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PREFACE
The aim of the publishers of this volume and of the author of the history
has been to secure for the historical portion thereof full and accurate data
respecting the history of the county from the time of its early settlement
and to condense it into a clear and interesting narrative. All topics and
occurrences have been included that were essential to this object.
The reviews of resolute and strenuous lives that make up the biographical
part of the volume are admirably calculated to foster local ties, to inculcate
patriotism and to emphasize the rewards of industry dominated by intelligent purpose.
They constitute a most appropriate medium for perpetuating personal annals and will be of incalculable value to the descendants of
those commemorated. These sketches are replete with stirring incidents and
intense experiences and are flavored with a strong human interest that will
naturally prove to a large portion of the readers of the book one of its most
attractive features.
In the aggregate of personal memoirs thus collated
will be found a vivid epitome of the growth of Shelby county, which will
fully supplement the historical statement, for its development is identical
with that of the men and women to whom it is attributable. Sketches unrevised by subscribers are marked by a small asterisk placed after the name
of the subscriber.
The publishers have avoided slighting any part of the work, and to the
best of their ability have supplemented the editor's labors by exercising
care over the minutest details of publication, in order to give the volume
the three-fold value of a readable narrative, a useful work of reference and
a tasteful ornament to the library.
Special prominence has been given to the portraits of many representative citizens, which appear throughout the volume, and we believe that
they will prove not its least interesting feature.
have sought in this
department to illustrate the different spheres of industrial and professional
achievement as conspicuously as possible.
To all who have kindly interested themselves in the preparation of this
work, and who have voluntarily contributed most useful information or
rendered
any
other
assistance,
we hereby tender our grateful

We

acknowledgments.

The
Chicago,

III., February,

1913.

Publishers.
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XXIII

MISCELLANEOUS

— The

Singing Schools

—Some

Old Shoemaker

Well

Known

Citizens,

John

Biakeley, John E. Bush, S. I. Gamble, Morris Hounell, Nathan Moore,
Philip Smith, Dr. Hezekiah Stout, Dr. J. A. Throckmorton,
Silas D.

Young

SINGING SCHOOLS
I

do not know much about singing schools

in the

country

in

Ohio, for

I

my youth in the rural districts of the Buckeye state, but I did
Vermont, and have a most distinct recollection of them in the Green
Mountain state. How fondly the boys and girls looked forward to winter,
when singing schools would be held in the various temples of learning, the
only place for entertainments. There was no loitering of the youths on their
way home from school when the singing occasion arrived; chores had to be
done and there was no lagging in filling up the wood-box for the night, feeding
the pigs and watering the horses, and no grumbling about so many duties to
perform. Faces were as radiant with smiles as if Christmas was at hand and
not a complaining word was uttered at the table, lest the contemplated fun
should be given a back-set by our parents for our unseemly conduct. We did
not dress especially for the event, for our winter wardrobe was on our backs,
with exception of a dickey and a neck ribbon for Sundays. Our hair, barbered
by our mothers in a style of Quaker severity that underwent no change, in
its Puritan exactness was oiled and combed to amazing sleekness and parted
with not a lock out of place. In those days oil was profusely used to make
each hair keep in order. Bear oil, supposed to be the best, could be bought in
bottles, but as the marrow from beef bones served the purpose just as well
it was carefully saved and tried out like lard from pork to be utilized.
As it
was generally scented with bergamot, a room full of boys emitted an odor
did not spend
in

like a sachet bag.

If the night was only clear or not outrageously blustering we were not
Ten or twenty degrees below zero were not
deterred from being present.
if the sleighing was good, as buffalo robes were plenty, and with
mufflers and mittens, knit at home, with caps drawn down over our ears and
Thick
the girls wearing quilted hoods, the weather was joyously defied.

minded

blankets were taken to cover the horses, as they stood hitched to a fence
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we were ostensibly learning to sing. There was no singing teacher in
many years, so one had to be procured from some outlying vilwhom the princely sum of two dollars a night was paid, which some
thought was exorbitant, as he only had to drive his own turnout but seven or
eight miles. The instructor could usually fiddle, as well as sing, so the instruwhile

our town for
lage, to

ment was brought along to get the
in keeping on the tune.
Lamps had not generally come

right pitch

and

assist the rustic warblers

and gas and

electricity had not
of the future.
Candles, homemade, were brought for
illuminants, set in auger holes in pine blocks and snuffed with the fingers.
They shed a feeble light and some tallow, when not held vertically. As
nine-tenths of the attendants forgot to bring them, the room was not a blaze
of glory, and a half dozen or more would crowd round each luminant of
several lightning-bug power, to sing out of the church singing-book.
The
repertoire was not large and the pieces were so often repeated that the words
as well as the music were soon learned and given with a gusto in the dark
It was a contest of strength and
corners that figuratively raised the roof.
endurance without regard to sentiment.
Not being well equipped with books or light, the boys at each lull in the
proceedings, would slide out of the cavernous gloom to wrestle, play tag
and fox and geese in the snow, and when recess came the girls would join
them and forget to return for the second part, as hills were numerous and
coasting fine, so it was not strange that the singing schools were well patronized by the youths for miles around.
The tingling air painted the cheeks of the happy maidens and imparted
a glow to their sparkling eyes so entrancing that obdurate was the boy who did
not experience palpitation of the heart under their bewitching glances. How
chivalrous we were and even glad to see one of the mischievous hoydens slip
down, or purposely give out, in ascending a hill, and how we would scramble
to be the first to render knightly assistance.
It was prudent to keep 'an eye on the schoolhouse, in order to start home
when the rest did, lest the folks at home would surmise we had been playing
truant and call us to account for not improving our physical talents when
we had such a favorable opportunity. The horses, gingered by exposure to
the biting temperature, were on their mettle and the jingle of the resonant
It was permissible to
sleigh bells with laughter and song flooded the air.

stirred in the

into use

womb

—

sit close for sundry reasons, only one of which is here given, that it was a
Those happy years were
self-sacrificing necessity for health and comfort.
not many, but they are treasures in the album of memory and afford a
pleasure as they are recalled in the sober hours of waning life.

THE OLD SHOEMAKER
recall from the dim mist of years the old
shoemaker has not all faded from earth. Here and there one remains, and
no one stands clearer in the recollections of his youth than that unique char-

The generation which can

HISTORY OF SHELBY COUNTY

397

acter who, with his kit of tools, used to make his annual visits to, the homesteads of the farmers to make the boots and shoes of the families and mend
the footgear which was no dry dock for repairs.
In New England
and no doubt the same c'ustom prevailed here the
head of the rustic household took to the tannery, a cow hide, kip skin and
calf skin, to be tanned to furnish leather for family needs.
The latter was
for shoes for the female part of the household the kip for the boys who had
commenced to attend winter parties and shave; the cow hide for the men of
sturdier growth, whose line of travel lay through barnyards, muddy roads
and plowed fields. New boots had to serve at least six months for. handsome,
as they termed it, meaning by that that they were only to be worn to church,
donned on training and election days, and other state occasions.
The old footgear had to perform the menial sen ice, be tallowed to turn
water, twice a week, and in Connecticut, where extreme frugality prevailed,
boots were deemed but half wornout when the soles could be kept on by
willow withes.
Perhaps the advent of the shoemaker was not looked for with such yearning anxiety by the elder members of the family as by the children, but, it
can be truly said that to them he was the most important personage, cheerfully considered, who entered the home during the year.
He was usually a
gossipy character, read little, but knew much, and had a way of getting on to
the inside of the social secrets of the community which he took infinite
To the children, if not to all. this gossip broke the
pleasure in revealing.
monotony of intensely rustic life and his tales were devoured with insatiable

—

—

;

The shoemaker who comes to my mind was old Dan \Y. Smith,
whose tongue seemed hung in the middle, that both ends might play, who sang
like a steaming tea kettle, knew an endless variety of songs, and could fiddle

eagerness.

like the

"Arkansavv traveler."

With what wonderment we stood around and watched him take his ball
it the required length, wax it, roll it on his leather apron
until the numerous strands were made one and strong enough for an effective
lasso, and then deftly introduce the bristles into the wax ends.
How we
did enjoy chewing the black wax which he would give us. With what promptness and alacrity we took our places when our time came to be measured for
a pair of new boots, and how plainly I can hear my father's injunction to
old Dan W. to make them big enough to allow at least for a two years rapid
growth of our pedal extremities without pinching them. The extra room the
first year was occupied by hat soles in the bottom and cotton in the toes
in
fact they just got ready to fit our feet when they were worn out.
We used
kick,
parlance,
to
in common
as vehemently as we dared at the extravagant
of shoe thread, break

—

allowance of room, but kicked in vain, as probable expansion had to be considered by the powers that were.
The old shoemaker is a thing* or personage of the far away past. Machinery, the concentration of capital, enterprise and energy in huge factories,
cheapening and beautifying the product has destroyed his profession, yet he
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of all who have had my experience and will be cherished
lives in the
as long as the days of youth are remembered.
The following sketches of old and prominent citizens, were written w ithin recent years by the Editor of this volume and contain some interesting rem-

memory

iniscences, together with historical facts.

Silas D. Young, the twentieth child of Philip Young, whose family
consisted of twenty-two children, was born east of Anna September n, 1837.
Handicapped in the race of life with Mr. Ludwig by ten years he has never
been able to overtake him. His youth was of the uneventful one of a farmer
boy before machinery had lightened labor, and to be horny handed and horny
footed was. the rule not the exception as now. After amusing himself until
twenty years old clearing land, burning logs and brush he concluded that he
should take life more seriously, and with fear and trembling made a proposition to Miss Mary Jane Munch which was favorably considered and March
19, 1837, the double bow nuptial knot was tied.
Mary was an orphan from birth as her father died before she was born

and her mother also when Mary was six months old, so she never knew the
care and fervor of parental love.
Six children, all girls, blessed this union, four of whom are living, Ella,
nov\iMrs. William Shuter, of Delaware; Minnie, now Mrs. John Manning, of
Anna; Myrtle, Mrs. Richard Curtner, of Anna; and Berth, Mrs. Edward
Zaigler, of Medina.
When the Civil war broke out and President Lincoln called for troops.
Silas, fired with patriotism so intense as to. induce him to leave his wife,
two small children and his home for the privations and perils of the tented
Being the 20th child he enlisted in the 20th regiment on the eighteenth
field.
day of August, 1861, under Col. J. C. Fry, serving three years and one month.
At the hot fight at Champion Hills, Mississippi, though he sought protection
of a tree, he could not entirely screen himself from a sharp shooter who seemed
to have a desire to pick ,him off and shattered the bark of the tree several
times. Unfortunately a small buck shot struck the bridge of his nose at the
This "doused his glim" and
corner of one eye passing through his nose.
for two months he was in the hospital as blind as a mole. When he recovered
the surgeon wanted to give him a ward in the hospital to superintend, but
Silas demurred, as the buck shot put ginger into him and he vowed he would
be revenged but was not pacified until after the battle of Atlanta where he
He did not go witli
killed as many rebels as they did of him if not more.
Sherman to the sea and when his term of enlistment expired returned to
the bosom of his family. In Cincinnati he was offered $1,500 to enlist again
as a substitute but he deemed that Mary Jane, whom he had promised to
protect and who had been on the anxious seat of dire apprehension for three
years and the two children had a prior claim and he was not to be diverted
from its fulfillment. He is a live member of Neal Post of Sidney and few
are the grand encampments that he and Mrs. Young have not attended and he
stands at the head of the list or about there of the Red Chair enterprises
which have been in vogue for twenty years or more. Many years ago five
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chairs were presented to veterans or their widows in one day at the Kah
house in Anna where 325 took dinner. Knowing that W. D. Davies, of
Sidney, was billed to speak at Botkins, the soldier boys went to the station a
few rods distant and called out Mr. Davies to the platform of a north bound

When he appeared they kidnapped him and bore him to the Kah house
where he became the orator of "the day and sent word to Botkins that not
today, but some other time, he would be in Botkins and that they ought to
have known better than to have started him out by way of Anna, filled as it
was with buccaneers, without a guard.
car.

Few farms as so delightfully situated as their home place of seventyThe corporate limits of Anna have been extended until it
embraces part of the farm, a cement sidewalk extends to his very door and
with a few steps he can enjoy the delights of country life or the bustle of an
embryo city. This gives him polish on one side and the glow and appetite
of rustic health on the other.
When fourteen years of age he was converted, joined the Methodist
church and never got over it.
He frequently led prayer meetings when in the
army.
Out of such sterling material it would be impossible to fashion anything
but a republican of fast colors and that is what Silas is, a shining example
worthy to be followed.
A. B. C. H.
three acres.

Dr. J. A. Throckmorton was born in old Virginia several moons ago,
not more, and if the Mother of Presidents had not suffered from being
sliced on account of being too strongly democratic, there is no telling how
differently his career might have been shaped. As luck would have it, he was
on the piece snipped off which put him three miles from the dividing line
between Old and West Virginia on the west side. Of course this snuffed out
whatever ambitious flame he may have had jn the white house direction. It
was such as he that occasioned, by their loyalty, the division of the old state
for a love of the common country and lofty patriotism which thrives and
abides in mountain air kept the western part true to the old flag. The merciful
amputation was painless and ever since the new state has had a healthy growth.
The Doctor was small for his age, and is not huge yet, but his avoirdupois
deficiency has been fully compensated for by his being a bundle of activitv
which years have not stiffened. When the slogan of war sounded, he donned
a uniform of blue, probably made especially for his light and lithe form, and
marched with patriotic stride to the front and was as good as new in the
closing carnage of Petersburg and around Richmond and joined in the glad
huzzas when the Appomattox episode was known. He was a difficult markto hit and even the sharp shooters had to give him up as a hard proposition,
with the odds all the time in his favor.
Not having forgotten what he learned in his youth, he taught school for
a time and then emigrated with his parents to Ohio, settling on a farm bought
in this county a few miles north of Hardin in Turtle Creek township.
The
bottom land in that vicinity was crowded out by knolls and knots not tractable
if
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time had to be subdued by main strength and awkwardcommodities of which he did not have a surplus, and the vocation sort
of went against the grain. He concluded that he had served a full term in
fighting for his country and did not relish another prolonged conflict by an
attempt at warfare with mother Nature, especially at small wages with no
prospect of a pension as a reward for his endeavors.
Looking over the catalogue of possibilities he settled on dentistry as a
profession, packed his trunk, and with somewhat scanty accumulations bade
the obdurate farm a tearless good bye for an education and finished at Ann
Arbor with the honorable degree of D. D. S. and located in Sidney, where he
has resided plying his profession for thirty-two years. Previous to graduation at Ann Arbor the Doctor attended the Baltimore College of Dentistry in
Maryland and subsequently took a post graduate course in Chicago.
Upon returning from the war, he stayed on the farm in West Virginia
for awhile and being of a mechanical turn of mind and having a distaste to
being blistered by the sun when driving a mowing machine or harvester, he
constructed a device that would hold an umbrella whose grateful shade protected him in comfort and did not hinder his efficiency as a harvest hand.
This was something new to the rustics, who shook their heads and remarked
that Mr. Throckmorton had the laziest son in those parts.
They had not
subscribed to the idea that if work must be performed a man had the privilege
of doing it in the most comfortable way possible; but the Doctor had, and if
bread must be earned by the sw eat of the brow, the less sweat the better,
especially where one was not over juicy.
Their gibes did not in any way
Being brought up in that
disconcert him and the umbrella was kept raised.
hilly and mountainous region he early learned to ride a horse, of which he
was extremely fond, if it was a good one and his taste seemed to increase with
his years, for he has two Kentucky thoroughbreds as tractable as kittens and
which he has taught to so amble under the saddle that it makes equestrianism
to

at that

ness,

:

a delight.
In 1844 he married Miss Nannie R. Thomas, of West Virginia, who is
an equestrienne of rare grace and accomplishment which seems to be indigenous to the rugged state of West Virginia and perfected by continual practice.
At one time Doctor Throckmorton had branch offices in Chicago and San
Francisco and did considerable laboratory work in Sidney, having impressions
sent here for plate work.
Dr. Hezekiah Stout Ailes. The patronymic surname, Ailes, the subject of this sketch, of course, is ancestral, but christening of the hopeful to
designate him in a family of fifteen children was out of what may be deemed
an excessive regard for their family physician, Dr. Hezekiah Stout, but notwithstanding this handicap he has survived, flourished, and is now our esteemed
and prominent townsman, Hezekiah Stout Ailes, and has led an eventful life
in peace and war.
Hezekiah was born at Lost Creek, Harrison county, now West Virginia,
May 19, 1840, so that his infantile prattle mingled with hurrahs for "Tippecanoe and Tyler too."
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His father sold the rugged home farm in 1842 and moved to the northeast
corner of Franklin township, this county. Of this numerous family of fifteen
children Hezekiah is the only one living and none lived, not even his parents,
to be so old as he is now though they outlived all their children but him.
The farm was purchased of Daniel Baldwin, now dead, who was known in
Sidney as Sassafras, for each spring his bent form carried a basket of it to
purify and thin the blood of our people grown thick and sluggish by too substantial food and lack of exercise.
The mansion into which they moved was a round log house well chinked
and warm, one story high, but the barn was more pretentious, being two story.
In that sparsely settled time people were considered neighbors two or three
miles distant and in the absence of those diversions which now prevail were
neighbors in fact willing to assist each other in any emergency.
The round log schoolhouse not crowded with conveniences nor ease-inviting
seats was one and three-quarters of a mile distant and he had to start alone,
but was joined by the children of two other families on the way across the
fields and through the woods.
His a, b, c, teacher was Eli Bruner and his
second Miss Elizabeth Allen, who afterward married William Edwards. He
gradually absorbed the intellectual pabulum of the menu furnished in that
crude temple of learning and when sixteen or seventeen years old, with two
other boys, aspired to better things and as Sidney had just completed what
is now the central school building, hired the front room over Thompson and
Christian's drug store, boarded themselves, and slept three in a bed.
They
went home every Friday night and early Monday morning could be seen
returning with loaves of bread and a pound of butter.
They would occasionally buy some ginger cakes at the grocery and when feeling convivial and
careless of expenses would indulge in a glass of spruce beer at Washington
Carroll's emporium, but refrained from taking enough to get boisterous.
Hezekiah went one term when the schoolhouse was first opened in 1857.
His teacher was Miss Harriet Chapin, who subsequently married John Frankerberger. Being sufficiently advanced to have confidence in his ability to teach
school he obtained a certificate and thus armed and equipped as the law
directed, procured a school near home and his pedagogical pin feathers soon
became fullfledged plumage for taking his experience both before and after
the war embraced a period of fifteen years.
When he had taught two weeks
of his fifth term he resigned and enlisted in Company C, 118th regiment with
Edgar Sowers, superintendent of schools at Port Jefferson as captain, and
W. H. Taylor, of Sidney, now of Mansfield, as lieutenant.
At the battle of Resaca, Georgia; he received the only wound he got in
the war. He was shot in the shoulder and lay on the ground by the side of
George Murray Thompson, brother of Mrs. E. T. Mathers and H. \V.
Thompson, of this city. George's was a dangerous and painful one in the
foot and he returned home and never went back.
Hezekiah was reported
dead, but pleasantly surprised his people by appearing clothed in his right
mind and arm in a sling. Upon recovery he went back and was promoted
In that engagement 112 soldiers out of 220 of that
to sergeant-major.
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regiment were either killed or wounded in five minutes time. Upon returning,
a_s his corps did not go with General Sherman to the sea, they participated
in the battles of Franklin, the severest one of the war, and the struggle around
They were also in the
Nashville which destroyed General Hood's army.
East Tennessee campaign and were forty-six miles from Knoxville when
Burnside was bottled there. As the rebel army was between them and Knoxville they were powerless to give assistance.
When the war was drawing to a close the army to which he belonged
came north to Columbus and were transferred in box cars to Washington
where they arrived dirty and ragged, as they had drawn no clothing nor had
not received a dollar for six months and were lucky if they got enough water
to drink, much less to wash in. Their dilapidated appearance provoked sneering remarks from some of the brass buttoned parvenues at Washington. Their
commander hearing them responded through a newspaper that they were no
feathered soldiers but had come east to help the feather-bed army around
In a few days they boarded vessels on the Potomac, went
down the river to the ocean, around Cape Hatteras, to Fort Fisher at the
mouth of Cape Fear river and then to Fort Anderson. They celebrated
Washingon's birthday in 1865, by taking Wilmington, North Carolina, and
after' ten days made a forced march of 100 miles to Kinston where the rebels
delivered 8,000 men who had been prisoners at Andersonville and Salisbury
Many were demented and would voraciously
and were living skeletons.
devour any eatable handed them in their insatiate hunger. Mr. Ailes was
ordered to detail ten men from his regiment's to act as nurses, among whom
was Fred Doody and John H. Kessler, of this county, who were unable to
make the forced marches. Of these all died but two of swamp fever. The

Washington.

to Goldsboro and to Raleigh to meet Sherman's army coming
from Savannah through the Carolinas. Soon the news came that Lee had
surrendered and the joyful news was carried along the lines with huzzas
and tossing of caps in the air. A part was retained for a while as an army

army marched

of occupation so he did not take part in the grand review at Washington.
After resting for a season and burnishing his education which had got
a trifle powder burnt in the years of patriotic conflict, he entered again the
school room and taught in Montra and vicinity for ten years more, or fifteen
years in all. Among his early pupils was Miss Jane Elliott, then twelve years
old, an attractive and amiable girl, whose charms in Hezekiah's eyes had
grown so irresistible as to occasion heart trouble in his bosom and again she
became his pupil from which she graduated, her diploma being a marriage
This remarkable event happened October II,
certificate of lifeling duration.
In 1867 Milton
1866, but did not interfere with his pedagogical avocation.
E. of Washington, D. C, appeared in their household and was succeeded by
Eva, now Mrs. John H. Taft, and Ada, now Mrs. Hugh Wilson, both of
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Eugene, of late years of Nome, Alaska, but part of the
time in Washington Lulu, Olive, Chesley and Adrian of this city. Of their
ten children two died while young.
On October 28, 1875, Mr. Ailes moved his family to Sidney to the house
;
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now owned and

occupied by Mr. George Moeller in West street. The monumental building was then in process of construction.
The children were all educated in the public school here and received
graduating diplomas, with the exception of Adrian, who has graduating symptoms, as he is a member of the senior class and is probably cudgeling his

ide'as in the oratorical display to come off the first of June.
little over twenty years ago Milton, through General LeFevre, then
congressman-, received an appointment in Washington and became a messenger
boy for General Sewall and Charles Chesley, government officials.
He
performed his duties with such fidelity and despatch that Mr. Chesley. who
was an eminent lawyer, advised him to utilize his spare hours in studying
law, a thing he had determined upon, and offered to be his preceptor. This
proposition was accepted and he finally graduated with Bachelor of Arts
honors and subsequently with Master of Arts distinction.
His promotion
was rapid and at length culminated in being appointed assistant secretary
of the treasury under Lyman Gage, and two years under Secretary Shaw,
a position which Milton resigned to accept the vice-presidency of the Riggs
national bank, of Washington, a position he now holds.
Eugene went to
Washington, studied chemistry, became an expert assayer and for several
years has been employed at Nome, Alaska, by a banking firm that makes
a business of buying gold from the miners. Lest it be thought that the subject
of this sketch is lost in the family shuffle, a return to the considering of
Hezekiah will be made.
Since Mr. Ailes came to Sidney he has been elected three times as mayor
of this city, became deputy county auditor under Orlando O. Mathers and subsequently served two terms as auditor and was the first county official to
occupy the new courthouse. After his terms he again became deputy county
auditor under Knox Cummins, now of Washington, thus serving for fifteen
years in the courthouse. He is now president of the sinking fund trustees,
was appointed by Judge Hughes a member of the board of monumental
trustees to succeed the late Andrew J. Robertson and was for six years a
member of the board of education. Before coming to Sidney he was clerk
of Jackson township for four terms. Hezekiah now has an office of justice
of the peace which keeps him out of mischief in his serene and happy age.
Few can look back upon a busier and more blissful domestic and public life
replete with honors and with a family of children who reflect radiance upon
the name.
When Mr. Ailes returned from the war the time of his pre-soldier certificate had expired and a new one had to be procured.
He came to Sidney to
brighten up under Ben McFarland, one of the county examiners. Examination day and the democratic county convention came off the same day.
The
candidates for nomination to the state legislature were Jason McVay and

brains for

A

Gen. Ben LeFevre, McFarland, though a republican, was very anxious to
have the General nominated as he was his particular friend and asked Hezekiah whom he favored.
The reply was,' "the General, for we were boys
together."
Hearing this McFarland said, "I know your qualifications for
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teacher and I want you. to put in the day working for the General and when
the polls close come and get your certificate." Since this sketch was written

Mr. Ailes has died.
Philip Smith. If the oldest inhabitant in Sidney, or any number of
them were asked to name the man who is entitled to the premium card for
remaining in the manufacturing business the longest time without a break in
the chain, the unanimous answer would be, Philip Smith.
This hustling,
bustling, pushing bundle of incarnate hope who lined every cloud with silver
and whose elasticity put him erect upon his feet after each reverse was never
before in so prosperous condition as now, and it would take a stiff adverse
wind to shake him. Showers of discouragements that would have disheartened most men he shed as easily as the proverbial duck's back does water, and
financial straits, dull times and lack of orders merely made him blow his nose
a little louder, which, in his case was a trump of defiance while he spit on his
hands to get a better hold, and he invariably did get a better hold and hung on.
Philip was born September 7, 1838, near Harrisburg, Pa., where he spent
his boyhood and was for a time servant boy for Judge Heaster at the capitol.
When in his teens his parents moved to Connersville, Ind., where they stayed
two years and then moved to Dayton for two or three years and where he
finished the molders trade at the foundry of Thompson, McGregor and
Callahan.
In 1859 the family came to Sidney and commenced in a small way the
manufacture of stoves and in due time farm bells, kettles, lard presses, etc.
across the canal when their factory burned.
They rebuilt on Main avenue
when there were but few houses on the north side of the canal. Hollow ware
was also added and the first iron scrapers made in Sidney were fashioned in
their shop.
While in Dayton he became acquainted with Miss Anna Silzell and she
so lingered in his memory and had such a hold on his heart that he felt that
if she did not come to Sidney he would have to go to Dayton.
He did go
and returned with her as Mrs. Philip Smith in the early sixties and of this
union ten children were born, seven of whom are living. Mrs. Smith died
in the eighties and on Thanksgiving day in 1885, he married Mrs. Mary M.
French, of Champaign county.
Looking over his business career, with its so many ups and downs, pinched
financially most of the time requiring all his wits and his indomitable energy
to pull through he reminds one of the man who rolled down a hill with his
arms around a log and when he got to the bottom cheerfully remarked that
the log did not get any the best of him for he was on top half of the time.
His last venture, the formation of the incorporation of the Philip Smith
Company, of which he is president and which was launched on the sea of marvelous prosperity throughout the country was the best he ever made and put
him, figuratively speaking, on easy street with an income far more than
ample for life's necessities or luxuries, as he is now uppermost on the log
which has quit rolling and his many bruises are permanently healed without
leaving so much as a scar.
Sidney has no character that has weathered so
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few years ago he and Mrs. Smith took a pleasurable outing through the far west to the Pacific, a most enjoyable trip, the
only one of the kind in his busy career.
In politics he has always been a
democrat, but did not work at it to hurt much, as he had not time, though
he did serve a term or two on the city council.
Mrs. Smith, his second wife, being a pronounced Baptist, and Philip, not
having serious, religious convictions nor church going habits, accompanied
her to the house of worship, became interested and joined the Baptist church
and ever since has been a pillar of strength in the congregation. Such, in
brief, is a sketch of the pioneer living manufacturer of Sidney who is now
enjoying the fruits of a most industrious life among the scenes of his labor.
vicissitudes as he.

Nathan Moore.

Sometime during

the

twenty-four

hours

of

Jan-

uary 30, 1823, Nathan Moore, in faint, yet unmistakable tones announced
that he had come from the mysterious realm of the unknown to stay in the
household of his parents, board and lodge with them without the formality
pf a previous contract.
Curious as it may seem the expectant was made welcome. His food for
a year or more had been prepared and like manna was fresh every morning
and warm and ready at all hours.
After some family consultation the good old Biblical name of Nathan
was settled upon by which to designate him and he was so registered on the
blank leaves between the Old and New testament.
This was the custom in
those days when the bible comprised about all there was of the family library
and which was perused much more than now. Though the account was not
inspired, there was nothing apocryphal about it, for that he had appeared
was as true as anything between the sacred lids and no one, not even higher
criticism, has questioned its authenticity or attempted to give it a theoretical
or twisted meaning.
The bibles in those days were big affairs, probably so that the birth page
should be ample to record the names, as it was a pioneer custom to endeavor
to fill a page, a pocket edition would not serve the purpose.
It seemed to
be a christian duty to multiply and replenish the earth and there was no
shirking of that supposed duty, but that the command meant just what it
said.

The advent of Nathan was made in Springfield township, Portage county,
part of Summit county, in the northeastern part of the state then
as New Connecticut, as the inhabitants of the Nutmeg state spiced the

now a
known

region. Here the sturdy little Buckeye took root and flourished in the native
soil for nine years but was uprooted by his parents when they moved to Wood
But the removal probably stunted him
county, and transplanted him there.
some, as the animate Buckeye never grew to a lofty height but it was compensated for by muscles and a frame of iron actuated and directed by a brain
of pluck and enerfy that has characterized him for four score and five years
and which has not abated in intensity.
Such capital was necessary in those pibneer days when the rigor of mother
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None were born with a gold spoon in their
mouth.
Mr. Moore, senior, entered a section of land on which the thriving city of
Bowling Green now stands. Transportation was not very direct in any
way unless a person footed it or rode on horseback for there were no through
The Ohio canal to Cleveland was in operation for
lines nor even sides ones.
which place they embarked. Lake Erie was there and had been from time
immemorial but no regular lines of navigation were in vogue, but they found
a sailing smack for Detroit, procured passage and landed there. After a few
days delay they took another sailing boat for Perrysburg, the head of navigaIt was a brisk little place but Toledo had not been
tion, on the Maumee.
thought of outside of Spain. It did not have even a Blade nor a Bee.
Bowling Green being on an undulating sand ridge was selected because
it was above high water mark and had a surplus of gnarled scrubby oaks,
stubborn to a provoking degree. The outlying prairie, now the garden spot
of Ohio, was inhabited by frogs, turtles and such amphibious brutes and was
a paradise for. mosquitos. The citizens were Indians principally and the
nature had to be subdued.

Moore

family was about the first white people that settled in that section.
Neither schoolhouses nor churches dotted the landscape on this outlying
post of civilization. There were no idle hands, so Satan did not have to find
them employment.
The facilities for book education were few and slim, but Nature's volume
lay open and Nathan took delight in reading it, for he found that the very
trees had a language and that there were sermons in stones and running

Having a taste for arboreal culture and as trees take kindly and
brooks.
cheerfully respond to intelligent cultivation and are ready to surprise any
one with results when they work in accord with the unwritten law which
govern them, for the same development is possible in inanimate nature as
there is in animal life, including man, he turned his attention to the cultivation of trees, fruit and ornamental and has made nursery business his life
work with marked success and is at present, at the ripe age of four score and
five years, engaged in raising ornamental trees and shrubs to beautify the
lawns and parks of Toledo of which his son, Milton L. is superintendent.
and has been for years. Few men in the state are better authority, if as good
in the nursery line, as he, with his seventy years of experience with his eyes
wide open.

A-volume of fiction is dull if there is not a thread of love romance running
it and the actual life of a person who has had no heart throbbing with

through

the tender sentiment is barren of flowers, even though they did not fructify
The environments around Bowling Green, at that
into any thing serious.
early day, were by no means crowded with the softer sex, with the exception
of Indian maidens, but Mr. St. John moved into that vicinity with his family
with a daughter, Julia, who awakened the tender sentiment in the breast of
Nathan and his thoughts were divided between arboreal study and Julia. He
was very much in the condition of Adam in the Garden of Eden, it was Eve
or nothing. He wanted something to round out his life and so on December
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25, 1846, Miss Julia E. St. John, became Mrs. Nathan Moore, and it may be
well to casually state right here that if Nathan had had a thousand females

from which to make a selection the chances are he would not have got so companionable a help-meet as Julia who walked by his side and adorned his home
for almost sixty years, but who left him for permanent rest in Graceland
September 25, 1904, her seventy-eighth birthday. She was accustomed in her
youth to the privations as well as the sweets of pioneer life and was unmurmuring in their early struggles as she was in the ease and comfort of her closing days.
Eight children, evenly divided, four boys and four girls, were born to
gladden their household, Mrs. J. D. Geyer. wife of Dr. Geyer, of Sidney;
Mrs. Frank Fruchey, of Marion, Ind. Ida, wno died iiv Sidney many years
ago, little Carrie who died when two years old, Ezra in the nursery business
at Toledo; Milton L., superintendent of all the parks in Toledo; Albert,
chief teller in the Northern National Bank, and Charles on the free mail
delivery force in the same city.
All inherited the sturdy industry of their
parents and are true to those high moral principles which make valuable citizens, and the world better for their having lived in it.
It was and is a family
flock with no black sheep in it, as none possessed moral obliquites to pain a
parent's heart or cloud their lives with dismal apprehension.
In the early fifties, having become acquainted with Philip Rauth, father
of Mrs. Mary Wagner and Mrs. John E. Bush, and who was engaged in the
nursery business in Sidney, he was induced to move to this town in 1855 as
the Big Four railway was in process of construction and the Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton railway was pushing its way northward from Cincinnati to
Toledo which had sprung into existence and was sapping the life out of Perrysburg and had already given promise of becoming a great commercial city,
the emporium of northwestern O. and one of the chain of beautiful cities on
;

the great lakes.

Sidney being at the intersection of these trunk lines of railway, would
good shipping facilities when finished and this fact, made plain by Mr.
Rauth, was an additional incentive to Mr. Moore to pitch his tent in Sidney.
He, with J. C. Coe, bought what was known for years as the nursery farm
across the river of John Mills, agent for the Big Four that, owned it.
The late George Hemm became a partner and subsequently Mr. Coe sold
his interest to William McCullough and the profitable business was continued
Mr. Moore is the only surviving member of the firm. The
for many years.
children of the Moore family were all educated here and the writer of this
for
time
Ezra and Albert for diligent pupils, and hence has a
article had
a
warm spot for them, especially in his heart, and is gratified to know of their
marked success and sterling worth.
Nineteen years ago Mr. Moore sold out his business here and moved with
his family to Toledo with the exception of Mrs. Geyer and Mrs. Frank Fruchey, and resumed the nursery business in which he is still engaged.
Mr.
Moore has been a life long republican, not offensive as a partisan, for that
is contrary to his nature, but so strong "in his political conviction as not to
afford
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admit of variableness or shadow of turning. While here he was with' Mrs.
Moore, a member of the Presbyterian church in this city, and will die in the
faith.
Such, in brief, is a sketch of his busy life and few can look back over
an interval of a career, now verging on a century with fewer misgivings.
Morris Honnell. Eighty-four years ago, December 3, 1908, Morris

—

Honnell, the third in a family of twelve children enlivened his parents
household in Greene county. Pa., where his boyhood was spent until
about nine years of age when Mr. and Mrs. Honnell turned towards Ohio
with their hopeful in a large wagon, the only means of transportation known
The progress was not swift but sure
in. those times between the two states.
and the vehicle not as ease inviting as a Pullman palace car nor did it run
The leisurely
nights.
It had a commissary department for man and beast.
gait gave ample time to take in and enjoy the rugged scenery on the way.
In fact it often became monotonous rendering a more rapid transit desirable.
But that was in the days when heroic patience characterized people and no
one was in a hurry as now, consequently nervous diseases were not as fashionable as at present.
In due time they reached the pan handle of Virginia,
crossed it to Wheeling and half forded and half ferried the Belle Riviere into
the Buckeye state and finally brought up in Dingmansburg on the east side
of the Miami where they remained for three years.
One night when Morris was nine years old Morris' eyes flew open and
was amazed and frightened to see meteors falling like snow flakes, making
He aroused the household and Mr. Honnell alarmed the
it as light as day.
neighborhood. The celestial fire works of meteoric dust was the most awe
inspiring panorama he ever beheld and the end of the world was thought to
Those who had clean robes donned them so as to be as presentbe at hand.
able as possible when their wings should be pinned on to meet the angels in
The woods in the vicinity were all lighted up. The wonderthe upper air.
ful pageant lasted from 2 o'clock in the morning until daylight and extended
all over the United States, the Caribbean islands and Mexico.
The meteors seemed to start from the zenith like sky rockets or Roman
candles and shoot in all directions athwart the arch of the sky in all directions
While the luminous dust and fire balls with a train of white
to the horizon.
or blue light descended in a shower they seemed to fall at some distance from
and
the illusion was as perfect as the ostensible ends of a rainobserver
the
bow.
In the South the superstitious negroes threw themselves upon the ground
and rolled in mental agony crying to God for mercy, deeming the judgment
No meteoric stones were found in this vicinity though they
day at hand.
were hunted for. The astounding phenomena has never been accounted for
It is said that the shower
even by the most astute astronomers and scientists.
continued for eight hours but was not noticed by ordinary persons after the
In any event nothing like this was ever observed before or since
sun arose.
of which there is any record.
The Honnell family farmed the old Fielding place for three years and
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then moved to the north part of Sidney where they lived for three years more
when Mr. Honnell bought ioo acres lying on the Russell pike a mile north-

west of Sidney.
In due time a round dozen children made their appearance in the following order: Archibald, Maria, Morris, Eli, William, Jesse, Henry, Catherine.
Cynthia, Thomas, Martha and Francis. Mr. Honnell did not clamor for the
markets of the world as his home demand was about equal to his supply until
the older ones left the parents' nest and partook of the provender from some
other table.
Morris did farm work until 1848 when he broke out into the wide, wide
world having been hired to take four horses overland to Vermont for Almon
Hitchcock who had bought them in this county. This trip was made on
horseback at a rate of thirty miles a day, riding one and leading three.
It
took the biggest part of a month to reach his destination but he delivered the
goods all right and after remaining a few days so that he could occupy a chair
without sitting straddle he took a packet at Whitehall on the Champlain
canal for Albany, and then one on the Erie canal to Buffalo. Here he engaged
passage on Lake Erie for Sandusky, then came to Bellefontaine by rail and
completed his trip to Sidney on foot as the Big Four railway was an after
consideration.

In 1850 he was seized with the California fever which literally took him
Golden state, leaving Sidney for St. Jo, Mo., March 26, in company with the late N. R. Wyman, Harvey Guthrie and some others from this
off to the

city.

At

of ox teams, wagons and provisions were procured and
months, they pursued the sun in its course.
The oveland Californians of 1850 had to undergo trials far worse than
the forty miners experienced unless they were in the advance of the immense
army of adventurers as the grass along the trail was consumed faster than
it grew so that the oxen had to subsist frequently by browsing on the brush.
He immediately went to placer mining with fair success, then was employed
for a time at seven dollars a day to superintend a gang of miners, and subsequently he ran a saw mill.
He remained in the Golden state for four years
then returned to this county by the oceans to New York and bought 160 acres
in Washington township which he still owns though at one time he had over
200 acres.
He did not farm it long until he realized that a wife was a commodity
that a bachelor needed to make a desirable home, and at this dire juncture
Miss Martha MacDonough, of Lebanon visited a neighbor in Washington
township.
He looked upon her visit as a providential event as in his eye she
filled the bill, and as his advances were looked upon with favor by her they
were married in Lebanon, May 15, 1855, when his successful career commenced and a happy married life set in and continued until about four years
ago. when she was laid to rest in Graceland, leaving two daughters, the only
children that were born to them, Emma, now Mrs. I. N. Woodcox, of Piqua,
and Olive, his affectionate stay in his declining years and the light of his beauSt.

Jo an

outfit

daily, for several
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two and one-half acres have given him healthy employment
for the last twenty-one years, furnishing him with the vegetables and fruits
of the soil in abundance and' td spare, while, at the same time, he has emjoyed the social and church advantages of the city.
Wyandotte chickens lay for him high toned eggs, and are at hand whenever he feels like a pot pie, fry or roast, and grapes and pears in profusion
tiful

home.

Its

garnish his table, while his early sweet corn has a city distinction which grocerymen are eager to get for the growing demand, and the probability is that
corn not grown on his estate, labeled the Honnell corn, is sold to innocent purchasers, for it seems that in its season the supply from his acre is as inexhaustible as the widow's cruse of oil.
Being a whig in politics he had to keep mum on his California trip for
the Missourians, of whom there was a large number, persisted that no whig
should be allowed in California because of opposition to the Mexican war by
which the golden plum fell into the hands of the United States.
Of the twelve children only three are living, Morris, Henry and Thomas,
In the fifties the Rev. William Honnell was emof Brown county, Kansas.
ployed at the Kickapoo mission, Kansas, and Henry soon followed to that
state and went through the perilous time when overrun by the border ruffians
of Missouri which gave the name of Bleeding Kansas, and he knew old John
Brown. Thomas did not go there until after he returned from the war.
Each got wealthy at cattle raising and the rise in real estate and became
prominent citizens. Henry is a large stockholder and director in a bank at
Horton of which his son-in-law is president, and Thomas is president of a
bank at Everest and has a farm of 640 acres worth $100 an acre, at one time
he had over 2,000 acres.
Francis Honnell went to the army, was taken prisoner and died in Libby
prison in the early days of the strife; Eli of Port Jefferson, died within the
Morris has voted for sixteen whig and republican candidates for
past year.
president, commencing with Zacharay Taylor and ending with William H.
Taft.
If the temperance question has been left to this strong and highly moral
family to settle, there would have been no wet and dry agitation in Ohio nor
need of the county local option law nor Beal statute. In religion they were
of the Presbyterian persuasion without any higher criticism as an appendix.
The eighty- four years which so far have been allotted thus graciously to
Mr. Honnell have been the most important and eventful in the world's history,
The strides upward in
excepting, perhaps, the advent of the christian era.
the scientific, the mechanical, the educational, the moral and political world
have no approaching precedent. His recollection, which is undimmed by
years, as he sits in his easy chair and sees the trolley cars pass and repass his
door, views the trains on the railway near by, converses with friends at any
distance over his telephone engaged his reflective thought and makes him
wonder what the twentieth century can possibly bring that is new. The uplift of the people in the different nations, the crumbling of absolute monarchies and the restriction of oppressive despotisms everywhere, the marked ad-
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vances of Christianity and the growth of republican and democratic sentiments, the manumission of slaves in this country and the freezing of serfs in
Russia and other parts of the earth, all furnish with mental food and is a
source of gratitude that he has been permitted to live through such an eventful era and has "crowned his labor with an age of ease."
Samuel I. Gamble, the subject of this sketch, is among the oldest if
not the oldest native born citizen of Sidney.
He was a son of Samuel and
Mary Gamble and became one of the lights of their household, November
The humble domicile stood on the site of James Crozier's carriage
18, 1828.
factory on Ohio avenue.
At that time all north of North street and south of
South street was a forest. The streets were ungraveled, the side walks but
little better, and no artificial lights penetrated the gloom of night or annoyed
strolling lovers.
When Samuel junior was three years old Samuel senior
bought 220 acres of land in Salem township for $5 an acre and which now
is comprised in the farms of Joseph P. and John Thomas Staleys farms.
When old enough Samuel entered the freshman class in a log school house
from which he graduated in due time completing his education in the edifice
with the bark on.
In 1846 he went to Sidney to learn the cabinet makers trade of James
Irwin, Sr., but in two years left for a clerkship in the store of James and
Samuel McCullough on the site of Clemens Amann's drug store. The 1849
gold fever raged worse than ever in 1850 and attacked Samuel, his brother
William, his father and sixty-one others.
Five persons usually accompanied
one wagon. Equipped with a wagon made upon honor by the late Jacob
Piper, and a yoke of oxen they started for Cincinnati, March 26, 1850, bought
provisions there, good bacon at $2.50 a hundred pounds, took a boat for St.
Mr. Gamble, Sr., took sick on
Joseph, Mo., and arrived there April 12.
the river and died in fwo days after reaching St. Joseph, where he was buried.
The party stayed there for four weeks waiting for grass to start. Two yoke
of steers and a yoke of cows were bought when the long journey was commenced. They knew that the land before them did not abound in milk and
honey so the cows were bought and furnished them with lacteal fluid but
they did not buy a swarm of bees so had to forego the honey. The California
trail, beaten by the immense tide of emigration, was a good road over which
they averaged about twenty miles a day.
The Indians were very friendly
giving them no annoyance, but they saw but few buffalo or game of any
kind as they did not take kindly to the stream of civilization across their

domain.

They arrived in California, September n, losing but one out of their
teams, a cow while crossing a desert 40 miles wide. It was estimated that
Oxen stood the tramp better
125,000 people crossed the plains in 1850.
than horses. Samuel and his brother William, followed placer mining with
fair success for thirteen months when they sold their claims, which subsequently proved to be very rich .and after staying in the Golden state two
years they took a sail vessel on the Pacific for Panama, landing at San juan
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and crossed the isthmus where the canal is now being excavated, then took
one of Commodore Vanderbilt's sailing vessels for New York, where they
arrived just six hours less than a three month's trip and as soon as his sea
legs had resumed their normal condition and became land worthy, started for
Sidney, finding the burg very much the same as he left it two years before,
for the city had not then begun to tear off the moss and stir with growing
pains and more modern ideas.
He bought a half interest in the drug store of his brother-in-law, Benjamin Haggott, situated where Dickensheets grocery on Main avenue now is,
then moved to the room now occupied by the Elk saloon, in Poplar street. He
soon bought out Mr. Haggot and rented one half the room to S. N. Todd
for a book store and after nine years in the business sold out to Todd and
Vandegrift. Being of horticultural taste, he engaged in fruit and vegetable
raising on his little farm northeast of Sidney and followed it for several years,
then moved to Sidney to the double lot near Benjamin's D. Handle factory,
where he has lived for thirty years and where he indulges in the luxury of
small fruits grown in this climate and which he richly enjoys.
In March, 1855, he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Cunningham on the farm north of Sidney, latterly known as the Joseph Fry farm.
Three sons were born, Wallace, now first steward of the insane asylum at
Logansport, Indiana; William, now of Sidney; and John, who lately with
his wife returned from a home visit to Sitka, Alaska, where he has lived
about twenty years. John went there as teacher employed by the Presbyterian church industrial school, but is now engaged in mining in Chickagoff
island, forty miles from Sitka.
In 1864 Mr. Gamble enlisted in the army and was at Petersburg, Virginia,
during the long bombardment of that city, but escaped unharmed.
Mr. Gamble belonged to the United Presbyterian church here as an active
member for forty years and then joined the First Presbyterian church. He
has been identified with the Sunday school for more than seventy years and
In politics he has always been a stalwart Repubas teacher for fifty years.
outspoken courage of his convictions.
Such, in brief, is a biography of Mr. Gamble, who for eighty-four years
has been identified with Sidney and close vicinity as one of its most esteemed
lican since the organization, with the

citizens.

•John E. Bush. In 1849, the California gold fever struck Sidney. It
might be termed a species of yellow fever and took off several of the residents of Sidney and vicinity.
There is no spot on earth, except it be the
north pole", that is now so remote from our city as California was in those
days.
At the present time a man can go around the world in less time than
it took to get a fair start on the tedious journey across the plains, and do it
comparatively without peril and in luxurious comfort.
The fifty-nine years
have been an era of amazing world progress, and to the young generation the
story of the adventurers of three score years ago with what the forty-niners
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endured and saw sounds

like a

romance, and

geration, falls far short of the reality.
The forty-niners' names, like those of the

yet, instead
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of being an exag-

Mexican veterans, are mostly

carved on marble or granite in the cemeteries as but few are

left to relate

their thrilling experience.

The subject of this biographical effusion, John E. Bush, of Orange
township, one mile south of Sidney, on Sulphur Heights, is a Pennsylvanian
by birth, as the little Bushwhacker put in an appearance in the home of
Henry Bush, in Monroe county, September 30, 1828, so he is now four
The family came to this county near where John
score and four years.
now resides in 1838. He had just entered the legal status of a man when
the news came that our new possession of California was just sparkling
The intelligence
with gold and its streams rippling over auriferous beds.
was enough to give almost anyone the yellow jaundice and John, being of
an adventurous spirit, had it violently. Giving way to the impulse of feathering his nest in that far off region, he. with his brother. Dr. C. W. Bush,
and Morris Jackson, got their possessions together, rigged out a schooner
on four wheels, canopied for protection, with a propelling force of a team
of horses, and set sail, figuratively speaking, for St. Jo, Missouri, April
St. Jo was the outlying point
19, 1849, and arrived there in about four weeks.
of western civilization where additional supplies were laid in for the long
journey, across the plains, the deserts and over the Rockies and Sierras, from
time immemorial the undisturbed abode of the Indians, buffaloes, deer, anteBridges over
lopes, wolves, bears, jack rabbits, prairie dogs, and gophers.
perilous rivers were a commodity and convenience not encountered, so the
dangerous streams, many with bottoms of shifting sands, had to be forded,
and many were the fatal disasters in the attempt. Twenty miles in a day
was deemed rapid progress through dust shoe top deep and those in good
condition walked rather than rode, though there was no likelihood of a head
end collision as the trains were all moving in the same direction. Even if
they had been going in an opposite way the impact of a collision would not
have been serious when the velocity was not over two miles an hour, and
rarely that.
The jolt would have been a good deal like rolling off a sheet
onto the floor. Water being scarce, the weather hot, and the dust thick,
the weary travelers were some distance from godliness, if cleanliness is next
If the pores were closed at night they opened the next day with
to it.
exuding sweat. The panorama did not change rapidly at the rate they were
going so the journey would have been a trifle monotonous if some episode
Buffaloes by the thousands and
did not happen almost daily to relieve it.
hundreds of thousands were seen and one night their horses, which were
turned out to graze around the camp, were seized with the idea that they
would enjoy the freedom of the plains better than pulling a wagon, even
though in good society, so they took after the buffaloes and were never recovered.
John started after them and pursued them for about eight miles.
Almost famished with thirst a little lake of about twelve acres came into
view but when he got to the banks he found the buffalo and other animals
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and he could not drink a mouthful
a most distressed condition but the
recollection of that day's experience may dissuade him from voting dry when
the question comes up.
At Salt Lake they paused for a while but not long, as Prophet Brigham
Young had preached a sermon in which he counseled the saints to not furnish
any eatables or other necessities to the weary, worn visitors for love or
money. Not all the wives of the much married Mormons were happy, as
the party was implored by two or three females to take them along to Calhad converted

He managed

it

into a pool of filth

to get back to

camp

in

Before they got to their destiifornia, a request that could not be granted.
nation their food supplies gave out and with starvation staring them in the
duck
a
and
hawk with a squirrel in its talons.
face John fortunately shot a
These gave them a lease of life and John devoured the squirrel. The duck
and hawk were parceled out among the others. In September the Sacramento valley in all its native loveliness was seen from the mountain summit,
and Canaan could not have looked more entrancing to the manna surfeited
Their money was running
Israelites than
did this valley to them.
low and as flour was over a dollar a pound and other necessities on the top
shelf the emergency to "hurry up" and stir themselves was strenuous.
cradle for rocking the auriferous sands was quickly constructed from the
wagon bed and operations were commenced on Feather river with reasonable success from the start, but living was so high that their surplus or sinking fund did not accumulate to the full measure of their hopes. Placer mining was followed by .Mr. Bush for four years and then a vessel was taken
at San Francisco for the Isthmus of Darien, which he crossed, sailed for
New York and then he set his face for Ohio. His brother, Dr. Bush, remained and eventually settled in Los Angeles, where, with the practice of his
profession and read estate deals in that thriving city, he accumulated a fortune,
which he enjoyed singly, as he never married and died there two of three
Of all the forty-niners that went from this section Mr. Bush
years ago.
and Mr. Jacob Shanly are the only living. Returning to the home farm on
Sulphur Heights he dwelt in fancy free as a bachelor until September 17. [863,
he joined fortunes with Miss Christiana Rauth and ever since the old homestead and the adjoining acres in the delightful spot on the pike where he now
A family of eight children were born in
lives has been his residing place.
their household, six of whom are living: Charles, John, Will and Fred, of
Edward died
Sidney, and George and Bertha at home with their parents.
in a hospital in California several years ago at the age of twenty-six years,
and Maud two or three years since at home, aged eighteen.
Mr. Bush has crossed the continent to California nine times, but the
first in his Pullman palace car propelled by oxen with no extra charge for a
sleeping birth left a taste in his mouth which, the others have not supplanted
Being
and a spot in his memory more vivid than all the other trips combined.
a natural Nimrod there are but few animals native to this country that have
As a taxidermist he is an expert, and
not succumbed to his unerring rifle.
having a taste for curiosities, relics and rare specimens, his home is a museum
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not equaled outside the cities in the state, for he has gathered them from
New Brunswick to the Pacific.
Last Sunday I accepted an invitation, without urging, to take dinner at
the Bush residence and a little after 1 1 o'clock John, Jr., wa's at the front
door with his Reo automobile which whisked us to the homestead in ten
minutes, where I was greeted by the veteran, wife and family. Dinner was
soon announced, for outside the corporation sun time is in vogue, which puts
After
the country folks about half an hour ahead of the urban population.
dinner a look was taken at three wild geese in an enclosure that have one
wing clipped to prevent them from joining a flock should it happen to fly over
Two wild ducks with a brood of sixteen, a day
the farm in its migration.
The little balls of animated
old, were sporting in a little artificial pond.
feathers do not have to go through a training process to teach them to swim,
but perform with all the grace of connoisseurs from the very start.
John,
being somewhat of a crude artist, painted on the white barn, in jet black, some
alleged bears, deer and other wild animals and his son, Will, said that when
the horses first got a glimpse of these caricatures it was with difficulty they
could be got near the barn, but eventually their timidity was overcome, for
Returning to the
a horse can get used to almost anything however frightful.
house I was taken through the apartments and made a note of some of the
specimens.
In the sitting room a huge moose head, nine inches across the
Mr. Bush and
nose, and with fan-like antlers, looked down from the wall.
son, Fred, killed the animal on the north shore of Lake Superior a few
The animal was six feet and six inches high and weighed about
years ago.
1,200 pounds; the horns have twenty-two points. To the left was a magnificent pair of elk horns of twelve points, five feet and seven inches high with
four feet spread, a fine deer head and another of one killed in Minnesota.
A center table with legs of three elk horns, another center table, three stories
high, with moose and deer feet, a sideboard, hat rack with a split fawn
head and hooks of deer feet, a Columbus chair made by Mr. Bush, who is
handy with carpenter's tools, from sixty pieces of hickory and covered with
In the hall is another hat rack
the skin of a bear he killed in Wisconsin.
with deer feet hooks, a score or so of beautiful canes and a badger skin.
In the parlor is a diamond willow stand, the material of which he gut on
the upper Missouri, a stool with deer feet and elk horns for railing, corner
parlor chair which Mr. Bush fashioned from hickory and ash, a much prized
photograph of eight deer suspended and killed in Maine with the hunters
standing near, Joseph and Jess Laughlin, James Wilson, William Kingseed,
Frank Brewer and Mr. Bush. Four of the deer he killed. There is also a
photograph of two wild turkeys and one of himself taken in California in
1853. Barbers being a scarce article there his black hair covered his shoulders and a fringe of whiskers gave him the solemn look of a Dunkard preacher.
From the parlor we went up stairs to a large front room devoted entirely to
specimens and relics which are there by the thousands, collected in different
parts of the country, to which are added countless queer and beautiful shells
gathered by Mrs. Bush and daughter, Bertha, on the shore of the Pacific.
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Gold bearing quart?, curious stones, many of beautiful moss agate with vegetable sprigs visible in the translucent stones, onyx, chalcedony, etc., in almost
endless variety, condor quills, the head of a black wolf killed by William
Kingseed, twenty-seven birds, many of the duck family, and a wild goose, a
wild turkey, a cormorant, a bald eagle, blue winged heron, road runner.

Jack rabbit, a porcupine which Mr. Bush killed in Wisconsin with a club.
a bass, caught by him in the Lewistown reservoir with Joseph Laughlin managing the boat. This bass weighed eight and one-half pounds when caught,
the head of a wolf killed by George Linder in Wisconsin, thirteen deer heads
on the walls, two of which got their horns locked while fighting and were
found dead in South Dakota, three pair of buffalo horns and a host of
When in California he was
other curiosities fairly bewildering in number.
From the
attacked in the mountains by a grizzly she bear that had cubs.
fierce indications he thought that this Bush better aspire to a tree and ascended
one as rapidly as possible and so did the bear to the same one and caught
Both fell to
his hind leg near the calf, making four holes in his boot leg.
the ground, when the bear ran to her cubs, and he, to avoid any disagreeable
encounter, went somewhat hurriedly in an opposite direction, which was a
prudent movement, for she returned with malicious intent but he avoided
He cut off the boot leg and has it among his
the rush by starting early.
Mr. Bush has killed over
collection with the autograph or mark of the bear.
200 deer, a moose, four bears, ducks and geese without number, and does
In politics he is a
not have to draw on his imagination for fish stories.
Democrat though a great admirer of President Roosevelt, has served two
terms as county commissioner but enjoys a deer hunters' picnic better than a
political convention and prefers an outing with his gun or fish pole to a soIn shooting contests he rarely returns without
journ at a summer resort.
winning a prize. His philosophy in life is to enjoy the passing moment
and not depend too much on an uncertain future, subscribing without mental
reservation to the saying that one bird in the hand is worth two in the Bush.
Mr. Bush has been honored by his party in being elected infirmary director,
serving nine years, and in 1881 was elected county commissioner for three
The
years and re-elected in 1884, but is in no sense an offensive partisan.
blankets, the knives, hatchets, etc., he has won in shooting contests at the deer
hunters' picnics would give each of his children a good setting out in articles
of that line, and still have enough for himself and his wife. No other marksman of his age in this region has much show when he draws a bead on the
target and the younger ones find in him a stubborn competitor.

One of the bears shot by Mr. Bush was a grizzly, killed in the CaliP. S.
Another episode in his career was a
fornia mountains, near Eureka lake.
with the Indians. They had rifled a camp and he with three others attacked about thirty braves and squaws as they were eating breakfast and put
fight

them

John's gun was a flint lock. All the heads of the deer, twentynumber, and other specimens, were preserved and mounted by him
John and George, who were expert taxidermists. At Fort Arthur

to flight.
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which are well
patronized by whole-souled fellows, but he did not hear an oath. They were
two days and nights crossing the American desert without water and many
were so exhausted that they had to be loaded into wagons and their tongues
were so swollen they could not talk, but their lives were saved by administering much reviled whiskey, thus showing that it is a good thing on a desert
The nights were gorgeous with volcanic fireworks, which, in the distance,
roared and illumined the sky and many of the springs were so hot anything
A. B. C. H., 1908.
could be cooked in the water.
John Blakeley It is said that nothing will polish a person and give
him a careless and cosmopolitan air like travel. Observing that my wonted
luster was growing dim and gaping curiosity, that unfailing indication of
rustic simplicity, was getting the better of me, I resolved to take a day off or
a day out and rub up against the wicked world, thus becoming a tourist at
all

the hotels have saloons

also

—

large, with the best of intentions.

In accordance with this rash resolution and being sleepless over the proscouch of repose was abandoned earlier than usual, an affectionate
good-bye hurled at family and friends Monday morning, the trolley station
sought for a ticket to Botkins, twelve miles distant toward the polar star that
is always in its place and around which Ursa Major, with his celestial dipper,
has been circling for ages.
The day was beautiful and although the Monday before was resonant
with the jingling of sleigh bells and the merry laugh of children, youths and
maidens crowded into slipping vehicles or hanging to cutters, every vestige of
the beautiful had disappeared and the strident honk of the automobile was
heard, one of the most sudden changes in this capricious climate.
This ascent to the classic suburb of Jimtown or Bennettville was soon
reached and a little more power was applied as if the car was eager to get
out of sight of this burg nodule which has come to stay and can not be
avoided even if so desired on a northern trip.
What a change has been wrought in the country within the last thirty or
forty years around Sidney. The almost impassable mud and corduroy roads
with their adhesive or jolting horrors have been supplanted by hundreds of
miles of graded and graveled free pikes, furnishing drainage outlets and
annihilating distance when compared with what used to be.
Dense native
forests have been cleared and unobstructed vistas miles in length opened
through the rich level country dotted here and there with pretty farm houses
and barns environed by clustering orchards.
The butting in of an era of prosperity years ago and its continuance with
no prospect of abatement put farmers on Easy street, doubled the value of
their real estate, fattened their bank accounts so that they are beginning to
know the luxury of living rather than merely existing. With taste thus
elevated' and becoming alive to the possibilities which can be achieved by intelligently working with Mother Nature, what Shelby county will be in half
a century more is a picture that can hardly be overdrawn.
pect, the
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The

Swanders and one might
go by without knowing it, so' unpretentious is it, but Anna, split into two
precincts and about evenly balanced by the boundary line between Franklin
and Dinsmore townships, has, in round numbers, about one thousand people,
good, bad and indifferent, with a large preponderance of the good, as it is a
Lutheran stronghold and their magnificent new church edifice close to the
track challenges admiration for its artistic beauty and the up-to-date homes
erected largely by rich, retired farmers, who have clustered there for social,
intellectual and religious privileges.
But I started for Botkins and will reRemembering Botkins, graced by the rather
serve Anna for future reference.
plebeian name of Stringtown forty years ago, I turned up my trousers and
wore rubbers, for at that time it did not take more than a heavy dew to controlley line does not invade nor disturb

vert its rich, undrained soil into a mortar bed where, Mrs. Gutman said, her
horse got stalled in the street, though she and a box of dog leg tobacco were
The foot gear precaution
the only freight in the buggy bound for Fryburg.
based on ancient experience was entirely unnecessary as the graded streets
were comparatively dry and the long lines of concrete pavement were white
and clean as a new pin. Being Monday, when wash tub wrestling engages the
attention of rural households and which was an ideal day for drying purified
linen, there was not much business bustle in the growing village, giving a
pedestrian plenty of elbow room, and the first familiar face which dawned on
my optics was that of Adam Blakeley, a friend in good and regular standing
for many years.
Adam, though a stalwart Republican in a strong Democratic town, is no
mere figure head, as he has been mayor and was only defeated the last time
by one vote by Thomas Kennedy; is postmaster and editor and proprietor
of the Botkins Herald, a luminary which sheds light in the community, suggests improvements, records the happenings and molds public opinion.
As the objective point on this trip was to interview John Blakeley, his
father, a pioneer veteran of eighty-four years, we together walked to the
home of this retired fanner and as good luck would have it there sat Lorenzo
Elliott, a relative and veteran pioneer but a few months Mr. Blakeley 's junior
and walked from his home two and a half miles distant to make a morning
visit.
He is wonderfully well preserved, while Mr. Blakeley is physically infirm, using two canes to support his bowed form, but mentally clear, is an
omnivorous reader with a fund of reminiscence and a voluble tongue that
enjoys a rehearsal of past events.
He was born in Franklin county, July n, 1825, and came to Shelby
county with his parents when three years old, where he has since lived. July
1, 1852, he married Miss Elizabeth Elliott, the fifteenth child of Mr. and Mrs.
Cornelius Elliott, and became the father of eight children, of whom Adam,
Mary and Margaret, now Mrs. Charles F. Snyder, of near Oran, survive.
By industry, economy and judicious investments he became a large land
owner but becoming somewhat weary of rural cares he moved to Botkins
Not having a sportsman's
in May, 1883, a few days after the big snow storm.
taste he has but few bear, wolf and deer stories to tell in which he figured, as
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he never killed but one deer, but he is rich in turkey and squirrel tales and
once in his life he shot into a flock of turkeys with his rifle, the ball passing
through the head of one and the body of another, one of those chance shots
which even a novice might execute, like killing two birds with one stone. He
never got tainted with the miasma of Democracy prevalent in that section, so
that sin is not on record against him, and he is a Methodist with a clean title
and faith that strengthens with years.
Lorenzo Elliott was born in Licking county in 1826 and came to Dinsmore township in 1835, married Miss Mary Bolin for his first wife and Mrs.
Chamberlain, born in England in 1831, for his second wife, and who is still
his helpmeet. »He has plowed the land on which Botkins now stands and
cradled wheat from its acres.
He also laid a mile of ties on the C. H. & D.
railway.
The station was named after Richard Botkin, who graded three
miles of the railway but never lived to see a' train on the road.
Like Mr. Blakeley Mr. Elliott was not much of a Nimrod, as he despatched but one deer but he has scared as many as twenty at one time from
Mr.
the corn field lest there would be no provender left for the family.
Blakeley related a hog sale he once made to William Marshall, of Hardin,
soon after the war which overtops all accounts of recent transactions. He
sold him seven Chester Whites that weighed 3,006 pounds at nine cents gross,
and drove them to Anna, realizing $270.54.
The fact that Botkins gave 124 wet votes to 24 dry brings a blush to Mr.
Blakeley's cheeks and provokes stinging censure from the gray haired veteran
and that they have just as many saloons as churches, three each,. is a thorn in
his side and the breaking up of a temperance meeting by a bombardment of
eggs last fall rouses his indignation every time it comes to his mind, which,
is several times a day.
It was a shame, especially at the high price of eggs.
As soon as I arrived I looked for the historic house of twelve gables built
by James Niemann, but learned that a few years ago it fell into the hands of
W. C. Zanglein and the enterprising merchant, not thinking it worth preserving any longer as a curiosity, razed it to the earth and erected his fine three
story brick department store 42 feet by 90, which is crowded from basement
to roof with a limitless store of articles, including groceries.
Botkins now has three dry goods and one furniture store, two warehouses,
new bakery, four blacksmith shops, a large implement house now being
erected by Mayor Kennedy which will be roofed this week, and a large factory
employing seventy-five men owned by the Sheets brothers, and a bank. These
brothers now own and operate nine warehouses at different points and by
the means of the telephone do all their office work in Botkins. Frank Gutman,
who has spent his forty-five years or more, his entire life, in Botkins, succeeding his father in the store close to the C. H. & D. track, has bought 3,000
The Catholics are strong here and
bushels of clover seed so far this season.
maintain a parochial school.
Botkins draws trade from a large section of the rich farming country and
the freight and express business at the station is very large. Frank Hemmert,
the genial station agent who learned telegraphy thirty-five years ago in the
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and has been the trusted agent for thirty-three years, said the creamery
at the thriving village of New Knoxville ships 4,000 pounds of butter a week
from the station to Cincinnati and says it is worth one's while to visit that
place and see their dairies, where the cows are kept and cared for with Holland-like neatness and gentleness.
It is the garden spot of Auglaize county.
One thousand gallons of cream now, and two thousand in summer, are shipped
to Dayton monthly from the creamery owned by the Dayton Pure Milk &
Butter Company at the edge of town.
Farmers take their fresti milk to the
creamery, where the unctuous richness is separated by the centrifugal process
and the impoverished milk taken back home. A large amount of poultry comes
to an untimely end here and they have eggs to throw at the birds
and others.
That unaccountable and mysterious milk sickness used to prevail alarmingly
here, destroying human lives and whole herds of cattle but nothing has been
heard of it for years.
Some claim that the virus in the poisonous weed has
been switched into the Democratic party, but for one I do not believe it, as
no fatalities have occurred, though strange actions are sometimes obvious
up there.
It might look as if there was a methodical design in my making the call
so near noon, and perhaps there was, but then there is no place where the
tongue wags with such freedom as around a dinner table. The layout indicated that though it was Monday, they were fully prepared for distinguished
company. Gray seemed to be fashionable color with one exception around
the board and we did our duty with veteran courage and fidelity.
Bidding
my old friends good-bye I strolled quietly around as though I. were running a
gum shoe campaign until the sun-down trolley car arrived and reached Sidney when the light of the new moon began to shimmer.
Isaac Harshbarger. Our esteemed townsman. Isaac Harshbarger, now
somewhat bowed with the burden of more than four score of years, was
born in Montgomery county, not far from Dayton, in 1825 and has been
He was
a resident of Salem township and Sidney for seventy-five years.
the oldest of ten children in the family of Mr. and Mrs. Jonas Harshbarger, the former of whom was born in the year 1800 in Rockingham county,
office

—

In 1838 the family
Virginia, the latter in Franklin county, Pennsylvania.
left Montgomery county and after three days of continuous travel settled
on a farm of 100 acres, three miles northeast of Sidney, which he had purchased in Salem township, and which is now owned by the Oliver C. Staley
There were no bridges north of Piqua and the streams had to be
heirs.
forded. Of course most of the land was a virgin forest. Tillable farms had
to be reclaimed from the shadows and Isaac did what he could to let the
sunlight in.
At the age of sixteen he was apprenticed to learn the tailor's
trade, at which he worked in Port Jefferson and Sidney for forty years.
Port Jefferson became a booming village and after the canal was finished.
being at the head of navigation, had a most brilliant prospect. Gerard and
Thomas bought on the site 160 acres and laid out about 120 in streets and
lots; a man by the name of Jackson .laid out twenty acres and Mr. Wright

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS

421

which he called North Salem. Three long streets running east
and west were made and buildings constructed rapidly. In fact the future
for Port Jefferson looked so propitious that the late Samuel Rice, who went
on horseback from Buffalo to Chicago to make an investment, concluded that
Fort Jefferson had a brighter look and made a purchase there in preference
to the Windy City, now the metropolis of the West.
Soon after the canal was done, five warehouses were in operation, cooper
and stave shops employed at least 150 men, there was one grist mill, two
asheries for the manufacture of potash, where seven cents a bushel were
paid for ashes, which was no inconsiderable revenue to the farmers as forests
were burned in clearing the land. There were five stores, the father of Lot
Ogden being among the first who came from Chambersburg, near Dayton,
with a $400 stock and eventually accumulated $50,000 or more. Mr. Cromer
did about the same and moved back to Dayton, and Mr. Thirkield and Mr.
Thompson also had general stores. The trade at this little giant of a town
was immense, reaching far to the north and east. Streets were thronged
whenever the roads would permit. Previous to this grain had to be hauled
to Sandusky on the lake, so that the scope of country tributary in a business
was far reaching.
Two large hotels were built, at one of which Mr. Harshbarger boarded
two years at $1.25 a week and it makes his mouth water to think of the excellent fare provided at about six cents a meal with lodging thrown in.
Peaches and berries were abundant and could be had for the gathering,
game fairly swarmed in the woods and numerous birds snapped up. the codling moths, so the luscious apples were not bored and preempted at the center
with a vermiform appendix.
The bugs and flies with which the present generation has to contend had
not rallied their warring forces, so living was cheap, and well that it was, as
even shin plasters, which were current, did not lie around loose.
Mr. Harshbarger says that there was more and finer poplar in the forests
of Shelby county at that time than in any other county in the state, with
abundance of walnut, both of which are now so valuable, but they were ruththirty acres,

lessly cut or destroyed.

There were three sawmills
in the

in the vicinity

and as there was plenty of snow

winter of 1847, the sawmills were crowded with poplar logs from three

feet to five feet in diameter.

In January a

thaw and rain

set in, the

water rose to an almost unprece-

He says he saw logs that would cover
the Miami.
In the campaign of 1840 the whigs got together one day and cut the
monarch poplar on the south side of the river, which was over six feet in
diameter and sixty feet to the first branch. The mammoth log was converted
dented height and swept them away.
ten acres float

down

This was drawn
into a canoe in which four or five could sit side by side.
Dayton and sold to a party in Hamilton and was used in the "Tippecanoe
and Tyler too" stirring campaign.
Two or three canal boats were built in Port Jefferson when the canal
to
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now lonesome feeder of the Miami and Erie canal
was a busy throughfare for packets and freight boats but the notes of the
horn of the captain have been superseded by the steam whistle of the railway
engine. A dry-dock for the repair of boats was constructed at the basin near
got in operation and the

Philip Smith's foundry.
As soon as the Big Four and C. H. & D. railways intersected at Sidney,
a cloud came over the business sky of Port Jefferson which has never lifted
and the golden prospect of this pretty spot, still beautiful in its decay, went
glimmering and Sidney commenced to boom into consequential importance,
sapping the very life blood of Port Jefferson, until today there are not as

many

inhabitants as there were voters in 1847.
Mr. Harshbarger was a life-long democrat and held

local offices in Port
1853 he was elected coroner of the county
Dr. Albert Nelson was present at the inquest
and with Dr.
on the body of the murdered Artis girl. It was held in February with the
snow fifteen inches deep on the ground. He was present at the hanging of
Artis a year later in the county jail and was deputized to help Sheriff J. C.
Dryden. The African fought so hard when they started from his cell that
he had to be choked and knocked into insensibility before they could adjust
He was four years United States marshal for the counties of
the noose.
Shelby, Auglaize and Mercer under Gen. Andrew Hickenlooper, and in 1868
was elected sheriff of Shelby county, serving six years.
He married Miss Joanna Staley, who was a schoolmate of his boyhood,
and seven children were born in their household, four of whom are living.
Mr. Harshbarger bought the old home farm of 100 acres where he lived for
many years but since 1902 he has been living with his daughter, Miss Verdy
Harshbarger.

Jefferson for

many years. In
Park Beeman and

J.

EDWARD

RI'SSKLL

Representative Citizens
EDWARD

RUSSELL, a leading member of the Sidney bar,
in the Woodward building, Sidney, is one of the representaof Shelby county and for sixteen years has given attention to
the numerous duties connected with his office as secretary of the Shelby
County Fair Board. Mr. Russell, like many of his professional brethren,
was born on a farm, August 9, 1866, his parents living then in Turtle

HON. J.

with offices

tive

men

Creek township, Shelby county, four miles from Sidney. He is a son of
William and Laura (Beck) Russell.
William Russell was also a native of Shelby county and was born on
a farm in Clinton township, two and one-half miles northwest of Sidney,
a son of Joshua Russell, who was a pioneer in that section. Mr. Russell
for a number of years was an extensive farmer and stock raiser but is now
practically retired and lives on a small farm not far from Sidney.

Edward Russell attended the public schools of Turtle Creek townand afterward the Sidney schools and after graduating from the
Sidney high school in 1888, engaged in teaching and taught three terms
in the district schools, in the meanwhile applying all his leisure time to
acquiring knowledge of the principles of law.
He then entered the law
offices of George Marshall, with whom he pursued his law studies until he
finished the course, and in 1893 was admitted to the bar and immediately
opened his office at Sidney. He served two terms as city solicitor and
has been a member of the school board for one term. In his practice
of law he covers all branches and has been identified with many cases
J.

ship

In republican politics he has been unusually
state-wide interest.
prominent and in 1904 and again in 1906, was elected to the state senate,
and while at Columbus won still further the confidence and esteem of
his fellow citizens. Mr. Russell has additional interests and is a member
of the board of directors of the First National Exchange Bank and also
of the Peoples Savings and Loan Association.
Senator Russell was married at Sidney, O., to Miss Jennie Laughlin,
who died August 29, 1910, survived by one daughter, Carrie. He is
In his fraternal relations he is
a member of the Presbyterian church.
a Mason and a Knight of Pythias, and belongs also to some professional
He is distinctly one of Sidney's foremost
societies and social organizations.
men.

of

WILBER
ness

men

E. KILBORN, one of the representative and substantial busiof Sidney, O., treasurer and general manager of the American Steel
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city, was born near Benson,
Edson S. and Martha J. (Wright) Kilborn.
parents of Mr. Kilborn came to Shelby county when the latter was
eight years old, and later moved to a farm west of Lincoln, Neb. The father
engaged in farming and there both parents died and three children survive:
Wilber E. Mrs. Lydia Funk, residing at Milford, Neb.: and Henry S., a
farmer in Hamilton county, Neb.
Wilber E. Kilborn attended the public schools at Sidney, and afterward,
In 1875 he became cashier of the Citizens
for several years, taught school.
Bank and continued until 1881, when he left in order to become manager of
the American Steel Scraper Company, of Sidney, and ever since has remained
interested in the same business way, a reliable, honorable, conservative factor
in the city's life.
Mr. Kilborn married Miss Anna Hendershott, a daughter of George W.
Hendershott, an old resident of Sidney, and they have two surviving children
Helen M., who is the wife of Joseph Hagan, of Toledo, O. and Ruth, who is
Mr. Kilborn and familly
a student at Smith College, Northampton, Mass.
In his political views he is
are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
a republican, and he is an active member of the Commercial Club. In 19 12 he
erected his handsome residence on North Ohio avenue.

Scraper Company, an important enterprise of this

Vt., a son of

The

;

;

W.

J.

SHERMAN, who

is

assistant cashier of the

Loramie Banking

at Fort Loramie, and a member of its board of directors, belongs to
one of the old and substantial families of this section, one that has had much
to do with the development of Shelby county. He was born at Fort Loramie,
on the west side of the Miami canal, May 3, 1869, and is a son of W. J. and

Company,

Mary (Hummer) Sherman.
old when his
J. Sherman was bom in Germany and was four years
William Sherman, brought him to the United States, in 1836, and setShelby county. A thrifty, enterprising and broad-minded man, William Sherman became a leader in many of the early movements in this section
and through his efforts a schoolhouse was erected on his farm and the special
school district as well as the fine turnpike road afterward constructed, bears
the Sherman name.
W. J. Sherman received his primary education in the
above district but completed his education at Cincinnati, O., and afterward
taught school for some years and subsequently was made county surveyor of
Shelby county, acceptably filling that important office for twelve continuous
years. After his marriage he settled in McLean township and became interested in the lumber and stave manufacturing business and in this connection
acquired some 1,000 acres of land lying in Patterson township, in Darke
county and in McLean and Cynthian townships in Shelby county. He was
also engaged as a dry goods merchant at Fort Loramie, being the senior member of the general mercantile firm of Sherman & Pilliod. His death occurred
He was
at the age of sixty-five years and his loss was felt in many circles.
a faithful member of St. Michael's Catholic church and he and wife carefully
As a leading democrat in his section he
reared their children in this faith.
was frequently honored by his party with election to public office and he

W.

father,

tled in
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He

married

trustee and
Peter Hummer, then of Cynthian township,
and three sons and five daughters were born to them, namely Johannah. who
is the wife of Bernard Borger of McLean township; Magdalene, who is the
wife of Anthony Brandewie, of Clinton township; Mary, who is the wife of
John Borger, of Fort Loramie Peter, who is a resident of Sidney Catherine,
who is the wife of J. B. Trimpe, of Sidney; Clara, who is the widow of Henry
Pilliod. of Toledo, O. W. J. and Charles, who died when aged twenty-three
years.
The mother of the above family survived to the age of seventy-two
in other capacities.

:

;

;

;

;

years.

W. J. Sherman, who bears his late father's name, attended school in boyhood in the Berlin special school district and afterward was a student at St.
Mary's Institute, Dayton, O. He then gave his father assistance on the home
farm until he was twenty-one years of age when he turned his attention to
the livestock business and for seven years was a large shipper of stock from
this section.
Since the organization of the Loramie Banking Company he
has been on its directing board and one of its officials, and was one of the
promoters of the Minster-Lorain Railway, and is secretary of the company.
Since his marriage he has resided in McLean township and is interested there
in 200 acres of land, divided into two well-improved farms.
On November 25, 1896, Mr. Sherman was married to Miss Frances
Schemnecker, who was born in Kentucky and is a daughter of Frank and Ida
Schmnecker, who were then residents of Minster, O. To Mr. and Mrs. Sherman the following children have been born Frank, William, Victoria, Mary,
James, Beatrice and Helen. The family belongs to St. Michael's Catholic
church and are interested and active in many of its avenues of benevolence
and pleasant social organizations. Mr. Sherman is a strong democrat, along
old Jeffersonian lines, and his influence in his party is marked.
As a citizen
:

he is held in exceeding high esteem, serving for years as a member of the city
council of Fort Loramie and for seven years was elected mayor, his wise
management of municipal affairs during this long period, bringing about
much prosperity.

JOHN

SHERMAN,

president of the board of county commissioners
J-.
of Shelby county, O., and one of the county's most substantial citizens, belongs
to one of the old pioneer families of this section.
He was born in McLean
township, October 2, 1848, and is a son of Henry B. and Catherine (Ernst)

Sherman.
William Sherman, the grandfather of John J. Sherman, came to the
United States from Prussia, settled in Ohio and in 1833 entered land from
the government in McLean township, Shelby county.
Henry B. Sherman,
son of William Sherman and father of John J., was fifteen years of age when
he came to Shelby county and here became a well-known man. For twentyeight years he taught school acceptably, although he was largely self taught.
He also engaged in farming and took an intelligent interest in public matters
and, in fact, became a representative man in McLean township, where his

death took place in 1904,

when he was aged

eighty-six years.

He

married
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Catherine Ernst, .who was born in Hanover, Germany, and came to Shelby
county in girlhood, spent her subsequent life here and died in 1909, in her
eighty-second year.
John J. Sherman assisted his father on the home farm and attended the
local schools.
Farming has been his main occupation and since 1871 he has
resided on his present farm in McLean township. He owns two other farms
in the county, one in Turtle Creek township and the other in Cynthian township, all three aggregating 300 acres in Shelby county, while he also has forty
acres of valuable land in Mexico, which he occasionally visits. Mr. Sherman
is a man of excellent business judgment and this quality makes him a very
Politically a democrat, many public offices were tenuseful public official.
dered him before he consented to serve as a county commissioner. He first
assumed the important duties of the same in September, 1909, and is serving
in his second term and has been further honored by being elected president
of this body.
In 1 87 1, Mr. Sherman was married to Miss Lena Pelster, who was born
in Germany, a daughter of the late Henry J. Pelster, who was formerly a
well-known farmer here. To Mr. and Mrs. Sherman the followinng children
have been born: Katherine, who is the wife of Frank Tahman; Henry, who
is a bookkeeper in a business house at Dayton, is a well-educated young man
who formerly taught school in this township Anthony, who assists his father
in carrying on the activities of the home farm Louis, who is a farmer in
Cynthian township and Mary, Frances, William and Leo. Mr. Sherman and
family belong to the Catholic church.
;

;

;

THOMAS

WHEATON, who is a highly respected citizen and retired
farmer of Shelby county, O., has been a resident of Sidney since December,
191 1, when he removed from his fine farm of 160 acres, which is situated
in Orange township.
He was born on a farm in Montgomery county, O.,
September 14, 1854, and is a son of William and Jane (Williams) Wheaton.
William Wheaton, with his wife and son. moved from Montgomery county
Mr. Wheaton at that
to Miami county, when the latter was two years old.
time had little capital and the family home was a log cabin near Lena, but
he was an industrious and thrifty man and gradually accumulated substance
until he owned two farms and also became interested in a grain business at
Lena. He got to dickering in the board of trade and lost heavily. His death
occurred in advanced age, a well-known and respected man.
Thomas Wheaton was mainly reared near Lena, O., attended school in
that vicinity and remained on the home farm working for his father until
he was twenty-seven years of age. After marriage he rented a farm for eight
years, in Miami county, and then bought 120 acres in Orange township.
Shelby county, to which he later added forty acres in the spring of 191 1.
Several years after taking up his residence on his farm his house was
destroyed by fire and after rebuilding he also replaced the barn and gradually
all the other structures and now its improvements equal those on any other
place in the township. He carried on the usual farm activities until he retired,
Mr. Wheaton purchased his handsince when his son has been in charge.
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Sidney, in 191

1,

where he and

wife

live in great comfort.
Mr. Wheaton married Miss Ida Garbry, a daughter of James and Mary
Catherine Garbry, of Shelby county, and they have three children and one
grandchild Ora, who is engaged in business at Dayton, O. Lucy, who is the
wife of James Wiley, of Orange township, and they have one son, Darwin;
and Albert, who ably carries on the farm industries for his father. He married Iona Redinbo. Mr. Wheaton and sons are identified with the democratic
party. Although never anxious for public office, Mr. Wheaton is a conscientious citizen and proved his value to his fellow citizens during three years of
service as trustee of Orange township. He has been an Odd Fellow for many
years, still preserving his interest in the principles and object of this fraternal
:

;

organization.

MRS. ELIZABETH PAUWELLS, one of the best-known and most
highly esteemed owners of property in McLean township, resides in section
She was
2, where she has 109 acres of both cultivated and pasture land.
born in the State of New York, May 12, 1842, and is a daughter of John
and Mary Louisa (Wesling) Stern.
The parents of Mrs. Pauwells were natives of Germany and after coming
to the United States they lived for about six years in New York and then
moved to Auglaize county, O. There the father followed his trade of stone
cutter and also engaged in farming, his death occurring at Minster when
aged about fifty years. His wife survived to be sixty-three years of age.
They were members of the Catholic church and in that faith they reared

whom survive, but Mrs. Pauwells is the only
one living in Shelby county. She was five years old when her parents setShe then
tled at Minster and there she was reared and attended school.
He was
married Ezabaus Pauwells, generally known as Isaac Pauwells.
baking
trade.
the
learned
land
Holland
and
in
his
own
reared
in
born and
When twenty-one years of age he came to' America and in the course of time
made his home at Minster, O. Following his marriage he settled on the farm
in McLean township which now belongs to his widow, working for twentyfive years for the firm of Coons & White, who owned a sawmill at Dayton.
He then bought this farm and spent the rest of his life here, making many
improvements, draining and tiling all the land that could be cultivated and
putting up the buildings that are now in use. The eastern boundary of the
farm is the Loramie reservoir and Loramie creek extends through the land,
and thus thirty acres, on account of overflow, is given up to pasturage. During the fishing season the farm has many visitors and preparations are always
made for the annual influx, and comfortable accommodations are provided for
Boats and fishing tackle are
fishing parties and stabling is given the teams.
kept for hire.
For fifty years this has been a favorite rendezvous for the
was
genial
host and was very highly
a
disciples of Isaac Walton. Mr. Pauwells
considered by all who knew him. His death occurred July 6, 1903, at the age
of seventy-four years and his burial was at Minster, O. He was a faithful
member of St. Augusta Catholic church.

their eight children, four of
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To Mr. and Mrs. Pauwells the following children were born: Mary
Louisa, who died when aged nineteen months; John Ezabaus, who died
unmarried when aged forty-nine years Bernard, who lives in Jackson township, Auglaize county; Annie, who is the wife of Benjamin Lampert, lives
at Minster; Margaret, who is the wife of Henry Hollit, of Minster; August,
who died at the age of nine months Catherine, who died when aged eleven
months; Julius, who operates the home farm for his mother; and Caroline,
who lived but six weeks. Mrs. Pauwells and children are members of the
;

;

Catholic church.

HON. R. D. CURTNER, mayor of Anna, O., and also serving as deputy
county treasurer of Shelby county, is one of the leading men of this section,
prominent both in business and in politics. He was born at Port Jefferson, in
Salem township, Shelby county, O., September 15, 1866, and is a son of
Daniel and Cynthia (Shaw) Curtner.
Daniel Curtner was a well-known citizen of Shelby county, one of her
most enterprising and successful business men. He was engaged for a number
of years in the dry goods trade at Port Jefferson and was also associated with
Henry Cargill as a turnpike contractor, the firm building turnpike roads
through Salem township for years. In the early seventies he moved to Anna,
where he embarked in a general mercantile business which he continued until
within a short time of his death, which occurred in August, 1893. His widow
survives and is a highly esteemed resident of Anna.
R. D. Curtner was reared and educated at Anna and for some years continued his father's store. After disposing of the same he learned telegraphing and worked for eight years as an operator and then served for three years
as cashier of the Farmers and Merchants Bank Company, with which he is
From early manhood Mr.
yet identified as its second largest stockholder.
Curtner has taken an interest in politics and public issues and in the last election for county treasurer was the democratic nominee and was defeated by
the present incumbent, Mr. Kiser, by only 122 votes. Since then he has served
as chief clerk of the county board of equalization, also as deputy treasurer
and as deputy auditor. As mayor of Anna he is giving the town a fine business
administration and while adding to its revenues is also maintaining the highest
standard of law and order. Mayor Curtner owns a valuable farm of eighty
acres in Salem township which is operated by a reliable tenant fanner.
Mayor Curtner was married in 1886 to Miss Myrtle Young, a daughter of
S. D. and Mary J. Young, of Anna, and they have four children Carl, who
is foreman of the Majestic Automobile Company, of Lima, O., in which his
father is financially interested Fred A., who is a musician in the band attached
to the 30th U. S. Inf., now stationed in Alaska; and Erma and Lucille, young
ladies well known in the social circles of Anna.
Mayor Curtner is a thirtysecond degree Mason, a Knight of Pythias, a member of the Orrmis Grotto,
Knights of the Golden Eagle, and a Knight of Khorassan. In the Knights of
Pythias he has passed through all the stations up to the grand lodge.
:

;
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one of the enterprising citizens and rep-

men of Sidney, O., is proprietor of the E. W. Bingham
Furniture Store, which he has conducted here since August 15, 1895. He
was born at Alexandria, Va., December 25, 1858, and is a son of Alfred
H. and Rebecca (Evans) Bingham.
Alfred H. Bingham came from Virginia to Sidney, May 4, 187 1, and
died here in November, 1879, the death of his wife occurring in the following
year. He was a cotton-mill worker and also a pattern maker and was employed
resentative business

machine shop of his brother-in-law, George G. Haslup, a quiet, indusman, with a talent for his special line of work.
Evan W. Bingham had been a student in the Alexandria Academy prior
He
to the removal of the family to Sidney, where he entered the high school.
early developed mechanical skill and during his vacations and on holidays had
applied himself to learning the machinist trade, and when he left school, at the
age of eighteen years, was able to prove tp his employer that he could earn
a man's wages, industrial rules and conditions being somewhat different then
from the present. For twelve years Mr. Bingham worked satisfactorily as a
machinist and then decided to turn his attention in an entirely different direction and for ten years afterward was a salesman in the clothing house of Abe
Herzsam, at Sidney. At the termination of that engagement he embarked
in his present business, in which he has prospered.
He has always taken a
good citizen's interest in civic matters and is a valued member of the Sidney
Commercial Club, and one of its trustees.
Mr. Bingham married Miss Lizzie A. Fry, a daughter of the late R. L.
Fry, who was formerly prominent here in the dry goods trade. Mr. and Mrs.
Bingham have had two children: Robert Fry and Jennie Mildred, the latter
of whom died at the age of four years. Robert Fry Bingham is a student at
Oxford, O., a member of the graduating class of 1913, Miami University.
While he has never accepted
In politics Mr. Bingham is a republican.
other than local offices, he has frequently proved valuable and useful in these
and was a member of the board of public service. He belongs to the Masonic
fraternity, to the Knights of Khorassan arid to all branches of the Knights
Mr. Bingham and family
of Pythias, in which order he is past chancellor.
belong to the Presbyterian church, of which he is treasurer and a member of
its board of trustees.
in the

trious

THOMAS

GREEN, whose farm of 100 acres lies in a beautiful section
of Shelby county, in Washington township, nine miles southwest of Sidney,
was bom in Butler county, O., March 28, 1832, and is a son of John and
Elizabeth (Pearson) (Roseyboom) Green.
John Green was born in Licking county, O., where his people had settled
at a very early day.
He was married in Butler county and later moved into
Mercer county, where his death occurred about 1869. His occupation was
farming after his return from serving in the War of 1812. Of his children,
four sons and two daughters Jived to maturity and one daughter died at the
age of eighteen months.
Thomas Green went to school in both Butler and Mercer counties and
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farming has been his main business in life. During the Civil war he enlisted
in the ioo-day service as a member of Company I, 156th O. Vol. Inf., but was
sick during the larger part of the time, the hardships and unusual exposure
Mr. Green
bringing many a brave man to the army hospitals in those days
On November 2, 1865, he came
is a member of the G. A. R. post at Piqua, O.
from Mercer county, his previous home, to Shelby county and has lived ever
since on his farm in Washington township, which he still oversees but is now

from active labor.
Mr. Green married Miss Sarah Jane Preston, who came of a very loyal
patriotic family, her father and three of her brothers serving in the Mexican war and all, even the father, who was then beyond the age limit, serving
Mr. Green and wife have
in the Civil war, and one brother died in Tennessee.
had five children: Cynthia, who is the wife of Henry Bailey; William A.,
Benjamin,
resident
of Chicago; Ella, who
father;
who
is
a
his
lives
near
who
died at the age of eighteen months; and Carrie B., who married John Jones.
Mr. Green and family are members of the United Brethren church. He votes
with the republican party and formerly served as a trustee of the township.
He is one of Washington township's most respected citizens.
retired

and

CAPT. EDMUND ELGIN NUTT, whose death on September 18, 191 1,
removed one of Sidney's foremost citizens one whom all delighted to honor
was born in Shelby county, O., in 1837, the eldest son of Irwin and

—

—

Barbara (Persinger) Nutt.
The father of our subject, Irwin Nutt, was born in Montgomery county,
near Centerville, O., January 31, 181 1, being a son of Aaron Nutt, Jr. In
his youth he learned the tanner's trade, which, however, he followed for but
After acquiring a fair, common school education in the disa short time.
trict school, he spent six months in the seminary at Xenia, O., where he
prepared himself for teaching, which occupation he followed for a time. In
1834 he married Miss Barbara Persinger, of Green county, O., who was
born September 27, 1812. In 1836, with his wife and daughter, Louisa M.,
who was then one year old, he came to Shelby county and bought a piece of
timber land one mile north of Sidney, where he built a cabin for himself and
family and began to clear the land. His busy axe soon enlarged the clearing
and in course of time smiling fields took the place of the dense and gloomy
forest, and as the product of his toil he was able to command not only the

some of the luxuries of life. In the work of developing the homestead, he was greatly aided by his faithful wife, who did her part
in spinning and weaving the flax and wool for the family garments, also
aiding in the outdoor work, in addition to performing her usual household
This family consisted of
duties and rearing her family of seven children.
four sons and three daughters, as follows: Louisa M., born 1835, married
Joseph Wilkinson; Edmund E., the subject of this sketch; Margaret J., born
1840, who became the wife of James Middleton; William A., born 1843,
who married Elenor C. Lillie; Mary M., born 1845, who became the wife of
Dr. J. C. Lillie of Logan county, O. J.- Newton, born 1848, who married
Mae Price and John M., born 1851, who married Ella Smith.
In 1854 Irwin Nutt rented his farm and moved to Pemberton, O., where
necessities, but also

;
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he engaged in the business of buying and shipping grain, but three years later
he returned to his farm and there remained until 1873. By this time his children had all married and settled in homes of their own and a lonely air pervaded the old homestead as he expressed it, "the clock ticked too loudly on
At the earnest solicitation of his children, he again rented out the
its shelf."
old farm and he and his wife spent the rest of their lives with their children,
residing for a while with one, then with another. He died in Quincy, O., at the
home of his daughter, Mrs. J. C. Lillie, on March 7, 1880. In 1832, when
twenty-one years of age, he had united with the Methodist Episcopal church,
of which for the rest of his life he remained a faithful and useful member,
giving freely of his time and money in its behalf, and when his end came the
His
final summons found him prepared to enter into the eternal mansions.
remains were brought to Sidney and lay in state at the M. E. church from
Monday until Tuesday afternoon, when interment took place in Graceland
cemetery. His funeral procession was one of the largest seen in Sidney up to
He was among the first members of Temperance Lodge No. 7^,
that time.
F. & A. M., and during his life held all the offices up to and including that
of worshipful master. His wife survived him until April 5, 1905, and was
also buried in Graceland cemetery, Sidney.
Edmund E. Nutt was reared on the home farm north of Sidney and was
educated in the schools of that city. When eighteen years of age he began
teaching school, which occupation he followed for four years. He then entered
Delaware College, but his further studies were interrupted by the breaking out
of the Civil war, and on April 17, 1861, he enlisted in the Fifteenth regiment,
O. V. I., serving'three months, the full time of his enlistment. On September
.16, 1861, he re-enlisted as a private in Company F, Twentieth regiment, O.
V. I., and served until the close of the war, first as private, then sergeant, then
second and first lieutenant and later as captain, with which rank he was discharged. He took part in all great battles in which his regiment participated,
and for meritorious conduct at the battle of Atlanta, July 22, 1864, he was
awarded a medal of honor, by order of Maj. F. P. Blair. He was wounded
on the skirmish line near Atlanta, August 14, 1864.
After his return from the war Captain Nutt engaged in the grain business with his brother, William A. Nutt, at Pemberton, but after remaining
there for a while, he came to Sidney and entered into the same business here
with his brothers, I. Newton and John M. Nutt, purchasing what was known
His brothers subsequently retiring from
as the old stone bridge warehouse.
the business, he continued it alone for some time, after which he sold out his

—

interests to Griffis Brothers.
life he began the study of law and was admitted
never practiced law. Instead, he engaged again in the grain
business, being thus associated with his brother, William A., at Urbana, O.,
Subsequently he repurchased
still, however, continuing to reside at Sidney.
from E. J. Griffis the old stone bridge warehouse, to which Mr. Griffis had
added a milling department, and this he owned and managed until his death.
He was by this time conspicuous as a useful and public-spirited citizen and
in 1897 was nominated on the republican ticket for state senator for the

Although now past middle

to the bar, but

twelfth district.
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Captain Nutt was a member of Neal Post, G. A. R., from its organization.
He took great interest in the Ohio Department of the G. A. R. from the
time also of its organization, and in recognition of his zeal, and of his honorable army record, he was elected department commander of Ohio, at Canton.
O., at its twenty-ninth annual meeting in 1894.
This position he filled both
with credit to himself and satisfaction to his comrades, his administratton
beng a highly successful one. He also served as president of the regimental
organization of the Twentieth regiment, being always present at the annual
reunions of Companies F,
and K, on the 22d of August, to celebrate the
battle of Atlanta. The following circular was issued by Neal Post, G. A. R.,
at the time Captain Nutt was candidate for the office of department

H

commander.

Headquarters Neal Post, No. 62,
Department of Ohio, G A. R.
Sidney, O., April

4,

1894.

"Comrade :— We the undersigned committee, appointed by Neal Post to
name of Comrade Edmund Elgin Nutt for the position of Department Commander at the encampment to be held at Canton, respectfully and
present the

briefly submit their claims as follows
"Comrade Nutt was a candidate and received a large vote at Hamilton,
Ohio, and many pledges of support, and solicitations to remain in the field
for the next encampment, to which we confidently respond with a brief review
of some of the merits of our candidate. He was a soldier from the first call
to 'Lights Out,' from April 17, 1861, to July 15, 1865; carried a gun more
than two years and a sword two years in Company F, 15th O. V. I., three
months' service; and Company F. 20th Ohio, three years' service; served at
the front in all ranks from private to captain, and was skirmish officer on
brigade staff; was wounded on skirmish line and awarded a medal for conspicuous bravery in battle.
"As a citizen since the war, his 25 years of successful business has proven
As a comrade he was a charter member of Neal
excellent executive ability.
Post, always present at meeting, takes an active interest, is well posted in
Grand Army affairs, attends encampments, and has served Neal Post five
In addition we desire to remind comrades of their
years as commander.
pledges of support which induced us to renew the effort for the place, and
further urge our claims for the reason that this part of the state has never
been favored with department honors of any office. If this favor is granted
we promise to furnish a department commander fully up to the high standard
of former commanders.

"Yours

in F. C.

&

L.

"Signed,

—T.

B.

Marshall.

"Co. K, 83d O. V.
"J.

I.

H. Creegan,

"Co.C,2dIowa.

I.

V.

/.

"H. C. Roberts,
"Co. J), 51st O. J'. I
"Committee."
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In 1867 Captain Nutt married Miss Arvesta Van Demark, who was born
in Shelby county, O, October 28, 1844, a daughter of Henry B. and Susannah (Boyer) Van Demark, who were married January 17, 1844. Mrs. Nutt's
father, Henry B. Van Demark, was a native of this county, born near Sidney, September 19, 1815, the youngest member of the family of Daniel
and Catherine (Bush) Van Demark. He was brought up on the farm and
there remained during the lifetime of his parents, having charge of the farm
for a number of years until the death of his father, which took place in 1840.
In 1844 he married Susannah Boyer, who was born in Miami county in 182 1,

After their marriage the young couple made
Van Demark. residing with her
until her death, which occurred in 1848, at which time Henry B. Van Demark
became owner of the homestead in Orange township. In 1855 he traded it
for a farm in Washington township, which contained over 400 acres of land.
Subsequently he added further to his landed possessions, until at the time
of his death he owned over 900 acres, all within three and a half miles of Sidney. In addition to this, he owned considerable real estate in the town of Sidney.
He and his wife reared a family of five children, namely: Arvesta;
Daniel, who married Margaret A. Brown, a native of Warren county; Clymelia, now deceased, who was the wife of Samuel S. McCready; Jacob N.. of
Clinton township; and Harry, who died at the age of eleven years. Mr. Van
Demark was reared in the Presbyterian faith and his wife in that of the
United Brethren. Their burial took place in Graceland cemetery in Sidney. O.
Capt. Edmund E. Nutt and wife were the parents of six children, as follows: Florence Atlanta is the wife of Frank Leslie Shull, secretary of the
Portland Flour Mills, at Portland, Ore. They have two children— Martha
Arvesta and Frank Leslie, Jr.
Earl Edmund, who is second in order of birth, is engaged in the practice
of law in Sidney, married Lillian Esther Patterson, of Nebraska. They have
two children John Edmund and Caroline Arvesta.
Susan Ethylen, is the wife of Henry W. Roberts, a grocer of Tacoma,
Wash. She has one child Anna Catherine.
Barbara Emma is a teacher of domestic science in the Sidney high school.
Ora Marie is a kindergarten teacher in New York City. Jennie Mathers.
The
the remaining member of the family, resides at home with her mother.
family belong to the Methodist church, taking a useful part in its work and
a daughter of Jacob Boyer.
their

home with

his mother, Mrs. Catharine

—

—

various Christian activities.

FRANK

MILLER, member

of the board of education of Hopewell
which he has been clerk for the last ten years, is
one of Cynthian township's most respected citizens. He is a retired farmer
and lives on one of his three farms, which aggregate 250 acres, his home
Mr. Miller
being in section 22 v four miles southeast of Fort Loramie, O.
was born January 12, 1861, in Lancaster county, Pa., a son of Cyrus and Jane
B.

special school district, of

(Gingrich) Miller.

Cyrus Miller was born

in

Dauphin county.

Pa.,

and

his wife in

Lebanon
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county, in that state. Wh,en they came to Ohio they located on a farm west
of Pleasant Hill, in Miami county, and from there in 1876 moved to a farm
in Cynthian township, Shelby county, near Oran, O.
They now reside with
their daughter, Mrs. William Snow, who lives in Cynthian township.
Of
their family of six sons and two daughters, two sons are deceased.
Frank B. Miller was eight years old when he accompanied his parents

Miami county and was fifteen when they came to Shelby county. He had
school advantages in both sections, attending the Oran special school district
schools until he was seventeen years old. After putting aside his books, but
not forgetting their contents, Mr. Miller went to work by the month with the
determination of accumulating the capital that would enable him to buy a
farm of his own and in the course of time his energy was rewarded. When
he was twenty years of age he went to the west and prospered there, returning a year later with money that he had earned through his own industry.
He invested first in the old Roan farm, later bought the farm on which he
lives and still later bought the Brenner farm.
For nine years he lived east of
Piqua, O., on his father-in-law's farm and then moved to a farm in McLean
township belonging to his mother-in-law, three years afterward coming to the
farm he now occupies. All these farms are finely improved, Mr. Miller
taking pride in his property and hence all of it is very valuable. In addition
to general farming, which he continued until he retired, in 1907, he raised
many horses, especially draft horses, cattle and stock. All the farm industries
were intelligently carried on, new methods were adopted when they were found
superior to old ways, and Mr. Miller became known as one of the best allround agriculturists of Cynthian township. He still continues to be interested
in raising stock to some extent, but has shifted his fanning responsibilities to
younger shoulders.
Mr. Miller married Miss Katie Grosvenor, who was born in Illinois, a
daughter of Hiram and Araminta Grosvenor, once residents of McLean townThe father of Mrs. Miller died when she was six weeks
ship, Shelby county.
old. To Mr. and Mrs. Miller six children have been born, Alva, Harry, Raymond and Blanche, in Miami county, and Olive and Glenn, in Shelby county.
All survive except Alva and Raymond, who died in Miami county.
Mr. and Mrs. Miller attend the Christian church at Oran, of which she is
a member. He is a republican in his political views. Every year Mr. Miller
takes a few weeks for recreation in travel and in this way has seen much of
the country and doubtless in some measure owes his excellent health to this
wise change of environment and pleasurable interest in other than everyday

to

duties

and surroundings.

HON. EMERSON V. MOORE, former mayor of Sidney, O., and a foremost member,of the Shelby county bar, belongs to an old Ohio family and
was born on his father's farm in Green township, Shelby county, February
The father's
14,. 1868, a son of Thomas B. and Deborah (Griffis,) Moore.
death occurred in 1898, on his farm in Green township.
Emerson V. Moore was reared in his native township and secured his

HUGH THOMPSON

MATIIKi;:-
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early schooling there, afterward attending the Sidney high school for two
years and then entered the National Normal University at Lebanon, O., and
while there began the study of law.
For one year afterward Mr. Moore
taught school in Brown township, Miami county, and during the following
year was superintendent of the schools of Green township, Shelby county,
having had much to do with establishing the grade system. He had already
been admitted to the bar and then came to Sidney and has since been engaged
When the Spanish-American war became
in the practice of law in this city.
a fact, Mr. Moore was one of that band of patriotic young men who put aside
their most pressing personal interests and ambitions and with a patriotism
that was commendable, was ready to accept service, dangerous or otherwise,
in his country's defense. At that time he was second lieutenant of Co. L, Third

O. N. G., which became a part of the Third O. Vol.
to

Tampa,

Inf.,

which was hastened

Fla.

Lieutenant Moore was detailed in June, 1898, as recruiting officer and
He was later
recruited the first battalion of the regiment to war strength.
detailed as aide-de-camp on the staff of Brig. Gen. Rush T. Lincoln and
served as such until the regiment returned to Ohio for mustering out. The
war closed before this regiment was called into active service and they
returned to their homes ready for future calls. Mr. Moore is a member of
the Spanish-American War Veterans and in 191 1 served as judge-advocate
of the state of Ohio in this body.
Mr. Moore married Miss Blanche Stafford, a daughter of Joseph Stafford,
Aside from his law practice, Mr. Moore has been active in
of Sidney, O.
He is a democrat in politics and on the demopolitical and fraternal life.
cratic ticket was city solicitor and twice elected mayor of Sidney, his adminisHe belongs to the Order
trations proving beneficial to the city in every way.
of Ben Hur and to the Knights of Pythias but is particularly prominent in the
Order of the Knights of the Golden Eagle and for six years was state secretary of the organization, state president and for one year was national president of the order and probably is one of the best-known members of this
flourishing society in Ohio.

HUGH THOMPSON

MATHERS, judge of the Third'ComPleas Judicial District of Ohio, is numbered with the eminent men
He
been
productive
of distinguished citizens.
which
long
has
of a state
was born May 20, 1866, at Sidney, in Shelby county, O., and is a son of
Hon. John H. and Elizabeth (Thompson) Mathers.
For several generations the Mathers family has been prominent in
Ohio and still farther back was also honorably connected with public
affairs, in Pennsylvania.
James Mathers, the paternal grandfather, was
born in Pennsylvania and there became a leading member of the bar
and served in the state senate, his death occurring on the old family
He married Jane Hutchinson, a daughter of
estate in Juniata county.
John Hutchinson, who was .1 well-known Presbyterian minister.
Hon. John Mathers was born in 1830 in Juniata county. Pa., and
HON.

mon
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he, as his father before him, became prominent in the law, and came to
Sidney when this place was' the head of navigation on the canal. He
served as district attorney of Juniata county, Pa., and as prosecuting

attorney of Shelby county. He was a man of brilliant talents but died
in middle life, in 1875, when aged but forty-five years.
He married
Elizabeth Thompson, a daughter of Hugh Thompson, and she survives,
having been born in 1845 and married in 1864. Her father was born
at Upper Middletown, six miles from Uniontown, Pa., and came early
to Sidney and established himself as a merchant. He was shortly afterward elected associate judge of the court of common pleas and served
two terms and then turned his attention to the study of law and for
many years was a successful practitioner. He became prominent also
in public life and served two terms as a member of the state legislature
and was a member of the Constitutional Convention of 185 1. His death
occurred in 1889, when he was aged eighty-one years.
He married
Lucretia Bailey, who was born near Baltimore, Md., and died in her
To the parents of Judge Mathers three children
seventy-third year.
were born: Hugh, Jane, who is the wife of E. S. Laughlin, a merchant
and traveling salesman; and Lucretia, who is the wife of Dr. Henry
Baldwin, who is superintendent of the Tuberculosis Hospital at Springfield, O.
Hugh Thompson Mathers attended the public schools of Sidney and
after graduating from the high school, became a student at Princeton
University, and in the class graduated from the Albany Law School in
1888, was one of its four honor men, who delivered the class addresses.
He came immediately to Sidney and in the same summer was admitted
to the bar at Columbus, O., opening his law office at Sidney and shortly
afterward was elected city solicitor. He served two terms in that office,
at the close of his second term accepting the position of general attorney
When the
for the Ohio Southern Railroad, with office at Springfield.
Ohio Southern became a part of the C. A. & C. Railroad, Judge Mathers
became a
and
when
the
above
road
for
year,
one
removed to Cleveland
part of the.L. E. & W. system Judge Mathers returned to Sidney. Here
he was engaged in active practice until 1901, becqming the leader of
the Sidney bar, when he was elected to fill a vacancy on the common
pleas bench and served for three years, at the expiration of which period
he was elected to the full term of five years and it was extended one
At the
year to meet the requirements of a constitutional provision.
expiration of his six years of service in 1910 he was elected for six years more
and continues honorably and faithfully to perform the judicial duties for
which he seems so well qualified by nature. He possesses the well
balanced and discerning mind so important to the jurist and the records
of the court show the ability and patient and conscientious thoroughness
with which he has administered the office.
In 1889 Judge Mathers was married to Miss Louise Beeson, a daughter of Charles and Amanda (Baily) Beeson, and they have two children:

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS

441

Hugh Beeson and Jeanette. Judge Mathers and family are members of
the Presbyterian church. In politics he is a democrat and was nominated.
in 1906, as candidate for judge of the supreme court of Ohio, and again
Fraternallly he is a Mason, in which organization he has
in 1908.
No man in public life in Shelby
attained the thirty-second degree.
county stands higher in the esteem of his fellow citizens.

WILLIAM

PRINCEHOUSE,

funeral director, who has been estabMarch, 1898, was born near Palestine,
in Green township, Shelby county, O., May 19, 1866, and is a son of Jacob
and Mary (Bratigan) Princehouse. Henry Princehouse, the grandfather,
who was born in Germany, was the founder of the family in Shelby county,
and Jacob Princehouse, his son, was born in Green township, south of PalesHis widow survives and
tine, O., spent his life as a farmer and died there.
lives at Palestine, Shelby county.
William H. Princehouse attended the country schools in Green township
and afterward engaged in farming, residing on his own property until 1898,
when he came to Sidney, for four years afterward being in the livery busiFor the past ten years he has been in the funeral directing business,
ness.
being a practical embalmer, a graduate of Clarke's School of Embalming of

H.

lished in business at Sidney, O., since

Cincinnati.

He

has well-equipped quarters

and owns a funeral

car,

in the

Bingham

furniture store,

an ambulance and an automobile for the proper and

dignified transaction of his business.
fraternal organizations, including the

He

is

identified with all the leading

Masons, Odd Fellows, Elks, Red Men,
Uniformed Knights of Pythias and the Knights of Khorassan. He belongs
also to the Commercial Club at Sidney and is interested to some degree in
Personally Mr. Princehouse has a wide circle of friends on
account of his friendly and kindly spirit and as a business man he is held
political matters.

in respect.

HENRY

E. BEEBE, M. D., a leading physician of Shelby county, and
for the past five years president of the Citizens National Bank, at Sidney,
O., was born on his father's farm, near Carey, Wyandot county, O., July 24,
1849, and is a son of Buell S. and Lucinda (Keir) Beebe.
The father of Dr. Beebe was born in Franklin county, N. Y., and in 1846
came to Ohio and lived until he was sixty-two years old in Wyandot county,
when he came to Sidney on a visit and here his death occurred in 1883. His
family consisted of one son and two daughters: Henry E. and Mrs. Anna
Hoff and Mrs. Sarah Millholland, both of Carey, O, the latter of whom died
in 191

1.

Henry E. Beebe was educated
lege

and pursued

hi-s

in the public schools

medical studies

in the

and Wittenberg Col-

Cleveland Homeopathic Medical

College, at Cleveland, O., from which institution he was graduated in 1873
and in the same year located at Sidney. For forty years Dr. Beebe has been
in active practice and few members of his profession in this section of Ohio
He is a member of the American
are better known or more highly valued.
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Institute of

Homeopathy and was

its vice president in 1904-05 at its convention
held at Niagara Falls. In 1886 he was president of the Ohio State Homeopathic Society, and from T903 to 1904 was president of the state examining
board, of which he was vice president for seven years and one of its organizers and belongs also to the Union Clinical Society.
He is a thirty-second

degree Mason.
Dr. Beebe was married in 1874 to Miss Ophelia McDowell, of Carey, O.,
a daughter of Hugh and Rebecca McDowell, and they have four children:
Robert Wallace, Laura, Elise. Hugh McDowell and Henry Edwin. Robert
Wallace Beebe is secretary and treasurer of the United Rim Co., of Akron,
O. He married Miss May Hardesty of Cleveland. Laura Elise Beebe married W. C. Horr, who is secretary and treasurer of the Eclipse Folder ComHugh McDowell
pany, of Sidney, and they have one daughter, Rebecca.
Beebe is a physician. He married Miss Ruth Peirson, of Troy. Henry Edwin
Beebe, who is a graduate of the law department of the University of Michigan,
of the class of 1910, is connected with the law firm of Roettinger & Roettinger,
at Cincinnati. As a business man aside from his profession, Doctor Beebe has
been an important factor in this section and was interested in the founding
of the Citizens National Bank here, of which he is president and formerly
He has been closely identified with the
for many years was vice president.
general development of Sidney and has not only fostered its business and
professional enterprises but has, in every way possible, furthered all movements which have contributed to the educational and social uplift.
A. P.
tion 3,

RATERMAN,

McLean

was born on

whose valuable farm of 150 acres is situated in sectownship, Shelby county, O., three miles east of Fort Loramie,
farm, and is a son of Ferdinand A. and Berdine (Pille)

this

Raterman.
Ferdinand A. Raterman was born in Germany and was young when the
family came to the United States. His parents settled south of what is now
Fort Loramie, and there spent the rest of their lives. They had five sons:
Henry, Philip, Joseph, Barney and Ferdinand A., and all attended school in
what is now the Berlin special school district. In that neighborhood Ferdinand A. Raterman grew to manhood and after his marriage settled on a wild
tract of land containing 130 acres, to which he subsequently added twenty
acres.
At that time this place seemed remote from civilization, it being in
the depth of the forest with no roads leading to it and not a single attempt
Mr. Raterman put up the first buildat improvement having yet been made.
This land
ings and cleared all the land with the exception of fifteen acres.
has remained in the family intact and Anthony P. Raterman has the sheepskin deed attesting ownership, the document bearing the signature of Zachary
Taylor, president of the United States. Mr. Raterman labored hard to make
a comfortable home, and productive farm for his family but did not live long
enough to find much reward, his death taking place in his forty-ninth year.
He was survived by his wife, who died on the farm in her sixty-second year.
They were faithful members of St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort
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They had the following children Joseph, who is deceased Mary,
is the wife of Clemens Wolke
Henry, who is deceased John, who lives
Loramie, married Katie Lauterbur; Sophia, who is the wife of Edward
Wehner, resides at Dayton, O. Anthony P. Frank and August, both of whom
are deceased; and Kate, who is the wife af George Groves, lives at Sidney.
Anthony P. Raterman took charge of the farm when his father died and
immediately set on foot improvements which included the erection of all the
buildings now standing with the exception of the residence. He was then but
a young man, his birth having taken place September 24, 1870, but he had
farm experience from boyhood and soon demonstrated his capability as an
Loramie.

;

:

who

;

;

at

;

;

He

drained the land and put down much tiling, set out trees
advisable, and through mixed farming has kept the soil
in fine condition and has made this one of the best farms in the township.
Mr. Raterman married Miss Anna Kloeker, a daughter of Herman
Kloeker, of McLean township, and all their children were born on this farm,
namely: Amelia, Martin, Raymond, Helen, Eugene, Arnold, Evelyn and
Cletus, all of whom survive except Raymond, who died at the age of three
months. Mr. Raterman and family belong to St. Michael's Catholic church.
In politics he belongs to a family that is almost entirely democratic and one
that is a leading one in this section of Shelby county.

agriculturist.

where he found

it

SAMPSON

G. GOODE, M. D., a physician and surgeon in active practice
with office and residence at No. 310 North Ohio avenue, has been
a resident of Shelby county for thirty-one years and established in his profesat Sidney, O.,

sion at Sidney since 1894.

Dr. Goode was reared in Champaign county, O.. and from the country
schools entered the academy at Urbana, where he made such unusual
progress in his studies that he was awarded a teacher's certificate when he
was but fourteen years of age. Afterward he continued to divide the seasons, working on the farm during the summers and teaching school, mainly
He
in Champaign county, during the winters, for about fourteen years.
never had the leisure to wander far from this strict discipline as he was
ambitious and dependent on his own efforts in order to prepare for the mediHe prepared for college
cal career which was his goal from early youth.
while teaching, under the direction of Drs. B. F. Baker, D. R. Barley and
Dr. Musson, all of St. Paris, O., and after seven years of study was graduIn the
ated from the Eclectic Medical College at Cincinnati, O., in 1880.
following year he came to Shelby county, locating at Pemberton, two years
Here
later removing to Port Jefferson and from there came to Sidney.
he has been very successful in his professional life and has been active in
public matters and on one occasion was the candidate of the democratic
party for the state senate.
On January 2, 1867, Dr. Goode was married to Miss Mary Jane Amnion,
Dora,
of Champaign county, O., and two children were born to them
who is the wife of Charles W. Ogden, a merchant at Port Jefferson; and
and
physician
is
Alaska.
Dr.
Goode
physician
now
in
graduated
A. C. a
:
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surgeon for the Shelby County Infirmary and Asylum. He belongs to the
State and National Eclectic Medical societies and is identified fraternally
with the Elks.

CARL

A. SEXAUER, proprietor of Sexauer's Grocery and Bakery, one
of the old and stable business nouses of Sidney, O., is a native of Germany
and was born August 28, 1865, at Freiburg, Baden, a son of John Sexauer,
who still resides in Germany, being now in his eightieth year. His wife, to
whom he was married in 1861, also survives and is nearing her seventy-sixth
birthday.
Carl A. Sexauer has an interesting history. He learned the baking business with his father but left home at the age of fifteen years and went to
Basil, Switzerland, and despite his youth, there capably managed a bakery
for eighteen months, during which period he saved enough money with
which to make the long journey to America, the goal of his desires. During
the voyage the ship was wrecked and three of the passengers died from
shock and injury, but the others were finally landed after nineteen days
of danger on the stormy Atlantic ocean.
Mr. Sexauer had an uncle,
George Sexauer, who lived on a farm near Piqua, O., and the youth
decided to make an effort to reach this relative and finally, on December
He paid fifty cents, his last money, to a cab24, 1881, arrived at Piqua.
man to drive him two miles into the country to his uncle's farm, where he
was kindly received and rested for a couple of days. He then sought
work at Piqua and secured a job in the Piqua Bakery, and for four weeks
worked there on trial, for $1.75 a week, when, rather than lose the skilled
German baker that he was found to be, the proprietor made him his boss
baker with a salary of $13 a week with board and laundry, this being at
that time the very highest wages paid in any baking establishment in that
city.

Mr. Sexauer remained in that place for a full year. During that time
who was operating a bakery at Sidney, paid a visit to Piqua
and saw and sampled some of Mr. Sexauer's baked goods with the result
Jacob Piper,

that he offered the young baker the position of boss baker of his establishment, and as conditions were more favorable he accepted and worked for
Mr. Piper from March 1, 1883, until August, 1889, when he bought the
Piper bakery department, which proved a business mistake. He was thoroughly experienced in his trade but he knew little of practical business
methods and in less than three years had lost the large sum of $2,600, and
owed $800 to his wholesalers. It may be mentioned right here that since
then he has paid every dollar of this indebtedness but it was a very 'disHe then secured a basement workroom and for
couraging experience.
two years conducted a small bakery, and in this way retained many of his
interested
others, and by that time felt sure enough
and
customers
old
of further prosperity to buy the corner lot on which now stands the fine
three-story brick building which he smarted to erect on March 1, 1905,
In 1903 he had paid
into which he moved on September first following.
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visit to his parents and remained with them for three months and on
began his plans for his present substantial building.
It stands
on west Poplar street and corners on the canal, and its dimensions are
165x22 feet. He utilizes the first floor, which opens on the canal, for his
bakery; the second floor which opens on West Poplar street, for his wareroom and stockroom, while the third floor he has fitted up as a public
hall, and many entertainments are held in it, Sexauer's hall having conveniences that make it an ideal place for dances, parties and other gatherings.
Mr. Sexauer started into his second business adventure at Sidney with
a capital of $92, and a debt, as before mentioned, of $800, but it speaks
well for the impression he had already made on those with whom he had
done business, that they continued to have confidence in him. After paying all indebtedness with the strictest honesty, he found no difficulty in
borrowing the necessary capital to erect his new structure, which cost him,
exclusive of fixtures and machinery, more than $10,000, and that indebtedness has also long since been wiped out.
He has expended several thousand dollars in putting in modern machinery and sanitary equipments and
now operates the largest baking plant in this part of Shelby county, turning
out from 3,000 to 4,000 loaves of bread daily, exclusive of biscuits, buns,
pies and cakes, all of delicious combination and made from the best procurable supplies. He is ably assisted by his eldest son, John Sexauer, who
is superintendent of that department and who designed much of the valuable baking machinery which his father has now installed.
In addition
to his extensive baking business, Mr. Sexauer conducts one of the most

a

his return

complete grocery stores in the city.
In 1886 Mr. Sexauer was married to Miss Mollie Althoff, of Lockington, O., and they have two sons:
John and Raymond. Mr. Sexauer is
a member of the Masonic fraternity and also of the Knights of Pythias,
the Commercial Club, the National Bakers' Association of America and
the Grocers' State Association.
He is recognized as one of Sidney's most
useful, honorable and representative citizens.

BERNARD BARHORST,

who is one of the substantial men of
McLean township, Shelby county, O., resides in section 4, two and onehalf miles east of Fort Loramie, where he owns 245 acres of fine land.
He was born in this township, one-half mile south of his present farm in
the Sherman special school district, September 24, 1866, and is a son of
Henry and Elizabeth (Grieshop) Barhorst.
The father of Mr. Barhorst spent his life in McLean township, following fanning as his occupation, and died here when aged seventy-seven
The mother, who was born in Germany, died when aged seventyyears.
two years, in Mercer county, O., and there were six sons and two daughters
in the family.
The parents were members of St. Michael's Catholic church.
The Barhorst- children were not neglected, their parents sending them
to the Sherman district school until all were well instructed.
Bernard
remained on the home farm until his marriage, when he moved to his
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present property, all of which he has under cultivation except thirty-six
acres which is still in woodland.
He has put in many improvements here,
erecting and remodeling buildings, enriching and draining the land, and,
with the help of his sturdy sons, does a large agricultural business.

Mr. Barhorst married Miss Magdalena Ernst, who was born in McLean
township, a daughter of Joseph Ernst, and nine children have been born
to them, namely:
Catherina, Joseph, August, Edward, Leo, Charles,
Ursula, Urban and Paul.
Mr. Barhorst and family are members of St.
Michael's Roman Catholic church. In politics he has been a democrat since
reaching man's estate, but has never sought political office, although his
party might find in such men as Mr. Barhorst the honest and careful
officials that a community needs for the practical carrying out of the laws.

HENRY
known

V.

VAN DEMARK,

citizen of Clinton township,

a successful general farmer and wellShelby county, O., who is operating a

farm of 200 acres, which belongs to his father, was born in the house in
which he resides, April 21, 1885, and is a son of Jacob Newton and Catherine (Hicks) Van Demark.
After his boyhood school days were over he attended the Sidney high
schoo} for two years.
He comes of an agricultural family and naturally
turned his attention to farming and stock raising, in which his father and
grandfather were so eminently successful, but, before settling down decided
to visit certain portions of the West and spent several months traveling
through that part of the country, with the result that he returned satisfied
to Ohio, realizing that this state offers everything contributive to the finanadvancement and living comfort that can be consistently expected.
Here, on one of the large farms belonging to his father, Mn Van Demark
is engaged in farming and he also gives attention to producing high-grade

cial

horses and stock.

Mr. Van Demark was married September 18, 1907, to Miss Caroline
Coon, who was born on a farm in Shelby county and is a daughter of MarMrs. Van Demark has a brother,
shall K. and Anna (Rinehart) Coon.
Two daughters have been born to Mr. and
Alfred, and a sister, Florence.
They attend the Presbyterian
Mrs. Van Demark, Catherine and Anna.
church. Mr. Van Demark, like his father, is identified with the republican
politics.
part
in
very
active
party but takes no

KLIPSTINE, a representative business man of Sidney, O.,
a dealer in lumber, coal and building materials, with office and yards on
South Walnut street, has been a resident of this city for more than ten years,
but his birth took place in Darke county, O., March 13, 1867, and he is a

WILLIAM

son of William and Louisa Klipstine, both of whom were born in Germany.
The Klipstine family was founded in America by William Klipstine.
the grandfather, who came to Ohio and purchased a farm in Darke county
when his son William was a child. The maternal grandfather, William
Haack, also came from Germany and purchased land in Darke county, and
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on the above farms the parents of William Klipstine, of Sidney, were reared,
together attended the district schools and subsequently married.
They
reared a family of three sons and one daughter and both are now deceased,
the father passing away in 1894, when aged sixty-seven years.
The mother
survived until the fall of 1909, her age being seventy-eight years.
Their
Louis, who is connected with the Peoples Bank at Verchildren were:
Caroline, who is the wife of George H. Worch, of Versailles;
sailles, O.
William; and Amos, who is a farmer residing on the old homestead near
;

Versailles.

William Klipstine attended the public schools in the vicinity of his
farm and later the Versailles high school, and remained engaged
in agricultural pursuits until 1889, when he went to Quincy, Logan county,
O., where he engaged in the lumber business until 1901, when he came to
Sidney as manager of the lumber business of his brother-in-law, George H.
Worch, which business he subsequently purchased. Mr. Klipstine operates
a planing mill and deals in all kinds and grades of merchantable lumber
and builders' supplies, including hardware, paints and wire fencing, and has
a commodious and expensive plant, in 1909 erecting his mill, office and
storage room. Constant employment is afforded for from ten to twelve men
and the business may be included with the very prosperous ones of the city.
In 1889 Mr. Klipstine was married to Miss Mary Grove, a daughter of
Hiram Grove, of Perry county, O., and they have a happy family of
Roy, Charles, Ruth, Caroline,
six children, evenly divided, as follows:
William and Mary. The eldest daughter possesses great artistic talent and
Mr. Klipstine and
it is being cultivated at Roanoke College, Roanoke, Va.
Frafamily belong to St. John's Evangelical Lutheran church, at Sidney.
In politernally he is identified with the Elks and the Knights of Pythias.
tics he is a democrat and has served two terms as a member of the city
council, during which period his sound business judgment frequently
assisted in the solving of civic problems of importance.
father's

OLIVER

J.

TAYLOR,

a representative business

man

of Sidney, O.,

where he is a leading hardware merchant, founded his present establishment
on June 1, 1854, and is now in his fifty-ninth business year in his native
city, where he was born September 26, 1830, and is a son of Jason and
Sarah C. (Skillen) Taylor.
Samuel Taylor, the
The Taylors were pioneers in Shelby county.
grandfather, was born in England, coming to near Harper's Ferry, Va..
and from there moved to Ohio and settled first near West Liberty, O,
subsequently removing to Shelby county, where he entered land in what
is now Salem township.
He built a log cabin on a hill on a suitable part of
his 160-acre purchase and there remained through a long and industrious life
and is still recalled as one of the county's well-known pioneers.
Jason Taylor, father of Oliver J., was a boy when his parents moved to
He married early, before
Shelby county and settled in Salem township.
he was twenty-one years of age, and with wife and a capital of $28.50,
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He prosto Sidney, where he began business life as a shoemaker.
pered at his trade and started a. small general store and when he could spare
came

sum of $37.00 invested it in land, and the time came when that same
of land was sold for $10,000.
For many years he continued as a merchant at Sidney and then went into the jobbing business in New York City,
where he remained for about eighteen years. Failing health induced him
to close out his interests there and to return to Sidney, where his death
occurred two years later. He married Sarah C. Skillen, who was of Irish
parentage but was born in Pennsylvania and came to Ohio in girlhood.
Oliver J. Taylor had very limited educational opportunities in his boyhood and remained with his parents until his eighteenth year, when he
began the study of civil engineering and spent several years on the Big
Four and Pan Handle railroads. Finding that his heart was not in that
line of industry, Mr. Taylor turned his attention to the hardware business,
and, as noted above, established his store at Sidney at so early a date that
he can justly claim to be one of the oldest men in the hardware line, not
only in this city, but in Ohio. He had a capital of $800 to start with, the
same having been earned and providently saved while on the railroad, and
he bought his first stock up to this amount, of the firm of Norton, Jewett
& Busby of New York City, and the goods were shipped to him by way of
Buffalo and Toledo, and then transferred to a warehouse.
Learning that
this warehouse was destroyed by fire on that night, Mr. Taylor presumed
his goods had been destroyed and duplicated his order, with the rather
disturbing result of receiving both orders and having only money enough to
pay for one. His business shrewdness extricated him and soon he found
he needed not only both orders, of goods but that it became desirable for
him to make annual trips to eastern markets and make his own selections.
Still later he found his best market to be Pittsburg, later Cincinnati, and
despite slow and exasperating delivery, he did a fine business.
The first
commercial traveler to visit him was John Williams, representing the Wheeler,
Madden & Clenson Works, saw manufacturers, of Middletown, N. Y., this
mark of growing importance being shown him in 1859. It is interesting to
learn of Mr. Taylor's business methods as they proved so successful.
It was
his early habit to open his store at about 6 A. M. and probably close about 10
P. M.
He has made it a point to boy for cash and to owe no one a dollar,
althrough his purchasers very often did not follow the same honest line, buying
largely on credit and naving nG definite time for settlement.
Mr. Taylor
remembers the advent of the wire, nail', the family washing machines, the glass
lantern that has succeeded the old tin cone pierced with holes.
In his first
stock of goods the cleaver was the only meat cutter and his padlocks that he
sell
for
perhaps
for
then had to
fifty cents he can improve on
ten cents. He
recalls his first door locks which were made to open with a lever instead of a
knob; the old Spear & Jackson English saws were used and Mr. Taylor
remembers that he had some trouble in convincing his customers that the
Henry Disston saws were superior. His first American pocket cutlery he
bought at Northfield, Conn., and for forty years he has handled the same
the
lot

AND REPRESENTATIVE

CITIZENS

449

In every other line he notes progress and improvement and has always
been open to conviction himself and anxious to provide the very best goods
on the market. In 1874 Mr. Taylor moved into the building he now occupies
and there are few business men of Sidney who are mpre prompt in their daily
activities or more active in attending to customers than is Mr. Taylor, at the
age of eighty-two years.
On June 7, 1855, Mr. Taylor was married to Miss Sarah Harrison, who
died suddenly July 30, 1887, the mother of seven children, four of whom
survive: Harry J., who is the owner of the Sidney Hardware Company, of
Sidney; Jennie A., who is the wife of J. C. Cummings, cashier of the First
National Exchange Bank of Sidney; Willis B., who is buyer for O. J. Taylor;
and Charles J., who is a traveling salesman, representing the Chicago Hardgoods.

ware Company, with his home at Kansas City, Mo. Mrs. May Belle Lyon
died leaving three children. Oliver Earl, the fifth born is deceased, and Edwin,
Mr. Taythe sixth child in order of birth, died at the age of eight months.
lor's second marriage was to Miss Helen C. Search, who is a sister of Prof.
P. W. Search, the well-known lecturer. Mr. Taylor has been creditably interested in many of the industries of Sidney and has been called the father of the
Sidney fire department, and, in association with the late George Burnell,
organized the present paid fire department. For almost his lifetime he has
been a member of the Presbyterian church and until recently, when he retired
-voluntarily from the office, for many years has been an elder in the church. His
long life of persevering industry has brought him financial independence and
his probity and business integrity have earned him the confidence and respect
of his fellow citizens.
L. L. KNOOP, whose well improved farm of seventy-one acres, which he
purchased and improved himself, is situated six miles southeast of Sidney, O.,
has spent the larger part of his life in this part of Shelby county. He was
born in Orange township, three-fourths of a mile north of his own farm in
Green township, in August, 1871, and is a son of John and Margaret (Martin)

Knoop.
John Knoop is a highly respected retired citizen of Shelby county. He
was born in Miami county, O., and at the age of seventeen years enlisted in
the Civil war, and saw much hard service during the following two years as
a member of the 110th O. Vol. Inf., including imprisonment in Libby prison.
After his release he continued in the service as a teamster. When his term
of enlistment was over he returned to Miami county and there engaged in
farming until his marriage to Margaret Martin, when he came to Shelby
county and located on the old Martin farm of forty acres. He also engaged in
carpenter work and became well known all through this section. In 1909 he
removed from the house he had occupied for so many years, to another house
on the same farm and now lives in comfortable retirement and is the owner
of 203 1-3 acres of land, which his sons operate. Mrs. Knoop passed away
Samuel, who lives one
March 30, 1889, survived by five children, namely
mile above Port Jefferson; L. L., who lives on his farm six miles southeast
:
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John W., who lives east of Sidney; William, who is located on
the homestead and Mrs. Dora Leckey, who resides north of Plattsville.
L. L. Knoop attended school in Orange township and afterward worked
on the home farm until his marriage, when he came to his present property.
where general farming and stock raising have been carried on ever since.
He has improved the property with modern and substantial buildings and
has all his surroundings comfortable and attractive.
Mr. Knoop was married January n, 1894, to Miss Viola Hunt, daughter
of P. R. Hunt, of Green township, near Plattsville, and they have two childMr. Knoop has served two terms
ren: Bertha May and Harley Thomas.
as a trustee of Green township, elected on the Republican ticket, and is recognized as one of the solid and reliable citizens of this community.
He is
serving as a member of the county fair board and takes a hearty interest in
every public movement to advance the interests of this section. Fraternally,
Mr. Knoop is a Mason, a Knight of the Golden Eagles and an Odd Fellow,
in the last named organization belonging to both the Encampment and the
of Sidney, O.

;

;

subordinate branch.

JOHN

HEISER, senior member of the firm of John Heiser & Son.
dealers in coal, lime, cement, plastering hair, sewer pipe and fire clay, at Sidis one of the stable and representative business men of this city
He was born December 1, 1840, on a farm that now lies in Mercer county, O.,

ney, O.,

but was then in Darke county, and is a son of Lawrence and Rosena (Link)
Heiser.
Lawrence Heiser was born in Alsace-Loraine and for seven years of early
manhood served in the French army, then married in his own province and
with his wife emigrated to America. After reaching the United States they
settled at Canton, O., and lived there for eight years, Mr. Heiser finding
employment on the Ohio canal. In 1833 he entered eighty acres of land from
the government and settled on the same and both he and his wife died there.
John Heiser remained on the old home farm until 1858, in the spring of
which year he came to Sidney, where he learned the blacksmith trade in a
building which occupied the site of the one which stands at No. 201 North
Ohio avenue, in which he has his coal office. The old building burned down
in 1855 or 1856.
He learned his trade with Mr. Kingseed, with whom he
formed a partnership after the Civil war, about 1866, for the manufacture
of plows, and they continued together for eight years, when Mr. Heiser
bought his partner's interest and continued plow manufacturing until 1893.
On September 21, 1861, Mr. Heiser enlisted for service in the Civil war,
entering Company M. First Ohio Light Artillery, and remained in the same
company and regiment for three years, seeing service in Kentucky, Tennessee.
Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia, taking part in such great battles as Shiloh.
Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Jonesboro, the Flint River
siege and many, many others.
In spite of the almost constant danger of
death, Mr. Heiser was never either injured or captured by the enemy and was
He
finally honorably discharged and mustered out at Camp Dennison.
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I, 1865, worked at his trade
St. Paris, then came back to

In connection with
Sidney, where he went into business as above related.
his manufacturing business, Mr. Heiser had opened another line, becoming a
coal merchant in 1879, and this interest he has continued, always in the same
building, the site being one of the old business landmarks of the city.
In 1865 Mr. Heiser was married to Miss Mary Danil, who died in 1889,
an estimable woman who was beloved by all who knew her. She was a daughSix children survived her:
ter of Gabriel Danil, a farmer in Shelby county.
William L., who is in partnership with his father; Franklin; George; Rosa,
who is the wife of August Myer; Raymond; and Amelia, who is the wife of
William Ross. Mr. Heiser was married (second) to Frances Mons, who died

September

19, 1908.

WILLIAM RANDOLPH, who

owns one of the best improved farms
of Green township, consisting of 160 acres, situated seven miles southeast
of Sidney, for many years carried on extensive farming here but now
He was born in Clark county, O., near Springfield, July
lives retired.
13, 1826, and is a son of James Butler and Rachel (Stanley) Randolph.
James Butler Randolph was born in New Jersey and was eight years
old when his parents took him to Clark county, O., and from there he

moved to Miami county in 1839, and in 1852 came to Shelby county
where he lived into advanced age, dying on his farm in Turtle Creek
township. In earlier years he had followed his trade, being a cooper.
He married Rachel Stanley, who was born in Virginia and who also survived into advanced age, her death occurring on the farm of her only
surviving child, William Randolph, the family originally being of eight
five sons and three daughters.
When William Randolph tells of his early school days he describes
a log structure with slabs for benches and paper in place of glass in the
windows, as the place in which he gained his knowledge of reading,
writing, spelling and arithmetic, the primary elements of an education.
It was a subscription school and each householder paid according to
the number of children he sent to be instructed. Mr. Randolph started
out for himself by working by the month on farms and helping the
neighbors during haying and harvesting, until his marriage when he
bought his present farm, in 1851, and settled on it in 1852. He cleared
this land and erected the buildings and continued to make improvements
until his property became exceedingly valuable, and continued to cultivate it until he no longer cared for such heavy responsibilities and
His handsome brick
for some years has rented it to good tenants.
residence is one of the finest farm homes in Green township.
who is deceased.
Elizabeth
Bull,
Sarah
Miss
Mr. Randolph married
The following children were born to them: Elias, John, Clinton, William,
Edward, Samuel L., Bert and Grant, 'Elias and William being deceased.
Mr. Randolph's second marriage was to Miss Harriet B. Denise, who

members,
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in Montgomery county, O., a daughter of Hiram
The father of Mrs. Randolph was
Vail and Rachel (Barklow) Denise.
a lumber merchant at Cincinnati. _JVIr. Randolph is a republican in his
political attachment. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church.
During a long and busy life he has witnessed many wonderful changes
come about, and in looking around him misses the faces which long
association in family and neighborhood had made familiar, but he still
has a close circle of warm friends, and, with the blessing of good health
and surrounded with material comforts of all kinds, can enjoy the
evening of life untroubled with the cares of earlier years.

was born and educated

MARSHAL

K. COON, one of the representative men of Turtle Creek
township, Shelby county, O., who is now serving in the office of township
assessor and resides on his farm of ninety acres, was born in this township,
April 22, 1859, and is a son of Alfred and Elizabeth (Frankeberger) Coon.
Alfred Coon and wife were both born in Shelby county and the former in
Turtle Creek township. He learned the tailor's trade in early manhood but

became a farmer and when he retired removed to Sidney. Alfred Coon
and wife were parents of the following children: Margaret, who is the wife
of Jacob Jenkens; David; John; Mary, who is the wife of Webster Barbour;
Caroline, who is the wife of John S. Bush; Edward; Marshal K. Frank and
Lou, who is the wife of James Turner.
Marshal K. Coon commenced early to assist his father and remained on
the home place until he was twenty-five years of age and after his father's
death bought his present property which was formerly known as the Richard
Cannon farm. A general line of farming is here carried on, Mr. Coon aiming
to raise only enough stock for home use.
In August, 1882, Mr. Coon was married to Miss Anna Rinehart, who was
born at Sidney, O., and is a daughter of Rev. D. B. and Catherine (Etherington) Rinehart. The father of Mrs. Coon was born in Fairfield county, O.,
November 21, 1825, and died February 27, 1900, aged seventy-four years,
Mrs. Coon has one brother, William, who forthree months and six days.
merly lived at New Bremen, O., but died at Arcanum, and one sister, Clara
Jane, who is the wife of Samuel L. McCoy, living at Hastings, Neb. In the
Rinehart family is preserved an old family Bible which has descended from
father to son for generations and authenticates the genealogy of this family
from the time when its progenitors came from Germany to the American
later

;

colonies, prior to the Revolutionary war.

Three children have been born

Mr. and Mrs. Coon, namely
Alfred R.,
Caroline, who married Henry V. Van
Demark, and they have two children Catherine and Anna Wilma and FlorMr. Coon and family belong to the Methodist Episcopal
ence Catherine.
church, of which he is one of the trustees. Politically a republican, for many
years he has been active in party movements and prior to being elected to his
present office, served two terms as township treasurer. He is identified with
to

:

who married Grace McCormack Lou
;

—

;
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and with one exception, he and his wife are the
only seventh degree members of the Grange in Shelby county.
the

at Hardin, O.,

GEORGE W. HANSELLMAN, a leading citizen of Cynthian township,
Shelby county, O., township assessor and a substantial farmer, lives in section
He was born in this
30, where he owns ninety-nine acres of valuable land.
township June 3, 1862, and is a son of George and Catherine (Yoder) Hansellman.

George Hansellman, the father, was born in Holland and was seven years
when his parents brought him to the United States and settled in Darke
county, O., and he was reared and went to school in Patterson township. He
became a farmer in Shelby county and remained there until he married when
he moved to Cynthian township, where he acquired a farm of 160 acres,
situated on the county line, and here all his children were born and reared.
He married Catherine Yoder, who was born in Germany, and eight children
Eli, who lives at Piqua, O. John, who lives at
were born to them, namely
Salina, O. Barbara, who is deceased, was the wife of Hiram Pitsenburger
George W. William, who is deceased and Margaret, Lydia and Isabella.
The father of the above family died when aged sixty-eight years. The mother
still lives on the homestead and considering that she is now in her eighty-first
year, enjoys exceptional good health. She is a member of the German Baptist
church but her husband was a Lutheran.
George W. Hansellman, with his brothers and sisters, attended school in
the Turner special district and afterward learned the carpenter trade at Versailles, O.
For a number of years he worked at his trade in Darke, Miami
and Shelby counties and during this period, on March 13, 1886, was married
to Miss Mattie B. Hemelright. She was born in Cynthian township, a daughter of George and Elizabeth Hemelright, the latter of whom died when Mrs.
Hansellman was only eight years old. To Mr. and Mrs. Hansellman six
children have been born
Harvey, Erma, May, Mabel, George and Cloyde.
After marriage Mr. Hansellman settled first on a farm of forty acres situated four miles west of Newport, O., and remained there until March, 1909,
when he came to his present farm. He found this place in great need of
improvement and his skill as a carpenter was immediately called into play in
the building of a new residence and in making repairs on all the other farm
buildings.
He is a republican in politics as was his late father and has frequently been called on to serve in public positions, for three years being a
trustee of the township, four years road supervisor and at present township
assessor. Mr. Hansellman and family attend the Christian church at Oran, O.
old

:

;

;

;

;

:

BERNARD

BRANDEWIE, who is one of the leading citizens and large
land owners of McLean township, having 600 acres and devoting a large
portion of this to raising cattle and hogs, was born in May, 1856, in Auglaize
county, O., and is a son of Joseph and a grandson of Anton Brandewie.
Anton Brandewie, the grandfather, was born, reared and married in Hanover, Germany, the name of his wife being Mary Wissman, and they con-
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tinued to live there for some years and when they came to America they had
three children
Joseph, Barney and Catherine. They first made a home in
Cincinnati, O., where they lived for six months, and then moved to Minster.
At that time the land office was at Piqua and the nearest neighbor was five
miles away. They bought a tract of land which is now the site of Minster, O.,
160 acres, all in one body and owned by four people, Grandfather Brandewie
retaining forty acres foT himself. On this tract he spent his subsequent life,
dying when aged seventy-two years, his burial being in St. Joseph's cemetery,
Egypt. He helped to establish the Catholic church here and gave liberally to
He was a strong democrat and always cast his vote at elections
its support.
even when he had to ride for miles on horseback to do so. He was well
known among the early settlers in Shelby county but spent his days in
:

Auglaize county.
Joseph Brandewie was twelve years old when he came to the United
States and had attended school in Germany and later learned to read English
although it was difficult for him to spell in this language. Probably the first
money he ever earned was when fourteen years of age he became a worker on
Later he drove ox teams and worked in the stone
the canal as water boy.
quarries and afterward again worked on the canal, with a Mr. Duncan, probably living all that time in Auglaize county. He then went to Michigan and
during the six years he lived there bought 120 acres of land in that state.
After he returned to Ohio he married and then bought eighty acres on the
Shelby county line, all of it, at that time being totally unimproved. He built
a house and barn and improved land as he was able and there, comfortably
reared a large family and at the time of his death on the original farm, he
owned 252 acres, having cleared this rand by his own industry. He was an
enterprising man and a great worker and lived to the age of eighty-six years
and during all this long life but once called in a physician for himself. He
was a lifelong democrat and never missed voting and on several occasions

was

elected to local offices.

Joseph Brandewie was married to Catherine Prenger, who was also born in
Germany and was brought to the United States by her parents, Herman and
Kate Prenger, when a child. To them the following children were born-:
Mary, Tony, Bernard, Kate, Agnes, Joseph, Henry, Herman, Bernadine,
Caroline, and Josephine.
The mother of the above" family died at the age
of sixty-eight years and she was buried in the Catholic cemetery at Egypt, and
many years afterward her husband was laid by her side, they having been
among the earliest members of the church and faithful to its teachings, kind,

good

people.

Bernard Brandewie and his brothers and sisters attended the district schools
near their home. In 1880 at the time of marriage, Mr. Brandewie came to
Shelby county, and settled where he still lives. He has the larger part of his
He has always
estate well improved and has two barns and three houses.
carried on general farming and for the past thirteen years has been in the
livestock business, buying, selling and shipping to all parts of the country.
On the portion of his farm on which he resides he put up all the substantial
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It is situated four miles southwest of Minster and three miles
west of Fort Loramie.
In 1880 Mr. Brandewie was married to Miss Mary Baumer, who was born
at Cincinnati, O., a daughter of Bernard and Mary Baumer, and all of their
children have been born in Shelby county. Louis, the oldest, married ElizaFred married Dena Ernst and they
beth Severin and they live at Minster.
Lottie married Barney Artkamp and they live in
live in McLean township.
McLean township. Albert married Mary Ernst and lives in this township.
Katie, Cecelia, Edward, Sophia and Lawrence, all live at home. The family
Mr. Brandewie is a stanch demoall belong to the Minster Catholic church.
crat and is a member of the board of education of the Dirksen special school

buildings.

district.

CHRISTIAN KIRSCH,

postmaster at Fort Loramie, O., is a representatown, of which he has been a resident for forty-two consecutive years. He was born at Troy, in Concord township, Miami county, O.,
May 1, 1848, and is a son of John and Christina Kirsch.
John Kirsch was born in Hessen, Germany, while his wife was a native
of Hanover. About 1855 they moved from Miami county, O., where they had
first settled after coming from Germany, and afterward lived in McLean township until their death, when aged respectively seventy and seventy-six years.
They were faithful members of St. Michael's Catholic church and were buried
They were well known and highly
in the cemetery adjoining the same.
tive citizen of this

respected people.

During boyhood Christian Kirsch attended school when his father could
spare him and then learned the carpenter trade, beginning work in 1867 and
continuing busy at his trade for forty-two years, coming to Fort Loramie
He has been active in
in 1870, where he served as the first town marshal.
democratic politics and for sixteen years served uninterruptedly as a trustee
of McLean township and many times has served usefully and discreetly as a
member of the town council. It is through the efforts of such men as Mr.
Kirsch that communities prosper for they take an interest in the progress of
the town and are the agitators who bring about many useful improvements.
For twenty-nine years Mr. Kirsch has been a member of the volunteer fire
company and one of its early organizers. As postmaster Mr. Kirsch has
served acceptably since his appointment September 6, 1907, this being a fourth
class office, with one rural delivery route.
Mr. Kirsch was married to Miss Rachel Meyers, who was born at Fort
Loramie, O., and is a daughter of Lucas and Otilda Meyers, both of whom
are deceased. Ten children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Kirsch, four of
whom died in infancy. The survivors are Bernard, who resides at HamilAlbert, who resides at Dayton, O. Adaline. who lives at Minster,
ton, O.
in Auglaize county, O.; Anna, who is her father's capable assistant in the post
Christian, who is a resident of Troy, O. and Carl,
office at Fort Loramie
who lives at Hamilton, O. Mr. Kirsch and family are members of St.
Michael's Catholic church.
:

;

;

;

:

HISTORY OF SHELBY COUNTY

458

ARMSTRONG LOGAN MARSHALL,

who has been identified with
gas and fuel interests for a number of years and who has been connected with
the Miami Vailey Gas and Fuel Company since July, 1888, was born on a
farm in Washington township, Shelby county, O., September 25, 1840, and is
a son of Samuel and Jane McCord (Russell) Marshall.
Samuel Marshall was born in Washington county, Pa., and was three
years old when his parents, Samuel and Margaret Marshall, came to Shelby
county, away back in 1802, they being the second settlers who had penetrated
thus far and established a pioneer home. They entered land from the government which Grandfather Marshall cleared and cultivated in the primitive
way. On that wild farm the younger Samuel Marshall grew to manhood and
he, in turn, also entered land, his selection being a tract lying one-half mile
There he followed farming and tanning, his
east of the old Marshall place.
old tan-yard being yet recalled by the older residents of that section, and on
that farm both he and wife passed away in advanced age.
Armstrong Logan Marshall had much better educational advantages than
were afforded his father and he remained at home until he was twenty-three
years of age. He then taught school for about six years and later was in the
grain business at Harden Station and about this time was first elected county
recorder, to which office he was subsequently reelected.
Mr. Marshall then
became connected with several publishing houses and for eighteen years was
engaged in delivering county histories and atlases both in the United States
and Canada. He came then to Sidney and shortly afterward entered into his
present business connection. For the first three years he occupied a subordinate position and then succeeded Frank Hunter as agent for the Miami Valley
Gas & Fuel Company, and both became agents for the Sidney Gas Light
and the Sidney Electric Light Companies, and at present he also is agent for
the Miami Valley Gas & Fuel Co., the Sidney and Electric Light Company,
The Sidney Gas Light Company having quit business.
Mr. Marshall was first married in 1864, to Miss Mary Burness, and one
daughter, Mary B., and one son, Samuel, were born to them. His second marriage was to Miss Margaret Walker and they have three sons Robert, who
and
is a land agent with the Pennsylvania Railroad offices in New York City
Charles C. and Logan W., both of whom are practicing attorneys. Mr. Marshall is a member of the Masonic fraternity.
:

;

WILLIS N. HANCE, one of Shelby county's well known and highly
respected citizens, resides on his valuable farm of 140 acres, lying in Perry
township, but no longer carries on his farm industries himself, having been
retired for some years. He was born in Miami county, O., May 1, 1846, and
is a son of Joseph and Patsey (Wilson) Hance.
The father of Mr. Hance was a native of Kentucky. After his marriage
in Miami county, O., he engaged there in farming until the close of his life,
both he and wife dying on their old homestead not far from Casstown. Ten
children were born to them, namely: Lydia, who married Larison Huff;
Margaret,

who married Chryance Schenck; William; Lewis;

Sarepta,

who
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married Levi Hockman; John; Benjamin; Seymour; Willis N. and Letitia,
who married James Wrigley.
Willis N. Hance attended the district schools near his father's farm in boyhood and afterward assisted in carrying on the work on the homestead and
;

well remember? how laborious much of it was, as at that period much of the
labor-saving farm machinery that is now universally in use, was not yet on
After marriage he settled on the present farm, on which his
the market.
wife was born, and has remained here ever since, for many years being one
of the active and successful farmers and stock raisers of Perry township.
28, 1869, Mr. Hance was married to Miss Mary Jane Kepdaughter of Mathias and Rebecca (Hecknian) Keplinger, both now
Mrs. Hance had three brothers and
deceased, their burial being at Sidney.
one sister: Sylvester, John H., now deceased, Charles A., and Xaomi, who
To Mr. and Mrs. Hance the following
is the wife of Daniel Crumbaugh.
children were born: Lilly, who is the wife of Grant Wirick, who is the mail
carrier on the rural route out of Pemberton, O. Charles A., who has charge
of his father's farm, married Carrie Cannon and they have four children
Cleora M., Irma B., Rea Vivian and YVilda Margaret; Elsie Love, who is the
wife of Charles Williamson, who is a member of the police force at Sidney,
Leonard and Lois; and Earl W., who mar0., and they have two children
ried Mary Kuhlman and they reside at St. Mary's, where he is bookkeeper for
a business firm. Mr. Hance and family are members of the United Brethren
church. He has always advocated reforms when they have appealed to his
judgment in both local and outside communities and in his political views is
in accord with the principles of the prohibition party.

On

January

linger, a

;

—

EDGAR ALONZO SCHENCK,

one of the representative citizens and
of Shelby county, O., who resides on one of his farms, a tract
of sixty acres, located in Clinton township, owns a second farm, of forty
acres, which lies east of Sidney, was born on the farm he occupies, July 13,
1853, and is a son of Schuyler and Deborah (Suthen) Schenck.
The parents of Mr. Schenck were born in New Jersey and came to Ohio
in youth, subsequently marrying here and spending the rest of their lives in
Clinton township, Shelby county. The father was a shoemaker by trade and
They were good, Christian people, members of the
also followed farming.
substantial

men

Brethren church. Of their children, Edgar Alonzo was the youngest born and
the only one living. The others were Garrett. John, Henry, Joseph. George.
Maria, Daniel and William.
Edgar Alonzo Schenck has spent his life on his present farm and has had
All the usual farm industries are
the management of it since his school days.
carried on on both farms owned by Mr. Schenck, grain growing and stock
growing largely for his own
stock,
any
markets
raising, although he seldom
He has some .other interests and is a stockholder in the Buckeye Churn
use.
is

:

Company.
In October, 1875, Mr. Schenck was married to Miss Anna Campbell, of
111.,
a daughter of Nelson and Margaret Campbell, farmins;

Springfield,

460
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people there, who had the following children James, Mary Jane, Catherine,
George, William, John, Minnie and Anna. Mr. and Mrs. Schenck have two
daughters, both now married, with children of their own. Grace is the wife
of John McClure and they have two children, being Floyd and Gladys. Nora
D. is the wife of Stanley Young, their children being Mildred' Margaret and
Mr. Schenck and family attend the Methodist Episcopal church.
Helen.
Politically he is a republican.
:

OSCAR

KING, one of the busy and successful general farmJOSEPH
who operates his mother's farm
of ninety-four acres, was born in this township, January 4, 1875, and is a son
of David M. and Leah (Kauffman) King.
David M. King was born in Mifflin county, Pa., and came to Ohio when a
young man. Here he followed farming all his life dying September 21, 191 i,
and was a well known and highly respected man, a leading member of the
Brethren church. He married Leah Kauffman, who was born also in Mifflin
county, Pa., and still resides on her farm in Clinton township.
To David
M. King and wife the following children were born: Alice K., who is the
widow of Nicholas Kauffman; Rebecca, who is the wife of George Davis:
Sadie, who is the wife of Walter Parcher; Joseph Oscar; Ida, who is the wife
of Harry Tennery: and Amanda, who is the wife of Charles Miltenberger.
Joseph Oscar King obtained a common school education and since putting aside his books has devoted himself exclusively to farming and stock
raising.
The home farm is a valuable property and under his excellent management is very productive. He takes a good citizen's interest in public matters, votes, the republican ticket and at present is a school director.
In 1898 Mr. King was married to Miss Dora Theuer, a daughter of Martin
and Anna Theurer. Mrs. Theurer was previously married but her three chilMr. and
dren, Henry, Charles and Dora, were born to her second union.
Mrs. King have two children Helen and Melvin. The family, including the
beloved mother, belong to the Brethren church.
ers of Clinton township, Shelby county, O.,

:

WILLIAM F. VALENTINE, who operates the only tile mill in Green
township, is an enterprising and prosperous business man of this section over
which he is very well known. He was born in De Kalb county, Ind., August
25, 1864, and is a son of John and Nancy Jane (Bailey) Valentine.
John Valentine was born in Orange township, Shelby county, O., where
he engaged in farming in early manhood and after marriage lived for one
year in Indiana, moving from there to Illinois, eleven years later returning to
Ohio. For twenty years Mr. Valentine continued to live in his native state
after which he spent three years in Kansas but again returned to Ohio and
For six years
his death occurred in Shelby county in his seventy-fourth year.
he was in the tile business but otherwise devoted himself entirely to farming.
He married Nancy Jane Bailey, who was born in Clinton county, O., and still
They had the following children: Mrs. Alice Johnson; Jonas I.,
survives.
who lives in Kansas; William F. Levi E., who lives in Green township; Richard R., who is a resident of Colorado Thomas C. and Daisy C, both of whom
;

;
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are deceased Alonzo and Earl, both of whom live in Perry township, Shelby
county.
William, F. Valentine assisted his father and attended school until he was
fourteen years of age and afterward followed farming until 1890, when he
bought the tile mill which he has successfully operated ever since. The usual
output of his plant is from eighteen to twenty-two kilns annually and as Mr.
Valentine also carries on a business in contract ditching, he makes use of all
his own factory product and uses additionally 200 car loads of tile in a year.
He has some additional business interests and is one of the directors of the
;

Farmers Telephone Company.
Mr. Valentine was married

first to Miss Emma J. Rugh, of Wabash, Ind.,
His second marriage was to
E. and Grace F.
Miss Nellie J. Duffy, of Shelby county, and they have three children: Hazel,
are
members of the Christian
John and Newel. Mr. Valentine and family
In politics he is a republican and his party has elected him for his
church.
seventh continuous term as township trustee. He belongs to two of the popular
fraternal organizations of this section, the Improved Order of Red Men and
the Knights of the Golden Eagle.

who

left

two children

:

Mace

CLEMENS WOLKE,
stantial citizens of

representative and subO., is treasurer of the
of a large property situated

who is numbered with the
McLean township, Shelby county,

Special School District and the owner
consisting of 160 acres of valuable land. He was born on this
8, 1856, and is a son of John C. and Mary Wolke.
John C. Wolke and wife were born, reared and married in Germany and
a daughter was born to them there, Ida, who died before they came to America.
They had but two children, Clemens being born after they had reached McLean
township, Shelby county. They found five acres of their 160 already cleared

Sherman

in section 10,

farm, April

and John C. Wolke put in a crop as soon as possible and afterward worked
constantly to clear his land, being assisted by his son as the latter attained
strength to be of material help. Twenty-five acres have been left as a wood
All the
lot, but all the rest is made productive through careful cultivation.
buildings now standing were erected by the present owner and all the other
improvements now in evidence were placed here by him. The father and
mother both died on this farm, the father when aged seventy-two years.
They were excellent people, devout Catholics and good neighbors. Their
burial was in the St. Michael's church cemetery.
When aged twenty-three years, Clemens Wolke was united in marriage
with Mary Raterman, a daughter of Ferdinand RatermaiT, a member of an old
family of McLean township, and they have one daughter, Bernadina, who
Mr. Wolke and family are members of St. Michael's Cathresides at home.
He has always been a democrat in his political opinions and has
olic church.
taken an interest in township matters and has been particularly active in
advancing the usefulness of the public schools. He has long been a member
of the board of education and for eighteen years has been its treasurer. His
property is well situated being on the south side of the Sherman turnpike
road, and but four miles southwest of Fort Loramie.
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FREDERICK

SLEETER,

H.
a well-known and highly respected
citizen of Sidney, O., to which city he retired from his farm many years
ago, is a native of Ohio, born in Auglaize county, October 23, 1836.
His
parents were Henry and Catherine Sleeter.

Henry and Catherine Sleeter were born in Germany. After coming
to Ohio and settling in Auglaize county, Henry Sleeter acquired a farm
of forty acres but whenever opportunity offered worked at his trade of
millwright and later left the farm and rented a mill on Greenville Creek,
Darke county, near New Harrison, and took charge of and operated it
for one year before his family joined him there.
Living conditions were
not comfortable there, however, and parents and children returned to
Auglaize county and during the cholera epidemic of 1847 tne father and
the youngest son, Henry, both succumbed to the disease at the same
time and their burial was in the same grave.
The mother was later
married to John F. Meyers, who operated a hotel at Bremen, and F. H.
for several years assisted his step-father, serving behind the bar and
taking care of the stabling of the horses.
Mr. Meyers did a good
business as there was much wagon travel at that time east and west
in

through Bremen.
Frederick H. Sleeter had attended a German school in Auglaize
county but it was not until he was about fifteen years of age and had
entered the employ of Joseph Dowler, in Newberry township, Miami
county, that he learned the elements of the English language, being first
instructed in Sunday school. He was anxious to learn and made rapid
progress, his employers, Joseph Dowler and Henry Wright, who were
brothers-in-law, taking a great deal of interest in him, and he remained
with them for four years. At that time many young men were going to
Iowa to seek better opportunities, and Mi. Sleeter also visited that
state but within nine months returned to Ohio and then came to Sidney.
where a half-brother, George W. Metzger, was then living, the latter
being a son of his mother's first marriage which had taken place in
Germany. In the meanwhile, having learned the carpenter trade with
Henry Wright, Mr. Sleeter followed the same and prior to i860, lived
for some time in Shelby county with a family connection, Benjamin
Wert. After marriage he bought a farm of 140 acres, situated in Green
township, on which he lived from i860 until 1886, at which time he and
his wife moved to Sidney, where they have a fine home, the handsome
brick residence being on South Main avenue. Mr. Sleeter gave the first
farm he owned to his daughter, Mrs. B. T. Bull, and had improved that
as well as his present farm of 152 acres which is situated in Orange
township.
In i860 Mr. Sleeter was married to Miss Mary Bucannan, a daughter
of David Bucannan, who was one of the pioneers of Shelby county.
Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Sleeter: Lottie, who is
the wife of B. T. Bull; Ella, who is the widow of Judd Miller; William
and Olia, both of whom are deceased; Agnes, who is the wife of Jesse
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Frazier; and Thomas B., who died in childhood.
Mr. and Mrs.
are active members of the Universalist church.
Formerly he
in his political affiliation and on that ticket was elected
treasurer of Green township, in which office he served with efficiency,
For
but in later years has been identified with the prohibition party.
L.

Sleeter

was a democrat

many

years he has been an

Odd

CLEMENS BENDER,

Fellow.

two and one-half miles southwest of
J.
Fori Loramie, O., where he rents an improved farm of 120 acres, lying in section 11, McLean township, is one of the representative citizens of this section and a member of an old Ohio family. He w^is born in this farm, and is a
son of John and Mary (Heilers) Bender.
John Bender was born in Auglaize county, O., and grew to manhood there
and engaged in farm pursuits. He married Mary Heilers, who was reared at
Minster, O., and they then came to this farm in McLean township and here
Mrs. Bender died when her son J. Clemens was only seven years of age.
There were five children, namely: John, who is deceased; J. Clemens; and
residing

Katie, who live at home and Clara, who is deceased.
Clemens Bender obtained his education in the Walkup Special School
and then assisted his father and since the fall of 191 1 has had entire
charge of the home place, carrying on geenral farming and raising stock
for home use.
He married Miss Emma Seger, who is a daughter of John
Seger, of Fort Loramie, O. The whole family belongs to St. Michael's Catholic church.
Mr. Bender votes with the democratic party.

Mary and

;

J.

District

J. F. APPLEGATE, who is one of the respected and useful men of Orange
township, for the past ten years a member of the school board and interested
in everything that promises to be beneficial to this section, resides on his well
cultivated farm, which contains fifty-four and one-third acres.
He was born
February 25, 1849, n Green township, Shelby county, within a half mile of
Plattsville, and is a son of Edward and Elizabeth (Kiser) Applegate.
Edward Applegate was born in New Jersey and it is possible that his ancestors came from Holland.
He was twenty-five years of age when he came to
Shelby county, and bought the land in Green township on which he spent the
rest of his life, clearing and developing it through his own industry, dying
there when aged sixty-five years. He married Elizabeth Kiser, who was born
in Miami county, O., and died at Sidney, when aged eighty-two years.
They
had six children: Sarah Catherine, who married J. S. Loughlin; Mary E., who
is the wife of Francis Bull; John I. C. who lives at Sidney; two who died in
infancy; and J. F.
J. F. Applegate attended the district schools in Green township in boyhood, having the usual country boy advantages afforded at that time, and
remained with his father until he was twenty-six years old, coming then to
Orange township and for ten years afterward lived on his father-in-law's farm.
From there he moved to the one he now occupies and successfully operates,
for the past twenty years having carried on farming and stock raising here.
>
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During

this time

he has

made many changes and improvements and has

a

valuable property.

Mr. Applegate married Miss Mina T. Bull, a daughter of Hiram Bull, and
five children were born to them Rollo, who died when aged four years Fleetwood, who lives near Springfield, O. Forrest E., who is a resident of Sidney; Charles C, who is the practical home farmer; and Edward, who is now
deceased, served as a soldier in the Philippine Islands.
Mr. Applegate and
family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. In politics a democrat, while living in Green township, Mr. Applegate served as a trustee and
has also served two times as township clerk and has been a member of the
school board since coming to Orange township.
He belongs to the Odd
;

:

;

Fellows, at Plattsville.

AUGUST B. GUDENKAUF, M. D., a well established physician and
surgeon at Sidney, O., and secretary of the Shelby County Medical Society,
His parents
is a native of Germany, where he was born September 14, 1870.
were Anton and Gertrude (Von Huesen) Gudenkauf.
Anton Gudenkauf followed the blacksmith trade in Germany but after coming to America in 1874 and settling in McLean township, near what is now
Fort Loramie, Shelby county, O., he engaged in farming but his death in the
following year prevented his acquiring any considerable interests in that direcHis widow survives.
August B. Gudenkauf was a child of four years when his parents brought
him to America and he lived on a farm through his early school days, later
becoming a student in the Sidney high school, where he was graduated in 1893.
For seven years afterwards he taught school, following which came a year in
tion.

the scientific department of the State University, at Columbus, O., which, in
turn was followed by a course of four years in medicine, and he was graduated
For
in the class of 1905 from the Ohio Medical University at Columbus.
one year he served as an interne at the Protestant Hospital in that city, in the
fall of 1906 coming to Sidney, where he has been engaged in the practice of
his profession ever since.
Dr. Gudenkauf married Miss Agnes Albery, of Columbus, and they have
one daughter, Catherine Gertrude. Dr. and Mrs. Gudenkauf are members of
He is identified fraternally with the Knights of Columthe Catholic church.
bus, and professionally with county and state medical bodies and with the
American Medical Association, and in 1909 served as president of the Shelby
County Medical Society, of which he now is secretary. Dr. Gudenkauf has
also served on the board of county school examiners.

HARRY J. TAYLOR, proprietor and manager of the Sidney Hardware
Company, at Sidney, O., a leading business concern here, has been identified
with the hardware trade since a boy. He was born at Sidney, March 27, 1855,
and is a son of Oliver J. Taylor, who is also in this line of trade.
Harry J. Taylor was educated in the public schools and afterward worked
in his father's hardware store until 1898, when he embarked in business for
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Mr. Taylor began in a modest way and through close attention to
business and a complete knowledge of all its details, has greatly prospered. To
his first quarters he has added space and now has two large rooms and two
warerooms and carries a very full stock, handling everything in light and
heavy hardware, farm fencing, and factory and plumbers' supplies.
Mr. Taylor was united in marriage with Miss Belle Runyon, of Shelby
county, and eight children have been born to them, namely Oliver F., who is
associated with his father in the store, is married and they have three children
Harold, James and Amelia Belle Harry, who is also in the hardware business with his father; Mabel, deceased, who was the wife of Frederick Heiser,
of Sidney, and they had one child, Mary Louise; James T., who is also in his
father's store; and Mary, Rosanna, Cora and Julia, all of whom reside at
home. Mr. Taylor is active in his citizenship, assuming responsibilities when
He
necessary and in every possible way working for the general welfare.
belongs to several fraternal bodies including the Royal Arcanum and the Order
of Ben Hur.
himself.

:

—

;

FRANK

J.

EILERMAN,

a well

known

resident of Shelby county,

who

a retired farmer residing in section 9, McLean township, where he owns
120 acres of valuable land, situated two miles east of Fort Loramie, on the

is

Sherman turnpike road, was born in this township, December 9, 1847, and is
a son of George Henry Eilerman, an early settler and worthy citizen of this
part of the county.
Frank J. Eilerman obtained his education in the Sherman Special School
Farm industries occupied the entire period of his active life and
District.
these he continued until 1910, when he shifted his responsibilities from his own
shoulders to the sturdy ones of hs son, being fully, assured that a capable hand
remained at the plow. Mr. Eilerman came to .the present farm following

still

marriage and with the exception of thirty acres of woodland, placed all
He continued his improvements until he had
set of new buildings, those now standing, which are substantial in
construction and adequate to farm needs.
He found, at times, that parts of
his land required draining and that also was attended to and a large amount
of tile put down.
In 1873 Mr. Eilerman was married to Miss Catherine Holscher, who was
born on this farm, the only daughter of B. H. Holscher, who was a victim of
cholera during the epidemic of 1849. To Mr. and Mrs. Eilerman four children were born, as follows: Henry, who lives in Cynthian township, married
Mary Dresher; Clemens, who has charge of the home farm, married Lena
Dresher; Mary, who is the wife of William Kloeker, of Cynthian township:
and Katie, who is the wife of Henry Borger, of McLean township. Mr. Eilerman has always been interested in the public schools and the only office he ever
accepted was that -of school director.
With his family he belongs to St.
Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie and when this church edifice was
built he made a substantial contribution to the fund.
his

the land in a tillable condition.

an entire
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WILLIAM

MAYER,

merchant tailor at Sidney, O., is well known
to his fellow citizens here, where he has spent his life and practically grew up
He was born at Sidney, July 8, 1872, and is a
in his present line of business.

H.

Andrew and Julia (Bretz) Mayer.
Andrew Mayer was born in Germany

son of

in 1829 and before coming to
America, learned the tailoring trade. After reaching the United States he
located at Lancaster, O., where he worked in tailor shops for a time and then
went to Cincinnati and from there, in 1863, came to Sidney, immediately opening his own shop but later closed it and for a time worked as a cutter in other
establishments. In 1881 he resumed business for himself and continued until
March, 1906, when he retired on account of a slight stroke of paralysis which
impaired his health to some extent. At Lancaster, O-., he married Julia Bretz,
who died in 1896, the mother of the following children: Mary, who was the
wife of W. O. Wagner, died in 1892; Charles, who is a tailor in business at
Belief ontaine; Delia, who is the wife of P. E. Sherman of Sidney; and Louise,
Anna, William H. and Amelia, the last named being the wife of Hon. Charles

M. Wyman.
William H. Mayer attended the parochial schools in boyhood and as soon
and deft enough was permitted to help his father and in July, 1887,
entered upon his apprenticeship to the trade. In 1904 he received his diploma
as a cutter from the Frederick Cromborg Cutting School, Chicago, 111., having
previously, in 1892, attended the John J. Mitchell Cutting School, New York
City. He continued with his father for nineteen years in all, in 1906 embarking in business for himself. He is recognized as one of the most expert cutters and fitters in the city, while his taste, carefulness and good judgment insure
wide and continued patronage.
Mr. Mayer married Miss Helen Crusey, a daughter of Edward Crusey,
and they have three children Rosemary, Helen and William. Mr. Mayer
and family are members of the Catholic church and he is identified fraternally
with the Knights of Columbus and the Elks.
as old

:

GEORGE KEIFER HIPPLE,

whose valuable farm of eighty acres of
was born in Miami county, not
is a son of David and Elizabeth

finely cultivated land lies in Clinton township,

far

from Troy, O., April

30,

1850, and

(Enyeart) Hippie.
David Hippie was born in Pennsylvania, of German parents, and came to
Ohio when young, settling in Miami county and marrying there. He followed
'farming all his life and he and wife were among the earnest members and
liberal supporters of the Christian church.
They had four children: Taylor;
George Keifer; Angeline, who is deceased, was the wife of Samuel Hersey;
and Laura Belle, who died when young.
George Kiefer Hippie attended the district school nearest his father's farm
and assisted there until he was nineteen years of age after which, for a time,
he was in the employ of an express company at Sidney, O. Since then he
has resided on his farm where he is extensively and profitably engaged in the
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his yards usually

having 300 birds, his ready market being at Sidney.
Mr. Whipple was married first to Miss Ella Wilson, of Miami county,
who was survived by one daughter, Gertrude, who is the wife of Wade Shilling. In 1882 he was married (second) to Miss Mary Miller, of Miami county,
and they have three children Harry Walter, who married Ethel West and
Taylor. Mr. Hippie and family attend the Methodist Episcopal church. He
is identified with the republican party but has never been a seeker for office.
:

;

;

OWEN

DOORLEY. whose valuable farm of 155 acres lies in Orange
township, one and one-half miles southeast of Sidney, now lives retired and is
surrounded with the comforts that a long life of industry have provided. He
was born July 16, 1825, in Ireland, and is a son of Daniel Doorley and wife,
neither of whom ever came to the United States.
Owen Doorley helped his father on the home farm in Ireland and attended
the parochial schools, and no doubt received instruction and advice from the
parish priest when he announced his determination to leave home and seek
his fortune in another land. "He reached America in safety and spent his first
four months in the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., and stopped at other
points before reaching Ohio, where he secured work on the C, H. & D. Railroad then in course of construction, which had reached as far as Anna StaHe continued to work as a laborer for some time and then became a
tion.
farmer and followed agricultural pursuits in Green township, Shelby county,
for twenty-five years, being prudent as to his money, and in 1883 was able
He had sixteen additional acres, which he sold to the
to purchase this farm.
Children's Home.
Mr. Doorley has shifted his responsibilities to the strong
shoulders of his sons but still takes much interest in all farm operations and
improvements.
On October 29, 1849, Mr. Doorley was married to Miss Bridget Corcoran,
in Ireland, who accompanied him to America and for many years was his
Her death occurred March 2, 1910. She
cheerful and helpful companion.
was the mother of ten children Anna, who died in infancy; John, who is also
deceased; Thomas; Margaret, deceased; Elizabeth, who married Thomas
Madigan and has nine children Joseph, who married Catherine McGuff and
has ten children James Mary Ann, deceased Michael and Catherine.
Mr.
Doorley and family are members of the Holy Angels Catholic church. He is
a democrat in his political opinions and has always taken an interest in the
party's success but has not sought office for himself. In his long life of eightyseven years he has witnessed many changes, including improvements in railroad building and in fanning, and many comforts of living that now seem
necessities, in his early days in Ohio would have seemed the greatest luxuries.
Mr. Doorley is widely known and has many warm friends and well wishers.
:

;

;

;

;

BERNARD ASELAGE,

a successful farmer owning 160 acres of fine
situated in section 6, McLean township, one quarter mile southeast of Fort Loramie, is one of the representative citizens of this township and
land,

which

is
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serving in the office of clerk of the Berlin Special School District. He was
born in Germany, July 17, i860, and is a son of George and Helena Aselage,
both of whom died in Germany.
Bernard Aselage obtained his education in a German school and remained
Being the only
in his native land until he was twenty-three years of age.
child of his parents he was left alone at their death and came to America by
By trade a carpenter he
himself, his objective point being Fort Loramie, O.
worked for ten years in this neighborhood as such and for one year in CincinFor eighteen months he rented
nati, and then turned his attention to farming.
land in Cynthian township, then moved to the Adolph Sherman farm-, which
he rented for nine years, following which he purchased his present place from
Bernard Pille. As the land had been improved and all cleared but eighteen
acres of woodland, Mr. Aselage found his first expenditure was the main cost
in securing a valuable property and a fine home, the residence being a commodious brick structure. Mr. Aselage took possession in the fall of 1902 and
here carries on farming and stock raising under very favorable conditions.
Mr. Aselage married Miss Lena Bruns. who was born in Germany, January 1, 1855, a daughter of Henry and Lena Bruns, and they have the following
children: B. H., who lives in McLean township, married Elizabeth Schlater
and they have one son, August William and John, both of whom assist their
father on the farm Albert, who is a student in the Minster high school and
Mr. Aselage and family are members of St. Michael's Catholic
Joseph.
church, and he belongs to the Catholic Knights of. America. In politics he is
a democrat and has served McLean township with honest efficiency in the
office of road superintendent, and early in 1912 was elected a member of the
board of education as above .mentioned.
is

;

;

;

FRANK
Milling
county,

M. SAYRE, secretary and treasurer of The Farmers Grain and
Company, at Sidney, O., one of the large business enterprises of Shelby
was born in Adams township. Champaign county, O., one mile east of

September 13, 1868, and is a son of Thomas J. and
Souder) Sayre.
Sayre
was
born also on the above farm in Adams township,
J.
which land had been entered from the government by his father, Ziba P.
Sayre. He married Margaret Souder, who was born at Quincy, Logan county,
O., a daughter of Daniel L. Souder, who had come to Ohio from Georgetown.
Md., when a boy of sixteen years. Mrs. Sayre passed away in 1902 but Mr.
Sayre survives.
Frank M. Sayre was reared to the age of sixteen years in his native county
and there attended school and completed his education after coming to Shelby
county, in 1883. He was just twenty-one years of age when he began to teach
school, and, finding the work congenial, continued for fourteen years, becoming widely kno\vn and very highly esteemed all over the county.
Later he
became station agent at North Creek, O., for the Clover Leaf Railroad Company, resigning that position to become secretary and treasurer of the Fanners
Grain and Milling Company at Sidney, in February, 1912.
the Shelby county line,

Margaret

(

Thomas

JOSEPH BOWEN
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Mr. Sayre married Miss Daisy E. Russell, who is a daughter of the late
in Clinton
J. Russell, a very prominent citizen and extensive farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Sayre have three children: Florence M., Herman

Moses

township.

and Albert.

BOWEN,

owner and proprietor of a general store at
JOSEPH
Hardin, O., where he has been established for twenty-five years, is a
representative citizen of Shelby county and is a veteran of the greai
He was born in Clermont county, O., December 12, 1844,
Civil war.
is a son of Clark and Elishaba (Godfrey) Bowen.
Clark Bowen came from New England, being a native of Rhode
through life and a man of sterling character. His wife
was born in Ohio to which state her people had come from New Jersey,

and

Island, a farmer

where the name of Godfrey is still borne by well-known people. To
Clark Bowen and his wife the following children were born: Eliza Ann,
who married John Price Joseph and Ella, who was married first to
G. M. Meyers and after his death to Samuel Lawyer.
Joseph Bowen attended the district schools in his neighborhood
during the winter seasons, until he was fifteen years old, when he went
to Sharonsville, in Hamilton county, where he was a clerk in a general
store and was still there in 1862, when he decided to become a soldier.
He enlisted for service on August 16, 1862, in Company E, Eightythird Ohio Vol. Inf., and remained until his honorable discharge in 1865.
For about eight months after the close of the war, Mr. Bowen visited
;

;

among his relatives, recuperating from his years of hardships, and in
that way came to Shelby county, where he became interested in farming
and continued until the fall of 1871, when he started into the store and
grain business at Hardin Station, in partnership with Isaac Betts. They
continued for two years when Mr. Bowen sold his interest and went into
the grocery business at Lockington, O. In 1887 he purchased his present
store at Hardin and the place thereby gained a valuable citizen who has
been active in promoting its advancement and welfare ever since.
On September 8, 1868, Mr. Bowen was married to Miss Christina E.
Strate, who was born in Germany, a daughter of Adolphus Strate, who
was a brickmaker by trade. The Strate family consisted of four children
William and
Christina E., Mrs. Bowen
Carrie, wife of John Hick
Louisa, Mrs. Tyson. To Mr. and Mrs. Bowen the following children
;

;

;

William H., who married Nancy Malcolm; James: Mabel.
who is the wife of Frederick Cole; Bonnie, who married Dan Ellsner;
Mary,
who died in July, 191 1, and Clark. The family of Mr.
Maude;
Bowen belong to the Methodist Episcopal church. Politically he is
republican and he is identified with the G. A. R. at Sidney, O.

were born:

d.

WILBUR
member
ney,

is

J.

EMMONS,

of the well

well

known

a leading member of the bar of Shelby county,
known law firm of Wicoff, Emmons & Needles, at Sidalso in other directions, particularly in fraternal circles.
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Mr.. Emmons was born on a farm situated in Spring creek township, Miami
county, O., May 18, 1864, and is a son of Job and Mary A. (Houser) Emmons.
Wilbur J. Emmon's early life was sent on the home farm and because
he had more ambition than many of his school mates he was not contented
with the educational training received in the country schools but prepared for
and entered the National Normal University at Lebanon, O., where he was
graduated with the class of 1885. He spent the next year on the farm and
then came to Sidney and entered the law office of S. L. Wicoff, as a law
student, and was admitted to the bar in 1899 and in the same year became
Mr. WicofFs partner. In 1901 H. H. Needles was admitted to the bar and in
the fall of 1904 the present firm was organized, one that stands very high in
the county, both collectively and individually.
Mr. Emmons is active as a
citizen and the value put upon his judgment and integrity by his fellow citizens
has frequently been shown by election to positions of responsibility.
For
three years he was a member of the Sidney board of education and for six
years served as a member of the Shelby county board of school examiners.
In 1899, Mr. Emmons was married to Miss Marianna Corwin, of Warren
county, who died July 10, 1909, survived by two sons: Corwin J. and Wilbur
D. While not particularly active in politics, Mr. Emmons has found interest
to no small degree in fraternal associations.
He has passed through all the
chairs of the local lodge of Odd Fellows and served eleven years on the floor
of the Grand Encampment of Ohio, then became Grand Patriarch for the state
of Ohio, and at present is one of the representatives of the state in the
Sovereign Grand Lodge. He is equally prominent in Masonry and is past
eminent commander and at present is captain-general of Sidney Commandery,

No. 46, Knights Templar.

BENJAMIN

F. FOSTER, whose fifty acres of fine land is situated one
mile east of Sidney, bordering on the Tawawa turnpike road, in Clinton township, Shelby county, O., was born on a farm one-half mile south of where he
lives, October 6, 1864, and is a son of John and Catherine (Peterhaus) Foster.
The parents of Benjamin F. Foster were born, reared and married in Germany, and one year after marriage came to the United States. They spent
the first six months at Baltimore, Md., and then came to Ohio, pausing for
a short time at Dayton, and then came on into Shelby county, where they

remained for the rest of their lives. John Foster became a substantial farmer
in Clinton township. They were members of the Lutheran church and at death
were buried in Graceland cemetery at Sidney. They had a large family of
children, as follows Christiana, who is the widow of Jacob Dormire George
and John, both of whom are deceased Mary, who is deceased, was the wife
of John Shaffer Christian Lewis, who is deceased William Callie, who is
the wife of L. W. Kah Benjamin F. and Catherine, who is the wife of Henry
McCracken.
Benjamin F. Foster had common school advantages and since then has
devoted himself to agricultural pursuits, carrying on general farming and
raising stock, and all his efforts have been expended on the old homestead.
;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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On November 22, 1894, Mr. Foster was married to Miss Jennie Gearhart, who
-was born in Perry township, Shelby county, a daughter of Frank and Elizabeth (Miller) Gearhart, both natives of this county. Mr. and Mrs. Gearhart
had the following children born to them: Harry, Edward, Lucy, William,
Augusta, Jennie and Earl. Augusta is the widow of Ora A. Dunson. Mr. and
Mrs. Foster have one son, John F., who was born October 2, 1896, who is a
most satisfactory student in the Sidney high school. Mr. Foster and family
Politically he is a democrat but is no aspirant
attend the Lutheran church.
for office, and fraternally he has been connected with the Odd Fellows at
Sidney for many years. Mr. Foster is one of the solid, reliable men of Clinton township.
intelligent men and successful farmers
J. W. BROWN, who is one of the
of Loramie township, Shelby county, O., owning 130 acres of well developed
land, ninety of which lie in the Greenwood Special School District, of which
he is a valued official, was bom near Gettysburg, Darke county, O., June 24,
1877, and is a son of Reuben and Anna Brown, who are highly respected
retired residents of Versailles, O.
years old when his parents came to Loramie townJ. W. Brown was nine
ship, Shelby county, and he completed his education in the Greenwood Special
School District. He entered into business as a farm hand, working by the
month, and then for one year raised tobacco, and after this experiment
embarked in agricultural activities for himself and has so continued. He
devotes his land to general fanning and moderate stock raising and is numbered with the prosperous and contented farmers of this part of Shelby county.
On September 14, 1899, Mr. Brown was married to Miss Hulda J. Apple.
who was born also in Loramie township and is a daughter of Henry A. Apple,
one of the old and well known citizens and wealthy men of the township. On
this farm the three children of Mr. and Mrs. Brown were born Erma Eleanor,
Goldie Irene and Mary Henrietta. Mr. and Mrs. Brown are members of the
Lutheran church. In politics he has always been a democrat but has never
accepted any public office except membership on the school board, his first
experience being when he served for two years, filling out the unexpired
term of John Boyd, after which he was elected for a period of four years,
which ensures his services on this body until 19 16.
:

CHARLES

F. SNYDER, one of the representative men of Cynthian
township, resides in section 27, where he devotes his 130 acres of valuable land
This land is in two farms and they
to general farming and cattle raising.
Mr.
are situated one third mile north of the Sidney-Hardin turnpike road.
Snyder was born April 19, 1863, in Miami county, O., and is a son of Henry
and Lydia (Ward) Snyder.
Henry Snyder was born in Perry county, O., and was reared and educated
there.
He married" Lydia Ward, who was born in Hocking county, a daughDaniel Ward was a direct descendant of
ter of Daniel and Deliliah Ward.
Nathaniel Ward, who was commander of the Patriot forces at Boston, Mass.,
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in the early days of the Revolutionary war, before General Washington took
command. After marriage, Henry Snyder and wife moved to Miami county
and settled in Washington township, and also, at one time lived in Allen
county and also in Van Wert county. Grandfather Snyder gave each of his
children a farm of 160 acres but Henry Snyder never lived on his tract, trad-

ing it for sixty acres of the farm which his son, Charles F., now owns. He
died in Cynthian township in March, 1866, and his burial was at Sugar Grove,
His widow continued to live in
O., in the cemetery of the Brethren church.
Cynthian township until 1900, when she moved to South Whitley, Ind., where
she died in September, 1905, and her burial was also at Sugar Grove. They
were well known and highly respected people and were parents of eight children, namely: Daniel W., who died in 1877, at Peoria, 111., was aged twentyfour years Mary A., who is the wife of John P. Golly, of Cynthian township;
John W., who died in 1897, at the age of forty years; Isaac, who lives in
Cynthian township Christiana, who lived but ten months Charles F. Jerd,
who lived but six days and Henry, who is a resident of Dayton, O.
Charles F. Snyder received his early school instruction in the Forest Special School District but when fourteen years of age was transferred to the
Hopewell district, where he attended for four years and then returned to
In the fall of 1883
the Forest district and later attended school at Sidney.
he took charge of a school in Van Buren township, where he taught for three
township.
year
in
Dinsmore
After his marthen
taught
for
one
years and
riage he moved to Botkins, and from there, in the spring of 1891, to his
present home farm of eighty acres having bought out the other heirs and his
mother's dower in 1900; he added to this a fifty acre farm in 1905, and in 191
he and his son Virgil W. purchased 120 acres in Michigan, where he has done
a large amount of improving in the way of draining and building.
;

;

;

;

;

In 1886 Mr. Snyder was married to Miss Adella Blakeley, who was born
Dinsmore township, Shelby county, a daughter of John and Elizabeth
Blakely, the former of whom was born in Franklin and the latter in Licking
county, O., and their parents, respectively, came to Shelby county in 1832 and
To Mr. and Mrs. Snyder were born children as fol1835, being pioneers.
lows: Virgil W., who lives at Beaverton, Mich., married Bessie Ward; MelCarl W.,
senia, who lives in Turtle Creek township, married R. Schmidt
Israel Blakeley and Cora M., all of whom live at home; May, who died when
aged twenty-three days; and an infant daughter who died at birth. Mr. Snyder is one of the enterprising and public spirited men of the township, was
one of the incorporators and is secretary of the Farmers Telephone Company
and lends his influence to further all movements which promise to be for
the public welfare.
He was reared in the republican party and has always
given it support and has been one of its leaders in the county, formerly
serving as a member of one of the important county organizations. At present he is serving in his third term as a notary public and since 1898 has been
in

;

a

member

which he

of the board of education of the Forest Special School District, of
is

clerk.
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SIMON WEHNEMAN,

one of the representative men of Loramie towneducation of the Beech Grove Special School District since 1902, carries on
general farming on his place of 176 acres, in which he has a one-half interest.
He was born here November 8, 1852, and is a son of John Henry and a
grandson of John Andrew Wehneman.
John Henry Wehneman was born and educated in Prussia-Germany and
was twenty-one years old when he accompanied his parents to America and

Miami county, O., where the parents died and John Henry lived
Here he secured
until his marriage, when he came to Loramie township.
eighty acres of the present farm, it being wild land covered with timber and
to the clearing and subsequent cultivating of this land he devoted his best
years. His birth took place March 16, 181 7, and his death, July 20, 1874. He
was an honest, upright man, a hard worker and one who performed every
duty of life to the best of his ability. He married Ann Elizabeth Ficken,
who was born in Germany April 30, 1825, and died August 15, 1893, the burial
of both being in the cemetery at Houston, O. They were members of the
United Brethren church. They had the following children, all born on the
farm of eighty acres George, who resides on the homestead with his brothers,
Simon and Frederick, who follow him in order of birth Hannah, who is the
wife of Lloyd G. Hoon, residing at Bell Center, Logan county, Ohio John,
who married Elizabeth Stein, who lives on the grandfather's old farm in
Miami county; Anna Elizabeth, who married David Christian, residing in
Darke county, O. and Barbara Elizabeth, who is the wife of L. D. Fessler of
all settled in

:

;

;

;

Loramie township.
Following the death of the father, Simon and Frederick Wehneman took
charge of the farm and when the mother died in 1893 bought the place, the
General
additional land having been purchased in 1883 from James Clark.
farming and moderate stock raising have been the successful industries and
the land is all called very valuable. Simon Wehneman with his brothers and
sisters obtained their education in the township schools and in these same
schools, although under more favorable conditions, Mr. Wehneman's children
have been educated. He married Miss Anna Christina Roeth, a daughter
of Charles and Catherine Roeth, the former of whom is deceased but the latter survives and resides at Covington, O. Four children were born to Mr. and
Mrs. Wehneman, namely: Charles Henry, Albert Frederick, Lawrence
Edward and Bertha Catherine. The beloved mother of the above children
was born April 24, 1868; and died June 26, 1903. In every relation of life
she was an estimable woman and with her husband and children belonged to
Politically Mr. Wehneman has always been identified
the Lutheran church.
with the democratic party but has. never accepted any office except membership on the school board, being induced thereto by his desire to advance the
educational interests of his community.

JOHN
ship,
is

C. FEY, for many years a prosperous farmer of Franklin townShelby county, O., where he owrjs sixty-two acres of well-improved land,
(1912) interested in the building of a handsome brick residence

at present
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at Swanders, O., proposing to retire to this pleasant

town in the near future.
a citizen whose removal will be a loss to Franklin township but
Swanders
He was born in Dinsmore township, Shelby
county, August i, 1848, and is a son of Henry and Margaret (Dinehart)
Fey.
The parents of John C. Fey were born, reared and married in Germany
and from there, in 1845, tne y came to the United States and then continued
their journey until they reached Shelby county.
Henry Fey was a tailor by
trade but later in life became a farmer and subsequently moved with his wife
They were members of the Lutheran
to Maryland and there both died.
Anna, Catherine, Lizzie,
church.
Their children were named as follows
Mary, John C, Christian, Edward, Caroline and Eva.
John C. Fey had but meager educational opportunities in his youth as
public facilities were very different then from what they are now, and he
remained assisting his father on the home farm until he was twenty years of
age. Then he learned the wagonmaking trade and followed the same for ten
years, but in 1883 turned his attention to general farming and bought his place
In politics he is a republican.
in Franklin township from James Swanders.
At different times Jie has served as school director and also as road superintendent, and has been a reliable and public-spirited citizen.
In 1874 Mr. Fey was married to Miss Eva S. Hartman, who was born in
Indiana, a daughter of Peter and Savillia (Swanders) Hartman, and they
have two daughters, Bertha and Emma. Bertha married J. W. Dickensheets
and they have two children Ethel and Ernest. Emma married Asa Fogt,
and they have two children: Richard and Mary Eva. Mr. Fey and family
belong to the Reformed church at Swanders, in which he is an elder. He is
identified with the lodge of the Knights of the Golden Eagle, at Anna, O.
Mr. Fey

is

will gain thereby.

:

:

POLHAMUS

for many years was a leading citizen of Washington
G. S.
township, Shelby county, O., where he was a substantial farmer and the owner
of the old Polhamus homestead of 120 acres of well-improved land. He was
born on that farm, December 31, 1855, and died there May 16, 191 1.
In the Washington township schools Mr. Polhamus secured his education,
which was afterward supplemented by association with people in different
sections and much reading and probably there were no better informed men
His fellow citizens recognized his excellence of
in the community than he.
judgment as well as his personal integrity and elected him to public office and
After leaving the
at the time of his death he was a trustee of the township.
home farm in early manhood he spent four years in Colorado and then
returned to Shelby county and for nineteen years resided on and operated the
William Booher farm. In February, 1907, he took up his residence on the
old homestead and until the close of his life carried on fanning and stock
raising with marked success.
Mr. Polhamus married Miss Sarah Lawrence, who is a daughter of John
Lawrence, a farmer in Shelby county, and two children were born to them:
Elsie, who married Glenn Knouff, who operates the farm above mentioned;
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and Margaret Grace, who resides with her mother. Mr. Polhamus was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and a liberal contributor to its different lines of usefulness. His death was a distinct loss to his community and
his memory is held in tender regard not only by his family but by many others
to whom he had been a kind neighbor or sympathetic benef actor.

JOHN C. WARD, whose finely improved farm of eighty acres is situated
Perry township, is a well-known and representative man of this section.
born in Muskingum county, O., May 12, 1850, and is a son of Thompson and Lucinda (Cargill) Ward. They also were natives of Muskingum
county and came to Shelby county in 1853, where their subsequent lives were
spent, the father being a farmer.
His death occurred on the home place in
Perry township, on March 29, 1869, on which his widow still resides.
in

He was

John C. Ward attended the district schools. When his father died he was
eighteen years of age and he assumed charge of the property and carried on
the usual farm industries there until 1884, when he moved to his present farm,
which he purchased from Joel Drake. Here he erected a commodious resi*
dence, new barns and other farm structures and has been equally careful in
enriching and cultivating his land.
general farming line is successfully
carried on.

A

On

September 30, 1876, Mr. Ward was married to Miss Susan D. Staley,
who belongs to one of the old pioneer families of Shelby county. Both of her
parents, Nicholas and Mary ( Baker) Staley, are now deceased, their burial
being at Port Jefferson, O.
They had the following children Margaret,
who is the wife of John Bruner; Henry; Mary, who is deceased; John T.
Jennie, who is the wife of Port Blue; Susan D., who is the wife of John C.
Ward; David C, who is deceased; and Squire Nicholas.
Mr. and Mrs. Ward have four children and one grandchild: Roland G.,
who married Clara Abbott; Edith, who married Samuel Rolfe; Verne, who
married Chloe Apple and they have one son, Virgil and Pearl, who married
Oscar Key. The Ward family belongs and gives generous support to the
Methodist Episcopal church, of which Mr. Ward is one of the trustees. In
:

;

politics

he

is

a republican.

JOHN CHARLES FREMONT KIGGINS, who is a retired

farmer, since
1905 has been a resident of Sidney, O., .where he is well known and highly
respected and was born in Shelby county, O., September 3,. 1855, on a farm
of forty acres, the old home place, situated in Orange township, which he
disposed of at the time of retirement from active life. He is a son of John
Robert and Sallie Ann (McCloskey) Kiggins. John Robert Kiggins was
born in Miami county, O., and was a son of Robert Kiggins, who was a native
of Ireland. After marriage John Robert Kiggins came to Orange township,
and settled on the above mentioned farm and continued to reside there until
his death in 1898.
John C. F. Kiggins was reared on the home farm and spent forty-nine
years there, all his life practically until 1905, with the exception of five years
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following his marriage, when he rented land. When he contracted to purchase the homestead he had no capital, but afterward he developed a large
amount of business sagacity which not only enabled him to honestly clear off
At one time he
this indebtedness but also to make other wise investments.
owned a farm of seventy-two acres, situated in Logan county, which property
he sold one year later to great advantage. Another farm of eighty acres,
located in Jackson township, near Jackson Center, he owned for three years
and then sold at a much higher price than he had paid, the difference being
between $85 and $117 per acre. Mr. Kiggins then went on a prospecting
tour to Houston, Tex., and in that vicinity bought 320 acres, paying $38
per acre, which he held for an advance in price, and recently sold one-half of
Still later he
the tract for $45 per acre, still retaining the rest of the land.
purchased twenty acres, for a town site, paying $250 an acre, and this valuable property he still holds. When he decided to retire and move to Sidney,
he bought his fine residence on South Miami avenue and began to consider
propositions for the sale of his homestead, on which he had made excellent
improvements. -When he finally disposed of the forty acres he received what
was regarded as a record price, $150 an acre. That the land is worth that and
still more has been evidenced by a still later change of owners, ,the last purchaser paying $175 per acre, this giving a pretty fair idea of the general value
of Shelby county farm land when it has been properly developed.
In the fall of 1884, Mr. Kiggins was married to Miss Laura Ella Cozier,
who was born at Piqua, O., a daughter of Theodore Cozier. Mr. Cozier and
family lived at Piqua until Mrs. Kiggins was sixteen years of- age, when he
traded his city property for a farm in Green township, Shelby county. Mr.
and Mrs. Kiggins are members of the First Baptist church at Sidney, in
which he is a deacon. He has been identified with the order of Odd Fellowsfor many years.

JOHN F. MEIGHEN, one of the substantial citizens and experienced
fanners of Orange township, residing on his well cultivated farm of eighty
acres, which is situated six and one-half miles southeast of Sidney, O., a part
of the old Bull homestead, was born in Warren county, O., November 6, 1849,
and is a son of Amos and Julia Ann (Long) Meighen.
Amos Meighen also was born in aWrren county and for some years was a
farmer there but in 1867 moved to Shelby county, where the rest of his life
was spent, his death occurring at the age of seventy-five years. He married
Julia Ann Long, who was born in Pennsylvania and died in Shelby county,
Mrs. Mary Anderson,
They had three children
in her sixty-third year.
:

and Mrs. Alice Hetzler.
F. Meighen attended the public schools near his father's farm in
and after assisting his father for some years rented land for himself
In 1906 he came to his
devoted his life to agricultural pursuits.
present farm and here carries on general farming and raises stock for his
own use. Mr. Meighen married Miss Johanna Bull, who was born in Orange
Minnie,
township, is a daughter of Hiram Bull, and they have three children

John F.,
John
boyhood
and has

:
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the wife of Denton Simes; William, who is superintendent of the
Children's Home, in Shelby county; and Edna May, who is a teacher of
music in the township schools. Mr. Meighen and family belong to the Baptist
church. In politics he is a democrat.

who

is

WILLIAM H. FRISTOE, one of the leading men of Shelby county, and
one who is known in democratic politics all over Ohio, came to this county in
1864 and it has been his home ever since. He was born on a farm in Hocking
county, O., March 22, 185 1, and is a son of Charles and Anna Maria (Beery)
Fristoe.

Charles Fristoe was born and reared in Virginia and was twenty-one
years of age when, in 1833, he came to Licking county, O. He was married
near Bremen, in Fairfield county, to Miss Anna Maria Beery, who was reared
there and was a member of one of the old, prolific and substantial families of
The Beery family still holds yearly
that section, of Virginia ancestry.
After
reunions and William H. Fristoe is president of the organization.
marriage, Charles Fristoe bought a farm near Gore, in Falls township, Hocking county, and moved to Shelby county in 1864 when William H. was thirHis widow
teen years of age, and here Charles Fristoe died in May, 1876.
survived many years, passing away at the home of her son in 1890.
William H. Fristoe was reared on the home farm and first attended school
in Hocking county and afterward in Shelby county and when he started out
for himself spent the first season working on a farm south of Sidney, in
Orange township. Afterward he was employed in a brick yard in Turtle
creek township, but in 1874 came to Sidney and learned the carpenter trade
and for some years worked at bridge carpentering all over the state. In 1884
he was elected town marshal of Sidney and served for four years but in 1889
went into the implement business, as a member of the firm of Fristoe, Stewart
& Co., five years later becoming an independent dealer and conducting his
business alone for four years, when he was elected sheriff of Shelby county,
in which office he served for two terms, from January 1, 1898, to January 1,
Mr. Fristoe then bought the old Fielding farm in Clinton township,
1902.
near Sidney, and carried on agricultural operations here for five years, during
which time, through his efforts in securing the petition, he succeeded in having
the fine turnpike road built which was named in his honor. After selling his
farm he resumed the implement business at Sidney and continued until 1908,
when he disposed of it to the firm of Arnet & Son. He has been active politically since early manhood and has served in many public offices and capacities as indicated above and for four years was a member of the city council of
Sidney. In June, 1910, he was elected deputy state oil inspector of Ohio, ami
in January, 191 1, was elected a member of the county board of infirmary
directors and is clerk of this body.
In the fall of 1884 Mr. Fristoe was married to Miss Uretta Hall, a daughter of Marion Hall, then a well-known citizen and locally noted as an auctioneer, whose death occurred in February, 191 1.
Mr. and Mrs. Fristoe had
two children born to them: Charles Marion, who is a soldier in the United
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army; and William Robb. The mother of these sons died July 20,
Since 1873 Mr. Fristoe has heen an Odd Fellow, in which organiza1907.
tion he has advanced to encampment membership, and since 1892 has been
identified with the Masonic bodies.
States

JACOB W. RICHARDS,

an honored veteran of the Civil war, to

which great struggle he dedicated three years of early manhood, is
one of the prominent and substantial citizens of Turtle Creek township,
where he owns 240 acres of valuable land. He was born in Miami county,
O., November 23, 1836, and is a son of Richard and Sarah (Timmons)
Richards.

Richard Richards was probably of Welsh ancestry but was born in
and married after coming to Ohio.
He followed farming
throughout a long and industrious life and the family has always been
To
held in respect in the communities in which it has been known.
Richard and Sarah Timmons the following children were born: Henry,
Jacob and Jennie; Sarah, wife of Amos Fee; and Samuel and Martha.
Attending the district schools and helping on the home farm describes
in general terms the life of Jacob W. Richards before the death of his
father. At that time he was nineteen years of age, and as changes came
about then in the home, he hired out to work by the month and so
continued until he enlisted for service in the Civil war. On August 11,
1862, he became a member of Company H, Ninety-ninth Ohio Vol. Inf.,
and for three long years camped and marched and fought, a cheerful,
obedient and courageous soldier, often facing almost certain death on
the battle field but being mercifully preserved from all serious injury.
After the end of his military service he returned to Shelby county and
ever since has followed an agricultural life, in 1872 purchasing his
present farm. For some years afterward he was obliged to labor very
hard as little clearing had been done on this land, but it has well repaid
his efforts and is now one of the most valuable properties in the township.
In 1871 Mr. Richards was married to Miss Martha McClure, who was
born in Shelby county and is a daughter of Andrew and Jane (Hutchison)
McClure, the former of whom was born in Virginia and the latter in
Kentucky. To Mr. and Mrs. McClure the following children were born:
John and Andrew; Margaret, who married Samuel Stevenson; ManAnn, who married James Hutchison; James and William; Sarah, who is
the wife of William Fee; Rachel, who is the wife of Thomas Spence;
George and Martha, who is the wife of Mr. Richards.
To Mr. and Mrs. Richards four children were born, namely: Emma,
who is the wife of Grant Ike and they have children Cora. Carl, Erma,
Catherine and Kenneth; Lorenzo, who married Bonnie Miller and they
have children Willa, Willis and Lowell; Charles, who married Sadie
Enders, and they have children Jennette and Frances and Nora, who
The family
is the wife of Franklin Hill, and they have one son, Gerald.
are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. He is a republican in
Virginia

;

—

—

—

:

JACOB W. RICHA
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the direction of office
holding, his preference for a quiet life after years of war making him
a contented as well as successful tiller of the soil. Mr. Richards is widely
known and is held in high esteem.
politics

W.
is

O.

that of

AMANN. Among
W.

O.

in

the old and reliable business houses of Sidney,
optician, who has been established in

Amann, jeweler and

and at his present location. No. 112 North Main avenue, for the
He was born at Sidney, O., February 17, 1855, and
a son of Ferdinand and Catherine (Wagner) Amann.
Ferdinand Amann was of French extraction. By trade he was a tailor
and in the forties established himself at Sidney and later went into the hotel
business, owning what is now the Wagner hotel, which he conducted during
and after the Civil war. He became prominent in county politics and served
out two terms as county treasurer, one of his sons, Benjamin B. Amann, succeeding him in the office. He married Catherine Wagner, a member of a very
widely known and substantial family of this section. Ferdinand Amann died
widow survived into advanced age, her death
at Sidney in 1874 but his
occurring in 1904.
W. O. Amann was reared at Sidney, where he has always lived with the
exception of two years, during which period his parents resided at Fort
Wayne, and he was educated in the public and parochial schools. He learned
the watchmaking trade with the late C. Schwerer and later purchased his
instructor's business and has conducted it ever since, in point of business being
the oldest man in this line in the city.
Mr. Amann married Miss Catherine Robertson, a daughter of Wallace
W. Robertson, of Sidney, the latter being a brickmason, who died at Sidney
in 1910.
Mr. and Mrs. Amann are members of the Catholic church. In
politics he is a democrat and for the past twelve years he has been chairman
of the democratic judicial district, which includes Shelby, Auglaize. Mercer
this line

past thirty-three years.
is

and Allen counties.
N. MIDDLETON, one of the representative men and substantial
general farmers of Green township, where he operates a tract of 100 acres,
forty of which is his own and sixty belongs to his father, was born October 12,
1873, on a f arni one an d one-fourth miles north of this one, the latter being
situated in Shelby county, O., seven and one-half miles southeast of Sidney.
He is a son of James G. and Margaret (Nutt) Middleton.
James G. Middleton was born in Hamilton county. O.. a son of John and
Lydia (Graham) Middleton, and a grandson of William anl Rachel Middle-

ELVA

ton.

John H. Middleton was born

in

Hamilton

count)-,

January

20.

[814,

a blacksmith and farmer. On December 5, 1838, he married Lydia Graham,
She was born in Lancaster
a daughter of James and Mary E. Graham.
county, Pa., August 14, 1818, and accompanied her parents to Hamilton
county, O., in 1823, and after marriage she and her husband lived in Hamilton
county until 1853, when they came to Shelby county and settled in Green
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township. They had the following children: Lucinda H., James G., Mary
Elizabeth, Lewis N., Alice B., and William.
When his parents
J., David,
came to Shelby county, James G. Aliddleton was eleven years old and he has
continued his residence on the old homestead farm, now living in comfortable
retirement, being aged seventy years. He married Margaret Nutt, who also
survives, and they have three children: H. C, who lives one mile south of his
brother's farm; John, who lives one and one-half miles north of this property; and Elva N.
After his school days were over, Elva N. Middleton followed farming on
the old home place, and then settled on his own farm about fifteen years ago,
and has devoted his attention to a general agricultural line. The excellent
improvements seen on the place he made at different times and the appearance
of comfort and thrift indicate Mr. Middleton's careful interest in his present
activities.
He married Miss Eva May Proctor, a daughter of George Proctor,
one of the old settlers of Green township, and they have four children
Don,
Catherine, Grace and Robert.
In politics Mr. Middleton has been a stanch
republican for many years.
Fraternally he is identified with both the subordinate and encampment branches of Odd Fellowship and the auxiliary order
of Rebeccas, and belongs also to the Modern Woodmen.
:

ATKINSON, who may

be termed the leading business man of
he owns and conducts the only general store in the place,
farm of eighty-five acres, which lies in Green township,
Shelby county, O. He was born in Green township, one mile east of this
village, February 28, 1864, and is a son of Ralph and Martha (Johnson)
Atkinson.
Ralph Atkinson and wife were born in Pennsylvania and after their marriage came to Shelby county and became farming people in Green township
and there spent the rest of their lives, both dying near the age of sixty-eight
They had eight children born to them: K. T., residing at Piqua
years.
Samuel, of Belief ontaine Mrs. Ella Zinks, of Darke county; Mrs. T. K.
Minnear, of Plattsville; Mrs. Mary L. Simes, of St. Mary's; Harvey, living
in Miami county; J. L. and Mrs. Hannah Rolfe, residing in Green township.
After his school days J. L. Atkinson worked on the home farm for some
years and then went to Champaign county for a time but was later returned to
Green township and operated his farm there until 1908, when he purchased
He carries a large stock of
his store at Plattsville from P. L. Frazier.
assorted merchandise, including hardware, and enjoys a large trade, his customers coming from quite distant points on account of the excellent quality
Mr. Atkinson is just the
of his goods and his honest methods of dealing.
kind of man a community needs to assist in its development, being energetic,
J.

L.

Plattsville, O., as

also

owns

a valuable

;

;

progressive and far-sighted.

Mr. Atkinson was married first to Miss Retta Woolley, who died in Green
Ralph and Mrs. Ona Hand. Mr. Atkinson's
township, leaving two children
second marriage was to Miss Lizzie Scoby and they have one daughter, Anna.
In politics Mr. Atkinson is a'democrat and he is serving in his first term as
:
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township trustee. He is identified with the lodge of Odd Fellows
ville, and he and family attend the Universal ist church.

JOHN W. HARP,

4*7
at Platts-

general fanner residing in section 33, Cynthian town-

where he owns eighty acres of valuable land, was born December 3,
1853, in Loramie township, Shelby county, and is a son of Albert and Cath-

ship,

erine (Galley)

Harp.

Albert Harp was born at Piqua, O., of Scotch and German parentage, and
was reared to manhood at Lockport, O. He married Catherine Galley, who
was born in Carroll county, Md., of German parents, and twelve children were
born to them, four of whom now live in Ashland county, one in Kansas, one
Mrs. Elizabeth McLelin North Dakota, and the following in Shelby county
Albert Harp was
lan, of Cynthian township; Jacob, of Sidney; and John W.
In his youth he
a plasterer by trade and was accounted a good workman.
served as a soldier in the Mexican war and during the Civil war served as
a member of the Fiftieth O. Vol. Inf., fortunately escaping all injury in both
wars and living to return to Loramie township, Shelby county, where he had
He died in Cynthian township on his sevpreviously established his home.
enty-first birthday, having outlived his wife for many years, she passing
away when aged fifty-four years. They attended the Dunkard church and
both were interred in the Dunkard cemetery in the eastern part of Cynthian
township.
John W. Harp attended the district schools and under his father learned
the plasterer's trade and worked more or less at that trade up to 1900, after
marriage residing for nine years in Paulding county and then settling on his
Seventeen years ago he purchased this
present farm in Cynthian township.
property from the Danferd heirs.
It had been partially cleared but all the
fencing was done by Mr. Harp and all the erecting of the present substantial
buildings.
The land is well situated, lying three-fourths mile south of the
Sidney and Hardin turnpike road.
Mr. Harp married Miss Lydia Roads, a daughter of John S. Roads, a
former resident of Loramie township, and ten children were born to them,
although but three are now living: Clara, who is the wife of Alfred Ward,
and they live in Michigan; Pearl May, who is the wife of A. A. Woods, of
Cynthian township and Edward, who assists his father on the home farm.
The mother of the above children died when aged fifty-four years, four
months and twelve days, and her burial was at Houston, O. She was a
woman of many virtues and was a consistent member of the Christian church
at Oran.
In his political sentiments Mr. Harp has been a republican since
early manhood and has frequently been called on by his party to accept local
responsibilities.
He served as township trustee for seven years and was also
school director for many years and for fourteen years has been treasurer of
the school fund of the Oran special school district.
:

;

WILLIAM
firm of

J.

H.

E. Wells

PERSINGER, who is a member of the prominent grain
& Co., operators of grain elevators in Shelby, Miami and
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Logan counties, O., has practically been in the grain business all his life. He
was born in Logan county, O., on his father's farm south of Quincy, in 1875,
and is a son of Henry D. Persinger.
The parents of Mr. Persinger moved to Quincy when he was about one
year old and thus the youth had both social and school advantages and became
a graduate of the Quincy high school. Soon afterward he entered the office
of J. E. Wells, a prominent grain merchant of Quincy, in the capacity of
bookkeeper, and continued until 1898, when he became a member of the firm.
His business enterprise and capacity have made him valuable in his present
connection and his own interests, with those of the firm, have continuously
expanded. He assisted in the organization of the Miami Valley Bank of
Quincy, of which he is a director, Mr. Wells being president of the bank.
Mr. Persinger was married at Quincy, O., to Miss Maud E. Neal, of
Champaign county, O., and they have resided at Sidney for the past seven
years.
The company has fine business headquarters in the Citizens Bank
building at Sidney.

CHARLES

BROERMAN,

who is one of Shelby county's most
F.
respected citizens, is a large landowner in Ohio, having 291 acres in his home
place in Cynthian township, and eighty-two acres in Wabash township, Darke
county, about seventy-five acres of his land being in timber and pastures.
He was born in Germany, January 29, 1864, and is a son of Frank and Elizabeth Broerman.
The parents of Mr. Broerman came from Germany to the United States
in 1867 and settled on land in Shelby county, O., located one mile west of
Fort Loramie. That place continued their home as long as they lived. They
were members of St. Michael's Catholic church.
Charles F. Broerman was three years old when his parents brought him
to Shelby county and he attended school in the Walkup special school district
in Cynthian township and afterward engaged in farm work and after his
marriage settled on his present place. He set about making improvements,
erected the comfortable residence and remodeled or repaired all the other

down tilings where necessary and built substantial fences. He
has carried on farming and stock raising with very satisfactory results and
is numbered with the prosperous agriculturists of this section.
Mr. Broerman married Miss Catherine Kuether, who was born in Auglaize
county, O., a daughter of Henry Kuether, and they have had seven children,
Emma, Clara, Frank, John, Robert, Leo and Adeline, the youngest
namely
dying at the age of one month. Mr. Broerman and family are members of
St. Peter and Paul Catholic church at Newport, O., and for the past four
years Mr. Broerman has been church warden. In politics he is a democrat
and at present is serving as treasurer of the board of education of the Short
special school district.
buildings, put

:

C. G.

ing to

GINN, who

operates his excellent farm of ninety-two acres accordagriculture and meets with very satisfactory returns,

modern methods of
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Green township, Shelby county, six miles southeast of Sidney, in
a very beautiful section of country. He was born in 1864, in Shelby county,
miles
north of Sidney, and is a son of George and Ella (Wells) Ginn.
three
O.,
George Ginn was born in Ireland and was brought to the United States
by his parents when two years old. They settled on the west line of Shelby
When twenty-one years old he
county, and there the son grew to manhood.
left home for the gold fields of California and for six years followed mining
in that state but when he determined to locate permanently he returned to
the East, settling first on land north of Sidney, O., where he remained until
For five years Mr. Ginn
1874, when he removed to White county. 111.
engaged in farming there but in 1879 came to Green township, Shelby county,
settling on the above mentioned farm and here the remainder of his life was
passed, his death occurring at the age of seventy-three years. He was a wellknown man, one widely informed, and had many friends in whatever section
he chose to make his home. He married Ella Wells, a daughter of James
Wells and she survives, being now in her seventy-fourth year. Five children
were born to George Ginn and wife: Wilbur A., who lives at Sanford, Fla.
C. G. Charles Earl and Grace E., both of whom live at Cincinnati and Sarah
Frances, who lives with her mother and brother on the old homestead.
C. G. Ginn attended the country schools and afterward enjoyed one term
He then returned home to assume charge of the home farm
at Lebanon, O.
and here has continued to carry on general farming and moderate stock raising to some extent.
In politics he is a Republican and for seven years has
served as assessor and as member of the school board. Since early manhood
he has been identified with the Odd Fellows and belongs to the lower branch
With his mother and sister he
at Plattsville and the encampment at Sidney.
attends the Methodist Episcopal church at Plattsville. Mr. Ginn is unmarried.
resides in

;

HEXRY

;

WEXDELX. who owns a very valuable farm containing 178
which lies in section n, McLean township, adjoining the town of Fort
Loramie. on the north side, is one of the substantial and representative citizens of this section of the county.
He was born February 26, 1855, in
Auglaize county, O., and is a son of Henry Wendeln, and a grandson of
William Wendeln.
Grandfather William Wendeln emigrated from Germany with his family
of five sons and three daughters and settled in Auglaize county, O., securing
160 acres of government land situated in Jackson township.
This was in
1833 and as yet no roads had been constructed in the township and it took
The
a long time to go to and from Piqua, the nearest provision point.
grandfather survived for five years after coming to America, his death occurring on the above farm and his burial being at Minster, in the Catholic church
cemetery, having been a lifelong member of that faith.
Henry Wendeln, son of William, was born in Oldenburg. Germany, and
accompanied his parents to the United States. He worked for several months
at Cincinnati, O., and then took charge of the farm in Jackson township and
was married to Elizabeth Duttmann. She also was a native of Germany and
acres,
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had been in America but three months when she married and ten children
were born to them, four of whom are yet living, Henry being the second
youngest of the family. The father, Henry Wendeln, continued to carry on
the farm until his death, at the age of fifty years and was survived by his
wife for ten years, she then being aged fifty-nine years. The grandmother
survived both her son and daughter-in-law, living to the age of eighty-nine
years and her last days were made comfortable by the kind attentions of her
grandson, Henry Wendeln.
About two years before his grandmother's death, Henry Wendeln came
into possession of the home farm and continued to live there for five years
following his marriage and then sold it to advantage and bought his present
farm, in 1882, it being but partly improved.
Mr. Wendeln remodeled the
residence and made other improvements, has cleared about forty acres and
still has twenty acres in valuable woodland.
He carries on a general farming
line, Fort Loramie giving him a ready market, and is one of the prosperous
agriculturists of this section.

In 1877 Mr. Wendeln was married to Miss Mary Anna Liening, who was
born at Minster, O., a daughter of Benjamin Liening. She died in May,
1890, and her burial was in St. Michael's cemetery, her age being thirty-five
years. She was the mother of five children, namely: Louis, who is a farmer
near Wheatfield, Ind., married Bertha Panchar; Katie, who lives at Cincinnati, O. Rosa, who is the wife of Benjamin Schulte, living at Maria Station;
Edward, who assists his father; and Joseph, who died at the age of nine
months. In 1892 Mr. Wendeln was married to his present, wife, Catherine
Bohman, who then lived at Annexburg. Ind., and they have seven children:
Carrie, Dena. Eleanor, Mary, Millie, John Henry and Andrew. Mr. Wendeln
has given his children all possible advantages and they have done well at
school. Since January, 1912, he has been a member of the board of education
;

of the Berlin special school district.
Catholic church at Fort Loramie.

The family belongs

to

St.

Michael's

WILLIAM F. MEIGHEN,, superintendent of the Shelby County Children's Home, was born in Shelby county, O., September 4, 1876, and is a son
of John F. and Johanna Bull) Meighen, and a grandson of Amos Meighen
and of Hiram Bull, the former an early settler of Warren county and the
latter of Shelby county.
John F. Meighen was born in Warren county, O., November 6, 1849, and
now resides on his farm of eighty acres situated six and one-half miles southHe married Johanna Bull and they have three children
east, of Sidney.
Minnie, wife of D. J. Simes; William F. and Edna May. Mr. Meighen is
one of the highly respected citizens of Orange township and the family is well
known in the neighborhood and is prominent in the Baptist church.
William F. Meighen obtained his education in the schools of Miami county
and until he accepted his present responsible position, devoted himself to
farming and stock raising, in the meanwhile becoming so well and favorably
known in the county's various welfare movements that his appointment as
(
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superintendent of the Children's Home in March, 1912, brought general satisfaction and public approval. He has been twice married and to his first union
one child was born that died when aged one year. His second marriage took
place in 1908, to a daughter of John S. and Victoria Stapleton, formerly
farmers in Champaign county but now living retired at Christianburg, O.
Mrs. Meighen has one brother, Ulysses. She has been interested in this line
of work almost all her life and possesses the temperament and personal attributes that admirably fit her for it. She has been connected with a number of
public institutions, including the State Pythian Home at Springfield, O., the
Masonic Home and the Children's Home of Miami county, O. Mr. and Mrs.
Meighen are members of the Baptist church. In politics he is a democrat.

HENRY FORTMAN,

clerk of the board of education of the Dirksen
McLean township, is a prosperous agriculturist and
farm of eighty acres situated in section 9, one mile west and
one mile north of Fort Loramie, O. He \\ as born in Germany September 8,
1865, and was six years old when his parents, Henry and Elizabeth Fortman,
came to America. Of their three children he is the only survivor.
Henry Fortman grew up on the home farm in McLean township and
attended school until he was thirteen years of age pretty regularly hut since
With his
that time has devoted himself to tilling the soil and growing stock.
father he cleared about sixty acres of this land and all but twenty acres of
woodland is well drained and tiled. His farm products are grain, hay and
potatoes largely, with cattle and hogs and an abundance of fruit.
Mr. Fortman was married first to Miss Agnes Berning, who was born in
McLean township and died here July 25, 1893, survived by one son, Bernard.
His second marriage was to Miss Mary Riethman, a native of McLean township and a daughter of Anton Riethman, and the following children have
Anton, Laurence, Louetta, Henry, Raymond, Alvena
been born to them:
and Hilda. Mr. Fortman and family are members of the Catholic church at
special school district,

resides

on

his

Minster, O.

In politics he has always been identified with the democratic

party.

SHELBY J. BRANDENBURG, who belongs to a family that has lived
Shelby county through several generations, ever esteemed and held in
respect, owns an excellent farm of fifty-five acres, situated in Franklin township.
He was born in Jackson township July 11, 1863, and is a son of Joel
and Hannah (Le Master) Brandenburg.
Both parents of Mr. Brandenburg were born also in Jackson township,
Shelby county and both are now deceased and their burial was in the Pearl
cemetery. The father was a member of the Reformed church and the mother
was a Methodist. They had three children: Linsley C, Amanda, wife of
Scott Ewing, and Shelby J.
After completing the public school course, Shelby J. Brandenburg remained
with his father on the home farm until he was twenty-seven years of age,
in
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after which, he rented land for himself in Salem township for four years,
later land in Franklin township for eight years, in Turtle Creek township for
three years and once more rented in Franklin township, but, after four more

years of renting, in 1909 purchased his present farm from J. M. Forsythe.
He has made all needed improvements on his property and carries on general
farming, raises sufficient stock for home use, and is numbered with the solid,
reliable agriculturists of this section.
In 1892 Mr. Brandenburg was married to Miss Mary E. West, who was

born also in Shelby county, a daughter of William and Levina (Conover)
West, the former of whom is deceased, but the mother of Mrs. Brandenburg
survives and resides at Sidney. Mr. and Mrs. West had children as. follows
John, Lester, Edward, Mattie, wife of George W. Zedeker, Charles, and
Mary E., the wife of Mr. Brandenburg, and they have three children: Cora,
who is a teacher in Turtle Creek township; Clyde and Lenita. The family
belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church. In his political views Mr. Brandenburg is a democrat.

CHARLES

M. DORSEY, who is a representative of one of the earliest
pioneer families of Shelby county, is a well-known citizen of Sidney where
he was engaged in newspaper work prior to July 1, 1898, since which date
he has been assistant postmaster. He was born on his father's farm in Green
township October 27, 1870, and is a son of Snowden Taylor and Anna
(Mathers) Dorsey.
Snowden Taylor Dorsey was born in 1825, in Green township, a son of
John Dorsey, who came from Maryland and settled in this section when it was
Snowden T. Dorsey was reared on the pioneer farm and
yet a wilderness.
attended the first school ever organized in Green township. He learned the
carpenter trade and also was a farmer. At the time of death, September 1 1
1894, he was the oldest man in Green township.
Charles M. Dorsey grew to manhood on the home farm and obtained his
education in the public schools, with two years at the Lebanon National Normal School and one term at Valparaiso, Ind., for three years afterward teaching school at Palestine.
He then came to Sidney and for some years was
connected with the old Sidney Gazette which later merged with the Sidney
Journal.
He has been an active citizen and to some degree interested in
politics.

Mr. Dorsey was first married to Miss Mamie Brelsford, who died September 14, 19 10, the mother of three children
Amelia Knox, Mary and Horace
Taylor, the second born dying at the age of seven months. Mr. Dorsey was
married (second) July 18, 1912, to Miss Stella Wilson, who was a successful
teacher and an admired lady in Sidney social circles. Mr. Dorsey was reared
in the Presbyterian church.
He is identified with a number of fraternal
organizations, including: the Odd Fellows, the Tribe of Ben Hur, and the
Knights of the Golden Eagle.
:
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MICHAEL LOY,

one of the representative citizens of Shelby
county, O., who resides on his valuable farm of seventy-four acres, which
is situated in section 18, Cyhthian township, two and one-half miles south
of Fort Loramie, has been more continuously connected with educational
matters in the Basinburg special school district, of which he is the
present clerk, than any other resident of the township for the past thirtyMr. Loy was born September i, 1853, in McLean township,
six years.
Shelby county, and is a son of George and Catherine Loy.
George Loy was born in Germany and was a young man when he
came to the United States and settled in McLean township, locating at
first among the early settlers west of Fort Loramie, whom he assisted
to clear their lands. Later he bought a tract of eighty acres located south
of Fort Loramie, in partnership with a Mr. Smith, the latter taking the
south one-half and Mr. Loy the north one-half and this land now belongs
to Michael Loy.
He lost his wife, Catherine Loy, when their only
child, Michael, was three years old, and his own death occurred seven
years

later.

Thus, when but ten years old, Michael Loy was made an orphan.
For three years afterward he lived with an uncle, when the latter's death
left him again without legal protectors, and he then became a member of
the family of a Mr. Wagler, a farmer in Cynthian township, with whom
he lived for one year and eight months. From there he went to the
home of an aunt and worked for her as a hired man, in the meanwhile
attending school as regularly as he was able, in what is now the Basinburg special school district, being obliged, at that time, to go back and
forth through the woods as there had been little clearing done in that
locality.
Mr. Loy's memory goes back to the building of the old United
Brethren church edifice, which is now in ruins, and he can easily recall
the introduction of many of the most useful farm implements and
machinery, now in constant use on his own land, the same never having
been even thought of when he was a boy. After his marriage, Mr. Loy
rented farm land until 1882, when he purchased the property on which
he has lived ever since and successfully carries on his different farm
industries, assisted more or less by several of his sons.
In 1879 Mr. Loy was married to Miss Hattie Groh, who was born in
Cynthian township, Shelby county, a daughter of Ludwig Groh and
wife.
They were natives of Germany who lived in Pennsylvania before
coming to Dayton, O., and Jater to Shelby county. The father of Mrs.
Loy died in Cynthian township and the mother in Auglaize county, O.
To Mr. and Mrs. Loy the following children were born: Harvey W.,
who is president of a university in Union county, Ky. Rosa, who is the
wife of Ross Hotchkiss and they live in Illinois Frances, who is a highly
appreciated teacher in the Basinburg special school district; Albert,
who resides east of Sidney, married Viola Mills; Frank, who teaches
school in Perry township, married Elsie Geer and is a student of theology;
George; Walter, who is a student at Ada, O. Elmer; and Emma and
;

;

;
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who

are in school. Mr. Loy is a republican in his political sentiments and has frequently been elected to township offices, serving at
times on the election board and as judge of election, and in 1876 was
first appointed a member of the special school board, on which he has
served ever since with the exception of six years. He and wife belong
to the United Brethren church, while the children are members of the
Methodist Episcopal church.

Nettie

REINHART

SIEGEL, who is one of the highly respected residents and
substantial citizens of Cynthian township, whose excellent farm of 260 acres
lies in section 15, may be called one of the pioneers here as very wild conwhen he first set step in Cynthian township. He was born
1, 1838, in Germany, and is a son of Jacob and Gertrude Siegel.
Jacob Siegel brought his family to the United States when his son was
sixteen years of age and they settled near Troy, Miami county, O., where they
lived for a few years and then came to Cynthian township, Shelby county.
The eighty-acre tract lay in the woods, four acres of which had been cleared
and here the family lived in a little log cabin. After the mother died, Reinhart bought the father's land and set up a domestic hearth of his own, marrying Caroline Circher, who survived until 1907. She was the beloved mother
of four sons and six daughters, namely: Clara, who is the wife of Benjamin
Pauwells, of Minster, O. and John, Jacob, Joseph, Josephine, Rachel, Elizabeth, Frances, Peter and Mary.
Mr. Siegel has carried on the usual farm industries and has added iracis
of land as he has deemed desirable, all of which he has cleared and has under
Among
cultivation with the exception of about forty acres in woodland.
the many substantial improvements on his place may be mentioned the comMr. Siegel is a democrat in his political opinions
fortable brick residence.
but has never desired to hold public office. With his children he belongs to
He has an excellent
St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie, O.
memory and can tell much that is interesting concerning early days in Cynditions prevailed

March

;

thian township.

JOHN

KEMP,

one of the substantial farmers of Perry township,
and owns a second farm containing ninetyPerry township, was born in Salem township, Shelby county,
January 29, 1855. He is a son of Henry and Eliza J. (Gray) Kemp.
After his school days, which were spent in the district schools of Salem
Possessing
township, John H. Kemp started out to take care of himself.
industry and good judgment, he easily' found employment as a farm hand
land, his
money
soon
enabled
buy
he was
to
and as he prudently saved his
first investment being the forty acres on which he resides, this purchase being
made in 1894. Here he has placed many improvements, including a commodious and comfortable residence and a substantial barn and other farm buildHis second farm he purchased at a sheriff's sale, in 1908. Mr. Kemp
ings.
no longer is an active farmer, having practically retired. The larger number

who

resides

five acres,

H.
on

both

his forty-acre tract

in
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of his brothers and sisters live in this county, he being the second born of his
parents' children.
The others were
Phoebe Jane, who married twice, first,
Frank Armstrong, and second, Jonathan Henman; Mary, who is deceased,
was the wife of John Stiles; Louvina, who married (first) William Winsor,
(second) William Beerline; and George C, Emmanuel E. and Samuel N.
On August 9, 1881, Mr. Kemp was married to Miss Anna DeWeese, a
daughter of J. D. and Lydia (Kiser) DeWeese, who were early settlers in
Shelby county. To Mr. and Mrs. DeWeese the following children were born
D. K. Benjamin and Thomas, both of whom are deceased; Anna; Samantha,
who is deceased, was the wife of Mack Van Demark; Therza, who is the
wife of A. N. Stephenson; Jethro M. Cora, who is the wife of Isaac Green;
and James. Mr. and Mrs. Kemp have an adopted son, Albert W., who was
born September 8, 1907, to whom every educational advantage will be given
and whose future is well assured if he develops, as now promises, into a youth
Mr. and Mrs. Kemp
of fine character and of more than ordinary intellect.
attend the Baptist church at Pemberton, O. Politically Mr. Kemp is a republican and for fourteen years he served as a trustee of Perry township.
For
six years he filled the responsible position of superintendent of the Children's
Home in Shelby county and during this time his wife was the matron, their
administration being marked by efficiency. Mr. Kemp belongs to the Knights
of Pythias and attends the lodge at De Graff, O.
:

;

;

BENJAMIN E. DILLON, whose excellent and well-cultivated farm
containing eighty acres, lies six and one-half miles southeast of Sidney, is a
well-known citizen of Orange township, in which he has spent the greater
part of his life. He was born one and one-quarter miles southeast of Sidney
and was brought to the present farm, a part of the old Hiram Bull homestead, when he was eighteen months old and with the exception of five years,
has lived here ever since. John Dillon, father of Benjamin E., was born in
Shelby county and still lives but the mother died when Benjamin E. was seven
years old. John Dillon formerly was a farmer but now engages in carpenter
work.

Benjamin E. Dillon obtained a common school education and afterward
learned the carpenter trade and during the five years he spent at Dayton, O.,
assisted in building cars and also did house building. He returned then to his
grandfather's old farm and lives in the house which his grandfather built so
years ago and owns the deed his grandfather secured, with the 'signature of James Madison, president of the United States, signed to this document. Mr. Dillon carries on the various farm industries which this climate
favors and is very comfortably situated.

many

At Dayton, O., on June 7, 1903, by Rev. Hale, Mr. Dillon was married to
Miss Delia Maude- Wickoff, who came from Adams county, and they have
Bernice and Omer D. In his political sentiments Mr. Dillon
two children
is a democrat and takes pleasure in his- party's political supremacy in 1912.
Fraternally he is identified with the Odd Fellows and the Masons.
:
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FRANK DANZIG,

one of the enterprising citizens and excellent farmers
township, Shelby county, O., who resides in section 9, where is
farm of 120 acres, has spent his life in this section
of the county, having been born on his present farm March 25, 1866. His
parents were William and Elizabeth Danzig. Frank Danzig received his educational training mainly in the Sherman special school district, which was
supplemented by one term in the Coldwater high school, and since then he
has carried on his agricultural industries on the home farm. After marriage,
when he came into full possession, he remodeled the farm residence which
his father had erected and built a new barn and other structures, putting
everything into good condition and ever since has kept up his repairs. In
addition to his home farm he owns forty acres situated in Cynthian township.
twenty of which he uses as a pasture land, while twenty acres of the other
farm is still in valuable timber. Mr. Danzig is a careful and well-informed
farmer and a good manager and hires helpers in carrying on his activities.
Mr. Danzig married Miss Caroline Brandewie, a daughter of Joseph
Brandewie, of Auglaize county, O., and four children have been born to them,
the youngest only surviving, a very engaging little daughter, Teckla Mary,
who has passed her second year. The eldest, Clara E., died at the age of
fourteen months Leo Joseph died when aged eighteen months and YVilhelmina also died at the age of eighteen months. Mr. and Mrs. Danzig are
members of St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie. Politically he
is a democrat as was his father before him.
of

McLean

situated his productive

;

;

SAMUEL PIPER, proprietor of Piper's Grocery and Bakery, a wellknown and popular business house of Sidney, has been identified with this
line for many years, it having been founded by his father fifty-two years ago.
Samuel Piper was born at Sidney, April 8, 1858, and is a son of Jacob and
Catherine Piper.
Jacob Piper and wife were born in Germany, both came when young to the
United States and were married in Ohio and both died at Sidney. They were
held in universal esteem for their many admirable qualities. Before starting
his grocery store, in i860, Jacob Piper operated a wagon shop at Sidney and
did a good business as at that time transportation was largely wagoning,
When wagon making no
there being neither canal nor railroad facilities.
longer was profitable he turned his attention to the handling of food stuffs and
carried on a grocery business for a number of years, the bakery feature not
being added until his sons became associated with him. He first admitted his
son, William Piper and a son-in-law, Fred Yenney, after which the firm
caption became Piper & Yenney, and this firm gave way to Piper Brothers,
when Samuel and Jacob Piper, brothers, purchased the business, which continued until Samuel Piper became sole proprietor in 1897. In 1893 the firm
of Piper Brothers erected the fine three-story brick block, with a frontage of
46 feet and a depth of 165 feet, on North Main avenue, facing the court
house, the first floor being given up to business purposes and the second and
third floors being divided into comfortable and attractive housekeeping flats.
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and bakery, he

in his store

looks after every detail himself and takes justifiable pride in the high standing his business house has maintained for so many years.
Mr. Piper married Miss Carrie Eisner, who was born on her father's
farm in Turtle Creek township, and they have three children
Harrison and
Morton, twins, who are with their father in his business; and Elsie, who is
well known in social circles. Mr. Piper and family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
He is one of the city's dependable men and frequently has been elected to public office, serving in the city council, as cemetery
trustee, as water works trustee and on the school board.
He is identified with
the fraternal order of Odd Fellows.
:

S. T. BUIRLEY. whose fine, eighty-acre farm is situated five miles south
of Sidney, is one of the prominent citizens of Orange township, Shelby
county, 0., of which he is a trustee.
He was born August 25, 1862, in
Orange township, and is a son of Daniel and Mary (Venice) Buirley.
Daniel Buirley was born in Shelby county, O., where his father had been
a pioneer, probably coming from Germany. In the early subscription schools
Daniel Buirley obtained his knowledge of text books and afterward devoted
his life to farm pursuits, first in Orange and later in Clinton township, living
into his seventy-first year. He married Mary Venice, who was born in Champaign couny, O., and died in Orange township, when aged seventy years.
They had five children, namely: John A., who is a resident of Clinton township; Benjamin, who lives at Jackson Center; S. T., who attended school both
in Clinton and Orange townships; Delilah, who is deceased; and Elizabeth,
who is now deceased, was the wife of H. H. Wilson.
S. T. Buirley remained on the home farm in Clinton township until 1888,
when he came to Orange township to live, and in 1909 bought the old Fergus
place and started immediately to make the improvements which have converted it into one of the valuable and attractive properties of this section, his
residence being built according to ideas of comfort and convenience. General
farming is carried on here very successfully and good stock raised.
Mr. Buirley was married to Miss Mary Redinbo, who was born in Green
township, Shelby county, and they have one daughter, Dema D., who resides
with her parents. Politically a democrat, Mr. Burley takes a deep interest
in public issues and is somewhat of a leader in local opinion.
In 1910 he was
elected a member of the board of trustees of Orange township and Has proved
an able, honest and efficient public official. He belongs to the Odd Fellows
and attends lodge meetings at Sidney.

WOOLLEY

WILLIAM E.
for many years was one of the prosperous,
well-known and highly respected citizens of Perry township. He was born
in Champaign count/, O., June 7, 1844, and died on his farm in Perry township, Shelby county, July 30, 1899.
His parents were Charles and Barbara
(Speice) Woolley, farming people in Champaign county.
William E. was
their eldest child, the others being:
Anna, wife of David Dormire Ella,
;
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wife of William Nicehorner; Mattie, wife of William Neal; and Josephine,
wife of Dr. Hunt.
William E. Woolley attended school near his father's farm and no doubt
the sessions were held in a log structure, as was the usual custom when he
was a boy and perhaps his opportunities were very meager. Nevertheless he
became a well-informed man and during a busy and useful life performed all
the duties and accepted the responsibilities which come to one as a good citizen, a peaceable neighbor, a kind husband and indulgent father.
He learned
the wagon-making trade in early manhood and followed the same until he
became a farmer. On May 16, 1872, he was married to Miss Nancy Jane
Johnson. She was born in Perry township, a daughter of James and Lafey
(Newman) Johnson, both now deceased. The father of Mrs. Woolley was
a native of Shelby county, while her mother was born in Logan county.
Mrs. Woolley has one brother, Charles William Johnson.
To Mr. and Mrs. Woolley the following children were born Cora, who
is the wife of C. M. McCashin, of Perry township; Charles, who married
Mabel Ritter. she being now deceased Ora, who is the wife of John Lorton
Daisy Belle, who is deceased, was the wife of Chester Staley; James C, who
married Edna Ward; Frank; Harry; Grace, who is the wife of Wallace
Lockard and William. Mrs. Woolley and children attend the Methodist
Episcopal church. She continues to reside on the valuable home farm of 108
acres, which is her property.
:

;

;

WHEATON,

who operates one of the fine farms of Orange town160 acres of well-improved land, is one of the enterprising
young agriculturists of this section. He was born on his father's farm
located on the Urbana turnpike road, in Miami county, O., in March, 1889,
and is a son of Thomas and Ida (Garbry) Wheaton.
Thomas Wheaton was bom in Champaign county, O., and moved into
Miami county after marriage and there followed farming until 1892, when
he came to Shelby county and settled on the farm which his son now manages,
and operated it until the fall of 1910, when he retired to Sidney, where he
resides in great comfort, he and his wife being leading members of the Baptist church there.
He married Ida Garbry and three children were born to
them: Ora T., who lives at Dayton, married Neva Loy; Lucy, who is the
wife of James Wiley, and they have one son, Darwin; and A. G.
After completing the common school course, A. G. Wheaton began to
relieve his father of many of the farm responsibilities and when the latter
retired and moved to Sidney, took entire charge.
He had little improving to
do as the homestead had received excellent attention from his father. Mr.
obtainable
farm
machinery
and takes a very
makes
use
of
the
best
Wheaton
intelligent interest in his farm industries, raising the usual farm products and
some excellent stock. In politics, like his father, he is a democrat, but is no
seeker for public office, contented to have others make the laws, provided they
A. G.

ship, containing

are just ones.
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Mr. Wheaton married Miss Iona Redinbo. They attend the Baptist church
Spring Creek, are well known all over the township and have a pleasant

social circle.

W. WILEY, who is successfully engaged in farming and stock
raising on his farm of eighty acres, which is situated in Orange township,
Shelby county, O., is one of the enterprising and intelligent young agriculturists of this section, active alike in business and in public matters.
He was

JAMES

born on his present farm September 7, 1880, and is a son of George W. and
Lydia A. (Geer) Wiley.
George W. Wiley was born in Miami county, O., and was a young man
when he came to Shelby county, after which he engaged in farming in Orange
township during the rest of his active life, subsequently retiring to Sidney,
where he still lives. He yet owns eighty acres of land here and made all the
improvements and put up all the buildings on the whole estate. He married
Lydia A. Geer, who was also born in Ohio and they had six children born to
them, five of whom yet survive.
James W. Wiley obtained a good common school education and then
turned his attention to an agricultural life and has been engaged ever since in
farming and stock raising, not only operating his own farm but also a sixtyacre farm belonging to his uncle.
Mr. Wiley is prominent in local politics,
being one of the leading democrats of the township and at present is serving
in the office of township clerk.
Mr. Wiley married Miss Lucy Wheaton, born in Miami county, O., a
daughter of Thomas and Ida (Garbry) Wheaton. who live retired at Sidney.
Mr. and Mrs. Wiley have one son, Darwin W. They are members of the
Presbyterian church at Sidney and Mr. Wiley is identified fraternally with
the Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias.

JOHN

B. BORCHERS, one of Shelby county's substantial and respected
who has spent the larger part of a useful and busy life in Ohio, was
Hanover, Germany, August 7, 1832, and is the oldest of the three
sons and two daughters born to his parents, John H. and Catherine Borchers.
The parents of Mr. Borchers emigrated from Germany with their children
in 1848 and after reaching the United States settled near Minster, in Auglaize
county, O., where they lived for eighteen years. The father died there when
aged sixty-three years and his burial was in the Minster cemetery. After
his death the mother and children came to Shelby county and settled on the
farm in McLean township on which John B. Borchers still resides and here
the mother passed away in her eighty-sixth year.
Both she and her husband
were faithful Catholics and she was a member of St. Michael's church.
John B. Borchers was sixteen years of age when he accompanied his
parents and brothers and sisters to the United States and is the only survivor
of the family. The country was but sparsely settled when the family came to
McLean township, and the farm of 160 acres on which they settled was about
one-half cleared.
Mr. Borchers continued to add other tracts as an advancitizens,

born

in
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tageous opportunity offered and continued until at present he has 560 acres,
230 of which lie in Cynthian township. His land is separated into three
farms, his sons having a partial interest in the same and each farm has a set
of substantial buildings. All the land is utilized for general farming except
about sixty acres, which is still in woodland.
In Auglaize county, O., Mr. Borchers was married to Miss Catherine
Timmerman, a daughter of John H. Timmerman, who died in that county
when his daughter was a babe. To Mr. and Mrs. Borchers the following
children were born: Catherine, who is the wife of Barney Ernst, of McLean
township; Elizabeth, who is the wife of Barney Krampe; Mary, who is the
wife of Henry Ernst; Henry, who married Frances Hilgefort; Bernard, who
married Eleanor Shank; Clement, who died when aged three years; John,
who married Ann Schlater; William, who married Lena Seitters; and Frank,
who married Emma Boerger. Mr. Borchers has the satisfaction of knowing
all his children are well settled in life and takes much interest in his
grandchildren. He has been a democrat ever since reaching manhood but has
never been anxious to serve in public office, consenting at one time, however,
to accept a place on the board of education in his special school district.
He
and family are members of St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie.

that

SAMUEL HIGGINS, one of the well-known citizens of Shelby county,
now living retired on his valuable farm of 130 acres, which is situated six
and one-half miles southwest of Sidney, in Orange township, is also entitled
to respect and esteem as a surviving veteran of the great Civil war. He was
born January 18, 1841, on a farm in Shelby county, one mile south of his
present home, and is a son of Francis and Mary (Doak) Higgins.
Francis Higgins was born in Hamilton county, O., and came to Shelby
county in 1833, locating on the farm on which his son was born, from which
he removed to the second farm when Samuel Higgins was one year old. Here
he died at the age of sixty-seven years. He married Alary Doak, who came
They
to Shelby county in 181 5 and lived beyond her eighty-first birthday.
had five children: John V., Elizabeth, Ella, Samuel and Mary C, the. two
survivors being Elizabeth and Samuel.
Samuel Higgins attended the district schools in Orange township, during
the winter seasons, until he was about nineteen years of age, giving his father
help on the farm in the summer time. In 1862 as a patriotic young man, he
enlisted for service in the Civil war then in progress, entering Company B,
Fiftieth Ohio Vol. Inf., under the command of Captain Gellespie, and continued all through the war, receiving an honorable discharge, and never was
seriously injured although he participated at Perryville, Knoxville. through
the Atlanta campaign including the taking of the city, Franklin and Nashville,

being ever at the post of duty. When the war was over he returned to peaceful life and took up farming on his present property, on which he has lived
ever since. He practically made the place over, putting up all the buildings
now standing and adding all the other improvements. Since his retirement
from active farm work, the industries are carried on by his son.
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Mr. Higgins was married to Miss Martha E. Bryan, whose father, James
Bryan, died in Sidney when she was only one year old, leaving a widow, formerly Wilma Crumbaugh, and two little daughters
Sarah E. and Martha E.
To. Mr. and Mrs. Higgins eleven children were born and nine of these surMr. Higgins and sons are republicans and he belongs to Neil post,
vive.
G. A. R., at Sidney. With his family he attends the United Brethren church
at Kirkwood.
:

MOSES

R. RUSSELL, who owns eighty-three acres of excellent
land in Clinton township, and, in association with his two sisters, eighty
acres in Turtle Creek township and 130 acres in Franklin township, is
well known all over Shelby county, in which his life has been passed and
belongs to a pioneer family that settled here in 1834. He was born in
Turtle Creek township June 18, 1852, and is a son of Moses and Mary A.
(Laughlin) Russell, and a grandson of Moses and Jane Russell.
Moses Russell, the grandfather, a soldier of the War of 1812, was
born in Augusta county, Va., July 29, 1775. He was a carpenter and
cabinetmaker prior to becoming a farmer. He married Jane Ross, who
was born in February, 1779, in Virginia, and they remained in their
native state until the fall of 181 1, when they came to Ohio and located
in Greene county and lived there for twenty-three years.
In March,
1834, they came to Shelby county and settled on land later owned and
occupied by their son, Moses Russell, and there passed the rest of their
life, Moses Russell, Sr., dying March 13, 1851, and his wife February 13,
1845. They reared a family of seven children: Jane, William, Joshua,
Elizabeth R., Moses, Margaret L. R., and Mary J.
Moses Russell, son of Moses and father of Moses R. Russell, was born
in Greene county, O., May 25, 1812, where he passed his younger days
and in 1834 accompanied his parents to Shelby county and they settled
in section 16, Turtle Creek township, where his life was spent, his death
He was a well-known and useful citizen and
occurring in 1889.
In 1843 he married Mary A.
served as township trustee for four years.
She was born in
Laughlin, a daughter of John and Jane Laughlin.
August
She
Jefferson county, O.,
25, 1819, and died March 17, 1897.
accompanied her parents to Shelby county in 1839, they settling in
Turtle Creek township. Both she and husband were members of the
First Presbyterian church at Sidney and when they passed away their
They reared
burial was in beautiful Graceland cemetery in that city.
six children:

John

F.,

Margaret

J.,

Martha

E.,

Moses

R.,

Elizabeth A.

and Mary B.

Moses R. Russell obtained his education in the district schools of
He has been
Turtle Creek township and has always resided here.
engaged in agricultural pursuits all his life and is numbered with the
section.
In
his political
of
this
stock
raisers
successful farmers and
views he is a republican in national affairs but in local matters he uses his
own good judgment when it comes to placing power in the hands of
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He

has never been an office seeker although he served one
term as township trustee and takes an interest in all that concerns the
public welfare of his county. He is a member of the First Presbyterian
church at Sidney, O.
candidates.

D. FINLEY MILLS, junior member of the well-known law firm of
Barnes & Mills, at Sidney, and serving in his second term as city solicitor,
was born April 25, 1879, at the village of Newport, in Cynthian township,
Shelby county, O., and is a son of N. W. and Mary Elizabeth (Spraley) Mills.
D. Finley Mills lost his mother when a child and his father when he was
only nine years old and then went to live with an uncle, Marcus Mills, who
was a farmer in Cynthian township. After securing a public school education
he began to provide for himself by teaching school and taught for four years,
then spent one summer in the study of law in the office of Mr. Barnes, his
present partner, after which he entered the Ohio Northern University at Ada,
and in 1905 was graduated after completing the scientific course, and completed the law course in 1906, in December of the same year being admitted
to the Ohio bar, resuming teaching and being so engaged in Logan county
from January until May, 1907, when he came to Sidney. Here he entered
first into partnership with the late Judge E. L. Hoskins, whose death occurred
in 1909, in which year he became associated with his present partner under
Mr. Mills has been somewhat active in
the firm style of Barnes & Mills.
politics and on the democratic ticket was elected city solicitor, in the fall of
1909, and was reelected in the fall of 191 1. A general law practice is carried
on by the firm and they are local attorneys for the Western Ohio Electric
Railway Company, and Mr. Mills is attorney for the Shelby County Building
and Loan Association. He belongs to the junior order of American Mechanics, to the Masons, and to the Odd Fellows, and in the last named organization
is past grand master of the subordinate branch
Both in his profession and
as a citizen, Mr. Mills occupies a leading position in Shelby county.

WILLIAM

busiJ. BORCHERS, a general merchant and representative
of Fort Loramie, O., was born in McLean township, Shelby county,
He was
O., October 28, 1884, a son of Bernard and Catherine Borchers.
reared and attended school in the same locality and at the age of twenty-two
years left the farm to attend business college at Sidney, O. After taking a
course in bookkeeping, he purchased the grocery business of E. J. Evans, on
Pomeroy avenue, Sidney, which he conducted for two years. He then sold
out and moved to the Wagner block, becoming proprietor of the Arcade GroOn June 30, 1910, Mr. Borchers sold that place and moved to Fort
cery.
Loramie, O., where he established his present business, in which he has been
His property, which he purchased, is located on the west
quite successful.
side of the canal, adjoining the bank.
He has greatly improved the building
and carries a first-class stock of goods. Besides attending to his personal business, Mr. Borchers is ticket and freight agent for the Western Ohio Railroad
and is also agent for the Wells Fargo Express Company. Politically a stanch

ness

man
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democrat, he has the confidence of his fellow citizens, and was elected January
He is also an active and useful
i, 1912, as a member of the town council.
member of the Commercial Club and belongs to the volunteer fire department.
Mr. Borchers was married November 11, 1908, to Miss Lena Seiter, a
daughter of Joseph Seiter, of Sidney, O. They have one son, Joseph, who
was born June n, 1912. Mr. and Mrs. Borchers are members of St. Michael's
Catholic church, and he is identified with the Knights of Columbus and the
Knights of St. John.

HENRY

W. EHRHARDT, florist and gardener, located at No. 756
Spruce street, Sidney O., is a representative business man of this city and
one of long experience in his particular line. He was born at Cincinnati, O.,
May 19, 1850, and is a son of Adam and Margaret (Vogel) Ehrhardt.
Adam Ehrhardt was born in Bavaria, Germany, and in his own land
learned to be a gardener. At the age of twenty-two years he came to the
United States and was naturalized, in 1845 casting his first vote as a citizen
He married Margaret Vogel, who was reared
in the city of Cincinnati, O.
in Cincinnati from the age of two months, a daughter of Fred Vogel, who
Adam Ehrhardt
once conducted a tailoring establishment in that city.
engaged in the gardening and florist business and so prospered that he was
able to acquire property, purchasing land at Clifton, now a suburb of CincinThe
nati, where he continued in the same business until his death in 1870.
family owned that property for thirty-seven years and when they disposed of
it, it had increased many times over in value and the price paid was over
$70,000.

Henry W. Ehrhardt was reared and attended school in his native city and
was trained in his father's business and continued to carry on the same at
Clifton for some years after his father died. In 1888 he came to Sidney and
here has seven acres of land and six fine greenhouses. Mr. Ehrhardt is not
only a successful business man but is also an active and useful citizen and at
times has served in the city council.
Mr. Ehrhardt married Miss Emma Hambrock, a daughter of John and
Mary (Martin) Hambrock, of Cincinnati. John Hambrock served three
and one-half years as a soldier in the Civil war and died shortly afterward.
The mother of Mrs. Ehrhardt resides with her daughter. Six children have
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Ehrhardt, namely: Theodore, who died May 28,
1910, is survived by a widow and four children; George, who is his father's
assistant; Lydia, who is the wife of Edward Gretzinger; Rebecca, who is
the wife of William Ralston; Emma, who is a student at Dayton, O. and
Esther, who is a school girl at Sidney.
Mr. Ehrhardt and family belong to
St. Paul's Evangelical church.
In politics he is a republican and he maintains fraternal relations with the Odd Fellows.
;

FRANK

J. RATERMAN. M. D., who is engaged in the practice of
medicine and surgery at Fort Loramie, Q-, where he has built up a large and
was born in McLean township, Shelby county, O., Janu-

substantial practice,
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ary 19, 1879, and is a son of Henry and Sophia (Weheringer) Raterman.
This is an old family in this part of Ohio being among the pioneer settlers
Mrs. Sophia Raterman was born in Germany.
at Fort Loramie.
In the public schools of McLean township, Frank J. Raterman received
his early educational training and afterward he attended the Normal School
at Lebanon, O., and Valparaiso, Ind., and then taught school for three years
and subsequently was graduated from the Ohio Medical College, at Columbus,
Dr. Raterman came then to Fort Loramie as
O., with the class of 1907.
successor of Dr. Lester Pepper, a former well known physician, and has
made this pleasant town his permanent home, making investments in property and interesting himself as a fair-minded citizen in public matters but
He devotes himself to his profession and is a
declining all political office.
valued member of the medical organizations of both county and state.
Dr. Raterman was united in marriage with Miss Anna Barhorst, who is
a daughter of Henry and Wilhelmina Barhorst, old residents of McLean
Dr. and Mrs. Raterman are members of St. Michael's Catholic
township.
church and he is identified with the Knights of Columbus. He follows his
father's example in politics, always casting his vote for candidates of the

democratic party.

CARPENTER,

known

citizen of Orange township, whose
situated six miles south of Sidney, O.,
has spent the greater part of his life in this county, but his birth took place
in Miami county, O., in December, 1862, a son of J. C. and Rebecca (Darling-

F.

M.

excellent

a well

farm of eighty-two acres

is

ton) Carpenter.
J.

C. Carpenter

was born

in

Pennsylvania and when he came

first

to

Ohio

settled at Dayton, in Montgomery county, removing from there to Miami
county, and afterward settled on a farm west of Lockington, and from there
went to Springfield, Mo., dying on his farm there when aged seventy-five
He married Rebecca Darlington, who survives with nine of their
years.

twelve children.
F. M. Carpenter obtained his education in the public schools of Shelby
county, afterward engaged in farming on the home place in Missouri, for
eight years, and then returned to Shelby county and purchased his present farm
He has erected all the farm buildings
in Orange township from John Young.
on the place and made many desirable improvements. In addition to carrying on general farming, he devotes attention to raising Percheron horses,
having registered mares and a valuable stable, his fine Percheron stallions
Clay Center, Isba and Jaures, being among the most valuable animals in the
county.

Mr. Carpenter was married to Miss Dora Valentine, a daughter of Samand they have four children Irene, Earl, Caldwell and Howard. Politically Mr. Carpenter is a republican and is now serving in the office
He is identified with the Odd Fellows, at Kirkwood
of township trustee.
and he and wife attend the Methodist Episcopal church at Lockington.
uel Valentine,

:

;
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,

SHOWERS,

who, since the spring of 1903, has been the
efficient superintendent of the Shelby County Infirmary, is a well known
He was born October
citizen of the county and belongs to an old family.
26, 1857, in Champaign county, O., and is a son of Andrew and Mary (Slife)
Showers. He had better educational opportunities than many, after completing the

C.

common

school course attending the

Urbana University

for six

years, and, with a view of adopting a profession, read both medicine and
law for some months. He then decided that an agricultural life would best
satisfy him and continued with his father on the home farm until he was
twenty-eight years of age. Mr. Showers then came to Shelby county, where
he rented land for a few years and for six years was an employe of the Sidney Wheel Works, at the end of that time entering upon his present duties.
He is well qualified for this position and in him the tax payers have a man
of good judgment and personal integrity, one who does justice to his charges

while administering the affairs economically for the county.
On July 1, 1884, Mr. Showers was married to Miss Elizabeth Chappie,
Mr. and Mrs.
a daughter of William and Elizabeth (White) Chappie.
Showers are members of the Baptist church. In politics he is a democrat and
fraternally is connected with the K. O. T. M. at Sidney.

THOMAS DUNCAN,

one of Shelby county's well known citizens, now
owns a valuable farm of sixty-four acres, which lies in Orange
township, six miles southwest of Sidney. He was born in 1832, in Fairfield
county, O., and is a son of James and Matilda (Wise) Duncan. The father
of Mr. Duncan was born in Pennsylvania, there grew to manhood on a farm
and farming was his business through life. He marriel Matilda Wise and they
had nine children. From Fairfield county, O., James Duncan and family
came to Shelby county in 1834 and his death occurred in Orange township,
living retired,

at the age of forty-seven years.

Thomas Duncan attended the district schools in boyhood, mainly during
the winter seasons, devoting the summers to helping on the farm. Afterward
he worked as a farmer in different sections prior to settling permanently in
Orange township, where he carried on farming and stock raising until he
retired from active labor.
Mr. Duncan married Miss Sarah Jane Doak, who died January 27, 191 2,
She was an estimable woman in
after a happy married life of sixty years.
every relation in life and was beloved by a wide circle. To Mr. and Mrs.
Duncan the following children were born: Mrs. Mary Alice Randolph, Mrs.
Clarinda Higgins, Sarah Jane, Samuel J., James and Mrs. Viola Randolph.
Mr. Duncan has always been in sympathy with the principles of the democratic party.

He

CHARLES

is

a

member

of the Presbyterian church at Piqua, O.

E. GIVEN, secretary and treasurer of The R. Given & Sons
Company, tanners and manufacturers of saddlery goods, one of the large and
prosperous business enterprises of Sidney, O., was born at Sidney, September 6, 1857, and is a son of Robert and Catherine Given.
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Robert Given came from Pennsylvania to Shelby county about 185 1 and
as he was a tanner by trade became interested at once in the leather manufacturing business at Sidney. For a number of years he worked in the tannery
that later became his property, then became foreman and superintendent, and

1869 entered into partnership with S. Alexander Leckey under the firm
Co., which operated as tanners until the death of Mr.
Leckey in 1881. Mr. Given then admitted his son, Charles E., to partnership
and continued his own association with the business until 1884, when John
F. Given, another son, entered into the partnership and the firm style was R.
Given & Sons until 1890, when Joseph C. Royon was admitted. The three
partners continued together until 1902 when the business had so expanded that
incorporation became desirable and a board of officers was elected, Mr. Royon
becoming president; Charles E. Given, secretary and treasurer; and J. F.
About 1885 they opened their
Given, vice-president and general manager.
saddlery branch, first putting out flynets and later manufacturing collars and
other properties. Having been more or less connected with this business all
his life, Mr. Given understands it in every detail and his name and that of the
firm stand high in the hide and leather trade all over the country.
Mr. Given married Miss Catherine Yenney, a daughter of George F. Yenney, who formerly was in the pork packing business at Sidney but now lives
retired.
Mr. and Mrs. Given are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
in

name of R. Given &

ERNEST L1NTNGER,

one of Sidney's well known business men. being
of the firm of Fretz & Lininger, funeral directors and
furniture dealers, is experienced in this line and has been established since
1910 at Sidney. He was born on a farm in Marion township, Pickaway

the junior

member

county, O., November 18, 1882, and is a son of Michael and Adeline Lininger,
who are highly respected retired residents of New Holland, O.

Ernest Lininger was reared in his native section and attended the Marion
township schools. He assisted his father on the home farm prior to entering
into the undertaking business, for which he prepared by attending Clarke's
School of Embalming, at Cincinnati, where he was graduated.
He then
entered the undertaking and furniture business at New Holland, and remained
there until August, 1910, when he came to Sidney and bought a one-half
interest in the undertaking business of W. E. Fretz and shortly after the partnership was formed the firm added the furniture department which has been
gradually expanded until they have one of the largest furniture displays in
Shelby county. They are well equipped as undertakers and funeral directors

and

their services are called for from different parts of the county.
Mr. Lininger married Miss Florence West, also of Pickaway county, and
they have two children Kenneth and Virginia Alice. Mr. Lininger is a quiet,
law abiding citizen, not given to much display of his sentiments but has won
:

the respect of

all

with

whom

he has had business relations.

the fraternal order of Knights of Pythias.

He

belongs to
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ADOLPH

F. SHERMAN, clerk of the board of education of the SherSpecial School District and so well qualified for that position that he has
been retained in office for twelve continuous years, was born on the farm he
owns and occupies, 240 acres, situated in section 9, McLean township, Shelby
county, O., February 12, 1855, and is a son of Henry B. and Catherine

man

Shennan.
Henry B. Sherman was born in Germany and when nineteen years of age
came to the United States with his parents in 1835, who settled in what is now
McLean township, all this cultivated and improved locality being at that time
The Shermans were progressive and intelligent men and the
a wilderness.
Sherman schoolhouse was built on Grandfather Sherman's farm, that property being owned at present by John Siegel. Henry B. Sherman was a somewhat unusual man for his day and opportunity, possessing great mental gifts
and these were made valuable to those with whom he lived and associated.
For twenty-two winters he taught school, attending to his farm industries in
the summers, and served in many local offices, being township clerk and a

many years, always giving his political support to
In his youth he frequently carried corn as far as Piqua
to have it ground.
He was an earnest Catholic and first attended church at
Minster and later was one of the founders of St. Michael's church, and on
account of his many activities this neighborhood was called the Sherman Settlement and when the turnpike road was completed his name was given it to
honor his memory and to reflect credit on his sons. His long and useful life
was extended to eighty-six years. He married a young woman who was also
a native of Germany and she accompanied her parents to Shelby county when
sixteen years of age and lived here into her eighty-first year. To them were
born three children: John J., Louis and Adolph F.
Adolph F. Sherman attended the Sherman school and grew up on his
In addition to the old
father's farm and this has always been his home.
homestead as noted above, Mr. Sherman owns a second farm, containing
eighty acres, situated in section 11, McLean township and the substantial
buildings now standing were erected by him.
Mr. Shennan cleared some
twenty acres of his land and still retains forty acres in timber growth that is
justice of the peace for

the democratic party.

valuable.

In 1879 Mr. Sherman was united in marriage with Miss Agnes Brandewie,
a daughter of Joseph Brandewie.
She was born in 1862 and died in 1891
and her burial was in St. Michael's cemetery. She was an estimable woman
in every relation of life and was the devoted mother of the following children Henry, Herman, Clara, Lucy, Caroline and two babes, deceased.
In politics Mr. Sherman has always been a zealous democrat and as a
citizen he has so met the approval of his fellow citizens that they have honored
him time and again by electing him to responsible township offices. In 1899
he was first elected clerk of the Sherman Special School District and has been
continued in the office ever since. For nine years he served as township
assessor, for two terms as land appraiser, and for six years acceptably filled
:

the office of justice of the peace.
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HARRY

DICKENSHEETS, who

conducts a first class grocery at No.
116 South Main avenue, Sidney, is numbered with the representative busimen of this city, and was born at Sidney, O., January 21, 1868, a son of
Jesse L. and Melissa (Williams) Dickensheets, and a grandson of David Dickensheets, who was a pioneer settler of Shelby county. Jesse L. Dickensheets
was born after his parents came to Shelby county and spent his entire life
here, dying when his son was but eighteen months old.
After the death of
her husband. Mrs. Dickensheets removed to Plattsville, Shelby county, where
subsequently she was married to David Sibert, after which they settled on his
farm in Orange township.
On his step-father's farm Harry N. Dickensheets grew to manhood, attending the country schools and assisting with the farm industries, and then went
to Piqua where he learned painting and paper hanging and from there came
to Sidney. Here he became a contracting painter and continued until an attack
of typhoid fever interrupted work at his trade. On March 3, 1902, he embarked
in the grocery business at his present location, buying out S. D. Voress, and
has prospered in this undertaking.
Mr. Dickensheets was married to Miss Jenette Johnston, of Green township, and they have one son, Jesse Johnston, a youth of nineteen years.
Mr.
Dickensheets and family belong to the Methodist Episcopal church. He has
been identified with the Knights of Pythias for a long period, for ten years
being master of finance in the Sidney lodge, and belongs also to the Odd
Fellows, the Red Men, the Tribe of Ben Hur and the Knights of Khorassen.
He is by no means active in politics but belongs to that class known as the
quiet, effective, dependable citizens.

N.

ness

JOSEPH ALTENBACH,

contractor and builder at Sidney, O., the
and well known all over Shelby county,
was born October 31, 1839, a son of Joseph and Theresa (Foultz)
Altenbach, then residents of Auglaize county, 0., but natives of Germany.
Joseph Altenbach remained on the home farm until old enough to
learn the carpenter trade and afterward, for many years, was one of the
busiest men of Shelby county, coming to Sidney in 1866, and continuing
a leader in this line until within very recent years, when his responsibilities, in great measure, were taken over by his son, Frank J. AltenDuring these years of activity he erected many of the leading
bach.
business blocks, factory and public buildings, churches, school houses
and residences, and has a greater number to his credit than any one else
Upon many occasions he has not only contracted
in the same line.
for and erected buildings but has also drawn the plans, showing that
his talents might have been so developed that he could have also been
The following may be mentioned as examples of
a leading architect.
Mr. Altenbach's fine work: The Shelby County Children's Home, for
which he had the entire contract; Holy Angel Catholic church at Sidney; Thediecks Department Store building; Peoples Savings and Loan
Association building; Woodward building; Fred Salm's building; Wagoldest

man

in his line in this city

JOSEPH ALTENBACH
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Buckeye Churn

Company

buildings; Catholic church at Russia, Shelby county; Lutheran church at
Sidney; Catholic church and school house at Piqua and the Lutheran
church and school house attached, at Piqua. Many of the most elegant
residences of Sidney are the results of his skill and taste. Mr. Altenbach
was so closely interested and devoted to his work that he very unwillingly
accepted membership on the Board of Review, repeatedly declining to accept
other positions tendered him by both the republican and democratic parties,

being a member of the latter organization.
In January, 1863, Mr. Altenbach was married in Auglaize county to
Miss Susanna Linder, and eight children were born to them: Mary,
who belongs to that noble order, the Sisters of Charity Catherine, who
is the wife of Michael Smith; Frank J., who is a leading builder and
contractor at Sidney, practically succeeding his father; Edward, who
is the municipal architect of Toledo, O.
Louise, who is deceased, was the
wife of John Madigan; Roman; Harry; and Florence, who is the wife
of John Gattes.
Mr. Altenbach and family are members of the Roman
Catholic church and for thirty years he has belonged to the order of
Catholic Knights of America. He enjoys a comfortable home, his residence being located at No. 411 South Main street, Sidney.
;

;

ROTTINGHAUS,

one of the well known men of Shelby county,
J. W.
20, 1863, and reared on the farm of 160 acres, situated in section 5, McLean township, on which he has always lived, his. people having
been early settlers in this section. He is a son of J. B. and Elizabeth (Unter-

was born April

brink) Rottinghaus.

Rottinghaus was born and reared in Germany and was a young
he came to Putnam county, O., where he married Elizabeth Cnterbrink, also a native of Germany and a daughter of Henry Unterbrink.
After
marriage they came to McLean township, Shelby county and settled on the
land which was later chosen as the site of the reservoir, and when they moved
from there, J. B. Rottinghaus began the purchase of the present home farm.
buying it at different times. It was all covered with heavy timber and it
required years of hard work to clear and put the land under condition to
cultivate advantageously. Here he continued to live during the remainder of
his life, dying in his seventy-seventh year, his burial being in the cemetery
attached to St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie, of which he was a
member. Politically he was a democrat and was one of the leaders of his
party in McLean township, of which he was clerk for seven years and for
twenty-one years served in the office of justice of the peace. He was the
father of ten children, the four survivors being: Elizabeth, who is the wife
of Herman Klecker; Matilda, who is the wife of John B. Holcher; Ann, who
is the wife of Bernard Schlater
and J. W. Those deceased were: Mary, wife
of Joseph Sherman; Caroline, wife of Bernard Gerling; and Catherine, Henry,
J.

B.

man when

;

Carl and Frederick.
With his brothers and sisters,

J.

W.

Rottinghaus attended school

in the
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Sherman Special School District and afterward continued to assist his father
on the home farm and when the latter died assumed entire charge. He has
made many improvements here including the erecting of a substantial barn and
other buildings,, but the farm house, which was so stanchly built forty-five
When it was built it was
years ago, still continues the family residence.
considered a modern house, having many conveniences and comforts not
included in other structures in the neighborhood. Mr. Rottinghaus successfully
carries on farming and stock raising and is one of the substantial men of this
section.

Mr. Rottinghaus married Miss Mary Holthaus, a daughter of Bernard
Holthaus. She died at the age of thirty-three years and her burial was in
His second marriage was to Mrs. Clara (FleckenSt. Michael's cemetery.
stein) Sherman, widow of Joseph C. Sherman, and they have two children:
Alma and Leona. To her first marriage three children had been born Tracy,
Joseph and Velma. Mr. Rottinghaus and family are members of St. Michael's
Catholic church. In politics he has been a stanch democrat all his life although
he has never been willing to accept any political office.
:

BERNARD DANZIG,

who

and undertaking
township, Shelby county,
February 15, 1864, and is a son of William and Elizabeth (Goer) Danzig.
William Danzig was born in Germany and came to the United States in
youth. He carried on farming for many years in McLean township, and his
death occurred here at the age of seventy-three years. After coming to this
township he was married to Elizabeth Goer, who died when aged but twentyseven years. They were devout members of St. Michael's Catholic church
business at Fort Loramie,

and

their burial

was

is

engaged

was born

in

in the furniture

McLean

They had

in St. Michael's cemetery.

three sons and one

daughter.

Bernard Danzig attended school in boyhood and worked on the home farm
for fifteen years and then came to Fort Loramie to engage in the furniture
business, three months later adding undertaking and being in partnership with
J. L. Applegate, the firm style being Danzig & Applegate, which continued
for five years.
Mr. Applegate then retired and since then the firm name has
been Danzig & Ballenger. They do a large business and cover a distance
of fifteen miles south, one mile north and ten miles east and west. Mr. Danzig owns an unimproved farm of eighty acres which is situated in Texas,
which is capable of being developed into a valuable ranch.
Mr. Danzig married Miss Bernardine Brandewie, who was born in
Auglaize county, O., and they have two children William J. and Agnes Catherine, the former of whom is a student and after Christmas, 1912, will be the
embalmer and funeral director of the firm above mentioned. In politics Mr.
Danzig is a democrat. He and family are members of St. Michael's Catholic
church. He is a highly respected citizen and is known as an honorable business man all through this section.
:

AND REPRESENTATIVE
JONAS KAUFFMAN, who

is

now

CITIZENS

517

pleasantly situated at Sidney, O.,

occupying his comfortable residence at No. 605 South Ohio avenue, is a retired
farmer and still retains the ownership of his valuable farm of seventy-seven
acres lying in Clinton township, not far from the location of the Shelby
County Infirmary. He was born in Mifflin county, Pa., April 4, 1840, and is
Catherine Kauffman, both of whom died in
a son of Christian and
Pennsylvania.

Jonas Kauffman had district school advantages in boyhood and remained
on the home farm until 1865, starting out for himself at the age of twentyone years. For four years afterward he worked on the farms of agriculturists
in Juniata county, Pa., and from there went to Wayne county, O.
He worked
there for a short time as a farm hand and then enlisted for a period of six
months as a government employe, which he passed at Little Rock, Ark., and
from there came to Shelby county. For several years afterward Mr. Kauffman worked at different things, during the summers mainly on farms and in
the winter time finding teaming and other kinds of labor ready at hand for any
one willing to exercise self denial and muscle. After marriage he and wife
went to housekeeping at Sidney for a time, while he was employed in a brick
yard, but Mr. Kauffman preferred farm life and they soon went into the
country and there he acquired tracts of valuable land. For twenty-five years
he and wife lived on their farm of 156 acres, situated in Cynthian township,
west of Sidney, after which Mr. Kauffman traded that farm for his present
one of seventy-seven acres, receiving also $4,500 additional in cash. In 1901
Mr. and Mrs. Kauffman came to their present home at Sidney, where they
are well known and highly respected people.
In the spring of 1866 Mr. Kauffman was married to Miss Elizabeth King,
who was born in Berks county, Pa., a daughter of Michael King. She was
six years old when her parents settled in Clinton township, Shelby county,
where they had a farm of 142 acres, which Mr. Kauffman subsequently owned
and then sold to William Kingseed. Mr. and Mrs. Kauffman have two children Adam Francis, who is a farmer in Miami county, O. and Nora, who
lives with her parents.
The family belongs to the Christian church.
:

HUGH McDOWELL

;

BEEBE, M.D. For forty years the name of Beebe
has been associated with the medical profession in Shelby county, O., representing men of high scientific attainment and successful exponents of the
Homeopathic School of Medicine. The pleasant and thriving town of Sidney, the county seat and the home of business, culture and refinement, has
two physicians of the above name, father and son. Hugh McDowell Beebe
was born at Sidney, July 24, 1883, and his parents are Dr. Henry E. and
Ophelia (McDowell) Beebe.
Hugh McDowell Beebe was educated in the public schools of his native
place and after completing the high school course, entered the Ohio State
University and subsequently the medical department of the University of
Michigan, and was graduated from the latter institution in the class of 1907.
Shortly afterward he entered into practice at Sidney and has been associated
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with his father. He has won recognition, particularly as a surgeon, and is
held in high regard by his professional brethren and by the general public.
Dr. Beebe was married in 1909 to Miss Ruth Pearson, who was born at
Troy, Miami county, O., a daughter of Elmer E. Pearson, who formerly was
auditor of Miami county. Dr. and Mrs. Beebe have one son, Henry Pearson.
Dr. Beebe is identified with the Masonic fraternity and professionally is connected with a number of organizations including the Union Clinical Society,
the Ohio State Homeopathic Medical Society and the American Institute of

Homeopathy.

HOLSCHER, one of the well known men of McLean township,
farm of eighty-five acres, situated in section 11, lies on the south
side of the east and west road, three miles southwest of Fort Loramie, O,
was born in Cynthian township, Shelby county, March 19, 1849. His parents
were Joseph and Clara (Eilerman) Holscher.
Joseph Holscher was born in Germany and spent his earlier years in his
native land, being aged about twenty-one years when he came to Ohio, where
his first work was helping to dig the canal.
He married Clara Eilerman and
they settled on'a forty-acre tract of land which is the present site of the reservoir, which land they were obliged to vacate when plans were completed for
the building of that utility. Although Mr. Holscher received a certain amount
He
as damages it was not as large as might reasonably have been expected.
moved then to the northern part of Cynthian township, where he secured
eighty acres and afterward devoted his time until death to the improvement
His widow surof that land, his decease taking place in his sixtieth year.
vived about ten years and their burial was in the cemetery attached to St.
Michael's Catholic church. They had the following children Henry, who
resides on the old homestead; Mary, who is the wife of Henry Schalter, lives
at Fort Loramie; John B.
Joseph, who lives in Cynthian township; and a

JOHN

whose

B.

fine

:

;

babe that died.
John B. Holscher, with his
trict

ried

He

sister and brothers, attended the Sherman Disgrew up on the home farm as his father's helper and has caron farming and stock raising on his present place ever since his marriage.

school and

has fifteen acres in timber but has cleared all the rest of the land and
by careful cultivation, made it very productive. He has always been a
hard working man and of so reliable a character that frequently his fellowcitizens have elected him to township offices, and has served many years as
road supervisor and as a member of the board of education in the YValkup
still

has,

Special School District.

Mr. Holscher was married first to Miss Kate Gudenkauf, who became the
mother of one daughter and both are deceased. The second marriage of Mr.
Holscher was to Miss Matilda Rottinghaus, and the following children were
born to them Benjamin, Henry, William, Elizabeth, Matilda, Anton, Sophia
and Frances, twins, Ludwig, Adam and Emma, all of whom survive except
:

AND REPRESENTATIVE
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Mr. Holscher and family are members of St.
William and Elizabeth.
Michael's Catholic church. In his political views he has always been a
democrat.
B. EVANS, who is one of the substantial and well known men
of Franklin township, where he owns seventy acres of very valuable land,
Auglaize
county, O., February 15, i860, and is a son of John
was born in

ROBERT

and Mary (Throckmorton) Evans.
John Evans probably came of Welsh ancestry but was born in Berkeley
W. Va., as was his wife, and they married there and then came to
Ohio, where the rest of their lives were passed. They were upright people,
members of the Methodist Episcopal church. They had the following children: Thomas; Margaret, who married Andrew Close; Robert B. David;
Charles; Albertus; Mary Effie, who married John Murphey; and Silas.
Robert B. Evans had common .school advantages and afterward worked
with his father on the home place until he was twenty-one years of age and
then started out independently, working for three years by the month, for
In partnership with his brother he then rented land for one
S. D. Young.
year and afterward, for twenty years by himself, at the end of which time
he and brother together bought the home farm. Eighteen months later Robert
B. Evans sold his interest and in 1907 bought what is the old Thomas Shaw
farm in local conversation but it is a much better property since Mr. Evans
has become proprietor. Here he carries on general farming and does considerable business in buying and selling stock.
On April 30, 1886, Mr. Evans was married to Miss Jennie Stewart, who
was born in Shelby county, a daughter of James and Elizabeth (Elliott)
Stewart. The parents of Mrs. Evans were farming people who were well
known and highly respected. They had the following children William
Jennie; Emma and Anna, twins, the former of whom married Joseph Fogt,
and the latter, Alonzo Boyer; and Cora, who married Stanley Chiles.
Mr. and Mrs. Evans have children as follows: Earl L., Harry F., Clyde
H., Stanley, Floyd G. and Robert T. The family belongs to the Methodist
Episcopal church in which all are active, and Mr. Evans is a member of the
board of trustees and a class leader as well as Sunday school superintendent.
Politically a republican, Mr. Evans has frequently been urged for office by
his party and has served in school positions and as road supervisor.
county,

;

:

B. P. HIGGINS, who carries on general farming and stock raising in
acres of well cultivated land that has been in the
family since the time of his grandfather, who erected the residence that still
stands. He was born in 1875, near Kirkwood, O., and is a son of
J. V. and
Sarah Elizabeth (Dunn) Higgins.
J. V. Higgins- was born, reared and educated in Shelby county, and for
thirty-five years carried on farming north of Sidney and then came to the
place his son now occupies, and here the rest of his life was passed, his death
occurring at the age of seventy-five years. He married Sarah Elizabeth Dunn,

Orange township, owns

no
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who was born on

and resides here with
her son, B. P. Higgins, who. is the youngest of the family of six children, the
others being: Mrs. Susie Hartshorn, of Miami county; Charles, of Piqua;
Mrs. Minnie Hetzler, of Orange township; and W. H. and T. L.. both of this
township.
B. P. Higgins obtained his education in the Kirkwood schools and afterward went to the west, where he spent eighteen months. When he returned to
Shelby county he came to this farm, Grandfather Dunn's old place, and here
has followed his agricultural industries ever since. In 1904 he was married
to Miss Ida Baker, who is a daughter of Ephraim and Anzetta (Cain) Baker.
They were well known residents of Shelby county, where the father died in
Mr. and Mrs. Higgins have one son,
1908, when aged seventy-one years.
Kenneth. In his political views Mr. Higgins chooses to be independent and
ever
accepted
was
that
only
office
he
of constable. He belongs to the Odd
the
Fellows at Kirkwood, O.

EDWARD

this farm, seventy-eight years ago,

KAH,

one of the representative and old established busifor twenty-two years has been proprietor of Kah's
Jewelry Store, and who, for thirty-four years has been in the jewelry and
optical business, was born on his father's farm in Franklin township, Shelby
county, O., December 23, 1857, and is a son of George and. Dorothy
(Zimpher) Kah.
George Kah was born in Germany and both he and wife came to America
prior to marriage, with their parents, settling in Shelby county. After marriage they lived for some time on their farm in Franklin township and then
came to Sidney, where George Kah conducted a shoe store, being a practical
shoemaker. He died at Sidney, December 10, 1904, where his widow, now
aged eighty-two years, still resides.
Edward E. Kah attended school in this city and then gave his father
assistance in the shoe store until he was twenty-one years old, when he felt
at liberty to follow his own inclinations in regard to his choice of career.
Consequently he went to work for C. W. McKee, who, at that time, conducted
a jewelry store in the Wagner House block. He finally bought the business
from Mr. McKee but in order to get a more desirable location, had to buy a
book store, which he continued to conduct in conjunction with his other business until 191 1, when he closed out that feature but still continues to handle
wall paper and picture moldings.
He is considering the matter of erecting
a new building and moving into it in the near future, although he already
owns a fine block in which Young Brothers' clothing store is located. He is an
expert watchmaker and a graduated optician, having .completed his course
in the latter branch in a well known optical college at Chicago, in 1898.
Mr. Kah married Miss Carrie A. Bush, a daughter of George L. Bush,
of Sidney. They enjoy the comforts of a handsome residence on North Walnut avenue. Mr. Kah is a man of quiet tastes and is identified fraternally
with but one organization, the Knights of Pythias.
ness

men

E.

of Sidney,

who
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GEORGE EHRHARDT,

a, member of the board of trustees of Clinton
township, and a substantial business man of Sidney, was born at St. Louis,
Mo., November 6, 1879, and is a son of Henry W. and Emma (Hambrock) Ehrhardt, the former of whom is one of the leading gardeners and

florists in this section.

George Ehrhardt was two years old when his parents returned from St.
Louis to Cincinnati, O., their former home, where both had been reared. In
1888 the family came to Sidney and here George Ehrhardt was educated and
In the meanwhile his
then served an apprenticeship to the baker's trade.
father had taken his eldest son, the late Theodore Ehrhard, as his assistant in
the gardening and florist business which he had established, and the younger
son carried on a bakery for seven years at Sidney. When Theodore Ehrhardt
died in 1910, George Ehrhardt sold his business to Edward Staley and became
Seven acres of land are utilized for gardening
associated with his father.
purposes and six greenhouses supply plants and flowers to all this part of the
county.

Mr. Ehrhardt was married in 1902 to Miss Anna Adlon, of Springfield,
They have no children of their own but are parents to two of the four
children left by Theodore Ehrhardt, Vendora and Walter A., whom they
have adopted. Mr. Ehrhardt has always been identified with the republican
party and on the republican ticket he was elected in the fall of 191 1 to his
Fraternally he is
present office and Clinton township is profiting thereby.
connected with the Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias.
O.

PRUDEN,

one of the representative citizens and successful agriOrange township, whose well improved farm of eighty acres lies
three and one-half miles south of Sidney, O., was born on the old home
place, four miles south of Sidney, in 1870.
He is a son of James K. Pruden
and a grandson of Peter Pruden, who was bom in New Jersey and left there
in early manhood and went to Paris, Ky., where he engaged in shoemaking
until 1830, when he came to Shelby county, and settled on the farm now
owned by his grandson, C. K. Pruden. He married Christiana Amos, and
they spent the closing years of their lives in Orange township.
James K. Pruden was one of a family of eight children and was born in
Bourbon county, Ky., in 1826. After he reached manhood he engaged in
farming and stock raising, improving his property and building the stanch
residence in which one of his sons resides, some forty-five years ago.
He
lived to the age of seventy-four years, a man well known and universally
respected. He married Mary E. Cooper, who was born in Hamilton county,
O., but was a child when she came to Shelby county, and now is a beloved
member of the household of her son, J. Edward Pruden. They had five children: J. Edward; Mrs. Mary Fields, who is deceased; Mrs. Anna Beaman,
who lives on a part of the homestead; Alfred, who is deceased and Clark K.,
C. K.

culturists of

;

of the present review.
Clark K. Pruden has been engaged in farming and stock raising ever since
his school days, remaining on the home place until his marriage and then
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In 1893 he erected his comfortable residence and
has placed all other buildings and improvements here and was actively engaged
in his various industries until 19 10, when he retired to some extent, since
then renting out the larger part of his land and devoting the rest to growing
potatoes and some common stock for home use.
Mr. Pruden married Miss Josephine Voress, a daughter of Okey Voress,
and they have two children James Earl, who is a member of the graduating
class of 1913, in Miami University, having taken a chemical course; and
Alfred David, who is also a bright student, now in the Sidney schools, who
In politics Mr. Pruden
is making plans to enter the Ohio State University.
He
is a republican and has been quite active in local affairs for many years.
very
acceptably served out also an
served five years as township clerk and
He is identified with the Odd
unexpired term of the township treasurer.
Fellows, attending the meetings of the order at Kirkwood.

moving

to his present farm.

:

L. F. EVERLEY, whose fine farm of 114 acres, situated in Washington
township, may be reached by traveling ten miles southwest of Sidney, O.,
belongs to one of the old families of Shelby county, which was established by
his grandfather.
He was born in Loramie township, Shelby county, O., July
3, 1866, and is a son of Jacob and Sarah J. (Feint) Everley.
Jacob Everley was a well known resident of Washington township where
he was concerned in agricultural affairs and for many years followed the carpenter trade. He was a highly respected man, having been honest and upright
in all his dealings, and left many friends behind when he passed out of life,
April 25, 191 2, in his seventy-third year. He was a veteran of the Civil war
and served afterward in township offices. His widow survives and is a member of the household of her son, L. F., who is one of the four survivors of a
family of eight children.
L. F. Everley attended school at Lockington and afterward learned the
When prepared to
carpenter trade, which he followed for fifteen years.
embark in farming as his main business, Mr. Everley purchased his present
property, on which he erected new and substantial buildings and otherwise
improved the place until it is one of the most attractive properties in the township.
Mr. Everley and wife, who was formerly Miss Laura Booher, with
Mr. Everley's mother, enjoy the comforts of this beautiful home alone, as
they have no children. They are very hospitable, however, and have a wide
circle of friends.
They attend the United Brethren church at Lockington.
Mr. Everley is a republican in his political views.

JAMES ANDERSON

LAMB, formerly one of the foremost business
men of Sidney and at the time of death, December 9, 1898, president of
the Citizens National Bank, was closely identified with this section of
country for more than a haif century. He was born in Pennsylvania,
December

14, 1815, a son of Samuel and Jane (Anderson) Lamb.
During youth James A. Lamb worked on a farm, attended the suband until 1833 was a clerk in a store. In 1834 he came

scription schools

JAMES ANDERSON LAMB

AND REPRESENTATIVE
to

Ohio and with

a partner

went

into the
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first at

Mans-

and later at Lancaster. He was a man of great business perception
whole subsequent life showed the shrewd foresight that provides
for emergencies while it also ventures into unknown fields. In January,
he
embarked in the mercantile business with Colonel Zinn and in
1840,
the spring of 1842 came to Sidney, which was then a village but the
business field seemed promising, and the partners started here a factory
for the manufacture of pearlash, the product being conveyed overland to
Sandusky. Mr. Lamb continued with Colonel Zinn until 1868 and then
sold his interest and purchased a farm.
This land he sold two years
afterward in order to accept the presidency of the Citizens National
Bank, one that he held until his death. For eight years Mr. Lamb was
a member of the city council and introduced the ordinance providing for
waterworks and was largely instrumental in carrying this and other
public-spirited projects to a successful issue.
He had much to do with
the material growth of Sidney, building the warehouse later occupied
field

and

his

by Moore & Marshall, his own fine residence, the handsome Presbyterian
church and parsonage and many other structures. He was the second
son born in his parents' family, all of whom came to Ohio; John, Hannah,
James Anderson, Samuel, Margaret, Jane and Elenor, Hannah becoming
the wife of Colonel Zinn, Jane becoming the wife of Silas Thompson,
and Elenor the wife of Henry Wilkinson.
In 1843 Mr. Lamb was married to Miss Julia A. Taylor, who was
born in Shelby county, a daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Stipp)
Taylor, farming people. The father of Mrs. Lamb was born in Maryland
and the mother in Virginia. They were members of the Chritstian
church. Mrs. Lamb was their youngest child, the others being: Jason,
George and William; Susan, wife of Abner Girard; Margaret, wife of
Mark Broderick; and Lewis and Shelby. Mr. Lamb was reared in the
Presbyterian church and to that religious body he gave liberally. For
many years he was identified with the Masonic fraternity.

ROBERT PATTERSON THOMPSON,

who

is

one of the highly

respected, widely known and substantial citizens of Washington township,
was born on his father's farm in this township, in 1834, and is a representative
of one of the earliest pioneer families, the Thompsons having come to Shelby

county

in early days.

His parents were Freeborn and Margaret (Patterson)

Thompson, the former of whom died in 1837. The latter, a native of Ireland,
was brought to America when four years old, and died at Piqua, O, in her
eighty-sixth year.

R. P.

is

the elder and the only survivor of his parents'

two children, his sister, Elizabeth Ellen, having passed away October 23, 19 12.
She was the widow of George J. Legg, who died in 1859.
In his
R. P. Thompson had few of the present day school advantages.
boyhood books were scarce and school sessions continued through but a few
months in the year and the old log school houses were but poorly equipped,
With the others he
in fact were fitted only for the most sturdy of children.
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trudged for miles, many times through the snow, and then hauled wood for
the heating of the log structure with its puncheon floor and slab benches.
In those days farmers' sons just naturally became farmers and very much,
Prior to 1885 Mr. Thompson followed
too, to their credit and advantage.
farming on a place somewhat west of the old homestead and then moved to
his own home farm of 120 acres, making all the improvements here at that
time. He also owns eighty acres in Loramie township and has a part interest
in the old Patterson homestead.
Until 1907 Mr. Thompson carried on all
his various industries himself but since then lives somewhat retired, contenting himself with overseeing his several properties and their management.
Mr. Thompson was married to Miss Jane McKee, a daughter of John and
Catherine McKee, who were born in Pennsylvania but later came to Shelby
Mrs. Thompson is the only one living out of eight children. In
county.
politics Mr. Thompson has always been a democratic voter but, with one
exception, has never accepted public office, having served through one term
as township supervisor.

DARWIN

H. WARNER, proprietor of the D. H. Warner Grocery Store,
one of the leading business houses of Sidney, and one of the stable and representative men of this city, was born at London, Madison county, O., June 8,
1868, and is a son of Louis and Lida (Williams) Warner. The parents of
Mr. Warner removed to South Charleston, in Clark county, in 1870, where
the father engaged in work at his trade, being a carpenter, and from there
moved to Port Jefferson, in Shelby county, in 1876.
Darwin H. Warner attended the public schools of Port Jefferson and
afterward went to work as an employe of the Sidney Wheel Company, changing to the Philip Smith Company six months later, and remained with the
latter concern for about nine years, being connected with the hollow-ware
department. For eight years prior to first embarking in the grocery business
he was connected with a Sidney manufacturing plant, and after conducting
a grocery for two years, closed that interest for one year, during which he
was with the Sidney Steel Scraper Company. About 1909 he reentered the
grocery trade, conducting his business, at his excellent location at No. 414
North Main street. Mr. Warner has long been recognized as a citizen of
sterling worth and has been and still continues an important factor in civic
life.
He served usefully in the city council for four years, for two years representing the Second ward, and for two more years being councilman-atlarge, resigning that office in order to accept his present office, that of director of public service, the duties of which he assumed on January 1, 1912.
Mr. Warner came to Sidney in 1890 and in the same year he was married to Miss Rosetta Snodgrass, and they have a family of four children
Blanche, who is the wife of Oscar Burns; and Clara, Doris and John. Mr.
Warner is a prominent Odd Fellow, belonging to both the Encampment and
the subordinate lodge, and belongs also to the Knights of the Golden Eagle,
in which organization he has passed all the chairs and has been a delegate to
the Grand Lodge.

AND REPRESENTATIVE
WILLIAM

J.

MEYER,

his exceedingly valuable
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residing three miles east of Fort Loramie, on
acres, situated in section 4, McLean

farm of 240

a well known and highly respected citizen of Shelby county,
where his parents, Joseph and Elizabeth Meyer, were early settlers. He was
born at Fort Loramie, O., June 22, 1876, and was educated mainly in the

township,

is

Berlin Special School District.
Farming and stock raising have engaged the time and attention of WilMeyer ever since he reached manhood, and he is numbered with the
J.

liam

After some
sensible, practical and successful agriculturists of this section.
early experience he engaged in farming for two years in Cynthian township
but has been on this farm for the past five years and has been six years a
He has impressed his fellow
continuous resident of McLean township.

man of reliability and character and in January, 1912, he was
member of the board of education of the Sherman Special School
mark of public confidence.
Mr. Meyer was married to Miss Carrie Struckamp, a daughter of Barney
and Elizabeth (Burwinkel) Struckamp. The parents of Mrs. Meyer were
The father came to the United States when a young
born in Germany.
man and was a bricklayer by trade and at the time of Mrs. Meyer's birth
citizens as a

elected a

District, a

His first marriage was to Catherine
a resident of Mercer county, O.
Vondrelle and two children were born to them a child that died in infancy,
county.
His second marriage was to
and Mrs. Henry Barhorst of Shelby
Elizabeth Burwinkel and seven children were born to the second union Carrie, who became Mrs. Meyer; Henry; Benjamin, who was accidentally
drowned in childhood; John and Louis, and two who died in infancy. Mr.
and Mrs. Meyer have five children Ralph, Julia and Aslea, twins, and Agnes
and Leona. The family belongs to St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort
Loramie.

was

:

:

:

LINK T. SNODGRASS. Probably one of the best known men in Shelby
county^ is Link T. Snodgrass, of Sidney, who, for twenty years has followed
the business of auctioneer, one who, with never failing wit, humor, seriousness or pathos, has sold commodities of all kinds, on all occasions and at all
He handles farm lands and
points where his services have been called for.
chattels with remarkable success for their owners and the mere fact of his
being the auctioneer for the occasion, is sure to bring a large concourse to hear
him. It is a real gift that Mr. Snodgrass possesses and there are those who
declare he was born with it, and that a story told of his childhood is that
one of his first conscious acts, while still in his cradle, was an attempt to auction off his teething ring and baby rattle.
Link T. Snodgrass was born February 14, 1861. in Orange township,
Shelby county, O., a low of Alexander and Climena (Boyer) Snodgrass. The
father was born near Sidney and was a son of Thompson Snodgrass, one of
Alexander Snodgrass married Climena
the pioneer settlers of this section.
Boyer, a daughter of Jacob Boyer, who was a man of large substance, having
entered 284 acres of land from the government when he first settled here.

HISTORY OF SHELBY COUNTY

528

Mr. Snodgrass died at the age of sixty-two years on the farm on which he
had spent his life, his widow surviving some years and dying at Sidney, in
her seventy-third year.
Link T. Snodgrass continued to make his home on the farm until he was
In
twenty-eight years of age, having been educated in the public schools.
1885 he was married to Miss Jennie N. Proctor, of Green township, a daughter of George W. Proctor, who, for forty years was a school teacher.
In view of the success that Mr. Snodgrass has had as an auctioneer it
Putting aside the amusing story of
is interesting to learn how he began.
his infantile attempts, he made a beginning by selling cakes and watermelons,
auctioning them off at social festivals, when a mere boy. The first sale he
cried in the rural regions was for Mrs. Sallie Metz, while still living on the
farm, and he had associated with him George De Nise, a well known local
His largest sale was in 1907 when he sold at auction almost a
character.
half-million dollars worth of real estate for J. D. Barnes, receiver for the
German American Bank, the auction continuing for a number of days. He
also does a general real estate business, mainly handling farm properties.
He belongs to the order of Elks and to the Odd Fellows, both the lower and
Encampment branches. Mr. Snodgrass is a man of wealth and has a reputation for a great deal of quiet charity. His business brings him into contact
with many very distressing situations and his warm heart is often touched.
For business as well as pleasure, Mr. Snodgrass travels over the country in
his speedy automobile.

WILLIAM A. FERGUS, general farmer and stock raiser, residing on
farm of forty-four and one-half acres, situated in Perry
township, belongs to old county families, his grandfathers having settled here
in early days.
Mr. Fergus was born in Shelby county, May 12, 1857, and
is a son of Joseph and Barbara (Uhlrey) Fergus.
Joseph Fergus was born in Shelby county and here learned and followed
his well cultivated

the carpenter trade and later was in the lumber business. He was a republican in his political views but was no politician, just a quiet, busy man, attending to his business and performing life's duties according to his best judgment. Both he and his wife were members of the United Brethren church.
They had a family of children and almost all of them survived their parents.
The record reads as follows Caroline, who married George Faulder Richard
Sarah, who is deceased, was the wife of William Valentine, also deceased;
John S. William A. Mary, who is the wife of Thomas Mitchell Joseph
Winfield S. Stella, who married P. O. Stockstill Laura, who married Samuel
;

:

;

;

Knoop and

;

;

;

Charles.

William A. Fergus obtained his education in the public schools and
afterward, until he was twenty-two years old, worked for his father at logging for the latter's saw mill. He then rented a farm of 105 acres on which
he resided for seventeen years, when he moved to the Norman Key farm
and rented that for ten and one-half years, and in 1907 bought his present
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from William Dormire. Like his late father, Mr. Fergus is a republican but no office-seeker.
In 1879 Mr. Fergus was married to Miss Belle Sheppard, who was born
Mrs. Fergus
in New Jersey, a daughter of Charles and Mary Sheppard.
had three brothers, David, George and Martin, the first named being deceased.
To Mr. and Mrs. Fergus the following children have been born Edward, who
married Eva Simes; Bertha, who married Otto Steenrod; Clinton, who marMr. and
ried Grace Stevenson Edith, who married Roy Fogt and Florence.
Mrs. Steenrod have two children: Gladys and Harold; Clinton Fergus and
wife have two children: Joseph and Frances; and Mr. and Mrs. Fogt have
two daughters Thelma and Roma. Mr. Fergus and family attend the United
Brethren church. He takes an interest in all that promises to benefit his section, gives encouragement to local enterprises and is a stockholder in the
Farmers Telephone Company.
place

:

;

;

:

BERNARD VONDRELE,

whose valuable farm of 114 acres, situated in
McLean township, is bordered on the south by the Loramie reserone of the best known residents of this section of Shelby county,
where the greater part of his life has been passed. He was born in this
township, three miles east of Minster, O., August 13, 1843, and is a son of
Bernard and Margaret (Qoutte) Vondrele.
Bernard Vondrele was born in Germany and was a young man when
he came to this section and he assisted in the construction of the Ohio Canal,
working in Shelby, Auglaize and Mercer counties. In Shelby county he married Margaret Qoutte and then settled on the Harman Siesman farm in
McLean township, where he died when his only child, his namesake, was a
babe of one year, his burial being in the Minster cemetery. The farm of
forty acres belonged to his widow and she remained on it and later bought
forty acres more and here she resided until the time of her death, at the age
of sixty-two years.
She was a faithful member of the Catholic church at
Minster, O.
After his school period was over, Bernard Vondrel applied himself
to farming and stock raising and following his marriage settled on his present farm in section 12, which, at that time was partly cleared. Mr. Vondrele
has carried on all his farm undertakings in a practical, common sense way,
draining his land and putting down tile as he found desirable and raising
grain and stock.
He is one of the leading democrats of the township and
served four years as township trustee and has always been interested in havsection 12,

voir,

is

ing good schools.

Mr. Vondrele married Miss Caroline Drehman, who was also of German
was born in Germany, a daughter of Herman and Catherine
Drehman. The five children of Mr. and Mrs. Vondrele were all born on this
farm, namely William, Joseph, Herman, John and Frank, the two youngest
sons assisting in carrying on the farm industries. Mr. Vondrele and family
are members of St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie and he was a
extraction and

:

liberal contributor to the building of the present

church

edifice.
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HENRY

A. ERNST, who, for eight years, has been a member of the
board of education of the Sherman Special School District in McLean township, Shelby county, O., owns the old homestead farm in section 10, containing 185 acres of well improved land, situated three and one-half miles southMr. Ernst was born on this farm, March 10, 1867,
east of Fort Loramie.
and is a son of Joseph and Catherine (Barringhaus) Ernst, both of whom
died on this place, fine people and faithful Catholics.
Henry A. Ernst has lived on his present farm all his life. He attended
the Sherman school in boyhood and has always been interested in advancing
the cause of education in this section and hence has consented to serve for so
long a time on the educational board. It is to Mr. Ernst and his fellow members that the township looks for the increase and permanence of its school
facilities and it is due to their wisdom and liberality that educational work
Mr. Ernst is a busy and successis so far advanced in thj,s part of the county.
ful farmer, carrying on a general line, raising grain, hay and stock, and
He has his place well
finds a market for his overplus at Fort Loramie.
drained but has not deemed it necessary to replace the buildings that were
erected by his father, they being in good condition.
Mr. Ernst married Miss Mary Borchers, a daughter of Barney Borchers,
of McLean township, and the family of ten children were born on this farm
and all live in the vicinity except the fifth child, Urban, who died when aged
Clemens, Bernard, Louis, Anton, Henrietta,
two years. The others are
Wilhelmina, Carl, Henry and Mary. Mr. Ernst and family are members of
the Catholic church. He has always cast his vote with the democratic party.
:

JOHNSON

GINN, who is well known all over Shelby county, O., is a
very large and successful dealer in livestock, devotes the greater part of his
time to the buying and selling of cattle and resides on his farm of ninetytwo acres which is situated in section 10, W'alkup Special School District.
McLean township, three miles west and one-fourth mile south of Port
Loramie. Mr. Ginn was born on this farm in April, 1847, and is a son of
William and Marian (Bodkin) Ginn.
William Ginn was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, and there married his
William Ginn and
first wife, Jane Walkup. who died in Miami county, O.
wife and their eight children settled three miles north of Troy, O., and
remained there one year when the wife died and he moved to the farm in
McLean township now owned by Johnson Ginn. He found work on the
Miami Canal near Fort Loramie and in that way earned the money which he
Later he married Marian Bodkin, who was born in
invested in this land.
Virginia and came with her people to Ohio. Six children were born to this
marriage, the second wife dying when their son Johnson was two years old.
William Ginn was married a third time, Mrs. Jennie (Mullen) Rutledge. a
widow, becoming his wife. She was also born in Ireland and died when over
sjxty years of age, having had three daughters born to her first marriage.
William Ginn outlived all his wives, he being in his eightieth year at time of
death. He was a man of many fine traits of character and continued to be
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mind and body into advanced years. He served as a soldier
When he settled on his land in
in the Civil war but escaped all injury.
McLean township it was heavily timbered, not a stick of wood ever having
been cut, and it was through his untiring industry that the first building on
the place was put up and preparations made to convert the wilderness then

active both in

prevailing into a comfortable homestead. Gradually he acquired other tracts
of land until at one time he owned about 500 acres situated in Darke and
Shelby counties. After improving his McLean township land so that others
could live on it with a large degree of comfort, in 185 1 he made himself a
home on his Darke county land, just across the road, and there continued
He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church
to live until his death.
and his burial was in the Sidney cemetery.

Johnson Ginn attended school near

own

his father's

farms and then began his
farm for some years
place.
This property

career as a farmer, residing south of his present
same before coming back to the old home
he has under a tenant's care as he devotes the most of
activities.
The land is well tiled and much of it is in
acres remain in valuable timber.

and

selling the

his time to his stock
pasturage and fifteen

Mr. Ginn married Miss Minerva Houston, who was born in Darke county,
O., a daughter of Eli and Melvina Houston.
Mr. and Mrs. Ginn have had
two daughters: Florence, who resides at home; and Abigail, who died when
aged six months. In political connection Mr. Ginn has always been a republican as was his father.

WILLIAM H. BOWEN, one of the substantial citizens and excellent
farmers of Turtle Creek township, where he owns 120 acres of fine land,
in Washington township, Shelby county, July 24, 1869, and is a
son of Joseph and Christina E. (Strate) Bowen.
Joseph Bowen, who is a leading business man at Hardin, O., where he
has been a merchant for a quarter of a century, was born in Clermont county,
O., in 1844, a son of Clark and Elizabeth (Godfrey) Bowen. Joseph Bowen
served as a soldier in the Civil war from 1861 until 1865, afterward engaged in farming and then established himself at Hardin, and is one of the
representative men of that section. In 1868 he married Christina E. Strate,
who was born in Germany, and they have had seven children born to them.
William H. Bowen, the eldest of his parents' children, was afforded educational advantages and after completing the public school course spent two
summer terms at the Ohio Normal School, at Ada, O., and for six years
thereafter taught school in his native county.
He then became associated
with his father in business but three years later sold his interest and since
then has devoted himself to agricultural pursuits exclusively.
He is a progressive farmer, adopting new methods according to the latest scientific
plans for agricultural advancement and is a valued member of the local Grange.
On September 14, 1893, Mr. Bowen was married to Miss Nancy M. Malcolm, who was born in Indiana but was reared in Shelby county, being six
months old when her parents, James and Elizabeth (Davenport) Malcolm.
was born
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brought her to this section. The father was a farmer until his death. Mrs.
Bowen has three sisters and. one brother: Lucy, wife of Wallace Gamble;
Cora, the wife of G. T. Patton; Clara, wife of J. D. Price; and J. Harper,
Mrs. Bowen being the youngest of the family.
Mr. and Mrs. Bowen have seven children Helen, Elizabeth, Elsie, Hazel,
Dorothy, Joseph and William Kenneth. Mr. Bowen and family are members
of the Methodist Episcopal church and he is trustee of the parsonage.
In
politics a republican, Mr. Bowen has served on the township school board
for the last twelve years.
:

SAMUEL M. DORSEY, who is very capably managing his mother's
farm of 160 acres of valuable land, which lies in Green township, Shelby
county, O., belongs to one of the old families of this section. He was born
in Green township, October 26, 1868, and is a son of Snowden T. and Anna
M. (Mathers) Dorsey. His father died in 1894, one-half mile east of the
old

Dorsey homestead where he was born

in 1825.

In the public schools Samuel M. Dorsey secured his early educational
training and later pursued higher branches at Lebanon, Ol
For two years
afterward he taught school and as an educator fulfilled every expectation
but as a business, agriculture made closer appeals to him and for many years
he devoted himself to fanning and stock raising. He is connected at Sidney
with the Odd Fellows and the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and he belongs
also to the Presbyterian church at Sidney.
In politics he early identified
himself with the republican party and has served in the office of township
clerk.

W. H. HIGGIXS, who

belongs to one of the old families of Shelby
farmer in Orange township, was born
Creek township, and is a son of J. V.
and Sarah Elizabeth (Dunn) Higgins. For many years the father was a
prosperous farmer in this section and lived to the age of seventy-one years.
The mother still survives and lives on her old homestead, now aged seventy-

county and

is

a successful general

in the Russell settlement, in Turtle

eight years.

W. H. Higgins attended the township schools and then turned his attention to farming, which has been the family business.
He worked for five
years by the month and afterward rented farm land, living on the home place
until five years after his marriage, when he moved into Washington township, Miami county, and lived there for one year.
In 1903 he settled on his
present farm of fifty acres, which lies seven miles south of Sidney, and here
has successfully carried on farming and stock raising ever since. He is identified with none of the political parties, belonging to a very independent family,
but nevertheless has frequently had township offices tendered him and has
served as road supervisor.
Mr. Higgins married Miss Lula M. Moore, a daughter of Jacob Moore, an
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old resident of the county, and they have four children: Jessie, Floyd, Robert
and Francis. Mr. Higgins is an Odd Fellow and belongs to the lower branch
at

Kirkwood and

the

Encampment

at Sidney.

GEORGE

H. BILLING, who owns large bodies of land in different
sections of Shelby county, O., is one of the county's best known men.
born in Franklin township, this county, February 12, 1865, and
is a son of Frederick and Sarah (Knasel) Billing.
Frederick Billing was born in Germany and after coming to the
United States became a farmer. He married in Shelby county, O., and
there both he and wife died. They were well known and highly respected
people.
family of eight children was born to them, namely
Susan,
who is the wife of Samuel Hagelberger; John; Sophia, who is deceased,
was the wife of Jacob M. Finkenbine; George H.; William; Louisa, who
is the wife of W. J. Fogt; Lena, who is deceased, was the wife of
Samuel H. Fogt; and Edward, who is a resident of Michigan. These
names represent some of the best people of Shelby county.
George H. Billing secured a common school education and remained
at home with his father until he was twenty-eight years of age when he
started out as a farmer on his own responsibility, at first renting land
from his father and afterward acquiring it for himself, although he first
rented the homestead during the last years of both parents, afterward
buying out the other heirs. When they died he inherited 100 acres but
He has
the purchase of the remainder of the estate cost him $1,000.
made many improvements including the remodeling of the barn and at
the present time of writing is converting the old farmhouse into a modern
and attractive residence. He owns 378 acres of valuable land in Shelby
county, 160 of which is located in Salem township and 218 acres in Franklin township and is one of the county's large tax payers.
In 1892 Mr. Billing was married to Miss Elizabeth Gerber, who was
born in Shelby county, a daughter of John C. and Catherine (Smith)
Gerber, and they had the following children: Sarah, Elizabeth, Edward

He was

A

:

E., Albert, Clara, George, Henry, Charles and Anna, Charles being
Mr. and Mrs. Billing have three children: Leota, Raymond,
deceased.
and Ora. The family belongs to the Lutheran church at Anna. In
politics Mr. Billing is a democrat but has not been willing to accept

public office although ever an interested and liberal-handed citizen.

PICKERING, who

is numbered with the prosperous and progresWashington township, owns a farm of 140 acres which
He was born in 1880, in Putnam
lies twelve miles southwest of Sidney.
county, O., and is a son of M. S. Pickering, who was born in Fairfield county,
a member of one of the old pioneer families. M. S. Pickering was a farmer
first in Paulding county, later in Shelby county and at present is a resident

W.

T.

sive agriculturists of

of Fairfield county.
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W. T. Pickering attended school in both Putnam and Paulding counties
and remained with his father until 1897, when he came to Shelby county
and in 1907 purchased and settled on his farm in Washington township. The
general improvements he has placed here give evidence of good judgment and
he probably has as fine a modern residence as can be found in the township.
He raises the usual grains of this section and also devotes attention to stock
raising.
in 1901 to Miss Katie Patterson.
Thy are
the Presbyterian church at Piqua. In his political sentiments he

Mr. Pickering was married

members of
is

a democrat.

NATHAN

MOYER, who resides on his valuable farm of 147 acres situated in section 20, Cynthian township, Shelby county, O., was born in this
township, on an adjoining farm, which is now owned by J. C. Short, December 22, 1841, and is a son of George and Sarah (Seymour) Moyer.
The parents of Mr. Moyer were born in Pennsylvania. They were fanning people in Shelby county, and the father died in Cynthian township, when
aged sixty-two years, and the mother in her eighty-fourth year, and their
burial was in the cemetery at Oran, O.
George Moyer owned a farm of
eighty acres which he cleared and improved to some extent, at the time of
his settlement in Cynthian township the country being yet in a wild condition.
In those days even the ordinary domestic duties were carried on in a burdensome way. Mr. Moyer remembers when his mother wove all the family
wearing apparel, coloring the cloth afterward and fashioning it into garments.
She also cooked the toothsome viands for which the pioneer home was celebrated, in the open fireplace, Mr. Moyer being seventeen years old before he
even saw a cook stove. All the family attended church, a spring wagon being
called into requisition when the distance was too far to cover by walking, but
in those days it was considered no disgrace to wear a patched coat or gown
or to appear with bare feet. Mr. and Mrs. Moyer were long remembered in
their community for those virtues which prevailed in old days
kindness,
generosity, charity and hospitality.
Until he was sixteen years of age Nathan Moyer attended the district
schools in the winter seasons and then started out to be entirely self supporting, his industries including farming, chopping wood, making staves, digging
ditches and hunting.
In 1863 he bought forty acres of the place he now
owns and to his original purchase kept on adding until he now has 147 acres
of finely cultivated land, excepting only ten acres, which is still timbered.
When he came here the land was wooded and it was no slight task to clear
it but this was completed many years since, and on the spot where once stood
giants of the forest, wave the grain or feed the herds and stock which make
Mr. Moyer one of Cynthian township's men of independence. He is one
of the four survivors of his parents' family of ten children, his twin sister
dying in 1864. The others are: Mrs. John Short, Sr. George, of Loramie
township; and William, of Piqua, O.
Mr. Moyer was married to Miss Eliza A. Forrest, who was born at Dav-

—

:
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daughter of John Forrest, who died while serving as a soldier in the
Civil war.
To Mr. and Mrs. Moyer the following children were born John,
who married Elizabeth McCorkle Elizabeth and Charles, both of whom are
deceased; Walter; Leonard; Louella, who is the wife of William Newman;
and Laurence. Mr. Moyer and family are members of the Christian church
In politics he is a democrat and has served in such township
at Oran, O.
offices as supervisor and road superintendent.
ton, O., a

:

;

JOSEPH V. GAIER, a general farmer and respected citizen of Cynthian
township, who owns seventy-six acres situated in section 18, Basinburg Special School District, one-quarter mile east of St. Mary's turnpike road, was
born in McLean township, Shelby county, December 26, 1877, and is a son
of Jacob and Louisa (Wise) Gaier.
Jacob Gaier was a farmer throughout his active years and resided in
Shelby county where he was a man well known and much respected. He
died when agel sixty-five years and his burial was in the cemetery attached
to St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie, he having been a member
of that church. He was twice married and two children were born to his
first union and seven to the second.
Joseph V. Gaier attended school in boyhood in the Berlin district and then
helped his father on the home farm in McLean township until his marriage,
when he settled on his present place where he has carried on general farmHe remodeled and repaired the buildings
ing and stock raising ever since.
and made many improvements and has a home and farm in which he justly
takes pride, all of his land being under cultivation except ten acres in timber.
Mr. Gaier married Miss Elizabeth Barhorst, a daughter of Joseph Barhorst of McLean township, and they have one daughter, Helen Elizabeth.
Mr. Gaier and family belong to St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie.
Like his late father he is a democrat but has never desired public office of any
kind.
He is a quiet, industrious farmer, one who attends to his own business and performs his duty as a citizen according to his best judgment.

JOSEPH WINNER, a general farmer and highly respected citizen of
Cynthian township, who owns a carefully cultivated farm of eighty acres, was
born January 14, 1867, in McLean township, Shelby county, and is a son of
Anton and Caroline Winner.
Joseph Winner attended school in the Dirksen district and remained at
home helping his father until his marriage, when he located where he has
remained ever since, in section 17, Cynthian township. He has made all the
substantial improvements on the place, has his land well drained and tiled and
all of it under cultivation with the exception of ten acres.
It has an excellent
location being three-fourths of a mile east of the St. Mary turnpike on the
township line road, with postoffice accommodations at Fort Loramie.
Mr. Winner married first Miss Josephine Brims, who, at death, left four
children: Joseph A., Herman, Frances Elizabeth and William.
Mr. Winner's second marriage was to Mrs. Agnes (Brackman) Richling, widow of
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August Richling. She had one son, Henry Richling, born to her first marriage.
To Mr. and Mrs. Winner four children have been born Leona, Alexander, Lucinda and Louetta, all surviving except Lucinda. Mr. Winner and
family are members of St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie. In
politics he is a democrat but has never accepted any office except one con:

nected with the public schools, for three years serving as a member of the
board of education of the Short Special School District.

JOHN J. HUFFMAN, a leading citizen of Turtle Creek township, where
he owns an excellent farm of forty acres, has served acceptably in the office
of justice of the peace for the past seven years and is interested in all movements that promise to improve or advance this neighborhood. He is widely
known and was born in Clinton township, Shelby county, August 14, 1850,
and is a son of George and Mary (Johnston) Huffman.
George Huffman and wife lived out long and respected lives and passed
away on the farm which they had occupied for many years. They were consistent and useful member of the Baptist church and their burial was in the
McClure cemetery. They had the following children, all sons: John J.,
William M., Samuel, James S. and George A.
After his school days were over, John J. Huffman spent two years at Sidney and then settled down to farming as a business and prior to purchasing
his present farm in 1894, from C. E. Thompson, rented land in this section.
Here he carries on varied farm industries, growing grain and fruit and raising
stock and poultry for home use, not being particularly desirous of adding to
his agricultural burdens as he finds that official responsibilities absorb a large
part of his time. He owns stock in the Farmers Telephone Company, a profitable investment.

On December 2, 1869, Mr. Huffman was married to Miss Mary L. Van
who was born in Trumbull county, O., a daughter of James L. and
Phoebe (Moore) Van Gorder. The father of Mrs. Huffman was a farmer
and he and family moved from Trumbull to Shelby county, his children being
Mary L. Charlotta, wife of Charles L. Argabright; and Charles A. and
George L. To Mr. and Mrs. Huffman a son and daughter have been born,
Albert B, and Edith L. The latter is the wife of David Latimer and they
have three children: Morris L., Mary E. and Ethel G. Mr. Huffman and
family belong to the Presbyterian church at Hardin, O. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Huffman take an active interest in the Patrons of Husbandry and Mr. Huffman has been for twenty years secretary of the Shelby County Grange, and
for the past sixteen years, has been secretary of the Shelby County Farmers'
Institute.
He belongs also to the Knights of Pythias at Sidney. Mr. Huffman has been a republican for many years, his father having been interested
in the same organization of political leaders in 1857 and an upholder of its
principles throughout his life.
Gorder,

;

ADOLPH F. RATERMANN,
of Fort Loramie,

is

cashier of the

Loramie Banking Company,

one of the representative men and well-known financiers
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of Shelby county. He was born in McLean township, Shelby county, September 26, 1873, his people being early settlers in that section.
Mr. Ratermann attended the local schools until the year 1892 and in 1893
he attended the Valparaiso, Indiana, Normal College, and spent four terms
Having improved his opporat the Ohio Normal University of Lebanon, O.
tunities then engaged in teaching, a profession he followed for ten years, during three years of which he was at the head of the Fort Loramie village
In March, 1904, he entered the Loramie Bank as assistant cashier,
schools.
of which he became cashier a few months afterward and has continued in
this connection.
On August 21, 1901, Mr. Ratermann was married to Miss Rosa Rieger,
who was born at Fort Loramie, O., and died here June 12, 1906, at the age
of thirty-one years.
She was a daughter of Joseph and Anna (Schwartz)
Rieger. Two sons survive
Paul J. and Albin H. Mrs. Ratermann was a
faithful member of St. Michael's Catholic church, to which Mr. Ratermann
also belongs.
He is identified with the Knights of St. John and the Knights
of Columbus. A democrat in his political preference, Mr. Ratermann is not
active along that line although ever ready to perform every necessary act of
:

good

citizenship.

JACOB R. LEAPLEY, who, in addition to being a stockholder in the
Farmers Telephone Company, owns 120 acres of some of the finest land in
Franklin township, Shelby county, O., was born in this county September 15,
1864, and is a son of Othol and Mary (Stone) Leapley.
Othol Leapley and wife belonged to old pioneer families of Shelby county,
where they were born, married, and passed out of life. They were estimable
people and liberal supporters of the Methodist Episcopal church, attending at
Port Jefferson, and their burial was in the cemetery there.
Their family
consisted of five children, three sons, namely:
Quin, Charles and Jacob
Raper; and two daughters, Anna, wife of Newton Wooley, and Blanche,
wife of Orrin C. Staley.
Jacob R. Leapley attended the country schools with his brothers and sisters and afterward, as a dutiful son, assisted his father until he was twentyone years old. About this time occurred his marriage and he then went to
Nebraska where he rented land and raised one crop. Conditions there, however, did not look promising to a young man when compared to those he had
left behind in Shelby county, therefore he returned and for two years following rented farm land in Franklin township.
He then moved on the place
which he now owns, a part of the old Yinger farm, which he rented for twelve
years previous to buying. He is one of the township's most prosperous stockmen as well as farmer, paying particular attention to Jersey cattle. Shropshire
sheep, Percheron horses and O. I. C. hogs.
On December iy r 1885, Mr. Leapley was married to Miss Lollie Fee,
who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of William and Sarah (McClure)
Fee, both of whom were also born. in this county. The father of Mrs. Leapley is deceased, but the mother still resides here.
Mrs. Leapley has one older
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who
who

James Shaw; and a brother, Frank, and a
Mr. and
the wife of William Davis, both younger.
Mrs. Leapley have but one son, Rollie, who remains with his parents. Mr.
Leapley and family are active members of the Methodist Episcopal church,

sister,

Maggie,

sister,

Mattie,

in

which he

is

is

the wife of

is

a trustee, treasurer

and steward.

In politics he

is

a republican.

JOHN

C. McCLURE, proprietor of Sunnyside Farm, an attractive name
that pleases the ear and prepares the stranger traveling through Clinton township, for the fifty acres of finely cultivated land that spreads out before him.

one of the well-known citizens of the county, having had business interests
many parts of it during some fifteen years or more. He was born in Green
county, O., in 1844, and is a son of John and Elvira (Young) McClure.
The parents of Mr. McClure came of Virginia people on the paternal side
and of North Carolina on the maternal. The father was a carpenter by
trade and in later life also followed farming. Both he and wife were memTheir family consisted of the following
bers of the Presbyterian church.
children:
Jennie, wife of Jacob Wilson; James Harvey; David Franklin;
Andrew H. John C. Cyrus Mary, who is deceased Elizabeth and Augustus.
The parents lived into old age and at death were laid to rest at Bellbrook, O.
John C. McClure had such educational advantages as the district schools
offered in his boyhood, and he remained with his father on the home farm
He then became a traveling salesman, first
until he was thirty-five years old.
covering the country selling nursery stock and afterward contracting for hedge
fence.
He now carries on general farming on his productive land, raising
some good stock but keeping it for his own use.
In May, 1879, Mr. McClure was married to Miss Josephine Stevenson,
who was born in Orange township, Shelby county, O., a daughter of Samuel
Samuel S. Stevenson was born
S. and Margaret (McClure) Stevenson.
near Xenia in Greene county, O., and died in his eighty-seventh year, in
Shelby county, to which he had come when twenty-one years old. He was
a carpenter and contractor and was a well-known and highly respected man.
He married Margaret McClure, who was born in Shelby county, and the folJennie, who is the wife of William Willowing children were born to them
son; Anna, who is the wife of John Thompson; Josephine, who is the wife
of Mr. McClure; J. Frank; Frances, who is the wife of W. S. Shaw; and
Harry. Mr. and Mrs. McClure attend the United Presbyterian church. In
politics, like his late father, Mr. McClure is a republican.
is

in

;

;

;

;

:

JOHN M. BLAKE, who is one of the proprietors of the Farmers Grain
and Milling Company, of Sidney, O., has been so associated since the business
was founded in January, 1912, and in the division of responsibility between
He was
the three partners concerned, has charge of the flour department.
born at Sidney January 1, 1867, and is a son of O. B. and Mary (Ensey)
Blake.
O. B. Blake was born on a farm in Perry township, Shelby county, a son
of John Blake, one of the very early settlers, who was a son of John Blake,
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England. For some ten years O. B. Blake was engaged in the
meat business at Sidney, later moved to a farm in Turtle Creek township
He married Mary
but subsequently retired to Sidney where he still lives.
Ensey, who was born at Sidney, a daughter of Mathew Ensey, who was the
contractor who built the court house at Ottawa, O., fifty years ago.
John M. Blake was three years old when his people moved to Turtle
Creek township and he was reared there and continued to reside in that part
of the county for thirty-two years, when he moved to Clinton township, but
still owns one fine farm of 200 acres in the former township, and one of
eighty acres, in partnership with his brother-in-law, Fred J. Russell, in the
The flour mill now belonging to the Farmers Grain and
latter township.
Milling Company, is one of the oldest mills and grain elevators in Shelby
county and prior to January, 19 12, was operated for many years by the late
Capt. E. E. Nutt. At the time above mentioned, John M. Blake, Fred J. Russell and Mrs. Frank M. Sayre, bought the mill and a prosperous period of
Mr. Blake's duties have been specified. Mr. Russell
business has followed.
has charge of the buying and selling of the grain, while Frank M. Sayre is
secretary and treasurer of the company and attends to all the office work.
With the exception of one year in the Sidney high school, Mr. Blake never
had any but common school advantages and during the larger part of his life
has been exclusively an agriculturist, moving from his farm to Sidney early

who was born

in

in 1912.

Mr. Blake married Miss Jessie Russell, who

is a daughter of Moses James
Russell, now deceased, the father once a very promitownship,
where
Mrs.
Blake
was born. They have a
nent farmer in Clinton
Mary, Russell, John Chester, Gladys and Ethel, and
family of five children
the removal of the family to Sidney opened another hospitable home here and

Russell and

Martha E.

:

made

welcome additions to pleasant social circles.

JOHN SHORT,

Sr., a retired farmer and one of the oldest settlers now
living in Cythian township, was born in Virginia, October 29, 1829, and was
brought to Ohio when a child of two years. His parents were Isaac and Mary

(Vandegrift) Short.
Isaac Short and wife were born in Virginia and in all probability came
from Holland ancestors. The ten children born to them are recorded as follows: Susanna, the eldest, married George Barker of Cynthian township,
Shelby county, and they had four children: Isaac, Sarah Ann, George and
Ivy.
Christian, who is now
John, who was the second in order of birth.
deceased, was married first to Caroline Rhona and after her death to Nancy
Mary, Perry, John, George, Margaret and
Clauson and was the father of
James. George Short married Jane Slack and both died in Cynthian township,
three of their children, Susan, William and George, still living, and three of
them deceased, Frank, Levi and Henry. Newton Short, the fifth of the family, married (first) Mary Jane Moyer and (second) Margaret Crotinger, and
he died in Miami county. His children were: Rachel, Ella, Sarah, Maria
and Peter. Allison Jason Short married Sarah Butt and he still resides in
:
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Darke county where his wife died some years ago, the mother of four children: Thomas, Martha, Allison and William. Rachel Short was the wife
Mary,
of Jacob Hollinger of Indiana, deceased, and they had five children
Martha, George, Samuel and William. Martha Short married William Butt
William
Short, who
and both died in Cynthian township having no children.
lives at Piqua, O., married Lucinda Austin, who died at Piqua, the mother of
Abraham, Charles, Leonard, Delia, Virgin and Ida. Richard,
six children
:

:

the youngest, died at the age of sixteen years.
It was in 1831 that the Shorts came from Virginia to Dayton, O., and
one year later all the family, including the grandfather, Richard Short, came
to Cynthian township, Shelby county, where the six sons contracted for

eighty acres of land, each one to pay twenty-five dollars. The grandfather
advanced the money and the sons subsequently paid it back. He secured 160
acres for himself and also owned eighty acres near Newport. All the Shorts
were men of good business judgment and became men of affairs. The Short
Special School District was named for Isaac Short, who died on the old
homestead, in his sixty-eighth year. His widow survived to be eighty-three
years old and their burial was in the cemetery attached to the Christian church

Oran, O.
John Short, Sr., grew up amidst pioneer surroundings. In boyhood he
attended a subscription school in a log cabin situated in McLean township
and as those were primitive days, he had but meager advantages, but, at that
time, it was not considered necessary for the farmer boys to have more than
a practical knowledge of reading, writing and arithmetic, and history shows
that the acquirement of these was sufficient to enable many a youth to become
a leader of men and the possessor of ample fortune. As the eldest son of his
father, John Short very early took responsibilities upon himself and during
the whole of his subsequent active life, followed agricultural industries with
vigor and success.
He resides in Cynthian township, where he owns 309
acres, his home being two and one-half miles southeast of Fort Loramie, and
eleven miles from Sidney, O.
On March 13, 1851, Mr. Short was married to Miss Elizabeth Moyer,
who was born May 8, 1829, in Cynthian township, a daughter of George and
Sarah (Zemer) Moyer. The parents of Mrs. Short were born in Pennsylvania, came early to Ohio and were married in Cynthian township and became
parents of ten children, the survivors being: Mrs. Short, George, William
and Nathan. The Moyers settled on land that John Short now owns and here
both died, the father aged sixty-two years and the mother eighty-five years.
When John Short and wife went to housekeeping it was in a log cabin
surrounded with dense woods and it was his task to clear off this .heavy forest
growth, drain and tile the land and then put it under cultivation. As time
went on he made additional improvements and erected the comfortable farm
house in which he is spending his later years. The children were all born
here, five in number as follows
George W. Mary Jane, who resides with
her parents; Isaac, who died when twenty-six years old; Sarah Elizabeth, who
at

:

married William Jelly

;

and John C.

;

Mr. and Mrs. Jelly reside

in

Cynthian
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township and they have had five children: Annie, Milton, Hugh, Ethel and
John, the last named dying at the age of twelve years. A nephew of Mr.
Short, Elmer F. Short, has a very desirable government position at WashingDuring the period of the Civil war Mr. Short was an auctioneer
ton, D. C.
when his services were needed. A lifelong democrat, this being a democratic
family, Mr. Short has heartily supported democratic principles and candidates
He is a Highly
and occasionally has consented to serve in local offices.
respected citizen and is widely known and long has been a liberal supporter of
the Christian church at Oran, O., of which he is a member.

GEORGE W. SHORT,

who

is

a successful general farmer residing in

section 17, Cynthian township, where he cultivates 106 acres of fine land
belonging to his father, was born on his father's homestead in Cynthian township, Shelby county, O., February 9, 1852, and is the oldest son of John and

Elizabeth Short.
After his school period was over, George

W. Short assisted his father on
1889 when he became a salesman of organs and pianos
After marriage he settled on a
for the Baker Music Company of Sidney.
farm that adjoins his present one on the south and lived there for two years
and then came to the one on which he has resided ever since and here has
made many improvements including the erecting of a new residence and the
remodeling of the other buildings. The property is well drained and tiled and
the

is

home farm

until

in fine condition.

Mr. Short was married (first) to Miss Sarah Ann Noland, of Washington
township, Shelby county, who died at the age of twenty-nine years, her burial
She was the mother of two sons
being in the cemetery at Oran,
John
R. and Harley H. The latter married Bertha Hemmelright and they reside in
Cynthian township and he is a farmer and school teacher. They have three
children: Hubert R., Musetta C, and Martha Ellen. Mr. Short was married
(second) to Miss Mary Walters, who died aged twenty-seven years, leaving
one daughter, Elizabeth May, who died when nineteen years old. Mr. Short's
third marriage was to Miss Lilla Belle Taylor, a daughter of Alexander Taylor, formerly of Montgomery county, O., but for some fifteen years a member
of Mr. Short's household. To Mr. and Mrs. Short four children have been
born: Martha Belle, who died when aged fifteen months; Olive Goldie, who
died when aged eleven weeks; and Emmet Wendle and Byron W., both of
whom are making satisfactory progress at school. Mr. Short and family
are members of the Christian church at Oran, of which he is a deacon and
is also a member of the finance committee and clerk, for the past thirty-five
years having been active and helpful in this church body. In 1881 Mr. Short
was elected a member of the board of education of the Short Special School
District and he has served continuously with the exception of two years, and
during that time was president of the board for one year, also treasurer and
On the democratic ticket he was elected townits clerk for twenty years.
ship assessor and served two years in that office, and in all his public life has
commanded the respect and possessed the confidence of his fellow citizens.

O

:
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JOHN FINKENBINE,
and respected

citizens,

St.,

now

one of Shelby county's most substantial

living retired

and residing on

his large

and

well-improved property in Franklin township, where he owns 342 acres,
is a native of the old Keystone State, born near the city of Philadelphia,
His parents were Jacob and Susan (Fogt) Finkenin December, 183 1.
bine.

Jacob Finkenbine and wife were born in Baden, Germany, and many
and prominent families of Ohio have originated there. When
they came first to the United States they located at Philadelphia, Pa.,
but, in 1832, came to Shelby county, O., where he found ready employment at his trade of stone mason. He and wife belonged to that sturdy,
thrifty class naturally well equipped to face and overcome hardship and
they not only comfortably reared their large family, by example and
precept teaching them industrious habits, but so prospered that they
lived to enjoy ease in their old age. They were among the early founders
of the German Lutheran church in this section. They had the following
of the old

John, Jacob, Louis, Frederick, George, Charles, Christian,
Michael, Dorothy and Sarah. Dorothy married Jacob Fogt, and Sarah
married John Fogt.
John Finkenbine attended the district schools in boyhood but as
soon as old enough to be trusted with the handling of tools, learned the
carpenter trade, which he followed for a number of years. In the meanwhile he acquired land, tract by tract, and then gave up carpenter work
and during the remainder of his active life successfully engaged in farming and stock raising. In addition to his Franklin township land he owns
123 acres in Dinsmore township. The extensive farm activities are now
in the hands of his sons who continue them profitably.
On June 8, 1858, Mr. Finkenbine married Miss Barbara Schiff, who

children:

Baden, Germany, a daughter of Michael and Magdalena
who emigrated to America when Airs. Finkenbine was
Michael; Magdasix years old, she being the youngest of the family:
lena, wife of Jacob Pfaadt Sarah, wife of Michael Stengle Jacob; Christian and Barbara. To Mr. and Mrs. Finkenbine the following children
were born: William: Magdalena, wife of Jacob Hagelberger and they
have four children Delia, Alfred, Frederick and Carl Louisa, wife of
Dora and Catherine:
Christian Foster, and they have two children
May.
Julia, widow of Edward English, and they had three children
Bessie and George; Ella, wife of William Stockstill, and they have three
Pearl, Minnie and Thomas; Sophia, deceased, formerly the
children
wife of Thomas Emley, and they had two children John and Warren
Tohn E. Margaret, wife of John Boyer, and they have three children
Mr. Finkenbine
Clyde, Donald and Paul; and Lewis H. and Milton B.
and family are members of the German Lutheran church at Anna, O. He
desired
has
never
to serve
views
but
political
his
in
democrat
strong
is a
Since coming to this section he has seen many changes
in public office.
and
comforts
and
take place, new methods of farming have been adopted

was born
(Ludwig)

in

Schiff,

:

—

—
;

;

;

—

—

—
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conveniences have been brought into the life of the farmer such as, in
his boyhood, were not enjoyed by any residents outside of large cities.
He has seen many of the old families, also, pass away, their descendants
giving up their birthrights of land to enter into the rush and bustle of
town and city and it must be a source of satisfaction to him that his sons
still love the soil.

N. A. PAULUS, who is one of Cynthian township's substantial and
valued citizens, doing a large contracting and building business all through
Shelby county, resides on his valuable farm of ioo acres, which lies three
miles west of Newport, O. He was born March 6, 1869, in Patterson township, Darke county, O., and has spent his life in his native state.
When he was five years old Mr. Paulus was taken to Wayne township
and there he lived all through his school period, then learned his trade and
continued to make his home in that section until his marriage in 1900, to Miss
Mary Perin. Mrs. Paulus was born in Cynthian township, a daughter of
Julius and Rosa (Frances) Perin, well known and highly respected people
of this township. Mr. Paulus bought the interests of the different heirs in
With the
the Perin farm and here he and family have lived ever since.
exception of the comfortable residence, Mr. Paulus erected all the buildings
now standing and has made many other substantial improvements. There
are two sets of buildings on the place.
Mr. and Mrs. Paulus are members of the Catholic church at Newport.
Clara, Francis and Rosa. Mr. Paulus
They have three interesting children
has always voted the democratic ticket but has never been willing to accept
political office, making an exception when it came to membership on the school
board, and in January, 1912, he was elected a member of the board of education of the Turner Special School District to serve until 1916.
:

FRANK LINDHAUS, a successful general farmer residing in section 19.
Cynthian township, where he owns seventy-three acres of productive and
well-cared-for land, was born in Ohio, November 30, 1877, and is a son of
Henry and Elizabeth Lindhaus.
Frank Lindhaus was three years old when his parents moved to Fort
Loramie and he obtained his education in the Berlin Special School District.
General farming has occupied the time and attention of Mr. Lindhaus ever
since and he has resided on this property, which lies one and one-fourth miles
Here he has put in many
north of Newport, O., ever since his marriage.
improvements and these include the erection of the substantial buildings and
the neat fencing which encloses his fields.
In May, 1903, Mr. Lindhaus was married to Miss Elizabeth Kloecker.
who is a daughter of Herman Kloecker, of McLean township, Shelby county,
and they have four attractive and intelligent children: Emma, Henry, Raymond and Laurence. Mr. and Mrs. Lindhaus are members of SS. Peter and
Paul Catholic church at Newport, O. In politics he has always been a democratic voter and has never accepted any public office except that of school
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and

in

January, 19I2, was elected a
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member

of the board of educa-

tion of the Basinburg Special School District.

FRANK J. BORCHERS, whose

valuable farm of 160 acres lies in section
one of the enterprising and prosperous young agriborn November 12, 1887, in McLean township, Shelby county, one and one-quarter miles southwest of Fort Loramie,
O., where his people were well-known old settlers.
Frank J. Borchers attended school in the Berlin Special School District
and then turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. In the spring of 191 1,
he came to his present farm where he has thirty acres yet in timber, but all
the rest is well drained and sufficiently tiled, while Mr. Borchers has put the
He carries on mixed farming and all his
buildings in excellent repair.

26,

Cynthian township,

is

culturists of this section.

He was

industries are flourishing.

Mr. Borchers was married to Miss Emma Boerger, a daughter of Henry
Boerger, a former resident of McLean township, and they have one daughter,
Freda. Mr. and Mrs. Borchers are members of the Catholic church at Newport, O., which town is situated two and one-half miles east of their farm.
Mr. Borchers votes the democratic ticket in both local and national elections.
J. WILLIAM KLOCKER, a well-known general farmer and stockraiser
of Shelby county, O., residing in section 35, Cynthian township, where he has
eighty acres of fine land, was born December 23, 1872, in McLean township,
and is a son of Herman and Elizabeth Klocker.
J. William Klocker obtained his schooling in the Berlin Special School
District, after which he engaged in farming, a very natural thing to do as he
was reared to take an interest in this direction. In March, 191 1, Mr Kloecker
purchased this farm and has all but seven acres of woodland under cultivation.
Through remodeling and building, draining and tiling, he has made his
property much more valuable than when he bought it. He carries on mixed

farming but has little grain to sell, finding it more profitable to feed stock.
His markets are easy to reach, his land lying but three and one-half miles
west of Newport, O., and on the Hale turnpike road through Cynthian township.

In February, 1908, Mr. Klocker was married to Miss Mary Eilerman,
a daughter of F. J. Eilerman, of McLean township, and they have two children: Leo, who was born December 23, on the Eilerman farm, 1908, in
McLean township and Margaret, who was born on the present farm October
;

Mr. Klocker and wife are members of SS. Peter and Paul Catholic
church at Newport, O. He is a democrat in politics and on the democratic
ticket was elected in January, 191 2, a member of the board of education of the
Turner Special School District.
24, 191

1.

J. C. SHORT, general farmer and stock raiser, residing in Cynthian
township, Shelby county, O., was born on this place, the old family home-
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stead January 25, 1872, and is a son of John Short, one of the
respected residents of this section.
J. C. Short was primarily educated in the Short Special School
and afterward attended the Normal School at Lebanon, O., and then
for a time in teaching school in his own and neighboring townships.

549
old and
District

engaged
In

more

or less degree he has always engaged in farming and since marriage has
devoted himself entirely to agricultural activities. This farm is the old Mover
homestead and here Mr. Short's mother was born, Grandfather Moyer having entered the land.
There are eighty acres in the farm and it has been
improved by J. C. Short and his father and is one of the fine farms of
Cynthian township.
J. C. Short was married on May 1, 1901, to Miss Sarah Anderson, a
daughter of I. N. and Catherine (Peters) Anderson, of Miami county, O.
Mr. and Mrs. Short have one son, a bright youth of ten years who is making
satisfactory progress at school and the name of John Emery Short stands on
the record of the Oran Special School District with many credit marks
Since January, 1912, Mr. Short has been a member of the school
attached.
board, elected on the democratic ticket. Mr. Short and family are members
of the Christian church at Oran, O., their farm lying one mile north and
one and one-half mile west of that town.

HENRY

J.

BORCHERS,

one of the prosperous farmers of McLean

who

successfully cultivates his farm of 153 acres, which is situated
two and one-half miles southwest of Fort Loramie, O., is interested also in a farm of eighty acres, which, in association with his brother,
J. J. Borchers, he purchased from George Williams, with the intention of
devoting it to stock raising.
Mr. Borchers was born in McLean township,

township,

in section 11,

Shelby county, O., June 3, 1874, and is a son of J. B. Borchers, one of the
well-known residents of this section of the county.
Henry J. Borchers obtained his schooling in the Berlin Special School
District and ever since has been engaged in agricultural pursuits and at the
time of marriage purchased his home farm from his father. He has all of
his land well drained and in fine tillable condition with the exception of twelve
acres which he prefers to keep as a wood lot.
Mr. Borchers is known as an
industrious, sensible and careful farmer and his time is largely devoted to his
own affairs, although at times he has acceptel official responsibilities on the
board of education, for seven years serving as clerk of the Walkup Special
School District.
On May 1, 1901, Mr. Borchers was married to Miss Frances Hilgefort,
a daughter of Clemens and Mary Hilgefort, and their eight children were
all born on this farm and here the fifth of the family, Bernard Paul, died
when aged but three weeks. All the others survive and are a sturdy and
interesting little group:
Marie, Kate, Eleanor, Bernadine, Loretta, Ursula
and Rose. Mr. Borchers and wife are members of and are carefully rearing
their children in St. Michael's Catholic church.
In politics Mr. Borchers i^
a democrat.
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JOSEPH POEPPELMAN, who

operates his mother's excellent farm
of eighty-three acres, which is situated in section II, McLean township.
Shelby county, O., is one of the well-known and highly respected citizens of
this township and for seven years served on the board of education of this
special school district.
He was born in McLean township and is a son of
Bernard and Elizabeth Poeppelman.
The father of Mr. Poeppelman was born in Auglaize county, O., and for
many years was a successful farmer in Shelby county, where he owned three
farms. His death occurred in his sixty-fourth year and his burial was in the
cemetery belonging to St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie, of which

His wife was born in Germany and still survives, and
eight children were born to them.
Joseph Poeppelman attended school in the Dirksen Special School District
and afterward helped his father and remained with his mother after the
father's death.
He has improved the farm in the matter of drainage, putting
he was a member.

down

a large amount of tiling, but all the buildings now standing were built
before his time. He carries on a general farming line, raising stock for his
own use and has the reputation of being a fine farmer and good manager.

Mr. Poeppelman was married to Miss Mary Gerling, who was born in
McLean township, a daughter of Barney Gerling, and they have a family
Rosa, Ludwig, Anna, Albert, Allwis, Regina, Herman.
of nine children
Joseph and Martha. The family belongs to St. Michael's Catholic church.
lifelong
democrat,
Mr. Poeppelman is much interested in the political
As a
future of his party and loyally supports its candidates. He has never accepted
any public office for himself except membership on the school board as above
mentioned.
:

MAY

MARTZ, whose beautiful farm of 117 acres lies in
MRS. LILLY
Perry township, Shelby county, O., is a member of old and respected families
of the county, who for years have been numbered with the solid and reliable
residents. Mrs. Martz was born in Perry township and is a daughter of William A. and Rachel A. (Sturm) Ried, and a granddaughter of George and
Mary (Stout) Sturm. The second marriage of Mrs. Ried was to Samuel
Woolley, and to this marriage the following children were born: Mary Etta,
who is the wife of Edward Taylor; George A. John William; Martha Ellen,
who is the wife of William Develvis; Clarence Earl; Harley Thurman; Maggie Alberta, who is the wife of Charles Glick; Anna, who is the wife of William Hatcher; Adrian; and one who died at the age of fifteen years.
Lilly May Ried was educated in the public schools of Perry township and
carefully reared by a very capable mother.
On December 24, 1890, she was
married to Lee Martz, who is the son of Flavins and Mary (Weaver) Martz.
The parents of Mr. Martz were Champaign county people and he has one
sister, Jennie, who is the wife of Albert Harner; and two brothers, Michael,
who is older, and Lester, who is younger. Mr. and Mrs. Martz have two
children
Jennie May, who is the wife of Vernon Elliott and they have one
daughter, Verna May; and Guerna O'Feral, who married Harry M. Zimpfer.
;

:
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Mr. Martz and family belong to the United Brethren church. Politically he
is a democrat and fraternally belongs to the Odd Fellows, the Knights of the
Golden Eagle and the Red Men. He is numbered with the enterprising and
successful farmers and stock raisers of Perry township and he and family
have a wide circle of friends.

The well cultivated farm of ioo acres which lies
J. HENRY ALBERS.
on the east side of the North and South road, in section 4, Dirksen Special
School District, one-half mile west and one and one-half mile north of Fort
Loramie, O., in McLean township, Shelby county, O., is owned by J. Henry
He was born on the
Albers. one of the representative men of this section.
farm that adjoins this on the west, January 16, 1864, and is a son of H. H.
and Josephine Albers.
H. H. Albers was born in Germany and came to the United States and
He was married to Josephine N. Eneking, who
to Ohio when a young man.
was born in Auglaize county, and eight children were born to them, three of
whom are deceased. After marriage H. H. Albers and wife came to McLean
township and settled on the farm on which Mrs. Albers still resides, being now
He carried on farming there for a number of years
in her sixty-fifth year.
prior to his death, when agel fifty-two years, and was a very highly respected
man. He was influential in democratic politics and served as township supervisor and also as a member of the school board, and was a faithful member of
St. Joseph's Catholic church, to which his widow also belongs.
J.

Henry Albers obtained

his education in the

Dirksen Special School Dis-

and remained at home assisting his father until his own marriage, at
which time he bought his present farm from his mother and has continued
here ever since. He cleared about twenty acres of the land and yet has fifteen
acres in woodland, and has made many improvements including a first class
system of drainage and the erection of the commodious and comfortable
buildings.
He carries on mixed husbandry and raises cattle, paying close
attention to his industries and having the reputation of being very successful.
Mr. Albers was married to Miss Margaret Hoying, who was born in
McLean township, Shelby county, O., October 20, 1877, a daughter of Clemens and Bernadine Hoying, and they have the following children: Clemens,
Bernadine, Frances, Herman, Leo, Alphonse, Matilda and Estella. Mr.
Albers and family are members of St. Joseph's Catholic church at Egypt, O.
He is affiliated with the democratic party, as was his late father all his life,
and is serving in his second term as a member of the board of education in
trict

the Dirksen Special School District.

FRANK BORNHORST,

who

resides on his well-cultivated and improved

acres, which is situated in section 9, Dirksen School District.
township, was born in May, 1856, in Jackson township, Auglaize
county, O., and is a son of Joseph and Katie Bornhorst.
Frank Bornhorst attended school in Jackson township and afterward
worked as a farmer and after his marriage purchased his present farm of his

farm of eighty

McLean
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The land had been somewhat improved but
Mr. Bornhorst completed its clearings, all but five acres, which he retains
substantial
in woods, and erected all the
and comfortable buildings on the
place.
He carries on a general farming line and raises enough stock for his
own use and at all times is a busy man. He is at the head of a fine family,
nine sturdy children having been born to himself and wife and they all survive.
He married Miss Catherine Imholt, who was born at Cincinnati, O.,
a daughter of Anthony and Mary Imholt. both of whom died on this farm.
Mr. and Mrs. Bornhorst's children are as follows: Mary and Frances, twins,
Bernard, Herman. Bernadine, Amelia. Elizabeth, Anthony and Leo.
Mr.
Bornhorst and family are members of St. Michael's Catholic church. He is a
democrat in politics and has served in local offices with honesty and efficiency.
for two years being road superintendent and at present belonging to the
board of education of the Dirksen Special School District.
father-in-law,

Anthony Imholt.

BERNARD

SEGER, who is president of the board of education of Dirksen Special School District, McLean township, Shelby county, O., successfully
carries on general farming on his valuable tract of eighty acres, situated in
He is a son of
section 4, on which place he was torn January 9, 1862.
Clemens A. and Elizabeth Mary (Albers) Seger.
Clemens A. Seger was born in Germany and it was about the time of the
Civil war that he came to Shelby county and secured the farm under consideration, it then being entirely unimproved, in fact but a belt of woodland.
He worked hard to clear and improve his land but did not survive beyond
middle life, his death occurring in 1875, when he was aged but fifty-six years.
He was twice married, first to Bernandina Grieshop, and second to Elizabeth
Mary Albers. The first wife was the mother of Henry, Ferdinand, Bernard
To

the second marriage the following children were born
Bernard, John. Anthony, Josephine, Anna, Theresa,
Clemens and Joseph. The mother of the above children died January 29.
1902, at the age of sixty-six years and her burial, like that of her husband,
was in the Catholic cemetery at Minster, where they attended church.
Bernard Seger was only thirteen years of age when his father died.
With his brothers and sisters he had been attending school in the Dirksen
Special School District, but the death of his father made it necessary for him
to give the greater part of his time to work on the farm, which subsequently
became his property. He has developed it into one of the finest and best
improved forms of the township and has all cleared but ten acres. He put
up all the present handsome buildings and takes a pardonable amount of pride
Like his late father,
in his richly cultivated fields and in his herds and stock.
he is a democrat and has served several terms as road supervisor and for the
past three years has been a member of the Dirksen Special School District, of
which he is president. In this public office lie is associated with other leading'
men of the community. With Mr. Seger president, the district is fortunate
and the other members of the board are; Henry Fortman, clerk; August

and an infant

Herman,

son.

Elizabeth,

:
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Schmising, treasurer; and Henry J. Albers, Frank Bornhorst, and Bernard
Brandewie the other members.
Mr. Seger was married to Elizabeth Aspree, born in Germany, a daughter
of Henry and Agnes Aspree, and the following children have been born to
them: Mary, Frank, Ludwig, Charles, Johannah, Clemens, Edward, Albert
and Harold, all surviving except Mary and Johannah. Mr. Seger and family
The handsome home
are members of the Catholic church at Minster, O.
is situated on the east side of the Brandewie turnpike road.

ELISHA YOST, who is one of Sidney's most respected retired
occupying his comfortable residence which is located at No. 219
North Miami avenue, is one of the best known men of Shelby county, his
various activities during his earlier years, bringing him into business
and social relations with a very wide circle. He was born December 25.
citizens,

1837, in

Morgan

county, Va.

was seventeen years old Elisha Yost remained

in Virginia,
but early in December, 1856, accompanied his uncle, Rev. John Yost, to
Logan county, O., and remained with hm at Ouncy, until the spring of
1857, when he began work at the carpenter trade, having learned the
same with his brother before leaving Virginia. In Quincy he worked at
the trade with his cousins for a time and then, being curious to see
something of other parts of the state, accepted an offer from the American Tract Society and traveled through Logan, Shelby and Champaign
In Chamcounties for several months, selling that company's books.
paign county he found other relatives and worked for some of them as
a farmer, after which he purchased the carpenter tools of a cousin and
went into the building business, and continued until 1862, erecting many
houses and barns all through the country, and a Methodist Episcopal

Until he

church edifice in Champaign county.
In the spring of 1862 Mr. Yost moved to Shelby county, and here,
on August nth of that year, he entered the Union army for service in the
Civil war, enlisting as a private in Company H, Ninety-ninth Ohio Vol.
Inf., and was honorably discharged at the close of that long struggle.
During his first year he was. connected with the Army of the Cumberland
but then was transferred to the Pioneer Corps, that necessary branch
of the service that, among its many duties, had the responsibility of
Mr. Yost was present at the fall of
building the pontoon bridges.
Chattanooga and after that was transferred to the Veteran Volunteer
Engineers, which built fortifications and probably occupied a more dangerous position than any other body of soldiers, and was made up
Although for all these years he lived a life of
entirely of skilled men.
hazard, Mr. Yost escaped ail injuries and was finally mustered out at
In the
Nashville, Tenn., and returned to his home in Shelby county.
following September he was married and he and his wife resided with
on a
county,
Champaign
in
the latter's father until he built a residence
farm of 265 acres, which was purchased from his wife's brother and
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partly belonged to her, and on that farm they lived for twenty-two
years. While at Qnincy he had had some experience in the saw mill
business, and as he had fine water power on his Champaign county
property, he erected a saw mill there and successfully operated it and
also made a profitable business of raising tobacco.
When he sold his
Champaign county farm he moved to Palestine, Shelby county, where
he owned 400 acres, 200 of which he has sold.
In 1907 he came to
Sidney, where he has been a quiet but useful citizen ever since and a
liberal supporter of the Methodist Episcopal church, of which religious
body he has been a member since January 16, 1857.
On September 12, 1865, Mr. Yost was married to Miss Caroline
Weimer, a daughter of Peter and Christina (Dormire) Weimer. Peter
Weimer was born in Germany and when he came to the United States
as a boy was entirely dependent upon his own industry for a living.
After settling in Ohio and securing land he did not have enough capital
to enable him to buy a plough with which to break up his land and.it
was with the only farm implement that he had, a hoe, that he toiled until
he could sow wheat for his first crop. This lack of tools caused many
early settlers to grow discouraged and abandon the land which they
had worked hard to get, but Mr. Weimer was persevering in the face of
poverty and through his industry became prosperous and in the course of
years one of the large and successful farmers of his section. The mother
of Mrs. Yost was born in France.
To Mr. and Mrs. Yost the following children were born: Effie May,
who is the wife of Edward Miller, a farmer; Olive Myrtle, who is the
wife of Asbury Wilson Dora A., who is the wife of Marcus Partington
Caroline Belle, who is the wife of Lee Sergeant; Mary M., who is the
wife of Charles Leever and they live in Cincinnati Daisy Alberta, who
Norma Lavilla, who is a
is the wife of O. W. Cook, of Maplewood, O.
teacher of music, resides at home and Bonnie Loretta, who is deceased.
While never an aggressive politician. Mr. Yost has always taken a good
While living in Champaign county
citizen's interest in public affairs.
he served twelve years in the office of justice of the peace and afterward
served six years in the same office in Shelby county. For forty years
;

;

;

;

he has been identified with the Masonic fraternity.
C. ARKENBERG, who is a prominent citizen of McLean
township, Shelby county, O., resides on his improved farm of 200 acres, situated in section 10, one mile north of Fort Loramie, O. He was born in
McLean township. January 28, 1858, and is a son of Ferdinand and Elizabeth Arkenberg.
Ferdinand Arkenberg, the father, was born in Germany and was twentyHe found a home in Ohio,
five years old when he came to the United States.

FERDINAND

locating near Minster, in Auglaize county, later marrying and buying a farm
His wife, who was also a native of
in McLean township. Shelby county.
Germany, had lived in America from the age of six years. They became the
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parents of five sons and two daughters, of which family two sons and one
daughter are deceased. Ferdinand Arkenberg and wife both died when aged
They were laid to rest in the cemetery attached to the Minsixty-five years.
ster Catholic church, of which they were early members, later transferring
In
their membership to St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie.
politics Ferdinand Arkenberg was a democrat and at one time served with
honest efficiency in the office of road supervisor in his township.

Ferdinand C. Arkenberg attended school all through boyhood, first in the
Dirksen Special School District and also at Minster and Fort Loramie, and
then naturally assumed farm duties on the homestead, where he remained until
One year afterward he moved to
his marriage, when he settled at Minster.
his present farm, which is a part of the old home place, and has continued
hgre ever since. The present substantial buildings were on the place when it
came into his possession, with the exception of a fine barn which Mr. Arkenberg put up in 1910, after the former one was destroyed by fire. This was
destroyed by fire also but he has erected one which he completed in December,
In addition to general farming and stock raising, Mr. Arkenberg has
19 1 2.
a source of income from a valuable gravel pit on the place, from which he has
sold material for turnpike construction for many years. This farm has many
On
historic associations clinging to it as it is the site of old Fort Loramie.
numerous occasions as its present owner has turned furrows in the soil as
his plow has been driven back and forth, he has found souvenirs of old days
and as gathered together they make a very interesting collection and are natIncluded in this collection are
urally very highly prized by Mr. Arkenberg.
about twenty cannon balls, suggestive of less peaceful times than the present,
and several pieces of silver. He has found three fifty cent coins bearing dates
of 1776, 1777 and 1778; one dollar piece dated 1780 and a shilling bearing the
date of 1805. On the south side of the farm is an area of 40x40 feet, which
was long since dedicated to cemetery purposes and around which Mr. Arkenberg has planted

trees.

Mr. Arkenberg was married to Miss Mary Ortman, a daughter of Bernard and Sophia Ortman, of Auglaize county, and while living at Minster
one son, Frank, was born, the family being increased since coming to the farm
Rosa, Joseph, Ferdinand, Julia. Albert, Herbert
by the following children
and Lawrence. Mr. Arkenberg and family are members of St. Michael's
Catholic church. In politics he has always been a democrat. The high
esteem in which he is held by his fellow citizens is indicated by the confidence
they long have shown in him in reference to educational matters. He served
:

as a

member

of the Berlin Special School District three terms of three years
is now treasurer of the board.

and two terms of four years each and
;

DAVID

PRCDEN,

general agent for the Union Central Life Insurance Company of Cincinnati, O., for Shelby and Miami counties, for a number
of years has been a resident of Sidney, where he has had business interests.
He was born on a farm in Orange township, Shelby county, O., December 29,
1836, and is a son of Peter and Anna (Amos) Pruden.

M.
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Peter Pruden was probably born at Elizabeth, N. J., and was a shoemaker
by trade, later became a farmer. He was married in Benton county, Ky.,
where his wife, Anna Amos, was born, and they came to Orange township,
Shelby county, and both died on the home farm. On this farm David M.
Pruden was reared and resided until he was forty-six years of age when he
came to Sidney. Here he embarked in the farm implement business and also
engaged in handling wool. For the last twenty years he has been connected
with the above standard insurance company and probably few men are better

known

than he in the territory his business interests cover.
In 1879 Mr. Pruden was married to Miss Anna M. Thompson, who was
Washington township, Shelby county, a daughter of Davis Thompson,
in
born
Nellie, who died at the age of
and three children were born to them, namely
Sadie, who died
twenty-five years, was the wife of Clifford Livingstone
when aged twenty-three years and Catherine. Mr. Pruden is identified fraternally with the Masons, the Elks and the Knights of Pythias.
:

;

;

WILLIAM

CASHNER, a highly respected citizen and retired farmer
of Shelby county, who occupies his comfortable residence situated on South
Ohio avenue, Sidney, was born in Dinsmore township, Shelby county, O.,
April 23, 1843, and is a son of John and Barbara (Walburn) Cashner.
John Cashner and wife were born in Pennsylvania and were married
there a short time before coming to Ohio. They settled in Montgomery county
and spent one year on a farm south of Dayton and about 1833 came to Shelby
county, settling on a heavily wooded tract of land in Dinsmore township.
They were among the first white settlers and found many Indians remaining
in this section, while, for years afterward, wolves hctvled unpleasantly near
the farm-house at night and a close watch had to be maintained to prevent the
deer coming from the forest and pawing out the winter wheat. Game was
plentiful and there was no lack of food, but other pioneer conditions brought
many hardships which only courage and brave endurance could overcome.
John Cashner died on this place when aged but fifty years, but his widow,
Their
of more robust constitution, survived into her eighty-seventh year.
original farm contained forty acres, to which Mr. Cashner had added twenty
acres.

William Cashner was about nine years old when his father died and he
then accompanied his mother to Champaign county, where they lived for two
years, in i860 returning to Shelby county. Choice and immediate opportunity
made a farmer of Mr. Cashner and after coming back to his native county
he worked for more than a year for John Bush, south of Sidney, and afterward for other farmers over the county for twenty-six years. He then
invested in farm land in Wood county, O., on which he lived for three years
when he disposed of it and for two more years rented a farm in Orange townFrom there he
ship, Shelby county, belonging to an uncle, Benjamin Wirt.
went to Auglaize county and lived on a rented farm for seven years and then
returned to the former farm in Orange township, which he rented for nine
more years, and in 1894 purchased it and continued to reside there until June.
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Sidney and retired from active life. Shortly
afterward he sold his farm, which he had greatly improved, realizing $12,000,
which was a profitable investment as he had paid but $5,000 for the property.
In 1873 Mr. Cashner was married to Miss Valerie L. Rush, a daughter of
She was born in Franklin township, Shelby
Jesse and Jane (Martin) Rush.
county, O., but her father was born in Pennsylvania and her mother in New
York. They were married in Greene county, O., and for many years lived
comfortably as farmers in Franklin township, Shelby county, where the father
Mr. and Mrs. Cashner have three
died in 1866 and the mother in 1888.
children: Charles C, who is clerk in the Oliver Hotel at South Bend, Ind.
Nellie Jane, who is the wife of Milton Haney, a farmer in Orange township,
and they have one child, William Don and William Dow, who is a bookkeeper in the great commercial house of Montgomery Ward & Co., Chicago,
111.
Mr. Cashner and wife are members of the Presbyterian church. Although
ever a wide awake and interested citizen, Mr. Cashner has never been very
active in political life and never accepted any public office except membership
on the school board in Orange township.
1910,

his

in

;

EDWARD

F. STALEY, proprietor of Staley's Bakery at No. 714 Spruce
Sidney, O., where he is doing a very satisfactory business, has had an
experience in this line that covers twenty-one years. He was born on a farm
east of Anna Station, O., May 23, 1869, and is a son of Joseph and Mary J.
(Kerst) Staley. Joseph Staley was born in Shelby county, a son of Emanuel
Staley, the latter of whom was a native of South Carolina and an early settler
in Montgomery county, O., from which section he came to Shelby county.
Joseph Staley followed farming all his life and died on his farm, after which
his widow moved to Anna, where her death occurred.
Edward F. Staley attended the country schools and remained on the home
farm until he was twenty years of age. Then he decided to learn the baking
business and worked in a bakery at Anna Station for two years, after which
he went to New London, O., later to Wapakoneta, then to Lima, and from
there to Winchester, Ind., working at his trade at all these points. Mr. Staley
has been a resident of Sidney for six years, in 1910 purchasing the bakery
which George Ehrhardt had been operating here for seven years. Mr. Staley
has a clean, commodious and sanitary bakery, and the extent of his patronage
may be judged when it is asserted that he turns out from 1200 to 1400 loaves
street,

of bread a day, beside quantities of other goods, and requires the assistance
of two bakers. His range of customers covers so large a territory, both in
and outside the city, that Mr. Staley now makes use of an automobile for
his deliveries.

Mr. Staley was married to Miss Sophia F. Prefer, of New Knoxville,
Auglaize county, O., a daughter of Joseph Prefer, a well-known resident of
that section, and they have five children: Vida, Minnie, Wilbur, Ethel and
Everett.
Mr. Staley and family are members of the Methodist Episcopal
He is identified with the Odd Fellows.
church.
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WEYMER,

who is a well-known citizen and farmer of Washington
J. W.
township, Shelby county, O., operating his farm of 150 acres, situated six
and one-half miles southwest of Sidney, was born in Washington township.
June 2, 1850, and is a son of Michael and Mary (Barnes) Weymer.
Michael Weymer was probably of German extraction but was born in
New York and from there came to Shelby county in 1838, locating at that
time in Washington township where the remainder of his life was spent, his
death occurring in 1877, at the age of sixty-seven years. He was married to
Mary Barnes in New York and they came by wagon to this section and in
Seven children were
the early days endured many pioneer deprivations.
born to them and all reached maturity with one exception, there now being
but two survivors, J. W. and Carrie. One daughter, Mary A., married John
who died in February, 1895. Mrs. Alexander died in May,
J. Alexander,
1900.
J. W. Weymer obtained his schooling in Washington township and from
assisted his father on the home farm. Since 1877 he has been operating his present property and also manages his sister's farm of 100 acres.
The residence occupied by Mr. Weymer and also by his sister, was built by
a brother-in-law, the late John J. Alexander, who owned and operated this
general agricultural line is carried on including grain growing and
farm.

boyhood

A

stock raising.

Mr. Weymer married Miss Ida M. Burnett, a member of one of the early
families of Shelby county, and they have one son, Clarence, who has been
given collegiate advantages at Ada, O., and who assists his father. Mr. and
Mrs. Weymer are members of the Methodist Episcopal church at Lockington.
In politics Mr. Weymer is a democrat. He has never desired political office
but has always taken an interest in the agricultural development of the county
and has served as a director of the Agricultural Association. He belongs to
the fraternal order of Maccabees.
D. W. SCOTT, whose valuable farm of ninety-five acres is situated four
and one-half miles southwest of Sidney, O., in a fertile and favorable section
of Washington township, was born in 1863 in Washington township, Shelby
county, O., and is a son of John and Elle (Higgins) Scott.
John Scott, who is one of the highly esteemed retired residents of Washington township, where he owns a farm of 140 acres, was born in Shelby
county and has spent his life here. He was married first to Ellen Higgins and
D. W., Samuel and Mrs. Hunt, Samuel being
they had three children
Mr. Scott was married (second) to Jennie Stewart and the two
deceased.
His third marriage was to Callie
children of that union are both deceased.
Stewart, to which there was no issue.
D. W. Scott obtained his education in the public schools and afterward,
For
for some years, worked in different sections by the month, for farmers.
two years after his marriage he was associated with bis father and then spent
four years in Miami county. In 1898 he purchased his present farm which
he devotes to stock raising and general farming, mainly grain growing.
:
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Mr. Scott married Miss Cora Valentine and they have two children
Ella and John.
Mr. and Mrs. Scott are members of the United Brethren
church at Lockington. In politics he is a republican and at one time served as
township trustee. The Scotts are representative people of Washington township.

VAN

RIPER, captain of Company L, Third Ohio
CAPT. JAMES L.
National Guard, and city auditor of Sidney, O., is one of the prominent young
of Shelby county and one in whom Sidney takes a proprietary interest
as he was born here on August i~, 1884, and has made his native place the
scene of his interests. He is a son of William L. and Margaret (Lampher)
Van Riper, the former of whom is agent for the United States Express Commen

pany in this city.
James L. Van Riper attended the public schools of Sidney and was graduated from the Sidney high school in 1902, at that time accepting a position
in the office of the American Steel Scraper Company, where he continued for
five and one-half years, when he accepted, in 1907, the position of secretary
with the Standard Clutch Manufacturing Company, with which he remained
until his resignation in 191 1.
In the meanwhile he had become interested in
public affairs and politics and became the candidate on the republican ticket
for city auditor, to which office he was elected with a large majority, being
the only one of his political complexion elected on the city ticket. A patriotic
sentiment suggested his uniting with the state militia and on July 1, 1907,
he enlisted as a private in Company L, Third Regiment, Ohio National
Guards, and he was quickly discovered to possess military qualities which
resulted in his promotion. On July 22. 1907, he was appointed corporal, and
on March 20, 1908, was advanced to the rank of sergeant, on April 22 following being made first sergeant and on January 6, 1910, was commissioned first
On January 26, 191 1, he succeeded Caplieutenant by Governor Harmon.
tain Douglas and has command of a fine body of fifty-six men, his being the
largest as well as one of the best drilled companies at the annual encampment
in 1912.
Although a stern disciplinarian, Captain Van Riper has the universal devotion of his men and they form a very effective section of the Third
regiment.

Captain

tions, including the

Van Riper is identified with several fraternal organizaKnights of Pythias and the Foresters.

ANTHONY

BARHORST, who is a very enterprising and successful
farmer of McLean township and a member of one of the old and respected
Catholic families here, was born in McLean township, Shelby county, O.,
March 1, 1884, and is a son of Henry and Elizabeth (Grieshop) Barhorst.
Henry Barhorst was born at Stein feldt, Oldenberg, Germany, September
30, 1828, and came to the United States when sixteen years of age. settling
on a farm west of Loramie, O., and after his marriage he followed farming
there for ten years and later acquired a large body of land, at the time of
death, August 22, 1906, owning 240 acres. He was a man of high standing
in

McLean township and

for fifteen years served as a township trustee.

On
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June 5, 1855, he married Elizabeth Grieshop, who was born at Denklage,
Germany, January 7, 1838, and was brought to America in her ninth year.
Her people settled in Mercer county, O., where she lived until her marriage
took place at Loramie. She died on the home farm in McLean township, August 23, 1908. They were faithful members of St. Michael's Catholic church at
Fort Loramie and were known all through the parish for their many fine
qualities.
They had eleven children
Henry, Herman, John, Bernard,
Joseph, Anthony, Mary, Catherine and Rose, being those named, and of these,
Herman, Joseph, Mary, Catherine and Rose are deceased.
Anthony Barhorst was educated in the Sherman Special School District
and has followed farming ever since reaching manhood. After marriage he
settled on his farm of 100 acres, which is situated in section 11, McLean
township, four miles southeast of Fort Loramie, which he bought of George
Babylon. He remodeled the residence and has added buildings as his large
agricultural operations have made necessary and has all his land in tillable
:

condition except twelve acres of woodland.

Mr. Barhorst was married January 22, 1907, to Miss Josephine Debrosse.
in Loramie township, a daughter of Irenus and Margaret
(Esthman) Debrosse, and four children have been born to them: an infant
daughter who did not long survive; and Irenus Henry, Agnes B. and John
Mr. Barhorst and family belong to St. Michael's Catholic church.
Robert.
He is a democrat in his political views and takes a good citizen's interest in

who was born

public matters.

BURKHART, one of the leading business men of Sidney, conducting a first class shoe store, in the Burkhart block, on Xorth Main avenue,
is an experienced shoe and leather man, having been engaged in this line
since 1879, when he and his brother became partners with their father, one
of the pioneer business men of the city. He was born at Spring Hill, Champaign county, O., September 13, 1857, and is a son of John and Mary Ann
The parents were born and reared in Germany and
(Berner) Burkhart.

JOHN

came to the United States and settled first
Quincy, O., but later moved to Spring Hill, and in 1865 came to Sidney.
father was an expert shoemaker, having learned his trade in Germany and
continued active in business until his death in 1902. He was a successful
business man; not only erected the Burkhart block on North Main avenue.
He left three
but also owned the two-story brick building directly north.
sons:
William, John and E. E., the last named serving for eight years as
mayor of the city of Dayton. O.
John Burkhart was educated in the Sidney schools and among his earliest
recollections are events connected with his father's shoe store in which he
assisted as he grew older, and in 1879 ne an^ brother William became partIn 1880 the firm erected the Burkhart block, a fine
ners with their father.
three-story brick building with basement, which Mr. Burkhart now owns,
having purchased his brother's interest in 1904. The other real estate owned
shortly after marriage, in 1850,

at

The
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and

in the

heart of the business district.
At Sidney, Mr. Burkhart was married to Miss Mary Kraft, a daughter of
George Kraft, and they have one daughter, Stella, who is the wife of Prof.
L. J. Meyerholtz, a well-known teacher of music here and the leader of the
Sidney band. As a citizen Mr. Burkhart has been public spirited and enterprising, has served usefully in the city council and was a member of Sidney's
first board of public service.
He maintains fraternal relations with the order
of Eagles and belongs also to the Elks and is a trustee of the local lodge of this
organization.
E. M. BAKER, a leading citizen of Green township, formerly a justice
of the peace, resides on his valuable farm of seventy-five acres, which lies ten
miles southeast of Sidney. He was born in Clark county, O., in 1863, and is
a son of C. W. and Mary A. (Wells) Baker.
C. W. Baker was born in Maryland and was four years old when his
parents brought him to Ohio. He was reared in Clark county and followed
fanning there for many years and continued to be an agriculturist after moving to Shelby county, where he died in his seventy-ninth year. He married
Mary A. Wells, who was born in Champaign county, O., and five children
were born to them, namely: N. H. and W. B.. both of whom live in Green
township Forrest, who is deceased E. M. and Mrs. Bertha A. Pence.
E. M. Baker was educated mainly in the public schools of Shelby county.
enjoying two terms also at Lebanon, O., after which he became a school
teacher and more or less continuously devoted himself to educational work
for twenty-five years, practically in Shelby county with three terms in Miami
county. As a teacher he was considered very efficient and his acquaintance
extends all over both counties and his friends are in every section. In 1905
he moved on the farm on which he resides and in retiring from educational
work he turned his attention to the improvement and development of his
property.
With the exception of the residence, all the substantial buildings
on the place have been put here by Mr. Baker, and it has been so remodeled
that it has many desirable modern comforts and conveniences. General farming and stock raising are carried on and Mr. Baker is proving that an educated
man makes a very successful farmer.
Mr. Baker married Miss Clara Moon and they have two children
O. H.
and C. L., both of whom reside at home. In politics Mr. Baker is identified
with the republican party.
;

;

;

:

E. W. PARTINGTON, a successful general farmer of Green township.
Shelby county, O., residing nine miles southeast of Sidney, where he owns
118^ acres of excellent land, the old home place, was born here and has the
privilege of being associated with the old familiar landmarks that he can

remember

since childhood.

Edward W. Partington married Miss Ora D. Middlekauff, who was born
They have no children and now live retired. Mr. Partington

in Indiana.
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finding enougli to still occupy his time in overseeing his large property. During his active years he carried on general fanning and stock raising and his
land still brings him a satisfactory income.
He still occupies the residence
his father built but has made many improvements. Mr. Partington has always
been a democrat although he has never been willing to accept office, but his
judgment is valued by his fellow citizens and is often consulted. Mr. and

Mrs. Partington have a wide

circle

of friends.

HOWELL,

one of the representative men of Orange township,
Shelby county, O., residing on his excellent farm of 135 acres, named
Cedar Hill, situated six miles south of Sidney, O., was born in Hancock
county, 111., and is a son of James A. and Ellen (Slaughter) Howell.
James A. Howell was born in Ohio and reared to manhood here.
Prior to his marriage he moved to Illinois and remained there and in
P. A.

Iowa some six years. After he returned to his native state, he located
in Miami county and lived there and in Shelby county until 1900, when
he removed to Richmond, Ind., where he now lives retired. He married
Ellen Slaughter, and of their six children five survive.
P. A. Howell was educated in the schools of Miami and Shelby
counties, being aged four years when his parents came to Ohio from
Iowa. At the age of sixteen he was granted a certificate to teach, being
at that time the youngest person ever given a teacher's certificate in
his home county.
He however preferred the farm and began life for
Fearing no amount of hard work and never
himself as a farm hand.
turning back when encountering difficulties and adversity, although still
a young man, he has succeeded in establishing himself on one of the
most productive farms of Orange township, being considered one of the
For a number of years Mr.
substantial citizens of the community.
Howell has been engaged frequently in lecture work before Farmers'
Institutes, and Cedar Hill farm, on which he has resided since 1900, is
surely an example of what may be accomplished by modern methods and
systematic effort in increasing the productiveness of a run down farm.
He makes a specialty of breeding draft horses and raising potatoes and
also has for a number of years been engaged in buying and shipping potatoes, being the founder in this vicinity of an industry amounting to many
thousands of dollars annually to the farmers of the county. Mr. Howell

one of the progressive agriculturists of this section, undoubtedly is
prospering, and is in every sense of the word a self made man. In politics
he is a democrat but has never accepted any offices except in connection
with the public schools and has served several years on the school board,
and for five of these was clerk.
Mr. Howell was married to Miss Dora C. Voress, only daughter of J.
F. Voress, one of the well known residents of Shelby county, and they
have four children: Mabel, Walter, Violet, and Ethel. Mr. Howell and
family belong to the Christian church.
is

P.

A.

HOWKLL
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Arling, and
ARLING, who is one of the heirs of the late
vvho, with his brothers, Henry and Frank Arling, carry on the agricultural
activities of the homestead, where they have 170 acres of fine land, was born
on this farm, situated in section 12, McLean township, Shelby county, O.

Henry

is a son of Henry and Mary (Fischer) Arling.
Henry Arling was born and reared in Auglaize county, O., and died on the
present home farm in August, 1906, at the age of sixty-six years. He was a
faithful member of the Catholic church and an upright man in every relation
of life. His first marriage was in Auglaize county, to Elizabeth Leining and
Bernard, who lives at Fort Loramie, O. and Elizathey had two children
After his first
beth, who is the wife of Frank Rethman, of the same place.
marriage, Henry Arling lived at Minster until he bought his farm of 170

He

;

:

McLean

township, Shelby county, a tract that had been but little
wife died on this farm and his second marriage was to
Mary Fischer, who was born in McLean township, a daughter of John Fischer.
lives
on the old homestead, and she and her children all
Mrs. Arling still
belong to St. Michael's Catholic church. To the above marriage eight children were born, namely: John, Henry, Rosa, Katie, Anna, Frank, Caroline
and Loretta, all of whom survive except Anna.
John Arling and his brothers and sisters attended the schools near home
and the sons of the family have all become capable farmers, industriously
The
carrying on general farming and raising livestock, cattle and hogs.
old home sufficed until 1909 when it was replaced by a more commodious and
comfortable one, erected by Mr. Arling and his two brothers. On this farm
there are gravel pits which have supplied the material for the building of three
turnpike roads but they have not been operated since 1910.
John Arling
and brothers, like their late father, are all stanch democrats.
acres in

improved.

JOHN

His

first

W. LOCHARD, who now

lives in

comfortable retirement at Sid-

ney, O., for many years was an extensive farmer in Salem township, where
he still retains 240 acres of highly improved land, a fine farm that lies six

and one-half miles northeast of Sidney. He was born in Champaign county,
O., March 18, 1855, and is a son of Thomas and Eliza (Ellis) Lochard
The parents of John W. Lochard were born in Virginia and were married
shortly after removing with their people to West Liberty, Logan county, O.
They moved then to Champaign county where they continued to live until
1874, when they came to Shelby county and the father bought 160 acres of land
in Salem township on which he died in 1879, the mother surviving until 1881.
After the death of both parents, John W. Lochard bought the interests of the
other heirs and subsequently added more land until, as above mentioned, he
has 240 acres, all in one body. During the succeeding years Mr. Lochard
replaced all the old buildings with modern ones and his residence is an unIn
usually fine example of rural architecture with attractive surroundings.
addition to general farming Mr. Lochard gave considerable attention to raising high grade hogs and cattle.
Although a busy man all his active life he
never neglected any duty of citizenship, and his neighbors frequently showed
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their confidence in him by electing him to local offices and for seven years he
served as a trustee of Salem, township. In 1905 he was elected a county commissioner on the democratic ticket and continued in this responsible office
until 191 1, in the spring of which year he came to Sidney.
Mr. Lochard married Miss Clara Belle Murphy, a daughter of H. C. and
Nancy Murphy, farming people of Franklin township, Shelby county, and
four children have been born to them, namely: Laura Celia, who is the wife
of George L. Kraft, and they have one daughter, Virginia Mabel Clare, who
is the wife of Dr. Fred McVay, of Botkins, O.
the third daughter, who died
at the age of eleven years, and Hazel Ellen, who lives at home.
Mr. Lochard
and family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. He is identified
with several fraternal bodies that have a large and representative membership in this section, including the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of
Khorassan.
;

;

WILLIAM H. McCLOSKEY. a retired farmer and well known citizen of
Shelby county, who has occupied his handsome residence on South Main
avenue, Sidney, since March. 1909, still retains possession of two valuable
farms situated in Perry township, aggregating 120 acres. He was born in
Orange township, Shelby county, O.. January 17. 1857, and is a son of Josiah
W. and Sarah (Barklow) McCloskey.
Josiah W. McCloskey was born at Maysville, Ky., and was sixteen years
old when he accompanied his father, Michael McCloskey. to Shelby county,
who settled first in Orange township but afterward lived in both Green and
Clinton townships and then returned to Orange township where he and wife
died on the same day. Josiah \Y. McCloskey grew to manhood in this county
and married Sarah Barklow, a daughter of John Barklow. who came here
about 1836. Mr. McCloskey bought his first farm in Orange township about
the time of marriage and afterward owned several valuable tracts of land.
His death occurred in March, 1890, at the age of seventy years.
William H. McCloskey attended the district schools in boyhood and
remained on the home farm in Orange township until he was thirty years
old and then moved to Perry township where he had bought a farm.
Three
years later he was united in marriage to Miss Nora E. Redinbo, a daughter
Andrew
Redinbo,
of
and they have one daughter, Myrle. She was married in
October, 191 1, to Charles Louis Eichel, a business man of Sidney. Mr. and
Mrs. McCloskey resided in Perry township until his retirement, carrying on
general farming until 1887, when he went into the threshing business and continued until 1904, after which for five years, he again devoted his attention
entirely to his farm activities.
In politics Mr. McCloskey has always been
identified with the republican party and at times has been elected to township
offices on this ticket, serving as township trustee, and also for six years has
held the position of deputy state supervisor of elections.
For many years he
has had fraternal interests which include membership with the Knights of
Pythias, the Knights of Khorassan and the Elks.
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PARTINGTON,

E.
who has been a lifelong resident of Shelby county,
O., resides on his valuable and well improved farm of 156 acres, which lies
in Green township, one mile east of Plattsville.
He was born one and one-

M.

half miles southeast
Partington.

of this place and

a

is

son

of

Edwin and Jemima

Edward Partington was born in Union county, Ind., in 1831 and came
Green township, Shelby county, with his mother when nine years old and
remained here during the subsequent years of his life, dying in 1905. He
was a man of high standing in his community and was widely known. His
widow, who still survives, was born in 1831, and six children were born to
them: Joseph, who lives near Middletown John D., who lives at Midway,
Shelby county; Mrs. Mary Middleton; William E., who lives at Sidney;
Edwin W., who operates the homestead farm; and M. E.
M. E. Partington remained on the home farm during his boyhood while
attending school and afterward until 1900, but when he married he came to
this farm which his father owned, and bought it in 1906, and here carries on
farming and stock raising very successfully.
In 1900 Mr. Partington was married to Miss Dora Yost, who is a daughter of Elisha Yost, of one of the old pioneer families, and they have two children: Florence and Myron.
They are members of the Christian church.
In politics Mr. Partington is a democrat.
to

;

JOHN E. DORSEY, one of the representative men of Green township,
Shelby county, O., and a member of one of the pioneer families of this section,
on his farm of ninety acres, situated twelve miles southeast of Sidney.
He was born in 1854, on a part of his father's land lying immediately across
the road from his present farm, and is a son of Snowden D. and a grandson
of John Dorsey.
Snowden D. Dorsey was born on the farm above mentioned which his
father had secured from the government, and as he grew old enough helped
Snowden D. Dorsey
his father to clear the 160 acres from its wild state.
was both farmer and carpenter. His death occurred in 1894, on his farm
east of where he was born in 1825.
He was thrice married, first to Margaret
His second
J. Dodson, who, at death, left two sons Edward C. and John E.
marriage was to Sarah Shaw, who died without issue, and he then married
born
Anna M. Mathers and two sons were
to that union
Samuel M. and
Charles M.
John E. Dorsey attended the district schools and afterward continued to
assist his father and remained on the old homestead until 1892, when he purchased his present land. This property he greatly improved, building a comfortable and commodious residence and otherwise changing and rearranging
structures so that everything was made convenient and now has one of the fine
farms of this section. He married Miss Mary E. Licklider and they have six
children, namely: Edward E.,. Harry F., Bonnie F., William S., Bessie M.
and Bertha M. Mr. Dorsey has always been an active citizen so far as taking
an interest in all law abiding movements is concerned, but he votes indepenresides

:

:
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dently.

His fellow

citizens,

however, have

many

times

shown

their apprecia-

by electing him to local offices and he has served
on the school board, as township assessor, as township trustee and as turnpike
superintendent. He is a man of social tastes and is identified fraternally with
the Knights of the Golden Eagle and the Improved Order of Red Men.
tion of his sterling character

FLINT L. HUBBELL, M. D., physician and surgeon, has been engaged
professionally at Sidney, O., since 1905, and has built up a very satisfactory
practice, making a specialty of surgery.
He was born at Quincy, O., January
9, 1879, and is a son of Dr. James A. and a grandson of Hezekiah Hubbell.
It is a long way back to the times of Grandfather Hubbell as he was one
of the earliest pioneers of Shelby county. He was a shoemaker by trade and
for a short time followed the same when Sidney was but a village. He was a
great hunter and the family tradition is that in one winter alone he killed a
bear and forty-three deer on the present site of Sidney. His son, Dr. James
A. Hubbell, still resides at Quincy, where he has practiced medicine continuously for the past forty years, his father having died there.
Flint L. Hubbell was reared at Quincy and in the home of his grandfather
near by, receiving his educational training in the Quincy schools and after
completing his course in the high school entered the Ohio Normal University
at Ada, O., where he was graduated in 1896.
For two years afterward he
conducted a drug store at Quincy and in 1898 entered Starling Medical College at Columbus, where he was graduated with the class of 1901.
He
returned to Quincy and engaged in medical practice there, in the meanwhile
continuing his scientific studies which included several post graduate courses
He was an interne for six
prior to coming to Sidney, February 22, 1904.
months at Bellevue Hospital, New York, and on July 4, 1904, was graduated
from the Chicago Clinical School. Dr. Hubbell's enthusiasm for his profession induced further study and he completed a post graduate course in 1912,
He is identified with
at the Chicago Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital.
the leading medical organizations of the country, belonging to the Shelby
County Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical Society, the American Medical Association and the International Associations of Surgeons.
Dr. Hubbell was married at Sidney to a daughter of John F. Horr, who,
Dr. Hubbell is a memat present is a government official at Jacksonville, Fla.
ber of the Elks and is a thirty-second degree Mason.

HETZLER,

whose extensive agricultural operations are carried on
acres, situated in Green township, and on a farm of 121
one mile further north, which belongs to himself and sister, is
a member of one of the old and respected county families. He was born
October 20, 1877, at Hetzler's Corners, in Orange township, Shelby county,
O., and is a son of George F. and Orilla F. (Sanders) Hetzler.
George F. Hetzler was born and reared in Orange township, Shelby
county, and lived and died on the place where his father, Christian Hetzler,
had also been born, whose father, George F. Hetzler, had come to this place
V. C.

his

farm of 214

acres, located
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from New Jersey, securing the land from the government when this locality
was first opened up for settlement. Grandmother Hetzler was a member of
the old Lemon family, which came early to Shelby county. The great-grandfather's farm was never out of the Hetzler name until it was sold in 1912,
but the grandfather's farm is still held by the Hetzlers. George F. Hetzler,
father of V. C., followed farming until his health failed, his death occurring at
the early age of twenty-eight years. He married Orilla F. Sanders, who died
November 21, 1912, their two children being: V. C. and Harriet, the latter
being the wife of Roscoe Laymaster, who is in business at St. Mary's. They

Dorothea, Florence and Harold.
Since his school days, V. C. Hetzler has been occupied with farming and
stock raising and carries on his large undertakings with very satisfying results.
The death of his mother has increased his ownership of land, he now having
204 acres in Green township, eighty-three acres where he lives and 121 acres
one mile north. He married Miss Sylvia Woodmancy and they have three
In his political attitude Mr.
children Gladys F., Rachel E. and Doris L.
Hetzler prefers to be independent but takes a good citizen's interest in all local
With his family he
matters and served three years on the school board.
Fraternally he is identified with the Odd
belongs to the Christian church.
Fellows.

have three children

:

:

FRED McNEIL,

general farmer and stock raiser, who owns a valuable
Orange township, situated five and one-half miles
southwest of Sidney, was born in Montgomery county, O., August 23, 1866.
and is a son of Milton and Elizabeth (Boyer) McNeil.
Milton McNeil was born in Montgomery county, O., where he grew to
manhood and after his first marriage moved to Missouri and lived there for

farm of sixty acres

in

six years and then came to Shelby county and settled on the farm now owned
by his son and continued to live here until his death, when aged seventy-six
years.
His first marriage was to Frances Boyer and they had four children

Mary Frances, Jacob, Lucretia and Martin, the last two being deceased.
His second marriage was to Elizabeth Boyer, a sister of his first wife, and
two children were born to them
Fred and Jessie, the latter of whom died
in Missouri.
The mother died in February, 19 12, at the age of eighty-four
:

years.

Fred McNeil obtained his education in the public schools, and farming
and stock raising have been the industries to which he had devoted his time
and attention ever since and for the past thirty years he has lived on his
present place. The buildings were all put up during his father's time and he
has kept them in repair and has done other improving.
Mr. McNeil was married to Miss Hannah W. Weatherhead, who was
born in Miami county, O., and they have two children: Milton, who gives
his father assistance
and Jessie, who resides at home. Mr. McNeil and
family attend the United Brethren church. Politically he is a democrat and
;

at present

is

serving as a

member

of the township school board.
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JOSEPH DANIEL BARNES,

a leading

member

of the bar at Sidney,

where he enjoys a fine practice and is a representative and stable citizen, was
born in Adams township, Champaign county, O., June 14, 1869, and is a son
of John H. and Mary (Hubbell) Barnes.
John H. Barnes was born at Hedgesville, W. Va., in 1845, and died April
13, 1907, in Ohio, to which state his father, Michael Barnes, had brought
him when a motherless boy of two years. Michael Barnes settled at what was
known as Mosquito Lake, Champaign county, where he acquired land and
there John H. Barnes was reared and a year after marriage moved to Logan
county, later returning to Champaign county and in 1884 moved to Sidney.
He was a well-known, reputable citizen, a member of the Episcopal church and
He married Mary Hubbell, in 1867,
a democrat in his political connection.
a daughter of Hezekiah and Sarah (Johnson) Hubbell, of Quincy, where Mr.
Hubbell was a merchant. Three children were born to John H. Barnes and
wife, two of whom died in infancy.
Joseph Daniel Barnes attended the public schools in Champaign county
and later the Sidney high school, subsequently entering the Cincinnati Law
School, where he was graduated in May, 1890, afterward spending one year
in the law office of Davies & Hoskins, at Sidney.
Mr. Barnes then opened a
law office in the Thompson building, at Sidney, and continued alone in practice
formed
partnership
until July, 1909, when he
a
with D. F. Mills, which association continues under the firm style of Barnes & Mills.
For twenty-two
years Mr. Barnes has been engaged honorably in the practice of his profession
times
this
city
and
at
has
accepted
public
office
in
when tendered him, serving
efficiently as city solicitor from 1892 until 1895, and as prosecuting attorney
from 1895 until 1901. He has ever been an active and interested citizen and
an ardent supporter of the principles of the democratic party, for a number of
years being entrusted with party management as chairman of the Shelby
County Democratic Central Committee. He has four farms in his charge,
but otherwise devotes himself entirely to his profession.
In December, 1900, Mr. Barnes was married to Miss Raeburn Eppler, a
daughter of Thomas W. and Mary (Miller) Eppler. His fraternal connections include membership with the Masons, Odd Fellows, and the Elks.
He
maintains his office in the court house at Sidney, and owns an attractive and

comfortable residence.

WILLIAM A. PERRY, president and general manager of the Sidney
Steel Scraper Company at Sidney, O., an enterprise of large importance,
backed by ample capital and officered with men of business experience and
reliability, was born in Union county, Ind., November 24, 1865, and is a son
of Russell Biglow and Eliza (Rider) Perrv.
The father of Mr. Perry died when he was four years old and his widowed
mother moved then to Hamilton, O., where, eight years later she married
John Laughlin and shortly afterward the family removed to Sidney, where
Mr. Laughlin became the head of the Sidney School Furniture Company.
Mr. Perry was twelve years old when the family came to this city and here
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he completed his education and began his business career in the office of the
Sidney School Furniture Company, advancing from the position of bookkeeper to be secretary and treasurer of that concern. It was a prosperous
business enterprise which, on the death of Mr. Laughlin, was sold to the
American School Furniture Manufacturing Company. Mr. Perry then went
to New York City and for two years had charge of the collection department
for that company and still further confidence was shown in his tact and ability
by the company when they commissioned him to go to Mexico and there establish a branch house.
His mission to Mexico was successful, but, on account
of becoming interested there in mining, one year later he resigned his position
with the above named company and devoted the following three years to
developing Mexican mining properties. In the meanwhile he associated himself with Julius Balke, who is now vice president of the Brunswick-Balke
Company, of Chicago, 111., in a partnership for the manufacture of school and
church furniture, under the firm name of the Mexican School Furniture Company, operating in conjunction with the American School Furniture Company.
Six months after starting their factory was destroyed by fire and the partners decided to return north instead of rebuilding, Mr. Balke going to Chicago and Mr. Perry to Sidney.
The Sidney Steel Scraper Company was established at Sidney many years
ago by the late William Haslup and after returning to Sidney Mr. Perry
identified himself with this concern, which was subsequently incorporated
with a capital of $200,000. For ten years Mr. Perry served as secretary and
treasurer and also as sales manager of this company, and, on the death of Mr.
Haslup, in 191 2, succeeded him as president. The other officers are: Ben
Strauss, vice president, and W. L. Snyder, secretary and treasurer.
Mr. Perry was married at Sidney, O., to Miss Clara Epler, who is a daughter of Thompson W. Epler, a prominent citizen.
They have one son, John
Perry.
Fraternally Mr. Perry is a Mason and politically a republican and
unquestionably is one of the reliable and conscientious citizens of the community in which his life has-been mainly spent and where his dearest interests
are centered.

WILLIAM

WAGNER,

In every community there is some one family
H.
which stands out prominently among the other inhabitants and in the history
They were originally French, born in
of Sidney that family is Wagner.
Alsace, then a northern province of France, and came to this country in
Mathias Wagner
1830, three sturdy brothers. Joseph, Peter and Mathias.
first saw the light of day in Alsace, April 24, 1818, and in 1830 came to
America and drove a team through to Pittsburg, where he met his father who
had preceded him by stage from Baltimore. After working there awhile he
came to Ohio, to Columbiana county, and there his father engaged in farming.
Mathias came on to Allen county in 1837 and a year later to Sidney,
when he opened up a meat market and engaged in other enterprises until he
became one of the strongest financial men of the town. In 1844 he married
Miss Marv Rauth, born in Germany, and became the father of twelve children.
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eight of whom are living. Two brothers of Mathias were born in Ohio, John
and George, and came to this county in the fifties. Mr. Wagner died in
June, 1888.
William H., the second child of this union, was born in Sidney, May
24, 1855, attended parochial and public schools in Sidney and supplemented
this with a course at St. Mary's Institute at Dayton.
He married Miss
Sophia Cable, of Sandusky, in 1880, who died leaving a son, Cable, who is
now associated with the Wagner brothers in the Wagner Manufacturing
Company. In 1887 he married Miss Ina Graber, of Findlay, who became
the mother of seven children, one of whom died at the age of two years. Mrs.
Wagner died a year ago, January 26, 19 12, universally beloved. His oldest
son, Mathias, is now an interne at St. Frances hospital in Pittsburg, an
honor graduate of medicine from the St. Louis University, in 1912. His
second child, Marcelle. graduated with the B. A. degree from St. Mary's
Institute three years ago, matriculated with the M. A. degree from the Catholic University at Washington and is now taking a theological course in
Cincinnati.
William is now at St. Mary's and the daughter, Rose Evelyn,
the youngest, with two sons, Richard and Alfred, are attending school in
Sidney.
Mr. Wagner lives next the old Wagner homestead on North Miami
avenue, and while a very busy man, finds time to cultivate the higher side of
his nature in his love of music, pictures and books.
He was for many years
the tenor soloist in Holy Angels church and is now one of its wardens.
Mr. Wagner is now and has been president of the First National Exchange Bank since its organization in 1899. President of the People's Savings and Loan Association for the last ten years and for twenty-four on
its board of directors.
He has been president of the Wagner Manufacturing Company since its
organization twenty-two years ago. This company makes high grade polish
and nickel-plated and aluminum kitchen utensils. Mr. Wagner is also president of the Sidney Telephone Company and a director in the Sidney Tool
Company and the Monarch Machine Company. He was president of the
Commercial Club in 1906 and has always taken an interest in civic utilities
and is foremost in advancing public spirited enterprises. Proof of his business capacity is shown in the success which has attended his efforts and which
has made his name a familiar one in marts of trade at many points.

WILLIAM

T. JOHNSTON, who is a well-known resident of Shelby
county, residing on his valuable farm of 190 acres, which is situated in Green
township, five miles southeast of Sidney, O., was born on this place in £849
and is a son of Joseph and Hannah (Dorn) Johnston.
Joseph Johnston was born and reared in Virginia and came from there, in
early manhood, to Shelby county and bought the present homestead when he
could secure land at eight dollars an acre. To the development and improvement of his property here he devoted the rest of his life, his death occurring
when well advanced in years. He was a sturdy type of citizen and was held in
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whom

he was so long associated. He married Hannah
and was brought to Shelby county
Mrs. Johnston still survives, being now in her eightysixth year. To Joseph Johnston and wife a family of ten children was born,
seven daughters and three sons: Jane, William T., Ella, Edward, Callie,
Anna, Ollie, Grant, Nettie, and a babe that died. There are six survivors:
William T., Callie, Anna, Ollie, Grant and Nettie.
William T. Johnston as the oldest son of the family, was early called to
his father's assistance in clearing and cultivating the home farm, attending the
Since the property
local schools, in the meanwhile, as opportunity offered.
came into his possession he has erected different farm structures along the
line of improvement, not having, however, to build a new residence as his
father had already provided a comfortable one. Mr. Johnston has devoted his
Always
attention to diversified farming and has raised much good stock.
having taken care of his land it has never worn out but is in a better condition
at present than ever before. In his political views, Mr. Johnston is a republican
and at times has served as a member of the township school board, belonging
to that public body when the substantial high school building in this section was
erected.
For over forty years he has been identified with the Masonic fraterMr. Johnston is
nity and is a charter member of the local body of Elks.
unmarried.
respect

Dorn,

when

by those with

who was

five

born

in Butler county, O.,

years old.

GEORGE MENTGES,

proprietor of the Mentges Folder Company,
Sidney, O, is one of the leading citizens and repreof Shelby county.
He was born at Sidney. March
Haas) Mentges.
24, 1866, and is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth
The parents of Mr. Mentges were born in Germany and from there
came to Ohio and were united in marriage at Cincinnati. Jacob .Mentges was a cabinetmaker by trade and established himself in business at
Sidney in 1863, for many years afterward conducting a furniture store
and undertaking business. His death occurred at Sidney, July 4, 1897,
his two sons, Jacob and George succeeding him as undertakers.
George Mentges attended school at Sidney and afterward assisted
his father whom he succeeded but as early as 1897 had become also
interested in starting his present manufacturing business to which he
has devoted a large part of his time since disposing of his interest in
the undertaking business in 1909. As the name indicates. The Mentges
Folder Company manufactures newspaper folders, and the enterprise
was started in a small way in a building on South Main avenue, Sidney,
about 1897, development following to such an extent that enlargement
became necessary and in 1906 the company erected a fine modern
building on the corner of Oak and Poplar streets, securing what was
supposed to be ade.quate accommodations, but since then the amount of
While Mr. Mentges personally superinfloor space has been doubled.
tends his large manufacturing plant at Sidney, where fifteen skilled
mechanics are constantly employed, he still finds time to manage his
manufacturers, at
sentative business

men

(
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valuable farm in Orange township, on which the summer home of the
family is maintained.
Mr. Mentges married Miss Hattie Bull, who is a daughter of Francis Bull, formerly a prominent man in Orange township, where his
death occurred in 1906.
Mr. and Mrs. Mentges have two children:
Leona and Gertrude, aged eight and two years respectively. As a citizen Mr. Mentges holds a high place in the esteem of his fellow citizens.
He is a man of social tastes and is identified with both the Odd Fellows
and the Knights of Pythias.

ALMON BALDWIN CARRINGTON HITCHCOCK

says in his reminiscences that he was born from necessity, not having voluntary control of that
important event, in the obscure town of West Haven, Vermont, October 13,
1838, and can not discard the idea that there is something unlucky in the
number thirteen, and the superstition grows with his passing years. Townships are called towns in New England and this town was bounded nine miles

on the west by Lake Champlain. The obscurity and comparative unimportance of West Haven prevented its being dignified with a place even on the
map of the geographies, and no steamer on the charming lake paused for a
moment to take on or let off passengers at West Haven, but plowed its way
from Whitehall for fifteen miles to Benson without stopping.
He was the middle living child of Almon and Emily Barber Hitchcock,
having one sister younger and one older than himself. He went to a district
school until fourteen years of age, and being large for his years, and above
the average pupil in most of his studies, was solicited at that tender period
to teach a four months' term in an adjoining district at ten dollars a month
and board around. When he came to settle for his four months' work the
treasurer said there were only thirty-six dollars on hand, so he took that without a murmur.
With his money he bought a broadcloth coat, a doublebreasted satin vest, a pair of doeskin trousers, a green neckerchief as big as
a stand cover, and thus was gorgeously equipped and had a few dollars left.
The envy of his boy companions from which he suffered was more than
compensated for by the increased favor the girls bestowed on account of his
stunning toggery.
As he was now elevated above going to a district school
any longer his career as a common pupil closed and Troy Conference Academy at Poultney, Vermont, was the place selected to continue his education.
It might be of interest to the youth of the present day to state that his father
deposited the sum of forty dollars with which to pay his tuition, board, lodging and washing for twelve weeks' schooling.
True, his room, which was a
back one in the fourth story, was not inviting, with its uncomfortable bed,
two modern chairs, and a warped table, nor was the board a Delmonico spread,
but their intellects were especially lively, as the blood, not being called upon
Being rather an expert at base
for much digestive work, went to the brain.
ball, foot ball and quoit pitching, favorable acquaintances were soon formed,
for a long drive with a bat, accurate throwing and a sensational catch of a
fly is quickly noised abroad and puts one in the front rank among students.
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After two terms at Pultney he went a term at Castleton Seminary and three
In the latter part of the
terms at Fort Edward Institute, in New York.
fifties he made a visit to Illinois and taught school two winters near Chicago.
Among his most treasured recollections are his visit to Lincoln at SpringHe was with him alone in his
field, Illinois, after his nomination in i860.
unpretentious home and says that the mien of that sad-eyed man seemed to
He heard him speak in the afternoon at their fair
prefigure a martyr's end.
grounds and returning to Chicago heard Stephen A. Douglas make his last
speech as candidate for the presidency on the northern ticket of the Democracy.

Mr. Hitchcock came to Sidney in 1861. which lias been his home ever
He enlisted in the army but was rejected on account of a bad knee
since.
gotten in a wrestling match and paid a substitute $100 a year in addition to
On settling in Sidney bis father bought the
the army pay to take his place.
place now owned by W. B. McCabe on the Hardin hill where they lived for
'

To show the advance in real estate in the city the old Honnell
years.
farm, one mile northeast of Sidney, of one hundred acres his father bought
for $20 an acre and the Carey farm of 170 acres, comprising the Orbison
hill, now a delightful suburb of Sidney, for $45 an acre.
Mr. Hitchcock was identified with the schools of Sidney two different
times as principal of the high school, many years county and local examiner
of teachers, and for more than thirty years a writer for the Sidney Journal.
many

and Sidney Journal Gazette.
has been too credulous, thinking that men are better than they are,
has sung at more funerals than any man in the county, written more obituaries and filled more sporting columns with base ball accounts than any other

the Gazette

He

writer in these parts.

He

is

a great lover of poetry

and the

best of literature,

mind rich with the masterpieces of the ages and an author of a book of
poems called "Waifs," which contains some rare bits of philosophy.
In politics he has always been a republican, though the political coma

plexion of the county has not been nor is not of the hue to inspire nor foster
A member of the Presbyterian church and a leader
republican aspirations.

of

its

choir for thirty years.

He was

married October 20, 1864, to Margaret Jane Edgar and had
now Mrs. Harry Van De Grift; Wade, deceased, and

three children, Jane,

Ruth.

As Thanksgiving -time is approaching and trees
poem on autumn from his

inappropriate to insert a

The autumn
Because

are bare

booklet:

leaves are falling

it's

time to

fall

That must be the reason
For there's scarce been frost at all.
Just lost their hold and grip it seems
Obeyed the parting call.

it

is

not deemed
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Have

they got tired swinging,
branches to and fro?
wanton breezes
That had a mind to blow,
And so come reeling downward
To find a rest below ?

On

The

sport of

Or do

they grieve to see their hue

Fading every day?
Their green turning to yellow

Brown or ashen gray?
The tints which say you're growing

And

old

hastening to decay.

The happy birds all summer
Have caroled sweetest songs

Among
But

the leaves

upon the

trees

to the south they've gone,

And now

the only music,

Is a rustle

of their own.

The rosy smile of morning
The hushed air's restful calm;
Refreshing dews, reviving rains

Were welcomed

as a balm.

The moon's pale beams, and starlight gleams,
They caught in eager palm.
But now the summer's over.
The leaves have had their day;
Their shade's no longer needed,
Thus has it been ahvay,
That they must fall and be the sport
Of vagrant winds at play.
Baldwin Hitchcock, as he was more familiarly known, closed his eyes forever December 26, 1912, a little past seventy-four years of life. The infirmities of age did not invade the realm of his intellect nor befog his memory, so he
was never old.
The following article on the death of Mr. Hitchcock was written by Judge
H. T. Mathers, of Sidney, and was read at the funeral services
"Notwithstanding the sorrow I feel over the decease of my friend, it
affords me a deep satisfaction publicly to attest, as I have often done privately,
the loyal friendship and lovable characteristics of him whom we have lost
The unconscious influences of life are more constant and more
awhile.
As teacher and newspaper writer Mr. Hitchcock
potent than we realize.
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served his day and generation well.
Again and again have I met his old
scholars, who, when they learned I lived in Sidney, asked me about him and
gratefully acknowledged their obligation for the instruction and inspiration
he had given them. There are many successful business men today whose

commercial education began under his tutelage, which gave the first and corNo man connected with the press
rect impulse to their subsequent training.
of this country, no matter how small the town or humble the publication,
who appreciates its capacity for patriotic service, can fail to render that service,
in some degree at least, if his literary activities are appreciable and rightly
directed.
And Mr. Hitchcock's were both large and rightly directed. His
editorial and literary work was never malicious, usually helpful and always
wholesome. His was a gentle spirit, which was imbued with the philosophy
of the Master, whether he realized it or not, and which would rather return
good for evil and when reviled revileth not again. Nathaniel-like, it was
His was a sunny spirit, whose
without guile, and was simple and lovable.
coming was always a joy and whose going a regret, whose presence made
some of life's disappointments less keen and its darker outlooks brighter.
His magnificent voice, for so many years employed in the church services,
lent an impressiveness to the lines of our majestic hymns that, I have no
doubt, carried their meaning to many minds not influenced by the spoken
word; and that same voice in reading or recitation, expressing, as it always
did, the selections of excellent taste, was a delight and a benediction to those
fortunate enough to hear him and helped one to realize the true, the beautiful
and the good in literature. Can any doubt that that gentle, sunny spirit,
that magnificent voice, that exquisite taste, that lovable and loving comradeship he was always willing to indulge with his friends and with those who
needed it, was needed elsewhere in God's universe, and so God took him
there?"

M. DEAM, whose fine farm of 147 acres lies in Green township, the
turnpike which passes his door having been so named in honor of his
was born in Orange township, Shelby county, O., three and one-half
miles south of Sidney in 1855, and is a son of Harmon and Angeline (Reynolds) Deam.
Harmon Deam was born in Montgomery County, O., and came to Shelby
F.

Deam

father,

county in 1848 and afterward followed farming in Orange township until
age of seventy-three years. He married Angeline Reynolds
Henry, Ella, John L., Frank M., Andrew
and six children were born to them
H. and Kate.
Frank M. Deam left home to see the world soon after his school days were
over, went West and for some time found employment on cattle ranges in
He met with
different states and brought cattle over the trail from Texas.
many adventures while taking part in the rough life incident to freighting and
railroad building, and by 1895 was ready to settle permanently and follow the
his death, at the

:

Consequently he returned to his native sec1901 purchased his present valuable farm, which lies five miles

peaceful pursuits of agriculture.
tion

and

in
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southeast of Sidney. To the improvement of his place, Mr. Deam has devoted
time and money and probably no farm in this part of the county has more
comfortable, convenient or more attractive buildings and surroundings.
Mr. Deam married Miss Kate E. McGrane, who was born in Nebraska.
They are members of the Roman Catholic church. He is a democrat in his
political opinions and is a member of the Shelby County Fair Board.
Mr.
Deam is identified with no fraternal organizations except the Knights of

Columbus.
L. C. WILSON, who carries on general farming and stock raising in
Green township, has spent almost all his life on the homestead, which he is
operating for his mother, who is a highly esteemed resident of Fletcher, O.
Mr. Wilson was born at Covington, Miami county, O., and was two years old
when his parents, Joshua and Lydia (Bfown) Wilson, came to this property.
The father was a native of Montgomery county, O., and after coming to
Green township placed all the improvements on this farm, on which he continued to live as long as active, moving then to Fletcher, where his death
occurred at the age of seventy years. Both his sons, L. C. and Stanley, are
farmers in Green township.
L. C. Wilson and brother attended the district schools in Green township
and assisted on the home farm of 126 acres, after which he operated the same
for six years and since his father's death has continued its management in his
mother's interest. He owns 137 acres just north of this farm but he has
Mr.
rented it to a good tenant and continues to live on the old homestead.
Foster,
Wilson married Miss Anna Bennett and they have four children
Ethel, Lowell and Edith. Being an independent thinker. Mr. Wilson has not
identified himself with any political faction and casts his vote as a free American citizen, entirely according to his own judgment after intelligent consideraAll local matters of public concern receive his attention
tion of public issues.
and the public schools and their advancement particularly interest him.
:

WILLIAM

M.

acres, is situated in

CAVEN,

whose finely improved farm of seventy-nine
Green township, twelve miles southeast of Sidney, O.,

came from one of the old and representative families of Miami county, where
he was born August 1, 1871, a son of James M. Caven, who subsequently
became a well-known resident of Orange township, Shelby county.
William M. Caven was educated in the public schools and grew to manhood on his father's farm and remained there until 1894, when he settled on
Mr. Caven has so improved his property that it arouses
his present place.
favorable comment and he undoubtedly has the finest set of farm buildings in
Green township. He carries on a general farming line, raising grain and
and a pleasant prosperity seems very apparent and evidently has been
brought about by Mr. Caven's excellent management.
Mr. Caven married Miss Maggie Covault, a daughter of Erastus Covault,
who was a farmer in Miami county. Mr. and Mrs. Caven have three children Foster I., Franklin C, and William Garner. The family belongs to the
stock,

:
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Christian church. Mr. Caven has served with efficiency in the office of township trustee, elected to the same on the democratic ticket.

STACKHOUSE,

a well-known general farmer in Green township.
A.
residing on a fine tract of sixty-five acres, lying ten miles southeast of Sidney,
was born in Clinton County, O., August 28, 1852, and is a son of Elisha and

Sarah

J. (Hyatt) Stackhouse.
Elisha Stackhouse was born also in Clinton county and was of English
extraction, the family in early times possessing a coat of arms.
He married
Sarah J. Hyatt, who was of Scotch extraction and was born in Fayette county.
Pa. They came to Shelby county when their son was fourteen years old but

Van Wert county for nine years, and then settled on the present
tract.
This land Elisha Stackhouse improved and resided on until his
death, at the age of sixty-four years.
His widow survives and lives on the
homestead, being now in her eighty-third year. They had two children
A.
and Myra Ann, and the family all remain on the old place. General farming
and moderate stock raising are carried on, the soil being kept in good con-

later lived in

home

:

dition and proving very productive.
Mr. Stackhouse married Miss Anna Wiley and they have three children
Jennie, Kenneth and Sarah. In politics Mr. Stackhouse is affiliated with the
republican party and for four years he has been a member of the township
When a young man he became interested in the aims of the
school board.

fraternal order of Odd Fellows and has been identified with the same for
twenty years, belonging to Osceola Encampment at Sidney, O.

PETER J. EILERMAN, who is a general farmer residing in section 26.
Cynthian township, Shelby county, O., was born on this farm of eighty acres,
September 13, 1888, and is a son of Henry and Anna (Bauer) Eilerman.
Henry Eilerman was born in McLean township, Shelby county, and was
a farmer all his life. After his marriage he settled first on a farm one mile
east of Fort Loramie, in McLean township, but afterward sold and bought
sixty acres one mile north of Newport, which he also sold and then purchased
the farm of eighty acres in Cynthian township on which the remainder of his
life was spent.
He was a well-known and highly respected man, a devout and
faithful member of the Catholic church at Newport, O., and a useful citizen.
He served one term as township trustee, being elected on the Democratic
Mr. Eilerman's death occurred on June 30. 19 12. his age being fiftyticket.
seven years, five months and twenty-eight days and his burial was in the Catholic cemetery at New port.
He married Anna Bauer, who survives, and eight
children were born to them, three of whom, Frances, Laurence and Bertha,
are now deceased. Those living are: George, who was born April 15, 1872:
Frances, who is the wife of Henry Sherman, of McLean township; Peter;
and Gertrude and Agnes, both of whom live at home.
An interesting event in the life of Henry Eilerman was his visit to the
World's Fair at St. Louis, Mo., in 1904. Leaving Ohio by wagon, June 1.
1904, he made the trip in twenty-one days, camping by the roadside on the way.
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He stayed at St. Louis three weeks and then drove back to Shelby county,
Ohio, making the return trip in seventeen days. On March 7, 1908, Henry
Eilerman with his family went to California, staying there seven months and
On January 21, 191 2, he with his wife and son
then returning to Ohio.
George, went to Florida to spend the wintei there, returning to Ohio March
tj, 1912.

Peter J. Eilerman with his brother (and sister) attended the township
schools, and the sons then assisted their father and since his death have been
associated in carrying on the farm industries, crop and stock raising. The land
is ail cleared but is not yet all drained but under their good management it will
no doubt become one of the finest farms of this section. The brothers like
other members of the family are faithful Catholics and belong to the church
at

Newport.

In politics Mr. Eilerman

is

a democrat and

is

now

serving as

clerk of the board of education of the Turner Special School District, elected
to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of John Sherman, and in this

position

is

giving entire satisfaction.

FRANK ERNST,

who is one of the representatives and substantial men
McLean township, was born in this township February 13, 1864, and resides
on his farm of 160 acres, which lies in section 10, and owns a second farm of
100 acres, in section 11, both being situated in the Sherman Special School
District, in which he secured his education.
After his school days were over, Mr. Ernst applied himself entirely to
agricultural pursuits and at the time of marriage settled on his present home
farm which he operates himself while his second farm, above mentioned, he has
placed in charge of a tenant.
His surroundings indicate thrift, good management and comfort and with the exception of the residence, which he
remodeled, all the buildings have been erected since he took possession. He
raises grain and stock but uses about all he produces of the former to put the
In politics a strong democrat he takes an interest in
latter in good condition.
the success of his party but desires no offices for himself.
Mr. Ernst was united in marriage with Miss Mary Sherman, a daughter of
John Sherman, of one of the old county families, and eight children have been
born to them, namely: Katie, Frank. Jr., John, Sophia. Ida, Bertha, Agnes
and Albert. Mr. Ernst and family are members of St. Michael's Catholic
of

church.

BEAMER,

M. D., an experienced medical practitioner now somefrom professional activity, resides on his well-kept farm of sixty
acres, situated six and one-half miles southeast of Sidney, O.
He was born
at Fletcher, O., in 1854, and is a son of Dr. Thomas M. and Jane (Runkle)
Beamer.
Dr. Thomas M. Beamer was born in Virginia and for twenty-five years
was a valued physician and surgeon at Fletcher, O., and was prevented from
becoming a soldier in the Civil war on account of being the only medical practitioner in the above town at that time.
His death occurred at the age of
T.

what

M.

retired
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who

was born in Mad River township, Clark county, O., and eight children were
born to them.
T. M. Beamer was seven years old when he was sent to the home of his
grandparents in Illinois, where he remained for three years, attending school
in the meanwhile, then returned to his father and afterward went to Iowa
with his brother, and again returned to Fletcher. While with his brother he
learned the principles of medical science and about this time had one term of
lectures in the Cincinnati Medical College. During the next year he practiced
medicine in Missouri, after which he returned to Ohio and completed his
medical course and entered into practice at Fletcher. On March 27, 1879, he
located at Plattsville, in Shelby county, and continued until 1902, when he
accepted a position as manager of a sanitarium at Springfield, O., for the cure
of alcohol and drug addictions, conducted by the Willowbark Company, removing later with the same company, to St. Paris, and after two years, to Piqua,
but shortly afterward decided to engage in agricultural pursuits and moved
After his many years
to the Sarver farm in Green township, Shelby county.
of professional work and during a number of years meeting with many distressing cases, Dr. Reamer found the quiet country life most beneficial, and
in

1910 purchased the farm on which he now resides and where agricultural

industries greatly interest him.
extent, in his neighborhood, but

He

still

continues to practice to a certain
his profession his main occu-

no longer makes

pation.

Dr. Beamer was married in 1879 to Miss Anna Elizabeth Williams of
Plattsburg, and they had one son, born October 13, 1880, who is deceased.
In politics Dr. Beamer is a republican and ever since he came to Green township has been township treasurer and also is a member of the school board.
For many years he has been identified fraternally with the Odd Fellows.

JOHN SCHWARTZ,

whose fine farm of 109 acres lies in section 19.
Cynthian township, was born at Fort Loramie, O., December 16, 1876, and is
a son of Adam and Elizabeth Schwartz.
The mother of Mr. Schwartz is
deceased but the father survives and resides with his son on the above mentioned farm.
John Schwartz attended school in the Berlin special district and afterward,
for one year, worked at the butcher trade but later turned his attention to
carpentering and afterward settled down to farming as his main occupation,
locating on his personal place following his marriage.
He has made many
substantial improvements here and has drained and placed under cultivation
all of his land except fifteen acres of woodland pasture.
The wheat and oats
he grows generally is conveyed to market but his corn is mainly fed to his
stock of which he raises quite an amount each year.
Mr. Schwartz was married to Miss Mayme Ecabert, a daughter of Julius
and Elizabeth Ecabert, of Newport, O., and they have a family of four children
Omer, Loretta, Persell and Ruth. Mr. Schwartz and family are members of Sts. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic church at Newport, O. In politics
:
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Mr. Schwartz always consistently gives democratic candidates his
political support.
He has never accepted any offices for himself except those
connected with educational matters in his own community and for some six
years prior to January, 191 2, was president of the board of education of the
Basinburg Special School District. He is a highly respected and valuable
citizen of Cynthian township.
a democrat,

AUGUST

CARITEY, whose fine productive farm of 114 acres is situated in Cynthian township, one-quarter mile west of the St. Mary turnpike
road, two miles south of Fort Loramie and two miles north of Newport, O.,
was born in France, May 4, 1840, a son of August and Louisa (Ducette)
Caritey.
The parents of Mr. Caritey were born in France and there the mother
died when aged twenty-five years, leaving but the one child.
The father
married (second) Josephine Velyon, and they came to America in 1850.
For the first five years after reaching the United States, Mr. Caritey and
family lived at Ironton, O., moving then to Shelby county and living first in
Cynthian and later in McLean township. Mr. Caritey and wife then moved
to a western state, where she died and he then returned to Shelby county,
locating first in Loramie township but afterward moving into Cynthian
township, where he died in his sixty-sixth year. His burial was in the cemetery at Newport, connected with St. Peter and Paul's Catholic church of which
he had been a member. Three of his sons survive
Julius, August and Joseph,
while two, Ezebiah and Amiel, are deceased.
August Caritey was ten years old when his father brought the family to
America and his early schooling was secured at Portsmouth and Ironton, O.
Afterward he was variously employed and being willing and industrious had
no difficulty in securing work by the day. After his marriage he located for
a time at Fort Loramie and then bought a farm of sixty acres in the Sherman
Special School District and operated it until he had a chance to sell to advan:

when he came to his present place. Here he has made many improvements, putting up all the substantial buildings now standing, has done considerable draining and has kept his soil in fine condition through his experienced methods of cultivation. With the exception of twenty-three acres he
has all his land under cultivation and carries on a general farming line.
Mr. Caritey married Miss Gertrude Brucken, who was born in Germany,
Christina, who is the wife of Albert
and they have had the following children
Berry, residing in Turtle Creek township; Elizabeth, who is the wife of
Henry Varno and they live in McLean township; Mary, who is the wife of
Frank Mosey, living at Sidney Jane, who is the wife of Albert Snyder, of
Dayton, O. Catherine, who is the wife of Joseph Brady, of Dayton; Sophia,
who married Oliver Davis, lives at Sidney; and Clara, Josephine, Joseph and
Emeline, all of whom live at home. Mr. Caritey and family belong to St.
Peter and Paul's Catholic church at Newport, O. This is a very well-known
family and collectively and individually they have many friends. Mr. Caritey
tage,

:

;

;
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a democrat in politics and for three years served as road supervisor in
McLean township, reside in section 8, on his valuable farm of 148 acres,

is

District Board.

PATRICK DUNDON,

one of the enterprising and successful farmers of
township, resides in section 8, on his valuable farm of 148 acres,
and one-half miles east of Fort Loramie. He was born in
Turtle Creek township, Shelby county, O., March 4, 1874, and is a son of

McLean

situated three

John and Margaret (McEvoy) Dundon.
John Dundon was of Irish extraction and was a young man when he came
to Shelby from Licking county, O.
After marriage to Margaret McEvoy,
who was born in Shelby county, he settled on the -present home site but the
148 acres of productive land was then but a wilderness. It was through his
industry and perseverance that the place was cleared and put under cultivation.
The buildings yet standing he placed here and lived to enjoy some years of
rest after his long period of hard labor, passing away in his fiftieth year.
His
widow survived into her sixty-sixth year. They were devoted members of the
Catholic church and belonged to St. Patrick's congregation. They had eight
children born to them, namely
James and Emma, both of whom are deceased
and Patrick, Elizabeth, Annie, Mary Ellen and William, and an infant that
:

died.

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Dundon attended school in St. Patrick's
Special School District and after the father's death they took charge of the
home farm and carried on all its industries, Patrick and William being particularly interested at the present time. They all are democratic in their political opinions and as a united family belong to St. Patrick's Catholic church.

JOHN

SIEGEL, one of the representative men of McLean township,
president of the Sherman special school district board of education, is a successful general farmer and resides in section 10, where he owns 128 acres of
valuable land. He was born in Cvnthian township, Shelby county, Tnne 21,
1867.

Mr. Siegel secured his education in the schools of his native township
and in the Sherman school district, after which he learned practical fanning
and has made farming in all its branches his business. Since his marriage
he lias lived on his present farm, which he purchased of the Sherman estate,
and many of the improvements have been placed here since taking possession.
The farmhouse was in good repair but Mr. Siegel found it necessary to build
He has cleared about 100 acres and has
a new barn and other structures.
drained the same and put down tiling, the other twenty-eight acres being yet
in valuable timber.
His property is favorably situated as he has a market at
Fort Loramie, which is only three miles west and the Sherman turnpike road
gives him fine transportation facilities.
Mr. Siegel married Miss Mary Barhorst, a daughter of Henry Barhorst
of McLean township, and all their seven children were born on this farm,
namely: Elizabeth, Caroline, Frank, Henry, Raymond, Josephine and Rhine-
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The family belongs

In politics a
to St. Michael's Catholic church.
strong democrat, Mr. Siegel has frequently been elected on his party ticket to
important township offices and for four terms was turnpike superintendent
and for about five years has been president of the school board. He has associated with him other leading men of the township, as follows
Adolph Sherman, Clemens Wolke, Henry Ernstes, Barney Ernst and Benjamin Barhorst,
William J. Meyers succeeding Mr. Barhorst at the last election.
hart.

:

HARRISON M. POTTS, proprietor of a saw mill at Sidney, O.,
and also owner of a fine farm of 160 acres, lying in Washington township, two and one-half miles southwest of Sidney, is a leading citizen of
Shelby county and a justly honored veteran of the great Civil war. He
was born in Miami county, near Fletcher, O., February 27, 1846, and is
a son of Jackson and Cynthia Ann (Lusena) Potts.
Jackson Potts
was born in Warren county, O., and his wife at Maysville, Ky.
He
engaged in farming in Miami county but died early, his widow surviving until after their son's return from the Civil war, when she became
the object of his filial care.
Harrison M. Potts remained on the home farm until he was sixteen
years of age, in the meanwhile attending the district schools, afterward
doing general farm work in the neighborhood until he enlisted for service in the Civil war, on August 15, 1862, in Company E, 110th Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. His regiment was a part of the Second Brigade,
He was
Third Division, Sixth Army Corps, Army of the Potomac.
then only a lad of seventeen years and practically had never previously
known any hardships. At the battle of Winchester, Va., shortly after
his enlistment, he was captured by the Confederates and was confined
in Libby prison for two days and two nights, afterward being sent to
Belle Isle, where he was kept from June 14, 1863, until July 2j, 1863,
when he, with other prisoners, was sent to Annapolis, Md., to await
formal exchange, which, not taking place in three weeks, brought about
such a state of weariness and homesickness that the young soldiers, only
boys in years, determined to take matters into their own hands and
await exchange and parole in their own homes. While this was against
for the three lads who
military law it was natural and forgivable,
slipped out of camp when the guards were not looking, had no idea of
They practically walked the entire distance from Annapodeserting.
lis to Fletcher, with the exception of seventy-five miles, keeping to the
National turnpike unless they had reason to fear capture, when they
made detours, as they were aware that the provost guard, for the sake
of discipline, would return them to camp before permitting them to
make the longed for visit to their homes. When about seventy-five
miles east of Columbus they fell in with a farmer, who. after learning
the facts, took them home with him and not only fed and sheltered them
Unforbut gave them railroad fare to within ten miles of Columbus.
tunately for the boys' hope of quiet escape, there was a company of sol-
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diers on

board the train and the captain of the company, thinking the
youths were deserters, promptly put them under guard, and on reaching Columbus they were taken to the State House and given the marble floor for a bed. From the surrounding but sleepy guards the youths
managed to escape in the early morning and continued on their way to
For several weeks they remained in their homes and then
Fletcher.
their own colonel, Colonel Foster of Piqua, who was then visiting his
sent
for them and advised them to return to the prisoner's camp,
home,
which they did and were officially exchanged with their company and
with his regiment. At the time of the New York riot, afterward, Mr. Potts
was with his regiment when it was sent to that city and he continued until
the close of the war, participating in many battles and serious engagements.
After his honorable discharge. Air. Potts returned to his mother ar
Fletcher, and with the money he had saved in the army he purchased a
team and went to farming. Later he moved on a farm in Turtle Creek
township, paying a fair rental for the same and it was while there that
he entered into the timber and saw mill business'.
After selling the
interests he had acquired there he came to Sidney and entered the
spoke and bending business and since then he has been in the same business at Ogden, Ind., at Greensburg, Ind., and a second time at Sidney.
Mr. Potts is one of the best known timber and lumber men in Shelby
In addicounty and is listed with the leading and representative men.
tion to his lumber business he successfully operates his farm and also
time to investigate into public matters pertaining to his own localto serve frequently in responsible positions where his business
is of great value to his
fellow citizens.
At times he has filled
the office of treasurer of Turtle Creek township, and is a member of the
board of trustees of the Sidney Water Works.
Air. Potts was united in marriage with Aliss Alary E. Wakeman, a
daughter of the late Henry Wakeman, of Turtle Creek township, and
two sons were born to them: Elmer and William, the last named dying
Alay /, 191-'. Air. Potts is identified with the Knights of Pythias.
finds
ity

and

capacity

JOSEPH

ROYON

has been among the most active and influential of
C.
the citizens of Shelby county for more than thirty years: as a lawyer, agriIn 1878 he was graduated from the law departculturist and manufacturer.
ment of the University of Alichigan and practiced his profession for a time

and later at Sidney, in association with the late Judge Jacob S.
Conklin and during four years he was solicitor for the city of Sidney. His
large interest in other things, especially manufacturing, requiring his attention he withdrew from active practice in 189 and removed from Sidney to

at Greenville

1

his

farm near Houston.

In 1879 he married Alollie A. Flinn, daughter of David Flinn, of Loramie township and together they spent ten months in a tour of Europe, visiting among other places, the ancestral home of the Royon family in France.
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His career has been distinguished by its constructive qualities and by an appreciation of the worth of probity of character in affairs of business.
He
has been active in support of education in its broader lines and in its local
development. All of his children, on reaching the suitable ages, have been
graduated from or are now attending advanced schools of learning; his
daughter, Josephine, having graduated from the Maryland College for
Women at Lutherville, Md., near Baltimore, while his son Joseph C. Royon.
Jr., a graduate of the law department of the Ohio State University, has
for some time past been a member of the firm of Carr, Stearns, Chamberlian & Royon of Cleveland, and his son Edward, a graduate of the College
of Mechanical Engineering of Ohio State University, is following his profession in the same city.
Mr. Royon has been president of The R. Givens & Son Company since its
organization with a capital stock of $300,000 and with an annual business
of approximately a half million dollars. He has been the president of the
board of education of the Houston school district, in which there has been
erected a new and model school building and at which the first centralization

He is also interested in other
of schools in the county has taken place.
manufacturing corporations in Sidney. He has at all times been an influential
factor in the republican politics of the county and state and it may be well
said that he has been active in

all lines

calling for the higher ideals of citizen-

ship.

HICKOK,

a prominent citizen of Sidney, Ohio, and one of her
and representative business men, is a manufacturer and wholesale dealer in confectionery, and has been a resident of this city for the past
thirty years.
He was born at Jefferson, Ashtabula county, Ohio, April 10,
1856, and is the only surviving child of his parents, Henry F. and Harriet
M. Hickok, both now deceased. Henry F. Hickok operated a grist and sawmill in Ashtabula county, where he died at the early age of twenty-eight years.
C. F. Hickok attended school until he was about fourteen years of age
and then began work as a clerk in a grocery store at Ashtabula, where he
remained four years, when he became a traveling salesman for a Cleveland
firm, with which house he continued five years, after which he was employed
two years as a cigar salesman for a Detroit firm. In 1882 he came to Sidney
and embarked in a retail cigar and confectionery business and for a number
of years continued as a retail merchant but since 1901 he has given all his
attention to his manufacturing and his wholesale trade, having been in these
His business has had a rapid but healthy growth. In
lines for twelve years.
1900 he erected his fine factory, his first building having dimensions of 40x70
feet, to which an addition of 125x20 feet, four stories high, was added, and
in 1908 another addition was made of 125x20 feet, also four stories high, the
His normal
location being on the corner of Poplar and Franklin streets.
number of employes is 150 people, twelve salesmen also being kept on the road.
He makes a specialty of manufacturing a high grade of chocolates, and one
brand, Maple Chews, has a sale that covers the territory from coast to coast
C. F.
substantial
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Considering the fact that Mr. Hickok started into
the United States.
business with a small capital, one that he earned for himself, his progress
has been unusual and demonstrates that he is a business man of ability. Sidney
in

takes especial pride in such citizens, their reliability being assured and their
influence being beneficial in every direction.
Mr. Hickok was married October 15, 1880, to Miss Ella Hessin. She
was born at Lisbon, Ohio, October 23, 1854, and died at her home on South
Ohio avenue, Sidney, after an illness of about four weeks. She was a daughter of the late Horace P. Hessin and was the last of her family, her father,
mother and two brothers having previously passed away. She was widely

known and much beloved in this city both inside her family and intimate
circle and outside, her warm heart and sympathetic nature having
caused her to interest herself in many avenues of beneficence.
She was a
member of the executive committee of the Business Girls' Association and
member
of
the
Presbyterian
church.
was devoted as a
She is survived by
two daughters, Harriet Marr and Willa Hessin, the former of whom is the
wife of John E. Lamaster, and the latter, of Harry L. Rice, of Sidney
In politics a stanch republican, at different times Mr. Hickok has accepted
public office, has served four years as a member of the city council and also
of the board of education, and for many years has been a member of the
Sidney Commercial Club and its president in 191 1. He belongs to Temperance Lodge, F. & A. M., and to chapter and commandery, all at Sidney.
social

D. G. POLHAMLTS, township trustee of Washington township, and one
of the substantial citizens of this section, resides eight miles southwest of
Sidney, O., where he owns 125 acres of excellent land.
Mr. Polhamus was
born on the old family homestead here fifty-eight years ago, and is a son of
Stephen and Mary (Booher) Polhamus.
Stephen Polhamus came to Ohio from New Jersey. He settled first in
Montgomery county and came then to Washington township, Shelby county,
where he died at the early age of thirty-five years. His widow survived him

and they had five children: D. G., George, Alonzo, Kate and John, all surviving except George and John.
D. G. Polhamus attended the school near his father's farm and then spent
two years assisting on the farm of his uncle, George Booher, and after this
a part of the old homestead came into his possession on which he made many
substantial improvements.
He carries on general farming and raises some
good stock. He married Miss Ella Carpenter, and the following children have
Ida, who is now deceased, was the wife of Lewis Snow
been born to them
Frank, who married Floyd Gabriel John Daisy, who married Emory PotMr. Polhamus and family belong to the Methodist Epistorf and Clarence.
copal church. In politics he is a republican and is serving as a member of the
township board of trustees and was formerly township clerk.
:

;

;

;

EMORY FRANKLIN MARRS,
stantial citizen of

well

known

as

.a

representative and sub-

Shelby county, resides on his farm of 100 acres, situated

in
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Perry township and owns two additional farms

in the

same township.

He

He has spent the
also is a stockholder in the Farmers Telephone Company.
greater part of his life in Ohio, but his birth took place in Illinois in October,
I855. His parents, William and Margaret (Robison) Marrs, were natives of
Ohio and they both died here and their burial was in Graceland cemetery, at
Sidney. They were members of the United Brethren church. The following
children made up their family
Mitchell Elizabeth, deceased, who was the
wife of Samuel Dorn; Emory Franklin; Ella and Xettie, both of whom are
deceased and Mary, deceased, who was the wife of Jonas Valentine.
After his period of school attendance was over, Emory F. Marrs assisted
his father on the home farm until he was twenty-four years of age.
After
starting out for himself he lived one year on the Maxwell farm, then rented
land in Perry township on his present farm for fifteen years and has lived here
since.
Subsequently, with his wife, bought the two other farms in Perry township, one of eighty-one acres and the other of eighty-two acres, all valuable
:

;

;

property.

On September 11, 1879, Mr. Marrs was married to Miss Jennie Key. a
daughter of John and Anna (Rinehart) Key. Mr. and Mrs. Marrs have the
following children: Myrtle; Emory B. Anna, who is the wife of Clarence
Shroyer; and Fatima R., who is the wife of Harry Johnston. Mr. Marrs and
family are active in the Methodist Episcopal church. He was a member of
the school board of Perry township and has served also, by appointment, as a
trustee.
The family and all its connections are highly respected members of
society in their various communities
;

GEORGE

D. ANDERSON, who resides on his well-improved farm of
seventy-nine acres, situated near Ballon, Shelby county, O.. owns another
farm of seventy acres, which lies in Miami county one mile south of where
he lives. He was born in Green township, Shelby county, in 1851;. and is a
son of William B. and Elizabeth Dorsey) Anderson.
Both parents of Mr. Anderson were natives of Shelby county and their
lives were spent here, the father dying when his son, George D., was two
years old, and the mother in 1883. The father was a farmer. Eight children
were born to them, namely: John, who is deceased; Mrs. Elvira Hume, who
(

Green township; T. J., who lives in Champaign county; Clara, who
deceased; W. H., who lives in Green township; Mary and Charles, both
whom are deceased and George D., the youngest born.
After his school days were over. George D. Anderson decided to become

lives in
is

of

;

and remained at home until he was twenty-four years of age and
then went to Kansas and for seventeen years was a resident of that state,
with varying fortunes, and then returned to Shelby county and ever since has
been interested in improving his properties and in carrying on his agricultural
industries.
He erected a new residence on his Miami county farm and placed
everything in excellent repair on his place near Ballou, and it is probable that
Ohio will continue his permanent home notwithstanding the advantages that
a farmer
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Kansas,

Mr. Anderson served in the office of justice of the peace.
Mr. Anderson was married to Miss Hannah A. Wert, who was born in
Green township, Shelby county, and they have the following children
\Y. O..
Mrs. Florence Hagerman, Ray, Leroy and Earl. In politics Mr. Anderson is
a democrat.
He gives liberal support to the Christian church to which he and
family belong, and he is identified fraternally with the Odd Fellows at Platts:

ville.

HENRY

A. EILERMAN, who is one of the reliable and substantial citizens of Cynthian township, where, for seven years he has been president of
the board of education of the Short Special School District, resides on his
excellent farm of 118 acres, situated two and one-half miles southeast of Fort
Loramie. O., was born in McLean township, Shelby county, May 19, 1875.
His parents, Frank J. and Catherine Eilennan, were of German extraction
and for many years well known and respected residents of McLean township.
Henry A. Eilerman went to school in the Sherman Special School District
and afterward worked on the home farm. Since his marriage he has lived on
his present farm which he has improved in many ways.
He built a new
residence and remodeled the barn, put up much fencing and attended to the
draining of the land wherever he found it desirable, and now has not only a
profitable property but an exceedingly comfortable and attractive home.
His
business is mixed farming.
Mr. Eilerman married Miss Mary Dreses, who was born in McLean township, a daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Dreses, and they have six children
Ada, August, Clara, Mary, and Jennie. Mr. Eilerman has been one of the
leading advocates of school advancement in his neighborhood and has devoted
much time and thought to making the schools of this district what they now
are.
He and family are members of St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort

Loramie.

DANIEL TOY,

one of the prominent citizens of Sidney, O., representing
and an influential factor in democratic
politics in Shelby county, is a native of Sidney, born November 14, 1876.
He
is a son of W. M. and Mary (Haslup) Toy.
Daniel Toy was reared at Sidney and attended school here, afterward
learning the printer's trade, entering the office of the Sidney Daily News on
For four years Mr. Toy worked as a printer and
the day of its first issue.
afterward, for a couple of years, was in the employ of the Sidney Steel
Scraper Company, finally entering the shops of the Philip Smith Company.
where he learned the machinist's trade and is now foreman of these same shops.
Mr. Toy married Miss Emma Louise Pfefferle, a daughter of Carl PferffMr. Toy comes naturally by his mechanierle, and they have one son, Harold.
cal skill, his father and his grandfather having been identified with mechanics
and manufacturing during the greater part of their lives. He has always been
interested in public matters, a strong democrat in his political belief, and has
the second

ward

in the city council
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served as a member of the Shelby County Democratic Central Committee and
also has been a member of the Sidney Democratic Executive Committee.
When D. H. Warner resigned as alderman of the Second ward, in order to
become the director of public service, in January, 19 12, Mr. Toy was immediately selected to fill out Mr. Warner'c unexpired term and has proved a useful member of the ciity council.

JOSEPH DRESES, who

on his valuable farm of sixty acres,
two and one-half miles south of Fort Loramie,
was born in Germany, February 10, 1836, and is a son of Theodore and Elizabeth Dreses, both of whom died in Germany, the mother when he was but two
lives retired

situated in Cynthian township,

years old.

Joseph Dreses went to school and helped his father on the little home farm
was old enough for military service after which he was in the army
for eight years and during that time took part in the wars in which his country

until he

He was thirty-six years of age when he left Germany and came
As a farm hand he worked for two years and eight
Kansas, and from there came to Ohio and became a farmer in
Shelby county, near Fort Loramie, where he soon married and for five years
afterward lived in McLean township, west of the village. From there he
moved on the Johnston Ginn farm and then operated the Schlater farm for
one year and the Holthaus farm for four years, after which he bought his
present farm of the Barlage heirs, of Fort Loramie, and cleared a part of it.
At present he has all of it under cultivation except nine acres of woodland
and the larger part of the land is well drained and tiled. The present comfortable farm house he built after taking possession and he remodeled the barn
and other farm buildings. A general line of farming is carried on, some stock
and the usual grains of this section being produced. Mr. Dreses is a democrat
in his political views and is a good and law abiding citizen.
Mr. Dreses was married to Miss Mary Elizabeth Merkentrop, who was
born in Germany, a daughter of Bernard and Elizabeth Merkentrop, and came
to America when twenty-six years old.
Five children were born to Mr. and
Mrs. Dreses, namely
Katie, who died at the age of ten months Mary, who
is the wife of H. A. Eilerman
Lena, who is the wife of Clay Eilerman. of
McLean township; Anton, who died in his tenth year; and Elizabeth, who
died when aged seven years.
Mr. Dreses' daughters were educated in the
Short Special School District. The family belongs to St. Michael's Catholic
church at Fort Loramie.
was engaged.

to the United States.

months

in

:

;

;

EARL

A. YATES, M. D., who has been established at Sidney. O., in
the practice of medicine and surgery since 1906, enjoys the confidence of the
public here in marked degree. He was bom on a farm in Miami county, O..
near the town of Conover. March

11, 1874, and is a son of Samuel and Phebe
(Shanks) Yates.
Samuel Yates and wife were both born in Miami county, he on April 30,
1830, and she on October 4, of the same year. Her death occurred in Septem-
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on April

18,

7,97

1906.

They were

farming people whose interests were centered in their home and family and
they lived long and worthy lives.
Earl A. Yates attended school at Conover, and was graduated in 1893
from the Lena and Conover high school, and during the winter of 1893-94
attended the Ohio State University at Columbus, his studies from 1894 until
1897 being directed along the line of medicine, and his graduation with first
honors took place in the last named year. On September first following he.
opened an office at Kirkwood, Shelby county, where he remained in practice
until 1906, when he came to Sidney, taking his place among the skillful medical men of this city, the profession being well represented here.
On August 19, 1897, Dr. Yates was married at Lena, O., to Miss Martha
Denman, a daughter of Dr. H. B. and Rose (Brecount) Denman. Mrs.
Yates was born July 9, 1875, and was graduated from the Lena and Conover
high school in the same class with Dr. Yates. He is a member of the Shelby
County Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical Association and the AmeriPolitically he is a democrat and fraternally a Mason
can Medical Society.
and an Odd Fellow. Both he and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal
church.
J. \Y. JOHNSTON, whose large acreage of farming land lies in both
Loramie and Cynthian townships, was born on his home farm which lies on
the Washington and Dayton road in Loramie township, near Houston, O.,
November 22, 1872, and is a son of Thomas and a grandson of William

Johnston.

William Johnston was born in Ireland and was one of the early settlers in
Loramie township where his family was reared. Thomas Johnston grew to
manhood here, followed farming all his life and died at the age of fiftyeight years and his burial was in the Houston cemetery. He was a member of
the Christian church at Houston.
He married Mary Jane Black, a daughter
of William Black, and two children were born to them: Elizabeth, wife of
The mother, now in her seventy-eighth year, still
J. M. Klase; and J. W.
resides on her homestead. She is a very highly esteemed lady in the neighborhood and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church.
J. W. Johnston was reared in Loramie township and was educated in
Loramie township, which was then known as the West Jefferson School District.
He was fifteen years old when his father died and as he was the only
son he had to go right to work, at farming, and, with his mother, successfully
carried on the farm industries.
He is progressive and enterprising in this
direction and is numbered with the judicious and successful farmers of this
section.
The improvements on the place were made by Mrs. Johnston.
Mr. Johnston was married to Miss Oda Flinn, who was born at Houston, O., a daughter of W. N. and Mary Ann Flinn, who now lives in Loramie
township.
Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Johnston:
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Josephine, Leontine and Oda, the eldest of whom is a student in the Houston
Mr. Johnston and his family are members of the Christian
Special District.
church. He is a republican but has never been active in political life.

HENRY A. APPLE, a highly respected citizen of Loramie township,
Shelby county, O., a retired farmer living on one of his two farms lying in
Loramie township, was born one mile east, February 15, 1849, an ^ s a son
of Henry S. and Katie (Gephart) Apple.
Henry S. Apple was born in Jackson township, Montgomery county, O.,
a son of John Apple and a grandson of Henry Apple, whose father, John
Apple, came to America from Germany and settled in Pennsylvania. Henry
S. Apple married Katie Gephart, a daughter of George Gephart, who was
a pioneer in Jackson township, Montgomery county, and fchey came as pioneers
to Loramie township, Shelby county. Here Henry S. Apple developed a farm
from the wilderness and became a well-known and respected man, spending
forty subsequent years in this section and dying at the age of sixty-six years.
His widow survived to the age of seventy-two years and their burial was in
the cemetery at Covington, O. They had seven children born to them, Henry
^

A. being the fourth in order of birth.
Henry A. Apple was reared in an excellent home and attended the Beech
Grove school in the winter time, until he was seventeen years of age, after
which he gave his father valued assistance in the heavy task of clearing his
large acreage of land. After marriage he settled on the farm of 140 acres on
which he yet lives and still owns another farm in this township, while he has
also given each of his children a farm. When he first came here he and wife
went to housekeeping in a log cabin of one room and during the next two years
he was so busy that he could do little more in the way of building than to
keep the cabin warm and comfortable and the barn equally so in order to
shelter his few cattle.
He then built his present substantial barn and after
twelve years put up his present handsome brick house which he has made into
At first he had seventy-seven and one-half
a comfortable modern home.
acres in his farm and to that he kept on adding until he owned a large amount
of property and extensively engaged in farming and raised stock and cattle.
His home farm is all under cultivation except nine acres of timber, and it is
situated two miles east of the Darke county line.
On October 21, 1869, Mr. Apple was married to Miss Mary C. Mader.
who was born in Loramie township, Shelby county, O., August 27, 1848, and
is a daughter of Frederick Christopher and Margaret
Crospy) Mader, both of
whom died in Loramie township. On April 5. 1870, Mr. and Mrs. Apple
took up their residence on this place and here all their children have been born,
namely: William E. Louisa C., who is the wife of Henry C. Kelch and they
live in Loramie township; and Hulda J., who is the wife of J. Walter Brown
and they live in the Greenwood Special School District. Mr. Apple and wife
belong to the Lutheran church in which he was an official for twenty-one
In national affairs Mr. Apple has always been a democrat but in local
years.
matters in recent years has been .disposed to vote independently. At the time
(

;
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of this representative citizen of the county of Shelby was
written, he is filling no public office, but, like all the members of this old and
solid family, his influence is considerable and his judgment on all matters is
valued by his fellow citizens.
this brief sketch

retired farmer and highly respected citizen of Loramie
J. J. APPLE, a
township, Shelby county, O., who owns two farms in the Beech Grove Special
School District, one of seventy-seven acres and the other of ioo acres, was
born in this township August 29, 1846, and is a son of Henry S. Apple and a
grandson of John Apple and a great-grandson of Henry Apple.
Henry Apple was born in Pennsylvania and was a son of John Apple, who
was born in Germany. The second John Apple, grandfather of J. J. Apple,
was born after his father had settled in Montgomery county, O., and was one
of a family of thirteen children. John Apple (2) married Diana Savior, who
was born in Montgomery county and they passed their lives there, where he
had 160 acres of land. His death occurred on that farm and that of his
wife soon afterward, both being aged sixty-six years, they being separated but
two weeks. This farm lies one mile north of Farmersville, Montgomery
county, O., and probably yet belongs to the family. Mr. Apple was a man of
local prominence and at one time or another filled about all the local offices.
To him and wife six children were born, namely: Henry S. William, who
died at Versailles, O., was a farmer in Darke county and married Clovina
Miller; Katie, who married Jacob Gephart anil they lived in Loramie township
for twenty-five years and then settled on the grandfather's farm in Montgomery county; Jacob S., who died in Loramie township; Ullery, who lived
first in Shelby county and then moved to Bunker Hill, Ind., and from there
to Oregon, where he subsequently died and was buried there, in early manhood having married Martha Davis, of Montgomery county, O. and Sarah,,
who is the wife of Jonathan Esler and they live at Peru, Ind.
Henry S. Apple, father of J. J. Apple, was born in Jackson township,
Montgomery county, O., where he was reared and attended the early schools.
He was married there to Katie Gephart, whose father owned a farm three
miles from the Apple farm, George Gephart being one of the pioneers of the
township. After their marriage Henry S. Apple and iiis wife came to Loramie
township and settled on eighty acres of land, the same farm on which their
son, J. J. Apple, now lives.
He had already put up a hewed log house on the
place and thus had made suitable provision for family comfort. To Henry S.
and Katie Apple the following children were born
Peggy, who married
William Routson, and both died in Miami county; J. J. and G. H., twins, the
latter of whom is deceased; Henry A., who is a retired farmer in Loramie
township; Louisa, who is the wife of David Kaiser, of Loramie township;
Lavina, who is deceased, was the wife of David Fessler, of Miami county;
and Elias. who died when three years old. Henry S. Apple cut down the
first tree ever felled on the 160 acres which lie south of the present home farm,
on the county line, and on that place he died at the age of sixty-six years, six
months and sixteen davs, and his burial was on the fortieth anniversary of his
;

;

:
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coming

.

Loramie township. His widow survived him and died in her seventy-second year, and both now rest in the Covington cemetery. They were
members and liberal supporters of the Lutheran church. Henry S. Apple was,
for his day, an extensive raiser of horses and cattle together with sheep and
hogs, being exceedingly successful in his management of stock.
J. J. Apple was reared in Loramie township and obtained his education
in the Beech Grove School District and from boyhood had his tasks assigned
him on the farm and as he grew older assisted in doing some of the clearing.
During many years of active agricultural life he pursued farming and stock
raising and success in these lines rewarded his industry. He has lived on his
present place ever since his marriage, on October i, 1868, to Miss Lavina
Apple.
She was born in Wayne township, Darke county, O., October 11,
185 1, and is a daughter of George and Katie (Rocher) Apple, natives of
Montgomery county, who moved to Darke county after marriage and there
their nine children were born, six of whom survive.
The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Apple George Henry,
who lives at West Alexander, O., married Amanda Loxley and they have one
son, John Isaiah, who lives at Sidney, married Ida Routson and they have
the following children: Agnes, Eden, Ivan, Chalmer, Delmer, Lavina, Reuben and Lulu; Mary Catherine, who is the wife of Louis Brown, residing in
Darke county and they have three children: Silva, and Inez and Ivan, twins;
a twin sister of Mary, who is deceased and Perry, who lives on and operates
his father's 100-acre farm, married Christina Reed and they have two children Bertha and T.reva. Mr. Apple and wife are members of the Lutheran church. Politically he is a democrat and on numerous occasions has been
elected to township offices, serving six years as township trustee and several
years as school director and as road supervisor.
to

:

;

;

—

H. H. APPLE, who is one of Loramie township's most respected citizens
and able men, for a number of years serving most acceptably as township
clerk and also on the board of education, belongs to an old and substantial
family that was established in Shelby county, O., by his grandfather, John
Apple. He was born on his present farm in Loramie township, where he has
ninety-five acres, November 2, 1861, and is a son of Jacob S. and Sarah E.
(Creager) Apple.
Jacob S. Apple was born in Montgomery county, O., and was fifteen years
when he came to Loramie township, Shelby county. Here he subsequently
secured 160 acres of land for $500, and on this he cut the first tree and erected
a pioneer cabin for a home. He cleared his land and as it required draining
he at first used oak timbers for pipes but later put down tile and his soil
became mellow and productive. He became a man of ample means and his

old

fellow citizens recognized his sterling character, electing him to offices of trust
and responsibility. He served as township trustee and township treasurer
and also was a member of the school board and was universally esteemed for
his honesty and consulted in important matters as a tribute to his good judgment. He became an extensive farmer and also was a successful dealer in
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death, in 1902, when aged sixty-seven years, he owned
three farms, aggregating 320' acres and had previously sold two eighty-acre
tracts of land in this township and bought 160 in Kansas and later another
160 there. He was a stanch democrat and the success of his party was always
horses.

At the time of

a matter of pleasure to him as long as he lived. He married Sarah E. Creager,
who was born also in Montgomery county, O., where her father, William
Creager, died before she came to Shelby county. Three sons were born to
this marriage: John W., who lives in Missouri; H. H.; and G. E., who lives
in the old home in Loramie township.
H. H. Apple and his brothers all attended the Beech Grove school in boyhood and later he and his brother, G. E. were students in the Ohio Normal
School at Ada, O., following which H. H. Apple taught two terms of school
in his native township.

After his

first

marriage he settled on the east ninety-

of the homestead and has made all the improvements here with the
All
exception of building the residence, his father having completed that.
his land is in excellent condition and all under cultivation with the exception
of twenty-five acres which is valuable as a wood lot.
H. H. Apple married Miss Carrie Allgire, who was bom in Franklin
county, O., and died in Loramie township, Shelby county, June 23, 1891, aged
twenty-six years.
She was a member of the Christian church at Houston,
where her burial took place. Her parents were Henry H. Allgire and wife,
formerly of Franklin county and later of Loramie township. One daughter
was born to this marriage, Bertha, who is the wife of W. E. Baumgardner,
a business man of Russia, O. In 1893, Mr. Apple was married (second) to
Miss Florence Cook, who was born in Montgomery county. O, a daughter
of Ezra Cook, and five children have been born, two of whom, Ada and Roy,
Edgar W., Arthur F. and
the oldest and the youngest, are now deceased.
Clifford L. all survive.
Mr. Apple and family belong to the Lutheran church
five acres

at

Bloomer.

The Apple family in Shelby county has been notably devoted to the Lutheran church and no less so to the democratic party and H. H. Apple has upheld
family tradition and custom. On the democratic ticket he was first elected
township clerk of Loramie township, in 1887 and served until 1891, when
he was appointed clerk for J. H. Cruse in June, 1906, served that term, and
in January, 1907, was elected clerk and served in the office until January,
191 2. Fraternally he is identified with the Knights of Pythias at Versailles,
O., and is a member of the D. H. T. Association, of which he is also secretary.
A. RUSSELL for many years has been a representaShelby county, O., teacher, farmer, stock raiser and public
official and is well known, particularly in Clinton and Turtle Creek townships, and in the former of which he owns twenty-seven acres of good land
and in the latter has 297 acres. He was born here March 30, 1837, and is a
son of Joshua and Jane (McClure) Russell.
Joshua Russell and wife were born in Virginia and after coming to
Ohio he engaged during all his active life in farming and stuck raising.
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He was

one of the leading members and
church.
His children were as

liberal

supporters of the Pres-

follows: William A.;
Moses
John A.; Mary J., who married Adam Russell; Margaret
E., who is deceased; and Martha E., who married William E. Russell.
William A. Russell attended the district schools and afterward taught
school very acceptably for six years and many of his old pupils have
lived to reflect credit on him.
He then turned his attention to farming
and stock raising and these industries he successfully followed for many
years.
In his political views he is a Republican and at different times he
has been chosen for important political offices in the township and has
served as land appraiser of Turtle Creek township and through two
terms was treasurer of that township.
Mr. Russell was married in September, 1865, to Miss Laura A. Beck,
who is a daughter of Edward Beck of Turtle Creek township. Her one
sister, Martha E., is the wife of James Russell, brother of William A.
Russell.
To William A. Russell and wife the following children were
born, all of whom are prominent socially and otherwise.
Edward T.,

byterian

James; Cyrus H.

who

formerly

;

represented

in
the state senate; Jennie;
the wife of Edison Richards; Xathan
Sidney, O. Chester B., who is connected
with a western business house; Nettie, who is a trained nurse, now at Minneapolis, Minn. and Maude, who is an educator connected with the schools of
Cincinnati, O. The family attends the Presbyterian church.

this

district

who is now deceased, was
who is in the leather business at

Cora,
A.,

:

;

H. W. APPLE, who is one of the representative citizens of Loramie
township, Shelby county, O., interested in all important matters in his community and especially concerned in educational advancement, resides on the
old family homestead of 175 acres, all improved with the exception of about
twenty acres yet in valuable timber. He was born on this farm on August 16,
1868, and is a son of George Hiram and Elizabeth (Apple) Apple.
George Hiram Apple was born one mile west of the above farm, also
in Loramie township, August 29, 1846, a son of Henry S. and Catherine (Gebhart) Apple. Henry S. Apple was born in Montgomery county, O., and was
reared there and married into a neighboring family, Miss Catherine Gebhart
becoming his wife and subsequently the mother of their six children, namely:
Peggy (Elizabeth), who became the wife of William Routson, residing near
Rangeville, in Miami county; Hiram S. Jacob J., who was a twin of Hiram
Henry A., who married Kate Mader and lived in Loramie township;
S.
Louisa, who became the wife of David Kaiser, residing in Loramie township;
and Lavina, who is deceased, was the wife of David Fessler, of Miami county.
After marriage, Henry S. Apple and wife moved to what was then a wild
region-, Loramie township, in Shelby county and settled in the woods, securing
160 acres of virgin land. Here he cleared off enough for a home site and
afterward replaced the first log structure with what was probably the first
brick house ever built in this township, the bricks for the same being made
on his farm. Here his death occurred at the age of sixty-five years, five
;

;
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His wife lived to the
age of seventy-two years. They were early members and liberal supporters
George Hiram Apple
of the Evangelical Lutheran church at Bloomer, O.
became a farmer and thresher as his father had been and developed into a
man of like sterling character. He continued the clearing of the land which
his father had commenced and made many improvements on the place and

months and

six days,

and

his burial

was

at

Covington.

spent his life here, his death occurring at the age of fifty-five years. He was
most worthy member of the Lutheran church and his resting place is in the
church cemetery at Covington. He married Elizabeth Apple, a daughter of
Enoch Apple, of Montgomery county, O., and she survives, being now in her
Two of the family of six children are
sixtieth year, a resident of Indiana.
a

deceased, twin sons, the youngest born, the survivors being: H. W. Catherine, who is the wife of John Ortman, of Loramie township; Alice, who is the
wife of William Shock, of North Manchester, Ind. and J. V., who is a resident of Dayton, O.
H. W. Apple has spent his life in this section of Shelby county and hence
is well known and, like all the Apple family, he is held in respect and esteem.
;

;

He

attended school in the Beech Grove Special School District of which,
life, he became a valued official and at present is in his fifth year
as a member of its board of education and has already served both as president and as vice president of this important body. When he came into possession of the homestead it had already been cleared and while he has never
ceased making improvements of some kind, he had no great burden of this
nature placed on him when he started out for himself. Immediately after
marriage he lived on land situated directly across from the homestead which
he sold prior to purchasing this farm, which is situated five and one-half miles
north of Covington. In addition to engaging in a general farming line, Mr.
Apple raises and deals in cattle and draft horses. His business interests are
largely agricultural and he is numbered with the judicious and prosperous
business men of this section.
Mr. Apple married Miss Corda Grise, who was born in Darke county,
O.. a daughter of Peter and Margaret Grise.
The father of Mrs. Apple,
who is now deceased, at one time was the largest landowner in Darke county.
When he died, at the age of eighty-three years, he left the sum of ninety thousand dollars to his family, together with eleven highly improved farms. All
this wealth he accumulated himself, being a shrewd financier and a man of
unceasing industry during all his active life. His burial was at Gettysburg,
O. He was a native of Montgomery county but his first wife, Matilda Wyison, was a native of Darke county, as was also his second wife, Margaret
Mann. The latter survives and resides at Gettysburg, O., where Mr. Grise,
in his later years, owned the First National Bank.
Both wives were the
mothers of twelve children and of the two families there are seventeen children still living, Mrs. Apple being one of the heirs to her father's very large
in

mature

estate.

Mr. and Mrs. Apple have had four children: Clarence, Ralph, Martha
and Orville, the last named being now deceased, having been accidentally
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drowned when aged

Mr. Apple and family belong to the Lutheran
six years.
church. In politics Mr. Apple lias been a lifelong democrat and at times has
consented to serve in township offices, especially on the school board, and has
also been turnpike superintendent.

H. W. CAVEN, one of the best known citizens of Orange township,
Shelby county, O., now serving in his second term as township trustee, resides
on his mother's farm of ioo acres, which lies six miles southeast of Sidney,
and here he was born in 1877.
James M. Caven, father of H. W. Caven, was born in Miami county,
O., three miles south of the present farm of the family, and after reaching
manhood engaged there in farming until 1874, when he came to Orange
township, purchasing 100 acres of land and cultivating and improving it until
1904, when he retired and then moved to Fletcher, O., where his death occurred
in 1908, when he was aged seventy-three years.
He had put the farm in fine
condition, erecting all the buildings which now stand except the residence,
which he remodeled. He married Annetta S. Sayers, who was born in Miami
county and is now a highly esteemed resident of Fletcher. They had four
children, namely: William M., who lives in Green township; James S., who
is a resident of Miami county
H. W. arid Mrs. Bertha M. Wyatt, who lives
;

;

at Detroit, Mich.

H. W. Caven attended

the public schools of

Orange township and

after-

ward, a business college at Piqua, O., being thus well prepared for other lines
of activity than agriculture, but farming and stock raising perfectly satisfies
him and he makes a success of the business, taking care of the home farm
for his mother.
Grain, hay, fruits and other products are raised and Mr.
Caven usually has some as excellent stock as is found in the township.
On March 11, 1903, Mr. Caven married Miss Lottie E. Fergus, who was
born in 1878, on a farm west of Kirkwood, in Shelby county, O. She is a
daughter of T. H. and Mary (Valentine) Fergus, one of a family of four
children, the others being: Frank P., Leonard C. and Mrs. Olive Knox, the
latter of Dayton, O.
Mr. and Mrs. Caven have three children: Frances S.,
who was born April 20, 1905; Vertus V., who was born August jo, 1908;
and Kathryn Lois, who was born September 15, 1911.
In his views on public questions, Mr. Caven has always been a democrat,
and his party standing and the place he occupies in the regard of his fellow
citizens, may be indicated by the fact that since he was elected township trustee in 1909, he has been continued in office.

PETER

PAULLJS, who is one of the leading men of Loramie township,
a successful farmer and for eight years a member of the school board of the
Huffman Special School District, lives on the north side of the east and west
owns eighty-two and one-half acres of excellent land. He
was born one and one-half miles north of Frenchtown in Wayne township,
Darke county, O., February 29, 1872, and- is a son of John and Lena Paulus.
road, where he

Peter Paulus attended the public schools of

Wayne township and

after-
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ward learned

the carpenter trade and then went into the threshing business
which he followed for eleven years in Shelby county after having successfully followed the business for five years in Darke county.
He then pur-

chased his present farm, all of which with the exception of ten acres of woodland, he has drained and tiled, fenced and otherwise improved, and here carries on general farming and stock raising.
Mr. Paulus married Miss Elizabeth Francis, who was born in Loramie
township, a daughter of Stephen and Catherine (Pepiot) Francis, who reside
in the Francis Special School District.
Mr. and Mrs. Paulus have had children as follows Catherine, Lawrence, Thomas, Stephen John, deceased,
Stephen, Martha and Christine. The children have enjoyed excellent school
advantages as their father has always believed in general education. They
give great promise as to future usefulness.
Mr. Paulus has been a lifelong
democrat and several times has been elected to important township offices by
his party and has served most acceptably as supervisor and road superintendent.
With his family he belongs to the Roman Catholic church at Russia, O.
:

HENRY

SHERMAN,

president of the board of education of the TurF.
ner Special School District in Cynthian township, is a prominent farmer,
owning ioo acres of fine land situated in section 27, all of which, with the
exception of ten acres of woodland, he has under cultivation. Mr. Sherman
was born in McLean township, Shelby county, March 30, 1868; and is a son
of Joseph and Mary ( Rottinghaus) Sherman.

Joseph Sherman was born

in

Germany October

22, 1816,

and was sixteen

years old when his parents came to the United States and settled in Shelby
There he grew to manhood and
county, O., locating in McLean township.
married Elizabeth Gelir, of Minster, O., and of the ten children born to that
marriage there is but one survivor, a resident of Troy, O. His second marriage was to Mary Rottinghaus and of the ten children born to this union
there are five survivors, namely: Elizabeth, wife of John Zimmerman; John,
residing in Cynthian township; Henry F. Frank, residing in Cynthian townMr. Sherman
ship; and Annie, wife of Frank Turner of Cynthian township.
owner! a farm of 150 acres and there passed the larger part of his life, his
His second wife lived to be
death occurring in his seventy-seventh year.
thirty-eight years of age.
They were faithful members of St. Michael's
Catholic church at Fort Loramie. During many years he was elected to township offices on the democratic ticket and was known to be an upright, honorable
;

man.

Sherman continued on the home farm for three years after his
and then sold his interest and since his marriage has lived on
farm in Cynthian township. Through his own efforts this place
has been brought to its fine condition as to productiveness and improvements,
including a complete system of drainage and tiling. He raises both grain and
stock, using his corn for feeding purposes but selling wheat and oats, his land
producing more than the average in grain.
Mr. Sherman married Miss Lucy Gaier, who was born in McLean town-

Henry

F.

father's death

his present
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William, Emma, Edward, Leo,
ship, and they have the following children
August and Ida. Mr. Sherman and family are members of St. Peter and St.
In
Paul's church, at Newport, O., of which he was warden for four years.
For four years he was one of the truspolitics Mr. Sherman is a democrat.
tees of Cynthian township and during two years of that period was president
of the board, while he has been president of the board of education of the
Turner Special School District for about six years.
:

T. C. SKILLEN, who is a representative citizen of Loramie township and
for three years treasurer of the board of education of the Houston Special
School District, resides on his valuable farm of 140 acres, eighty of which lies
in the Oran Special School District, and an additional thirty-seven acres of
fine woodland.
He was born in Loramie township, Shelby county, O.,
December 19, 1850, and is a son of Thomas Skillen and a grandson of William
Skillen.

Thomas Skillen was born in Westmoreland county, Pa., and he accompanied his parents and several other families to Ohio, a part of the journey
being made on rafts on the Ohio river. They all finally settled in Loramie
township and here William Skillen reared a large family of children, one
of whom subsequently became a probate judge.
Thomas Skillen was married three times, his second wife, Amanda Griffis, being the mother of but
two children T. C. and Oran, who died in infancy. The mother died when
aged thirty-seven years, T. C. being then aged eighteen months. Both parents
were members, of the Presbyterian church. Thomas Skillen was born in
1815 and died in 1900, his burial being at Houston, O.
T. C. Skillen was reared in Loramie township and attended the public
schools, which have always been better conducted and supported here than in
many sections, and afterward found farm duties awaiting him. He has followed agricultural pursuits all his life and since his marriage has lived con:

tinuously at

Dawson.

Mr. Skillen married Miss California M. Cox, who was born in San
Joaquin county, California, a daughter of I. S. and Catherine Cox, both of
whom died in Loramie township. Mr. and Mrs. Skillen have but one surviving child, Theodore Benson, who is a bright pupil in the public school. Others
died in childhood, Thomas, Forest S. and Pearl LeRoy. Mr. and Mrs. Skillen are members of the Presbyterian church at Dawson, in which he is an
elder and also a member of the board of trustees. In his later years the father
of Mr. Skillen was a republican and the latter belongs to the progressive wing
of the party. He served eleven years as a notary public, and, as indicated
above, has taken a deep interest in educational matters.
Mr. Skillen as a
citizen is held in high esteem and commands the respect of his fellow citizens
by those evidences of a sterling character which Americans are proud to claim
as a national characteristic.

LEVI
ship,

D. FESSLER, who is one of the leading citizens of Loramie townShelby county, O., for many years has been especially interested in the
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public schools and their advancement, and is a general farmer, his forty acres
of well-improved land lying one mile north of the Miami and Shelby county
Mr. Fessler was born on this
Jine and nine miles from the city of Piqua, O.

farm, August 28, 1862, and

is

a son of

John

and Catherine (Ganger)

J.

Fessler.

John J. Fessler was born in Baden, Germany, February 21, 1825, and was
twenty-one years old when he accompanied his widowed mother, Salome FesHis father died in Germany leaving ten children, the eldest
sler, to America.
of whom, George Fessler, was the first of the family to cross the Atlantic
ocean and begin life in the United States. When the mother and nine children followed they all lived at Cincinnati, O.. for a time, while they sought
a desirable section in which to settle permanently, finally selecting eighty
acres in Loramie township, Shelby county, forty acres of which Levi D. FesThey were among the pioneers when they came here, very
sler now owns.
little clearing having been done in the township and neighbors were few.
They went through all the hardships of pioneer life but never parted with their
land and each year made it more valuable.

John J. Fessler married Catherine Ganger, who was born in Montgomery county, O., April 1, 1831, and her death occurred January 10, 1895, and
her burial was in the Bloomer cemetery in Miami county, and by her side her
husband was laid five years later, his death taking place in March, 1900, his
age being seventy-five years, one month and seven days. They were members and conscientious supporters of the Lutheran church. Politically he was
a democrat and on two occasions was elected a trustee of Loramie township
and served with fairness and honesty. They settled in Loramie township and
here their children were reared as follows: Margaret, Mary, Barbara ami
Catherine, all of whom are now deceased; Louisa, who lives in Cynthian
township John, who is a resident of Elkhart, Ind. Jacob, who is in business
at Piqua; Levi D. William, who also lives at Piqua; and Minnie, who is the
wife of J. H. Fritz, of Loramie township.
Levi D. Fessler attended the district schools and remained on the home
farm and took care of his parents until they passed away and then purchased
the south forty acres of the homestead.
Since then he has greatly improved
his property and all the substantial buildings here were erected by him and
all other improvements made.
Like his father he has always been a democrat and has taken a good citizen's interest in township affairs and has felt
especially responsible concerning the permanence and efficiency of the public
schools, serving for seven years as clerk of the board of education of the
Beech Grove Special School District. He served three terms as assessor of
Loramie township and for four years as a trustee, during the second two
years being president of the board.
On June 5, 1892, Mr. Fessler was married to Miss Barbara Elizabeth
Wehneman, who was born in Loramie township, April 2, 1864, a daughter of
John H. and Ann Elizabeth Wehneman, and they have five children: Clarence
Ferdinand, Mabel Ruth, Alice Pearl, Ruby Leona and Clissie Marie. These
children are all bright students in the same school their father attended. The
family belongs to the Lutheran church.
;

;

;
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GEORGE

FRANCIS,

one of the enterprising young agriculturists of
Loramie township? where he works eighty acres of well improved land, owned
by his father, has spent his life in his native county and belongs to a well
known family here. He was born at Russia, Shelby county, January 13, 1883,
and is a son of Celestine and Rosalie (Cordonnier) Francis, who are residents of Russia, O.
After his school days were over, George N. Francis learned the carpenter
trade at which he worked throughout Shelby county, living at Russia from
1908 until 191 1, when he put aside his tools with which he had proved himself very skillful, and since then has been engaged in general farming and
has all this land under cultivation with the exception of twelve acres still in
Mr. Francis is a democrat in politics and is one of the leading and
timber.
N.

active citizens of his township.

Loramie township and

Since January, 1912, he has been clerk of
and for two years has been clerk

also a notary public,

of the Russia Special School

District.

On June 2, 1908, Mr. Francis was married to Miss Leontine Monnin, a
daughter of Justin and Emelia (Millet) Monnin, and they have three children Lyndon, Yvonne and Linus. Mr. Francis and wife are members of the
Catholic church at Russia. Until the order of Knights of St. John was discontinued at Russia, Mr. Francis was secretary of the organization.
:

CHARLES

WOLAVER,

president of the board of trustees of Loramie
A.
township, is a well known resident of Houston, O., where he follows the carpenter trade, his pleasant home and comfortable residence being situated on
He was born two
the east side of the Piqua and St. Mary's turnpike road.
miles west of Newport, O., in Cynthian township, Shelby county, February
(Dunn)
Wolaver.
and
Elizabeth
9, 1863, and is a son of Henry
Henry Wolaver died on his farm in Loramie township, when in his fiftyfifth year and was laid to rest in the cemetery of the Christian church, being
member
of that religious body. He married Elizabeth Dunn, who was born
a
in Loramie township and still resides on her farm there, her son, John R.,
carrying on the farm industries. To Henry and Elizabeth Wolaver four children were born: Charles A., John R., William H. and Laura A., who is the
wife of Henry Wick.
Charles A. Wolaver was educated in the schools of Cynthian and Loramie
townships, and since 1882 has been a permanent resident of the latter township, where he has farm interests.
Since February, 191 2, he has occupied his
present home. For the past two years he has been president of the Farmers
Elevator Company, of Houston, of which he is a director and was one of the
founders, and for the past three years he has been agent for one of the latest
improved cream separators, an indispensable article for dairymen.
On December 27, 1890, Mr. Wolaver was married to Miss Annie E.
Cromes, who was born in Miami county, O., June 30, 1869, and is a daughter
of Joseph and Elizabeth Cromes, both of whom are now deceased. To Mr.
and Mrs. Wolaver three children were born: Forrest Raymond, a resident of
Houston, who married Florence E. Flavert; Arthur Emerson, who is in the
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Houston high school as a student and Walter Elwood, who attends the public
schools.
Mr. Wolaver has been a lifelong democrat, as was his father, and
;

is now serving in his second year as a member of the township board of trustees, having been president of this body since January, 1912.
He is recognized
as one of the reliable men of Loramie township, ever ready to perform any
public duty and honest and efficient in whatver he attempts, whether in business or as a public official.

B. S. CECIL, who is a well known citizen of Dawson, where he is engaged
in the blacksmith business, is a native of Shelby county, born at Oran, O., a
son of E. R. and Sarah (Whitney) Cecil. The father died in Cynthian township at the age of forty-four years and the mother died when aged thirty
years.
They had five children, three of whom are deceased, the two survivors living in Shelby county. The father was a veteran of the Civil war and
his record was that of a brave man.
He
B. S. Cecil celebrated his forty-fifth birthday on October 5, 1912.
was reared on the home farm and obtained his education in Cynthian township and at Oran and in early manhood engaged in farming but later learned
the blacksmiith trade and has been established in his own shop at Dawson

He is known as an excellent workman and there
never a time when he is not busy. He not only does blacksmith work but
all kinds of repairing.
Mr. Cecil married Mrs. Florence Louella (Cornell) Mills, widow of
Charles Mills, and they have had the following children
Goldie May,
deceased; Albert E., Lester C, Clifford L., and Murrey Leo, deceased. Mr.
Cecil belongs to the independent wing of the republican party but has never
been willing to accept any office other than membership on the school board,
for the past four years having been president of the Houston Special School
District of Loramie township.
He is one of the town's sturdy and reliable
for the past sixteen years.

is

:

citizens

and

is

held in general esteem.

GEORGE W. FOSTER,

a prosperous agriculturist and representative
Loramie township, resides one and one-quarter mile south of Houston, O., on the Piqua and St. Mary's turnpike road, where he owns 120 acres
of fine land, was born February 28, i860, at Canton, O., and is a son of John
H. and Augusta Foster.
John H. Foster and wife were born in Germany and when they first
reached the United States, settled at Wheeling, W. Va., and in a short time
came to Canton, O., and in 1863 to Piqua, from which city, in 1870, they
came to Loramie township, where they passed the rest of their lives. They
were members of the Brethren church at Piqua. John H. Foster died when
aged fifty-nine years and his wife when ten years older and their burial was
at Houston.
They were parents of five sons and one daughter and four of
citizen of

the sons survive.

George W. Foster attended the public schools of Piqua and in the Beech
Grove District in Loramie township. Afterward he became a farmer and
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Washington township prior to his marriage, and twelve
years afterward, and then came to his present farm in Loramie township.
When he settled here his land was covered with brush and thickets and it
required much hard toil and a considerable expenditure of money to clear,
lived five years in

to place the many substantial improvements here.
stock raising employ Mr. Foster's attention, his two youngest
sons now assuming many of the heaviest responsibilities.
Mr. Foster married Miss Anna Snaveley, who was born in Washington
township, a daughter of the late Washington Snaveley, and they have three
children Theda B., who married E. H. Billing, of Swanders, O. and Guy
Mr. Foster and family are members of the Presbyterian
E. and Marion O.
church at Mt. Jefferson, in which he is an elder and is also church treasurer
and a trustee. He is a republican in politics.

and drain, and

cultivate

Farming and

:

HENRY ACHBACH,

;

whose well cultivated farm of forty acres

lies in

section 22, Cynthian township, Shelby county, O., was born on this farm,
November 5, 1865, and is a son of George and Louisa (Seing) Achbach.

The parents of Mr. Achbach were born in Germany, were reared and
educated there and were married two years before coming to America. When
they reached the United States they located on land in Kentucky, it being the
intention of George Achbach to follow farming, but conditions did not satisfy
them where they first settled and they then moved to Patterson township in
Darke county, O. Afterward they came on into Shelby county and here Mr.
Achbach secured the present home farm, three acres of which had been
Very soon afterward he erected a better
cleared and a log cabin erected.
log house and with the help of his sons as they grew old enough, succeeded in
This land has
entirely clearing the land, keeping four acres as a wood lot.
been put into fine condition through proper draining and tiling and would
command a high price if put on the market. On this farm George Achbach
His
died at the age of fifty-eight years, having led a very laborious life.
widow survived to the age of eighty- four years and both were interred in the
Lutheran cemetery. During the Civil war he was a brave soldier, serving for
three years and three months, and, although ever at the post of duty, escaped
all injury.
George Achbach and wife had seven children, namely: Charles,
who was born in Germany; Mary, who is deceased, was the wife of John
Stifel; and Julius, Caroline, Annie, Henry and Amanda.
Henry Achbach attended school in the Grisey Special School District and
afterward engaged in farming, working the home place and also renting an
adjoining farm.
For the past six years he has lived continuously on this
farm, carrying on a general agricultural line, but for nine years previously
he worked in the spoke factory at St. Mary's. He married Miss Mary Hecht,
who was born in Patterson township, Darke county, O., a daughter of Henry
and Pauline Hecht, the former of whom is now deceased. Mr. and Mrs.
Achbach have six children: William, who was born in Cynthian township;
Clara, Anna and Clarence, all of whom were born at St. Mary's: Elizabeth
and Ethel, who were born on the present home farm. Mr. Achbach and fam-
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belong to the Lutheran church.
He is a democrat in politics and is
happy to have his neighbors agree with him on public questions but he has
never been willing to serve in any office except as a member of the board of
education, to which he was elected in January, 191 1.
ily

P. O. STOCKSTILL, one of the progressive agriculturists of Orange
township, Shelby county, O., whose valuable and well improved farm 01
eighty acres is situated two miles southeast of Sidney, was born where he
now lives, in 1867, and is a son of Thomas and a grandson of Elias Stockstill, who was one of the pioneers in Shelby county, coming at a very early
clay from near Midway, in Miami county, where possibly he was born.
He
settled near Maplewood, in Shelby county, and he and wife died here.
They
were solid, reliable people and their descendants have reflected credit on
them to the present day.

Thomas Stockstill was born on his father's farm near Maplewood in
Shelby county, and in manhood moved to Orange township, where he carried
on general farming for many years and then retired to Sidney, but still own;
two valuable tracts of land, one of eighty acres and a second one of thirty acres.
He married Martha Mitchell, who passed away about 1906, the mother of
eleven children, nine of whom are yet living.
P. O. Stockstill was reared and educated in Orange township.
When
prepared to go into business on his own account he purchased a part of the
old homestead from his father, paying $10,000 for this eighty-acre tract.
He has improved the same since it came into his possession, having rented
it for ten years previously, and here carries on farming and stock raising
according to scientific methods and has one of the most productive farms in
this section of the county.
Mr. Stockstill married Miss Estella Fergus, who was born in Shelby
county, and a family of seven children has been born to them, namely:
Ethel, Martha, Clem, Joseph, Blanche, Robert and Roger.
The eldest
daughter married Earl Applegate, who is a well known educator in this
county, and they have one son, Ralph. Mr. Stockstill and family belong to the
Methodist Episcopal church at Sidney, of which he is a trustee. Not only
is Mr. Stockstill a progressive farmer but he is also a progressive citizen, wide
awake to public questions and having sensible and convincing opinions of his
own. For fourteen years he has been a member of the township school board
and at present is serving most acceptably in the office of justice of the peace.
For the past twenty-two years he has been identified with the Odd Fellows
and belongs also to the Red Men.

RATERMANN,

LOUIS P.
raising on the old

who carries on general farming and stockRatermann homestead, consisting of seventy-three acres situated in section 8, St. Patrick Special School District, in McLean township,
Shelby county, O., was born on this farm, April 5, 1880, and is a son of Henry
anl Sophia

(Wehinger) Ratermann.

The Ratermann family

originated in

Germany and

the

first

of those to
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come from Hanover was John Henry Bernard Ratermann, who was accompanied by his wife, Anna Maria Ratermann, and their one son, Ferdinand.
They settled in McLean township, Shelby county, O., southeast of Fort
Loramie, and there the other children were born, namely: Henry; Philip,
who formerly was county surveyor of Shelby county, Bernard, a schoolteacher who died at the age of twenty-three years; and Joseph, who is a resident of Sidney, each son receiving the gift of a farm from his father. The
latter was one of the pioneers of St. Michael's Catholic church and in early
days baptisms and other church offices were frequently performed in his dwelling. He died at the age of sixty-seven, his wife surviving him by nine months.
Henry Ratermann was reared on the old farm and has heard his father
say that when he settled there but one house had been built in what is now the
busy and important town of Fort Loramie. He attended the Berlin district
school and afterward continued his studies alone, purchasing books so that he
After his marriage Henry
could advance farther in general knowledge.
Ratermann settled on the farm now occupied by his youngest son, clearing
the land and making improvements and on that place his death occurred in
Like his father before him he was a
1881, at the age of forty-six years.
democrat and all his life he was a worthy member of St. Michael's church.

On June

4,

1867, Mr.

Ratermann was married

to

Miss Sophia Wehinger,

who was born in Wuertenberg, Germany, April 14, 1849, and was five years
when her parents, August and Frances (Rupprecht) Wehinger brought

old

her to America. They lived for some time at Fort Loramie, O.. and then
moved to a small farm west of the town, and there the mother of Mrs. Ratermann died when aged forty-five and her father when aged forty-nine years.
They were parents of five children,- all reared in the Catholic church; Rosa,
who is deceased; Hilda, who is a resident of St. Patrick; Madeline, who is
deceased; Sophia; and Anton, who lives at Mansfield, O.
To Henry Ratermann and wife the following children were born: William, who died at the age of twenty-seven years, married Elizabeth Ceding
and left one daughter, Wilhelmina, who lives with her grandmother; John
Bernard, who lives at Sidney, married Catherine Zimmerman and they have
six children

Alolph,

who

— Henrietta,
is in

Jerome, Catherine, Hilda. William and

the banking business at Fort Loramie; Anna,

petent stenographer employed at San Francisco; Frank,

who

who
is

Francis;
is

a

com-

a physician

at Fort Loramie; and Louis P.
After the death of her husband Mrs. Ratermann remained on the farm as her sons were able to carry on its industries
while she became a school teacher. For eleven years she continued to teach
the St. Patrick public school, retiring from educational work and resuming
domestic duties in 1895. In 1906 she took charge of her son Adolph's home
She was much beloved as a teacher, being of pleasing manat Fort Loramie.
ner and of intellectual strength, perfectly capable in the line of work she followed for more than a decade. It is worthy of mention that she was teaching
at the same time that three of her sons were also so engaged, these being
Frank, Bernard and Adolph. Mrs. Ratermann has a wide and pleasant social
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church.

Louis P. Raterinanu received his education at St. Patrick's district school
and afterward took charge of the home farm and has continued to successfully conduct it, keeping up the improvements and raising satisfactory crops
and cattle. He married Miss Anna Hoying, who is a daughter of Anthony
Hoying, a farmer in Turtle Creek township. They have three children Mary,
Henry and Ludowicka. With his family Mr. Ratermann belongs to St. Patrick's Catholic church.
He is a democrat in politics and takes a hearty interest
in public matters but is filling no office, finding his business important enough
to take up all his time.
:

GEORGE

M. BAKER, who owns and operates the old Baker homestead
of eighty-eight acres, situated in Washington township, Shelby county, O.,
was burn on this farm in 187^ and is a son of Ephraim and Nancy (Cain)
Baker.
Ephraim Baker was horn also in Shelby county and spent forty-four
years of his life on the above mentioned farm, doing the larger part of the
clearing.
In addition to farming and stock raising, he also worked at the ice
business for a time. His death occurred here in his seventy-fourth year. He
married Nancy Cain, who came from West Virginia and they had the following children Junie, Mrs. Elora Saunders. Albert, Leo, Franklin, George
M., Mrs. Peter Higgins and M. L., the last named being a resident of North
Dakota. The four survivors of the family include George M. and M. L. and
Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Higgins:
After his school days were over Mr. Baker was engaged in a grocery
business for some ten years. In 1908 he decided to turn his attention to farming and with this end in view bought the interests of the other heirs in the
homestead and since then has been successfully carrying on general farming and stock raising, cultivating his own land and an adjoining eighty acres.
Mr. Baker married Miss Adelle Filler and they have two children: William and Alfred. Mr. Baker and family are members of the United Brethren
church at Lockington, O.
Politically he is a republican and fraternallv he
is identified with the Odd Fellows at Kirkwood and belongs to the Encampment at Sidney.
:

JOHN

BORGER, a retired farmer of McLean township, also president
of the board of Berlin school district, was born in McLean township, this
county, May 15, 1858. His father Cristopher Borger, came to America from
Germany when a single man and after arriving here found employment on
various public works. He married in Cincinnati and from that town moved
with his wife by horse and wagon to Shelby county, stopping at a farm north
of the present family homestead. He then purchased eighty acres of land at
$2.50 per acre, which he registered at the land office at Chillicothe. O.. walking there and back. This land is now owned by his son, J. Bernard Borger.
His entire subsequent holdings included tracts of 120, 160. 80, 107 and 80
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his children.
He died at the age of
sixty-four years.
He was a member of St. Michael's Catholic church.
not active in politics, he always took an intelligent and useful interest
His wife died at the age of seventy-five years. She was a
in local affairs.
They had five children,
native of the same town in Germany as himself.
namely: Catherine, deceased, who was the wife of Joseph Tepe of CincinHenry, now deceased, who was twice married, his second wife being
nati
Rosa Sherman J. Bernard, who is a farmer in McLean township, married
Johanna, daughter of \V. J. Scherman; Mary, deceased, who was the wife of
John Branlage; and John, who resides at Ft. Loramie, this county, and who
married Maria Sherman, daughter of W. J. Sherman.
John Borger received his schooling in McLean township, Shelby county,
O. From the age of seventeen he resided at Fort Loramie with his mother,
working on a farm, but about six years later began the business of buying
and selling live stock, and continued until the year 1900. when he retired
from that occupation and was later occupied with agricultural matters, ami
farming during this time residing at Fort Loramie. He married Mary Sherman, a daughter of William J. Sherman of Fort Loramie. O., and their
children have been as follows:
Gertrude and Amelia, both unmarried;
John, who died at the age of sixten years; Peter, who died when two months
old; Paul, who is unmarried; Teresa. Mary and Carl.
Mr. Borger owns 200 acres in McLean township and has cleared all of one
of the farms into which this land is divided, except twenty acres, on this farm
being now engaged in draining and tiling. On the other farm, eightv acre^
have been drained and tiled, ten acres being left in woodland. On each farm
is a good set of buildings.
Both farms are located on the turnpike about
one and a half or two miles east of Fort Loramie, in McLean township. Mr.
Borger is a member of St. Michael's Catholic church.
In politics he has
been a life long democrat. He has served as president of the board of education for twenty years and has also served a number of years as member of the
town council. His residence is on South Main street, on the east side of the
canal, at Fort Loramie, and in this neighborhood he has numerous warm
friends and agreeable acquaintances.

acres,

which are now divided among

Though

;

;

PERCY R. TAYLOR, attorney at law and a representative citizen of
Sidney, O., was born in the great city of Birmingham, England, January
8, 1872. and is a son of F. D. and Catherine (Campbell) Taylor.
F. D. Taylor was born in England and became a mining and civil engineer
and in a professional capacity came to Canada and while there was married.
Afterward he went back to England but subsequently returned to Canada,
where his wife died in March, 1888, he surviving until 1895. They had four
children: Percy Radcliffe; Nora, who is the wife of Charles Price Green, of
Toronto, Canada; Claud, who is manager of a branch of the Union Bank of
New Liskeard, Canada; and Naomi, who is the wife of Gordon McCullough,
of Toronto.

Percy Radcliffe Taylor was the second born

in the

above family and dur-
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two years of early life, lived in Switzerland. He was ten years old when
the family came from England to Toronto and up to the age of thirteen years
he was instructed by a governess in his home. He then spent one year in the
public schools of Ontario and for two years was a student at Bishop's College,
ing

Quebec, completing his high course there. His
business experience was as a bookkeeper for a contracting firm for the
On July 4, 1892, he came to Sidney, O., where
Pacific Railroad.
he accepted a position as reporter on the old Sidney Journal and remained
with that publication until June, 181)8, in August of the following year becoming editor of the Piqua Dispatch, at Piqua, O., and additionally, until April,
at Lenoxville, province of
first

Canadian

1900, was interested in the publishing of law books with the Lanning PubCompany. Mr. Taylor then became proofreader for the Western
Publishing Company at St. Paul, Minn., and continued until March, 1901,
when he accepted a position as traveling salesman, his territory being Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia, and afterwards Ohio, and continued on the
road until the fall of 1905. In the meanwhile he had utilized all his spare
moments in the study of law and in 1903 he took the bar examination at
Columbus, having been encouraged in this ambition by his wife, and passed
very creditably and on September 1, 1905, opened his law office at Sidney,
where he had already a wide circle of friends. On October 1, 1905, he reentered the employ of the Western Publishing Company and in one month organized a department for them and then returned to his professional work at
Sidney, where he has resided ever since and has rapidly built up a practice.
He is a member of the Shelby County Bar Association and has been active
and energetic in furthering the interests of the Commercial Club at Sidney
and served as its president from 1910 until 191 1.
Mr. Taylor was married February 27. 1897. to Miss Dorothy Cary, of
Sidney, and they have one daughter, Claribel, who was born October 12, 1906.
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor attend the Episcopal church. Fraternally he is identified
with the Knights of Pythias and the D. O. K. K. In politics he is a republican, and he stands high both as a citizen and as a member of the bar.
lishing

D. A.
ship,

McKINSTRY,

resides on

the

old

one of the successful farmers of Cynthian townin section 26, which comprises

McKinstry farm

eighty acres of well tiled, productive land situated seven miles from Sidney,
O. He was born in Mifflin county. Pa., February 22. 1X72, and is a son of
David and Sarah (Hoover) McKinstrv.
The parents of Mr. McKinstry were born in Pennsylvania and resided
in Mifflin county until 1886, when they came to Shelby county. O.. and purchased the present home farm in Cynthian township, on which they still reside.
living somewhat retired.
Their four children were all born in Pennsylvania,
namely: Allen. Elizabeth, D. A. and Addie, D. A. being the only survivor.
David McKinstry is a democrat in politics. He and wife are members of the

Brethren church.
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D. A. McKinstry was fourteen years of age when he accompanied his
parents to Shelby county, and he completed his education here by attending
school for one year afterward in Turtle Creek township.
His time has
been largely given to attending to the various farm industries. He is a stanch
is willing to work for the success of his party but has never
fill any political office other than one connected with the public
schools and for seven years he has been treasurer of the Forest special school
district board of education.
Fie and parents are widely known and all are
held in esteem by their neighbors.

democrat and
consented to

EMERT,

justice of the peace and a prominent citizen of Cynthian
one of the best known insurance agents in Shelby county, is a
and is also an honored veteran of the great Civil war. Mr.
Emert was born in Loramie township, Shelby county, O., May 13, 1844, and
is a son of Benjamin and Mary (Methard)
Emert, both of whom passed
away on the old home farm in Loramie township.
On both paternal and maternal sides, J. F. Emert can trace his ancestry
to the original home in Germany.
On the maternal side, the great-greatgrandparents emigrated from Germany early in the seventeenth century and
settled at Frederick, Md.
There Bartholemew Booher and his wife Margaret,
reared a family of fourteen children, the names of thirteen being preserved:
Catherine. Daniel, Peter, Margaret, Bartholemew, Leah, Mathias, Rachel,
Barbara, Elizabeth, Mary, Solomon and John. Frederick Fox, a great-grandfather, was born at Frederick, Md., May 10, 1751 married Catherine Booher,
and they reared a family of seven children: Christeena, Rosine, Mary M.,
George, Daniel B., Joseph and Elizabeth. The maternal grandfather, George
Methard, was born at Two Bricken. Germany, December 6, 1760 and emigrated to the United States and settled at Frederick, Md. He married Christeena Fox and they reared a family of six children Jacob, George, Elizabeth,
Catherine. Mary M. and Jonathan.
The paternal grandfather, Martin Emert. emigrated from Germany and
He was a jeweler by trade. He married Cathsettled in Berks county, Pa.
erine Knoop and they reared a family of four children: Benjamin, John.
Catherine and Andrew. Benjamin Emert was born June 23, 1795 and was
married January 25, 183 1 to Mary M. Methard, and they were the parents
of four children: Catherine, George. Benjamin and J. F. Emert.
Among
the ancestors of Mr. Emert were men who served with honor in the War of
J.

F.

township,

is

large landowner

,

:

the Revolution.
J. F. Emert was reared and attended the district schools in his native
township and afterward assisted his father on the home farm prior to enlisting for service in the Civil war.
He was a member of Company F, Benton
Cadets, Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and during this first enlistment was a
member of General Fremont's body guards. His second enlistment was in
Company B, 50th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in which he served two years and
eleven months and participated in all its engagements, taking part in the great
battle at Franklin,. Tenn., and continued until he was honorably discharged
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(serving three years in all) and escaping without injury although fifty per
cent of the regiment was killed.
In 1875 Mr. Emert came to Cynthian township and here he married Miss
Almira Blanchard, who was born and reared on an adjoining farm, a daughter of Eliphalet and Mary Jane (Penrod) Blanchard.
Five children were
born to Mr. and Mrs. Emert George I., Eliphalet, Martin, John, and Julian.
Martin and Julian are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Emert are members of
the Presbyterian church.
When Mr. Emert purchased the farm on which he lives, which is situated
in section 33, Orange Special School District, Cynthian township, two and
one-half miles southeast of Newport, O., it was wild land and he not only
cleared it but has placed here all the present improvements, including substantial buildings.
A fire destroyed his first barn but he quickly rebuilt it.
Mr. Emert owns three separate farms aggregating 300 acres, and these lie
in three townships, Cynthian, Loramie and Orange, all of this property being
Mr. Emert no longer attends personally to the cultivation
well improved.
of his land, having all of it rented to good tenants.
He is well known in
insurance circles and has covered Shelby county in the interests of the Miami
Mutual Fire Association and the Ohio State Tornado and Wind Storm
Company. Politically he is a republican and for the past two years he has
been a justice of the peace and for three years he served Cynthian township
on its board of trustees.
:

S. J. BOOHER, a leading citizen of Washington township, Shelby county,
0.,a prominent republican and a substantial farmer, lives ten miles southwest
of Sidney, O., where he owns a valuable farm containing seventy-one and
one-half acres. He was born in 1859, in Washington township and is a son
of George B. and Naomi (Pohlamus) Booher.
George B. Booher was identified with Shelby county from an early day,
followed farming activities all his life and became the owner of 600 acres of
valuable land, his death occurring on his homestead in Washington township, his age being sixty-five years.
He married Naomi Pohlamus, who died
three years before her husband.
Ten children were born to them, namely:
Mrs. Emma Carpenter, Mrs. Lizzie Jones, S. J., George E., Mrs. Laura A.
Everley, Mary K., William F., Charles E., Arthur B. and Floy J.
S. J. Booher has been engaged in farming ever since his school days ended,
passing his first ten years on one of his father's farms. During three years
he resided at Lockington, and then bought the Wilkinson place, afterward
was interested in an elevator business at Lockington and in 1898 settled on
his present farm in Washington township.
He carries on general farming
and raises stock and horses and specializes in poultry. In the poultry industry he has been well satisfied, his fancy fowls bringing him thirty premiums
in the last Shelby county fair and sixteen prizes at the Troy fair.
Mr. Booher married Miss Helen Hoopes, who was born in Chester county,
Pa., and they have one son, Dwight, who gives his father assistance.
Mr.
Booher and family attend the United Brethren church. He has been a leading
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factor for a number of years in this
terms as township assessor and in 1890 was land
the candidate of the republican party for county
which Mr. Booher is seemingly particularly well
political

section

and served several

At present he

appraiser.

commissioner, an

office

is

for

qualified.

JOSHUA FRANKLIN

COLE, whose 160 acres of fine farming land lies
in Turtle Cretk township, belongs to one of the old pioneer families of Shelby
county. He was born on this farm, which has been in the possession of the
family since 1822, on March 24, 1865, and is a son of Broad and Rebecca
(Stanley) Cole, and a grandson of Joshua Cole.
Joshua Cole was born near Baltimore, Md., July 3, 1789, a son of Broad
Cole.
While yet young his father settled in Kentucky, where he remained
until 1798, f hen moved to Ohio, locating first in Fairfield county but later
removing to Pickaway county and there Joshua grew to manhood. On February 7, 181 1, he married Susannah, daughter of Daniel and Rachel Ranier,
then residing in Pickaway county but a native of New Jersey, where she was
born January 9, 1792. On August 22, 1812, he enlisted in the command of
Captain Reed and served six months in the War of 181 2. In 1819 or 1820 he
came to Shelby county and entered the southeast quarter of section 6, Turtle
Creek township, and then returned to his home in Pickaway county. In 182
he came back to his land and with the help of two men who accompanied him,
cleared about nine acres, when he again returned to Pickaway county.
In
March, 1822 he brought his family to Shelby county and stopped at Ebenezer
Stephens' place, near Hardin, until he could erect a cabin, into which when
completed he moved his family in the following month. For some time after
he settled here he had no neighbors to the north nearer than eleven miles.
He remained on this farm, clearing and improving until 1845, when he rented
it and moved with his family to Sidney, where they lived until 185 1.
In that
year he returned to Turtle Creek township and settled with his family on a
farm joining his old home farm on the west, on whicn he passed the rest of
his days.
His wife died September 15, 1876, and his death occurred on October 20 following. They reared a family of seven children Cynthia, Nancy,
Rachel, Broad, Nathan W., Susannah and Joshua R.
The last mentioned
died of cholera August 3, 1854.
Broad Cole, son of Joshua and father of Joshua Franklin Cole, was born
in Pickaway county, O., April n, 1820, and was brought by his parents to
Shelby county in 1822. On March 1, 1842, he married Miss Rebecca Stanley, then of Shelby county but a native of Ross county, O., where she was born
June 28, 1823. After the death of her father she accompanied her mother to
Shelby county in 1835. Mr. and Mrs. Cole settled on his father's home farm
and remained until 1845, when they moved to Sidney, where he engaged in
a mercantile business until 1849, when they returned to the home farm in
Turtle Creek township and during the remainder of his life he gave his attention to farming.
In his political views he was a republican and for several
years served as a trustee of Turtle Creek township. Broad Cole and wife had
children as follows Orlando Isaac, who was a soldier in the Civil war and
:

:
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died in service, at Pittsburg Landing, from typhoid fever; Augusta, who
married John McDonald; Eva, who married George B. Toland; Gertrude,
who married Robert McClelland Clara, who married T. L. Ginn Margaret
;

;

and Joshua F.
Joshua Franklin Cole attended the public schools in Turtle Creek township and later the Sidney schools and then gave his father assistance on the
home farm and before'his father's death purchased eighty acres of the same
and afterward bought the interests of the other heirs in the property and has
continued general farming and stock raising here ever since. This is one of
the fine old farms of the county and its owners have always been representative men and sterling citizens.
In 1886 Mr. Cole was married to Miss Olive Burns, who was born in
Gentry county, Mo., a daughter of David and Rebecca (Carroll) Burns. The
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Burns were
father was a railroad engineer.
Roland; Agnes, wife of Oscar Kennard Olive, wife of Mr. Cole; Mary,
deceased, wife of Charles Marr; Ellen, wife of William Preston; and Othello.
Mr. and Mrs. Cole are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and he
Politically he is a republican and has served two terms as
is a church trustee.
township trustee. He is identified with the Knights of Pythias at Sidney, O.
;

EDWARD

MADER,

a general farmer in Loramie township, Shelby
C.
county, O., where he owns forty acres of excellent land, lying in Beech Grove
Special School District, three and one-half miles southeast of Russia, O.,
was born in Loramie township, July 20, 1865, and is a son of Andrew and
Elizabeth B. (Brehm) Mader.

Andrew Mader was born and grew to manhood in Germany and was
twenty-one years of age when he came to the United States. He worked on
He
the construction of the Miami & Erie Canal and thus came to Ohio.
married Elizabeth B. Brehm, who was also born in Germany and was three
years old when brought to America by her parents, John E. and Margaret
(Schautchner) Brehm, who came to Shelby county, O., and settled on the
farm which is now the property of Edward C. Mader, he buying it from his
grandfather Brehm. Andrew Mader died here in his seventieth year and his
His widow survives,
burial was at Black's cemetery, in Loramie township.
being now in her seventieth year, and she still lives on the homestead.
Edward C. Mader has spent his life on the home farm, all of which
Both grandfather
is under cultivation except ten acres in valuable timber.
and father did some clearing and Mr. Mader completed it and also attended to
draining the land and has a very productive farm.
He makes no specialty
but raises enough stock for himself and the usual grains, hay and potatoes,
crops that do well in this section.
On March 18, 1894, Mr. Mader was married to Miss Ida E. Cook, who
was born in Montgomery county, O., April 12. 1869, a daughter of Ezra and
Sarah (Stiver) Cook. Mrs. Mader was fourteen years old when she accompanied her parents to Loramie township, where they still live. The five children born to Mr. and Mrs. Mader all survive, namely: Clarence A., Goldie E.,
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Emerson

and Bertha J. and Walter H., twins. Mr. Mader and family
belong to the Lutheran church. In politics Mr. Mader has been a lifelong
democrat, as was his father, and at times he has consented to hold township
offices when his party has wished to honor him.
At the present time he is a
member of the board of trustees of Loramie township, and is also treasurer
of the Beech Grove Special School District.
G.,

JACOB MUNK,

who is clerk of the board of education of the Huffman
Special School District, in Loramie township, owns a valuable tract of sixteen
acres of land, situated in section 13, which he devotes to the growing of
berries and broom corn, utilizing the product himself as he is a maker of
brooms. He was born May 9, 1854, in Bethel township, Miami county, O.,
and is a son of John and Elizabeth (Wurtz) Munk.
John Munk was one of the loyal and patriotic men who entered the service
of their country only to later lose their lives. He enlisted in a Springfield, O.,
company, in the One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which
was recruited there for service in the Civil war, and he fell on the field of
battle at Winchester, Va., when aged forty-seven years.
He left a widow and
an only son. The widow moved into Shelby county when her son was about
eleven years old and here her death occurred February 27, 1895, and her
burial was in the cemetery at Houston, her age being eighty- four years.
She
was a member of the Reformed church.
Jacob Munk was reared in Shelby county and attended school until old
enough to engage in farm work and has lived in Loramie township since he
was eleven years of age. After marriage he settled on his present place,
which he has comfortably improved, and has been engaged in broom manufacture for about one year.
For many years he has served on the local
school board and it was partly through his efforts that the Huffman was
made a special school district, this arrangement carrying with it many benefits
Since 1905 he has been clerk of the board of education.
for the community.
Mr. Munk married Miss Elizabeth Voisard, who was born in Loramie
township, Shelby county, a daughter of Joseph and Mary Jane Voisard, and
Clara, who is the wife of Alonzo
the following children were born to them
Fritz, of Tippecanoe City, O.
Charles, who lives at Piqua., married Myrtle
McConnell James, who is a resident of Piqua an infant daughter, deceased
William, who lives at Hamilton, O., married Josephine Wrigley; Nellie.
who died when aged six years and Roy, Lottie, Ruth and Thadedorra. The
family belongs to the Reformed church. In politics Mr. Munk is a republican.
:

;

;

;

;

ANTHONY

HIEGEL, who is one of the prominent and substantial men
of Shelby county, O., where he owns four separate farms, aggregating 320
acres, three of which lie in Loramie and one in Cynthian township, resides in
section 5, in the former township, on the St. Mary and Piqua turnpike road,
north of Houston, O. He was born July 27, 1857, in Alsace, Germany, a son
of Joseph and Margaret (Schuster) Hiegel, whose family consisted of five
sons and two daughters. The parents passed away in Germany and but two
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of the children are yet living Anthony and Charles, the latter being a resident
of Springfield, O.
Anthony Hiegel was fifteen years of age when he and his brother, Joseph
Hiegel, left Germany and came to the United States, and soon after came to
Loramie township, Shelby county, where Anthony decided to locate permaHere he worked with farmers until he learned the business and after
nently.
he married, settled on his present home farm. Afterward he moved to the
range line and lived there for four years and then came back to his old farm.
All his land is well improved and he erected the substantial buildings which
stand on the home place, all of which is under cultivation except ten acres
yet in valuable timber.
Mr. Hiegel married Miss Sarah A. Ortman, who was born in Loramie
township, a sister of John A. Ortman and a daughter of Henry Ortman, a
well known family in this locality.
Mrs. Hiegel died August 27, 191 1, and
her burial was in the cemetery at Houston. She was a most estimable lady,
respected and beloved by all who knew her, and a member of the Lutheran
church. The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hiegel: Joseph,
who lives in Cynthian township, married Isabella Doren Charles, who lives
with his family in Loramie township; William, who is a resident of Dark
county, O., married Tracy Leymen; and John, Mary and Lawrence, all of
whom are at home. In politics Mr. Hiegel has been a democrat since reaching
mature years and once served as township trustee of Loramie township and
for some years has belonged to the Mills special school district board of
education for both Loramie and Cynthian townships and is assistant treasurer
of the same.
:

;

AUGUST WISE,

one of the well knOwn business

men

of Shelby county,

who

operates a saw mill and deals in hardwood lumber, at Fort Loramie,
was born and reared in this section and is a son of August and Thresia Wise.
the former of whom was born 111 Holland and the latter in Germany.
August Wise attended school at Fort Loramie and early began to be
self supporting, for two years driving a pair of mules in the lumber
regions, when not more than fifteen years of age.
In 1881 the father of
Mr. Wise started a saw mill business one mile north of Fort Loramie and
the son went to work in die mill which his father in 1892 removed
and rebuilt at Fort Loramie and conducted until his death, in 1902.
Since that time August Wise has continued the business alone, and to
some degree has expanded the same, giving employment to seven men
The mill has the following dimensions: 36 x 116
at the present time.
All kinds of
feet, and 22 x 80 feet, with engine room of 40 x 44 feet.
custom sawing is done, and handles are manufactured, as many as 80,000 of
Mr. Wise is ready to purchase timbet
the handles being turned out annually.
in any amount when he can secure suitable tracts and hires teams when the
hauling is more than his own two road and log teams can handle. He is a
wide awake business man and one who, through business integrity, has won
the confidence of

all

with

whom

he

is

associated in this

way

.
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Mr. Wise married Miss Catherine Rice, who was born at Fort Loramie in 1871, a daughter of Joseph and Madeline Rice, and they have
family of five children, namely: Esther and Tracy, twins, who are
eight years old; Hilda, who has celebrated her fifth birthday; Edward,
whose four years prevents him from yet going to school and Veronica,
who is the one-year-old baby. Mr. Wise and family belong to St. Michael's Catholic church.
In politics he is nominally a Democrat but as an
intelligent and thinking man, often shows that he is somewhat independent
of party.
He belongs to the Knights of Columbus and the Knights of St.
John and has a creditable record in both organizations. Mr. Wise is interested to some extent in the Loramie & Minster Railway Company.
a

;

ORA A. MARTIN, one of the substantial and well informed men of
Loramie township, resides on his valuable farm of 101 acres, a fine property
which lies not far distant from Versailles, O. He was born in Adams township, Darke county, O., October 22, 1874, and is a son of John B. and Catherine Martin, the former of whom is now deceased.
Ora A. Martin obtained his education in the public schools and since then
Since February 22, 19 10,
has continuously followed an agricultural life.
he has resided on his present place, which was improved by the former owner,
the late George Rhoades, his father-in-law, and here he successfully carries
on diversified farming and grows stock for his own use.
Mr. Martin was united in marriage with Miss Lucinda T. Rhoades, who
is the youngest daughter of the late George and Matilda Rhoades, who were
Mr. and Mrs. Martin are members
well known people of Shelby county, O.
of the Lutheran church and they have a wide acquaintance in this section and
many friends. Mr. Martin like his late father is a democrat but has never beer
willing to accept any political recognition except membership on the school
board, and as such, in September, 191 1, was elected treasurer of the Greenwood special school district and continues to serve.
JOHN W. LORTON. who is engaged in farming and stock raising in
Loramie township, owns 100 acres of productive land, situated in section 18,
two miles from Russia, O. He was born in Clinton township, Shelby county,
O., December 15, i860, and is a son of George Allison and Catherine (Glasford) Lorton.

George Allison Lorton was born in Shelby county and died at the age of
All his life he worked hard as a day
sixty years, his burial being at Sidney.
laborer, never having had any educational opportunities in his youth, but was

He married
universally respected for his many excellent traits of character.
Catherine Glasford, who was born in Germany and was brought to Montgomery county, Ohio, when seven years old. She now lives in Turtle Creek townThey became the parents of thirteen children, and of this large family
ship.
They were members of the Luththree sons and two daughters are living.
eran church.

John W. Lorton was reared

in Clinton

township and secured his school-
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ing there, and as soon as old enough began to be self supporting, working on
farms or in any way that was honorable, for six years being a railroad
employe. After marriage he settled at Houston and as soon as he had accumulated enough money bought eighty-five acres in Loramie township. He
later sold that property and in 1910 purchased his present farm.
Mr. Lorton was married to Miss Louisa Wintringham, who was born
at Houston, a daughter of George and Christiana (Ervin) Wintringham, both
of whom died in Loramie township.
Mr. and Mrs. Lorton have four children Freeborn F., who married Ina Hoover, who died leaving a daughter,
Evelyn Blanche, who is the wife of Jesse Wilbaum, of near Anna Station,
by whom she has two children, Ellen and Laurence John E., who first married
Minerva Langston, deceased, and later Tracey Stout of Noble county; and
They are also rearing a youth named Roy
Walter, who lives at home.
Grimes. Mr. Lorton has been a lifelong republican but has never been very
He takes an interest in all local matters as becomes a good
active in politics.
citizen and cheerfully assists in supporting the schools of Huffman special
school district.
The family belongs to the Christian church at Houston.
:

;

;

HERBERT

E. SHEETS, of the Sheets Manufacturing Company, of
Botkins, O.. one of the large and important industrial enterprises of the place,
here, October 5, 1884, and is a son of Philip and Catherine (Thu-

was born

man)

Sheets.

Philip Sheets, who founded the Sheets Manufacturing Company, died
September 6, 1905, Herbert E. Sheets succeeding as head of the concern.
This company manufactures wood wheel material for wagons, carriages and
automobiles and employment is given eighty men, the plant covering five acres
of ground.
Mr. Sheets has been identified with the business ever since he

completed his education.
He lias other important interests, being president
of the Shelby County Bank at Botkins, vice president of the Sidney Manufacturing Company, and, in association with his brother, E. S. Sheets, owns
the Sheets Grain Company of Botkins.
He is an energetic, wide awake business man and commands the respect of all with whom he is associated.
Mr. Sheets married Miss Helen Baughman, of Jackson Center, O., in
He is prominent in
191 1, and they have a very attractive home at Botkin.
the Masonic fraternity. Knight Templar and Shriner, and has attained the
Thirty-second degree. He belongs also to the Odd Fellows.
J. H. M. SCHURR, undertaker and furniture dealer, at Botkins, O., continuing a business established by his father twenty-four years ago, was born
on a farm in Auglaize county, O., four miles northwest of Botkins, August
7, 1877, and is a son of Christian and Margaret (Bimel) Schurr.
Christian Schurr and family moved to Botkins in 1888, at which time
he established the business above referred to and carried it on until 1899 when
he was succeeded by his son, J. H. M. He still survives, being now in his
He
seventy-fifth year, and is one of Botkins' most highly esteemed citizens.
was twice married and of his ten children born to his first union eight survive,
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one son,

J.

H. M. and seven daughters.

Three sons were born to

his

second

marriage.

H. M. Schurr attended the public schools of Botkins and then entered
his father's employ in the undertaking business, to which he finally succeeded,
later became a qualified embalmer and has a complete outfit for this branch
of the business. He has proper vehicles and equipments of all kinds including
a handsome funeral car and his services are sought from all over Shelby and
Auglaize counties. On August 20, 1899, he embarked in the furniture line,
and as demand arose, from time to time added wall papers, linoleums and
rugs to his other stock and now does the largest business in this line that is
done in three townships.
Mr. Schurr was married to Miss Emma Amelia Moothart, who is a daughter of John Moothart, president of the Botkin school board, and they have
three children Edison Luther, Helen Naomi and Ruth Mildred. Mr. Schurr
and family are members of the Lutheran church.
J.

:

JOHN MOOTHART,
comfortable

home

a highly respected citizen

and

retired

farmer living

is serving as president of the Botgiving to the duties of this office the beneficial experience gained through many years of interest in the public schools.
He was born on a farm in Franklin township, Shelby county, O., one mile
south of Anna, December 31, 1849, and is a son of Peter and Sarah (Fostnight) Moothart.
Peter Moothart was born in Pennsylvania and was young when he came
His widow, who surto Shelby county where he spent his life as a farmer.
vives and is now in her eighty-eighth year, was reared in Shelby county, O.,
They were of German extraction, and Mrs.
but was born in Pennsylvania.
Moothart attends the Lutheran church, probably being the oldest member at
Anna, O.
John Moothart was reared on the home farm in Franklin township and
during his entire active life followed farm pursuits. After his marriage he
settled on the old Balser Hagelberger farm in Dinsmore township, Shelby
county, two miles south of Botkins, where he successfully carried on general
farming and stock raising. In 1906 he turned the farm industries over to his
sons and retired to Botkins. For eighteen years he served as a member of
the school board in Dinsmore township and has served on the Botkins board
for five years, being president of this body for the past year.

in his

kins special

at Botkins, O.,

district school board,

Mr. Moothart was married November 19, 1874, to Miss Julia Ann Hagelberger and they have nine children living, namely: William Edward, Louis
Albert, Emma Amelia, Milton, Jennie May, Oliver Milard, Harvey, Alfred
and Clara Louella. Emma Amelia is the wife of J. H. M. Schurr, and Jennie May is the wife of James R. Cox. Mr. Moothart and family are members
of the Lutheran church and he belongs to the board of deacons in the same.
He has never been very active politically but has always aimed to be a useful
member of his community and has always enjoyed the trust and respect of
friends and neighbors.
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CHARLES

L. WINDLE, a valued and experienced member of the board
of county commissioners of Shelby county, O., has been a representative citizen of Orange township for the past nineteen years. He was born in Clinton
township, this county, November 16, 1870, and is a son of Henry and Mary
Elizabeth (Buirley) Windle.
Mr. Windle was but one year old when he lost his father by death and
during the following five years he lived with his maternal grandfather in
Clinton township.
He was six years old when his mother married H. H.
Wilson, and they moved to Green township, and he continued with his
mother and step-father until he was twenty-three years of age, in the meanwhile securing a good common school education.
He was reared to be a
practical farmer and has followed agricultural pursuits ever since, in 1892
purchasing his present farm of forty acres, which lies in a favorable section
of Orange township.
In 1894 Mr. Windle was married to Miss Daisy Arbogast, Qf Green
township, Shelby county, a daughter of Lewis and Henrietta
Maderris)
Arbogast, the former of whom is now deceased, the latter still living. Mr.
and Mrs. Windle have one son, Lewis, who attends to the farm when his
father is engaged with his official duties.
This farm is a part of the tract
which Mr. Windle's maternal great-grandfather, William K. Buirley entered
from the government, and, except for eight years preceding its purchase by
Mr. Windle from a Mr. Watkins, has never been out of the family.
It is usually from the solid, thinking men of a township that the members
of the board of county commissioners are selected, the office being one of
considerable responsibility and great importance.
Mr. Windle has long
been active politically and has served on many political committees in the
democratic party, and in the fall of 1910 was first elected to his present office
and in the spring of 1912 was reelected. For seven years prior to this he had
served as a trustee of Orange township.
(

GEORGE HAGELBERGER,

president of the Shelby County Fair
that have earned for this section
Since 1903 he has been
of Ohio.

is one of the solid, reliable men
the respect and confidence of other parts
a resident of Anna, O., but he was born
Shelby county, three miles north of this

Board,

and German parentage.

when

that

much coveted

His

on a farm
village,

in

May

father, Balser Hagelberger,

Dinsmore township,
28,

1855, of French
in Alsace.

was born

territory belonged yet to France, while his mother,

Frederika (Fogt) Hagelberger, was born in Baden, Germany.
On both sides the grandparents were the pioneers of these families in
America and Balser Hagelberger was six years old when his parents brought
him to the United States, and his wife was a child of ten years when she
and her parents crossed the Atlantic ocean. They were reared in Ohio and
settled early after marriage in Shelby county, where Mr. Hagelberger carried
on farming until he retired, his death occurring in 1903, being then a resident
of Anna, O. His widow survives and is now in her seventy-eighth year.
George Hagelberger grew up on the home farm and the larger part of his
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has been spent in carrying on his agricultural industries. He lived for
twenty-eight years on his farm of 160 acres, lying on the corporation edge
of Anna, and owns another farm of 160 acres, in partnership with a brotherin-law, Charles C. Toland, situated in Jackson township.
His many years
of experience and his interest in all that promises to be of advantage to the
agricultural community, particularly qualifies him for the honorable office
he holds as president of the Shelby county fair board, to which he was
elected in 1906.
He occupies other positions of trust and responsibility,
being a member of the board of directors of the Children's Home in Shelby
county and also of the Orphans' Home at Richmond, Ind.
He has long
been an important factor in democratic politics and is a member of the
democratic county committee, has served as a member of the town council
at Anna and for at least fifteen years has been a valued member of the school
board.
Mr. Hagelberger was married to Miss Lydia Moothart, of Shelby county,
a daughter of Peter and Sarah Moothart, formerly of Franklin township,
the latter of whom survives, being now aged eighty-eight years.
Mr. and
Mrs. Hagelberger have one son, Harry, who is in the clothing business at
Anna, O. He married Miss Rosa Landwhere and they have one child, Anna
Lois.
Mr. Hagelberger and family belong to the Lutheran church.
He
was one of its organizers at Anna and was an active member of the building
committee of the present church edifice.
life

HENRY

JONES, who

resides on his well-improved farm of ninety
Washington township, has spent almost all his life in this
state but his birth took place in Dauphin county, Pa., March 20, 1854, a son
of John and Louisa (Wagner) Jones.
John Jones was born in 1830, in Pennsylvania, and came from there to
Miami county, O.. where he was engaged in farming and dairying for fiftytwo years, and died there July 31, 191 2, aged eighty-two years. He married Louisa Wagner, who passed away many years ago, the mother of ten
Mrs. Wilkinson, of Piqua; Henry; Josiah and John,
children, as follows:
both deceased Mrs. Thompson William Laura, who lives on the old homestead, and three who died as infants.
Henry Jones had the usual country boy's opportunities of schooling in his
youth and afterward assisted his father until he was twenty-four years old
and then came to Shelby county and settled on the farm on which he now
lives and here spent fourteen years, moving then back to Miami county, where
he passed the next ten years. In 1902 he returned to his Washington township farm and here has made many improvements, including since that time,
the erection of a fine barn. He owns a second farm, containing eighty acres,
While he has been a busy
which is situated in Spring Creek township.
farmer and a very successful one, he has found time to take a good citizen's
republican
ticket has been elected to
public
matters,
and
on
the
in
interest
important township offices, formerly serving as a trustee and now is treasurer.
Mr. Jones married Miss Belle McKinney and they have three children
acres, situated in

;

;

;

:
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May, who married J. Moore, of Indianapolis, Ind. Roy, who married Ethel
Higgins and Harley, who assists his father. Mr. Jones and family belong to
the Methodist Episcopal church at Lockington, O.
;

;

JOHN B. SHERMAN, a prosperous general farmer and a well-known
and respected citizen of Cynthian township, Shelby county, O., who resides
on his excellent farm of eighty acres, situated in section 27, belongs to one
of the old settled families of Shelby county. He was born January 25, 1865,
and is a son of Joseph and Mary (Rottinghaus) Sherman.
Joseph Sherman emigrated to this county in 1835 and was a son of John
W. and Elizabeth Sherman. He was born October 22, 1816, and brought
up as a farmer. His first wife was Elizabeth Geehr, his second wife was Mary,
daughter of John B. Rottinghaus. Their children are Joseph H., Catherine,
Mary E., John B., Mary C, John H., Mary J., Mary M., Henry F., Mathilda,
Annie and Louise. He has been supervisor for four years and township trustee six years.
He died October 22, 1893, aged seventy-seven years.
John B. Sherman was reared on his father's farm in McLean township
and attended school in the Sherman school in the Sherman special school
district.
His interests have always been of an agricultural nature, first on
the homestead and after marriage he carried on farming for himself on a
tract of eighty acres, situated on the Hale turnpike road and during his
eight years of occupancy made many improvements there.
He then sold
and moved on the farm he now occupies all of which he cultivates with the
exception of eight acres.
His land is well drained and tiled and under his
methods of farming is very productive and he raises grain, cattle and hogs.
Mr. Sherman was married October 29, 1895, to Miss Frances Mueller,
a daughter of Carl and Amelia (Heilich) Mueller, of Darke county, and
Mary, Joseph, John, Clara, Louis,
they have had the following children
Anna, Magdalene, Francis, Theresia and Margaret, all surviving except
Mary and Joseph. Mr. Sherman and family are members of SS. Peter and
Paul Catholic church at Newport, O. In politics he is a democrat but has
never been willing to accept any other public office than one connected with
general education. For eight years he served as clerk and as a member of the
board of education of the Turner special school district. To serious minded
and responsible men like Mr. Sherman much credit is due for the general
excellence of the public schools through Shelby county.
:

J.

P.

LALLEMAND, who

is

treasurer of

the

Grisez special school

Cynthian township, and formerly president of its board of eduon his excellent farm of eighty acres, situated in section 23,
two and one-half miles northwest of Newport, O. He was born in Darke
county, O., April 27, 1866, and is a son of Peter Lallemand and his wife
Mary (Poiret) Lallemand.
The parents of Mr. Lallemand were born in France. The father came
to the United States when aged twenty-five years and after marriage settled
The
in Darke county, O., where three sons and one daughter were born.
district in

cation, resides
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mother died
deceased.

age of thirty-nine years and the one daughter is also
father lives retired at Newport, O., having moved to Shelby

at the

The

county with his family about 1867.
year old when his parents came to this
J. P. Lallemand was about one
county and he attended school in the Turner district and assisted his father
He has lived here for
to clear and cultivate the farm he now occupies.
twenty-three years and has devoted himself to farming and stock raising,
having all his land under tillage with the exception of fourteen acres in
valuable timber.

Mr. Lallemand married Miss Elizabeth Meyer, a daughter of Henry
Lawrence, Beatrice, Mary,
Meyer and they have had the following children
Marion and Margaret, twins, Margaret (2) and Francis. The first Margaret died in infancy. Mr. Lallemand and family are members of SS. Peter
:

Roman Catholic church at Newport, O. In politics he is a democrat.
He served for two years as president of the board of education and since
January, 1912, has been treasurer of this body, as mentioned above. He is
a highly respected and trustworthy citizen.
and Paul

JESSE E. BORDER, whose high standing as a citizen of Cynthian
township, Shelby county, may be judged by the honorable office he fills, that
of president of the board of education of the Grisez special school district,
resides on his valuable farm of forty acres, the old homestead, on which
he was born on September 13, 1874. He came near the end of a family of
eleven children, the tenth, one of twins, born to his parents who were Amos
and Martha C. Border, the former of whom died at the age of sixty-eight
years. The latter survives and is a resident of Willow Dell, Darke county, O.
Jesse E. Border attended school near his father's farm and also at Willow
For five years after
Dell, and afterward turned his attention to farm life.
his marriage he lived at Bloomer, O., and for two years engaged in farming
in Wabash township, Darke county, and then returned to the homestead
where he has remained. Originally this farm contained thirty-two more
acres, but forty acres carefully tilled and well managed, is a large enough
This land is
tract to keep the ordinary man well supplied with occupation.
naturally productive and under Mr. Border's intelligent cultivation yields
abundant crops.
Mr. Border married Miss Amanda Achbach, who is a daughter of Julius
and Emma Achbach, of Cynthian township, and they have three children:
Ralph, Lawson and Lowell, all satisfactory pupils at school. Mr. and Mrs.
Border are members of the Lutheran church at Willow Dell. In his political
preferences Mr. Border is a democrat. He has never been willing to accept
public office outside membership on the school board, his interest in educational matters leading him to serve on this body, election to the same being
Mr. Border was elected
considered a signal honor in Cynthian township.
a member and made the president in January, 19 12, of the board of education of the Grisez special school district.

D. N.

PRINCE, SR.
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farm of eighty acres,
situated in Green township, eleven miles southeast of Sidney, is one of the
township's most esteemed citizens and is deservedly honored as a surviving
veteran of the great Civil war.
He was born in Champaign county, O., in
1 83 1, a son of William and Sarah
(Nauman) Prince.
The father of Mr. Prince was born in Kentucky, not far from the
city of Lexington, and from there, in early manhood, made his way to
Champaign county, O. He engaged there in farming until his accidental
death, at the age of forty-one years. His widow survived for a time but also
died in Champaign county. Of their family of eight children but two survive
D. N. and Benjamin F., the latter being a resident of Springfield, O.
D. N. Prince attended the country schools and later the more advanced schools at Springfield, after which, for ten years, he followed schoolSr.,

resides

on

his valuable

In 1861 he enlisted for service in the Civil war, entering ComForty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in which he served as a
brave soldier for three years and three months.
He participated in
many hard fought battles including: Prestonsburg, Stone Gap, Chickasaw Bluff, Thompson's Hill, Port Gibson, Raymond, Champion Hills and
Vicksburg. Although ever at the post of duty, which often was in the thickest of the fighting, Mr. Prince escaped all serious injury and returned to
Champaign county unharmed. In the following winter he came to his old
homestead farm of 160 acres, lying just east of his present one, the same having been divided with his children.
Mr. Prince married Miss Mary Jones, of Champaign county, who died in
March, 1900, aged sixty-one years. They had six children W. H., who is a
farmer in Green township; Charles, who lives in Orange township; Mrs.
Sarah R. Cain, who keeps house for her father; D. N., Jr., who lives in Miami
county; and two who are deceased. Mr. Prince is a member of the English
Lutheran church. Since manhood he has voted with the Republican party
and on many occasions was chosen for responsible offices by his fellow citizens,
serving for twenty-five years on the school board, one term as township treasurer and was twice elected justice of the peace.
teaching.

pany

I,

:

HERMAN KLOEKER,

whose well-improved farm of 120 acres

lies in

section 7, McLean township, one-half mile south of Fort Loramie, is one
He was
of the well-known and highly respected residents of this section.

born May 1, 1850, at Covington, Ky., and is a son of Herman Henry and
Anna Mary Gertrude (Krutzman) Kloeker.
The parents of Mr. Kloeker were natives of Germany and in 1848 set
They had a family of seven children. Two of these died
sail for America.
later two more died at Covington, where the family lived for a
Herman
Henry Kloeker died two years ago. Two sons still live
and Ferdinand. Herman Henry Kloeker settled on a farm of fifty acres
in Jackson township, Auglaize county, when he came first to Ohio, purchasing the same and living on it for twelve years, in 1863 moving to McLean
township, Shelby county. At that time the present homestead was almost

at sea

time.

and

:
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timberland and it required much hard labor to place it under cultivation
He served creditably as a
and reap profitably for the effort expended.
Union soldier during the Civil war. He lived to the age of sixty-two years
and his widow to the age of sixty-nine years. They were laid to rest in
St. Michael's church cemetery, both having been devoted members of that
church.
While living in Auglaize county he served as school director but
never accepted any office in Shelby county.
Herman Kloeker obtained his education in the Egypt schools in Auglaize
county and then helped his father, and when the latter died, took charge of
He is considered a first-class fanner
the farm which is now his property.
and has everything very comfortable about him, his many improvements
He has always been
including the erection of the buildings now standing.
a democratic voter and for six years was township trustee.
Mr. Kloeker married Miss Mary Elizabeth Rottinghaus, who was born in
McLean township, Shelby county, and is a daughter of J. B. and Mary
Elizabeth (Unterbrink) Rottinghaus, the father being deceased and the
mother living, being aged ninety-one years. Mr. and Mrs. Kloeker's children have all been born on this farm, namely: Annie, who is the wife of
Anton P. Raterman of McLean township; Elizabeth, who is the wife of
Frank Lindhaus; J. H., who represented the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company, married Cilley Myers and lives at Cleveland, O. William, who
lives in Cynthian township, married Mary Eilerman; John B., who assists
his father on the home farm; Regina, who is the wife of Clyde H. Peffley,
a resident of Dayton; and Joseph A., who is a school-teacher, lives at home.
Mr. Kloeker and his entire family are members of St. Michael's Catholic
church.
all

;

HENRY

HOELSCHER,

one of the leading men of Cynthian townF.
Shelby county, O., who has been clerk of the board of education of
the Short special school district for six years and is interested in all matters
of public moment in this section, was born September 2$, 1876, in
Cynthian township, and is the second eldest son of Henry and Mary (Ernst)
Hoelscher, and a grandson of Joseph Hoelscher, who was a native of Germany and came from there in 1835. The parents of Mr. Hoelscher reside
in Cynthian township on the old family homestead, the same adjoining his
own farm, which lies in section 16, two and one-half miles southeast of
ship,

Fort Loramie, on the north side of the Farmers turnpike road.
Henry F. Hoelscher was educated in the public schools of Cynthian
township and until his marriage he continued to assist his father on the home
Afterward he settled and has resided on his present place, where
farm.
he has a fine property which he purchased from George Short, Sr. He has
made all necessary repairs and has done a large amount of improving.
including building and remodeling of the different farm structures, has
also drained and tiled his land, and here carries on general farming along

modern

lines.

Mr. Hoelscher was married

to

Miss Elizabeth Fleckenstein,

who was
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McLean

township, Shelby county, a daughter of George and Tracy
(Bower) Fleckenstein, and they have three children: Agnes, Helen and
Martha. Mr. Hoelscher, like his father and grandfather, is a stanch democrat but has never accepted any political office except one relating to the
The family belongs to St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort
public schools.
Loramie.

born

in

PHILIP W. YOUNG, who

has been continuously in the general hardat Anna. O., for forty-three years, is one
of Shelby county and a prominent republican
politician of Franklin township, of which he has been clerk, and also has
Mr. Young was born
served for twelve years as a justice of the peace.
on a farm in Mercer county, O., December 10, 1842, a son of Adam and

ware and farm implement business

of the best

known

business

men

Mary (Noland) Young.
Adam Young was born in Pickaway county, O., a son of Philip Young,
who settled at an early day on Plum Creek, in Franklin township, Shelby
Philip W. Young was a boy when his father, Adam Young, came
county.
to his father's place on Plum Creek, and here in the woods, Adam and his
brother Philip, built a log house. Philip W. Young can remember the fearsome howling of the wolves in the near-by forest, when he was a boy. Here
he grew up and when he could be spared from work on the farm, attended the
district schools until

he was eighteen years of age, when the outbreak of the

war determined the course of his life for the three succeeding years.
September 27, 1861, he enlisted in Company B, Twentieth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry and soon accompanied his comrades to the front, and during his long
service participated in twenty-two battles and other engagements, escaping
all injury until July 22, 1864, at the battle of Atlanta, he was shot in the
right breast, the bullet passed through the upper lobe of the lung and coming
out through his shoulder blade. After this serious accident he was incapacitated for the first time and was honorably discharged and mustered out on
September 27, 1864.
Mr. Young even then was only a boy in years although he had bravely
borne the responsibilities of a man. He returned to Anna and afterward
taught school for four years and then embarked in his present business and
for forty years has occupied the same store site. Here he carries hardware
including stoves and farm implements and washing machines and through

Civil

On

forty-three years of business dealing has enjoyed the reputation of being
He is a leading member of the
honest and upright in all transactions.
Grand Army of the Republic in this section.
Mr. Young was married in 1869 to Miss Libbie I. Cole, of Anna, who
died in 1887, survived by two children: Mary Eva, who is the wife of W. E.
Shearer; and Don C, who is associated with his father. Mr. Young's second
marriage was to Mrs. Sarah J. Elliott, widow of Joseph D. Elliott. Mr. and
Mrs. Elliott had two children: a daughter who died in childhood, and
Charles B. Mr. and Mrs. Young are members of the Methodist Episcopal
church, of which Mr. Young is secretary and treasurer.
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HENRY

HARROD,

one of the leading citizens of Cynthian townBasinburg special school district, resides on his wellimproved farm of ninety-two acres, located one and one-half miles northwest
He was born November 13, 1861, in Miami county, O.,
of Newport, O.
and is a son of John and Elizabeth Harrod, both of whom died in Miami
F.

ship, treasurer of the

county.

Henry

F.

Harrod was reared and received school and farm training in
When he came to Shelby county he worked on farms

his native county.

his. marriage and for one year afterward lived in Cynthian township
and then moved to Darke county. After two years there he returned to
Shelby county and located on his present farm, upon which he lived as a
tenant for twenty-one years and then purchased and now owns ninety-two
In addition to cultivating
acres in one tract and twenty-three in another.
all his land with the exception of fourteen acres, which is one of the finest
timber tracts in the county, he rents 100 acres lying directly across the road
from his own property, for the past six years having also utilized this land
For twenty years he has been
in carrying on his agricultural industries.
interested in handling stock, buying in Darke and Mercer as well as in Shelby
county. Mr. Harrod also operates profitably a large gravel pit on his land.
He has comfortable surroundings and substantial buildings and well represents in his practical management of his large affairs, that class of Ohio
farmers who succeed through industry and thorough knowledge of farming

prior to

as a business.

Mr. Harrod married Miss Rachel Short, a daughter of I. N. Short, now
deceased, formerly of Cynthian township, and they have the following
children:
May, Elizabeth, Harry, Webster, Viola, and Cora and Dora,
All the children have been given educational advantages, the Basintwins.
burg special school district offering excellent opportunities, Mr. Harrod
being one of its officials for the past three years and taking much interest
He has always voted the democratic ticket and
in advancing its efficiency.
on many occasions has been called to public office, serving six years as
assessor of Cynthian township, and elected in 1909 treasurer of this school
Mr. Harrod and family are members of the Methodist Episcopal
district.
church at Newport, O.

FRANK

leading contractor and builder at
J. ALTENBACH, who is a
Sidney, O., may almost be said to have been born in the business as his
father was so engaged and he has been continuously associated with it since
His birth took place at Sidney April 23.
he was fourteen years of age.
1867, a son of Joseph Altenbach, for many years very prominent here in
the building trades.

Altenbach attended the public and parochial schools at Sidney
deemed him old enough to begin to be self-supporting, after
which he continued his studies for some time in the night schools. Begina thorough knowledge of the building business and
acquired
ning early he
later could enter into contracting as a man of experience and for a number

Frank

J.

until his father
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He
of years has carried on an extensive business as general contractor.
keeps a large force of men employed including ten skilled carpenters. Mr.
Altenbach has erected many handsome buildings here, including his beautiat No. 240 South Miami street.
Mr. Altenbach was married at Sidney to Miss Mary Fares, who is a daughter of the late J. S. Fares, who was formerly well known in the lumber industry
One son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Altenbach whose
in Shelby county.
name is Fares J. Mr. and Mrs. Altenbach and son are members of the

ful

modern home

Roman
known

Catholic church.

He

is

identified

with that patriotic organization

as the Catholic Knights of America.

HENRY

HOELSCHER, Sr., who is one of the well-known residents
of Cynthian township, lives on his valuable farm of eighty acres, which lies
three miles southeast of Fort Loramie, on the south side of the township
line road.
He was born in McLean township, Shelby county, O, on the site
of the present Loramie reservoir, September 11, 1843, and is a son of Joseph
Hoelscher, a native of Germany.
Joseph Hoelscher came to the United States and to Ohio in 1835 and
bought a tract of eighty acres of uncleared land in McLean township and
the deed for this land his son, Henry Hoelscher, still preserves.
He married
and with his family lived on that place until the time of the overflow that
sent the back waters of the Miami and Erie canal into what is now the
Loramie reservoir, on which occasion his children had their lives endanWhen Joseph Hoelscher
gered and had to be rescued by means of boats.
first settled on the farm owned by his son in Cynthian township, it was
covered with heavy woodland but with the help of his sons he cleared it and
developed a productive farm during his life time. He married Clara Eilerman, who was also a native of Germany, and they had four children
Henry; Mary, wife of Henry Schlater, of Fort Loramie; John, residing in
McLean township; and Joseph, living in Cynthian township. The family
was one of the early ones that helped to found the Catholic church in this
section.
Joseph Hoelscher died when aged about fifty-four years and was
survived many years by his wife, her death occurring in her seventy-fifth
year, and they both were interred in the Catholic cemetery at Fort Loramie.
Henry Hoelscher attended the district schools in both McLean and Cynthian townships when he could be spared from home, for, as his father's
eldest son, many responsibilities fell on him in youth.
He has spent his
life in Cynthian township, on the present farm, and has carried on farming
and stock raising with very satisfactory results. All the substantial farm
buildings now standing, Mr. Hoelscher placed here and he has taken considerable pride in keeping his property in a fine state of repair.
Mr. Hoelscher was married in early manhood, to Miss Mary Ernstes,
who was born in McLean township, Shelby county, O., a daughter of Joseph
Ernestes, one of the early German settlers there, and eight children were
Frank, who resides at Carthagena, Mercer
born to them, as follows:
county, O, married Mary Barhorst; Henry F., who is a farmer in Cynthian
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township; Katie,

who

lives at

who

is

the wife of

Conrad Fleckenstein, deceased; John,

Mary Ulerman; Joseph A., who
married Rosa Fleckenstein; Rosa, who is the

Dayton

O., married

lives in

wife of
Cynthian township,
Casper Hess, and they live in Carthagena, Mercer county, O., and Maggie
and Lena, twins, who live at home. Mr. Hoelscher and family are members
of St. Michael's Catholic church at Fort Loramie.
He has been a lifelong
democrat, always giving his party active support but never asking for politiThe Hoelscher family is one of the old and most
cal honors for himself.
respected ones of this section.

PERRY MOYER, who resides three miles west of Houston, O., where
he carries on general farming on 240 acres of rented land, situated in
Loramie township, Shelby county, O., was born on this farm July 3, 1883,
and is a son of George W. and a grandson of George Moyer.
George W. Moyer was born in Cynthian township, Shelby county, O.,
March 5, 1834, a son of George and Sarah (Zemer) Moyer. His parents
were both born in Pennsylvania, the father coming to Cynthian township
Afterward they settled on a tract of eighty
in 1816, prior to marriage.
acres and spent their lives there, the father dying when over sixty-two years
of age and the mother surviving to be eighty-four years old. They had ten
Early in the Civil war
children and of these George W. was the youngest.
he enlisted in Company K, First Ohio Volunteer Heavy Artillery and remained
in the service until the war closed, although deafness resulted from his
After he returned to Cynthian township he married
special line of duty.
Orella Day, a daughter of Jonathan Day, a native of Virginia, who later
Eleanor
became a farmer in Loramie township. They had six children
and Edward G., both of whom are deceased; Sarah; Emma, who is the
wife of Edward Moracra; Anna, who is the wife of Edward Guier; and
Perry. Two years after marriage George W. Moyer and family came to the
farm in Loramie township on which he has lived retired for some fifteen
vears.
In politics he is a democrat but has never accepted any office except
that of school director in the Huffman special school district. He is a widelyknown and respected citizen. He belongs to the G. A. R. at Houston.
Perry Moyer attended the local schools until ready to assume the management of the home farm for his father and has been so engaged ever
since, finding very little improving to do as his father had already made all
Mr. Moyer married Miss Cora Charpie, a daughter of
that was necessary.
Ray and Ralph, both of whom
Peter Charpie, and they have three children
Mr.
in
the Huffman special school district and Norval.
students
are bright
and Mrs. Moyer are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. In politics
Mr. Moyer is a democrat.
:

:

;

FRED A. CLAWSON, one of the representative citizens of Loramie
township, residing in section 6, carries on general farming and owns a
He
valuable tract of eighty acres, lying in the Mills special school district.
was born January 19, 1872, in Cynthian township, Shelby county, and is
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Ann Clawson. William Clawson was born
also in Cynthian township and for many years was a farmer there but now
His wife is deceased. Of the eight children two
lives retired at Oran, O.

a son of William and Rachel

sons died, one in infancy, and the other at the age of nineteen years.
Fred A. Clawson attended school near Newport, in Cynthian township,
and afterward assisted his father until his marriage, when he came to his
present home farm, which is situated three miles northwest of Houston.
This property was formerly known as the Houser farm and for seven years
he rented it and then purchased. On his farm he has made many improvements, it being tiled and the buildings put in order, and as his land is well
adapted to dairying he keeps many cows and makes this quite a feature of
his operations.
He is one of the busy and prosperous men of this section,
is widely known and has both business and personal friends among his fellow
citizens.

Mr. Clawson was married in 1894 to Miss Clara May Charpiat, who
was born in Cynthian township, a daughter of Peter and Emma Charpiat,
residents of Newport, O., and they have had five children, namely:
Elfa
Mercella, Pearl Marie, Charles Edward, William Peter and Waldo, the
eldest born being deceased.
Mrs. Clawson is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church, which Mr. Clawson attends and to which he gives a liberal
support.
He has always been identified with the democratic party and formerly served in the office of constable while living in Cynthian township,
and in 1910-1911 was township assessor and for several years was a member
of the board of education and its clerk, of the Mills special school district.
He was a candidate for county commissioner in 1912, on the democratic
ticket, and was defeated at the primary by so small a majority that he believes
that when he again becomes a candidate the democrats of Shelby county will
nominate him for this office.

BLAKELEY,

postmaster at Botkins, O., successor of his father,
and also succeeding him as editor
and owner of The Botkins Herald, one of the leading weekly newspapers of
Shelby county, was born at Botkins, March 10, 1882, a son of A. E. and
Emma (Cochlin) Blakeley.
A. E. Blakeley was born at Botkins when it was little more than a village,
June 25, 1856,, and was a son of John and Elizabeth (Elliott) Blakeley, the
former of whom was from Pennsylvania and one of the pioneer settlers in
this part of Shelby county.
John Blakeley followed farming but later retired
and lives at Botkins, one of its oldest residents, being now in his ninetieth
year.
A. E. Blakeley was reared on a farm, later taught school, and then
went into the newspaper business, first at Sidney, in 1898 coming to Botkins,
where he established The Botkins Herald and had made it a leading organ
of his party before his death, which occurred in January, 191 2.
L. E. Blakeley was reared and educated at Botkins and after completing
the high-school course entered his father's newspaper office and continued
L. E.

the late A. E.

in this

Blakeley, in this office,

connection, succeeding to his

father's

interests

and

responsibilities

HISTORY OF SHELBY COUNTY

644

as above mentioned.

In April, 1912, he became postmaster, having received
the highest grade at '.he civil service examination, thereby gaining the office.
Mr. Blakely married Miss Ollie Giams, daughter of A. P. Giams, of Botkins,
and they have one child, Geraldine. Mr. Blakeley is a member of the Botkins school board, and fraternally is identified with the Odd Fellows and the

Woodmen

of the World.

O

L. KERR, who has held the office of postmaster at Houston, O.,
since June, 1902, and is also ticket agent of the Big Four railroad at that
place, was born in Northwood, Logan county, O., July 29, 1868, a son of

D. P. and Charlotte E. (Carter) Kerr.
Both his parents were natives of
Logan county, the mother's family residing at Huntsville, O., and in that
county they were married. Mrs. D. P. Kerr was a daughter of K. G. and
Nancy A. (Cooper) Carter; her father, K. G. Carter, who came from Virginia, died at Cherokee, Logan county, this state.
Her mother, Nancy A.
(Cooper) Carter, the maternal grandmother of O. L. Kerr, died at Hunts-

Logan county.
Mr. Kerr's parents resided for a short time at Bellefontaine, in Logan
county, from which place they removed to Northwood in the same county.
and then to Harper, also in that county, where D. P. Kerr was engaged for
some time in mercantile business. Afterwards he carried on the same business at Big Springs, Logan county, O., and was postmaster there for a number of years.
He next moved to Alvada, O., and after a short stay came
back to Logan county, settling at Wharton, where he conducted a store.
This he subsequently sold and taking up his residence again in Bellefontaine,
spent the rest of his days in that place, where he died August 3, 1910, at
He was buried in the old
the age of seventy-three years and one month.
Harrod cemetery, near Huntsville, O. He was married to Charlotte E.
were
members of the PresbySeptember
and
his
wife
Carter
He
15, 1864.
terian church, and at one time he studied for the ministry but was obliged
He was a republican in
to relinquish his studies on account of poor health.
politics and while a resident of Bellefontaine. served as assessor of his
ward.
He and his wife were the parents of two children: Minnie, who
died in infancy, and O. L.. the subject of this sketch.
O. L. Kerr in his boyhood attended school at Harper and Big Springs,
O., and then attended the Agosta Normal School at Agosta, Marion county,

ville,

He then began business life as clerk in his father's store. He later
O.
began the study of telegraphy in the employ of the old "Bee line" and a
year later was taken on as extra agent. In April, 1S90. he was made station
agent at Houston for the Big Four, formerly the old "Bee Line." which
position he has since held, having performed his duties in a manner satisHe is a member of the I. O. O. F., Piqua Lodge,
factory to the company.
No. 8, of the O. R. T. He is a member of the Presbyterian church, in which
he holds the office of deacon and clerk. In politics he is a republican, as was
his father.

O. L. Kerr was married August 22, 1893, to Mary P. Ginn.

who was
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born west of Fort Loramie, O., March 9, 1875, a daughter of John and
Ella A. (Wilson) Ginn, of McLean township, who are now residents of
Houston, this county. Mr. and Mrs. Kerr have had children as follows:
Paul Ginn, born August 9, 1895, who died July 24, 1896, and is buried in
Houston cemetery; Dean Burwell, born September 18, 1898, who is now
a pupil in the eighth grade of the Houston school; Dale Wilson, born
August 2, 1902, who is in the fifth grade of the same school-; and Vesta Agnes,
born October 27, 1905, who is in the second grade, Houston special school
Mr. and Mrs. Kerr have resided in Houston since their marriage,
district.
where they have many friends. Mrs. Kerr is a member of the Presbyterian
church, and an active member of the W. C. T. U.. being president of the
local branch.

EDWARD

member of the firm of Paul & Shafer, operatJ. SHAFER,
ing a grain elevator at Botkins, O., is an enterprising and representative business man of this section and is Well known in this and adjacent counties.
He was born on his father's farm near Lock No. 2, in Auglaize county, O.,
December 18, 1869, and is a son of Jacob and Susan (Keister) Shafer.
Edward

J.

Shafer was reared on

,the

home farm

in

Washington town-

ship and engaged in agricultural purusuits until March, 1906, when he came
first to Botkins and for six months afterward drove a team for the Paul &
Afterward, for several years, he was connected with the
Sheets elevator.
Wapakoneta Grain Company at Wapakoneta, O., coming again to Botkins
and purchasing his present business from its former owners, Taylor &
Marx. Later he became a partner and half owner with Mr. Paul, under the
In July, 1912, the old elevator was
present firm name of Paul & Shafer.

burned but was immediately replaced and business was interrupted for only
a short time.
The firm enjoys the confidence of the community and they do
a large

business.

Mr. Shafer married Miss Nora Weisley, of Washington township, and
they have one daughter, Evaline. Mr. Shafer is not very active politically
although he is ever ready to give support to movements that seem to him
beneficial for the country.
He has been identified with the Odd Fellows
for a number of years.

GRANT

E. RUSSELL, who is one of the representative citizens and
informed and successful agriculturists of Clinton township, Shelby
county, O., where he owns and operates 160 acres of excellent land, was
born in this township, March 2, i860, and is a son of Moses James and Martha
(Beck) Russell, the family being a leading one in this section.
Moses James and Martha (Beck) Russell were the parents of the
following children: Harry \\\, who is a well known attorney at law, at
Dayton, O. Fred J., who is in the mill business at Sidney; Jessie, who
is the wife of John Blake; Daisy E., who is the wife of Frank M. Sayer,
who is secretary and treasurer of the Farmers Grain and Milling Company
at Sidney; Bertha E.. who is the wife of Elmer Sturn Dana G, and Grant E.
well

;

;
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Since his school days Grant E. Russell has been engaged continuously in
When he reached manhood he was married to Miss
Ida M. Blake, who was born at Sidney, a daughter of Oliver B. and Mary
A. (Ensey) Blake. Mrs. Russell died in September, 1894, leaving two children
Howard Blake and Homer Clifford. Mr. Russell's second marriage
was to Florence Green and they have one child, Bonnie Ensey. The father
of Mrs. Russell was formerly a butcher and later a farmer, and now lives
retired at Sidney.
Mr. and Mrs. Russell are members of the Presbyterian church, taking a conscientious interest in all its work.
Politically he
is a Republican but has never accepted any office exxcept that of school
director, and fraternally he is identified with the Masons.
agricultural pursuits.

:

SOLOMON SPRINGER,
Clinton township,

whose sixty acres of

fine

land are situated in

one of the successful farmers and respected citizens of
born in Berks count}', Pa., September 12, 1861, and is
a son of Solomon and Lena (Wise) Springer.
The parents of Mr. Springer were also natives of Pennsylvania and
there spent their lives. The father was an industrious man and in his neighborhood was well known and respected. He cast his vote with the republican party and in his religious sentiments was a Lutheran as were his parents.
To Solomon and Lena Springer the following children were born
Mary,
who is the wife of Richard Link; Elizabeth, who is the wife of Solomon
Knabler; Ellen, who married John Dolman and after his death, Daniel
Specht Hettie, who is the wife of Albert Merkle and Solomon and Emma,
twins, the last named becoming the wife of George Weinert.
Solomon Springer attended the public schools and afterward worked at
different tasks for some time, by the day, and was eighteen years of age when
he came to Shelby county, O., where an uncle lived, with whom he made
his home for some time.
He became a farm hand and continued to work
by the day. After marriage Mr. Springer and his young wife went to housekeeping in a log cabin and he kept on working by the day, always being busy,
and then bought twenty-five acres of land from David Oldham. This first
purchase he sold to advantage and in 1896 bought his present farm of Alvina
Fulton and here has engaged in general farming and moderate stock raising ever since.
He is a practical, common-sense farmer and the results of
his industry are very satisfactory.
On February 28, 1882, Mr. Springer was married to Miss Catherine
Amanda Willauer, who died July 5. 1912, and her burial was in Graceland
cemetery at Sidney. This estimable lady was born in Clinton township, a
daughter of Andrew and Amanda (King) Willauer, the eldest of their
family, the others being: Lavina, wife of I. B. Bussard; Margaret, deceased;
Callie, deceased, formerly Mrs. Williams; and George.
Mr. and Mrs. Springer had the following children Mayette, who resides
at home and looks after her father's comfort; Pearl, who is deceased; Lena,
who is the wife of Sylvester Rauhouse; Charles A.; George Albert; Clarence
Theron Harold; Clement Theodore; and Adele
Willauer; Raymond E.
this section.

is

He was

,

:

;

;

:

;
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Mr. Springer and his chilIn politics he has always been

Isabel.

dren are members of the Lutheran church.
a democrat but has never accepted any public office except that of school
He is identified with the order of the Modern Brotherhood of
director.
America.

FREDERICK R. McVAY, physican and surgeon, at Botkins, O., has
up a satisfactory practice here and has established himself in the confidence of the people both personally and professionally
He was born on a
farm in Salem township, Shelby county, O., one mile northeast of Port
Jefferson November 21, 1883, and is a son of James and Sarah (Frederick)
built

.

McVay.
The McVay family is an old and honorable one in Shelby county and
was founded in Salem township by the grandfather, James McVay, who, at
the time of his death, in 1908, was one of the most venerable residents of
the county, being then aged ninety-eight years and six months.
James
McVay, Jr., was born in Salem township, followed an agricultural life and

died there March 29, 1907.
Frederick R. McVay was educated in- the country schools and those
of Port Jefferson and after graduating from the Port Jefferson high school
entered the Ohio Northern University at Ada and afterward taught school
for two years, following which he took a course of four years in the Medical
College of Ohio at Cincinnati, where he was graduated in 1909 and immediately came to Botkins. During his senior year at college he practiced in the
Ohio Maternity Hospital at Cincinnati. He carries on a general practice in
both medicine and surgery.
Dr. McVay married Miss Maybelle Lochard, who is a daughter of J. W.
In his
Lochard. They are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
fraternal relations he is a member of Stokes Lodge No. 305, F. & A. M,
World
Botkins.
at
at Port Jefferson, and of the Woodmen of the

JOHN

C. KOENIG, whose business interests are largely centered at
Botkins, O., where he is in the hardware line, being the senior member of the
firm of Koenig Bros., proprietors of the Botkins Hardware Company, was
born on a farm in Auglaize county, O., one and one-half miles north of BotHis parents are John H. and Margaret Koenig,
kins, September 19, 1880.
who are well-known and highly esteemed residents of Botkins.
John C. Koenig was reared on the home farm and attended the country
schools.
His first business experience away from home was as a traveling

salesman for the International Harvester Company, of Fort Wayne, with
which corporation he continued for two years, when he came to Botkins
to make a permanent business establishment, in which commendable undertaking he was associated with his brother, Michael Koenig, and they, under
the firm style of Koenig Bros., bought the hardware business then conducted
by Jacob Paul. For the past seven years they have operated their present
store, enlarging their stock as demand has arisen and probably have one
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of the largest and best equipped stores in the general hardware line, in this
part of Shelby county. John C. Koenig is a member of the Catholic church
and is identified with the Knights of Columbus at Sidney.
Mr. Koenig
is unmarried.

ERNEST

J. ROETH, a general farmer who is successfully cultivating
a valuable tract of eighty-four acres of land which is situated in Loramie
township on the range line turnpike road, is a well-known and highly
respected citizen of this section of Shelby county. He was born in Germany
August 10, 1875, and is a son of Carl F. and Catherine (Wagner) Roeth.
The parents of Mr. Roeth were also born in Germany and came from
there to the United States in 1881 and settled on the farm above mentioned
when there were but few permanent residents in Loramie township. By
trade the father was a carpenter but later became a farmer and in clearing
and putting his land under cultivation as fast as possible, spent the rest of
his life, his death occurring at the age of fifty-two years.
He was a most
worthy man, a consistent member of the Lutheran church to which religious
body his wife belongs, her present place of residence being Covington, O.
In Germany seven of their family of, ten children were born, three others
being added after they came to Ohio. Annie, the eldest, who is now deceased,
was the wife of Simon Wehneman. Henry and Mary both reside in Miami
county.
Reynold is deceased Ernest J. is the fifth in order of birth Fred
lives in Loramie township; Louis and Albert, both are residents of Chicago,
Alma lives in Miami county, and Edward, the youngest; is now deceased.
111.
Ernest J. Roeth was six years old when his people came to Shelby county
and settled in Loramie township. With his brothers and sisters he attended
the Beech Grove school and afterward, until hi:, father's death, hired out to
neighboring farmers and subsequently, with his brothers, took charge of the
home farm, where he still continues his management, and his success has
given him the reputation of being one of the most capable farmers of the
township.
Mr. Roeth married Miss Anna Fessler, a daughter of the late Martin
Fessler, and they have the following children:
Ada, Forest, Clara, Naomi,
Eva, Dora and Herbert. Mr. and Mrs. Roeth have lived on this place since
1902 and he has greatly improved it, remodeling the residence and building
the substantial barn. In politics he is a democrat but has never accepted any
public office except membership on the school board of the Beech Grove
special school district, to which he has belonged for three years.
He is
justly proud of his father's record as a soldier in the Civil war, he having
served for three years as a member of the One Hundred and Fifty-fifth Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, receiving an honorable discharge and was mustered out
on July 3, 1866. Mr. Roeth and family belong to the Lutheran church at
;

;

;

Houston.

M. C. SULLIVAN, who is one of the best known residents of Shelby
county, O., for thirty-seven years has been continuously engaged in educa-
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work and at present is a valued teacher in the public schools of Botkins, O.
He was born at Webster, in Darke county, O., February 22, 1856,
and is a son of Marcus and Mary (Kelly) Sullivan.
M. C. Sullivan was about two years old when his parents moved on a
tional

farm situated one mile south of Botkins, the father being a railroad man.

M. C. Sullivan attended the district schools in Dinsmore township and afterward attended the Ohio Normal, now the Ohio Northern University at Ada,
O., largely providing for his own expenses and. being very ambitious, making the most of his opportunities. He was only sixteen years old when he
taught his first school, this being at Glynwood, in Auglaize county, O., and
he continued to teach in that county, although not continuously, for about
thirteen years, being at Freiberg for two years, otherwise he has taught
mainly in Shelby county. As an educator Mr. Sullivan has few equals n
Teaching has been his life work
this section and is held in great esteem.
and he has found his greatest pleasure in imparting instruction and in watching the seeds of knowledge he has planted develop into the educational
standards which have prepared hundreds of his pupils for successful careers
democrat in his political views, Professor Sullivan has frequently
in life.
been called upon by his party to accept the burdens of public office and when
he has done so his duties have been performed with the efficiency which
marks his life. While residing in Dinsmore township he served as clerk
of the township and at the present time is filling the same position at Botkins.
Mr. Sullivan was married to Miss Catherine O'Neil, who was born in
Canada and was two years old when she was brought to Shelby county
They have had five children John M., who resides at Lima, O. Neal Ruth
Raymond, who died at the age of three months; and Mary Louisa. Mr.
He is identified
Sullivan and family are members of the Catholic church.
with the Woodmen of the World, and has frequently served on charitable
boards, and has addressed educational bodies.

A

:

;

;

BARHORST, one of the leading citizens and successful
Cynthian township, owner of a fine farm of 120 acres, situated in section 34, three miles southwest of Newport, O., is a member of the
township board of trustees and has also served on the board of education.
He was born in McLean township, Shelby county, January 20, 1872, and is
a son of Joseph and Mary (Schultze) Barhorst.
Joseph H. Barhorst was reared on his father's farm and attended school
Since his marriage he has resided on
in the Berlin special school district.
his present farm, which he purchased from his father who had bought the
and
has
done the most of the improving. He
Wishwitz,
same from George
has a very fine barn, 80x40 feet in dimensions and other substantial buildings.
In addition to carrying on general farming, Mr. Barhorst keeps a herd of
high grade cattle for dairy purposes and sells his milk to the New Bremen
Creamery.
Mr. Barhorst was marriel to Miss Anna Ungruhn, who was born and
reared at St. Rose, a daughter of Joseph and Catherine Ungruhn, and they

JOSEPH

H.

agriculturists of
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have had nine children:
Magdalena. Bernard, Veronica, Prank, Clara,
Freda, August, Joseph and Mary, all of whom survive except August, the
third youngest, who died at the age of five months.
All the other children
have attended school in the Turner special school district, which is a tract
of forty acres, on the northwest corner of this farm, of which it was originally a part.
Mr. Barhorst and family belong to the Catholic church at Newport, O.
In politics he has always been a democrat and personally is looked
upon as one of the solid and reliable men of this section.
F.

I.

MONNIN,

treasurer of the board of education of the

Huffman

Loramie township, is the owner of a well-drained
farm of eighty acres, which is situated tw^o and one-half miles
northeast of Russia, O. He was born February 13, 1869, in Loramie township, Shelby county, O., and is a son of Frank and Henrietta (Thiebeau)
Monnin, both of whom died in this township.
F. I. Monnin spent his first year of school life in Cynthian township but
afterward was a pupil in the Loramie schools and when old enough to assume
such responsibilities learned the principles and has ever since followed
farming. He came to his present place following his marriage and improved
the property to a considerable extent and is numbered with the successful
special school district of

and

tiled

agriculturists of this section.

He

cultivates all but ten acres of his land

and that makes a valuable wood lot.
Mr. Monnin married Miss Rosa Mary Perin, who was born in Cynthian
township, a daughter of Jule and Rosa Perin, and they have had six children born to them, namely: Amos, who died when aged three and one-half
months Albert Emma Agnes, who died when in her sixth month and
Elmer and Wilfred. Mr. Monnin and family belong to the Catholic church at
Russia, O.
In politics a lifelong democrat, Mr. Monnin has been no office
seeker but has consented to serve on the school board, of which he has been
a member for three years and its treasurer for the last two years.
;

;

WEBSTER

;

;

PROF.
C. KING, superintendent of schools of Botkins, O.,
is one of the younger educators of the state and through scholarship and
executive ability of a high order, has reached a very prominent position as
a teacher. He was born on a farm in Montgomery county, O., June 15, 1884,
and is a son of Adam F. and Rose E. (Goode) King.
In 1888 the parents of Mr. King moved to Shelby county, locating for
a short time at Sidney, and then moved to the old Dr. Silver farm in Clinton
Subsequently they
township, where they resided for a number of years.
lived on a farm in Orange township and then moved to Port Jefferson.
Webster C. King attended the public schools, rural and village, and afterward taught school for seven years, first in Salem township and then in
Logan county, and after satisfying himself that a career as an educator
would be a congenial one, he entered the Ohio Northern University and
Since completing his course there he
there thoroughly prepared himself.
has taught in different high schools and prior to coming to Botkins in 1910
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he taught for three years at Lake View, in Logan county. Under his superintendence the schools of Botkins have made marked advances and he not
only has won the confiedence of the pupils but the respect and cooperation
of his teachers and the public.
In 1907 Mr. King was married to Miss Cora Nettleship of Port Jefferson, a daughter of A. L. Nettleship, and they have one child, Maurice.
They are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. He is identified with
the Odd Fellows and is more or less interested in various educational organizations in different parts of Ohio.

HON. JOHN

B.

STOLLY, mayor

of Botkins, O., a justice of the peace,

and a representative business man of the place, is a native of Shelby county,
O., born on a farm in Jackson township August 11, 1849, ar, d s a son ot
Frank J. and Susanna (Seiter) Stolly.
Frank J. Stolly was born in Alsace, France, and after coming to the
United States first located in Stark county, O., removing from there to Jackson township, Shelby county, when very few settlers had yet secured homes
here.
He followed farming all his active life and died in advanced age at
'

Botkins, O.
John B. Stolly was fourteen years old when he left Jackson for Dinsmore
township and in 1867 came to Botkins, where he learned telegraphing, afterward working for the C. H. & D. Railroad for eight years, following which
he did teaming for a time and then embarked in the meat business, and ever
since has conducted it along his own lines, doing his own slaughtering, and
retaining old customers who have never used stock yard products from other
places.
So successfully has Mr. Stolly conducted his own business affairs,
during all these years keeping the confidence of his fellow citizens, that it is
not remarkable that they should place reliance in him in public affairs and
honor him by electing him to the highest municipal office in their gift. Mr.
Stolly was elected mayor of this pleasant and progressive town in the fall of
191 1, on the democratic ticket, and took charge of affairs on January 1, 19 12.
His policy is the same that has brought him prosperity in his private undertakings and Botkins is to be congratulated on having so sensible, courageous
and judicious a mayor. Some twenty years ago he served two terms as a
justice of the peace and is now serving in his fifth year in the same office.
Mayor Stolly was married to Miss Augusta Hemmert. who was born
and reared in Dinsmore township, Shelby county, a daughter of Aquelin
Hemmert, and they have six children: Albert, Victoria, Matilda, Annie,
Nora and William. Mayor Stolly and family belong to the Catholic church.

GENERAL BENJAMIN LeFEVRE,

the

subject

of

this

somewhat

extended biographical sketch, is a thorough Buckeye, having been born on
a farm in Salem township, ten miles northeast of Sidney, October '8. 1838.
His parents were pioneers and the ancestral acres of great fertility Ben has
owned for years and has recently erected a spacious farm house, approached
by a drive shaded with an arcade of maples.
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From
aroma

the ample porch of this delightful rustic abode he can sniff the
of the apple blossoms of his nearby orchard and the fragrance of its

ripening

fruit.

Higher
rendering

it

criticism,

with

its

convenient

elasticity,

had not been developed

possible to interpret the plain injunction of Scripture to multiply

and replenish the earth to mean race suicide, so the God-fearing LeFevre
household was filled with a large family of stalwart boys and girls, with
appetites commensurate with their healthy out-of-door activities and digestion that an ostrich might covet, thus furnishing a home market for the surplus products of the farm.

Though he was not born with a gold spoon
was not plenty

in his

mouth, as that

article

pioneer days of nearly a century ago, he never felt
home domain was ample. As the virgin land
furnished employment in all seasons, Satan, who gets in his work where
there are idle hands, steered clear of that busy, industrious household.
Ben's pockets were not distended with an annoying surplus of pin money,
as filthy lucre was not a profuse commodity in those days, and did not
admit of liberal distribution to such an extent as to invite burglarious invasion, but the larder was never empty and its prodrcts were dispensed freely
in those hospitable times.
He was by nature optimistic, kept himself on the silver lining side of
life clouds and shadows, was full of hope and as his sky was thickly set with
lofty ideals he bent every energy to achieve and realize their fruition and
his life attest how successful he has been.
In his lexicon there was no such
in those

the grip of poverty for the

;

word

as "fail."

What crude privileges the log country schoolhouses afforded he embraced,
but the three R's were the extent of the curriculum, and to the rule of three
was the limit of the pedagogic ability to instruct.
In due time he was sent to Sidney for advanced instruction, attended
several terms and subsequently taught school and became a student at the
Miami University at Oxford.
An episode in his pedagogical career illustrates his natural tact and diplomacy which has served him so well in untying hard knots and straightening
tangles.
He had one very refractory pupil who gave him a world of trouble,
and, feeling that forbearance had ceased to be a virtue, he kept the miscreant

When about
in the schoolhouse one evening for substantial settlement.
ready to administer a deserved castigation, Ben looked out of a window
and caught a glimpse of the irate mother, who was a terror in skirts, sidling
She paused a
up to the schoolhouse with a stride that meant business.
while to listen to the interior proceedings. Not relishing the red hot fury of
a woman, Ben at once changed his tactics and in a voice that could be distinctly heard outside, said
"Jim, I wish you would suppress your animal
spirits and mischievous ways, for you have marked ability and noble qualities.
I did not keep you in for punishment but to have a good talk and appeal to
your better nature. You are the hope of your kind and indulgent mother
who would do anything for your welfare and solicitious as she is through the
:
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day for you I have no doubt that she remembers you in her prayers each
night, and I am doing my best to help her make of you an honor to her and
a useful man." At this the mother burst in the door, totally disarmed, and
poured the contents of her vial of wrath, intended for Ben, upon her son.
This diplomatic stroke endeared Ben to her not only the rest of the term
but ever afterward.
When the slogan of the Civil war sounded Ben's quick and patriotic ear
heard it, and he joined the Benton cadets, went to Missouri, and served in
General Fremont's brief campaign, going as far as Springfield in that state.
When the cadets were mustered out he came home as lieutenant and when
the Ninety-ninth Ohio regiment was organized joined at Lima, serving as
major in the army until the final surrender of the rebel host. He returned to
Sidney, studied law with Smith and Cummins, leading attorneys of Sidney.
and was admitted to the bar, but having a stronger taste for politics than
of legal practice he was elected to the state legislature from Shelby county.
At the close of his term he was appointed governor of the territory of
Washington by President Johnson, but which was changed to a consulship
to Nurenburg, Bavaria.
At that time Andrew G. Curtis, Pennsylvania's war
governor, was minister to Russia, and Elilm Washburn, minister to France,

and the three became

fast friends.

Upon his return to this country he was employed by Col. Thomas A.
Scott to look after the revenue cases of the Pennsylvania railway and
remained until he resigned to run for democratic congressional nomination
from this district, composed of Shelby, Miami, Darke, Mercer and Auglaize
counties.
A mass convention was held in Sidney, and after a fierce fight
of three days and nights, the time Jonah spent in making interior observations of the whale, Ben was victorious by one ond a half votes on the two
hundred and eighteenth ballot for the forty-sixth congress, and triumphantly
elected in

November.

While serving his first term the district was changed to comprise Shelby.
Auglaize, Allen, Mercer, Paulding, Putnam, Defiance and Van Wert counties. Five of these counties were represented by W. D. Hill, who was up
for renomination, but Ben won on the first ballot.
The district was again
changed and Ben served continuously for eight years. It is safe to say that
no representative ever served his constituents with more fidelity than General
LeFevre, or procured more lucrative employment for democratic boys in
republican administrations than he. His diplomacy and suavity did the work.
Milton E. Ailes, who subsequently became assistant secretary of the treasury
under Lyman D. Gage, was one of his boys from Sidney.
Upon entering congress he served on the committee on agriculture and the
committee on military affairs, and introduced the first bill for the suppression of contagious diseases among domestic animals.
He introduced the
resolution creating the department of agriculture and always espoused the
cause of the soldiers, and was ever at his post.
At the close of his congressional career he was engaged by the Erie railway to look after claims, and for twenty-three years was in its service,
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resigning in the

summer of

1909,

much

to the regret of the railroad

mana-

gers, as letters show.

Many

of these years his vacations were spent in Europe, and he has
crossed the Atlantic over twenty times and visited all the countries of the
continent and nearly all the cities, and sipped the waters of its famous
springs.
Being a great pedestrian, he mingled much with the peasants and
common people studying their habits and modes of life, and has made footprints, man's size, in the soil from Italy to Finland, not giving Sweden and
Norway the go-by. His views afoot if written out would fill volumes.
After Mr. LeFevre's resignation as a railway official, he again set sail
for Europe, and pausing long enough to get breath, started on an overland
trip to the Orient.
It was more of a leisurely saunter than trip, as he took
his own time and avoided the water as much as possible.
He left France,
traversed Austria and Hungary and the Balkan states to Constantinople,
where he spent two weeks. A religious festival was in progress and the
supply of Moslem prayers seemed to be largely in excess of the demand. He
next went to Smyrna and to Jerusalem, where he stayed three weeks, visiting all the places of interest and some not so interesting.
It seemed as if
all the beggars were expecting him, from the welcome they gave him, and had
an idea that he had a souvenir for each one. Ben donkeyed and cameled it
across Arabia and sailed across the Arabian sea to Bombay. India, a most
wonderful city, with the finest architecture in the world.
The hotel Taj
Mahai is not excelled for artistic beauty by any on earth, and is owned by a
parsee.
He made the acquaintance of several parsees, who are the merchants
of the city. He journeyed to Delhi and at Agra saw the famous tomb Taj
Mahal, built for an Indian princess at a cost of $20,000,000. When Lord
Curzon was viceroy of India he had a lamp that had been destroyed or taken
from the tomb replaced, but could find only two men that could do it. One
of these was brought from Persia, and they were about two years in fashioning
it.
He passed through Lucknow and Cawnpore on his way to the sacred city
of Benares, on the Ganges, where he paused for several days. From thence he
went to Calcutta, at the delta of the Ganges on the Bay of Bengal. It is the
most interesting city that he saw so far on his journey, and its jute mills are
the largest in the world, employing 57,000 men. The experts in these mills get
twelve cents a day and the others less. They live on rice the year around, a
most monotonous diet, and it goes without saying that they do not buy it in
Sidney nor Dayton. From there he sailed diagonally across the Bay of Bengal,
rounded the peninsula of Malacca, passed Singapore on his way to Borneo,
Hong Kong and Canton, a most interesting city, where half a million people
live on boats, briefly viewed the Philippines on his way to Japan, where he
remained for some time, then took a Pacific steamer for San Francisco, halting for awhile at the beautiful flower-embowered city of Honolulu.
From
San Francisco he went to Southern California and returned by way of Texas
to Sidney, where he was most warmly greeted by his many friends after a
year's absence. Abstemious in his habits, careful in diet, drinking Vichy water
as a beverage, the year was one of unbroken health and enjoyment.

CHKISTOI'IIKR

ENDERS
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How

one so genial and a social favorite has managed to elude Cupid's
darts seems strange, but he has, and is as ever in "maiden meditation and fancy
with
no obvious symptoms of change for "better or for worse."
free,"
A. B. C. Hitchcock.

GEORGE W. ZEDEKER,
situated in

residing on his valuable farm of 120 acres,
Salem township, Shelby county, O.. was born in Montgomery
January 30, 1864, and is a son of John W. and Mary Branden-

county, O.,
berg) Zedeker. He has one brother, Oliver C. Zedeker, who is also a wellknown resident and successful farmer of Salem township. The parents live
retired in Franklin township.
George Zedeker was about ten years old when his parents moved to
Shelby county and here he completed his school attendance. With his brother
he assisted on the home farm and continued with his father until five years
after his marriage, moving then to his wife's old home farm. Later he bought
a one-half interest in the same which he subsequently sold, then bought his
present farm from the Widow Davies and ever since has been actively engaged
in general farming and stock raising, such as horses, cattle, hogs and sheep
(

which demand good prices.
In 1888, Mr. Zekeker was married to Miss Martha West, a daughter of
William and Lavina (Conover) West, farming people of Shelby county. The
mother of Mrs. Zedeker was born in Miami county but the father came from
Virginia. Mrs. Zedeker had four brothers and one sister: Elizabeth, wife of
Shelby Brandenberg, and John, Edward, Charles and Lester, the last named
being deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Zedeker five children have been born Ethel,
Hazel, John, Wilbur and Charles, all of whom have been given school and
The family attends the Methodist Episcopal church. In
other advantages.
politics Mr. Zedeker is a democrat and for some four years he served as a
member of the Shelby county fair board.
:

CHRISTOPHER

ENDERS, for many years was a well known and
respected citizen of Shelby county, where he became a man of large estate,
at the time of his death, June 24, 1901, owning 214 acres of fine land in
Franklin township, the result of his own industry and frugality. He was born
in Elsass, Germany, in April, 1837, a son of Christopher Enders, who. with
his wife, died in Germany.

When sixteen years of age, young Christopher Enders came to the
United States and made his way to Shelby county, O. Here he worked
for a time at weaving and wagcnmaking and still later, when able to
buy land, became a farmer and afterward, until death, followed an agriQuiet, self respecting and industrious, he was well known
cultural life.
to his neighbors and he set an example of thrift and good citizenship.
He was twice married, first to Miss Margaret Dormeyer. and four children were born to them
Jacob, George, Charles and Emma, the last
named being a trained nurse. His second marriage was to Miss Barbara King, who was born in Butler county, O., and still resides on the
:
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homestead, in which she has a life interest.
Her parents, John and
Magdalena (Sallsman) King, are now deceased. They were old residents of
Butler county, who moved from there to Iowa, but at the time of death were
buried in Graceland Cemetery at Sidney, O.
Mrs. Enders is the youngest
of her parents' family, the others being: Elizabeth, wife of John Houndrick;
Mary, wife of Jacob Meyers; Catherine, wife of John Gram; and Joseph.
To Mr. and Mrs. Enders four children were born, all surviving: Sadie E.,
who is the wife of Charles Richards, and they have two children Jennette
and Frances Mary, who is a trained nurse Herman, who operates the farm
for his mother; and Catherine.
Mr. Enders was a member of the Lutheran
church and Mrs. Enders and all of the children belong to this religious body.
He was never active in politics and never willing to serve in public office but
voted with the democratic party and his sons follow his example.

—

;

MARTIN

;

DENMAN,

F.
whose own farm of ninety-five and one-half
acres is located in Green township, Shelby county, O., eight miles southeast
of Sidney, O., also operates his wife's farm of fifty-seven acres in the same
vicinity.
He was born on his present farm, September 9, 1863, and is a son

of Moses and Barbara (Hauser) Denman.
Moses Denman was born in Miami county, O., near Piqua, and was twentyone years old when he came to Shelby county and settled on the farm in
Green township on which his entire subsequent life was spent, his death
occurring here, when he was aged eighty-two years.
He married Barbara
Hauser and she became the mother of five children, passing away in her
sixty-sixth year.
Two of these survive: Martin F. and Mrs. Harvey Millhouse.

Martin F. Denman obtained a public schoo' of training and is one of the
well-informed and substantial citizens of this section where he has engaged in
farming and stock raising ever since reaching man's estate. He has kept up
repairs but has had no buildings to erect as his father had made all improvements. Mr. Denman married Miss Abigail W. Grosvenor, and they have three
children Araminta, Delia and Harry. Mr. Denman and family are members
and supporters of the Christian church. In politics he is a democrat.
:

GEORGE

WAGNER,

one of the leading citizens of Loramie townH.
ship, Shelby county, O., who resides on his excellent farm of forty-three acres,
situated one-quarter mile north of Houston, O.. lying on the north side of the
Piqua and St. Mary's turnpike road, in section 5, was born January 9, 1854,
in Clark county, O.
He was one year old when he was brought to Shelby
county by his parents, Jacob and Celina Wagner, who settled south of Houston.
George H. Wagner obtained a district school education and then assisted
his father until his own marriage, after which he still worked on the homestead for one more year and then moved to a place one mile west of Houston.
After four years there he moved on the Flynn farm and operated that for four
and one-half years. Later, after a period in which he was engaged in a general mercantile business at Houston, he moved to the Block farm, on the
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where he remained for eight years. He then came to his
present place, in 19x37, where he has made many improvements.
He has all
his land under cultivation with the exception of four acres of pasture.
For
many years he has been a leading factor in democratic politics and has given
most efficient service in such offices as turnpike superintendent, township trustee and school director, and for the past three years has been road superin-

township

line,

tendent.

Mr. Wagner married Miss Alice Stoker, who was born and reared in
Loramie township, a daughter of W. F. and Libby Stoker, both of whom died
in this township.
The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Wagner: Verna, who died at the age of two years; Charles; Mollie; Bertha:
Edith, who died in infancy; and Ruth. Mr. and Mrs. Wagner are members
of the Christian church. They are well-known people all through this section
and have a wide circle of friends.

GEORGE FAULDER,

who has recently retired alter many years of active
farm of eighty acres, situated in Salem township, Shelby county,
comfortable
residence on South Main street, Sidney, 6.
occupies
his
O.,
He was born February 16, 1833, in Frederick county, Md., and was two years
old when his parents, James and Louisa (Applebee) Faulder, brought him to
Shelby county.
James Faulder was a cooper by trade and in his day the making of barrels,
casks and hogsheads by hand was a very remunerative business. He followed
his trade until within twenty years of the close of his life, when he turned his
attention to farming. He was one of the useful and reliable men of his neighborhood and, while never consenting to hold office, gave his support to all
public spirited movements when they seemed to him to be of a character to
benefit the community.
He was the father of the following children: William H.
George; James; Joseph; Wilbur; Sarah, wife of John Morter:
Louisa, wife of Amos Stiger; Mary, wife of Leander Halter; and Susan, wife
of William Sims.
George Faulder attended the district schools in boyhood although he
never had the advantages which children of the present day have thrust upon
them. When he started out to take care of himself, he engaged at farm work
by the month for about six months and then went into a saw mill, and for
twelve years worked there by the day. After that he settled down to farming and also did considerable business in building turnpike roads under conMr. Faulder, with his many interests, has been a very busy man and
tract.
seemingly is entitled to a period of rest. In politics he is a republican and at
times served as school director in Salem township and for two years was
life

on

his

now

;

assessor.

In 1865 Mr. Faulder was married to Miss Caroline E. Fergus, who was
born in Shelby county, a daughter of Joseph and Barbara (Allery) Fergus,
both of whom are deceased, their burial being in Graceland cemetery. Mrs.
Faulder has the following brothers and sisters: R. H. Sarah C, wife of William Valentine; John S. W. Alonzo; Mary M., wife of Thomas Mitchell;
;

:
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Scott; Charles E. Wealthit E., wife of Peter Stockstill and Laura
J. L.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Faulder are:
A., wife of Samuel Knoop.
Harry B., who married Ella Shaw; Charles V., who married Mellie Gauze,
;

;

:

and they have one son, Forest Faulder; Edward L., who married Ella Wiland they have one child, Audrey; Taylor A., who married Katie Burton; Clemie C, who is the wife of Elmer Shroyer; Nellie B., who is the wife
of Earl Fristoe Mary H., who is the wife of Terry Wones and they have
one child, Mildred; Donnie F., who is at home; and George B., who is a
student at Ann Arbor, Mich. Mr. Faulder and family attend the Methodist
Episcopal church. George Faulder was a soldier in the Civil war, having been
a member of 134 Regiment. O. V. I.
liams,

;

EARL D. FRISTOE, whose farm of 138 acres of valuable land lies in
Perry township, Shelby county, O., belongs to an old Shelby county family
and was born in this township, January 21, 1879. His parents were Milton
and Mahala (Fahnestock) Fristoe.
Milton Fristoe was a highly respected citizen, and a successful farmer.
His death occurred in September, 1901, and his burial was at Port Jefferson.
To his first marriage witih Lyda Mericle four children were born John, Anna,
Libbie and Phebe. His second marriage was to Mrs. Mahala
Fahnestock)
Spangy, widow of Philip Spangy, who had two children, Frank and Clara.
To the second marriage but one child was born. Earl D. and his mother
:

|

resides at Sidney.

Earl D. Fristoe attended the public schools an4 all his life has been more
or less engaged in agricultural pursuits. The first land he ever owned was
forty acres situated in Orange township, which he sold and then bought sixty
acres in Perry township and after selling that, bought his present farm, in
He
1909, at sheriff's sale, it being known as the old Henry English farm.
made all necessary improvements, including the building of a new and substantial barn and is successfully interested here in raising Jersey cattle and

Percheron horses.
Mr. Fristoe was married in November, 1900, to Miss Nellie B. Faulder,
in Shelby county, July 16, 1880, a daughter of George and
They are farming people in Salem township
Caroline (Fergus) Faulder.
and their children are: Harry B., who is a physician at Wapakoneta Charles.
Edward, Taylor, Clementine, Nellie B., Mary, Donna, Chester and Benjamin. To Mr. and Mrs. Fristoe one son was born to whom the name of Lawrence Theodore was given, but his little span of life covered only five weeks.
In politics Mr. Fristoe has been active as a republican and served three years
as a county central committeeman, and is serving in his second term as vice
president of the county fair board.
He is identified with the Knights of
Pythias at Maplewood and Knights of Khorassan of Sidney, O.

who was born

;

E. A. DUNN, who resides on an excellent farm of eighty acres one-half
mile south of Plattsville, O., in a desirable section of Green township, was
born in Orange township, Shelby county, in 1858, and is a son of John and

Susan (Razor) Dunn.
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John Dunn was born in Pennsylvania and came to Ohio when young
and after living for some years in Montgomery county, came to Shelby and
settled on a farm in Orange township, where he died in his sixty-fifth year.
He married Susan Razor and they became parents of seven children.
E. A.

Dunn

obtained a district school education, often attending school

under conditions that his children would deem exceedingly uncomfortable,
and a schoolhouse devoid, in large
measure, of any of the present-day comforts that are now considered necessities.
He remained on the home farm until he was sixteen years old and then
worked through the neighborhood for different fanners. He has been established on the present place for the past eleven years and here very successfully
carries on general farming and stock raising.
Mr. Dunn married Miss Callie Simes and they have two daughters: Bertha
and Ruth. In politics Mr. Dunn is a democrat. For a number of years he
has been identified with the Odd Fellows, attending the lodge at Kirkwood.
entailing long walks in inclement weather

CONRAD CRUSEY,

proprietor of the Crusey Grocery

Company, operat-

ing a first-class grocery store on the corner of Walnut and Fair avenues, Sidney, O., is one of the representative business men of this city and has practiHe was born at Sidney, November 28, 1853, and is
cally spent his life here.

and Agnes (Sousa) Crusey.
Stephen Crusey and wife were born in Germany. In the fall of 1849,
Stephen Crusey with his own family and with his father, John Crusey, and
two brothers, John and Michael Crusey, set sail for America and during
the voyage that lasted fifty-five days, forty-two of the passengers died of
cholera. Finally the survivors were landed at New Orleans and took passage
on a Mississippi river steamboat for Cincinnati. The germs of the deadly
cholera, however, were in the system of the aged father and he suffered a
severe attack but finally recovered and subsequently lived in robust health
into advanced age, his death occurring at Muncie, Ind.
After reaching Cincinnati the travelers proceeded by canal to Piqua and from there came to Sidney by wagon. Stephen Crusey was a machinist by trade but the circumstances that surrounded him on reaching the United States did not favor his
securing employment at this trade and for some years he was variously
employed, but always industriously. At one time he purchased a small farm
in Auglaize county, O., but as it was in the woods he never worked it but kept
it until he could sell to advantage and made seventy dollars by his prudence.
His first job of work after coming to Sidney was on the Wapakoneta turnpike
road, his wages being eight dollars a month. Afterward he started in the business of selling stoves, traversing the country in a wagon and carrying the stoves
with him to the farms where he found customers and when he made one
dollar a day and his expenses, he considered that he was doing a very satisfactory business and was able to save money. Later he worked for a foundry
as cupola tender and afterward was employed for a short time at the old still
house, where he fortunately saw the dangerous character of the work in time
to leave it, three other workmen less observant being killed on the following
a son of Stephen
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day.

He

assisted in putting in new machinery and became night engineer
turned the first wheel that ever revolved in the still house. Later Stephen

and
Crusey and

his brothers opened a brickyard, its site being what is now known
Gramercy Park, and for many years he carried on this business. Retiring
some quiet, restful years prior to his death in January, 1910,
when aged eighty-eight years, having survived his wife since 1888. One son,
Edward, who was born in Germany, is now in the grocery business at Sidney.
Conrad Crusey attended the public and parochial schools at Sidney and as
a boy worked in his father's brickyard and afterward, for eighteen years, was
in the liquor business.
In 1906 he embarked in the grocery line and carries

as

at last he spent

a large and carefully selected stock, catering to the city's best trade.
Mr. Crusey was married in 1875 to Miss Nettie Wise, of Muncie, Ind.,
a lady reared at Sidney from the age of seven years, and they have three children: Agnes Jane, who is the wife of Bert E. Binckley, of Cleveland, by whom
she has five children
Helen, Dolores, Marion, Paul and Sarah; Milton S.,
who married and lives at Sidney, has three children Frances Marie,
Jennette Rose and John Anthony; and Nicholas John, who ma-ried Agnes
Redindo, lives at Sidney and has two sons, Adrian and Nicholas. Mr. Crusey
and family are members of the Holy Angels Catholic church.

—

ELIAS

J.

GRIFFIS, a
man of

prominent business

—

lifelong resident of Shelby county, O., and a very
Sidney, interested in many of the important enter-

was born in Cynthian township, Shelby county, March
8, 1862, and is a son of J. S. and Mary (Babylon) Griffis.
Griffis
was
born
in Butler county, O., a son of Jacob and Rachel
S.
J.
Griffis, who came to Shelby county when their son, J. S., was a boy and settled on the present site of the Loramie reservoir.
J. S. Griffis engaged in the
grain business at Dawson, O., in 1880, and was a well known business man.
He was the first postmaster at that place. He died in 1964 at the age of
seventy-two years.
He married Mary Babylon, who was reared in Miami
county, O., and died in 1905 at the age of sixty-eight years.
Her parents
were Daniel and Eliza Babylon, old residents of Miami county. To J. S.
Griffis and wife four children were born: Warren A., who died of typhoid
fever, in 1895, survived by a widow and one daughter, was in partnership
with his brother, Elias J., in the grain business from 1887 until the time of
prises of this section,

death; Jennie E., who is the wife of E. T. Custolenborder, of Sidney; Wilson,
who died in infancy; and Elias J.
Elias J. Griffis was educated in the local schools and at Ada Normal and
from 1880 to 1885 alternated teaching with school attendance and afterward
was interested in the grain business at Dawson for several years. In 1887,
in partnership with his older brother, Warren A., he purchased the grain business of Nutt Bros., operating an elevator known as the Old Stone Bridge
Elevator.
The Griffis brothers did an immense business both in coal and
grain.
In 1895 the old building was replaced by the present one, the new
elevator being the best in this part of the state. The business was continued
after the death of Warren A. Griffis, the firm name being E. J. Griffis & Co.
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In 1898 a flour mill was erected with a capacity of ninety barrels, and Mr.
Grifns continued to devote his time to this enterprise until 1904, when he
sold out to E. E. Nutt.
large number of the successful business enterprises of Sidney have had
the fostering care of Mr. Grifns and his interest in many of these continues.
He was one of the promoters and one of the first officers of the Commercial
Club, serving as its second president is a stockholder and director in the Sidney Tool Company; a stockholder and director of the Monarch Company;
a stockholder in the Sidney Manufacturing Company, and, in association with
W. E. Wenger, owns the Standard Clutch Company, of Sidney. In 1895
he entered the newspaper field, purchasing the old Sidney Journal, which
was founded in 1832, and consolidated it with the Sidney Gazette, then owned
by Mr. Williams, the new paper being issued as the Sidney Journal-Gazette,
and during the four years that he remained connected with it, the policy of
the paper was progressive and tended to assist in furthering the interests
of this section. Mr. Griffis is first vice president of the Shelby County Building & Loan Association, and he also owns two fine farms in his native county.
In 1888, Mr. Griffis was married to Miss Rhoda V. Boyle, a daughter of
S. H. and Elizabeth Boyle, old residents of Cynthian township, and they
have one son, Forest H. The latter was educated at Sidney and is shipping
clerk for the Sidney Tool Company.
He married Miss Mabel Struble and
they have a handsome residence at No. 119 Walnut street, Sidney.
In his political affiliation Mr. Griffis has been an active republican but
has never sought political honors, accepting only membership on the board
of health, in which office he has served with efficiency for the past twelve
years. Both he and wife are members of the Presbyterian church. The only
fraternal organization with which he has ever identified himself is the
Improved Order of Red Men. Mr. Griffis is largely a self-made man. his success having been mainly the result of his own unaided efforts.

A

;

R. O. BINGHAM, superintendent of the Wagner Manufacturing Company of Sidney, O., a member of the library board and a citizen of sterling
worth, was born at Baltimore, Md., August 25, 1850, and is a son of Alfred
Hugh and Rebecca (Evans) Bingham, the former of whom, for some years,
was superintendent of cotton mills in Maryland.
In the infancy of Mr. Bingham, his parents moved to Alexandria, Va.,
and there he attended school. He afterward served an apprenticeship of four
years to the machinist trade and worked in cotton mills until 1871, when he
came to Sidney, O. Here he entered the machine shop of
G. Haslup &
Brother, where he remained for seven years, in the meanwhile being first
made foreman and later superintendent. During these seven years the business name had been changed to the Sidney Manufacturing Company.
In
1888 he went to Marion, Ind., with Mr. Gould and Mr. Fruchey, on account
of inducements offered by capitalists in that city, and for three years the
partners conducted works for the manufacture of hollow ware and stoves,
when their plant was burned. Mr. Bingham then came back to Sidney and

G
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ever since has been identified with the Wagner Manufacturing Company as
This important business enterprise of Sidney started with
its superintendent.
twenty men and at present 300 are given employment, all of whom, in their
industrial activities, come under the careful superintendence of Mr. Bingham.
In 1881 Mr. Bingham was married at Sidney to Miss Alice Conklin, a
daughter of the late Judge Conklin, and they have two children, Florence and
Hugh, both of whom have been afforded exceptional educational advantages.
Miss Florence was educated in Miami University at Oxford, O. Hugh is a
graduate of the Wesleyan University at Delaware, O., and during 1910-n
was an instructor in the Sidney high school, and at present is a student of law
The mother of these children died in March,
in the Western Reserve College.
1908.

Mr. Bingham has always taken a public spirited interest in city improvements since he came to Sidney and for thirteen years served as a member of
the school board, in 1910 being its secretary and its president in the following
year.
He has held other municipal offices and for many years served as a
member of the board of trustees of the city waterworks. As a member of
the Commercial Club, Mr. Bingham has encouraged its aims and on many
He is a member of
occasions his sound business advice has been followed.
the Knights of Pythias and a Knight Templar in Masonry.

KIRBY THRELKELD, who has been identified with the grain business
Jackson Center, O., for eight years and conducts a mill and grain elevator here, was born at Shelbyville, Shelby county, Ky., December 29, 1872,
and is a son of Elijah and Mary Ellen Threlkeld, both of whom survive and
at

now

reside at St. Joseph, Mo.
Kirby Threlkeld was four years old when his parents moved to Missouri,
where he was reared and attended the public schools and later Hardin College.
Afterward he came to Fayette county, O., to learn telegraphing and subsequently was made operator and agent at Jackson Center for the D. T. & I. A.,
and continued for eight years. For about eighteen months he was with the
Baughman Lumber Company of Jackson Center as manager, and then became
assistant cashier of the old Farmers & Merchants Bank, which, after reorMr. Threlganization, became the First National Bank of Jackson Center.
keld remained with the bank for a year and a half and then purchased a onehalf interest in the mill and elevator of G. E. Allinger & Son, the mill plant
having been erected by Allinger & Woodcock. The firm of Allinger & Threlkeld succeeded and continued for three years, when Mr. Threlkeld purchased
He did an extensive
his partner's interest and assumed entire ownership.
business but a fire that attacked his plant in December, 1912, swept everything
away, his elevator at that time having about fifteen thousand dollars worth
of grain destroyed. Steps will probably soon be taken to rebuild and possibly
on a still larger scale. Mr. Threlkeld is not a man to permit business disasters
He has always been an active and public spirited citizen
to discourage him.
and enjoys public confidence and esteem. A democrat in politics, he has

always declined public

office for himself.
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Mr. Threlkeld married Miss Nevada E. Hall, a daughter of John and
Elizabeth Hall, the former of whom is deceased, but the latter lives at Jackson Center, where Mrs. Threlkeld was born. Mr. and Mrs. Threlkeld have
one son, Wayne Hall. They have a very handsome residence which is situated
on South Main street, Jackson Center. He is identified with the Odd Fellows.

GEORGE

STALEY, who

probably one of Shelby county's best
and popular as an educator, was
born in Jackson township, Shelby county, O., April 6, 1871, and is a son of
George W. and Sarah C. (Erven) Staley, both of whom reside in Jackson
township. The Staley family is an old and substantial one of this section.
George P. Staley secured his early education in Jackson township, in district No. 6, and afterward attended Lebanon University.
He then entered
the educational field and taught school for twenty-three years, in the meanwhile acquiring a teacher's life certificate. Since his marriage he has been a
resident of Montra, O. A lifelong democrat, Mr. Staley has been very
loyal to his party and has frequently been honored by the same with election to responsible offices.
He served for two years as assessor of Jackson
township, for six years was a member of the board of county school examiners, being the clerk and president of this body, and in November, 191 2,
was elected county auditor of Shelby county, for which office he is undoubtedly well qualified. For the past eight years he has also been clerk of Jackson
township and his official duties in this direction will engage him for one more

known

P.

citizens,

prominent

is

in political life

year.

and

Mr. Staley has been a factor in the literary life of his social acquaintance
is one of the oldest members* of the Shelby County Reading Circle.

HENRY

H.

EVERSMAN, who

was born

Van Buren

in

1871, resides on his birth-

township, Shelby county, O, and
is a well known, public spirited and highly respected citizen of this section.
He is a son of Herman and Elgian Eversman. The father was born in Germany but the mother is of American birth. Of their seven children, Henrv
H. is the fourth in order of birth. William, the eldest, was a resident of
Auglaize county, O., where he died. He married Louise Rehn, who survives.
John died at the age of twenty-three years. George married Magdalena Katterheinrich and they live at New Bremen, O. Fred Erick married Dora Katterheinrich and they live at New Knoxville, O. Philip married Sarah Schroelucke and they live in Auglaize county, O. Sarah, the youngest of the family,
is the wife of William Koge and they live in Auglaize county.
Henry H. Eversman was educated in the public schools and ever since.
with the exception of two years during which he lived at New Knoxville,
he has been engaged in agricultural pursuits in Van Buren township.
He
owns a well improved farm of eighty acres here and additionally has a farm
containing seventeen and one-half acres situated in Auglaize county.
Mr. Eversman married Miss Anna Settlage, a daughter of William and
Mary Settlage, the other members of their family being: August, who marplace farm, which

is

situated in
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Snethcamp, now deceased, and for his second wife, Grace Holand they live at New Bremen; Herman, who is deceased, married Anna
Knierim William, who lives in Auglaize county, married Ida Wellman
Henry, who married Mary Grether and they live in Wisconsin Sarah, who
is the wife of William Elshoff, of Shelby county; Caroline, who married John
Geiger and they live at St. Mary's; Matilda, who married John Wagoner,
of Auglaize county; Flora, who married Wesley Katterheinrich and they live
in Auglaize county; Elizabeth, who is the wife of Louis Hoge and they live
in Indiana; and Paulina, who lives with her brother, William, and family.
Mr. and Mrs. Eversman have four children Walter, Florence, Wesley
and Arnold. Mr. Eversman and family belong to the Reformed church. Politically he is identified with the progressive party and takes a very decided
interest in public affairs both local and countrywide.
ried Elizabeth

croft

;

;

:*

PHILIP SMITH, presidentof the Philip Smith Manufacturing Company,
one of the most important business enterprises of Sidney, O., giving employment to a large number of men and thereby adding to the general prosperity of
the city, is one of the solid, stable, reliable men of Sidney.
He was born at
Harrisburg, Pa., September 7, 1839, and is a son of Reinhardt and Catherine
Smith. Reinhardt Smith and wife were natives of Pennsylvania and probably were of German parentage. He was a foundryman by trade and after
his son Philip had started his foundry at Sidney, came here with another son.
Michael, and they became partners in the business.
Philip Smith was reared in Dauphin countv, Pa., through his school
period and then came to Ohio, and in a foundry at Dayton learned the
molder's trade and remained there until he was almost twenty-one
years old, when he came to Sidney, and here started out in business for
He was able
himself on a capital of $25, practically among strangers.
to purchase the ground on which an old foundry had formerly stood
but had been destroyed by fire, and in 1859 he put up his first shop and
from that time until the present has been in the manufacturing business
and is the oldest manufacturer in the city. Industrious, persevering and
possessed of mechanical skill, Mr. Smith gradually broadened his business field until his plant had been developed into one of such importance that it became advisable to form a company, and thus the Philip
Smith Manufacturing Company came into existence and its capitalization is $130,000, Mr. Smith owning the majority of the stock, his partners being L. M. Studevant and B. D. Heck. The business carried on
is the manufacture of elevator machinery and employment is afforded
to one hundred workmen. Mr. Smith retained the active managea
until 1907, when he retired but with no loss of interest.
has built up a business like that of Mr. Smith, no formal retireinterest
from some of its responsibilities can cause him to lose his

from eighty

ment

man
ment

When

At various times Mr. Smith invested in
its continued prosperity.
farm land and in town property and both are now exceedingly valuable
and his investments aggregate 270 acres. For some years after starting
in

PHILIP SMITH

AND REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS

671

into the manufacturing business Mr. Smith operated a spoke plant together with his foundry, and also a hollow ware factory, but sold the
latter to the Wagner Manufacturing Company and discontinued the
former. Mr. Smith has always been too busy a man to take a very active
part in politics, but at times has consented to serve on the city council,
where his business judgment has been highly valued. He is one of the
oldest members of the Odd Fellows in this section.

WILLIAM
RHOADES, a man of character and standing
Loramie township, Shelby county, O., who for seven years has been president of the Beech Grove special school district and still earlier a member of
the board, was born December 13, 1864, in Newberry township, Miami county,
O., and since the age of twenty-one years has resided on his present valuable
farm of 210 acres, lying in section 25, Loramie township.
John Rhoades, father of W. F. Rhoades, was born in Pennsylvania and at
the age of twenty-one years came to Miami county, O., and settled on 160
acres in Newberry township, where he cut the first tree ever taken from the
native forest in that section.
In Montgomery county he married Miss Barbara Apple, and ten children were born to them, not all of whom, however,
survived her.
One of her sons, Henry Rhoades, died while serving as a
soldier in the Civil war. The second marriage of John Rhoades was to Elizabeth Schneck, who was born in Pennsylvania but was reared in Montgomery
county, O, and she became the mother of five children, dying when aged
seventy-five years.
Of the second marriage W. F. Rhoades was the second
born.
W. F. Rhoades, with his wife, moved on the farm of eighty acres they
purchased in the spring of 1886 and in the year 1889 purchased fifty acres
adjoining the home place. He cleared eighty acres of his farm and tiled all
of it. In the year 1897 they built the large bank barn and erected the wind
pump with supply tanks and hydrants. In the year of 1904 they built the
large buff pressed-brick house, with all modern improvements, which is their
present home. In 1909 they purchased the Apple homestead of eighty acres,
this farm being well improved with a large brick house and bank barn.
Mr. Rhoades was married in Miami county, O., to Miss Lucinda B. Loxley, who was born in that county, a daughter of Benjamin and Phebe Ann
(Kaylor) Loxley. The mother of Mrs. Rhoades is deceased. Mr. and Mrs.
Rhoades have two children Grover Franklin and Orville Leslie, and they
also reared a niece, Myrtle Loxley, now the wife of Morris Cothran.
Mr.
Rhoades and family are members of the Lutheran church at Bloomer, in
which he is a deacon and is assistant superintendent of the Sunday school.
lifelong democrat, Mr. Rhoades has been a loyal party worker but has
accepted few offices except those concerned with the public schools, in which
he has been deeply interested. He belongs to the Bloomer Horse Thief Association, of which he was president, is a member of the Knights of Pythias,
Mr. Rhoades is president
attending the last named lodge at Versailles, O.
and for the past eight years has been manager of the Bloomer Home Tele-

FRANKLIN

in

:

A
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phone Company, and

men

in

is one of the charter members of this enterprise.
Shelby county are better known in the quiet walks of life.

CHRISTOPHER

Few-

SHEARER, who is one of Franklin township's most
highly respected citizens, a retired farmer, was born in Montgomery county,
O., six miles from Dayton, in Wayne township, May 4, 1826, and is a son
of Moses and Mary (Martin) Shearer, a grandson of Valentine Shearer.
Moses Shearer was born in Bedford county, Pa., and probably was of
German descent. He followed farming as an occupation through life, first
in his native state and later in Montgomery county, O.
He was a man of
good standing in his neighborhood and was a member and supporter of the
Reformed church. In politics he was a whig. He married Mary Martin,
who was born in Maryland, and the following children were born to them,
many of whom became well known in Shelby county Elizabeth Catherine,
who married F. E. Munger; Marian, who married Asa Grimes; Christopher;
Susannah, who married Samuel Wright; Julia Ann; George W. Sarah Jane,
who married William Eckert Henry E. William H. and David Edward.
When Christopher Shearer was a boy the matter of securing an education was much more difficult than at present but, in spite of disadvantages, the
essentials were taught and the foundation thus laid was built upon as later
opportunity offered. After his school days were over, Mr. Shearer gave his
father assistance until he was twenty-three years old, when he married and
for five subsequent years worked for his father on the home farm on shares.
He then purchased 1 14 acres in Montgomery county and lived on that property for two years and then sold, and in 1856 came to Shelby county and
took possession of a farm he had bought in Jackson township. On that farm
he remained for eight years and then sold and purchased the farm in Franklin township on which, with the exception of four years spent in Montgomery county, he has lived ever since, selling the same to his son Edward in 19 10.
On December 19, 1849, Mr. Shearer was married to Miss Harriet Wright,
who was born in Miami county, a daughter of Asahel and Martha (Sweney)
Wright. The parents of Mrs. Shearer were natives of Vermont and they
had children as follows Edmund, Samuel, Sarah, John Quincy, Warren,
Harriet and William. To Mr. and Mrs. Shearer a large family was born,
the record being as follows: Albert L., John H., Martha Alice, Mary Florence,
Samuel Edward, Clara Bell, Charles M. and Minnie Louella, twins, William
Everett, Effie Grace. Warren Wright and Frances Harriet. Albert L. married
Julia Folkerth and they have one daughter, Edith.
John H. married Alvena
Charles M. married
Miller and they have two children, Ethel and Howard.
His second marfirst Grace Russell and she left one child, Dorothy Grace.
riage was to Frances E. Burritt. Minnie Louella married Dr. E. McCormick
and they have two children. Lowell and Eugene. William Everett married
Eva Young and two children were born to them, Mildred and Frederick W.,
Warren Wright married Helen Hackman,
the former of whom is deceased.
who is deceased. Frances Harriet married E. W. Richards.
Mr. Shearer was reared in the Reformed faith and all through his long
:

;

;

:

;
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has retained his membership in this religious body and in younger years
served as a church official. He remembers well the organization of the republican party and has supported its policies and candidates for many years.
life

FOREST

D. CHRISTIAN', who conducts what is generally acknowledged
equipped drug store in western Ohio, located at Sidney, has
been a resident of this city since the summer of 1897, with the exception of
a few months, during which period he managed a drug store at Nicholasville,
Ky. Mr. Christian was born September 3, 1873, at Versailles, O., and is a son
of Samuel and Lydia E. Christian, his father being a farmer and stock dealer
in Darke county.
Forest D. Christian attended the public schools at Versailles and after
graduating there entered upon an apprenticeship to the drug business under
Steinle, an old and experienced drug man, and during 1895 anc ' ^96
G.
J.
was a student in the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy, and after completing
his professional course returned to Versailles and from there on July 5. 1897,
came to Sidney. He accepted a position with H. W. Thompson, druggist,
and remained with him until September, 1899, in September of that year going
to Nicholasville, Ky., where he managed a store, as alluded to above, returning to Sidney on April 6, 1900, when he took over the management of Mr.
Thompson's store. In 1904 he purchased a one-half interest in the store, and
on July 30, 1908, after Mr. Thompson's death, bought the latter's interest and
has been sole proprietor since that time. In addition to carrying the most
complete line of drugs and drug sundries in northwestern Ohio, Mr. Christian handles a complete line of patent medicines of known merit, together
with a complete line of physicians' supplies, doing a very extensive business
He also caters to public
in this department in this and adjoining counties.
convenience by devoting space to books, stationery, periodicals, perfumes,
camera supplies and other sundries, his stock covering all that is usually found
in a modern drug and book store and is one that has been carefully selected
with a view to pleasing a very discriminating public.
Mr. Christian was married to Miss Florence E. Hardman, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Sol Hardman of Versailles, O., on May 12, 1897, sne at tnat
time being a popular teacher in the Versailles schools. Mrs. Christian is an
accomplished musician and since coming to Sidney has been one of the active
members of the city's leading musical organizations. She is prominent in
Mary Bess, the daughter and only child, is spendsocial and church affairs.
ing her first year in the city high school, a pleasant little lady taking particular
interest in her music and getting along nicely in her regular school work.
Mr.
and Mrs. Christian and daughter are members of the Methodist Episcopal
church. Fraternally he is identified with the Masons and Knights of Pythias,
l>eing past chancellor in the latter organization, and is a member of the local
branch of the United Commercial Travelers. He has shown his public spirit
in many ways since becoming a permanent resident of Sidney and is an active
member and a former director of the Sidney Commercial Club.
to be the best
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CHARLES PEPPER,

a general farmer operating seventy-two acres of
land situated in Perry township, Shelby county, O., which he rents from
A.
of
East
Sidney,
is one of the prosperous agriculturists of this
Johnston,
W.
section.
He was born in Perry township, November 19, 1881, and is a son
of John H. and Margaret A. (Roe) Pepper. The father was born in Champaign county, O., and came to Shelby county at the age of eighteen years and
has spent his subsequent life here. In politics he is a democrat. He married
Margaret A. Roe, who was born in Miami county, O., and three sons were
born to them Frank, Charles and William. They are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
Charles Pepper has had experience as a farmer ever since his school days
ended. Until he was twenty-one years of age he assisted on the home farm
and for four years afterward worked for his father on shares, following
which, in 1907, he rented his present farm from Mr. Johnston and has successfully and profitably conducted it for five years.
He is one of the stockholders in the Farmers Telephone Company.
:

On

1, 1905, Mr. Pepper was married to Miss Martha Heath,
in Logan county, O., a daughter of David and Sarah (Kress)
Mrs. Pepper has brothers and sisters as follows:
Reatha, Viola,
Orvie, Alva, Rachel, Jaazaniah, Ollie, Earl and Minerva. Mr. and Mrs. Pepper are the justly proud parents of twin children, Cable and Mabel, who were
born August 26, 1907. Politically Mr. Pepper is a stanch democrat and is
now serving in his second term as township trustee. Mrs. Pepper belongs
to the Methodist Episcopal church.

October

who was born
Heath.

EMORY

BAKER,

whose successful operating of the home farm, conwhich is situated in Perry township, Shelby county, O.,
young agriculturists of this section, was born
He is a son of Lewis \V. and Julia
in Perry township, October 24, 1880.
(Booze) Baker.
Lewis \V. Baker is a son of William Baker, one of the early settlers in
Shelby county. From early manhood until 1893 ne engaged in general farming, but in that year he went into the elevator business at Maplewood, Shelby
county, O., with M. D. Burke of Pemberton, O., under the firm name of Burke
& Baker. In 1904 he bought out Mr. Burke and continued in business by himself until 1909, when he sold to Simmons, Faulkner & Cook.
In 191 1, he and
Mr. A. F. Rust bought two elevators at Haviland, Paulding county, O., and
He
are operating them under the name of the Haviland Grain Company.
married Julia Booze, a daughter of Hezekiah Booze, and they have two children Emory E. and Edna, who is the wife of John J. Drewery, of Jackson
township, and they have one daughter, Beulah.
Emory E. Baker obtained his education in the public schools and afterward
was employed for five years by the firm of Burke & Baker, elevator operators.
Mr. Baker then took charge of his father's large farm and has managed its
sisting of

places

E.

235

acres,

him among

the competent

:

various industries in a very satisfactory manner ever since. He has progressive ideas and follows the most modern methods with the assistance of
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use.

Mr. Baker was married November 15, 1900, to Miss Lavina J. Young,
who was born in Shelby county and is a daughter of Adam P. and Mary J.
(Allen) Young, Mr. Young being a substantial farmer in this county. Mrs.
Baker is the third in a family of five children: Elza, Earl, Lavina J., Minnie
and Grover, Minnie being the wife of William Cox.
Mr. and Mrs. Baker have four children: Wilda L., Harold L., Carl E.
and Ralph E. The family attends the Disciples church. In politics Mr. Baker
is a democrat but has always been too busy attending to his own affairs to
feel at liberty to accept public office, although well qualified for the same.
He
takes an interest in several fraternal organizations and belongs to the Knights
and
of Pythias at Maplewood
to the D. O. K. K., at Sidney.

JOSEPH ERANKENBERG, who owns one of the fine farms of Dinsmore township, Shelby county, a beautiful, fertile tract of 200 acres, situated
two miles east of Botkins, O., was born in this township in 1858, and is a son
of

Harmon and Louisa (Alkermire) Frankenberg. Harmon Frankenberg.
who died in 1862, was a highly respected man and by trade was

the father,
a carpenter

and cabinetmaker. He left six children: Julius, John, Elizabeth,
Mary and Theresa. Some time after the death of her first husband
Mrs. Frankenberg married Barney Wempe and four children were born to
that marriage: Josephine, Catherine, John and Barney, John being deceased.
Joseph Frankenberg was educated in the district schools and then worked

Joseph,

his step-father's farm and was sixteen years old when the latter died.
He
then took charge of the farm for his mother and operated it until he was
twenty-two years of age, at which time he married. He had inherited forty
acres from his father's estate and then settled on that tract and erected a
residence and shortly afterward bought forty acres more. Three years later
he bought still another forty acres and his next purchase was a tract of eighty
'acres.
He made all the improvements on his land and devotes it to general

on

farming and stock raising.
Mr. Frankenberg married Miss Frances Greve, who is a daughter of HarLouisa Greve and the following children have been born to them
Clara, John, Louis, Joseph, Frances, Aloysius, Catherine and Clemens, all of
whom live at home with the exception of Frances and Clara, the former of
whom is the wife of Paul Smith and they live in Shelby county. The latter
married Frank Switzer and they live in Auglaize county and have three children Richard, Alfred and Hilda. Mr. Frankenberg and family belong to
Politically he is a democrat.
the Catholic church.
He is one of the reliable,
substantial men of the township and one of its best and most progressive

mon and

:

farmers.

MURPHEY,

WILLIAM G.
a well known resident of Shelby county. O..
who, for fourteen years has operated the Daniel Curtner farm in Franklin
township, was born on this farm November 13, 1865, and is a son of Henrv
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and Nancy (Cole) Murphey.
farmer now living

Henry Murphey is a highly respected retired
He was twice married, first to Nancy
Rhoda Busic. To his first marriage

Port Jefferson, O.
1875, and second to

at

Cole, who died in
three children were born, namely: Clara, who is the wife of John Lochard;
Minnie, who is the wife of Rev. Harrison Thompson, of the Christian church;
and William G. To the second union one son was born, Charles.
William G. Murphey obtained his education in the schools of Franklin
township and afterward followed farming with his father and grandfather
He owns an excellent farm of eighty ?cres, situated in
until his marriage.
Salem township, but it lias suited his convenience to remain on the Curtner
farm, where he carries on a general farming line, raising only enough stock,

however, for home use.
In January, 1881. Mr. Murphey was married to Miss Minnie Staley, who
is a daughter of George W. Staley and wife of Jackson township, Shelby
county, who had the following children, all well known people of this section
Edward: Mrs. Murphey. Milton; Alice, who is the wife of Rowe Buracre;
George; Mark; Isophene. who is the wife of L. G. Shanley, of Pemberton, O.
Bessie, who is the wife of Albert Linker; and Mary, who is the wife of
Clarence Rinehart. Mr. and Mrs. Murphey have two children Clay, who is
:

a student of osteopathy, in college, at Kirksville. Mo. and Bessie, who resides
In his politiat home. The family belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church.
;

cal affiliation

Mr. Murphey has always been a republican.

GEORGE KIES, who successfully carries on general farming and stock
Dinsmore township. Shelby county, O., owns an excellent farm of
160 acres, situated two and one-half miles southeast of Botkins, was born in
this township and is a son of Michael and Frederica (Seamans) Kies.
The parents of Mr. Kies were born in Germany and in their native land
and afterward, in the United States, were highly respected people. They were
the parents of the following children: Adam, Henry. Mary, Anna, John,
Adam married Ann Shuler, and they live
Sophia, George and Catherine.
Henry married Louisa Groves and they live three miles from
at Botkins, O.
Botkins. Mary married Jacob Elsass of Auglaize county, O. Anna married
David Rheinhart and they live also in Auglaize county. John, who died at
Sophia is deceased.
the age of fifty-seven years, married Caroline Groves.
Catherine is the widow of Louis Zeble and lives at Wapakoneta, O.
George Kies attended the public schools in Dinsmore township and ever
He owns a
since, with the exception of twelve years, has followed farming.
beautiful property which is kept in the best of condition, his buildings being
attractive and substantial and all his industries are carried on according to
In visiting a model farm like Mr. Kies' it is easy to see
the latest methods.
why an Ohio agriculturist may be classed with the most independent and
Productive fields, bountiful orchards, healthy cattle and
contented of men.
stock, abundance in every direction, with order and comfort reigning in the
raising in

home, this presents a pleasant picture.
Mr. Kies was married first to Miss Caroline Wilt, and thev had two

chil-
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Emma

Elizabeth and Martha M.
dren,
The latter died in infancy. Emma
Elizabeth married George Elsass and they live in Auglaize county and have
three children: Edna, Amelia and Leona.
Mr. Kies' second marriage was
Mrs.
to Miss Maggie Meyers, a daughter of Casper and Margaret Meyers.
Kies had two brothers, Henry and John, the former of whom is deceased and
Mr. Kies and wife belong to the Lutheran
the latter lives at Portland, Ind.

church, in which he has been a trustee for a number of years and of which
he is a liberal supporter.

MICHAEL

A. ROTH, whose valuable and well stocked farm of no
situated one-half mile northeast of Botkins, O., in Dinsmore townone of the representative men of this section, in which he has served
for seven and one-half years as a justice of the peace. He was born at BotLeabling) Roth.
kins, O., May 26, 1872, and is a son of Antony and Elizabeth
Antony Roth was born at Palestine, O., and died October 24, 191 1, at
His father was born in Germany and came to
the age of seventy-five years.
the United States at the age of fourteen years, and his mother about the
same time. She was born on the River Rhine, Germany, and her maiden name
was Salinger. Anthony Roth married Elizabeth Leabling, who was born at
Dayton, O., and still survives, being in her seventy-sixth year and a resident
of Botkins.
Her father was born in Hesse and her mother in Wittenberg,
Germany. The following children were born to Antony and Elizabeth Roth
Josephine, George, Jacob, Henry, Frank, Joseph, Elizabeth. Michael A..
Anna and Alphonse. Josephine, who lives at Botkins, is the widow of William B. Stelzer; George died at the age of nineteen years; Jacob married Kate
Geotz and they live at St. Mary's. O. Henry died in infancy: Frank married
Lena King and they live at Wapakoneta, O. Joseph married Bertha Baldus
and they live at Genessee, Idaho; Elizabeth married Peter Schaaf and they
live at Dayton; Anna married William Hemmert and they live at Botkins;
and Alphonse married Matilda Schullen and they live at Ottoville, O.
Michael A. Roth obtained his education in the public and parochial schools
at Botkins and later took a course at Rensselaer College, Ind.
He then went
into the sawmill and contracting business, in which he continues to be interested, and, additionally, carries on his farming operations with a large amount
of success. He is justly proud of his pure-bred cattle and hogs, believing that
acres
ship,

is

is

(

:

:

;

there

is

more

profit in fine stock

than

in the

ordinary or inferior breeds.

He

one of the active citizens of his neighborhood, always ready to do his part
public movements and through natural gifts and education is capable of
doing so. He was first elected to the office of justice of the peace when but
twenty-four years old and has proved a valuable and efficient official.
Mr. Roth married Miss Clara Baker, a daughter of Andrew and Mary
(Hasser) Baker. The father of Mrs. Roth was born in France and her
mother at Fremont, O. The grandfather served under Napoleon in the Russian campaign, after which he came to Ohio and died here in his eighty-sixth
Seven
year. The grandmother died at Fremont, O., in her ninety-ninth year.
Marie, Rosella. Claretta.
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Roth
is

in all

:
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William. Eugene, Joseph and Gregory, the last named dying at the age of five
years.
Mr. Roth and family are members of the Catholic church at
Botkins, O.

WILLIAM

FINKENBINE, one of the representative citizens and substantial and practical business men of Franklin township, was born in Shelby
county, O., February 18, 1859, and is a son of John and Barbara (Schiff)
Finkenbine, who now live retired in Franklin township. They are well known
and highly esteemed people and are among the leading members of the German Lutheran church.
William Finkenbine was the eldest born of his parents' family of ten
children and he remained with his father on the extensive home farm until
he was thirty years of age, in the meanwhile attending the district schools in
the neighborhood.
After his twenty-first birthday he worked for his father
for $100 a year and as he never drew one cent of his wages until he married,
had a snug capital with which to start out for himself. For nine years after
marriage he rented farm land from his father but later purchased his present
farm of eighty acres, on which he has profitably engaged in farming and stock
raising ever since.
Mr. Finkenbine was married first on November 1, 1888, to Miss Ida M.
Ludlum, who died March 31, 1894. She was a daughter of Eliakim and
Sarah
Persinger) Ludlum.
Three children were born to the above marriage: Bonnie, who is deceased; Margie, who is the wife of Wilbur Schiff;
and Wilbur, who is deceased. On March 4, 1897, Mr. Finkenbine was married (second) to Miss Emma C. Losch, a daughter of George and Sarah (Harmon) Losch, the former of whom died on his farm in this county and his
burial was in the Pearl cemetery. The mother of Mrs. Finkenbine still resides
in Franklin township, her children being: Jacob, George, Emma C, Lydia,
Callie, John and Clara.
Mr. and Mrs. Finkenbine have two children Freda
Clara and Mary May. The family belongs to the German Lutheran church,
(

:

which has been the family church for several generations.
is a strong democrat in his political views.

Mr. Finkenbine,

like his father,

JOHN

M. SCHIFF, JR., one of the representative citizens of Franklin
township, Shelby county, O., who is N serving in his seventh term as township
on his valuable farm of 112 acres, where he engages in general farming.
This is his birthplace, born January 19, 1866, and is a son of
assessor, resides

John M. and Leanda (Moothart) Schiff.
John M. Schiff, the father, was born in Germany. For many years he
was a fanner in Franklin township, where his death occurred in advanced
years. He was a worthy member of the Lutheran church and his burial was
in Pearl cemetery.
He married Leanda Moothart, who was born in Pennsylvania and now lives at Anna, O., a much esteemed lady and a member of the
Lutheran church there. They had the following children William, who is
deceased; Lydia, who is the widow of John Fogt; Henry L. Lena, who is
:

;
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was the wife of George Gueths; Callie L., who is the wife of William Hagelberger; and John M.
John M. Schiff, his father's namesake, grew up on the home farm and
assisted his father during the latter's lifetime and since then has devoted himself exclusively to his farm industries, always having been an industrious
man and is one who is credited with excellent judgment in business and other
affairs.
In 1886 Mr. Schiff was married to Miss Louisa Knasel, who, at death,
left the following children: Melvin C., who married Bessie Ike; and Ladonna
May, who is the wife of William Harmon and they have two children: Kenneth Eugene and Marion Lester. Mr. Schiff's second marriage took place in
1898, to Miss Caroline B. Zorn, who was born in Shelby county, a daughter
of Jacob and Margaret (Merklin) Zorn. The father of Mrs. Schiff was born
in Shelby county and died on his farm in this county.
The mother was born
in Germany and now lives in Jackson township, Shelby county.
To Mr. and
Mrs. Zorn the following children were born: Lena, who is the wife Of Jacob
Helmlinger; Catherine, who is the wife of Philip Helmlinger; Jacob Henry;
Elizabeth, who is the wife of Alfred Waltz; Mary, who is deceased, was the
wife of Jacob Waltz; and Caroline B., who is the wife of Mr. Schiff.
The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Schiff are Mamie Louella, Iva Marie.
Elmer Harold and Erma Grace. The family belongs to St. Jacob's Lutheran
church. Always a stanch democrat, Mr. Schiff has frequently been useful in
the councils of his party and when he has been elected to office has proven
honest and thoroughly efficient. He is known all over the county and stands
deceased,

:

high with his fellow

JOHN

F.

citizens.

CAMPBELL, who

is

a

member

of

one of the old and rep-

Shelby county, O., is one of the substantial citizens of Turtle Creek township, where he owns 370 acres of very valuaHe was born in this township, December 26, 1836, and is a
ble land.
son of John and Elizabeth (Brown) Campbell.
John Campbell and wife were born in Shelby county and were very
early settlers in Turtle Creek township, where he followed farming"
His widow subsequently married Edward Beck,
until his death in 1841.
who was also a farmer and well known resident of this township. To
her first marriage the following children were born Joseph, Robert and
Jackson; Elizabeth, who was accidentally drowned when eight years
Margaret, who married Wilold: Susan, who married Klnley Sissell
and Mary, who married Martin Burress.
To
liam Millinger; John F.
her second marriage four children were born: Martha, who married James
Russell; Raper: Laura, who married William A. Russell; and Frisby, who
was accidentally killed by falling from a wagon.
During boyhood John F. Campbell attended the district schools and
afterward worked for his step-father on the home farm until lie was
sixteen years of age and then worked two years longer for his board.
He was eighteen years old when he started out for himself and remained
with his first employer for three years, receiving wages of eleven dolresentative

families

of

:

;

;
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lars a month, and as soon as he had enough money hastened to invest in
Mr. Campbell has always
land, his first purchase being eighty acres.
believed that good land is a wise and sensible investment and lias followed out that policy and now owns 370 acres of producing property.
is no longer actively engaged but for many years was a hard working and has always been provident, and while he has been able to accumulate a large property, lias done so through his own unassisted efforts. He
is also a stockholder in the churn factory at Sidney.
In 1865 Mr. Campbell was married to Miss Melinda Strouse. who

He

in Montgomery county. O., a daughter of Adam and Barbara
(Dare) Struose, the former of whom was a tailor in early life but later
became a farmer. Both he and wife are deceased. They had the following children: Mary, wife of Lewis Holm Sarah, wife of Shedrach
Burton; Rebecca, wife of Jacob Zimmers; and Melinda, wife of Mr. Campbell.
Mr. and Mrs. Campbell have two children and three grandchildren Littie
Dell, who is the wife of William Widney and they have one son, John; and
Sheridan S., who married Mary Marshall and they have two daughters, Sadie
Mr. Campbell and family belong to the Presbyterian
E. and Emma Marie.
church. He is a democrat in his political views and has served two terms a*
township trustee. In business, social and church relations Mr. Campbell has
always been held in esteem.

was born

;

:

JOHN H. MOWRY, a general farmer and stock dealer, well known in
Franklin township, resides on his finely cultivated farm of eighty-five acres,
and was born at Sidney, O.. September 17, 1853. His parents were Daniel
and Elizabeth (Davis) Mowry, and both are now deceased. They were people
of sterling character and upright life, leading members of the Methodist Episcopal church and were widely known.
Their children were: Lyda, wife of
Louis Johnston; Anna, wife of William Counts; Clara, wife of Bert Patton:
Alice, wife of George Pfaadt
Eva, wife of Charles Quinn and Edward.
Thomas C. and John H.
John H. Mowry obtained his education in the country schools near his
present farm, on which he has spent all his concious life, remaining with his
parents until they passed away and then purchasing the interests of the other
;

;

He devotes his attention to general agriculture
does some stock dealing. He is regarded as one
of the able and practical farmers of his section.
heirs in the old homestead.

and

also, as did his father,

Mr. Mowry was married to Mrs. Sallie (Maderis) Clark, widow of John
Clark and daughter of John Maderis, whose wife was a Miss Woods.
He
formerly was a well known stock buyer in Shelby county.
Mr. and Mrs.
Mowry are members of the Plum Creek Methodist Episcopal church. They
have a wide circle of friends to whom their hospitable home is ever open.
Mr. Mowry casts his vote with the republican party and as a citizen is intelligently active but

is

no seeker for

office for himself.
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LEWIS H. FINKENBINE, general farmer and well known citizen of
Franklin township, whose well improved sixty-acre farm is situatel in a
from Sidney, was born in Franklin township. Shelby
county, O.. November 22. 1877, and is a son of John and Barbara (Schiff)
The father of Mr. Finkenbine was born in the city of PhilaFinkenbine.
delphia, in 1 83 1, and was one year old when his parents, who were natives
The mother
of Baden, Germany, brought the family to Shelby county, O.
was six years old when her parents, also of Baden, Germany, crossed the
Atlantic ocean to the United States and made their permanent settlement in
Shelby county. Of their family the mother was the youngest born. Mr. and
Mrs. Finkenbine are among the best known and most highly respected residents of Franklin township and are leading members of the German Lutheran church.
Lewis H. Finkenbine was the ninth born in his parents' family of ten
children and he remained with his father, whose agricultural interests are yet
very large, until he was twenty-three years old, in the meanwhile securing a
good public school education. After his marriage he moved to his present
farm, which his wife had inherited from her father, and here, with much
success, carries on general farming and moderate stock raising, taking advantage of modern inventions to save labor and increase production.
Mr. Finkenbine was married in December, 1900, to Miss Delia M. Wells,
who was born in Clinton township, Shelby county, a daughter of Sylvester S.
and Sarah J. (Estey) Wells, who were both early settlers and prominent
people in the county. Mrs. Finkenbine is the youngest of their children, the
others being: Lilley, who is the wife of William Schlayman; Dacie, who is
the wife of Charles B. Miller; and William A. and Arthur.
Mr. and Mrs. Finkenbine have three children. Marie, Emory and Goldie.
The family belongs to the Lutheran church. Politically Mr. Finkenbine is a
democrat, although in local matters he exercises his own excellent judgment
in supporting candidates, seldom accepting any office for himself, although
he has served four years as township trustee and also as school director.
desirable section, not far

CHARLES

A.

JOHNSTON, who may

well be

numbered with

the sub-

and representative men of Perry township, Shelby county, O., resides
farm of 120 acres and is interested in local enterprises, holding considerable stock in the Farmers Telephone Company.
He was born
in Perry township, July 18, 1862, and is a son of Fielding and Rebecca
(Stephenson) Johnston.
Fielding Johnston was born also in Shelby county, while his wife was a
native of Champaign county.
She survives and resides with her son Charles
A., but Mr. Johnston passed away some years ago, his burial being in Cedar
Point cemetery, in Perry township.
Three children were born to them,
namely: Alice, who is now deceased, was the wife of Lewis M. DeWeese; and
William A. and Charles A., twins.
Charles A. Johnston attended the public schools of his native township ami
then gave his father assistance on the home farm, afterward rented it and
stantial

on

his valuable
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after the death of his father, bought the homestead and has continued here.
He carries on general farming and is one of the extensive hog raisers and
dealers of this section.
His preference is for the Poland China breed and

from ioo to 140 head a year and feeds many more. Mr. Johnston has
handsome residence and substantial barns and sheds and an air of pleasant
thrift prevails.
No large farm or extensive stock business can be carried on
advantageously without hard work and sensible direction and Mr. Johnson
raises

a

appears to have completely understood the situation.
In 1896 Mr. Johnston was married to Miss Alta Keesecker, who died in the
following year survived by an infant son, Ray O.
On June 1, 1904, Mr.
Johnston was married (second) to Miss Edith Licklider, who was born in
Champaign county, O., a daughter of William and Jane Licklider, farming
people.
Mr. and Mrs. Johnston attend the United Brethren church. He is
identified with the democratic party and is a very active citizen in local matters and interested in all that concerns the welfare of Perry township.
For
seven and one-half years he served with the greatest efficiency as township
trustee and has been a member of the school board for four years.

JOHN THOMAS STALEY.

who resides on his home farm of 140 acres,
Salem township, Shelby county. O., owns two other farms in
township, all three aggregating 300 acres. Mr. Staley now lives retired,

situated in
this

having

all

his land satisfactorily rented.

He

is

one of the township's best

known and most highly respected men, born here March 26. 1844, a son of
Nicholas and Mary (Baker) Staley.
The Staleys were early settlers in Ohio and Nicholas Staley was born
near Dayton, in Montgomery county.
After marriage with Mary Baker,
who was born in Salem township, Shelby county, he engaged for the remainder of his life in agricultural pursuits in this section. They were estimable
people and devout members of the Christian church. They died on their farm
near Port Jefferson and their burial was in the cemetery at that place. Their
children were as follows: Margaret, who is the wife of John Bruner; Henry;
Sarah Jane, who is the wife of Port Blue; Susan, who is the wife of John
Ward; Nicholas and John Thomas.
John Thomas Staley attended school irregularly in youth, a building for
school purposes having been built on his father's farm, but in his boyhood no
opportunities were afforded as at the present day.
He remained at home
assisting and working for his father until he was thirty years of age. at which
time he purchased, in partnership with his brother, Henry D. Staley, 160 acres
in Green township, which they cultivated together for five years.
Henry
Staley then bought his brother's interest and the latter returned to Salem
township, where he first purchased 130 acres, to which he has added until lie
now owns the large acreage above mentioned. General farming and stock
raising were carried on by Mr. Staley while actively engaged and the same
industries are continued on the land by his tenants.
In 1875 Mr. Staley was married to Miss Jennie Cargill, a daughter of
John and Margaret (Strahlem) Cargill. The father of Mrs. Staley was a
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farmer in early manhood but during the larger part of his life carried on a tanning business. Both he and wife are deceased, the following children surviving them Jennie, who is the wife of Mr. Staley Mary, who is the wife of
John Hughes; Emma, who is the wife of Martin Wones; Bell, who is the
wife of Guy Steenrod; and Ellen, who is the wife of D. R. Gibbs.
Mr. and Mrs. Staley have had four children Ida May, who is deceased
Cora Olive, who is the widow of Dr. Dickerson; Dottie, who is the wife of
Dr. Claude Harmon; and Goldie. who is the wife of Dr. Lucas. The family
are active members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
In politics a democrat, Mr. Staley has been interested at all times in the success of his party but
has seldom accepted any public office for himself, although one time serving
as a township trustee.
;

:

:

JOHN

C. STANGEL. who is very efficiently serving Shelby county in a
public capacity, being a member of the board of county commissioners, first

body in the fall of 1910, was born on a farm in
February 9, 1864, a son of Christian and Rachel (Kali)

elected to this representative

Pickaway county,

O.,

Stangel.

The parents of Mr. Stangel moved to a farm in Jackson township, Shelby
county, in 1866, and he comes that near to being a native of the county in
which he has lived ever since. The father died in Jackson township and the
son was eight years old when his mother lemoved with him to Sidney, where
he attended school for six years. He then started out to be self supporting
and worked at first on a farm in Franklin township, but after his marriage
entered the Sidney Wheel Works at Sidney, where he continued until 1892,
when he moved on a farm of 120 acres, situated in Franklin township, where
he successfully carries on the usual farm industries.
In 1888 Mr. Stangel was married at Anna Station. O.. to Miss Anna
Brideweser, a daughter of Philip Brideweser, at that time a substantial farmer
of that section, and the following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Stangel Lawrence, Wallace, Perry, Maud, Luella, Carrie, Glenna, and Roy
Wilson, the last named born October 25, 191 2.
Mr. Stangel has always been an interested citizen of his neighborhood but
has never been unduly anxious to hold office, in fact never accepted but one
political position prior to his first election as a county commissioner, that being
assessor of Franklin township, in which office he had served for two years
when he resigned in order to accept his present one. Mr. Stangel was honored
by re-election to the office of county commissioner, in 1912, and hence will
continue his public service through a second term.
:

WILDERMUTH.

cashier of the First National Bank of Jackone of the representative men of Shelby county and a useful
Jackson Center. He was born on a farm in Jackson township. Shelby county, three and one-half miles northwest of Jackson
Center, June 11, 1875, and' is a son of George and Magdalena (Harmon)
Wildermuth.
F.

M.

son Center, O.,

and

is

influential citizen of
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George Wildermuth was born in Germany but was married after coming
to Shelby county, O.
During his long life he has followed agricultural pursuits and he and wife still reside on their farm, which is situated three and
one-half miles northwest of Jackson Center. They have been the parents of
twelve children, nine of whom survive.
F. M. Wildermuth attended the public schools in Jackson township, later
the Jackson Center schools and afterward the normal school at Angola. Ind..
following which he taught school in his native township for nine years.
Mr.

Wildermuth

first became associated with the First National Bank in the capacof assistant cashier, then becoming cashier, in which office he has served
continuously since 1909. He has additional business interests, being a member of the J. M. Pence Grain Company, of Ansonia, O., and the junior member of the Runyan & Wildermuth Hardware Company of Jackson Center.
In
politics Mr. Wildermuth has been a lifelong democrat and for a protracted
period served efficiently in responsible offices in Jackson township, for two
years being assessor and for three successive terms, township treasurer.
He
has served Jackson Center also as city clerk and during two terms was a member of the city council.
Mr. Wildermuth married Miss Christiana Sherer. who is a daughter of
John and Louisa (Allenbarch) Sherer, and they have three children: Ruby
Marie, Willis Arlington and Forest Elmer, all of whom were born in the
family residence on North Main street, Jackson Center. Mr. and Mrs. Wildermuth are members of the Lutheran church.

ity

GEORGE W. STALEY, who is one of the well known citizens of Shelby
county, a retired farmer, owns eighty-five and one-half acres of fine land in
Jackson township, situated one mile north of the southern township line.
He was born in Franklin township, Shelby county, August 29, 1841, and is
a son of John and Catherine Young) Staley and a grandson of Joseph Staley.
who was a native of Virginia and from there came to Montgomery county,
He was twice married and became the
O., at that time having but one child.
father of twenty-two children.
John Staley was born in Montgomery county, O., and remained there into
young manhood, when he came to Shelby county and entered eighty acres of
land in Franklin township. He married Catherine Young, who was born in
Ohio, a daughter of Philip Young, who married twice and had twenty-two
children.
To John Staley and wife the following children were born: Henry
C, Susanna, George W., Nancy Jane, Milton and Sarah Elizabeth. From
Franklin township John Staley moved into Jackson township and there his
death occurred at the age of sixty years and his burial was first in the Wesley
Chapel cemetery but later removal was made to the new cemetery at Port
Jefferson and he was reinterred by the side of his wife.
George W. Staley attended school in Jackson township and was not much
more than a boy when he enlisted for service in the Civil war, entering Company B, Twentieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served under Captain Frey
for thirteen months when he was discharged on account of disability.
He
(
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then returned to the homestead in Jackson township and has lived here ever
since and during his active agricultural life did a large amount of general
improving and all the land is under cultivation hy his tenant, Stewart Swiger.
All the substantial
with the exception of ten acres still in valuable timber.
buildings now standing on the farm were placed here by Mr. Staley and his
farm stock has always compared favorably with that of other farmers of this
He has some other interests, including stock in the Farmers Telesection.

phone Company.

On November 3. 1864, Mr. Staley married Miss Sara C. Erven, who was
born in Union township, Union county. Ind., December 21, 184T, a daughter of James and Lucretia (Campbell) Erven, and when Mrs. Staley was
Her lather died in
eight years old her parents moved to Shelby county.
Jackson township when aged seventy-one years, and her mother when aged
eighty-six years, six months and twenty-two days, and their burial was in
Salem township. Since his marriage Mr. Staley has lived on his present
farm and here his children have been born and reared as follows: Edwin L.,
who lives at Maplewood, O., married Etta x-\rbigast ami they have one son.
Hugh A. Milton E., who is a resident of Auglaize county, married first Edith
Elliott, who became the mother of two children
Huber and Ralph E., the
former deceased, and married (second) Lulu Hobby and they have one child,
Twila Minnie M., who is the wife of William G. Murphy and they live in
Franklin township and have two children
H. Clay and Bessie; George P.,
who married Anna Maria Ambos and they have two children Welland A.
and Bertram Lowell: James M., who lives in Salem township, married HatEdith, Edna and George L.
tie Stephenson, and they have three children
Alice J., who married William Buroker of Pemberton, O., and they have six
children
Thelma, Ethel, Mabel, Dorothy, William W. and Elizabeth Isophine C, who is the wife of L. G. Shanley, of Pemberton, O., and they have
four children— Grant Theodore, Jennie C, Charles Elwin and Staley; Bessie,
who is the wife of Albert Linker of Dinsmore township and they have one
son, Eugene; and Mary, who is the wife of Clarence Rhinehart, of KirksFrom the age of three years Mr. and Mrs. Staley have reared
ville, Missouri.
their grandson, Ralph, who was then left motherless.
He has been carefully
educated and has developed into a fine specimen of young manhood and is a
In the fall of 19 12 Jie started into
pride and comfort to his grandparents.
business for himself at Dayton, O. Mr. Staley and family are members of
In his views on public questions Mr. Staley is
the United Brethren church.
liberal to some degree except in the matter of temperance and his opinions
on this vital subject have made him a voter with the prohibition party. For
nine successive years he served as a member of the school board and during
seven of these was president of this body of representative men, and for five
years he served as township constable and for four years was a trustee of
the township.
;

—

:

—

—

—

—

W.

E.

;

COLEMAN,

Jackson township,

general farmer and a highly respected citizen of
acres of fine land in section 35, which

who works 120
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belongs to Mrs. Margaret Gilfillen, his mother-in-law, was born November
ii, 1861, one mile southeast of St. John's, in Auglaize county, O., and is a
son of Arnold and Sarah Ann (Miller) Coleman.
Arnold Coleman and wife are now deceased and their burial was at St.
In his young manhood he was a farmer and later he became a
John's.
soldier in Company B, Twentieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and although he
lived to return from the Civil war, it was with shattered health which caused
his death a few years later. It is customary to call those who fall on the field
of battle the nation's heroes but those who gave their strength and health
may just as truly be named as heroes and there are those who will ever

them as such.
VV. E. Coleman attended the public schools of Jackson township and farming has been his business all through life and he has been very successful.
His present home is the old Gilfillen homestead and he owns fifty-five acres
adjoining this farm. His industries include a moderate amount of stock raising and the growing of crops which experience has taught him do best in
recall

this locality.

Mr. Coleman was married to Miss Emma Gilfillen, who was born in
Salem township and is a daughter of William and Margaret Gilfillen, the
former of whom is deceased but the latter resides with Mr. and Mrs. Coleman.
Two sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Coleman Arnold, who lives on a farm
lying southwest of the home place, married Etta Hawkins and Roy, who is a
student in the Ohio State Business College at Columbus. The family belong
A republican in his political views, Mr. Coleto the United Brethren church.
man has loyally supported his party's candidates but has desired no public
recognition for himself, in fact has never accepted any office except membership on the board of education, to which he has belonged for four years and
:

;

has been faithful to the duties involved.

HENRY SHROYER,

who

is

now

living in comfortable retirement at

Maplewood, O., is an example of what may be accomplished in securing success and independence in life by the exercise of prudence and self-denial in
youth and persistent industry through the years when the vital powers are at
their best.
Mr. Shroyer is a self-made man and through his own efforts built
up from nothing a fortune that included the possession of more than 500 acres
of land in the best sections of Shelby county. He was born in August, 1835,
in

Miami county, O.
The parents of Henry Shroyer were

of the same name although not
Joseph and Mary (Shroyer) Shroyer. Joseph Shroyer was born in
Ohio while his wife was a native of Maryland. After marriage they lived in
Miami county but later came to Salem township, Shelby county, where both
passed away on their farm and their burial was in the cemetery belonging
to the Reformed church, the church site having been given by Air. Shroyer.
They had a large family of children, the record being as follows: William.
Thomas, Jacob, John, Henry, Elizabeth, Catherine, Eliza and Matilda, the
last named being the only surviving daughter and she is the wife of Samuel
related,

AND REPRESENTATIVE

CITIZENS

689

Elizabeth was the wife of Samuel Roberts, Catherine was the wife
of Frank Maxwell, and Eliza was the wife of Joseph Dodds.
Henry Shroyer had but meager schooling when he was a boy, partly
because of the lack of school facilities in the neighborhood of his father's
farm and partly because his services were needed, with those of his brothers,
to help carry on the agricultural industries that then had to be conducted,
more or less, without the help of much labor-saving machinery. He started
out for himself as soon as he became independent and for five years afterward worked in Miami county for $12 and $13 a month. He then came to
Shelby county and continued to work by the month on farms until he was
twenty-eight years of age.
For about five years after marriage he rented
farming land and by that time had accumulated enough capital to buy his first
eighty acres, situated in Salem township, and this tract he still owns. With
continued prudence he became able to add farm to farm until over 500 acres
belonged to him, all earned through his own unassisted efforts. Mr. Shroyer
proved then to be a generous father for he divided this large estate among
his children, happy in thus providing for them and giving each a good start
Giffin.

in life.

On May 18, 1865, Mr. Shroyer was married to Miss Mary Strahlem, at
the parsonage of the German Reformed church, by Rev. Jeremiah Heller.
She was born in Ohio, a daughter of Gotleib and Elizabeth (Clapper) Strahlem, the father a native of Germany and the mother of Ohio, her parents
having come here from Maryland. Mrs. Shroyer was the youngest of her
parents' children, the others being: Jacob, Henry, David, Susan, Abraham,
Susan married James Moreland. To Mr. and Mrs.
Isaac and Samuel.
Shroyer six children were born, namely: Clara, who is the wife of William
Rubert; Eliza Ellen, who is the wife of John C. Wones; Harriet, who is the
wife of George W. Rose; and Elmer, Nelson C. and Harry. Mr. Shroyer
and family belong to the Reformed church, in which he was a deacon for
many years. In politics he is a democrat and has always given an active
support to the candidates of his party.

McCORMICK, M. D., physician and surgeon, with residence and
on the corner of College and Lincoln streets, Jackson Center, O., has a
The father
practice which extends north, east, south and west of the city.
of Dr. McCormick died at Rosewood, O., at the age of eighty-eight years.
His mother, however, died in his infancy and he was reared by the late T. B.
and Elizabeth B. (Hawver) McCormick. the latter of whom survives and
resides near Dr. McCormick.
In the public schools of Jackson township the youth first had educational
privileges and afterward became a student of medicine under Dr. Edward
McBurney, at Jackson Center, subsequently entering the Ohio Medical ColE.

office

lege at Cincinnati.

After graduating

in

medicine he located

first

at

Santa

Fe, in Auglaize county, later removing to another location, and remained in
practice in Auglaize county for fifteen years, during which time he was a
member of the Auglaize County Medical Society. In 1905 he came to Jackson
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He is now a member of the Northwestern Ohio Medical Society.
Center.
Dr. McCormick is a democrat in politics and is a member of the town council.
He is surgeon for the Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad.
Dr. McCormick married Miss Minnie Sherer, a daughter of Christian
Sherer, and they have two children: Lowell, who will graduate from the Ohio
Western University at Delaware, O., in the class of 1914; and Eugene, who
is a graduate of the Jackson Center high school.
Dr. McCormick is an Odd
Fellow and has passed the chairs in Lodge No. 736 at Jackson Center.

LEWIS PHILLIP GROSS,

one of the substantial citizens of Salem
who owns 103 acres of very fine land and is one of the stockholders
Farmers Telephone Company, was born in Auglaize county, O., June
11, 1864, and is a son of Phillip C. and Catherine (Schuler) Gross.
Phillip C. Gross was born in Ohio but it is probable that his father,
Phillip Gross, was born in Germany.
The former married Catherine Schuler,
who came from Germany, and they now live in comfortable retirement at JackCenter,
where
they
members
son
are
of the Lutheran church. They had
O.,
children as follows: William, John. Lewis Phillip, Godfrey, Catherine, wife
of Jacob Wilt, and David.
Lewis Phillip Gross attended the district school in boyhood and then
helped his father on the home farm until he was twenty-one years old, when
he started out for himself. He first rented a farm in Salem township and
lived on it for one year and then spent a year in Jackson township and the
During the next six years he lived at
following year in Auglaize county.
Botkins, Shelby county, and then moved to Maplewood but in the following
year returned to Botkins and two years afterward rented land in Salem
township and then moved again to Jackson township and lived there for six
years, when, in 1905, he once more came to Salem township, purchasing his
present farm from Jennie North. He found the residence needed remodeling
and did that and other improving and now has a very desirable property and
devotes his land to general farming and moderate stock raising.
Mr. Gross was married in March, 1887, to Miss Nellie Mallahan, who
was born in Shelby county and is a daughter of Charles and Anna Elliott)
The
Mallahan, to whom but two children were born Nellie and Frank.
second wife of Mr. Mallahan was Mary Counts and they have had three
To
children: William, May. wife of William Garrett, and Louis, deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Gross three children were born, two sons and one daughter
Charles Phillip, who died at the age of eighteen years: Minnie Gertrude
and Howard Henry. The family attends the Methodist Episcopal church.
Mr. Gross is a democrat in politics but is not active beyond the bounds of
good citizenship.
township,
in the

(

:

JACOB NEWTON VAN DEMARK,

owner and proprietor of Avondale
Farm, containing 220 acres and situated in Clinton township, has other property in the county, 560 acres of valuable land lying in Washington township
also belonging to him. Mr. Van Demark is one of the capitalists of this section

JACOB NKWTOX VAN DKMARK

AND REPRESENTATIVE

CITIZENS

693

of Ohio and one of its best known men. He was born March 22, 1853,
Orange township, Shelby county, and is a son of Henry B. and Susan (Boyer)

m
'

Van Demark.
B. Van Demark was born in Shelby county in 181 5 and died in
He was a farmer and stock raiser all his active
and was numbered with the successful business men of the county. He
married Susan Boyer, who was born in Shelby county in 182 1 and died in
1894. They were members of the Presbyterian church. To them were born
the following children Arvesta, who is the widow of Capt. E. E. Nutt Daniel
W. Clymelia, who is deceased, was the wife of S. S. Mcready; Henry Lewis,
who died at the age of eleven years and Jacob Newton.
Jacob Newton Van Demark enjoyed educational advantages in the public
schools, spending three winters as a student in the Sidney high school, after
which he assumed duties on the home farm and has continued his agricultural
General farming is carried on and extensive cattle and
industries ever since.
stock raising, a good grade of hogs, sheep, cattle and horses being developed,
Mr. Van Demark owning enough land to profitably care for many flocks and
herds.
In addition to his possessions above listed, he. owns a cottage and
ten lots on Orchard Island, and is a stockholder and a director in the Citizens

Henry

Clinton township in 1899.

life

;

:

;

;

National Bank at Sidney.
In 1882 Mr. Van Demark was married to Miss Catherine Hicks, who was
born in Michigan, a daughter of Richard and Catherine Hicks, who were
farming people in that state. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Van Demark, namely: Florence V.; Henry V., who married Caroline Coon;
and Jennie M., who married George Brandywie. The family attend the PresLike his late father, Mr. Van Demark is a republican
byterian church.
although he frequently uses his own judgment in casting his vote, many
intelligent men declining to be always guided by party leaders.

MERANDA,

who is one of the representative men of Jackson townJ. E.
ship as evidenced by his election to the presidency of the township school
farmer
here, who owns forty acres of land and 120 acres
is
general
board,
a
more in association with J. K. Clayton. He was born in Jackson township,
Shelby county, three miles south of Jackson Center, July 4, 1869, and is a
son of J. S. and Sarah (Maddux) Meranda, who still reside in Jackson
township.
was reared in his native township arid attended the public
J. E. Meranda
schools and afterward taught school until April, 1900, a period of twelve
years, at the close of which he came to his present farm, which is situated
one mile west of Jackson Center on the south side of the Arnett turnpike road.
This beautiful farm bears the name of Sunset Farm, eighty acres of which
belongs to J. K. Clayton, and he makes his home with Mr. and Mrs. Meranda.
Its situation is admirable and Mr. Meranda carries on his farm industries
with the intelligent interest and judicious methods which bring abundant
success.

Mr. Meranda married Miss Hattie Clayton, who was born

in

the old
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pioneer log house which still remained on this farm, and is the only surviving
child of J. K. and Mary Clayton.
They have one daughter: Mary Hazel,
who attends school at Jackson Center. Mr. Meranda has been a lifelong
democrat but has consented to serve in few public offices. He was the man
who secured the route out of Jackson Center, and it was through his efforts
that the petition for free rural delivery was granted.
He has been on the
educational board since January, 1905. He is a Mason, belonging to Lodge
No. 458, F. & A. M., of Jackson Center, and both he and wife are members of
the Eastern Star.
They have many pleasant social ties in the neighborhood
and belong to the Methodist Episcopal church.

GEORGE

W. BOYER, who owns 170 acres of fine land in Dinsmore
township, Shelby county, O., resides on one farm of 120 acres, situated two
miles southeast of Botkins, O., his other farm of fifty acres lying not far
distant.
He was born in Dinsmore township in 1846, and is a son of Samuel F. and Elizabeth (Veach) Boyer.
Samuel F. Boyer was born in Pennsylvania and his wife in Virginia.
After they came to Shelby county they
resided on their farm and reared ten children, the record being as follows:
Jane, George W., Samuel F., William H., Henry, Harriet, Christina, Frances,
Anna and Edward.
George W. Boyer is probably one of the youngest surviving soldiers of
the Civil war who entered the service in 1861, for he was only fourteen years
old when he enlisted at Sidney, under Colonel Wilson, and served out his first
1

enlistment and was honorably discharged at Vicksburg, when he re-enlisted
and served as a veteran until his second honorable discharge in 1865, when
he was mustered out at Columbus, O. So young that only a boy's judgment
controlled his actions, soldier Boyer lived up to the measure of a man and on
many a battlefield proved his patriotism and courage. After the war he
returned to Shelby county and ever since has been interested in farming and
stock raising and additionally, for many years, ran a threshing machine. He
has made all the improvements on his farms and all his land is valuable and
productive.

Mr. Boyer married Miss Nancy Blue and they have had the following children: William E., who married Lena Bonnowont and they live in Dinsmore
township John H., who is also a resident of this township, married Margaret
Finkenbine; James E., who is a farmer in Dinsmore township, married
Millie Schurr; Delia G., who married Michael Munger and they live at BotThe
kins, O. and Grace E., who is the wife of Augustus Bush, of Botkins.
parents of Mrs. Boyer were natives of Ohio. She had two brothers and two
James K. Oliver C. Mary, who married F. Stough and
sisters, namely
Mr. Boyer and family belong to the
Nora, who married Jack Stenrod.
Methodist Episcopal church and they are well known people throughout
;

:

;

:

;

;

Shelby county.

WILLIAM
citizens of

F.

BILLING, who

is

one of the well known and respected
his finely improved farm of 170

Dinsmore township, resides on
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which lies one and three-fourths miles southeast of Botkins, O. He
was born in Franklin township, Shelby county, and is a son of Frederick
and Salome (Knasel) Billing.
Frederick Billing was born in Germany, in the neighborhood of Baden,
and came in early manhood to the United States and settled in Ohio. He
married Salome Knasel, who was born here and they had the following children John, George, William F., Edward, Susan, Sophia, Louisa and Lena.
John married Louisa Pfaddt and they live in Dinsmore township; George
H. married Lizzie Gerber and they live in Salem township; Edward married Anna Fogt and they live at Detroit, Mich. Susan married Samuel Hagelberger, and they live at Anna, O. Sophia and Lena are both deceased Louisa
is the wife of William Fogt and they live in Dinsmore township.
After his school days William F. Billing assisted his father like a dutiful
son and following his marriage settled on his present place, about sixty
acres of which he inherited, purchasing the rest.
He immediately began
improving and has continued until he has made this a beautiful property,
He keeps thoroughly
with fine modern residence and substantial barns.
posted on all agricultural movements and applies new methods after being
convinced that they are the proper ones to use on his land. Diversified farming is carried on and some excellent stock raised.
In 1890 Mr. Billing was married to Miss Louisa C. Bartsch, who is a
daughter of Christian and Sarah (Harmon) Bertsch. The father of Mrs.
Billing was born in Baden, Germany, and the mother in Franklin county, O.
Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Billing: Clarence E., who assists
his father; Emory, who is teaching school; and Arthur, who is a high school
student at Botkins. The family belongs to the Lutheran church.
Politically
Mr. Billing is a democrat and is serving on the township election board. For
many years he has been a school director and for nine continuous years was
superintendent of roads and has also been supervisor, in all these positions performing his duties with efficiency and to public satisfaction.
acres,

:

;

;

WRIGHT

;

P.
QUIGLEY, one of the enterprising young farmers of Franktownship, who, in association with his mother, owns 163 acres of very
fine land, was bom in Miami county, O., December 25, 1883, and is a son of
Silas and Anna (Waggoner) Quigley.
Silas Quigley and wife were born in Pennsylvania and after marriage
came to Ohio, settling in Miami county, where their only child was born.
He followed farming until his death on October 17, 1905, his burial being
in Pearl cemetery, in Franklin township.
He was a much respected man
and a consistent member of the Lutheran church. In politics he was a democrat but was never a seeker for public office.
P. Wright Quigley was given educational advantages, passing from the
common schools into the Troy high school, where he was graduated and then
became a student in Wittenberg College, where he spent three years but was
recalled before graduating, on account of his father's death.
In the spring
of 1905 the family had removed to Franklin township and thus the responsibililin
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attending the managing of this large farm here fell upon the student's
shoulders, a few months later.
He assumed them with energy and fulfilled
them with marked success and is numbered with the prosperous farmers
and stock raisers of this section.
ties

Mr. Quigley was married December 25, on his birthday, 1910, to Miss
Harriet Miller, who was born in Shelby county and is a daughter of George
and Mary (Mason) Miller. The father of Mrs. Quigley is deceased but the
mother survives and resides in Turtle Creek township. Mr. and Mrs. Quigley have one son, who has been given the name of Harold and was born
October 25, 191 1. They attend the Lutheran church. Mr. Quigley belongs
to the order of the Knights of the Golden Eagle at Anna, O.
In politics he
does his own thinking and votes according to his matured judgment.

JOSEPH

P. STALEY, who is one of the well known and substantial
Shelby county, O., a general farmer and formerly an extensive
dealer in fine stock, resides on his farm of 174 acres, which is situated in
Franklin township, and owns a second farm, containing eighty acres, lying in

citizens of

Salem township. He was born in Montgomery county, O., May 10, 1852,
and is a son of Daniel and Margaret (Jackson) Staley.
Daniel Staley was born in Montgomery county, O., and lived there until
after marriage, coming to Shelby county in 1868, where he followed farming
until the close of his life.
He married Margaret Jackson, who was born in
Pennsylvania and who also died in Shelby county, their burial being at Port
They had three children: Joseph P., Julia and Daniel.
Jefferson.
Joseph P. Staley grew up on the home farm and attended the local
schools and for some time afterward assisted his father. He then decided to
see something of the western country and in his travels visited not only the
interesting sections of his own land but also Mexico and Central America.
In 1897 he went to the gold fields of Alaska and was one of the fortunate
prospectors, returning from the Klondike region with an ample fortune.
In
all Mr. Staley has made ten trips to the far West, in the meanwhile carryprior
making
his
trip
stock
operations
and
to
most
recent
sold
ing on his
Mr. Staley is well known in the
stock, in two sales, that netted him $13,000.
Masonic fraternity and has taken the thirty-second degree. His father was
a republican and Mr. Staley has always given his political support to thii
party.
Mr. Staley is unmarried.
'

GEORGE

A. FRAZIER, one of the prosperous farmers of Franklin
township, where he owns 136 acres of valuable land which is particularly
well adapted to stock raising, was born January 12, i860, in Green township, Shelby county, and is a son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Woods)
The parents of Mr. Frazier were well known and respected resiFrazier.
dents of Green township for many years, where the father followed the
mason trade. Both passed away some years ago and their burial was in
They were members of the Universalist church
the cemetery at Plattsville.
and reared their family in that liberal religious faith. Their children were
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Beulah, who is the wife of Thomas Buchanon; John; Harriet, who is the
wife of Rudolph Peppers; Amy, who is the wife of Edward Emley George;
Alfred; and Ida, who is the wife of James Eldredge.
After his school days were over, George A. Frazier learned the plastering
trade, which he followed for fifteen years, during which he bought forty
He resided on that place for sixteen
acres of land in Green township.
years but in 1900 sold it and then purchased his present property in Franklin township, from Abe Emley.
The residence needed but little remodeling but a new barn was required and Mr. Frazier erected a commodious one
which probably is the most modern barn in the township. He has a comFor some time he
plete water system which he controls with a gas engine.
has been interested in raising Jersey cattle and Duroc hogs and is making
preparations to go into the stock business extensively.
In January, 1884, Mr. Frazier was married to Miss Hannah Hill, who
was born in Miami county, O.. a daughter of John and Hannah (Howell)
Hill, well known people in that part of the state, and beside Mrs. Frazier
they had three other children: Josephine, who is the wife of Frank Pence;
Eugenia, who is the wife of James McCormick; and Telford.
Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Frazier Genie, who resides at home
and Kate, who is the wife of Lyman Allen, who is a farmer in Franklin
township, and they have one son, George.
Mr. Frazier and family attend
He is identified with the democratic party but is
the Universalist church.
not a man to seek political honors for himself, although in every way well
qualified for the same.
:

:

ELZA

A. BAKER, residing on his valuable farm of 143 acres, which is
located in Perry township, Shelby county, O., was born in this township,

October 31, 1883, and is a son of Martin and Christena (Smith) Baker.
Martin Baker was a well known farmer in Perry township for many years,
his death occurring in February, 1909.
His widow and their three chilThe family
dren all survive, she being a resident of Jackson Center, O.
consisted of one daughter and two sons: Ida, who is the wife of Cory Hoak;
Orla A., a farmer and business man at Port Jefferson; and Elza A.
Elza A. Baker secured a public school education and then assisted his
father until he was twenty-two years of age, when he rented land in Logan
county for one year. He then returned to the home farm, which he inherited
at his father's death, and which had been the home of his parents for
twenty-four years.
He carries on general farming and does considerable
business in the way of buying and selling stock, and is generally looked
upon as one of the township's successful farmers and progressive citizens.
On December 29, 1905, Mr. Baker was married to Miss Guernie LeFevre,
a daughter of Jacob and Dulcina (Line) LeFevre, who formerly were
They had the following chilprominent farming people of this county.
dren: Edward, William, and James; Warren, who is deceased; Alice, who
is the wife of Allen Baker; Minnie, who is the wife of Lafe Vester; Guernie.
who is the wife of Elsa A. Baker; and Cora, who is the wife of Samuel
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Mr. and Mrs. Baker have two children: Ruth Estella and Pauline
Mr. and Mrs. Baker attend the Disciples church. He is independent
Fraternally he is connected with the Knights of
Pythias at Maplewood and the Knights of Khorasan at- Sidney.
Ritter.

Edith.

in his political attitude.

ALLEN MAURER.
known and

county surveyor of Shelby county, O., and a well
valued citizen, has been a resident of Sidney, O., since 1909,

coming from Van Buren township, where he was born December 19, 1885.
His parents were Adam and Caroline (Sunderman) Maurer. Adam Maurer
was born also in Van Buren township, Shelby county, a son of Philip Maurer
who had come to this section from Germany. Adam Maurer followed an
agricultural life and died on his farm in Van Buren township in February, 1895.
He married Caroline Sunderman, who was born in Auglaize
county, O., and still survives.
Allen Maurer grew to manhood on the home farm and secured his primary education in the country schools. Developing an unusual mathematical
talent he decided to study civil engineering and became a student in the
Ohio Northern University at Ada, O., where he was graduated in 1909. He
immediately was appointed deputy county surveyor and the experience gained
in that capacity prepared him for the office to which he was elected in 1912,
on the democratic ticket, the duties of which he will assume on the first
Monday in September, 19 13. He is a young man of enterprise and marked
ability.

In 1910 Mr. Maurer was married to Miss Gertrude Lucas, of Van Buren
They attend the Evangelical church. He is
township, Shelby county.
with several fraternal organizations including the Modern Woodmen of America, the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and some social and
identified

political bodies.

CABLE WAGNER,

who not only belongs to a somewhat noted famL.
of Shelby county, O., but in his own person is a representative business
citizen of Sidney, O., was born at Sidney and is a son of W. H.
Wagner, president of the Wagner Manufacturing Company.
L. Cable Wagner attended the public schools in his native city and after
graduating from the Sidney High School became a student at Villa Nova
After he returned to Sidney he assumed busiCollege near Philadelphia.
ness responsibilities and is a director and one of the large stockholders in
the Wagner Manufacturing Company. He is one of the active and dependable members of the Sidney Commercial Club.
Mr. Wagner was married in 1908 to Miss Louise Fitzgibbon, who was
born at St. Louis, Mo., and they have two children Mary Jane and James.
Mr. Wagner was reared in the Catholic church and he is a member of the
fraternal order of Knights of Columbus.
ily

man and

:

ANTHONY
township,

is

whose ninety acres of fine land lie in Franklin
J. ALLEN,
one of the well known and representative agriculturists of this
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He was

Edmund K. and
Edmund K.

born

York county.

in

Pa.. July 24,
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1843, and

is

a son of

Alice (Harkins) Allen.

Allen was born in York county, his people having been
early settlers in Pennsylvania, probably of English extraction, and he spent
his entire life in his native section, where he followed agricultural pursuits.
He married Alice Harkins, who was born in Hartford county, Md., and she
also died in York county.
They had the following children: Anthony J.,

William L., Robert F., Thomas H., Joseph L., Hannah and Martha Jane.
Hannah married Joseph Strawbridge and Martha Jane married Charles RobThe parents of the above children were members of the Methodist

inson.

Episcopal church.
Anthony J. Allen attended the district schools near his father's farm and
afterward was a student for one year in the Stewartstown Academy, York
county, and for several succeeding years was mainly engaged in teaching
school, both in Pennsylvania and Maryland.
After learning the miller's
trade lie followed that for some four years and in 1876 came to Shelby
Mr. Allen remained in that
county, settling first in Washington township.
township for eight years and then took advantage of a favorable offer and
sold bis property there and came to Franklin township and bought his present farm, from Joseph Barnes, it being locally known as the William Reed
farm. Here Mr. Allen has prospered both as a farmer and as a dairyman.
He maintains his dairy with Holstein cattle and operates a milk route, sending his wagon to Sidney daily and disposing to regular customers twenty
gallons of rich milk.
He raises other good stock but not more in quantity
than he requires for his own use.
married
Mr. Allen was
first in 1865, to Miss Eleanor Gorsuch, a daughter of Stephen Gorsuch, who moved with his family from Maryland to Ohio.
To this marriage the following children were born Martha Jane, who is
the widow of Frank Fee Anna Bell, who is the wife of John Yinger and
they have two children: Elmer LeRoy and Neva May; Elva May,
who is the wife of Thomas White and they have three children:
:

;

Norma

Allen,

Mary Lee and

Ruth

Annabel;

Nora

B.,

who

is

the

wife of Walter Brandenberg, and they have one son, Stanley Allen; Bertha
Pearl, who is the wife of Roy Allton, and they have one daughter, Evaline
Lois; and Minnie, who is the wife of Frank Pfaadt, and they have one child,
Martha Elizabeth. In 1887 Mr. Allen was married to Miss Laura E. Davis,
a daughter of Hiram and Emeline (Trine) Davis, and they have two children Lyman Davis, who married Kate Frazier and Vera. Mr. Allen and
family belong to the Methodist Epnscopal church in which he is a local
preacher.
He has long been active and deeply interested in religious work
and is additionally serving as church trustee, class leader and district steward.
In politics Mr. Allen has always been in sympathy with the principles of the
republican party.
:

;

WILLIAM
izens,

who has

H. FORRAR, one of Shelby county's most respected citpassed the greater part of his long and useful life in Dins-

HISTORY OF SHELBY COUNTY

700

more and Franklin townships and owns

the old Forrar homestead of seventySwanders. He was born in Dinsmore township,
Shelby county, in 1842, and is a son of Jacob and Mary (Good) Forrar.
Jacob Forrar was a well known and respected citizen of Dinsmore township for many years.
He was twice married, first to Mary Good and after
her death to Mrs. Elizabeth (Hilbern) Boyer, widow of George Boyer. To
his first marriage the following children were born: John, William H.,
Martha, wife of Henry Sisler, and Isaac. Two sons were Lorn to the second
union, Nelson and Jacob, the last named being deceased.
William H. Forrar attended the district schools when a boy and remained
on the home farm with his father. In August, 1862, he enlisted in Co. H.
99th O. Vol. Inf., for service in the Civil War, contracting for three years.
The hardships endured during the first nine months brought on such serious
illness that he was discharged on account of disability and he returned then
With this exception and two years spent at Sidney,
to the old homestead.
Mr. Forrar always lived on his farm until he retired to Swanders.
In February, 1870, Mr. Forrar was married to Miss Frances Swanders,
who is a daughter of David and Lydia Swanders, one of the old and substantial families of this section.
To Mr. and Mrs. Swanders the following
children were born: Edward, Aaron, Alfred, Jefferson, James, Christiana,
Sarah, Savilla, Susan, Rebecca and Frances.
Sarah is the wife of David
Baker, and Savilla, who is deceased, was the wife of Frank Shafer.
Mr.
and Mrs. Forrar have two children Albert Ward and Edward. The latter
married Leora Minnear and they have one child. La Brieta. Mr. Forrar and
family belong to the Reformed church.
In politics he was reared a democrat by his father but frequently he casts his vote according to his own
matured judgment rather than at his party's demand. For seven years Mr.
Forrar served as turnpike supervisor, for two terms as a member of the
school board, two terms as township trustee and declined to be a candidate
He is a member of the Reformed church and in
for county commissioner.
his church relations he has also been shown confidence and esteem, being nowone of the elders and was church treasurer for twenty-eight years.
acres,

now

lives retired in

:

DELPHIS
who

R. MILLIETTE, M. D., physician and surgeon at Anna, O.,
has been established here since 1903 and through professional skill and

sterling personal traits of character has built

Logan county,

O.,

August

19,

1872, and

is

up a

fine practice,

was born

in

a son of Frank and Sarah Jane

(Curtner) Milliette.

The parents of Dr. Milliette moved from Logan county to a farm in Clinton township, Shelby county, when he was an infant, and the family lived
there for about seven years and then removed to Franklin township and still
His primary education was secured in the counlater to Dinsmore township.
try schools and after coming to Anna in 1884 he became a student here and
in 1893 was graduated from the Anna high school.
Afterward for a number
of years he taught in the country schools and also at Anna and Botkins, in
the meanwhile doing preliminary medical reading, and in the fall of 1899

ll.l'IIIS

I,'.

MILUKTTK,

M.
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entered the Ohio Medical College, at Cincinnati, and immediately after graduating from that well known institution, established himself at Anna, where
he has since carried on a general medical practice. He is a member of the
Shelby County Medical Society and keeps thoroughly abreast with the times
in scientific investigation and discoveries.
In June, 1903, Dr. Milliette married Miss Elle Fitzgerald, who was born
at De Graff, Logan county, O., and they have three children Gerald, Agnes
and Martha. In politics Dr. Milliette is a democrat and is a very active citizen,
serving as a member of the town council and also as clerk of the school board.
:

GOTLEIB GRAU, whose valuable farm of 103 acres lies in Franklin
township, is well known in this section and as man and citizen is held in high
Mr. Grau was born in Germany, June 14, 1852, and was twentyesteem.
one years old when he came to the United States. He is a son of Matthew
and Dora Grau. The father died when Gotleib was two and a half years old.
The mother remained in Germany until she was seventy years of age and
then joined her son in Franklin township, Shelby county, and here saw sixteen more years of peaceful life, passing away in her eighty-sixth year, her
burial being in the Pearl cemetery, in Franklin township.
For the first eighteen months after coming to Ohio, Gotleib Grau lived
in Tuscarawas county, then spent a few weeks in Indianapolis, Ind., and
from there came to Shelby county, where he has lived ever since. He had
learned a trade in Germany and at Sidney he secured work with John Conner, with whom he remained for three years and then started a shop of his
own at Anna, O.. where he lived for twenty-five years. Mr. Grau then
bought the Steeley farm which he still owns and lived on the same for six
years when he rented it to a good tenant and for his own home rented another
farm, containing 154 acres, also in Franklin township, on which he carries
on a general agricultural line.
On February 26, 1878, Mr. Grau was married to Miss Caroline Shie, who
was born in Shelby county, a daughter of Christian and Frederica (Slatser)
Shie.
Mr. Shie and wife were natives of Germany and both died in Shelby
county. By trade he was a stone mason. The children of Christian Shie and
wife were: John, who lives three miles west of Sidney; Emma, deceased,
who was the wife of George Steinle; Caroline, who is the wife of Mr. Grau;
Henry; Rachel, who is the wife of Andrew Delscamp; George, deceased;
Charles; and Katie, deceased, who was the wife of Walker Holly, all of
Shelby county. Mr. Grau was the youngest of his parents' children, three
of their family being residents of Crawford county; Godfrey, John and
Rosa, who is the wife of Andrew Drakert.
His eldest sister, Eva, is
now deceased, was the wife of John Weller, and one other sister, Dora, is
the wife of Michael Nagel, and they both live in Germany.
Mr. and Mrs.
Grau have three children Christian G., Freda and Dora. Christian G. married Emma Shafer and their adopted daughter, Edith, is the wife of Andrew
Harmon and they have a son, Gotleib. Freda is a school teacher in Franklin
:
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township, and Dora
School.

is

a

member

of the class of 1914, in the Sidney

High

In politics Mr. Grau is a democrat but he never permits party rule to
interfere with his own judgment.
He served as a member of the town
council at Anna and was also on the school board there and at present is
serving as president of the school board of Franklin township.
The family belongs to the Lutheran church, of which Mr. Grau has been
a trustee several times and for a number of years has been church treasurer.

PARKER

L.

STAFFORD, who

is

one of the leading business men oi

Maplewood, O., where he owns and conducts a general store, was born in
Salem township, Shelby county, O., March 11, 1877, and is a son of Robert
and Bicey (Louthain) Stafford. The father was born in Virginia but passed
the greater part of his active life on his farm of 109 acres, which he still
owns in Salem township, and now lives retired at Maplewood. In politics
he has always been a democrat.
Parker L. Stafford, the only one of his parents' children to survive childhood, obtained his edueation in the public schools. When twelve years old
he went to work in the store of J. K. Dunson, at Maplewood and continued
until 1896, when, in partnership with O. A. Dunson, he bought the
store of his employer. The firm of Stafford & Dunson continued until 1900,
when Mr. Stafford bought his partner's interest and has since been sole
proprietor.
As an additional business interest he operates a huckster wagon
through the county.
In 1901 Mr. Stafford was married to Miss Myrtle Stephenson, who was
born in Salem township, a daughter of James and Delia (Stiles) Stephenson,
farming people, well known and highly respected. Mrs. Stafford has two
younger sisters Ethel, who is the wife of C. C. Steenrod and Alma. Mr.
and Mrs. Stafford have three sons: Donald E., James Arthur Cecil, and
Harold Robert. Mr. Stafford is one of the trustees of the Methodist EpiscoHe is identified frapal church at Maplewood, to which the family belongs.
ternally with the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of the Golden Eagle,
both of Maplewood. At present Mr. Stafford is serving with entire satisfaction as treasurer of Salem township, elected to this important office on the
democratic ticket.
:

;

D. PARTINGTON, whose name carries weight all over Shelby
county, O., where he is known as a representative and substantial citizen, resides on his farm of 131 acres which is situated in Perry township and owns
also a farm of eighty acres, lying in Miami county, and additionally owns
large blocks of stock in the Farmers Telephone Company, was born in October, i860, in Green township, Shelby county.
The parents of Mr. Partington, Edwin and Jemima (Partington) Partington, for many years were highly respected farming people of Shelby
county, in which the mother was born and still survives, being now in her
eighty-third year, and a cherished member of the household of her son, John

JOHN
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Indiana and died in Shelby county,
O., in November, 1904, his burial being in the Pascoe Cemetery.
His children all survive, as follows: Joseph H., John D., Mary, William E., Edward
W. and Mark E., Mary being the wife of William Middleton.
In the public schools of his native county, John D. Partington secured
his education and continued to work for his father until he reached his majority and afterward, for three years, worked with him on shares.
He then
started out for himself and in 1903 purchased the homestead from the other
heirs and has continued here.
On March 21, 1896, he was married to Miss
Letha M. Chrisman, who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of David
and Sarah E. (Latimer) Chrisman, the former of whom, a native of Miami
county, O., is now deceased, his burial taking place at Plattsville. The mother
of Mrs. Partington resides on a farm in Green township, her children
being: Letha M. Albert E. Harriet I., who is the wife of Fred Hagerman;
and Joseph C. Mr. and Mrs. Partington have one child to whom they are
giving parental love and care although he is not their own.
He was born
in October, 1909, and his name is Leo Millard, and since he was eight weeks
old he has been fortunate enough to find a tender father and mother in Mr.
and Mrs. Partington and judging by his beauty and intelligence, he gives
promise of becoming a great comfort to his foster parents. They are memIn his political views, Mr. Partington is a
bers of the LT niversalist church.
democrat.

D. Partington.

;

father

in

;

MARCELLUS N. LUCAS, a representative citizen of Perry township,
Shelby county, O., a member of the township board of trustees and the owner
of seventy acres of fine farming land here, was born April 12, 1867, one
and one-half miles northeast of this farm, and is a son of Patrick Good and
Thurza (De Weese) Lucas.
Patrick Good Lucas was a well known fanner in Perry township and
was a son of one of the early settlers of Shelby county. He was identified
with the republican party but merely as a citizen, never desiring to hold
office.
His wife was also born in Shelby county and she survives, her husband, passing away on June 25, 1906, his burial being at Port Jefferson. They
had two children: Ethel, who is the wife of Calvin Boyer and they reside
with her mother on the home farm and Marcellus N.
Marcellus N. Lucas secured a public school education and worked on
the home farm until his marriage, after which he went to Logan county and
remained ten months. After returning to Shelby county he rented land for
ten years, then bought a farm and later sold it and in 1903 purchased his
present farm from Dr. Milholland. A general line of farming is successfully
carried on and enough good stock for home use is raised, no effort being
;

made

do more in this direction.
January 1, 1890, Mr. Lucas was married to Miss Sarah Nichols, a
daughter of William and Catherine (Criffield) Nichols, substantial farming
people of Shelby county. Mrs. Lucas had the following brothers and sisters
John, Frank and William, and Belle, who is now deceased, was the wife
to

On
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of David Speece. Mr. and Mrs. Lucas have four children Norma B., Grace
The entire family belongs to the Baptist church. In
A., Vesta and Doris.
politics Mr. Lucas has always cast his vote with the Republican party.
:

ORLANDO BURTON KEY, who is one of the well known and substanmen of Perry township, a stockholder in the Farmers Telephone Company and the owner of 120 acres of well developed land, was born on this
farm, the old Key homestead, in Shelby county, O., May 25, 1870, and is a
son of John and Anna (Rinehart) Key.
John Key, father of Orlando B. Key, was a son of John Key, who was
born in Virginia in 1781 and came to Montgomery county, O., in 1800,
where he died in 181 5, leaving his wife with four children, although the
youngest, John, was not born until 1816, six months after the father's death.
His mother remained in Montgomery county until 1836, when she came
with him to Shelby county and they lived about one year in Jackson township and then went back to Montgomery county, where he lived until 1840,
In 1841 occurred his
after which he lived continuously in Shelby county.
first marriage, to Newlillie Lucas, who died in July, 1846, leaving two children,
Norman and John H. In 1847 John Key married Anna Rinehart and seven
children were born to them,: Amanda, wife of William DeWeese; Rachel,
wife of Dr. D. N. Whitmire; Margaret Elizabeth, wife of John Maxwell;
Martha Jane, wife of Frank Marrs; David R. Thomas Levi, who died aged
two years; Abraham Sherman; and Orlando B.
When John Key came to Shelby county he had fifty dollars as his sole
capital and with this sum he entered forty acres of land in Jackson township, then went to work by the day and month and kept on until he had
saved one hundred dollars, with which he entered eighty acres of land in Indiana.
He kept on working and saving, and after accumulating another one
hundred dollars entered another tract of land in Indiana and afterward traded
The
his Indiana land for eighty acres in the woods of Shelby county.
latter place he then cleared and improved and later added two other eightyHere he erected a
acre tracts, making his home place consist of 240 acres.
sound brick dwelling house and kept on improving his land in every way,
subsequently, through his industry and good judgment acquiring other farm
land and valued real estate in Sidney and Millerstown.
Orlando B. Key attended the public schools in Perry township and afterward took a business course in a commercial college at Dayton, O., followFinding no section of
ing which he spent three years in the western states.
the country more satisfactory than his own, Mr. Key then returned to
Shelby county and has ever since been engaged in farming and stock raising
He is an independent voter in politics and has never acin Perry township.
cepted any public office except once when he was appointed a member of the
tial

;

board.
In 1895 Mr. Key was married to Miss Bessie Stockstill, a daughter of
In early manhood the father of Mrs.
P. and Mary (Miller) Stockstill.
Key followed the trades of tinner and carpenter but later became a farmer in
local school

John
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Shelby county. He was twice married, first to Mary Miller and second to
Jennie Varner. To the first union two children were born Carrie, who died
young, and Bessie, who became the wife of Mr. Key. Two children were
Three children have
born to the second marriage: Newton and Varner.
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Key Fred Miller, John Otis and Max Allan. Mr.
and Mrs. Key attend the United Brethren church at Pascoe, O. He is identified fraternally with the Masonic lodge at Port Jefferson and also the Odd
Fellows and is a member of the Encampment at Sidney, O.
:

:

SQUIRE NICHOLAS STALEY, an enterprising general farmer of
Perry township, Shelby county, O., who not only successfully operates his
of 126 acres, but also one of eighty acres which he rents, belongs
to the old and respected Staley family of Salem township, where he was
born April 26, 1862, and is a son of Nicholas and Mary (Baker) Staley. His
mother was born in Salem township while his father came from Montgomery
county, O., but spent the larger portion of his life as a farmer in Salem
township. Of their family of six children, Squire Nicholas was the youngown farm

est born.

Squire Nicholas Staley obtained his education in the public schools and
afterward remained with his father assisting in the general farm industries, tilling of the soil, stock raising and moderate dairying, and in the course
of time inherited his land from his father and, as indicated above, prospers
in his agricultural

undertakings.

Mr. Staley was married first to Miss Ida Redinbo, who died in 1887. On
3, 1890, he was married (second) to Miss Tena Brendel, a native
of Auglaize county, O. Mr. and Mrs. Staley have had four children Bonnie
May, Pearl, Clay, and Robert Roy, who died when aged six weeks. The
family belong to the Disciples church. Mr. Staley is not active in any political

November

:

party, preferring to be an independent voter, but

importance he

may

in

any matter of public

be depended upon to bear the responsibilities of a good

citizen.

WILLIAM ENOS GILFILLEN, who, in association with John A.
Wones, does a large business at Maplewood, O., under the firm name of the
Maplewood Elevator Company, dealing in grain, grass seed, coal, lime, cement
and other commodities, was born in Salem township, Shelby county,
The parents of Mr. Gilfillen, William and MarO., September 21, 1873.
garet A. (Baker) Gilfillen, were residents of Shelby county, the father for
many years carrying on agricultural industries with success. He died in
Jackson township, where his widow still lives. They had the following children: Emma D., wife of W. E. Coleman; Elizabeth, wife of Logan Clayton;
and William Enos.
William E. Gilfillen obtained his education in the public schools and
afterward worked with his father on the home farm until he was twenty-
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years old, after which he rented land and carried on general farming
until March, 1912, when he became the junior partner in the firm of Wones
& Gilfillen, by purchasing the interest of E. E. Young in the Maplewood
Elevator Company. The business is in a prosperous condition and is on a
safe financial basis.
In 1893 Mr. Gilfillen was married to Miss Rhoda Davis, who was born in
Auglaize county, O., but was reared in Shelby county. She is a daughter of
Harvey and Catherine (Morris) Davis whose other children were: Louie,
who is the wife of Hamer Wagner; Floyd; Eliza, who is the wife of Albert
Thompson; Charles; Mabel, who is the wife of H. A. Stahler; Fannie, who is
the wife of Frank Reese: John; and Pearl, who is the wife of Henry Dosic.
Mrs. Gilfillen was the third born in the above family. Two children have
five

been born to Mr. and Mrs.

Gilfillen

:

Raymond and Vernon. He is nomiown judgment in polit-

nally a republican but reserves the right to exercise his
ical

matters and frequently votes accordingly.

He

has served on the school

board, having a good citizen's interest in the public schools.

For some

years he has been identified with the Odd Fellows at Jackson Center, and
both he and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.

JOHN K. DUNSON, a well known resident of Maplewood. O.. has
been identified with business interests here for a number of years. He was
born at Port Jefferson, Shelby county, O., November 3, 1862, and is a son
of Abraham A. and Rosanna (Lodge) Dunson.
Abraham A. Dunson was
born in Virginia but has passed the greater part of his life in Ohio and still
In early manhood he followed
survives, being now in his eighty-first year.
the cabinetmaker's trade but later became a farmer. He married Rosanna
Lodge, who was born in Montgomery county, O., and is now deceased.
They had the following children John K. Luella, who is now deceased, was
the wife of F. E. Pool; O. A. M. D. Estella, who is the wife of A. F. Rust:
and Effie B., who is the wife of W. E. Thompson.
John K. Dunson was educated in the public schools of Shelby county.
For some years he was engaged in manufacturing tile at Maplewood and
for six years conducted a general store here, since which he has devoted
his time and attention to agricultural pursuits.
He owns a very fine farm
of 136 acres, situated in Salem township, and a second farm containing 120
acres, which is located in Logan county.
Mr. Dunson is listed with the
substantial citizens of this section.
Politically a democrat he has occasionally accepted office when made a party candidate, and served one year as constable and three years as township trustee.
In December, 1891, Mr. Dunson married Miss Sarah L. Huber, who was
born in Logan county, a daughter of Allen and Anna Magdalena (Hall)
Huber, the former of whom is deceased, but the latter resides at Belle fontaine, O.
To Mr. and Mrs. Huber the following children were born Delmar
A., Sarah L., W. T., Nancy, C. S., Anna Pearl and Forest M. Nancy is the
;

:

;

;

:
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wife of O. S. Robinson, and Anna Pearl is the wife of Dr. J. M. Patterson,
of Lima, O. Mr. and Mrs. Dunson have two sons Huber A. and Charles A.
The family belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Dunson takes
an interest in all that concerns the public welfare of his town and fellow citizens and when called upon, in any public emergency, accepts responsibility.
He is a member of the order of Knights of Pythias at Maplewood.
:

SANFORD

C. RETTER, who leads in the hardware line at Maplewood,
owner and proprietor of a well stocked store at this place, is one
of the town's prosperous young business men, a property owner and reliable
citizen.
He was born in Jackson township, Shelby county, O., April 3, 1880,
and is a son of Albert and Mary (McCord) Retter.
Albert Retter is a merchant doing business at Maplewood, having a
large general store and supplying commodities of all kinds to both town
and adjacent country. He married first Miss Mary McCord, who died in
Mr. Retter's second marriage was
1882, leaving but one child, Sanford C.
with Rebecca Shade and they have one child, Bonnie.
When his school days were over, Sanford C. Retter gave his father
assistance in his store and added to the mercantile experience secured there
by five years as a clerk for P. L. Stafford. In 1905 he erected a handsome
building for himself and in 1906 embarked in his present line. He handles
general hardware and all kinds of agricultural implements and also does
O., being

tinning and spouting work.
On April 3, 1908, Mr. Retter was married to Miss Cora LeFevre, a daughter of Jacob and Dulcina (Line) LeFevre, farming people, who had other
children as follows: Edmund, William and James; Warren, who is deceased;
Alice, who is the wife of Allen Baker; Minnie, who is the wife of Lape
Vesper; and Guernie, who is the wife of Elza A. Baker. While nominally a
democrat. Mr. Retter uses his own judgment in local politics. He is identified fraternally with the Knights of Pythias at Maplewood.

JOHN

WONES, who

is the senior member of the firm doing business
under the name of the Maplewood Elevator Company,
is a representative citizen of this community and enjoys a large measure of
respect and public confidence. He was born in Champaign county, O., January
19, 1862, and is a son of Simon and Jane (Smith) Wones.
Simon Wones was born in Champaign county, O., and his wife in YorkHe was a farmer for many years and was well known in
shire, England.
Champaign county. Both he and wife are deceased, their burial being in the
cemetery at Port Jefferson. Their children were as follows John C.
Phyllis, wife of John F. Howell Martin G. Malissa, wife of Frank Calhoun
Matthew; William R. Ernest; Simon T. and Ona, wife of Robert Sharp.
After his school days, John C. Wones worked at farming and became
interested in stock, doing a large business in that line for twenty years and
continues it to some extent together with his grain business, with which he
became identified in 1902, when he built the elevator at Maplewood. For

at

C.

Maplewood,

O.,

:

;

;

;

;
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one year he had Dr. Loffer and William Stewart associated with him; then
W. Shearer bought Mr. Stewart's interest and afterward Mr. Shearer and
Mr. Wones bought Dr. Loffer's interest and together they operated for nine
years, when Elza Young bought the Shearer interest but later sold it to

J.

W. E. Gilfillen. The company deals in grain, grass seed, flour, coal, lime,
cement, plaster and wire fencing and do an extensive business.
On New Year Eve, 1884, Mr. Wones was married to Miss Ella E.
Shroyer, who was born in Shelby county and is a daughter of Henry and
Mary (Strawlen) Schroyer, formerly farming people but now retired resiones has brothers and sisters as follows Clara,
dents of Maplewood. Mrs.
wife of William Rubert; Ella; Elmer; Nelson; Hattie, wife of George W.
Rose; and Harry. Mr. and Mrs. Wones have three children: Raymond, who
married Eda Keifer; and Cyril and John Conery. The family belongs to the
Methodist Episcopal church in which Mr. Wones is a Sunday school teacher
Fraternally he is
after having served for nine years as superintendent.
identified with the F. & A. M. at Port Jefferson, the Odd Fellows also at
Port Jefferson, the Knights of Pythias at Maplewood, the Knights of the
Golden Eagle, the Sons of Veterans and Poplar Knob Grange.

W

r

ORRIE W. COOK, who

:

has numerous business interests at Haplewood,

O., is one of the representative men of Salem township and came from one
of the old families of Champaign county. He was born there May 2j, 1878,
and is a son of William I. and Alary C. (Curl) Cook. William I. Cook, who,

for many years was a prosperous farmer in Champaign county, was born in
Shelby county but spent his married life in the former county, where he
He married Mary C. Curl, who was
born in Champaign county and lives on her home farm there. They had
three children: Daisy, who is the wife of Samuel D. Yoder; and Orrie W.
died, his burial being at Ouincy, O.

and Elmer W.
After completing the common school course in Champaign county, Orrie
W. Cook went to Indianapolis. Ind., where he received a commercial training and from there entered the Ohio Northern University at Ada, where
he was a student for five terms and completed his school course in the
higher branches, in Glover Institute, at West Liberty, O.
For eight years
of the above period he alternated teaching with school attendance and continued until he became interested in a grain business with the firm of Simmons, Faulkner & Cook. Since 1908 he has been sole owner and proprietor of
the grain elevator at Maplewood, and additionally deals in coal, lime, cement,
New American fencing, red cedar and steel fence posts, lubricating oils and
the popular brand of flour known as the Pride of Lima. He is a very enterprising business man and is a prominent factor in everything of importance
at Maplewood.
Mr. Cook was married in June, 1902, to Miss Daisy A. Yost, who was
born in Champaign county, a daughter of Elisha and Caroline (Weimer)
Yost, who now live retired at Sidney. O. They had the following children
Mr. and Mrs. Cook
Ethie, Myrtle, Dora, Belle. Mary. Daisy and Norma.
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Harold E. and Robert W. They attend the Methodist EpisPolitically Mr. Cook is a republican and has served as treas-

He is identified with the Masons at Port Jefferurer of Salem township.
son and the Knights of Pythias at Maplewood.

GEORGE

C. SCHIFF, who owns 162 acres of valuable land situated in
Franklin township, and is a director and stockholder in the Anna Bank, at
Anna, O., is one of the substantial men of this section and one who is held in
respect and esteem.
He was born in Franklin township, Shelby county, O..
August 25, 1859, and is a son of Christian and Catherine ( Fogt) Schifr.
The parents of George C. Schifr were born in Germany but spent their married life in Ohio and died at Anna where they had been living retired. Their
burial was in the Pearl cemetery in Franklin township.
They were good.
Christian people, devout members of the Lutheran church.
To them were
born the following children George C, Michael, Caroline, Jacob, Louisa,
Lena, Albert C. and Clara, the last named being the wife of William Minton.
Albert C. is a Lutheran minister at Columbus, O.
Jacob and Louisa are
deceased, the latter having been the wife of William Stuber.
Caroline is the
wife of Christina Hagelberger, and Lena is the wife of Joseph Bennett.
George C. Schiff has spent bis life on his present farm, in early years assisting his father and after the latter 's death purchasing the property, or seventy
acres, as he inherited ninety acres. The father owned seven farms and gave a
farm to each child. Mr. Schiff also carries on general farming and also deals
:

in livestock.

On

Mr. Schiff married Miss Matilda Machlitt. born at
daughter of Henry and Rosa Muschulsky) Machlitt, the
They had the following children:
died in October, 1912.
Augusta, wife of J. L. Ferguson; Matilda; Louis, deceased; Emma, wife of
Thomas McVay; George, deceased; John; and Minnie, deceased. Mr. and
Mrs. Schiff have three children: Stella, who is the wife of M. C. Finkenbine
and they have four children Tehkla, Wilbur, Velma and Luther Laura, who
married Elmer Stuckman and they have two children, Dorothy and Hazel
and Wilbur M., who married Marjorie Finkenbine. The family belong to the
Lutheran church at Anna and when the new edifice was put up Mr. Schiff
was a member of the building committee and is now church treasurer. In
politics he is a democrat and has served honestly and efficiently in public
For eight years he was a justice of the peace and for nine years served
offices.
October

18, 1883,

Painesville, O., a

latter of

(

whom

—

on the county

;

fair board.

CHARLES

A. HIEGEL, president of the board of education of Greenwood Special School District, is one of the leading citizens of Loramie
township, Shelby county, O., and resides on his well improved farm of eighty
He is a son of Anton and
acres, on which he was born, February 22, 1882.

Sarah Hiegel.
Charles A. Hiegel was three years old when his parents moved into the
and there he was educated and then he came

Mills Special School District
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back to the home farm on which he has been established ever since, carrying
on general farming and raising stock for his own use. He married Miss
Cora Ream, who died at the age of twenty-four years, her burial being in the
cemetery at Houston. Her father, J. W. Ream is a resident of Newport, O.
Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hiegel twin sons, deceased and
Floyd Emerson, a bright lad of seven years who is attending school. Mr.
Hiegel has been a democrat ever since casting his first vote and at each
He
election does his part in supporting party principles and candidates.
He has always taken
belongs to the order of M. W. A. at Versailles, O.
much interest in educational matters in his neighborhood and as president
of the school board is vigorous in pushing forward local legislation.
:

;

JAMES E. SMITH, a representative citizen and leading business man
of Maplewood, O., where he owns and conducts a general store, was born
in Logan county, O., November 2, 1868, and is a son of Ralph Newton and
Huldah (Davis) Smith. Ralph Newton Smith was a very well known man
and followed farming and was also a veterinary surgeon. He was a man of
temperance principles and gave his political support to the Prohibition party.
Both he and wife died in Logan county, all of their children surviving except
Elizabeth and Elliott. The others are Laura, who is the wife of William T.
Rairdon; Elbridge; Talitha, who is the wife of Perry A. Hill; Edwin, and
:

James E.
James E. Smith attended the

public schools and afterward taught one
term of school. He remained at home and gave his father assistance until
He carries a large and
1904, when he embarked in his present business.
carefully selected stock, comprising dry goods, notions, shoes and groceries,
and as his methods of business have encouraged trade his customers come
both from the town and the surrounding country. Mr. Smith is an enterprising and progressive business man but in his own success does not lose
sight of the general welfare, being ever ready to do his part.
On October 16, 1892, Mr. Smith was married to Miss Clara Smith, this
similarity of name being merely a coincidence as the families are in no way
Her father, William F. Smith, was a farmer and a veteran of the
related.
He married Mary Mattox and two children were born to them
Civil War.
W. E. and Clara. Mr. and Mrs. James E. Smith have four sons: Paul,
Franklin, Kenneth and Carl. The family belongs to the Methodist Episcopal
church, and they occupy a pleasant social position in the town.

GEORGE WENGER,

who is well and favorably known all over Shelby
county, O., where almost his entire life has been spent, is one of the substantial farmers of Salem township, where he owns 240 acres of valuable land.
He was born near Columbus, O., November 21, 1854, and is a son of Andrew
and Magdalena (Billing) Wenger.
his wife were born in Germany.
Both came to
youth and were married in the United States. They came to
Shelby county in 1856 and Andrew Wenger followed farming here during

Andrew Wenger and

America

in
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the rest of his active life and both he and wife died and are buried in Franklin township.
They had the following children Louisa, who is the widow
:

of Samuel

Harmon George Mary, who

the wife of C. E. Fogt

Sophia,
who is the wife of Jacob J. Shilling; Andrew; and Lena, who is the wife
of Benjamin Denning.
George Wenger attended the district schools in boyhood and remained
on the home farm until he was twenty-one years of age, starting out then for
himself.
He has made farming and stock raising his business and through
industry and good judgment has been successful in his undertakings and is
now numbered with the substantial men of his community. In addition to
his large acreage in Salem township, he has a tract of twenty-five acres in
Franklin township, and he is also a stockholder in the Farmers Telephone
;

;

is

;

Company.

On

Wenger was married to Miss Sophia Barbara Fogt,
Shelby county, a daughter of Jacob and Julia Fogt, both
the following children were born:
John H., Philip J., Peter, Samuel, Catherine, Julia Ann and Sophia Barbara.
Julia Ann is the wife of Jacob Pfaadt, Catherine is deceased, and Sophia
Barbara is the wife of Mr. Wenger.
Mr. and Mrs. Wenger have four
children: William E., Minnie, Emma J. and Laura, at home.
William
E. Wenger is a leading citizen of Shelby county and served for six years
as county recorder.
He married Alice Miller and they have two children
Esther and Wilma. Minnie is the wife of George H. Zimpfer and they have
two children Richard and Rosella. Mr. Wenger and family belong to the
Lutheran church and he is a deacon in the same. In politics he is a democrat.
June

3,

who was born
now deceased.

1875, Mr.
in

To Mr. and Mrs. Fogt

:

C. ZEDEKER, owner of the well known Locust Side Farm, a
valuable property containing 102 acres, which is situated in Salem township,
is one of the representative men of this section.
He was born July 6, 1862,
in Montgomery county, O., a son of John W. and Mary (Bradenburg)
Zedeker, who now live retired in Franklin township. Their family consisted
of but two sons, Oliver C. and George W., the latter of whom is a farmer
also in Salem township.
Oliver C. Zedeker had common school advantages and afterward assistassisted his father on the home farm until he was twenty-two years old. For
the next three years he rented land and then, in partnership with his father,
bought his present farm from Nathan Stout, subsequently purchasing his
father's share and is now sole owner.
In general, farming has been his
main business although he also raises some excellent stock, this being principally for his own use on the farm.
His land is beautifully situated and
under his methods of advanced farming is very productive.
Mr. Zedeker was married April 2, 1884, to Miss Maggie E. Lawhead,
who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of Philip and Mary (Fordyce)
Lawhead, both now deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Zedeker two children have
been born: Ella E., who married O. A. Baker, and they have one son, Ralph
Emerson and Clyde B. Mr. Zedeker and family attend the Methodist Epis-

OLIVER

;
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copal church at Port Jefferson. In politics he is a democrat and at times has
been elected to local offices, serving very acceptably for two terms as township trustee and at present is a member of the school board. He is identified
with the Odd Fellows, attending the lodge at Port Jefferson.

CHARLES

M. McCASHEN, whose many interests make him a widely
is one of the leading citizens of Perry township, where is situated
improved farm of eighty acres. He was born in Shelby county, O.,
October 5, 1867, and is a son of James and Mary (Stephenson) McCashen.
The parents of Mr. McCashen are now among the highly valued retired resiFor many years they resided on their farm and there
dents of Sidney, O.
their children were born, three in number, namely Charles M. Leona, who
is the widow of A. F. Pence; and Frank, who is a resident of Cleveland.
Mr.
and Mrs. McCashen are members of the Baptist church at Sidney.
Charles M. McCashen attended the public schools and assisted his father
and, with the exception of seven years, during which period he was a traveling salesman for a blank book firm, he has been continuously interested in

known man

his well

:

;

agricultural pursuits.
He is a stockholder in a number of substantial business concerns, including: the Booker Gibbs Plow Company of Canton, O.
Charles Harris Company, importers of fine wearing apparel at Canton; and
The Geiger-Jones Company, also of that city, an investment company.

Mr. McCashen was married in September, 1890, to Miss Cora A.
Woolley, a daughter of William and Jennie (Johnston) Woolley, and they
have one daughter, Agnes, who is a student in the high school at Pemberton.
The father of Mrs. McCashen was a wagonmaker by trade and engaged
in farming during the most of his life.
Mr. and Mrs. Woolley reared the
following children: Charles; Ora, wife of John Lorton; James; Daisy, now
deceased, formerly the wife of Chester Staley; Frank: Harry; Grace, wife
of Wallace Lochard William; and Cora A., wife of Mr. McCashen. As a
citizen Mr. McCashen stands high and is president of the board of education
in Perry township.
He and family are active members of the Baptist church,
of which he is financial secretary and is also a member of the board of
;

deacons.

LEWIS GRANT

SHANELY, a member of the board of education in
Perry township, and a leading business man of Pemberton, is owner and
proprietor of the L. G. Shanely elevator which he built here in 1903. AddiMr. Shanely was born in
tionally he deals in all kinds of farm implements.
Champaign county, O., February 13, 1869, and is a son of Isaac and Barbara (Shaffer) Shanely. The father of Mr. Shanely was also born in Champaign county and has been a farmer all his active life. He married Barbara
Shaffer, who was born in Germany, and they have had five children Lewis
Grant, Caroline, Jennie, George and Newton, the survivors being the oldest
and the youngest. Isaac Shanely and wife are members of the United Breth:

ren church.

After he completed the

common

school course, Lewis

G

Shanely took a
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commercial course at the Nelson Business College, but prior to this taught one
term of school in Champaign county. After that he remained on the home
farm until he came to Pemberton, where his business interests have been expanding ever since.
Mr. Shanely was married in 1901 to Miss Isophene Staley, who is a
daughter of George W. and Sarah (Irvin) Staley, who were early settlers in
their section of Shelby county, their other children being: Edward L. Minnie, wife of W. G. Murphy; Milton; George P.; J. Mark; Alice, wife of
W. M. Buroker; Bessie, wife of Albert Linker; and Mary, wife of Clarence
Rinehart.
Four children make up the family of Mr., and Mrs. Shanely:
Theodore Grant, Jennie, Charles and Staley. The family is well known in
the pleasant social circles of the town and is active in all the work of the
Methodist Episcopal church. Nominally Mr. Shanely is a republican but his
political activities are frequently along the line of his own judgment, especially in local matters.
For three years he served as clerk of Perry township
and gave careful attention to the duties of office and made man}- personal
friends during that time.
;

JACOB M. FINKENBINE, a substantial and well known citizen of
Dinsmore township, Shelby county, O., who owns a valuable farm of 120
acres, situated one and one-half miles east of Anna, O., together with improved property in that town, was born on this farm April 27, 1854, and is a
son of Louis and Sarah (Fogt) Finkenbine, for many years well known and
highly respected residents of this township.
Jacob M. Finkenbine obtained his education in the district schools and
has spent his entire life amid his present home surroundings. Remainng at
asssting his father, when the latter died he fell heir to the homeand hence has never had reason to leave what he is convinced is one
As soon as the property became
of the finest farming sections of the state.
his own he began the improvements which have made it both more valuable
and very attractive, new buildings of modern type having been erected and
other changes made, all in the direction of development and added material
comfort. Mr. Finkenbine gives his personal attention to his different farm
industries and is numbered with not only the busiest but also the most suc-

home and

stead,

cessful agriculturists of this neighborhood.

Mr. Finkenbine married Miss Sophia D. Billings, who died May 2, 1910
and was buried in Pearl cemetery in Franklin township. Her father, FredThree children were born to Mr. and
erick Billings was born in Germany.
Mrs. Finkenbine: Frederick, Lena and Nora, the only survivor being Lena,
who remains with her father. He is a member and liberal supporter of the
Lutheran church. In politics he is a stanch democrat but at present is serving in no political office although his reputation as an intelligent, upright and
trustworthy man would indicate that any public trust would be safe in his
hands.
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WILLIAM

ALLTON, who

is associated with his son in the ownership of the elevator at Swanders, O., is one of the well known and reliable
business men of Franklin township. He was born in Logan county, O., Feb-

L.

ruary 3, 1856, and is a son of Albert G. and Martha M. (Wheeler) Allton.
Albert G. Allton was a farmer and lumber man and belonged to a pioneer
family of Logan county. He married Martha M. Wheeler and they had the
following children: William L., Alfred, Seymour, John W., Wheeler, James,

Emma Florence, all surviving except Alfred, Seymour and Wheelis the wife of James McMillen, and Emma Florence is the wife
Graver. The grandfather of the above family was Reason Allton,
who was probably born in Pennsylvania. Albert G. Allton reared his family
in the faith of the Baptist church and instilled political sentiments in his sons

Anna and
er.
Anna
of C.

that

J.

made them

all

republicans.

William L. Allton obtained a district school education and at first started
out for himself as a day laborer and then went to work in a saw mill. He
continued in the lumber business for twenty-eight years and was still thus
interested

when he

first

embarked

in

the elevator business, which

was

in

He had then an old plant which was subsequently torn down,
the present one being erected by the firm of William L. Allton & Bros., in
large
1901, Mr. Allton's first partner being Rinehart Smith, of Sidney, O.
April, 1896.

A

business is done at Swanders, it being a fine shipping point, and Mr. Allton
largely controls the grain trade.
On October 26, 1882, Mr. Allton was married to Miss Mary Conover,
who was born in Shelby county and is a daughter of Benjamin and Maria D.
(Wells) Conover, who were prominent people here. Mr. and Mrs. Allton
have the following children Emory LeRoy, who married Bertha Pearl Allen,
of Shelby county, and they have one child, Eveline Lois; Clifford Conover;
and Pearl and Agnes. Two children are deceased, Alice, who died at the
age of eighteen years, and her twin brother, who died in infancy. Mr. Allton and family belong to the Reformed church.
Although a very active
citizen, Mr. Allton has never accepted political office except on one occasion
when he served one term as trustee of Turtle Creek township. He is identified with the Knights of Pythias at Sidney.
:

JEREMIAH D. FERREE, whose valuable farm of 137 acres lies in
Perry township now lives retired after a long and busy life, and is known
and respected all through this section of the county. He was born in Salem
township, Shelby county, April 28, 1845, and is a son of Daniel and Eliza
(Dixon) Ferree.
Daniel Ferree was born in Adams county, Pa., and died in Miami county,
He married Eliza Dixon, who was born in Lancaster
Ind., in March, 1892.
county, Pa., and who lived to the unusual age of 103 years, passing away on
January 12, 191 2, at the home of her son, Jeremiah D., where she had been
tenderly cared for for fifteen years previously. Daniel Ferree and wife had
three children: Anna, who is the wife of George M. Gamble; Jeremiah D.
and Edwin A., who lives in Kentucky.
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Jeremiah D. Ferree was still young when he enlisted for service in the
Civil war, becoming a member of Co. G, ist O. Vol. Caw, in which organization he was promoted to be first sergeant, and during the whole period of
service was a brave, efficient and obedient soldier, winning the admiration of
his comrades on many occasions and the approbation of his commanding
During one part of his service he was engaged in very dangerous
officers.
work, although the entire period of a soldier's life is filled with danger, but
on this occasion the hazard and danger were more than usual. A call for
volunteers came for a secret mission and Mr. Ferree was one of those who
exhibited courage and enlisted for this mission under Capt. Yeoman. The
first indication of the nature of their work was when all were given Confederate uniforms and thus they marched in a certain direction all through one
day up to midnight, when the captain told them that their mission was to capture Jefferson Davis, for whom a reward was offered by the Government,
amounting to $100,000. Although every man at this stage was given a
chance to retire from the pursuit not one gave up, and such was their diplomacy that they mingled every day with Confederate soldiers without having
their disguise penetrated, and each day a secret courier was sent back to
General Wilson, their commander.
The subsequent capture of Davis is a
matter of history and the prize money was distributed between the soldiers
of the 4th Michigan, the ist Wisconsin and Captain Yeoman's brave squad
of thirty-five men. Mr. Ferree took part in all the closing events of the war
in which his regiment participated and was honorably discharged at ColumAfter his return from the army he completed
bus, O., September 27, 1865.
his education and took a commercial course at Dayton, O., following which
Later for some years he
he taught one term of school in Shelby county.
was in the saw mill business in Shelby county and then took up farming and
continued until he retired from hard work.
Mr. Ferree was married September 29, 1870, to Miss Arvesta Line, who
was born in Shelby county and is a daughter of D. M. and Sarah A. Line.
and a granddaughter of Henry C. Line and of Solomon and Hannah (Rutman) Robeson. Mr. Ferree's paternal grandparents were Jacob and Elizabeth (LeFevre) Ferree, and the maternal, Haines and Elizabeth (Souder)
Dixon, the former of whom was a Methodist preacher. Mrs. Ferree was the
eldest born of her parents' family, the others being: Easton, Henry and
Charles S. Agnes I., who became the wife of Jacob Piper; Dewitt F., Ellwood S. and Morris Robison; and Olive May, who married Arthur T. Cul;

bertson.

Mr. and Mrs. Ferree have four children, all of whom occupy rather
prominent positions in life. The eldest son, Ernest Franklin, is a well known
attorney in Indiana. Judson A. is a successful physician of Dayton, O. He
married Minnie Connor and they have two children: Marjorie and Virginia.
Clarence E. is a man of scientific attainments and is professor of psychology,
Grace Agnes, the youngest, is a teacher in the
at Bryn Mawr College, Pa.
Mr.
school of domestic science at the Ohio State University at Columbus.
and Mrs. Ferree were reared in the Methodist faith and attend that church.
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Mr. Ferree is a republican and for nine years served as a justice of
He is a Knight Templar Mason, attached to the Commandery at
the peace.
Politically

Sidney, O.

ORLA

A. BAKER, who is one of the substantial men of Shelby county,
owner of two farms aggregating 204 acres, situated in Perry townand a member of the firm of Baker & Harris, implement dealers at Port
Jefferson, O., is one of the enterprising young business men of this section.
He was born on his father's farm in Perry township, August 31, 1881, and
The father died in
is a son of Martin A. and Christena (Smith) Baker.
February, 1909, but the mother survives and resides at Jackson Center. The
O., the
ship,

family consisted of three children: Ida, who is the wife of Cory Hoak; Orla
and Elza A.
In the public schools of Perry township Orla A. Baker secured his
education, after which he became interested in agricultural pursuits and
successfully carried on farming and moderate stock raising, confining himself to the same until 1910, when he became interested additionally at Port
Jefferson and since March 1, 1912, he has been the senior member of the firm
of Baker & Harris. This firm carries a full line of hardware and handles all
kinds of agricultural implements. While Mr. Baker cannot be regarded as a
politician, he is a stanch democrat and gives loyal support to his party's
candidates and without asking for political preferment for himself.
On December 31, 1903, Mr. Baker was married to Miss Ella E. Zedeker,
who was born in Shelby county and is a daughter of Oliver and Margaret
(Lawhead) Zedeker. Mrs. Baker has one brother, Clyde. Mr. and Mrs.
Baker have one son, Ralph Emerson, who was born May 3, 1906. They are
members of the Disciples church. He is connected with the Knights of
Pythias at Maplewood, and with the Knights of Khorasan at Sidney, O.
A.,

ORRIN

C. STALEY, who resides on his well improved farm of 100
acres which lie in Salem township, additionally, in partnership with his
brother, Roger W., owns a valuable tract of thirty-eight acres, situated in
Perry township, and is one of the well known men of Shelby county, belong-

ing to a family established here by his grandfather eighty-one year ago. He
was born in Salem township, Shelby county, O., east of Port Jefferson, January 17, 1 87 1, and is a son of Oliver C. and Anna (Cargill) Staley.
Oliver C. Staley was born in Shelby county in 1847, a son of William
Staley, who was born in Montgomery county, O., in 182 1, and came with his
father, John Staley, to Salem township, this county, in 183 1.
In 1844 William Staley married Barbara Harshbarger, daughter of Jonas and Hettie
(Jacobs) Harshbarger and they had four children. In 1869 Oliver C. Staley
married Anna Cargill and two sons were born to them Orrin C. and Roger
W. The mother of these sons still lives on the homestead on section 20, Salem
township, but the father died in February, 191 1. He was a representative
man in his township and county, was a school teacher in his youth and later
served in numerous township offices and for four years was county treasurer.
:

MAKTIX

QI'
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Orrin C. Staley attended the public schools in Salem township and afterward, for four years, the schools of Port Jefferson. Both he and brother
early began to give practical assistance on the farm and after their school days
were over the entire management was turned over to them. During the
mother's lifetime the homestead of 209 acres belongs to her but, by the terms
of the father's will, the sons are expected to finally come into the property.
Mr. Staley is an enterprising and intelligent farmer and takes pride in keeping his place in fine condition. His father was one of the organizers and was
president of the Farmers Telephone Company and Mr. Staley is a member
of its board of directors and one of the stockholders.
On September 20, 1893, Mr. Staley was married to Miss Blanche Leapley,
who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of Otho H. and Mary (Stone)
Leapley.
Mrs. Staley has three brothers and one sister: Charles E., Quinn,
Mr. and Mrs. Staley
J. R., and Anna, who is the wife of A. N. Wooley.
have three children Lova, Homer and Mary, all of whom are being given
every advantage in the power of their parents. In politics Mr. Staley is a
democrat but in local matters exercises discretion in casting his vote. He
has served in the councils of his party on several occasions and has long
been a member of the school board. Fraternally Mr. Staley confines his interest to the order of Odd Fellows and is identified with the lower branch at
Port Jefferson and the Encampment at Sidney. With his family he attends
and gives a liberal support to the Baptist church at Sidney.
:

HON. MARTIN

QUINLISK, a retired farmer now residing at Sidney, O., occupying his comfortable residence ot No. 433 S. Main street, is one
of the leading men of Shelby county and for many years was active and useful
in public office.
He was born in Ireland, August 1, 1845, ar>d is a son of
Patrick and Catherine (Gleason) Quinlisk.
In 1848 the parents of Mr. Quinlisk came to America and for several years
they lived on a farm in Butler county, O., in 1852 coming to Shelby county
and renting a farm in Orange township for ten years. Patrick Quinlisk then
bought a farm in Green township, containig 120 acres and continued to live
He and wife
there until the close of his life, when aged about sixty years.
were members of the Catholic church.
Martin Quinlisk was only a boy when his father rented land in Orange
township, and he became so attached to that place that in later years he bought
He attended school when his father
the same farm, containing 160 acres.
could spare him and helped to clear and drain the Green township farm. He

owns 230 acres all located in Orange township and carried on farming and
stock raising until in February, 191 1, when he came to Sidney. He has always
been a stanch democrat and an effective party worker and in 1893 was elected
a member of the board of county commissioners and served until September
He served also on the fair
19, 1900, a period of six years and nine months.
board for four years, for three years being president of that body. His party
had higher honors still for Mr. Quinlisk, in the spring of 191 2 placing him on
the democratic ticket for state representative, and his election followed in
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November, 19 12.

Mr. Quinlisk is admirably qualified for high public office,
being a man of superior judgment and of known personal integrity.
In 1877 Mr. Quinlisk was married to Miss Elizabeth Maloney, who was
born in Miami county, O. They are members of the Catholic church and Mr.
Quinlisk belongs to the fraternal order of' Knights of Columbus.

PAUL HARRIS, who

is one of the younger business men of Port Jefferof the firm of Baker & Harris, dealers in hardware and
farm implements, was born on his father's farm in Logan county, O., April
He is a son of John W. and Matilda (Shick) Harris.
4, 1888.
The Harris and Shick families are representative ones in Logan county
and the older members had much to do with the making and carrying out of
laws and statutes for the general welfare. Like other pioneer families of their
day they engaged in road making and school and church building and made
law abiding communities in which to rear children who now reflect honor on
them.
John W. and Matilda Harris had the following children born to
them Emmett, Elizabeth, Iva, Chester and George.
Paul Harris was reared and educated in Logan county and mainly spent
his time on the home farm prior to March 1, 19 12, when he came to Port
The firm of Baker and
Jefferson and entered into his present partnership.
Harris handles both shelf and heavy hardware and all the leading makes of
agricultural implements, and their patronage comes from a wide surrounding

son, junior

member

:

territory.

In politics Mr. Harris is a democrat but is no seeker for office as at present he finds his time sufficiently employed with his own business problems.
Fraternally he belongs to the Knights of Pythias and he was reared in the
Methodist faith. He is an enterprising young man in his business relations
and through a pleasing personality has many friends in social life.

WYANT

A. DE WEESE, who is operating his wife's farm of eighty
which is a part of the Gearhart estate and lies in Perry township,
Shelby county, O., is one of the best known and highly regarded citizens of
the county in which for over twenty-five years he has been a successful school
teacher.
The De Weese name is well known throughout Shelby county in
other connections for the family has long been one of sturdy character in this
section.
He was born on the land that his grandfather entered from the
Government as early as 1804, on October 1, 1867, and is a son of Leonidas and
Margaret (Thompson) De Weese.
Leonidas De Weese was born on his father's pioneer farm in Perry
His first marriage was to
township, and now lives retired at Sidney, O.
Margaret Thompson, who died January 18, 1891, and she was the mother of
eight children, namely: Laura D., who married A. L. Gibbs; Hamilton G.
Wyant A.; Thornton N.. who died September 25, 1910; Hattie M., who married A. C. Dill Lagurna, who married W. L. C. Sturm Bertha, who married
O. S. Vance; and Thurman G.. who is a bookkeeper in a bank at Norwalk, O.
The setond marriaee of Mr. De Weese was to the widow of his brother, N.
acres,

;

;
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Weese, Mrs. Mary Ellen De Weese, who died in February, 191 1 and
the third marriage was to Lucy Mowen, and they now reside at Sidney.
Wyant A. De Weese completed the common school course and then entered the Normal School at Ada, O., where he prepared for the profession of
teaching, receiving his first certificate from A. B. C. Hitchcock. Since 1866
he has spent a part of every year in the educational field, mainly in Shelby
county but also in Logan county, and in every neighborhood he finds a
friendly welcome from some who have, at one time or another, profited under
;

his instruction.

M

On February 14, 1897, r De Weese was married to Miss Marilla Geardaughter of Anthony and Elizabeth A. (Burditt) Gearhart. They
were Ohio people and the father of Mrs. De Weese was born in Miami county and the mother in Hancock county.
The latter resides in the home of
Mr. and Mrs. De Weese, the father having died some years since. They had
two children Marilla and George L., the latter of whom owns eighty-four
Mrs. De Weese is a member of
acres of excellent land in Perry township.
-

hart, a

:

Politically he is a stanch democrat, as is
the Methodist Episcopal church.
his father, and he has served two terms as township trustee and on many
occasions has been chosen as an official of educational organizations.
His
only fraternal connection is with the Knights of Pythias at Ouincy.

SAMUEL MILLER,

whose three tracts of land, all lying in Perry townaggregate 170 acres, is one of the well known and representative men of
and belongs to an old and respected Ohio family. He was born
in Perry township, Shelby county, August 26, 1850, and is a son of Henry R.
and Catherine (Beasley) Miller. Henry R. Miller and wife came to Perry
During his
township, from near Springfield, O., where they had married.
early married life he followed the blacksmith trade but afterward became
a farmer and both he and wife died here and their burial was at Cedar Point.
They had three children: Samuel; John; and Mary, who is the wife of John
Doren.
Samuel Miller attended the district schools in boyhood and then gave his
father assistance on the home farm until his own marriage at the age of
twenty-two years. After that event he rented farm land for over twelve
years and then purchased the 100-tract on which his son Charles now
resides.
He inherited sixty acres from his father and subsequently purchased twenty additional acres. His land is devoted to general agriculture but
Mr. Miller no longer is active in carrying on the farm industries, his son and
a son-in-law very capably bearing the responsibilities.
On June 27, 1872, Mr. Miller was married to Miss Nancy Jane Young, a
daughter of Samuel and Jane (Johnston) Young. Mr. and Mrs. Young's
children were: Lucinda, Ellen, Elizabeth, Margaret, Nancy Jane, Retta Jane,
James and Frank. To Mr. and Mrs. Miller three children have been born,
namely: Charles, who was married first to Ola Jenkins and after her death to
Macey Mennier; Grace, who married Harvey De Weese and they have two
Mr.
children Roy and Millard and Jennie Catherine, who resides at home.
ship,

this section

:

;
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Miller and family are active members of the United Brethren church.
In
politics Mr. Miller, like his late father, is a republican and has served his
township in local offices. He has been particularly interested in the public
schools and in forwarding the movement for good roads.

JAMES DEWEESE,

ROBISON
who is a well known citizen of Shelby
county, O. and a prominent resident and substantial farmer of Perry township
owns 136 acres, of very fine land. He was born on this farm, and is a son
of Newton William and Sarah Jane (Thompson) DeWeese.
Newton William DeWeese was born in Miami county, O., but for many
years was a farmer in Shelby county and died here in advanced age.
His
first marriage was to Sarah Jane Thompson, who was born in Shelby county,
of Virginia parents.
To this marriage the following children were born:
John Bunyan, deceased; Smallwood Thompson, deceased; Robison James;
Lewis McKelvey; Margaret Susannah, wife of David N. Spiece; and Sarah
Jane, wife of Benjamin F. Struble. After the death of his first wife, Newton DeWeese married Elizabeth Epler and two children were born to them
Leota E., who is the wife of Jacob B. Strayer; and Erma, who died young.
The family belonged to the Baptist church and the burial of the parents was
Glenn cemetery at Port Jefferson, O.
Robison J. DeWeese attended the district schools and afterward worked
for his father on the home place for three years.
He then embarked in the
hardware business at Port Jefferson, where he continued for twenty years
and for two years was in the same business at Piqua, and for one year,
engaged in manufacturing elbows for tin spouting, being a tinner by trade.
Finding an advantageous opportunity to dispose of this business he sold and
in 1904 returned to the home farm, purchasing the interests of the other heirs
in the same and ever since has devoted himself to agricultural pursuits here.
In 1 89 1 Mr. DeWeese was married to Miss Sarah Margaret Dutton,
who was born in Shelby county. Her parents were Thomas and Mary (Field)
Dutton, natives of England, the father being a miller by trade. Mr. and Mrs.
Dutton had the following children: Frances, who is the widow of Abraham
Allabaugh; Mary A., who is the wife of John W. Baker; William, who served
in

war, died shortly after its close; Edward, who is deceased; Elizawho is deceased; Sarah Margaret, who is the wife of Mr. DeWeese and
who married D. F. Moreland of Sidney. Mr. and Mrs. DeWeese have
two children Mae Agnes, and Roy Newton, residing at home, the latter being
a member of the senior class in the Sidney high school.
In politics Mr. DeWeese is a democrat and at present is treasurer of
Perry township and for five years was a member of the school board in this
township. He is president of the Farmers Telephone Company and is a member of its board of directors. For many years he has been identified with the
Odd Fellows at Port Jefferson and belongs to the encampment at Sidney.
in the Civil

beth,

Laura,

:

DAVID
who owns
county,

T.

CLINEHENS,

6,

one of the prominent

men

of Perry township,

farm of 100 acres on which he resides, was born in Shelby
1853, and is a son of George and Eva (Muth) Clinehens.

the fine
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George Clinehens was born in Baden, Germany, where he was reared and
from there came to the United States before his marriage. He was a farmer
all his life, for many years being a respected resident of Dinsmore township,
Shelby county, where his death occurred, and his burial was by the side
of his wife in Pearl cemetery at Swanders, O. They were members of the
Reformed church. The following children were born to them: Nicholas,
deceased; Mary, wife of George Wenger; Conrad; George, deceased; Elizabeth, wife of W. R. Park; John; David T. and Philip R., deceased.
David T. Clinehens attended the district schools through boyhood and
then worked for his father on the home farm until he was twenty-two years
old when he started out for himself, buying the interests of the other heirs
in the homestead, which he held until 1902 when he sold it and bought a onehalf section in Salem township. After living there for six years he sold and
then bought his present farm from Thomas Kiser. After improving to some
extent and remodeling the farm residence, Mr. Clinehens now owns one
of the most attractive homes on the Dingman turnpike road. He has other
property north of Sidney and also is a stockholder in the Farmers Telephone
Company.
In 1880 Mr. Clinehens was married to Miss Ida J. Lochard, who was born
in Champaign county, O., a daughter of Thomas and Eliza (Ellis) Lochard.
Mrs. Clinehens had two brothers and one sister: John W., Isaac A. and Ella,
who is now deceased and formerly was the wife of John Forry. To Mr. and
Mrs. Clinehens the following children have been born: Ada May; Warthen
Miller, who married Clara Clayton, died March 20, 191 1, they having two
children
Ralph C, and Ruth Luella; Charles E. Raymond W. Gertrude
Hazel and David Ellis.
The family belongs to the Methodist Episcopal
church.
Politically Mr. Clinehens is a democrat and has served in several
township offices, for two terms being a member of the school board, and for
two years turnpike superintendent.
;

—

GEORGE

;

;

GEARHART, who carries on general farming and stock
farm of eighty-four acres, which lies in Perry townShelby county, O., was born in this township, January 18, 1870, and is
the only son of Anthony and Elizabeth (Burditt) Gearhart.
The father,
who is now deceased, was born in Miami county, O., and the mother in Hancock county and the latter resides with her only daughter, Marilla, who is
the wife of Wyant A. DeWeese.
George L. Gearhart remained on the home farm assisting his father after
his school days were over, until he was twenty-three years old and then started
out for himself. He began by renting 164 acres in Perry township, which he
cultivated until his father died when he inherited his present farm of eightyfour acres and settled here.
Many improvements seemed desirable and as
rapidly as possible Mr. Gearhart brought them about, these including the
tiling of the land in many places, the remodeling of the barn and the erection
of a handsome residence with many modern comforts installed. He is a wide
awake, progressive fanner and is prosperous.
L.
raising on his valuable
ship,
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In December, 1892, Mr. Gearhart was married to Miss Lavina J. Fogt,
who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of John B. and Isabel (Ragan)
Fogt. They were farming people of this county and the father died on his
farm in Franklin township and his burial was in the Pearl cemetery. The
mother survives and is a resident of Pemberton, O. They had the following
children: Minnie, who is the wife of Frank Young; Elizabeth; Albert; Elmer;
and Bertha, who is the wife of Charles Knief. Mrs. Fogt subsequently married William Line and they have one daughter, Ona, who is the wife of W. J.
Foster.

Mr. and Mrs. Gearhart have two children: Gladys Ruth and Joy Marie.
attend the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Gearhart has always been
a democrat in his political preference, and fraternally is identified with the

They
F.

&

A. M. at Port Jefferson, O.

HENRY J. ZIMPFER, a very successful agriculturist and a well known
and highly respected citizen of Dinsmore township, Shelby county, resides on
his well improved farm of 165 acres, which lies two miles north of Anna, O.
He was born on this farm in 1875, and is a son of John and Margaret
(Beamer) Zimpfer. The family is of German extraction but both parents
were born in Ohio, the mother being a native of Franklin township this
For a number of years the father carried on fanning in Dinsmore
county.
township, where he was a leading member of the Lutheran church and a
highly respected man. His death occurred July 2, 191 2. On November 25,
1869, he married Margaret Beamer, who died November 14, 1912. and they
spent their entire married life in Dinsmore township.
They had four children Henry J., John, Jennie and Arthur, John and Arthur being deceased.
Henry J. Zimpfer secured his education in the public schools. He has
always resided on the home farm and learned all the practical details of farming under his father, and since the property came into his hands has not only
continued the old industries but has widened his interests, improved on old
methods and has made this one of the fine farms of the county.
Mr. Zimpfer was married in 1896 to Miss Mertie Boyer, and all their
children survive, the record being: James Arthur, born in 1S98; Thelma Ruth,
Sylva Ruberta, in 1903 Robert, in 1904, and Claude, in 1906. Mr.
in 1901
Zimpfer is giving them every advantage in his power and they are bright,
representative young Americans with every promise of usefulness in the
future.
Mrs. Zimpfer had four brothers and two sisters: John, William,
Elmer, Delia, Grace and one who died in infancy. Mr. Zimpfer and family
are members of the Lutheran church. Like his late father, Mr. Zimpfer is a
stanch democrat. He is treasurer of the Zimpfer special district school board.
:

;

;

WILLIAM C. BAKER, who

one of the valued citizens of Jackson townone and one-half miles south of Montra,
on the west side of the Hussey turnpike road, where are located his 200 acres
of well improved land.
He was born on this farm, July 22, 1847, and is a
son of Jefferson Baker and a grandson of Philip Baker.
ship, is a general

farmer and

is

lives
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Grandfather Philip Baker was born in Pennsylvania and when he came
He
first to Ohio he settled in Clark county, four miles from Springfield.
married Mary Elizabeth Kessler, whose parents were natives of Germany,
and their children were all born and reared in Clark county, namely George,
William, Jacob, Jefferson, James, Elizabeth, Sarah, Mary and Susan.
Of
the above family, Sarah lived to the remarkable age of ninety-three years.
Philip Baker died a few months before the birth of his son, Jefferson Baker.
His widow survived until 1869 and her burial was in the old cemetery at Port
:

Jefferson.

Jefferson Baker came into the world fatherless but he was blessed with a
careful mother and she gave him every educational advantage in her power.
He became a scholar, for those days, and taught school and penmanship,
being an expert with the old-fashioned goose quill, which has not been altogether succeeded by the steel pen, there yet being found old fashioned
scriveners who prefer the flexible goose quill of long ago. Mr. Baker became
a fanner, acquiring eighty acres of the large property above alluded to, and
subsequently he purchased forty more acres and partly cleared his 120 acres
but did not survive into advanced age, his death occurring in his forty-fifth
year. His burial was in the Howell cemetery at Montra. In politics a stanch

democrat he was elected on the democratic ticket to the office of township
trustee and also served as school director. His marriage was with Margaret
Critten, who was born in Virginia, a daughter of William Critten.
She lived
to be fifty-four years of age and was the cherished mother of the following
children William C. Mary Elizabeth, who married Marion Rhynard and
they live at Ashley, Mich.; F. M., who died in May, 1909, in Michigan; John
H., who is a resident of Lake View, O. The youngest born, a son, died when
aged three years.
William C. Baker attended the district schools in Jackson township and
also a select school at Port Jefferson, and afterward followed farming on the
homestead during the summers and for thirteen terms taught school in the
winter seasons. During this time he married and afterward lived for one
winter on his father-in-law's farm in Perry township and then came on the
homestead. The present residence and barn were built by Mr. Baker's father
in 1870 but he has enlarged and improved them and completed the clearing
of the land and, as a business, carries on a general agricultural line. Very
often he has been called to positions of public responsibility and on the democratic ticket was elected county commissioner and served six years; served
two terms as land appraiser; was township clerk and a trustee of Jackson
township and for twenty-five years has served on the school booard. He is
interested in the Farmers Telephone Company.
Mr. Baker was first married to Miss Mary C. Thompson, a daughter of the
late James Thompson of Perry township.
She is survived by one son, Allen,
who married Alice Lefever. Mr. Baker's second marriage was to Miss
Eureka Schmidt, and to this union the following children were born Nora,
who is the wife of Clarence Steenrod, residing at Maplewood, O. Milton,
who is a resident of Maplewood, married Eva Clinehens; May, who lives at
:

;

:

;
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whom married Lillie Fogt and
Roscoe, who was a student at Harvard University,
Boston, who is a natural mechanic, is in the well digging and pump repairing
business at Montra; Ida, who lives at home; and Bessie and Clara who are
The family belongs to the Disciples church. He is identified
yet in school.
with the local Grange and with the K. O. T. M. Mr. Baker and family are
among the most representative people in this part of Shelby county.
home; Leo and Lina,

twins, the former of

the latter, Sidney Ailes

;

ALLEN

BAKER, general farmer and stock raiser, residing in Perry
township, where he owns a farm of eighty-four acres, was born October 16,
1874, in Jackson township, Shelby county, and is a son of William C. and
Mary (Thompson) Baker.
William C. Baker was a well known citizen of Shelby county. After the
death of his first wife, when their one child, Allen, was eighteen months old,
William C. Baker married Miss Eureka Schmidt, of Jackson township and
of German ancestry. To the" second union the following children were born:
Nora, wife of Clarence Steenrod; Milton, who married Effie Clinhens;
May; Leo and Lina, twins, the former of whom married a Miss Fogt, and the
latter, S. Ailes; and Boston, Ida, Bessie and Clara.
Allen Baker obtained a common school education and remained with his
father until he was twenty-one years of age, moving then to his present propIn November, 1896, he was married to Miss
erty, which was an inheritance.
Alice LeFevre, who is a daughter of Jacob and Delcina (Line) LeFevre.
The LeFevre family is one well known in Shelby county, substantial farming
people, and it is connected by marriage with a number of the other old families
of this section. Mrs. Baker had the following brothers and sisters: Edward,
who married Gertie Pulmere; William; James, who married Edna King; Warren, who is deceased, married Callie Baker; Minnie, who is the wife of Lafe
Vester; Lagurney, who is the wife of Elza A. Baker; and Cora, who is the
Mr. and Mrs. Baker have three children: Leroy
wife of Samuel Retter.
The family attends the Church of
Allen, Velma Alice and Mary Catherine.
In his political views, Mr. Baker is a democrat. He is a well known
Christ.
community
and should he carry out a plan
and highly respected citizen of this
he has under consideration, that of removing, early in 1913, to Salem township, this neighborhood will have lost a good resident and a reliable and
dependable man.
C. A. JACKSON, farmer; P. O. Sidney, O. son of Jesse S. and Mary E.
(Sturm) Jackson, was born on the 15th day of April, 1861, in Wabash
county, Ind. He is of German descent on his father's side and of Irish extracHis education is what could be obtained in the common
tion on his mother's.
For a
schools of his youth and by close application to his studies at home.
number of years he actively carried on the farming industry but, to some
degree, has shifted his responsibilities to the shoulders of his sons in later
years.
As a side line he has been writing insurance for a number of year c
and has the bulk of that business, locally. He is an active citizen, possessing
the confidence and esteem of those with whom his life lias been spent.
;
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Mr. Jackson has frequently been called upon to accept public office. For
four years he was a justice of the peace of Greene township, Shelby county,
In his views on public questions,
at the present time is township assessor.
he is a progressive republican.
Mr. Jackson married, June 18, 1885, to Miss Lucy E. Monroe, who was
born at Pemberton, O.. March 9, 1868. The following children have been
born to them, namely: Harry W., in 1886; Jesse C, in 1887; Mrs. Nora E.
Manning in 1888; James E. in 1890, died in 1891 Lee M., born in 1892;
Harvey, in 1894; Lyda R., in 1897; and Wilbur H. in 1902. Mr. Jackson
and his entire family are members of the Christian church at Palestine, O.,
and for many years he has been superintendent of the Sunday school. Fraternally, he is an Odd Fellow, identified with both the lower branch and
He is
the encampment, belonging also to the auxiliary order of Rebeccas.
a member of the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and its auxilliary, Ladies of
the Golden Eagle of the Improved Order of Redmen and the Modern Workand

;

;

men

;

of America.

DU

WALLACE

VALL, who, with his father, owns a valuable farm
S.
containing 163 acres, situated in Salem township, Shelby county, O., was born
on this farm, November 28, 1874, and is a son of Elias L. and Amanda
(Scott) Du Vail.
Elias L. Du Vail was born aiso in Salem township, October 2, 1848, and
is a son of Nimrod and Amassie (Le Fever) Du Vail, and was reared to an
agricultural

life.

He had two

Adeline, Sarah and Malissa.

brothers, Jacob and

Manford, and three

sisters,

In 1873 Elias L. Du Vail married a daughter of
their only child is Wallace S., of Salem

John and Nancy (Keith) Scott and
township.

Wallace

S.

Du

Vail worked for three years on the

home farm

after his

school days were over and then became a commercial traveler, going on the
road for the Standard Tie Company, of Detroit, Mich. He continued with

and afterward traveled for seven years far the Page
Fence Company, of Adrian, Mich., after which he returned to the farm and
ever since has taken a practical interest in general farming and stock raising.
Mr. Du Vail was married March 17, 1894, to Miss Clara Faulder, who
died September 19, 1900.
She was survived by two children, Hazel M. and
Bertha I., and the following brothers and sisters: Mrs. O. G. Shroyer, Frank
Faulder, Harry, William, Mrs. Elza Pence, John, Mrs. Charles Valentine.
Mrs. Dottie Bland and Wallace. Mr. Du Vail was married (second) in June,
1902, to Miss Ella M. Blue, a daughter of Henry Blue. Mrs. Du Vail had
two brothers William and George, both deceased, and two half sisters: Mrs.
DeWitt Bush, of Sidney, O., and Mrs. Gus Schnell. of Portland, Ore. Mr.
and Mrs. Du Vail have one daughter, Anna M. Nominally Mr. Du Vail is
a republican but exercises his own judgment when he casts his vote.
He
belongs to the Knights of Pythias lodge at Maplewood, as does his father.
that house for three years
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JOHN W. ZEDEKER, who
now

is

one of the best known citizens of Shelby

farm of 190 acres, which is situated in
Franklin township, came here thirty-eight years ago and has been a continuous
resident. He was born in Montgomery county, O., six miles north of Dayton,
O., February 18, 1836, and is a son of Jacob E. and Mary M. (Campbell)
county,

living retired

on

his

Zedeker.
a pioneer one of Montgomery county and the
John W. Zedeker was born on the old homestead there and remained
through life on the same place on which his parents settled in 1805, passing
away in his eighty-fifth year. He married Mary M. Campbell, who belonged
to an old family of Highland county. O., and the following children were
born to them: Eliza Jane, John W., Elizabeth, Mary, Sarah, Daniel S., Jacob
They were among the founders of the Dunkard faith
E., Martha and Julia.
in Montgomery county and were liberal in church support.
Zedeker
had
district school advantages in boyhood and from
W.
John
youth took part in the farm industries, which he found congenial, and continued throughout all his active life. In 1874 he came to Franklin township,
Shelby county, at which time he purchased his present farm from William

The Zedeker family was

father of

Bryant.

On August
berg,

Mr. Zedeker was married to Miss Mary BrandenMontgomery county, a daughter of Samuel and Cathwho came to Shelby county when Mrs. Zedeker

20, 1862,

who was born

in

erine (Brewer) Brandenberg,

old.
Samuel Brandenberg was born in Maryland and his wife
Virginia.
They had the following children: Louis, Betsey, Samuel.
Dorothy Ann, Christiana, Joseph, Catherine and Mary. They were members
Mr. and Mrs. Zedeker have two sons:
of the German Reformed church.
Oliver C. and George W. The former is a resident of Salem township and
has one daughter, Ella, who is the wife of Orla Baker and they have two children, Ralph and Clyde. The second son married Mattie YVess and they have
Mr. Zedeker and wife
five children: Ethel, Hazel, John, Wilbur and Charles.
Nominally he is a democrat but in
attend the German Reformed church.
many campaigns Mr. Zedeker has exercised his own judgment in casting his
vote but has always taken an interest in public matters and tried to be useful as
a citizen. For seven years he served as township trustee and has favored plans

was four years
in

for increasing the benefits of the public schools.
in the

He

is

one of the stockholders

Farmers Telephone Company.

HENRY

OUELLHORST, whose fine farm of 170 acres is situated
J.
one and three-fourth miles northwest of Kettlersville, in a desirable section
He
of Van Buren township, is a well known and highly respected citizen.
was born October 4, 1855, in German township, Auglaize county, O.. and is
a son of J. D. and Sophia (Neiter) Ouellhorst.
The parents of. Mr. Ouellhorst were born in Germany and both came to
A
the United States in their youth and were residents of New Bremen, O.
family of ten children was born to them and named as follows Henry,
Mary, Herman, Anna, Ferdinand, J. Henry, Minnie, Deidrick, William and
:
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Van Buren town-

and have had two children, Sophia and Anna, the latter deceased; Anna,
is deceased, was the wife of Harmon Ollerman; Minnie, who is deceased,

F. C. Roettger; William, who is a resident of Kettlersville,
married Henrietta Bartenstein and Caroline is the wife of J. F. Roettger and
they live in Van Buren township. The others, with the exception of J. Herry,

was the wife of

;

are deceased.
J. Henry Quellhorst obtained a district school education and farming and
He inherited
stock raising have been his business and occupation ever since.
but forty acres of his valuable farm, purchasing that tract, but has made
Mr.
all the improvements here and they are of a very substantial character.
Quellhorst is a democrat in his political views and naturally takes pride in
He belongs to the
the great success of his party in the election of 1912.
all

Evangelical church at Kettlersville, O.

Mr. Quellhorst has never married.

WHITE, who

has been a lifelong resident of Green township,
J.
Shelby county, O., resides on the farm of eighty acres, situated ten miles
southeast of Sidney, on which he was born, in 1881, and is a son of G. M.
and Mary E. (Moore) White.
G. M. White was a native of Miami county, O., born in 1837, and came
to Shelby county witih his bride and lived on the present farm through a long
and worthy life, his death occurring in his seventy-second year. He married
Mary E. Moore, who resides on the homestead with her son, being now in
her sixty-fifth year. There were but two children W. E., who resides on an
adjoining farm; and J. E.
In the public schools of Green township Mr. White and brother secured
educational training and both then devoted themselves to farm pursuits, J. E.
White devoting his entire time and attention to the management, development and improvement of his farm, having sensible and practical ideas which
bring him very satisfactory results. He raises wheat, corn, rye and oats and
E.

:

enough stock for his own use.
Mr. White married Miss Maggie Minniear and they have one
In politics Mr. White is a democrat.

child,

Treva.

J. A. HELMAN, whose well improved farm of fifty acres lies two miles
east of Newport, O., on the south side of the Sidney and Newport road, running through Cynthian township, is serving as a member of the board of trustees of Cynthian township and otherwise is a representative citizen of this
section.
He was born in Indiana county, Pa., but in infancy was brought to
Ohio, his parents, Silas and Almina Helman, settling in Darke county, where
the father died. The mother survives and is a resident of Bradford, O.
He was
J. A. Helman attended school in both Darke and Miami counties.
seventeen years of. age when he came first to Cynthian township, which has
been his continuous home with the exception of five years when he lived at
Bradford, in Miami county. He purchased his excellent farm from the Carpenter heirs.
Although he found the land in good condition, Mr. Helman
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was not

satisfied

with the house and

its

surroundings and has made

many

He expended $200 in building an additional bed room and a
pantry, on the west side of his residence, and on the east side built a 32-foot
veranda, thereby adding greatly to its appearance. He also has laid cement
and gravel walks and driveways to all approaches. He carries on a general
agricultural line, including grain growing and stock raising and makes a
improvements.

specialty of potatoes.

Mr. Helman was married to Miss Mary Alice Cromer, who was born in
Harley
county, O., near Fletcher, and they have had six children:
H., Earl F., Ivan C, Leslie J., Agnes A. and Clarence S., the fifth born being
now deceased. Mr. Helman and family are members of the Church of the
Brethren. Politically he is a republican. For eight years he served as a member of the board of education of the Oran special school district, for two
years being clerk'of that body, and in March, 1912, was appointed township
trustee to serve out the unexpired term of the late James Wolaver.

Miami

THOMAS

L. HIGGINS, whose excellent farm of sixty-five acres is sitand one-half miles south of Sidney, O., was born March 2, 1873,
Creek township, Shelby county, O., and
is a son of the late
J. V. and Elizabeth (Dunn) Higgins, the former of whom
is now deceased, but the latter lives on the old Dunn homestead.
Thomas L. Higgins was educated in the public schools and ever since has
devoted himself to farming and stock raising, remaining on the home place
until his marriage, when he came to his present farm and occupied it for two
years and then moved into Miami county, where he rented farm land until
1907, when he returned and bought this place after renting it for five years,
Mr. Higgins is a careful, intelliit formerly belonging to his father-in-law.
gent, experienced farmer and his crops and stock compare very favorably with
any others in this section.
Mr. Higgins married Miss Eva Hauver, who is a daughter of the late
J. C. Hauver, who came here from Maryland and was a well known farmer in
Orange township. Mr. and Mrs. Higgins have four children Bessie, Howard,
Wayne and Catherine. In politics he is an independent voter and fraternally
he is connected with the Odd Fellows at Kirkwood.

uated

five

in the Russell Settlement, in Turtle

:

WALKER

ZIMPHER, one of the enterprising citizens and excellent
farmers of Perry township, Shelby county, O., now serving in his first term
as a member of the board of township trustees, is operating a farm of 100
acres, belonging to his father-in-law, J. J. Maxwell, and has other interests.
He was born in Shelby county, O., in 1872, and is a son of George and Susan
(Dill) Zimpher.
George Zimpher, who now lives retired at Pemberton, O., was a farmer in
Shelby county for many years and both he and wife were natives of the
county. Her death occurred in 1907. They had the following children John
Lewis; Hannah, wife of Elmer Killian; Clara, wife of Frank Spangy;
Walker; and Lucy, wife of Harry Wirick.
:
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during boyhood and youth and since then
has been engaged in agricultural pursuits, after reaching manhood working
for two years for his father, and, following that, operated rented land until
1910, when he took charge of Mr. Maxwell's farm which he is conducting
along modern methods, with good results.
Mr. Zimpher was married October 20, 1892, to Miss Maude Maxwell, a
daughter of J. J. and Elizabeth (Key) Maxwell, and they have four children:
Harry, who is employed by a telephone company; Bonnie, who, with her
sister Helen, attends school; and Mabel, who is the youngest and still at
home. Mr. Zimpher and family are members of the Methodist Episcopal
church. Politically he is a democrat and fraternally is an Odd Fellow, belonging to the order at Quincy and the Encampment at Rosewood. Mr. Zimpher
is one of the stockholders in the Farmers Telephone Company.
to school

JOHN

W. HERRING, who is one of the reliable and representative men
of Salem township, Shelby county, O., resides on his excellent farm of 114
acres which he devotes to general agriculture.
He was born in Salem township, August 23, 1859, and is a son of Alexander and Sarah (Studebaker)
Herring.

Alexander Herring was a prosperous farmer and well known man in
Salem township, where, for many years he also followed threshing. Both
he and wife died here and their burial was at Port Jefferson. Their surviving children are all well known and respected people and mainly residents
of Shelby county Henry; Isaac; Thomas; John \Y. Laura, who is deceased,
was the wife of William Frey; Bell, who is the wife of Frank Smith; Clara,
who is the wife of Byrl Roach; Daniel; and Jennie, who is the wife of R. O.
Weeks.
After his school days were over John W. Herring gave his father assistance on the home farm until he was thirty-eight years of age, at which time
he came to his present property on which he has made many substantial
:

;

improvements.

On March

13,

1898, Mr. Herring was married to Miss Louie Arthur,

who was born in Stokes township, Logan county, O., a daughter of John N.
and Mary R. (Taylor) Arthur. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur now live at Lake View,
Logan county, he having been a farmer during all his active life. Their
family consisted of the following children: Arnold; Malissa, wife of Nicodemus Preston; William Thomas Mrs. Herring; Libby, deceased, who was
the wife of Samuel Kemp; Austin, who is deceased; and Orlando.
Three
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Herring: Wesley Van; Karl, who died
when aged two years and seven mdnths and Marion Robert. Mr. and Mrs.
Herring are members and liberal supporters of the Christian church, of which
Mr. Herring is a trustee. He was reared an old-time democrat but is a man
who studies political questions for himself and is apt to vote entirely as his
own judgment dictates, but in any event, whichever way he decides, he is a
quiet, law supporting citizen.
in

;

;

;
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W. THOMPSON, who

operates his father's farm of 258 acres, situated
nine miles southwest of Sidney, O., in a pleasant part of Washington townShelby county, was born in this township and is a son of Freeborn and
J.

ship,

Mary (Flynn) Thompson, who have
family contained three children

:

lived retired at

J. B.,

R.

W. and

The
named being

Piqua since 1909.

J. E.,

the last

deceased.

Since the end of his school days, R.

engaged

in agricultural pursuits

on

W. Thompson

this place,

has been continuously
having no particular specialties

but following both farming and stock raising. The Thompsons have all been
farmers since the family was established here in 1818.
R. \V. Thompson married Miss Edna C. Burnett and they had one daughter, Nina E., who died when a babe of eight days.
In his political sentiments
Mr. Thompson has always been a republican and has been active and useful as
a citizen and at present is serving as a member of the township board of
trustees.

WILLIAM

F. SALM, a leading citizen of Clinton township, Shelby
county, O., a member of its board of trustees, is one of the representative
business men of Sidney, being associated here in the furniture line with his
father.
He was born at Sidney, O., July 1, 1876, and is a son of Fred and
Catherine (Drescher) Salm.
There are few better known or more highly respected men in Shelby
county than Fred Salm, who, for forty-seven continuous years has been in the
furniture business at Sidney, and also, is the senior member of the firm of
Salm & Taylor, undertakers.
William F. Salm was reared at Sidney and was educated in the parochial
Immediately afterward
school belonging to Holy Angels' Catholic church.
he entered his father's store and learned the furniture business in every detail
and later became his assistant in the undertaking business and holds an
The quarters occupied are situated on West Poplar
embalmer's license.
street, Sidney, where the largest display of fine furniture is afforded the public
The business policy continues the same which has brought
in the county.
prosperity for almost a half century.
Mr. Salm was married to Nora Knapke, who was born at Coldwater, O.,
and they have three children Mary Elizabeth, John William and Richard
Louis.
Mr. and Mrs. Salm are members of the Catholic church and he is
identified with the Knights of Columbus and with the Elks.
He is one of the
township's influential democrats and is serving in his second term as trustee.
:

WALDO

M. GAINES, M. D., physician and surgeon, at Pemberton, O..
has been professionally established here since June, 1910, and has built up a
very satisfactory practice, and, as a permanent citizen, has identified himself
with the best interests of the place. After completing the high school course
at Covington, O., he entered the Ohio Northern University at Ada, and
subsequently the College of Physicians and Surgeons, at Indianapolis, Ind.,
where he was graduated in the class of 1905. For five years he was engaged
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Covington and from there came to Pemberton. Dr.
a son of Dr. Charles E. and Laura (Stevens) Gaines, the former
has been engaged in medical practice at Covington for twenty-five

in medical practice at

Gaines
of

is

whom

The other two members of the family are residents of Covington,
namely: Mabel, wife of Clifford Townsend, and Theodora.
In 1908 Dr. Waldo M. Gaines was married to Miss Lena Brown, who was
born in Miami county, O., a daughter of William and Mary (Tobias) Brown.
The father of Mrs. Gaines was a contractor in Miami county and died there.
She has one sister and one brother: Cora, who is the wife of George Thompson; and Edward. Dr. and Mrs. Gaines have one daughter, Mary Frances.
They attend the Methodist Episcopal and Baptist churches. Dr. Gaines is
years.

identified with the leading medical organizations of the county,

can in his political views, and fraternally
Pythias at Covington.

is

is

a republi-

connected with the Knights of

GEORGE STENGEL, who is one of the substantial citizens of Franklin
township, Shelby county, O., owns a valuable farm of ninety-five acres and a
comfortable residence at Sidney, O., situated on the corner of St. Mary's and
Maple streets. Mr. Stengel was born on this farm, December 31, 1856, and
is a son of John M. and Sarah (Schiff) Stengel.
John M. Stengel and wife are both deceased. They were well known
and highly respected people of Franklin township and the following children
were born to them: Michael, who is deceased; Mary, who is the wife of J. P.
Fogt; Barbara, who is the wife of John Brightweaser Lena, who is the wife
of Joseph Beemer; Sophia, who is the wife of Andrew Bertsch; Caroline,
who is the wife of L. F. Fogt; Margaret, who is the wife of Solomon Staley;
and George.
George Stengel attended the district schools when he was a boy and early
began to give his father assistance on the farm and has continued to be
interested in farm industries all his life. His property is valuable, the location
of his farm being a favorable one as regards transportation and under his
methods is as productive as any land in Franklin township.
On September 22, 1882, Mr. Stengel was married to Miss Nancy Arena
Shaffer, who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth
Blakely) Shaffer. To Mr. and Mrs. Stengel the following children have
been born, all of whom survive Edward, who married Anna Davis and they
have three children Mary, Viola and Agnes; Lewis Franklin; Elizabeth,
who is the wife of Ira Slusser and they have three children Irene, Unice
and Gale; Bonnie, who is the wife of James Taylor and they have one child,
Ileen; and Ora, who is the wife of Clarence Sturm and they have one child
Mr. Stengel and wife were reared in the
Lois; and Walter and Milton.
Lutheran faith and they and children belong to this church. Like his father
before him, Mr. Stengel is a democrat.
;

(

:

—

HON. WILLIAM
1876

until 1882,

—

C.

was born

WYMAN,
in

probate judge of Shelby county from

County Wexford, Ireland, September

29, 1832,
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his homesick, boyish eyes rested last on the
green shores of his native land_ from the ship Keying, that was bearing him
America. He left his parents,
promise
across
the sea
of
that
land
away to
Patrick Cousins and Mary (Furlong) Wyman, behind, and they spent many
more years there, the father dying when aged ninety years and the mother
when still five years older.
As a cabin boy, with his brother John, on the brig Keying, bound from
Liverpool to Newburyport, Mass., with a load of salt, William C. Wyman
no doubt learned many hard lessons of life before land was reached. John
Wyman later was given charge of one of Captain Cushing's vessels and again
went to sea, but William started to complete his education in what was known
When he left school he once more
as the West Male Grammar School.
became cabin boy on a vessel which sailed from Beverly, Mass., to Charleston,
S. C, reaching port after a fearful struggle with the elements off Cape HatLater he once more went to sea, making two more trips across the
teras.
Atlantic ocean, between Charleston and Liverpool. By this time he was tired
of the sea and through a happy combination of circumstances, was led to find
his way to Cincinnati, O. There his first work was done as a clerk in a grocery
store and afterward he learned the plastering trade and followed that until
Chance brought him to Sidney and fortunately he was pleased with
1853.
the good people he met and with the evidences of thrift and business opportunity and shortly afterward came here as a permanent resident, becoming
a contracting plasterer and gradually acquired not only a heavy financial standing but became a citizen who was justly regarded with confidence and esteem.
In
In 1876 he was elected probate judge and served six continuous years.
1884 -he was elected a trustee of Clinton township and in 1885 was elected
mayor of Sidney and served through two years, also becoming librarian of the
For many years he served as a
public library, continuing for eight years.
justice of the peace and more recently has been health officer of Sidney.
Judge Wyman was active also during the Civil war and served as lieutenant
of the military organization known as the "Squirrel Hunters."
On October 6, 1856, Judge Wyman was married to Miss Ellen E. Ryan,
who was born and educated in Boston, Mass., and was the first teacher in the
Catholic school at Sidney. She is a daughter of John S. and Bridget Ryan.
Judge and Mrs. Wyman have five children living: Mollie, Nellie, Celia, Sidney
and Charles. The second born, John, died in young manhood, when just
ready to be admitted to the bar. During his whole life Judge Wyman has
been a democrat in politics and a Roman Catholic in religious faith. He is a
very versatile man and, among h'S other capacities, at one time added school
teaching, being a very acceptable substitute teacher on one occasion in Orange
township. At present he is a notary public and is engaged in the insurance
business, including fire, plate glass' and accident protection.

and was eleven years old when

—

PRESTON
his

time

in

HUNT,

who is a well-known resident of Plattsville, O.,
R.
lived for the past eighteen years, pleasantly occupies a part of
overseeing the industries successfully carried forward on bis

where he has
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valuable farm of 143 acres, which adjoins the village. He was born in Green
township, Shelby county, O., one mile south of Palestine, December 25, 1845,
and is a son of Heman R. and Anna (Conover) Hunt.
Heman R. Hunt was one of the pioneer settlers of Shelby county. He
was born in Butler county. O.. and became a permanent resident of Shelby
county in 1832, always afterward following farming and stock raising on his
original farm until the close of his lite, when aged seventy-five years, being
survived by his wife for five years. They had but two children: Preston R.
and his brother, Bruce S., who is a physician at Sidney.
Preston R. Hunt obtained a district school education, reading, writing and
arithmetic being its main elements, and afterward, for a short time before
settling down to farming, taught school in Green township.
For many years
he carried on extensive operations by himself on his large acreage but for
some years all heavy responsibilities have been turned over to his son.
Mr. Hunt married .Miss Rosannah Search and they have five children:
Mrs. Florra F. Cornell, of Orange township; Charles Walter, who married
Clara Martin: Viola, wife of L. L. Knoop; Kate J., wife of Findley Webster

Brown and Heman

Earl,

who

resides at

home.

In politics Mr.

Hunt and

sons are republicans. At times he has consented to serve in public office and
for ten years was clerk of the Board of Education and for seven and one-half
years was township clerk. Mr. Hunt is a member of the Universalist church.

ROGER

W. STALEY. Perhaps there is no old family name better
or more highly respected in Salem township than that of Staley, which
has been familiar here for eighty-one years. Roger W. Staley, who resides
on his farm of 109 acres and has a one-half interest in a thirty-eight acre
tract lying in Perry township, is a member of this family, the younger of
two sons born to his parents, Oliver C. and Anna (Cargill) Staley. His birth
took place at Port Jefferson, June 20, 1874.
Oliver C. Staley was born in Shelby county in 1847, a son of William
Staley, who was born in Montgomery county, O.. in 1821, and came with his
In 1844 William Staley
father, John Staley, to Salem township in 1831.
married Barbara Harshbarger, a daughter of Jonas and Hettie (Jacobs)
Harshbarger and they had four children. In 1869 Oliver C. Staley married
Anna Cargill, the latter of whom still lives and occupies the old homestead
of 209 acres, situated on section 20 Salem township. The death of the father
occurred in February, 1911. He was a representative citizen of this section,
was a school teacher in his youth and later served in numerous township
offices and for four years was county treasurer.
After his school days Roger W. Staley assisted his father on the home
farm and later, with his older brother. Orrin C. Staley, took entire charge of
it.
The only heirs are the two sons. Mr. Staley is an energetic and progresIn 1900 lie began the breeding of
sive farmer and a well informed citizen.
draft horses and thoroughbred Duroc Jersey hogs and at the present time is
one of the most active and successful breeders in his community.
On December 27,. 1896, Mr. Staley was married to Miss Grace Inskeep,

known
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who was born

Perry township, a daughter of Joseph and Ellen (Lindley)
Inskeep, both now deceased. The other members of their family were Nettie, wife of John Dingman
Jerry; Minnie, wife of Dr. J. E. Johnston, of
Piqua; Bertha, wife of John R. Bentley; Charles and Grace. To Mr. and
Mrs. Staley two children have been born Laird and Kenneth. Mr. Staley
and family are members and supporters of the Baptist church at Sidney. They
are hospitable people and have a wide circle of friends in this section.
In
politics Mr. Staley is a democrat as ha ,r e been the older members of the family
in

:

;

:

for generations.

FRANK G. HENEISEN, who is a successful general farmer residing in
Dinsmore township, where he owns 160 acres of very fine land, situated one
and one-half miles southeast of Botkins, O., was born in 1879, in Van Buren
township, Shelby county, and is a son of Martin and Ellen (Gibson) Heneisen.
Martin Heneisen, like many other well known and respected men of
Shelby county, was born in Germany. He came to this section a young man
and was married to Ellen Gibson, who was born in Shelby county. The following children were born to them: Catherine, who is the wife of George
Smith and they live at Dayton, O. Joseph, who died young; Phillip, who died
at the age of seventeen years; Rosa, who is the wife of Henry Sitzman, and
they live at Botkins, O. Mary, who died at the age of eight years Martin,
who is a soldier in the U. S. Army; Nora, who is a Catholic Sister in Mercer
county, O. and Frank G., who was the third in order of birth.
Since his school days, Frank G. Heneisen has followed farming and stock
raising, now owning the old homestead which he purchased from the other
heirs.
He is an enterprising and progressive agriculturist and understands
how to make his industries profitable. Mr. Heneisen married Miss Louise
Jakob, whose father was born in Germany and whose mother was born at
Minster, O. She was one of the following family: Caroline, Anna, Edward,
Antoinetta, Mayme, Frank, Louis, Rosa, Vincent, Frances, Urban and Louise.
Mr. and Mrs. Heneisen are members of the Catholic church. Politically he
is a democrat and possesses the confidence of his party, at present serving
as central committeeman for Dinsmore township.
;

;

;

;

LE

FEVRE. a highly respected retired farmer living at Port
M.
Jefferson, O., where he has a comfortable residence, owns also a fine farm of
eighty acres situated in Salem township, Shelby county, O., and on that farm

JACOB

May 31, 1843. His parents were Henry Jackson and Elenore
(Morgan) Le Fevre.
Henry Jackson Le Fevre was born in Warren county, O., and after marriage moved to Salem township, Shelby county, where he engaged in farming
After his decease his widow married Thomas Stewuntil his death, in 1848.
art.
To her first marriage four children were born Mary Jane, Morgan,
Tacob M. and Henry J. To her second marriage three children were born
John M., Millard F. and Ansel M.
Jacob M. Le Fevre attended the district school when he could be spared
he was born.

:
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from farm work. He was five years old when his father died and when yet
When the civil
a hey worked for two years on a farm in Warren county.
war broke out his step-father, a half brother, and two full brothers enlisted
and Jacob M. then came back to the homestead and remained helping his
mother until the close of the war and after her death purchased the property.
He is a self made man, few advantages having been afforded him in youth,
but in making his own way in the world he has found many friends and has
won the confidence and approval of those with whom lie has had business
Mr. be Fevre was twice elected a trustee of Salem township, on
relations.
the republican ticket, and also served usefully and efficiently as township supervisor and on the school board.
On December 20, 1866, Mr. Le Fevre was married to Miss Dulcinna Line,
a daughter of. Solomon Line, of Terry township, the other members of the
In Mr.
family being: Florence M.. Ella, Alice. Nancy. Esther and O. T.
and Mrs. Le Fevre the following children have been born: Edwin Justin.
William O., James T.. Jennie. Alice, wife of Allen Baker, Minnie, wife of
Lafe Vesper, Guernie, wife of Elza Baker, and Cora, wife of Sanford Retter.
Mr. Le Fevre and family attend the Disciples church. He belongs to the
Odd Fellows and attends lodge at Port Jefferson.

SAMUEL

M. KNOOP, who is one of the trustees of Salem township,
conducts a butcher shop at Port Jefferson, O., and also gives attention to his
valuable farm of 120 acres, situated in Salem township.
He was born in

Orange township, Shelby count}-, O., April 21, 1869, and is a son of John
and Margaret (Martin) Knoop. John Knoop, who still resides on his farm
in Orange township, was born in Miami county, O., and is a well known and
respected citizen. He was married first to Margaret Martin, who is deceased.
She was the mother of the following children: Samuel M., Lee, John, William, and Dora, wife of George Leckey.
Mr. Knoop's second marriage was
with Celia Burton.

Samuel M. Knoop obtained his education in the public schools and from
youth has been interested in farm pursuits. He carries on a general farming
line on his property in Salem township, deals to some extent in stock, also
bales hay and for the past two years has additionally been engaged in the meat
business at Port Jefferson.
Not only is be a man of business activitv and
ability, but he is also one who has been recognized as trustworthy by his fellow citizens and as a member of the township board of trustees carries business methods into public matters to the advantage of all concerned.
In November, 1891, Mr. Knoop was married to Miss Laura Fergus, who
was born in Shelby county and is a daughter of Joseph Fergus. Mr. and
Mrs. Knoop have eight children, namely: Ralph, Clifford, Grace, Arvesta.
Lloyd, Mary, Edna and John Joseph.
The family attends the Methodist
Episcopal church.
Politically he is a republican and fraternally is an Odd
Fellow, attending the lodge of this order at Port Jefferson.
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PHILLIP BONNORONT, whose

excellent farm of ninety acres lies onequarter mile east of Botkins, O., in a favorable section of Dinsmore township,
He
is one of the prosperous and progressive agriculturists of this section.
was born in 1870, in Shelby county, and is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Bier-

Bonnoront.
Jacob Bonnoront was born in Germany and for a number of years was
engaged in business at Botkins, O. He married Elizabeth Bierline, who was
of German ancestry but was born in Ohio, and ten children were born to them

line)

:

George, Jacob, John, Peter, Christian, Catherine, Caroline, Elizabeth, Lena
Phillip.
George married Mary Linker and they live at Botkins; Jacob
married Sophia Kflopestein, who is deceased; John married Mary Kies, who
is deceased, and lives in Dinsmore township; Peter lives at Wapakoneta, O.,
and married Dora Kaylor; Christian married Emma Seitz and they live at
Botkins Catherine, who lives at Wapakoneta, is the widow of Frederick Alenbaugh; Caroline is the wife of Lawrence Thuman and they live in Auglaize
county; Elizabeth, who is deceased, is survived by her husband, William
Elsass; and Lena, who is the wife of William Boyer, lives in Dinsmore
township.
Phillip Bonnoront attended the public schools and afterward engaged in
business with his father at Botkins and later embarked in the same on his own
account and continued there for nine years, after which he bought the farm
on which he lives and here carries on general fanning and dairying. He

and

;

made

improvements here, which are excellent, fine substantial buildnecessary equipments, and all his operations are conducted along
modern lines and with much success.
Mr. Bonnoront married Miss Elizabeth Schuman, a daughter of William
and Barbara (Grau) Schuman, and they have three children: Gaylord, Corien
and Helen. Mrs. Bonnoront had the following brothers and sisters Caroline,
who married John King, lives in Dinsmore township; George, who married
Minnie Kentner, lives in Auglaize county; Louis, who married Louisa Ruck,
lives in Auglaize county; William, who married Louise Elsass, lives in the
same county; Henry, who married Anna Cooper, lives in Auglaize county;
and Amelia, who married Christian Elsass, and they also live in Auglaize
Mr. and Mrs. Bonnoront are members of the Lutheran church, of
county.
which he is treasurer and is also a deacon in the same. Politically he is a
democrat but the only public office he has accepted is membership on the school
board.
the

all

ings with

all

:

JOSEPH HUBER.
township, adjoining the
sentative citizen of this
politics although never
Auglaize county, O., in

whose valuable farm of 158 acres lies in Dinsmore
corporate limits of Botkins, on the north, is a represection and is something of a leader in democratic
a seeker for political prominence.
He was born in
185s, and is a son of Clement and Rosa (Weaver)

Huber.

The
America

parents of Mr.
in 1840,

and

Huber were

natives of

Germany and they came

lived for a time in Auglaize county, O.,

to

and afterward
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Shelby county. There were eight children in the family, of whom Mary,
Rosa and Matilda are deceased. Of the survivors: Catherine married FredBauer and they live at Botkins. Theresa married Joseph Koenig and

in

erick

they live in Auglaize county. Elizabeth is a sister in a convent at St. Joseph,
Philomena also chose a religious life and is a sister in a convent at
Missouri.
Phoenix. Arizona.
Joseph Huber was educated in the public and parochial schools and his
occupation has always been farming.
He received his property from his
father's estate, which he has improved until it is one of the finest farms in
this part of the county.
Mr. Huber is a member of the Catholic church
and for fourteen years has been treasurer of the same at Botkins. He is
unmarried.

WARD

SIMMONS, owner and proprietor of a grain
JLJDSON
Peinberton, O., and a dealer in coal and farm implements, is one of the well
known business men of Shell)}' county. He was born in Miami county, O.,
May iQ. 1875, and is a son of Benjamin Franklin and Rachel Jane (Sanders)
i

at

Simmons.
Benjamin Franklin Simmons and wife were born in Miami county and
reside there, well known and highly respected people, Mr. Simmons
engaging in farming and stock raising.
He is a democrat in his political
views and he and wife are members and liberal supporters of the Christian
church. The following children were born to them: Effie, who is deceased,
was the wife of A. E. Wilson; Judson Ward: Harry E.. who married Daisy
still

Miller: Frederick,

who married

Ella Lotz; and Charles,

who married Guirtude

Motter.
After leaving school, Judson

W. Simmons turned his attention to assisting
and remained on the farm until he was twenty years of age, when
he accepted a position as manager of a grain elevator at Fletcher, O., for the
Slauson Grain Company, of Picrua, and remained there for two years. He
then leased the Robert Hasting elevator at Botkins, O., continued there for
two years and then came to Pemberton and in 1900 purchased his present
plant of M. D. Burke and has continuously been engaged here, sometimes
alone and at others having partners, the firm style for a season being SimMr. Simmons finds time also to look after the
mons, Faulkner & Cook.
management of his two farms, the one in Jackson township containing 100
acres, and the second farm, in Perry township, comprising 160 acres, all
his father

valuable property.

On October 20 1897. Mr. Simmons was married to Miss Minnie
McKnight, a daughter of William J. and Mary J. McKnight. William J.
McKnight is a fanner in Miami county. His first marriage was to a Miss
To his
Bull and they had three sons Thomas J., William R. and Edward.
second marriage the following children were born Leota, Minnie, Lillian,
wife of Oral Walburn, and all are residents of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Simmons
have one daughter, Marjorie Aileen. They attend the Baptist church, Mr.
,

:

:

Simmons being one of

the church trustees.

In his political affiliation he

is

a
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democrat and has always been an active
ship has been more than once proved.
two terms as township treasurer.

citizen

He

FRANCIS MARION CLAYTON, who

.

is

and his usefulness to his townno office seeker but has served

successfully operates his father's

farm of 160 acres, situated in Perry township, belongs to old county families
which have been leading ones of this section for many years. He was born in
Jackson township, Shelby county, O., September 27, 1866, and is a son of
Henry and Lucy ("Stewart) Clayton.
Henry Clayton and wife were born and reared in Shelby county and now
They are members of the Methodist Episcopal
live retired at Pemberton, O.
church and their children were reared in this faith. They are five in number,
as follows: Dora, who is the wife of Albert A. Bell; Francis Marion; Reuben
Nelson; Elzina, who is the wife of Dr. Seth Rogers; and Merlie, who is the
wife of Harley Weatherhead.
Francis M. Clayton obtained his education in the public schools and then
engaged in farming until he was twenty-two years of age, after which, for
five years, he was concerned in the manufacturing of tile at Jackson Center,
as a member of the firm of Gross & Clayton.
After selling his interest there,
Mr. Clayton took charge of his father's farm and has continued here ever
since.
He carries on a general farming line and raises stock for his own use.
Mr. Clayton has always been identified with the republican party but takes
no active part in campaign work, his aim being to give support to those candidates who are best qualified to carry out the principles of government in
which he believes.
On January 24, 1889. Mr. Clayton was married to Miss Luella Littlejohn,
who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of George W. and Emily (Smith)
Littlejohn.
George W. Littlejohn is a retired farmer, was formerly postmaster at Jackson Center, O., and is a veteran of the Civil war, as is also the
father of Mr. Clayton. To Mr. and Mrs. Littlejohn the following children
were born: Harry; Denton; Luella; Ollie, wife of John H. Stahler; Orla;
Charles; Eva, wife of L. P. Heintz; and Nellie, wife of Clyde Runvon. To
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton four children have been born Homer, Eunice, Hollis
and Ralph, all surviving except Hollis. Mr. Clayton and family attend the
Methodist Episcopal church at Pemberton.
:

ISAAC MITCHELL WILKINSON, who owns
Perry township, containing 124 acres,

is

6,

one of the best farms in
one of the enterprising and progres-

young agriculturists of this section. He was born at Pemberton.
1885, and is a son of Joseph and Dorcas Ann (Lilley) Wilkinson.

sive

O.,

May

Joseph Wilkinson followed agricultural industries throughout his entire
accumulated a competency and was known as a man of sterling character.
a member of the Baptist church and at death his burial was in Cedar
Poin* cemetery in Perry township.
His first marriage was to Louisa Nutt
and she was survived by two children Anna and Nellie, the latter being the
His second marriage was to Dorcas Ann Lilley,
wife of W. E. Meyers.
life,

He was

:

NTS ALKXIS KSHMAN
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to

Mrs. Sallie

Ross.
Isaac Mitchell Wilkinson, after completing the common school course,
became actively interested in farming, taking possession of the ninety-three
acres which he inherited and adding thirty-three acres which he purchased
from G. H. Monroe. He has inaugurated many substantial improvements
on his place and is justified in feeling proud of its appearance and of the
productiveness of his land under his intelligent methods of cultivation.
In 1909 Mr. Wilkinson was married to Miss Tima Faye Halboth, a daughA. and Emma B. (Baughman) Halboth, the father of Mrs. Wilkinson being a merchant at Pemberton, O. She has one brother, Clay B. Mr.
and Mrs. Wilkinson have an engaging little daughter, Ruth Elizabeth. They
attend the Baptist church. As was his father, Mr. Wilkinson is a republican
in politics, and fraternally he is identified with the Masonic lodge at Port
Jefferson, O.
ter of J.

M. TOLAXD, whose well improved farm lies one mile north of Anna,
where he owns sixty-seven acres, situated in Dinsmore township, Shelby
county, was born in this county, in 1844, and is a son of E. B. and Nancy
Toland. E. B. Toland was born in Virginia, and his second wife, the mother
By two marriages E. B. Toland
of R. M. Toland, was a native of Ohio.
became the father of fifteen children, the survivors of his first union being:
John, Anna and Nancy, and of his second: Robert M., Alfred, George. James,
Prior to 1833 Mr. Toland followed farming
Charles, Susanna and Martha.
in Miami county, O.. and afterward in Shelby county, where he spent the rest
R.

O.,

of his life.
R. M. Toland worked on his father's farm until he was seventeen years
of age and then enlisted for service in the Civil war and for three years
performed every duty, dangerous or otherwise, that was assigned him. His
first captain was J. C. Frey, of Sidney, O., and under his leadership Mr.
Toland took part in the battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh and many others
equally serious, and was honorably discharged. Since the close of his military
service he has followed an agricultural life and is numbered with the prosperous farmers of Dinsmore township.
Mr. Toland married Miss Hannah Elliott, a daughter of Samuel Elliott,
and they have four children: Nellie, Clarence, Claude and Virgil, all living
Mr. Toland and
at home except Clarence, who is a resident of Piqua. O.
family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. In his political views
he is a republican.

HON. IRENUS ALEXIS ESHMAN,

probate judge of Shelby county.

and an honored resident and leading member of the Sidney bar, was born
September 5, 1870, on his father's farm in Loramie township, Shelby county,
O., and is a son of Francis J. and Margaret (Chaivre) Eshman.
The father of Judge Eshman was born in Switzerland, grew up there
and entered the Swiss army and after bis obligatory service was over and
O.,
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he had received his honorable discharge, in 1842 he came to America. His
first home in the United States was at Massillon, O., and from there he moved
and in March, 1865, came to Shelby county, and purchased
a farm in Loramie township on which he lived during the remainder of his
life, his death occurring in June, 1888, at the age of seventy-five years.
He
married Margaret Chaivre, who was born in the province of Alsace, France,
and was a daughter of Louis and Margaret (Otill) Chaivre, who became
In St. Ann's
residents of Detroit, Mich., after coming to the United States.
cathedral, in that city, she was united in marriage, in 1849, with Francis
Mary became
J. Eshman, and they became the parents of eleven children.
Margaret was the wife
the wife of Xavier Eshman of Loramie township.
Frances, now
of Irenus De Broff, of McLean township, Shelby county.
deceased, was the wife of Joseph Rousiau of Versailles.
Joseph, Odill and
Frank died in 1892, unmarried. Caroline
perhaps another died in infancy.
is the wife of Sylvester Gigandet and they reside on a farm west of Sidney,
O. Eugenia was the next in order of birth. Julia, who is now deceased, was
the wife of Louis Piquignot, of Versailles, O. The youngest member of the
family was Irenus Alexis. The mother died in May, 1897, being then sixtyeight years of age.
Irenus Alexis Eshman attended the public schools of Loramie township
and the Versailles high school and later the Lebanon normal school, after
which he studied law under Hon. George Marshall until 1895. From 1899
until 1902 he taught school but as far back as 1894 became identified with educational matters, being then appointed a member of the board of school examiners and served in that capacity for six years.
From 1902 until 1905 he was
connected with the law office of Charles Marshall at Sidney, and in the latter
year was first elected to the bench, and in 1912 re-elected, his earlier judicial
record having been eminently satisfactory to his party and fellow citizens.
Some cases have been carried to the supreme court, but so far none of his
decisions have ever been reversed. He is a stanch democrat and has been active
in politics since he reached manhood and in November, 1892, when only
twenty-one years of age, was elected a justice of the peace. Although, as
stated above, a strong party man, he is personally popular and in the election
of 1905, in one precinct in which there are 106 normal votes, he received 104
of these, showing great public sentiment in his favor.
to Detroit, Mich.,

Judge Eshman was married in 1896 to Miss Margaret Guilliott, a daughHenry and Leona (Larmanie) Guilliott, and the following children
have been born to them
Raymond, Irenus, Francis, Robert, Margaret.
Florence, James, Rosemary, Henrietta, Lawrence and Virginia, several of
whom died in infancy. Judge Eshman and family are members of the Roman
Fraternally he belongs to the Knights of Columbus, the
Catholic church.
Elks and the Eagles.
ter of

:

DAVID R. KEY, whose fine farm of 122 acres lies in Perry township
and adjoins the old homestead on which he was born in October, 1858, is one
of the well-known men of this section and a representative of one of the old
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and sturdy families of Shelby county. He is a son of John and Anna (Rhinehart) Key and a grandson of John Key. Grandfather Key was born in Virginia in 1 781 and about 1800 came to Ohio, settling in Montgomery county,
where he died fifteen years later. He left a widow and five children, a son,
John, being born six months after his death.
John Key, father of David R. Key, was born in Montgomery county, O.,
in 1816 and remained in Montgomery county with his mother until 1836 and
then came to Shelby county, but returned to Montgomery county one year
later and lived there until 1840, when he again came to Shelby count}' and
rented land for several years, saving his money and then buying more land.
He had but fifty dollars when he came here the first time, and this money he
invested in land, entering forty acres in Jackson township and later, through
industry, thrift and good judgment, securing the means to enter 160 acres in
Indiana. That land he subsequently traded for eighty acres in Shelby county
and to that tract he later added until his farm contained 240 acres. He
improved all that land together with 300 acres in Perry township, 140 acres
in Champaign county, and also acquired realty at Sidney and Millerstown.
He at one time owned 983 acres in this and Champaign county. His first marriage was in 1841, to Lillie Lucas, who, at death, left two sons: John H. and
Norman. In 1847 he married Anna Rhinehart for his second wife and seven
children were born to them: Amanda, Rachel, Elizabeth, Jane, David R..
Sherman and Orlando B.
David R. Key attended the district schools through boyhood and then
assisted his father and thus gained a very practical knowledge of farming.
He has always been engaged in agricultural pursuits and for some years in
the past dealt in stock but now confines himself to a general farming line and
the raising of stock for

home

use only.

In 1883 Mr. Key was married to Miss Maggie M. Heffner, a daughter of
William and Sarah (Sargent) Heffner. The father of Mrs. Key was a soldier
in the Civil war and there lost his life, and her mother died while she was a
child.
The other members of her parents' family were: Mary, wife of William McLean; Jasel, deceased; David L. George and William, Mrs, Key
being the youngest of the family. To Mr. and Mrs. Key four children have
been born: Grace, who is the wife of L. E. Ranck; Mary Robinson; and
Maurice H., who are twins; and Laura Murriel. The family attends the
Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Key is a republican in politics but has never
been willing to accept public office.
;

COL. JAMES B. TUCKER, a prominent citizen of Sidney, O., and one
of the city's leading manufacturers, is president, treasurer and general manager of the Tucker Woodwork Company, one of the largest business enterprises of this section. He is a native of Kentucky, a son of Thomas M. and
Mary B. Tucker, the paternal line belonging to Southern Indiana and the
maternal to Kentucky.
Colonel Tucker received his primary education in private schools and
when he reached the proper age, entered DePauw University at Greencastl?,
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where he was graduated with the class of 1886. He then engaged in
the drug business for two yeafs at Mt. Sterling, Ky. In the early nineties he
located at Greencastle, Ind., where he organized the Greencastle Manufacturing Company, for the making of bicycle wood rims, but his factory was
destroyed by fire in 1897. He then erected a temporary factory at Roachdale, Ind., where he continued his manufacturing until the completion of a
new factory, at Urbana, O., and to that place he removed with his family in
Again his plant was destroyed by fire, a conflagration taking place
1898.
October 17, 1902. Colonel Tucker was not discouraged, however, but began
prospecting for a new factory site, finding it at Sidney, where he located his
new buildings and opened for business in 1903. The product of the factory,
bicycle, sulky and automobile rims, is shipped to various points both at
home and abroad and employment is given to from sixty to 140 men. His
present plant consists of two buildings of brick construction, with dimensions of 60x200 feet, one of these being two stories and the other three
Colonel Tucker has devoted his life as a business man to
stories in height.
manufacturing. He is largely a self-made man, at the beginning of his career
starting out on borrowed capital, but it was entirely safe, as he is possessed of
that something which is known as business sense and has always been successful despite the losses he has sustained through accident.
Colonel Tucker married Miss Amelia Langdon, a daughter of Daniel
Langdon, of Greencastle, Ind., and they have had two children; Harold L.
and Grace, the former being in school and the latter being deceased. The
residence of Colonel Tucker, which bears the name of Bonyconnellan, is the
handsomest residence in the county. In its building it was patterned after a
Ind.,

castle of that
Cork, Ireland,

name situated near the estate of a friend,
who suggested the very appropriate name

in the vicinity of

for the American
home. In politics Colonel Tucker is a republican. He is a member of the
Sidney Commercial Club, a member of the Fellow Craft Club of Detroit,
Mich., the Toledo Club, Toledo, O., and formerly was a member of the
Columbia Club of Indianapolis, and was active as a committeeman when the
new buildings were erected there. He has always believed in life insurance
and is one of the largest policy holders in Shelby and perhaps in adjoining
counties.
He carries more than $100,000, and has one policy of $50,000 in
the Northwestern Life Insurance Company.
He stands high in citizenship
at Sidney and is a leading factor in both business and social life, has ever been
liberal in his contributions to charity, and his high sense of justice has made
him companionable with all classes.

BERNARD

P. WAGNER, president of the Wagner Park Conservatories
Company, and vice president of the Wagner Manufacturing Company, both
very important enterprises of Shelby county, is one of the solid, reliable
and representative men of this section of Ohio and belongs to a prominent
family of the state. He was born at Sidney, O., February 1, 1865, and is a
son of Mathias and Anna M. (Rauth) Wagner.
Considering the world-wide fame that the name of Wagner has brought to
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Sidney, it is interesting to know that Mr. Wagner was not only born here
but secured his educational training here also, attending both the public and
parochial schools, and proving an apt and attentive student. His entrance into
business life was when he assisted in the organization of the well remembered
department store known as the Wagner Arcade, which was located in the
building which is now occupied by the Wagner Hotel. He was interested in
the establishing of the factories of the Wagner Manufacturing Company,
of which he has been vice president since the company was incorporated, and
from that time until 1900, when he was instrumental in founding the Wagner
Park Conservatories, he devoted all his time and attention to the manufacThis is the most extensive manufacturing plant at Sidney
turing business.
and its wares find a market in every part of the civilized world. The products
are aluminum cooking utensils and employment is given to more than 300

workmen.
The Wagner Park Conservatories at Sidney were started in 1900, the main
mover in this great enterprise being Bernard P. Wagner, whose natural gifts
as a landscape gardener and whose inherent love of flowers had been marked
from boyhood. When the present company was incorporated, with a capital
of $100,000, the following officers were selected B. P. Wagner, president and
treasurer; W. H. Wagner, vice president; and H. L. Brown, secretary, and
these officers, with M. M., L. R. and J. F. Wagner and A. M. Brown, make
up the board of directors. In the newly erected office building particular
attention has been given to the admission of light for drafting room purposes
and to the conveniences and comforts which modern business men enjoy in
The greenhouses have 15,000 square feet of
surroundings.
their
space under glass and a modern hot w ater system of heating is employed.
:

:

In these greenhouses are found palms, roses of all varieties and other tender
The growing
plants, not only grown but in many cases originated here.
fields are over 100 acres in extent and here flowers, shrubs and trees of all
varieties are cultivated for the market, in the busy season seventy-five men
being required to attend to the cultivation and shipment of these. The landscape department of the business is a very important feature and the taste
and skill of landscape experts from this company have not only many times
been employed in laying out the beautiful grounds for some of Sidney's handsomest residences, but persons in every state of the Union have also profited
by the service of these experts. A visitor to the park will immediately
become interested in one of the recent additions to its attractions the arboretum, where every species of shrub and tree that can be grown in this locality
will be grown for display.
Evergreens and plants, flowers and shrubs from
all countries, France, Germany, Holland and Japan.
There has already
been planted over 300 varieties of evergreen, 600 varieties of shrubs and 250
varieties of trees.
This arboretum extends the width of the grounds and
doubles back, following the west park boundaries.
Another unusual and
interesting feature is the Isle of Nippon gardens.
Mr. Wagner's own idea
was followed out in the formation of an artificial lake containing islands, and
the building of a real Japanese garden, in which Nippon flowers, many

—
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Should a native of that
having been imported direct from Japan, are grown.
far off, beautiful land visit this park and stand before the typical Japanese
gate built of logs and catch a glimpse of the placid lake within, and surrounded with winding walks and rustic bridges, he could not fail to express
To
pleasure and wonder at the faithful reproduction that has been made.
Bernard P. Wagner the credit must be given for the inception and subsequent
development of this remarkable business.
Mr. Wagner married Miss Jennie Freschard, of Owensville, O., and
They have a
they have three children Jerome, Bernard and Elizabeth.
beautiful home, their handsome brick residence being located on North Walnut avenue, on an eminence overlooking Sidney, Mr. Wagner completing its
Its
construction in 1895 and placing it in the center of a well kept park.
outside attractions harmonize with its inside adornments for Mr. Wagner
and family are people of culture and artistic tastes and their surroundings
Perhaps no private collection of paintings in
give evidence of the same.
this part of Ohio have more value than those Mr. Wagner has hung on his
walls and not only enjoys himself but, with justifiable pride, exhibits to
Artists of world-wide fame have painted the followother lovers of real art.
ing pictures which he considers the choice of his collection: "Dutch Bargain"
by Jane M. Dealy "The Little Housekeeper" by Ridgeway Knight "The
Canyon Trail" by H. F. Farney, the great artistic portrayer of Indian life;
"Highland Sheep" by William Watson; and "Loch Lomond" by Alfred De
:

;

;

Breanski.

While his private interests are so absorbing, including the enterprises
above partially described, and in addition having large real estate holdings
at Sidney, where he has erected at least 100 handsome residences, Mr. Wagner still finds time to perform all duties of good citizenship, taking a particular pride in the good name of his native place. He is not. however, a politician in the real sense of the word.
He was reared in the faith of the Roman
Catholic church, and is a valued member of the Catholic organization, the
Knights of Columbus. To some degree, also, Mr. Wagner is engaged in
literary work, having contributed to magazines and published a book entitled
"Landscape Gardening for Amateurs." which is found in many a home where
flowers are loved and successfully cultivated.
He has given his name to a
certain method of landscape gardening which has become a standard and

may

be thus briefly described.
The Wagner method means the treatment of
the selected land in a pictorial way with large effects; flower borders and
masses, shrubs and plants being introduced in such a way as to add to the
repose and simplicity of the whole, harmony of color being especially studied,
unsightly outlooks being obliterated, vistas being formed and illusions being

manufactured by

GEORGE

art.

W. FALER, one of the best known and most respected residents of Dinsmore township, Shelby county, O., who now lives in comfortable
retirement on his farm of 130 acres, which is situated three and one-half
miles northeast of Anna, O., was born in 1833 in Pennsylvania, and seventy
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years ago was brought to Dinsmore township by his parents, John and Elizabeth (Burkett) Faler.
John Faler was of American birth but his wife was
born in Germany. They were among the pioneers in Dinsmore township
well
known but have long since passed away. They had
were
for
years
and
three sons and four daughters: George W., John, Christopher, Susan, Mary,
Elizabeth and Catherine.
George W. Faler attended the early schools under the conditions that
then prevailed in Dinsmore township, and afterward learned the carpenter
trade, at which he worked for many years, and also followed farming and
stock .raising.
He was successful in his undertakings and accpiired a competency and for some years has lived retired from active labor, his sons
assuming his responsibilities and carrying on the farm industries in a capable

manner.
Mr. Faler married Miss Mary Aim Taylor, a daughter of John and
Rebecca Taylor, and ten children were born to them, namely: John F., Margaret E., Jacob A., Amanda, Minnie, Alabel, Mary A., Dillie, Alonzo and
Nora. John F. married Lillie Kepplinger and they live in Jackson township
Margaret married William Wilferd and they live east of Anna, O. Jacob
lives on the homestead
Mary A. married John Lease and they live in Dinsmore township; Dillie and Alonzo live at home; Nora married Michael Metz
and they live in Dinsmore township. Amanda, Alabel and Minnie are all
deceased, Alabel having been the wife of Luther Whited.
Mr. Faler has
always been a citizen in whom his neighbors could rely and he has served the
township in such offices as road supervisor and trustee. He is one of the
pillars of the Reformed church, so to speak, and has long been a deacon in
the church at Swanders, O.
;

;

JOHN QL'INCY ADAMS PENCE, farmer and stock dealer, residing in
Salem township, where he owns the old Pence homestead of eighty acres, was
born at Springfield, O., September 14, 1850, and is a son of Jesse G. and
Bare) Pence.
was born in Virginia and came to Ohio in early manhood.
In 1861 he moved en the farm above mentioned, coming from Tremont,
Clark county, a pioneer settler in this section.
He was married in Ohio to
Elizabeth Bare, who was born in Pennsylvania.
For many years they lived in Salem township, Shelby county, quiet fanning people, good neighbors and consistent members of the Methodist EpiscoWhen they passed av ay in the course of nature, they were
pal church.
They had the following
laid to rest in the cemetery at Port Jefferson.
children: Samuel B., John 0. A., Hosea, Louvisa, Luanda and Emanuel.
Louisa became the wife of Jay Smith, and Lucinda married J. McCormick.
John Quincy Adams Pence had district school advantages and afterward
remained assisting his father on the home farm until the latter's death. For
eleven years following he worked on farms by the month and then bought the
old homestead, and all told has since spent thirty years here engaging in
general farming and also dealing in stock.
Elizabeth

(

Jesse G. Pence
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Mr. Pence was married in 1880 to Miss Sarah E. Kizer, a daughter of
Phoebe Kizer, who were farmers in Champaign county. Mrs.
is the sixth of their children, the others being: John Joseph; James;
Elizabeth, wife of John Hesselgesser Catherine, wife of Edwin Russell;
Matilda, deceased; Etta, wife of Tobias Foltz; Lillie, wife of John Philips;
and George. Mr. and Mrs. Pence have one son, Forrest K., of Zanesville,
O., who married Bertha Price, and they have a daughter, Dorothy Louise.
Mr. Pence and family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. In
voting with the republican party, Mr. Pence follows the example set him
by his honored father.
Philip and

Pence

;

JOHN C. GERBER, one of Dinsmore township's most substantial and
known citizens, was born on his present home farm of 160 acres, in
Shelby county, O., October 7, 1837, and is a son of Peter Gerber, who was a
pioneer here.
Peter Gerber was born in Switzerland and probably lived in
Pennsylvania after first coming to the United States, as his wife was born
in that state.
They were married at Miamisburg, O., and came later to Dinsmore township, Shelby county, settling in the wilderness, and, as all pioneers,
had to battle with many difficulties. They passed the rest of their lives on
this farm.
Three children were born to them: Samuel, John C, and Lucinda,
John C. being the only survivor.
John C. Gerber had but meager educational opportunities in his youth
but whenever his- father could spare him in boyhood, attended the district
schools.
Farming in all its phases and stock raising engaged his attention
until within a few years, since when he has lived in comfortable retirement.
His home farm of 160 acres lies four miles northeast of Anna, O. and his
These farms
total aggregate of land in Dinsmore township is 740 acres.
have been well improved through his own industry and with the assistance of
best

his sons.

Mr. Gerber married Miss Mary Catherine Smith and they have had a
family of nine children born to them, one of whom died in infancy.
Sarah,
the eldest daughter, married George Metz, and they live near Jackson Center,
Lizzie married George Billing and they live in Salem township.
Edward
O.
married Elizabeth Metz and they live near Jackson Center. Albert married
Catherine Sherer and they live four miles southeast of Botkins, O.
Clara
married Samuel Fogt and they live in Dinsmore township. George, Henry
and Anna all reside at home. Mr. Gerber and family belong to the Lutheran church. Politically he is a democrat and his sons are of the same faith.
During his long life spent in Dinsmore township he has seen many changes
take place and old families and customs pass away and his reminiscences are
He has proved in his own case and his own family
exceedingly interesting.
that investments in land are safe and profitable and that agriculture gives
prosperity and contentment when intelligently and persistently followed.
A. E.

APPLEGETT,

owns two farms

in

an enterprising and prosperous general farmer who
Green township, Shelby county, O., one of forty-five
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acres and the other of seventy-two acres, resides on and is operating Joseph
Bolinger's farm of eighty acres, which lies also in Green township, twelve
He was born in Miami county, O., January 12,
miles southeast of Sidney, O.
1862, and is a son of Goff and Hannah Ann (Davis) Applegett.
Goff Applegett was born in Hamilton county, O., and in early manhood
went to Miami county, where he followed the carpenter trade all through
He is a highly respected resident of Lena, O., and is now in
his active life.
his eighty-sixth year.
He married Hannah Ann Davis, who also survives,
and they had eight children, seven of whom are living.
A. E. Applegett has been a general farmer practically all his life and not
only manages his own land advantageously but brings satisfactory results
general line of farming is carried on
to the owner of the acres he rents.
and considerable stock is grown.
Mr. Applegett married Miss Emma Bolinger, a daughter of Joseph
Bolinger, an old settler of Shelby county, and they have two children Myrtle,
who is the wife of Clyde Harbaugh; and Mary, who resides with her parents.
In politics Mr. Applegett is a republican and has served in the office of townFraternally he is connected with the Red Men and the Knights
ship trustee.
of the Golden Eagle.

A

:

WILSON

DILL, whose finely located and well improved farm of 162
acres lies one mile north of Anna, O., is one of the well known and enterprising farmers of this section. He was born in Dinsmore township, Shelby
county, O., in 1854, and is a son of James C. and Martha (Bodkin) Dill.
The parents of Mr. Dill were born in Ohio, to which state their parents
had come as pioneers. Nine children were born to them, as follows Russell
B., Olive, Elmer, Oliver, Harry, Charles, Burton, Carrie and Wilson.
Rus:

is deceased, is survived by his widow, formerly Emma Brower, of
who now lives at Sidney. Olive married Richard Cannon and they
Elmer, who is a resident of Illinois, married Callie
Auglaize county.
Meyers, of Anna, O. Oliver died at the age of twenty-eight years and Harry
died in infancy.
Charles is a resident of New York and Burton of Kansas
City.
Carrie is the wife of James House and they live at Wapakoneta, O.
After completing his district school education, Wilson Dill learned the
mason trade, which he followed for some time, but for the past thirty-five
years has devoted his attention mainly to his agricultural affairs.
His fine
farm is easily reached, as the Ohio Electric Railroad passes in front of his
handsome residence, which, with all other improvements, was placed here
by Mr. Dill. He follows modern methods in carrying on his farm industries
and his land responds with bountiful crops and his stock is far above the

sell,

who

Missouri,

live in

average.

Mr. Dill married Miss Elizabeth Fletcher, a daughter of S. F. and Delilah
(Slegle) Fletcher, and they have five children: Homer, who assists his father
on the home place, married Clara Weaver; Addie, who is the wife of Melvin
Boyer, and they live near Botkins William, who is a resident of Wapakoneta,
married Pearl Boyer; Harry is a resident of Denver, Colo.; and Zoe, who is
;

HISTORY OF SHELBY COUNTY

760

Mr. Dill and family are
the wife of William Diensberger, of Delphos, O.
members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which he has been a trustee
and steward for eighteen years. Fraternally he is identified with the Knights
of the Golden Eagle and politically is a member of the progressive wing of
the democratic party.

WILLIAM

M. YOUNG, proprietor of a prosperous grocery business with
quarters at No. 215 North Pomeroy street, has been a resident of Sidney, O.,
for seven years and is a native of Shelby county, born in Franklin township,
July 2, 1879. His parents v. ere William and Loretta (Rairdon) Young.
William Young, Sr., was born in Pickaway county, O., August 31, 1819,
and came to Shelby county with his father, Adam Young, who secured a
claim on a small tract of land in Franklin township.
When these pioneer
settlers, William Young, Sr., being then a lad of twelve years, reached their
new homestead, November 12, 1832, the only shelter they found was under
the branches of an oak tree and cold weather came upon them before they
could complete their log cabin. Pioneers, however, in those days were made
of courageous men and women who did not fear hardship or expect much
material comfort.
Two years later they moved to Dinsmore township on
which place William Young, Sr., spent his subsequent life, living to be oxer
eighty-seven years of age and dying December 17, 1906. He was a farmer
and also a local preacher in the Methodist Episcopal church. He married
Loretto Rairdon, who was born in Logan county and died in Shelby county,

May

27, 1888.

William M. Young was reared in Franklin township and attended the
country schools until he was fifteen years of age, after which he worked
He had, however, an
for his father until he was twenty-one years old.
ambition to learn the art of telegraphing and when he became legal master
of his own time, entered the Ohio Normal University at Ada and studied
On October 14, 1901, lie
telegraphy and later continued at Edgerton, O.
went to work for the Chicago & Northwestern railroad at Bertram, la., being
then transferred to Des Moines, and in all spent two years in Iowa, coming
then to Anna, O., and in 1903 Went to work for the Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton railroad, continuing with them at Lima, Troy and Tippecanoe City.
For six years he was with the Big Four railroad, at Sidney, and was also agent

Sidney from July 10, 1909, to January 12, 1910; cashier for the Big Four
June 30, 191 1, and from July to December 15, 191 1, was train dispatcher
for the Western Ohio Electric railroad, his headquarters being at Wapakoneta.
After this varied railroad experience he decided to become a permanent
resident of Sidney and bought his present mercantile business from E. J.
Evans, taking possession on January 1, 19 12.
In 1903 Mr. Young was married to Miss Faye Knief, of Bloom Center,
Logan county, O., and they have three children Lucile, Warren and Wallace.
They are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
at

until

:
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JONATHAN STOUT,*

one of the substantial and representative citizens of Salem township, Shelby county, O., now serving in his second term
as a member of the township board of trustees, was born in Salem township,
in December, 1847, and is a son of Abraham and Jelesie (Fly) Stout.
The parents of Mr. Stout were farmers in Salem township for many
years and were worthy of the universal respect in which they were held.
They were liberal supporters of the Methodist Episcopal church and at death
they were buried in the Methodist cemetery at Port Jefferson.
They had
the following children: Elizabeth, who is deceased, was the wife of John
Lerton; Nathan; Malinda, who is now deceased, was the wife of George
Fox: Sarah, who is now deecased, was the wife of Andrew Cargill and
Jonathan.
Jonathan tout attended the district schools in boyhood and afterward
worked for his father on the home farm and subsequently acquired and
His well developed farm of forty acres is
still cultivates land of his own.
situated three miles east of Port Jefferson and in this town he has twenty
more acres and two residences. Mr. Stout is well known all over Salem
township and enjoys the esteem of a wide circle. In [889 he married Miss
After the death of his first wife, Mr. Stout married Miss
Sallie Stockstill.
Nancy Wilkinson. They attend the Methodist Episcopal church. Politically
a democrat, his party, on more than one occasion, has called upon him to
accept offices in its gift and in the faithful performance of official duties, he
He
has won the approval of all his fellow citizens, irrespective of party.
belongs to the order of Golden Eagles, at Maplewood, O.
;

NICHOLAS CHARLES EXDERS, who at this time (April. 1913) is
serving his third term as clerk of Perry township, Shelby county. O., owns
over ninety-four acres of land near Pemberton, which he devotes to general
fanning and stock raising. He was born at Sidney, O., March 16, 1874, and
is a ton of Christian and Margaret (Dormire) Enders.
Christian Enders was born in Lengsfeld, Germany, April 7, 1838. At the
age of seventeen he came to America and located at Sidney. He was for
several years engaged in weaving with his brother Henry, in East Sidney.
In the early days of the Civil war he enlisted in Schultz's battery. First
Ohio Light Artillery, and was at Shiloh, Murfreeshoro. and in several minor
engagements. Having received an honorable discharge he returned to Sidney
and engaged in wagon making, his place of business being on North Ohio
Soon after engaging in this trade he was married to Margaret
avenue.
Dormire of Green township, with whom he lived until her death, September
To this union were born six children, four of whom are still
20. 1878.
living: Nicholas C, the subject of this sketch; Jacob H, a farmer in Perry
township; George C, dean of the Christian Biblical Institute at Defiance.
O. and Emma E., superintendent of Flower Hospital at Toledo, O.
In 187s Christian Enders gave up his trade as wagon maker and devoted
the remainder of his life to farming, living first in Perry, and later in FrankIn
lin township, where he died June 24. 1902, his burial being at Swanders.
;
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King of Butler county, who is still living at his
home. To this union four children were born Sadie, wife of Charles
Richards, a farmer of Franklin township; Mary, a professional nurse; Herman, a farmer; and Catherine, a school teacher.
Nicholas C. Enders attended the public schools and afterwards was a
student in the university at Lebanon, O., for several months, during which
time he pursuel a commercial course. Previous to this time, he had learned
the trades of painter and paper hanger, and after his return from Lebanon
he followed these trades for seven years, when he bought his farm in Perry
township, upon which he has since engaged in farming.
In February, 1902, Mr. Enders was married to Miss Daisy Pence, a
daughter of Noah and Clara (Wibel) Pence, the former of whom is a
retired farmer living at Sidney.
Mrs. Enders has one sister, Mary. Mr.
and Mrs. Enders' only son. Christian Henry, was born June 26, 1910, and
died the same day, but a daughter, Clara Margaret, born April 9, 19 12, is
living.
The democratic party claims Mr. Enders' fealty in national affairs
but in local matters he uses his own judgment.
He and wife are members
of the Baptist church at Pemberton, O.
1879, he married Barbara

late

:

LOUIS R. WAGNER, secretary and general manager of the Wagner
Manufacturing Company, of Sidney, O., a very important industrial enterprise of Shelby county, was born at Sidney, October 12, 1871, a member of
cne of the old county families.
Louis R. Wagner was educated in the schools at Sidney and St. Mary's
College at Dayton, O., and since earliest manhood has been identified with
business enterprises of this section.
He now devotes his entire time to the
interests of the Wagner Manufacturing Company, with which he has been
At the plant of the Wagner Manufacturing
connected since its organization.
Company three hundred men are employed, with good wages and constant
work, the product of the plant being cast aluminum cooking utensils, known

famous "Wagner Ware."
In 1892 Mr. Wagner was married to Miss Catherine Burkhardt, who was
born at Dayton, O. They are members of the Roman Catholic church and
Mr. Wagner is a fourth degree member and is deeply interested in that noble
organization, the Knights of Columbus, of which he was its first grand
knight, Sidney council.
as the

ROBERT

JONES,

postmaster at Sidney, O., where he has other interconnected with church and fraternal organizations,
has been a resident of Shelby county for twenty-two years. His birth, however, took place in Carmarthenshire, Wales, December 5, 1856, and he is a son
of Rev. David Jones, D. D.
Rev. David Jones was a Congregational minister. He was liberally educated in his native land and remained there until 1869, when he came to
America. His first charge was at. Cambria, Wis., where he remained for
one year and was then transferred to Gomer, O., where he was in charge for
ests,

V.

owns property and

is

ROBERT

V.

.TONE!
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In 1880 he became pastor of the Welsh congregation in Cincinnati, where he labored for fifteen years, retiring then to Granville, O.,
where his death occurred in 1904. His venerable widow, now in her eightyninth year, lives at Lima, O. Of their eight children, five reached maturity
and two survive Robert V., and Elizabeth, who is residing at Lima.
Robert V. Jones attended the pubic schools of Lima, O., completing the
high school course before he embarked in the hardware and lumber business,
having interests both at Lima and Sidney, and in 1890 took up his residence
at the latter place, continuing his lumber business here.
In June, 1898, he
was appointed postmaster and he has an unblemished record as a public official.
Mr. Jones is widely known and at present is serving in the office of
president of the National Association of second and third class postmasters.
In politics he is a republican.
In 1884 Mr. Jones was married to Miss Anna Williams, who is a daughter
of John and Margaret Williams, of Pennsylvania. They have no living children.
Mr. and Mrs. Jones are members of the Presbyterian church. His
fraternal connections include membership with the Masons, the Knights of
Pythias and the Elks.
eleven years.

:

METZ, who is one of Jackson township's most respected citizens,
all of his long and busy life in Ohio but his birth took
place in Alsace, Germany, April 21, 1839.
He was but one year old when
his parents, Jacob and Catherine (Elsass) Metz brought him to America.
They settled in Stark county, O., with their seven children and two more
were born after coming to the United States. Jacob, the eldest, died in
Germany; Philip and Christian live in Jackson township; Catherine is the
widow of Peter Regula; Sophia is the widow of Jacob Wildermuth; Elizabeth,
deceased, was the wife of Philip Helmlinger; Jacob; Caroline died when

JACOB

has spent almost

aged six years; and Christiana died in infancy.
The father of the above family followed farming in Stark county for
nine years and then moved into Shelby county and located two miles north
of Jackson Center, on a tract of eighty acres, in Jackson township, its situation being on the north county line between Shelby and Auglaize counties.
He improved that farm and bought several other tracts so that he was able
He was an earnest member of the
to give each son a farm of 160 acres.
Lutheran church and gave his assistance in the erection of the log church
He never learned
edifice in Jackson township, the first Lutheran church.
the English language but this made little difference as the larger number of
He
died
at
the
home
of his son Jacob,
Germans.
were
also
the neighbors
in 1864, when aged sixty-seven years, survived by his widow who lived to
the age of eighty-one years.
Jacob Metz remained on the home farm and took care of his parents
He attended school before leaving Stark county and
as long as they lived.
All his
afterward, for one winter, went to school in Dinsmore township.
work on the farm which he assisted his father to
given
to
youth
was
later
clear, and in the course of years became a man of large possessions, owning
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some nine hundred acres of

land.
As his father before him had done, he
gave each of his children a valuable farm, retaining only thirty-nine acres
for his own home, which lies in section 5, in Jackson township.
On December 24, 1861, Mr. Metz was married to Miss Catherine Gross,
who was born December 13, 1842, in Clay township, Auglaize county, a
daughter of Philip and Barbara (Norrit) Gross, the former of whom was
born in Germany and died in Clay township, while the latter was born in
France and died in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Metz. Mrs. Metz was one of
a family of eight children and she has one living brother and sister: Nicholas,
who lives at Santa Fe; and Elizabeth, who is the wife of Philip Zorn, of
Jackson township. The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Metz
Catherine, who is the wife of Henry Kempfer, of Dinsmore township, and
Caroline, Albert and Luella; Jacob J., who married
they have three children
Lena Pulfere, lives in Auglaize county and they have, Albert, Roy and
Harley; Elizabeth, who married John Wildermuth of Jackson township and
Clarence, John, Harley, Clara, Arvel and Melvin, twins, Edna and
they have
Roy; Philip, who married Catherine Banhart, lives in Logan county and they
have Carrie, Emma, Edna, Tressie, Lenora and Lester Philip; Christian;
John, of Jackson township, married Ella Fogt; Barbara, who married Nathan
Shroyer of Logan county, and they have, Velma, Ernest and Chrystal Lewis
married Cora Ambos and they have two
J., who lives in Jackson township,
children, Wilma Marie and Luetta Viola; William, of Jackson township, who
married Ida Boyer and they have three children Ralph, Florence and Evelin
Loraine; Sophia, who died at the age of twenty-one years; Caroline, who
died when aged two years and four months; and Christiana, who died in

—

—

—

;

—

infancy.

Mr. Metz has always been a farmer and still enjoys looking after his
property which his son Christian, who still lives at home, practically
He has been a very liberal man and has a family that holds him

little

manages.

In politics a stanch democrat, he has served at times in
in loving esteem.
He has been a
such local offices as school director and road supervisor.
consistent member and generous supporter of the Lutheran church ever
since boyhood.

EMANUEL

J. STRl'BLE,* who is one of the representative citizens of
Perry township, Shelby county, O., a large land owner and a public official
many years, was born in Perry township, October 30, 185 1. and is a son
of Peter and Susan (Kiser) Struble, both parents being now deceased. The
He followed
father died away from home and his burial was in Minnesota.
farming as his occupation. The mother died in Perry township. Of their
nine children the three survivors are: Benjamin, Jessie and Emanuel.
Emanuel Struble had district school advantages in boyhood and afterward
devoted himself to agricultural pursuits for a number of years and owns two
farms in this township, both containing eighty acres, both being now rented
to good tenants, Mr. Struble having his time taken up with official duties.

for

He

served three years as a justice of the peace and

is

turnpike superintendent
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Mr. Struble is a stockholder in the Farmers Telephone
Company and, as a good citizen, frequently has given encouragement to local
assessor.-

enterprises.

In 1873 Mr. Struble was married to Miss Sarah L. Hensel, who was
born in Shelby county, O., a daughter of Jacob Hensel and wife, the other
members of the family being: George; Jacob; Rose, wife of Adam Fredley;
Callie, wife of James McManaway; Susan, wife of Jacob Rosier; and Anna,
wife of Mark McCauley. To Mr. and Mrs. Struble five children have been
born, the survivors being: Bessie, wife of George Wallcott; Harlev. who
married Grace McMillan and Frank, who married Leila Enders. Mr. Struble
and family attend the Baptist church. He is a democrat and is more or less
prominent in local politics.
;

CALVIN O. BOVER, a successful agriculturist of Berry township,
Shelby county, O., where he manages the old Lucas farm of fifty acres and
own farm of thirty-two acres, known as the Locust Grove farm, was
born March 31, 1873, in Dinsmore township, Shelby county. He is a son
of Samuel Fisher Boyer and his first wife, Emma (Botkin) Boyer.
Samuel Fisher Boyer was a general farmer in Dinsmore township and a
man of standing in his community. His first wife died October 24, 1878,
and her burial was in Dinsmore township. His second marriage was to Clara
Botkin and children were born to both unions, four to the first and eight to
the second: Calvin O. and Melvin, twins; Charles, Stanley, Clarence, Edith,
Ida, W'illard, Herbert, Alvin, Vernon and Thelma.
Of the above all survive
except Edith. Ida is the wife of William Metz. Samuel Fisher Boyer died
October 25, 191 2, and his burial was at the Loramie Valley cemetery.
Cabin O. Boyer attended the public schools until old enough to enter
the factory at Botkins, O., where he worked for three years and afterward,
his

For
for the same length of time, was in the livery business in that village.
eight years prior to coming on the farm he was in the employ of the Sheets
Manufacturing Company. Mr. Boyer is thoroughly interested in an agricultural life and devotes close attention to his industries here, raising excellent
crops and a sufficiency of stock for his own use. The Lucas farm belongs to
his mother-in-law, Mrs. P. G. Lucas and the other Lucas heirs.
Mr. Boyer was married May 6, 1900, to Miss Ethel Lucas, a daughter of
P. G. and Thirza (DeWeese) Lucas, both of whom were born in Shelby
county.
The father of Mrs. Boyer was a substantial farmer and highly
His death occurred June 25, 1906, and his burial was at
respected citizen.
Port Jefferson. His two children survive: Marcellus N., who owns seventy
acres situated in Perry township; and Ethel, who is the wife of Mr. Boyer
and they reside with Mrs. Lucas on the homestead.
Mr. and Mrs. Boyer have three children Ralph, India and Howard. He
was reared in the Methodist Episcopal church Mrs. Boyer is a member of
In politics he has never been very active
the Baptist church at Pemberton.
He belongs to Lodge Xo.
but votes the republican ticket as did his father.
:

;

63, Knights of the Golden Eagle at

Anna

Station.
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JOHN DEITERS,

whose valuable farm of ioo acres lies in sections 20
29, McLean township, Shelby county, O., resides on the north side of
the Deiter turnpike road, five miles northeast of Minster, O.
This is the old
homestead of the Deiters and here he was born, October 17, 1855, a son of
Bernard and Mary (Humbers) Deiters.
Bernard Deiters was born in Hanover, Germany, and was about nineteen
and

when he accompanied his mother and step- father to the United
States. The family lived for a time in the city of Cincinnati and during that
period Bernard worked along the Ohio river as a teamster. Then they took
passage on the canal boat and in that way reached Minster and from there
Bernard Deiters bought sixty acres of wild land in section
to Shelby county.
20, McLean township, which under other conditions now is a part of the
son's farm. He found that one acre had been cleared and started immediately
to clear the other fifty-nine acres and succeeded in accomplishing the task.
He continued to live in the old log cabin until his death, his tastes being
simple and the house comfortable, and there he died at the age of sixtyHe was about twenty-five years old when he was united in
eight years.
marriage with Mary Humbers, who was also a native of Hanover, Germany,
where her parents died. In the log cabin referred to, their six children were
born and there the mother died at the age of seventy years. Herman, the
He
eldest, died at Gary, Ind., a merchant at the time, a blacksmith by trade.
married Katie Bower of St. Patrick Special School District. John was the
second in order of birth. Catherine is the wife of Frank Lehmkule of McLean
township. Mathias is a merchant at Cincinnati. Mary is the wife of Henry
Danzig, of Cynthian township. Agnes, who is now deceased, was the wife
of Henry Dickman, of Minster, O. The parents of the above family were
faithful members of the Catholic church, at Minster, O.
John Deiters attended school in the Deiter Special School District, which
was so named in honor of his father, and afterward remained at home to
give his father needed assistance, and in the course of years he came into
He erected the comfortable farmhouse nowpossession of the homestead.
standing but the barn, built by his father in 1872, is yet usable, Mr. Deiter
keeping his different structures in good repair. With the exception of ten
acres of woodland, all the land is under cultivation and the land produces
satisfactory returns for the careful attention given it.
Mr. Deiters married Miss Mary Lineman, a daughter of Bernard and
Mary Lineman, of St. Rosa, Mercer county. O., where the father died at
The mother survived for a time and died at
the age of seventy-two years.
Mr. and
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Deiters at the age of seventy-six years.
Mrs. Deiters have six children Bernard, who lives at home Catherine, who
lives at Dayton; Henry, Amelia, Herman and Rosa, all of whom live with
They all have enjoyed school advantages in the Deiter Special
their parents.
School District and their father, at different times has been a member of
In politics he is a democrat and has served in the office
the school board.
The family belongs to the Catholic church at
of turnpike superintendent.
years of age

:

McCartiville, Shelby county.

;
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J. G. THIE, residing on his finely improved farm of 160 acres, which
lies one-half mile west of Anna, O., in Dinsmore township, Shelby county,

was born in this township in 1855, and is a son of John H. and Frederica
(Zimpher) Thie.
The parents of Mr. Thie were born in Germany but they spent many years
in Shelby county, where they were highly respected.
They had five children
Jacob, who lives at Anna, O. Margaret, who died at the age of fourteen
Julia, who is the wife of W. Moothart, of Anna; Caroline, who lives with her
brother Jacob, neither having ever married and J. G.
J. G. Thie is well known all through this section as prior to embarking
in business he taught school for a number of years.
He spent some time
as a student in what is now known as the Northern Ohio University at Ada
where he was prepared for teaching. Afterward he became a merchant
for a few years and then returned to the farm.
In 1900, he was married
and settled on his present farm which he has so improved that it is denominated the model farm of this part of the county.
Progressive and enterprising in every way, he carries on his agricultural operations according to
scientific teachings and prospers accordingly.
Mr. Thie married Miss Emma Bertsch, a daughter of Christian and
Magdalina Bertsch, who were bom in Germany, and they have four children
Alma, Herman, Mabel and Ernest, all of whom live at home and are receivMr. Thie is a member of the school board of
ing educational advantages.
Anna, which maintains a high school. With his family he belongs to the
Lutheran church of which he is secretary and is also a member of the board
of deacons. He is an unswerving democrat in his political views.
In every
way he is a representative and useful citizen.
;

;

ELMER

E.

HARBOUR,

senior

member

Harbour

of the firm of E. E.

&

Son, operating a grain elevator at Pemberton, O. and dealing also in farm
implements at this place, and additionally the owner of 360 acres of some
of the finest land in Perry township, Shelby county, was born in Perry township, March 18, 1866, and is a son of Henry and Elizabeth (Persinger)
Harbour.
Henry Harbour was born in Champaign county. O, but lived many years
in Shelby county, where his death occurred in 1906, at the age of eightyHe was a veteran
three years, his burial being in Cedar Point cemetery.
He married Elizabeth Persinger,
of the Civil war and was widely known.
they
had
four
children Charles
Pemberton,
and
who is now a resident of
William Beatty, Elmer E., Harry P. and Wallace Royal.
:

Elmer E. Harbour obtained his education in the public schools, afterward worked on his father's farm and for a number of years has been conHe built his first elevator
nected with the elevator and implement business.

G

Shanley, subsequently selling it to L. G. Shanley &
As a business
built the one he now owns and operates.
has been successful and enterprising and. as the handling of
farm implements and grain are among the most important business activities

in

partnership with L.

Co.,

and afterward

man Mr. Harbour
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of Pemberton, he

may

almost be said to be the father of the town.

He

is

where he owns a coal yard. He owns considerDayton O., and at Pemberton, including a number of
dwellings and well-improved lots and his holdings in association with his
wife, in Shelby county, aggregate about 700 acres.
In politics he is a
republican, and, although no office holder, has always taken a useful part
in the affairs of the community and has given hearty support to all public
movements that have promised to be beneficial in a large way.
In 1889 Mr. Harbour was married to Miss Fay Wilkinson, who was
born m Shelby county and is a daughter of Isaac T. and Cynthia J. WilkinThree children have been born to Mr.
son, this being an old county family.
and Mrs. Harbour: Kenneth W., Florence and Mary. Mr. Harbour and
family attend services at the Methodist Episcopal church.
Mr. Harbour
has been for many years a free contributor to both churches, Methodist and
Baptist. He is a thirty-second degree Mason and well known to the fraternity
all over the state, and belongs also to the Knights of Pythias, attending the
interested also at Dayton, O.,

able valuable realty at

De

Graff lodge, in

Logan

county.

HENRY WAGNER,*

vice-president and general manager of The John
Wagner & Sons Brewing Company, of Sidney, O., may be said to have been
associated with this concern since boyhood, it having been founded in 1854
by his uncle, Joseph F. Wagner and ever since has been in the family. Henry
Wagner was born at Sidney, O., July, 1858, and is a son of John and Mary

A. Wagner.

John Wagner was born in Columbiana county, O., and died at Sidney,
88 1. In early life he was a tallow candler and later learned the butcher
He was a poor boy at that time, in fact, when he had learned his
trade and wished to move to St. Mary's and open a meat shop there, he had
In 1859 he came to Sidney and
borrow
the money with which to do so.
to
rented the brewery that his brother had established, and in i860 bought an
He was a shrewd
interest in the business and in 1876 bought the entire plant.
and able business man and very soon enlarged the original plant and through
From his death in 1881
his energy and enterprise built up a great business.
until 1896 the brewery was operated by his sons under the name of John
Wagner's Sons, when it was incorporated as The John Wagner Sons' Brewing
Company, with Mary A. Wagner, widow of John Wagner, as president;
Henry Wagner as vice-president and general manager; and Edward J. Wagner
In the winter of 1911-12 the company installed
as secretary and treasurer.
some of the latest and finest bottling machinery in use in the United States,
the capacity of their plant permitting them to bottle 100 barrels of beer every
in

1

business.

ten hours.

John Wagner was married
lives in the old

of whom,
brewery.

home

in

at Sidney,

Henry and Edward

Henry Wagner began

to

1857 to Mary Ann Mayer, who survives and
and nine children were born to them, two
J., are interested with their mother in the

work

in his father's plant as

soon as his school
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days were over and is a practical brewer and brewmaster. He married Miss
Josephine Erne, of Fort Wayne. Ind.
He maintains fraternal relations
with the Elks and the Eagles and belongs also to the United Commercial
Travelers.

Edward J. Wagner, secretary and treasurer of the above company, was
born at Sidney, January 6, i860, and, like his brother, has been connected
with this brewery during his enure business life. He married Miss Elizabeth
Kraft, of Sidney, and they have two sons Carl J. and George E. Mr. Wagner
belongs to the Eagles, the Elks and the United Commercial Travelers Association, and is more or less active in local politics and during 1884, 1886
and 1888, served in the city council. Both he and brother are solid, reliable
business men, and in both public and private life are trustworthy in every
:

particular.

HARRY

BENNETT, who

E.

is

manager of The Oldham-Bennett Realty

one of the representative business men
and Ella (Emley) Bennett, and born
November 5, 1873, in Franklin township, Shelby county, O., three miles
north of Sidney, on land that his great-grandfather, Nehemiah Bennett, had
entered from government.
Nehemiah Bennett was born in Pennsylvania but farther back the family
records have not been preserved.
He married Sarah Slusser in 1817, of
Franklin county and came to Shelby county in 1820. He located on a farm
in Franklin township which became the family homestead.
His son, Charles
Bennett, was born here. October 25, 1825, and married Nancy M. DickenTheir son Milton Bennett was born December 19, 185 1, and married
sheets.
Ella Emley, their son Harry E. being born on the same homestead.
In the course of time Milton Bennett became a well-known business man
and later admitted his son Harry E., to a partnership and for twelve years
conducted his business under the firm name of M. Bennett & Son, dealers
Milton Bennett is, at present, president of The Oldhamin gravel and sand.
Bennett Realty Company, which was incorporated on July 1, 1912.
Harry E. Bennett was educated in the public schools, living in Franklin
township until he was nine years old and then moving to Clinton township
and, with the exception of two and one-half years, has been a life-long resident
For five years prior to the consolidation of The Oldof Shelby county.
ham Bennett realty interests, Mr. Bennett was associated with John Oldham
He is a wide-awake business man and a great
in the real-estate business.
believer in the future of Shelby county.
In 1894 Mr. Bennett was married to Miss Mary Joslin, a daughter of
Mr.
C. R. and Lou V. Joslin, and they have two children Ruth and Milton.
Bennett is identified with a number of civic bodies for the public welfare
and in every way is a useful citizen and fraternally is identified with the

Company, and

of Sidney, O.

the junior partner,

He

is

is

a son of Milton

:

Odd

Fellows.
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THOMPSON,

D. J.
one of Shelby county's most highly respected and
universally esteemed citizens, a veteran of the great Civil war and for forty
years a successful educator of the youth of this county, now lives in comfortable retirement on his farm in Washington township, ten miles southwest
of Sidney, O. He was born on this farm August 25, 1829, and is a son of
James and Elizabeth (Jerfrys) Thompson.
James Thompson, father of D. J. Thompson, was born in Ireland and
to America in his boyhood by his father, John Thompson, settling
Pennsylvania where he grew to manhood and where he married Ellen
To this union were born four sons Freeborn, James, John and A.
Wesley. His wife dying, he was married secondly to Elizabeth Jeffries and
moved to Warren county, Ohio, but remained there only one year and then
came to Shelby county in 1824. The Thompsons were among the pioneer
settlers and became identified with the county's early civilizing agencies. Of
Huldah,
the issue of his second marriage five children grew to maturity
Eleanor, D. J. Thomas and Arza B. D. J. Thompson is the only survivor.
D. J. Thompson married, June 17, 1852, Miss Sarah K. Diltz, a native
of New Jersey and a daughter of William Diltz, who came to Shelby county
in the early 'forties. Mrs. Thompson died January 1, 1905, and was the mother
of eleven children, six sons and five daughters, as follows Warren B. David
James L. William
B., who died at the age of thirty-two years; John M.
M. P. Thomas S. Mrs. D. W. Gearhart of Piqua, O. Mrs. D. M. Pruden
of Sidney, O. Mrs. J. C. Suber, of Fletcher, O. deceased Huldah Catherine,
who died at the age of fifteen years and Sadie who died aged six years.
Mr. Thompson attended the district schools in his youth and had two
terms of instruction in the Picpia schools, and afterward began to teach
For his services he at first received the sum of twelve dollars a
school.
month, which was then considered ample pay, and according to the custom,
was given boarding and lodging in the homes of his patrons, each in turn
Very vividly does Mr.
taking care of the teacher for a specified period.
Thompson recall his first primitive school houses, the rooms having no
desks but instead slab benches, and greased paper taking the place of glass in

was brought
in

Briggs.

:

:

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

He

found congenial work in teaching and for forty
profession and all through Washington and Loramie
townships and in other parts of the county, there are happy and successful
women and men who remember him with regard as their beloved and patient
He also recalls them with warm-hearted feelings and has always
teacher.
taken an interest in the careers of those with whom his close association as
an instructor, through so long a period, made him well acquainted. In 1862,
heeding his country's call, he enlisted as a private for service in the Civil war,
While engaged in
entering Company B, Fiftieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
the service he was unanimously elected first lieutenant of his company, in
which he served until March 22, 1863, being a participant in the great battle
of Perrysville. After this battle, a captain's commission was tendered him,
At the close of his military service he returned and
which he declined.
resumed teaching and also took charge of the home farm which his son now
the

window

apertures.

years gave his

life to his
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evening of his life, is surrounded by seven
living children, fourteen grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren, and
affection,
domestic
and
cannot fail to be proud of his numerous,
a wealth of
bright, attractive and intelligent descendants.
He is one of the old members
of the Methodist church at Lockington, in which he has held all the offices
times
and
to
which
he
has
given
liberal
various
support.
at
In politics he
is a republican and frequently has served as township assessor and as township trustee, and has long been one of the men whose advice and clear judgment have been consulted in local affairs. He is identified with the Grand
Army of the Republic and has attended many reunions. He is now spending
his latter days on the home farm with his youngest son, Thomas S. and his
wife Emma (Hinskey) Thompson, and two loveable grandchildren, Davis J..
Jr., his namesake, and Mary Adyline.
operates.

in the

CHARLES

W. BENJAMIN,* junior member of the reliable old business
firm of C. R. Benjamin & Son, handle manufacturers, and manager of the
same, is additionally interested in business as a dealer in coal, lumber and
cement, at Sidney, 0. He was born at Lakewood, N. V.. November 10, 1870,
and is a son of C. R. and Mary (Johnson) Benjamin.
In 1884 C. R. Benjamin came to Sidney and deeming it a promising business point, established here his handle factory and the success of his enterprise
Eor years he has been numbered with the city's most
justified his judgment.
reliable and substantial citizens and has interests aside from his manufacturing, being one of the directors of the Citizens National Bank at Sidney.
Although for some time considerably hampered by failing vision, he has kept
in the business field, but in 19 12 the misfortune of blindness settled on him
While "this is deplored nevertheless his advice and
occasioned by cataract.
business judgment is still at the service of the firm and the calamity is thus
largely personal.
On June 17, 1912, the factory for the manufacturing of
shovel handles was completely destroyed by fire.
At the present writing it
is being rebuilt on a larger scale and when completed as many as forty workmen will be employed in carrying on the industry.
Charles W. Benjamin was fourteen years old when his parents came
to Sidney and here his education was completed and his business career begun
and continued. He married Miss Nellie Robertson and they have two chilMr. Benjamin is identified fraternally
dren: Charles R. and Mary Emily.
with the Knights of Pythias, the Elks and the United Commercial Travelers.
Of genial, pleasing personality. Mr. Benjamin has many friends and is one
of the city's most popular citizens.

FERNANDO

W. APPLE, a farmer and stock dealer of Perry township,
Shelby county. O., has lived in this section of the state for the past thirty-two
For many years he was
years and is well known in township and county.
active in farming and handling stock and still retains 298 acres of valuable
He was born in Champaign county, O., August 16, 1858. and is a son
land.
of John and Sarah Jane ( Pence) Apple.
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The parents of Mr. Apple were of solid old Pennsylvania German stock.
They lived in Champaign county, O., for many years and died on their farm
there and their burial was in Spring Grove cemetery at Millerstown, O. They
belonged

to

the

Evangelical

Lutheran church.

eldest child, the others being: Charles X.

;

Mary

Fernando W. was their
William Circle;

Alice, wife of

Otta and Walter.

Fernando W. Apple obtained his schooling in Champaign county and
afterward assisted his father on the farm, doing much hard work as in those
days much of the labor-saving machinery now in use was not on the market.
In 1880 he came to Shelby county and for sixteen years contented himself
with renting land but then started to buying and continued until he had 298
acres, all of which is fine, arable land.
While he no longer engages in the
labor of the farm, he remains interested in all its industries and is anxious
that it should be brought to the highest state of production.
Mr. Apple was married in 1879, to Miss Ella Wibel, who was born in
Champaign county, O., a daughter of Jacob and Anna (Plank) Wibel.
Mr. Wibel was a prominent farmer near Millerstown. Both he and wife
are deceased and their burial was in the Spring Grove cemetery.
They had
four children: Mary, wife of Daniel Brubaker; Clara, wife of Xoah Pence;
To the latter have been born three
Albert; and Ella, wife of Mr. Apple.
children, namely: Carl, who married Pearl Fahnestock; Chloe, who married
Vern Ward and they have one son, Virgil Richard; and Anna, who is the
Mr. Apple has always given his political support
wife of Frank Peppers.
He and family attend the Methodist Episcopal
to the democratic ticket.
church at Pemberton, O.

WILLIAM HOEWISHER, who is one of the heavy tax payers of
Franklin township, where he owns 225 acres of fine land, has been a continuous resident since 1893, with the exception of two years, and as a raiser
of high grade stock is known all over this part of the state. He was born
in Auglaize county, O., February 18, 1862, and is a son of Henry and Gustina
(Lampiding) Hoewisher.
Henry Hoewisher was born in Germany and there attended school and
afterward learned the carpenter trade. He was only seventeen years of age
when he came to America but was a good workman and followed his trade
He
until he acquired land and afterward gave his attention to farming.
married Gustina Lamping, who was born in Auglaize county, and died in
Gustave:
1893, having been the devoted mother of a large family, as follows
Frederick; Matilda, who is the wife of L. C. Langhorst; William; George;
Henry; John; Mary, who is the wife of August Fritz; Emma, who married
(first) Henry Miller, and (second) Henry Brandt; Edward; Lizzie, who is
the wife of August Kettler: and Ida, who is the wife of Edward Tecklenburg.
William Hoewisher attended the public schools and afterward remained
He then rented land
assisting his father until he was twenty-five years old.
from his father for five years, when he retired from farming and during the
He
next two years was engaged in a mercantile business at Kettlersville.
:

t^E%friw
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found, however, that an agricultural life was more congenial and in 1893
bought his present property from George Malcolm, and ever since, with the
exception of two years during which he returned to the home place when his
father retired to New Bremen, where he still lives, Mr. Hoewisher has actively
pushed his industries on this farm. He grows grain to some extent but is
more interested in his fine stock, among which are some thirty head of
imported Percheron and Belgian horses.
Mr. Hoewisher was married April 21, 1887, to Miss Sarah Roettger, a
daughter of Henry and Mary (Koch) Roettger, farming people of Shelby
county, who have the following children Sarah Anna, who married Henry
Sollman; Katie, who married Henry Hoewisher, a brother of William;
Charles; Henrietta, who married Frederick Edgbert; Malinda, who married Henry Isenhut; Elsie, who married Benjamin Solomon; and Alfred,
Mary, Esther, Herbert and Minerva.
Mr. and Mrs. Hoewisher have five children Harry, Elda, Harvey,
Walter and Sarah. The family belongs to the Lutheran church at Sidney,
In politics Mr. Hoewisher is a stanch democrat.
O.
While living in Van
Buren township he served one term as assessor and has been a school director
in Franklin township.
:

;

:

NATIONAL BANK

THE

FIRST
of Jackson Center, 0., was organized
19, 1895, under the style of The Farmers & Merchants Bank of Jackson
Center, with Shelby Baughman as president, and P. R. Clinhents as cashier.
The first account was opened by the Jackson Center Elevator Company, and
the second name on the books of the institution was John Johns.
After a service of two years, P. R. Clinhents died and Frank Baughman

June

succeeded him as cashier and F. M. Wildermuth became assistant cashier
Mr. Baughman resigned on October 19, 1909, and was succeded by
In the meanwhile, on February 1, 1907, the business
F. M. Wildermuth.
was reorganized, the bank becoming The First National Bank of Jackson
The
Center, when it entered upon a new and still more prosperous career.
initial capitalization was $10,000, while its present capital is $33,000, and
according to its statement of September 4, 1912, it has assets of $392,830.92,
The bank owns its own
surplus $66,000, and $45,000 undivided profits.
substantial building and it is equipped with a screw-door safe, the wall being
twenty inches in thickness. The officers of the bank are. Shelby Baughman,
F. M. Wildermuth, cashier, and
president G. A. Swikard, vice-president
Walter C. Meranda, assistant cashier, with a board of seven directors.
in 1905.

;

;

WILLIAM O'LEARY.*

who, as chief of police, occupies n very responSidney, O., is a man well qualified for the same both by
experience and through those personal traits and natural endowments that
are absolutely necessary for official position of this nature. He was born in
Green township, Shelby county, O., March 25, 1871. and is a son of Thomas
sible position, at

and Mary (Kelley) OXeary.

Until Chief O'Leary was ten years old his
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parents lived on the farm of his birth but then came to Sidney and lived in
this city during the remainder of their lives.
William O'Leary attended the Catholic school at Sidney and under the
direction of the gentle sisters became a well informed youth.
He then
learned the blacksmith trade with his brother, Hugh O'Leary and continued
to work as a blacksmith until 1892, when he joined the police force and was
gradually advanced in rank until, fourteen years ago, he was made chief of
Firmness and efficiency have marked his administration and
the department.
perhaps there is no city of its size in Ohio that is better policed or in which
the life and rights of its citizens are more securely guarded.
Chief O'Leary was married to Miss Emma Simmons and they have three
The family belongs to the Catholic
sons William, Emerson and Hugh.
For a number of years Chief O'Leary has been identified with the
church.
Knights of Columbus and he belongs also to the Elks.
:

EDWARD

H. BILLING, postmaster at Swanders, O., and proprietor
of the leading general store of the town, is a representative citizen of this
He was born in Franklin township, Shelby county,
part of Shelby county.
November 30, 1881, and is a son of Jacob and Philipina (Geib) Billing.
Jacob Billing and wife were of German ancestry and for many years they
were respected residents of Franklin township, and there both died, their
burial being in the cemetery of the Lutheran church to which they belonged.
They had a family of seven children: Edward H., Minnie, Albert, Harry.
Dora, Webster and Myrtle.
Edward H. Billing attended the public schools in Franklin township,
afterward taking a commercial course in a business college at Sidney, and
He then came to
this was followed by two years of work on the home farm.
Swanders and for two years worked for J. B. Wyatt, then proprietor of his
present store, from whom he purchased in July, 1907. and has conducted it
ever since. In politics he is a democrat and for the past five years has been
postmaster here.

On

25. 1907, Mr. Billing was married to Miss Theda Foster,
Shelby county, a daughter of George W. and Anna (Snawley)
Mr. and Mrs.
Mrs. Billing has two brothers, Guy and Marion.
Foster.
They attend the German Reformed
Billing have one son, George Foster.

September

who was born

in

church.

FRED D. CLARK, D. O., who has been engaged in the practice of
osteopathy at Sidney, O., for the past two years and is in the enjoyment of
and lucrative one, was born at Piqua. O., June 23, 1880, and is a son
large
a
of Dr. George W. and Sallie (Maderis) Clark.
The father of Doctor Clark was born in Clark county, O., the family
being a pioneer one of that section. He practiced at Piqua, O., a graduate
of the Fort Wayne College, married Sallie Maderis, and died when their one
His widow survives.
child was but two years old.
Fred D. Clark was afforded excellent educational advantages and early
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developed an inherited tendency toward the healing art.
For five years of
early manhood, before entering the College of Osteopathy, at Kirksville,
Mo., he was secretary of the St. Mary's Machine Company, St. Marys, O.
In the class of 1910 he was graduated from the American School of Osteopathy, at Kirksville, the venerable founder of which still survives, and then
came to Sidney, where he has met with truly gratifying success. Since graduation he has kept closely in touch with medical and surgical progress all over
the world and is identified with all the leading organizations of his special
system; the American Osteopathic Association, the Ohio State Osteopathic
Society and the Missouri Valley Osteopathic Society. Doctor Clark belongs
to Temperance Lodge No. 73, F. & A. M., at Sidney; Summit Lodge, Knights
of Pythias, at Sidney the Knights of Korassen and the Commercial Club, and
;

membership in his college society, the Iota Tau Sigma fraternity.
Doctor Clark was married in 1901, to Miss Eva Davenport, a daughter of
C. P. Davenport, of Hardin, Shelby county, O., and they have one daughter,
Doctor and Mrs. Clark are members of the Presbyterian church
Juanita.

also retains

at Sidney.

BROACHEY

T. BULL, who is one of the representative business men
of Shelby county, has important interests in several directions and has been
a leading citizen of Sidney for the past twelve years.
He was born on his
father's farm in Green township, Shelby county, O.. September 30, 1861, and
is a son of David T. and Lucinda H. Bull, the former of whom died in the
fall of 1904, the latter surviving.
Broachey T. Bull was reared on the home farm and attended the country
schools and one year at Ada, O.
Farming and stock raising have largely
claimed his attention and he is one of the best known stock men in this section
of the country and is at the head of the firm of B. T. Bull & Co., meat
dealers at Sidney.
Mr. Bull owns a large amount of valuable land in the
county, his well improved farms lying in Green and Orange townships.
Mr. Bull was married in 1885 to Miss Lottie Sleeter, who is a daughter
of F. H. Sleeter, a retired fanner now residing at Sidney.
Mr. and Mrs.
Bull have one son, Sleeter Bull, who, at present, is an instructor in the
agricultural department of the University of Illinois.
He is a graduate of
Buchtel College, at Akron, O.. and also of the Ohio State University at
Columbus, and additionally is a post graduate of the Pennsylvania State
University and took his degree of master of science in that institution. He
Sleeter Bull is a fraternity man, being a
is married but has no children.
Mason and an Odd Fellow, and grand president of his college fraternity.
Broachey T. Bull is identified prominently with several fraternal bodies,
being past grand in the order of Odd Fellows, an encampment member
Although never very active
I. O. O. F., and a member of the Red Men.
politically, Mr. Bull is an earnest and thoughtful citizen and has given support
to public policies which have been approved by his judgment, but his larger
interests have been along agricultural lines and his usefulness to his section
in developing farm industries and in improving stock is very generally acknowledged.
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GEORGE

A. RHEIXISH,* who is engaged in the tin, iron work, sheet
metal and furnace business at Sidney, O., including spouting and roofing
work, is a well known, reliable and necessary business man of this place
where he has been established for about ten years. He was born at Cincinnati, O., April i, 1871, and is a son of George Rheinish.
The father of Mr. Rheinish was born in Germany and there learned the
brewing business and after coming to the United States worked at the same
in the city of Cincinnati.
In 1875 he moved with his family to Sidney and
as brewmaster by the Wagner Brewing Company and under
first lager beor ever produced by this company was brewed.
His death occurred at Sidney where his widow still lives.
George A. Rheinish was four years old when his parents came to Sidney
and here he was reared and attended the parochial school. For four years
he worked in the Sidney Wheel Works and learned wheel making, after
which he started to learn the tinner's trade with James Ristron with whom
He
he worked for eleven years and then engaged in business for himself.
is qualified to do any kind of sheet metal work and in his different lines is
work
this
county
when
of
kind
is
of
special
importance,
called all over the
having four men beside himself and a bookkeeper constantly employed. Mr.

was engaged

his direction the

Rheinish belongs to the Catholic church.

SINCLAIR JOHNSON HATFIELD,

a

man

of

many

public achieve-

ments and numerous professional honors, for many years was an honored
member of the Sidney bar. He was born in Wayne county, O., September
21, 1845, and died October 30, 191 1. the eldest son of George D. and Matilda
(Patterson) Hatfield. The other members of the family were: Margaret,
illiam, Alice and Sarah Adelaide, the last named being the
Tames, Robert,

W

wife of Dr. D.

J.

Satterfield.

Sinclair Johnson Hatfield spent his early life on a farm near Apple Creek,
where he attended the common schools and afterward taught for several
years.
His literary tastes and mental quickness being recognized by his
parents, he was sent for several years to Vermillion Institute, at Hayesville,
O., and afterward attended Western Reserve College at Hudson which he
He subsequently entered the law school of
left at the end of his junior year.
Michigan University at Ann Arbor, where, in 1875, he was graduated, in
After admission to the bar of
the fall of the same year coming to Sidney.
Ohio, he entered upon the practice of the law. At the time of his death he
practice
of
the bar association.
was the oldest member in years of
On September 3, 1868, Mr. Hatfield was married to Miss Caroline
McClure, who was born in Wayne county, O., a daughter of Samuel B. and
Sabina (Carey) McClure. The father of Mrs. Hatfield was a substantial
farmer and well known citizen of Wayne county. She was the youngest in
a family of five children: Alfred; Mary E., wife of George Jameson: Jemimah, wife of Isaiah Dunlap; and Susan, being the others. To Mr. and
Mrs. Hatfield three children were born George Avery, who is superintendent
of the water works at Sidney, O., married Florence Nealey and they have one
:
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Gertrude, who is an instructor in the Ohio State
School for the Deaf and Dumb, at Columbus; and Alfred Sinclair, who died

daughter, Gertrude Matilda

;

in his first year.

In politics Mr. Hatfield was an ardent and active member of the republican
party and was its candidate for representative and prosecuting attorney.
Governor Bushnell appointed him a member of the State Board of Pardons,
an office he held for more than ten years, in which he distinguished himself
by the wisdom and humanity of his views and by the care and attention he
gave to his duties. Shortly before his death he was appointed a member of
the board of trustees of the Shelby County Children's Home.
Mr. Hatfield was a learned man, a sound lawyer, well versed in the fundisregards trivialities and seeks only to do justice between man and man.
firm and wise counselor, he ever maintained the rights of his clients, but
did so with true courtesy and the utmost consideration for those to whom
he was opposed professionally. It has been said of him that his kindly humor
more than once brought about the solution of many an otherwise difficult
situation.
Virtually, all his life he was a member of the Presbyterian church,
to which his family also belongs.
While he never tolerated evil, his gentle
Christian nature was such that he abhorred the wrong while forgiving the
wrongdoer. A man of such kindly consideration for others naturally made
a legion of friends who responded in kind to his genuine affection. To sum
up, he was an honorable, high-minded Christian gentleman, who all his days
sought to do his full duty. His death was universally regretted.

A

SAMUEL

D. CRUMBAUGH,* one of the well known business men of
has been identified with the farm implement trade for the past
thirteen years and has been an individual dealer since 1909, was born on a
farm in Perry township, Shelby county, O., December 10, 1866, and is a
son of Daniel and Naomi (Keplinger) Crumbaugh.
The Crumbaugh family is a pioneer one of Perry township. Grandfather
John Crumbaugh securing the present Crumbaugh homestead by entry, at
an early day. Daniel Crumbaugh was born on that farm and spent his life
there, his death being accidentally caused by a runaway team, in 1899.
His
wife was also a native of Shelby county, a daughter of Mathias Keplinger,
who came here from Clark county.
Samuel D. Crumbaugh remained during his father's lifetime on the home
farm and after his death sold the property and entered his present business
and was engaged in selling farm implements until he embarked in this line for
He carries the
himself, purchasing the store and stock of Homer Wright.
goods of those standard companies which experience has proved to him as
most in demand, having a complete stock of the International Harvester
goods and the products of the Weber Wagon Company.
Mr. Crumbaugh was married to Miss Viola Hoover and they have had
two children Harry, who died when aged seven years and Forrest, who is
Mr. Crumbaugh in his active interest
in the jewelry business with E. E. Kay.
in local public matters follows in the footsteps of his honored father and was
In
appointed to fill out his father's unexpired term as township trustee.
Sidney,

who

:

;
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every

way

•

he has shown a disposition to be a useful citizen. In early manidentified with the Odd Fellows and his interest in this

hood be became

fraternal organization continues.

MILTON BAKER,

a general farmer in Salem township, Shelby county,
serving in his second year as turnpike superintendent, operates a
acres, one-third of which he owns.
He was born in
Shelby county, November 15, 1881, and is a son of William C. and Frederika
(Schmidt) Baker.
The parents of Mr. Baker reside on their farm in Jackson township,
Shelby county, and Mr. Baker is a well known man and prominent politician
He has been twice
and for six years served as a county commissioner.
married, first to a Miss Thompson who was survived by one son, Allen. To
his second marriage the following children were born Leo, Roscoe, Boston,
Nora, Milton, May, Lina, Ida, Bessie and Clara.
Nora is the wife of
Clarence C. Steenrod.
Milton Baker obtained a good public school education and since then has
engaged continuously in farming and stock raising. In February, 1903 he
was married to Miss Eva Clinehens, a daughter of Conrad and Catherine
Clinehens who have other children, namely: Edith, wife of Ernest Wones;
and Elmer, Chester, Harry, Omer and Roscoe. Mr. Clinehens' first wife
was a Miss Mead and they had one daughter, Emma, who is the wife of
John Piper. To Mr. and Mrs. Baker four children have been born Mabel.
Alma, Chloe and Elmer, the older ones attending school. Mr. Baker is
He is a man of good standing in his
identified with the democratic party.
neighborhood and his fellow citizens recognize the fact that when he is
elected to an office its duties will be performed honestly and efficiently.
O.,

who

is

farm of eighty-six

:

:

GEORGE

LOUDENBACH,*

one of the well known business men
operates a general repair shop and is a bicycle dealer,
came first to Sidney in 1883, and has been a permanent resident since 1892.
He was born on a farm in Champaign county, O., March 4, 1849, and is a
son of Emanuel and Anna (McCoy) Loudenbach.
Emanuel Loudenbach and wife came to Ohio from Virginia, now West
Virginia, and the father engaged in farming in Champaign county, where
His widow survived and died at Oakley, 111., while on
his death occurred.
a visit, being then aged eighty-two years.
George R. Loudenbach grew up on the home farm and early discovered
that he possessed not only mechanical aptitude but mercantile ability, the
latter being shown when he easily sold farm implements and this led him
He
to engage in the business at L'rbana, where he continued for two years.
then was engaged as a traveling salesman for the Long-Alstaler Company,
implements,
of
Hamilton,
and
farm
O.,
traveled
manufacturers of
for that
house for eleven years, his territory being northern Ohio and Illinois, and
during this period his first visit was made to Sidney. When he retired from
the life of a commercial traveler and desired to go into business for himself
of Sidney, O.,

R.

who

LOUIS

G.

CROFT
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he came to Sidney, where he dealt in farm implements for twenty years,
closing out that branch of his business in 1908.
He keeps busily occupied
repairing bicycles, automobiles, sewing machines, vulcanizing and in similar
work and also sells bicycles for which there is a steady demand, this handy
vehicle yet claiming many votaries of healthful exercise.
Mr. Loudenbach was married first to Miss Ida Dickensheets, a daughter
of John D. Dickensheets, March 8, 1883, who died in 1900, survived by one
daughter, Margaret. At Sidney, O., Mr. Loudenbach was married (second)
to Miss Mabel Snyder, in August, 1912.
Politically a democrat, Mr. Loudenbach has, at times, been called upon to serve in responsible offices and for
seven years was a trustee of the water works and on two occasions was
elected a member of the board of public service. Fraternally he is identified
with the Red Men and the Tribe of Ben Hur and belongs to both branches
of Odd Fellowship. Mr. Loudenbach enjoys out door sports and is a member
of the Shelby County Deer Hunters' Association.

LOUIS

G.

CROFT,

most modern and

proprietor of Croft's Steam Laundry, the largest,
is an experienced
for twenty-six years.
1871, and is a son of
he was a babe of six

best equipped laundry in Shelby county,

man in this business, in which he has been concerned
He was born at Anna, Shelby county, O., November 2,
Christian and Mary Croft, who came to Sidney when
months.

Mr. Croft's career is an interesting one to consider in that it shows how
a poor boy, left an orphan at the age of eight years, managed, through his
own inherent sterling qualities, to secure an education and to maintain himself
in the respect and confidence of those with whom it was his lot to live.
After
his parents died he resided with an aged man by the name of H. Enders,
who was a potter and also worked at gardening, and the otherwise homeless
youth worked for him for about seven years and shared his fortune. He then
became an employe of the Sidney Steam Laundry, where he continued for
four and one-half years, after which he worked in a similar place for nine
months at Findlay. From there he went to St. Mary's, O., and there invested
in a hand laundry, which he conducted successfully for six months and then
started a steam laundry, admitting F. M. Smith as a partner.
After three
years he sold out to Mr. Smith and started a laundry at Piqua, O., which he
operated for two years and then returned to Sidney. It must have afforded
Mr. Croft considerable satisfaction to be able, at this time, to buy the Sidney
Steam Laundry, the same concern in which he had been first employed, and
afterward he changed the name to Croft's Steam Laundry, which he has
since conducted with great success. In 1907 he erected his fine cement laundry
building and has installed all modern equipments including the Troy and
American laundry machinery, and here steady employment is afforded from
fifteen to eighteen men and women, and in delivering and collecting both a
wagon and an automobile are used. This laundry is a monument to Mr.
He knows every detail of the business and has forgotten
Croft's industry.
nothing and in times of great stress does not disdain to once more work the
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shirt ironing machine or other laundry device with his well-paid employes.
Mr. Croft was married first to Miss Minnie Salm, of Sidney, who died
January 14, 1904, leaving four children: Frederick, Martha, Leo and Edna.
His present wife was formerly Mrs. Mary Stolle, and they had one son,
Edward. Mr. Croft belongs to the Elks, the Red Men and the Knights of
Columbus, and is a leading member of the Ohio State Laundrymen's Associa-

He is a consistent member of the Roman Catholic church. He is serving at present as a member of the city council, being councilman at large.

tion.

McCULLOUGH,

a substantial citizen and general farmer
C. D.
county, O., resides in section 22, Cynthian township, where he owns
of fine land well adapted for both farming and stock raising. He
January 13, 1869, in Auglaize county, O., and is a son of Robert and

of Shelby
160 acres

was born
Margaret

(Downy) McCullough.
Robert McCullough was born and reared in Columbiana county, O., but
He followed
to Auglaize county soon after he was first married.
farming all through his active life and owned 116 acres of land in Auglaize
county and later bought forty acres in Turtle Creek township, Shelby county.
His death occurred on the latter farm when aged seventy-nine years, eleven
months and eighteen days. His first marriage was to Jane Hoey. who died
in Auglaize county, the mother of five children
Susan, Margaret. Sophia,
James and John. His second marriage was to Margaret Downy Guilbert,
who was born in Clark* county, O., and died in Auglaize county, nine years
after her husband, when aged seventy-nine years, six months and twenty-four
She was a widow when she married Mr. McCullough and had three
days.
children: Walter D., James and Mary A. Guilbert. To her second marriage
two children were born: Alice, who is the wife of Isaac Anderson, of Wapakoneta, O. and C. D. McCullough. Mr. and Mrs. McCullough were estimable people in every relation of life and were members of the Methodist
Their burial was in the Olive Branch
Episcopal church at Hardin, O.
cemetery in Auglaize county.
C. D. McCullough was eight years old when his parents moved on the farm
in Turtle Creek township and he attended the common schools there and after-

moved

:

;

ward

assisted his father until his

own

marriage, since

when he has

resided in

His present farm had been somewhat improved by his
father-in-law, the late Jonathan W'egley, and the supplementary improvements
made by Mr. McCullough have been of a very substantial character. With
the exception of fifteen acres in timber, all the farm is well drained and Mr.
McCullough raises excellent crops and stock. He has always devoted his main
attention to agricultural interests and for seven years has been a member of
the Shelby county Fair Board and for two years served as vice-president of
Cynthian township.

this body.

Mr. McCullough was married to Miss Sarah A. Wegley, a native of Mercer
county, O., a daughter of Jonathan and Sarah Wegley. Mr. Wegley married
Sarah Circle, of that county, in which they continued to live until 1876, when
they moved to Washington township, Shelby county, and lived there until
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when they removed to Cynthian township and settled on a tract of 170
acres.
The parents of Airs. McCullough remained on that farm until the
death of the father, in 1892, when aged fifty-five years, when the mother retired
1885,

to Lockington, O. and later to Piqua, where her death occurred in 191 1, the
burial of both being in the cemetery at Lockington. They were members of the
United Brethren church and much esteemd people wherever they lived. They
had the following children: James, Mary, Emanuel, Fred, Joseph, Eva, Sarah
A., Daisy and Olive.

To Mr. and Mrs. McCullough seven children have been born, namely:
Carrie Margaret, deceased; and Warren C, deceased; Sarah Josephine;
Wilma Robert Ross Mabel and Harold. All were given educational oppor;

;

tunities in the

Hopewell

special school district.

HOWARD VERTNER,*

who is associated with his father in business
conducting the Vertner hardware store, is one of the enterprisof the city, of which he has been a resident for several years.
He was born on a farm near Beaver Dam, Allen county, O., June 24. 1881,
and is a son of Samuel and Ida Vertner.
Howard Vertner was reared on the home farm and remained there until
he was twenty years of age, in the meanwhile attending the schools near
his home and the Beaver Dam high school.
His first work that called him
away from home was in the oil fields around Beaver Dam. His next employment removed him still further as he went to Detroit, Mich., where he was
in the employ of the A. T. & T. Telephone Company and remained for two
years, returning then to Beaver Dam and from there came to Sidney in
August, 1910. In partnership with his father he bought out the old established
hardware house of Line & Davis. Mr. Vertner has made a very favorable
impression on the people of Sidney as a business man and he carries a full
stock of all goods in his line, including stoves.
Mr. Vertner married Miss Bessie M. Main, of Addison, Mich., and their
attractive residence is at No. 514 South Main street, Sidney.
Mr. Vertner
is identified with the Masonic fraternity.
He is not very active in politics
but he keeps fully abreast the times in all that concerns solid, reliable and
honorable citizenship.
at Sidney, O.,

ing young

men

JOHN MAY,
citizens of

Jr., who is one of the well known and highly respected
Van Buren township, in which he is a heavy landowner, having

three valuable farms which aggregate 220 acres, was born in this township,
Baumbauer) May.
in 1857, and is a son of John and Elizabeth
The parents of Mr. May were born in Germany and when the)- came to
the United States, in the forties, settled near New Bremen, O.
Of their
fourteen children only three survive: John, Henry and Adam. Henry resides
(

Van Buren township, where he married Sophia Keck. Adam, who is
a resident of Wapakoneta, married Flora Ouellhorst.
John May. Jr., obtained his education in the public schools. He may be
numbered with the most successful and progressive farmers and stock raisers
also in
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of this section of Shelby county, and for a number of years he has also been
engaged in stock buying. All his land is highly improved, handsome dwellings, barns and other farm buildings showing forth the justifiable pride he
takes in his property and in no less degree he is active as a citizen, being liberal

and

public-spirited.

Mr. May was married first to Miss Caroline Mauer, who died in 1893,
mother of two children Emma and Caroline, the latter of whom is
deceased. The second marriage of Mr. May was to Mrs. Augusta (Mauer)
Burmeister, widow of William Burmeister, who had one daughter, Dora.
The parents of Mrs. May were Charles and Mary (Shafer) Mauer. To this
marriage eight children were born Bertha, Harry, Clara, Alma, Clarence,
Homer, Florence and Frances. Of these, Harry, Clarence, Homer, Florence
and Frances live at home. The other chlidren of Mr. May are married, as
follows: Emma is the wife of Carl Kettering and they live at Wapakoneta;
Bertha is the wife of Lloyd Catterman and they live at Lima, O. Clara is
the wife of Henry Deigle and they live in Auglaize county; and Alma is the
wife of Irvin Gritzmaker and they live on the old home farm in Van Buren
township.
Mr. May and family are members of the Lutheran church and
he belongs to its board of trustees. In politics he is a democrat and in local
circles exerts considerable party influence although too busy a man to consent
the

:

:

;

to serve in public office.

ROBERT

BEAMAN,

general farmer and reliable and representative
on and operates the J. N. Woodmancy
farm of 140 acres, situated five miles south of Sidney, O. Mr. Beaman was
born in Orange township, in 1877, and is a son of John and Anna (Pruden)

citizen of

K.

Orange township,

resides

Beaman.
John Beaman was born at Boston, Mass., was well educated there and
was about twenty years of age when he came to Shelby county and has followed farming here ever since and is a well known and highly respected citizen.
The family of nine children all survive.
Robert K. Beaman obtained his education in the public schools and learned
the principles of farming through assisting his father, remaining with him
until his own marriage, when he came to the farm of his father-in-law. which
he has successfully managed ever since, developing its productive possibilities
to the highest extent and raising a sufficiency of good stock for home use.
Mr. Beaman was married in 1905 to Miss Laura Dale Woodmancy, who
N. Woodmancy, one of the well known men of this secJohn Walter, Bernice Irene and Dorothy
Dale.
He has never been an office seeker but has taken an active interest
in all matters pertaining to section and country at large and casts his vote
For some years he has been identified
with the republican organization.
with the Odd Fellows at Kirkwood, O.
is

a daughter of

tion.

J.

They have

three children

ANTHONY BENSMAN,
Turtle Creek township,

is

:

who owns

eighty-eight acres of fine land in

one of the well known citizens and successful agri-
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He was

born December 16, 1867, at Minster,
a son of William and Catherine (Densing) Bens-

man.
William Bensman was born in Germany and came early to the United
States, and during a large portion of his life was a farmer in Auglaize county,
His wife, Catherine Densing, died in 1880. To this
O., where he died.
union six children were born William, Henry, Herman, John, Anthony
and Charles. In politics he was a democrat and in religious faith a Catholic.
Anthony Bensman attended the public schools until he was fourteen
years of age and then gave all his time to work on the home farm.
When
he married he purchased his present place in Turtle Creek township.
He
found the property needed a great deal of attention and immediately set
about making improvements and these included the remodeling of the farm
house and the erection of a new barn and other farm buildings, and all these
have been completed in a substantial manner. He makes no feature of stockraising, producing only enough for home use, but carefully superintends his
crop growing, using methods that produce very satisfactory results.
Mr.
Bensman is a very industrious man and looks after his affairs in a careful
and practical way. He casts his vote with the democratic party.
On May 18, 1892, Mr. Bensman was married to Miss Anna Schmitmeyer,
who was born March 29, 1870, in Shelby county, O., a daughter of Frederick
and Liesetta (Lamping) Schmitmeyer, who had other children as follows:
Elizabeth, Mary, Barney, John, Louis, Stephen, Joseph, Henry and Anthony.
Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bensman: Julius,
Mary, Jerome, Leonard and Lietta. The family belong to the Catholic
church at McCartyville. O.
:

MARION

ROBERTS,* who is a worthy representative of one of the
old and respected families of Salem township, Shelby county, O., lives on the
eighty acres with his widowed mother, was born on this place,

home farm of

August 14, 1876, and is a son of Andrew and Florence (Hartman) Roberts.
For many years the father of Mr. Roberts carried on farming and stock
raising here and was one of the solid and reliable men of this section, and
in business affairs as well as in social and family life was held in high esteem.
His death occurred September 22. 191 1, and his burial was in the Port Jefferson cemetery.
In politics he was a republican and in religious faith he
was a Methodist.
In early manhood he married Florence Hartman, who
survives, and they had the following children Emma, Marion, Cora, Blaine,
Oliver, Minnie, Lettie and Lela.
Cora is the wife of Lloyd Case.
Marion Roberts secured a common school education and until he was
:

twenty-three years old continued to assist his father on the home farm.
He
then started out independently and for the next six years worked by the
month for farmers in Shelby county and then returned to the home farm
of which he has had charge since his father's death. A general farming line
is carried on and stock for home use is raised, all the different industries
being well looked after.
Mr. Roberts is identified with the Masonic frater-
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nity at Port Jefferson and with his mother attends the Methodist Episcopal
He was reared to believe in and support the republican
church there.
party.

LAFAYETTE MERRICK STUDEVAXT,

who

is

vice-president

of

Exchange Bank, at Sidney, O., has additional banking inalso a leading manufacturer of Shelby county and one of the

the First National
terests

and

is

of this section.
He was born in Whitley county, Ind., June
and is a son of John F. and Mary Wood (Cochrun) Studevant.
John F. Studevant was born at Emporia, Va., and now resides, in his
eighty-seventh year at Sidney, O. In 1847 he married Mary Wood Cochrun,
who was born in Green county, O., in 1829, a daughter of Elisha and Sarah
Mrs. Studevant died August 23, 1910, after
Cochrun, natives of Kentucky.
sixty-three years of happy wedded life and left many to mourn her loss, she
After marriage Mr.
being an admirable woman in every relation of life.
and Mrs. Studevant lived in Ohio and then moved to Indiana and from there,
Several years afterwards they
in 1875, removed to Anna, Shelby county, O.
settled permanently at Sidney, Mr. Studevant being a cabinetmaker by trade.
Five children were born to them, Lafayette M. being the only one to survive

foremost

men

21, 1858,

the age of five years.

Until he was seventeen years of age, Lafayette M. Studevant devoted
Afterward he was variously employed
himself mainly to his school books.
for a time, keeping continually occupied, and for several years he followed
After his parents moved to Sidney, he learned the printthe painting trade.
ing trade in the office of the Sidney Journal, having previously, however,
taken a course in the Normal School, passed the teacher's examination satisfactorily and taught one winter term.
In 1879
r
Studevant went to Columbus Grove, where he purchased
a newspaper, although then but twenty-one years old, and conducted it for
one year but not with the success that encouraged him to devote his life to
In 1880 he entered a commercial school at Lima, O., where
journalism.
he took a business course and then accepted a position as bookkeeper in a
The business
bank, this being' the beginning of his banking connection.
proved congenial and he continued to advance until he became cashier of a
bank at a village called Ridgeville. While the place was small and offered
little field for endeavor, he there gained banking experience and it proved
From there he came to Sidney again and accepted a position with
valuable.
Philip Smith, who conducted a machine shop and continued and at present
He soon
is vice president of the Philip Smith Manufacturing Company.
In January, 1886 he
developed business astuteness in other directions.
started into the fire insurance business, and in October of the same year organized the Peoples Saving & Loan Association, being managing officer
of the same, and on September 1, 1899, organized the First National Exchange Bank, of which he was cashier for seven years.
The Peoples Saving & Loan Association is the largest enterprise of that
class in any town of the size of Sidney, in Ohio, and none in that state have

^

-
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This enterprise is capitalized at $50,000, with a surbeen more successful.
plus of $110,000 and its present standing is shown by the January 1-1913
statement to be: capital, surplus and deposits, $1,463,088.97, which means
Mr.
that its resources are larger than both of the National banks at Sidney.
Studevant continues to be secretary of this remarkably successful concern.
He is president also of the Eclipse Folding Machine Company and is a
director in the following prospering industries: the Sidney Tool Company,
the Sidney Manufacturing Company, the Monarch Machine Company, the

Royal Manufacturing Company, The Philip Smith Manufacturing Company and the Sidney Telephone Company.
On May 28, 1891, Mr. Studevant was married to Miss Abbie Benjamin,
a daughter of C. R. Benjamin, and they have raised two children: Mary
Helen and Thomas F. Both have been given exceptional educational adThomas F. graduated from the Howe Military School in the
vantages.
spring of 191 1 and at present is in the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor.
Mary Helen completed her education at Mrs. Stewart's School for Girls, an
exclusive institution at Washington, D. C.
Mr. Studevant and family are
members of the Methodist Episcopal church. In politics he is a democrat
and he served in the town council for one term, and was National Bank Examiner during Cleveland's last term. He is a charter member of the Commercial Club and is president of its board of managers.
His fraternal
affiliations include membership in the following orders
Odd Fellows,
Knights of Pythias, Elks, Red Men and all the Masonic bodies. As may be
seen Mr. Studevant is one of Sidney's most valuable citizens, awake to every
public duty and capable of meeting every business responsibility.
:

JAMES

J. EPPERSON, an old and respected resident of Shelby county,
O., and a veteran of the Civil war, resides on a well improved tract of three
acres situated in Turtle Creek township and owns a farm of fifty acres located
farther westward.
He was born May 20, 1844, in Harrison county, Ky.,
and is a son of John and Maria (Elizer) Epperson.

John Epperson was born in Virginia and followed an agricultural life.
He married Maria Elizer, who was born in Missouri, and they were parents
of the following children: William, Sarah, wife of Mahlon Leggitt; Martha,
Stephen, Mary, wife of Purnel Slade; Nancy J., wife of Purnel Hill; and
James J. The parents of the above family were members of the Methodist
Episcopal church (North).
James J. Epperson had but meagre educational opportunities in his boyhood compared to those of the present day. He was assisting his father on
the home farm when civil war was declared and on October 21, 1861, enlisted in Company I, Twentieth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, and remained
in the service until honorably discharged, September 18, 1865.
Ever since
then until he retired, with the exception of four years, Mr. Epperson has
been an active farmer. On July 22, 1869, he was married to Miss Melissa
Humphrey, who was born in Kentucky, where her people were farmers and
members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Her father was Emanuel
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Humphre), who married Louisa Toadvine, and

the children born to them
were the following: James, Melissa, Purnel, Ellen, Robert, William, Johanna,
wife of Benjamin Brown; Belle, wife of Charles Stewart; Thomas; and
Sallie, wife of George Patricks.
Five children were born tc Mr. and Mrs. Epperson, all of whom are
married, namely: Nellie, who is the wife of Robert Criswell. and they have
two children, Ernest and Lucinda Alva, who married Blanche Shelley, and
they have two children, Melvin and Austin; Claude, who married Bertha
Green and they have two children, Edith and John Samuel, who married
Sadie Eaton; Efne M., who is the wife of Milton Lennox and they have one
The family belongs to the Presbyterian church and Mr.
daughter, Mildred.
Epperson is much interested in the Sunday school and serves as assistant
He is a republican in his political views and served four
superintendent.
He and family are people of standing in
years as trustee of the township.
their community and are more or less known all over the county.
;

;

WILLIAM

excellent farm is situated three-fourths of
J. SMITH, whose
a mile west of Jackson Center, on the north side of the Arnett turnpike road,
devotes much of his attention to raising Jersey thorough-bred cattle and also
Plymouth Rock poultry. Mr. Smith was born in Jackson township, Shelby
county, O., on a farm that adjoins his own on the south, November 24. 1861,
and is a son of Hardin A. and Rhoda (Jenkins) Smith.
Hardin A. Smith was born in Virginia and lived there until thirteen years
of age when he accompanied his father, John Smith, to Clark county, O.
After leaving Clark county. Hardin A. Smith went to Champaign county and
there married Rhoda Jenkins and they had twelve children, ten of whom sur-

Elizabeth, who is, deceased, was the wife of W. V. Hughes, of Jackson
vive:
Center; Martha, who died when three years old; Jane, who is the wife of Milton Meranda Mary, who is the widow of Wesley Pence; Christina, who is
the widow of Martin A. Baker; Lydia, who is the wife of J. F. Davis; Minerva, who is the wife of R. W. Davis; William J.; Albert, who lives at Jackson Center; Laura, who is the wife of D. W. Ware; George, who lives two
miles south of Jackson Center and Frank, who lives one mile east of Montra.
Hardin A. Smith is one of the pioneers of Jackson township, having moved
He was one of the early mail carriers between Urbana and
here in 1858.
Few men are better known in
Springfield, making the trip on horseback.
;

;

Jackson township.
William J. Smith grew to manhood and attended school in his native township and then learned tanning and harnessmaking with his father, the latter
havng started a tannery in 1858. William J. Smith continued the tannery until
191 1, when he removed this old landmark in order to build a barn on the site
For many years this tannery was one of the
for some of his valuable cows.
This farm is probably one of
leading business enterprises of the township.
the most carefully drained properties in this section and all the improvements
were placed here by its present owner. Both as a cattle and poultry farm it
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widely known and Mr. Smith may reasonably be very proud of the success
that has attained his undertakings.
On September 2j, 1883, Mr. Smith was married to Miss Marie Cox, who
was born at Port Jefferson, a daughter of Noah and Mary E. (Brown) Cox.
The father of Mrs. Smith died at the age of seventy-two years and the mother
when aged sixty-eight years and their burial was in the Pleasant Hill cemetery at Jackson Center. Mr. and Mrs. Cox had seven children Joshua, residing at Lima, O. Rosanna, deceased; Marie and John, twins, the latter dying
when five years old George living at Lima Triphena J., deceased and Daniel,
of Lima.
Mr. and Mrs. Smith have had four children Roy E., who died at
the age of seven weeks; Warren L., who died when aged three years; Edward
Franklin, who is a successful teacher in Jackson township; and Oliver L., who
is a student in the Jackson Center high school.
Mr. Smith and family are
members of the Christian church. He is a democrat in political preference but
is perfectly satisfied to have others than himself assume the worries as well as
the emoluments of office.
is

:

;

;

;

;

:

WALLACE A. LOCHARD,*

one of the industrious and successful young

O., who operates the Walnut Grove Farm belonging to his father, a valuable tract of 160 acres, was
born in Salem township, February 1, 1886, and is a son of Isaac A. and Alma
(Fox) Lochard.
The parents of Mr. Lochard are well known people of Shelby county and
when they removed from the farm in Salem township they retired to Sidney,
where they still reside. They are members of the Methodist Episcopal church
at Sidney.
Their family consisted of three children: Wallace A., Iva and

agriculturists of

Salem township, Shelby county,

Charles.

Wallace A. Lochard was educated in the public schools and the Western
L'niversity at Delaware, O., in which institution he remained one year and
then returned to his father whom he assisted until he was twenty-two years
of age.
Afterward, for three years, he rented and operated a farm in Perry
township and then took charge of the Walnut Grove Farm, all but twelve
Farming and stock raising are the
acres of which lies in Salem township.
industries carried on and Mr. Lochard is meeting with the success his energy
expecting.
and progressive methods justify him in

On October 22, 1908, Mr. Lochard was married to Miss Grace Wooley,
a daughter of William and Jennie Wooley, of Perry township.
Mr. and
Mrs. Lochard have one daughter, Beulah. They attend the Methodist EpisMr. Lochard is a wide awake citizen and is interested in all
copal church.
that promises to make better conditions all over the country, but he feels that
Like his father he votes the democratic
he has no time for office holding.
ticket.

LEWIS J. METZ, who is a well known and highly respected citizen of
Jackson township, a member of the township board of education and a general
farmer, resides on his 160 acres of well developed land that lie three and one-

HISTORY OF SHELBY COUNTY-

794

fourth miles northwest of Jackson Center, O.
He was born one mile north
of this farm, in Jackson township, March 28, 1878, and is a son of Jacob and
Catherine (Gross) Metz.

Jacob Metz was born in Germany and was brought to America by his parwhen an infant. They located in Stark county, O., but later moved to
Shelby county and settled in Jackson township.
In early manhood Jacob
Metz married Catherine Gross, then a resident of Jackson township, and they
had twelve children born to them, nine of whom are living. Mr. Metz has been
a very successful business man and has given each of his children a farm
and retains one of 39 acres jast north of the farm of his son, Lewis ]. Metz.
Lewis J. Metz attended the public schools in Jackson township and afterward assisted his father on the home farm. He has been on his present place
ever since he has carried on farming for himself.
On December 13, 1905,
he was married to Miss Cora Lee Ambos, who was born at Montra, in Jackson township, Shelby county. July 12. 1887, and is a daughter of Jacob and
Charlotta (Allenbach) Ambos. Jacob Ambos was born in Germany and was
brought to the Lnited States when eight years old.
In Auglaize county, O.,
To them were born eight children,
he was married to Charlotta Allenbach.
The family home was at Montra for many
seven of whom are yet living.
years as he was a skilled carpenter and builder and many of the substantial
barns all over the county are of his construction. He was a veteran of the
Both he and wife beCivil war and was a valued member of the G. A. R.
longed to the Lutheran church and were people held in the highest respect.
Mr. Ambos lived to the age of sixty-nine years.
Mr. Metz has a fine property, well drained and well improved and a general line of agriculture is successfully carried on, all of his land being under
cultivation with the exception of forty acres still preserved in valuable timber.
Two little daughters make up the family .Wihr.a Marie and Luetta Viola. Mr.
and Mrs. Metz belong to the Lutheran church at Montra and have a wide cirIn politics a democrat, Mr. Metz takes
cle of friends and acquaintances.
pleasure in the success of his party but has never accepted any public office
matters
and since February. 191 1, he has been
in
school
himself
except
for
a member of the board of education of Jackson township.
ents

ELMER

D. KISER, who is serving Shelby county most efficiently in
the office of county treasurer, is one of the representative citizens of Sidney.
He was born on the home farm in Miami county, O.. not far from Fletcher,
May 8, 1868, and is a son of B. L. and Mary Ann Kiser.
For many years B. L. Kiser was a farmer in Miami county and his death
occurred just prior to his son's removal to Sidney, his decease being induced
to some degree from the ravages of disease contracted while he was loyally
serving as a soldier during the Civil war. He enlisted in 1861 in Company
E, Seventy-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served out his first enlistment,
then reenlisted and continued until the close of the war, in the meanwhile
His family
taking part in all the important battles in the western army.
consisted of three sons and one daughter: Elmer D. F. D., who is a practicing
;
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physician at Casstown, O.
I.
C, fur a number of years a physician at
Fletcher, in November, 19 12, was elected to the Ohio State Senate; and
Minnie, who is a resident of Piqua.
Elmer D. Kiser had only common school advantages in his youth. For
some years his father was in an invalided condition, and, as he was the eldest
son, many responsibilities early fell on his shoulders.
Later on the other two
younger brothers were sent to college and both became physicians. Elmer
D. Kiser, however, did not profit in this way. His inclinations were directed
by a very practical mind and after coming to Sidney, in 1895. he sought a
business opening and after working in one of the manufacturing plants for a
short time, opened a butcher shop and continued a dealer in meats until his
election to his present responsible office, in the fall of 1910, to which, in
November, 191 2, he was reelected by the largest vote received by any candidate in Shelby county.
Mr. Kiser is a prominent factor in the democratic
party in this section of the state. He has long been recognized as an upright
citizen and public approval has been given of his management of the county
finances. To the management of public matters he has applied the sound business principles that he has found secures the best results in his own affairs.
Mr. Kiser was married in 1888, to Miss Lulu D. Bird, a daughter of
Mrs. Kiser was born and reared on a farm in Green
S. R. and Celina J. Bird.
township, Shelby county, but her parents moved to Sidney in 1894 and here
her father died in the following year. Three children have been born to Mr.
and Mrs. Kiser: Dale, who died at the age of sixteen years; John B.. who con;

meat market at Sidney; and Hilda L.. who live* pt home.
known and valued in fraternal circles, having membership
with the Masons, the Odd Fellows, lower branch and Encampment, the
Knights of Pythias and the Red Men.

tinues his father's
Mr. Kiser is well

THOMAS

WARD,

H.
who resides on his well cultivated farm of eightynine acres, which is situated in Perry township, Shelby county, O., was born
on this place December 21, 1856, and is a son of Thompson and Lucinda
(Cargill) Ward.
Thompson Ward was born in Ohio and during his active years was both
blacksmith and farmer.
He was an excellent citizen, interested in all that
concerned the general welfare, voted with the republican party and liberally
supported the Methodist Episcopal church, of which he was a member.
He
married Lucinda Cargill, who was born in Zanesville, O., and a large family
was born to them, the most of the children still living and the majority being
life.
The eldest, Mary, married Charles Gearhart; Ellen is
James Monroe; Martha married Samuel Kiser; Addie married
is the wife of Samuel S. Crumbaugh; Charles is
deceased; Thomas H. Alice is the wife of Elmer Maxwell; Belle is the wife
David.
Baker;
and
of Jacob H.
Thomas H. Ward has always lived on his present farm and has practically

well settled in

the wife of

Joseph Kerns; John; Lucy
;

had charge of

He

has

it

since his school days, carrying

made many improvements here

in

the

on a general

way

line of agriculture.
of tiling and fencing and
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erected the present comfortable and attractive residence.
He
enterprise and owns stock in the Farmers Telephone Company.

is

a

man

of

Ward was

married November n, 1880, to Miss Ida Forsythe Smith.
Her father, Pearson Forsythe, gave her when a babe of ten weeks, on the death
of her mother, to her annt, Mrs. Maria Smith, whose name became practically
hers although she was never adopted.
She had four brothers and one sister
William, Ethan, George, Edward, and Maria, the last named being the wife
of John Ogden.
Mr. and Mrs. Ward have four children Edna, who is the
Mr. Ward has served
wife of James Woolley; and Cora, Lola and Donald.
several times as road supervisor, elected on the republican ticket, and is much
interested in that subject, realizing that good roads are a necessity to an
With his family he belongs to the Methodist Episagricultural community.
He is identified with the local organization known as the
copal church.

Mr.

:

Protective Association.

HENRY

CARGILL.* who is one of the old and substantial business men
of Port Jefferson, O., where he has conducted a general store for the past
fifty years, and, in association with his son, owns five farms in Shelby county,
was born at Zanesville, O., April 25, 1833, and is a son of David and Mary
A. (Wyant) Cargill. They were natives of the state of New York. Their
family consisted of three children that grew to maturity Andrew, Henry and
:

Mrs. Ward.

Henry Cargill attended the schools of Zanesville, afterward worked on a
farm and at the cooper trade until he embarked in his store enterprise. In
1849 the family moved from Zanesville to Piqua and in the same year he came
In 1850 his parents moved on a farm north of this place
to Port Jefferson.
and he made his home there until permanently established in his present business.
He married Louisa Elliott, who was born in Shelby county and died
Four children were born to them,
here, her burial being at Port Jefferson.
three of whom are deceased, the one survivor being David Judson, who is a
representative citizen of this place.
David Judson Cargill, who, for a number of years was a veterinary surgeon in active practice but now professionally retired, was born in Shelby

After completing the common school course
county, O., September 1, 1867.
at Port Jefferson he attended the Normal School at Lebanon, O., for two
terms and subsequently the Ohio Veterinary College, at Cincinnati, from which
he was creditably graduated. Since then his home has been at Port Jefferson
and he resides in the old homestead with his father, in association with whom
he owns five valuable farms in Shelby county. He is identified fraternally
with the Masons at Port Jefferson and belongs to the Commandery at Sidney,
O., and also is a member of the Knights of the Golden Eagle at Maplewood,
and the Odd Fellows at Port Jefferson. Both father and son are republicans
and the latter served as town treasurer for a number of years and for several
Henry Caryears past has been treasurer of the cemetery at Port Jefferson.
gill is one of the pillars of the Methodist Episcopal church at Port Jefferson
and the enviab'e reputation among those who know him best and with whom
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THOMAS STOCKSTILL, a highly respected citizen and retired farmer,
residing at No. 806 South Main avenue, Sidney, O., for many years carried
on large farming operations in Orange township, two miles south of Sidney.
He was born on a farm in Miami county, O., May 1 1, 1833, and is a son of
Elias W. and Elizabeth (Schroyer) Stockstill.
Elias W. Stockstill moved with his family to Shelby county, and settled in
Salem township in 1834, where he owned over 300 acres of woodland, which,
with the help of his sons in after years, was cleared and a large part put under
cultivation. He was the father of eleven children, eight sons and three daughseven sons of the family still living, Thomas being the second in order
of birth, a daughter being the first-born.
Thomas Stockstill was reared in Salem township from the age of one year
and remembers going to school in the old log school house near his father's
The first work he ever was seriously engaged in was clearing off land
farm.
and following the various industries carried on on the home place. Fanning continued his main business during his entire active life and he still owns
acres of his former farm of 160 acres.
At one time he owned another
farm of forty acres directly south of Sidney but he has disposed of it. In
1863 he moved into Orange township and at first rented land but later purchased the farm directly across the road, which he greatly improved, doing a
large amount of clearing and ditching on the same.
He made a specialty of
raising fine hogs and in all his farm activities was counted a successful man.
In 191 1 Mr. Stockstill retired and moved to Sidney August 8, 1912.
Mr. Stockstill was married in 1853 to Miss Martha Ellen Mitchell, who
was born in Miami county, O., a daughter of Wilson and Lottie Mitchell, who
moved to Shelby county when Mrs. Stockstill was a girl. Eleven children
were born to this marriage, namely Addie, who died over thirty years ago,
was the wife of Peter Rodecker and she left one child, Edith, who is the wife
of Dr. C. O. Young, and they have one child, Mamie, the only great-grandchild in the family; Elizabeth Belle, who keeps house for her father, is the
widow of J. H. Keplinger, who was born in Shelby county in 1852 and owned
eighty acres of fine land in Green township, and died February 16, 1912, and
they reared Mrs. Dr. Young; Elias, who is a retired farmer of Jackson Center, 0>.
Sarah Minerva, who is the wife of Louis Nauswander, who is one of
the gardeners employed at the Toledo Asylum Celia May, who died at the
age of twenty years; William, who is a resident of the state of Washington;
Peter O., who lives in Orange township; Webster, who is a minister in the
Methodist church, is stationed at Bryan, O. Etta, who is the wife of Charles
Winters, who is a veterinary surgeon, lives in Clinton
Elliott, of Toledo, O.
township; and Herman, who is a resident of Toledo a large and creditable
family.
Mr. Stockstill has been almost a lifelong member of the Methodist
Episcopal church.
For many years he has been identified with the Masonic
He and family are known all
fraternity, in which he is a Knight Templar.
over Shelbv county.
ters,

no

:

;

;

;

;

—
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WALLACE ROYAL HARBOUR,

one of the excellent farmers of Perry
township, Shelby county, 0.> where he owns 139 acres of well improved land,
was born in this township, March 19, 1882, and is a son of Henry and Elizabeth (Persinger) Harbour. The father, who was a veteran of the Civil war,
died in 1906.
He was born in Champaign county but carried on farming in
Shelby county for many years and was widely known.
He married Elizabeth
Persinger, who was born in the latter county and still survives, and they had
four children Charles William Beatty, Elmer E., Harry P. and Wallace
Royal.
After his school days were over Wallace Royal Harbour assisted his father
until the latter's death, when he inherited sixty-eight acres, and on this land
started out for himself.
Subsequently he sold that property and then purchased his present farm of 139 acres and here has ever since carried on general
farming and moderate stock raising, frequently inaugurating improvements
in farm methods and taking the intelligent interest in all that pertains to his
business that is the real factor in success in any line.
In June, 1902, Mr. Harbour was married to Miss Edith De Weese, a daughter of Frank and Lottie (Barnes) De Weese.
The father of Mrs. Harbour
was born in Shelby county and the mother in Logan county. They were substantial people of this county and Mrs. Harbour and her two brothers, both
younger, Hamilton and Grover, were all born on the home farm.
Mr. and
Mrs. Harbour have two very attractive and intelligent daughters, Velma and
Lucile. The family belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church at Pemberton.
Mr. Harbour belongs to the Quincy lodge of Knights of Pythias, and politi:

cally

is

a republican.

T. K. MINNIEAR, who is a representative of one of the old pioneer
families of Shelby county, now lives somewhat retired, having four acres of
land surrounding his comfortable residence at Plattsville, still continues to
oversee, however, the operating of his two farms, both- situated in Green
He was born in Orange township, Shelby county, in 185 1, and is
township.
a son of Thomas and Lydia (Johns) Minniear.
Thomas Minniear was born in Miami county, O., and came very early in
his life to Orange township, Shelby county, securing several heavily timbered,
well watered tracts and at the time of death, when aged eighty-four years,
owned about 100 acres of cultivated land. He married Lydia Johns, who
They had the following children William,
died when aged eighty-one years.
Mrs. Nisha Glasford, Mrs. Maggie Seibert, Mrs. Mary Francis, two babes
that died in infancy, and T. K., the only survivors being the last named and
his sister, Mrs. Glasford, who lives near Sidney, O.
T. K. Minniear attended school in his boyhood in a scliool house on one of
his father's farms and afterward erected additions to the same and lived on
For
that place for fifty-one years, his children attending the same school.
He owns
thirty-six years after marriage he lived in the old school house.
two farms, one of eighty acres and the other of forty-two acres and general
:

farming, stock raising and fruit growing have been the industries which have
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mainly taken up his attention. While his heavier responsibilities have been
shifted to younger shoulders, Mr. Minniear still continues to be interested and
in caring for the small tract around his village home, finds pleasant recreation.
Mr. Minniear married Miss Katie Atkinson and ten children have been
born to them, namely Mrs. Macy Miller Mrs. Grace Middleton Lee, a resident of Dayton Joseph, who lives in'Plattsville Mrs. Maggie White, of Green
township; David, who lives at Sidney; Stanly, who is a resident of Plattsville;
Charles, who lives in Green township Hannah, who remains with her parents,
and Harry, who died at eleven months of age. The family belongs to the
Methodist Episcopal church. In politics Mr. Minniear has always been a
republican and is known as an earnest and reliable citizen.
He has served
in local offices and has been township trustee.
:

;

;

;

;

;

H. P. AILES,* one of the representative men of Shelby county, who has
served in the office of justice of the peace in Jackson township since 1882,
has been engaged in the mercantile business for a number of years. He was
born on the old home farm in Franklin township, January 25, 1853, and is
a son of Alfred and Melissa Jane (Young) Ailes, and a grandson of Moses
H. Ailes, who was the pioneer of the Ailes family in this section.
Alfred Ailes was born at Parkersburg, W. Va., and from there accompanied his father, Moses H. Ailes, to Shelby county, the latter settling five
miles southwest of Montra. For a number of years Alfred Ailes was a school
teacher and afterward acquired a one-half interest in a saw mill, which he
operated until 1868, when he retired to his farm, and then moved to Montra.
where he lived during the remainder of his life. He was a man of importance
in his section and on the democratic ticket was seven times elected assessor
of Jackson township and was also a justice of the peace from 1870 until the
time of his death in 1882. He was a lifelong democrat and his sons have
In his early years he united with the Seventh
followed in his footsteps.
Day Baptist church. At the time of death he was aged fifty-seven years
in
the
Wesley
Chapel cemetery. He married a daughter
and his burial was
of Philip Young, a pioneer settler in Shelby county, and she survives and
resides with her son.
H. P. Ailes attended school in Jackson township and later moved with
his father to Montra and was associated with him in the saw mill business.
From 1886 until 1907 he engaged in clerking in a general store, with the
exception of two years, and then spent three years in other pursuits, after
which he returned to the same store and continued his mercantile life.
Mr. Ailes married Miss Rebecca Jane Beech, who was born at St. John's,
Auglaize county, a daughter of E. and Anna Beech, who still reside at St.
John's after two years spent in Jackson township. Four children of Mr. and
Mrs. Ailes survive and one is deceased. Mr. Ailes has served as a justice
of the peace for thirty continuous years, succeeding his father in the office,
and has also been road supervisor in Jackson township, but only for one
year. He belongs to the order of Maccabees, attending the lodge at Anna,

O
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J. W. SHERER, whose three farms, all situated in Jackson township,
aggregate 360 acres of land, is one of the well known and reliable men of
Shelby county. He was born in Stark county, O., four miles east of Canton,
October 18, 1863, and is a son of Jacob and Catherine (Barnhart) Sherer.
Jacob Sherer and wife were born in what is now Alsass, Germany, and
were seven years old when they accompanied their parents to America and
settled in Stark county, O.
After reaching maturity they married there and
lived for some time in Stark cojnty and then moved to Shelby county, settling
in the Montra special school district.
Later they disposed of their land and
moved to Logan county and they died in Bloomfield township at the age of
fifty-eight years, separated by but one year.
They were members of the
Lutheran church and their burial was in the Port Jefferson cemetery. In
politics the father was a democrat but he never held any public office in
Shelby county. Of their seven children four are yet living: J. W. Matilda,
who is the wife of G. H. Clayton of Salem township; George, who married
Carrie Bruner, and they live in Logan county; and Orlando, who lives in
Logan county, married Flossie Cole.
J. W. Sherer attended school in Logan county and assisted his father
on the Logan county farm and afterward engaged in farming for his fatherin-law, Thomas Wright, in Jackson township, Shelby county.
Afterward,
when his father gave him his present home farm, of 240 acres, he began to
thoroughbred
Percheron
horses.
Many
raise stock and makes a specialty of
improvements have been made on this farm and his other properties and he
He built the first farm elevator in Shelby
has nineteen buildings in use.
county.
For the past sixteen years he has occupied his present home farm
and utilizes all of his land with the exception of twenty-five acres still in
valuable timber. A part of his other land he rents to a tenant and another
farm he rents by the field, all providing a satisfactory income on his investments. For about nine years Mr. Sherer was connected with the Maplewood
Elevator Company, owning a one-half interest, and he is also interested in
the Farmers Telephone Company.
On February 18, 1894, Mr. Sherer was married to Miss Ida M. Wright,
who was born April 26, 1874, a daughter of Thomas and Delia (Littlejohn)
Wright. Thomas Wright was born in Franklin county, O., and was eleven
years old when he accompanied his parents, John and Sarah (Schultz)
Wright, to Delaware county. They were natives of Pennsylvania. In 1865
the Wrights moved to Logan county, where Mr. Wright lived on the home
farm of 320 acres. His first marriage was to Delia Littlejohn, who was born
in Jackson township, Shelby county, and died at the age of twenty-six years,
She
her burial being in the Pleasant Hill cemetery near Jackson Center.
was a devoted mother to her two children, Ida May and Alice, the former
Elwood
Dunson,
the
latter
is
the
wife
of
of
and
Mrs.
Sherer
of whom is
Van Wert, O. Mr., Wright's second marriage took place December 31, 1881,
to Elizabeth Geyer, a daughter of Philip and Amelia (Herpst) Geyer, natives
of Germany. Mrs. Wright died without issue, in 1889, and her burial was
On October 14, 1892, Mr. Wright married
at Port Jefferson cemetery.
;

AND REPRESENTATIVE

CITIZENS

808

Barbara Johnston, of Franklin couiHy.
Mr. and Mrs. Wright live in the
eastern part of Jackson township.
He owns two valuable farms, one of r6o
and the other of 116 acres, both improved, and both rented to good tenants.
Since the age of fourteen years Mr. Wright has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal church.

To Mr. and Mrs. Sherer the following children have been born Ralph,
Wright, Roy Thomas. Leo Harry, Ray William, Opal Mildred and John
Franklin, all of whom survive except two. Ralph and Wright.
Mr. Sherer
and family belong to the Methodist Episcopal church.
Politically he has
always been identified with the democratic party but outside of agricultural
positions, has accepted no office of a public nature.
He is a member of the
Grange, is a thirty-second degree Mason, ami from iqoj until 1912 was a
member of the Shelby county fair board. He is one of the well balanced
business men and reliable and useful citizens of the county.
:

ELMER SHROYER, whose excellent farm id" 104 acres is situated in
Salem township, Shelby county. O., has spent his life here and is numbered
with the representative men of Salem township.
He was born in this township. May 15, 1876, and is a son of Henry and Mary (Strohlm) Shroyer.
Henry Shroyer was born in Miami county, O.. a son of Joseph Shroyer,
who was also born in Ohio, of German parentage. For many years Henry
Shroyer was one of the heaviest tax payers in Shelby county, owning over
500 acres of land, and after dividing his large estate with his children, still
owns a farm of i(io acres in Salem township and a pleasant and comfortable
residence in Maplewood. where he and wife now live retired.
To Henry
and Mary Shroyer the following children were born: Clara, wife of William
Rubert; Ellen, wife of John C. Wones; Hattie. wife of George W. Rose;
and Elmer. Nelson and Harry.
Elmer Shroyer obtained his education in the public schools and afterward
remained at home assisting his father until his marriage.
For fourteen
years afterward he rented his present farm from his father and then bought
it
and ever since coming here has carried on general farming and stock
In 1895 he married Miss Clementine
raising, meeting with excellent success.
>., and
C. Faulder, who was born in Shelby comity.
is a daughter of George
and Caroline (Fergus) Faulder. Mr. and Mrs. Shroyer attend the German
Reformed church. Mr. Shroyer is a democrat, all the male members of his
(

family being identified also

ROGERS,*

witli

this political organization.

who

is established at Jackson Center, O., is
an experienced and thoroughly trained practitioner in his line of medicine and
surgery, and is, probably, one of the best known professional men of Shelby
He was born December jo. 1X76, in Logan county. O.. two miles
county.

S.

H.

southeast of

1).

V.

S.,

Bloom Center.

After completing his public school education at Lewistown. Doctor Rogers
became connected with the firm of Harper Bros., implement dealers at
Pemberton. and afterward was with the L. G. Shunberg Company, following
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which he entered the Cincinnati Veterinary College, from which he was
creditably graduated March 30, 1909, and secured his state license in the
following July.
Since January, 191 1, he has been a member of the Ohio
State Veterinary Medical Association, and in February of that year he came
Perhaps in no profession has science made such rapid
to Jackson Center.
strides as in the one to whic'.i Doctor Rogers has dedicated his life work.
He has an extensive practice which extends over a radius of ten miles from
the city.

Doctor Rogers was married to Miss Elzana Clayton, a daughter of Henry
and Lucy Clayton. They enjoy a very attractive home, its location being
on the corner of North Main and Jackson streets, Jackson Center. Doctor
Rogers is identified politically with the republican party but has never had
any taste for political office, and the only fraternal body with which he is
connected, outside professional societies, is the Modern Woodmen of America.

LOUIS F. WAGNER, who has been identified with the John Wagner
Sons Brewing Company at Sidney, O., all his business life, and is its collector
and one of its directors, belongs to a very prominent family of Shelby county.
He was born at Sidney, on the site of the present office of the company, August
13, 1866, and is a son of John and Mary A. Wagner.
Mr. Wagner was educated in the parochial school at Sidney and at St.
Mary's Institute at Dayton, O., and afterward went into the meat trade,
learning the business from the bottom up. He then entered into partnership
with John Young in the meat business, but within one year his brother desired
him to close out his meat interests in order to assist in the greatly increasing
brewery business and he has been so connected ever since and has proven
himself an able and effective business man.
Mr. Wagner was married first to Miss Nellie Dorsey, of Shelby county,
and they had two sons J. C. and C. O. Both sons are veterinary surgeons.
the former being located at Fostoria, O., and the latter being now connected
with McKillip's Veterinary College, at Chicago. The mother of these sons
died in 1900. Mr. Wagner's present wife was formerly Miss Sarah Boydston.
of Wooster, O. He is identified with the Elks, the Eagles and the United
Commercial Travelers.
:

GEORGE HEMM,

capitalist,

and for many years

identified

with the

in Shelby county, O., belongs to one of the old and substanfamilies of the county and is the only surviving son of the late George
Hemm, who was one of the most highly respected and worthy men of this
section for many years. George Hemm, the younger, was born at Sidney, O.,

nursery business

tial

March 31, 1865, a son of George and Bernadina (Dickas) Hemm.
The mother of Mr. Hemm were born in Bavaria, Germany, and still
survives.
The father was a native of Baden but was reared in Bavaria and
from there entered the German army ami was attached to a cavalry regiment
during his allotted term of service. He learned the butcher's trade but when
he came to America, probably in 1852, he found himself more interested in
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other lines open to him in America, and after a year spenj at Buffalo, N. Y.,
he made his way to Toledo, O., where he engaged in the nursery business.
and one year later came to Sidney. Here, in partnership with Mr. Moore
and Mr. McCullough, he established the Sidney Nurseries, in 1885, in which
he continued to be interested until his death, in 1893.
He was a devoted
Catholic and a worthy and well known man. He married Bernadina Dickas
and three children were born to them: A babe that died in infancy; George;
and Nettie E., who is the wife of Milton M. Wagner.
George
was reared at Sidney and was educated in the parochial
schools and afterward assisted his father in the nursery business, in which
he is still interested. He and mother still own the old nursery farm of 135
acres, situated in Clinton township.
They occupy the handsome residence
on South Main avenue, which the older George
erected in 1875,
during a part of the year, but Mr.
passes the winters in Florida and
Houston county, Alabama, near Dothan, where he has property and banking
Mr. Hemm and his mother are members of the Catholic church.
interests.
He is identified with the Elks and with several social organizations.

Hemm

Hemm

Hemm

WILLIAM

D. DAVIES, who, for twenty-seven years was a representaof the bar at Sidney, O., was born at Iowa City, Iowa, January
to Sidney in 1875, and died in March, 1902. He was a son of
David and Mary Davies, and a grandson of Thomas Davies, both natives of
David Davies and wife had three children: Thomas; Sarah, who
Wales.
married Thomas Davies; and William D.
William D. Davies passed his early youth on his father's prairie farm.
Later he attended the Iowa State University, read law for three years and
in 1870 was admitted to the bar in Iowa City.
Afterward, until 1875, ne
traveled for different railroads, then came to Sidney and purchased the office
and business of Judge Thompson and continued in the active practice of the
law in this city until his death. He made an honorable record and at different
times was professionally identified with much important litigation.
Mr. Davies married Miss Isabelle Mathers, who was born at Mifflintown,
Pa., a daughter of James and Amelia
Evans) Mathers, and a granddaughter
of Gen. Lewis Evans, who was prominent both in military and professional
Mrs. Davies had one sister and two brothers, namely:
life in Pennsylvania.
Margaret, who is the wife of Dr. L. E. Atkinson, of Mifflintown; Lewis E.,
who died in 1873 was cashier of the Citizens Bank at Sidney; and Orlando
Owen, now deceased, who was auditor of Shelby county for many years. Mr.
and Mrs. Davies had one daughter, Amelia, whose young life closed in her
twentieth year, having survived her father but two years. Mr. Davies was a
consistent member of the Congregational church all his life. He was an openhearted, broad minded man and had a wide circle of attached and admiring
friends. He was a Knight Templar Mason.
tive

member

20, 1848,

came

(

A. W.
appointed

DAVIS,
in

postmaster at Jackson Center, O., to which office he was
1907 and has served with the greatest efficiency, was born at
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Jackson Center, Sljelby county, O., July 22, 1876, and is a son of I. L. and
Mary L. Davis and a grandson of Luther and Jane Davis.
After completing the public school course at Jackson Center. A. \Y. Davis
became a student at Alfred University, near Hornell, N. Y., but left college
with the Third N. Y. Vol. Inf., to serve in the Spanish- American war and
after his military service was over attended Bond Institute in New York
He possesses a natural artistic taste and this led
City, graduating in 1904.
to his learning window trimming and he traveled over several states in
professional work, but, owing to a fall received while so engaged, was obliged
He then was in the employ of the Buckeye
to give up that line of business.
Clothing Company until he received his appointment as postmaster. He has
always been a republican but has never accepted any other public position than
the one he so acceptably fills. He has made many improvements both in the
service and in his office equipments and Mrs. Davis is his very capable assistant.
Mr. Davis married Miss Florence Darnell, of Adrian, Mich., a daughter
of William Darnell and a granddaughter of David Darnell, a pioneer of
Jackson township. Mr. and Mrs. Davis have one daughter, Evelyn. He is
identified with the Odd Fellows and the Masons, belonging to the blue lodge at
Littleton, N. H.. and the Royal Arch at Lisbon, N. H.. this being the first
He also belongs to the
state he became a citizen of after becoming of age.
Sons of Veterans at Atlantic City, N. J.

EDD

McVAY,* a leading citizen of Sidney, O., where he is engaged in
the contracting business, has spent the larger part of his life in Shelby county
and was born in Perry township, in the old log house in which his mother
on his maternal grandfather's farm. March 14, 1864. and is
Lewis B. and Marian B. (Redinbough) McVay.
The McVay family is of Scotch-Irish extraction and from its earliest
records has been a sturdy and long-lived one. At the time of death the ages
of the paternal grandfather and his four brothers aggregated over 400 years.
His name was James McVay and he came early to Shelby county and lived
here into extreme old age, being within two years of the century mark at
the time of decease. He probably was a native of Tickaway county, O., and
The name of his wife was Hannah Lamasters
his occupation was farming.
and she was of Welsh extraction. They had the following children Rachel,
who was the wife of A. A. Dunson Jesse R., who has been a resident of
Cass county, Neb., since the Civil war; Louis B. Martha, who is the widow
of John Cargill, resides at Port Jefferson, O. James, who died in Salem
township, was a farmer and Jane, who is the wife of Lewis Wills, a farmer
in Salem township, Shelby county, near Maplewood.
Lewis B. McVay was born in Shelby county in 1839, on the old family
homestead in Salem township. In hfs earlier years he was a butcher by
trade but from 1868 until he retired he was engaged in building and has been
a resident of Sidney for the past twenty-one years. He married Marian B.
Her
Redinbough, a daughter of David and Peggy (Lucas) Redinbough.
Three of
father was of German parentage but was born in Pennsylvania.

was

also born,

a son of

:

;

;

;

;
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Mrs. McVay is
the only survivor.
One brother, Solomon D., died at Piqua, O. One sister,
Mary Ann, who was the wife of Thomas Eltington, died at Port Jefferson.
To Louis B. McVay and wife seven children were born, the eldest of the
family being Edd McVay, of Sidney.
The next in order of birth, Frank
Miller, is a molder by trade and a resident of Sidney.
He married Catherine
Dunn, who died in the fall of 1910. Anna Mary, the eldest daughter, is Mrs.
Stiles, of Evansville, Ind.
The four children next born all died in infancy:
Kilty, James, Burney and Burley, the two last named being twins.
Edd McVay attended the country schools in Perry township and also
had school advantages at Port Jefferson up to the age of fifteen years, at
which time his father considered him old enough to learn a self-supporting
trade and he became a butcher and followed that trade for many years. Since
In
1890, however, he has been engaged in a general contracting business.
politics he is a republican and is influential in local matters, a wide-awake and
intelligent citizen, interested in all movements that tend to improve general
conditions in this section. In January, 1910, he entered upon his duties as
a member of the board of public service, at Sidney, and continued until January,
Mr. McVay has some other business interests and represents Shelby
19 1 2.
county for the Indiana & Ohio Livestock Insurance Company.
On May 2, 1889, Mr. McVay was married to Miss Lillian L. Cargill,
who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of Oliver and Rosanna Cargill,
Mr. and Mrs. McVay have had four chilresidents of Jackson Center, O.
dren, two of whom are now deceased: Jessie, who lived but one year, and
Willis C, who died in infancy. The two survivors are: Bessie, who graduated from the Sidney high school bearing off the highest honors of the class
of 191 1, and is now a student at the Miami University; and Louis O., who is
Mr. McVay is quite prominent in fraa student in the Sidney high school.
his children died early

to maturity,

to a number of the leading organizations.
He is
Summit Lodge No. 50, Knights of Pythias, at Sidney; Sidney
Lodge No. 60, Odd Fellows; Osceola Encampment No. 63, Sidney; Sidney
Lodge of Elks No. 786: Helsherf Temple, D. O'. K. K, No. 32, Sidney, and
ternal circles

a

member

and belongs

of

others.

JOHN

one of the well known and representative men
his well improved farm of eighty acres
situated in Jackson township, of which he has been a resident since he was
three years of age. He was born in Franklin township, Shelby county, May
19, 1858, and is a son of Alfred and Melissa Jane (Young) Ailes, and a
grandson of Moses H. Ailes. The father of Mr. Ailes is deceased and the
mother resides with her son.
John F. Ailes was reared in Jackson township and received his education
For
in the public schools and in the Southern Ohio University, Lebanon, O.
thirty-two years Mr. Ailes taught school, for thirty-one years in Jackson
township and one year in Dinsmore township, devoting his energies entirely
to his native county, but not confining himself exclusively to his educational
F.

AILES, who

of Shelby county,

is

owns and oversees
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Mr. Ailes has very often been called into public life and to every
position .has devoted his best effort.
For three years he served as deputy
county auditor, for one year was deputy probate judge assisting Judge Hoskins, for eight years was clerk of Jackson township and for the same number
work.

of years has served as a member of the board of county school examiners,
his last appointment being in Septerhber, 1912.
In politics he is a democrat,
of that school which prefers the doctrines of the fathers, based on the experience of the ages, to the untried theories of innovators. Mr. Ailes traces his
family back to the founding of Philadelphia, through the following ancestry:

Alfred Ailes, -Moses H. Ailes, William Underwood Ailes, Stephen Ailes, and
Stephen Ailes who came from Wales.
Mr. Ailes was married to Miss Lovina Drumm, who was born in Hardin
county, O., a daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth Drumm, both of whom are
deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Ailes have four children Melville, who is a physician
and surgeon practicing at Garrettsville, O. Arlington, who is a physican at
Jackson Center: Sidney, who is a school teacher in Jackson township: and
Helen, who lives at home. For twenty years Mr. Ailes has been identified
with the order of Odd Fellows at Jackson Center and Sidney, for four years
representing the thirty-seventh district of Ohio in the grand lodge.
:

;

W. CLANCEY, who is one of the well-known and highly
respected retired residents of Shelby county, O., has long been one of the

JAMES

heavy tax payers of Franklin township, where he still resides and owns land
Mr. Clancey was born March 4, 1836,
in the county aggregating 344 acres.
in Green county, O., and was brought to Shelby county when a babe of one
year by his parents who were William and Rachel (Steele) Clancey.
William Clancey was born in Kentucky. He was a cooper by trade and
a good workman but when the business was no longer profitable after factories
began to make barrels and casks that formerly were entirely fashioned by
hand, he turned his attention to farming and so spent the remainder of his life.
He married Rachel Steele, who was born in Virginia and both died in Shelby
county, James W. being their only child. They were members of the United
Presbyterian church.

James W. Clancey attended the country schools and later the Union school
Sidney, and following his school days engaged in agricultural pursuits
continuously until he retired from active labor, with the exception of two
He
years during which period he was in the grocery business at Sidney.
inherited eighty acres of his land and with that as a nucleus added tract after
tract until he became one of the largest land owners in Franklin township.
The main industry of his farm has always been the raising of crops, largely
grain, there always being, however, enough good stock every year to fully
supply the home demand. Since he has retired, his son-in-law, S. W. Mead,
operates the large farm and resides with Mr. Clancey.
In 1862, Mr. Clancey was married to Miss Malvina Shaw, who was born
in Montgomery county, O. and died in 1905, her burial being in Graceland
cemeterv, Sidney. Her parents were Thomas and Nancy (McDonald) Shaw,
at
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and they had children as follows Malvina Margaret, who died young
Elizabeth, who is the wife of George McVay; Eliza, who is the wife of David
Hume; and John C. To Mr. and Mrs. Clancey three children were born,
namely: Capitola, who is the wife of J. A. Parker and they have two children
Clancey and Metta Marie; Nannie, who is the wife of S. M. Wead; and
William S., who married Glenna Wead. In politics Mr. Clancey is a Repub:

;

—

lican.

WILLIAM

T. McLEAN of the Slusser-McLean Scraper Company, was
in Sidney, March 16, 1852, and is the son of Benjamin and Elizabeth
Taylor-McLean. His father was born in Shippensburg, Pa., March 9,
1821, and settled in Dayton, O, when it was a small village. His mother was
born in Sidney. O., October 4, 1826, and was the daughter of Jason and
Sarah J. Skillen-Taylor. The first business experience of our subject was
with Taylor Brothers, hardware merchants, with whom he remained four
years.
From 1874 to 1880 he was a traveling salesman for Crawford &
Zellers, cracker manufacturers of Mansfield, O.
In the early part of 1880,
he returned to Sidney and formed a partnership with Benjamin Slusser in
the manufacture of wheeled and drag scrapers.
From 1882 to 1884 he was
manager and one-third owner of the Forest City Cracker Company, Cleveland,
O., alternating his time between the two cities.
Since May, 1891, he has been secretary of the state board of public works,
and was recently appointed for the tenth time. He married Mary A. Slusser,
daughter of Benjamin and Anne (Korns) Slusser, on May 21, 1874. Benjamin Slusser was born in Franklin township on June 6, 1828, and was the son
of Jacob and Mary Woodsing-Slusser. Jacob Slusser was born in Pennsylvania, and was the fifteenth pioneer family in Shelby county.
Anne Korns
was born in Sidney, and was the daughter of Silas and Mary Austin-Korns.
Anne Korns-Slusser died in 1868. Benjamin Slusser married for his second
Mr. and Mrs. McLean have four children:
wife, Martha L. Armstrong.
Ben F. C. Taylor T. Bertha J. and Frederick A.
Mr. McLean is high in the councils of Masonry, having received all the
He has been honored by promotion
degrees to the thirty-second inclusive.
to the highest office in all the Masonic bodies of Sidney, and is at present
the grand captain general of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of
Ohio, and grand master of the Must Illustrious Grand Council of Royal and
Mr. Slusser was also a member of Temperance
Select Masters of Ohio.
Benjamin Slusser was the original inventor and patentee
Lodge, No. -3.
road
scrapers made from sheet steel, the pattern now
and manufacturer of
The first scraper was made in
so universally used by all manufacturers.
Cincinnati in 1876. The following year he moved to Sidney. These scrapers
with
contractors,
railroad
graders, etc.
are household words

born
S.

;

;

WILSON CAROTHERS.

one of the proprietors of the Buckeye Churn
is a native of Wyandot county, O.. where he was born, July 20.
His father, William Carothers. was born in 18 14. and his mother,

Company
1855.
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Mary

Jackson-Carothers, was born in 1818.

His education was received

the schools of his native country, where he remained on the farm
of nineteen when he began clerking in a drug store at Carey, O. In

till

in

the age

November,
1874, and in September, 1876, he bought the store where he was clerking,
and continued to conduct the drug business until 1891, when he sold out and
moved to Sidney, O., and since that time has given his entire time to the business of the Buckeye Churn Company, of which he and James Anderson are
This company was organized in 1887, at Carey, O., by
the sole proprietors.
Messrs. Anderson. Carothers and E. S. Denham, the latter selling out to the
This company has been highly successful from the
present proprietors.
start, which is due to the present proprietors and their able management.
On
November 25, 1877, Mr. Carothers was married to Miss Emma J. Keller, who
was born in Wyandot county, April 27, 1854. She received her education
of that county. To this union have been born four boys, all of
are living. Mr. Carothers is a supporter of the principles of the repubAs a citizen
lican party, and fraternally he belongs to the Masonic lodge.
and business man he ranks among the best in Sidney.
in the schools

whom

GEORGE

M. BAKER,* who owns and operates

stead of eighty-eight acres, situated in
O.,

was born on

this

farm

in

1875 and

the old Baker homeWashington township, Shelby county,
a son of Ephraim and Nancy (Cain)

is

Baker.
Ephraim Baker was born also in Shelby county and spent forty-four years
of his life on the above mentioned farm, doing the larger part of the clearing.
In addition to farming and stock-raising, he also worked at the ice business
He married
for a time. His death occurred here in his seventy-fourth year.
Nancy Cain, who came from West Virginia and they had the following children; Junie, Mrs. Flora Saunders, Albert, Leo, Franklin, George M., Mrs.
Peter Higgins and M. L., the last named being a resident of North Dakota.
The four survivors of the family include' George M., M. L., Mrs. Saunders

and Mrs. Higgins.
After his school days were over Mr. Baker was engaged in a grocery busiIn 1908 he decided to turn his attention to farming
and with this end in view bought the interests of the other heirs in the homestead and since then has been successfully carrying on general farming and
stock-raising, cultivating his own land and an adjoining eighty acres.
Mr. Baker married Miss Adelle Filler and they have two children William
and Alfred. Mr. Baker and family are members of the United Brethren
Politically he is a republican and fraternally is
church at Lockington, O.
identified with the Odd Fellows at Kirkwood and belongs to the encampment
ness for some ten years.

:

at Sidney.

JOSEPH KAISER, one of the representative men of Cynthian township
Shelby county, O., resides two and a half miles south and one-half mile west
of Fort Loramie, where he owns 136 acres of well improved, valuable land.
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He was

born in Auglaize county, 0., northwest of Minster, December 26,
1858, and is a son of Theodore and Elizabeth (Stegemann) Kaiser.
Theodore and Elizabeth Kaiser, parents of Joseph Kaiser, were natives
of Germany, he having been born in Hersbruck, Prussia, March 25, 1805,
and Mrs. Kaiser at Handorf, Westphalen, March 19, 1822. Several years
after his father died, Theodore Kaiser came to the United States with his
mother and his brother, and the latter's family. They arrived in Glandorf,
Putnam county, O., August 14, 1836, where they stayed more than a year,
then moved to Minster, Auglaize county, O. Theodore Kaiser then helped
Elizabeth Kaiser came to the United States
to dig the Miami and Erie canal.
with her parents, her grandmother, three sisters and one brother, in 1836.
They passed through Cincinnati, O., on their way to Minster, Auglaize county,
and Elizabeth, with her next oldest sister remained in Cincinnati to work, as
their parents were not financially able to take their whole family to Minster.
They remained there a few years, then also moved to Minster where they
gave their parents help on their rented farm. Theodore Kaiser was married
at Minster to Elizabeth Stegemann, in 1840, and they made their home on a
farm two and one-half miles northwest from Minster, O., now in possession
of their son, John Kaiser.
At the time of their marriage, they had but a
part of the farm as it now is, later adding to it until it consisted of 100 acres.
They became parents of the following children Henry William Bernard
Mary; Anna; Mary; John; Joseph; Frank; and Anton. Of these children:
William and the two named Mary died in infancy and were buried in the St.
Augustinus Catholic graveyard at Minster; and Henry, who died on his farm
about one and one-half miles northwest of Chickasaw, Mercer county, O.,
January 29, 1892, aged forty-nine years, six months and twenty-seven days,
and was buried in St. Sebastian's graveyard. Theodore Kaiser, father of
the subject of this sketch, died on his farm, August 30, 1880, aged seventyHis widow remained on the home farm
five years, four months and five days.
a few years, then went to the home of her son, Frank Kaiser, about one
and a half miles southeast from Sharpsburg, Darke county, O., where she
died on July 12, 1908, aged eighty-six years, three months and twenty-three
days.
Theodore Kaiser and his wife were laid to rest in St. Augustinus
Catholic graveyard at Minster. They were good, wholesouled, kind-hearted
people, and were devout members of the Catholic church at Minster.
The
mother of Theodore Kaiser, both parents of Elizabeth Kaiser and her grandmother also died in Minster, and were buried in St. Augustinus Catholic
graveyard at that place.
Joseph Kaiser attended school in boyhood at Minster, O., and afterward
gave his father help on the farm. After the father's death, the mother, by
will, gave the farm to her son Joseph, it hieing the farm he now owns in
Cynthian township, his father having purchased the same before his death.
It was partly improved at that time and its present owner has remodeled the
farmhouse and repaired all the other farm buildings, making the place comAll of his land is under cultivation except twentyfortable and attractive.
:

;

;
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eight acres yet in timber and, with all of it well watered by the canal and
Loramie creek, he finds it well adapted to both crop and stock-raising.
Joseph Kaiser was united in marriage with Miss Mary Housfeld, February, 16, 1887, in St. Peter and St. Paul's Catholic church at Newport, Shelby

county, O., by Rev. Father Nicolous Poirey.
Mary Housfeld was born July
7, 1865, near Minster, Auglaize county, O., and is a daughter of Joseph and
Caroline Housfeld.
Her parents were both natives of Auglaize county, O.,
he having been born in 1837 and his wife on January 28, 1846. He died on
the farm on which he was born, the date of his death being March 11, 1881,
when aged forty-four years, and he was buried in St. Augustinus Catholic
graveyard.
He was always a devout member of the Catholic church at
Minster.
Mr. and Mrs. Housfeld had the following children John, Mary,
Caroline, Joseph, Henry, Elizabeth, Bernard, Clemens and Rosa.
Of these
children, all survive except: Clemens, who died in infancy; John, who died
in Cincinnati on September 4, 1900, aged thirty-six years, seven months and
ten days; and Henry, who died at St. Mary's, O., on November 25, 1912,
aged forty-one years, eleven months and twenty-five days. The last named
and Clemens were buried in St. Augustinus Catholic graveyard, and John
was buried in a Catholic cemetery at Cincinnati, O.
Joseph and Mary Kaiser became parents of the following children Cecelia,
Elizabeth, Louis, Mary, Julia, Paulina, August, Amelia, Rosa and Emma. All
were born on the home farm and all are living but August, who died June
11, 190 1, aged two years, five months and twenty-three days; and Amelia,
who died December 30, 1900, aged fourteen days. They were both buried
Mr. Kaiser and family
in St. Michael's Catholic graveyard at Fort Loramie.
Mr. Kaiser is a
belong to St. Michael's Catholic church at Ft. Loramie.
:

:

democrat.
P. F. VERDI ER,* who resides on a part of the old homestead farm,
having eighty acres of the came, situated nine miles southeast of Sidney, O.,
in Green township, was born on this place in 1877, and is a son of P. F.
and Sarah E. (Hand) Verdier.
P. F. Verdier came to Shelby county from Clark county, O., when a
young man and entered this farm from the government, subsequently clearing
He engaged in farming and also taught school and music and
a part of it.
became one of the best known men in this section. He lived to the age of
eighty-one years his widow, who was formerly Sarah E. Hand, still surviving
and making her home with her children, by whom she is much beloved. They
were seven in number, namely Mrs. Carrie Frazier, Mrs. Julia Worthington,
Mrs. Martha H. Shaw, Mrs. Stella Watkins, P. F., Mrs. Laura M. White,
and Cyrus O., who is deecased.
P. F. Verdier assisted his father on the home farm after his school days
The
were over and has followed agricultural activities here ever since.
present substantial buildings replaced the ones erected in earlier days by his
father, and in addition to making many other improvements, Mr. Verdier
cleared twenty acres of the land and has made a fertile tract of it.
:
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Mr. Verdier married Miss Pearl Houser and they have two children:
E. F. and J. Lucile. Mr. Verdier is a democrat in his political opinions.
H. B.

who

DIRKSEN,

carries

one of the well-known citizens of Shelby county, O.,
on general farming on his valuable property containing 120 acres,
two and one-

situated in section 4, McLean township, one mile south and
half miles west of Mnister, O., was born in McLean township,
1

is a son of Herman and Elizabeth Dirksen.
Herman Dirksen and wife were both born and reared

December

31,

85 1, and

Germany. He
came to Minster, O., when a young man, where he married and lived for a
time and then bought forty acres of land in Auglaize county. At a later date
he sold his first farm and bought the farm of 120 acres on which his son now
lives and here he died at the age of sixty-five years and his burial was in the
Catholic cemetery at Minster, O. His wife had died in Auglaize county.
H. B. Dirksen was educated in the school district that was named in
honor of his uncle, the late Bernard Dirksen, once a prominent man at Minster.
O. His mother died when he was only twelve years old and he still remembers her with filial affection. He learned how to be a successful farmer from
his father and in 1870 relieved his father of the responsibility of the farm and
operated it for him until his death.
He has continued here, making many
improvements including the erection of the present substantial farm structures,
and the draining and tiling that have served to sweeten his land and make it
productive in the highest degree. He carries on all kinds of farm work and
gives considerable attention to raising grain and cattle and hogs.
Mr. Dirksen married Miss Mary Horstman, who was born at Minster.
O., September 8, 1857, a daughter of John Albert and Mary Horstman, both
now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Dirksen have four children: John, Arnold,
Celia and Katie.
The family belongs to the Catholic church. In politics he
has always been a democrat. He is an excellent citizen and has always taken
a great interest in the public schools and served for eleven years as school
in

director of the Dirksen special school district.
C. O. REDINBO,* whose excellent farm of sixty-four acres is situated
and one-half miles southeast of Sidney, Shelby county, O., is a well-known
citizen of Orange township, in which he has spent almost all his life.
He
was born in 1866, in Bond county, 111., and is a son of Aaron and Elizabeth
(Voorhees) Redinbo.
Aaron Redinbo was born in Shelby county, O., where he attended school,
grew to manhood and married and afterward moved to Bond county. 111.
From there he returned to Shelby county and located in Orange township,
where his death occurred at the age of seventy-seven years. He married
Elizabeth Voorhees, who was also born in Shelby county. Her death occurred
on the present home farm, in 1887, when in her forty-sixth year. They had
four children: Anna B., who resides with her brother; C. O. Samuel R..
who died young and a babe that died unnamed.
C. O. Redinbo first attended school in his native state and completed his
six

;
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education in Shelby county. Afterward he assumed the agricultural responsibilities of the home farm and has continued here ever since.
An intelligent
farmer like Mr. Redinbo finds that Shelby county land can be made very
productive and some very fine stock has also been raised on his place and for
twelve years he has also grown tobacco.
Mr. Redinbo married Miss Nora Riley, who was born in Madison county,
Ind., and they have three children Iona E., who is the wife of A. G. Wheaton
Frank C, who assists his father; and Victorine, who is equally useful to her
mother. Mr. Redinbo has been identified with the republican party during
his entire political life, but takes no very active part in campaigns, although
any local agitation concerning the proper administration of law in order to
make this a peaceable neighborhood, finds him wide awake and ready for
:

responsibility.

WILLIAM MARION SNOW,

a well-known citizen of Shelby county,
much attention to dealing in stock for many years, resides on
farm of ninety acres, situated in section 22, Cynthian township,
ten miles distant from Sidney. He was born in Miami county, O., October 4,
1850, and was six years old when his parents, George and Nancy (Chrowel)
Snow, brought him to Shelby county.
The parents of Mr. Snow were well-known people, living into old age in
Shelby county, where the mother died in her seventy-fifth year and the father
when aged eighty years. The father was born in Germany and came to
America when aged seven years, and the mother was born in Virginia. They
were members of the Dunkard or German Baptist church. Of their nine

who

has given

his valuable

W. M. is the only survivor.
W. M. Snow obtained his educational training in the Hopewell special
school district and then began work as a farmer o:i the farm he now owns.
When thirty-two years old he began to buy stock, in associaiton with John
Borger, and they continued together for nine years, Mr. Snow operating alone
since then.
His buying territory extends through Shelby, Darke, Auglaize
and Miami counties and the volume of his business annually is very heavy.
children,

Mr. Snow married Miss Henrietta Miller, who was born in Lancaster
county. Pa., a daughter of C. K. Miller, later of Cynthian township. Mr. and
Mrs. Snow have no living children. They attend the Christian church. In
politics Mr. Snow has always been a democrat and in the fall election of 19 12
was elected to the office of county commissioner of Shelby county and will
assume the duties of the same in September, 1913. Prior to this he has
frequently been elected to public office, being a man of wide acquaintance
and unquestioned popularity, and acceptably served two terms as a trustee
of Cynthian township, in 1910 was land appraiser, and for two terms was
treasurer of the Hopewell district school board.

ANTON RIETHMANN,

who is one of the highly respected and well
informed citizens of McLean township, Shelby county, Ohio, and for four
successive years president of the Deiter Special School District, resides in

WILLIAM MARION SNOW
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two farms, which together aggregate eighty-two
Germany, November 28, 1848, and lived in his own

section 19, on one of his
acres.

He was

born

in

land through his school period, after which he determined to seek his fortune
in

America.

It was in 1866 that Mr. Riethmann reached the United States and made
his way to Auglaize county, Ohio, and for some years he made his home at
In 1872 he settled on the farm which he has occupied ever
or -near Minster.
since, his first work being the clearing of thirty-eight acres and this was
followed by ditching, draining and tiling, all of his property being under
cultivation with the exception of about ten acres which is covered with valuHe carries on a general farming line and is one of the townable timber.
Through his own efforts he has acquired
ship's solid and substantial men.
property and through his sterling character has gained the respect and conIn
these days every progressive community is very
fidence of his neighbors.
anxious to give school privileges to its children and is pretty careful in selecting those who have the management of this matter, and that Mr. Reithmann
for so long a period kept his place at the head of the educational board, speaks
well for the value placed on his services by his fellow citizens.

Mr. Reithmann was married to Miss Mary Sohmann, who was born in
Auglaize county, a daughter of H. H. Sohmann, of McLean township, Shelby
They have had the following children born to them Anna, Mary,
Henry, Frank, Elizabeth, Josephine, Joseph, Frances, Regina and an infant
Mr. Reithmann and family are members of St.
daughter, now deceased.
Augustus Roman Catholic church at Minster. In politics he is a Democrat.
county.

:

ELDREDGE,

V. S.,* who, for thirty-five years has been engaged in
J. C.
the practice of his profession and is one of the best known citizens of Shelby
county, Ohio, resides on his well improved farm of ten acres, which is situated six and one-half miles southeast of Sidney, Ohio.
He was born in
Orange township, Shelby county, on his father's farm, two and three-fourths
miles west of the one he owns, and is a son of John and Margaret (Line)

Eldredge.

John Eldredge was born in Virginia and was nine years old when his
came to Shelby county among the pioneers. John Eldredge was a
farmer and also a veterinary surgeon while living on his farm in Shelby
county, after which he spent three years at DeGraff, Ohio, and the last ten
years of his life at Piqua, Ohio.
He married Margaret Line, who died in
middle age, the mother of seven children, namely: Henry, who died in infancy Jonathan and Elijah, both of whom are deceased; Mrs. Isenberger,
who lives at Dayton, Ohio; J. C. Shelby E., who lives in Orange township,
Shelby county; and Zelola, who is deceased.
Until he was seventeen years old, J. C. Eldredge attended the district
schools during the winter seasons, assisting on the farm in the summers. His
father's professional duties became so heavy at this time that the youth frequently was called on to help and in this way began to learn the science to
which a large part of his subsequent life was devoted. When he was conparents

;
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sidered competent, the father of Dr. Eldredge placed much confidence in
him, giving him a part of his territory and for many years they worked toDr. Eldredge learned practical surgery from his father and has
gether.
been a student of works written on all subjects pertaining to veterinary science
and keeps thoroughly informed concerning his profession. He is considered
one of the most skillful veterinary surgeons in all this section and his practice
He has made all the improvements on his property
covers a wide territory.

and has a very comfortable home.
Dr. Eldredge was married to Miss Laura A. Linn, daughter of Adam
Linn, a representative of one of the old county families, and six children have
been born to them, as follows: Mrs. Flora Robbins, Clyde T., Walter Jeson.
Since 1862 Dr.
Mrs. Jennie Denise, Mrs. Hattie Harbaugh, and Forest.
Eldredge has been a member of the Baptist church. Although not identified
with any political party he is an interested and active citizen and when he
casts his vote it is for a candidate thoroughly approved by his own judgment.

HENRY BAMBAUER,

deceased, whose well improved farm of 120
township, Shelby county, Ohio, four and onehalf miles northwest of Botkins, was a well known and respected citizen. His
son, Henry A. Bambauer, was born on this farm in 1874 and has spent his
acres

is

situated in

Van Buren

The latter is a son of Henry and Barbara (Paul) Bambauer.
Henry Bambauer was born in Germany and after coming to the United

life here.

A

States located in Ohio and subsequently was married at New Bremen.
family of eleven children was born to this marriage, three of whom, John.
The record of the others is as follows
Peter and Mary, are deceased.
Henry A.; Edwin F., who lives three and one-half miles west of Botkins,

married Matilda Kuck; Harvey H. married Bertha Langebrake, who died
May 12, 1912; Callie, who is the wife of Henry Valentine and they live in
Auglaize county; Rosina, who is the wife of Edward Geib, of Van Buren
township; Ida, who is the wife of Julius Stine, of Sidney; Minnie, who is
the wife of Frank Mauer, of Sidney; and Bertha, who is the wife of LafayThe father of the above family died in 1906.
ette Melter, of Lima, Ohio.
The mother, who was born in 1845, st iU survives.
Henry A. Bambauer attended the public schools and from boyhood has
He carries on general farming and
been interested in agricultural pursuits.
stock raising and has given considerable attention to the improving of this
He married Miss Ida Tangeman, a daughter of Herman and Elizplace.
Mr. and Mrs. Bambauer have had two
abeth Tangeman, natives of Ohio.
Mrs. Bamchildren, Viola and Homer, the latter of whom died in infancy.
bauer had two brothers and one sister Theodore, who married Maude Stone
of New Bremen, and they reside at Wapakoneta, where he is prosecuting attorney; George, who lives at Junction City, Kansas, married Mae Dike; and
Mr. Bambauer and family
Lida, who died when aged twenty-two years.
belong to the active membership of the Lutheran church and he formerly held
:

the office of deacon in the same.
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HARRY COTTERMAN,*

one of the respected citizens and prosperous
agriculturists of Dinsmore township, Shelby county, Ohio, whose well improved farm of eighty acres lies two miles northwest of Anna, Ohio, was
born in Paulding county, Ohio, in 1888, and is a son of Henry and Almaretta
(Beck) Cotterman. Harry Cotterman is one of a family of seven children,
the other members being Judson, who lives in Miami county, Ohio Rudolph,
who lives in Dinsmore township, Shelby county; Effie, who lives at Bradford, Shelby county; Arthur, who is in business in Michigan; Jessie, who
resides with her brother Harry; and Carl, who has always lived in Dinsmore
;

:

township.

Harry Cotterman secured a common school education. With the exceptwo years, during which he was employed at Anna, Ohio, Mr. Cotter-

tion of

man

has devoted all his mature life to agricultural pursuits and these he
on according to modern methods and has been signally successful. On
23, 191 1, Mr. Cotterman was married.

carries

December

MARTIN

LACEY, who has been a resident of Sidney, Ohio, since 1866,
now lives retired in his very comfortable residence at No. 431 South Ohio
avenue, was born November 11, 1830, at Knockscamolin, County Wexford,
Ireland, and is a son of James and Mary Lacey.
Martin Lacey was seven years old when brought to the United States and
He afterward learned the
he attended the public schools at Cincinnati, Ohio.
machinist trade, his instructor being Morris Greenwood, an early manufacturer there of fire engines.
Mr. Lacey continued to work at his trade in
Cincinnati for fifteen years, when he came to Sidney, where he went to work
in a sawmill and became a manufacturer of chairs, later established a small
Mr. Lacey then
factory and conducted this business for about seven years.
began to do some building and erected about twelve houses at Sidney, they
being on his own property and he still owns and rents them, they occupying
the old site of his sawmill.
He also was in the grocery trade for about
twenty years, retiring from the same in 1900. Mr. Lacey is a well known
and highly respected citizen and during his long business career was noted for
his sterling honesty.
At Sidney, April 17, 1869, Mr. Lacey was married to Miss Annie Harrison, who was born in this city, a daughter of John Harrison, who left
Ohio in her infancy and in 1849 started for California and died on the plains
while on the way.
Mrs. Lacey was adopted by a childless resident of Sidney
and this city has always been her home. Four children were born to Mr.
and Mrs. Lacey: Mayme; Bertha, who is the wife of John McNeff, of Lima,
and they have one child, Mary Margaret; Dorothy, who died in 1898, when
aged twenty-two years; and Jessie, who died in 1890, when aged eleven
years.
Mr. Lacey has never been very active in politics, although always a
good and mindful citizen in a quiet way, and has usually cast his vote with
the Republican party.

LOUIS KAH,
Building:

Jr.,

who

is

and Loan Association,

second vice-president of the Shelby County
at Sidney. Ohio, and a director of the same
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and practically
the county, of

its first

promoter, belongs to one of the stable old families of

German

extraction.

He was

born on a farm

in

Dinsmore

township, Shelby county, ten miles north of Sidney, Ohio, September 21,
1855, and is a son of George and Dorothy (Zimpfer) Kah.
George Kah and wife were born in Germany and the latter was only three
years old when her parents came to the United States and located sixteen
When she was eight years old they came to
miles east of Columbus, Ohio.
Shelby county and settled on land east of Anna, where her father, Jacob
Zimpfer, secured land. Mrs. Kah still survives, but Mr. Kah died at Sidney,
to which place they moved in 1864. and there he carried on a shoe business
until the close of his life.
Louis Kah, Jr., attended the public schools of Sidney and afterward assisted his uncle, Louis Kah, Sr., for whom he was named, in conducting a
After returning to Sidney and finding no business
general store at Anna.
opening that was satisfactory, he accepted a position as bookkeeper in a town
in Georgia, where he remained for two years when he again returned to his
home in Sidney. Here, in 1880, he embarked in the tin and hardware line
in which he continued for nine years, in the meanwhile becoming interested
His enterprise and public spirit induced him
in the electric lighting business.
to purchase a site across the river where he installed an electric light and
water plant, in 1900, which was of the greatest utility and was known under
Mr. Kah subsequently sold the same to the Sidney Electric Light
his name.
Company, since which time he has been somewhat retired. It was largely
through. his efforts that the business men of Sidney became interested in the
The company was organized in December,
papers to secure subscribers.
organization of the building and loan company which has developed into so
important a business factor here, Mr. Kah personally presenting the first
1895, and began business in the Metcalf building, removing in 1901 to a fine
modern structure of their own.
In 1876 Mr. Kah was married to Miss Alfaretta E. Anderson, who is a
daughter of William H. Anderson, of Sidney, and they have six children,
namely Harland Edward, who is connected in a business way with the
Sidney Building and Loan Association; Ralph C, who is assistant secretary
of the above organization; Julia; Carrie, who is the wife of R. M. Moore,
lives in Tennessee; William H., who is a watchmaker by trade; and D. C,
whose business interests are connected with wall paper at Sidney.
Mr. Kah
is a leading member of the Sidney Commercial Club.
:

C. E. WATKINS,* a general farmer and representative citizen of Green
township, Shelby county, Ohio, managing and operating the old Yerdier
homestead of eighty acres, was born in Miami county, Ohio, near Piqua, and
is a son of Asbury and Rebecca (Moon) Watkins.
Asbury Watkins was well known in several counties for he not only was
a recognized preacher in the Christian church but was also a farmer and
His death occurred on his
for many years practiced veterinary surgery.
homestead, May 10, 1882, at the age of sixty-three years. His marriage was
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His widow

and three children survive, C. E. being the second in order of birth. An
older brother, E. A., lives at Albany, Missouri, and a younger, E. H., resides
in Ohio, a farmer in Champaign county.
C. E. Watkins obtained his educational training in Miami county, after
which he followed farming on the homestead until after his marriage. Since
then, with the exception of four years spent in Tennessee, he has resided in

Green township, taking charge of his mother-in-law's farm in 1910. General
farming is carried on here including crop and stock raising.
Mr. Watkins married Miss Mary Estella Verdier and they have four children Veva, Dale, Clyde and Ethel.
The family belongs to the Christian
church. In his political affiliations Mr. Watkins is a Republican.
:

HERBERT
schools,

was

R.

was born

in

McVAY,

the efficient superintendent of the Sidney
Athens county, Ohio, the day that Abraham Lincoln

assassinated, April 14, 1865.

His parents were Wallace Webster McVay and Anna McCune McVay.
His grandparents and great-grandparents on both sides came from Pennsylvania and settled in Athens county in the early part of the 19th century.
Both branches of the family were of Scotch Irish descent of the Calvinistic
faith and were ever among the social and religious leaders of their respective
communities.
When fifteen years of age the subject of this sketch moved with his
parents and four sisters from the farm which had been his birthplace and that
of his father to Athens, the county seat as well as the seat of Ohio University.
Here he and his sisters attended the public schools and in time all graduated
from the university, Mr. McVay with two degrees, that of Bachelor of
He afterward did post graduate work in
Philosophy and of Pedagogy.
the University of Chicago, and has just finished a course in pedagogy in
Columbia University for he is in truth a progressive and is ambitious to
keep abreast of the times.
Before taking up the supervision of schools he worked in the office of the
county newspaper, read law, taught in the county schools and was a teacher
His work as superintendent comin the Athens County Children's Home.
prised one year at Frazeysburg, six years at Somerset and Reading townships, four years at Washington, C. H., whence he came to Sidney in 1902.
Mr. McVay has not stagnated in the vacation times for he taught in the
summer schools at Miami University in 1907 and 1908; has been a lecturer
in Teachers' Institutes, an active member of the National Educational Association whose meetings he always attends, President of the Ohio Teachers'

He is Past
Association and of- the Ohio Superintendents' Round Table.
Chancellor Commander of the Knights of Pythias, member of the lodge of
prominent
memElks and belongs to the Beta Theta Pi College fraternity, a
ber of the Sidney Commercial Club and a Presbyterian in faith.
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Professor McVay is a teacher by native inclination and lias brought to
He is unceasing in his efforts to
his work an unusual amount of power.
train and stimulate his teachers and his hobby is the teaching of pedagogy
and the study of child nature. He has succeeded in making the Sidney
schools a social center by interesting the parents in the work of the children
and has been rewarded with the longest term of service of any survivor of the
Sidney schools. He has seen the enrollment of the Sidney high school increase more than one hundred per cent since his coming and has largely contributed to its taking first rank among the schools of the state which means
that the school holds membership in the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and that such schools accept its graduates without examination. This rank is given by the State Commissioner of Schools
for a generally accepted standard of excellence.
Mr. McVay was married at Somerset, Ohio. August 20. 1898, to Miss
Dora J. Scott, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Scott, and lives in a tasteful
home on Walnut avenue. He has three children, Martin Scott, born June 2,
1900; Mary Elizabeth, May 3, 1905; and Dorothy Ann, July 18. 1907.
Mrs. McVay's grandparents came from Maryland and Pennsylvania and
were among the founders of the village of Somerset and Perry county and
donated four hundred acres of land on which was established the Dominican
convent of St. Josephs. Her grandfather, Dettoe, erected in Somerset a building in 1 81 7 in which he established a dry-goods store. His son-in-law. Martin
Scott, took up the business in 1843 an d continued it in the same room until
his death in 1895. When Mr. Howe, author of Howe's Historical Collections
of Ohio, made his second trips over the state revising his work in 1888, he
stated that Mr. Scott's was the most remarkable business career in the entire
commonwealth. No other resident of the state could be found who had for
so long a time, fifty-two years, changed neither his business nor location. It
was in this store that little Phil Sheridan clerked when a boy and it was
through Mr. Scott's efforts in his behalf that he was recommended by the
Congressman of that district. General Ritchie, to an appointment at West
Point.

The

magnificent high school building,

now

in

course of erection,

is

largely

due to the efforts of Mr. McVay who worked first to secure the splendid
and then to get through the $100,000 bond issue to build the school.

site

LOUIS H. SCHNELLE,* one of the representative citizens of Turtle
Creek township, Shelby county, Ohio, who owns eighty acres of well culwas born October 15. 1866. in Van
Buren township, Shelby county, and is a son of Christopher and Elizabeth
(Ruese) Schnelle.
Christopher Schnelle was born in Germany and came to America as a
young man. The larger part of his subsequent life was spent in Ohio, where
he married and reared his family and for many years carried on farming
His widow still rein Van Buren township, Shelby county, where he died.
They were early and liberal supporters of the
sides on the old homestead.
tivated land situated in this township,
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Their family consisted of the following children Henry,
who is deceased; William; Minnie, who is the wife of Henry Soloman;
Anna, who is deceased, was the wife of Henry Brandt; Louis H; Elvina,
who is deceased, was the wife of William Soloman; and August.
Louis H. Schnelle attended the district schools in his boyhood and afterward remained at home working on the farm for his father until he was
twenty-nine years of age and then bought the farm he now occupies. Here
he made many changes, his improvements including the building of substantial barns and the erection of the handsome brick residence, which has
many modern comforts and conveniences. He carries on a general farming
line and raises stock for his own use.
All his industries are in a prosperous
condition and Mr. Schnelle is numbered with the thrifty and judicious farm-

Lutheran church.

:

ers of this section.

In December, 1895, Mr. Schnelle was married to Miss Elizabeth Soloman,
in Shelby county and is a daughter of Herman and Caroline
(Whipling) Soloman, whose other children were: Henry, William, Louis and
Theodore; Mary, widow of August Egbert; Anna, wife of Henry Oberwith
Louisa, wife of August Schwabero; and Emma, wife of Henry Schoe. Mr.
and Mrs. Schnelle have three children Caroline, Eliza and Marie. The
family belongs to the Lutheran church. In politics Mr. Schnelle is a sound
democrat and has served one term as road superintendent and has always
taken an interest in the public schools.

who was born

:

LEWIS HOHN, who

is one of the well known and highly respected
now living retired and in the enjoyment of the
years of persistent industry, has been a resident of Shelby
county since 1852 but his birth took place August 13, 1827, in Montgomery
county, Ohio. His parents were Daniel and Mary (Gebhart) Hohn.
Daniel Hohn was born in Maryland and was six years old when his
parents brought him to Ohio, and he was reared on one of the pioneer farms
of that early period and farming was his occupation through life. When he
reached manhood the whig party was a force in politics and he became a
member of it, but in his later years was a democrat in his views. He married Mary Gebhart, who was born in Pennsylvania, no doubt of German
parentage, and was but one year old when the family came to Ohio, where
her subsequent life was spent. They had three children: Lewis, Elias and
The family beLorette, the last named being the wife of John J. Stetler.
longed to the Lutheran church.
Lewis Hohn had but meager educational advantages, partly because his
father needed his help at home and also because in his boyhood not much
provision had yet been made for the schooling of the children, a few months
in the winter seasons being all they could expect in the way of instruction.
He then settled down as a farmer, spending his summers in cultivating the
When he came
land and his winters in the forests chopping cord-wood.
first to Shelby county he settled in Turtle Creek township and lived there
for twenty-five years, where he owned sixty acres of land. In 1877 he bought

citizens of Clinton township,

ease

won by many

HISTORY OF SHELBY COUNTY

826

farm on which he still lives, in Clinton township, and retained his other
farm until 1903, when he sold it and in later years rented out his present
one, his tenant carrying on a general farming line here and raising enough
the

stock for

home

use only.

Mr. Hohn was married first in 1849, t0 Miss Mary Straus, who died
October 6, 1892, the mother of the following children: Mary, who is the
widow of John A. Russell; William; Franklin L. and Malinda, who is the
wife of Michael Albert King.
Mr. Hohn was married (second) on May
12, 1898, to Miss Louisa Tridle, who was born in Miami county, Ohio, but
was reared in Shelby county, a daughter of John and Harriet
Yinger)
Tridle.
Mr. and Mrs. Tridle had the following children: Corwin. Margaret,
Louisa, Elmer, Aaron, Elnathan, Yinger and George.
Mr. and Mrs. Hohn
He has always voted the demoare members of the Presbyterian church.
During his long
cratic ticket and continues his interest in public affairs.
life he has witnessed many changes and can recall many very interesting
events of past days concerning the old families and the settlement of the
;

(

county.
G. A. POPE,* postmaster at Lockington, O., and proprietor of the leading
general store here, has been identified with the interests of this place ever
He was born in 1871 in Cynthian township,
since he has been in business.
one mile north of Dawson, Shelby county, O., and is a son of George VV. and
Mary (Hughes) Pope, both now deceased.

George W. Pope was born in New Jersey and was a young man when
to Ohio, and for many years was a farmer in Cynthian township.
Shelby county. His death occurred at Dawson, O., in 1906, when he was
aged seventy-two years. He was married first to Mary Hughes, who was
the mother of six children William, Charles, E. C, Cora A., G. A. and Lulu.
The second marriage was to Mrs. Mary Brown.
G. A. Pope attended the public schools in Shelby county and in 1891 was
In 1898 he embarked in business at Lockington and
a student at Ada, O.
he

came

:

gradually has increased the scope of his mercantile interests until they include
a full line of merchandise, and the volume of business done amounts to
Since 1906 Mr. Pope has been postmaster and is a
$15,000 annually.
satisfactory public official. He has frequently been elected to local offices on
the republican ticket and at present is the only republican serving on the school
board.
Mr. Pope married Miss Daisy M. Wegley and they have three children:
Cloyd, Ethel and Leona. The family belongs to the United Brethren church.
He is identified with several fraternal organizations both at Lockington and
Piqua, O.

HENRY

KUETHER, proprietor of the Sidney Dairy, at Sidney, O.,
one of the large and successful business enterprises of Shelby county, owns
120 acres of fine land in Clinton township and eighty acres in Turtle Creek
township and keeps about fifty head of Shorthorn and Polled Durham cattle.

JOHN OLDHAM AND SOX RALPH
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He was

born in Auglaize county, O., January 6, 1861, and is a son of Henry
and Angeline (Shumacher) Kuether.
The parents of Mr. Kuether were born in Germany and came to America
when young and were married in Ohio. They were farming people in Auglaize
county and were devout members of the Catholic church. Of their children,
Henry was the first born, the others being: Caroline, who is the wife of William Kovermann; Catherine, who is the wife of Charles Broermann; Rosa,
who is the wife of John Suter; John; Anthony; and Josephine, who is the
wife of Henry Voskuhl.
When he was thirteen years of age, Henry Kuether left school and began
work for his father on the home farm and remained there until he was thirty
years old and then came to Shelby county. His first purchase of land was a
tract of eighty acres, to which he added another eighty, afterward forty acres.
In addition to carrying on general farming and raising stock for his own use,
Mr. Kuether operates his large dairy, as before mentioned, making a daily
shipment of fifty gallons of milk to Sidney, where he disposes of it wholesale.
He is one of the enterprising business men of this section, paying careful attention to his own affairs and prospering accordingly.
In February, 1891, Mr. Kuether was married to Miss Mary Winover,
who was born in Mercer county, O., a daughter of Henry and Anna (Hubert)
Winover, who were farming people in Mercer and Henry counties. They
had seven children: Mary, Martin. Geard, John, Anna, Elizabeth and Rosa.
To Mr. and Mrs. Kuether three children have been born: Henry, Rosa and
Anna. The family belongs to the Catholic church at Sidney. In politics Mr.
Kuether is a democrat.

JOHN OLDHAM,

attorney at law, a well-known and representative
where he has numerous business interests, was born
October 28, 1882, and is a son of David and Sarah E. (Everett) Oldham.
The father of Mr. Oldham was born in 1854, in Miami county, O.. and now
resides on his farm in Clinton township, Shelby county, while he maintains
his law office at Sidney.
The mother of Mr. Oldham was born at Sidney,
a daughter of Grosvenor Everett.
The four survivors of the family of six
children are: Harry, who is a law practitioner; John; Robert, who is a
resident of Dayton, O., and Mary Ethel, who lives with her parents.
John Oldham was reared at Sidney and after his graduation from the
Sidney high school in 1900, entered the Ohio State University at Columbus.
where he passed the year 1904-05 in the law department, having had two years
of previous study under his father, and was admitted to the bar in 1905. For
two years afterward he was associated with his father in the practice of law.
For a short period he was in the collection business but in February, 1907, he
embarked, with Harry Bennett, in the realty and loan business. His present
citizen of Sidney, O.,

here,

membership in the firm of John Oldham & Co., dealers in
and official position with the Oldham-Bennett Realty Company,
In [912
as secretary and treasurer, indicate his high commercial standing.
the Oldham-Bennett Realty Company was incorporated with a capital of
responsibilities,

real estate,
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$40,000, with Milton Bennett as president Elmer D. Kiser as vice-president
John Oldham as secretary and treasurer; and H. E. Bennett as general manager. The company handles both city and country real estate; owns a tenacre gravel pit; makes its own building material, manufacturing cement
blocks, brick, etc erects its own houses and also deals in gravel and sand,
at the present time furnishing these materials for the construction of the new
high school building in course of erection at Sidney. As a business man in
the full sense of the word, Mr. Oldham has displayed energy and foresight,
while in a purely professional way he has met with flattering success.
Mr. Oldham married Miss Rose Bretches, a daughter of Samuel Bretches,
a retired farmer of Shelby county, and they have one son, Ralph.
;

;

ALBERT

J. FOSNIGHT,* whose valuable farm of 155 acres lies in
Turtle Creek township, Shelby county, O., is one of the well-known men of
farmer and enterprising, intelligent and thoughtful
citizen.
He was born in Van Buren township, Shelby county, June 6, 1862,
and is a son of Absalom and Sarah Layton (Cotterell) Fosnight.
The
father, a native of Clark county, O., was a farmer all his life and both he and
his wife died in Van Buren township.
They had the following children
Henry; Albert J.; and Anna, who married Joseph Ellis and after his death
married Joseph Reed.
In the public schools of Van Buren township, Albert J. Fosnight pursued
his studies until fifteen years of age, in the meanwhile assisting his father on
the home farm.
At that time the father died and Albert J. and his elder
brother assumed the responsibilities and together they operated the farm
until the former was twenty-three years old, when he took entire charge and
carried on farming operations until his marriage, when he purchased the
Later he sold the homestead and then spent four
interests of the other heirs.
years engaged in farming in Oklahoma and after his return to Shelby county
bought his present farm in Turtle Creek township.
He raises grain and
other products that do well in this climate and also enough stock for home
use.
Mr. Fosnight thoroughly understands everything pertaining to successful agriculture and his methods are those which ensure success.
In 1882 Mr. Fosnight was married to Miss Sarah Jane Feree, who was
born in Shelby county, a daughter of Jeremiah and Lena (Staley) Feree.
Mrs. Fosnight has two brothers, Grant and Joseph. To Mr. and Mrs. Fosnight the following children have been born: Clara, who is the wife of Clyde
McClure; Frank, who married Alma Hensel; Edna, who is the wife of
Lafayette Verdier. her first husband having been Frank Kneed; Charles;
Cloy, who is the wife of John Reed: Lulu, who is the wife of Wayne Baker:
and Lottie, John, Dessie and Clarence. In his views on public questions Mr
Fosnight is very broad minded and is identified with the socialist party.

this section, a successful

FRED J. RUSSELL, whose numerous and important business interests
have made him widely known, is a member of the firm of Russell & Blake,
and with his partners, John M. Blake and F. M. Sayre, owns and operates
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The Farmers Grain &

Milling Company, of Sidney, O.
He was born in
Clinton township, Shelby county, O., February 16, 1872, and is a son of

Moses J. and Martha E. (Beck) Russell.
Moses J. Russell was a prominent citizen of Clinton township and a large
landowner, having farms aggregating 420 acres. He was born in that township and spent his entire life there, dying February 17, 1903, a son of Joshua
Russell, one of the early pioneers.
Moses J. Russell married Martha E.
Beck, who was born in Turtle Creek township and died December 19, 191 1,
her father, Edward Beck, having been one of the earliest settlers in that
township.
Fred J. Russell was reared on the home farm in Clinton township and in
boyhood attended the country schools and later the Sidney high school.
Until he entered into his present business, on January 22, 1912, Mr. Russell
devoted the larger part of his time to agricultural pursuits and still maintains
Also, with John
his home on his farm of 120 acres, in Clinton township.
M. Blake, he owns eighty acres more, also situated in Clinton township, and,
with the same party, is the owner of the Farmers Feed & Sales Stables.
The Farmers Grain & Milling Company manufactures the Triumph brand
of flour, and also handles grain, seed, salt, coal, cement, plaster, hay, tile and
straw, each partner attending to a specific end of the business, Mr. Russell
being the grain man, Mr. Blake the flour man, while Mr. Sayre, who is secretary and treasurer, attends the office business, each partner being particularly
They are members of
well fitted through experience for his special duties.
one family, being brothers-in-law.
Mr. Russell married Miss Caddie D. McClure, of Turtle Creek township,
a daughter of William A. and Loretta McClure, substantial farming people
of that section, and three children have been born to this marriage: Daisy,
In politics Mr. Russell has been a consistent
Frances and James Mack.
republican since he became a voter and for two years served in the important
He is president of
office of chairman of the republican county committee.
the board of education of Clinton township and is also serving in the office
of road supervisor.

WALTER

E. FRETZ,* senior member of the firm of Fretz & Lininger,
dealers in furniture and undertakers, with quarters in the Ames building,
Sidney, O'., is one of the representative business men of this place and as a
He was born at Garrett, in DeKalb
citizen is reliable, interested and useful.

county, Ind., March 18, 1882, and is a son of George and Eva Fretz, his
father being now a retired farmer.
Walter E. Fretz spent his early years on the home farm and in the
country schools prepared for college and later graduated from the Tri-State
Normal College at Angola, Ind. Following the termination of his educational
period he taught school for about five terms during the winter seasons, in the
summers paying some attention to undertaking, after which he entered the
Barnes School of Anatomy and Sanitary Science and Embalming, at Chicago,
from which standard school he received his diploma as an embalmer in 1904.
47
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He

resided at Garrett and at Auburn prior to accepting the position of manager
of a large undertaking establishment at Kokomo, Ind., where he remained for
three years, and from there came to Sidney, October 8, 1908, where he purchased the interests of the Mentges Brothers, the oldest undertaking firm in
the county. Here Mr. Fretz associated himself with Mr. Lininger and since
August 3, 19 10, they have added dealing in furniture to the undertaking
business.
Mr. Lininger is also a graduate of the Barnes School and prior
to entering into partnership with Mr. Fretz, was a member of the firm of
Daily & Lininger, at New Holland, O.
In June, 1906, Mr. Fretz was married to Miss Pearl Daniels, of Waterloo,
Mr. Fretz belongs to some organizaInd., and they have one son, Robert L.
tions pertaining exclusively to his business and is also identified with the
Knights of Pythias.

JOHN

WENGER,

who lives on his well-cultivated farm of 170 acres,
F.
which lies in Dinsmore township, Shelby county, O., three miles north and one
mile west of Anna, O., was born here July 14, 1869, and is a son of George
and Caroline (Bartch) Wenger, who had also three daughters: Louisa, Mary
and Caroline, all of whom live in Dinsmore township. Louisa married William Zengler; Mary married Philip Staley; and Caroline is the widow of
William F. Kah.
After his school days John F. Wenger remained at home and helped his
He has taken
father, being the only son, and succeeded to the homestead.
great
deal of interest in his various activities here and has spent time and
a
money in improvements, erecting a handsome residence and substantial barns,
He carries
tiling his land, fencing it and, where necessary, enriching the soil.
on his operations with marked success, adopting modern methods and making
use of the latest improved machinery. Although a busy man with his own
affairs, Mr. Wenger is also mindful of public needs and for the past eight
years has served as a member of the school board, elected to this office on
the democratic ticket.

Mr. Wenger married Miss Margaret Bridweiser, who is a daughter of
John and Barbara Bridweiser, natives of Ohio, of German ancestry, and additionally they had one more daughter, Carrie, and three sons John, Charles
and Louis. Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Wenger, namely:
Myrta V., Louella, Bessie, Minnie, Delia, Clyde and Orville W.. all of whom
They are kind, neighborly,
still live at home, a pleasant, happy family group.
hospitable people and it is pleasant to be privileged to know them.
:

W. O. PENCE,* a well-known resident and successful general farmer
of Shelby county, lives on his well-improved farm of forty acres which lies
seven and one-half miles southeast of Sidney. He was born in Champaign
county, O., in 1876, and is a son of Frederick and Elizabeth (Blackford)
Pence.
Frederick Pence belongs to a family that settled early in Champaign
county, O. During the Civil war he enlisted from there and after his honor-
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able period of military service returned to Champaign county and became a
farmer but has been a resident of Shelby county for many years and now lives
retired at Pasco. He married Elizabeth Blackford and the following children

were born to them: Mary Jane, Rhoda Ann, Delilah, Russell, William O.,
Minnie Ruth, Naome, Frederick, Hattie, Harry, a babe that died
and all the others survive with the exception of Mary Jane and

Emma Jane,
in infancy

Russell.

William O. Pence was educated in the public schools and afterward assisted
on the home farm and in other sections of the county engaged in farm industries until his marriage, when he settled on the farm he now owns, on which
he carries on a general line of agriculture. He is an industrious, capable
farmer and so manages his land and stock that both prove profitable.
Mr. Pence married Miss Alma A. Moore, a daughter of George W.
Moore, an old settler of Shelby county, and they have two children Delia
and Forrest, aged respectively twenty and eighteen years. In his political
views Mr. Pence is a democrat and once served his township in the office
of road supervisor but otherwise has accepted no public office.
:

HUGH

B.

SLOAN, who

where he conducts a
ship,

is

first class

a representative business man of Hardin, O.,
general store, was born in Washington town13, 1863, and is a son of William H. and

Shelby county, O., August

Letitia (Miller) Sloan.

William H. Sloan was born in Pickaway county, O. By trade he was a
shoemaker and for many years he followed the same. At the time of death
he lived near Piqua, O., and his burial was in Swift Run cemetery. After
some years his widow married James Chambers and when she died her
burial also was in Swift Run cemetery.
Four children were born to her
first marriage: Washington M., Isaiah P., William J., and Hugh B, who is
the only one living.
Hugh B. Sloan attended the public schools through boyhood and afterward
was engaged as a farmer until 1896, when he embarked in a general store
business at Hardin Station, where he continued for three years. He sold that
store and then started into the implement business at Sidney but in 1901 came
to Hardin, where he opened up a general store which he has continued ever
He carries a large and well-selected stock and as his mercantile experisince.
ence covers a long period he has a wide circle of well-satisfied customers.
Mr. Sloan is not married but resides with a foster sister. He is treasurer
of the Methodist Episcopal church at Hardin and is also a member of its
board of trustees. Politically he is a republican and fraternally is connected
with the

Odd

Fellows at Sidney, O.

WATT

LAUGHLIN,* who is a well-known resident of
WILLIAM
Turtle Creek township and one of the three heirs to a valuable farm of 160
was born in Logan county, O., in 1871, and is a son of John M. and
Jennie (Leapley) Laughlin. The father was a farmer and also a carpenter.
The mother still resides on the old home farm but the father died on May
acres,
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1.

The family

the latter of

whom

two sons: William Watt and Arthur,
Washington township.

consisted of but

lives in

William Watt Laughlin had excellent educational advantages, after completing the common school course going to the Northern Ohio University at
Ada and remaining a student there for several terms. He then returned to
the home farm, on which the family has lived since he was seven years old, and
practically assumed charge, relieving his father and since the latter's death
has managed all the industries for himself, mother and brother. He raises
an excellent grade of stock but not more than is needed for home use, and
devotes his land to general farming.
In politics Mr. Laughlin is a democrat and exerts considerable influence
He served two terms as township assessor and is serving in
in local affairs.

term as township trustee. Mr. Laughlin is known as an honest,
and upright man and good citizen. With his mother he attends
His only fraternal connection is with the
Knights of the Golden Eagle.
his second
intelligent

the Methodist Episcopal church.

ANDREW

Mary (Berger) Hess, was
J. HESS, son of Andrew and
born at Columbus, O., September 23, 1864. In 1873 ne came to live on a farm
near Sidney and attended the country schools in the winter seasons until
sixteen years old, when he began and for four years continued to teach schools
On September 23, 1884, he
in the western and northern parts of the county.
was married to Belle Gray, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Grove) Gray
of Botkins, O. Three sons, Royon Gray, Harry K., and Percy A., and four
daughters. Bertha, Zoe, Margaret and Dorothy, constitute an unbroken family
circle.
In October, 1884, he entered the law department of the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor and was admitted to the bar of Ohio March 5, 1885,
since which time he has continuously practiced law at Sidney. His law practice has been general and varied, but largely in the fields of corporation and
financial interests and affairs, his clients including many corporations and
He has been distinctly active in
railways, banks and financial institutions.
the development of the industrial industries of the town and is a stockholder
As member of the board of education
in and director of many corporations.
and school examiner he has served his community and to the general advancement in education and culture he has contributed by his efforts. With S. L.
Wicoff and S. J. Hatfield he founded and built the Childrens' Home under a
commission from the Hon. John E. Richie as common pleas judge. He has
held no political office except the minor position of member of the state execuTo this party he had always given
tive committee of the republican party.
He is a Presbyterian, deeply
his support and has worked for its policies.
history
and
quality
of his sect, but with a broad
attached to and proud of the
His abilities and consciencharity for all men and for all religious faiths.
tiousness as a lawyer have been generally recognized in his section of the
state and in his profession he has found sufficient room for effort and reward.

ANDREW

J.

HESS
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and busy men of Loramie
township, Shelby county, Oi, who not only carries on farming but also is
contracting
line,
was born in Darke county, O., May 23, 1864,
in the general
and was reared and educated there.
John M. Klase continued to live in his native county until he was twentysix years old, when he married and came to Shelby county and settled on his
present finely improved farm of eighty acres and with the exception of one
year passed at Versailles, O., when he conducted a butcher shop, he has
resided here. This land is particularly well adapted to raising stock and Mr.
the well-known

Klase pays considerable attention to that profitable industry.
He is a
general contractor in brick and cement work and in this line does a very7 considerable amount of business annually. He takes only a good citizen's interest
in politics, keeping thoroughly posted but not desiring office for himself, and
always votes the democratic ticket. His farm is easily reached on account
of its favorable location, lying three miles southwest of Houston.
Mr. Klase married Miss Lizzie A. Johnston, who was born and reared
in Loramie township, and they have four children: James, Joseph, Leonard
and Mary. Mr. Klase belongs to the Odd Fellow's lodge at Greenville and
to the encampment at Sidney, O.

MILTON

VALENTINE, a highly respected retired farmer of Orange
township, Shelby county, O., who resides on his valuable farm of 127 acres,
was born on this place, July 27, 1844, and is a son of David Valentine, and
a grandson of Daniel Valentine, who was born in New Jersey. He came to
Shelby county in 1809, being the fourth settler in the territory now included
in the county, entering land from the government and occupying it for many
years.
His death occurred, however, at Lockington, while he was visiting
a son.
David Valentine was born on the land above mentioned and lived on the
old homestead until he was twenty-six years of age, when he purchased the
farm in Orange township which belongs to his son, Milton Valentine. He
died on the old home place at the age of fifty-seven years, having bought it
from the other heirs and moved back there. He married Nancy Cecil, who
survived into her eightieth year and they had eight children, the three survivors being: John H., w ho lives at Piqua; Cynthia A., who lives at Salem,
Ore. and Milton.
Milton Valentine passed his boyhood days on his father's farm, having
the usual country boy's duties and attending the district schools. Afterward
he worked for six years for his father on his farm north of Hardin, and
then returned to the place on which he was born and has continued here ever
since.
The larger part of the substantial improving was done after he took
charge. Mr. Valentine was an active and successful farmer for many years
but now has the place rented out and justifiably takes life easy, having formerly
been a very busy man. In politics he is a republican and served for two
terms as justice of the peace, satisfactorily to all concerned.
Mr. Valentine was married to Matilda Meyers, in early manhood, who
?

;
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died without issue.

near Houston.
Lockington, O.

CHARLES

His second marriage was with Mary Deye, who was born

They

C.

'

are

members of

MARSHALL,*

the

Methodist Episcopal church at

a foremost

member

of the bar of Sidney,

O., and special counsel to the attorney-general of Ohio, at Columbus, is
numbered with the forceful men of Shelby county, one who through natural
ability, trained faculties and thoroughly aroused public spirit, is assisting in
making history in his native state. He was born at Sidney, O., April 9, 1876,
and is a son of Armstrong Logan and Margaret (Walker) Marshall.

Charles C. Marshall is well known to the people of Sidney for here he
to manhood, attending the city schools and graduating from the Sidney
in the class of 1895.
In the fall of the above year he entered the
Ohio State University, from which he was graduated in the spring of 1898,
immediately afterward showing his faith and loyal interest in his native place
by choosing it as the scene of his professional labors. His professional ability
was early recognized and he has been a prominent figure in many of the
legal controversies arising in the courts of Shelby county.
In November,
1906, he was elected prosecuting attorney of Shelby county, in which responsible office he displayed such firmness and unerring judgment that he was
re-elected and served out two terms.
In political faith a democrat, Mr. Marshall has long been an important factor in the councils of his party in Ohio
and at present is an influential member of the Ohio state democratic execuHe has been active and useful in civic life, cherishing high
tive committee.
ideals and having the courage to espouse reformatory measures even when,
For some years he has
at times, they may be to some degree unpopular.
been a member of the board of county school examiners.
At Sidney, O., on May 19, 1903, Mr. Marshall was married to Miss Alma
F. Wagner, who is a daughter of John and Mary A. Wagner, the former of
whom is deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall have two children: Mary M.
and John Logan. Mr. Marshall is identified with several fraternal organizations, including the Red Men, the Knights of Pythias and the Elks and in
the last named body for two terms served as district deputy for northwestern

grew

high school

Ohio

GEORGE

M. WYATT,* general farmer and stock raiser, who successon his industries on his valuable tract of sixty-one acres, situated
Cynthian township, two miles north of Dawson, O., was born
in Loramie township, Shelby county, O., December 21, 1871, and is a son
of J. M. and Mary Catherine (Green) Wyatt.
George M. Wyatt obtained his education in the public schools, attending
mainly the West Jefferson school in Loramie township, and afterward assisted
fully carries

in section 33,

who is now deceased. He has given almost his entire attention
ever since to farming and stock raising and has proved that agriculture,
properly carried on, is a profitable busii.ess in Shelby county. For ten years

his father,
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following his marriage he remained on the old homestead in Loramie township and then came to his present well-improved place.
George M. Wyatt married Miss Mary R. Huffman, who was born in
the western part of Loramie township, a daughter of William W. and Harriet
(Edwards) Huffman, both now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt have one
daughter, May Laura, who is a student in the Oran special school district.
Mr. Wyatt has been treasurer of the board of education of this district since
January, 1912. He is a democrat in politics and served three terms in the
office of road supervisor while living in Loramie township.
He is one of
the solid and reliable citizens of this part of Shelby county.

JOHN LENGERICH,* general farmer and representative citizen of
Cynthian township, Shelby county, O., where he owns fifty-four acres of fine
land, lying in section 19, three miles south of Fort Loramie, was born near
Minster, in Auglaize county, O., September 6, 1867, and remained in his
native county until he was twelve years old.
Prior to coming to Fort Loramie in 1879, Mr. Lengerich had attended
school at Minster and afterward completed his education under the teaching
of L. Notis and thus secured a very fair knowledge of books. He then worked
as a farm hand for C. B. Danbrison & Son seven years, and afterward was
engaged in farm work for seventeen years in Mercer, Darke and Shelby
counties, and came to his present place in 1910.
Here he has expended considerable money in making excellent improvements, including the draining
and tiling of his land and thereby has probably almost doubled its original
value. He carries on general farming and raises stock for his own use.
Mr. Lengerich was married at Cincinnati, O., to Miss Frances Brockamp,
who was born in Shelby county, O., a daughter of Bernard Brockamp, and
the following children have been born to them Bernard, George, Catherine,
Lorena, Laurence, Clara, John, Marie, Louis and Edward, the last two
named being deceased. Mr. Lengerich and family are members of SS. Peter
and Paul Catholic church at Wynant, O. In national matters Mr. Lengerich
He
votes with the democratic party but in local affairs he is independent
is an interested citizen in all that concerns the welfare of his section and
since January, 1912, has been a member of the board of education of the
Basinburg special school district.
:

LEWIS W. BAKER, who for many years has been a prominent citizen
of Salem township, now lives in comfortable retirement at Maplewood but
He was born in Perry
retains possession of several valuable tracts of land.
township, Shelby county, O., November 14, 1859, and is a son of William
and Elizabeth (Laudenback) Baker.
William Baker was born in Clark county, O., in 1815 and his wife
was born in Champaign county, O. In 1842 he moved on the farm in Perry
He and wife
township, Shelby county, which Lewis W. Baker now owns.
died at the home of this son, their burial being at Port Jefferson. They had
the following children: Daniel; Jonas; Sarah J., wife of Peter Hartman;
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Mary

wife of Enos Wagner; Margaret, wife of William Gilfillen Martin
A. Allen and Lewis W. The parents were members of the Baptist church.
The father was a democrat in politics and his sons are of the same political
E.,

;

;

faith.

Lewis

W. Baker

secured a district school education, attending regularly

he reached manhood. He then gave his father
assistance until 1893, remaining on the homestead until then although as early
as 1879 he had commenced to work for himself. When his father first settled
on the farm in Perry township he had 120 acres but he continued to invest
in land until he had 235 acres, the extent of the present farm which is now the
in the winter seasons until

property of Lewis W. Baker, by inheritance. He owns also a farm of 120
acres in Jackson township, which he bought from William Hogan, and he
the present farm which is now the preperty of Lewis W. Baker, by inhericance.
owns a third tract, containing twenty acres, which lies on the edge of Maplewood, on which he resides.
In December, 1878, Mr. Baker was married to Miss Julia E. Booze, who
was born in Allen county, O., and was eight years old when her parents,
Hezekiah and Mary Catherine (Hill) Booze, brought her to Shelby county.
They were natives of Pennsylvania. The father of Mrs. Baker died in
Oklahoma and the mother in Shelby county, her burial being in Pleasant Hill
cemetery.
They had the following children: John and Uriah; Maria E.,
wife of George Kirtley; Julia E. Martha, wife of William Warner; and
Christian, Hezekiah, Lewis and Thomas.
To Mr. and Mrs. Baker two children were born: Emory E.. who married
Lavina Young, and they have four children Wildie, Harold, Carl and
Ralph and Edna, who is the wife of John J. Drury, and they have one daughMr. Baker and family belong to the Disciples church. Among
ter, Beulah.
his business interests in his ownership of stock in the Haviland Grain & Hay
Company of Haviland, O., and he is also a stockholder and director of the
First National Bank of Jackson Center.
While never anxious to hold political office, he consented to serve two terms as township treasurer of Salem
township and his interest in the public schools caused him to remain on the
school board for twelve years. He has always been a man of social instincts
and qualities and enjoys his membership with the Knights of Pythias, attending the Maplewood lodge of this order.
;

—

;

JOHN

F. GRISEZ,* general farmer and carpenter, who resides in secCynthian township, Shelby county, O., where he owns forty-five
was born in Darke county, O., January 8, 1876, and
is a son of Frank and Mary Grisez. The father was born in France and the
mother in Ohio and there were seven children in the family.
John F. Grisez was six years old when his parents brought him to Shelby
county and he attended school at Sidney and afterward learned the carpenter
trade.
He resided at Dayton, O., until 1907, following his trade and then
came to Cynthian township, Shelby county, and purchased the farm he now
occupies.
The buildings on the place required to be remodeled before they

tion

15,

acres of excellent land,
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Mr. Grisez and he has done other improving and now has all his
land, with the exception of five acres in timber, under fine cultivation.
Mr. Grisez married Miss Clara Stifel, who was born in Darke county on
a farm that adjoined that of his father, and is a daughter of John Stifel.
While residing at Dayton, Mr. and Mrs. Grisez had three children born to
them: Henry, Louis and Anna, and after coming to the farm two daughters
were born, Bertha and Margaret. Mr. Grisez and family belong to SS. Peter
and Paul Catholic church at Newport, O. A stanch democrat, Mr. Grisez
has frequently been elected to positions of responsibility by his party and
served one term as road supervisor and for five years has been a member of
the board of education of the Grisez special school district, of which, at
present, he is clerk, this district having been named in honor of his family.
satisfied

JAMES

RHODEHAMEL,*

H.
one of the representative men of Cynthian township, Shelby county, O., who has been president of the board of
education of the Forest special school district, resides on his excellent farm
situated in section 34, on the township line, one mile northeast of Dawson,
O. He was born at Greenville, in Darke county, O., April 12, 1855, and
was one month old when brought to Cynthian township by his parents, Jacob
and Mary J. (Hauser) Rhodehamel.
Jacob Rhodehamel was born and reared at Piqua, O., and was married in
Miami county to Mary J. Hauser, who was born in Cynthian township,
Shelby county, and is now a resident of Sidney, O. To this marriage ten
children were born, as follows: Mary Elizabeth, Margaret Jane, Eliza Ann,
Josephine, William, James, Laura Belle, Lilly E., Charles B. and Ida M.,
After marriage Jacob Rhodehamel and wife
all surviving except William.
moved to Illinois, and while living there he enlisted for service in the Civil
war, entering Company E, 75th 111. Vol. Inf., and was killed in battle, in
May, 1863, and his burial was in an orchard adjoining the scene of strife. His
widow then returned to Cynthian township with her children and they were
mainly reared in Shelby county. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
church, as was her husband.
James H. Rhodehamel attended school in Cynthian township until old
enough to be self-supporting and ever since has devoted himself to farm purHis farm is valuable
suits, including farming, stock raising and threshing.
both as to fertility and location and he is numbered with the prosperous
agriculturists of this section.

Mr. Rhodehamel was married to Malvina Cornell, who was born in
Orange township, Shelby county, O., a daughter of Harvey and Rosanna
Cornell, and to them the following children have been born: Lily M., Harry
L., Sadie, Cora E., Grace M., Charles D., Chester O., James Clifford and

Homer Forest. The family belongs to the Christian church at Oran, O. In
Mr. Rhodehamel has been a republican since attaining manhood, but
has never been willing to serve in any public office except one connected with
educational matters and in his present position is careful, active and honest,
and the efficiency of the schools in this district proves that their interests are
looked after with good judgment.
politics
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CHRISTIAN SHELLENBARGER, who

is one of Jackson township's
most respected and reliable citizens, for twenty years, with the exception of
an interval of three years, a member of the board of education, is a stockraiser and farmer, owning 400 acres of fine land.
His home farm in Jackson
township, contains 160 acres, while his farm in Dinsmore township contains
240 acres, this being the farm on which he was reared. He was born' in
Wittenberg, Germany, September 9, 1845, ar, d was six years old when his
parents settled in Jackson township, where they died.
During the great
Civil war, John Shellenbarger, father of Christian, served in the 20th Ohio
battery. He was an old German military man and his previous army experiences had taught him much about warfare.
From the age of eight years, Christian Shellenbarger lived with strangers,
being then bound out to George Reynolds, where he found a good home and
kind treatment and remained with Mr. Reynolds until his marriage, when
aged twenty-four years. He then located in Dinsmore township, west of
Montra, O., three-fourths miles distant from Mr. Reynolds' farm, purchasing

eighty acres, and lived there until after the birth of his fourth child, when he
moved to Jackson township and after the birth of another child, his first
wife died, aged thirty-seven years. Mr. Shellenbarger has lived in Jackson
township ever since the fall of 1882. His 400 acres of land have all been
improved except thirty acres in Jackson and forty acres in Dinsmore township
and in large degree the work of improving has all been done by Mr. Shellenbarger. While he carries on general fanning very successfully, he has always
been more interested in raising thoroughbred cattle and all kinds of stock,
giving particular attention to Shorthorn cattle, Chester White hogs, ShropMr. Shellenshire sheep and Hambletonian and Percheron draft horses.
barger attends- to his own farm industries in Jackson township, while his son
Arthur operates the farm in Dinsmore township. Mr. Shellenbarger is a
stockholder in the Snider-Poole Company store of which he was the owner
for one and a half years and then sold to the Snider-Poole Company.
He
also is a stockholder and a director of the Decatur-Springfield Electric railway. Politically a democrat, he has been loyal to his party and effective as
a citizen, and has served on several occasions as road supervisor and three

terms as township trustee.
Mr. Shellenbarger was married first to Miss Anna K. Foster, who was
born in Clark county, O., but was reared in Jackson township. Her parents
were William C. and Mary (Smith) Foster. Five children were born to this
marriage: George O., Emma F., Mary C, Arthur C. and William E. His
second marriage was to Miss Amanda Taylor, a daughter of John and Margaret Taylor, the former of whom was born at Harrisburg, while his wife
was a native of North Carolina. They came to Shelby county in 1832 and
Mr. Taylor
found one log house representing the settlement of Sidney.
entered land in Dinsmore township, and found Indians plentiful but they
were kindly treated at his log cabin and continued harmless. He died when
aged eighty-one years and his wife at the age of seventy-nine years and they
were buried in Wesley Chapel cemetery. Of their eleven children, six sur-

(
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vive and three live in Shelby county.
Mr. Shellenbarger and family belong
to the Methodist Episcopal church at Jackson Center and for many years he
was a church official.

WILLIAM

SANDERSON,

D.
V. S.,* proprietor of Sanderson's Veterinary Hospital, together with livery and feed stables, at Sidney, O., is a trained
professional man and one who has a wide reputation through Shelby county.
He was born at Toronto, Canada, April 30, 1877, and is a son of Rickman and

Dina (Smith) Sanderson.
The father of Doctor Sanderson was born in Yorkshire, England, and the
in Scotland, and they were married in Canada.
He was a graduate
of the celebrated veterinary college of Edinburgh, Scotland, and practiced during many years of his life in Canada, where his death occurred in 1896.
William D. Sanderson was practically reared in his present profession,
beginning to assist his father when a boy, and later was graduated from the

mother

Ontario Veterinary College at Toronto, in the class of 1901, subsequently taking a nost graduate course in 1908-09, at McKillip's Veterinary College,
Immediately after his first graduation he located at Sidney,
at Chicago, 111.
which is his main field of work, although he practices all over this county and
For nine years
is called also to Miami, Darke and Champaign counties.
prior to purchasing his livery and feed barns, he had conducted a hospital on
East Poplar street, but in 191 1 he moved to his present location. He keeps
his automobile ready for use in urgent cases when time is a factor.
He is a

and successful practitioner.
Doctor Sanderson was married at Sidney to Miss Matilda Kaser, a daughJacob Kaser. He belongs to the Ohio Veterinary Association and is
member of the Knights of Pythias and of the Knights of Khorassan.

scientific

ter of
a

S. J. DUNCAN, one of the leading and substantial citizens of Orange
township, whose farm of 240 acres is one of the most valuable properties in
this section, was born in Orange township, near Kirkwood, O, August 26,
1863. His father, Thomas Duncan, who now lives in comfortable retirement,
having reached the age of eighty years, came to Shelby county in early manhood and during all his active life followed farming.
S. J. Duncan has been engaged in farming and stock raising ever since
leaving school, beginning on the home farm and afterward coming to bis
present one, on which he has done a large amount of improving. It requires
considerable practical knowledge and a large measure of good judgment to
Not
successfully operate as large an estate as that owned by Mr. Duncan.
only is he numbered with the prosperous agriculturists, but he has long been
considered one of the township's representative men in public affairs and has
served with the greatest efficiency as turnpike superintendent and as township

treasurer.

Mr. Duncan was married to Miss Minnie Mcintosh, who is a daughter of
William Mcintosh, one of the substantial farmers of this county, and they
have two children Anna, who married Clyde Portoff, and Pansy. Mr. Dun:
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can and family are members of the Baptist church.
identified with the democratic party.

He

has always been

C. J. WINEMILLER,* dealer in groceries, meats and country produce,
on the corner of Park and Oak streets, Sidney, O., is a merchant of many
years' experience and is one of the representative business men of this city.
He was born on a farm in McLean township, Shelby county, O., June n,
1873, an<J s a son °f George and Dorothy (Hook) Winemiller, and a grandson of Jacob Winemiller, who came from Germany and was an early settler
'

in Shelby county.
C. J. Winemiller was reared on his father's farm and attended the public
schools of McLean township. Other members of the family became farmers
but he chose school teaching for his business and for eight years taught very
successfully in McLean, Cynthian, Turtle Creek and Van Buren townships,
all

through which sections he

still

has

many

a mercantile business, although for three

and also managed

friends.

He

then embarked

more years he continued

in

to teach.

and was postmaster at Uno, in Turtle Creek township.
When the rural mail routes were established many of the smaller
postoffices were abolished, Uno being one of these, and in December, 1907,
Mr. Winemiller came to Sidney, where he found a wider business field. He
carries a large and well-selected stock and enjoys a liberal amount of patronage.
Mr. Winemiller was married to Miss Carrie Markley, who was born and
reared in Turtle Creek township, a daughter of John and Kate Markley. and
Mr. Winemiller is identified with the fraternal
they have one son, Carl.
order of the Woodmen of the World and belongs to both branches of Odd
Fellowship. He has never been active in politics but may always be found
among the citizens who stand for law and order and for civic betterment.
his store

ARTHUR SILVER, M. D.,* physician and surgeon, who is one of the
younger members of his profession at Sidney, O., succeeding his eminent
father, was born at Sidney. June 19, 1880, and is a son of Dr. David R. and
Jennie E. (Fry) Silver. For many years Dr. David R. Silver, whose death
occurred December 8, 191 1, was prominent in both business and professional
life in

Shelby county.

Arthur Silver attended the public schools in his native city and was graduated from the Sidney high school in the class of 1899 anc then entered
Miami University, where he secured his degree of A. B., graduating in 1904.
He then became a student of medicine in the Medical College of Ohio, where
he was most creditably graduated four years later. For eighteen months he
served as an interne in the City Hospital of Cincinnati, afterward becoming
assistant to the celebrated Dr. H. J. Whitacre, a noted surgeon of Cincinnati.
The death of his father called the young physician home and he has ever
He is a member of the
since been engaged in a general practice at Sidney.
Shelby County Medical Society, the Ohio State Medical Society and the
informed concerning
thoroughly
Association
and
keeps
American Medical
He is
the wonderful developments that are taking place in his science.
^
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Masonic fraternity and retains college membership
the Nu Sigma and the Nu Medical organizations.

identified with the

Beta Theta

Pi,

in

the

DANIEL RUNKLE,

president of the Farmers & Merchants Bankof Anna, O., is one of the capitalists and representative men of this
Ohio and for many years has been also extensively interested in
farming and cattle raising in Auglaize county. He was born on a farm in
Fairfield county, O., March 24, 1846, and is a son of George and Mary
(Ware) Runkle, who came to Ohio from Pennsylvania.
Daniel Runkle remained on his father's farm in Green township until
he was twenty-one years of age and then took charge of a farm of uo acres,
a gift from his father, situated in Auglaize county, where he continued to
reside until 1907, when he came to Anna. From the age of twenty-four years
he engaged in raising fine cattle and in this industry was known all over this
part of the state, having added to his land at times and still owns three farms,
aggregating 360 acres. The Farmers & Merchants Bank Company of Anna,
O., was incorporated in 1907, under the laws of the state of Ohio, with a
capital of $25,000, with the following officers: Daniel Runkle, president;
R. D. Mede, vice-president, and J. W. A. Fridley, cashier. The directors at
R.
that time were Daniel Runkle, president
).
Curtner, cashier Geo. D.
In 1910 the
Fridley, vice-president; W. C. Heinrich and F. M. Martin.
The board of directors for 1912
directorate was raised to seven members.
was as follows R. D. Mede, Daniel Runkle, C. C. Toland. George C. Schift",
William Runkle, E. M. Martin (not sworn in), and J. W. A. Fridley. all
men of ample fortune and thoroughly representative of this section's best

Company

section of

;

1

;

:

interests.

Daniel Runkle married Miss Mary D. Lusk and they have two sons,
William McKendry, who is dead, and George Albert, who remains on the
homestead in Auglaize county. Mr. Runkle is a broad-minded, liberal man and
he was welcomed to Anna as a valuable addition to the town's citizenship. He
is identified with the Masonic fraternity and belongs also to the Royal Arcanum.

CHARLES

WINNER,* president of the board of education of the special
school district in McLean township, Shelby county, O., resides in section 3,
McLean township, on the east side of the road, where twenty-seven acres
of his farm of 127 acres lies, and he was born in this township, December
His parents are Anton and Caroline Winner.
4, 1857.
Anton Winner, who is now retired and residing on his farm of 140 acres,
McLean township, was born in Oldenburg, Germany,
1833, and was brought to America when one year old by his
They settled in the southeastern
parents Frank and Catherine Winner.
part of Auglaize county, O., on a tract of 120 acres of woods, and afterward
much clearing was done and on that place Frank Winner died, at the age of
His widow lived for many years afterward, dying in her
forty-five years.
They were faithful Catholics and his burial was at
seventy-second year.
situated in section 5,

November

3,
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Minster, O., while hers was in Egypt cemetery.
Anton Winner lived at
home until he was twenty-one years old and then married Caroline Hoying,
and they had the following children Charles, Fred, Kate, Henry, Joseph,
Clement, Mary and Anton, the last named dying in his fourth year. After
marriage Anton Winner and wife settled on a farm of 120 acres which he
had to clear before he could improve it and now has all under cultivation
except about twenty acres of wood land. He bought this property of Henry
Rolves and for many years carried on general farming and stock raising
but has now retired. His wife died in her seventy-second year and her burial
was in St. Joseph's Catholic cemetery.
Charles Winner was studious as a boy and attended school in the Dirhsen
special school district and also in Jackson township in Auglaize county, afterward carrying on farming on the home place until his marriage, when he
came to his present farm, all of which he has placed under a fine state of
With
cultivation except twenty acres that he has preserved in Valuable trees.
the exception of the residence, which had been built in the previous year. Mr.
Winner erected all the substantial buildings on the property and is justly
proud of what he has succeeded in accomplishing in twenty-eight years, taking as it did, a vast amount of hard work and considerable exercise of patience
and good judgment. In addition to raising grain and other farm products,
Mr. Winner gives attention to livestock and always has a sufficient number
of cattle and hogs on his place.
Mr. Winner married Miss Catherine Burns, a daughter of Herman and
Mary Burns, all of McLean township, and they have had six children, all
of whom survive except the second, Denia, who died at the age of five years,
:

Emma

and Alice. Mr. Winner and
the others being: Anton, Annie, John,
family belong to St. Joseph's Catholic church at Egypt. In politics he is a
democrat but has never accepted any public office, except membership on the
school board, and for seven years he has served continuously in the Walkey
special school district, and by appointment has two more years to serve as
president of this body. Mr. Winner is one of the representative and useful

men

of

McLean

township.

W. BROWN,* who

is one of the intelligent men and successful farmers
of Loramie township, Shelby county, O., owning 130 acres of well-developed
land, ninety of which lie in the Greenwood special school district, of which he
is a valued official, was born near Gettysburg, Darke county, O., June 24,
1877, and is a son of Reuben and Anna Brown, who are highly respected

J.

retired residents of Versailles, O.
J.

ship,

W. Brown was

nine years old

when

his parents

Shelby county, and he completed his education

came

in the

to Loramie townGreenwood special

He entered into business as a farm hand, working by the
school district.
month, and then for one year raised tobacco, and after this experiment
embarked in agricultural activities for himself and has so continued. He
devotes his land to general farming and moderate stock raising and is num-
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part of

Shelby

county.

On

September 14, 1899, Mr. Brown was married to Miss Hulda
J. Apple,
who was born also in Loramie township and is a daughter of Henry A. Apple,
one of the old and well-known citizens and wealthy men of the township.
On this farm the three children of Mr. and Mrs. Brown were born: Erma
Eleanor, Goldie Irene and Mary Henrietta. Mr. and Mrs. Brown are members of the Lutheran church.
In politics he has always been a democrat but
has never accepted any public office except membership on the school board,
his first experience being when he served for two years, filling out the unexpired term of John Boyd, after which he was elected for a period of four
years, which ensures his service on this body until 19 16.

JOHN WILLIAM RAUSENBERGER,

one of Shelby county's wellhighly respected citizens, is numbered with the substantial and
of Perry township, where he owns two valuable farms, one of 149
acres and the other of 162 acres.
He is also a stockholder in the Ralston
Car Company of Columbus. He is a native of Champaign county, where he
was born in 1856, the son of John M. and Dora (Rexer) Rausenberger, who

known and
men

reliable

came to this country in 1844.
John M. Rausenberger was born in Wittenberg, Germany, August 6,
18 19, where he attended school and was apprenticed at the age of fourteen to
a butcher. At that time this meant serving two years without pay or, to be
accurate, John had to pay forty dollars to his master for his training.
His
faithfulness was rewarded in being allowed to buy and sell stock for his
After nine
employer and thus he saved enough to buy his own clothes.
years as a journeyman in Porcheim, Frankfort-on-the-Main. and Antwerp,
he set sail from Rotterdam, Holland, and after a voyage of forty-eight days,
landed in Baltimore with two dollars in his pocket, which after three years'
work he increased to $850.
This sum being sufficient in those early days for a matrimonial venture,
he married Miss Dorothy Rexer, a native of Malmsheim, Germany, and came
to Logan county, in 1848, where Mrs. Rausenberger had an uncle living.
An enterprising farmer, with careful investments, Mr. Rausenberger succeeded in accumulating considerable land and raised a family of six children
George J., born in January, 1850, married Laura Mohr and died January 17,
1903, leaving four children; Andrew J., born in March, 1852, married Mary
Detrick, died March 30, 1900, survived by three children; Catherine, the next
born, who became the wife of John Ziegler, died, leaving one child; John W.,
the subject of this sketch, born February 1, 1856; Sarah C, the wife of Upton
Moore, who survived her husband with three children; Dorothea, now Mrs.
Samuel Huber of Logan county, who has four children. The mother died
January 25, 1902, living to be eighty-two years of age. After his family
left home Mr. Rausenberger disposed of his farm and is spending the declining years of his life with his daughter, Mrs. Moore, at Degraft', O.. honored
for a life of ninety-three years well spent. He was a liberal supporter of the
Lutheran church and an ardent democrat in politics.
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John William Rausenberger attended the district schools, assisted his
father in his business enterprises until 1883, when he married Miss Emma
Huber, March 11, and brought his bride to a farm in Perry township,
bought of Adam Grep in 1882, which has been his home ever since. Five
children were born in this household, one of whom, born February 5, 1889,
died in infancy. The others are: Florence Henrietta, born June 13, 1884;
Ada, November 4, 1890; Sarah Anna, July 10, 1892; and George H., born
November 22, 1896. Like his father, Mr. Rausenberger is a democrat of the
Jacksonian type, though never an office holder, and an ingrained Lutheran, his
family being worshipers of St. John's Evangelical congregation in Sidney.
The father of Mrs. J. W. Rausenberger, George Huber, was born in
Wittenberg, Germany, May 10, 1825. After working at various occupations,
he set sail for America and landed in New York, May 28, 1846, with only
He engaged in the milling business in Pennsylvania, and, in
a few dollars.
1849, married Henrietta Schwilke of Lancaster, and in 1853 came to Logan
Twelve
county, O., where he now resides on a farm in Union township.
children were born to this union, eight of whom reached maturity and are
Those living are: Lewis; Samuel;
living in Shelby and Logan counties.
Emma Catherine; Sophia; Anna, now Mrs. E. C. Hurst; Andrew and Daniel.
Mrs. Huber died August 20, 1886. Mr. Huber has been a successful farmer,
honorable in his dealings, and is now living with his daughter, Sophia, at
the age of four score and seven years. Both were Lutherans, but united with
the Church of the Brethren in Logan county.

CHARLES

F. YAGER,* one of the old and reliable business men of Sidhas been identified with carriage and buggy manufacturing.
including painting and blacksmithing, for forty-five years, is at the head of one
He was born at
of the most important manufacturing plants of this city.
Middleboro, Elkhart county, Ind., October 2, 1849, and is a son of Clark and
Margaret Ellen (Linn)- Yager.
Clark Yager was a miller and in his son's infancy moved from Indiana
to Three Rivers, Mich., where he took charge of the Three Rivers House,
where a good business was done for several years, the railroad line being built
through there at that time. He removed from there to Carrolton, O., where
he operated a mill for a few years and later conducted one in Wapakoneta,
and from there went to New Hampshire and there operated both a saw and
grist mill until the fall of 1861, when he came to Shelby county and took
charge of what is now the Miami Valley Grain & Mill Company's mill, and
brought his family here in the following year.
Charles F. Yager was thirteen years of age when the family came from
New Hampshire to Shelby county, old enough to give his father assistance in
He then learned his trade,
his mill, the old Walker mill south of Sidney.
including body and wheel making and for twenty years after worked for
H. Miller. There are few men now in the business who understand its every
detail like Mr. Yager and he attributes much of his business success to his
practical knowledge. He carries on the manufacture of buggies and carriages,

ney, O.,

who

I.

H.
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and paint shop, its location being
Nos. 124-126 South West street, Sidney, and gives constant employment
to from ten to fifteen men. He has made improvements according to the time
but has never changed his business policy, that of giving honest, reliable
goods, and takes pride in the fact that when his name is attached to a vehicle,
a customer feels that no further endorsement is needed.
Mr. Yager was married in 187 1, at Sidney, to Miss Nannie L. Yinger.
and they have had three children: Mary, who is the wife of George M.
Peffer, of Piqua, O., and they have one' son, Morris; and Fred C, who is
a student in Miami University, at Oxford, O.
Mr. Yager and family
are members of the Presbyterian church.
He is identified with the Masonic
fraternity, the Elks and the order of Ben Hur, and belongs also to the United
Commercial Travelers. One child died in infancy.
his large plant includes his blacksmith

I. H. THEDIECK, proprietor of Sidney's large and up-to-date department
store, was born in Alfhousen, Germany, January 30, 1855, a son of C. F. G.
and Bernadine (Sudendorf) Thedieck, his father being a successful merchant
of that place. Coming to America at the age of sixteen, the subject of this
sketch resided for a short time in Cincinnati and then went to Dayton, O.,
where he spent some five or six months in the public schools. Returning to
Cincinnati, he obtained a position as clerk in a business house and was thus
occupied for three years, in the meanwhile studying the English language and
American business methods. In September, 1875, Mr. Thedieck came to
Sidney and in company with Philip Raterman opened a dry goods store in
a small frame building that stood on the present site of Herzstam's clothing
store.
The business was carried on under the style of Thedieck & Raterman
and rapidly increased in size and importance, so that in the following year
These were
it was found necessary to remove to more spacious quarters.
found in the Thompson building, in the room now occupied by the Montanus
shoe store.
In February, 1878, Mr. Raterman retired and Mr. Thedieck
then carried on the business alone. In a few years increasing prosperity made
another removal necessary and in 1882 Mr. Thedieck took up his quarters
in the east room of the present fine building now occupied by him.
The subMore
sequent history of the concern has been one of increasing success.
space has been required from time to time, until now the entire building, consisting of three large double floors and basement, is devoted solely to the
All the most practical modern conveniences have been installed
business.
the store has its own steam heating plant its own electric light plant and the
most improved cash delivery system, while a fine passenger elevator furnishes
There are also a rest room, toilet rooms
transit between the various floors.
and free telephone service for the convenience of the store's patrons.
Mr. Thedieck carries a most complete stock of almost everything needed
for the personal use of man, woman or child, in addition to household goods
and many other articles demanded by necessity, comfort or luxury. In the
variety and quality of the stock, the prices asked, the service, and in its fittings
and appointments, the Thedieck Department Store will bear comparison with
;
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almost any store of its kind in the larger cities.
Its trade extends widely
into surrounding counties, its outside patrons being especially attracted by
the reliable quality of the goods sold
a fact that has had perhaps the most
to do with the marvelous growth of the business.
The large outlet gives
an immense purchasing power to the establishment, which enables it to buy
for less money and consequently to sell for less. Large surplus lots are often
purchased from the manufacturers at special price concessions, an advantage
that is always shared with the customers. The building up of such a business
is an achievement in which Mr. Thedieck can take a just pride
not merely
from the fact that in so doing he has advanced his own personal fortunes, but
still more in that he has conferred a real and substantial service upon his
fellow citizens and knows that it is appreciated.
It is unnecessary to pay
any long rhetorical tribute to his business ability or force of character. What
he has done speaks for itself. Such concerns as he has successfully established are not built up by weaklings or second-rate men. They are the work
commercial Napoleons, so to speak. Aside from
of great business generals
his own personal business interests, Mr. Thedieck takes a keen interest in the
general prosperity of the city in which he has made his home, and shows an
enlightened public spirit in many matters affecting the moral and material
betterment of the community. He is a man of courteous and genial manners
and enjoys a wide popularity.
Mr. Thedieck was married October 18, 1878, to Miss Ida C. Wagner, a
daughter of Matthias Wagner, now deceased. He and his wife have been the
parents of four children, namely: Charles M., Frank P., Inez M. and Paul
C, of whom Charles M. and Paul C. are now deceased. All the members of
the family belong to the Catholic church, and move in the best society of

—

—

—

Sidney.

FRANK

RICHESON, D. D. S., * a foremost citizen of Sidney, O.,
J.
president of the city school board, is also the leading dental practitioner here,
where he has been established since August 22, 1896. Dr. Richeson was born
at St. Paris, Champaign county, O., December 6, 1871, and is a son of Samuel
and Mary (Strousburg) Richeson. The father still resides in Champaign
county.
J. Frank Richeson was reared and attended school at St. Paris and continued his studies until he was graduated from the St. Paris high school in
1891. Afterward he became a clerk in a grocery store, in the meanwhile preparing for college, subsequently entering the dental department of the Ohio

Medical University of Columbus and was graduated from that institution

in

the spring of 1896, a few months later coming to Sidney, where he has built
up a very large and substantial practice. Dr. Richeson has a well-equipped

and is a scientific and skillful practitioner.
June 22, 1898, Dr. Richeson was married at Sidney to Miss Anna
who was born in Shelby county, O., and they have two children
Samuel and Janice. Dr. Richeson belongs to the Masons and the Knights of
Pythias and also to professional organizations. He is an active citizen, with

office

On

Graf,
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progressive ideas, and for three years has been a valued member of the school
board and an encourager of all movements looking to civic improvement.

GRAHAM,

* cashier of the Citizens National Bank at
WILLIAM A.
Sidney, O., has been in the banking business for thirty-eight years and is
well known in this section of Ohio in the financial field.
He was born at
Sidney, O., November 14, 1852, and is a son of Thomas B. and Jane E.

(Gimm) Graham.
The Graham family

originated in Scotland and was founded in the
L^nited States by the great-grandfather, who settled in Pennsylvania, where
the grandfather, James A. Graham, was born.
He moved to Kentucky at

an early day and from there moved with his family to Shelby county, O., in
1822. His six sons, Robert, William, John, Thomas B., James and Samuel, all
lived to the age of eighty years except Robert, and his three daughters, Eliza,
Mary and Sarah, also survived into old age, the youngest becoming the wife
of Dr. John Stephens.
Thomas B. Graham was born at Marysville, Ky., December 8, 1810, and
was twelve years old when his parents moved to Shelby county. He followed
the carpenter trade up to the age of fifty years, but engaged in farming from
1861 until he retired, his death occurring at Sidney, O., February 8, 1895, his
age being eighty- four years and two months. He married Jane E. Gimm, who
was born in County Donegal, Ireland, May 10, 1825, and in 1835 accompanied
her parents to the United States and resided in the western part of Shelby
county until her marriage. Her father, William Gimm, died in Shelby county
and her mother died at Piqua, O. William Gimm was thrice married, the
Robert, Andrew, William, George,
children born to his first union being:
Jane E. and Eliza G., the last named still surviving and residing at
Perryburg, O. The five children of the second marriage all survive, namely
The mother of William A.
John, James, Johnston, Mary and Francis.
Graham died April 12, 1908. To Thomas B. Graham and wife the following
children were born: Samuel A., who is deceased; William A.: Alexander,
who for a number of years has been a fruit grower at Ashland, Ote., was formerly in business at Sidney. O. John C, who died at Denver, Colo., of
tuberculosis, December 25, 1907, was a graduate of the normal school at
Lebanon, O., and of Starling Medical College and spent several years abroad
in medical study; George T., who was accidentally drowned June 3, 1876, in
the Miami river, when aged ten years; Emma J., who has been librarian of the
public library at Sidney for the past fourteen years; and Anna M., who died
January 1, 1876.
William A. Graham completed his education in the high«school at Sidney
and for three years afterward taught school during the winters and assisted
His first industrial experience
his father on the farm during the summers.
away from home was a short season in the Watt Bros, warehouse at Sidney.
but on June 9, 1874, he entered into the business in which he has continued
and for which he certainly has been well adapted. On the above date he
entered the First National Bank of Sidnev, where he remained until Decern;
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ber 15, 1875, when lie became assistant cashier of the German-American Bank,
where he continued until January 15, 1881. In this year he became cashier of
the Citizens, then a private bank, which received its charter as a national
bank on September 1, 1905. Since January, 1881, Mr. Graham has occupied
this position, covering a period of thirty-one years, and all who do business
with this old institution esteem him highly and have the greatest confidence
in his conservative performance of duty.
In 1899 he served as president
of the Ohio Bankers' Association, prior to which he had been vice president,
giving
article
on
banking,
a complete history of banking
and he prepared the
in Ohio, which is held by the association as an authentic and complete exposiMr. Graham owns a farm but his entire
tion of the business in this state.
time is taken up with his financial duties, in a business way, and possibly for
the same reason, he has never accepted any political office, although a publicspirited and interested citizen at all times and a staunch republican.
Mr. Graham was married September 16, 1880, to Miss Ada E. Wyman,
who was born in Shelby county, a daughter of Hon. Xathan R. and Mary
(Hale) Wyman. The father of Mrs. Graham was captain of a company
that served with the Ninety-ninth Ohio Vol. Inf. during the Civil war and
He was born in Vermont and
later was probate judge in Shelby county.
To Mr. and Mrs. Graham the following
died at Sidney, O., in 1886.
Ralph, who graduated from Miami University in
children have been born:
the class of 1904, is employed in the office of the vice president of the United
Railway Company, Portland, Ore., married Eva Rose of that city and they
have one son, William G. Anna E., who married Albert G. Horn, a promiElizabeth and Willnent citizen of Lorain, O., and they have two children
iam Graham; and Robert M., who is a member of the class of 1913, Miami
University, at Oxford, O. Mr. Graham and family belong to the Presbyterian
church, in which he is an elder. He is identified with the Masonic fraternity
and belongs to blue lodge, council, chapter and commandery, all at Sidney:
He is a trustee of the public library and a director of the Sidney Commercial
;

—

Club.

EARL

LEE,

* a

leading citizen of Shelby county, O.,

now

serving in

term as a member of the city council of Sidney, representing the
Third ward, has important business interests as well, being extensively engaged
in the real estate business and the sole owner of the Earl Lee Company,
wholesale and retail liquor dealers and compounders of medicines. Mr. Lee
was born at Wiley Station, Darke county, O., January 4, 1879, and is a son
The father of Mr. Lee was engaged in the
of Thomas and Emma Lee.
timber business prior to 1891, when he retired to Sidney, and is now deceased.
Earl Lee accompanied his parents to different points in Ohio as best suited
his father's business affairs, and when the family settled permanently at
Sidney he entered the public schools here. In 1898 he embarked in the liquor
business at Wapakoneta, O., where he continued until 1901, when he sold
out and returned to Sidney and took charge of what is now the Earl Lee
Company, the business having been founded by his brotner, Val Lee, in 1891,
his third
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now

chief deputy state fire marshal.
The medicines compounded by
the above company are all prepared according to the pure drug act and bear
is

the U. S. government tax stamp, the remedies being known as the Leecuru
medicines and they have a wide sale and are considered specifics for many
diseases. In handling real estate, Mr. Lee makes auction and private lot sales
a specialty and offers reliable realty, home owning and business investment
propositions.
His value to his fellow citizens as a member of the council,
to which he was elected on the democratic ticket, is very generally recognized on account of his intense public spirit, and the business acumen which
is needful in public matters as well as personal enterprises.
Mr. Lee was married to Miss Flora Heil, who is a daughter of Henry
and Minnie Heil, and they have two children: Forest and Esther. In 191
Mr. Lee erected his handsome modern residence on South Main avenue,
Sidney.

JOHN

GIVEN,

and general manager of the R. Given
manufacturers of saddlery and tanners, has
been identified with this business since 1888.
He was born at Sidney, O.
October 9, 1863, and is a son of Robert and Catherine Given.
John F. Given was given no other educational advantage than those
afforded by the public schools and he began his business life as a brakeman on
the C. H. & D. Railroad, later becoming and working as conductor on the
Big Four Railroad, leaving railroad life to enter his present line of business.
When it was incorporated he became vice president and general manager and
in this capacity travels all over the United States looking after the company's

&

F.

Sons Company,

* vice president

at Sidney, O.,

interests.

A

brief history of this important business enterprise of Sidney may be of
interest, illustrating as it does the results that follow business persistency,
capacity and honesty.
In the fifties a tannery already stood on a very small
portion of the ground now occupied by the main building of the present
When
plant, and there, in a somewhat primitive way, tanning was done.
Robert Given, father of John F., came to Sidney, in 1854, he took charge
of the tannery, but a business association was not entered into by him until
1868, when, with S. Alexander Leckey, he purchased the plant and thus
really founded the present business.
At that time there was one small building, while now the buildings cover one-quarter of a square, not mentioning the
machine shop across the street nor the tanyards and house on East avenue.
The main building covers the lot 165x165 feet, three stories and basement,

with one part four stories, thus making the floor space now occupied by the
main building alone 108,000 square feet. Mr. Leckey-died in 1881 and the
business was taken over by Mr. Given and later, at his death, the enterprise
was continued by his sons, John and Charles, with J. C. Royon. In 1901
the company was incorporated under the laws of Ohio as the R. Given &
Sons Company and it has continued to prosper. At the present time of
writing extensive additions are under way and when completed the present
factory will be doubled in size.
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Wherever collars are used for horses the R. Given & Sons tannery is
known, a large trade being done throughout the Northwest, in Texas and all
through the Central states and the products have also invaded the European
market. The hides are secured from Cincinnati, Chicago and other points
where great packing houses are established, and every known method that
has satisfactorily stood the test is used in this great factory for the final production of its goods. To its general manager, John F. Given, must be attributed a large measure of the present undoubted prosperity.
Sidney takes
justifiable pride in this industry, for Sidney men and Sidney capital are the
spirit and motive power, and its large pay roll contributes to Sidney's wealth.
Mr. Given was married to Miss Bessie B. Leckey, June 14, 1883, a daughter of the late S. Alexander Leckey, and they have two children
Gertrude
and Edward. Mr. Given is a Republican in his political views and has frequently been called upon to fill responsible local offices, for ten years being
a member of the board of equalization, president of the board of tax commissioners of Shelby county and a trustee of the Sinking Fund.
Although necessarily absorbed in business as a manager of the concern
above described, Mr. Given has always taken a public spirited interest in his
section as above indicated and has supported every movement, which, in his
opinion, would promote the advancement of the community.
His contributions to charity have been timely and liberal.
He is a thirty-second degree
Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine and holds the office of exalted
ruler in the local lodge of Elks.
:

JOHN CAREY CUMMINS, cashier of the First National Exchange
Bank, at Sidney, O., a leading citizen and lifelong resident, was born here
December 20, 1859, and is a son of John E. and Harriet K. (Carey) Cummins.
John E. Cummins was born at Mifflintown, Pa., a son of Joseph Cummins, a merchant and miller, whom he accompanied to Shelby county, O.,
He died at Sidney in 1875, when aged forty-four years. He marin 1834.
ried Harriet K. Carey, a daughter of John W. Carey, and her death occurred
Three sons survived them,
in 1876, when she was aged forty-three years.
namely: Joseph Knox, at one time auditor of Shelby county, who resides
at Washington, D. C. John Carey, subject of this sketch, and Frank C, who
;

is

a resident of Chicago,

111.

John Carey Cummins was educated at Sidney, being graduated from the
high school in 1875. During the greater part of his life he has been identiwith the banking business, beginning in 1876 with the old First National
For a short time he was connected with the Big Four Railroad and then for twenty-five years was with the Citizens National Bank.
November
Since
1, 1906, he has been cashier of the First National Exchange
Bank, his bank record covering a space of thirty-four years.
In 188 1 Mr. Cummins was married to Miss Jennie A. Taylor, a daughter
Harriet K., Taylor
of O. J. Taylor, of Sidney, and they have three children
and Robert. Taylor Cummins is engaged in the practice of law. He was
educated in the public schools, the Ohio State University and Miami Univerfied

Bank of Sidney.
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and afterward read law in the office of J. D. Barnes, at Sidney. He was
admitted to the bar in December, 1909. Mr. Cummins was reared in the PresIn politics he is a democrat and at times has served in the
byterian church.
town council, being always a strong advocate of progress and reform. As a
citizen he stands high, enjoying the confidence and respect of all with whom
sity

he has relations.

ORD OTTERBEIN LEMASTER,

M.D.. who

is

engaged

in

medical prac-

Van Buren township, is a son of Luman W. and Mary
the father a native of Shelby county, Ohio. His parents'
family consisted of ten children
Beulah S., Luman C, William C, Mary E.,

tice in Kettlersville.

(Chew) LeMaster.

—

—

Bertha T., Edith M., Una Maude, Arthur, Vernon W., and Ord O. whose
record in brief is as follows Beulah S. married Lynn L. Rockwell and resides
in Jay county, Indiana. Luman C. married Belle YVherley and they also reside
in Jay county, Ind. William C. married Lotta E. Lewis and their home is at
Montrose, Colo.
Mary Elsie is the wife of Mathias J. Atkinson of Jay
county, Ind. Bertha married John F. Yeager, principal of schools at Brazil,
Ind., where they reside.
Una Maude is the wife of Dr. G. W. Phillips and
lives in David City, Nebraska.
Edith M. married Henry Meinholtz and they
reside in Okmulgee, Okla. Arthur R. married Maude McGlaughlin and their
home is in Jay county, Ind. Vernon is attending school at Ann Arbor, Mich.
Ord O. LeMaster acquired his literary education in the public schools of
Jay county, Ind., and the Portland Normal school, subsequently pursuing his
medical studies at Starling Medical College, Columbus, Ohio. After his graduation he located in Kettlersville, this county, where he has since built up a
very good practice. He owns some valuable property, including his own fine
residence and makes use of an automobile in visiting his patients. Dr. LeMaster married Emma W. G. Gormhausen, a daughter of John and Mary
Gormhausen, whose children, in addition to Mrs. LeMaster,
( Strausburgh )
were Florence, John, Edward, Charles, Anna, Benjamin, Ida, Otto, and
Laura. Of the above mentioned Florence, John, Edward, and Otto are now
deceased, Florence dying in 1912. Mrs. LeMaster is a member of St. Peter's
Lutheran church. The Doctor is a Republican in politics. He keeps in touch
with the latest discoveries in medical and surgical science, and as a citizen
is ever ready to support any practical measures for the moral or material
betterment of the community. He has advanced as far as the Chapter in the
:

Masonic order.

HERMAN

J.

ALTHOFF,

general merchant and postmaster at Kettlers-

O., was born on a farm near New Bremen, O., in 1852, son of George and
Anna Althoff. His parents, who came to this country from Germany, had a
family of ten children, namely: Laura, Henry, Catherine, John, Catherine
(second), August, Herman, Christian, Henry (second), and Anna. Of the

ville,

two daughters named Catherine, one married Frederick Soelmann and still
resides m this county, her husband being now deceased. John married Anna
Soelmann and they reside in Sidney, O. August died at the age of six years.
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was twice married. His first wife, Anna, dying, he married secondly Emma May and resides in Van Buren township. Henry first married
Alvina Deckefust, who died, and he then married Katie Hersfeldt. They
reside at New Bremen, O.
Anna also lives in New Bremen, O., and is the
Christian

Henry Ellerman.
Herman J. Althoff was educated in the district schools and subsequently
followed agricultural pursuits for many years, or until 1900.
He then
engaged in mercantile business in Kettlersville, this county, which occupation
he has followed up to the present time, being recognized as a successful merchant. His prosperity has been achieved by honest dealing and close attention to business.
He keeps a good stock of such goods as are likely to be
called for in a rural community, and his many patrons find that they can
obtain as good value for their money as they could by trading in the larger
towns or cities. He was appointed postmaster of Kettlersville in 1905 and
has conducted the office in such a manner as to satisfy both Uncle Sam and
Mr. Althoff owns the building in
the residents of the village and vicinity.
which his store is located and also another block located opposite to same.
In politics he is a Democrat and has served ably in local office, having been
trustee, treasurer was township trustee for six years. also served as assessor
and as councilman of the village. He is a member of the Lutheran church,
in which he has served as secretary for years.
Mr. Althoff married Doretta Meyer, a daughter of Conrad Meyer, and
has had three children Rosa, now deceased Hermena, who married William
Poppe and resides in Kettlersville, and Araminta, who married Edward Poppe
and is also a resident of Kettlersville. The family is among the best known
wife of

;

;

:

and most respected

;

in this locality.

JULIUS W. C. KETTLER, a well known citizen and retired farmer,
residing in Kettlersville, Van Buren township, was born in New Bremen,
Auglaize county, O., in 1852, a son of William and Minnie (Donnerberg)
Kettler. His parents were natives of Germany who came to America in the forties of the 19th century.
Their famliy consisted of three children Sophia,
Matilda, and Julius W. C.
Sophia, who became the wife of August Mauer,
resides in Kettlersville, this county; Matilda married William Tangeman and
resides in the state of Iowa.
The subject of this sketch was educated in the schools of New Bremen,
O., and after his school days were over obtained a position as clerk in a hardware store, subsequently working for a while in a dry goods store. He then
took a trip to Germany, and after his return was associated with his father
:

in the store for three years.
He then engaged in agriculture and was so
from 1875 to 1909 at the end of which
occupied for a period of 34 years
time, having amassed a fair competence, he retired and took up his residence
He owns a good farm of 150 acres and some
in the village of Kettlersville.
favorably situated town property besides 22 lots within the corporation.
Mr. Kettler and wife Maria have been the parents of six children, namely:
Clara, who married
Clara, Mahala, Amelia, Laura, Emma and Herbert.

—

—
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William Mauer, resides in Kettlersville.
She is the mother of twin sons,
Vernon and Ernest. Mahala married W. Breidweiser, and they reside in
New Bremen. She has two children, Glenna, who is attending high school,
and Oran, at home. Amelia is the wife of Aerny Tangeman and resides on
her father's farm. She has two children, Marie and Helen. Laura married
William Webber and lives in Lima, O. Emma is the wife of G. R. Brandt
and lives in Dayton. She has one child, Carl. Herbert is a student at Ohio
State University, Columbus.
Mr. Kettler is a Democrat in politics and served as township clerk for a
period of fourteen years. He was also village clerk for four years. A member of the Lutheran church, he has acted as a trustee, secretary, and elder for
years. He is a man highly respected throughout this part of the township.

WILLIAM VORDERMARK,

a retired farmer residing in Kettlersville,

was born in Germany in 1841, a son of Eberhardt and Catherine (Buddemeyer) Vordermark. His mother died in her native land, and her husband,
the father of our subject, coming to this country, died only three days after
O.,

arriving here.
It was in 1865 that William Vordermark landed in this country, after
having acquired a practical education in his native land.' He settled first
in Cincinnati, O., where he resided for thirteen years, working mostly at his
trade of brick mason.
He then removed to New Knoxville, where he lived
for a year and a half, after which he bought a farm in Van Buren township, Shelby county, O.
Here he resided until 1909, where he retired from
agricultural pursuits and took up his residence in Kettlersville, where he now
owns his own home and is comfortably situated in life. He still, however,
occasionally works at his trade. He was married in Cincinnati, O., to Christina Barkman, a daughter of Ernest Barkman, and he and his wife became

the parents of a daughter, Sophia, who now resides at the home in KettlersMr. Vordermark is one of the prominent citizens of Van Buren townville.
ship.
He belongs to the Lutheran church, and is also a member of the County

Fair board, on which, being a practical farmer, he has rendered good service.
Politically he is a Republican. Of his parents' family, in addition to himself,
Henry, Fred, Ernest,
there were four sons and five daughters, namely
Adolph, Elizabeth, Catherina, Sophia, Fredrica, and Minnie.
:

CHARLES STEIN,

a well known shoe merchant of Kettlersville, O., was
His father. Frederick Stein, was a native
O., in 1854.
after coming to this country, located in New Bremen,
Auglaize county, O. The subject of this sketch was educated in the district
school, and at the early age of eight years began to make himself useful on a

born at
of

New

Bremen.

Germany who,

farm.

He

subsequently followed agricultural pursuits until bis marriage, at

which time he engaged in the shoe business in Kettlersville and has since
remained thus occupied, being now one of the oldest merchants in the town.
In addition to his store in Kettlersville, he owns some good property in Sidney, O. Mr. Stein married Louisa Bucholtz. a daughter of Ernest Bucholtz,
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marriage there were two children Julius and Theodore. The
former, Julius, married Ida Bumbauer, and has two children; they reside in
Sidney, O. Mr. Charles Stein is a member of the Lutheran church, in which
he is now serving as trustee and treasurer.
Politically he is a Democrat.
He has one full sister, Minnie, who married Henry Heator and resides in
Urbana, Ohio. He has also a half sister, Rosa, who married John Misner,
a Lutheran minister, her husband, however, being now deceased.
A half
brother of Mr. Stein's, Henry Mouch, married Mary Kah, and they are now
residents of Shelby county.
Frederick, a full brother of our subject, is now

and of

this

deceased.

Mr. Stein

is

among

the best

known among

Kettlersville's pros-

perous citizens and is highly esteemed in the community. A good business
man, he has conquered success by his own efforts and is known throughout
the community as a reliable merchant, with whom it is always safe to trade.

HON. CHARLES

WYMAN,

M.
one of the most prominent business men
has been active also in political life, was born and reared in
this city.
He received his elementary education in the parochial school, and
afterward attended the public schools, being graduated from the high school
in 1892. He gained his first business experience as clerk in Thedieck's department store and was soon advanced to manager and buyer for the shoe department and finally to the position of advertising manager. Becoming active
in politics he rendered good service to his party and was nominated and
elected in 1908, as representative to the 78th General Assembly of Ohio. He
is an eloquent and convincing public speaker, and as an energetic and capable
business man has few superiors. His affable disposition and genial manners
render him personally popular, and he has a wide circle of friends. He holds
membership in a number of fraternal orders, including the following: Grand
Lodge of Elks, being past exalted ruler of Sidney Lodge No. 786 and was
its representative to the convention at Dallas, Texas
also deputy grand knight
of Sidney Council, No. 659, Knights of Columbus, and secretary of the Fourth
Degree Assembly; worthy chaplain of Sidney Aerie No. 1403, Fraternal
Order of Eagles Tawawa Tribe, No. 67, I. O. R. M. and Alaphretta Council, No. 67^2, Degree of -Pocahontas.

<of

Sidney, O..

who

;

;

CHARLES

;

MAURER,

county surveyor of Shelby county, O., and a
has been a resident of Sidney, O., since 1909,
coming from Van Buren township, where he was born December 19, 1885.
His parents were Adam and Caroline (Sunderman) Maurer.
Adam Maurer was born also in Van Buren township, Shelby county, a
son of Philip Maurer who had come to this section from Germany. Adam
Maurer followed an agricultural life and died on his farm in Van Buren
township in February, 1895.
He married Caroline Sunderman, who was
born in Auglaize county, O., and still survives.
Charles A. Maurer grew to manhood on the home farm and secured his
primary education in the country schools. Developing an unusual mathematical talent he decided to study civil engineering and became a student in the
well

A.

known and valued

citizen,
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Ohio Northern University at Ada, O., where he was graduated in 1909. He
immediately was appointed deputy county surveyor, and the experience gained
in that -capacity prepared him for the office he now fills so well, to which he
was elected in 1912, on the Democratic ticket. He is a young man of enterprise and marked ability.
In 1910 Mr. Maurer was married to Miss Gertrude Lucas, of Van Buren
township, Shelby county. They attend the Evangelical church. He is identiwith several fraternal organizations including: the Modern Woodmen
of America, the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and some social and political

fied

bodies.

JACOB HELMLINGER, who

resides on his well cultivated farm of 120
Jackson township, two miles north of Jackson Center, and who has
served "three years as township trustee, was born in this township, July 25,
His mother died
i860, a son of Philip and Elizabeth (Metz) Helmlinger.
December 15, 1910. Our subject was reared and attended school in this township and remained on his parents' farm until his marriage to Lena Zorn, a
native of Jackson township, and daughter of Jacob and Margaret Zorn. He
then settled on his present farm, on which he has made a number of substantial improvements.
About 30 acres are still in woodland. Mr. Helmlinger is
engaged in general farming and is one of the prosperous agriculturists of the
township. He is a Democrat in politics and formerly served in the office of
school director. His religious affiliations are with the Lutheran church. He
and his wife have been the parents of children as follows John Henry,- William,
Michael, Clarence, C. Helmlinger, Margaret and Mary.
Mr. Helmlinger's
large barn, measuring 80 by 40 feet, was erected by him. His farm is up-todate in every respect and he is numbered among the useful and prosperous
acres, in

:

citizens of the township.

WILLIAM SCHNEEBERGER,

a prominent citizen of Jackson townserving as president of the board of township trustees, was born in
Dinsmore township, this county, three miles northwest of Anna, on February
His parents were Louis and Madolena (Koahl) Schneeberger.
2, 1861.
The father, a native of Germany, came to this country after his marriage and
resided here many years, dying at the age of eighty-one; he was buried at
Montra, this township. He was a member of the Lutheran church and a
Democrat in politics, though not active as a politician. He was the father
After the death of his first wife, the
of four children who are now living.
mother of our subject, he contracted a second marriage.
William Schneeberger was a babe of about eighteen months when he lost
his mother, and at a comparatively early age he was obliged to make himself
useful.
He attended school for awhile in Auglaize county, and on arriving
at a suitable age, learned the trade of carpenter, which he now follows, also
being a contractor for the raising of barns, the moving of buildings and other
similar work, in which line of industry he has been very successful. He owns
eleven acres in the Montra special school district, with residence located on
ship,

now
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Murphy Pike extension. As president of the board of township trustees
he is now rendering efficient service in looking after the general interests of
the township and is a man in whom his fellow citizens have full confidence.
Mr. Schneeberger married Madolena Allenbaugh, who is now deceased. She
the

was the mother of one child, Louis E. Mr. Schneeberger subsequently married Amelia Korn, a daughter of John M. T. Korn, and of this union there
is one child, Wilma.
Since his second marriage he has been a resident of
Montra.

JOHN

M. HUGHES, a retired farmer residing in Jackson township, who
has served two years as township trustee, was born in Miami county, Ohjo,
Dec. 18, 1850, a son of E. H. and Elizabeth Hughes. He was five years old
when he accompanied his parents to this township. After acquiring^. fair
practical education in the local schools, he took up agricultural work on the
home farm, where he remained until 20 years of age. He was subsequently
engaged for nine years in farm work in Salem township. He then returned
and settled on a farm of his own, adjoining that of the parental homestead,
it being located in section 22, about two miles south of Jackson Center.
This
farm, which is known as "Woodland," contains 105 acres of good land, ten
acres of which are still in timber.
It is well improved and drained and the
substantial buildings now standing thereon were all erected by our subject.
Mr. Hughes married Mary Cargill of Port Jefferson, O., a daughter of
John Cargill. They have had children as follows Kate, the wife of W. M.
Zimpfer; Clay, who is now operating the farm; Flossie, wife of John Akers,
and two who are deceased. Mr. Hughes is a Republican in politics and formerly served as school director. He is a man highly respected in Jackson
township, of which he is one of the prosperous and representative citizens.
:

