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CHARLES SIMONSON.

MRS.

Barney Simonson came from New Jersey to Crosby (now Harrison)
in i8t8, and settled upon an unimproved trnct (e.vcept for a
upon it), the same in part as that owned and occupied by
Here he spent the remainder of his life, and died
his son Charles.
He was born in
here upon the seventy-third anniversary of his birth.

The

ship.

CHARLES SIMONSON.

residence and part of the outbuildings appear to advantage

accompanying

Mr. Simonson has served

township

in the illustration

small cabin

as township trustee two or three terms, but has not been

September, 1774, and departed this life the same day of September,
His wife was Catharine Freeman, also a native of New Jersey.
1847.
She wa.s of English and Holland stock; her husband of Holland and
French extraction. Their children are consecjuently of mi.xed Dutch,

and Gaelic blood, with the first predomin.iting. They had
eleven children, six daughters and five sons, viz: Nancy, Catharine, Lavina, Eliza, Sarah, Julia Ann, Jesse, Aaron, Barney, WiUiam, and
Charles.
Only Eliza (now Mrs. Joseph Atherton, of Stark county, Illinois), Sarah (Mrs. Milton Atherton, of Kewanee, Illinois), Juha Ann
British,

(now Mrs. James Rinice, residing near Indianapolis), Barney (a farmer
Indiana near Harrison), Jesse (a farmer and formerly a local Methopreacher near Eaton, Preble county), and Charles are now living;

life,

He

home

Jersey, October 13, r8i6,

when brought by

is

in

his sixty-fifth year.

He was
New

He has been a RepubliWhig before that. His
Harrison, in 1840.
He is

to vote, especially at elections of importance.

first

vote for President was cast for General

not a

member

of any religious or secret organization, except the Pat-

rons of Husbandry, which has a society

Sand

Hill Grange,

No. 700.

He

in

the neighborhood, called

the quiet

lives

life

of a prosperous

and ease, much respected by his fellow citizens,
and bidding every way fair to leave an honorable record behind him.
Mr. Simonson was married to Miss I^iscetta Baughman, of the same
farmer, in tranquillity

neighborhood, October

now

4,

township, married to him

named, the youngest,

public

can ever since the party had a being, and was a

—Jennie,

born at the ancestral

in

takes no very active part in politics, but aims always

dist

last

much

confining his attention almost exclusively to the legitimate business

of a farmer.

in

and the

this sketch.

The

1844.

children by this marriage are two

the wife of Mr. Harry Bowles, a farmer in Whitewater

May

and William H., married Sally
Wright, November 19, 1868, and residing upon his farm, formerly a
2,

1866;

Essex township, Essex county,

part- of his father's estate, in a dwelling a short distance south of the old

and was consequently scarcely two years old

home. Mr. Simonson lost his first wife by death December 3, 1849,
and was remarried June 25, 1863, to Miss Sarah Jane Gard, of an old

in

his parents to this county.

He

received his formal

education altogether in the schools of the neighborhood, and shared
the labors of the farm with his father until the death of the latter,

he came into possession of the

home

farm, to which he has since

She

born at the old

1830.

trained in the

with her parents

now comprising four hundred
woodland and cleared fields. The elegant manand
sion he now occupies was built in part by his father, over half a century
ago, to which handsome improvements were effected by him about
1866, making of it a spacious, comfortable, and very sightly residence.
All the buildings upon the premises, including two large barns, a carriage-house, and other conveniences, are painted white, making the
large additions by purchase, his place
forty acres of fine

group a conspicuous object

in

the landscape for a long distance in

nearly every direction, even from

New Haven

village, in

Preble county family, her father having immigrated thither in 1812.

when

made

Crosby town-

is

aud Nancy
home in Preble county, February 28,
home schools of that day, and remained

the second daughter of Littlejohn

upon a farm
county, until

(Wright) Gard,

She was

Sugar Valley, between Eaton and Camden, Preble
her marriage with Mr. Simonson, as before noted. She
at

and doubtless owes much of her inand quickness of mind to this fact, but she herself never
She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church at
Harrison. Since her marriage, which has proved childless, her history

is

of a family of school-teachers,

telligence

taught school.

has been, of course, identified with that of her husband, in the peaceful life

of the farm

and homestead.
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Gracie, as a house-servant.

Biographical Sketches.

kins, is

supposed
was

THE TURPIN FAMILY.
Three brothers came from Yorkshir e, England proband settled in Chesterfield county, Vi rginia
One of them was Philip, father

time of her arrival the only colored person in

Mr. Turpin spent

years

five to six

,

.

Thomas

who married Obedience, daughter of
Martha (Goode), a branch of the famous Goode famil}', in
the Old Dominion.
He was father of Thomas, jr., who
was wedded to Mary Jefferson, a lady reported to have
Turpin,

been of the blood of the great Monticello statesman.

They were

whom

parents

among

of a family of ten children,

The

were two Philips.

first

is

She

old.

the neighborhood, and was naturally a great curiosity.

ably in the seventeenth century,

of

Turpin, and

be eighty-eight to ninety years

to

at the

This woman, now Mrs. Wat-

living in the family of E. J.

still

died young ; the second

hills,

where

and he then removed to

born,

upon the Kentucky
and Ebenezer, were
Anderson farm. In

his first children, Philip
his

1824 he erected the well known Turpin

upon the

flouring establishment,

site

a large

mill,

of the old mill of

the Holleys at that point, about a quarter of a mile below
the present

Union

bridge, probably at the

same place

where the floating mill of Wickerham was anchored in
the pioneer days.
He conducted this mill, as well as
farming operations.
In the mill he was in partnership
the

five years

with

Aaron

survived to manhood, married Caroline Rose, became a

for

physician in and near Richmond, Virginia, and the "Dr.

Foulk,

Turpin" whose name

had superintended the construction and starting of the
mill.
Mr. Turpin also, about 1826 or 1827, built a small
distillery on Clough creek, one mile from the mill, which
he carried on for three or four years, and then left it to

ment
here,

is

identified with the

early settle-

Anderson township. He never was a proprietor
and never visited the Miami country; but was asof

"army

signee of an extensive

right," or land-warrant (No.

1007) granted to John Crittenden, a lieutenant "in the
Virginia Line on. Continental Establishment,"
in the

Revolutionary

The

services.

war^n

— that

consideration of military

following, the original of which

possession of E.

Turpin,

J.

is,

esq., is the

is

in the

primal document

On

February

7,

my

the children of Dr. Turpin was Philip Turpin,

at

he having two daughters besides.

To

presented, by assignment, the right to one thousand acres
in

the Virginia military district, under the Crittenden

Young

warrant.

Philip

made

sometimes

Lexington
celebrated

(this

visiting

on horseback,
and from the Miami

several trips

near the close of the century, to
valley,

Lieutenant

was the father of John

lawyer and

statesman);

J.

and

Crittenden

at

Crittenden, the
finally,

it

believed in the year 1797, he set his pioneer stakes

They left children as follows:
November 18, 1804; died June

1.

24, 1818.

Ebenezer Smith, born

is

down

tract below Newtown subsequently patented
and began improvement on it. After a few
years he removed to the Kentucky shore for a more
healthful location, and resided on the hills opposite the
mouth of the Little Miami. In 1799, October 9, his

May 30,

1808; married

Amanda

Melvina, daughter of Major John Armstrong, of Plainville,

January

19,

1831; died September

Caroline Matilda Rozenia, born

turned with several others in a

May

15, 1879.

13,

1810; over-

skiff crossing the

Little

Miami at Round Bottom ford, July 3, 1822, and drowned.
Edward Johnson, born at the old home in Anderson
township

May

6,

18 14; further noticed below.

Mary Margaret, born May

him,

about the time he attained his majority, the father

in the mill-

built the original family mansion at Union
which the present mansion, occupied by the
younger Phihp Turpin, is an enlargement. The mother

military right, consisting of

Among

remained

He

1834.

Philip Parmell, born

two thousand six hundred sixty-six and
meaning the warrant, the expenses of which he is to
defray, and which I hereby oblige myself, my heirs, exers and adminitrs. to make a right so soon as such right can be made.
I also acknowledge the receipt of seventy-three pounds for the same
out of the sum of one hundred pounds, which is the sum agreed on.
Given under my hand.
Test
JOHN Ceittenden.
Francis Harris.

He

of his sons.

bridge, of

1785.

hereby acknowledge having sold unto Doctor Phillips Turpen

brother-in-law,

ing business, however, until the time of his death, in

two-third acres,

his only son,

management

his

a practical millwright and miller, and

died in August, 185

in the case:

I

the

first

who was

8,

20,

1816; died September

1816.

Philip Parmell, born August
Campbell Johnston September

5,

1818; married Nancy

24,

1846; died Septem-

ber 29, 1848.

Robert Carmichael, born September 3, 1820; married
Frances Mary Stewart September 23, 1846; died of consumption, while travelling in the south for his health, on
board the steamship Galveston, near the Balize, December 22, 1847.

upon the rich

Mary

Caroline, born

November

6,

1822; died while at

to him,

school in Augusta, Kentucky, July 19, 1839.
Aaron Foulk, born June 24, 1827; died September 16,
1851.

upon which he had located,
for one thousand acres, was granted and signed by John
Adams, President of the United States and Timothy

noticed, spent his early years at

patent to the Survey No. 416,

Pickering, Secretary of State.

Mr. Turpin was married

Miss Mary Smith, of a family that had just
immigrated to Kentucky from New York.
His father
in 1807, to

was a slave-holder

at the old

home, and shortly

marriage sent out to him a young colored

girl

after his

named

Edward

J.

Turpin, born at the time and place above

home, receiving

his

educa-

tion in the schools of that neighborhood, except during

a few months' attendance, shortly after his father's death,

Woodward

college, Cincinnati, when the Rev. Dr. B.
was president and Dr. Joseph Ray was professor of mathematics.
Returning to the farm, he engaged in its labors, and after his father's death leased the
at

P. Ayzelott

interest of his brothers in the mill

and managed

it

for
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some

three or four years, also conducting the distillery for

time before he took the

mill,

but relinquishing

it

before

In the spring of

his connection with the mill ceased.

who

the subject of a notice below; Philip T.,

now

Hon. James

wife of

resides at

Union Bridge; Margaret,

the old homestead, near the

Gordon, of the Washington

S.

1844 he left the mill altogether and bought the fine place
he now occupies half a mile south of Newtown, upon
which he erected the spacious mansion in which he dwells,

Republic (formerly of the Post), and a prominent journal-

somewhat remodelled of

county,- both

the tranquil

life

later years.

Here he has

lived

of a successful and independent farmer,

unvexed by public

affairs

or party squabbles.

He

however, been a staunch Republican since the

has,

party

sprang into being, and was a Free Soiler from the time
in the

Van Buren campaign, and
success of his party when

He

unconnected with any

of the

is

lent society,

except the

takes a cordial interest
elections are pending.

religious, secret, or

Newtown Grange

benevo-

of Patrons of

Husbandry.
Mr. Turpin was married

May

29, 1839, to

tina,

daughter of Mathias Kugler, of the

that

settled early in

the century near

Miss Chris-

pioneer family

Camp

Dr.

W.

now

dead;

liam E. Jones, of Cincinnati, and deceased three weeks
after marriage; Theresa, wife of E.

and Luella, wife of Charles

B. Russell,

Estus K. Turpin was born

Returning to the farm
dertook the

age of twenty-one, he un-

at the

management of

it, in
consequence of his
and has remained a farmer upon
as manager or owner.
In April,

Hon. Ebenezer S. Turpin was identified with the
growth of Hamilton county for more than half a century.
He was born, as noted above. May 30, 1808, and died

ity.

associated with

the mill below

1875, he was elected a
control

Turpin.

which was

his ticket,

when

and re-elected three
hundred votes ahead of

time generally in the minor-

at that

Although a public

of the county board 01

ticket,

he does not take any
more time for politics than is the business of a good citizen, and is by no means a professional office-seeker.

He

is still;

officer,

unmarried, devoting himself so

of his aged

far to the care

mother and the management of

his estate.

and in due time was
and his brother Edward in

office,

father

his

Union

This

member

upon the Democratic

Bridge, the two brothers

continu-

WILLIAM EDWARDS,

ing in the business together after the decease of the elder

the paternal residence,

in

years afterwards, running several

Gazette

treasurer of the

which he now owns and occupies, July 18, 1840. He
was trained in the public schools of Cincinnati and in the
private academy kept by Professor Andrew J. Rickoff

survive save one.

the

esq.,

now deceased,

Cincinnati gas company.

this place ever since,

of

Hulderson,

E.

formerly prosecuting attorney, and himself

and of Elizabeth (Waldsmith) Kugler, daughter of the
famous miller and land-owner of that settlement. She is
still living.
They have had eight children, all of whom

site

married Major Wil-

Lizzie,

father's failing health,

home in Anderson township, half a mile north of
Newtown, September 15, 1879. I" his early life he attended Wing's academy in Cincinnati, upon the present-

Hamilton

Elston, a physician of Columbia,

P.

Denison,

at his

who married

of the capital; Leila, the oldest daughter,

ist

was abandoned, however,

in

1868,

the mill was demolished, the back-water from the

The Edwards

family

Edwards^ was the

first

SR.

is

of \\^elsh ancest ry.

to

emig'rate

Samuel

from the old world

Ohio having destroyed the power. He had previously
on for a number of years a distillery near Newtown, and engaged in other business, most of which was
successful and realized him a handsome fortune.
He
settled on a valuable farm in the vicinity adjoining that

ject of this sketch,

of his brother Edward, upon which he erected a hand-

went

some

until the fatal period of the prevalence of yellow fever,

carried

dwelling,

death.

and resided there

at

the time of his

In 1855, at the earnest personal solicitation of

Judge Long and the Hon. William Corry, he became a
candidate for the legislature on the Democratic ticket,
and was elected, serving for one term. He made a faithful and successful member, but steadfastly refused to
life thereafter.
He was a Democrat, howend of his days. The Cincinnati Daily Enquirer, in an obituary notice of Mr. Turpin, said:
His personal character was in the highest degree honorable, He

home, not far from the middle of the last century. He
was somewhat of a roving disposition, and made his way
alone to America, where he settle d in New Jersey prob,

ably as a farmer, as his son, Isaac, the father of the sub-

band.

at the

The

children of Ebenezer

daughters.

numbered

Among

them,

S.

and Amanda (Armand eight

eleven, three sons
still

surviving, are Estus K.,

and engaged

his

in business there

family into the grave.

entire

These were the only children except one daughter, Elizabeth, who became Mrs. Seth Ray, of Milford, Clermont county, Ohio. Their mother was Mrs. Rose, of
New Jersey, who had Mr. Edwards for her second hus-

ever, to the

strong) Turpin

His other son, John,

after him.

city

which swept him and

enter public

was a kind husband and father, a good neighbor and faithful citizen.
His benevolence was only equaled by his honesty and probity in business matters, and many young men received their start in life from him.
He had a kind word for everybody, was unostentatious in his manners,
and a kind master and friend.
About two years ago Mr. Turpin received a stroke of paralysis, which
made him an invahd ever since. The cause of his death, however, was
a pulmonary affection.

was

New York

to

He

New

Jersey, and his wife long after,
Anderson township, about 1810,
She was then residing
aged more than eighty years.
with her son Isaac, who had come from New Jersey to

the

died in

pioneer

home

Miami country

in

in 1805,

landing

-first

in Cincinnati,

but going without unnecessary delay to a tract he had

purchased upon and near the present

Clermont county.

He

purposes and only stayed upon

it

two

then to the southward upon the farm
his

site

of Newberry,

found the land unsuited to his
years,

son Edward, adjoining the homestead

Edwards.

Here the remainder of

removing

now occupied by

his life

of William

was spent in

the peaceful pursuits of agriculture, during twenty years,

yy'

^CyC/~L^CJ-

L

{9i

-^i-^

iiJ^/-yt^-<--'<~€<...^:r-J^
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or until his death in 1827, being then sixty years of age.

them, their dwellings and other houses making a hand-

At the same place died

some

dren.

He

dleton,

Monmouth

mother and four of

his

had been married

at the old

New

county,

home

near Mid-

Hannah
the Miami
Mary (Mrs.

Jersey, to Miss

Martin, about 1801, before the removal

They had twelve children

valley.

his chil-

to

—William,

cluster of buildings at the station,

&

nati

on the Cincin-

Eastern Narrow Guage railway, which

called

is

from him "Edwards."

Timothy Day), John, Rebecca, EUzabeth, Samuel, Edward, Joseph, Redford, Job, Lydia

Ann

Of

fancy unnamed.

William, Rebecca

Timothy Day, of Iowa), Sam-

Elizabeth (Mrs.

Illinois),

Edward and Redford

are

J.

still living.

Jersey

May

to the

He

10, 1802.

west,

came

tice,

at

a

New

in

was brought with the family

and received some education

in the sub-

fro

m

Scotland to America

in 1790,

no-

this

and

settled

pointonSeneca lake, in the Sta te__ofJiew_York,
his third son, Jame s McGjjl, was born February

where

one of a famllyof

16, 1805,

William Edwards, the oldest son, was born

McGILL.

R.

Joseph McGill, grandfather of the subject of

in-

Martin Hahn, widow, residing near Galesburgh,

(Mrs.

uel,

this large family,

WILLIAM

(Mrs. Nicholas

Edwards), George Washington, and one that died in

The whole

and made

1811,

removed

family

six

home

their

in Cincinnati.

year of the earthquake and the

—a

sons and one daughter.

to the west in the spring of

first

was the

It

steamboat down the

scription schools of that time, but says he pretty regularly

Ohio

end of every term, all he had learned during
its session, and began anew with the next school.
His
childhood and youth were spent at the paternal homes
in Clermont county and in Anderson township, until his

gion.

December 11, 1823, to Miss Nancy Day,
daughter of Timothy and Sarah (Crane) Day, who had
come to this region about the year 1800. One of her
brothers, Timothy Day, jr., married her husband's sister
Mary, and upon her death married EUzabeth, another
sister, as above noted.
After his marriage, Mr. Edwards
removed from the paternal ropf to a double log cabin
standing near the homestead, but upon another farm,' for

about two months, leaving a family of seven orphans.

forgot, at the

marriage,

valley-

notable period in the history of this re-

They remained

when they changed

the city four years, until 18 15,

in

their residence to

Newtown. In June

of that year the mother died, and the bereaved father,

sorrowing deeply for the loved and

They were

destitute

left in

with Mr. Jacob

live

or Perrintown,

fin's Mills,

followed her in

circumstances, and the chil-

dren were separated, James, then
going to

lost,

in his eleventh year,

Denham,

a cooper, at Per-

Clermont county.

He

learned

erected in the year of the Harrison campaign, of which

Denham, and remained in his employ
untilhe was eighteen years old, when he went to live with
Mr. Moses Crist, who was also a cooper, at Montgomery,
in this county.
He worked for him two years, and removed to Sharonville, in Sycamore township, where he
went-into partnership in a small store, with a Scotchman
This was in the spring of 1825.
named Galbreath,
James was now twenty years old and had saved two hun-

Mr. Edwards has an interesting

dred

his father had traded.
This he occupied until it
became much out of repair, when he put up a frame
dwelling upon its site, which was in its turn superseded
by the present spacious and comfortable brick mansion,

which

Whig

the shape of a

in

relic

banner, with the portrait of the hero of Tippeca-

noe and appropriate

The farm upon which
become the propwhich he has since made large

inscriptions.

the residence stands had long before

Edwards,

erty of Mr.

to

Here he has

additions by purchase.

since continually

resided, engaging himself almost exclusively in the labors

Sometimes he has purchased

of the farm.
addition to his
in

own

some instances

none of

for sale, in

crops, the products of his neighbors,

He

large amounts.

to

his energies

in

has wasted

public office, except as he has

served the township in some of

its

minor

posts.

He

has

often been solicited to becorrie a candidate for the legislature,

voting,

but has invariably declined.

giance.

ticket, to

He

his actions.

four-score

years,

body, and

fifteen

the

life-long alle-

and is independent in all his thinking
Although close upon the border of

he has remarkable vigor of mind and

preserves

his

His venerable wife also
raised,

for

and always upon

which he has given a

faculties

still

almost

unimpaired.

survives in apparently

health, but their long union has

have

faithful in his

has never allied himself with any religious

or secret societies,

and

is

having voted successively

however,

candidates for the Presidency,

Democratic

He

proved

childless.

A number

which constituted

dollars,

Every winter,

store.

loaded a flat-boat

at

for

his sole

investment in the

seven consecutive years, he also

Cincinnati with pork,

flour, lard,

the

whiskey which was then an indispensable part of the car-

and other articles, which he started for New Orleans,
and sold at a good profit there and along the coast.
Among his best customers was General Wade Hampton,

go,

father of the present governor of South Carolina,

Hampton) then had

(the elder

Orleans to his

home

by steamer.

He

ville,

New

several times, but afterwards returned

encountered many serious dangers dur-

ing these trips, both by land
all

who

on the Mis-

Mr. McGill walked the long distance from

sissippi.

caped

a plantation

unharmed.

He

and on the

river;

but es-

kept his business at Sharon-

which continued to enlarge and prosper, and, with

his ventures in trading
idly to

down

accumulate means.

his interest

in

the rivers, enabled

In the

fall

him

rap-

of 1831 he sold

the Sharonville store to his partner, and

loaded a boat for his eighth venture, and was ready to
start,

but accidentally met in Cincinnati John H. Gerard,

then a merchant at Newtown, with
trade of the boat

and

its

whom

he effected a

cargo for the stock of Mr. Ger-

good

ard.

In December he took charge of the Newtown bus-

They

iness,

and the next February, the season of the great

however, several nephews and nieces and

other children.

the trade with Mr.

of their relatives reside near

flood in the Ohio, which reached even to the streets of

the village, he removed his family thither.

In 1834 he
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sold his store back to Mr. Gerard,

occupied by him the
vicinity of

Newtown, on the

and served four

peace,

east of the village, along the

he was elected justice of the

In 1836

Batavia pike.

and bought the farm
immediate

days, in the

rest of his

He

years.

also took an active in-

and was a
and treasurer of the company for some years.
He rather shunned than sought public life. He was
sometimes pressed to become a candidate for the State
He was a corlegislature, but would not 'consent to run.
dial friend of popular education, and served for many
years upon the local school board, aiding to build the

amounts

He

company.

was one of the original
and its vice-president, under
the presidency of Mr. Samuel Woodward, and he and H.
Wilber both of Morrow, Warren county were the projecto the

directors of the corporation

—

—

Upon

tors of this work.

Mr. Woodward's retirement, to

terest in the building of the Batavia turnpike,

accept the position of general superintendent of

director

Cincinnati Southern, in 1879, ^^- McGill was promoted
to the presidency of the

He

found his road

now

Eastern, which he

the

holds.

the hands of a receiver, with

in

floating debt larger than

could be managed;

twenty months he secured the payment of

a

but within
obligations

all

erection of the

churches there, as also of the bridge

and also of a larger sum in overdue
interest on bonds, and so rescuing it from the hands of
the receiver, he taking the road again fully in charge on
the first of March, 1881.
With this good work he is

across the Little

Miami

solely credited by those

first

In every respect

public school-house in the village.

he was

public-spirited, assisting with

Plainville,

at

and

in

He

17, i860.

to Miss

Asenath Ryan, of Sharonville, by

—Viola (died

(named from

He

he had

William Ryan

life),

D. Drake, re-

homestead near her brother's

None

Newtown).

in early

whom

Maria, Emily (Mrs. Lewis

Priscilla,

died

maternal grandfather), Joseph, Mary,

his

siding at the old

the

was married November 20, 1828,

August

eight children

in

other enter-

calculated to benefit the community.

prises

John,

means

his

are

now

store in

living except William,

Mary,

and Emily.
William Ryan McGill was born
8,

1

83

1,

McGill.

at Sharonville,

April

son of James and Asenath C. (Ryan)
His primary education was received at New-

the

first

town, but he subsequently graduated from a three-years'
course at College Hill, in the Farmers' college, his prep-

him

aration enabling

He

sophomore.
in a small

a

went

way

stock of John

to enter to

at

W.

advanced standing

once into business

at

in

Newtown,

as a merchant, buying the old

first,

Crossley.

Mr. Crossley

at

once bought

new and handsome stock and opened another
which

just across the way,

business of Mr.

McGill.

store of Mr.

store

for a

time greatly injured the

By

the third year, however,

had greatly improved and

the trade of the latter

as a

finally the

Crossley became so unprofitable that he

sold out and went to

California,

where he died.

McGill has since remained steadily

in

business, enlarging

until

it

year after year,

Mr.

the mercantile

long considered the leading establishment

it

has been

succeeded

difficulty

in obtaining personal interviews with

profitable railway properties in Ohio,

Cincinnati Northern, with which
give

Notwithstanding his engrossment
Mr. McGill has taken a very

cares,

and secular

religious

He

has found time, however, to serve the

For twenty-one consecutive years

of the village, aiding

by act of the

district

local

benefit

seems

he

and Eastern

This was undertaken in 1876,
purely as a local enterprise along its proposed route, and
railroad.

Mr. McGill devoted himself largely for months to the
awakening of an interest in the project and the solicitation of subscriptions to

and then
ing

its

stock and the right of way,

to the prosecution of the work, as well as

himself

a

liberal

subscription

and loaning

i860

in

—he

the material enlargement of the

is

Newtown an independent

legislature.

among

the

In
first

have no higher ambition than

to

enterprises

all

has been a life-long Democrat, but

much

less

an

to leave his part

eighteenth

township,

to

Miss

it.

birthday),

December 3, 1861 (the
in Norwood, Columbia

Delia

Drake,

L.

daughter of

only

T. and Lydia A. (Mill) Drake,

who

and her husband

are

in

The former

1864,
is

college in Cincinnati.

unnamed

and Louie

now

— Alice,

D., born July

a student at the

re-

Newtown.

Mr. and Mrs. McGill have two children living
i,

He

not an active poli-

office-seeker.

McGill was married

bride's

is

for

and foremost, and

of the world the better for his having lived in

1877.

nati

— since April,

Newtown; and for the
member of the school board

school-house and in making

and was the leading

tion of the important enterprise of building the Cincin-

the

with the Universalist church in
past fifteen years has been a

born September

inception and prosecu-

in

has been superintendent 'of the Sunday-school connected

public as township treasurer, for seven consecutive years,
spirit in the

and private

in public

lively interest

training of the rising generation.

siding with their daughter

cery stores.

soon

intersects, will

it

direct entrance.

it

the

gro-

and of very great

value to Cincinnati, to which the early completion of the

Thomas

and

set-

creditors

Mr.

besides the usual stocks of dry-goods

and

travelled far

and making satisfactory settlements. As a
result the bonds of the road are now at par, and its operations are oh a working basis, hopeful and prosperous
beyond all expectations. It is believed it will speedily
become, under Mr. McGill's presidency, one of the most

all

of a country store, including drugs, school-books, and
like,

He

tlements with them; and through infinite trouble and

tician,

room now occupied by his stock of grohe has now six rooms filled with the general stock

the internal. history of

near to find the creditors of the company and effect

in

a single small

who know

the corporation owning the road.

Newtown,
Hamilton and
in

and commands custorners far and wide in
Clermont counties. Beginning in September, 185 1,
ceries,

of this character

10,

Ohio Wesleyan

Their eldest born, a son, died

in infancy.

ABRAM EBERSOLE.
Jacob Ebersole came from Germany

to

America some
Washington

mak-

time in the eighteenth century, and settled

large

county, Maryland, not far from Hagerstown.

in

After his

/ / /'

HISTORY OF HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO.
immigration he married a Miss Smith, two of whose
brothers

— Nicholas

Smith

— were

among

Kentucky pioneers of Boone and Kenton's days.
settled in Bourbon county, and the other in an ad-

the

One

Some descendants of this

oining region.

Abram

of

and Michael

Ebersole, afterwards

lived

family, cousins

Stone

at

Side,

up the Little Miami valley. Jacob and Mary Ebersole
had four daughters and two sons, among whom was
Christian Ebersole, the oldest son and the oldest of the

He

family.

1798,

home

stayed at

when he was united

to

He

same neighborhood.

ander, Kentucky, ten miles from the Ebersole place,

and
where he attended for two years,
but was prevented by ill health from graduating. At the
age of about nineteen he left the schools and returned
home, where he shared the labors of the farm with his
at

Miami

father and brothers.
On the thirteenth of May, 1856,
he was married to Miss Celina M. Johnson, second

daughter of John and Sarah (Cox) Johnson,

an old pioneer family, which came to the Miami valley

then determined to try his

among

his

and

Kentucky, and emigrated, in 1799,
Bourbon county. His father and mother followed
soon after to the same part of the county, and died there.
His parents spent their last days in Maryland with the
rest of the family, none of whom migrated to the west
except Christian.
After improving a place and farming

who was born
grandparents,

years in the wilds of Kentucky, he decided to

Ohio; and on the second day of
emigrant wagon at the

his

which has so long been the home of himself and

upon the survey No. 395, or the

cendants.

This

"Tompkins

survej'," a

is

which now includes

large tract

the village of California
land.

and many pieces of farming

Here, immediately adjoining the present plat of

the village, to the west of

it,

and with an extensive

age upon the Ohio and Little Miami

from General Lytle a

fertile tract

fifty-six-hundredths acres,

the family.

mouth of the

He

off.

and beautiful

once

at

site

which was then

which

rivers,

in

front-

he purchased

of four hundred and

is still

held undivided by

was unimproved, except

It

the ferry at the

not far

site

his des-

Little

for a

cabin at

Miami and another

built a cabin also

on the

eligible

in

in Pennsylvania in 1781.
Her maternal
Thomas and Margaret (Mercer) Cox, were

Maryland, but removed upon their marriage to

born

Virginia,

March, 1802, he halted

resided

about 1808, headed by her grandfather, Walter Johnson,

his wife's relatives in

to the north of

who

father was of

marriage, about

his

until

to

remove

Her

near Salem, in Anderson township.

Miss Annie Shouff, of the

fortunes further towards the setting sun,

for three

university,

where her mother, Sarah Cox, was born, and

thence they emigrated to Anderson township in 1807.
Mr. Ebersole's father had now been dead for many
years,

and Abram had come

He

farm by inheritance.

into possession of the

by industry and energy maintained
average share of prosperity which

well,

it

reaping the

to the farmers of

fell

Miami and Ohio

this part of the

home

continued to reside there, and

He took a
New Richmond

valleys.

lively interest in the construction of the

turnpike, of which he was, at various times, president

and
in

treasurer,

and

in all other local affairs that promised,

a material or moral way, to benefit the community.

He was an active advocate of the temperance reform,
and made his daily life and example correspond in every
As noted

respect to his principles of total abstinence.

below, the only secret organization he ever joined has for
its

He

took a

Union Sabbath-school

at Cali-

object the promotion of temperance.
the

practical interest in
fornia,

memWhig and then a

which he regularly attended, although not a

He

ber of any church.

was

at first a

where the family mansion now stands,

Republican, at times devoting considerable time and

dense woods, and began clearing and

tention to the promotion of party interests in the town-

cultivating his farm

;

also keeping the ferry before

men-

ship

and county; but asked nothing

himself, although he

tioned across the Little Miami, which he and his son

was several times made trustee of the township, and

Abram maintained by skiffs, canoes and flat-boats
about 1850, when the New Richmond turnpike was

many

and

its

bridge superseded the necessity for a

died at his
ber

3,

home

1827.

Christian

S.,

ferry.

here June, 1836, and his wife

until
built,

He

Novem-

He

member

years was a

connected himself with none of the secret

He

as the

was content with the

quiet,

independent

now

speculation, nor using his education as a writer or public

living at

Madison,

in this county, in

(Mrs.

Moscow, Clermont county), deceased

in

Robert Fee, of

speaker.

1878; Abram,

and

of a farmer, not engaging in trade or

life

He

in all his

was a kind and genial man
relations

in

life;

high reputation for morality and integrity

New Richmond,

low-men; and

Clermont county; Mary, born September 16, 1803, and still residing at the old home with her
sister-in-law, Mrs. Abram Ebersole; Martha Ann, Maria
and Elizabeth, who died unmarried, while still young

and John, who died

at the

age of nineteen, in

at the old home, September
same year in which the house was built. It
is now somewhat enlarged and improved, one of the oldest brick dwellings in the county, and is still thoroughly
habitable, comfortable, and sightly.
He was educated

Ebersole was born

18, 1808, the

the

country schools of his neighborhood, in a high

school kept by a

Frenchman named Decorney,

at

Alex-

the legacy of a

among

his fel-

good example

to his

and to the community. He died at his home
in Anderson township, near California, March 9, 1868,
the result of an accident, he falling, four days before his
posterity

death, from the

loft

his skull so that

1832.

in

left

in his family,

sustained to the end a

the principal subject of this sketch; Jacob, a farmer near

Abram

societies,

known

Their children numbered nine, as follows:

his eighty-second year; Catharine

ladies;

for

of the local school board.

except with one of the reformatory orders,

Sons of Temperance.

at-

moment

of his barn to the floor, fracturing

he was not afterwards conscious to the

of his death.

He

was in his

sixtieth year.

His

Mount Washingmonument commemorates his memory.

remains were buried in the cemetery at
ton,

where a

His widow continues to reside at the old homestead.
His children are as follows:
Martha Frances, born July 9, 1857; Augusta, born
February

23,

1859,

died at

the

age

of

two years;
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for herself

the raw wool was first brought to the mill by the grower
and carded, then taken home and spun into thread or
yarn, then taken to a weaver and made into cloth, and
finally returned to the mill where it was fulled and

in the fine large school-house adjoining the farm, to the

dressed, losing about one-third in length by the last pro-

erection of which she contributed a very liberal sum,

cesses.

Stanley, born
8,

September

i860: Milton, born August

24,

home

All are at

1866.

Mary

also resides their aunt, Miss

who has

able age,

With them

with their mother.

Ebersole, at a vener-

monument

erected a noble

and thereby secured the building

at that

About 1830-5,

Thomas Arm-

in the lifetime of

machinery was put

strong, additional

time and place.

which enabled

in,

the manufacturers to take the wool through

the pro-

all

cesses necessary to turn out the cloth complete for man-

In 1835

ufacture into clothing.

THE ARMSTRONG FAMILY.
The

ancestral

his brother

1850,

of this well-known, old Anderson

home

moved

to

had nine children
Leonard,

—William,

Miami country

and

Priscilla,

most of them, the others coming soon
to the

sons

in 1800,

after,

settling at

Alie.

With

'

concern.
,

he removed

once upon the

west side of the Little Miami, upon section thirty-three,
ill

the present Columbia township, a

of the Indian
stands,

and

in useful service,

is still

little

road, where the

Hill

above the foot

original grist-mill

having passed out of

Mr. Armstrong had
and he soon began the
the building and management of

the family only within a few years.
in the old

been a miller

erection of this mill, in

States,

which he was assisted by

his

and William, afterwards removed
built

it

where

Plainville,

to

they bought another grist-mill of a

who had

two of whom, John

sons,

man named

Peasley,

With the possible

shortly before.

ception of Turpin's mill, Mr. Armstrong's was the
the Little

mill in

Miami

e.x-

first

In a few years the

valley.

Armstrong purchased a tract of three to four hunHill, and removed thither to improve it for a farm, while James and Nathaniel, two of
elder

dred acres on Indian
his sons,

remained

to

conduct the old or "upper

Part of the Indian Hill property
son,

Thomas M. Armstrong,

sketch.

On

this

is still

mill."

held by a grand-

the principal subject of this

farm the pioneer Armstrong breathed

his last, after a very long

and

active career, about 1845,

in his ninety-second year.

Th omas was
iel S.

th e

fourthchild and third son of Nathan-

^jTOStEOng-, born in Virginia or

outbreak of the Revolutionary war,

Maryland about the

November

management

its

He made

who conducted

and the oldest

John, Elizabeth, Thomas,

James, Nathaniel,

retired from

property.

until

23, 1775.'^

versity,

He

Edwin Armstrong,

it.

surviving,

out

about

with a com-

a division of his estate at

the time he retired, by virtue of which the mill

Virginia.
The head of
now Nathaniel .Shepherd Armstrong, who

Buckingham county,

the family was

when he

fortable

family was near Fredericksburgh, Maryland, vvhenceTfiey

Thomas bought

and conducted the business alone

being the

fell

to his

the third son

manager of the

was a graduate of the Indiana State uni-

and also of the Cincinnati
Democratic

Law

school; was an

which was the
and brothers; was twice a member of
the State senate and twice of the house of representatives, and of the convention that formed the State constitution of 1852; and was otherwise a prominent citizen.
John Armstrong, his brother, studied medicine, but had
practiced only a short time when he sickened and died.
active pohtician of the

faith,

belief of his father

The

father died July 21, 1864, in his eightyjiinth year,

in the

house now occupied by

Thomas Milton

his son,

Armstrong.

About the year 1806 Mr.

Axmstrong

was married to

Miss Sarah Broadwell, of an old Anderson family, born

November 17, 1781, who survived until March 28, i860,
when she departed this life in her seventy-ninth year, in
the same dwelling where her venerable husband died
more than five years afterwards. They had seven chilPerine, Eliza, Sidney, John Broadwell,
dren, to wit:
Edwin Lindley, Thomas Milton and Eliob. Only two,
the youngest sons, are

still

living

— the

latter in

Cincin-

and the former upon the paternal estate near the
"middle mills," on the turnpike between Newtown village
and Newtown station, on the Little Miami railroad.
Thomas M. Armstrong was born in a pioneer lognati

cabin near his father's mills.

May

4,

181

wards in

the

free

His early

7.

and

after-

schools of his neighborhood.

He

education was received in the "subscription

"

was apprenticed to a millwright in Virginia, with
whom he learned the trade, and shortly after the removal

picked up a good deal of information about the business

of the family to Ohio, the period of his apprenticeship

remained, as did

being ended, he also went out and assisted his father in

sisting in the labors of the mills

building and running the mill before mentioned.

by the father, until about

He

In

1805 he and his brother Leonard removed to the opposite side of the Little Miami, and built a third mill there,

which came to be known as the "Armstrong middle
mills," in distinction from the "upper mill" and the
"lower

mill."

This

is still

standing and in use, but not

by the family since 1863, when Thomas M. Armstrong,
It is just below the Newtown bridge,
its owner, sold it.

and about half a mile from the upper

mill.

It

was run

exclusively as a flouring-mill for five or six years,

when

the water-power was also utilized in running machinery
for a carding-

and

fulling-mill.

In those primitive days

in the

mills,

but never became a practical miller.

He

surviving sons, with his father, as-

all

property occurred, and the

and the farm
when the

1850,

home farm

fell

also

owned

division
to

of

Thomas,

who still resides upon it. He had been a farmer for a
number of years when, upon the death of his brother
Edwin, principal manager of the mills, he bought the interests of the heirs in that concern and conducted it successfully for about

ten years,

before that in which

his father

or until

1863, the year

died, at the

same time

continuing his farm operations, to which he has since de-

voted

his attention.

In 1876 he remodelled and greatly

enlarged the old homestead, which his father had erected
as a frame dwelling in 1820, to

which a brick addition.

^M^>m^Al'/-/
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larger than the

original

building, was

early

made, and

made by the son,
which have converted it into the spacious and handsome
mansion it now is. Mr. Armstrong is a man of indefinally the

pendent

additions and reconstruction

political views, voting for the

Democracy; but

is

most part with the

and has filled no public office except
that of school director, which he held sixteen or seventeen years, when he declined the reelection that was
again offered him.

He

never belonged to a society of

any kind except the Patrons of Husbandry, the Newtown
grange of which

is

still

maintained.

His grandparents

were members of the Methodist church, but
accepted the Universalist creed.
of the third

generation, has

all their

sons

Mr. T. M. Armstrong,

never been

united with

all his

active

life,

now

verging

towards three-score and ten, he has enjoyed excellent
health

of

mind and

body, and

domestic and agricultural

and physical

by no means a professional politician

or office-seeker,

Through

any church.

affairs

still

to

his

vigor.

Mr. Armstrong was married January
lia

attends

with the old-time mental

24, 1850, to Ju-

Henry Debolt, a farmer living
marriage he had two children

A. Debolt, daughter of

near Newtown.

By

Thomas H. and

Dora.

this

He

lost his wife

by death

in

De-

cember, 1857, and was again married in September,
1 86 1,
to Miss Sarah J. Thompson, also of Newtown, by

whom

he has two children

— Eugene

M. and Ivy. All
who died after he

the children are living except Thomas,

had grown

to

manhood.

Yo'<^'5t-c^^i*>w
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ily,

Biographical Sketches.

has never been sick, and at this late day retains the

sprightliness of his youth to a remarkable degree.

JARED CLOUD,
on

of Colerain township, was born

seventeenth of March, 1808;

St.

descent on his father's side and of French descent on

Mason Jones Cloud,

mother.

of his

that

his grand-

came from Virginia about the year 1778, and
Boone county, Kentucky. Unfortunately for

father,

settled in

the fate of Mason, he was required to return to Virginia

sum

for a

money there due him, and after only
new home, in company with two

of

on

set out

his

perilous

trip,

Mason was

Of

and eight daughters.
est,

when

years of age,

\nd was about nmeteen

the family

came

to

He

Kentucky.

was born in 1774 in Virginia; was married in 1803 to
Miss Elizabeth Tebbs, daughter of an old pioneer of

Boone county, Kentucky.

Jonathan was born March

In 1811 Baylis removed to

18, 1763,

of Ohio in Colerain, in 1803, having

after

came

left

to the wilds

his native State

spending the winter in Wheeling, did not

Jonathan was

and

these sons Baylis was the old-

was the father of Jared,

the father of Bradbury, the subject of this sketch.

in 1802, but

the father of eleven children, three sons

regiment

His son, Jonathan was

war of the Revolution.

in the

arrive until 1803.

by the hostile Indians.

New Hampshire

and was a colonel of the

staff,

others,

and, with his companions,

river

CILLEY.

Joseph Cilley was a member of General Washington's

a three

days' stay in his

was massacred on Licking

BRADBURY

Patrick's day, the

Of Welsh, and Enghsh

is

in the service with his father as a servant,

coming

to

Ohio was associate judge

for

some

years.

Of Jonathan's

Benjamin Cilley was a farmer in
who was the eldest son,
was a lieutenant in the War of 181 2, was wounded while
rallying his men; and Bradbury Cilley lived on the old
homestead near Colerain.
Bradbury was born in Nottingham, New Hampshire,
sons,

AVhitewater township; Joseph,

When

Dearborn county, Indiana, when Jared was but three

May

years of age.

parents, with their family of eight children, emigrated to

16,

Indiana was then a mere wilderness; bridle-paths led

Ohio.

The

made

here and there instead of our present highways.

Indians were sometimes troublesome, while the flocks

had

to be constantly

guarded against the ravages of the

principal product of mercantile value then to the

family was tobacco.

packed

This

to Cincinnati

sufficiently large

— then

could be raised and

article

a mere town

—and a

profit

could be realized to keep the family in

tasty

Clothing was manufactured in
and wool were spun and woven, and the more
articles of dress were manufactured from these.

The

deer furnished the family with moccasins and hunt-

the luxuries of that day.
toto; flax

ing shirts,

When

and sometimes other wearing apparel.

Jared was sixteen years of age he

and

himself,

for

commenced

for

life

twenty-two years after worked for An-

thony Harkness, an engine-builder, on Front

street,

be-

The

tween Pike and Lawrence, in Cincinnati, Ohio.
first

two or three years, while learning the business, Jared

received nothing, but afterwards a salary was paid, and

during the

finally,

made foreman

last

seven years of his

locomotives [the
engines,

first

and others

one used

They manufactured

his present

in the west],

home

in the year 1840,

to the

which time he has been engaged
wholly.
acres,

and

he was

steamboat

for sugar-mills, saw-mills, etc.

Mr. Cloud was married

moved

stay,

of the shop, which at that time was the

of the kind in the west.

largest

Bank Lick

and

in

1S43

farm, since

in agricultural pursuits

His farm consists of two hundred and sixty
lies partly in Hamilton and partly in Butler

now

counties.

His wife

was

kicked by a horse, dying in a few days there-

fatally

after.

had

He

he was four years of age his

Their tedious journey over the mountains was

wagon and a two-horse

in a four-horse

At Wheeling they sent
family

came

carriage.

horses by land, and the

their

in a boat to Cincinnati, then

a

village,

where

they wintered.

wolf and the bear.

The

1798.

is

had been

just returned

in

dead, and also one son,

the hundred day service, and

home when

his father's barnyard.

who

the accident occurred in

Mr. Cloud

is

of a long-lived fam-

In the spring of 1803, they purchased a section of
land on the Big Miama, at what was then called Dunlap's
Station,

tion was
first

about sixteen miles from Cincinnati.

founded

This

settlement in the interior, back from the Ohio

The Indians gave
General Harrison,

at

sta-

by John Dunlap, and was the

in 1790,

river.

much trouble that
Washington, now Cincinnati,

the settlers so
Fort

sent for their protection a

Lieutenant Kingsbury.

detachment of soldiers under

1791 the fort was attacked
by about four hundred Indians, but being gallantly deIn

fended the Indians desisted, and

after

Wayne's

treaty, in

1795, the garrison was dismissed.

Colerain was laid out by Dunlap,
his native place in Ireland.

him

lost their claims for

The

who named it after
who bought of

settlers

want of perfect

titles to

the land.

In 1807 Jonathan Cilley died of asthma, and left five
sons and four daughters, who were taught the rudiments
of an education by the eldest

sister.

Bradbury went to study mathematics, but soon went
ahead of his teacher. The most of his education was
acquired in later years by acute observation and rough
contact with the world.

He

early developed a taste for

and when twenty-one years of age built a flatloaded it with farm produce and floated it down the

trading,
boat,

Miami, Ohio, and Mississippi

rivers

to

New

Orleans,

and came back on horseback, a disThese trips he contintance of eleven hundred miles.
sometimes twice a year
for fifteen
ued every year
where he sold

all

—

years.

If not suited with the

would go on

to

—

New

Orleans market he

Cuba, where he would be almost certain
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to find a ready

and

also a profitable sale for his goods.

time he was captain of a company, and afterwards major of a militia regiment, but was never called

About

this

a bachelor of thirty-six years he married a neigh-

bor's daughter,

who was

twelve years his junior.

never held or coveted public

ment of
prising,

He had

a farmer's

and almost unflinching, and quite unchangea-

ble in his opinion.

Bradbury's wife was the daughter of Elias and Elizabeth Gasten Hedges, of Morristown,

into active service.

When

yielding,

life.

He

office,

He

preferring the retire-

was industrious and enter-

and gathered around him considerable property.
a strict sense of right and justice, was stern, un-

New

Jersey.

Of

James Poole (Groesbeck) is the eldest; Mrs. Mary Bedmyer and Mrs. Elizabeth Bedinger,
of Boone county, Kentucky Mrs. Harriet Turner, Sarah J. Morehead, and Agnes Cilley, of Venice, are living.
The Bedinger families living in Boone county occutheir children Mrs.

;

pied the land once

owned by Daniel Boone.

THOMAS ENOCH
This gentleman was born November

were all

his brothers

and

2,

1831, in

Crosby township, as

He is the youngest child of William and

sisters.

Nancy (Jones) Sater. He
known pioneer family, December 19, 1855. She was the daughter of
James W. and Mary Pottniger, of New Baltimore and then of Harrison
Her day of birth was October
township. Dearborn county, Indiana.
married IVlary Ellen Pottinger, of the well-

10, 1837,

May

of death

By

sumption.

1B5B, after a lingering illness with con-

25,

marriage was born one son

this

—James Pottinger, born

1878, to Miss Libbie
They have two children Arthur C,
and a daughter, not yet named, born January
He resides at the old home of his mother in Dearborn
28, 1881.
A second time Mr. Sater was married, September
county, Indiana.
By her he has children as follows:
26, i860, to Miss Mary Gwaltney.
Olive May, born October 26, 1861; Eliza Ann, born February 4, 1865;
Joseph T., born June 5, 1870. All these are with their parents at
home. Mr. Sater was educated simply in the district schools of his
childhood and youth, but has supplemented early deficiencies by much
His father died when he was
reading and observation of the world.
but sixteen years old; he continued at home, assisting in the management of the farm until the property was divided in 1850, when the
homestead, with seventy-five acres attached, fell to him, to which he
has since made substantial additions, owning now one hundred and

November

14,

married

1856;

February

14,

—

Crocker, of Middleton, Iowa.

born December

one-half acres.

but

assessor,
first

29, 1878,

He

has remained a quiet farmer at the old

has often been

and the

called

like,

to

fill

public offices,

home

since,

as township clerk,

and was member of the house during the Sixty-

general assembly of Ohio, in 1874-5, being elected on the

cratic ticket, to

which he has given a

lifelong allegiance.

Demo-

Here he was

assigned to service on the important committees of agriculture and
retrenchment. In

a man of

integrity

all

public

and

private stations he has borne himself as

and energy, and bears a high reputation among

acquaintances and friends.

THOMAS

MRS.

SATER.

his

In connection with his brother, presently

be noticed, he has been influential in the counsels of the Democratic
party and in keeping his township generally true to that faith.
He has

to

been a Free and Accepted Mason since May, 1852, and has advanced
In this order he has filled about all
to the degree of Knight Templar.

SATER.

E.

and is now a member of Council, Chapand Commandery, of Cincinnati. Mary (Gwaltney) Sater is a
late Dr. Samuel and Sarah Gwaltney, of Crosby, formerly of Anderson township, where the father is believed to have been
born November 2, 1799. In this township he was married to Sarah
Wheatley, January 6, 1820. She was born April i, 1794, and died
October 16, 1871. He died May 25, 1872, also at New Haven. Their
daughter Mary was born November 4, 1828, in Colerain township.
Other children of the family were: James, bom April 2, 1821, married
Sarah Sater February 7, 1843, and resides in Morgan township, Butler
county: Martha Ann, born December 7, 1822, died January 4, 1861:
Josiah, born August 26, 1834, married Mary Ann Atherton Septembfer
12, 1859, and after her death, Mrs. Catharine Mason in 1875 or 1876,
and resides on a farm adjoining that of his brother-in-law, Mr. Sater;
Robert J., born August 3, 1826, married Elizabeth Smith September 3,
1854, and is a physician living in Fayette county, Indiana; Washington, born October 21, 1830, died July 19, 1831; Elizabeth, born May
14, 1832, resides with her brother-in-law, Thomas E. Sater; Rhoda,
born May 14, 1832, married Oliver W. Clark October 1859, and lives

the offices of the Blue Lodge,
ter,

daughter of the

near Rockport, Spencer county, Indiana.
Dr. Gwaltney was in his day, and for
sician in

many

Anderson and Colerain townships,

years, a prominent phy-

in

Crosby township from

1825 to 1844, and Fayette county, Indiana, from 1844 to the
1849,

when he moved back

ship,

where he spent the remainder of

to the village of

New

of

his days, being at the time of his

death by far the oldest physician in this region.
July, 1863, during the passage of

fall

Haven, Crosby townIt

John Morgan's

was

at his house, in

rebel force through

New Haven, that Morgan and Colonel Basil Duke held a council in
regard to their future movements through Hamilton county and the
State.

Mary Gwaltney remained
district

and

village schools.

and Crosby
She was educated in the

with her parents in Colerain

townships until her marriage with Mr. Sater.

Since her marriage herhistory has been

almost altogether that of her husband.' She was reared
faith, to

which her parents were attached.

in the Baptist

iftfti

S.a-'^,^^:^

-daay-^^T^'^^-yrf;)^';^^

RESIDENCE AND MILLS OF

GEO,

ABNITZ,

NEW

BALTIMORE, OHIO,

—

:
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The two

other room were severely shocked, so that they
days of severe pains in their limbs.

girls in the

complained

for

Cummins called Adam, the second son, to help him carry
new wagon under the shed. Adam took the end of the tongue, it
IMr.

ing a

stiff

tongue, and the father took the

Adam

a.xle.

Cummins had reached

der the shed, and Mr.

had passed un-

a position directly under

hung above him, when a stream of lightning,
which, no doubt, had become detached from the main shaft, was attracted by the scythe, and by it conducted to its point, dropped on the
the point of the scythe that

top of the captain's head.

much

hat-crown,

It

made

a small hole in the middle of the

a small bullet-hole; the body and rim of the hat,

like

which was of strong felt, were literally torn to pieces. The neighbors
picked up and counted si.vty-three pieces. The crown of the hat re-

mained

except the hole through the centre.

entire,

were badly torn and
casinet,

set

had the backs

on

The

fira.

His underclothes

new and strong

pants, of nearly

of the legs torn literally into shreds.

head and neck, burning the hair into a crisp, and matting it
to the scalp so firmly that I presume I was an hour in detaching it from
the scalp.
On the back of the neck the stream divided, one part passing on down the spine to the hips, burning a wide strip all the way as
broad as your hand and setting the clothes on fire. There were two
his

or three places burned so deeply that subsequent sloughing took place.

At the hips the main stream, as I call it, divided, the two streams pasdown the back of each leg, and off at the heels, as above stated.
The stream that parted from the main stream on the neck wound
around the side of the neck to the sternum or breast-bone, passing
down the sternum to the pit of the stomach; then it divided and wound
around each side to the hips, and tliere united with the stream already
sing

and thus united, passed

described;

Cummins was

Captain

off at his heels.

by the tremendous shock and the burns received.

It

is

almost beyond belief that one could have such an elecdischarge pass through, or rather over him, and not

tric

be instantly struck out of

once and

at

He

tells

the rest of the

words

recovered slowly, but suffered a great deal from his burns and the

shock his nervous system had received.
plaster to cover his burns as

He

fast table.

and

well,

in

He

town.

finally

would cover the

It

him and dressed his
would take as much

leaf of a

common

break-

recovered his health, and became hearty and

1839 moved with his family to Iowa, and settled at Middlesubsequently died of cholera; so that what lightning failed

to accomplish the cholera did.

case to

I visited

or three weeks.

this,

and

I

have nevei» read or heard of a paral-

do not believe there can be a case to equal

I

it

NOTES OF SETTLEMENT.
Ezra Sherman,

tionary

He

He

war,

sr.,

was born

in

and afterwards

to Indiana.

In 1826

At various times he

has learned the boot and shoemaker's, the stonemason's

and the blacksinith's trades. He is a natural mechanic,
and can do at once almost anything in the manufacturing

He

line.

understands farming equally

given especial attention to bee culture.
rules of the society,

He

he takes no part

and has

well,

Owing

the

to

in political affairs.

has voted for President of the United States only

once, and that was for

John Quincy Adams.

Joab Whipple was born

in Butler county, Ohio, March
About the year 1839, he removed to this
county.
His wife's maiden name was Jane J. Lutis,
daughter of Isaac Lutis.
They were married January
Nine children were duly born to them
12, 1837.

181

20,

7.

Elizabeth L., Albina,

Eunice

J.,

Zachary T., David

Charles

F.,

only

J.,

now

are

five

Zachary, and

living

— Elizabeth,

Elizabeth

Joab.

Phoebe

L.,

and Joab

C.

Isaac

L.,

Of these,

Eunice,

Isaac,

Henry Cone,

married

resides in Butler county; Isaac married Miss Inia

and is a resident of Frankhn county, Kansas;
Zachary married Miss Letitia A. Davis, and also is in
Butler county, Ohio; Joab married Miss Elizabeth WabL. Davis,

lives

and lives in Crosby township. The last-named
on the old home, his sister Eunice living with him.

He

was married March

nitz,

member

of

most

its

July

4,

17,

1880.

Mrs.

of the church of United Brethern,

Whipple

and

in

the

and

also took part in

Wayne's campaign.

of the Methodist church, and for a

years was a minister in that denomination.

Joab Whipple, jr., is now
Hamilton county. His father died

He

1859, aged forty-six years.

spected by

all

who knew

was a

man

Charles Cone, one of the pioneers, was born in Connecticut in the year

1772,

whence he emigrated with
and was a resident of

his family in the spring of 1800,

was married to Miss Jane Harvey, who became the
Rufus, Philena, Ann, Charles,

mother of twelve children
Asa, James, James
liam,

Martha.

£ind

S.,

:

Thomas

All

H., Grace, Rachel, Wil-

of these but one, William, are

alive.
He was born in this county January 2, 1810,
and has been a resident of the county all his life, with

now

He

the exception of about two years.

Northwestern Territory, and remembers seeing the first
He married
steamboat that sailed down the Ohio river.

children followed: William H., Charles, and George

Mary

ter of

Pierce, a native of Connecticut.

Ohio he removed

after a

his

home

stay of six years,

wife in 1822.

to

After a few years

Kentucky, and thence,

to Indiana,

where he

dren

till

lost his

After her death, the father and three of

his children joined the society of Shakers, in

remained

re-

him.

this State with the Ohio company he settled
Washington county, near Waterford. He was one of
the first settlers who ventured into what was then the

in

in

is

one

is

liberal supporters.

a leading farmer in

He

Cqnn.e-Cticut

served for a short time in the Revolu-

member

was a

number of
Coming to

seven years old he went with his parents

to live,

the county up to the time of his death, April 26, 1853.

found on record.

yeari76^;__

Kentucky

he joined the society of Shakers.

a

wounds every morning for two

lel

did lose his hearing,

Mr. Comstock

forever.

story in these

He

life.

When

in 1805.

to

and

of course very severely injured

Mary

and living in Indiana.
Ezra Sherman, jr., one of the first trustees of the society of Shakers, was born in Washington county, Ohio,
E., also single,

His shoes,

new and of strong cowhide, had the outside quarters literally
torn out.
The stream, after penetrating the hat-crown, struck Mr.
Cummins just in the crown or curl of hair on the top of his head. It
spread out into a stream some three inches wide, passing down the
nearly

back bf

Alabama; Ezra,

of

married, and lives in this township; and

the
be-

Ann McGuire,

same; Abel, married

who never

28s

death.

The

which they

family consisted of five chil-

—Anna, who married David E. Whitney, of

ton county; Manley,

who married Frances

Hamil-

Sterritt,

of the

married;

first

February

6,

1834, to Miss

has been twice

Mary Atherton,

daughter of Henry Atherton, of Massachusetts.

February

9,

Three

M.

Mary Brown, daughcounty.
To them were

1841, he married Miss

Joseph Brown, of Butler

born two children Rachel J., and Joseph. All the chilMr. and Mrs.
dren have been married and are living.
:

Cone

are

both members of the Presbyterian church, of
liberal supporters.

which they are

Cone came
first
ily.

to

When

Ohio the country was

all

the elder Mr.

in woods.

The

thing he did was to build a cabin to shelter his fam-

At a

later

day he

built

an inn on the bank of the
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Great Miami

and kept a

river,

The Indians

across.

ferry-boat for taking people

time were exceedingly trou-

at that

now

same
yard where the house stood in which he was born, and
has reached the ripe age of seventy. His memory is still
good, and ^he looks as though he might live many more
blesome.

William,' the son,

is

in the

living

.William

Clure,

sr.,

vember

6,

Mcwas born in Franklin county, Indiana, No1830. In 1 86 1 he moved to Hamilton county,
W. McClure,

where he has remained

fourth child of William

jr.,

February

to the present day.

18,

Martha A. Simonson,
daughter of Barney Simonson, and to them were born six
children, two of whom, William and Martha, are dead,
and Elizabeth, Barney, Mary, and James, remain at
home. Mr. McClure is considered a model farmer and
i860, he was married to Miss

one of the most

member

He

influential citizens of the county.

Christian, too; has long been a reUable

a consistent

At the

of the Christian church of his vicinity.

present date he

serving his second

is

director in the township for district No.

Andrew Nugent,

sr.,

year as school

one of the pioneers, was born

From

:

John, Andrew

William

J.,

S.,

and

Of

Julia.

these, all

The mother died
November 14, 1872.

are living, with the exception of John.

August

2, 1865; the father followed
William was born in Whitewater township, Hamilton

county, February 23, 1830;

came

Crosby township

to

i860, and has been a resident there ever since.

married twice;

Thomas

to

first

mother

Lacy, on the

also died

in

He was

Miss Elizabeth F. Lacy, daughter
of March,

first

children were born to them; three are

November

12, 1875.

now

Ten

1855.

dead, and the

His second mar-

riage was to Mrs. Lydia Breese, daughter of Curtis Dean,

and the widow of John Breese, on the eighth of March,
Mrs. Nugent is a member of the Methodist Epis1878.
* copal church, and has always been active in its work and
reliable in its support.

with no organization.
in

his

life,

spectable citizen.

Her husband connects

He

is,

himself

however, a good moral

and has always been a worthy and reAndrew J. Nugent, the fifth child, and

brother of the preceding, was born in Whitewater township on the

fifth

day of July, 1826.

About the year

1854 he moved to Crosby township, and has been a resident here from that date to the present. He was married
first

to

Miss Mary Baughman July

children were born

to

23,

1853.

Eight

Mrs. Nugent died on the

them.

He was married, the second
second of October, 1873.
time, to Miss Mary A. Bacon, of Miami township, August
One child has been added
2, 1879.
Nugent joined the "hundred days'"
late

He

war of the Rebellion.

farmer and a respected

is

Mr.

to his family.

service during the

now an

enterprising

are living

Kent,

England, August 22, 181 7.

In 1828 he came to America.
parents in Crosby township,

Of

children.

six

Rebecca

of April,

fifth

— Harriet, Sophia and Sarah.

and remains

Miss

to

first

on the

1839.

these three

All are married

Harriet to Franklin Washburn, and

is

:

residing in the

Sophia married Alexander Campbell,

in this county.

Sarah married William H.

Guy, July 25, 1850, and lives in Madison county, Ohio.
Mr. Oyler married for his second wife. Miss Eliza Vandaughter of Isaac Vantress, of Indiana.

tress,

nine children; Rebecca, James'A., Alice
Electa

Elizabeth,

Of

B.

She had

C, Ada

M.,

McClellan, William T., and Lida

J.,

these seven are hving,

The seven

having died.

are

Rebecca and Elizabeth
home, excepting Alice,

all at

who married Charles L. Purlee on the sixth
1880, and James, who has made his home

of October,
in

Kansas.

Mr. Oyler has served as trustee in Crosby township

for

a

period of fourteen years, and in every way ranks in his

neighborhood as a leading

and a genuinely good

citizen,

Samuel Pottinger came with his family to Hamilton
in 1815, and continued a resident of that county

county

up

to the

His home was with

and he has remained

his

in the

time

eighteen children.

He

of his death.

was the father of

John, the father of our subject, was
1797.

He was

married to Sarah Cornick about the year 1821.

Eleven

born near Bardstown, Kentucky, April
children were afterward born to

Mary

H., Eliza A., James,

Sarah

J.,

J.,

them

2,

:

Susanna, David

John, Samuel, Thomas,

Nancy, and Elizabeth E.

Of

these, seven are

and four dead.

David H,, the second child, was
born in this county February 11, 1825, and has remained
a resident all his life.
He was married to Miss Elizabeth
living

Atherton, daughter of

Amos

Atherton, October 10, 1847.

Five children followed this union: John W.,

David

Mary

A.,

—

and Sarah E. all living except
William.
Two are at home, and two are married. John
married Maria A. Simonson, and they are living in
F.,

William,

Mary married George Kemp, and
Mr. and Mrs. Pottinger are members of the United Brethren church, and
are classed among the most prosperous and worthy citiCrosby township.

they reside in Butler county, Ohio.

zens of their township and county.

Hugh Montgomery,
gomery, was born

Brisbin, daughter of

Of

this

Henry MontMorgan township, in
Hemarried Miss Phoebe

the fourth child of

in Butler county,

the year 1821, February 28th.

Robert Brisbin, January

union were born twelve children

:

18, 1849.

Ellen, Aaron,

Thomas, Sarah, Henry, William and
and Mary, Andrew and George, dead.
Seven of the children are still at home. James married
Martha Sefton, and is a resident of Crosby township.
Ellen married Benjamin Hawk, and they reside in the
same township. Mr. Montgomery has long been one of
the leading citizens of this county, and served as trustee
Mary, James,

Nancy,

for

citizen.

William G. Oyler, second son of George and Sarah
Oyler, was born in

was married

Their family consisted of

in

this

He
place he emigrated to Ohio about the year 1812.
was married to Miss Mary Hill March 4, 1814. Seven
children were given them Christiana, Catharine, James,

man

He

Phillips, of Butler county,

man.

2.

Lancaster, Pennsylvania, October 14, 1786.

of

location, with the exception of four years' residence

Indiana.

in

State of Indiana.

years.

is

same

living;

Crosby township during the term of four

years, end-

ing about 1876.

Horace Willey, another of the pioneers, was born in
Hampshire county, Massachusetts, February 13, 1792.
His father's name was Israel Willey. He came to Ohio

Daniel VVabnitz was born in Baden, Germany,

He came

America

to

in

township, upon the farm

in 1796.

1844, and settled in Colerain

now owned by Theodore

Ferry-

baugh.

He

followed the business of farming from pref-

erence.

He

was a member of the German Lutheran

church and

in politics

a Democrat.

His wife was Han-

nah Roof, of Wurtemburg, Germany.

He

died in Cole-

After

place.

in

connection with farming.

property, which

in

repairs,

Miami

now

Hite,

and who

married to

— Daniel, whose wife was Mary

Hamilton county; Charles,
Elizabeth Wike, and living now in Iowa;
still

lives

in

a

He

is now second to none on the
owns a steam saw-mill immediately

mill

also

Beginning business with very

handsome

property.

of Crosby township.

In 1879 he became infirmary

rector of the county, which office he

he married Frederika Wike.

Their children are Caro-

Andy Lower; Lena, married

Emily, Katie, Rachel,

Emma, and one

fancy without a name.

Mr. Wabnitz

Wabnitz was born

He came to

in

now

in

Baden, Germany.

Baden, Germany,

America with

his father

and

George

in the year 1829.

settled in the

same

Jacobie;

Elizabeth, married to

United Brethren church.
staunch Republicam

di-

In 1851

holds.

still

same; Sarah, the wife of David Shearing, of Hamilton

wife of

he has

little,

At one time he was trustee

line,

county; and Elizabeth,

Baltimore,

In 1866 he bought the mill

who married Frederika Wike, now living in this
county; Louise, married to Rosini Wike and living in the
George,

miller's trade,

New

at

he now owns, from George Andrews

and the

river.

adjoining.

consisted of six children

is

Since purchasing he has expended nine thousand dollars

They

Their family

now engaged

which business he

rain township in 1863, his wife died the previous year;

are buried in the cemetery at Bevis.

coming here he learned the

in

to

Coonrod

Joel Whipple;

is

tliat

a

Concerning

George

died in

member
politics

in-

of the

he

is

a

—

—
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and

in 1800,

Colerain township until March,

lived in

professing Christian.

John Tate, of Pennsylvania. She was born in Lycoming
county, Pennsylvania, June 16, 1792. She came to Ohio
in June, 1818, and on the seventh of March, 1822, married Horace Willey. They lived together until her death,
January 7, 1879. There were seven children Sarah J.,
John, Lewis, Lavinia, Marshall, Rachel, and Andrew J.
Rachel and Marshall are dead. Since Mrs. Willey's
death, her husband made his home with his son, John
Willey, and subsequently with his son-in-law, Jeremiah
Butterworth, where he died March 3, 1880.
John Wilsecond son of the preceding, was born

county,

March

same

his

all

30, 1824,

He

life.

Buell, daughter of

October

Their children are Lottie A., Aurelia

The

named has

last

home.

Mrs. Willey

a

is

member

still

number

He

is

He

'73.

has also

filled

ger,

New

of

Jersey, emigrated to

Ohio and

His

death, August 16, 1854.

live at the

wife.

now

Mr. Whipple died

—Roxy,

among

church, but

Whig

Jeremiah B.utteffeld, one of the early pioneers, was
in Massachusetts March 4, 1776, just four months

before the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

When

he was twelve years old his father

York, and

thFwest?

in

i797"he

He

leTt his

home

was married to Miss Polly

the year 1800,

came

to

which occurred June

to

New

Camp bell

in

Cincinnati the same year, and

was a resident of the county
eight children.

moved

to seek his fortune in

to the time

29, 1859.

He

of his death,

was the father of

Jeremiah, the fourth child, was born in

Marsh, and
William,
-

is

a

member

of the Pres-

His

which
sym-

religious

the Methodist church, of which he

He

Anna Latham,

married

now

is

living in this

who married

Winter, and

married

county;

a native of

is

and

who

Indiana;

Andrews and then Matilda

Eliza

Comstock and afterward

Eunice

living in Indiana.

common

in

a resident of Hamilton county; David

to

first

Lucy,

home

Phoebe Ellsworth; and Laurentine, who

New York

The
in

is

to

also married

fourth child, William

H.,

1806, where he received a

In 1823 he came to Ohio

school education.

New Haven.

The same year he
began the study of medicine with Dr. Comstock.
He
continued his studies four years, and then began the pracand

settled at

first

medicine

tice of

stayed in

in

in

company

New Haven

He

with Dr. Comstock.

two years, when he went to Miami

same profesGreen township,

township, and remained nine years in the
sion.

Then he moved

Cheviot,

to

where he passed another nine
practice to Dr. Cruikshank,

New Haven,

to

Mrs. Butterfield

was a

started, after

married Abner Phelps, and has her

he sold

this county.

he

to politics

—

Hamilton county March

ace married Miss Wilhelmina Stephens, and remains in

settled in

In business he

and two daughters Sarah, who married Robert Brown,
and is now a resident of New York State; Latham S.,
who married Nancy Comstock and afterward Hannah

ever since.

6, 1811, and has remained there
March 14, 1844, he was married to Miss Sarah
Wijl£.y^ They have had nine children: Anna M., Lavinia, Emma, Josephine, Horace W., Lydia, John, Ella,
and Jennie. Josephine, Horace, Lydia, John, and Jennie are still living, and three are still at home. Josephine
married Henry Brown, and lives in Butler county; Hor-

older

Six children constitute their farnily, four sons

was born in

born

as

life;

He

into Ohio.

Republican party

was a member.

Vermont.

and Mary
Hamilton county,

is

New York
his

all

until the

pathies were with

Israel,

the farmers of Hamilton county he

living.

His wife died seven years

time he was an active RepubHcan.

time of his

a most exemplary and respected citizen.

not

The

in their vicinity.

Crosby township abour the year 1838.

Hamil-

Mr. Willey has never joined a

church.

is

Josiah Bartlett was a native of the State of Connecticut,

14, 1834,

Presbyterian

— Sarah, Aus-

Austin only

in 1830.

but emigrated from

Miss Caroline Buell,

Israel

living.

There

May, 1823.

in

after that date.

last

was born in
and has been a resident here all his
life.
He married Miss Amelia Hedges, daughter of
Stephen O. Hedges, April 6, 1859. They have five children: Anna, Stephen, Amos, Dora, and David, all living
and at home. Mrs. Willey is an excellent member of the
are

January

.

these, but three

county

John, and Joab.

United Brethren church

was the daughter of Israel Buell. The children were
Amanda, Roxy, William, Anne B., Samuel, Israel, and

Of

latter

Mr. and Mrs. Whipple are both active members of the

and a native

settled in

in this

children belonging to this family

was a farmer

ton county, where he continued to

Mary.

five

Ella,

tin,

the place of treasurer of the

Willey, a pioneer of the county,

Butler

in

the nineteenth of October, 1848, he

who was born

were

nine years.

Judah

was born

married Miss Susan Pottinger, daughter of John Pottin-

citizen.

the

child,

1821; moved to Hamilton county

22,

On

in California.

in this

living at

lives, for

this

and

county ever since, with the exception of two years spent

of the Presbyterian

school board, in the district where he

Daniel, the ninth

But four of

Elizabeth, Daniel,

about the year 1845, and has been a resident of the

served as trustee for Crosby township between 1870

and

—Seneca,

living

still

December

county,

16, 1880.

an industrious and respected

are

Samuel.

church; her husband has no connection with any church
organization, but

and Samuel.

Daniel, Ennis,

Jerry,

and Emily.

E.,

died; the others are

children

Seneca, James, Sarah, Joab, Rebecca, Ruth, Elizabeth,

was married to Miss Roxy A.
Buell,

They had eleven

ton county, about 1807.

and has been a resident of the

Chnton D.

Whipple was born in Vermont in the year 1781.
was married to Miss Elizabeth Comstock, of Hamil-

Elijah

He

—

ley, the

husband has never become a

byterian church, but her

was married to Miss Anne Tate, daughter of

He

1879.

full

where he

still

his practice to Dr.

years,

when he

sold his

and from there he returned
resides.

Shields.

In August, 1880,

While engaged

in

duty he had the largest practice of any regular phy-

sician in the southwest part of

Hamilton county.

he began business he had very

little

capital,

When

but he has

now accumulated a fine fortune. He was an old line
Whig until the birth of the Republican party, since
which time he has belonged to that organization.
She died in 1835,
first wife was a native of Ohio.

His
^^^.v-
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His second wife was from the

ing him three children.

Horace B. and
Euphemia, are both residents of Hamilton county;
Amanda married Nathaniel G. French and lives in Butler

New

of

State

His children,

York.

county.

John Blackburn, a native of Ireland, emigrated from
Pennsylvania to Ohio in 1796, and settled at North Bend.

He
in

worked

farming

at

his

all

His death occurred

life.

His children are

Butler county in the year 1814.

Catharine, a resident of this county;

residents
sylvania;
son, are

who was

John,

Kentucky by the Indians; Agnes and Robert,
of Hamilton county; Margaret, now in Pennand McConnel, Bryson, Hamilton, and Patter-

killed in

still

in 1780, and,

burn was born in Pennsylvania

Ohio with

Patterson Black-

belonging to this county.

his

coming

learned the trade of a carpenter, and followed

to

He

North Bend.

settled at

father, first

during

it

In 18 15 he went to Davis county, Indiana,
where he stayed fourteen years; then he returned to
his

life.

Ohio and

settled

on the farm now owned by R.

He

Blackburn, in Crosby township.

H.

held the office of

died in

now

James married Miss

1864.

Iowa;

in

resides

members of
Emanuel

the Congregational church in their vicinity.

Hamilton county in
life.
He was
married to Miss Hannah Mow, and to them were born
Charlotte, Amelia, Permelia, Hannah,
eight children
Hannah and
Isaac, Daniel, Emanuel, and Hartman.
Butterfield was born in

1795, where he lived during his entire

—

Permelia only are
but

Butterfield,

Permelia

The former married Nathaniel

living.

husband October

her

lost

her sister Hannah.

lives with

The last named alone has died. Two are marCummins married Phoebe Demming, and is now

bastian.
ried.

Jonathan married Miss Sarah
Marshal is a prac-

Butler county.

living in

Brown, and

is

also living in Butler.

age of

He

fifty-two.

liberally for

the support of the

He

gospel.

died in

He
in 1843 at the age of sixty-two.
was the father of four children Robert H., who married
Catharine Chrisman; Hannah, who became the wife of
Oliver March, of Indiana; Mary, who married Joseph
Crosby township

—

and one

Kendall, of Indiana;

that

died

infancy.

in

Robert H., son of Patterson and Mary Blackburn, was
He gained
born in the year 1813 in Hamilton county.
a good

common

school education, and learned the car-

penter trade with his father.
giving
in

up

which business he

held the

At the age of eighteen,

his trade, he turned his attention to farming,-

office

is

Two

now engaged.

years he has

of assessor of Crosby township.

a liberal supporter as well as

member

He

is

of the Methodist

Episcopal church, and gave liberally toward the erection
of the literary institution at College Hill.

was married

to Catharine

In 1838 he

Chrisman, who bore him

six

— Sarah

and Rebecca J., both residing still in
Hamiton county; Mary S., who married William W.
Powell, of Missouri; Hannah A. and Catharine S., both
of this county at the present date; and Elizabeth, who

children

became

the wife of Charles Butts, also of this county.

Daniel Wilkins was born in Pennsylvania, December
23,

1773-

He

left

his

home and came

to

Hamilton

county about the year 1792, and was a resident of this
county at the time of his death, which occurred October
17, 1841.

He

23, 1809.

The

was married to the

Michael and Sarah.
born
to

in

Widow

children are Daniel,

Three are yet

Hamilton September

jr.,

living.

30, 1810.

Vantrees

May

John, Susannah,

Daniel was

He was

married

Miss Eliza Shields, daughter of James Shields, of But-

March 6, 1834. Nine children have been
born James S., Clarinda, Sarah, Elizabeth, Maria, Ann,
all living but Maria, who
Parthena, John, and George

ler

county,

—

—

The remain-

ticing physician in Venice, Butler county.

lives

at the

— Cum-

mins, Jonathan, Quincy, Marshal, Celeste, Florence, Se-

he was a Democrat.

Maryland, who died in 1843

1857.

11,

Mr. and Mrs.

Nathaniel Butterfield have had seven children

ing three children are at home.

always took great interest in educational matters. Not a
professed member of any church, still he always gave

and
James M.

Miller,

Tweedy, and is now living in Georgia; Clarinda married
John Langridge, and they are in Alabama. The others
Mr. and Mrs. Wilkins are
are at their father's home.

clerk in the township for a

number of years. In politics
He married Mary Ball, a native of

Emma

married

Elizabeth

Mrs.

Butterfield

still

on the old farm, and manages the business with the

She and her daughter Celeste are

assistance of her son.

members of

the Presbyterian church.

David Smith was born in Northampton county, PennHe was of German exSeptember 23, 1808.
He
traction, and belonged to a family of nine children.

sylvania,

came

to this State with

mountains

in

crossing the

his father in

1822,

They

on a farm

wagons.

settled

in Butler

In 1832 the family moved to

county, near Mill creek.

Crosby township, where Mr. Smith lived to the time of
His
his death, which occurred September 11, 1879.
wife

them

was Miss Susanna Wilkins, and they had born to
eight children, who were all present at the time of

He

the death of their father.

ably

known throughout

and kind.
this

S.

was a

the county

man

well

and

—honest,

favor-

generous

Newton, the youngest

county January

9,

1853,

child, was born in
and was married to Miss

Frances Bevis, daughter of Jesse Bevis, October

9,

1873.

—

Three children have been given them Olive, Leonard
W., and one infant child.
John J. Sater, sr., was born in Crosby township, June
13, 181 2,
life,

and has been a resident of the county
In

county.

Nancy

January,

They had

Mary, Jonathan

E., Milton,

named.

1832,

his

he was married to Miss

Larison, daughter of

township.
v.,

all

excepting about four years, when he lived in Butler

J.

Larison, of

thirteen children,

J. L.,

Martin V.

Jasper N., John E.,

Ira,

B., Jared,

the year previous.
Baptist church.

Hannah

Anson, and one not

Eight of the thirteen are yet

died on the fourth of April, 1864.

Colerain

Amos, William

living.

Mr. Sater

His wife had died

They were both members of
Martin, the

fifth

was born

child,

the
in

He was married
Crosby township, November 16, 1843.
to Mary E. McHenry, daughter of Joseph H. McHenry,
on November
rie,

i,

1865.

Their children are Mattie, Lovv-

Pearley M., Nellie, Daisy D., Milton, Clinton, and

one that died unnamed.

Four are

living.

belongs to the United Brethren church.

Mrs. Sater

Mr. Sater has

:

:
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He

served as justice of the peace for six years.

been a trustee

and

is

member

a

township

of the executive board of the Agricul-

tions.

In the

late

was a member of company C, Sixty-ninth Ohio
and was honorably discharged.

war he

infantry,

&

Company's tract, on the
west side of the river, a large piece was bought by Joab
Comstock the same year.
In 1803 he laid out a town
site in

what appeared

to

be an ehgible place near the

Great Miami, below the famous bend, about two miles
south of the county

name of Crosby,

and gave the new town the

line,

time settlement was attracted thither, and

A number

decidedly hopeful.

houses were built

were

of

its

fortune was

cabins

and other

a blacksmith shop

;

other shops were opened;

operations;

For a

reason before given.

for the

and store began
and many lots

The ground selected proved too low, howpermanent occupation; and the great freshet of

sold.

ever, for

site and invaded the
upon it. After this untoward event the place
ran down, and was ultimately vacated altogether, not a
single house remaining to mark the spot.
In later times
the property has been owned by the heirs of Judah

1805 thoroughly inundated the town

buildings

Noah

Willey, son of

Willey, of the Butterfield

Land com-

Joab Comstock became the chief founder of villages
He was one of the original proCrosby township.

NEW HAVEN.*
This village dates from

1815.

It

was

twenty acres of a hundred acre tract in

laid

off

upon

southwest

the

corner of section eleven, bought from Robert Benefield

by the proprietors of the new town

Comstock,

— our

old friend Joab

and Major Charles Cone, another old

sr.,

township.

settler in the

Joseph

Safer, another pioneer

some of the most prominent

father of

citizens of

the township and county, served as surveyor, Major
carrying the flag-pole

Cone

and Mr. Comstock himself notchThe site was probably de-

ing the trees for landmarks.

termined, in large part, by

natural advantages,

its

it

be-

ing at the junction of Howard's creek and the Dry Fork
of Whitewater, with a picturesque distribution of high

lands in every direction in the near view.

name from

office

there was another

another

Main

it

at

this point,

New Haven

became necessary

name

—

its

it

in

it

was found that

the State, and

to designate this office

ac-

by

that of Preston being selected.

street intersected the

Parallel with

was a

ran the road from

time.

took

Comstock in the "land of
When, however, it became desirable to

establish a post

cordingly

It

the birthplace of

steady habits."

other

progress of the place was slow.

The

street

New

town

site

from east to west.

on the south, through which

Baltimore to Harrison; and an-

on the north, which was not opened for a long
There was also a West street, on which ran the

road to the Shakers' town.

A

small piece of ground to

*This account has been mainly abridged from tlie entertaining papers
contributed to the Harrison -News in the fall of 1879, by iVTr. M. L.
Bevis, of

New

Haven.

Mr. Bevis says

frame building was erected

first

years after the town was founded.

in 1826,

eleven

standing on

It is still

Main

street, second dwelling west of A. T. Hawk's
and was recently occupied by the Rev. Mr. RodeThe first log cabin was put up long before, on
baugh.

shop,

the north side of

would defy the

It

what

Main

New Haven

skilled

Samuel L. Clemens [Mark Twain]

The

down

to tell

Seven or eight log

resembled at that early day.

cabins were strewn up and

numbers.

near the centre of the

street,

Mr. Bevis humorously remarks

village plat.

without sidewalks and
and jimson-weed grew luxuriantly

IVIain street,

fragrant dog-fennel

Main street and Shaker avenue were soon
paw-paw bushes and Spanish needles a few rods from

beside the cabin doorstep;
lost

among

the

Dr. George Little's tavern.

The

first

The

Little.

this

— Mr.

New Haven

tavern in
first

was opened by Dr.

storekeeper had his place alongside of

William Wakefield, whose

Wakefield, occupies a store

upon

Amos

grandson,

nearly the

same

site.

David Goshom and Wesley Thompson were the first
William McGuire, of whom Thompson
blacksmiths.
school-teachers in

first

Mr. William Ellsworth, a widower with two

the place.

daughters, was another professional school-teacher resid-

Thomas Makin,

ing in town.

prietors of

and

The

During the ten years following 1815, the proposed village was only
made larger about once every six months or one year by the addition

was a son-in-law, was one of the

pany.

in

was reserved

it,

burying-ground; but there were no other reserva-

of a cabin, ox-shed, or log barn.

CROSBY VILLAGE.

Next below Butterfield

and outside of

the north of the plat,
for a

Hamilton county.

tural Society of

has also

for the past five years,

for the

maiden

sisters,

George

Little

was the

first

Noah Comstock,

south of the village;

Dr.

store.

Others among

physician.

James Comstock, who

the earliest were Dr.

mund

a bachelor, and his two

opened a dry goods

early

his

lived

just

brother;

Ed-

wagon-maker; John Shrozer, cabinet-maker and undertaker; Leonard Hathaway, and
Lathan S. Bartlett, shoemakers; and Lot Day, tanner,
C. Archibald,

whose factory was
near Howard's

Among

tannery.

Thomas

in the southeast corner of the

place,

Mr. Bartlett had also an early

creek.

the younger

Ball, students of

men

were Drs. Hiram and

medicine with Dr. Comstock.

This pretty nearly or quite exhausts the

list

of the earliest

settlers.

The

date of the

first

brick house

is

fixed at 1832

—the

W. Milholland. It
was early used as a saloon and residence by Enoch HayOther saloonists of that pioneer time were named
den.
dwelling

now occupied by Mr.

G.

Welloson, Gibson, and Hyatt.

Some

now used

and one

geries are

Dr.

J.

for stables,

H. Duncan, as an

building was put

up

office.

of the old grog-

for a hotel, but left

It

The

first

buckeye
street,

at

became much

was repaired, however, and

pied in part by the post

occupied by

uncompleted by

the owner for lack of means, and in time
dilapidated.

is

In 1840 a large frame

is

now

occu-

office.

school-house was built of green, unhewed

logs,

on

Howard's creek, south side of the

the southeast

corner of the town.

Elijah

Thoinpson, father of Thompson the blacksmith, was first
The second school-house which served
teacher in it.
the village, a plain frame building, was built half a mile

—
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the rebel raid of July, 1863, across Hamilton

river, in

In 1830

county and southern Ohio.
inhabitants, in 1850

had eighty-nine

it

one hundred and

1870 nine-

four, in

Her

She was married

to

Mr. Sater in September, 1813, and died September

3,

was August

natal day

Their children were:

1871.

John Jones, born June

six.

the census of 1880 Crosby township

had one thou-

teen children

—an increase

sand two hundred and fourteen inhabitants
of one hundred and seventeen since the

1814; married Nancy Lar-

10,

Had

rison February 19, 1834; died April 3, 1864.

POPULATION OF THE TOWN.SHIP.

By

1790.

3,

Plannah, born July 16, 1816, died

Ann, born January

Eliza

census was

last

thir-

—eleven sons and two daughters.
in infancy.

18 18; married to William

8,

B. Hill in June, 1843; resides in Springfield township,
two and one half miles north of Mount Pleasant. They

taken.

have two sons and three daughters.

December

Sarah, born

1819; married James Gwalt-

19,

1843; resides in Butler county, Morgan
township; has nine children three sons and six daughney, February

7,

—

Biographical Sketches.

ters.

William, born September

2,

1822; married in the spring

had two sons and two
sister, and

of 1844, Sarah Jane Skillman;

THE SATER FAMILY

daughters; resided in Butler county, near his

came from

died April

1709 and settled for a time at Jamestown,
Virginia, and finally at Chestnut Ridge, near Baltimore,

Joseph,

who

Oliver,

born June

20,

had

five

is

Henry

of an old Maryland descent.

England

His

Maryland.

They were
cember

maiden name was Dorcas Gossage.

wife's

parents of Joseph Sater,

25, 1753, the

which

after

Sater

in

who was born De-

youngest child of the

He

his father died.

more county, near the
Miami country. His

city of that
wife's

.family,

soon

emigrated from Balti-

name,

in 181

r,

March

home

9,

Congress lands beyond the Great Miami, where

among

settled

friends near Harrison,

Round Bottom,

and then,

in

in the Little

Miami valley. In i8i3he bought a tract of about three
hundred acres from Captain Jacob White, occupied by
-

his son,

Providence White,

at ten dollars

per acte, having

declined to purchase in the Mill Creek valley, where
minsville

The

now

stands,

on the ground

original Sater tract

is

about 1858, when he built a larger house on

until

Thomas

E.,

who

now in

tliat it

Cum-

was too high.

part the property of

John

November

ship,

The second son was William

year.

September
the

Pleasant, Iowa, in his eighty-first

home

death,

17, 1793, in

Sater,

who was born

Maryland, occupied a portion of

place in Crosby township, after his father's

built

the

brick

mansion

in

which

his

son

the winter of 1844-5,

until

Gary's academy, at College

who was born March

4,

1754, and immigrated to

the

when he was a student

at

Returning to the farm,

hill.

In 1857 he was elected township trus-

successful farmer.
tee,

and served three terms, and
year as a

fifth

member of the

hewas chosen

is

now

serving his twenty-

school board. In 1859, and

real estate assessor for the township;

i860 he was elected township treasurer, and served
about eleven years, when lie was elected county commisin

sioner

and declined

In 1863 and 1867

to serve longer.

he was nominated for the legislature on the Democratic
ticket, the

his party

first

nomination being unanimous, and the
so,

and was defeated with

being then greatly

in 1874, both times

on minority

by the Democrats the

first

his ticket

the minority.

in

chosen twice to the commissionership,

tickets,

time,

He

was

and again
being nominated

in

187

1

and running indepen-

dently the second time, but taken up by the Republicans.

He

the valley of the Whitewater in 1809, died in July, 1820.

in

schools

Thomas' farm, about one
and one-half miles northeast of New Haven, where he
has since resided, engaged in the peaceful pursuits of the

ticket

Scotch stock, daughter of a pioneer from Maryland, John

district

ent place, adjoining his brother

1849.

Jones,

home in Crosby town-

he was married, as noted below, in 1849, to Miss Eliza
A. Hedges, of Colerain township, and occupied his pres-

Thomas now

lives, in 1831 and died there January 30,
His wife was Miss Nancy Jones, of Welsh and

at the old

and attending the

pursuits of the farm,

second practically

the only survivor of the family in his generation.

Mount

i860.

1824; spent his earlier years

20,

who

resides near

7,

JOSEPH SATER.

in 1870,

He

November

noticed in a biography elsewhere.

is

Joseph Sater was born

and Jacob Schwing, adjoining the farm of Thomas E.
Here
Sater, and in part is owned by the Shaker society.
Joseph Sater made his pioneer improvements, and remained until his death, which occurred October 27, 1833,
at the age of seventy-nine years, two months and two
Among his children was Thomas Sater, fifth son,
days.
is

living;

She

—

first

— two

1854,

They brought the surviving members of their family with
them three sons and three daughters. They landed at
Cincinnati, and pushed their way across the country to

1812, he farmed a place at

married Maria Foster,

1829;

children^all sons

the same premises, and died there

was of French and German descent, daughter of Colonel
Levering, one of the prominent heroes of the Revolution.

he

30, 1852;

noticed at length below.

occupied the cabin built by his grandfather at the old

to the

aged ninety years, two months and twenty-four days.

fertile

is

maiden name was Hannah

Levering, born January 16, 1764, and died April

the

1852.

4,

was

first

elected

when

the majority of the Republican

was more than seventeen hundred, and Mr. Sater's
majority was two thousand seven hundred and ninetynine, a vote

sand

five

ahead of

hundred.

his ticket of

At the second

more than
election

four thou-

he ran as an

ngi-bhARBitdV

/a,-Oiyo:
y/y6

—
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independent candidate, when he defeated the regular
Democratic nominee by about six hundred, the Republican ticket

—a gain
He

three hundred.

member

fearless

thousand

Judge M. F. Force (letter)
"Mr. Sater has well earned the compliment by his
valuable public service."
Richard Smith said, "I have
no doubt that Mr. Sater feels much better to-night to go

and

out of that very responsible office which he has very

being also defeated by four thousand seven

hundred votes

for

him of about

was a very

active, energetic,

As a

of the board.

five

some

result of

of

the inquiries and agitations started by him while in this

law for the board of control was procured from

office the

He

the State legislature.

would recognize no

legislation

by the board which was transacted in beer saloons or anywhere else than in the rightful place of meetirig, and at
last

succeeded

breaking up the practice of signing

in

bills

or records that were not regularly before the board in

own room

in the

succeeded

ally

Repeatedly he

court house.

payment of

protest againts the

illegal claims,

to lop off superfluous officials,

filed his

payments.

and

The

signal impres-

term, upon
shown by the
triumphant success of his second canvass for the same
office, made in opposition to a regular nominee.
At the
sion

his service during the

the tax-payers and voters of the county,

a position of responsibility."
said,

the reputation which he has, than

faithfully filled, with

Money

with a half-million of dollars stolen.

His reputation

when

honesty

for

the grass shall

Miller said, he

a capable one.

will

never perish.

grow green over

will perish.
It will live

his grave."

I. J.

"had not only been an honest officer, but
He had shown himself better acquainted

with the laws governing his office than any

member

of

Hamilton county." Judge Longworth said, "It
was better to have written on Mr. Sater's record, as it was
now written, than on the tomb, the tribute to his honesty
and capability."
the bar of

Mr. Sater was, by the joint action of the judges of the

carried,

and otherwise economize

the expenditure of the pubUc funds.

produced by

its

and gener-

checking or preventing

in

Several resolutions were introduced by him,

293

common

pleas

in April,

1

and superior courts of Hamilton county,

881, appointed one of three jury commissioners

names from which the

of six thousand

first

to select a

is

for said courts will

list

large

number

have

justified the

juries

be drawn. Mr. Sater has also settled a

of estates with a fidelity and accuracy that

ing six years

confidence reposed in him by widows
and orphans. He has not thought it necessary to belong
to any religious or secret order, but has always liberally

tendered at the

contributed to the support of different religious organiza-

November

close of his second term,

30, 1877, after serv-

and one month, a complimentary dinner was
St. Nicholas in Cincinnati, to "Honest
It was
Joe Sater," as his friends were wont to call him.
attended by many county officers and other prominent
personages, and presided over by Governor-elect R. M.

who

Bishop,
I feel

said, in his introductory

highly complimented

ent occasion, which

is

man who

pliment to a

in bei.ig called

remarks:

on

on the pres-

to preside

intended by the friends of Mr. Sater as a com-

has

filled

a position for the past six years, not

only with credit to himself, but with credit to the county which he has

had the honor

Upon

to represent.

the same occasion,

expressed

solicitor,

the

Thomas

opinion

county

B. Paxton,

"that

Mr. Sater had

saved this county one hundred thousand dollars per year,

Many

to the great disgust of certain small contractors."

tions.

Eliza A. (Hedges) was second daughter of Anthony
Ludlow and Hannah A. (Johnson) Hedges, or Colerain
township. The Hedges and Johnson families of the next
previous generation came together from New Jersey
(Hedges in 1805, Johnson in 1809), at a very early day,
and settled in Colerain, near the site of the famous
ancient work at Dunlap's Station, which is now in possession of the Johnson descendants.
Hannah A. Johnson
was born January 12, 1805, and is still living on the old

Mrs.

as

place,

Marsh, she having been a second time
in September, 183 1.
Upon

Mr. Hedges died

married.

complimentary remarks were also made by Governor

this

Thomas

formal education was received solely in the public schools,

L.

Young, and

B. F.

grets.

Brannan,

others, in

for

conveying

letters

example, in a

re-

said he

letter,

had "for the 'period of three years occasion to closely
watch the manner in which Mr. Sater performed the duties

of his

office.

In

all

that

time there could not be

discovered the slightest divergence from the
just path

of duty.

and

strict

His course was invariably marked

by an austere devotion to the economic interests of Hamilton county, and his record was found true and clean

farm was born Eliza Ann, January

and she remained

at

home

with her parents until her

marriage to Mr. Sater, March 29, 1849.
she has shared the

toils

and

rows of her husband, with

little

his.

of the same year.

George Ludlow, born August

is

the

'the old silver

Republic, symbolizing a character that at
soar

due

to the skies

and beyond

stamped with

emblem
life's

will

to receive the just reward

to the faithful public servant."

Murat Halstead,

esq.,

editor of the Commercial^ said in excusing his absence,

"I would with sincerity join

in the recognition

proposed

5,

1852; died April

i,

1856.

1853; died Decem-

20,

ber 22, 1853.

May

of the

end

sor-

,

survives.

William, born January

the figure of that noble bird which

and

personal history apart

They have had four children, of whom one
The record is as follows:
Hannah Jane, born March 30, 1850; died July 28th,

from

Hamilton county bright and shining

dollar of the fathers' fresh from the mint,

Since that time

struggles, the joys

a record that will stand on the pages of the history of
as

Her

1826.

11,

Eliza,

born December 30, 1856; married July

1874, to John
ily

of that

husband

at

Dowry Wakefield, of

name

in

29,

the old pioneer fam-

Crosby township; resides with her
They have two children.

her father's home.

Mr. Sater

is

not only the most prominent

man

of his'

township, but one of the leading and substantial citizens

He

enjoys the esteem and respect of

of the faithful and valuable public service of Mr. Joseph

of the county.

whose name is identified in this community with
vigilance and integrity in the discharge of the duties of

the better elements to be found in both political parties

Sater,

of the present day.

His

integrity,

all

honesty, and wise

—
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have secured for him a reputation which few
His home is one of the
enjoy.

counsels

men

are permitted to

Hospitable, generous, respected by

ample of what honesty and

who

finest in the township.

possesses

he

all,

is

a living ex-

man

fair-dealing will earn for a

these qualities, as does honest Jo Sater.

all

DELHI.
SOUTH BEND TOWNSHIP.

The

covered by Delhi township, was the now long extinct
South Bend township, planted by the court of general
quarter sessions of the peace between Cincinnati and Mi-

ami townships.
liest in

was erected

It

made under

among

in 1795,

named from

the county, and was

already

chase, which in turn took

name from

its

the Ohio, within which

it

the ear-

the settlement

the auspices of Judge

the southernmost point on the river in the

in

mouth of Bold Face

the

now

original organization, including the territory

Symmes, at
Miami Pur-

the great

had been

bend

The

settled.

boundaries of the new township were defined about as

fol-

thence

down

mouth

of

the river to a point about a mile below the

Muddy

where the old south

line of Mill

Green township, extended westward, intersects the Ohio,
thence eastward to the second meridian line aforesaid;
thence south to the second

and

tions five

thirty-five;

The breadth

beginning.

to the place of

of the township on

seven miles, very nearly; on

is

south line of sec-

parallel, the

and eastward again

north

its

section line

first

its

:

thence

second meridian west of Mill creek;

at the

Beginning

down

the Ohio six miles and over; thence north

on a meridian

to the

Big Miami; thence up that stream

southwest corner of Colerain township; thence
east to the meridian first named; thence south to the

next south, six miles; upon the next, which extends east
of the general line of the township, four miles and twothirds; with a very short

The

the bend.

to the

little

more than

These boundaries included nearly or quite the whole
of the present territory of Delhi, and so much of the tract
covered by Green township as did not belong to Colerain,
as defined in a previous chapter;

The

first

township

officers for

South Bend were nom-

Clerk— William
Constable
Overseers

—

—

Powell,

Robert

Supervisor of Highways

— Usual Bates.

whence

David Edgar, James Gowdy, Edward Cowan.
The letter C was assigned to the cattle brand

for

each end.

It

has eleven

The

average width

sections

full

fractional range

lying in

duplicate section

six, at

ship, in fractional

in

a

is

only about two miles.

and eight

fractional sections,

one, township two; and

the

the northwest corner of the town-

range one, of township one.

surface of Delhi presents as great a variety of topog-

but

distances,

short

hills

nowhere extending

DELHI TOWNSHIP.
This township, as now constituted (erected between

1810 and 1815), is the smallest in the county, except
It has but
Spencer on the opposite side of Cincinnati.
eight thousand seven hundred and eighty-six acres, or less
is bounded on the east by the
on the south and west by theOhio river, which divides
it from Kentucky; and on the north by the entire breadth
of Green township, nearly one mile of Miami, and about

Its lines

river,

begin at

river.

the general character of the country

far

and

is

inland,

in places, as
lofty,

steep

West from the city
is

highland,

until

approached some miles further to the west;
cut

intersected,

down and

variegated by an

un-

common number of small streams for so small a tract.
Among the valleys thus created are those of Bold Face
creek, the Rapid run, Muddy creek, and at least a dozen
minor brooks,
directly

either

all

or

of which find their way to the Ohio,

through creeks to which

they

are

tributary.

The

than fourteen square miles,
city;

almost abutting upon the

the river

but

South Bend township.

of the city on the other side.

is

dwindles, by the

it

near Sedamsville, being quite narrow, with

Viewers of Enclosures and Appraisers of Damages

much

three miles;

except up the valleys, borders the

Gowdy.

of the township

raphy as any other part of the county, of equal extent.
A comparatively level strip, of uniform width for but

Powell.

James Thatcher.
William
of the Poor

at

The

inated by the court as follows:

southernmost parallel deeper

greatest breadth

flow of the river to both sides of the township to a point

place of beginning.

as

creek,

Creek and north Hne of Cincinnati townships (in part
now Liberty street, Cincinnati) and present south line of

line

lows

on the Ohio, almost

creek,

above the "second meridian line" mentioned
among the boundaries of South Bend township; and run

a mile

Cincinnati, Indianapolis,

St.

Louis

&

Chicago

railway follows the river through the entire south

and

west parts of this township; and, on lines generally parallel

with

Ohio

&

it

the whole way, are the tracks of the older

Mississippi railroad.

Along these

are scattered
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for some of which both
making fifteen or twenty in all.
Back on the highlands is Warsaw, a village which gives

numerous suburban

villages,

railroads have stations,

the

name

to the

Warsaw

turnpike, connecting

it

with the

There are also the Industry and Delhi, the Rapid
and other turnpike roads intersecting the township.

city.

run,

guished of

named gentlemen

following

have served Delhi

are

as justices of the peace:

Williams; 1825-9, Ichabod Palmerton;

those

who

1819, Peter

George

1829,

D. Cullum; 1865, H. E. Hopkins, William L. Williams;
Cornelius Myers; 1867-74,

1866, William L. Williams,

Cornelius
Paul,

Richard

Myers,

Henry Rauck,

Paul;

Richard

1875-80,

year her only

sister,

departed

life.

made

township, was

very soon after Columbia, Losantiville,

in 1789,

and North Bend were colonized.
Judge Symmes took
his party to the place last named, now in Miami township, in February of that year; and early seems to have
meditated the founding of another colony on the river

name of
own home place.

within his Purchase, which should take

South Bend, as a companion to his

The new

North Bend.

some time

the

succeeding Symmes'

appears by the following

arrival, as

his to his associate

letter ot

He

it.

thought

it

might become the metropolis of the Miami Purchase, or
county about to be

or-

Dayton, written June

14,

at least the seat of justice for the

In another

ganized.

letter to

1789, he says:
e.xpected that

on the

shall
;

be

it is

made

Governor

arrival of

be organized into a county

fairest

the county town.

a most excellent

St. Clair, this

purchase

some moment which

therefore of

it is

;

Losantiville, at present, bids the

site for

a large town, and

is

at present

but if South Bend
might be finished and occupied, that would be e.xactly in the centre,
and probably would take the lead of the present villages until the city
can be made somewhat considerable. This is really a matter of importance to the proprietors, but can only be achieved by their exertions
the most central of any of the inhabited towns

;

and encouragement. The lands back
much broken after you ascend the first

will afford rich sup-

plies for

A

a county town.

effect the settlement of the

of

South Bend are not very

hill,

and

few troops stationed at South Bend will

new

village in a very short time.

According to a paragraph

town, or city to be, was laid off

in the spring

Julianna, wife of Jeremiah Reeder,

entertained extensive expectations for

town

now Delhi

this

was an extensive town which Judge Symmes had
and the judge appears to have

It is

is

Hugh Moore,

laid out, for a beginning;

will

THE FIRST SETTLEMENT

our

in

Mary, the eldest

a prominent Cincinnatian, and died in 1834, the same

jr.

within the limits of what

some length

noticed at

daughter of Mr. Symmes, became wife of

It

among

is

chapter on the Bar of Cincinnati.

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS.

The

He

all.

29s

Judge William

in a letter of

Goforth, of Columbia, this place had eighteen or twenty

A

families in September, 1791.

was then stationed there.

garrison of twenty sol-

Among

the settlers here

Dayton, bearing date that month, and giving a good ac-

diers

count of the genesis of South Bend:

was a brother of the Miami purchaser, Judge Timothy

North Bend being so well improved by the buildings already erected
and making, and fresh applications every few days being made to me
for house lots, I was induced to lay off another village, about seven
miles up the Ohio from North Bend, being one mile in front on the
river.
The ground was \iery eligible for the purpose, and I would have
continaed farther up and down the river, but was confined between tlie
two reserved sections. This village I call South Bend, from its being
contiguous to the most southerly point of land in the Purchase.

Symmes, who spent his latter years and died here. He
father of Captain John Cleves
is best known as the
Symmes, author of the famous theory of concentric
spheres and a hollow globe opening near the poles.
Young Symmes was residing here when an appointment
was obtained for him in the army through the influence
of "a friend at court," his distinguished uncle at North

The

place had already,

when Symmes

wrote, several

cabins almost finished, and others begun; "and I

make

no doubt," adds the judge, "that the whole of the donation lots will soon be occupied,

The

pioneer settler at the

Timothy
Symmes.
sey, a

we remain

in safety."

of South

Bend was

site

only

of

brother

full

was also a prominent

citizen in

Judge

New

Jer-

judge in one of the courts of Sussex county, and

followed his brother to the western country soon after
the Purchase was settled.
see

South Bend, as

He

did not

live,

however, to

more than the beginnings of the mighty developinent
Miami tract, but died February 20, 1797, aged

an incorporated

He

was the father of Captain John Cleves
Symmes, the famous author of the theory of a hollow

and inhabitable
poles,

who was

earth,

open

residing at South

the judge, obtained his
also of Daniel

first

Symmes, who became

zen of Cincinnati, serving in
is

Bend when

appointment

many

about the
his uncle,

in the

army;

a distinguished

cit-

very site has

spent nearly

all his

adult

life

Its

population

become almost

fell off, its

traditional.

clus-

The

its

traveller,

has been established at nearly the southernmost point of
the bend for
site

many

of South Bend.

years, passes directly over a part of the

The

was given but very

last stroke

recently to the ancient town, for which such high hopes

were cherished,

in the final

changing of the name of the

kept at the adjacent railway

South Bend to "Trautman's."
the neighborhood

still

But

from

station

two

in

bearing the old designation,

it

would speedily pass into utter
away the glory of human hopes,

for a sign or

oblivion.

plans,

Thus

passes

and purposes.

ADDITIONAL SETTLEMENTS.

on a farm three miles

name

to

Symmes'

Richard Paul, justice of the peace of Delhi township,
is

of English descent; his grandfather,

ing from liOndon,

pike; and of Peyton Short

setder in this county; he died in 1820.

in

in

was gradually abandoned, and they

Corners, a hamlet and post office on the Cincinnati turn-

and

own

public capacities, as

south of Hamilton, where he gave the

sons, save one,

its

however, going to the boats of Anderson's Ferry, which

elsewhere detailed in this work; of Celadon Symmes,

who

known, did not hold

village.

of dwellings

post office
for several degrees

well

destroyed or floated away in times of high water; and

of the

fifty-three.

is

the contest for supremacy, or even rise to the dignity of

ter

Symmes, the

He

if

Bend.

Symmes, the youngest of his
some respects the most distin-

Henry

Paul, be-

England, an architect and an early

His

father,

Rich-

ard D. Paul, born in London, 1807, was married to

Ann
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She resided

Mulford, of Cincinnati.

P.

The couple moved

Fifth street.

where Richard Paul was born

in 1833,

519 East

at

Delhi

the

to

and where he has

Richard Paul was a machinist

two years

for

—

Hol-

at

In 1854 came to his farm; in 1858
Tirabenerman, formerly of New

bord's, Cincinnati.

was married

to Sarah

He

built the

new house

1865, and at that

in

time was elected justice of the peace, which office he has
He was also township trustee
held ever since (1881).
during the war, and probably did as
his precinct to clear

it

from

much

He is

drafts.

In his

peaceable, citizen of society.

any

as

an

ten;

man

active,

L. Williams, of Delhi township,

lives

in

but

official position

dockets but few cases, and generally succeeds
ing a compromise with the parties concerned.

W.

he

in effect-

1810, his father being the old pioneer mail

i,

Government from 1807

route agent for the

1820,

until

and purchasing large tracts of lands here a few years after
Mr. Williams carried on the
his coming to the county.

number of

dairy business for a

and very

successfully.

is

known

He

Of his

gate, of Colorado.

He

Sebastian Rentz,

jr.,

years quite extensively

was married to Miss Applefamily two children are dead.

prominent

as a

citizen in his township.

up

to the [Tresent

His father came from Germany

time has

1825;

in

kept a bakery in Cincinnati until the family removed to
He married
the farm near 'Warsaw in Delhi township.

Miss ZoUer, of Cincinnati, in 1828.

She was from Ba-

den, coming here in 18 17.

Emily C. Mclntyre, Henrietta O'Neil, and Finley Moore.
these three only are living

isie

Sarah

:

Hicks, and Ophelia Shannon.

Ann

Mr. Rentz obtained a common school education in
married in 1867, to Miss Louisa
;

was married February 26, 1845, and died June 9, 1880.
His wife, Emily C. Moore, died April 22, 1865. Of their

Martha A. Cook, the

children, Mrs.

eldest

have two children:
Cook.

Jesse E. and George T. Mclntyre

Mr. Cook, the father, has been train despatcher

&

on the Cincinnati
cago railroads,

for

and

Indianapolis,

St.

is

the father of three children,

Anna

Mrs.

Hicks was

B.

&

Louis

she .has had two children

1874, and

6,

He

all girls.

is

married August

— now dead.

a farmer!
19,

with her

husband, now dead, from Germany about the year 1832.
Her husband was for a period of thirty years a printer,
being employed mostly during that time on one of the
German papers of Cincinnati. He died about the year

Delhi township, near the Warsaw pike.
children, five of

whom

his father died,
ica,

and

after

181 5.

and

When

in the year

remaining

House

in

She has eight
in

Dumbarton-

thirteen years of age

1828 he sailed

five years in

Amer-

for

New York came

to

Cincinnati, where he travelled for the house of Robert

McGregor.
forty acres,

Home

City.

In 1834 he purchased one hundred and
comprising what

He

is

now

was married twice,

the greater part of

being

his first wife

Emily C. Moore, by whom he had nine children; his
second wife was Miss Elizabeth Mclntyre, and the fruits
of this marriage were six children, all of whom are now
dead.

Three children by

his first wife are dead,

purposes moving to

Jacob
October

His

21, 18 18.

children,

came

Home

City shortly.

was born in Germany,

of Riverside,

Story,

with a family of seven

father,

Cincinnati December,

over, arriving in

moved

1831, and in 1838

The mother

to Delhi,

where he died

Jacob Story was marSaloma Hatmaker, whose parents

came from Baden and
removed to Cincinnati

Indiana in 181 7, but

settled in
in

1826, where they followed the

and of

The

business of vegetable gardening (twenty-first ward.)

died in the year 1846, and the mother in 1857.
Mr. Story bought the land he now owns in Cullom Station,

father

the bottom in 1854 and the hillside in 1859, on which he

good

He

living.

is

made

the father of eight children

The

ten grandchildren.

oldest son

is

The

dead.

and

family

members of the Presbyterian church.
Thomas Wyatt, of Fern Bank, moved to this place in
1843, '''•sn owned by Judge Matteson, now by Mr. Short.

are

His

father, AVilliam

but died

Indiana

in

in 1839,

Fern Bank.

In

Wyatt, came from England in 1832,

The

1833.

family

came

where they hved

west,

settling in

until their

removal to

Wyatt married Miss Jane
His mother, Hannah Drew,

1855, Mr.

the year died in i860.

She was then

living with her

son

Thomas.
John Kahny, vegetable gardener of Trautman Stacame here in 1845. His father, Anthony Kahny,

tion,

born

in 1785,

came

to Cincinnati in 181

for twenty-eight years,

working

7,

where he lived

for a season at

foundry, but gardening most of that time.

Harkness'

His

first

gar-

den extended from Sycamore to Broadway, and from
In 1833 he moved to the corSeventh to Ninth streets.
ner of
lots

Wood and Fifth streets, and put up buildings on
He not only had a garden there, but also

owned.

at Sixth

and Seventh

1844 he moved

Home City, /. e., three sons George M., Peter E.,
and Edwin D. Mclntyre, and one daughter, Mrs. Martha
The maternal grandmother of these children
A. Cook.

business until 1866,

—

in the

died in Fatherland.

ried in 184! to Miss

the six remaining four are living on the homestead place
in

is

a carpenter, hving at the preseiit time in Cincinnati, but

Vanblarieum, of Delhi.

are married.

George Mclntyre, deceased, was born
shire, Scotland, in

1873,

Her husband

a

Mrs. L. Wittenstatter owns the Green

Chi-

seventeen years.

has his vegetable garden, and out of which he has

1874.

was

child,

born April 28, 1848, and married in January, 1866, to
Milton H. Cook, who was born October 14, 1845. They

Barmann, of Anderson Ferry. He is nicely situated on
a good farm of over one hundred acres.

came

Lou-

Silvers,

George T. Mclntyre

the city of Cincinnati

Mrs. L. Wittenstatter nee Kuperferle,

Ann

Louisie Hicks, Ophelia Shannon, John Moore,

seventy-seventh year of his age, tenth of August, 1869.

of Delhi township, born in Cin-

cinnati (1840), but from 1841

been a farmer.

Silvers,

George M. Mclntyre was married April

on section

owns a nice residence and a good farm; was born

here June

was Adelia Moore, who had seven children: Sarah

Of

lived ever since.

Jersey.

Hills,

1875.

streets,

to Delhi,

west of Stone

where he continued

street.

In

his former

when he died. The mother died in
John Kahny was married in one year after com-

ing here, his wife,

Anna Dahner,

being a Prussian.

He

JAMES

P.

James P. Williams, of Delhi township, was born January 29, 1804,
on the south branch of the Potomat, Hampshire county, Virginia.
His grandfather, Richard Williams'; was a resident of this place at the
time of the French and Indian wars, and a few days before Braddock's
nineteen Indians beset the house, killed his father, his mother,

defeat

and one of his brothers; his wife being in the yard milking escaped;
but he and his Httle daughter, eighteen months old, were made prisThey were taken to Fort Pitt, where the child was taken from
oners.
him. From Fort Pitt, on the day of Braddock's defeat, he was taken
to Detroit, and after some days escaped, taking with him a Frenchman's gun and ammunition, and pushed forward, first by curve lines,
then in a more straight direction.
Before this he had feasted on wild
berries and horse flesh; but the
trying ordeal was yet to come. He
was pursued by the Indians and
again captured. He had waded

WILLIAMS.
wife,

Susannah, died the twenty-third of February, 1785, aged fifty-five
They were Methodists. Bishop Asbury often preached at his

years.

house.
Peter Williams, father of

married there Miss

moved

James

Peter,

went on

He began

operations in Cincinnati as a centre, posted pack-horses

over the country,

and employed

wise at

two hundred or one thousand four
hundred acres in Delhi township,
purchasing

Symmes

He would

be captured by the Indians, taken back,

and again would escape, but apparHe was finally captured, taken to Fort
and doomed to be shot, but to this some one objected, fearing his
He feigned derangement, but understood
spirit would haunt them.
He was closely guarded, as before, but while
everything ihey said.
the guards were asleep he shook off his shackles and made his escape.
He finally arrived home safe. The last time he was captured the Indians made him a cook, and by his cleverness won their confidence.
He remained with this tribe a long while, and had plenty to eat. They
went to war and left him with the squaws, when he made his escape.
He died September 3, 1786, in Virginia, aged si.xty-five years. His
hands

pinioned, closely guarded,

ently only to be recaptured.
Pitt,

and

eleven

He was born in
and died February 23, 1837.
Ann Williams, his wife, died
July 13, 1828. She was born
tract.

1770,

three suc-

October

8,

1776.

They reared a large family,
James Peter Williams being the

another time he saw

a time.

section

other lands reserved, not of the

third child.

He was

reared on the

home

born and

farm, section

eleven, Delhi township; attended

to his father's business, which,

ing to

its

magnitude,

responsible position.

made

On

alone were about fifteen

but fortune did not favor
at

from

large purchase of one thousand

would get nothing, and his flesh
and strength would desert him;
rivers and streams he crossed by
wading, and on rafts made of

him long

like-

intervals

In 1820, when John Mcwas postmaster, stage
routes were established, but Mr.
Williams was financially succesful, and with the money made a

a hawk fly up and going to the
spot found a wild turkey; sometimes for two and three days he

logs,

two weeks;

Lean

and marrow, and caremeat for future

at

regular

points.

he afterwards caught and ate

a polecat;

all

routes.

down one

Cincinnati to Chillicothe, Ohio,
Maysville, Kentucky, and other

ceeding days, he found a squirrel;

different

and up the other

to Louisville

side once every

fully preserved the

for

for the

mail was packed

side of the river from Cincinnati

time found a fish which a bird
had dropped, and ate that; once
a fawn, which he roasted, picked

this,

carriers

The

being pressed by
he stopped to dry his

After

and

that time General

Meigs was Postmaster General, with whom a Mr. Granger, a great
had influence, and secured for him an 'appointment under the Government of establishing mail routes in the west.

until,

the bones

At

friend of Mr. Williams,

powder, when he found it all disHe went on, dug sarsasolved.
parilla for sustenance; at one

use.

Virginia,

in

of Irish descent, but re-

his family to the Scioto valley in 1807.

through a deep stream, the water
went over his head and wet his
powder, and for three days he
hunger,

was born

Ann Dugan, who was

look

after, to

be paid

off,

and

in addition the mail

owa

his

the farm

men

to

agents to be looked

after and every three months their claims to be adjusted.

The

horses

on these routes were posted about forty miles apart, but the work was
profitable as well as onerous.
On March 19, 1829, he married Harriet

Mayhew, of Massachusetts, whose

father

was a school teacher

in

Martha's Vineyard, and after their marriage the parents lived with
until their death.
Mr. Williams has reared a large family, and

them

been an active business man all his life, the business consisting in
managing his estates. He never performed manual labor outside of
making extensive surveys of roads, farms, filling out deeds, etc. He
was an adept surveyor, and frequently employed to adjust questions of
surveying.
He shipped produce, hay, corn and pork to New Orleans.
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has been for twenty-three years ministerial treasurer of
the township.

George Thompson, of West Seventh street, Cincinnati,
was born in England in the year 1827, and when eleven
years of age, of his own accord, came to America, where,
with only half a crown, he began perambulating

New

the cities of Boston, Providence,

among

York, Albany, and

hunting work, enduring hardships, priva-

other places,

and in all leading a life full of romantic incidents
and adventures. When nineteen years of age he came
to Cincinnati (1846); in 1862 went to Europe, and soon
after his visit to that country went to the array, remain-

tions,

Union cause. The store is now owned by his son,
John Drucker, and his son-in-law, Mr. Barmann. Of the
children, Kate Drucker was born October r3, 1837.
She is the eldest of those living, and was married to Joseph Barmann, son of Lawrence Barmann, an old settler
Anna Drucker married
of Anderson Ferry, in 1879.
the

Herman Hegebusch,

were old

settlers of

May

married

and vegetable decays from

of the Cincinnati

office

now

ing company,

is

Sixth

His son,

this

street.

and W.

firm,

E.

847 and 849 West
Thompson, is one of

at

A.

another son,

R.,

&

George E. Currie

located

precincts.

its

Manufactur-

Fertilizing

of the firm of

is

The

Co., Delhi.

Cincinnati com-

which

is

The

ried in 1849 to Miss Jane Foster.

William R. was born

father

was mar-

1850; in 1874 began business, and in 1875 was marMehner.
E. A. Thompson

ried to Miss Florence L.

He

in 1854.

of Cincinnati.

City.

February

years,
cate,

being the

He

21, 1871.
first

was a temperance advo-

farmer in the country to establish

Scotch parentage; she died September 18, 1868, at her

in Delhi,

extensive, covering fifteen acres.

was born

Home

James Mackinzie, M. D., of Delhi, was born March
His father,
14, 1816, in Columbiana county, Ohio.
James Mackinzie, a draughtsman was born September
21, 1771, in Edinburgh, Scotland; came to America in
1810; served in the War of 181 2; came to Ohio in 18 13,
where he died at the advanced age of one hundred

hog product, from bone and meat super-

company

phosphate of lime, from the hard bone, bone meal, and
from the soft bone, bone flour. The factory grounds are

in

John Drucker was
Barmann, of An-

His
evening meals and harvest a crop without whiskey.
wife, Ellen Burrows, was from the county Down, and of

taken to the

facture from the

to Miss Clara

who manu-

pany are properly scavengers of the dead refuse of the
city,

City, July

Messrs Drucker and Barmann are doing

a lively business in

The

Miami township.

18, 1880,

derson Ferry.

ing the animal

Home

;

From 1846

1862 he was a butcher in Cincinnati.
In 1866 he went into the fertilizing manufacturing business, and took the first contract let by the city for remov-

fresco painter of

January 29, 1877. Frederick Drucker
was born December, 1852 was married October 30, 1877,
Her parents
to Miss Sophia Maurer, of North Bend.
29, 1876; she died

ing until 1866, where he supplied the troops with meats..
until
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E. A.

was married to Miss McCrane,

Thompson and

his brother live in

son's residence

When James

in Delhi.

Mackinzie was

sixteen years of age he learned a trade, at nineteen years

of age he

in a dry

became a partner

goods

store,

and

obtained his education by attending night-school, spending one year at Du Qusne college, Pittsburgh, also read

medicine while in business, and afterwards completed his
course in the Cincinnati Medical college, and practiced
his profession before the
to California

war

in

and

Columbiana county.

built the fourth

In

house that

Riverside.

1849 went

Henry Trautman, of Trautman, Delhi township, came
father, George Henry Trautman,
when only ten years of age. His father left the Fatherland in 1845, came to Cincinnati in 1846, and died the
The mother died in 1874.
fourteenth of July, 1878.
They lived near Trautman station and were vegetable

was erected in San Francisco. After Fort Sumter was
fired on, he reported to President Lincoln and General
Scott, entering the service as a private soldier, was after-

from Germany with his

gardeners.

His
Henry Trautman was married May 7, 1861.
him during their latter days, leaving
He now owns a
the garden and vineyard in his charge.
parents lived with

valuable piece of ground, twenty-two acres in
is

under a high

state of cultivation

dance of produce, which he markets
Claus Drucker, of

Hanover, Germany,

Home

City,

the year

in

and

all,

which

yields an abun-

came from

1842; married Eliza-

beth Laudenbach, of Oldenberg, in 1845; came to Cincinnati in 1846; was
office

a sugar refiner, at

where the Miami depot

is

first

young men

to

work

him.

for

In 185

the Cincinnati Building association

and came here

in 1852,

having his

now, but afterwards kept

a shoe store on Fulton street and employed a
1

number of

he purchased from

some

lots in

Delhi,

where he carried on a store

in the

commissary department, was promoted

until

to

the rank of major and served in the medical department
before the war closed, since which time he has lived and
In 1854, the eleventh
practiced his profession in Delhi.

Marion W. Washington,
Samuel W., great nephew of General
Washington's brother, Lawrence Washington. Her father

of May, the doctor married

whose

father was

Mrs. Macwas legatee of General Washington's estate.
kinzie has in her possession a buckle of General Washington that has b^en handed

off in Cincinnati.

deceased,

wards

another

till

the present time.

down from one family to
The family history of the

Washingtons need not here be sketched, as it is familiar
to our readers. Daniel Washington, her father, was born

He
1787, near Charlestown, Virginia.
14,
married Catharine Washington, a relative, and died
March, 1867. His wife died at the age of seventy-four
February

years.

Peter Cross,
father,

of Delhi,

is

a native of Prussia.

John Cross, was a wagonmaker.

His

Peter Cross

Drucker was a prominent man of his township, took an
active part in all public improvements, and during the

was born in 1827, left Prussia in 1851, landing in New
Orleans, at which place he remained one year, but in
In 1853 he was married; is a
1852 removed to Delhi.

war contributed much

bricklayer

he died.

May

r3, 1878.

in

The mother

died in 1873.

many ways towards

Mr.

furthering

and

lives in easy

circumstances.

1
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Germany when

Valentine Gind, of Delhi, came from

—January,

where he

Theresa Younker, was from Baden; she died before the

this

1854.

and his children sailed for the New World. ValGind owns a small farm adjoining Delhi.
Peter Shiffel, basket-maker, came to Delhi town in

William

in the

His

in 1857.

father, Phillip Shiffel,

was a basket-maker

and carpet-weaver on Long Island; he died in 1849. In
He does not
1855 Peter Shiffel came to Cincinnati.
own any property.
Charles Gerth, proprietor of the Eleven Mile house
(saloon),
States,

is

and

came

of Teutonic origin;

Delhi

settled in

He

ever since.

in

United

the

to

1863, where he has been

was formerly a shoemaker, but

&

trade and was section foreman on the Ohio

left this

Mississippi

in

1872 from Green township, where he was

His

Applegate,

father, Israel

came

to

township when quite young from Pennsylvania; lived

fifty-five

formerly lived in Cincinnati, where he was married

Applegate, grocer and postmaster of Delhi,

J.

born and reared.

entine

;

City in 1872,

still lives.

came here

father

1862

Home

Catharine MacFarlan, and came to

His father landed in
New Orleans, coming from there to Delhi, where he has
His father,
lived since, being a stonemason by trade.
His mother,
Sebastian Gind, was a wagonmaker.

ten years of age

years

on the farm he bought, and died

eighty-first

in 1870
His mother, Mary

year of his age.

Jane Colsher, also of Pennsylvania, died October, 1880,
born August

gate,

at the

J.

Apple-

1839, was reared a farmer, but

17,

began business on a small scale

and

William

her age.

in the eighty-third year of

same time kept

in a grocery in

1872,

which helped to increase

the post office of the village

Id the year

patronage.

his

1878 he built a large three-story brick house, the
of

results

October

his

successful

first

was married

Miss Katie Myers, of Delhi, daugh-

15, 1864, to

of an old settler of the county.

ter

He

business.

Mr. Applegate

is

one

of the trustees of the township at this time.

Mr. Gerth has been married twice, and has two children

Annie B. Calloway, of Delhi, is of English parentage,
and is the wife of Thomas B. Calloway, of that place.

dead.

Her

road for ten years previous to his present proprietorship.

—

Shipley

Bassett

7iee

Martha's

had

W.

— of Massachusetts, was born

Vineyard,

Edgartown,

at

His parents

181 6.

year

the

in

thirteen children, of

mother,

Zadock and Elizabeth Davis,

Davis, son of

which he was the seventh.

age of ninety-three, June 13, 1873, de-

at the

In 184

parted this hfe; his father died in June, 181 9.

One

he married Harriet Cullour, of North Bend.

W.

Davis,

L.

M.

was hospital Stewart

D.,

and

raid to the sea,

School).

Henry W.

is

now

in

.a

third son,

Davis' farm

is

son,

Sherman's

a practicing physician (Old

Davis, another son, has been teach-

ing in Myers' school district fourteen years.
Davis,

His

is

Edward

a physician at Dent, Ohio.

Mr.

Delhi township, and over a mile from

in

the city hmits.

Peter MacFarlan, of Delhi, came from Dumbarkenshire,

this

After coming to

Scotland, to America, in 1840.

country he purchased a farm

which he sold
where he

still

in

1872, and

lives.

In

in

Green township

removed

to

Home

City

1850 he married Miss Jean

Erode, daughter of Peter Erode and Katharine

McKin-

Spouses of Kirkhouse Row.

She was born January 2, 1805, and baptized the same month, fifth day.
Feter McFarlan, son of Peter McFarlan and Katharine

lay

Bain Spouses of Estertown

— name

of farm

— was

born

December 29, 1800, and baptized January i, 1801.
The aged couple have had but one daughter, who is now
The parents were married
the wife of Adam Tullock.
in

Scotland in May, 1830.

Adam Tullock,

of

Home

ter,

was born

in

Scotland

in

came

New York. They
Thomas Bowles, her grandmarried Anna Shirley. They had eight children,
1800.

to that city in

father,

and he died June 3, 1800. His youngest son, Robert
Bowles, father of Annie B. Calloway, was born at Eldoi,
1792; married' Mercy
same place, November 30, 1816; came to
America in 1822, and located on a farm near Harrison,
Hamilton county, Ohio, and was the first English settler

rado,

Kent, England, June

Boots, of the

Crosby township. January 24, 1837, his wife died,
and he married Mrs. Anna Clough, of London, England,
daughter of Samuel Pegg.
By the first wife he had one
son, Robert, now living in Indiana; and by the second
wife two sons, Samuel and John, and one daughter, Anin

Thomas

nie.

B.

Calloway married Annie A. Bowles,

His grandfather, Jesse Calloway, and
January 31, 1866.
wife came from Delaware in 1818, and located in Dear-

He

this

in 1837.

marriage lives in

She died

Home

City.

in 1847.

He

has

one daughter living in Colorado and one in Louisville,
Kentucky. In 1851 he was married to his second wife.

Bonham,
family

One

is still

living.

Samuel Bond was born November

19,

1722; his son,

Joseph, born April 11, 1750, married Eleanor WiUiarins;

and

their son, Samuel,

ed

at the

all

born November

Pennsylvania,

mouth

19, 1777, in

moved west May

Ches-

10, 1810, land-

of Farmers' creek, near Lawrenceburgh,

bethtown; died June

Hellen Miller, of Scotland,

Charlotte

are traceable to the emigration of William Penn.

dren,

One son by

and one

The Bond

18, 1841.

His parents, John Tullock and Mary Robertcame to America in 1840, and both died soon after.
They were married in 1799, had seven children, of which
to

Mary

181 2; married his second wife,

October

son,

was married

four sons

William, the father, was born January 26,

hurried.

He

They had

born county, Indiana.
daughter.

Indiana.

Tullock was the youngest.

Their daughColgate, father

of the noted soap manufacturers of

the year 1815, in Dumferline, where Robert Bruce was

Adam

Bowles, of Cranbrook,

known Robert

Sarah, married the well

ter county,

City,

Thomas

great-grandfather,

Kent, England, married Sarah Boorman.

In 1812 he moved to Whitewater, near Eliza-

They had seven

12, 1837.

dead except Eleanor, who was born

The third
who married.

in 1808.

child,

chil-

in Virginia

Jane, was the only one of the

She was born April 8, 1818; married William Calloway September 7, 1837; died February 12, 1844, leaving one child, Thomas B. Calloway.
family

R.

B.

Price, of

Home

biographical sketch),

is

City,

son of Rees Price (see

the well

known bee-keeper

of

—
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Mr. Price was reared in the

that place.

city of Cincin-

but soon after his marriage (January 15, 1857) to

nati,

Louise

Seiter, of that place,

he has since resided.

he moved on

his

In 1877 he built his

which he now occupies.

farm where

new

much
He has now

Mr. Price has devoted

time and attention to the culture of bees.
over one hundred colonies under his care.

was born in Cincinnati, corner of

where her mother, Mrs.

streets,

house,

Seiter,

Mrs. Price

Elm and Eighth
Her
still resides.

and Lewis

brothers, William, George, Joseph,

Seiter, are
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Cincinnati on the southwest.
of

acres

its

lie in

Five hundred and nine

Delhi township, and one hundred and

twenty-four were taken from the old township of Storrs
eight

hundred and

lowing account of

thirty-three acres in
it,

all.

For the

fol-

with interesting historical notes, the

readers of this work are indebted to Mr. A. L. Reeder,

postmaster at the Riverside

who has

office,

a contribution of it to this chapter:
The village of Riverside, made up of parts
ships, lies

immediately adjoining the western

of Delhi

kindly

made

and Storrs town-

limit of the city of Cincin-

and extends westwardly along the bank of the Ohio river to Anderson's Ferry, a distance of about three miles, and had a population
of twelve hundred and sixty-eight by the last census, with two hundred
and forty-seven voters at the November election of 1880.
nati,

prominent and well known business

men

in the city.

W. H. Smith, of Delhi township, was born in Petersburgh, New York, March 22, 1814.
When fifteen years
of age he left home, and for ten years following drove a
stage coach over the mountains, afterwards coming west,
where he continued the business up to 1863. He was
agent for some time for the Western Stage company, that
had lines running from Cincinnati to various points.
The line running from Cincinnati to Hamilton and Dayton, and afterwards to Indianapolis, was owned by Smith,
out of which he was successful in making money.
In 1863 he removed to his farm, where he has since
lived.
He was elected president of the Delhi and Industry Turnpike company in 1868, and has held the
In 1854 he was married to Harriet

office ever since.

She died March

Alter.

Cincinnati

to

wealthy

men

181

in

25, 1881.

Her

2.

Her

father

parents

came

was one of the

of the city in his day.

James H. Silvers, of Delhi, wholesale leaf tobacco
and 51 Front street, Cincinnati, was born at
North Bend, 1833.
His paternal grandfather. Judge
James Silvers, of Pennsylvania, was an early settler of
the county, having come here with Judge Symmes, and
dealer; 49

was an associate judge of the court three consecutive
terms of seven years each. He died near the expiration
of the third
father of

term.

James H.,

Thomas
in

Silvers,

J.

his

son,

and

married Miss Sarah A.

1831,

Moore, the daughter of Samuel and Adelia Moore,

nee

West, of Pennsylvania, and old pioneers of Anderson

The

Ferry.

on

grandfather of the subject of this sketch

his mother's side

was

to be sixty-six years of age.
Silvers

lives.

still

was born

in Paris,

War of 181 2. He lived
The mother of James H.

in the

She was born in 18 14. Her mother
Kentucky, and lived to be sixty years

The

ants are

Miss Jennie
is

left in

the village to note the wonderful changes that have been

wrought by modern

civilization and scientific research.
Not one of
those old settlers could have had the remotest conception of the thundering noise and lightning speed of the passing locomotive and attend-

ant train of cars, or of the multiplied lines of telegraph wires

Hillis,

the well

Cincinnati.

near Delhi,

formerly of Indianapohs, Indiana.

known tobacco

His residence

commanding

is

from the uttermost parts of the

fro,

gence of

all

a beautiful

situation,

a most delightful view of the

summer

post office to about the centre of the village, running every

The

and manufacturing establishments are quite
large and handsome school-houses, recently erected,

public buildings

Two

creditable.

give evidence that the cause of education
the citizens.

The one church

many

citizens of other

is

It

is prominent in the minds of
Episcopal, a blue limestone structure

has quite a

which they can so readily do on what
large,

plain, two-story brick building,

nearly opposite the church.

It

first

suburb encountered upon entercity,

mediately adjoins Sedamsvile, the outermost

and im-

district of

is

in the city,

called the church train.

called

A

Reeder's Hall, stands

capable of seating two hundred and

sionally used for concerts, lectures,
balls, etc.

The lower

story

is

fifty people, and is occaamateur dramatic entertainments,

divided

used as council-chamber, store and post

up

into

office.

different apartments,

The new

rolling mill at

"CuUom's

Ripple," recently gone into successful operation, is a very
and complete establishment of the kind, and will, no doubt,
and accelerate the prosperity of the village in a marked degree.

large distillery of Goff, Fleischman

the

attendance, considering

has in the second story a fair-sized pub-

ation

is

fair

denominations attend chtirches

Mrs. Ophelia Massy.

Riverside

fifteen

minutes, and at very low fare.

to

ing the township from the direction of the

talk with friends

Send me down a
box of matches, and be quick about it."
The writer of this, one of those descendants, and not a very old man
either, remembers well that when a lad, he had to go early in
the morning to a neighbor's house, half a mile off, to borrow a shovel
of live coals to start the fire on the ancestral hearth, that had died out
during the night for want of careful covering up: and this was not a
rare occurrence either, for nobody had a match to lend in those days.
The village of Riverside is appropriately named, lying as it does in
the valley of the Ohio river, and extending up the romantic slopes of
the beautiful hillside, dotted here and there with handsome residences,
peering out from glossy bowers of coolest shade, musical with birds,
with enchanting views of the far-reaching river and the picturesque and
undulating hills of Kentucky. The geographical position of the village, and the facilities it affords for travel to and from the adjacent city,
make it peculiarly adapted for the suburban residence of persons engaged in business there. The Cincinnati, Indianapolis, St. Louis &
Chicago, and the Ohio & Mississippi railroads run frequent accommodation trains; and in addition there is a street car line from the city

The

RIVERSIDE AND OTHER VILLAGES.

by which we

miles away, or say to our grocer in the city "Hello!

add

river

in

intelli-

current events, or of the brilliant electric light, illuminating,

sun, the mysterious telephone,

and the surrounding scenery.
The family of Thomas J. and Sarah A. Silvers consisted of James H. Silvers, Mrs. Anna A. Dodd, and

Ohio

knowledge and

earth,

with a dazzling intensity, only excelled by the midday beams of the

lic hall,

dealer on Front street,

in

now

front of their doors, silently conveying with the speed of thought, to

and

that

Mr. James H. Silvers came to Delhi in 1873; February 13, 1878 was married in Nashville, Tennessee, to

on

Enoch Anderson,

Squire CuUom, and JVIr. Sands, on the ministerial section at Anderson's
Ferry.
All these old settlers passed away years ago.
Their lands and
homesteads have gone into other hands, and but few of their descend-

of quaint, old English style.

of age.

He

pioneers of early times were Colonel Cornelius R. Sedam,

the east, then Jeremiah Reeder, William S. Hatch,

extensive

& Company

has been in oper-

for several years, and is a model in all its appointments and
manner of conducting its business. A leading feature of this establishment is the manufacture of "compressed yeast, "in a building separate
and specially adapted for the purpose, and gives employment to a large
number of girls and boys in cutting up into cakes, wrapping in tinfoil
and packing into boxes for shipment to the Northern, Southeastern and
Western cities.
Immediately west of the distillery is a very large and imposing edifice.

MOUNT

ST,

VINCENT ACADEMY, (CEDAR GROVE,) CINCINNATI, OHIO,

;
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made by the State legislature,
Not satisfied with these
same township

the

to

whom

to

it

was again

offered

by the

in

1802-3 he offered

Congress for the same purpose.

His proposition

repeated refusals,

judge.

referred to a committee of that body, who, after hearing his own
exparte statement.of the facts relating to the township, were fully satisfied that it could not be held for the purpose /oi which it was offered

was

and, therefore, they refused to receive
It

was affirmed

Congress, very correctly, the
to college lands

till

Miami Purchase did not obtain a

the law of 1792

was passed;

right

that, prior to that time,

he had sold large portions of every township in the Purchase, as he had
a right to do; that the township he then offered had not been reserved
be sold and disposed of, for his own personal benehad sold large portions of it as early as 1788, but that

for a college, but to

and

fit;

that he

those sales, in his opinion, were void.
Some persons had the charity to believe that,
that township for the use of a college,

it

was

when he

first

his intention to

proposed
purchase

out the claimants, which he probably might have done, at the time
the law passed making the grant, on fair and reasonable terms; but he

do so till that arrangement became impracticable, and until
his embarrassements rendered it impossible for him to make any remuneration to Congress or the people of the Miami Purchase.
omitted to

The remainder
lege township has
ter.

It

of Judge Burnet's account of the Col-

no

relation to the subject of this chap-

merely outlines the legislation and appointinent

of commissioners, whereby a selection of thirty-six sections, or the equivalent of a

township, was

made

for the

foundation of a university, but necessarily outside of the

Miami Purchase, on

the Congress lands west of the Great

Miami; the establishment of Miami university at first
at Lebanon, Warren county, in the Symmes Purchase,
as directed by State law; and its final establishment un-

endowment of lands

der another law, with the

outside the limits of the Purchase,
college lands as lay where

now

is

Oxford, Butler county,
is still

main-

in 1809, with its regular

however, to have been set off

boundaries as now, correspond-

ing with those of the surveyed township.

fifteen

justices of the peace, during

some

J. Carson, 181 9, Mahlon Brown,
Moore, John Martin, 1829; James Eppley, John

Thomas

in

Wills, 1865-6;

He

engagement between the

the

New

at

Or-

also served under Scott in the

Mexican war,
as ensign, and planted the colors on the Mexican capitol.
During the late war he carried the' colors of the Fifth
Ohio cavalry when they made the attack on the Louisiana Tigers at Shiloh.
He was offered the pay and rank
leans.

He

of a major, both of which he refused.
at

was crippled

Shiloh by his horse throwing him against a

own son was

in forty-seven

Rev. Samuel

His

tree.

engagements.

Browne was born

J.

1786, and

land, in

emigrated to

Honiton, Eng-

at

country

this

in

1796

John W. Browne, who settled first
at Chilicothe, Ohio, and afterward, in 1798, at Cincinnati, and a few years later was drowned in the Little
Miami river while returning from one of his appointwith his father. Rev.

ments to preach
J.

His son, Samuel

neighborhood.

in that

Browne, learned the printing business with Nathaniel

and

Willis,

1804 started the Liberty Hall newspaper,

in

and

afterwards the Cincinnati Gazette,

Empoi'ium,

cinnati

afterwards the

and pecuniary aid
in-law, L. S.

his son, J.

W.

originated

Curtiss,

1824 the Cin-

in

daily paper of

first

Through
S.

his instigation

Browne, and

ments

show

to

first

his son-

and placed on a paying

He

Daily Commercial.

basis the Cincinnati

his faith

early percity,

by frequent

and

invest-

and its suburbs. In 1830
Browne homestead, consisting of
twenty-five acres on the north side of the Miami canal,
opposite Baymiller street, and erected thereon a fine
in real estate in the city

he purchased the

late

John Eppley, Thomas

James Eppley, Thomas Wills,
James Eppley, William M.
Robb, John Ritt, 187 1-2; James Eppley, Thomas Wills,
L. D. Hern, 1873-8; James Eppley, Thomas Wills, J.
W. Dunn, 1879; Thomas Wills, J. W. Dunn, O. J.

whom

still

a most

His second wife was a daughter of

survive.

of

1880.

first wife,

the late Dr. E. A. Atlee, a lady of sweet disposition and

most amiable character, by

1870;

His

handsome English lady, was wooed and
won while Mr. Browne was on a visit to his brother in
England, and by whom he had seven children, three of
estimable and

Wills, E. L. Agin, 1867-9;

whom

three are

most active

life,

still

whom

living.

he had

five children,

Mr. Browne pursued a

retaining both mental

to within a short period of his death,

and physical vigor
which occurred

in

September, 1872, at the ripe old age of eighty-five years.

Samuel W. Carson of Cheviot, mail agent of the Great
NOTES OF SETTLEMENT.

William D. Gojbrth

lives

Eastern railroad from Cincinnati to Chicago,

about one and a half miles

Green township, with an only
The 'wife, now dead, was Miss Sallie Gordon,
daughter.
whose ancestry is traceable to Lord George Gord on, 'o f
She died April 4, 1878. Mr. Goforth is deScotland.
His grandfather,
scended from distinguished stock.
south

of the

1803, and

in

Jackson and Packenham

William M. Robb,

Wood,

member

His oldest son served

Mr. Browne was twice married.
of the years

liam Benson, William

Gaines,

1805.

residence which he occupied until his death.

of the history of Green township, were as follows: Wil-

Adam

also a

where he went
18 16.

in

witnessed

years,

forces of Generals

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS.

The

Ohio

to

in

the capacity of lieutenanl, and William D., then a lad of

was among the

not clearly settled, as to date and

is

came back

and was

of 1812,

of Louisiana,

ceived the growing tendencies of his adopted

THE FORMATION
It is held,

War

in the

legislature

and died

1788,

in

William Goforth, was surgeon of the

large size printed in Cincinnati.

tained.

circumstances.

army

Ohio

to

father. Dr.

aforesaid,

upon such of the

and where a mere shadow of the university

of Green township

His own

it.

communication of Judge Symmes to

in the written

He came

Ohio.

of Cheviot,

in

Judge William Goforth, born April

i,

1731, was appointed

member
1816.
years,

is

the oldest

of his father's family, and was born January

In 1850 he went to California, being gone

and returning

the isthmus on the

via

Panama

railroad,

coming across
During the

train over that line.

first

war he was provost marshal and afterwards
was revenue collector.

for

two years

In 1856 he was assigned a posi-

tion in the mail service

on the Great Eastern railroad

a meinber of the State legislature and was judge of the

from Cincinnati to Chicago, which position he

Northwestersn Territory, then comprising the

tains.

district

of

Mr. Carson

is

i,

five

still re-

a descendant from a remarkable

—

E.
E. D. Crookshank,

M.

D., of Cheviot,

and a

^\'ell

D.

known

physician of the county, was of Scotch descent and born
city April 28,

1807.

His

father,

in

CROOKSHANK,
and
York

citizen

New

C, was born in Scotland
a man fond of letters and sci-

Nathaniel

was a physician;
entific researches, making the subject of natural history a specialty.
subject
of geology particular attention, and prepared
He gave the
manuscripts that should be put into book form. The inconveniences of
the printing business in his day precluded the luxury of making many
books, otherwise we would have something probably more tangible
He also became proficient in mathematics, and
relating to the man.
after his coming to Hamilton county we hear of his making scientific
surveys.
He also surveyed the ground for the Cincinnati, Brookville
September

27, 1772;

and Harrison pike.
About the year 1800 he
where he married a Miss
vania.

The

Scotland and settled

in

New York

city,

Dickerson, of Ulster county, Pennsy-

The caucus was

shank had the casting

now

by Lane subsequently.

ton county, Ohio,

and

also;

lawyer in Sullivan,

thaniel, a

removed to Green township, Hamiland again pursued his

settled near Cheviot

practice of medicine; but in 1859 the Democratic party in the county

convention nominated him for the then lucrative office of
treasurer,

supposed

to

be worth twenty-five thousand or

thirty

county

thousand

and elected him over able and strong competitors.

The

county had been Republican the year before, having elected Henry
Kessler sheriff by some twelve hundred majority.

Nevertheless Dr.

Crookshank was chosen treasurer by
an equally large majority, and ser\'ed
His personal integ-

with great credit.

now

was high and he carried it into his
He was the soul of
honor; he was brave and chivalrous,
and sensitive to the highest degree to
any point that affected a moral dereHe was ever true to
lection of duty.
He was a Democrat in adprinciple,
versity as well as in prosperity, and
always stood staunchly by its organization. He was an unselfish and most
and charitable to the
liberal man,
rity

dead; William Cullum, a soldier in the

now dead

Mr. Bright who was a
In view of the course pursued
to

Crookshank always congratulated himself

In 1849, shortly afterwards, he

union were
Jane Wiley, whose

Me.\ican war, but

Dr.

now

so evenly divided that Dr. Crook-

which he gave

senator for eighteen years afterwards.

deceased, was an old

resident of the county; Fidelia,

vote,

on his choice.

dollars a year,
left

IVIary

had the majority were James H. Lane

afterwards of Kansas notoriety— and the Hon. Jesse D. Bright,

both deceased.

fruits of this

seven children:

husband,

M. D.

the Democratic caucus which

official relations.

Na-

Illinois;

Erasmus D. subject of this sketch;
Martha (dead), and Juliette, wife of
Dr. Williams, of College Hill— both
dead.
Jane, Juliette, and Erasmus
D. were born in New York, Erasmus
being about four years of age when
his father removed to Cincinnati, coming to Pittsburgh in wagons and from
,

family did not remain long in Cincin-

needy in his professional relations.
He kept up with the progress of the
age; was known to and most highly

nati, but again removed, going to a
farm twenty-two miles from Harrison,

respected by the Democrats of this
generation, as well as those who had

there to the city in

where they

flat-boats.

The

and in 1817
town where Dr. Crookshank spent most of his early life. He

moved

lived five years,

preceded

into the

in the

high school course

under David D. Monfort, after which
he took a course of medicine under
instruction of his father, and was
examined and authorized to practice
by the board of medical
tl)e

until

gave way to something less
and buoyant. His practice in his
and
profession was large, lucrative,
elastic step

his profession

examiners of Cincinnati
then in vogue,

—a

continued his profession also.

This was about the time of the exciting
political contest of 1840, and in which it was not strange to find a man
like that of our subject— of strong will— of determined purpose— and

marked traits of character, longing for a tilt in the affairs of our government with those who sought the downfall of the party favoring his
convictions.

firm

method

but abolished during the latter days of the society

and just before the advent of the Ohio Medical college of Cincinnati.
About this time— April 4, 1833— he was married to Miss Mary Lincoln, daughter of Rev. Henry Lincoln, of Harrison, Ohio, and moved
to Dorr Town, where, after a period of about five years in pursuit of his
practice, he removed to Fairfield, Franklin county, Indiana, and there

The opportunity

for developing the strength of the man
resulted in his election to the legislature of that State by the Democratic
party, which was in 1844.
There was an e.xciting' contest for United
States Senator.
It was .the session of 1844-5.
The candidates before

He was more than a
was a highly cultivated

and accomplished man of the world.
His death, which occurred March 5,
hastened by a
1876, was undoubtedly
mishap on the cars while on his way
which time
to lUinois in 1865, since
nature and
his death his rugged

attended the schools of Millville and

graduated

it.

physician; he

His death occurred just one year previous to that of his esThe fruits of this marriage were three daughters— now
living: Mary, Florence, and Adelaide; and four other children now
dead— Genevieve, Katie, Henry Lincoln, and Lurtone. The first named
was the oldest, and who is now the wife of George B. Tait, formeriy
laborious.

timable wife.

He is at
commission merchant, 196 West Sixth street, Cincinnati.
Florence,
present a resident of the homestead property in Cheviot.
is the wife of Mr. C. E. Laws, a wool merchant, who resides at Richmond, Indiana. Adelaide, the youngest, married George B. Mayer.
They reside near Cheviot on part of the homestead.
The history of Dr. Crookshank is one worthy of chronicling. He'
was a well known and highly esteemed citizen in his day, and came
of the earliest pioneer ancestry, making his life border on the earliest
period of western history.
Himself and father were also distinguished
physicians of the county.
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who

family of old settlers and otherwise noted people,

came from
They were

the

first

school-houses, churches,

erect

to

first

and settled near Cheviot.
pioneers, and consequently were the

the east about 1804

establish roads,

Green township, and

3°5

also director

is

He

Cleves Turnpike company.

and secretary of the

was born on the twenty-

third of August, 1837, received a

good common school

education, and has been honored by the people of his

and otherwise improve the country. Mr. Carson lives
comfortably in a nice homestead in Cheviot.
Washington Markland is of Chestnut farm. Green

township in various

township, on which place he has lived during a

of

president of the Harvest

in

Washington Hay, came from Baltimore about the year
1806, and purchased a farm near Bridgetown, a part of

seventy-one

excepting four years he

years,

Ohio,

Piqua,

educate

to

his

resided

His

children.

life

father,

board of education; he

the

Thomas Markland, and mother, Anna Maria, were born
in Maryland; moved to Boone county, Kentucky, in

which George

180 1 ; removed to the Chestnut farm (section thirty-two,
Green township), in 1805, having then a family of seven

deceased,

children,

Benjamin,

Jonathan,

Elizabeth,

viz:

John,

travelled

Washington

i8th, leaving

His mother died

the family.

Thomas Markland, whose

in

charge of

in the year 1830.

father

Daniel Boone, Kent and Cornelius Washburne, the
ter the

grandfather of Hon. Washburne, of

came

near the family after they
bitter

Illinois,'

lat-

lived

was intensely

to Ohio;

towards the Indians and a great friend to Washing-

ton, teaching

him old

when he was but

battle songs

four

Washington Markland was married to Miss Mary
of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvariia, De-

Hammond,

Her

Methodist

pel in the

Christian

1878.

whom

father

was a minister of the gos-

She lived a

Episcopal church.

dying triumphant in the

life,

faith,

July 20,

She was the mother of eight children, three of
are now dead.
He is now conscious of his end

approaching, and

is

waiting in joy the time

when he may

have the privilege of crossing over to meet

his

beloved

who have gone before. He was born
The family records were destroyed
25, i8«9.
by a dog, -and much valuable history of the foreparents
is lost.
Of his children two sons were in the late war.
and
October
wife

who died
Her

New

Jersey, July

in the year 1877,

father,

Mr. Apple-

1791,

came here

i,

and remained on Dry Ridge the remainder of
his days, dying March 12, 1877; was a bricklayer and
plasterer on Long Island, but, longing for the west,
in

1

81

2,

on foot and by stage coach to Pittsburgh, where
skiff and from there came on to Cincin-

he purchased a

which

he lived

vicinity

He

for sixty years.

was

the father of twelve children, of which Catharine was the

Her husband, Joshua Thurston was

second.

man

during the war; he died in

St.

a minute

Louis, in 1865, since

which time Mrs. Thurston has resided on the old homestead place.

Joseph Epley was a native of Pennsylvania, and emigrated from that State to Ohio, and settled in this town-

or five years of age.

cember^ 24, 1829.

was born in

nati, in

was a companion of

and daughter of Henry Applegate, an old

about eighty-six years of age.

scent; his father was of English origin; he died in the

May/

owns.

of Green township,

settler

gate,

year 1825,

Hay now

is

Home

having served

and been a member of
also a director and viceassociation.
His father,

Catharine Thurston was the wife of Joshua Thurston,

Noah; Martha, Washington, James,
and Charles, were born on this farm; all are now dead
biit Noah, Washington, and Charles.
His hiother, Anna Maria Summers, was of Welsh deWilliam, Leah, and

positions of trust,

three terms as township trustee,

others,

ship,

His

on sections ten and eleven.

He

Sarah Eply, lived

the year

wife,

till

died here in 1835.
1876.

James

Eply, the oldest son, resides in Green township; the sec-

^ond

child,

Joseph,

Ann

youngest,

and the

a resident of Kansas;

is

Barries,

is

in

Colrain township.

James

has held the office of justice of peace for twenty-six years,

he was also township trustee

for

two terms.

Emily Wood, wife of Emerson Wood, deceased, lives
Her husband was two years of age when his
near Dent.
father settled in Green township, one mile northeast from
They
the village, on one hundred acres of good land.
were married

1832; in 1875 he died. The fruits of
were four children^three sons and one

in

their marriage

The daughter and two sons are
now taking a course in the Normal
Lebanon, Ohio. One son is married.

Albert was under General Butler on the Potomac, and

daughter.

teachers;

Samuel who was in the cavalry service under General
Kilpatrick, was taken prisoner, and for two nights and a
day before Lee's surrender was confined in Libby prison.

one son

school at

Mr. Markland has several

An

prizes, viz:

relics of

old times he highly

Indian tomahawk of 1812; an iron

kettle,

ninety-nine years old; a grubbing hoe, seventy years old,

and
still

several parts of General
resides

on the farm of

Harrison's carriage.

life

this State

two years

New

Springfield township.

occurred in 1872, in Delhi township.

Ann Murphy,
1863.

Jersey in

1800.

he was carried to Ohio, and began his

later in

was born September

7,

The

His death
wife,

Mary

1803, and died in

The

sidents of

children, George and Margaret, are now reGreen township, and Theodore, Christopher

*and Robert are

George Hay

living in
is

a

William H. Markland

is

the third son living of the old

pioneer Jonathan Markland,
road, near

gan

life,

Dry Ri3ge,

who "settled on the Cleves
Here they be-

in the year 1815.

a family of thirteen children on a farm of ninety-

Jonathan was born

five acres.

in Virginia

1791, from which State he came.

his birthplace.

William Murphy was born in

From

He

is

Delhi township.

farmer, residing near Bridgetown,

in

the year

William H. began

business in Bridgetown, where he remained two and onehalf years

—

this

returned again

was in 1850

m

— then moved

the year 1853, to

to Iowa, but

Dry Ridge, where he

has remained ever since, in charge of a store.

owns land on Cleves pike; was married
Isaac''

W. Stathem,

in the

He

also

year 1850.

of the firm of Isaac and David

Stathem, grocers in Cheviot, succeeded their father in this
business, opening out
in the year 1865.

on a somewhat more extensive scale,
father, David E. Statiiem, came

His
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to

Green township in 1817, and was a teacher for a
of years, during which time the public school
system not being in vogue, a general interest was awakened in the cause of education by a private school he

mother

number

common

conducted with great success, having for his patronage
many of the first citizens of Green township. He kept

school, he obtained

grocery afterwards for a period of about thirty years, be-

He

ginning in 1824.

and

Jersey,

May

His sons were

David E. Stathem

He

was born

probably, of English origin;

is,

12, 1792.

1817.

He came from New

died in 1853.

1792, in

in

Green township in
Cumberland county.

settled in

first

was born

soldiers in the late war.

is still

H. Oehlmann received

F.

living.

school education

good

Woodard high school

perfecting his course in the

nati,

a

the public schools of Cincin-

in

at

Following his course in

the age of seventeen years.

employment

as clerk in the record-

court house, where he remained for a period

er's office,

when he went into the practice of law,
member of the firm of Oehlmann & Lundy. He, with his parents, removed from
Cincinnati to Westwood in the spring of 1865, where he
of eight years,

and

is

still

resides.

to-day the senior

He

was elected as assessor of Green town-

when he was but twenty-one

ship

years of age, defeating

He

was

from which State he emigrated to Ohio.
His death occurred in 1867, at Cheviot. In 1817 he
was a school teacher, when the country was a wilderness.

a worthy and popular citizen in the election.

A

when he was elected mayor of said village, and was
reelected in 1880, and is at present the presiding ofhcer

New

list

Jersey,

may be

pupils sent by each

i;

James Smith, 2
nell, 3; James Turner,
;

;

of

of interest in this connection.

John Bacon,
Samuel Anderson,

Providence Ludlamor,
I

number

of the patrons of his school and the

4; Robert Dare,
i

Louis Thor-

;

member

elected

wood,

in

a

;

;

;

Cain,

I

Fay, 6;

;

Thomas

;

;

Hugh Goudy,

i;

Abner Scudder,

2;

John Red-

John Jones, i; Francis Holt, i; Elijah Brown 2;
George Smith, i. For twenty-one years he was township
Christian name of his wife
treasurer, when he resigned.

ish, 4,

Names

was Dorcas Hildreth.

of surviving

the family are: Isaac W., Jacob H.,

members

and David

of

T., all

Cheviot; and Phoebe, who died in 187 1.
James Veazey resides on part of section seven. Green
township, near VVestwood, where he moved in 1870. His
father came from Delaware to Ohio, settling in Clermont
of

-

In 1824 he purchased a farm in Spring

county in 1812.

Grove; he died

in 1876, in the eighty-eighth year of his

James was born in 18 18, bought his present homestead in 1852, and was married to Miss Williams, daughHe is a farmer.
ter of an old settler, in 1870.
He
S. S. Jackson was born in Philadeljjhia in 1803.
came to Ohio from New York city, and made his first
His
settlement in Green township, in the year 1826.

age.

wife, Elizabeth

Jackson, was born- in 1807.

Of his

seven

living: Mary Jackson and
Green township.
John was
wounded at Vicksburgh and died, Isaac and Lewis
The remaining two that are not alive
were drowned.

children,

Julia

only two are

Herrick,

are Elizabeth

both

still

in

and Debby.

Mr. Jackson has

in his pos-

session a journal of his grandfather, Mr. William Jackson, dated

August

26,

1768,

weather record kept by his

at

Philadelphia;

father,

Isaac H.

three times each day, for the years between

also,

a

Jackson,

1813 and

F. H.

Ofhlmann, of the law

firm of

Oehlmann

&

Lun-

Joseph
Germany.

Siefert

was born December

Coming

directly

he settled in Cincinnati

member

11, 1810, at

For eight years he was

in 1834.

Longview Lunatic asylum, and two terms, or twelve years,
president of the Cincinnati Relief union, of which society

he was a member

for

twenty-one years.

-He

paid the

widows during thirteen years,
for five years was appointed by the governor, and the re
mainder of the time held the place through the council.
His wife, Elizabeth Siefert, was born in Europe Novem-

relief

ber

fund to the

I,

soldiers'

1813, and died

December

7,

1875.

Of

^^^ seven

children, Charles only remains a resident of this township.

Huy resides in Richmond, Indiana, and Ellen
Drum, Rosa Hegle, Mary, Josephine, and Frank Joseph,

Elizabeth

are in Cincinnati.

D. R. Herrick was born in 1S43, ^^ Summit county,
Ohio.

He became

a resident of

His family consists of
his

his wife

Green township

two children, Sidney and Edna.
Musekamp was born

Dr. G. H.

He

in 1876.

— Mrs. Julia Herrick—and
in

Prussia in 1802.

arrived in Cincinnati in 1837, after a protracted jour-

and

ney of forty-two weeks, by

sea,

His death occurred

home in Green townearliest German physicians

He

ship.

land,

canal,

river.

in 1874, at his

was one of the

of Cincinnati, practiced principally minor surgery.
his death

At

he was one of the oldest German physicians in

Hamilton county. He left Cincinnati and moved into
Green township in 1850. Mrs. Musekamp (Charlotte
Guttemuller) was born in 1803, and died in 1845. Their
family consists of Louisa, now living in Goshen, Clermont county, and Elizabeth, Sophia, and Dr. George H.
W.,

all

three of Green township.

1809.

He

emigrated from

at

Marlborough, Vermont, in

New York
His

to

died October

acted as minister, in the absence of this

1875, at the age of fifty-eight years; his

Baden,

of the city council, twelve years director of the

and

3,

in

from that country to Ohio,

room 24 Temple Bar, northwest corner of Court and
Main streets, Cincinnati, Ohio, was born January 13,
His father came to
1848, on Race street, Cincinnati.
this county when but fourteen years of age (1833), and

dy,

the spring of

married Miss Augusta Patzold

Enoch Jacobs was born

1842.

until

1871, from which union he has been blessed with several

Marshal, 3 ; Nathaniel Ryan, 2 Noah
Smith, 2; Jonathan R. Tucker, i ; William Gain, 2; Elisha

;

He

of that village.

children.

;

which capacity he served

1878,

2; Thomas Brown, 2; John Craig,
John Miller, 3; Roswell Fenton, 2; Ephraim Stathem,
Benjamin Benn, 2 David Congar, 2 Achsah CarI
Mathias Johnson, 4
Mary
son, 2
John Congar, i

3;

of the council of the village of West-

settled in Cincinnati.

born in 1812.
both living

at

Ohio

wife. Electa

in 1843,

Jacobs, was

Their children are Electa and E. George,

Mount

Airy.

Mr. Jacobs was,

at

one time,

appointed consul to Montevideo, South America, and
officer, for

one

SIDNEY

S.

Sidney S. Jackson, a horticulturist of Green townwas born in the year 1803 in the city of
Philadelphia.
His father, Isaac H. Jackson, was a
native of that city, and was bred to the mercantile
profession.
In 1804 he removed to New York,
where he established himself in that business and
continued in the same until the breaking out of the
last war with Great Britain, when he sold out and
In 1813 he removed
quit the business altogether.

ship,

his family to the State of Ohio,

pijrchased three
quarter sections in Green township,and after settling
upon them remained there until his death, which
occurred in the seventy-ninth year of his age, October 20, 1849.
Although Mr. Jackson was unacquainted with
the business of farming he

soon gained sufficient knowledge of it to support his
family very nicely by that
kind of employment, and,
notwithstanding much of his
time was taken up with com-

JACKSON.
United States. He deals extensively in rare
exotic plants, and is a widely and well known
horticulturist of the great west.
He was one of the
founders of the Horticultural society of Cincinnati,
identified with it many years.
His
farm consists of about eighty acres of which his
nursery comprises thirty plat of this acres, and
contains three green-houses.
He has also one
of the best amateur workshops in the country;
formerly he was divided in his inclinations for following the floral business with that of the mechanical
being of an ingenious turn of mind he was
capable of handling tools in many kinds of manufacture, and has his shop well supplied with
them. Mr. Jackson has now but two children
living
having lost three
sons, two of whom, John H.
and Isaac H., born July 22,
1836, were twins, and were
much alike, the family always found difficulty in

and has been

;

—

They were much
other's

day who found time

alike,

to read

as he had
very fewjnen read so
much to so good advantage,
he becoming simply by his
fondness for reading a walking history of the transactions of his country and of
matters pertaining to his
government ever since he
arrived at the age of matu-

so extensively

done

them

distinguishing

mercial transactions of life,
there were few men of his

their

each

company, dressed
and took pride in their

similarity

;

apart.

in

loss

of resemblance;
to
the family

was keenly felt. John H,
was shot during the desperate attack his regiment, the

Eighty-third
teers,

.

He was

made

Ohio

and from
which he

died.

received

flesh

a

volun-

at Vicksburgh,

the

of

effects

He

had

wound

at

also deshis fellows as a

Arkansas Post, and could
have received a furlough to
come home, but preferred to
remain, and soon after engaged in the siege of Vicksburgh.
He was sent to the

Mr. Sidney S. Jackson received some education

Cincinnati hospital, but died
a few days after reaching
that place.
The Cincinnati
Horticultural society, Peter
Gibson in the chair, upon
receiving news of this sad occurrence, passed
resolutions very eulogistic of his character, both
as a citizen and as a member of that body.
Isaac, the other twin, and his brother Lewis, the
youngest of the family, were drowned in the Big
Miami, while bathing. They were in company
with a number of their companions on a gala excursion, but the brothers going too near a whirlpool
were drawn in and under one after the other and
were lost before help could reach them, and thus

rity.

ignated by
leader in the affairs of his
county, having held among
other offices that of commissioner of Hamilton district.

Long Island before coming west,but it was limited,
as he was but ten years
in

old when he left for Ohio, which was
but
a barren wild region for great schools or colleges nor had he ample opportunities for receiving
much of the log cabin instruction then in vogue,
but was compelled to be content with what he could
obtain from contact with the world and by reading
;

good books and papers.

He remained with his father until the age of
maturity and in the year 1826 married Miss Elizabeth Hutchinson, whose father, John Hutchinson,
was an early settler of Whitewater near Harrison;
he came to Cincinnati about 1807, and to this place
one year before she was born she is now in the
seventy-fourth year of her age.
In 1830 Mr. Jackson began the nursery business, and his green-house
established then is now one of the oldest" in the
;

lost their lives.

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson lately celebrated their
golden wedding. Rev. Mr. Challen, the pastor who
officiated at the former nuptials fifty years before,
was present to sanctify the occasion and assist in
bringing remembrance of the former times.

MRS. SIDNEY

S.

JACKSON.

—

a
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and a half

He

years.

was also a member of the Walnut

and laid the corner stone ffi the first
When
school building built under the free school law.
the late war broke out he entered the army with four
sons, two of whom were killed, one at Chancellorsville,
Hill school board,

He

the other murdered.

was in the

battle of the

first

west at Vienna, and served, at one time, as a
the

member

of

Colonel Kemple and himself had the honor

staff.

of receiving twelve shots from the

artillery,

they being

the only mark.

William Taylor was born
sylvania, in i792j fro'^

and

His

Nancy

wife,

J.

Taylor,

still

is

David

also his four children, William E.,

Joshua

to Ohio,

In 1875 he died, in Green town-

settled in Delhi.

ship.

Schuylkill count y, Penn-

in

which State he emigrated
living,

J.,

are

as

Robert, and

seventy-three.

Here he died at the age of
Frondorf came with his father, and

F.

He

has lived in this township since 1840.

the owner

is

of the largest single tract of land lying in the township

two hundred and forty-three

Mary Frondorf, who

In 1847 ^^ ^^s jjiarHis daughter,

acres.

is still living.

Mary, and son, George, both reside here, and Caroline

is

at St. Mary's convent, Cincinnati.

Charles Ries was born in

in 1826,

and emi-

While

In 1877 he removed to Green township.

His

land he belonged to the army.

was born

Charles Ries,

in 1830,

and

his

in

wife,

Eva

His children,

is still alive.

William, and Lizzie, remain also in the

jr.,

same township.
Willia

m

1

.

home was located. His wife was Catharine Muller.
The children are William, Frank, Louis, Rosina,
Mary, and Adam. William is still living in Green townFrank and Lewis near Taylor's creek; Rosina

Four Mile house;

Thomas Morgan was born

in North Wales in 18 14;
United States in 1839, and since the year
1840 has been proprietor of a large lumber-yard on the

came

to the

Plum

corner of Twelfth and

streets, Cincinnati.

—

the service,

Heutenant and

as a

first

wood.
missioner of Hamilton county,

Thomas

father,

R., having

of Irish descent, his

is

come from

St. Xavier's college, Cincinnati, and then
went south, making application to General Walker to enter

From 1852

of his age.

until 1875 he followed the buswhich time his county has called

iness of farming, since

him

to

various offices of trust.

After the war, begin-

ning in 1865, he served three terms as trustee of the
township, was also deputy treasurer,

and

of education,

member of the board

October, 1875, was elected county

in

majority of 1,713, and a township majority of 146.

was married to Mary E. Miller

Mary, near the

New

at the

Baltimore pike;

Charley B. Lewis, proprietor of a bakery and lunch

room

at 194,

West Sixth

came from Portsmouth,
His father, Thomas

street,

Ohio, to Cincinnati in the year 1861.
Lewis,

C.

now

living,

owned

the rolling-mills of that

one west of Pittsburgh,

place, the only

is

probably one of the wealthiest

Mr.

where he was born

nati a driver of

1829; lived for a while

Clinton county, Ohio, where he

scale,

ness to his

kept

at first

In

a grocery.

began the business

but afterwards increased

brother,

He

lives

known

life

it

to larger di-

successful in

He

Thomas

since which time he has been a

near Cheviot, and

is

nicely situated

on

Rose Hill farm. Mr. Townsend
and was bound out until sixteen
but by industry and perseverance has been
securing for himself finally a good homeas the

a poor boy,

years of age,

stead.

and

In 1880 he sold out his interest in the busi-

mensions.

is

his dairy,

in

is

J.

a Quaker.

on the homestead owned by
Ireland.

Lewis was

his brother-in-law,

The

three years after

for

George

men

prop-

Baylis,

in the State.

coming

to Cincin-

a bakery wagon, for which he received

From

one dollar per day.

he was promoted to a

this

and in 1866 he bought out the
since which time he has run it himself
clerkship,

entire business,

He

also

owns

the building at 206.

Rev. Gottleib Brandstetter, pastor of the First
Evangelical

born

in

German

Protestant church of Green township, was

Rhein Baiern, Bavaria,

in 1830.

He

came alone

belongs to

America
and took a course in theology, completing his studies in
1856, after which he engaged in the ministerial work at
a family of ministers.

Gottlieb

to

Peppertown, near Evansville, Indiana, and other places.

Bradford, of Dent,

who came from

which mills

in

Charley learned the business of machinest.

who

in the year

He

in 1857.

near Cheviot, came from Springborough, Warren county,

on a small

1812,

the year 1851, in

now owned by

i860 he started

Ireland in

coming by the way of England,
where he stayed a while; landed in Philadelphia, where
Joseph was born, in 1837, on the nineteenth of March.
In 1852, Thomas removed to Green township, one mile
west of Dent.
Mr. Rearden completed his studies about
leaving Limerick and

is

what

as quarter-

finally

Mr. Morgan owns a beautiful property in West-

master

erty

began

The

him a very profitable one, out of
which he has made a fortune. Soon after coming to
Cincinnati he was married to Miss Lucinda P. Terry, a
native of Virginia, and is the father of two children
Bon and a daughter.
The son, John W. Morgan, was in
business has been to

and Adam, near Lick run.
Isaac Townsend, formerly the well known dairyman

farmer.

Davis,

Cheviot.

In 1874 he died in Green township, where

at once.

his last

ship;

south of

commissioner, serving until 1877, and receiving a county

He was
844
America came to

Muller ca me to Cincinnati in

born in Germany, and on emigrating to

Ohio

&

mile

the fillibuster service, but was not received on account

Germany

grated to Ohio and settled in Cincinnati in the year 1853,

Ries,

dairy

Joseph M. Rearden, of Cheviot, formerly county com-

township in the year 1840.

native

Townsend
one

of the firm of

is

of an extensive

proprietors

P.

George Frondorf was born in Germany, came from
that country to Ohio, and made settlement in Green

ried to

George W. Davis,

307

Green township,

his father,

M. T.

1876, married Miss Lydia Hart.

J.

lives

John Bradford,

Bradford, in the year

He came

here

May

i,

1876, and has since had charge of

the congregation and Sabbath-school, acting as
tendent.

He also gives instruction

to the children of his congregation,

its

superin-

three days in each

who

week

are taking a course
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preparatory

The church

confirmationT

to

was erected

fine brick structure,

building,

the year

in

a
in

1871,

and Sabbath-school have been held ever
graveyard of some four acres lies just back

which,

service

since.

A

He

was married July 24, 1857, to Miss
This union has
Catharine Wittkamper, of Cincinnati.
been blessed with five children four sons and one

of the building.

—

One

daughter.

Henry, born

son,

in 1859,

died in 1880,

sent from his regiment he was waylaid

a

bushwhacker,

near

and murdered by

Kentucky,

Somerset,

about the

twentieth of February, 1863.

The elder Jacobs was for a time with the First and
Second Ohio infantry regiments, comprising Schenck's
^brigade, and took part in the battle at Vienna, where occurred the first bloodshed in the war south of the Poto-

He

mac.

afterwards identified himself with the Twelfth

He possessed
and was a most promising young man.
a natural genius for drawing, taking up the art and com-

Kentucky, commanded by Colonel W. A. Hoskins, and

pleting the course almost without the aid of instruction.

missions.

He, however, spent one year

He

York.

Vine
tiful

&

New
and

has

left

some beau-

"Church Yard Scene," "Lick Run Church," show a
He was also of great assistmaster hand in the work.
ance to his father in his church work being a musician
As the
and of great use in Sabbath-school service.

—

much missed

pride of the Bransdtetter home, he was

Rev. Brandstetter

that circle.

fluence for
his

good among

his

in

exercising a great in-

is

people of Cheviot, of which

Elizabeth Bates, wife of Joshua

Mount

Bates,

railroad con-

Green township.

Airy,

Mr.

Bates removed to his present elegant homestead in 1859.

The

members of the Methodist Episcopal
John Bates (son) was a soldier in the cavalry

family are

church.
service

under Kilpatrick, during the

Enoch Jacobs was born
State of Vermont,

Electa Whitney,
father,

in the

late war.

town of Marlborough,

June

30, 1809,

of said

town,

and was married to
His
22, -1831.

June

Nathan Jacobs, was born in Connecticut in 1762,
He was a soldier
to Vermont in 1799.

and emigrated
in the

War

He

of the Revolution.

married Sarah, the

daughter of Captain John Clark, of revolutionary fame,
about the year 1784.

The

Massachusetts.

Brooklyn,
chanical

New

SlTe

was a native of Old Hadley,

subject of this sketch emigrated to

York, in 1827, where he engaged

pursuits

till

family to Cincinnati.

1843,

when he removed

Between

ing out of the civil war in

1

that time

ing

their

&

Jacobs.

largest

me-

with his

and the break-

861, he was engaged in the

manufacture of iron work, being junior partner
firm of Vallean

in

The people

customers,

in the

of the south be-

financial

ruin followed.

His oldest son, Enoch George, enlisted in the Second
Ohio volunteer infantry, three months' service, and was
in the battle of Bull

Run.

He

afterwards enlisted in the

for

He

which two of

in

it,

his sons

hold com-

took part in the battle of Mill Spring,
first

published account of that

battle.

It

appeared in the Cincinnati Commercial, and was copied
by papers

A

all

month

over the country, and in Europe.

he took part

later

staff of

Bausenwein, commanding the brigade on the
right

Colonel

left

wing under General McClernand, and with a

of twelve

men Mr. Jacobs

to join the

of the
detail

accepted the surrender of two

About a month

rebel batteries.

Don-

in the battle at Fort

having obtained a position on the

elson,

on

later while

way

his

Twelfth Kentucky en route from Nashville to

Pittsburgh Landing, a railroad accident occurred at Green
rivef bridge,

people are proud.

tractor, resides in

men

and wrote the

"Scene on the Ohio,"

which a

of

sketchings,

He

Ohio.

streets, Cincinnati,

Institute,

Co., Front

Cooper

in

for Stillman

was engraver

recruited

Kentucky,

use of his right arm.

in

which he permanently

lost the

In 1863 he was elected justice of

in Mill Creek township, and served till he
removed with what was left of his family to Waynesville,
Warren county, in 1865. He resided at Walnut Hills
from 1847 till 1865, and took a leading part in organizing in that place the first free school in the State under
the school law of 1849 ^^^ its amendment in 1850.
He
served nine years as trustee and secretary of the board
with the late Dr. Allen of Lane seminary as president.
In the winter of 1870-71 he accompanied the Government commission, on the United States steamer Tennes-

the peace

see, to

Santo Domingo as the special correspondent of

over

the

island,

The

he did not.

He

Commercial.

Cincinnati

the

and

no

travelled extensively

correspondent went where

following winter, 1871-72, he returned

Domingo, in the interests of the Cincinnati
Commercial and New York Tribu9ie.
During that winter
he gathered much testimony as to the alleged complicity of high officials in a scheme of speculation in
connectionwith a proposition of our Government to purto

Santo

chase the island.

This has been hitherto withheld from

the public.

In January,

1873,

Consul to Montevideo,
America.

he was appointed United States
in the republic of

The United

States

Uruguay, South

Minister,

Mr.

Stevens,

Twelfth Kentucky volunteer infantry, Federal regiment,

being absent, the work of the legislation devolved upon

where he was commissioned first lieutenant, and was in
He
the battle at Mill Spring and the siege of Knoxville.
reenlisted as a veteran and served till the army reached

him

Jonesborough, when his health

zens; but the work was

his

failed,

and he resigned

in addition to

all his

energies in extending protection to

came home

commission.

His second son, Henry C, enlisted in the Fifth Ohio
volunteer infantry, and served till his death.

for his family (wife

his post of duty.

As

the

required

American

citi-

In 1874 he

and daughter) by way of

His health

failing

he resigned

his

com-

came home by way of Europe in June, 1876.
In October or that year he removed to Mount Airy, and
finished his official life with six months' service as mayor

mission and

brave and gallant young

of that village.

While temporarily ab-

faithfully done.

it

Europe, and with them returned by the same route to

His third son, Nathan, enlisted in the Twelfth Kentucky volunteer infantry, and was commissioned first
He was a
lieutenant in company I of Third regiment.
ofificer.

the duties of the consulate.

country was cursed with constant revolutions,

>tS;'-

'fi^^i^e'C

V

'-rr^-x^^.

d-a^i-ai
0*£^$?^«^^j;0

;

G. H. W.

MUSEKAMP,

M. D.

W. Musekamp

Cheviot, was born

W. Musekamp, a practicing physician of
November 17, 1840. His father,
George Henry Musekamp, was also a member of

education in the private, the free schools, and in the

the medical fraternity, being a native of Prussia.

one year, 1856-57,

He was

near Charleston.

G. H.

and is indebted to that
country for a good literary and medical education
also for a good, amiable, loving Christian wife and
born June

27, 1802,

mother, formerly Miss

Dr. G. H.

high schools of Cincinnati, after which he taught for

Clermont county, in Goshen,
a thorough medical course of instruction under his father, and Dr.
George C. Blackman, of Cincinnati, and graduated
in the Ohio Medical
in

He then pursued

Johanna Goettenmuller.

for

set sail

1

,

gree of

family

the

in the year
86 1 receiving the de-

college

A few years after

marriage

received a good, liberal

M.D.

In

1

861

he was married to Miss

America

and landed with three
daughters, one being
born on the sea, in the
city of Baltimore.
This was in the year

Maria

1837; but they soon
that city, and in a

born

wagon made the

tedi-

ly afterwards the doc-

ous journey over the

tor settled in Cheviot,

H.

Elizabeth

Hilge of

and what
the

Cincinnati,
is

singular in

history

of

this

couple they were both
in

the

same

house, and immediate-

left

the winter of that year

where he has practiced
his profession ever

arrived in Cincinnati.

since,

They

about

AUeghanies,

located

and

first

in

street,
one
door east of Main, at

Abigail

to

Race

street,

extensive practice.
is

between Fourteenth and

Fif-

position, noted for his cordiality

and

added to

teenth streets, before which latter removal, however,

ing,

the wife and mother died.

She was born June 11,
and died February 14, 1845. In 1849 the
family removed to Green township, where Dr. Muse-

has

1804,

has been a

kamp

interest in public matters

spent the remainder of his days in the ardu-

ous pursuit of his profession.

August

now being

building up a large and

which place the subour sketch was
bdrn.
They next

ject of

moved

it

twenty years,
during which time he
has been successful in

on

His death occurred

31, 1874, leaving a familj^ of four children.

this

He

of an agreeable dis-

and warmth of

feel-

his efficiency in his profession

made him a host of warm friends. In politics he
warm supporter of the Union cause as ad-

vocated by the Republican party.

He takes a lively

and despite his heavy practice has been elected to and filled several offices, having filled that of township treasurer several times.
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comprizing Messrs. R. H. Fenton, W. L. Carson

citizens,

and N. Gregory, happening

to

meet

Biographical Sketches.

one of the central

in

groves of the township, the suggestion of a regular Har-

Home

was started by Mr. Fenton, and cordially acSeveral townships had previously
made spasmodic experiments in this direction, but had

vest

ceded

to

proved

all

The

failures after a short run.

foundations of

new Harvest Home were more strongly laid. Judge
Robert Moore was secured as president, and dratted the
Mr. Samuel W. Caroriginal constitution of the Home.
son, now vice-president, was also the first to fill this
office.
Mr. Joseph B. Boyd was secretary; Nehemiah
Gregory, treasurer; S. W. Carson, R. H. Fenton, James
Wise, Samuel Benn and James Veasey were directors.
A very hopeful organization was thus effected. The
the

next thing was to obtain memberships, at

and

It

was uphill business

fifty

cents apiece,

annual reunions have been held.
never failed of

its

The Home

has since

said that there are never less than ten thousand at

fruit, flowers,

excellent

An exhibition

and

interesting

of grain, vegetables,

garden products, bread, butter and other

grown or made

nowadays held
in connection with the Home, with premiums as at the
annual fairs, and the managers think of adding a series
of prizes for stock, poultry, improvement in farming implements and other exhibits.
The reunions are always
accompanied with a bountiful banquet, dancing upon a
articles

in the township,

platform erected for that purpose and
ciety,

and other amusements.

the celebrations, so far as
is

now

is

Liquor

is

owned by
is

the so-

never sold at

known.

Mr. E. C. Reemelin

No

political or sectarian

president of the home.

matters are allowed in any way to enter into

its

oper-

ations.

HISTORICAL NOTES.

Green township has just twice and a half the number
of inhabitants it had a half century ago.
The census of
1830 developed a population of one thousand nine hundred and eighty-five in the township; that of 1870 showed
four thousand three hundred and fifty-six; of 1880, six

thousand

six

hundred and

At one time,

now covered by Green township was
for seventy-five dollars.

sold at

whole
sheriff''s

tract

sale

After the original proprietorship

& Sims, it was owned mainly by Generals
Harrison and Findlay, and Judge Burnet, of Cincinnati,

of Bendinot

for

whom

it

was sold out

onel E. T. Carson,

now

in parcels

and

township,

His

immigrated from

Wills,

new world about

Ireland to the
brother,

this

of his family.

sides

the year

1780, with a

settled in eastern Pennsylvania for a time, but

shortly afterwards

removed

to the present

Kentucky, upon or near the
was among the

site

Fleming county,

He

of Flemingsburgh.

earliest pioneers to this part of the

"dark

and bloody ground," and was driven from his improvements by the marauding savages as many as three times,

When

pelled to bring
iron, to

to

remain away

preparing for
all

for the period of

flight,

two

Mr. Wills was com-

his farming utensils in

which there was

prevent their falling into the hands of the Indians.

He had many

troubles with the redskins,

and

for a long

moJames Wills is believed to have been a native of
county Down, Ireland, so also was the maternal grandfather, George Dowler. He came to this country in 1790,
and likewise located in eastern Pennsylvania, where he
died some years afterwards.
His son, George Dowler,
jr., was a man of marked ability, and became a promiperiod could hardly consider his

secure at any

life

ment.

nent minister in the Methodist Episcopal church.

When

removed westward, he was kept behind in
Wheeling, through his mother's fear of the Indians, and
his family

grew to manhood in that place.

After the death of the

widow married James Grimes, of eastern Pennsylvania. They removed to Hagerstown, in the
same State, and remained there until 1795, when they
came to Newtown, in Anderson township, Hamilton
elder Dowler, his

county, Ohio,
region.

days, in

being

among

the very

first settlers

of this

Here Mr. Grimes spent the remainder of his
the peaceful pursuits of agriculture, and died

about four years

after his immigration.

Samuel, son of James, and father of

was born

at the

pioneer

home

Thomas

Wills,

near Flemingsburgh, Ken-

tucky.

He

became

proficient in all branches of the business.

and
About
1808 he went to Newtown, in search of work, and there
met Miss Mary, daughter of James Grimes and Mrs.
Dowler Grimes, aforesaid, whom he married the next
year.
He died in 1822, when Thomas was but seven
About two years afterwards Mrs. Wills was
years old.
united in marriage to William Hatfield, a shoemaker at
learned the trade

of a

stone-mason,

Thomas was the third son of the previous
Upon the remarriage of his mother, he lived

Newtown.

eighty-nine.

in the early day, nearly the

one of the best known

Cheviot in

James

grandfather,

once being obliged

The last meeting was in Carson's grove, August
when at least ten thousand people were present

speeches were made.

paternal

of

on both

lineage

years.

25, 1880,

number of

of Irish

addressed

perienced a wet or unfavorable day at the appointed

(it is

is

village

but finally

annual celebration, and has never ex-

the meetings), and a

of the

citizens

Home

good results were reached, especially by Mr. Fenton, who
had obtained a large number of memberships in the city.
The first gathering to celebrate the "Harvest Home" was
held the next year, August i6, 1861, in Carson's grove,
half a mile north of Cheviot, where most or all of the

WILLS, ESQ.

This venerable gentleman,

for a time,

to this the principal officers of the

themselves.

time.

THOMAS

by the others.

by the father of Col-

chief of pohce in that city.

union.

with his grandmother three years, and

then returned

home, where he learned the trade of shoemaking with
his stepfather, and followed it in the paternal shop until
In 1839
the age of seventeen, when he left Newtown.
he removed to Cheviot, in Green township. Nine years
after

he was married

to

Miss Eliza Richardson, by

whom

he has had seven children, of whom three are still living.
He continued the boot and shoe business and remained

THOMAS

WILLS.

FRANK FRONDORF.
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at

as long as

it

He

he was able to work.

was soon

called,

two hundred and forty acres, the amount of which he

however, to the performance of public duties, in which

owns

he was more or

Creek house.

When

he

less

in

settled

engaged

rather scarce; he was hence,

for

in a

tice of the

peace

service was

official

manner, forced into

prominent positions which he would not
asked or accepted.

life.

Cheviot that region was almost

and material

entirely isolated,

the rest of his

all

voluntarily-

have

For twenty-nine years he was a

jus-

in this

township, retaining remarkable

and commanding general approval by the
and impartiality of his decisions. For thirty-

popularity,
integrity

one

human

years, the entire period of a generation of the

he was postmaster

race,

In 1865 he was

at Cheviot.

chosen by his fellow citizens to a yet more responsible
as director of the county infirmary,

position,

thrice reelected, serving in

with entire

tion,

board and

three terms in that posi-

all,

acceptance to

to his constituents.

and was

He

died Sunday, February 27, 1881, in the sixty-sixth

year of his age, leaving abundance of proof that the

was as glorious and peaceful as had
his relations

at the Mill

and making

in all several years service as a hired

hand, by which he saved earnings sufficient to

start

him

as a farmer.

Frondorf moved

After Mr.

farm the young

to his

couple began a system of labor and economy that laid

They not only worked
and economized, being sparing of their earnings, but
they added improvements, from time to time, to their
the basis of their future wealth.

home

little

until

now

somewhat

their beautiful place

They

sembles a miniature town.

re-

not only have an ele-

gant mansion (the second one, the

first burned down)
and repose of themselves, but by a singular
common only to the most industrious and

for the rest

foresight,

thriving classes of society, have looked as closely after

on account of increasing infirmities and disabiliand has since declined to assume official duties.

life

worked two years

the wants and necessities of their stock and domestic

service,

been the purity of

hotel,

also

This was previous to going to the Buckeye

then declined further

associates

ties;

sunset of his

He

at present.

of the

his

He

3"

toward his

men.

-fellow

brutes as to themselves.
Phillip, the oldest brother, joins

came

farms with Frank.

He

America in 1837.
George Frank Frondorf, the father, lived in Iowa until
His wife died in 1843. He was a shoemaker,
1856.
and also owned a fine farm, but seemed never contented
in America, and died in the seventy-third year of his
to

age in the year 1856.

The

two years of

last

his life

were spent with his son Frank in Ohio.

FRANK FRONDORF.
Frank Frondorf, an enterprising

member

Mr. Frondorf has also been a useful

about

farmer,, lives

ciety

in various ways.

He

of so-

was the founder and chief

two miles from Cheviot, Green township, on the Cleves

supporter of the Catholic church in Cheviot, being not

His farm consists of over two hundred acres
of choice lands, which he has secured for a homestead,

only the prime mover but a munificent giver until the

having bought the same in parts

having furnished the brick for the building himself.

turnpike.

times as op-

at different

portunity and business prosperity would permit.

His

father,

George Frank Frondorf,

Elizabeth, their daughter,

Henry

Christopher, and
after their arrival

—

left

—the

is

his wife Catharine,

sons, Phillip, Frank,

youngest who died soon

Hesse Darmstadt

1840, and after landing in

the State of Iowa,

and four

in

New York made

church building was erected and the church established,

The son

the father of three children.

He

has charge of

the farm entire, Mr. Frondorf having retired from busi-

ness altogether.

One daughter

is

remains

Sisters of Charity; the other

member

a
at

of the

home.

the year

their

way

to

where the father and part of the

DANIEL

family remained.

ISGRIG.

Frank Frondorf came back to Ohio after a short stay
of three months, and began life working for himself, remaining thereafter in Hamilton county.
He was born

oldest residents of the county, having

the tenth of March,

the time since which period has resided in the immedi-

18 19; was about twenty-one years

when he first began working for
who kept the tavern at the Seven Mile

of age

stay here of three years

H. Fenton,

R.

house.

he worked about

After a

five years at

& Anderson, who were proDuring the second year of his stay at the last

Daniel

30,

Isgrig, of

1796, in

Dent, Green township,

ate vicinity of his present
lish

and

his

one of the

is

been born June
Baltimore county, Maryland, and most of
home.

His father

mother of German descent.

Daniel, was born in Maryland,

March

2,

is

of Eng-

His

1775,

father,

and died

the Buckeye house for Reid

in Ripley county, Indiana, July 17, 1854.

prietors.

Rachel Barns, was the eldest daughter of John Barns;
was born in Virginia, March 22, 1760. She died in Rip-

named

place

he became acquainted with

Elizabeth Kcelling, from Melle Hanover,
this

Miss Mary
who came to

country alone in the year 1842, arriving

first

in

New

ley county, Indiana,

August

both buried near Moor's

16, r8s4.

hill,

in the

The

His mother,

parents were

above named county,

Orleans, from there coming to Cincinnati,

where the father died

married Mr. Frondorf in the year 1846.

widow was the mother of seventeen children, one hundred
and twenty-three grandchildren, and one hundred and
ten great-grandchildren, and before she died could say to
her daughter, "Arise, daughter, and go to your daughter,

December

26, 1818.

The young

where she
She was born

couple, after working two

or three years longer in the hotel,

added

their

pennies

together and bought eighty acres of the present homestead,

to

thirty to

which they added,
fifty

acres,

until

at different times,

finally

from

the farm increased to

for

in the eightieth year of his age.

His

you daughter's daughter hath a daughter."

William,

the

great-grandfather,

came from England
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He

about the year 1725.
Daniel, the last

Mr.

ject.

had two

named betng

Isgrig's father

Michael and

sons,

the grandfather of our sub-

being born in the time of the

From

ridge.

having burned his father's barn, and committing other
depredations that caused fear and alarm to the family.

daughter of

to the Alleghany mountains,

and remained there
until 1789, when the family removed to Maysville, Kentucky, going down the Monongahela and the Ohio rivers
eight miles above Fort Cumberland,

The

in a boat.

usual hardships of a pioneer

the Indians as well as in

many

with

life

other respects, were ex-

perienced by the family, and as usual

many

venture and heroism could here be told.

tales of ad-

Suffice

it

to

where he

name being Mary Underwood, and from which

wife's

moved

to Taylor's creek,

In 1841 he was married the second time, his second

Revolution gave him some opportunity of witnessing the
consequences of the war. The Tories were troublesome,

After the war his father

moved

here he

lived nine years, but returned in 1880.

union he was blessed with three children

now Mrs. Marks

this wife,

:

Viola, the

has her abode

with her father; Robert, a son, was nine months in the

war of the Rebellion, and a regular nine years

His third

war.

union he

is

still

living;

after the

from

this

the father of one child,' and of eighteen

is

children in

Miss Seal,

wife,

all.

Mr. Isgrig

is

of a hardy, robust nature, has seldom ex-

perienced sickness during his long, eventful

life,

and has

been a character of some position and influence during
His education was necessarily limited, having
his time.

say Mr. Isgrig's father was a bold

mastered the rudiments of an education more by sheer

ble

contact with the problems of

and daring man, capaof enduring what would have overthrown most men,

and withal was a

strict

man

in his family,

observing the

Christian duties of a father and husband himself

In

—nor
years

life

than from

instruction

For thirty
and over he was the principal surveyor of his
in this

do we

him unsuccessful.

find

1806 the family removed to Green township, Hamilton

county, and during that period, but few roads or farm.s,

county, Ohio, where Daniel Isgrig, the subject of this

and

sketch was married, in the year 1817, to Miss Elizabeth

his glazing axe.

McMahcn.

serving for different parties at different times.

83 1 he bought the present homestead, consisting
of seventy-three acres, living for a time at Mt. Healthy,

also for a

In

1

but at the above

named time moved

to

present

the

etc.,

township have escaped from

tracts of lands of his

so

He

was

also,

many

years, administrator,

number of years notary public, township
that in summing up his life, we find him

been a very useful and prominent

citizen of his

He

was

trustee,

to

have

county.

homestead two miles north of Dent, on the Pleasant

HARRISON.
HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION.
This township had

new

its

territory

need of a

origin in the manifest

municipality for the convenience of the increasing

population in the northwestern part of the county, which
in

1853 caused the erection by the county commissioners

of Harrison from Crosby and Whitewater townships.
is

the

northernmost

township

of

the

county.

It

Its

many

than so

some divergence
tier, making some

The

be.

central

exactly full sections, by reason of

of meridian lines in the easternmost
of them a little broader than should
and western tiers are beautifully regular

squares, appropriately exact.

The

acres of the township

number eleven thousand one hundred and
Harrison township

lies

chiefly

in

forty-seven.

the valleys of the

dry fork of Whitewater, at the southeast quarter of sec-

Whitewater and Dry fork of the Whitewater, giving its
surface a generally flat and fertile character. The former

range one, township three; thence

stream enters from Indiana upon section nineteen, half a

boundary

lines are wholly

tion thirty-three,

in

artificial,

and begin on the

thence

mile south of Harrison village, and flows in a tortuous

north six miles to the Butler county line; thence east

course of about three miles through four western and

three miles to the northeast corner of section four; thence

southern sections of the township to

westward three miles to the county and State

south to the place of beginning.

line;

Dearborn county,

diana, lies next to the westward; Butler county

In-

on the

nearly half

Dry

its

point of exit

way across the southern township

line.

The

fork skirts the southern half of the eastern line, with

and

and an exceedingly winding course,

north; four miles of Crosby and two miles of White-

several ins

water townships on the east; and Whitewater township

leaving the township finally almost exactly at the south-

on the

east corner.

south.

Harrison

lies

altogether

upon Congress

west half of the third township, range one.
tains eighteen sections of land,

land, in the
It

which cover a

thus con-

little

more

ing into the

outs,

Lee's creek, with two other tributaries flow-

Dry

fork in

Crosby township, partly or wholly
and some of

intersect the northeastern part of Harrison;

the headwaters of Whitewater river, flowing to the west of

RICHARD CALVIN.
at the old family homestead
His
Bucks county, Pennsylvania, February i, t8o6.
father, Joshua, was of German extraction, and held the
office of captain at Marker's -Hook, below Philadelphia,
All his grandparents were born and
in the War of 1812.
grew up to young manhood and early womanhood at or

Richard Calvin was born

in

office

the

near Doylestown, the county seat.

War

ware,

Settled,

raised

a

large

and public importance.
about 1822.

It

He

and though not

family,

wealthy, was a powerful factor in

islature

At the close of

of 1812, his father bought a farm on the Dela-

all

enterprises of private

served two terms in the leg-

was at the old homestead that

Kingwood,
near
Hunterdon county.

education.

New

All

the fashion then, he

were farmers, except

attended school dur-

on

ing the w^inter months

Jersey.

his

grandfather

liis

father's side,

was a

miller,

Richard received his

who
but who

Mathematics

only.

was

devoted most of his

As was

his favorite study,

all

and from his natural
talents
more than
anything else, was en-

took an active part in

abled in after years

time to agricultural

They

pursuits.

Revolution and

the

on

their

to

for public contracts.

names.

His

At twenty-two years

was

of age he

father

for many years justice

and

had

six children,

his

grandfather

and
Up-

each

of

out

oldest

Easton.

This was

'V his first

public con-

*

i\

and mother were the

tract.

He

next em-

ployed himself in

His father

family.

building a

in

canal from Bristol to

father

Calvin's

Easton and

with Isaac Otis, en-

gaged

children.

ten

home,

there, in partnership

Calvin

grandfather

left

went between Bristol

His

of the peace.

Mr.

draft

credit

mother's

dike

compute and

much

reflected

dam on

seventy-seven

erecting a

his

mother

Schuylkill

eighty-five

years,

ing a railroad from

Bucks county, Penn-

Port Clinton to
Mockway. Here he
became acquainted with Miss Martha Hann, an English
They were married at Readgirl, a resident of Pottsville.
ing, Pennsylvania, in 1831, and settled at the same place
for a time.
Anna, his first child, was born at Reading in

died

at

years,
at

and

being

sylvania,

the

seat of their death.

name.

Susan Ann was

his mother's given

Richard Calvin had four brothers and

—-Jonathan,

six sisters

Katie, Grace, Clara See, Fannie, Rebecca,

Samuel, Luther, Susan, William.

Nearly

all

the family

are dead, while those remaining are scattered throughout

the land.

Richard was born

at

Erwinna, a noted post

1832.

He

next

and

the

build-

contracted for building an inclined

plane railway, very heavy work, over Broad mountain,

RICHARD CALVIN.

MRS.
which was the

inclined railway in Pennsylvania.

first

He

next migrated to Michigan, because of non-employment
Porter was governor then, and on him

in Pennsylvania.

Calvin called and was treated kindly.

ond year
six or

Black

after the

Hawk

war.

Her brothers
to carry on mining in the Eastern States.
were active in the cause of freedom, and early gave their
now

Here he bought

are large, strong, powerful men.

seven hundred acres of land, paid for

it

in cash,

Joseph

and

family of twelve children

animals were

of

On

is

who

Bettie, wife of

;

George

Huston, who has two
daughters and one son;
C.

health,

and Mattie

losing two of their house-

hold.

She

third in line.

son

^

overtook
ill

one out of a
Only three
of her children live: Anna,

—the

has four daughters and one

wild

in profusion

and here, too,
them death and

account of these

Thomas

(wife of

son

Taylor,

ex-mayor

of

Mark

P.

disasters the farm was sold,

of

and from Michigan they
changed to Logansporti

Taylor) whose husband

In

bridges.

1

837 he

took

contracts

bridges and canals.

he

changed

to

and educa-

In politics

Richard Calvin

tion

lo-

vorably known.

cated in Indianapolis, and
again

Then
Putnam

elected

him

sheriff

By

nature he

to

accumulate

second

daughter, Bettie, was born,
1840.

In

1

84 1 the State

admirable and worthy of

tired

Mr.

Calvin

re-

from business on ac-

count of

In

honest and

is

is

rison, Ohio, turning his at-

property;

by nature he

esteem.

Har-

adapted

is

benevolent;

became bankrupt, and then

tention to agriculture.

by a

by nature he

a change was made

to

i86.'5

party

majority of five thousand.

county, took morecontracts,
his

is fa-

In

the Republican

for

and

here, too,

is

county.

contracted in building locks

and

Cincinnati,

deputy sheriff of the

While here he

Indiana.

is

They

wife of Charles Hilts,

Indians

river.

manner

all

them

of

a government collector at Detroit, Michigan.

and began farming on the
St.

One

time and means to their chosen land.

This was the sec-

failing

eyesight;

he may

1844 his daughter Mattie
was born. Again, in 1845,

and though

at the earnest solicitation of

of

the Whitewater Canal com-

has been a successful one,

the

river,

between Brookville and Lawrenceburgh.

Mrs. Calvin was born in England, and came to the
United State? when a child, and grew to womanhood at
Pottsville, Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania.

many more
His
happiness.

yet see

pany, he engaged in building and improving dams on

Her

parents

were prominent miners, and brought men from England

feeble,

years
life

all his trials and tribulations, has been above
Exposure and hardship often bring to light
admirable qualities in men, and in Mr. Calvin's case
No one can lay to
they certainly produced this result.

and amidst
reproach.

his action

an uncharitable deed.

MR.

STEPHEN BURK

the second son, and third child, of Ulick and

is

Rachel (Jones) Burk, of Baltimore county, Mary-

them born and

land, both of

raised there.

had nine children, besides Stephen
and three sons
(died

daughters

—John, Nancy, Elisha, Mary, Sarah

infancy), Elizabeth, Rachel, Susan,

in

and

John, Stephen, and Elisha, the three old-

Ulick.
est

si.x

They

He

county, Maryland.
Irish stock,

on the

now Mrs. George

that

day and

and character.

home

He

widow of
now deceased,

Fayette

The

county,

are

still

man

of intelligence

the

labors of the farm'

except one year, when

he took
in

partnership

a

country

a

store

at

Alquina, Fayette coun-

a

ty,

Indiana

—

of

his

father

and

Lemon,

ana),

as a

care of his parents and

Swales,

and Rachel (Mrs. Joshua

farmer

life

south of Harrison, devoting himself to the

Indiana,

in

educated

remained a bachelor at the old

miles southwest of

Harrison,

He was

neighborhood, and has acquitted

himself through a long

a widow, residing four to
five

somewhat remotely of

to the limited extent attainable in the schools of

and Mary,

children,

is

father's side.

had gone to

Indi-

He

home.

living.

both

until

mother

their long

staid

some

years longer upon

parents removed in

1809 from Maryland to

paternal

the

during

estate,

the tract about one mile

which he was married,

south

June

Harrison, on

of

the State line,

now own-

16,

Martha

1875, to Miss

Eliza

Pruden,

ed by their son Stephen,

of Harrison village.

where Mrs. Burk's father

the February following

already

had

Here they
of their

he

settled.

lives,

January

16,

third or

in

his eighty-fifth year,

1864; and the mother

in

eighty-fourth year, dying

her eighty-

February

22,

September

turnpike, one mile southeast of Harrison, where he
is

to the

Miami

24, 1807, at

his par-

country, having been born
the old

home

in

Baltimore

spending a tranquil old age,

in quite

tolerable

health for his years, and with the remembrance of
a

Stephen Burk was two years old when

came

the
resi-

him on the Cincinnati

— the father

1866.

ents

to

elegant

dence now occupied by

and both

of them died here in a

good old age

removed

pleasant,

lived the rest

In

life

He
sion,

well spent to cheer him.

has been no office-seeker, and on one occa-

when nominated

for a local

tioneered vigorously against his

office,

he elec-

own candidacy,

MRS. STEPHEN BURK.

He

has been

scription

school

a hfe-long Democrat, however, and ahvays goes to

hausted.

She

and succeeded

defeating himself.

in

the poUs to deposit his vote.
cast for

dency of the United States.

any of the

•connected with

His

Andrew Jackson

General

He

first

refinement, and

of pedagogic

never has been

religious

but has been satisfied to

societies,

vote was

for the Presi-

or

live

secret

a

self-

is

In

1

when

the public

money was ex-

unusual culture and

a lady of

remembers with pleasure her days

life.

87 1 she embarked

village, in a millinery

business in Harrison

in

and

notion store, in

ladies'

which she remained about four years,

until shortly

contained and independ-

before her marriage with

ent

Mr. Burk.

life.

Mrs. Burk

the

is

and

ter of

James and Sarah

(

third

Dearborn county, Indiana.

She was born

that county, but

diana

side,

teenth of

in

in

Har-

20,

1876,

and Martha Es-

tella,

who

was

born

November 20,
She is a member

1879.

of the

church

Presbyterian

on the In-

rison village,

chil-

James,

who was born June

of

Pruden,

)

— Stephen

dren

daugh-

child

Swales

They have two

fifth

in

on the eigh-

Harrison, and has lived

April,

in the faith of that de-

She remained

1

84 1.

nomination

home

at

her

since

has been

during her girlhood and

childhood.

youth, receiving her ed-

the faith of her father

ucation

in

the

schools,

and

terms

the

Ohio Fe-

male College,

at College

Hill.

in

for

ancestors

for

several generations,

and

and

village

two

It

of

his

most of her

rela-

tives.

Her mother

For about twelve

coming with her parents

to

is

Eng-

Dearborn

years, beginning with the year 1859, she taught in

lish-born,

country suburbs, either on the public or subscrip-

county, Indiana, in June, in the year 1831, and

tion foundation
attested

by the

;

and her popularity

fact that her teaching

to three districts in the

home,

in

in this

work

is

was confined

Her

of an engagement, and could always get a sub-

came
in

1

father

is

is

England, or Episcopal faith

Both of her parents are

neighborhood of her old

one or the other of which she was ever sure

the Church of

of

still living.

of English and

Irish stock,

and

to this part of the country with his parents

8 16.
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JOSEPH

HAYES.

H.

Joseph H. Hayes was born April 8, 1824, in Whitewater township,
one mile below Elizabethtown, on the Great Miami. His grandfather,

the

Job, was probably of German descent, and died three months before
his son Job, the father of Joseph H., was born.
His death was caused

and

by sickness contracted while coming down the Ohio from Pittsburgh.
His grandmother, Bulah Tussey, was born in Philadelphia, and came
She was of Yankee origin.
to South Bend in 1791.

Joseph
mother's

from

Hayes,

Pennsylvania,

carried on a sort of co-partnership.

By

his

Bartholomew
same

State,

1840.

His

Charies being dead; Job
Enos, Isaac D.,
and Joseph G. are living, none of whom are

W.

or
to

county,

dren

de-

Hayes

were
large,
men. With

family

people quite

same was common.

His

is

ture has

one out

gains.
fifteen

a few years took a lease
on real
estate,
made
money, and soon moved

been accumulated,

across the Big IVIiami to a

cleared

more favorable site. Here
he bought one hundred
and ninety acres of land,
mostly on the hill, but

dollars.

for

made

ars,

;

ship

several

in

the

pur-

Job Hayes,

In the spring of

paying two

debt
due.

thirty

a farm of

married

moved

fifty acres,

busily

on it,
engaged

choice

of his

28,

wife died in 1873, being

H.

Joseph
his

eight

W.

remained

parents

until

all

outside of the paroof,

ents providing

By

his

par-

him with common

his active work, at the

necessities

— clothes, boots and food

age of twenty-one,

he had accumulated

three hundred dollars, his mother acting as banker.

becoming of age he worked
earning in

cents per month, five months.
deal,

and returned

The first year after
summer season,

for his father during the

all sixty-five dollars.

In the

with his cousin, Stephen B. Hayes,

good

acres

In

of Stephen

Garrison,

dred dollars.

the while accumulating

rental

the

paying

seven thousand two hun-

twenty-one years of age,

money

in
life.

1869 he bought seventy-

seventy-eight years of age.

with

owned
had
and was

he

1816,

jr.,

June

thou-

became

it

When

Middletown, Ohio. His

his cousin

he

hundred

the remaining

before

at sev-

enty-eight years of age.

at

seven

three thousand dol-

ing

In 1846 he moved-

and died

had
and

after

sand cash and discount-

he remained seven

to Iowa,

year

first

1855, the second month,
he purchased fifty acres

In iVIiami town-

years.

of a

rewarded him

with
handsome
At twenty-eight
hundred
dollars

Job, settled
below Elizabethtown for
father.

chases.

five

of five,
three
brothers and two sisters.
Since marrying, agricul-

strong, active
his mother's

sons and

five of
the
family being dead. Mrs.

his father's side his

ancestors

the

—six

daughters,

scent.

On

,

married.
Mr. Hayes is
one out of eleven chil-

and died near
grandmother

Hayes was of Swiss

Wilson and

Alice,

remained as a farmer and

and then moved

—six

and one daughter,

sons

land county, Indiana, and

1837,

marriage seven

this

children were born

to Switzer-

1836

time

this

H. Taylor, son-in-law of General Harrison, performing the ceremony.
Mrs. Hayes was of Kentucky extraction; born in Indiana April 5, 1834.

county,

machinist until

At the expiration of

he rented land of his cousin, Charles G. Guard, and worked four years.
September 23, 1852, he married Sarah J. IVIyer, Colonel William H.

came

father,

Chester

money was hard to collect. His notes he did not care to discount,
and, by persuasion of his cousin Stephen, leased land for three years,

to

summer
work

of 1846 he

for ten dollars

engaged
and fifty

In 1847 he visited Iowa, prospected a

in the fall to collect the three

which had been loaned, and returned

to the State

hundred

of his

dollars,

fatlier.

But

February,

t88o, he added again,
and now owns two hundred and seventy acres of
good tillable land
Mr Hayes is iem-\rkable as a flat-boat man, making five round trips from Lawrenceburgh to New Orleans.
Religiously, Mr. and Mrs. Hayes are members of the Methodist

Episcopal church, the former for twenty-three years, the latter for the

same length of

time.

Educationally, both belong to that class of people
contact with the world, by labor and industry.

deeds hang

in

clusters

many virtues, and many

who

develop by

Great and generous

about them, friends respect and admire their
aspire to reach so envied a character.

—

MR. M.

S.

BONNELL.

Marcus Seneca Bonnell, a prosperous farmer, occupying a beautiful
residence on the dividing line between Harrison and Crosby townships,
five miles northeast from Harrison and two miles northwest from New
Haven, is a grandson of Aaron Bonnell, who came to the Miami country in 1805, with his brothers Benjamin and Paul, and his married sisa strong delegation for one family at one
ters, Rhoda and Abigail
They were all children of Benjamin and Rachel Bonnell, who
time.
"^ame from England and settled in New Jersey, where their family was
reared.
The father was drowned in the East river, near New York,
with ten others, November 10, 1798, on a boat crossing from the city to
Brooklyn, upon which a number of casks of rum rolled to one side
and overturned the frail vessel, with the terrible results above noted.
He was then seventy-five years old. His wife survived him until 1812,
when she departed this Ufe, in the eighty-fifth year of her age. Aaron,
the seventh child and fifth son, w'as born March 4, 1759, it is believed
He was a brother-in-law to Judge Othin Essex county, New Jersey.
niel Looker, the distinguished pioneer who settled near Harrison in
t8oi
they having married twin sisters ^Judge Looker Pamelia, and
Mr. Bonnell Rachel Clark, They had six children two daughteis and
four sons, of whom the father of the subject of our sketch was one
Clark Bonnell, born November 18, 1790, in New Jersey.
His father,
Aaron, was the only one of the Bonnell colony who settled in Hairison
(formerly Crosby) township, the others stopping in the neighborhood of
Carthage, and taking farms there. Aaron entered the northwest quarter of section eighteen, due north of the subsequent site of Harrison
village, in the valley of the Whitewater, improved the place, and remained there until his death. During his lifetime he drew a pension as
an artificer for the Government during the war of the Revolution.
His
wife also died upon the old place near Harrison.
Some time before the
death of his parents, Clark Bonnell, who had learned, in part, the trade
of a shoemaker in New York State, before the removal of the family to
the west, was married to Miss Elsey Wykoff, of a family residing near
Harrison, on the Indiana side, and removed to the village, where he
pursued his trade for many years, and then removed to a country
neighborhood in Ross township, Butler county, five miles from Hamilton, where he continued to follow his business.
Remaining here about
five years, he removed to New London, Butler county, where he lost
his wife by death. She was born February 7, 1794, and died in September, 1835.
Her husband died in Cincinnati in 1864, in the seventyfourth year of his age.
Their children numbered nine, of whom Marcus Seneca was the third, and the oldest son.
He was born upon the
old place near Harrison, in a cabin where his father was then residing,
November 8, 1816. He had some schooling in the poor "subscription
schools" of that day, which he attended for brief periods, as the pressing labors of the farm and workshop would allow, and in due time
learned his father's trade, beginning to help in a small way when he was
but nine years of age.
He did not take kindly to the business, as it
was too confining, and he was strongly predisposed to farm life; so he

—

:

—

—

MRS. M.

S.

BONNELL.

For about
did litde at shoemaking after he was fifteen years of age.
eight years he served as a farm hand at various places in Hamilton and
Butler counties, by the month or year, and for the next two years
worked Judge Anderson's farm in Butler county, "on shares." 'Then
for two years he similarly farmed the old place near Harrison, which
had become the possession of his grandmother. He also managed it a
Messrs.
similar terra for the purchasers of the farm after her death
George Arnold and Peter Riffner. The latter was father of Martha R.,
who became the wife of Mr. Bonnell December 8, 1S42. He was now
residing on a rented farm on the other side of the Whitewater, in the
edge of Indiana, where he remained a year and removed to the Frost
This he ocfarm, on Lee's creek, in the north part of the township.
cupied, on five-year leases, for the period of fifteen years, and so successfully that he was enabled to purchase the one-hundred-and-fortyacre tract upon which he now lives, in 1856, two years before his last
To this he removed at the expiration of his lease, and
lease expired.
here he has since resided, adding one hundred and fourteen acres to his
original purchase, and making a farm of such high excellence and reputadon that the award of the premium offered in 1880. by the Hamilton
County Agricultural society, for "the best farm of forty or more acres,
in the general plan of buildings, fields, fences, and
the skill shown in drainage and general cultivation of the several kinds

—

,"
was made to
of crops, in care of stock, implements, and tools, etc.
Mr. Bonnell, after careful inspection of his place by a committee of the
society.
He has, among other improvements, as many as twenty-two
and one-fourth miles of under-draining. In i860 he built the fine residence in which he now lives, and which appears to advantage in our
He has devoted himself to his business,
illustration of his premises.
He has
taking little interest in politics and holding no public offices.
been for many years a member of the lodge of Odd Fellows of Harrison.
Mrs. Martha Riley Bonnell was the third daughter of Peter and
Elizabeth Riffner, and was born February 11, 1815, at the old home
near Harrison village. She is still surviving, in a hale and happy age.
Their children have been:
Elizabeth Isabel, born September 23, 1843; married John S. Bowles,
of Harrison township, December 22, 1866, a farmer, who went to
South America in 1874 and is believed to be dead. She now resides
with her parents.
Clark Marion, born March 18, 1845; married Sarah Butts September
II, 1872: died January 21, 1880.
Peter Riffner, born April 20, 1847, died May 22, 1874.
William Riffner, born March 30, 1849; married Miss Jennie Cook
December 5, 1870; lives in Henry county, Indiana, a carpenter.
Stephen Easton, born June 21, 1851; died May 6, 1875.
Elsey Ahce, born May 5, 1853; married William Butts, a farmer ot
Crosby township, February 29, 1872; died March 26, 1873.
Angeline, born March 21, 1855; died September 10, 1855.

Emma

"ip^^.
MR. JAMES CAMPBELL.
James Campbell, inventor of
drill, and sole manufacturer of

Campbell Improved corn and seed

the

same

at his Pioneer Drill works'in

Harrison village, was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, April 15,
1817.

He

is

of Scotch-Irish

descent, on his father's side descended

from the famous Clan Campbell, and on

his mother's side a Harper.
His maternal grand-parents were Alexander and Nancy (Adams)
Harper. The Harpers came from Ireland to America in 1794, bringing

—

William, Alexander, James, Mary, Margaret, and SidMargaret was born in Donegal, Ireland, October 31, 1787, and
was married in 1806 to Andrew Campbell, of Scotch blood, but a native of Londonderry, born July 18, 1774, who had come to this country
His mother was a Stewart, and he had three sisters, also a
in 1801.
brother, John, who was a soldier in the Scotch Grevs in the battle of
Waterloo, and was killed there. The children of Margaret and Andrew Campbell were John, Mary, William, Alexandria, James, Martha,
George, Charles, Andrew Jackson, and one who died in infancy
all
born in Chester county, Pennsylvania. Alexander came to the west in
His brothers Wil1836, and settled in Harrison as a wagon-maker.
They were both
liam and James followed him thither two years later.
blacksmiths, and opened a shop for the prosecution of their business.
They were inventive and enterprising, and manufactured a number of
implements then new in the country, as cultivators and double-shovel
Before that corn had been cultivated in that region simply with
plows.
harrows, single-shovel plows, and three-hoe flukes. They also introduced
a patent spring for wagons, which took the place of the wooden affairs
used on the "Dearborn wagons." In 1841 or 1842 Alexander made
two corn drills, which failed to do the work, and in 1849 the brothers bought the right of the " Dickey drill" and began manufacturing
them.
It had a roller which ran over the corn after it was dropped,
and if the ground was wet it packed the earth on the corn, making a
crust and preventing the corn from growing.
In 1859 they invented a
corn drill, placing the drive-wheel in front and covering the corn with
shears.
It failed, however, in the dropping and driving arrangements.
Up to this time James assisted his brother, but the latter becoming
discouraged, James then took it into his own hands, aud invented two
other drills, which also failed.
In 1863 he invented one on the princiciple according to which he is now manufacturing, which is in general
use throughout the south and west.
In 1877 he added"'some improvements for dropping cotton as well as corn and other small seeds, and
fertilizing
drill.
also made it a
He adopts for his nnplement the name
"Pioneer drill," because it was the first successful one of the kind, and
Over seventy-five thousand are now in
is still in advance of all others.
use in different parts of America and Europe. One of his nephews,
James A. Campbell, was formerly associated with him in business, but
recently retired, and Mr. Campbell conducts it alone.
He has been
six children

MARIA CAMPBELL.

MRS.

the

ney.

—

successful from the time of his

humble beginnings

reaping

in HaiTison,

and has added
His blacksmith-shop occu-

the rewards of industry, intelligence, and enterprise,
largely to his facilities for manufacturing.

pies one building, the machine-shop another,

and still another is used
and shipping of the drills. His manufactory,
Sycamore and Walnut streets, is just opposite the spot
where he began business in the village in 1839. Several times, howfor the putting together

at the corner of

he has suffered reverses, being once entirely burnt out. the

ever,

last

day of August, 1867. Since then bis business has steadily increased,
and he has now the largest manufactory of any kind in Harrison, on
For some years he was a Free and Accepted Mason,
the Ohio side.

much attention to the order. With
member of the Christian or Disciple church.

but has not for some time given
nearly

He

all his

family,

he

is

a

having been opposed to slavery exVan Buren, and Taylor campaign, when
Kinderhook statesman on the Free Soil ticket, and
voted steadily with that party until Republicanism was organized.
Mrs. IVTaria (Matsenbaugh) Campbell is of Pennsylvania German
Her father, as
stock, daughter of Samuel and Rachel Matsenbaugh.
well as Andrew Campbell, of her husband's family, was a volunteer of
is

a Republican

in political faith,

tension ever since the Cass,

he voted

for the

War of

the

1812.

Her parents moved from Pennsylvania

Columbiana county,

to

New

Lis-

an early day, and thence to Harrison
father, born August 9, 1794, in Virher mother, born in Maryland
ginia, died here December 24, 1850
March i, 1799, also died here July r4, i868. Maria remained at home
with her parents until her marriage with Mr. Campbell, June 17, 1849,
bon,

at

Her

shortly before her marriage.

;

since which time her history has been identified with that of her hus-

band.

and
all

She

is

likewise a

member

of the Christian church in Harrison,

and mother, and

faithfully discharges her various duties as wife

other relations of

in

life.

Their children have been
Sarah Louisa, born May

:

1850

i,

Angle, born October 29, 1851
Hattie Belle, born March

F. Orr; residing in Harrison,

;

died twenty-two d_ays thereafter.

;

residing with her parents.

married July 26, 1874, to George
Mr. Orr being an assistant of his father-in-

7,

1853

;

law.

Benjamin Franklin, born October
of

membranous

21, 1855;

died

December

5,

1859,

croup.

Ella Dora, born February 24, 1859; book-keeper in her father's office.

Albert Martin, born August 30, i860; at home, head machinist in his
father's establishment.

Harry Ogden, born November
father's

4,

schools.

1864;

also

an assistant

in

his

manufactory.

Elmore Edward, born September

29,

1867; at home, a

"-id

in the

1

CHRISTOPHER FLINCHPAUGH.
Christopher Flinchpaugh, born April 26, 1799 in Wurtemburg, EuJacob, his father, was a common farmer Agnes Phyle. his mother
was of common stoclc. Both his parents died when Christopher was
a young man of fifteen summers, he coming to America in 1817, landOut of a family of three brothers and two sisters,
ing in Philadelphia.
One of the great associaall of whom are dead, he was the youngest.
tions and memorable events of his life, is the vivid recollection of NaThe great disaster which followed his repoleon's campaign in 1816.
left food
treat, the Cossacks, the Russians, the Prussians, the French
scarce, and distress followed which beggars description.
Christopher, who was a passenger, worked his way in a sail vessel
which was three months and two weeks m crossing. At the .end of the
journey, he worked one year and six months to repay the expense.
However, the agreement to school Christopher nine months, furnish
him with two suits of clothes from head to foot, and forty dollars in
mpney, was not kept and
our young German failed
his reward.
receive
to
From near Harrisburgh
he came to Miami townrope.

;

—

ship in the

fall

since.

his

mar-

to

—

In all his he memorable life, neither has
exhorting him to continue.
seen or heard so much melody, so great a choir, and so much of God's
power to save. The matter of recompense was very small and distance in circuit very great.
One circuit was four hundred miles in
length, and consisted of thirty-two appointments.
Sometime in 1841 or 1842, a call was made to go to Germany. For
six months he debated and prayed over the question, and at one time
was tempted to drive God's spirit away by drink, but finally, on account
of lack of funds, did not
leave America.
He re-

stilling

in

—

wooly dogs which were

Miamitown for one year
and six months for Major Henrie. His wife was
born December 20, 1801,
was of Welsh extraction,
and whose father was a

sheared for sheep, illustrating a paradox in religion.

At

difterent periods

he

travelled from Pittsburgh
to the north of Portsmouth Evansville. The

Revolutionary soldier. By
sons
five
this marriage
and seven daughters were
born Jacob, Henrietta,
Susanna, William, Mary,
Caleb, Chris, Simon, Char-

presiding elder's office
was held and common
preaching done everyBoth German
where.
and English pulpits were

:

lotte, Christina,

his failure to

—

riage in the spring of 182
to Elizabeth Columbia,

he worked at

now

grets

accept the call, but God
forgives him. Once while
visiting a layman
which
is a dream
he was invited by the member to
go out and see his sheep.
After going out,
the
sheep proved to be long

of 1819,

and remained ever
Previous

clouds over head, and when the devil tempted him to cease preaching,
he came from Venice, where he preached in a cooper-shop in the
morning, and in the evening at a school-house, to his home a distance
of twelve miles.
He had had his breakfast and went without dinner
and supper. Coming home about 9 or 10 o'clock, and -reflecting on
his hard trials, and tempted to retire from the ministry, their came a
voice a song of angels from Heaven singing, " How happy are they,"

Hannah,

Out of this
Elizabeth.
family only six hve. From
'
thirty-nine
family
thfs
grandchildren and eight

fillled,

and both Enghsh

German converts
baptized and taken into
the church.
One unacquainted with
pioneer life; the traveland

great-grandchildren have
been born. Young Christopher was brought up in
was
the Lutheran faith

through swamp and
through forest and
stream and all their different parts, knows nothling

bog

;

baptized in infancy, and
confirmed when fourteen
years of age, but of prache knew
religion
tical
Educationally,
nothing.
he had eight years of
schooling, but being of a

;

,

ing of early ministerial
preaching.
The following are persons and where they
were baptized one hun:

dred

careless disposition, failed
benefit.
to receive any
Marvelous as it may seem

children,

twenty

persons in Ohio river,
twenty persons in Mill
creek, sixty persons in
Taylor's creek, ten per-

first year or two he
preached he was unable
Durto read English.

the

sons in Muddy creek .fifty
persons in Big Miami,
river, ten persons in Logan creek, seventy per-

ing his employment in the
distillery at Miami, he received the first impressions of sin, while workBut
ing a copper still.
the first convictions of

in Johnson's fork,
persons in Dry fork,
persons in Indian
creek, forty persons in
Elk creek, fifty persons
in Little and Big Twin,
s
fifty persons in Browii
run, twenty persons in
Beaver creek, and ten
persons in East Little

sons
fifty

five

hung overhead^and in
one year and six months
after he was converted.
But previous to this time
a few months, he joined
Brethren
United
the
church, under the influ-

sin

ence of Rosalia Fageley, a pious woman in whose house the n eeting
held.
He passed from a rough, blasphemous character to a minister of the gospel. Being of a determined nature, full of good impulses,
he grasped the hand of all alike the wicked and good and implored them to turn to Christ. His conversion was in a cornfield while
plowing corn, and from thence, the Sunday following, by agreement
with the still-house hands, he preached his first sermon in Chamberstown,
in Miami. Great results followed, and from thence he preached to many
distinguished men. Among his audience at different times were General Harrison, Governor Bebb, Daniel Howell, the first male child in
Miami township, and many others who long since have passed to their
reward. Soon after beginning to preach in 1824, he was licensed by the
United Brethren church, and travelled throughout the country, preaching in barns and log dwelling houses.
Soon after, when poverty and hardship were gathering in great

was

—

—

In the matter of deaths it is believed that over three thousand funeral sermons have been preached and marriage ceremonies performed'
Now, in old age, after a. life full of great trial, and one ladened with
the choicest fruits, he, though not wealthy, but left in good circumAbout him, all up and down
stances, is left without a helpmeet.
Many are in Heaven and many
the country, are hosts of friends.
more are homeward bound. To him God has been gracious life with
him has been a success. God, he fully believes, called him to preach.
;

Every one to his notion

is

selected

by

his

Master

to

go

forth

and meet

sin.

The forest has faded before his ax as well as immorality. May
God continue to bless him in the future as in the past. The present
is

short,

land.

but the future will find him in the best calling in our

H.

ATTEMEYER.

Henry Attemeyer was born in Horstl, Prussia, in
Having a desire to seethe New
1806.

refuge at

Camp

The

Washington.

latter

is

one of

the year

the most magnificent stone structures, and in sub-

World, he left his native place and sailed for New
York, where he landed, after an uneventful voyage,
From New York city Mr. Attein the year 1837.
meyer went to Michigan, where he remained for

stantiality

In 1842 he came to Cincinnati,
nearly two years.
and commenced work as a stone-mason, in the cellars

of the buildings

on Pearl
this

At

street.

;

finish

is

edifices in the State.

he was

time

moneyless

and

comparable with the best
Having done his work
well, established a splendid reputation, and accumulated a hundred thousand dollars, Mr. Attemeyer
To St. Bernard, north of
retired from business.
Cincinnati, he removed some sixteen years ago
where, with his aged
wife and children, he

known

is

ed by the encouraging words of an excel-

he went to
work on low wages,
and soon became

lent wife

known

for

resting in the

troversies,

Mr. Atte-

meyer cares not
party

intel-

his

now

enjoyment of the good
things of earth.
A
Democrat on State
and National con-

but cheer-

for

or

restrictions

and
business
correct
From day-labor and

piejudices in local af-

small wages, Mr. Atte-

corporation elections,

ligence, industry,

meyer soon turned
abilities

ship,

best man.

big buildings and the

esty

In

by hon-

make

a

liberal

he

is

in

always

with those

who

man

do not entirely agree
with him and devot-

1845

edly attached to the

rich.

In

as

religion,

politics,

and persevering

industry,

and

county

always votes for the

his

to contracts,

gains which,

the town-

fairs, arid in

;

the

year

Catholic church, he

he contracted for the
material and stone-

a

is

of that

defender

with a kindly re-

work of

St.

John's

faith

church,

on

Green

gard for the opinions

street,

being

and

of his neighbors, and

this job

soon satisfactorily

disposed

of,

Mr.

At-

temeyer increased his facilities for larger operations, and became at once a reputable contractor,
Among other buildings, too
builder and manager.
numerous to be mentioned here, reference must be

made

to the sub-structures of the Carlisle buildings,

Burnet house, Jewish synagogue, numerous buildings on Pearl and other streets, and the house of

is

any person to go
and can get there.

perfectly willing for

who wants

to

enemies, but

go

—

many

friends,

Heaven
With no

to

Mr. Attemeyer's

residence and improved grounds, his genial

fine

man-

and generous hospitalities are attractions
which make this suburban house the resort of
many friends and place of pleasant visits by many
from abroad.
ners
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SAMUEL
Samuel Marsh

now

mother,

in

Linwood, was born October

Ferris, of

old Ferris homestead at

12, 1817, in the

Mt. Lookout (now Cincinnati), where his

her eighty-fourth year,

still

resides.

Ebenezer were engaged as soldiers under Washington in the
White Plains. After coming to Ohio he became one of the

his son

battle of

constituted

He was a
it may be
known,
sons

year 1789.

members of the

member

first

until his

Mr. Ferris had five
and Ezra; the last-named was a
Lawrenceburgh, Indiana. John lived in the old

adherents of the Baptist church.

strict

— Ebenezer, Isaac, John, Abram

practicing physician in

homestead.

He

was a captain

kept a tanyard in Cincinnati.
Ferris,

had

Baptist church organized in Columbia.

death which occurred in 1819, and
said of his numerous descendants that they are, so far as

faithful

moved

to Lexington,

three children, two girls

first,

afterwards a colonel.

Abram

Ebenezer, the grandfather of S.

M.

Kentucky, where he lived and died. He
and one boy Isaac Ferris, father of the

—

subject of this sketch.

Isaac Ferris was born in Lexington, Kentucky, April 12, 1795, and
when only four years of age came to Hamilton county, Ohio, where he
resided

up

to the time of his death.

He came

to

Ohio

to live with his

grandfather, and learned the shoemaker's trade with his uncle

Not

Abram.

he soon afterwards learned the trade of
a blacksmith, .which he followed successfully fifteen years.
Out of this
business grew the hame business, which he conducted until his death,
and which has since been conducted by his sons.
liking

this

business

In the year 1816 he married

Phosbe Marsh, who had come

to

Ohio

New Jersey in 1805. From this union there came nine children,
of whom are now living, S. M. Ferris being the eldest.
At the

from
five

came to Columbia from ConnecDuring the Revolutionary struggle both he and

Isaac Ferris, the great-grandfather,
ticut in the

M. FERRIS.

early age of sixteen Isaac Ferris

and soon

He was

infancy.

prentice
the

after united with the

subject of Divine grace,

church, then almost in

baptized by Elder William Jones.

and residing

communion

God, that

became the
Duck Creek

six miles

of the saints,

his place in the

its

Though an ap-

from the church, such was his love for

and

his delight in

the public worship of

sanctuary was seldom vacant.

In the year 1825, in the twenty-ninth year of his age, then having
been a growing member for thirteen years, he was licensed to preach
and after his aptness to preach and his ability for usefulness was determined by a test of experience, he was-ordained to the work of a minis-

For ten years he preached to the church in which he was a memHe was afterwards thirteen years pastor of the East Fork church.
field in which his labors were most signally blessed, a
strong church growing up under his care and an organization effected
which was a great power for good in that community. Here eighty
converts were baptized by him in a continuous revival of eighteen
months. He also led the flocks at Newton, Cloughs, Hammer's Run,
and elsewhere, and, as was necessary in those days to meet appointter.

ber.

This was the

ments,

many

hardships were endured.

He

still

labored

all

those years

and farming, and kept up his religious work
He was accustomed to manual labor
and was an active, energetic man, and in consideration of the arduous
work performed was truly a great man at that time. He died, loved
at his trade, blacksmithing,
in the cause

he loved so

well.

and respected, December 22, i860. Those who knew him credit him
with having a meek, humble disposition, and an unassuming manner.
His mind was clear; reasoning and understanding, deep; while his
arguments and exhortations were very eftective, and upon great occasions, when aroused into action, the power of the man was most fully

S.

M.

The

early

of Samuel

life

M.

Ferris, the subject of this sketch,

was

spent on a farm and in the shop with his father, the latter association

predominating and forming

his

life

in business.

pursuits

In the year

She
1838 he married Miss Mary Z. Ferris, daughter of J. J. Ferris.
was born April 27, 1818; her father was a cousin and brother-in-law of
Andrew, Joseph, and Eliphalet Ferris, who came to Ohio from the east
The two families of Ferris
in i8ri, and who became prominent men.
were not related, but the ancestry of all are traceable to the days of
William I, the conquerer of England.

M.

Ferris

and

his

people are characteristically blue-eyed,

fair

skinned, and light-complexioned; while those of his wife's people are

dark-complexioned, with dark eyes and dark

For two years after
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Ferris lived in Mt. Lookout and then
moved to Linwood, in 1841, where for forty years they have resided,
In 1833 Mr. Ferris was taken into the Duck Creek church, three miles
north of Columbia, in which church he has always been a most
active and useful member.
In this church he was clerk for twenty
years; was treasurer and deacon for ten years, and after he moved to
Columbia,

in 1865,

was made deacon

which position he has held ever

hair.

in the Baptist

since,

and

in all

church at that place,

has had an experience

He also took a
and management in the erection of the costly and elegant
church building in Columbia in 1866 and 1867. To this work he devoted
of his means lavishly, and its success as an organized society is due
largely to the efficient and never-tiring labors of Mr. Ferris.
of forty-eight years in church work up to this date.
lively interest

His

first

business venture, owing to small capital, was as a village

blacksmith, which, with that of wagon-making, he followed for

years with

he was able,

some

success,

in 1856,

by

rigid

from his earnings,

business on a larger scale.
since continued.

for

economy and
to build a

In this business, with

many

untiring industry

hame shop and open
its

additions, he has

Prior to 1865 he carried on his business alone, but at

that time he took his

two brothers into partnership,

brick factory, thoroughly equipped

it

with

built a large,

new

modern machinery, and has

Ferris

&

and growing luiiness under the

Co., of which Mr. Ferris

His children, seven of
three

sons— are

in

whom

are

is

now

firm nnnie

the financial managtr.
living

prosperous circmstances.

— four

'^f

q-

daughters

:

Appreciating the aava\-

tages of study,' Mr. Ferris has given his children liberal education?.

Mrs.

felt.

S.

since conducted a large

Anna M. De Armand De Armund,

Harriet Smith both live in Linwood.

and ^Irs.
Hawkins lives in
Mrs. Clara M,

the o'dest daughter,

Mrs.

Emma

Clark county, Ohio, her husband being a farmer.
Waters also resides in Linwood, her husband, Charles G. Waters, being
engaged in mercantile business in Cincinnj:ti. Mr. De -Armand is a
member of the firm of S, M. Ferris & Co., an:l Mr. A. E Smith is a
member of the firm of Roots & Co., Cincinnati ommission nerchants).
Frank Ferris, the oldest son, resides with his family in Linwood, and is
a farmer. Howard, the second son, is an attorney-at law. pr tcticin^ in
Cincinnati, and is a member of the law firm of Cowan & FcJ^icjs.
Elmer E. Ferris, the youngest son, is engaged in the hame factory.
Mr. Ferris has always lived an active and useful life. He is a quiet,
uiasuming man, cares little for office notoriety; although, had he been
an aspirant in that direction, we presume he could have secured high
positions of trust and responsibility.
In his township, for the sake of
good government and needed reforms, he has held every office except
t'lat of clerk.
He helped organize his school district, and for eighteen
(

years following served as one of the trustees on the bonrd of education.

He has always believed in the power of the school to
and so he has been a generous friend to educational

elevate societv,
interests,

all his

children, save one, having enjoyed the advantages of collfgiate studies

at the schools at Granville.

Mr. Ferris, though conservatue in his habits of thought and retiring
is emphatic and pronounced in his views.
His judgment is formed slowly and his conclusions are generally well regr^ ded
by his neighbors. Though he has been engaged in active busine.4 for
over forty years, yet he has not neglected to improve his mind b)Hreading and study.
He has been a most faithful student of history, not
only of our own but also of other countries, and having enlarged his
views by travel in this and foreign countries, he has a fund of information which makes him a most agreeable companion.
In business and
in church circles Mr. Ferris is highly esteemed; but it is in his home relations that his influence is most deeply felt and appreciated.
Here,
surrounded by a large family of children and grandchildren, he is the
in his disposition,

central object of interest.

Jl

e7.'7te2ct-(y.
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hundred and sixty-three bushels of corn were raised and
Captain Benjamin Davis realized a crop of one hundred
and fourteen bushels from one acre. There is also a tradition that Benjamin Randolph, having planted a single
;

and then compelled to visit New Jersey,
the fall and found one hundred bushels of
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whose names were John W., Artemas, James, Josiah,

Of these Artemas
Joanna, Oliver, Eunice, and Solomon.
died in infancy, and the brothers, excepting Josiah, all
came

to

Ohio with

were farming, yet they often

came back

exhorters in the Methodist church.

in

any attention meanwhile, ready for his inStites was its first owner, and leased it

corn, witiiout

Major

gathering.

out in good-sized lots

— unmarked by divisions—

the colonists, for terms of five years.

The

to six of
cultiva-

first

by the whites had to be done under guard, to
It was almost the sole
protect against Indian surprise.
Columbia cornfield of 1789 and '90, and was the favorite
tion of

it

resort of the

women and

children, for procuring the b.ar-

In the matter of the

Gazette

ton

here

of the Columbia region,

fertility

Wesk?-n Spy and Hamil-

local item in the

for

September

1802,

11,

with quotation

:

There

is

garden of Colonel John Armstrong, of Columbia, a
is fruit nearly as big as a half-bushel, and
is supposed, from twenty to twenty-five pounds.

in the

peach-tree on which there

would weigh,

it

TUSCULUM
names a

station

on the

Miami

Little

railroad in Eastern

hill,

which

is

called

Mount Tusculum,

closely overlooks Columbia both south and east.
Over three hundred acres have been handsomely laid
out and improved by Judge Joseph Langworth, the improvements including a fine roadway of about five miles
length, called Undercliff avenue, which encircles and in-

and

their descendants

March

27, 1762,

and died October

married December

Wilbraham,

and

settled near

are living in

He

of the subject of the following sketch.

15, 1788, to

was born

He

1804.

was

Esther Stebbins, also of

and

Massachusetts,

3,

their

were

children

Richard Chester, James Davenport, Elam Potter, Loren-

He

and Joanna.

da,

(the father) died while the children

— the

tract

little

— had nine hundred

and

by the census of June, 1880.

now

lying outside

ninety-five inhabitants

And

larger township, a population of

dred and forty-three

on the mother, who was a woman of remarkable energy
She was usually known as "Aunt Esther,"

of character.

and as friend, nurse, or neighbor, was very often called
upon for advice or assistance. In those days the women
spun and wove the cloth for bedding and clothing, and
Aunt Esther was a wonderful weaver and spinner. Her
father

was Moses Stebbins, the son of Samuel, who was

born

in 1620, in

or Stebbing, as the
to

America

in

who was

yet

it

had as the

two thousand

five

hun-

who was

name was

originally,

and who came

1634, and settled in Massachusetts.

James Davenport Langdon was born June 13, 1792,
Vermont.
His father was James Langdon,

in Vershire,

who married Esther
Wilbraham,

December

Stebbins,

Massachusetts.

His

15,

parents

1788, in

vi^ere

both

natives of this place, but immediately after their marriage

moved

to Vershire,

from

He hadjwo brothers,

Vermont.

P.,

and two

Lorenda and

sisters,

In October, 1804, his father died whilst away

Joanna.

home on

Two

measles.

business, after

a

very

short

illness

years after his death, or in 1806,

of

two of

John W. and Solomon, wiih thtir families,
mother with her family, Andrew Peters and Wales

his uncles,
his

in 1880.

the son of Thomas,

England, and son of Rowland Stebbins,

Richard C. and Elain

POPULATION.
Spencer township

ly

they

tersects the entire quarter.

the city

They

James, the third son, was the father

the old homestead.

the son of Samuel,

Cincinnati, and also a district for suburban residence on
the neighboring

as preachers

officiated

were comparatively young, leaving the cares of the fami-

grass root for fuel.

an extravagant

and some of

Cincinnati,

and although they

their sister Joanna,

acre with corn

and

Aldrich

their

families,

in

all

about

forty

souls,

moved in wagons from Vermont and came out to Ohio.
The journey was tedious and slowly made through the
wilderness, there

being no roads scarcely, camping at

night as they could, sometimes at an occasional tavern or

Biographical Sketch,

farm house, but oftener
on.

It

Wellsville,

THE LANGDON
The
back

FAMILY.

Langdon family in Linwdod go
Langdon, a mariner from Boston, Massa-

records of the

to Philip

who was

chusetts,

originally

His seventh child and

from England,

fifth

3,

18,

in

1 7

18,

1761.

He

supposed.

son was Lieutenant Paul

Langdon, who was born September

December

it is

12,

1693, and died

married Mrs. Mary Stacy August

Wilbraham, Massachusetts, and they had

fifth being John Langdon (the grandJames D. Langdon). Lieutenant Paul Langdon and this son John took part in the Revolutionary
This John was born June 21, 1728, and died
war.
October 10, 1822.
He married Eunice Torrcy, December 29, 757, and they had a fainily of eight children,

seven children; the
father of

1

wagons

in their

as night

came

took about ten weeks to reach the Ohio river at

where they embarked on

flat-boats, taking the

wagons aboard, but sending the horses by land down the
Floating down the river they landed at
Ohio side.

Columbia two days before Christmas. That first winter
in Ohio his mother and family lived in part of the house
of Oliver Spencer an old building which still stands
near the old tanyard.
There was only one other house

—

then in Columbia, the

McMahon

house, and that

is still

standing near the Columbia railroad station.

This Oliver Spencer was the father of Robert,
wards a

Methodist preacher,

Henry

E.,

after-

who was

for

mayor of Cincinnati, Oliver, a judge in the
Hamilton county courts, and a fourth son who became a

several years

farmer in northern Ohio.
In the spring of 1807 the family located at what was
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Red Bank

called

station,

on the farms or lands which

through

Miami

scendants, on and near the Little

This

river.

land was purchased by his uncle Oliver Langdon,

was the guardian appointed

in

Vermont, out of

who

tracts

There were only
ten or a dozen families then in all of what is now known
as Spencer township; they were Eliphalet, Joseph, Andrew, and John Ferris, brothers, and Henry Ferris their
the families of Larned, Allen Witham, Giffins,
cousin
Nash, Riggle and Williams. A treaty had been made
two or three years before with the Indians, and about all

owned by Benjamin

originally

Stites.

—

had gone

The

to reservations.

first

school-house was

by Joseph Ferris on his farm. The first religious
society, Methodist, was formed in 1805 in the McMahon
built

house alluded

Ohio

in

and the Baptists

to,

Columbia a few years

in

stroyed about

which was de-

later

The Methodists

1835.

church

built the first

built their first

Columbia about 1840, which was accidently
burned and rebuilt on another lot. The settlers for the
first year or two lived literally on hog and hominy.
The

church

in

grist-mill

first

was run by two brothers named Hawley,

and was on the Miami near the mouth of Clough creek.
Afterwards it was owned and run for years by the Turpins until worn out or destroyed.
The brothers and sisters of James D. are all dead.
The sister Lorenda married Lemuel SnowTfTSeptember,

moved

181 6, and

to a farm in Indiana; the other sister,

Joanna, also married a farmer, Minervus Swift, in September,

1

818, and lived four years in Indiana;

Ann

Potter married

Cromwell, a

sister of

Elam

Joseph Crom-

who kept the famous Broadway hotel so long
Elam Potter was connected as clerk

well,

Cincinnati.

post

and

James

his

widow

still

lives in

Sarah Phelps December 23, 1818, and has lived on the
one spot about sixty-three years. He has always been
in farming from his early youth, and
good health and long years to good habits and
regular living.
His uncle Oliver was quite a preacher,
and officiated at funerals, baptisms and marriages. After

actively

owes

engaged

his

1828 or 1829, he began to preach
of his first sermon was i Samuel xii-

his uncle's death, in

himself; the text

24

— "Only

all

your heart,

for

you"

to

consider

it

how

at a service

Miami river.

days

naturally

for miles all

So from

Him

great things

one Sunday

in truth with

He has
at the

There being but few
fell

done
mouth

rninisters

to be his lot to take the

on he was continually called
preach, attend funerals, and solemnize marriages

uncle's place.

on

for

—and was

of the Little
in those

Lord and serve

fear the

that

around the country.

preach in 1836 and

He

was licensed to

ordained elder in 1842.

During

the year 184S he was superintendent of Cincinnati circuit,

and

for eight years

was a member of the annual confer-

ence of the Methodist Protestant church.
ident of the

first

He

was pres-

teinperance society formed in the year

For years in succession
1833 in Columbia township.
he was a township trustee and school director, and has all

coming

Sunday-school.

Ohio (which

to

She had four brothers, William, John,

Alfred and Nathan, with one

wagons

The

Columbia.

athan Livings)

now

Phelps,

S.

the oldest brother,

—James,

Sarah,

There are now

only the father and three of the children

is

John

Harriet.

a family of

Cynthia, Harriet, Cyrus,

John, Elam, Edwin and Henry.

C, and

lo-

Massachusetts, where he and his

James D. and Sarah had

reside.

nine children

in

and raised families

settled in Indiana,

cated in Middleton,
family

who came

Hollowell, Maine, to

brothers and sister (who married Jon-

all

Dr. Ebenezer

there.

sister, Eliza,

the long journey from

all

—John

living

Elam

P.,

occupies the homestead and

P.

a farmer, and has one son, James W.,

who

near

lives

and is a farmer. The old family dwelling
had become so out of repair and dilapidated, in 1877,
his father,

having been used for some sixty years,

it

was torn down

and a modern and commodious dwelling
was built on the site. John P. has been mayor of the
village for three successive terms, and been commissioned

by John

P.,

Elam

twice as magistrate for the township.

resides

C.

on part of the homestead farm, has had four children,
three now living.
These two brothers, from time to
time, have been called

township and

village.

upon to take part in aifairs of the
Elam has served seventeen years

as school trustee, several terms in village council,

terms

three

brothers are

was married to

in

1797, and was the daughter of Ebenezer and

i,

Sarah Phelps.

school,

Covington, Kentucky.

D., the subject of this sketch,

on May

iti

Richard was a printer and newspaper pub-

office.

lisher,

officer or trustee in

was the year before the marriage, or 1817) very similar to
that of her husband.
She was born in Hollowell, Maine,

or

assistant postmaster nearly all his life with the Cincinnati

been an

life

His wife had an experience

have ever since been occupied by them and their de-

two or

and both the
church and Sabbath-

of township,

treasurer

as

members and workers

in

taking an active part in

all

public enterprises.

Harriet became the wife of Rev. Charles H. Williams, a

She has

minister in the Methodist Protestant church.

three sons living, and for several years her

been

in Springfield, Ohio,

with

railroads,

The

officer.

daughter,

who

New
is

has

where the sons are connected

and the husband

an active church

is

sons James, Cyrus and Edwin, and the

Sarah,

died young

Cynthia

or unmarried.

married Dr. H. E. Morrill, and her
lyn,

home

home was

in

Brook-

York, where an only daughter survives her, and

now

the wife of Dr.

Hugh

Smith.

The

son,

Henry, became a physician and surgeon, and acted as
such during the

Ohio volunteer

the Seventy-ninth regiment,

late war, in

infantry,

which was with General Sherman

during that wonderful march through the South, which
virtually

brought the war to an end.

him and one

close of the war,
several years,

and

practised
his office

His widow survives

The

son, Willie Carson.

doctor, after the

medicine in Columbia

for

was within gunshot almost of

the old Spencer house, in which his grandmother

and

father spent the winter of 1806-7.

The record of the family of James D. Langdon:
James D. Langdon, born June 13, 1792; Sarah Phelps,
born May i, 1797, died September 11, 1863, married
December 23, 1818. Their children were: James Harvie,

born November

Sarah, born October

r,

Cynthia, born August

23,

died June

18 19,

1821, died
23, 1823,

December

27,
15,

died January

9,

1842;
1825;
1861;
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Harriet, born July 25, 1825,

Springfield,

living in

still

John P.'s second marriage
Keturah Nash, and the
occupy the homestead place, and the old

pies part of the father's farm.

Ohio; Cyrus Stebbins, born January 5, 1828, died February I, 1864; John Phelps, born December 8, 1829,

took place

Linwood, Ohio; Elam Chester, born March 31,
1832, living in Linwood, Ohio; Edwin Mattoon, born

father lives with them.

living in

December
born

May

John

20, 1834, died July 26,

May

28, 1839, died

P.

Langdon

married,

1847; Henry Archer,

13, 1876.

for his

Mary

wife,

first

Williams, May, 1855, and James W., a son by this marriage, is living,

and married

to Lida
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couple

still

Elam

1861,

April,

in

New York

was Cynthia Allen, of

C.'s first wife

She died

to

December, 1868, leaving two girls.
His second wife was Martha F. Nash (whose sister mar-

State.

in

old Columbia township.

ried as above), a native of the

Two

children have been born to them, one living only.

Durham, and occu-

SPRINGFIELD.
ITS

The need

of a

ERECTION.

new township,

to

township; the two sections next north of them in the

be carved from the

northern part of the originally great Cincinnati township,

was not

felt

made necessary by the
Miami purchase, until after

with any pressure or

pushing of settlement up the

Wayne's victory

in

1794.

This greatly stimulated

moval from the hamlets along the

river to the rural

and invited rapid immigration from abroad.

districts

The

next year the court of general quarter sessions of

the peace for Hamilton county answered a
the growing settlements and

up the Mill Creek
field

re-

demand

of

somewhat numerous stations
new municipality. Spring-

valley for a

township was accordingly created, to begin

at a

second entire range, township three, also
tiers of sections

range,

now

southeast

first

entire

range,

two miles south of the

corner of said township three (that

the

is,

of which

lost the last

Springfield covered

tier

on the west; one
in

entire

first

previously,
tier

but

of sections

range two, township two,

which was a new acquisition of

five sections to

Spring-

and the same amount on the south, from what

field;

now

eastern

five

township three, of the

immediately north of these,

is

Mill Creek, but was only five-twelfths of the former

possession

By these

of Springfield in this direction.

changes the township had not greatly altered

form,

its

but had shrunk in size from sixty to fifty-four sections.
Springfield

point in the meridian bounding the east side of township
three, in the

all

in

Sycamore,

in

which Springfield did not have before; the

now

includes the whole of township three,

in the first entire range,

and the

the north, in township two,

somewhat broken

tier

of sections next on

range two.

It is

thus,

on the north, a regular

but

present corner of Springfield township); thence north two

for a

miles to said southeast corner of township three; thence

lelogram of uniform length, seven sections with Sycamore
and Springfield townships, and of even width six miles
with Mill Creek township.
It contains forty-two sec-

east

two miles to the meridian; thence north

six

miles

to the northern line of the entire range one; thence west
to the

east

boundary of Colerain, which was then

as

line

paral-

—

—

tions,

some

of

them being of

than

less

full

size,

and so

now; thence south along Colerain and South Bend town-

yielding altogether but twenty-five thousand eight hun-

ships eight miles; thence east to the place of beginning.

dred and ninety-six acres, and

This boundary deprived Springfield of

its

present range

of sections on the north, in range two, township two; but

south of the south line of that range gave two
sections

—twelve

in

all,

to

the present

south

Sycamore, also the ranges of sections across what
the north part of Mill Creek township.

boundary of Springfield was the same

The
now,

as

tiers

of

line

of

is

now

western
except

it began one
mile south of its present beginning,
and extended two miles further south than now. The

that

old township contained just sixty sections.

In the general reconstruction of the

Hamilton county
It

to

it

first

had previously, but which are now

46

with

in

entire range,
in

Sycamore

The

the largest township in the county.

acres,

and west boundary

approximate

from the south
general;

is

but

exactness;

are run straight,

lines

the

first

section parallel

also well run, as well as the meriadians

the

parallels

proceeding from

the

and soon
become exceedingly uneven, growing more and more so
to the north line of the township and county, which is
here the most broken of any part of the county line, in
second begin

at

once

to break their regularity

places almost equaling the zigzags of a Virginia

rail

fence.

GEOGRAPHY.

include the two western

of sections in township four, of the

which

more

south, east,

in 1803, Springfield suffered a change.

was now so bounded as

tiers

townships of

with the exception of

is,

Sycamore, which has the same number of sections but

Springfield township
ler

is

bounded on

the north by But-

county, on the east by Sycamore township, south by

Mill Creek township, west by Colerain.

The

southeast

^y-/,

::!/i'.M£,

—
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creek, which- swept off their works

worth while

to rebuild

and

;

was not found

it

them.

Peter and John are the only surviving children;

1852.

the latter

now living on the old homestead. On this
made settlement in the year 1795 or 1796.

is

farm his father

NOTES OF SETTLEMENT.

was there

It

Luke Foster was born on Long Island in the year 1761,
and came to Hamilton county in 1788, where he first
made settlement of the farm now occupied by the widow

woods, with no improvements what-

in the

John Perlee was born

ever,

1811.

in

children:

Martha

Caroline,

1835 he was

In

They have had

married to Miss Maria Pearson.

five

Benjamin, Peter, and

J.,

although for a time he served as judge of the court of

Eugene; all have died excepting Caroline and Benjamin.
Mr. and Mrs. Perlee are both members of the Presby-

common

As he prospered

terian church, to

he

well as sustaining

His occupation was that of a farmer,

of Algernon Foster.

Hamilton county.

pleas of

he kept constantly adding

became

finally

He

died at the advanced age of ninety-

being run over by the

His companion died

cars.

nine years previously, and they both are buried near each
other in the cemetery at Reading.

Further notices of

appear elsewhere.

this veteran pioneer

Algernon Sidney Foster, the subject of the following
sketch, was born in the year 1805,

on the farm now occu-

He

pied by his widow, at the age of sixty-one.

New

Miss Laura T. Rudebock, a native of

married

At

Jersey.

about the age of twenty-three he graduated

Oxford

at

and afterwards sought the legal profession as his
choice, but owing to the indisposition of his parents to
have him from home, he was compelled to yield to their

which they have given material
it

by

in

New Jersey in

the year

In 1795 or 1796 he emigrated to Ohio, where he

1779.

settled in Springfield township,
1

aid, as

their active Christian lives.

Dominicus Vandyke was born

one of the most prominent land holders

in the county.

four,

to his first purchase, until

By

8 14.

on which place he died

in

trade he was a carpenter and cabinetmaker.

Mary,

his

wife,

was born

There

are

now

living

1786, and died in

in

Mary Ann, who

only

1876.

resides in

Washington, Indiana, and William, the oldest son and

He

subject of the following sketch.

he was but
of

tle

was born in SpringHis father died when

township in the year 1809.

field

life

five years of age,

him

leaving

to fight the bat-

At the age of fourteen he went

alone.

as an

school,

apprentice to Cincinnati to learn the trade of harness-

wishes,

maker and saddler. In the year 1832 he came to Springfield and established himself in business here.
He industriously and successfully pursued his occupation for

He

and ever

after followed the

occupation of farming.

was a gentleman of remarkable

and

ability

gence, esteemed and respected wherever

was an industrious and hard-working man,

He died

highly cultivated and refined.
after

having lived a

life

in the

He

of usefulness.

intelli-

He

known.

although
year 1S80,

com-

a

left

panion who was ever ready to share alike with him

all

the

born three children:

men

the business

esteemed.

of Springfield; a citizen respected and
living a quiet

and are both remarkably

well preserved

beth McGilliard, of

Among

the

white

first

born

children

volume

Immediately

he married Miss Sarah

S.

pioneer of the county.

He

all

after attaining

Hamilton

in

his

in the

majority

Haines, daughter of an early

and

family experienced

his

the bitterness and privations of real pioneer

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron were born

six children

life.

To

Robert

:

The

sur-

viving children of this family are Betsey, and Daniel,

who

H., Daniel, James H., Caroline, and Betsey.

was born

in the year 1832.

of farming.

His business has been that

married, in the year 1858, Miss

Daniel,

George B.

dying in infancy unnamed.

McClellan, Clara,

Mr. Cameron

industrious citizens of the township,
situated

and

for their years.

William McGilliard, the fourth son of John and Eliza-

whom

a sketch

is

is

and two

one of the
pleasantly

on a farm of one hundred and sixteen acres

is

given elsewhere,

in the year 1819.

He

resided with his parents until the time of his marriage, in

1839, to

Miss Rebecca Cregar.

been born

— four

John, Hattie,

May.

sons and

Emeline,

George, Edward, Stanley, Laura, and Ida

is

He

served in the capacity

He

of trustee of the township for thirteen years.

companion

living.

one of the most enterprising farmers

of his township and county.

his

have

Eight children

four daughters:

Emeline, Hattie, and George are not now

Mr. McGilliard

are

reliable

members

and

of the Christian

church.

James Moore was born

Maria

Seven children have been given them: Watson,

Moore.
AUie,

He

life,

was born in Springfield township

county was one Daniel Cameron, who was born
year i786(?).

that

F.,

the

This worthy couple are now

whose names may grace the pages of
were so well worthy as Algernon Foster.

retired

Mary

in

them were
Charles H., and one that
to

Mr. Vandyke has always been one of

died unnamed.

and

this

was married

1834 to Miss Martha A. Sentny, and

and disappointments that are so common in life,
and his loss to her was irreparable. His remains were
Few are they
interred in the Spring Grove cemetery.
cares

He

a period of about forty years.

year

in Pennsylvania,

York county,

1796 he settled in Springfield
township.
At various times he served as school teacher,
His regular
land surveyor, and justice of the peace.
in

the

In

year 1768.

business, however, was that ol a farmer.

Moore, was born

in

1771, and died in

His

wife,

1855.

Jane

Those

the old Haines homestead.

now

Benjamin Perlee was born in the year 1769, in New
From this State he removed to Cincinnati in
Jersey.

and Robert W. The father died
Robert was born in 1803,
at his home in the year 1829.
and now owns and occupies his father's place. In 1832
he was married to Damaris Whallon. They have had
nine children six sons and three daughters: James
W., William, Thomas W., Sarah Jane, Robert W., Hat-

1795.

home

He
in

lived

till

Springfield

that of tailoring, but

Mary

the year 1845,

township.

when he died

His

first

at his

business was

he subsequently became a farmer.

Peterson, his wife, was born in

1770, and died in

alive of the original family

Springfield township,

—

are David,

residing in

—
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Sarah, Robert,
J., and Lucy B.
and Frank, are not living. Mr. Moore and his
wife have both been members of a Christian church for a
long time, and are zealous supporters of the faith they

Aaron Lane was born

A., Frank, Allen

tie

Hattie,

Mr. Moore has almost reached his four-score

profess.

for an injury sustained from a fall in 1878,
would have probably survived many years longer. James
W. and Allen reside at home superintending the farm
and caring for their aged parents in their declining years.
James has been married to Miss Elizabeth Field, Thomas
to Miss Phoebe A. Roll, and William to Miss Lucretia

and but

years,

Hoel.

the year 1763,' January

business was that of a cooper, at one time, and afterward

He

that of a farmer.

home

died in 1821 at his

in

Co-

Ermina Compton, his wife, was born
Abraham, who was born in
in 1760 and died in 1840.
1796, in the State of Kentucky, came with his parents to

lumbia township.

New

in the State of

Jersey, in

In 1797 or 1798 he, with

2d.

came to Hamilton county, and first made permanent settlement in Springfield, in the forest. His
earnest determinations were to conquer, and the mighty
oaks soon yielded to his strong arm, and waving fields of
grain told that his intentions had been fully executed.
He lost his companion in the year 1800. He was marhis family,

again to Miss Elizabeth Carnahan,

ried

To

early pioneer family.
six children,

daughter of an

Mr. and Mrs. Lane were born

two sons and four daughters.

Those dead

rett.

Our

are

Sarah,

:

departed this

subject

life

and Hannah.

Abigail,

in the year

1845, after

passing his four-score years, his companion surviving

year 1855, and they both

until the

the

in

side,

burial-ground

little

Garrett, the only

New

at

member

surviving

of

Burlington.

this

once happy

household, residing within the State, was born in the
year

Springfield

1816, in

township, on the

died irom disease in the war of 1861; Freeman, Alfred,

lington.

Mexican

(killed in the

ceased), Catharine,

Emma

Spencer (now de-

war),

He and

for almost three-quarters of a century.

are

and have been

for

many

members

active

of the Baptist church

years.

James Carnahan was born

From

State of Pennsylvania.
Springfield township in

in the year
this State

1773, in the

he emigrated to

By occupation

1797, or 1798.

he was a farmer during the greater part of his

one time worked as a teamster, and
helped in the

His

wife's

Of

1848.
is

still

first

at

his family

He

Piatt.

remain Mary Hubbell; Jane, who

unmarried, and resides at Walnut Hills; and Wil-

he worked

life

gave up, as
grocery

it

Davis, of

—G.

in

He

was born on the

for

in

1804.

In

a pottery, vi^hich he afterwards

impaired his health.

business

Burlington.

dren

but at

died in the year

old homestead, in Springfield township,
early

life,

another time

pottery in that part of the country.

name was Jane

the only male representative.

liatn,

his wife

He

then followed the

a

century in

almost half

He married,

in the year 1829,

Warren county.

To them were born

A., Allen W., Piatt,

James

L.,

New

Miss Maria L.
nine chil-

William, Catha-

The

childhood.

He

John M. Wright
was born

—

Burlington (transit post

office), at

the present time.

and are

New

near

settled in Cincinnati in

Columbia

into Ohio,

He

Pleasant.

had a

and died

part in the

The

Wright.

re-

lives.

He

1798.

home

at his

War

Mount

in

of 181 2, and was a

wife's name was
members of the
of Mount Pleasant;

His

school teacher while in Cincinnati.

Ann Maria

liv-

Bur-

emigrated from the District

in Dublin, Ireland,

surviving

are Joseph F., a resident
Maria Louisa Laboyteaux, also a resident of Mount

family

Pleasant; and F.

C,

The

the eldest son.

was born in Cincinnati, October

last

mentioned

He

16, 1813.

was a

cooper by trade, which he industriously pursued for a

He

period of fifteen years.

married, in the year 1838,

Miss Julia Laboyteaux, daughter of an old and impor-

To them have been born

tant family.

sons and two daughters:

five

F.

C,

J.

retired,

Cornelia and John

In the year 1848 our subject began the

mercantile business in

conducted

Mount

Pleasant,

his business until the year

and

seven children

Alvin D., John, P. N.,

Mary, and Cornelia.

F.,

are not living.

his son, P.

and successfully
1873.

N., took possession

He
and

then

now

is

proprietor.

Henry Bolser was

a

back to the year I7r8.
igrated to
vania.

German by birth, which event dates,
Some time prior to 1800 he em-

Hamilton county from the State of Pennsyl-

While

in his native land

ericktown, in 1765, and

Evaline,

home

and
early

in

one of the prominent and highly

is

New

Amanda,

alone,

left

spected citizens of the community in which he

high

J.,

now

parents are

and Mary A. William, Mary
and Evaline are not living. Both Mr. and Mrs. Carnahan are members of the Disciple church, and have always
been accounted among its best supporters. He and his
companion are living she at the age of seventy-nine,
and he in h's seventy-sixth year. He is postmis'"er at
rine

Both died

ing in a beautiful and comfortable

of

was

Gantz.

of this union was two children, one son

one daughter, Willie and Mary.

(also deceased), Sarah, Elvira

and Hetty (both deceased), Hannah, and one dying in
Mr. Compton is a gentleman remarkinfancy unnamed.
His business has been that of a
able for his memory.
farmer and carpenter, which he has industriously pursued

fruit

He

Hannah

married, at the age of thirty-one, to Miss

The

Lane

old

homestead, which he now owns and occupies.

John A.

him

buried side by

lie

Hamilton county, with whom he remained till the year
1812, when, a lad of eighteen, he enlisted in the army.
Unhurt, he returned to his home, crowned with all the
honor our gallant sons justly received. He was married
at the age of twenty, to Abigail Philips, by whom he had
five sons and eight daughters.
Oliver
thirteen children

—

names

Tlieir

William, Sarah, Abigail, Jane, Hannah, and Gar-

are:

Jacob R. Compton was born in New Jersey, in r76o
In 1796 he made his first settlement in Columbia town,
His
ship, having emigrated into Ohio from Kentucky.

367

He
His

sherriff,

his occupation here

he

filled

the office of

was that of farming.

died in 1821 at his home, four miles. east of Reading.
wife,

Mary

Bolser, died the

same

year.

Their

chil-

dren were George, Henry, Peter, John, Samuel, Joseph,

Mary, Gustave,

Elizabeth,

and Katie

—

all

now

dead.

George, the third son, was born in Pennsylvania, at Fred-

came

with his parents to Hamil-

—
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Previous to coming to Ohio
ton county at an early date.
he married Miss Rebecca Honnell, by whom he had
George, John, Felty, Reason, Abram,
eleven children
:

Rebecca, Polly, Ann, and Elizabeth.

Sally, Katie,

who resides in Montgomery county, Inwho owns and lives on the old Bolser

died but Reason,

and

diana,

All

Felty,

happy household are William, and John B., the subject
of the following sketch, who was born in the year 1833.

He

resided with his parents until the time of their de-

them and attending them

cease, caring for

He

clining years.

in their de-

married, in the year 1868, Miss Eliz-

abeth Randolph, and to them was born one son, Perry.

They have had nine children:
Miss Mary Anderson.
George, Susan, Alexander, Katie, John, Samuel, Sarah,

McCormick is one of the prosperous and enterprisyoung farmers of the community, and comes of a
quite prominent and highly respected family.
David Sprong, a farmer of Springfield township, at the

Benjamin, and Mary

age of thirty-seven settled in this part of the country as

Felty was born in 1803,

homestead.

and remained with

her parents until the time of his n.arriage, in 1822, to

He

wife in 1837.

Mr. Bolser

(deceased).

lost his

was again married, to Miss Sarah An-

and five children were added to his family, three
sons and two daughters: Anderson, Mary, Caroline, LaLafayette died, as did also his
fayette, and Alonzo.
Mr. Bolser, by careful manmother, in the year 1879.
derson,

agement and
as

industry,

He

property.

is

now in possession of a good
member but is well known

not a church

is

one who leads a moral

life

and brought up

his family

and do the right. His parents are now both
dead, and are buried beside each other, in a little burial
place on the old homestead.
Samuel Seward was born in the State of New Jersey.
He married Miss Elsie Jentry, and to them were born
Obediah, Ann, William, James, Samuel,
ten children
Those livIrwin, Elias, Eliza, Martin G., and Daniel.
to love

:

ing are Eliza

Seward came

Van

Zant, Daniel,

and Martin

Hamilton county previous

to

many days they were

G.

to 1800.

obliged to remain in the

once
ally

set

farms in the county.

till

to-day

it is

one of the

His death occurred

in 181 9.

finest

The

and mother survived him till the year 1843. Marthe seventh son, was born in 1807 on the old
Seward homestead. His occupation has been that of a

tin G.,

had born to them nine children:

Mary

Hill.

They

Samuel, James Rilev,

Henry

are

made

his

home

with his parents

tian

church in the

The McCormick

^iss Ruth Perkins. She died shortly
and the husband married, in 1852, Miss Parmelia
D. McCosh, daughter of an important pioneer family.
Two children were born of this marriage Barney C.,
and Lois, who died in infancy. Mr. Sprong is a substan-

—

tial

farmer and a leading

He

and

among

the earliest pio-

Barny,

He

were James and Mary.
dren, three sons

The

To them

McCormicks

were born

five

chil-

and two daughters: James, Robert, and

John, Evaliza and Catharine.
liza.

eldest of the

All have died but Eva-

The immediate descendants

son, were three children,

of James, the eldest

two sons and one daughter

The maiden name of his
who died in i860, her husband
surviving until 1862, when he died of cancer, after five
years of suffering.
The only representatives of this once

John

B.,

wife was

homestead,

James Whallon made

chil-

J.

his first settlement in

township in the year 1800.

He

was born

Sycamore
1770

in

in

New Jersey, from which State he emigrated into Ohio.
He died at his home in Springfield township in 1849.
He was by occupation a farmer; at one time served six
years as justice of the peace, and was an active

of the
lon,

army

in the

was born

War

farnily

are

Nancy

His

of 18 12.

1773 and died

in

The

Roll,

in 1847,

surviving

member

wife, Ollie

Whal-

two years before

members of

the

Damaris Moore, Cynthia Stone,

Thomas, and Benjamin, the fourth son and subject of the
Benjamin Whallon was born

He made

his

home

in

Sycamore township

in

with his parents until his

marriage, in 1830, to Miss Eliza Moore, daughter of an

Two

who became

years later his wife died, leaving an

In 1835 he married Sarah Stone,
Nancy, Eliz-

the mother of three children

—

In
1843 his second wife died.
The home
1847 he was wedded to Margaret S. Griffin.
in which he now lives with his family joins the old homeabeth,

and James.

In

stead where his father settled in 181

church has

for a long

Mary, and Willian.

his wife as well as

Hannah

It

Davis,

His only child,
old

They have two

married Miss Delia Cummings.

dren--Carl C, and Albert

early pioneer.

certainty.

New

of the

superintending the farm and caring for his aged parents.

infant daughter, Eliza.

no

township and coun-

members

with his parents on the

lives

about the year 1800 or prior to that time, but as to exact
is

in the

His parents have been dead for some

neer families of Hamilton county, their settlement being

date there

man

his wife are zealous

time; they are buried at Finneytown.

1807.

family were

He

the time of his mar-

till

after,

of the Chris-

vicinity.

the subject of the

riage, in 1845, to

following sketch.

members

Cornelius,

living.

still

on a beautiful farm adjoining Mount Pleasant.
Mrs. Seward are both consistent

Louisa

Cornelius.

in

following sketch, was born in this township in 1802.

her husband's death.

Mr. and

New

John, and Jeremiah have died; Cornelius, Samuel, and

J., Mary, Hannah, George, Lizzie, William, and
one who died in infancy. Samuel also died, after he had
The family are pleasantly situated
reached manhood.

Viola

son

his

was born

wife,

Light church.

wife

In 1831 he married Miss

now owned by

place

of

In 1842 he died at

1779 and died in 1851.
Of the children, Solomon, James, Ward, Stephen, David,

about the clearing of his farm^ which he gradu-

contiued to improve

farmer.

the

Tenney, his

For

block-

in the State

York, whence he removed to Ohio.

ty.

at Carthage, so

His birthplace was

early as 1800.

Mr.

numerous and savage were the
After their fears had somewhat
Indians at that time.
subsided he and his family located on a tract of land situated on Winton road, near Mount Pleasant.
He at
house

Mr.

ing

may be added

1.

The

Presbyterian

time received his liberal support,

himself being

among

its

best

members.
Whal-

as a matter of interest that Mr.

lon has attended one church regularly fifty-eight years;

never received a whipping at

home

or at school (suggest-

o-c^4-€^^>^CZ:,
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name may

ive to the opposite as the

and has never

be),

New

William Pierson was born in the State of
in the year

1788.

in the

year

nati

He

was born

in 1791,

Jersey

with his parents to Cincin-

was married

to

Mr. and Mrs. Pierson were born seven children
four sons and three daughters: Sinias, Mary Ann, HarEmily, James, William, and John.

riet,

Mary Ann, and Harriet

The

years.

are

now

member

only

May

thirty-four

now

residing

William, the third son,

is

His attention has prin-

in the year 1832.

He

been given to farming.

cipally

subject died

companion

of the family

within the county of Hamilton

who was born

John, Sinias,

Our

dead.

1866, surviving his

the year

in

married, in the year

There have been born to
them four sons and three daughters: George W., Laura
H., Frank, William H., May, Estella, and Samuel (de1852, Miss

E. Cooper.

Mr. Pierson

deased).

one of the first farmers of his
now owns and occupies the

is

township and county, and

He

old Pierson homestead.

He

served

and

devoted

his wife are

members of the United Brethren church, who supplement by their lives the faith they profess.
Benjamin Urmston was born in the State of Pennsylvania in the year 1800.
The same year he came with
his father to Springfield township,

where he remained

for

sides two miles west
ried

—

first,

—

—

supporters of the same.

now

live at ease in a

This worthy and aged couple

comfortable

home

at

Mount

Pleas-

Barnabas Hoel

He

1801.

first

was born

which he emigrated

to

settled in Springfield township, in
in

the State of

Ohio

New

early in his

Jersey, from

life.

He

was a

The

carpenter by trade, but afterwards became a farmer.

names of the surviving members of the
family: Abigail Davis, Phoebe, Rosebaum, John, and
William, the eldest son and subject of the following

following are the

sketch.

He

was born in Springfield township,

log cabin, without

He

chimney or

floor, in

in

a rude

the year 1801.

resided with his parents until the time of his marriage,

in the

born

year 1822, to Miss Julia
six children,

Ann May. To them

two sons and four daughters

:

were

Sarah

business

man

but

is

year 1854.

Miss Mary

He

was married again

Ann Huffman. The

has been that of a farmer.
zealous
father

members

of the

He

in the

year 1855, to

occupation of Mr. Hoel

and

his

wife

Presbyterian church.

are both

Grand-

and Grandmother Hoel are both dead, and

buried in the Springdale cemetery.

lie

is

strong in body, and in

During
and enough of
ulty.

has occupied

now becoming an

old man,

possession of every fac-

full

he has acquired a pleasant home

his life

goods to make himself and

this world's

wife comfortable as long as they shall live.

McCash was born
15,

He

r783.

of Greenbrier, Virginia,
children, six sons

and

Glasgow, Scotland, on

in

Ann Dodson,
them were born eleven

married Nancy

and

five

to

Elenord D., Will-

daughters:

David, CynJames and Caroline; Margaret, EdThe
ward, r^uther, David and James are not living.
wife and mother died in 1869, the husband survived unThey are buried at the Spring Grove
til the year 1871.

Edward, Margaret,

liam D., Permelia D.,
thia,

Serena, Luther,

cemetery.

Their

settlement was in

first

in Springfield township,

the year 1802,

They

on the Winton road.

woods, with no improvement excepting

set-

a log

and afterwards cleared up the farm. The old
homestead is now owned by Mrs. Sjiring.
Peter Laboyteaux was born in the year 1783 in New
Jersey, and in 1804 came with his parents to Hamilton
cabin,

county, Ohio.
ing spring,

Two

In the

he was

fall

of the

married

same

to

year, or the follow-

Miss Elizabeth Packer.

sons and three daughters were born to them:

uel, Elizabeth,

Catharine, Peter and

Sam-

His

Keziah.

first

permanent settlement was made upon the Miami purHere, in this pioneer home, he cared for his
chase.
family, with all the obstacles that a pioneer had to encounter.

His father died

came

in the

He

people could confer.

and Chamberlain.

companion

He

for over half a century.

a few years later.

lost his

B. Gardener, daughter

every position of honor and trust that an appreciative

Ann, Alexander, Emeline, Chamberlain, Maria, Delilah,
and Amanda. Those not living are Sarah Ann, Emeline,
Mr. Hoel

and

Elizabeth Simmons,

Naomi

re-

was twice mar-

—

tled in the

ant.

He

and prominent settler. The first wife bore
him two children Louisa, wife of Dr. A. B. Luce, of
Carthage, and George, a prominent coal dealer of Lockland, who was a soldier in the war of the Rebellion, losHe returned to his naing his right arm in the service.
tive county and was elected, at the close of the war,
His mother died in 1837.
auditor of Hamilton county.
The second wife became the mother of nine children.
Those now living are Alexander, John, James M., Jacob,
and Eliza. The subject of this sketch has been an active

William

them were
born five children, four sons and one daughter: Kennedy,
Robert, Mary Jane, Benjamin, and Edmund.
Kennedy
and Mary Jane the only daughter are not living. In
the year 1837 the family came again to Springfield, and
Both the parents are members
resided here ever since.
af the Baptist church, and have always been among the

pres-

LaRue, who

L.

of an old

November

to

James

1832, to Miss

in

The

in the year 1781.

of Lockland.

second, in 1838, to Miss

In the year 1828

he married Miss Rebecca Kennedy, and

at

who was born

ent survivors of the family are

a short time, then moving to Butler, where they stayed
until after his father's death, in 1821.

and moved from that State to Ohio.
of 181 2, and was one of the
Blennerhasset island.
His wife was

War

in the

Catharine Lowe,

early set-

in

sey, in the year 1774,

guards stationed

and was the daughter of an

township December
Hunterdon county. New Jer-

to Springfield

was born

brick-

To

tler.

He

Miss Huldah Pierson, who

His trade was that of a

1800.

maker.

—

He came

John LaRue came
16, 1802.

taken a chew of tobacco or smoked a cigar.

369

He

The

in 181 1;

his

mother

wife died also in

the

lived

year

1

till

813.

was afterward married to Margaret Cameron, who be
the mother of six children

daughters, and

married Miss

died in

Bedson,

sons were added to

he died.

1833.
after

— three
The

sons and three

year following he

which event three more
In the year 1848

the family.

His wife survived him some

years, but died in

Samuel, the eldest son and subject of
(he following sketch, was born in Springfield township in
the next decade.

—
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He

the year 1805.

farm

when he

birthday,

his twentieth

months

returned fifteen

the paternal roof, but

left

on the

in carrying

aided his father

he had passed

till

later

Both Mr. and Mrs. Gompton belong to the Ghrislian
Ghurch, to which they give their constant support.
His
father

is

ton homestead.

Ann

was farming.

—

Monroe, John Murray,
Peter and
Eliza Jane, Lucinda Ellen, and Joseph W.
Lucinda have died. Mr. Laboyteaux carried on the
Florien,

Lucretia,

Maria,

cooper business

town of Mount Healthy

in the

for al-

most half a century, and has acquired a good property.
Although now becoming quite advanced in years, he is
well preserved, and looks a hale old man.
Among the early settlers of Springfield township none
were more prominent than the Johnsons. Gary Johnson
came to Springfield township on horseback from Bascom
Ridge,
1

New

He

Jersey, in 1804.

was born

78 1, and at the age of twenty-three

His

land of promise.

he started

settlement

first

the year

in

for the

Here he began

He

life.

once

at

cabin and clearing away the

In the year 1805 he

was married to Miss Rachel Jessup,
nine children

— four sons and

five

about erecting a

set

forest.

whom

by

he had

daughters:

Drucilia,

Jemima, Jane, John, Abner, Sarah A., Hampton, AuAll are now dead, but Sarah Manger
gusta, and Gary B.

and Gary

who

B.,

little

the

life in

companion but three
the

years;

ground near

burial

year i865, surviving his

and they both are buried

New

1832.

He

is

Now

Burlington.

only representative of this household residing
ton county

The

resides in Jackson county, Iowa.

father departed this

Gary Benson, who was born

in

Hamilyear

the

in

in

Mr. Johnson

one of the

is

thrifty

Sarah

Jackson.

L.

farmers of his township.

While he has no membership with any church,

He

pathies are with the Universalists.

cated on a finely improved farm

near

pleasantly lo-

is

Mount

surrounded by every comfort necessary to

Pleasant,

in

1787

and came with her parents to
coming from Pittsburgh to Gincinnati on a flat-boat. The farm on which the
family first settled had been selected some time previous

in the State of

Jersey,

Springfield township in the year 1794,

by an older brother,

Stephen Jessup,

who came from

Pennsylvania on foot to seek more suitable
poets, the

Reuben

and produc-

Stephen Jessup was grandfather

tive lands.

Gary
S.

to the

noted

sisters.

Gompton was born

in

Golerain

township,

Hamilton county, in the year 1804. His business was
His wife, Bathsheba Laboyteaux, was born in

farming.

1806.

The members

of his family

still

living

are

in

early as 1805 he

An-

the State of

in

1757,

came

to Springfield town-

and died in 1842. His business
Hannah, his wife, was born in 1757, and

The

died in 1840.

where he now

only survivor of his family

He

the youngest son.

was born

William,

is

on the farm
In the year 1842 he was married to

lives.

in

1808,

Miss Gharlotte Joselyn, who bore him ten children

George W., William,

Benjamin,

Josephine,

Nancy

Walden

one of the best

is

With

county.

J.,

he has long been connected with

his wife,

He

the Presbyterian church.

competency, and

Edward

Marcus,

Emma, and Sarah. Mr.
men of the township and

O., Gharlotte,

now

is

has gradually acquired a

the enjoyment

is

of cheerful

surroundings and a comfortable home.

Jacob Hoffner was born

1765, in Burke

the year

in

county, Pennsylvania, and from this State he emigrated
to

Ohio and

settled

His death occurred
in

Springfield township

in

Mount

at

Pleasant in

1805.

in

While

1845.

Pennsylvania he followed the business of wagonmaker,
Mrs. Magdalen Hoffner, wife

but was a farmer in Ohio.

of Jacob Hoffner, was born in 1768, and died in 1840.

The members

of the family

now

alive are Eliza Johnston,

who

a resident of Gumminsville; Samuel,
dianapolis;

and Thomas, the

third son,

lives

In-

at

and subject of

following sketch.

Thomas Hoffner was born
to

Hamilton county

he enlisted in the

Franklin county, Pennwith his parents

he and his brother Jacob

in 1805,

walking the entire distance,

Wheeling, Virginia.

in

He came

sylvania, in the year 1796.

and crossing the

,

river

Although but a youth of

War

of 1812.

at

sixteen,

After an absence of six

months, he returned to the parental roof unhurt, and

crowned with
were justly

the honors to which our

all

entitled.

pioneer home.

To

Bolser.

dren

brave

sons

After the close of the war he re-

turned and aided his father in the

his wants.

Rachel Jessup, wife of Gary Johnson, was born

New

sym-

his

As

ship from Kentucky,

the

His business has always been that of farming.

married, in the year 1859, Miss

Benjamin Walden was born
Virginia.

Ohio was the

in

farm now owned and occupied by his son, Gary Benson.

Gomp-

buried in a private burial-place on the old

and learned the cooper's trade with his father. In the
year 1827 he was married to Maria Louisa Wright, the
To them were born five
daughter of an early pioneer.
Frederick ^V., Peter, Thomas,
sons and four daugters

cultivation of the

In 1815 he was married to Miss Sarah

Mr. and Mrs. Hoffner were born eight

—one son and seven daughters:

John

chil-

G., Gatharine,

Rebecca, Eliza, Elizabeth, Amanda, Sarah, and Mary.
Eliza,

Amanda, and Mary

the wife also died.

1836,

to

He

are dead.

In the year 1824

was married again in the

Miss Abigail Smith.

They

are both

j'ear

active

members of

the church of United Brethren and have

always been

among

its

most staunch supporters.

In the

year 1827, he aided his father in carrying on the farm,
in 1839 returned to Massachusetts, and brought
back with him Miss Sarah Adams, whom he soon after

and

married,

and who

made

is

now

his

companion.

His

first

woods, with no improvements

drew Jackson, Alexander, Ghrystalina, Emeline,
Gornelia and Oliver.
The last named was born

at the

whatever to give evidence of his ever having had a pre-

old homestead in Golerain township

1826.

He

decessor.

his

majority.

mained with

He

his parents until

in

he attained

Eliza,

re-

married, on the thirteenth of April, 1854, Miss Eliza-

beth

Voorhees, of Warren county.

children

—Flora

Ellen,

They have three
Laura Francis, and Alfred R.

purchase was

in the

Here he began

life

in reality.

As time wore

on, six children were born to this pioneer couple

— four

Thomas, Gharley, Gynthia,
Thomas and Gharles are now
Joseph, Isaac, and Ella.
The sympathies of Mr. and Mrs. Weston
deceased.
sons and two daughters:
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have ever been with the Universalist church, to which

Wozencraft,

they give their support.

great professional prominence;

of San

Francisco,

California

—a

man

of

Hoffner, was born in the year 1833, in the old Hoffner

and Captain J. J. Wozencraft, who was born in Cincinnati August 6, 1807.
Prior
to his marriage he was with his father in business.
At

At the age of nineteen he went

the age of seventeen he learned the tinner's trade with

Thomas and Sarah

C. Hoffner, youngest child of

John

homestead.

&

Cincinnati with the firm of Canfield

as a clerk to

In

Mofifett, grocers.

the year i860 he returned to the farm where he has ever
since

He

resided.

married

Cincinnati and a noted river

To

pilot.

Hoffner were born twelve children,

Mary

W.,

Valleria

living:

John H., and William
a family whose record
zenith in

Odd

E.,

of

six

Ada

of

sr.,

He

has reached the

member

for

Jersey, in 1752,

Creek township

settled in Mill

in

Monmouth county. New
from which State he moved to Pennsylwas born

employer's wishes was so appreciated that he was given

deputy

now

are

Rebecca,

thirteen years.

Henry Rogers,

and remained ten years. After comand prompt attention to his

whom

Fellowship, having been a

the year 1806.

Bird,

In 1828 he married
Miss Olivia King, daughter of Alexander King, the first

Estella,

He

spotless.

Norman

Mr. and Mrs.

settler

Mr. Hoffner comes from

Allen.
is

Miss

the year 1855,

in

Zorada Harrison, whose father was an early

Mr.

pleting his trade, his faithful

in

and thence to Ohio. He died in Cincinnati in
During the Revolutionary war he was a
soldier in the American army.
By occupation he was a
weaver.
His wife, Phoebe Bennet, was born in 1766,

the position of superintendent.

Hamilton county.

Four sons and three
John M., Anna E., William
A., ex-mayor of Paris, Illinois; Oliver, who was killed by
the explosion of an engine; Edwin D., who was band
master for three years during the late war; Martha M.,
and Mary Ellen, now wife of John Fisher, an extensive
sheriff of

daughters were given them

:

The

manufacturer of carriages in Cincinnati.
subject has been one of position

eleven successive years he was elected

Company No.

life

of our

prosperity.

For

commander

of the

and

He

was the

vania,

Fire

1839 or 1840.

grand worthy chief Templar west of the Alleghanies,

and died some time during the AVar of 1812. Their descendants were Elizabeth, Sarah, Hannah, Phoebe, Jemima, Amos, Samuel, Nancy, Henry, and Maria all
dead except Henry, Amos and Samuel dying in infancy.

—

Elizabeth married

Thomas McFeely,

of Virginia; Sarah,

Hannah, Zebulon Strong, of Vermont;
Phcebe, Jonathan Holden, of Vermont; Jemima, Richard McFeely; Nancy, Cyrus Brown, of Ohio; Maria,
Levi Finney, of Ohio Henry, Miss Rachel Maria Hill,
Michael Burge

;

;

New

daughter of Jedtdiah Hill, of

Henry, the

Jersey.

only survivor of this large family, was born in Fayette
county, Pennsylvania, in 1806, and
to

Hamilton county, Ohio, the

When

seventeen years of age, he

out, a

poor boy, to

came

fall

of

left his

same

year.

home and went
His

fight the battle of life alone.

has been occupied in various pursuits.
the trade

with his parents
the

He

first

life

learned

of cabinetmaking, for which he soon acquired

a distaste and gave

it

up.

For a time

after this

month whenever work could be

out by the

the year 1828 he engaged with Jedediah Hill,

wards became his father-in-law,

he worked

who

Mr. Rogers

is

ganization, but his wife

not associated with any church oris

a devout Christian, a

member
its

of

best

supporters.

John M. Wozencraft came
was born

in Wales, but

to Cincinnati in 1806.

He

emigrated to the State of Ohio

from Baltimore, Maryland.

In

his

sixty-fourth

year,

while in South Carolina and on his way to England, he
died.

His

Hannah, lived to be nearly ninety-two
Her death occurred in San Vermideno,
Of this family there now remain Dr. O. M.

wife,

years of age.
California.

wife has

in

society,

His estimable

They have

always been a devout Christian.

acquired a good property that novv enables them to
at ease.

Their

home

at

is

Mount

first

has ever

advancing and improving

advocate of law and order.

live

Pleasant.

Mr. Jacob Skillman, with his family, made
settlement in Springfield township, in

1806.

his

first

He

was

born on Long Island, but emigrated from Pennsylvania
to Ohio.

In the Revolutionary war he was a recruiting

coming to Ohio he cleared the farm now
owned by his grandson, Henry. His children were six in
number: Isaac, Benjamin, Jacob, Thomas, and Abraham, all now deceased. Henry, second son of Abraham
and Abigail Skillman, was born in the Skillman homeAfter

officer.

stead in

He

the year 1824.

was married in 1857, to

daughter of one of Hamilton

Miss Augusta Foster,

came to Ohio prior to
Four sons and one daughter were afterward
Albert, George, Harry, Frank, and Emma. George

county's earliest families, which
1800.

born

:

byterian church,

in operating his flouring

the Baptist church, and has always been one of

firm

after-

and cultivating his farm. He married in the year
To Mr. and Mrs. Rogers was born
1832, September 22.
He married, March 15, 1866, Mary
one son, Wilson T.
Jane Chadwick, who has become the mother of two sons.
Our subject now owns and occupies the old Hill homestead.

and a

and Harry hav^

mill

He

besides holding other honorable places.

been an active leader

In

obtained.

of Cincinnati.

5,

died.
Both parents belong to the Presand have always been among the leading
and most reliable members.

Abiezer Miles settled in Springfield township in 1807.

He

emigrated from the State of Pennsylvania, where he

was born

in the

year 1768.

farmer and shoemaker.

He

was

at

different times

During the War of 181 2, he

helped carry the dead from the

His

battlefield.

wife,

Judith Miles, was born in 1775, and lived until 1839.
His death took place at the old home in the year 1832.

The

children are

Hannah Robinson,

living

at

Batavia,

Clermont county, and John J. The latter was born
Pennsylvania in 1801, and came with his parents
Springfield township.

pied by him was the

made by

in
to

The farm now owned and occufirst

permanent place of settlement

As he was prospered he gradually
improved the pioneer home, till it became one of the
pleasantest places in the township.
John J. resided with
his parents till their decease, when he became owner of
the father.
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He

the farm.

was twice married,

to Miss

first

To them

Margaret

as

sex,

to

among whom was George Washington Cox,

now

of Loveland, next to the youngest of the family.

children: James, Jacob

He

was born December

dith,

and was brought up

Skillman, October 24, 1822.

were born nine

S., John S., George, Sarah, JuSusan R., Phcebe, and Mary.
Sarah, Margaret,

Phoebe, Mary, James and John are dead.

The

wife died.

Matilda Jessup,

who

Mrs.

and Emma.

who have

Israel,

The

two are

last

members

devoted

Miles' are

was the mother of

afterward

and

children: Margaret
B., Ella,

In 1845 the

following year he was married to Miss
five

twins.

the

Christian

January 22, 1868.

McLean came from

and

Pennsylvania to Ohio,

The

settled in Springfield in the year 1807.

members of

Samuel.

surviv-

McLean, was born in the Slate of Pennsylvania in the
year 1799, and came with his parents to Hamilton county
in the year 1807.
The family for a while was obliged
to

occupy the old block-house

were the red

men

leaving

age of thirty

whom he had

The

family located

township, where the father died shortly

in Springfield
after,

Columbia, so hostile

at

just at that time.

Samuel to superintend the farm. At the
he married Miss Elizabeth Whitlock, by
Jerome

seven sons:

B., Jasper, Sylvester,

Loami, Arthur, now deceased, John and Stephen.

Ar-

thur was a prominent attorney of Cincinnati, and after-

wards a lieutenant

War

in the

Here

of 1861.

his health

became impaired, and he returned to his home and soon
Our subject was one who led an active busi-

after died.

ness

life,

a

man

of

whom

took a very active part

his neighbors

in

the

He

our older citizens have vivid recollections.

which

occupied

the position of colonel and general, and became every-

where known as Colonel Samuel McLean.
a
is

life

After living

He

of usefulness, he departed in the year 1872.

buried beside his parents in the burial place at Spring-

dale.

was
of

again, after her death in 1864,

He

has three children, one, Lenroy,

years old, by his

first

and the others,
and Idella, a

wife,

Elva, a son,

wife,

daughter, eleven years old.
Elisha C.

Walden was born
He came

State of Kentucky.

He

quite a small boy.

Nancy

Ogle,

in the year 1800, in the

to

Hamilton county when

was twice married,

who died about

first

Miss

to

He

the year 1840.

was

married again in the year 1843, to Miss Julia L. Kitchel,

daughter of an old family, her parents being Samuel and

Margaret Kitchel.

The

life

At

first

to various pursuits.

Walden was devoted

of Mr.

he was a merchant

in Darr-

town, and in later years he occupied and superintended

now

the farm in Springfield township, where his widow

He

resides.

is

most excellent

spoken of by neighbors and friends as a
respected and es-

a gentleman

citizen,

teemed wherever known.

Years before

his

death he

associated himself with the Presbyterian church, of which

in the fall of

He

been a member.

his wife has long

He

could boast.

militia musters, of

and

by the second

twins,

the family are John, Betsey, Sallie, and

Samuel, the oldest son of William and Isabella

He
Ayres,

Hartin (Hole) Smith, widow of Oscar Smith,

Mrs.

to

now twenty

William

In 1874 he removed to Lockland, where

it.

is

Springfield township,

of

Burlington,

now engaged in keeping a livery stable.
married December 10, 1858, to Rebecca

he

and John
Mr. and

died,

church.

ing

nected with

New

27, 1837, at

the hotel and on the farm con-

at

departed this

Philander Allen settled in Cincinnati in 1811.

born

in

life

1876, after several years of severe affliction.

He

Cornwall, Connecticut, in 1779. His wife's

was

name

was Hannah Foster.

She was born

surviving children are

Samuel S., Harriet Townley, Sarah
Samuel S., fourth son of Philan-

Hilts,

and Edward

der and

Hannah

P.

his

four

Hamilton county

Allen, was born in

He made

the year 1820.

The

in 1782.

home

in

with his parents un-

the time of their death.
He was married in 1849 to
Miss Emeline Riddle, daughter of one of the pioneers.

til

Samuel Johnson,

first

settled, in the year 1807, in

He

was born in 1788, in

New

There were born

to

that State he emigrated to Ohio.

His

three daughters.

Their names are Mary, Jacob, Charles,

sr.,

Springfield township.
Jersey,

and from

death occurred in 1878, at his

home

in

Mount

Pleasant.

He

pursued the business of farming, and his first purchase was the farm now owned by the Riddle heirs. His
wife, whose name was Phoebe Jessup, was born in 1793,

and died

in 1865.

in the year 1797.

She came
The names

to

Ohio with her parents

of surviving

members

of

them seven children

Henry, George, Anna, and Carrie

who

—

died at the age of two years.

on and
wife are

is

the

all

—four sons and

living but Jacob,

Our

subject resides

owner of the old homestead.

members of

He

and

his

the Presbyterian church in Spring-

dale.

Daniel Brown settled on section fifteen of Springfield

He

the family and their places of residence are John, Lydia,

township in 1812.

and Samuel.
John and his sister
Jane reside in Texas. Samuel and two sisters, Lydia and
Abigail, reside on the old homestead in Mount Pleasant,
which is also owned by them.

Hagerstown, Maryland, but emigrated into Ohio from

Abigail, Jane, Dale,

New

Major William Cox came from

Jersey to Hamil-

ton county, Colerain township, in 1809.

mason, and was out
quired his military

Tunis and Martha.
near

New

in the
title.

War

He

of 181

He

was a stone

where he achad but two children,

The former

settled

2,

in

Springfield,

Burlington, where he kept the old Eleven-mile

House, or Farmer's Rest, on the Hamilton pike, which
was known as one of the best hotels of the county outHe had twelve children, evenly divided
side the city.

Pennsylvania.

While

mechanic, but his

life

was born

in

the year

in the latter State

in

wife

was Elizabeth Bahn.

and

his wife lived

Ohio was

He

now

he worked as a

that of a farmer.

died at his

but nine years longer.

children are: William,

1779, at

His

home in 1S53,
The surviving

living in Illinois; Isaac, in In-

diana; Mrs. McGilliard and Mrs. Yerkes, both living in

and John, who remains on the old
Brown homestead. He was born in the year 181 2, and
came with his parents to Ohio in the same year. He was
They have
married in 1839 to Miss Harriet McCoy.
Mr. Brown
nine children, six sons and three daughters.
is one of the substantial and enterprising farmers of
Springfield township;

yud-t:rn^

Gary Benson Johnson resides at the ancestral home, three-quarters of
a mile west of Mount Pleasant. He is the fourth son of Gary Johnson,
born March 28, 1781, in Somerset county. New Jersey, and died at his
home farm near Mount Pleasant February 15, i866, and buried at
Burlington cemetery. Gary was the oldest son of Abner Johnson, who
died January 14, 1832, in Golerain township, and who was the son of
Samuel, who died May 14, 1808, and was buried in Basking Ridge

is

preserved quite faithfully in the engraving accompanying this notice.

An

Mr.
old well, still used, marks the hallowed spot where it stood.
Johnson pursued with energy the clearing and improvement of the
place, which was deeded some time afterwards by the father to him
and his brothers Samuel and .Andrew, who also came out in 1807 and
When the elder Johnson came, in 1813, he setsettled their places.
tled at the

former

site

the famous ancient

cabin on

Long

army near Morristown, where it spent two winters and lost many men
from small-pox and other causes. He received his pay in land warrants
covering a half-section of land, which he sent out by Golonel Ludlow,

township.

New

They were

all

of Scotch ancestry, and

all at

with instructions to locate them favorably within eight or ten miles of
Gincinnati.
thirty-two,

The

colonel located with them the west half of section

adjoining the present village of

Johnson sent

his

son Gary to view the

Mount

Pleasant.

Mr.

and improve it; and he,
pushed his way through

tract

after staying for a short time in Gincinnati,

the woods to the site of the property, where he built a log cabin, about
one hundred and fifty yards northwest of the present homestead. It
Its appearance, however.
stood until 1880, when it was torn down.

of Dunlap's station, in Golerain township, near

work in the bend of the river, which contains the
old cemetery in which Abner Johnson lies buried.
Gary Johnson, his son, married Rachel, daughter of John Jessup, of
Mrs. Johnson was an aunt
Mill Greek township, September 12, 1805.
Her
of Mrs. Robert Gary, mother of the famous Gary sisters.
grandfather, Stephen Jessup, was a weaver's apprentice in England,
came
world
the
ran
away
from
a
hard
master
and
to
the
new
in
but

some time
residents of Basking Ridge, Somerset county, New Jersey; and they
were all brought up as members of the old Presbyterian church, whose
building (of 1839) still stands at Basking Ridge, upon the site of the
log church put up for the society near the beginning of the seventeenth
century.
Gary Johnson was the first of the family to come to HamilHe immigrated on horseback in 1804, a young carpenter
ton county.
of twenty-three, making his beginnings in the world. His father (grandfather of Gary Benson Johnson) had been a wagoner in Washmgton's
cemetery.

early part of the eighteenth century.
Island,

He

lived a long time in a log^

and moved thence

to

Gumberland, Deerfield
and made his

Jersey, where he accumulated property

—a

now in possession of
Gary B. Johnson. He had three sons, John,
Isaac, and Daniel; and two daughters, Sarah and Abigail.
John was
grandfather of G. B. Johnson.
Daniel was father of Daniel Jessup,
jr., who became known as "Indian Daniel," from the fact of his capture by the Indians.
Isaac went south, and from him was reputed X-o
be descended General Jessup, of the United States army. Abigail
came to this county, where she married a Mr. Gallagher, and became
the mother of the celebrated poet and magazinist, W. D. Gallagher,
will

February

his

great-grandson,

17,

1757

curious old document,

thus confirming the notion of the poetic strain in the blood suggested.

by the

talent of the

Gary

sisters,

who were

also,

on their mother's

side,

Gary and Rachel Johnson had children as follows;
Drusilla, born February 14, 1S07; married Samuel Weston October

September 16, 1849.
Jemima Hampton, born August 16, 1810; married Isaac Weston
(brother of Samuel) in May, 1829; died July ir, 1831.
Jane, born August 26, 1813; married George W. Rice September 26,

25, 1828; died

1833; died

March

19,

wife,

John, born April 29, 1815; died July ist of the same year.
Abner, born September 6, 1816; was married November 16, 1843, to
G. Moran, of Livingston county, Missouri, where he died De-

cember 8, 1846.
Sarah A., born November

bam upon

was a member of the Universalist church. In the
notable improvement in the building of a large
which was then one of the most capacious in the

made a

his place,

Seven years
county, and is still used, with additions, by his son.
afterwards he built the mansion occupied by Gary Benson Johnson,

from brick burned by him upon his farm, in the identical shape and
interior arrangement in which it now appears, in an excellent state of
preservation in every respect.

8,

1819; married Joseph E.

Munger Octo-

ber 27, 1841, and residing at Maquoketa, Iowa.
Hampton, born March 21, 1824; married Harriet Freeman

May

22,

1850; died September 17, 1869.

born November

i,

1828; died

August

4,

1831.

more

difficult

portions of

child, Gary B. Johnson, came into the possession of
homestead upon the death of his father and that of his
brother Hampton (in 1869), who was co-heir with him under the will.
His uncle Andrew's former homestead has also come into his possesHe has remained from childhood at the old home,
sion by purchase.
engaged in the peaceful pursuits of the farm, unvexed by political or
He took an active part in the extension of the GoUege
official life.
Hill Narrow Gauge railroad to Mount Pleasant, and was mainly m-

Their youngest

the paternal

it.
For this purpose he gave the right of way
through a mile of his landed possessions and a thousand dollars in

strumental in securing

and came to the Miami country with
She remained united in wedher parents about six years afterwards.
lock to Mr. Johnson through the long period of nearly fifty-eight
years, when, January 15, 1863, she departed this life in hope of a
blessed immortality.
Her husband died February 15, i866. He, as

the early part of the

7,

of the

himself,

homestead near Mount Pleasant July 10,
and Nancy (Riddle) Jackson, September 21, 1859, and residing still at his birth-place.
Mrs. Rachel Jessup Johnson was born in Northumberland county,
at the

1832; married Sarah L. Jackson, daughter of Joseph

Pennsylvania, September

Some

the work, as the sash of the windows, were executed by Mr. Johnson

1849.

Mary

Augusta L.,
Gary Benson, born

also his

year 1813 he

of the Jessup stock.

1787,

cash.

He, although of Democratic stock, turned to Republicanism during
war of the Rebellion, and has since voted steadily
with the party of that faith. About 1871 his health was permanently
affected by falling from a load of lumber upon his head, which came
near costing him his life, and paralyzed him for some time. His general health

is

otherwise excellent.

His married

life

has been childless.
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By hard labor and wise economy he

Hamilton county.

He

has acquired a comfortable home.
rious positions ot

honor and

has occupied va-

that the appreciative

trust

He

people of his neighborhood thought best to confer.

and Mrs. Brown are both earnest members of the Christian church.

Brown, the eldest son of Aaron and Cynthia

Joel

Brown, was born

He came

J814.

in New Jersey, from which
His death occurred in Iowa,
Early in his life he carried on the

In 1783 he was born

moved

State he
in the

to Ohio.

year 1850.

business of weaving, but later

Hogland,

became

the State of Connecticut, in

1808.

township,

1814.

Amos Wolverton was

and

the subject of the following sketch.

is

born in

New

a moral man, and lives what he believes.

were quite prominent

couple have

To

—

dren

five

the early settlement of that

in

Mr. and Mrs. Brown were born eight

sons and three daughters

Emma,

chil-

Alexis,

with any church organization he ever favors what

and

He and

true.

home

pleasant

is

good

estimable wife live at ease in a

his

in Springfield

the

home where he had

He

Ohio.

always lived since coming to

born

in

member
and

New

to Miss Harriet

Charles,

Charles, Sarah,

member

Sarah

wife,

was

only surviving
Field,

He

who owns
was born

came

with his

In 1834 he was married

later.

and

Perrine,

— Jacob,

nine children

a

The

John R.

Jersey in 1810, and

parents to Ohio two years

is

is

on the old Field homestead.

in the State of

beth,

Hester Ross, his

1770, and died in 1856.

of the family t.o-day

resides

—

Mary,

them have been born

to

Martha, Jane, Hester A., ElizaB.,

Catharine R., and Lydia R.

and Elizabeth are

Mrs. Field

still living.

of the Presbyterian church, but her husband

Matilda and one that died in infancy.
one of the few remaining pioneers of

Harriet,

Mr. Wolverton

is

Hamilton county, a good and esteemed
he

citizen.

While

not associated with any church organization, he

is

now reached

and are remarkably

is

This worthy

and ten

their three-score

years,

well preserved for their years.

William Riddle, grandson of the famous pioneer. ColJohn Riddle, eldest son of John and Catharine

onel

Riddle, was born

March

15, 18 15,

and made

with his parents until his marriage, in

his

home

Miss
one of the pioneer families.
They have had four children Lydia A., Edgar
B., Alice D., and one that died without name in infancy.

Lemira

1854, to

Burdsall, daughter of

S.

—

has acquired a comfortable fortune, and his surround-

ings

show more than ordinary

earnest

members of

supporters of

He came

1815.

the

and

thrift

Church of

Both are
and staunch

taste.

Christ,

institutions.

its

Joseph Carman

taught school in his early years, but later de-

voted himself to farming.

In 1833 he

daughters: David, William, Thomas, Eliza Ann, Eveline,

He

township.

In
Jacob Field was born in New Jersey in 1768.
1812 he settled in this township.
He died in 1841, at

with his parents to Ohio in 1814.

married Miss Rebecca Carl, daughter of a pioneer.
The
fruit of this union was nine children
three sons and six

—Alphonso, Alonzo,

and Emma. Alphonso, Alonzo, Lorenzo, Alvin, Lovisa, and Emma have
died.
Mr. Brown is one of the substantial and thrifty
farmers of the township.
While he is not associated
Lorenzo, Alvin, Lovisa,

came

1811, and

Jersey, in

Here the family settled immediately, in the vvoods, with
no improvements whatever to give evidence of their
having a predecessor.
Our subject resided with his
father.
In clearing up the pioneer home much devolved
upon him, he being the eldest. At the age of seventeen
he began the trade of carpenter and joiner, which occupation he has industriously and successfully pursued for
more than twenty years. In the year 1829 he married
Miss Anna Wright, of Ashtabula county, whose parents
county.

Mary

a farmer.

was born in 1789, and died in 1835.
The children are John, Alfred, William, Milton, Harriet,
Neely, Ann Laboyteaux, and Amos, who resides in the
his wife,

with his parents to Ashtabula county in

in

373

settled

from

New

Springfield township,

in

in

Jersey to Ohio, and remained

same township, where he made his earliest imtill
1831, when his death occurred.
The
farm first owned by him is now the property of John M.
Cochran. The wife, Mary Carman, has long been
in the

provements,

among

The daughter, Susan

the dead.

Broadwell, living

on the Ohio river, is now over
eighty-four years of age.
Andrew, the only male representative, was born in the year 1S04, in the State of New
Jersey, and came with his parents to Hamilton county in
1815, and made his home with them until the time of
at

Smith's

Landing,

He

—

has never become identified with any religious organiza-

his marriage.

tion.

Miss Frances Watson, who died twelve years later. They
had two children one infant not named, and Benjamin,

John T. Snodgrass was born
tober

7,

1812.

He

remained

in

Hamilton county Oc-

at his early

home

till

his

marriage with Miss Catharine Hoffner, in the spring of

— William,

Eleven children were born to them
-Thomas, John, Jethro, Oliver, Felty A., Mary
1836.

F., Angeand Albert. All are dead but
Angeline, who married George Laboyteaux, one of the
line, Harriet,

James

B.,

prominent merchants of Mount Pleasant. Mr. Snodgrass
served as trustee of the township a number of years. He
died in the year 1868, while in Minnesota recruiting his
health.

He, as well as

his wife,

was a member of the

Mrs. Snodgrass, with her son-in-law

Christian church.

and daughter, reside

in a

comfortable

home

in

Mount

Pleasant.

John Wolverton

settled in Springfield township, in

first,

in

1830, to

—

who

lived to the age

ing a wife
in the

and two

year

1850,

of thirty-four years, and died leav-

Mr. Carmen married again
Miss Rebecca Campbell, who died

children.

within a year after marriage.

When

Mr. Carmen again

married, he was united to Miss Charity Sharp.

now

in his seventy-seventh year,

little

in log

and

grandchildren remain to him.
cabin days, and underwent the

and hardships with the pioneer
Isaac Lane, the eldest son of

was born

in

Springfield

He

childless, but

is

two

Mr. Carmen lived
many disadvantages

fathers.

John and Rosanna Lane,

township, in the year 181 6, at

Lane bomstead. In his youthful days he worked
and assisted his father in carrying on
the farm.
Much devolved upon him, he being the eldest

the old

at blacksmithing,
first

was thrice married
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son of

He

his father's family.

resided under the parental

1839, to Miss

roof until the time of his marriage, in

and two

Mr. Yerkes

children.

four years of married

companion

lost his

Mr. Yerkes married

life.

after

for his

Margaret Hill, daughter of a pioneer.
To Mr. and Mrs.
Lane were born eleven children seven sons and four
Their names are as follows: Mary, Albert,
daughters.

second wife Miss Elizabeth Brown, who was also of quite
an early and prominent family, of whom an extended
account will be found elsewhere.
To this second mar-

Emma,

riage were born six children

—

John, Anna, Frank, Newton, Charlie, Jerome,

and

Nettie

Both grew

to years of

womanhood, and

members

earnest

little

their loss to the

ward

Grandfather

of the Christian church.

and grandmother Lane are dead, and
side in the

ters

churchyard

New

at

buried side by

lie

—

was born

Sterritt

the time of his marriage to Miss Sarah Hall, in the year

in

To them

lost his

were born two sons

companion

married again

in the

was

year 1844 to Miss Catharine Chris-

This second union gave him

man.

He

sons and three daughters

Amanda, Henry, and Emeline.

children

six

— Charles,

Leander,

and

wife were both

his

members of

He

father died in 1873.

was a

esteemed wherever known, and

among

felt

buried in

came to Cincinnati in 1818. He was born
Haven, Connecticut, and emigrated from that
While living in the former State he folState to Ohio.
lowed the tailor's trade. After coming to Ohio he was a
Elijah Hills

New

His death occurred

farmer.

becca

Hills,

in

died the year previous.

bers of his family are

His

1848.

The

wife,

surviving

Re-

mem-

Townsend, Rebecca Maine, Martha

Sprong, Susan, and Alfred, the eldest son,
in 1805, in the State of Connecticut.

who was born

He came

Compton was born

Ohio

in the year

to

Ohio

life

Springfield

in a pleasant

home

farming.

His

until

marriage in

his

Jersey,

and emigrated

His settlement was made

He

township.

New

in

1820.

The last-named was born

the Springdale cemetery.

in

Elias

Joseph, Azariah, Wilson,

was keenly
lies

a retired

are

and

He now

living

He

citizen respected

his loss

family and other friends.

to

now

is

1832; the husband lived

the Presbyterian

has

Glendale.

afterward

church, and were ever consistent to the faith they professed.

The

subject

—three

Those deceased

entirely

He

in Cincinnati.

to

first

Lovina,

Charles and Leander, both dying in early childhood.

to Cincinnati

Jane B. Keys. His second
wife was Abigail C. McCoy.
Both are dead, and our

— Joseph and John.

winter of 1827.

in the

came

His business career has been

in the year 1820.

devoted to the mercantile trade

Burlington.

the State of Pennsyl-

in

1801, and

vania, Franklin county, in

been twice married;

1827.

sons and two daughHiram, Martin, and Ed-

all living.

John Hall was born in the State of Pennsylvania in
the year 1794 and came with his parents to Springfield
township in the year 1817, and resided with them until

He

—four

Alfred, Elizabeth,

Benjamin

Mr. and Mrs. Lane are both

fond parents was great.

— Susan,

Mary and Anna.

All are living but

Willie.

Bacheba

wife,

died

Hill,

The

1866.

till

Charles.

and remained

at

home

Miss Margaret Boggs.

to

1863,

in

children are

Mary Ann, Phoebe, and
in 1827,

in

and

followed shoemaking,

—

They had one child only Ella M. In 187 1 his wife
died, and he again married in 1873.
The second wife
was Martha N. Hurst, who has become the mother of a
son, Clarence M.
The family are now living on the old
homestead of the Comptons. They are all connected
with the

His father

Presbyterian church.

ai^d

mother

are buried in the Springfield cemetery.

Archibald

January

and

America,

moved

Brown was born
In the

22, 1776.

settled

in Argyleshire, Scotland,

1825 he emigrated to

year

but subsequently

Cincinnati,

in

Creek township, where he died May 22,
His aged wife, Ellen Brown, survived him less
1858.
than a year, dying January 6, 1859.
She was born on
the twentieth of May, 1779.
His business was that of
into Mill

The

with his parents, and at the age of thirty he married Ellen

fanning.

McCash, the daughter of an early settler. Three sons
were born to them
Townsend, Alfred, and Charles, who

Adams, and Matthew, the youngest son and subject of the following sketch.
Matthew Brown was born
in Scotland in the year 182 1, and four years later came

—

Mr. Hills has gained sufficient property

died in infancy.

make

to

wife can
ful

his old

now

age comfortable, and he and his aged

fully

enjoy their pleasant home, and cheer-

that State to Ohio,

in Virginia

where he

ship in the year 1819.

and came from

settled in Springfield town-

All through his

life

he followed

the business of farming, and was a soldier in the

He

1812.

died

in

Indiana

wife,

Margaret Yerkes, died

The

surviving

chel

in his
in

hundredth

in Virginia, in the year 181

He

of

His

her eighty-seventh year.

members of the fainily are John H., RaReed, Mary Griffith, Margaret Jolly, and Joshua,

the second son and subject of this sketch.

to

War

year.

2,

and came with

He was

born

his parents

Hamilton county when but a lad of seven summers.
left

the parental roof at the age of fourteen;

twice married,

first

to

was

Miss Eliza McGillard, daughter of

To Mr. and Mrs. Yerkes was born an
Howard, who resides in Iowa and has a wife

were William, Archibald,

He

with the family to Hamilton county.
his parents

Brown

surroundings.

Joshua Yerkes was born

children

Isa-

belle

to

till

reinained with

the time of his marriage to Miss Martha

Nine children have been born

in the year 1847.

them, eight of

whom

are

now

living.

Mr. Brown

is

one of the substantial and enterprising farmers of his
region, and a citizen respected and esteemed.
He and
his wife are both

earnest

members

of the Presbyterian

church, and are staunch supporters of the faith they profess.

By

dint of hard labor

and

careful

has acquired a comfortable property.

management, he

He

is

now

sur-

rounded by almost every comfort that a gracious heaven
can confer, and as he and his estimable lady pass along
life's

journey, they can look back without regret

well-spent

life.

upon a

Grandfather and grandmother Brown He

buried side by side in Spring Grove cemetery.

Thomas Weston

an early pioneer.

in 1827.

only son,

chusetts,

He

settled

was born

and died

in

in

Springfield township

in

1769, in Townsend, Massa-

in 1836, at his

home

in this township.
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He

was a farmer and shoemaker, and in the winter was
miller.
Mercy, his wife, was born in 1776,

sometimes a

and died in 1829. The surviving children are: Maria
Adams, who lives at Mount Pleasant; Phoebe, who lives
in Missouri; and Silas, the only present male representaHe was born in Massachesetts in the
tive of the family.
year 181 2, and came with his parents to Hamilton

and

37^

were earnest Christians, their sympathies

his wife

being with the Presbyterian people.

Augustus Isham was born

in the year 1801, in the

town of Colchester, Connecticut, and comes of quite a
His

prominent family.

life

has been taken up in various

pursuits, but principally that of the mercantile business.

He

Mr. and Mrs. Isham were born

John Adams, the eldest son of John and Asenath
Adams, was born in the State of Massachusetts in the

are living, one son

He

year 1805.

assisted his father in cultivating the farm

and in the manufacture of barrels, up to the year 1827,
when he married and immediately after came to Hamilton county.
To Mr. and Mrs. Adams were born two
daughters
Mary Ann and Harriet D. His pursuit since
coming to Ohio has been that of a cooper and farmer.
He was marIn the year 1855 he lost his companion.
ried again, in the year 1856, to Miss Maria Weston.

—

Adams

Mr. and Mrs.

are active

members

of the Univer-

church, and have ever been staunch supporters of

salist

He

the faith they profess.

and he and

home

Mount

in

has retired from business,

his family live at ease in a

comfortable Httle

panion

in the

less

Mr. and Mrs. Hall had eight children:

Mary

Caroline,
A.,

Mary

E.,

George W., Thomas

Hard

(deceased).

labor

Elizabeth, William

J.,

B., James
Mary Ellen
management have

Flora May, and

and excellent

accumulated quite a handsome property.

Himself and

both members of the Presbyterian church

are

wife

and have ever been strong

Springdale,

believers,

at

and

supporters also, of the faith they professed.

John and Christiana
Hamilton county,

Hall, the second son of

John

Hall, was born in Springfield township,

His occupation has always been that of a farmer.

in 1829.

He

1809.

They have had

— Elizabeth

Our

is

is

enterprising and prosperous.

one of

its

earnest supporters; he

is

not connected with

any church organization, but always favors the
firmly advocates law

William Herbert

and

may

was born

1806.
ship at

in

right,

and

not be classed

among Hamilton

Northamptonshire, England,

its

history.

in the year

At the age of fourteen he began an apprenticethe tailor's trade.
His time expiring when he

had attained

his

majority, in the year 1829 he married

Mary Page, whose maiden name was Matthews. They
had three children, one son and two daughters: Elizabeth, Mary Ann, and William, of whom only Elizabeth
remains.

He

He followed

is

one of the

He

in Springfield township,

He

farmers of the township.

the occupation of tailor for a period of seven

years in Cincinnati.

life.

first

lost his

has quite a comfortable

where he

companion

one son and
Elizabeth

five

Jane,

Margaret, and

Elizabeth R.,
is

3,

Margaret

one of the most enter-

a

is

member

of the county board of con-

and has occupied nearly every

speaking for him the

Brown

is

position of honor

township could

citizens of his

give, thus be-

Mr.

confidence of his people.

full

surrounded by almost every comfort necessary

to his wants.

may

Mr. James Lovett

he

earliest pioneers, yet

is

deserves a place in history.

He, with

ary 13, 18 13.

not

be

classed

a character whose

He was born in
his parents,

among the
name richly

England Januto America

came

and first made settlement in the State of New Jersey.
Here the family remained for about five years, when,
hearing of Ohio's fine climate and fertile soil, they started
for the land of promise.

His

father's first

now owned and occupied by

the farm

purchase was

him.

Here the

resided until the time of their decease, both

beyond four-score

Mr. Lovett married, in

years.

McLean, daughter of an
Two children were born to them Amanearly settler.
Our subject
da, who died April 6, 1878, and Robert.
He is now an old genlost his companion in 1875.
of 1851, Miss Sophia

fall

—

tleman, living a quiet and retired

life

on the old Lovett

His only son, Robert, resides with him,
interests and superintending the
after his

homestead.

order.

county's pioneers, yet he deserves a place in

He

His

1834, Miss

home and surroundmore than ordinary thrift. He and his
earnest members of the Presbyterian church.

subject

the

Mr. Hall

neverthe-

ings denoting

living

an active member of the Presbyterian church, and

is

prising farmers of his township, his

To

is

life.

Scotland on June

in

Margaret,

Mr. Brown

Jane, are dead.

yet he

six children,

R.,

Jeannette, and William.

daughter of a quite early and prominent pioneer family.

wife

com-

deserves a place on the

was born

Brown.

parents

derson.

lost his

resides in Glendale,

not be identified with the

married, in the year

daughters

In the year 1877 he was married to Miss Clara Riddle,

Mr. and Mrs. Hall was born an only son, John Hen-

He

pages of history.

that the

early family.

may
name

a character whose

He

riage to Miss Catharine Ayers, daughter of a prominent

He now

Hamilton county,

earliest pioneers of

trol,

resided with his parents until the time of his mar-

He

and four daughters.

year 1859.

Mr. Alexander Brown

Joseph B. Hall, the eldest son of John and Sarah
Hall, was born in this township February 16, 1828.
•

six children, five of

has laid aside business, and lives a quiet and retired

family are

Pleasant.

To
whom

married, in the year 1822, Miss Eliza Bryce.

county.

home

resides, leading a quiet

in the year 1872.

Both he

looking

Robert

farm.

married

Miss Julia Riddle,

of

whose

family will be found an account on another page.

him has been Dorn one
two summers.
are both

child,

Grandfather

dead, and

lie

To

James R., a bright lad of
and grandmother Lovell

buried side by side in the Hamil-

ton cemetery.

Andrew
Sorter,

L

Sorter,

was born

second son of Hezekiah and Sarah

in Springfield

township in the year 1830.

1852 to Miss Harriet Huffman. To
them were born six children Sarah Ann, William P.,
Sarah Ann is dead.
Laura, Mary, Ida, and Douglas.

He

was married

—

is one of the substantial farmers of his townand a gentleman respected and esteemed by all.

Mr. Sorter
ship,

in
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and Catharine
He came
The family removed to

Philip Dorn, the eldest son of Philip

Dorn, was born

Germany

in

in the year 1809.

with his parents to Maryland.

Pennsylvania in 1819

where the parents

or 1820,

The son came

sided until the time of their decease.

Hamilton county

re-

He

in the fall of 1831.

to

was a black-

In 1832 he began

Meigs, county.

which he industriously pursued

Hannah

he married Miss

Smart, and to them were born

In the year 1872 he moved to Springfield township and

purchased a

and wagons. He
was twice married, first to Miss Catharine Lowe, by
whom he had nine children, six sons and three daugh-

denote more than ordinary

ter

— Alexander,

John, William, Gilbert, Frank, Martha,

Ruth, Ellen, and Louisa, and one son who died in inMr. Dorn
Louisa, William, and John are dead.
fancy.

companion about the year 1852. He was afterto Miss Susannah Aldman, and there were
added to the family five children, three sons and two
Albert, Mary, Julia, John, and Philip, all
daughters

as the old

and

of activity

"Joe Cooper farm."

His father died

a

is

at the

His surroundings

He

thrift.

has had a

life full

He

has never joined any

member

of the Baptist church.

prosperity.

church but his wife
also lived to

two hundred acres,

tract of land containing

known

the manufactory of carriages

trade,

In 1836

James, Joseph, John, Charles, and William.

five sons:

smith by trade, with which business he afterward associated

lumber

the

for forty years.

His mother

age of seventy-seven.

an advanced age, and the aged couple

buried near the old

home

lost his

in

lie

Meigs county.

GLEN DALE.

ward married

—

now

For almost half a century Mr. Dorn has

living.

been one of the prominent business men of the county.
He began at the bottom of the ladder, but by hard labor

and wise economy he has climbed upward, and to-day
ranks among the most prosperous of his community.
While he

not associated with any church he

is

ested in public improvement, and

His wife

of the right.

he

years,

is

inter-

is

an earnest advocate

member

active

Although past

United Brethren church.

and ten

an

is

is

of the

his three-score

the manufacturing business,

yet in

and successfully superintends all his affairs.
David H. Gillespie was second son of John W. and

The

Catharine (Reese) Gillespie.

father

still

is

near Cumminsvilie in his seventy-ninth year, and

and

He

hearty.

was a son of Robert

John came

tled very early in Butler county.

had ten children among

born
1

Seven-mile

at

He came

83 1.

village,

whom

He now

set-

to Spring-

north of Hamilton, July 30,

E.

and

with his family to Lochland, in

resides in the village,

intervals.

and has a saloon near the

&

Dayton depot. He was married to Miss
Turner in December, 1853, and has four chil-

Hamilton

Mary

who

was David, who was

about which he has since resided with brief

dren

hale

still

1847, and settled upon a farm near Lockland.

field in

He

Gillespie,

living

— Sarah,

Abbeville,

married to John Grismere of

Lockland; Charles, William, and Alverda,

all

at

home

This beautiful suburban village
sections

is

on parts of

situated

eleven and twelve, in the northeast part

five, six,

of the township, close to the east line

and a

little

over

and a half from the county line. The Hamilton,
Springfield and Carthage turnpike skirts its western
border; the Princetown and Sharon turnpikes, as also
the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton railroad intersect it,

a mile

and the Miami canal passes a mile

The

site

to the eastward.

of Glendale was originally a series of fine cul-

tivated farms, belonging to

Edmund

R. Glenn, John M.

Cochran, John Riddle, Robert Watson and others.
185

number

a

1

build suburban homes,
try
this

made an

between Hamilton and the

inspection of the coun-

and lighted upon

city,

most promising and

spot as the

Among them

purposes.

In

of wealthy Cincinnatians, desiring to

eligible for their

were the Hons.

S. S.

L'Hom-

medieu and John C. Wright, Messrs. Jacob Strader, R.
B. Bowler and others, constituting a joint stock company
of thirty, called the

Glendale association.

They

pur-

hundred and sixty-five acres from the several
owners, had two hundred acres at first surveyed m lots
chased

five

of one

acre to twenty acres each, selected their

building

sites,

and then offered the remainder

upon condition

own

at public

should

become

actual residents of the jilace, at least for the

summer,

sale

and

that

that purchasers

none but good dwellings should be erected.

was understood, on the part of the company, that
ceipts

It

all re-

above original cost of land and expenses should be

—

with their parents.

devoted to public improvement

Henry Moser, one of the prominent merchants of
Mount Pleasant, was born in Switzerland in 1837. He
came to America in 1849, and began in the mercantile

The lake was made with comparative
ease, by constructing a dam three hundred feet long just
below some springs, whereby a beautiful sheet of water

Mount Pleasant in the year 1867. He
commodious brick building, in which
his business is now conducted.
He married, in 1861,
Miss Sarah E. Rogers, who has five children, two sons
and three daughters. Both are faithful members of the

covering

business

in

erected a large and

and excellent supporters of the
Mr. Moser was a soldier in the late

Christian church,

faith

they profess.

civil

and the

J.

H. Story was a native of

which place he came

New

Hampshire, from

to Ohio, with his parents,

ward became a resident of Cincinnati.
the year 1810, was the eldest
Sally Hoyt,

who

settled

He

and

after-

was born

in

son of John Story and

on their coming

in

Athens,

now

as parks, an artificial

like.

four

acres

and having a depth in places of
An hotel was presently

was created.

seventeen

feet,

erected for

summer

boarders, but

not equal expectations, and

it

its

early patronage did

was sold to the Junction

company by whom it was conveyed to the Rev.
John Covert, who founded therein the American Female
college.
Three pretty little parks were laid off and imrailroad

proved

war.

Mr.

lake

in different parts of the village.

A

neat public

school building, a one-story brick with four rooms, was
put up in due time.

The avenues were

staked off in

and symmetrical curves, and are generally sixty
width.
Sharon avenue, upon which the road to

beautiful
feet in

Sharon, in Sycamore township, passes straight through

GEORGE

W.

WALKER.

MRS. BENJAMIN URMSTON.

BENJAMIN URMSTON.
Benjamin Urmston, fourth son of David and Mary
(Enyard) Urmston, of Ligonier valley, New Jersey, is
of English stock. They immigrated to Ohio about
l8oi, coming first to Cincinnati, then pushing
northward to a tract in Butler county, three miles
north of Sycamore township, where both lived and
died.

Their children numbered ten,

among whom

born December 20,
1800, in Pennsylvania, and was a babe in arms
when brought by his parents down the Ohio river

was the subject of

on a

raft.

this sketch,

His early

life

was spent on the farm

with his father until his marriage, and

when he removed

years afterwards,

for

some

to a small place

given him by his father upon the paternal estate.

Here he remained several years, and about 1838
removed to Springfield township, where he has
since resided as a farmer.

place in

It

1853.

is

He

occupied his present

about a quarter of a mile

Mount Pleasant, on the old Hamilton
and the residence is that in which Robert
Gary, father of Alice and Phoebe Gary, spent his
last years.
The old Gary residence is near, and a
part of the former Gary farm is now the property of Mr. Urmston.
Some of his children attended the district school kept by Phcebe Gary in
this very neighborhood over thirty years ago.
Here he is spending a tranquil and generally

south of
pike,

healthful old age.

Rebecca Kennedy, wife of Benjamin Urmston, is
Thomas Kennedy, who ran the well known "Kennedy's Ferry"
from Gincinnati to the Kentucky shore, and owned
the cornfield upon which Govington, in part, now
daughter of Samuel Kennedy, son of

Her mother's maiden name was Jane

stands.

Richardson, of a Pennsylvania family, whose father

came from England
becca was

born

October

1

26,

farm, which

801,

is

age of eighteen.

at the

above

miles

three

Re-

Hamilton,

where her father owned a large
kept in the family, and is reck-

still

oned one of the finest places in Butler county.
About 1822, upon the death of her grandfather,
she removed with her parents to the ancestral residence in Govington, in the old Kennedy stone
mansion. Here she was married to Mr. Urmston,
October 16, 1828, and returned with him to the
home of the elder Urmston, in Butler county. She
has since shared his fortunes, his joys and sorrows,
and all of life's experiences, through the long and

.

Their
happy union of almost fifty-three years.
children have been: Kennedy Urmston, born December 30, 1829, died at the age of nearly three
years; Robert, born August lO, 1 830, married

Sarah Bevis, June

10,

1862,

residing near his father,

a

prosperous farmer,

has two sons and one

daughter living; Mary Jane, born May 26, 1834,
died March 27, 1858; Benjamin, born December
27, 1837,

lives at

home

with his father, and mana-

ges the business of the farm
25,
12,

1840,

;

Edmond

born June
October

married Margaret Butterfield

1869, resides on a farm opposite the old

in Butler county,

home

has two sons and two daughters.

Mr. and Mrs. Urmston have been members of
the Old School Baptist church for more than forty
years.

The former has voted

ticket steadily for sixty years,
larly to the polls.

and

the
still

Democratic'
goes regu-

'

REEVES McGILLIARD,
The

parents of the subject of this sketch were John

The

and Elizabeth (Campbell) McGilliard.
born

was

Pennsylvania in 1788, and at the age of eight

in

was brought to Springfield township by

years, in 1796,
his parents,

mainder of
dying

father

1833

in

Their

Esq.
to

Miss Sarah Gardiner,

children

both of

whom

were

died in 1864

ceded her chidren

mother having pre-

by four years.

About

McGilliard was married to

Miss

of

farming

his active

times

different

Sarah Brown.

He

has followed the business

than

nearly every township of-

—

Ann,

Eliza

days there,

his

was a prominent tean

at

township.

this

and

two years thereafter Mr.

in local affairs in his day,
filling

—the

to the grave

vanced age of ninety yeafs.

He

of

Esther

and spent there-

1878, at .the ad-

in

two,

during

twenty

all

For more

life.

consecutive

years he was entrusted by

as trustee, treasurer,

his fellow-citizens with the

justice of the peace, con-

responsible dutifes of jus-

fice

Elizabeth

stable, etc.

Campbell,
born

his

in 1784,

wife,

tice of the peace,

was

and died

in

Among

dren was

one

as

daughter,

sons,

bers of the Christian

Mt.

There were three

all

living

township.

of
in

whom

church,

is

are

McGillard,

have
its

supporters.

the subject of

notice in our pre-

ist's

limit of

human

life

of Mt. Pleasant, was born in

McGil-

Mr.

nearly
1809.

two

He

miles east

was married

by

his friends as a

man.

Psalm-

by almost two years, but retains

considerable vigor of mind and body, and
residing

long

staunchest

liard has passed the

vious sketches.

Reeves

and

been among

Springfield

William

Himself

and wife are both mem-

Andrew, William, and

Reeves,
still

at

township trustee and

school director.

Mary, now widow of John

Pleasant.

has also,

from time to time, served

their chil-

Moore, and residing

He

satisfaction.

1861, aged seventy-seven
years.

which he

discharged to the general

is

regarded

remarkably well-preserved old gentle-

JOHN ROSS
The

FIELD.

progenitors of Mr. Field in this country were of Scotch-Irish ex-

traction.
John, his great-great-grandfather, was the first of the name
and family in America. He came from Bradford, Hertfordshire, England, and was in the fifth generation, in*direct line, from John Field,
the celebrated astronomer of the sixteenth century, who was born in
The later John was born in England, May 15, 1659, and settled
1525.
in

New Jersey, in

Piscataway township, Middlesex county,

his descendants reside so

numerously that

1685, where

their residence district

(now

Somerset county) along the Raritan

in

name
cal

of Fieldville.

Society of

New

A

river, has received the popular
paper read some years ago, before the Histori-

Brunswick, concerning this family, says

:

"The

and perhaps their
example of earnestness

ruling characteristics of this branch of the family,

greatest usefulness to the world, has been their
in the

common

pursuits of

Jeremiah, son of John

born

May

Benjamin, whose natal day was February
father of Jacob,

born February

7,

17,

was father of
He in turn was

1689,

19, 1725.

1768, married Hester Ross, also of

farm devolved upon Mr. Field,

father, the cares of the

came

into possession

been:

;

2, 1838, died June 27, 1841
Hester Ann, born
Elizabeth, born April 20, 1841,
July 27, 1839, died May 23, 1864
married October 29, 1862, to James W. Moore, a farmer residing near
Mt. Pleasanc
Charles Milton, born February 4, 1843, married Lydia
;

;

;

Hough November

A.

and

18, 1863,

action at the battle of

After the age of

twenty-one, by reason of the increasing age and infirmities of his

upon a place im9, 1846, and

Catharine Rowen, born February 6,
1861; Lydia Ross, born November 7, 1851,

resides with lier parents

still

1848, died February 17,

November

;

21, 1877.

Mr. Field has been a quiet farmer, but little in official life, and not
connected with any religious or secret society organization.
He was
formerly a Whig in pohtics, but for many years has cast his vote with
the Democratic party.
At the age of seventy-one years, he is n2turally

sixth son of

pastor of the Presbyterian church at Springdale.

resides as a farmer

mediately adjoining his father's; Sarah Isabella, born April

fered the partial loss of his speech.

in

was the

Jacob and
Hester (Ross) Field, and was born at New Brunswick, Middlesex
At the age of two years he was
county. New Jersey, March 13, iSio.
brought with his father "s family to Ohio, coming in wagons all the way
with the Ross, Schooley, and Coddington families, all of whom were
related.
The Fields tarried for a while where St. Bernard now is, in
Mill Creek township, and then, in 1813, came to the vicinity of the
present residence of John R. Field, settling upon a farm just beyond
His father taught school
the creek, between his home and Glendale.
for a short time, but devoted his attention mainly to the improvement
place.
About
1816
the
family
removed
to the farm, now in posof his
sesssion of his son, one mile west of Glendale.
Here died Jacob Field,
April I, 1842, aged seventy-four years, and Hester his wife, October 7,
1854, aged eighty-four years.
John's advantages of early education were but limited, being confined
to the poor and widely scattered schools of that time.
He remained
with his father, engaged in the pursuits of the farm, until his twentyfourth year, when he was united in marriage to Miss Harriet P. Ferine,
also of Springfield township, January 7, 1834, by the Rev. Adrian Aten,
latter

at majority

Their children have

;

Jane, born January

beginning to

The

who

took his young wife to the

Jacob, born January 27, 1835, died in infancy at the age of but
Martha Anderson, born April 2, 1836, died August 7, 1858

ten days

Michael, uncle of John R. Field, was killed
27, 1778.

He

of the place.

Middlesex county, December 25, 1790, and died on the farm now ocOne of his brothers,
cupied by his son, the subject of this notice.

Monmouth, June

FIELD.

paternal home, where they have since resided.

died

life."

Field,

JOHN ROSS

MRS.

the weight of age,

feel

Harriet Porter Ferine,

and

for six or seven years

now Mrs. John

R.

Field,

has suf-

was the second
Her father was a

I. and Jane (Van Tuyl) Ferine.
White Creek, New York, and her mother of the adjoining
town, Cambridge, Washington county. She was born at White Creek,
November 13, 1813, and at the age of eight years came with her family

daughter of John

native of

to

Ohio, her father dying soon after

meant

to settle.

in

Ashtabula county, where he

The widow and her young family then came on to
Thomas B. Van Tuyl, was

Springfield township, where her brother,

lands adjoining Mr. Field's on the west.

settled, his
this

When

uncle Harriet was brought up.

enced her

first

residing in

great grief in the loss of an older

Hamilton as an attendant

three others by one

fell

at school,

stroke of lightning, April

died in Cincinnati April

i,

struggle with feebleness

and dehcate

1858, at the

In the family of

ten years old she experisister,

who was
5,

1825.

Mary Ann,
killed with

Her mother

age of seventy-one, after a long
When her daughter was

health.

twenty-one years old she was married to Mr. Field, as related

in the

previous sketch, and their histories have been since united through the

long period of nearly half a century.

She has been a

faithful

member

of the Presbyterian church at Springdale since the age of sixteen, for

now more than

fifty-one years.
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seems never to realize or be a part of the
trees overshadow it; their long branches
stretch over the roof; lovingly their shadows kiss it; house and trees
lived, and growing old, and talking over their .secrets together, and
though we heard the whisper of the leaves when they touched the gable,
what they said I cannot tell, for poets only dare breathe such confidences.
We open the gate, now held in place by a loop of rope, and
with past memories that

On

present.

every side

GREENWOOD

it

tall

is

a village plat surveyed in 1858 by C.

the Cincinnati,

where moss and grass have grown all unrebuked between
The front door at the end of this walk is in the centre of
the stones.
We sit a while on the
the house, and has a window on either side.

worn door-step, and

well

on and round

Rhoda

it,

recall the

time when

many

children clustered

who

died so young, told fairy

tales,

and gathermg cloud made the children see turreted
castle and lordly hall, and peopled them with great folk that came to
But we must follow a path that
life in her wonderful imagination.

from distant

hill

We find

leads round the house.

where the swallows
rose bushes

making

still

grow

still

We

love to build.

decked out

for

when they are
Tall
a queen of May.

so that at no time of day

wonder the

sisters

is

in

bloom,

in

trees line

like

passing that the

bounds

tecture

supported by round brick

is

we

pillars

each side of this lane,

No

the well sweep

tall

up

with pulley

FOSTER HILL

&

Dayton

first

railroad, east side, in the

white settlements

by her

father's

own hand

and bucket and

still

little

neighborhood of the

in Springfield township.

on the same

a short distance north of Foster Hill,

and the same

township

side of the railroad,

sec-

near the

line,

not far from the south corporation line of

Glendale.

ELLISTON
a station north of Glendale, on the Cincinnati, Hamil-

ton

&

Dayton

more, and

railioad, laid out in 1868,

named from Mr. John W.

by W. F. Much-

Ellis,

a resident of

curious piece of archi-

this, close

to the kitchen

reared, but that, alas

as pure

and cool,

is

!

has

brought

the neighborhood.

MAPLEWOOD
is

another station and village on

1873, by Joseph F. Mills.

It

is

this railroad, platted in

now

incorporated with

Hartwell village in one municipality.

chain.

THE POPULATION

HARTWELL,
a

made

WOODLAWN
is

is

The sisters say they used to think that it went
door, is the well.
through to the other side of the world, and Alice says she loved it with
long since passed away, and the water,

northwest of Greenwood,

next north of Park Place on the Cincinnati, Hamilton

tion, four,

shining rows.

—a

At the end of

never saw before.

little

by the Pa;-k Place Land and Build-

is

Here they built their play
it.
and romped and played in childhood, and,
in

its

fifty

there wanting cool, pleasant shade.

put out the milk pans to dry

between

ing company.

this lane,

a spinster of

The dining room and kitchen, with chambers over them, are in an
addition running back, and have a veranda their whole length, the roof
of which

laid off in 1877,

look back lovingly to

houses, and kept their pets,
in later days,

note

lu.Kuriantly over the fence that

look in June,

it

was

the lane that passes the

our.'elves in

Woodruff, on

PARK PLACE,
on the same iron road, a

end of which we see the barn, brown gabled,

side of the house, at the

S.

railroad,

own have become considerably obscured.

and
and

to see the sun set, for the front faces the west,

the child of promise,

Dayton

Lockland and Wyoming, by whose growth and fame

pass inside the faded paled fence, and walk with reverent feet up the
fi.igged walk,

&

Hamilton

northeast of Carthage, on

the opposite side of

Mill creek, and on section one, in the southeast corner

Hamilton &
Dayton and Short Line railroads, was laid out in 1868
by the Hamilton County Building association, and named
from Mr. John W. Hartwell, who was vice-president of
the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton railroad when its
station was located there.
It had a population of but
sixty-seven in 1870, which ten years later had mounted
of the township, and on the Cincinnati,

hundred and ninety-two, largely of persons doing business in Cincinnati and having suburban residences
here.
A Methodist church and a good graded school
are located here. It was incorporated September 9, 1876.

1870 was six thousand five
and in 1880 had increased to
seven thousand nine hundred and seventy-five.
of Springfield township in

hundred and

eighty-four,

Biographical Sketches.

to eight

WYOMING
is

west of Lockland, on the other side of the Cincinnati,

Hamilton

&

Dayton

railroad.

was surveyed

It

of 1869, by Isaac Riddle, for the Lockland

Homestead

association; was incorporated for special pur-

poses December
25,

1874.

Teetor.

7,

latter

year,

had eight hundred and

the census of June, 1880.
is

March
was Mr. W. B.

1870, and for general purposes

mayor, the

Its
It

in the fall

& Wyoming

in charge of the Rev.

The

forty inhabitants

by

Presbyterian church here

NEW BURLINGTON

line of the township,

Mt. Pleasant.
Pegg.

In 1S30

It
it

It

is

one and

name

a half miles northwest of

May

Joseph Jackson, of Mt. Pleas-

John Jackson, was born in Loudoun county, Virginia,
December 8, 1775, and removed to Pennsylvania in
181 2, three years thereafter to Cincinnati, and in 1819
to the Great Miami river, in Butler county, about two
miles north of the Hamilton line.
Here he conducted
the flouring-mill long known as Jackson's, now Graham's

ant,

mill.
He was himself a millwright, and by and by built
and ran a paper-mill at the same place and moved by
This was also maintained until within
the same power.
Mr. Jackson died
a few years, when it was suspended.

maiden name was Annie
She was born September 25, 1778, and they were wedded in May, 1801.
Their children were: Anna, born February 22, 1802,

the former business.
its

an old place near the west

was laid out

father of the late

October 30, 1857, at a farm a mile and a half from the
mills, to which he had retired in his old age from

M. Maxwell.

has had, likewise for postal reasons, to change
to Transit Post Office.

JOSEPH JACKSON.
The

31, 1S16, by

had sixty-two inhabitants.

John

Hough,

His

wife's

also of a Virginia

family.

1846; Elizabeth, born April 29, 1804, died
May i, 1806; Samuel,

died June

5,

May

1868; Rebecca, born

31,

JOSEPH JACKSON.

MRS. JOSEPH JACKSON.
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1808; Joseph, born December 4,
1866; Thomas, born August 30,
i8ii; Mary, born March 28, 1815, died September 11,

homestead in Mill Greek, oldest daughter of Colonel
John and Jane Marshall Riddle. Jane Marshall was the
third wife of Colonel Riddle, who had five wives in the

1850; Amanda, born September

course of his long

born November
died

1809,

8,

May

7,

10,

1818, died June

8,

Their third son was Joseph Jackson, the subject

1880.

He was born on the fourth of DecemMorgantown, Monongaha county, Virand accompanied his family in their successive re-

of this notice.
1809, in

ber,
ginia,

movals, learning

home

at

his father's trade of milhvright.

About the time he reached

his

majority he

home,

left

taking work at his trade in various places, as he could
find

it.

In 1834, August 19th, upon his bride's birth-

life.
Nancy's natal day was August
She resided at home, receiving such educawas afforded by the schools of the neighborhood

19, 1811.

tion as

(then far out of the city, but

Mount

in

resides with her.

Upon

were passed

made

May

to

spent

sisters

their

Here

beautiful cemetery at Spring Grove, adjoining the city of

He

Cincinnati.

no public

was not an active

politician,

and sought

He

prominence of any kind.

office or

was,

however, for a number of years, president of the Cincin-

&

Mt. Pleasant

nati,

raised the road

Hamilton Turnpike company, and

owned by

it

to a high degree of excel-

lence and prosperity, so that, for the
history,

its

it

first

paid some dividends to

After his death Mr.

J. F.

and

last

time in

stockholders.

its

Wright, an officer of the board

of directors of the company, in the course of

marks submitting a resolution

in tribute to his

in

tinued to serve uninterruptedly in that capacity until

1853, and conhis death.
For

same period he also served as
county superintendent of the road. His unanimous annual reappointment to both positions is indubitable proof of the satisfaction given by
his official acts.
As president I know full well it was ever his desire to
be impartial, just, and prompt in the discharge of the duties which his
official station devolved upon him.
His knowledge of mechanics and
fied

nature, together with his unwavering integrity, eminently quali-

him and made him the

voice

now

efficient

involuntarily to inquire:

vacant by his demise?

superintendent that induces every

"Who

can

fill

Nancy Jane Jackson,

Mrs. Jackson presents a remarkably

who helped

to lay the foundations of civilization

and Ohio

Mill Creek

in the

The

valleys.

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson were, in order of

Nancy

Jane,

born

May

Mount

Pleasant, born January

George Washington, born January

10, 1837;

now

1835; Sarah Louisa,

28,

Mrs. Gary B. Johnson, of

children of

birth, as follows:

27,

1839,

Mount Pleasant, in the grocery and drygoods business for many years; John Riddle, born August 15, 1841, died August 10, 1859; Mary Maria, now
Mrs. George W. Rofelty, of Home City, Ohio, born
also residing in

February

August

15, 1849; Joseph,

2,

born August

17, 1851,

died

1854.

the place

made

MORROW COCHRAN.

This gentleman, one of the most distinguished and
useful citizens of Springfield township, resides one-half

mile north of Glendale, upon the Glendale and Port

Union

He was

turnpike.

born near Gettysburgh,

county, Pennsylvania, June 18,

Adams

1808, son of William,

grandson of James C., and great-grandson of William
Cochran.
The Cochrans are of English stock. The
great-grandfather was born in

1699, and died in 1771;

The

born 1702, died 1785.

his wife, Sarah,

grandfather

"

Only those who were intimately acquainted with the man knew his
virtues.
He was a man of probity and integrity; he was a lover of
truth, kind and merciful in all his relations and intercourse with men,
and utterly incapable of practicing deceit. The dishonest man he
avoided as he would a pestilence, holding no intercourse whatever with
him unless unavoidable. In a word, for I must be brief, the community
has sustained the loss of a good citizen and an honest man, its chief
ornament. This board has lost an esteemed and valuable member, and
an active and efificient officer. 1 he loss to both is irreparable.
In conclusion,

I

we

8,

m whom

we

recognized the honest man, the

are

December

November

14, 1742,

this meeting.

Nancy Riddle Jackson was born

Riddle

4,

18 10.

The

respectively,

18 15.

named, and sister of the late Governor Jeremiah MorWarren (formerly Hamilton) county. In 1814
his parents, with their young family, in wagons, with a
row, of

would not
sisted
trip

trust

and a saddle-horse
herself upon the

for the

water,

mother,

across

the country,

still

very

much

who

and hence

upon the land journey throughout, made

in-

the long

a wilderness,

arrived in June at the residence of Governor

Morrow,

Twenty-iniles Stand, on the banks of the Little Miami,
eight miles north of

at the ancient

his wife,

and January

officer;

in their

8,

Mr. Cochran's mother was Rebecca, daughter of John
Morrow, from whom the subject of this notice was

genial companion, the steadfast friend,

and the faithful and efficient
and that the family of the deceased have our liveliest sympathy
deep affliction; and that as a memento of our regard and
esteem for the deceased, this resolution be spread upon the minutes of

1732, died

dates of birth and death of Jane,

five-horse team,

greatly deplore the death of our late fellow-

member, Joseph Jackson,

was born July

propose for adoption the following resolu-

tion as the sentiment of the board:

"Resolved, That

1877 took her present place

daughter, Miss

is

the greater pait of the time during the

human

Her

HON. JOHN
company

little

some rememory,

included the following eulogy, to which the resolution

elected to the presidency of the

a

her,

every way a worthy descendant of the sturdy old

is

appended:

He was

the farm,

left

owned by

home
The

healthy and vigorous appearance for one of her years,

pioneer

rose.

still

forstill

Pleasant station of the College Hill

in the fall of

in the village.

a tract originally very

blossom as the

to the residence

Mount

and

railroad,

and

1866, and his remains repose in the

7,

west of the

remainder of his days

improvement of

in the

poor, but which he

he died

Gary

this place the

until she

it),

Hamilton turnpike.

third year after her husband's death she

a farm one and a half miles south of Mt. Pleasant, in
the neighborhood where the

within

far

resides in a delightful

Pleasant, on the

and removed

earlier years.

and

survives her consort,

wedded to Miss Nancy Riddle, daughter of
Colonel John Riddle, the famous pioneer, near Cincinnati.
For some years they resided at the mills of his
father, in Butler county, and then removed, in 1839, to
day, he was

now

was married as above noted, when she followed the
tunes of her husband in his several removals.
She

short time they then

Montgomery.

After resting here a

pushed westward, crossing the

fer-

'

—
valley of Mill

tile

creek,

The

present residence.

and

and

of Sharonville,

west

made important

has

elder

two miles

finally

of Mr. Cochran's

east

Cochran here purchased

acres, to

which

son John

his

dedication of the cemetery at Gettysburgh, where one of
the greatest battles of the war had been fought a few

and later the Miami university, at Oxford,
where he numbered among his fellow students, these
talented young men who were afterwards known as Lieutenant Governor Charles Anderson, the Hon. Robert
Schenck, and Professor Freeman Gary, founder of FarmSpringdale,

He

College Hill.

spent seven years in

all in

Butler county, as a student at Oxfoid and a mer-

chant

at Millville,

where

owned and

his father

time conducted a mill property.

for

some

In this county he was

married June 28, 1832, to Miss Martha J., daughter of
Joseph Wilson, of Rossville, now a part of Hamilton.
Her mother was Elizabeth Dick, daughter of the old
pioneer,

Samuel Dick, who

celebrated in one chapter

is

of McBride's Pioneer Biography.

In the spring of 1839

they removed to Springfield township, and settled temporarily at

Springdale, removing afterwards to the valu-

About the

able property where they have since resided.

same time he became president of the Hamilton, Spring-

& Carthage

field

turnpike company, which had just built

the fine sixteen mile road from Hamilton to Carthage
the best paying turnpike,

been continuously

in

it

this

is

He

said, in the State.

has

position for forty-two years,

except during a very brief interval caused by his resig-

For four years

nation.

in

his

township clerk, and consented
years

three

as

and

and

official life.

young manhood he was
in

his later

township trustee.

ambitious, was an ardent
can,

Whig and

life

He

is

to serve

naturally

afterwards Republi-

turned to the active pursuits of politics

easily

While the great struggle was in proNovember, 1863, he visited his childhood's
home, but as an official representative of the State of
Ohio, by appointment of Governor Tod, to attend the
in

The latter attended
at Springfield, now

acres.

the subscription schools of that day,

ers' college, at

Hamilton county.

gress,

additions by successive ]3urchases of

and twenty

seventy-five,

fifty,

settling

just

one hundred and sixty-nine

for

—
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months

before.

The confidence reposed by

his rei^eated calls to official station,

public
vives.

and

in private

Ann

sur-

1835; October 14,

14,

now a farmer near Decatur, Illinois. Joseph Wilson, born December 29, 1836,
married Mattie H. Cox June 18, 1862; an attorney at
1856, married Julia

and

Peoria, Illinois,

24,

same

Lewis;

for six years circuit judge.

Infant

unnamed October
John Morrow, born December 13, 1839,

September

son, born

year.

died

29, 1838,

Samuel

residing with his parents.

D.,

born February

1842; married Marie Fitzgerald November

bookkeeper and

local

manager

in

8,

Cincinnati

13,

1876; a
the

for

Champion Reaper company, of Springfield.
Eliza W.,
born November 15, 1843, married October 12, 1871,
to the Rev. W. H. James, pastor of the Presbyterian
church at Springdale. Jeremiah Morrow, born November
20,

1845,

"ow an

Freeman, Peoria,

editor

Illinois.

and proprietor of the Daily
Rebecca, born November

1845, residing at the old home.

cember

1849,

3,

December

1853, died
1855, died

Nannie

A., born

20,

De-

home.
James Marion, born
home; Louisa D., born August

also at

21, 1851, at

20,

as he

still

thirteen children, as follows:

Arman, born April

William

citizen, in

Mrs. Cochran also

life.

They have had

20,

Young

but by the frequent de-

an able and very useful

versally regarded as

In 1840, when but thirty-two years old,

from Hamilton county.

Mr.

in

mands upon him to administrate upon estates, of which
he has had as many as twenty-three in charge, settling
all with thorough efficiency and integrity.
He is uni-

he was called into conspicuous service as a representative
in the legislature

community

the

Cochran has been shown most abundantly, not only by

April 12,

December

Lewellyn, born

1854.

Martha

10, 1859.

Ella,

May
born

Septenlber 16, 1857, died April 12, 1854.

was, he bore an influential part in securing the election

common

of his candidates for judges of the court of
pleas in Butler county; and the friends
ones, in derision

and chagrin

at

sixteen votes for judge, although

of the defeated

his residence

was not

in that county.

Mr. Cochran again served in the lower branch of the
legislature in 1864-7,

'^o terms (the

Fifty-sixth

and

Fifty-

seventh houses), during which he was chairman of the

important committee on corporations other than municipal,

and member of the

In the

latter

committee.

committee on enrollment.
session he was also on the penitentiary

In the

little

is

known

as

W.

WALKER.

Joseph Walker was a native of the isle of Guernsey,
born in 1774 of an English-French family.
Hettie
Stibbs was born in New Jersey, United States, 1780, of

Holland stock.

She became Mrs. Walker after the imNew York city in 1806

migration of her husband to

probably about 1807 or 1808.

and

He

labored as a house

under the direction of

joint

carpenter,

volume of Biographical Sketches

renowned Robert Fulton, he shaped at his shop by night,
after the labors of the day were over, the model for the

prepared for members of the legislature,

"He

CAPTAIN GEORGE

gave him

his success,

it

is

said of him:

one of the strong Union members of

Clermont,
river.

The

also,

the

first

his friend the

steamer to navigate the Hudson

family, comprising then but

two children,

the house, faithful, prompt and efficient."

with the parents

For the sessions of 1872-3 he was again summoned
to service in the house by his fellow-citizens, when he
acted as chairman of the coinmittee on public printing,

thereto by the prospect of war with Great Britain

and member of that on public benevolent institutions.
During the war of the Rebellion he performed important duty as a member of the military committee of

left

the Atlantic coast in 181

the consequent danger to

and

started for Cincinnati.

him

as

still

1,

prompted
and

a British subject,

From New York

to Phila-

delphia they journeyed by ocean vessel, thence three

weeks' travel took them by wagon across the mountains
to Pittsburgh,

where they embarked upon a

flatboat for

JOHN

L.

RIDDLE.
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trip.

Arriving at the young

Queen City he

reentered upon the pursuits of his trade, and in a short

time became a prominent builder, being

employ of John H.

much

in the

Piatt, the enterprising speculator of

day.
After a useful and honorable career Mr.
Walker died in Cincinnati in June, 1838, and his wife in
December, 1859, at the age of seventy-nine. Five children were born to them in the city, among them the
that

George W. Walker was the fifth
child and fourth son, born January 28, 181 7, near the
corner of Third and Sycamore streets, which neighborhood was then mainly devoied to dwellings. His father's house was just at the brow of the "Hill," which had
subject of this sketch.

George was educated

not then been graded down.

in the

city schools, which were then almost exclusively private,
and somewhat costly. Among his early teachers were

Caleb

Kemper, Mrs.

Williamson,

other well-known early pedagogues.

ample of

Mr. Wringlet, and
Following the ex-

and an elder brother, he learned the
business of house-carpentering, to which he afterwards
added the trades of ship-carpenter and steamboat-joiner,
and practiced them all for some years. When about
his father

twenty-three years old his savings enabled

him

in a steamer, the Mail, jointly with Captain

Haldeman.

—Thus

early, in 1840,

ciation of these two

to invest

Thomas

J.

did the business asso-

gentlemen begin, which continued

almost unbroken in steamboating and paper manufacturing until the death of Captain

The company

1874.

connected,

still

Mail, Mr.

On

profitable

is

It

For a time Captain Walker employed

improvement and

talent in the

and Mr. Walker
the end of a year,

new steamer

Orleans trade.

investment, and was run by

its

called the
It

proved a

owners four

when they sold it to build the more costly steamer
Yorktown a powerful vessel built for the rapid transit

years,

—

summer of
Mr.

Haldeman, Mr.
the

upon

1877,

Parker was

Upon

vice-presidency to

the vacant

Walker became vice president,
since served the

Cap-

Walker continued to serve as carpenter of the
steamers; but when Captain Haldeman retired to take
tain

the post of inspector of steamboats at Cincinnati

— the

appointment there under a law of Congress which
been largely instrumental in securing Mr.

—

he had

Walker assumed the captaincy of another vessel purchased by them the Norma.
In a short time this

—

the Mississippi, the cargo,

thousand

dollars,

was then engaged

Choctaw Bend, on
worth about three hundred
at

He

In 1858, February 28th, Captain Walker' was married

daughter of Judge Robert Haines, of New
Richmond, Clermont county. She is still living. They
have two children, daughters Hettie May, born May

—

now

10, 1859, in Cincinnati,

at

home

with her parents;

and Alice Quinlin, born in Newport, Kentucky, December 28, 1863, and residing at home.

JOHN

L.

RIDDLE.

John Riddle, jr., was born in New Jersey in 1789,
and in the fall of the next year was brought by his

As he grew toward manhood he
and work-

parents to Cincinnati.

assisted his father. Colonel Riddle, in clearing

ing the section

owned by

the colonel in Mill Creek val-

one corner of which was near the Brighton house,
and all of which is now far within the city. He went
ley,

at the

and

Long, of

whom and

of whose father

west of the

site

opportunity

investment in the paper-making business at Lockland.

some

notice

is

given

of Glendale and handsomely overlooking

where the remainder of

suddenly of hernia

at

their lives

was spent.

He died

about seventy-seven years of age;

and she at the age of eighty-five, from the effects of a
fall which rendered her unconscious and took her life in
They had never in their married life
seven hours.
sickness severe

enough

to confine
all

their

them
lives,

to their

and were

each performing their usual duties until struck down by
the icy

hand of death.

Catharine Long, wife of John Riddle,

to break the

away

In April, 18 14,

Mr. Riddle and wife settled on a quarter-section

rooms; had been hard workers

then engaged in real estate operations

of 1812-15, and served

age of twenty-five he was married to Catharine

below.

it,

War

during his term.

safely

known

For a year he
and Madison in super-

in three years to accept a superior

a

to Margaret,

farm, nine miles from that place, but was called
it

in

war.

of John L. Riddle, was born

for

is

which holds the faith of his fathers; and an uncompromising Republican since the outbreak of the late

and house-building in the city, also making purchase of
a farm in Clermont county and taking stock in a National
bank in New Richmond. In 1866 he removed to his
from

home

his

place,

at Cincinnati

the lengthening of steamers for the PeoLine to Louisville, of which Captain Haldeman was

president.

made

trustee of the Presbyterian church at that

being mostly saved.

intending
ple's

has

connection with the mills;

his

out as a volunteer in the

wreck by snagging

and Captain

place,

which capacity he has

in

He

company

Lockland ever since

member and

of Captain

the death

C. Richardson was promoted from

J.

faithfully

total

and

the site of the old mill where

killed.

the wheel-house the designation of "Fast Mail."

became a

mechanical

superintended the construction of the new mill in the

of passengers rather than for freight, and bearing also on

first

his

of the mills,

repair

now

as captain

Selling this vessel at

New

1867.

their first venture with the

they, with others, built a fine

Express Mail, for the

who was killed in one of the mills January 31,
became the Haldeman Paper company, with
Captain Haldeman as president, who invited his old
friend and associate to an interest in the new company.
Parker,

him the name of the Halde-

Haldeman went out

as carpenter.

A reconstruction of the company of Decamp, Haldeman
& Parker had become necessary by the death of Mr.

in October,

with which Captain Walker

bears from

man Paper company.

Haldeman

385

December

jr.,

and mother

13, 1788.

She

was a daughter of Michael Long, an immigrant from
Penn's Valley, Pennsylvania, in 1794, and among the first
dense forest west of the present site of Glendale.

He

settled about twelve miles north of Cincinnati

and two miles west of the former

place.

With him came
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his aged father and a number of relatives, among them
some of the Longs, the McCormacks, the Smalls, the
Sterretts, the Lowes, and many others, all of whom
settled within a radius of four miles, and who were never
driven out by the Indians.
Long soon cleared land and
from the first became self-supporting.
He soon built a

on a small stream running through

saw-mill

which

men

for simplicity as well

yet living,

who

capacity

as

delight to relate the simplicity of

the mechanicism as well as the

accomplished by

his farm,

a marvel to

is

enormous amount of work

During the entire

it.

life

of

Long it con-

His

Howard

Charles

father,

He

ginia July 5, 1789.

family in the year 1825; was a

located at the foot of Water street

began work as
five

cents

a

— Central avenue.

He continued

until the year 1832,

to the Black bottoms,

when

same business

work

were located near the foot of Smith

patch of

first

flax raised relieved

him

a wedding dress for his oldest daughter,

calico,

which

then was considered the height of style in those

parts.

Michael lived

was buried
time

in the

all his

when he died and

to the age of sixty-five,

cemetery near Springdale.

Since that

children have been laid by his side except

who knew him
dead, who has con-

two, and in the language of an old settler
well,

we know of no person,

much

living or

the

Mr. Graham's

moved

below Hamilton, where he began

smith, tanner, mechanic of

in

He

one dollar and

in

the mills were

ings,

of that necessity, and he lived to be able to procure for

be-

week, but being apt in his work was advanced

in his position, also in his salary, receiving

employ

of his family, but the

it

lay-boy at a salary of seventy-

assistant

hood, as well as to furnish quantities to Cincinnati boatall work, shoemaker of even^
and for the first three years his own tailor, tanning
skins and making clothes of them for the male portion

his

day laborer, and,

came necessary for his son, the subject of our sketch, to
earn his own living, and, accordingly, when ten years of
age, became employed in the Graham paper mills, then

twenty-five cents a week.

Mike, as he was called, was a farmer, black-

to Cincinnati with

common

having a large family to support (nine children),

tinued to cut lumber for the building up of the neighbor-

builders.

Friend, was born in Vir-

removed

for

Mr. Spears, whose mills

He

street.

received

and twenty-five cents per week, but
about this time his parents moved from the city, and
young George, desirous of trying his adventures on the
waters, left for the south on a flat-boat, having for his
cargo a load of lard and bacon.
He was to receive for

there two dollars

round

the

the munificent

trip

sum

of twenty dollars,

which was not a fortune considering the two months'
time required to go to

New

Orleans and back.

About

time the cholera broke out and the captain of the

this

boat had

much

the services of his

difficulty in retaining

improve and benefit the township
of Springfield as Michael Long.
The father of Michael

crew, as they either would get sick or leave through fear

was an emigrant from Holland, as was also

tain but

tributed so

father.

to

Michael was born February

his

wife's

and died

14, 1756,

July 13, 1822.

John

L.

Riddle

is

one of eight children of John and
others were William, Jacob,

The
Mary, Emeline, Andrew
Riddle.

Catharine

J.,

John was born

in the old

home, west of Glendale, January

log cabin

Of

Nancy, and Adrian A.

these only Jacob has died.

5,

182 1;

At Madison, Indiana, all left the capyoung George, and at Louisville the whole force
had again to be reorganized. At this last named place a
German was employed, who, in consequence of idleness

of the epidemic.

and

refusal to work, the captain, in

As soon

followed.

the

German was

in a strange

the primitive schools of the region afforded; was married

stances.

is

1843 to Elizabeth

J.

Hitts, of Springfield township,

the parent of eighteen children

daughters

— Catharine

A.,

—

five

Elizabeth

A., Harriet H., Clara, Julia,

J.,

Margaret,

Henrietta, Jacob N., and six others

and

sons and thirteen

by

his very fortunate

dale,

and

of the

is

sale of parts

an extensive landholder

township.

He

has

of the
in the

site

—

of Glen-

northwest part

never aspired to political

honors, but has occupied numerous positions of

and

partly

trust,

employed to settle estates. Himself and
wife have long been influential members of the church at
is

often

They occupy a pleasant home west of the
and are spending their declining years in all
honor, peace, and prosperity.

in critical

circum-

some miles above,

at

a

sal-

one dollar a day, and stayed that winter and part

He

had formerly worked

at the

same

summer season at Cincinnati, and, as he
made a useful hand in making brick and

business in the

understood

Mr. Riddle has acquired a handsome property

money and

a brickyard across the river,

of the summer.

named.

Orleans

the levee, but, changing his mind, accepts a position in

Mary, John

L.,

New

and arrested the

next goes to Natches and engages work on

ary of

infants un-

as the cargo landed in

also there with officers

land without

He

Cornelia, Frank

who died

of pas-

fit

consequences

evil

captain, detained his stock of goods, leaving Mr. Friend

spent his earlier years at home, getting such education as

in

an enraged

threshed him off the boat, but

sion

it,

This work being done he

erecting a large court house.
set

out

for

Natches, but the distance of

fifteen

miles

through thickets and low marshes being impossible to

make

in

any reasonable time, quietly shifted himself into

and about dusk
happened the night was 'dark,
a heavy fog overspread the river, and not the faintest
an Indian boat lying

at the water's edge,

of evening set out.

As

it

Springdale.

glimmering of any

village,

little

boat into the middle of the

rent,

and

in the

star

could be seen.
river, let

He
it

thrust his

take the cur-

face of all danger from collision with

snags and steamboats, glided

down

the rapid stream at

the rate of about six miles an hour, reaching Natches

GEORGE

H.

FRIEND,

proprietor of the large paper mills of Lockland
rollton, Ohio,

ber 12, 1816.

was born

in

about eleven o'clock that night.

and Car-

Miami county, Ohio, Septem-

Mr. Friend had now by hard earnings during the interregnum of 1834 and 1835, while away, collected together

about

fifty dollars,

but he was yet to experience a loss

y,t^3-
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differing

him

for

At Natches a

from the others yet endured.

helpless applicant for a passage
aid,

and

after

up the

river

appealed to

promises to repay the favor

fair

for this act

was to be suspended from the church and

The suspension

reprimanded.

so staunch in his

Being a fellow companion he

who

him of the rest of his money and all his valuables,
and then deboarded his vessel at the iirst opportunity.
Such were some of the friendly experiences of Mr.
Friend before reaching Cincinnati on his trip to and from
lieved

New

Orleans, but nothing daunted by misfortune, he set

hurt

Union sentiments

fostered the free

ligious convictions.

as not to allow those

The

church, however, even before

separation into the two branches, failed to carry out

its

threat,

and he was always considered one of

chased from Messrs.

company with a Mr. French,
Haldermann and Parker the

paper mill built

Lockland.

brother, in

his

at

purfirst

In 1853 he built the

its

mem-

bers.

On

June

15, 1843,

he was married to Miss Elizabeth

were seven children:

and

his re-

its

and shoved the plane in Cincinnati; but in 1836 he removed to Lockland and continued
In 1858 he
his business for eighteen years thereafter.
nails

engender

principles to

Bradford, in Lockland, Ohio, and the

one year drove

and the

not,

soil

himself to learn the carpenter trade after his return, and
for

him

reprimanding was not received, as he was and had been

about twenty dollars was given and he went aboard.
laid siege to his trunk, re-
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Mary Agnes

fruits

Charles Howell; John B. Friend, died July
eighteen years;

of this union

married to

Friend,
2,

i86i,aged

Charles VV. Friend, married to

Jackson, died January

2,

Julia

They

1879, aged thirty years.

had three children: George, died January i, 1873, Meland Maynard; James Howard Friend, married to

vin,

depression in his business, and owing to

Flora Myers; they had two children: George Frederick,
and Edith; E. Annie Friend, married to Samuel John-

the facts of heavy indebtedness for property bought, and

son; they had one child: Fannie E; Catharine Friend,

the failure of the business to support two families, Mr.

and Edward Friend.

dweUing house
diately

came

a

in

which he now

resides, but there

imme-

Friend purchased the mill outright from Mr. French in

Immediately

1862.

demands

business revived, large

by the Government

Mr. Friend taking the mill

after

for

years he found himself out of

ing
•

money

for

paper being

war purposes, so that

in

raised

ington, Pennsylvania, July 22, 18 18.

at

Carrollton,

Ohio, but in five years afterwards, to the day, they were

burned down, the

loss

being about forty thousand dol-

Mr. Friend immediately

lars.

rebuilt,

chinery, increasing their capacity,
best of the kind in the west.

Friend, a young
ness,

is

now

man

putting in ma-

and making them the

His son, George Howard

of business

tact,

learned in the busi-

a partner of his father, and general mana-

ger of the Carrollton mills.

In 1840-41, a
will illustrate

member
and

in

little

church incident occurred which

Mr. Friend's

politics.

He was

at that

time a

of the Methodist Episcopal church in Lockland,

the course of time, a minister of the Wesleyan

Methodists having been invited to preach
troublous times of the free
text:

"God made

suggestive

all

men

— although no

(it

soil discussions),

antecedents of the

of our subject went to

to

in

Wash-

Friend family are numerthe

time when the father

Canada on a

visit

to see his

brother George, and while there married a daughter of

Leonard Scratch, and

sister

of his brother's wife.

It

should also be stated that three children of the Scratch
family married three children of

ana Wigle.

The two

brothers

John Wendel and

came

to

the

Charles stopped at Cincinnati, his brother going

Juli-

States.

down

the river to Jeffersonville, Indiana, where they settled,

and the descendants mostly reside.
Charles, however,
remained in Cincinnati, and finally died in Lockland on
January 23, 1868, aged seventy-nine years.
In the year 1870 some of the Canadian members of
this large family, while

on a

visit to

the States, proposed

a reunion, to take place in Canada, which finally occurred

took

in Gosfield,

for his

of one blood," which was so

ill

family.

They date back

lives in the

having carefully

being in the

word, bestirring plolitical or

—

had been spoken
that the pro-slavery
faction of the church took umbrage, and before the
preacher got under headway with the sermon, pelted him
severely with eggs, and upon taking a more violent course,
partisan hatred,

The
ous.

still

She was born

made

rapidly.

In 187 1 he purchased two other mills

and trained her

after

a few

indebtedness and mak-

all

Mrs. Elizabeth Friend, nee Bradford,

enjoyment of health and comfort,

Mr. Friend interceded to prevent further trouble, and

was held

in

Canada, September 24, 1872. The meeting
a beautiful grove belonging to Theodore

Eighteen visitors from the South were present,
and about eight hundred of the home relatives, making
the affair, with its bounteous repasts of the day, and the
cordial greetings of the numerous descendants, an occaWigle.

sion long to be remembered.

HISTORY OF HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO.

394
church from the time of his

this

with

exception of an

the

Revs.

J.

Lockwood and

C.

tered unto

Soon

it.

call, in

interval

1827, until 1853,

1842-6, when

the

Wilkinson severally minischurch

J.

Meanwhile the Old School branch had successfully
It was formed Januits separate existence.
1839, under the auspices of the Rev. L. G. Gaines,

— James

and Margaret Mount,
John and Margaret McGrew, David McFarland, Maria
Mount and McFarRobertson and Agnes Gormond.
two of a band
land, with David Lee and John R. Dick
of seven

members

of eleven

who joined

Catharine

the property of Mrs.

place,

has

It

manifested

not yet

much

S.

activity,

however.

THE CENSUS
showed up a population of two thousand seven
hundred and seventy-nine in Sycamore township. Fifty
of 1830

maintained
3,

Anderson.

after his pastorate closed, the

ceased to hold services in Reading.

ary

joining this

G.

years later, in June, 1880,

it

made

a footing of six thou-

sand three hundred and seventy-one, against
sand

hundred and eighty-four

five

thou-

six

in 1870.

—

first

ruling elders.

a few days afterwards, were the

for a

New

School brethren, they met

time in a neighboring and vacant log cabin, then in

a brick dwelling

and continued

owned by David Lee on Main street,
meet there until 1843, when their own

to

church building,

still

standing in Reading, near the

was completed.

of the older Presbyterian edifice,

The church grew
years,

and had not

in

For

Pennsylvania, and

fallen seriously

into decline when, following the union of the

School wings

numbers
Old and

at the general assemblies of 1869, the

Reading was united with the New School
branch at Lockland, October 14, 1870, under the union
name of the Lockland and Reading Presbyterian church.

church

at

Among

the clergymen

who

ministered to the society dur-

ing the generation of 1839--70, Mr.

Hutchison enumer-

Adrian Aten,

S. J. Miller, H. R.
Edward Wright, Samuel Hair,
C. P. Jennings, John Stewart, John McRae, L. D. and
The last
S. S. Potter, W. H. Moore and James McGill.
named of these was in the pastorate at the time of the
union, and ministered for several months to the united
congregation.
He had been in charge of the Reading

ates the Rev. Messrs,

Naylor, Samuel Cleland,

church as long before as 1853, but resigned to enter the
service of the board of missions, and did not resume his
Since his retirement in

pastorate until January, 1866.

1871, the pastors of the church have been but two

W. A. Hutchinson and

— the

The

H.

21,

is

W. H. HILL.
Sharonville, was

Hill, of

Humilstown, Dauphin

1826, in

January

Ridge, and for three years from 1855 with the Mont-

gomery Presbyterians.
and influence for many

COLONEL
Colonel William

site

years the society was united with that at Pleasant

some

New

Biographical Sketch,

After ceasing to occupy the brick

church jointly with their

of

German

His

descent.

born

county,
father,

Michael, was a merchant, having a store of general mer-

He

chandise.

died

in the east,

young, about, nine years old.

moved

noble woman,

when William was quite
The widowed mother, a

with her family of five children

from Fort Hunter, Dauphin county, to Winchester, Randolph county, Indiana,

in

Here she

by team.

1839,

gave her children the best education in her power, that

common

afforded by the
ness was

when he was

His

school.

first effort

quite young, under

in busi-

nine years of

His capital was twenty-five
and reinvesting, in a little over
one year he increased to more than one hundred dollars.
This sum, after removing to the west, his mother invest-

age, in the selling of candies.

by

cents, which,

selling

ed with other funds
where the colonel

purchasing a

in

to

this

day

is

home

at

known by

Winchester,
the old

citi-

zens as "the garden spader," because he was regularly

employed by them nearly every spring
gardens.
1845, his

first

spade their

to

the death of his mother,

After

step

in

upon leaving school was

1844 or

to learn the

carding and spinning trade, in which he was engaged
until the

fall

of 1850,

when he commenced

for himself

the mercantile and milling business, which was prose-

rest

cuted with the great energy characteristic of Colonel

of the story has been told in the history of Springfield

During his mercantile hfe he was connected with
Hill.
and had the management of three different mercantile
houses, and purchased for two others in the eastern
During the same period he was the owner and
cities.

Revs.

S.

C. Palmer.

township.

SHARONVILLE
on the Short Line

situated

it

crosses the East fork of Mill creek, two miles

from the north and west
ively, at

lines of

village,

distant

the township, respect-

the southeast corner of section thirty.

an ancient

where

railway, at the point

is

having been laid out

May

It is also

30, 1818,

by Messrs. Josephus Myers, Simon Hagerman, Philemon
Mills and Abijah Johns.
It had ninety-five inhabitants

and by the

last

had a population of

four

in 1830,

census, taken half a century,

hundred and

sixty-nine.

post office, anciently Sharonville, was discontinued

The
some

time before 1840, but has since been restored under the

same name.

The Sharon Improvement company was

formed about 1875, for the improvement and sale of a
subdivision of a tract of about four hundred acres ad-

manager of two mercantile houses

in

the

same

place,

running one house against the other, and so well was

managed
both.

that his

own

family was not aware that he

This singular business freak was

this

owned

in order to

have

competition and draw trade to his own town, which old
citizens, after learning

of

it,

admitted was a complete

success.

In 1862, while Colonel Hill was in the milling business,

when

the great war of the Rebellion was fully in-

augurated, and

all

the loyal sons of the United States

were preparing to defend our
to settle

his

business,

flag,

enroll his

company, which was embodied

in

he was among the

name and

first

organize a

the Eighty-first regi-

z^
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ment of Ohio volunteer infantry. He was chosen capof company A, after which he was promoted to
lieutenant colonel of the same regiment, and breveted
While in
colonel on the twelfth day of August, 1864.
tain

the line of his duty in front of Atlanta, Colonel Hill re-

ceived a gun-shot

wound

hand and was sent

in the left

Before he had sufficiently

to the hospital in Cincinnati.

recovered to return to his regiment he was assigned to

As soon

duty on a court-martial.

from that duty, on

own

his

he was relieved

as

application after having been

offered a discharge, he returned to his regiment, joining

Goldsborough, North Carolina, and remained with

it

at

it

until the

war closed with the surrendering of General

Lee.

He

Camp

Dennison.

was then mustered out with

mencement

He

regiment

his

at

entered the service at the com-

of the war, as before noticed, with the rank

of captain, and attained the position of lieutenant

col-

His war record is one
and his friends are justly proud. Very few
men who drew their swords at the commencement of

and 24 East Third street, with business so largely
on the increase that he had to enlarge his clerical force

at 22

he retired with an increased salary offered him,

until

February

188 1.

11,

In 1874 Colonel Hill was a candidate on the Republi-

can ticket in Hamilton county

much ahead
vote of his

own

name

On

civil life

he found

for various

reasons,

had not

thousands of soldiers who,
yet received the

stands at the head of our

returning to

money due them from

the United States,

cultural society,

and took charge January

the society was at

on

thirty to fifty per cent

to get the Patrons of

so that his

Husbandry and farmers

order.
But the fair of 1879, like
pronounced success, realizing funds

premiums and

He

debts.

that of 1878,

was again,

say that

no

In the spring of 1868, after suffering from a disease he

had contracted in addition to his wound in the service,
he removed to a farm in Butler county, where he remained until 1870, when he moved to his valuable farm
in Sycamore township, his present and no doubt future
During the last eleven years he has been
residence.
largely

engaged

in

farming.

Beyond question Colonel

grown more wheat per acre on his farm for the
three years than any other farmer in his township.

all

for the third time,
bill

and got

of which he was

by

it

this

time a member, appropriating fifteen thousand dollars
for the purchase of more grounds and improving the
same, which was done during the

claim attorney in the State had a larger business.

was a
pay

sufficient to

and then prepared a

It is safe to

interested,

and trimming up the grounds, enough was
all premiums and nearly all expenses of
improvements made. This success so encouraged Colonel Hill and the board, that on his second election he
went to work to raise funds to rebuild, but did not succeed in getting enough to put the grounds in proper

legislature,

aid the noble defenders of the country to collect

When

of 1878), after renovating the

(that

first fair

through the Ohio

dues and secure pensions.

when

more than

debts and premiums.

its

elected president,

to

1878,

Colonel Hill with the board reorganized, they managed

and, upon their solicitation, he opened, in Cincinnati,

their

County Agrii,

lowest ebb, not paying

its

a war-claim and real estate office and was enabled greatly

own

In 1877 he was unanimously

precinct

elected to the presidency of the Hamilton

old buildings

biographical sketch.

of county

of his ticket, and his popularity in his

taken in to pay

votion through the entire Rebellion, from 1862, than did

office

township was so great that he received almost the entire

of which he

the gallant officer whose

the

for

commissioner; and although he was not elected, he ran

onel with a brevet colonel's rank.

that terrible struggle served their country with greater de-
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summer

of 1880, put-

ting the grounds in such shape for that year that

the greatest success of any

He

fair

was once more reelected, now

a unanimous vote.
lated funds

At

enough

to

was

for the fourth term,

this fair the association

by
accumu-

all premiums and debts, and
had a surplus with rental of the

pay

as the reports will show,

grounds and State

it

eVer held in the county.

free,

of three hundred to eight hun-

Hill has

dred

last

and got an appropriation of ten thousand dollars, which
will enable him and the board to make the Hamilton
county fair grounds the finest of any in the State.

In August, 1873, he assisted in organizing

Eden Grange,

No. 97 ^Patrons of Husbandry, being one of the charter
members. When the Hamilton County council was inColonel Hill was chosen as

stituted

agent, without compensation for the
well were

its

its
first

operations organized by

first

business

and so
on the

year;

him

that

twenty-ninth of July, 1874, after the council had

become

thoroughly organized, he was appointed financial business manager of the

Ohio State grange by the State

grange executive committee.

under

protest, after

m

a

accepted the trust

having repeatedly declined and

questing others to be appointed.
Sharonville,

He

room but

Locating his

eight by ten

sions, business increased so rapidly that

sary to

April
State.

open another house

I,

feet
it

in Cincinnati,

re-

office at

in

became

dimenneces-

which was done

187s, with local agents in various parts of the
the first day of October, 1875, the business

On

had become so extensive, running over millions of dollars, a large warehouse was opened at No. 63 Walnut
street, after which a still larger house had to be secured

dollars.

In the

fall

Colonel Hill then drew up another

bill

of 1879 Colonel Hill was elected one of

the Hamilton county delegation to the Sixty-fourth gen-

assembly of the State

eral

highest on the ticket.

legislature,

Upon

the

running the second
organization of the

committees of the house, Colonel Hill was made chairman of the agricultural committee, and also put on the

committee on turnpikes.

As a legislator he was always
on hand, and attentive to the interests of his constituents, very seldom losing a bill he presented to the house.
On the sine die adjournment of the assembly, and returning

home

to his

with Colonel

constituents, he opened, in connection

Thomas

E.

Spooner, his old book-keeper

when

in

tural

warehouse and general commission business, at
13 and 15 East Third street, Cincinnati, which,

Nos.

charge of the State Grange house, an agricul-

from present indications,

will

increase as largely as his

State grange business did.

Colonel Hill's connection with the financial business
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of the county and

under

charge,

his

national reputation

has given him a county, State and

among

children of the poor as well as the rich can be educated,

his success with
it

came

the patrons of husbandry,

and

among farmers and business men generally, such as any
man can be proud of. While a member of the legislature, in addition to

from

his

than

he secured

at large,

Agricultural society a larger appropriation

had ever received

it

amount of work sent him

the large

county and from the State

for the State

management

of the same in Sharonville for several
and in his efforts to bring them to a higher standard and the establishment of graded schools, so that the

and

State granges,

the Hamilton County Agriculturial society since

the

years,

is

only waiting time to accomplish

in

due

Colonel Hill has long been closely interested in the

be accomplished

time.

September

8,

1849, Colonel Hill was married to Char-

Nine children

Winchester, Indiana.

lotte L. Kelley, af

have been born of

before.

This, like the

it.

rest of his undertakings, will certainly

whom

this union, of

only

six are

now

living.

education of the youth of his locality; has had charge of

SYMMES.
The

DESCRIPTION.

Symmes

little

Miami

crosses about a mile

railroad

Symmes

and a

one of the later and smaller townships. It
was created between 1820 and 1826, solely from the
eastern part of Sycamore, to which were added two tiers

half of the territory of

of sections on the west which had formerly belonged to

railroad enters at Allendale, near the opposite or south-

township.
It is bounded on the south by
Columbia township, on the west by Sycamore, on the
north by Warren county, and on the east by the Little

west corner of the township, strikes the vicinity of the

is

Springfield

Miami, which follows a tortuous course of nearly twelve
miles along the eastern front of Symmes.

midway
ship,

of

its

reducing

course here,
its

When

about

deeply indents the town-

it

width from the extreme breadth of a

more than four miles on a line a short distance
north of West Loveland, to a trifle over a mile in the
latitude of Remington, about two and one-half miles
from the south line of the township.
Below this point
the width of the township is no where greater than three
and a quarter miles on the section line next north of Camp
The length of the township on the western
Dennison.
border and for more than a mile eastvyard is the same as
that of Springfield and Sycamore townships
seven miles,
dwindling down to nothing in the bends north and south
of the great bend of the Miami.
little

—

The
range

lands of the township
one,

township

five,

lie

altogether in the entire

whole ®f which

the

Symmes, and the southernmost

tier

entire range two, township five.

They comprise

full

and twelve

fractional sections

gether along the Little Miami.
acres

is

is

in

of sections in the

— the
The

thirteen

latter lying altototal

number

of

twelve thousand five hundred and thirty-eight.

The boundary
chase with

lines

tolerable

were run

in this

regularity,

part of the Pur-

though some

slightly

on a

line

through

from

distance

Camp

The

Marietta

&

Cincinnati

Remington and Montgomery stations, and thence
Little Miami closely, where it crosses into
Clermont and shortly into Warren counties. The Cincinnati & Wooster turnpike passes through the township
on the general line of the Little Miami railroad, crossing

follows the

the river like that just below Miamiville.

The

old State

Columbia via Montgomery toward Chillicothe,
also intersects the township, as do numerous other turnpikes and common roads.

road, from

Symmes township

lies

almost wholly in the valley of

and partakes of

the Little Miami,

At some distance back from the
ly in

upon

the northwestern part,

hill

the territory of the township,

topography, and to some extent
tion.

its

general character.

however, especial-

country

infringes

and variegates

its

capacity of produc-

abundantly watered by several small streams,

It is

which mostly take
field

its

river,

the

their rise in

Warren county and Spring-

township, and flow into the Little Miami.

Across

from

Symmes

this river are several fine bridges crossing

township

—

as a large iron

bridge above

southern Ohio
Station

one

Miamiville.
is

that

and on the

cinnati railroads.

dred and

Loveland, and a long
of the finest bridges in

between Branch Hill and Symmes'

—places respectively

counties,

at

One

little

It is

in Clermont and Hamilton
Miami and Marietta & Cin-

a suspension bridge three hun-

fifteen feet long, built at the joint

some singularly wide sections in the south part.
numbered thirteen, nineteen, twenty-five and

thousand

lying in both ranges, are duplicated in this township.

southeastern part,

river at

the two counties connected by

Sections

its

Dennison, averaging a half-mile's

the river.

broken ones appear in the north half of the township, and
thirty-one,

in

opened to
Fourth of

dollars.

travel at

expense of

and costing seventy
It
was formally dedicated and
a great celebration at this point on the

July, 1872,

it,

when appropriate addresses were

—
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otherwise improve his

December

i,

The

facilities.

Liberty Hall of

preparing in his paper-mill another vat,
and will employ some experienced hands, who understand how to
work at the vat, in the paper-making business. Such will find encourChristian Waldsmitli

now

is

agement at his mill on the Little Miami.
and printers may be supplied with all kinds of paper
.

Baum &

Store-keepers

.

.

at the store of

Perry, Cincinnati, or at the mill.

in the Lit-

found

is

Almanac

of 181

says that October loth of the previous year a

had been formed

Round Bottom,

at

1,

which

Cincinnati, with one thousand shares of stock of

fifty

The directors of the company were Andrew Megrue, Thomas Sloo, Jacob Broadwell, Michael
dollars each.

Debolt, James C.

Morris,

William Lytle, John Smith,

Thomas

William Bardley, Enoch Buckingham,

Thomas Heckewelder.

R. Ross,

Mr. Broadwell was president,

and Mr. Sloo cashier of the company.
About the same time the Bockenheims, or Buckinghams, had a small saw-mill on the bank of the Little
Miami, opposite Miamiville.
Elsewhere, further north on the Little Miami, the Cin-

company has

cinnati Paper Fabric

were married in

born seven children

York, October

— WiUiam,
Of

Henry, Robert T., John,

these, four are living

— Wil-

married to -Miss Christiana Apgar, daughter of Daniel P.

in this region in the early

Cincinnati

in the

Henry and Sarah Lucky,
They
9, 1814.
February, 1841, and to them have been

New

in

thirteen miles from

This sturdy old German pioneer and

died in March, 1814, of the "cold plague."

Another note of operations
day

who was born

company

Miami, near the southwest corner of Symmes townwhich was upon the mainland

his son

Mr. Martin was married to Miss

Elizabeth Lucky, daughter of

and John. Although Mr. Martin is not a member of a church, he is a strong advocate
The subject of our sketch is one of
of law and order.
Hamilton county's enterprising farmers, and one of its
worthy and respected citizens.
John E. Rude, son of Zala Rude, was born in Symmes
township, Hamilton county, August 29, 1820, and has
since been a resident of Hamilton county.
He was

ship, opposite the saw-mill,

near his house.

but a year old, and has been a resident of

Sarah A., George, Jane.

Waldsmith's paper-mill stood on the island
tle

when he was

the county ever since.

1811, contains this advertisement:

Apgar,

November

nine children
zie,

—

at

T.,

home.

To them

23, 1857.

Frank

Isabel,

Anna, Peter

still

S.,

Mr.

have been born

Catharine, John E., Liz-

P.,

Hannah and Robert.
Rude is a member

All living

and

in the Christian

church.
Oliver P. Buckingham, son of William Buckingham,
in Hamilton county, Ohio, August
and has been a resident of the county all his

was born

was married to Miss Eliza

W. Weller, November
dren

J.

He

Weller, daughter of

John

They have

24, 1852.

Mr. Buckingham

lost

1830,

30,
Ufe.

— Lola, Frorence, Montford

home.

buildings.

its

Henry, Robert

liam,

and Lee

—

four chil-

all

living at

his wife July 14, 1880, at

Jabez Reynolds, oldest child of William and Elizabeth
Reynolds, was born in Washington county, Rhode Is-

the age of forty-nine years.

land, January 31, 1803, emigrated to Pennsylvania in the

was born in Symmes township, Hamilton county, No-

year 1829, and remained there until the year 1832,
when he came to Cincinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio,
and has been a resident of the county since that time.
He was married to Miss Mercy Oatley, daughter of

John and Susan Oatley, of South Kingston, Washington
The fruit of
county, Rhode Island, March 22, 1825.
union was ten children: William

this

B.,

1826; Elizabeth, born February 16,

June

26,

William,

1830;

born

December

Charles O., born April 25, 1835; Jabez, born
4,

May

born

17,

1828; Lydia, born
20,

1832;

December

1836; Caroline E., born January 26, 1838;

Mercy,

born November 3, 1840; Jabez, born April 25, 1843;
Thomas H., born September 13, 1845. Of these, but
five are still living

Thomas H.
and

is

—

all

— Lydia, William,

Mercy, Jabez, and

married. Lydia married William Phipps,

a resident of Norwood, Hamilton county, Ohio.

William married Bell Ashcraft, and is a resident of Bond
Mercy married Hiram
Hill, Hamilton county, Ohio.
D. Rodgers, and
county, Ohio.
is

a resident of

first

lia

Hamilton

Jabez married Miss Estella Sanders, and

New

to E. P. Pullen;

B. Conklin,

a resident of Linwood,

is

and

ton county, Ohio.

York.

Thomas H. married

twice

the second time he married Adeis

a resident of

Mr. Reynolds

is

Bond Hill, Hamila member of the

Martin, sixth child and fourth son of

Robert and Jane Martin, was born

New

vember

York, January

emigrated to Ohio,

4,

18 18.

The

in

Chenango county.

subject of our sketch

Hamilton county, with

his father

28, 1829,

all his life

of

ter

and has been a resident of

this

county

He

with the exception of about two years.

was married twice

—

first

to Miss

Selina Pancost, daugh-

Enoch Pancost, February

He

February 22, 1866.

28,

1855.

She died

was married the second time

Miss Mary R. Montford, daughter of William

P.

to

Mont-

To them have been born seven
Edwin M., Charles W., James C,
all living and at
Francis L., Joseph F. and Florence
home. Mrs. Cunningham is a member of the Catholic
Our subject is now serving his seventh year as
church.
June

ford,

children

25, 1867.

— Mary

trustee of

B.,

—

Symmes township and

is

in every

way a worthy

and excellent citizen.
Rachel Price, seventh child of Frederick Buckingpaugh, was born in Symmes township, Hamilton county,
February 28, 1808, and has been a resident of the county
her

all

life.

19, 1823.

tha

J.,

She was married

to

To them have been

Marcus

S.,

Marions

B.,

Nimrod

Price January

born ten children

Amanda

— Mar-

M., Malen

F.,

John N., Milton D., Ennis J., Albert P. and William P.
Of them nine are living, Albert being dead. Mrs. Price
She has reached
is a inember in the Universalist church.
the ripe old age of seventy-four years.

Levi Buckingham, a native of Delaware, emigrated to

Ohio

Quaker church.
Jonathan T.

William B. Cunningham, son of John Cunningham,

in the year 1788,

Symmes

township.

and 'took up a section of land

He

in

then returned to Pennsylvania,

and in 1794 returned to his land with his brother, Enoch
Buckingham. The first thing they did was to build a
log cabin to shelter the family.

The Indians were

very

—
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troublesome

and a man was fined who went
Levi Buckingham was the

at that time,

church without a gun.

to

father of six children

—William
Of

Maria and Lydia H.

Lizzie, Isaac,

L.,

these but two are

still

Jane,

up

to the time

he moved on

His father

ship.

farm, in March,

his

out the

set

now Eden

vineyard

first

1873,

Symmes

time he has been farming in

since that

of Eden,

living
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in the

town-

garden

Park, in the year 1844.

and has been a resiHe was married twice
dent of the county all his life.
first to Miss Elizabeth Harris, in 1834; she died the same
He was married the second time to Miss Nancy
year.

Link, was born in
J. Link, son of John H.
Germany, February 8, 1807 he emigrated to
America and settled in Hamilton county in the fall of
1856, and has remained a resident of the count)-.
He
was married to Miss Hannah Grouse, daughter of
Charles H. Crouse, in May, 1834.
To them have been

Sanders, daughter of Meeryarter Sanders, of Tennessee,

born

Charles

William and Maria.
William

S.

Buckingham was born

Hamilton county, August

September

Symmes

To them

22, 1835.

— Jane — who

township,

1,

has been born one child

married John Quail, and

a resident of

is

Mr. and Mrs. Buckingham are both

township.

members
among its

26, 181

Symmes

in

of the Methodist Episcopal church,

and are

Saxton,

;

fourteen

children

Morris, Gustavus, Clara and Charlotte
are

living.

still

Ida, Robert,

of these

;

eight

Mr. and Mrs. Link are both members of

Up

the Lutheran church.

Mr. Link worked

liberal supporters.

Richard, Caroline, Hannah,

:

Minnie, Henry, Augustus, Mary, Augusta,

to the time of his emigration

wagonmakers' trade

at the

;

since he

Maria Buckingham, daughter of Levi Buckingham,
was born in Symmes township, Hamilton county, August

has been in America he has been farming.

and has always been a resident of this county.
She now lives on part of the section of land on which
She superintends her own
her father settled in 1794.

was born

emigrated to America January

farm.

he moved to Hamilton county, and has been a resident

Horace Buckingham, son of Enoch Buckingham, who
Hamilton county in 1794, was born in Hamilton county, September 22, 1806, and lived in Hamilton
county until about the year 1832, when he moved to

of the county ever since.

6,

1

818,

settled in

Jacob Klick, oldest child of Peter and Louisa Klick,

Butler county, in the
ried in 1838,

Agnes, Charles, Albert, Louisa, Oregan, Lewis, Walter,

father

and Victor

his

of these six are

Albert, the

living.

still

was born in Clermont county, Ohio, June
and remained in Clermont until October, 1877.

fall

wife,

Louisa:

Ida, all living but James,

December

6,

first

to

Miss Virginia Doyle,

who died March

i860,

of this union was three children

fruit

Horace

;

and

all living,

Henry Nenfarth,
farth,

He

was born

jr.,

still at

29, 1871.

Alvin,

Effie,

:

and

Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, in 1837.

in

settled

Hamilton

in

county, in 1845, since which time he has been a resident
of the county.
ler,

He

was married to Miss Elizabeth Mil-

daughter of George Miller, January

have

six children

:

William, Katie,

2,

Henry

and

June

They
Anna I).,

1869.
J.,

;

He was

time.

John

married to Magdaline Sur,

Sur, July 23, 1850.

The

daughter of

children are Kate, Clara,

Amelia and

in the

Mrs. Klick

Ella.

Presbyterian church.

Symmes

John W. and Elizabeth

township, Hamilton coun-

He

181 7, and has resided here ever since.

8,

living but

Anna

Melissa,

died August 18, 1862.

and Frank.

E.

Mr. Weller

Anna

E.,

treasurer of

George
to

in

Symmes

is

all

Mrs. Weller

one of the model

He has served

farmers of Hamilton county.

since.

at

by

Jane, Edwin, Mary, Perry, Frank, Cass and Florence,

1839, and has been a resident of the county since that

living,

the

Catharine,

eleven children: Melissa, Robert E., John W.,

born

all

is

six

was married to Miss Belinde Vorhees, daughter of Albert Vorhees, April i, 1840.
To them have been born

home.
Henry Nenfarth, sr., son of Jacob and Catharine Nenfarth, was born in the Grand Dutchy of Hesse-Darmemigrated to America
stadt, Germany, May 8, 1827
with his father, and settled in Hamilton county. May 27,
George E. and Cary;

and

first

Amelia,

James,

Philip Weller, oldest child of

Weller, was born in
ty,

Katie Nen-

Mr. Klick

of 1848.

Laura, William H., George and

A., Ella, Jacob,

an earnest member

The

home.

son of Henry and

emigrated to America, and

is

to Louisa Fisher, of

of eleven children, five by his

Mary

twice,

subject of our sketch

first

Margaret Hinkle, a resident of Butler

county, married in the

last

when

1857,

was Miss Martha Fetherly, of Indiana; the

wife was

16, 1839,

was married

—

and

settled in

of 1832; the second wife, mar-

fall

third child,

He

The

has been married three times

third

;

30, 1809,

He

1832.

i,

Butler county, and remained until the year

Clermont county, and was a resident there to the time
He was the father of eight children
of his death.
:

Germany, December

in Bavaria,

one term as

township.

Miller, child of

Adam and Dora

Hussian, Germany, July 18, 181

1,

Miller,

was

and emigrated

America, settling in Hamilton county, Ohio, in the

year 1854, and has been a resident of the county ever

He

was married to Miss Mary Krebs, daughter

May, 1839.

of Peter Krebs, in

To them

have been born

eight children: Henry, John, Gary, Lizzie, William, Le-

Malinda, Amanda, Sophia, Julia, Ellen, and Magdaline.

na,

Kate, Clara, Sophia and Ellen are

Lizzie,

Barney and George.

Hamilton county ; Clara is married to Morris
Linke the other two are still single and living at home.

But three of these are living:
Mr. and Mrs. Miller are
both members of the Evangelical Lutheran church.
Philip Sauerback, son of Philip and Anna Sauerback,
was born in Germany December 12, 1827.
He emi-

Mr. and Mrs. Nenfarth are both members of church,

grated to America, Hamilton county, Ohio, in the year

married to William Birchfield, and

Kate is
a resident of Lock-

still

is

living.

land,

;

Mr. Nenfarth of the Evangelical, and Mrs. Nenfarth of
the Catholic Church.
trade

;

had worked

Mr. Nenfarth

at that trade for

is

a redistiller by

about sixteen years,

William and George.

1856, and has been a resident of the county ever since.

He

was married twice

the second time to

—

first

Mrs.

to

Anna

Elizabeth Brigner, and
Lell,

widow of George

—
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They have two

Lell.

Mary and

children:

Christina.

had two: Frederick and Philip, all
Philip is a resident of Newport, Kentucky; the
living.
others are all at home. Mr. Saurback is a member of the
His

first

wife

also

Catholic church.

Jonathan T. Martin, the sixth child and fourth son of
Robert and Jane Martin was born in New York, January
When but a year old he was brought to this
4, 1818.
county by his parents, and has been a resident here ever
Mr. Martin was married to Miss Eliza-

since that time.

beth Lucky, daughter of Henry and Sarah Lucky, the

His wife was born

of February, 1841.

first

New

of

York, October

William, Henry, Robert T., John,

of seven children:

Sarah A., George and Jane.

mentioned are

in the State

Their family consists

18 14.

9,

Of

these,

the

four

first

her brother living with her.

been a resident of the same with the exception of about
March 19, 1844, he was married to Miss
twenty years.

who was born
Mary

nine children: William N.,

Warren county,

in

To them

Ohio, February 11, 1824.

have been born

E., Elizabeth,

Charles

M., Sharlon M., Orville, Ida B., Emerson, and Sarah

F.,

whom

are dead.
Mr. and Mrs. Walker are both
members of the United Brethren church, and
are among its most able supporters.
Anna Enyart, daughter of Robert McCane, was marTheir chilried to David Enyart, November 8, 1818.

earnest

dren are Elmer, Alsina, Verlinda, Stella A., Christopher

C, and one that died in early infancy before being named.
Her husband has been dead since
All are now dead.
Mrs. Enyart

living

is still

on the old

place,

Miss Elizabeth Roosy, daughter of Jacob Roosy,
She died in 1879, aged fifty-five years.
1843.
served ten years as township trustee, the
year 1876.

He

church and

is

During the
ing, but

Germany, March 9, 1835, and emigrated to
in Hamilton county, January 6, 1861.

was married to Miss Katie Horner, daughter of Fred-

erick

J.

Horner, January

To them

1861.

8,

—

and at home.
George W. Brown, son of David and Emeline Brown,
was born in Symmes township, Hamilton county, on the
farm where he now lives,
14, 1826, and has
remained a resident of the county ever since. He was
married to Miss Martha Kynon, daughter of Andy Kyn-

He

finest

began

a poor boy, but has

life

farms in the township;

various offices of responsibility

and

at the

still

time of his death, January 22, 1815.

was married to Miss Mary Covalt, daughter of CapTh.ey had
tain Abijah Covalt, in September of 1792.

Evan W.,

Isaiah,

Jonathan, Saiah, Jo-

seph, Nancy, Joel, Mary, Reason, Elizabeth H., Ephraira

C, and

Sidney.

Of

these only three are

Mary, Reason, and Elizabeth H.
Vhoris, and

is

its

best

supporters.

dezvous and camp of equipment

lives

now

living

Mary married David

a resident of Iowa.

William C. Wycoff and

for

many thousands

of

troops during the war of the Rebellion, has been given

with sufficient fullness in our chapter on the military
history of
it

Hamilton county.

After the war had closed

was thought worth while to found a permanent

village

and in 1866 Camp Dennison was regularly surveyed and platted by Mr. E. Campbell. The Camp
Dennison Building association was also incorporated
April 25, 1872. A flourishing village has grown up here.
It is situated below Miamiville, in the northwest part of
section nineteen, on the Cincinnati & Wooster turnpike
and the Little Miami railroad and river.
This village had two hundred and ninety-two inhabihere,

tants by the census of 1880.

ALLANDALE.

Camp

Dennison, almost in the

extreme southwest corner of the township, on the Marietta

&

Cincinnati railroad,

Allandale.

We

is

the

do not learn

station
that

it

and hamlet of
ever been

has

platted.

GLENWOOD
is

another station on the Marietta

& Cincinnati,

about

at

the centre of section thirty-two, a mile and a quarter

northeast of Allandale.

vey and

It

likewise has no regular sur-

plat.

REMINGTON
is

a small village at the terminus of the roads from Mont-

gomery to the railroad and
from Glenwood, and with

river, a

mile east of north

MONTGOMERY STATION
in its

immediate

vicinity.

SYMMES STATION.

a resident of

He

twelve children:

of the United Brethren

history of this very interesting locality, as a ren-

has held

Joseph Jones emigrated from Pennsylvania to Hamilcounty

has

trust.

ton county in the year 1791, and was
this

He

being the

last

previous to that time worked at the blacksmith's

November

1856.

to

June

CAMP DENNISON.

The

all

living

now one of the

in

re-

few years he has been employed in farm-

have been

born four children: Katie, Lydia, Lizzie, and Lewis

on, July 4,

member

a

Three miles west of

America, settling

He

last

is

considered one of

and

Nicholas Rembis, oldest child of Louis Rembis, was
in

at the

1,

this township, March 11, 182 1, and has since
mained a resident of the county. He was married

has reached the ripe age of seventy-eight years.

born

is liv-

185

8,

born in

Robert Walker, the son of John and Hannah Walker,
in this county, March 13, 181 6, and has since

1826.

Only Ada

advanced age of seventy-nine years. Mr. and Mrs. Wycoff and Mr. Jones are all members of the Baptist church.
Josiah Harper, son of John and Mary Harper, was

was born

four of

Mary Jones died December

Mrs.

ing.

trade.

living.

Elizabeth Anderson,

Their children are Ada,

Laurinsky, Verner E., and Clarence C.

Elizabeth married

on the old home, and has

This was formerly called Polktown, and
oldest village in
1817,.

the township.

It

was laid

is

much the
May 6,

off

by James Pollock, who was the first settler in this
having bought his land here, several hundred

region,

Judge Symmes in 1795. The first regular griston the Little Miami Elliott's, or "the
company's" mill was situated here, not far from the
acres, of

—

mill established

—

site of

the present mill.

The

village, in the early days,

as a point of rendezvous for travellers, adventurers,

and

REV.
Rev. W. B. Chidlaw, A. M., was born

in

B.

VV.

Bala,

CHIDLAVV,

North

Wales, Great Britain, July 14, 181 1.
His paternal ancestors were Huguenots, who, in the persecution which

lowed the revocation of the edict of Nantes, in 1685,
from France and found refuge among the mountains

o

fled

His parents were Benjamin and Mary ChidThey emigrated to the United States in 1821.

of Wales.
law.

Their voyage

in the ship

Manhattan, from Liverpool to

New

tution,

A.

M.

was removed to Gambler, Ohio,

in 1827. In 1829
he united with the Presbyterian church, worshipping in a
log chapel five miles from his mother's home. The same

year he taught school in the settlement,

month

dollars a

salary,

and

his

board

people

in

organized a Sunday-school

in

the

Mohawk

gospel ministry.

here a few weeks with some Welsh

ceeded

in

wagons

After remaining
friends,

they pro-

the hospitable

Encouraged by the religious
the settlement, and anxious to be useful, he

which became a decided success.

river in a keel-boat to Utica.

receiving nine

cabins of his employes.

York, occupied forty-seven days. From New York
they reached Albany in a sloop, on the Hudson, in a
thence in wagons to Schenectady, and up the
week
;

in

early religious

life,

in his

with the deep convictions of his

mind, led him to consecrate his
his

log meeting-house,

This service

life

to

own

the work of the

Aided to the extent of the resources of
widowed mother, and his own earnings by manual

to

labor

and teaching,

Black Rock (now

he graduated in the

and on the
" Walk-in- the-water,"

Oxford, Ohio, in

Miami

Buffalo),

the

steamboat

first

that

university,

He

1833.

plowed the

studied

theology as aresident

waters of Lake Erie,

graduate

they voyaged to Low-

other students, under

er

Sandusky.

After

Dr.

with

H.

R.

six

Bishop,

waiting here for trans-

Professors McGuffey

portation for several

Armstrong,

wagon

days, a

was

Scott,

secured to take the

family

— parents, a
—

daughter and son

Delaware,
in

fa-

culty

of the univer-

sity.

Like many

others of his worthy

Ohio,

fellow-students, sacri-

were

fices

Wales

made

to

obtain an education.

had settled some
years before.

and

able

to

where several of the
neighbors

the

Compelled

In a

to a rigid

economy during

his

few weeks the father,

course of training for

stricken by

the

died.

mother,
Christian
ergetic

fever,

In 1822, his

noble
woman, en
a

work of

life,

he

boarded himself

at

thirty eight

a

week during the winterterms. Hebought

and capable

bought a tract of land

corn

meal

Welsh

cents

a

in the

cents

settle

ment of Radna, a

at

ten

bushel, po-

Here, in a

tatoes the same price,
and beef at one cent
and a half a pound,

fatherless

home, the
boy spent

choice cuts. Raw
material at these

early

years, ac-

few miles from Delaware.
log cabin

his

"

and

skill

m

the use of the axe,

the hoe, and the sickle.
in the

In Wales he had been taught
Sunday-school of the Congregational church of

his native village to

prices, and,

I

quiring habits of industry

being his

cook, he lived comfortably, enjoyed good health and

great facilities for study.

In 1835 he was licensed to preach by the presbytery

and believe the Holy

of Oxford, and accepted a call to the Welsh settlement

In 1823, in the log school-

of Paddy's Run, Butler county, Ohio, preaching in the
Organizing SundayWelsh and English languages.
schools and preaching outside the bounds of his con-

read, revere,

Scriptures, in his vernacular.

own

house of the settlement, with Webster's spelling book,
for which he bartered four pounds of butter, he commenced his English education. Engaged in labor dur-

gregation, his labors were blessed in the furtherance of

ing the summer, and

the gospel,

attending school

in

winter,

he

mastered Webster's spelling book, read the Columbian
Orator, and grappled with Pike's arithmetic.
In 1826

he attended the school of Bishop Chase, at Worthington,
and one term of Kenyon college, the first after the insti-

as

well as in his

own

special charge.

In

1839, invited by an aged and wealthy uncle in Wales,
with
birth.

his

venerable mother, he visited the land of his
this visit he travelled extensively over the
preached in over a hundred chapels, wit-

During

Principality,

MRS. W.
wonderful

•nessing

revivals of religion.

B.

In one congre-

gation, Llanuwchllyn, near Bala, his native town, over
two hundred souls were converted and added to the

On

church.

his return, in 1840,

he entered the service

of the American Sunday-school union, as its superintending missionary for Ohio an<3 Indiana, in which he
has continued until the present, except during the war

of the Rebellion, when he was chaplain of the Thirty-ninth
Ohio volunteer infantry, Colonel John Groesbeck's regi-

ment, and in the service of the United States Christian
In his regiment he was a good Samaritan
commission.
true evangelist, caring faithfully for the souls

and

the bodies of the brave

men

for

and

whose good he served

CHIDLAW.
school centennial memorial services, held in London,
five hundred delegates, representing fourteen

when over

Christian nations, assembled to celebrate the
tury of Sunday-school history.

cen-

home

he spent two months among the mountains of his native
Wales, delighted by the cordial welcome and genial fellowship of old and new friends, participating in various
religious services, and enjoying life on the sea shore and

climbing the grand old rock-ribbed mountains.
Now, in sight of the seventieth milestone in life's journey, he enjoys

good health and

and

vigor,

is

fully de-

voted to his chosen work, connected with the interest of
religion and the early Christian education of our youth.

In 1842 he mar-

God and his country.
His

first

Before returning

ried Miss Rebecca,

daily religious

youngest daughter of

service, reading the

Hughes.

and Mary
They were

of the regiment at

blessed

with

dress-parade, his
Sunday-school and

children.

er

the

in

Ezekiel

and pray-

scriptures

presence

eight

Henry

Kerr, the youngest,

died in 1862, and the

preaching, as well as

who

Martha,

eldest,

pastoral labors in the
tent or barracks, the

married John Karr,

always ap-

died in 1873, leaving

soldiers

and

preciated

joyed.

At

seven children, Mar-

en-

Rosa,

Jane,

tha,

Camp

C,
Mary C.

Benton, near Sl
Louis, in the autumn
of 1861, when ten

John, Benjamin

regiments were

eldest

Charles and

John Chidlaw,

en

their

son, married

camped. Colonel

Miss Harriet Hayes.

commanding,
invited him to
preach on the day
of fasting and prayer

They have four chilEdward H.,
dren
Rebecca C, Martha

appointed by Presi-

min,

Curtis

dent

—

second

their

son, married Lucre-

In

Lincoln.

Benja-

and Walter.

tia

the presence of this

T. Matson, and

have one son

body of troops
and their officers, he
discoursed on "the
large

liam

M.

James

—Wil-

Chidlaw.
H.,

their

conditions of Divine

youngest living son,

deliverance in times

married Miss Eliza-

of

beth Tanney.

national

peril,"

Chronicles

7. 14.

—

In

the hospitals of Perryville,

Kentucky, Nashville, Millikin's Bend, Murfrees-

borough, Stevenson and Chattanooga, his labors of love
in behalf of the Christian conversion were
useful,

the

abundant and

a true friend and a willing helper to the sick,

wounded and

They

had three children
Harry, Ida and
They have
Grace.

founded on Second

the dying soldiers.

In 1863 Governor Brough appointed him trustee of

Miami university, an office he still holds. In 1866
he was appointed by Governor J. D. Cox trustee of the
Ohio Reform Farm school for boys, at Lancaster. Reappointed by Governors Hayes and Bishop, he served
the

three

daughters— Mary Irene, Anna and Jane Carterthe deat home, cheering and blessing

unmarried and

ministrations
clining years of their earthly pilgrimage with

of love and kindness.

The

family residence of Mr.

Chidlaw is on a large and valuable farm on the banks of
The old mansion is in a beautiful grove of
the Miami.
his three
forest trees, and is surrounded by the homes of
sons,

who

prise

and

are cultivating the farm
skill.

As the shadows

with industry, enterof the eventide of a

he was oppointed by the American Sabbath-school union

pathway,
life are gently falling on their
they wait in hope for the hour of departure from the labors and joys of life to the rest and glory of the life

to represent the National society at the Raikes Sunday-

eternal.

the

commonwealth

faithfully for fourteen years.

In 1880

long and useful

HISTORY OF HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO.
Bend, August

He

1866.

1790, and died at Cleves April 16,

23,

was the

Bend

white .child born in North

first

Elizabethtown, as we have seen, was settled as early as
1806, but was not platted as a village until April

when

15,

Miami township, where he always resided, an honored
and useful citizen and a devoted Christian. On a large

hands of Isaac Mills.*

upright slab of Italian marble

necessary, in order to meet the requirements of the post

or

A

"Jonas Frazee.
of VVestfield,

by the

New

soldier of the Revolution; a native

A

citizens."

monuments

of Ezekiel
esq.,

— erected
New

of

a native

Cilley,

in 1857,

Chidlaw, Edward Hunt,

and

1858

pyramid marks the

beautiful marble

Benjamin

Hampshire, who died

plain

the following inscription;

Jersey, born 1759, died

grave of Colonel

family

is

The
Rev. B. W.

aged sixty-two

years.

Hughes, esq..
and John V. Chamberlain,

substantial, beautify the secluded

home

of the

dead.

In the graveyard attached to the Presbyterian church

honored graves of the Hunts,

at Elizabethtown are the

Bonhams, Haires, Rees, Lebow, Hayes, Guards, and

monuments designating

other pioneer families) with

the

18 1 7,

post office here.

through

is

inhabitants."

1830, it had one hundred and
had two hundred in r88o.

Berea was a

—

Miami.

was

It

in

Hamilton

to the northward.

far

have been within the limits

not,

little

much more

never

Valley Junction

It

or of the present Whitewater.

now

village,

utterly

extinct,

but on which side we are as yet unable to learn,

and so cannot

locate

certainly

it

site

It

of the BeIt

was

than a "paper town."
is

not a surveyed town, but simply the

Hunt's Grove, on the

Dry

fork, is not a village,

famous

Whitewater town-

in

ship.

or

three

of the Whitewater Valley

line

railroad, near the junction

Whitewater and the

of the

but a very pleasant

locality,

as a resort for picnics.

POPULATION, ETC.
Whitewater had one thousand

John Bucknell, upon the Great Miami

platted in 1803 by
river,

place laid out about the

has a station-house and two

of the old Whitewater township, laid out the next year,

Shrewsbury was another

thirty-two inhabitants.

rea meeting-house, in 1817, by Samuel Pottinger.

dwellings.

Cadberry may, or may

canal passes

contains several stores, two tav-

one meeting-house, and one hundred and twenty
Eleven years before, by the census of

erns,

township.

stretched

It

that of 1841 the

"The Whitewater

it:

this place.

WHITEWATER VILLAGES.

still

said of

to the

does not seem to have been noticed

It

in the State Gazetteer of 18 19, but in

following

has been found

it

name Riverdale

department, to give the

office

Cadberry was a pioneer town, laid out by Henry Cadberry in 1802
one of the very first to be planted in this
county, but that

In later days

point of union of the two railroads that intersect the

spot containing their sacred dust.

State we.st of the Great

the town was ushered into being by the

five

hundred and

enty-four inhabitants by the last census.

assessed value of

its

lands, lots,

sev-

In 1879 the

and improvements, was

seven hundred and sixty-one thousand four hundred dolof

lars;

its

chattel property,

one hundred and ninety

thousand seven hundred and forty-four dollars; and the

Miamitown
six, in

is

situated

upon the north

half of section

the northeastern part of the township, at the point

where the Cincinnati and Harrison turnpike crosses the
Great Miami, fifteen miles from its mouth.
It is opposite to

amount of the tax duplicate for the year was therefore
nine hundred and fifty-five thousand one hundred and
forty-four dollars.

upon

the southwest corner of Colerain township,

which stood Campbell's station during the period of Indian warfare.

second of

Miamitown was
1816,

April,

laid

on the twenty-

off

by Arthur Henry.

noticed in the Ohio Gazetteer of

18 19:

Biographical Sketch,

thus

It is

"This town

promises to become a place of considerable business."
In the Gazetteer of 1841

it is

ings,

one

flouring-

and

saw-mill,

one

thirty-three dwell-

distillery,

two taverns,

and several mechanics' shops. The macadamized turnpike to Cincinnati and the bridge across the
Miami, "with two arches of one hundred and sixty feet
three stores

span each," are noticed.

It

enjoyed a daily mail.

It

had

one hundred and thirteen inhabitants in 1830, one hundred and eighty-seven in 1840, two hundred and twentythree in 1850,

and two hundred and seventy-five

At a celebration of the Fourth of July

in 1880.

here, in

181 7,

General Harrison read the Declaration of Independence

and offered the following
of the

a

slave,

fers

Miami

toast:

the fertile banks

be disgraced by the culture of
or the revenue they afford go to enrich the cof-

of a despot"

ginian.

"May

river never

—which

slavery sentiment for those

EZEKIEL HUGHES.

said to have contained one

hundred and eighty-seven inhabitants,

was quite pronounced

anti-

days and for a native Vir-

Ezekiel

Hughes was

the descendant of an ancient

and

honorable family in the parish of Llanbrynmair, Montgomeryshire, North Wales, Great Britain.
his

The

first

of

Evan ap Owen Each, who died in
Hugh Evan ap Owen, died in 1720, and

ancestors was

His son,

1680.

was succeeded by
to the

his eldest

Welch custom, took

son Edward, who, according
for

his

surname the given

narne of his father, and henceforth the

became the surname of the
was succeeded by

and he by

family.

his eldest son,

his son, William,

name of Hughes
Edward Hughes

Richard, born in 1700,

born in 1725, and he by his

who married Mary Jones, of Pen-y-bout,
same parish. They had three children: William,
Ezekiel, and Martha.
The family, for over two hundred

son, Richard,
in the

* There

^v'as

another town in Hamilton county, bearing the

Elizabeth, laid oiT in 1847 by Daniel Reeder; but
cate

it

in

any of the townships.

we

name

of

are unable to lo-

EZEKIEL HUGHES.

HISTORY OF HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO.
had lived on a large farm called Cum Carnedd
Uchaf, leased from Sir Watkin William Wynne, the great

years,

land

North Wales. The family owned
same parish; but the leasehold was so
for all these years and to this day, they have

proprietor

in

north

of

41'

staunch

Ireland,

Her

Presbyterians.

father

was a soldier of the Revolutionary army, and participated

He

in several battles.

was one of the early

three farms in the

Whitewater township, lived

valuable that,

grave

is

to

settlers

of

an advanced age, and

his

on the farm which he owned near the Cleves
Mr. Hughes leased most of

his valuable lands.

on a rented farm. In accord with the rights of primogeniture, William, the eldest son, became, at the death of
his father, in 1807, owner of the real estate, and continued

bridge.

on the leasehold. Ezekiel Hughes was born August 22,
His father gave him a good education, sending
1767.
him to Shrewsbury, where a good school was found,
At the age
that he might acquire the English language.

and industrious men. They had a family of six sons and'
Ann, the eldest, was born March 6,
four daughters.
1806, married Edward Hunt in 1830, and has two sons
Thomas H., Jacob H., and Mary. Richard was born

of eighteen he was apprenticed to learn watch and clock
His venerable father enmaking at Machynlleth.

in

couraged him to visit the United States with the view of
selecting and purchasing a large tract of land for his

Martha, Margaret, Frances, and Rebecca C.

lived

future
in

home.

company

In April, 1795, with a good outfTt and
with his cousin, Edward Bebb (father of

William

Honorable

Bebb,

governor

late

of

Ohio),

He
by

was a kind and generous landlord, highly esteemed
of his tenants; always ready to help poor,

all

honest,

—

1808, married Elizabeth Elder, died in 1850,

one son, Ezekiel, and
born

in 1810,

and

is

Thomas was born
in

six

now

daughters

residing

He

Mary,

Jane was

on the old homestead.
Jane Bond and lives

in 181 2, married

William was born

Kansas.

Robinson.

leaving

— Elizabeth,

died

in

married Amarilla

in 1814,

— Martha H. Hughes.

one

leaving

Iowa, in 1845,

John was born

in i8i6,

sailed in the ship Maria, of Salem, Massachusetts, reach-

daughter

and tedious voyage
and vicinity
Congress being in session, he imfor nearly a year.
proved his time by acquiring a knowledge of the government and the laws of the country, and preparing for an

studied medicine, and was a successful practitioner in

ing Philadelphia after a tempestuous

He

of thirteen weeks.

remained

in this city

exploring tour beyond the Alleghanies.
1796, he

left

Philadelphia for the west.

this

neighborhood

Mary

for

over thirty

He

years.

married

In the spring of

and died in 1880, leaving two sons, William and Richard, and three daughters, Frances, ElizaMartha was born in 1818, and lives
beth, and Anna.
on the old homestead. Edward was born in 1820, mar-

He

ried Miss

travelled

on

B. Clark,

Mary

Davis,

and has a family of three

sons,

through a Welsh settlement at Ebensburgh,

William, John, and Edward, and three daughters, Alice,

Cambria county, Pennsylvania, he reached Red Stone
Old Fort (Brownsville, Pennsylvania), thence on a flat-

died in 1840, a very estimable and promising young man.

foot, passing

boat to Fort Washington (Cincinnati).

performed

in three

by his trusty and
the

Symmes

This journey was

Mr. Hughes, accompanied

faithful friend,

Edward Bebb, explored

purchase, and bought one hundred acres in

section thirty-four,

unbroken

months.

forest.

Colerain township, then an almost

Here these two adventurers

built

a

Henrietta,

and Mary.

—

children,

and remains

and exploring the regions
beyond the Great Miami river. In 1800 this great and
fertile domain was surveyed, and in 1801 offered, by the
United States, for sale. Mr. Hughes purchased two
sections, Nos. 15 and 16, in Whitewater township, paying
Having sefor it two dollars and five cents per acre.

suffered a severe

this iine

body of

land,

he returned

to

Wales

in

1803, and married Miss Margaret Bebb, and in 1804 re-

turned with his bride to their new

home on

the west

bank of the Miami river. In less than a year his estimable wife died, and her remains were the first interred in
the Berea cemetery, a beautiful spot donated by Mr.
Hughes for a home of the dead. In 1805 he was again
in marriage with Miss Mary Ewing, born in
Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, June 11, 1785.
Her parents, Thomas a. id Ann Ewing, were from the

united

and

—

many

cured

in 1823,

Rebecca was born in 1826, married Rev. B. W. Chidlaw
and has a family of four daughters Martha, who died
in 1876; Mary I., Ann, and Jane Carter, and three sons
At his death, the esJohn, Benjamin, and James H.
tate, as divided by Mr. Hughes, was inherited by his

cabin and cleared a few acres, and spent their time cultivating the virgin soil, hunting,

James was born

to this day,

years, in their possession.
fall

the lapse of so

Mr.

Hughes

while descending the steps of the

church, on

First Presbyterian

after

In 1820,

Main

street,

Cincinnati,

Educated in the Christian
faith and encouraged by the godly example of his pious
parents, he, early in life, embraced the religion of Jesus
Christ, and lived a useful, happy Christian life, leaving
for his large family the inheritance of a good name, and

which lamed him

for

life.

on the second of September, 1849, died the death of
the righteous in a good old age, full of years, and was
His bereaved widow continued
gathered to his fathers.
to reside at the old homestead, surrounded by the comforts of life

and the

death, October

commanded

2,

society of her children,

until

1857, aged seventy-two years.

her

She

her household in the love and fear of God,

and her children

arise

and

call

her blessed.

:

SUPPLEMENTARY MATTER.
The

and other

following biographies, settlement notes

born tenth of March, 1825, was the fourth child,

father,

paragraphs have been received since the chapters of this

and

volume, to which they severally belong, went to press

was married to Sarah Hawkins, of the same place,

ANDERSON TOWNSHIP.

1850, by

whom

he had seven children

and produce commission merchant, Cincinnati, Ohio, is a native of Anderson townHis father, Abraham, settling in the centre preship.
cinct of that town about the year 1812, having moved
from New Jersey to that place, he carried on blacksmith-

morous, he counts his

ing for about twenty years, but finally purchased four or

part of

hundred acres of land, and farmed quite extensively
His
before he died, which was about the year 1867.

an active interest in school

Aaron Hopper,

fruit

five

died

wife

whom

children, five of
ington.

They

1861.

in

are

raised a family of twelve

still

near

living,

Aaron Hopper was born

Mount Wash-

1820; was raised a

in

farmer, receiving such education as the winter schools

of his day afforded.

some

fifteen

He

produce business

began the

years ago on a small scale,

more, however,

for the express

purpose of disposing of the products of his

own farm than

as a general business.

spent on the farm

;

For

work the

this

summer time being

winter seasons were the time, the

but as years advanced experience in

the business was gained, and

now

the store-room

is

kept

open during the twelve months in each year. In 1875,
Mr. Hopper was elected county commissioner, which
As one of the custodians
position he held until 1878.
of the county he manifested considerable interest in
welfare during his stay in

and, notwithstanding the

office,

bribes by the hatful that were offered him,
clear

his

record

when he

its

He

retired.

proud of

is

has

filled

other

positions of trust, having been in officefor fully twenty
years, as

township trustee or

clerk, etc.

Abraham Hopper, salesman
Sixth street, was born in

in a

commission house on

1825; has his residence near

Mount Washington, where he owns
was married
J.

to a

a valuable farm, and

Miss Johnson, of that

vicinity.

R. Silvers, of Anderson township, book-keeper for

this

— the

subject

Moses
ous

S.

known men

in

Anderson township.

many

affairs,

animosities of old Anderson.

the

tiful

to

his hilarious
political

Mrs. Shaw, an estimable
Ignatius

Columbia

and

may be seen on

a beau-

They

and the husband in 1829. It is
related by one of the old folks, that once upon a time
Mrs. Ross was engaged boiling maple syrup, on what is
now the town site of California, when, during momentary
absence, the Indians stole the syrup and broke the kettles.
At another time, when the Indians were threatening an attack, Mrs. Ross buried the family treasures,
gold and silver, in an old kettle.
It was never taken up,
died, the wife in 1827

and is yet to be plowed out by some astonished farmer.
Aaron Hopper lives near Mt. Washingtoil, and owns
the splendid farm known as "Fruit Hill."
He was born
in Anderson township in 1818; was county commissioner
in 1875-76-77; and has served near thirty years in township otifices as trustee and on the board of education.
His father, Abram Hopper, came from New Jersey to
Anderson in 181 2, and with Morris Sharp and James
Mr. Hopper
Stagg bought large tracts of land in 1814.
doing much for the comfort,
is a public-spirited man,
good name and happiness of the neighborhood. He is
also engaged as fruit dealer and produce merchant in

lumbia township, and came to Anderson in 1849.

ing school six years,

house on Sixth
supply house.

Johnson, of

became shipping
and afterwards

street,

He

was married

in

clerk for a fruit
for

the Grange

1877 to Miss

Mount Carmel, Clermont

Emma

county, Ohio, and

His grandfather, John Silvers, came
to Anderson township in an early day from New Jersey.
His wife was Catharine Springer, relation of Jacob
Springer, the wealthy citizen of Wilmington, Delaware.
has two children.

Of

the six children raised, Joseph

E.,

J.

R. Silver's

An-

in the early days.

the Ohio, in eastern California.

graves of these old pioneers
knoll near

and by

keep down the

granddaughter of

toinette Ross, old settlers at

The

and hu-

friends all over the eastern

good nature has done much
is

one of the best

Intelligent

Mr. Shaw has always taken

Hamilton county.

woman,

is

Cincinnati.

2,

of

Shaw, formerly a teacher but now a prosper-

farmer residing in California,

1857; completed his education
in Lebanon, Ohio, and in Bryant and Stratton's comHe was raised a farmer, but after teachmercial college.
was born April

in

sketch being the second child.

the Cincinnati Grange supply house. Third street, Cincinnati,

He

Anderson township.

a well-known citizen of

Dr.

W. W. Highlands, of Newtown, was born

in

Co-

He

The doctor is an intelligent and estimable gentleman who has practiced about
thirty years in Anderson township. He has served many
years in the board of education at Newtown, and is now
was a surgeon in the

superintendent

of

late war.

the

Methodist

Episcopal

Sunday-

school.

W. Boye, of Mount Washington and of the firm of
& Co., wholesale and retail grocers, of Main
and Sixth streets, was born in Hanover, Germany, in the
F.

A. A. Colter

year 1833.

In 1849 his lather, with his family, emigrated

—
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to America,

he run a

and came

directly to Marietta, Ohio,

on farming, but

carried

mill, also

found a situation in a

store,

where

Boye

F. P.

where he obtained

his first

In 1857 he came to Cincinnati and kept the books for B. P. Baker & Co., corner
ideas of carrying on business.

Walnut and Columbia streets, and afterwards for Mill &
Kline, No. 56 Main street, and in 1862 came here, and
in

1863 became a member of the

ried Miss

known

sister of A.

Sallie Colter,

He

grocer.

elegant, substantial

He

township.

1825

homestead of

He and

9,

life

from

in the south,

Jacob opened the
the corner of Sycamore

where they succeeded

streets,

in building

up a

flourishing business, which continued until the death of

Cyrus then retired to

Jacob, in 1840.

farm, near

his

Newtown, where he resided until his death, March 31,
His generosity for all religious and charitable
1879.
purposes

Carvil Hawkins, one of the oldest citizens of the township,

was born

what

in

now

is

Cincinnati, but was then

outside of the corporation, June 24, 1813, and married

Achy Shinn March

May

His mother

26, 1815.

orphan boy,

is still

living at the

Mr. Hawkins began

life

Miami bottoms when

Little

advanced

as a poor

He

was born.

father dying before he

his

worked on the

Mrs. Hawkins was born

24, 1833.

age of eighty-five.

thirteen years

old for eighteen and three-fourths cents per day, and

now one

men

of the solid

dred and

fifty

in

is

Anderson, owning two hun-

acres of good, tillable land,

and more than

His entire

half a dozen dwelling houses.

town situated between Martinsburgh and WinchesMr. Webb owns a well-arranged farm of one hundred and seventeen acres, and according to good authorlittle

ter.

dwelling occupies the highest point in the county.

ity his

cember
17,

II, 1819,

He is the
He is of

84 1.

1

are living.

in 1790, and settled
Yankee descent, was
Anna Bridges in her maiden days, and was the first white
child who crossed over into Anderson township and settled permanently with her parents.
Mrs. Johnson is of
German origin on the line of her father, and from her
mother received English blood. By trade Mr. Johnson
is

a carpenter, but

and

made

life

has been

it

kinds of merchandise, and

all

A great

in farming.

to
all

portion of his

he was engaged in
one of the men who have grown

in the thirteen years

He

coal dealing.

is

from childhood to old age

During the

He

in this county.

men

saw Cin-

for their interest in all philanthropic

for

three years.

the township offices he held are such as justice,

school

director,

and other

which he

estimation-. in

is

which show the

positions,

looked upon by the people.

Richard Ayres was born March
east corner of

17, 18 17, in the south-

Anderson township,

in sub-school-district

and married December 27, 1842, Matilda Archer,
of Clermont county.
He is father of eight children
five sons and three daughters
two dead.
Mr. Ayres
No.

3,

—

during his entire

life

good deal

(the latter

has been engaged in farming, but

He

in real estate.

which he

came from Maine

began with

sev-

heir by his father's death,

fell

in

and ended with

1800),

seven hundred and twelve acres.

Mr. Ayres' father was

Hollander.
His mother
Hamilton county, but was
Her mother came from Mary-

a ship carpenter, the son of a

was

Priscilla

Durham, born

of English extraction.

He

and esteemed

Ohio regiment

Seventieth

in the

schools,

members of the Methodist Episcopal church, are known
and admired throughout the county for their Christian

company

Among

mon

first

of the war he raised a

early years

land.

infancy, the

city,

charity,

engaged in farming
one of those men who ob-

particularly
is

of volunteers, was elected captain, and served with his

and Main and Sycamore streets when but a long
row of stumps, and a rough bluff was at their foot, and
when there were but si.x houses between Deer creek and
Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins are both
the Little Miami river.

the

its

now

He

of

is

tained his knowledge outside of colleges and academies,

locomotive which entered

cinnati in

is

fruit-growing.

enty-live acres to

wealth was

whom

Scotch extraction on his father's

His mother

dealing a

engaged

father of five sons, four of

who came from Pennsylvania

in this county.

spent in the pursuits of industry, buying timbered farms,

the while

in Anderson township, Deand married Rebecca Corbly October

Charles Johnson was born

having the trees burnt into charcoal, and hauling
Cincinnati, trading in

came from Berkeley

Frost,

but has that rare culture which comes from experience.

known.

well

is

maiden name was Hannah

county, Virginia, at the same date, from Bunker Hill, a

side,

i8or, in Anderson

his brother

boat-store in Cincinnati, at

first

and Front

an

in

that place.

May

spent part of his

1830.

till

A. Colter, the well-

Mount Washington

resides in

Cyrus Broadwell was born

In 1863 he mar-

firm.

415

has been an

in

important influence in the com-

and has taken an

active

matters, giving donations liberally.

part

He

in

religious

has also always

interested himself in turnpike building.

Abner Gerard Hahn, born
was married December

By

Hahn

trade Mr.

he continued

for

is

23,

in

Newtown May

9,

181

2,

1838, to Lucinda Barrow.

a blacksmith, in which business

twenty years.

In 1836 he was a trades-

endeavors.

man

Leonard Armstrong Webb was born February 7, 1826,
on the island north of Newtown, and married May 16,

mainly in farming at Newtown.
About 1844-5 he was
one of the trustees of Anderson township, and at several
other times has held two or three minor offices.
His

Penthesilea Frost,

1846,

in

Harrison township, three-

fourths of a mile west of the old Lee's Creek Baptist

church in

have been born
lia.

ally,

Mr.

county.

this

By

this

—Gertrude, Adelaide, and

Webb

is

Martha Vane-

grandparent of one child.

he dwelt altogether in our

iously,

union three daughters

common

Education-

schools.

Relig-

he has been a member of the Regular Baptist

church forty-one years.

mouth county.

New

His father came from MonHis mother, whose

Jersey, in 1793.

in Cincinnati,

but since that time has been employed

been spent in the vicinity of his birthplace,
making him one of the very oldest residents. His descendants will not feel ashamed of their ancestor.
entire life has

John

J.,

the

father of William

Ferris,

came from

Greenwich, Connecticut, in 1812, and settled

wood, where he lived until
ris is

his

death in 1857.

at

Lin-

Mr. Fer-

among the first families, and has often filled public
Hope M. Brown, father of Mrs. Ferris, was a

offices.
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practitioner of medicine at

ceiving a diploma from the

Newtown for forty years, reMiami Medical college. On
prevailed, while

the side of the husband farming has

was born

Ferris,

the subject of this sketch,

Lin wood October

at

Sarah A. Brown

May

have been born, both

whom

by

Mr.

girls.

1832, and married

19,

22, i86r,

two children

Ferris'

life

has been

spent on a farm from early childhood, except two years

He

as a student at Farmers' college.

now employed

is

and improving real estate. He
Linwood, jjrincipally through
ceased to farm in 1868.
his efforts, has been made what it is, he being one of the
in surveying, engineering

who realized profits from the sale of
Abram Bogart was born December 25,

New

twenty miles from

He

played in a locust

of Cincinnati on what was called

grove on the beach

Western Row, now Central avenue.
in a log school-house, with

educated

Bogart was

Mrs.

greased paper window

came from New England and her
mother from Virginia. John Bridges, her grandfather,
was the first white man who built a house in Anderson.
Both have been members of a Christian church for more
He has divided his property among
than forty years.
his children, and now lives retired, but is superintendent

panes.

Her

father

He

of the Clough turnpike.

is

181

4,

1,

and has

—

been married three times first to Elizabeth A. Curry,
whom six children were born, two of whom are living,

tober 31,

1

85

1.

Mrs.

Elizabeth

whose maiden name was Nash, April

29, 1852.

marriage three sons were born,

whom

Third, to Rachel Highlands,
tionally,

he received

of

all

April

the

an old hickory log

Mr. Martin
devoted themselves to the Baptist church.
joined this denomination in 1844, and was elected deain 1846,

which

office

has always served his country

first.

under the old regimental system
a school director for twenty
bellion

was township

In politics he

he yet holds.

He

was paymaster
years; has

for six

been

odd years; during the Reand one of those who

trustee,

forced the payment of the township loan of fifteen thou-

sand dollars

for

war purposes to be paid

at

one taxation.

In the Eastern railway he granted the right of way
through most of his farm, and took shares in the capital
stock.

In 1879 he received a stroke of paralysis, from

which he

is still

a sufferer.

But,

all

in

all,

he

will

leave

behind him an honorable record.
The father of C. C. Johnson was Jeptha Johnson.

His mother's maiden name was Martha

October

10, 1867.

of their daughter, Carrie E.

were born in

1874, was the birthday

16,

county, and

this

All of the family

Johnson.
still

reside

here.

Mr.

Johnson followed the occupation of teacher in the common schools of Anderson township for ten years, and
since 1868 has been engaged in farming.

COLUMBIA TOWNSHIP.
John D. Moore, born in 1836 at Philadelphia, Penn-

Estell,

Came

sylvania.

to Cincinnati in 1838; learned the

business in early

Remained

with E. G. Webster

life

shoe business

in the

until

1865

&

shoe

Company.

— the

preced-

ing ten years being on Central avenue near Sixth street.

Retired to a suburban
to

an inactive

Madeira.

life at

Not being suited

he drifted into the real estate and build-

life

ing interest, being instrumental in subdividing and build-

and en-

ing the principal part of the town of Madeira,

gaged in improving

At present and

for a

Methodist

the

Married

terms.

now Madeira,

vacant property in Cincinnati.

his

number

of the
to

of years superintendent of

Sunday-school

Episcopal

member

Elected

at

Madeira.

board of education

for three

Miss Rachel Mann, of Indian

Hill,

daughter of Joseph B. and Cath-

in 1858,

Mann. Both of their parents, John Mann and
and Jacob Hetzler and wife, settled here in the last

arine
wife

century.

Major

B.

J.

on the same

Mann was
tract

born

in 1804,

of land his

and died

parents

in

settled

i860
upon.

—

her na-

member

of the Methodist Episcopal church at

Indian Hill; and

is

holding positions of trust

in the

com-

munity.

Educa-

1866.

5,

his instruction in

They were married October

17, 1843.

Their son, Ogden E. Johnson, was born De-

zen; a

this

school house; religiously, his family from the beginning

con

cember

1837; his wife, Joanna

By

still live,

Mrs. Martin died June 20, 1865.

eldest being married.

1865.

8,

Hulick,

Mrs. E. A. Martin died Oc-

Second, to

Johnson, April

5,

Christopher C.

county.

this

Catharine Hetzler, his wife, was born in 1801, near by,
and died on the same tract of land in 1875 "°^ ^^^
Major J. B. Mann was a sucresidence of J. D. Moore.
cessful farmer and business man; a public spirited citi-

by

one son and one daughter.

F.

respected by everybody.

Gano Martin was born February

in

Johnson was born December

New

York, in Bergen county,

street.

in Virginia.

Abraham Hopper, was a native of New
Her mother's maiden name was Sarah Conklin,

'

18 12, in

and came to Anderson township in 1814. There he has
He married Patsy Bridges Sepremained ever since.
tember 22, 1836, and is father of eight children, all of
whom are living, and all married. He has been a farmHe saw Cincinnati when forest trees
er from boyhood.
stood on Fourth and Fifth streets, and saw the high
water of 1832 on Pearl

His father was born

Jersey.

wife's father,

Jersey.

lots.

first

Jersey,

His

a native of Ohio, born

Mrs. Ferris' people have followed medicine.

William Meldrum

New

tive State,

Charles

S.

Muchmore, an

enterprising

and

well-to-do

farmer near Madisonville, was born in Hamilton county

His grandfather removed from New Jersey to
1 83 1.
Madisonville about the year 1800.
His father, David

in

Muchmore, about the year 1820, married Miss Sarah
Stites,

min

niece of Judge

Stites.

in 1776.

being the

Symmes and daughter

David was born

in 1777; his wife

of Benja-

was born

They reared a family of six children, Charles
only son now living. He was reared on the farm,

which business he has been careful and very success-

in
ful,

and

ed by

is,

in matters of

an agricultural character, regard-

Alvira Leonard January

known and prominent
Muchmore has been
tion

He

his fellows as authority.
14,

citizen of

a

was married

to

Miss

1855, daughter of a well-

member

Hamilton county.

Mr.

of the board of educa-

of the Madisonville schools for the past fourteen

years.

Joseph Coppin, of Pleasant Ridge, now in the ninetyyear of his age, rame to America by himself when a

first

—

WILLIAM DAVIS MUNDELL.
William Davis Mundeil, of the firm of Short & Mundell. wholesale and retail
grocers and produce dealers, 102 East Pearl street, was born near Mt. Washington, Anderson township, September 17, 1825. Jonathan Mundell, his grandfather,
was one of the original settlers of the county; he came from Virginia to Ohio
before the day log school-houses were erected, it being necessary then for the
young philomatheans to assemble in squads at some convenient place and by
mutual consent teach one another. Mr. Mundell was a gunsmith, a man of
some genius, and one who could render service to his fellows in the early pioneer
days.
He settled with his family, consisting of himself, wife and five children,
near Mt. Washington about the year 1795. Some pear trees planted by him
soon after his arrival are still standing. He died about the year 1830. James
Mundell, his son, and father of William Davis Mundell, was about two years of
age when his father moved on this farm; he was reared a farmer, possessed no
educational advantages, his time being taken up in tilling the land and warding
In 1812 he served in
off the hostile Indians, who were sometimes troublesome.
the war, and received an honorable discharge fiom the ser\ice when it ended
In 1815 he was married to Miss Marj McM-ihon daughter of Francis and Mary
McMahon, pioneer set
tiers of Columbi I town
The old log house,
ship.
her birthplace, which wis
then occupied by her par
ents,

is

wait three weeks organizing a force of forty wagons of six horses each. At
Fort Kearney the company disbanded, seven teams proceeding along the northern

in

Pacific route via of Fort Laramie to the Humboldt river, from which place the
original six from Mt. Washington, after throwing away their wagon, and finally
Mundell and his broth
alone, proceeded, crossing the desert on packhorses, a distanct; of forty miles, going over in the nigh
nd reaching Carson river In the morning— Sunday— where they rested and also laid in a supply
provisions,
of
paying for six pounds of flour the snug sum of n
dollars.
At
Sacramento City they sold their stock and footed it up into the
gion on a mining expedition, but got sick and soon returned
Suder's Fort,
of:
of
nths' di
the doctor
advised a trip on the sea as necessary to a speedy return to he.
1.
They accordingly set themselves adrift in a sail vessel on the Pacific oce,
where it was
becalmed for three weeks, and being disgusted with such slow progression the
brothers, upon putting in at Acapulco, went aboard a steamer, reaching Panama
in December, 1850, after being on the water twenty-seven days.
They crossed
the isthmus to Shager's river on mules, paying forty dollars for their tranI

•

:

f

J

sit.
At this point they
took canoes to the mouth
of the river, where, in
company with about sixty
others, they set sail in the
schooner Thorne for New
Orleans.
The Mundell
brothers had already experienced sore disappoint-

standmg

still

weatherboarded
a relic and tenement of
the early days of Colum
bia.
Mrs. Myndell was
the mother ol eleven chil
dren, eight boys ind three
girls, ten

to

whom

of

ments

trip west,

when fairly out at
sea encountered one of
those
tremendous
and
tempestuous storms, and
for three days and nights
was driven like a feather
in a gale, and turned up
finally on a coral island
vessel

li\ed

man and womanhood

Mary,

in their

but the trying ordeal was
yet to come. The little

Cathi

drew,
Hugh Will:
Davis, Jacksoi
John
R., Martha A.
and Oscar C.
large a family, the duties
incumbent upon her were
truly irksome, but she
was blessed with moie
than ordinary will -md
courage, and ha\ing that

captain had lost his reckoning and the vessel had
been driven far out of its
course and among the

large hope

many dangerous

of the pioneer parents,
did not become, wuh all
her hardships, disheart
ened with her lot
The
religion of Christ was her
support in ever) tr\incc
hour, and her childit
once a charge and

with which these
waters are filled. At first,
upon the stranding of the
vessel, the captain supposed the bark would go
to pieces in half an hour
and ordered the mate to

iW

in the

li\ed

t

Adjacent
on the

to

the

coral

scuttle the
fresh water
baths, but he disobeyed
orders, and this probably
saved the lives of the crew
as the ship was resting
with one side on the reef
in about four feet of water,
the depth ofv

i

her comfort, and to ch
her declining years
dying hour.

The

reefs

tic

sponsibility,

Carribean sea.

!

t

father's cabin

—

Baptist church prol
the first church in s

with her paren

othe
nde
uld
ascertained.
now cast for occupancy in
the long-boat, there being
but the one and that only
large enough to hold si.v
or eight persons, and these

religious servic

were

place of worship;
little child, she

wont

to

was t
and necessity to goarmed,
and her fatherahvays took
with him his faithful rifle
and stood sentinel at the
days

door
with

it

or house
others, to

little

be taken to a
barren egg-shaped

to

island full fifteen miles
off before it could be returned for another load.

The Mundell
were by

guard

against the approach of
hostile Indians, while the
minister, old
and children would hold
worship in the
How many of us,
our day, would go to
church if attended with
the dangers that our pioneer fathers had to encounter?

to wait

forth a precarious condition, and in an act of desperation they tore offloose
boards from the side of the

with which they
constructed a scow, hastily built but large enough
vessel

^

Mrs. Mundell was born in Columbia township, Hamilton county, Ohio, April
25t.i7?7; was married in 1813; joined the Methodist Episcopal church at Salem,
Ohio, in 1840; and died at the residence of her son, Hugh Mundell, Clermont
county, Ohio, January 27, 1874, aged seventy-seven years. James Mundell
died about the year 1853. William Davis Mundell was reared on the farm near
Mt. Washington. He attended school in a log house in the Salem neighborhood
a few weeks or months each winter, and frequendy religious worship at the same
place on Sundays the same house being used for both purposes.
In the year
1843 he apprenticed himself to a Mr. Joseph Hime to learn the blacksmith trade,
and was to receive about thirty dollars a year for three years for his services.
The full time was served, with the exception of the last three months, which he
bought off from his employer that the might attend school, feeling the need of
a better education. The instruction received during these three months proved
to be of incalculable benefit to him in after years.
He afterwards opened up a
shop in Mt. Washington, being the first blacksmith of that place. In 1850 Mr.
Mundell and his brother Hugh organized a company, of six persons in all, from
Mt. Washington, to cross the plains for California. The wagon for the trip was
made by Mr. Mundell and Davis Whippy (one of the company), and was so constructed that it could be used as a boat when crossing rivers. They left Cincinnati for St. Joseph, Missouri, March 25, 1850, by steamer, and at that place lay

—

brothers

lots cast destined
the last ones.

till

Everything shadowed

to accommodate about fifteen, and in
this frail

structure they reached the

The crew were all saved; provisions and water at the rate of one-quarter
rations were divided among them. The captain upon taking his reckoning found
that they were about one hundred miles from Old Town(?) (Balize), Honduras,
and that it would take at least eight days to go for rescue and return. But the
island.

time from the stranding of the vessel (2 o'clock in the morning) until their rescue
was about fifteen days, but deliverance carried them to Balize, from which place
they sailed in a few days for New Orleans. Their stay on the barren island was
attended with other dangers than those of abandonment and desolation. They
were on one-fourth rations and water, and in a feverish and, to them, overheated, torrid clime, but fortune favored them with one or two showers, and the
tents being up the rain-drops were collected and carefully saved.
The island furnished the iguana, a species of lizard, and the couch which were of great use to
them for food. At New Orleans Mr. Mundell and his brother took a steamer
for Cincinnati, but, to make the circuit of accidents complete, we are in truth
bound to say that the vessel was snagged in the river. But despite ill fortune
they reached home about March i, 1851, and Mr. Mundell again resumed work
at his trade. In 1852 he married Miss Pattie C. Corbley, and has since lived in Mt.
Washington. During the war he served as a recruiting officer for some time, and
during the Kirby Smith raid was made captain by the unanimous voice of the company, but was immediately afterwards put in charge of the regiment as colonel.
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He walked in the funeral procession of
mere lad.
George Washington in 1799, and afterwards in that of
Has passed through all the prescampaigns from Washington to that of Garfield.

Alexander Hamilton.
idential

Came

an early day; was one of the

to Cincinnati at

members of the Pioneer association and possessmore than ordinary powers of mind. Has passed
through many and varied experiences of life since that
original

ing

time, having always taken an active part in matters of

public concern, and has always been considered a very

He

prominent man.

a great-grandfather and

lives to-day

more than mere ordinary

possesses

mind

of

faculties

and lunch-

Lewis, proprietor of bakery

Charley B.

room, 193 West Sixth street, came from Portsmouth,
His father,
Ohio, to Cincinnati in the year 1861.

Thomas

given his attention to the

now

Lewis,

C.

owned

living,

the rolling mills

of which he

florist business,,

is

making a good success. He has two hot-houses in good
order, one sixty by thirteen feet in size, and the other
eleven by forty

grower

Mr. Barkly's father was a large

feet.

in the old

country; he was also a soldier under

Napoleon, and participated in the battle of Waterloo.

He

died in Polk county, Tennessee, at ninety-six years

of age.
Christian Henning,

German

near the

florist,

was born

tant cemetery,

Protes-

Hanover, Germany, March

in

3,

1834, where he learned the art of landscaping, gardening

and

working

florist,

He

Rhine.

and body.

417

on the

at different private places

then came to the United States, and landed

In December, i860, he came to Cincinand accepted a position with one of the leading
florists of Cincinnati, where he remained for some fifteen months.
He afterward was gardener for some of
in Baltimore.

nati

Then he

ac-

of that place, the only ones then west of Pittsburgh, in

the leading private families of the

which

cepted a position with the German Protestant cemetery,

The

mills Charley learned the

where he remained

of

he superintended the laying out of the grounds and the

Mr. Lewis was for three years after coming to

erection of the buildings; after which he began his pres-

is

now owned by

his brother-inJaw,

probably one of the wealthiest

is

Cincinnati a driver of a bakery wagon, for which he

From

ceived one dollar a day.
to a clerkship,

and

re-

he was promoted

this

1866 bought out the entire busi-

in

owned

since which time he has

ness,

himself.

it

He

Mr. Henning has just begun in the busi-

ent business.
ness, but

is

for thirteen years,

meeting with good success, ranking as a

number one florist.
John D. Seefried,

now engaged

MILL CREEK.

March

in business,

son of John and Margaret Seefried,

subject graduated from the

trade as a florist in

Francis college in June,

St.

1863, and was ordained in 1870.
St.

His

charge was

first

George, of Corryville; thence to

Stephen,

St.

of

county and located on

ilton

Our

subject

there he

came

to his present

his purchase.

filling

very faithfully

seventeen by

From

He

since.

John Henry Dahman, superintendent of the German
Protestant cemetery, was born in Hanover, Germany,

May

landed

in

cinnati.

He came

1836.

27,

to

United States and

the

New Orleans in 1853,
He was a soldier in the

coming

direct to Cin-

late civil war, enlisted

is

C.

cinnati,

out.

He did good service, and
He then returned to Cin-

where he has remained

since.

In

February,

1879, he was appointed superintendent of the cemetery,

which position he

in

the good-will of

provements

all.

is

giving entire satisfaction, gaining

He

has

in the cemetery,

made

and

good many imto-day one of the
a

it is

Anton

Barkly,

florist,

near the

German

Protestant

cemetery, was born in the grand duchy of Baden, Janu-

is

fifty,

meeting with

florist,

near the

Learning the

1839.

he followed

this

florist's

business in

art

1865; thence to

New

eight

months;

came

to Cincinnati.

gardener and

Jersey, where he

thence to Louisville;

two of the

late years

he has

He

then

in August,

as a private

Cincinnati, where in the later years he was as manager.

He

then began his present

three buildings,

and

it is

trand

is

head of

business,

sition,

some

now occupying

perhaps one of the best and

in the florist business.

a practically educated

florist,

Mr. Ber-

standing at the

He was appointed as one of the
department of the Cincinnati expo-

his profession.

florist

Of

Protestant

finest private places in

of age, he began to learn the

gardening business here dates.

success

remained some
and in 1866 he

Here he was engaged

florist in

In 1863 he returned to
his

size
fifty.

Brunswick, and

some of the leading gardens.
America, landing in New York city
in

in 1850.

Cincinnati, from which time

his

in his native country,

Leipsic,

Reinhold Schaefer, florist,
yards, was born in Germany

to

fair

German

judges of the

He came

at

and eleven by

America and landed in New
Orleans in 1846, then went to Polk county, Tennessee;
in 1847 came to Cincinnati; and in 1849 went to Nashville, Tennessee, and engaged in the gardening business.

ary 15, 1823.

worked

the leading private places

fourteen by

most complete houses

handsomest and neatest cemeteries.

Ham-

to

an early day.

Mr. Seefried has three hot-houses,
fifty,

Henry Bertrand,

sailed for

company

He

at

cemetery, was born in Brunswick, Germany, August 19,

served for four years and nine days, being mustered out

was honorably mustered

florist.

some of

an active worker, and

Hanover,

as sergeant of

farm

is

the

in his enterprise.

C, where he

company

the Second Missouri cavalry,

in

a practical

is

who came

this

is

around Cincinnati. In 1877 he purchased his present
business, which had been operated for some years before

appointment, which he has been

Hamilton, Ohio.

Protestant

and

11, 1857,

Rev. Jerome Kilgersteen, in charge of St. Aloysius
Orphan asylum, was born in Cincinnati February 22,
Our
1847, his parents being early settlers of this city.

to

German

near the

florist,

cemetery, was born on the old homestead where he

owns the building No. 206.

also

during which time

George

who

the State.

city.

men

property

Baylis,

business of machinist.

florist

where he gave entire

satisfaction.
at

the rear of the stock

At

fifteen years

business.

He

spent

four years in the city of Perlin, being foreman of

—
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He made

private gardens.

a study of landscape garden-

In 1872 he came to the United States, and worked

ing.

New Haven,

Brooklyn,

at his trade in

where he worked

to Cincinnati,

one of the leading

Cleveland, thence

H. Harline,

six years for

In

three years as foreman.

florists,

1879 he commenced his present place, which, for a new
the most attractive, having two hotis one of

place,

houses

by

thirty-five

twelve by thirty-two

fifty-four

good improvements on

one

and

feet,

Mr. Schaefer has

feet.

new

his

and

place,

house

made
is

very

doing a

William Schilling, gardener, was born in Hanover, Ger-

many, September

United

to the

Baltimore in 1858, coming thence

in

direct to Cincinnati;

He came

1831.

15,

and landed

commencing

work

to

garde-

at the

which business he has continued

ner's business in 1858,

moving to his present place in 1868, consistand one-fourth acres of fine, improved
which property he accumulated by hard work and

ever since,

now

ing

land,

of four

good manageinent

in the

has been married twice

garden business.

—the

Mr. Schilling

time in i860, to Miss

first

From

Sophie Voss, a native of Germany.

union

this

five

children were born.

He

afterward married his present wife, Sophia Righfeld.

She

is

Mrs. Schilling died about 1877.

a native of Germany.

this office with

acknowledged

He came

located in Washington county, Maryland, where he re-

mained until 1839, when he moved to Cincinnati. Here
he was engaged for several months as stage driver to

He

worked

gardening business for some

cated on the present place for the

Mr.

Morris

married, in

She came

England.

Thomas Cope,
was born

He came
phia in

gardener, residence near

in Staffordshire,

to the

who was born
Hamilton county, Ohio, August 3, 1859. Mr. Hockstedt owns nearly seventeen acres of fine land situated

marriage they have one child, William H.,
in

near Cumminsville.

Frederick Parker was born in England in 1818.

In

1839 he came from England to America, and made his
first

home

Ohio.

in

Mill Creek township, Hamilton county,

Margaret Langland, his

wife,

was born

—

in

1820.

—

They have had six children four are now alive David
F., Mary F., William, and Alexander L.
David is the
only one married.
The names of children not living are
Sarah and John.
Mr. Parker has been for some time
employed

in the

lumber

Herman Henry
December

trade.

when he came

is

He

He came

United States and
coming direct to Cincinnati,' arriving here December 25, 1847.
Coming
here he commenced to work on a farm as a laborer.
In
about 1849 he embarked in the garden business, which he
landed

in

Baltimore

in

has continued ever since.
place in 1861, which

is

to the

1847,

He moved

Cincinnati Miss

to

his

present

a very fine garden farm of twelve

acres, located near Cumminsville.
in

Mary

She

civil

artillery.

1832,

Hamilton county, which

moved

commenced

garden-

to his present place of six acres.

one of the oldest gardeners around Cincin-

married in Cincinnati,

She came

in

1834,

He was

Miss Jane

Cincinnati in 1831.

to

the only one living of the family.

is

Philadel-

in

ever since, with the exception of four

of England.

Lister,

place,

Pennsylvania until

In 1840 Mr. Cope

In 1866 he

Mr. Cope

in

Cincinnati,

to

home

years in Iowa.

Winton

By

a brave soldier.

mar-

this

had one son
the Second United

living;

in the

States

In 1862 he was killed

Hanover Court House, Virginia.
Lawrence Kessel, gardener, residence near Winton
Place, was born in Germany and is the son of J. Kessel,
who was born in Byron, Germany, in 1820, where he
married Miss Susan Deal.
They, with three children,

at the battle of

came to the United States and landed in New
York city; thence direct to Cincinnati. Here he commenced to work as a private gardener, working in Clifton
and suburbs, then in business for himself on a piece of
in 1854,

land where

thence

the

moved

dening.

good

is

located

— Spring

where our subject

Here he continued gardening up

which occurred

honored

toll-gate

to the place

in

He

about 1878.

and honest
Mr. Lawrence Kessel

for his liberal

estate,

now

gar-

to his death,

was respected and

dealings.
is

Grove

is

Leaving a

working on the old

homestead.

Henry Beckmann, a gardener, was born in Prussia, FebHe came to the United States and
21, 1826.
landed in New Orleans in 1855.
From there he came
to Cincinnati, and has been a resident of Hamilton
ruary

Fricke, gardener, was born in Prussia,

15, 1824.

of
this

about 1803 or 1804.

in

United States and landed

remained

1829;

has been his

England,

war; he enlisted in

ments were made principally by Mr. Hockstedt. He
was married in Delhi township April 30, 1852, to Miss
Louisa Kolthoff, who was born in Prussia, Germany, in
1831, coming to Hamilton county in 1852.
By this

By

1831.

marriage they have nine children.

late

ued ever since. In 1865 he moved to his present place,
which is a fine, improved gardening farm, which improve-

Jane Watson,

Cincinnati in

to

have eight children

until

twenty-seven years.

last

Miss

1847,

riage they

where he remained

the

in

In 1847 he en-

tered the gardening business for himself; has been loca-

about 1856, when
he commenced gardening, which business he has contin-

ilton county,

to the

John Kilgore

for

six years.

nati.

1832.

filling

member

a

is

German Protestant church.
Edward Morris, gardener near Winton place, was
born in Realm of St. David, North Wales, July
In 1832 he came to the United States and
1819.
4,

United States and landed
in New Orleans in 1849, thence went direct to Cincinnati.
He then went on a farm in Delhi township, Ham3,

He

ability.

Mr. Fricke

two years,

for

of the

ing.

William Hockstedt, gardener, was born in Prussia, Sep-

tember

marriage they have nine children.

this

Lebanon, Ohio.

veiy profitable business.

States

By

was trustee of Mill Creek township

Liella,

Mr. Fricke married
of Cincinmti, Ohio.

county ever

since.

Coming here

very ppor, he went to

work as a hired man. After working by the day for
about two years, he purchased a piece of land and began
gardening for himself, and to-day owns a fine improved
property of over nine acres of land situated near

Cum-

minsville which he has accumulated by hard work at the

gardening business.

Mr. Beckmann was married

cinnnti in 1856, to Miss Louisa

^^''eded.

in

Cin-

She was born

;
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in

By

Germany.

union

this

tliey

have

six children, four

Varnan, gardener, was born

F.

He came to the

1833.

York

Germany, March

in

United States and landed

From there he came
commencing to work at the
1848.

city in

Cincinnati,

business which he has continued ever since.

in

i,

Thomas H.

Kaiser, a dairyman

and

directly to

succcessful

gardener's

mentioned.

He came

in

fair-dealing

The

and landed

the best improved gardening farms in Mill Creek town-

directly to Cincinnati.

and a half acres of

ship, consisting of five

Varnan was married
hof.
She was born

He

in Cincinnati, to

Germany, having come

in

By

Mr.

land.

Miss Caroline Coldto Cin-

union they have ten children.

this

has been a resident of the present place near

Cum-

with twenty cows and

came here

He

very poor.

was engaged

as a laborer; he

in

went to work by the day
cutting and selling wood

Coming here

some

six

in

the United

thence

1850,

meagre circum-

in

in

Bernard,

St.

Commencing

1866.

head of stock,

his business

now he owns

head of cows and twelve head of
in first class order.

way,

may be

gentleman was born

Orleans

has gradually improved until

Lucas Niehaus, retired dairyman, is one of the old
and respected citizens of the township. He was born in
Hanover, Germany, October 31, 1800; was married in
Germany, to Anna Pheodock. In 1838, with wife and

Mr. Niehaus, walking the greater portion of the

New

in

most

of the

He came to

in 1831.

he entered the dairy business

located near

days.

and one

in the business,

stances he worked at different kinds of business until

minsville since 1859.

one child, he sailed for America, landed in Baltimore,
and then set out in a wagon for Cincinnati, arriving here
in June, 1837, after being on the road some seventeen

men

above-named

Hanover, Germany,

States

1.

was married in CinGermany, by whom he

has four children.

New-

here in meagre circumstances, and to-day owns one of

cinnati in 185

He

farms in Mill Creek township.
cinnati, to Catharine Sanders, of

and two boys.

girls

419

ninety-five

His dairy

stock.

John Philipp Rhein, proprietor of the Island house near
German Protestant cemetery, was born in Germany
April 15, 1828.
He came to America and landed in

the

New

Orleans in 1851, thence

Coming

year.

as a hostler, then as
to Mt.

to Cincinnati

an omnibus driver from Cincinnati

Auburn, which he continued some four

began vegetable gardening near

he

same

the

here in meagre circumstances, he worked

Here he gardened

for

some seven

when

years,

present home.

his

years,

when he and

Jacob started in the omnibus business and
purchased four omnibuses and horses for the same, to
his brother

number of years, and then entered the dairy business
His business gradually
in a small way with one cow.
improved until he at one time had some ninety cows; he

run

was doing

This business increased until they had seven omnibuses

for a

the dairy

exceedingly well, and,
vocation

for

he

thirty years,

meeting with

home

resident of his present
first

for the

who

time, to

Miss Mary Lambers, of Germany, who came here

They have

1840.

five children,

He,

life.

in later

two by the

first wife,

in

and

Mr. Niehaus has led a very

three by the present wife.
active

is

thirteen years.

last

and he was married a second

wife died,

re-

Niehaus has been a

Mr.

fine success.

in

has

the business being carried on by his son,

tired,

His

some

after continuing

John Schrenk, a dairyman, was born

Germany

in

September, 1829, where he remained until 1853, when
he came to the United States and landed in New York

While

Creek township and

and hard work he to-day owns a very neat dairy

with

fifty-four

cows, doing a very profitable business.

whom

he

was born

in

•He married Mary Klaiber, of Germany, by
has two children.
in 1824.

Hill,

He came

to the

United

New Orleans in 1848, coming
Here he commenced to work in a
In
foundry, where he continued for some eight years.
and landed

in

to

Hamilton county

years ago until

in

his

eighty- four

cows

Mr. Mackey

present dairy farm

now he has one

in

connection

commenced
some

the

thirteen

of the best improved

He

1855.

years engaged in the dairy business

been engaged

in stock-raising,

He

Kramer.

in.

of

was

Hill,

Mr.'

;

was

for

some

ten'

since then he has

which he has been very

Mercer county, Ohio
Miss Agnes
Broermann has been a resident of his
was married

present homestead for the

in

five

last

years), to

fourteen years.

H. H. Macke, hotel keeper, near Bond hill, was born in
Aldenbush, Germany, April 19, 18 19. In 1844 he sailed
America, and landed in Baltimore, thence to Cincinhere in 1844, about June 13th. Mr. Macke,

nati, arriving

by

his

hard work and good management, saved sufficient

money and went
on

house.

improvements on

was

daughter

H. Broermann, a stock-raiser near Bond

1858 he began the dairy business, starting with thirty-two
cows; his business has increased through his manage-

now he owns

a

he then moved to the farm, where he died respected and

ried

until

He

vocation.

Bessemer,

J.

in

1872 Mr. Rhein

honored, one of the oldest pioneers.

directly to Cincinnati.

with the dairy business.

in

suburbs.

John Seefried, who was born in Germany, and came
to America and landed in Philadelphia, thence to Cincinnati, where he worked at his trade as a locksmith

for

Macke, a dairyman near Bond

Oldenburgh, Germany,

ment

Mrs.

(where he resided for some

to Mill

entered the dairy business for himself, and with his enter-

States

married to

was

moved

prise

B. H.

retired

successful

In 1868 he

neries.

Doing a good business
and entered his present

country he was working in the tan-

in this

Auburn and

Mt.

Cincinnati,

born in Germany, came to the United States and thence

being unable to attend to business.

city.

between

the line.

from pains,

years, has suffered

is

very complete and kept

is

into the grocery business,

in Cincinnati for

some

ten years.

short time a resident of Plainville

He

four years.

also carried

which he

He

was

carfor a

and the Four Mile

on the dairy business

for

some

In 1861 he moved to his present homestead,

where he has put up some very valuable buildings and
He is engaged in the hotel and saloon
improvements.
business,

respected

and

is

one of the best-known and most highly

German

citizens of this vicinity.

Mr. Macke
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He

married Mary Niehaus, who has since died.

He had

second wife Anna Gotting.

for his

married

seven children,

and three by the second.
John H. Funk was born in Prussia, September 25,1828;
came to the United States and landed in New Orleans in
four by his

wife,

first

1852, thence direct to Cincinnati, arriving here June

He

1852.

carried on the saloon

8,

business for several

and then engaged in the sale of glassware and
queensware, at which he continued up to 1875, when he
years,

moved

where he has remained

to his present place,

Mr. Funk was married

tive business since.

Kentucky,

She was born

Miss Louisa Kramig.

to

Germany, coming

in

United States when she was

to the

By

about two years of age.

in ac-

marriage they have one

this

child living.

Mrs.

May

Ohio,

and

28, 1842,

Nancy (White) Culbertson was born

May

in the north-

10, 1810,

and

is

and

college in 1862,

present congregation, where he has remained since.

his

Rev.

and

ber, 1839,

in

He

married Catharine Tucker.

Culbertson's parents are dead.

Mount

Both of Mrs.
She was married to Wil-

He

to Mobile,

went

hard labor, he built up and

tion, with

now in a flourishing condition.
Thomas A. Stephan.head animal-keeper

It is

Dayton, Ohio,

home, where she

living.

now

Her grandfather was

a

Charles Gries, residence Lick Run, Mill Creek town-

was born in Baden, Germany, December

United States and landed

to the

in

182

i,

1.

New York

thence direct to Cincinnati, arriving here in

city in 1852,

same

of the

year.

He commenced

to

work

with his brother, Michael, in the butcher business, where

he remained

for

some

fifteen

months, when he engaged

the same business for himself, and continued in

it

in

for

about ten years, when he entered his present business,
grape-growing ind wine-manufacturing.
He now owns
seven and a

now

the

in

cultivation

1828.

stopped

came to
German

manager of the Union Eagle wine
wife

first

summer
was Theresa Eline, who is
a very neat

is

married his present wife, Louisa Wyreck,
She was born in Germany, and came here

Mr. Gries

Herman

of

in the vicin-

He

Lick Run.

Walnut

is

the vineyard, and

iti

Mr. Gries'

dead.

in 1853.

I,

acres of land

His son, John,

hall, situated

in

lialf

— one of the best improved vineyards

is

a

member

of the Catholic church.

Grover, farmer, residence Mill

Hills,

Creek, near

was born in Hanover, Germany, November

He came to the United States in 1845. He
in New York and Buffalo a short time, and then
Hamilton county. He is now one of the oldest
pioneers in this vicinity, and

Catholic church.

He

is

a

member

of the

Henry and Ann
Grover.
They were married in Germany, and with four
children came to America.
Henry Grover worked on a
farm, and died in 1849, with the cholera.
Mrs. Ann
Grover was born

in

1800.

owns seventeen acres of
Rev. Alfred

F.

is

the son of

The

subject of this sketch

fine land.

Blake,

pastor of

Episcopal

May

settlers

of that

to Lafayette,

1846, his parents being

22,

Our

city.

machinist, which

He

of the Zoologi-

Avondale, adjoining Cincinnati, was born

moved

when

subject,

He

Indiana.

he followed

business

quite young,

for a short time.

business

made

taking care of animals, which business he has

and to-day

study,

is,

travelled with a

Cooper, Great Eastern,

trainers in America.

number of leading

— De

circuses

and

Heming &
Great Hippodrome, Dan Rice,

of this country

menageries

a

perhaps, one of the finest as well as

one of the best animal-keepers and

He has

in

early

learned a trade as a

twenty years of age began his present

at

Haven's,

etc., visiting in his travels thirty-four

States of the

Union

In 1875 Mr. Stephan was appointed to his present place, since which time he has bebecomeso familiar with all the animals under his charge

and throughout Canada.

he can enter the dens of the most ferocious beasts.
William Borman, tin-shop, Avondale, was born in
Prussia, June 4, 1827, came to the United States and

that

landed

New York

in

1846; remaining there

city in

for

a time working at his trade as a tinner, then went to Buffalo,

to

and

work

in

Here he began
1847 came to Cincinnati.
In 1849 Mr. Borman established

at his trade.

himself in the tinner business in Cincinnati.

credit

—

six years as justice of the

the school board

some fourteen

ried Miss Matilda
J.

public trust

several offices of

filled

B.

Retsch

;

many, March
Cincinnati.

14,

with

peace and a

years.

member

of

Mr. Borman mar-

in

living.

Hanover, Ger-

1853,

and

poor.
interest

in

1854 came to

In 1862 came
in

He

is

to

the dairy busi-

which he continued very successfully
retired.

has

1826; came to the United States, and

New Orleans in
He came here

Avondale and purchased an

when he

He

honor and

he has nine children

Cook, Avondale, was born

landed in

ness,

Grace

good condi-

left in

Ireland and other parts of Europe.

In 1876 he returned to Cincinnati, and in March, 1878, he
was appointed to his present charge, since which he has
done very noble work, bringing the church out of debt.

1877, returned to near the old

is

Alabama, where he took

Mary's church; which church and congrega-

St.

thirty-two years, and, in

captain under General Washington.

In 1866 he was ordained as

Mary's college.

St.

minister.

cal garden,

resort.

DecemMary (Casey)

In i860 our subject came to America and

O'Meara.

liam Culbertson and went to Kentucky, where she lived

ity.

Catholic church,

the city of Cork, Ireland,

the son of David and

is

tion, afterwards visiting

grapes

the

O'Meara, pastor of

D.

Avondale, was born

Hamilton county when he was a boy, with his parents.
Then there were plenty of Indians, and he had his toe
shot off by them while making a trip to Fort Washington
for soldiers to come and help the settlers, who were in

December

when he

soon afterwards came to Avondale and took charge of

charge of

He came

from a theological

after graduating

seminary, he, in 1867, was ordained as minister,

daughter of Providence White, who was born in
Pennsylvania, or Virginia, March 9, 1784.
He came to

the

ship,

and

;

located in Cincinnati; here, in 1864, he graduated from

west corner of Hamilton county,

danger.

county,

the son of Rev. Alfred

is

Anna Jane Leonard, his father, was an Episcopal minister; he came to Ohio and located in Knox county, as
early as 1828.
Our subject, after receiving a thorough
collegiate education, having graduated from Kenyon

Newport,

in

Knox

church, Avondale, was born in Gambler,

until

1876,

now^ in the saloon business,

and

a

JACOB CLARK.
Jacob Clark was born

New

Hampshire. June 25, 1819.
His great-great-grandfather, Robert Clark, came from England at the
close of the Seventeenth century and settled at Stratham.the same State;
Mayhevv, Benjamin.
was the fathei of five sons and two daughters
John. Satchell and Jacob, the latter, who was born April 15, 1751,
is his grandfather.
Jacob Clark, sr.. had three sons and two daughters:
John, Mayhew and Johnson benig the sons; the former being the
father of Jacob Clark, jr.
His great-grandfather, on his mother's side, came from England at a
Thomas
very early day, and settled at Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
at Wakefield,

:

Cotton, his grandfather,
and father of five
his
Betsey,
children.
daughter, beoldest
ing the mother of Jacob
Clark, jr., but who

was professionally a Free- Will Baptist preach-

er,

steamer; thence to Portsmouth by canal, and to Cincinnati by steamer.
He remained for three days in the city, and then crossed over in Kentucky, engaged to work for Colonel James Taylor three months.
After this time he resided at Locust Corner, Clermont county, with the
exception of three years and six months, when he came to Sweet Wine,
this county.
While at the latter place he acted in the capacity of
school te-acher for three years, and trafficked generally.
February i, 1849, he married Mary Ann Ricker. Rev. John Westeman, a travelling Methodist minister, performing the ceremony. By
this marriage three sons and four daughters were born, of whom three
are Uving Addle, Leslie and |ewett.
The eldest son married Louisa
Windeler. of Cincinnati,

—

November

was born May

inent

8,

a

handsome residence on
a high

and

1784,

New

Wakefield,

Clermont
occupying

county,

died when he was six
years old. John Clark
at

and

7, 1876,

in

lives

is

this

and marBy
three times.

point of land,
one of the prom-

growers

fruit

He

section.

in
is

Hampshire,

the father of two

ried

Jacob Raymond and
George Edward. Mrs.

the second

November

marriage,
10,

1814, to

Clark's

Mrs. Cotton, who was
born at Wolfboro.New

father,

Maine.
Her
grandSamuel Ricker,
was born in the same
place, July 7, 1766, and
came from sound English parentage. Susanna
father,

two

father's brother,

is

the

only uncle on

this side

who

and. out

is

living,

Jewett,
mother,

a

in

married Mary ReedWilson. November 24, 1816,
of Durham, Maine, in

Campbell county, Kentucky. Her mother was
born February 12,1800.
By this marriage two
sons and three daughters were born
Mrs.
;

Clark being the fourth,

who was born November 26, 1827, in Rush
county, Indiana. While
at Locust Corner, Mr.
Clark held the oflftce of

postmaster

fifteen years,

though actively engaged
keeping a country

in

and dealing in real
Since 1875 he
has engaged mostly in
turnpikes, building most

him by his
went to Dorchester,
Massachusetts, but
what is now Boston,
and labored for two
years. By means thus

—

grand-

1770, and married in
Her father was
1790.
born, July 7, 1796. and

—
father— and

accumulated,
he returned to New Hampand attended
shire,
school at Wolfboro
and also
select school
soon after at a school
village,
at Merideth
same stitL
md 1 irsonv
Maine.
In
he taught at
1B38
Water village
1
1
1839 at MeriAfter these two >eais at teachm.
deth.
left
for
Boston
with ten dollars again, and served as a clerk for three years at
the Elm Street house, Hanover and Broomfield.
His employer, Daniel
Chamberlain, offered to set him up in business, but on account of illhealth and a desire to see the west, he left Boston in 1843. and came
by rail to Albany. New York, and from there to Buffalo by canal, a
distance of three hundred and sixty-nine miles; then to Cleveland by

her

was born

Londonderry, New
Hampshire, March 28,

family of ten
children, only one son
remains, who lives at
Salem. Massachusetts.
Jacob's jDrothers and
sisters are: John, Thomas C, Johnson, Lucy
P., Elizabeth P., Isaac
T.Savinia G.,and Mary
B.John is dead; Johnson served as surgeon
in the late war at Fortress Monroe in 1861;
Savinia and Mary are
both dead. Jacob obtained his early education by attending the
old district school from
two and one-half to five
months in the year. At
he left home
sixteen
with ten dollars seven
of which was given
of

great-gra n dRicker,
in Berwick,

Jabez

was born

Hampshire. November
17, 1793. four sons and
daughters were
born, Jacob being the
third son. Johnson, his

sons:

store

estate.

of the

New Richmond

and Columbia road, and
is owner of twenty miles.
Three Clermont county
pikes have been

—

much through
and, as a

and county
is

aided

his

skill,

government
contractor,

prominent.
Politically,

he

and has since, in
some of the most

himself with the
the matter of public offices,

afliiliated

anti-slavery

people,

been mentioned for

influential positions in the county.

His health is good, and from it flows a generous and warm friendwhich is eagerly sought and never found wanting.
He is one of our genial men. Business tact and energy have rewarded him with unparalleled success in financial matters. His
judgment is rarely at fault, and his word cannot be questioned.
ship,
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men

one of the successful

New

married in

He was
whom

of Avondale.

Orleans to Lizzie Behlmann, by

Goswinn Bauer, wagonmaker and blacksmith, Avonwas born in Baden Baden, Germany, April 9, 1838.
Here he learned his trade as blacksmith and horse-shoer.

dale,

He

was foreman of the horse-shoe department of the
he received a diploma for
tillery for seven years

—

Mr. Bauer served in the army nine years,

for himself

to
at

and three

ar-

fine

six years

In 1866 he came

as a substitute.

Here he worked
1867, when he began work in Avon-

America, and located in Cincinnati.
his trade

until

since which time his business has gradually

dale,

im-

mechanics.

first-class

Jacob Haehl, blacksmith and wagonmaker, Avondale,
was born in Bavaria, Germany, February 9, 1816. Here
he learned

his trade as a

America, landing

in

wagonmaker.

New

Orleans,

He

then came to

November

thence to Cincinnati, taking twenty-one days

New

the trip from

in

Cincinnati by

Orleans to

1833,

6,

making

a

grocery

to

actively in

Mr. Asmann continued

business up to 1880,

He

very successful.

when he

retired,

being

married in Germany to Miss Annie

Bruchemann, and with
him to America. By
two children

one of the

being

store,

business in this town.

in

first

wife

and one

this

union of marriage they have

child,

son and daughter.

living, a

accompanied
Mrs.

Asmann

died in 1880.

Newby &

S.

Son, wagon manufactory and blacksmith

Among

shop, Avondale.

tablishments of Avondale

Newby &

S.

the leading manufacturing esis

that

men

Son, both

owned and operated by

being practical mechanics,

learning their trade in England.

Henry, the son, finished

trade as a machinist in one of the largest machine

his

shops in the world.
dale,

Arriving in Cincinnati Mr. Haehl began to work at his

their

In 1835 he established in business for himself,

He managed

little

dale and opened

steamer.

trade.

here in meagre circumstan-

at day's labor.

money, and in 1850 he entered the grocery
business on Mulberry and Main streets, in Cincinnati.
Here he remained until 1858, when he moved to Avon-

proved, until to-day he owns one of the leading shops of

Avondale, employing a number of

Coming

he went to work

save a

he has eight children.

work.

direct to Cincinnati.
ces,
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In 1870 this firm came to Avonwhere they erected a small shop. Since then, by
good management and attention to business their

trade has steadily increased, until

now

they occupy a

and to-day is one of the oldest (if not the oldest) wagonmaker in business in Hamilton county. Mr. Haehl has
been a resident of Hamilton county ever since 1833,
with the exception of some five years in Indiana.
He
was for a number of years working at his trade near the
old Brighton House, with Daniel Young, an old pioneer
blacksmith.
In 1865 Mr. Haehl came to Avondale,

large three-story house, twenty-five by eighty feet in size,

where he has remained since engaged

thence in the same year came to Cincinnati; here he be-

in

blacksmithing

and wagonmaking, employing some four

hands, and

occupying a two-story building thirty-one by

fifty

He

size.

was married in 1836 to Barbara Bolander.

She was born

By

this

feet in

in

Germany, and came

to

union they have ten children.

in the late civil

war

America

Had

—Jacob, Henry and George;

brave soldiers, being honorably

mustered

in 1835.

three sons
all

out.

were

Mr.

Haehl was four years a member of the school board of
Cincinnati and two years overseer of the poor.
Louis H. Bauer, residence Avondale, was born in the
grand duchy of Baden, Germany, October 30, 1836. He
came to America and landed in New Orleans in 1851.
Mr. Bauer worked at the bakery trade in New Orleans,
St. Louis, and Cincinnati; at the latter place he carried
on the bakery business for himself, being very successful.
He, in 1877, moved to Avondale and erected his
present building; here he has carried on the saloon
business.
Mr. Bauer was a soldier in the late civil war;
he enlisted in company G, Ninth Ohio volunteer infantry, where he did good service for two years, participating
in

the

engagements of

sickness (rheumatism),
bly discharged.

very
fects.

much

He

his

regiment.

and on

He

contracted

account was honorahas suffered from the rheumatism
this

since, being a cripple in the

hand from

Mr. Bauer was a policeman in Cincinnati

its ef-

five years

and employ

as high as three

wagon manufacturing,

eral

hundred hands doing a genand blacksmithing

repairing

business.

Gustave Jander, residence Avondale,

He came

Prussia, April 30, 1827.

and was
gan

to

work

his trade as a

at

was born in
America in 1849,

months a resident of Cleveland, Ohio,

for three

learned

to

Germany.

saddler, which trade he

Continuing

in Cincinnati, he
Avondale and carried on the saddlery
and harness business in the brick house opposite his
present location, for some six years, when he soon after
opened a saloon.
Mr. Jander married Miss Annie
in

in

1868 moved

to

Schuster, of Bavaria,,

Germany.

By

marriage they

this

have four children.
F. J. Diss, contractor

was born

and

builder, residence Avondale,

in Lorraine, France,

September

6,

1821.

He

learned his trade as a carpenter in his native country.

He
in

then came to America and landed in
1840.

He

went

to

New York

city

Pittsburgh and worked at his

some six months. In 1840 he came to Cincinand commenced to work at his trade. In 1852 Mr.
Diss moved to Avondale and has remained one of its

trade for
nati

honored residents ever

since, during which he has conand erected a number of prominent buildings of
He was the first builder boss to locate in
this place.
Mr. Diss came to Cincinnati in poor circumAvondale.
stances; to-day he is one of the successful builders and

tracted

contractors of this vicinity.

Catharine Karl, residence Avondale, and the subject
of this sketch,
of Avondale.

one of the old and respected pioneers
She was born in Germany in about 18 14.
is

and was a good officer.
William Asmann, retired, residence Avondale, was born
in Hanover, in 181 1, about September.
He came to

She was married in Germany to the late Frederick Karl,
of Germany, and they, in company with three children
sailed for America and landed in New York city in

America and landed

1835,

in

Baltimore, in 1842, thence went

coming

direct to

Cincinnati.

Here Mr. Karl

HISTORY OF HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO.

422

worked as a day laborer; he was

man on

Here, in 185

Avondale.

good and

1,

he began

and by

the dairy business,

moved

in a small

his industry

He

trade.

profitable

time watch-

for a short

In 1849 the family

steamboat.

a

he

to

way in
up a

continued in business

which occurred in 1864. Thus passed
away an honored and respected citizen of Avondale,
leaving a wife and three children to mourn his loss. The
three children are, Maggie, Amelia and Caroline.
F. Spangler, residence Avondale, and the subject of
this sketch, was born in the city of Brunswick, GermaHe, in 1848, came to America and
ny, August 5, 1822.

where
its

he has remained ever

in this vicinity

honored and respected

Spangler was for a number of years

Mr.

citizens.

engaged

and trimming business, on the corner
of Fifth and Vine streets; he was also engaged in other
mercantile occupations.

He was

married in Cincinnati to

Miss Mariah Lizzie Warner, of Albany,
he has two children

New

York, by

Mr. Spangler was

living.

very actively engaged in the late

civil

war; was captain

He

was promoted and

Seventh Ohio regiment.

served as general inspector of ammunition, where he did

Mr. Spangler, in 1849, became a member

duty.

of the Cincinnati Leidertafel Singing society, the third

ing the sixth oldest singer in

and Mr. Spangler bethe northwest. At an early

day Mr. Spangler was presented with a beer

med

mug

trim-

with silver mounting, with an iron screw on the top,

5,

He

ever since.

Thomas

Knott,

florist,

residence Avondale, was born

the western portion of Ireland,

Here he grew

into

manhood, and

in

the year 18 18.

in

1840 came to Cin-

cinnati,

where he accepted a clerkship

store.

He

a dry goods

in

remained but a short time.

In 1841

moved to Avondale, then Locust Grove, and
tal of some three hundred dollars embarked
business, near his present location.

He

he

born in

Fifeshire, Scot-

Here he entered

1850, which has been his

in

now one

is

of Avondale's pioneers.

on very successfully

for a

number of

He-entered

years.

the grocery business in Avondale, and continued in

up

to

1878,

when he

He

has

sev-

filled

He
He

of public trust with honor and credit.

was for twelve years assessor of Avondale precinct.
is

now superintendent
John Schroeder,

up

it

Mr. Lambert has been

retired.

of streets.
residence Avondale, was

saloonist,

born near Frankfort on the Rhine, Germany, September
24, 1839.

He

many, and

in

learned his trade as a carpenter in Ger-

1867 came

New

America, landed in

to

and then came direct to Cincinnati. Here he
worked at his trade, and in 1870 he opened a grocery
and saloon in Mount Auburn, continuing there until the
year 1S77, when he erected his present brick block, which
is two stories high, and an ornament to that part of
Avondale.
Here he entered his present business, which

York

city,

he has continued since.
Rev. Hilary Hoelscher, pastor of the Catholic church
at

Carthage, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, October

1857, and
goes)

is

the son of John and

— both parents, natives of

come

to

America

at

Mary Elizabeth

he was two years of age, moved with
ington,

Our

subject,

when

his parents to

Cov-

Here he received

Kentucky.

graduating from the

St.

14,

(Mit-

Hanover, Germany, hav-

an early day.

education,

his

Francis college in 1875,

when he

entered upon his ministerial studies, and was ordained as
a minister in 1880, his

appointment being as pastor

first

of the Catholic church at Carthage, which

in the florist

now

when

and

home

the nursery business, which he carried

with a capi

states that

The

residence Avondale.

1825, coming to the United States

Avondale

direct to

ing

for best singing.

iij

March

land,

singing society in America,

oldest

retired,

subject of this brief notice was

the

in

ladies' furnishing

good

connection with his business.

eral ofiSces

since one of

in the

in

Thomas Lambert,

very active in building up Avondale.

came

Orleans, and in the spring of 1849

Hauiilton county,

in

Galveston, where he remained but a short time,

to Cincinnati,

whom

best dairies

New

in

thence to

milk wagons

built

until his death,

landed

keeping one of the

owning seventy-seven head of cows, and running two

pulpit

he

is

filling.

E.

A.

Brown, supervisor of Longview asylum, was

Windham

Connecticut, and followed

he commenced there were only four more in the florist
Mr. Knott has remained
business here in Avondale.

born in

ever since, working continuously at his occupation, and

pany B, Eleventh Rhode Island infantry, where he served
In 1876 he
full time and was honorably mustered out.

today

perhaps the oldest

is

oldest settler of Avondale.
as a

florist

He

owning one of the

florist,

near the

city,

and the

has been very successful

largest places of the kind

near Cincinnati, having some fifteen large houses, under

and

glass,

bush he

cut from

buds

all filled

has,

at a

it,

which

with the choicest plants.
is

one Easter, one hundred

moderate

One

rose-

the LaMark, a pure white rose, he

figure.

dollars'

worth of

Mr. Knott employs six hands

county,

In 1861 he enlisted

farming in his native State.

to Hamilton county, Ohio, and received a place in
Longview Asylum as watchman. He was soon after
appointed to his present position, in which place he is

the

giving the best of satisfaction.

A. L. Stephens, superintendent of the colored depart-

ment of the Longview

The

asylum,

He

George Thale, dairyman, Avondale, was born in Hanover, May 25, 1838, came to the United States and di-

connected with the lunatic asylum

He

in

Here he worked

1864.

was then engaged

at

day's

in driving a sprinkling cart

in watering the streets; then as driver of a milk wagon.

Coming

to

Avondale, he commenced in the dairy busi-

ness with forty-two cows.

Since then his business has

grown very extensive, and to-day he has the

credit of

residence Carthage.

subject of this brief notice was born in

county, Ohio,

labor.

com-

came

in the florist business.

rect to Cincinnati

in

July 19, 1839.

was

for

Montgomery
seven years

Dayton.

In 1873
Mr. Stephens accepted a position with the Longview
at

asylum, where he has remained ever since.

been very

man

faithful,

and

is

He

acknowledged to be the

has
right

in the right place.

John T.

Colling,

warden of the Hamilton county

firmary, residence Carthage,
in 1834,

where he received

was born

in-

in Aisne, France,

his principal education.

In
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1852 he came to Cincinnati. He was for four years an
employe of the Commercial hospital, when he received
an appointment from Dayton Asylum, and was superin-

some two

and returned to Cincinnati and was in charge of the asylum
In i860 he entered the emat Lick Run for two years.
tendent of that institution

for

ploy of the Western Insurance

one

retary for

company

He was

very successful, and took

He moved

an active part in improving Carthage.

and

as assistant sec-

year, then secretary for nineteen years, be-

ing a faithful employe.

He

in 1866.

years,

there

was eight years a member of the council,

trustee of the schools for

with acknowledged

some ten

years, filling these

In 1879 Mr. Colling
was appointed to his present position, where he is giving
oiifices

ability.

He

the best of satisfaction.

was married

in Cincinnati in

1856 to Miss Elizabeth Sauer, of Maryland, and has
children, four sons

Hamilton

ton railroad at Carthage, was

When

Ohio.

and worked

in

a

and

left

business he has

He

fol-

opened the

Middletown, and was telegraph operator there

office at

until

him, he

agreeing with

the last twenty-five years.

for

Bellefontaine

manufactory as a carriage

carriage

began to learn telegraphing, which
lowed

Day-

Logan county,

in

a young man, he went to

The work not

painter.

born

&

From

he went to Springfield.

Carthage January

i,

1862, as telegraph operator

This position Mr. Ash has

tion agent.

he came to

there

filled

and

sta-

ever since,

and is to-day the third oldest railroad operator between
Toledo and Cincinnati. While a citizen of Carthage,

won many warm

Mr. Ash has

He
He

friends.

several offices of public trust with honor.

cilman one term and clerk one term.

He,

with his station agency, operates a coal

which business he has been

has

filled

was coun-

in connection

and lumber

yard,

in for the last ten years.

has

filled

his

In

1857 he was

present section, which position he

with the best of satisfaction ever since, and to-

day perhaps

is

ton county.

the oldest railroad section boss in Hamil-

Mr. Bickers was a

council for two

edged

section hand.

as a

1875, during which time about

Cammon

member

He

and

more prominent

He

in Cincinnati.

of the Carthage

terms, filling this office with acknowl-

John McCammon, contractor and

builder, residence

Carthage, was born in Shippensburgh, Pennsylvania, No-

vember

9,

(Piper)

McCammon.

1814, and

the son of Thomas and Mary
His father was a native of Ireland,

is

and a cabinetmaker by trade. He died in 1858, aged
eighty-six years and two months.
Our subject, with his
parents, in 1816,

came

to

Cincinnati, floating

down

Ohio

river in a

keel-boat, locating in Cincinnati,

they

remained

until

182

1,

then

moved

to

the

where

a farm in

Hamilton county. Here Mr. McCammon remained, working on the farm. In June,
1831, he began to learn the carpenter's trade in Cincinnati, which business he continued up to 1858, when he

Springfield township,

was appointed superintendent of buildings of the schools

has been very

life

14, 1840, to

Bonnel, a native of Hamilton county, Ohio.

which has been
Mrs.

home

his

Hannah

He

to Carthage,

ever since.

Mr. French, who was born

in

graduated from the Kilkenny college and

came

after

this

six are

French, dealer in dry goods at Carthage,

the wife of the late

England.

Miss

By

whom

McCammon moved

In 1868 Mr.

living.

man

buildings than any one

was married, June

to America, locating in Chicago, thence

Ohio, where he taught a select school.

to

Sandusky,

He

then went to Plasdated, on the Peninsula, and here

taught school and became acquainted with the subject
of this sketch. Miss

Hannah

London, England, and
ford,

came

who was

is

who was born in
Thomas Slack-

Slackford,

the daughter of

man.

a sea-faring

They, in about 1867,

Mr. French was acknowledged to

to Cincinnati.

He

be the best penman around Cincinnati.

taught pen-

manship in Covington. He entered the office of Gilmore & Dunlap, as a clerk, and soon afterwards was their
In i860 they moved to Carthage.
Here Mrs. French commenced the notion and drug

general correspondent.

store business, being the

first

She continued

Carthage.

to

a drug store in

start

in business

up

to 1879, since

which time her sons have been carrying on the business.
Mr. French died in April, 1878 a man respected and

—

Thus passed away one

honored.

of Carthage's best

and four children

to

Pedro Benner keeps a drug store

at

mourn

citi-

his loss.

He

Carthage.

Hamburgh, Germany, in 1851, and came to
America in 1855, and in 1S59 came to Cincinnati, where
he received his principal education, and then entered a
was born

in

leading drug store in Cincinnati, where he remained for

In December,

several years as a clerk.

1874,

he com-

menced business for himself, in Cincinnati. In 1877 he
moved to Carthage, and began business in the post office
Here he remained up to 1879, when he
building.

moved to

his present

cozy quarters, which

drug store of Carthage.

ability.

His

marriage they have had eight children, of

is

Mr. Mc-

he has superintended the

perhaps,

to-day,

erection of

J.

20,

also superintended the erection

of the gas building in Carthage.
active,

June

the public schools of

superintended the erection of the new music

and the wings.

hall

until

filled

all

were erected under his supervision.

this city

zens, leaving a wife

John Bickers, section boss Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton railroad, residence Carthage. Was born in Germany, having come to Hamilton county in 1852.
In
1853 he began work on the Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton railroad
made foreman of

This position he

of Cincinnati.

soon

and one daughter.

E. Ash, station agent Cincinnati,

J.

five

423

Since

is

the leading

Mr. Benner came to

Carthage his business has gradually improved, and

day he

is

to-

doing a very good drug business.

Edward

P. Oberle,

grocer at Carthage, was born in

Germany, November 16, 1827.
the United States and landed in New York
Bavaria,

He came
city, in

to

1853,

thence direct to Cincinnati, arriving here in August of
the

same

year.

Here he learned

the trade of a baker with

In 1855, he moved to St. Bernard, and
carried on the bakery business up to 1858, when he
moved to Carthage, where he embarked in the bakery
his brother.

trade in a small

frame house.

In i860 he built his

present store and continued the bakery up to 1874, since

which time he has been
very successful.

in

the grocery business,

being

Mr. Oberle, in connection with the
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grocery,

is

engaged

was married,
Schreck.

She

in 1S53.

By

in the

lumber and coal business. He
to Miss Anna Mariah

Cincinnati,

in

from Germany, and came

is

marriage they have

this

to Cincinnati

three children

came

1867,

the

to

After receiving a thorough education, attending

years.

different colleges,

he was ordained as minister July 26,
He was for six years

living.

1874, at Oldenburgh, Indiana.

Leonard Engel, butcher, at Carthage, was born in
Wodenburgh, Germany, April 16, 1836. He came to
the United States and landed in New York city in 1855,
In
thence to Indiana, where he remained two years.
In 1865, he moved
1857 he came to Hamilton county.
He is the oldest, as well as the most sucto Carthage.
Mr. Engel has filled
cessful butcher in this vicinity.

pastor

He

several offices of trust.

was elected a member of

the city council, but on account of his business he

He

signed.

member

has been a

re-

of the school board

Chris Schmidt, gardener, at Carthage, was born in Ger-

He came

many,

in 1837.

ed in

New York

nati,

arriving there

engaged
of

to the

city in 1854,

in the gardening

to Carthage,

some two

of the

and

was a resident

fifteen

in

was married,

Hamil-

in

They

have three children.

H. H. Lammers, keeper of a hotel and feed

store, at

Carthage, was born in Oldenburgh, Germany, in 1830.

He came

to the

United States and landed

leans in 1848; thence he
there in January, 1849.

in

New

Or-

came to Cincinnati, arriving
Here he began to work at his

trade as a wagon-maker, which trade he had learned in

He

Germany.

continued

at his trade in

when he moved to Carthage and carried on the
business until i860, when he entered his present busMr. Lammers has been very successful while 'a
iness.
By his hard work and good manresident of Carthage.
agement he has accumulated a good property, and made
of friends.

hosts

councilmen

for

He

was one of Carthage's honored

He

one term.

a hard worker in the

is

Catholic church, taking an active part in the church and
school.

He

which bids
teries

L.

is

a director of the St.

fair to

Mary's cemetery,

become one of the handsomest ceme-

around Cincinnati.

W. Haley, who keeps

a tin

and stove

store

Carthage, was born in Winterport, Maine, in 1848.

learned his trade as a tinner in

Waldo

at

He

county, Maine,

years of age.
In 1869 he came
and worked at his trade. In September,
1873, he embarked in business for himself in Carthage,
He is now doing a good
where he has remained since.

when he was eighteen
to Cincinnati

— employing

—

men doing work
and around Carthage. Mr. Haley
has represented Carthage as city councilman for one
term, filling that office with honor and credit.

business

for the public

works

as high as seven

in

Rev. Daniel Heile, pastor of

St.

Bernard's Catholic

church, was born in the province of Hanover, August
1842, and

is

Heile, both parents natives

6,

and Elizabeth (Schulter)
of Germany.
Our subject, in

the son of Bernard

Stephen's

St.

church,

Father Heile

1880,

H.

G.

Esselmann,

Catholic cemetery, at

Hamilton,

of

filled

the pulpit ever since.

superintendent
St.

Ohio,

received a call from his

of

the

German

Bernard, was born in Hanover,

May ii, 1853; came to the United States and
landed in Baltimore in 1871, coming direct to Cincinnati.

Germany,

Since then he has learned his trade as a steel polisher,

working

in

Chicago, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Mansfield,

He

thence to Cincinnati.

was

for four years

connected

In 1879 he was made
superintendent of the present cemetery, which position
the

he has

St.

filled

He

faction.

Joseph cemetery.

with ability since, giving the best of satis-

1878, Miss Katie Estermann,

married, in

she being a native of Cincinnati, her parents locating
here at an early day.

New German

Joseph Wallrath, superintendent of the
cemetery near

Bernard, was born in the Rhine prov-

St.

Germany, May, 1848; came to the United States
and landed in New York city in 1867, coming direct to
Cincinnati.
Here he was engaged in landscape gardening, being concerned in laying out some of the finest
ince,

He made a visit to California, remainHe returned to Cincinnati and again

places in Clifton.
ing a short time.

entered his profession as a landscape gardener, and was

made superintendent
is

acknowledged

new cemetery, which

of the

to be

so far

one of the handsomest cemeteries

around Cincinnati.

Cincinnati up

to 1858,

of
in

present church, where he has

In

years.

Mary Gruber, of Germany.

ton county, to Miss

He

year.

1873 was elected to
he has filled with honor and

He

terms.

or

.ten

same

He

business.

the city council, which office
credit for

United States and land-

thence direct to Cincin-

Maj',

in

Camp Washington some

1870 he moved

when,

with

for the last four years.

He entered

America, coming to Cincinnati.

Francis college, where he remained for several

St.

Bernard Strothman, gardener near
born in Hanover, April

St.

Bernard, was

1841; came to the United

19,

and landed at New York city, in 1854, thence to
Here he was engaged by day's labor. In
1864 he entered his present business, in which he has
He built the improvements on
been very successful.
his present place, which consists of four and one-fifth
States,

Cincinnati.

acres of land,
to

the

all in

good

He

gardening.

Mr. Strothman attends

order.

married,

in

Henrietta Faurnan, of Germany, by

Cincinnati,

whom

Miss

he has had

five children.

Frank Kaufmann, grocer, St. Bernard, was born in
Here he learned his trade as a blackHe soon after came to America and landed in
smith.
New York city in 1848. He then went to Pittsburgh.
Here he worked at his trade, and was married to Miss
Prussia in 18 16.

Mary Brandhover.
Mr. Kaufmann, with
Cincinnati, where he

After

remaining there

and one

his wife

worked

at

until

child,

his trade

up

1850

came

to

to 1854,

then on the Reading road some two years, when,

in

came to St. Bernard and worked at his trade
for a number of years, when he engaged in the grocery business, and coming to Cincinnati with but little
money, is to-day one of the most successful and highly
1856, he

respected business

men

of

St.

Bernard.

He

has

five

children.

Mathias Schulhnf, grocer,

St.

Bernard,

was born

in

H.
Herman Knuvvener, head

of

the prosperous firm of

KNUWENER.

Knuwener &

Verhage, owning and managing the Cincinnati soda and mineral water
works, is of full German blood on both sides; was born in Hanover,

now

in Prussia, July 23, 1848; the oldest son of William and Lizzie
(Huxal) Knuwener, both natives of the same German State, and both

are

still

living at the old

home

in the

Fatherland.

He was

educated in

the elementary schools, under the compulsory system of school attend-

ance long

in

vogue throughout Germany.

In his fourteenth year he
began active Ufa among total strangers at Diepholtz, some distance
from his native place. He engaged as an apprentice in the dry goods
business, serving according to the

pay, but at his

he sustained

own

this

German

system, not only without

cost for instruction in the business.

For four-years

burden, not being allowed the use of any money, and

buying the business of

ture,

719

Home

street, after

his father-in-law,

most of the dealers

in soda-water.

ly with city retailers,

military laws, which

would presently have called him into needless service for three years, he resolved to emigrate to America, and again
started out alone in the world.
He landed in New York in 1866, came
on at once to the Queen City, and for about a year did not engage in
business, but improved his time in learning the language of his adopted country and taking a full course in Nelson's Business college. His
acquaintance in the city, and with the English speech, then enabled
him to obtain a situation in the now great dry goods store of Alms &
Doepke, then a comparatively small establishment in the old building
at the head of Twelfth street.
He was given the honorable post

the firm.

of salesman at the front counter,

ularly the plunder of the city

ed by the

firm, to

whom

treat-

he justly attributes the beginning of his

J.

H. Overdyck,

He

at

conducted the

when the establishment was consolidated
with the similar works of Mr. Henry Verhage, on Walnut street, and
the two joined their energies m a strong and prosperous partnership.
In the spring of the same year, they moved to the much more spacious
and convenient quarters they now occupy, at 270-2 Sycamore street,
near the corner of Eighth street, where their business and popularity
have grown upon their hands until they now have the largest establishment of the kind in the city and in the State of Ohio, and probably
They have certain specialties in soda fountains
in the entire west.
(steel) not enjoyed by any other house in the city, and now supply

being pledged against the use of tobacco in any shape, his father signing a bond that he would observe an agreement to this effect. At the
expiration of his apprenticeship, feeling opposed to the stern, severe

and was otherwise very kindly

Mr.

the death of the latter.

business alone until 1876,

profitable results.

the works,

He

and

to

and

is

Their business

a good, safe

traffic,

is

almost exclusive-

which nets them very

Mr. Knuwener is the sole manager in charge of
him may be credited the success and prosperity of

has taken time, however, to interest himself somewhat in politics

and other

affairs,

and

other organizations.

is

a member of the Lincoln club and sundry

In 1880, though a Republican, he was elected,

against his inclination, in the strong Democratic Sixteenth ward, a

member of the board of councilmen, in which he is now acceptably
When the new committee of the council was
formed on the consumption of smoke, under a recent act of the legislature, he was appointed a member of this important committee.
In
serving his constituents.

the council he has kept a vigilant eye

upon the public interests, particand not long since moved a

treasury,

for-

resolution of inquiry into the vast expense of the city advertising,

tunes in Cincinnati.
He was with them but a year, however, and then
entered as a salesman the store of Messrs.C. Steinkamp & Co. on Main

which was passed and has already been productive of much good.
Mr. Knuwener was married in Cincinnati February 23, i87r, to
Miss Louisa, daughter of Mr. J. H. Overdyck, a well-known German

,

street

above Twelfth,

in

which, after only about half a year, he became

a junior partner.
He went out of this connection in 1874, and the
house has since become extinct. Mr. Knuwener sold his interest to
Mr. Steinkamp, and embarked in the soda and mineral water manufac-

citizen,

and Mrs. Henrietta (Dunker) Overdyck. Their children numMillie and Henry Knuwener.
The family live in a pleasant

ber two:

residence at No. 388

West Court

street.
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Hanover, Germany, October

United States and landed
where he remained

He

at gardening.

soon

now

is

about four years,

began teaching

after

and followed school teaching

school,

some

for

located the Catholic graveyard, which busi-

when he began

grocery business, which he has continued in

pioneer

now one

being

since,

six years.

gardening business

in the

ness he continued there until 1862,

ever

to the

13, 1833,

of

St.

highly

its

the

of

subject

He

Bernard.

St.

now engaged

is

the blacksmith

at

business, employing three hands in the manufacture of
wagons and the general blacksmith business. He married Miss Annie Sprung, of Cincinnati.
By this marriage

they have seven children

Mr.

living.

He

half.

infantry,

was a

company

Young was

a sol-

Twenty-second Indi-

dier in the late war, serving in the

ana volunteer

B, for two years

and a

and was honorably mus-

faithful soldier,

subject of this sketch, Jacob Ries

Bernard, was born in

St.

to the

United States

nati.

In 1856 he

actively

engaged

curred in 1880.
rightness

Germany

1841,

in

moved

He

was a

and honorable

up

tive

member

of

the

which oc-

all

He

for his

up-

took an active

He died
He was an

Bernard.

St.

Cincin-

Here he was

man liked by

spected and loved by a host of friends.

of

He came

1822.

direct to

to his death,

dealings.

up of

part in the building

in

coming

(deceased),

to St. Bernard.

in business

the late Val Eckert,

He came
city in

re-

ac-

Thus passed

Catholic church.

away a kind father and a loving husband, leaving a wife
and five children to mourn his loss. He was married in
Cincinnati in 1848 to Elizabeth Morio,

who came

cinnati with her father, Michael Morio, his wife

to Cin-

and four

Herman

Witte, a resident of

bakery trade, and in

1845

He

1834.

who was born

St.

Bernard, was born in

18, 1820.

He

in

went then to

New

Bernard,

St.

the wife of

is

France in 1815.

United States and landed

New York

in

and in
meagre cir-

Orleans,

Coming here

1845 came to Cincinnati.

in

He managed

well,

interest in the building
in Cincinnati in

five

1846

learned the

he sailed for America, and

He was

up of the town.

to Carrie

children to

mourn

his loss.

Mrs. Julia A. Kemper, of
Mill Creek township,

1820, and

Bernard, was born in

St.

Hamilton county, Ohio, March

five children living:

George, Elizabeth, Mary Jane, Alex-

ander and the subject of

this sketch,

who has remained

She was married in 1841 to the late Reuben Kemper, who
in Hamilton county, Ohio, July 28, 1813, and
is
the son of Presley Kemper, who was one of the
was born

He

the farm.

Reuben Kemper was

raised

eral years, but spent the greater portion of his life

He

farm.

leaving a wife and four children: Robert,

Henry, Mary

and Sarah.
Thomas Branch Weatherby, retired, a resident of College Hill, was born in Thetford, Vermont, July 20, 1802,
and is the son of Danforth and Lucy (Stiles) Weatherby.
Our subject, with his father and family, in 1806 started
in wagons for Kentucky, but on their way, after being
E.

out

eleven

weeks,

arrived

in

Cincinnati,

located, remaining there until about

moved

to

Columbus, and

living in a rented log cabin

now

is

Eighth

street,

located.

when they

to Cincinnati,

on the land where the Grand

In 18 10 the family moved to

between Broadway and Sycamore.

when they moved

they remained until 1816,
in Springfield township.

moved

1809 returned

in

where they

1808,

In 183

1

the father and mother

where they both died. Our subject
farming on the old farm, which he purchased

where he has remained ever

at other labor until he, in 1850,

entered the grocery

Race and Green streets. In
1852 Mr. Witte moved to St. Bernard, and has been one
of its honored and respected citizens ever since, and is
business on the corner of

now one
in a
til

little

1861,

of the oldest settlers of the place.

He moved

Van

to Oxford,

Zant.

ents being

She was born

among

Mr. Weath-

Mercy
Hamilton county, her par-

the early settlers, by

whom

they have

A. B. Johnson, superintendent of the Avondale public
schools,

was born

in

Ogden,

New

good education

those of Rochester,

in the schools of his

New

York.

His father was
and gave his son a
native town and in

York.

a teacher of thirty years' experience,

when he

Mr. Witte was married in 1850 to Miss Rosena Stubbe,

in

since.

had four children.

frame house, where he carried on business unbuilt his present place of business.

Here

to a farm

erby was married in Springfield township to Miss

and

on the

died on the old farm respected and honored,

a five-franc piece, which was soon after stolen from him.

worked on the railroad

on

also followed the tannery business for sev-

in

at his trade,

a

resident of Mill Creek township ever since she was born.

in 1832,

He, besides working

to

Hamilton county from Maryland as early as 1812. He
farmed here up to his death. Of that family there are

engaged

Baltimore.

31,

who came

the daughter of John Boswell,

is

Here he worked for some six
months at his trade, and in the same year (1845) he
came to Cincinnati, coming here very poor, having only
landed in

married

Meyer, the subject of this

Mr. Eckert died in 1878, leaving a wife and

sketch.

Hotel

children.

Hanover, Germany, February

to the

pioneers of this county.

tered out at the close of the war.

The

Meyer Eckert, a resident of
Baden Baden, Germany, and

in

and by hard work he accumulated a good property.
In 1854 he moved to St. Bernard, where he became one
of its most honored and prominent citizens, taking an

to-day the pioneer blacksmith

is

was born

cumstances, he went to work at day labor.

—

Our

four are living.

Mrs. Carrie

Bernard

Dickmann, who came to Cincinnati at an early day. She
was a good Christian lady, respected and loved by all.
She died January 26, 1877. There are five children living
two sons and three daughters.
George Young, blacksmith, St. Bernard, was born in
Camp Washington December 30, 1845, and is the son of
George Young, who came to Hamilton county at an
early day.

whom

of

to Cincinnati in 1848.

union of marriage they have had seven children,

this

honored

Mr. Schulhof married Miss Catharine

settlers.

She came

of Hanover, Germany.

By

In 1837 he came to Cincinnati

In 1850 Mr. Schulhof started

where

He came

1.

in that vicinity for

working as day laborer.

and worked

181

8,

in Baltimore July

425

-He

also

learned to

work on a farm, and afterwards studied book-keeping

—
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and the

principles

graduate him

him

to earn a sufficient

the Oberlin college, which occurred in

in

He

the year 1853.

and the knowledge
amount to

of penmanship,

thus gained enabled

taught school in the college, and dur-

evenings and Saturdays of each
week he posted books. In 1856 he received the degree
He taught school one year after graduating in
of A. M.

ing vacations on the

New

Academy of Sodus,
In 1855 he came to Avon-

York, having charge of the

Wayne

county, of that State.

where he has been elected superintendent of the

dale,

school twenty-five times in as

many

years, without a sin-

gle opposing vote in the board of education of his place.

He

has been for years an active

member

of the teachers'

Hamilton county; has been county examiner of teachers of his own county, and now holds the
position as one of the State examiners of applicants for
His estimable wife has labored with
State certificates.
him during these long years of toil, and done much to
association of

John

Grove cemetery, was

Trotter, sexton of Spring

born in Scotland

May

America, and landed
Illinois,

12,
in

In 1863

1836.

New

became

to

York; thence to Chicago,

where he remained, engaged

the gardening

in

In 1869 Mr. Trotter entered the

business, until 1867.

employ of the Spring Grove cemetery as gardener. In
he was made the sexton, which position he has
1 87 1
filled

Keeshan & Weber, grocery and meat store, Avondale,
one of the leading business firms of Avondale. The
meat store was established about the year 1864 and

is

Mr. T.
first meat markets of the place.
Keeshan is a native of Ireland, having come to AmerHe has been engaged in the merica when very young.
Mr. Henry
cantile business for the last twelve years.
Weber is one of the old pioneers of Hamilton county.

was one of the
J.

He

was engaged in farming

Keeshan

m

& Weber

Glendale.

Afterwards

was formed, since doing

Rudolph Rhemboldt, of Springdale, formerly an

man of Cincinnati, was born

in

en-

Baden,

Germany, December 27, 1827, His father was a brewer
and gave him a good education in this business, he having attended the colleges of Carlsruhe and Freiburg, GerIn 181 8 he emigrated to America and began in
many.
the brewer's business as teamster for Kauffman, where he
He made a visit to Europe
remained for three years.
1

after a short stay,

commission business on Fourth
Glass

&

Brauer.

Kauffman, and

&

and went into the
and soon after

street,

into the brewer's business again as

one of the partners of

In 1854 he married a daughter of Mr.

1856 went into the firm of Erchenlaub
Kauffman, on Vine street, which business he conductin

ed with success
tive life

and

William

was born
1832.

until

settled
P.

in

When

on

1877,

when he

retired

from

ac-

later

into the real estate business

at

they

kept a

Bruce went

1873 Mr.

73 West Third

street,

but in 1875 removed to Glendale, where he operated

1876 with Mr. Mclntyre

until

in the general

merchandise

and since that time with his son, under the name
Mr. Bruce's grandfather came
of W. P. Bruce & Son.
from Scotland and settled in Virginia, but removed to
Kentucky, where his father (William P.'s), was born.
The family of Bruces is a large one, and includes some
The
of the oldest prominent citizens of that State.
trade,

sheriff of his county, and his numerous descendants are well and favorably known.
Major James N. Caldwell, of Carthage, was born in
Franklin, Warren county, Ohio, November 17, 181 7.
His father, Samuel Caldwell, was a master builder in

grandfather was high

in 1794,

a

(Jry

and

settled at

goods store

in 1808,

moved

Cincinnati; but

in

man, holding the
court,

offices

tion at

J.

to Cincinnati

afterwards kept

moved

He

in 1848.

to Franklin

was a prominent

common

of judge of the

was a member of the

senator.

He

North Bend.

where he died

also a

legislature,

pleas
State

N. Caldwell received a good, liberal educa-

Was

the college of Hanover, Indiana.

a cadet

West Point academy from 1836 to 1840, graduating at that time and promoted to brevet second lieuten1840
ancy, and from there served in the Florida war
as second lieutenant, and on frontier duty from 1841 to
1845; then in the recruiting service, one year after
which he was placed at different posts in Texas, and
promoted to the positions of first lieutenant and then
In 1861 he entered the service as
to that of captain.
commander of the barracks at Key West, Florida, and
the

—

was promoted

to

major of infantry February

his corps operating

December

Bruce, of Glendale, Springfield township,

Fleming county, Kentucky, December

moted

to

account of

principally in

27, 1862,

Tennessee and Ken-

31, 1862, for gallantry

service,

brevet lieutenant
ill

and meritori-

7,

eighteen years of age he formed a part-

a Mr. Mclntyre was admitted, and the firm

In

colonelcy.

1863,

and was

Louisville,

at

on

health and disability, he retired from the
for

one year

— 1866-7 — member of

executive board of candidates for promotion in the

Kentucky.

January

i,

the

army

per special

1866,

order No. 198, A. G. O., he was detailed as professor of
military science at Louisville, Kentucky,

and

at his

own

request relieved in 1869, since which time he has lived on
his farm at Carthage.
is as on of Asher, who came to ColeHamilton county, in 1802. He was a
local preacher, a justice of the peace, and a highly respected and very public-spirited citizen of the county.
He was killed by a runaway team in 1844. Elijah was
born in 1832; and after some years of maturity had come

Elijah Vancleve

rain township,

upon him, he

his farm.

nership with a Mr. Chappell in the merchandise business,

and

In

ous services at Murfreesborough, Tennessee, was pro-

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP.

but returned in 185

Mclntyre, came to Cincinnati and

wholesale dry goods store.

tucky.

business in Avondale.

terprising business

&

located at 44 West Fourth street, where

at

very satisfactorily since.

the firm of

of Chappell, Bruce

Philadelphia, from which place he

the schools of Avondale what they are.

make

continued thus until 1865, when Mr. Bruce, in the firm

flat-boated from Cincinnati to

He

New

Orleans

Mexican war,
went south one time, but was discharged on account of
In the late war he entered the service of comsickness.
pany K in 1861, as second lieutenant in the Fifth Ohio
cavalry, was promoted to the first lieutenancy, and mus-

for

about

five

years.

enlisted in the
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tered out as captain,

His regiment

When

formed part of the army of the Tennessee.

twenty years of age he learned the carpenters' trade and

ried to Miss Jane Dotey, of Carthage, at

has followed his business and in

He

In 1862 he

successful.

was married to Miss Adda Cummings, of

New

cotton factory.

They

and are mem-

are comfortably located in Glendale,

Mr. Vancleve

bers of the Presbyterian church.

prominent member of the Masonic

John

and

P. Decker, the able

is

also a

fraternity of his place.

efficient

superintendent

and

birth,

His parents were of Germanic

28, 1841.

near Strasburgh and his

the father being born

mother near Mentz. When nineteen years of age the
came to America and in 1853 died in Cincinnati.

father

John was

and experienced

raised a farmer near Hartwell,

the usual hardships

common

orphans

to

parents

(his

were both dead when he was thirteen years of age), be-

One

in building a large

son, Albert, the oldest,

Cleveland, and

Short Line.

His son John

Mr. Sampson

engaged

at present

is

lives at

is

married

in business with his father.

not only comfortably

is

is

a telegraph operator on the

is

located in the

town, but owns considerable property in the country.

of the Cincinnati infirmary at Hartwell, was born in Mt.

Auburn, July

which place he
Lockland where he
which he has been very

lived a short time, but since then in

has followed the same business ever since.

York.
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Captain Charles Ross, of Carthage, Springfield township, the

known steamboat

captain and pilot, was
Warren county, Pennsylvania, where his
parents (Scotch descent) had removed from New Jersey
in 1800.
In 1 810 the family removed to Columbia,
well

born in 1806

Hamihon

When

in

county, and from there to Cincinnati in 1815.

New

twelve years of age he went to

Orleans, go-

In the beginning of the war he was in the South, and in

down and walking part of the way back.
After this he took several trips down and back in steamboats.
In 1825 he commenced piloting steamboats to
and from Cincinnati and New Orleans, and, when the

order to escape joined the Confederate army, where he

river

ginning

life

empty-handed and without

was sturdy, honest,

and

reliable,

But he

friends.

in the

main

successful.

ing on a barge

was too low, running keel-boats and flat-boats.
Between the years 1825 and 1852 he commanded not

remained about twenty-four hours, and on making his way
to St. Louis entered the army under General Fremont.

less

He

all

also served

Red

in the

wards was with Sherman

River expedition and

work

to

under Ira

the guard

Wood

for five years at the

work-

In 1876 he was appointed as lieutenant of the
ward, and in

police force of the Twenty-fifth

1877 as
In 1878 he was

superintendent of the city infirmary.
legislated out

was

as a farmer at the

In 1871 he held the position as captain of

infirmary.

house*

In 1865

in his raid to the sea.

he was mustered out and went

after-

by the O'Conor

United States

legislature,

store-keeper,

Smith, collector of the First

and

until

appointed by

district, at

1880

Amor

the end of which

time he was reappointed to the position of superinten-

His amiable

dent of the infirmary.

wife, formerly

Miss

Elizabeth Smith, of Cincinnati, matron of the infirmary,
is

a

woman

worked

in

well fitted for the position

and

filled all

previous to her promotion.
a

home

for five

George W.

she holds, having

the minor posts of the institution

The

hundred and

infirmary

now

furnishes

sixty persons.

township.
He was initiated into his business as clerk for
Aaron A. Colter & Co., Sixth and Race streets, Cincinnati, and afterwards for five years with Abner L. Frazier
& Co., No. 44 Walnut street, in the same city. Thus,
all,

he came to Glendale

and formed a partnership with McCormick, which was
continued up to January, 1880, when Mr. Bacon began
He was born in Carthage, Ohio,
business for himself.
in 1852; received a good common school education in
his own village, and in the high schools of Cincinnati.
He was married to Amanda M. Langdon, daughter of
William Langdon,

in

October, 1879.

Her

parents were

old settlers of the county.

Joseph Sampson, bricklayer and plasterer in Lockland,
in which business and town he has been for the past
His father, James Sampson, was an
twenty-two years.
old settler of the county, being eighty four years of age

when he died

in 1878.

Buchanan's

met with any
he

administration

serious accident.

was appointed

vising inspector of steamboats, with

and volunteered

to help the Cincinnati

and wounded

tween

all

Yazoo

rivers,

In 1854 Mr. Sampson was mar-

St.

surgeons to the

His boat plied be-

to Cincinnati.

the important places on the Mississippi

bringing off
for

headquarters at

Donelson, and brought back a boat-load of

fight at Fort

sick

In

super-

During the war he helped to get up regiments,

Louis.

and the

sometimes carrying troops, at other times
sick and wounded.
He did efficient service

Admiral Porter, and also transported Colonel Garregiment from the Big Sandy to the south.
He

field's

was

Kentucky, during the Morgan

at Lexington,

and was at the siege of Vicksburgh; at
had an operation performed on his hp,
epithelia or lip cancer, cutting off the
lip.

It

would take a volume

to

this

the war; suffice
until

it

to remove an
whole of the lower

recount

all

the romantic

11, 1864.

distinguished men, such as

eral Scott,

Samuel

General

during

say he performed gallant service

to

he resigned, June

many

raids,

place he

incidents connected with the captain's history

Bacon, grocer, of Glendale, Springfield

with eight years' experience in

than thirty steamers of different classes, and during
that time never

He

has travelled with

Andrew Jackson, Gen-

McComb,

General Harrison, General

Colonel

David Crockett, Colonel

Houston,

Thomas Benton, Zachary Taylor, Prentiss,' and a host of
others.
He has now two sons and three daughters
grown

up, twelve grandchildren

and three great-grandHis wife is dead.
Mary I. Brown, of Wyoming, was born in Cincinnati
in 1830, and when twelve years of age her father, Anthony Ireland, moved to Springfield township, where she
children.

has lived ever since.

Her

New Jersey in
day.
He was a

1778,

ments of

work

in

and

father,

Mr. Ireland, was born

settled in

boss carpenter, and

Ohio
left

at

an early

many monu-

in Cincinnati and elsewhere to
and honesty of the man. In 1822
he was married to Miss Phoebe Collins, who was born in
1800, and by her had four children.
He died in Lockhis

life

attest to the industry

HISTORY OF HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO.

428

In 1862 Mis. Brown

land in 1862; she died in 1854.

legislature

township.

died in 1877.

Nathan W. Hickox, of Glendale, came with
from the battle-grounds of

Wyoming

in

1862

Hickox, carpenter

Mr.

and

many houses

in

member

ox has been a
church

town

in the

builder,

time he has built

for forty years,

is

of

which he
the

Methodist Episcopal

one of the deacons, and

superintendent of the

Sabbath-school.

married twice,

wife being

his

last

He

Butler county.

Mr. Hick-

lives.

built

He

Miss

has

Ann

also

is

been

Drake, of

himself a nice residence in

1869.
J.

M.

Miller was born in Lancaster county, Pennsyl-

vania, in
father's

and was engaged while a boy on

1831,

his

At
and while

farm, attending school through the winter.

the age of eighteen he

commenced

teaching,

not thus engaged attended the academy in the village

during the

summer months.

removed with

his

In the spring of 1856 he

family to Illinois, and while there he

1863 he became principal of the
school,

now

the twenty-fourth

years of successful teaching, he

In the spring of

Camp Washington

district;
left for

and

after

four

a more lucrative

position at

Lockwood, Ohio, where he has been engaged

ever since,

with the exception of four years that he

taught at Carthage.

In 1874 he was appointed one of

the examiners of the county, which position he has held
for

member

of the Masonic fraternity.

New

in

His father was

York.

From here the family removed
and from there to Vevay, Indiana,
thence to Evansville, Indiana, where the father died, in
18 1 9, and the mother in 1822.
They left an orphan.
Mr. Brown went to live with his uncle, Lloyd Smethurst,
near Montgomery, Hamilton county, Ohio.
He learned
Cairo,

Illinois,

tinsmithing, and, after two years spent at his trade, en-

Montgomery, where he remained until
embarked in business for himself in the same
place, and, with the exception of one year in Cincinnati,
remained in Montgomery until 1846, when he moved to
Lockland, where he bought an interest in the Turnpike
company (Cincinnati and Xenia), and was elected its
secretary and treasurer, and has been devoted to the settling of estates and to the insurance business.
In 1875
he was elected to the Ohio legislature, and became an
honored and useful member of that body. On October

tered a store in

1840, and

I,

1840, he married Margaret A. Weaver, a native of Vir-

ginia.

society,

In 1879,
he died.

after

Wesley Smizer, M.

taught a short time; then removed to Lawrenceburgh,
Indiana, where he taught eight years.

a

Hamilton county, Ohio.
to

learned his trade in 1847, ^"^ followed the business in
Cincinnati until 1852, since which

Sycamore

a shoemaker, and at an early date settled in Columbia,

In 1816 he married Miss Laura Waller, and in

he died.

is

born October 24, 1822,

his father

1836 to Ohio,

when but seventeen years of age. His father was a
farmer, and was born near Litchfield, Connecticut, in
1793.

He

and,

office,

Lloyd Smethurst Brown (deceased, of Reading) a retired merchant and capitalist of Sycamore township, was

out and advance the interests of

lay

1870 he was ap-

In

in 1863.

since 1865, has devoted himself to farming in

and was one of the first to
Wyoming. He

active, public-spirited citizen,

and reelected

pointed assistant in the county treasurer's

was married to Daniel Brown, whose father was an old
Mr. Brown was through life an
settler of the township.

living

was born

D.,

He

Ohio, February 28, 1828.

His

seven children.

engaging extensively

He

was an early

member

a prominent

Clermont caunty,

in

was the youngest son of

father, Phillip Smizer,

was a farmer,

in agricultural pursuits in

settler

in

of

Maryland.

Clermont county, and died

His mother, Mary Carmon, was a native

there in 1839.

of Ohio, and died there

in

Wesley Smizer,

1870.

al-

and
1849 began the study of medicine, under Henry

though raised a farmer, received a
in

liberal education,

Smizer, of Waynesville, Ohio, graduating, after a period

seven years.

SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP.

of study of three years, in 1852.

He

Paducah, Kentucky, but his health

failing, at

first

practiced in
the

end of

Major James Huston, jr., farmer and teacher, the oldest of twelve children, was born of Irish parentage, November 20, 1819, in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania.

eight

The

course of lectures at the Cincinnati Eclectic college, and

and Mary (Carruthers) Huston, moved
to Hamilton county in 1823, where they lived seven
years; and thence to Logan county, Ohio.
James
Huston received a good frontier education in the schools
of that day, and received a careful training at home. In
1837 he came to Hamilton county and found work on a
farm, and in 1838 taught school one year in Warren
county.
In 1840 he went to New Orleans but returned
to Ohio via Lebanon, Tennessee, where he taught school
for six months and in 1841, resumed work in the schoolroom in Hamilton county, where he remained in that
parents, Paul

when he went to California, by
and where he remained digging in the

profession until 1850,

way

of Panama,

mines
ton,

until 1852.

When

and again taught

he returned he came to Hamil-

school.

At the breaking out of

the war he entered the service as captain of
in the

One Hundred and

infantry.

Thirty-eighth

In 1861, he was elected

company

I,

Ohio volunteer

member

of the Ohio

months he was obliged to return
where he remained for three years.

to Waynesville,

He

attended a

graduated from that institution in 1856, and immediately
afterwards went to Sharonville, where he has practiced
his

profession ever since,

securing a large practice.

and has been successful

He

in

was married to Elizabeth

Hook, a native of Hamilton county,
William Hook, was a prominent

father,

in

1858.

resident,

Her
and a

successful farmer of that place.

Libues Marshall, a well-known

fire

insurance agent of

was formerly in the saddlery, and harness
business, which trade he learned when he was seventeen
years of age; but in 1867 he took an agency for the

Sharonville,

yEtna insurance company, and has continued in the business ever since, having at this time the agency for several

forts

His father was a

companies.

During the

War

of 181 2 he was a

then erected.

ilton county,

citizen

of Reading.

stone-mason on the

Libues was born in Reading,

December

16, 1816.

Ham-

In 1838 he married
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Miss Belinda Voorhees.
this

Mr. Marshall has been

living in Indianapolis, Indiana.

a

member

of the Methodist Episcopal church since 1842,

of which he

H.
born

is

and

trustee, steward,

Hanover, of that country,

Germany,

He came to

in 1821.

His father was a good scholar and

Cincinnati in 1849.

prominent man, being the mayor of the district court in
Furstenan.
"Mr. Kessling is a well-known baker of Cincinnati,

Linn

where he operated on the corner of Clinton and

streets in that business for

over twenty years, and

on that enterprise in the person of his son,
who is a young man of some ability and fitness for the
Mr. Kessling came to Redding in 1866, and
business.
still

carries

bought some valuable property, intending to

in

Reading,

pioneer,

on section

settled

township, about the year

1794.

a coal

start

making until about the year 1855, when he came to Reading, and has since that time lived a public life, filling
the various offices of assessor, justice of the peace,

Mr. Voorhees

years.

for several

men

Daniel Lawrence, one of the most prominent

of

Jersey, born in that State

His father, Jonathan, was a farmer, and
7, 1809.
had served a regular apprenticeship, and afterwards carried on the business in a successful and scientific manner.
His grandfather, whose name also was Jonathan,
was a soldier in the Revolutionary war.
He was born in
Jonathan, jr., was born in 1776, and removed
1757.
Mr. Lawrence served an apprenticeto Ohio in 181 7.
ship in the tanning business, and worked in Deer Creek,
on the old Hunt tan-yard, for four years. In 1836 he
came to Reading and followed his business until 1869,
April

erable money.

He

is

1840 he was married
Foster, with

whom

now

made

enjoying a retired

considlife.

In

Laura Foster, daughter of Judge
he lived twenty-five years.
In 1866
to

is

a

prominent

Creek in 1820. In 1832 his father moved to Reading,
and in 1853 moved to the farm upon which he now
lives.
In 1847 he married Miss Oliver, who is now dead.
His grandfather came

He

He

was also a spy

Hannah

about the year 181

Storrs, sister of Judge
and by her had ten children.

1,

was a prominent man

surveyor of the county

in his time,

having been a

also served as county

;

hundred acres of ground near Reading, part of which
John now owns. Mr. Cooper is and ever has been a
public spirited-citizen of his county.

on the board

tions of trust

of public

identified as a leader of public

The

Cincinnati

&

controlled by him,

has

improvements

his

is

a successful, paying road.

came from France.

Peter Jacob, of Reading,
stone-cutter by trade,
ing,

and

is

Abram Voorhees, was born
September

16,

in

Somerset

1733, and emigrated

Hamilton county about the year 1793. Garret, his
born June 9, 1763, moved from New Jersey to
Hamilton county in 1791, coming down the river in a
flat-boat, and landed at the fort in Columbia, and from

to

son,

there the family, after the war closed, settled

upon section thirty-three, in a station-house
Garret moving to
where Harvey now lives in 1794. Garret Voorhees died

—

December
hardships

14, 1861.

common

The

family experienced a series of

to the settlers of Indian times.

Har-

vey Voorhees was never married.

Jacob Voorhees, the well-known justice of the peace

son

a

having been in that business in that place for thirty-

which he has made considerable money.

also filled the office of street commissioner.

He

Was

the oldest saloonist in Read-

and are highly cultivated people.
Harvey Voorhees, who lives on the same farm his
father. Garret Voorhees, moved upon in 1794, was born
on this place, near Reading, August 22, 1819. His
Jersey,

in general.

largely

sixteen years

New

filled posi-

owned and
management it has been

Xenia turnpike

and under

He

works and has been

Mr, and Mrs. Lawrence are comfortably fixed in cosy

county,

commis-

In 1831 he purchased three

sioner for fourteen years.

five years,

grandfather,

in the

His son Thomas, father of John, by

married

his third wife,
Storrs,

to Cincinnati in 1793, following in

he married Mrs. Woodruff, nee Cortlewan, granddaughter
of Abram Voorhees, and by her has two children living.
quarters,

etc.,

man

and a highly esteemed citizen of his town and township.
John Cooper, of Sycamore township, was born in Mill

Revolutionary war.

sold out, having during that time

Jacob Voorhees, sr.,
was a public spirited

and was a colonel at one time in the army. His
Jacob Voorhees, was born and reared in Cincinnati,
where he learned and followed the trade of carriage-

wine-room.

when he

the early

Sycamore

son,

the wake of Wayne's army.

New

thirty-three.

father of the subject of our sketch,

and lumber yard; but the advent of the Short Line railroad changed his intentions, and he has since kept a

Reading, was a native of

Abram Voorhees,

grandson of

a

is

who

citizen,

class-leader.

Kessling, of Reading, was a native of

I.

in

Of
4, 1877.
now married and

She died March

marriage but one child survives,
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and

in

served one term as mayor of the town,

—now

member

dead

—who

and has been

of the village council, and has

He

had a

served in the war, and was also

Mr. Jacob owns some valuable

marshal of the town.

property in the town of Reading.

H. Ihlendorf, of Reading, proprietor of the livery stawas born in Germany in 1848.
His
father was a prominent man of his place, and knowing
the advantages of a good education sent him to college,
bles of that place,

where he became conversant with the ancient and modern
languages.

In 1870 he came to Cincinnati and took a

course of instruction in
of the

St.

Joseph's college, in the study

Enghsh language, and was

offered a position as

teacher, but, preferring business to a sedentary
to Reading,

where he

changed soon

He

first

life,

came

started the dairy business, but

after for a livery

and undertaking

enterprise.

was married in 1874 to Miss Carrie Goeke, and by

her has four children.

