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DEDICATION.
To the dear, departed ones, whose busy hands changed the giant forests into fertile fields; whose love of home established the hearthstones, the
tender ties of which yet bind together the heartstrings of the native horn;
whose patriotism gave the best of their lives and substance for the defense of
their country; whose graves make sacred the soil their feet so often trod.
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FOREWORD
The writing of the history of Preble county was undertaken after much
hesitation and deliberation on my part, because I doubted that I had the time
or ability to do the subject justice. It would not have been attempted at
all, but for the kindly words of encouragement and confidence of C. E.
Albright, of the Register, to whom I owe thanks for his generous indorsement and kindly assistance. It does make a man stronger to know
that some friend believes in his ability, integrity and steadfastness of purpose.
I do not claim that there are no errors, but I believe that they will generally be found negligible. As the work progressed, it became a work of
love to make it as complete as possible, and, in pursuance of the object, I
traveled and visited every corner of the county, interviewing men and
women on those local subjects about which they seemed to be fully informed; but both myself and my informants are human and could err. Of
course, no one remembers the early history, and I have freely used all the
information I could obtain from any and all histories and writings dealing
with those times, and embodied the information so obtained in my own
language, in so far as it seemed to deal with our county.
The local histories of Israel, Jackson, Jefferson and Twin townships are
written by others, to whom due credit is given, and I fully believe that their
help has been of much value in making the work more acceptable..
If the work will help the reader to a fuller and more comprehensive
view of, and a greater love and respect for, our splendid county, its people
and achievements, I shall feel in a large measure repaid for my efforts. I
would that the work had been long since done, by abler hands, to embalm
the past in the memory of the living, "Lest we forget." I fully believe
that as the present becomes the past, the information herein contained as
to the social, religious, educational and official life among our people, will
become more valuable; while matters of a more general nature related, will
be relished by many readers, because they have not the time or opportunity,
and perhaps not the inclination, to wade through the larger histories dealing
therewith.
In closing, I wish to thank the publishers, for their uniform courtesy,
kindness and patience with me, while preparing the work.
Respectfully submitted,
R. E. LOWRY.
Eaton, Ohio.

PREFACE
All life and achievement is evolution; present wisdom comes from past
experience, and present commercial prosperity has come only from past exertion and suffering. The deeds and motives of the men who have gone before
have been instrumental in shaping the destinies of later communities and
state. The development of a new country was at once a task and a privilege. It required great courage, sacrifice and privation. Compare the present conditions of the people of Preble county, Ohio, with what they
were one hundred years ago. From a trackless wilderness and virgin land,
it has come to be a center of prosperity and civilization, with millions of
wealth, systems of railways, grand educational institutions, splendid industries and immense agricultural and mineral productions. Can any thinking person be insensible to the fascination of the study which discloses the
aspirations and efforts of the early pioneers who so strongly laid the foundation upon which has been reared the magnificent prosperity of later days ? To
perpetuate the story of these people and to trace and record the social, political and industrial progress of the community from its first inception is the
function of the local historian. A sincere purpose to preserve facts and personal memoirs that are deserving of perpetuation, and which unite the present to the past, is the motive for the present publication. A specially valuable
and interesting department is that one devoted to the sketches of representative citizens of these counties whose records deserve preservation because of
their worth, effort and accomplishment. The publishers desire to extend
their thanks to the gentlemen who have so faithfully labored to this end.
Thanks are also due to the citizens of Preble county for the uniform kindness with which they have regarded this undertaking, and for their many
services rendered in the gaining of necessary information.
In placing the "History of Preble County, Ohio," before the citizens,
the publishers can conscientiously claim that they have carried out the plan
as outlined in the prospectus. Every biographical sketch in the work has
been submitted to the party interested, for correction, and therefore any error
of fact, if there be any, is solely due to the person for whom the sketch
was prepared. Confident that our effort to please will fully meet the approbation of the public, we are,
Respectfully,
T H E PUBLISHERS.
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Historical Sketch Reveals Progress
Of Congregation; Special
Services Sunday

A
E^ton Congregational Christian
churVn w a s originally called the
C h r i ^ a n church. The' present name
! W aidopted in 1929 in harmony
,$3* he merger of the Congregaand Christian denominations.
307' in the log' hut of Mr. and
"athan Sellers, located one
--— -*ath of Eaton, the First Chrishurch was organized under
'e'ction of Elder Reuben Doovhristian minister, and Elder
me, one of the founders of the
tian denomination.
jm 1807 to 1860 the members
. services in" the Old Public
arch erected in Eaton and located
the east side of Flory lake. This |
ilding was used by all denomitions. In 1860 plans were made
• the erection of the First Chrisn church building on the present
e, 115-119 West Decatur street.
e land was donated by William
jmc?. A brick structure 32x50 was
comp.. ted, at a cost of $4500, and
the fi st services were held in It
lanuary 2, 1862. Elder E. W. Humahreys was pastor at that time.
In 1892 it was decided to erect a
new church building on the site occupied by the old church. May 23,
1894, the workmen began pulling
-"own f-jg1 old meeting house, and
' ^ULry 10, 1895, the new buildWas cfepcated under the name
e 'Christian Temple.". The cost
is building was $10,780. Rev.
Eurpcct was pastor, and the
rjcfffi. members served on the
v poard: James Sayler, Sr.,
David Meters,"S. J. Galloway*, John
' Glick/ Charles Miller, Frank RideIhour, W. A. Coovert, L. D. Bailey,
H. C. Aydelotte and B. W. Huffman
|L. D. Bailey is the only member of
that board who is living today. He
was also treasurer at that time and
continued to be until two years ago,
when he resigned.

The pipe organ, which is^eing used today, was purchased and installed in 1999, and was dedicated
June 27 of that year,
The bell,
which,rings every Sunday is, the old
courthouse bell, which was purchased, placed in position and dedicated
only a few years ago. In 1922 a
more commodious arrangement for
Sunday School was provided by the
installation of folding doors in the
church basement. In 1928 a new
heating plant was installed in the
church and also hi the parsonage. ,
The present pastor, Rev: E. T.
Cotten and the official board have
planned anniversary services for
Sunday, February 10. The members
of the present. official board are
Henry B. Kelly, president; J. H.
Hart, clerk; Harry Mettert, treasurer; R. V. Locke, Paul Fudge, Jas.
Howsare, Charles Michael, Fred
Sauer, F. C. Barber, Mrs. Zulu Cox,
Mrs. Drucilla Lantis, Mrs. F. O.
Girton and L. D. Bailey, honorary
member.
Rev. Fred L. Hall, D. D., Cleveland, will deliver the anniversary
sermon, Sunday morning, February
10, and the adult choir will render
appropriate music.
This service
will begin at 10:30 o'clock. Rev. Hall
will also deliver an address in the
2:30 service, which will be attended by members of all the Congregational Christian churches of Preble county. A varied musical program will be put on by members
of these churches, in the afternoon
service.
At 7:30 o'clock a sacred cantata
will be rendered by the vested
choir of thirty men and women, accompanied by the organ and piano j
The Sunday School will begin at |
9:30 a. m. with music furnished by |
the orchesfra. under the direction'of j
Forest Pierson. W. A. Spring is the ;
superintendent
of the Sunday i
School. The past five months the
attendance of the Sunday School has i
everaged 30 more a Sunday than in I
the same period last year.
The public is cordially invited to j
attend all these services.
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HISTORICAL
CHAPTER I.
RELATED STATE HISTORY.

The first white men to set foot upon the Northwest Territory were
French traders and missionaries under the leadership of La Salle. This
was about the year 1670 and subsequent discoveries and explorations in this
region by the French gave that nation practically undisputed possession of
all the territory organized in 1787 as the Northwest Territory. It is true
that the English colonies of Virginia, Connecticut and Massachusetts claimed
that their charters extended their grants westward to the Mississippi river.
However, France claimed this territory and successfully maintained possession of it until the close of the French and Indian War in 1763. At that
time the treaty of Paris transferred all of the French claims east of the
Mississippi river to England, as well as all claims of France to territory on
the mainland of North America. For the next twenty years the Northwest
Territory was under the undisputed control of England, but became a part
•of the United States by the treaty which terminated the Revolutionary War
in 1783. Thus the flags of three nations have floated over the territory now
comprehended within the present state of Ohio—the tri-color of France, the
union jack of England and the stars and stripes of the United States.
History will record the fact that there was another nation, however,
which claimed possession of this territory and, while the Indians can hardly
be called a nation, yet they made a gallant fight to retain their hunting
grounds. The real owners of this territory struggled against heavy odds
to maintain their supremacy and it was not until the battle of Tippecanoe, in
the fall of 1811, that the Indians gave up the unequal struggle. Tecumseh,
the Washington of his race, fought fiercely to save this territory fOr his
people, but the white man finally overwhelmed him, and "Lo, the poor Indian"
was pushed westward across the Mississippi. The history of the Northwest
(3)
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Territory is full of the bitter fights which the Indian waged in trying to drive
the white man out, and the defeat which the Indians inflicted on General
St. Clair on November 4, 1792, will go down in the annals of American
history as the worst defeat which an American army ever suffered at the
hands of the Indians. The greatest battle which has ever been fought in the
United States against the Indians occurred in the state of Ohio. This was
the battle of Fallen Timbers and occurred August 20, 1794, the scene of
the battle being within the present county of Defiance. After the close
of the Revolutionary War the Indians, urged on by the British, caused the
settlers in the Northwest Territory continual trouble and defeated every detachment sent against them previous to their defeat by Gen. Anthony Wayne
at the battle of Fallen Timbers in 1794. Although there was some trouble
with the Indians after this time, they never offered serious resistance after
this memorable defeat until the fall of 1811, when Gen. William Henry Harrison completely routed them at the battle of Tippecanoe.
TERRITORY NORTHWEST OF THE OHIO

(167O-I754).

Ohio was the first state created out of the old Northwest Territory,
although Indiana had been previously organized as a territory. When the
land comprehended within the Northwest Territory was discovered by the
French under La Salle about 1670, it was a battle ground of various Indian
tribes, although the Eries, who were located along the shores of Lake Erie,
were the only ones with a more or less definite territory. From 1670 to
1763, the close of the French and Indian War, the French were in possession
of this territory and established their claims in a positive manner by extensive exploration and scattered settlements. The chief centers of French
settlement were at Detroit, Vincennes, Kaskaskia, Cahokia, Fort Crevecour
and at several missionary stations around the shores of the great lakes. The
French did not succeed in doing this without incurring the hostility of the
Iroquois Indians, a bitter enmity which wa« brought about chiefly because
the French helped the Shawnees, Wyandots and Miamis to drive the Iroquois
out of the territory west of the Muskingum river in Ohio.
It must not be forgotten that the English also laid claim to the Northwest Territory, basing their claim on the discoveries of the Cabots and the
subsequent charters of Virginia, Massachusetts and Connecticut.
These
charters extended the limits of these three colonies westward to the Pacific
ocean, although, as a matter of fact, none of the three colonies made a settlement west of the Alleghanies until after the Revolutionary War. New York

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

35

sought to strengthen her claim to territory west of the Alleghanies in 1701,
by getting from the Iroquois, the bitter enemies of the French, a grant to the
territory from which the French and their Indian allies had previously expelled them. Although this grant was renewed in 1726 and again confirmed
in 1744, it gave New York only a nominal claim and one which was never
recognized by the French in any way.
English traders from Pennsylvania and Virginia began in 1730 to pay
more attention to the claims of their country west of the Alleghanies and
north of the Ohio river. When their activities reached the ears of the French
the governor of French Canada sent Celeron de Bienville up and down the
Ohio and the rivers and streams running into it from the north and took
formal possession of the territory by planting lead plates at the mouth of
every river and stream of any importance. This peculiar method of the
French in seeking to establish their claims occurred in the year 1749 and
opened the eyes of England to the necessity of taking some immediate action.
George II, the king of England at the time, at once granted a charter for the
first Ohio Company (there were two others by the same name later organized),
composed of London merchants and enterprising Virginians, and the company at once proceeded to formulate plans to secure possession of the territory
north of the Ohio and west of the Mississippi. Christopher Gist was sent
down the Ohio river in 1750 to explore the country as far west as the mouth
of the Scioto river, and made several treaties with the Indians. Things
were now rapidly approaching a crisis and it was soon evident that there
would be a struggle of arms between England and France for the disputed
region. In 1754 the English started to build a fort at the confluence of the
Monongahela and Allegheny rivers, on the site of the present city of Pittsburgh, but before the fort was completed the French appeared on the scene,
drove the English away and finished the fort which had been begun.
FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR ( 1 7 5 4 - 6 3 ) .

The crisis had finally come. The struggle which followed between the
two nations ultimately resulted in the expulsion of the French from the
mainland of America as well as from the immediate territory in dispute.
The war is known in America as the French and Indian War and in the
history of the world as the Seven Years' War, the latter designation being
due to the fact that it lasted that length of time. The struggle developed
into a world-wide conflict and the two nations fought over three continents,
America, Europe and Asia. It is not within the province of this resume of
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the history of Ohio to go into the details of this memorable struggle. It is
sufficient for the purpose at hand to state that the treaty of Paris, which
terminated the war in 1763, left France without any of her former possessions on the mainland of America.
PONTIAC'S CONSPIRACY ( 1 7 6 3 - 6 4 ) .

With the English in control of America east of the Mississippi river and
the French regime forever ended, the Indians next command the attention
of the historian who deals with the Northwest Territory. The French were
undoubtedly responsible for stirring up their former Indian allies and
Pontiac's conspiracy must be credited to the influence of that nation. This
formidable uprising was successfully overthrown by Henry Bouquet, who
led an expedition in 1764 into the present state of Ohio and compelled the
Wyandots, Delawares and Shawnees to sue for peace.
NORTHWEST TERRITORY AND QUEBEC ACT.

From 1764 to 1774, no events of particular importance occurred within
the territory north of the Ohio river, but in the latter year (June 22, 1774),
England, then at the breaking point with the colonies, passed the Quebec
act, which attached this territory to the province of Quebec for administrative purposes. This intensified the feeling of resentment which the colonies
bore against their mother country and is given specific mention in their list
of grievances which they enumerated in their Declaration of Independence.
The Revolutionary War came on at once and this act, of course, was never
put into execution.
REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD ( 1 7 7 5 - 8 3 ) .

During the War for Independence (1775-1783), the various states with
claims to western lands agreed with the Continental Congress to surrender
their claims to the national government. In fact, the Articles of Confederation were not signed until all of the states had agreed to do this and Maryland withheld her assent to the articles until March 1, 1780, on this account.
In accordance with this agreement New York ceded her claim to the United
States in 1780, Virginia in 1784, Massachusetts in 1785 and Connecticut in
1786, although the latter state excepted a one-hundred-and-twenty-mile strip
of three million five hundred thousand acres bordering on Lake Erie. This
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strip was formally relinquished in 1800, with the understanding that the
United States would guarantee the titles already issued by that state. Virginia was also allowed a reservation, known as the Virginia Military District, which lay between the Little Miami and Scioto rivers, the same being
for distribution among her Revolutionary veterans. There is one other fact
which should be mentioned in connection with the territory north of the
Ohio in the Revolutionary period. This was the memorable conquest of the
territory by Gen. George Rogers Clark. During the years 1778 and 1779,
this redoubtable leader captured Kaskaskia, Cahokia and Vincennes and
thereby drove the English out of the Northwest Territory. It is probable
that this notable campaign secured this territory for the Americans and that
without it we would not have had it included in our possessions in the treaty
which closed the Revolutionary War.
FIRST SURVEYS AND EARLY SETTLERS.

The next period in the history of the territory north of the Ohio begins
with the passage of a congressional act (May 20, 1785), which provided for
the present system of land surveys into townships six miles square. As soon
as this was put into operation, settlers—and most Revolutionary soldiers—
began to pour into the newly surveyed territory. A second Ohio Company
was organized in the spring of 1786, made up chiefly of Revolutionary
officers and soldiers from New England, and this company proposed to establish a state somewhere between Lake Erie and the Ohio River. At this juncture Congress realized that definite steps should be made at once for some
kind of government over this extensive territory, a territory which now includes the present states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and
about a third of Minnesota. Various plans were proposed in Congress and
most of the sessions of 1786 and the first half of 1787 were consumed in
trying to formulate a suitable form of government for the extensive territory. The result of all these deliberations resulted in the famous Ordinance
of 1787, which was finally passed on July 13, 1787.
ORDINANCE OF

1787.

There have been many volumes written about this instrument of government and to this day there is a difference of opinion as to who was its
author. The present article can do no more than merely sketch its outline
and set forth the main provisions. It was intended to provide only a tern-
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porary government and to serve until such a time as the population of the
territory would warrant the creation of states with the same rights and
privileges which the thirteen original states enjoyed. It stipulated that not
less than three nor more than five states should ever be created out of the
whole territory and the maximum number was finally organized, although it
was not until 1848 that the last state, Wisconsin, was admitted to the Union.
The third article, "Religion, morality and knowledge being necessary to good
government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged," has given these five states the basis for
their excellent system of public schools, state normals, colleges and universities. Probably the most widely discussed article was the sixth, which provided that slavery and involuntary servitude should never be permitted within
the territory and by the use of the word "forever" made the territory free
for all time. It is interesting to note in this connection that both Indiana
and Illinois before their admission to the Union sought to have this provision set aside, but every petition from the two states was refused by Congress in accordance with the provision of the Ordinance.
FIRST STAGE OF GOVERNMENT UNDER T H E ORDINANCE.

The ordinance contemplated two grades of territorial government.
During the operation of the first grade of government the governor, his secretary and the three judges provided by the ordinance were to be appointed by
Congress and the governor in turn was to appoint "such magistrates and
other civil officers in each county and township as he shall deem necessary
for the preservation of the peace and good will of the same." After the
federal government was organized a statutory provision took the appointment of these officers out of the hands of Congress and placed it in the hands
of the President of the United States. All executive authority was given
to the governor, all judicial authority to the three judges, while the governor
and judges, in joint session, constituted the legislative body. This means
that during the first stage of territorial government the people had absolutely
no voice in the affairs of government and this state of affairs lasted until
1799, a period of twelve years.
SECOND STAGE OF GOVERNMENT UNDER T H E ORDINANCE.

The second stage of government in the territory was to begin whenever
the governor was satisfied that there were at least five thousand free male
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inhabitants of the age of twenty-one and above. The main difference between the first and second stages of territorial government lay in the fact
that the legislative functions were taken from the governor and judges and
given to a "general assembly or legislature." The ordinance provided for
the election of one representative for each five hundred free male inhabitants,
the tenure of the office to be two years. While the members of the lower
house were to be elected by the qualified voters of the territory, the upper
house, to consist of five members, were to be appointed by Congress in a
somewhat complicated manner. The house of representatives were to select
ten men and these ten names were to be sent to Congress and out of this
number five were to be selected by Congress. This provision, like the appointment of the governor, was later changed so as to make the upper house
the appointees of the President of the United States. The five men so selected
were called councilors and held office for five years.
ORGANIZATION OF T H E NORTHWEST TERRITORY.

The first governor of the newly organized territory was Gen. Arthur
St. Clair, a gallant soldier of the Revolution, who was appointed on October
5, 1787, and ordered to report for duty on the first of the following February.
He held the office until November 22, 1802, when he was dismissed by President Jefferson "for the disorganizing spirit, and tendency of every example,
violating the rules of conduct enjoined by his public station, as displayed in
his address to the convention." The governor's duties were performed by
his secretary, Charles W. Byrd, until March 1. 1803, when the state officials
took their office. The first judges appointed were Samuel Holden Parsons,
James Mitchell Varnum and John Armstrong. Before the time came for
the judges to qualify, Armstrong resigned and John Cleves Symmes was appointed in his place. The first secretary was Winthrop Sargent, who held
the position until he was appointed governor of Mississippi Territory.by the
President on May 2, 1798. Sargent was succeeded by William Henry Harr
rison, who was appointed by the President on June 26, 1798, and confirmed
by the Senate two days later. Harrison was later elected as the first delegate of the organized Northwest Territory to Congress and the President,
then appointed Charles Willing Byrd as secretary of the Territory, Byrd's
appointment being confirmed by the Senate on December 31, 1799.
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REPRESENTATIVE STAGE OF GOVERNMENT ( 1 7 9 9 - 1 8 0 3 ) .

The Northwest Territory remained under the government of the first
stage until September 16, 1799, when it formally advanced to the second or
representative stage. In the summer of 1798 Governor St. Clair had ascertained that the territory had a population of at least five thousand free male
inhabitants and, in accordance with the provisions of the Ordinance of 1787,.
was ready to make the change in its form of government. On October 29,
1798, the governor issued a proclamation to the qualified voters of the territory directing them to choose members for the lower house of the Territorial
Legislature at an election to be held on the third Monday of the following
December. The twenty-two members so elected met on January 16, 1799,
and, pursuant to the provisions of the ordinance, selected the ten men from
whom the President of the United States later chose five for the Legislative
Council. They then adjourned to meet on September 16, 1799, but since
there was not a quorum on that day they held adjourned sessions until the
23rd, at which time a quorum was present.
At the time the change in the form of government went into effect there
were only nine counties in the whole territory. These counties had been
organized either by the governor or his secretary. The following table gives
the nine counties organized before 1799, with the dates of their organization
and the number of legislators proportioned to each by the governor:
County.
Washington
Hamilton
St. Clair
Knox
Randolph
Wayne
Adams
Jefferson
Ross

„

.

Date of
organization.
July 27, 1788
January 4, 1790
April 27, 1790
June 20, 1790
October 5, 1795
August 6, 1796
July 10, 1797
July 29, 1797
August 20, 1798

,

Number of
representatives.
2
7
1
1
1
3
2
1
4

FIRST TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE OF NORTHWEST TERRITORY.

The twenty-two representatives and five councilors were the first representative body to meet in the Northwest Territory and they represented a
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constituency scattered over a territory of more than two hundred and sixtyfive thousand square miles, an area greater than Germany or France, or even
Austria-Hungary. It would be interesting to tell something of the deliberations of these twenty-seven sterling pioneers, but the limits of the present
article forbid. It is necessary, however, to make mention of one important
thing which they did in view of the fact that it throws much light on the
subsequent history of the Northwest Territory.
DIVISION OF

1800.

The Legislature was authorized to elect a delegate to Congress and two
candidates for the honor presented their names to the Legislature, William
Henry Harrison and Arthur St. Clair, Jr., the son of the governor. The
Legislature, by a joint ballot on October 3, 1799, elected Harrison by a vote
of eleven to ten. The defeat of his son undoubtedly had considerable to do
with the subsequent estrangement which arose between the governor and his
legislature and incidentally hastened the division of the Northwest Territory. Within two years from the time the territory had advanced to the
second stage of government the division had taken place. On May 7, 1800,
Congress passed an act dividing the Northwest Territory by a line drawn
from the mouth of the Kentucky river to Fort Recovery, in Mercer county,.
Ohio, and thence due north to the boundary line between the United States
and Canada. Governor St. Clair favored the division because he thought it
would delay the organization of a state and thus give him a longer lease on
his position, but he did not- favor the division as finally determined. He was
constantly growing in disfavor with the people on account of his overbearing
manner and he felt that he would get rid of some of his bitterest enemies if
the western inhabitants were set off into a new territory. However, the
most of the credit for the division must be' given to Harrison, who, as a delegate to Congress, was in a position to have the most influence. Harrison also
was satisfied that in case a new territory should be formed he would be
appointed its first governor and he was not disappointed. The territory west
of the line above mentioned was immediately organized and designated as
Indiana Territory, while the eastern portion retained the existing government
and the old name—Northwest Territory. It is frequently overlooked that
the Northwest Territory existed in fact and in name up until March 1, 1803-
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CENSUS OF NORTHWEST TERRITORY I N l 8 o O .

The division of 1800 left the Northwest Territory with only about onethird of its original area. The census of the territory taken by the United
States government in 1800 showed it to have a total population of forty-five
thousand three hundred and sixty-five, which fell short by about fifteen thousand of being sufficient for the creation of a state as provided by the Ordinance of 1787, which fixed the minimum population at sixty thousand. The
counties left in the Northwest Territory, with their respective population,
are set forth in the appended table, all of which were within the present state
of Ohio, except Wayne :
3>432
14.632
8,766
8,540
1,302
5,427
3,206

Adams
Hamilton
Jefferson
Ross
Trumbull
Washington
Wayne
Total

45.365

The population as classified by the census with respect to age and sex is
interesting and particularly so in showing that considerably more than onethird of the total population were children under ten years of age.
Whites
Whites
Whites
Whites
Whites

Males.
9,362
3,647
4,636
4,833
1,955

up to ten years of age
from ten to sixteenfrom sixteen to twenty-six •
from twenty-six to forty-five.
forty-five and upward

Total ___

_

Total of both sexes
Total of other persons, not IndiansGrand Total

24,433

;

-

Females.
8,644
3,353
3,861
3,34 2
J
>395
20,595

•

45,028
337
45-365
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A digression is necessary at this point in order to trace the growth of
settlement of the territory now within the present state of Ohio up to 1803,
when it was admitted to the Union as a state. Marietta, founded in July,
1788, by the Ohio Company, is the oldest permanent settlement in the state.
A number of New Jersey settlers were organized by John Cleves Symmes,
and Symmes succeeded in securing a grant of land from Congress (17881792) containing two hundred forty-eight thousand five hundred and forty
acres, located between the Great Miami and Little Miami rivers. This grant
of land is know in Ohio history as the Symmes purchase and contained the
settlements of Columbia (1788) and Cincinnati (1789), although the latter
place was first christened Losantiville. The man who devised this name
exercised no small amount of ingenuity in its manufacture. The proposed
settlement happened to be located at the mouth of the Licking river and this
circumstance, with a little knowledge of Latin and a vivid imagination, was
responsible for this hybrid word. The Latin word for town is "villa," which
is Anglicized into "ville;" the Latin for opposite is "anti" and for mouth
"6s," There three Latin words account for the completed word, with the
exception of the "L," and this letter is the initial letter of Licking. To make
the word clear it must be read backward, syllable at a time—thus L-os-antiville, which being interpreted means the town opposite the mouth of the
Licking.
The Virginia Military District, to which reference has been made, was
settled largely by people from that state. The Connecticut Reserve, along
Lake Erie, attracted many settlers from that state, among whom should be
mentioned Moses Cleaveland, who, in 1796, founded the city which bears his
name. The northern part of the state did not begin to fill up rapidly until
after 1832, when the Ohio-Erie canal was opened for traffic. There have
been estimates running from fifteen to twenty thousand as to the number of
people who floated down the Ohio river within a year after the Ordinance of
1787 went into effect.
. . .
COUNTY ORGANIZATION

(1788-1810).

It has already been stated that there were nine counties within the
Northwest Territory in 1799, when it advanced to the second stage of territorial government. According to the provisions of the ordinance, the creation of new counties was in the hands of the governor, although after the
federal constitution went into effect the secretary was also given the same
power. Knox and Wayne counties were started by Secretary Winthrop Sar-
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gent according to this provision. The state of Ohio is now divided into
eighty-eight counties, ten of which were created before the state was admitted
to the Union on March i, 1803. The counties organized by Governor St.
Clair, or his secretary, from 1788, when Washington county was organized,,
up to 1803, when the state was admitted to the Union, are ten in number:
Washington, Hamilton, Wayne, Adams, Jefferson, Ross, Trumbull, Clermont, Fairfield and Belmont. The dates of the creation of the first six
have already been given. Trumbull county was organized on July 10, 1800;.
Clermont and Fairfield, December 9, 1800; Belmont, September 7, 1801.
Between the years 1803 and 1810, when Fayette county was organized, there
were no less than twenty-four counties organized within the state of Ohio.
The first session of the General Assembly of the state organized eight counties,,
as follows: Franklin, Gallia, Greene, Scioto, Warren, Butler, Montgomery
and Columbiana. Muskingum started its independent existence on the first
day of March, 1804. In 1805 there were four counties created, Champaign,
Athens, Geauga and Highland. The session of 1807 added four more to the
rapidly growing state, Miami, Ashtabula, Cuyahoga and Portage. The
following year saw six new counties opened for entry, Delaware, Stark,.
Tuscarawas, Preble, Knox and Licking. One county, Huron, was created in
1809. The five counties organized in 1810 included Fayette, Pickaway, Guernsey, Clinton and Madison. This makes a total of thirty-nine counties up to
and including the year 1810. In this year Cincinnati, the largest city of the
state, boasted of a population of two thousand three hundred and twenty.
INDIAN WARS ( 1 7 8 7 - 1 8 0 3 ) .

The period from 1787 to 1803 in the Northwest Territory was marked
by several bitter conflicts with the Indians. Just as at the close of the French
and Indian War had the French stirred up the Indians against the Americans,
so at the close of the Revolutionary War did the English do the same
thing. This inciting of the Indians by the British was one of the causes of
the War of 1812, a struggle which has very appropriately been called the
second War for Independence. The various uprisings of the Indians up to>
1794 retarded the influx of settlers and was a constant menace to those who
did venture into the territory. Three distinct campaigns were waged against
the Indians during this period before they were finally subdued. The first
campaign was under the command of Gen. Josiah Harmar, 1790, and resulted in a decisive defeat for the whites. The second expedition was under
the leadership of Gen. Arthur St. Clair, the governor of the Territory, and
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was marked by one of the worst defeats ever suffered by an American army
at the hands of the Indians. A lack of knowledge of Indian methods of
warfare, combined with reckless mismanagement, sufficiently accounts for
both disasters. It remained for Gen. Anthony Wayne, the "Mad Anthony"
of Revolutionary fame, to bring the Indians to terms. The battle which
closed his campaign against the Indians is known as the battle of Fallen
Timbers and was fought on August 20, 1794. The scene of the battle lies
along the Maumee river within the limits of the present county of Defiance.
This crushing defeat of the Indians, a rout in which they had lost twelve
out of thirteen chiefs, was so complete that the Indians were glad to sue for
peace. On June 10, 1795, delegates from the various Indian tribes, headed
by their chiefs, met at Greenville, Ohio, to formulate a treaty. The United
States government appointed General Wayne as commissioner plenipotentiary
to draft the treaty and, after nearly two months of bickering, a treaty was
drawn up on August 3, 1795. It was signed by General Wayne on behalf of
the United States and by ninety chiefs and the' delegates of twelve interested
tribes. The treaty was faithfully kept by the Indians and ever afterwards
Little Turtle, the real leader of the Indians, was a true friend of the whites.
It may be said that this battle of Fallen Timbers was the most important
battle fought in America between the close of the War for Independence and
the battle of Tippecanoe in the fall of 1811. To General Anthony Wayne will
remain the honor of opening the way for permanent settlement of the Northwest Territory.
T H E FORMATION OF A N E W

STATE.

The three years intervening between the creation of Indiana Territory
{May 7, 1800) and the admission of Ohio to the Union (March 1, 1803),
are marked by an acrimonious struggle during which Governor St. Clair was
constantly growing in disfavor with his Legislature and the great mass of
the people of the territory. The Legislature wanted a state formed as soon
as possible and succeeded in getting Congress to pass an.act, April 30, 1802,
authorizing the calling of a constitutional convention. This act established
the limits of the proposed new state as follows: "That part of the Northwest Territory bounded east by Pennsylvania, south by the Ohio river, west
by a line drawn from the mouth of the Big Miami river due north to an east
and west line passing through the south extremity of Lake Michigan, and by
this line and the Canada line through Lake Erie to the west line of Pennsylvania." Since these boundaries omitted the eastern half of the present

46

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

state of Michigan which had been left a part of the Northwest Territory by
the division of May 7, 1800, it was denounced as a fraud by the Federalists
in the omitted territory. However, it is very plain that Congress carried out
the intent of the Ordinance of 1787 by their act and the charge of political
trickery fails of substantiation in the light of the specific provisions therein
set forth regarding the creation of states out of the Northwest Territory.
The enabling act provided for an election of delegates to the constitutional
convention to be held in September of the same year ( WS02), the degelates to
meet at Chillicothe on the first Monday of the following November. The
thirty-five delegates met at the appointed time and by a vote of thirty-four
to one, the negative vote being cast by Ephraim Cutler, decided to proceed at
once to the organization of a state government and the formation of a constitution. .The convention was in session until November 29th, at which time it
had completed the first constitution for the state and the one which lasted
until 1851, when a second constitution was adopted.
W H E N WAS OHIO ADMITTED TO T H E U N I O N ?

It is interesting to note the difficulty which Ohio historians have had in
trying to fix upon the date which marks the formal admission of the state to
the Union.
The natal day of Ohio has given rise to more dispute than the natal day
of any other state in the Union. This is undoubtedly due to the fact that
Congress never passed an act formally admitting it to the Union. There
have been no less than five dates assigned by as many different authorities
and each group of historians substantiate their claim by the citation of facts.
These five dates are as follows: April 30, 1802; November 29, 1802; February 19, 1803; March 1, 1803; March 3, 1803.
The first date (April 30, 1802) has for its chief sponsor the editor of
the "United States Statutes at Large." This date is not tenable at all, since
the territorial judges were in office for several months after this date and
were, by the congressional act of February 21, 1806, paid their full salaries
up to March 1, 1803. The second date (November 29, 1802) is advanced
by Hickey in his volume, "The Constitution," on the ground that the constitution was adopted on that day. The third date (February 19, 1803) has
been held by several good authorities, notably, Caleb Atwater, in his "Political
Manual;" G. W. Pascal, in his "Annotated Constitution," and the late president of Marietta College, I. W. Andrews. It was upon this date that Congress passed an act to "provide for the due execution of the laws of the
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United States within the state of Ohio." This would seem to indicate that
Congress recognized February 19, 1803, as the date of the admission of Ohio
to the Union, but when it is recalled that Congress had not yet appointed the
necessary judicial officers it must be concluded that this is not the proper date.
The fourth date (March 1, 1803) is now recognized officially as the actual
day on which Ohio formally entered the Union, although it was an act
of Congress passed nearly three years later which definitely settled this fact.
The question arose in 1806 in Congress regarding the payment of the territorial officers and the act of February 21st of that year ordered that the governor and judges be paid for their services tip to March T, 1803. There can
be no question but that Congress placed its official approval on this date as
being the first day of Ohio's existence as a separate state. The fifth and
last date (March 3, 1803) w a s advanced as the real date of the admission of
the state, for the reason that on this date Congress gave its approval to
certain changes in the constitution of the state which had been adopted on
November 29, 1802. These changes related to the disposition of certain
school lands within the state and were of minor importance and in no sense
advocated any radical changes in the constitution of the state. However, on
March 3, 1803, the state had been in full operation for a space of three days
and exercising all the rights and privileges of a state; the governor had been
installed; the Legislature was in session and the various state officials were
discharging their duties in accordance with the constitution. Thus it must
be concluded from all available evidence that Ohio was admitted to the Union
on March 1, 1803.
CAPITALS OF NORTHWEST TERRITORY AND OHIO.

The capital of the Northwest Territory was located within the present
limits of Ohio during the whole existence of the Territory both before and
after the division of the Territory in 1800. When the Ordinance of 1787
was formally put into operation, on July 17, 1788, the capital was established
at Marietta, the name being chosen by the directors of the Ohio Company on
July 2, 1788. The name of Marietta was selected in honor of the French
Queen Marie Antoinette, compounded by a curious combination of the first
and last syllables of her name.
The capital remained at Marietta until 1800, when it was moved by the
congressional act of May 7th of that year to Chillicothe and by the constitution adopted in 1802 the capital was to remain there at least until 1808.
T h e Legislature of 1809 moved the capital to Zanesville until such time as a
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permanent site should be selected. The Legislature at the same time that it
moved the capital to Zanesville appointed commissioners to report at the following sessions "the most eligible and central spot for permanently establishing it." The approaching War of 1812 made it necessary to take the capita!
back to Chillicothe, where there was less danger from attack by the Indians
and British. The commissioners appointed by the Legislature of 1809 selected a small village by the name of Dublin, on the Scioto, about fourteen
miles north of Columbus, but the Legislature refused to abide by their choice
The capital was permanently located at Columbus by the legislative act
•of February 14, 1812, although no less than nine different sites were under
consideration before the final decision was made. The act selecting the site
• did not choose a name for the proposed city and this honor belongs to Joseph
Foos, the senator from Franklin county, who had been largely instrumental
in the selection of the Legislature. At that time there was a solitary logcabin on the site and the whole tract was covered with a dense forest. The
act of February 17, 1816, formally designated Columbus as the capital "from
-and after the second Tuesday of October, 1816." During the War of 1812,
and until the buildings were ready at Columbus, the capital remained at
Chillicothe.
CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF OHIO.

The state of Ohio has had four constitutional conventions : 1802, 1850-51,
1873-74 and 1912. The constitution of 1802, it is interesting to note, was
never submitted to the people for ratification. Between the adoption of the
first and second constitutions there was an effort to hold a constitutional
convention. A resolution, passed December 25, 1818, authorized a vote on
the question of holding a constitutional convention, but at the election which
was subsequently held it was decided adversely by a vote of 29,315 to 6,987.
The main facts concerning the second constitutional convention may be
briefly summed up as follows: The Legislature on October 9, 1849, authorized a vote on the question of holding a convention and the voters of the
rstate cast a majority of 94,531 in favor of the constitutional convention.
The vote stood 145,698 for and 51,167 against the convention. On April 1,
1850, the one hundred and eight delegates were elected and on the 6th of the
following May they met at Columbus. The convention was in continuous
•session until July 9, 1850, and then, not having yet completed their deliberations, adjourned to meet again on December 2, 1850. The second session
•continued to hold daily meetings until March 10, 1851, when it finally concluded its labors after having spent a total of one hundred and sixty-three
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days. The constitution was submitted to the people of the state on June 17.
1851, and adopted by a vote of 125,564 to 109,276.
An attempt to adopt a new constitution was made in 1874, but failed.
On March 30, 1871, the Legislature provided for a vote on the question of
holding a constitutional convention and at an election held October 10, 1871,
it was decided, by a vote of 267,618 to 104,231, to hold such a convention.
On April 6, 1873, the one hundred and five delegates to the convention were
elected and on the 13th of the following month they met and organized.
The convention continued in session from that date until August 8th, and,
after a recess, met on December 2d and remained in continuous session until
May 15th of the following year. The convention held daily sessions for one
hundred and eighty days, one of the longest constitutional conventions ever
held in the United States. With all this deliberation it would seem that a
satisfactory constitution could have been framed, but the voters of the state,
on August 18, 1874, rejected it by a vote of 250,169 to 102,885. This expensive attempt to make a new constitution was sufficient to thwart all efforts
along this line for several years. However, the changes in economic, social
and industrial conditions became more pronounced year by year, and on
March 9, 1909, the Legislature submitted the question of holding a constitutional convention. At an election held on November 8, 191 o, it was decided,
by a vote of 693,263 to 67,718, to select delegates to a constitutional convention. The convention met on the second Tuesday of January, 1912, and
remained in session until June 8, 1912, when it finally concluded its labors.
This convention submitted forty-two changes in the existing constitution and
on September 3d of the same year the qualified voters of the state accepted all
but eight of the proposed amendments. The eight amendments lost are as
follows: Suffrage, good roads, advertising, injunctions, capital punishment,
voting machines, eligibility of women and elimination of word "white" from
the constitution. The amendments which carried by various majorities concerned the following subjects: Jury system, depositions, suits, wrongful
death, initiative and referendum, investigations, limiting veto, mechanics'
lien, welfare, compensations, conservation of natural resources, eight-hour
day, removal of officials, expert testimony, land titles, prison contracts, extra
sessions, reform of the judiciary, county judges, justices, school boards,
school commissioners, insurance abolishing of board of public works, taxation, corporations, double liability, state printing, civil service, submission of
amendments, home rule for cities, schedule and license*. The fight was the
most bitter on woman's suffrage and the initiative and referendum. The
(4).
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vote on the first proposition was 249,420 to 336,875, and was defeated largely
on account of the activity of the liquor interests. The initiative and referendum carried by a vote of 312,592 to 231,312, despite the fact that every ruse
and trick known to professional politicians was used to compass its defeat.
On November 3, 1914, there were four constitutional amendments submitted to the voters of the state and the two which caused the most discussion,
viz., woman's suffrage and prohibition, were defeated. The other two amendments related to home rule for cities and the regulation of the liquor traffic.
MILITARY RECORD.

The state of Ohio has had its citizens in four wars in which the United
States has engaged since 1803; the War of 1812, the Mexican War, the
Civil War and the Spanish-American War. It is very unfortunate that the
public records of Ohio contain no list of the soldiers of the state who fought
in the War of 1812, although large numbers of the citizens served in the
field under various commanders. The records as regards the Mexican War
are fairly complete and show that a total of 5,536 men were sent to the front
by the state. When the call was first issued for troops, Ohio was called
upon to furnish three thousand men and within a short time forty companies
reported at Camp Washington, near Cincinnati. Thirty companies were
formed into three regiments, commanded by Cols. Alexander M. Mitchell,
George W. Morgan and Samuel R. Curtis. These troops were sent down the
Ohio in July, 1846, and joined General Taylor on the Rio Grande. In 1847
additional troops were sent from Ohio, but none of them saw any active
service. The regiment under the command of Mitchell was the only one to
take part in a battle, and it distinguished itself in the storming of Monterey.
The state of Ohio suffered a severe loss in the death of Brig.-Gen. Thomas
L. Hammer, one of the most prominent men of the state at that time. He was
a member of Congress at the time of the opening of the war, but left Congress, enlisted as a private and soon after received a commission as brigadiergeneral. He was in the operations around Monterey and shortly afterward
was stricken with a fatal disease and died on December 30, 1846.
The part which Ohio played in the Civil War can be only briefly noticed
in this resume of the history of the state. That Ohio did her full duty as a
loyal member of the Union is a fact which is known to everyone. Within
twenty-four hours from the time the President issued his first call for troops
on April 16, i860, the Legislature had passed a bill appropriating one million
dollars for military purposes. Two days later (April 19th) two regiments
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of Ohio troops left by rail for Washington. The ease and quickness with
which this was accomplished is an indication of the intense loyalty of the state.
It is a glowing tribute to the state of Ohio that although there were only
thirteen regiments assigned to the state under the first call, enough men presented themselves to make more than seventy regiments. This outburst of
loyalty was such that the Legislature authorized the governor to accept ten
more regiments, and the state itself equipped and paid these additional men
and enrolled them for the defense of the state. By October i, 1862, the
state had enrolled militia to the number of 425,147 and the state sent out for
duty outside of its own limits 319,659 men, although their quota was only
306,322. [This gives the state the honor of furnishing more than one-tenth
of the total enlistment of men in the Northern army. In number of troops
furnished, Ohio was third among all the states and in losses was second. The
soldiers were a part of every army, participated in every campaign, fought in
every important battle from Bull Run to Bentonville, from Sabine Cross Roads
to Gettysburg. No less than forty-three Ohio regiments of infantry were
present at the sanguinary engagement at Missionary Ridge and they were in
like proportion at the other battles. Twelve thousand brave Ohio men were
killed or mortally wounded and at least forty thousand received wounds of
some kind. Thirteen thousand died of disease in the service and twenty thousand were discharged for disability arising from wounds or disease. These
figures give some idea of the prominent part which the soldiers of Ohio played
in the great struggle.
It is pertinent to sayr something of the activity of the anti-war party in
the state during the time the struggle was going on. In the summer of 1863
the Democrats of the state nominated Vallandigham for governor, a man
who was very outspoken in his denunciation of the war, but John Brough, a.
stanch Union man, had no difficulty in defeating him for the governorship.
The part which Vallandigham subsequently played in the history of his state
is sufficient proof that it was for the best interests of the state that he was
defeated.
The Spanish-American War of 1898 has been the last one in which
troops from Ohio have taken any part. Following the call of President
McKinley for seventy-five thousand volunteers, Ohio had no difficulty in filling
their quota. This war opened officially on April 25th and formally came
to an end by the signing of a protocol on August 12th. The battles of
Manila Bay, Santiago, El Caney and San Juan Hill were the only engagements of importance. According to the treaty of Paris, which was signed
December 12, 1898, Spain relinquished her sovereignty over Cuba, ceded to
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the United States Porto Rico and her other West India possessions and the
Island of Guam, and transferred her rights in the Philippines for a sum of
twenty million dollars paid to her for public works and improvements which
belonged to the Spanish government.
T H E LAND GRANTS OF OHIO.

Ohio was the first state organized out of the territory north of the Ohio
river and east of the Mississippi river and was divided into several grants,
reservations and military districts of one kind and another. These various
divisions have led to an endless amount of confusion in the surveying of
lands in the state and in many cases in expensive litigation. A brief summary of each one of these divisions is here presented.
T H E OHIO LAND COMPANY PURCHASE.

This company was organized March 3, 1786, at Boston and on October
27, 1787, bought from the government 1,500,000 acres and received, outside
of the portions reserved by Congress, 1,064,285 acres. Congress set aside
the sixteenth section of each township for school purposes, the twenty-ninth
section for religious purposes and the eighth, eleventh and twenty-sixth for
such purposes as Congress might determine in the future. This tract included what was known as the "Donation Tract" of 100,000 acres, the same
now being the northern part of Washington county. For this immense tract
the Ohio Company paid the government sixty-six and two-thirds cents an
acre.
T H E F R E N C H GRANT.
r

The secretary of the United Board of Treasury, William Duer, was instrumental in helping the Ohio Company to secure from Congress the option
on 3,000,000 acres lying west and north of the original purchase of this company. The title to this tract remained in the government and out of this
peculiar arrangement arose the Scioto Company, which was organized in
France. Hundreds of deluded Frenchmen invested their money in this tract
and received cloudy titles which caused no little trouble in later years. A
large number of these French settlers landed on the banks of the Ohio on
October 20, 1790, on the site of the present city of Gallipolis, which they
founded and named. The Scioto Company was incompetently managed, became insolvent and the land on which the unfortunate Frenchmen had settled
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reverted to the United States government. While the most of them remained,
there were many of them who went on farther west and located where other
French settlers had previously established themselves. The United States
treated the remaining French settlers in a very generous manner and by the
act of March 3, 1795, granted them 24,000 acres on the Ohio river within the
present limits of Scioto county.
T H E SYMMES PURCHASE.

In 1788 John Cleves Symmes and other men of New Jersey organized
the Miami Company and bought from the United States 1.000.000 acres, for
which the company agreed to pay sixtyr-six and two-thirds cents an acre. As
in the case of the purchase of the Ohio Company, the government made
reservations of school and church sections, as well as three additional sections
for general purposes. The Miami Company later found out that they had
contracted for more than they could pay and the records show that they
received and paid for only 311,682 acres in the southern part of the tract. It
is interesting to note that the present site of Cincinnati was sold by the company to one Matthias Denman for the sum of five hundred dollars. The city
of Cincinnati was founded the following year and the monument in that
city on Third street, between Broadway and Ludlow streets, marks the location of Fort Washington, which was erected to protect the infant city from
the Indians.
CONNECTICUT

RESERVE.

In the year 1786 the state of Connecticut relinquished all her claims to
lands in the Northwest Territory with the exception of a strip of 3,500,000
acres bordering Lake Erie. This immense tract became an integral part of
Ohio as the result of two separate acts on the part of Connecticut. The
state granted 500,000 acres in the western part of the reserve in 1792 to those
citizens of Connecticut whose homes had been burned by the British during
the Revolutionary W a r . The towns of Norwalk, Greenwich, Fairfield, New
Haven and New London furnished the greater part of the eighteen hundred
who took advantage of the generous offer of their state. The land was surveyed into townships of five miles square and divided among the settlers in
proportion to their losses. I n 1795 the Connecticut Land Company purchased
the rest of the reserve, amounting to 3,000,000 acres, and on April 28, 1800,
the United States government passed an act which paved the way for the
final absorption of the tract by the state of Ohio. In May, 1800, the Con-
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necticut Legislature accepted the offer of the United States and formally
renounced all claims to the territory in favor of the state of Ohio.
T H E VIRGINIA MILITARY DISTRICT.

The reservation was retained by Virginia when the state relinquished
her claim to Congress in 1784, being retained by the state for the use of the
Revolutionary soldiers who had enlisted from Virginia. It comprised the
territory between the Little Miami and Scioto rivers, but was not to be used
unless the lands claimed by Virginia south of the Ohio river proved insufficient to pay all of the bounties promised by Virginia to her soldiers. By the
year 1790 it was seen that Virginia would not have enough territory south
of the Ohio to satisfy all of her needs and accordingly, in August of that
year, Congress passed an act allowing the state to use the optional territory
north of the Ohio river. Owing to the fact that the territory was not surveyed according to any definite plan, the various allotments assigned to the
Virginia soldiers frequently overlapped and in many instances confusion and
litigation resulted.
T H E U N I T E D STATES MILITARY LANDS.

The Continental Congress during the Revolutionary War offered bounties
of Western lands in order to increase enlistments, and soldiers so secured
were given land warrants which they^ later presented to Congress and exchanged for land. On June 1, 1796, Congress passed an act which called upon
the surveyor-general of the United States to locate a tract in the Northwest Territory for the purpose of enabling the government to have land to
take up the land warrants which it had issued during the late war. The limits
of this particular tract began "at the northwest corner of the Seven Ranges,
thence south fifty miles, thence west to the Scioto river and along that river
to the Greenville treaty line, thence along that line and east to the place of
beginning." These lands were surveyed into townships five miles square and
each owner received a patent for his land signed by the President of the
United States.
T H E REFUGEE TRACT.

This tract was set aside by the Continental Congress in April, 1783, for
the benefit of such people as left Canada and Nova Scotia to help the
American colonies in their fight against England during the Revolution.
The subsequent congressional act of 1798 confirmed the act of the Continental
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Congress and on February 18, 1801, Congress definitely selected "those fractional townships of the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty-first and twenty-second ranges of townships joining the southern
boundary line of the military lands." This tract of four and a half miles
in width, and extending forty-two miles east of the Scioto river, pontained
more than twice as much as was needed to satisfy the claims of the refugees.
The part unclaimed by those for whom it was set aside was attached to
the Chillicothe land district and sold as Congress lands. It so happened that
the future capital of the state. Columbus, is in the extreme western side of
this tract.
CONGRESS LANDS.

Some of the tracts of land already described were Congress lands, viz.,
the French Grant, the Seven Ranges and the Refugee Tract. Congress retained and sold all lands not specifically relinquished to land companies and
established land offices for the purpose at different times at Marietta, Cincinnati, Steubenville, Chillicothe, Zanesville, Canton, Wooster, Piqua. Delaware, Wapakoneta, Lima and Upper Sandusky.
T H E MORAVIAN GRANT.

The congressional grant to the Ohio Company in 1787 reserved ten
thousand acres in what is now Tuscarawas county for the use of the Moravians and Christian Indians who had previously settled there, the title being
vested in the Moravian Brethren at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. A few years
later two thousand acres were added to the original grant and in 1823 the
territory reverted to the United States, with the exception of the cemeteries,
church yards and a few special leases.
DOHRMAN'S GRANT.

Congress granted all of township 13, range 7, in Tuscarawas county to
-one Henry Dohrman, a Portuguese citizen, who rendered valuable services
to the colonies during the Revolutionary War.
T H E MAUMEE ROAD LANDS.

In 1823 Congress granted to the state of Ohio about sixty thousand acres
for the purpose of constructing a road from the lower rapids of the Maumee
.river to the western limits of the Western Reserve of Connecticut.
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T H E T U R N P I K E LANDS.

In 1827 Congress granted to the state of Ohio forty-nine sections of
land in Seneca, Crawford and Marion counties, for the construction of a
road from Columbus to Sandusky.
CANAL GRANTS.

Between 1825 and 1845 Congress at different times made special grants
of land to the state of Ohio for canal purposes, and a total of about one
million acres were thus secured by the state. By the year 1S42 the state had
completed six hundred and fifty-eight miles of canals, at the staggering cost
to the state of $14,688,666:97, although before they were all completed the
railroads were in operation in the state.
SALT SECTIONS.

In the early history of the Northwest Territory salt was a commodity
hard to secure and necessarily high in price. Congress reserved every place
where it was thought salt could be obtained and in this- way helped the
settlers to get salt at least expense. In Ohio an entire township within
the present county of Jackson was reserved, as well as about four thousand
acres in Delaware county. In 1824 Congress relinquished its claim in favor
of Ohio.
T H E ZANE SECTIONS.

Ebenezer Zane, one of the most prominent of the men in the early history of the state, was granted three sections by Congress in 1796 in return
for his services in opening a road from Wheeling to Maysville. These three
sections were located at Zanesville, Chillicothe and Lancaster. Isaac Zane
was granted three sections in Champaign county by Congress for valuable
service to the colonies during the Revolution. Isaac Zane had been captured by the Indians when a small boy and spent the major portion of his
life with them, and his influence with the Indians was such that he proved to
be of great assistance to the colonies in handling them.
T H E MINISTERIAL LANDS.

These lands have been previously mentioned and were reserved only
in two grants, those of the Ohio Land Company and the Symmes Purchase.
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The grants to both set aside section twenty-nine of each township for religious
purposes.
SCHOOL SECTIONS.

Provisions for public schools were made in all states created by the
United States after the adoption of the constitution. The Ordinance of
1787 had made specific mention of the value of schools and a wise'Congress
set aside section sixteen of every township, which was surveyed into townships six miles square. The United States military lands were surveyed int<>
townships, five miles square, but Congress reserved one thirty-sixth of the
whole area for school purposes. There are no reservations in the Connecticut Reserve and Virginia Military District for school purposes, but Congress
made up for this by setting aside an amount equivalent to one thirty-sixth of
the area in each tract from other lands belonging to the United States. As a
matter of fact, one thirty-sixth of the whole state was reserved for school
purposes as well as three townships for universities.
OHIO POLITICS.

The politics of Ohio presents many interesting features, but this brief
summary can do little more than indicate the more important landmarks in
the political history of the state. The first governor of the Northwest Territory, Arthur St. Clair, was an ardent Federalist and undoubtedly his pronounced political views had something to do with his removal from the
office on November 22, 1802. From that time until 1836 the Democratic
party, or the Republican or Democratic-Republican, as it was at first called,
controlled the state, and it was not until William Henry Harrison, a "favorite
son," became a candidate for the presidency, that the Whigs were able to
break the strength of the Democratic party of the state. In 1836, 1840 and
1844 the Whigs carried the state for the President. The panic of 1837, the
popularity of Harrison and the Texas question were largely determining
factors in the success of the Whigs. The Democrats regained sufficient
power in 1848 to carry the state again, and repeated their victory in 1852. In
1856 John C. Fremont carried the state for the newly organized Republican
party and since that year there has been only one Democratic electoral vote
in the state of Ohio. In 1892 Grover Cleveland received one of Ohio's twentythree electoral votes, but with this exception the state has cast a solid ,
Republican vote for President every year since 1856. Ohio has furnished
five Presidents of the United States: William Henry Harrison, Rutherford
B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, William McKinley and William H. Taft.
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While the state has been registering Republican votes for the President,
it has had eight Democratic governors and has frequently elected them by
large majorities. A complete list of the governors of the state, with the
years of their tenure and their politics, is given at this point for reference:
Governor.
Edward Tiffin
Thomas Kirker (acting)
Samuel Huntington
Return Jonathan Meigs
Othniel Looker (acting)
Thomas Worthington
Ethan Allen Brown
Allen Trimble (acting)
Jeremiah Morrow
Allen Trimble
Duncan McArthur
:
Robert Lucas
Joseph Vance
Wilson Shannon
Thomas Corwin
Wilson Shannon
Thomas W. Bartley (acting)
Mordecai Bartley
William Bebb
Seabury Ford
Reuben Wood
William Medill (acting, 1853)
Salmon P. Chase
William Dennison, Jr.
_
David Tod
John Brough
Charles Anderson (acting)
Jacob D. Cox
Rutherford B. Hayes
Edward F. Noyes
William Allen
Rutherford B. Hayes
Thomas L. Young

Tenure.
-1803-07
1807-09
1809-11
1811-14
1814-15
1815-19
1819-22
1822-23
1823-27
1827-31
1831-33
1833-37
1837-39
1839-41
1841-43
1843-44
1844-45
1845-47
1847-49
1849-51
1851-53
1853-56
1856-60
1860-62
1862-64
1864-65
1865-66
1866-68
1S68-72
1872-74
1874-76
1876-77
1877-78

Politics
Democratic-Rep.
Democratic-Rep.
Democratic-Rep.
Democratic-Ret;
Democratic-Ref..
Democratic-Rep.
Democratic-Rep.
Democratic-Rep.
Democrat
Democrat
National Republican
Democrat
Whig
Democrat
Whig
Democrat
Democrat
Whig
Whig
Whig
Democrat
—Democrat
.—Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Democrat
Republican
Republican
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Governor.
Richard M. BishopCharles Foster
George Hoadley
Joseph Benson Foraker
James E. Campbell
William McKinley
Asa S. Bushnell
George K. Nash
Myron T. Herrick
John M. Patterson (died in office)
Andrew Litner Harris
Judson Harmon
James M. Cox
Frank B. Willis

Tenure.
1878-80
1880-84
1884-86
1886-90
1890-92
1892-96
1896-00
1900-04
1904-06
1906
1906-09
,_ 1909-13
1913-15
1915—
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Politics.
Democrat
Republican
Democrat
Republican
Democrat
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republican
Democrat
Republican
Democrat
Democrat
Republican

The political history of Ohio can not be dismissed without reference to
the amendments incorporated in the new constitution in 1912 which have made
the constitution practically a new instrument of government. The general
tendency of the thirty-three amendments is to make a freer expression of
democracy through the medium of the initiative and referendum, direct primaries and home rule for cities. A workmen's compensation law was enacted
which provides for compulsory contributions to an insurance fund by the
employers of the state. Many changes were made in providing for improvements in social and industrial conditions. Ohio now has a constitution
which is sufficiently flexible to allow changes to be made by amendment without the trouble of a constitutional convention.
BOUNDARY L I N E S .

The state boundaries of Ohio have been the cause for most animated
discussions, not only in regard to state limits but county and township lines
as well. In 1817, and again in 1834, a severe controversy arose over the
boundary between Ohio and Michigan which was settled only after violent
demonstrations and government interference.
In primitive times the geographical position, extent and surface diversities were but meagerly comprehended. In truth, it may be asserted they
could not have been more at variance with actual facts had they been laid out
""haphazard." The Ordinance of 1787 represented Lake Michigan far north
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of its real position, and even as late as 1812 its size and location had not been
definitely ascertained. During that year Amos Spafford addressed a clear,
comprehensive letter to the governor of Ohio relative to the boundary lines
between Michigan and Ohio. Several lines of survey were laid out as the
first course, but either Michigan or Ohio expressed disapproval in every case.
This dispute came to a climax in 1835 when the party beginning a "permanent" survey began at the northwest corner of the state and was attacked by a
force of Michigan settlers who sent them away badly routed and beaten. No
effort was made to return to the work until the state and various parties had
weighed the subject, and finally the interposition of the government became
necessary. A settlement resulted in the establishment of the present boundary
line between the two states, Michigan being pacified with the grant of a large
tract in the northern peninsula.
Ohio is situated between the 38° 25' and 42° north latitude, and
80' 30' and 84 0 50' west longitude from Greenwich, or 3 0 30' and 7 0 50'
west from Washington. From north to south it extends over two hundred
and ten miles, and from east to west two hundred and twenty miles—comprising thirty-nine thousand nine hundred and sixty-four square miles.
The state is generally higher than the Ohio river. In the southern
counties the surface is greatly diversified by the inequalities produced by
the excavating power of the Ohio river and its tributaries. The greater portion of the state was originally covered with timber, although in the central
and northwestern sections some prairies were found. The crest or watershed
between the waters of Lake Erie and those of the Ohio is less elevated than in
New York or Pennsylvania. Sailing upon the Ohio the country appears to
be mountainous, bluffs rising to the height of two hundred and fifty to six
hundred feet above the bed of the river. Ascending the tributaries of the
Ohio, these precipitous hills gradually lessen until they are resolved into
gentle undulations and toward the sources of these streams the land becomes
low and level.
Although Ohio has no inland lakes of importance, it possesses a favorable river system which gives the state a convenient water transportation.
The lake on the northern boundary, and the Ohio river on the south afford
convenient outlets by water to important points. The means of communication and transportation are superior in every respect, and are constantly being
increased by railroad and electric lines.

PREELE COUNTY, OHIO.

ORGANIZATION

61

OF COUNTIES AND EARLY EVENTS.

Adams county was named in honor of John Adams, the second President of the United States. Governor St. Clair proclaimed it a county on
July 10, 1797. The Virginia Military Tract included this section, and the
first settlement made within its boundaries was in this county in 1790-91,
between the Scioto and Little Miami, at Manchester, by Gen. Nathaniel
Massie. In this town was held the first court of the county. West Union,
the present county seat, was laid out by the Honorable Thomas Kirker. It
occupies the summit of a high ridge. The surface of this county is hilly and
broken, and the eastern part is not fertile. It produces corn, wheat and oats.
Its hills are composed of aluminous shale.
Ashland county, one of the finest agricultural sections, was formed
February 26, 1846. Wheat, oats, corn, potatoes, grass and fruit are raised.
Ashland is its county seat and was laid out by William Montgomery in 1816.
It was called Uniontown for several years. Daniel Carter raised the first
cabin within the county limits in 1811.
Auglaize county was formed in February, 1848, from Allen and Mercer
counties. Wapakoneta is its county seat. Auglaize is a great agricultural
•county, producing all the kinds of grain raised in Ohio.
Allen county was formed from the Indian territory April 1, 1820. Lima
is its county seat. In Allen county are some of the greatest gas and oil fields
in the United States, and the section is also very rich in agriculture.
Ashtabula county was created June 7, 1807, and was organized January
22, 1811. The surface is level near the lake, while the remainder is undulating. The soil is mostly clay. This was the first county settled on the
Western Reserve and also the earliest in northern Ohio. On the 4th of
July, 1796, the first surveying party arrived at the mouth of Conneaut creek.
Judge James Kingsbury was the first who wintered there with his family.
H e was the first man to use a sickle in the first wheat field in the Western Reserve. Their child was the first born on the Western Reserve and was
starved to death. The first regular settlement was at'Harpersfield in 1798.
Jefferson is the county seat. Ashtabula is pleasantly situated on the river,
with a fine harbor two and a half miles from the village. The first church on
the Western Reserve was founded at Austinburg in 1801.
Athens county was formed from Washington March 1, 1805. It produces wheat, corn, oats and tobacco. The surface is hilly and broken, with
rich bottom lands between. Coal, iron ore and salt add materially to its com-
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mercial value. Athens, its county seat, is situated on the Hocking river.
Ohio University, the first college founded in the state, is located here.
Brown county was formed March i, 1818, from Adams and Clermont.
It produces wheat, corn, rye and oats. The southern part is prolific in grain,
while the northern is adapted to grazing purposes. The surface is undulating,
with the exception of the Ohio river hills. Over this county Tecumseh once
held sway. Georgetown, the county seat, was laid out in 1819. Ripley isthe largest business town in the county.
Belmont county was created by Governor St. Clair September 7, 1801.
It produces large crops of wheat, oats, corn and tobacco. It is a picturesque
tract of country, and was one of the pioneers in the early settled portions. In
1790 Fort Dillie was erected on the west side of the Ohio. Baker's Fort was
a mile below the mouth of the Captina. Many desperate Indian battles were
fought within the limits of this county, and the famous Indian scout, Lewis
Wetzel, roamed over the region. Saint Clairsville is the county seat, situated,
on the elevation of land, in a fertile district. Captain Kirkwood and Elizabeth Zane, of historic fame, were early pioneers here.
Butler county was formed in 1803 from Hamilton. It is within the
blue limestone formation, and one of the most fertile sections of Ohio. Hamilton, the county seat, is situated on the Great Miami. Its hydraulic works
furnish superior water power. Rossville, on the opposite side of the Miami,
is a large mercantile town. St. Clair passed through this county on his
Indian campaigns in 1791, building Fort Hamilton on the Miami.
Champaign county was formed March 1, 1805, from Greene and Franklin. It is drained by Mad river and its tributaries. The soil is fertile, and
produces wheat, corn, barley, hay, while beef and wool add to the general
wealth. Urbana, the county seat, was laid out in 1805, by Col. William Ward.
He was the chief owner of the land and donated many lots to the county
under condition that their proceeds be devoted to public improvements. Joseph
Vance and George Fithian were the first settlers. The Methodists built the
first church in 1807. The main army of Hull concentrated at this point before
setting out for Detroit. Many Indian councils were called here and Tecumseh
was located for a time near Deer creek.
Carroll county was formed from Columbiana in 1832-33. It produces
wheat, oats and corn, and valuable coal and iron. The surface is hilly. Carrollton is its county seat.
Clark county was formed March 1, 1817, from Champaign, Madison
.and Green. Its second settlement was at Kreb's Station in 1796. It ishighly cultivated, well watered and very fertile. Tecumseh, the old Indian
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warrior, was born at the ancient Indian village of Piqua, on the Mad river
on the site of New Boston. Piqua was destroyed by Gen. George Rogers
Clark. Skeletons, beads, gun barrels, tomahawks, kettles, etc., have been
found in the vicinity. Springfield, the county seat, is situated on the national
road. It has convenient transportation facilities, is handsomely laid out, and
is noted for its cultured citizens. It is near Mad river and Buck creek runs
through it.
Clinton county was formed in 1810. Its surface is undulating, in some
parts hilly, and the soil fertile. The county was settled in 1798-99. Wilmington is the county seat, and was laid out in 1810. The first log house was
built by William Hobsin. Clinton county is rich in agriculture and is noted
for its macadamized roads.
Clermont county was the eighth formed in the Northwest Territory by
proclamation of Governor St. Clair, December 9, 1800. The soil is exceedingly rich, and the surface is broken and, near the Ohio, hilly. Wheat, corn,
oats, hay, potatoes, tobacco, barley, buckwheat and rye form the main crops.
Batavia, its county seat, is situated on the Little Miami river and was laid out
in 1820 by George Ely.
Columbiana county was formed March 25, 1803, from Jefferson and
Washington. Its soil is very fertile, producing wheat, corn, oats and potatoes.
It is wealthy in mineral deposits, coal, iron ore, lime and freestone being
abundant. Its water-lime stone is of superior quality. It was settled in 1797.
Lisbon is the county seat. The first paper mill in Ohio was erected in this
county, on Little Beaver creek, by John Coulter and John Bever.
Coshocton county was organized April 1, 1811. Hills and valleys alternate along the Muskingum river. Coal and iron ore add to its general importance. Coshocton, the county seat, is built on four wide, natural terraces,
at the junction of the Tuscarawas and Walhonding.
Cuyahoga county was formed June 7, 1807, from Geauga county. Near
the lake the soil is sandy, while a clayey loam may be found elsewhere. As
early as 1775 there was a French settlement within the boundaries of Cuyahoga. In 1786 a Moravian missionary came to the present site of Cleveland and settled in an abandoned village of the Ottawas. Circumstances prevented a permanent settlement, and the British tacitly took possession, even
remaining upon the lake shores after the Revolution. The first permanent
settlement was made at Cleveland in 1796. Job V. Stiles and family
and Edward Paine passed the first winter there, their log cabin standing
where the Commercial Bank is now located. Rodolphus Edwards and Nathaniel Doane settled here. In 1813 the town was a depot of supplies and a
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rendezvous for troops engaged in the war. Cleveland, the county seat, is
situated at the northern termination of the Old Ohio canal on the lake shore.
In 1814 it was incorporated as a village, and in 1836 as a city. Its elevation
is about a hundred feet above the lake. Ohio City is another important town
nearly opposite Cleveland on the Cuyahoga. It was incorporated in 1836.
Crawford county was formed April 1, 1820, from the old Indian Territory. The entire county is adapted to grazing. The soil is generally composed of rich vegetable loam and in some parts the subsoil is clay mixed with
lime. Rich beds of shell marl have been discovered. Bucyrus, the county
seat, was laid out February 11, 1822, by Samuel Norton and James Kilbourn, original owners of the land. The first settler in the town proper was
Samuel Norton. Crawford's sulphur springs are located nine miles from
Bucyrus. The water is impregnated with sulphuretted hydrogen and deposits
a. reddish-purple sediment. In its nature the water is a cathartic, and is
diuretic and diaphoretic in its effect. The Annapolis Sulphur Springs is clear
and has gained considerable fame by its curative qualities. Opposite Bucyrus
is a chalybeate spring of tonic qualities.
Darke county wras organized in March, 1817, from Miami county. In
this county occurred the lamentable defeat of St. Clair, and the treaty of
Greenville. Greenville, the county seat, was laid out August 10, 1808, by
Robert Gray and John Dover. In December, 1793, Wayne built Fort Greenville on this spot, which covered about the same extent as the present town.
Delaware county was formed February 10, 1808, from Franklin. Delaware, the county seat, was laid out in the spring of 1808, by Moses Byxbe.
Because of its rich soil, Delaware is an important agricultural county. The
Tiistoric streams, the Scioto and Olentangy rivers, run through the county a
long distance.
Defiance county was created March 4, 1845, from Williams, Henry
and Paulding. The Maumee, Tiffin and Auglaize flow through it. The
county is now one of the largest producers of sugar beets in Ohio. Defiance,
the county seat, is situated on the Maumee. It was laid out in 1822 by B.
Level and H. Phillips. A large Indian settlement occupied its site in very
•early times. Wayne arrived here August 8, 1794, captured the place, finding
about one thousand acres of corn, peach and apple orchards and vegetables
•of all varieties. Here he built Fort Defiance.
Erie county was formed in 1838 from Huron and Sandusky. The soil
is alluvial and yields large crops of wheat, corn, oats and potatoes. It possesses inexhaustible quarries of limestone and freestone. The Erie tribe is
:said to have once occupied the land and were extirpated by the Iroquois. As
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early as 1754, the French had built settlements here. In 1764 the county was
overrun by Pontiac, who came here with warlike demonstrations, but made
peace with the whites. Erie was included in the "Fire lands" of the Western
Reserve. Sandusky City is the county seat and was laid out in 1817, then
termed Portland. At that time it contained two log huts. The town is finely
situated and is based upon an inexhaustible quarry of the finest limestone.
In the "patriot war" with the Canadians, this city was the rendezvous for the
"patriots."
Franklin county was formed April 30, 1803, from Ross. It was in early
times occupied by the Wyandot Indians. Its first white settlement was made
in 1797 by Robert Armstrong and others. Franklinton was laid out in 1797
by Lucas Sullivant. Worthington was settled by the Scioto Company in 1S01.
Colonel Kilbourn, who was interested in the work, constructed the first map
of Ohio during his exploration by uniting sectional diagrams. Columbus,
the capital of the state, is also the county seat of Franklin county. In 1810
the sessions of the Legislature were held at Chillicothe. in 1811 and 1812 at
Zanesville, removing again to Chillicothe, and in 18r6, being located at
Columbus. The town was laid out during the spring of 1812. A penitentiary
was erected in 1813 and the state house was built in 1814. It was incorporated as "the borough of Columbus" February 10, 1816. The city charter was
granted March 3, 1834. It is beautifully located on the east bank of the
Scioto. The Ohio Lunatic Asylum, the Ohio Institution for the Education
of the Blind and the Ohio Institution for the Education of the Deaf and
Dumb are located at Columbus.
Fairfield county was formed by proclamation of Governor St. Clair,
December 9, 1800. The soil is varied, being in some parts exceedingly rich,
and in others very sterile. Lancaster, the county seat, was laid out by
Ebenezer Zane in 1800. In 1797 he opened the road known as "Zane's
Trace," from Wheeling to Limestone—now Maysville. It passed through
Lancaster at a fording about three hundred yards below the present turnpike
bridge.
Fayette county was formed from Ross and Highland in 1810. Washington, its county seat, was laid out in 1810. Colonel Stewart was active in
the interests of this section and his memory is sacredly revered. Jesse Millikan was prominent in early public affairs. Fayette is one of the richest agricultural counties in the state and is especially noted for the raising of fine
horses.
s
Fulton county, bordering on Michigan, was organized in 1850. It is

(5)
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drained by Bean creek and other small affluents of the Maumee river. The
surface is nearly level and the soil fertile. Wauseon is the county seat.
Guernsey county was organized in March, 1810. It produces wheat,
corn and oats. Cambridge is the county seat and was laid out in June, 1806.
Mr. Graham was the first settler on the site of the town and his was the only
dwelling between Lancaster and Wheeling. The first cannel coal found in
the county was discovered near Mill's creek.
Greene county was formed May 1, 1803, from Hamilton and Ross. It
produces wheat, corn, rye, grass seed, oats, barley, sheep and swine. The
Shawnee town was on the Little Miami and was visited by Capt. Thomas
Bullitt in 1773. When Daniel Boone was captured in 1778, he was brought to
this town and escaped the following year.
General Clark invaded this
county and the Indians reduced the town to ashes. Xenia, the county seat,
was laid off in the forest in 1803 by Joseph C. Vance. The first cabin was
erected in April, 1804, by John Marshall. The Rev. James Fowler built the
first hewed-log cabin. David A. Sanders, built the first frame house. Nine
miles north of the town on the Little Miami river are the Yellow Springs,
which are impregnated with sulphur.
Geauga county was formed in 1805 from Trumbull. It is situated at
the head of Chargrine, Cuyahoga and a part of Grand rivers, on high ground
and is subjected to snow storms more frequently than any other part of the
reserve. Its first settlement was made in 1798 at Burton. Chardon is fourteen miles from Lake Erie and is six hundred feet above it. It was laid out
as the county seat in 1808.
Gallia county was formed April 30, 1803, from Washington. The surface is generally broken. Its first settlement was made in 1791 by a French
colony at Gallipolis. This colony was sent out under the auspices of the
Scioto Company. This town is now the county seat.
Hamilton county was the second established, in the Northwest Territory by proclamation of Governor St. Clair, January 2, 1790. Its surface is
generally rolling. It produces the ordinary farm products and a great variety
of fruits and vegetables for the Cincinnati market. This county was the
second settled in Ohio and the first within the Symmes Purchase. Settlers
arrived at the spot now occupied by Cincinnati and three or four log cabins
were erected. Gen. Arthur St. Clair arrived here in January, 1790. The
army of Wayne encamped here later, at Fort Washington. Mr. Maxwell
established, in .1793, the Sentinel of the Northwestern. Territory, the first
newspaper printed north of the Ohio river. In 1796 Edward Freeman became its proprietor and changed the name to Freeman's Journal. January
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11, 1794, two keel-boats sailed from Cincinnati to Pittsburgh, making regular trips every four weeks. In 1801 the first sea vessel built at Marietta came
down the Ohio. Cincinnati, the county seat, was incorporated January 2,
1802. It was chartered as a city in 1819. The city is beautifully laid out and
delightfully situated. Its public buildings are elegant and substantial, including the court house and many literary and charitable institutions.
Cincinnati is a large manufacturing- city and possesses fine water-power
facilities. It communicates with the world by means of the Ohio river, railways and electric lines. North Bend is another prominent town in this
county, having been the residence of Gen. William H. Harrison and the
site of his burial place. The town was of considerable importance in the
early settlement of the state. About thirty yards from Harrison's tomb is
the grave of Judge Symmes.
Hancock county was formed April 1, 1820. The surface is level and its
soil is fertile. Blanchard's Fork waters the central and southern part of the
county. Findlay, the county seat, was laid out by ex-Governor Joseph
Vance and Elnathan Corry in 1821. It was relaid in 1829. William Vance
settled there in the fall of 1821. Hancock county has extensive gas and oil
fields.
Hardin county was formed April 1, 1820, from the old Indian Territory. A portion of the surface is level and the remainder undulating. Fort
McArthur was built on the Scioto river but proved a weak stockade. Kenton
is the county seat, situated on the Scioto river.
Harrison county was formed from Jefferson and Tuscarawas, January
1, 1814. The surface is hilly," abounding in coal and limestone. Its soil is
clayey. In April, 1799, Alexander Henderson and family settled in this
county, and at the same time Daniel Peterson and his family resided at the
forks of Short creek. The early settlers were much annoyed by Indians and
wild beasts. Cadiz is the county seat and was laid out in 1803 and 1804 by
Messrs. Briggs and Beatty.
Henry county was formed from the old Indian Territory April 1, 1820.
Indian corn, oats, potatoes and maple sugar constitute the main products.
The county is well supplied with running streams and the soil is unusually
rich. The soil is superior for grain. Fruit thrives and all varieties of vegetables are produced in large quantities. Simon Girty, notorious for his
wicked career, resided in this county. Girty led the attack on Fort Henry in
September, 1777. He demanded the surrender of the fort, and menaced its
inmates with an Indian massacre in case of refusal. The action began, but
the fort gained the victory. He led a ferocious band of Indians and com-
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mitted the most fiendish atrocities. Napoleon, the county seat, is situated on
the Maumee river.
Highland county was formed in May, 1805, from Ross, Adams and
Clermont. It is a wealthy, productive county. Its first settlement began in
1801, at New Market by Oliver Ross, Robert Keeston, George W. Barrere,
Bernard Weyer and others. Simon Kenton made a trace through this county
in early times. Hillsboro is the county seat and was laid out in 1807 by David
Hays on the land of Benjamin Ellicott. It is situated on the dividing ridge
between the Miami and Scioto. The Hillsboro Academy was founded in
1827.
Hocking county was formed March 1, 1818, from Ross, Athens and
Fairfield. Its surface is broken and hilly, but is level and fertile beside the
streams. The Wyandots once occupied this tract and built a large town
herein. In 1798 a few white families ventured to settle. Logan is its county
seat and is situated on the Hocking river.
Holmes county was formed from Coshocton, Tuscarawas and Wayne
January 20, 1824. The southwestern portion is broken. Thomas Butler was
the first settler in 1810. Millersburg is the county seat and was laid out in
1830. This is an excellent agricultural county.
Huron county was organized in 1815. Norwalk is the county seat.
Jackson county was organized March, 1816. The country is rich in
minerals and abounds in coal and iron ore. Jackson, the county seat, was
laid out in 1817. The old Scioto salt works were among the first worked in
Ohio by the whites. Prior to this period the Indians came some distance to
this section to make salt. When Daniel Boone was a prisoner he spent some
time at these works.
Jefferson county was proclaimed by Governor St. Clair July 29, 1797,
and was the fifth county established in Ohio. Its resources in coal are also
extensive. The surface is hilly and the soil fertile, producing wheat, corn
and oats. The old "Mingo" town was on the present farms of Jeremiah
Hallock and Daniel Potter, The troops of Colonel Williamson rendezvoused at this point when they set out in their cruel Moravian campaign
and also the troops of Colonel Crawford, when they started on the campaign
against the Sandusky Indians. Here Logan, the powerful and manly chief
of the Mingo nation, once resided. He took no active part in the old French
war, which closed in 1760, except that of a peacemaker. He was a stanch
friend of the whites until the abominable and unprovoked murder of his
father, brother and sister, which occurred in 1774 near the Yellow creek.
He then raised the battle cry and sought revenge.
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However, Logan was remarkably magnanimous toward prisoners who
fell into his hands. The year 1793 was the last spent in Indian warfare in
Jefferson county. Fort Steuben was erected on the present site of Steubenville, the county seat, in 1789. It was constructed of block-houses, with
palisade fences and was dismantled during Wayne's campaign. Bezaleel
Wells and Hon. James Ross laid the town out in 1798. It was incorporated
February 14, 1805. It was situated upon an elevated plain. In 1814 Messrs.
Wells and Dickerson built a woolen manufactory and introduced Merino
sheep to the county.
Knox county was formed March 1, 1808, from Fairfield. It is drained
by the Vernon river. Mount Vernon was laid out in 1805. The early settlers
found two wells on the Vernon river built of hammered stone, neatly laid,
and near by was a salt-lick. Their direct origin remains a mystery. Gilman
Bryant, in 1807, opened the first store in Mount Vernon. The Indians came
to Mount Vernon in large numbers for the purpose of trading in furs and
cranberries. Each Saturday the settlers worked on the streets, extracting
stumps and improving the highway. The first settler north of the place was
N. M. Young, who built his cabin in 1803. Mount Vernon is now the county
seat, beautifully situated on Vernon river. Kenyon College is located at
Gambier. This institution was established under the auspices of Bishop
Chase in July, 1826, in the center of a four-thousand-acre tract belonging to
Kenyon College. It was chartered as a theological seminary.
Lucas county is of comparatively recent origin. This county is situated
in the Maumee valley, which was the great arena of historical events. The
frightful battle of Wayne's campaign, where the Indians found the British
to be traitors, was fought near Fort Miami in this county. Maumee City was
laid out in 1817 by Major William Oliver and others. It is situated on the
Maumee at the head of navigation. The surface is one hundred feet above
the water level. This town, with Perrysburg, its neighbor, is exceedingly
picturesque and was in early times frequented by the Indians. The French
had a trading post at this point in 1680, and in 1794 the British Fort Miami •
was built. Toledo, the county seat, is on the left bank of the Maumee and
covers the site of a stockade fort, known as Fort Industry, erected in 1800.
An Indian treaty was concluded here July 4, 1805, by which the Indians relinquished all rights to the "fire lands." In 1832 Capt. Samuel Allen gave an
impetus to the place and Major Stickney also became interested in its advancement. Speculation in lots began in 1834. The Wabash & Erie canal
interest arose in 1836. Mr. Mason and Edward Bissel added their energies
to assist the growth of the town. It was incorporated as a city in 1836. It
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was the center of the military operations in the "Ohio and Michigan war,"
known as the "boundary conflict."
Lorain county was formed from Huron, Cuyahoga and Medina on
December 26, 1822. The soil is generally fertile and the surface level. A
curious relic has been found in this county, bearing the date of 1533. Elyria
is the county seat and was laid out in 1817. The first settler was Hemail
Ely. Oberlin is situated about eight miles southwest of Elyria. Oberlin
College has attained a wide reputation.
Logan county was formed March I, 1817. The surface is broken and
hilly near the Mad river, but is generally level. The Shawnee Indians were
destroyed in 1786 by a body of Kentuckians under Gen. Benjamin Logan.
The whites surprised the towns. However, they returned after the work of
destruction had been completed and for many years frequented the section.
On the site of Zanesfield was a Wyandot village. By the treaty of September
29, 1817, the Senecas and Shawnees held a reservation around Lewistown.
April 6. 1832, they vacated this right and removed west. Isaac Zane was
born about the year 1753 and was, while a boy, captured and afterward
adopted by the Wyandots. Attaining the age of manhood, he had no desire
to return to his people. He married a Wyandot woman, who was half
French. After the treaty of Greenville he bought one thousand eight hundred acres on the site of Zanesfield, where he lived until the year 1816, when
he died, lamented by all his friends. Logan county was settled about the year
1806. During the War of 1812 it was a rendezvous for friendly Indians.
Belle fontaine, the county seat, was laid out March 18, 1820, on land owned
by John Tulles and William Powell. Joseph Gordon built a cabin and Anthony Ballard erected the first frame dwelling. Gen. Simon Kenton is buried
at the head of Mad river, five miles from Belle fontaine. He died April 29,
1836, aged eighty-one years and twenty-six days. This remarkable man
came west to Kentucky in 1771. He probably encountered more thrilling
escapes than any other man of his time. In 1778 he was captured and suffered extreme cruelties and was ransomed by the British. He soon recovered
his robust health and escaped from Detroit the following spring. He settled
in Urbana in 1802. He was commissioned brigadier-general of the militia
and in the War of 1812 joined General Harrison's army. In the year 1820
he removed to Mad river. General Vance and Judge Burnet secured him a
pension of twenty dollars a month.
Licking county was formed from Fairfield March 1, 1808. The surface
is generally level, diversified by slight hills in the eastern portion. Coal and
iron ore of good quality add to the wealth of the county. Newark is the
county seat, and is situated at the confluence of the three principal branches
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of the Licking. In 1801 it was laid out by Gen. William C. Schenk, George
W. Burnet and John M. Cummings, who owned this military section of four
thousand acres. In 1802 Samuel Elliott and Samuel Parr built hewed-log
houses. The picturesque "Narrows of the Licking" are in the eastern part
of the county. Within the county are ancient fortifications, the most noted in
the state of Ohio, containing about three hundred acres. The engineering is
of the best and the works have frequently been visited by European scientists.
The breastworks are lined with old trees and the trenches are now great canals.
Lawrence county was organized March 1, 1816. There are many high
and abrupt hills in this section, which abound in sand and freestone. It is
rich in minerals and the most important section of Ohio for iron manufacture. Coal is abundant and white clay exists in the western part suitable for
pottery purposes. The county was settled in 1797 by the Dutch and Irish.
The iron region extends through the west part of this county. Ironton is
the county seat.
Lake county was formed from Geauga and Cuyahoga March 6, 1840.
The soil is good and the surface rolling. As early as 1799 a settlement was
formed at Mentor. Painesville, the county seat, is situated on Grand river
in a beautiful valley. Painesville was laid out by Henry Champion in 1805.
At Fairport the first warehouse in this section and probably the first on the
lake, was built by Abraham Skinner in 1803. This town has a fine harbor
and has a light-house and beacon. Kirtland, southwest from Painesville,
was, in 1834, the headquarters of the Mormons. At that time they numbered
about three thousand. The old Mormon temple is of rough stone, plastered
over, colored blue, and marked to imitate regular courses of masonry.
Madison county was organized in March, 1810. The surface is generally level. Jonathan Alder was much interested in the settlement of the
county. Captured when a child, he had lived with the Indians many years
and had formed a lasting affection for them, and he married a squaw. He
became dissatisfied with his Indian wife and this caused him to look up his
own family. He succeeded through the assistance of John Moore. He left
his Indian wife and joined his people.
This county was first settled in 1795. Benjamin Springer made a clearing and built a cabin. Joshua Ewing brought four sheep to this place and
the Indians exhibited great astonishment over these strange animals. When
the hostilities of 1812 began, the British offered inducements to the Indians
to join them and they consulted Alder regarding the best policy to adopt. He
advised them to preserve neutrality until a later period, which they did, and
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eventually became firm friends of the Americans. London is the county seat
and was laid out in 1810-11 by Patrick McLane.
Marion county was organized March 1, 1824. The soil is fertile and
produces extensive farm crops. The Delaware Indians once held a reservation here and conceded their claims August 3, 1829, and then removed west
of the Mississippi. Marion, the county seat, was laid out in 1821 by Eber
Baker and Alexander Holmes. General Harrison marched through this section during his campaign.
Mahoning county was formed in 1846 from Trumbull and Columbiana.
The surface is rolling and the soil generally fertile. Bituminous coal and
iron are found in large quantities. Col. James Hillman came to the WesternReserve in 1786. The settlement of the county went forward. Youngstown
is the county seat.
Medina county was formed from the Western Reserve February 12,.
1812. The surface is rolling and the soil is fertile, producing fine agricultural products. The first trail through the county was made by George
Poe, Joseph H. Larwell and Roswell M. Mason. The first settlement was
made by Joseph Harris in 1811. He was soon joined by the Burr Brothers.
Medina is the county seat.
Meigs county was formed from Gallia and Athens April 1, 1819. The
general character of the soil is clayey, producing large quantities of wheat,
oats, corn, hay and potatoes. Pomeroy, the county seat, is situated under a
lofty hill, surrounded by picturesque scenery. Nathaniel Clark was the first
settler of the county. He arrived in 1816. The first coal mine opened in
Pomeroy was in 1819 by David Bradshaw.
Mercer county was formed from the Indian Territory in 1820. The surface is generally flat. St. Clair's battle was fought on the boundary line between this and Darke county. Lewis Cass and Duncan McArthur made a
treaty on St. Mary's with the Wyandots, Shawnees and Ottawas in 1818.
The odious Simon Girty lived at one time at St. Mary's. Wayne built St.
Mary's fort on the west bank of the river. John Whistler was the last commander of the fort. The largest artificial lake in the world, so it is asserted,
is formed by the reservoir supplying the St. Mary's feeder of the Miami Extension Canal. It is about nine miles long and from two to four broad.
Celina is the county seat.
Miami county was formed January 16, 1807, from Montgomery. It
abounds in excellent limestone and possesses remarkable water-power facilities. Its agricultural products rank high in quality and quantity. John
Knoop came into this section about the year 1797 and its first settlement:
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began about this time. Troy, the county seat, is situated upon the Great
Miami. Piqua is the largest city in the county.
Monroe county was formed January 29, 1813, from Belmont, Washington and Guernsey. A portion of its surface is abrupt and hilly. Large
quantities of tobacco are raised. Iron ore and coal abound. The valleys of
the streams are very narrow, bounded by rough hills. In some places are
natural rock grottoes. The first settlement was made in 1799 near the mouth
of the Sunfish. At this time wolves were numerous and caused much alarm.
Volney entered this county but was not prepossessed in its favor. One township was settled by the Swiss. Woodsfield is the county seat.
Montgomery county was formed from Ross and Hamilton May 1,
1803. The soil is fertile and its agricultural products are most excellent.
Quarries of grayish-white limestone are found east of the Miami. Dayton
is the county seat, situated on the Great Miami at the mouth of Mad river.
A company was formed in 1788, but Indian wars prevented settlement. After
Wayne's treaty in 1795, a new company was formed. It advanced rapidly
between the years 1812 and 1820. The beginning of the Miami canal renewed its prosperity in 1827. The first canal-boat from Cincinnati arrived
at Dayton on the 25th of January, 1829. The first one arrived from Lake
Erie in June, 1845. Col. Robert Patterson came to Dayton in 1804. At one
time he owned Lexington, Kentucky, and about one-third of Cincinnati.
Morgan county was organized in 1818, March 1. The surface is hilly
and the soil strong and fertile, producing wheat, corn, oats and tobacco..
Pork is a prolific product and considerable salt is made. The first settlement
was made in 1790 on the Muskingum. McConnelsville is the county seat.
Mr. Ayres made the first attempt to produce salt in 1817.
Morrow county was organized in 1848. It is drained by the Vernonriver, which rises in it, by the East Branch of the Olentangy or Whetstone
river, and by Walnut creek. The surface is undulating and the soil fertile..
The staple products are corn, wheat, oats, hay, wool and butter. Mount
Gilead, the county seat, is situated on the East Branch of the Olentangy river.
Muskingum county was formed from Washington and Fairfield. The
surface is rolling or hilly. It produces wheat, com, oats, potatoes, tobacco,
wool and pork. Large quantities of bituminous coal are found. Salt ismade in large quantities—the fine being obtained from a stratum of whitish
sandstone. The Wyandots, Delawares, Senecas and Shawnees Indians once
inhabited this section. An Indian town occupied the site of Duncan's Falls.
A large Shawnee town was located near Dresden. Zanesville is the county
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seat, situated opposite the mouth of the Licking. It was laid out in 1799 by
Mr. Zane and Mr. Mclntire. This is one of the principal towns in the state.
Noble county, organized in 1851, is drained by Seneca, Duck and Wills
creeks. The surface is undulating and a large part of it is covered with forests. The soil is fertile. Among its mineral resources are limestone, coal
and petroleum. Near Caldwell, the county seat, are found iron ore, coal and
salt.
Ottawa county was formed from Erie, Sandusky and Lucas March 6,
1840. It was very thinly settled before 1830. Extensive plaster beds exist
on the peninsula, which extends into Lake Erie. It has also large limestone quarries, which are extensively worked. The very first trial at arms
upon the soil of Ohio, during the War of 1812, occurred upon this peninsula.
Port Clinton, the county seat, was laid out in 1S27.
Perry county was formed from Washington, Fairfield and Muskingum
March 1, 1817. Fine tobacco is raised in large quantities. Wheat, corn,
oats, hay, cattle, pork and wool add to the general wealth. This county was
first settled in 1801. The first settler was Christian Binckley, who built the
first cabin in the county, about five miles west of Somerset, near the present
•county line. New Lexington is the county seat.
Paulding county was formed from old Indian Territory August 1, 1820.
It is very rich in agriculture and produces corn, wheat, sugar beets and oats.
Paulding is the county seat.
Pickaway county was formed from Fairfield, Ross and Franklin January
12, 1810. The county has woodland, barren, plain and prairie. The barrens
were covered by shrub oaks and when cleared are adapted to the raising of
•corn and oats. The Pickaway plains are three and a half miles west of Circleville and this tract is said to contain the richest land in Ohio. Here, in the
olden times, burned the great council fires of the red man. Here the allied
tribes met General Lewis, who fought the battle of Point Pleasant. Duntnore's campaign was terminated on these plains. It was at the Chillicothe
towns, after Dunmore's treaty, that Logan delivered his famous speech.
Circleville, the county seat, is situated on the Scioto river and the Ohio canal.
I t was laid out in 1810 by Daniel Dresbach. It is situated on the site of
ancient fortifications.
Portage county was formed June 7, 1807, from Trumbull. It is a
wealthy, thriving section. It also produces wheat,-corn, oats, barley, buckwheat, rye, butter and wool. Ravenna is the county seat and was originally
-settled by the Hon. Benjamin Tappen in June, 1799. In 1806 an unpleasant
•difficulty arose between the settlers and a camp of Indians in Deerfield,
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•caused by a horse trade between a white man and an Indian. David Daniels
settled on the site of Palmyra in 1799.
Pike county was organized in 1815. The surface is generally hilly,
which abounds with freestone, which is exported in large quantities for building purposes. Rich bottom lands extend along the Scioto and its tributaries.
John Nolan and the three Chenoweth brothers settled on the Pee Pee prairie
about 1796. Piketown, the former county seat, was laid out about 1 <S 14.
Waverly, the present. county seat, is situated on the Scioto river.
Preble county was formed March 1, 1808. from Montgomery and 1 Sutler. The soil is varied. Eaton, the county seat, was laid out-in 1800. by
William Bruce, who owned the land. An overflowing well of strong sulphur
water is near the town, while directly beside it is a limestone quarrv. Holderman's quarry is about two miles distant, from which is obtained a beautifully
clouded gray stone. Fort St. Clair was built near Eaton in the winter of
1791-92. General Harrison was an ensign at the time and commanded a
guard every other night for three weeks during the building. The severe
battle of November 6, 1792. was fought under its very guns. Little Turtle,
a distinguished chief of the Miamis, roamed over this county for a time. He
was witty, brave and earnest and, although engaged in several severe contests with the whites, he was inclined toward peace. But when his warriors
cried for war he led them bravely.
Putnam county was formed April 1, 1820, from old Indian Territory.
The soil is fertile, its principal productions being wheat, corn, potatoes and
oats. Kalida, once the county seat, was laid out in 1834. Ottawa is the
county seat.
Ross county was formed August 20, 1798, by the proclamation of
Governor St. Clair and was the ninth county formed in the Northwest
Territory. The Scioto river and Paint creek run through it, bordered with
fertile lands. It exports cattle and hogs. The Rev. Robert W. Finley, in
1794, addressed a letter of inquiry to Col. Nathaniel Massie, as many of his
associates had designed settling in the new state. This resulted in packing
their several effects and setting out. A trivial Indian encounter was the
only interruption they met with on their way. After Wayne's treaty. Colonel
Massie and many of these early explorers met again and formed a settlement—in 1796—at the mouth of Paint creek. In August of this year, Chillicothe was laid out by Colonel Massie in a dense forest. He donated lots to
the early settlers. A ferry was established over the Scioto and the opening
•of Zane's trace assisted the progress of settlement. Chillicothe, the county
:seat, is situated on the Scioto. Its site is thirty feet above the river. In
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1800 it was the seat of the Northwest territorial government. It was incorporated as a city in January, 1802. During the War of 1812, the city
was a rendezvous for the United States troops. A large number of British
were at one time guarded here. Adena is a beautiful place and the seat of
Governor Worthington's mansion, which was built in 1806.
Richland was organized March 1, 1813. It was settled about 1809 on
branches of the Mohican. Two block-houses were built in 1812. Mansfield,
the county seat, is charmingly situated and was laid out in 1808 by Jacob'
Newman, James Hedges and Joseph H. Larwell. The county was at that
period a vast wilderness, destitute of roads. From this year the settlement
progressed rapidly.
Sandusky county was formed April 1, 1820, from the old Indian Territory. The soil is fertile and country generally level. Near Lower Sandusky
lived a band of Wyandots, called the Neutral Nation. They preserved
their peacemaking attributes through the Iroquois conflicts. Freemont, formerly called Lower Sandusky, the county seat, is situated at the head of navigation on the Sandusky on the site of the old reservation grant to the Indians,
at the Greenville treaty council. Fort Stephenson was erected in August,
1813, and was gallantly defended by Colonel Croghan.
Summit county was formed March 3, 1840, from Medina, Portage and
Stark. The soil is fertile and produces excellent fruit, besides large crops of
corn, wheat, hay, oats and potatoes. The first settlement made in the county
was at Hudson in 1800. The old Indian portage-paths, extending through
this county, between the Cuyahoga and Tuscarawas branch of the Muskingum. This was a part of the ancient boundary between the Six Nations and
the Western Indians. Akron, the county seat, is situated on the portage summit. It was laid out in 1825. In 1811 Paul Williams and Amos and Minor
Spicer settled in this vicinity. Middlebury was laid out in 1818 by Norton
and Hart.
Starke county was formed February 13, 1808. It is a rich agricultural
county. It has large quantities of mineral coal and iron ore. Limestone
and extensive beds of lime-marl exist. Frederick Post, the first Moravian
missionary in Ohio, settled here in 1761. Canton is the county seat, situated
in the forks of the Nimishillen, a tributary of the Muskingum. It was laid
out in 1806, by Bezaleel Wells, who owned the land. Massillon was laid out
in March, 1826, by John Duncan.
Shelby county was formed in 1819, from Miami. The southern portion is undulating, arising in some places to hills. Through the north it is a
flat table-land. The first point of English settlement in Ohio was at the
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mouth of Laramie's creek in this county as early as 1752. Fort Laramie
was built in 1794 by Wayne. The first white family that settled in this
county was that of James Thatcher in 1804. Sidney, the county seat, was
laid out in 1819 on the farm of Charles Starrett.
Seneca county was formed April 1, 1820, from the old Indian Territory.
Fort Seneca was built during the War of 1812. The Senecas owned forty
thousand acres of land on the Sandusky river, mostly in Seneca count}'.
Thirty thousand acres of this land was granted to them in 1817 at the treaty
held at the foot of the Maumee Rapids. The remaining ten thousand was
granted the following year. These Indians ceded this tract, however, to the
government in 1831. It was asserted by an old chief that this band was the
remnant of Logan's tribe. Tiffin, the county seat, was laid out by Josiah
Hedges in the year 1821.
Scioto county was formed May 1, 1803. It is a good agricultural section, besides producing iron ore, coal and freestone. It is said that a French
fort stood at the mouth of the old Scioto as early as 1740. In 1785 four
families settled where Portsmouth now stands. Thomas McDonald built the
first cabin in the county. The French grant was located in this section—a
tract comprising twenty-four thousand acres. The grant was made in March,
1795. Portsmouth, the county seat, is located upon the Ohio.
Trumbull county was formed in 1800. The original Connecticut Western Reserve was within its limits. The county is well cultivated and very
wealthy. Coal is found in its northern portion. Warren, the county seat,
is situated on the Mahoning river. It was laid out by Ephraim Quinby in
1801. Mr. Quinby owned the soil. His cabin was built here in 1799. In
August, 1800, while Mr. McMahon was away from home, a party of drunken
Indians called at the house, abused the family, struck a child a severe blow
•with a tomahawk and threatened to kill the family. Mrs. McMahon could
not send tidings which could reach her. husband before noon the following
day. The following Sunday morning, fourteen men and two boys, armed
themselves and went to the Indian camp to settle the difficulty. Quinby
advanced alone, leaving the remainder in concealment, as he was better acquainted with these people, to make inquiries and ascertain their intentions.
He did not return at once and the party set out, marched into camp and
found Quinby arguing with Captain George, the chief. Captain George
•snatched his tomahawk and declared war, rushing forward to kill McMahon.
But a bullet from the frontiersman's gun killed him instantly, while Storey
•shot "Spotted John" at the same time. The Indians then fled. They joined
the council at Sandusky. Quinby garrisoned his house. Fourteen days
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thereafter the Indians returned with overtures of peace, which were, that
McMahon and Storey be taken to Sandusky, tried by Indian laws, and if
found guilty punished by them. This could not be done. McMahon was
tried by General St. Clair and the matter was settled. The first missionary
on the reserve was the Rev. Joseph Badger.
Tuscarawas county was formed February 15, 1808, from Muskingum
It is well cultivated with abundant supplies of coal and iron. The first white
settlers were Moravian missionaries, their first visits dating back to 1761.
The first permanent settlement was made in 1803. Alary Heckewelder, the
daughter of a missionary, was born in this county April 16, 1781. Fort
Laurens was built during the Revolution. It was the scene of a fearful carnage. It was established in the fall of 1778 and placed under the command
of General Mcintosh. New Philadelphia is the county seat, situated on the
Tuscarawas. It was laid out in 1804 by John Knisely. A German colony
settled in this county in 1S17, driven from their native land by religious
persecutions. They called themselves Separatists. They are good people,
strictly moral and honest.
Union county was formed from Franklin, Delaware, Logan and Madison in 1820. Extensive limestone quarries are also valuable. The Ewingbrothers made the first white settlement in 1798. . Col. James Curry, a member of the State Legislature, was the chief instigator in the progress of this
section. He located within its limits and remained until his death, which
occurred in 1834. Marysville is the county seat.
Van Wert county was formed from the old Indian Territory April 1,
1820. Van Wert, the county seat, was founded by James W. Riley in 1837.
An Indian town had formerly occupied its site. Captain Riley was the first
white man who settled in the county, arriving in 1821. He founded Willshire in 1822.
Vinton county was organized in 1850. It is drained by Raccoon and
Salt creeks. The surface is undulating or hilly. Bituminous coal and iron
ore are found. McArthur is the county seat.
Washington county was formed by proclamation of Governor St. Clair
July 27, 1788, and was the first county founded within the limits of Ohio.
The surface is broken with extensive tracts of level, fertile land. It was
the first county settled in the state under the auspices of the Ohio Company.
A detachment of United States troops, under the command of Major John
Doughty, built Fort Harmar in 1785 and it was the first military post established in Ohio by Americans, with the exception of Fort Laurens, which
was erected in 1778. It was occupied by United States troops until 1790,
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when they were ordered to Connecticut. A company under Captain Haskell
remained. In 1785 the directors of the Ohio Company began practical operations and settlement went forward rapidly. Campus .Martins, a stockade
fort, was completed in 1791. This formed a sturdy stronghold during the
war. During the Indian war there was much suffering in the county. .Mam
settlers were killed and captured. .Marietta is the county seat and the oldest
town in Ohio. Marietta College was chartered in [835. Herman Blennerhassett, whose unfortunate association witli Aaron Burr proved fatal to himself, was a resident of Marietta in 1796.
W a r r e n county was formed May 1, 1803, from Hamilton. The soil is
very fertile and considerable water power is furnished by its streams. Mr.
Bedell made the first settlement in 1795. Lebanon is the county seat. Henry
Taylor settled in this vicinity in 1796. Union Village is a settlement of
Shakers. They came here about 1805.
Wayne county was proclaimed by Governor St. Clair. August 15. 1796.
and was the sixth county in the Northwest Territory, The settlement of this
section has already been briefly delineated. Wooster is the county seat. It
was laid out during the fall of 1808, by John Beaver, William Henry and
Joseph H . Larwell. owners of the land. Its site is three hundred and thirtyseven feet above Lake Erie. The first mill was built by Joseph Stibbs in
1809, on Apple creek. In 1812 a block-house was erected in Wooster.
Wood county was formed from the old Indian Territory in 1820. The
soil is rich and large crops are produced. The county is situated within the
Maumee valley. It was the arena of brilliant military exploits during early
times. Bowling Green is the county seat.
Williams county was formed April 1, 1820, from the old Indian Territory. Bryan is the county seat. It was laid out in 1840.
Wyandot county was formed February 3, 1845, from Marion, Hardin,
Hancock and Crawford. The surface is level and the soil fertile. The
Wyandot Indians frequented this section. It was the scene of Crawford's
defeat in June, 1782, and his fearful death. By the treaty of 1817, Hon. Lewis
Cass and Hon. Duncan McArthur. United States commissioners, granted to
the Indians a reservation twelve miles square, the central point being Fort
Ferree. The Delaware reserve was ceded to the United States in 1829. The
Wyandots ceded theirs March 17, 1842. The United States commissioner
was Col. John Johnson, who thus made the last Indian treaty in Ohio. Every
foot of this state was fairly purchased by treaties. The Wyandots were exceedingly brave and several of their chiefs were men of exalted moral
principles.
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Upper Sandusky is the county seat and was laid out in 1843. General
Harrison had built Ferree on this spot during the War of 1812. Governor
Meigs, in 1813, encamped near the river with several thousand of the Ohio
militia. The Indian village of Crane Town was originally called Upper
Sandusky. The Indians transferred their town, after the death of Tarhe,
to Upper Sandusky.

CHAPTER II.

" . - .:

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY;

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth; and the
earth was waste and void. * * * And God said, let the waters under
the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear,
and it was so." Thus in general terms, does the Bible describe the process
of world-making, and science has so far found no contradition to that general statement.
.

T H E GLACIER PERIOD.

In regard to that particular part of the earth's surface with which we
have to deal, the latest geologists substantially state the case to be as follows :
That in the process of world-making the great Laurentian, or sometimes called
Labradorean, and the Kuwatin ridges of Canada heaved their granite backs
above the ocean waves, and as the ages merged into the vast cycle of time,
they extended their borders southward, well across the United States, and
they became covered with sand and vegetation, and the dying vegetation
added its mould and matter, making what we call soil, which furnished life
and substance to a profusion of various vegetation, which, as the ages slipped
by, became peopled and teemed with animal life varying from the mite to. the
mammoth; and streams flowed down the slopes of the land to the sea; but
there came a time, brought about by the shifting of the earth's poles, or some
other great cataclysm of nature, when those two great ridges, the geological
backbone of the North American continent, became covered with mountains
of ice, variously estimated to have been from three to eight miles thick at the
central point of the ice masses, and as ice is known to be fluid when of great
depth, it flowed south and southwest down the general slope of the land, and
paused not in its onward march until it had crossed the line of the Ohio river,
and brought up against the high lands of Kentucky opposite southwestern
Ohio and southeastern Indiana, and rendered the Ohio river a lake, extending perhaps to beyond Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Then the ice sheet receded a part of the way, and again advanced, until
it is claimed there were no less than six periods of advancement and reces(6)
. .
'
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sion, with long periods of hundreds of years between the recessions and the
advancements. So long were some of them that great forests again covered the land, only to be swept down and destroyed by the ruthless icy
wave; but, finally, nature adjusted conditions and the great ice sheet retreated
to its northern home permanently,' melting away before the rays of the sun.
This period of ice is called the glacier period. That vast moving body
of ice ground and pulzerized the underlying earth, stone and sand, leveling
hills and piling up other hills, and brought down other material from the
north; then the melting of the ice resulted in great floods of water, which
washed and distributed the earth material and drifted and piled it up in many
places many feet thick, and the material so left is called drift. Preble county
lay right across the path of that great ice machine and the erosive process
of its melting floods; and, generally stated, the soils of the county, so wonderfully fertile, were then deposited and have so remained, except as changed
by deposits of decaying vegetation, or the washing effect of our streams. The
many boulders scattered over our county, and especially those of our great
boulder belt, the greatest in Ohio, on account of their structure and composition, are mute witnesses that they were a part and parcel of that invading
wave of northern ice. The scouring of the great ice sheet, followed by the
floods of water that swept down from the face of the melting and retreating
ice mass, have eroded the three main valleys of the county, to wit: Big Twin
creek, Seven Mile creek and Four Mile creek, which with their tributaries
drain the whole county and form part of the Great Miami valley, except the
northwestern corner of the county is drained by Whitewater and its tributaries, and a part of southern Gratis and southeastern Somers township are
drained by Elk creek, which flows into the Great Miami.
T H E STONE CROP.

Three groups of stone crop out in the county. The Cincinnati group
(blue limestone), covering the greater part of Israel, Somers, Gratis and
Lanier and Twin townships, and the eastern half of Gasper township, with a
long finger of that stone extending up Twin creek to beyond Euphemia. The
balance of the county is covered with the Niagara. group, with the Clinton
limestone showing as cap rock several feet thick. Along the junctions of the
two great groups named above, except at West Elkton, there seems to be an
island of Clinton extending northeast and southwest some five miles long by
about two miles wide. •
'
The surface of the county may be described as level and rolling land,
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there being no elevations of the county that would properly be designated as
hills, except along Whitewater in Jefferson township and along Seven Mile
in Somers, and along Four Mile in Israel township, and the Morning Star
hill in Lanier township at the junction of the Cincinnati and Niagara groups,
and is covered with the heaviest cap of Clinton in the county. And even
those hills, while they seem big to us in comparison with the balance of our
land, are not what geographers designate as hill land, because they are not of
great heights, and can generally be cultivated and cropped from base to summit. And it is noticeable that along the juncture of the two great groups of
stone numerous springs of most excellent water are found, and they materially
affected the early settlement of the county. One known as the Royer spring
in Twin township is one of the largest springs in the state, flowing no less
than one hundred and seventy-five thousand gallons per day, summer and
winter, and in the early settlement of the county was utilized to run a small
mill for over forty years. While this is the largest, there are several others
that flow from five thousand to fifty thousand gallons per day.
The tremendous erosive force of the floods that in ages past have swept
down our streams can not be adequately described; but let me tell where it
may be seen, and then the observer can turn his imagination loose. About
half a mile west of Camden, Paint creek cuts across what is known as Devil's
Backbone hill, and by going down stream below the hill and looking north
may be seen the saddle cut across the hill, that at one time certainly must have
been the bed of the creek, but which is now some fifty feet or more above
the present bed. By some weakness in the rampart of stone, the waters
found a lower outlet and have cut and quarried away the stone, leaving a
sheer bluff some sixty to eighty feet high as a monument of its tormer power.
A similar demonstration on a smaller scale may be seen where little Four Mile
breaks through the hills to join the main stream in Israel township.
. - -

•- y%

A BELT OF BOULDERS.

The great boulder belt of the county deserves more than a passing notice, because it is the largest in Ohio, and one of the most remarkable in the
United States. Its central line begins about a mile east of Gettysburg. There
the belt swings in a great band one to three miles wide southeast to about two
miles north of Eaton, and there curves eastwardly and runs east by south,
passing out of the county east of Enterprise, and extending to about or beyond Farmersville in Montgomery county. There are many boulders scattered over the county outside of this belt, but they are separate and not form-
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ing a distinct body. In the boulder belt they range from pebbles to stones
weighing many tons, mostly granite, syenite, quartzite, etc. One measured
by the writer in 1888, on the farm of Wilson Frank about one and a half
miles north of the courthouse, was elliptical in form, over fourteen feet long
by eleven feet wide and rose three and a half feet high, and the ground was
probed three and a half feet deep without finding the bottom of the stone.
The top was oval in form, and the outside lines were regular, the stone of a
dark color and a very dense and hard formation. These are the measures,
and its weight can be approximately figured.
In the boulder belt where they are undisturbed they are so thick as to
render cultivation very tedious, and in some places well nigh impossible.
They are all azoic stone; that is, they belong to the stone of that age when
no life existed in the world. There are no cliffs or layers of stone like them,
showing on the surface to the north, probably nearer than the north shore
of Lake Superior, and it is claimed that for some of the boulders there are
no localities known to the north with similar surface rock. Some of them
plainly show that they have been worn and rubbed and grooved by the glacier
action. It is known that when two glaciers in their descent crowd against
each other, that the heavier and stronger bends the weaker somewhat, and
then they flow side by side to the lower levels and often carry great bands
of stone clustered along the junction line, which bands of stone are called
moraines. Does this band of stone across our county mark the line of such
glacier action during the process of world making? These boulders have
been largely gathered from the surface of the land and piled or built into
fences, or crushed and spread on the roads, and they form most excellent
road material; but while the surface of the land appears clean, the plow and
ditches encounter many boulders beneath the surface. There are yet some
large boulders left, but the farmers have been industriously clearing them
off, and they are fast disappearing. The method adopted by the early settlers, and up to about thirty years ago, was to build a fire around and over a
big boulder and get it very hot, then throw a few buckets of cold water on it,
and it would crack off slabs of stone, if it did not break into pieces; and two or
three fires generally softened its heart so that it could be hauled away; but
when dynamite came into use it made the biggest boulders yield quickly.
NATURE KIND TO THE SOIL.

The soil of the county is generally warm and fertile and adopted in an
eminent degree to nearly all crops raised in this latitude, and our farmers
have learned to utilize its generous nature in the raising of those crops which
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it produces best, until they have made the county, if not the wealthiest county
of the state per capita, as shown by the tax duplicate of the state, certainly
not lower than second place on, the list. The drift formation has been modified by other agencies in many parts of the county, and scattered through it,
and between the boulder clay and the modified drift, exist seams of sand and
gravel sometimes in large deposits, and through these seams water percolates, and in sinking wells generally the striking of one of these seams or
beds of gravel leads to an abundant supply of excellent water being found;
most notable of which are the wells at Eaton, where at a depth of one hundred to one hundred and twenty feet is found the supply of water for the
Eaton water works; while at West Alexandria, at about one hundred feet,
is found a supply of most excellent water that will flow out of pipes several
feet above the surface of the ground, and it furnishes the water for the village water works.
In the central part of the county the boulder clay is at the surface and
lies directly on the sheet of limestone beneath, while in the northern part
of the county the boulder clay is covered by a modified drift some twenty
feet in depth; while at Camden the gravel bed comes nearly to the surface
and extends downward to a depth of one hundred and eighty feet before
reaching the limestone sheet beneath, as shown in the drilling of two oil wells
at that village some twenty-five years ago. The gravel depth at Camden is
the greatest of any gravel bed known in this part of the state, and at a depth
of a few feet the gravel bed is found to be filled with water, so much so that in
a large section of territory wells sunk fifteen to thirty feet furnish a neverfailing supply of most excellent water.
The Niagara stone and, to a lesser extent, the Cincinnati group, has been
extensively utilized in the past in making lime, of which it makes the highest
quality, and for many years there were large and prosperous lime kilns near
Lewisburg and New Paris, and their product was in much demand, not only
at home, but was shipped to many points in Ohio and neighboring states; but
recently it has been discovered that the stone crushed makes one of the most
valuable of our road-making materials and for concrete, and large crushers
have been erected at those places, and their product finds a ready market in
many counties and cities, while the burning of lime, being less remunerative,
has been practically abandoned. In these groups of stone are found many
fossils of the former ocean bed, bivalves, corniculums, trilobites, etc., notably
at Eaton, where many forms are found in greater abundance and perfection
than in any other known locality.
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STRIKING OIL.

In the limestones of these groups and the Clinton, many places show
and smell of petroleum deposits, and this fact has caused three oil excitements in the county, separated by intervals of ten to twenty years, when wells
were sunk, three at Eaton to a depth of some sixteen hundred feet or more,
and two near West Alexandria were drilled over twelve hundred feet, and
two at Camden to a similar depth, but no paying oil found, but pockets of
gas were encountered, but of no great amount, except at Camden one well
struck and obtained a considerable supply of. gas that was utilized to some
extent, until the seapage of water shut off the supply, and where the watej
was pumped out the supply of gas was resumed, and it would be of some use
if some means could be found to cut off the inflow of water. During each
oil excitement many oil leases' of land were made, and are recorded in our
deed records, thus, at least, the oil crazes had the effect of benefiting the
county recorder.
The Clinton limestone in this locality resembles sandstone and resists
fire better than any other formation, and during the early days when fireplaces furnished nearly all the heat for the house, it was much sought and
used for the backs and sides of the fireplaces and chimneys.
H I L L S AND HOLLOWS.

The exact geographical position of the county and the elevation of the
various places of the county, and as to highest and lowest points, have been
much discussed, and it seems that no more fitting place could be found than
in closing this chapter. The figures given are those of the United States
Geographic Survey, and show the elevation in feet above the sea level. But
first the geographic location:
Intersection of Main street, Eaton, and the Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Cincinnati & St. Louis railroad. Longitude 84 degrees 37 minutes and 47 seconds. Latitude 39 degrees 44 minutes and 39 seconds.
Intersection main cross streets, West Alexandria. Latitude 39 degrees
44 minutes and 41 seconds. Longitude 84 degrees 31 minutes and 54 seconds.
State line on west road. Latitude 39 degrees 44 minutes and 38 seconds. Longitude 84 degrees' 48 minutes and 51 seconds.
State line on National road. Longitude 84 degrees 48 minutes and 48
seconds.
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East county line on National road. Longitude 84 degrees 29 minutes
and 2 seconds.
Southwest corner of county. Latitude 39 degrees 34 minutes and 4 seconds. Longitude 84 degrees 48 minutes and 54 seconds.
North county line at northwest corner, section 1, Jefferson township.
Latitude 39 degrees 55 minutes and 1 second.
The elevations above sea level are given in feet for the towns as those
of the general level, as that of West Alexandria is in road at west corporation line, northwest corner section 3, township 5, range 3 east.
Water Seven Mile creek at south line of county, 750, lowest in county;
Camden, 841; top of hill east of Camden on West Elkton road at the crossroads, 1,003; Devil's Backbone hill, 1,000; Morning Sun, 1,000; West Elkton, 1,040; Elk creek at south line county in section 36, Gratis township,
800; hill one mile north of West Elkton, 1,093; Gratis, 876: Twin creek at
east county line, 776; Enterprise, about 900; Ingomar, 929; Dadsville, 945;
Sugar Valley, 1,094; Muttonville, 950; Wheatville, 967; Greenbush, 926; top
of hill about a mile northeast of Sugar alley, about 1,140; West Alexandria,
900; east county line on Dayton pike, 941; Eaton, 1,050: top Harris hill, five
miles west of Eaton, 1,200; Dayton pike, top of hill, one mile east of Eaton,
1,038, highest point between Eaton and Dayton; New Lexington, 899; New
Hope, 1,154; New Westville, 1,185; t°P watershed west of Orangeburg road
on Eaton and Richmond pike, 1,211; state line on pike west of Westville,
1,085; New Hope Station, 1,170; Pleasant Hill, 1,105; county line north of
Pleasant hill, 1,068; Lewisburg and Euphemia, 989; Verona, 1,027; Georgetown, 1,028; road center northeast quarter section 18, Jefferson township,
1,195; Sonora, 1,050; West Manchester, 1,090; Eldorado, 1,140; Gettysburg,
1,177; Orangeburg, 1,193; t o P m u o n e a n d a half miles west of Orangeburg
on National road, 1,230; Brennersville, 1,009; Oklahoma, 1,070; Brinley,
1,130; county line north of Brinley, 1,207; New Paris, 1,036; top of hill
one and a half miles from New Paris on Eaton road, 1,225; top Morning
Star hill, about 975; top water in Royer spring, 1,014; Four Mile creek at
south county line, about 800.
To this I add a few in Ohio that are often inquired for: Greenville,
1,050; Dayton, 740; Hamilton, 602; Columbus, at state house, 780; Lake
Erie, 572; Cincinnati, low water, 432.
The maps for the west three and one-half miles of the county are not
yet available. As information to those who wish to pursue this matter further, I will add that the United States Geographic Survey publishes maps
showing the territory fifteen miles square, showing the elevations of the
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country for each variation of twenty feet. The maps are named for some
town in that square. Two maps, Miamisburg and Brookville, show" the east
mile of this county,' and two maps, Oxford and West Manchester, show the
central part, and two maps, Liberty and Richmond quadrangles, show t h e
west three and one-half miles of this county, and the interior department at
Washington mails them to any one for ten cents per map.

CHAPTER III.
MOUND BUILDERS AND INDIANS.

These two races of men, if they are two races, are treated together because the Indian race seems like the sequel of the Mound Builder, if it be not
the same.
There are about one hundred of the Mound Builders' mounds in Preble
county, and one fortification attributed to them. The mounds are chiefly
found along Twin creek, Seven Mile creek and Four Mile creek, the largest
being in Harrison and Israel townships, and being what are known as observation mounds and burial mounds, or tumuli..
•' • ' . . • ' :
As observation mounds, the three mounds near Lewisburg are the clearest illustrations in the county, one mound being about a mile sOUth Of the
village, near the track of the Cincinnati Northern railroad: another is about
a mile and a half east of the village, while the third mound is some two
miles or more northeast of the village on the slope of Miller's Fork, and from
the top of any one mound the other mounds may be seen, and from the tops
of the three the watchmen could look for long distances up and down Twin
creek and Miller's Fork, and signal to the other watchmen. That use, of
course, is a guess only, but it seems that they might have been so usod on
account of their situation.
About a mile northeast of Fair Haven is a mound of considerable size,
located on the bottom land of Four Mile, which has been found to be composed largely of gravel, and many loads have been hauled away and used for
road purposes, and in excavating some minor stone and flint implements were
found.
A PREHISTORIC MAN DISINTERRED.

The mound seems to be an isolated one, and may have been a burial
mound or a sacrificial mound—so-called. The mound at the Eaton cemetery
was a burial mound, and it has been made doubly so by white men. Samuel
Clear, the father of Hawkins Clear, who has been one of the sextons of the
Eaton cemetery so long that it may almost be said the "memory of man runneth not to the contrary," helped dig the grave and prepare the foundation
for the monument to Lieutenant Lowery and his men in 1847, and to his son,

90

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

my informant, he gave the following statement: That the mound was originally some two and one-half to three feet higher than now, but they cut the
top down to have space for the monument, and dug the grave about the center of the mound, and soon came upon a skull, and as they dug deeper they
uncovered the bones of an entire human skeleton, that of a large man, who
had apparently been buried in nearly a standing position and at about the
original surface of the ground they found ashes and burnt wood and charcoal,
and they burrowed under the earth below the northwest corner of the monument and deposited the bones and skull therein; then, depositing the box containing the bones of Lowery and his men in the center, and built the foundation of the monument around and over the box, and the modern soldier and
the ancient warrior peacefully sleep side by side, awaiting eternity's dawn.
Mr. Hawkins Clear has been employed at the cemetery so long that his memory of many things connected with it is more reliable than the records and
always has been found trustworthy, and I think full reliance should be given
his statement, getting it as he did from his father.
There is but one known fortification work of those ancient peoples in
Preble county, and I add a survey thereof. It is located in Lanier township
at the junction and between the streams of Twin creek and Banta Fork.
James L. Street was county surveyor of the county between 1840 and
1848 and was one of the most careful and skillful surveyors of the county, so
much so that if the surveyors of the present day, who, in tracing old lines,
strike one of his lines or surveys, feel justified in resting their decisions on
the statements of Uncle Jimmie Street, as he is called by all.
A PERSONAL REMINISCENCE.

Some twenty-five years ago the writer was employed by the county commissioners to copy into the surveyor's records the field notes left by Mr.
Street of his surveys in books small enough that he carried them in his pocket,
and among them I found the survey and description of the old fort, and
copied it into the surveyor's record that it might not be lost. It is as follows,
verbatim:
.
"Ancient Fortification on the point between Banta Creek and Twin
Creek at their Junction, Surveyed July 28th 1846. The ditch begins at 8
rods from Banta Fork on the N. E. bank of the creek, which bears S. 4 0 E.
The Works are on the S. W. % of the S. E. yA of Sec. 10 T. 5 R. 3 E :
Thence took bearings for the ditch from the above mentioned 8 rod point,
N. 23 0 E. 10.80 poles to a point on E. side of the ditch, Thence N. 35 1-30

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

91

E 16 poles to a point on E. side of ditch, Thence N. 60 ° E. 6 poles to a point
on the ditch to which an ancient wall bears S. i8° E. At about 30 rods
from Banta Fork and bears N. 180 W (S. 180 E) runs what appears to be a
fragment of a.wall composed of granite boulders, of which the South and
South East of the inclosure abounds. Thence same 4 poles to E. side of
ditch; Thence N. 7^/2° E. 14 poles to a gateway; Thence same 4 poles to a
point on S. bank of ditch; Thence N. 77Yi° E 8 poles to S. bank of ditch;
Thence S. 85^2° E. 10 poles to Do; Thence S. 56^2°. 10 poles to a gateway;
Thence S. 30 0 E. 10 poles to a point on S. W. bank of the ditch; Thence
S. 8° E. 8 poles to the S. end of the ditch, thence N. 85° E. 7 poles to W.
bank of Twin creek, which bank is here nearly perpendicular and about 40
feet high; Thence S. io° E. 13 poles to an angle in the bank; Thence S 47°
W. 28 poles to a point in the curve of the bank. The Creek is now 30 poles
from this point, but no doubt formerly ran at the foot of the bluff, which at
this curve lies at an angle of almost 4 5 0 ; Thence S. io° W. 20 poles to an
angle in the bluff. This point appears to have been thrown out 25 or 30 feet,
and is composed of a conglomeration of limestone, gravel, granite, gravel
and clay which has become very hard and has been detached in large masses,
the bluff being now some 30 feet perpendicular and is washed by the creek.
Thence S. 41 ° W. 28 poles to the apex of the angle formed by Banta Fork
and the Main branch of Twin Creek.—James L. Street Co. Sur. Preble
County, Ohio."
Copied January 10, 1889, in Appendix Sur. Record, Vol. 5, page 113.
It is claimed that there are in Ohio ten thousand mounds and fifteen
hundred fortifications left by the Mound Builders.
TRAILS AND TALES OF T H E 'INDIANS.

Are they an extinct race? Before we ask too many questions let us
deal with the Indian in Ohio, so far as our information can be said to have
reasonable authenticity. The Erie or Cat nation of Indians dwelt along the
eastern and southeastern shores of Lake Erie extending west to near Sandusky, and between them and the great Iroquois nation a long war was waged,
and finally, the Iroquois chiefs related to 'the early French explorers, about
1650 the Eries built a stockade fort near Erie, Pennsylvania, and the Iroquois raised a great army of several thousands and besieged, stormed and
took the fort and killed over two thousand Erie warriors, besides those
killed outside, and pursued and scattered the outer villagers until they fled
the state and took refuge and became a part of the tribes farther north and
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west, Thence for a period of fifty, years there were no permanent Indian
tribes residing in Ohio, but it became simply a hunting ground for the terrible Iroquois and the southern, western and northern tribes.
The Wyandots or Hurons formerly occupied the western St. Lawrence
basin, but, although of the same blood, a war caused by an Indian Helen of
Troy broke out with the Iroquois tribes, called the Five Nations and later the
Six Nations, and the Wyandots were, driven west and settled along the
eastern shore of Lake Huron, where they were found by the early French
explorers; but the enmity of the Five Nations finally pursued them, and
after a long war they were driven across the rivers and took refuge among
the Michigan tribes, and finally drifted down and settled in Ohio, south of
western part of Lake Erie, some time previous to 1740, having their chief
village at Upper Sandusky.
The Senecas and Tuscarawas and Mingoes, a part of the Iroquois, about
the same time arrived and settled (if we can say an Indian tribe ever settled)
in northeastern Ohio. While the Miamis came crowding in from Indiana
and claimed by occupation the valleys of the Miami, of the lake, and the
Great and Little Miami rivers, and as far east as the Scioto. The Ottawas
settled along the western and southwestern shores of Lake Erie, The Cherokees from the south had crowded north and quite a tribe of them settled
along the Ohio river in eastern Ohio, but were driven away by the Iroquois*
The Delawares had a shadowy tradition that they originally started from
the Pacific shores south of Puget Sound, and in about one hundred years
crossed the continent, and when white men came they were found on the
Delaware river. They called" themselves leni-lenapes, meaning "men." After
having some trouble with White men, they moved west through Pennsylvania
and finally settled along the Muskingum valley and the upper valley of the
Scioto and the Oleantangy river, on which last they had two villages at Delaware, Ohio, whence the name.
The only remaining Indian tribe found in Ohio by the early white men
is the Shawnees, or $hawanoes or Shawnese, who were the wandering Arabs
of America. It is claimed some of them were in Virginia at the time of Capt.
John Smith, arid they seeni to be mentioned as being in Illinois at the time of
the earliest explorers and were later found in Tennessee and Alabama, and
were driven out by the Cherokees, Creeks and Choctaws for their arrogance
and quarrelsome disposition, and moved into Ohio and stopped on the Scioto
and in the Mad river valley during the first half of the eighteenth century.
It appears that for many years Ohio and Kentucky were the battlegrounds between the hunting parties of the southern and northern Indians
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and that the northern. Indians finally won to the Ohio, river, but Kentucky
ever remained a battleground and had no permanent Indian settlement,- and
into that unoccupied territory the white man, under Boone and his companions, drove the entering wedge for the settlement of the Ohio valley.
The mounds of the Mound Builders extended perhaps no farther north
than central Wisconsin and from the Rocky mountains on the west to western
New York and Pennsylvania* thence south through West Virginia and the
western part of the Carolinas, and south to the Gulf of Mexico, and southwest into Mexico, and they are much more numerous in the Ohio valley, and
especially in Ohio. It must not be forgotten that the largest mounds and
pyramids of the world, except in Egypt, are found in Mexico. And it must
be remembered that there are thousands of mounds similar in Europe and
Asia, and some even in Africa.
The greatest mounds and pyramids of Mexico and Central America
were built by a race called Toltecs, that preceded the Aztecs and vanished
before the coming hordes of Aztecs and it is not certain that any known race
today represents them. Did they become the Peruvians? The mounds and
works of those ancient peoples, whoever they were, were plainly not built
with reference to any one period of events, but it seems to be conceded by
all investigators thereof, that some were built many years, perhaps centuries, before others were built. Some are plainly effigy works, having
something to do with their religious rites, as the Great Serpent Mound of
Adams county.
PRIMITIVE

CUTLERY.

It is an admitted fact that some Indians of the United States built
stockades and heaped up ridges of earth about them to protect the barriers
and many were the fortresses built by the Indians of Mexico, Central
America and Peru, who are reported to have had a tradition that they came
originally from the North. The Northern Indians, when white men first
came, had no knowledge of iron or its manufacture or use nor of any useful metal, but a few copper ornaments and simple tools that had been hammered out from nuggets of copper with stone hammers. Their knives were
stone or flint knives made by chipping with stone hammers, a tedious
process, and many of the knives and spear heads were very effective in war
and in the chase. All the mound Builder works were built of earth and
gravel, or of stone of such size that they could be handled by men, because,
so far as we know, neither they nor the Indians had domesticated any
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animal that would be of any assistance, hence men and women must have
done the work.
That copper is found in northern Michigan and Wisconsin in nuggets of ounces to chunks weighing hundreds of pounds, in a very pure
state, and mica is also found along the Allegheny mountain chain from
Georgia to Pennsylvania and could be picked up and carried and traded
among themselves by those peoples is obvious, because the Indians are the
original Yankee traders of America. Then, there were several tribes of
Indians of the United States that were known to have been Mound Builders
and to have built what the white man would call rude fortifications. Many
writers claim that there must have been a great empire and a dense population to have built all the works. A regular mound one hundred feet in
diameter and twenty feet high contains a little less than two thousand cubic
yards, and a worker could readily carry a cubic foot of dirt and it was
gathered right around the mounds usually, so that it can be readily seen
that it took no large body of workers to build a mound that size, which is
larger than three-fourths of the known mounds. The stone walls were
simply loose stone piled on each other, no mortar or cement of any kind,
and no dressing of the stone. The Mound Builders had no alphabet, knew
nothing of manufacture or use of metals, no beasts of burden, never dug
a well, nor even walled up a spring, and so far as we know did not have
even hand mills to crush corn, only mortar and pestle. The claimed mathematic exactness of some of the ancient works and fortifications has been
badly shattered by modern examination.
CONJECTURE ON INDIAN ORIGIN.

Does it seem unreasonable to suppose that the Indian has been an inhabitant of this continent for some thousands of years and as the tribe became
more numerous a part sloughed off and sought new lands and that such process kept up through the centuries that the people were shifting from place to
place, as compelled by necessity or driven by their enemies or occupying land
conquered, taking with them their ideals, building new mounds or fortifications, either for defense or to hold a position gained ? These things going on
for ages would fully account for the different ages of the old works and
mounds and for their number; and would it not be a good answer when we
know of the many and various races sprung from the same ancestry, that have
swept over and changed western Asia and southeastern Europe and northern
Africa ?
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The Indian race has produced some men of most remarkable ability, such
as Red Jacket and Joseph Brant of the Iroquois, Pontiac of the Ottowas, Little Turtle of the Miamis, Tecumseh of the Shawnees, Chief Joseph of the Nez
Perce, Osceola of the Seminoles, Logan of the Mongoes and Tarhe, the Crane
of the Wyandots, and others, who have shown most remarkable abilities as
leaders, warriors and statesmen, and they were only beaten by the bravest and
best leaders of the white race. Now, with a race that produced such men, why
does it seem improbable that they were capable of piling up stone or building
a bank and stockade to protect themselves or of piling up dirt to make a
mound? But it is said that the Ohio Indians have no traditions that any
tribes built the mounds and works. It has been shown above that all the
tribes of Ohio were new comers themselves, that they had driven away former
tribes, to be themselves driven away by the all-conquering white man.
When it is remembered that the Indians had no written language and all
knowledge gained was handed down from father to son, and from the pressure
of enemies or of necessity the tribes were moving about much of the time, it
would seem that the tradition that existed more than a century must have
been of some event very important and vital to the tribe. It is now about one
hundred and forty years since the outbreak of the Revolution and let the
reader try to trace the history and traditions of his own family tree, step by
step to that time without referring to any writing or documents, and he will
be convinced that traditions are quickly dimmed and rendered unreliable without writing to make them enduring.
The white men found the Iroquois and Indians of the Gulf States and the
Mandans of the northwest, all built mounds and used wood and timber to build
their houses and forts, and the latter tribe even plastered their houses with clay
to keep the wind away. Both the Mound Builders and the Indians made rude
pottery and knew how to boil down salt spring water arid get salt, and the
Indians taught the white man how to make maple sap into sugar.
The Iroquois and kindred tribes are classed by ethnologists dolicocephalic,
or long-headed race, while practically all the other tribes of the United States
called Algonquins, are styled bracyhcephalic or short-headed or round-headed
race, but both kind of skulls have been found in the mounds opened.
PLACE OF ORIGIN STILL UNSETTLED.

The Indian and the Mound Builder hunted with the same kind of
weapons, had similar tools and similar methods of burial, and raised similar
crops so far as known. I do not say that the Mound Builders of the Ohio
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Valley were the ancestors of the Indians, nor do I say that they were not. The
-facts in outline are given that each may judge for himself: All I can say. is
that from all the information I have been able to gather, personally and by
reading, the evidence so far known leads me to believe that they were the
same race. But, as a certainty, everyone must admit that the identity of the
Mound Builders and the place of origin of the Indian race are unknown, and
probably will always remain so. Many writers employ pages to show how the
Indians must have migrated from Asia into America and that they belong to
the Tartar race, or Jewish race, or a mixture of those races with other
Asiatic races; or that they are remnants of a race of people who inhabited the
fabled Atlantis when some earth convulsion buried nearly all of that continent,
if it was one, beneath the waves of the Atlantic ocean, leaving only the Canary
and West Indies, as islands, but such are only guesses. As far as evidence is
concerned, there is not more evidence that the Indians came from Asia than
there is that the Asiatics came from America, and that the differences are the
result of selection, environment and climate producing their slow effects
through the long ages of the human race until the accumulated effects seem to
be irreconcilable with the theory that they are one race of people. The Creator
holds the secret and we shall probably never know until that time when "We
know even as we are known."
Of the Indian tribes of Ohio each had certain characteristics that distinguished it from other tribes. The Wyandots refused to acknowledge any
superior and preferred death to surrender, hence very few were ever prisoners. The Delawares were the most friendly to the white men and the sacredness with which they kept their promises to the white men proves that they
regarded honor as a quality of "men." The Iroquois have been called the
Romans of America, because they combined and conquered and brought under
subjection nearly all the surrounding tribes and such as refused to bow the
neck to their sway, were either exterminated or driven entirely away. The
Miamis occupied this county and were the most agricultural people of all the
tribes and the most forehanded in providing for their future wants, and
seemed to have a clearer vision of the future of their race. While the Shawnees were the warriors par excellence, among the tribes, and while having
fewer, warriors than a number of other tribes, they could put up a harder fight
and lose fewer men than any; and it is claimed that in every battle they had
with the white men, and they were many, the white men suffered a greater loss
than the Indians, except twO battles)!Fallen Timbers and Battle of the Thames.

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

97

T H E SURVIVAL OF T H E FITTEST.

As to the origin of the Indians let me offer a question: It is claimed by
our geologists that just after the recession of the glacial period, there existed
a race of men in both Europe and America and that they have found remains
of skeletons in the loess of that distant epoch that clearly establishes that fact
and that the peoples of Europe and Asia are probably the evolutionary descendants of that prehistoric race grown to their present state by the process of the
survival of the fittest. Granting their starting premise, I ask, will not the
same process of reasoning just, as firmly establish the Indian as the descendant
of that primeval race of post-glacial men who existed and had their being in
America? I do not expect that either theory will be proven effectually until
the location of the Garden of Eden is established to a certainty. The Pottawattamies and Chippewas were closely related to the Miami tribe and some
bands wandered into Ohio for a short time and a band of some one hundred or
more Pottawattamies camped for a number of years along Twin creek, even
after white men began to settle in the county and they stated to the early settlers that the Twin Valley was the healthiest location their tribe had ever
known. It has been handed down as a family tradition from the early white
settlers of the county that there were several Indian villages in the county.
One near Camden along Paint creek and one on Whitewater near New
Paris, and one along Twin creek near its crossing of the east county line,
and that these were all Miamis. While along Twin creek above West Alexandria, it is certain there was quite a large village of Pottawattamies and
higher up some Chippewas.
Cornelius Van Ausdall started a general store in. 1808 in Eaton and
kept for sale nearly everything called for in those days, and he related to
men yet living that Tecumseh and his Shawnees, and Little Turtle and his
Miamis and Captain John and Indian John and Pottawattamies and Chippewas, all had traded at his store, buying such implements of war and chase
and ammunition as they needed, together with salt and the coarser and more
durable fabrics of cloth. There were some of these Indians who lingered
in the county until several years after the close of the 1812 war.
WILLIAM P E N N ' S POLICY.

That the Indians were right or wrong in their acts, I do not say. They
were sometimes sinners and sometimes sinned against. There were bad men

(7)
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among them, as there are among the whites, but they had many noble men
among them, men who prized their honor and who loved and hated, and
fought and died for what they thought was right. And I close by saying
that I believe that most white men today wish that more of Penn's Quaker
policies with the Indians of Pennsylvania had been tried on the tribes east
of the Mississippi. I have read with avidity every work on the Mound
Builders that I have been able to find, and I must say I admire the ingenuity
of some of the writers when they argue that a mighty, numerous and prosperous people have become a vanished race; but when I sought for proven
facts to establish such a human calamity there was only:
"Of all sad.words of tongue or pen,
The saddest are these, Tt. might have been.' "

...
.

And it might not.
'- '
It is stated above that the Mound Builders' work extended west to
the Rocky Mountains and I do not wish to be understood that there are
none beyond, for I am aware that there are said to be some of them
scattered over the great western plateaus, but they appear to be isolated and
not nearly so numerous or important, or so extensive as in the territory
described. It is also a fact that iron implements are claimed to have been
found in some of our eastern mounds, but I think it will be conceded by
all critics that in every case that afforded a means of examination, it has
been shown that in all probability they were deposited subsequent to the
advent of white men on this continent, while, some cases have been shown
to be pure fakes, buried and resurrected like Barnum's Cardiff Giant.
I know it may be said a lawyer wants the evidence to be clear and
convincing, but I believe that a careful cross-examination will come nearer
establishing the facts devoid of all local coloring than any" other method,
and I ask the reader to do a little cross-examination for himself in readying eloquent descriptions of the Mound Builders and the sometimes sympathetic and sometimes vituperative descriptions of our American Indians!
The mounds seerii to be from the stone age#of the hufnan race in America
and keen arid inquiring men are seeking to read the signs that have been
left by that race of builders. Whether they succeed Or not must be left for
the future historian.
PENULTIMATE CONCLUSIONS.

'"'"' To .sum up the whole matter, it can be asserted that there was a race of
fneri that preceded the Indians as the white men first knew the Indians, tha{
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built extensive works and mounds much more so than the Indians of our
knowledge, and that both races, if they were two races, inhabited all of our
county and our state, but whether the so-called mound builders were the
progenitors of the Indian race, we do not know for a certainty; each for
himself must examine the evidence, and then can only say, "I believe they
were, or they were not, the same race."
That some of the Mound Builders' works are very old I submit the
following: On a shale and slate bluff nearly one hundred feet high, on the
east bank of the Oleantangy river about fourteen miles north of Columbus,
Ohio, is an old fort, semi-circular, visited by the writer, a boy then nearly
fourteen years old, in i860. Its banks were some five feet or more high,
with a ditch outside so deep that in one place the head of an ordinary man
just came to the surface, and on the embankment grew a number of large
trees, one an oak, so large that myself and my companion about my age
stood up to it and tried together to span it with our arms, but could not by
a foot or more. On a number of beech trees were cut the names of many.,
visitors. Among them I remember Tom Corwin, S. P. Chase, W. Shannon, H. Stansberry, Tom Ewing and. a number of.others. There I first
learned their names. That white oak tree might have been growing when
Columbus began his voyage..

CHAPTER IV.
FIRST W H I T E M E N AND INDIAN WARS.

The first white men to visit Preble county were probably Daniel Boone
and his hunter companions, who made several hunting trips into the great
Miami valley; and Boone is reported to have made the statement that it
came nearer being the hunters' paradise than any other portion of the
country he had ever seen, and he appears to have been a most competent
judge. And when it is remembered that those hunting trips sometimes occupied months, and that they were ever on the move to avoid being located
and surprised by the Indians, making camp but a short time at any one
place, it would seem probable that few, if any, counties in the valley but
were visited by them. Simon Kenton became so in love with the country
that, after the Indian wars were over, he moved to Chafnpaign county and
settled there the balance of his life, and is buried at Urbana, and a number
of the family relatives still reside in that county.
In the Indian wars that followed the Revolution, several detachments
of United States soldiers passed through this county, and this linked the
history of the county with those wars.
BIRDS OF A FEATHER.

During the Revolutionary period, the Indians nearly all fought on the
side of Great Britain, and at the treaty of peace of 1783, it was stipulated
that the boundary between British possessions and the United States should
be the Great Lakes, and the connecting rivers to the west end of Lake
Superior, but no stipulation was made as to the rights of the Indian allies
of Britain, hence the United States regarded the land as conquered land.
The British had a large trading post at Detroit, and a number of smaller
posts along Lake Erie, and in Ohio and Michigan which they continued to
hold; and as the United States authorities desired to define the rights of the
Indians, and grant them lands in accordance with the sizes of the tribes, while
the Indians claimed the right to all the lands north of the Ohio river, the
chief British agents, McKee and Elliott, encouraged the Indians to refuse
to cede any rights to the Americans north of that river, and they were
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ably assisted by Brant and Girty, who led the Indians to believe that the
Americans desired to drive them from the country, and that they would
not and could not have honorable peace unless they drove the white men
across the Ohio, and the British posts furnished the Indians with guns,
ammunition, blankets and food, claiming to be their only friends. This
led to small foray parties of Indians descending on the scattered settlers,
whom they killed and scalped, burning their houses, and then disappearing
in the trackless woods before "any effective pursuit could be organized. And
this continued until President Washington and Congress resolved to send
such force as would permanently stop such depredations. The Six Nations,
the Wyandots, Delawares, Shawnees, and other tribes had years before
granted to the United States the right to settle the south half of Ohio,
but the northern Indians and the British induced them to disregard their
treaties, and refuse to be bound by them.
The Northwest Territory was organized under the Ordinance of 1787,
and in 1788 Arthur St. Clair was appointed as the first governor. He was
a Scotchman who came to this country in 1755, and took a prominent part
in the war of the Revolution, and as an officer, was a strict disciplinarian,
which made him unpopular with many, but he was an able, conscientious
and scrupulously honest official. About the beginning of 1790, he descended the Ohio river to Fort Washington at Losantiville, and changed
its name to Cincinnati, as the seat of Hamilton county, comprising all of
southern Ohio, from the Hocking river to the Great Miami.
AN AGGRESSIVE EXPEDITION.

During the 'first six months of that year, messengers had been sent
north and visited the various Indian tribes as far as Detroit, but were unable to induce them to make peace. In the mean time, straggling parties
of Indians had been committing depredations along the whole line of the
Ohio river, and in the summer of 1790, St. Clair sent General Harmar with
fourteen hundred and fifty-three men against the Indians on the Maumee
river. They marched through the woods, and in October had two battles
with the Indians, losing over a hundred men, and on account of dissensions
between the militia and the regulars, the army returned to Fort Washington, and the Indians credited themselves with having defeated Harmar.
Except the destruction of some villages and twenty or thirty thousand
bushels of corn, the expedition was a failure, and the Indians, greatly encouraged by it, sent out numerous parties of warriors, whose presence in
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the woods spread terror among the settlements in Ohio, Kentucky and Virginia, as well as western Pennsylvania, and in January, 1791, Congress
established a local board of five men, and gave them power to provide
for the defense of the settlements.
President Washington appointed St. Clair commander-in-chief, under whose recommendation the war board sent General Wilkinson with
five hundred and twenty-five men in August against the Indians on the
Wabash river. And keeping to the lands between the White river and the
Great Miami, he probably passed through Preble county, because in his
report he states that at seventy miles from Fort Washington the headwaters
of the White river were at his left. He then march northwest and destroyed several Indian towns on Eel river and the Wabash river, and destroyed their corn crops with a loss of but a few men.
The expeditions angered the Indians, and Little Turtle of the Miamis,
Blue Jacket of the Shawnees and Buckongahelas of the Delawares set on
foot a movement to form a confederacy of all the Indian tribes that would
be strong enough to drive the white men beyond the Ohio. In the meantime
St. Clair was organizing an expedition intending to establish a chain of
forts from Fort Washington to the head of the Maumee, now Fort Wayne,
and in that way to control the Indians by such a show of force. It took
until September, 1791, for St. Clair to gather together twenty-three hundred men, and then he marched to the Great Miami river and built Fort
Hamilton on the east bank of the river, a strong picket fort, built by the
army in fourteen days, near the east end of Main street bridge. From
Hamilton the army marched north, cutting out its road through the woods
and keeping west of Seven Mile creek, and north across Preble county
about a mile west of Eaton, and at forty-four miles from Hamilton, they
built Fort Jefferson, about the middle of October. On October 24, 1791,
the army took up its line of march for the north again, and on November 3
it reached a branch of the Wabash river at what is nOw know as Fort
Recovery. At this time the army numbered one thousand four hundred
and eighty-six men and officers.
A DISPATCH

FROM T H E

FRONT.

It is but fair to state that for some time St. Clair had been suffering with over-work that affected his stomach, lungs and limbs, so much so,
•that only his determination to push on and carry out the orders given
him by Washington kept hirii at the head of the army. Upon the banks
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of the stream the army encamped in two lines, the ground being covered
with a light snow. Of the battle, St. Clair reported to the secretary of
war as follows:
' •
• .;
"The right wing, composed of Butler's, Clark's and Patterson's battalions, commanded by Major General Butler, formed the first line: and
the left wing, consisting of Bedinger's and Gaither's battalions, and the
second regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Darke, formed the
second line, with an interval between them of about seventy yards, which
was all that the ground would allow. The right flank was pretty well secured by the creek; a steep bank, and Faulkner's corps, some of the cavalry
and their pickets, covered the left flank. The militia were thrown over the
creek, and advanced about a quarter of a mile, and encamped in the same
order. There were a few Indians, who appeared on the opposite of the
creek, but fled with the utmost precipitation on the advance of the militia.
"At this place, which I judged to be about fifteen miles from the Miami
village, I determined to throw up a slight work, the plan of which was
concerted that evening with Major Ferguson, wherein to have deposited
the men's knapsacks, and 'everything else that was not of absolute necessity, and to have moved on to attack the enemy as soon as the first regiment was come up.
"But they did not permit me to execute either; for on the 4th, about
half an hour before sunrise, and when the men had just been dismissed
from parade (for it was a constant practice to have them all under arms
a considerable time before daylight), an attack was made upon the militia.
"These gave way in a very little time, and rushed into camp through
Major Butler's battalion (which, together with a part Of Clark's, they threw
into considerable disorder, and which, notwithstanding the exertions of both
those officers, was never altogether remedied), the Indians following close
at their heels.
"The fire, however, of the front line checked them; but almost instantly
a very heavy attack began upon that line; and a few minutes later it was
extended to the second also. The great weight of it was directed against
the center of each, where the. artillery was placed, and from which the men
were frequently driven with great slaughter.
"Finding no great effect . from our fire, and confusion beginning to
spread from the great number of men who were falling in all quarters,
it became necessary to try what could, be done with the bayonet. Lieutenant-Colonel Darke was accordingly ordered to make a charge with a
part of the second line, and to turn the left flank of the enemy.

104

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

"The Indians instantly gave way, and were driven back three or four
hundred yards; but for want of a sufficient number of riflemen to pursue
this advantage, they soon returned, and the troops were obliged to give
back in their turn. At this moment they had entered our camp by the left
flank, having pushed back the troops that were posted there.
"Another charge was here made by the second regiment, Butler's and
Clark's battalions, with equal effect, and it was repeated several times, andalways with success; but in all of them. many men were lost, and particularly the officers, which, with so raw troops, was a loss altogether
irremediable.
"In that I just spoke of, made by the second regiment and Butler's
battalion, Major Butler was dangerously wounded, and every officer of the
second regiment fell, except three, one of which, Mr. Greaton, was shot
through the body.
"Our artillery now being silenced, and all the officers killed, except
Captain Ford, who was very badly wounded, and more than half of the
army fallen, being cut off from the road, it became necessary to attempt
the regaining it, and to make a retreat, if possible. To this purpose, the
remains of the army was formed as well as circumstances would admit,
toward the right of the encampment, from which, by the way of the second
line, another charge was made upon the enemy, as if with the design to turn
their right flank, but in fact to gain the road.
"This was effected, and as soon as it was open the militia took along
it, followed by the troops, Major Clark, with his battalion, covering the
rear. The retreat, in these circumstances, was as you may be sure, a very
precipitate one. It was, in fact, a.flight. The camp and the artillery were
abandoned; but that was unavoidable, for not a horse was left alive to have
drawn it off, had it otherwise been practicable."
A RETREAT AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

The flight was kept up until Fort Jefferson, twenty-nine miles distant,
was reached after sunset, with the Indians following, killing and scalping
stragglers for several miles, a great many of the men throwing away their
guns, and some even discarded their shoes, so as to be able to run faster.
From Fort Jefferson, the retreat was continued along the cut out trail to
Fort Washington, which place was reached in four day's.
But for a personal pique and jealousy of General Butler, the results
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might have been different. Captain Slough, in command of a party of
volunteers, had crossed the creek and pushed out about a mile and discovered many Indians, and about midnight reported to Colonel Oldham,
his superior officer, that fact, and that he believed the Indians would attack next morning, and he was ordered to report to General Butler, in command. Then Oldham sent out scouts of his own, who soon returned with
the same report, and Colonel Oldham then reported the matter also to
General Butler, and Slough asked that he might report the matter to St.
Clair, but Butler ordered him to go and lie down, which he did. On the
march from Fort Washington, General Butler had changed St. Clair's order
of march, and insisted on being permitted to take a thousand men and push
north on an expedition by himself, and because of St. Clair's reprimand,
became offended, and refused to go near St. Clair, except when compelled
to do so by his official duties. St. Clair never heard of the discovery of
the large body of Indians until reported by Slough after the battle. General Butler paid dearly for his obstinacy, for he was killed in the battle,
and his bones lie probably at the monument erected by Ohio at Fort Recovery.
The defeat must be ascribed to the surprise, which threw the militia
into confusion, and the woods afforded the Indians that shelter they most
desired in their mode of warfare. The defeat of St. Clair was the most
disastrous that was ever given the Americans by the Indians, before or
since. From an army of one thousand four hundred and eighty-six men
and officers, there were nine hundred and six killed or wounded.
The Indians were led by Little Turtle, chief of the Miamis, and one of
the greatest chieftains of the age, and he was also assisted by Joseph Brant
with one-hundred and fifty Mohawks. The number of Indians engaged
has been variously stated to have been one thousand to two thousand, but
the best authority seems to concede that probably not more than one thousand Indians were in the battle. Their successes rendered the Indians
bolder, and carried consternation to the settlers, and the year 1792 opened
a gloomy outlook for the settlers of the Ohio Valley. Congress immediately
passed laws to raise a strong force to send against the Indians, and Washington sent several delegations among them to endeavor to make a peace,
but without success. A Congressional committee was appointed, and after
investigation, made a report to the House of Representatives exonerating
St. Clair from all blame.
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T H E MAN W H O NEVER SLEEPS.

. , W a . s hington appointed General Anthony Wayne as the commander
of the new army, whom the Indians called, "The Snake," because of the
quickness of his movements and the silence with which he made his attacks,
and also "The man who never sleeps," because they were never able to
take him unprepared. In June of 1792, Wayne moved to Pittsburgh and
began drilling and organizing the gathering army that was tp make the
last argument with the Indians. General Wilkinson was appointed as commander at Cincinnati, and during the winter of 1791-92, Captain John S.
Gano was sent north with a detachment to erect another fort, and in
December, 1791, and January, 1792, he erected Fort St. Clair about a
mile west of Eaton, clearing off some eighty acres, or more around it to
afford a clear way for the artillery. The fort was what is known as a
stockade fort, with logs set endways in a ditch, which was filled in and
well tamped; and a blockhouse inside with puncheon upper floor, on which
the cannon were mounted.
From the site of the fort there is a short gulley or ravine coming
down from the high land, north to the branch, and in this ravine there is-a
spring of fine water, that is still flowing; and it is claimed there was a
covered way from the stockade down to the spring, from which the garrison got its supply of water. The hill on which the fort stood overlooks
a stream or branch of considerable size, and for several years soldiers were
kept at the fort, and from that fact the stream was named the Garrison
branch, which name it still retains. The farm on which the fort stood is
now owned by Clement R. Gilmore, of Dayton, Ohio.
In October, 1792, Major Adair with a force of one hundred mounted
Kentucky Infantry was sent as a convoy to a number of wagons and pack
horses, carrying army munitions and supplies to Fort Jefferson, which they
safely delivered. In the meantime Little Turtle, with some two hundred
and fifty Indians, started on a foray towards Cincinnati, and when near
Fort Hamilton, he learned from a prisoner of the proximity of the convoy
and its expected return, when he decided to surprise them, and returned
towards the southern part of this county, and secreted the Indians along
the trail, so as to ambush the detachment on its return, but Adair did not
leave Fort Jefferson until one day later than was expected, and -on his
return he reached Fort St. Clair on the evening of November 5, 1792, and
camped with his men near the clearing and woods outside of the stockade.
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Little. Turtle, being apprised .of .the change by.his runners,, quietly surrounded Fort St. Clair on the southeast, and.north, and just before daylight, on November 6th, attacked the. detachment, and for some time, one
of the two little battles fought, in this county raged with considerable fury.
The quaint report of the affair made by Adair to General Wilkinson, gives
a better idea of the fight than any words of mine, and is copied:
A N ORIGINAL REPORT ON A FRONTAL ATTACK.

• Dated November 6, 1792.—"This morning, about the first appearance
of day, the enemy attacked my camp, within sight of this post. The attack
was sudden, and the enemy came on with a degree of courage that bespoke
them warriors indeed. Some of my men were hand in hand with them
before we retreated, which, however, we did to a kind of stockade, interided
for stables; we made a stand. I then ordered Lieutenant Madison to take
a party and gain their right flank, if possible. I called for Lieutenant
Hail to send to the left, but found he had been slain. I then led forward
the men that stood near me, which, together with Ensigns Buchanan and
Florin, amounted to about twenty-five, and pressed to the left of their
center, thinking it absolutely necessary to assist Madison. We made a
manly push, and the enemy retreated, taking all our horses, except five or
six. We drove them about six hundred yards, through our camp, when
they again made a stand, and we fought them some time; two of my men
were here shot dead.
"At that moment I received information that the enemy were about
to flank us on the right, and on turning that way, I saw about sixty olf
them running to that point. I had yet heard nothing of Madison. I then
ordered my men to retreat, which they did with deliberation, heartily
cursing the Indians, who pursued us close to our camp, where we again
fought them until they gave way.; and when they retreated our ammunition was nearly expended, although we had been supplied from the garrison in the course of the action. I did not think it proper to follow them
again, but ordered my men into the garrison to draw ammunition. I returned in a few minutes to a hill to which we had first driven them, where
I found two of my men scalped, who were brought in.
"Since I began to write this, a few of the enemy appeared in sight,
and I pursued them with a party about a quarter of a mile, but could not
overtake them, and did not think proper to £ 0 further. Madison, whom
I had sent to the right, was, on his first attack, wounded and obliged to
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retreat into the garrison, having a man or two dead. To this misfortune I
think the enemy are indebted for the horses they got. Had he gained their
right flank, and I once had possession of their left, I think we might have
routed them at that stage of the action, as we had them on the retreat.
"I had six men killed and five wounded; four men are missing. I
think they went off early in the action on horseback and are, I suppose,
by this time at Fort Hamilton. My officers and a number of my men
distinguished themselves greatly.
"Poor Hail died calling to his men to advance. Madison's bravery and
conduct need no comment; they are well known. Florin and Buchanan
acted with a coolness and.courage that do them much honor; Buchanan, after
firing his gun, knocked an Indian down with the barrel. They have killed
and taken a great number of the pack horses.
"I intend following them this evening, some distance, to ascertain their
strength and route, if possible. I can, with propriety, say that about fifty of
my men fought with a bravery equal to any men in the world; and had the
garrison not been so nigh, as a place of safety for the bashful, I think many
more would have fought well. The enemy have, no doubt, as many men
killed as myself; they left two dead on the ground, and I saw two carried off.
The only advantage they have gained is our horses, which is a capital one,
as it disables me from bringing the interview to a more certain and satisfactory conclusion."
After the battle, rough coffins were made and the killed were buried
about fifty steps west of the fort, in a row; their names, beginning at the
south, are: Lieut. John Hale, Sergt. Matthew English, Robert Bowling,
Joseph Clinton, Isaac Jette and John Williams. There they slept in unmarked
graves until 1900, when, through the efforts of the Grand Army Post of
Eaton, headstones were placed at each grave with the name of the soldier
thereon. A number of those engaged in the battle afterward settled in the
Miami valley, and for many years they held reunions at the old fort. One
man, Luke Voorhes, was shot through the body, but recovered, and afterward settled in Gratis township and died there and is buried in one of our
cemeteries; and John Goldsmith, who died west of Eaton, was one of the
soldiers of the garrison at that time.
PREPARING FOR T H E F I N A L STRUGGLE.

In April, 1793, Wayne, with the army, arrived at Cincinnati, having
come down the Ohio river mostly in flatboats from near Pittsburgh, and
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he spent the spring and summer drilling and organizing his army, sending forward army munitions to the various posts, and also in cutting out a road
from Fort Hamilton north toward Fort Wayne, Indiana, to which place it
was at last completed; the road to be as straight as possible to keep it on the
highest and best ground for wagons and horses. All measures of the road
were made from Fort Hamilton, or, rather, from the point opposite Fort
Hamilton, which was on the east bank of the Great Miami river. At about
two miles the engineers crossed a stream, which they called Two Mile creek,
and at about four miles they crossed Four Mile creek; then, in order, came
Nine Mile creek, Fourteen Mile creek, now a small stream flowing southeast
across section 31, of Gratis township; then Seventeen Mile creek, a stream
flowing northwest across the Eby and Prugh lands in sections 1 and 12 of
Somers township, thence north to Rocky run, and passing about a mile east
of Eaton, thence nearly straight to where the present Eaton and Greenville
road crosses Banta creek, and is said to have wound up the side of the hill
north of Banta creek, which, on account of its height and steepness was nicknamed the "Forty Foot Pitch," by which name it is yet known. Then the
road ran west of north, passing near Ludlow's spring at its crossing of
Lowry's run, which is some sixty or more rods northwesterly of Zion church,
and on north past West Manchester to Greenville and Fort Recovery to Fort
Wayne, at the head of the Maumee river, then also called the Miami of the
Lakes.
The cutting of this road and the forwarding of supplies greatly excited
the Indians, who seem to have had no adequate idea of the strength and resources of the Americans, and who hoped and believed, and were encouraged
to believe, that the British and Spanish would assist them to drive the white
men south of the Ohio, and they finally, at Detroit, on August 16, 1793, formally rejected all offers of peace, unless the white men surrendered all rights
north of the Ohio.
FAILURE OF T H E "OLIVE B R A N C H . "

Wayne received word of the failure of the peace negotiations (which
he personally expected) in September, 1793, and on October 7 he put the army
in motion from Hobson's Choice, landing near Cincinnati, along the road he
had been so industriously preparing. The army numbered about three thousand men, including officers, and was composed of regular troops, hunters,
farmers, roustabouts, Indians, and some lawless elements as well. And it is
doubtful if any but the pushing, energetic iron will and hand of Wayne could
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have controlled and made a conquering army of such a heterogeneous gathering of men. And the sequel shows that President Washington knew men,
when, in the face of the opposition of his warmest friends in Virginia, he
selected "Mad Anthony Wayne" as the one man who could wipe out and
make the Indians forget the defeats of Harmar and St. Clair. The army
reached a point six miles north of Fort Jefferson on October 13, and proceeded to erect Fort Greenville on the present site of the city of Greenville.
The army supplies were hauled along the Old Traces road and guarded by
companies of soldiers against attacks of the Indians. About the middle of
October, Lieutenant Lowery, in command of ninety men, started from Fort
Hamilton with twenty wagons of supplies for Wayne's army, and on the
evening of October 16, 1793, he camped alongside of the road at Ludlows
Spring and on the banks of a small stream since named in' his honor as Lowery's run.
The ever watchful Little Turtle had been prowling along the flanks of
the army,' endeavoring to find an opportunity to strike a blow at his wily
foe, arid his warriors soon discovered the camp of the detachment, and Little
Turtle surrounded the camp during the night with some two hundred and
fifty'Indians. In the early morning of the 17th the camp was attacked as it
was a t Fort St. Clair by the same chief and a large part of the escort fled,
some going north toward Fort Jefferson, after a short but fierce fight. Lieutenant Lowery and Ensign Boyd, with thirteen men, were killed and the balance scattered, and the Indians had full possessiori of the camp and wagon
train. ' But they were so fearful that the soldiers fleeing north would warn
Wayne of the preserice of the Indians, and that he would instantly dispatch
a force that would take full revenge for their foray, they, consequently, only
took time to gather Up the horses, guns and ammunition, and then fled
through the woods, not even taking time to burn and destroy the wagons and
provisions, but left them standing in the road, where the detachment sent
back by Wayne found them and reported that only some trifling articles were
missing, but that the Indians did get about seventy horses.
.This and the fight at Fort St. Clair were the only battles fought within
the county. Lieutenant Lowery arid his fellow comrades were brought to
Fort St. Clair and buried, and on July 5, 1822, Lieutenant Lowery's remains
were removed to the Eaton cemetery.. In 1847 a public subscription haying
been taken' for the purpose, the remains of Lieutenant Lowery and all hi3 men
who fell in that fight were removed from the Eaton cemetery to Mound Hill
ceriietery, and. a grave prepared in the rriound left by the' Mound Builders and
a" shaft of Rutland fna'rble erected Over the grave, with a terse description
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of the fight, the men and the purposes of the monument. And on every Decoration Day it is strewn with flowers in memory that they, having paid the
"last full measure of devotion," are not forgotten by a grateful people.
BLEACHED BONES RETURNED TO MOTHER EARTH.

On December 23, 1793, Wayne sent a detachment to take possession of
the field of St. Clair's defeat, and it reached the place on Christmas day. One
of those present reported that they gathered up and buried six hundred skulls
of the slain and that in many places they had to scrape together the bones of
those who fell and remove them from the tents to make their beds. They
built a fort on the south bank of the stream, which they named Fort Recovery, which name it still bears. The fort was garrisoned by a proper force
under command of Capt. Alexander Gibson. During the winter Wayne kept
up his preparations for the advance of the army in the spring, and kept himself well informed of the movements and plans of the Indiaris by means of
his scouts arid spies; and the Indians, under the direction of Little Turtle,
were ever on the alert to surprise Wayne's forces, but never once found the
opportunity. From his spies, Wayne learned that the Indian warriors numbered from two thousand to three thousand, who were expected to be pitted
against his force, and on June 30, 1794, Little Turtle, with about fifteen hundred or more Indians, attacked the forces at Fort Recovery and fought for a
good part of two days, but were beaten off with a heavy loss and retreated
toward Grand Glaze, now Defiance.
After St. Clair's defeat the Indians were unable to take the captured cannon away, and hence turned logs over, dug a small trench, in which the cannon were placed, and then the logs were rolled back. But the white men had
discovered the method and had recovered the cannon, which were mounted at
the fort and helped to repel the attack; and after the fight it was found the
Indians had rolled over many of the logs in the hope they could secure the
cannon to use against the fort. Wayne's spies reported that there were a
number of British officers with the Indian force, thus confirming his belief
that the Indians were incited to war by the British.
TURTLE'S ADDRESS TO T H E SENATE.

Wayne- in order to deceive the Indians, had been cutting two rdads
through the woods from Fort Recovery, "one toward what is how Fort Wayne
and the other northeasterly toward the" Maumee rapids, and on July 26, 1794,
having been reinforced by sixteen hundred mounted men from Kentucky, he
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marched north through the woods between the two roads, straight to the
Grand Glaze, and would have surprised the Indians, but they were warned by
a deserter from the army and fled, leaving their towns. He reached the place
on August 8, and proceeded to build a fort, which he named Fort Defiance.
Wayne again offered the Indians peace, and at a council of the chiefs Little
Turtle counseled them to accept the offer and make peace, and is said to
have made the following speech: .
"Brothers, we have beaten the enemy twice, under separate commanders.
We can not expect the same good fortune always to attend us. The Americans are now led by a chief who never sleeps; the days and the nights are
alike to him. And during all the time that he has been marching upon our
villages, notwithstanding the watchfulness of our young men, we have never
been able to surprise him. Think well of it. There is something whispers
to me that it would be prudent to listen to his offers of .peace." Another
chief thereupon accused him of cowardice, which ended all efforts for peace,
because no epithet was so distasteful to an Indian as to be called a coward,
and Little Turtle ended the conference with the two words, "We fight." The
sequel showed that the loud-mouthed, smart-Aleck Indian was no safer adviser than the white men of the same class.
The Indians returned answer, asking Wayne to wait ten days, and they
would send him an answer. For answer, Wayne, on August 18, started his
army on the march down the north bank of the Maumee river, and after
marching forty miles built a small fort, called Fort Deposit, in which he
left the army baggage, so as to lighten his men for the expected battle. On
August 20 the army continued its course down the north bank of the river
for about five miles, when they came to a strip of country that had been
visited by a tornado for a distance of about two miles from the river and
most of the timber was blown down, and in this the Indians, about two thousand strong, had secreted themselves to make a stand against the Americans.
Some two or three miles below, the British had a trading post and a fort garrisoned by some two hundred, under Major Campbell.
T H E E N E M Y ROUTED.

In the advance of the army Major Price had a battalion of mounted
men, who first struck the Indian line extending from the river north nearly
two miles, and when the mounted men approached the line they were met
with so severe a fire as to, compel them to retreat. Wayne soon discovered
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that the Indians were in full force and were trying to turn his left flank, when
he ordered Gen. Charles Scott to gain and turn the right flank of the Indian
line with the whole force of mounted men, and also ordered his second line
of men to close up with the front line, which he ordered to charge the Indian
line with the bayonet, which they did; and as the Indians fled they followed
so fast, firing as they charged, that the Indians had not time to reload their
guns. At the same time he had ordered the regular cavalry to charge along
the river bank and gain the left flank of the Indians, which they did. The
whole matter was so unexpected to the Indians, and the charge was delivered
with such impetuosity, that both the Indians and the Canadian militia helping
them retreated so rapidly that in one hour they were driven two miles by
Wayne's army.
The enemy then scattered and fled in every direction, terror-stricken at
the rushing method of fighting adopted by Wayne, and left the Americans
in peaceable possession of the battlefield. Wayne pursued the Indians until
within range of the guns of the British fort. Wayne reported that he had
nine hundred men actually engaged in the battle. The loss of the army was
given as thirty-three killed and one hundred wounded, and that of the Indians and Canadians much greater.
Wayne then proceeded to destroy the Indian villages and cornfields for
fifty miles on each side of the river, even up to within a stone's throw of the
British fort, and its garrison had to look on, although the British commander
had written Wayne a letter threatening him if his army came within reach of
his cannon. The army returned to Defiance on August 27, and from there
it marched up the Maumee and reached the junction of the St. Joseph and St.
Mary's rivers on the 17th of September, 1794, and proceeded immediately to
build a fort, which Major Hamtramck, the commandant of the garrison,
named Fort Wayne, by which name it is yet called. General Wayne subsequently stated that the cornfields destroyed were
the finest and most extensive he had ever seen. The names of the Indian
tribes who were in the battle are: • Delawares, Miamis, Shawnees, Tawas and
Wyandots, and a few Chippewas and Pottawatomies from farther north
and west.
Wayne then marched the remainder of his army to Fort Greenville and
sent the Kentucky volunteers on to Cincinnati, where they were discharged.
Wayne, in October, re-established his headquarters at Greenville and waited,
certain that the battle of the "Fallen Timbers" would discourage the Indians.
(8)
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WISE AFTER T H E EVENT.

It is related that some time after the battle the Indians held a council to
decide on whether to continue the war or make peace, and as the different
chiefs were called upon they either made a non-committal speech or shook
their heads, and at last Little Turtle got up and stated that they had refused
to listen to his advice for peace with Wayne until their women and children
were starvng, and that it was plain that none of the tribes desired war, and
that he would go and make peace. He then left the meeting and at once set
about arranging for a meeting of the chiefs and Indians with Wayne in the
spring. In June, 1795, the council began gathering at Greenfield to make
peace. There were Buckongehelas of the Delawares, Little Turtle of the
Miamis, Tarhe the Crane of the Wyandots, Blue Jacket of the Shawnees,
Masass of the Chippewas, each accompanied by a number of his tribe, and
representatives of the Pottawattamies, Ottawas and Eel River Indians. The
conference lasted until, on August 7, 1795, the treaty known as the "Greenville Treaty" wras signed by all, and for southern Ohio all fear of Indian
depredations was ended and the settlers' right to the land firmly established.
The language giving the southern and eastern boundary of the Indian
lands is as follows:
"The general boundary lines between the lands of the United States and
the lands of said Indian tribes, shall begin at the mouth of the Cuyahoga
river, and run thence up the same to the portage between that and the Tuscarawas branch of the Muskingum river; thence down that branch to the
crossing place above Fort Laurens; thence westwardly to a fork of that
branch of the Great Miami river, running into the Ohio, at or near which
fork stood Lorame's store, and where commenced the portage between the
Miami of the Ohio; and St. Mary's river, which is a branch of the Miami
which runs into Lake Erie; thence a westerly course to Fort Recovery, which
stands on a branch of the Wabash; thence southwesterly, in a direct line to the
Ohio, so as to intersect that river opposite the mouth of the Kentucky or
Cuttawa river. * * * And the said Indian tribes do hereby cede, and
relinquish forever, all their claims to the lands lying eastwardly and southwardly of the general boundary line now described."
T H E SPOILS TO T H E CONQUERORS.

*-

And at the same time they ceded to the United States some sixteen other
tracts, ranging in size from two miles square to twelve miles square, scat-
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tered over northern Ohio and Indiana and Illinois, and in Michigan as far
north as Michilimackinac. This treaty was ratified by the Senate on December 22, 1795, and thus closed the Indian wars.
Little Turtle was a chief of the Miamis, who had villages in the valleys
of the two Miami rivers, and their largest settlements along the Maumee
river; and there were several wigwams along the Whitewater near New
Paris, and also some along Twin creek after white men began settling the
county. Little Turtle was one of the ablest Indians of his time, wise in
counsel and possessing considerable learning and considered resistance to the
whites as useless and certain to bring destruction to the tribes, and whenever
possible urged the Indians to peace and to adopt the agricultural pursuits of
the white man. But when he went to war with his people, he was a warrior
to be feared. He traveled pretty extensively, and is said to have had an account of his travels written out, and to have formed a vocabulary of the
language of the Miami tribe. Some time after peace was made he traveled
to Philadelphia to get the aid of Congress and the Friends, or Quakers, to
assist in transforming his people from savages to a peaceful and agricultural
people. While there he met the French philosopher Volney, who explained
to him that because the Tartars in some respects resembled the Indians the
European historians had conjectured that the Indians were the descendants of
Tartars, who by some means had crossed to America, and in reply he asked
Volney three questions, which could not be answered, and no one since has
been able to answer them. They were as follows: "Why should not Tartars,
who resemble us, have come from America? Are there any reasons to the
contrary? Why should we not both have been in our own country?"
"LOVE, HONOR AND TROOPS OF F R I E N D S . "

Little Turtle lived near Fort Wayne until about 1825, and died of the
gout, loved and respected by both white men and Indians for his earnest
efforts to elevate his people and to keep peace between the races, and at his
death his body was borne to the grave by white men, among them some
who had held high rank in the United States army, and he was given a soldier's burial as befitted a great chief. A monument is erected at his grave
and it is often visited by both Indians and white men.
The forts constructed from Cincinnati to Fort Wayne were practically
of one pattern, differing only in the size of the fort, and for those readers
who are not familiar with those matters I quote St. Clair's report to the war
department of the building of Fort Hamilton:
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"The circuit of that fort is about one thousand feet, through the whole
extent of which a trench about three feet deep was dug, to set the pickets in,
of which it required about two thousand to inclose it; and it is not trees taken
promiscuously that will answer for pickets, they must be tall and straight and
from nine to twelve inches in diameter, for those of larger size are too unmanageable. Of course few trees that are proper are to be found without
going over a considerable space of woodland. They were then carried to the
ground and butted, that they might be placed firm and upright in the trench,
with the axe or crosscut saw.
"Some hewing upon them was also necessary, for there are few trees so
straight that the sides of them will come in contact when set upright. A thin
piece of timber, called a ribbon, is run around the whole near the top of the
pickets, to which every one of them is pinned with a strong pin, without which
they would decline from the perpendicular with every blast of wind, some
hanging outward and some inward, which would render them in a great measure useless. The earth thrown out of the trench is then returned and strongly
rammed, to keep the pickets firmly in their places, and a shallower trench is
dug outside, about three feet distant, to carry off the water and prevent their
being removed by the rains. About two thousand pickets are set up on the
inside, one between every two of the others; the work is then enclosed. But,
previously, the ground for the site of the fort had to be cleared, and two or
three hundred yards around it. * * * A high platform was raised in
one of the bastions on the land side to scour the second bend of the river with
artillery. Another, made with the trunks of trees and covered with plank as
that was, was raised in one of the bastions toward the river, in order to command the ford and the river for some distance up and down."
The cannon were mounted on the raised platforms and holes were cut
between the pickets, large enough to permit the men to see through, and for
the muzzles of their guns in shooting at the enemy. Of course, such a fort
would form but small protection against modern implements of war, but when
it is remembered that the Indians had no cannon, only a part of them had
guns, and the rest carried bow and arrow and tomahawk, it will be seen that,
if manned by a proper force, they were well nigh impregnable.
A FAMILY KIDNAPPED.

The people living today in this Great Miami Valley that have never
known the terrors of Indian war since Wayne's victory—and the story seems
ancient—little realize the anxiety of the early settlers along the borders dur-
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ing those troublous times. The father or son might start to his work and
never return, or if he did he might find his home in ashes and the dead bodies
of wife, children or mother. To illustrate, I can do no better than relate a
little family history: During the Revolution my mother's ancestors lived in
one of the moutain valleys of northwestern Connecticut and my great-greatgrandfather was absent in the Revolutionary army, and the oldest boy, about
eighteen years old, one day started horseback with his grist to the mill, some
five miles distant, and on his return in the evening found the home in ashes
and the body, scalped, of his brother, and his mother and two brothers and
two sisters missing, the youngest sister only about one year old and the other
children ranging from seven to thirteen. The alarm was given and the trail
followed for two days, only to find by the way the child, whose brains had
been dashed out because it cried and might give the alarm, and the mother
tomahawked because she could not travel faster, as was learned some three
years later. But of one thing they were certain, that the deed was done by
a small band of Indians, who had then fled north to Canada toward Quebec.
As soon as peace came, the father went to Canada in search of his family
and found the youngest son had been adopted by an Indian tribe and the
eldest boy had been poisoned by an Indian woman because he was such a
hearty eater, while the girl, then sixteen, had been sold to a French family,
and he had to buy her back. They were brought back and afterward came to
Ohio, and my mother often heard the story from her great-aunt's lips, of the
murders, flight through the woods, and her life among the Indians.
Now that is not an isolated incident, but in a thousand homes along our
then borderland occurred similar or worse scenes. We can not wonder that the
white men of that time struck, and struck hard, to make the Indians understand that their homes must be left in peace. Among white men there are
individuals who only respect other people's rights because they fear the force
of public opinion, or the force of law; and I believe the Indians in America,
generally speaking, as a race, were only brought to accept civilization and
the peaceful pursuits of the white men because they learned by experience the
force and power of the white men when aroused. There may be, and I grant
are, some notable and splendid exceptions, but, reading the history of our
land, they must be set down as exceptions by every fair-minded critic.
T H E INDIAN MISTOOK H I S VOCATION.

If the Indians had made an effort to adapt themselves to something besides the warpath, they might have taken a large part in the development of
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our country. In the last fifty years times have changed with them, and as I
write this I am reminded that there are two full-blooded Indians in the
United States Senate. Man the hunter had to give way to man the laborer.
There is much sentimental writing about robbing the Indians of their lands,
but it must be admitted, I think, by all fair-minded critics that Ohio is an exception. The Indian title to all the lands of Ohio were extinguished by fair
and peaceful treaties. The Fort Harmar and Fort Stanwix treaties were
peaceful treaties and established practically the same lines as the Greenville
treaty, and the Indians who, with their chiefs, had made those treaties, refused to abide by them and, incited by the British, they waylaid and murdered the coming settlers and refused to desist, and the result was war; and
after the war the Indian titles to the various lands in northern Ohio were
secured by treaty or purchase. So that it may be asserted that all the lands
of Ohio were honorably acquired by the government and then sold to the
settlers, and that there never has been any litigation over the titles, as against
the claims of the Indians, or an appeal to the United States courts to settle
the matter, as has been done in a number of our western states.
, .

CHAPTER V.
LANDS, STREAMS AND ROADS.

Preble county is bounded on the north by Darke county, on the east
by Montgomery and Butler counties, the line between said counties beingone and one-half miles north of the southeast corner of Preble county, on
the south by Butler county, and on the west by Union and Wayne counties
of Indiana, the line between said counties touching the west line of Dixon
township, about forty rods south of the northwest corner of section 7 in
said township.
In writing the history of Preble county, and its townships, one of the
most puzzling questions to the citizens of the county is why the townships
are so numbered by the government surveyors and why the section lines
differ in passing from one township to another. The reasons are these:
In 1796 Congress passed a law that a meridian line should be drawn
north from the mouth of the Great Miami river, and the government land
east and west thereof should be surveyed into townships six miles square,
beginning at the mouth of said river, and numbered thence consecutively
north. The land east of the Great Miami river was not at that time government land, a large body between the Great Miami and Little Miami
rivers having been sold to John Cleves Symmes and his associates called
the Symmes Purchase, hence the east line of the townships could not go
further east than the Great Miami river. The first line of townships north
was called range 1 east and the second line range 2 east, etc., and the ranges
ran north to the Greenville treaty line. And as the Great Miami river
flowed southwesterly in its general course, the townships touching it would
have their eastern side slanting, or oblique with the course of the river,
and would not be square and full townships, hence are called fractional
townships, but in the survey whenever they got six miles north of the starting point, the north line of the township was established.
Owing to the trend of the Great Miami river to the west, at the end
of twelve miles from its mouth, the north line of township 2 struck the
river before it reached the east line of range 2 east, and the third line of
townships, or range 3 east, began on the river as township 1, range 3 east,
opposite township 3, range 2 east, making a difference of two townships,
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and numbering north in the first two ranges, the first townships in the
county are number 6, and in the third range the first township is number 4.
As the Greenville treaty line, beginning at its east and slanted southwest to Loraine, thence northwest to Fort Recovery, the six-mile measures
north did not run out just at that line and the north townships of each
range were measured to the line only, and are also called fractional townships.
The Congressional requirements were that each township should be
surveyed, beginning at the southwest corner of the township, thence east
six miles, thence north six miles, thence west six miles, thence south six
miles to beginning, establishing a corner at the end of each mile surveyed.
MIXED MEASUREMENTS.

Now, to make it understandable why the section or mile lines do not
coincide, let us take a case: say township 7, range 2 east, or Gasper township, counting it to Main street, Eaton. In the survey they began at southwest corner, or northwest corner of Somers township, and ran east six
miles, and north six miles, and west six miles, then south six miles, and
placed a corner at each mile, measured regardless of the previous measure
of the north line of Somers township, and the east line of Dixon township, on which lines mile corners were established by measuring west on
north line of Somers, and north on east line- of Dixon townships. Hence,
the mile corners being established by measuring in opposite directions, it
would be more remarkable if they agreed than if they differed.
The four township corners always agree, of course. Our roads being
generally on section lines, in crossing township lines the jogs are very
noticeable and are often commented upon. The least and greatest variations known to the writer are at the riorthwest corner of section 2 of Gratis
township, difference eight inches, and at southwest corner of section 6 of
Twin township, difference sixty-seven rods.
The townships were surveyed by the government surveyor, who for
most of the county was Israel Ludlow; then the section lines were run by
the deputy surveyors, by running lines from the section corner on the south
line of the township to the opposite corner on the north line, beginning at
that corner one mile west of the southeast corner of the township, and at
the end of each mile run they measured and ran east to that mile corner,,
correctirig themselves, and setting corners at each half mile, and when
north line was reached, beginning again at the south line of the township
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at the next mile corner, and running north as before, and so repeating,
until they reached the fourth line when they ran north and measured east
as before, except after correcting their corner they measured and ran west
two miles to the opposite corner on the west line, and set a corner at each
mile and half mile, and when they reached the west line the last measure
might be more or less than a half mile, and as we come north with the
meridian lines, they slowly approach each other; and the rule was made
to throw the deficiency, if any, into the west side of the township, and
into the northwest corner thereof. Hence we have the northwest quarter
of Washington township containing only seventy acres, and being the
smallest quarter of the county.
The center corners of all sections were placed by county surveyors at
various times, when called to survey for the land owners.
. This was the theory of the survey of the county, and it was fairly
well carried out, most of it being done from 1798 to 1806. And when we
remember that the county was covered with a dense forest, through which
they must cut a sight road, and that most of the work was done with a
heavy chain, and a Jacob staff compass and that the surveyors hired their
own help, and that their pay was three dollars per mile for each mile run,
thus inciting to haste instead of accuracy, we wonder that the work was
so well and accurately done as it was.
Each township is divided into thirty-six sections, number 1 being in
the northeast corner, then numbering west to section 6, then east and west
alternately, until number 36 is in the southeast corner of each township,
and the same system of surveying and dividing public land is employed by
the United States today.
A BETTER P L A N .

The United States surveyors' system of naming and reporting the
sections, quarters thereof and the corners, is the shortest and simplest that
has been devised, and is much used and taught in the western parts of the
United States. Thus, the northeast quarter is marked as N. E. J4, and
the northeast corner as N. E. cor., and since the half mile corners on the
four sides of a section divide the section into quarters, they are marked
N. ]/^ cor., and E. %. cor., and so forth, and for all other corners and quarters around the section.
The complete history of every line run by the United States surveyors,
on both the township lines, and the lines dividing the same into sections,
giving the crossing of every stream, a description of the country and tim-
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ber, and giving the distance that the corners on township lines miss the
corners on the adjoining townships, has been made by the United States
and a copy of same is deposited in the office of the auditor of state at
Columbus, Ohio.
While surveying the township lines Israel Ludlow is said to have made
his camp at a fine spring, west of Zion's church about four miles north of
Eaton, for some weeks, which was by the early settlers called Ludlow's
spring, by which name it is yet known.
REWARDING

THE

SOLDIERS.

In Ohio there are no less than twenty different surveys or systems
of dividing the land, chief of which are the Congress lands just described,
and the seven ranges surveyed at Marietta for the Ohio Company, and the
Western Reserve in the northeastern part of the state, and the United States
military land, reserved for United States soldiers of the Revolution and
lying east of the Scioto river, and the Virginia military land, reserved for
the Revolutionary soldiers of Virginia, and being west of the Scioto, and
limited by Ludlow's line west, and Greenville treaty line north.
In the last named tract, each soldier received scrip which entitled him
to a certain number of acres, in accordance with his time of service or his
disability incurred in the service, and as the scrip was transferable by
assignment, many soldiers sold their scrip, and the buyer of several scrips
would locate the land by employing a surveyor, and having the full number of the acres called for by all his script surveyed in any shape he desired,
so it did not overlap a previous survey, and having the lines run, if possible, so as to include good land and cut out the poor land, and then file
the survey of location in the land office and receive a patent for that tract
of land.
Hence, in the Virginia military land, the lines being so various, the
retracing of the old land lines is a most difficult task, and must ever so
remain, because, as the country was divided in the beginning it will so continue.
The western line of the Virginia military land, called Ludlow's line,
begins at the head waters of the Little Miami river, and runs thence north
twenty degrees west, across Green, Clark, Champaign, and Logan counties
to the Greenville treaty lines.
The Symmes Purchase was between the two Miami rivers, and measured north from the Ohio river until the land included was the number of
acres paid for.
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The other divisions of land in Ohio, French grant lands, Zane's township, etc., were of comparatively small tracts of less than one hundred
thousand acres each. The Fire lands were five hundred thousand acres off
the west end of Western Reserve.
This description of the methods of division of our land system is
given because it is the most permanent of our institutions, and will probably remain unchanged until our people follow the mound builders into
oblivion, or until some war lord gains such an ascendancy that he can
divide it up to suit his own notions of how it should be done to reward hjs
flunkeys and retainers, which time we think will be so far distant that it
ought not preclude our boys and girls from learning our present system,
and thus help them to avoid long and bitter disputes with neighbors, because it is a fact known to all lawyers, that disputed land lines bring about
the bitterest and most protracted litigations in our courts.
The county, being about eighteen miles wide by twenty-four long,
comprises four hundred and thirty-two square miles, and each township
was intended to contain twenty-three thousand and forty acres of land,
but because the surveyors were not perfect men, there is generally a variation of a few acres.
NOMENCLATURE

OF T H E

STREAMS.

Many of the streams.of our county were named after the names of
prominent early settlers, who settled and owned land along those streams.
The larger streams of the county so named are: Dixon's branch, Aukerman creek, Banta's fork, Price's creek, Miller's fork, Beasley's branch,
Leslie's run, and a number of smaller streams were likewise similarly
named, in the different townships, and the names still remain, and ought
to be retained. And as I visited and learned them as county surveyor, I
will give the names' of the greater number that have been so designated:
Paxton's branch, Harris's run, Kelly's branch, Nisbets's branch, Brinley
fork or Little creek, Jacqua creek or Jocquewaw creek, Sheideler's run, William's branch or Big Cave run, Pottenger run, Tibbett's branch, Bulls' run,
Owen's branch or Skunk run, Beall's run, Robert's branch, Elliott's branch,
Fleisch ditch, Stubbs branch, Denny run, Boone's branch, Halderman branch,
there are two, one flows into Twin and one into Aukerman, Sams run,
Rapes run, Jims run, Lick run, Elkhorn creek, said to be so named because
the early settlers thought its bending course resembled a deer's horn;
Lowry's run, named from Lieutenant Lowry's battle with Little Turtle, on
its banks near Ludlow spring; Swamp creek, from the waters of the land

124

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

along its upper course; Elk creek, the name brought by the early settlers
from their eastern homes; Hopewell creek, the name given by the early
Presbyterians who settled along its banks; Goose creek, there are two of
that name, one flowing past Antioch school into Seven Mile,, and one flowing through the northeastern part of Washington township into Lowry's
run, each getting its name, because on its banks in an early day lived a
thrifty German couple, who each year for many years, raised large numbers of geese that were allowed to stray along the stream, and the young
nien of that day were as ready with nick names as they are today, hence
the name.
Pleasant run, there are two of this name, rising on the same farm,
one flows north into Twin, and one flows south into Elk creek. Paint creek
is said to have been so named because the Indians found a reddish yellow
ochre along the stream, with which they painted themselves (probably
small ochre deposits from the remains of interglacial forests). Whitewater, named after the larger stream in Indiana into which it flows; Rush
run, from the swift flowing rush of its waters; Garrison branch, because
it flows past the site of old Fort St. Clair; Periwinkle creek, or West fork
of Seven Mile, because along it were found many of the little curling
shells of what they called periwinkles; while Rocky ford, Rocky run, Dry
fork or Twin, Sugar run, Opossum run, and Morning Sun branch name
themselves.
The largest drainage stream of the county, Twin creek, had an Indian name that meant, a pair, or one of a pair, because the two streams
joined like two fingers at Germantown, and the white man adopted the idea,
and name one Little Twin, and the other Big Twin, according to their size;
Seven Mile, or St. Clair's creek, was named by Wayne's engineers, because
it crossed seven miles from Fort Hamilton; and Four Mile creek, and Fourteen Mile, and Seventeen Mile creeks, also because they crossed at those
distances.
But it seems as though the Indian names are often more fitting. The
Indians named Four Mile, "Talawanda," meaning "clear water," which
well describes it; and the College Corner springs have been named Talawanda springs, because the wells are on the banks of Little Four Mile creek.
And the Miami Indians called Seven Mile creek, "Metatamanee," meaning
"pebbly bottom," which will be recognized by all acquainted with the
stream as a very correct description of the whole stream. It is a curious
fact that the western drainage slope of all the main streams of the county
is two or three times greater than the eastern drainage slope.
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HOW T H E ROADS WERE LAID OUT.

The roads of the county are generally laid out along section or half
section lines, because by so doing the farms and fields are left square
shaped, and are easier tilled. But in the early days of the county, land
was not so valuable, and the first consideration in laying out roads was the
convenience of travel, and to render the distances as short as possible, hence
we have many diagonal roads.
From Eaton, the county seat, there were four roads laid out, leading
towards the four corners of the county, and today the traveler to the county
seat from those directions heads for one of those roads, because shorter.
The road made by St. Clair was only a trail through the woods and
was abandoned soon after, and its location is now problematical. Of
course, the first road laid out in the county, that has remained as a road,
is Wayne's Trace, or Old Trace, as it is called, and although it has been
much changed to make it fit land lines in a number of places, it is said to
be substantially where originally cut out.
The first road laid out by the authorities of the state is what is yet
known as the Franklin road, from Franklin, through Germantown and
Winchester, now Gratis, to Eaton, and was laid out while this county was
a part of Montgomery county.
The first road laid out by the authority of the commissioners of Preble
county, was granted June 8, 1808, and extending .from northwest corner
of Eaton to Gettysburg and New Paris.—Road Rec. 1, page 1.
The Great National road, beginning at Cumberland, Maryland (from
which place to Baltimore existed a good turnpike), was intended to extend
by the straightest and most practical route to St. Louis, and thence to St.
Joseph, Missouri. But the first act, passed and approved by Thomas Jefferson, March 29, 1806, only contemplated extending the road to the Ohio
river at Wheeling, West Virginia, and on March 13, 1825, a bill was passed
to extend said road to the permanent seat of government of Missouri, and
to pass through the seats of government of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois; and
in 1826 was surveyed as far west as Indianapolis, and from its crossing of
the Ohio river it ran a straight line through Zanesville, Columbus to Indianapolis, except where compelled to bend to ascend or descend hills, or
cross streams, the surveyors refusing to vary the road from a straight line
for the cities of Newark and Dayton, which they missed six and nine miles
respectively, and this action greatly incensed the people of those cities, and
they proceeded to build roads for themselves.
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There was considerable government work done on the National road
in Indiana and Illinois, but a much greater amount of continuous road
building was done in Ohio. The road from Cumberland to Columbus, Ohio,
practically followed old Indian trails, and hence was often called, "The Old
Trails road." It was cut out eighty feet wide to the Mississippi river.
The last appropriation by Congress for building was made in 1836.
Along the road were placed mile stones, every mile, and on the stones were
given the distances to Cumberland, and to Columbus and Indianapolis for
all stones west of Columbus.
AN

UNCOMPLETED

WORK.

The National road, headed straight as an arrow to its destination in
the great west, passes across Preble county about seven miles north of the
court house, and went straight to Richmond, Indiana; but now, about a
half mile west of the state line, is diverted south a half mile to the turnpike, to help the " farmers avoid triangular fields. The road was never
finished in this county by the government, but along that old road, across
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, until the middle of the nineteenth century,
poured a steady stream of the emigrant flood to settle the great west;
and it became, and was one of the most important factors in that settlement, and was talked of then as the great trade artery between the east
and the west, and the same as some of our railroads are today. The government only completed the National road continuously as far west as
Springfield, Ohio. In 1836, two companies were formed to build toll turnpikes : one from Springfield to Dayton, and one from Dayton to Eaton
and Richmond, called the Dayton and Western turnpike. These roads were
finished in 1839 and 1840, and as the government had its mile stones erected
as far as Springfield, these toll roads began their numbers as if consecutive with the National road, and erected one every mile, giving the distance from Cumberland; and having built most excellent roads, they diverted much of the travel from the unfinished part of the National road,
and the continuous numbering of the mile stones has caused many people
to think and believe that the National road passed through Daytori and
Eaton, but it is erroneous, the facts being as above stated. The National
road across the county has now been bridged, graded, and graveled by
the citizens living along the road, under the two mile road law, and they
have made a most excellent road, one of the best in the county, and it is
much traveled by touring automobile parties, on account of its straightaway course.
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One of the mile stones on the Dayton and Western turnpike stood
about a square east of the Pennsylvania railroad crossing on Main stlreet,
Eaton, and it bears the words, Cumberland 349, Columbus 90, Indianapolis 90. It is now standing in front of the Stotler block, in Eaton,
because E. S. Stotler was the last president of the company for twenty
years.
A PROPOSED ROADWAY

ORCHARD.

There are in the county just about nine hundred miles of full roads,
counting the roads on the county lines as half roads, because the one-half
is in the adjoining county. Most of our roads are forty feet wide, and the
roadsides are generally useless; but since in Ohio the farmer is the absolute
owner of the land, and the public has no rights but that of travel, it does
seem that the road lines could be set with standard apple trees, the trimming of which would be no more trouble than cutting weeds, and making
a liberal allowance for crossings and turnouts, each mile would hold three
hundred apple trees, which would certainly beautify the roads, and furnish much fruit for the farmer to sell, and thus be profitable, and. even
if a traveler or boy ate a few apples, they would never be missed.
The agitations for better roads in Ohio seem to be periodic; and
especially so in Preble county. From 1800 to 1825 probably three-fourths
of the roads of the county were located; then there was a pause for ten
or twelve years, when a movement began for toll roads, and lasted until
about 1850, and then all was quiescent for the next twenty years, except
in the formation of one mile assessment roads, commonly called free pikes,
of which over two hundred were listed, requiring the appointment of over
six hundred free turnpike commissioners and those roads were made better and better, as the years went by, and they helped educate the people to
build roads for themselves instead of for toll companies; and in consequence
thereof, about 1870 a new movement for better roads and free roads
started, and people began to build roads under the two-mile assessment
law, called improved roads, and the completion of the road was let by
contract, and the people along the line soon had a good road, graded,
drained, bridged and graveled. This movement continued to about 1890,
during which time over two hundred miles of road were built or toll roads
taken over and made free, until, only the road from Eaton to Dayton was
left as a toll road; and in 1897, the Dayton & Western Electric railroad, in order to secure a right of way, bought the stock of the toll road
for a nominal sum (as it had not been remunerative for some years), and
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granted the right of way to the railroad (itself) and then sold the bridges
of the toll road to the county and turned over the road to the county as a
free road, and thus ended the last toll road in the county.
PEOPLE SOMNOLENT ON ROADS.

About 1890, the people again took a sleep on the road question for
about twenty years, only to be waked up by the demand for better roads by
automobile owners, and the demand became so insistent, that about 1910
the county again embarked in the road building movement, and several
miles of improved macadam roads have been built, and in this year, 1915,
Eaton has paved Main street and North Cherry street, being the first
paved streets ever built in the county.
There is a rising demand for brick roads on the main inter-county
roads, and where and when the movement will again stop is a question
that must be answered by the future historian, but transportation facilities will be better, distances will become shortened, loads will be increased,
and hauling cheapened by better grades and harder surface for the roads.
And'it is to be hoped that our farmers will not look alone to the utility
of the roads, but as the years go by, they will make the road lines more
beautiful and attractive to the travelers, who are largely farmers themselves.

CHAPTER VI.
EARLY SETTLERS OF PREBLE COUNTY.

The state of Ohio, on account of its fertility and many streams, grassy
glades and prairies and plains and the mighty forests that covered parts of
the land, afforded protection and abundance of food for all kinds of game, and
hence was coveted by many Indian tribes, who waged war upon each other
to gain and hold it as a heritage.
About 1669 La Salle passed down the Ohio river to the falls of the
Ohio and claimed the country for the French, who were compelled to cede it
to the English at the close of what is called the French and Indian War, a
short time before the Revolution, and in 1783 the treaty of peace with England ceded all south and west of the Great Lakes to the United States. About
1750 a Connecticut company had sent one Christopher Gist to Ohio to investigate a proposed purchase and settlement in the Ohio country, as it was
then called, which included Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and he spent many
months in his travels and carried back such a glowing account of the country
that it was not forgotten.
GOD'S FAVORED LAND.

In the meantime, the daring hunters who had settled in Kentucky during
the Revolution had penetrated the state and seen and realized the advantages
of soil, timber and climate, and the stories had been carried back to North
Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania and New York, and almost as soon as the
echoes of the war with England had subsided, many of the soldiers of the
Revolution, followed by other adventurous spirits, came crowding over the
mountains, across the land and down the Ohio river, searching for homes in
God's favored land, and bringing with them their wives and families and what
household goods they could carry, not forgetting their trusty rifles.
The United States had secured by treaty with the Indians at Forts Stanmix and Harmar the right to settle the southern half of Ohio, and the white
man's axe was soon heard ringing in a hundred valleys of Ohio, hewing out a
home. They were men of tireless energy, unflinching courage, hard work(9)
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ers, willing to undergo the hardship and danger, far-seeing and uncomplaining, and their women were fit companions of those hardy men who laid the
foundations of an empire.
The people of today little realize the privations and difficulties of those
early settlers. The neighbors were miles apart and doctors were few, so
they depended on herbs gathered and dried and the help and knowledge of the
older settlers. The houses were called cabins. The name does not mean
much to the ordinary reader, so let me describe one that was built in central
Ohio about 1805, and was visited by the writer a year or so before the Civil
War, and it left an impression on my boyish mind that has never faded: A
small stream called a run flowed down a gentle slope and joined the river a
quarter of a mile away, and along the run a spring burst forth of pure water,
and about a hundred feet away from the spring was the top of the hill, perhaps ten feet above the run, and on that knoll the house was built.
T H E LOG CABIN DESCRIBED.

It was built of round logs from about eight to fourteen inches thick, the
cabin being sixteen feet by twenty feet. The logs notched at the corners and
the spaces between the logs filled with a piece of wood so split as to form a
wedge and held in place by wooden pins, and the crevices all filled with a blue
clay mud. A window was on each side and one end formed by cutting a log
off, and the space had been filled with a cloth stretched over it, but when seen
by the writer it had a sash filled with three panes of glass, eight by ten. The
door was puncheon, or slabs split off of an ash log, about two inches thick,
and hewed and nailed to cross-pieces, and the hinges were wood, fitting over a
wooden pin nailed to the logs, and the latch was a wooden bar, dropped behind a piece of timber fastened to the inside of the house logs, and was raised
from the outside by a buckskin string attached and run through a small hole
in the door three or four inches above the latch, and when they locked the door
they simply pulled the string inside. The floor was made of the same material
as the door. The roof was covered with clapboards four feet long, held in
place by a pole laid along about six inches above the lower end, and the poles
held from rolling down by a piece of timber extending upward from the pole
below; while, overhead, this house had a ceiling.of the same material as the
floor, with a hole about three feet by four feet near one corner, and the stair^
way was a ladder. The bed upstairs was formed by boring holes in the logs
and poles driven in and the outer end supported, by a wooden leg, and ropes
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stretched across, on which a straw tick was placed. The chimney was the embellishing feature of the house, built at one end and out of doors, so as to
give more room, with the logs cut off just at the chimney. I think it was
about eight feet wide by six feet deep outside, and into its throat could be
rolled a log four feet long. The chimney was built of stone, the fireplace being of some kind of sandstone that stood the fire, and the stone carried up
about six feet high; then from there up it was made of split laths that were
just like our tobacco laths, laid in the blue clay mud and extending to about
two feet above the roof, and the inside and outside heavily plastered with the
blue mud. In the fireplace was hung an iron crane about four feet long, that
could be swung out of the fireplace, and on the crane were iron hooks of different lengths, on which to hang pots and kettles. The hearth was stone, and
on it stood an iron pot, in which they baked, about a foot in diameter, standing on three legs and with a heavy iron lid. The clothes hooks were wooden
pins in the logs, and over the door were nailed deer's horns, in which the gun
rested. A wooden water bucket and a gourd dipper completed the outfit.
Such as this were many of the houses of this county in those days, and
many a young couple set up housekeeping in just such cabins, and they were
happy and prospered, and we today enjoy the harvest for which they sowed
the seed. As they prospered they built hewed log houses made by hewing a
slab off the side of a log sixteen to twenty-four inches thick, leaving a log
about six to ten inches thick, and at the corners notched to let the logs, built
edgewise, come as near together as possible, and the cracks were filled with
split chinking and daubed with clay mortar, and they made very warm and
comfortable houses, too, and when saw mills multiplied until they were
within reasonable reach, they built, modern frame houses or covered the
old log house with siding and remodeled the interior and some of those
old houses still exist in our county.
A RECOLLECTION

OF PALATABLE

PLEASURE.

The cooking was done in front of the big fireplace or in a kettle swung
on the crane hooks. The bread, pies and cakes were baked in a tin reflector
set before the fire, the top of the reflector flaring up like the top of the old
poke bonnet of our grandmothers. As a boy I have eaten some of those
dinners so cooked, and I do not remember to have eaten any since more
juicy and palatable than they were.
The roads were simply cut out roads or trails, the tracks winding
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around the stumps, no gravel or grade, and in the spring of the year became
almost impassable. As illustrating their condition, Dr. Christian Saylor,
of Gratis, related to the writer some thirty-five years ago, that the hardest
day's riding he ever did was about 1830. He was notified that his presence
was desired at a conference over a patient some two miles north of Gettysburg the next day. It was in April and he started on horseback before daylight, and was with the patient two hours, and got back long after dark,
muddy from the top of his cap to his boots, and his horse so badly worn
that he was given a couple of days' rest. Now the automobiles cover the
route in an hour and a half, running easy.
The hogs and cattle ran half wild in the woods and each owner had a
particular mark that he put on his stock while young, so it might be known.
One mark I remember—about one inch of the pig's right ear was cut square
off, and the left ear split some distance, called square crop right and slit left.
When the farmer butchered, the neighbors helped round up the hogs and
those that were too wild to be rounded up were shot in the woods and
hauled in to the tubs.
The lights were from the fireplace, or from an iron cup with grease
and wick, called grease lamp, and later, tallow candles made at home, as
nearly every family came to own a pair of candle molds. These things
have now become memories only, for I think in all the wide domain of the
United States there is no place where civilization is starting now under such
difficulties, unless it be in interior Alaska. Those brave men and women
budded wiser than they knew—themselves independent, fearless and selfreliant, and determined to win, they transmitted to their descendants the
same spirit of vim and vigor, until our nation has learned to rely upon the
splendid manhood of the state for leaders in every walk of life, and the
names of Ohio men who have led in education, commerce, trade, war, the
pulpit and the bar and political power, can never be forgotten in writing
the history of the nation.
Those early settlers having to depend upon each other developed a
brotherly helpfulness that should be emulated and followed now. When
a cabin was to be erected they turned out all the neighborhood to assist.
When one of them got sick or injured by an accident and unable to gather
or cut his crops the neighbors gathered and did the work for him; and the
traveler, when night overtook him along the trails, called at the first cabin
for a night's lodging and was seldom refused. Thievery was almost unknown, except an occasional raid by professional horse thieves, who, if
caught, sometimes paid the last penalty.

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

133

T H E FIRST RESIDENT.

The first white settler of Preble county probably was John Leslie, who,
in 1798, at the close of the Indian war, settled in the southeast section of
Gratis township and some of his descendants still reside in that township.
Jacob Parker was perhaps the first settler of Lanier township. He was a
soldier in Wayne's army and with five others was sent out in search of a
deserter in 1793, when near the south part of this county and they followed
the trail to Twin creek about a half-mile southeast of West Alexandria and
camped for the night. The next morning young Parker strolled about
and on his return to breakfast told his companions that if he lived through
the war he was going to buy that particular piece of land. They laughed
at him, of course, but after the treaty of Greenville had secured peace, he
came up from Cincinnati and built a cabin in 1798 on the piece of land
where he had camped and as soon as it was surveyed he filed an entry for
that quarter section and died there about the close of the Mexican War.
The first settlement of Ohio was at Marietta on April 7, 1788, by Gen.
Rufus Putnam and his associates of the Ohio company. Of course, it must
not be forgotten that a trading post was established about 1748 at Loramie,
called Loramie's store or Fort Pickarwillamy, on the head waters of the
Great Miami, but as it was burned and destroyed by the French and Indians
a few years later, it cannot be said to be a permanent settlement. Then,
about November, 1788, a settlement was made at the mouth of the Little
Miami on the Syrumes Purchase, now in the city of Cincinnati. In December, 1794, Hamilton was laid out and Dayton in November, 1795, and in
each the following year a few settlers located. So great had been the fear
of Indian troubles that in 1799 there were probably not more than ten
thousand people in the state of Ohio, and they were located chiefly along
Lake Erie, and the Muskingum, Scioto and Miami rivers. The Miami
country in that day seemed to offer the greatest attraction to the pioneers.
A LESSON I N DOMESTIC ECONOMY.

The women of those days made the clothes for the family, many of
them spinning the wool and flax and weaving it into cloth, and when they
did not have those, they often tanned deer skins and bear and wolf hides
and made them into garments, and from them also made shoes, called moccasins, and when they visited or went to church they walked or rode horseback. •
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The laws of the state recognized the implements so used as essentials
for the family, and when the husband died the appraisers appointed by the
court were ordered to set off to the widow without any appraisement, as her
separate and necessary property, to keep house: spinning wheels and flax,
twelve sheep and the wool from them, and one side saddle, one cow, beds,
household furniture and cooking untensils, and table ware necessary to
keep house. The same things are retained in the laws of the present time,
although spinning wheels and side saddles have become curiosities.
One of the early settlers of the county was Judge John Meroney, who
was appointed as one of the first three associate judges, and he was so
prominent, respected and loved by the early settlers of the county that his
name deserves more than a passing notice. He was born July 10, 1865, in
Essex county, Delaware, and during the Revolution, when a mere boy
helping to load wheat for the American army, was captured by the British,
but released in a few days on account of his youth. During the Revolution his father moved to Reedy Fork in North Carolina, and he had for
a companion John Haines, a boy of about the same age, and they grew to
manhood together, between them existing the warmest personal friendship.
About 1798, John Meroney married Esther Ozias in Guilford county,
North Carolina, and they began planning to move to the Great Miami Valley, that then was talked of everywhere in the older states as the agricultural Eldorado. He sold all his property except a team of horses and wagon
and the necessary utensils and clothing he could haul therein, and thus moved
to Springborough, Warren county, in 1801, and from there to Preble
county in 1806, and bought and settled on the northwestern quarter of
section 34, township 8, range 2 east, building his house near the big spring
and there he continued to live until his death, October 16, 1848. He is said
to have been the first settler on the upper course of Seven Mile creek. Moving on the farm early in April he built his cabin in the woods and hastily
cleaned about five acres of bottom land that was easily cleared, and during
May, 1806, he planted it in corn as best he could and when it began growing he had a whole summer's fight to keep the corn from being stolen by
squirrels or deer.
A TRIBUTE TO A J U S T J U D G E .

As associate judge in those early days we find the name of John
Meroney given as at court oftener than that of any other of his associates.
In 1813, he was elected and served as a member of the Legislature. In
those days the settlers often turned out with their axes to help new comers
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or newly married couples build their cabins and to log rollings in clearing
up the land. Judge Meroney being a good sized man and strongly built
was always on hand, if possible, even going as far away as Twin creek
to lend a helping hand, and if is said there were few who could hold the
other end of the handspike with him. A man of strong personality, majestic
appearance, more than ordinary mental capacity, conscientious and fearless
in his advocacy of what he believed right, a kind, generous and helpful
neighbor, he left his impress for good upon the early settlement and organization of the county. Few men of the county were better known and none
held in higher esteem than Judge Meroney.
In September, 1848, his old boyhood friend, John Haines, whom he
had not seen for ever fifty years, came to see him, and Judge Abner Haines
related that the meeting was most affecting and not of long duration, for
Judge Meroney was very feeble and sick, but at parting he said, "John, I
will now bid you farewell until we meet in Eternity." And as they shook
hands John replied, "If thee gets there first, I want thee to keep a lookout
for me, as I will surely meet thee in heaven." Within a month Judge
Meroney was waiting, but not for long, as John followed a year or so later.
It is a pleasure to write of such men, for they make the world better by
-their having lived, and of them we can truly say, "He hath done what he
could."
T H E FIRST BRICK HOUSE.
j.

James I. Nisbet came with his father, William Nisbet, to Twin township in 1805, and James located at what is now New Lexington, and laid out
the town, and did his best to make it the county seat. He built and run a
mill on Twin creek near the town and built the first brick house built in
the county at that place in 1811, and it is a good and comfortable house yet.
He was the first postmaster of the .village and owned and run a general
store for a number of years, and was for a number of years an associate
judge, and was the first county surveyor appointed. It may be said of him
that he was an energetic, wide-awake, pushing business man and was at the
front of every enterprise that would help the community in which he lived.
A man of more than ordinary mind and strong in his likes and dislikes
he made enemies, and held his friends, and the character and name of Judge
Nisbet have.been held more firmly in the minds of the people of Twin
township than that of any other of the early settlers. He was buried in the
New Lexington cemetery.
Alexander C. Lanier is one of the names most often mentioned when
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talking of the early settlers, being the first clerk and the first recorder of
the county, and the first clerk of the commissioners, and a township being
named after him. He was born in North Carolina in 1779 of Scottish and
Huguenot ancestors. His father was a captain in Wayne's army and probably marched through the county. Alexander married and moved to Kentucky and bought land of land boomers and by defect of the title he lost
it and then came to Cincinnati and set his two slaves free and moved to
Eaton in 1807. Being well educated and having a genial personality,
strongly built and energetic and forceful, the people naturally called him
to help, and it is said that he wrote his own forms in the court proceedings
and for the commissioners, and they are regarded as good yet.
He built the first brick house in Eaton, some eight or ten rods west
of Barron street on south side of Main street. When the war of 1812
broke out he enlisted in General Harrisori's army and came home as Major
Lanier. The writing of the records previous to, during, and after that war
plainly shows when he was absent; his writing being very legible, even after
one hundred years. In 1817 he moved to Madison, Indiana, and died there
in 1820, leaving one child, a son, J. F. D. Lanier, then about twenty years
old, who subsequently became one of the organizers of the New York
bank known as Winslow, Lanier & Company, that fifty years ago was regarded as one of the greatest and best banks of that city, and during the
Rebellion it gave the government strong support, the son never forgetting
the flag under which his father served. The Indiana literary writer Lanier
is a grandson of Alexander C. Lanier mentioned above, but do not confuse
him with Sidney Lanier of Georgia.
SOME P R O M I N E N T CITIZENS.

Another name prominently connected with the early settlement of the
county is that of Samuel Hawkins, of whose characteristics little seems to
have been saved to us. It is known that he was a soldier in the campaigns
of both St. Clair and Wayne against the Indians, and that he rose to the
rank of colonel, arid was most severely wounded in one of the battles with
the Indians, which wound is said to have been finally the producing cause
of his death in 1814. He seems to have been a warm friend and supporter
of William Bruce and to have stood high in the esteem of his fellow citizens, and by his generosity to have been a positive influence in locating the
county seat.
Perhaps the most widely known and in his day the most influential
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man in the county was Col. George D. Hendrix, who claimed to be the first
white male child born in the county, was born at Camden October 3, 1805,
son of David E. Hendrix, whose father was a Tory during the Revolution,
and David, although but a boy, refused to follow his father in his flight to
Canada and remained with an uncle in New Jersey, and at the close of
that struggle, although only seventeen years old and penniless, he determined to make his way west and went to Pittsburgh and finally down the
Ohio to Marietta and enlisted as a soldier in the campaigns of Harmar, St.
Clair and Wayne, against the Indians, and as such passed through this
county several times, and determined to finally settle in the Great Miami
valley. After peace, David married Rosannah Stockhouse at Hamilton,
and entered a piece of land in Butler county, which he sold and in 1803
removed to near Camden, and in 1806 removed again to Eaton and erected
die second house in the town and in it kept for years the first tavern in
the town.
In 1812 he, as captain, raised a company of soldiers and did garrison
duty at Loramie and St. Mary's for a year. He died in 1845 ^n Eaton, at
his son's. Such was the ancestry of George D. Hendrix, and it can not
be surprising that the son, imbued with the lessons of his father's life,
always had a strong feeling for the United States and all who sought
freedom. In his early manhood, having been fairly educated for that
time, he taught school several years, and was elected auditor of the county,
and representative, and later state senator, and then sheriff, and later was
appointed postmaster of Eaton. When Texas was having her trouble with
Mexico he went to Texas, and joined Houston's army and fought with
him until victory came, and in that war he received his title of colonel.
In 1839 George D. Hendrix married Almira Harbaugh and to them
were born ten children, one of whom, Ada, married Judge James A. Gilmore. Colonel Hendrix was a dealer in lands all his life, and he accumulated several farms. When the Civil War broke out his age and family ties
kept him at home, but he was untiring in his efforts to promote enlistment
and assist in a material way the families of the soldiers in the field. He was
of a genial, cheery and generous disposition, always hopeful and tried to be
helpful to his fellow man. Some designing and pretended friends got him
to go their security on notes, which in the end he had to pay, and when over
three score and ten, was so reduced by the payment of security debts that he
had but a pittance left, and he decided to start life again and went west as
far as Texas and continued as a real estate agent for some twenty years,
when he returned. His wife having been dead some years, he made his
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home with his daughter Ada until his death, May 29, 1900, at Eaton, Ohio,
He was a tall, slender man with a quick eye and active mind, tactful in address and manners and could easily adjust himself to his company, fearless
and resourceful. His reading was wide and various. With a strong memory
for names and faces, he was during his activity in politics a foe to be
feared and a friend to be cultivated. No charges against his honesty were
ever made. It is related of him by those who knew him best that, when
he made up his mind that a certain man should be nominated, he would
spend a couple of weeks or more a year before the time riding around the
county, calling on old acquaintances and- during such call, finding occasion
to speak in glowing terms of the man he was helping, and when the time
for the canvass for delegates came, his candidate was heard of everywhere
and the result generally was a "cinch." He retained a lively memory of
those old days nearly to the last.
.'..";.
FROM PRINTER'S DEVIL TO EDITOR.

Another of our citizens who came down to us from those early days,
but just a little later than Hendrix, was Thomas J. Larsh, born in Dixon
township in 1809, son. of.-Paul Larsh, who was the second sheriff of the
county. Thomas. received only such education as could be obtained in the
common schools of that day, and in 1824 entered the office of the Eaton
Register to learn the printer's business and worked there four years, then
for the Piqua Register two years, then purchased and published the Richmond Palladium for two years. He then bought and operated a steam
sawmill in Jackson township for six years, and in 1847 was elected county
surveyor, and at various times served some dozen or more years as such.
In 1850, he was elected as the representative of the county to the Constitutional Convention that framed our present state constitution, then for two
years as editor of the Eaton Register. In i860, he was elected auditor and
served. for six years and deputy for two more years. He also served as
chief clerk to the state treasurer from 1876 to 1878, then deputy auditor
again, dying in 1882. During all that time in the intervals, he was acting
either as county surveyor or deputy, and as such he left his. impress upon
the county for a century. During the active period of his life the lands of
the county having been all settled and becoming valuable, farmers became
more inquisitive about their land lines, and he was called to retrace old
government lines, and. being,well versed in woodcraft, which aided him in
his search for "blazes" along the line and all the marks of the old sur-
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veyors, he was eminently successful in fixing the boundaries satisfactory
to the parties, and one of his strong traits as a surveyor was that when
he had the lines established, he monumented corners and witnesses, until
now the universal comment of the surveyors is, that you can alwrays find
what Larsh did, whether or not you agree with his decision.
Cornelius Vanausdal, born in 1783, in Berkeley county, Virginia, came
with his father to Lanier township, this county, in 1805, and worked on
his father's farm Until 1808, when Eaton was made the county seat. He sawthere was need for a general store and he came to Eaton and started one
on a small scale, but the needs for such a store were so great that his trade
rapidly developed, and he was broad-minded enough to foresee and kept up
with the demands of the times. During the war of 1812 he engaged in furnishing supplies to the army in Ohio, and from 1828 to 1833 he was one of
the chief partners in a wholesale dry goods firm in Cincinnati, and, in fact,
for many years ran a wholesale department to his store in Eaton, and the
first merchants of Richmond, Indiana, for a number of years were his
patrons at Eaton for their supplies, as Eaton is older and then was larger
than Richmond. He also was a partner of Judge Curry in the pork-packing business at Hamilton during the thirties, and during the Mexican war
he and his son Isaac started a dry goods house in Dayton, in which he continued until 1863, and the house and business remain prosperous today.
In 1810, he took the first census of the county and in 1812 was a paymaster
in the United States army. In 1819, he was- elected a member of the
Legislature.
In 1817 he bought the Western Telegraph, the first newspaper published in the county, which was' started but a few months before, which
paper was the original Eaton Register, only the name being changed. While
in the Legislature he became acquainted with Samuel Tizzard, a practical
printer, from Ross county, and induced him to come to Eaton and take
charge of the paper, which he subsequently owned. In 1822 he erected a
brick building at the northwest corner of Main and Barron streets, for his
store and dwelling house, and in it he spent the balance of his life, and the
house somewhat remodeled stands today as one of our substantial buildings. In 1812 he married Martha Bilbe, and they journeyed down life's
road together for fifty-eight years.
WEIGHED AND FOUND W A N T I N G .

While having so much other business he did not neglect his Eaton
store, but kept it abreast of the best and until long years after his death it
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was regarded as the best store in the county. In 1852 he took into partnership his son, Harvey, and his son-in-law, Donohoe, and for fitfy years Harvey ran the store on the principles of his father, that the goods sold should
always be just what they were represented to be. As a storekeeper,
Vanausdal at once became prominent and soon was known of all over
western Ohio and eastern Indiana. He had many Indian patrons, Tecumseh,
Little Turtle, The Prophet, Honest John, Indian John, and many Indians
of the surrounding country. He knew the Indian character well and although his books show the names of half the white men of the county
for thirty years as his debtors at different times, there is not an Indian
named. They must pay cash because they could not be made to understand
why they must pay for goods that had been used up. Mr. Vanausdal often
told this story as illustrating the suspicious character of the Indian: Honest
John at one time came to the store to trade furs for salt, then selling for
five or six dollars a barrel, and the weighing was done with steelyards.
First the furs were weighed on the light side of the steelyards, Honest
John carefully watching the process; then the steelyards were turned and
the salt weighed, and when John saw the pea balance before it got the same
distance out as it was when they weighed the furs, he grabbed the steelyards, exclaiming that they lied, and ran to the door and threw them as far
as he could.
Mr. Vanausdal had but little school education, but his quick perception
and excellent memory soon supplied his defects and he was a good conversationalist upon most every subject, being especially well informed on the
Scripture and theology. It is said of him that "what he professed he believed to be true and therefore he was always himself through life." Of
medium size, constitutionally healthy, social in disposition and cheerful nearly
all the time, he obtained and held the friendship and esteem of the people
through a long and useful life, dying August 10, 1870, about eighty-seven
years old.
A SCOT W I T H A NOBLE N A M E .

William Bruce, the founder of Eaton and the originator of the location
of the county lines as they now exist, was born on the banks of the Potomac
river in Virginia in September, 1762, of Highland Scotch ancestry and
grew to manhood in that state and the adjoining state of Pennsylvania, to
which his father removed while he was yet a mere boy. Shortly after arriving of age, he emigrated to Kentucky and there married Frances Lewis
soon after 1790. H e soon after moved to Warren county, west of Lebanon,
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and about the close of the century he moved into the Great Miami valley
in Montgomery county, and in 1805 came to Preble county and bought
three sections of land, on part of which on February 20, 1806, he laid out
the town of Eaton. He erected his house about one-half mile south of the
court house on what is yet and for many long years to come will be known
as the Bruce hill, now the house of his grandson, J. E. Bruce.
In 1806 he built a saw-mill and a grist-mill on Seven Mile creek across
the creek from about the west end of Israel street. He made liberal donations of land for the benefit of the town and sold many lots cheap or on
partial payments to induce settlers to locate in the town and he frequently
gave flour and meal from his mill to those he deemed to be needy and deserving, and when such brought grist to the mill he seldom took toll from
the grist. The mill being a water mill and the only one for several miles
around, had to be run whenever there was water to turn the wheels; and
as all flour and meal in those days was obtained by the farmer carrying
to the mill the wheat and corn for his family or neighbors and having it
ground, and if possible, waiting until the grinding was done, then taking
home the flour, meal and bran, the only flour and meal kept for sale was
what little was necessary to supply the few families who were not farmers.
This will show the necessity of running the mill night and day and Sunday,
too, if the water held out, because the miller had to remember that "he can
never grind with the water that has passed." Mr. Bruce belonged to the
Christian church and some of the church members made quite a little stir
in the church because while the water lasted he kept his mill going on
Sunday, and finally he settled the dispute by withdrawing from the church
and continued to run the mill, claiming that people must be fed and provided for. even if it technically violated some law of the church. He is
reputed to have been a man of whom it could be said "he was generous to
a fault." Kind hearted and blunt in expression, no one could ever misunderstand where he stood, firm in his assertion of his own rights. He was
equally ready to admit and respect the rights of others.
A man of ordinary mind possessing all the independence of character
of his Highland ancestry, he was genial and jovial, enjoyed life and loved
to mingle with his fellow men, and left the reputation of being the most
generous and kind hearted man of his time, and held the esteem and confidence of his fellow citizens for his probity, honesty and sterling worth,
being elected the first county treasurer, which place he held for ten years,
and also other objects of trust. He died in 1832 and is buried in Mound
Hill cemetery, and for a monument the grinding stones of the old mill have
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been erected as the most fitting. His wife preceded him to the Beyond
some five years. His character and work were as large as the county and
his sketch is here given because he rose above and beyond a local character,
and while he accumulated a fortune he made the dollars secondary to true
manhood.
T H E POVERTY OF P E L F .

As an illustration of the scarcity of money and the many difficulties
against which the early settlers struggled, I can not do tjetter than quote
verbatum a subscription paper for work done on a church, prefacing it,
however, with the statement that the men and women who settled our
county came chiefly from Pennsylvania and all the states south thereof as
far as Georgia and Tennessee, and were of all creeds of religious belief
from Roman Catholic to those of the most liberal tenets, and the exigencies
of their surroundings taught them to be very charitable and liberal towards
theological bias of their neighbors, whose help and care and assistance they
might at any time be compelled to call for. They seemed to regard the
situation as one old man over forty years ago, in talking of the religious
generosity of those early settlers, thus expressed it: "We realized that God
knew how to separate the wheat from the chaff, and that He did not really
need our help or advice." The church was called the "Spacht Meeting
House," because near the farm of Jacob Spacht, but like most of our country
churches has gone to decay. "We, the undernamed subscribers, obligate
ourselves to pay David V. Stephens the sums annexed to our names in wheat,
rye, corn and pork, if paid by the ioth of January next; or in good sugar
to be paid after sugar making at the cash price, delivered in Eaton; or in
good whiskey to be paid by the first of February next, at cash price, delivered at the place above mentioned, in payment to aid Stephens for a job
of joiner work done by him, amounting to twenty-five dollars, in a meetinghouse on a certain lot of land obtained from George Shideler and Thomas
Woolverton. Said house is to be free for all Christians to worship' God in.
—December 5, 1823," Alvy Swain, 75 cents, paid; Silas Frame, $1.0.0;
Joseph Snodgrass, fifty pounds of pork; James Frame, sugar, 50 cents;
John Bloomfield, $1.00; Daniel Melling, sugar, 75 cents; Jesse Long, 25
cents;.Tobias Whitesell, 25 cents; James Melling, 25 cents in sugar; Daniel
Strader, $1.00; George Hopple, 27JA cents; George Laird", Sr., 18^4 cents;
Adam Whitesell, 3 7 ^ cents; Nathan Meroney, i8^4 cents,.paid in cash; John
C McManus, 62^4 cents; John Caughey, five bushels of corn; Menic Saffree,
three bushels of corn; Thomas Tomlinson, $1.00 in sugar; Conrad Bonebrake,
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25 cents in sugar; Peter Bonebrake, one bushel of corn; George Thompson,
25 cents; David Brower, $2.34; John Frame, $2.34. We are glad to note that
none of the subscriptions were really paid in "whiskey," even if it was then
regarded as a "corn product."
AN UNWELCOME VISITOR.

An incident that will illustrate the loneliness of the life of the wives of
those early settlers and the alarms incident to that time, is authentically related of Mrs. Samuel Kesler, who with her husband lived about a mile
south of Lewisburg. About 1815 her husband had to go to Cincinnati, a
trip that took about a week then, and while alone in the cabin one day two
Indians, presumably Pottawattamies, opened the door and came in, one of
them with a big knife in his hand. Of course, she became alarmed and
backing off prepared to defend herself as best she could. Her alarm seemed
to amuse the Indians, but finally the Indian with the knife stepped to the
fireplace and stabbed his knife into a burning brand so deep as to make
it stick, raised it up and with an "ugh" left the house. They wanted to
start a fire in camp and took that way to get it started. Mrs. Kesler barred
the door and waited for her husband, who came a day or so later.
"The women of our forest lands, stout-hearted dames were they,
With nerve to wield the battle brand, and join the border fray."
One of.the early settlers of the county who, by his thought and efforts
for others, made a lasting impression on the county was John Fisher, Sr.,
who was born in Rockbridge county, Virginia, February, 1770, and moving to Lanier township in 1817, purchased a farm to which he added others
later. He was a member of the Dunkard, or German Baptist church, and
a man of more than ordinary capacity, liberal and unselfish in his dealings. He firmly believed that mentally and physically the education of our
people would make for their betterment and he interested Peter Vanausdal,
A. Vandoren, the Bantas and others, and together they built a school house
of round logs on the east bank of Rocky run, about eighty rods southwest of the intersection of the Franklin and Old Trace roads, near the big
spring then called Worthington's spring, as early as 1819. He employed
J. A. Daly and, later, J. A. Mendal, as teachers of the higher grade of
studies, and there for some three years was held the first high school of the
county. Quite a number of the young men who attended afterwards became prominent in the affairs of the county and the influence of that little
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log school house on the educational work of the county was felt for many
years.
It is related of "Father" Fisher, as he was called by one who knew
him well, that his character for industry, benevolence and integrity was
exceptional; that within his knowledge no poor man or family was permitted
to go hungry; that at sales where he saw articles of substantial value being
sacrificed by low bidding or combination, he would bid it up and if the seller
was needy would bid against himself up to its true value. He believed
in the "eleventh commandment." He died at the home of his son, Eli
Fisher, January, 1844. It seems needless to add that he was loved and
respected by the entire community and long remembered.
EARLY SCHOOL FACILITIES.

The educational facilities of our early settlers were very meager. The
nation had set apart section 16 of every township to be used solely for
school purposes and the state took possession of that section, but as most of
the state was covered with heavy forest and the early settlers preferred
getting land of their own and improving that, to renting school lands,
those sections practically produced no income and finally in 1829 an act
was passed allowing the sale of those lands and turning the money into the
state treasury upon which the state annually pays to the school fund of the
state the interest thereon. The acts and amendments thereto, allowing,
such sale and use of the money, has produced what is called the Irreducible
State Debt, being in reality a contract whereby the state must forever pay
the interest. In a general way, leaving out minor technicalities, this is the
foundation of the state school levy. But even that help did not come until
after the boys and girls of the early days had become men and women.
At first, the settlers of a neighborhood got together and agreed to form
a school district and have a schoolhouse and school for their children. A
day was set to meet at the place selected for the school house and everybody
turned out, bringing axes, broad axes, saws and teams and tools. Trees
were felled, the straightest being taken, cut into lengths to suit the size of
the building desired, notched and laid up, the floor being puncheon, generally hewed on the upper surface, and the roof clapboards rived from
some timber that would split straight, held in place by poles. The door was
similar to the floor and hung on wooden hinges with chimney at one end
built outside of the house walls, with stone fireplace, and lath and mud top.
The windows were made by cutting out sections of the logs where desired
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and covering with greased paper, or thin-tanned fawn skin. The cracks
between the logs were filled with chinking and daubed with clay mud.
The desks were made by boring auger holes along the sides and one
end, at the same height, driving in long wood pins and placing and fastening on them wide puncheon hewed smooth, and in front puncheon
benches standing on legs of wood driven into auger holes in the puncheon,
so that the large pupils sat with their backs to the teacher in the center and
the books, which were few, piled before the pupil. Smaller benches in
front were made for the smaller pupils. It was later improved by putting
up standards at the seats and running a stringer along to form a back
rest. Such a house is the one described to me by my grandfather, who,
as a boy about 1807, attended such a school in central Ohio about thirty
miles north of Columbus, and I have no doubt that such houses were built
in this county.
The work was generally completed in two or three days and was
regarded as a frolic. The play ground was the surrounding woods. The
teacher was hired generally before the house was built and the school was
a subscription school, each parent signing to pay a certain price per day
for a certain number of pupils.
WAGES W I T H A ZERO BASIS.

In 1830 my father went to school for the first time and, at the end of
the week, carried to the teacher three cents for each day, and his big brother
had to take five cents for each day. Soon after 1830 the school boards
furnished enough money to hold school three or four months in winter,
and the spring and fall terms, if any, were subscription schools. This continued for the county schools until, in 1853, laws were passed under the
then new constitution, giving the school board more power, and the subscription school in a few years was drowned out and became only a memory.
Up to about the war it was the custom in many districts for the teacher
to board around with the pupils, spending a week in one house, then going
to another. Such seems like a hard way to train boys and girls, but judging by the product of those schools and the things done by those boys and
girls, the teachers must have had good material to work on.
In those early days, the country being covered with forests and the
fallen leaves and decaying vegetation covering the face of the ground, and,
acting as a sponge, absorbed and held the water that fell, and the trees
(10)
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prevented the sun from drying the ground so that our streams receiving
the water slowly draining off the land, flowed a good steady body of water
for several months of the year. The roads being little better than Indian
trails made a demand for mill products in every neighborhood,, and many
grist-mills were built in the county to supply the local demand, most of
which mills operated a saw-mill also, in which the saws used were of the
old sash saw variety, that the boys designated as "up one day and down
the next." There are now in the county but four known mills and all are
operated mainly by steam or electricity, while there are saw-mills, all steam,
near New Paris, Lewisburg, West Alexandria, Gratis, West Elkton, Camden, Eaton, New Hope, Fair Haven, New Lexington and a few others.
T H E MILLS OF T H E PAST GROUND SLOWLY.

But those early mills were all water mills and I append a list that the
reader may judge of the changes that the settlement and clearing of the land
has had upon the flow of our streams, most of which rise to flood tide and
subside to the size of a goodly brook within a few days now. I will add
that all are gone but the memory of those old mills, unless otherwise stated.
So far as known they are as follow, being generally named from the
builder:
In Jefferson township, Ireland's Mills, below New Paris, and Smith's
mills at New Paris; Woofter mill, Doloff mill and McGrew mill, all above
New Paris on Whitewater.
In Jackson township, the Swisher mill on Kelly's branch.
In Dixon township, the Kercheval mill, later called Niccum mill, the
Elliott mill and the Dallas mill all on Four Mile creek.
In Israel township, Ridenouer mill on Little Four Mile, Ramsey or
McDill mill, Sloan or Wright mill, all on Four Mile.
In Somers township, Barnett's mill, still standing but unused, Ribonson or Brubaker mill near Camden, built 1816, rebuilt later; Stubbs or later
Barnett & Whiteside's mill, south of Camden, and the Irvin mill, all on
Se,ven Mile creek, and Stubbs mill on Paint creek.
In Gasper township the Potterf mill, later called Hall's mill, on Seven
Mile creek and Lambert mill on Paint creek near Friendship church.
In Washington township Bruce mill and Vanausdal & Sturr mill, both
at Eaton, while the McCleaf mill, now Robinson steam and now electric
at Eaton, is yet doing good work.
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In Monroe township Stubbs & Co. mill at Eldorado, steam, built in
1854.
In Harrison township, the Hole, later Turner, now Crider mill, near
Lewisburg, first built in 1809, still doing good work, and the Swisher mill
above Euphemia, both on Twin creek. The Werts mill at Verona, a steam
mill, and yet running; Dennison mill on Twin creek.
In Twin township, the Nisbet, later Mumma mill, near Lexington,
1805. The Stotler & Gale mill, near West Alexandria, is still in operation
both on Twin creek; Price mill, Enoch mill and Whipple mill, all on Price
creek.
In Lanier township, Egbert, later Halderman mill, 1812; Gregg mill,
Sorber, later Bowers mill, all on Twin creek.
In Gratis township, the Neff mill, later Rohrer, on Twin creek, 1806;
the Taylor mill on Pleasant run and Ferry mill on Elk creek; then there
was a steam mill at west Elkton, but all are gone.
These old mills served well the pioneers of our county, but all now
are but memories, even the location of many being almost forgotten. In
addition there were formerly some five or six woolen and carding-mills,
but they, too, have gone the way of all the world.
OUR FOREFATHERS WERE " W E T S . "

In those early days there were many small distilleries scattered about
the county, mostly run by the farmers who turned their corn into whiskey
and marketed it in that shape, and it is said that most of it was good
whiskey, and not the fiery "moonshine" now found in illicit stills. Some
prominent farmers of that day ran little stills, but as the sentiments of the
communities changed they abandoned the business and when the whiskey
tax and bonding laws of the Civil War period were enacted, the last one
of them was converted into scrap to escape any trouble with the "revinooers." But during the war and until some years thereafter Detrich
Glander, below West Alexandria, and Perry Turner, near Lewisburg, engaged in the distilling business on a considerable scale, under government
supervision, but some thirty-five or forty years ago the distillers' combines began getting in their work and the business became less remunerative to the little fellows, and Glander and Turner went out of business and
the distilleries were scrapped, so that for more than thirty-five years past
there has been no whiskey manufactured in the county, although there is
some demand therefor, which is supplied by our kind neighboring counties.
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Among the early settlers of the county mention ought to be made of
those who helped to win this fair land from the red man, and in doing so
served as soldiers in St. Clair's and Wayne's armies, passing through or
fighting the Indians in this county. Luke Vorhees and John Goldsmith
were at the battle with Little Turtle's band at Fort St. Clair and Vorhees
later settled in Gratis township and is said to be buried at Wheatville. John
Goldsmith returned to this county about 1806 and entered a quarter of land
about a half mile west of the fort, and proceeded to deaden about seven
acres of land, and then went back after his possessions in Kentucky, and,
on his return, found that about half of his deadening was over the line on
Bruce's land. He settled on the quarter and continued to live there until
his death. There are a number of his descendants living in Eaton anu
vicinity.
T H E FIRST W H I T E BOY.

Jacob Parker was one of Wayne's soldiers and has been spoken of
before as settling in Lanier township before it was surveyed about 1798.
His son, Peter Parker, claimed to be the first boy born in the county and
that his birth ante-dated that of George D. Hendrix by a few months, and
between them was often good-natured raillery over the dates.
Samuel Hawkins, mentioned elsewhere, was at St. Clair's defeat and at
Fallen Timbers and was wounded so badly that he never fully regained
his strength.
David E. Hendrix, the first permanent settler of Eaton, was a soldier
under Harmar, St. Clair and Wayne, and one of the most fearless of the
latter's messengers, volunteering, to take dispatches from Greenville to Cincinnati in the dead of winter on horseback and alone, when it was known
that the woods were full of prowling Indians, riding all day and all night
and making the distance in twenty-four hours, delivering the message
safely, but the frost of that bitter ride of seventy miles left its marks on
his hands and feet for the rest of his life.
The real early settlers of our county were such men as these, and
the hardy and daring men who would naturally be friendly with and attracted by the quality of such men. In addition to the above there were
several soldiers of the Revolution who settled in the county. Their graves
are marked in our cemeteries and due tribute paid to their memories each
Decoration Day.
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CONDITIONS.

In seems fitting to name and locate some of the physical phenomena
of the last century. The spring of 1859 was a forward spring and crops
were planted early, and on June 4 of that year much of the corn was
eighteen to twenty inches high, and the wheat in bloom. On the morning of June 5 there was a severe killing frost that wilted the corn nearly
to the ground and many farmers plowed and replanted, while others sheared
the corn off below the black line with sheep shears. The corn generally
seemed to take on new life and the crop of corn and wheat was good, the
.greatest permanent damage being to garden truck.
The year 1875 w a s the wettest year remembered by our oldest men.
It rained so continuously from middle June to the middle of August that
much of the wheat and oats crop could not be got dry enough in the shock
to thresh or haul into the barns, the grain growing in the shock until many
shocks looked green and the sheaves had to be torn apart by hand before
they could be loaded on the wagons.
The winter of 1880-81 was perhaps the longest winter that is remembered, there being one hundred and ten days of sleighing in Preble county,
and while the weather was cold the thermometers did not register the
lowest temperature we have suffered.
The year 1895 has been called the dry year in this county. Locally we
had no rain for weeks and many farmers drove stock to the creek or hauled
water for use. In the year 1900 the wheat crop of the county was a total
failure, it being claimed that there were not two thousand bushels threshed
in the county and it was of the poorest quality, not a bushel being bought
that year at the Eaton elevators.
On February 9 and 10, 1899, the thermometers in Eaton registered from
twenty-eight degrees to thirty-two degrees below zero Fahrenheit, the lowest
ever recorded. The latest killing frost in the fall was October 30, 1897, when
the first frost fell that killed tomatoes in Eaton. I had many tomatoes in
my garden and it was so remarkably late that I made a memorandum of
the fact.
The most destructive storm that ever visited our county occurred on
the night of May 12, 1886. A cyclone swept across our county, crossing
Dixon, Gasper and Lanier townships, leveling forests, destroying many
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houses and buildings, injuring several people and killing one woman in
Lanier township. At the same time a furious downpour of rain fell over
the whole county, continuing for hours and swelling the streams higher
than ever known, sweeping away the old covered bridge and an iron bridge
at Eaton, the Camden bridge and many other bridges large and small, until
the damage to the bridges alone amounted to more than one hundred thousand dollars, besides much damage to individuals, in addition to the destruction of the roads of the county. The storm occurred from eight o'clock
in the evening to about one o'clock next morning. While there have been
other floods, when as much or more water fell and flowed down the streams,
notably the flood of March 25 and 26, 1913, the water was longer in falling and the streams carried away the water without causing so much
damage.
On April 1, 1906, Perry Alexander, owner of the old J. Meroney farm,
had a field of corn planted which grew, escaped any killing frost and made
a fair crop of corn, being the earliest planting of a field that reached maturity
on record so far.
INDIAN CHIVALRY ILLUSTRATED.

From Indian murders our early settlers were comparatively free, there
being but one that would be really called a murder. The following story
was related to the writer by Dr. Christian Sayler, of Gratis, some thirtyfive years ago. He heard the story as a boy, had visited the spot as a young
man, and believed it to be true: About 1811 or 1812 some wood choppers
were coming across what is locally known as the Morningstar hill, some
one hundred yards east of the present roads, one evening on their way to the
settlement near Gratis, and among them was a heavy-built German lad
about twenty years old. They were armed with only their axes and on the
hill they saw a party of some three or four Indians, probably Shawnees, who
started after them with fierce yells. The choppers ran south as fast as they
could, but the Indians soon overtook the German, who had thrown away his
axe, and ran around a big beech tree, one of the Indians repeatedly striking at his head with his tomahawk and striking the tree instead, but finally
struck and killed the poor fellow, took his scalp and fled. The other choppers gave the alarm and a posse started in pursuit and followed the trail
northeast some miles, but without overtaking them. It was shortly before
the opening of the War of 1812, and it was supposed the Indians were some
of Tecumseh's implacable Shawnees, who felt that war was coming. The
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battle of the Thames ended their leader and broke the tribe forever. About
1813, two men were shot in the upper valley of Twin creek and one man
shot on Whitewater above New Paris, by foray parties of Indians engaged
in the war. It is said they were killed by Indians, because when the bodies
were found by the searching parties in each instance the scalp had been taken,
which mutilation the Indians always made of their dead foes, if they had
time.

CHAPTER VII.
ORGANIZATION OF PREBLE COUNTY.

The whole of Preble county lying west of the Great Miami river was
included in Randolph county (which included all the land of Ohio and Indiana west of that river to the Indian lands in Indiana) by proclamation of
Governor St. Clair in 1790. About 1802 the territory east of the state line,
called the meridian, drawn from the mouth of the Great Miami river, was included in Hamilton county, and Preble county was named Hardin township,
in honor of Governor Hardin, of Kentucky.
On March 1, 1803, Ohio became a state and the Legislature erected Butler as a county from Hamilton county, and including Hardin township.
In the same year the Legislature erected Montgomery county, and included within it all of Hardin township, or that part of Preble county that
lies, north of the half section lines that are one and one-half miles north of
the present north line of Butler county, and the lands of the county so remained until Preble county was erected. Hence, many patents and deeds of
the early settlers north of that half section line are found recorded in Dayton, to which place the residents went to pay taxes and attend court; a number of the deeds and patents of those who lived in the south mile and a half
of this county are recorded at Hamilton, while all patents and deeds for land
made and recorded before 1803 are found in the records at Cincinnati.
On March 1, 1808, Preble county was formed by the following act of
the Legislature:
"An Act Establishing the County of Preble.
"Section 1.—Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio,
that all that part of Montgomery and Butler counties included in the following boundaries be and the same is hereby laid off and erected into a separate
and distinct county, which shall be called and known by the name of Preble,
to wit: Beginning at the southwest corner of the sixth township, first range
east of the meridian, drawn from the mouth of the Great Miami river; thence
east along said township line to the range line between the third and fourth
ranges; thence north to the northeast corner of the seventh township in the
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third range; thence west along the township lines to the state line; thence
south to the place of beginning.
"Section 2.—Be it further enacted, that from and after the first day of
March next, said county of Preble shall be vested with all the powers, privileges and immunities of a separate and distinct county; provided, that it shall
be lawful for the sheriff, coroner, constables and collectors of Montgomery
and Butler counties to do and perform all the duties which they are or may
be required to do in the said counties of Montgomery and Butler within the
bounds of the said county of Preble; and all suits and actions which are or
may be pending therein at the time of the said division, shall be tried and determined in the same manner as though a division had not taken place.
"Section 3.^—Be it further enacted, that all justices of the peace and
other officers residing within the said county of Preble, shall continue to exercise the duties of their respective offices until their successors are chosen and
qualified.
"Section 4.—Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the associate judges to divide the said county of Preble into townships, subject to
the. future alteration of the commissioners, and to publish the bounds of each
in at least three of the most public places in said townships, and also to direct
the electors of said township to elect, on the first Monday in April, three commissioners, a sheriff and coroner, to hold their offices until the next annual
election, together with the requisite number of township officers; provided,
notice shall be given at least ten days before the said first Monday of April.
"Section 5.—And be it further enacted, that the courts to be holden in
the said county of Preble, shall be holden in the town of Eaton, until a permanent seat of justice shall be established in said county.
"This act to be in force from and after the first day of March next.
"P. BEECHER,

"Speaker of the House of Representatives.
"THOMAS KIRKER,

"Speaker of the Senate.
"January 8, 1808."
(Ohio Laws, Vol. 6, page 164—now General Code, Sec. 14437.)
New Lexington was laid out by James I. Nisbet, November 18, 1805,
and Eaton by William Bruce, February 20, 1806. Each intended his town
to be the county seat of a new county, and the Legislature was appealed to
for a law erecting a new county.
Judge Nisbet sought to have the new county include the four western
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townships of Montgomery county, which would have made the county twenty-four miles square, but he was opposed by the representatives of Montgomery county, because it took so much land from the county.
William Bruce proposed a county eighteen by twenty-four miles, which
should be called Preble, after Commodore Preble, and that his town should
be called Eaton, after Gen. William Eaton, the two great naval and land
heroes of the United States war with the pirates of Algiers and Tripoli. He
did not forget to call attention to the fact that he had named the principal
streets Barron, Somers, Wadsworth and Decatur, after other heroes of that
war. In this way Mr. Bruce succeeded in getting at least an interested hearing in the committee, and those from Montgomery county, who had opposed
the establishment of a county, seeing that the unwieldy size of their countyr
was so great that sooner or later a new county would be formed, and desiring
to make their loss of territory as small as possible, threw their influence to
Mr. Bruce. After two years of effort, the county was erected as above stated,
and that placed Eaton practically in the center and foreclosed the equity of
redemption of New Lexington ever to be the county seat.
Judge Nisbet felt very bitter over his defeat, and went so far as to refuse to pay his taxes to his rival, but, after being haled before the commissioners, he paid. But Judge Nisbet was an able man and too valuable to the
new county to lose his services, so he was appointed as one of the first associate judges of the county, which position he held for many years.
Commodore Edward Preble was born at Portland, Maine, August 15,
1761, and became a captain in 1799. In 1803 he was sent as commodore commanding a squadron of warships, to compel the Barbary States to cease their
piratical annoyance of American shipping and to free the American prisoners
held by them as slaves. One of his assistants was Commodore Barron, and
Decatur, Wadsworth and Somers were lieutenants. The towns of Algiers
and Tripoli were bombarded and two or three sea fights were had, in which
the Americans were uniformly successful.
Gen. William Eaton was born at Woodstock, Connecticut, in 1764, and
was a soldier in the last years of the Revolution, being a captain in Wayne's
army. In 1798 he was sent as consul to Tunis and also to treat with the
Barbary States for peace with the United States, but, failing to secure a favorble hearing, he went to Egypt and united with Hamet, whom a younger brother had pushed from the throne of Tripoli. They raised an army of some two
thousand or more, of whom less than a hundred were Europeans, and marched
overland for Tripoli. Under the command of Eaton, they stormed and took
the town of Derne, and Eaton then defeated a Tripolitan army of ten times
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the number of his own army. The sultan of Tripoli, becoming alarmed at
the successes of the ships and of Eaton's army, made peace and granted the
demands of the United States, freeing all the prisoners in May, 1S05.
Commodore Preble died in 1806, and General Eaton died in 1811, not
long surviving their successes. Those being the days of sailing vessels, the
United States did not hear of the glorious ending of the war for several
weeks. There being no railroads or telegraph lines, and the weekly newspapers generally getting the news by stage coach, it was not until the fall of
1805 that this western country heard of and applauded the exploits of the
men whose daring and skill won that war for the young republic. Thus, William Bruce, being an ardent American, showed his knowledge of human nature by seizing the opportunity and adopting the names that would appeal to
the popular fancy. The sequel shows that he had properly sized up the situation.
FIRST OFFICIAL ACTS.

The first election for county officers was held on the first Monday of
April, 1808. On April 27, 1808, George Shideler, William R. Irwin and Samuel Hawkins presented their certificates of election as county commissioners
to William Brown, who was then court clerk pro tempore, and they were
sworn into office. Their first acts were to appoint Alexander C. Lanier clerk,
and to appoint William Bruce treasurer, which office he continued to hold
for ten years. The commissioners ordered a bounty of one dollar paid for
the scalp of every panther, or "wild wolf," killed in the county, and quite
a number were killed and the bounty paid.
The next meeting of the. commissioners was on June 6, 1808, in the
house of Samuel Hawkins, which stood on what is now the northeast corner
of the court house square. At that meeting they ordered that "the courts
shall be held upstairs in the house of Samuel Hawkins, in the town of Eaton,
said Hawkins having agreed to give the use of said room and a table without
charge therefor." They also made the first tax levy, as follows: "That the
following rates be charged on the taxable property of this county for the
year, viz: For each one hundred dollars valuation of houses, fifty cents; for
each stud horse, the same, for which he shall stand the season; for each
horse, thirty cents; for each cow, ten cents; and those who refuse to give in
a true list shall pay four-fold, as the law directs. For license to keep tavern
in the town of Eaton, eight dollars; in the town of New Lexington, six dollars : on the roads of the county, otherwise than in said towns, four dollars."
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COUNTY SEAT LOCATED.

The Legislature had appointed Aaron Harlin, Ichabod B. Halsey and
Ichabod Corwin as commissioners to decide on the location of the county
seat, and they made their report to the county commissioners on June 23,
1808. Of course, Judge Nisbet made a fight to have them choose New Lexington, on account of its better physical location and the nearness of a larger
stream of water, which would probably insure a greater growth of the town,
but the affability of William Bruce and his persistent pointing out that Eaton
was so near the geographical center of the county, and would thus accommodate most of the people of the county better, except those who lived in and
near New Lexington, finally won the day, and said commissioners' report
was: "That the permanent seat of Justice shall be fixt at the town of Eaton,
provided that the money, lands, lots, stone and labour, subscribed by the inhabitants of said town, shall be duly secured for the use of said county towards
erecting publick buildings."—Commissioners' Journal, Vol. 1, p. 13.
Then began a real "boosters' campaign" to raise the necessary funds, for
it was put squarely up to Eaton to hold what she had gained. The owners of
lots in Eaton and the lands around responded with "such as I have I give
thee." Samuel Hawkins gave four lots and four acres of land; William
Bruce gave twelve lots and stone from the quarry along the creek for all public buildings and two blocks of lots along Main street; George Worthington
gave one lot; John Mills gave six acres and John Aukerman gave two acres;
John and Jacob Spacht gave forty dollars for building a gaol; Andrew House
gave twenty dollars; Matthew Harbison, ten dollars, and John Harbison, five
dollars, all to be paid in mason work; Benjamin Griffith, five dollars in turner's work; Alexander C. Lanier, fifty dollars, payable in work on gaol and
court house; William Steele, fifteen dollars, payable in work on gaol; and
William Smith, ten dollars, payable in lots, and a number of others gave also.
—Commissioners' Journal, Vol. 1, pages 15 to 18.
BUILDING OF A J A I L .

On June 25, 1808, the commissioners adopted specifications for a gaol to
be erected, and the same day gave Alex. C. Lanier an order for four dollars
and fifty cents for making out the tax duplicate for the county. Then the
question arose as to how to convert the lots and land into money. It was
finally decided by the county commissioners to hold a public auction and sell
to the highest bidder. The sale was held on August 2, 1808, and the com-
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missioners, to add to the joy of the occasion and make the bidding spirited,
bought five quarts of whisky to treat the crowd, and paid one dollar and
twenty-five cents for it out of the county treasury.—Commissioners' Journal,
Vol. 1, page 41.
In these days the most liberal "home ruler" would not vote for such an
appropriation out of the county treasury. But when it is remembered that
in those days there were no saloons; that whisky was kept in nearly all homes;
that many people did not think they had treated their guests hospitably unless
they had offered them a drink from the family demijohn or bottle, and that
even preachers did not hesitate to take a three-finger nip—when these things
are remembered, we will be slow to censure the men of that early time who
acquiesced in the customs of the people.
All the lots sold at the sale were numbered the same as they are now, and
we give the prices of a few, for the sake of comparison: Lot i, $54.25 ; lot
3, $ 1 2 . 1 2 ^ ; lot 46, $25.25; lot 45, $15.00; lots 23 and 24, $12.25; lot 74,
$24.00; lot 103, $30.25; lots 176 and 177, $34.25. Six acres of land north
of the Methodist church and east of Maple street brought thirty-six dollars
and twenty-five cents.
The gaol was to be sixteen by eighteen feet in size and two stories high
and John Banfill bid to do the work for seven hundred and thirty-nine dollars. It was built.on the court house lot during 1808. On August 3, 1808,
the commissioners ordered a well dug on the court house lot, "to be walled
and complete the same with a good sweep and bucket to be paid for in town
lots." On August 24, 1808, the commissioners settled with the associate judges
for the preceding quarter, for two days each, at three dollars per day.
T H E FIRST COURT HOUSE.

The building of a court house was a more serious affair. After considerable agitation, on March 4, 1812, a man was appointed for each township, to
solicit funds to build a court house. In the meantime, it appears, there were
a number of tentative plans adopted, as to size, the building to be of framework, but it was finally 1816 before it was determined that it should be built
of brick, two stories high and forty feet square. It was to be located twentyfive feet east of Barron street and twenty feet south of Main street, and to be
built parallel to said streets. An agreement was made with Andrew House to
build the court house in accordance with the plans and specifications as finally
adopted, for the sum of one thousand dollars, to be completed on or before
December 1, 1816. The building was accepted by the commissioners on De-
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cember 4, 1816, but was not fully furnished and completed until three or four
years later. John Spacht, Andrew McQuiston and James Crawford were the
commissioners who built the first court house. At this place it may be interesting to note some of the taxation matters of that early day, in comparison with
present times, as denoting the growth of the county in wealth.
EARLY TAX LISTS.

On June 6, 1808, the Israel township tax duplicate was "one hundred and
six horses, two stud horses, and one hundred and seventy-three cattle," the
township being the whole west range of the county. Somers township was
"two stud horses, two hundred and thirty-three horses and two hundred and
seventy-seven cattle," and the appraiser received seven dollars and fifty cents.
This township was the whole middle range of the county. Twin township was
"two stud horses, one hundred and twenty-eight horses and one hundred and
fifty-eight cattle"; the appraiser got six dollars and fifty cents. Twin township was the north fourteen miles of the third range.
On the same day, Albert Banta, appraiser of Twin township, filed an
affidavit that James I. Nisbet refused to list his property for taxes, and he
was tried and adjudged guilty. He appealed the case to the county commissioners' court, and, on June 24, 1808, they adjudged that he "do recover
anything but his false plaint in mercy," and "that the return as made by the
appraiser be confirmed." On December 4, 1815, in the settlement with the
tax collector, the commissioners' journal recites that the total land tax of the
county was $1,745,647.
CREATION OF T O W N S H I P S .

James I. Nisbet, John Meroney and John C. Irvin had been appointed
associate judges of the common pleas court, and, on March 15, 1808, they
met at the house of Samuel Hawkins in Eaton. After being sworn, their
first act was to divide Preble county into four townships. Remembering that
there are three ranges of townships in the county, they ordered: First, that
the south ten miles of the third range of townships should be named Hardin
township, and the election therein held at the house of William Swisher; second, that the north fourteen miles of the third range should be named Twin
township, and the election held at the house of William Nisbet; third, that all
of the second range of townships should be named Somers township, and the
election held at the house of Samuel Hawkins; fourth, that the first range of
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townships should be named Israel township, and the election held at the house
of Benjamin Kercheval.—Probate Court Journal, pages 2 to 5.
The first election, held on. the first Monday of April, 1808, was held at
the above houses.
It is said that in that early day Twin Creek valley had the greater population, that being the reason for making two townships in the third range.
In studying the organization of the county, one of the first questions is
as to how and where the various township divisions of the county were made.
The first division by the three commissioners appointed by the Legislature
has been given above. All subsequent changes and divisions were, by statute,
placed in the power of the county commissioners, and the commissioners'
journal shows that it was done as follows by their orders :
On March 7, 1809, they decreed that the north sixteen miles of the second range of townships should be called Washington township, and that the
election should be held at the house of Samuel Hawkins. This left Somers
township ten miles long. On the same day they decreed that Jefferson township should be the north sixteen miles of the first range, the election to be at
the house of John Marks, thus leaving Israel township ten miles long.
Then came a lull, and a contest that caused some bitterness for a time.
T O W N S H I P CONTEST.

It will be remembered that Hardin township was the south ten miles of
the third range. It had incurred a debt of about two hundred and fifty dollars for some road work, which was all done in the north four miles of the
township. The people of what is now Lanier township desired to have it
created as a separate township, and to pay only its proportionate share of the
debt, as it was a township debt, and the people of what is now Gratis township desired to have it erected into a separate township, and free of any part
of the debt, because they argued that the north part, having recerved all the
benefit of the money spent, ought to pay the debt. For over a year the question was bandied about, neither party succeeding, but finally, on March 4,
1811, the county commissioners decreed that the fifth congressional township
of the third range should be a separate township, to be called Lanier (after
the clerk of the board), the election to be held at the house of Joshua Howell,
and that it should pay its proper pro rata share of the debt.
Of course this aroused the Quakers, and a body of them, headed by
Samuel Stubbs, came to Eaton, on March 7, 1811, to argue their cause. They
were turned down by the commissioners, but, after getting outside of their
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dinners, Mr. Stubbs insisted on making another try. At last they consented,
and again the delegation filed in before the commissioners and Samuel Stubbs
made an argument for their side, pointing out very strongly that it worked no
injustice if the people who received all the benefits were required to pay the
debt, and that they had a strong and growing community of respectable people, who never shunned their duty. He was so earnest about it that he got a
respectful hearing, finally winding up with the words, "Now, friends, we
think thee ought to give us a township free gratis." When he closed, Alex.
C. Lanier, the clerk of the board, exclaimed, "O, let him have his township,
and call it Gratis," and the commissioners then made the order "that all that
part of the third range being within the bounds of the fourth original surveyed township be declared a new township, by the name of Gratis, election
to be held at the house of Silas Gregg."—Commissioners' Journal, page 129.
This left Twin township twelve miles long, and entirely wiped out Hardin
as a township.
On March 4, 1812, it was ordered that Dixon township, originally Dixson, should be the south half of Jefferson and that the election should be held
at the house of Benjamin Kercheval. It was named after Eli Dixson, president of the board, and who lived in that township. On June 1, 1812, all that
part of Israel township in township 7, range 1 east, was added to Dixon
township, thus making Dixon ten miles long, Jefferson eight miles long, and
leaving Israel township as now formed.—Commissioners' Journal 1, page 162.
On June 5, 1815, it was ordered that Somers township be township 6,
range 2, of the original survey, and that all north thereof be added to and
become part of Washington township, making it eighteen miles long. On
June 5, 1815, an order was made that Twin township be divided and that the
south part or the sixth surveyed township be called Twin, and the north part,
or the seventh surveyed township, be called Harrison, the election to be at the
house of Frederick Black.—Commissioners' Journal 1, pages 236-7.
On September 29, 1817, it was ordered that township 9, range 2 east, be
a new township and called Monroe. This left Washington twelve miles long.
—Commissioners' Journal 2, page 76.
A few years later the people of the south part of Washington started an
agitation for the creation of a new township out of the south half. They
met with much opposition, because it would place Eaton in two townships, but
their effort was renewed until, finally, on December 7, 1824, a delegation
came to the county seat to argue for a township. It was headed by Gasper
Potterf, a German, who had been a soldier in the Revolution, and lived on
the banks of Seven Mile creek in that part of then Washington township. He
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had a mill, owned some fourteen hundred acres of land, and, in addition to his
wealth, was known far and wide as an upright, honest and respectable man
and a good and generous neighbor. Of course he got a hearing, and during
his speech he argued that Eaton was likely to grow to be a big city and that
it would contain many people who would be great sinners and law breakers;
that very probably there would be many bastard children, and that, as the
townships had to bear the expenses of punishing the lawless, and to furnish
support for the bastard children, it was unjust to tax them down in the country to pay for such things. The plea caught the fancy of the county commissioners and they ordered that the south four miles of Washington township should be a new township, named Gasper, after the old German. He
now lies buried in Mound Hill cemetery, his body having been removed to that
place, and every Decoration day his grave is decorated by the people of Eaton.
—Commissioners' Journal 5, page 85. Eaton is not yet a big city, but further deponent saith not.
This ended the formation of new townships, leaving Washington township eight miles long, and left our county divided into townships as it stands
at present.
TAX LEVIES.

There being so much discussion these days about the tax levies, and the
limitations thereof, and what funds should be cut down, etc., I give the
tax levy adopted by the county commissioners on June 2, 1812: "Ordered
that the county levies be this year as they have usually been heretofore, to
wit, the extent of law." It could be copied in these days and save much discussion.
The commissioners' journal shows that, on December 6, 1813, they settled with the tax collectors for the land tax of the different townships for that
year as follows, for each whole township given as it then existed: Jefferson
township, $27.15; Twin township, $55.44; Gratis township, $70.95; Israel
township, $16,472; Washington township, $45.562.—Commissioners' Journal, volume 1, page 197. Dixon settled later with treasurer's receipt.
The commissioners fixed the fees for ferry boats in the county for 1813
at one dollar, and for 1814 at two dollars per year, and allowed them to
charge six and one-fourth cents for a man, twelve and one-half cents for
man and horse, and for other cases "as much as the law allows." There were
ferry boats on Twin creek at Lexington and West Alexandria, and on Seven
Mile, in Somers township.
(")
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LAYING OUT OF T H E VILLAGES.

It seems proper at this place to record the laying out of the different villages of the county, because they are a part of its organization. The villages start with the laying out and platting of the first lots. The names of
the owners are given, and the volume and page where may be found the
original record, although now nearly all records are brought up into town
plat books.
The original plats of Eaton and New Lexington are to be found in the
deed records of Montgomery county, but certified copies have been brought to
Preble county and recorded.
Eaton was laid out by William Bruce, February 20, 1806.—Deed book
7, page 50. In the laying out of the town, Bruce dedicated the court house
square as A, for court house purposes, and also gave squares of the same size,
at southwest, northwest and northeast corners of Main and Barron streets,
which he designated B and C and D, for educational and religious purposes.
In 1812 the Legislature passed an act appointing William L. Henderson,
Samuel Hawkins and Alexander Mitchell, trustees, to lay out lots B, C and
D into building lots and sell them, for the benefit of the town, which was done,
and they are now the most densely built sections of the town.—Deed Book I,
page 175.
Camden, then called Dover, and, later, Newcomb, was laid out by William Moore, James Black and Isaac Sutton, July 4, 1818. Deed Book 3,
page 76.
West Alexandria was laid out by William Alexander and Henry Keisling, August 31, 1818. Deed Book 3, page 106.
Lewisburg was laid out by Henry Horn, September 7, 1818. Deed Book
3, page 113.
New Paris was laid out by Andrew Ireland and James Fleming, August
18, 1817. Deed Book 2, page 335.
Gratis, then called Winchester, was laid out by Martin Saylor, Abraham
Wimmer, Jacob Gift and Nicholas Gift, June 12, 1817. Deed Book 2,
page 323.
New Westville was laid out by George Worthington, July 16, 1816. Deed
Book 2, page 246.
Fair Haven, by Jonathan Caldwell, April 16, 1832. Deed Book 12,
page 452.
Gettysburg, then called Harrisburg, and the postoffice, Ebenezer, was
laid out by John Curry, September 11, 1832. Deed Book 14, page 1.
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Morning Sun, by James McQuiston, April 12, 1833. Deed Book 14,
page 137.
West Florence, by Fergus Halderman, surveyor, March 18, 1835. Deed
Book 17, page 169.
Euphemia, by John Mumma, May 2, 1836. Deed Book 24, page 225.
New Hope was laid out by Daniel Hawk, June 11, 1841. Deed Book 29,
page 390.
West Elkton had been settled for a number of years, and the settlers had
purchased little irregular pieces of land and built their houses thereon. As to
about a dozen lots of the old town, it can be said it just spread out, but finally
Jesse Stubbs, Nathan Hornaday and seven others, on September 7, 1847,
after having a survey and plat of those old lots, laid out a number of new
lots around them, and platted and filed for the whole town. Deed Book 36,
page 324.
Sugar Valley was laid out by Israel Brown, November 7, 1849. Deed
Book 37, page 52.
Eldorado was laid out by L. R. McWhinney, December 31, 1852. Old
Plats, volume 1, page 20.
Hamburg was laid out by A. Sterling, John Judy and Samuel R. Adams,
October 5, 1850. Old plat Record 1, page 3.
West Manchester, laid out by Otho Brumbaugh, S. G. Landis and J.
Studybaker, April 21, 1853. Old Plats, volume 1, page 21.
Verona, laid out by Jacob Karr, Leasure & Reed and Robert Calhoun,
June 21, 1853. Old Plats, volume 1, page 29.
Sonora was laid out by Abraham Bankard, William S. Leas and Jesse
Tillman, August 5, 1857. Old Plats, volume 1, page 37.
Greenbush was laid out by J. V. Acton, surveyor, on requisition of J. M.
Randolph, land assessor, May 22, 1861. Old Plats, volume 1, page 39.
Enterprise was laid out by J. V. Acton, surveyor, on requisition of land
assessor, May 11, 1880. Old Plats, volume 1, page 136.
College Corner, in Preble county, was laid out by Franklin, William and
David Shideler, December 15, 1867. Old Plats, volume 1, page 59.
New Lexington was laid out by James I. Nisbet, November 18, 1805.
Original Record, Deed Book B, No. 1, page 8, Montgomery county; certified
plat recorded, Old Plat Copy, volume 1, page 221.
Ingomar and Campbellstown have grown into nice little villages, by the
land owners selling lots to those who wished to buy and build, but neither
village has ever had a plat of the town recorded. On the traction line, a mile
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west of the east county line, quite a village has grown up, that is called Dadsville, and which promises to grow much larger.
In addition to the above, other towns were laid out in the county and plats
recorded, but they are now only farm lands. The following names suggest
themselves: Hagerstown, northeast of West Manchester; Orangeburg and
Belfast, on the National road, west of Gettysburg; Claysburg, southeast of
Fair Haven; Georgetown, north of Sonora; Mercersburg, on the county line
east of Greenbush, and Good Intent, on the Richmond Pike. Crawfordsville
still has about a dozen houses and practically adjoins New Hope, while Brinley
Station, Brown's Station and New Hope Station have in the past contributed
very materially to the commercial life of their communities, but have never
been platted as towns.
The naming of these abandoned towns would indicate that there were
town boomers in bygone days, as well as in our own time.
T H E PRESENT COURT HOUSE.

Within a few years after the first court house was built it was found too
small, and additions were made, but, as the business of the county grew, the
commissioners had to rent some offices in the town. About 1840 an agitation
began for a new court house, and finally, about the close of 1847, it was decided to erect a good modern court house. James Wilson, John Patterson and
Ebenezer Pinkerton were the commissioners and, after looking about a good
deal, they a'dopted plans and specifications to build the present court house,
substantially like, and on the same plan as, the court houses at Lebanon,
Xenia, Urbana and Dayton. On July 15, 1848, they received bids for the
same, and N. G. & S. H. Lockwood, who bid fourteen thousand four hundred
and seventy-five dollars, being one hundred dollars higher than one other of
the eleven bidders, were awarded the contract; the other bids were from
five hundred to twelve thousand dollars higher. During the building many
changers and alterations were made, for which extra pay was allowed, and,
when finished, the new court house cost about twenty-two thousand dollars.
The court house was completed and accepted on July 17, 1851. It has done
good service and has needed little repair, the original work having been done
in a substantial manner and the walls and foundation being heavy and good,
but it must be admitted that the business of the county has far outgrown the
capacity of the building. For some years past there has been an agitation for
a new and modern court house, that would afford ample room and be an
ornament to the county. The question has been twice voted on by the elec-
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tors, within the last eighteen years. At the first election it was defeated by
over three thousand majority, and at the second election was defeated by about
nine hundred majority. The people were frightened by the fact that some of
our neighboring counties voted to build new court houses upon the plans and
estimates given, and when the houses were completed they had cost sixty to
eighty per cent, above the estimates upon which they voted, and the electors
of this county argued that, they would be imposed on in a similar manner.
During the building of the present court house, the commissioners rented
the Methodist Episcopal church for the purposes of holding court, but we
are not informed that the sanctity of the place ever had much effect on court
or jury.
F U R T H E R J A I L HISTORY.

The first jail erected was burned in the early part of 1820 and a new jail
was ordered. Samuel Ward contracted to build it for eight hundred and
forty dollars, but at the.end of two years, on July 30, 1822, the commissioners refused to accept it as according to contract. Arbitrators were appointed,
who decided that the judgment of the commissioners was right and that two
hundred dollars was all that was due on the jail.
The first two jails built were of heavy hewed logs, lined with puncheon,
the floors being of same. There were fire-places and chimneys, across the
throat of which were heavy iron bars to prevent prisoners from climbing up
the chimney, and one-inch iron across the windows. In 1839 it was decided
to erect a stone jail, twenty-six by forty-six feet and two stories high, on the
court house square, and the contract was let to M. S. Morton for six thousand
four hundred and forty dollars. It was completed in 1840, has been in constant use ever since, and is yet a substantial structure. In 1874 the county
commissioners decided to build a sheriff's residence adjoining the jail, and to
put iron cages and cells in the jail, the whole contract being let to M. S. Morton and E. B. Nourse, of Eaton, for eight thousand nine hundred and eighty
dollars. It was completed in 1875, and since that time the building has remained unchanged, except necessary repairs, and bids fair to last for many
years more. However, to the writer's knowledge, every grand jury for the
last ten years or more has filed its report, condemning the jail, until the court
would be so surprised if the jury failed to so report that he would examine
his charge to see if error was committed.
On December 8, 1835, after there had been for two or three years an
agitation for a county poor house, now called county infirmary, the county
commissioners purchased of George Lease the southwest quarter of section
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27, township 8, range 2 east, for two thousand dollars, for an infirmary site.
The farm was rented the first year.
On February 3, 1837, bids were received from eight bidders, ranging
from three thousand seven hundred and seventy-four dollars to five thousand
eight hundred dollars, for the construction of a poor house. Award was
made to Samuel Roberson as the lowest bidder, but, as he could not give
bond, it was put up at auction and sold to Wilson & Stephens, for four thousand three hundred and thirty-nine dollars, to be finished according to plans
and specifications by September I, 1838. It was to be one story high, with
walls sufficiently strong to be carried higher if desired. On the day agreed, it
was accepted by the commissioners. Since then the walls have been carried
higher, another story added and wings added, but otherwise it is the same
house. It is yet a good and substantial building, well furnished and heated,
with a most excellent barn, and the inmates are as well cared for and looked
after as though they were at home—only, it is not home.
Previous to 1813, the infirmary was controlled by three infirmary directors, who reported to the commissioners, but since that date it has been
controlled by the county commissioners, the same as other county business.
CHILDREN'S HOME.

In 1882, John T. Deem purchased twelve and one-half acres of land in
the southwest quarter of section 3, township 7, range 2 east, about one mile
southwest of Eaton, near some mineral springs that bubbled up along a little
ravine, and erected thereon a large brick building, which he operated as a
summer resort. It did not prove very remunerative.
For two or three years there had been an agitation in the county for a
children's home, as dependent children were then kept at the county infirmary,
which seemed veiy improper. The Legislature, in 1881-3, passed laws giving
the commissioners power to levy taxes and purchase site and erect buildings for
a county children's home, and the Preble county commissioners were contemplating doing so, when Mr. Deem offered to sell his site and buildings for
the purpose. The commissioners at the time were S. Coovert, H. Furrey and
H. Paddack, who divided on the matter, and finally, on May 29, 1884, a vote
was taken, resulting in Messrs. Furrey and Paddack voting for the purchase,
at the price of eighteen thousand dollars, and Coovert voted no. The purchase
was made, but it defeated Furrey for the renomination in 1884, not because
of any wrong done, but only because he voted with the Democratic member
for the purchase. No graft or wrongdoing was charged, or is believed. It
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was a good purchase, and to it has since been added some fourteen acres more.
The necessary changes were made, making buildings suitable for occupancy,
and they have been in use ever since. The commissioners have since erected
an additional building and a school house.
At first there were three trustees, one Democrat and two Republicans, but
in 1895 the law was changed, providing for four, two of each party. The
trustees have been as follows: John V. Campbell, Democrat, 1883-1888; Eli
Conger, Republican, 1883-1888; H. C. Aydelotte, Republican, 1883-1885; J.
W. King, Republican, 1885-1908; B. D. Moses, Republican, 1888-1889; G. M.
Eidson, Democrat, 1888-1897; D. J. Christman, Republican, 1889-1894; W.
C. M. Brookins, Democrat, 1894-1897; D. W. Cooper, Republican, 18951898; John Glick, Democrat, 1897-1912; E. S. Stotler, Democrat, 1897-1908;
D. M. Swihart, Democrat, 1908 to the present time; D. J. Christman, Republican, 1898-1905; H. D. Silver, Republican, 1905 to the present time; H. C.
Albaugh, Democrat, 1912 to the present time; Harry G. King, Republican,
1908 to the present time.
The superintendents have been as follows, their wives being the matrons:
Thomas F. Bulla, 1883-1885; H. C. Aydelotte, 1885-1889; Samuel Huddle,
1889-1905; A. E. May, 1904-1906; G. W. Hardin, 1906-1911; O. P. Kimmel, 1911 and still serving.
The number of children varies with the years, the highest being sixtysix and the lowest nine, in May, 1912; the present number is twenty-two.
OFFICIAL ROSTER.

Andrew L. Harris was lieutenant-governor, 1892-1894 and 1906. In
June, 1906, Governor Pattison died in office and Harris became governor, serving until January, 1909; he is the only man from Preble county
who has filled the office of governor. He also served four years, from 1897
to 1901, as a member of the United States industrial commission at Washington, D. C.
William J. Gilmore was on the bench of the supreme court from 1875 to
1880.
Francis A. Cunningham was elected a member of Congress in 1844, being the only member of Congress ever elected from this county. He was born
in South Carolina in 1804, and in 1826 came from Lebanon to Eaton. He
studied medicine and practiced his profession until 1833, when he became
clerk. In 1846 he was defeated for Congress by Robert C. Schenck. In 1847
he enlisted for the Mexican War, and in 1848 was appointed paymaster in
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the army, remaining on the frontier in New Mexico and Texas. In 1861
Mr. Cunningham was taken prisoner by General Van Dorn, at San Antonio,
but was shortly released and reported for duty- at Washington. He served
until retired on half pay on account of disability, and came home, his death
occurring in Eaton in August, 1864, from paralysis. His wife, Maria, daughter of William Campbell, outlived him many years.
SENATORS FROM PREBLE COUNTY.

David IWviance, 1810-1815; David F. Heaton, 1825, 1828-1832; John
G, Jawieison, 1825-1827; John M. McNutt, 1832;John Savior. 1838-9; Henry
Shidcter, 1838, 1854-1(858; Robert Haxeltine. 1840: George D. Hendrix,
1848-9; Dawk) A, Cox, 1852; Felix Marsh, 1856; A. L. Harris, 1866; James
Savior, 1872; Abate Haines. 1876; Oscar Sheppard. 1898-1900; Michael
Cahill, 1911-13; Hugh R. Gilniore, 1915. present incumbent.
REPRESENTATIVES FROM PRKBLE COUNTY.

David Purviance, 1809; Joseph C Hawkins, 1817; John Pinkerton. 181S;
C Vanausdal, 1819; Daniel Savior, 1820-1821; John Pinkerton. 1822; Jesse
Parannore, 1823; J, ML Gray, 1824-5; David Purviance, 1826; D. F. Heaton.
1827; J. M, U, McNutt, 1828-9; L. Miller. 1830-1; Henry SMdetar, 1831-2;
Samuel Nixon, 1832; George D. Hendrix, 1833; Richard R Payne, 1834;
John Sayhwr, 11835; J. M. U. McNutt, 1836; John Quiinn, 1837; George D.
Hendrix, 183S; Lofton Dunham, 1839; Joseph S. Hawkins, 1840-1; Newton
Larsh, U842; Joseph & Hawkins, 1843; David Harnett. 1844; William Carry,
1845; L, W. Whitridge, 1846; Joseph S. Hawkins, 1847; Felix Marsh, 1848;
Joseph S. Hawkins, 1849; B***»h H. Alexander, 1850-1.
lime Cwstitation of 1851 made the ternn two years and elections were held
in the <iMd^mmntered years.
Berralu H.. Alexander, 1852; Eenjaanin W. Hubbard, 1854; Haydem W.
Dwjtey, 1856; Martin P.. Stephens, 1858; Jesse Stnhhs, i860; Absalom Stiver,
1862;; Robert Miter. 1864; Phillip Lybroafc. i8@S; James Savior, i86S-i$7<o>;
J«m$h Miter, t % 2 ; Griffin H. Fidssw, 1874; A. J, Hawtey, 1876; D. C
Stinhhs, l % 8 ^ » ; Oscar Sheppwd, 1882-4; Andrew L.. Harris, 1886-$; Robert
WMnawns, Jr.., 189®; P . C Lantis, 18911; Btara Fisher, 1892; WMamni W .
Ateer,, n%4-6;; it. E. Mowow, 1898; PhiMp A.. Sayteir, age®; M. K. Harasd,
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Then the time of election was changed to occur only in the even numbered years.
Earl H. Irvin, 1906; William K. Swan, 1909; Earl H. Irvin, 1911 ; Will
E. Murphy, 1913; William K. Swan, 1915, present incumbent.
AUDITORS.

John M. Gray, 1820; John G. Jameison, 1822; Lazarus Miller, 1826;
George D. Hendrix, 1830; Lazarus Miller, 1832; Hiram Jones, 1840; John
R. Stephens, 1842; James Gilmore, 1850; James Albert, 1852; Thomas J.
Larsh, i860; Jarvis N. Lake, 1866; William I. Barnheiser, 1871; Samuel Oldfather, 1875; William B. Mikesell, 1880; H. L. Robbins, 1883; (term begins
October 1, after election) George W. M. Bookwalter, 1892; W. A. Eidson,
1893; Oscar A. Gale, 1899; C. W. Eidson, 1905: R. J. Plummer, 1908, appointed to fill interim (term became two years) ; J. F. Randall, 1908; George
W. Rehfuss, 1912, present incumbent.
RECORDERS.

Alex. C. Lanier, 1808; Isaac Stephens, 1818; Hiram Jones, 1829; Isaac
Stephens, 1841: Hiram Jones, 1844; William G. Banfill (interims) ; George
W. Sloan. 1850: Isaac Stephens. 1853: William G. Banfill, 1856; William H.
Lough, 1862; I. X. Sliver. 1871; H. L. Robbins, 1877; J. W. Ammerman,
1880: P. S. Eikenbary, 1887: Silas Duskey, .1893; E. E. Bailey, 1899; C. G.
Oldfather, 1905; C. A. Phares, 1911; Ola Potts, 1915, present incumbent.
TREASURERS.

William Price, 1808: Alexander Mitchell, 1818; Samuel Ward, 1820;
Alexander Mitchell. 1821; James Lamson, 1845; John Marsh, 1847; John
R. Stephens, 1853; Joseph Brower, 1858; M. F. Stevens, 1861; Robert Williams. Jr.. 1865: A. E. Hubbard (appointed), 1869; E. B. Ebersole, 1870;
Frank W. Whitesides. 1872: S. S. Dix. 1876: D. W. Cooper, 1880; J. H.
Musselman, 1884: Silas Laird, 1886; J. H. Musselman, 1890; M. D. Tyrrell,
1892: J. H. Gibbons. 1896: Ephraim Heeter, 1900; A. S. Scott, 1902; I. K.
Neal, 1906: James Sharkey. 1911. present incumbent; Roy McNeal, elected,
term begins September, 1915.
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CORONERS.

Samuel Mitchell, 1808, appointed by acting governor; William Brown,
1816; Peter Fleming, 1817; Henry Bristo, 1818; Henry Montfort, 1820;
John Alcorn, 1823; Jonas Albright, 1834; Elias Halderman, 1836; Henry
M. Eidson, 1854; Oliver Cleveland, 1856.
Terms two years: Isaac L. Johnson, 1858; Benjamin Stover, 1862;
Levin T. McCabe, 1864; Joseph H. Quinn, 1867; John H. Bruce, 1874; Warren M. Campbell, 1876; A. H. Stephens, 1878; F. M. Michael, 1881; Robert
D. Huggins, 1883; Charles C. Jones. 1887; P. M. Small, 1889; C. A. Hawley,
1893: J. L. Quinn, 1897; J. C. Ryder, 1901; William R. Pryor, 1905; P. H.
O'Hara, 1909; J. L. Quinn, 1911; C. B. Cokefair, 1913, resigned; H. Z.
Silver, appointed in 1913 and elected in 1914, present incumbent.
SURVEYORS.

The records of this office as to incumbents thereof is far more uncertain
than some of the other offices, but, in so far as can be ascertained, the names
are given with known dates.
Alexander McNutt, 1808; James I. Nisbet, 1909; David Williamson,
1810; Jonathan Miller, 1822; John C. McManus, 1827; Abraham Halderman,
1833; Moses C. Doughty, 1835 and 1851; John Mumma, 1838; James L.
Street, 1842; Thomas J. Larsh, 1847, a n a terms later; J. S. Showalter, 1853;
James V. Acton, 1857, and terms later; Robert Shute, 1869; Jesse Brown,
1863; F. M. Davisson, 1879; R. E. Lowry, 1885; A. L. Reid, 1891; R. K.
DeMotte, 1897; Fred C. Roberts, 1903; William A. Markey, 1909; Otho
Heckathorn, 1913, present incumbent.
The surveyors of the county generally have been a good class of men.
Some of them later entered upon business careers and achieved a fair measure
of success. The one who, simply as a surveyor and civil engineer, became the
most widely known, and who was connected with the greatest constructive
works, was James V. Acton, who was born in Virginia about 1816 and came,
a youth, to Preble county with his father about the year 1834. He taught
school for two or three years in the early forties, two years in South Eaton,
in the little brick school still standing on Cherry street, now a dwelling. He
had a natural bent fof mathematics, and when T. J. Larsh was elected to the
constitutional convention of 1851, he became surveyor and, as surveyor or deputy, continued until the building of the Erie railroad, at which time he was
employed as construction engineer of a division of one hundred miles, from
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Salamanca, New York, west, and subsequently another one hundred miles
was added, bringing him nearly to North Lewisburg. After the completion
of that road he was employed by what is now the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern railroad in constructing a line across a part of Indiana; then later,
shortly after the Civil War, he worked a year on the building of a railroad in
Louisiana; then for a short line through the hilly country of the southwest
corner of New York, and later in Canada. He surveyed a line through the
Adirondacks, but the projected road never was built. He also surveyed several lines in Ohio.
James V. Acton was a tall, spare man, possessing great endurance, reticent, and positive in his convictions, and clean and honorable in his dealings.
His mind worked on mathematical lines and dealt with facts, and no man was
ever possessed of the power to make him yield and certify to any statement
that was not backed by figures that spoke truth, not merely juggled to suit.
While his work dealt with great sums of money, no one ever whispered
wrong against him. Simply as a surveyor he was the peer of any, but in
tracing and searching for old lines he was not the equal of T. J. Larsh, because he reasoned that the surveyor ought to have done so and so, instead of
inquiring what the surveyor actually did. He was a kind-hearted and true
friend, speaking frankly what he had to say, but never backbiting. This
upright course made him unpopular with a certain class, but theyr had respect
for his opinions nevertheless. He is buried in the cemetery at Eaton. I
write the above because I think I really knew him better than most men, having worked as a co-laborer with him for six years in county work.
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.

Under the law passed in 1804, commissioners' terms were three years
each, and the year of first term is given; most of them being re-elected, thus
serving six years:
George Shidler, William R. Irvin, Samuel Hawkins, special election,
1808; at regular election, 1808, Alexander Pugh, John Halderman, William
R. Irvin; Eli Dixon, 1809; James Ireland, 1811; John Spacht, 1813; James
Crawford, Andrew McQuiston, 1814; Frederick Miller, 1816; Henry Montfort, 1817; Jesse Swisher, 1818; Isaac Stephens, 1819; Walter Buel, 1820;
William Campbell, Peter Banta, 1821; James Crawford, 1822; John Acton,
1824; Stephen Long and Richard B. Paine, 1828; William Kendrick, 1829;
Peter Banta, 1830; Thomas Morgan, 1832; William Hall and Thomas Miller, 1833; Matthew McWhinney, 1834; J. F. Ireland, 1835; James Wilson
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and D. Barnett, 1836; Peter Shidler, 1837; Jacob F. Miller, 1840; John
Patterson, 1846; Ebenezer Pinkerton, 1847; J°hn Mumma, 1848; Isaac E.
Railsback and James Elliott, 1849; Henry Harter, 1851; Moses D. Harris,
1853; Absalom Stiver, 1854; Jonathan Davisson, 1855; William Berry, 1856;
Nathaniel Benjamin, 1857; Patrick McGrew, 1859; William H. Smith, i860;
William Risinger, 1861; Philip Lybrook, 1862; Benjamin Deardorff, 1863;
William C. Mills, 1865; George Brower, 1866; Daniel G. Prugh, 1869; Samuel Coovert, 1870; Eli Conger, 1871; Jehu B. Campbell, 1873; Joseph Mills,
1875; D. W. Harshman, 1877; Howard Young, 1879; James McDill, 1880;
Henry Furrey, 1882; Samuel Coovert, 1883; Harvey Paddack, 1884; John C.
Riner, 1885; William Mills, 1887; W. D. Pugh, 1889; James Carroll, 1891;
Jacob'S. Benner, 1893; George W. Hanger, 1894; Samuel E. Morton, 1895;
S. C. Ritchie, 1899; Isaac Ulrich, 1900; J. E. Flora, 1901; J. O. Willson, 1905 ;
James Carroll, 1906; J. E. Flora, 1907, appointed; M. L. Coovert, 1908; D. S.
Ulrich, 1909.
The term then was changed to two years, all expiring at the same time:
D. S. Ulrich, James Carroll and M. L. Coovert, 1911; Chris Wair, 1912, appointed; James Carroll died, Perry Woolf, 1912, to fill vacancy to September, 1913; William Johnson, Joseph A. Day and Silas Q. Burriff, 1913, present incumbents, until 1917, being re-elected in 1914.

CHAPTER VIII.
RAILROADS AND TRANSPORTATION.

The Eaton & Hamilton Railroad Company was organized in 1849,
under a charter granted by the Legislature to build a railroad from Eaton
to Hamilton by the most feasible route. Abner Haines and Joseph Hawkins were the attorneys for the company, composed of Lurton Dunham,
of Camden, and Cornelius Vanausdal, Ellis Minshall, Alfred Denny, of
Eaton, and some Hamilton men. Vanausdal was the first president, Jesse
B. Stephens, secretary, and Josiah Campbell, treasurer. Abner Haines was
president the second year, and John Woods, of Hamilton, president the
third year. Then David Barnett, of Barnett's station, two miles north of
Camden, became president, and continued until near the close of the Civil
War. He owned a farm and large mill at Barnett's station, and to his
energy and push and belief in the future good of the road the people are
indebted, perhaps more to him than any other one man, for the building
and completion of the road. The rails were iron, imported from England
and cost, delivered at Hamilton, about sixty-five dollars per ton for rails of
forty-five pounds per yard. The original subscription was sixty-five thousand dollars, of which forty thousand was from Preble county, but they
subsequently rased one hundred and fifty thousand dollars more in Cincinnati, and the road was built to Richmond, Indiana, and put in operation
in the spring of 1852.
AN INNOVATION T H A T CAME TO STAY.

When the first passenger train reached Eaton it brought the officers
of the road and many of those who helped in its building. It is said that
the whole countryside turned out; the village was crowded and it was made
a gala day, with bands and speech-making. In 1869 the road was leased
to and became a part of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton system, after
several years of litigation, under a reorganization scheme, and so continued
until about 1890, when it was again leased, in perpetuity, to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and now forms the main line of that company
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from Chicago to Cincinnati, and is a part of the Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railway Company.
There has been much talk and two or three surveys for changing the
location of the line from Eaton to Seven Mile, but all came to naught. The
reasons given for the change are that the road follows too closely the course
of Seven Mile creek, there being no less than nine bridges, from one hundred feet to two hundred feet long, across that stream, in a distance of
about eighteen miles, some of which are damaged by every big flood. Then
some of the grades are very heavy, necessitating what is called doubleheaders on heavy freights. The line is now laid with eighty-five pound
steel rails, costing less than half the price per ton of the original iron ones,
which were imported, while the steel ones were all made in the United
States.
The Dayton & Western Railroad Company was chartered in February,
1846, from Dayton to the state line between Ohio and Indiana, and was
completed for business in October, 1853, and finally built the junction with
the Eaton & Hamilton line two miles east of the Richmond depot. Both
roads, used the same line to the depot, and in 1865 it leased from the Richmond & Miami company, that controlled that short stretch, the right to its
use in perpetuity. Finally, by various transfers, the entire road in December, 1869, passed into the possession of the Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago
& St. Louis Railroad Company, and forms a part of the line from St. Louis
to Columbus. In 1863 the company leased the right to the Dayton & Union
Railroad Company to use its line from Dayton to Dodson, some fifteen miles,
and it is yet so used. This road was originally planned to Eaton and
Richmond, but was diverted north by certain financial interests, which feared
that such a line would be detrimental to their interests. The road strikes
the east line of Harrison township, near the middle line of section 34, thence
a straight line through Sonora to the south line of section 5, then following
the line one mile south of the north county line through West Manchester
and Eldorado to nearly the west line of Monroe township. Then it bends
and follows the course of Little creek to New Paris, where it unites with
the Columbus, Chicago & Indiana Central railroad, owned by the same company, and from there to Richmond the line is double track.
T H E GROWTH OF T H E IRON ROAD.

The Dayton & Greenville railroad was chartered and built about the
same time as the Dayton & Western, and strikes the east county line about

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

175

the middle line of section 12 of Monroe township, and runs a straight line
through Verona, to about the center of the north line of the northwest
quarter of section 1, of said township, Verona being the only stop in the
county.
The Cincinnati, Jackson & Mackinaw railroad was started about 1883,
and was projected to pass through the county seats of all the western
counties of the state. The promoters called for subscriptions and right of
way along the line of the proposed road, but did not meet with any great
response in Eaton or vicinity. As Lewisburg, West Alexandria, Farmersville and Germantown had no railroad and earnestly desired one, they got
on a tremendous hustle and raised many thousand dollars to bring the road
through these towns. They procured a great part of the right of way, and
so earnest were they and so substantial their donations, that the promoters
agreed to bend the line at West Manchester, and come that way. Then the
people of Eaton woke up and secured the needed help, but it must be recorded to the honor of the promoters, that they kept faith with the hustlers
and the road was built through the towns named. It was commenced in
this county in 1885 and finished in 1886. About 1908, after being in litigation for some time, it was purchased by the New York Central system and
added to and became a part of the Big Four division. It passes through
Monroe, Harrison, Twin and Lanier townships.
About 1861, the Richmond & Covington railroad was chartered to
build a railroad from Covington through Greenville to Richmond, Indiana,
and was completed during the Civil War. It comes into this county in
section 4 of Jefferson township, and runs southwesterly in the Whitewater
valley to New Paris, from which point to Richmond it used the tracks
of the Dayton & Western Railroad. Some three or four years after the
war it was leased to and became a part of the Columbus, Chicago & Central Indiana railroad, and in 1883 it was leased in perpetuity to and became
a part of the Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis system of the
Pennsylvania company, joining the main line from Columbus to Chicago
at Bradford junction. Some of their fastest trains are run over this line,
notable among them being the limited mail. From New Paris to Richmond
it is double track, and at New Paris is a switch tower and watchman on
duty. It was a hair-raising experience to the writer, a year or more ago,
to stand in the tower and look up and down the valley over a mile in each
direction and see two great trains loaded with human freight rushing
towards each other at fifty miles per hour, as if each tried to reach the
junction first, but the levers worked and there was a rush and roar, followed
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by a second rush and roar, and each sped on its way in safety. But the possibilities seemed to make me stop breathing for a minute or two.
The Dayton & Western Traction Company in 1897 projected a line of
electric interurban railroad from Dayton to Eaton, along the north side of
the right of way of the Dayton and Western turnpike, which for years
had been unremunerative. Dr. J. E. Lowes, of Dayton, the promoter, conceived the idea of buying the turnpike stock, which he did for a nominal
sum; then he granted to the traction company' the right of way, then asked
for the comity commissioners to appraise the bridges and road, which was
done, and he sold the bridges to the county and the turnpike became a free
road. In 1897-98 the road was constructed, and the first passenger car
reached Eaton on July 3, 1898. Oscar Sheppard was the attorney in this
county who assisted in the building of the road. Doctor Lowes sold the
controlling interest in the road about 1900 to Valentine Winters, of Dayton, who, in 1903, built the line along the north side of the turnpike to
Richmond, laying a spur track from New Westville to New Paris, a distance of two and one-half miles. The line was surveyed and constructed
under R. K. DeMotte and A. L. Reid as the engineers. In 1906, it was
leased in perpetuity, or ninety-nine years, renewable, to the Indiana, Columbus & Eastern Traction Company, and is doing a fair business, operating
cars each way every hour from 6 :oo A. M. to 11 :oo P. M. every day, its
passenger traffic being far in excess of the steam railroad, together with a
considerable freight traffic.
COMPETITION AND EXPEDITION.

In 1896, an interurban electric railroad was projected from Dayton
through Greenville to Union city, which practically parallels the Dayton &
Union railroad (steam), heretofore described. A company was formed
and the road built, passing through this county, across section 1 of Harrison
township, through Verona, there being not to exceed about one mile of
road within the county, and lying just northeast of and parallel to said
steam railroad. It changed hands a time or two and finally about the same
time as the Dayton & Western Traction line through Eaton, it passed into
the hands of the Ohio Electric Railroad Company, the present owners. It
was completed in this county in 1897.
In the early fifties the Louisville & Sandusky railroad was projected
through this county. Starting from Eaton, northeast through Euphemia
and Lewisburg, much work was done, miles of grading and at Banta creek
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abutments some forty feet high were built, and at Euphemia great stone
arches to carry the road over the streets, and a very high grade built through
a part of the village. Some one hundred and fifty thousand dollars or more
was spent in this and adjoining counties, but the company became embarrassed
and in 1855 the panic finished the company. Since then nothing has been
done, except the people along the line have removed much of the stone and
again smoothed out the ground for farming.
Then another road, called the Evansville, Bellefontaine & Lake Erie, was
projected and surveyed across the county from the northeast part, through
Eaton to the southwest part of the county, and some work done in other
counties, but none in this. It died young.
There have been other surveys for proposed lines across the county,
and some of them may yet be built, but all seem to be under a total eclipse
at present. No railroads of any kind touch Gratis, Israel or Dixon townships at this time.

(12)

CHAPTER IX.
AGRICULTURE AND STOCK RAISING.

Preble county is essentially an agricultural county, and one of the best
in the state for the raising of all the crops grown generally by the farmers
of our state. But some crops produce better results in certain parts of the
county than in other parts, because there seems something in the soil that
these crops demand. It is being admitted that the lands drained by Big
Twin creek produce the best yields of wheat and tobacco, while the western
part of the county is admitted to be the great corn-producing section of the
county. Of course, there are farmers scattered over the county who may
challenge those statements, but when the areas mentioned are considered
as a whole, I think the statements will be admitted to be correct.
Corn does exceedingly well everywhere, and this fact has led our
farmers to be great and successful raisers of hogs for market. A number
of our citizens in the past, and some yet living, have devoted themselves to
the improvement of the various breeds, notably Poland China, Duroc Jersey
and Chester White, and are known in many states as successful breeders,
bringing home many red and blue ribbons from various state fairs. In the
year 1914, it is claimed that more than five hundred carloads of hogs were
shipped to market, so that it may be said that the dying out of the distilleries
increased the pork business.
T H E FRAGRANT WEED.

The first tobacco raised in the county was in the Twin creek valley
some twenty years previous to the Civil War. The raiser had trouble finding a buyer, but when he finally did sell, the crop was so remunerative that
it induced him and some of his neighbors to continue the experiment, which
they did with success. Its culture had secured a good start when the Civil
War came, and the demand for cigar tobacco increased largely by reason
of the lack of southern tobacco' that had been largely used for smoking.
This demand made the tobacco crop a much more paying crop than any
other. It spread rapidly and has become a permanent feature, until today
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it is perhaps true that Preble, Darke and Montgomery counties raise onehalf of the tobacco raised in the state.
There are also many cattle and horses raised in the county, but sheep
seem to find less favor, there being less sheep in the county now than forty
years ago. The reason may be that while the assessor's returns show less
sheep, they also show more dogs. The assessor's returns show that there
are one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three dogs and only five thousand two hundred and ninety-six sheep in the county in 1914, being a decrease of nearly three thousand sheep in four or five years.
T H E COUNTY FAIR.

The Preble County Agriculture Society, now called the Preble County
Fair Board, was first organized in 1850, the charter members being, Levin
T. McCabe, Jesse Stubbs, Newton Larsh, Peter Shidler, Jacob Smith, Henry
Montfort, and Enoch Taylor, who have all been gathered to their fathers.
FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS.

The first fair was held in 1851, using the court house for the household
display, while the stock show was held on the land south of Israel street,
between Barron and Maple streets, which was then a field of the Hardin
Bruce farm. The premium list called for three hundred and eleven dollars
for the displays, which included all farm crops raised, and cattle, horses,
sheep, and hogs. In 1852, the house display was made ih a building on the
east side of Barron street, just south of the first alley north of Main street,
while the stock show was held on the land east of Barron street, and north
of High street, which was then an open field. The admission was fifteen
cents. In 1855, the society purchased ten acres of land east of the railroad
and north of the present fair grounds, and it continued to be held at that
place with varying success. It becoming apparent each year that the grounds
were inadequate, and after much discussion, the present fair grounds of
about forty-five acres were purchased by the county commissioners in the
name of the county in 1866. The society sold the old grounds and used
the money in the erection of buildings on the new fair grounds, since which
time it has been and is in reality a county fair, the board consisting of one
member from each township and a president, or thirteen members in all.
From those small beginnings the fair has grown until today it is one
of the best county fairs of the state. Each year may be seen all manner of
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stock and poultry, competing for the prizes, that have been successful
competitors at the state fairs of this and neighboring states, and they did
not always win a prize in this county either. So much has it come to be
recognized as a county institution, that most of the schools of the county
close on Thursday and Friday of the fair week, and it seems that everybody and their cousins and aunts are at the fair, the grounds being crowded
almost to overflowing. Conservative judges have placed the number at
twenty thousand present on Thursday, several times in recent years; while
some enthusiasts place it much higher. The fair is generally held in September, and, of course, the excellency of the races on Thursday and Friday
bring many people. In 1914, it was claimed that over twenty-two hundred
autos entered the grounds. Of course, each year our fair board advertises
the fair far and wide. Those who attend once generally repeat, and on the
two days mentioned the Pennsylvania railroad runs special trains, and the
interurban railroad doubles its car service to carry and care for the crowds
in attendance.
LINCOLN'S APHORISM RECALLED.

Every citizen of the county who holds a one dollar membership ticket
has a vote for the fair board members, whose terms expire one half each
year, which vote is generally cast on the last day of the fair. Our people
are sensible enough to continue the members so long as they give us a good
fair, but if they fail for a couple of years, the people swap horses. Hence
for many years past no effort is spared to insure success, and at the fair,
no matter what the provocation, each member of the board wears a smile
that will not come off, while he is stern and unrelenting in his calling down
fakirs, who are attempting a swindle. John Kaylor was prominent in organizing the first fair, and his son, J. J. Kaylor, was president of the fair
board for a dozen or more years, retiring but a year or so ago. The disease
must have got into the family blood.

CHAPTER X.
PROBATE COURT.

Under the 1802 Constitution of Ohio, in each county there were appointed not less than two nor more than three associate judges, who were
residents of the county, a quorum being two, and who had jurisdiction,
generally speaking, of all probate matters within the county and certain
contested election cases and the power to hear misdemeanor and criminal
matters and to bind the accused to answer the grand jury. When the common pleas court was held at least two of the associate judges sat with the
presiding judge to hear the case. They were appointed to serve such term
as law required, but not to exceed seven years.
Thomas Kirker, acting as governor of the state, on February 16, 1808,
duly appointed James I. Nisbet, John Meroney and John C. Irwin associate
judges of Preble county, and they met at the house of Samuel Hawkins in
Eaton on March 15, 1808, and elected William Brown clerk pro tempore,
and the first business done was to divide the county into four townships, as
set out in the chapter on organization of the county. They then appointed
Alexander C. Lanier county recorder, and ordered that six justices of the
peace be elected in April, 1808, and adjourned.
On April 9, 1808, they met and abstracted the vote of the April election, and swore Lanier into office as recorder, and adjourned. On May 16,
1808, the former clerk, having resigned, they chose Alexander C. Lanier as
clerk.
"NOT GUILTY."

On June 7, 1808, Samuel Parks was brought before them charged with
stealing two horses, and pleaded not guilty. The case was heard by them
and he was acquitted. They then settled with the county commissioners, and
allowed each of them $5.75 for their services for the preceding two months.
On February 28, 1809, John Ladley was, on the oath of his wife,
Nancy Ladley, brought before the judges, charged with having broken the
"goal" of Newport, Kentucky, and also with threatening and abusing her
(his wife) and plead guilty to breaking jail of Newport, but the court adjudged that not to be an offense against the laws of this state, and tried

l82

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

and acquitted him on the other charge. Just as he was dismissed, a constable from Kentucky came into court with a warrant for Ladley's arrest
for having stolen a mare in Kentucky and the coroner was ordered to take
the prisoner to the Ohio river and turn him over to the Kentucky constable.
On April 20, 1809, John Kirby was granted a license to keep a tavern
in Eaton. The first letters of administration were granted on November 1,
1809, to William Denniston and Sarah Denniston, on the estate of James
Denniston, deceased, and they gave bond in the sum of four thousand dollars.
On November 24, 1810, the first will, that of John Shoeman, was probated and proven by three witnesses. Katherine Shoeman and Henry Eikenberry were named as executors and gave bond in the sum of two hundred
dollars.
On July 20, 1812, Peter Bowers was tried for stealing "one-half crown"
of George Worthington, and was acquitted. This shows that the memory
of English coins still lingered.
On July 6, 1814, the last will of Samuel Hawkins, deceased, was probated and recorded. This is given because the deceased was so prominent
in the organization of the county.
On October 15, 1814, the court abstracted the vote of the county and
found that Thomas Worthington had for governor in the county one hundred and fifty-eight votes, and Othniel Looker for the same office had one
hundred and ninety-four votes.
A P P O I N T I N G ADMINISTRATORS.

On May 6, 1815, Cornelius Van Ausdall was appointed administrator
of the estate of Phoebe Van Ausdall, and from this date the court records
show frequent appointments of administrators. The first insolvency case
was that of William Miller, on February 9, 1819, who was adjudged insolvent on his petition. July, 1819, David Shankland was appointed as
guardian of Edward McGuire, being the first guardian appointed in the
county.
It seems that there was not in those days such great objection to a
man holding two offices, as there is now, for on April 20, 1809, the other
two associate judges, in the absence of Judge Nisbet, elected him county
surveyor, and certified him as such to the governor, and he served as county
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surveyor and associate judge, and in the road records of the count}' his
name will be found as the surveyor of roads laid out for many years later.
The roster of the associate judges:
1808—James I. Nisbet, John Meroney, John C. Irvin.
1813—Abner Dooley, Alexander Mitchell, James I. Nisbet.
1816—Jacob Romaine, Abner Dooley, James I. Nisbet.
1819—Peter Van Ausdel, Jacob Romaine, James I. Nisbet.
1822—Walter Buel, Henry Montfort, Peter Van Ausdel.
1829—Samuel Tizzard, James McClurg, Peter Van Ausdel.
1830—John Denney, James McClurg, Peter Van Ausdel.
1832—Henry Montfort, John Denney, Peter Van Ausdel.
1833—John Acton, John Denney, Henry Montfort.
1834—George Taylor, John Acton, Henry Montfort.
1835—Robert Martin, John Acton, Henry Montfort.
1838—William Curry, Robert Martin, John Acton.
1840—Peter Shidler, Robert Martin, William Curry.
1844—Samuel Robertson, Robert Martin, Peter Shidler.
1845—William Hall, Robert Martin, Peter Shidler.
1846—Peter Shidler, William Hall, James Gardner.
1849—James Gardner, William Hall, Benjamin Neal.
In 1851, Benjamin Neal resigned, or refused to serve longer, and on
May 21, 1851, Jacob Chambers was appointed and the court as thus organized continued to February 9, 1852, when first the probate judge began
service.
On September 1, 1851, the new constitution, adopted by the vote of
Ohio electors on the third Tuesday of June, 1851, became effective, and by
the Legislature a law was enacted calling for the election of a probate judge
for each county, whose court should be open the whole year. 50 Ohio
Laws, page 311. Under that system we have ever since operated, the probate judge being elected for three-year terms, and if more time is indicated,
they were re-elected for a second term.
The probate judges of the county:
John V. Campbell, 1852-8.
George W. Gans, 1858-1864.
George W. Thompson, 1864-1870.
John W. King, 1870-1876.
Andrew L. Harris, 1876-1882.
Robert W. Quinn, 1882-1888.
William A. Neal, 1888-1894.

John A. Moore, 1894-1900.
C. C. Foos, 1900-1906.
Vergil V. Brumbaugh, 1906-1909.
Then term changed to four years.
Arthur D. Davis, 1909, present incumbent.
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T H E " P E O P L E ' S COURT."

The probate court and its actions and procedure are given so fully,
because it is the court that comes more completely in touch with all the people of the county than any other in relation to estates, wills, guardians,
trustees, assignees, and orphans, so that it is often said that it is the people's
court. The law makes it the court's duty to carefully examine the proceedings and charges of all executors, administrators, guardians and trustees, and see that those who deal with and charge fees against estates and
trustees shall deal fairly and honestly with those whose interests are in the
power and keeping of those holding the estates, and it must be said to the
honor of our higher courts, that it must plainly appear that the probate
court has exceeded its power, or abused its discretion, before they reverse
the decision of the probate court.

CHAPTER XL
COURTS AND BAR.

T H E COMMON PLEAS COURT.

In the year 1813 an amendment to the constitution was adopted requiring that there should be at least one judge of the court of common pleas
elected in each county. Before that the state was divided into judicial districts and sub-districts. Sometimes a sub-district contained many counties,
and, of course, the larger and more populous counties then, as now, in the
conventions generally voted the nomination and controlled the choice. In
the early days of the state the judge traveled around his district from county
to county, generally on horseback, and held court two or three terms a year
in each county. Until about 1840 attorneys from neighboring counties often
accompanied the judge and were employed in cases to be heard. This was
called "traveling the circuit," and many able lawyers thus following the
court came to this county and were heard in our court house who later acquired national fame. I have heard mentioned George B. Holt, Peter Odlin,
Henry Stoddard, John McLean, Charles Hammond, Joseph H. Benham and
Thomas Corwin and a number of others who can not be now remembered.
The above list wll show that legal ability and oratory were not lacking in
those early days, and the juries must often have been treated to brilliant
displays of forensic ability and skillful and scientific legal fencing.
The first session of the common pleas court was held in Eaton at the
house of Samuel Hawkins, August 23, 1808, by Judge Francis Dunlavy, of
Lebanon, assisted by the three associate judges, who were all present; of
course, the law requiring at least two of them to attend. Alexander C. Lanier
was clerk, and Samuel Mitchell, the coroner, acted as sheriff, because of the
contest begun by James Deniston against Jacob Fudge for the office of
sheriff, and Mr. Fudge could not act until the court heard and decided the
case.
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PROTECTION VERSUS FREE TRADE.

The grand jury was sworn and placed in charge of John Spacht, constable, as the bailiff, and John Halderman was made foreman. The court
appointed Joshua Collett, an attorney of Lebanon, who was traveling the circuit, as prosecuting attorney, because there were no attorneys in the county.
The grand jury returned two indictments for retailing goods, wares and
merchandise that were not the growth or manufacture of the United States,
without first obtaining a license. One indictment was against Mary Wallein, of Somers township, and she pleaded guilty and was fined six and a
quarter cents and costs, which she paid and was discharged. Another was
against Philip Gunckle, of Montgomery county, but he produced the receipt
of the county treasurer that he had paid four dollars and twenty-five cents,
the regular license fee for the county, and he was discharged.
Several licenses to sell foreign goods were issued, and three licenses
were issued to sell spirituous liquors. The sale of liquors by the drink at
that time was almost wholly done by taverns, as all hotels were then called.
The contest against Jacob Fudge was called the first day and the plaintiff came not. It was continued to the second day and the plaintiff was again
solemnly called, and again he came not, and the court decreed that "the contest be dismissed at plaintiff's costs and that the sheriff-elect stand as sheriff
of course." The court granted an order allowing Joshua Collett ten dollars
for services as prosecuting attorney for the term.
T H E MARKET PRICE OF HOGS.

The first criminal trial of the county was on an indictment returned by
the grand jury April term, 1809. James Sutton, of Somers township, was
charged with stealing "one hog of the value of twenty-five cents," and
pleaded not guilty, and Nathan Hornaday, Samuel Holliday, Samuel Stubbs,
William Shipper, Isaac Enochs, Samuel Huston, Andrew Thorp, Frederick
Miller, Hezekiah Hardesty, William Steel, Hugh Hamel and George Worthington, the first criminal jury impaneled, found him not guilty.
The first civil suit was by John Compton aganst Samuel Hawkins, for
twenty-five dollars and forty-two cents, for which, with costs, he recovered
judgment.
The first partition suit was brought August, 1814, by Lazarus Lankston to partition fifteen acres in northeast quarter, section 28, township 4,
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range 3 east, and it recites that all the children of deceased but one are residents of North Carolina.
The prosecution of violators of the liquor laws began early in the county,
for at the December term, 1813, the grand jury indicted Thomas Murry, late
of the township of Hardin, in the county aforesaid, did, on December 10,
1813, in the county aforesaid, without having obtained a license or permit as
the law directs, sell and deliver for money to one Philip Helm, spirituous
liquor, called whiskey, by less quantity than one quart, to wit: by the gill,
contrary to the statute, and against the peace and dignity of the state of
Ohio, to which Murry pleaded guilty and was fined. So the fight began in
this county, and the end is not yet.
EXPONENTS OF A NATIONAL PASTIME.

In 1810 two men, Tobias Perkle and Henry Keck, of Twin township,
were jointly indicted by the grand jury for unlawfully agreeing together to
fight at fisticuffs, "and that they and each of them both together did fight at
fisticuffs, etc., against the peace and dignity of the state of Ohio." After delaying the matter a term or two, they both pleaded guilty and were assessed
a small fine each. Their method of settling a personal dispute, while not to
be commended, seems far superior to a jawing or slanderous backbiting
match that we often see people engaged in.
Under the Constitution of 1802 the judges were appointed by the Legislature for the term of not over seven years, and under the Constitution of
1851, under which we now live, they were elected by the people of each judicial district or sub-district for the term of five years, and in 1905 an
amendment to the constitution made the term six years, and in 1912, by
another amendment, at least one judge must be elected in each county for
the term of six years, always provided they did not sooner die, resign or be
removed from office for misconduct. In our district we have had judges
die and resign, but have never yet suffered the disgrace of having a judge
removed from office for his misconduct.
These statements will help in understanding the list of judges given
where the date of appointment is given, as the length of time served by a
number of the older judges can not now be ascertained without reference to
the files of the secretary of state, and some filled vacancies only:
1808—Francis Dunlay, of Warren county.
1817—Joseph H. Crane, of Montgomery county; two terms.
1820—Joshua Collett, of Warren county.
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1829—George B. Holt, of Montgomery county, and in 1843.
1836—William L. Halfenstein, of Montgomery county.
1850—John Burr, of Darke county.
1851—Abner Haines, of Preble county.
1852—William A. Rogers, of Darke county.
1855—Robert B. Harlan, of Preble county.
1857—James Clark, of Butler county.
1857—William M. Wilson, of Darke county, to vacancy.
1858—William J. Gilmore, of Preble county; two terms.
i860—Alexander F. Hume, of Butler county.
1864-1873—David M. Meeker, of Darke county; four terms.
1866—William Allen, of Darke county.
1875—Alexander F. Hume, of Butler county; three terms.
1879—James A. Gilmore, of Preble county.
1884—John W. Sater, of Darke county.
1890—Ferd Vandiver, of Butler county.
1894—John C. Clark, of Darke county.
Elam Fisher, 1895, two terms five years and one term six years, of
Preble county. A. C. Risinger, 1911, present incumbent of Preble county.
It must not be understood that the judges named succeeded each other
in our county in regular order, because this county was a part of the judicial sub-district composed of two or more counties, and the judges in that
district had to come here and hold the court, at such times as they arranged
between themselves, which, since the 1851 Constitution became effective, has
been at least three times each year. The time of holding court is called the
term and named as of that month on which the term begins.
A LIST OF OFFICIALS.

The clerks of the court under the 1802 Constitution were numerous and
were appointed by the court as needed, and frequently were designated as pro
tern, clerks. Those so far as known who were regularly appointed and
served as clerks are:
1808—Alexander C. Lanier. '
1816—Walter Buel.
1819—Joseph C. Hawkins.

1833—F. A. Cunningham.
1846—R. S. Cunningham.

189

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

Under the 1851 Constitution they were elected for three-year terms and
often re-elected, and are:
1852—Lewis B. Ogdep.
3—C. W. Larsh.
1864—Hiram Shank..
1870—D. B. Morrow.
1873—W. D. Quinn.
1879—John Townsend.
1882—John R. Cook.

1888—L. D. Lesh.
1894—W. W. Kinsey.
1900—L. L. Brown.
1906—John Jones.
1913—L. L. Brown, present incumbent.

In 1908 the term was changed to two years each.
PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS.

The prosecuting attorneys for the county have been:
1808—Joshua Collett.
1818—David F. Heaton.
1828—John M. U. McNutt.
1833—Solomon Banta.
1834—John C. McManus.
1837—Felix Marsh.
1838—Solomin Banta.
1843—Felix Marsh.
1846—George W. Thompson.
1850—Marcus B. Chadwick.
1852—William J. Gilmore.
1854—Marcus B. Chadwick.
1856—Robert Miller.
1862—L. C. Abbott.
1866—John W. King.

1870—I. E. Freeman.
1873—John V. Campbell.
1874—I. E. Freeman.
1877—Winfield Freeman, who resigned, and I. E. Freeman
filled the term.
1879—I. E. Freeman.
1882—A. M. Crisler.
1888—John Risinger.
1894—A. M. Crisler.
1897—E. P. Vaughan.
1900—Michael Cahill.
•1909—Hugh R. Gilmore.
1915—P. A. Saylor, present incumbent.
SHERIFFS.

To complete the courts it is necessary to name the sheriffs who have
been elected to the office:
i8o8--Jacob Fudge.
1812—Paul Larsh.
1814—Samuel Ward.
1818—Paul Larsh.

1822—John
1826—John
1830—John
1832—John

J. Hawkins.
L. Dickey.
P. Wilson.
Quinn.
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1836—John L. Dickey.
1840—George D. Hendrix.
1844—Lott Lee.
1848—James Samson.
1852—John DeGroot.
1856—William Bauer.
i860—John R. McCleaf.
1864—Moses Nelson.
1868—John H. Bostwick.
1872—John Townsend.

1876—William H. Snyder.
1880—Court Corwin.
1884—Daniel Peters.
1888—Will Waters.
1892—James W. Johnston.
1896—A. L. Borradaile.
1900—Barney Huffman.
1904—John W. Hoffman.
1908—W. S. Boner.
1912—Ed Werts, present incumbent.

The coroners, as originally intended, were next to the sheriff, and in
cases where he could not serve the coroner acted as sheriff, and the coroner
was and can be elected from the laymen of the body politic, the same as the
sheriff, and those duties are yet imposed by our laws upon the coroner. For
a half century or more the coroners have been doctorsj because of the peculiar duties imposed upon them, and hence are not popularly regarded as
court officers. The list, so far as known, of those who have filled the office
of coroner, is given in the roster of county officers.
A GLANCE AT T H E LAWYERS.

There have been, including those now living, over one hundred attorneys,
who have been admitted to practice law in the courts of this county, and
who have to some extent at least been identified with the bar of this county.
Some removed and made their homes in other cities and states, a number of
whom rose to prominence in their adopted home, but the larger, much larger,
number have gone to the Great Court of Last Record, where we hope the review of their cases will show no prejudicial error and that the judgment will
be satisfactory in each case. It will be impossible for lack of space to give
even a list of all who could be named, and it would be exceedingly dangerous
to enter into a discussion of the merits and demerits of the living practitioners, hence I shall content myself with mentioning some of the most prominent and most-talked-of attorneys who have crossed to the other shore, not
forgetting those whom I knew and associated with in the practice and many
of whom I learned to love and admire for their many manly qualities.
The first lawyer who actively practiced to locate in the county was
David F. Heaton, born in North Carolina in 1792 and learning the tailor
business. About 1812 he started in business at Franklinton, as that part of
Columbus west of the Scioto was called, and enlisted as a staff officer of
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General McArthur in the War of 1812. After the war he went to Lebanon,
where he and Thomas Corwin studied law together in the office of Thomas
Ross, and a year or so later was admitted to the bar, and it seems came to
Eaton to locate, for on September 7, 1818, he was appointed prosecuting attorney and the next year the county commissioners paid him $53-33 for one year's
service. He was a Whig in politics and was elected either to the Senate or as a
representative, for eight years from 1824, where he made a specialty of
roads and land laws. In 1836 he removed to Washington, having been appointed to a clerkship in the land office, and remained there until 1845, when
he moved to Portsmouth, Ohio, and practiced law until his death in 1871.
A MANY-SIDED MAN.

John C. McManus, born in Pennsylvania in 1787, was the second lawyer
to locate in the county. When a young man he was a government surveyor of
Illinois lands and afterward studied law in Schenectady, New York, being
admitted to the bar in 1812. He then came to Cincinnati and soon enlisted
in the army of the Northwest for two years. In 1814 he located in Hamilton to practice law, and in traveling the circuit with the court he often visited Eaton, to which he removed in 1818, and in 1820 returned to Butler
county for three years, settling and adjusting matters of his deceased fatherin-law, when he again returned to this county and settled in Jackson township and continued to reside there until his death in 1852. He served as
auditor and prosecuting attorney. He also served for five years as county
mrveyor, and was one of the best surveyors. He served for about twenty
vears as justice of the peace, and also taught school for a number of years,
and it is said that he tried to adjust and settle all controversies and only had a
suit when all peaceful means failed. He is said to have been loved and respected by all for his learning, fairness and fearless espousal of the right,
his gentlemanly and courteous conduct, and his efforts to help his fellow
men. He is buried in what is called the Frame cemetery, in section 25, Jackson township.
Perhaps the most talksd about among the lawyers of that early period
is John M. U. McNutt, for his brilliancy, quick wit and generous nature.
Born of American parents, who lived in Nova Scotia, July 25, 1802, he received a college education, and came to New Lexington in 1822, and for
two years taught school and studied law, and was admitted to practice in this
county in July, 1825, and three years later was appointed prosecuting attorney and held the office for five years. In 1828 he was elected representative
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in the Legislature and served two years, and in 1832 was elected to the Senate
and was regarded as one of the able men of the Legislature. He continued
the practice of law until his death in 1837, and is said to have had the most
remunerative practice of the county and to have been an unusually successful
advocate before the juries of those days. Of nervous temperament and quick
perception, he was resourceful and seldom caught unaware, but, withal, fair
with the jury and to his opponent, abiding by the record made and holding
up the strong points of his case. He acquired the reputation of not misleading, which weighed heavily with the jury in their deliberations. In 1828 he
married Jane C. Hawkins, the daughter of Joseph C. Hawkins, the clerk of
the court, by whom he had one son, Joseph Gideon McNutt, born in 1832,
and who was admitted to practice in the early fifties, but soon removed to
Richmond, Indiana, and died there about 1877. The subject of this sketch
delivered a number of public addresses, which were much praised by our
older residents for their ability and learning.
SOLDIER AS WELL AS LAWYER.

Joseph Sevier Hawkins, generally called and known by the name of
Sevier Hawkins, was born in Eaton, October 24, 1812, a son of Capt. Joseph
C. Hawkins, and a grandson of Samuel Hawkins, who was so prominent in
the early organization of the town and county. He was given what is called
a common school education and in 1828 became a student in Miami University, but on account of some prank of the students he was suspended for a
term, after attending three years. He always claimed the suspension was
unjust and never again visited the university until he went back as a trustee.
He was a fellow student with Robert C. Schenck, Charles Anderson, Abner
Haines and Felix Marsh, who were later men of more than local fame. After
returning home, he studied law under his brother-in-law, McNutt, and was
admitted to practice at Dayton at the same time as his classmates, named
above, and began the practice of law at Eaton with his brother-in-law.
In 1840 he was elected a representative in the Legislature, and re-elected
four times, and in 1848 was elected speaker of the House. He continued the
practice of law in partnership with A. J. Hawkins and W. J. Gilmore, and
was regarded as the foremost member of the bar and one of the most successful before court and jury.
He recruited a company for the Mexican War and was given a commission as captain, but as the quota of soldiers for Ohio was filled when he
reached Cincinnati he was sent home and disbanded the company. Always
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a Whig, he was earnest and energetic in the advocacy of his party principles.
He died in August, 1852.
A PRACTICAL ABOLITIONIST.

Hon. Abner Haines was born in North Carolina, in March, 1804, and
when but four years of age he was brought to Clinton county, Ohio, with his
father's family, and worked on the farm, going to school winters until and
before he became of age he began teaching school. In 1826 he came to Eaton
and taught school a couple of years. He entered Miami University and by
teaching in the winters and working in the summers he succeeded in securing
a good education. In October, 1829, he married Nancy Thornberry, of Camden, who bore him one son and died within a year.
H e studied law under J. M. U. McNutt, and was admitted to practice
in July, 1831, and removed to Centerville, Indiana, and began practice of
the law there. In November, 1832, he married Lydia Leas, and to them were
born five sons and two daughters.
It is related of him that during the winter of 1831-2, two strangers
abducted a negro boy in Richmond and took him west, intending to sell him
into slavery, and did take him to St. Louis and sold him as a slave. Haines
was employed by the Quakers to trace them and release the boy. With a
young man named Gaar, he succeeded in trailing them across Indiana and
Illinois to St. Louis, located the boy, got out a writ of habeas corpus, and,
establishing the boy's identity, he was released. Haines brought him back to
Richmond, making the round trip on horseback. The kidnappers had disappeared and were never found. This feat, of course, raised the fame of
Haines and rendered him well known over a wide area.
He returned to Eaton about 1837 and soon became one of the leading
attorneys of the county. He took quite an active part in the location and
construction of the Eaton & Hamilton railroad. In 1851 he was elected
judge of the court, but after about four years resigned. He never forgot his
Quaker training and was always bitterly opposed to slavery. When the Civil
War began he left his party and supported the Republicans until 1872, when
he returned to the Democratic party.
In 1876 he was elected to the State Senate. In March, 1877, while at
Columbus, attending the session of the Legislature, when leaving a meeting
of a Senate committee, he passed along a dimly lighted hall, and, stepping
through an open door to the basement stairs, he pitched head-foremost to
the bottom, alighting on his head and breaking his neck.
. (13)
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He was a large, tall man, inclined to be portly, always social and jovial;
one of the wittiest members of the bar, loving a joke, even if it were at his
own expense. Eloquent in speech, and emotional, he was one of the strongest
advocates before a jury that has graced the bar of the county.
A RECORD SPEECH AND ITS RESULT.

Gen. Felix Marsh, born in New Jersey, in July, 1806, came with his
father to Camden in 1809, and when twenty years old entered Miami University as a student, remaining for several years. He was admitted to the
bar in 1834, and. soon afterward was elected prosecuting attorney, later a representative and later a senator. He was well educated and a good lawyer. He
was a large man, and had a strong voice, with great carrying power, and
was a fluent speaker.
It is related of him that while in the Legislature there was a bill up for
passage to which he was bitterly opposed, because, as he claimed, it was unjust. The Legislature had passed a resolution to adjourn at noon of a certain day and the bill was up for a vote the evening before the day of adjournment. The friends of the bill felt so sure of having the votes to pass it that
they had been allowing discussion to drag along until nine o'clock in the evening, when Marsh got the floor to make a speech against the bill and continued
all night talking. Next morning those who wanted the bill passed went to
breakfast in squads, and as the forenoon wore on they resorted to every
scheme they could think of to get him to yield the floor for some motion, inquiry or committee report, but he refused to yield, and talked, talked, talked,
interspersed with reading, or having read by the clerk some quotation from
some book, he all the time standing, or leaning back against his desk with no
refreshment but water. Twelve o'clock came, and one man got up and pushed
the hands back one hour, and Marsh talked on, and as the clock again showed
nearing noon it was again pushed back an hour, and finally when the hands
again passed a few minutes beyond the noon mark the speaker banged the
desk with his gavel and announced that the House was adjourned. Marsh
had held the floor continuously for over seventeen hours, and was utterly exhausted, but the bill was beaten and he felt satisfied. The bill never again
made its appearance. He died at Eaton in December, 1872.
William J. Gilmore was born in Virginia, in April, 1821, and when but
four years of age, his father, Dr. Eli Gilmore, came with his family to Israel
township and continued his practice as a physician, practically until his death..
William received a common school education and attended for a couple of
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years an academy, and studied law under Thomas Millikin, of Hamilton and
the Hawkins of Eaton, and was admitted to the bar in 1847. H e s e t U P a n
office in Hamilton for a year and then came to Eaton, where he formed a
partnership with J. S. Hawkins until that gentleman's death, three years
later.
In 1852 he was elected prosecuting attorney and served two terms. In
1857 Judge Clark, of Hamilton, in the same judicial district, having resigned,
Gilmore was appointed to fill the vacancy, and after filling out the term, he
formed a partnership with Judge J. V. Campbell, who had shortly before
completed his term of probate judge. The partnership continued until 1866,
when Gilmore was elected to the common pleas bench, and re-elected in
1871, while in 1873 he was elected a judge of the supreme court of Ohio.
After serving his term he began the practice of law in Columbus, Ohio, and
continued there until his death. He died in August, 1896, and is buried at
Eaton. Clement R. Gilmore, an attorney, is the sole survivor of the family.
Judge Gilmore was a large man, of a kind disposition, and was regarded
by all his associates as a very able lawyer. He has the distinction of being
the only attorney of the county to reach a seat in the Supreme Court.
H E HELPED H I S BROTHERS.

Jacob H. Foss, born in Monroe township in December, 1825, of Pennsylvania parents, worked on the farm until grown. He then attended the
academy at Waynesville two years, and in 1849 taught school at Euphemia.
Studying law with Judge Haines, "he was admitted to practice in 1851, and
began the practice in Eaton, and for nearly fifty years was one of the most
active attorneys at the bar, never missing a term of court.
In 1857, he married Julia A. Morgan, and to them were born two sons,
Stanley B. Foss and C. C. Foss, who are now practicing attorneys at this bar:
A daughter, Minnie V., is the wife of Dr. F. M. Michael. From 1869 to 1876
he served as mayor of Eaton, and during that time the town hall was built
and more improvements started in the town than were started before or since
in the same length of time, he being ably seconded by town councils. It must
be said to his credit that when litigation arose over public improvements, if
in his judgment they were needed and beneficial improvements, he always
refused fees to oppose them.
He has been the preceptor of more law students than any known member of the bar, counting among them a number who rose to prominence in
the profession. For many years he had the largest law library in the county.
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He was regarded as standing among the ablest lawyers. He was a large
man, and when aroused his tongue could frame a bitter speech; but every
member of the bar knew that when the occasion passed it was forgotten,
and that he had a heart so kindly and so forgiving that the next day he would
spend hours helping a brother over a knotty point and finding cases to fit,
and never expect or ask a fee therefor. He died March 12, 1901, and his
aged widow died in December, 1914.
FOUNDING T H E ODD FELLOW ORDER:

John V. Campbell, born in December, 1815, in Lanier township, was
educated in the common schools and began teaching when sixteen years old.
For some years prior to 1840 he was deputy county clerk, and in 1841 was
appointed postmaster of Eaton, which he held for over nine years. In 1851
he was elected as the first probate judge, although he had not been admitted
to the bar. He held the office for two terms, being admitted to practice while
in office.
In 1858 he formed a partnership with William J. Gilmore, which continued until Gilmore's election as judge. He then formed a partnership with
James A. Gilmore, which continued until the latter was also elected as a
judge. The fact that he was so long a partner of these two eminent attorneys
is alone sufficient commendation of his ability and standing as a lawyer. In
1873 he was elected prosecuting attorney.
He was one of the organizers of the Odd Fellows lodge in Eaton and
until his death took an interest in its welfare, being held in high esteem by
the members, who often called him the "father of the lodge." He was appointed as one of the first trustees of the Preble County Children's Home,
continuing as such until his death, always taking a lively interest in the welfare of its inmates.
He was a man of medium height, of heavy build, genial and kind by
nature, and patient, seldom showing anger except under great provocation.
He had a strong memory for names and faces, and everyone seemed to
know Judge Campbell. He freely advised with those who asked advice, seldom accepting a fee. He was a master Of probate law and by his wide acquaintance and tactful handling of his clients he built up and held the largest
probate practice in the county.
He died July 2, 1888, leaving a widow and four daughters, one of whom
was married to Edmond S. Dye, who was a student in his office. The pro-
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bate office is still run on much the same lines as those outlined and started
by Judge Campbell.
Solomon Banta was born in October, 1801, in Montgomery county. His
father, Abraham Banta, was one of the early settlers of Lanier township, settling on the banks of Banta creek, and from him it derived its name. The
son secured what education he could in the common schools, and attended
the high school kept by James A. Mendal, and became a teacher himself for
several years and then studied law under Tom Corwin at Lebanon and was
admitted to the bar in 1827. He then set up the practice at Eaton, and soon
afterward married Malinda Sewall, and to them were born three children.
About 1830 he went to Danville, Illinois, and when the Black Hawk War
occurred he volunteered and served until peace was restored. He then came
to Eaton and continued the practice of law. He was a good lawyer, a good
scholar, and filled a number of local offices, including mayor and justice of
the peace for several years. He died at his daughter's, Mrs. A. V. Auter,
Topeka, Kansas, in 1879.
HAY FEVER CLAIMS A VICTIM.

George Waddy Thompson was born in Vermont, in October, 1818, and
when three years old the family moved to Ohio, near Fremont. When fifteen years old he was appointed a cadet at West Point, and in about a year a
Southern cadet of a higher class tried to make a menial of him, which he
resented so strenuously that the other fellow "took the count," and as, under
the then code prevalent at West Point, he would be disgraced and reduced,
he resigned and came back to Ohio and studied law under Noah Swayne at
Columbus and was admitted to the bar. He came to Dixon township and
taught school in this county a couple of years, and in 1845 w a s elected prosecuting attorney, and afterward was appointed to a clerkship in the United
States land office, serving four years. In 1850 he formed a partnership with
Joel W. Harris and they built up a good practice. In 1863 he was elected
probate judge of the county and served two terms. He became afflicted with
hay fever, and in October, 1872, he went to Lincoln, Nebraska, hoping to be
benefited by the change, but died about a month after his arrival. His body
was brought back and buried in the Eaton cemetery.
George W. Gans, born in Pennsylvania, in March, 1823, was educated
in the common schools and when eighteen years old became a clerk in a store
and began reading law. In 1847 he married Helen M. Morris and the young
couple moved to Eaton to start their home. He taught school some years,
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and in 1851 was admitted to the bar. He was one of the organizers of the
teachers' institute in this county, which has since become a permanent institution. He was elected mayor of the village, and in 1857 was elected probate
judge and served six years, making a good and efficient judge. He contracted
lung trouble, and died in June, 1865.
REPUBLICAN VERSUS DEMOCRAT.

Robert Miller was born in Jefferson township in July, 1827, of ScotchIrish parents, and received only a common school education. He taught
school some ten years during the winters, studied law under Gen. Felix
Marsh, and was admitted to the bar in 1852. In 1855 he was elected prosecuting attorney and served three terms. In 1863 he was elected representative, and in 1864 he was adjutant of the One Hundred and Fifty-sixth
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. In 1863 he was elected mayor, and served
two terms. In 1866 he formed a partnership with Col. A. L. Harris, and the
firm continued the practice until 1876, when Harris became probate judge.
In 1871 a contest arose over the election of a state senator from this
district, Kemp, of Montgomery county, being the Democratic candidate and
James Saylor, of this county, the Republican. If the vote of the soldiers at
the Dayton Soldiers' Home were rejected, Kemp was elected; otherwise, Saylor was elected. The Montgomery county officials rejected the vote, giving
the certificate to Kemp, and Saylor contested. Miller was his attorney, and
he carefully collected the facts and cases of law bearing thereon. He appeared before the Senate, and for four hours presented what those who heard
asserted to be one of the most clear and logical arguments that had been
heard in the Senate. He won the case and soon after the law was changed
so that there have been no contests since. He served acceptably in many
local offices of the village and also of the Presbyterian church, of which he
was a member. He died February 25, 1900, leaving a widow and three sons.
Joel W. Harris was born in Butler county, Ohio, in February, 1815, of
Scotch-Irish parentage and was educated in the common schools. When a
young man he began teaching and attended Miami University some three
years and then taught school again, and then kept a store in Darrtown and
read law until about 1850, when he sold out and entered the Cincinnati Law
School, and in 1852 was admitted to the bar and began the practice in Eaton,
forming a partnership with George W. Thompson, which continued until the
latter was elected probate judge, and then he continued alone until his death.
He was regarded as one of the leading attorneys of the county, well edu-
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cated, with a clear mind, naturally logical, and educated just at the time-when
the agitation to reform the old common law procedure into the code procedure
of the present day was in full force. He was a strong advocate of the code,
and became one of the best pleaders under the code at this bar. Kind-hearted
naturally, he was always courteous and fair with his opponent. He died in
1866, unmarried. The Eaton Register published of him at his death: "Very
few of his compeers excelled him in legal attainments, being acknowledged as
one of the best judges of law in this part of the state. He was a man of
extraordinary ability, strictly upright and moral in all his intercourse and
dealing with men. He was a man of unobtrusive manners and kindly disposition." Such a notice could only be made for a manly man.
REMEMBERED FOR HIS GOOD QUALITIES.

James A. Gilmore was a son of Dr. Eli Gilmore, and was born in Israel
township July I I , 1834, his father having emigrated from Virginia in 1825.
James was educated in the common schools, but, being of an observing nature,
quick perception, an omnivorous reader and possessing a retentive memory,
he was well informed on almost all subjects. In 1852, he became a law student in his brother William J. Gilmore's office in Eaton, and worked as a
clerk in various county offices. He graduated from the Cincinnati Law
School in 1855 and was admitted to the bar and began the practice with his
brother. In 1858 he went to Greencastle, Indiana, and began practice there.
In 1861 he enlisted in the Forty-third Regiment Indiana Volunteers and
shortly afterward was detailed for service in the quartermaster's department,
continuing with the regiment three years, being discharged in the fall of
1864. He again enlisted in the Ninety-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and went with his regiment to North Carolina, being again detailed
as a judge advocate, and in 1865 was discharged with the regiment.
He then began the practice as a partner of Judge J. V. Campbell, and in
1869 married Ada M. Hendrix, daughter of George D. Hendrix. After
his marriage he practiced law at Hamilton for two years, after which he resumed his former partnership at Eaton. In 1879 he was elected an additional
judge for the district, and served as such for five years. He then formed a
partnership with I. E. Freeman, which continued until the latter's death. He
then continued alone for some years, and again formed a partnership with
Philip A. Saylor, which continued until Gilmore's death, July 28, 1914. During the last six years of his life he was confined to his home nearly all the
time, and for over five years of that period was never at his office. He was
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a large man, genial and jovial to a degree, and was a pleasing speaker, tactful and witty, so that any joke he might spring on his opponent seldom left
a sting. A good lawyer and pleader before the court, he was eminently a
good trial lawyer before a jury—clear and forceful. He was kind and
always courteous, and won the respect and esteem of his compeers.
ANOTHER ABOLITIONIST.

Jehu W. King was born in Warren county, Ohio, October I I , 1829, and
two years later his father moved on a farm adjoining Pyrmont, Montgomery
county. Judge King was educated in the common schools and when but
sixteen years old began teaching, and in 1850 became a student of Ohio
Wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio. After leaving the university he
taught a year in Indiana and a year in Kentucky, where he observed the workings of the slavery system and saw the sale of men, women and children on
the auction block. Like Lincoln, his soul rebelled against the system and
all his life he was bitterly opposed to slavery in any and every form. He
returned to Ohio, and continued teaching in this and adjoining counties for
ten years, working several summers in Camden as a cooper. In 1854 he
married Sarah J. Baker, by whom he had one son, now living in Columbus,
Ohio. His wife died some three years later and he married Mrs. Sarah J.
Taylor in i860, and to them were born three sons and two daughters, all
living except one son. After his last marriage he moved to Camden and
continued teaching and read law under Gen. Felix Marsh, being admitted to
the bar in 1864.
Before the Civil War he was appointed school examiner and held the
position for a dozen years. In 1865 he was elected prosecuting attorney on
the Republican ticket and served two terms, trying some very difficult cases,
among them one against a young man named E. Thomas, who, in a drunken
brawl at a show, attempted to shoot a man, but missed him and shot through
the heart a Miss Dorinda Campbell, who sat in the audience. Thomas went
to the penitentiary for life. In 1869 King was elected probate judge, and
served two terms. In 1878 he purchased a farm near Sugar valley and resided thereon for six years, when he moved back to Eaton and resumed his
practice.
In 1900 he formed a partnership, his first and only one, with R. E.
r
Low ry, and in 1904 his son, Harry G. King, became a member of the firm,
which so continued until Judge King's death, March 13, 1908, since which
time the other two have continued the firm.
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Judge King was but little under six feet high, of very slender and frail
build, and had to be very careful in exposing himself to the inclemencies of
the weather. He was a ripe scholar, well versed in the history of our country,
with a keen analytical mind. During several years he wrote editorials for the
Eaton Register, some of which were copied and quoted by the great eastern
papers. He was a good lawyer, one of the best pleaders at the bar, and all
judges listened with respect and carefulness to his arguments, because he was
known to be intellectually honest, quick to see the weak points of his adversary and urge the strong points of his own case. A master of language, he
never intentionally uttered words to wound, and if offense was taken he was
prompt to make the apology for the seeming affront as publicly as the offense was given. He was gentle and kind to a fault, always courteous and
considerate of others, and was one of the truest friends and manliest men the
writer ever knew.
"His life was gentle, the elements in him so mixed,
That Nature might stand up and say
To all the world, this was a man."
Some of the finest battles of the bar in recent years were between him and
Judge James A. Gilmore, between whom a warm friendship existed; but when
pitted against each other it was a battle, but always respectful and courteous
and when the contest ended there seemed no bitterness left. The bench and
bar could do no better than to emulate the course pursued by those two legal
warriors, who have now faced the Final Judgment.
FROM FARMER TO GOVERNOR.

Andrew L. Harris was born in Butler county, November 17, 1835, his
father moving to Dixon township a year or so later. He was educated in
Miami University and then read law wTith Thompson and Harris in Eaton.
The Civil War breaking out in 1861, the young man forgot his law and enlisted as a private in the Twentieth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, for
three months and was mustered out as captain of Company C. In October,
1861, he recruited Company C, of the Seventy-fifth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, and was commissioned as captain, and served until January, 1865,
having been promoted to colonel and breveted brigadier-general. In April,
1865, be was admitted to the bar, and formed a partnership with Robert Miller, which lasted until he became probate judge in 1876, where he served two
terms. In 1865 he married Caroline Conger, and to them one son, Walter
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Harris, was born, who has been for some years employed on the New York
World.
In 1885 he was elected a representative and served two terms. In 1891
he was elected lieutenant-governor, with William McKinley, governor, and
served two terms, and in 1897 he was appointed on the United States industrial commission and served four years, and, again in 1905, he was elected
lieutenant-governor, although the Democrats elected Governor Pattison. .
In June, 1906, the governor died, and Andrew L. Harris was working on
his farm when he received word that the governor had died that morning.
He immediately came to Eaton and ascertained that the information was correct, and then appeared before Judge Elam Fisher and took the oath of office
and left for Columbus, where he continued to reside until January, 1909, except for short visits to his old home. In 1908 he was nominated by the Republicans as their candidate for governor.
The "wet" and "dry" questions were then beginning to agitate the state
and the candidates were asked to define their stand on those questions. Governor Harris came out squarely against saloons and made a fight on that
question, going to practically every county in the state and presenting the
question forcibly and ably to the voters, being the first candidate for that office who had ever dared, openly on the stump, to espouse the anti-saloon
cause. He was beaten by Judson Harmon, but the agitation has gone on and
would not down, until today the adherents of his cause have elected a governor who publicly stated that he would vote for state-wide prohibition. His
was the honor to lead the first fight, and so well did he perform the task
that even his political enemies have no bitter words to utter against him.
As governor he appointed the commission that codified and rearranged our
laws into what is now called the general code.
His bitterest political opponents never impugned his integrity. Some of
the forces that helped nominate him for governor realized the agitation that
was going on, but they figured that, like nearly all politicians, he would sidestep the issue and meekly submit to their leadership. They failed to take into
account the stern metal of Colonel Harris, who, when his command was surrounded in 1864 by seven times its number and its ammunition gone, put himself at the head of his men and in a wild and desperate charge drove straight
through the ranks of the "Johnnies" and escaped with half of his men. Such
men do not trim their sails to every shifting wind of political fortune; they
think straight as they charge. His fame is safe in the records of his regiment, where will be found his military record.
In addition to names given above, many other attorneys have practiced
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at the Preble county bar, who were generally locally well known, highly respected and were good and valuable citizens, but who were not fortunate in
becoming so prominent officially as those named, but who contributed their
part in building up the reputation of the bar. I will name those who were
actively engaged in the practice so far as known.
Lazarus Miller, born about 1800, came to Eaton in 1821, and was elected
representative in 1830 and 1831 and served as county auditor at different
times, some fourteen years in all; removed to Warren county, Indiana, dyingthere about 1850; Andrew J. Hawkins, 1815-1849; Vincit Mitchell, 18001864; Benjamin Hubbard, 1809-1896, one term as representative; Jesse B.
Stevens, 1802-1870; Irvin E. Freeman, 1821, three times elected prosecuting
attorney, died 1892; Benjamin F. Larsh, 1825-1877; Robert W. Quinn, 1835,
two terms probate judge, died December 28, 1910; Isaac E. Craig, 1840,
died December 1, 1910; Absalom Stiver, 1818-1892, always resided in
Gratis, one term as representative; John M. Shaefer, 1820, always resided
in Camden, died about 1.890; Marcus L. Holt, 1841, died at St. Louis, about
1900; John B. Chadwick, admitted 1848, later moved to Indiana and died
there a few years since; Frank G. Thompson, admitted 1876, and a few
years later removed to New York City and died there; John A. Moore, admitted 1879, served two terms as probate judge and then moved to Dayton
and later to the state of Washington; Lewis M. Dillman, admitted 1877,
later removed to Illinois and now in New York as president of the American Book Company; John B. Drayer, admitted 1850, and a few years later
moved to Iowa, where he served as circuit judge for a number of years;
James L. Sayler, admitted 1895, and a few years since moved to north
Chicago, Illinois; William B. Marsh, 1845, admitted 1867, was mayor twice,
and two years ago moved to Richmond, Indiana; Luther C. Abbott, 1831,
admitted 1859, served two terms as prosecuting attorney, and three terms
as mayor of Eaton, and in 1879, moved to Richmond, Indiana; William W.
Aker, 1833, admitted in 1872, served two terms as representative, not now
in the practice; Robert Dye, admitted 1910, but moved to Los Angeles, California, some three years since; J. W. Lake, admitted 1863, now and for
many years a druggist at Eaton.
ROCKEFELLER I N P H I L O S O P H I C MOOD.

At the present time there are twenty-two attorneys engaged in the
practice of the law in this county, all but four of whom reside in Eaton,
and of the living it would be presumptuous for any one of us to attempt to
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sketch the rest of us. About the best that can safely be done is to give the
reply quoted by John D. Rockefeller, Sr., to the paper man who attempted
to get his opinion of certain investigations:
"There is so much bad in the best of us,
And so much good in the worst of us,
That it does not become any of us,
To speak ill of the rest of us."
The oldest member of the bar in point of practice is F. M. Marsh,
mayor of Camden, admitted 1867; Elam Fisher, admitted 1871, once representative and three terms common pleas judge; Levin T. Stephen, 1876,
served as justice of the peace several terms; Oscar Sheppard, West Alexandria, admitted 1877, and served two terms as representative and two
terms as state senator.
SHAKESPEARE

W I T H AN ADDENDUM.

Then in point of practice, the rest of us string along to John V. Dye,
admitted 1910, and Harry L. Risinger, admitted 1909, who are the youngest
members. The other members of the bar are: A. C. Risinger, at present
common pleas judge; Philip A. Saylor, West Alexandria, served one term
as representative, and at present prosecuting attorney; F. G. Shuey, Camden; A. M. Crisler, served three terms prosecuting attorney; John Risinger,
served two terms prosecuting attorney; W. A. Neal, served two terms
probate judge; Edmond S. Dye; S. B. Foos, present mayor of Eaton; E. P.
Vaughan, served one term prosecuting attorney; A. R. Griffis; Harry G.
King; Hugh R. Gilmore, served three terms prosecuting attorney, at present
state senator; V. V. Brumbaugh, served one term probate judge; Michael
Cahill, served three terms prosecuting attorney, and two terms state senator; R. E. Lowry.
"For Brutus is an honorable man,
So are they all, all honorable men;
And they will no doubt, with reasons answer you"—for a fee.

CHAPTER XII.
T H E PRESS OF PREBLE COUNTY.

The first newspaper published in the county, in 1816, was called Western
Telegraph, which was the original Eaton Register, to which the name was
changed about the year 1820. The paper was started by two young men,
Blackburn and Daly, and was financed by C. Vanausdal, but in a short time
it failed. Vanausdal continued the publication himself for a time, but, finding that it was not a paying business, and he being engrossed in other affairs,
he discontinued it.
In 1819, Vanausdal was elected a state representative, and, while at
Columbus, met Samuel Tizzard, a representative of Ross county, who was a
printer. Tizzard was induced to come to Eaton the next year to look the matter over. He finally purchased the office and early in 1821 revived the paper
under the style of the Weekly Register, and it has continued ever since. Tizzard in 1830 sold out to Enoch Edmonson, who, a few years later, was accidentally killed, and, in 1839, Tizzard again became the owner, continuing the
paper's publication until his death in 1844.
Samuel Tizzard was a Universalist and helped organize the first society
of that church in Eaton. In 1827 he began, in Eaton, the publication of The
Star of the West, as a religious paper of that faith. Some two years later the
office of publication was removed to Cincinnati, where it has continued to be
the chief western advocate of that church.
After the death of Samuel Tizzard, his son, William B., became the
owner of the Register, and finally a few years later formed a partnership
with Isaac Morris, which continued until 1874, when it was sold to W. F.
Allbright & Company, which, a year or so later, became Allbright & Sons. On
the death of W. F. Albright in 1898, it was continued by his sons, and on the
death of E. J. Allbright, in 1912, the paper was taken Over by the brother,
C. E. Allbright, who is now the sole owner. The paper has all its life, now
nearly a hundred years, taken a high stand on all moral questions, and has
held deservedly the respect of the whole county, even of those who do not
agree with its political doctrine, for it has always been Whig or Republican
in faith. It has a large circulation in the county as well as in adjoining
counties.
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OTHER NEWSPAPERS.

During the Harrison campaign of 1840, the Democrats felt the necessity
of having a party organ to advance their cause. A stock company was formed
and the publication of the Eaton Democrat was begun. This paper changed
hands quite frequently for the first twenty years of its life, until about 1865,
when it passed into the hands of L. G. Gould, who continued its publication as
a Democratic organ for some thirty years alone, then joined E. B. Harkrader
as a partner. In 1898, Gould again became sole owner. He died in 1901, and
in 1902 the family sold the paper to Earl H. Irvin, who has since continued
its publication. He has made a paper that is Democratic in its politics, but
withal fair and just to its opponents, and it not only has a wide influence in
the community, but the friendship and respect of many citizens of the opposite party.
I must add that our former townsman, "Uncle" Jacob Chambers, always
claimed that the county papers contained the record of the county history,
while that history was being made, and that files of the papers ought to be
saved for future generations. In 1849 Mr. Chambers had a law drafted,
which, as amended, was finally enacted into law by the Legislature, in 1850
(48 Vol. O. L., p. 65). The law is yet unchanged, being General Code, section 2459, and provides that the county commissioners must subscribe for the
principal paper of each of the two great political parties, and have them bound
each year and kept on file in the auditor's office for the use of the public. In
the auditor's office now is a copy of the Register and the Democrat for each
year since then.
In 1880 E. M. Kennedy started the Camden Gazette, which later was
owned by Will S. Cornshull. He continued the paper for a number of years,
but about 1902 he sold the plant and discontinued the publication.
The Eaton Herald was started in 1898 by E. B. Harkrader & Brother, as
an independent paper, and after a suit by L. G. Gould against him on his contract not to engage in the business in the town for a series of years, the
paper was sold to Eby Eikenberry, of Camden, and Harkrader continued as
editor. In 1902 the paper was sold to C. B. Unger, who has ever since continued the.sole owner, and has made it an independent paper of wide circulation and influence, it having a weekly issue that goes to every corner of the
county. I would add that all of the Eaton papers have linotype machines.
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T H E N E W PARIS MIRROR.

In 187.7, C. W. Bloom, a young man living on a farm, bought a small
press and outfit, and began the publication of a little sheet called The Amateur,
which continued a few months. He enlarged it and called it The Business
Mirror, and in 1882 C. M. Hanes bought him out and published the paper one
year, at the end of which time Mr. Bloom again became the owner, moved to
town, changed the paper's name to The Mirror and continued it alone until
1902, when he took in, as a partner, Arch R. Raney, who, in 1906, bought
Bloom out and has continued ever since as the sole owner. From its inception to the present time, this paper has been independent in politics, and always advocated the cause of temperance and morality in public as well as
private life in a truly independent manner. The paper has built up a strong
circulation and has made itself felt as a paper of wide and increasing influence. It must be said that The Mirror was the first paper in the county to install a linotype machine.
On April 15, 1886, J. M. Gale and Charles Wilson started a paper at West
Alexandria, called The Twin Valley Times, and published it for a couple of
years, after which they sold it. The paper passed through various hands
until, in March, 1898, Snyder and Griswold started The Echo. The Times
meanwhile having gotten into financial difficulties, the plant of that paper was
sold, being merged with The Echo, which ever since has continued, being now
owned and published weekly by C. W. Mcintosh, having a wide circulation in
this and adjoining counties. It is a live local paper, deserving the patronage
it receives.
The Preble County Nezvs was started by W. E. McChristie in 1902, in
Camden, and he continued the publication until 1906, in which year he sold the
plant to Earl H. Irvin, who moved most of the plant to Eaton, continuing
the publication there in connection with The Democrat, but keeping a representative in the Camden office. In 1914 Irvin sold the paper and plant to Ray
Simpson, who has again moved it to Camden. This paper has always been
neutral in politics, but fair to all, and has a good circulation and its share of
patronage.
PAPER W I T H A STINGER.

The Eldorado Bee was started as a weekly local paper by C. Wenger
about the year 1891, and has changed hands some four or five times. It is now
owned and published by H. R. McPherson, and has a considerable .local circulation in Preble and Darke counties on account of its live local news. At
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first it was run for about a year as the Eldorado Nezus, when its name was
changed to its present style, because the danger of the sting would bring more
respectful treatment.
The Lewisburg Leader was started in 1897 by P. C. Coleman and S. G.
Sheller, the latter probably being the silent partner, for within a year or so
Coleman took over the entire management and made the paper a success. He
continued the publication until 1906, when he sold the paper to G. M. Kumler,
who since then has been sole owner and publisher, and has pushed the circulation to about eleven hundred weekly. On account of its local news, the
circulation of this paper is in Preble, Darke and Montgomery counties. Because it is dependent upon all parties for support, it is neutral politically, but
the owner sometimes has to curb his Republican leanings.

SOLDIERS' MONUMENT.

CHAPTER XIII.
MILITARY RECORD.

I offer no apology for praising the record made by the men of Preble
county in the wars of the United States with its foes, whomsoever they were.
Preble county belongs to Ohio and takes just pride in the record made by
Ohio men, and in each war the men of the county followed closely their chosen
leaders. It must not be forgotten that the War of 1812 was won in the northwest by an Ohio resident, Gen. William Henry Harrison, whose ashes rest
in her bosom.
When the War of the Great Rebellion shook the fabric of the nation
until the hearts of many of our strongest men faltered, the nation in its need
called Ohio men to lead and save. They came from hillside and plain, from
the plow, the workshop and office, until, when the struggle was ended and the
old flag floated out, kissing every breeze, absolutely and not in name only, "the
flag of the free heart's only home," and the count was made up, it was found
that one-eighth of all the men who fenced in the Rebellion, with a line of
bayonets and guns that was unbreakable, were Ohio men.
I would not be understood to cast a shadow on our God-given leader in
that great struggle, Abraham Lincoln, whom I regard as the noblest, gentlest,
kindest, manliest man that has graced the earth since the day the Great Gallilean blessed the earth with His presence. But the grand ideas and plans of
the immortal Lincoln had to be carried out and executed by men of iron will,
steady nerves, relentless purpose and clear brains, and Ohio furnished more
men who measured up to that standard than any other state.
Let me name, "lest we forget," some of those men who were either natives of citizens of Ohio, and the reader wall winder how the history of those
four years could be written and leave out the record made by Ohio men: Irvin
McDowell, George B. McClellan, William S. Rosecrans, Don Carlos Buel,
O. M. Mitchell, Quincy A. Gilmore, Phil H. Sheridan, William T. Sherman,
E. M. Stonton, Salmon P. Chase, Robert C. Schenck, William B. Hazen,
George A. Custer, James B. McPherson, U. S. Grant, Benjamin F. Wade and
others.
I would not detract from the fame of any state. There was glory enough
(14)
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for all, and all wrote their names on the scroll of fame, but justice to Ohio
is not egotism. Right well Preble county responded to the call, as will fully
appear in the records of the individual organizations.
The county was settled after the Indian wars were thought to be over
and the settlers thought they had naught to fear but the wild beasts and rattlesnakes which abounded. But, shortly after the 1812 War started, skulking
bands of Indians killed one man near New Paris and two on Twin creek, and
the fear of Indian depredations and massacre filled every home. Even at
that early day, with so few people, companies were made up largely, or in
some cases entirely, from Preble county by the following men, who will be
recognized as belonging to our county: Richard Sloane, James I. Nesbit,
John Fleming, Joseph C. Hawkins, David E. Hendrix, Captains Ramsey,
Phillips and Rex. Alex C. Mitchell, the clerk, joined the army of Harrison
in northern Ohio.
W A T C H I N G T H E WILY I N D I A N .

There were frontier forts at St. Mary's and Loramie, and two others
were built, one about seven miles north of New Paris in Darke county, and
one in section 11 of Harrison township. At all of these forts, rude as they
were, these companies at different times served from four to six months'
time, as well as a number of men who were with Harrison at Ft. Wayne.
These little forts thus garrisoned kept away Indian raiders. The forts furnished a safe abiding place for the men and a protection to their supplies.
Different men, sometimes five or six at a time, were sent out, alone and in
pairs, to wander quietly through the woods, sometimes days at a time, listening and looking for signs of Indians, and if any signs were found to report
with all haste, when parties would be sent out to hunt them up and give battle. Harrison was keeping the main bands of Indians so busy up along the
lake that it was known that none but small parties could get away.
But the Indians were as wary as the white men, and also discovered
signs which told them that the whites were too many to give battle to, and that
the locality might become dangerous for them if they stayed, and so, like the
Arabs, they disappeared. Some shooting at each other was done, but no battle was fought. This kept up for about two years, wdien peace with the Indians came. The settlers returned to work and the fear of Indian forays
became a memory only. In this way were the county homes protected in that
early day. The soldiers fought no battle, but imagine if you can the wide,
silent forest and the nervous strain to perform service.
Just as a reminder of the fear that spread through the homes of the
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county, let me relate a little incident told by Col. George D. Hendrix to manymen yet living:
"During the spring of 1813 many of the people of the vicinity of Eaton
were attending church, and it was announced at the meeting that the soldiers
at Fort Nisbet had been ordered to report to General Harrison at Fort Meigs;
that there would be no garrison left and that there was danger from wandering bands of Indians. After the services were over, one of the elders
made a speech proposing that they raise a company of men who were too old
to be eligible for a call for soldiers and that they garrison the fort and perform all the guard duties. It met a responsive chord in the hearts of the
people. The preacher, Rev. George Shideler, was elected captain, and twenty
men volunteered, among them John Goldsmith, Silas Dooley, Moses Dooley,
James Crawford, E. Hopkins, William Sellers and John Gardener and others.
The next day they marched and held the fort until relieved later by Capt.
Richard Sloan's company from Israel township. Thus promptly did they act
when danger threatened their homes."
I have gone over a list of some two hundred names of men who served
with some of the companies during that war, and it reads like going over the
list of names of the county forty years ago, and many of the names yet remain with us. A list of the older families in any community of the county
would contain some of the names. The late Dr. J. M. Miller, of Verona,
had in his possession an old discharge of one of his ancestors who served in
the block house in section 11 of Harrison township, which read as follows:
"I do certify that Jacob Miller a sargeant of my Company of Ohio Riflemen, in the Old Battalion, under command of Alexander C. Lanier, has served
a regular tour of duty, and is hereby discharged. Given under my hand this
5th day of April 1814.
"Simon Phillips Capt."
A number of Preble county men did service in the Mexican War, but only
one company as- a separate organization was enlisted. When it reached Cincinnati to be mustered in and sent down the river under the command of
Capt. Joseph S. Hawkins, it was one day too late, the full quota for the state
having been filled the day before, and the company returned home and was
disbanded. Jesse B. Stephens was appointed in the quartermaster's department, with the rank of captain, and went to Texas and served through the
war. Upon his return, wishing to commemorate his service, he presented his
sword to Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, which he had
joined early in life, the sword to be the tyler's sword to guard the door. His
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name was engraved on the handle, and it is still on duty as the proper implement of the tyler's office, and is valued as a treasure by the lodge.
T H E CIVIL WAR.

In recording the part taken by Preble county in the Civil War of 18611865, I shall give the names of the regiments and companies and commanders
of each, if from this county or closely connected with it, and trace the service
performed by each. I do not deem it necessary to give a list of the enlisted
men, for the reason that the state of Ohio has prepared a roster of the Ohio
soldiers of that war, giving every name, so far as the records show, when he
enlisted, where killed or wounded, and when discharged and why, making a
work of quite a number of volumes. A full set of the work was placed by the
state in every county recorder's office in the state, and a full set will also be
found in each of our larger public libraries. There is one set in the Eaton
public library. However, in that work there are errors of omission, even with
the facilities at the hands of the state officials. Hence, with my limited means,
I could not hope to be more accurate than they, even if I copied. But as they
are for inspection of all, each can copy such part as he wishes.
Within two days after Lincoln issued his first call, February 15, 1861,
two regiments of Ohio men were on their way to Washington. Thus promptly did Ohio answer the call. To name all the battles and describe the part
that Preble county soldiers took in that war would be to describe nearly every
important battle of that long struggle. They obeyed orders, went wherever
they were wanted,'and did their full share to bring victory.
Before the end of April, 1861, two companies of the Twentieth Ohio
Volunteer Infantry enlisted for three months, made up in a large measure of
Preble county men. Company B had Capt. Ozro J. Dodds and First Sergt.
John A. Whitesides, and among the privates was Robert Williams, Jr. Company C—Capt. Thomas Morton, Ensign Andrew L. Harris (later captain),
Sergt. Peter O'Cain, Corporals James Mulharen and Abner Haines, Jr. Company D—Capt. A. N. Thompson, First Lieut. D. M. Ganes, Second Lieut.
L. M. Gray, Third Lieut. Edward Cottingham, Ensign Robert Morgan. The
lists of companies C and D read as if mostly made up of our own boys. During the whole time of the Civil War no draft was ever held or ordered for
Preble county. They didn't wait long enough.
Of the Twenty-second Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Company E,
with Capt. Peter O'Cain, First Lieut. D. W. Sherman and Second Lieut. William E. Lockwood, was organized in August and September, 1861. The
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regiment was assigned to Missouri, under John C. Fremont, and for a time
was called the Missouri Thirteenth. It got its first taste of war at Fort Donelson on February 16. While in position to charge the works with the rest
of the division, the surrender came. The next was at Shiloh, the regiment
numbering only four hundred and fifty men, but in those two days they lost
eighty-nine men, which is almost twenty per cent, lost in one battle. Then
the regiment took part in the movement resulting in the fall of Corinth. In
July, 1862, the secretary of war authorized the regiment to resume its rightful
name as the Twenty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry. After various movements, it was engaged in the campaign against Vicksburg, from which place
it was sent as a part of General Steele's army to Little Rock, Arkansas, and
for several months was engaged in guarding the railroad and chasing the
meanest of Arkansas guerillas, as mounted men. They were so successful
that the country was quieted, but the boys never brought any guerillas in as
prisoners. A part of the regiment re-enlisted and the balance, by reason of
expiration of their term, wrere mustered out in November, 1864.
T H E GALLANT

THIRTY-FIFTH.

The Thirty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was organized at Hamilton
in August and September, 1861, with about nine hundred men. Company E—
Capt. D. M. Gans, First Lieut. Edward Cottingham, Second Lieut. Levi P.
Thompson. Company C—Capt. Samuel L. Homedien, First Lieut. William
H. C. Steele and Second Lieut. George T. Earhart. The regiment's first battle
was Mill Springs, and after a number of moves it took part in the siege of Corinth. Then, being at Nashville, it was detailed to Buel's force and took part in
his race with Bragg to save Louisville, and was in the battles of Perryville and
Crab Orchard, and then the campaign from Murfreesboro to Chattanooga. It
was at Chickamauga, on the left of Thomas' lines, which finally assumed
the shape of a great curve. The regiment was in the fiercest conflicts during
the first and second days, when the Johnnies tried to turn the Union flank, but
in the afternoon of the second a lull came and General Vandeveer, commanding the brigade, received word that help was needed on the right wing, and
he drew the brigade out and double-quicked two and one-half miles across
the rear of the Union army and formed alongside of General Brannon, hurriedly throwing up a slight ridge. The men lying behind it received charge
after charge of the Rebel line and broke them all. As the shades of night
approached, the General heard sounds in front that indicated they might expect another charge, and he ordered all to be ready. But they had not am-
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munition left to load all the guns. A hurried search of the dead was made
for ammunition, and just as dusk of night fell the charge came. When near,
a volley was given the enemy and a yell raised as if they would charge, and
the foe fell back into the timber. The brigade covered the retreat, and when
the roll call came next morning at Rosswell Gap, the regiment had lost just
half its men.
But, undaunted, the regiment was one of the column that later charged
up Mission Ridge, and was one of the first over. Later it was with Sherman
in a dozen of his battles on the Atlanta campaign, among them Kenesaw and
Peach Tree Creek. It is enough to say that Whitelaw Reid states that the
enemy never saw the back of the regiment. Because their term expired, the
regiment was mustered out in August, 1864. Capt. Edward Cottingham was
taken prisoner at Chickamauga and spent many months in Libby. He was
one of those who tunneled under the street and escaped, but was retaken less
than a mile from the Union lines.
The Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry was organized at Camp Denison in August, 1861, eight hundred and fifty strong. Company D—Capt.
John Wallace, Second Lieut. Joseph L. Pinkerton and Surgeon Gilmore. The
regiment was one of the first of the three-year men to report, and was ordered to West Virginia under George Rosecrans, landing at Clarksburg on
August 29, 1861. The regiment became a part of Robert L. McCook's brigade, and until December, 1862, the regiment was in the many movements
back and forth, through and across the mountains, advancing or retreating,
nearly all the time on the move, chasing guerillas out of the mountains and
circumventing the activities of Floy's rangers. A study of the map of West
Virginia will show some of the rough and desperately rough country, for the
regiment was all over the state, engaged in a dozen small battles and many
skirmishes.
In December, 1862, the regiment was sent down the river to Grant at
Vicksburg, and was in all the movements back of that city and in its siege,
twice charging Cemetery hill, but being beaten back each time. After the sur-:
render it was of the force that captured Jackson, Mississippi. It went to Chattanooga in October, 1863, and took part in the battles of Chattanooga and
Mission Ridge, and then marched toward Knoxville and back, in which movement the regiment was with no shelter but dog tents during the cold of the
New Year's of 1864.
More than three-fourths of the men re-enlisted, and in May, 1864, were
with Sherman in his Atlanta campaign and in nearly every big battle of that
campaign, including Resaca, New Hope Church, Kenesaw, Ezra Church and
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Atlanta. The regiment went with Sherman to the sea, and was one of the
regiments that charged and captured Fort McAllister. The Forty-seventh
made its charge along the seashore and its flag from the sea front was the
first to rise above the breastworks of the fort. Just as the regiment swarmed
to the top, the fort surrendered. I. X. Sliver, the one-armed soldier who was
our county recorder and for nearly thirty years was the clerk of Eaton, lost
that arm while standing on top of those breastworks, just as the charge
ended.
Then the regiment was in the movement through the Carolinas to Johnson's surrender, thence to the Grand Review. It was sent down the river to
Arkansas to pacify the restless element there, and was mustered out in August,
1865. At the close of the Atlanta campaign the regiment numbered a hundred and twenty men in the line. The figures tell the awful toll taken bydisease and death.
The Fiftieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was mustered in during August,
1862, with nine hundred and sixty-four men. Company C—Capt. Patrick
McGrew, First Lieut. David A. Ireland and Second Lieut. William O'Hara.
On October I, 1862, at Perryville, it had its first taste of battle and lost one
hundred and sixty-five men killed and wounded. During the winter of
1862-63 t n e regiment spent much time in marching and counter-marching to
head off that restless Johnny, John Morgan, in Kentucky and Tennessee. In
December, 1863, it was ordered to Knoxville to relieve Burnsides and crossed
the mountains, frequently hauling the guns up by hand. From Knoxville it
was ordered to join Sherman at Chattanooga, and marched the whole way.
The brigade near Kingston fought and defeated three brigades of Wheeler's
cavalry, and joined Sherman at Burnt Hickory.
During the Atlanta campaign the regiment was in nearly every big fight
from Pumpkin Vine Creek to Jonesboro; name them over and you have them.
From Jonesboro it was sent back to follow Hood and join Thomas and at
Spring hill the brigade had to drive back a brigade of Johnnies to continue
their inarch. The regiment reached Franklin, after marching all night, at
seven A. M., November 30, 1864, and was placed in line between the pike
and the brick house. It was then two hundred and fifty strong, and at the
close of the day it numbered one hundred and twenty-five men. It fell back
to Nashville and was in that battle and helped chase the broken remnant of
Hood's army. After that battle it was sent east across the mountains, at last
reaching Salisbury, North Carolina, where it was mustered out, in June, 1865.
The Fifty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was mustered in during the
fall of 1861, eight hundred and fifty strong. Lieut.-Col. Robert Williams, Jr.,
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Adj.-Gen. George W. Wilson. Company C—Capt. Robert Williams, Jr.,,
First Lieut. G. M. White, Second Lieut. John Bell. There were also a half
dozen men from this county in Company G.
The regiment was assigned to Sherman's division and was sent to Pittsburg Landing, and on April 6 and 7, 1862, received its first baptism of fire
and lost one hundred and ninety-eight men. Thence it was in the move on
Corinth. During the summer of 1862 the regiment was much of the time on
the move from one point to another. In December it was sent down the river
with Sherman and was in the battle of Chickasaw Bayou, thence up the Arkansas river and helped in the capture of Arkansas Post. The regiment was sent
back to Vicksburg and was in the battles of Champion Hill and Big Black
Bridge, and engaged in the movements around Vicksburg. After the fall of
Vicksburg it was in the march to Jackson, Mississippi, and helped capture that
place, thence to Chattanooga and the battle of Missionary Ridge. During
the winter of 1863-64 the regiment re-enlisted and received two hundred recruits. In 1864 it was in the Atlanta campaign, being in the Fifteenth Corps
under Logan, which alone tells that it was where fighting was the order of the
day. It went with Sherman to the sea, and was part of the force that charged
Fort McAllister; thence they went through the Carolinas to the surrender of
Johnson, and on to the Grand Review. Then the regiment went to Arkansas and was mustered out in August, 1865, being then two hundred and fiftyfive strong.
The Sixty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was organized in April, 1862.
Company C—-Second Lieut. Ross J. Hazeltine. Its first scrap was with John
Morgan near Gallatin. During the summer of .1862 it did garrison duty at
Nashville. In December it joined "Pap" Thomas' corps and was in the twodays battle of Stone River. It was then with Rosecrans on the Tullahoma
campaign and finally to Chattanooga, and, under the command of Colonel
Brigham, it captured and burned Ried's bridge, and then was detailed to
guard the wagon train and hence was not really in the hard fighting at Chickamauga. It was in the charge up Missionary Ridge. The regiment was then
in the Atlanta campaign to its close, and in all the battles of the Fourteenth
Corps with the enemy, then with Sherman to the sea and through the Carolinas and on to the Grand Review. It was mustered out in July, 1865.
The Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was mustered in December
18, 1861, at Cincinnati. The colonel at muster was Nathaniel C. McClean.
Company C—Capt. Andrew L. Harris (later colonel of the regiment), First
Lieut. Oscar Minor, Second Lieut. James Mulharen. Company G—First
Lieut. Franklin J. Raikes, Second Lieut. Henry L. Morey.
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The regiment was immediately sent to join General Milroy's force in
West Virginia, and on April 12, 1862, fought its first battle near Monterev
C. H. General Milroy then led his little force of three thousand men over
the mountains, threatening Jackson's rear, when that old fighter turned with
an army of twenty thousand and went after Milroy, who recrossed the mountains and stopped at McDowell to try to save the stores there, but Jackson's
forces topped Bull Pasture mountain and paused. If Milroy retreated he was
sure to be crushed, so about three in the afternoon of May 8, 1862, the Twenty-fifth and Seventy-fifth Ohio Regiments advanced and gave battle to a
whole division and fought on until dark. The Johnnies thought there must be
an army back of them. When dark came Milroy loaded all the stores he
could haul and retreated down the Franklin pike to safety. So severe was
the contest that no prisoners were taken by either side, and it was set down as
one of the bloodiest fights of the war for the number engaged. A. L. Harris
was severely wounded and the regiment lost eighty-seven men killed or
wounded, while the Twenty-fifth regiment lost sixty-five men. Thereafter
the regiment was in the battle of Cedar Mountain and the second battle of
Bull Run, where it lost one hundred and fifteen men from its ranks. The
next battle was Chancellorsville, where Jackson flanked the Union right wing
and in the fight to hold Jackson's force in check the regiment lost one hundred
and fifty-three killed and wounded and a number of prisoners.
From thence the regiment marched to Gettysburg and was in the first
day's fight north and northeast of the town, and, with the army, fell back
through the town, the brigade being commanded by Col. A. L. Harris, who
had been promoted from major to colonel after the battle of Chancellorsville,
where Colonel Reilly was killed. In falling back the men would stop at crossstreets and send grape and canister up the street to stop the enemy, and when
they broke to come around the cannon would be hauled back a square or two
to repeat the operation. After falling back through the town, the brigade
was formed on Cemetery ridge, east of the Baltimore pike, and held their
lines in the face of repeated attempts to break the line. In this battle Colonel
Harris was again wounded, but tied his arm up and held his place to the end
of the last of the three-days battle. The regiment lost fourteen officers out
of sixteen, besides sixty-three killed, one hundred and six wounded and thirtyfour prisoners out of less than three hundred men that went into the battle.
And the rest of the brigade lost in about the same proportion.
In August, 1863, the Ohio brigade was taken to Morris Island, near
Charleston, South Carolina, and was in line for a charge on Fort Wagner on
the morning of September 7, when it was found that the fort had been aban-
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doned in the night. Then the brigade was sent to Jacksonville, Florida, where
the Seventy-fifth was mounted, and Colonel Harris, with his regiment, was
sent on a raid to the headwaters of the St. Johns and Kissimee rivers. They
captured two schooners loaded with cotton, destroyed over five hundred other
bales of cotton and a large quantity of army stores, and captured and drove
in over five thousand head of cattle for beef. In July, 1864, the regiment
destroyed the railroad bridge over the St. Mary's river and flanked the Johnnies out of Baldwin's Crossing.
In August, 1864, Colonel Harris, with two hundred men of his regiment,
was sent on an expedition to the interior, but stirred up a hornet's nest, for
the Johnnies were found in greatly superior numbers, and the regiment pushed
on day and night to escape. On the morning of August 17 the men stopped
to rest and breakfast near Gainsville, and soon were confronted by fourteen
hundred Johnnies. The fight lasted over two hours, when Colonel Harris
found his men were out of ammunition and there was no way of escape but
to cut their way out. His men approved of the plan, and, putting himself at
the head of the little band, they charged straight into the face of the enemy
and went through, but left the awful toll of a hundred and sixteen killed and
wounded and prisoners. The balance rode safely into Jacksonville.
In September and December, 1864, the regiment was engaged in other
expeditions successfully. In November and December, 1864, the term of service of six companies expired and they were sent home and mustered out. The
other four companies remained in Florida until August, 1865, when they also
were mustered out.
The Eighty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry was mustered in in September, 1861, at St. Louis, numbering about six hundred men, with Col. Thomas
Morton and Lieut.-Col. D. C. Stubbs. Company E—Capt. R. Y. Larnius.
Company F—First Lieut. Charles W. Lockwood. Then there were a number of privates also in Companies B and D. The regiment spent the fall of
1861 and that winter doing scouting service in Missouri. In March, 1862, it
was sent to Pittsburg Landing, and took part in both days of that battle,
charging and capturing a battery from the Johnnies on the second day. The
regiment was then in the movements about Corinth and was in the battle of
Corinth against Price in October, 1862. During the year 1863 t n e regiment
was assigned to garrison duty at a number of different places in Tennessee
and was in a number of severe skirmishes. In 1864 it joined Sherman's army
and participated in the marches and battles of the Atlanta campaign. It went
with Sherman to the sea and north across the Carolinas to the Grand Review.
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During its term of service it buried one hundred and seventy-nine of its men
in Dixie Land.
The Eighty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was organized in May, [862,
for three months' service, and were immediately sent to West Virginia.
Around and over much of that state it marched to intercept raiding bands of
the enemy until its term expired, in September, 1862, when it was mustered
out. In July, 1863, the Eighty-sixth Regiment was again organized for six
months' service. Lieut.-Col. Robert W. McFarland, of Oxford, was in the
regiment, which had Preble county men in four companies, but no distinctly
Preble county company. John A. Whitesides was sergeant of Company B.
The regiment was first stationed at Zanesville, and it was a part of the
force that captured John Morgan. Then it was sent to Kentucky, forming a
part of the force that captured Cumberland Gap with its garrison, and then
formed part of the garrison until its term of service expired. It was mustered out in February, 1864.
The Ninety-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry was organized at Dayton in
August, 1862, numbering nine hundred and sixty-eight men all told, under
Col. Charles Anderson. Company G—Capt. Matthew L. Paullus, First Lieut.
Peter L. Paullus, Second Lieut. James C. Gilmore, and Samuel S. Black,
wagoner. Company H—Capt. Matthias Disher, First Lieut. Jarvis N. Lake,
Second Lieut. William W. Aker. In the regiment were nearly two hundred
men from Preble county, many of whom, after the war, became quite prominent in the community where they resided, and some were well known in the
county at large. I will name a few, not because they were better soldiers,
but because they were later better known: Theodore Johnson, John B.
Cramer, John H. Gibbons, James W. Johnston, Hiram L. Robbins, Joseph A.
Ramsey, Henry C. Williams, Peter S. Eikenberry, Cephas C. Fetherling.
Jeremiah Oldfather, Silas Laird, Edward Borden, Theodore F. Brower, Elwood Morey.
TWO-DAY INFERNO.

The regiment was sent to Kentucky and thence on to Nashville, and at
Stone River got into its first real battle and suffered severely. In June, 1863.
it was made a part of McCook's corps, and was in the Tullahoma campaign,
and was in the front of Rosecrans' army across Lookout mountain. It
reached a point about forty miles south of Chattanooga, when Rosecrans
learned that the Johnnies were moving north to turn his flank and get in his
rear, and the advance was withdrawn and a hurried march of two days was
made along Lookout mountain's top. The regiment was placed in line at
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Chickamauga, on the right wing, on September 18, 1863, and at once began
skirmishing with the enemy, and on the 19th it was sent to the left wing, nine
miles away, under "Pap" Thomas. Then for two days inferno reigned on that
and all other parts of that battlefield, costing the regiment alone some two
hundred killed and wounded. Then the retreat to Chattanooga and the long
wait for help followed. On November 23 it was in the charge on Orchard
Knob and lost sixty men in six minutes, but won. It was also in the charge
on Missionary Ridge, and paid a heavy toll. On January 16, 1864, the regiment could only stack one hundred and seventy guns.
In May, 1864, the regiment was with Sherman on the Atlanta campaign
to its end. Starting on that hundred days of battle with three hundred men
from Buzzard Roost to Love joy Station, the regiment participated in practically the whole campaign.
When Hood started north, the regiment was sent back to Nashville with
Thomas' army, and in the second day of the battle of Nashville it went into
the fight with ninety men in line and lost twenty-five killed and wounded.
The regiment then was sent on several expeditions on as far as Asheville, North Carolina, and was mustered out in June, 1865, having during
three years lost twenty per cent, killed, thirty per cent, wounded and twentyseven per cent, discharged for disability.
The Hundred and Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Infantry had a company
started, but the regiment not filling up, Capt. George Wightman's company
was sent to Kentucky, transferred to the Sixty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry and mustered in on September 13, 1862. Among the soldiers, George
W. Hanger, Henry Lantis and John W. Scott are well known in the county.
The Hundred and Ninety-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, one-year men,
was organized March 10, 1865. Company D, with First Lieut. James H.
Stewart, held many Preble county boys. It was dispatched at once to Harper's Ferry, thence to the Shenandoah valley. Its service was only garrison duty. The regiment was mustered out September 3, 1865.
The Hundred and Fifty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry was one of the
one-hundred-day regiments and it was mustered May 4, 1864, at Camp
Dennison. Remember the toll of men that these years had been taking
from our little county, then add that to this regiment six hundred and fifty
men from this county who responded to the call. From farm, shop, office,
store and bank they came to help what they could. They were first assigned
guard duty at Cincinnati, then to Falmouth and to Paris, Kentucky. Then
they went to Cumberland, Maryland, on the last clay of July, 1864. The
regiment marched to Flock's Mills, and had a skirmish with a raiding force
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under Bradley Johnson in the evening, and the next morning the Johnies
had gone. It performed garrison duty and was mustered out September i,
1864.
Some of the officers of this regiment are as follows: Col. Caleb Marker.
Lieut.- Col. William Saylor, Adjutant Robert Miller, Quartermaster Frank
McWhinney, Surgeon V. G. Miller, Second Sergeant Lewis Mackey.
Company A—Capt. James R. Bernard, First Lieut. Simon Deggingcr,
Second Lieut. Isaac Kingery, First Sergeant A. P. Caldwell.
Company B—Capt. Isaac Henderson, First Lieut. M. V. Randall, Second Lieut. D. McClure, First Sergeant C. Shirely.
Company C—Capt. Ephraim Sheller, First Lieut. G. A. Ells, Second
Lieut. Joseph S. Brown, First Sergeant Thomas J. Brower.
Company D—Capt. R. Y. Lannius, First Lieut. Thomas Spangler,
Second Lieut. Silas Dooly, First Sergt. W. H. Ortt.
Company E—Capt. William A. Swihart, First Lieut. James Gable,
Second Lieut. E. A. Patty, First Sergt. James W. Pottinger.
Company F—Capt. L. F. Woofter, First Lieut. W. F. Newton, Second
Lieut. J. M. Weeks, First Sergt. Theodore P. Flemming.
Company H—Capt. J. R. McDivitt, First Lieut. J. Skinner, Second
Lieut. P. Dills, First Sergt. J. V. Larsh.
So clean did the war demands sweep our county of young, able-bodied
men, that there was no school district of the county that did not have representatives in the regiment, and a great number of them were boys in their
teens. Some of them then, too, were getting gray. All are gray now,
but, bless them, I hope they will live to wear their gray hairs for many
years.
The Fifth Ohio Cavalry was organized at Camp Dennison in August,
1861. With the regiment were Lieut.-Col. Thomas T. Heath (later colonel) ;
Major Phineas R. Minor, Company E, with Capt. Joseph C. Smith; First
Lieut. Caleb Marker and Second Lieut. Lewis C. Swerer. Company F had
Capt. Pineas R. Minor, First Lieut. Charles B. Cooper, Second Lieut. John
D. Truitt and First Sergt. Robert W. Morgan.
The regiment first met the enemy at Fort Henry and was, after the
fall of Donelson, taken up the river to Pittsburg Landing, where it did scout
duty for some three weeks before the battle. The regiment was in and
through the battle at that place during the whole of the two days and pursued the enemy on the third day some eight miles, suffering the loss of
many men. Then it was in the movements against Corinth until its capture. The regiment did scout duty until Van Dorn and Price made their
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advance on Corinth, when two hundred and fifty men of the Fifth Cavalry
were at Davis Mills, and Van Dorn, with an army of ten thousand, attempted to brush them aside. But they stubbornly held their ground for
several hours before falling back and when the enemy reached Rosecrans'
army they were ready for them. This gallant fight so pleased Grant that
he ordered the regiment to inscribe "Davis Mills" on its banner.
Then the regiment was broken into three battalions, which marched,
counter-marched and skirmished all over that country until, in October,
Sherman ordered the regiment to join his army and gave the order, "March
at daylight." On the 17th it headed for Chattanooga, where it was guarding trains during the battles there, and after Missionary Ridge it was
started for Knoxville to relieve Bumside, and followed the retreating enemy
across the mountains. During the summer of 1864 it was again broken up
and used in guarding the railroads that carried supplies to Sherman's army.
On November 7, 1864, it was transferred to Kilpatrick's cavalry and on
November 15 started with Sherman to the sea, being constantly employed in
front or on one flank or the other during that march. They went on up
through the Carolinas to the surrender of Johnson, when it was detailed
as part of the force to occupy and pacify the seventeen western counties of
North Carolina. It was mustered out October 30, 1865. It had been, in
the four years, engaged in more than two hundred battles and skirmishes,
large and small, and won praise from every commander under whom it
served.
In addition to the foregoing regular organizations, there were Preble
county men in some half dozen artillery regiments and batteries; also a
number in the gun-boat service. And as the county lies immediately along
the Indiana line, many of them enlisted with boon companions in Indiana
regiments and organizations. A count being had recently among the old
comrades here, they named twelve such organizations that held them. Judge
James A. Gilmore and W. C. Dove, our waterworks superintendent for
over twenty years, were in different Indiana regiments.
SQUIRREL H U N T E R S .

In the summer of 1862 the rebel, Gen. Kirby Smith, conceived the idea
of gathering a strong force and making a dash at Cincinnati and capturing
the city. But for the telegraph and railroads he would have succeeded, for
he was well under way and but a few days' march from that city before his
intention was discovered. There were not sufficient Union soldiers within
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reach to gather to check him. On September 2, 1862, Governor Todd issued his proclamation calling on all Ohio men with rifles to report with
arms and amunition to Gen. Lew Wallace at Cincinnati. The next morning
whole companies of men from surrounding counties were marching through
the streets of Cincinnati, and they kept coming until almost sixteen thousand
men, with squirrel rifles and deer guns, many of them carrying the old
bullet pouch, had reported. They were assigned to positions and entrenched themselves on the hills of Kentucky within the next three or four
days. Of the number, about three hundred and seventy-five came from
Preble county. Gen. Kirby Smith's spies and scouts informed him of the
situation and he halted a few miles away and sent out scouting parties, but
Gen. Wallace stood pat, refused to be lured out and held the hills. In about
ten days Smith withdrew and the men were sent home, being in the service
from twelve to fifteen days. Governor Todd had issued to each man a discharge, bearing the cut of a squirrel hunter, with bullet pouch and rifle,
hence the name. In 1909 the Legislature of Ohio passed a law giving to
all yet alive thirteen dollars for the service then performed.
In the war with Spain in 1898, some dozen young men from Preble
county joined a company formed in Dayton, and were sent south to camp
and drill, but never reached the battlefields of Cuba. Lieut. Crosley, of
the United States navy, was from this county, and made for himself an
enviable record in that war.

CHAPTER X I V
BANKS AND BANKING.

Banks, as known by all English-speaking people, in their methods of doing business and issuing credit-money and letters of credit, are of American
origin.
In 1690 the Colony of Massachusetts, finding that the demands to meet
the expenses that those strenuous times placed upon its resources were greater
than the available supply of gold and silver would meet, evolved a system for
its banks to issue credit-money, to a considerable amount. The issue was
closely guarded and the bills made receivable for taxes and all public dues.
A canny Scotsman, named William Patterson, was then in Massachusetts, for some two years, and gave much attention to the study of the system. He went home and in 1694 organized and put in operation, along similar lines, the Bank of England, sometimes called "The Old Lady of Threadneedle Street," and he watched over it the rest of his life. So successful
did it become that the world of business has ever since followed its lead, as
being probably the best and safest banking system ever devised by man.
But banks are not by any means a modern institution. There are bankers'
records from Babylon, back to the days of Sennacherib, 700 B. C , and many
later. Then, before the Christian era, the system seems to have died out, having been followed by money lending and money changing by private individuals, probably because, with the swing of the conquering armies that swept
over so many of the countries of the Old World, a man's money and valuables
had to be kept so they could be readily carried away'and hidden, for capital
ever has been the first to hide, when danger threatens, and does so yet. Hence,
banks, being the accumulations of many scattered individuals, must have peace
and safety for their protection. The first great commercial power to arise
from the wreck and ruin that followed the collapse of the Roman Empire,
was Venice, the island city, whose ships and commerce covered the Mediterranean sea. In that city in 1197 was started the first modern bank of deposit,
and it continued for centuries.
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T H E THROBBING HEART OF BUSINESS.

The power of banks has gone on increasing, until today it may safely be
asserted that banks are the throbbing heart that sends the life-blood through
all the commercial arteries of every business. Banks, under our systems of
exchange and clearing-houses, have expanded their power beyond the dreams
of the world's best bankers of a hundred years ago.
Our Preble county banks are linked, generally speaking, with the whole
system in the United States, although, within the law, each is left independent in conducting its own business. We have in this county three systems of
banks, national, state banks, and joint-stock or partnership banks, besides private banks, owned by individuals.
The national bank operates under a charter from the United States, and
every stockholder can be made to contribute as much as the par value of his
stock, if necessary, to pay the debts of the bank. It also may issue a certain
amount of notes.
The state bank operates under a charter from the state, and the stockholders are under a double liability, the same as those of national banks. It
also may issue its notes, but no one is, by law, required to accept them in
payment. Such notes also are subject to a heavy tax by the United States,
hence none are issued.
Joint-stock banks, or partnership banks, are really private banks, their
money being the amounts paid in by the owners, and every member of the
bank is individually liable for all debts of the bank, hence they are just as
strong financially as the aggregate wealth of the individuals.
There has been but one bank failure in Preble county, and that was of a
branch bank. The parent bank failed and took the branch bank with it. In
the aggregate, the banking power of the county banks is much greater than
our people have appreciated. A short history of each existing bank will be
given, then a general view, to show the combined power.
FIRST BANK I N COUNTY.

In 1847, about one hundred and twenty-five stockholders organized, under the law of 1845, a branch of the Ohio State Bank in Eaton, with a capital
of one hundred thousand dollars. This was the first bank organized in the
county. For a time a room in the first house south of the court house, on
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Barron street, was used as a bank, but later the bank was moved into a room
on Main street. John M. Gray was cashier, and in 1853 he was succeeded by
H. C. Hiestand. In 1864 the bank was reorganized into and became the
First National Bank, with the same capital, Hiestand remaining cashier. In
1867 the Brooke Brothers bought Hiestand's interest, and John C. Brooke
became cashier, he being succeeded by C. F. Brooke, Jr.
In 1884 the twenty-year charter expired and was surrendered. The bank
then reorganized under the state laws as the Farmers and Citizens Bank, with
Joseph Cramer, president, and C. F. Brooke, Jr., cashier, and so remained
until Cramer's death in 1901, when it merged with the Eaton Banking Company.
The Eaton Banking Company was organized under the state laws in
1892, with Edward S. Stotler, president, and J. H. Musselman, cashier, with a
capital of one hundred thousand dollars, and started business in the corner
room at the northeast corner of Barron and Main streets. This bank was
continued as a state bank until 1901, in which year it was merged with the
Farmers and Citizens Bank, under C. F. Brooke, Jr., and the two continued
under the name of the Eaton Banking Company. In 1903 the bank moved
across to the northwest corner of Barron and Main streets, and on January 10,
1905, it reorganized as the Eaton National Bank, with a capital of fifty thousand dollars, which later was increased to sixty thousand dollars, with S.
Swisher, president, and J. H. Musselman, cashier. This bank has deposits of
over six hundred thousand dollars and surplus and undivided profits of fifty
thousand dollars. The prime movers in the organization of the Eaton Banking Company were E. S. Stotler, J. H, Musselman, J. M. Gale, S. Swisher,
Harvey Paddack, A. A. Leas and George Deem, the last three of whom have
answered the last roll call.
PREBLE COUNTY NATIONAL BANK.

The Preble County Bank was organized as a bank by H. C. Hiestand
and others, with a capital of one hundred thousand dollars, in October, 1873.
A brick building, solely for the use of the bank, was erected by J. H. Foos on
the north side of Main street, about one-half square west of Barron street.
The organizers of the bank, being men well and favorably known in the community, the institution soon acquired a large clientele, which it has held.
In 1888 the bank was reorganized as the Preble County National Bank,
and was reorganized in 1908, PL C. Hiestand being president from the first
organization of the bank to the time of his death on July 5, 1884. In 1892
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the Ortt company erected a large brick building at the southwest corner of
Barron and Main streets and prepared three rooms in this building for bank
purposes. When the building was completed in 1893 the bank moved in and
has since continued to occupy the corner.
Since the death of H. C. Hiestand, Joseph V. Acton has been president,
and A. J. Hiestand is the present cashier. The bank's present capital is sixty
thousand dollars; surplus and undivided profits, one hundred and four thousand dollars, and deposits, one million sixteen thousand dollars.
BANKS AT NEW

PARIS.

The Farmers Bank of New Paris was started as a private bank in 1889,
by Horace G. Bloom, with a capital of thirty thousand dollars, the village
never before having had a bank. Seeing similar conditions prevailing in the
villages of New Madison, in Darke county, and in Eldorado, Mr. Bloom, a
year or so later, started branch banks in both of those villages, which he)
successfully conducted until his death about the year 1906. In the meantime
he had taken in with him others, and the banks were operated as joint-stock
banks under the state law.
After the death of Mr. Bloom, the New Paris bank was taken over by
his partners, and is still operated as a co-partnership bank, with a capital of
ten thousand dollars, with S. C. Ritchie, president, and E. C. Mikesell, cashier.
It has, surplus and undivided profits, four thousand five hundred dollars; deposits, seventy thousand dollars.
The First National Bank of New Paris was first started about 1900, as
a private bank, by J. A. Peele, and was run by him as a joint-stock bank until
his death, May 20, 1908, during which time it was called the Peoples Bank.
After the death of Mr. Peele the co-partners, on August 8, 1908, took over
the bank's assets, assumed the liabilities and reorganized the bank as. a national
bank, with a capital of twenty-five thousand dollars, divided into one hundred
dollar shares, since which time J. A. Garretson has been president and M. H.
Pence, cashier. It has surplus and undivided profits of two thousand five
hundred dollars, and deposits of sixty-three thousand dollars.
BANKS ELSEWHERE I N COUNTY.

Up to 1887 there had been no bank in the county except at Eaton, and
many business men at West Alexandria chafed under their disadvantages.
Finally, in December, 1887, S. S. Black circulated a subscription for shares in
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a new bank, and in just half a day the paper held the names of S. S. Black,
E. S. Stotler, J. M. Gale, P. Smith, J. N. Clemmer, John Fadler, J. E. Davis,
A. Unger, Herman Voge, J. Rinck, Joseph Markey, J. H. Markey and Joseph
Mills, just thirteen.
The bank was incorporated under the state law, as a joint-stock bank, and
was called the Twin Valley Bank, S. S. Black & Company, with a capital of
twenty-five thousand dollars. It was organized on January 2, 1888, and
started business on Main street in the building at the northwest corner of
Dayton and Main streets. The bank prospered from the first, and the company
later bought the building at the southeast corner of the same streets, fitted up
the corner for a bank and has occupied it ever since. The bank has surplus
and undivided profits of fifty thousand dollars, and deposits of about five
hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars. S. S. Black is president and Lew
Derby, cashier. This extended account is given because this was the first bank
to break away from the county seat. In 1906 the Twin Valley Bank established a branch bank at Gratis, with N. G. Kimmel as cashier.
The Farmers and Citizens Bank, of West Alexandria, was started on
March 14, 1905, as a partnership, or joint-stock bank, by Henry Meyer, R. J.
W. Ozias, Sherman Mills, Jacob Urich, J. A. Rosillius, J. H. Ehler, Sr., and
fifteen others. This bank began business on the south side of Dayton street,
with a capital of fifty thousand dollars. It reported to the auditor in 1914,
surplus and undivided profits, eight thousand dollars; deposits, two hundred
and twenty thousand dollars. R. J. W. Ozias is the president and Sherman
Mills is the cashier. This bank was organized and is operated under the state
laws.
BANK FAILURE AT CAMDEN.

In 1893 the failure of the Camden bank left Camden without banking
facilities, and in 1894 some thirty of the citizens of the village and vicinity
started a joint-stock bank, under the state law, called the Commercial Bank of
Camden, with a capital of fifteen thousand dollars. It accumulated a fair
clientele, but, not proving satisfactory, a number of the citizens of the village
and community formed an organiation, bought out the Commercial Bank
bodily, and in July, 1906, reorganized the bank as the First National Bank of
Camden, Ohio, with a capital stock of fifty.thousand dollars. This bank has
surplus and undivided profits of fourteen thousand dollars; deposits, two hundred and eighty thousand dollars. A savings-bank account is operated in connection. The bank occupies the building at the southeast corner of Main street
and Central avenue, which it rents. R. C. Prugh is the president and J. E.
Randall is the cashier.
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The Farmers' Banking Company, of Eldorado, was organized by Horace
Bloom, in 1899, as the Farmers' Bank, a branch of his New Paris and New
Madison banks, and as a private bank. At Mr. Bloom's death the bank was
taken over by his partners, and so continued until 1913, in which year it was
reorganized as a joint-stock or banking partnership, with a capital of twentyfive thousand dollars. It now has surplus and undivided profits of six thousand dollars and one hundred and sixty thousand dollars deposits. It owns its
own building on the east side of Main street. Isaac Miller is the president and
C. D. Miller is the cashier.
The Farmers and Merchants Bank, of West Manchester was organized
in 1897 as a banking partnership, by J. E. Leas and J. W. Leas, with a capital
of ten thousand dollars. In 1914 it reported to the auditor that it had, surplus
and• undivided profits, twelve thousand dollars; deposits, one hundred and
fifty thousand dollars. John E. Leas is the president and J. W. Leas is the
cashier.
The Farmers Bank, of Verona, was organized in 1906, as a banking partnership, by S. G. Sheller, John Werts, A. N. Rife, John W. Kreitzer and E. E.
Niswonger, under the state laws. It has erected, at the northeast corner of
Main and Mill streets, a bank building of Grecian architecture, solely for bank
use, equipped with modern appliances. Capital stock, fifty thousand dollars;
surplus and undivided profits, six thousand dollars; deposits, two hundred and
fifty thousand dollars. The capital stock is divided into one hundred dollar
shares and is held by many of the farmers and business men of the community.
S. G. Sheller is the president and F. O. Pausing is the cashier.
CHICAGO BANKERS I N TROUBLE.

The People's Banking Company, of Lewisburg, was started as the Citizens' Bank by some Chicago people. After running but a few years the bank
had some trouble, and in 1897 a number of men, headed by L. F. Parmerlee,
H. P. Smith, A. T. Horn, L. Finney, E. C. Crider and S. G. Sheller, formed a
banking partnership and took over the bank, which, in 1908, was reorganized
and incorporated under the state laws as a state bank, with a capital of thirty
thousand dollars. This bank built and owns a fine bank building on the west
side of Greenville street, used and fitted only for banking purposes. -It has
surplus and undivided profits of eight thousand, five hundred dollars and deposits of two hundred and seventy thousand ollars. H. P. Smith is the presient and Waldo C. Moore is the cashier.
In addition to the above there are two banks at College Corner, one on
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the Ohio side, about thirty feet south of the county line, and one on the Indiana
side, about twenty feet west of the state line, whose combined assets are over
a half million dollars, a considerable part of which comes from this county,
which banks are not accounted for herein.
RECAPITULATION.

Name and Location.
Capital.
Eaton National Bank, Eaton
;_$6o,ooo
Preble County National Bank, Eaton
60,000
The Farmers' Bank, New Paris
10,000
First National Bank, New Paris
25,000
The Twin Valley Bank, West Alexandria-.- 25,000
The Farmers' and Citizens' Bank, West
Alexandria
-__ 50,000
First National Bank, Camden
1
50,000
The Farmers'Banking Company, Eldorado
25,000
The Farmers, and Merchants' Bank, West
Manchester10,000
The Farmers' Bank, Verona
50,000
The Peoples' Banking Company, Lewisburg.^. 30,000
Total

$395,000

Surplus
and
Profits.
Deposits.
$ 50,000 $ 600,000
104,000
1,016,000
.
4,500
70,000
. 2,500
: 63,000
. 50,000 .. 575,000
8,000
' 14,000
6,000

220,000
280,000
160,000

12,000
6,000
. . 8,500

150,000
250,000
270.000

$265,000

$3,654,000

Every bank of the county was visited and only questions asked as to their
history and the above items. The figures given can be relied on, therefore, as
showing the present condition of each bank, except as otherwise stated in the
histoiy.

CHAPTER XV.
EDUCATIONAL HISTORY.

The original method of forming school districts by the early settlers has
been described, but under the school laws passed about 1840, and their
amendments under the 1851 constitution, the educational interest of the country districts had advanced, until there was a school house all over the county
every two miles. They were good houses, many of them brick, with many
modern improvements, and supplied with good wide-awake, progressive teachers ; so much so that many of the teachers, perhaps the majority, in the graded
and municipal schools, served as country school teachers until their reputation
was established, when the higher salaries brought them to town. Where formerly the public money lasted for three or four months in the winter, for
many years past our country schools have been continued eight to nine months
per year.
The only criticism that can justly be made against our country schools
is that the directors generally have been too short-sighted to purchase enough
land for a proper playground, the children having to play in the neighboring
fields or the road, or forego many of the sports so dear to boys and girls.
L I N K I N G U P T H E SCHOOLS AND SCHOLARS.

There is now a movement on foot to centralize the schools of each township, erect one large building in the most accessible location near the center
of the township, having teachers for the various grades, the same as the town
schools, and having teamsters to gather up in the different localities of the
township all the scholars and take them to the school each morning and home
in the evening, provided they live more than two miles from the schoolhouse.
In our county, Jackson township has been the first to try the matter out, and
so well have they succeeded for the last three years that the agitation is
spreading. In 1914 Dixon township voted overwhelmingly in favor of the
change, and they are now engaged in getting ready for it before October,
I9I5-
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As the educational matter will be dealt with in describing the villages
and townships, it is not deemed proper to deal extensively with the matter in
the general history, except to note that 1914. perhaps, started a great change
in our educational matters, because the old local school boards are gone and
the Legislature has instituted a county board of education and a county school
superintendent—whether it be an improvement time alone will tell. There
is also a township board of five members.

CHAPTER XVI.
ISRAEL T O W N S H I P .
By

EU'iinor

Sebouler.

A glance at the map of Preble county shows Israel township occupying
its tract of six miles square, in the southwest corner, being bounded on the
west by the state of Indiana and on the south by Butler county.
When the three associate judges of the county, on March 15, 1808, divided the county into townships, they made Israel township include the four
congressional townships in the west range of the county. But, one year
later, the county commissioners cut off the north sixteen miles and called it
Jefferson, while, still later, on June 1, 1812, the extent of land was reduced
by the county commissioners to its present proportions.
NATURAL FEATURES.

Israel township's most interesting natural feature is a creek, which flows
from north to south through the entire length of the township, and which,
with its branches and many tile ditches, drains the land. This stream first
made its appearance in history when General Wayne, on his raid against the
Indians, crossed it four miles above Fort Hamilton and named it Four Mile.
This name it still bears, although further down the stream, where the "classic
shades of Oxford" overhang its banks, it is known as the Tallawanda river,
and there is a story current that its pools were reserved by the Indians as
bathing places for the maidens of the tribe. But the sturdy Scotch-Irish
population of Israel township, with a fine disdain for romance, prefer history to tradition and truth before poetry, so with them it is still Four Mile
creek. This stream has played no small part in the lives of the "Israelites."
In early days, when trade was scattered and every locality must produce its
own necessities, its banks were dotted with mills, where its waters supplied
the motive power which ground food for the farmers and sawed their timber
into lumber. But as "big business" gradually monopolized trade, these mills,
one by one, disappeared and, with the looms and spinning wheels of the
housewives, have become but a memory of the past.
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With the passing of the mills, Four Mile lost some of its prestige as a
factor in the lives of the people, but it still plays an important part in their
recreation. Its waters are well stocked with fish, which allure many sportsmen to its banks. In winter its frozen surface is the scene of gay skating
parties; but, best of all, is its "old swimmin' holes."
A few times in its history Four Mile has gotten so far beyond its banks
as to invade the sacred precincts of the homes along its borders. To the
great flood of 1913 it contributed its full quota, sweeping through many
houses and doing much damage before joining the raging waters of the
Miami. Four Mile is spanned by many bridges of wood, iron or cement,
but "the bridge" crosses the stream at Fair Haven, and is known as the "old
red bridge," albeit for some years past it has been white. It was built in
1847 by Wiley & Glover, local contractors, and is of the type known as
"covered." The roof and weatherboarding, and even the stone abutments,
have had to be renewed, but the old frame is still as sound as when it came
from the hands of the builder, and some of the planks of the original flooring are still in use. Lost in amazement at the mechanical principle upon which
this bridge was constructed, and filled with admiration of the wisdom and
skill of the builders, a local poet gave expression to the feeling as follows:
"The genius of man
No one can discover;
This bridge was built
By Wiley and Glover."
The three main streams of Israel township are Four Mile creek, flowing
from north to south across the township a short distance west of the center.
It is joined by Little Four Mile creek, from the west, about a mile north of
the south line of the township, and also joined by Hopewell creek, from the
northeast, about a mile and a half north of its south line. Along these, streams
and for only short distances on each side of them are all the rough and hilly
lands of the township; the last two and a half miles of Four Mile creek and
the same distance along Little Four Mile creek, and about a mile along Hopewell creek, are bluffy hills and gulches that in some respects rival the Devil's
Backbone hill. From the tops of some of the hills of Four Mile may be had
some of the finest vistas of the county.
These three streams, with their tributaries, drain the whole township, except a narrow fringe along the eastern side, which goes to Seven Mile creek.
The greater part of the land is level or gently rolling, the slopes being so
gradual that the plow goes right on over the top of the. ridge. The soil is
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clay, with limestone subsoil, and of. most excellent quality, producing all the
crops of this latitude.
T H E FIRST SETTLERS.

Of the present population of Israel township, which numbered one thousand four hundred and one in 1910, as against one thousand five hundred and
eighty in 1890, quite a large proportion are descendants of the original settlers. Those early homeseekers came from Virginia, New Jersey, Kentucky,
Georgia and the Carolinas, but fully two-thirds of them were from South
Carolina. Nineteen or twenty years before the state of Ohio was carved
out of the Northwest territory, a colony of Scotch-Irish, psalm-singing
Presbyterians, known as the Associate Reformed Presbyterians, organized a
church in Chester county, South Carolina, and named it Hopewell. A fair
portrait of these people may be found in the men and women of "Drumtochty," whom Ian Maclaren has immortalized in his "Beside the Bonnie
Brier Bush," and other works. When this church was but a quarter of a
century old, a number of its families shook the South Carolina dust from off
their feet, in indignant protest against the institution of slavery, and, having
gathered together their worldly goods, turned their backs upon their homes
and set their faces toward the north. On their march over the weary stretch
of miles which lie between Chester county, South Carolina, and Preble county,
Ohio, many incidents of interest occurred, one of which is especially worthy
of note as illustrating the wisdom of remembering the Sabbath day to keep
it holy. On the first Saturday night of the journey, the question arose
whether they should resume the march on the morrow or spend the day in
camp. Opinion was divided on the subject. One party held that to rest
quietly in camp was their obvious duty, while the other party insisted that
the Sabbath could be kept quite as well on the road. Neither side being willing to yield the point, the next day they parted company, and throughout the
trip one party spent the Sabbath in camp and the other on the road. But each
Saturday night the "camping" party overtook the "traveling" party and they
spent the night together, only to part company again in the morning, They
reached their destination together, the party which had rested one day in
seven in fine condition, as were also their horses; the party which, to save
time, had never ceased traveling, was worn and jaded and their horses reduced to mere hacks.
The first of the South Carolina settlers reached Israel township in the
year 1806, and through the next few years were followed by many others. In
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1808 they organized a church, which they named Hopewell, in honor of
their South Carolina church home.
Early in the century, homeseekers from New Jersey, belonging to the
Society of Friends, settled in the northeast corner of the township, where they
built their house of worship. They called their society Westfield, in honor of
their New Jersey church, which bore the same name.
No one but a Scotchman, born and bred, and versed in Scottish church
history, can tell the difference between some of the churches holding the Presbyterian faith; but to the members of the various bodies the differences are
vital. So those settlers holding the views of the Reformed Presbyterians, or
Covenanters, were organized into a church known as the Beech Woods, or
Morning Sun, church. Their building was located east of Morning Sun.
SCHISM AMONG COVENANTERS.

In 1834 the Covenanter denomination was divided into two parts, known
as the Old School and New School. The Morning Sun congregation, with
their pastor, the Rev. Garvin McMillan, sided with the New School. But
there were those among their number who refused to think with the majority and claimed possession of the house of worship on the grounds that
they were the church. The majority they regarded as backsliders. One
Sabbath morning the conservative party entered the church to hold a service
of their own. The doors in the balustrade which surrounded the high, oldfashioned pulpit were closed and Elder Ramsey took his station beside the
pulpit and was about to begin the service when the Rev. Mr. McMillan entered the church. Mr. McMillan was not long in reaching the pulpit, where
he nimbly swung himself over the balustrade and was in possession. But the
day was not yet won. In scathing tones, Mr. Ramsey exclaimed, "He that
entereth not in by the door, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a
thief and a robber." But by this time Mr. McMillan had opened the pulpit
Bible, and such was their reverence for the Word that the belligerents quietly
retired to the school house across the way and left the progressives in possession of the house of worship. Most of the families of the Old school party
subsequently found for themselves new homes in other places among people
who worshipped as they did. But one member retired in high dudgeon to
his farm. Not wanting to be buried by the side of his backsliding neighbors,
he built for himself a burial vault and carved his own tombstone. On this
stone he recorded at length his religious views. But, unfortunately, the
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stone fell and by the accident his leg wras broken, from which injury he died
soon afterward. His body was laid to rest in the vault of his own building.
But he had not reckoned with the ravages of time, and the vault finally
crumbled to dust. His remains were removed to Cedarville, Ohio, and the
tombstone was ground up by the stone crusher to make road.
The Beech Woods congregation united with the United Presbyterian denomination in 1870, and in 1876, together with one hundred members from
Hopewell, built a church in the village of Morning Sun. The site of the old
church building is marked only by the graves by which it had been surrounded.
Meanwhile the Hopewell church was rapidly growing. It was ministered to by the Rev. Alexander Porter, D. D., himself a South Carolinian.
Their first house of worship, a log building, was found to be too small before
it was completed and thirty feet were added to the end. In 1827 the present
brick church was erected. Although it is the largest building in the township,
and has the greatest seating capacity, it was soon found to be too small.
For twenty-six years, winter and summer, through storm and through
sunshine, every Sabbath day the people on the outskirts of the settlement found
their way to the Hopewell meeting house, with never a thought of hardship
nor a wish for change.
But the church building was too small and it was clear that something
must be done. The Christian Intelligencer for September, 1834, had this notice : "The First Presbytery of Ohio will meet on the call of the moderator,
at Hopewell meeting house, Preble county, Ohio, the first day of October, to
organize a new congregation to be composed of a portion of the members of
Hopewell congregation and to grant them the moderation of a call if thought
expedient." The congregational records of the time state that the Presbytery set off about fifty families by the name and title of Fair Haven congregation, and adds that the heads of four of these families were elders. This
new congregation built their house of worship in Fair Haven, then a town
of two years of age. In 1837 a church of the same denomination was organized at Oxford, Butler county, and the people in its direction moved their
membership to it, thus again reducing Hopewell's number. There was another flitting in 1849, when the church at College Corner was organized.
This congregation's first building was on the Indiana side of the state line,
but a few years since a new building was erected on the Ohio side and they
are now numbered with the Israel township churches.
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FUSION OF T H E TWO C H U R C H E S .

Ill 1858 the Associate Reformed Presbyterian denomination formed a
union with the Associate Presbyterian, under the name and title of the United
Presbyterian Church of North America; thus these Israel township churches
became known as United Presbyterians. As has been stated, in the year
1876 the Hopewell congregation lost one hundred more of its members to
the new" organization at Morning Sun. This last flitting left the mother
church must reduced in strength and circumscribed in territory, but still the
congregation maintains the regular services, ministered to by one of its own
sons. In 1908 Hopewell church celebrated its one hundredth anniversary, on
which occasion she had the pleasure of being greeted by personal representatives from her mother church in South Carolina and from her four daughters at home. At this time there were also letters of greeting from various
"Hopewells" situated in the Western states, which were namesakes of hers,
for the pioneering spirit which resulted in the settlement of Israel township
also caused many of its people to seek new homes as the great West opened
up to immigration.
There were those among the pioneers who established their homesteads
far from the church and each Lord's Day traveled four or five, or even six,
miles to the meeting house. The Hamilton and Richmond turnpike, which
was built some time in the forties, was a thing for the future to develop, and
the roads of that time were far from ideal. Carriages were an unheard-of
luxury, but there was always an old horse or two which were ready to carry
the father and mother, and perhaps the babies, while the younger people
thought it no hardship to walk. The man who invented barbed-wire fences
had not yet been born, and there was nothing to prevent the worshippers from
taking a bee line to the meeting house, except those obstacles which nature
herself laid in the way. Between the God of Nature and the God of Revelation there exists no chasm, save only to the sin-blinded eyes of His creatures,
and that walk through the beech woods must have been fitting preparation
for His worship. As these little companies made their way to the rude
man-made meeting house, through the aisles of the great cathedral of the
Master Builder, the arches of which were vocal with the worship of the wood
folk, it is a marvel that some "mute, inglorious Milton" among them did not
break his silence and burst into song. But there is no record that any of
them ever did. Indeed, if one had been so bold, he would no dOubt have
been promptly snubbed into silence by those groups of practical people, who
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were less concerned with the glorious things of nature than in keeping their
Sabbath clothes from coming to grief. The go-to-meeting shoes were kept
from harm by being worn over the shoulders of their owner, tied together
by the strings. There was always some convenient log near the meeting
house where the women could sit while they put them on. The same logfound a shelter for the stout shoes which had been worn over the rough path,
and there they remained during the two long sermons at the meeting house.
The bad boy of the period seems not to have been alive to the opportunity of
those waiting shoes. When the sun began to cast long shadows on the east
side of the beech trees, the shoes were always found ready to do duty on the
homeward walk.
T H E K N I G H T AND T H E LADY.

An old lady of sainted memory, who had great fund of anecdote, used
to entertain her young folks with stories of quilting parties, husking bees,
apple parings and other functions whereby the forefathers cunningly combined business with pleasure. There was one harrowing tale among them,
in which a promising romance was stamped quite out of existence by a pair
of those homely shoes, lurking so guilelessly under the lea of the log. An
apple paring was in progress just across the woods from her father's home,
and Dame Rumor reported that a stranger knight would grace it by his presence.
The occasion called for careful dressing, but even such an event could
not cause our prudent heroine to grow reckless. The general utility shoes
were worn as usual and left at the edge of the wood, where the dainty toilet
was completed by a smart little pair of slippers whose "light fantastic toe"
betrayed a forbidden acquaintance with the Virginia reel and the "miller boy
who lived in the mill."
The knight was there. It was the old story over again. "He came, he saw,
he conquered"—and was conquered. All went well until he asked for the
privilege of "seeing her safe home." What was she to do? She could not
well refuse his escort, but if she walked home in those slippers there was
her mother to be reckoned with, and to stop for her shoes, in such company,
was not to be thought of. Reversing the decision of Hamlet, she chose to
avoid the present ills and to let the future take care of itself. The walk was
not a success. She was so distraught with anxiety as to the fate of her slippers and so filled with forebodings as to her own fate, that he ceased to be
charmed; while, on her part, she wished him anywhere but by her side.
In relating the story she always assured her friends that that was the
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last she ever saw of him. Nevertheless, the story had its sequel. As the
morning light revealed no trace of the footpath on her slippers, all might yet
be well. There was a young brother, afterwards supreme judge of Ohio, who
was willing to go for the shoes, and was not above taking a bribe as the price
of his silence. But the guilty secret was long held over her head and became
the "open sesame" to all the desires of the young tyrant heart.
But apple parings and kindred vanities occurred on week days, and the
Sabbath presented no such embarrasing situations.
In addition to these churches which were transplanted with the first
settlers, Israel township has also a Methodist Episcopal church, which is located in Fair Haven. The history of this church begins as does that of
many other churches of that denomination. A few Methodist families having moved into Fair Haven and vicinity, the circuit preachers began visiting
them early in the forties. Later an organization was effected, and in 1849 a
house of worship was erected. The early growth of this church was spasmodic. At one time the field was abandoned and again reorganized. It was
not until the year 1873 that the Fair Haven and Sugar Valley churches were
off from the Camden circuit and became separate charges. Since that time
the growth of the church has been steady and it is now a strong body doing
a splendid work in the community.
SCHOOLS.

Next in importance to its churches are the schools of the township. The
beginning of the education of the youths of Israel township was simultaneous
with the township's settlement. What the fathers knew they taught to their
children. The chief text books were the Bible and the Westminster Confession of Faith, popularly known as the "Shorter Catechism," with a copy of
"Baxter's Call to the Unconverted" as a bit of lighter reading.
The people of that day thought more in grooves, it may be, than the
people of today, and their knowledge was not so broad as at the present time,
but certainly it reached deeper down, and as a character builder has not been
surpassed.
As the people of the settlement became able, they employed teachers for
their children, paying them by subscription so much per child. The teacher
eked out his slender salary by "boarding around." The early teachers were
mostly chosen from among the home boys, many of whom were preparing
themselves for college. These teachers were, some of them, disciples of the
Pete Jones "school of philosophy"—"No lickin', no larnin', sez I."
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But others had unique methods of their own for coaxing the
younger ideas to shoot. One who held school in the session house of the
church at Fair Haven had small tickets upon which the word "superior" was
printed, which he used as bait to induce the children to put forth their best
efforts to earn the coveted prize. The unambitious and the dullard who
failed to reach a certain mark received like tickets bearing the word"inferior." The scheme worked well, too well in fact. The supply of "superiors"
soon became exhausted and there was not inducement for further exertion on
the part of the scholars until the resourceful teacher hit upon the plan of
making two "inferiors" equal a "superior." The children, always ready to
value quantity above quality, eagerly agreed to the new arrangement, and
soon astonished their parents by proudly exhibiting quantities of the questionable trophies.
In the year 1825 the state of Ohio provided for the education of its
youth by taxation, at which time Israel township was divided into eight
school districts. In addition to these district schools, there were a number
of private schools where more advanced branches, especially the classics, were
taught. These efforts after higher education crystallized into the Morning
Sun Academy, established about the year 1850 by a stock company. In the
year 1891 the township inaugurated the present high school. This high school
has a three-year course. It has two buildings, one at Fair Haven and one at
Morning Sun, and employs three teachers, one at each school and one who
divides his time between the two.
VILLAGES.

The villages of the township, which are scarcely more than "wide places
in the pike," are two in number, Fair Haven, in the north, and Morning Sun,
in the center of the township. The town of College Corner, which is located
in the extreme northwest corner of Oxford township, Butler county, and
which takes its name from its location (Oxford township belonging to Miami
University), has wandered across the state line into Indiana and has also
crossed the county line into Israel township. But it must be reckoned with
the Butler county towns; Israel township can not properly claim it.
"DIED A'BORNIN'."

On April-13, 1833, one year after the birth of Fair Haven, and on the
same day that Morning Sun was called into being, the plat for the town of
(16)

242

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

Claysburgh was recorded. Fair Haven, which was located in the same section and was one year old, had received a "boom" in its new tavern, and
proved the more popular site for a village. So Claysburgh never grew any
larger. "There was neither hammer, nor ax, nor any tool of iron, heard in
the town while it was in building," for it had the distinction of living and
dying without ever having had a house in it. The town was destroyed,
neither by fire nor by flood, but, a few strokes of the pen and Claysburgh
ceased to exist, for the present owner of the land, tired of paying town taxes
on a part of his farms, had Claysburgh wiped off the map.
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY.

In the early days of these villages, merchants, weavers, saddlers, cabinet
makers, brick makers, tinners and blacksmiths all plied their trades to supply
the necessities of the citizens. Farm produce was carried to the Cincinnati
market in Conestoga wagons, drawn by from four to ten horses, proudly bearing their large fur collars and arches of bells. Live stock was driven to
market. The log tavern at Fair Haven furnished entertainment for the drivers. Later this log tavern was replaced by "Bunker Hill," the large, threestory, brick building now owned by Miss Laura Harves.
Many a tale of wonderland was related by men who had been to Cincinnati, and hoys looked upon that trip as the goal of their ambitions. Women
did not expect to attain to such dizzy heights. They were quite content to
purchase their bonnets and gowns from the village milliners and storekeepers.
The left-over supply of last season's hats, minus the trimmings, were put on
the market as boys' hats. That the brims were narrow at the sides, stuck
up in the back and flared out in the front, was not considered a reasonable
objection to their sale. Merchants were honest and never misrepresented
their goods.
At one store, last week's eggs were still held at ten cents per dozen
because they had been bought at nine, but this week's supply could be purchased for eight cents because they had cost but seven. It is related of one
of the storekeepers that he carefully explained to a prospective buyer, who
was examining a set of furs, that the tails with which the set was trimmed
were not "real teals, for no animal livin' ever had more than one teal." But
he was also careful to protect his own rights. The little maid who had timidly asked for a pint of molasses was quite frightened by the stern rebuke:
"If molasses is sixty cents a gallon no man on earth could tell how much a
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pint would come to. Why can't you take a half gallon, sis? What's the use
of being so contrary ?"
There was a pork-packing establishment at Fair Haven which did a large
business in the forties, using barrels of home manufacture. With the coming of the railroads and good roads, making transportation easy, rural manufactories could not compete with the output from large factories, and the
business of the villages became limited to the merchants and the blacksmiths.
There is also a saw-mill at Morning Sun and one at Fair Haven. And there
is a cider-mill at the latter place, which does a large business in years when
fruit is plentiful.
Israel township's contributions to commerce are wholly farm products,
grain, live stock and poultry, but its people have ideals other than the mere
accumulation of property. To raise corn to feed hogs to sell; to buy more
land to raise more corn to feed more hogs to sell; to buy more land and so
on to the end of life, is not with them "the chief end of man." By the men
and the women who have made their life's work felt in the world, and who
have called Israel township home, must the township ever be known.
T H E WAR SPIRIT.

When war between the North and the South was declared and President
Lincoln had issued his call for volunteers, there was instant and generous
response by Israel township's boys. The sons of men who had fled from the
hated institution of slavery were ready to help the President strike the
shackles from the bondmen of the South. Many of the boys followed the
Union's flag through the five years of war, and many gave their lives for the
cause. On a beautiful mound in the cemetery at Fair Haven stands a monument erected to the memory of the township boys whose bodies fill nameless
graves in the Southland. There are eighteen names engraved upon it.
SONS W H O HAVE RISEN TO DISTINCTION.

Among Israel township's sons, she numbers more than forty who have
given themselves to the gospel ministry. And they are not wanting in doctors, lawyers, educators and journalists. In all these professions there have
been men who have risen to distinction. A very few have entered politics,
but from among these the township has been represented in Congress and in
the gubernatorial chair of one of the Western territories and the governorship
of the home state. Added to these, there is a great army of people in private
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life who, by their sterling qualities, have made their impress upon their home
communities. Near the close of his fifty years' pastorate, an Israel township
pastor was much cheered on being told that he was doing a grand work out
on the Pacific coast. In many other parts of.our country are men and women
who can point to Israel township as their spiritual birthplace. Indeed, it maybe said1 of her, as of the ancient city of Zion: "Jehovah will count when he
writeth up the peoples. This one was born thine."
EARLY SETTLERS.

Many of the early settlers were from the South, especially the Carolinas,
who, like the Quakers of Gratis township, objected so seriously to slavery
that they moved out. Before the Civil War, the village and vicinity of Morning Sun was one of the well-known stations of the "underground railroad,"
from which none was ever returned.
Joseph Kingery is claimed to be the first settler. In 1803 he settled in
section 32. Samuel and James Houston came a little later in 1803 and
built cabins near College Corner. William Ramsay came in 1805 and started
a home in section 23. In 1805 Abraham Miller settled in section 34. These
all came from Virginia.
Peter Ridenour, in 1806, settled in section 33, and next year built the
first mill and the first distillery. He came from Maryland and left a family
of sixteen children. In 1805, Joseph Caldwell, from North Carolina, settled
where Fair Haven now stands. Judge Caldwell, of Cincinnati, is one of his
descendants. In 1806, William McCreary, from South Carolina, settled in
section 36. In the same year Ebenezer Elliott, from the same state, settled
in section 26.
In 1806, the widow, Martha Faris, with her four children, from South
Carolina, settled on the farm of William McCreary, and the next year David
Faris, from the same state, settled on section 25. David McDill, from South
Carolina, settled on section 26 in 1806.
Caleb Pegg, in 1805, settled near Fair Haven. In 1807 came James
Royce, James Brown and Richard Slow, all from the Carolinas. Hugh McQuiston settled in section 24 in 1808. George R. Brown in 1809, John
Bishop in 1810, and Thomas McDill and William McGaw in 1811.
Just after the War of 1812, William Van Skiver, Samuel Bell, Samuel
Hamilton, James Marshall, Robert Gilmore, Joseph Steele, William Gilmore,
Jonathan Paxton and William Brown, William Hays, James Graham and
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others moved into the township, and nearly, if not quite, all left large families,
these names being among the most common in the township.
The first child born in the township is said to have been Hugh Elliott, in
1808. The first death was that of a little daughter of John Ramsay, in 1807.
It has been handed down as a tradition that for several years after the
first settlement of the township, the wild turkeys and squirrels were so plentiful that every spring the farmers had to stand guard over their newly planted corn for two or three weeks to keep them from destroying it. Also, it is
reported that just before the War of 1812 the fanners of the township suffered from a plague of mice, that overran everything for a yrear or two and
then disappeared as mysteriously as they came. In 1858, a South Carolina
planter named Sloan, desiring to free his slaves before he died, came to Morning Sun, bought some land east of the town and placed the freedmen on the
land, with the title thereto. He returned "home and died shortly afterward,
thus escaping the terrors of the Civil War, both for himself and his freedmen.
A number of the freedmen yet live in the township.
The towns of Fair Haven and Morning Sun are not incorporated.
College Corner is an incorporated village. Oxford township, Butler county,
is a college township, owned by Miami University. The first settlement at
the village was in the northwest corner of that township, hence the name.
But the village spread west across the state line into Indiana, and that is
now much the larger village.
On the Ohio side it spread north across the county line into Preble
county, and a few years ago they incorporated the village on the Ohio side;
it has about four hundred population, about equally divided between Butler
and Preble counties. W. R. Stewart is mayor. In 1893 the population became so great that the people of the two states got together and decided
that they ought to have a graded school, if it could be arranged. There is
a country road running north from the village on the state line. They had
the surveyor mark the line, and just at the north edge of the village they
erected a fine two-story, eight-room, brick school house, with a wide hall
through it, north and south, exactly straddling the state line, four rooms
on each side. The school has since been run by the joint board, each side
paying its proper proportion, and they have succeeded in maintaining a most
excellent school.
The headwaters of each of the streams named are tile ditches in Preble
county; Hopewell creek, in section 14, Dixon township; Four Mile creek, in
section 10, Jackson township, and Little Four Mile, in section 31, Jackson
township.

CHAPTER XVII.
DIXON T O W N S H I P .

Dixon township is township 7 of range 1 east. The western half
and southern third of the township is very flat and level and was originally swampy and wet. But the farmers have cleared the land and constructed many miles of main-line ditches, into which the farm ditches connect, so that the land is now well drained. In fact, the Fleisch ditch, so
named after Michael Fleisch, who filed the petition with the commissioners
for the ditch, is the longest and deepest ditch in the county, being at one
place, just north of the south line of section 5, about fourteen feet deep.
It is some six miles long, and into it flow many tile ditches. It is really the
head of Little Four Mile. These ditches, of course, have redeemed the
land, and it is today the heart of the corn belt, for Dixon township raises
more corn than any other township of the county.
The northeastern and eastern sections of the township may be described as rolling, but the slopes are so long and easy that the land is very
fertile. Four Mile creek crosses the township near the central part, and
for a short distance on either side lies the only land that can be called
broken.
Paint creek, as a county ditch, flows along the east line of section 1
for perhaps three-fourths of a mile, then crosses east and does not again
touch Dixon township.
FIRST

SETTLEMENT.

The first white man to settle in Dixon township was Eli Dixon, or
Dixson, as he wrote his name as county commissioner. He came in 1804,
with three brothers, and settled on the northwest quarter of section 11, on
the banks of a small creek, which ever since has been called Dixon's branch.
In 1809 he was elected county commissioner and served one term; was president of the board, and was, of course, instrumental in having the township
formed in 1812, after which he was elected justice of the peace and was a
captain of the militia. In 1818 Eli Dixon moved to Indiana and his further
history is lost to our people, but he had written his name indelibly into our
history.
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Benjamin Kercheval came from Kentucky in 1804 and settled on Four
Mile creek, in section 28. At his house the first election was held in 1808,
when Israel township comprised the whole west tier of townships, and
again in 1811, when Dixon township was set'off as it now exists, the first
election was held at his house. He erected the first mill ever built in the
township and it existed as a mill longer than any other here, being later
known and now remembered as the Niccum mill at Stony Point, on Four
Mile. He later sold the mill and is said to have moved on west to Indiana.
Benjamin Harris came early in 1806 and settled on a farm bordering
on a small stream that is yet called Harris run. Smith Charles came about
1807 and settled on Four Mile. In 1807 Paul Larsh came from Pennsylvania and settled on Four Mile land. He is said to have spent several
months living in a camp before he got his house built, in section 10, and
during the first year deadened the large timber, cut out the small timber
and planted six acres of com. Before his own crop grew he had to make
three or four trips to a mill on the Miami river, south of Hamilton some
two or three miles, taking two days to make the round trip, to get meal and
flour for family use. He was elected sheriff of the county in 1812, 1818
and 1820, serving three terms, was captain of the militia company, and
later was elected colonel of the regiment. He served six months as quarter-master during the War of 1812.
Paul Larsh had a family of eleven children, one of whom, Thomas J.
Larsh, was later for years one of the most prominent men of the county,
and C. B. Unger, the present owner and publisher of the Eaton Herald, is a
great-grandson. Paul Larsh, about 1829, removed to Wayne county, Indiana, and in 1867 went to Kaskaskia, Illinois, on business and died of the
cholera while there, and is there buried, being about eighty-five years old
at the time of his death.
In 1808 the Truaxes settled in the western part of the township, followed later by Carey Toney and others. The land was then swampy, but
is now the most fertile land in the township. Robert Runyon settled near
Sugar Valley in 1808, and shortly afterwards he had Josiah Simonson for
a neighbor. From 1808 to 1815 came Simeon Gard, Samuel Gordon,
Samuel Parks, Josiah Conger, Jacob Marshall, William Gray, Samuel Bell
and the Lybrooks, followed closely by the Rheas, Woodwards, Swishers,
Bristows and many others. The township settled up thereafter very rapidly,
for the census report of 1830 gave the township one thousand three hundred and sixty-six inhabitants.
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Newton Larsh has always been regarded as the first white child born
in the township. He was a son of Paul Larsh and was born while the family
were living in camp the first year of their arrival. There were three mills,
a carding-mill and three or four distilleries built in the early days, but all
are gone. In fact, there are only the remains of the Kercheval mill, while
all that remains of the others is memory. A child of Eli Dixon died in
1807, the first death in the township, and was buried in the little graveyard in the northwest quarter of section II, on the farm now owned by
Col. A. L. Harris.
About 1820 a man named Stratton bought the old Kercheval mill and
for a. number of years ran a store and grocery near the mill, and, about
1841, on the hill east of the mill, Stony Point postoffice was started, the first
one in the township. Then, some years later, a grocery store was started
at Sugar Valley and there is one there now. Afterwards a postoffice was
established at Sugar Valley, and, still later, one at Concord church, called
Ernest. They received their mail two or three times per week from Eaton,
but in these days of rural free delivery of mail the whole township is served
daily from Eaton and all postoffices have been discontinued.
There are no industries in the township but a couple of small sawmills, the whole attention of the people being turned to agricultural pursuits, in which they stand in the first rank. It is claimed, with much reason,
that Alexander Hart, in the southern part of the township, built and
operated the first tile-mill in the county.
SCHOOLS.

The first school house was built on the southeast quarter of section
24, about one-hundred rods from Sugar Valley, the school being taught by
John A. Daily, who was famous as a teacher in that early day. The school
was probably built about 1812. About 1814 John Taylor started a school
near West Florence. The township was later divided into nine sub-districts
and a good building erected in each, supplied by excellent teachers.
In 1914 there was a vote of the electors on a central school plan and
the issuance of bonds for thirty-eight thousand dollars to purchase land and
carry the plan into execution, and it.was carried by a large majority. A
site of six acres for the building was selected in the southeast quarter of
section 16, and they propose to have the plan fully in execution by October
1, 1915. The board of education now consists of five members, elected by
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the township, instead of one from each sub-district, as was the case a few
years ago.
CHURCHES.

The first church of the township was a Baptist church, and Ebenezer
Paddack informed the writer that, as a boy, some two or three years after
the War of 1812, he helped haul the logs to build the church on section 5,
known as the Michael Fleisch land. The church has long since disappeared.
The oldest existing church is the Methodist Episcopal church at Sugar
Valley. About 1830, or shortly after, a class was formed of that church,
from the members near Sugar Valley, and for some four or five years they
met at private houses. Then John C. Deem became pastor and started a
movement for a church. An old building was bought, moved, remodeled
and located at the northwest corner of the southeast quarter of section 24,
where it was used until about 1865, when it was burned. Then they erected
the present brick building, alongside the old site, at a cost of about three
thousand dollars, and the church now is in a prosperous condition. It has
about ninety members, with a Sunday school that probably enrolls a greater
number than the church.
The Concord Christian church was formed in November, 1840, under
the pastorship of Rev. Luther Fenton. The organization at that time consisted of only eight members, of whom only seven can now be named, the
early church records being probably lost. Their names are Moses Dooley,
Carey Toney, Jacob Cooper and his two daughters, Lavicey and Elizabeth,
Charles Collins and Alexander Rhea. They used the old township house
for a meeting house for several years, and in 1848 they erected a frame
church on the northeast quarter of section 16, costing about one thousand
dollars. Elder Levi Purviance was the pastor for some dozen years thereafter. In 1850 they organized a Sunday school and, the same year, laid
out the present cemetery alongside the church. As the years went by the
church became inadequate for their needs. A subscription for a new church
was started and land therefor purchased just across the road in the northwest quarter of section 16. A substantial brick church, forty by sixty feet,
built at a cost of something over four thousand dollars, was dedicated April
30, 1882, by Rev. Asa W. Coan. It stands on high land and adds to the
beauty of the country. The present membership is one hundred and thirtynine, and Rev. O. W. Powers is the pastor. They have the finest country
church building in the county and are justly proud of it. In, the fine weather
of spring and summer many Sunday visitors from the villages visit the
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church, for it is favorably known over a wide area.
tion was furnished by W. O. Ross, secretary.

The above informa-

NOTABLE CITIZENS.

Dixon township has furnished a number of our most prominent men
in the past century. John P. Charles, so well known to the people of the
county as a newspaper man, was born in the township in 1815, and was the
clerk of the first Legislature of Minnesota.
Andrew L. Harris was brought into the township by his parents while
a babe in arms, and grew to manhood there. He went into the army in
1861 as a private and came home at the close of the Civil War a general.
Since then he has held several offices and is the only man from this county
who became lieutenant-governor and governor of the state.
Thomas J. Larsh was native born. John Pinkerton, Newton Larsh,
Philip Lybrook and A. L. Harris, from this township, have served as representatives.
Some of the finest residences and farms of the county are within
Dixon township. Its citizens are generous and hospitable, and the people
of the township are more tolerant towards the religious bias of their neighbors than those of any other township of the county. They have just as
much respect for moral and religious duties as any, but they seem ever
ready to grant all the same rights demanded by themselves.

CHAPTER XVIII.
JACKSON T O W N S H I P .
By R. E. Morrow.

Jackson township is township 8 on the United States government survey, range I east: being the eighth township, north of the Ohio river, and in
the first row of townships east of the Ohio-Indiana line. The intention of
the government surveyors was to make the surveyed townships exactly six
miles square, with an area of twenty-three thousand forty acres. But, owing to the difficulty of running accurate lines in the dense forest which covered the land at the time the survey was made, and owing also, perhaps, to
some lack of skill on the part of the early surveyors, Jackson township
lacked something of being the standard size, and contains about twenty-one
thousand seven hundred acres of land.
NATURAL FEATURES.

The surface of the township is gently rolling, with sufficient slope of
the land in different directions to admit of very thorough drainage without
any very great trouble or expense in securing outlets. About one-third of
the township on the east side is drained by various small streams, which flow
eastward and empty into Seven Mile creek above Eaton. Another one-third
in the southwestern part of the township is drained by three or four different branches of Four Mile creek, which heads near Campbellstown in the
center of the township. Four Mile creek empties into the Miami river at
Hamilton, Ohio, and is joined a few miles above its mouth by Seven Mile,
which also takes its rise in Preble county.
A narrow strip of land along the northwest border drains into Adams
creek in Jefferson township. Adams creek empties into the east fork of
Whitewater, a short distance above Richmond, Indiana. With this exception, the northwest one-third of the township is drained by Elkhorn creek,
which rises in section 4 and flows in a southwesterly direction, emptying
into Whitewater river near Abington, Indiana.
While the greater part of the township is naturally well drained, yet
some parts are flat, with poor natural drainage, and in early times, in the
rainy seasons of the year, were covered to a large extent with ponds of
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water. One of these level sections extends from the northern part of section 15 in a northeasterly direction across section 2 into Jefferson township.
Another is located in the southeast corner of the township in sections 25
and 36, and was known at one time as the "Rich Woods." Still another one
is in the southwest quarter of the township and takes in the greater part of
sections 19, 30 and 31 and a part of section 32.
To get rid of the surplus water in these level sections, the owners of
the land resorted to surface and under-drains, using for the latter whatever
material they could get, but chiefly wood in some form. The first tile
drains were put down as early as 1862, possibly a little earlier, one of the
first being laid in April of that year in section 9. Since that time the work
has gone on continuously in all parts of the township and many thousands
of rods of tile have been put in the ground, to the very great improvement
of the land.
While the surface of the land has plenty of fall for drainage requirements, there is no hilly or broken land and all parts of the township can be
readily and easily cultivated. The soil for the most part is a clay loam,
interspersed with areas of black or mulatto soil. All kinds have a considerable admixture of sand and gravel, making them friable and easily cultivated. The land is fertile and productive and, under the careful and intelligent management of the farmers at the present time, the yield per acre of
the crops grown in the township is gradually increasing.
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS.

Below is given the average number of acres of the principal crops
grown in the township for the ten years, 1904-1913, also the highest and
lowest acreage and the year, as returned to the township assessors:
Corn
Wheat
Oats
Tobacco

Average.
4,810
3,364
764
171

Highest
1913—5.255
I907—3.970
1912—1,583
1907— 260

Lowest.
1908—4,353
1905—2,885
1910— 233
1911— 123

The following are the assessors' returns for the yield per acre:
Corn
Wheat
Oats
Tobacco

Average.
45 bu.
16 bu.
31 bu.
841 lbs.

Highest.
1913— 5 2 ^
1906— 2 2 ^
1912— 46
1906—1,021

bu.
bu.
bu.
lbs.

Lowest.
1904— 39
1912— 8 1-3
1908— 12
1904—700

bu.
bu.
bu.
lbs.
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In 1913 there were one thousand nine hundred and eighty-three acres in
timber. A small acreage of rye is grown, somewhat variable in amount. A
sufficient amount of garden crops and the different kinds of fruit are grown
to supply the home demand. The only fruit growing on a considerable commercial scale is done by J. S. Kuth, in section 6.
The newly sown crop of wheat was attacked by Hessian fly in the fall
of 1899, and again in the spring of 1900, and totally destroyed. Not a
bushel of wheat was harvested in the township that year.
The farmers of the township early learned the use and need of rotation of crops. The rotation followed has varied somewhat from time to
time, the rotation at the present time being chiefly corn, wheat and clover.
About the year 1883, or a little later, the use of commercial or chemical
fertilizers was introduced into the agriculture of the township, being used first
with wheat almost exclusively. Its use has gradually extended to other
crops, but it is still used very largely for wheat. Acid phosphate is in most
common use, generally the fourteen per cent, or sixteen per cent, grade.
Some experiments in the use of lime are being made and its use is likely
to be extended in the future.
Between twelve thousand and thirteen thousand bushels of wheat are
consumed in the township each year. The balance is sold to be shipped
away. In a general way, about ninety per cent, of the corn produced is consumed in the township, being fed to farm animals, to some extent to beef
cattle for market, but to a much larger extent to hogs.
According to the assessor's returns there were 880 horses in the township in February, 1914; 642 milch cows and 848 other cattle; 491 sheep, and
7,495 hogs. Farmers of the township have suffered considerable loss at
different times because of the ravages of hog cholera. In 1913 the loss
from this cause amounted to something over eleven hundred head, valued at
more than nine thousand dollars. It seems probable that the loss from this
source will be greatly reduced, if not entirely prevented, in the future by the
use of hog cholera serum.
EARLY HISTORY OF T H E T O W N S H I P .

The history of Jackson township begins, for our purpose, with the
coming of the white man. The Indian occupied the land before the white
man came. The Mound Builder was here before the Indian, and no doubt
some race, or possibly many races, lived here before the Mound Builder.
It was, and is, a goodly land and one which, we can well believe, has at-
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tracted man and beast through many ages. The Indian had gone, or was
going, as the white man came in. All the others had gone, and had left
but little in the way of record behind them, less in Jackson township than in
some other sections.
Probably the first settlement in Jackson township was made in the
year 1805 by Ayres Taylor, near Four Mile creek, in section 29. He entered
a quarter section of land and settled on it, but, being discouraged by the
hard life of a lone pioneer in the wilderness and despairing also of being
able to make the back payment on his land, he sold out the next year, 1806,
to Henry Paddack and went back to Kentucky. The United States government was selling land at that time on the following terms: Two dollars
per acre, either cash or in payments, one-fourth down, one-fourth in two
years, one-fourth in three years and one-fourth in four years. As the early
settlers had but little to sell and little or no market, it can be readily understood that making payments for land, even at two dollars an acre, was no
easy undertaking. Henry Paddack, who came from Kentucky, was more
fortunate than Taylor, or perhaps made of sterner stuff, and he stayed on.
He raised the first crop in the township and planted the first orchard. He
lived to see his family grow up around him, and died at an advanced age.
Many of his descendants are still living in the township.
In this same year, 1806, John McCormick settled about a half mile north
of Henry Paddack, and Robert McCormick built a log cabin in section 34,
but rented it to Rice Price, who became a permanent resident of the township. McCormick went back to Kentucky.
In March, 1807, Andrew Morrow settled in section 9, on Elkhorn
creek, coming from North Carolina. The same year, or the next, John
Hardin came from Germantown, Montgomery county, and settled lower
down on Elkhorn creek, near the state line.
During the next two or three years Michael Browell, David Sidwell,
John Bosworth, Amos Higgins, William Neal, and the three Wade brothers,
Joseph, John and William, settled near Hardin, and, together with others
who came later, formed what was known as the Elkhorn settlement. Settlers were coming in on the Indiana side at the same time, and as many of
them on both sides of the line came from Kentucky, the whole section of
country came to be known *as- "Kaintuck." John and James Melling, and
probably others, came in about the same time in the eastern part of the
township. John Wolf settled in 1811 in section io, John McCord about
the same time in section 4, William Cooper in section 34 and the same year,
Jacob Neff in section 36. Between 1812 and 1820 came Thomas Mc-
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Whinney and his family, including his three married sons, John, William
and Matthew, John Campbell, Jacob Cline, Jacob Swain, Jeremiah Frame,
Archibald Stark, John and George Morrow, brothers of Andrew Morrow,
John C. McManus, Jesse Stamback, James McCowen and family, including
his sons, John, William and James, and many others.
By this time the extreme pioneer conditions were passing away. Some
of these earty pioneers remained but a few years and then moved on. Others
became permanent residents and the descendants of many of them are still
numbered among the people of the township. The census of 1820 showed
there were 615 people living in the township. 'Immigration continued and
the population increased until in 1840 it reached 1,260. The population in
i860 was 1,578; in 1880, 1,296; in 1900, 1,255, a n c l ' n 191°, 1,157IMPROVED CONDITIONS.

With the passing of the years and the increase of population came improved living conditions. The one-room log cabin gave wave to the frame
dwelling, a little larger and more commodious. These, in turn, later on were
replaced by other dwellings, still larger and better arranged and more permanent. The log stable has been succeeded by large and well-aopointed barns
and other necessary buildings, until today the improvements on the average
Jackson township farm have cost thousands of dollars.
The value of land has gone up from two dollars an acre in 1805 to one
hundred dollars or more at the present time. The assessed valuation of real
estate in the township for taxation purposes in 1914 was $1,913,600.00; of
personal property, $504,620, and of the public utilities, $572,310, or a total
valuation of $3,014,460.00. The tax rate for all purposes is 8.9 mills, divided as follows; School levy, 4 mills; road, 1.65 mills; total township, 1.9
mills; county levy, 2.55 mills; state, .45 mills, form the total taxes levied and
collected.
PIONEER

LIFE.

It is difficult for us to realize or appreciate what the pioneer life meant
to the early settlers. Life was reduced to its simplest and lowest terms.
The father of the family was at once a farmer, a carpenter, often a blacksmith, a hunter, a tanner and a shoemaker. He might, on occasion, be
forced to turn his hand to some other trade, or even profession, and to
fail would mean hardship and suffering, or even death.
The mother was not only a mother and homekeeper, but she spun the
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thread, wove the cloth, and made the garments which clothed her children.
She helped with the necessary preparation of the raw material before it
was ready to spin, and in the hour of need she was the family doctor. Of
necessity, every family had to prove sufficient unto itself, and no better proof
could be offered of the wisdom and hard sense of the men and women
of that day than the fact that so often they proved equal to the occasion.
All honor to the courage, resolution and persistency of the pioneers who
made the present Jackson township possible.
ORGANIZATION OF J A C K S O N T O W N S H I P .

Jackson township became a separate township by act of the county
commissioners on December 18, 1816, being formed out of portions of Jefferson and Dixon townships. The first election was held at the house of
Adam Starr. John Starr and John McCord were elected justices of the
peace. William Stevens, who emigrated to Louisiana soon afterward, was
elected township clerk. It is not known who the other officers were. The
township house and township offices are located at Campbellstown, in the
center of the township. The township trustees at the present time are H.
E. Ashinger, John Barr and S. S. Hart. Frank G. Thompson is township clerk and James Shumate treasurer.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. •

The first meetings. of a religious nature were held at homes of the
early settlers. About 1810 a congregation of the Christian, or "New Light"
denomination was organized under the leadership of Elder David Purviance, who had come out from Kentucky a few years before and settled in
the southwest corner of what is now Jefferson township. Shortly afterward, probably about 1815, a frame church building was erected on the
Indiana side of the state line, opposite section 7 of this township. The
church and congregation adopted or received the name of Shiloh and became the religious center for miles around. The membership lived in both
states, but the greater part of it on the Ohio side. A graveyard was established nearby and many of the early settlers found a last resting place
there. Later on, the congregation declined in numbers and became extinct,
and the church building was removed many years ago. About the time the
Shiloh congregation became extinct—184O—a new congregation of the
same denomination was organized in the neighborhood around New West
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ville, and a church built there. After a few years the congregation declined
in numbers and became extinct.
In the year 1851, under the leadership of Elder James Neal, the Union
Chapel society, also of the Christian denomination, was organized in the
southeastern part of the township, and a church built on the township line
in section 25. This congregation held regular services until about 1890, and
occasional services a few years longer, when the society passed out of existence. In the year 1842 a Christian church was built at West Florence and
services were held there for a few years. In 1859 people belonging to different
denominations about West Florence, the Christians and Universalists leading, united together and built a large brick church, known as the People's
church. Services were held in this church for about twenty years, when
the organization, owing to differences among the members, passed out of
existence. Occasional services were held in the church until 1905. when
the church building finally became the property of the owner of the land
on which the building stood.
In the years 1899 a congregation of the Christian denomination was
organized and a modern and well-equipped church built at Campbellstown.
This society is strong and vigorous and promises to be a potent and lasting
influence in the future of the community. It will thus be seen that the
Christian denomination has had a church and congregation somewhere in
the township from the earliest times and has been a constant factor in the
religious life of the people. Among the ministers of this denomination have
been David Purviance, John Adams, Reuben Dooley, Josiah Conger, Levi
Purviance, James Neal, T. M. McWhinney, W. A. Gross, Hiram Simonton,
W. A. Broderick and Peter Sullivan.
In very early times a small congregation of the Methodist Episcopal
church was formed in the northern part of the township. They held services
first at the houses of members, but later in a building erected about 1825
for the purpose, on the farm of James Morse in section 3. This society
ceased to exist after a few years. It was succeeded about 1845, largely
through the efforts of Robert McCord, a local preacher, by a society which
had a church about a mile south of New Westville. This society continued
to hold services until about 1880, when it passed out of existence.
For more than sixty years, beginning with the year 1847, a Methodist
Episcopal congregation had a church and held services at New Hope. This
society has now ceased to exist and the church building is devoted to other
uses. Many of the ablest men in the Methodist Episcopal church ministered
(17)
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in the early days to the congregations in this township, John Durkin, Werter
Davis and W. H. Raper being among the number.
A congregation of the United Brethren existed from the earliest times,
partly in Jackson and partly in Washington township. At first, services
were held in the houses or bams of members, but about 1815 a log church
was built, and in the year 1830 a better house was erected near the township
line in Washington township. In 1847 a brick church was built in New
Hope and this became the home of the congregation. A handsome frame
building took the place of the brick structure in 1882, and this was remodeled
and improved in 1905. This society has had a continuous existence of more
than a hundred years, and has exerted a great influence on the life of the
people of that community. It is flourishing and vigorous and has before it,
apparently, many years of useful service. Rev. E. P. Huddle is the present
minister.
About 1872 a society of the Christian denomination was organized and
a church built at New Westville. Elder James Neal conducted services in
the church for a few years, when it passed under the control of the Main
Street Friends meeting at Richmond, Indiana. It has since been maintained
as a mission branch of that society. Rev. Irwin Stegall is the present minister.
The Baptists had a society at one time in the southwestern part of the
township and built a church about 1820, near the southeast corner of section
20. About 1840 the society passed out of existence, and a little later the
church was removed.
In 1900 a society of the Disciples, or "Campbellite" church, was formed
and a church built at Campbellstown. There have been no services in this
church for two or three years.
BURIAL

PLACES.

The first burial place in the township was in section 19 on the Indiana
line. The first person buried in this graveyard and the first who died in
the township was Thomas Hollet, a young man, who was killed by a falling tree. This cemetery is still used and is well care for. There was a graveyard at Shiloh church, but it was abandoned many years ago and is grown
up with bushes and small trees.
At a very early time there was a graveyard near. the northwest corner
of section 10. Only a few persons were buried there and it has long been
abandoned, and is now a part of the adjoining cultivated field. What is
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known as the Frame graveyard is in section 25. The first burial there was
in July, 1816. It is still used and properly cared for. The New Westville
graveyard adjoins the site of the New Westville Methodist church. The
first burial there was in September, 1845. It is still used as a burying
ground.
NEW

WESTVILLE.

New Westville was surveyed and platted by George Worthington, due
acknowledgment being made before Isaac Stephens, justice of the peace,
July 16, 1816, and this became the first town in Jackson township. The
town was known at first as Westville, and letters were addressed to McCowen's Cross Roads. The name was changed to New Westville in 1840,
when the postoffice was established.
The first store in the village was conducted by James McCowen. The
town thrived and grew, and in the forties was a place of considerable importance. A number of the people of the town died in the cholera epidemic of
1849. Others were frightened away, never to return, and the building of
the railroad, a mile away to the south, in 1852, was the finishing touch. The
town never recovered its former importance. The population at the present
time is about sixty-five. Milo Stegall keeps the general store.
WEST

FLORENCE.

West Florence was laid out by John McCowen in 1816, but the plat
was not recorded until March 18, 1835. McCowen named the proposed
town Knoxville, after the county seat of Knox county, Tennessee, his former
home. When the plat was received the name was changed to Florence, and
when the postoffice was established in 1839, the name was again changed
to West Florence. At first, part of the town was in Dixon township, but
for many years the town has been entirely in Jackson township. John McCowen had the first store, opened in 1816. P. C. Flora conducts a general store and does a good business. The population is about sixty.
NEW

HOPE.

New Hope was laid out by Daniel Hawk, June 11, 1841. . Additions
were made in 1842 by Abraham Leedy, and in 1847 by Jacob Cline. The
first store was kept by William Brown, and he became the first postmaster
April 2, 1844, the postoffice being called Upshur until it was discontinued.
The population is about one hundred.
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CAMPBELLSTOWN.

Campbellstown came into existence with the coming of the railroad in
1852. A station was placed at the center of the township and named Florence Station. The postoffice was named Campbellstown. Harvey McWhinney opened a general store soon after the railroad began business,
and bought and shipped grain and stock. Later he operated a saw-mill and
pork-packing establishment. McWhinney died in 1863, and a few years
later the packing business was discontinued. O. B. Cooper has the general
store at the present time and W. C. Swisher ships grain and live stock.
Both do a good business. Miss Amy Arrasmith has charge of the postoffice.
The population of Campbellstown is about one hundred. C. C. Gard ships
live stock from Riota, and Richards Brothers & Company run the grain
elevator at that place. I. N. Watts owns and operates the only saw-mill in
the township at the present time, at "Jughandle," on the Eaton and Richmond pike, in section 10. A saw-mill has been operated continuously at
that place since 1850.
HIGHWAYS.

The first roads in the township probably were made by the settlers in
their efforts to get to their newly purchased lands with their wagons. These
trails were afterward extended in different directions as the requirements
of the settlers made it convenient or necessarv. For a long- time but little
in the way of improvement was attempted, and the roads remained practically in a state of nature. About 1810 a road was surveyed and opened
across the township from Eaton to Richmond, entering near the middle
of the east line and leaving at the northwest corner of the township. About
the year 1837 a company was formed for the purpose of grading and graveling this road and making a toll road out of it. It was completed to the
Indiana line in the fall of 1844, the gravel being placed on the portion from
New Hope westward in that year. The gravel was hauled from banks a
little more than a mile west of the Indiana line. It remained a toll road
until the year 1886, when it was turned over to the county to keep up. For
forty years it was practically the only improved road in the township. About
the year 1885 the people began in earnest the work of improving their
roads. When once begun, the work of improvement went on rapidly and
at the present time there is scarcely a mile of unimproved road in the township. The supply of gravel has been nearly exhausted and crushed stone is
taking its place for repairing the roads.
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In 1852 the Hamilton, Eaton & Richmond railroad was built across
the township, very largely through the aid of local capital. The building
of this road resulted in greatly improved markets.
In the year 1902 the Dayton & Western Traction Company began
the construction of an electric road from Eaton to Richmond, Indiana, following the line of the Eaton and Richmond turnpike. The work of construction was completed the next year, 1903. On July 4, 1903, cars were
run from New Westville to Eaton during the day, carrying passengers, but
regular service was not inaugurated until two or three months later.
During the year 1901, the Eaton Telephone Company extended its
lines into the township, something near one hundred patrons becoming subscriber's. Service was begun in October of that year. The Jackson township business was handled at first through an exchange at Campbellstown,
but later this was abandoned and the telephone connected directly with the
exchange at Eaton. There are now about one hundred and sixty subscribers
in the township.
Sometime during the year 1900 the United States government established a rural free mail delivery route out of Richmond, Indiana, which
gave sendee to about twenty families in the northwestern part of Jackson
towuship. About a year later this route was extended to include about thirty
more families. April I, 1902, E. H. Cook began delivering mail on a route
starting from Campbellstown and which gave service to about one hundred families. Other routes starting from Eaton which had begun delivering mail February 1st of the same year, gave service to a large number
of families in this township. A readjustment of the routes early in the
year 1906 gave service to all the families in the townships. After eleven
years of carrying the mail, Mr. Cook resigned as mail carrier and J. W.
O'Hara took his place March 16, 1913, and is still acting in that capacity.
SCHOOLS.

In the first years of the settlement of Jackson township the population was too sparse and the families too far apart to make it possible to
establish or keep up schools. There was little or nothing in the way of a
school system. There were no public school funds whatever, and the early
schools were all "pay>" or subscription schools, maintained wholly at the expense of the patrons. The school houses were built of logs (in one case
an abandoned blacksmith shop was used as a school house) and were lacking in about everything that goes with a modern school house. The school
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term was short, not over three months, and about all there was of the school
was a teacher, often with little qualification, and the children, eager to
learn. The schools were far apart and apparently were changed about from
one neighborhood to another. Thus the children of one family, living near
the east line of section 9 attended a school one winter near the present site
of the New Westville graveyard; another winter the school was nearly a
mile over into Jefferson township, and another winter it was near the east
line of section II. The children made their way through the dense forest
as best they could.
The first school house in the township, it is said, was built on the present
site of West Florence in the year 1814, and the first school was taught
there the next winter by John Taylor, known to his neighbors as "the little Scotchman." There were twenty-five children in the school and it was
very- difficult to get that many. Taylor appears to have been a good teacher,
and afterward taught in other parts of the township. Jesse Hopkins was
another one of the early teachers, and still another was Alexander Barr, a
native of Ireland, wdio grew up to manhood in that country. He was a
very well educated man for that time. He moved with his family from
Pennsylvania in the year 1815, and made a home in the southern part of
Jefferson township. He taught school for many years in southern Jefferson and northern Jackson. As the pioneer conditions passed away the
township was divided' into nine sub-districts, with a school house in each
one, at first built of logs, but succeeded later by frame houses. During the
years 1869 to 1872 substantial brick school houses were built in all the districts, with spacious yards and necessary outbuildings.
- In April, 1895, the voters of the township decided, by a majority of
twenty-eight, to establish a township high school. A handsome and convenient building was erected, at a cost of five thousand dollars, and school
commenced early in October, with R. K. DeMotte as teacher and fifteen
pupils in attendance. The length of term was six months each year and
the course of study covered three years. The term has since been extended
to eight and one-half months and the course of study to four years. In
the fall of 1896 Mr. DeMotte was elected county surveyor and B. S. Davis
took his place in the high school in the fall of 1897. He, in turn, was succeeded three years later by C. R.' Coblentz, the present township superintendent. In November, 1912, the voters of the township gave a majority of
seventy in favor of centralizing all the schools of the township. Because
of decreased attendance many of the schools had already been consolidated.
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The following facts relating to the schools are furnished by Mr. C. R.
Coblentz, township superintendent:
Township high school, established 1895; c o s t °f building, $5,000.00,
now township house. Consolidation of sub-districts began in 1910; completely centralized since January 1, 1913.
Bond issue for present centralized school building voted in January,
1910; amount, $15,000 at 5 per cent., $1,000 payable annually, with accrued
interest. First direct vote on centralization, November, 1910, defeated by 23
votes.
New building occupied January 1, 1911, by high school and six subdistrict schools, New Hope, New Westville and No. 7 schools being left
out. No. 7 brought to the central school on September 1, 191 T. New Westville school brought in in September, 1912.
Second vote on centralization, November, 1912, carried by seventy
votes. Last school, New Hope, brought in January 1, 1913, completing the
consolidation of all the schools in the Central school.
COST.

Central school building
Heating and ventilating system
Acetylene light system
Barn, 120 ft. by 30 ft., outhouses, walks, etc
Water system installation
Four acres of land—.
Total

$19,572.00
3,100.00
300.00
1,200.00
432.oO
1,100.00
$25,704.00

PRESENT

SYSTEM.

Transportation: Hacks, 11; average cost, new, $175.00; owned by township. ' Drivers, 11; two paid $2.25 per day, eight paid $2.50 per day; and one
paid'$2.75 per day. Drivers under contract and bond of $100 to carry out
contract to satisfaction of board of education.
PUPILS.

Enrollment, 1913-1914—
Elementary
High school

185
54

Total

239
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Enrollment 1914-15—
Elementary
High school

191
62

Total
253
High school enrollment, 1910, year before consolidation, 37; now, 62.
Graduates of high school, not including class of 1915—
Boys
_
59
Girls
57
Total

116
TEACHERS.

Present Corps: Edna Horner, first and second grades, salary, $60 per
month; Mabel Cail, third and fourth grades, sewing, $60 per month; Myrtle
Benham, fifth and sixth grades, cooking, $60 per month; W. H. Wisman,
seventh and eighth grades, $65 per month; Clarence Thompson, high school,
manual training, $65 per month; Blanche Rinehart, high school, $100 per
month; J. S. DcDivitt, principal of high school, $112.50 per month; C. R.
Coblentz, superintendent, $1,200 per year.
Average wages of teachers below high school, fifty cents per day higher
than before centralization of schools. Average teaching experience of entire
corps, eleven years. Length of school term, now eight and one-half months.
Board of Education: W. W. Gard, president; B. F. Campbell, vice-president ; C. F. Miller, J. H. McWhinney, G. A. Laird.
The course of study includes sewing and cooking and manual training in
the grades. The high school course of study includes one and one-half years
each in algebra and geometry, one year in physics, and four years in Latin.
Instruction is also given in agriculture in the high school.
The Central school building is large, well arranged, well appointed and
up-to-date in every respect. The school has been brought to a' high degree
of efficiency through the labors of Superintendent Coblentz and his faithful and capable corps of assistants, and everything pertaining to the school is
in every way creditable to the township.
T H E OUTLOOK.

Coming now to the end of Jackson township's first century, it may not
be amiss to look forward for a moment into the future. The gift of prophecy
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is given to few, if any, men, but some just concept may be formed of what is
to come by what has passed. In very truth, the coming event casts its shadow
before.
With a school system which comes near being a model of its kind in
meeting the needs and requirements of the people which it serves; with roads
which are already good, and which presently are to be made better by the
application of newer and more efficient methods; with steam and electric railroads and auto-vehicles to solve the problem of transportation; with all the
world brought near by the telegraph, the telephone and the free delivery of
mails; with the inventions and discoveries of the coming years, whose benefits
are to be for country as well as town, and, finally, with a population, intelligent, progressive and capable of grasping and using the good that is in all
these things, surely for Jackson township and Jackson township's people
"the pathway of the future is spanned by the bow of promise."

CHAPTER XIX.

'

"

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP.
By C. W. Bloom.

The fonnation of Jefferson township as a separate entity as it now exists,
is fully set out in the chapter on Organization of the County. Suffice it to
state that in 1916 the township will round out a century as now formed.
If there were any further public records of the early organization they
were very meager and have not been preserved. It is proable that there was
not, for several years, any real official organization, for the population was
sparse, consisting only of a very few settlers who had established themselves
in log cabin homes in little "clearings" they had made in the primeval forest
which covered practically the entire territory of the township. In this dense
native woods were thousand of noble and giant specimens of oak, ash, walnut,
poplar and other now valuable timber, and thousands of feet of it was split
into rails or burned to make room for cultivation of crops. Not until 1829,
so far as any available records reveal, was there a board of trustees, and
this first one was composed of James Jackson, James Graham and John Campbell.
PHYSICAL FEATURES.

Jefferson is the northwest township of the county, and lies along the
Indiana-Ohio state line. Darke county is on the north, Monroe township on
the east and Jackson on the south.
A watershed, which passes through Somers, Israel, Dixon and Jackson
township, enters Jefferson in section 33, trends nearly north into section 22
and then east and northeast into the northwest corner of Monroe, through
section 12 of Jefferson. This divides the waters flowing westerly into Whitewater and easterly into Seven Mile creek, which takes its rise in section 22,
in a county ditch, which runs southeasterly and passes out of the township a
short distance below the hamlet of Gettysburg.
The most easterly branch of Whitewater, known as Little creek, draws
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the water from the western slope of the dividing ridge, and the eastern slope
of a smaller ridge running between the branch stream and Whitewater creek.
Elkhorn creek has its source in the drainage ditches of section 34 on the
south boundary of the township and just east of the main ridge.
In the southwestern part a short spur of the main ridge runs west and
empties its southern waters into another branch of the Whitewater and the
northern waters into the creek proper.
Entering at the middle of the western boundary, and passing northeast
and north.through section 18, 8 and 5, is a ridge separating the waters of
Whitewater on the east from those of a smaller stream on the west.
The landscape of Jefferson township is varied and very pleasing in its
scenic features. The southeastern half is greatly rolling, and excellent agricultural land, while in the northwestern part, along the course of the larger
streams, the surface is more rugged, the hills, in places, being suggestive of
a mountainous country, though these hills are not lacking in fertility and produce good crops. Extensive and charming views are obtained from almost any
one of the range of hills bordering the Whitewater in the neighborhood
of New Paris. North and south may be seen the silvery thread of the
stream, winding between the bordering hills, while to the west the horizon
loses itself in the beautiful hills of Indiana.
All along the Whitewater and its tributaries are enormous deposits of
excellent gravel, the sedimentary deposits, no doubt, of the glacial epoch.
This gravel is first-class material for road buildings and has been utilized
to the extent that practically all of the seventy-five miles of road in the
township is good, graveled highway. These roads are well cared for by the
authorities and are known as among the best in the county. These deposits
of glacial gravel are of enormous extent and. many of them are yet practically untouched. Originally there extended across the township from
northwest to southeast a glacial moraine of granite boulders,, many.of them
of great size, and in places in great number, but as the land has been cleared
and brought under cultivation they have been gradually removed by the
fanners until they are no longer much in evidence.
In the valley in the vicinity, of New Paris there is an.outcrop of limestone of the Niagara group, one hundred feet in thickness and of the best
quality. From very early days this has been quarried for building stone
and hundreds of thousands of bushels of lime have been burned and shipped.
Changing conditions, however, within recent years have led to the abandonment of both these industries, and now the stone is quarried and crushed
for the market in one of the largest crushing plants of the state.
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STATISTICS.

The area of the township embraces 22,095 acres of farm land, valued
for taxation at $1,610,680. Adding to this real estate of New Paris,
$403,870, gives a total valuation of real property of $2,014,550. The personal property of the township is $1,118,730, and of New Paris $409,910,
a total of $1,528,640, or a total valuation of the entire township of
$3,543. : 90.
SETTLEMENT.

The original settlers, who came here to divide the occupancy of the
primeval forest with the Indians, arrived about 1806. They came principally
from Kentucky and most largely from Bourbon county in that state. Most
prominent among them were the Flemings, Irelands, Purviances, Morrisons
and Mitchells. All of these families acted prominent parts in the early history of the township, and a few of their lineal descendants are still found
here. Most, if not all, of these early settlers stopped in the western part
of the township, along the Whitewater, but it is notable that they built their
houses, not on the lowlands of the' valley, which were then, no doubt, wet
and swampy in most places, but on'the hillsides and more elevated locations,
and usually near a spring of water.
Among the very earliest settlers of Jefferson township and one of the
most prominent and influential in shaping the affairs of the new country,
was David Purviance. Pie was born in Iredell county, North Carolina, in
1766. His parents, who were strict Presbyterians, reared him in that faith
and he was thoroughly drilled in the catechism. At the age of twentythree, he married Mary Ireland, who also was among the early settlers of
Jefferson township. Soon after his marriage they emigrated to Tennessee
and settled near Nashville. From there he later removed to Kentucky and
settled on a farm in Bourbon county. His land, covered with a heavy forest
and thick canebrake, was difficult to clear and presented difficulties involving
much labor and privation. But here he toiled until 1791, when he was selected as a representative to the state Legislature. Then it was that his
abilities were first revealed and it was discovered that he was really a great
man. In 1807 he emigrated to Ohio and settled in section 31 of Jefferson
township. He was a pioneer preacher and among his first activities was
the organization of a church of the New Light, or Christian, faith, to which
Elder Purviance had given his adherence during his residence in Kentucky.
He had not lived here long until the fame of his powerful speeches in the
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Kentucky Legislature followed him. In the fall of 1809 he was selected
to represent Preble and Montgomery counties in the state Legislature and
served one term of two years. In 1812, the district having been changed,
he was elected to the Senate by the counties of Preble, Darke and Miami,
where he served four years. He was in the Senate at the time that Columbus was made the capital of the state. He was instrumental in securing the
location of Miami University at Oxford, and for many years was a trustee
of that institution. Although coming from a slave state, he was much opposed to the institution of slavery and while in the Ohio Legislature his
vigorous support of a bill for the repeal of the "black laws of Ohio" made
him, for the time, very unpopular. But he never wavered in his convictions
on the subject and his efforts on behalf of the slaves were never relaxed.
In 1826 he was again elected and he always took a strong interest in political
affairs. In the Legislatures of Kentucky and Ohio together he served fifteen sessions, and he was also on the electoral ticket in 1812 when James
Madison was re-elected President. He died in 1848 and lies buried in the
old cemetery at New Paris.
A SOLDIER OF

l8l2.

Elder Levi Purviance was the oldest son of Elder David Purviance
and was a worthy successor to him. He was born in Iredell county, North
Carolina, in 1790, and moved with his parents to Tennessee, and thence to
Kentucky. At the age of sixteen he came with his father to Jefferson
township and assisted him in the work of clearing his land. During the first
year he cleared six acres and put it in corn, and this was probably the first
corn ever raised in the township by white men. In 1811 he was married to
Sophia Woods, of Wayne county, Indiana. In 1812 he volunteered and
served in the army at Fort Nisbet under the command of Capt. Silas Fleming. Fort Nisbet was located just across the north line of Jefferson township, on the edge of Darke county, and was one of the numerous forts erected
in this section as defenses against the Indians. In 1823 he was ordained a
minister of the gospel and continued in this work until the time of his death.
All this time, except ten years spent in Illinois, was spent in'Ohio, five years
in Miami county, five in Warren and the remainder in Darke and Preble
counties. Elder Purviance was the constant attendant of his father, and
when David died Levi took up his mantle. About 1852 he removed to Morristown, Illinois, and after ten years returned to Ohio. After preaching for
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some time in Covington and Franklin, Ohio, he accepted a call to Eaton and
died there April 9, 1873, m m s eighty-third year.
David Ireland was born in 1765 in North Carolina. His father, John
Ireland, was a native of Ireland and his mother of Irish descent. They emigranted to Tennessee, whence they came to Jefferson township in 1808 with
their son. David was born in North Carolina and was a Revolutionary
soldier, being only seventeen years of age when he enlisted, and was elected
captain of a company. He died in 1847. His last surviving son, James Ireland, died nearly thirty years ago, at a good old age, at his home a short distance north of New Paris.
John Harvey was another pioneer who came from Tennessee in 1808
and settled on a farm in sections 4 and 5. John Wasson came from Kentucky in 1810. James Fleming came from Kentucky about 1808. He was
one of the most enterprising citizens of the new community and was noted
for being closely identified with every enterprise calculated to promote its
interests. He was one of the founders of New Paris. His brother, Judge
Peter Fleming, who was also closely identified with every interest of Jefferson township, settled about the same time just over the line in Indiana
between New Westville and Richmond.
John Mitchell, born in North Carolina in 1784, emigrated to Kentucky, and in 1810 came to Jefferson township and settled in section 14.
His sons, Franklin and Samuel, the last remaining members of his family,
died here, the former in 1905 and the latter in 1909.
Lewis Mitchell was born in Kentucky in 1796 and emigrated to Jefferson township with his parents, Elijah and Sarah Mitchell, in 1807. He
died here in 1857.
Adam Reid, who was born in Rockbridge county, Virginia, about 1788,
settled in this township about 1810, where he died in 1840. His son, William B. Reid, who was the last survivor of a family of five children, was a
well-known citizen of the township until his death, in 1891. In his earlier
manhood he conducted a hatter's shop in New Paris, and later was a successful and prosperous farmer, and for many years owned and operated
the farm now owned by his grandson, E. R. Clark, in section 32.
John Curry, progenitor of a numerous family, many of whom yet remain, was born in Pennsylvania in 1804 and emigrated to this township in
1814. In 1832 he married Nancy Ann Brinley, who was born in New Jersey in 1808.
Thomas W. Porterfield was born in Virginia in 1777. His wife, Cynthia Ireland, was born in 1791, and died in 1869. They emigrated from

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.:!

27I

Tennessee at a very early day and entered two. hundred and forty acres of
land in section 8 of Jefferson township. They arrived here before the woodman's axe had touched the native forest, and built a cabin, but the Indians
were so troublesome that they returned to Tennessee and remained there
until the close of the War of 181-2, when Mr. Porterfield returned and cleared
his land.
It is notable that nearly all of these pioneers came from Southern
states, which were then slave territory, and, almost without exception, they
held the strongest convictions against the institution of slavery, a fact which
doubtless accounts in a large part for their emigration to the wilderness
north of the Ohio, which was free from the hated institution. Thus was
founded new communities in which were sown seeds of the conflict which,
fifty years later, culminated in the elimination from the nation of this relic
of barbarism.
Hugh Marshall was born in Kentucky in 1789. In the year 1813 he
emigrated to Ohio and settled in section 16 of Jefferson township. He had
married Elizabeth Pitts in 1811 and his wife and child were his only companions during the journey. It is related of them that their only possessions
were a horse, a kettle and a feather bed. The latter was used by Mrs. Marshall as a saddle, as she rode, carrying the baby and the kettle, her husband
performing the journey on foot by her side. They had a family of eleven
children, one of whom, Hannah, married James Brown. Her son, W. A.
Brown, still resides in New Paris.
Michael Hahn, who was born in Cincinnati in 1794, emigrated to Jefferson township in 1816 and settled in section 7. He was the father of
Joseph Hahn, who was born in 1812 and came here with his parents at the
age of four years. The remainder of his life was spent in the township,
most of it on the old farm, but in his later years he removed to New Paris,
where he died in 1889. He is yet remembered by many of the older citizens as a man distinguished for the uprightness and probity of his life.
John Brinley, who was born in New Jersey in 1782, emigrated to Butler county, Ohio, in 1811, where he remained until 1816, when he removed
and settled in section 14 of Jefferson township.
James Norris, born in Maryland in 1781, afterward moved to Pennsylvania, whence he moved to Ohio in 1816, settling in section 35 of Jefferson.
His son, Jolnr- McD. Norris, succeeded him on the old place. ••••. •
Gideon Garretson was born in Delaware in 1776, and in 1818 emigrated
to Ohio and settled in section 18 of Jefferson.
William Stockton, born in 1790, in New Jersey, came to Hamilton
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county, Ohio, in 1804, thence removing to Butler country and in 1818 to
Preble county, where he settled in section 11 of Jefferson township.
Andrew Scott was born in Ireland in 1819, and, when only two years
of age, emigrated with his parents, Robert and Jane Scott, to Rockbridge
county, Virginia. In 1829 they came to this township and settled in section 19.
Samuel King, born in Warren county in 1808, came to Preble county
in 1818 and settled in Monroe township. His son, Samuel King, Jr., afterward lived for many years on the farm in section 34 of Jefferson township, the same that is now occupied by his son, James A. King.
Peter Bilbee, born in 1803, came with his parents, Peter and Isabella
Bilbee, in 1820 and settled in section 23.
John Swerer came from New Jersey about 1820. His children were
Lewis, George, Warren, Agnes and Sarah.
James Harvey Young emigrated to Ohio in 1831 and settled in section 22.
John McFadden was born in 1794 in Virginia, and emigrated to Ohio
in 1834, settling in section 22 of Jefferson township.
James Woofter was born in Virginia in 1796 and emigrated to Ohio
at the age of nineteen. He came to Preble county in 1827. In 1833 he
built a flouring-mill a short distance north of New Paris, and this was afterward operated for many years by his son, Daniel F. Woofter. The latter
finally lost his life in the mill by a fall through a hatchway. He was captain of Company F of the One Hundredth and Fifty-sixth Regiment, Ohio
Volunteer Infantry during the summer of 1864.
James Graham, a great hunter, came from Virginia about 1822. He
was considered the best shot in the township.
Thomas Miller came from Ireland in 1824 and settled on a farm in
the very center of the township. His children, Robert and Joseph Miller
and Mrs. Mary Graham, were well-known and respected citizens of the
county, but are all now dead.
Arthur Duffield, born in Pennsylvania in 1810, settled in Gettysburg",
in this township, in 1838. For eighteen years he kept a general store and
finally became an extensive land owner.
John McKee came from Pennsylvania in 1822 and settled in section 14.
William McKee came to Jefferson township in 1822 from Pennsylvania.
Andrew McKee was born in Pennsylvania in 1802 and came to this
county in 1822 with his parents. He died in 1870.
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John Harshman was born in Virginia in 1792, and came to Jefferson
township and settled in section 26 about the year 1822. He was the father
of Franklin, William and Daniel Harshman. The latter served as county
commissioner and in other official positions.
Daniel Jaqua, unlike most of the pioneers of Jefferson township, was
not from the Southern States, but was born near Kinderhook, New York,
in 1787. After various removals to Pennsylvania and Cincinnati, Ohio, he
finally, in 1824, reached this county and located on a farm in Jefferson
township, from which he cleared the native forest. He died in 1871. His
son, Reuben Jaqua, was one of the early school teachers of the county and
is yet well remembered by many of his former pupils.
MARTYRED FOR H I S PRINCIPLES.

One of the best remembered of the early citizens of Jefferson township was Thomas Barber, who became martyr to his anti-slavery principles
in 1858 or 1859. He emigrated to Kansas about that time, just as the
breaking out of the "Kansas troubles" over the question of the extension of
slavery. True to his principles, he took an active part in the contest there
and soon became known as one of the hated "abolitionists." He was shot
by an assassin. The poet, Whittier, thus honored his memory:
"Plant the buckeye on his grave,
For the hunter of the slave
In its shadow cannot rest;
And let martyr, mound and tree
Be our pledge and guaranty
Of the freedom of the west!"
Coming down to later times in the history of the township and bridging the period between the days of the pioneers and the present, we may
mention a few of the citizens who were" more or less prominent in the business and political life of the township.
• Samuel Smith came from his native state of Pennsylvania in 1838
and settled in section 20 of Jefferson township, on the farm adjoining the
east corporation line of New Paris. In 1840 he bought the mill here formerly
built and owned by Peter Fleming, and for thirty-three years operated it.
In those days almost every mill had as an adjunct a distillery, or, as they
were generally known then, a "stillhouse," and Smith's was no exception.
(18) '
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However, after a few years this feature of the enterprise fell into disuse
and was abandoned. Mr. Smith was also engaged for many years in the
stone and lime business and owned and operated the extensive quarries and
kilns located on the northern outskirts of New Paris. He was succeeded
in business by his sons, Thomas J. and William C. Smith, the latter operating
the milling business, while the former conducted the stone and lime enterprise on an extensive scale for a number of years during the seventies and
eighties. Mr. Smith died in 1879.
Thomas J. Smith, who was born in 1841 and married Nellie McPherson in 1863, was prominent in the township for many years for the large
employment he gave to labor in the extensive lime and stone business which
he conducted. H e it was who first conceived the improvements in the New
Paris quarries, which finally led up to the extensive crushing plant now in
operation there. It Was while engaged in making the excavation for the
railroad track leading into the quarries in 1892, that he lost his son and
business partner, Nathan J. Smith, who was killed by the fall of a large
derrick. This was a hard blow to Mr. Smith and his own death followed
in 1893, largely the result of exposure and overwork, leaving his cherished
plans incomplete and to be carried into execution by others. Mr. Smith is,
perhaps, best remembered by his useful devotion and incessant labors through
many years in the temperance cause. Himself a victim, in his earlier years,
of the liquor habit, he became interested in 1877 in the "Murphy movement."
For the remainder of his life he remained true to the total abstinence pledge
which he then took. For years he was the official head of the temperance
organization in New Paris, always present at the numerous meetings that
were held, frequently visited other localities to organize and assist the work,
and, though one of the busiest of men in his large business activities, he
was never too busy to lend a helping hand in the work of the reform which
was ever nearest his heart. Of him it ma}' truly be said that he was one of
those "whose good works do follow them."
Saul Thomas came to western'Ohio in 1817, where he lived until his
death, in 1880. Most of that time was spent in or near New Paris. He
was a veteran of the War of 1812 and for seventy years was an active business man.
James Paul came to Jefferson township from Adams county, Ohio, in
1836. He was the father of James H. Paul, who died in 1891.
Dr. Albert Hawley, born in Warren county, in 1822, after graduating
in medicine in 1846, settled at Gettysburg, where he continued in the practice of medicine until a few years before his death, which occurred in 1913.
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Duval Swain, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1810, came with his
parents first to Jackson township, whence they afterward removed to section 22 of Jefferson. Here he died in 1888.
George Crubaugh, born in Pennsylvania in 1808, came to Jefferson
township in 1840 and occupied a farm in section 24.
Guy Bloom, son of Joseph and Rebekah Bloom, was born in Pennsylvania in 1816. He came to Ohio with his parents in 1827, and they settled
in Darke county. In 1845 n e married Hannah Frances Jamison and they
settled on a farm in section 34 of Jefferson, which he improved and made
one of the best in the township. His death occurred in 1883 and that of
his wife in 1889.
John Coblentz was born in Maryland in 1825, and came to Darke
county, Ohio, with his parents in 1829. In 1869 n e removed to Jefferson
township, locating on a farming in section 4 and 5.
In the War of 1812, Jefferson township furnished her full quota of
soldiers, and in the Civil War it was almost depopulated of able-bodied men,
nearly all of whom responded to the call to arms.
T H E SCHOOLS.

The first school house in Jefferson township was built on the McGrew
farm, two miles north of New Paris. It was a log structure of the characteristic type of the rude architecture of that day, having a puncheon floor
and puncheons around the sides for writing desks. There was a fireplace
seven feet wide in one end and it is related that in cold weather, when sufficient fire was maintained for comfort, a volume of flame rolled from the
low mud chimney. Economy of fuel was not then necessary to be considered. John Ireland is thought to have been the first teacher, and he was
succeeded by Clements Ferguson, then a young medical student who afterward became a leading physician of the community. Among other early
teachers was Thomas Buman. In 1838 the township was divided into ten
sub-districts.
The first school house in New Paris was built very shortly after the
founding of the town, for those early settlers were men of intelligence and
believed in affording their children facilities for obtaining the best education possible, though at that time this was meager enough as compared with
the courses now. The "three R's" comprised about all that the average pupil
was expected to acquire, and grammar and geography were regarded as the
higher branches. This first school house was located in the western part
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of the town at the corner of what is now Main street and Whitewater avenue, about where the residence of Miss Frances Kirkpatrick stands. It was,
of course, of logs and primintive to the last degree in every appointment. A
few years later it was decided to build a larger and better school house,
and, accordingly, a frame building was erected on Cherry street, nearly
opposite where the Christian church now stands. It consisted of two rooms
and was considered quite a fine building. It was doubtless as much a source
of pride at that time as a twenty-five thousand dollar building would be now.
It served as the educational center of the town for many years, until 1868,
when it was sold and converted into a dwelling.
In the year just mentioned, the need of a better gradation and more
room for the ever-growing school having become urgent, the local board
decided to erect a two-story brick building. This was done, on the large
lot in the east part of the town. Ten years later, in 1878, an addition of
equal size was added to it. The idea of the high school, and a more extended course of study, was then coming into prominence, and the enlarged
building afforded scope for its development. Among the earlier superintendents of the enlarged school were Abner Hahn, James McNeill, E. J.
Thomas, and others. In 1884 F. S. Alley, a native of Union county, Indiana, was employed as superintendent. He served in that capacity until
1891, when he removed to Ripley, Ohio, to take charge of the schools of
that city. To Professor Alley, perhaps, more than any other single individual, was due the credit of the organization and development of the New
Paris schools, which has made them among the best in the county. He it was
who revised the course of study and systematized the work of the high
school, which had not previously reached the stage of real organization.
Professor Alley was succeeded for several years by E. L. Thomas, and he
by C. R. Coblentz, himself a graduate of the school. In 1900 Superintendent B. S. Dairs took charge and continued until the close of the term
in 1914, when he resigned to accept the district superintendency. Superintendent Glenn J. Noggle is now at the head of the schools.
MILLS AND

FACTORIES.

The water power afforded by Whitewater creek was liberally utilized
at an early day. About 1814, John Ireland erected the first grist-mill in
the township on the creek below the town and near the state line. The
remains of the foundation of this old mill are yet to be seen. The New
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Paris mill, afterward run by the Smiths, was built by Silas and Peter Fleming about 1825.
Shortly prior to 1835, James Woofter built a grist-mill about a mile
north of New Paris, which he operated during his life-time, after which
it passed into possession of his son, Captain Daniel F. Woofter.
About 1840 Fletcher Doloff started a mill two miles north of New
Paris. There was a stillhouse connected with it.
More than eighty years ago Robert McGrew put up a "corn cracker"
a few hundred yards south of the Doloff mill. This afterward became a
regular grist-mill and a distillery was also carried on there.
On the bank of the creek in the western environs of New Paris a
woolen-mill was erected at any early day and was operated by the Barber
brothers, Thomas and Oliver, until it was destroyed by fire some time in
the fifties.
Robert Snodgrass had a tan-yard just above this mill at a very early
day. Another tannery was installed 'about 1820 on Washington street in
New Paris by one Crampton, who operated it for many years. Somewhere
near i860 it was acquired by Joseph Bourgoyne, who continued to operate
it until it was destroyed by fire about 1882.
There were three saw-mills not far from New Paris, the Coblentz mill,
about three miles north of the town, one owned by Thompson Fleming, near
the Woofter mill, and one that was owned and run by Joshua Mackey, a
mile south of town.
Owing to the changed industrial and commercial methods and conditions, all those old mills have long since ceased to exist. The very sites of
some of them would be difficult to locate, and the water power of the creek
is no longer utilized.
NEW

PARIS.

In the first settlement of Jefferson township, James Fleming entered
the southwest quarter of section 20, and, soon afterward, Andrew Ireland
bought land in the northwestern quarter of section 20. In 1816 Mr. Fleming, doubtless impressed with the beauty of this valley as a desirable site,
and the need of a community center for the new settlers, now increasing in
number from year to year, conceived the idea of establishing a town, and
platted a portion of his land to that end. In 1817 Mr. Ireland, whose land
adjoined his, joined him in the plan. Inasmuch as both the founders had
come from the vicinity of Paris, Kentucky, it was decided that the name of
the new town should be New Paris. The respective plats of the two were
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separated only by the as yet imaginary main street and they embraced the
territory between the present Cherry street and the first alley, north of Main
street, north and south, and from High street to Whitewater avenue, east
and west. This original plat of twenty lots was acknowledged August 18,
1817, before Isaac Stephens, justice of the peace, and New Paris sprang
into legal existence. To stimulate the beginning of building of their new
towns, the two promoters offered a lot free to whoever would build the first
house. John H. Cottom was the man who accepted the offer and he immediately proceeded to erect a square log house on the southwest corner of
Main and Washington streets. In this house he opened a hotel in 1817. A
man named Pryor soon after erected a frame house on the northwest corner, opposite Cottom's hotel. Here the first store in the town was opened
and kept, and this corner has been so occupied from that day to this. Robert
Sprowls built a large frame house on the southeast corner, where the First
National Bank is now located, and Robert McGill's house and blacksmith
shop was established on the northeast corner, where the K. of P. building
now stands.. Thus was the little hamlet started, and as new settlers continued to arrive, dwelling houses were erected and it grew and prospered
and for many years more business was transacted in New Paris than in
the neighboring town of Richmond. A very extensive business was carried
on by Chadwick's pork-packing establishment, which was located just north
of Main street opposite the tannery.' Afterward George W. Vanneman
purchased the business and engaged in the packing of pork on Main street,
the packing house being located where the residence of L. C. Ashman now
stands. The slaughter house was located on the opposite side of the lot, on
Cherry street, where the handsome residence of W. E. Roberts was recently
built. For a number of years more pork was packed and more goods sold
in New Paris than in Richmond or any other neighboring town.
TRANSPORTATION

FACILITIES.

About the year 1851 the Dayton & Western railroad was built and
New Paris found itself on this new line of transportation. This was
hailed with joy by the business men of the town at the time, but Richmond,
only six miles further west, became a center of converging lines and forged
ahead of its Ohio rival. Shortly prior to i860, another line of railroad,
connecting Indianapolis and Columbus, was built through the town, thus
giving it passenger and freight transportation facilities excelled, or even
equalled, by very few small towns in the country. This favorable situation
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was still further augmented in 1903 by the building into the town of a
branch of the Dayton & Western division of the Ohio Electric Railway.
PLATS.

The small original plat of the town was soon filled and many additions
have since been made from time to time. On March 26, 1829, James Fleming and L. Ginger added sixteen lots to the north part of the town. In
the same year S. J. H. Ireland added fourteen lots, as he had previously
added sixteen, in the southeast part of the town in 1822. The fourth addition to the rapidly-growing town was made by Samuel Mitchell in 1832,
when he added twenty-six lots in the northeast part. John F. Ireland added
fourteen lots on south Washington street in 1835, and in 1870-72 three additions were made, two by the assignees of Beam & Jay and one by the
executors of John F. Ireland. On June 21, 1879, Henry O. Hutton made
an addition of inlots Nos. 184 to'203. In 1884 Joseph Hahn added eighteen
lots to the southeastern quarter of the town, on each side of what is now
Pearl street, and this is now one of the prettiest residence sections.
INCORPORATION AND IMPROVEMENT.
1,

The early growth of New Paris was quite rapid and in 1832, fifteen
years after its founding, it was deemed wise to incorporate it. Accordingly
a petition was presented to the Legislature and by a special act it was regularly incorporated. Lewis Davis was chosen as the mayor and R. S. Tillman,
marshal. Many of the early records have been lost, but, as nearly as can be
ascertained, the following named have officiated as mayor since Lewis Davis:
John'G. Jameson, David Cottom, John Cowgill. David J. Mauzy, Peter
Fleming, R. S. Tillman, Levi Johnson, A. P. Johnson, John F. Ireland, R.
F. Thompson, L. W. Richey (eleven years), Alfred Calkins, Jacob Middaugh, James M. Bamet, E. L. Thomas, John A. Moore, Timothy Glenn,
Logan L. Brown, B. L. McKee, Geo. W. Hildebrand, Arch R. Raney, W.
P. Mills. Several of these served a number of terms, sometimes in succession
and again at intervals of several years. W. H. McClure is the present
mayor.
In 1898 a movement for the improvement of streets and sidewalks had
its conception in New Paris and gradually developed. As usual in such
matters, considerable opposition was met for a time, but this gradually subsided and within the following four or five years practically all the five or
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six miles of sidewalk were paved, either with vitrified brick or cement, and
provided with good curbs and gutters.
Previous to 1909 the streets were lighted with the old-fashioned and
inefficient oil lamps, set on posts, but in that year electric lights were installed, fed by .current from a central station at Richmond, and the streets
are now well lighted at all times. This system is also much used in lighting
business places and private residences.
In 1914 natural gas from the West Virginia fields having been piped
through this section of Ohio, a branch line was run to New Paris, as to
many of the towns along the line, and this convenient fuel is now very
generally used in the town for cooking, and in many cases for heating and
lighting.
New Paris has a population of about nine hundred. Its location in the
beautiful valley which it occupies is one of the most charming to be found,
is very healthful, and this, with the modern improvements noted, makes it
one of the most desirable places of residence.
T H E QUARRIES.

Mention has already been made of the enormous layer of limestone
which outcrops in the valley at New Paris. In drilling a well more than a
thousand feet deep in an unsuccessful search for natural gas, in 1889, it was
found that this stratum of stone is about one hundred feet in thickness. No
records remain by which to determine just when the quarrying of this stone
Was first begun, but it was at a very early day. Crude kilns were erected
to supply the local demand for lime, and when the log cabin era had passed
the quarries were still further opened to supply building stone for foundations, bridge abutments and the like. Later on, and after the railroad came,
a number of improved lime kilns were built, and enormous quantities of lime
were shipped to all parts of the country. During the many years while this
was the leading industry of New Paris, hundreds of thousands of cords of •
wood were consumed in burning lime. This afforded the farms of the
township a good market for their surplus rough timber while they were
clearing their lands for cultivation. In the earlier days of this industry it
was operated by the Irelands, who operated the south quarries and kilns,
and Boyd, who quarried in the north end. Later, Samuel Smith, and after
him his sons, operated in the north, and Jacob Middaugh also conducted
the industry there for a few years. Finally, the industry passed into the
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hands of Thomas J. Smith and he transferred his activities to the south
quarries and those in the north were abandoned. Leander Marshall also
opened a quarry a little to the west of Smith's and did some business in
building stone. About 1871 or 1872, James Dwyer opened a quarry just
east of South Washington street, near the Rocky Ford branch, and built a
lime kiln. In all, four quarries have been opened and the large excavations
made attest to the magnitude of the business which has been done.
After the death of Thomas J. Smith, in 1893, there was a lull in the
business for a time, but in 1900 the main quarrying passed into the hands
of the Reinheimer Stone Company, a local concern. By this time cement
began to supplant stone as a building material and the new company prepared to meet the increasing demand for crushed stone for concrete and
road building purposes. A modern crushing plant was installed in 1904
and improvements, such as compressed air drills, and a steam shovel for
handling the blasted rock to the crusher, have been added from time to time.
The plant has a capacity of fifteen or twenty cars of crushed rock per day.
Richard Danily succeeded to the Dwyer quarry in 1888 and operated
it in the production of lime for several years, but it was finally absorbed by
the lime trust and was abandoned in 1911.
At the present time the north quarries have been leased by a company
which is preparing to install machinery for grinding the stone for agricultural purposes.
CEDAR SPRINGS.

A little more than a half mile south of New Paris, in a somewhat secluded and beautiful glen opening into the valley of the Whitewater, are
the fountains known as Cedar springs. Prior to 1875 these springs were
known only locally, but the wrater was recognized as of unusual purity and
excellence and was believed to possess medicinal virtues. There were traditions that the Indians made long journeys to encamp here and drink of the
water. In the year just mentioned Marshall & Wetherall built a hotel and
opened it as a health resort. In 1877 it was purchased by Eli and A. F.
Haldeman and in 1878 A. F. Haldeman and Oscar Gale became the proprietors. Within a few years it was purchased by a company of capitalists,
principally from Dayton, who still own and operate it. It has been operated
most of the time since it was opened, with varying fortune, and during
several years the water was bottled and shipped in large quantities.

282

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

THE

PRESS.

The first newspaper printed in New Paris was established by Daniel
Winder in 1844. It was called the News, New Paris Post and State Line
Sentinel. It consisted of four pages and was devoted to miscellany rather
than to news. Lack of patronage soon terminated its career. Mr. Winder
then started another paper, which he called The Reformer, but it, too, was
short lived.
No further attempt was made to publish a newspaper in the township
until 1877, when C. W. Bloom, who owned and operated a farm in section
33, in June of that year started a little sheet of four six-by-nine pages,
which he called The Amateur. It was published semi-monthly and, as the
name indicated, was designed as a sort of toy newspaper. It w'as published six months and was followed by The Business Mirror of the same
general form, but comprising a larger number of pages, varying from six
to twenty. It was published monthly and one thousand copies were distributed gratuitously, its principal purpose being advertising. In 1879
The Keynote, a little campaign paper in the interest of the Prohibition
party, was published at the same time with The Business Mirror. These
papers constitute the only instance known to the writer of newspapers
issued from a farm.
Early in 1882 C. W. Hane came to New Paris from Utica, Ohio, and
established a small job printing office. In a short time he bought Mr.
Bloom's miniature paper and plant, and continued the publication in the
same manner and form until March 1, 1883, when he changed the form to a
five-column quarto, "patent inside," and commenced publishing it weekly al
one dollar and fifty cents per year. This he continued for a year, when Mr.
Bloom bought the entire outfit, removed to town and resumed the publication of the New Paris Mirror, as it was now called. The paper prospered and grew, and about 1886 was enlarged to a six-column quarto and a
little later the "patent inside" was discarded and it became an "all home
print" paper. In 1898 the proprietor erected a new building on north
Washington street, exactly on the site of the old tannery, for the accommodation of his plant, and a second story for the use of the local lodge of Odd
Fellows, they joining him and taking a perpetual lease on the same. In 1902
Arch R. Raney came to New Paris from Portland, Indiana, and bought a
half interest in the paper, and four years later he acquired the other half
interest and has since published it as sole proprietor.
It must be said for the Mirror, that it is an excellent example of a

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

283

steady growth in improvement. The equipment at its conception was about
as crude as any that Ben Franklin ever worked with, while now it is '"set"
on a linotype machine and printed on a modern drum cylinder press, and
while its regular size is eight pages, editions of double that number are not
infrequent.
OTHER ENTERPRISES.

During all the earlier part of its history, New Paris depended upon
neighboring towns, principally Richmond, for its banking facilities, but
in 1889 Horace G. Bloom established the first bank. After a few years, in
1892, he removed this to New Madison, Darke county, but maintained a
branch in New Paris. Meantime, Albert Peele started one, known as the
Peoples' Bank, in 1900. After the death of Mr. Peele, in 1908, this was
reorganized as the First National Bank. Mr. Bloom died in 1906, and the
institution founded by him is still in existence, in connection with the bank
at New Madison, as the Farmers Banking Company.
In 1899 Mr. Bloom laid the foundation for the present telephone system by building a private line to connect his bank at New Paris with the
one at New Madison. It was but a short time until he established an exchange and the growth of the system was so rapid that it was not long
until practically every farm house in the township, as well as the business
places of the town, were connected in the New Paris Home Telephone
system.
PHYSICIANS.

The first regular medical practitioner was Dr. Clement Ferguson, who
came into the township as early as 1814. Doctor Ferguson was one of the
first school teachers of the township, and afterward became a physician.
He died in 1833.
Dr. James Knox came in 1817 and Dr. David Cox in 1820.
Prominent among the early physicians were Drs. John and Peleg Whitridge, who practiced separately and in partnership for many years.
Dr. Samuel Ferris practiced at New Paris and New Westville for a short
time about 1850, and then removed to Newcastle, Indiana. His brother, A. B.
Ferris,, began practicing in New Paris in 1852 and continued until his death,
about 1889.
Other physicians of the earlier times were Doctors Kepler, Terry, George
Wilkinson, Moses Swank, Eaton, George Bruce, U. G. Miller and Lesh.
Among those of later times were Drs. J. L. Braffett, Hampton, J. D.

284

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

Haynie, Williamson, Williams, Jones, E. L. Carleton, Louis Dunn, Adams,
Lyne, Finley, Guthrie, White, B. F. Beane, C. A. Hawley, E. E. Bevington
and C. H. Garris. The three last named are the present resident physicians.
CEMETERIES.

In a very early day a tract of ground just north of the corporation line
of the future New Paris was chosen as a cemetery, and the first burial therein
was that of Levi Moore, who died about 1S10. Herein are buried the pioneers
of the township, the men and women who did so much to mold the character
of the community. Here sleep such men as Elder David Purviance, John
Adams, John H. Cottom, Drs. John and Peleg Whitridge, Drs. Ferguson and
Knox, Andrew, David, William and John F. Ireland, Robert McGill, Samuel
R. Chadwick, the Flemings, Mitchells, Morrisons and very many others.
About 1870 a new cemetery, embracing ten acres on the beautiful
grounds adjoining the south coqwration line, was laid out. David Cultom,
who was a member of the committee that selected the site, was the first person buried in this cemetery. The Catholic cemetery is located adjoining and
west of the old cemetery.
Just south of Gettysburg, in the eastern part of the township, another
cemetery was located at an early day, and Robert Curry, who died in 1816,
was the first person buried there.
GETTYSBURG.

Gettysburg is the only village in the township besides New Paris. It is
located in the northwest corner of section 36, on the old National road. It
was laid out in 1832, about the time the National road was projected, by
John Curry, a native of Pennsylvania. It was first called Harrisburg, but
this was later changed to Gettysburg, after Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. It was
one of the many towns projected along the line of the National road, for
the railroad was then undreamed of, and it was supposed by these early promoters that the National road would be a great national artery of communication which would eventually be thronged with travel. Accordingly, prospective towns were located every few miles, and a "tavern" was built in each
among the first buildings. Only a little more than a mile west of Gettysburg,
Orangeburg was projected, and a number of houses were erected, but Gettysburg outstripped it. Doubtless, if the early expectations had been realized,
many of these towns would have become places of note, but within a few
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years the railroad was developed, it was seen that it would revolutionize
transportation, the government dropped the further construction of the National road and the hopes of all these rudimentary towns were blasted. The
half dozen or so buildings which once constituted Orangeburg have all disappeared but one. The town plat was long since cancelled, and it is now simply a crossroads and a farm house, though the name still clings to the localitv.
Gettysburg still survives as a pleasant little hamlet, with a store and two
pretty churches, one Methodist and one Presbyterian. It will never, however, realize the dreams of its founder.
CHURCHES.

Many of the pioneers of Jefferson township were men and women of
strong religious convictions, and very early in the history of the township
their activities along this line resulted in the establishment of churches. One
such man was Alexander Porter, who, as early, perhaps, as 1820, founded a
United Presbyterian church near where Gettysburg now stands. It was located in what is now the cemetery. The building was of logs and has long
since disappeared. It is said that for some time after the house was built it
was without a floor and that the congregation sat on the sleepers to listen
to the sermons. Later, about 1847, a frame church was built in Gettysburg,
and in the sixties Rev. James McNeal was its pastor for several years. Still
later, under the pastorate of Rev. John Wiseman, the congregation came over
to the Presbyterian faith. Rev. David Tawney, Caleb Jones and David Green
were pastors.
About the time of the founding of the United Presbyterian church, the
Methodist church also was organized. The first meetings were held in the
log barn of Jonathan Porterfield, a little north of the present site of Gettysburg. Both these organizations are still in existence and within the past few
years the Presbyterians have completely remodeled and rebuilt their edifice
and the Methodists have erected an entirely new artificial stone church, and
both are now modern and up to date, a great credit to this enterprising community.
The other church center in the township is at New Paris. Elder David
Purviance, who had been reared in the strictest tenets of the Presbyterian
faith, during his sojourn in Kentucky embraced the doctrines of the New
Light, or Christian, faith. He came here with others in 1807, fresh from a
remarkable revival at Cane Ridge meeting house in Kentucky, and immediately proceeded to organize a church. The first meetings were held in a grove
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just north of where New Paris now is, and this was the first church in the
township, and one of the first in the county. Meetings continued to be held
here until about 1820, when a house was erected near where the grove meetings had been held. Among the first members were the Irelands, Purviances,
Flemings and Mitchells. Before this time the southern wing of the congregation became so numerous that it was thought advisable to organize the
Shiloh church, which was located near the state line in Jackson township.
The New Paris-church continued to prosper, and'in 1839 James McVey, a
disciple of Alexander Campbell, came to New' Paris, and ere long there was a
division in the church, and henceforth the two organizations were known as
the New Lights and Campbellites. Neither party, however, was willing to
acknowledge any sectarian name, but desired to be called Christian. In later
years these two elements seemed to merge again, and for fifty years or more
have been represented in one organization known as the Christian church.
About 1837 James and Eliza Cochran donated to the public a lot on
East Cherry street in New Paris, on which to erect a "public meeting house,"
on Condition that it be free for the use of all denominations and creeds. It
was built by public subscription and cost one thousand two hundred and fifty
dollars. Of the one hundred and fourteen subscribers, eighty-three belonged
to no church and thirty-one were members of various denominations. It was
used for many years by the Christian congregation, but about 1872 this body
erected a substantial and commodious structure of their own on the opposite
side of Cherry street, and a little farther west, which they have since maintained.
During all its later history the Public church was much used for gatherings of all sorts, including political meetings. All the meetings for the recruiting of soldiers from this township during the Civil War were held here.
Practically all of the remarkable series of meetings held in the township
during the several years of the historic "Murphy temperance movement"
were held in the Public church. It is still maintained, but it is no longer used
for religious purposes. For several years it has been utilized chiefly as a
moving picture theater.
An active organization of the Universalist church was effected in New
Paris about i860, although its real inception was prior to that date, possibly
fifteen or twenty years, when Rev. J. C. McClure held meetings to that end.
Its real working organization, however, was consummated at the time stated
through the efforts of Rev. S. P. Carlton and T. J. Guthrie. The latter was
its first pastor and the congregation worshipped in the Public church, using
it alternately with the Christian congregation. Some differences arose over
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the control of the building and its furnishings, with the result that both withdrew and erected houses of their own, the Christians, as stated, on Cherry
street, while the Universalists erected a large frame church on South Washington street, in 1870. This congregation flourished for many years, but the
multiplicity of churches in the town so divided support that the Universalist
finally languished, its services were discontinued in 1912, and in 1914 the
building was sold to Whitewater Valley Grange, which now uses it as a hall
for its meetings. Among the ministers who served the Universalist church
during the years of its existence may be named: Revs. T. J. Guthrie, S. P.
Carlton, Doctor Tucker, J. H. Blackford, Lottie D. Crosley, O. P. Moorman,
Harvey Blackford, Sarah L. Stoner, J. A. Stoner, O. G. Colegrove, Leon P.
Jones and Martha Jones.
In 1830 there were about a dozen Presbyterians in the New Paris community, who organized as a church. Rev. John Ross ministered to them
for a number of years. Among the first members were Adam Reid, Peyton
Ervin, James Brown and others. The organization was first called Beulah
church, and the first primitive building was located southwest of the town
near the state line. In 1841, Rev. Franklin Berryhill became the pastor. He
stirred his flock to the necessity of building a new house of worship, and
Tery soon this was done, locating it on High street in New Paris. Rev. Berryhill continued to preach there until 1851, when failing health compelled
him to resign. Among- the ministers following him were Rev. David Greene,
Rev. John Wiseman, Rev. Tawney and Rev. T. J. McClelland. About 1892
Rev. A. Orudorff assumed the pastorate and, following a very successful revival and a large accession to the membership, the proposition to build a new
and modem church edifice was broached. It met with enthusiastic acceptance
and a lot off the northwest corner of the school grounds was purchased, and
the present elegant frame structure was erected in 1894.
There were a number of Methodists among the early citizens, and occasional services were held by the "circuit riders" who came that way, but it
was not until 1840 that they felt able to build a church. John Cottom, James
Fleming, Jr., and Robert McCord and others were instrumental in organizing
the church and building a house of worship on the south side of East Main
street about the year 1840. The first preacher was Rev. James Smith. In
1908, during the pastorate of Rev. C. E. Grauser, the old building was razed
and a commodious modern building of artificial stone was erected. Rev. E.
Kneisley is the present pastor.
Within and around New Paris are a considerable number of citizens
who are adherents of the Catholic faith. About 1870 they built a very credit-
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able brick church on the corner of Walnut and High streets, in the north part
of town. While it is not a large building, it is substantial and well appointed.
While the congregation is not strong enough to support a settled priest, it is
supplied at intervals by priests from Eaton and other points.
There are a number of colored people in and around New Paris, who
have a church organization and a small building across the railroad from the
main part of the town, and here they hold services from time to time at irregular intervals. They have no settled pastor.
FRATERNITIES.

Oldest among the fraternal bodies of Jefferson township is Fellowship
Lodge No. 106, Free and Accepted Masons. The charter was granted October 21, 1841. This lodge held its first meetings in the second story of a
frame house on East Cherry street, but in a short time leased the second
story of the frame building belonging to Richey & Haseltine. In April, 1856,
they purchased the three-story frame building on the west side of North
Washington street, which they still own and occupy. The present officers
are as follows: Worshipful master, Ed B. Reid; secretary, E. H. Young.
The ladies' branch of this order, the Order of the Eastern Star, was
instituted here in May, 1909. The first worthy matron was Mrs. Laura
Hawley. The present officers are: Worthy matron, Mrs. Anna Berington;
secretary, Mrs. Fannie Ashman.
New Paris Lodge No. 303, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, was organized May 26, 1856, and for several years, met in a second floor hall above
a store on the northeast corner of Main and Washington streets. In 1S72
the old building was moved off the lot and the lodge proceeded to erect in its
stead a substantial three-story brick building, with two good business rooms
on the first floor, a public hall on the second and a spacious lodge room on the
third. This enterprise involved the lodge considerably in debt, financial difficulties arising, and they were finally compelled to sell the property. In
1898, as has been previously mentioned, the lodge joined with C. W. Bloom,
who was then erecting a building for his printing office, and secured a perpetual lease on a second-floor hall there. The lodge has a membership of
nearly one hundred members and is very completely and conveniently
equipped for its work. Its present staff of officers is: Homer Morrison, noble grand; Robert Rolley, vice grand; C. W. Bloom, recording secretary; M.
H. Pence, financial secretary.
Huldah Lodge, Daughters of Rebekah, was instituted in 1892. C. W.
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Bloom was the first noble grand and Mrs. Anna Bennett, secretary. It has
been from the beginning one among the strongest and most flourishing of the
fraternities. Its present officers are: Mrs. Nellie Bice, noble grand; Mrs.
Lena Kessler, secretary; Mrs. Grace B. Hahn, financial secretary.
Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias, was instituted early in
1890. For a few years it rented the Odd Fellows' lodge room as a meeting
place, afterward removing to the second-floor room of the Samuels building
on South Washington street. About 1902 it purchased the brick block formerly owned by the Odd Fellows, which it has since occupied. Forest Pierson
is the present chancellor commander and C. E. Samuels, one of the charter
members, is keeper of records and seal. The ladies' branch of this order, the
Pythian Sisters, was organized about 1903, and has flourished since. Miss
Grace Samuels is the present most excellent chief.
Within a few years after the close of the Civil War a post of the Grand
Army of the Republic was organized in New Paris and most of the surviving
veterans of the war residing in Jefferson township were members of it. It
was known as Graham-Thompson Post. It flourished for several years, but
finally suffered a decline and for a few years was practically disbanded. But
it was again reorganized, this time as Caleb Marker Post. It is still maintained by the few remaining veterans, but its membership, of necessity, is
small. Eli Pierson is the present post commander and C. W. Bennett is adjutant.
In 1912, Whitewater Valley Grange No. 1837, Patrons of Husbandry,
was organized in New Paris. It was composed of farmers residing in Jefferson township, assisted, however, by quite a large number from the northern part of Jackson township. C. L. Jones was the first master; R. E. Morrow, overseer, and W. D. Arnold, secretary. For the first two years the meetings were held in the Odd Fellows' hall, which was rented for the purpose.
In 1914 the Grange successfully negotiated with the authorities of the Universalist church and purchased the abandoned church property, which they
repaired and put in goOd condition, and now have a commodious and wellappointed house of their own. The officers at present are: Worthy master,
Adam Reid; overseer, John Noakes; secretary, W. D. Arnold.
TEMPERANCE HISTORY.

In the early days of Jefferson township, it is said that in the two or three
distilleries then operated a tin cup always hung near a barrel of whisky, kept
(19)
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for the purpose, where all comers could help themselves as freely as they
chose. Up to the late fifties of the last century the grocery stores of New
Paris and Gettysburg kept liquor as part of their stock and sold it the same
as other goods kept in such stores. About this time, however, the evils
growing out of this traffic were so manifest that a sentiment began to develop against it, with the result that it was gradually banished from the trade.
For many years the township was free from the curse, until, in 1868, one
George Clatterbuck decided to' defy public sentiment and opened a saloon on
Main street. A wave of indignation and protest swept over the town. There
was then no law which could be invoked, but the women were equal to the
emergency. They organized, divided into two shifts and laid siege to the
enemy. They took their knitting and crocheting- and took possession of the
place, where they knitted and chatted, one company relieving the other, until
the proprietor was glad to capitulate. The men raised a fund, bought his
stock, which was taken beyond the town limits and poured out, and on Saturday night the erstwhile defiant saloonkeeper was initiated into the Good
Templars. In 1877 the "Murphy movement," which swept over the entire
country, was inaugurated in New Paris, and these meetings were maintained
for months almost nightly, with the result that the number of those in the
entire township who wrere not wearing the blue ribbon badge was an insignificant minority. The movement did not spend its force for ten years. During
all these yrears a saloon in Jefferson township was simply an impossible propo-sition. Within about another decade the sentiment had somewhat cooled, and
a couple of saloons were started and operated for a while, but soon the sentiment again rallied and they were ousted by invoking the local option laws
then in force, and for many years the township has been free of them, with
no prospect that they will ever return.

CHAPTER XX.
SOMERS T O W N S H I P .

Somers township originally comprised all the townships of range 2,
until reduced to township 6, range 2, as stated in this history in the chapter
on Organization. The township officers elected in 1808, mostly resided in
or near Eaton.
The township has a wide variety of soil, creek bottom land of the best,
long hill slopes, and level uplands that required ditching to make the rich
loam productive, and some hilltops that are not so productive. The land
on the east side of Seven-Mile creek generally slopes up pretty steeply to
the upper levels, and in the lower course of the stream the same condition
prevails on the west side of the stream. Even the hillsides afford good
pasturage, and are capable of cultivation, except in the south couple of miles
of the township. Really the roughest, land of the township is along three
streams, Paint creek, Rush run and Beasleys branch. Paint creek enters the
township in section 5, and flows on peacefully enough for a mile or more
where originally a high ridge intercepted its progress, and through that ridge
the stream twisted and squirmed its way, slashing out the deepest gorge in
the county for about a mile and a half of its course. It then emerges from
the confines of the ridge and swings on to its outlet in Seven-Mile creek.
The hills along the course of the stream, where it was wearing away the
obstructing ridge, of course, are abrupt, but the rough land extends for but
short distances on either side of the stream.
Rush run, flowing into Seven-Mile creek within less than one-half mile
of the county line, has its source some four miles northeast thereof, along
the east line of the township, and the waters of the stream in that four miles
tumble down hill three hundred feet, in their headlong rush to reach the
outlet, hence the "name. Of course along such a stream are many abrupt
hills, but not such a deep cutting as on Paint creek, because the stream is
much smaller. The rough land extends only for short distances, seldom
passing a half mile on each side of the stream.
Beasleys branch has its source in Gasper township and also has cut its
way across an intercepting ridge in its course of some three miles to its out-
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let in Seven-Mile creek, about a half mile north of Camden. In its course it
falls some one hundred and sixty feet, which of course, would indicate rough
land, until it breaks through the ridge, but not so rough or as large an area of
rough land as the other two streams. Seven-Mile creek flows across the
township near the middle line, and drains the entire township. From the
hilltops on either side of Seven-Mile can be seen long vistas of the valley,
affording some of the finest, if not the finest, pastoral scenery in the county.
Along Seven-Mile creek are some of the finest bottom-land farms in
the county. The bottom-land, however, is not always on the same side of
the stream, but shifts from side to side as the stream washes the eastern or
western hills. Seven-Mile and Paint creeks are the only streams that are
always flowing, the others, during the summer, having only pools of water.
The western and eastern two miles of the township generally consists of
level or rolling land and is as productive as any in the county.
EARLY SETTLEMENT.

The Miami Indians had a village along Paint creek and the township
was one of the first settled, apparently having proved more attractive to
settlers than the other townships. Those hilltops where they could look
out over the valley must have been attractive alike to Indians and the early
wmite man.
One of the first settlers was David E. Hendrix, who, in 1803, settled
on the land where Camden is now located and began chopping out a farm.
There was born George D. Hendrix, who claimed to be the first boy born in
the county. In 1806 David Hendrix sold out and moved to Eaton, where
he resided the rest of his life.
In 1803 three Pottenger brothers came, John and Robert Pottenger taking land in section 10 and Dennis Pottenger in section 2. Robert later
moved to Indiana, but John and Dennis remained and each reared a large
family, many of their descendants still residing in the township.
Thomas Newton and John Newton, William Irwin and Abram Irwin,
Matthew McClung and Elisha Carter all came in 1803, or the early part of
1804, and about the same time came William More, who laid out the town
of Camden, and died there in 1833. In 1805 Isaac Sutton settled near Camden and John Lamm in the south part of the township. John Zimmerman
also arrived in 1805 and in the same year William Stubbs settled in section
36. John Wright came in 1806 and settled near the south line of the township. The Wrights of Israel township are his descendants. Thomas Mur-
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ray also came in 1806, and in the same year John Llewellyn settled on Paint
creek. George Hanger arrived in 1808. Only a year or two later George
and Giles Davis settled in section 12. John K. Steele and Philip Llewellyn
arrived in 1810. During the next four or five years, Richard Stephen, William S. Douglas, Samuel Fowler, Charles Beall, William Bennett, John
Reeve, Michael Dillman, George Hornaday, Stephen Payne and Allen Hubbard all became settlers in the township.
About the fore part of the twenties of the last century. John Mills,
Peter Shaefer, Zacharia Thornbury, James Taylor, David Marshall, John
Ross, Azel Pierce, James Barnett, Louis Loop and Jonathan Hewitt cast
in their lots to help make Somers township a success. There were many
other early settlers whose names can not now be recalled, but these are given
because, to the writer's knowledge, many of them, if not all, have numerous
descendants living within the county.
|
EARLY CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS.

The Christian church organized a society early in the settlement of
Somers township and built a church near Barnetts mill, called Bank Spring
church, but about the year 1840 the organization was so weakened by members moving away or joining other churches, that the building finally passed
into the hands of the Universalists, and then was finally abandoned.
The Methodists organized a society or class in the early twenties in the
northeastern part of the township and held meetings at the houses, or in
barns in warm weather, until about the year 1830, when they bought a small
frame building and moved it to the site since called Macedonia chapel. About
the year 1868 they replaced this structure with a brick church. This is the
earliest country church in Preble county that has continued down to the present time, the congregation still having a live church and Sunday school.
They number some sixty members, with a Sunday school as numerous.
William Lowe, living about a mile and one-half west of Camden, was
an enthusiastic adherent of the United Brethren church and, about 1840,
began inviting preachers of that faith to hold meetings during the warm
weather at his barn. This continued for several years, after which a frame
house that could be heated was utilized. The services attracted many hearers and about the time of the outbreak of the Civil War, Lowe donated an
acre of land for a church. A brick building for the church was erected
thereon, which was called Lowe's chapel, and which ever since has borne that
name. It was a strong working force for good in the community and had

294

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

an active membership of the best people of the surrounding county, but people
died or moved away and methods of travel improved so that people sought
the village churches, until now services are only held occasionally.
EARLY INDUSTRIES.

In 1816 a grist-mill was built by Major Robinson on the east side of
Seven-Mile creek, just north of Camden. In 1831 this mill passed into the
hands of James Barnett and sons, who rebuilt it and put in three sets of
burr-stones. In 1816 John Stubbs also built a mill about a half mile south
of Camden on the east side of Seven-Mile creek, which also passed into the
hands of the Barnetts, and both mills finally were owned and operated on
a very extensive scale by James Barnett and William Whitesides, as Barnett
& Whitesides, for a number of years.
In 1862 the south mill was destroyed by fire and was replaced by a much
larger and costlier mill, which also burned about 1875. From about 1850
to about 1871, the firm did a very large business and during the Civil War
and after, manufactured and shipped large quantities of flour, also shipping
much grain, and was regarded as one of the strongest and largest firms engaged in that business in southwestern Ohio; but the continued shrinking of
prices that followed the Civil War, for four or five years, proved too great
for them. The depression that preceded the 1873 P an ic pulled the firm down
and it failed for a large amount, and, like the fall of a mighty oak, swept
down a number of the smaller timber with it.
The Camden mill was run for a number of years, but on a constantlydecreasing business, and for years past silence has reigned where the whirring wheels once made music.
CEMETERIES.

The oldest cemetery in Somers township probably is the old cemetery
on the hill in the northwest part of Camden, but no one now is able to say
just when it was made a cemetery; probably previous to 1820. It is not
now used. In the southeast quarter of section 7 is what is locally known as
the Lowe cemetery, started about 1840 on the farm of William Lowe, and
now but little used.
The Camden cemetery is located on the Eaton and Camden highway
about one-half mile north of Camden. It is claimed there were some burials
made there during the Civil War, but the real public cemetery was started
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in 1873, m which year the township trustees purchased about eight and onehalf acres for cemetery purposes and they now have a very fine burial ground.
There are a number of old family burial grounds now no longer used,
but still protected, notably in sections 2 and 12.
T H E TOWN OF CAMDEN.

Camden is located in the valley of Seven-Mile creek, on the west side
of the stream, with the Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis railroad
along its eastern side. It was laid out in 1818, as stated in the previous
chapter on Organization, on both sides of the road leading from Eaton to
Hamilton.
The town was incorporated by act of the Legislature in 1832 as Newcomb, the name being that of the senator from this district who pushed the
bill through the Legislature, but in 1839 the townspeople had the name
changed to Camden. When originally laid out, the proprietor had given it
the name of Dover. Ira K. Place was the first mayor.
In 1824, the postoffice was established as Newcomb and Ira K. Place
is said to have also been the first postmaster. Since those times both the
mayor and postmaster have been changed about the usual number of times.
The town is most handsomely located and is underlaid with the mightiest
bed of gravel in southwestern Ohio. Seven-Mile creek has quite a strong
fall and drainage is steady and rapid. All these things have combined to
render the village a healthful place, while the view up and down the valley
from the eastern and western hills is probably the finest in the county.
GROWTH OF SCHOOL SYSTEM.

The first school is said to have been held in a log school house just north
of Camden, in the northwest quarter of section 10, soon after the War of
1812. Later a school was held in an old building in the town. Sometime
between 1830 and 1840, the exact date of which no one is now able to give,
a school house was erected on Central avenue in Camden a short distance
west of the railroad, and it continued to be used until the school law, under
the constitution of 1851, gave directors more power, when they purchased
a site at the northwest corner of Central avenue and Lafayette street, and in
1853 erected a four-room brick school house, at that time, perhaps, the best
school building in the county, which for many years supplied the town's
needs. As the village grew this building became too small, however, and
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in 1904 it gave place to the present two-story, eight-room building, which
well answers the purpose and which contains the modern improvements
necessary to make school a pleasant place for both pupil and teacher. This
building cost about fifteen thousand dollars, finished and furnished. In 1914
the school enrolled one hundred and sixty-seven pupils, of whom seventythree were in the high school.
Some of the teachers after 1853 were: Andrew Longnecker, Edward
Kinman, John Eastman, John R. McCleaf, J. M. Wilson, Jehu W. King, B.
F. Vanausdale, 1865; C. F. Reece, 1866; A. McAdow, 1868; A. F. Eshelman, 1869; John Elder, 1871 ; T. A. Pollock, 1872; F. M. Davis, 1879; O. T.
Corson, 1880; Frank Windate, F. G Shuey, 1889; J. E. Randall, 1892; J.
L. Fortney, 1903; W. S. Fogarty, 1908; Chelsea Pollock, 1914.
C H U R C H E S IN

CAMDEN.

The first church organization at Camden was the Methodist Episcopal,
which organized a class there soon after the town was laid out, and about
1825 or 1826 a church was built on the hill, west of Camden, where the old
cemetery is, and was used as such until about 1836, when the congregation
purchased the land at the southeast corner of Hendrix and Lafayette streets
and erected a new church. In 1849 o r J 850, the old church proving inadequate, it was replaced by a larger frame church and about 1872 a parsonage was built. Again the church proved too small, being insufficient for the
congregation's needs, and about 1888 the old church gave way to the present
comfortable and commodious brick church, which seems fully adequate; but
we hope the membership continues to grow until they have to build bigger.
It now has two hundred members. W. M. Keller is pastor.
The Presbyterian church was organized on April 2^, 1833, with thirtynine members, who, within a couple of years, erected a frame church on South
Main street which for that time was regarded as a very fine church. After
the building was abandoned as a church it was known for many years as
Fowlers hall.
In 1878 the Presbyterians purchased a lot on North Main street and
erected thereon a very good and comfortable frame church, costing about five
thousand dollars, which furnished them a very satisfactory church home.
This church now has a membership of about one hundred and twenty-five
and a Sunday school of about the same enrollment. A parsonage was built
about 1902. The regular pastors, so far as known, have been, Robert Irwin,
1836, who organized the Sunday school the first year of his pastorate;
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Samuel B. Smith, 1841 to 1844; A. W. Taylor, 1855; George H. Webster,
1861; J. H. Burns, 1863; James Welsh, 1866; John Wiseman, 1869; J.
Haight, 1872; W. W. Colmery, 1874; C. E. Jones, 1877; H. W. Taylor,
1880; J. H. Bratton, 1881; J. H. Reed, 1887; J. H. Whistler, 1890; Henry
B. Thayer, 1893; J. H. Clark, 1895; C. W. Caldwell, 1897; O. C. Weller,
1900; Smith C. Dunning, 1907; T. J. Gaehr, 1910.
The Universalist church was started about 1864, by Rev. T. S. Guthrie,
a very able and eloquent preacher of that denomination, who that year
preached a number of sermons at the old Bank Spring church, and in 1865
organized a society in Camden, rented the use of a hall, and began holding
regular services. The society grew rapidly and in 1869 a lot was purchased
at the northeast corner of Central avenue and Lafayette street, and a comfortable brick church was erected the same year at a cost of about five thousand dollars. The church membership has decreased until now services are
not held regularly.
EARLY STORES AND HOTELS.

The first store in Camden was started by James Black, the same year in
which the town was laid out, later followed by Hezekiah Broadbury, who
conducted a store from 1825 to 1840. About 1834 Clinton Chadwick bought
the store of Chadwick & Richards, and for more than thirty years carried
on the business very extensively, and is better remembered and more talkedof than any store keeper that the village had until recent years. About 1850
Ben- Myers started a store and also engaged in the pork packing business,
continuing the former for many years. The first store keeper, James Black,
was also the first tavern keeper, followed by Ira K. Place, the first mayor.
Probably the largest building to be occupied as a hotel was built in
1846, by Payne and Pottenger, at the southeast corner of Main and Hendrix
streets, and was occupied as a hotel for many years. This hotel was called
the Preble House and was sold about 1870 to S. J. Danser, being afterwards
known as the Danser House. It passed through various phases of success
and innocuous desuetude, until, about seventeen or eighteen years ago, it was
destroyed by fire and part of the land it covered is now occupied by the
Masonic temple.
CAMDEN PHYSICIANS.

There have been quite a number of good physicians in Camden, and
there are now some four or five most excellent physicians resident there, but
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as we write the history of the past we shall only refer to a few who are best
remembered.
Dr. Lurton Dunham, born in 1805, was graduated from the Ohio Medical College and began practice in Camden about 1832. He always was regarded as a very able man, in 1840 being elected a state representative, but
his name is best known as a doctor and business men. He had a large and
remunerative practice, and being a foresighted and energetic business man,
he invested wisely, and accumulated a competency that put him beyond the
necessity of following his practice. A few years before his death he took
into partnership J. S. Ferguson, and practically retired from active practice,
dying in 1870. His widow, Susan Dunham, died but a few years ago. J.
S. Ferguson, who was born in Oxford, Ohio, in 1834, of Scottish parentage,
was educated in Miami University, and was graduated from Ohio Medical
College with the class of 1857. In 1861 he began practice at Somerville,
but later became assistant surgeon in the One Hundred Sixty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry and later was engaged in the hospital service.
In 1865 he formed a partnership with Lurton Dunham and after the latter's
retirement continued the practice alone, acquiring a wide and profitable practice. He was a man but little under six feet, of strong build, of courteous,
kindly and lovable disposition and he made and held his friends. He stood
high as a physician and his advice and counsel were much sought. He was
honest in his judgments and frank and courteous in expressing his opinions,
and moderate in his charges. As his integrity was that of a Scot, it was
unbending. He was a good business man and accumulated enough to make
him comfortable. He suffered for many years with some heart trouble,
and his wife often rode along with him for fear a fatal attack might seize
him, but she preceded him across the River of Death several years. He died
in 1914, leaving two sons and a daughter.
Dr. Robert Homsher, born in 1822, was graduated from the PhysioMedical College of Cincinnati in 1852 and began practice in Camden. He
enjoyed his full share of the practice in the community. Gentle, quiet and
kind, he was loved and respected most highly by those who knew him best.
He died on May 22, 1888. He had been master Of the local Masonic lodge
for about twenty-five years. He was followed in the practice by his son,
George W. Homsher.
D. W. McQueen, J. W. Coombs and W. E. Pryor are at present practicing and resident physicians in the village.
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FRATERNAL SOCIETIES.

Camden Lodge No. 159, Free and Accepted Masons, was organized on
May 18, 1848, the charter members being Jonathan Crowley, Andrew Weist,
Andrew Coffman, Charles C. Bruce, Jacob S. Showalter, Perry Hestle. John
C. Campbell, Ebenezer P. Justin, John Brower, Daniel B. Corry, Harrison
Perham, Isaac G. Eson, Samuel D. Clayton and Adam C. Dean. The lodge
grew and for fifty years rented a number of different rooms in which to hold
its meetings, at the end of which time a movement was started among the
members to build and own their own lodge room. After keeping up the
agitation for some ten years, the agitation won and the lot at the southeast
corner of Main and Hendrix streets was purchased. Money was raised to
erect a three-story brick building, with modern improvements, for a lodge
hall and the building was completed in 1912, the lodge now having one of the
finest halls in the county. The lodge numbers one hundred and twelve members. The total cost of the temple was about twelve thousand dollars.
Western Star Lodge No. 109, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, was
organized on June 8, 1848, with nine charter members, the charter being
dated April 21, of that year. In 1851 the Odd Fellows built a third story
to the building at the northwest corner of Main street and Central avenue,
and in 1874 they purchased the whole building, renting the lower story. The
lodge numbers about one hundred and twenty-five members.
A Daughters of Rebekah lodge, No. 125, was organized in July, 1880,
and has a membership a little less than that of the Odd Fellows lodge, and
uses the same building.
The Knights of Pythias lodge. No. 259, was chartered in 1887, with
some thirty members, and now numbers about one hundred and twenty members. This lodge rents a lodge room on the west side of Main street.
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS.

In 1891 the village purchased a lot just east of the Universalist church
on Central avenue and erected thereon a brick town hall, one of the most
commodious in the county, at a cost of about fifteen thousand dollars. About
1897, an electric light plant was erected and the village is now well lighted,
both on the streets and commercially.
In 1890 Pucket & Glenn started a private bank, which soon got a fair
share of business, but it really was but a branch of the Hillsboro bank. In
1893 the parent bank became insolvent and took the Camden bank down
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with it. Another bank was started the next year and it is still running.
(See chapter on Banking.)
Two newspapers have been started in the village, for which see chapter
on the Press.
The business of the town is in the aggregate very considerable: three
grain elevators, two coal yards, a lumber yard, five groceries, two dry-goods
and grocery stores, three bakeries, one butcher shop, two hotels, one restaurant, one merchant tailor, one bank, three hardware stores, three blacksmiths,
two auto-repair shops, four garages, two shoe stores, two drug stores, two
stock-yards, one cement factory, one cannery, one poultry shipper, two
tobacco warehouses, two livery barns, two milliners, and last, but not least,
one old-fashioned shoe shop, where the sound of the hammer is heard most
of the time.
In 1885, W. E. McChristie started the business of taking pictures on
a large scale, and enlarging and mounting old family pictures by photography.
He later built a large brick building at the northwest corner of Main and
Hendrix streets, naming his business and his building "The Nonpariel." For
a number of years he did a most extensive business, both by express and
through the postoffice, his work being found in nearly every state of the
Union, comprising, some of the finest work to be found in his line, and the
business seemed to be permanent; but the big companies began to cut in on
his business and in 1908 he closed his place, sold out and moved to Cincinnati.

CHAPTER XXI.
GASPER T O W N S H I P .

Gasper township is the smallest one in Preble county, comprising only
twenty-four sections, struck off of the south end of township 7, range 3
east, in 1825, on the petition of Gasper Potterf, as stated in the chapter on
organization of the county.
It is drained by Seven Mile creek, which flows south across the township about one mile and a half west of the east line thereof. Along each
side of the stream are generally small tracts of rich bottom land, and then
follows what in this county are called hills, the land sloping up somewhat
rapidly to the level or rolling plateau above, but the slopes are mostly cultivable. The hills are nearly all confined to a tract of about a half mile on
each side of the stream. Then Paint creek drains the western side of the
township, flowing across within a mile or less of the western line of the
township, and what is said of the hilly land along Seven Mile is also true of
the Paint Creek land.
Paint creek leaves the township in and near the southwest corner of
section 32, near Muttonville, and flows into Seven Mile about a half mile
south of Camden. After reaching the upland on each side of the streams,
the country is level or slightly rolling. The drainage is good and the township has always had the reputation of being a healthy location, although
there are tracts which have been drained by large tile ditches. Some of
the most abrupt creek bluffs of the county are to be found along the lower
course of Paint creek, rivalling those along Little Four Mile. These two
streams, while among our small streams, seem like some small calibre people, to be able to do the most unexpected things so as to make themselves
noticed, and they generally succeed.
NATURE'S GIFT TO THE FARMER.

The land is loam and clay or clay subsoil, and very productive, some
of our finest farms being in this township. The markets for the township
are Eaton and Camden. The Cincinnati and Richmond division of the
Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis railroad practically follows the
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course of Seven Mile across the township, but there are no stations in the
township; although originally there was one at the Four Mile Valley house,
four miles south of Eaton, but it was abandoned many years ago, and is
now only a long siding for the passing of freight trains. Wayne's Old
Trace road crosses the township about a mile west of its east line.
The township originally was heavily timbered, but the area of woodland is today very restricted. In the days of the early settlers the township was reputed as one of the best hunting grounds of the county, but today the few thin forest areas afford so little protection that even squirrels
are a scarce game.
A FEW

NOTABLE

NAMES.

The first settler of the county was Silas Dooley, Sr., who, with his
father, Moses Dooley, settled on upper Paint creek in 1805, and the first
house had three sides, with a fire in front of the open end of the house.
Silas worked at chopping and clearing for parties at Springdale and Seven
Mile while his father went back to Kentucky for the family. Silas was
then only twenty-one years of age. In 1806, he worked for David E. Hendrix, clearing land in Eaton, and in 1807 entered a quarter section of land
for himself in section 17, part of which is yet owned by his descendants.
In Ma}', 1808, he married Johannah Westerfield, and a day or so after the
wedding, they began planting corn, his wife doing the dropping while he
followed with a hoe. Lieut. Silas Dooley, so well known to the people of
the township and Eaton, who died only a few years ago, was a son of the
pioneer. The marriage license for the marriage of this couple is claimed
to be the first marriage license issued in the county.
Gasper Potterf, born in 1754, in Virginia, was a soldier in the Revolutionary army, and married Susannah Ridenour in 1784. He moved into
Gasper township in 1806, and settled in section 26. Of German extraction,
he inherited the German thrift and soon saw there was a demand for mill
product, and in 1808 he built a mill on Seven Mile creek, and for some
years the bolting was done by hand. He soon erected a distillery in connection with the mill and the war of 1812 made the demand for both mill
products and whisky very considerable. He made money rapidly, which
he saved and invested in land, built a saw-mill and carried on farming
extensively for his day. He was married twice and had a family of sixteen
children. He died in 1836 and was buried on the farm, but some years
since his remains were removed to the Eaton cemetery.
John Railsback came into the township hunting land with Moses Dooley
in 1805, and is said to have made his selection, but he did not move from
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Kentucky until 1806, after Potterf, when he settled in section 18 and
built a cabin.
Robert Runyon, born in Kentucky, 1785, settled in the township in
1810.
Stephen Allbaugh, born in 1791, came from Maryland and settled
in Gasper township in 1812. He accumulated considerable property, left a
large family and lived to within a few years of the century mark.
There were a number of other early settlers at about the same times
as those given, but some of them later sold out and moved away, and of
the others it may be said that their history can not now be gathered to a
certainty.
Armistead Huffman came very early and settled on section 21, and
died there about 1859, leaving nine children.
Christian Sayler, born in Maryland, 1785, came to Preble county in
1806 and moved to Gasper township in 1814, dying on his farm in 1852. He
had a family of nine children, and his farm is yet owned by his grandson,
Martin Sayler.
There are two churches in the township, one in section 17, called
Friendship church, and one at Muttonville, originally built about 1840, and
burning down some thirty years later, it was afterwards rebuilt.
A N E W USE FOR MUTTON.

The writer was informed many years ago, that about 1830 to 1840,
the neighboring farmers of the vicinity of Muttonville raised many sheep,
which did well, and three or four houses were built on small tracts of land,
near together. The young men of the surrounding country nicknamed the
cluster of houses "Muttonville," for want of a name, and as time passed
it came into general use and stuck. There is a small grocery at Muttonville, and there was a post office, but the rural routes did away with it.
There was also a church at what is called Antioch, ahd also one in the
northeast corner of section 18, but both have long since gone, the members
now coming to Eaton churches.
While there are no towns in the township, it has furnished a number
of our public men. Peter Shideler was one of our associate judges; Hayden Dooley, a state representative; Henry Shideler, state senator, three
terms; Martin F. Stephens, representative, and treasurer, two terms; Josiah
Flora, county commissioner for seven years, and John B. Campbell, county
commissioner, two terms.
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There are' six school houses in the township, evenly distributed, well
built and furnished and are a good grade of country schools.
The lands are generally fertile clay soil, with limestone subsoil, well
improved, and the houses are good farm residences, many of them containing
many modern improvements; the barns are large and commodious, all of
which tell their own story of a thrifty, prosperous and contented community
of farmers.

CHAPTER XXII.
WASHINGTON T O W N S H I P .

Washington township is the central township of the county, as well as
the largest township, being composed of all of township 8, range 2 east, and
the north two miles of township 7, range 2 east, and containing forty-eight
sections.
It is drained by Seven Mile creek, and Banta's fork and their tributaries,
except the southwestern part, which is drained by Paint creek, which has its
headwaters in section 36 of Jackson township: The land is generally level
or slightly rolling, except along the immediate lower courses of Seven Mile
creek and Banta's fork, where the land becomes broken, though not rough
and bluffy. Much of the land is so level that in an early day it was swampy.
After being cleared, this land was drained with open ditches, which later
were supplanted by tile drains, until now the whole township is well drained
and the land that was swamp is the most fertile.
Garrison branch, and Periwinkle creek, from the west, and Rocky run,
from the east, are the chief tributaries of Seven Mile creek, while Lowry's
run and Goose creek, whose waters flow into Banta's fork, complete the
drainage of the township.
The history of the formation of the township is given in the article on
County Organization, and need not be repeated.
EARLY SETTLEMENT.

There had been entries of land made in 1804. but no settlement. The
entryman seems to have located to suit himself: then filed his entry in the
land office, returning east or south to his old home to bring his family and
goods to the new home.
William Bruce is believed to have been the first settler to build a house
in the township, he having built there in 1805. In the same year John Goldsmith came to the northwest quarter of section 4, township 7, range 2 east.
In 1806 there seem to have been a number of settlers crowding into the
township, among them John Meroney, George Dooley, Andrew Dooley,
(20)
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Joseph and Nathan Sellers, John Ward and Samuel Ward, later elected
sheriff; John Aukerman, John J. Sherer, David Bloomfield, Benjamin Neal,
Henry Young and others. Within the next two or three years others came
so fast that it could be seen the township was becoming settled. It is claimed
that some two dozen cabins were built in the township in 1806.
At the election of 1814, over one hundred years ago, there were but
forty votes cast in the township. I have looked over the list and of the names
now in the township I only recognize a few, Ramsay, Spacht, Mitchell, Harris, Stevens, White, Crous and Dooley, which would indicate that most of
the pioneer males had emigrated, or that eighty per cent, of the descendants were females who had changed their names.
SCHOOLS AND C H U R C H E S .

In the township at present there are twelve country school houses, so
located that all the children of each sub-district may easily reach the school.
In the earlier days there were quite a number of country churches scattered over the county, of which but few survive. As the roads improved
and methods of travel became speedier, the church people gravitated to the
village churches. Within Washington township there yet exist three country churches. Zion Evangelical Lutheran church, some four miles north of
Eaton, on the North road, was founded in 1819, by Rev. Lewis Morgan,,
the first house of worship being a log cabin church, though the services
often were held in private houses, and, when the weather permitted, were
held in a barn.
A brick church was built about 1840, and about 1876-7, the old church
not being large enough, the present brick church was built. John Kaylor
and Henry Kesling were the first trustees. Among the pastors have been
Jacob Gruber, George W. Busby, George Baughman and George Weber, the
latter of whom is the present pastor. The Reverend Baughman was the
pastor for more than thirty years. The church and Sunday school each number about eighty. Zion cemetery, immediately adjoining the church, is under the control and management of that church. This church, in the last
fifty years, has had five pastors, who bore the Christian name of George.
The pastor called in the spring of 1915 is named George Sixth, which name
just fits his pastorate.
In 1868 the German Baptist church (Old Order) erected a church just
east of the Richmond pike, in the southeast quarter of section 29, commonly
called Beech Grove church, in which services are now held only occasionally.
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Another branch of the German Baptists, now called the Church of the
Brethren, about the year 1893 erected a church in the northeast quarter of
the same section, which is now the chief place of worship for the people of
that communion for some distance around it.
The Sherer cemetery, in section 7, and Bonebrake cemetery, in sections
17 and 20, are now township cemeteries, but are little used except by the
descendants of some of the pioneers who are buried therein. The Halderman cemetery, in the south half of section II, township 7, range 2 east, just
east of the Eaton and Hamilton pike, was begun by the settlers at an early
day, and in it are found some very fine works of the monument builder, but,
being regarded as a family cemetery, it is now but little used.
T H E COUNTY SEAT.

Eaton, the county seat, is the only village within Washington township,
and since, for a hundred years, nearly all the people of the township have
gone to church, sold the produce of their farms, transacted most of their
business and held their conventions and elections in Eaton, its history is, in
reality, the history of the township.
William Bruce, early in 1805, was prospecting for a location for a home
and visited this county. Discovering the natural dam in Seven Mile creek,
near what is now the west end of Wadsworth street, he is said to have examined carefully the possibilities of the stream and the country around it, and
so well pleased was he that he purchased three sections of land. Near a
spring about a half mile south of where the court house now stands he built
his cabin, the first in the township. His mind evidently had been busy trying
to see into the future, for he at once set to work to make that future produce
the mental picture he had drawn. During the winter of 1805-6 William
Bruce had the town of Eaton sun-eyed and platted, and on February 20,
1806, recorded his plat in Dayton.
Eaton was incorporated by an act of the Legislature, January 31, 1836,
and Jesse Paramore was the first mayor of the village.
The town of Eaton, as originally laid out, consisted of that part of the
town between Israel street on the south, Decatur street on the north, Maple
street on the east and Seven Mile creek on the west. All lots were laid out
fronting on the streets that ran east and west, and were all one hundred and
ninety-eight feet deep by forty-nine and one-half feet wide, with one-rod
alleys, east and west, midway between the east and west streets, with no alleys running north and south, except the lots west of South Beech
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street and west of Walnut street, which usually were not full lots, being
limited by the slanting direction of Water street, which was laid out along
the bank of Seven Mile creek. Barron and Main streets were each ninetynine feet wide, while all other streets were sixty-six feet wide. All east and
west streets extended from Maple street to the bank of Seven Mile creek.
The lots along Water street that are not full lots are called fractional. Many
of the houses, as now built, front on the streets that run north and south,
but they are situated on parts of two or more lots that faced north or south,
and the original numbers, as laid out, are still retained.
PUBLIC LOTS PROVIDED.

William Bruce, at the same time, laid out four lots, each twelve rods
square, one at each of the four corners of the intersection of Main and Barron streets, and labeled them A, for a court house square, and ever since so
used: B, at the northeast corner for an academy and school house; C, at the
northwest corner, and D, at the southwest corner for churches, each to have
one lot, but not to be used for burial purposes, and E, east of Maple street
and about midway between Bruce street and the Lexington road, and twelve
rods wide, east and west, to be used for six burial grounds, five for churches
and one for those who belonged to no "regular congregation," the latter to
be the farthest north.
The lots B, C and D subsequently were divided into much their present
shapes and sold by a committee of three, appointed by and acting under a
statute of the Legislature, and the proceeds applied for the benefit of the
schools of the town. The constitutionality of such a statute would probably
be strongly contested now, but time has long since cured all defects.
The greater part of the town that has since been laid out and added has
not been made comformable to the original plat, except that the streets running north have been continued as before, save Barron street, which, north
of the railroad, is only sixty-six feet wide.
The first house built in Eaton was erected by John Mills, who arrived
on April i, 1806, .and built, at the northwest corner of Main and Beech
streets, a small log cabin, and in that cabin, on May I, 1806, Polly Mills was
born, being the first baby born in Eaton, but Mills soon moved away and was
forgotten.
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T H E FIRST REAL SETTLER.

David E. Hendrix reached the town from Camden on April 2, 1806,
and built a cabin on what is now the brewery lot. Soon thereafter he built
a substantial two-story log house at the southeast corner of Main and Beech
streets, in which he conducted the first tavern in the town. He continued to
be a resident and citizen until his death, in 1845, and it really may be claimed
that he was the original pioneer, the first real settler of the town. Some of
his descendants reside in and near the town to this day. It is claimed that
David E. Hendrix dug the first well in the town, and that the first religious
meeting was held at his home, the services being conducted by a preacher of
the New Christian church.
During 1806 David and Abram Eaton (Heaton), Samuel Hawkins
and his five sons, Samuel Watts, Samuel Carr, Henry Whitesell. John Banfill- and two sons, with a number of others, moved to the town, attracted by
the probability that it would be the county seat of a new county, as well as
by the fertility of the lands, so that during the year there were some fifteen
or twenty cabins erected, chiefly along Main street. Alexander Mitchell and
Alexander C. Lanier, whose names later were so prominent in the organization of the county government, arrived in 1807, and Mitchell continued to
live there until his death, during the cholera epidemic of 1849. Cornelius
Vanausdal, with his brother, Isaac, probably came to the town in. the fall
of 1807, but did not open and establish his store until 1808. Isaac Stephens
and Isaac Banta came about the outbreak of the War of 1812, and many of
their descendants are now residents of the city and county. After the war
there were many accessions to the town, some of whom remained and some
of whom, after a residence of a few years, moved on west, all emigration
going in that direction.
The first marriage in the town is said to have been performed on December 1, 1807, solemnizing the union of John Harbison and Mary Brown, who
set up housekeeping on the northeast corner of Barron and Israel streets.
For the first twenty-five years after the town was settled the buildings
were constructed chiefly south of Main street, a very few scattering ones
being located north of Somers street. In fact, it is claimed that in 1830
forest trees still stood on the lots west of the town hall on Somers street.
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EARLY INDUSTRIAL

ENTERPRISES.

The first manufacturing establishment was the mill of William Bruce,
built in 1806 and rebuilt in 1810. Bruce later added a woolen-mill for
carding wool, which the good wives of the county spun into yarn and then
wove it into cloth for family use. The next was a wagon-maker's shop,
built by John Harbison in 1811, at the northwest corner of Main and Maple
streets, which he continued to operate for a number of years.
Richard Leeson started a tannery soon after the War of 1812, which
continued in operation under different owners until a few years ago, the
last owner, Martin Rehfuss, closing it on account of his age and because the
fierce competition of the large companies had so cheapened the output that
it was no longer a paying proposition to tan by the old process.
A plow factory was started during the Civil War, and carriage making
was carried on by two or three firms until about thirty years ago. A flaxmill was started in 1856 and continued for some years. Cigar-making began
in 1845, a n d other cigar manufacturers followed, some operating on quite a
large scale—J. S. Quinn, Ayres & Filbert, Coovert & Jones and others, until
it is said that about 1880, there were some two hundred cigarmakers in
Eaton, all of whom now are gone save F. P. Filbert, who still maintains a
few hands.
The. Excelsior School Seat Company was established by the Brooke
Brothers about the year 1873, and for two or three years this company did
the largest business ever done in the town, but it finally suspended and
moved to Richmond, later to Indianapolis and thence to Cincinnati.
About the year 1901 a bedstead factory for the manufacture of brass
and iron bedsteads was started by D. J. Miller. After a donation by a
number of citizens of a bonus of some four thousand dollars, buildings were
erected and the business seemed to be prosperous for some years. In 1908
Miller concluded he could do better elsewhere and moved the business to
McAllister, Oklahoma. I am informed that he has now suspended operations
there.
The steam grist-mill at Eaton was built by Kinzie & Reynolds in 1870,
after a donation by citizens, and later passed into the hands of J. R. McCleaf,
then to W. H. Boner, and finally, a few years ago, to H. C. Robinson, who
refitted it and installed electric motors, and it is yet turning out as good flour
as it ever made.
In 1880 there was a company formed to manufacture wind engines,
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for pumping water and grinding feed. This plant occupied the buildings
just south of the railroad and west of Barron street, and for a time was
prosperous, but after about six years it suspended.
L. Gable & Company, in 1870, erected and for a number of years operated a planing-mill and lumber-yard, but sold out and removed to the
Pacific coast. The business then passed through a number of hands, until
some years ago it fell into the hands of Hiestand & Company, and is now in
successful operation.
In 1848 John P. Acton established the steam saw-mill on the Richmond
turnpike, west of Eaton, and at his death it passed into the hands of his
grandsons, who, under the name of Hiestand & Company, are yet keeping it
going, although the available saw timber is getting scarce. There have been
several other saw-mills started, in and around the town, but all now are
silent, and some of the sites forgotten.
About 1898 the Fox Brothers started a glove factory for the manufacture of cheap gloves and mittens for workmen, and erected a substantial
two-story, brick building, adjoining the railroad, about one-half square west
of Barron street, and it proved so successful that some years ago they sold
it to the Indianapolis Glove Company, which is now operating it, employing
from sixty to one hundred hands, mostly women.
T H E FIRST T E L E P H O N E .

In 1897 a man named J. A. Brooke, from Attica, Indiana, secured a
franchise from the council for a telephone company and built an exchange,
installing many phones in business and private houses. In about two years
a home company was formed, called the Eaton Telephone Company, which
bought him out and proceeded to extend its lines, until now, by connections
with local lines, all parts of the county may be reached, and, by connections
with long-distance lines, our neighboring cities and states are within call.
This company now has over sixteen hundred phones.
In 1886 John R. Cook, manager of an electric-light plant that had been
in operation a year or more, contracted to light the streets of the town, and
for some dozen years the town was lighted by arc-lamps, on two skeletoniron towers, one hundred and twenty-five feet high, one at the court house
corner, and one near the depot, with some three or four arc-lamps, suspended
in the streets. In T897, on account of the heavy shadows cast by the lamps,
and the cost of operating enough arc-lamps to properly light the town, the
council decided to install the present system of an incandescent lamp in the
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center of each street, at the street and alley intersections, which has thus far
proved satisfactory. The electric company several times has changed hands,
and for a while operated an artificial ice plant in connection with the lighting,
but the latter proved unprofitable and was abandoned. Finally, some four
years ago, the whole plant was sold to the Eaton Lighting Company, which
has been operating it since that time.
In 1913 the Ernest Nursery Company started a nursery plant at Eaton,
with its office and rooms in the old bedstead factory. This company seems
to be doing a good business and has many acres now in nursery stock.
In 1909 H. M. Young formed the Eaton Cement Tile Company, for the
manufacture of cement tile, and buildings were erected on Garrison branch,
about one-half mile southwest of Eaton. Improved machinery was installed
and the company has succeeded in building up an extensive business, both at
home and in shipping tile to neighboring counties.
There have been several large tobacco warehouses in Eaton, where the
tobacco was stored, handled, sweated and sold, J. L. Quinn's warehouse,
built in 1862, being the first. Then followed the Musselman, Glick, Kingbush and Christman warehouses, which for a time furnished considerable
employment, but now all but one or two are used for other purposes, and
these are simply shipping stations for the buyers, the tobacco generally being
handled elsewhere. J. L. Quinn continued in the business until his death,
after which his son, Nelson Quinn, continued the business for a number of
years, and still buys some tobacco, but not as extensively as formerly. The
tremendous extent and amount of the tobacco business of the county at the
present time may be noted by turning to the agricultural statistics for the
county.
In 1907 the Young Brothers, D. A. and Ed. Young, started a tobacco
warehouse just south of the railroad on Cherry street, which they later
turned largely into a plant for the manufacturing of "stogies," which business they are still operating successfully.
HISTORY OF EATON SCHOOLS.

About the first public institution installed in Eaton was the public school.
About the year 1807 John Hollingsworth is said-to have started a school in
a log cabin on Wadsworth street, west of Barron street. Of course it was a
subscription school, the school house probably being built in much the same
fashion as was the primitive school house described elsewhere in these pages.
About 1809 or 1810 a school house was built on lot B, dedicated to
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school uses by William Bruce, and in 1811 an act was passed by the Legislature appointing three commissioners to divide up and sell lots B. C and D,
the proceeds of the sale to be used in carrying out the purposes for which
the lots were dedicated. Lot B was divided into four lots, which were sold
for four hundred nine dollars and sixty-six cents, and thirty dollars was
paid for another lot, the balance being used to build a frame school house,
which building was also used one year for holding court. There were, of
course, schools, more or less each year, but no records of these pioneer seats
of learning have been kept.
In 1826 Abner Haines came to town and taught subscription school for
a term or two, the terms being of three months' duration. During the next
four years the school was taught by George D. Hendrix. who said that at
one time he enrolled one hundred and twenty pupils. He taught the "three
Rs," and spelling and grammar, teaching eight to ten hours a day all grades
from "A, B, C" up. The pens used in the school were made by the teacher
from goose-quills, for all the writing pupils and copies were painstakingly
set for a pattern.
In 1849 t n e Legislature passed an act authorizing villages to organize
graded schools, giving the board entire power over the school, with the
proviso that there should be eight months of school each year.
Eaton was organized into district No. 4. one and one-half miles square,
the directors being given power to levy a tax on the entire district for money
for the school, up to three mills on the dollar. George D. Hendrix and Felix
Marsh were both in the Legislature, and by voice and vote helped pass the
act. Of course a "howl" went up from a certain class, but the mass of the
people were for the law.
A contract was let for the building of a new school house on the lot at
the southeast corner of Barron and High streets. The old buildings were
sold, and a building was erected at a cost of three thousand six hundred dollars, in which school was opened on December 2, 1850, with four teachers,
David M. Morrow being the superintendent. In 1858 it was decided to build
another school house, one not proving sufficient, and four acres of land were
purchased of Hardin Bruce at the southwest corner of Israel street and
Franklin road, and on this tract in 1864 a fine two-story building was
erected, which since has been locally known as the South school building. In
1870 the board set out many trees on the grounds, the same today generally being regarded as the finest school grounds in the county, many of the
trees having grown to good size, making the campus an ideal play ground.
Again the school facilities proved inadequate and about the year 1880
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it was decided to erect a large central building on the old lot on Barron
street. A three-story building, containing sixteen school rooms, basement,
and other necessary rooms, was built, the same being finished and furnished
in 1884, at a cost of something over fifty-five thousand dollars. This is called
the North school building.
The organization of the Eaton schools into a graded system really
began with the act of 1849, D u t it w a s nearly twenty-five years before the
plan was completely worked out to success, the first class to be designated
as high school graduates having been graduated in 1872, since which time
there has been a graduating class each year.
There are now employed in the Eaton schools twenty-one teachers and
a superintendent. The list of superintendents, since 1850, as far as known,
follow: D. M. Morrow, 1850; James Long, i860; J. N. Lake, 1861-65;
A. C. Messenger, 1862; S. S. Dix, 1863-66; M. L. Holt, 1864; C. C. Featherling, 1867; W. L. Shaw, 1867-69; Peter Sellers, 1869; W. C. Barnhart,
1870-73; B. F. Morgan, 1873; W. L Shaw, 1875-79; J- M. Withrow, 1879;
L. D. Brown, later state school commissioner; C. C. Miller, 1884; J. P,
Sharkey-, 1885; J. H. Gibbons, 1901; H. S. Hippensteel, 1904; R. J. Beachler, 1906; F. B. Bryant, 1908; John O'Leary, 1910. Enrollment now five
hundred and seventy pupils.
BATON'S WATER-WORKS SYSTEM.

Up to 1890 the water used in the city came from wells, but there had
been an agitation going on for better potable water, and in that year the
question of issuing bonds for building a municipally-owned water-works
was submitted to the people, and it passed by a great majority. The plant
was built in 1891 and 1892, with a pumping capacity great enough to supply
the town for many years to come, the supply being obtained from driven
wells in the valley of Seven-Mile creek, just northwest of town, driven to a
depth ranging from eighty-five to one hundred and twenty feet in depth,
from which is obtained an ample supply of the finest quality of water.
In order to complete the system another issue of bonds had been voted,
the total first cost of the system being seventy-five thousand dollars, to which
some twenty thousand dollars has since been added for extensions, machinery and improvements. The water-works plant soon became self-supporting
and now for many years the income from the wrater rents, which are very
reasonable, has been ample to keep the plant up-to-date. Since the plant's
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construction no fire has been allowed to spread beyond the building in which
it started.
The water-tower, at the northwest corner of the town, consists of fifty
feet of stone foundation, surmounted by an iron water-tower, twenty feet
in diameter by eighty-five feet in height.
SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM.

In 1907 a vote was taken to issue bonds for a complete sanitary-sewer
system and a partial storm-sewer system, which propositions were carried by
a majority so great that it may be set down as overwhelming. The systems were built in 1908-9, under A. L. Reid, civil engineer, who had prepared the plans. A sewage-disposal plant was erected in the valley, about
two-thirds of a mile south of the town, to which all sewer pipes lead, while
the storm sewers find an outlet in both Seven-Mile creek and Rocky run.
Since the construction, repairs on the sewer system have amounted practically
to nothing.
The total cost of the whole sewer system and disposal plant was about
one hundred and thirty thousand dollars. So successfully have the waterworks and sewer plant been operated, both in points of efficiency and economy, that there is a growing demand that the town build and own and
operate its own electric-lighting plant in connection with the waterworks
plant, and thus control all its public utilities. The growth of the agitation
probably will depend upon the continued success of the operation of those
public utilities now owned by the city.
STREETS AND ROADWAYS.

From the earliest times down to about 1888, the making of the streets
of the village was entirely with an inferior quality of gravel, because a good
quality was not readily obtainable in that locality, but in the year named a
movement was started for better streets, and the council decided on crushed
limestone from the quarries in Seven-Mile creek, which, at various times, for
several years was used, but the stone proved too soft. A change then was
made to crushed boulders for a number of years. In 1912 the council paved
Main street, east of the railroad crossing, with McAdam and Tarvia. Then,
after a petition thereto, the council, in 1914, paved Main street from the
railroad crossing west to the Richmond pike, and North Cherry street to
Mechanic street, with what is called cement asphalt, from curb l/o curb,
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except nine feet wide, in the center of Main street, which is of brick; this
being the first paved street ever built in the county. Like all improvements,
this measure was won only by the determined efforts of the public-spirited
citizens, backed by their determination to have a better town.
There are ten county roads leading into the town from different directions, all of which are of good macadam or gravel for from seven to fifteen
miles from Eaton.
T H E TOWN'S FIRE-FIGHTING FORCE.

In 1835 a lire engine and hose company- was organized to fight fires. The
council purchased a hand-engine, called "Water Witch," and the company,
composed of many of Eaton's best citizens, regularly drilled and practiced
with the engine, being incited thereto for two reasons: the fear of fires in a
village composed mostly of wood houses, and because, as members of such
company, they were freed from militia duty and from working out their poll
tax.
Several minor fires gave them practice. On the night of Saturday,
June 4. 1859, a great fire started in the building immediately east of the
Minor block and swept east to the fire wall of the Longnecker grocery and
west to Barron street, thence north nearly to the alley, and the little engine
did effective work in staying the fire. The loss incurred was estimated at
about fifty thousand dollars and the fire generally has been attributed to safe
robbers, who are supposed to have set the fire to hide their robbery, which
probably was the work of local talent.
Just one month later, on the night of July 4, 1859, a fire started in a
bakery about two doors east of the present court-house grounds. This fire
burned two buildings east and worked west, destroying the town hall, a
three-story building, situated on the east fifty feet of what is now the courthouse grounds and stopped because there was nothing else to burn. The
Masonic fraternity owned the third story of the town hall, twenty-six by
sixty feet, and saved its furniture and records. The buildings were all
frame and their places were taken by substantial brick buildings, the new
block being styled Commercial Row.
After this latter fire the county commissioners took over the town hall
lot and added it to the court house yard. As the Masonic lodge had no
rebuilding clause in its title to the third story, it found itself the owner of a
space twenty-six by sixty feet, twenty-four feet off the ground, and no
foundation, literally "up in the air" and unavailable as a title.
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In 1872 the council purchased an Ahrens steam fire engine, which has
been kept in perfect working order ever since, as a safety measure, but since
1892 entire dependence has been placed on the hose wagon and fire plugs of
the waterworks. The hose wagon is still drawn by horses, but the council
already has taken action and, by the time this account is in print, the town
will be equipped with one of the best auto fire trucks. Thus horseflesh will
have lost another job.
There have been other fires since 1859, but, as compared to the destruction wrought by the two above described, they were of minor importance. The volunteer fire company is still maintained and holds regular meetings on the second Tuesday evening of each month.
DREAD VISITATION OF CHOLERA.

The most fearful calamity- that, ever befell the town was in July and
August, 1849, still styled in local annals the cholera year. The disease
seemed to come into this county as an epidemic from Boston, Indiana, which
was on the stage route from Cincinnati to Richmond. Eaton at that time
had a population of about twelve hundred. On July 9 John Ulery, a fiveyear-old boy, died, and almost daily thereafter from one to nine died, until
there was a reign of terror. Half of the people deserted the town and
stores were closed until only the store of L. T. McCabe w-as kept open. The
sextons could not provide graves rapidly enough and were helped by some
of the town's most prominent citizens. Doctors and preachers remained on
duty and some fifteen or twenty men banded themselves together and pledged
each other to stay and do what they could. Of this plucky band only one,
Andrew Mikesell, fell a victim to the terror that walketh in the night. When
September came the disease abated. It then was found that about one hundred of the townspeople had fallen, besides many in the country, of all ages
and conditions of life. In two months nearly every tenth person had died;
sadness was in every house, and the memory of that awful year is yet like a
nightmare to our people. In 1854 cholera again appeared, but claimed but
few victims.
I am indebted to "Uncle" James V. Acton for the above description of
that cholera year. He lived in Eaton and stayed there during the plague,
losing father and mother by the scourge.
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EATON'S TOWN H A L L .

In 1869 the council decided to erect a town hall at the southwest corner
of Barron and Somers streets, on a lot there purchased. Bonds were issued
for the purpose and in September of that year the project was started, the
township of Washington, having no building or office for township purposes,
uniting with the town, the township to have the southeast room on the first
floor, fifteen by thirty feet. The building was completed in 1870, at a cost of
twenty-one thousand five hundred dollars. About 1888 an addition was
erected at the rear of the building for the use of the fire engine and to increase the capacity of the room on the second floor. The building is now
too small for the purposes of the village, and a movement is being agitated
for a new and larger building at some central location.
INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL.

The first coal for fuel purposes was probably shipped to the town by
G. H. Eidson during or very soon after the Civil War, and he continued in the
business as a coal dealer until his death, more than thirty years later. The
business proved very remunerative and, wood becoming scarcer each year,
others entered into competition, until today there are three or four coal
yards, each seeming to have a good business, the old Eidson yard being yet
in operation under Nelson Quinn and son, with the firm style of Quinn &
Company. It is not my purpose to advertise the business of any one, hence
I shall content myself with giving the number of the business houses in the
town engaged in the various occupations. There are sixteen groceries, five
dry-goods stores, three notion stores, two bakeries, five hardware stores,
three drug stores, four butcher shops, one book store, one dairy, one creamery, three livery stables, four garages, one canning factory, one ice company,
two grain elevators, two lumber yards, three monument shops, three plumbers, four or five blacksmiths, four barber shops, three places where furniture
may be purchased, three jewelers, three milliners, three shoe stores, three
clothing stores, two agricultural machinery stores, one candy store, one
bowling alley, two poolrooms, one tailor shop, two harness shops, one florist,
one gardener, two hotels, four restaurants, one express office and a number of
small shops of various trades that supply a local demand, besides nine churches
and two banks. These do the business of the town and surrounding community. .

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

319

There has been a band organized at different times in Eaton for the last
seventy-five years, but men died or moved or dissension arose and these
several organizations disbanded, to be reorganized again. Just now the band
seems to be in a state of innocuous desuetude. William H. H. Eson and
Charles Churchill have pulled it together each time for forty years past, and
the community is awaiting expectantly their further announcements.
ANTI-SALOON ACTIVITIES.

The temperance movement in Eaton seems to have begun in 1846, in
which year a lodge of the Sons of Temperance was started in that town,
which lasted only about three years. This movement was followed in 1850
by a lodge of the Temple of Honor, which dwindled away. In 1867 a lodge
of Good Templars was organized and continued actively to urge temperance
for several years. In 1877 t n e Murphy movement began and many persons
were induced to sign the pledge. For some three years the movement seemed
to prosper and its eventual disbandment has always been attributed to dissension in the ranks over the many methods suggested for securing what
they wanted, people losing interest in the discussions of theorists. Another
long sleep ensued, until about the year 1903 or 1904, when the Anti-Saloon
League began to attract attention by its successes, victories secured by ignoring all party lines and calling the public's attention to the character of men
and measures, regardless of what party the league's advocacy helped or hurt.
Under the referendum law, passed but a year or so before, the people, in
November, 1908, filed a petition for a vote of the entire county. The election was held on December 14, 1908, resulting in the voting of the whole
county "dry" by over one thousand majority, and on January 13, 1909, the
saloons of the county closed their doors. There were saloons at that time
only in West Manchester and Eaton, all the other villages having been voted
"dry" under the Beall law.
Since the above date no open saloons have existed in the county, but
under the repeal of the county unit law, by vote of the state in 1914, saloons
may be opened in the two villages that gave a "wet" majority, and before
this is in print it is claimed there will be saloons opened in both towns. The
agitation is still going on and the end is not yet in sight. On May 1, 1915,
after being out six and one-fourth years, two saloons opened and by June 1
the "wets" promise to have four more.
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BLACK PAGE IN EATON'S ANNALS.

There is one black page in the history of the town that all good citizens
of Eaton regret. On the evening of December 7, 1886, a man named William Mussle, a ne'er-do-well, was given a night's lodging by Daniel Christman, a well-to-do farmer some two miles northwest of Eaton. Mussle slew
the old man with an axe as he was returning from the barn, ransacked the
house for money, securing twenty- dollars in gold; then beat the old wife
over the head with a club, and, leaving her for dead, fired the house to conceal his crime and fled. Mrs. Christman, aroused by the fire reaching her,
succeeded in quenching the fire, gave the alarm and search was made for
Mussle far and wide, but for ten days without success. At last, on account
of a picture and description published in the Cincinnati Enquirer, the murderer was arrested while working for a farmer in central Illinois. He was
later identified by the officers from this county, and brought to the Eaton
jail on December 21, 1886. Great crowds filled the streets, excited by the
atrocity of the crime, and attempted to take him from the sheriff, but without success. After dark, however, word was passed to those wanted and a
meeting was held in the engine room, to which only those were admitted
who passed inspection of the doorkeeper. Shortly after eight o'clock at
night a crowd of some eighty or more men, unmasked, swept down the
street in a solid body, overpowered the sheriff, beat in the jail door with'a
sledge hammer, and took Mussle out and hanged him to one of the arms of
the electric-light tower, at the corner of the court-house yard, and then
dispersed.
An effort was made, half-hearted perhaps, to indict some of the members of the mob, but without success. This is the only time that mob law
has been allowed to predominate in our county. The better citizens waked
up, and, a time or two since, when excited men have tried to start another
riot, the alarm went out and the rioters found there were plenty of determined men behind the walls, armed with Winchesters, and on each occasion
the mob melted as silently as a snow bank before May sunshine.
EATON'S PHYSICIANS.

The first physician to locate in Eaton was Dr. Walter Buel, who arrived in 1808 and who continued to practice there until about 1828, in which
year he moved to Indiana, his death occurring there a few years later. During the first three or four years of his residence in Eaton he was the only
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doctor in the village and his professional travel, away from town, was along
forest trails. For his gentle kindness he was loved by all and his services
were in much demand.
In 1811 Doctor Henderson arrived from Kentucky and was regarded as
an able doctor, but being of a domineering disposition and sometimes given
to swearing at his patients, he accumulated few real friends, although people
were willing to admit his skill as a doctor. He died in 1824.
About 1820 Jesse Paramore, who also came from Kentucky, moved to
town, and soon became the foremost doctor of the community, having pronounced success in his treatment of fevers, which were then common. He
was elected the first mayor of Eaton, in 1836, and served in such official
capacity in addition to maintaining his large practice. He is said to have
been very reasonable in his charges. He died in Eaton in 1857.
Dr. Pliny M. Crume moved from Butler county, Ohio, to Eaton in
1833 and practiced there for thirty years. He was regarded as one of the
best-read and ablest physicians of the county, having been for a while a
professor in a Cincinnati medical school. He moved to Wabash county.
Indiana, where he had a son living, and died there some years ago.
Dr. William H. H. B. Minor arrived in Eaton in 1835 and practiced
medicine successfully there until 1851, in which year he entered the dry
goods business, but soon sold out and started a drug store, which, being
more to his liking, he continued to operate until his death. He was a successful business man and built what has ever since been known as the Minor
block.
Dr. James B. Welsh arrived in Eaton in 1858 and soon secured an extensive practice, being for many years regarded as one of the ablest physicians of the county in his treatment of certain ailments, especially old chronic
cases and diseases of children. He held the confidence and esteem of our
citizens until his death, some dozen years ago.
Dr. P. M. Small, born in 1834, began the practice of medicine in Eaton
in 1859, and secured a wide practice. He was a light, active man, and for
a number of years covered a wider territory with his practice than any
doctor in the town. He was graduated from both the old school and the
eclectic school of medicine and freely counselled with the local physicians of
both schools. He died some fifteen years ago in Eaton.
Dr. A. H. Stephens, born in Eaton in 1818, began practice in Camden
in 1848, with Doctor Dunham. When the Civil war began he enlisted as
regimental surgeon in the Sixth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and
(21)
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served three years, then began practice in Eaton and there continued until
his death, about twenty-five years ago. His practice in the army gave him a
reputation as a surgeon which he well sustained. He was a large man with
a genial wit, and seldom allowed himself to be ruffled.
Dr. James L. Quinn, born in this county in 1841, was graduated from
Miami Medical College in 1869 and was for a year resident physician of the
Cincinnati hospital. In 1872 he began practice in Eaton and was regarded
as one of the best-read physicians in the town. He held the office of coroner
several terms and died while in office, in 1913, universally respected by all
for his fine scholarship and gentlemanly qualities.
There have been quite a number of other doctors who have for longer
or shorter terms practiced medicine in the village and then moved to other
territory, but who did not leave the impression upon the people that those
named did.
Following is a list of Eaton's present doctors: Dr. A. A. Lovett, born
in 1849, began practice in Eaton in 1878, and later married Nettie, daughter
of Doctor Minor. Dr. F. M. Michael, born in 1849, began practice in 1879,
and later married Minnie, daughter of J. H. Foos, attorney. These two are
the oldest practitioners in the village. Then come L. R. PryOr, C. W. Conley, J. C. Ryder, George W. Flory, H. Z. Silver and E. E. Welsh. They
are graduates of the various schools of medicine, some of them of two different schools. I can truthfully say of each and all that they are good
doctors, and if occasion should require I should not hesitate to employ any
one of them. All have good practices and it would be a useless task to try
to single out any one as the superior. All are useful citizens.
AN INTERESTING

COMPARISON.

In order that the reader may compare Eaton of today with Eaton in
1839, I submit an excerpt taken from the Ohio Gazetteer of that date, covering industrial and commercial conditions at that time: "There is one gristmill, one saw-mili, one fulling-mill, one carding machine and one machine
for manufacturing gun barrels, all operated by the water of Seven-Mile
creek. The town contains about one hundred and forty-five houses, thirty
shops, three taverns, fifteen stores and groceries, two school houses, three
churches, two tanneries, four pork houses, one printing office, three lawyers
and three doctors, and about one thousand people, supplied by mail daily by
stage from Dayton, Richmond and Hamilton, and one weekly mail by horseback from Lebanon." Those good old times would not satisfy us now.
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In 1902 the United States postal authorities started rural free delivery
from the Eaton postoffice, and there are now ten rural routes out of the
town. In December, 1913, the postoffice started delivering mail twice daily
in Eaton, free delivery.
CHURCHES.

*

The first church organized in Eaton was the church known there as the
Christian church, which was organized at the house of Nathan Sellers, about
a mile south of Eaton in 1807, in which organization Reuben Dooley, Barton
W. Stone and David Purviance were the chief movers. Within a year or so
a public church was built in the southwest part of the town and the church
continued until about 1830, when, on account of much discussion by the
church members of the proper method and necessity of baptism, it is said,
the church suspended. In 1841 Nathan Sellers again got the members together, the church was reorganized, and has continued as a vital organization, until today it is one of the strongest churches in the county. In i860
a movement was started to build a new church building and a subscription
was started for the purpose, but after earnest canvassing the committees
reported that they could not raise sufficient funds and it seemed they must
abandon the project. Cornelius Vanausdal, hearing of the probable failure,
subscribed about one thousand four hundred dollars, the balance needed. A
brick church was built, at a cost of about four thousand five hundred dollars,
being completed in 1861.
As time went on the church again became inadequate, and in 1892 a
movement was started for a larger and better building, which was built and
completed in T894, at a cost of about thirteen thousand dollars. In addition,
the church has a comfortable brick parsonage hardby the church. The church
now has a membership of six hundred and twenty, many of whom are from
the country for several miles around the town, and I presume it is true that
on Sunday more automobiles are seen about this church than any other in
Eaton, or probably about all the other churches in town combined. I am
glad to call attention to the automobile as bringing people to church, for it
too often is blamed with keeping them away from church. In 1909 the congregation of the Christian church added a very fine pipe-organ.
The pastors of this church have been: Peter Banta, J. F. Sloan, E. W.
Humphreys, J. T. Linn, T. M. McWhinney, J. D. Lauer, Levi Purviance,
James Maple, Z. T. Sullivan, C. W. Garoute, 1877; W. H. Orr, 1881; C. J.
Jones, 1885; J. G. Bishop, 1887; James Maple, 1888; H. C. Crampton, 1890;
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J. F. Burnett, 1893; W. D. Samuels, 1900; H. A. Smith, 1904; McD.
Howsare, 1911.
EATON METHODISM.

The Methodist Episcopal church first held services in the cabin of
Wifliam Castor, in Eaton, about 1811. Occasional services were held elsewhere in the town, and it is said services were held in the jail and court
house for awhile. About the year 1828 a movement was started to build a
church. The members donated labor, timber, hauling and some money, and
in 1829 a small church was built, the first quarterly meeting being held in
1830. The preacher at that time "rode the circuit," the circuit preacher then
being John A. Baughman. The church committee reported sixty dollars as
the share of Eaton towards his salary, but the church only really paid him
nine dollars twelve and a half cents. The church then numbered sixty. In
1831 the Methodists started a subscription to build a parsonage, as the town
was centrally located in the circuit, and they collected about four hundred
dollars, with which they bought a lot and built a parsonage, which served for
many years.
In 1838 a movement was started for a new church and a building was
erected at the point where the Central hotel now stands; in fact, the rear half
of that hotel is the old church, having been incorporated into the addition
that was made to remodel the building into a hotel. It is said that the
dining hall is a part of the old church. This church was finished in 1842
and was dedicated by that pioneer of Methodism, James B. Finley.
Again the church became too small, and in 1868 another movement
was started to erect a larger and more modern edifice. Subscriptions were
taken, the present grounds at the southeast corner of Maple and Somers
streets were purchased, and the present two-story brick church, the largest
in the county, was erected and dedicated in 1871, the same costing about
forty-four thousand five hundred dollars, as finally completed and furnished.
The membership of this church now numbers four hundred and forty.
The pastors of this church and the year they began service, so far as
known are: J. Murray and S. Colvin, 1824; James Huffman and S. Shaw,
1828; Joseph Reider, 1829; John A. Baughman, 1830; William Sutton,
1833; C. W. Swain, 1834; J. A. Reeder, 1836; A. B. Stroud, 1838; Joseph
McDowell, 1841; Asbury Lowrey, 1842; P. A. Muchner, 1843; George W.
Maley, 1844; William Rutledge, 1845; William Langard, 1846; W. R. Davis,
1847; p - A - Muchner, 1849; Levi Wrhite, 1850; Isaac Neff, 1852; C. W.
Swain, 1853, and L. F. VanCleve, 1854. The Eaton church in the latter
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year became a regular charge and then followed: William Smith, 1856; M.
Kauffman, 1858; W. J. Ellsworth, 1859; J- W. Weakley, i860; L. D^ Clayton, 1862; William S. Hartley, 1864; Thomas J. Harris, 1865; Alexander
Meharry, 1867; J. W. Cassatt, 1871; John F. Morley, 1874; Thomas Collett,
1875; T. S. Cowden, 1877; A. N. Spahr, 1880; S. A. Brewster, 1883: James
Murray, 1886; J. P. Shultz, 1889; J. L. Glasscock, 1891; J. W. Cassatt,
1892; J. L. Shively, 1893; Creighton Wones, 1897; L. E. Prentiss, 1899;
C H. Haines, 1901 ; W. A. Wiant, 1903; E. M. Elsworth, 1906; O. L. Utter,
1910, and George H. Smith, 1912.
Early in the forties the Methodists started a Sunday school and have
ever since maintained it, now enrolling about three hundred members.
FATHER OF PREBLE COUNTY

METHODISM.

It would seem proper, here to give the reader some idea of the man
who perhaps more than any other was the instrument under God to spread
Methodism, not only in this county, but in the state of Ohio—James B.
Finley, whose mortal remains await the Resurrection in Mound Hill cemetery. His father was a Presbyterian preacher in Pennsylvania, where James
was born in 1781, a few years after which date the family moved to Kentucky. In 1796 the father freed his slaves and moved to Chillicothe, Ohio,
where James studied medicine and began practice, but not liking the profession of medicine, abandoned it. Being a good rifle shot and a hunter, he
decided that the life of a backwoodsman was the life for him. In 1801 he
married Hannah Strane and settled in the woods in Highland county, this
state, where he resided until the year 1809, occasionally speaking and exhorting at meetings.
In 1809 James B. Finley was licensed as a preacher of the Methodist
Episcopal church and began a career that left its impress upon the lives of
many people. His first circuit was Wills Creek circuit, four hundred and
seventy-five miles long, beginning at Zanesville and comprising the settlements along the Muskingum and tributaries thereto and east of Zanesville.
In 1818 he had charge of the Ohio district, including the whole state and
east to the mountains. He was the missionary who succeeded in Christianizing the Wyandot Indians at Upper Sandusky. In 1827 he again went on the
circuit, and so continued until 1844, in which year he was appointed the
chaplain of the Ohio penitentiary, holding that place until 1848, when he
again began service. In 1853 he was in charge of Clinton Street church in
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Cincinnati. In 1854 he moved to Eaton to live with his daughter, Eliza H.,
the wife of Rev. John C. Brooke, and died there on September 6, 1856.
James B. Finley was eight times presiding elder of this circuit and
eight times a delegate to the general conference. During all those years
of his active life his traveling was mostly done on horseback. He held many
camp-meetings and revivals. He was a strong and effective preacher, of tireless energy, of infinite tact, possessed of a wide knowledge of human nature,
naturally eloquent and forceful, with a wide and deep knowledge of the
Bible and its history, of undoubted piety and manly character and perfectly
fearless. I presume it may safely be stated that for a third of a century he
exerted a wider influence for good in this state than was exerted by any
man of his day and generation. At least, the Methodists so recognize his
work and at every conference held in the town delegations of preachers visit
his grave, regarding it as a veritable shrine of Methodism.
CHURCH

OF T H E

DISCIPLES.

The Church of Christ, or Disciples church, was organized in Eaton
about the year 1823, in the old public church on Water street. In 1846 the
congregation decided to erect their own church, which they built at the
southeast corner of Barron and Somers streets, completing it in 1849; D u t
on account of an agreement to allow a neighbor to join with them in the
building of a party wall (generally a bad agreement) the church became
involved in a law suit in regard thereto, which lasted some years. Although
the congregation finally won the suit, dissension had arisen, and the church
dwindled. In 1873, after obtaining consent of the common pleas court, the
building was sold and the money received w-as allowed to accumulate until
1879, in which year the church was reorganized, a lot was purchased on the
west side of Barron street and a fine brick church was erected; the same
containing a baptistry, the only one in town, since which time the church has
done good work, and is now attracting many members. The total cost of
the church was about six thousand dollars. There are now about three hundred members of the church.
Henry M'ontfort was the pastor for many years prior to the cholera
year, during- which he and his wife died. Then came John R. Frame, Z.
Brown, Enos Adamson, T. D. Garver, 1879; then came L. E. Brown, S. V.
Simmons, John E. Stotler, J. W. Moore, J. M. Brown, Wooster Williams,
Clarence Baker, W. A. Guy and Harry C. Bream, 1911.
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CHURCH.

The greater part of this short history of the Presbyterian church in
Eaton was furnished by G. H. Kelly, a deacon in the church for more than
twenty years.
The first meeting of Eaton Presbyterians was held about 1819 in the
cabinet shop of Thomas Morgan, on the west side of Barron street, and
later in the shop of Alexander Mitchell, and finally in the public church,
erected at the west end of Wadsworth street, the preachers being Peter
Montfort, Alexander Porter and a Mr. Bertch or Burch, who later, in traveling the circuit, was frozen to death on the prairies of Illinois.
The Presbyterians were the first to select a site for their church under
the provisions made by Bruce in laying out the town. They selected the lot
they ever since have occupied, at the southeast corner of Beech and Decatur
streets, on which lot then was located a sheep house. In 1824 they remodeled this structure for a church, putting in puncheon benches, no backs,
and for years some of the older members carried chairs to church and home
each Sunday for their, own use. The pulpit was a box pulpit, four feet
above the floor, and was reached by a stairway. There were two front
doors, one used by the women and one by the men.
The congregation continued to grow and in a few y-ears the house was
remodeled. In 1866 Mary Hawkins, in her will, left the church a legacy of
one thousand dollars, to which more money was added and the church was
again remodeled and refurnished. A little later a small pipe-organ was installed, making a very comfortable and pleasant church. The congregation
continuing to grow, about the year 1890 an agitation was started for a better
and more modern brick edifice. Like all agitations with justice back of it.
this one continued to gain headway until about the close of 1892, when it
was decided to build, and in 1893 the building was begun, being finished the
next year, at a cost of about ten thousand dollars. To the church since has
been added a fine pipe-organ. One of the members of this church was Mrs.
Allison Fulton, a good, old Scottish woman, who in her young days, had
been used to the ringing of church bells, and she worried much because the
church had no bell. She died some three years since and her will provided
the sum of five hundred dollars, with which to purchase a church bell. A
bell was purchased, her name being cast in the same. It was hung in the
church tower and every Sunday its tones ring out as sweet and clear as her
Scottish heart could wish.
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There are now two hundred and fifty-one members of the Eaton Presbyterian church. The records of the church do not tell all that might be
desired, but so far as known the following ministers have been pastors of
the church or stated supplies thereof: John M.-Crabb, T. E. Hughes, Peter
Golliday, J. C. Mitchell, about 1840; John Marquis, about 1852; H. W.
Taylor, 1856; G. H. Webster, i860; G. M. Haid, 1866; F. L. Lenour, 1867;
J. W. Scott, 1871; John Haight, 1872; W. W. Colmier, 1874; Andrew J.
Reynolds, 1875; James H. Bratton, 1881 ; J. H. Reed, 1897; G. E. Gowdy,
1892; H. A. McDonald, 1897; W. H. Sands, 1899; George G. Copeland,
1902; W. B. Shirey, 1905, and C, A. Hunter, 1909.
The Sunday school of the church was organized about the year 1844
and has been successfully continued ever since, having proved a strong and
efficient aid to the church. It now enrolls one hundred and fifty-seven
members.
T H E UNIVERSALIST C H U R C H .

Samuel Tizzard, who arrived in 1820, as editor and manager of the
Eaton Register, was the first pronounced Universalis^ in town. About 1825
there were occasional preachers of that faith who held meetings, and finally
an organization was effected, but probably lasted as such no more than four
or five years. Again occasional preaching was had, and, about 1856, those
of that faith then in Eaton united with those of the same faith on Paint
creek. W. S. Bacon was the first pastor and they built Friendship church,
where they continued to worship as a congregation until 1872, when those
who resided in Eaton determined to have a church in town in order to spare
themselves a drive of five miles into the country. With this end in view,
they withdrew from Friendship church, the best of feeling prevailing, organized a society and bought the lot at the northwest corner of Cherry and
Somers streets, but held services for a year in the Disciples church. In
1874 they began the erection of the present brick church and completed it
for meetings in 1876, the same being dedicated in 1877, at a cost of about six
thousand dollars. There are now sixty members of the church, and about
the same number in Sunday school. The pastors have been: C. A. Lauder,
1877; Frank Evans, 1879; J. M. Getchell, 1880; J. A. Stoner; Sarah Stoner,
pastor.
ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH.

The first services of the Catholic church were held in Eaton, probably
about the year 1853, in a building rented for the purpose, by Father Carney,
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who soon after was followed by Father O'Connor, and were continued in
that building for some years. The building then was given up and services
were held at the house of Michael Ryan, who later, for a number of vears,
was marshal of the village.
About 1865 services began and were regularly held at the pastor's residence until in 1879, when the present brick church was erected and dedicated,
the edifice costing about five thousand five hundred dollars. Until a few
years previous to the building of the church, Eaton was only a station and
was supplied by Father D'Arco and Father William Daly, from Oxford and
Hamilton, respectively. Since that time the charge has been a parish, with
a priest regularly stationed. In 1903 the Catholics erected a fine brick residence for their pastor, adjoining the church, at a cost of six thousand five
hundred dollars. The membership of the church is about six hundred and
ten, a large part being from the country around the town.
The. priests in charge have been the Reverend Fathers John Bowe,
1875; F. M. Varelman, 1876; G. C. Grace. 1880; John S. Singleton, 1885;
John Cusack, 1889; Charles Doherty, 1892; A. Adelman, 1894; George
Hickey, 1895; Abraham McNamara, 1897; D. N. Halpin, 1906; James E.
Quinn, 1910; Joseph M. Hyland, 1911, present incumbent.
UNITED BRETHREN

CHURCH.

The United Brethren church was first organized in 1889 and for about a
year held services in a building owned by J. T. Deem. In 1890 the local
adherents of this faith purchased the lot at the northeast corner of Bruce
and Cherry streets, whereon they built a church, which some years later was
remodeled and veneered with cement blocks, at a total cost of over ten thousand dollars. In 1904 the United Brethren built a parsonage adjoining the
church at a cost of about three thousand dollars. They now have over three
hundred members, with a Sunday school of about two hundred enrolled.
The pastors have been: G. W. Arnold, 1889; A. Dunkelbarger, 1891 ; C. W.
Kurtz, 1893; H. Secrist, 1895; T. F. Bushong, 1897; G. R. and Ruth Hemphill, 1900; C. W. Stephens, 1902; R. A. Smith, 1906; M. I. Corfort, 1909;
D. R. Wilson, 1913.
GRACE EVANGELICAL L U T H E R A N

CHURCH.

This church was organized in Eaton about the year 1886, the members
holding their meetings in the Baptist church, the congregation of which
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had become much weakened by the removal or death of its members, and in
1889 the Baptist church property on Decatur street was purchased by the
Lutherans and remodeled. In 1896 a parsonage was added. The membership now is about seventy, with about fifty in the Sunday school. This
church and Zion church, some four miles north, are served by the same
pastor. George Baughman was the pastor to about 1892, then George
Smidt, 1892; George Weber, 1896, and George Sixth, 1915.
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL C H U R C H .

Early in the seventies of the last century there was a class formed in
Eaton of the African Methodist Episcopal church, which held meetings,
sometimes at the homes of members and sometimes in a room rented for the
purpose.
About 1879 R ev - Silas French became the pastor, and he started a
movement for a church. In 1880 the colored brethren bought the lot at the
southwest corner of Franklin and Wadsworth streets and erected a brick
church and parsonage thereon. For a number of years the church grew,
but for the past fifteen years it has decreased by reason of death and removal of the members, until it now numbers only about twelve, with a
Sunday school of about the same number. The church belongs to the
Palestine circuit and Alfred Taylor is the pastor.
In 1912 six churches of Eaton, the Methodist, the Presbyterian, the
Christian, the United Brethren, the Disciples and the Universalist, united
their efforts to hold a tabernacle revival. A tabernacle capable of holding
about two thousand people was erected at the southeast corner of Decatur
and Barron streets and the combined churches secured the services of Rev.
I. E. Hunewell, who held services from November 20 to December 22, 1912.
As a result within ninety days thereafter the churches received an aggregate
of over six hundred accessions. If these accessions were not secured as a
result of those meetings, it is a curious fact that the number was many times
greater than ever before recorded in the same time.
EATON'S FRATERNAL SOCIETIES.

Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, was organized on May 22, 1844, with the following charter members: John V.
Campbell, George Edgerley, Richard Y. Launius, Amos Yost and James
W. Murray. The initial meeting was held in the first building south of the
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St. Clair block on Barron street, and John V. Campbell, James Albert.
Michael Filbert, Theodore Harbaugh, Alfred Denny and Andrew Mikesell
were then initiated as the first class. The treasury- at that time held ten
dollars and after one year the lodge had twenty members. In 1848 the
lodge moved into a building that stood where the Eikenbery block now
stands, on Main street.
In 1855 the Odd Fellows purchased the lot at the northeast corner of
Main and Cherry streets now occupied by them and soon numbered one hundred and twenty members, representing all parts of the county, this at that
time being the only lodge in the county. Soon, however, a desire arose on
the part of those from a distance to have lodges of their own nearer home,
and this lodge furnished charter members for Lewisburg, New Paris, Gratis
and Fair Haven. John V. Campbell, was the first noble grand; James Albert, secretary, and Amos W. Yost, treasurer.
On August 24, 1873, the building owned and occupied by the Odd Fellows burned down, but they determined to rebuild greater and better, and
in the same year they started the present three-story brick building, completing it in the fall of 1874. They have continued to increase in numbers,
on account of their good works, until today they number over two hundred
members. Their success is justly due them because they have been true to
their tenets: "To visit the sick, relieve the distressed, bury their dead, protect the widow and educate the orphan." During the years the lodge has
been in existence, in obedience to these tenets, the lodge has spent over
seventy-five'thousand dollars and stands ready to do more if need be. God
bless the order and give it prosperity to help alleviate suffering and soothe
the sorrowing. The data from which this is written was furnished me by
George H. Kelly.
MASONIC LODGE.

Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, was organized in
Eaton on January 8, 1827, the charter members being John M. Gray, Joseph
C. Hawkins, David F. Heaton, Nathaniel Benjamin, Alexander Mehaffey,
Ernestus Putnam, William Edgar and Eastin Morris.
John M. Gray was the first worshipful master, and the first tyler was
Nathaniel Benjamin, who was the last survivor of that worthy band. The
first meeting was held on August 19, 1826, under a dispensation from the
deputy grand master, but the date given above is the date of the charter.
At the second meeting of the lodge four petitions were presented, among
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these being the petition of Jesse B. Stephens, whose sword carried by him in
the Mexican war, still does duty as the tyler's sword.
The lodge used for a time one of the rooms of the old court house,
under an arrangement with the commissioners^ the county reserving the
right to use the furnished room for a jury room. In 1848 the commissioners began tearing down the old court house to make room for the new one
and the lodge leased a room in the third story of the Vanausdal building, at
the northwest corner of Barron and Main streets. In 1853 the town council
arranged to build a town hall on the northeast corner of the court house
ground, and the Masons arranged to build a third story on this building for
their use, and did so, completing it the next year, Thomas J. Larsh being
worshipful master at the time. The lodge had no rebuilding clause in their
deed. On July 4, 1859, fire destroyed that and several other buildings and
the commissioners took over the ground and added it to the court house
square, where it really belonged, and the "real estate" owned by the lodge
was too high to reach. The lodge saved nearly all of its property, and for
a couple of years was granted permission to use the Odd Fellows' building.
Then, for nearly thirty years, the Masons rented a room at two or
three places. Finally, in 1890, Judge William J. Gilmore offered to sell
them a lot twenty-five feet wide on the west side of Barron street at a low
price if they would build. They accepted and the present three-story Masonic temple was erected, to which an addition has since been made. The
lodge now has one of the most comfortable homes to be found in towns of
similar size. The building was completed in 1892 and is owned jointly by
Bolivar lodge and Eaton chapter. The lodge membership now numbers over
one hundred and twenty-four brothers. For the first twenty years of its
existence the Eaton lodge drew membership from the whole county, but
since then four other lodges have been instituted in the county and its area is
limited.
Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons, was organized by charter
on December 23, 1837, with James L. Campbell, high priest; Thomas J.
Larsh, king, and Daniel Harshman, scribe. They had worked under a dispensation for about a year, but the above is the date of the charter. The
chapter has always occupied a room with Bolivar lodge and shared in its
vicissitudes, and now owns half of the Masonic temple. It is the only chapter in the county and draws its membership from the whole county. It now
numbers one hundred and five companions.
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K N I G H T S OF PYTHIAS.

On May 24, 1882, charter date, Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of
Pythias, was organized in Eaton with the following charter members: E,
H. Allison, C. C. and Frank F. Rhea, J. T. Holmes, J. R. Cook. J. S. Gary.
D. J. Musselman, H. H. Huete, G. Pfister, A. M. Crisler, B. F. Jervis. C. S.
Price, W. B. Marsh, G. M. Orr, F. G. Thompson, C. U. Patton, O. C. Filbert, J. Taylor, Charles F. Ressler, J. J. Hume and W. P. Webb. The
charter was signed by E. L. Clossee, grand commander.
The Pythians occupied the third story of the Eidson building for three
years, then moved across the hall into the Minor block, where they remained
for twenty-eight years. In 1912 they began the erection of the Pythian
temple, at the northeast corner of Somers and Barron streets, which was
completed, dedicated and occupied in February, 1914, the cost being about
twenty-two thousand dollars. This lodge now probably has the finest and
most up-to-date lodge building in the county and has a membership of three
hundred and forty.
On March 30, 1897, Dorcas Temple No. 105, Pythian Sisters, was organized with twenty-five charter members, Florence Jones, most eminent
chief. This society now numbers about two hundred and forty members
and has always occupied the same lodge room with the Knights of Pythias.
Dakota Tribe No. 73, Red Men. was organized in Eaton on December
26, 1899, with fifty-four charter members, Edward Johns, sachem. The
members rented rooms at first in the Gould building, on Main street, until
the year 1914, when they occupied a room in the Minor block. The tribe
now has about seventy members.
EATON'S MILITIA COMPANY.

In the summer of 1899 Capt. W. H. Ortt organized Company F, Third
Regiment, Ohio National Guard. It was mustered in on October 28,
1899, with I. J. Dove, captain; C. W. Eidson, first lieutenant; W. S. Jennings, second lieutenant; G H. Kelly, elected captain March 9, 1902; F. E.
Dunlap, captain, September, 1906.
In December, 1912, Lieut. L. J. Hapner was placed in command, the
captain having resigned, and on February 3, 1913, Hapner was elected captain and is at present in command. A detail from the company served in
Springfield, Ohio, during the riots in that city in 1906, over the burning of
the negro quarters. The whole company was called to Columbus during
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the riots in that city in August, 1910, and on March 26, 1913, Governor
Cox placed West Dayton in charge of Company F, under Captain Hapner,
the city being under martial law, for the relief of the flood sufferers, to clean
the city and for rescue work, which place they held until relieved after some
ten days. In all its services Company F obeyed orders so well that the state
authorities decided that it deserved an armory building. In 1910 the sum of
four thousand dollars was raised by subscription of citizens, headed by
Governor A. L. Harris, and a site was purchased at the southwest corner
of Vine and Main streets, on which the state erected a fine armory of boulders and cement at a cost of about twenty-four thousand dollars, with two
thousand dollars' worth of furniture furnished by the company. The drill
room seats about seven hundred people. It was built in 1911. The company
now numbers but about fifty at roll call.
COMMERCIAL CLUB.

In 1905 a Commercial Club was organized, of some fifteen or twenty
men, for the purpose of boosting the town and assisting in such ways as they
could to bring business to the town and to improve and make the town better. This club met in the town hall until 1914, when they rented the third
story of the Thum building.
J. E. Parker was the first president and L. L. Brown was the first secretary. The latter has held the office ever since. The club now has about
one hundred members and has done much good, besides encouraging men to
"boost" instead of to "knock."
The Junior Order of United American Mechanics, Lodge No. 6, was
organized on October 15, 1899, with twenty-five charter members. This
lodge at present rents a room on North Maple street and meets every Monday evening. The first counsellor was Charles Wiley and Harry Clear was
the first secretary, which office he still holds. The lodge now has forty
members.
GRAND ARMY OF T H E REPUBLIC.

Mulkaren O'Cain Post No. 3, Department of Ohio, Grand Army of the
Republic, was organized on March 23, 1883, with forty-two charter members. B. F. Davis was the first post commander. This post now has sixty
comrades.
There are Grand Army posts now only at Eaton, Camden, Lewisburg
and New Paris. Three other posts have perished because of the death of
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members and long before another history of this county is written the comrades of the existing posts will have answered the last roll call and search
must be made among dusty and forgotten records for even the names, but
for each old comrade, in life, and in death, may it be, "requiescat in pace:''
Woman's Relief Corps No. 9 was organized on January 29, 1887, with
twenty-nine charter members, Mrs. Kate Coovert, president. This corps
now numbers thirty and has always used the Grand Army of the Republic
hall.

CHAPTER XXIII.
MONROE TOW'NSHIP.

Monroe township was the last township of the county to be settled because of the swampy and wet condition of large tracts of the land. Twin
creek crosses the northeastern section, Bantas fork through the five southwest sections, and Dry- fork, south of West Manchester, flows southeast into
Twin creek; while Price creek, rising in Darke county, comes into the township about a mile east of the northwest corner of the township, flows diagonally across and leaves it within less than a mile north of the southeast
corner of the township. The township is so near the beginnings of these
streams that the land is extremely level, there probably existing no abrupt or
steep hill, as much as twenty-five feet high, in the township. Rocky run
heads as a tile ditch in section 31 of this township.
The soil is of clay, with limestone subsoil, the drift material being
covered from ten to twenty feet in most places. It is said that originally
there were great quantities of poplar and walnut growing in the forests, but
now nearly all has been removed by the lumberman. The land is now mostly
cleared, many miles of main ditches having been constructed, furnishing
outlets for many more miles of farm ditches, until today splendid farms,
with fine buildings, occupy lands that one hundred years ago were swamps,
at that time inaccessible, except in the dry season or when frozen over. The
soil is of the most productive variety and in all discussions as to the best
township in the county, even the enthusiast from some other township is
willing to admit that Monroe may lead his township; but if not, then his is
best.
EARLY SETTLEMENT.

Charles Armantrout, near Hamburg; William Brown, in section 29;
John Jellison, in section 23; Isaiah Adams, near Hamburg; Jacob Baker, in
section 16; Aaron Crisler, in section 26, and the Murdocks, west of Eldorado,
probably were the first settlers arriving in the township, the date of their
arrival being from two to four years before the War of 1812. Josiah Davisson, who settled in section 14 in 1816, is said to have found quite a number
of neighbors scattered about the township. Elias Bunger arrived about
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1817. Jonathan Shurley settled in section 16, in 1815. and lived there until
his death in 1879. He had eleven children in his family and many of his
descendants yet reside in the township. About the same time came David
Fudge, Moses Ireland. Peter Swerer and Moses Thompson. William Pence,
who settled in section 31, in 1825, had been a captain in the War of 1812,
and came from Virginia.
SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.

The first school house was built, about 1825, in section 10, Jerry- Pence,
teacher, others soon following. Under our present school law eight good
country school houses have been erected in the township, but already a movement is being agitated either to centralize the schools of the township or allow
the western half to be centralized with Eldorado, the eastern half to be
centralized with West Manchester, where there already exist excellent village schools.
The first church was the United Brethren church, built in 1830, in section 23, on Aaron Crisler's farm, but now gone. The congregation of this
church later built a frame church near the east line of section 25.
In 1832 the Baptists built a church in section 14. which gave way to a
frame church some thirty years later.
In 1850 the Universalists erected a church in section 9, near the Monroe
cemetery, and it was used for many years.
The German Baptist church, now the Church of the Brethren, about
1862, erected a church in section 22 on Price's creek, which, about 1905, was
remodeled. This congregation now numbers about one hundred members,
with a Sunday school enrollment of about one hundred and fifty.
About 1882 the friction between the "progressive" element of this
congregation and the "old order" became so great that the latter withdrew
and erected a frame church of their own on the Eaton and Eldorado road,
in section 20, and are now known as the Old Order Brethren. They number about eighty members.
The German Baptists, some forty years ago, joined in the erection of a
Union church in section 12, called Twin Creek chapel. About 1890 they
sold out their interest to the Christian church, the other organization. They
claim to have had an organization in the township some years previous to the
time of the Mexican war.
About 1879 the Christian church and the German Baptists united to
(22)
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build a- church on the east line of section 12, called Twin Greek chapel, as
noted above, and about 1885 the Baptists'sold their interest to the Christian
church, since which time, the latter congregation has controlled the church.
This church now numbers about one hundred members, with a Sunday
school of about the same or larger number. R. P. Arrick is the pastor.
There are five cemeteries in Monroe township, all under the control of
the township trustees. Monroe cemetery, the largest, is in section 9 and is
much used. Hamburg cemetery, just west of the town, in section 17, is
little used. Brown cemetery lies at the eastern edge of section 12. These
are probably the oldest public cemeteries, having been laid out and used from
the earliest settlement of the township. The Wehrley cemetery, in section
22, was originally laid out by the Dunkards, probably between 1840 and 1850.
The Stump cemetery, on the south line of section 19, just west of Banta
Fork, was used as such over sixty years ago. In addition there were a few
family cemeteries scattered over the township.
Owing to the slight fall of the streams no water mills were ever erected
in the township, the early settlers getting their milling done by the mills in
Harrison, Jefferson and Washington townships. There were two or three
mills in the township some thirty years ago, but the larger mills have crowded
them out of business and they are closed. The saw-mills seem to have gone
the same way, centering in the villages of the township.
ELDORADO.

The first house erected in Eldorado, one mile south of the north county
line; was built by Leroy R. McWhinney in 1852. McWhinney also started a
store and mill, depot and grain house, near the track of the Dayton & Western railroad, which then had just been completed; then laid out the town on
his own land and continued business for a number of years.
The village was incorporated in 1875, Matthew T. McWhinney being
elected as the first mayor, he having purchased the business formerly owned
by Leroy R. McWhinney.
Hamburg, about a mile south of Eldorado, was settled first, Samuel
Adams having started a store there at an early day. About the same time a
church society of United Brethren was organized, which built a church there
in 1848. Most of the business of the western part of the township was done
at Hamburg and the postoffice was located there; but the railroad went
through a mile north of the town, Eldorado was laid out, and postoffice and
business moved to the railroad. ' Hamburg consequently ceased: to grow,
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although a number of its older citizens hoped for a railroad as long as they
lived.
The United Brethren in 1868 built a church at Eldorado, and the membership of the Hamburg church, in time, was transferred to the new church,
which, in 1892, built a brick house of worship at a cost of about six thousand five hundred dollars. This congregation now numbers one hundred
and thirty-five, with over one hundred and fifty enrolled in the Sunday
school. E. S. Weimer is the pastor.
In 1869 the Universalists built a brick church in Eldorado, and the
membership of Monroe Universalist church, in section 9, was transferred
there, the old house being abandoned, which made the church a strong organization. In 1909 the congregation built a fine brick church at a cost of over
five thousand dollars. The church now has a membership of eighty or more
with one hundred and five enrolled in the Sunday school. B. F. Eaton was
the first pastor, then J. H. Blackford served, in all, for twenty-five years.
Other pastors have been O. P. Moorman, Henry Blackford, J. A. Stoner and
Mrs. Sarah Stoner, the latter of whom is the present pastor.
In 1854 a steam grist-mill was built and was successfully run for many
years, but it is now silent.
The school building in Eldorado is a fine brick building of four rooms,
erected about the year 1882. Four teachers are employed and John Schlotterbeck is the superintendent. In 1908 the building was remodeled at a cost of
over three thousand dollars. Until about the beginning of the Civil War the
school house was outside of the village, in the township, but about that time
the school house was erected in the village. The school now enrolls about
one hundred pupils.
The Knights of Pythias lodge at Eldorado was formed in 1888, with
J. D. Gartrell, chancellor commander and charter members, Isaac Miller, J.
H. Mills, J. A. McCabe, J. A. Davisson, F. P. Campbell, William S. Campbell, W. H. Beard, M. T. McWhinney, W. E. Judy, C. H. Staton, John
Eddins, D. Lockwood and Harvey Disher. At first, for about a year, the
lodge meetings were held in the McCabe building. The lodge bought the
old Methodist Episcopal church building, erecting thereon a second story,
and now owns a neat lodge home, entirely free from debt. The lodge now
numbers one hundred and six members.
The village owns its own council chamber and its own electric lighting
system, buying the current, delivered at the corporation line, from Greenville,
providing twenty-one street lights and the commercial lighting. For the past
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two years this lighting has been done at a profit. A gas-pipe line was built
into the village in December, 1913, and has quite a number of patrons.
The business of the town is done by one bank, two groceries, one drygoods store, one clothing store, one hotel, two grain elevators, two coal yards,
one harness shop, one livery stable, two restaurants, one agricultural implement store, two stock buyers, two hardware stores, one furniture store, one
drug store, three blacksmiths, three buggy dealers, two barbers and a creamery. The village also has a telephone exchange. George McCoy is the
present mayor.
WEST MANCHESTER.

Like Eldorado, West Manchester just grew up.as a collection of residences around the station of the Dayton & Western railroad. Under the
laws of Ohio it was called a hamlet and governed by three trustees, except
that the schools were under the control of the township board of education
(the town never having been incorporated), and it so continued until March,
1900, at which time the trustees, on petition, ordered an election to advance
the hamlet to a village. This election was held on April 2, 1900, and the
progressive proposition was carried by a vote of two to one. A census
showed a population of three hundred and seventy, and on October 1, 1900,
the final resolution was passed making West Manchester a village. John
W. Hoffman was elected the first mayor and R. H. Siler the first clerk.
Hagerstown, about a mile northeast of West Manchester, was laid out
in an early day, and the first postoffice in the township was established there
in 1832. A store was opened and the place did quite a little business, but the
railroad came, the station was located, and in 1855 the postoffice was moved
to West Manchester. Business also moved to the latter point; the people
either followed or sought other locations, and Hagerstown, as a town, has
become only a memory. The Cincinnati Northern railroad crosses the Dayton & Western railroad in the village, but the roads have separate depots.
Brown's Station, on the Dayton & Western railroad, is situated about a
mile and a half east of West Manchester, near a water station of the railroad.
Some half dozen houses are clustered about the station, but all the business
of the hamlet is transacted at West Manchester.
The United Brethren organized a society in West Manchester about
1867, and the next year built a church and organized a Sunday school. Their
first church was a frame church. The congregation grew and in time the
building became too small; the premises were sold, a new site was purchased
and in 1901 the present commodious brick church was erected, at a cost of
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about seven thousand dollars, which bids fair to last for many years. The
church now numbers about one hundred members and the Sunday school one
hundred fifty or more. E. S. Weimer is the present pastor. The church is
situated at the southeast corner of North and High streets.
The Christian church was organized about 1890, and the same year the
congregation built a frame church on West Orchard street, at a cost of about
three thousand dollars. This congregation quickly grew and proved to he
a live and growing organization. It now numbers one hundred and ten members, with a Sunday school enrollment probably greater. H. C. Crampton
is the present pastor.
Lodge No. 520, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, was organized with
twelve charter members about 1873, and the same year built a three-story
frame building at the northwest corner of Main and Scott streets, renting the
lower story for business. About 1904, the Odd Fellows removed the frame
building, replacing it with a three-story brick building, at a cost of over seven
thousand dollars. In 1906 the lower story of this latter building was sold,
the lodge retaining the two upper stories. This lodge now numbers one
hundred and twenty members.
On August 17, 1892, Crescent Temple No. 353, Daughters of Rebekah,
was organized and occupies same lodge building. Crescent Temple numbers
about sixty members.
In 1907 the Junior Order of United American Mechanics was organized.
This lodge purchased the lot and building at the southwest corner of Scoft
and High streets and remodeled the same to' suit its purposes. It now numbers over eighty members.
SCHOOLS, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES.

The first school was conducted in a country school house near the railroad, about one-half mile east of the village, which all the children of the
village attended until 1874, in which year a school house was erected in the
village. In 1886 the present four-room brick school house was erected at a
cost of about twelve thousand dollars. The school now enrolls about one
hundred pupils. R. M. Brown is the present superintendent. D. A. Petrey
was the superintendent in 1907; C. F. Geeting, 1903; C. M. Eikenberry,
1898; William Buck, 1897; Oscar Creager, 1896; George Buck, 1892.
Some twenty-five years ago a tile-mill was started by one Holtsmiller,
who operated it for a number of years. About the year 1900 this mill passed
into the hands of Nelson & Myers, who, finding a large body of tile-clay,
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erected a large building and sheds just north of the village, and now operate
the plant on a very extensive scale, manufacturing all sizes of clay tile up to
twenty-four inches, annually shipping many car loads. This is the most
extensive business in the village.
The pipe line for natural gas was laid through the village in 1913, and
has quite a number of patrons. The West Manchester Lighting Company
was organized some years ago by local parties. They strung wires for street
and commercial lighting and have the contract with the village under a franchise, but the company buys the current from Greenville, delivered at %the
corporation line. There are about forty street lights.
The village has a local telephone exchange, the system being connected
with the neighboring villages.
The physicians of the village are Dr. C. W. Carter and Dr. Carl Beane.
The business of the town is transacted by one bank, one grain elevator,
four groceries, two dry goods stores, one hardware store, one machine shop,
one jeweler, one plumber, two coal-yards, one lumber-yard, one livery stable
and garage, one furniture store, one agricultural implement store, one
butcher, one harness and shoe shop, two barbers, three blacksmiths, tile
works and two hotels.
The village owns its own waterworks system, built in 1903, at a cost of
about eighteen thousand dollars, the water being obtained from three driven
wells near the southeast corner of the town, driven to a depth of some eightyfeet, from which water is pumped to a stand-pipe, which supplies the village.

CHAPTER XXIV.
GRATIS T O W N S H I P .

Gratis is the southeast township of the county, and may be described
as rolling land generally. Along the southern line, measuring from the
west line, is a strip of level land about three miles long- by one and a half
miles wide. When the county was first settled this land was wet and much
of it swampy, but, by drainage, it has become the most fertile land of the
county.
-'-:.-. - ...
Twin creek touches section 3 and 2, but neither branch of the stream
crosses the north line to exceed dne-half mile. Elk creek touches sections
35 and 36, but slightly. Into these streams the whole township is drained
by smaller streams flowing northwardly of southwardly from a ridge of
high land that crosses the township east and west near the center line. It
should not be understood that this ridge is a hill, for it is simply the top
of the two north and south slopes, and in many places the traveler will
cross the divide without observing it unless his attention be called thereto.
Along the eastern side of the township two streams, each called Pleasant
run, have their source near the line between sections 13 and 24, one swinging north into Twin creek, and the other flowing south in Elk creek
Along each stream is a fine body of gently sloping farm land, exceedingly
fertile.
Beginning near the southern border, a road runs directly north, near and
along the high land of the western slope for a distance of five miles, with
the valley always in sight. There is no more agreeable pleasure drive in
the county, the road being good, the view always pleasant and the outlook
prosperous.
Along some of the streams is some broken land, but it is of small proportions, the land smoothing out as soon as the hill top is reached, and
there are no hills of any great height. The climb from Pleasant run, east
of Greenbush, is the longest hill climb in the township, going up a hundred
and thirty feet to the county line in a little less than a mile, but the slope is
gradual all the way up.
There are no railroads touching Gratis township, and it contains no
factories except a saw-mill at Gratis and one at West Elkton, and the
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carriage factory of I. Talbert & Sons, now Talbert & Company, at West
Elkton. This is the only carriage factory in the county that has survived
the fierce competition of the great factories. The only reason that can be
given is that they do no cheap work, the buyer soon learning that he has
the full quality of work that he paid for; naturally he brags of that fact,
and that drives away no customers.
Gratis township is essentially a farming community, the main crops
being those generally raised in this latitude. The houses and farms look
comfortable and well kept, the land is productive and the farmers prosperous.
The origin of the name of the township is given in the chapter on organization, at least that is the story told by Judge Jacob Chambers and George
D. Hendrix, who got it from those who were prominent in the affairs of the
county at the time it occurred.
EARLY SETTLEMENT.

The first settlers of Gratis township were John Leslie and John Long,
who, about 1800, some claim as early as 1798, located on section 36. Leslie
took the south half and it has been a tradition in the township that near
the banks of Elk creek stood a very large sycamore or cottonwood tree, some
eight or ten feet in diameter, that was hollow at the base, with an opening
some two or three feet in diameter, and he made it his home for about
three or four months until he could find time to build his cabin. The next"
year Leslie brought his family of five sons and three daughters from Pennsylvania and there are many of his descendants yet living in this and the
adjoining counties.
Shortly after Leslie, came Alexander Pugh from Georgia, who bought
some eight hundred acres in Pleasant Valley, north of Greenbush. About
the same time William Swisher settled on section 1, north of Twin creek,
and near him, about the same time, Hezekiah Phillips settled; his daughter,
Rebecca Phillips, is claimed to be the first white girl born in the county.
In 1804 Abraham Neff settled on Twin creek and later built the first mill.
In the same year Levi Kinman came, and Abraham Wimmer and Nicholas
and Jacob Gift settled at Gratis. A little later, Daniel Boone settled south
of Gratis on a stream that yet bears his name. It is claimed he was related
to the hunter, Daniel Boone, of Kentucky, whence he came.
At the time the present United States Constitution was adopted, there
existed a strong anti-slavery faction, and the Quaker element of the United
States, by religion, precept and practice, had always insisted on the prin-
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ciple that Lincoln later expressed so well, that "No man w7as ever created
good enough to own another man." This agitation forced the compromise
on the slavery question into the Constitution, and also forced that principle
into the Ordinance of 1787, that involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, should never exist in the Northwest territory.
The Quakers, on account of their tenets, had for years, in the border
and Southern states, been derided and, in some cases, partly ostracised by
their slavery neighbors, and looked upon the Northwest territory (for they
were ever a reading people) as the land of freedom. Hence, when the
danger of Indian forays had passed, great numbers of them sold out, and,
with their families and what they could haul, headed for the Ohio river as
the boundary line to be passed. Also many of the younger men came to
hunt for homes in the territory, and, when found, they returned and brought
back as wives the waiting sweethearts. These are the real reasons that
caused many Quaker settlements in this state. These are some of the reasons
that made the Quaker settlement in this township, to which must be added
the fact that the Great Miami valley was then, as now, reputed to be one of
God's garden spots, and the other fact that in those localities from which
they came they had to depend much on people of their own faith for consolation in sorrow and for social enjoyment. Hence, when moving to a
new country, they hung together.
During the y^ears 1803, 1804 and 1805, o v e r "fry families from the
Carolinas and Georgia settled in southern Preble and northern Butler counties, the central point being around West Elkton, and of the number nearly
all were Quakers and all acquired land. Some of them later became possessed of hundreds of acres, many farms yet being owned by descendants
of the early owners. We will name a few and, so far as known, their
location: Samuel Stubbs, from Georgia, settled in section 29. His grandson, S. N. Stubbs, still owns most of the farm. With Samuel came eleven
brothers, it is claimed, who all settled in the township in that neighborhood
or on the land nearby in Butler, and nearly all reared large families. Daniel
Chrisman, from North Carolina, settled in section 11. Richard Brown,
from Georgia, settled in section 20. Jonas Randall, from South Carolina,
settled east of West Elkton. Christian Fall and Benjamin Fall, his son,
settled near Greenbush. John Riner, from Virginia, settled in the eastern
part of the township. Francis Jones, from Georgia, settled near West Elkton. Jesse Kenworthy, from South Carolina, settled on section 32. William Gifford, from North Carolina, settled east of West Elkton. Nathan
Maddock and Samuel Maddock, his father, from Georgia, headed a colony
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of some fifty people to the land of freedom^ they settled.generally in southern
Preble and northern Butler. Samuel Maddock settled in section 32. Thomas
Stubbs settled near West Elkton. Joseph Stubbs and his son, John, settled
on section 34. Jonathan Roberts, from North Carolina, settled just across
the line in Butler county, but many of the families have since moved into
this township. George Kelley, from Virginia, settled near the middle of
the township. Simeon Loop, from Pennsylvania, settled in the western
part of the township. All the above named are claimed to have come before
the close of 1805.
..
William Hixon, from Georgia, came in 1806 and settled in section 9.
Thomas Talbert came in 1807 and settled near West Elkton. Elijah Mendenhall, from Georgia, settled in 1806 in section 34. Martin Sayler, from
Maryland, settled on section 3 in 1809. He was a millwright and helped
build most of the mills for a number of years. William Clevenger, from
New Jersey, settled on section 24 in 1806. Nathan Hornaday, from North
Carolina, settled in section 18 in 1806. Peter Prugh, from Maryland, settled on section 26 in 1813. A few years later than the above we find the
names of Job Smith, John Thomas, Joseph Mullendore, Jacob Furrey,
Abraham Flory, David Branson, Elias Mackey and Jonathan Horner, who
appear as owning land in the township. Those early settlers nearly all left
large families and their names are still prominent in the community. Race
suicide was unknown in that generation.
CHURCHES.

About 1848 the Congregationalists built a church at Greenbush, but
the membership was not strong enough to support it,, and some ten years later
they sold out to the Methodists and United Brethren, who, for many years
previous, had maintained organizations, and they continued to use it together until some twenty years since. Then the Methodists sold their interest to the United Brethren, which is now the only church in the place,
numbering about fifty members. The pastor, Charles Snyder, serves both
the church here and at West Elkton. It is said that the Sunday school numbers a great many more than the church, which predicts a bright future for
the church.
The German Baptists have the only country church in the township,
a fine frame structure, located at the crossing of the Quaker trace and the
Gratis and Camden roads. The first church was a small frame church about
a mile east of the present building, on the same road, built in 1858, and"
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locally known as the Brubaker church, but, proving too small and not centrally located, about 1890 the present site was purchased and a new building erected. The church seems to be in a prosperous condition. In 1874
they erected a fine brick church at the northwest corner of section 1, which
was called Twin Valley, or Lower Twin, church, but as the years passed the.
population shifted, and it was found that a church located in Gratis would
be more central and better accommodate the brethren. And as the old
Presbyterian, later Reformed, church had died out, the building was for
sale; so the church was bought, more ground purchased and the structure
improved. Since about 1912 the old location has been abandoned. The
church now numbers about seventy-five members and Aaron Brubaker is
pastor.
EDUCATION.

The first school taught in the township was in 1806, in a log school
house about a half mile southeast of West Elkton, and soon thereafter
there were other schools started, all subscription schools, of course. There
are now seven good schools houses in the township outside of the villages.
The township has been agitating the question whether to centralize the schools
or join the south half to the West Elkton school and the north half to the
Gratis school.
Since the above was written, just that result has been accomplished,
and Gratis has also been given a strip off the south side of Lanier township, while West Elkton is seeking a strip off the north side of Wayne township, Butler county. The results will make two strong schools, with firstclass material.
DISTILLERIES.

The township now has the reputation of being one of the dryest of
the dry, but traditions from the early settlers still linger, which indicate that
it was not always thus. From 1811 to 1830 there is said to have been from
fifteen to twenty small distilleries in the township, nearly all, if not all,
within the northern half of the township, for the Quakers, then as now,
would have none of it. During those years, or a part thereof, Christian
Fall, Daniel Chrisman and Peter Riner operated such stills, and there were
others, each man using his own grain. Those who had no still, traded grain
for whisky, and it now is averred that the quality was of the best. The use
of whisky was so common at all gatherings, such as harvesting, log rollings
and house raisings, that none but the strongest-willed and the bravest men
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dared refuse to furnish it; but the movement to curtail the trouble breeder
spread because it was right, until today it is used only in secret. But the
township was not alone in the distilling business, for there were during that
time a hundred stills operated in the county for longer or shorter periods.
CEMETERIES.

There are, or were (some are now forgotten), a number of small
cemeteries, called family cemeteries, scattered about the township. Some
settler lost a wife or child, or the settler himself died, and, the roads being
only trails and there being no regular public cemetery, a little plot of ground,
generally on high land, was fenced off on the farm. The body of the loved
one was deposited there, and carefully guarded. As their neighbors lost
some member of their families they were granted permission to bury on the
family plot, and in this way sometimes quite a number of graves were
made. One such, on the land formerly owned by Jonas Brubaker, who married Rebecca Phillips, the first white girl baby of the county, is now inclosed
by an iron fence, and lies on the hill top about a hundred yards west of
Fair View cemetery at Gratis. It is now kept up by the township trustees,
as are several others.
Fair Mound cemetery, at West Elkton, now called locally the Quaker
cemetery, was laid out in 1805, and the first person to consecrate the ground
with her dust was Martha Maddock, one of the family that was so prominent in leading the hegira of Quakers from Georgia and the Carolinas to
the land of freedom. She died in 1805, being the first white person to die in
the township. The cemetery continued to be used until the limited space was
practically filled a few years since, when it ceased to be generally used.
In 1870 a new, large and fine cemetery was laid out by the township
trustees on the high land north of the village, and it is now occupied by
many graves. The name, Fair Mound cemetery, is still retained for this
one. In 1832 a public cemetery was laid out just west of Gratis, then Winchester, and the first burial was Richard Housel, the same year. But as
time passed, the silent majority became too great, and in 1870 a new cemetery, called Fair View, was laid out, to which additions have since been
made, until it now extends from the Eaton to the Camden road, and is
one of the finest burial grounds in the county.
The Greenbush cemetery is located near the south line of section 13, the
land really being willed in the first place by John Riner for a public cemetery, but there was an error jn the will, which was later cured by a deed
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from John Chrisman. The first burial is said to have been that of Mrs.
Betsey Ellis, in 1828.
All the cemeteries since 1875 have been placed by law in the care of
the township trustees, and as we see, in the few short years of life, how
rapidly the cemeteries are expanding, and then remember how long time
is, we can not but think Bryant was right when he wrote:
"All that tread the earth are but a handful
To the tribes that slumber in her bosom."
WEATHER.

There has been handed down a tradition from the early settlers that
during the winter of 1803-4, there was a snow fall of over thirty-two inches,
being the deepest ever known. I received the story from reliable old men
of the township over forty years ago, who had been so told by their fathers.
One other incident I can not help relating was told me in 1880 by
John Chrisman, as reliable an old man as lived in the township, who was
born in 1797, and came to Pleasant Valley with his father in 1805. He said
that during the winter season about the close of the War of 1812, I think
about 1816, while he was yet a boy, some member of the family being sick,
a doctor was sent for. He came, of course, on horseback, and when he
reached the house in Pleasant Valley it was snowing so violently that it
was impossible to see more than about a hundred feet, and the thunder was
pealing and rolling - so loudly that the doors and windows rattled. The doctor, without knocking, threw open the door, jumped inside, slammed the
door shut, and exclaimed, "It's a thundering snow-storm," which Mr. Chrisman said so well described it that he never forgot it, and that he, before
or since, never saw any such storm.
PIONEER INCIDENTS.

The early white settlers found no Indian villages in the township, except along Twin creek. Along the east part of the north line was a camp
of Miami Indians, who seemed to belong to a band of that tribe that was
lower down on that creek. They had a trail through the township, going
to the trading post at Fort Hamilton, and hunting parties of Indians camped
for short times at some of the springs, but no one was ever molested by
them. It has been very seldom, if ever, that Quakers and Indians fought.
The most prominent man of the early days of settlement was Samuel
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Stubbs, whose persistency, earnestness and energy succeeded in having Gratis
township set off as it now exists, as told in the chapter on • organization,
where is found the story as told by George D. Hendrix. Samuel Stubbs took
a prominent part in the early affairs of the- county and was reputed to be
a cool-headed man, fearless in his espousal of what he believed to be right.
His people in the South having suffered at the hands of the British while
he was a boy, the memory thereof never left him, and, although a Quaker,
he strongly supported the War of 1812. Many of his qualities seem to
have been inherited by his youngest son, Jesse Stubbs, who early in life
began to take a part in the affairs of the political parties. In 1859 he was
elected to the Legislature, in spite of his known anti-slavery views. He
threw his influence and vote there to secure the election of John Sherman
as United States senator, and the contest to defeat Sherman had been so
fierce and bitter that the latter never forgot Jesse Stubbs. He was the most
active and prominent member of the "underground railroad," that aided
many escaping slaves to safety, and I have heard him say that he took pride
in the fact that no runaway slave that reached West Elkton ever, was caught
—he just disappeared. At one time some half dozen slaves were secreted in
the attic of his house while the slaye hunters were riding the streets of the
little town. Jesse Stubbs was born on November 13, 1809, and died in 1888.
In. .1877 D. C. Stubbs, locally called. Clint Stubbs, .was elected and
served four years as representative. Like many other Quaker boys, he
looked upon the Civil War as a fight for the freedom of the human race, '
and he could not stay at home in peace. So he enlisted, as a private in the
Eleventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry and served nearly four years, returning
home as lieutenant-colonel of his regiment. He was under Sherman from
Chattanooga to the Grand Review, and his promotion tells the story of duty
well done—no comment could make it better.
When Clint Stubbs was first elected to the Legislature that body was
Democratic. One O'Connor had been elected as a representative from Dayton, and was placed on several important committees. O'Connor, by his
dictatorial, vindictive, partisan methods and bitter speeches, embittered the
Republicans, especially Clint, against whom he seemed to delight to launch
his fiercest attacks, even to the extent of swelling his exaggerations until
they could be only designated as lies. Clint some way got a "hunch," and,
after the Legislature adjourned, a quiet Quaker could' have been seen circulating through southern Michigan, gathering data for something. When
the next session Of the Legislature came'he rose and preferred charges
against O'Connor, that he was not an elector, and ' never had been, and
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never could be legally elected as a representative, because he had been sentenced as a felon to the Michigan state penitentiary; had served out his
full term of several years to the last day, and had never received a pardon
restoring him to citizenship. In proof thereof, Stubbs filed affidavits of
identity and certified copies of the indictment, trial, sentence and service in
prison. A committee was appointed, and reported that the charges were
true, which report was adopted. O'Connor was unseated and dropped out
of sight, but it was a long time before the Republicans permitted the Democrats to forget the "O'Connor Legislature." D. C. Stubbs was born in 1838,
and died in 1902.
VILLAGES.

The formation of the villages is set out in the chapter on organization of the county.
There are but two incorporated villages in Gratis township. Greenbush is a collection of houses in the eastern part of the township, making
a settlement with about forty people that formed about a store and a couple
of churches located at the crossroads of the Pleasant Valley and West Elkton and Germantown roads.
GRATIS.

The village of Gratis was originally called Winchester. The postoffice was named Gratis by the postal authorities, because there were other
Winchesters in the state, but the people held on to the village name long
after it became certain that the postal authorities would not change. When,
in the run of years, a number of people had bought lots just outside and
around the village, a movement started to extend the boundaries and change
the name to Gratis, so there would be but one name. Accordingly, in 1902,
the council petitioned the common pleas court to change the name to Gratis,
and the court so ordered it to be done. About the same time they applied
to the county commissioners to take into the corporation the surrounding territory, which also was so ordered, and the village assumed its present name
and boundaries.
It is claimed that Peter Kulp built the first house, a cabin, in the place
about the time or before it was laid out as a town. It was located on the west
side of West street, a few rods south of South street. Shortly after the town
was laid out people began putting up dwellings, and Benjamin Darragh
started a little frontier store at the northeast corner of Franklin and West
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streets, in which he kept such groceries, hardware, dry goods and notions as
were called for in those early days.
Before the days of railroads the village did a large business, having two
or three buggy and wagon factories, two large warehouses, four hotels and
the largest and most commodious lively barn ever built in the county, erected
by Fred Frieze on East street just south of South street. It was a brick
two-story building, over a hundred feet, and at that time did a big business.
There was also a pork house. All the transportation for those factories was
done by teams, generally four and six horses, to Franklin, Middletown and
Cincinnati. But the railroad came through Camden, large buggy and wagon
companies were formed in the big cities, and, as was the case in so many little
towns, business deserted because it had to do so.
John Bookwalter, born in 1812, started a wagon shop and carriage factory in 1833 and carried it on, sometimes on a large scale, for nearly fifty
years, dying about 1881. Peter Mikesell also during the same time had an
extensive blacksmith and carriage shop, and both men employed a number
of hands, until old age and the changing trend of business compelled them to
desist. The warehouses bought grain and had it hauled to the canal at such
points as paid the best prices.
Dr. Christian Sayler came, when a boy, with his father in 1809, after he
graduated from the Ohio Medical College, and settled on what is now part
of Gratis. He settled in the town and lived there all his life, dying in 1884,
and from him these facts were obtained. He was a large-framed, powerful
man, strong both mentally and physically, of varied attainments, and, although
a doctor, he was the surveyor who "laid out and superintended the construction of the pikes from Middletown, and from Hamilton through Gratis to
West Alexandria.
Absalom Stiver, a lawyer, was once a representative and always resided
in the village. He had a large practice, and it was his boast that during his
life he had never had a demurrer filed against his pleading sustained by the
court; that is, he was never demurred out of court. He died in August, 1892.
From 1835, for some twenty years, Gratis, originally Winchester, was
one of the livliest little towns in the county, and even now most of the people
own their own homes. The mail is received from Eaton every day. After
the incorporation of the village there were two schools maintained, one in
the town, and one in the country forming the district about two miles square
immediately surrounding the town, the school house being located on the Camden road about a hundred rods west of West street. Before the Civil War
an agitation began to unite the country and the town. In 1864 a vote was
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taken on the proposition and it carried overwhelmingly, so in that year
the present two-story four-room brick building was begun, ami was completely finished the next year, three teachers being installed. For the past
forty years there have been four teachers, and the curriculum of the school
now compares favorably with any. Some of the teachers who in the past
have taught there as principal of the school are Jehu W. King, Lewis Mackey.
C. C. Fetherling, Doctor Keplinger, R. E. Lowry (1878-85), Will Hileman.
John Morris, D. A. Young, Charles Gruntle, Charles Moses. Walter A.
Young and D. T. Hill (1914).
In 1880 the council erected a town hall and a jail, never having had
such things previously.
CHURCHES.

In 1832 the Methodist Episcopal church erected a frame edifice
at the west side of the town, and it was used until 1869. when the present
brick churcn, at the northeast corner of West and South streets, was erected,
costing about three thousand five hundred dollars. It has been found to be a
suitable and comfortable home for the membership, now numbering about
forty-five persons, and accommodates a good Sunday school.
The Baptists organized a church in the town about 1836, and in 1839
built a brick church at the east side of the town. For many years it formed
a strong church, but people died or moved away, and its membership dwindled
until now for some fifteen years past the building has been closed and allowed to decay.
About the time, or before, the Methodists organized, the Presbyterians
built a church in the village, but, like the Baptists, the congregation scattered
in a few years. In 1866 the building and land were sold to the Reformed
church, and the house remodeled; but that congregation also seemed to scatter, or, as I heard a preacher say in his sermon a short time ago, it got the
dry-rot and perished. Again the house was closed for some years, there
remaining but three or four members. In 1912 the German Baptists, or, as
now called, the Church of the Brethren, bought the property and also additional land, again remodeled and repaired the church, and moved the congregation from Lower Twin church, abandoning the old site. They now
have a strong society of about seventy-five members. The church seems in a
prosperous condition and likely to endure for many years. The recent move
was made largely under the leadership of Aaron Brubaker, the present pastor.
The United Brethren organized a society of their faith in the village in
(23)
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1849. F ° r years they held church in the old Friends' meeting house, and
later in a union church building, erected near the west side of the town. But,
as the other churches grew, there seemed too much division and this one
gradually dwindled and some years since died, the church building now being
used as an implement house.
About 1882 or 1883 some evangelist preachers of the Dunkard or German Baptist faith, from the Virginias, began holding meetings in the village.
They were called Progressive Dunkards and were strong and effective preachers, attracting good audiences. About 1884 they organized a church society,
locally called Progressives, but the regular church name is "The Brethren."
They held meetings for a time in the Methodist church. In 1888 they built
their own church, a frame building at the southwest corner of East and South
streets, and in 1896 they added a parsonage. The church soon proved too
small and in 1904 it was remodeled and an addition added, giving them probably the most commodious and comfortable church in the township. The
total cost was over eight thousand dollars for the church. On April 9, 1915,
a fire started in a stable some three squares southwest of the church, and
cinders, carried by a strong wind, set fire to the church and totally destroyed
it, but, undaunted, the people have already started plans for rebuilding. The
church has two hundred and sixty members, all of whom are real Progressives, with a very strong Sunday school, and we hope it will grow stronger
than ever, carrying forward the evangelistic spirit that founded the church.
George H. Jones has been the pastor since the spring of 1909.
PHYSICIANS.

The physicians of Gratis have been: Samuel Nixon, who located there at
an early day; then Dr. Christian Sayler, who continued in active practice until
long after the Civil War, and was followed by his son, William Sayler, who
died in 1886; the latter was succeeded by a brother, W. S. Sayler, who died
some two years since. During the time of the first Doctor Sayler, Dr. Isaac
Kesling, an eclectic, practiced in the village and enjoyed his full share of practice until his age compelled him to withdraw, some thirty-five years ago.
From then, although other doctors located there, they only remained for brief
periods, and moved away, the practice being chiefly what is known as country
practice, requiring much riding. Dr. W. A. Crume is the only regular practicing physician now in the village.
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A DESTRUCTIVE FIRE.

On the morning of April 9, 1915, a fire broke out in a stable in the
southern part of the village and a strong wind swept the cinders diagonally
across the town, setting on 'fire over forty buildings and destroying the Brethren church and some four barns, also setting fire to no less than thirty-seven
other buildings. There was no adequate fire department. The telephone sent
out the "S O S" call in every direction and soon help began coming from the
towns and country around in automobiles, loaded with men and buckets.
Over two hundred and fifty automobiles rolled in, and finally the bucket brigades conquered. The telephone and automobile kept Gratis on the map.
ODD FELLOWS.

In 1850 the Independent Order of Odd Fellows organized Eden Lodge
No. 147, and on January 18, 1867, they bought a fine brick building at the
northeast corner of Franklin and East streets, using the second story for
lodge purposes and renting the lower story for residence and storeroom.
About 1888 they remodeled the building and built a third story and now
have one of the most comfortable lodge homes to be found in any village of the
same size. The lodge numbers between ninety and a hundred members,
among them many of the most influential and energetic men of the community. The lodge is to be commended for the high standard of manhood it
requires of its candidates.
On February 1, 1906, the Twin Valley Bank, of West Alexandria, established a branch bank at Gratis, known as the Twin Valley Bank (Branch),
which gives the people of the village and community ready banking facilities.
It is well patronized. The capital is covered by the capital of the parent bank.
N. G. Kimmel, cashier, has filled the post almost ever since the bank was
established.
WEST ELKTON.

West Elkton is located within a mile and a half of the south line of the
township, and just grew up along a small branch. David Taylor, shortly
after the settlement of the township, built a wagon shop and his cabin on the
little stream that flows through the town and dug a well, being the first to
locate. Gradually others built around him, buying such plats of ground as
they desired, until, in 1847, a movement, headed by Jesse Stubbs and Nathan
Hbrnaday, started to have a town laid out. The next year the plat was filed,
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but as the lots sold before, about a dozen in number, had been very irregular
in size and shape, they had to remain so. They could not now be traced but
for the painstaking care of the surveyor, James L. Street, who surveyed
them and planted cornerstones so generally that he is easilyr followed. In the
northeastern part of the state is Elkton, hence this place is called West Elkton.
The first store is said to have been opened by a man named Rockill about
1828. The first postoffice was established in 1844, and Rawley Wheeler was
appointed postmaster. In i860 Argerbright & Talbert started a carriage shop
in West Elkton, but in 1863 Isaiah Talbert sold out, on account of bad
health, and W. S. Maddock took his place. In about 1869 Talbert returned
from Miamisburg, where he had been engaged in the same business. With
A. Van Trump and D. L. Wineland, Talbert bought out the business, and in
1871 he bought Van Trump's interest, and in 1874 Wineland's interest. A.
Van Trump and Thomas Stubbs at the time were running a saw-mill and
other business connected with it, and they consolidated under the name of
Van Trump, Talbert & Company in 1874. Later, about 1895, Talbert bought
out his partners and took in three of his sons, and they are now doing a prosperous business. In July, 1914, the three-story brick building and saw-mill
adjoining burned, but they have rebuilt on a larger scale than before. It is
the only carriage factory of the county that has survived the competition
with the big factories, the reason being that they did not try to compete in
price, but aimed to excel in quality. The job had to be exactly as represented,
and for forty years past the statement that it was a West Elkton buggy has'
settled the question of quality. After the fire they increased their room, and
have now added the painting and repairing of automobiles and motor trucks.
A visit to the shops will make the visitor wonder where all the work comes
from, for these shops are the business heart of the town and community.
N A T H A N HORNADAY.

Perhaps the best remembered man who was a permanent resident of the
village was Nathan Hornaday, who was born in 1812 and died in 1899.
He was by trade a plasterer and stone mason, and by religion a Methodist,
in which church he was for many years a local preacher. A man of medium
size, strongly built, emotional, but clear minded, he was elected a justice of
the peace in 1842, which position he held most of the time for fifty years.
He was later mayor of the town, which office he held almost a lifetime. His
sympathy always going out to the suffering or the wronged, he was ever a
peacemaker in the community. With a courage and integrity that never fal-
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lered, he was an ideal justice of the peace. It is claimed that, although he
had many cases tried before him, a^ jury being waived, he was never reversed
by the common pleas court but once, and then the defendant refused to give
any evidence, and appealed. From the evidence Mr. Hornaday had to decide
the case. From outside knowledge he knew the matter was wrong, and
tried to get the plaintiff to settle, but he would not, and he later lost the case.
-No attorney was ever able to influence his decision nor by honeyed logic lead
him wrong. He won and held the love, respect and almost reverence of the
community. He was for five years deputy United States collector of revenue.
CHURCHES.

The first church built in Gratis township, and, with much reason, claimed
to be the first in the county, was a log church, built by the Quakers just south
of town in 1805. In 1809 it was replaced by a hewed-log house, which, in
1817, gave way to what was called the "old brick meeting house." The
church was then called the Elk monthly meeting, taking its name from the
•\reek near the south county line. In 1872, after taking up subscriptions for a
year or so, the present brick church was erected, and, save for some repairing
and remodeling, it continues in use. It is a large, commodious and comfortable building, costing nearly five thousand dollars. The society has a
membership of about two hundred, composed of some of the most prosperous
farmers of the township. They have had a large Sunday school for years.
The Methodist Episcopal church in West Elkton was organized about
1850, and for two or three years the society met in the school house. In 1853 a
union meeting house was built by the Methodists, Wesleyan Methodists and
United Brethren, near the northeast corner of the town, and at the same time
a union Sunday school was started. All the named churches continued to use
the house, but in the course of the next thirty years the Wesleyan Methodist
organization became practically extinct, after which the other two went on
together for a time. About 1897 the United Brethren concluded to erect a
church of their own and did erect an edifice on Pike street, about a half
square south of Camden street, at a cost of about three thousand five hundred
dollars, to which, a short time later, they added a parsonage. The Brethren
church was organized about the same time as the Methodist. Since the separation, the Methodists have continued to use the old union church building.
They now number about thirty and the United Brethren number about one
hundred and twenty members. The Sunday schools rival the churches in
numbers.
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PHYSICIANS.

Jacob S. Weinland, born in 1819 in Pennsylvania, came to Ohio when
only seventeen years old, graduated from the Eclectic Medical College, and
began practice in West Elkton in 1847, being the first physician to become a
permanent resident of the village. He was not above medium height, but was
rather corpulent in build. He was conscientious and painstaking in his treatment of his patients, looking after them with a fatherly care, and seemed to
be unwearied in his efforts to benefit them as much as possible. Thus he won
and held the confidence and respect of the community. He had a large practice, being regarded by physicians as an expert in handling typhoid and malarial fevers. He died about 1883.
Dr. William C. Robertson started practice in the village about 1877, and
succeeded in securing a remunerative practice, but died from heart failure
about 1884. Dr. Elwood Holaday, a homeopath; Dr. A. W. Y. Conarroe, an
eclectic, and Dr. Clara Robertson, widow of Dr. W. C. Robertson, are the
present practitioners living in the village.
SCHOOLS.

At an early day in the settlement there was a schoolhouse built on the
Camden road, just at the west edge of the town, which, as rebuilt, was used
until about 1871. In 1868 the Friends concluded that the children were entitled to better educational facilities than afforded by a sub-district school, and
in 1869, after having taken up subscriptions for the purpose, they erected a
four-room, two-story brick school house, just south of the village, calling it
the West Elkton Academy, and employed teachers for the higher branches.
After a year or so the two schools were united, and in 1878 the building was
sold to the West Elkton district and continued to be used until 1911, when a
vote was taken to bond the district, buy a more suitable location and build a
modern, up-to-date public school building. The majority vote favoring the
proposition, five acres were purchased and the present school building erected
just north of the village in 1913, at a cost of about twenty thousand dollars.
They now have a six-room school building, second to none in the county.
William T. Phenis is the superintendent.

CHAPTER XXV.
LANIER T O W N S H I P .

The history of the organization of Lanier township is fully given in the
chapter on Organization of the County. Twin creek, with its source in Darke
county, enters the township near the east line of section 3, and, flowing nearly
a general south course, passes out of the township near the western line of
section 35, then bends east across sections 2 and 3, into Montgomery county,
finally finding its outlet in the Miami river south of Carlisle Station.
The main tributaries of Twin creek are Aukerman creek, from the west,
which unites with the main stream in section 35, and Banta creek, which has
its source in section 13, Jefferson township, flows across Monroe, Washington and Twin townships, enters Lanier township in section 5 and flows southeast into Twin creek near the south line of section TO. Haldermans branch,
from the west, and Leslie's run, from the east, are smaller streams in the
drainage area. It will be noticed that Twin creek follows the rule of the
county; that the western drainage slope is much greater than the eastern
drainage slope.
Along the main streams are wide stretches of bottom land of unexcelled
fertility, which once were more productive than now, because the owners many
times have abused them. One field pointed out to the writer some years ago
had been put in corn for over thirty successive years. The farmers are doing
better now. Along the three main streams the land is somewhat broken, but
not for any considerable distance from the streams, for shortly after the
slopes are climbed the land becomes level, or gently rolling land, of clay soil,
underlaid with limestone subsoil and very fertile.
Extending nearly east and west across the township near the center is a
comparatively high ridge, passing about one-half mile south of Ingomar,
and thence into Montgomery county. From this ridge the waters flow northerly or southerly down its slopes to their outlets finally into Twin creek. The
ridge seems to have been highest just west of where Twin creek, when formed,
cut the ridge in two, to form its channel, and this ridge, or hilltop, at that
place is named after an early settler as the Morningstar hill, or Rattlesnake
hill, from the old cave: This hill is some seventy-five or eighty feet higher
than West Alexandria and is capped with a layer of Clinton limestone, some
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fifteen feet thick, which in many places crops out. Along the lower slopes of
the ridge there are many fine springs of water, two or three flowing several
thousand gallons daily.
The lands of the township produce in abundance all the crops raised in
this latitude.
EARLY SETTLEMENT.

There is but little doubt that Jacob Parker was the first settler in the
township, and probably the first white man to build a cabin in the county, for
family tradition has it that as early as the year 1798, before the United States
surveyor laid off the sections, he came back to the Twin creek bottoms, southeast of West Alexandria, and built his cabin near the old camp of Wayne's
soldiers, as related elsewhere. He found this a lonesome job, and also apparently realized that "it was not good for man to be alone," for he returned to
near Middletown. In 1803, however, he returned and resided during the remainder of his life on the northeast quarter of section 3, dying in 1848. His
son, Peter Parker, always claimed to be the first white boy born in the county,
and that he was born five or six months before George D ; Hendrix. Martin
Ruple came to the township with Jacob Parker in 1803 and settled on the
southeast quarter of section 3.
In 1804 John Aukerman settled on Aukerman creek, and later moved to
a point just east of Eaton. In the same year Jacob Loy, from Maryland, settled in section 2. He was related by marriage to Parker, who married Mary
Loy.
In 1805 Peter Vanausdal, from Virginia, settled on section 10. About
1806, John Vanausdal, the father of Peter and Cornelius> came and settled in
section 10, and with John came his son-in-law, Christian Van Doren, who
settled near him. About the year 1805 Jacob Fudge, from Virginia, with his
brother David, settled in section 34. In 1808 he was elected the first sheriff
of the county and served two terms. It seems, however, that he had small
liking for public office, for some four or five years after his term expired one
of his friends wished to nominate him in convention for another office, because Fudge's popularity would strengthen the ticket, but Jacob argued with
his friend against it, finally agreeing that if the friend would keep still he
would give him three quarts of good whisky. Jacob bought the whisky.
Benedict Stoner! from Maryland, settled on Twin creek, east of West
Alexandria, in 1805, and in the same year Christian Halderman, John Halderman, Jacob Shewman and John Kaylor, from Virginia, settled in section 32.
In the same year Henry and Peter Eikenberry settled near Wheatville.
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In 1806 Samuel Teal, from Maryland, settled near the mouth of Aukerman creek, and is said to have been one of the first Dunkards in the county.
In the same year came John Price, who settled just west of West Alexandria;
David Louts, on Banta fork; Michael Wolf, on Banta fork, and Abraham
and Albert Baiita, on the stream that since has borne the name, and a little
later Peter Banta joined them. In this same year Jacob Neff came from
Virginia.
About 1807 James Dennison came and settled on Twin creek. Some
twenty years later his son James erected the mill known as Dennison's mill,
later known as Gregg's mill, which is now gone.
About 1808 William Campbell came from Kentucky and settled south of
West Alexandria, where he started a tannery, which he operated for a number of years. He was the father of John V. Campbell, first probate judge of
the county. In the same year Jacob Lesh settled in section 18 and Samuel
Mitchell settled in section 29. Henry Young settled on Aukerman creek,
northwest of Gratis, in 1809.
In 1811 James Cloyd, who came from Virginia, settled in section 26, and
in the same year Jacob Deardorff settled in section 8 and Jacob Heckman
settled near Wheatville.
John Black came in 1813 and purchased land in sections 3 and 4. Some
of this land is yet owned by his grandson, S. S. Black, just south of West
Alexandria. Later came many others whose names are yet common in the
township. It is not intended that the above shall be accepted as a complete
list of all the early settlers, but only of those most easily traced, including a
large number of the names common now; for those early settlers left no trace
of race suicide.
The first child born in the township was Sarah Ruple, who was born in
1804, and the next was Peter Parker, born in 1805.
SCHOOLS AND C H U R C H E S .

The first school house was built in 1809, in section 29—a cabin of course
—and built like the pioneer school house described elsewhere in these pages.
Abraham Halderman was one of the pupils who received schooling in this
house. A year or so later a school was started in a cabin on Jacob Parker's
farm.
The township now has nine school houses, but on March 20, 1914, a vote
was taken on the questions of centralization of the schools and the issuing of
bonds therefor to the amount of fifty-eight thousand dollars. Both questions
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were carried by good majorities and are now in process of being put into
effect.
The first church in the township was organized by the Dunkards, or German Baptists, now called the Church of the Brethren. This church started
about the year 1806, at the home of Samuel Teal, the Aukermans and Haidermans also being present, and for several years services were held at the diffeernt homes thereabout. Later the Dunkards built a church known as the
Brower church, some distance south of West. Alexandria. About 1858 they
built a church in the northwest quarter of section 2, called Sugar Hill church,
and there laid out a cemetery. About the year 1861 they built a church in the
southeast quarter of section 19, called Wheatville church. The Brower
church has long since gone, and only old men can speak of its exact location.
The Sugar Hill church numbers about one hundred members, with a Sunday
school enrollment of about seventy-five. The Wheatville church has a membership of about one hundred and a Sunday school enrollment of about the
same number. Aaron Brubaker is the pastor.
About 1882 or 1883, a number of the brethren drew off and erected a
church about one-half mile east of Daddsville, for the "Old Order" Brethren,
which locally was known as the Cloyd meeting house. About the year 1911
the location of this church along, and so near, the traction line proving unsatisfactory, the congregation moved and rebuilt it, about a quarter of a mile
south of Daddsville. They have a membership of some sixty or seventy.
In. 1882 or 1883, after several years of discussion and quiet dissension, there
occurred what may be termed a friendly secession, although at that time there
was some bitterness, among the German Baptists at Wheatville and neighborhood, and a part called the "Old Order" Brethren, drew off and erected a
frame church near the center of section 17, on the farm of Joseph Flora,
hence locally called the Flora church, which now numbers about one hundred
members, with S. Leedy and J. C. Brubaker as elders.
The Methodists, about 1835, organized a class at Enterprise, at the house
of Henry Eidson, and this class grew until, three or four years later, a log
church was built, which in 1858 gave way to a brick church on the hilltop
north of Enterprise. The church dwindled away until there were fewer than
a dozen members. It seemed then to revive, but not for long, and about 1891
the church was rented to the Evangelical Lutheran congregation and finally
sold to the latter. Later that congregation changed its place of worship to
Ingomar, and, about 1906, the building was sold and demolished.
Shortly after the close of the Civil War a class of the Evangelical Lutheran church was formed in and about Enterprise, the members going to
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church at Farmersville and West Alexandria. In 1872 this class was organized into a society by Rev. Amos Poorman, who soon after was followed byRev. George W. Busby. The society grew, and in 1878 erected a church in
Enterprise, called St. John's Evangelical Lutheran church, the congregation
of which now numbers about eighty members, with a Sunday school enrollment of about one hundred.
About 1891, after simmering for some time, a split occurred in the German Lutheran church at Enterprise, principally over the question of secret
societies, and a part drew off and rented the old Methodist church. In 1905
they purchased land at Ingomar and built a fine cement-block church, which
they also named the St. John's Evangelical Lutheran church, and which numbers about seventy-five members, with a Sunday school enrollment of one
hundred. L. P. Pence is the pastor. The differences between the various
branches of the German Lutheran church they designate by saying that one
belongs to the general synod and the other to the council; which, of course,
relates only to the government of the church. All are Christians, and that
one fact is enough to satisfy all reasonable men.
The Christian church in an early day organized a society, chiefly from
among the settlers along the lands of Banta fork, and for some years held
services at a little frame church on the Lexington road near Banta creek, in
Twin township, but the congregation dwindled and, about 1840, they moved
to a school house in Lanier township, near the home of the Bantas, who were
members, and, gathering numbers and courage, in 1850 they erected Bethlehem chapel, on the Dayton pike, about thirty, rods west of Banta fork. This
chapel prospered until a few years ago, but now most of the members have
changed to a village church, and I am informed that services have been discontinued.
MILLS AND MILLING.

The first flour-mill in the township was built in 1812 by a New Englander,
named John Egbert, on Twin creek, in section 15, later locally and widely
known as the Halderman mill. In 1846 this mill was destroyed by fire, but
was rebuilt, and finally passed into the hands of Abraham Halderman, who
owned it for half a century. This mill long since has gone to decay. The
March flood of 1913 washed away the greater part of the old timbers and its
location will soon be only a memory.
James Dennison, in 18:18, built a mill on Twin creek, a couple of miles
lower down, later known as the Gregg mill, but it has long since been silent.
In 1833 Jacob Sourber built a mill about a mile southeast of West Alex-
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ahdria, which later became, and still is, known as the Brower mill, which
continued to grind until the last few years, doing most excellent work. It is
now still, however, and I fear will also soon be dismantled.
There have in the past been a number of saw-mills in the township, but
only two remain, one at Enterprise and one east of West Alexandria, because
the timber to feed them is getting scarcer as the years go by.
CEMETERIES.

The first public cemetery laid out was the half acre of the old cemetery
in West Alexandria, now no longer used, a portion of the one and one-half
acres deeded by Jacob Parker and Jacob Hell, to the Reformed and Lutheran
churches. Jacob Hell, named, is the ancestor of the Clears in Eaton, who
later had the German name, Hell, changed by act of the Legislature to its
English equivalent, Clear. About 1895 a new and large cemetery was laid
out about one-half mile south of West Alexandria.
About 1840 a cemetery was laid out just south of Wheatville church, in
the northwest corner of section 29, and in it Luke Vorhis, one of the soldiers
in the battle with the Indians at Fort St. Clair, is said to be buried.
About 1850 a cemetery was laid out one-half mile north of Enterprise,
known as the Enterprise cemetery.
About 1870 a cemetery was laid out on west line of section 36, locally
known as the Twin Valley cemetery. In an early day the Dunkards had a
church and cemetery at the crossroads between sections 25 and 26, but long
since the church has gone to decay, only the cemetery remaining.
Scattered through the township were a number of family burying grounds
of the early settlers, some of which are still marked, but none of which are
now used.
T O W N S AND VILLAGES.

, . -

West Alexandria has its south half within Lanier township, and is the
only incorporated village in the township. Its history will follow that of
Twin township.
:.; There are three clusters of houses in the township that form little hamlets, adding much to the business, community and social life of their respective parts of the township. Enterprise is situated in sections 23 and 24, the
houses being built on each side of the road. Concerning the first settlers, no
one seems able to speak positively. It seems that many years ago some enterprising fellows thought the community was so far away from towns that
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some business could be done, so a blacksmith shop, a grocery, and, later, a
saw-mill were started. The place, being near a school house, people bought
little plots of ground and built thereon, making there their homes, until
there are today seventy-five or eighty people living in the hamlet. This hamlet formerly had a postoffice, the postoffice name being Lanier, but rural
mail delivery does the business now, and even the grocery is gone.
In the fall of 1886, the Cincinnati, Jackson & Mackinaw railroad was
completed across the township and passed about a mile north of Enterprise.
At the crossing of the road it made a stop or station for the accommodation
of the people, calling it Lanier Station. A grocery was started; people began to ship from and to that place; the Wachtel Brothers started a little
lumber yard and warehouse. W. W. Crouse conceived the idea that the
place ought to have a name of its own, and a petition was filed with the railroad company asking that the station be named Ingomar. In a short time
the railroad company put up a large sign bearing that name and Ingomar
was on the map. Then, in 1888, the government was petitioned in the same
fashion, through Congressman Williams, and the postoffice of Ingomar was
established. The town now has about eighty or ninety population, a church,
grain elevator, lumber yard, coal yard, a good grocery store and four tobacco warehouses. Considerable business is done there, and there are many
promises of commercial growth. This may sound like a description of the
start of a Western town, but the "boom" occurred in staid old Preble county.
The buildings are good, the homes pleasant and everything presents a neat
and homelike appearance. A picture presented in these pages shows the center of the newest town of the county.
Years ago John Baker settled in the northwest part of section 1, and
he was nicknamed "Daddy" Baker. In 1898 the Dayton & Western electric
line was built along the pike, and there being both a road from the south and
one from the north, a stop was made there, a grocery was started, and people bought plots of ground, sometimes an acre or so, and built homes, attracted by the presence of the traction line, until today there is a cluster Of
fourteen houses, and some sixty people or more. The hamlet's original
nickname stuck, for the place still is known and called by everybody, "Daddsville." The houses are neat and well painted and the surroundings attractive.

CHAPTER XXVI.
TWIN

TOWNSHIP.

By W. W. Crouse.

Twin township was first organized by the decree of the three associate
judges, on the 15th of March, 1808, out of the original township of Hardin,
comprising all of the third range of townships, as did Israel and Somers
comprise the whole of the first and second ranges, respectively. Thus, in
dividing the county into townships, the associate judges decreed that Twin
township should be the north fourteen miles of the third range, which extended from the Darke county line to the confluence of Banta's fork and Twin
creeks, and remained thus until the commissioners, in 1815, curtailed it by
their order that Twin township should be the sixth original surveyed township of the third range.
It takes its. name from the principal stream (named by the Indians long
before the coming of the white man), which flows through this township
from north to south—the Indian's Nile. The valley was a favorite camping
and hunting ground for the Pottawattamies, Miamis, Delawares, Shawnees
and Mingoes, during the latter part of the eighteenth century, when the territory between the Whitewater and Miami valleys was traversed by well-defined Indian trails, the favorite trail being through this township, and until
1805, when the government purchased a}\ the possession (landed) of Pottawattamies, the most friendly of the tribes, in Ohio. He would, from time to
time, return, seeking that renewal of health which as a boy he had enjoyed
in the Twin valley and had lost in the malarious regions west, in later years.
Twin valley has sustained its reputation as one of nature's health resorts, and
the white man joins his copper-colored brother in meeds of praise.
Twin township is bound on the east by Montgomery county; on the
north by Harrison; on the west by Washington, and on the south by Lanier
townships. It is very productive and one of the richest agricultural townships in the county. Among its earliest (1804) settlers were some of the
most prominent farmers of that day—the Van Winkles, Keislings, Millers,
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Robertsons, Dickeys, Nisbets, Ozias, Bantas, Rapes, Whitsells and others;
and it has maintained its position as an agricultural township from that day
to the present. Its chief products have been wheat, barley, corn, oats, and
tobacco, and in later years the raising and feeding of hogs and cattle has
grown to quite large dimensions, as has, also, the breeding of horses, mules.
etc.
The land naturally arranges itself about the streams, Twin, Banta's and
Price's creeks, particularly Twin. This valley is the deepest and broadest in
the county, and Twin creek the largest stream in the county, affording the
greatest waterpower. Mills of almost every description graced its banks in the
earliest days, but only a few remain, the railroads and other shipping facilities
of this country having made these smaller mills unprofitable; but a few have
found it possible to exist and those only as custom mills.
The mill so long and favorably known as the Stotler mill, is about the
only one of its kind that is in operation today in this township. This mill
is located on the Dayton & Eaton pike, just east of West Alexandria, and
was built on the site of the old Benedict Stoner distillery, known by our
older citizens as the John Glander distillery, which burned with the Twin
creek bridge in 1858, the light of the conflagration being seen by the Dayton
people eighteen miles away. The present mill was erected in 1859-60 by E.
S. Stotler, John H. Gale and Detrich Glander, who operated it until the death
of Mr. Gale, when the surviving partners purchased his interest,* conducting
the business under the firm name of Stotler & Glander, who furnished great
quantities of flour to the National Soldiers Home, near Dayton. This mill
is now owned and operated by Charles Shuey, formerly of Germantown.
But, to get back to the physical features of this township and the beautiful Twin valley about which it centers, it can truly be said that its diversity
of soil and surface make farming both pleasant and profitable, because the
agriculturist can engage in diversified farming, rendering failure practically
impossible. While different soils are better adapted to certain crops, yet
there are few, if any, farms that will not produce most of the crops raised
in Ohio. The more elevated portions are better adapted for the growing of
wheat, oats, barley and tobacco, for filler purposes, while the lower area and
the valleys of our streams afford a choice field for the production of corn
and seed-leaf tobacco. The great Miami valley, which includes the Twin
as one of its tributaries, is one of the greatest tobacco-producing belts in
the United States, and Twin township has few farms upon which this crop
is not raised.
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DRAINAGE.

The drainage is good in Twin township and is controlled by four principal table lands, one in the northwestern part, in the vicinity of Brunnersville, contiguous to Price's creek, and has a clay ridgy- soil with blue clay
almost touching the surface. The soil, somewhat rocky, is brown loam and
quite productive. Beech grows extensively. In this upland country, the
ridges are on a line distinctly marking the junction of Clinton and blue limestone formation. From these naturally appear many springs, chief amongst
which is the "Mammoth" spring, on what is better known as the Royer farm,
at Brunnersville, originally settled by Jacob Cook, from whom Cook's fork,
now known as Price's creek, received its early name This spring furnished
sufficient waterpower to run a saw and woolen-mill. The Enoch or Shaw
woolen-mill was operated by waterpower from this spring for a period of
fifty years or more from its erection, in 1830.
The northern and northeastern part of the township is similar in many
respects, but oak timber is most abundant in this portion of the township.
Rape's run is the principal stream in the northeastern; Leslie's run in the
eastern, and Banta's fork in the extreme southwestern. These are the principal streams tributary of Twin creek, in their respective localities. The
land in the southeast quarter of Twin township and drained by Leslie's run,
is not ridgy like the country bordering on the other streams mentioned
above, except near its mouth. The land is mostly low, flat, deep soil, rich
and fertile.
Transversely across the southwestern part of this township is the boulder
belt, supposed to have been deposited here by the northern glaciers. While
theyr have, to some extent, interfered with agricultural pursuits, they have
proven a valuable asset as foundation building stone and crushed rock for
road building.
SETTLEMENT.

The government owned the land in the early days of its settlement and
sold it at two dollars per acre, in parcels of not less than a section. This
necessitated the clubbing together of those prospective settlers who were
unable to purchase so much land, and the subsequent division of it amongst
themselves, by lot or otherwise, to suit its members; or, as in some instances,
these clubs would appoint a purchasing agent and treasurer whose duty it
was to purchase tracts of government land and sell it again to settlers.
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While this latter plan was fraught with danger, there is not any evidence
of fraud practiced.
FIRST SETTLERS.

The first permanent settlement in Twin township was that of Simeon
Van Winkle, one of the township trustees after its organization, who entered
section 27, on which Judge Nisbet afterward laid out New Lexington. Air.
Van Winkle was a native of Georgia, and with his wife and five children
emigrated from Kentucky to Twin township, in the late winter of 1803-4,
to whom was born, February 20, 1805, a son (Jesse), the first white male
child born in the township. Mrs. Mary Huston Burtner, of West Alexandria, Mrs. A. M. Townsend, of Eaton, and Mrs. Rebecca Holsinger, of
that vicinity, besides several descendants of Susanna Van Winkle Robertson, living in Preble county, are descendants.
About a month after the settlement of the Van Winkle family Frederick Miller, a native of Virginia, emigrated to this township from Tennessee, stopping at Lebanon, Ohio, where he left his family while prospecting for a new home in the wilderness of Ohio, locating on the farm
now owned by the John C. Mills estate and built his "lean-to" against a coffeebean tree along the present right-of-way of the Cincinnati Northern (formerly the Cincinnati, Jackson & Mackinaw railroad), just north of West
Alexandria. He selected the land adjoining his, now owned by Herman
Voge and George W. Copp, for Henry Kesling, who, with William Alexander, one of the first township trustees, laid out the town of West Alexandria.
In the year 1805 the Nisbet family emigrated from Kentucky, locating
in this township. William settled on the farm known as the John Trick
place; Thomas took over the place known as the John Henry Markey farm,
and James I. settled on land where, a year later, he laid out the town of
New Lexington, built the first house therein; was its first merchant and postmaster, and built the first brick house in the county. When the court of
common pleas was established, he was appointed one of the associate judges.
Albert Banta, about this time, settled on the creek bearing his name, at the
crossing of the Lexington road, where, later, Jacob Peters built a large log
house, in which the Tunkers met to worship. At that time the township
was sparsely settled and communities could ill afford church buildings for
the various denominations; hence, religious services were held at the homes
of one or more of its members in a neighborhood. This building gave way
to a more pretentious and modern brick building, owned and occupied, until
recent years, by Samuel Ryder, father of Dr. J. C. Ryder, of Eaton, Ohio.
(24)
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The Rapes and Ozias families settled in this township in 1805, the
latter entering about thirteen hundred acres of land on Twin creek, south of
the present village of Lewisburg, and a number of descendants own and
occupy the greater portion of this land today. Mr. John Rape, Sr. (a native
of France), served under the command of General Lafayette in the Revolution for about five years and, at its close, deserted from his command, refusing to return to his country. He married and settled in the valley of the
Shenandoah river in Virginia, from whence he emigrated to Ohio, settling
on the stream bearing his name in the northeastern part of the township.
This farm remained in the family for upwards of a century. These families
were followed by the Hewitt, Dickey, Coleman, Whitesell, Utz, Quinn,
Vance, Hart, Mickle, Enoch, Baer, Benjamin, Bower and Singer families.
EARLY

EVENTS.

Tradition has it that the first male child born in the township was born
to Mr. and Mrs. Simeon Van Winkle. The production of the first wheat
was credited to Frederick Miller and the first bearing orchard was cultivated
by Henry Keisling; and we might add that the latter built the first hominy
mill in this township. It was a rather crude affair, consisting of a hollowedout stump, into which the corn was poured and then tramped. The finer
part of the product was used as meal for johnny-cakes, and the remainder
as hominy grits.
Wild animals roamed the forest in those days; bears, wolves and catamounts abounded in this wilderness, the blood-curdling screams of the latter
have made the stoutest heart quail, and this brings to our memory a laterday event:
"THE

BOOHAW."

Late in the seventies Dame Rumor, with the assistance of the press,
had much to say concerning a ferocious animal, which for the lack of a
better name, they called a "boohaw," having been heard and seen in the
vicinity of West Alexandria; and its unearthly shrieks made daylight most
welcome to the inhabitants thereof; not that anyone was afraid, of course;
no, just an atmosphere of insecurity. But there was a very noticeable falling
off in the attendance at the evening assemblages. The lodge and even the
churches suffered, and neighbors could not find time to pay to each other
the customary evening call. This continued for some weeks and the "boohaw" changed his spots, becoming an escaped circus panther seeking whom
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he might devour, causing those who had searched their lexicons in vain for
some description of the former beast, to flinch and entertain a cowering
feeling. Finally, an extraordinarily large catamount was killed and the
weird cry of the "boohaw" was heard no more in that land.
EARLY ELECTIONS.

In the first election held in Twin township, as organized by decree of
the common pleas court (which, by the way, was held at the residence of
John Vance, who lived one mile south of Lewisburg, in what is now Harrison township), it is reliably vouched for that, after the offices were filled,
there remained but three electors who had not received an office, and, strange
as it may seem, no effort was made by those to create offices for themselves.
At the first election held in Twin township, after its organization as ordered by the county commissioners in 1815 (and which was held at New
Lexington, which has been the voting place ever since), Frederick Miller was
elected to the office of justice of the peace and Simeon Van Winkle and
Henry Keisling were elected on the board of township trustees. The township is at present officered as follows: Trustees, William Peterman, Will
Davidson and Joseph James; clerk, Jesse B. Myers; treasurer, Harmon
Lang; justices of the peace, George W. Knouse and George W. Coop.
SCHOOLS.

The first school in the township was held in 1807, i n a little deserted
log cabin on the farm of Judge Nisbet and stood near the site of the Presbyterian graveyard, and was probably presided over by George Miller, son
of Squire Miller, who lived one-half mile south of the school house. The
benches were of slab, and the light admitted through small windows covered
with oiled paper. David Williams is said to have succeeded George Miller
in the New Lexington school, and about five years later another school was
opened on Price's creek, near the site of the old Whipple mill, with Thomas
Coldscolt as teacher. From these two little cabin school houses of a century
ago, have sprung nine comfortable brick buildings representing that number
of districts, under the present efficient public school system. Two, only,
Nos. 1 and 6, have been built over twenty years, and three, Nos. 2, 5 and 8,
have been built in the last four or five years. No. 5, at New Lexington, is a
beautiful, commodious, two-story brick edifice, taking the place of the one
built in 1873, and would reflect credit upon a much large place than New
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Lexington. It was built by Amos Markey & Brother. Nos. 2 and 8 were
built by B. C. Crouse & Company and are modern district school buildings,
attesting the interest taken by this township in the dissemination of knowledge to those of school age.
MILLS.

The first flouring-mill was built in Twin township by Judge Nisbet in
1805, and here the first wheat was ground. He sold the mill to John Mumma,
who razed it and built a new one on its site. The privilege of this mill was
bought by Stotler, Gale & Glander, who built a new mill about i860, on the
Dayton and Eaton pike, just east of West Alexandria.
John Van Winkle built the first saw-mill in the township, just north
of New Lexington. This mill passed through the hands of several, including
Mumma, Meckley, Wick & Winkleman, and was in operation until the flood
of March 26, 1913.
Henry Price built the first grist and saw-mill on Price's creek, about
one and one-half miles north of the intersection of the Eaton and Lewisburg
road. This mill was better known as the Clemmer mill.
In 1828 Isaac Enoch built a second grist-mill on Price's creek, and
some years later erected the mill known as the Whipple mill. In 1830 he
built a woolen-mill on the branch fed by the Mammoth springs at Brunnersville, afterward owned and operated by Joseph B. Shaw.
Several distilleries were operated in the township in earlier times, but
the worm is dead and not even a smell is left.
CHURCHES.

Notwithstanding difficulties, the early settlers did not neglect spiritual
development; and, although many brought to this wilderness their denominational religious beliefs, a religious bigot was a rare sight. It was especially noticeable that a spirit of tolerance and liberality obtained among
them, and union meetings were held whenever the services of a passing
preacher could be secured. For the most part, these meetings were held in
the little school house on the Nisbet farm, but there came a time of the
parting of the ways, when differences of opinion arose as to the propriety
of permitting a Universalist minister to preach in the school house church,
resulting in the establishment of the two most strongly-represented churches,
the Baptist and the Presbyterian.
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CHURCH.

The Baptists, being the weaker in numbers, naturally enough formed
an alliance with those of other creeds, or none, and, after mutual conference, it was decided to build a church, which, though it should be called the
regular Baptist church, should be conducted with the utmost liberality denominationally; and it was agreed that those who subscribed should control
and have charge of the building. Prominent among the Baptists was Simeon
Van Winkle, who donated the half acre on which the church stands in the
corner of the R. W. Ozias farm, and Squire Benjamin was the leader of the
outsiders. At the first election, Asa W. Malloy, of Eaton, Squire Benjamin
and George Ivens were made the trustees. The latter was the only one of
the three belonging to the church.
The organization was effected in 1829 by Reverends Day and Poyner
and a plain but substantial brick church erected on the grounds donated by
Mr. Van Winkle. Rev. William Williams, the pioneer Baptist preacher,
Rev. James Eaton, a missionary from New York, Rev. Anderson Adams, a
son-in-law of John Van Winkle, Rev. James Sandford and others passing
this way, occasionally preached for their congregation, although, during a
great part of the time it was without a regular pastor.
Some years later a Campbellite preacher from Cincinnati, named Burnet, came to New Lexington, and in a short time had won over the Baptists, with the exception of George Ivens, and a petition addressed to the
Baptist association asking for its dismissal, was granted, and, though it
remained liberal, it was afterward called the Campbellite church. Preaching continued there from time to time, until the close of the Civil War,
but finally became deserted, until late in the seventies, when Squire Benjamin, the only surviving trustee, offered it for sale to James M. Van Arnold.
The neighbors, however, raised by subscription sufficient money to put the
building in repair, and since July, 1879, the United Brethren held services in
it for some time. The building was finally condemned and has fallen into
decay, with small prospect of its reparation; but the graveyard adjoining it
was, some years since, taken over by the township and the trustees have made
of it one of the prettiest cemeteries in the county.
PRESBYTERIAN C H U R C H .

At the time of the separation of the two denominations, the Presbyterians had an organization of about thirty members, and during the winter
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of 1828-29, under the pastorate of Samuel J. Miller, a revival was held and,
as a result, forty were added to the church. The elders were Christian Van
Doven, who, later, was one of the founders of the Presbyterian church,
Eaton, Ohio, and B. Aten. During the following summer they erected a
brick church north of Judge Nisbet's three-story house, and adjoining the
graveyard, where lay the remains of Grandfather Nisbet and a number of
his descendants. Reverend Miller served his congregation until 1836, when
he resigned to accept a call from the Pleasant Ridge church. The membership later becoming scattered, the church fell into decay and the building
was torn down several years ago.
KELLY'S CHAPEL.

Located on section 14, Twin township, was a log building, built in 1835
for a Methodist church, and was named Kelly's Chapel, for Rev. George
Kelly, who organized the church and later was pastor of the Wesley chapel,
Methodist Episcopal church, Cincinnati, Ohio. The membership of the
church, which had never been large, grew less by deaths and removals, and
soon went down.
SHILOH.

The church at Shiloh was situated in the southeast quarter of section
12, Twin township. It was organized about the year 1840, by Rev. Thomas •
H. Wentworth, of the German Reformed church, who was the pastor for a
period of ten years. Disintegration did for this church what it had done
for others, and it went down.
About this time a division of the new and old school Lutherans was
impending and, a little later, the new school branch of the Lewisburg Evangelical Lutheran church secured Shiloh church for their own place of worship and installed Rev. Abraham Rex as their pastor, who served them for
two or three years, and was followed by other pastors from the Evangelical
church at Lewisburg. The church is still in a healthy condition, under the
pastorate of Reverend Larick, of Lewisburg, Ohio.
ST. JOHN'S CHURCH.

At the time of the separation of the old and new school Lutherans,
the old school branch organized, under Rev. Jacob Gruber, a church in the
northeastern corner of this township on the farm now owned by Joseph
James. It was a little farm building and has long since been removed.
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CEMETERIES.

In addition to the cemeteries adjoining the churches at New Lexington
and Shiloh, there are graveyards near Brennersville, on the old Royer farm,
and one on the John Hart farm. In this latter graveyard a number of the
early Tunkers are buried, among whom was Jacob Baer, one of the early
settlers, and father of the late Elder Harry Baer.
QUARRIES.

Until recent years, the John O. Deem quarry, in section 17, was one of
the most flourishing in the township. Farther north, on Price's creek, was
the Whipple quarry, which did an extensive business in earlier days.
BRENNERSVILLE.

Brennersville was laid out about 1825 by John Brenner, but the plat was
never recorded. It is on the south line of section 8, and never boasted of its
commercial activities and is probably better known by the name of Scuffletown.
NEW

LEXINGTON.

New Lexington is the oldest town in Preble county. It was laid out by
Judge James I. Nisbet, November 18, 1805, plat book 1, page 22, of the
Preble county plat records, and for some three years was the rival of its
sister town, Eaton, in importance.
About three months prior to the founding by William Bruce, of Eaton,
James I. Nisbet laid out part of his farm, in section 27, into town lots, and
named it New Lexington, in honor of Lexington, from whence he had migrated. He built the first house, a log cabin in the eastern part of the
village, on the site of the three-story brick house that he built in 1811, near
Twin creek. A number of other houses were built soon after Judge Nisbet's
log cabin was built, and the enthusiastic and enterprising founder thought
he saw in the little town a city in embryo; and when Preble county was
organized, he worked hard to have New Lexington selected for the county
seat, Eaton being the only contender, and, while Eaton had the advantage of
being more centrally located, New Lexington had the precedence of birth,
beside being located on the banks of the principal stream, the broadest and
most fertile valley. The matter, finally, was decided by a commission, con-
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sisting of Messrs. Ichabod Corwin, Aaron Harlan and Ichabod B. Halsey,
appointed by the Legislature, which returned its findings to the court of
common pleas June 23, 1808. After viewing both places, they found that,
as far as the town were concerned, it was "six of one and a half a dozen of
the other;" but. in respect to position, Eaton had the advantage of a central
location, wherefore, the permanent seat of justice was "fixed at the town
of Eaton, provided that the money, lands, lots, stone and labor subscribed
by the inhabitants of the town, shall be duly secured for the use of said
county towards erecting public buildings." Since the decision against it, and
the death of Judge Nisbet, New Lexington has lacked the spirit and enterprise which are necessary to the growth of a town.
BUSINESS.

Judge Nisbet was New Lexington's first merchant and postmaster; the
mail was carried on horseback between Dayton and Richmond, via New
Lexington, over a direct route. The Columbian pike through West Alexandria was built later and the office removed there in 1828, and this village
was without a postoffice until February 19, 1889, when one was established
under the name of Twin, the mail being carried b\r the Cincinnati, Jackson
& Mackinaw- railroad, but on May 14, 1906, the office was discontinued and
its patrons served from West Alexandria, through the rural free delivery
system established by the United States government some years prior.
Taverns were kept by John Hawkins and Nathaniel Benjamin. The
Hawkins house was the first, but there are no public documents showing how
long this inn was open to the public. Mr. Benjamin's hostelry was run by
him for a number of years, as he served at least twelve years, while so
engaged, as a justice of the peace, and went directly from the hotel to the
farm on the hill east of Twin creek, in 1831.
There was a hattery in the village at one time, probably in the twenties,
but the length of time it was in operation is not known. It was conducted
by Mr. Foreman, father of "Aunt Polly" Bare, late widow of Elder
Henry Bare, pioneer farmer of Twin township.
There is at present in the village one general store, one tobacco warehouse, one box factory, two blacksmith shops, one junk dealer, and one
huckster, with a population of one hundred and twenty.
The township house and school buildings are treated elsewhere in this
history.
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ALEXANDRIA.

Located on the west bank of Twin creek, in the midst of the richest
agricultural territory in Preble county, West Alexandria contains about
eleven hundred inhabitants. Half of the town lies on the south side of the
old Columbia (Dayton and Eaton) pike, in Lanier township, and half on
the north side of the pike which forms the boundary line in Twin township.
The town is said to be the wealthiest in the state, in proportion to its population. It has four substantial churches, one newspaper, two flourishing
banks, steam and electric railroads, and the finest school building, with auditorium, in the county, and many handsome residences. The town presents a
neat, attractive and thrifty appearance, and evidences of prosperity are to be
seen upon every hand. Whether viewed from an interurban or a steam
car, one is impressed with the evident care and attention its people pay to
the upkeep of property, public and private. The streets are wide and lined
with magnificent shade trees, which partially conceal the houses, and are
well kept. Its people, intelligent, moral and hospitable, take pride in their
home and town, which is attested by the tastily-built residences and wellkept lawns.
West Alexandria was laid out in August, 1818. Forty lots comprised
the original town plat, twenty on the Lanier side being laid out by William
Alexander, for whom the town was named, and twenty on the Twin side
by Henry Keisling, one of Twin township's earliest settlers, who never became extensively identified with the town, but Mr. Alexander, who did, has
always been regarded as its founder and will be the subject of a brief sketch
here.
He was born in Virginia in 1791, and in the spring of 1817, with his
wife and one child, migrated to Ohio. Leaving his wife and one child with
his brother at Hamilton, he came to the Twin valley, where Jacob Sorber,
his brother-in-law, had moved a year previous, and purchased of Jacob Hill
eighty acres, a part of which now constitutes the south side of town. The
next spring he brought his little family from Hamilton. They found here,
where West Alexandria now stands, a little clearing and four rude buildings
of logs; a school house, the Union church, and two log cabins. One, the
Coble cabin, stood on the northeast corner of Main and Dayton . streets,
known as the Davis corner, and the other stood on the present site of the
Twin Valley Bank and was occupied by John Clapp as a dwelling and blacksmith shop. These two families, squatters, soon after moved away, and
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Alexander moved into the Clapp cabin and, soon after, William Sherman
took possession of the Coble domicile. The following autumn Alexander
erected an addition twenty feet square, and in the spring following (1819)
Valentine Mikesell moved from Nisbet's mill into the original Clapp cabin.
From this humble beginning has grown the present beautiful hustling town
of West Alexandria. Mr. Alexander, its founder, died April, 1837, but his
widow continued to live here for many years afterwards, in all a period of
nearly seventy years. Only two of the eight or nine children born to them
survived her, Mrs. John Winter, of Springfield, Ohio, who died on February 24th, 1915, and Perry Alexander, of Eaton.
INCORPORATION.

The town was incorporated by act of the Legislature March 14, 1836,
and on the third Monday of April following, a municipal government was
inaugurated by the election of a mayor and board of trustees. Charles
Smith was elected to the mayoralty, and his successors in office were: Elias
Herdman, 1838-39; Mahlon Kara, 1840, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 51, 54, 64;
Josiah Davis, 1844; J. B. Watts, 1848-49; J. W. Templeton, 1850; Nathaniel Benjamin, 1852, 53, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 63, 67; Johnson McClean,
1861, 62, 72, 73, 74, 75, 92, 93; Moses Marquis, 1865; Nelson Donnellan,
1866; Michael Aker, 1868, 69, 70, 71, 78, 79, 82, 83; John Wolf, 1876-77;
James Campbell, 1880-81, 86, 87, 88, 89; Nathan S. Hart, 1884-85; George
Buck, Jr., 1890-91, Isaac Van Ausdal finishing his term. D. V. Wachtel,
1894-95; S. B. Smith, 1896, 97, 98, 99, 1900-01, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13; Philip
A. Saylor, 1902 to January, 1905; H. M. Brewer, since January, 1914. The
present village officials are: H. M. Brewer, mayor; Glen Davis, clerk; Andrew Rupp, treasurer; C. B. Dye, marshal and street commissioner; Charles
Rinck, S. M. Myers, Abner N. Clemmer, Samuel Fudge, John Block and
John Snaveley, councilmen.
WATERWORKS.

The village, in 1897, installed one of the first waterworks systems in
the state, at a cost of about seventeen thousand dollars; the supply being
obtained from artesian wells in the southern part of the city, and pumped
through the town to a stand-pipe located in the northern part, opposite the
public school buildings. The wells are drilled to a depth of one hundred
and thirty feet, affording not only an abundant supply, but an excellent
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quality, of water for culinary and drinking purposes, as it flows out from
the wells, instead of being drawn from the stand-pipe. A substantial brick
pump-house provided with two forty-five horsepower boilers and two pumps
with a capacity of seven hundred and twenty-five thousand gallons each and
a sixteen by forty foot standpipe, with bottom elevation of about eighty-five
feet above the village proper, giving a domestic static pressure of fortyseven pounds, and a fire pressure of one hundred and twenty-five pounds.
A GALA DAY.

When the Cincinnati, Jackson & Mackinaw railroad was built to this
town, in 1886, the people of Twin valley decided upon "Mackinaw Day," a
day of celebration in honor of the event. A great cedar arch spanned the
track at the Dayton street crossing, cannons awoke the denizens of the valley to the fact that the day of their deliverance was at hand, that the "iron
horse" would bear their burdens, that a new era was about to begin, that no
longer were they compelled to wagon to Dayton for their salt and to Cincinnati to deliver their produce, but that it w:ould bring a market, and make
possible the exchange of commodities at their very doors. All roads led to
West Alexandria that memorable 9th of October, 1886, and a hearty welcome was extended to all that came. The crowd was conservatively estimated at five thousand. Banners, bearing the word 'Welcome" and others
bearing the picture of a locomotive, with the inscription "Progress," were
visible everywhere. The public school campus was handsomely decorated,
a huge platfrom for speakers, brass bands and drum corps had been erected;
over six hundred feet of table groaned with the good things the ladies of the
old Twin valley know so well how to cook, roast or bake, awaited the maw
of a hungry public, and it was certainly satisfied.
ELECTRIC

RAILROAD.

One June day in 1898 excitement, but of a more subdued nature, prevailed among the citizens, when cars, with no visible power, went skimming
through the town and across the country, returning by the aid of the same
agency. Thus was ushered in the "interurban" in West Alexandria, the
"Dayton Western railway," and, today the town boasts of both steam and
electric lines, the former a north and south and the latter an east and west
road. Under its franchise it had to maintain its power plant here, so it
purchased four and one-half acres of land of S. V. and J. E. Motter, in the
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eastern part of town, and erected a large brick power house and two large
brick car barns. Since the line is operated by the Ohio Electric Railway
Company, the high tension system has been substituted and the power house
is used as a sub-station. The barns and shops are in full operation, and
most of the operating force live here.
POSTOFFICE.

In the spring of 1828 the postoffice at New Lexington was removed to
West Alexandria and Judge Nisbet, the postmaster, placed it in charge of a
clerk. Mails were received but once a week, and the duties of the postmaster could hardly be classed as strenuous. The office has since been served
by the following postmasters: Elias Hardman, Squire Taylor, John H.
Gale, John Bowers, Julia Holland, John Roselius, A. G. Albaugh, E. J.
Henry, H. C. Glander, and the present incumbent, O. V. Fritz. From one
mail in a week to six mails per diem, is the growth of the village postoffice
in number of mails; but the number of pieces or pounds of mail matter
transmitted through the office is proportionately much greater; there are
four rural free delivery carriers wrestling with the tons of mail matter each
month received at their office, and many departments have been added since
its establishment.
NEWSPAPERS.

On April 15, 1886, Gale & Wilson made their bow to the public as
publishers of a newspaper, which they christened the Twin Valley Times.
After the death of Mr. Wilson this property passed into the hands of D. E.
Stubbs, who was succeeded by the following owners and publishers: E. H.
Graham, O. H. Smith, C. M. Hane, E. A. McKee, Lewis & Drury, Griswold
& Drury, Todd & Bundy and H. A. Smith.
' The Twin Valley Echo, a second local newspaper, was started on March
33, 1898, by Snyder & Griswold, as proprietors, Mr. Snyder retiring in
October, 1900. Mr. Griswold continued to conduct the paper until about
June 1, 1902, when he sold to F. E. Vance, who published the sheet until
March, 1906, when it again passed to a new owner, D. W. Calahan, who, in
the spring of 1909, leased the same to Joe Murphy, but revoked the grant
the following September. About a year later, C. W. Mcintosh, the present
publisher, bought the plant.
The West Alexandria Record, a newspaper owned and printed by Earl
H. Irvin, publisher of the Eaton Democrat, was launched in January, 1905,
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under the management of Harry Eby, who, a year later, was succeeded by
W. W. Crouse, who edited the same until its extinction, for political reasons,
in June, 1910.
BANKS.

In the present age and, to some extent, in the past, banking institutions
have constituted a most vital part in the business of the commercial world.
Their influence and fortune are the financial barometers of the business
world, even governments have, in a measure, been dependent upon them.
Of this branch of business, Twin Valley Bank (S. S. Black & Company)
has been a part since 1888, when this institution was organized by upwards
of a dozen of the most prominent citizens of the town and vicinity, and
today it ranks third in respect to resources, in the county.
A second bank, the Farmers & Citizens, was organized early in 1905,
and, despite pessimism, has flourished, and has, today, fully as great resources as Twin Valley Bank had in 1905, which proves that healthy competition is the life of any business.
TAVERNS.

In the spring of 1819 Valentine Mikesell built a small frame tavern on
the northwest corner of Main and Dayton streets, where Henry Lang in
1887-8 built the present building, and, shortly afterward, Mr. Alexander
erected a larger one on the site of his dwelling, which passed into the hands
of Dennis Kelly and burned on July 26, 1863, as the result of a public
jollification over the capture of Morgan, the rebel raider. This was the most
disastrous fire in the history of the town, the Huston block, adjoining, having been consumed.
The Mikesell tavern was successively owned by Michael Klinger, Samuel Fisher, Miller, Isaac Johnson, Fred Shafer, Henry Lang, Joseph Endress and Henry Fadler. It has since passed into other hands and is used
for other purposes.
The Twin Valley House was established by Jacob Winters in a frame
dwelling, previously occupied by George Loy, and afterward conducted by
Jacob Feary, Jacob Good," Hiram Burk, John Wysong, John Early, Johnson
Brothers, E. P. Galbraith, Wolf Brothers, Feager Hefflinger, Wolf & Johnson, Wolf & Company, David Wolf, John Weaver, W. H. Weaver, Segelke
Bohlman and Herman Cordes.
The present owners of this property, T. G. Dininger and John Block,
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bought in August, 1905, since which time it was for a while occupied by the
Ohio Electric Railway Company for freight and ticket offices, but for the
past few years it has again been used as a hotel by Charles Houk and Elmer
Koeller, under the euphonious name of the "Astor House."
PIONEER

MERCHANTS.

George Gilbert kept a store in a one-story building owned by Jacob
Sorber, located on the site of the residence of the late Dr. O. E. Tillson,
and some say he was preceded at the same place by Mr. Wearshoff. Mr.
Gilbert subsequently moved to Dayton and was succeeded by George Taylor.
Henry Hathaway soon afterward erected a building on the northeast
corner of Main and Dayton streets. He did a flourishing business and was
also engaged in pork packing, but failed.
In 1838 Josiah Davis entered into the grocery business on this corner.
Some fifteen years earlier Frederick Zitzer, father of the late John Zitzer,
opened a cabinet shop here and was succeeded by his son and he by his son.
Nathaniel L. Derby was one of the pioneer merchants of this town and
was succeeded by John G. Gale, in 1847, who was succeeded in turn by
Baker, Smith & Company, Smith & Swank, Smith & Unger, Unger & Derby,
Unger & Gale, Unger & Glander, Glander & Herlman, and Glander.
In 1850 the late Johnson McLean succeeded Jerome Waters in the
harness and saddlery business.
PUBLIC

SCHOOLS.

In the absence of records we are compelled to depend on recollection and
impressions, but all seem to agree that the first term of school was taught
by William Sherman, the second by David Williamson, and the third by the
founder of the town, William Alexander, in a log cabin built by Jacob Parker, the first settler of Lanier township, at, or near, the northwest corner of
the old graveyard, west of Salem Evangelical Lutheran church, on East
Dayton street. This building was supplanted by a small frame building
erected by Mr. Alexander, about the year 1818. He purchased a part of the
materials at Cincinnati. Later, Henry Kissling, who laid out the north part
of the town, donated a lot on East Second street for school purposes, upon
which a small brick house was built, which was later displaced by the tworoom brick building, which has been converted into a dwelling, owned and
occupied by Scott F. Wilson.
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In the year 1871 a three-story brick mansard roof building, occupying
the site of the present building, was begun and Hon. Oscar Sheppard was
the first principal to occupy the new building, costing thirteen thousand
dollars, serving until 1878. Algebra, geometry, physiology, natural philosophy, history and English literature were among the branches taught. In
1879 M. D. Tyrell succeeded to the principalship and was followed by J. W.
Halley, E. P. Vaughan, C. O. Howell, Joseph Brouse, W. T. Heilman, B. A.
Landis, Lon Disher, F. E. Rinehart, Douglas Brouse, C. H. Carey and C. A.
Matheny, the present superintendent. A. J. Surface was the last teacher in
the building on Second street. He was immediately preceded by Billy Barnhiser and C. C. Featherling. Hon. John M. A. McNutt and John Graham,
author of the Graham arithmetic, were early teachers of West Alexandria
public schools. A northwest wing was added to the school building and, in
1904, the east wing was built; but the growth of the schools necessitated the
building of the present house, which has few, if any, equals in towns of like
size in the state and is by far the finest and most commodious school building in the county.
Superintendent Matheny is ably assisted by the following principals and
teachers: Clara Smith, E. A. Holcomb, John Winkleman, and the grade
teachers: Minnie Bohlman, Carrie Roselius, Alfred Schell, Ida Drene, Hazel
Weier and Marie Sheppard, with Miss Zetta Huber, normal teacher.
LODGES.

King Hiram Lodge No. 88, Free and Accepted Masons, was chartered
March 19, 1842, with the following members: N. Benjamin, H. M. Eidson,
Jacob Stotler, Josiah Davis, Dr. N. Donnellan, Dennis Kelly, Henry Garber,
Jacob W. Swerry, Thomas Hill, William McChesney and James B. Dix.
The officers were: N. Benjamin, worshipful master; H. M. Eidson, senior
warden; D. N. Donnellan, junior warden; J. W. Sweeney, secretary; Josiah
Davis, treasurer; Jacob Stotler, senior deacon; Henry A. Garber, junior deacon; Thomas Hill, tyler; James B. Dix, steward. The lodge room was in
the Huston block, until its destruction by fire, in 1863, and after the erection
of the Stotler-Glander block, in 1866, they took up quarters there; but, in
1905, it moved into its own temple, the third floor of the J. H. Jordan
building. Its present officers are: Raymond Hornbeck, worshipful master;
Earl Cloyd, senior warden; Andrew Rupp, junior warden; J. B. McLean,
secretary; J. E. Davis, treasurer; Eli McGregor, senior deacon; H. M.
Brewer, junior deacon; James Coffman, tyler.
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The Eastern Star Gleaners have an organization, but records were not
available owing to a recent fire that visited it.
INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS.

Lanier Lodge No. 521, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, was instituted July 11, 1872, with Peter Smith, David Yohe, Dr. O. E. Tillson, Rev.
H. M. Herman, Samuel Mowery, L. V. Motter, Luther C. Black, Jos. M.
Kinsell, John Swisher, David Wood, George T. Sauer, David Wolf, Nahlon
Karn, Josiah Rape and H. C. Burns, as charter members. The following
officers were elected: Peter Smith, noble grand; Doctor Tillson, vice-grand;
Elijah Fonta, recording secretary; David Wolf, treasurer; L. C. Black,
financial secretary; D. G. Naeff, conductor; David Yohe, warden; M. Karn,
right supporter noble grand; L. V. Motter, left supporter noble grand; J. M.
Krissel, right senior supporter; J. E. Motter, left senior supporter; David
Wood, inner guard; Samuel Mowery, outer guard; Josiah Rape, right supporter vice-grand; George T. Sauer, left supporter vice-grand; H. M. Herman, chaplain. The present officers are: T. H. Rule, noble grand; J. L.
Emlet, vice-grand; J. M. Saylor, recording secretary; George M. Fritz, financial secretary; J. E. Motter, Jr., treasurer: John Block, right supporter noble
grand; L. A. Deardorff, left supporter noble grand; S. P. Geeting, warden.
Its lodge room was and is in the old Stotler-Glander building.
REBEKAHS.

Priscilla Lodge of Rebekahs was organized, October 29, 1902, with the
following charter members: J. E. Van Ausdal, E. C. Fouts, John Herman,
S. B. Smith, Ida C. Van Ausdal, Eva Smith, Anna Harmon, David Yoke,
Sarah F. Yohe, S. P. Geeting, Amanda Geeting, J. H. Fritz, Nettie Fritz,
O. E. Tillson, Caroline Tillson, Julia Holland, George M. Fritz, Samantha
J. Fritz, Melissa Wolf, John W. Saylor, Lucinda Saylor, Louise Deckwitz,
Minnie Campbell, Alonzo Strader, J. M. Saylor, Anna M. Klinger, Delilah,
Harry, Lon. E. Fouts, H. E. Van Ausdal, George W. Bickel, Adda Gregg,
Eliza N. Hoffman, T. E. Hoffman. The following were the officers: Louise
Deckwitz, noble grand; Emma Saylor, vice-grand; Adda Greeg, recording
secretary; Julia Holland, financial secretary; Melissa Wolf, treasurer; Elizabeth Hoffman, conductress; Caroline Tillson, warden; Delilah, right supporter noble grand; Nettie Fritz, left supporter noble grand; Eva Smith,
inner guard; Lon E. Fouts, outer guard; Ida Van Ausdal, chaplain. The
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present officers are: Anna M. Klinger, noble grand; Eva Smith, vice-grand;
Minnie Campbell, recording secretary; E. Saylor, financial secretary: Xettie
Fritz, treasurer; Clara Libecap, conductress; Jane Riley, warden; Grace
Marke, right supporter noble grand; Idella Deardorff, left supporter noble
grand; Julia Holland, inner guard; S. P. Geeting, outer guard; Jennie Fouts,
chaplain; Elizabeth Hoffman, right supporter vice-grand; Emma Kelley.
senior supporter vice-grand..
K N I G H T S OF PYTHIAS.

Royal Lodge No. 320, Knights of Pythias, was chartered May 21, 1889.
The following were charter members: Rev. H. L. Hart, D. E. Stubbs, A. H.
Campbell, J. M. Saylor, W. L. Burtner, H. O. Kirkpatrick, L. M. Wolfe,
M. A. Burke, S. M. Myers, F. J. Swartsel, W. I. Aydelotte, E. M. Sauer,
O. E. Paullens, E. S. Saylor, J. Strader, H. H. Dirfenbaugh, A. G Albaugh,
Henry Huette, J. P. Stock, Corwin Smith, Lewis Wachtel, James Carroll,
Sebastian Deem, J. N. Lanier, Lon Ozias, G. M. Shower, McClellan Saylor
and F. E. Hoffman. The officers were: J. M. Saylor, chancellor commander; W. J. Aydelotte, vice-chancellor; H. L. Hart, prelate: F. S. Saylor, master at arms; Corwin Smith, master of finance; Ferd J. Swartsel,
master of exchequer; D. E. Stubbs, keeper of records and seal: Sebastian
Deem, inner guard; Henry Huette, outer guard; E. M. Sauer, L. M. Myers
and Lewis Wachtel, trustees. A. H. Campbell, past commander and representative. The present officers are: Charles Blose, chancellor commander;
Delmer Crouse, vice-chancellor; John Bower, prelate; Harry Windle, master at arms; Roy Jellison, master of work; George Huber, keeper of records
and seal; N. L. Paxson, master of finance; F. J. Plander, master of exchequer ; F. E. Rinehart, Walter Copp and J. S. Emlett, trustees.
The temple of their lodge is in the Ehler block, built in 1893 by the late
A. A. Unger, on the corner of Main and Dayton streets.
P Y T H I A N SISTERS.

A charter was granted, March 10, 1899, to Sincerity Temple No. 132,
Rathbone Sisters. Since its organization, the name has been changed to that
of Pythian Sisters. The members meet in the temple of Roy Lodge No. 320,
K. of P. building.
(25)
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J U N I O R ORDER UNITED AMERICAN

MECHANICS.

The Junior Order United American Mechanics, was organized, November 23, 1910, with the following charter members: W. A. Davis, J. S. Long,
H. Newport, Harrison Long, J. Tipton, John Wilt, W. A. Robbins, C. H.
Price, J. L. Emlet, J. W. Gilmer, V. S. Singer, Clarence Wade, V. B. Furrey,
Carl Furrey, Willard Swartz, George Mikesell, Samuel Wiley, William
Greggs, J. E. Greggs, Elmer Emrick, Charles Mars, George G. Long, Ola
Albaugh, Frank Roberts, and Dr. H. Cloyd: Meetings are held on Friday
nights, in the Mills building.
PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY.

West Alexandria Grange No. 363, Patrons of Husbandry, was organized, January 12, 1874, and among its charter members were David and
Julia A. Lowman, Catherine Gale, Jacob, San and Catherine Eby, James and
Caroline Campbell, Samuel and Sarepta Crouse, James M., J. E. and Emma
Van Ausdal, Joseph, Miriam and Emma Copp, N. S. Hart, R. J. W. Ozias,
J. E. Emrick, Ezra Sigler and H. Campbell. Its first master was Squire
Campbell, but the records up to 1878 are missing, when the following officers
were elected: Jacob Eby, master; Darnel Eby, overseer; James M. Van
Ausdal, lecturer; J. W. Wampler, steward; J. Black, chaplain; Joseph Copp,
treasurer; N. S. Hart, secretary; J. E. Van Ausdal, gate-keeper; Julia A.
Lowman, ceres; Emma Copp, pomona; Emma Van Ausdal, flora; Sarepta
A. Crouse, lady assistant steward. This organization disbanded in the early
eighties.
MACCABEES.

At a preliminary meeting called at the Commercial Club rooms for the
purpose of organizing a tent, thirty-two applications for membership were
received, as follows: James Mountcastle, Frank Pitman, John Cordell, Oliver
Keimkle, Floyd Layman, Oliver Oswalt, George Reid, H. H. Carter, C. E.
Parker, Mark Boor, S. S. Hawley, Forest Myers, Raymond Shank, Omer
Slifer, Ellis Shiflett, Jacob Kabler, Charles Mountcastle, F. M. Roach, Charles
Elliott, Harry Windle, George Faddler, Clifford Craig, Orlando Jackson,
Irvin Clark, James Bineger, Walter Copp, Ed. Longmecer, Harry Gephart,
Scott Shiflett, James Frinley, Alvin Cunningham and J. S. Emlet. The
organization was effected under the name "Twin Valley Tent" of the Knights
of the Maccabees No. 538, through deputy C. O. Fife, and the following
officers were elected: J. L. Emlet, commander; S. S. Hawley, lieutenant-
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commander; Oliver Oswalt, chaplain; Walter Copp, record keeper; James
Mountcastle, master at arms; F. M. Roach, sergeant; Charles Elliott, master
commander; Earl Hutte, record keeper; Francis M. Roach, master at arms;
Ervin Burnett, sergeant; J. L. Emlet, chaplain; Oliver Oswalt, first master
of guard, and William Kenworthy,-second master of guard. Their tent is in
the Mills building on North Main street.
LADY MACCABEES.

A Lady Maccabee society has recently been organized, but sufficient
facts to write a history of their organization were not available.
CHURCHES.

The First Brethren church of West Alexandria was organized soon
after the division in 1883, probably in 1884-5. Meetings were held at the
homes of members and at the Baptist church north of New Lexington, continuing until February 26, 1888, when a new frame church, built the preceding year on the site of the present church, was dedicated by Rev. Ed.
Mason. J. M. Tombaugh of the Bear creek charge, preached for this congregation afterward, succeeded by the following ministers: S. H. Bashor, A. A.
Cober, M. Richards, Martin Shiveley, George Copp, Josiah Keim, J. M.
Mackey, C. J. Shock, and J. A. Garber, during whose ministry an addition
was built to the church and the house rededicated in October, 1908, by Dean
J. A. Miller of Ashland College, Ohio. He was succeeded by George Ronk,
Harley Wolford, C. E. Kobb, and, in 1911, Rev. Garber was recalled by this
congregation and has served it since. The state conference of Brethren
churches was held in this church during the last week in March, 1915.
REFORMED.

The first church services of the German Reformed denomination were
held at the members' homes and in the open air, and the first church building
of which we find any account was the log church which stood west of a
graveyard, near the site of the dwelling of John L. Emlet. This was built
in 1816-17, and known as the "Union" church, being used jointly by the
German Reformed and Lutheran denominations, until about 1853, when the
first named, under the pastorate of Rev. John Rike, built a new and substantial church on the site of their present church building, which was erected
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in 1893, under the pastorate of Rev. Reuben Keller. Rev. Thomas Winters
was the first pastor of the Reformed congregation in the old "Union" log
church, and continued to serve it until 1840. Rev. A. Leis succeeded him
for a year, when Rev. John Kercher took up the work for a couple of years,
after which Rev. Thomas Winters returned to their charge for a period of
five years. In 1880 Rev. John Rike began a four-year pastorate, during
which the first brick church in West Alexandria was built. He was succeeded by his brother, Levi Rike, who served two years, and was followed
by Rev. A. C. Kendig, who preached to this congregation until 1891, when
Rev. Harry M. Herman (who died March 10, 1915, at his home in Dayton,
Ohio), became its pastor, serving twenty years. He was succeeded by Reverend Shoemaker, and the latter was followed by Reverend Schulmberger.
Then Rev. H. L. Hart officiated, followed by Reverends Keller, Goeckler and
the present pastor, Reverend Miller. This congregation continues to grow
and, as one of its auxiliaries, the Sunday school is wide awake.
LUTHERAN.

Salem Evangelical Lutheran church, as has already been stated, jointly
occupied the old "Union" log church built in 1816-17, under the pastorate of
Reverends Man, Morgan, Esbich, and Henkle, until 1830, when Rev. Jacob
Gruber was called as its pastor. He served it until about 1848, when Rey.
Andrew Henkle was recalled, serving them until June, 1850, when Rev.
George Baughman took charge and served it for forty years. During his
pastorate, a commodious brick building was built in i860, and the congregation kept pace, there being about three hundred communicant members when
he laid down the work. Rev. E. F. W. Stellhorn, a young minister, fresh
from college, succeeded Reverend Baughman, and, marrying during his
pastorate, the congregation bought the Sheppard residence on the northwest
corner of Main and Oak streets for a parsonage. While he served this
society, efforts were going forward toward the erection of a new church, but
the church at Marion, Ohio, called him to its pastorate before the accomplishment of his plans. It fell to the lot of his successor, Rev. S. Schillinger,
the present incumbent, to carry to completion the building proposition, and
in June, 1906, its people saw it dedicated, one of the finest, if not the finest,
churches in the county.
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METHODIST.

The absence of records compels us to depend upon obtaining facts by
reminiscence. It seems that, in the earlier settlement of West Alexandria,
those of the Methodist faith met for worship in the first school house in the
town, which stood near to its present site, on the opposite side of the street.
At the home of Doctor Gray, in 1841-2, a class of, perhaps, a dozen was
organized by Reverend Davis, which was inc^rrsed, as the result of a revival
held in the summer of 1842. After the fOfina^ion of this class, services
were held in the brick school house, on the sitev6f the present dwelling of
Scott Wilson, on East Second street, and later in the Protestant Methodist
church, just east of the brick school house, which has since disappeared. A
small, one-story brick church building was built about 1850, which was replaced by the present house, in 1878, at a cost of about three thousand dollars.
Rev. R. C. Moon has been serving this congregation the past few years.
CEMETERY.

Fairview cemetery, just south of town, is the property of this village.
It is laid out on a slight knoll, on the west side of the Winchester pike. The
town laid a cement sidewalk from the corporation line to the cemetery gate,
drilled an artesian well, built an arch over the drive-gate and put in a watering trough by the roadside. For the time, about ten years, that it has been
open, it has been beautifully kept.

CHAPTER XXVII.
HARRISON T O W N S H I P .

The history of the formation of this township is given in the chapter on
Organization of the County.
Harrison township presents a variety of soil, the bottom land along the
streams being a rich loam, while in the western part of the township, and the
northeastern part, the land, in an early day, was swampy and has required
drainage. The balance of the township, and the greater portion, may be
described as rolling land. Along the streams there is some broken land, but
as soon as the hills, on either side of the stream, are climbed, the land presents
long slopes of rolling land. The soil generally may be described as clay, but
there are few hillsides that are not cultivated.
There are four principal streams: Twin creek, with its source in Darke
county, flows across the corner of Monroe township and enters Harrison township from the west in section 6, then flows southeasterly, and easterly, but
trending to the south, to nearly east of Euphemia, where it turns and flows
a south course into Twin township, being joined, practically at the bend to
the south, by Millers fork from the north, and Swamp creek from the northeast, both of which latter streams have their sources in Darke county.
Price creek, with its source also in Darke county northwest of Eldorado,
flows southeasterly across section 31, of Harrison township, across Twin
township and into Twin creek. The outcrop of stone along the banks of Twin
creek, and where the small tributaries break down from the higher land to
the creek, from the earliest times have been a source of profit to many people.
Down to within the last fifteen years many quarries furnished building stone
for houses and public work, and from the quarry northwest of Euphemia
much stone was shipped to other counties for such constructions, while there
was a considerable home demand for the stone from all quarries; also south
and east of Lewisburg and northwest of Euphemia were built and operated
large lime kilns that burned great quantities of lime of the very best quality,
which was hauled and shipped to many of the neighboring towns and cities.
This burning of lime for many years furnished a ready market for the wood
cut by the farmers. But times and business changed, and now the lime kilns
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are all blown out; many of the quarries abandoned as quarries, while the larger
ones, notably the ones northwest of Euphemia, have installed large stonecrushing plants, into which the stone is fed, crushed, dumped into waiting cars
and sent out, some to distant cities, for concrete or macadam work and road
construction.
EARLY SETTLEMENT.

The first settler in the township is generally conceded to have been George
Leas, who arrived about 1801 or 1802, and settled near Twin creek, in section 21.
In 1804 the Tillmans located land on Swamp creek, in the eastern part
of the township, and in 1805 Tobias Tillman, with his family, a large one,
came from Tennessee and settled, forming a strong colony. The next year
came Tillman's son-in-law, Alexander McNutt, who settled near Twin creek.
Both men had been soldiers during the Revolution and both left large families,
McNutt having thirteen children in his family. He was elected as the first
surveyor of the county.
About 1804 John Singer came from Virginia. He is said to have walked
in and later settled in section 34.
In 1805 John Locke, from Maryland, settled where Euphemia is now laid
out and later built the mill at the stone-arch bridge over Twin creek. The
same year came Abraham Hapner, from Virginia, and in 1807 Jacob Werts
came from Pennsylvania and settled in section 21.
In 1809 John Aikman came from Pennsylvania and settled in section 23.
Thomas Wilson and John Ott also becoming residents of the township in that
year.
In 1810 Patrick McGriff came from South Carolina and found a home
in section 6.
Jacob Kesler, in 1811, settled about a mile south of Lewisburg.
John Wikle came from Pennsylvania and settled at Lewisburg in 1812.
Henry Horn, born in Germany, in 1815, settled in section 27, and became
the founder of Lewisburg.
In 1816 John Etzler, from Maryland; John Brown, from North Carolina;
William Swisher, from Pennsylvania; Henry Cassell, from Virginia, with
others, now not remembered, settled in the township. Within the next five
to fifteen years John Schlosser, Peter Studybaker, Christian Disher, Daniel
Wolf and Peter Homan became citizens. Christian Disher was the father of
Capt. Mathias Disher, and of Christian Disher who ran a quarry and lime kiln
for many years on the old homestead, in section 35, near Lewisburg.
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About the same time came Andrew Zeller, Elias Bunger, Jesse Smith,
David Hoffman and Samuel Dinwidie. Nearly all of those early settlers left
large families and the names given are among the most common in the township today.
About 1807 Zachariah Hole is said to have settled on Twin creek and in
1809 he built the first mill, later owned by Henry Horn; later yet by Perry
Turner, and now by E. C. Crider, on Twin creek east of Lewisburg. It has
been remodeled several times and is still doing good work.
TROUBLESOME REDSKINS.

In 1812 the Indians began being troublesome and a block house was built
on the northwest quarter of section 11, and a greater or less force was stationed there for some two years, among which were companies from the
central and southern parts of the county, as well as nearly every able-bodied
man in the township. No fighting followed, but scouts were kept out, sometimes going long distances to discover signs of the red man, who, also discovering them, sought other places where danger to himself was less. A transcript
of the discharge given those who served in this home defense is set out in
the chapter on the War Record.
At different times, an Indian sneaking through the woods, tried to shoot
William Myers, and again John Aikman, but in each instance the flint failed
to ignite the powder and the snap caused the white man to seek cover before.a
second effort could be made. It is said that, later, Myers buried an Indian on
his farm, and it may be that he got the drop on the Indian next time, but the
Indian couldn't tell and Myers never would.
At one time an Indian tried to break into the house of Mr. Abbott, on
Miller's fork, and was brained by Abbott. In 1812 Rebecca Sharpe, a girl,
was captured by the Indians and taken north into Darke county, where she was
kept about a year, at the end of which time she was brought back and released.
GRAVES AND GRAVEYARDS.

The cemeteries are five. The Union cemetery was located along the west
line of the township, and in 1871 grew across the line into Monroe township.
The cemetery originally called the United Brethren cemetery, lying just east
of the town, was started by the United Brethren about the year 1835.
The Lewisburg cemetery, located at the northwest corner of Lewisburg,
is the oldest in the township, having been started about the year 1815. Prob-
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ably the first grave dug there was for the burial of Henry Sharpe, a brother
of Rebecca Sharpe, the maiden named above. This burial place is well known
over the county as Lewisburg cemetery. It is frequently stated that a daughter
of Daniel Boone is buried there, but there are no records showing that the
historic character known as Daniel Boone ever had a daughter who migrated
to this county. There was a Daniel Boone, however, a nephew or cousin of
the hunter, who, in an early day, settled about a mile south of Gratis on a
branch, which still is called Boone's branch. He had a number of children,
among them daughters, and it may be that one of his daughters is buried

there.
The Verona cemetery or West Baltimore cemetery is of more recent
origin and is located near the center of section 12. It was laid out in 1871,
by deed record; but it is said there were a number of graves there earlier.
The Tillman cemetery, located in section 3, was laid out in 1831, by John
Tillman, who deeded a half acre of land therefor.
SCHOOLS AND RAILROADS.

The first school in the township is said to have been kept in a building on
section 24, about the year 1810. Soon after this, schools were started in
sections 28 and 22 by the settlers thereabouts. Some forty-five years ago, the
central section of the township got a law passed by the Legislature creating
a special school district, No. 1, of a strip of territory two miles wide across the
middle of the township, east and west, which continued until two years ago,
when the present school "ripper" law was passed. The county school board
is now dividing the township up differently, but until then there were three
school houses in the north third of the township, three in the middle third, and
four in the south third, besides the Lewisburg school, the middle third being
controlled entirely by their own directors.
Three steam railroads touch the township, the Dayton & Western, now a
part of the Pennsylvania Railway system; the Dayton & Union, and the Cincinnati Northern; also the Dayton & Greenville interurban line crosses the
northeast corner of the township. (See Chapter on Railroads.)
In an early day there were the usual number of small distilleries, one
run by Henry Horn, as early as 1811, near Lewisburg.
SONORA.

Sonora is located near the south line of sections 9 and 10, at the point
where the section line is crossed by the Dayton & Western Railroad, and was
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really put on the map by the railroad, which was finished in 1852, and which
established a station at that point to accommodate Lewisburg and Euphemia,
two and one-half miles south, and the town just grew up around the station.
It is not incorporated, but has a population of about two hundred and does
quite a little business. William Leas was the first resident.
A township school house is located at the north side of the town. There
is a United Brethren church, erected in 1861, and rebuilt in 1904 at a cost of
three thousand five hundred dollars, with a membership of ninety, and a
Sunday school of one hundred and twenty-five enrolled, M. I. Comfort, pastor.
The lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows moved to Ithica about
1885. There was a Methodist Episcopal church erected about 1850, arid rebuilt in 1905 at a cost of two thousand, five hundred dollars, but which is not
holding services now. A brass band of seventeen pieces provides music for
the town. A postoffice was established about 1853. One remarkable circumstance is that though there are no doctors in the town, there are nine people
there over eighty years old, all of whom seem healthy. In the town there is
one grain elevator, two grocery and dry goods stores, one coal yard, one
agricultural implement store, two wagonmakers, one blacksmith, one barber
shop and the postoffice. The town is surrounded by a beautiful and fertile
country and topographically is exactly on a level with Eaton.
LEWISBURG AND E U P H E M I A .

Lewisburg and Euphemia are practically one town. A stranger passing
through would not notice that they were not one. Lewisburg, which alone
is incorporated, is situated in four sections, 27, 28, 33 and 34, while Euphemia
is located in section 27, touching the west line of the section. The Cincinnati
Northern Railroad passes through Lewisburg, whence all shipping is done,
and the town is the business center of a large and prosperous community. A
large number of the first settlers of the township located in and around Lewisburg. The village has all the assortment of trades, stores and business usually
found in a live, bustling town of its size. Its business and growth were greatly
retarded for want of a highway until the year 1826, in which year the great
national road was surveyed straight across the country and' cut out, about
1830, passing about a half mile north of what was then Lewisburg. Great
talk was had of its future and John Mumma, who owned the land, conceived
the idea of laying out a town on that great artery of trade, and making Lewisburg move to town. He accordingly laid out Euphemia on the great road,
naming it after his wife, and for a while the project grew and boomed, but
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the railroads came, the great artery became a country road, and the people of
Lewisburg stayed at home. Finally a railroad hit Lewisburg and the village
rivalry ended for good.
The first store opened in Lewisburg is said to have been opened by Cornelius Vanausdal, of Eaton, early in 1816, on the west side of Greenville street
near the center of town, a branch store. The first postoffice was established
about the year 1825, the mail being brought on horseback or in hack from
Dayton for a number of years, until the completion of the Dayton & Western
Railroad, after which it was brought from Sonora, two and one-half miles
north, until the completion of the Cincinnati Northern Railroad.
The early school history of the village seems to have been lost, by reason
of lost records and the death of the old people who knew, who passed on without leaving any written history thereof. But tradition handed down to the
present old people say that at an early day there was a school started in or
near the village. As soon as the school laws gave the school directors power,
they erected a school house in the village, near the cemetery, on North Main
street, which served its purpose well until the year 1908, when bonds were
issued and the present two-story, eight-room brick building was erected on
ample grounds on Greenville street, near the north corporation line, one of the
finest buildings in the county, built at a cost of about twenty thousand dollars,
the campus covering three and one-half acres of land. The school now enrolls
one hundred and seventy-five pupils and Harry Huffman is the superintendent.
During the past sixty years the village has been blessed with some of the
most progressive, wide-awake teachers of the county, the teachers, after all,
being the bulwarks of a good school. A fine building and grounds may be
some help, of course, but what man, in looking back, pauses to describe the
school house? On the other hand, he grows enthusiastic as he describes the
qualities of that teacher who worked him up, and set his thinking-machine
going, making him hungry for knowledge. After all, the live teacher makes
a good school. Among the teachers who have had charge of the schools
at Euphemia and Lewisburg in the past fifty years are: F. M. DeMotte, for
thirty years or more; Lon Disher, M. M. Leiter, Charles S. Bunger and one
or two others whose names are not now remembered. It must be apparent that
the people appreciate a good teacher, when it is remembered that Miss Anna
Woods, the present primary teacher, has been continuously employed as such
for forty years.
For over seventy years there has been a school house at Euphemia. The
primitive building gave way to modern ideas about 1866, at which time a fine
brick school house was erected near the big spring. This eventually developed
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into the township high school, and has for many years rivalled in quality and
importance that of Lewisburg. During the last year it enrolled about one hundred pupils.
T H E CHURCHES.

The early settlers of Lewisburg and Euphemia seem to have been mostly
Lutherans and Reformed German Baptist in their religious predispositions,
the former seeming to predominate. About 1817 the two agreed to erect a
union church and did so, making it a jolly affair, like a log-rolling, with a
big dinner, the combined forces erecting a church thirty-two by thirty-six
feet, of hewed log timbers, so smoothly hewed that ax marks were not seen.
The benches were hewed puncheon. A fireplace was provided, but in winter
it poorly heated the big room. This church was located in the edge of what
is now the Euphemia cemetery. It stood until about the close of the Mexican
War, when each denomination built its own church.
The Salem Evangelical congregation, about 1848, built a church costing
about three thousand dollars, which continued to be used until about 1884.
It then becoming too small and out of date, the present church was erected
at a cost of about six thousand dollars. The members number about four
hundred, with a Sunday school of about three hundred and fifty enrolled.
This congregation built a parsonage about the year 1870. Hiram Peters has
been pastor since 1909.
The First Reformed church was the first to leave the Union church,
named above, the Reformed congregation building their own church about
1855, at a cost of about three thousand dollars, which they rebuilt in 1900,
at a cost of more than twice that amount. This church numbers about one
hundred and thirty members, with a Sunday school of one hundred and
twenty-five enrolled. J. W. Miller has been pastor since 1905.
The Methodist Episcopal church erected a building about the year 1842,
the Methodists previously having held meetings in private houses and in
other buildings, until they felt strong enough to manage their own house.
After that they grew until in 1875 the building became too small and they
rebuilt. In 1899 they erected the present brick church, and it answers well
the purpose. Within three or four years after building the first church the
Methodists started a Sunday school. The church numbers about two hundred and the Sunday school about two hundred. W. C. Moon has been
pastor since 1912.
The United Brethren began their organization in the early thirties and
held meetings at private houses and elsewhere, as best they could, until about
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church costing about six thousand
at a cost of about three thousand
members, with a Sunday school of
W. T. Frank has been pastor since

1912.

The Memorial Evangelical church was organized and the congregation
built a church in Euphemia in 1852. This church proving inadequate, the
congregation purchased land on the west side of Main street in Lewisburg
and in 1893 built the present brick church. It has a membership of about one
hundred, with a Sunday school of about the same number. At present this
flock has no regular pastor.
LODGES AND T H E I R HISTORY.

Lewisburg Lodge No. 571, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, was
organized in 1872. The members rented a lodge room until 1899, in which
year they built a three-story frame building at the southwest corner of
Greenville and Water streets at a cost of six thousand dollars. They rent
the lower story and now are out of debt. This lodge numbers one hundred
and twenty members. In 1882 they organized an encampment lodge, No.
225, which now has eighty-five members. In 1897 they organized Preble
Lodge No. 444, Daughters of Rebekah, which now has one hundred and ten
members. All three lodges use the same building.
Lodge No. 695, Knights of Pythias, was organized in January, 1896,
with forty-two charter members, Albert Douglass being the first chancellor
commander. This lodge rents a room in the Wilson store building. It now
numbers one hundred members.
Twin Valley Grange, No. 657, was organized in 1874, Mathias Disher
being the first master. The lodge soon grew strong and bought a lot on the
west side of Dayton street, between Greenville and Main, on which it erected
a two-story frame building at a cost of about three thousand dollars. This
lodge now has one hundred members.
Libanus Lodge No. 80, Free and Accepted Masons, was chartered in
October, 1845, with the following charter members: William Collins, James
Boleus, W. B. Gray, J. A. Boleus, John C. Werts, A. L P. Varine, Irwin E.
Freeman, Andrew McCampbell and John Singer. For some twenty-years
the Masons rented a room, but in 1866 they purchased a lot and erected their
present building, which since, with repairs and remodelling, has furnished
them a splendid lodge home. The lodge now numbers about eighty members.
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AN IMPORTANT INDUSTRY.

Joseph F. Wilson operated a stone quarry on a large scale at the old
Swisher mill, a mile northwest of Euphemia. In 1907 he sold out to the
Lewisburg Stone Company, capitalized at one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, which put up a large stone-crusher plant, elevator, steam drills
and shovels, with an annual crushing capacity of two thousand cars, crushing
stone for roads and concrete. The company owns its own switch track from
the railroad, over a mile long, and is busy all the time, doing the most extensive business in the county in that line. Joseph Patterson, of Lima, Ohio,
is president, and E. T. Paul is manager.
About 1912 the Interstate Stone Company was formed, with a capital
of forty thousand dollars. This company purchased land one and one-half
miles south of Lewisburg and erected a stone-grinding plant to pulverize, for
agricultural purposes, the limestone found there, the state analysis giving the
quality as ninety-six per cent. The pulverized stone is sown on land and also
used as a fertilizer base. This plant has a daily capacity of one hundred
tons. This company also quarried and shipped two thousand tons of stone
last year to sugar refineries, this being the latest business started in the county. E. T. Paul is president and general manager and J. J. A. Zeller is the
treasurer.
PHYSICIANS.

There have been several physicians in the past who resided at Lewisburg and Euphemia, who had a good practice and enjoyed the confidence of
the community, but who long since have gone over the river to rest on the
farther shore. Among these were: M. Pretzinger, William B. Gray, E. P.
Ebersole, who served as county treasurer, and John C. Fall.
The physicians who are at present in the active practice are W. G. Brown,
P. H. O'Hara and Osa Hoerner, doctors of medicine, and Edmond Coffmam
dentist. I can say all are good men. Of course, it behooves all to speak well
of the doctor, because we may fall into his hands sometime, but it is a pleasure
to do so when we feel it is truthfully said.
PUBLIC SERVICE AND COMMERCE.

On the east side of Greenville street, just south of Dayton street, a large
spring gushes out of the rocks, and in those early days, when transportation
was by teams, quite a little plot of ground around this spring was reserved by

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

399

the town as a place for feeding teams and watering them. In 1899 the town
built a fine town hall and assembly room along the side of the spring at a
cost of fifteen thousand dollars.
In 1912 Lewisburg built a water-works system at a cost of twenty-six
thousand dollars, for which bonds were issued. The water is obtained from
three driven wells in Twin creek bottoms, just east of the town, at a depth of
about sixty feet in gravel, from which the water is pumped to a standpipe
about one hundred and twenty feet high, built on the hill near the west corporation line.
The electric lights, both for street lighting and commercial uses, were installed in 1913 by the company at Greenville, from which city the current is
obtained. A gas-pipe line was put in by the Jantha Lighting Company, natural gas, in 1913, and has about two hundred patrons in the two towns.
The business of the two towns is conducted by the following: One bank,
six groceries, three dry-goods stores, five restaurants, two bakeries, one hardware store, one furniture store, two plumbers, one drug store, two agricultural implement stores, one grain elevator, four tobacco warehouses, two coalyards, one lumber yard, two jewelers, one woodworker, three livery barns,
one garage, one auto repair shop, two hotels, one cement block and vault plant,one saw-mill, two blacksmith shops, three butchers, two undertakers, one monument works, and no lawyers, the people being peaceable.
VERONA.

Verona is the latest incorporated village of the county, it having been incorporated in 1911, with a population of about five hundred. It was originally
called West Baltimore. Verona is situated in both Preble and Montgomery
counties, at the junction of the line between sections 1 and 12 of Harrison
township with the county line, but much the larger part of the village is in
Preble county. The Dayton & Union railroad and the Dayton & Greenville
interurban railroad pass through the village.
Verona is surrounded by. a very fertile country in both counties, and the
business done is quite considerable. The town has one bank, five tobacco warehouses, one grain elevator, six groceries, one lumber yard, one general store,
one hardware store, one grist-mill, one hotel, two restaurants, one plumbing
shop,, one coal yard, one. bakery, one shoemaker, one tinner, one barber, one
machine shop and one woodworking shop. The town, is now engaged in putting in electric lights, both street and commercial, the current being obtained
from the Greenville company. It has been decided to pave Main street, about
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three-fourths of a mile long, with bituminous macadam, the expectation being
to complete the work in 1915. The first mayor of Verona was E. M. McGriff; V. J. Shilt, clerk.
The Werts grist-mill was moved from Pyrmout to Verona in 1864, by
David Werts and two or three others, the people of the community turning
out with wagons and teams to help, so they should have a mill. This mill
is still owned by the son, Perry Werts, and his family, who have had possession since 1890. The mill has a capacity of fifty barrels and has been a
steam mill, but electricity is now being- installed as the motive power. The
mill does good work and is well patronized by the people.
SCHOOLS, C H U R C H E S AND LODGES.

Until 1882 the children of Verona attended the township school, about
one mile west of the village, but in that year the townspeople built a tworoom brick school house. A movement is now being agitated for a larger and
better building, which the town will soon have. The enrollment of the school
the past year has been about one hundred pupils, and V. J. Shilt has been
principal since 1899.
There is but one resident physician in the village, Dr. William I. Christian. Dr. H. Hunter practiced in the village for many years and died there
some twenty years ago.
The United Brethren church organized a society in the town about the
year 1850, holding meetings in the cooper shop. In 1855 the congregation
built a brick church, just east of the county line, on land donated by Peter
Snyder, who was a Baptist. Reverend Downey was pastor. The congregation grew and the building became too small. In 1906 they built the present
brick church, at a cost of about four thousand five hundred dollars, and in
1904 they built a parsonage. The church now numbers about two hundred
and twenty members, with a Sunday school enrolling over three hundred.
M. I. Comfort is the pastor.
The Methodist Episcopal church was organized in 1883, and in the same
year the congregation built a frame church at the west edge of town, on the
east bank of Swamp creek, at a cost of some one thousand six hundred dollars, much of the work being donated by the members. In 1905 the church
was remodeled at about the same cost. When the church started it had twelve
members. Reverend Kalbfuss, pastor. William Frye, who is still living,
started the movement with a petition signed by those of that faith. The church
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now numbers over fifty members, with a Sunday school of one hundred and
twenty-five enrolled. Robert Gilpin has been pastor since 1913.
Lodge No. 544, Knights of Pythias, was organized on February 22,
1892, with twenty-seven charter members, P. D. Werts, first chancellor commander. At first the lodge rented a room over Werts' store, then bought a
half interest in the building, which it later sold, and in 1909 built its own
two-story frame building on the south side of Main street, just east of the
electric railroad, at a cost of about five thousand dollars, renting the lower
story for business purposes. The lodge now has one hundred and eighty
members.
Lodge No. 151, Junior Order of United American Mechanics, was organized in 1902 in Shivadecker's blacksmith shop, with twenty-five charter
members. It rented until 1910, in which year it bought the old Knights of
Pythias hall on Commercial street and remodeled the same to suit, at a cost of
over one thousand dollars. George Shivadecker was the first counsellor.
This lodge now has sixty-five members and meets every Wednesday evening.
Verona Grange No. 1630 was organized with sixteen charter members on
April 1, 1905, the first master being D. E. Hoffman. The grange owns its
own building on East Mill street, costing Over two thousand dollars. It now
numbers one hundred and fifteen members, meeting weekly, Dan Weaver,
master. The granges are doing much good for our agriculturists. To the
writer's knowledge, the displays made by this and sister granges, at our county
fairs for years past, have been the finest ever made in the county by any
parties.

(26)

CHAPTER XXVIII.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS OF INTEREST.

As the time drew near for the century mark for Eaton, our people
talked of holding a centennial, but after discussion, it was decided to make it
a county centennial instead, and July 2, 3 and 4, 1908, were fixed upon as
the time. Committees were appointed, and it was decided to call it the
"Preble County Home Coming." Months before the event, letters were sent
to all known former residents of the county, who had removed to other
states during the past fifty years, inviting them to "come home." When the
time came, the town was decorated as never before or since. Processions
of people' came on every road. Our streets were filled, bands were plentiful,
speeches were made, and the time generally given over to jollity and good
fellowship. Men and women came from as far away as California and Mexico. Judges left the bench and doctors forgot their practice to come home.
It was a common thing to see some committeeman get old friends together
who had been parted so long that faces were forgotten. The weather man
even smiled on the event. So it may be said that when we got to be a hundred years old we had more happy people than ever before, and the pleasure
of its memory will linger longer with our people than any other celebration
ever held in the county.
A MEMORABLE GATHERING.

I presume the most spectacular political campaigns ever waged in this
county were the two Harrison campaigns. The 1840 campaign, with its processions, log cabin raisings and hard cider, struck this county with full force;
a big mass meeting was held in Eaton with a tremendous crowd present; a
procession went to Greenville, and the result was the Whigs swept the county.
In 1888, when Ben Harrison, the grandson of Old Tip, was a candidate, the
campaign managers concluded to duplicate the performance, and they organized what they called a "walkaround." On the day set the weather was
ideal and crowds and delegations began assembling at Eaton. Shortly after
nine o'clock the procession started for Camden, all horses and vehicles profusely decorated and flying the flag. Reaching Camden, they circled the town
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and, joined by other processions, started for West Elkton, where dinner was
had about two o'clock in the afternoon; then north through and around
Gratis and on to West Alexandria, where speaking was held in the evening.
The writer paused on Morning Star hill to get a good look at a procession of flags and bunting, waving over two miles long; and I think its memory will linger longer than that of any procession I ever saw. The result was
the same. The Republicans swept the county. Locally, it will be long remembered.
LOST I N T H E WOODS.

George D. Hendrix used to relate this story, that when his father came
to Eaton on April 2, 1806, he brought with him, at first, a daughter, Julia,
about twelve years old and a younger child whom he placed in a cabin near
the west end of Decatur street, and returned to Camden to bring the balance
of the family next day. In the evening the daughter started for the place
occupied by Mills, now the northwest corner of Main and Beech streets, for
water, and she got lost in the woods. It began getting dark, and she began
to hunt a place to hide, when she heard someone chopping, and heading for
the sound, came to Mill's camp, and he took her back to her cabin. Mr.
Hendrix said that Julia always claimed that, as far as she could tell, her
location wdien she heard the ring of the axe, was about where the court house
square is located.
T H E "UNDERGROUND RAILWAY."

Many stories of the "Underground Railroad" still linger. When it is
remembered that anyone who assisted escaping slaves was proceeded against
in the United States court, and that the penalty inflicted on those caught was
very severe, the costs and fine frequently bankrupting the victim, even if he
escaped the imprisonment which might be added, we, then, can better appreciate the grit and determination of those who voluntarily furnished the
assistance. When they turned over the runaway to the next station, no
explanations or talk, or telling each others names were indulged in; the
black was turned over, and often had disappeared before the conductor got
out of sight; no chances for conversations, which would be given in evidence.
It was business and no questions asked. At West Elkton, one of the most
fearless conductors was Thomas Stubbs, nicknamed "Mill" Tom Stubbs, to
distinguish him. He was a man about medium height, light build, but wiry,
strong, quick, absolutely fearless and very reticent. One winter during the
fifties he hauled eight or nine runaways in a wagon-box on a sled, to a point
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beyond Richmond. They were covered over with quilts, as if hauling dressed
hogs. To all inquiries he replied he was loaded with meat. He reached
Richmond about five o'clock A. M. and in turning a corner struck a rock and
upset the sled, spilling the "meat" out in the snow. He ordered the blacks
to right the sled and get in, and then he covered them again, drove on
through the city and, two miles beyond, delivered the "meat," and came back
to Richmond to feed his team. At another time, while taking one runaway
to Richmond, and they were all taken after night, he drove up the Eaton
and Richmond pike, and about midnight came to a toll-gate, near where the
Campbelltown road strikes the pike; it was closed. Tom knew the keeper
of the toll-gate was a strong supporter of slavery, and he ordered the black
to sit as far back in the buggy as possible. As the gate-keeper came out, he
handed him exact toll to Richmond, and he unlocked the pole and let it up
and then stepped forward, asking "who is with you," trying, in the darkness,
to see the other man, when Tom spit in his face, whipped the horse and was
gone. He came home another way.
At another time, some two miles northwest of Eaton, on a star-lit night,
a man stopped him and tried to see into the buggy. Tom shoved the muzzle
of an old-fashioned pepper-box revolver in the fellow's face, and he jumped
backward and exclaimed, "No, I don't like pepper." Neither did Tom; he
drove on.
At one time, the slave hunters came to West Elkton on the hunt of a
couple of runaway black women from Kentucky. It was during the fall,
and there was an apple party at Richard Randall's, just east of the village,
and about eleven P. M. they were getting ready to go home. The girls
had put on their bonnets and veils, when the slave hunters, headed by a
United States deputy marshal, came into the house, and compelled every girl
to raise her veil, using force on one or two, so they could be sure they were
white. It made every young man present a rank Abolitionist ever afterward.
Near Morning Sun one evening, two or three landed and were put away.
Next morning, a man rode up at great speed and notified the man that a party
was coming that day from Hamilton searching for runaways, when a young
man shouldered his rifle, and with the negroes disappeared in the hills of
Hopewell creek. In about two hours the hunters came with a dog, and he
started on a trail. After going a half mile or more he met the young man
coming back carrying a couple of squirrels; when he saw the dog he surmised
its purpose and promptly shot it, pretending that he was afraid and thought
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it was after him, as he had hunted that way; the squirrels confirmed his story.
The negroes got away.
These stories and many others I have heard related by men who took
part in those troubles, and whose veracity I never heard questioned by friend
or foe.
At the settlement of the county, rattlesnakes were very numerous, and
the early settlers were in constant fear of them, especially for their children.
The snakes were very much more numerous in some localities than in others.
When the settlers began to raise hogs in large numbers the rattlesnakes began
a rapid decrease, because hogs, especially the old woods breed they then had,
are the most deadly foe of the rattlesnakes.
Dr. Christian Sayler, of Gratis, related, that in the early day, the Morningstar hill, just where it starts to break down to the north, was called Rattlesnake hill, because there was a small cave, yet visible, leading back into the
Clinton rock, which was found to be much infested with rattlesnakes. They
seemed to gather there every fall, and spread from there every spring. About
the time of the 1812 War, the citizens set a w-atch one spring when the weather
began to get warm, and when the watch notified them that the snakes were
beginning to make their appearance in numbers, they kept a detail of eight or
ten men there for several days, to hunt the woods around the hill, and watch
the cave. During the time they succeeded in killing over four hundred
rattlesnakes, after which the neighborhood seemed to be much less affected
by the pests. Some of our old men still call it Rattlesnake hill.
As illustrating the homesickness that must have seized some of those
early settlers, Ebenezer Paddack, of Jackson township, some thirty years ago
told the writer the following incident: About 1830, a man of forty years of
age, who resided in Virginia on the eastern slope of the Blue Ridge mountains, moved with his wife and some three or four children to Jackson township and rented a farm; but the great level stretches of land made him lonesome, and within a year he desired to go back, but could not readily find a
buyer for the property accumulated. After three or four years, he made a
public sale, retaining horses and wagon, and it so happened that he found no
bidder for three large camp kettles. He heard that Mr. Paddack desired to
get some kettles, and he walked about a mile next morning to the house to
inquire. A bargain was made; Mr. Paddack counted out the money and paid
him. As he walked from the door he faced the sun and throwing up his
head, he exclaimed, "Old Virginy, I smell you now." He went back.
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AN OX STORY.

George D. Hendrix often told this story; once in presence of the writer,
substantially as follows: That when white men first settled near Eaton,
they found a large ox roaming the woods. He was a majestic animal with
long-spreading horns, and only one eye, and having no known owner. He
was supposed to have belonged to one of the wagon-trains hauling supplies
to Wayne's army, or to the garrison of Fort St. Clair, and to have strayed
away in the woods, and thus lost. He was caught by the early settlers; easily
tamed, and soon became very gentle. Many of the boys would climb on his
back, the front boy guiding the old ox along the trail with a little switch, and
when the house was reached the ox got a bite of the choicest feed the boys
could find. Mr. Hendrix added, that as a boy he had often ridden the ox,
that they all called "One-eyed." He was lent from house to house to help
logging and plowing, and being so large and strong he easily drew his share
of the load, and seemed so perfectly at home, at every and any house, that
he was a general favorite, every settler seeming to feel an ownership. It
was claimed that when he died he must have been some twenty-five years old.
At his death, a large number of those pioneers turned out and buried him on
Garrison branch, as one of them said, "a Christian burial."
About 1810 or 1811, the Indians abducted two little girls in Harrison
township, one named Harper and the other Tharp. The trail was followed
but lost, and no inquiry or search later brought any information, until, some
fifteen or twenty years later, Harper learned that a white woman was with
the Indians at Kaskaskia, Illinois, and supposed to have been taken from this
county. He went there and, through an interpreter, established her identity
as his daughter, but so thoroughly had her habits as an Indian become fixed
that she refused to talk to her father and he returned home alone.
Some twenty-five years after the abduction, Mr. Tharp was informed by
an Indian trader that a white woman was the wife of a Miami chief called
Captain Dixon, near Marion, Indiana. Mr. Tharp went to the house of
William E. Hendricks, a nephew of Colonel Hendricks, who lived near there
and knew them. A meeting was arranged with the woman, who turned out
to be his daughter. All his efforts to induce her to return were unavailing,
she saying that she was too old to form new habits and that she would be
ridiculed among the whites. Mr. Tharp came home alone. Captain Dixon
was a drunken character who, some four or five years later, came home drunk,

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

407

with a second wife and abused his white wife for objecting. The latter went
to the Mississinewa river and drowned herself.
It is related of Henry Kesling, who settled just north of West Alexandria,
about 1804-5, that about a year after he located he went into the woods to
hunt a hickory pole to hoop a sugar-water tub, and saw one that he thought
suitable growing just over a big log. He stepped over the log to cut it,
when a black bear that was behind the log, surprised, no doubt, by his sudden
coming, rose up on its hind feet, only four or five feet away, with a "woof,"
and of course, Kesling was surprised, too. With the instinct of self-preservation, and without a thought of where to strike, he swung the axe, and, striking as hard as he could at the bear, was fortunate in hitting it in a vital spot,
when it fell dead at his feet. He dressed it and the family had bear meat
for dinner; but he never hunted bear that way again.
A TALE OF A TURKEY.

James V. Acton came to Eaton from Virginia, about 1834. He was a
lover of the rifle, and, of course, loved hunting. As illustrating the changes
made, he related to the writer that, about a year after he came, while huntingone evening, he saw a flock of wild turkeys going to roost in the woods about
the west line of Fred Earhardt's gardens and marked in memory the location.
The next morning, before day, he quietly made his way to the location and,
as daylight sifted down, he saw a turkey on the top of a tall oak, and as soon
as he could sight his gun, he shot. The turkey flew to the southwest, but
slowly descended. He was sure he had struck the bird and followed down
the course, carefully searching for the turkey which he believed had only
flown until life was gone. In the line was a cabin about three squares north
of the depot, and while looking around the cleared patch of ground, the
owner of the cabin came out and asked him what he hunted. He told of
shooting the turkey and its flight; the fellow said, "I have your turkey," and
went into the cabin and brought it forth. He had been making a fire in the
fireplace, which contained an old-fashioned, wide chimney, when the turkey
came tumbling down the chimney into the ashes. It had tried to alight on
the chimney, when death overtook it. Uncle James took his turkey, but said
that fellow had a number of turkey dinners later, and they became life-long
friends. Every one who knew Mr. Acton will credit his story.
Henry Paddack, in the spring of 1806, settled on section 29 of Jackson
township. His son Ebenezer Paddack, born in 1801, related to the writer in
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1885, the story of a journey taken by him in 1808 with his father, as illustrating the traveling in those early days. His father planned to go to mill at the
Bruce mill at Eaton, the boy begging hard to go along, and consent was
given. Next morning he yvas called early, and at daylight they set out with
two horses and a big wagon with two or three sacks of grain, and picked
their way along the trail through the big woods, reaching the mill about 9
A. M. The horses were fed in the rear end of the wagon, while the father
and son ate the lunch brought along, and waited for the grist, which was
ready about three or four P. M. They immediately started on the return
journey and got home just after dark, and the boy went to sleep at the supper
table. It was nine miles only, but he said he had traveled many hundred
miles since, in many kinds of conveyances, but no journey had left so deep
an impression on his mind as that long one through the woods to the mill and
back. I have known the round trip covered in the last year in less than forty
minutes by automobile.
In the history of Preble county, the reader cannot but notice how liberal
the early settlers were towards the religious bias of their neighbors, in fact,
generally building Union or public churches in which every denomination
could worship, when it was not otherwise in use. As illustrating the sentiment then prevailing, I give the following verse given me by George H.
Kelly, who received it from his father, who had often heard it sung in the
old public church in Eaton, in those early days. If the poetry be not classic,
the sentiment certainly is:
"My brethren, I have found a land,
That doth abound with food as sweet as manna,
The more I eat, I find,
The more I am inclined
To sing and shout Hosannah.
I care not for your name,
Religion is the same,
We all can meet together,
And as we pass along,
We'll sing a Christian song,
We hope to live forever."

]
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T H E COURSE OF A STREAM.

As illustrating the changes that nature is making, the following, related
by Mr. A. L. Reid, who is well known over the county, and who was born
and reared on the banks of the stream, is worth recording. Where Little
creek crosses from section 15 into section 16, Jefferson township, it originally
swung west around the hill through the farm now owned by Mr. Bragg, and
after passing around the hill it flowed back into its present bed just north
of the hill at the south ford. The old bed can now be plainly traced by the
sand and gravel channel through the fields. Before the advent of white men,
of course, the flow of the stream was much obstructed by fallen timber. The
Indians related that beavers had built a dam near the hill, and the bank or
low hill on the west extended east and joined the hill or ridge east of the
creek. In this bank many muskrats burrowed and made their houses, probably for many years. Finally, just before white men came, the Indians related that a great flood prevailed all over this part of the county, probably the
big flood of 1789, and the water seeped through the burrowed bank, and
finally washed a hole through. Then the whole stream took the short cut and
has now washed out a channel some eight feet below the former bed and,
attacking the hill from the other side, washed it back some three hundred
feet, leaving a sheer bluff some thirty feet high, where once the road ran
over the hill. The early settlers related the story of the break to Mr. Reid's
father, but the stream has washed the hill back at least one hundred and fifty
feet within the memory of men yet living in the vicinity.
It is related that when the Bruce mill at Eaton was rebuilt, in 1810, into
a three-story mill, the workmen hesitated about climbing to that dizzy height,
overlooking the water, to place the rafters. The carpenter's wife nimbly
climbed the ladders and walked around on the plates as though on the ground,
then pulled a bottle of whisky out of her pocket, held it up and announced
that any one who wished a drink, had to come up after it, and some half
dozen went up. This story shows that woman and whisky could coax men
into the most dangerous places in the days of those early pioneers, and they
left many descendants who still dwell amongst us.
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STATISTICS.
POPULATION AT EACH CENSUS.
Year.

Preble Countv.

Ohio.

1800

45.365

1810

230,760

1820

581,295

1830

937,903

1840

1,519.467

1850

1,980,329

3-304
10,237
16,291
19-482

i860

2,339,511

21,736
21,820

1870

2,665,260

21,809

1880

3,198,062

1890

3.672.316

24-533
23,421

1900

4.157.545

1910

4.767,121

23vi3
23.834

POPULATION OP COUNTY. AS GIVEN BY STATE REPORTS OF UNITED STATES
CENSUS. THE POPULATION OF TOWNSHIPS INCLUDES VILLAGES THEREIN.
Townships and Villages—
Israel
College Corner (in county)
Dixon
Jackson
Jefferson
New Paris
Somers
Camden
Gasi>er
Washington
Eaton
Monroe
Eldorado
West Manchester Est.
Gratis
.___
West Elkton
Gratis Village
Lanier
Twin
West Alexandria—All
Harrison
Lewisburg
Verona, Est. in County
Total County

1S20
S3S

ISM
1,547

1S00
1,031

1880
1,709

ls'.xi
1.580

S41
615
S70

1,290
1.200
2,104

1,213
1,578
1.S42

1,101
1.290
2,244

1.171

1.820

2,001

2.172

1.038
1.213
2,009
S42
1.809
846
729
4.500
2.934
2,007
305

1900
1,440
188
978
1,255
1,910
790
1,823
905
094
4.875
3,155
1.7S1
358

2.011
210
389
1,824
1.S35
575
2.020
480

1,941
215
375
1,919
1.929
740
2,778
500

23.421

23,713

1,502
255
303

830
2.459

901
3,100

S05
3.901

1,170

1.807

1.823

1,000

1,031

2,130

2,150

_
1,096
805

1,618
1,075

1,738
1.S90

1,916
1,965

815

1,706

2,217

2,0S5

10,237

19.4S2

21.S20

24,533

1910
1,401
198
942
1,157
1.940
S70
1,839
S99
732
4.913
3.187
1.741
321
450
1,792
230
410
2,075
1.998
1,030
2,S53
672
400
23.S34

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

411

T A X D U P L I C A T E V A L U E S F O R 1914.

•3 >»
C ~
o s
t. o
c tfc p.

a! i?
OS

Township.

O
oa
t.

«
d
o

OH

&

Village.

ci a

Israel
22,880 $ 1,846,140 $ 76.72 $ 502,760 College C o r n e r . ? 120,760 $ 100,630
583,670 New P a r i s
403,870
409,!)10
Dixon
22,570
1,889,760 81.78
489,460
405,520
Jackson
21,570
1,913,600 84.68 1,076,930 Camden
2,754,910 1,681,400
Jefferson
22,095
1,610,680 71.76 1,118,730 E a t o n
660,680 Eldorado
151,460
180,100
Somers
22,279
1,470,390 64.36
510,610 W. M a n c h e s t e r 204,600
258,440
Gasper
14,883
840,580 55.85
79,770
34,650
W a s h i n g t o n .__ 28,032
2,374,120 S3.95 1,023,630 West E l k t o n —
114,860
46,190
Monroe
22,054
2,029,870 91.15 1,022,600 G r a t i s Village472,290 W. A l e x a n d r i a .
774,690
4S6,560
Gratis
23,166
1,621,640 69.64
7S1.060 L e w i s b u r g
532,680
376,910
Lanier
22,837
2,005,560 86.33
827,610 Verona
121,720
178,230
Twin
22,032
1,884,250 82.97
Harrison
22,347
2,171,410 91.08 1,087,380
Totals

266,695 $21,679,190

$5,848,780 $4,158,540

$9,668,050

G r a n d total, $41,354,560, a n d 1,783 dogs. Total t a x levy for 1914, $888,811.02.
A v e r a g e value per a c r e for county, $79,05.
S t a t e 25, 180,416 a c r e s ; a v e r a g e value, $63.78.
CROPS R A I S E D AND STOCK OWNED IN 1913, AS R E T U R N E D BY ASSESSORS.

oa

Township.
Israel
Dixon
Jackson
Jefferson
Somers
Gasper
Washington
Monroe
Gratis
Lanier
Twin
Harrison

§

to

I I

j

!

o g

g &

H &

236,670
328,460
282,100
173,106
143,590
132,355
295,480
236,335
141,760
213,191
183,325
151,365

50,456
78,400
66,300
34,176
49,594
45,152
74,583
58,771
56,953
78,449
63,220
43,216

rfJS

.to

4,200
25,200
73,100
56,440
29,000
86,240
456,370
393,316
288,100
698,532
720,830
554,400

m *"

••

u

Sf

I I

rfg

X a

a a

X c

873
883
651
828
573
576
1,433
1,218
890
975
1,098
1,393

1,439
1,417
1,103
1,323
1,337
912
1,895
1,634
1,256
1,378
1,831
1,689

5,579
6,870
4,946
3,406
3,144
3,072
6,206
4,365
3,485
4,227
3,695 .
4,221

C

| !
< a
31
54
40
50
33
18
152
67
43
74
49
65

Totals
2,517,737
699,270
3,385,728
11,328
17,214
53,223
676
To w h i c h m u s t be added 1,084 m u l e s . Oats, 210,826 b u s h e l s . B u t t e r , 649,680 p o u n d s .
E g g s , 758,095 d o z e n ; 19,000 t o n s of h a y ; sheep, 5,296; w h i l e in 1880 s h e e p w e r e 13,428.
I n 1906 tobacco, 8,310,000 p o u n d s . I n 1911, 6,866,610 p o u n d s . Automobiles, J a n u a r y 1,
1915, 1,143

BIOGRAPHICAL
GOV. ANDREW LJNTNER HARRIS.
Of all the living citizens of Preble county, the best known throughout
the country is former Governor Andrew Lintner Harris, a distinguished
soldier of the Civil War, a widely-known and able member of the Ohio General Assembly, lieutenant-governor several terms, a member of President
McKinley's industrial commission and finally head of the Ohio state government. Governor Harris always has been one of the most beloved men,
not only in the county of his origin and where he now lives, but throughout
the state and nation where he is so well known. His life has been full of
public service and he may now enjoy the reflection and self contemplation
of a career that has been well spent. Governor Harris's life has been successful in a large degree, but he has never won success that he did not first
richly deserve.
Governor Harris was born in Milford township, Butler county, Ohio,
November 17, 1835, the son of Benjamin and Nancy (Lintner) Harris,
both natives of Ohio, who were the parents of seven children, Andrew
Lintner, Margaret Ann, who was the wife of Robert Brasier and who died
in 1867; Eliza Jane, deceased, who was the wife of Levin T. Murray, and
four who died in infancy, Joseph, Margaret Ann, Marietta and Elizabeth.
Benjamin Harris was born in Cincinnati but moved to Butler county
with his parents about 1814 and there grew to manhood and married. In
early life he was a school teacher and later a farmer. In 1838 he moved
to Preble county and settled in Dixon township, where he purchased one
hundred and sixty acres of land and reared his family. He died there in
1872 at the age of sixty-nine. His wife died in 1891. Both were reared
as Presbyterians. Benjamin Harris held several minor township offices
and was a member of the school board. He wrote with a quill pen and
was a beautiful penman, often being called upon to do writing for others.
He was a man of more than ordinary intelligence and had the faculty of
fine composition. He was a rheumatic invalid and suffered with this affliction for many years.
The paternal grandparents of Governor Harris were Joseph and Jane
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(Kirkpatrick) Harris. Joseph Harris was a native of County Antrim,
Ireland, and married Miss Kirkpatrick in Cincinnati in 1802, she also being
of Irish descent. They were pioneers in Butler county, Ohio, where they
spent their last days. Joseph Harris was a salesman in young manhood
and later a farmer. He was married three times, his first wife being Jane
Kirkpatrick, to which union were born three sons and one daughter, Benjamin, Robert, Esther and Thomas. His second wife was Rachel Hornaday
and to that union three children were born, John, Joel and Rachel. His
third wife was Nancy Logan and by that marriage there were four children,
William, Joseph, Harvey and Jane.
The maternal grandparents of Governor Harris were Andrew and
Rachel (Lytle) Lintner, the former being of German and the latter of
Irish descent. They were married in Butler county, but moved to Preble
county in the early thirties. Andrew Lintner was a farmer and lived in
Dixon township near a little village called Sugar Valley. To this couple
were born eight children, Sarah, Nancy, Robert, Thomas, Margaret, James,
William and Loretta. Both Andrew Lintner and his wife died in the year
1845, both then being past middle age.
Andrew L. Harris was about three years old when he came with his
parents to Preble county. He grew to manhood on his father's farm, attending the country schools. He later attended Miami University at Oxford, Ohio, from which institution he was graduated in i860 with the degree of Bachelor of Science. He read law in i860 and 1861 for self improvement. He then began preparing for spring work on the farm, when
the three months' call was made by President Lincoln for soldiers in the
Civil War. The call was made on the 15th of April, and Governor
Harris enlisted on the 16th. The company was accepted on the 17th,
this company being Company C, Twentieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Mr.
Harris served four months, being mustered out on August 18, by expiration of his term of service. He had entered as a second lieutenant and was
promoted to captain in the sendee. As soon as he could adjust his business
affairs, Captain Harris took a commission to recruit another company and
speedily recruited Company C, Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and
but he served until January 15, 1865. On January 12, 1863, Captain Harris
was promoted to the rank of major. In the terrible struggle at Chancellorsville, his regiment did gallant service. Col. Robert Riley was killed, and
as a consequence of his death Major Harris was promoted to the head of
his regiment May 3, 1863. On July 1, 1863, at the battle of Gettysburg,
Colonel Harris had command of the Second Brigade of the First Division
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of the Eleventh Corps and distinguished himself and commanded in a daring charge. His command was under hot fire for three days and was the
first to enter Gettysburg after the battle. The Seventy-fifth Regiment lost
heavily and its colonel was badly wounded. On August 18, the Ohio
Brigade was placed in the trenches of Morris Island and there remained
until the fall of Forts Wagner and Gregg on September 7. On the night
of September 6, 1863, Colonel Harris, with nine hundred selected men,
was detailed to make the assault on the sea front with instructions to march
against the works at daybreak, but the enemy observing the operations,
abandoned the fort. In February, 1864, Colonel Harris, with his regiment,
was sent to Jacksonville, Florida, where the regiment was mounted, thereafter doing gallant cavalry service until mustered out.
In May, 1864, Colonel Harris went to the headwaters of the St. John
and Kissimme rivers and destroyed a large amount of cotton, salt and other
Confederate stores. He also captured five thousand head of beef cattle,
and all this was accomplished without the loss of a single man. On
August 14, 1864, Colonel Harris was sent by General Hatch on an .expedition to the rear of the enemy with only two hundred men. It was an imprudent expedition, but Colonel Harris obeyed orders and took a few
prisoners. He was met by a large force and was compelled to ride night
and day to keep out of the hands of the enemy. On August 17, he halted
at Gainsville to rest, supposing himself to be temporarily secure, but was
soon attacked by fourteen hundred men. As a retreat was out of the question, he had to either cut his way out or surrender. The odds were seven to
one, but desperate as was the chance, Colonel Harris succeeded in getting
away with one half of his little band. Colonel Harris was a brave, fearless
and gallant officer. He took every precaution to save his men, yet when
duty called he never faltered, and again and again he was in the thickest
of the fight, where his own valor and daring inspired and encouraged his
followers. He was mustered out of service as colonel of the Seventy-fifth
Ohio on January 15, 1865, and on March 13, 1865, was breveted brigadiergeneral for gallant conduct on the field of battle. General Harris participated
in many battles of the war, and in all the battles of his regiment except the
battle of Cross Keys, Virginia. Among the battles in which he was engaged
were McDowell, Virginia, on May 8, 1863, the second battle of Bull Run,
the battle of Chancellorsville, the battle of Gettysburg, the siege of Fort
Wagner, South Carolina, and others. He was wounded at the battle of
McDowell and was permanently disabled. He also was wounded at the battle of Gettysburg.
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After the war had ended, General Harris returned to his farm in Preble
county. The wounds he had received disabled him from manual labor and
he continued preparing for the bar, having been admitted to practice by the
district court of the county in 1865. He was an active member of the
legal profession until 1875 and won distinction as a leading member of the
Preble county bar. He was connected with much important litigation and
displayed marked ability in handling intricate problems in jurisprudence.
General Harris was elected to the state Senate in the fall of 1865 to represent Perble and Montgomery counties in the fifty-seventh General Assembly. He served two years in this capacity and later served in the House
of Representatives in the sixty-seventh and sixty-eight General Assemblies.
During his service in the Legislature he served on some of the most important committees in both branches. His painstaking investigation and mature
judgment made him a valuable member of the Legislature. He labored
earnestly in support of every movement and measure which he believed
would prove of public benefit and the results have proved the wisdom of
his acts.
General Harris continued his law practice in partnership with Robert
Miller until 1876 when, having been elected to the office of probate judge
of Preble county, the partnership was dissolved in order that he might
enter upon his judicial duties. In 1878 he was re-elected and proved a
faithful and capable judge. In 1891 General Harris became the choice,of
the Republican state convention for lieutenant-governor of Ohio and ran
on the ticket with William McKinley. He was re-elected in 1893. Governor Harris has always possessed the statesman's grasp of public affairs
and his political actions are the result of earnest investigation and careful
study. He has given much attention to the labor situation, and there are
probably few men in the country better informed on industrial conditions
than he. His efficiency was recognized by President McKinley, who appointed him as a member of the industrial commission, in September, 1898.
This commission made an extensive and exhaustive investigation of labor
and industrial questions and the report is considered to be one of the most
important government documents ever issued. The commission was composed of five senators, five representatives and nine members at large appointed by the President. It was organized after the plan of the British royal
commission and its report v/as based upon inquiries and investigations made
into many subjects, agriculture, transportation, labor, immigration and general business matters. The work of this commission is now being repeated
by the new industrial relation commission. The statistics gathered by the
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industrial commission on conditions of labor, wages and method of payment, crop-sharing, partnership, tenantry, immigration and education have
been of inestimable value to the new industrial relation commission in the
investigation it is now making. Governor Harris was at the head of the
commission on agriculture and agricultural labor. President McKinley well
understood his ability when he was appointed a member of the commission, as throughout his life he had been identified with farming interests.
Today he is the owner of considerable valuable land in Preble county,
which is cultivated under his immediate supervision.
Governor Harris has been a stanch Republican since casting his first
presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln in i860. He is particularly able to
uphold his political position by intensive intelligence and comprehensive argument. He retains his interest in military affairs through his connection
with the Grand Army of the Republic and the Loyal Legion. He is a cultivated, polished gentleman whose position in life is due no less to his marked
social qualities and admirable personal characteristics than to his learning
and ability. He has long been a leader in thought and action in the political
life of his state, and while he has enjoyed honors and triumphs in his public career, he has in private life gained that warm personal regard which
arises from true nobility of character, deference to the opinions of others,
kindness and congeniality. He has inscribed his name high on the roll of
fame, yet is a very approachable, cordial gentleman.
In 1905 Governor Harris was elected lieutenant-governor for the third
time. In that year Governor Herrick was defeated and Governor Patterson was elected. Governor Patterson died in June, 1906, and LieutenantGovernor Harris became the governor, serving out that term. He received
the nomination for governor in 1908 by acclamation, having no opposition,
but was not elected. He was too strong a temperance advocate that year.
Governor Harris was married October 17, 1865, to Caroline Conger,
the daughter of Eli and Lucinda (McWhinney) Conger, and to this union
was born one son, Walter C, who was graduated from the academic department of the Miami University and who also took an electrical course in Ohio
State University at Columbus, Ohio. Walter C. Harris was employed as an
electrician at the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893, and
now has charge of the photographic division of the art department of the
New York World. He married Ethel Sherman.
Governor Harris's wife was born in Jackson township, Preble county,
Ohio, in 1840. Her parents were both born and reared in Preble county
(27)
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and both died in Eaton, her father in 1902, and her mother in 1887 at the
age of 66 years. They had four children, Caroline, James H., Elizabeth
and Newton, the latter of whom died in infancy. Eli Conger was a farmer
and a man of wide influence in the community in which his whole life was
spent.
The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Harris were Josiah Conger and
wife, natives of Ohio. The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Harris were
William McWhinney and wife, natives of Ohio, who were the parents of
five children, James, Thomas, Samuel, Lucinda and Newton.
Concerning Governor Harris, the biographer writing in the "History of
Preble County," printed in 1900, wrote: "He holds distinct precedence
as an eminent lawyer and statesman, as a man of high scholarly attainments, a valiant and patriotic soldier, and his knowledge of the industrial
interests is scarcely equaled throughout the length of the land. In every relation of life he has borne himself with such dignity and honor as to gain
the respect of all. He has been and is distinctly a man of affairs and one
who has wielded a wide influence. A strong mentality, invincible courage
and a most determined individuality have so entered into his life as to
render him a natural leader of men and a director of opinion. Prominent
in the affairs of state and nation, his influence and reputation are by no
means limited to the confines of his native state, and yet no history of
Preble county would be complete without the record of his career,' for it is
here that he has spent almost his entire life. While respected and honored
throughout Ohio and in Washington, where he is well known, he has in
Preble county the warm friendship of those with whom he has had connection, and no man is more widely known in the county than he."

CAPT. GEORGE H. KELLY.
No citizen of Preble county, perhaps, occupies a more prominent position
in the community life of the county than Capt. George H. Kelly, nor does
Preble county have any more worthy citizen than he. Descended from a long
line of illustrious forefathers, from men who fought bravely in the earliest
war of this country, Captain Kelly has acquitted himself as becomes one in
whose veins flows the blood of Revolutionary heroes. Captain Kelly is the
type of the true patriot, and with the help of his good wife, who is descended
from equally patriotic stock of Revolutionary days, he has maintained in
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the county where he lives the nobility of a name of which he can be justly
proud.
Capt. George H. Kelly was born just west of Eaton, Ohio, on a farm in
Washington township, on the Eaton and Boston turnpike, July 2, 1849, tl l e
son of Matthew B. and Nancy (Stephens) Kelly, the former a native of Butler county, Ohio, and the latter of Campbell county, Kentucky. He was one
of nine children born to his parents: Sarah Hester, who was the wife of
Thomas J. Winters; Jacob Clinton; Jeremiah Dayton; Nancy Margaret, who
was the wife of John Dean Campbell, of Dayton, Ohio; Francis Matthew;
George H.; Mary Amanda, who was the wife of Robert D. White, and two
who died in childhood, Malinda D. and James T. George H. is the only one
of this family now living. Malinda was the first-born child.
Matthew B. Kelly, the father of George H., was born February 19, 1810,
in Butler county, Ohio, and was always a farmer. He came to Preble county
in an early day, and in 1828 entered land in section 3, Dixon township, and
partially cleared and improved that farm, which he traded for a farm of two
hundred acres in Washington township, near Eaton, where his family was
reared, and here his death occurred August 24, 1869, at the age of fiftynine years, five months and twenty-seven days. His wife, who was the mother
of George H. Kelly, and who was born in Campbell county, Kentucky, died
September 15, 1875, at the age of sixty-three years, six months and eleven
days. Matthew B. Kelly and his wife were Old School Baptists. He belonged to the early-day militia of Ohio, and was a lieutenant-colonel. He was
a member of the board of education and a member of the commission which
constructed the Eaton & Boston turnpike. In the early pioneer days he hauled
the produce of Preble county to the nearest market, then many miles away,
and returned with dry goods and groceries.
The paternal grandparents of George H. Kelly were Joseph L. and
Keziah (Blackford) Kelly. Joseph L. Kelly was born in Scotland and came
to America and first settled in Connecticut. Later he moved to Virginia,
where he joined the Continental army under General Washington, serving
with distinction in the War for Independence. After the close of that war
he came west to the present site of Cincinnati, Ohio, there then being only
two cabins there. He built the third cabin in Cincinnati, and lived there five
years, following various lines of activity. He was married in Cincinnati, and
moved from that place to near Posttown, Butler county, Ohio, where he took
up three hundred and twenty acres of land and partly cleared the same. He
sold this tract and took up a new claim near Jacksonburg, on Killbuck creek,
where he spent the remainder of his life, his death occurring at the age of
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ninety-seven. His widow, who survived him about two years, also passed
away at the age of ninety-seven. They were the parents of fifteen children:
Ambrose D., Nathan R., Matthew D., George N., Joseph L., Jr., Margaret,
Phoebe, Keziah, Rachel, Hannah, Sarah, Elizabeth, Mary, Naomi and Nancy.
The maternal grandparents of George H. Kelly were James S. and
Nancy S. (Shaw) Stephens, natives of Virginia and pioneers in Campbell
county, Kentucky. They were tillers of the soil and died, well advanced in
years, on the land they entered from the government. They were the parents of seven children: Sallie, James, Jerry, Thomas, George W., Nancy S.
and Frank.
George H. Kelly was reared in Washington township and attended the
country school located on his father's farm. He lived at home until he reached
his majority and then engaged in the grocery business in Eaton with his father-in-law, John Rhea, the firm name being Rhea & Kelly. This partnership
continued for ten and one-half years, when Mr. Kelly entered the service of
the government, in the internal revenue department, and was United States
storekeeper of distilleries and auditor of gaugers' accounts for five and onehalf years, at the end of which time he resigned and came home and engaged
in the insurance business, in which line he has since continued.
Captain Kelly was married December 24, 1871, to Emma Rhea, the
daughter of John and Mary P. (Day) Rhea, who was born in Indianapolis,
Indiana, November 10, 1852, on the "governor's circle," where the soldiers'
and sailors' monument now stands. Her parents, John and Mary P. (Day)
Rhea, were natives of Preble county, Ohio. John Rhea was born March 19,
1827, and died December 11, 1901. His wife was born in 1838, and died
August 17, 1909. Mr. and Mrs. Rhea were married October 11, 1849, a n a
to their union two children were born, Mrs. George H. Kelly and Frank
Foster Rhea, the latter of whom was born May 5, 1856. John Rhea and wife
are buried in Mound Hill cemetery, at Eaton, Ohio.
John Rhea was a son of James and Mary (Gray) Rhea, the former born
in Kentucky in 1800 and the latter in Blount county, Tennessee, in 1801, who
were married October 10, 1821. James Rhea died in Preble county, Ohio, in
1862, his widow surviving him until October 15, 1879. They were the parents of ten children: Ann, born June 15, 1822, and a twin, who died; Alexander, born April 27, 1824; John, born March 19, 1827; Jehu, born October
16, 1827; Elizabeth, born April 15, 1832; George Washington and Nancy,
twins, born September 17, 1834, and Mary, born May 29, 1838, also one of
twins, the other having died. James Rhea was a son of Robert and Elizabeth
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Rhea and his wife, Mary (Gray) Rhea, was a daughter of Major William
and Ann Gray.
Maj. William Gray was born in Pennsylvania in 1755. He was the
grandfather of Mrs. George H. Kelly, and was a captain of a company of
cavalry in the army of Gen. Francis Marion, of Revolutionary fame. After
several years of service, he held the distinguished post of major on the staff
of Gen. George Washington. After the close of the War for Independence
he married in Tennessee, and later moved to Ohio and settled in Dixon township, in this county, where his death occurred March 8, 1849, at the advanced age of ninety-four. His wife, Ann Gray, died December, 1854, at
the age of ninety-five. Maj. William Gray and his wife are buried on the
farm which is now owned by Ohio's famous war colonel and ex-governor,
A. L. Harris.
Airs. Kelly's mother, Mary (Day) Rhea, was the daughter of Nicholas
P. and Lucinda (Spacht) Day. Nicholas P. Day, who was a son of John
and Providence Day, was born in 1803, a n d died, on May 24, 1853, at the
age of fifty. His wife was the daughter of John and Barbara Spacht, and
was born in Eaton, November 8, 1809. Nicholas P. Day and Lucinda Spacht
were married March 29, 1827. Mrs. Day died on May 4, 1870, at the age of
sixty-one. They were the parents of ten children, as follows: John Wesley,
born April 28, 1828;.Harvey Theodore, born June 3, 1830; Mary Philura,
born August 31, 1831; Robert Daniel Webster, born May 3, 1834; Celia
Jane, born June 29, 1836; Alzina Josephine, born July 4, 1838: Clay Isaac,
born May 4, 1841; Emily Elizabeth, born December 23, 1843; Samuel Marion, born October 13, 1846, and Marks Kitely, born August 23, 1849. Nicholas Day and wife are both buried in the Mound Hill cemetery at Eaton, Ohio.
Capt. and Mrs. George H. Kelly are faithful and earnest members of
the Presbyterian church, and Captain Kelly is president of the official board
and one of the deacons of the congregation to which he is attached. Fraternally, Captain Kelly belongs to Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted
Masons, and to Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Mrs. Kelly has been a member of the Daughters of Rebekah since July 9,
1883, and has held membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution since October 4, 1894.
Captain Kelly is a Republican and served on the board of public affairs
for twelve years, and also served as mayor of Eaton for two years, 1912 and
1913. He has made a splendid record in every official position he has been
called upon to fill. He was a member of the Ohio national guard five and onehalf years, having been elected second lieutenant February 11, 1902. He was
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promoted to first lieutenant in the field by Governor Nash, July 15, 1902, and
was commissioned captain on December 6, 1904. This commission was issued
for life. He was one of the members of the board that built the old armory
in Eaton. Captain Kelly is a stockholder and director in the Preble County
National Bank.
Captain Kelly is now head of the firm of Kelly, Kline & Swihart, which
deals in insurance of all kinds. The firm has enjoyed an unusual degree of
prosperity, and is ranked among the most substantial and solid firms of the
county.

HON. FELIX M. MARSH.
What a debt a civic community owes to the honorable profession of the
law. When the conscientious practitioner at the bar comes to his profession
bearing in his consciousness the best traditions of the bar as a guide to his
conduct, a literal lamp to his feet; and particularly when he comes to that
practice with the glowing memories of a brilliant inheritance of honorable
practice on the part of the generation just preceding him as an inspiration
to the performance of better deeds and a more useful service to his community, then we have a combination that rightly enough must redound to
the public good, a veritable stay and support to the public weal. With such
an honorable ancestry behind him and with the memories of the service of
his distinguished father ever an inspiration to public sendee, it is not difficult to discern the mainsprings in the life of the Hon. Felix M. Marsh,
mayor of Camden, Ohio, and one of the most brilliant and successful lawyers in Preble county, which have urged him on ever to higher things until,
by natural and logical stages, he has reached his present eminence in the
civic, moral and social life of the community in which he so long has performed such distinctive service for the benefit of his fellowmen. The lessons of the past are the guiding rules of the future and it is but proper, in
a historical and biographical work of this character, that a brief, though
modest, resume of the career of the gentleman whose name forms the caption of this biographical sketch should here be presented, not only for the
intrinsic interest of the same, but as a matter of inspiration to the youth of
coming generations whose aspirations may prompt them to the performance
of equal public service.
The Hon. Felix M. Marsh, mayor of Camden, Ohio, was born in the
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town of Eaton, Ohio, May 15, 1843, the son of Felix and Rachael (Bloomfield) Marsh, the former of whom was born on a farm near Camden. New
Jersey, and the latter of whom was born in Preble county, Ohio, on a farm
three miles west of Eaton.
Felix Marsh, father of the subject of this biographical sketch; came
west with his parents in 1818, locating in Cincinnati, Ohio, where his father
followed his vocation of tailoring. In 1826 the Marshes moved to Camden,
Preble county, Ohio, which ever since has been the family home, and where
the father and the grandparents of Mayor Marsh spent the last days of their
lives. The elder Felix Marsh received his education at Miami University,
Oxford, Ohio, and was graduated from the law course. He entered upon
the practice of his profession at Eaton, Ohio, and quickly took his place
among the leaders of the bar in Preble county. He was elected prosecuting
attorney of Preble county, performing the duties of that important office
in a manner most satisfactory to the public. He also served his district in
both branches of the Ohio General Assembly, his services, both in the House
and in the Senate, proving most acceptable to his constituency. For thirtyeight years the senior Marsh practiced law in Preble county, and at his
death, in 1872, left a name that not only was a priceless heritage to his
family, but one of honor and distinction throughout this entire district. His
wife, who was one of the best-loved and most useful women in this community, sunived her distinguished husband many years, her death not occurring until the year 1909.
To Felix and Rachael (Bloomfield) Marsh were born four children,
three of whom are still living: Amanda E., the wife of Theodore Hardy,
who died in 1910; Frances, the wife of George Tittle, who resides at Eaton;
Felix M., mayor of Camden, and William B., who is engaged successfully
in the practice of law at Richmond, Indiana.
Felix M. Marsh received his education in the public schools of Eaton,
Ohio, which he supplemented by a course in Miami University at Oxford,
Ohio, following which he studied law at Washington, D. C, and was admitted to the bar in the national capital in 1868. From that time until the
year 1872 he was in the government service, being a valued attache of the
legal department of the Postoffice Department. In the year just named Mr.
Marsh returned to Eaton and formed a partnership with his father, the
declining health of the latter necessitating the assistance of his vigorous
son. Unhappily, this promising partnership was destined to be of all too
brief duration and was sadly terminated by the death, in that year of the

424

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

elder Marsh. Felix M. and his brother, William B., then formed a partnership for the practice of law, which association was maintained for the extraordinary term of thirty-five years, continuing until the removal of William B. Marsh to Richmond, Ind. Felix M. Marsh continued to maintain
his office and to practice his profession, and today enjoys the honorable
distinction of being the oldest practitioner, both in years and in point of
term of service, in Preble county.
Felix M. Marsh was united in marriage, December 1, 1865, with Emma
Yost, daughter of Samuel and Maria (Robinson) Yost, both of whom were
natives of Pennsylvania, who, about the year 1840, came to Preble county,
smith, a man of much skill in his art and a citizen of the highest repute.
To Felix M. and Emma (Yost) Marsh four children were born, all of
whom are living: Frances, a trained nurse, makes her home with her parents;
William A., one of the best-known and most popular newspaper writers in
Eaton; Maud, an artist of much ability, resides in Chicago; Edward, a
popular tailor, who lives in Camden. The Marsh home is one of the most
hospitable homes in this section of the state, and Mayor and Mrs. Marsh are
never happier than when contributing to the pleasure and comfort of their
guests or adding to the social interest of the large circle of their friends.
Mayor Marsh was reared in the principles of the Republican party,
and for many years gave his undivided allegiance to that historic party.
Of recent years, however, he has become more independent in his political
views and his re-election to the office of mayor in 1914 may be taken as an
indication that his views in local political matters are shared by a majority
of his fellow citizens. Mr. Marsh was first elected mayor of Camden in
1910, and his administration was so successful and marked by the extension
of so many public improvements in the town that his re-election, when he
was renominated in 1914, was taken almost as a foregone conclusion. In
his fraternal relations Mayor Marsh has given a fair share of his attention
to the gregarious habits of mankind and is one of the most influential members of the order of the Knights of Honor in Ohio and for two years served
Imost acceptably as grand dictator of the order in this state.
As the dean of the legal profession in Preble county, Mayor Marshis entitled to and receives a just meed of honor in his own district. Following humbly in the footsteps of his distinguished father, he, too, has created
a name in this-community which will live long after him, and which future
historians of this county can not fail to take account of when they come
to make up an impartial verdict on the lives and the deeds of the present
generation of those who are doing well their parts in the community life.
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SAMUEL C. RICHIE.
To obtain worthy citizenship is no light and unimportant aim in life. It
is no easy task to resist the many temptations of youth and early manhood
and to establish a character in the minds and hearts of one's associates that
will remain unstained for all time. One may take his place in public life
through some vigorous stroke of public policy, and even retain the affections
of his friends and neighbors, but to obtain this position by honorable and
wholesome living, without craving for exultation or selfish objects, is worthy
of the highest praise and commendation. A man who has gained the respect
of his associates and who will retain, as long as he lives and even after he
is gone, the admiration of his fellow citizens, is Samuel C. Richie, the president of the Farmers' Banking Company, of New Paris, Ohio. Mr. Richie is a
man who has discharged his public and private duties in the spirit of utmost
candor and concern for the common welfare. He always has been willing toassist in public movements and most certainly deserves the esteem which he
holds in the hearts of the people of Preble county, whom he has served in
other capacities than that of a banker. He is a former commissioner of this
county and made a splendid record in that office.
Samuel C. Richie was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, September 20,
1856, the son of Samuel S. and Anna (Shoemaker) Richie. Samuel S.
Richie was born in Belmont county, Ohio, the son of Robert Richie, a native
of Philadelphia. Anna Shoemaker was born and reared near Philadelphia.
She was married to. Samuel S. Richie, near Philadelphia, and in May, 1858,
they came to Preble county, Ohio, locating one mile north of New Paris,
where they spent the remainder of their lives, she dying in 1886 and he in
1888. They were quiet, unassuming people and prominent in the community
where they lived. Samuel S. Richie was a member of the Masonic fraternity
and he and his wife were members of the Friends church. They were the
parents of nine children, five of whom are living: John S., of Marion county,
Oregon; Sarah, who is unmarried; Grace L., also unmarried; Anna M., the
wife of A. H. Coffman, of Denison, Texas, and. Samuel C, the subject of this
sketch.
Samuel C. Richie was a little more than one year old when he was
brought to Preble county with his parents. He was reared on a farm, educated in the public schools of Jefferson township, and, in October, 1880, was
married to Alary Hinkley, a native of Zanesville, Ohio, but who was educated
in the public schools of New Paris. Mr. and Mrs. Richie have one son, Frank
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E., born in 1888, who was graduated from the New Paris high school, and is
now living in Dayton, Ohio.
The Farmers Banking Company, of which Mr. Richie is president, was
organized in 1906, Mr. Richie being one of its organizers. The original officers of this bank were Samuel C. Richie, president; W. R. Hageman, vicepresident; E. C. Meksell, cashier. The board of directors included Ella L.
Bloom, W. R. Hageman, E. A. Murray, William Max and Samuel C. Richie.
The capital stock is ten thousand dollars. This company maintains a modern bank at New Madison, Ohio, with the same officers, except cashier, John
D. King filling that position in the New Madison bank. Its capital is fifteen
thousand dollars. Mr. Richie also is a director in the New Paris Building
and Loan Association.
Mr. Richie is a Republican and has been throughout his life more or less
active in township politics. He has held many minor offices and also served
six years as commissioner of Preble county, Ohio, a position which he filled
with credit to himself and to the people who elected him. Fraternally, Mr.
Richie is a member of the Knights of Pythias and a past chancellor of that
lodge. He is also a member of the grand lodge of this fraternity. Mr. and
Mrs. Richie are members of the Presbyterian church, and Mr. Richie is the
treasurer of the congregation to which he is attached.
The reputation of Samuel C. Richie as a financier and public-spirited
citizen extends beyond the boundaries of Jefferson township, where he lives.
Mr. Richie is well known throughout eastern Ohio and has won and held a
host of friends during his honorable and busy life.

EDMOND S. DYE.
Ohio always has been distinguished for the high rank of her bench
and bar. Perhaps none of the states in the middle West can boast of more
capable jurists or abler attorneys. Many of them have been men of national
fame, but there is scarcely a town- or city in the state that cannot boastof from one to half a dozen lawyers capable of crossing swords in forensic
combat with any of the distinguished legal lights of the country. While the
growth and development of the state during the last half century has been
marvelous indeed, viewed from any standpoint, yet Ohio has no class of
citizens of whom she can be more proud than of her judges and attorneys.
In Edmond S. Dye are to be found many of those rare qualities which go
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to make the successful lawyer. He possesses those solid and substantial
qualities which shine with constant luster. Since the beginning of his practice at Eaton, Ohio, Mr. Dye has enjoyed a wonderful law practice, especially
in probate work, and it is doubtful if he has a peer in western Ohio who is
more thoroughly equipped or more readily conversant with this branch of
the law.
Edmond S. Dye is a native of Preble county. He was born at Euphemia.
in Harrison township, February 14, 1858, the son of Abraham S. and
Susannah (Kumler) Dye. Abraham S. is the son of Seth and Margaret
(Simpson) Dye. Both Seth Dye and his wife were natives of Trenton,
New Jersey. They grew up in that place and there married. After their
marriage, they came to Butler county, Ohio, locating near Middletown,
where they lived until after the canal was built. They then moved into
the beech in the eastern part of Preble county, and there they lived the
remainder of their lives.
Abraham S. Dye was reared in Preble county. He was born in Butler
county in 1817 and died March 17, 1896. He was educated in the common
schools and was a wagon maker by trade. Later he became a farmer.
Throughout his life he was active in church work and his home was the stopping place for preachers of the United Brethren and Methodist churches.
His wife, Susannah Kumler, was the daughter of Bishop Henry Kumler,
who was one of the heads of the United Brethren church in the United
States, a great minister and organizer and opposed to secret societies of all
kinds. His voice was heard in all parts of the country on this question.
Mrs. Dye died in 1865. Mr. and Mrs. Dye were the parents of six sons,
William T., who is a retired merchant in Dayton, Ohio; C. B., who is marshal of West Alexandria, Ohio; Charles, who lives in the state of Washington; Edmond S., the subject of this sketch; Carl D. and Joseph E., both
of Alberta, Canada.
Edmond S. Dye was reared on a farm in Preble county, Ohio, and
received his early education in the district schools. ,He attended the high
school at Lewisburg and attended two years at Otterbein University, and
was graduated from the law school of the University of Cincinnati in the
class of 1882, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Laws. Immediately after
his graduation, Mr. Dye associated himself with Judge John V. Campbell, with whom he previously had read law. This partnership continued
until the death of Judge Campbell on July 2, 1888. Mr. Dye then practiced
alone in the same office until the spring of 1910, when his two sons became
associated with him.
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On February 9, 1882, Edmond S. Dye was married to Birdie G. Campbell, a daughter of Judge Campbell. She was educated in the public schools
of Eaton, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Dye have three sons, Robert Campbell, John
Van Ausdal and Edmond Kumler. Robert C. was graduated from the
Eaton high school and from the law school of the University of Cincinnati.
He is now assistant city solicitor of Long Beach, California. John V. was
graduated from the high school and the same law school as his brother. He
is now associated with his father in the practice of law. Edmond K. was
graduated from the Eaton high school with the class of 1915. Robert C.
married Vinnie Royer,'of Eaton, Ohio. John V. married Myrtle White,
of Lewisburg, Ohio.
Mr. Dye is a member of the Presbyterian church at Eaton, and has
served as superintendent of the Sunday school for the past twenty-five years.
He also has been an elder and deacon of the church. He is a member of
Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, and of Eaton Lodge
No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which order he is a past
grand.
Mr. Dye is the present representative of the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company at Eaton. Aside from Mr. Dye's success as a lawyer, he is what
might be called a successful citizen^ because he has efficiently and capably
discharged his duties as a citizen as well as his responsibilities as a father
and husband. He is a representative lawyer of western Ohio, it is true,
but he also is a representative citizen of Preble county.

WALDO C. MOORE.
In brief sketch of any living citizen, it is difficult to do him exact and
impartial justice. Not so much for a lack of space or words to set forth
the familiar and passing events of his history, as for want of the perfect
and rounded conception of his whole life which grows, develops and ripens
like fruit, disclosing its truest and best flavor only when it is mellowed by
time. Daily contact with a man so familiarizes us with his virtues that we
ordinarily overlook them and commonly underestimate their progress.
It is not ofen that true honor, public and private, which is the tribute of cordial respect and esteem—comes to a man without basis of character and
deeds. The world may be deceived by fortune, or by ornamental or showy
qualities without substantial merit and may render to the undeserving a
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short-lived admiration, but the honor that wise and good men value and that
lives beyond the grave must have its foundation in real worth, for, "work
maketh the man." Not a few men live unheralded or unknown on the
narrow limits of the community or city wherein their lots are cast. Waldo
C. Moore, however, is a man well known not only in the state of Ohio,
but because of his peculiar interests throughout the whole country as well.
During his life of forty years in Preble county, the people have had an
opportunity to know what type of man Mr. Moore is. The testimony is
ample that he is a good citizen in the fullest sense of the term and is proven
by the public trust which has been bestowed upon him. That he has performed worthily every trust imposed upon him is an honor worthy of being
coveted by any man.
Waldo C. Moore was born in the little village of West Baltimore, now
Verona, Preble county, Ohio, July 23, 1874, the eldest son of John W. and
Mary E. (Snorf) Moore, and has been a resident of Preble county since
his birth. His paternal ancestors were of English-Dutch descent and his
maternal ancestors were German. Mr. Moore always has appreciated the
fact that he is American born and he is proud to claim Ohio as his native
state. Both his father and his grandfather, John Moore, were house wreckers
and house builders by occupation. His great-grandfather, Hamilton Moore,
came from England. His great-grandfather Wetzel was a soldier in the
War of 1812, and his grandfather, Isaac N. Snorf, who was a blacksmith
by trade, was a Union soldier and died on the field of battle at Missionary
Ridge.
John W. Moore, the father of Waldo C. Moore, was born in Maryland in the year 1851 and came to Preble county, Ohio, with his parents
when seven years of age. After he learned the carpenter and painter trades
he became a contractor and built very extensively throughout Preble county.
At one time he employed seventeen men. He worked at his trade until
his death, which occurred in 1897. He was married to Mary E. Snorf in
1872, and to this union six children were born, Waldo C, Mrs. Bertha
Conklin, of Chicago, Illinois; Edward, a carpenter and painter of Verona,
Ohio; Chester, deceased; Arlie, deceased, and E. Vernon, a music instructor
in the Lewisburg schools.
In early life, Mr. Moore labored on the farm in the summer and attended the district schools in the winter. He received a common-school
education in the Harrison township schools and had the privilege of attending the Harrison township high school during the winter of 1894 and 1895.
While attending the Harrison township high school he had the good fortune
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to meet Imogene Horn, of Lewisburg, who was an occasional visitor at
school, and who became Mrs. Moore August 19, 1896.
Mrs. Moore was born February 22, 1873, in Lewisburg, this county,
the daughter of Allen T. and Frances (Sloan) Horn, natives of Virginia,
both of whom are deceased. Henry Horn, the great-grandfather of Mrs.
Waldo C. Moore, came from Germany in 1768. He was a soldier in the
Revolutionary War, and some years after the close of the war for independence came to this part of the state, and, in the year 1818, laid out the
town of Lewisburg, where he followed his trade of blacksmith. Michael
Horn, who was Mrs. Moore's grandfather, was a tanner by trade and resided
on Horn's Hill. Allen T. Horn, Mrs. Moore's father, was a druggist and
during the Civil War was a Union soldier. Henry Horn died in 1839,
Michael in 1891 and Allen T. in 1906.
In his school days, Waldo C. Moore passed the Boxwell examination
with honors, ranking second in the county class. Before he was eighteen
years old he held a certificate to teach in his native county and also certificates from Darke and Montgomery counties. Mr. Moore was graduated
from the Dayton Normal School and from the Miami Commercial College
at Dayton, Ohio, and spent the summer of 1894 at Lebanon, Ohio, taking
a special course in the National Normal University.
At an early age, Mr. Moore began teaching. He was a successful instructor and followed this line of activity for six years. In the summer of
1899 n e resigned the principalship of the Ithaca, Ohio, schools and became
identified with the Peoples Banking Company of Lewisburg, this county,
and is now the cashier and a director of this bank.
In the spring of 1910, a series of United States civil service examinations were held in various cities in Ohio. Mr. Moore took advantage of
these examinations and passed the test as an expert bookkeeper, ranking
sixth in the state in a large class.
Waldo C. Moore is an ardent numismatist and philatelist, and is a collector of national repute. Noted collectors of rare issues of coins, currency
or stamps acknowledge that Mr. Moore's private collection is one of the
largest and finest extant. He is especially interested in Ohio Civil War
store cards, Ohio Broken-bank bills, Ohio private "shinplasters," Ohio script
issues, Ohio "hard times" tokens, Ohio business coin cards, Ohio Masonic
mark pennies, Ohio uncurrent bills, Ohio sutler's checks, stamps and other
specimens. It is Mr. Moore's intention to place his entire collection on
permanent exhibition at some future date in the museum of the Ohio State
Archaelogical and Historical Society, at the Ohio State University at
I
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Columbus. Mr. Moore is considered an authority on numismatics and is an
occasional contributor to The Numismatist, a magazine published in New
York City in the interest of medallic art. He is the author of brochures
on the following subjects: "Numismatic Opinions," "Rare Ohio War Cards,"
"Rochester Numismatic," "Money Conditions, 1849-1870," "Vagaries of Collectors," "Specialization," "Colonial Numismatic Ships," "Amateurs in Numismatics," "Looking Backward—an 1812 Panorama," "The Making of a
Collection," "The Libertas Americana Medal," "A. Loomis and His Store
Cards," "Ohio's Private Shinplasters," "A Missouri County Warrant," "The
Currency of the Red Man," "The Burnet House," "A Numismatic Portrait
Gallery," "New Salem, Ohio, in Numismatics," "The Goddess Minerva in
Art Imperial," "Ohio Blasts in Numismatics," "The Kirtland Bank Bills,"
"The Pony House Checks," "The National Revulsion," and "The Rickey
Card."
Mr. Moore owns one of the finest stock farms in Preble county, "Clifmore," a two-hundred-acre tract about two miles north of Lewisburg. "The
Clifmore," his modern bungalow residence on North Greenville street in
Lewisburg, would be a credit to any city.
The Methodist Episcopal church of Lewisburg counts Mr. Moore as
one of its trustees. He was honored with the presidency of the young men's
class, better known as the "Friendly Class" of the Methodist Sunday school,
the first two years after the organization of this class. For several years
he has been the teacher of the class known as "The Boys." He is one of the
Sunday school superintendents and is assistant chorister. He is also president of the literary department of the Epworth League.
Although a Republican, Mr. Moore has thrice been elected clerk of Harrison township, a Democratic stronghold. He has served a number of terms
on the village council of Lewisburg and was chairman of the finance committee for some years. He has been lately chosen president of the council.
Mr. Moore was appointed by President Taft as a member of the 1912 United
States assay commission, an honor to which many aspire but few attain.
Mr. Moore was elected to the directorate of the Lewisburg Commercial Club
and has held this position for several terms. He is credited with platting
that portion of Lewisburg known as the Moore addition.
Mr. Moore is prominent in the local lodges of the Free and Accepted
Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias
and is a life member of the National Geographic Society, the Indian Rights
Association and the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society. He is
the general secretary of the American Numismatic Association and a trus-
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tee of the Ohio State Numismatic Society, and on April 3, 1915, was further honored by receiving from Governor Willis the appointment as trustee
of the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society.

ISAAC A. TYLER.
It is maintained superficially that the history of so-called great men only
is worthy of preservation and that little merit exists among the masses to
call forth the praises of the historian or the appreciation of mankind. A
greater mistake never was made, for no man is great in all things. By a
lucky stroke many achieve lasting fame, who, before, had no reputation beyond the limits of their immediate neighborhood. It is not a history of the
lucky stroke which benefits humanity most, but the long study and efforts
that made the lucky stroke possible. It is the preliminary work, the methods,
that serve as a guide for the success of others. Among those of Preble
county, Ohio, who have achieved success by steady efforts is Isaac A. Tyler,
a farmer and pioneer citizen of Jackson township, and the proprietor of
"Fairview Farm," a well-ordered tract of one hundred and thirty acres,
situated nine miles northwest of Eaton, Ohio, on a part of the northeast
quarter of section 4.
Isaac A. Tyler was born in Geauga county, Ohio, September 9, 1832,
the son of Cutler and Sarah (Fischer) Tyler, both of whom were natives of
Massachusetts. Cutler Tyler came to Ohio, locating near the point where
later he married Sarah Fischer. Both were well educated and made good
records as teachers in the public schools. They lived and died near Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Tyler served three months in the War of 1812. His wife
was a member of the Congregational church. Mr. Tyler was a publicspirited man and both he and his wife were useful people. They were the
parents of six children, who grew to manhood and womanhood, and two
of whom are now living. These children are Abel, Isaac A., Ruth, Reuben,
John and Sarah Sophia. Ruth is the widow of John Waterton, who was
born in England. Reuben served his country as a soldier in the Civil War
and was an attorney in Cincinnati, Ohio. John also served in the Civil
War and was an attorney in Cleveland, Ohio. Sarah died in her twentyseventh year just before she was to have been graduated from a medical
college.
Isaac A. Tyler was reared on a farm and received his elementary
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education in the public schools, supplementing this with a course in Oberlin
College, and from 1852 to 1867 taught in the public schools of Ohio, this
service being rendered in the counties of Montgomery, Geauga, Warren and
Butler.
Mr. Tyler was married in March, 1859, to Catherine Hetzler, of German township, Montgomery county, Ohio, and in the year i860 came to
Preble county, locating in Jefferson township, where he bought a farm of
eighty-eight and one-half acres, part of which was under improvement.
There he lived until 1883, ' n which year he moved to his present farm of
one hundred and thirty acres in Jackson township, where he has carried
on a modern system of general farming with much success.
To Isaac and Catherine (Hetzler) Tyler were born two sons, Samuel
and John W., both of whom now are deceased. Samuel, whose death occurred in 1912, married Maude Riggs and two children were born to this
union, Ruth, who is single, and Lyman, who is a student in the agricultural
school at Columbus, Ohio. John W. married Olive Murry, of Jefferson
township, and died December 4, 1907. The mother of these children died in
1877, and in 1879 Mr. Tyler married, secondly, Louise J. Downey, of
Darke county, Ohio, who died in 1895 without issue.
Mr. Tyler is a member of the Congregational church, is active in
religious work and has been strictly temperate all his life. He is a Republican and cast his first vote for John C. Fremont for President and has
voted for every Republican candidate for President since Fremont was a
candidate in 1856. Few men are better known in the community than Isaac
A. Tyler, and no one is more highly esteemed than he. It is only fair to
say that he well deserves this high regard in which he is held by his fellow
citizens.

CHARLES B. UNGER.
Eaton has several successful newspapers, among which is the Eaton
Herald, an independent newspaper published by Charles B. Unger.
Charles B. Unger was born in Eaton, Ohio, November 12, 1868, the
son of John and Ollitippa (Larsh) Unger, natives of Preble county, who
were the parents of two children, the other child, a daughter, being Jessie,
who is the wife of Frank A. Wisehart, of Middletown, Indiana.
John Unger was reared in Preble county and was engaged in the drug
C28) '
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and hardware business in Eaton during the Civil War. He was later engaged in the drug business in West Alexandria, Ohio. He then came back
to Eaton and for a time operated a tin store and was later in the insurance
business. About 1889 he moved to Middletown, Indiana, and engaged in
the lumber business. In 1902 he returned to Eaton and looked after the
business management of the Eaton Herald. He suffered a stroke of paralysis
in 1910 and now resides with his daughter in Middletown, Indiana. His.
wife died March 21, 1910, at the age of sixty-three. She was a devoted
member of the Universalist church. Mr. Unger was a member of the Eaton
school board for a number of years.
The paternal grandparents of Charles B. Unger were George B. Unger
and wife, natives of Pennsylvania and Preble county, respectively. George
B. Unger was a tailor, and lived to be eighty-six years old. His wife died
while a young woman. John Linger was the only child born to that marriage who grew to maturity. George B. formerly had been married and
had a son, Aaron A., by his first marriage.
The maternal grandparents of Charles B. Unger were Thomas Jefferson and Margaret (Manning) Larsh, natives of Ohio. Thomas J.
Larsh was a lawyer, and served as county surveyor for nineteen years, alsocounty auditor for two terms and deputy county auditor for several terms.
He also was clerk in the state treasurer's office for one term. He lived
to be seventy-two years of age while his wife died in middle age. They, had
three children, Bluejacket, who died in Andersonville prison during the
Civil War; Ollitippa and Margaret.
Charles B. Unger was reared in Preble county, Ohio, attended the
public schools of West Alexandria and was graduated from the Eaton high
school in 1886. He then took a business course in Nelson's Business College
at Cincinnati, and was with the James Wilde Clothing Company for a short
time, after which he worked at the printer's trade in Cincinnati. He then
moved to Middletown, Indiana, and in 1892 came to Eaton and worked at
his trade in the Register office one year. Following this he went back toMiddletown, Indiana, and, in 1894, bought an interest in the Middletown
Neivs. In January, 1902, he bought the Eaton Herald, of which he has
been editor and publisher since that time. This paper was established in1888 and is independent in politics. Mr. Unger also does general job printing.
Charles B. Unger was married February 2, 1893, to Adda Nixon, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cephas Nixon. One son, Nixon Larsh, was born
to Mr. and Mrs. Unger, the latter of whom died in 1895, at the age of

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

435

twenty-seven years. She was a member of the Church of Christ at Middletown, Indiana.
Politically, Mr. Unger is a Republican. He is a member of Bolivar
Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons: Eaton Chapter No. 22. Royal
Arch Masons; Reese Council No. 9, Royal and Select Masters, of Dayton,
Ohio, and Reed Commandery No. 6, of Dayton, Ohio. He also is a member of Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias.

EARL H. IRVIN.
Earl H. Irvin, the well-known editor and publisher of the Eaton Democrat, enjoyed a thorough preparation for newspaper work. Mr. Irvin has
made an unusual success in journalism and has been honored politically on
several occasions.
Earl H. Irvin was born in New Paris, Ohio, May 9, 1877, the son of
Harvey and Eleanor (Bowman) Irvin, the former a native of Ohio and the
latter of Indiana. They had three sons: Harry, of Campbellstown, Ohio;
Albert, who died in infancy, and Earl H.
Harvey Irvin was born in Highland county, but was reared in Preble
county. He was a bookkeeper and came to Preble county about 1844, and
lived here the balance of his life. He died in New Paris in 1877, at the age
of thirty-five. His wife died at Richmond, Indiana, in 1880, at the age of
thirty-six. Both were active and devoted members of the Presbyterian church.
The paternal grandparents of Earl H. Irvin were Thomas and Caroline
(Young) Irvin, natives of Highland county, Ohio. Mr. Irvin was a farmer
and died in Preble county at an advanced age. He had a small family, Harvey
and Emma. The maternal grandparents of Earl H. Irvin were Robert and
Margaret Bowman, who came from Indiana to Preble county and settled in
New Paris. Robert Bowman was a school teacher, being one of the early
teachers in Eaton. He also was a skilled mathematician and quite a noted
teacher. Mr. Bowman served as a Union soldier in the Civil War. He had
six children: Lydia, Lillian, Robert, Addie, Elizabeth and Eleanor. Later
in life he moved to Kansas, near Minneapolis, where he and his wife died at
advanced ages.
Earl H. Irvin was reared in New Paris and attended the public schools
there. He began learning the printer's trade in the office of the New Paris
Mirror, and was with that paper from 1893 to 1896. He then went to Chattanooga, Tennessee, and worked in the Chattanooga Times office. In 1897
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he came back to Ohio and bought the New Madison Herald, in Darke county,
publishing that paper for a year, after which he returned to New Paris and
worked with the Mirror until 1902. He then bought the Eaton Democrat,
a weekly newspaper which was established in 1840, and which he has published since. Mr. Irvin, in addition to publishing the Eaton Democrat, also
does a general job printing business.
On April 27, 1899, while at New Paris, Earl H. Irvin was married to
Jennie Boatman, of Seven Mile, Butler county, Ohio, the daughter of Reed
B. and Martha (Samuels) Boatman. Seven children have been born to this
union: Ruth, Martha, Anna, Marjorie, Lois, Earla and Earl, Jr.
Mrs. Irvin's parents were natives of Butler county and are still living at
Seven Mile. Of their children, three are now living, Ollie, Alonzo and Jennie.
Mr. Irvin is an ardent Democrat, and while in New Paris was a member
of the council and mayor of the town. He was a member of the seventyseventh and seventy-ninth General Assemblies of Ohio, from 1906 to 1909
and from 1911 to 1913. At present Mr. Irvin is deputy collector of internal
revenue for the first Ohio district, with headquarters at Cincinnati, but his
residence is in Eaton.
Mr. Irvin belongs to the Universalist church, while his wife is a member
of the United Brethren church. He also is a member of Bolivar Lodge No.
82, Free and Accepted Masons, and of Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch
Masons.
Mr. Irvin is held in universal esteem throughout Preble county, is a man
of great strength of character and genial disposition, and is popular among
a large circle of friends.

WILLIAM I. CHRISTIAN, M. D.
It is not always easy to discover and define the hidden forces that have
made up a life of ceaseless activity and large professional success. Little
more can be done than to note their manifestations in such a career as that
of Dr. William I. Christian, whose career is a striking example of welldefined purpose, with the disposition to make that purpose subserve not only
his own interests, but the good of his fellow men as well. Doctor Christian
long has been regarded as a physician of pre-eminent qualities, a man of
sound mentality and fine intellectual discipline. He has achieved a notable
success, a success which has been fully recognized and appreciated throughout this section of Ohio. In addition to his long and creditable career as
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a physician and surgeon, he has proved an honorable and helpful member
of the body politic in every relation of life. He has never fallen below the
dignity of true manhood, or in any way resorted to methods that invite
censure.
Dr. William I. Christian was born November 22, 1865, in Clay township, Montgomery county, Ohio, the son of Samuel B. and Talitha (Heckman) Christian, to whom five children were born: Dr. W. I., with whom
this narrative deals, is the eldest; David E., a farmer living in Miami county,
Ohio; Theodore H., a blacksmith of Miami county; Mrs. Louetta J. Slough,
a resident of Montgomery county, Ohio, and Mrs. Mary A. Fisher, of
Darke county, Ohio.
Samuel B. Christian was born in Union township, Miami county, Ohio,
and died February 7, 1912. He was a son of David and Mary (Brumbaugh)
Christian, who were natives of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, who, in an
early day, moved to Montgomery county, Ohio, where they farmed the
remainder of their lives. Mrs. Samuel B. Christian was born February 11,
1843, in Montgomery county, Ohio, and died February 25, 1912, there being
only eighteen days difference between the death of father and mother. The
parents of Mrs. Samuel B. Christian were William and Mary (Brandenburg) Heckman, natives of Virginia, and early settlers in Montgomery
county.
Dr. William I. Christian attended the district schools of Montgomery
county, was reared on a farm and farmed a portion of his father's land
until 1889. In that year he entered the Medical College of Ohio at Cincinnati, Ohio, and was graduated March 5, 1891. Upon receiving his diploma
Doctor Christian went to Pittsburg, Darke county, Ohio, and began the
active practice of his profession. He remained at that place until October
12, 1893, when he came to Preble county and took up the practice at Verona.
He enjoys a large practice in Preble, Montgomery and Darke counties. Since
locating in Verona, he has built a beautiful all-modern home at a cost of
about twenty-five hundred dollars. The design of this house, which is different from most houses in this locality, was conceived by Doctor Christian
himself.
Doctor Christian was married on December 31, 1885, to Minetta Taylor, who was born October 3, 1866, in Montgomery county, Ohio, a daughter of Alfred and Martha (Thomas) Taylor, natives of England and Montgomery county, Ohio, respectively. Her father operated a saw-mill in
Indiana for many years, and also was a farmer. Later he became a butcher,
then a merchant, and continued in this latter capacity until his death. Mrs.
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Christian's mother is now living at Phillipsburg, Montgomery county. Both
her father and mother were devoted and earnest members of the Christian
church.
To Doctor and Mrs. W. I. Christian two children have been born: Earl
T., born November 12, 1887, and died November 13, 1887; John W., born
January 18, 1908.
Doctor Christian is an independent voter, and does not affiliate with any
political part\-. H e and his wife attend church, but they are not members
of any church. Fraternally, Doctor Christian is a member of the Knights
of Pythias, the Junior Order of United American Mechanics and the Loyal
Order of Moose. H e is prominent in the affairs of these fraternities and a
leader in their various activities. Doctor Christian is not only entitled to
rank as one of the leading physicians of Preble county, but he is likewise
entitled to rank as one of its leading citizens, a man who is in every way
worthy of the confidence which has been placed in him by his fellow citizens,
and of the esteem with which they regard him.

R O B E R T A. H I E S T A N D .
The gentleman whose name forms the caption of this review belongs
to that class of men who win in life's battles by sheer force of personality
and determination, coupled with soundness of judgment and keen discrimination, and in whatever he has undertaken he has shown himself to be a man
of ability and honor, always ready to lend his aid in defending principles
affecting the public good. In every phase of civic life he has so conducted
himself as to earn the unqualified indorsement and support of the citizens of
the city and county where he lives.
Robert A. Hiestand, of the firm of Hiestand & Company, which
operates a saw-mill and planing-mill and deals in building material, was born
April 9, 1870, in Eaton, Ohio, the son of Henry C. and Nancy M. (Acton)
Hiestand, natives of Ohio, who were the parents of five children, the others
being: Harvey H., an architect of New York City; Andrew J., of Eaton,
cashier of that institution until the organization of the old Preble County
National Bank; Berthenia, the wife of Lloyd Pennick, of Chariton, Iowa,
and H e n r y C , of Eaton, cashier of the Preble County National Bank.
Henry C. Hiestand was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, and grew
to manhood in Dayton. H e came- to Eaton in the sixties as cashier of the
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Preble county branch of the State Bank of Ohio, and organized and was
cashier of that institution until the organization of the old Preble County
Bank, which he also organized, and of which he was president until his
death in July, 1884, at the age of fifty-three years. His widow still survives.
Both were members of the Presbyterian church and Mrs. Hiestand is still
devoted to this faith, taking an active part in the work of the congregation
of which she is a member.
John Hiestand, the paternal grandfather of Robert A., was a native of
Pennsylvania and a pioneer in Montgomery county, Ohio, where he was a
farmer, and where he and his wife lived to advanced ages. They were the
parents of the following children, Jacob, Elizabeth, Mary, Erin, Andrew,
Julia and Henry C.
The maternal grandparents of Mr. Hiestand were John P. and Berthenia (Stephens) Acton, natives of Virginia and early settlers of Preble
county, Ohio, who were the parents of five children, Nancy M., Joseph W.,
Mary B., Harvey and Thomas.
Robert A. Hiestand was reared in Eaton, where he attended the public
schools. After finishing the high-school course in the city schools, he became
a student of Miami University, from which institution he was graduated
in 1892, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. He then went to Chicago
and worked in the construction department of the General Electric Company, with which firm he remained for two years, at the end of which
time he came to Eaton and took charge of the electric light and ice plant,
afterwards engaging in the saw-mill and lumber business, which he continued in partnership with his brother, A. J. Hiestand. He is also a director
. in the Preble County National Bank, of Eaton, and is president of the
board of waterworks trustees.
Mr. Hiestand was married October 25, 1905, to Melissa Gibbons, the
daughter of John H. Gibbons, who was one of three children born to her
parents, the others being Mary, the wife of C W. Eidson, and Ada, the
wife of L. C. Reynolds.
Mr. and Mrs. Hiestand are members of the Presbyterian church and
Mr. Hiestand is a trustee of the church in Eaton. Fraternally, Mr. Hiestand
belongs to Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, and of Eaton
Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons. Politically, Mr. Hiestand is a Republican, but his extensive business interests have prevented him from taking a very active part in political affairs. Mr. and Mrs. Hiestand are
deservedly popular in the city where they live and where Mr. Hiestand is
regarded as one of the most representative citizens and business men.
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ORANGE V. FRITZ.
There is no positive rule for achieving success, and yet in the life of
the successful man, there are always lessons which might well be followed.
The man who gains prosperity is he who sees and utilizes the opportunity
which falls in his way. The essential conditions of human life are ever the
same, the surroundings of individuals differing but slightly. When one
passes another on the highway of life to reach the goal of prosperity before
others, who, perhaps, started out before him, it is because he has the power
to utilize advantages which properly are available to all. Today among the
prominent citizens of West Alexandria, Ohio, is Orange V. Fritz, postmaster
of the village. Keen discrimination, sound judgment and executive ability,
as well as a genial disposition, have entered very largely into his make-up,
and have been contributing factors to the success, political and otherwise,
which has come to him.
Orange V. Fritz, the son of Michael and Amanda (Jordan) Fritz, was
born April n , 1874, in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio. Michael
Fritz was born July 17, 1850, on the same farm and in the same house as
his son, Orange V., and died July 27, 1876. The paternal grandparents of
Orange V. Fritz were John and Elizabeth (Siler) Fritz, also natives of
Preble county, Ohio. Mrs. Fritz, who was Amanda Jordan before her marriage, was born August 10, 1852, near where her husband was born. ,She
died in 1911. Her parents were John and Rebecca (Stiver) Jordan, natives
of Maryland. After her first husband's death she married Simon P. Guting,
The remote ancestors of Orange V. Fritz came from Germany.
Orange V. Fritz was reared on his father's farm and attended the district schools in his early boyhood, later becoming a student in the high school
at West Alexandria, Ohio. He remained with his mother until he was
twenty-two years old, and then rented land from his stepfather, Simon P.
Guting, on which he remained until 1911. During this period Mr. Fritz
was a breeder of Red-Polled cattle and Poland-China hogs, and made many
exhibits at the Eaton fair and had many public sales of this stock. He has
shipped hogs to different parts of the United States for breeding purposes.
Mr. Fritz also is a breeder of the Nugget strain of Buff Plymouth Rock
and Buff Leghorn chickens. He prizes these breeds very highly, and has
made exhibits of them in both Indiana and Ohio. Mr. Fritz has been a
member of the county fair board of Preble county for the past four years.
On February 1, 1912, he moved to West Alexandria, Ohio, and was ap-
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pointed postmaster of that village in August, 1913, and there he has lived
since that time, discharging the duties of his office faithfully and well.
On the morning of January 8, 1915, the postoffice at West Alexandria
was gutted by fire. At six o'clock in the morning most of it was down
in the basement, flooded with water, but, despite this fact, Mr. Fritz took
charge as usual and every mail went out on time, most of the letters having
been saved. By eight o'clock on the morning of the fire the postoffice force
was receiving and sending mail, and by three in the afternoon a new postoffice had been fitted up and patrons of the office were receiving their mail
as usual. It is hardly necessary to add that this exhibition of efficiency and
regard for the patrons of the office was much appreciated by the latter and
that Postmaster Fritz was heartily complimented upon his prompt re-establishment of the local mail service.
Orange V. Fritz was married in 1897 to Floa Keplinger, who was born
November 22, 1876, in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio, a daughter of
William and Martha (Ware) Keplinger, also natives of Preble county, and
the only child born to her parents. Her grandparents came from Maryland.
One child, Carl W., who is living at home, has been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Fritz.
Politically, Mr. Fritz is a Democrat. Aside from his position as post-,
master he served as township assessor for two years, as justice of the peace
for four years and was a member of the Preble county fair board for four
years. Although Mr. Fritz does not belong to any church, he is a man
who has a kindly feeling for all religious endeavor. Fraternally, he is a
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

CHARLES EPPLY ALBRIGHT.
No man occupies a position of greater prominence in a community
than the newspaper editor. In almost every case the editor is not only a
man of wide learning but his profession brings him into touch with all
classes of people. The Eaton Register is a very old newspaper and has been
conducted for a long time by the Albright family. The present editor is
Charles Epply Albright.
Charles Epply Albright was born August 7, i860, the son of William
F. and Virginia (Stroud) Albright, natives of Ohio. There were three
children born to this union: Harriet, the wife of Homer L. Larsh, of Topeka, Kansas; Edmond J., deceased, and Charles E., of Eaton.
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William F. Albright was reared in Eaton and when a boy learned the
printer's trade, which he followed the remainder of his life. He was born
in Eaton, March 20, 1823, and lived in or near the town all of his life.
He learned the trade in the Register office and was its proprietor for many
years, being connected with that paper for nearly sixty years. He was twice
married, first, in 1844, to Elizabeth Riner, who died January 14, 1855, and
to which union four children were born, Mary Fouts, Emma, Mrs. Ida Holihan and John Riner. Mr. Albright married, secondly, Virginia Stroud,
who died in 1862. Mr. Albright belonged to the "squirrel hunters" during
the Civil War. In politics he was a Republican and was postmaster for
two years, having been appointed by President Harrison. He took an active interest in politics and was prominent in the councils of his party. He
died June 18, 1898, at the age of seventy-five. Mr. and Mrs. Albright were
active members of the Methodist church.
The paternal grandparents of Charles E. Albright were Jonas and Margaret Albright, pioneers of Preble county, Ohio. Jonas Albright was a
plasterer and was the first superintendent of the Preble county infirmary.
He moved to Goshen, Indiana, and lived there a number of years, but returned to Eaton and died at the home of his son, William, at the age of
•eighty. His wife died some years before in Goshen. They had seven children, among whom were Eli, William, Mrs. William Marony and Ezra.
The maternal grandparents of Charles E. Albright were the Rev. Asa
B. and Mary Stroud, natives of Virginia, who came to Eaton in pioneer
times, he as a pioneer Methodist minister who traveled a circuit for some
time. His wife survived him a number of years. They had five children,
of whom Virginia and Sarah married, the others dying unmarried.
Charles E. Albright was born and reared in Eaton and attended the
public schools of that place. He then took a business course at the Eastman Business College at Poughkeepsie, New York, after which he returned
to Eaton and entered his father's newspaper office. At the time of his
father's death he and his brother, Edmond J., succeeded to the ownership
of the Register. Edmond J. died April 16, 1912, at which time Charles E.
took over the business and has conducted it alone since that time. The Register is a Republican paper and was established in 1820.
Mr. Albright's wife was Ossie Orr, the daughter of Rev. William and
Rebecca (Tedrick) Orr, of Lebanon, Ohio. Mrs. Albright's father is deceased, but her mother is still living. They had three children, Ossie M.,
Charles and Frank.
Charles E. Albright was postmaster four years under President Roose-
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velt and two years under President Taft. He resigned as postmaster at
the time of the death of his brother. Mr. Albright is an ardent Republican and has been a leader in his party's councils in Preble county for
many years. He is a member of Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted
Masons, and Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias. Air. and Airs.
Albright are active and devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal
church and contribute liberally to its support. It is a source of personal
pride to conduct a newspaper with a long and honorable history, and especially one that has been conducted by one's father. That is the position occupied by Charles E. Albright, who is himself a highly honored citizen of
Preble county, and well equipped to carry on the splendid work begun by
his father.

RAY R. SIMPSON.
What historian ever will be able properly to estimate the influence of
"the fourth estate" upon the development of the remarkable era in which
we now are living? In the attempts being made by the compilers of this
volume to present a fair epitome of the times for the instruction of the
present generations all factors of the common life of Preble county are
taken into account, each being given due place and weight in making up
the balance which shall stand as a proper reflection of the manners and customs of the people, with due attention to the individual performances of
certain of the more influential residents of the county, in order that those of
the succeeding generations who are to take up the work of their day may
know something of the manner of the laying of the substantial cornerstone
of the superb structure of civilization which they, finding still incomplete,
shall be called upon to carry on to a point more near to completion. In
considering these various factors of modern life it were perhaps invidious
to single out any one as being the most important in the work of erecting
civilization's great superstructure, yet the historian hardly can avoid giving
to "the fourth estate," the honorable and distinguished profession of journalism, a distinctive position among those beneficent factors which have
gone so far in the labor of bringing mankind to its present exalted position
in the cosmos. The press of Preble county ever has been alert to the needs
of the people which it so ably serves, and must, in times to come, be given
due credit for much of the present state of advancement which this favored
section enjoys. Among the newspapers of the county there are few that
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have created a more distinct impress upon the several communities they
serve than has been created by the Preble County Nezvs, now owned and
edited by Ray R. Simpson, and a history of the times, such as this volume
seeks to present, would not be complete without a brief biographical sketch
of the young editor, a sketch which it is a pleasure for the biographer here
to present.
Ray R. Simpson was born in Richmond, Indiana, July 10, 1881, the
son of Edward and Elma (Stambach) Simpson, the former of whom was
born in New York City and the latter in Preble county, Ohio, their
marriage taking place in Richmond, Indiana, where their one son and only
child, Ray R., the subject of this biographical sketch, was born. Edward
H. Simpson was a bookkeeper who worked for the I. R. Howard Grocery
Company, a wholesale concern at Richmond, and whose death occurred in
1883. About two years following the death of her husband, Mrs. Simpson
moved to Stevens county, Kansas, taking with her her young son, Ray.
After a residence of about four years in Kansas they returned to Richmond,
where Ray received his education and was graduated from the Richmond
high school. His attention then being attracted to the printing trade, he
determined to become a printer. He remained in Richmond until he had
completed his apprenticeship to the printing trade, when, at the age of
twenty-one, he started out as a journeyman printer. His first regular work
"at the case" was done in Camden, Ohio, where he worked about a year,
after which he followed his trade in several other cities in Ohio, including
Dayton and Cincinnati. He then went to Oklahoma, in which state he
plied his trade, "the art preservative of all arts," in Lawton, later returning to Franklin, Pennsylvania, where he resided until 1909, when he returned to Camden, Ohio, where he took charge of the Preble County News
and edited the paper for five years for Mr. Irvin, from whom, in 1914, he
bought the paper outright, since which time he has been sole proprietor and
editor. In addition to his editorial duties, Mr. Simpson is also performing
another important service for the public, acting as township clerk, in which
position he is giving excellent satisfaction.
Mr. Simpson was united in marriage June 15, 1904, with Glenna May,
daughter of William S. and Mary A. (Geeting) May, both of whom were
natives of Preble county, Ohio, where Mrs. Simpson also was born. William S. May was born February 2, 1843, the son of John L. and Margaret
(McGriff) May, who also were natives of Preble county, Mrs. Simpson
thus being a representative of the fourth generation of the May family in
this county. Mrs. Simpson's mother was born in Preble county March 28,
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1850, a daughter of Simon and Margaret (Slyder) Geeting, both of whom
were natives of Carroll county, Maryland, who came to Montgomery county, Ohio,- first settling on a farm near Germantown, which they later sold,
after which they bought property in Preble county, on which they located
and where they spent the remainder of their lives, Mr. Geeting dying in
1876, his wife surviving until 1898.
To William S. and Mary A. (Geeting) May, who were married February 3, 1870, eight children were born, seven of whom still are living, as
follows: Lora B., born November 12, 1870, married Murray L. Peters,
by whom she had two children, Homer D. and Edna B. Mr. Peters died in
June, 1910, and Airs. Peters later married George Free and lives in Oxford,
Ohio; William, born October 13, 1872, lives in Camden, Ohio; Lucretia
Ellen, born March 15, 1874, married Henry G. Boesenburg, to whom seven
children were born, four of whom are still living, May L., George, Paul and
Hilda. Mrs. Boesenburg died September 8, 1908; Howard, born April 29,
1876, resides in Camden; Harry W., born November 26, 1877, a l s o resides
in Camden; Jessie, born October 24, 1882, married Charles Benson and
to them five children were born, all of whom are living, James Robert,
Irene, Pauline, Charles R. and Jessie M.; Glenna M., born November 18,
1886, wife of the subject of this biographical narrative, and Margaret C,
born April 15, 1890, who also resides in Camden.
Phillip May, the paternal great-grandfather of Mrs. Simpson, was born
in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, and came to Preble county at a very early
date in the settlement of this section of the state. He was a skilled blacksmith and followed this vocation with success up to the time of his death.
His son, John L. May, grandfather of Mrs. Simpson, was a farmer of prominence in this county, whose death occurred December 29, 1906. He was
born near Eaton November 1, 1822, and on April 18, 1842, was married
to Margaret McGriff, who survived him about one year, her death occurring
in 1907.
William S. May, Mrs. Simpson's father, was an honored soldier in the
Civil War, who is now living a retired life in Camden, enjoying the fruits
of his many years of industrious activity. On November 27, 1863, he enlisted in Company D, Thirty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in
which regiment he did service for the cause of the Union until the fall of
1864, when he was transferred to Company C, Eighteenth Regiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, in which he sened until the close oft the war and was
discharged from the service on May 16, 1865, at Chattanooga, Tennessee.
After the war Mr. May returned to his home in Preble county and resumed

44^

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

farming, which vocation he followed till the year 1870, when he went into
the harness business, opening an establishment in Camden. He was in business three years at Camden and then moved to Lewisburg, this county,
where he continued four years. He next removed to Fairhaven, where he
was in business eleven years. He then moved back to Camden, where he
continued in business until 1911, when he retired.
To Ray R. and Glenna (May) Simpson two children have been born,
Miriam Louise, born March 14, 1906, and Harry Malcolm, born January 7,
1911, who are a continual source of sunshine in the happy home of the
young editor and his wife.
Ray R. Simpson, in addition to his editorial and public duties, finds
time for a proper indulgence in the social and fraternal activities of the
town in which his paper takes so prominent a part in the molding of public
opinion, and is found in the forefront of all movements having to do with
the extension of the public welfare. He is prominent in the activities of the
Masonic order, being a member of the local lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons, as well as a member of the lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the lodge of the Knights of Pythias in Camden,
and a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks at Hamilton.
Ohio. Mr. Simpson's paper is regarded as a fair reflector of the current
life of the community which it so ably serves, and under the present management of the young editor is constantly growing in favor with the people of Preble county.

CHARLES H. MARSHALL.
Dependent very largely upon his own resources from his early youth,
Charles H. Marshall has attained no insignificant success and though he
may have, like most men of affairs, encountered obstacles and met with reverses, he has pressed steadily onward and upward, ever willing to work
for the end in view. His tenacity and fortitude are due, no doubt in a
large measure, to the worthy traits inherited from sterling ancestors, whose
high ideals and correct principles he has ever sought to perpetuate in all of
his personal and business relations of life.
Charles H. Marshall, the present efficient and genial postmaster of
New Paris, Ohio, was born February 10, 1874, in Jefferson township,
Preble county, the son of Alexander and Lydia (Bowman) Marshall, the
former also a native of Jefferson township, the son of Hugh Marshall, a
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native of Virginia, who came west early in life, located in Preble county
and lived here the remainder of his days. Lydia Bowman, Mr. Marshall's
mother, was the daughter of Robert Bowman, a native of Maryland, who
migrated to Ohio and finally to Kansas, where he died.
Alexander and Lydia. (Bowman) Marshall were the parents of four
children, William H., a farmer of Jefferson township; Charles H.. the subject of this sketch; Leonard, deceased; and Edith, who was the wife of
Albert R. Cotterell.
The greater part of Charles H. Marshall's early life was spent in New
Paris, Ohio, and he was graduated from the New Paris high school with
the class of 1891. After his graduation he was employed in a lawn-mower
factory at Richmond, Indiana, and served as foreman of the factory for
fourteen years. In 1906 Mr. Marshall engaged in the cement burial-vault
business at Richmond, Cambridge City and Connersville, Indiana, and is
now proprietor of branch plants in all of these towns. At Richmond Mr.
Marshall is also engaged in the general cement business and there he owns
a large and profitable gravel pit. Every bit of property which Mr. Marshall owns he has acquired by his own labor and his own management.
He now owns the building in which the New Paris postoffice is situated
and also owns his own home in New Paris.
Charles H. Marshall was united in marriage with Myrtle M. White,
a native of Pennsylvania, who was graduated from the schools at Cora,
Pennsylvania. To this union has been born one son, Leonard, born April
30, 1908.
Mr. Marshall is a Democrat and he has been active in county and state
politics. He is the present secretary of the Preble county Democratic central committee and was appointed postmaster of New Paris, August 15,
1913. He still holds this office and is discharging the duties to the entire
satisfaction of the people of the community which he serves. Mr. and
Mrs. Marshall are active members of the Presbyterian church. Fraternally,
Mr. Marshall is a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles and of the
Druids, his membership in both orders being held in the lodges at Richmond, Indiana. Mr. Marshall is an honorable citizen of the city and county
where he lives and his reputation as a successful business man is builded
upon worthy principles of justice and fair dealings. Aside from the cares
of his heavy business connection, Mr. Marshall is a public-spirited citizen
and devotes both his time and his money to worthy public enterprises. He
is one of the most popular residents of Preble county and one of the best
known.
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J O S E P H MARSHALL.
The fourth generation of the Marshall family is included among the
representative citizens of Preble county, that is, the fourth generation in
descent from the ancestor from whom descended the family of the subject
of this biographical sketch, all of whom, in their day and generation have
reflected credit upon the family name and have added no little to the substantial worth of the county in which the first of the family settled one
hundred years ago. This is a fact of which any American family might
well be proud. A centennial of continuous residence in one community is
a matter of which not many families in this comparatively newly settled
section of the country can boast and it is a pleasure for the biographer here
to set out for the consideration of future generations something of the beginnings of the Marshall family in this part of Ohio, and of the lives and
works of the successive descendants of that family in the neighborhood in
which they for so many years have played a prominent part, and where
they are regarded as among the most substantial and respected residents
of the county.
James Marshall, the first of the name to settle in this county, was a
native of Ireland, having been born in the Emerald Isle about the year 1785.
Like so many of the most aggressive and forceful of his compatriots he came
to America upon reaching manhood's estate, bent upon finding in the
glorious new country which had just shaken off the galling yoke of the
hated oppressor, the freedom which so long had been denied his people in
their own loved land. He first tried his fortune in the state of Georgia,
where he married Elizabeth Wilson, also a native of Ireland, but finding
conditions there not what he had expected them to be, moved to Ohio in
the year 1817 and settled in section 5 of Israel township, Preble county,
pre-empting from the government a farm which still is in the possession of
the Marshall family. On this farm he wrought well, doing with conscientious care those things which his hand found to do and he and his
good helpmate effectually "blazed the ways" for their descendants, the
fourth generation of whom today find conditions immeasurably better by
reason of the labors of this faithful pair, the memory of whom is held in
high veneration by those who have followed them in this community.
To the union of James and Elizabeth (Wilson) Marshall were born
nine children. John Marshall, one of these nine, who was born in 1815,
was reared on the home farm, where he remained until his marriage in
1839 to Lydia Stephenson, who was born in 1816 and who died in 1879.
To John and Lydia (Stephenson) Marshall nine children were born. They
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first took a farm in Israel township, near the parental home, west of Fair
Haven. Later they bought the farm east of Fair Haven, where the subject of this sketch was born, and here they reared their family in habits of
industry and in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, all being devout
members of the United Presbyterian church at Fair Haven, a religious
organization whose influence for good in the community, where it so long
has stood faithfully for all things of good report is beyond calculation.
John Marshall followed farming all his life. He was regarded as one of
the most substantial farmers of his neighborhood, a veritable pillar in the
upbuilding of the community life of Israel township, he and his devoted wife
ever being active in all local good works, their memories being held in the
most grateful remembrance throughout that whole section. Politically, John
Marshall was a stanch Republican and though never an office seeker his
counsels always were held of value in the deliberations of the party managers
in Preble county. He died in the year 1886, his wife having preceded him
to the grave several years, her death having occurred in 1879.
Of the nine children born to John and Lydia (Stephenson) Marshall,
five are still living, they and their children doing all that in them lies to
hand down to succeeding generations the excellent heritage of a good name
which descended to them from their sterling forbears. Elizabeth Marshall, now deceased, the first of the nine children above mentioned, was the
wife of William R. Hays; James W. lives in Dayton, Ohio; Mary L.
lives in Dayton with her brother; Joseph, the immediate subject of this
genealogical sketch, is one of the best-known residents of Israel township;
Alexander F. lives at Dayton; Margaret, the wife of William Reed, died
in 1902; John H. was accidentally killed by the caving in of a well in the
year 1888; William S., former treasurer of the township, and one of the
most substantial citizens of Preble county, died May 18, 1908. The fourth
child of Mr. and Mrs. John Marshall died in infancy.
William S. Marshall was born August 3, 1858, and received his early
education in the schools of his native township, which course of instruction
he supplemented with a course in the public schools of Oxford, Ohio. On
December 27, 1881, he married Clara C. Fisher, a daughter of Daniel and
Mary Smith Fisher, and to this union four children were born, all of whom
are still living, as follow: Fred C, born May 26, 1883, lives on a farm on
the west edge of Dixon township; Bertha F., born May 19, 1886, married
Ralph Ross and lives on their farm southwest of Oxford, Ohio; Harry C ,
born September 17, 1889, lives with his mother at Fair Haven; Flora G.,
born March 26, 1893, also lives with her mother at Fair Haven.
(29)
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William S. Marshall followed the life of an active and progressive
agriculturalist all his life. He was a man of excellent executive capacity
and it is undoubted that he exerted a wide and useful influence in his community during his active career. He was a Republican and took a prominent part in the deliberations of his party in local affairs and served for one
term as treasurer of Israel township. He and his family were members of
the Methodist Episcopal church, in the affairs of which they ever took an
active part. For a few years after his death in 1908 his widow remained on
the farm, but in the spring of 1911 she moved into Fair Haven, where she
has a very comfortable home.
Joseph Marshall, the second son and sixth child of John and Lydia
(Stephenson) Marshall, who now occupies the old Marshall farm, though
having retired from the active management of the same some fifteen years
ago, received a common-school education, and, remaining on the home farm,
proved to be his father's mainstay in the conduct of his extensive farming
operations. He never married and still lives in the old homestead, in the
house in which he was born, where he is very comfortably situated and
where he is in a position to take life easily, a privilege of which he is availing himself fully. He has an excellent automobile and finds much pleasure
in going about the neighborhood keeping in close touch with the good folk
with whom his whole life has been spent. Mr. Marshall is one of the most
influential members of the United Presbyterian church at Fair Haveh, in
the social and religious work of which he takes an active and an interested
part. Few men in this county possess more of intrinsic worth than does
Mr. Marshall and he fully merits the very high esteem in which he is regarded by the whole community.

GRANVILLE M. KUMLER.
Success in this life is almost always won by the truly deserving. It
is an axiom demonstrated by human experience that a man gets out of this
life what he puts into it with a reasonable interest on the investment. The
individual who inherits a large estate and adds nothing to his fortune cannot be called a successful man. He who falls heir to a large fortune and increases its value is successful in proportion to the amount he adds to his
possessions. The man who starts in the world unaided and by sheer force
of will controlled by correct principles, forges ahead and at length reaches
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a position of honor among his fellow citizens, achieves success such as representatives of the two former classes can not understand nor appreciate.
To a considerable extent, Granville M. Kumler is a creditable representative of the last class, a class which has furnished much of the bone and
sinew of the country and added to the stability of our government and its
institutions. Mr. Kumler is a successful newspaper man, but he has been
honored by his fellow citizens and is now the mayor of Lewisburg, Ohio.
Granville M. Kumler was born October 13, 1873, in Harrison township,
Preble county, Ohio, the son of Julius A. and Rachel A. (Cullers) Kumler, who were married in 1872 and were the parents of four children: Granville M., who was the eldest; Harry, who lives in Dayton, Ohio; Mrs. Katherine Dunkle, of Brookville, and James A., who resides in Michigan.
Julius A. Kumler was born January 14, 1849, at Lewisburg, Preble
county, Ohio. Upon reaching manhood he became a farmer in Clay township, Montgomery county, Ohio, and was very active in the life of that community. He was a well-read man and keenly interested in literature, being
a great reader of Shakespeare and other standard classics. He taught school
two terms in Montgomery county, Ohio, in an early day and was successful
in this profession. Julius Kumler was the son of Henry P. and Catherine
(Zehring) Kumler, natives of western Ohio. Henry P. Kumler's father
also was named Henry, there having been a Kumler of this name in the
last four generations. The wife of Julius A. Kumler, the mother of Granville M., was born February 5, 1855, ' n Preble county, Ohio, a daughter of
John O. and Mary (Elzter) Cullers, natives of Maryland and Ohio, respectively, both of whom are now living in Brookville, Ohio.
Granville M. Kumler was reared on a farm in Clay township, Montgomery county, having been born on the same farm where his mother was
born. He attended the district schools and the high school of Clay township and also the high school at Union City, Ohio, from which he was
graduated. He taught school in Union City, Ohio, for two terms and later
taught in Montgomery and Preble counties. At the end of this period of
service he went to Dayton, Ohio, and worked for a publishing firm for five
years as a shipping clerk, after which he traveled as a salesman for three
years. In 1906 Mr. Kumler purchased the printing plant which publishes
the Lewisburg Leader. This paper had a circulation at that time of about
five hundred and fifty weekly papers. Mr. Kumler has built up the circulation until it now has a circulation of approximately eleven hundred. In
1909 he was elected mayor of Lewisburg and made an enviable record in
that position of trust and responsibility. He always has been a booster for
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his home county and is a wide-awake and enterprising business man, having
won many friends in consequence of his habits of fair dealing. Mr. Kumler
has property in Lewisburg, comprising five acres of town lots, besides his
residence.
On September 6, 1899, Granville M. Kumler was married to Bessie
Bunger, who was born November 9, 1874, in Harrison township, Preble
county, the daughter of Samuel and Mary (Disher) Bunger, natives of
Preble county, who are now living in Lewisburg, Ohio. Mrs. Kumler was
reared on a farm and was married at the place where she was born. She
was graduated from the Harrison township high school and is a woman of
strong domestic tastes, an excellent housekeeper, a good mother and loving
and devoted to her husband. To this union four children have been born,
Henry, Charles and Kathrvn, all of whom are at home; and Samuel, who
died at the age of five years.
Politically, Mr. Kumler is a Republican. He is a member of the
Lutheran church, the Masonic fraternity and the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, as well as of the United Commercial Travelers of America. He
also is a member of the Buckeye Press Association of Ohio. Mr. Kumler
has done very much, not only for the town in which he lives, but for Preble
county, and no history of this county would be complete that did not carry
the facts of his life's historv.

GEORGE W. REHFUSS.
It is not unfair to judge the success of a man somewhat by the estimation in which he is held by his neighbors and acquaintances. They are
familiar with his life in the family circle and his views on religious, social and
public questions. They are acquainted with his moral standard and, therefore, competent to judge of his merits and demerits. When a man has been
honored repeatedly by the people who know him best, these honors cannot
be regarded except as marks of distinction and credit to his personal worth.
Such a man is George W. Rehfuss, the county auditor of Preble county
Ohio.
George W. Rehfuss was born in Eaton, Ohio, June 3, 1857, the son of
John Martin and Susan J. (Goldsmith) Rehfuss, the former a native of
Germany and the latter of Washington township, Preble county. They had
five children: William, of Newcastle, Indiana; George W., the subject of
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this sketch; Mary Frances, who died at the age of three years; Albert, who
died in 1911, and one who died in infancy.
John Martin Rehfuss was reared in Germany, coming to America and
locating in Eaton, this county, in 1848. He was a currier and tanner and
operated a tannery at Eaton. He died in West Alexandria, Ohio, in 1881,
at the age of twenty-eight. His widow died March 21, 1899, at the age of
sixty-five. They were members of the Christian church, and Mr. Rehfuss
was a member of the Masonic fraternity.
The paternal grandparents of George W. Rehfuss were Martin Rehfuss
and wife, natives of Germany, where they both died. They were the parents of the following children: George, Martin, Catherine, Anna and a
Mrs. Roller.
The maternal grandparents of George W. Rehfuss were William and
Mary (Null) Goldsmith, natives of Delaware, who, about the year 1801,
came to Preble county, Ohio, and settled in Gasper township, where Mr.
Goldsmith was a farmer. He died here at the age of eighty-five and his
wife at the age of eighty-two. They were the parents of seven children,
John, Edward, George, Pliney, Mary Ann, Margaret and Susan.
George W. Rehfuss was reared on his grandfather's farm in Washington township. He attended school at West Alexandria and later was a
student in the Preble county district schools. He lived at home until fourteen years old and then began learning the blacksmith trade, which he followed for fifteen years. At the end of that time Mr. Rehfuss went into the
grocery business in Eaton and remained in that business for eight years. In
1893 Mr. Rehfuss was appointed postmaster at Eaton and served five years
in that capacity, in which he made a splendid record. He then returned to
the grocery business, in which he is now engaged. In November, 1912, he
was elected county auditor, which office he is now filling. He also has
served as township treasurer for two terms and as corporation treasurer for
two terms, being the first Democratic treasurer in thirty years. He was constable of Jackson township at one time. Repeated honors in public positions are the strongest testimonials which could be presented in behalf of
Mr. Rehfuss's efficiency, integrity and courage.
On November 21, 1878, George W. Rehfuss was married to Anna B.
Flora, the daughter of Christian and Sarah (Potter) Flora, to which union
two children have been born, Ernest C. and Pearl S. Ernest C. is employed
in his father's grocery. Pearl S. married William E. Wyatt, and they live
in Elkhart, Indiana. They have one daughter, Anna Belle C, and a son,
Richard George.
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Mrs. Rehfuss was born in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio. Her
father was born near Roanoke, Virginia, and her mother in Preble county.
Her father died in 1907, but her mother is still living. They had four
children, Edwin, Perry C, Lavina and Anna. The paternal grandparents
of Mrs. Rehfuss were natives of Virginia and early settlers in Preble county.
To them were born Jonathan, Christian and Peter. The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Rehfuss were David Potter and wife, who were the parents
of six children, Lou, David, Sarah, Lida, Anna and Susan.
Mr. and Mrs. Rehfuss are loyal members of the Christian church. Mr.
Rehfuss belongs to Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Knights of Pythias Lodge No. 143; the Improved Order of Red Men
No. J2 > a n d Hamilton Lodge No. 93, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks. He is an ardent Democrat and has been active in the councils of his
party in Preble county. The Rehfuss family are socially popular in Preble
county and influential factors in civic and religious enterprises of every
kind.

FLOYD O. PAN SING.
There is nothing which stimulates a man to deeds of worth and a life
of uprightness and rectitude more than the recollection of the strength of
character and example of right living shown by one's father. In this respect,
Floyd O. Pansing, a banker at Verona, Ohio, is fortunate beyond the majority of men. His father was a man of strength and influence in his community and Mr. Pansing always has had before him the splendid example
of an honorable and God-fearing father. In the business affairs of Harrison
county,. Floyd O. Pansing occupies a position of considerable prominence
and is to be ranked among the most influential factors in promoting and
maintaining the agricultural prosperity of this section of Preble county.
Floyd O. Pansing was born March 21, 1886, in Clay township, Montgomery county, Ohio, a son of Frederick and Susan (Spitler) Pansing, who
were the parents of thirteen children. Eight of these thirteen children are
still living: Mrs. Matilda Snorf, of Montgomery county; William, a farmer
of Montgomery county; Mrs. Nora Thomas, of Miami county; Mrs. Callie
Beachler, of New Jersey; Mrs. Effie Beck, of Montgomery county; Dr.
Holley, a physician of Phillipsburg, Ohio, who was graduated from the
Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati; Mrs. Bessie Gaskell, of Dayton, Ohio;
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and Floyd O., whose history is here presented. The deceased children are
Mrs. Emma Snorf, Mrs. Ella Longnecker, Charles, Harley and Russell.
Frederick B. Pansing was born October 25, 1839, in Germany and left
there with his parents when six years of age, settling in Montgomery county,
this state. He engaged in farming in Montgomery county and remained
there until his retirement in 1900, in which year he moved to Verona, this
county. Frederick Pansing is an extensive land owner in Montgomery
county. He was a county infirmary director for two years and was also
township trustee in Clay township. He is now a director of the bank at
Verona. His wife w:as born in April, 1847, in Miami county, Ohio. Mr.
and Mrs. Frederick B. Pansing celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary
on Christmas Day, 1913, and both are still hale and hearty.
Floyd O. Pansing was reared on a farm in Montgomery county, Ohio,
and attended the district and high school of Arcanum. After he finished
his education he began teaching and taught for two terms in the district
schools of Darke county. In July, 1906, he moved to Verona, and was
employed as assistant cashier of the Farmers Bank of Verona. In 1912 Mr.
Pansing went to Dayton and was employed by the Dayton Savings and
Trust Company, where he remained until the Farmers Bank of Verona was
organized, in 1914, and then became cashier of this bank.
The Farmers Bank of Verona is one of the strongest banks for the
amount of its deposits in this part of the country. It is owned by a partnership, under state inspection, and the combined assets of the partners, totalling a half million dollars, is a guaranty to depositors far in excess of the
usual security back of a bank. Early in 1915 the bank moved into its beautiful new building, owned by and occupied exclusively by the bank. Mr.
Pansing is a heavy stockholder in the bank and owns his home and other
property in Verona.
In 1911 Floyd O. Pansing was married to Lucile Coppock, who was
born December 1, 1891, at Laura, Miami county, Ohio, the daughter of
Charles O. and Emma (Henderson) Coppock, natives of Miami county,
Ohio, who are now living at West Milton. Mrs. Pansing was graduated
from the West Milton high school and attended Otterbein University at
Westerville, Ohio, where she took a course in vocal music. She is a talented
musician and is possessed of a voice of rare charm. One son has been
born to this union, Floyd O., Jr.
Politically, Mr. Pansing is an ardent Republican and is one of the town
councilmen of Verona. Religiously, he and his family are members of the
United Brethren church. Mr. Pansing is a member of the Masonic frater-
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nity at Lewisburg and of the chapter at Eaton and the Scottish Rite and
Shrine at Dayton, Ohio. He was one of the youngest members of his class
in the Scottish Rite. Floyd O. Pansing is entitled to much credit for the
persistence with which he has applied himself to his chosen vocation. He
possessed those qualities, however, at the outset which are certain to bring
success and is highly respected and admired by the residents of Harrison
township. He is interested in the prosperity and progress of his home township and the surrounding country and deserves to rank as one of the foremost citizens of the countv.

ELLSWORTH J. HENRY.
Among those men of sterling strength of character who have impressed their vigorous personalities upon the communities of their residence,
and who have borne their full share in the upbuilding and development of
Preble county, Ohio, mention must not be omitted of Ellsworth J. Henry,
of West Alexandria, who long has maintained his home in that thriving
city, where he has exerted a strong influence for the good of the entire community. Mr. Henry is a man of upright principles and is deeply interested
in the advancement of his community along moral, educational and financial
lines. At present he is the assistant cashier of the Farmers and Citizens
Bank, of West Alexandria.
Ellsworth J. Henry was born March 4, 1872, in Warren county, Ohio,,
a son of William and Eliza (Throckmorton) Henry, and is one of three
children born to his parents, the others being Mrs. Ella Crane, now deceased, and Mrs. Viola Minderman, of Farmersville, Ohio.
William Henry was born in 1840, in Twin township, Preble county,
Ohio, and died in 1911. He was a son of Isaac and Lydia Henry. Mrs.
William Henry, who, before her marriage, was Eliza Throckmorton, was
born in Warren county, Ohio, in 1844, a daughter of Edmund and Eliza
(Keever) Throckmorton, natives of New Jersey, and early settlers of Warren county. Her death occurred in 1813.
Ellsworth J. Henry was reared on a farm and attended the district
schools of Twin township and the high school of West Alexandria. In
1893 n e began teaching school at Gratis township and continued in this
work in that place for two terms, after which he went to West Alexandria,
where he was engaged as a clerk in a general merchandise store for four
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years. Subsequently he was appointed postmaster of West Alexandria,
holding that office for six years. H e resigned this office to affiliate himself
with the Farmers and Citizens Bank of W'est Alexandria, of which he is
now a stockholder and assistant cashier. Mr. Henry owns property in West
Alexandria and in Montgomery county, Ohio.
I n the year 1896 Ellsworth J. Henry was married to Nettie Ramsey,.
who was born in 1862, in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio, and who is
a daughter of Benjamin and Matilda (Brower) Ramsey, natives of Preble
county. Mr. and Mrs. Henry have no children.
Ellsworth J. Henry is a Republican and is now holding the office of
clerk of public affairs in West Alexandria. H e was a member of the board
of education for nine years and also clerk of Twin township from 1892 to1893. It is apparent from Mr. Henry's life story that he has been exceptionally active in public affairs, and that he has filled more positions of
public responsibility than most men. He is a man of strong religious impulses, and is an active, consecrated worker in the Methodist Episcopal
church. Fraternally, Mr. Henry is a member of the Knights of Pythias.

G E O R G E W. F L O R Y , M. D.
Preble county has many learned and able physicians and surgeons,
none of whom surpasses Dr. George W. Flory in these respects. The physician is one of the best-loved men in any community, because he commands
the science which controls somewhat the closest of all ties, the home. The
physician not only stands frequently at the parting of the ways between
life and death, but he likewise wards off death by the power of his art. It
is no cause for wonder, therefore, that the physician is much beloved among
men, nor is it strange that Dr. George W. Flory is popular in the community where he practices.
Dr. George W . Flory was born in Gratis township, Preble county,
Ohio, May 26, 1862, the son of David and Lean (Frantz) Flory, natives of
Preble county, and of Springfield, Ohio, respectively. They were the parents of eleven children: Minerva, deceased; Dr. George W., of E a t o n ;
Joseph, deceased; Mary Hannah, the wife of Rev. J. A. Cover, of Modesto,
California; Irvin; Martha, who became the wife of Dr. E. H . Brubaker, of
Newcastle, Indiana; William H., of Valley City, North Dakota; Jennie, t h e
wife of Edward J. Rinehart, of Eaton, Ohio; Jesse D., who lives on the home
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farm near Camden, Ohio; Ada, the wife of George G. Garber, of Brookville, Ohio, and Elmer S., who lives on the home farm in Gratis township,
in this county.
David Flory was reared on a farm in Gratis township, and has always
followed the vocation of a farmer. He also was a minister in the German
Baptist church, of the old school. He owned in the original farm one hundred acres of fine land, which he cleared and improved, and where he reared
his family. As he prospered he gradually added to his original holdings
until he was the owner of three hundred and ninety-six acres. He sold off
about two hundred acres to his sons, and still lives on the home farm,
having reached his eightieth year January 13, 1915. His wife died January
19, 1912, at the age of seventy-one.
The paternal grandparents of Dr. George W. Flory were Henry and
Marylis (Pagan) Flory, natives of Roanoke, Virginia, and South Carolina,
respectively, and early settlers in Preble county, Ohio, where they were
farmers. Henry Flory died at the advanced age of ninety-three, and his
wife at the age of ninety-five. They were the parents of Joseph, Elizabeth,
Mrs. Nancy Brubaker, Abraham, David and Jacob.
The maternal grandfather of Doctor Flory was Daniel Frantz, an
early settler in Clark county, Ohio, who lived six miles from Springfield.
He was a farmer and died at an advanced age. His family consisted of the
following children: Mrs. Hannah Ebersole, Israel, George, Mrs. Sophie
Benson, Mrs. Leah Flory, Mrs. Mary Hurt and Mrs. Tena Flory.
Dr. George W. Flory was reared on his father's farm in Gratis township, attending the district schools of his home neighborhood. He lived at
home until he reached his maturity, when, in 1886, he entered the PhysioMedical College at Indianapolis, Indiana, and was graduated from this institution in 1888, immediately following which he began the active practice
of his profession in Eaton, and has since continued in this city.
On October 14, 1888, Doctor Flory was married to Loretta C. Brubaker, the daughter of John G. and Barbara (Beckner) Brubaker, and to
this union one son has been born, Carl L. Mrs. Flory died February 26,
1912, at the age of forty-four years. She was a member of the Christian
church, was born near Camden, Ohio, and her parents, who also were
natives of Preble county, are now living in West Alexandria. John G. and
Barbara (Beckner) Brubaker were the parents of the following children:
Oscar, Dr. Elmer H., Loretta C. and Ada M. Flory.
The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Loretta C. Flory were Henry and
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Catherine Brubaker. whose children were John G. Henry, deceased, Solomon, Christian and George.
Doctor Flory married, secondly, February n , 1914. Nellv McWhinney,
the daughter of Andrew and Etta (Mings) McWhinney. Doctor Flory and
wife are members of the Christian church, while, fraternally. Doctor Flory
is affiliated with Waverley Lodge No. 143. Knights of Pythias, in which he is
past chancellor. He is a member of the Ohio Eclectic Medical Society and
the Ohio Regular Medical Society. In politics, he is a Republican.
Mrs. Nelly Flory was born in Preble county, Ohio. Her parents also
were natives of the Buckeye state, and both now live in Eaton. They have
three children, Walter, Mrs. Ordena Sauer and Mrs. Nellie Flory. The
paternal grandfather of Mrs. Flory was Stephen McWhinney, and his wife
was "Patsey" McWhinney.
Doctor Flory and his wife are socially popular in Eaton, and both are
interested in civic and social enterprises and active in various forms of public
work.

HENRY P. SMITH.
Among the strong and influential citizens of Preble county, Ohio, the
record of whose lives have become essential parts of the history of this section, Henry P. Smith occupies a prominent place. For many years Mr.
Smith has exerted a beneficent influence in the locality where he resides.
Several elements have been conspicuous in Mr. Smith's career. He is known
for his keenness of perception, his tireless energy, his honesty of purpose
and motive and his every-day common sense, characteristics which have
enabled him not only to advance his own personal interests but also largely
to contribute to the moral and material advancement of Lewisburg and the
surrounding country.
Henry P. Smith was born, January 18, 1850, at Kempfeld, Germany,
the son of Frederick and Katherine (Shale) Smith, to whom eight children
were born, three of whom are living.
Frederick Smith was born on February 5, 1808. in Germany, where
he was a cooper. He came to the United States eight years before the
breaking out of the Civil War and settled at Cincinnati, Ohio, on July 10.
1852. Mr. Smith worked at his trade in Cincinnati until the breaking out
of the war, when he enlisted in Company K, Twenty-eighth Regiment, Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. He served three years and was discharged at Camp
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Dennison, Ohio. After quitting the army, Mr. Smith returned to Cincinnati and resumed work at his trade as a cooper. He followed this trade
until his death, which occurred in 1878'. Mr. Smith's wife was born in
March, 1818, in Germany and died in 1883.
Henry. P. Smith, the subject of this sketch, left Germany with his
parents at the age of two years. When he was old enough to begin his
education, he attended tbe public schools of Cincinnati and when he was
thirteen he began to learn the cigar-maker's trade. After having served his
apprenticeship, he worked in several large western cities. Subsequently, he
took a commercial course at a commercial college in Cincinnati, and in 1873
he became a traveling salesman for a tobacco firm. He followed this line of
activity until 1886, when he came to Preble county, locating at Lewisburg,
where he became engaged in the tobacco business with a partner, under the
firm name of Smith & Parmerlee. In 1901 Mr. Smith's partner died and
since that time the firm has been known as Smith & Company. A. T. Horn
was associated with Mr. Smith after 1901, but is no longer connected with
the firm.
When the Bank of Lewisburg was organized Mr. Smith became president, and he is now a heavy stockholder in the Peoples Banking Company of
Lewisburg. Mr. Smith also is a director and a stockholder of the Interstate.
Stone Company and the Electric Light Company of Lewisburg and stockholder and treasurer of the Lewisburg Telephone Company.
Henry P. Smith was married in 1874 to Anna M. Ruff, who was born
July 28, 1854, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the daughter of George and
Anna (Rehfuss) Ruff, both of whom were natives of Wurtemburg, Germany. George Ruff built the tannery at Lewisburg and was in the tanning
business twenty-five or thirty years. Both Mr. and Mrs. Ruff died at
Lewisburg. One child has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Henry P. Smith,
Pearl C , who was born in 1878 and married J. C. Brinkman, of Cincinnati,
Ohio.
Mr. Smith has been an extensive traveler throughout his life. He has
traveled through most of the states of this country and has visited almost all
of the European countries.
Mr. Smith is a Republican and since attaining maturity has been interested in the local politics of his home community. He has served as a
member of the Lewisburg city council and in 1900 was made mayor and
also chairman and trustee of the city water works. Mr. Smith was largely
instrumental in organizing the water works at Lewisburg. Religiously, Mr.
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and Mrs. Smith are adherents of the German Lutheran church. Fraternally,
Mr. Smith is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. H e is a
creditable representative of the present-day American citizen and is possessed of those admirable qualities and characteristics which have made the
German people substantial citizens throughout the world.

REV. GEORGE WEBER.
One of the most successful ministers of Eaton, Ohio, is the Rev. George
Weber, pastor of the Grace Evangelical Lutheran church. Reverend Weber
was well trained for the ministry, having received a classical education before beginning his theological studies. He is a minister of great persuasive
eloquence and ever since his coming to Eaton, nearly twenty years ago, has
been a leader, not only in religious movements, but also in civic movements
of large importance to the citizens of Eaton. His influence always has been
on the side of the best and noblest things of life. He is ardent, loyal and
true to the profession to which he has set apart his life. The many years
which he has devoted to the ministry of the gospel have been fruitful years
in the Master's vineyard and Reverend Weber has reached a time in life
when the contemplation of his own usefulness and service to humanity is
perhaps the sweetest of all blessings that may come during this period of life.
Rev. George Weber was born in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, March 17,
1839. the son of Conrad and Anna Catherine (Weisbrodt) Weber, natives
of Germany, who were the parents of ten children, John, Gotthardt, Jonathan, Catherine, Elizabeth, George, Emma, Jane, Caroline and Henry.
Conrad Weber, the father of Rev. George Weber, grew to manhood
in Germany and was educated and married there. Three of his children
were born there. • In 1833 he came with his wife and three children to
America, locating in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, where he followed his trade
of shoemaking. A short time later he moved to Somerset, Pennsylvania, and
later engaged in farming near that place, remaining a farmer the rest of his
life. H e came to Ohio in an early day and settled first near New Lisbon.
In 1864 he moved to Michigan and located near Saranac on a farm, where
he died.in 1870, at the age of seventy-three. His wife survived him about
six years and was sixty-seven at the time of her death. They were members of the Lutheran church.
Rev. George Weber was reared on his father's farm, near New Lisbon,

462

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

in Columbiana county, Ohio. He attended the district schools and later
Capital University at Columbus, Ohio. He was first a student of the scientific and classical course and later studied theology in the same university,
from which he was graduated in 1865. He entered at once upon the work
of the ministry, his first charge being at Swan, Noble county, Indiana.
From that point he went to Madisonburg, Wayne county, Ohio, and from
there to Malvern. Carroll county, Ohio, thence to Petersburg, Mahoning
county. He was called to Eaton from Petersburg in 1896 and has been
pastor of the Grace Evangelical Lutheran church since that time. There are
sixty communicants in this church, but since its establishment there have
been many persons confirmed. Reverend Weber also is pastor of the Zion
Evangelical Lutheran church, four miles north of Eaton, which was established over eighty years ago and now has about ninety communicants.
On April 26, 1866, Rev. George Weber was married to Rebecca Witmer,
of Thornville, Ohio, the daughter of Solomon and Anna (Ritter) Witmer,
to which union six children were born, Anna, Oscar, Bertha, Florence, William and one who died in infancy. Of these children, Anna is at home and
is a dressmaker. Oscar is a conductor on the traction line at Dayton. He
married Carrie Rickel and they have six children, Esther, Catharine, William, James, Allen and Miriam. Bertha died at the age of twenty-five. Florence has been a teacher in the Eaton public schools for seventeen years.
William died at the age of nineteen.
Mrs. Weber was born in Perry county, Ohio, September 23, 1845.
Her father was the first white child born in that county. Her mother was
born in Pennsylvania. They both died in Perry county, her father at the
age of fifty-one and her mother at the age of eighty-four. Six children
were born to Solomon and Anna (Ritter) Witmer, George, Rebecca, Elizabeth, Solomon, John and Susan. The father of Mrs. Weber was twice
married, his first wife having been a Miss Lantz, of Lancaster, Ohio, to
which union seven children were born, David, Sarah, Isaac, Mary Magdalena,
Lydia, Samuel and Catherine.
The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Weber were Philip and Anna
Catherine Ritter, who were the parents of Samuel, Anna, Mary, Rebecca,
John, George and Peter Ritter.
Reverend Weber is held in high veneration by the communicants of his
church and the citizens of Eaton and Preble county. He has done a noble
work since his coming to Eaton and is loved, honored and respected as are
few men in Preble county.
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DR. CHARLES H. HARRIS.
There is no class of men to whom greater gratitude is due from the
world at large than the self-sacrificing, sympathetic, noble-minded men
whose work is the alleviation of suffering and ministering to the afflicted.
Theirs is the work of lengthening the span of human existence. There is
no standard by which the influence of the good physician can be measured.
Their helpfulness is limited only by the extent of their knowledge and skill.
Their power goes hand in hand with the wonderful laws of nature that
spring from the very source of life itself. Someone has aptly said, "He
serves God best who serves humanity most." Among the physicians and
surgeons of Preble county who have risen to prominence in their profession
is Dr. Charles H. Harris, whose career is that of a broad-minded, conscientious worker in the sphere to which his life and energies have been devoted.
Doctor Harris possesses a profound knowledge of his profession and this
has won for him a leading place among the distinguished medical practitioners of his day and generation in New Paris and Preble county.
Dr. Charles H. Harris, physician and surgeon of New Paris, Ohio,
was born in Morgan county, Ohio, February 26, 1867, the son of Stacy and
Beulah (Bullock) Harris, both of whom were natives of Morgan county,
Ohio. Five children were born to Doctor Harris's parents, three of whom
are now living: George, who was graduated from Ada College and Oberlin
College, and is bookkeeper for the Cleveland Gas Company; Cora, the wife of
Oliver McWick; and Dr. Charles H., the subject of this sketch.
Dr. Charles H. Harris's boyhood days were spent on a farm in Morgan
county, Ohio. He was graduated from the common schools at the age of
sixteen and immediately began to teach school. After teaching for two
years he began the study of medicine and, in the meantime, worked in a
drug store for six years. His preceptor during this period was Dr. Emmet
Gatewood, of Clintonville, Ohio. Doctor Harris entered the Starling Medical College at Columbus, Ohio, and was graduated with the class of 1890.
He then entered the Jefferson Medical College at Philadelphia and was graduated from that institution in 1891 with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
Upon receiving his degree, Doctor Harris located at Lowell, Ohio, and
practiced there until June, 1909, in which year he located at New Paris,
Ohio, where he purchased the drug store of Doctor Lyne and operates this
store now in connection with the practice of medicine. Doctor Harris was
the preceptor of Wilson M. Sprague, M. D., of Byesville, Ohio, and of S. V.
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Wilking, M. D., of Butte, Montana, both of whom were graduated from
the Starling Medical College with the class of 1898.
Dr. Charles H. Harris was married to Loella Hopp, of Lowell, Washington county, Ohio, to which union two children have been born, Emmett
G, who is a student in the New Paris high school, and Helen M., who is a
student in the graded school at New Paris.
Doctor Harris is a prominent member of the Darke County (Ohio)
Medical Association, the Ohio State Medical Association and the American
Medical Society, and is local medical examiner for several insurance companies. Fraternally, Doctor Harris is a member of Lowell Lodge No. 438,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a past grand of this lodge. He
also is a member of Buell Lodge No. 395, Knights of Pythias, in which he
is a past chancellor and is also a member of the grand lodge of the Knights
of Pythias. He not only stands for the best things in life, but has made a
pre-eminent success of his profession, a success which is well deserved because of his great professional ability and his painstaking regard and consideration for the higher and greater duties of the medical profession.

CHARLES E. MICHAEL.
Among the enterprising and progressive citizens of Washington township, Preble county, Ohio, none stands higher in the esteem of his fellow
citizens than Charles E. Michael, who has for some time been actively
engaged in the pursuit of agriculture and stock raising, and the years of his
residence in Preble county have but served to strengthen the feeling of
admiration on the part of his neighbors and acquaintances. Mr. Michael,
the proprietor of "Rock Valley Farm," situated two miles north of Eaton
on the Greenville road, is an honorable and highly-respected citizen of the
•community where he resides.
Charles E. Michael was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, July 25,
1870, the son of George P. and Sarah (Myers) Michael. George P.
Michael was born in Maryland December 9, 1834, a son of John and Charlotte (Dull) Michael. John Michael was a son of Peter Michael, who came
from Maryland in an early day and located near Sunbury, Ohio. John
Michael was married in his native state of Maryland and moved to Sunbury with his parents, but later moved to a farm near Liberty, Montgomery
county, Ohio, and there he spent the remainder of his life and reared his
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family. He and his wife were the parents of eight children, all of whom
were residents and highly-respected citizens of Montgomery county, Ohio.
George P. Michael was reared on his father's farm and was educated
in the common schools of Montgomery county. He was twice married, first
to Sarah Myers, in February, 1856, to which union were born eight children,
as follow: Ella, the wife of Martin Young; Noah, deceased; Mary A., unmarried; Lucinda, the wife of C. T. Mathias; Emma, the wife of George
W. Weaver; Amanda, the wife of Perry Forest, and Perry, who married
Loretta Rawheat. The mother of these children died in January, 1874, and
afterwards George Michael married Mary Rauch, to which second union
three children were born: Jesse P., George O. and Albert I. Mrs. Mary
Michael died in 1908, and Mr. Michael is now a resident of Germantown,
Ohio. He has been a life-long member of the United Brethren church and
has held many important offices in that denomination.
Charles E. Michael, with whom this narrative deals, is the youngest
child of his father's first marriage, and was reared on his father's farm in
Jackson township, Montgomery county, Ohio. He received his early education in the district schools of his home township, and in 1890-92 was a
student in Otterbein University, at Westerville, Ohio, where he took the
classical course. After leaving college he engaged in teaching, beginning
his service in this connection in the schools of Montgomery and Preble
counties, and continued in this work for seven years.
Since Mr. Michael's marriage he has lived in Preble county, Ohio, five
years of this time having been spent in Eaton. Mr. Michael's farm consists
of one hundred and forty-nine acres. He is an extensive breeder of highgrade stock, including much that is registered, and has met with an eminent
degree of success in this line.
On February 16, 1904, Charles E. Michael was married to Dora Fadler, daughter and fourth child of John and Mary (Saur) Fadler. John F.
Fadler was born in Germany and came to the United States, locating in
Preble county, Ohio, where he lived until his death in 1900. His wife survived him until 1907. They were the parents of six children, three of
whom are living; the other two being William H., who is unmarried and
lives in Phoenix, Arizona, and Charles D., who married Ida Flora and lives
in Lanier township.
Charles E. Michael and wife are the parents of two children: Dorothy
E., born July 2, 1907, and Robert H., born November 16, 1910.
The Michael family are members of the First Christian church, of
(30)
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Eaton, Ohio, and active workers in the congregation to which they are attached. Mr. Michael is a Republican, but has never taken an especially
active part in political affairs. Mr. and Mrs. Michael, are popular in the
community in which they live, having a host of friends in Eaton and Washington township, and Mr. Michael must be considered as one of the representative citizens of Preble county.

HON. OSCAR SHEPPARD.
One of Preble county's best-known citizens, a man who for many years
was prominent in the official life of the state of Ohio, who served with distinction as a member of the various institutional boards, who was a distinguished member of both branches of the Ohio General Assembly and who is
an able lawyer, is the Hon. Oscar Sheppard, of West Alexandria. One of
the distinctive functions of this volume is to recognize those citizens of
Preble county, who stand pre-eminent in their professional world and in this
connection the Hon. Oscar Sheppard is entitled to wide recognition. Not
only has he attained an enviable standing in the legal profession, but he is
likewise one of the leaders of the commercial and industrial life of Preble
county. His part in the building of railroads, which has added so much
to the growth and progress of his native town, justly entitles him to the
high honor and unselfish esteem bestowed upon him by his neighbors and
fellow townsmen.
Oscar Sheppard was born on a farm in the highlands of Muskingum
county, Ohio, July 15, 1845, the son of Lenox and Ellen (McLain) Sheppard. His father was a native of Somerset, Pennsylvania, born in 1815,
and his mother w a s a native of Muskingum, county, Ohio.
The paternal grandparents of Oscar Sheppard were Lenox and Sarah
(Elderton) Sheppard, who came from Somerset, Pennsylvania, to Muskingum county, Ohio, when Lenox. Jr., was eight years old. The Sheppards
came to America long before the Revolution and the McLains were of ScotchIrish origin. The maternal grandparents of Mr. Sheppard were Alan and
Elizabeth (Beckwith) McLain. On both sides of his family, Mr. Sheppard's ancestors have mostly been farmers.
Lenox Sheppard, Jr., the father of Hon. Oscar Sheppard, operated a
farm in Muskingum county, Ohio, and also conducted a large cooperage
shop at Circleville. In 1854 *"s w ^ e mec ^ an<^ t w 0 y e a r s later he removed
with his family to Licking county, Ohio,. where he purchased, a farm -near
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the city of Newark, where he lived until 1875, in which year he retired and
spent the remainder of his life in Newark, his death occurring in 1882.
Oscar Sheppard was the second of five children. Nelson W., the eldest
child, enlisted in the Seventy-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry and
was wounded in the Red River campaign. He died on a steamer while
being transported to the hospital and his body lies in the National cemetery
at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Edith E., the third child, is the widow of Wilson
S. White and lives at Newark. William M. is a retired agricultural implement dealer, of Newark. Edgar Lenox, the youngest, was killed in the
collapse of a building at Newark. Oscar Sheppard's father was an early
and life-long member of the Methodist church. He was a Republican and
before the foundation of the Republican party was an ardent Abolitionist.
At the outbreak of- the Civil War, Oscar Sheppard was attending the
country schools of Licking county. With two other schoolmates, he enlisted in Company C, Twenty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
July 18, 1861, being then only sixteen years old. He took part in a great
many severe engagements during the.war, among which were the following:
Lexington, Missouri, September 19, 1861; Springfield, Missouri, November
1, 1861; Blackwater, Missouri, December 18, 1861 ; Little Blue River, Missouri, December 21, 1861; New Madrid, Missouri, March 3 to April 7,
1862; Tiptonville, Tennessee, April 8, 1862; Island No. 10, April 8, 1862;
Fort Pillow, Tennessee, April 13, 1862; Monterey, Tennessee, April 29,
1862; Farmington, Mississippi, May 3 to May 30, 1862; Corinth (siege),
Mississippi, May 5 to May 8, 1862; Iuka, Mississippi, September 19, 1862;
Corinth, Mississippi, October 3-4, 1862; Parker's Crossing and Clifton,
Tennessee, December 31, 1862; Tuscumbia, Alabama, April 24, 1863; Town
Creek, Alabama, April 28, 1863; Nonconnah Creek, Tennessee, June 29,
1863; Decatur, Alabama, March 8, 1864; Snake Creek Gap, Georgia, May 9,
1864; Resaca, Georgia, May.9 to May 16, 1863; Oostenaula River Bridge,
Georgia, May 13, 1864; Dallas, Georgia, May 25 to June 4, 1863; Kenesaw
Mountain, Georgia, June 9 to June 30, 1863; Kenesaw Mountain (general
assault), June 27, 1863; Kenesaw Mountain (capture), July 3, 1863; Nicko-jack Creek, Georgia, July 3 to July 5, 1864; Ruff's Mills, Georgia, July 4,
1864; Chattahoochee River, Georgia, July 5-10, 1864; Peach Tree Creek,
Georgia, July 19, 1864, and Atlanta, Georgia, July 22, 1864.
At Atlanta, Georgia, on July 22, Mr. Sheppard was severely wounded,
and after some weeks in the field hospital was sent home on a thirty-days'
furlough, at the expiration of which time he was sent to a large convalescent
camp at Decatur, Georgia, where he was detained for duty in the provost
marshal's office. At this camp was organized a provisional division under
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Gen. Thomas Francis Meagher, in which Mr. Sheppard was placed in command of a company. The organization went to Nashville, Tennessee, and
from there to Cincinnati, Baltimore and Annapolis. From the latter point
they took a steamer to Beauford. They marched inland to join their various
regiments under General Sherman, and while on the way had several engagements, the principal one at Kingston, North Carolina. Mr. Sheppard rejoined his regiment at Bentonville, and was in the battle at that place March
21, 1865. Later the regiment went to Goldsboro, Raleigh and Johnston's
Station, and was present at the surrender of Johnston's army at Durham Station. After the 4th of July, 1864, Mr. Sheppard was the youngest man in his
regiment. Before being mustered out he was promoted from corporal to
regimental sergeant-major, the highest non-commissioned office. He went
with his regiment to Washington, D. C , and participated in the Grand Review, and was mustered out at Louisville, Kentucky, on July II, 1865, after
four years of service in the Union army.
At the close of the war, Mr. Sheppard returned home and entered high
school at Newark. During his last years there, he served as substitute
teacher, following which he entered the National Normal School at Lebanon,
Ohio, taking an elective course. He attended school and taught alternately
to earn the money to complete his education.
In the fall of 1869 Mr. Sheppard came to Preble county to teach a
district school. Two years later he located in West Alexandria and for.the
next six years was principal of the West Alexandria schools. During the
time he was teaching, Mr. Sheppard studied law with Judge Reece, of
Newark, Ohio, and with Campbell & Gilmore, of Eaton. In 1877 he was
admitted to the bar. He began his practice at West Alexandria and has been
continuously engaged in the practice of law since that date.
In 1877 Mr. Sheppard was married to Alice Carey Gale, the daughter
of John and Catherine (Halderman) Gale. Mrs. Sheppard is a sister of
Oscar Gale, whose biographical sketch may be found elsewhere in this volume and in which the genealogy of the Gale family is given. To Oscar and
Alice Carey (Gale) Sheppard three children have been born, all of whom
were graduated from the West Alexandria high school, Bayard G, Ruth
and Marie. Bayard G. took a course in civil engineering at the Lebanon
State Normal and for several years was assistant county surveyor and engaged in railroad construction. Ruth took a musical course at Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware and married C. D. Coffman. They reside in
Wheeling, West Virginia. Marie attended the Oxford Normal and for
several, years has been a teacher in the West Alexandria public schools.
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Mr. Sheppard has been a Republican all his life. For ten years he
served as a member of the board of school examiners for Preble county.
In 1881 he was elected to the state Legislature and was re-elected in 1883.
In the Legislature he served on the following committees: Insurance,
library, military affairs, revision and schools and school lands. In 1897 he
was elected a state senator for Preble and Montgomery counties and was
re-elected in 1899. During his first term he served on the following committees : Benevolent institutions, finance, judiciary, municipal corporations
No. 1, military affairs, penitentiary, railroads and telegraphs, rules and taxation, being chairman of the latter committee. During his second term, Mr.
Sheppard served as president pro tern of the Senate, by the unanimous choice
of the Republican members of that body. He also served on the following
committees: Railroads and telegraph, benevolent institutions, penitentiary,
soldiers' and sailors' home, fees and salaries, military affairs, taxation and
rules, being chairman of the two latter committees. While chairman of the
committee on rules, he codified and consolidated the rules of both Senate
and House and brought them together in a single volume. From 1892
to 1898, first by appointment by Governor McKinley, he was one of the
trustees of the Dayton state hospital. He resigned this position upon his
election to the Senate. During 1902 and 1903, by appointment by Governor
Harris, he served as a member of the board of trustees for the Ohio state
school for the blind. From 1884 to 1887 Mr. Sheppard's time was taken up
largely with the construction and routing of the Cincinnati Northern Railroad. He was instrumental in having this road come through West Alexandria and follow the route which it does. For a number of years after
this road was built, and until it became a part of the Vanderbilt system,
Mr. Sheppard was a member of its board of directors. Mr. Sheppard was
one of the incorporators and builders of the Dayton & Western traction line,
running from Dayton to Eaton, Ohio, and is attorney for the Twin Valley
Bank at West Alexandria.
Mr. Sheppard is a member of the Masonic fraternity and of the Grand
Army of the Republic. When one recounts what Oscar Sheppard has done
for and in behalf of the town where he has spent most of his life and the
town which he calls his home, no further evidence is needed of his active
public spirit. Throughout his long life he has stood for the best things and
well merits the universal esteem with which he is blessed in these latter
days. Few men in Preble county have been possessed of wider influence
than Oscar Sheppard and few men.have used that influence more unselfishly
than he.
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HENRY CFIAMBERS.
It is by no means an easy task to describe within the limits of this
review the characteristics of a man who has led an active and eminently
useful life and who, by his own exertions has reached a position of honor
and trust in the community where he lives, but biography finds justification,
nevertheless, in recording the essential facts of such a life history, since the
public claims a certain interest in the career of every individual and the time
invariably arrives when it is proper to present the proper color of publicity.
Henry Chambers is a man who has risen from the ranks of enterprising
farmers to a position of responsibility and trust in the town of Lewisburg,
and is now serving Lewisburg and the surrounding country in the position
as postmaster.
Henry Chambers was born January 31, 1857, m Twin township, Preble
county, Ohio, a son of John and Elizabeth (Hoerner) Chambers, to whom
eight children were born, only two of whom are now living, Mrs. Mary
Meier, of West Alexandria, this county, and Henry Chambers, whose life
history is here presented.
John Chambers was born July 21, 1807, in New Jersey. In his youth
he moved to Warren county, Ohio, and was there reared on a farm. Subsequently he taught school and in 1828 he came to Preble county and engaged
in farming in Twin township, where he remained until his death, in 1881.
His wife, who was Elizabeth Hoerner, was born in 1811, in Pennsylvania,
and died January 23, 1892. She was a daughter of John and Catherine
(Wolf) Hoerner, also natives of Pennsylvania, where they lived all of their
lives.
Henry Chambers was reared on his father's farm arid attended the
district schools. He remained at home until he was eighteen years old and
then began farming for himself on rented land, continuing to farm in that
fashion until 1881, in which year he purchased fifty acres of land in Harrison township. This farm was unimproved, having only an old log cabin
and a small barn in the way of buildings, both of which Mr. Chambers dismantled, erecting in their stead buildings of a substantial character. He
specialized as a truck farmer and was also a poultry fancier, making a
specialty of Leghorn chickens, and for many years was very successful in
this line of activity.
In 1875 Mr. Chambers was married to Barbara Ann Ott, who was born
in 1856, in Noble county, Indiana, the daughter of John and Barbara (Link)
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Ott. To this union nine children have been born, as follows: John F.. who
was graduated from King's College of Oratory at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
and is now a lecturer under engagement with the Ridpath Lyceum Bureau,
and lives at Tunkhannock, Wyoming county, Pennsylvania; Horace A.,
an electric motorman, lives in Dayton, Ohio; Henry, a farmer in Harrison
township; William A., auditor of the telegraph department of the Pennsylvania Railroad lines, with headquarters at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Vernon, deceased; Carrie E., assistant postmaster at Lewisburg: Mrs. Cora
Thompson, a resident of Germantown, Ohio: Howard, a student at the
Southwest University, Columbus, Ohio, where he is taking a course in
pharmacy, and Cecelia, at home.
In 1911 Mr. Chambers moved to Lewisburg. having been appointed
postmaster of that village by President Taft. He is a stanch Republican,
having cast his first vote for Robert E. Lowry, the editor of this work, when
the latter was a candidate for state senator. Before his appointment as
postmaster, Mr. Chambers had served three years as trustee of Harrison
township and he had served on the school board for about fifteen years.
The Chambers family are active and earnest members of the Evangelical
Lutheran church, and Mr. Chambers is a member of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows. Not only is Mr. Chambers well known in the community
in which he lives, but he is a man of excellent reputation throughout the
county and in every way merits the good opinion of his neighbors and
friends.

TESSE C. ROBERTS.
Each generation necessarily, builds upon the foundation laid by preceding generations. According to the firmness of the foundation the superstructure will be substantial or not. The future, of course, must be the
judge of what character of foundation has been laid for the social, moral
and commercial edifice being erected by the citizens of Preble county, Ohio.
However, from what the present historian notes of the high character, the
determination of purpose and the exalted standards of conduct maintained
by the leaders of thought and action in this section of the state in their work
of carrying on the labors of those who wrought so wisely and securely in
the past, it hardly can be doubted that the superstructure of the coming
civilization of this region will be all that the present generation may hope
for those who shall come after. It is partly the purpose of this volume to

472

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

preserve for the future some account of the lives and the labors of those
who now are doing so well their part in bearing aloft the torch of civilization in this region, and it, therefore, is fitting and proper that biographies be
here presented of those who are the leaders in this noble work. As such a
purpose would be but incompletely carried out without the introduction of
the biography of the gentleman whose name forms the caption of this
modest sketch, it is a pleasure for the biographer here to present for the
consideration of the future historian a brief resume of the life's history of
former Postmaster Jesse C. Roberts, of West Elkton, Ohio, a prominent
merchant of that thriving little city.
Jesse C. Roberts was born September 2, 1870, the son of John B. and
Mary C. (Mikesell) Roberts, the former of whom was born in Wayne
township, Butler county, Ohio, and the latter of whom was a native of
Gratis township, Preble county.
John B. Roberts was born February 15, 1842, a son of Walter and
Hannah (Conarroe) Roberts, the former of whom was a native of South
Carolina and the latter of whom was a native of New Jersey. Walter
Roberts, when a small boy, came to Ohio with his parents, who settled on
a farm in Wayne township, Butler county, where they spent the remainder
of their lives. Hannah Conarroe, when a girl of ten, came to Ohio with her
parents, the latter settling in the same neighborhood as had been selected
by the Robertses as a place for a new home. Walter and Hannah there
grew up together, attending the same., school. and participating in the same
social pleasures and there they were married. To this happy union twelve
children were born, William, Rachel, Mary, Margaret, Enoch, Amy A.,
John B., Earl N., Walter, Elisha and Eliza (twins) and Caleb. Of this
large family but four are now living, as follow: Enoch, who lives in Boston, Indiana; John B., who lives on a farm north of West Elkton; Earl N.,
who lives in Canyon City, Colorado, and Elisha, who lives in Gratis township, this county.
For a time after his marriage with Hannah Conarroe, Walter Roberts
lived on a farm in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio, but presently selling
this farm they moved to Butler county, where they bought another farm
and on this they spent the remainder of their lives, the death of Mr. Roberts
occurring at the age of sixty-two, his widow surviving for many years, she
living to the ripe old age of eighty-eight. This worthy couple was regarded
as among the most influential and useful residents of the neighborhood in
which they lived and the memory of their good deeds lives after them.
John B. Roberts, father of the immediate subject of this interesting
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biographical sketch, was united in marriage November 22, 1868, with Mary
Catherine Mikesell, a native of Gratis township, a daughter of Andrew and
Elizabeth (Swisher) Mikesell. To this union there was born one son, Jesse
Clayton, present postmaster at West Elkton and a prominent merchant of
that town. In addition to the rearing of this son, Mr. and Mrs. Roberts also
reared Otto Ferst, whom they took from the children's home when he was
ten years of age. Otto Ferst, who now is owner of one of the finest farms
in Gratis township, received his education in the district schools of the township and married Elizabeth Stubbs, to which union four children were born,
Howard, Arthur, Russell and Esther. The mother of these children died in
1912.

John B. Roberts owns a fine farm of seventy acres about one-half mile
north of West Elkton, where he and Mrs. Roberts are living in much comfort, enjoying the highest confidence and esteem of the entire neighborhood.
Both are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in the various activities
of which they take an earnest and prominent part, and are equally active in
all the good works of the community.
Jesse Clayton Roberts, only son of John B. and Mary Catherine
(Mikesell) Roberts, received his education in the public schools of West
Elkton and was graduated from the high school of that town with the class
of 1889. This excellent schooling he supplemented with a course in the Nelson Business College at Cincinnati, after which he began clerking in a store.
His experience in this position determined him to enter a commercial life,
and on March 1, 1899, he opened a general store of his own in West Elkton,
which he has continued to manage with much success. The Roberts store
is one of the largest stores in West Elkton and well merits the fine patronage
which it receives from the people of that town and surrounding community.
Mr. Roberts' popularity as a merchant and as a citizen was demonstrated
twelve years ago when he received the appointment as postmaster of West
Elkton, a position which he filled in such a manner as to create general satisfaction among the people of the large section covered by the operations of
the West Elkton postoffice. He retired from this office April 1, 1915, after
nearly thirteen years of service.
On March 15, 1889, Jesse Clayton Roberts was united in marriage with
Ada E. Faust, daughter of C. H. and Jennie E. (Denice) Faust, the former of
whom is a native of Pennsylvania, having been born in Norristown. that
state, and the latter of whom was born in Franklin, Ohio. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Faust are still living and have a very comfortable home in West Elkton, where they enjoy the esteem and regard of all who know them. Three
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children were born to them, only one of whom, Mrs. Roberts, is now living.
Mrs. Roberts is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church at West Elkton and takes a prominent part in the various activities of the congregation
of the same.
Mr. Roberts is a Republican and for years has taken an active
part in the deliberations of the managers of that party in Preble county,
his counsel and advice being received with the most respectful consideration
.on the part of the party leaders, his fine executive ability and experience in
public affairs giving weight to his judgments, which have proved valuable
to his party. He is a member of Lodge No. 259, Knights of Pythias, at
Camden, Ohio, and is one of the most active workers therein. In all matters affecting the public welfare he ever displays his interest and ever is
found in the forefront of those who are seeking most earnestly the advancement of the community's best ends, measuring up to the full stature of the
good, alert American citizen who has his country's best interests ever at
heart.

CHARLES ELMER COX.
Progressive, wide-awake men of affairs make a real history of a community. Their influence is a potential factor in the body politic which is
difficult to estimate. The. example they furnish of patient purpose 'and
steadfast integrity illustrates what each person may accomplish. There is
always a measure of satisfaction in referring to their achievements, the faithful personal performances upon which the prosperity of the community so
much depends. One of the worthy citizens of Preble county who belongs to
this class is Charles Elmer Cox, the manager of the telephone company at
Eaton. Mr. Cox is in every way a representative citizen in the city in which
he lives, the best interests of which he has done so much to advance.
Charles Elmer Cox was born in Castine, Darke county > Ohio, March 9,
1868, the son of Meredith and Elizabeth (Fudge) Cox, the former a native
of Virginia and the latter of Ohio, who were the parents of eleven children,
as follow: Jennie, the wife of J. M. Sawyer, of New Paris, Ohio; Mary
Isabel, deceased, who was the wife of H. J. Gephart; Susan, the wife of Irvin
Kisling, of Washington township; Wilson, of Richmond, Indiana; Alice, the
widow of Charles McMechan, of Washington township; Laura, who died in
infancy; Charles E., of Eaton; Frank, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; M. Orlando,
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of Hoopeston, Illinois; Bertha, the wife of C. R. Chappel, of Whittier, California; and Edna, who died at the age of seventeen years.
Meredith Cox was reared in Preble county and operated a saw-mill,
living most of the time in Jackson township. His wife died in 1881 at the
age of forty-four. She was a Universalist. After moving to Carthage,
Missouri, Mr. Cox married again and died there in 1894, at the age of sixtytwo.
The paternal grandparents of Charles E. Cox were natives of Virginia
and early settlers in Preble county, where the grandfather died, the death of
the grandmother occurring later in Missouri. Meredith was the only child born
to this union. The maternal grandparents of Charles E. Cox were George
and Mary (Disher) Fudge, pioneer farmers of Monroe township, Preble
county, where they died well advanced in years. They had nine children,
George, Joseph, Jane, Elizabeth, Susan, Wilson and three who died young.
Charles Elmer Cox was reared in Preble county, received his elementary
education in the country schools and was graduated from the New Paris
high school in 1888, after which he taught school in Jackson township for
thirteen years, at the end of which time he took charge of the Eaton telephone plant of the Eaton Telephone Company and has been its manager for
fourteen years.
On July 19, 1890, Charles E. Cox was married to Linnie Zeek, the
daughter of John and Jane (Bosworth) Zeek. She died May 30, 1903, at the
age of thirty-seven. There was but one daughter born to this union, Marv
Opal. Mr. Cox married, secondly, January 29, 1906, Mrs. Zula May, the
widow of William May and daughter of John and Jerusha Stewart. Three
children were born to this second union, Everett Franklin, Elizabeth Jerusha
and Marjorie Maxine.
Mr. Cox's first wife. Mrs. Linnie (Zeek) Cox, was born in Indiana,
where her parents lived, both of whom are now dead. They had two children, Linnie and James, the latter dying in infancy. Her paternal grandfather was Isaac Zeek, among whose children were John, Newton, Rosa and
Mrs. Deacon. Her maternal grandparents were the parents of Cornelius,
Richard, Austin, Ann, Mary and Jane.
Mrs. Zula (Stewart) Cox was born near Camden, Ohio, December 5,
1875. Her parents were natives of Ohio, her mother dying in 1904 while
her father is still living. . They had three children, Cinna, George and Zula.
Mrs. Zula Cox had one daughter, Gladys May, by her former marriage, who
married Raymond Harris and has one child, Martha.
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Cox are active and devoted members of the
Christian church at Eaton, of which he is clerk and chorister. Mr. Cox is
a member of Waverley Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias, and is past
chancellor and present deputy chancellor of that lodge. Mr. Cox is independent in his politics, preferring to support particular men rather than
particular parties.
Mr. Cox is the patentee of the Cox multiple lightning arrester for the
protection of telephone equipments from excessive currents. In every sense
he is a representative citizen of Preble county, honored by the people who
know him, respected in business and popular in social life.

ARCHIBALD MONROE CAMPBELL.
One of Preble county's best known and most representative citizens,
one who belongs to two very old families of the county and one who has
performed public duties with conscientious purpose and personal efficiency,
is Archibald M. Campbell, deputy sheriff of Preble county.
Archibald Monroe Campbell was born in Jackson township, Preble
county, August 29, 1842, the son of Archibald and Indiana (Larsh) Campbell, natives of Knoxville, Tennessee, and Kentucky, respectively. They were
the parents of Cornelius, deceased; Eldred R., of Emporia, Kansas;' Benjamin F., deceased; George Washington and Thomas Jefferson (twins),
the first being deceased and the latter now living at Frankton, Indiana; J.
Vance, deceased; Minerva J., the wife of Thomas Bulla, of Campbellstown,
Preble county; Archibald M., of Eaton; Mary Ann, the wife of James Shafer, of Campbellstown; and two who died young.
Archibald Campbell, Sr., who was born on January 5, 1803, was a
boy of twelve or fourteen when he came with his parents from Tennessee
to Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio. His wife came when she was
about twelve and they were married in Preble county and settled in the
woods, which they cleared and improved. They owned two farms, one of
one hundred and seven acres and the other of one hundred and sixty acres.
They built the third house on the first of these farms. Mr. Campbell died
at the age of seventy and his wife at the age of ninety-seven.
The paternal grandparents of Archibald M. Campbell were John and
Sarah (Vance) Campbell, pioneers of Preble county. John Campbell was
of Scotch origin, his paternal ancestors having emigrated to the English
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colonies on this side of the Atlantic at an early date. The family settled
in Pennsylvania, where they remained for many years, and where John
Campbell grew to manhood, and where he married Sarah Vance, soon after
which event he moved to Tennessee, settling near Knoxville, where he was
engaged in farming until 1817, in which year he removed to Ohio, settling
in the wilds of Preble county with his wife and ten children. He located in
Jackson township, about eight miles northwest of the county seat, where
he resided the remainder of his life, his death occurring in 1847, n e then
being eighty-seven years of age. His widow survived him eleven years, she
being eighty-six years of age at the time of her death. John and Sarah
(Vance) Campbell were the parents of eleven children, Samuel, Jane, Elizabeth, Archibald, Mary, James, Andrew, Robert, William, Alexander P.
and Nancy.
The elder Archibald Campbell grew to manhood on the parental farm
and at the age of twenty-two married Indiana Larsh, daughter and only child
of Lewis and Anna (Bibby) Larsh, natives of Kentucky and pioneers of
Preble county, they having been early settlers in Dixon township, where, on
a farm six miles west of Eaton, they spent their last days. Lewis Larsh
was a soldier in the War of 1812 and in the early days built flatboats on
which goods were transported down the river to New Orleans, the custom
then being to float the freight down the river, the barges necessarily being
left at the terminal port, the owner of the same, after disposing of his cargo,
being compelled to make the return trip on foot, a not uncommon experience
for Lewis Larsh.
Archibald Monroe Campbell was born and reared in Preble county and
has always considered this county his home. He grew up on his father's
farm and remained there until he was twenty-eight years old. After his
marriage he bought a farm but on account of the panic of 1876 he was compelled to sell it. He then rented land for several years in Jackson township.
In 1890 he moved to Boston, Indiana, and lived there seven years. He then
spent twelve years in Richmond, Indiana, doing carpenter work in the shops
there. Finally he returned to Jackson township, this county, and lived there
nearly three years, at the end of which time he was appointed deputy sheriff
and moved to Eaton, the county seat, where he now resides.
On November 9, 1869, Mr. Campbell was married to Isabel Smith, the
daughter of Stephen A. and Pierrie (Gregg) Smith, to which union six children were born, Linetta, Clara, Ora, Archibald, Sadie and one who died in
'infancy. Linetta married Rev. Fred Stovenour, of Portland, Indiana, and
they have one child, Frederick. Clara married Elmer Warner, of Portland,
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Indiana, and they have one daughter, Dorothy; Ora, who married Bessie
Sayman, lives at Belmont, a suburb of Dayton, Ohio, and has one-daughter,
Mary Isabel. Archibald, who married Cora Hershberger, lives in Richmond.
Indiana, and has one daughter, Margaret Belle. Sadie married Everett Cox,
of Portland, Indiana, and. has adopted two children, twins.
Mrs. Campbell died on March 10, 1884, at the age of thirty-five. She
belonged to the Christian (Newlight) church. Her parents were natives of
Ohio and had eight children, Sarah, Joseph Marion, Isabel, Watson, Jeanette,
Charles, Eliza and J. Warren. Stephen A. Smith had been previously married, his first wife having been a Miss Lockwood, who died leaving one
daughter. Marietta.
Mr. Campbell married, secondly, May 16, 1907, Mrs. Sarah E. Phillips,
the widow of David Phillips, who had two children by her first marriage,
Carrie and one who died young. Carrie married Ernest Poinier, of Richmond, Indiana, and has four children, Doris, Helen. Kenneth and Sarah
Millison. Mrs. Sarah Campbell is a native of Ohio.
Mr. Campbell is' art honored mernber of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, with which order he became connected on March 16, 1869, through
the lodge at New Paris. He is a Democrat and for many years has been
active in the local councils of his party. He was assessor of Jackson township in 1884 and again in 1912, resigning to take the office of deputy sheriff.
Mr. Campbell has proved to be efficient and conscientious in the discharge
of his duties in his various relations with the public service and is honored
by the citizens of the township and county he has been, and is, serving.

DR. ALBERT STANLEY SCHLINGMAN.
Science has taken hold, not only of business but all of the professions
as well and veterinary surgery is no exception. The practice of this profession is regulated by law in most states and elaborate courses of instruction must be followed before the practice is permitted. Dr. Albert S.
Schlingman, a veterinary surgeon, of Eaton, Ohio, entered his profession
well equipped in every respect. Not only are his professional attainments
superior, but he is personally popular throughout Preble county.
Dr. Albert Stanley Schlingman was born in West Alexandria, Ohio,
April 28, 1889, the son of Adolph Edward and Emma (Deckwitz) Schling-
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man, natives of Ohio, who were the parents of four children, Clarence, deceased; Carl, deceased; Dr. Albert S., of Eaton; and Martha, of Eaton.
Adolph Edward Schlingman was born and reared in West Alexandria,
Ohio, and was engaged with his father in the manufacture of washing ma. chines until i890,^wdien he .moved..to. Eatom.and.-engaged in the mercantile
business with O. B. Eikenberry, operating a department store there until
1911, in which year the store was sold to Spring Brothers, and Mr. Schlingman is now engaged in the shoe department of the store. He and his wife
are members of the Lutheran church.
The paternal grandparents of Dr. Albert S. Schlingman were Adolph
and Alvina (Schreel) Schlingman, natives of Germany and early settlers in
West Alexander, this county, where Adolph Schlingman followed his trade
of cabinet making and the manufacture of washing machines. He died there
in March, 1904, at the age of seventy-nine. His wife died in middle age.
They had three children, Adolph Eward, Caroline and Anna. The maternal
grandparents of Dr..Albert.S. Schlingman were August and Theresa (Weber)'
Deckwitz, natives of Germany. They came to America and settled first in
Cincinnati and then came to Preble county, settling at New Lexington, where
August Deckwitz engaged in the grocery and produce business. Later he
moved to West Alexandria, where he died at the age of seventy-five. His
wife still survives him and lives at Eaton. They had four children, Emma,.
Robert, Amelia and Louisa.
Dr. Albert S. Schlingman was one year old when he was brought to
Eaton by his parents. He grew to manhood in Eaton and was graduated
from the high school at that place in 1907. He then spent one year in the
Capital University at Columbus, taking up the study of veterinary surgery at
Ohio State University, from which institution he was graduated in 1911,
after which he took up the practice of veterinary surgery at Eaton and has
since made his home in that city. .
On July 3, 1912, Doctor Schlingman was married to Susan Edna Rover,
the daughter of Wilson and Mable (Homan) Rover, and to this union one
son has been born, Royer James. Mrs. Schlingman was born in Preble
county, near West Manchester, her parents also being natives of this county.
Her father died in April, 1910. at the age of sixty, while her mother is still
living. They were the parents of nine children, Homan, Charles W., Virtnie,.
Fannie, Grace, Edna, Ruth, Robert and James.
Doctor Schlingman is a member of the Lutheran church, but Mrs.
Schlingman is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Doctor Schling-
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man is a member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon, a college fraternity, and is a
Democrat. He has made remarkable progress in his profession and enjoys
a large practice throughout Preble county as a consequence of his diligent
and careful preparation. Doctor Schlingman is interested in all public enterprises and is eminently respected in Eaton and Preble county.

STANLEY S. HART.
The prosperity and welfare of an agricultural community are, in a
large measure, due to the enterprise and foresight of its more progressive
farmers. It is the progressive, wide-awake farmer that makes the real
history of a community. His influence in keeping and directing its various
interests is difficult to estimate. Stanley S. Hart, a well-known fanner of
Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, has long ranked among the leading
farmers and business men of Preble county. It is to such enterprising spirits
as his that the locality is indebted for its substantial growth and the high
position it occupies as a center of agricultural activity and progress.
Stanley S. Hart was born in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio,
March 15, 1883, the son of Samuel and Emma (Craig) Hart. Samuel
Hart was born in Twin township in 1838, the son of Samuel and Eri (Saylor) Hart. Samuel Hart, Sr., was a native of Pennsylvania, who came to
Preble county when a boy. He married Eri Saylor in Preble county and
lived here the rest of his life. He was a Democrat and took an active part
in local politics.
Samuel Hart, Sr., and his wife were the parents of ten children, Caroline, Isabelle, William, Barbara, Nathan, Catherine, Samuel, Milton, Martha and Hannah. Caroline married Allen Resinger. Isabelle became the wife
of Judge Henry B. Saylor and they located at Huntington, Indiana, where he
served a term in. Congress. He also was judge of the court of Huntington
and Wells counties, Indiana, and was a prominent citizen of this section of
Indiana. He served as a major in the Union army during the Civil War.
William married a Miss Bower and settled in Fayette county, Indiana.
Barbara became the wife of Joseph Markey, of Twin township, this
county. Catherine became the wife of a Mr. McNutt, of this county.
Samuel, Jr., married Emma Craig and died at the age of forty, she dying
in 1883. Milton married arid moved to Huntington county, Indiana, where
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he now lives. Martha married Joseph Trunk and lives in Eaton, Ohio.
H a n n a h died in early life.
Samuel H a r t , Jr., was the father of three children, James, who is unmarried and lives in New Jersey; Weltha, who is unmarried and lives at
Dayton, Ohio, and Stanley S., the subject of this sketch.
Stanley S. H a r t was left without a father at the age of five years,
and was reared by an uncle, Joseph Markey, on a farm. H e was educated
in the public schools, from which he was. graduated, after which he took a
course at the Ohio Northern University at Ada, Ohio, and taught school
one year, at the end of which time he entered the Ohio State University at
Columbus, from which he was graduated in 1909 with the degree of Bachelor
of Science and Agriculture.
In June, 1909, Stanley S. H a r t was married to Nelle Paddack, who was
born in June, 1890, the daughter of Harvey and Frances (Paddack) Paddack.
Harvey Paddack was born on the farm where Stanley S. H a r t now lives and
was the son of Ebenezer Paddack, who was the son of Henry Paddack.
Henry Paddack came from Kentucky and entered from the government
the land which is now held by the Paddack family.
Harvey Paddack was reared on a farm and was graduated from the
commercial school at Dayton, Ohio. He became a farmer and was prominent
in Democrtic politics in Preble county, haying served as county commissioner. H e accumulated twelve hundred acres of land and was one of the
founders of the Eaton National Bank, serving as one of the directors of this
bank for a long time. His family were members of the Baptist church and
he and his wife were the parents of three children, as follow: Ruth, who
was graduated from the common schools and a Baptist school in Maryland,
is the wife of Dr. E. R. Churchill, a physician and surgeon, who came from
Nevada, Missouri, and located at Richmond, Indiana; Attie, who was
graduated from the same schools, is the wife of William L. Gaar, of Richmond, Indiana, and Nelle, who is the wife of Mr. Hart. She was graduated from the Jackson township high school and attended Ohio Wesleyan
University two years. Mr. and Mrs. H a r t are the parents of two children,
Marjorie N., who was born May 2, 1910, and Gordon P., who was born
September n , 1912.
Mr. H a r t is a member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon and the Alpha Gamma
Rho fraternities. H e is a Democrat and has been active in politics throughout his life. H e has served as one of the trustees of his township and is a
member of the Preble County Agriculture Society. H e also is president
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of the Jackson township farmers' institute and is frequently called upon to
deliver addresses on agricultural and educational subjects in different parts
of the country. He is especially interested in good roads. He has combined farming and stock raising and has made an eminent success of this
combination.
The Hart family has been well known for several generations in Preble
county and very properly is regarded as among the most highly respected
and honored families of the county.

DALLAS A. YOUNG.
The best history of a community or state is one which deals most
largely with the lives and activities of its people, especially of those who, by
their efforts and indomitable energy, have forged to the front and placed
themselves in the ranks of progressive citizens. Dallas A. Young, a wellknown cigar manufacturer located at the county seat, is a citizen of Preble
who has outstripped the plodders on the highway of life, and among his
contemporaries has achieved marked success in the business world.
Dallas A. Young was born near Dayton, Montgomery county, Ohio,
June 18, 1868, the son of Isaac and Amanda (Hillman) Young, natives of
Ohio, who were the parents of three children: Dallas A., of Eaton; J. Edwin, of Eaton; and Lola, the wife of R. M. Conover, of Eaton
Isaac Young was reared in Preble county, Ohio, and was a farmer most
of his life. In his later years he was in the fire and tornado insurance
business. For years he lived near Gratis and afterwards moved to Eaton,
where he died in 1908 at the age of sixty-five. His wife survives him and is
now sixty-six years old. Mr. Young was a member of the Dunkard church,
and his wife still maintains her connection with that communion.
The parental grandparents of Dallas A. Young were Joel and Maria
(Swihart) Young, natives of Ohio, who had twelve children: Henry,
Joshua, Ebuliah, Reuben, Sarah, Jane, Uriah, Isaac, Daniel, Amos, Josiah
and Elizabeth. Mr. Young's maternal grandparents were Abraham and
Sarah (Loree) Billman, natives of Montgomery county, Ohio, whose parents were pioneers of Preble county. Abraham Billman and his wife died in
Montgomery county, .at advanced ages. They were farmers, and had seven
children: Laura, Nathan, Amanda, Nettie, Francis, Charles and Nora.
Dallas A. Young was reared in Lanier township on his father's farm.
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He attended the district schools and later the high school, from which he
was graduated in 1888. Mr. Young taught for fourteen years, a part of
which period he spent at Ohio State University at Columbus. When he
quit teaching he formed a partnership with his brother, J. Edwin Young,
and they engaged in the leaf tobacco and cigar manufacturing business,
which they have followed since 1900. They employ about twenty-five
people.
Mr. Young was married September 5, 1900, to Pearl Bear, the daughter of Ira and Emily (Flarris) Bear, and to this union one son, Emerson,
has been born.
Mrs. Young was born near Germantown, Ohio, her parents being natives of Ohio. Her father died in 1903 at the age of forty-seven, meeting
his death in an accident, leaving four children, Pearl, Harris, Firman and
Herbert. His widow married again, her present husband being Amos
Young, and they reside in Eaton. The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Young
was Henry Bear. He and his wife had five children, Albert, Ira, Paul,
Myrtle and Florence. The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Young were
Samuel and Hannah (Pugh) Harris, who had three children, Mary, Emily
and Hattie.
Mr. Young is a stanch Republican and served as deputy supervisor of
elections for a number of years, discharging his duties in a most satisfactory manner. Mr. and Mrs. Young are members of the Brethren (Progressive Dunkard) church. Mr. Young has prospered well in his business and
is enterprising, alert and open-minded on all public questions, highly respected in the community in which he lives, popular with his employees, a
true Christian, upright, worthy gentleman.

GRANT L. HOOVER.
Among the worthy citizens of Eaton, Ohio, whose residence here has
contributed in no small degree to the solid business foundation of the community, is Grant L. Hoover. While laboring for individual success, he has
not forgotten his obligations to the public, and has given his support to all
measures and movements having for their object the general good. His
reputation in a business way is unassailable, he is possessed in a large degree of those sterling traits which have commanded uniform confidence and
regard and is numbered among the representative men of Preble county.
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Grant L. Hoover, druggist and registered pharmacist of Eaton, Ohio,
was born in Gratis, Preble county, Ohio, February 10, 1869, the son of
James and Eliza Ann ( E d w a r d s ) Hoover, natives of Ohio, who were the
parents of nine children, as follows: Quintella, the wife of C. C. Mikesell,
of Wabash, Indiana; Martha, the wife of Samuel Brown, of Dayton, Ohio;
Zachary Taylor, of Dayton; Milton, a resident of Columbus, Ohio; Emery
C , deceased; Lincoln-, deceased; Nona, the wife of Charles Spessard, of
West Alexandria; Grant L., of Eaton, and Edward, who died at the age of
two years.
James Hoover, the father of Grant L., was reared on a farm in Montgomery county, Ohio, and came to Preble county as a young man. H e was
first engaged in farming pursuits and later conducted a dry goods store at
Lewisburg, in this county. H e also operated a flour-mill there and a furniture factory for a time, later engaging in the drug business. In 1865 he
moved from Lewisburg to Gratis, where he purchased a drug store, in
which business he was engaged until his death, September 1, 1889, at the
age of seventy-two. Flis wife died in West Alexandria, January 1, 1910,
at the age of eighty-six. She was a member of the United Brethren church.
The paternal grandparents of Grant L. Hoover were natives of Ohio,
and lived at Union in Montgomery county. Grandfather Hoover was a
farmer all his life and died in Montgomery county, well advanced in years.
The maternal grandfather of Grant L. Hoover was a native of Pennsylvania, while his maternal grandmother was born in Ohio. They were for
many years residents of Lewisburg, where their last days were spent. They
were the parents of Mrs. Sophia Young, Elizabeth, John, Eliza Ann and
Mrs. Jane Belston.
Grant L. Hoover was reared at Gratis, attending the public schools of
that place. After leaving school he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was
employed as a paper hanger. In the spring of 1887 he went to Dayton,
Ohio, where he clerked in a drug store. In the spring of the next year he
moved to Cambridge, Nebraska, where he w-orked in a drug store for a year
and a half. Owing to his father's illness he returned to Preble county, and
has been engaged in the drug business almost continuously since. In 1894
he succeeded his brother in the drug business in Gratis, remaining there ten
years. H e then went to Dayton, wdiere he remained ten months, after which
he moved to Eaton and purchased the Clarence Waters drug store at 106
North Barton street, which he still owns. H e has a well-equipped, up-todate store, well stocked with an excellent line of drugs and druggists' sundries, and commands a liberal share of the patronage of Eaton and vicinity.
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On April 26, 1908, Mr. Hoover was married to Zelma Clawson. the
daughter of William R. and Clara (Bonaker) Clawson, both of whom were
natives of Preble county, and are now living in Eaton. Mr. and Mrs. Clawson are the parents of three children, Zelma, Fern and Frederick. Mrs.
Hoover is a member of St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal church and takes an
active and interested part in the work of that congregation.
Mr. Hoover belongs to Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, and Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons. He also is a member of Waverly Lodge No. 143. Knights of Pythias, and Eaton Lodge Xo.
30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is identified with the Democratic party and served three terms as mayor of Gratis, Ohio.
Not only has Mr. Hoover made a success in business, but he has devoted himself to public enterprises, having contributed materially to the civic
life of the communities where he has lived, and certainly deserves to rank
as a representative citizen of Eaton and Preble county.

ANDREW COFFMAX.
Few young men of Preble county. Ohio, are more favorably known or
more enterprising in business than Andrew Coffman, funeral director and
embalmer. of Eaton. Andrew Coffman is a wide-awake, enterprising young
business man, and his undertaking establishment is a model of neatness,
arranged after the most modern ideas. His stock of goods is of the very
best and latest in design. Mr. Coffman is a man of splendid habits and enjoys the respect and good will of the entire community, where he has lived
his whole life. Rarely does so young a man attain so remarkable a success
in business as has attended his efforts since locating in Eaton.
Andrew Coffman was born in Eaton, Ohio, December 25, 1890. and is
a son of Joseph W. and Carrie (Matthews) Coffman. natives of Ohio and
Indiana, respectively. Mr. Coffman is one of two children born to his parents, having one brother, Edward.
Joseph W Coffman was born and reared in Preble county, and was a
merchant in Eaton for more than forty years. He now lives retired in Eaton.
His wife died in September, 1910. Mr. Coffman is a devoted and faithful
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, as was his wife.
The paternal grandfather of Andrew Coffman was Andrew Coffman,
Sr., one of the early settlers of Eaton, where he conducted a dry-goods store
for forty-five years. Both he and his wife died in Eaton, well advanced in
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years. They were the parents of three daughters and one son, Mollie, Maria,
Ella, and Joseph W.
The maternal grandfather of Mr. Coffman was Benjamin Wilson
Matthews, who was a cooper at Winchester, this county, in the early forties,
going thence, about the year 1846, to Peru, Indiana, where for a time he
followed the same business, after which he engaged in the hardware business which he continued to the time of his retirement a few years before
his death at a ripe old age. His wife died in middle life. They were the
parents of ten children, Elizabeth, Carrie, Benjamin, John, Samuel, William,
Frank, Edward, Harvey and one daughter who died in infancy.
Andrew Coffman. Jr. was born and reared in Eaton, attending the public
schools of that city. When fourteen years of age he began learning the
undertaking business with his cousin, Frank Coffman, but after leaving
school was with his mother who was an invalid at Peru, Indiana, for nearly
three years, and during part of that time was employed in the department
store of Seuger & Company. He then returned to Eaton' and has been connected with the undertaking business since that time. He was associated
with Harry Silver, on Barron street for about three years, until they sold
out to F. O. Girton. In November, 1914, Mr. Coffman started in business
for himself on the east side of Barron street, where he has fitted up a beautiful office in solid mahogany furniture. He carries a large stock of up-todate undertakers' merchandise. He owns a fine hearse, ambulance, teams
and cabs, and also a motor hearse, and is well equipped to take care of his constantly increasing business. In 1913 Mr. Coffman was graduated from the
Worsham Training School, of Chicago, Illinois, a school of anatomy, sanitary science and embalming, and one month after receiving his diploma
passed the state examination at Columbus, Ohio.
Andrew Coffman is a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal
church. Fraternally, he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Eaton and of Bolivar Lodge XTo. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, and
also belongs to Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias, and is master
of finance in the latter lodge. Politically, Mr. Coffman is a Republican.
Mr. Coffman lives at home with his father and his aunt Mollie. He is
a young man and has a bright and promising future before him. He has a
large circle of friends and acquaintances in Eaton and vicinity, having spent
nearly all his life here.
Above everything else success in life requires initiative, and if past performances are to be taken as a criterion, Andrew Coffman is certain to
achieve a very much larger measure of success than he has yet attained.
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SOLOMON S. LANDER.
While success cannot be achieved without unflagging industry, the futility of effort is often noticeable in the business world and results from the
fact that it is not combined with sound judgment. Many a man who gives
his entire life to hard, earnest, unremitting toil never acquires a competence,
but when labor is well directed, prosperity always follows. Solomon S.
Lander is one whose work has been supplemented by careful management
and he is consequently numbered among the successful business men of
Eaton, Ohio. Lander is an English name and the supposition is that the
founder of the family settled in the Rheinfeltz, in Bavaria. Some of the
descendants of this original Lander are now living at Altoona, Pennsylvania, one being Washington Lander. Solomon S. Lander is the proprietor
of a store in Eaton and deals in groceries, cigars, tobacco, sporting goods,
fishing tackle and baseball goods.
Solomon S. Lander was born May 5, 1861, in Somers township, Preble
county, Ohio, the son of John and Caroline (Krauth) Lander, natives of
Germany, who had three children: Mary A., of Eaton; William O., deceased, and Solomon S., of Eaton.
John Lander came to America when a young man and settled, first, in
Butler county, Ohio, where he followed farming. Later, in the sixties, he
moved to Preble county and settled in Twin township. Later, in the fall of
1867, he moved to Eaton, and started a provision store in the basement of
the Charles Thum store. In 1869 he moved to the Kline building, in which
location he conducted a grocery and bakery until 1872. In 1870 he bought
a building in the Commercial Block and opened a grocery where his youngest
son now does business. In 1876 there was a fire, which burned out the buildings adjoining him on the east, and he then bought the lots and erected a new
building, in which he conducted his business until May, 1890. At that time
his sons, William O. and Solomon, bought him out, and they continued together until March, 1909, under the firm name of Lander Brothers. William Landers died on March 26, 1909, from a stroke of apoplexy. John
Landers died July 23, 1892, at the age of seventy-one, and his wife lived
until February 13, 1910, dying at the age of eighty-seven years and five
months. She was a member of the Presbyterian church.
The paternal grandparents of Solomon S. Lander were born, reared and
died in Germany. They had five children, John, Jacob, William, Philip and
Gertrude. Mr. Lander's maternal grandparents were William Krauth and
wife, Who died in Butler county and Montgomery county, Ohio, respectively.
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They were the parents of eight children, Caroline, Agnes, William, Gottlieb,
Elizabeth, Johanna, Joseph and Catharine. Solomon S. Lander is descended
from Huguenot stock on his paternal side.
Solomon S. Lander was born and reared in Preble county, and has lived
in Eaton since 1867, in which year, when he was six years old, his parents
moved to that city. He attended the public schools and began helping his
father in the store in the winter of 1879, continuing with him until he and
his brother bought their father out. Since his brother William's death he
has continued the business alone.
Mr. Lander was married November 25, 1890, to Catharine Deekin, a
daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Deekin, of Cincinnati. Mrs. Lander is a
member of the Catholic church. Her father died before she was born and
her mother died in 1906, at the age of eighty-four.
Mr. Lander is a member of the Democratic party and takes a keen
interest in political affairs. Mr. and Mrs. Lander are well known and
highly respected citizens of Eaton and Preble county.

ERNEST R. SHAVER.
Ernest R. Shaver is recognized as one of the energetic, well known
business men of Eaton, Ohio, who, by his enterprise and progressive methods, has contributed in a material way to the commercial advancement of
the locality where he lives. He has been successful in the many lines to
which his efforts have been directed, and enjoys a distinctive prestige among
the representative men of his community.
Ernest R. Shaver, who operates an automobile garage and repair shop
in Eaton, Ohio, was born July 4, 1874, in Washington township, Preble
county, Ohio, the son of Madison and Nancy (Whitesell) Shaver, natives
of Virginia and Ohio, respectively, who were the parents of two children,
the other of whom also was a son, George.
Madison Shaver was reared on a farm in Roanoke county, Virginia,
and, during the Civil War, enlisted for service in the Confederate army for
three years. He served four years as a private and after the close of the
war came to Ohio and settled in Preble county, where he married and where
he engaged in farming. For the last twenty-five years he has lived in Eaton,
where he has been engaged in various pursuits.
The paternal grandfather of Ernest R. Shaver was Adam Shaver, who
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came to Preble county from Virginia some years after the close of the Civil
War, but moved to Indiana later, where he lived in Wayne county, near
Richmond. His death occurred there, he being well advanced in years at
the time of his demise. He was the father of Madison, James, Jacob, Barbara, Lucy and Margaret.
The maternal grandparents of Ernest R. Shaver were George and
Esther (McCulloch) Whitesell, natives of Pennsylvania and Indiana, respectively. They died in Preble county well advanced in years, having reared
a family of six children: John, David, Rhodes, Samuel, Frank and Nancy.
Ernest R. Shaver was reared on a farm in Preble county, Ohio. He
attended the district schools of his home neighborhood and was also a student in the Eaton public schools. After leaving school he followed various
pursuits, finally learning the machinist's trade, which he has followed ever
since. He operated a bicycle repair shop for eleven years, but for the past
six years has been engaged in the automobile repair business on East Main
street in Eaton.
Mr. Shaver was married March 23, 1908, to Adaline Ehrhardt, who was
born in Eaton, Ohio, the daughter of Fred and Catherine (Schabell) Ehrhardt. Her parents have been residents of Eaton for thirty years, and reared
two children, the other of whom also is a daughter, Gertrude.
Mr. Shaver is a member of Waverley Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias. He is an adherent of the Democratic party, although he has never
been especially active in political affairs. Mr. and Mrs. Shaver are popular
in Eaton, where they have a large circle of friends, who admire them for
their many good qualities of head and heart.

WILLIAM R. HI NFS.
The record of the subject of this sketch is that of a man who, by his
own unaided efforts, has worked his way from a moderate beginning to a
place of influence in his community. His life has been one of unceasing
industry and perseverance and the systematic and honorable methods wliich
he has followed have won for him the unbounded confidence of his fellow
citizens of Preble county, whose interests he has ever had at heart and which
he has always labored to promote.
William R, Hines, one of the best known farmers of Dixon township,
was born in Somers township on what is known as Backbone hill, one mile
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north of Camden, December II, 1852. He is a son of Christopher and Margaret (O'Brien) Hines. Christopher Hines was born in County Dublin,
Ireland, and after his marriage came to the United States, in 1849, landing
at New Orleans on the 17th day of March. He and his wife were
without material means and their lives, after reaching this country, for a
few years were characterized by much self-denial and strenuous efforts, he
accepting any honest employment that offered itself. Eventually, he and his
wife, made their way to Cincinnati, Ohio, and later to Camden, Preble county,
where he found work and was employed there until some time afterwards,
when he located on a farm in Somers township, where he remained until his
death in April, 1858. His widow survived him many years, dying June 23,
1891. They were the parents of but two children, the subject of this sketch
and one who died during the voyage across the Atlantic.
William R. Hines was reared in the neighborhood of Camden and attended the common schools of that locality until about fifteen years of age.
As soon as old enough, he applied his energies to farming, remaining with
his widowed mother, and at the age of twenty-three years, he was married.
His career as an agriculturist has been characterized by hard work and his
efforts have been crowned with a due measure of success. Mr. Hines gives
attention to every phase of farming and is a close reader of agricultural
literature, being numbered among the intelligent and successful farmers of
Dixon township.
On January 24, 1876, Mr. Hines married Claretta B. Welch, who was
born in Wayne county, Indiana, May 5, 1856, the daughter of Michael and
Mary Welch. The latter were originally from Illinois whence they moved
to Indiana, later to Kentucky and finally located in Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs.
Hines have been born seven children, of whom five are living, Cora, a graduate of the Fairhaven high school and the wife of Thomas Markey; Mabel, the
wife of William McKilligette; Mary E., the deceased wife of Lawrence
Weadick; Margaret, the wife of David Groves, of Dayton, Ohio; Florence,
who is unmarried and lives at Dayton; W. F., who is unmarried and lives at
home; and Sylvester, who is a graduate of the local high school and lives
in Dayton, Ohio.
Politically, William R. Hines is identified with the Democratic party
and for eighteen years rendered efficient service to his community as a member of the board of education and has also served as a ditch commissioner
and a member of the board of health. Fraternally, he is a member of Eaton
Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has passed all
the chairs and has been a member of the. grand lodge. Mr. Hines is a splen-
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did type of the intelligent, up-to-date, self-made American in the fullest sense
of the term and is regarded as one of the best citizens of his community. As
a citizen he is progressive and abreast of the times in all that concerns the
common weal and merits the respect and confidence of all.

IRVIN ORLANDO BAKER.
One of the influential citizens of Eaton, Ohio, is Irvin Orlando Baker,
a man who ranks with the city's leading business men and representative citizens. Br. Baker is a man of excellent endowment and upright character.
He has been a valuable factor in local affairs and has always had the confidence and esteem of the people where he is known. He has been loyal to
the larger interests of the community and vigilant in his efforts to promote
the civic welfare.
Irvin Orlando Baker was born January 3, 1861, near Manchester, Preble
county, Ohio, the son of James L. and Lydia M. (Creager) Baker, natives
of Ohio, whose only other child died in infancy.
James L. Baker was reared near Eldorado, in Preble county, and all
his life was a farmer. He died in 1861 at the age of twenty-eight, his wife
dying in 1902 at the age of sixty-six. She was a member of the Lutheran
church.
The paternal grandparents of Irvin O. Baker were George and Martha
Baker, natives of Maryland and early settlers in Preble county, Ohio, where
they farmed. Both lived to ripe old age. Mr. Baker was killed by a train.
They were the parents of James, Andrew, Daniel, Albert, Mary Jane and
several children who died in infancy. Mr. Baker's maternal grandparents
were Ezra and Delilah Creager, natives of Ohio, the former of whom was a
farmer and active in the civic life of his township, having held several township offices. He died at the age of seventy-three and his wife at the age of
seventy-five. They had nine children, Lydia, Betty, Angeline, Catherine,
Mary, Jennie, John, Levi and Joseph.
Irvin O. Baker was reared in Washington township on his grandfather
Creager's farm and attended the district schools of that township. He lived
with his grandfather until grown and then worked for himself a short time
before his marriage. He first rented a farm in Washington township for
two years and then bought eighty acres in Jay county, Indiana, and was there
a few years. He sold out and returned to Preble county, farming there
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until 1908. He then went to Lewisburg and went into the meat business.
In 1910 he moved to Eaton and until recently operated two meat markets.
His present location is at the northeast corner of Main and Barron streets
where he owns a first-class market and does a large business.
Air. Baker was married November 2 j , 1882, to Sadie Eddius, the daughter of Ivan Eddius and wife. Five children have been born to this union,
Hallie, Bertie, Harry, Charles and Stanley. Hallie married Charles Marker,
a farmer of Washington township, and has one son, Ralph. Bertie, deceased, was the wife of John Lanthrop and had one son, Glenn. Harry, who
works for his father, married Ethel Floyd. Charles and Stanley also work
for tbeir father.
Mrs. Baker was born at Eldorado, Ohio, her parents being natives of
this state. H e r mother died when she was a small child and her father is
still living at the age of eighty-six. They had two children, Sadie and Ellen.
Mr. and Mrs. Baker are members of the Christian church and Mr.
Baker belongs to the Lewisburg lodge of Knights of Pythias. Politically,
Mr. Baker is a Democrat. The Baker family are highly respected and valuable citizens of Eaton and Preble county.

C H A R L E S B. C O K E F A I R . . •
Fewr residents of Preble county, Ohio, are more favorably known or
more enterprising in business than Charles B. Cokefair, a druggist of Eaton,
Ohio. Mr. Cokefair is in every sense a representative citizen and none
stands higher than he in the esteem and confidence of the community. Veryfew men are more devoted to matters of public interest than Mr. Cokefair.
Charles B. Cokefair was born in Cambridge City, Indiana, May 18,
1857, the son of James Monroe and Catherine (Cokefair) Cokefair, natives of New Jersey and Union county, Indiana, respectively, who were the
parents of four children, Carrie, the wife of Dr. H . E. Jones, of Anderson,
Indiana; Etta C , the widow of Dr. George Miller, of Anderson, Indiana;
Lafayette, deceased; and Charles B., of Eaton.
James Monroe Cokefair was reared in Bloomfield, New Jersey, and
was a cabinet maker by trade. H e migrated west to Indiana in 1846 and
located in Union county, where he started a furniture factory, but disposed
of it in order to take service as a soldier during the Mexican W a r , after
which he located in Cambridge City, Indiana, where he again engaged in
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the manufacture of furniture, disposing of this business, in turn, to enlist
as a soldier in the Civil War. H e served throughout the entire four years
of the war as captain of the Third Indiana Battery. After the war he became one of the publishers of the Indianapolis Sentinel and died in Indianapolis, February 16, 1867, a t the age of forty-seven, his wife dying in
Anderson, Indiana, at the age of seventy-seven. They were members of
the Presbyterian church. James M. Cokefair was a prominent man in his
day. He was well known throughout the state of Indiana and was deeplyinterested in its political and business life.
The paternal grandfather of Charles B. Cokefair was Michael Cokefair, who was a hatter in Bloomfield, Xew Jersey, and who died in Cambridge City, Indiana, in 1864, at an advanced age. Fie and his wife had
a large family, including Isaac, Burton, Emmons and James Monroe. The
maternal grandparents of Charles B. Cokefair were Elisha and Francis
(Miller) Cokefair, natives of New Jersey, who were the parents of Lewis,
John, Catherine and Caroline (twins), Sylvanus, Frances and Elisha. Elisha
Cokefair, Sr., was a pioneer in Union county, Indiana, in which county he
located in 1820. H e operated the first woolen factory in the state of Indiana. H e and his wife died in Union county at advanced ages.
Charles B. Cokefair was reared in Cambridge City, Indiana, and attended the public schools at that place. He entered a drug store at the age
of fourteen and has followed the drug business ever since. H e is a registered pharmacist. Mr. Cokefair located in College Corners, Ohio, in 1879
and remained there until 1888, in which year he came to Eaton and established a drug store which he has conducted since that time, a period of
twenty-six years.
On November 16, 1887, Charles B. Cokefair was married to Delia V.
Silver, the daughter of James R. and Amanda (Gregg) Silver. Mr. and
Mrs. Cokefair are members of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Cokefair' is
a member of Bolivar Lodge XTo. 82, Free and Accepted Masons; Eaton
Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons; Reese Council, Royal and Select
Masters, Dayton, Ohio; Reed Commandery No. 6, Knights Templar, of
Dayton; Antioch Temple Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and Miami Valley
Consistory, Scottish Rite Masons. H e also is a member of Waverley Lodge
No. 143, Knights of Pythias. Mr. Cokefair is a stanch Democrat and has
served as county coroner one term and in that position discharged his duties
faithfully and well. H e is vice-president of the Eaton Lighting Company,
and also vice-president of the Eaton Telephone Company, a director in the
Camden Telephone Company, a director in the New Paris Telephone Com-
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pany, and also associated with the telephone companies at West Manchester, Eldorado and Lewisburg.
Mrs. Cokefair was born in Pendleton, Indiana. Her mother was born
at Franklin, Ohio, and her father at Newcastle, Indiana. Fler father died
in 1912 at the age of eighty-five years and ten months. Her mother died
on February 23, 1915. They had seven children, four of whom lived to
maturity, William G, Harry, Delia and Arthur. Mrs. Cokefair's father
was a dry gooods merchant in young manhood, but he later looked after his
farms in Madison county.
The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Cokefair were William and Ann
(Robinson) Silver, early settlers of Madison county, Indiana. Mrs. Silver
was a native of Kentucky and died at the age of forty-four, her husband
surviving her many years, his death not occurring until he was eighty-five
years old. They had five children, Josephine, Quincy, Araminta, Louisa
and James. The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Cokefair were William and
Susanne (Millard) Gregg, natives of Pennsylvania, the former of whom
was a farmer near Springboro, Ohio, who died there at the age of seventyeight, his wife dying at the age of seventy-seven. They were the parents
of Mordecai, Hiram, Jonah, James, George, Amanda and Catherine.
Charles B. Cokefair, in his personal and business life, has proved a
worthy son of a prominent father and enjoys the unlimited confidence of
the people of the community in which he has lived for so many years.

WILLIAM H. STRAW.
Preble county has been fortunate in the number and character of its
farmers, and very much of the prosperity of the county can be attributed to
the fact that its farmers have kept abreast of the times. It can hardly be
questioned that the farmer is an index to the civilization of the community.
If the farmers are progressive and up to date, it follows naturally that the
standard of living in that community will be high. Thousands of banks
have been organized within the last few years in order to supply the needs
of the farmer. The fanner and his stock furnishes most of the money for
most of the smaller banks throughout the United States. The wholesome
living, which is the good fortune of the farmers, is a big factor in maintaining the general tone of a county. Preble county has long been known as
one of the best farming counties of Ohio, and among the excellent farmers
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of this county William H. Straw, now living retired at 114 South Maple
street, Eaton, Ohio, deserved a place in the foremost ranks.
William H. Straw was born April 6, 1840, in Preble county, Ohio, the
son of Peter and Mariah (Huffman) Straw, both natives of Germany, who
were married in Preble county and were extremely successful as farmers.
Peter Straw was quite well-to-do, having, with the aid of his good wife,
made the entire competence which he possessed at the time of his death in
1874. His wife died in 1880. Peter Straw and wife were the parents of
seven children, four of whom are living: William H.; Joseph; George W.,
and Sarah, who is the wife of Robert Appleby.
William H. Straw was reared on a farm in Preble county, Ohio. His
education was somewhat neglected. Early in life he worked in a slaughter
house, but quit this work for farming after his marriage at the age of twenty-one. When he married he had absolutely nothing but a strong body and
a willing mind, dominated by a determination to do well those things which
his hand found to do. He began life as a renter of a small farm, and, with
the constant and encouraging aid of his good wife, prospered from the very
beginning of his farming venture. He presently was able to buy an excellent farm of one hundred and one acres, to which he later added one hundred and six acres and later a strip of forty-seven acres, having had, at the
time he sold his place and retired from the active life of the farm, an admirable farm of two hundred and fifty-four acres, all of which he had
brought to an excellent state of cultivation and which he had improved according to the most approved methods of modern agriculture. Mr. and Mrs.
Straw attribute their success in life to their habits of .thrift and frugality,
in which they became so well grounded during the days of their early struggles for a foothold, and it is highly fitting that the lesson of their lives
should be set out here in the history of the county in which this success was
achieved.
Mr. Straw was married October 10, 1861, to Melvina Stetler, the daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Marona) Stetler, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter a native of Delaware, who came to Preble county,
Ohio, from their native states, their daughter, Melvina, being born in Washington township, January 23, 1840. She was reared on the farm and educated in the common schools. To William H. and Melvina (Stetler) Straw
were born two children, Alice and Florence, the latter of whom married
John W. Horine and had one daughter, Pauline, and died at the age of
thirty-seven. Alice, the wife of Leonard Spacht, lives in Washington township.
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Mrs. Straw is a member of the Lutheran church. Mr. Straw is a member of Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Politically, he is a Republican. Few men living in Eaton are morie highly respected than William H. Straw, and very few have contributed more to the
substantial wellbeinsr of the community in which he lives.

J O S E P H FLEISCH.
The true measure of individual success is determined by what one has
accomplished. An enumeration of those men who have succeeded in their
special vocations in Preble county and at the same time are impressing their
personalities on the community, men who are conferring honor upon the
locality in which they reside, would be incomplete were there a failure to
make specific mention of Joseph Fleisch, a farmer of Dixon township. His
success has been the direct result of his industry, optimism and good business management.
Joseph Fleisch was born in the southern part of Preble county, Ohio,
October 26, 1841, the son of Michael and Catherine (Megley) Fleisch.
Michael Fleisch was born in Bavaria, Germany, and his wife was also a
native of Germany. She was first married to a man by the name of Vanier.
Michael Fleisch came to the United States at an early age and finally located
in Butler county, Ohio, where he was married. His wife lived at Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, before coming to Ohio. Michael Fleisch worked in a distillery in Butler county. He came to Preble county, Ohio, in 1842, where
he bought a farm and lived upon it until his death in'1891. He was the
father of ten children, only two of whom are living, Joseph and Jacob, the
latter of whom lives in Kansas.
Joseph Fleisch has been a resident of Preble county, Ohio, since 1841.
He worked on a farm during his younger days and after he had reached
his majority he was employed by his father for five hundred dollars a year,
working for him until he was twenty-four years old.
On November 2, 1865, Mr. Fleisch was married to Lucinda Laflin,
who was born and reared in Union county, Indiana, July 2, 1845, the daughter of William and Mary (Maddox) Laflin. To this union were born
eight children, seven of whom are living: Lottie, the wife of L. C Reaver;
Jacob, who is married and lives in Dixon township; Lawrence, who is married and lives in Wayne county, Indiana; Ida, the widow of Waldo Powell;
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Viola, the wife of Frank Brandley; William, who married Ethel Duffield
and lives on the farm with his father, and Warner, who married Minnie
Parker and lives in Wayne county, Indiana.
Mr. Fleisch now owns one hundred and sixty acres of land, but at
different times in his life has owned much more than this. He is a Democrat, although he has never taken an especially active part in political affairs
and has never held office. He is a man highly respected in his community,
not only for his enterprising habits, but for his genial temperament and
native friendliness. Few men have a larger claim to the gracious regard
of his neighbors and friends than Joseph Fleisch.

JAMES SWIHART.
The present generation derives great pleasure in contemplating the careers and works of those of the generation whose active lives are finished.
In the hurly-burly of active life there is little time to measure accurately
one's own successes and triumphs, defeats and rebuffs. Moreover, selfanalysis is difficult for one of a proper perspective. With a passed generation, whose works are finished, a focus is obtainable and deeds appear in
their proper proportion. It is not difficult, for example, to measure the
many good deeds of the venerable James Swihart, of Eaton, Ohio, whose
live has been devoted unceasingly to noble thoughts and unselfish service,
James Swihart, now living retired in Eaton, Ohio, was born January
8, 1825, in Montgomery county, Ohio, the son of Jonathan and Sophia
(Cloyd) Swihart, the former born in Pennsylvania in 1802 and the latter
in Virginia in 1805, who were the parents of eight children, James, Stephen, Henry, Jonathan, Harvey, Catharine, Eliza and Anna.
Jonathan Swihart and wife came west to Ohio in 1810 and settled in
Montgomery county, where they engaged in farming. They died there,
he at the age of seventy-four and she at the age of ninety-six years, three
months and six days. Throughout their lives they were devout members
of the German Baptist church.
The paternal grandparents of James Swihart were Adam Swihart and
wife, natives of Pennsylvania, who settled in Montgomery county, Ohio,
in 1810, where they died. Adam Swihart was a farmer and was descended
from good German stock. Among his children were Jonathan, Henry,
(3?)
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Daniel and Levi. The maternal grandparents of James Swihart were James
and Sophia Cloyd, natives of Virginia and of Irish descent, Mrs. Cloyd's
father having come from Ireland to America. Their children were Edward, Joshua, Stephen, Sophia and Hannah.
James Swihart was reared in Montgomery county, Ohio, and came to
Preble county in 1850, settling one-half mile south of New Hope, in Jackson township, where he bought a farm of seventy-six acres for fifteen hundred dollars. He improved this farm and added fifty-two acres to it and
there lived more than sixty years, at the end of which time he sold the
farm and moved to Eaton, April 19, 1914. The barn on this farm was built
in 1854 and the house in 1866.
On September 15, 1847, James Swihart was married to Mary Miller,
the daughter of Rev. Daniel and Sarah (Harris) Miller, the former of
whom was a German Baptist minister, born in 1799. To James and Mary
(Miller) Swihart four children were born, as follows: John Henry, of
Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, who married Melissa Surface and has two children, Charles and Mary; Sarah Ann, the wife of Martin Saylor, of Eaton,
Ohio, to whom have been born five children, Hugh, Dora, Mary, George
and Abraham, the latter of whom died in infancy; Daniel M., of Eaton,
who has one daughter, Dessie, and Sophia, who died at the age of twentytwo months. Mrs. Swihart died in 1870, at the age of forty-two. She
had two sisters, Anna and Sarah, and one brother, Samuel.
Mr. Swihart married, secondly, May 15, 1872, Mrs. Catherine Wysong,
the widow of Columbus Wysong, and a daughter of John and Elizabeth
(Eikenbary) Wysong, who had two children by her former marriage, Alice
and one who died in infancy. Alice married John Markey, of Preble county
and they had five children, two of whom are now living, Clarence and
Esther.
Mrs. Catherine Swihart was born in Preble county, November 22,
1848. Her parents were natives of Preble county and her father died here
about 1894 at the age of sixty-eight. Her mother, who was born January
7, 1828, is still living at the age of eighty-six years. John and Elizabeth
(Eikenbary) Wysong were the parents of ten children, Catharine, Isaac B.,
Adam, Reuben, Simon, Eli, Sarah Ann, Delilah, Mary and Harriett.
Mr. and Mrs. James Swihart are members of the German Baptist church
. , in which Mr. Swihart is a deacon. Politically, he is identified with the Re„ publican party. Although past eighty-nine years of age Mr. Swihart is
well preserved, has a keen intellect and a remarkably good memory. He
has been a resident of Preble county sixty-four years and has seen a won-
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derful development in that time. He has always been an industrious man,
a hard worker, feeling that it is better to wear out by industrious habits
than to rust out. His strength of body and active mind have, no doubt,
been so well preserved as a consequence of his energetic physical and mental exercise. He and his good wife are now enjoying a well-earned respite
from their long years of toil. They have a substantial competency for their
old age, are loved by everybody and enjoy the reflections and commendations which come to those whose lives have been well spent.
Daniel M. Swihart was reared on his father's farm in Jackson township and attended the district schools. He lived at home until twenty-three
years of age and then began farming for himself. In 1891 he moved to
Eaton and worked in a hardware store for seventeen years. For the past
six years he has been in the insurance business, in partnership with George
H. Kelly and Daisy Kline, the firm being Kelly, Kline and Swihart.
Daniel M. Swihart was married April 17, 1881, to Elizabeth Scheid,
the daughter of George and Catherine (Miller) Scheid. One daughter,
Dessie, as has been before mentioned, was born to this union. Mrs. Daniel
Swihart's parents were natives of Germany and came to America, settling
in Butler county, Ohio, where they were married. Her father is deceased
but her mother is still living. They were the parents of ten children, Mary,
Elizabeth, Ella, Ottilia, Nora, Anna, Emma, Frank, Reuben and Edward.
The Swihart family are eminently respected citizens of Preble county
and enjoy the confidence and esteem of a large circle of friends and acquaintances.

DR. HORATIO Z. SILVER.
The subject of this biographical sketch was born in Dixon township,
Preble county, Ohio, September 22, 1872, a son of Oscar W. and Helena
(Button) Silver, natives of Ohio and Indiana, respectively. Oscar W. Silver and wife were the parents of three children, Dr. Horatio Z., of Eaton;
William B., of Dixon township, this county, and one who died in infancy.
Oscar W. Silver was reared on a farm and has always followed this
vocation. He lived on the same farm in Dixon township for about fifty
years, and he now owns one hundred and sixty acres. He was a soldier in
the Civil War, being a member of Company H, One Hundred and Fiftysixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in which he was a private. He is
of Quaker faith, while Mrs. Silver is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
church.
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The paternal grandparents of Doctor Silver were William B. and Ann
(Johnson) Silver, the former a native of New Jersey, and the latter of
Delaware, who were early settlers in Preble county. William B. Silver was
a well-known farmer, and was one of the first salesmen for the McCormick
Reaper Company. He and his wife lived to an advanced age, and were
the parents of eight children, Joshua, Horatio, Oscar. W., Joseph, Robert,
Mrs. Maggie Jennings, Mrs. Reba Freeman, and a daughter who died in
early childhood.
The maternal grandparents of Doctor Silver were George and Alice
(Zimmerman) Button, natives of North Carolina and early settlers in
Preble county, who were located near Camden. George Button was a
farmer and died in Gasper township, at the age of sixty-five years. His
widow survived him some years, her death occurring in Dixon township at
the age of eighty-two years. George Button and wife were the parents of
eight children, namely: John, who was killed at the battle of Stone River;
Thomas, William, George, Elizabeth, Sarah, Mary and Helena.
Doctor Silver was married June 19, 1900, to Lora Smith, the daughter of Joseph M. and Hannah (Phares) Smith, and to this union one daughter has been born, Helena. Mrs. Silver is a native of Ohio, where her
parents also were born. Her mother died in Rushville, Indiana, in 1885,
and her father now lives in Dayton, Ohio. Joseph M. Smith and wife were
the parents of six children, Lora, Edna, Harriet, Jessie, and two sons who
died in childhood. The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Silver was Stephen
Smith, and he and his wife were the parents of the following children:
Sarah, Nettie, Belle, Charles, Watson, Joseph, James W., Marietta, Lydia.
and Baxter.

LEWIS JOHNSON.
The biographies of the representative men of a county bring to light
many hidden treasures of mind, character and courage well calculated toarouse the pride of family and community. It is a source of regret that the
people are not more familiar with the personal history of such men, in the
ranks of whom may be found farmers, mechanics, teachers, lawyers, physicians, bankers and members of other vocations and professions. LewisJohnson is distinctively one of the representative citizens of Preble county,
and as such he has made his influence felt among his fellow men: He has.
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justly deserved the reputation he has for enterprise, integrity and honor,
qualities which entitle him to consideration in a work of this character.
Lewis Johnson was born in Butler county, Ohio, April 25, 1866, a son
of Benjamin and Lydia (Moore) Johnson, both of whom were born in Butler county, Ohio, the latter's birth occurring near the town of Oxford. Benjamin Johnson enlisted for service in the Union army in May, 1864. and
served one hundred days in Company 1, One Hundred and Sixty-seventh
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, being mustered out of service September 8, 1864. After the war Benjamin Johnson returned to Butler county,
Ohio, where he again took up farming, and during the remainder of his life
he followed agricultural pursuits in Butler county, his death occurring in
1876. He was the father of six children, five of whom are still living, as
follows: Lewis, the immediate subject of this review; Joseph Johnson, a
resident of Richmond, Indiana; Belle, the wife of Frank Hill, a farmer of
Gasper township, in this county; Alva, the wife of Sylvester Lowman, of
Dayton, Ohio, and Hattie, the wife of Adam Surface, of New Hope, Ohio.
Lewis Johnson was reared on a farm in Butler county, Ohio, and there
received his education in the district schools, which he attended during the
winter seasons, working on the farm during the summers. At the age of
twelve he began to "dig" for himself. Part of his earnings after this age
were given to his mother, who was left a widow when Benjamin was ten
years old, and this practice he continued until he had reached his majority,
at which time Lewis Johnson bought his first suit of "store" clothes, necessity previously having limited him to home-made clothes.
Mr. Johnson was married in February, 1894, at the age of twentyseven, to Clara Rumley, a daughter of Charles Rumley, and a native of Maryland. At the time of his marriage Mr. Johnson had about five hundred
dollars. He rented land for eleven years, and in 1905 he purchased ninetysix acres in sections 24 and 25 of Dixon township, this county, and on this
farm he carries on a system of general farming, and enjoys the well deserved success which he has attained in his vocation. He and his wife are
the parents of seven children, six of whom are now living: Ethel, Clarence,
Mabel, Grace, Robert and Charles. Marie, the second child, died at the age
of sixteen years.
Mrs. Johnson is a member of the Sugar Valley Methodist Episcopal
church, in which she takes an active and interested part. Politically, Mr.
Johnson is a Democrat. He is a quiet man of modest demeanor, an honorable citizen of Dixon township, and a man who thoroughly deserves the kind
consideration bestowed upon him by a large circle of neighbors and friends.
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SOLOMON C. WILSON.
As long as history endures the United States will acknowledge its indebtedness to the heroes of 1861-1865, who fought for the preservation of
the Union, the honor of the stars and stripes, a flag which has never trailed
in the dust in any struggle in which this country has been involved. Among
those whose records as valiant soldiers in the Civil War reflects lasting honor
upon them and their descendants is Solomon C. Wilson, a retired farmer
living at 206 North Maple street, Eaton, Ohio, and one of the well-known
citizens of Preble county.
Solomon C. Wilson was born in Columbia, Pennsylvania, March 28,
1842, the son of James and Susanna (Cramer) Wilson. James Wilson was
born in County Down, Ireland, and came to this county with his parents,
William and Ann (Clowny) Wilson, who settled first in New York state
and later removed to Franklin county, Pennsylvania. They came to Ohio in
1844, locating in Preble county, and here they spent the rest of their lives.
Mrs. Wilson was a devout member of the Presbyterian church and exerted a
profound religious influence in her family. She and her husband were the
parents of ten children, James, William, Joseph, Robert, John, Isaac, Sarah,
Jane, Mary A. and Margaret.
James Wilson was married in Pennsylvania and came to Preble county
in 1844, locating at Camden, and lived on a tract of land near that'town.
He was a stone mason by trade and worked at his trade in connection with
farming. His wife died in 1858 and he married again, this second union
being without issue. Five children of the first marriage are still living, as
follow: Sarah, who is the wife of Abraham Roush; Solomon C, the subject of this sketch; Susan E., the widow of J. P. Wilson; Irene, the wife of
T. R. Maddock; and Rebecca, the widow of George R. Spivey. James Wilson died in 1879.
Solomon C. Wilson was reared on a farm near Camden, Ohio, and received his education in the district schools. At the age of nineteen, being
fired with patriotism and love of his native country, he left home and friends
and on July 29, 1861, enlisted in Company D, Forty-seventh Regiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, in which he saw three years of hard service. His regiment operated in West Virginia about eighteen months and took part in the
battle of Vicksburg. After the battle of Vicksburg his company and regiment were assigned to the Second Brigade, the Second Division of the
Fifteenth Army Corps, under General Sherman, and in the fall of 1863 operated around Memphis and Chattanooga, taking part in the battle of Mission-
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ary Ridge. Mr. Wilson was with Sherman's army until August 27, 1864,
when he was discharged near Atlanta, Georgia, his term of enlistment having
expired. Upon his discharge from the army, Mr. Wilson returned to Preble
county and resumed farming.
On January 5, 1865, Solomon C. Wilson was married to Matilda Leach,
who was born near Eaton, February 16, 1848, the daughter of Jacob and
Matilda (Jennings) Leach. The Jennings family were natives of England
and the Leach family came from Tennessee. Mrs. Wilson was reared on a
farm and educated in the district schools.
After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson began housekeeping in a
very moderate way. They farmed until 1892 when Mr. Wilson was appointed superintendent and his wife matron of the Preble county infirmary.
They remained there ten years, at the end of which time they returned to
the farm for one year, moving to Eaton, in 1903, where they have since lived.
One daughter born to Mr. and Mrs. Wilson is living, Mary E., born June
15, 1866, who was graduated from the common schools and is the wife of
D. C. Payne, of Camden, Ohio. One son, James Herbert, born November
12, 1867, died in infancy.
Mr. Wilson is a Republican and for many years has been active in the
local councils of his party. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are members of the Methodist Episcopal church at Eaton, Mr. Wilson being a member of the official
board. He is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and past commander of the local post. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are quiet, unassuming people
who have performed every duty and discharged every obligation, both public
and private, that has arisen during their long and honorable lives.

CHARLES O. ACTON.
There is nothing which stimulates a man to deeds of worth and a life of
uprightness and rectitude more than the recollection of the strength of character and examples of right living which have been shown by his forefathers.
In this respect, Charles O. Acton is fortunate beyond the majority of men
in being descended from a line of men who, in their community, have been
men of strength and influence, doing their duty well whether in the peaceful
pursuits of ordinary life or in positions of public trust. The heritage of
such memories of the lives of one's forefathers is of more value than material wealth. In the business affairs of Eaton, Ohio, Mr. Acton occupies a
position of importance and stands high among his associates.
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Charles O. Acton, ex-marshall of Eaton, living at 912 North Baron
street, and now a stone and cement contractor, was born in Eaton, May 28,
1877, the son of Joseph P. and Mary I. (Cutting) Acton. Joseph P. Acton
was the son of John W and Amanda (Bryant) Acton. John W. Acton was
the son of John and Hettie (Ward) Acton.
The Ward family were natives of Pennsylvania, but moved to Virginia
during the Revolutionary War and Hettie Ward became acquainted with and
married John .Acton, a slave holder in Virginia, who operated a wagon shop
where slaves were employed. John W. Acton, issue of this marriage, had
many experiences with slaves and was much opposed to slavery. In order
to. secure relief from conditions prevailing in the slave section, he came to
Preble county and here conducted a wagon shop for many years. John W.
Acton married Amanda Bryant, to which union were born nine sons and one
daughter, Joseph P., William C , George, James, John, Cary, Albert, Lewis,
Elizabeth and Pleasant, all of whom are living save Joseph P. and Pleasant,
the latter of whom died at the age of twelve.
Joseph P. Acton, the father of Charles O., was born in Eaton, Ohio,
and learned the carpenter trade early in life. He enlisted in the Union army
at the outbreak of the Civil War and served throughout the war in the
Seventy-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was taken prisoner
just before the end of the war and was confined ninety-eight days at Andersortville. He also suffered severe wounds during the war. He returned to
Eaton after the declaration of peace and married in Eaton, where he continued to reside until 1870, in which year he moved to Decatur, Michigan,
where he worked as a contractor and carpenter until 1890, in which year he
retired and returned to Eaton. In 1893 he moved to Jackson, Michigan,
where his death occurred in 1912. His widow is still living in Michigan.
Joseph P. and Mary I. (Cutting) Acton were the parents of six children,
Robert S., who was killed while employed as a railroad conductor on the
Michigan Central railroad; Minnie B., the wife of Andrew Koons; Mary
M., the wife of Robert Clampion; Edward S., of Michigan; Harley, who
died in infancy; and Charles O., the subject of this sketch.
Charles O. Acton was three years old when his parents moved to Michigan and there he received his education. He was employed in different occupations and for different people during his early years but eventually
learned the mason's trade and for years was a bridge builder on railroad
jobs in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan and Kentucky, and served one term as
marshal at Eaton.
On June 20, 1891, Charles O. Acton was married to Ida M. Hartin,
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who was born in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio, March 14, 1874, the
daughter of Joseph C. and Rebecca Hartin. She was educated in the Eaton
public schools, having come to Eaton with her parents at the age of three
months. Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Acton, Clyde B.,
born April 19, 1892, and Hilda M., born April 3, 1906. Clyde B. was graduated from the Eaton high school and took the civil service examination, now
being employed as a clerk in the Eaton postoffice. He is a member of Bolivar
Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons. Hilda M. is the third grade in
the public schools.
Charles O. Acton is a member of Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons in which lodge he has served two terms as junior deacon and
is the present tyler. In politics, Mr. Acton is a devoted and loyal Republican. He is a quiet, unassuming man, but capable and worthy and enjoys
the esteem of all the people with whom he has come in contact. He deserves
to rank as a representative citizen of Eaton, where he lives.

JOHN C. RINER.
In the daily struggle for an honorable competence there' is little in the
life of the average farmer to attract the casual reader in search of a sensational chapter. To a mind thoroughly awake to the reality and meaning of
human existence, however, there are noble and imperishable lessons in the
career of an individual who, without other means than a clear head, strong
arm and true heart, directed and controlled by correct principles and unerring
judgment, conquers adversity and, toiling on, finally wins not only a pecuniary
independence, but what is far greater and higher, the respect and confidence
of those with whom his active years have brought him into contact. Such a
man is John C. Riner, a retired farmer and former commissioner of Preble
county, who is now living retired in Eaton, Ohio.
John C. Riner, who formerly lived in Gratis township, Preble county,
Ohio, was born on a farm in that township, April 7, 1848, the son of Henry
and Elizabeth (Christman) Riner. Henry Riner was born in the same township and was the son of John Riner, who was born in Frederick county, Maryland. John Riner came to Preble county, Ohio, when a young man and settled in Gratis township, where he married Lena Huffman, upon whose death
he married, secondly, Mary Osborne, who was the mother of Henry, Wesley,
Julia A., Rebecca, Mary and Elizabeth.
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Henry Riner was reared in Gratis township and there married Elizabeth
Christman, a member of an old and respected family in Preble county, to
which union three children were born, Susanna, the widow of Doctor
Quimby; John C , the subject of this sketch; and C. W., of Cheyenne,
Wyoming.
John C. Riner was reared on the farm and attended the district schools,
later attending a select school at Seven Mile, Butler county, Ohio. He lived
in this latter county until twenty years of age, at which time he returned to
Gratis township, where he lived for five years, after which he returned to
Butler county, where he was married, June 18, 1873, to Elizabeth A. Speer,
who was reared at Seven Mile, in Butler county, and was educated at the
academy at that place. After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Riner lived at
Seven Mile for one year and then came to Preble county, locating in Gratis
township, where they remained until their removal to Eaton in September,
1907. Mr. Riner owns ten acres on the Lewisburg road, known as the Henry
Kester place, which is his home. He also owns two hundred and three acres
of excellent land in Gratis township, practically all of which he has acquired
by his own efforts.
Mr. and Mrs. Riner are the parents of seven children, Charles Hawley,
Harry, Edward J., Nellie, Clifford, Edith and Glenn S., all of whom are married except Edith and Glenn S.
Charles Hawley Riner, who was a farmer, married Agnes Young, to
which union two children were born, John Alden and Lloyd Young. He
died in 1905 and his widow is now living in Wisconsin. Harry Riner, who
is a traveling salesman for the Rumley Products Company, married Neda B.
Englar and is living at Columbus, Ohio. Edward J. Riner married Laura
Harrell and is living at Spokane, Washington, where he is engaged as superintendent of grounds and buildings of the Spokane public schools. Clifford
Riner, who is a traveling salesman for a lumber company and lives at Columbus, Ohio, married Bessie Englar and has one son, J. Englar. Nellie married C. V. Zimmerman, an attorney, of Cincinnati, Ohio, and has two children, Margaret and Elizabeth. Edith is living at home with her parents.
Glenn S. Riner lives at Dayton, Ohio, where he is employed as a salesman
with the Rike-Kumler Company. These children of Mr. and Mrs. Riner
received their elementary education in the home schools, supplementing the
same with courses at the Ohio State Normal.
For many years Mr. Riner was one of the substantial and enterprising
farmers of Gratis township. He is a descendant of one of the oldest families
in Preble county. By his sound judgment, he has accumulated a handsome
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farm that is well kept, he having kept abreast of the latest agricultural
methods. Mr. Riner's wife has been a faithful and loving helpmate, her
assistance having been a very material factor in the attainment of the distinct success which has marked their efforts.
Mr. Riner is a Republican and was elected county commissioner in 1884
and served until 1891, a little more than six years. Mr. and Mrs. Riner and
family are members of the Presbyterian church. As a neighbor, he has held
a high place in the esteem of all with whom he has come in contact. He
made a faithful member of the board of county commissioners and looked
well after the interests of the county while holding this office. Mr. and Mrs.
Riner now live at the north end of Maple street in their large brick dwelling,
situated on ten acres of land, and are now enjoying the fruits of their early
labors. Few people in Preble county are better known or more highly respected than Mr. and Mrs. John C. Riner.

JOSEPH L. BAKER.
The men most influential in promoting social growth and development
and in giving character to the times in which they live are men of influence.
Men may exercise influence in two ways, first by example and second by
the precepts which they expound. J. L. Baker, a farmer living on Rural
Route 9, out of Eaton, Ohio, is a man whose life serves as a worthy example to the rising generation. Moreover, Mr. Baker for many years was a
school teacher in Ohio and still later a preceptor in Indian schools in the
west. His life therefore combines the two most important functions by
which man is enabled to serve humanity. Mr. Baker is a man who combines the elements of the student and the energy of the public-spirited man
of affairs. A considerable part of his life has been devoted to the noble and
humane work of teaching a race that is fast disappearing in this country.
With this wide and varied experience behind him and his unusual success
as a farmer, Mr. Baker is entitled to rank as a representative citizen of
Preble county.
Joseph L. Baker was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, March 21, 1856, the
son of Emillian and Sarah (Quigley) Baker, the former a native of Germany who came to the United States and settled at Cincinnati, Ohio, where
he worked at his trade of tailor until he enlisted in the Union army during
the Civil War. He was a member of Company C, Thirty-fifth Regiment
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Ohio Volunteer Infantry, enlisting in September, 1861, and serving nearly
four years. The last battle in which he was engaged was that of Nashville,
Tennessee. He took part in many battles and throughout his career as a
soldier was never wounded.
In 1850, at New Orleans, Louisiana, Emillian Baker married Sarah
Quigley, who came from Germany to New Orleans with a friend and became acquainted with Mr. Baker in that city. After their marriage, they
located at Jacksonboro, Butler county, Ohio, where Mr. Baker lived as a
farmer the rest of his life, his death occurring in 1904. His widow survived him ten years, her death occurring in December, 1914.
Emillian and Sarah (Quigley) Baker were the parents of seven children, six of whom are now living, John 0., the postmaster of Middletown,
Ohio; William E., a well-known engineer of Middletown, Ohio; James M.,
a successful physician and surgeon at Decatur, Illinois; Albert L., who is
in the cement business in Houston, Texas; Mary, the wife of James Rainey,
•of Decatur, Illinois, and J. L.', the subject of this sketch.
Joseph L. Baker was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, and when three years
•old moved with his parents to Jacksonboro, Ohio, where he attended the
graded school, finishing the course. In 1873 Mr. Baker began to teach and
for some years taught in the schools of Jacksonboro, Somerville, West
Middletown and Amanda.
On October 1, 1881, Joseph L. Baker was married at Jacksonboro,
Ohio, to Henrietta Owsley, who was born March 25, 1857, the daughter of
Samuel and Lucy (Betterton) Owsley. After their marriage, Mr. Baker
was made superintendent and Mrs. Baker matron of the Indian schools at
Ft. Peck, Montana. After they were there four years the institution was
destroyed by fire and they were transferred to Ft. Shaw, Montana, occupying similar positions there for six months, at the end of which time Mr.
Baker was sent to Ft. Hall, Idaho, Mrs. Baker occupying the position of matron at that place also. They remained there one year and were then transferred to Harrison Indian Institute in Oregon, both retaining the positions
they had occupied at their previous stations. After being there one year,
Mr. Baker resigned and was out of the service six months. At the end of
that period he was reinstated and sent to the. Sisseton Indian school, in
South Dakota, at which point Mrs. Baker again was made matron. They
held these positions for six years and were then transferred to the Osage
Indian school in Oklahoma. After being at this latter school for three and
one-half years, both quit the Indian education service permanently and Mr.
Baker purchased his present farm in Dixon township, Preble county.
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Mr. and Mrs. Baker are the parents of two daughters, Anna, who is
the wife of Orville Flora and lives on the same farm as Mr. and Mrs. Baker,
and Jessie, who was graduated from the Germantown high school and isstill at home.
Mr. Baker is independent in politics. Fraternally, he is a member of
the Masonic lodge, at MJdclletowh, Ohio. _TheJ3.ak.er.family are well known
and highly respected in Preble county, and it is unnecessary to say that they
merit the esteem in which they are held by their many friends.

GEORGE W. STRAW.
George W. Straw needs no introduction to the people of Preble county,,
since his entire life has been spent in this county. His life has been devoted,,
not only to fostering his own interests, but also to the welfare of his neighbors. An honorable representative of one of the esteemed families of his
section, and a gentleman of high character and worthy ambition, he has
filled no small place in the public eye. He is a splendid type of the intelligent, self-made American in the full sense of the term, and is regarded as
one of the very enterprising farmers of Preble county. Mr. Straw is now
living retired at 531 North Baron street, Eaton, Ohio.
George W. Straw was born on a farm in Washington township, September 14, 1850, a son of Peter and Maria (Huffman) Straw. Peter Straw
was born in Germany, and was educated in that country. He came to the
United States when a young man and located in Twin township, this county..
His wife also was a native of Germany, and came to the United States
when young, her parents also locating in Twin township, this county. Peter
Straw had but seventy-five cents when he landed in this country, but with
true German thrift, he set to work at once, first being employed on a farm
by the month, and when he was married had saved but little. He was a man
worth ten thousand dollars when he died in 1874. His wife died in 1880.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Straw were the parents of the following children r.
William, a retired farmer, who lives on Maple street, Eaton, Ohio; Joseph,
a farmer of Washington township, this county; George W., the immediate
subject of this review; Emma, the wife of George Boner, of Kansas, andSandi, the wife of Robert Appleby, who lives on Cherry street, Eaton.
George W. Straw was reared on a farm until he was sixteen years of
age, at which time he moved to Eaton and there learned the harness trade..
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He did not like this trade, however, and presently purchased fifty-four acres
of land in Washington township, this county. By industry and economy
he paid for this land and finally became the owner of ninety-five acres of
good farming land. He remained on this farm for sixteen years, when he
returned to Eaton and worked at his trade for John Deem for four years,
after which, in 1905, he retired from active life.
Mr. Straw was married November 19, 1874, to Elizabeth Siebert, who
was born November 19, 1856, the daughter of Augustus and Elizabeth
(Shafer) Siebert, the former a native of Germany and the latter a native
of Preble county, Ohio, who were the parents of ten children, four of whom
are now living as follow: Catherine, the wife of Christian Gugel, of Dayton, Ohio; Augustus, of Millville, Ohio; Maria, the wife of Joseph Straw,
of Washington township, this county; Elizabeth, the wife of Mr. Straw,
who received her education in the public schools of Eaton.
To George W. and Elizabeth (Siebert) Straw four children have been
born: Albert, a farmer of Washington township, this county; Cora, the
wife of Bruce Rollman, who lives in Coldwater, Ohio; Augustus, a farmer
of Washington township, this county, and Myrtle, the wife of Lerton Lincoln, who lives in Montgomery county, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Straw have
ten grandchildren.
Mr. Straw is identified with the Republican party and was at one time
a trustee of Washington township. Fraternally, he is a member of Eaton
Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a past grand in
that lodge. Mr. and Mrs. Straw are now enjoying the fruits of their early
labors, and surrounded by every convenience are thoroughly equipped to
enjoy their declining years. They are honored and respected in the community where they live.

EDWIN O. MURRAY.
The best title one can establish to the high and generous esteem of an
intelligent community is a protracted and honorable residence there. Edwin O. Murray has resided in Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio,
practically all of his life. His career has been a commendable one and well
deserves to be perpetuated on the pages of a historical work such as this.
Mr. Murray applied himself diligently; to his work and waited for the reward which the fullness of time has brought. Today he is one of the substantial financiers of Preble county, a successful merchant, a wise and judicious- banker and a capable farmer.
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Edwin O. Murray was born south of New Paris in Jefferson township,
Preble county, Ohio, on April 13, 1873, the son of James and Martha
(Mills) Murray. James Murray, who died March 25, 1905, was the son
of Mitchell and Lydia (Brazier) Murray. Mitchell Murray was reared,
educated and married in Delaware. He came to Preble county, Ohio, about
1840, and located in Eaton, then a mere village, where he lived for several
years. Later he located in the southern part of Darke county, Ohio, north
of Eldorado, and there lived on a farm. Subsequently, he moved to a farm
in Jackson township, Preble county, and after several years of residence
there purchased a farm in Darke county, Ohio, where he spent the rest of
his life. Mitchell Murray was the father of ten children. Seven of his sons,
David, Joseph, Lemuel, John, James, Alfred and Henry, enlisted from Jackson township, Preble county, in the Union army and served their country
during the Civil War. John Murray was confined in Libby prison for eighteen months, but survived the war. Besides these children, there were
Tunard, Amos and Sarah, the latter the wife of John F. Ervin, of Eldorado,
all of whom are now deceased.
James Murray was the father of seven children, six of whom are living: Edwin O., the subject of this sketch; Olive M., who married J. W
Tyler and died July 16, 1914; Charles A., a graduate of New Paris high
school and a farmer of Jackson township; Elwood, who was graduated from
the Jackson township high school at Campbellstown and lives at home in
Jefferson township; Cora, who was graduated from the New Paris high
school and is the wife of Dr. W. H. Swisher, of Dayton, Ohio; Ethel, who
is unmarried and at home, and Elbert J., who was graduated from the New
Paris high school and also is at home.
Edwin O. Murray was reared on the farm and educated in the public
schools and the New Paris high school. He also was graduated from the
Richmond (Indiana) Business College, after which he accepted a position
in the First National Bank at Richmond, Indiana, where he remained about
two vears. At the end of this time, Mr. Murray was elected cashier of the
Farmers Bank at New Paris, Ohio. Mr. Murray assisted in the reorganization of this latter bank, which is now known as the Farmers Banking Companv. He served ten years as cashier and is still in the bank as one of the
directors. He also is a director of the bank at New Madison. Mr. Murray
also spends considerable time looking after his heavy farming interests.
On June 18, 1908, Edwin O. Murray was married to Minnie Coons,
who was born in Darke county, Ohio, and who was graduated from the
Eldorado high school. She also attended the National Normal School at
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Lebanon, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Murray began housekeeping at New Paris,
where they now live. They have two children, Janice, born January 19,
1910, and Stanley J., born November 17, 1912.
Mr. Murray is a Republican and for years has possessed considerable
local influence in politics. He has served as a member of the New Paris
town council. Mr.._Murray is a member of the Presbyterian church and has
served as one of the trustees of this church. Fraternally, he is a member of
Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias, in which he has served as
keeper of the records and seal. He is a man of modest and unassuming demeanor, possessed of much natural good sense and sound judgment. His
heavy financial interests have not interfered with his duties to the public.
His larger obligations to the community have been faithfully fulfilled. He
is a man who, in every way, deserves the esteem in which he is held by his
fellow citizens.

JOHN J. KAYLER.
Among the successful, self-made men of Preble county, Ohio, whose
efforts and influence have contributed to the progress and prosperity of this
county, John J. Kayler, a farmer and stockman and ex-president of the
Preble County Fair Association, occupies a conspicuous place. Being ambitious from the first, Mr. Kayler has surmounted difficulties and has arisen
to a prominent position in the commercial, agricultural and financial circles
of his community. Not only this, but he has won the confidence and esteem
of those with whom he has had relations in either a business or social range
and for years has been considered one of the representative citizens of
Preble county. Early in life, Mr. Kayler realized that there is a definite
purpose in life and that no honor is worth while which is not founded on
worth and no achievements of any consequence that are not founded on
unremitting zeal. His life and labors have been worthy in every respect,
because they have contributed to a proper understanding of the life and the
problems of the community in which he lives.
John J. Kayler, one of the leading factors in the Preble County Fair
Association for twenty-five years and the proprietor of "Lowery Hill" farm,
consisting of two hundred and sixty acres, four and one-half miles north
of Eaton, wras born on the farm he now owns November 17, 1849. He is
the son of William and Rebecca (Delawter) Kayler, the former of whom
was born in Rockingham county, Virginia. At the age of six William Kay-
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ler came with his parents to Ohio and here grew to manhood. He married
Rebecca Delawter, the daughter of Jacob Delawter. John Kayler, the father
of William Kayler, came to Preble county, Ohio, from Virginia, settling in
1815 on the farm which Mr. Kayler now owns. William Kayler was a
prominent worker in the Lutheran church and throughout his life was an
active and influential Democrat. He died in 1876, his wife dying in 1892.
They were the parents of eleven children, three of whom died in infancy,
Matilda, Levi and Franklin; Josiah and Elizabeth died after reaching mature
years. Six are still living, Mary J., the wife of Samuel Kesler; Malinda,
the widow of Francis Harshman; Sarah, the wife of Henry Ehler; Laura,
the wife of Frank Dalrymple; Nora, the wife of George Ehler, and John J.
John J. Kayler was reared on the home farm where he now lives, and
was educated in the public schools. He obtained a certificate to teach school
early in life. He remained with his father until his marriage at the age of
twenty-seven, on October 28, 1875, to Sarah V. Dalrymple, who was the
daughter of John Dalrymple and was reared in Preble county, Ohio.
To John J. and Sarah V. (Dalrymple) Kayler were born six children,
two of whom are'now living, Estie, who married Tresie Morris; Bertie, the
wife of Wilbur McMechan, of Campbellstown, Ohio; Benjamin L., who
died at the age of thirty-three; Charles, who died at the age of twentyeight, and Maude, the wife of Alvin House, who died at the age of eighteen.
The mother of these children died December 31, 1908, and Mr. Kayler
married, secondly, October 28, 1910, Gertrude Thompson, to which union
four children have been born, Paul, born in November, 1911; Wilson, born
October 23, 1912; Leonard, born October 14, 1913, and John J., Jr., born
April 3, 1915.
Mr. and Mrs. Kayler are members of the First Christian church at
Eaton, Ohio. Mr. Kayler is a member of Waverly Lodge, No. 143, Knights
of Pythias, and served as a member of the building committee of this lodge.
He is also a past chancellor of this lodge, and his two sons, Charles and Benjamin, also were past chancellors. Mr. Kayler is a member of Bolivar
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, of Eaton, and of the Independent Order
of Foresters, of which he was a charter member. Politically, he is a Democrat and served for many years as a justice of the peace. He has been the
main spring of the Preble County Fair Association for many years, and is
at present a member of the executive committee. Mr. Kayler is a general
stock raiser. He is known as a great friend of the children and aside
from his own family, reared Ora Noaks and Lovie Wolf.
(33)
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In 1914 the state of Ohio gave a trip to Washington, Philadelphia
and New York to the boy who raised the most corn on an acre of land,
and to the girl who could bake the best bread. Mr. Kayler accompanied
the winners of these prizes on this trip and enjoyed the trip immensely.
Mr. Kayler is a popular and representative citizen of Preble county and his
life has been filled with good works.

NELSON J. QUINN.
It is one of the commendable features of our government that it acknowledges no hereditary rank or title, no nobility save that of nature,
leaving every man to establish his own rank or become the artificer of his
own fortune. Places of honor and trust, rank or preferment, thus happily
placed before every individual, high or low, rich Or poor, to be striven for
by all, but earned only by perseverance, are almost sure to be Tilted by deserving men, or at least, by those possessing the energy and talent essential to success in public position. Nelson J. Quinn affords a conspicuous
example of the successful, self-made American citizen who is not only eminently deserving the confidence reposed in him by his fellow citizens but
who also possesses the energy and talent necessary to discharge the duties
involved in heavy business responsibilities. The dean of commercial circles in Eaton, Ohio, he having been longer in continuous business service
than any other merchant or tradesman in that city, possessed of a vigorous
mentality, Mr. Quinn finds these qualities the chief factors in carving out
a career that has been above reproach.
Nelson J. Quinn, dealer in coal, building material and leaf tobacco, at
Eaton, Ohio, was born in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio, May 1,
1841, the son and only child of John L. and Louisa (Hewitt) Quinn, natives of Preble county.
John L. Quinn was a farmer in young manhood, later going to Eaton,
where, in 1862, he engaged in the grain business, which business he continued for several years, at the end of which time he and his son, Nelson
J., became dealers in leaf tobacco in which business they continued until
the death of John L. Quinn in 1899, at the age of seventy-nine years and
four months. His wife had preceded him to the grave four years, her death
having occurred in 1895 at the age of seventy-five years. They were members of the Christian (Newlight) church, in which Mr. Quinn was a deacon

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

515

for forty-one years, in all of which time he never missed a communion service. He was township trustee and infirmary director at the same time for
several years.
The paternal grandparents of Nelson J. Quinn were James and Sarah
(Glines) Quinn, the former a native of Georgia and the latter of one of the
eastern states. They were pioneers of Preble county, having come here in
1808. James Quinn was a farmer and died at the age of forty-four, his
wife living to be seventy-five. They had seven children, John L., Eliza,
Robert M., James H., William D., Joseph H. and Sarah Jane. The maternal grandparents of Nelson J. Quinn were Philip and Hannah (Clawson)
Hewitt, natives of North Carolina and Ohio, respectively, pioneer farmers
in Twin township, Preble county. In their declining years they moved to
Miamisburg, where Mrs. Hewitt died. Mr. Hewitt then returned to Preble
county and here spent the remainder of his days. They were the parents
of Levi, Louisa, Elizabeth, Celina and Hannah. Philip Hewitt's father was
Philip Hewitt, a soldier in the Revolutionary War, who enlisted from Guilford county, North Carolina. He was born in Berks county, Pennsylvania,
March 8, 1754, and died in Montgomery county, Ohio, May 14, 1846, at
the age of ninety-two. His wife died ten days prior to his death. They
had nine children, Henry, Simon, Philip, Michael, Mary, Fanny, Catharine,
Elizabeth and Sarah.
Nelson J. Quinn was born and reared in Preble county and this county
has always been his home. He grew up on the farm and attended the district schools, later attending the Eaton high school. In 1864 he enlisted in
Company D, One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served about four months as a corporal. Before going to the
was he was in business with his father, in the sale of leaf tobacco, and after
the war resumed this business with his father, which he still continues in
connection with the coal business.
On March 3, 1864, Nelson J. Quinn was married to Martha A. May, who
was born January 11, 1845, the daughter of Jacob and Isabel (Patton)
May, to which union twelve children were born, Minnie, Laura, Irvin L.,
Lucy, Grace, Elsie, Bertha, Harry, John L., Walter, Ada and one'who died
in infancy. Minnie lives at home. Laura married F. E. Overholser, of
Eaton, and has two children, Harold and Henry Nelson. Irvin L. is in his
father's employ. Lucy is at home. Grace (deceased) was the wife of
Frank Burson. Elise married Robert Bloom, of Dayton, and has one
daughter, Martha. Bertha is at home. Harry, who resides in Eaton, mar-
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ried Gertrude Pugh and has one son, Pearson. John L., who is in the grocery business with his brother, Harry, married Anna Huber and has three
children, William, Robert and Maxwell. Walter died at the age of seven.
Ada is at home. The mother of these children died January 13, 1912, at
the age of sixty-seven years and two days. Mrs. Quinn was a member of
the Christian church, as is also Mr. Quinn, having joined the church in 1872.
She was born in Dixon township, Preble county, Ohio. Her parents came
from Hamilton county, Ohio, to Preble county when they were young and
spent all of their lives here. They had fifteen children, a number of whom
died young. Those who lived to maturity were Louisa, Martha, Martin,
Allen, David and Caroline.
Mrs. Quinn was a devoted wife and a loving mother and took a keen
interest in her children and in the business success of her husband. She
was unselfish, generous and devoted to the precepts of the Christian religion which she practiced in her every day life.
Mr. Quinn is one of the venerable citizens of Preble county and no
man stands higher in public esteem at Eaton than he. He is an honored
member of the Grand Army of the Republic, attached to the post at Eaton,
and takes an active interest in the affairs of the same. He is devoted to the
best interests of his home city and ever has been found in the forefront of
those most active in promoting the general welfare of the community.

EDWARD R. CLARK.
The twentieth century farmer knows very little of the disadvantages
which surrounded the pioneer farmer of Ohio. No longer is the farmer compelled to rise early in the morning and continue his labors far into the evening. The farmer of today can do as much work in a half-day as his father
fifty years ago could do in a whole day. The free mail delivery leaves the
daily paper on his doorstep each morning. The telephone puts him into
communication with his neighbors, while the interurban car and automobile
enable him to participate in all of the entertaining features of city life. The
present generation of farmers has no forests to clear, few swamps to drain,
and hundreds of inventions have been designed to lighten the labors of the
farm and to make the toil less arduous. The flail of our fathers has given
way to the threshing machine; even the old-fashioned corn cutter is laid on
the shelf and corn is now cut by machinery. The old-fashioned shucking-
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peg has given way to the modern corn-shredder, and, surrounded by such
conditions, the farmer of the present century can have all the advantages of
the dwellers of the city with few of their disadvantages. The pioneer farmers are fast passing away and in the next few years they will be gone. The
subject of this sketch is one of the present generation of farmers who is
possessed of a comfortable competency and who has made a remarkable success in his chosen vocation. Edward R. Clark not only is well known in
Jefferson township, but, as an enterprising and progressive farmer, is known
throughout Preble county.
Edward R. Clark was born June 15, 1870, in Wayne county, Indiana.
He is now the proprietor of "Fair Mead" stock farm, consisting of two
hundred and ninety acres one mile southeast of New Paris. Mr. Clark's
parents were George W. and Martha A. (Reid) Clark, the former of whom
was born in Union county, Indiana, in 1836, and the latter in New Paris,
Ohio, in 1837. George W. Clark was the son of William and Emily (Ward)
Clark. William Clark was a native of Maryland, and his wife was a native
of Union county, Indiana. William Clark and Emily Ward were married
in Union county, Indiana, and moved to Wayne county, Indiana, in 1862.
They lived there until past middle age, when they moved to New Paris,
Ohio, where they spent the rest of their lives. William Clark was a wellknown millwright and skilled mechanic in his early life and he built many
grist, saw and carding mills. He was an active and enterprising citizen
and an upright man in every respect. He operated the famous Willow
Grove mill near Centerville, Indiana, under the firm name of Clark & Smith.
William Clark and wife were the parents of six children, three of whom are
now living-; Martha, the wife of James Norton, of Ashley, Illinois; F. M.,
a retired miller of Richmond, Indiana, and O. P., who is secretary and
treasurer of the Los Angeles (California) Title and Trust Company.
George W. Clark was reared in Union and Wayne counties, Indiana,
and was educated in the district schools. He learned the miller's trade and
was engaged in this business for twenty-five years under the firm name of
Clark & Yaryan. In 1880 he purchased the farm now owned by Edward
Clark and moved on it, living there until the fall of 1893, when he moved to
New Paris, Ohio, where he died, December 1, 1904. George W. Clark was
(married in Preble county, Ohio, and was the father of four children: W.
R., a traveling salesman, who lives in New Paris; Edward R., the subject
of this sketch; Walter C , a traveling salesman, of New York City, and
Mary, the wife of Earl C. Pence, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Edward R. Clark came to the farm when ten years old and was edu-

5l8

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

cated in the Preble county schools and in New Paris. After he had finished
his education, he began farming. He has made an unusual success of farming and is an extensive breeder of the best grades of live stock.
On November 15, 1893, Edward R. Clark was married to Carrie L.
Kirkpatrick, a native of New Paris, Ohio, born February 17, 1872, who
was graduated from the New Paris High School. To this union three children have been born: Paul W., who was graduated from the New Paris
high school and is now a student in Ohio State University at Columbus,
Ohio; F. Mildred, who also was graduated from the New Paris high school,
and Julian E., born December 23, 1914.
Mr. and Mrs. Clark are members of the Christian church at New Paris
and Mr. Clark is a deacon in this church and a member of the official
board. Fraternally, he is a member and past master of Fellowship Lodge
No. 106, Free and Accepted Masons, and a member of Eaton Chapter,
Royal Arch Masons. He is a member of New Paris Lodge No. 303, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and is a past grand in that lodge. He
has represented the Masonic lodge at the Ohio grand lodge. Politically,
Mr. Clark is a Republican and served as trustee of Jefferson township for
ten years, and is now a member of the board of education of that township.
Mr. Clark made a splendid record as a public official. In the township
where he lives, his interest and ability as an educational director are generally recognized. The Clark family are popular socially in New Paris
and Jefferson township and are well known throughout Preble county. Mr.
Clark must be accepted as one of the leading citizens of this county.

MARTIN J. CUNNINGHAM.
The United States is the most cosmopolitan nation of the earth. Her
citizens are drawn from every country and clime, and a residence of a few
years in this country so imbues the newcomers with the American spirit
that they become our best citizens. No nation has furnished better or more
substantial citizens to this country than has the little island of Ireland.
From the Emerald Isle have come many families who have won honored
places in the communities where they have settled. Among the many families of Irish descent that have come to Ohio, there is none more loyal to
the adopted country than the Cunningham family, of New Paris and Preble
county.
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Martin J. Cunningham, the present head of the family in the NewParis section of Preble county, and a section foreman in the service of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, was born in New Paris, Ohio, November
25, 1868, the son of Simon and Mary (Maloney) Cunningham, the former
born in County Clare, Ireland, in 1839, and the latter born in the same county. They came to the United States early in life and located at Richmond,
Indiana. Simon Cunningham became a section foreman and for many years
had charge of the same section of tracks now supervised by his son, Martin
J. Simon Cunningham lived at Dayton a short time, but later located in
New Paris, Ohio, where he spent the remainder of his life, his death occurring in 1878, his wife surviving him until June 13, 1907. They were
the parents of nine children, five of whom are living: Thomas S., who is a
fireman on the Rock Island & Pacific Railroad and lives in Chicago, Illinois; John F., who lives in Dayton, Ohio, and is in the state auditor's office;
Maggie, who is unmarried and lives in Chicago, Illinois; Martin J., the subject of this sketch, and Nora, the wife of A. J. Canny, who lives in New
Paris. The deceased children are Michael, Simon A., Michael the second
and Mary, who was the wife of William Colvin.
Martin J. Cunningham was reared in New Paris, Ohio, and attended
the public schools of the village. He was first employed as a water boy and
in lighting the switch lamps on the Pennsylvania railroad. Later he was
employed as section hand, and in April, 1888, was promoted to section foreman, in which capacity he is still serving.
Mr. Cunningham was married January 26, 1898, to Mary Westendorf,
who was born in Aurora, Indiana, April 10, 1875, and who lived in Richmond until she was married. Mrs. Cunningham was educated in the Catholic schools of Richmond, Indiana.
After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham began houskeeping in
New Paris, Ohio. They were" only modestly circumstanced when they started in life, but have managed to acquire a substantial competence and now
own a splendid home in New Paris. They have one child living, Simon M.,
who was born March 26, 1900, and who is in his second year in the New
Paris high school.
All of the members of the Cunningham family are members of the
Catholic church at New Paris. Mr. Cunningham is a member of the Knights
of Columbus and the Ancient Order of Hibernians at Richmond, Indiana.
Politically, he is a Democrat. Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham are quiet, unassuming people and honorable citizens of New Paris, where they have spent
most of their lives.
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SOPHIA AND ELIZABETH REHFUSS.
Two of the best known women living in the city of Eaton, Ohio, are
Sophia and Elizabeth Rehfuss, whose home is at No. 223 Main street. The
Misses Rehfuss are daughters of Martin and Catherine A. (Rehfuss) Rehfuss. Martin Rehfuss was born February II, 1827, in Balingen, Wurtemburg, Germany, and came to America in 1854, the trip across the Atlantic
requiring seventy days. He first located at Franklin, Ohio, where he followed the tanner's trade, which trade he had previously learned in his native land. Later he came to Preble county and was in the tanning business
for himself at West Alexandria, for two years. He then came to Eaton,
Ohio, and engaged in the tannery business which he continued for forty
years. In 1867 he built his home in Eaton, and also the building in which
his business was housed, on South Beach street.
Martin Rehfuss was married June 29, 1856, at Eaton, Ohio, to Catherine A. Rehfuss, who was born September 4, 1837, in the same city as her
husband, and who came to America when seventeen years of age. Mrs.
Rehfuss was a faithful and loving mother and a dutiful and honored wife.
To this union twelve children were born, nine of whom are now living.
Martin Rehfuss, Jr., a retired wholesale leather and harness dealer, married Emma Moffett, of Glenwood Springs, Colorado, and lives in Indianapolis, Indiana; Charles A., a druggist in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, married
Cora Porter, of Belvidere, Illinois, and they have one daughter, Leonette; George, a wholesale harness and leather dealer of Peoria, Illinois,
married Jennie Selby, of Peoria; Jacob H., a druggist of Brooklyn, New
York, married Mayme Sivers, of Stockton, California, and they had one
child, who died in ininfacy; William H., unmarried, is engaged in the wholesale harness and leather business with his brother, George, at Peoria, Illinois;
Mary R., the widow of F. M. Deem, lives in Eaton, Ohio, and has one daughter, Marie Catherine Deem; Sophia and Elizabeth, both unmarried, and the
immediate subjects of this sketch, living in Eaton, Ohio, and Carrie, the wife
of Millard F. Michael, of Eaton, Ohio.
The father of these children died on December 23, 1911, and his widow
died on September 6, 1913. Mr. Rehfuss was a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and also of the encampment. He loved his lodge
very much and was a faithful attendant throughout his life, particularly in
the days when he was enjoying good health. He was confirmed in the
German Lutheran church in the old country. Martin Rehfuss was a man
of genial disposition and much beloved in the community in which he lived
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for so many years. His wife also was confirmed in the German Lutheran
church at the age of fourteen in her native land, but there being no church
of this denomination in Eaton, Mrs. Rehfuss later became a member of the
First Presbyterian Church, and her four daughters are active and earnest
workers in that church.
Both Sophia and Elizabeth Rehfuss are women of strong mental attainments, are wide readers and are well informed in the sphere of women's activities. They are cultured and refined and popular in their home
community, where they have a large circle of friends and acquaintances.

WINFIELD S. PLUMMER.
The greatness of a community or state does not consist of the machinery of government or institutions, but rather of the sterling qualities of
the individual citizen. In his capacity for high and unselfish effort and his
devotion to the public welfare, Winfield S. Plummer has conferred honor
and dignity upon his locality because he has led an honorable life, has been
successful in his private business and is a potent influence for good in the
community in which he lives. His labors have contributed to make Preble
county one of the most flourishing and progressive sections of the state of
Ohio.
Winfield S. Plummer was born July 31, 1852, on the farm which he
now owns in Washington township, Preble county, Ohio. He is the son of
Thomas and Martha (Williams) Plummer, the former of whom was born
in North Carolina. Thomas Plummer went with his parents to Indiana
when a lad and lived there for a short time. Later he came to Preble
county, Ohio, locating in Washington township, one-half mile southwest of
Eaton. After a sometime residence there he went west to Iowa and later
to Kansas, where he died. His widow returned to Preble county and
lived here the remainder of her life. Thomas Plummer and wife were the
parents of six children, three of whom are living, Winfield S., the subject
of this sketch, James W. Plummer, of Topeka, Kansas, and L. B., of Eaton,
Ohio.
Winfield S. Plummer was reared on the farm in Washington township
and lived there until seventeen years old, at which time he went with his
parents to Iowa. They lived there about eighteen months when they went
to Kansas. Here they lived until 1901 when they returned to Preble county,
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Ohio. Mr. Plummer received his education in the common schools of Ohio
and Iowa. When he was twenty-one years of age he homesteaded eighty
acres and lived on this until the claim was proved. Later he lived on another eighty acres which his mother owned and bought eighty acres in addition to that which he previously owned.
In May, 1879, Winfield S. Plummer was married to Maria Lawson,
the daughter of James and Margaret Lawson, who was born in Indiana and
educated in the public schools of Indiana and Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Plummer are the parents of four children, Bonnie, James B., Martha and Charles.
Bonnie is the wife of Charles Stephens and lives in Eaton. James B. finished the district schools and took a business course. He is now a farmer
in Montana; Martha and Charles are at home with their parents.
Mr. Plummer is the proprietor of "Crystal Springs" farm, consisting
of one hundred and ninety-eight acres one-half mile southwest of Eaton,
Ohio. He is a breeder of mule-foot hogs, the herd being headed by "Plummer's Choice." All the rest of the stock is strictly high grade.
Mr. Plummer is a quiet, unassuming, honorable citizen, highly respected in the community in which he lives. He and his wife are members
of the Christian church. He is identified with the Republican party, but
has never taken an active part in political affairs. He is a member of the
Fraternal Aid Association.

JOHN SCHLOTTERBECK.
The life which is most useful and desirable is the one which results in
the greatest good to the greatest number. Though all do not reach the
heights to which they aspire, yet in some things each can win success and
make life a blessing to his fellow men. It is not necessary for one to occupy
eminent public position to do so, for in other walks of life there remains
much good to be accomplished and many opportunities- for the exercise of
talent and influence that in some way will touch the lives of those with whom
we come in contact, making their lives better and brighter. No profession
perhaps, offers a better opportunity for doing good and making one's self
felt in the world than that of education. In the educational life of Preble
county, Ohio, John Schlotterbeck, the superintendent of. schools at Eldorado,
occupies a prominent place, and his career forcibly illustrates what a life of
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energy can accomplish when plans are wisely laid and actions are governed
by right principles and high ideals.
John Schlotterbeck was born in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio,
February II, 1887, the son of Leo and Abbie (Penrod) Schlotterbeck. Leo
Schlotterbeck was born in Preble county, Ohio, while his wife was a native
of Shelby county, Ohio. After their marriage they resided on a farm in the
latter county for two years, at the end of which time they came to Preble
county, locating in Twin township, where they lived until 1905, in which year
Mr. Schlotterbeck went to Lewisburg, where for some years he engaged in
the mercantile business, and is now a retired merchant of that village. Leo
Schlotterbeck and wife are the parents of ten children, as follow: Christian,
who was graduated from Northwestern University, at Naperville, Illinois,
and is a teacher in the public schools of Monroe township in this county;
Elma, the wife of Jacob Laird; Jennie, the wife of George Stockslager; John,
the immediate subject of this review; Agnes, a graduate of the high school
at Lewisburg, is now the wife of Roscoe Snyder; Elkanah, a student at
Bonebrake Seminary, a training school for the ministry in the United Brethren
church; Susie, a graduate of the high school, is the wife of Everett Berly;
Mary, also a graduate of the high school is the wife of Ralph Birely; Grant,
a graduate of the high school, is unmarried and lives at home; Seth, a student
in the high school at Lewisburg. Ohio.
John Schlotterbeck was married November 16, 1909, to Mary Waggoner, a daughter of William and Sarah Waggoner. Mrs. Schlotterbeck
was reand in Monroe township, receiving her education in the common
schools. To this union three children have been born: Geneva, aged five;
Lavone, aged three, and Helen, aged one. Mr. Schlotterbeck has served as
principal of the Eldorado high school for four years, and as superintendent
for one year. He was graduated from the Lewisburg high school and has
done work at Earlham College, Antioch College and at Oxford.
Politically, Mr. Schlotterbeck is a Democrat, and has been somewhat
active in local politics. His father always has been prominent in local politics. The Schlotterbeck family are all members of the church. Leo, the
father, is superintendent of the United Brethren church at Lewisburg at the
present time. Christian and wife are members of the Wares chapel in Monroe township; Jennie and husband are members of the Methodist Episcopal
church at Lewisburg; John and wife and Elma and husband hold membership
at the Lutheran church at Lewisburg while the other members of the family
are workers in and members of the United Brethren church at Lewisburg.
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Leo Schlotterbeck is a prominent member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, while John is a member of the Knights of Pythias.
John Schlotterbeck is a quiet, unassuming man, an honorable citizen of
Preble county, who has added and will continue to add distinction to the
citizenship of this great county, and very properly is held in the highest regard by all who have been brought in touch with his engaging personality.

J O S E P H LONGANECKER.
Preble county has been the home and the scene of the labors of many
men who not only led lives which served as lessons and inspirations to those
who followed after them, but who also were of important service to the
generation in which they labored. Elder Joseph Longanecker, who, in his
generation, is included in this class, is a man of well-rounded character,
sincere, devoted and loyal. His labors long have been directed toward the
growth of righteous living in the community he so long has served. Elder
Longanecker is a man of pleasing personality, of abiding and fixed convictions and an efficient and capable leader of public movements within the
range of his activity.
Joseph Longanecker, a minister of the gospel and a retired farmer living on Rural Route 1, out of West Manchester, Ohio, is a native of Miami
county, this state, born September 19, 1848, the son of Benjamin and Rebecca (Wilbaum) Longanecker. Benjamin Longanecker was the son of
Henry and Anna (Hart) Longanecker. Henry Longanecker was a native
of Pennsylvania, who migrated with his family to Miami county, about
the year 1835, settling on an unbroken farm near Covington. He cleared
away a place in the woods and there spent the rest of his life. He was a
pioneer minister of the gospel. He and his wife were the parents of four
sons and five daughters, Benjamin, David, Sarah, Anna, Esther, Henry,
Fannie, Susanna and Isaac, all of whom are now deceased.
Benjamin Longanecker was born in 1818 and died in 1905, his whole
life having been spent in Miami county. He was a deacon in the church
for many years and was a blacksmith by trade. He was also a farmer, having owned several farms in Miami county subsequent to 1853. Benjamin
Longanecker was the father of thirteen children, all of whom are living and
who are active church workers. No one of his nine sons chews, smokes
or drinks and all of them vote the Prohibition ticket. The children are
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Sarah, Jerre, Samuel, Joseph, Henry, Caroline, Susanna, Ephraim, Davis,
Ezra, Harvey, Ella and William. Sarah is the widow of William Mote and
lives in Miami county, Ohio. Jerre married Sarah Penny and lives in Lawrence, Kansas. Samuel married Susan Wolfe and lives in Anderson, Indiana. Joseph and Henry are twins and when children looked so much
alike that their parents could not tell them apart. Henry married Matilda
Isenbarger and lives in Burthold, North Dakota. Caroline is the wife of
Michael Miller and lives in Darke County, Ohio. Susanna is the widow of
Levi Miller and lives in Darke county. Ephraim married Minnie Kinsey
and lives in Miami county, Ohio. Davis married Lydia Isenbarger and
lives in Miami county. Ezra married Rose Detrick and lives in Anderson,
Indiana, where he is a physician. Harvey married Joysa Oldwine and lives
at Salem, Montgomery county, Ohio. Ella is the wife of Willis Stutsman
and lives in Canada. William is married and lives in Butler county, Ohio.
The eldest one of these children is seventy-two and the youngest is fortyeight. Most of them are farmers.
Joseph and Henry Longanecker, the twin sons of Elder Longanecker,
both are ministers of the gospel and the astonishing physical resemblance
they bear each other is borne out in the similarity of their pulpit methods,
their manner of preaching being similar to an extraordinary degree, both
exhibiting great earnestness in proclaiming the word of God. They, following in the footsteps of their venerated father, have proved a large influence in the communities in which their ministrations have been so effective.
Elder Joseph Longanecker was reared on a farm in Miami county and
obtained his education in the common schools. He was employed on his
father's farm until he reached his majority, when he started for himself.
On August 21, 1869, he married Emeline Albaugh, who was born in Miami
county, Ohio, March i, 1852, the daughter of John and Esenetta Albaugh.
To this union five children were born, three of whom are now living, Mrs.
Lillie Bredenbaugh, Mrs. Lina Beason and Mrs. Emma Hess. Mrs. Longanecker died September 1, 1879, and on September 16, 1880, Joseph Longanecker married, secondly, Maggie Albaugh, a sister of his first wife. To
this latter union three children were born, Clarence, who married Mary
Richards; Pheres, who married Emma Wertenbaker, and May, who is the
wife of Willis Wondle.
Joseph Longanecker joined the church in 1870 and was elected to the
ministry on January 20, 1882, advancing to the second degree in January,
1883. On July 26, 1900, he was ordained to the eldership and on Septem-
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ber 20, of that year was chosen as elder of Price's Creek church. He has
served as elder of that church since that date.
The second Mrs. Longanecker died February 16, 1911, and on May
27, 1914, Elder Longanecker married Mrs. Anna (Sipe) Shank, who was
born in Virginia, March 8. 1867, and came with her parents to Montgomery
county, Ohio, in 1871. She was educated in the common schools and on
October 10, 1886, married Noah Shank, by which marriage she had six
children, five of whom are living. Noah Shank died in 1911. Eld'er
Longanecker solemnized Anna Sipe's first marriage and baptized her into
the church.
Elder Joseph Longanecker is known throughout a large community for
his progressive spirit, for his initiative and for capable methods of doing
things. As a private citizen, he likewise is honored and respected by all
with whom he has come in contact during a long and busy life.

J O S E P H LARKIN BROUSE.
Success in farming depends upon something more than hard labor. A
farmer might toil from dawn to twilight every day of the year and yet fail
to accomplish very much. There must be sound judgment and discretion, a
knowledge of soil, grain, the best breeds of live stock and, in fact, the rudiments of general business. The man who accomplishes much as a farmer
and a manager of an estate in these days should be accorded rank with men
who succeeded in any other walk of life since it often requires more ingenuity and courage to succeed as a farmer than it does to succeed in other
vocations. Joseph Larkin Brouse, an enterprising farmer of Washington
township, Preble county, Ohio, has been successful in farming, not only because he has worked for this success, but, undoubtedly, more because of his
careful business methods and ability to manage. Mr. Brouse is a.man who
received a splendid general training for any vocation to which he might have
directed his energies. His success on the farm, therefore, is not surprising.
Joseph Larkin Brouse, a farmer and stockman, living at the edge of the
Eaton corporation line and the proprietor of "Hope Farm," consisting of
fifty acres, was born January 30, 1859, in Dixon township, the son of William
and Catherine (Norman) Brouse, the former a native of Starke county,
Ohio, and the latter a native of Rockingham county, Virginia.
William Brouse was the owner of the old McKinley homestead in Canton, Ohio. Both William Brouse and his wife came to Preble county some-
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time after their marriage, which occurred in Montgomery county, Ohio.
They located in Dixon township and were the parents of nine children, as
follow: Martin N., who was graduated from the National Normal, at
Lebanon, Ohio, with the degree of Bachelor of Science, and was a teacher:.
George H , Pierce, who formerly was a teacher and late a minister of the
Dunkard church in .Virginia, died March 2, i g i $ y } . Larkin, who is the
subject of this sketch; L. D., who was graduated from the Glasgow (Kentucky) Normal School with the degree of Bachelor of Science and is a
teacher at Sedalia, Ohio; John P. \V., who was graduated from the Glasgow
Normal School with the degree of Bachelor of Science and later received
the honorary degree of Doctor of Law.
Joseph Larkin Brouse was reared on a farm and educated in the district
schools. He received a certificate to teach school at the age of eighteen and
taught for twenty years. Mr. Brouse was graduated from the scientific
course of the Danville (Indiana) Normal and received the degree of Bachelor
of Science, later receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts from the National
Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio. Mr. Brouse was superintendent of the
public school at Paris, Tennessee, for one year. He took a course in civil
engineering at the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and served as city
engineer of Toledo for two years. Later he was superintendent of the West
Alexandria schools for two years and principal of the high school at Franklin, Ohio. After returning to Preble county, he taught school and farmed.
Joseph Larkin Brouse was married in 1889 to Olive M. Marker, to which
union two children have been born, Stanley C. and Carl. Stanley C. was.
graduated from the high school and in 1915 received a diploma from a veterinary school. Carl is a graduate of the Eaton high school.
Mr. Brouse is an extensive breeder of thoroughbred registered Jersey
cattle, his herd being headed by "Baron Oakland of Orange," No. 109335.
The sire of this famous animal and the granddam were both owned by William Vanderbilt, of New York City. The mother is now owned by the "Victor Farm," of New York state. Aside from his cattle. Mr. BrOuse keeps a
high grade of other live stock. He keeps a great many registered Rhode
Island chickens.
Joseph Larkin Brouse is secretary and treasurer of the farmers' institute. In politics, he is a Democrat. Although he is interested in political'
affairs, he has never held office. Mr. Brouse and family are active and devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal church. They are well known in
Eaton and Preble county and are highly respected for their many good qualities of heart and head.
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LEVI T. SHOEMAKER.
There are individuals in nearly every community who, by reason of pronounced ability and force of character, rise above the heads of the masses
and command the unbounded esteem of their fellow men. By perseverance
and a directing spirit which never fails, such men always make their presence
felt, while the vigor of their strong personality serves as a stimulus and incentive to the young and rising generation. To this energetic and enterprising class of citizens Levi T. Shoemaker, a fanner living on Rural Route No.
2, out of Camden, Ohio, very properly belongs.
Mr. Shoemaker was born in Dixon township, Preble county, Ohio, February 15, 1878, a son of Abraham and Mary (Kindley) Shoemaker, the former a native of Virginia, born in 1840, and the latter a native of Dixon township, born in 1842. Abraham Shoemaker came to Ohio in an early day, settling in Preble county, and after his marriage located on section 33 of Dixon
township. He owned about four hundred acres of land and was one of the
most prosperous farmers of the township. Both he and his wife were members of the Friends church and, politically, Mr. Shoemaker was a Prohibitionist, although he sometimes voted the Republican ticket. He and his wife
were the parents of four children, two of whom are still living. Daniel M.
is connected with the bureau of plant industry of the United States department of agriculture, and is located at Washington, D. C. He was graduated
from Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana, with the degree of Bachelor of
Science, and from Johns Hopkins University with the degree of Doctor of
Science. Levi T. is the immediate subject of this sketch. Robert F. is deceased. Martha married Walter A. Scott, a physician at St. John, Michigan,
and had one son, Robert S. Mrs. Scott is deceased.
Levi T. Shoemaker was reared on a farm in section 33 of Dixon township, receiving his early education in the common schools of his home neighborhood, later becoming a student in Earlham College. After leaving Earlham, he took up farming and has become one of the most extensive farmers
of Dixon township. He operates three hundred and twenty acres of land,
which land is known as "Burr Oak Farm." Mr. Shoemaker himself owns
eighty acres, and has an interest in one hundred and sixty acres with his
brother and his sister's son. He is an extensive breeder of Angus cattle, his
herd being headed by a good registered animal. He has been a breeder of
these cattle for the past twelve years and has met with much success in this
line of endeavor. Mr. Shoemaker also specializes in the raising of soy beans
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and in the production of Soudan grass for seed. He has built a splendid
modern residence on the farm where he lives.
On August 18, 1897, Levi Shoemaker was married to Susan E. Gillingham, who was born on a part of the George Washington estate, her father
having owned two hundred acres of this estate at Mount Vernon, Virginia.
She was reared there and educated in the schools of that district, later becoming a student in a private school in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Mr. and
Mrs. Shoemaker are the parents of three children: Mary E., a student in the
Fairhaven high school; Elsie E., a student in the public schools, and Martha
A., the youngest member of the family, also is a student in the public schools.
Mr. Shoemaker and family are members of the Friends church at Westfield, Ohio, and Mr. Shoemaker is one of the elders and also one of the trustees of the meeting at that place.
Few men are better known in Preble county than Levi T. Shoemaker, a
man who has always been guided by the very strictest principles of justice
and fair dealing, and a man who is honored and respected for these sterling
traits of character.

ORLA P. KIMMEL.
It is proper to judge of the success of a man's life by the estimation in
which he is held by the people who know him. They see him at work, in his
family circle, in church, hear his views on public questions, and observe the
operation of his code of morals. They witness how he conducts himself in
all the relations of society and civilization, and are therefore competent to
judge of his merits and demerits. The best testimonial of the character of
Orla P. Kimmel is the official position which he holds. Mr. Kimmel is superintendent of the children's home of Preble county, Ohio.
Orla P. Kimmel was born in Monroe township, Preble county, Ohio,
November 26, 1874, the son of Peter and Elzina (Potterf) Kimmel, the
former of whom was born in Preble county, Ohio, in 1838, the son of Jacob
Kimmel. Peter Kimmel's wife was born in Gasper township, Preble county,
Ohio. The maternal great-great-grandfather, Gasper Potterf, laid out Gasper township in this county, which bears his name. The father and mother
of Orla P. Kimmel were married in Preble county. They were farmers, but
in 1910, they moved to the village of Eldorado, where they now reside,
honorable and respected citizens. They were the parents of ten children,
(34)
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eight of whom are living, as follow: William E. is a tailor at Columbus,
Ohio; Delia is the wife of C. H. Hart, of Minneapolis, Minnesota; Irvin is
married and lives in Monroe township, where he is engaged in farming; Mattie is the wife of Clem McKee, and lives in Monroe township; Orla P. is
the subject of this sketch; Estey, a Jefferson township farmer, married May
Emerick; Elmer L., a Monroe township farmer, married Daisy Fudge, and
Minnie is the wife of Tyler L. Fudge, a farmer of Washington township.
Orla Kimmel was reared on his father's farm in Monroe township,
and attended the district schools of his home township. He was graduated
from the common and high schools and attended the normal school at Eaton,
Ohio, after which he was a student at the Northern Ohio University, at Ada,
later attending Miami University, at Oxford, Ohio. He then entered Jacobs
Business College at Dayton, Ohio, from which institution he was graduated,
after which he was a teacher in Clark's School of Business one summer.
He then was engaged as principal of the North school building at Eaton,
Ohio, and served in that capacity for eight years. He taught seventeen
years in the schools of Preble county, seven years of which service was spent
in Monroe township, two years in Washington township and eight years as
principal of the North building of the Eaton public schools, and his career
as an educator is an eminently satisfactory one. Mr. Kimmel has a life
certificate to teach in the state of Ohio.
Mr. Kimmel was married in 1901 to Daisy Shuman, a daughter of
William and Olivia (Eidson) Shuman, who was reared in Eldorado', Ohio.
She was graduated from the high school of that village and for five years
was a teacher in the same school. Two children have been born to this
union, Josephine, who was born January 14, 1903, and Maxine, born February 17, 1904.
Mr. Kimmel is a member of the Masonic fraternity holding membership in Bolivar Lodge No. 82, at Eaton, and is earnestly interested in the work
of the lodge. He is a Republican and for years has taken an active part in
the councils of his party. He was appointed superintendent of the Preble
county children's home by the trustees on February 3, 1911, and took charge
of the institution on February 6 of the same year. He has held this position
since that date, giving eminent satisfaction to the board of trustees and to the
citizens of the county generally. Mr. Kimmel served as president of the
Ohio state conference of dependent children, which was held at Columbus,
Ohio. He is a pleasant and affable man, genial in disposition, and an honorable and highly esteemed citizen of the county.
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AUGUSTUS FOWBLE.
The best title one can establish to the high and generous esteem of an
intelligent community is a protracted and honorable residence therein.
Augustus Fowble is one of the best-known and most highly esteemed young
farmers of Washington township, Preble county, Ohio. Like his sterling
father before him he has been a man of well defined purpose and has never
failed to carry to successful completion any work or enterprise to which he
has addressed himself.
Augustus Fowble, the proprietor of "Maple View Stock Farm," consisting of ninety acres situated one mile southwest of Eaton, Ohio, was born in
Harrison township, Preble county, March 3, 1871, the son of Peter and
Elizabeth (Lock) Fowble.
Peter Fowble was born near Baltimore, Maryland, the son of George
Fowble, and came with his parents from Maryland to Ohio, the family making their way in wagons, bringing with them all their worldly possessions.
George Fowble located near Sugar Valley and soon afterwards settled on
a school section in Preble county, where he spent the remainder of his life.
Peter Fowble grew up in that neighborhood and there he married Elizabeth Lock, who was born near Lewisburg, in Harrison township, the daughter of Phillip Lock. This was the third marriage of Mr. Fowble, he and
his third wife being the parents of five children, all of whom are living, Elizabeth, the wife of Henry Frazier; Wesley, who married Rilla Brown; George,
who married Flora Pyles; Mollie, the wife of David Rookstool, and
Augustus.
Augustus Fowble was reared on a farm in Harrison township and was
educated in the public schools, which he attended until he was about seventeen years old. He worked on the farm for his father until he was twentyone and was married when he was twenty-two.
Mr. Fowble married Margaret M. Sheller, April 29, 1893. She is the
daughter of Ephraim and Margaret Sheller and was born in Harrison township, in the same neighborhood as her husband. She was educated in the
public schools and was a teacher for three years. Mr. and Mrs. Fowble
are the parents of two children, Freda B., who was born August 9, 1894, was
graduated from the Eaton high school and the Wilks Business College at
Dayton, Ohio, and Mary E., who was born July 30, 1907, is now a student
in the public schools.
After his marriage, Mr. Fowble rented his father's farm and upon his
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father's death two years later, he purchased eighty-five acres of the old homestead and lived on this farm until 1906, when he purchased his present farm,
one of the best farms in Preble county. Flis house consists of fifteen rooms
and a basement. Mr. Fowble is a breeder of registered Duroc hogs, his herd
being headed by "Colonel Mayhon." He keeps from one hundred to one
hundred and fifty head of this stock all the time and sells it for breeding
purposes. He also keeps other stock of high grade.
Mr. and Mrs. Fowble are members of the United Brethren church at
Eaton and Mr. Fowble is one of the trustees of the church. He is a Republican but he has never taken an active part in political affairs. Mr. and Mrs.
Fowble have engaging personalities which have made them popular in the
community in which they live. Both are well known throughout Preble
count)-.

JOHN H. POTTERF.
The student of Preble county history does not have to carry his investigation far before learning that John H. Potterf has long been one of the
most active and prominent leaders in its agricultural and stock-raising interests and that his labors have been a potent force in making Preble county a
splendid agricultural region. He has carried on general farming for many
years and has gradually brought the farm upon which he now lives up to its
present high state of production. While he has prospered in his private
business, he also has found time and opportunity to assist in the material
and civic developments of Preble county.
John H. Potterf, a successful farmer and the proprietor of "Beulah-land
Farm" of one hundred and two acres, two miles east and three-fourths of a
mile north of Eaton, Ohio, was born in Lanier township, Preble county,
Ohio, March 26, 1853, the son of John C. and Elizabeth (Wysong) Potterf.
John C. Potterf, who also was born in Preble county, was the son of
Joseph Potterf, who came to Preble county in an early day. Elizabeth
Wysong was the daughter of Joseph Wysong, of Montgomery county, Ohio.
After their marriage, John C. Potterf and wife moved to Preble county and
lived here the remainder of their lives. He was a successful farmer and
owned one hundred and sixty acres of land, where he lived, as well as three
hundred and twenty acres in Defiance county, Ohio. He taught school in
Preble county and was a merchant in West Alexandria. He and his wife
were the parents of five children, Eliza, the widow of Dr. Isaac Kesling;
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Amanda, the wife of George Drayer, of Kenton, Hardin county, Ohio;
Elvira, the wife of Samuel Rider, of Eaton; Sarah E., the wife of Jacob
Harry, of Dayton, Ohio; and John H.
John H. Potterf was reared on a farm in Preble county and was educated in the district schools, which he attended until he was eighteen years
old. His father died when he-was fifteen months old and after that he made
his home with Samuel Rider.
On March 27, 1873, Mr. Potterf was married to Isadora Borden, the
daughter of George and Rosilla (Cline) Borden, who was reared on a farm
in Preble county and educated in the district schools. To this union two
children have been born, Daisy and Charles, the latter of whom is deceased.
Daisy was born September 15, 1877, was graduated from the common schools
and married Noah Wikle, of Washington township. They are the parents
of two children, Martha L. and Earl P.
After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Potterf, they rented land for two
years and then purchased a small farm. Their present farm was purchased
in September, 1883. Mr. Potterf is a breeder of a high grade of hogs,
cattle and horses. The buildings on his farm, which are maintained in a
splendid state of repair, have all been erected by Mr. Potterf.
Mr. and Mrs. Potterf are active and faithful members of the Methodist
Episcopal church at Eaton, Ohio. Mr. Potterf is a Republican but he has
never been especially active in political affairs, preferring to devote his energies to private rather than to public enterprises. John H. Potterf deserves to
rank as a representative citizen of Preble county.

OSCAR W. SILVER.
Oscar W. Silver is widely known in Preble county, Ohio, and is one of
the honored citizens of Dixon township, where he is living a life more or less
retired after a strenuous period of activity in farming. Mr. Silver's welldirected effort in the practical affairs of life, the capable management of
his business interests, and his sound judgment have brought to him prosperity. His life demonstrates what may be accomplished by a man of energy
and ambition, who is not afraid to work, and who has the perseverance to
continue his labors in the face of any disaster or discouragement that may
arise. In all the relations of life Mr. Silver has commanded the confidence
and respect of those with whom he has been brought in contact. A biograph-
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ical history of this locality would not be complete without the story of his
career.
Oscar W. Silver, who owns the northwest quarter of section 25, township 7, north, range 1, east, of Dixon township, Preble county, Ohio, was
born on the southeast quarter of section 26, in the same township, called the
old Silver farm, on July 24, 1844, a son of W. B. and Ann (Johnson) Silver. W. B. Silver was born in Burlington county, New Jersey, while his
wife was born in Dover county, Delaware, and came to Ohio when young,
locating at Waynesville, Ohio, in which latter place Mr. Silver and Miss
Johnson were married. Immediately after their marriage they came to
Preble county, Ohio, and located in section 26, of Dixon township. Both of
them died in Kansas City, Kansas. W. B. Silver was an extensive landowner
and at one time owned eight hundred acres of land. He was a Republican,
and a devout member of the Quaker church. To Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Silver
five sons and two daughters were born, six of whom are now living. Horatio Silver is a farmer living in Wayne county, Indiana. Margaret is the
widow of Clarkson Jennings, and lives in Indianapolis, Indiana. Oscar W.
is the subject of this sketch. Joseph lives in Kansas City, Kansas. Robert
Silver lives in Knightstown, Indiana. Rebecca is the wife of Winfield Freeman, and lives in Kansas City, Kansas.
Oscar W. Silver was reared on the farm in section 26, of Dixon township, this county, and received his education in the district schools of his
home township. He remained at home until he was past twenty-four years
of age.
Mr. Silver was married in 1873 to Helena Button, who was born in Gasper township, receiving her education in the common schools. She is a
daughter of George Button. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Silver settled on the quarter section where they now live. They are the parents of two
children: Dr. H. Z., of Eaton, Ohio, and William B., who is unmarried
and lives at home, where he is a farmer.
Mr. Silver is a Republican, although he has never been especially active
in political affairs and has never held office, preferring to devote himself and
his energies to his wife and family. He has a modern home with every possible convenience, built in 1912 at a cost of four thousand dollars. Previously,
in 1907, Mr. Silver had erected on his place, at a cost of three thousand dollars, a bank barn, fifty by seventy feet, and has made many other valuable
improvements on the farm, including one hundred rods of ditching for the
better drainage of the place. He engages in general farming and devotes
considerable attention to the raising of high-grade stock.
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The Silver family are highly respected members of society in Preble
county and well known in Dixon township, where they have lived for so
many years.

JOHN E. MILLER.
. The office of biography is not to give voice to a man's modest estimate
of himself and his accomplishments, but rather to leave upon the records the
verdict of popular opinion regarding his worth as a private citizen and as
a neighbor. John E. Miller has led a life characterized by perseverance,
energy, broad charity and well-defined purpose—elements of a true, useful
and honorable life.
John E. Miller, proprietor of a farm consisting of eighty acres, one
and one-half miles southeast of Eaton, on the Franklin road, was born in
Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, August 7, 1871, and is a son of
Charles and Hannah M. (Stanza) Miller.
Charles Miller was born near Stubert, in Wurtemburg, Germany, April
1, 1838, a son of Jacob and Mary (Lutz) Miller, who lived and died in Germany. Charles Miller came to the United States in 1854, when sixteen
years of age, and located at Eaton, Ohio, where he found employment at
farm work. Mr. Miller was a poor young man at this time, but he later
owned a large farm. Charles Miller was married to Hannah M. Stanza, who
was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and to this union were born six
children: Mary C, the wife of Joseph C. Stover, a farmer of Gasper township; William E., living in Kansas City, Missouri; Hattie A., the wife of
C. M. Rader, of Walla Walla, Washington; Charles F., who married Lulu
Williams, and lives in Campbellstown, in this county; John E., the immediate
subject of this review, and Elizabeth B., the wife of Clarence McWhinney,
who lives in Jackson township in this county.
John E. Miller was reared on a farm in Lanier township, where he lived
until fourteen years of age, at which time he moved to the farm which he now
owns. He received his education in the district schools of Lanier and Gasper
townships, and in the winter of 1890-91, he attended a commercial school
at Dayton, Ohio. After leaving school he returned to the farm and has
since engaged in farming.
On September 6, 1893, John E. Miller was married to Maggie G.
Gilliam, who was born in Charleston, West Virginia, and was educated in the
common schools of that state. She is a daughter of J. E. and Sarah E.
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(Berkley) Gilliam. The Berkleys were prominent families in their native
state. To John E. and Maggie G. (Gilliam) Miller were born four children:
Grace B., born January 10, 1897, w a s graduated from the Eaton high school;
Kenneth F., born June 10, 1899, is a student in the Eaton high school, in his
sophomore year; Gladys I., born September 26, 1900, is a student in the high
school at Eaton; Blanche M., born April 18, 1905, is a student in the fourth
grade of the Eaton public schools.
Mr. Miller is a member of Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias,
and is an ardent adherent of the Democratic party. He is a prosperous
farmer and progressive in all his methods of agriculture. In 1908 he erected
a new, modern house of eight rooms, equipped with all the latest conveniences
for an attractive country home. He is a good judge of stock and keeps only
the very highest grades. Mr. Miller has long been a leader, not only in his
vocation, but in civic and political movements in the community in which he
lives.

PORTER P. WEBB.
Farming as a vocation is a hard master. It requires the closest kind of
application, much hard physical labor and long hours of service. It is said
that the farmer's work is never done, but it is also true that man's work is
never done, no matter what his vocation. The hopeful phase of farming
is that men like Porter P. Webb, of Eaton, can perform the hard work connected with farming and at the same time.retain their keen and active spirit
of optimism. Mr. and Mrs. Webb are honorably numbered among the oldest people now living in Preble county.
Porter P. Webb was born in Preble county, Ohio, near Camden, March
3, 1828, the son of Jacob and Nancy (Mattox) Webb, natives of New York
and Virginia, respectively. Jacob and Nancy Webb were the parents of five
children, John H., Abraham V., Jeannette, who was the wife of Moore Adams, of Oxford, Ohio; Lucinda, who was the wife of Charles Guild, and
Porter P., all of whom, save the latter, are now deceased.
Jacob Webb was reared in New York City, where he was a shoemaker.
He came to Preble county, Ohio, in 1820, and settled on a small tract of
land one-half mile from Camden. He afterwards lived in Camden, where he
conducted a hotel. He died in Camden, in 1854, at the age of sixty-five.
Part of his life he lived in New Jersey. His wife died in 1884 at the advanced age of eighty-four. He was a soldier for a short time in the W a r
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of 1812, in which he was a captain. He carried a sword in that war which
an elder brother, Abraham, had carried in the Revolutionary War. This
sword is now owned and cherished by Porter P. Webb.
The paternal grandparents of Mr. Webb were natives of England and
lived for awhile in New York City after coming to this country. They later
moved to Perth Amboy, New Jersey. He was a soldier in the War of the
Revolution, and both he and his wife lived to advanced ages in Perth Amboy, New Jersey. Their children were Abigail, Elizabeth and Jacob. The
maternal grandparents of Porter P. Webb were natives of Virginia, where
they died. Their family history is lost.
Porter P. Webb was born and reared in Preble county, and has lived
here his entire life of eighty-six years. He lived in Camden until about
eight years of age and received his schooling there. There is not a person
now living in Camden who lived in that place when Mr. Webb was a child.
He began huckstering when a young man and was accustomed to visit over
a hundred farms on his regular rounds. There are none of the old residents
now living on these farms who were living at that time.
Mr. Webb purchased some land while engaged in the huckstering business, later engaged in farming, mostly in Gasper township, where he still
owns two hundred and forty acres. Fie lived on this farm until 1899, when
he turned over the management of his farm to his sons and moved to Eaton,
where he purchased a nice home, and there he is spending his declining years
in the ease and comfort to which his long years of ceaseless toil and activity
have entitled him.
On November 18, 1864, Mr. Webb was married to Mary Catherine McManus, the daughter of John O. and Catherine (Miley) McManus, and to
this union three children were born, Edward E., Olive J., and Charles C.
Edward operates the home place in Gasper township. He married Jennie
Huffman, and they have four children, Grace M., Roy R., Eva E., and Stanley Arthur. Olive J. became the wife of James E. Jennings, and has one
daughter, Ella Marie. Charles C , the youngest child of Mr. Webb, is unmarried and lives at home -with his parents and assists with the work of
the home farm.
Mrs. Webb was born in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, November 7, 1832. Her father was born in New York state, and her mother
in Butler county, Ohio, and they were pioneers in Preble county. Her father
died in 1852 at the age of sixty, and her mother died in 1885, at the advanced age of ninety-two years. She had acquired her second eyesight and
could thread a needle and read without the aid of glasses. John C. McMa-
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nus and wife were the parents of eleven children, Abraham I., Sarah Ann,
Mary E., John G, Margaret J., Elizabeth, Samuel M., Mary C, Lavina E.,
Julia A., and Charles H.
Mr. and Mrs. Webb are among the oldest settlers now living in Preble
county, he having lived in the county more than eighty-six years, while his
wife has been a resident of the county for more than eighty-two years. Both
are intelligent and well preserved, and Mr. Webb heartily enjoys a good
story or joke and has a fund of ready wit. He and his wife have a large
circle of friends and both are highly esteemed by all who know them. They
are industrious and frugal, and by their good management have accumulated
a substantial competency. Mr. Webb was a thrifty farmer and owns one
of the best farms in the county. He and his wife belong to the old school of
politeness and hospitality, and their friends are legion.
Mr. Webb is a Democrat, although he has generally voted independently
of his party affiliations, and has never aspired to public office.

RICHARD EDWIN MORROW.
After one has been born in a community, and has spent most, if not
all, of his life in that community, after he has participated in
public affairs and the public has had a fair chance to measure his worth, it
is a splendid tribute to be honored by the ever-observant public. Richard
E. Morrow, a farmer and stock breeder, of Jackson township, Preble county,
Ohio, the proprietor of "Spring Farm," and a former member of the Ohio
General Assembly, has risen to a position of large influence in Preble county.
He is wide awake, alert and well informed on all public questions, a man
possessed of much native ability and equipped to be a leader of men.
Richard E. Morrow was born on the farm where he now lives, consisting of ninety acres, situated on the Dayton & Western Ohio electric traction
line, December 6, 1847, the son of Richard and Sarah (Barr) Morrow.
Richard Morrow was born in Waynesville, Warren county, Ohio, January 29, 1807, the son of Andrew and Rebecca (Laughlin) Morrow. Andrew Morrow was born in Orange county, North Carolina, in 1767, and was
the son of William and Sarah (Reed) Morrow. William Morrow came to
America from Edinburgh, Scotland, about the year 1750, together with his
brothers, George and Hugh. After a short residence in Pennsylvania, they
moved to North Carolina, one brother a little later settling in. South Carolina.

HON. RICHARD E. MORROW.
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After coming to America, William Morrow married Sarah E. Reed, a native of Dublin, Ireland. He was killed in the Revolutionary War. Andrew
Morrow, with his wife and family, emigrated to Ohio and located in Jackson township, Preble county, March 25, 1807. He entered a section of land
in the woods, and was widely known and a prominent citizen of the community during his life. Andrew Morrow was a devout Quaker, and was opposed to slavery and left the south for Ohio for this reason. He and his wife
were the parents of eight children, all of whom grew to maturity, John, William, Andrew, Richard, Hannah, Rebecca, Rachel and Nancy.
Richard Morrow grew up on a farm in Jackson township, this county,
and attended the schools of his day in a log school house. He was extremely
active in neighborhood affairs and at one time owned two hundred and sixty
acres. In. early life he was a member of the Whig party, later a "Freesoiler," and finally a Republican. He also was a Quaker. On February 2,
1832, he married Sarah Barr, who was the daughter of Alexander and Mary
(McElheney) Barr. Alexander Barr was a native of Ireland, of ScotchIrish stock, and a devoted Presbyterian, as also was his wife. He came to
America about the year 1800, and a little later married Mary McElheney, a
native of Dauphin county, Pennsylvania. After a short residence in Dauphin county, they moved to Indiana county, Pennsylvania, and about the
year 1815 came to Ohio. Sarah Barr was born in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, November 27, 1810, and came to Ohio from Pennsylvania with
her parents when a child of five years. Richard Morrow and his wife were
the parents of nine children, five of whom grew to maturity, Sarah J., who
is unmarried and lives at Richmond, Indiana; D. R., who married Helen
Boyle; James M.., who is married and lives in Jackson township; Richard Edwin, the subject of this sketch; H. C , who married Frances Catterson, upon
whose death he married Belle (Potter) Harris, of Austin, Texas, in which
city he is a practicing physician. Sarah J. was graduated from a medical
college in Chicago and is a practicing physician in Indiana. D. B. Morrow
is a practicing physician at Dallas, Texas.
Richard E. Morrow was reared on a farm and educated in the public
schools. He was graduated from the scientific and classical courses of the
National Normal University with the degrees of Bachelor of Science and
Bachelor of Arts, in 1871 and 1872. Mr. Morrow was graduated in the same
class with President H. B. Brown, of the Northern Indiana Normal University at Valparaiso. Mr. Morrow taught school for six years and served
as superintendent of schools at Clinton, Illinois. Later he read law, and
still later he began farming.
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On August 25, 1880, Richard E. Morrow was united in marriage with
Martha Joan Adams, daughter of Thomas B. Adams, and a graduate of the
Brookville (Indiana) College. She was reared in Brookville, Indiana,
until eighteen years of age and was graduated from Brookville College,
after which she moved to Shelbyville. Indiana, where she was married. Five
children have been bornto this union, D. A., Edwina, Richard B., Mary and
Ruth. D. A. was graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware,
Ohio, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts and is employed in the department
of commerce at Washington, D. C. Edwina was graduated from the Jackson township high school, and after teaching a few years, took a position
with the American Book Company. Richard B. took the agricultural course
at Ohio State University and is a farmer with his father. Mary was graduated from Earlham College with the degree of Bachelor of Arts and is the
principal of English in the schools at Bedford, Indiana. Ruth was graduated from the Conservatory of Music at Cincinnati, Ohio, and has charge
of music in the schools at Lonoke, Arkansas.
Mr. Morrow is a past master of the Whitewater Valley Grange, and is
a Republican, having served one term in the lower House of the Ohio Legislature, in 1898-99. Mr. Morrow was a member of the Preble county Republican central committee for sixteen years and has always been active in the
affairs of this party in Preble county. Much of the time he has been a member of the county executive committee. Mr. Morrow also was chairman of
the school board in Jackson township four years and served nine years as
a justice of the peace. At present Mr. Morrow is independent in his political views. Mr. Morrow was foreman of the jury which tried the celebrated
National Cash Register case.

PROF. EDWIN H. YOUNG.
Few men realize the sacrifices which educators make in behalf of the
communities which they serve. Few realize the preparation necessary for
educational work, the long, hard struggle for scholastic training and the
outlay in time and money necessary to obtain this training. Yet the educational profession is one of the most poorly paid of all and the accumulation
of a competence is extremely difficult so long as one follows this profession.
The teacher's work is, however, a work of love, in this respect comparing
with that of the ministry. Educational leaders not only merit the profound
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respect of the community, but are to be admired for the sacrifices they endure because of their love for their work and their interest in the communities
they serve. One of these unselfish and capable educational leaders of Preble
county is Prof. Edwin H. Young, a teacher in the public schools at New
Paris,
Prof. Edwin H. Young was born in Jefferson township, Preble county,
Ohio, August 31, 1876, the son of Cyrus N. and Mary (McMahon) Young.
Cyrus N. Young was born in Preble county, Ohio, a son of James H. and
Mary (Brown) Young. James H. Young was born in 1806 in Rockingham county, Virginia, and came to Preble county, Ohio, about 1825, settling
in Jefferson township. Fie and his wife were married in Virginia. After
their arrival in Preble county they bought eighty acres of land in section
twenty-two, and this land is still held by the Young family. James H. Young
was a loyal and faithful member of the Presbyterian church.
James H. Young and wife w-ere the parents of four children, Margaret,
who was unmarried and died in 1896; Caroline, who died in 1909; Mary,
who died at the age of eighteen, and Cyrus N., the father of Prof. Edwin H.
Cyrus N. Young was born in Preble county, May 3, 1838, and grew to
manhood in Jefferson township. He attended the public schools of the township and received a splendid education. He served one hundred days in the
One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, during
the Civil War. On November 17, 1874, Mr. Young married Mary McMahon,. who was the daughter of-Thomas and Mary McMahon, of Irish descent.
Five children were born to this union, four of whom are living, Edwin H.,
the subject of this sketch; Ada R., born October 6, 1878, who is the wife
of Oliver Spencer, of Bethel, Indiana; Leonard, who is a graduate of the
New Paris high school and is a farmer on the old home place in Jefferson
township; and Mary, who is the wife of Amos Black, of Richmond, Indiana.
Prof. Edwin H. Young was reared on a farm in Jefferson township
and was educated in the district schools. He was graduated from the New
Paris high school and attended the medical department of the University of
Cincinnati. Professor Young also has taken normal courses at Earlham
College and Miami University. He taught two years before attending normal school and has taught six years since that time. He is serving his fifth
year as teacher in the public schools at New Paris.
Professor Young was married, November 18, 1902, to Alice M. Osborn, the daughter of David H. and Martha (Newell) Osborn, who was
born in Dayton, Ohio. Her father was a soldier in the Civil War and died
in 1897, his wife dying in 1903. During a part of their lives they were resi-
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dents of Paris, Illinois. To Prof. Edwin H. and Alice M. (Osborn) Young
has been born one son, Donald Q., born December 24, 1906.
Professor Young and wife are devoted members of the Presbyterian
church, of which he is an elder. Professor Young is a member of Fellowship Lodge No. 106, Free and Accepted Masons; Eaton Chapter No. 22,
Royal Arch Masons; Matchett Council No. 91, Royal and Select Masters, of
Greenville, Ohio, and Richmond Commandery No. 8, Knights Templar. He
is secretary of the local Masonic lodge and also a past master. He also holds,
membership in Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias, and is a past
chancellor of that lodge. He is a Republican and is now a member of the
town council. For several years he has been a member of the Jefferson
township public library board, of which he is secretary. Few people are
better known in Jefferson township than Professor and Mrs. Young and
they enjoy the esteem of all the people of the township.

ROBERT STEELE.
Fealty to facts in the analysis of the character of a citizen of the type
of Robert Steele, one of the best known and most popular farmers of Israel
township, Preble county, Ohio, is all that is required to make a good biographical sketch interesting to those who have at heart the good name of
the community, because it is the honorable reputation of the man of standing, more than any other consideration, that gives character and stability to
the body politic and makes the true worth of a county or state revered and
respected. In the broad light which things of good report ever invite, the
name and character of the gentleman whose name introduces this biographical sketch stand revealed and secure. Though possessed of modest demeanor, with no ambition to distinguish himself in public position or as a
leader of men, Mr. Steele's career has been signally honorable, and it may
be studied with profit by the youth entering upon life's work, for it shows
that the man who persists along right lines of endeavor eventually will accomplish what he sets out to do.
Robert Steele was born in Israel township, Preble county, March 23,
1852, a son of Samuel and Martha (Hays) Steele, the former of whom was
born in North Carolina in 1814, the son of Joseph and Jeannette (Taylor)
Steele, and the latter of whom was a native of Preble county, born in 1815.
In the year 1818, when Samuel Steele was four years of age, his parents
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came from North Carolina to Preble county, Ohio, and here Samuel grew
to manhood. In the fall of 1830 Joseph Steele moved from Preble county,
Ohio, to Clinton county, Indiana, his son, Samuel, accompanying him. For
seven years Samuel remained with his father in his Indiana home, after
which he returned to Preble county, and rented a farm in Israel township.
In 1840 he married Martha Hays, and seven years after his marriage bought
the farm which he had so long rented, and there he spent the remainder of
his life, his death occurring in the year 1897. His wife had preceded him
to the grave many years, her death having occurred in 1879. To Samuel
and Martha (Hays) Steele were born ten children, whose names are set
out in the biographical sketch of Joseph C. Steel, brother of Robert Steele,
presented elsewhere in this volume, where it will be noted that the brothers
spell the family name differently, Joseph omitting the final e.
Robert Steele received his education in the excellent district schools of Israel township and spent his life as a farmer, becoming known in his neighborhood as one of the most progressive agriculturists and stock-raisers in
the county. On April 19, 1893, n e w a s united in marriage with Emma
Irwin, a daughter of J. B. and Emeline (VanDyke) Irwin, the former of
whom was born in Oxford, Ohio, and the latter in Butler county, Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin were married in Preble county, and to them four children were born, only two of whom are still living, Mrs. Steele and William Irwin, who lives in Butler county. The first child of Mr. and Mrs. Irwin,
Mary E., married Dr. S. R. Lyons, of Richmond, Indiana, to whom she
bore two daughters, Flora and Harriet. Mrs. Lyons died in 1887. Harriet, the third child and second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Irwin, died in
1884. J. B. Irwin died February 12, 1896, and his widow is living at College Corners, Ohio.
To Robert and Emma (Irwin) Steele four children have been born, all
of whom are living: May C , born February 29, 1896, is attending school
at Fair Haven; Harry K., born August 18, 1898, also is attending school
at Fair Haven; Martha, born December 19, 1899, and Georgia, born December 5, 1901, all of whom are at school. These lively, happy youngsters
continually make glad the hearts of their parents, and the social activities
of the Steele home, on account of the presence of the young people, to which
is added the influence of the well-known hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Steele,
make this home one of the most attractive gathering places for the youth
of that neighborhood.
Mr. Steele owns a fine farm of one hundred and seventy-five and onehalf acres, known as "the Old Homestead," in Israel township, which he
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has brought to a high state of cultivation. In addition to his regular farming, he makes a specialty of the breeding of high-grade, full-blooded Poland
China hogs, from which annually he takes considerable profit. Both he and
Mrs. Steele are earnest members of the United Presbyterian church at
Fair Haven and take an active interest in all the good works of the community, their lives having been so ordered as to project their wholesome
influence into all movements having to do with the advancement of the best
interests of the community, in whose social and moral life they have proved
themselves such prime factors.

THEODORE W. MITCHELL.
There are few farmers in Washington township, Preble county, who
have in the same period accomplished more in farming than Theodore W.
Mitchell, who lives on Rural Route No. 3, out of Eaton, Ohio. Mr.
Mitchell, by patient industry, perseverance and economy, has acquired a
substantial tract of land in Washington township, and is an enterprising
and progressive farmer.
Theodore W. Mitchell was born in Washington township, near New
Hope, July 25, 1857. He is a son of William L. and Catherine (Hunsaker)
Mitchell, the former a native of Preble county, Ohio, the son of Nathan
and Jane (Carr) Mitchell, natives of Maryland, who came to Ohio and
located near Camden. They came down the river on a raft, and after
locating near Camden remained in that vicinity the rest of their lives.
William L. Mitchell, the father of Theodore W., grew to manhood in
Preble county, Ohio, and married Catherine Hunsaker, the daughter of
Jacob and Mary Hunsaker, the latter of whom was reared by a sister who
lived in Cincinnati, Ohio. William L. Mitchell and wife were the parents
of nine children, six of whom are living: William C , who lives at Hamilton,
Ohio; Laura, the wife of I. C. Price, of Dayton, Ohio; Theodore W., the
third child in order of birth, is the immediate subject of this sketch; Charles
M., of Elwood, Indiana; Frank A., a farmer of Washington township in
this county, and Ella B., the wife of J. D. Beard, of Dayton, Ohio.
Theodore Mitchell was reared on his father's farm, and received his
education in the district schools of his home township. Early in life he
chose agriculture for his life work and is now the owner of a splendid
farm of one hundred and thirty-one acres two and one-half miles west of
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Eaton. He is not now actively engaged in farming, but gives personal
supervision to his farm work.
On Noyeniber 13, 1881, Mr. Mitchell was married to Hernandez Swain,
the daughter of Johrr L. and Sarah (Hapner) Swain. Mrs. Mitchell was
born in Washington township, this county, September 9, 1858, and received
her education in the common schools of that township. Mr. and Mrs.
Mitchell have no children.
Mr. Mitchell is identified with the Republican party, but he has never
taken an active part in the affairs of that party. Fraternally, he is a member
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, No. 30, of Eaton, Ohio. Mrs.
Mitchell is. an active member of the Christian church. The Mitchells are well
known in Washington township and are popular and influential in the community where they reside,

DAVID E. HOOVER.
It cannot be other than interesting to note in the series of personal
sketches in this work the varying conditions that have compassed those
whose careers are outlined, and the effort has been made in each case to
throw well-focused light on the individuality and to bring into proper perspective the scheme of each respective career. Each man who strives to
fulfill his part in connection with human life and human activities is deserving of recognition, whatever may be his field of endeavor, and it is the
function of works of this character to perpetuate for future generations
an authentic record concerning those represented in its pages, and the value
of such publications is certain to be cumulative for all time to come, showing
forth the individual and specific accomplishments, of which generic history is ever engendered.
David E. Hoover, a prosperous farmer living on Rural Route No. 1,
out of Eldorado, Ohio, was born in Monroe township, Preble county, Ohio,
June 20, 1865, the only son of David and Malinda (Fudge) Hoover, both
of whom also were natives of Preble county, the birth of David Hoover
having occurred in Washington township, while his wife was born in Monroe township, this county, on June 3, 1847, the daughter of George Fudge
and wife. David Hoover, Sr., spent his entire life in Preble county, his
death occurring here in January, 1865.
David E. Hoover never knew a father's care or guidance, his father
(35)

, .

546

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

having died six months before he was born, and when an infant he was
taken in charge by his grandmother, Mrs. Mary Fudge, with whom he lived
until his marriage. He was reared to the life of a farmer, attending the
district schools of his home neighborhood during the winter seasons, and
worked on the farm during the summers. In this way he thoroughly learned
the principles of farming and early in life decided to make this vocation his
life work. He is now the owner of one hundred and fifty acres of land in
sections 32 and 33, of Monroe township, on which he carries on a general
system of farming and stock raising with more than ordinary success.
On February 27, 1888, David E. Hoover was married to Mrs. Laura
M. (Young) Fudge, who was born in Washington township, Preble county,
Ohio, April 27, 1863, a daughter of Levi and Huldah (Barnhart) Young.
Her father died in 1886, while her mother is still living. Mrs. Hoover's
first husband was Joseph Fudge, to whom she was married in 1880,
and to which union two sons were born, Clarence E., born March 1, 1881,
who married Ethel Coee, and lives at Frankfort, Indiapa; Harry M., born
January 15, 1884, who married Mary Cox, and is a resident of Eaton; Ohio.
Joseph Fudge died January 6, 1886. David E. Hoover and wife are the
parents of one daughter, Ethel M., born June 4, 1897, who is at home.
Mr. Hoover is an adherent of the Democratic party, but owing to his
extensive agricultural interests has not given much attention to political
affairs, although he is interested in any movement having for its object the
betterment of his community. He is a member of Waverly Lodge No. 143,
Knights of Pythias, and takes an active interest in the welfare of that fraternal organization. Mr. and Mrs. Hoover are highly-respected citizens of
their community and popular among a wide circle of friends and acquaintances.

HIRAM JOHNSON.
Among the farmers of Preble county, Ohio, who believe in following
twentieth-century methods is Hiram Johnson, of Gratis township. He comes
of a splendid family of early settlers in this and other parts of the country,,
one that has always been strong for right living and industrious habits, for
education and morality, and for all that contributes to the welfare of the
community. Such people are always welcomed in any community, for they
are empire builders, and as such have pushed the frontier of civilization
ever westward and onward, leaving the green, wide-reaching wilderness and.
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the far-stretching plains populous with contented people and beautiful with
green fields. It is to such men, of both the past and the present, that Preble
county owres its prosperity. The men who wrought there in the past laid
the foundations of the great community which has since sprung up, a community which the men of the present are developing and improving, until
it stands second to none in the entire broad country.
Hiram Johnson was born in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio,
August 12, 1842, a son of Jacob and Eliza (Snively) Johnson. Jacob Johnson was born in Frederick county, Maryland, and his wife also was born
in that state. They were married in Maryland and came west at an early
date, settling in Winchester, Preble county, Ohio, where they remained for
a short time. They then moved to a farm east of Winchester, in what is
now Gratis township, where they followed farming for the remainder of
their lives. Eight children were born to them, as follow: Alfred, deceased;
Hiram, the subject of this sketch; Aaron, deceased; Levi, deceased; David,
who lives in Montgomery; and three children who died in their early youth.
Hiram Johnson spent his early life on the farm with his parents, and
on May 31, 1865, married Mary Lavanda Baer, who was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, January 24, 1848. To them was born one daughter,
Lillie Pauline, the date of whose birth was July 16, 1867. She married
George Swisher, October 29, 1887. and to them three children, two of whom
are living, were born, Ada Victoria, born October 18, 1888; Paul J., born
May 5, 1900, who died January 14, 1902, and Alice Kathleen. Ada V.
married Thomas Bratton, and one daughter, Agnes Naomi, was born to
them, August 13, 1906. Mr. Bratton is the son of Milligan and Anna
(Cooney) Bratton. both of whom were born in Preble county, and are still
living. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bratton live on the Johnson farm and Mr.
Bratton has charge of its operation.
Hiram Johnson owns one hundred and six acres of excellent farm
land, one-half mile east of Gratis, and makes his home on the farm. He has
improved the land during his ownership of it and has developed it into
one of the finest farms in his vicinity. He has spent all his life, with the
exception of six years, in Gratis township. For three years he lived in Germantown, and for a like period in Lanier township, Preble county. He has
now retired from active work on his farm and is enjoying the fruits of his
former labors.
Politically, Mr. Johnson has always taken an active interest in the affairs of his community, but has never considered himself affiliated with any
given political party, it having always been his custom to vote for a man,
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rather than for the party which he represented. That his views regarding
the affairs of his community have been considered of value by his neighbors
is. witnessed by the fact that he has served his township as road supervisor
for fourteen years, and that for. two years he also was a school director.
. .. M r - an< I Mrs. Johnson are members of the Progressive Brethren church
and take an active part in all the work of that church. In all phases of
life's activities Mr. Johnson has been enterprising and progressive, winning
the praise and commendation of all. who know him because of his energy,
indomitable spirit and the success which he has attained.

JOHN C. STOVER.
The development of Preble county, Ohio, has now reached the stage
that practically calls for the retirement of the pioneers who have borne
the brunt of the hardships and have conquered the wilderness for all time.
Many of those hardy early settlers have passed beyond to receive the ultimate
reward for the good services they rendered while fulfilling their destinies
on earth. The burdens of their responsibilities have been shifted to the
shoulders of the sons and grandsons, who are most ably filling the places
left vacant by the retirement or death of their fathers. The present generation of Preble county's citizens is "making good" in every sense of the term,
profiting in a great measure by the teaching and experience of their fathers
and receiving the additional benefits of the scientific knowledge now obtainable for the promotion of all important pursuits. It is from these descendants of the pioneers who founded and developed this county, and the
success which is now attending them, that much of the interest of a history
of the county is gained.
John C. Stover was born in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio, December 31, 1853, a son of Jacob F. and Catherine M. (Chrisman) Stover.
Jacob F. Stover, the subject's father, was a son of Daniel Stover, a native
of Virginia, who settled in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, in 1826.
Daniel Stover's wife was Susannah Funk, who died in Lanier township
in 1870.
Mrs. Catherine M. (Chrisman) Stover, the subject's mother, was born
in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio, March 17, 1829, a daughter of
John and Susan (Hall) Chrisman. On February 20, 1820, John Chrisman
married Mrs. Susan Hall, the widow of Richard D. Hall, who emigrated
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from Newmarket, Maryland, in 1809, the year of his marriage. Mrs. Chrisman's maiden name was Fishborn. She was born in Frederick county Maryland, February 8, 1791, and, when very young, went with her parents to
Baltimore, Maryland. She later became a resident of Newmarket, Maryland, and from that place came with her first husband to Preble county, Ohio,
and settled on the farm where she was living when John Chrisman married
her. She continued to live on that farm until the time of her death, which
occurred June 10, 1877.
John Chrisman was born in Guilford county, North Carolina, September 13, 1797, a son of Daniel and Mary (Ozias) Chrisman, who also were
natives of Guilford county, Daniel Chrisman having been born there in 1775,
a son of Jacob Chrisman, who was born in Pennsylvania. Daniel Chrisman emigrated from North Carolina in 1803 and came to Warren county,
Ohio, with his son and his wife's parents. The little party was six weeks
in making the journey, and finally settled near Springborough, Warren
county, Ohio, where Grandfather Jacob Chrisman spent the remainder of
his life, having died there in August, 1805. Daniel Chrisman moved to
Preble county, Ohio, with his family and settled in Gratis township, but
spent the latter part of his life with his youngest son, Daniel, in Washington township, where he died on February 12, 1861. His wife died on March
2, 1851. Both Jacob and Daniel Chrisman were members of the Presbyterian church.
To Mr. and Mrs. John Chrisman were born two daughters, Elizabeth
and Catherine. Elizabeth married Henry Riner, and to them were born
three children, Charles W., Susie and John C. Catherine married Jacob
F. Stover, and to them was born one son, John C. Stover, the subject of this
sketch. John Chrisman was a member of the German Baptist, or Dunkard,
church.
John C. Stover received a common-school education, and, after having
completed his studies, followed in the footsteps of his father in the calling
of agriculture, having settled on the old homestead of one hundred and seventy acres, which has been in the family since 1809. On October 11, 1883,
he married Naomi E. Henkel, a daughter of Dr. G. C. and Catherine (Martin) Henkel. Doctor Henkel was born in Germantown, Montgomery county,
Ohio, a son of Rev. Andrew Henkel, who organized the Lutheran church
in the territory which includes Toledo and Cincinnati, Ohio. Rev. Andrew
Henkle was a clergyman of great prominence. Dr. G. C. Henkle died in
1912.

To Mr. and Mrs. John C. Stover three children have been born, as fol-
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low: Harry J., born September 19, 1884, who is a farmer and is living at
home; Charles, born July 18, 1886, who died July 18, 1888, and Susie K.,
born July 16, 1891, who lives at home and is a musician who possesses great
talent for both vocal and instrumental music.
John C. Stover still assumes active charge of the operation of his farm,
which he has developed and expanded until he is now the owner of six hundred and thirty acres of well-improved farm land. He devotes the farm to
general farming and, in addition, breeds and raises high-grade live stock.
He shares his home with Mrs. Jacob Stover, his mother. The members of
the family are all loyal supporters of the Brethren church and are active in
all church work.
Mr. Stover is recognized as a man of sterling worth, whose life is
closely interwoven with the history of the community which he has taken
such an active part in building up, and his efforts have always been put forth
in behalf of the advancement of the neighborhood. In this he has been ably
seconded by Mrs. Stover and by the other members of his family, all of
whom have led well-regulated and industrious lives, which fully entitle them
to representation in a history of Preble county.

FRANK GAZELL.
In past ages the history of a country was confined chiefly to the records
of its wars and conquests. Today, history is largely a record of commercial
activities and those whose names are foremost in the annals of the nation are
those who have become leaders in business circles. The conquests now made
are of mind over matter and the victor is he who can most successfully
establish, control and operate commercial enterprises. Frank Gazell, of
West Alexandria, Preble county, Ohio, is one of the strong and influential
citizens whose life is an essential part of the history of Preble county. Tireless energy, keen perception, honesty of purpose, genius for devising and
executing the right thing in the right place and time are the chief characteristics of Mr. Gazell. These, combined with every day common sense and
guided by strong will power, are concomitants which will insure success in
any undertaking.
Frank Gazell, a tobacco buyer and dealer in leaf tobacco, at West Alexandria, Preble county, Ohio, was born February 27, 1866, at Gratis, Ohio,
the only son of William Frederick and Sarah Jane (Focht) Gazell, who were
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the parents of three children, of whom Frank is the eldest. The other two
are Mrs. Clara Smith, of Gratis, Ohio, and Mrs. Maggie Bowman, of Richmond, Indiana.
William Frederick Gazell was born in Wurtemburg, Germany, October
17, 1843, and left Germany with his parents when seven years old. His
parents settled in Darke county, Ohio, and Frederick Gazell worked as a
laborer in his younger days. He was a soldier in Company F, Thirty-first
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, during the Civil War, and also took part in the
pursuit of Morgan's raiders. In 1873 he went into the tobacco business,
in which he is still engaged at Gratis, Ohio. William Frederick Gazell is
the son of Michael and Barbara (Kayler) Gazell. Michael Gazell was a
son of Jacob and Catherine (Daner) Gazell. Jacob Gazell was born in the
Black Forest and was of French descent. He was a forest protector, and
was a justice of the peace for fifty years. Michael Gazell was a shoemaker
in Germany, where he worked until coming to Darke county, Ohio. He
worked at his trade after coming to this county until his death. Mrs.
Frederick Gazell, the mother of Frank Gazell, was born in June, 1847, m
Preble county, Ohio, the daughter of Michael and Mary Magdalene
(Sweeney) Focht, natives of Pennsylvania.
On November 22, 1914, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Gazell celebrated their
golden wedding anniversary. Just previous to this happy event, Mr. Gazell
had spent six weeks on a hunting trip in northern Wisconsin, where he had
killed a bear, the carcass of which he brought home and which provided a
fine roast for the golden-wedding dinner. Mr. Gazell was then past seventyone years of age. His sight still is strong and his aim is just as accurate now
as it was then. He has spent thirty-five autumns on hunting trips after big
game, having killed a moose_on one of his recent trips, and has many fine
trophies of the hunt and chase.
Frank Gazell attended the schools at Gratis, Ohio, and worked with his
father in the tobacco business until 1903 when he moved to West Alexandria
and began dealing in leaf tobacco, which has been his business ever since.
Mr. Gazell owns property in West Alexandria and is a shareholder in the
Twin Valley Bank, of West Alexandria, as well as in the National Bank at
Eaton, Ohio.
Mr. Gazell was married in 1894 to Minnie Dewitt, who was born in
1867 near McGonigle's Station in Butler county, Ohio, the daughter of
Jacob and Mahala (Freeman) Dewitt. No children have been born to
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gazell.
Jacob Dewitt was born in Butler county, Ohio, in the year 1833, the

552

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

son of Willis and Elizabeth (Beard) Dewitt, the former a native of
Kentucky and the latter of Butler county. Jacob Dewitt grew up in Butler
county and lived there about fifteen years after his marriage, at the end of
which time he came to Preble county, locating on a farm northwest of
Camden, where he remained for a time and then moved to the town of
Gratis, where he lived about thirty years, his death occurring there in 1901.
His wife, Mahala Freeman, was born in Oxford township, Butler county,
Ohio, a daughter of Warner and Martha (Cross) Freeman, the former of
whom was born in Hartford, Connecticut, and the latter in Lexington,
Kentucky. Willis Dewitt was of French descent and his wife, Elizabeth
Beard, of English ancestry. Martha (Cross) Freeman also was of French
descent. Warner Freeman's father, John Freeman, was a soldier in the
Continental army during the Revolutionary War, his service with the Connecticut troops beginning when he was seventeen years of age and covering
the seven long years of that great struggle for independence. Jacob Dewitt
served his country as a Union soldier during the Civil War, serving three
years and seven months as a member of Company C, Sixty-ninth Regiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Politically, Mr. Gazell is a Republican. In 1887 he was elected township clerk of Gratis township and held this office for four years. Later he
was township treasurer for two years. In 1893 and 1897 Mr. Gazell was
postmaster at Gratis, Ohio, and also corporation treasurer of Gratis. J n all
of his official positions, Mr. Gazell has acquitted himself as one who recognizes fully the true meaning of public service and has a commendable record
in every political position which he has been called upon by the people of his
community to fill.

ALBERT R. GRAHAM.
Prominent in the affairs of Preble county, Ohio, and distinguished as a
citizen of Twin township, whose influence extends beyond the limits of the
community honored by his residence, is Albert R. Graham, a man whose
work is conspicuous among the successful farmers and stock breeders of Twin
township. His undertakings have been actuated by noble motives and high
purposes, characterized by breadth of wisdom and strong individuality. His
success and achievements but represent the results of utilizing native talent
and directing his efforts along those lines where mature judgment and rare
discrimination lead the way.

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

553

Albert R. Graham, a prominent farmer of Twin township, was born
February 26, 1872, in Johnson county, Missouri, a son of Robert and Nancy
(King) Graham, to whom eleven children were born. Robert Graham was
born October 5, 1843, n l Johnson county, Missouri, and farmed in that state
until 1897, when he retired from active farm life and moved to Center view,
Missouri, where he remained until 1909, in which year he moved back to
the farm, where he died on February 2, 1914. Robert Graham was county
commissioner of Johnson county for two years. His wife, Nancy King,
was born in 1847, m Tennessee, and now is living with her daughter, Mrs.
Laura Towers, at Albany, Oregon.
After attending the district schools of Johnson county, Albert R.
Graham took a course at the State Normal School, at Warrensburg, Missouri, after which he attended the Gem City Business College, at Quincy,
Illinois, where he was graduated in 1894. Following his graduation from
the business college he engaged in the general merchandise business with his
brother, Charles, at Centerview, Missouri. After remaining in this business
one year, he sold his interest, and took up farming in Johnson county, Missouri. In 1900 he bought one hundred acres of land in that county, but his
wife being a native of Preble county, Ohio, Mr. Graham sold out his interests in Johnson county, Missouri, in 1905, and came to Ohio. He rented
land here until 1911, when he purchased one hundred and sixty acres of
land from his father-in-law in section 12 of Twin township.
Albert R. Graham was married, June 3, 1896, to Susan Markey, who
was born March 30, 1877, on the present farm, a daughter of Joseph and
Barbara (Hart) Markey, natives of Preble county. Mr. and Mrs. Graham
are the parents of nine children, Barbara, Caroline, Robert, Amy, Stella,
Russell, Joe, Jane and Saxon.
The paternal grandparents of Albert R. Graham were Guy and Nancy
(Hobson) Graham, the former a native of Virginia, and the latter a native
of Missouri, in which latter state they died. Robert Graham, the father of
Albert R., was a soldier in the Civil War, enlisting in 1862, at Sedalia,
Missouri, in a company of Missouri cavalry, and saw most of his service in
the state of Missouri. He was honorably discharged at the close of the war.
As has been stated, Albert R. Graham was one of eleven children, the others
being Ella, Mattie, Charles, George, Oscar, Guy, Jesse, Stella, Paul and
Lora. Ella, now deceased, was the wife of Frank Woolridge, who was
warden of the state penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri. Charles is a
resident of Centerview, Missouri. George was a soldier in the SpanishAmerican War, and is now living at Magnolia, Missouri. Oscar is deceased.
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Guy is a resident of Idaho. Jesse lives at Walla Walla, Washington. Stella
is deceased. Paul lives on the home place in Missouri and Lora is living
in Oregon.
Albert R. Graham, in his career as a farmer, has made a specialty of
raising corn, and his profits from this crop have enabled him to make many
splendid improvements upon the farm where he lives. He is rated as one
of the enterprising and successful farmers of Preble county, and is well
known and highly esteemed in Twin township. Politically, Mr. Graham is
a Democrat, although he has never been active in the councils of his party.
Religiously, he is a member of the Presbyterian church, while his wife holds
to the faith of the Progressive Brethren.

WILLIAM L. BURTNER.
The science of agriculture finds an able devotee as well as a successful
practitioner in the person of William L. Burtner, who is widely known in
Twin township, Preble county, Ohio. His father was a well-known farmer
of Twin township and played a prominent part in the general development
of Preble county. William L. Burtner believes in following twentiethcentury methods and his success as a farmer is due largely to the improved
methods he has always used.
William L. Burtner, a well-known farmer and stockman of Twin township, was born May 26, 1867, in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, the
son of Joseph and Elizabeth (Campbell) Burtner to whom three children
were born, Alice, who lives at Rhode Island, New York; Charles, of Tiffin,
Ohio, and William L., who was the eldest child.
Joseph Burtner was born in 1842 in Ohio. He farmed first in Lanier
township, this county, also five years in Montgomery county and continued
so after coming back to Preble county, Ohio, and settling in Twin township, early in 1874. Here he purchased one hundred and six acres of land
in section 15 and made extensive improvements upon this farm. Joseph
Burtner came to Lanier township first about 1866, and rented land for two
years. After returning from Montgomery county he farmed in Twin township until his retirement. He has been living at West Alexandria, Ohio,
for the past eighteen years. His wife, who was Elizabeth Campbell before
her marriage, and the mother of William L., was born in Lanier township,
Preble county, Ohio, in 1843. Both of William L.'s parents are still living,
and in this respect he is fortunate beyond the average man of his years.
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William L. Burtner came to his present farm with his parents when six
years of age and excepting a residence of two years in Lanier township, has
lived on this farm continuously since that time. He was at one time an
extensive breeder of Poland China hogs. Mr. Burtner is now renting one
hundred and ten acres from his father. He has always taken an active
interest in the welfare of Preble county, and is one of its most respected
citizens.
In 1892 Mr. Burtner was married to Emma Fouts, the daughter of
John and Esther (Potter) Fouts, natives of Preble county. To Mr. and Mrs.
Burtner, five children have been born, Robert and Albert, twins, the latter
deceased; Dorothy, Frank and Esther, all of whom live at home.
Mr. Burtner is a Republican and is a member of the advisory board
for his party in Twin township and also a member of the county executive
board. Fraternally, he is a member of the Knights of Pythias and is active
in the affairs of this lodge. Mr. and Mrs. Burtner are members of the
Reformed church.

EDWIN OZIAS.
Among the earnest men whose enterprise and depth of character have
gained a prominent place for them in the community, as well as the respect
and confidence of their fellow citizens is Edwin Ozias, of Twin township,
Preble county, Ohio, a leading farmer and stockman of that community,
and a man of decided views and laudable ambitions. His influence ever has
been exerted for the advancement of his community, and in the vocation
to which his energies are devoted, he ranks among the representative farmers
of Preble county.
Edwin Ozias was born, January 7, 1871, in Twin township, Preble
county, Ohio, a son of Wesley and Elizabeth Jane (Markey) Ozias, who
were the parents of six children, two daughters and four sons. Wesley
Ozias was born in 1842 in Twin township, and was reared on a farm there.
He is now the owner of two hundred acres of land in Twin township, and
has been a very successful farmer and stockman. During his active career
he made many improvements upon his agricultural holdings. He retired
from active farm life in 1912, and is now living in his magnificent home
located on the West Alexandria and Euphemia road. His wife, who was
Elizabeth Jane Markey, was born in 1840, in Jackson township, Preble
county, Ohio.
Edwin Ozias attended the public schools of New Lexington, Ohio, and
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remained with his parents on the farm until 1893, when he moved to Monroe
county, Missouri, where he rented land, farming there until 1896. At the
end of this period he removed to New Hope, Ohio, where he engaged in
the grain and live-stock business for five years. In 1901 Mr. Ozias again
engaged in farming, removing to his father's farm in Twin township. He
now rents this farm of two hundred acres, and is himself the owner of
seventy acres of land in Pike county, Ohio.
Edwin Ozias was married in 1893 to Leona Royer, who was born
December 6, 1874, in Johnson county, Missouri, a daughter of Jesse and
Catherine (Elliott) Royer, the former of whom was a native of Maryland,
and the latter a native of Preble county, Ohio. To this union four children
have been born, Lillian, who was graduated from the high school at. West
Alexandria and is now a student at the normal school at that place; Jennie
K., Wesley and Agnes E., all living at home.
Mr. Ozias is a Democrat, but he has never been active in political affairs,
preferring to devote his attention to the vocation which he chose for a life
work, leaving the management of political matters largely in the hands of
others. Mr. and Mrs. Ozias are faithful attendants of church, Mrs. Ozias
being a member of the Church of the Brethren. They are highly respected
in the community in which they live, and, because of their well-ordered lives,
thoroughly merit the esteem and confidence of their neighbors.

WILLIAM S. CLOYD.
Among the citizens of Preble county, Ohio, who have built up comfortable homes and surrounded themselves with large real and personal
property, none has attained a higher degree of success than William S.
Cloyd. With few opportunities except those his own efforts were capable
of mastering and with many discouragements to overcome, he made an
exceptional success of life and until his recent invalidism, has had the gratification of knowing that the community in which he has resided has been
benefited by his presence and his counsels.
William S. Cloyd, a retired farmer of Lanier township, Preble county,
Ohio, was born, May 27, 1836, in the northeast part of Lanier township,
not far from his present farm in the same township. He is the son of
Stephen and Eliza (Swihart) Cloyd, the mother born in Montgomery county,
Ohio, December 4, 1809, and the father a native of Virginia, born in 1799,
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who came to Preble county, Ohio, with his parents, in 1809. driving through
in a covered wagon drawn by oxen. They entered land from the government and the farm which Mr. Cloyd owns has been handed down to the
present generation. The children of Stephen and Eliza Cloyd were Mrs.
Elizabeth Smith, Mrs. Catherine Lopman, Mrs. Minerva Baker (deceased),
Gordon, Mrs. Nancy Baker (deceased), William S., Mrs. Hannah Brubaker
(deceased), Mrs. Maria Lohman, Flenry Cloyd and three who died in
infancy.
Stephen Cloyd was the son of James and Catherine (Eckels) Cloyd, the
former a native of Virginia and the latter of Ireland. In 1885 Stephen
Cloyd, father of William S. Cloyd, wrote the following:
"A short history of my great grandfather from Ireland: Lived on the
frontier of Virginia in 1700, and was robbed by a party of Indians (spared
to be led by a white scamp) while the father and his son were gone to
Richmond. They robbed the house and killed one son, then took all they
wanted, and took grandmother and the negroes and put off in a hurry, going
not far till they tomahawked and left grandmother for dead. She came to
her senses, lived a few days and died. They went a piece farther and tomahawked all the negroes. Some of them got well. I saw one of them. She
was about eighty years old. Her head was lopsided and full of dents. I
believe there were but two boys left, Michael, who was with his father, and
Joseph, who escaped in the woods. Michael, my grandfather, settled at
Amsterdam, in Botetourt county, Virginia, and Joseph settled on New
river, Montgomery county, Virginia, and was a colonel in the Revolution."
Stephen Cloyd lived in Preble county till his death, November 3, 1894,
past ninety-four years of age.
Throughout his active life, William S. Cloyd was a hardworking farmer
and a successful breeder of Shorthorn and Hereford cattle. He made many
exhibits of Hereford cattle at the fairs held at Eaton, Hamilton, Franklin
and Greenville. Ohio. Mr. Cloyd also was an extensive breeder of thoroughbred Duroc-Jersey hogs as well as Poland Chinas, making a specialty of the
latter breed. Mr. Cloyd now owns two hundred and six acres of wellimproved land in section 12 of Lanier township. In 1907 he became affected
with blood pressure on his brain and is now under the care of a physician
at his home.
William S. Cloyd was married February 23, 1865, to Rebecca Campbell, who was born, August 2, 1842, in Lanier township, the daughter of
William and Christina (Brower) Campbell, both natives of Preble county,
Ohio. To this union two children have been born, Maria C. and Flaura E.,
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the latter of whom is the wife of C. O. Daily. Maria C. was born, November
23, 1865, on the farm where her parents now live and where she also lives.
Mrs. Flaura E. Daily also lives on the home place.
William Campbell was born in Preble county, March 7, 1819, a son of
Captain William and Catherine (Van Ausdol) Campbell. William Campbell's wife, Christina Brower, was born, November 26, 1820. William and
Christina Campbell were the parents of fourteen children, as follows: Harvey
(deceased), Rebecca, wife of William S. Cloyd; Elizabeth Catherine, wife
of Joseph P. Burtner; Maria (deceased), was the wife of William Coffman;
Isaac, John Sevire (deceased), Nancy Alice, died at the age of sixteen years;
Francis William (deceased), George Washington, Mary Ellen (deceased),
was the wife of George R. Smith; Henry Milton, Carrie Elmina, the wife of
Washington Marker; Elona May, wife of Sebastian Deem, and Louelly,
who died at the age of nine years.
Miss Maria Cloyd has never married and has always remained at home
with her parents. She attended the same schools which her mother and
father before her had attended and her sister's daughter attends the same
school. The Cloyd family are well known and influential members of the
Dunkard church and no family is more highly respected or better known
in Lanier township.

JOHN WINKELMAN.
The history of the Buckeye state dates officially from 1802, in which
year it was admitted to the Union. It is a record of the steady growth of a
state which in the beginning was a wilderness. Each county has its share in
the story of Ohio's growth and progress and every county can lay claim to
some incident or transaction which goes to make up the history of the commonwealth. After all, the history of a state is but a record of the doings
of its people, among whom the pioneers and their sturdy descendants occupy
places of no secondary importance. The story of the plain, common people
who constitute the moral bone and sinew of the state should ever attract the
attention and prove of interest to all lovers of their kind. In the life story
of John Winkelman, there are no striking chapters nor startling incidents, it
being merely the record of a life true to its highest ideals and fraught with
much that would stimulate the youth starting in the world to an industrious
and prudent career.
John Winkelman was born, October 1, 1845, in Brunswick, Germany,
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the son of Cord and Rebecca (Wendt) Winkelman, who were the parents
of seven children, all of whom are deceased except the subject of this sketch.
Cord Winkelman was born in 1812 in Germany and remained in his native
land as a farmer until his death in 1892. His wife, the mother of John
Winkelman, was born in Germany and died when John was about eight
years old. She was about forty years old at the time of her death. John
Winkelman left Germany, March 12, 1865, and was seventeen days making
the voyage across the Atlantic. He came at once to Preble county, Ohio,
and engaged in saw-mill work in Lanier township. He worked at this for
seven years for one man and then rented land and started farming. In 1878
he purchased a steam saw-mill located in Twin township a mile and a half
north of West Alexandria and operated it until 1914. He has handled vast
quantities of lumber in Preble county. He furnished lots of lumber for
bridges, and it was said that what he furnished was the best furnished in
the county. He now owns sixty-two acres of land in Twin township and, in
connection with his son-in-law, E. A. Loxley, is farming twenty-four acres
of land, upon .which they .raise tobacco. It may be said that Mr. Winkelman
and his son-in-law produced the largest crop per acre of tobacco that was
raised in Preble county in 1914. They attribute their success to rotating
crops and fertilizing both with barn-yard manure and commercial fertilizer,
keeping the soil built up. John Winkelman is a prominent stockholder and
director in the Farmers and Citizens Bank of West Alexandria. What education Mr. Winkelman received, he received in the schools of his native land.
John Winkelman was married in 1872 to Sarah J. Hoops, who was
born, October 20, 1853, in Kentucky, the daughter of William and Anna
(Tabelman) Hoops, natives of Germany, who came to Preble county from
Kentucky when she was only three or four years old. To Mr. and Mrs.
John Winkelman, six children have been born, William C. and Caroline,
deceased; Leonard, a farmer of Twin township; Esther, the wife of Elmer
Loxley, who lives with her parents; John, who is a school teacher of West
Alexandria, and George E., a farmer of Twin township. Leonard married
Ida Coleman and has one daughter, Margaret. Mr. and Mrs. Loxley have
one little son, John Paul. John married Hazel Ozias, and has a son and a
daughter, Mildred and Richard. George married Mary McGregor and has
two sons, Charles and Wilbert.
Mr. Winkelman for years has been prominent in the affairs of Twin
township and served as township trustee for a period of twelve years and
served nearly as long on the school board. Politically, he is identified with
the Democratic party. Religiously, Mr. Winkelman is a member of the
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Lutheran church and is an elder of that denomination and, therefore, active
in the affairs of this faith. Throughout his life, John Winkelman has been
a hard working, industrious citizen and is honored by the people, of his
community for his industrious habits.

HON. WILL E. MURPHY.
Preble comity has been the birthplace of a brilliant galaxy of noted lawmakers, physicians, ministers—in fact, it is hard to mention a profession in
which one or more of Preble county's sons has not won distinction. A legislator and now a progressive tiller of the soil, Hon. Will E. Murphy is one of
Preble county's best known sons. He served as a member of the eightieth
General Assembly of Ohio from 1913 to 1915, having been the fourth Democrat ever elected to the Legislature from Preble county.
The Hon. Will E. Murphy, who is now the proprietor of "Meadow
Lawn Farm," was born in Butler county, Ohio, February 9, 1857, the son of
Peter and Cerena (Van Gordon) Murphy, who were the parents of six
children: Sallie M., the wife of J. E. Anderson; Lewis D., deceased, who
served as sheriff of Butler county, Ohio; Cora E., Will E., Harry and Clarence.
The paternal great-grandfather of Mr. Murphy was born in Ireland, his
son, Cornelius Murphy being the father of Peter Murphy, father of the subject of this sketch. Peter Murphy was elected sheriff of Butler county, Ohio,
and served two terms; he also served one term in the state Senate, having
been elected on the Democratic ticket. Pie was well known and popular and
was a member in high standing of the Free and Accepted Masons and of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Cerena Van Gordon was born in Butler
county, Ohio. Her father, Benjamin Van Gordon, served two terms in the
lower house of the'Ohio Legislature, from Butler county, as a Whig, in the
twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth General Assemblies of Ohio. The last days
of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Murphy were spent in Hamilton, Ohio.
Reared as a farm boy, Will E. Murphy was educated in the common and
high schools and attending the National Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio.
After his marriage he moved to Dixon township, Preble county, in 1881, and
there lived two years, after which he moved to Somers township, where he
lived until 1896, in which year he sold his farm and moved to Camden, Ohio,
where he remained until 1909, in which year he located on his present farm
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of one hundred and sixty-three acres, situated eight and one-half miles southwest of Eaton, Ohio.
On January 28, 1880, Mr. Murphy married Nannie I. Vinnedge, who
was born in Butler county, Ohio, the daughter of M. P. Vinnedge, to which
union one child has been born, Peter V., who was graduated from the Camden high school and attended the Miami University at Oxford, Ohio, and
who married Ethel Flora, a daughter of Josiah Flora.
The Murphy family always has been found in the country's councils, serving wisely and well. Mr. Murphy's brother, Clarence, is one of the judges of
the common pleas court of Butler county, and is the youngest man ever elected
probate judge in Butler county. Fraternally, Mr. Murphy is a member of
Camden Lodge No. 259, Knights of Pythias. Mrs. Murphy is a member of
the Presbyterian church of Camden, Ohio. Mr. Murphy is well liked throughout the county and is well known in Ohio. As a legislator he served his constituency ably and without prejudice. As an agriculturist, he applies that
keen intelligence which has at all times distinguished him, in consequence of
which he has met with deserved success.

PERRY A. MARKER.
A great English poet has said that the proper study of mankind is man.
No truer statement ever was made. To be able to trace one's ancestry back
through past generations and find that they have occupied high and honorable positions in their country is a source of genuine satisfaction and deep
gratification. The Marker family of Preble county, Ohio, has a family tree
of four generations which dates back to Germany, from which country the
family came. Throughout these several generations the Marker family has
been one of high ideals and patriotic devotion, whether to their native
land or to the country of their adoption. Perry A. Marker is one of the
well-known farmers and stockmen of Twin township, Preble county, Ohio,
and one who is thoroughly conversant with all of the latest scientific methods
of agriculture.
Perry A. Marker was born, March 22, i860, in Montgomery county,
Ohio, a son of Paul and Margaret (Myers) Marker, who were the parents
of seven children. Frank lives in Laporte, Indiana. Mrs. Ellen Hoffman
lives in Topeka, Kansas. Mrs. Martha Marker is a resident of Washington
(36)
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township in this county. Mrs. Laura Schnabel lives in Ohio. Perry A., the
fifth child, is the immediate subject of this sketch. Mrs. Julia King,
formerly of Camden, this county, is deceased, and Mrs. Dora Long lives in
Los Angeles, California.
Paul Marker was born in 1826, in Montgomery county, Ohio, and came
to Lanier township, Preble county, in 1876, where he purchased eighty acres
of land, which he farmed until his death in 1880. His wife, who was
Margaret Myers before her marriage, was born in Cincinnati, in 1832, and
is now living with her son, Perry A. Marker. Her parents came from
Germany.
Perry A. Marker attended the district schools of Montgomery and
Preble counties, and after his father's death, took charge of his farm until
he was twenty-one years old. The mother then sold the farm, after which
Perry A. bought and sold several different farms. In 1906 he purchased his
present farm, which is located in section 30, of Twin township.
Mr. Marker is a scientific farmer and an active member of the agricultural society of Preble county, and as such he has exerted a wide influence
in the matter of securing better agricultural methods in Preble county, and
is a man extremely popular in this society. Mr. Marker is the correspondent for several farm journals and has devoted his attention to answering
questions of inquiry directed to the agricultural departments of the same.
He is an extensive breeder of Percheron horses and Shorthorn cattle and has
made exhibits at the county fair at Eaton, and at several fairs in Indiana.
Mr. Marker was married, December 5, 1880, to Margaret Hubbler, who
was born, October 16, 1857, in Twin township, this county, a daughter
of Thomas and Catherine (Dunn) Hubbler. The Hubbler family were of
Pennsylvania German stock, while the Dunns were of Irish descent. Thomas
Hubbler was a flour miller by trade, and came to Preble county in an early
day.
Perry A. Marker and wife are the parents of six children, Thurman
and Roy, who live in Montgomery county, Ohio, and Mary, Walter, Margaret and Raymond, who are at home.
Mr. Marker is a Democrat and for years has taken an active interest
in local public matters, serving on the school board of his township, as well
as having filled the responsible office of township trustee. Thus it appears
his influence has not been confined alone to agriculture, but extends to
educational circles as well. Mr. Marker and family are members of the
Evangelical Lutheran church, and he is an active member of the Improved
Order of Red Men.
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HERMAN KRAMER.
Peculiar honor attaches to that individual, who, beginning the great
struggle of life alone and unaided, gradually overcomes unfavorable conditions and removes one by one the obstacles in the pathway of success. Great
credit is due the man, who, by master strokes of his own force and vitality,
succeeds in forging his way to the front, and winning for himself a competency and a position of esteem and influence among his fellow men. Such
is the record, in brief, of Herman Kramer, a well-known farmer of Twin
township, Preble county, Ohio, who has labored not alone for his individual
advancement, but also for that of his family and the entire community whose
interests he has ever had at heart.
Herman Kramer was born October 10, 1859, in Twin township, a son
of John and Wilhelmina (Kreuge) Kramer, to whom eleven children were
born, seven of whom are living, three sons and four daughters. John
Kramer was born in Germany, April 4, 1822, and left there when a young
man, settling in Cincinnati, Ohio. A few years later he came to Preble
county, where he engaged in farming. He was the owner at the time of
his death, in 1896, of three hundred and sixty acres of land, all in Twin
township except forty acres in Harrison township. His wife, who was
Wilhelmina Kreuge before her marriage, was born in Germany, October 15,
1826, and died in 1900. Both John Kramer and his wife were German
Lutherans.
Herman Kramer attended school at New Lexington, Ohio, and remained at home until twenty-three years old. When a young man he made
a specialty of raising tobacco and was very successful in this line. In 1900
he purchased his father's farm of one hundred and sixty-three acres, now
known as "Fairview Farm," lying in section 21 on the Twin township road.
Mr. Kramer has made many substantial improvements on this farm, and
throughout his life has been a hardworking, industrious, as well as prosperous farmer.
Herman Kramer was married in 1883 to Rebecca Miller, who was born
in 1859 in Germany, and to this union four children have been born, John
D., William H., Edith W. and Edgar C. John D. and his brother, William
H , are engaged in the mercantile business in Alexandria, this county.
Edith is the wife of Stephen J. Field, a farmer of Twin township. Edgar
C. is unmarried and lives at home, being engaged in farming with his father.
Politically, Mr. Kramer is identified with the Republican party in
national issues, and independent in local affairs. He has served his town-
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ship efficiently as school director and throughout his life has been interested
in educational matters. His influence in the community has exerted no
small part in raising the standard of the schools of the township to their
present state of efficiency. Religiously, Herman Kramer is a member of the
Lutheran church, and is known as one of the pillars of this denomination.
No history of Preble county, Ohio, would be complete that did not recount
the careers of the enterprising farmers who live in that county, and one of
these, most certainly, is Herman Kramer.

JOHN H. UNGER.
It is not easy to describe adequately the works of a man who has led
an eminently active and busy life and who has gained a position of relative
distinction in the community with which his interests are allied, but biography finds its most perfect justification, nevertheless, in the tracing and
recording of such a life story. It is with a full appreciation of all that is
demanded and of the painstaking scrutiny that must be accorded each statement, yet with a feeling of satisfaction, that the writer essays the task of
touching briefly upon the details of such a record as has been that of John
H. Unger, a farmer and stockman of Twin township, Preble county, Ohio.
John H. Unger was born, April 10, 1866, in Lanier township," the son
of Herman and Sophia (Punt) Unger, and a brother of Jacob Unger,
referred to elsewhere in this volume, wherein is given a history of the parents.
John H. Unger attended the public schools at New Lexington, Ohio,
and remained on the farm with his father until he was twenty-five years old,
when he went to Jackson township in Montgomery county, and rented land
from his father-in-law, H. S. Glander, for fourteen years. Mr. Unger
purchased eighty-seven acres of land there and, after farming it one year,
sold it and purchased the old home place, just west of New Lexington, this
county. He nowr owns one hundred and twenty-two acres of land. His
farm is well improved and is located in section 28, in Twin township. Mr.
Unger's chief products are tobacco, wheat and corn, and he has seven acres
of natural timber. Mr. Unger takes a fancy to good driving stock and made
exhibits of coach colts at the Eaton fair of 1905 and 1911. During late
years, Mr. Unger has been very successful as a farmer.
John H. Unger was married twice, the first time in 1889, to Laura
Glander, who was born in 1868 in Lanier township, and who died in 1894.
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Six children were born to this marriage, Herman H . of Twin township;
Ruth, of West Alexandria; Hazel, Lucy, Harley and Nellie, at home. Mr.
Unger was married a second time in 1894 to Ruth Stiver, who was born in
1877 in Lanier township and who is the daughter of John and Amanda
(Holp) Stiver. To this second union three children have been born, Roy,
Iva and Owem
John H. Unger is a man of more than ordinary prominence in Twin
township, where he lives. He is now a member of the agricultural board of
Twin township and prominent in the proceedings of this board. Politically,
Mr. Unger is a member of the Democratic party, but he has never held a
party office and has never cared to do so. He and his family are members
of the Lutheran church and active in this church. Mr. Unger is not only
a well-known farmer, but he is favorably known in the community where he
lives and merits the confidence which is reposed in him by his neighbors and
felllow citizens.

DANIEL WYSONG.
It is both pleasing and profitable to contemplate the career of a man
who has won definite objects in life, and whose career has been such as to
command the honor and respect of his fellow citizens. Such, in brief, is the
career of Daniel Wysong, a well-known farmer and stockman of Twin township, Preble county, Ohio. A more popular man it would be difficult to find
within the bounds of Twin township, where he was born and where he has
always maintained his home. Here he has labored not only for individual
advancement, but also for the improvement of the entire community, whose
interests he ever has had at heart.
Daniel Wysong was born, November 17, 1857, in Twin township,
Preble county, Ohio, the son of Perry and Katherine (Wantz) Wysong, to
whom three children were born, the others being John, who lives at West
Alexandria, and Mrs. Sarah Magill, of Washington township, this county.
Perry Wysong was born, December 10, 1828, in Twin township. He
was a farmer during most of the active years of his life and died in 1907.
His wife, who was Katherine Wantz, was born March 10, 1828, and is now
making her home with Mr. Wysong.
Daniel Wysong attended the district schools at Brennersville, in Twin
township, remaining at home on the farm with his parents until he was
twenty-nine years old, at which time he moved to Eaton, Ohio, where he
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worked as a laborer for one year. He then moved to his present farm,
which he owns. This farm consists of one hundred and sixteen acres of
good land in section 19, twelve acres of which is in natural timber. Mr.
Wysong makes a specialty of high-grade live stock, and has made many
extensive improvements upon his farm in the way of buildings, fences and
drainage. In 1903 he built a new and thoroughly modern home at a cost of
two thousand dollars. In the spring of 1913 he erected a new barn, eighty
by fifty feet, which is well equipped with electric lights. All of Mr. Wysong's
buildings and the grounds adjacent are lighted with electricity from a plant
that is installed on the farm. Daniel Wysong has been a very industrious
man, and is more than satisfied with farm life. He is one of those men who
have something substantial to show for his labor and his long toil, and he is
now enjoying the well-earned fruits of his well-directed energies.
Daniel Wysong was married in 1892 to Lucinda Isenhower, who was
born in October, 1868, in Union county, Indiana, a daughter of Paswell and
Mary (Dial) Isenhower. Her father was a native of Pennsylvania and her
mother of Indiana, and both are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Wysong
are the parents of two children, Harry and Edna. Harry is a resident of
this county, living near his father's home, and Edna is the wife of Chris
Bush, a farmer of Twin township.
Politically, Mr. Wysong is an independent voter. He is more impressed by measures than he is by party platforms and selects the ticket he
votes with discrimination. At one time he served efficiently as road supervisor of Twin township. Fraternally, Mr. Wysong is a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Eaton. He is an enterprising and
public-spirited man and a fine neighbor, well informed, aggressive and
broadminded.

CHRISTIAN N. EBY.
. . What.a wonderful heritage a man gives his children when, upon passing
from this life, he leaves them a knowledge of an active life well spent and
evidences of the good he had accomplished for his community. To be considered the foremost man of a community and a leader in all things pertaining to the welfare of that community does not fall to the lot of many
men and only those who are truly great in heart and mind, and of indomitable energy and unfailing optimism, are capable of keeping the trust and confidence which place them in positions of prominence, especially in a new
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section. This cheering knowledge is possessed by the children of Wilson
Eby, among them being the subject of this sketch.
Christian N. Eby, the son of Wilson and Elizabeth (Stover) Eby, was
born, February 15, 1862, in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio. Wilson
Eby and wife were the parents of ten children, seven of whom are still
living. Wilson Eby was born in 1816 in Maryland and left that state with
his parents when eighteen years old, settling in Montgomery county, Ohio.
In 1840 he came to Preble county and purchased one hundred and seventytwo acres of land in sections 1 and 12 of Lanier township. He built a large
brick house and made other improvements. He was an extensive farmer
until his death in 1884, and was highly respected and honored by the citizens
of his community. Wilson Eby was married in 1840 to Elizabeth Stover,
who was born in 1824, in Maryland, and who died in September, 1914. She
was the daughter of Daniel and Susan (Funk) Stover, both natives of
Maryland and early settlers in Montgomery and Preble counties, Ohio.
Christian N. Eby, a prominent farmer and stockman of Lanier township, attended the district schools of that township as a lad and a young man.
He remained at home with his parents on the farm until he was twenty-four
years of age, at which time he purchased one hundred and sixty-five acres of
land, upon which he made improvements costing in the neighborhood of six
thousand dollars. In 1908 Mr. Eby purchased twenty-five acres more and
erected a thoroughly modern home, which he moved into in 1909. This
splendid country home, located on the Germantown road, is much admired
by all the people of Lanier township, who regard it as a model country home
in every respect. Mr. Eby has not been able to do these things by chance,
his material success and the comforts which he now enjoys being the direct
results of patient, unremitting industry, frugal habits and good business
management.
In 1886 Christian N. Eby was married to Emma Carrier, who was
born, November 11, 1866, in Clark county, Ohio, the daughter of Joseph
and Jane (Fulk) Carrier, both natives of Rockingham county, Virginia,
where.Joseph Carrier was a well-known blacksmith. Somewhat early in life,
he removed to New Hampton, Ohio, and there he died in 1914 at the age of
seventy-one. His wife died in 1866, at the age of twenty-two, shortly after
her marriage.
To Mr. and Mrs. Christian N. Eby, three children have been born, Mrs.
Virgie Brubaker, whose husband is deceased, while she lives with Mr. and
Mrs. Eby; Mrs. Maud Brubaker, of Lanier township, and Joseph, who is at
home.
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Mr. Elby is a prominent member of the German Baptist- church and
for many years has been a deacon in that congregation. He is well known
in his community as a man of splendid attainments and excellent moral and
religious worth, a man who enjoys the entire confidence of his community.

FREDERICK BRINKHOFF.
In examining the life records of self-made men, it will invariably be
found that indefatigable industry has constituted the basis of their success.
Also there are other elements which enter into and conserve the advancement of personal interest, perseverance, discrimination, and the mastering of
expedients, but the foundation of all achievements is earnest, persistent labor.
At the outset of his career, Frederick Brinkhoff recognized this fact and he
has never sought a royal road to prosperity and independence. He began
to work earnestly and diligently in order to advance himself- arid the result
is that he is now numbered among the progressive, successful and influential
business men of New Lexington, Preble county, Ohio.
Frederick Brinkhoff was born, December 15, 1861, in Germany, the son
of Frederick and Becke (Purman) Brinkhoff, to whom four children were
born, Frederick, who was the eldest; Herman, who lives in Twin township;
Mrs. Maggie Casson, who lives in Kansas, and Mrs. Becke Roselius, who
lives in Twin township, this county.
Frederick Brinkhoff, Jr., left Germany two years before his parents.
He came to the United States in 1879 and they came in 1881. He settled
in Preble county and worked seven years as a farm hand, later purchasing a
small farm near New Lexington in Twin township. He raised tobacco
for a few years and in 1902 started in the general merchandise business in
New Lexington, where he now operates a store. Mr. Brinkhoff owns fifteen
acres of land and several lots, all in New Lexington.
Frederick Brinkhoff, Jr., was married April 26, 1885, to Emma Kurfiss, who was born in 1861, at New Lexington, Ohio, the daughter of John
K. and Christina (Leffler) Kurfiss, both natives of Germany. Her father
was born, June 24, 1827, and died August 3, 1878. He was a blacksmith
by trade and in 1832 came to Twin township, Preble county, where he
worked at his trade at New Lexington for many years, but later engaged in
farming. Mrs. Brinkhoff's mother, who was Christina Leffler before her
marriage, was born November 12, 1829, and died in 1898.
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To Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Brinkhoff one child, Lawrence, was born.
October 9, 1898. He died July 28, 1899, aged nine months and nineteen
days.
Politically, Mr. Brinkhoff is a Democrat. He and his wife are members
of the Evangelical church and take an active interest in the affairs of this
church. Frederick Brinkhoff is a man well known in Twin township for
the sturdy, honorable methods which he has always pursued and. no doubt,
which he has inherited from his vigorous, Teutonic ancestors. He is a man
known for his habits of square dealing and in his mercantile business enjoys
his full share of the patronage of the people of Twin township.

JESSE L. HASTON.
Jesse L. Haston is one of those strong, self-reliant and determined
characters who are occasionally met with and who are of such distinct type
as to be leaders among their fellowmen. Mr. Haston does not court this
distinction, for he is an unassuming, modest gentleman, but his zeal and
energy in whatever he undertakes naturally place him in the foremost ranks
of those who are potent factors in the development of their community.
Born in Virginia, Mr. Haston has maintained his residence in Preble county
for many years and here he is well known, especially in Lanier township,
for his honorable and industrious life.
Jesse L. Haston was born, May 25, 1868, in Botetourt county, Virginia,
the son of John and Frances (Lyles) Haston, to whom ten children were
born, six sons and four daughters. One son is now deceased. John Haston,
the father of Jesse L., was born about 1819, in Virginia, and remained there
his entire life. He was a farmer by occupation and died in 1871. His wife,
the mother of Jesse L.. who was born in 1837, left Virginia with her family
about 1875 and settled in Preble county, Ohio. After coming to Preble
county, the elder sons rented land and Mrs. Haston remained with them
until, in 1886, she married James Neal, a minister of Preble county. No
children were born to this second marriage and the mother died in 1910.
Jesse L. Haston attended the schools of Gasper township and at the age
of sixteen began working as a farm hand, still attending school in the winter
He rented ninety-one acres of land in Lanier township and continued as a
renter until 1909, when he purchased the land he had been renting, the farm
on which he now lives, one and one-half miles south of West Alexandria, in
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section 10, on the old Winchester and Alexandria road. Mr. Haston has
added twenty-two acres more to his farm and now has a farm of one hundred and eleven acres. He has made some substantial improvements upon
this farm and has been very successful as an agricultural proprietor. Mr.
Haston is an extensive breeder of Percheron horses and since 1900 has made
exhibits of these horses at Eaton and Dayton fairs. Mr. Haston takes great
pride in his horses and few men in Preble county are better judges of the
Percheron breed than he. Mr. Haston also raises a great many cattle and
hogs and has only the very best breeds upon his farm.
In 1888 Jesse L. Haston was married to Laura Glander, who was born
July 30, 1870, in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, the daughter of
John and Margaret (Unger) Glander. No children have been born to this
union.
Politically, Jesse L. Haston is a Democrat. He and his wife attend the
Evangelical Lutheran church regularly and are more or less active in the
affairs of this church. Mr. Haston has served upon the agricultural board
for the past six years and is a man whose knowledge of the science of
agriculture has made his influence particularly valuable in Preble county.
He is a man highly esteemed by his neighbors and respected for his honesty
and genial disposition.

WILLIAM A. PARDONNER.
William A. Pardonner has not been favored by inherited wealth or by
the assistance of influential friends, but in spite of these facts, by perseverance, industry and wise economy, he has attained a comfortable station in
life and is well and favorably known in Lanier township, Preble county,
Ohio, as a successful merchant who enjoys a large patronage in Ingomar, a
pleasant village in that township. Mr. Pardonner is regarded by all who
know him as a man of the best type of American citizenship, straightforward, unassuming, genial and obliging, who, while advancing his individual
interests, has not neglected his general duties as a citizeri.
William A. Pardonner, a general merchant at Ingomar, this county,
was born June 22, 1882, in Middletown, Butter county, Ohio, the son of William S. and Jennie F. (West) Pardonner, to whom two children were born,
William A. and Nathan L., the latter of whom lives with his father at Middletown, Ohio.
William S. Pardonner, the father of William A., was born in Dayton,
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Ohio, in 1858, the son of John and Jane (Van Zant) Pardonner. John
Pardonner was of German descent and a cobbler by trade. He worked at
this trade along the river Rhine in Germany before coming to America. He
arrived in Montgomery county, Ohio, near Dayton, in 1830, and soon engaged in farming. Later he removed to Clermont county, Ohio, where he
farmed until his death, which occurred in 1889, he being at that time eightynine years old.
William S. Pardonner, the father of William A., was reared on a farm
and remained there until sixteen years of age, when he moved to Middletown,
Ohio, and began working in a grocery store, later purchasing an interest in
the same. This was more than forty years ago and William S. Pardonner
is still connected with this store and is active in its management. Fie has
one of the best-equipped stores in Butler county. His wife, who was the
mother of William A., was born in i860, at Middletown, Ohio, and died in
1898. She was the daughter of John and Mary (Sweeney) West, the former
a native of Pennsylvania, who enlisted as a Union soldier at the outbreak of
the Civil War is 1861 at Middletown, Ohio. He served throughout the war
and was honorably discharged at the end. At the close of the war, John
West returned to Middletown, taking employment in the paper mills, in
which he presently became foreman. He died in Middletown in 1902, at the
age of seventy. His wife, who was Mary Sweeney, was a native of Kentucky.
William A. Pardonner attended the public schools of Middletown and
when nineteen years old went to Denver, Colorado, where he worked in a
grocery store. One year later he was employed by the Denver & Rio Grande
Railroad Company- as a pipe-fitter helper and worked as such for six years, at
the end of which time he came to Preble county, Ohio. In 1908 he went into
partnership with Jacob F. Ulrich in a general merchandise store at Ingomar,
Ohio. They now carry about a three thousand-dollar stock of goods and
enjoy a large and growing patronage throughout that section of the county.
Mr. Pardonner is a poultry fancier of more than local reputation and is
an extensive breeder of Sealcomb Rhode Island chickens. He has made
exhibits of this breed at Eaton, Hamilton, Dayton, Lima, Greenville and
Xenia, Ohio, as well as at Richmond, Indiana, and has nine silver cups which
he has won at these exhibits.
William A. Pardonner is a stanch Republican and has been more or less
active in local politics. At present he is serving as assistant postmaster at
Ingomar.
In 1905 William A. Pardonner was married to Edna Ulrich, who was
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born, March 13, 1885, the daughter of Daniel and Laura (Fudge) Ulrich,
natives of Preble county. To this happy union, three children have been
born, William, George and Paul, all of whom live at home.
Mr. Pardonner is an active member of the Masonic fraternity and
prominent in the affairs of this lodge. By reason of his prominent business
connection in that part of the county he is much t interested, in all matters
having to do with the development of the various resources of the county
and is counted as among the leaders of the various local movements designed
to promote the community's best interests.

SALMON FLORY.
The following is the biographical sketch of a plain, honest man of affairs
who, by his correct methods and strict regard for the welfare of his community, has made his influence felt in Lanier township and won for himself
prestige in the agricultural circles of his township. His life presents much
that is interesting and valuable and which may be studied with profit by
young men whose careers are yet to be made. He is a man of integrity and
strength of character; and, although he is modest and unassuming, he, nevertheless, commands the respect of his neighbors and has left the impress of
his individuality upon the community where he has lived practically all of his
life.
Salmon Flory, a successful farmer and stockman of Lanier township,
was born September 26, 1855, in Montgomery county, Ohio, the son of John
and Sarah (Stoner) Flory, to whom two children were born, Jennie, the
second child, being deceased.
John Flory was born April 9, 1829, in Rockingham county, Virginia,
and first settled in Montgomery county, Ohio. In 1867 he moved to Gratis,
Preble county, Ohio, and engaged in the mercantile business. He continued
in this business from 1867 to 1886, in which year he retired. He lived with
his son, Salmon, on the farm, until his death, June 18, 1904. His wife, the
mother of Salmon Flory, was born October 10, 1833, in Rockingham county,
Virginia, and is now living with her son, Salmon. At the time of John
Flory's death he was the oldest member of the Odd Fellows lodge at Gratis,
Ohio.
Salmon Flory attended the public schools of Gratis, Ohio, and worked
in the store which his father owned while he was attending school and during
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a short period after he had finished his education. Subsequently, he worked
as a farm laborer for about four years and then purchased eighty acres of
land a mile north of the southwest corner of Lanier township and farmed
there about thriteen years. He then bought a farm two miles south of the
first farm, and lived there nineteen years. He was very successful as a
farmer during this period of his life and was able, in 1914. after selling this
farm, to purchase one hundred and seventy acres of well-improved land in
the northeast part of Lanier township, which he now owns. Salmon Flory's
success has not been won by slipshod methods. He has been painstakinglycareful as a farmer and has always raised good crops because his soil was
well prepared and the crops well cultivated. His stock always has been well
cared for and he has been able to make handsome profits in this department
of farm activity.
In 1881 Salmon Flory was married to Susan Eikenberry, who was
born March 22, 1862, in Preble county, Ohio, a daughter of Henry and
Sallie (Teal) Eikenberry. To this happy union, four children have been
born, Harry, who has been in the ice business for several years and is also
a motion-picture operator at Eaton, and Iva, Oakley and Jennie, at home.
Mr. and Mrs. Flory are devout members of the German Baptist church
in which they have always been prominent.

MINFORD D. JOHNSON.
Specific mention is made in this volume of many worthy citizens of
Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio. Many of its present living citizens
have figured in the growth and development of this favored locality, men
whose interests are identified with its every phase of progress, each contributing in his sphere of action to the well being of the community, and
to the advancement of its normal and legitimate growth. Among this number of men is Minford D. Johnson, one of the leading farmers and stockmen
of Lanier township.
Minford D. Johnson was born, March 4, 1870, on the farm where he
now lives. He is the son of Alfred and Mary J. (Trout) Johnson, who were
the parents of three children, William, deceased; Mrs. Nora Flory, of
Lanier township, and Minford D.
Alfred Johnson was born in 1837 in Gratis township, and was a farmer
throughout his life. He came to Lanier township in 1858 where he engaged
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in farming on two hundred and twenty acres of land in section 28. He
directed the operations of this farm until 1892. In the fall of 1892 he
moved to Gratis, where he remained until his death, May 16, 1912. His
wife, the mother of Minford D. Johnson, was born in 1838 on the same farm
where Minford D. Johnson now lives. She is now living with her daughter,
Nora. She is the daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Bowman) Trout, natives
of Rockingham county, Virginia.
Minford D. Johnson was reared on the farm and attended school in
district No. 3 in Lanier township. He has always remained on this farm
and is now renting it from his mother. Mr. Johnson is a rather large shareholder in the telephone company of Preble county and a director and shareholder in the Farmers and Citizens Bank of West Alexandria. He also has
property in Gratis and has an interest there in an undertaking establishment.
Mr. Johnson will become the sole heir at his mother's death of two hundred
and forty acres, the farm on which he now lives. He has made extensive
improvements on this farm and at this time is engaged in extensive drainage
projects. Minford D. Johnson is a scientific farmer in the practical sense of
the word and has made his knowledge of the science of agriculture pay him
handsomely. He believes in modern methods of agriculture and he believes
in them, not so much because they are the methods which are being promoted
in the colleges and universities, but because, by his own practical experience,
he has demonstrated that farming is a real business which, if carried on
successfully, must have the same attention as any other vocation.
Minford D. Johnson was married in 1892 to Clara B. Glander, an accomplished young woman, who was born in 1874, in Preble county, Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are the parents of two children, Melva and Emerson
W., both of whom are at home. In all of his enterprises, Mr. Johnson has
had the hearty co-operation of his good wife and to her counsel, he owes
part of his success as a twentieth-century farmer.

CHARLES D. FADLER.
Prominent in the affairs of Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, and
distinguished as a citizen whose influence has been felt in the community
where he lives, the name of Charles D. Fadler stands out. For several
years he has been a successful farmer and stock breeder. All of his undertakings have been actuated by noble motives and high resolves, characterized
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by remarkable wisdom and strong individuality. His success and achievements but represent the results of utilizing his natural talents and in directing his efforts along those lines where mature judgment and rare discrimination lead the way.
Charles D. Fadler was born, April 6, 1876, on the farm where he now
lives, the son of John and Mary E. (Saures) Fadler, to whom six children
were born. Only three of these children are now living, William, who lives
in Phoenix, Arizona; Mrs. Dora E. Michael, of Washington township, and
Charles D., the subject of this sketch.
John Fadler, the father of Charles D., was born in June, 1828, in
Germany, and left there in 1847, settling in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he
worked as a laborer for a few years. Subsequently, he went to Wisconsin.
In the meantime he learned the shoemaker's trade and worked at this for a
few years and then came to West Alexandria, Ohio. There he did various
kinds of work and later engaged in farming with his father-in-law. until he
purchased a farm near Eaton, Ohio. In 1870 he removed to Lanier township and purchased eighty acres in section 15. He made some extensive improvements upon this land and farmed it until his death in 1900. His wife,
who was the mother of Charles D., was born in 1838 in Butler county. Ohio,
and died in 1907. She was the daughter of George and Mary Ann (Kesling)
Saures.
Both parents of Mr. Fadler were highly respected and esteemed citizens
in the various communities in which they lived.
Charles D. Fadler was reared on the farm where he now lives and attended the district schools of Lanier township and, subsequently, the high
school at West Alexandria, for one year. In 1897 he purchased from his
father eighty-three acres of land in Gasper township and farmed this until
his father's death. Upon his father's death, Charles D. Fadler sold out and
removed to the old home place, which he bought in 1901. He now owns one
hundred and twenty acres of land, five acres of which is natural timber.
It is a splendid farm and Mr. Fadler is an excellent, up-to-date, enterprising
farmer. Since removing to and purchasing the old home place, Mr. Fadler
has remodeled his house and has made it thoroughly modern and up-to-date.
This home is a credit to any farmer and Mr. Fadler naturally is proud of it,
as he has every right to be.
In 1897 Charles D. Fadler was married to Ida Flory, who was born in
1878, in Gasper township, the daughter of Henry and Louise (Wagner)
Flory. The Flory family were natives of Preble county and the Wagners
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came from Germany. To Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Fadler, two children,
Paul and Ruth, have been born, both of whom are at home.
Mr. Fadler has been prominent in the educational circles of his township and has served as a member of the school board for many years.

MARION A. EARHART.
To attain a worthy- citizenship by a life that is honored and respected
from childhood deserves more than mere mention. One may take his place
in public life through some vigorous stroke of public policy, and even retain
the affection of his friends and neighbors, but gradually to rise to the same
position through sterling worth and faithfulness to trust rather than by craving for exaltation and popularity, is worthy the highest praise and commendation. Thus has Marion A. Earhart, a fanner living on Route No. 9,
out of Eaton, Ohio, risen in the world.
Marion A. Earhart was born near Somerville, Butter county, Ohio, May
27, 1853, a son of Samuel and Sarah (Halk) Earhart, the former of whom
was born in Butler county, Ohio, in 1832, and died in March, 1904, and the
latter of whom was born in the same county in 1834. Samuel Earhart and
wife were the parents of two children, Marion A. and Lewis C , the latter of
whom is a farmer of Dixon township.
Marion A. Earhart came to Preble county, Ohio, at the age of fifteen.
He had attended school in his home county of Butler before coming here^
and continued his education in the district schools of Preble county. He remained at home until his marriage in 1888, at which time he began farming
for himself.
On May 23, 1888, Mr. Earhart was married to Susan A. Hagan, who
was born in Missouri, a daughter of William and Sedelia (Wells) Hagan.
Mr. Earhart became acquainted with her white on a visit to Missouri. To this
union two sons have been born, Albert M. and Ivan H. Albert M., a farmer
in Dixon township, was born August 1, 1889. He married Florence Moore
and is the father of one daughter, Mary, who is now about two years old.
Ivan H., born August 23, 1891, was graduated from the common schools
and also from the high school, and is now a student in the Ohio State University.
Mr. Earhart is a descendant of one of the oldest and most honored families of Dixon township. Throughout his life he has been a successful farmer,
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and besides raising all the crops common to this section of the state has been
very successful in the raising of good live stock for the markets. He is the
owner of two hundred and twenty-three acres of good farming land in Dixon
township, and is one of the substantial farmers of his section of the county.
Mr. Earhart is an adherent of the Republican party, and has served as
trustee of his township, and also served two years as township treasurer, and
was clerk of his township for thirteen years. Thus it is evident that Mr.
Earhart exercises an important influence politically in the community in which
he resides. He and his family are members of the Concord Christian church,
in which Mr. Earhart is one of the deacons. He is a liberal supporter of this
church and keenly interested in its work and welfare.

CHARLES LONGSTREET YOUNG.
To attain the rank of a worthy citizen by a life that is always honored
and respected, even from childhood, deserves more than mere mention.
Young men do not find it easy to resist the temptations of youth and establish a reputation in the minds and hearts of their associates that will remain
unstained at all times. Yet there is a sufficient incentive for young men to
guard well their associations and that incentive is the reputation of a pure
and noble manhood which the young man may have always before him as
his ideal. The example of a worthy father is of great assistance to the son,
and one of the comparatively young farmers of Lanier township, Preble
county, Ohio, who had the advantage of a worthy example on the part of
his father, is Charles Longstreet Young, who was born October 10, 1876, in
Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio.
Mr. Young is the son of Daniel and Martha E. (Longstreet) Young,
to whom two children were born, the younger one dying in infancy. Daniel
Young was born March 2, 1846, in Lanier township, Preble county. He
farmed throughout his life and owned the farm upon which his son now
lives until his death in 1912. His wife, who before her marriage was Martha E. Longstreet, was born August 27, 1848, and died August 26, 1911.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Young were devoted members of the Christian
church and left, besides the competence which they had acquired, the heritage
of a Christian life to their only living child, Charles Longstreet.
Charles Longstreet Young was reared on the farm near West Alexan(37)
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dria, and, after finishing his education in the public schools of West Alexandria, he attended Heidelburg College, at Tiffin, Ohio, where he took a general classical course. In 1904 he went to Dayton, Ohio, and was employed
there as an electric motorman for seven years. He then took a business
course at Jacobs' Business College at Dayton, Ohio, and subsequently did
contracting, excavating and team work. Eighteen months later, however,
he came back to Preble county, where he, for a time, owned a farm on the
Eaton and West Alexandria pike. Not long ago, however, Mr. Young became the heir to one hundred and sixty acres of land in section 21, in Lanier
township, and removed to this farm on January 28, 1915. As a farmer he
is an extensive breeder of Poland China hogs and Red-Polled cattle, and is
enjoying a remarkable success in this business.
Charles L. Young was married in 1900 to Fay Dewitt, who was born
May 7, 1873, in Butler county, Ohio, the daughter of Jacob and Mahla
(Freeman) Dewitt. Mr. Freeman, the father of Mrs. Jacob Dewitt, was
one of the largest owners of "farm real estate and one of the largest stockmen in Butler county, Ohio. He employed from fifteen to twenty men the
year around. Mrs. Young was graduated from the Gratis, Ohio, schools
and taught school for two terms. To Charles L. and Fay (Dewitt) Young
one child, Nellie L., was born, in 1901.
Politically, Mr. Young is a stanch Republican and has been active in the
councils of his party, although he has never held office. He and his wife
attend the Reformed church. Fraternally, Mr. Young is a member of the
Masonic fraternitv at Davton, Ohio.

IRA FUDGE.
In the history of Preble county, Ira Fudge, a prominent farmer and
stockman of Lanier township,- has occupied a conspicuous place for many
years. He is not only a representative farmer, but his present standing has
been attained by progressive, enterprising and persevering habits of mind.
Such qualities always win success and they have brought Mr. Fudge a satisfactory reward for his efforts. Mr. Fudge has long been an influential factor
in the educational, civic and financial life of the community which has been
favored by his residence.
Ira Fudge was born on January 31, 1851. in Lanier township, Preble
county, Ohio, the son of Franklin and Susannah (Markey) Fudge, to whom
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eight children were born. Franklin Fudge was born, December 15, 1826,
in section 34, of Lanier township, Preble county. Throughout his life he
was a hard-working man and enjoyed the good will of all of his neighbors.
At the time of his death he owned several farms, which have been divided
among his children. He died in February, 1897, anu - his wiie, who was
Susannah Markey, was born on August 5, 1830, and died, October 30, 1906.
She was bom in Frederick county, Maryland, and came to Preble county,
Ohio, with her parents when seven years old. Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Fudge
were married on September 2, 1849. She was a devout member of the
Dunkard church during her entire life.
Ira Fudge was the eldest child born to his parents. Because of the exceptionally hard labor on the farm and the need of help, Ira Fudge never
was able to obtain an extensive education, but what he did obtain, he supplemented by home study and has become a well-informed farmer and citizen. Mr. Fudge inherited altogether one hundred and eighteen acres of
land, but he now owns more than twice this amount, in all two hundred and
sixty-eight acres, fifty acres of which are covered with natural timber. Ira
Fudge is one of the large stockholders of the Twin Valley Bank, of West
Alexandria, and is also a stockholder in the telephone company and in the
Page Fence Company, of Menenses, Pennsylvania.
Ira Fudge was married on March 31, 1875, to Eliza K. Clark, who was
born on October 26, 1853, in Dayton, Ohio, the daughter of Jesse F. and
Nancy (Halteman) Clark. Jesse F. Clark was reared on a farm and was
the proprietor of a grocery store for a short time at Dayton, Ohio. Later
in life he engaged in farming near Dayton. He was born at Dayton, Ohio,
and his wife was a native of Pennsylvania. Both of Mrs. Fudge's parents
are deceased.
To Ira and Ella K. (Clark) Fudge four children have been born, as
follow: Mrs. Edna Brubaker, who is the wife of Doctor Brubaker, of Covington, Ohio; Mrs. Ada N. Kimmel, of Gratis, Ohio; one who died in infancy ; and Jesse, who is directing the operations of the home farm.
Ira Fudge is an ardent Democrat and has been active in the councils
of his party in Preble county. In 1887 he was the Democratic candidate
for county commissioner but was defeated. He served as township trustee
of Lanier township for two terms, and in this office made a commendable
record, giving complete satisfaction to his constituents, the people of this
township. Mr. and Mrs. Fudge and family are members of the Brethren
church and have always been among the stanch supporters of this denomination.
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CASPER GRIEM.
Among the earnest residents of Preble county, Ohio, whose enterprise
and strength of character have gained for them a prominent place in the
community life of Lanier township, as well as the respect and confidence of
his fellow citizens, is Casper Griem, a prominent farmer and stockman. Mr.
Griem is well known in Lanier township, where he resides, and is a man of
decided opinions and laudable ambitions. His influence ever has been exerted for the advancement of his vocation and he now ranks among the
representative farmers of Preble county.
Casper Griem, farmer and stockman, was born on August 8, 1863, in
Germany, a son of John and Dorothy (Fauldorf) Griem, to whom ten children were born, eight of whom are still living. John Griem was born in
Germany, about 1838, and remained in his native land during his entire life,
where he followed the vocation of a farmer. His death occurred in 1906.
His wife, who was Dorothy Fauldorf, was born in 1833 in Germany, and
died in 1888.
Casper Griem left his native land in 1882, and, after an uneventful
voyage across the Atlantic, arrived in this country, coming at once to Preble
county and locating at West Alexandria. For some time he worked at farm
labor in the vicinity of West Alexandria, but later he removed to Montgomery county, Ohio, and worked as a farm hand in that county. . He then
rented land for a period of five years in Montgomery county, but in 1898 he
returned to Preble county and purchased eighty acres of unimproved land
in Lanier township. Mr. Griem, however, was not discouraged by the strenuous task that confronted him and out of the profits in operating this farm
he has since been able to build a substantial brick house, as well as a large
and commodious barn and other outbuildings. He has been a hard-working
and industrious farmer and is a loyal, naturalized citizen of this great country. Casper Griem, by his earnest efforts and untiring industry, has done
what many of our native-born citizens have failed to do. He has, during
his comparatively brief residence in this country, accumulated a competence
for old age, and in so doing has won the distinction which belongs to a man
who is willing to forsake the ties which bind him to his native land and take
up the burdens of life in a new country. Mr. Griem is a prominent stockholder in the Twin Valley Bank, of West Alexandria, Ohio.
Casper Griem was married, in 1892, a few years after his arrival in
this country, to Margaret Myers, a native of Lanier township, Preble county,
Ohio, born in 1862, a daughter of John and Katherine (Ahler) Myers, both
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natives of Germany. Mrs. Griem's parents were early settlers of Preble
county. Mr. and Airs. Griem are the parents of one daughter, Ruth, who is
living at home with her parents.
Although Mr. Griem votes the Democratic ticket, he has never taken
an exceptional interest in politics, but has devoted his time and his energies
to his own personal business affairs. He and his wife are members of the
Evangelical Lutheran church and contribute liberally of their means to this
denomination.

DANIEL E. LESH.
Among the men of sterling worth and strength of character, who have
made an impression on the life of the locality in which they live, no one has
achieved a larger degree of popular respect than Daniel E. Lesh. His lifelong residence in this one locality has given the people an opportunity to
know him in every phase of his character. That he has been true to life
in its every phase is manifest by the esteem and regard in which he is held
by all those who know him. He has won success by his own honest endeavor
and indomitable energy and has placed himself in the front ranks of the
farmers of his community by exercising these excellent qualities. Mr. Lesh
has outstripped the less active plodders on the highway of life and has
achieved marked success in agricultural affairs. He has won for himself
a name that all men who know him delight to honor.
Daniel E. Lesh, a prominent farmer and stockman of Lanier township,
Preble county, Ohio, was born on February 28, 1855, in Lanier township.
He is the son of John and Julia Ann (Furry) Lesh, the former of whom
was born on September 4, 1818, on the farm which Daniel E. Lesh now
owns, and the latter born, August 20, 1819, in Gratis township. John Lesh
died on December 29, 1887, and his wife died, December 3, 1890.
To the union of John and Julia Ann (Furry) Lesh, six children were
born, Mrs. Elizabeth Young, born on August 12, 1850, who lives at South
Bend, Indiana; Mrs. Katherine Brubaker, born on July 8, 1853; Daniel E.,
the subject of this sketch; Mrs. Maria Wherly, born on February 9, 1857,
and died in 1901; Mrs. Julia A. Driskel, born on October 18, 1858, and Mrs.
Mary E. Driskel, born on July 16, 1862. The two latter sisters married
brothers and are now living under one roof in Warren county, Ohio, where
they are farmers.
John Lesh's marriage to Julia Ann Furry was his second marriage, he
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previously having married Catherine Miller, who died in 1845, a t the age of
twenty-nine years. She left Mr. Lesh two children, Jacob, who lives in
Wisconsin, and Mrs. Nancy W. Young, who is deceased.
John Lesh was the son of Jacob and Mary (Landis) Lesh, the former
a native of Pennsylvania and the latter a native of Virginia. Jacob Lesh
entered the farm now owned by Daniel Lesh and received a patent for it
from the government. This farm is located in section 18 of Lanier township and has been in the Lesh family for one hundred years. Jacob Lesh
was born in 1786 in Berks county, Pennsylvania, and was a soldier in the
War of 1812. The Lesh family has a written family history, comprising
six hundred names. They are descended from Balthaser and Susannah Phillipina Loesch, Palatines, who were driven by religious persecution from
Gersheim, near Worms, Germany. Balthaser Loesch died at sea on the way
to America, but his family came on and settled first in Berks county, Pennsylvania. The three children were Johann Adam, Wilhelm and Johann
George.
Daniel E. Lesh received his schooling in district No. 7 in Lanier township. Mr. Lesh purchased his present farm from the estate of his grandfather, Jacob Lesh, which comprises one hundred and sixty-four acres. Mr.
Lesh has remodeled many of the buildings and made many other substantial
improvements. He has built a two-story brick house, which cost in the
neighborhood of seventeen hundred dollars and erected a barn, forty-four
by sixty-four feet, at a cost of approximately twelve hundred dollars. Mr.
Lesh now owns two hundred and twenty-five acres of land. He rents it to
his son, Enos, who lives on the home farm. Both father and son are progressive and use only the very latest farm implements, including a gasoline
tractor plow, one of the very few in this part of Ohio. This indicates the
progressive and enterprising spirit of the Lesh iamily and explains to some
extent their unusual success in farming.
Daniel E. Lesh has been married twice. He was first married, January
15, 1880, to Lavina E. Young, who was born in Gasper township, Preble
county, Ohio, November 17, 1858, and died on June 20, 1883, leaving one
son, Ora A., who was born on June 7, 1883, and died on August 3, 1901.
Mr. Lesh was married, secondly, on January 21, 1886, to Eliza A. Baker,
who was born on March 30, 1862, the daughter of Jacob and Nancy (Cloyd)
Baker, both natives of Ohio. Jacob Baker, a life-long farmer, died August
29, 1874, in Montgomery county. He was a son of John and Mary
(Warner) Baker. Nancy (Cloyd) Baker was a sister of William S. Cloyd,
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whose sketch, presented elsewhere in this volume, gives her ancestry. She
died on-July 20, 1869.
Mrs. Lesh is one of six children born to her parents Phares, who died
at the age of twenty-five; Harvey C, born on February 18, 1856, lives in
Chicago, Illinois; Mrs. Hannah Jordan, of Montgomery county, Ohio; Eliza,
the wife of Mr. Lesh; Mrs. Sophia Brubaker, of Gasper township, and Levi,
who lives in Oklahoma.
To Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Lesh, three children have been born, one
who died in infancy; Enos, born on February 11, 1887, who is at home, and
Anna C, wife of Edwin Donlinger, born on September 14, 1891, and who
lives in Lanier township. Mr. and Mrs. Lesh also reared a child taken from
the Cincinnati orphans' home. Her name was Oman and in 1912 she married Frank Glander. She and her husband are the parents of two children,
Earl and Richard.
The Lesh family are all devout members of the Dunkard church and
interested in the affairs of this denomination.

JACOB B. UNGER.
One of the best known and most enterprising of the younger farmers
of Preble county, Ohio, is Jacob B. Unger, now in the very prime of life and
usefulness. His influence as an honorable, upright citizen has been a potent
force in the community where he lives, and with the people with whom he
comes into contact. His past success is assurance of something yet to come.
He is evidently destined to continue as a potent factor for substantial good
for many years to come. Mr. Unger is the owner of splendid farming lands
in Preble county, which he operates as one who has kept fully abreast with
modern methods of agriculture. He is a man possessed of sound business
principles, and who, while he has advanced his own personal interests, has
not neglected his general duties as a citizen.
Jacob B. Unger, farmer and stockman, of Twin township, Preble
county, Ohio, was born on February 1, 1871, at. New Lexington, Ohio, a
son of Herman and Sophia (Pundt) Unger. Herman Unger, the father of
Jacob B., was born in 1834 in Germany, coming to this country with his
parents, John Henry and Gaesha (Walters) Unger, in 1852. His father
died at Cincinnati soon after their arrival. The rest of the family came to
Preble county the next year. Herman Unger has lived in Preble county
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ever since on a farm in Twin township. His first wife was Sophia Pundt,
a native of Brunswick, Germany, born in 1832, a daughter of John Henry
and Rebecca Pundt. She grew up in Germany and came here in 1857, when
twenty-five years old. Six children were born to Mr. Unger and his first
wife, as follow: Mrs. Kate Voge, of Twin township; Mrs. Margaret Peterman died in 1913; John H., of Twin township; Edward, of West Alexandria; Jacob B., of Twin township; Mrs. Mary Martin, of Montgomery
county. The mother of these children died in 1898. A year or two later
Herman Unger retired and moved to West Alexandria, and in 1906 married
Wilhelmina Heine, who was born at Cincinnati, a daughter of Henry and
Elizabeth Heine. She was married in Cincinnati, in 1884, to Charles Mueller, and moved to West Alexandria in June, 1903. Mr. Mueller died there
in 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Unger now live in West Alexandria.
Jacob B. Unger was educated in the public schools of New Lexington,
Ohio, and when he had reached his majority he rented land from his father.
In 1897 he moved to his present farm in section 12, of Twin township, and
rented from his father—in-law, Mr. Steinmeyer. After the death of Mr.
Steinmeyer, in 1913, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Unger inherited two hundred and
twenty-six acres of land, which, in addition to his own holdings, makes him
the owner of three hundred and thirteen acres of highly productive and fertile land in Preble county. Mr. Unger has one of the best-improved and
most up-to-date farms in Twin township, upon which is situated a. large,
modern brick house and a stock barn, eighty by seventy-six feet in dimensions. Mr. Unger is an extensive breeder of Percheron horses, and has
made many exhibits at different fairs. He now owns a string of trotting
horses that breed back to the best blood of the trotting stock for speed.
Jacob B. Unger was married, in 1897, to Sarah C. Steinmeyer, who
was born in this county in 1875, and to this union four children have been
born, Stanley, Herman, Naomia and Paul, all of whom are at home with
their parents. Mrs. Unger's father and mother were Herman and Christina (Sauer) Steinmeyer, the father a native of this county and among the
early citizens of the county. The mother was a native of Butler county.
Herman Steinmeyer was born on November 27, 1847, o n the farm
where Mr. and Mrs. Unger now reside. He was a son of Frederick and
Caroline (Schreel) Steinmeyer. Frederick Steinmeyer was born in Prussia in 1802, grew up there, and, in 1839, with his wife and her parents, and
others, came to America. After a short time they located in the northeast
part of Twin township, this county, and there Frederick Steinmeyer spent
the rest of his life, as a cooper and farmer. Herman Steinriieyer spent his
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entire life there. He was a self-made man and a very successful farmer
and stock raiser. He also was engaged in saw-milling and tile making. He
died on December 29, 1912. He was an elder in the Lutheran church, and
a school director for many years. His wife was Christina Sauer, a native
of Butler county, Ohio, a daughter of William and Sarah (Potterf) Sauer.
Her father came from Germany with his parents to Butler county, and to
Preble county in 1846. Mrs. Steinmeyer now lives with her daughter, Mrs.
Unger.
Jacob B. Unger is a man who, because of his activity as a stock breeder
and as a successful, enterprising farmer, should be rated as one of the most
progressive citizens of Preble county. He is a man who is well known in
agricultural circles, who is broad-minded, public-spirited, and possessed with
native powers of leadership.
Mr. Unger is a Democrat, but has never been active in politics, preferring
rather to devote his time to his private and business interests. Mr. Unger
and family are members of the Evangelical Lutheran church, and active in
the work of both the church and the Sunday school.

LEONIDAS DISHER.
Leonidas Disher has attained pronounced prestige in Preble county by
reason of native and acquired ability, and also because of his prominence in
educational affairs and his high standing in the domain of private citizenship.
He takes a deep and abiding interest in everything pertaining to the material
advancement of the town and township where he lives, and every enterprise
which tends to promote the progress of Preble county is certain to receive his
hearty support. Mr. Disher, who is a retired farmer, and who formerly was
a school teacher, is rated as one of the progressive citizens of Harrison
township, arid the high respect in which he is held by all classes of people is a
deserved, compliment to an intelligent, broad-minded and most worthy man.
Leonidas Disher was born on December 12, 1852, in Twin township,
Preble county, Ohio. He is a son of Matthias and Jane (Ozias) Disher,
who were the parents of four children: Mrs. Mary A. Bunger, a resident of
Lewisburg, Ohio; Mrs. Susan Fritz, of Twin township; Mrs. Martha Reichard, deceased, and Leonidas, with whom this narrative deals.
Matthias Disher was born in Virginia, January 1, 1818. He came to
Preble county, Ohio, with his parents when fifteen years of age, and was
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reared on the farm. He was known to the patriots of Preble county as
Captain Disher, he having formed a company at the outbreak of the Civil
War. This was Company H, and became a part of the Ninety-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Captain Disher was the head of this company until 1863, when he resigned on account of ill health. He died at
Lewisburg, Ohio, in 1891. Captain Disher's grandfather was a soldier with
the Colonial troops, probably from Maryland, in the storming of Quebec,
where he lost an arm. He afterward located in Virginia near the head of the
James River, where Captain Disher spent his early youth. Matthias Disher
was married three times, his last wife being Elizabeth Zircle. She was born
in Virginia, where her father was a slave holder until 1862, in which year
his death occurred. Elizabeth (Zircle) Disher died in 1898. Matthias
Disher was the son of Christian and Frances (Zircle) Disher, who were
natives of Virginia. Christian Disher was a soldier in the War of 1812,
and served as a lieutenant. He came to Preble county, Ohio, in 1833, and
was engaged in farming until his death. Matthias Disher's second wife, who
was Jane Ozias, was born in 1825 in Twin township, in this county, and
•died in 1853. She was a daughter of Jacob and Susan (Christman) Ozias,
natives of North Carolina, who came to Preble county in 1805, and engaged
in farming.
Leonidas Disher was reared on the farm and attended the district
schools, and was a student at the normal schools at Lebanon and Medina,
Ohio. He then started to teaching school, and followed this profession for
about twenty years along with farming. During this period he served as
superintendent of schools at West Alexandria, Arcanum and Lewisburg.
In 1898 Mr. Disher was appointed as a member of the county board of examiners, and held this position for three years. In 1903 he engaged in the
grain business at Decatur, Indiana, but three years later sold out and returned
to Lewisburg, Ohio, where he has since lived, looking after his various business interests. Mr. Disher has rebuilt his residence, which is located on the
main thoroughfare of Lewisburg, securing a handsome and striking effect in
modern stucco. Mr. Disher is a heavy stockholder in the Lewisburg bank,
and the stone-crushing plant at Lewisburg. He also owns one hundred and
two acres of well-improved land in section 1 of Twin township.
Leonidas Disher was married in 1892 to Ohio Gray, who was born in
1863 in Lewisburg, Ohio, a daughter of Dr. William and Mary (Shoup)
Gray, the former born on May 13, 1808, in Randolph county, North Carolina. William Gray came to Preble county, Ohio, in 1835, and settled at
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West Alexandria, where he began the study of medicine under Dr. L. Weaver,
and later attended the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati, from which institution he was graduated. In 1840, he went to Ithaca, and practiced his profession there until 1842, when he removed to West Alexandria. He remained in the active practice there two years, at the end of which time he
went to Lewisburg, Ohio. He was actively engaged in the practice of his
profession for fifty-orie years, being, at the time of his death in 1891, the
oldest practitioner in Preble county. In 1855 he was married to Mary Shoup,
who was born in 1831, in Dayton, Ohio, and died in Lewisburg. in 1900.
To Mr. and Mrs. Leonidas Disher two children have been born, Russell
C , who died at the age of four months, and a daughter, Leon Gray, who is
attending the high school at Lewisburg. For many years Mr. Dislier has
been actively identified with the councils of the Republican party, and in 1888
was the nominee of his party for treasurer of Preble county, but was defeated
with the remainder of the ticket. Mr. and Mrs. Disher are active and earnest
members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and Mr. Disher is on the official
board of his church. Fraternally, Mr. Disher is a member of the Free and
Accepted Masons.
If Air. Disher's success in life is to be judged by the estimation in which
he is held by his fellow citizens, it must be admitted that his success is surpassed by few residents of Preble county.

JOHN D. GILBERT.
To a great extent the prosperity of the agricultural section of Preble
county is due to the honest industry, the sturdy persistence and the unswerving perseverance and wise economy which so prominently characterizes the
farming element of the Buckeye state. Among this sturdy class of farmers
may be mentioned John D. Gilbert, who, by reason of his years of indefatigable labor and honest effort, has not only acquired a well-merited material
competence, but who also has. richly earned and won the high esteem of all
with whom he has been associated.
John D. Gilbert, a prominent farmer and stockman of Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, was born on December IT, 1859, a son" of William
and Julia (Clark) Gilbert, and is one of four children born to his parents,
the others being Ida, Anna and May, all of whom are deceased.
William Gilbert was born in 1826, near Westminster, Maryland. He
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left Maryland when he was twenty-eight years of age and settled in Preble
county, Ohio, where for about six months he worked as a farm laborer near
West Alexandria. Subsequently he moved to Afontgomery county, Ohio,
and, in 1865, he returned to Preble county and purchased land near Enterprise, in Lanier township. There he farmed until 1900, when he retired
from the active life of the farm and made his home with his son, John D.,
from 1900 until the time of his death in 1911. His wife, Julia Clark, was
born in January, 1829, in Maryland, and died in 1909. Mr. and Mrs. William Gilbert were married in 1854 and throughout their lives they were devoted members of the Dunkard church.
John D. Gilbert attended district school No. 2, in Lanier township, in
his boyhood, and there he attained his education. He lived at home with his
parents until he was past twenty-two years of age, and then began farming
for himself. During the first ten years of his career as a farmer, he rented
land from his father. He was prosperous and successful from the beginning, and in 1891 he was able to purchase one hundred and eighteen acres
of land in section 20, of Lanier township. Since buying this farm Air. Gilbert has been able to build a thoroughly modern house, equipped with all
modern conveniences, as well as a large and commodious barn, his total improvements upon the farm amounting approximately to more than eight
thousand dollars. The lumber which Air. Gilbert has used in his building
improvements has come from his own timber. He has a beautiful country
home, of which he has every reason to be proud. His house, barn, outbuildings and surrounding grounds are models of neatness and thrift, and have
attracted the keen interest of hundreds of passersby. One of the examples
of his progressive methods is seen in the solid concrete silo, made in a neat
ornamental design, and the first of its kind contracted for in Preble county.
In 1881 Air. Gilbert was married to Harriet Flora, who was born on
December 20, 1862, in Lanier township, a daughter of Joseph and Mary
Ann (Eikenberry) Flora, residents of this county. To this union was born
one daughter, Edna, who was born in 1883, in Lanier township. She married John Voge, and she and her husband live on the home farm with her
father and assist in the operation of the farm. Mrs. Gilbert died in 1906.
John D. Gilbert is not identified with any particular political party, and
considers himself an independent voter, being more impressed with measures and men than he is with parties and party emblems. All of the Gilbert
family are members of the Brethren church, and take an active interest in
the welfare of their denomination. It is not too much to say that John D.
Gilbert is honored by his neighbors, and, in fact, by all the people of Lanier
township, in which he is well known.
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JOHN E. A1YERS.
The two most strongly marked characteristics of both the east and the
west are combined in the residents of Ohio. The enthusiastic enterprise
which overleaps all obstacles and makes possible almost any undertaking in
the comparatively new and vigorous western states is here tempered by the
stable and more careful policies that we have borrowed from our eastern
neighbors. The combination is one of unusual force and power. It has
been the means of placing this section of the country on a par with the older
east, at the same time producing a reliability that, certainly in business affairs,
is frequently lacking in the west. This happy combination of characteristics
is possessed to a notable degree by John E. Myers, the manager of the Lewisburg Lumber Company, who is too well known to the readers of this work to
need any formal introduction. His name is closely identified with the financial, commercial and industrial history of Preble county, and he himself is
filling a large place in the industrial and political life of this community.
He is recognized as a man of strong and alert mentality, and is deeply interested in everything that pertains to the welfare of the community. Mr.
Myers is regarded as one of the progressive and enterprising citizens of
Lewisburg, Ohio.
John E. Alyers was born on July 28, 1865, in Twin township, Preble
county, Ohio, a son of Samuel and Alary (Wehrly) Alyers, who were the
parents of seven children, as follow: Mrs. Anna Hartrum, deceased; one
who died in infancy; Jesse F., a carpenter of West Alexandria; Samuel I.,
a farmer of Twin township; John E., with whom this narrative deals; Joseph
W., deceased, and Alonzo, a baker, now living in California.
Samuel Alyers was born on May 1, 1832, in Carroll county, Maryland,
and was reared on a farm. He came to Ohio and settled in Miami county,
where he worked as a farm hand for a few years. Subsequently, he purchased land in Twin township, but later sold out and rented land in Twin
township, where he farmed until his death, September 19, 1895. His wife,
who was Mary Wehrly, was born June 2, 1829, in Twin township, Preble
county, Ohio, the daughter of John and Barbara (Heckman) Wehrly, both
natives of Virginia, and early settlers of Preble county, Ohio. Mrs. Myers
now makes her home with her different children.
John E. Myers remained on the home farm until thirty years of age.
He received his education in the district schools of Twin and Lanier townships, and later worked as a packer for a tobacco firm at Ingomar, Ohio, for
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about a year. With his brother, Samuel I., he then engaged in farming and
followed this vocation for two years, at the end of which time he moved to
Brookville. Ohio, and worked as a clerk in a bakeshop. Later he removed
to West Alexandria, Ohio, and became the manager of a retail grocery. In
1909, Mr. Alyers was made the manager of the Lewisburg Lumber Company,
at Lewisburg, Ohio, and now owns his residence and four lots in the town
of Lewisburg.
John E. Alyers was married in 1907 to Elizabeth Travis, who was born
in 1873, in Allen county, Kansas, and to this union two children have been
born, Edgar Travis, who died in early infancy, and Alary Catherine.
Mr. Alyers is an ardent Democrat and is now serving as a member of
the Lewisburg town council, and is discharging the duties of this office to
the entire satisfaction of the people and residents of Lewisburg. Air. and
Mrs. Myers are active members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and
prominent in the work of the Sunday school. John E. Myers is a man who
has risen to his present eminent position in life as a consequence of his industry,. frugal. habits and careful business methods, and is therefore a representative citizen of Harrison township, and a man who by reason of this
fact, is entitled to representation in this volume.

EZRA J. OZIAS.
Ezra J. Ozias was born on February 26, 1852, in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio, the son of William and Barbara (Crider) Ozias, the former of whom was born on September 22, 1825, in Preble county, Ohio, was
a farmer and lived on a farm until his death, April 7, 1907. Barbara (Crider) Ozias was born May 8, 1827, at Germantown. She was a member of
the United Brethren church, and the Lewisburg class for sixty-five years.
She died on March 23, 1902, at her home near Lewisburg, Preble county,
Ohio. William and Barbara (Crider) Ozias were the parents of five children, Oscar, who died at the age of two years; Byrom, who lives in West
Virginia; Ezra J., the subject of this sketch; Mrs. Elizabeth Cassady, of
Lewisburg, and Dr. Mary Cromer, who is a physician at Union City, Indiana.
William Ozias was the son of John Ozias, one of the early pioneers of
Preble county, Ohio, who immigrated to the vicinity of Springborough,
Warren county, Ohio, from Guilford county, North Carolina in the fall of
1803 with a colony, in which were the Christmans, John Ozias, Sr., his three
sons, Peter, Jacob and John, also Captain Daniel Boone, and the late Judge
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John Aleroney. Other families soon followed. John Ozias, Sr., devoted the
winter of 1804 to seeking a home in the wilderness west of the Great
Aliami, selecting finally twelve hundred and eighty acres on the "big bottoms" of Twin creek, directly south of Lewisburg, in this county. I'eter
Ozias, the eldest brother of John, Jr., commenced his clearing in 1804. leaving the remainder, of thecolony at Clear creek settlement, in Warren county,
He was soon joined by his brother, Jacob, and other pioneer settlers, among
whom were the Singer family. John Ozias, Jr., remained single until he
had made an opening in the wilderness and built a cabin. In 1810 he married a Aliss Higgins, a sister of the late Amos Higgins, of Higgins station,
Alontgomery county. One day in the winter of 1810-11, John Ozias, Jr.„
and wife went to help their brother, Jacob, butcher, and returning home as
the evening shades appeared, with their portion of spare ribs and sausage,,
the wolves, ravenous by hunger and already attracted to the vicinity by the
smell of blood, caught the scent of fresh meat and, by their peculiar encircling process, finally got on the trail of the affrighted fugitives and gave
chase. John Ozias, Jr., and wife barely reached the enclosure of their
cabin in time to save their lives. The wolves were at their very heels when
the cabin door closed. John Ozias, Jr., died at the residence of his son,
William Ozias, in Harrison township, on July 19, 1870, at the age of eightyeight years, three months and twenty-four days. For ten years before his
death he was an invalid and was cared for alternately by his devoted children, George, John and William, and his daughter, Mrs. George Potterf.
John Ozias, Jr., was reared in the German Reformed church, of which he
was a consistent member from his early youth.
The Ozias family, from one generation to another, has held family
reunions and was practically the first family to hold a reunion in Preble
county. The first reunion was held on August 26, 1886, at Horns grove,
just west of Lewisburg; later they gathered at Moots grove and for the past
six years they have met at the county fair grounds with a large attendance
in the family circle.
Ezra J. Ozias was reared on the farm. He attended the district
schools of Twin and Harrison townships, the National Normal, at Lebanon,
and the Medina Normal, at Medina, Ohio. He began teaching in the district schools of Preble county when nineteen years old and continued teaching for ten years, having served as superintendent of schools in the villages
of Euphemia, Preble county, Pyrmont, Montgomery county, and Arcanum,
Darke county. During this period, he cultivated his ninety-four acre farm
in Twin township and specialized in small grain and liye stock. • While he
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was a farmer, he invested in a tobacco warehouse at Lewisburg and finally
moved to Lewisburg, where he became engaged in the buying and packing of
leaf tobacco for the market and now employs fifty people. He has forty
acres of land, part of which is in the town of Lewisburg and owns a residence and other property in Lewisburg. He is a shareholder of the telephone company, and the electric light company and is president and a director in the former company and director in the latter.
Ezra J. Ozias was married on January 2, 1879, to Leora W. Wheatley,
who was born, July 4, 1853, in Aledina county, Ohio, the daughter and one
of the twelve children of Joseph and Mary (Buck) Wheatley, the former of
whom was born in 1818, in Yorkshire, England. Joseph Wheatley came
to Ohio with his parents when fourteen years of age and settled in Medina
count}r, Ohio, and engaged in farming there. He became a county surveyor in the county and held that office for a period of twenty years. He
died in 1893. His wife was born in 1823 in Summit county, Ohio, and died
in 1906. Both of Mrs. Ozias's parents are buried at Aledina, Ohio.
To Mr. and Mrs. Ozias two children have been born, Clifford W., who
was graduated from the Purdue University at Lafayette, Indiana, and is
a civil engineer and farmer in Canada, and Blake, who was graduated from
the Valparaiso (Indiana) Normal School and is now living in New York
City, where he is manager of the Guarantee Sales Company at that place.
Air. Ozias is a Republican and has held different offices in the township and is a man of wide influence in political circles. For many years he
was president of the school board of Twin township, and has always been
interested in educational matters. Mr. and Mrs. Ozias are members of the
United Brethren church.

GEORGE W. DEARDORFF.
Among the enterprising and progressive citizens of Preble county, Ohio,
none stands higher in the esteem of his fellow citizens than George W. Deardorff, a farmer living in Washington township, Preble county, Ohio. He has
long been actively engaged in agricultural pursuits, and his standing as a
citizen and neighbor has increased with the years of his residence in Preble
county.
George W. Deardorff was born February 5, 1850, in Darke county,
Ohio, and is a son of Samuel and Cynthia A. (Miller) Deardorff, the latter
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of whom died December 26, 1914. She was born in November, 1828. Samuel Deardorff died in 1884. He was born in Preble county, Ohio, and was
a son of Jacob Deardorff, who settled in Preble county in an early day. Jacob
Deardorff carved a farm out of the wilderness in Lanier township, where
he and his wife reared the following children, Peter, Paul, John, Jacob,
Benjamin, Isaac, Anna, Rebecca and Samuel.
Samuel Deardorff went to Darke county, Ohio, where he lived for three
years, at the end of which time he returned to Preble county, and lived on
his father's farm. In 1856 he bought the farm where his son, George W.,
now lives, and remained on this latter place until his death. He and his wife
were the parents of four sons and two daughters, all of whom are living:
George W., with whom this narrative deals; Nancy, the wife of Reuben
Swisher, of Des Moines, Iowa; William H , of Colorado; Alary, the wife of
Benjamin Neil, of Eaton, Ohio; Laban, of Chicago, Illinois, and David, a
resident of Louisiana.
George W. Deardorff came with his parents from Darke county, Ohio,
to Preble county when he was two years of age, and in the public schools of
this county he received his education. He remained at home with his parents until his father's death, and has never married.
Mr. Deardorff is a Republican, and is well known in Washington township, and by his upright and honorable life has won the esteem of a large
number of people.

EARL C. CRIDER.
It is interesting to note, in the series of personal sketches appearing in
this work, that an effort has been made in each case to throw well-focused
light on the individuality and to bring into prominence the scheme of each
life history. Each man who strives to fulfill his part in connection with the
scheme of human society and human activities, deserves recognition, whatever may be his field of endeavor. It is the function of works of this nature
to perpetuate for future generations an authentic record concerning those
represented in its pages. The value of such publications is certain to be
cumulative for all time to come, and to present the individual and specific
accomplishments of each person represented. The business life of any community is important in the scheme of human welfare, and the flour-mill is an
important factor in the industrial life of any community. One of the in(38)
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fluential business men of Lewisburg, this county, and the manager of the
flour-mill at that place is Earl C. Crider.
Mr. Crider was born on January 6, 1883, in Harrison township, Preble
county, Ohio, the son of Elkanah C. and Sarah Ann (Hahn) Crider. Elkanah
C. Crider was born on September 20, 1854, in Harrison township, this county,
a son of John and Catherine (Disher) Crider. John Crider was a native of
Preble county, and his wife was a native of Virginia. John Crider was a son
of Samuel and Catherine (Zellers) Crider, natives of Pennsylvania, and
earl)- settlers in Preble county.
Elkanah C. Crider was reared on a farm in Harrison township. In
1892 he moved to Lewisburg and engaged in the elevator business, at the
same time being engaged as a tobacco dealer. In 1898 Air. Crider purchased
the old Turner grist-mill, which stands at the east edge of the corporation
line of Lewisburg. This mill is more than one hundred years old. Elkanah
C. Crider is a stockholder and vice-president of the Lewisburg bank, and for
the past fifteen years has owned land in Sedgwick county, Kansas. Air.
Crider has taken a great deal of pleasure in the trips he has made to different
states. He owns forty-two acres of land near the old Turner mill in Harrison township. In 1878 Elkanah C. Crider was married to Sarah Ann
Hahn. who was born in July, 1852, in Pennsylvania, a daughter of Andrew
and Alargaret Hahn, both natives of Pennsylvania. To this union three
children have been born, Airs. Catherine Gabb, of New Orleans, Louisiana;
Earl C, with whom this narrative deals, and Airs. Elizabeth Paul, a motionpicture operator living at Lewisburg.
Earl C. Crider attended the public schools of Lewisburg until fifteen
years of age, and then went to Richmond, Indiana, where he was local manager for a Philadelphia publishing firm. One year later he returned to Lewisburg, and began work in his father's mill as assistant miller. He remained
in the mill for three years and then went to St. Louis, Missouri, where he installed switchboards for the local telephone company. Four years later he
again returned to Lewisburg and took charge of the old grist-mill. He is
now a substantial shareholder in this mill.
In 1902, Earl C. Crider was married to Catherine D. Schmitt, who was
born on June 22, 1885, at St. Louis, Missouri, a daughter of Anton Schmitt,
a native of France, who was a harness maker by trade and who, in an early
day, went to St. Louis, Missouri, where he was engaged in the harness business. He now has a wholesale and retail saddlery establishment. Mrs.
Crider was educated in the Garfield school, at St. Louis. To Earl C. and
Catherine D. (Schmitt) Crider one child has been born, Elenora P.
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Mr. Crider is a Republican in politics, and he and his wife are members
of the Evangelical Lutheran church. They are prominent in the social life of
Lewisburg, honored and respected by a large circle of friends and devoted to
the moral and civic advancement of their community.

IRA C. ALBERT.
Representing one of the old and well-known families of Preble county,
Ohio, a man of remarkable enterprise and sterling worth, Ira C. Albert, a
farmer, merchant and extensive real estate dealer of Lewisburg, is well
entitled to notice among the substantial business men of this county. It is
with much satisfaction that the biographer accords a place in these pages
to the story of his life.
Ira C. Albert was born on August 6, 1868, in Harrison township, Preble county, Ohio. He is a son of George H. and Sarah (House) Albert,
to whom eight children were born as follow: William F., a farmer of Twin
township; Alonzo M., a farmer of Harrison township; George C , a merchant at Lewisburg; Ira C, with whom this narrative deals; Ellen Florence,
deceased; Rev. Raymond A., a minister of Cleveland, Ohio; Mrs. Alary C.
Kesselring, of Lewisburg, and Laura E., at home.
George H. Albert was born in Montgomery county, Ohio. He was
reared on a farm and came to Preble county with his parents, Lewis and
Catherine (Siler) Albert, who were of Germanic origin. George H. Albert died on July 19, 1912, while his wife, who was a native of Harrison
township, Preble county, is now living at Lewisburg. Her parents were
Simon and Catherine (Horner) House, natives of Ohio, and farmers in
this county.
Ira C. Albert was reared on his father's farm east of Lewisburg, this
county, attending the district schools of his home neighborhood, and remained on the farm for some time after leaving school, being engaged in
various kinds of work. During this period Mr. Albert studied telegraphy
and worked at this occupation for a time. After his marriage he returned
to farming and rented land for about five years, after which he moved to
Lewisburg, where he engaged in the grocery business, and after conducting
a grocery for some five years, sold out to his brother, George C, and returned to the farm, but only farmed for about one year, when he returned to
Lewisburg, and engaged in the coal business. He remained in this busi-
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ness until 1911, at which time he engaged in the purchase and sale of real
estate. Mr. Albert has extensive private business interests. He is vicepresident and a director of the Inter-State Stone Company; a director of
the Lewisburg Bank, and also of the electric light company of that town.
Ira C. Albert was married on Alay 13, 1894, to Tensie A. Kepler, who
was born on March 28, 1874, in New Lisbon, Henry county, Indiana, a
daughter of Levi W. and Frances (Weaver) Kepler, the former of whom
was born near Dayton, Ohio. He was a physician, practicing at Salem,
Ohio, New Lisbon, Indiana, and Lewisburg, Ohio. He came to Lewisburg
in 1880, but has since retired and is living with Air. Albert. Mrs. Albert's
mother was born at Salem, Ohio.
Ira C. Albert is a stanch Democrat and has been influential in the local
councils of his party. He has served as justice of the peace for the past
twelve years. Air. Albert is a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and of the Free and Accepted Masons. Mr. Albert and wife are
members of the Evangelical Lutheran church. Air. Albert is a man of unusual attainments and has achieved a splendid success in life. He is especially devoted to the welfare, progress and prosperity of Harrison township.

WILLIAM W. W H I T E .
William W. White is one of those strong, sturdy characters, who have
contributed largely to the welfare of the community life of Lewisburg, this
county. He is a business man of more than ordinary sagacity and foresight, and as a citizen has proved to be public-spirited and progressive in all
that these terms imply. He has had much to do with the material progress
of Preble county and in making it one of the important commercial centers
of this section of Ohio. Being numbered among the substantial and worthy
citizens of his community, "none more richly deserves these representations
in a work of this character than does William W. White.
Mr. White was born on July 12, 1866, in Dixon township, Preble
county, Ohio, a son of Thomas and Sarah A. (Felton) White, the former
of whom was born in December, 1844, in Indiana. Thomas White was
reared on the farm, but subsequently learned the carpenter trade, and worked
at this vocation in Anderson, Indiana and St. Paul, Minnesota. At present
he lives with his daughter, Mrs. Florence B. Walker, in North Dakota.
His wife who, before her marriage, was Sarah A. Felton, was born on
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April 30, 1846, in Preble county, Ohio, the daughter of Edward and Matilda (Wright) Felton, the former a native of England and the latter a native of Ireland, early settlers of Preble county, the latter of whom died on
September 13, 1910.
Thomas and Sarah Felton White were the parents of four children.
William W. White was the eldest. Airs. Florence B. Walker lives at Grand
Forks, North Dakota. Harry lives in Minneapolis, Alinnesota. Airs. Mary
E. Morris lives in Anderson, Indiana.
William W. White was reared on the farm and attended the district
schools of Dixon township. At the age of twenty-one he started working
by the month as a farm hand, at a monthly wage of sixteen dollars, later
receiving eighteen dollars and a half a month. In 1889 he rented land and
started farming for himself, farming in Gasper township until he became
afflicted with tuberculosis of the elbow. Eventually it was necessary to
amputate the arm above the elbow. In 1893 n e moved to Lewisburg and
worked as a book agent for a short time. He then engaged in the livery,
feed and sales business for seventeen years. Finally he sold out and purchased a farm, which he operated until 1915, in which year he sold the
farm, comprising one hundred and one acres. He made some extensive
improvements on this farm, it having been very much run down when he
first took hold of it. During his career as a farmer he kept high-grade
stock, and made a specialty of Duroc-Jersey hogs. Air. White is a substantial property owner in Lewisburg, and owns a large brick residence on
Main street, the principal thoroughfare of Lewisburg.
On September 5, 1889, at Eaton, Ohio, William W. White was married to Emma S. Buriff, who was born, September 25, 1869, in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio. She is the daughter of Andrew and Minerva
(Carter) Buriff, the former of whom was born in Perry county, Ohio, in
1836, and came to Preble county, Ohio, about 1862, and engaged in farming. His wife was born on April 27, 1846. Both are now living at Eaton,
Ohio.
To Mr. and Mrs. William W. White four children have been born, as
follow: Mrs. Myrtle Dye is a lawyer of Eaton, Ohio; Vernon is a barber,
also living at Eaton; Mrs. Martha M. Foble is the wife of a druggist, at
Columbus, Ohio, and William B., at home. There is just eighteen years'
difference between Mrs. Martha M. Foble's age and that of William, the
latter being an infant, two years old.
William W. White is an ardent Republican. He has served on the
Lewisburg city county, and has been marshal and township assessor at dif-
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ferent times. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias and he and his
wife and family are members of the United Brethren church, in. which they
are prominent and influential, and are liberal supporters of this denomination.

JACOB H. PUNDT.
Inarming has been revolutionized during the last fifty years, and the
farmer of today suffers few of the disadvantages which confronted the
pioneer farmers. Scores of inventions have enabled the farmer to lead a
life of comparative ease, and the result is that an increasing number of our
most capable young men are remaining on the farm in preference to trying
their fortunes in the city. The farmer is certainly the most independent
man of the country, and all other vocations must bow to him. Ohio is
known throughout the length and breadth of the country as an agricultural
state, and Preble county ranks high as an agricultural section of this state.
One of the excellent farmers of Preble county is Jacob H. Pundt, of Harrison township.
Jacob H. Pundt, who is an active farmer and stockman, was born on
August 5, 1877, on the farm where he now lives. He is a son of Henry
and Elizabeth (Ryder) Pundt, who were the parents of five children, as
follow: Mrs. Mary Klusman, of Lenexa, Kansas; Airs. Katherine Soller,
a resident of Olathe, Kansas; Airs. Clara Brown, a resident of Darke
county, Ohio; Mrs. Hannah Ramsay, of Harrison township, this county,
and Jacob H., of whom this narrative speaks.
Henry Pundt, who was born in Germany in 1836, left there when
eighteen years of age on a sailing vessel bound for this country, the voyage
consuming forty-eight days. Upon arriving in this country he came to
Preble county and settled at West Alexandria, where he worked as a laborer for a few years. Later he began farming in Twin township. About
1874 he moved to Harrison township and purchased one hundred and
twenty-nine acres of land in section 22. He added to this farm from time
to time, made many improvements on the land, and was heavily engaged in
the live-stock business. His death occurred in 1884, and his widow, who
was Elizabeth Ryder, born on October 7, 1842, in Lanier township, a daughter of John and Hannah (Gebhart) Ryder, natives of Pennsylvania, who
came to Preble county, in an early day, is living with Mr. Pundt.
Jacob Pundt has always lived on the farm where he now resides. He
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attended only the district schools of Harrison township. He now rents
one hundred and sixty-seven acres of land from his mother and is feeding
more or less cattle and hogs for the markets, as well as raising tobacco,
wheat and corn. He is a large shareholder in various manufacturing plants.
In 1904 Jacob Pundt was married to Alaude Aloots, who was born on
August 11, 1877, in Twin township, a daughter'of William and Elmira
(Wikle) Moots, natives of Preble county, now living at Lewisburg, and to
this union one child has been born, Hazel.
Air. Pundt is a Democrat and he and his wife and daughter are members of the Evangelical Lutheran church, active in the work of this denomination and liberal contributors to its support. Mr. Pundt possesses
the confidence of his neighbors and is a highly-esteemed citizen of Harrison
township.

SEYAIOUR BITTLE.
Among those men of sterling strength of character who have impressed
their personalities upon the community of Lewisburg and vicinity and who
have borne their full share in the upbuilding and the developing of Preble
county mention must not be omitted of Dr. Seymour Bittle, veterinarian
and liveryman of Lewisburg, a native of Preble county and a man well
known throughout this county. Doctor Bittle has exerted a strong influence for good in the community and is a man of upright principles. He is
interested in the advancement of the community along moral, educational
and commercial lines.
Seymour Bittle was born on January 6, 1880, in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio, a son of George and Martha (Schlotterbeck) Bittle, the
former of whom was born in 1828, in Rockingham county, Virginia, and
who came to Preble county, Ohio, with his parents. George Bittle was a
farmer in Twin and Harrison townships until about 1903, in which year he
retired and moved to Lewisburg, where he died in 1905. His wife, who,
before her marriage, was Martha Schlotterbeck, was born in 1841, in Wurtemburg, Germany. She left Germany with her parents when six years old.
She is now living in Lewisburg, Ohio.
Dr. Seymour Bittle was reared on the farm and attended the Twin
township schools, as well as the Harrison township high school, at Euphemia, Ohio. He remained on the farm with his parents until he was twentythree years old, when he entered Ohio State University, at Columbus, and
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was graduated from the veterinary department of this institution in 1906,
with high honors. He first practised his profession as an inspector for the
United States government at Chicago, Illinois. He held this position for
about two and one-half years, and during that time he was transferred to
Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was an inspector of live stock until 1912. . That
year he came to Lewisburg, and started a livery business, which he still
operates in connection with the practice of his profession. Doctor Bittle has
been very successful as a veterinarian and enjoys a large and lucrative practice, which he well merits because of his thorough training and extensive
information concerning the treatment of disease among farm animals.
Doctor Bittle was married in 1909, to Miss Grace Foster, who was
born July 19, 1890, in Harrison township, Preble county, Ohio, a daughter
of Jesse and Elizabeth (Vaughn) Foster. Her father is a contractor and
builder at Lewisburg. To this happy union three children have been born,
Virginia, James and Don.
Doctor Bittle is a Democrat and is always more or less interested in
political affairs. Fraternally he is a member of the Free and Accepted Alasons. Doctor and Mrs. Bittle are members of the United Brethren church
and are active in the affairs of this denomination. Dr. Seymour Bittle is a
man who, while he has devoted himself industriously in the practice of his
profession and to his own personal business interests, has not failed to give
to worthy public interests and movements the attention which they deserve
from representative citizens. Doctor Bittle is a representative citizen of
Preble county, and a man who especially, because of his professional success, is entitled to representation in this volume.

MRS. CEVILLA FINNEY.
Airs. Cevilla Finney needs no introduction to the people of Preble
county since her entire life has been spent in this county. Her life has
been devoted not only to the comfort and happiness of her family, but to
the welfare of all the people of the community. Mrs. Finney is an honorable representative of one of the well-known families of Preble county, her
father having filled no small place in the industrial life of this county in his
day and generation. Mrs. Civilla Finney, the widow of the late Lewis
Finney, who died in 1910, is a splendid type of the intelligent, progressive,
public-spirited woman, of the present generation. She is a woman of ex-
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ceptional business ability and since the death of her husband has revealed
this ability in managing her large real estate interests.
Mrs. Cevilla Finney was born on October i, 1851, in Harrison township, Preble county, Ohio, the daughter of Christian and Alary (Richard)
Disher, to whom four children were born, Mrs. Finney, who was the eldest;
George, who is a farmer in Preble county;-Matthias, who lives in Harrison
township, this county, and Airs. Elizabeth Horn, of Lewisburg, this county.
Christian Disher was born on October 6, 1825, in Virginia, and came
to Preble county, Ohio, when four years old with his parents. He was
reared on a farm and remained on a farm until his death, on February
12, 1897, a t the age of seventy-two years. His wife, who was Alary Richard, was born in Preble county on November 30, 1830, and died here on
April 21, 1888, aged fifty-eight years.
After attending the district schools of Harrison township, Airs. Finney
attended the public schools of Euphemia, Ohio. She was married at Brookville, Ohio, in 1879, to Lewis Finney, who was born in Warren county,
Ohio, March 20, 1848, and who passed away oil' February 9, 1910. Lewis
Finney was a son of Patrick and Margaret (Nolder) Finney, the former
a native of Ireland and the latter of Ohio. Lewis Finney was a shoemaker
by trade, having learned this trade prior to 1875. He was reared in the
town of Morrow, Ohio, his father having been a boot and shoe maker, who
learned his trade in Philadelphia after coming from Ireland. In 1861 Lewis
Finney came to this county, locating at Lewisburg, where he started a boot
and shoe store. He began on a small scale but built the business up gradually and acquired an extensive trade in shoes and boots. At the time of his
death, he owned several business blocks in Lewisburg and farm land in
Harrison township, this county.
Mr. Finney at one time belonged to the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. At the time of his death he was president of the Preble County
Horse Thief Detective Association. He was a prosperous, enterprising
citizen and upright in all of his business dealings.
Mrs. Finney now owns three hundred and forty-six acres of highly
productive and fertile land in Preble county. Besides this extensive interest
in farm property, Mrs. Finney also owns many city lots in Dayton and
Lewisburg, Ohio. She is a heavy stockholder in the Lewisburg Electric
Light Company and gives to all of her business interests her personal attention.
Although not a member of any church, Mrs. Finney contributes cheerfully to all denominations and institutions. She is considered as a free
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thinker and freely recognizes the good done by all religious denominations.
In this respect she is nobly carrying on the work of her departed husband.
Air. and Mrs. Finney were the parents of one daughter, Airs. Josephine
Markey, who was graduated from the Lewisburg high school and who also
attended the music school at Ohio Northern University at Ada, Ohio. Mrs.
A'larkey is a talented musician and popular in a wide circle.
It is a pleasure to the biographer of this volume to present the life story
of a woman who is so prominently identified with all of the public movements in Harrison township, a woman who is known far and wide for her
unselfish character and her many good works. Mrs. Finney is one of those
women who are eminently entitled to representation in a volume which contains the life stories of the leading men and women of Preble county.

ALLEN GARBER.
In the anxious and laborious struggle for an honorable competency and
a substantial career on the part of the average farmer, fighting the everyday
battles of life, there is little to attract the idle reader in search of a sensational chapter. There are noble and moral lessons in the lives of the man,
who without other means than a clear mind, a strong arm and a true heart,
wins fortune and gains not only a temporary reward for his toil but also that
which is better and higher, the respect and confidence of those with whom
his sphere of active life has placed him in contact. Such a man is Allen
Garber, a retired farmer of Harrison township, Preble county, Ohio.
Allen Garber was born on February 6, 1838, in Alontgomery county,
Ohio, the son of Jonathan and Katherine (Rife) Garber, who were the parents of seventeen children, Calvin B., born on December 18, 1836, died in
infancy; Allen, the subject of this sketch; Airs. Sarah Comer, born on October 19, 1839, deceased; Mrs. Nancy Miller, born on December 10, 1840, deceased; Mrs. Hannah Kimmel, born on April 4, 1842, deceased; Daniel B.,
born on Alay 12, 1843, n o w living in Darke county, Ohio; Jacob B., born on
June 23, 1844, living in Auburn, Illinois; Airs. Alary Bowman, born on Alarch
28, 1846, deceased; Elizabeth B., born on January 1, 1848, now living on
the home place; Catherine, born on April 30, 1849, also living on the home
place; Mrs. Hetty Miller, born on July 14, 1850, now living in Jefferson
township; Mrs. Barbara Miller, born on September 27, 1851, now living in
Monroe township; Mrs. Rachel Kuhns, born on April 30, 1854, now living in
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Montgomery county; Jonathan, born on February 17, 1856, now living in
Montgomery county; Samuel, born on April 25, 1858, now living in Montgomery county; George, born on January 6, i860, also living in Montgomery
county, and Ruth, born on November 24, 1861, deceased. George, Elizabeth
and Catherine own the home farm where the three live together.
Jonathan Garber was born in 1814 in Rockingham county, Virginia.
He was a shoemaker by trade, having learned this trade in Virginia. He
came to Ohio in an early day, locating in Montgomery county, where he engaged in farming, and where he spent the remainder of his life, his deatli
occurring in 1890. His wife was born in 1815 in Rockingham county,
Virginia and died in 1874.
Allen Garber was devoted to the farm from the time he was old enough
to do odd chores. He attended the district schools of Montgomery county
but was compelled to work most of the time and it was not possible for him
to obtain a very liberal education. He came to Preble county, Ohio, October 27, 1867, and began farming his father's land. He rented for a time
and then purchased one hundred and five acres. Mr. Garber now owns two
hundred and ten acres in Harrison township, comprising a well-improved
farm. During the period of his active career he was an extensive breeder
of Holstein cattle and made many exhibits at Darke and Preble county fairs.
At one time he was engaged in the implement business at West Sonora and
sold the first wheat binder that came into Preble county. Mr. Garber has
lately moved to his. modern home situated on ten acres of land in section 22
of Harrison township and here he will spend the remaining days of his life,
surrounded by all of the comforts which his early toil has won.
Allen Garber has been married twice, the first time, in 1867, to Katherine
Kimmel, who was born in Alontgomery county, Ohio, and who died in 1871.
Two children were born to this union, both of whom died in infancy. Mr.
Garber married, secondly, in 1876, Adeline I. Hapner, who was born on
March 1, 1845, l n Warren county, Ohio, and who was the daughter of
Morgan AI. and Minerva (Snorf) Hapner, the former of whom was born,
November 12, 1818, in Preble county, and died on August 15, 1851, and the
latter of whom was born on Alay 9, 1823, in Warren county and died on
January 22, 1906.
To Allen and Adeline (Hapner) Garber, five children have been born, as
follows: Lee R., of Indianapolis, Indiana: Alpharati, who lives at home;
Virgil, of Harrison township; Mrs. Nina Hecathorne, of Eaton, Ohio, and
Airs. Vina Rider, who lives on the home place.
Mr. Garber is a Democrat and at one time was trustee of Harrison town-
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ship, a position which he filled with credit to himself and to the people who
elected him to this position. He is an active member of the agricultural
board and is recognized as a man familiar with all the "ins and outs" of
farming, his advice frequently being sought by young farmers of the present
generation. He is highly respected and honored by all the citizens of the
locality wherein he resides.

HARRY H. FLORY.
Splendid achievements always excite admiration. Alen of large deeds
are the men the world delights to honor. Ours is an age representing the
greatest progress in all lines of material activity. The man of initiative is
the one who forges to the front. Among the well known citizens of Preble
county, Ohio, and among those who have been prominent in many lines of
activity, a place of priority must be accorded to Harry H. Flory, of Harrison
township. Fie is, in the fullest sense of the term, a progressive, self-made
American, thoroughly in harmony with the spirit of the advanced age in
which he lives, conducting his farming and business matters as carefully and
as systematically, as do those at the head of great industrial enterprises in
the city. In all of his career he has displayed an aptitude for successful
management. He has not permitted the accumulation of a competence to
affect in any way his actions toward those less fortunate than himself and is
a most sympathetic and broad-minded man, in consequence of which he has a
host of warm and admiring friends.
Harrv H. Flory. the son of James A. and the grandson of Henry Flory,
was born. February 15, 1877, in Lewisburg. Ohio. In Alarch, 1877. his
father moved out along the county line, three and one-half miles northeast of
Lewisburg, to a place known as the Adam House estate. At this time the
country was mostly wooded. James A. Flory cleared his farm and for many
Years afterwards was engaged in the nursery business, making a specialty of
small fruits. There he reared his family of five children, Harry. Pearl,
John. Charles and Alay.
In 1872 James A. Flory married Alargaret Brock, a member of one of
the pioneer families of Darke county. ATargaret Brock had been put into
the hands of strangers near Aliddletown when a little girl on account of the
death of her mother, who left a family of eleven children. When she had
reached maturity she came to Preble county, locating at Lewisburg. where
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she worked for John Snyder, a hotel keeper, until her marriage. The entire
Brock family became well known for their family reunions and the longevity
of the members of the family. The youngest of the family of eleven children was fifty-five before there was a break in the family. Daniel, who was
the first to die, passed away in January, 1915.
James A. Flory served four years as a Union soldier in the Civil War
and wrote a history of Sherman's march to the sea. He and his wife are
now retired from the farm and live in Dayton, where they will spend their
declining days. The sons are known for miles around for their gigantic size
and the part they have taken in building up the community. They are well
scattered in this country. Pearl is engaged in business in Cleveland; Charles
lives in Chicago; John in Dayton and Harry on the old home farm. These
sons and the daughter have made it possible for their father and mother to
see some of the wonders of the world, in fact, the entire family has traveled
widely, seeing the best things the world has to offer.
Harry H. Flory married Jennie Furry, the daughter of Martin Furry,
who lives near Johnsville, Ohio. To this union there was born one child,
Isabella, who died on August 11, 1903.
Harry H. Flory has been popular for many years as a public speaker and
campaign orator and debater. He is a temperance speaker of rare force and
eloquence and has become famous throughout eastern Ohio as one who
speaks straight from the shoulder and tells plain truths in a forceful way.
He possesses an extensive library and has been a student from the time he was
seven years old. He still puts in a great deal of time in his library. He is
an extensive contributor to magazines and farm papers and is the author of
"Little Brown's Pioneer History."
Air. Flory has been a farmer since leaving the law office of Charles W.
Finch in Dayton in 1902? He is a man who follows strictly scientific principles on the farm and has been engaged in the general stock raising business
for the past twelve years. During this period he has raised and sold more
hogs than any other man in Harrison township. Air. Flory is rated as one
of the foremost citizens of Preble county. He is a power in Preble county
and a booster in all things. He and his good wife believe in following in the
footsteps of the Master and are devoutly religious in all of their thoughts and
actions. They believe in the efficacy of prayer and that there is a Supreme
Being who will answer the supplication of His faithful servants on this earth.
No history of Preble county would be complete that did not contain the
life story of Harry H. Flory and his wife.
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WILLIAM A. CORWIN.
Among the representative farmers of Preble county is the subject of this
sketch, who owns a splendid farm in Harrison township. Mr. Corwin is
carrying on various phases of farm industry with discretion and energy and
is sure to find definite success. He has always been a hard worker, a good
manager and a man of economical habits. Being fortunately situated in a
thriving farming community, it is no wonder that he stands today in the
front ranks of the agriculturists of this favored locality.
William A. Corwin, a tobacco grower and farmer, was born, Alarch I,
1849, on the farm he now owns. He is the son of James and Malinda
(Grisson) Corwin, to whom four children were born, as follows: Cortland,
who lived man)' years at Eaton and died at Dayton, Ohio, in 1909, was exsheriff and a farmer, merchant and hotel keeper; Mrs. Elizabeth Arnold, who
lives in Alonroe township; William A., the subject of this sketch; and Airs.
Alargaret Housman, of Harrison township.
James Corwin was born on October 10, 1816, in Warren county, Ohio,
and in 1826, came with his parents to Preble county, where he farmed until
his death, which occurred in 1888. He was the son of Alathias and Alargaret
(Snorf) Corwin, who were of English descent and who came to Ohio from
Kentucky. James Corwin's wife, who was Malinda Grisson before her marriage, was born December 19, 1814, in Virginia and died in Harrison township, this county, in 1889.
William A. Corwin was reared on the farm where he now lives and remained with his father until he had reached his majority. He then rented
land and began farming for himself. After renting for several years, he
purchased the old homeplace and has made improvements costing in the
neighborhood of twelve thousand dollars. He has a large, modern home
and other buildings to correspond, located close to the Pennsylvania railroad
line. He has eighty-five acres of well-improved land, eight acres of which
is in natural timber. Mr. Corwin for years has grown tobacco and has invariably received the top price for his product. He keeps good grades of
cattle, horses and hogs and they have proved very profitable to him.
On October 8, 1874, William A. Corwin was married to Amanda Fetters, who was born on December 22, 1851, in Montgomery county, Ohio, the
daughter of Solomon and Katherine (Williams) Fetters, both of whom were
natives of Ohio. To this union four children were born, Wade, who is a
farmer in Harrison township; Mrs. Mazy Siler, who lives in Alonroe town-
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ship, Preble county; Raymond C, who lives in Dayton, Ohio, and Mrs. Nolah
Fitzwater, who lives with Mr. and Airs. Corwin.
Air. Corwin has always been interested in the educational affairs of his
township and has been a conspicuous member of the school board. He also
has been interested in good roads and lately has been a supervisor of a road
district in Harrison township. Air. Corwin is an ardent Republican and he
and his family are members of the Christian church, in the affairs of which
denomination they take an active interest. Fraternally, Air. Corwin is a
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

JOHN WH1PP.
Self-assertion is believed by many people to be absolutely necessary to
success in life. There are good reasons for the entertainment of such belief.
The honest man very rarely gets what is due him, the selfish and restive man
elbows his way to the front, taking all that is in sight, until it sometimes
seems that modesty is a sin, with self-denial the penalty. There are, however, exceptions to all rules and it is a matter greatly to be regretted that
the exceptions to the rule are not more numerous. One notable exception is
John Whipp, a prominent auctioneer of Preble county, Ohio, who lives at
Lewisburg. John Whipp is a man who is possessed of sufficient modesty to
be a gentleman at all times and yet sufficient persistency to win in the business
world. As a result of these happily-blended qualities, Mr. Whipp has won a
host of friends in Preble and adjoining counties where he is well known
to all classes as a man of influence, integrity and business judgment. He is
particularly well known because of his vocation.
John Whipp was born on July 29, 1849, ' n Warren county, Ohio, the
son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Brelsford) Whipp, to whom fourteen children
were born, four girls and ten boys. Four of the family are deceased.
Daniel Whipp was born in Pennsylvania, in 1822. He came with his
parents to Ohio, locating in Warren county, where he remained and farmed
until 1858, in which year he moved to Montgomery county, where he farmed
for six years and then retired, moving to Covington, Ohio, where he died in
1877. Mrs. Daniel Whipp, the mother of John Whipp, was bom about 1823
in Warren county, Ohio, and died in 1895.
John Whipp was reared on the farm and in the early days was compelled to work hard at home, in consequence of which he received very little
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education. He was married when he was about twenty-one years old and
for a time thereafter rented land in different localities. Finally he purchased
thirty-one acres in Twin township, this county, which he farmed until 1909,
in which year he moved to Lewisburg, where he had property and in 1895
began crying farm sales. He is now well known throughout Darke, Montgomery and Preble counties, Ohio, as a successful auctioneer. Air. Whipp
has cried from sixty-five to eighty sales in a single season. '
In 1873, John Whipp was married to Mary Ellen Snyder, who was born
on February 23, 1851, in Alontgomery county, Ohio, the daughter of James
and Elizabeth (Shank) Snyder, natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio, respectively. To this union four children have been born, Jesse, who lives at
Lewisburg, Ohio; Airs. Gertrude Wigger, of Harrison township; Airs. Katherine Bierly, also of Harrison township; and Edward, deceased, who was
the second child born to his parents.
Politically, Mr. Whipp is a Republican. He is a member of the Reformed church and he and his wife are prominent in the local affairs of this
church. No history of Preble county would be complete that did not contain
the life story of John Whipp, the well-known auctioneer.

WILLIAM TONEY.
Alen who have been fortunate in their struggle for wealth and affluence
and who are the pride of the community made notable for their success are
always the leaders of agriculture and business. Among the retired farmers
of Preble county few have attained a larger measure of success than William Toney, of Eaton. In this century, when every modern device for farming is obtainable and when success depends for a large part on the wise management of the farmer, it is hard for us to realize the handicaps of the farmers of the last century, when farming implements were so crude and so much
depended on manual labor. Despite all handicaps, privations and hardships,
some farmers made a wonderful success and one of these farmers is William
Toney.
William Toney was born in Dixon township, Preble county, Ohio, July
15, 1838, the son of Herman and Fannie (Kingery) Toney, natives of Virginia and Indiana, respectively, who were the parents of six children: William ; Carey, of Dixon township; Jonathan, deceased; James, of Dixon township, and two who died young. The father of William Toney was a small
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boy when he was brought by his parents from Virginia to Preble county,
and he grew to manhood in the latter county. He was always a farmer in
Dixon township.
Herman Toney started in for himself in early manhood on one hundred
and sixty acres of land, which he improved and where he reared his family.
He added to this farm until he at one time owned seven hundred and twenty
acres. He lived to the age of eighty-seven, and his wife died at the age of
forty years. They both belonged to the German Baptist church.
The paternal grandparents of William Toney were Carey and Elizabeth
Toney, natives of Virginia and pioneer settlers of Preble county, Ohio, where
they were farmers. They died in Preble county, he at the remarkable age of
one hundred and four and she at the age of one hundred and three. To
them were born eight children: William, Archibald, Jesse. Squire, Harmon,
James, Jonathan and Fannie. Carey Toney was a soldier in the War of 1812.
The maternal grandparents of William Toney were Jacob and Barbara
Kingery, early settlers in Union county, Indiana, where they died. Their
children were Balsar, Samuel and Fannie.
William Toney was reared on his father's farm in Preble county and
attended the district schools. He lived at home until grown and then began
farming one of his father's farms of one hundred and sixty acres, which his
father afterward deeded to him. He lived on this farm until he moved to
Eaton in 1910. He bought another tract of one hundred and sixty acres,
another of one hundred and twenty and one of eighty. He gave one hundred
and twenty acres to his son, Andrew H., who now resides in Eaton, Ohio.
On December 29, 1859, William Toney was married to Elizabeth Witt,
the daughter of Andrew and Eleanor (Swafford) Witt, to which union three
children were born, Andrew H., Orla L. and Alinta Alice. Andrew H. is a
farmer in Dixon township. He married Ida Flora and they have six children:
Grace, Ellen, Ambrose, Ansel, Earl and Ezra. Of these children, Grace
married Richard Parker and has two children, Dearl and Andrew. Ellen
married Emmett Druley and has three children, Olive, Elbert and Verl. Ambrose married Allie Hart and they have one son, Kendrick, and one daughter,
Louise. Ansel married Stella Dunlap and has two children, Ivan Dunlap
and Elvin Owen. Earl married Ethel Dunlap and has one daughter, Janet.
Orla L., the second child of William Toney, died at the age of twenty-one,
nine days after his marriage to Cora Parks. Minta Alice died at the age of
one year eleven months and two days.
Mrs. William TOney was born in Harrison township, Union county,
(39)
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Indiana, July 3, 1842. Her father, Andrew Witt, came from Virginia and
her mother was born in Indiana. They lived nearly all of their married life in
Union county, Indiana. Her father died in 1867 at the age of fifty-six
years and seven months. Her mother died November 13, 1910, at the age
of ninety-six years and seven months. Mr. and Mrs. Witt were the parents
of ten children, the first three dying in infancy and the others being Isaac,
Elizabeth, John, Malinda, Andrew, Lewis and Ross. The paternal grandparents of Mrs. William Toney were John and Elizabeth Witt. They were
the parents of eight children: Sarah, Margaret, Elizabeth, Alary, Andrew,
John, George and Daniel. Her maternal grandparents were Isaac and Sarah
(Armstrong) Swafford. They also reared a large family, including Eleanor,.
Rebecca, Sarah, Elizabeth, Archibald, James and William.
Throughout his life William Toney has been active in the political affairs
of Preble county. He is a Republican and has served as township treasurer,
trustee and as school director, all of which positions he has discharged conscientiously and efficiently, and in-such a manner as to earn the commendation
and approval of the constituents to whom he was responsible. Air. and Airs.
Toney are active and devoted members of the Christian (New Light) church
and contribute loyally to the support of this church.

ANDERSON LYONS.
One of the most enterprising of the present generation of farmers in
Preble county, Ohio, who has believed from the outset of his career that the
wisdom of yesterday is sometimes the folly of today and that, while the
methods of our grandfathers in tilling the soil were all right in their day,
yet in the twentieth century were compelled to adopt new methods, along
different lines. In view of the fact that conditions of climate, soil, etc., have
changed since the days of the pioneers, Anderson Lyons has been a close
observer of modern methods and is a student at all times of whatever pertains to his chosen life work. He has, therefore, met with encouraging success all along the line. Judging from his past record, he will yet achieve
wider and larger success in this favored section, noted for its fine farms and.
skillful farmers.
Anderson Lyons, a well known farmer and stockman of Harrison township, was born on April 26, 1863/in this county, the son of Frederick and1.
Susannah (Link) Lyons, to whom seven children were born. Frederick
Lyons was born on October 3, 1821, in Preble county, and died on September
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12, 1903. H e was a great potato raiser, having at one time the largest crop
ever grown in Preble county. H e was also noted for his large herd of Poland-China hogs. His wife, who, before her marriage, was Susannah Link,
was born on November 15, 1826, in Preble county, and died on September 5,
1910.

Anderson Lyons has always lived on the farm. When a young man he
attended the district schools of his locality and when twenty-two years of
age, he rented land from his father in Darke county. Two years later, when
he was twenty-four years of age, his father gave him one hundred and ten
acres of land in Noble county, Indiana, and Air. Lyons bought thirty acres
more and farmed this for nine years. At the end of this period, he sold out
and returned to Preble county, where he since has purchased one hundred and
eighty-five acres of land in Harrison township. At the very first, he began
making improvements on the farm by replacing the old buildings with new
ones. Among other things, he has erected a thoroughly modern house and
barn, which are a credit to any Preble county farm or any Preble county
farmer. Air. Lyons' house is equipped with steam heat and running water
throughout, both hot and cold, and he uses an acetylene lighting system. He
also has running water in the barn. All of these things Mr. Lyons planned
himself and they are a distinct evidence of his genius as a successful farmer
because everything is designed to fulfill two ends, comfort and utility. Mr.
Lyons has twenty acres of natural timber and has set out a large orchard.
H e has always kept a good grade of stock on his farm. One of the unique
features which may be seen on his farm is a mammoth bull, which Mr. Lyons
uses in the harness along with his horses for plowing and other work. There
is nothing like this to be found in all Preble county.
On November 2, 1884, Anderson Lyons was married to Jane Gantz, who
was born May 31, 1856, not far from Enterprise, in Preble county, Ohio,
a daughter of Samuel and Susannah (Stiver) Gantz, the former of whom
was born in Pennsylvania and the latter in Montgomery county, Ohio. They
were farmers in Preble county and both are now deceased.
T o Anderson and Jane (Gantz) Lyons eight children have been born,
Mrs. Clara Miles, of New Hope. O h i o : Oscar F., of Dennison, T e x a s ; Forrest F., who is at home; Mrs. Theresa Bowers, who lives in Washington
township, Preble county; Leroy I., H a r r y W., Grace and Mary, who are at
home.
Air. Lyons is an independent voter and he and his family are members
of the United Brethren church at West Sonora and are active in the affairs of
that church. Anderson Lyons is well known as an enterprising farmer, a
successful business man and a good neighbor.
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CASPER F. PORMAN.
In the history of Preble county, Ohio, Casper F. Porman occupies a conspicuous place as a farmer. For many years he has been one of the representative farmers of Harrison township, progressive, enterprising and persevering. Such qualities always win success sooner or later, and to Mr. Porman they have brought a satisfactory reward for his well-directed efforts.
While he has benefited himself and the community in a material way, he
has also been an influential factor in the educational, political and moral
uplift of the community favored by his residence.
Casper F. Porman was born in Germany, February 18, 1865, the son of
John F. and Margaret Porman, to whom eight children were born, five in
Germany and three in Preble county, Ohio, as follow: John H., who was
born in Germany, is deceased; Casper F., with whom this narrative deals, is
the second child; Airs. Alary Etzler, who was born in Germany, is now living
in Harrison township, in this county; Detrich F., a farmer in Harrison township, Preble county; Airs. Hannah Huechting, a widow now living in
Euphemia, Ohio; one who died in infancy; John D., of Euphemia, Ohio, and
another who died in infancy.
John H. Porman was born in 1836 in Germany and came to this country
in the spring of 1874, settling in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, where
he worked by the day, raising tobacco for different people. In 1881 he purchased a small farm in Twin township, and farmed there until his death in
February, 1889. Airs. John H. Porman, who, before her marriage, was
Margaret Unger, was born on February 5, 1838, in Germany, and died at her
home in this county, July 12, 1900.
Casper F. Porman attended the district schools of Preble county after
coming here with his parents in 1874, receiving most of his education in the
school at Enterprise. He started to work early in life, working as a farm
hand when only thirteen years of age, giving his money to his parents until he
was seventeen years old. Following this he began working for himself, and
upon the death of his father took charge of the home place. He farmed
this place for four years, and then moved to Twin township, where he rented
land for two years. In 1895 Mr. Porman purchased the old Simmie House
farm of one hundred and sixty acres, and in 1902 he sold a portion of this
farm and purchased twenty-four acres in section 25, of Harrison township,.
and there he has made extensive improvements. This farm is located on the
old National road, and Mr. Porman has built an all-modern house on this
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place, at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars, and in 1901 erected a large and
commodious barn, forty by sixty feet. In 1913 he erected another residence
and barn and outbuildings about as fine and substantial as the one he lives
in as a home for his tenant. In addition to this, Mr. Porman has kept all
his farm buildings, fencing, etc., in a thorough state of repair, and his farm
presents an attractive appearance and reflects credit upon its owner. Mr.
Porman now owns one hundred and nine acres of land that has been built
up by him to a high state of fertility, although when he got it it was so
badly run down as to be of little value. Throughout his career as a farmer
he has kept high-grade live stock at all times, and makes a specialty of small
grain.
In 1901 Casper F. Porman was married to Anna Glander, who was born,
May 28, 1871, in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, a daughter of Detrich and Martha J. (Ryder) Glander, natives of Germany and Ohio, respectively. No children have been born to this union.
Mr. Porman is a Democrat, but with the exception of serving a term as
land assessor of Harrison township, which office he held in 1900, he has never
been particularly active in political affairs. Mr. Porman is a member of
the Evangelical Lutheran church and his good wife belongs to the Reformed
church and both have been active in the church and Sunday school. Fraternally, Mr. Porman is an active member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. Casper Porman is a representative farmer, influential and respected citizen, who possesses, in a large degree, the confidence and esteem
of his neighbors.

HENRY HINEA.
Self-assertion is believed by many people to be absolutely necessary to
success in life. There are good reasons for entertaining this belief. The
modest man very rarely gets what is due him. The selfish, aggressive man
elbows his way to the front, takes all that is in sight and it sometimes seems
that modesty is a sin and self-denial is the penalty. Henry Hinea, a wellknown farmer and stock man of Harrison township, Preble county, Ohio, is
a worthy exception to this rule. Mr. Hinea is a modest man in every respect but he has possessed sufficient self-assertion to win the battles of life
and he also has a host of friends in Lewisburg and vicinity, where he is
well known to all classes as a man of influence, integrity and business ability.
Mr. Hinea is a native of the township in which he lives and the confidence of
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which he is now possessed has been won by his own efforts, he having been
almost wholly unaided in attaining his ambitions and ideals.
Henry Hinea was born on February 15, 1868, in Harrison township,
the son of Calvin and Barbara (Studebaker) Hinea, who were the parents
of nine children, all of whom are living save one, as follow: Mrs. Emma
Colvill, of Dayton, Ohio; Henry, the subject of this sketch; Charles, of
Dayton, Ohio; Airs. Lula Arnold and Airs. Mollie Hoffman, both of Dayton, Ohio; Airs. Alamie Hoffman, of Harrison township; Airs. Jennie Cassel, of Columbus, Ohio; Harvey (deceased), and Vernie, of Duluth, Alinnesota.
Calvin Hinea, the father of Henry Hinea, was born on July 29, 1843,
in Maryland, and was reared on a farm there. In 1851 he came to Preble
county, and purchased a farm in Harrison township. After farming in
Harrison township for a few years, he returned to Maryland to his old home
and continued to live there until 1882, when he returned to Preble county
and farmed until his retirement in 1890, his death occurring two years later.
His wife, who was Barbara Studebaker before her marriage, was born on
May 27, 1845, ' n Harrison township, Preble county, the daughter of David
and Rachel (Alills) Studebaker, both natives of Pennsylvania. She died
on November 4, 1914.
Henry Hinea, the subject of this sketch, has been a farmer almost all
his life. His education was confined to the district schools of his neighborhood and upon leaving school, he began working as a farm hand, in which
capacity, from 1887 until 1890, he worked for different persons. In the
latter year, he rented land and began farming for himself. He farmed until 1906 when he moved to Dayton, Ohio, and there was employed as an
electric motorman and conductor for one year. In the meantime, however,
he had purchased sixty acres of land, the farm which he now owns in Harrison township. He remained in Dayton until 1908 when he moved to the
farm he now owns. He has a well-improved place in Harrison township
and is an extensive breeder of Duroc-Jersey hogs. He raises about one
hundred and twenty-five head every year for the market, and has found
hogs to be a very profitable investment.
In 1901, Mr. Hinea was married to Ida Brown, who was born on May
6, 1865, in Harrison township, Preble county, the daughter of Michael and
Elmira (Dinwiddie) Brown, a sketch of whose life history and ancestry is
presented elsewhere in this volume. To this union three children have been
born, Grace, Frieda and Ozro, all of whom are living at home.
Mr. Hinea is a Democrat and in recent years has been able to give some
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of his time to political affairs, in which he is naturally interested. In 1913
he was elected township trustee which office he still holds and in which he
is proving to be a very efficient and successful public official. Fraternally
Air. Hinea is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the Loyal Order of
Aloose. In every way, Air. Hinea merits the respect and confidence which
have been bestowed upon him by his fellow citizens.

DAVID GEBHART.
With rare satisfaction the biographer refers here to the life of David
Gebhart, who has attained success as a farmer and stockman in Harrison
township, Preble county, Ohio. In such a life, whether it be one of calm,
consecutive endeavor or of sudden meteoric accomplishment, must be found
valuable lessons, an incentive and a guide to young men whose fortunes and
destinies are still matters for the future to determine. David Gebhart is
distinctively one of the representative farmers of Preble county. For a
number of years he has directed his efforts toward a successful career. By
patience and well-doing he has overcome many obstacles with which his
pathway was beset and today is considered one of the foremost farmers of
the county.
David Gebhart was born on December 12, 1841, in Harrison township,
Preble county, Ohio, the son of David and Margaret (Pence) Gebhart,
who were the parents of five children, Mrs. Mary Ann McGriff, deceased;
William, deceased; Mrs. Maria Wilson, of Darke county, Ohio; George, a
retired farmer of West Sonora, Ohio; and David, who is the youngest.
David Gebhart, Sr., was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, but the
date of his birth is unknown. He died in 1841 a short time before David,
Jr., was born. Mrs. David Gebhart, Sr., who, before her marriage, was
Alargaret Pence, was born in Virginia and died in Harrison township, this
county, in 1868;
David Gebhart, Jr., was reared on the farm and received a very meager
education in the district schools of Harrison township. He remained on
the home place until his mother's death in 1868, after which the land was
divided among the children. David Gebhart,, Jr., now owns one hundred
and eighteen acres of well-improved land which includes about six acres of
natural timber. He always has kept a high grade of stock and has been a
very hard worker. In 1887 Mr. Gebhart purchased his present farm, which
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is located in section 5, of Harrison township, and is known as the "Sunnymead Farm."
Mr. Gebhart was married in 1877, to Jennie Wolf, who was born on
September 11, 1857, in Preble county, the daughter of Jacob and Christina
(Paullus) Wolf, natives of the same county. Jacob Wolf was born in 1830
and was a carpenter and farmer of Preble county. He died in 1889. His
wife was born on August II, 1829, and is now living at Union City, Indiana. To Mr. and Mrs. David Gebhart, five children have been born:
Earl, a well-known farmer of Preble county; John, a telegrapher who lives
in Idaho; Mrs. Opal Corwin, of Darke county, Ohio; Margaret, born September 5, 1893, who is now living with her parents on the home place; and
Otto, the second child, who died at the age of nine years.
Mr. Gebhart is a Democrat, but has never been particularly active in
the councils of his party. He is well known as a frugal, industrious farmer
with splendid personal habits and a man who enjoys the esteem and confidence of his neighbors.

DANIEL STUDEBAKER.
Farming, to which the life of Daniel Studebaker, a well known farmer
and stock man of Harrison township, has been devoted, is the oldest pursuit in the livelihood of mankind and the one in which man will ever be the
most independent. Mr. Studebaker and his family have long been connected with the general growth of Preble county. While primarily attending to his own various personal interests, his life has been largely devoted to
the service of his fellowmen and he has been untiring in his efforts to inspire
a proper respect for law and order and has been ready at all times to uplift
humanity along civic and social lines.
Daniel Studebaker was born on September 5, 1849, hi Montgomery
county, Ohio, the son of Jacob and Catherine (Lock) Studebaker, to whom
fifteen children were born, whose progeny, in the third generation, now
number two hundred and thirty-five, fifteen children, eighty grandchildren
and one hundred and forty great-grandchildren, as follow: Mrs. Amanda
Loeke (deceased), who was born on February 20, 1831, had three children
and two grandchildren; David B., who was born on February 20, 1833, and
died, May 31, 1893, n a ^ eleven children and eight grandchildren; Mrs.
Charlotte Via, born on December 15, 1835, who is now living in this county,
ten children and twenty-one grandchildren; Jeremiah, born on December 15,
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1836, now living in Illinois, three children and five grandchildren; Jesse,
born on November 7, 1838, <lied March 4, 1913, twelve children and twentytwo grandchildren; Mrs. Elizabeth Rumbaugh, born on April 21, 1840, now
living at Euphemia, Ohio; Mrs. Margaret Shidebaker (deceased), born on
May 28, 1842; Henry, born on October 21, 1843, w n o n o w hves at Streator,
Illinois, five children and twenty-two grandchildren; Joseph A., born on
December 19, 1845, w n o n o w H v e s at Anderson, Indiana, one child and two
grandchildren; William, born on November 10, 1847, w n o n o w l' v e s a t Logan, Iowa, two children and two grandchildren; Daniel, the subject of this
sketch, two children and ten grandchildren; Jacob, born on November 16,
1851, who now lives in La Salle county, Illinois, six children and twenty
grandchildren; Benjamin F., born on July 21, 1854, who also lives in La
Salle county, Illinois, eight children and sixteen grandchildren; Monroe,
born on February 23, 1856, who now lives in Darke county, Ohio, nine
children and one grandchild, and Mrs. Sarah Miller, born on July II, 1859,
who now lives in Euphemia, Ohio, eight children and nine grandchildren.
Jacob Studebaker, the father of these children, was born in Franklin
county, Pennsylvania, July 11, 1808, the son of Peter and Barbara Studebaker, the former of whom died on January 13, 1841, at the age of sixtysix years, seven months and two days, and the latter of whom died on December 8, 1840, at the age of fifty-seven years, two months and two days.
Jacob Studebaker married Catherine Lock, who was born in Frederick
county, Maryland, October 16, 1816, the daughter of Philip and Elizabeth
(Wolf) Lock, the former of whom was born on December 26, 1791, and died
on December 19, 1829. Following his marriage Jacob Studebaker came to
Preble county and engaged in farming and carpenter work, spending the
rest of his life in this county, becoming one of the most influential men in
his community. His death occurred on November 1, 1872, his widow surviving him more than ten years, her-death occurring on October 11, 1885.
Daniel Studebaker was reared on his father's farm and attended the
district schools of Harrison township. He remained on the home place all
of his life and farmed for his mother after his father's death. At the death
of his mother, he purchased from the estate eighty acres of land and now
owns ninety-five acres of well-improved land. Mr. Studebaker has built
three dwellings upon the farm for his children who are married. He has
made many other improvements. He has always kept a high grade of live
stock and has specialized in Poland-China hogs. He owns four acres of
natural timber and has a young orchard, comprising three acres.
Mr. Studebaker was married November 6, 1872, to Irene Sink, who
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was born on October 19, 1844, in Virginia, the daughter of John and Katherine (Leprad) Sink, both natives of Virginia and both now deceased. To
this union two sons were born, Wilbert, who is farming the home place; and
Jasper A., who is a farmer in Harrison township.
Politically, Air. Studebaker is a Democrat but has never been especially
active in political affairs, although he has served the people of his township as road supervisor. He and his family are members of the Christian
church.

JOHN GANGWER.
Among the prosperous farmers of Harrison township, Preble county,
Ohio, who have a comfortable home and who are surrounded by all the
comforts of life, few have attained a higher degree of success than John
Gangwer. Air. Gangwer is a man of tireless energy and rare courage. He
is an able and conscientious worker and in his life has overcome many difficulties. As a citizen he is public-spirited and enterprising to an unwonted
degree. As a friend and neighbor he has combined those qualities of head
and heart which have won confidence and commanded respect. His life
is a splendid example of what an American youth, endowed with common
sense, energy and determination, can accomplish when accompanied with
good moral principles. From any point of view John Gangwer must be
considered a successful man.
John Gangwer was born on June 19, 1844, in Harrison township, this
county, a son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Lyons) Gangwer, who were the
parents of three children: Mrs. Susan Ott, deceased; John Gangwer, the
immediate subject of this sketch, and Airs. Amanda Lock, a widow living
in this county.
Samuel Gangwer was born in Rockingham county, Virginia, on Alay
8, 1807, and died on October 3, 1887. He was a cooper by trade and in
1837 came to Preble county, working at his trade here for two years. He
then conducted a saw mill on Price's creek for a few years, after which he
engaged in farming until 1867, in which year he retired. Samuel Gangwer
owned at one time the farm now owned by his son. It was purchased from
fhe government on October 25, 1813, by Frederick Black, the maternal
great-grandfather of John Gangwer, and has been handed down from generation to generation. Mrs. Elizabeth (Lyons) Gangwer was born on May
20, 1827, in Rockingham county, Virginia, and came to Preble county, Ohio,
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with her parents, who settled on a farm in section 19, of Harrison township. She died in 1862.
John Gangwer attended the district schools of Twin township, and
when thirteen years of age, removed with his parents to the farm where he
now resides. During the Civil War Air. Gangwer performed service in the
volunteer organization called out by Governor Todd, which familiarly was
known throughout the state as "Squirrel Hunters," the members of which
armed themselves, many with squirrel guns, and reported for duty at Cincinnati, from which point they were sent in pursuit of Morgan and his
raiders.
Air Gangwer purchased the farm on which he resides in 1881, and has
made many improvements the aggregate cost of which has been in the neighborhood of twelve thousand dollars. He now owns one hundred and eightythree acres of land, fifty acres of which is in natural timber. Air. Gangwer always has kept a high grade of live stock, and has been a hard worker
and successful farmer. Though living retired, and has been for the past
eight years, he still takes an active interest in the welfare of the county and
is a heavy stockholder in the Savings & Loan Company, of Richmond,
Indiana.
On August 2, 1888, John Gangwer was married to Alatilda Ott, who
was born on February 3, 1851, in Harrison township, Preble county, Ohio,
a daughter of John and Barbara (Link) Ott, natives of this county. To
this union nine children were born, but none of them are now living, all but
Alary, Elenora, Sarah J. and William, dying in infancy.
Air. Gangwer is an ardent Democrat, and for many years has taken an
active interest in the affairs of his party in his community. He served as
township trustee for one term, discharging the duties of this office in a
highly creditable manner. He and his wife are members of the Evangelical Lutheran church.

FRANCIS VAN AUSDAL.
There is no occupation which gives a man the same degree of independence, or which brings him closer to nature than farming. In pioneer
times farming was very much of a drudgery, but with all the modern improvements and inventions the farmer is relieved of much of the hard work
which was the portion of his forefathers. Aloreover, farming has risen in
dignity until now it is often referred to as a profession. Fifty years ago
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the science of agriculture was in its infancy, and it was not then thought
necessary for the farmer to take a college course. Today our colleges are
teaching agriculture as a science, and are turning out thousands of young
men well trained in scientific methods. Good roads are threading every portion of our state, and the interurban railway and the automobile keep the
farmer in close touch, not only with his neighbors, but with life in the city
as well. The farmers of Preble county are equal in every respect to the
farmers in any other county in the state, and among the enterprising and
progressive farmers of Preble county, there is none who stand higher in
the esteem of his neighbors than does Francis Van Ausdal, of Harrison
township.
Francis Van Ausdal was born on Alay 17, 1882, in Twin township,
Preble county, Ohio, a son of Francis X. and Adeline (Long) Van Ausdal,
who were the parents of five children: Mrs. Ida Call, of Preble county;
Charles, of Eaton; Francis, with whom this narrative deals; Airs. Mata
Heeter, of Lewisburg, and Virgil, of Eaton.
Francis Van Ausdal was born in 1848 in Twin township, in this
county. He is now a retired farmer of the county. His parents were James
and Martha (Kitson) Van Ausdal, natives of Pennsylvania and England,
respectively. The Van Ausdals were early settlers of Preble county. Mrs.
Van Ausdal was born in Germany in 1853, coming to this country at the
age of seventeen, and is now living at Lewisburg.
Francis Van Ausdal was reared on his father's farm in this county, attending the district schools of his home township, and afterwards was a
student for a time of the Eaton Normal School. When he was eighteen
years of age he started to teach school and taught in the district schools of
Twin and Gasper townships for six years. He then took up farming, renting land of different persons until 1912, in which year he purchased one
hundred and five acres in section 16, Harrison township. Mr. Van Ausdal
has twelve acres of natural timber on his farm. He is an extensive breeder
of thoroughbred Percheron horses, and has met with marked success in his
efforts, being enterprising and prosperous, and unless all signs go wrong,
will shortly be one of the most extensive farmers of Preble county, Ohio.
Francis Van Ausdal was married in 1906, to Cora Singer, who was
born on September 19, 1885, in Harrison township, a daughter of Frank
and Mellie (Brown) Singer, both of whom also are natives of this county,
and are now living on their farm in Harrison township. To Mr. and Mrs.
Van Ausdal three children have been born, Kenneth, Loran and Gerald.
. Mr. Van Ausdal is a stanch adherent of the Democratic party, but has
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never held office, and has never aspired to public office, preferring to devote
his time and energies to his own personal affairs. Fie and his wife are devout members of the Alethodist Episcopal church, and are active in the work
of the church and Sunday school. Air. Van Ausdal has made a splendid
start in life, being respected by his neighbors, and has a legion of friends in
Harrison township, who are keenly interested in his welfare.

EDWIN T. PAUL.
It is interesting to note from the beginning the growth and development of a community, to note the lines along which progress has been made,
and to take cognizance of those whose industry and leadership in the work
of advancement has rendered possible the present prosperity of the locality
under consideration. Edwin T. Paul is one of the strong and sturdy individuals who have contributed largely to the material welfare of Lewisburg
and Harrison township, Preble county, Ohio. He is an up-to-date business
man, a public-spirited citizen and progressive in all that the name implies.
Edwin T. Paul, the president and manager of the stone quarries, located at Lewisburg, Ohio, was born December 10, 1876, at Ottawa, Putnam
county, Ohio. He is a son of Alva L. and Gertrude (Paul) Paul, to whom
two children were born, of whom Edwin T. is the elder. The other child
is Gertrude, who married Frank Wilson and resides in Ottawa, Ohio.
Alva L. Paul was born at Royalton, Ohio, September 6, 1848, and died
in Ottawa in 1911. He attended Long Island Medical College at Brooklyn,
New York, from which institution he was graduated in 1874. He then
came to Ottawa, Ohio, and began the practice of his profession in partnership with his father-in-law, Truman E. Paul. Three years later he began
the practice of medicine on his own account, continuing in the active practice at Ottawa until his death. Dr. Alva Paul was a son of Dr. Alva and
Abbigal (Bigelow) Paul, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch having also been a physician. He was born in 1808 and died in 1875. His
wife was born in 1817, and died during the sixties. Airs. Gertrude (Paul)
Paul, the mother of Edwin T., was born at Gilboa, Putnam county, Ohio,
September 18, 1849, a n d s n e n o w makes her home alternately with her son,
Edwin T., and with her daughter at Ottawa, Ohio. Her parents were Truman and Alary Jane (Britton) Paul, the former of whom was a native of
Ohio, born in the old Indian fort, Fort Milan, in 1822. Truman Paul was a
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physician at Gilboa, Ohio, till 1874, when he removed to Ottawa, where he
remained until his death in 1901. His wife was born at Xenia, Ohio, in
1824, and died at Gilboa in 1874. Dr. Truman E. Paul will long be held
in grateful remembrance at Gilboa for his heroic services there during the
cholera scourge in 1852.
Edwin T. Paul attended the public schools of Ottawa, Ohio, and later
took a scientific and musical course at Findlay College. Findlay, Ohio. When
he had reached his majority he started a clothing store at Ottawa, Ohio, and
remained in this business for one year, at the end of which time he sold out
and speculated in various enterprises for a time, traveling a good deal in
the south and southwestern states. He had extensive business interests in
these sections. In 1905 Air. Paul organized a stone crushing plant at Bluffton, Ohio. Four years later he came to this county, locating at Lewisburg,
where he purchased, in partnership with three other men, the two quarries
at that place. He is now president, manager and a heavy stockholder in
these enterprises. Air. Paul is heavily interested in.other quarries located
at various places, and is also the owner of farm real estate and other property in different parts of the state. He has built a beautiful modern home at
a cost of something over five thousand dollars in the northeast part of
Lewisburg.
In 1907, Edwin T. Paul was married to Alary Althaus, who was born
April 17, 1880. at Bluffton, Ohio, a daughter of Peter and Christina (Steiner) Althaus. Her father was a manufacturer of sashes and doors and
died in 1905. Her mother is now living at Bluffton, Ohio. Both were natives of Wayne county, Ohio. To Edwin T. and Mary (Althaus) Paul five
children have been born, Christine, Virginia, LeRoy, Eugene and Justin.
Air. Paul is a Republican and is president of the board of public affairs, a position of considerable responsibility, and one which Mr. Paul is
filling with the same efficiency that has marked his career in private business
enterprises. Air. and Mrs. Paul are active members of the Presbyterian
church. Fraternally, Air. Paul is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias,
and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Mr. Paul is one of the hustling, wide-awake business men of Lewisburg and Harrison township, but he is more than this. He is a man who,
since his arrival at Lewisburg, has been a leader in all public enterprises and
who has never hesitated to contribute his time and his money to the support
of worthy movements.
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IRA O. FLORY.
Among the farmers of Preble county, Ohio, who believe in following
twentieth century methods is Ira O. Flory, a prominent farmer and stock
man of Lanier township. He comes from a splendid family, one that has
always been foremost for right living and industrious habits, for education,
for morality, and for all that contributes to the welfare of the great commonwealth of Ohio. Such are welcome in any community, for they are the
people who work their way upward to positions of power and responsibility
in the communities where they live. Ira O. Flory is a man who belongs to
this class of people.
Ira O. Flory was born on Alarch 20, 1871, at Dayton, Ohio, a son of
Henry and Susan (Miller) Flory. Ira O. Flory is one of four children born
to his parents, the others being Josiah, a retired farmer living in Dayton,
Ohio; Mrs. Alary Schoup, of West Alexandria, Ohio, and Daniel, who died
in infancy.
Henry Flory was born on September 4, 1827, in Montgomery county,
Ohio. He was a successful farmer in that county for many years, and died
in 1908. His parents were Abraham and Mary (Vaniman) Flory, both
natives of Pennsylvania. Airs. Henry Flory was born, Alarch 27, 1833,
near Dayton, Ohio, and her death occurred in 1881.
Ira O. Flory was reared on his father's farm, attending the district
schools of his home county, where he made a creditable record and obtained
a good education. Early in life he manifested a mechanical bent, but since
he was the youngest of his father's family, his parents were adverse to his
taking a course in mechanical engineering, which he wished to do. For this
reason he turned his attention to farming, and in 1901 came to Preble
county, Ohio, where he engaged in farming for himself, renting land in
Lanier township from his father-in-law, remaining there for ten years. Subsequently Air. Flory purchased one hundred and fifty-five acres of land in
sections 33 and 34 of Lanier township. He has been especially successful in
raising high-grade live stock, and has always commanded the best prices for
his products. His large profits have enabled him to make substantial improvements to the farm he now owns, and it is considerede one of the very
best farms in Preble county. In fact, Ira Flory is a man who must not only
be considered as a successful farmer, but as a representative citizen of Preble county. While he has been successful in his life's vocation, he has not
neglected matters relating to the commonwealth and has taken a worthy interest in all public enterprises.
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Air.. Flory was married in 1891 to Norah E. Johnson, the accomplished
daughter of Alfred and Alary J. (Trout) Johnson, who was born on May
29, i860, a native of Preble county. To this union two children have been
born. The elder child, Warren, died in infancy. Albert B., the second
child, lives at home. Airs. Flory's mother makes her home with the Florys.
Ira O. Flory has always been an influential factor in the educational
circles of Lanier township, and is now one of the efficient members of the
county school board. He is identified with the Democratic party, and is
an ardent believer of the principles of Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson. He and his family are earnest and faithful members of the Progressive Brethren church, and are active and influential supporters of this denomination.

MARTIN HOOVER.
There is nothing that stimulates a man to deeds of worth and a life of
uprightness and rectitude more than the recollection of the strength of character and the example of right living shown by one's father. In this respect
Martin Hoover is fortunate beyond the majority of men in being the son of
a man who did his duty well, whether in the peaceful pursuits of ordinary
life or in matters involving the larger welfare of the community as a whole.
In the agricultural affairs of Washington township, where Mr. Hoover lives,
he occupies a position of importance among those who are conserving the agricultural prosperity of the community and none occupies a higher standing
among his neighbors.
Alartin Hoover was born on the farm where he now lives in Washington
township, Preble county, Ohio, August 7, 1844, the son of Jacob and Catherine (Peters) Hoover, both of whom were natives of Virginia. Jacob
Hoover and Catherine Peters grew up in the Old Dominion and married there,
coming to Preble county in 1835, in which year they settled on the farm
where their son, Martin, now lives. At that time the land was covered with
a dense woods. Jacob Hoover cleared the land, improved the farm and
lived there the rest of his life, his death occurring January 23, 1857. His
widow survived many years, her death not occurring until March 5, 1899.
They were the parents of five children, of whom Martin is the only survivor.
Abraham and John, both of whom served as Union soldiers in the Civil War,
died in the service. The brothers were members of Company F, Eighty-first
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. David died during the war and Rebecca, who
married P. M. Pence, is also now deceased.
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Martin Hoover was reared on the farm where he lives and was educated
in the common schools. He attended school until he was nineteen years old
and remained with his mother until he was twnty-one, his father having died
when he was only fourteen.
On September 26, 1866, Martin Hoover was married to Alatilda Ozias.
who was born in Washington township, this county, the daughter of Thomas
and Alary (Black) Ozias, and who died February 5, 1899. To this union
four children were born, John C , Thomas M., Flora A. and Jacob H. John
C , born June 9, 1867, married Elizabeth Fleming on October 15, 1914, and
is a farmer. Thomas M. married Mary O. Pence, of Alonroe township.
Flora A. is single and at home. Jacob H. married Bessie E. Duffield and is
a farmer in Monroe township.
After Mr. Hoover was married he rented farms for several years and
finally purchased the farm of one hundred and twenty-four acres seven miles
north of Eaton, on which he since has lived and where he keeps a splendid
grade of live stock.
Mr. Hoover is a Democrat, but is not particularly active in politics. He
is a quiet, unassuming man and has led an honorable and upright life. In all
his life he has never drunk intoxicating liquors nor used tobacco, and is strictly temperate in all things. He is a man much admired and respected in the
community in which he lives.

FREDERICK SCHREEL.
Among the successful, self-made men of Preble county, whose efforts
and influence have contributed to the advancement of this county, Frederick
Schreel, a farmer and dairyman of Harrison township, occupies a prominent place. Although ambitious from the first, he was surrounded by none
too favorable an environment. Resolutely facing the future, however, he
has gradually mounted the difficulties in his way and in the course of time
has risen to a prominent position in the agricultural circles of Harrison
township. For many years he has stood as one of the representative citizens of the locality honored by his citizenship. His life and labors are
worthy because they have contributed to a proper understanding of life and
its problems. For many years Mr. Schreel has been a successful dairyman
and finds a ready market for his entire product in the town of Lewisburg
and vicinity.
(4o)

626

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

FYederick Schreel was born on September 27, 1862, in Twin township,
Preble county, Ohio. He is the son of Charles and Anna (Bolman) Schreel,
who were the parents of eleven children, Henry and Minnie are deceased;
Caroline and Katie live in Twin township; Margaret, wife of Ed Drayer,
lives in Dayton, Ohio; Mary, Lewis, Harmon, Samuel and Christopher are
all at home. Frederick, of Harrison township, is the subject of this sketch.
Charles Schreel, the father of Frederick, was born in 1822, in Germany,
and left there with his parents when eighteen years old. He settled in section 12 in Twin township and farmed until his death, in 1884. His wife
was born in 1828, in Germany, and left there with her sister, Alargaret
Voge, when eleven years old. They settled in Preble county. Mrs. Schreel
died in 1912.

Frederick Schreel was reared on the farm and attended the district
schools of Twin township. In 1887 he began farming for himself in Alontgomery county, Ohio. He rented land in Montgomery county and in Preble
county until 1899, in which year he came to Preble county and purchased
the old Samuel Bunger farm of seventy-eight acres located in section 27, in
Harrison township, at the east edge of the corporation of Lewisburg. Mr.
Schreel has made extensive improvements upon this place. He remodeled
his house and installed a complete equipment of modern conveniences. He
has also built a barn forty by sixty-eight feet. Mr. Schreel had the first
Sharpies milking machine in Preble county. He has been in the dairy business for the past six years and sells his.products locally in Lewisburg.
In 1888 Frederick Schreel was married to Josephine Foster, who was
born, June 3, 1867, ' n Darke county, Ohio, the daughter of Josiah A. and
Elizabeth (Riley) Foster. The Foster genealogy is kept of record as far
back as the landing of the "Mayflower," in 1620, when Lemuel Foster came,
either on the first or the second trip of that historic vessel, to Plymouth
Colony. Tracing from Lemuel, whom we will call the first generation, follow, in order: Two, Ezekiel; three, Jeremiah; four, Ezekiel; five, Jeremiah;
six, Isaac Preston, and seven, Josiah A., father of, eight, Joanna Foster,
wife of Frederick Schreel. Josiah A. Foster's mother was Rebecca Ware,
daughter of John and Mary (Albertson) Ware, the former of whom was a
son of John Ware, Sr., and the latter of whom was a daughter of Josiah
and Nancy Albertson.
To Frederick and Josephine (Foster) Schreel three children have been
born, Charles, now living in Euphemia, Ohio; Irene, at home, and Airs.
Freda Lutz, who lives at Phillipsburg, Ohio.
Air. Schreel is a Democrat and he and his wife and family are mem-
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bers of the Evangelical Lutheran church and .active in the work of that
church. Mr. Schreel's life has been such as to elicit much praise from those
who know him best. He has been loyal and faithful to every trust imposed
upon him and has been upright in his dealings with his fellowmen.

JAMES N. SHUMATE.
Hard and laborious effort was the lot of James N. Shumate during his
youth and early manhood, but his fidelity to duty won him the respect and
confidence of those with whom he was thrown into contact and by patient
persistence and well doing he gradually rose from a humble station to his
present high standing among the people of Preble county and particularly
among those in the neighborhood of his home at Campbellstown, in Jackson township.
James N. Shumate, the treasurer of Jackson township, and a resident
of Campbellstown, Ohio, was born in Claborn county, Tennessee, a son of
Samuel and Alahila (Hodges) Shumate, both of whom were natives of
Pennsylvania, the former the son of Daniel Shumate, a native Pennsylvanian, and the latter a daughter of Squire Hodges. Both Samuel Shumate
and his wife grewe up in Pennsylvania, where they married. Later they
emigrated to Tennessee where they lived a short time and where they were
engaged in farming. In 1862 they moved to Indiana, locating on a farm
in Wayne county, near Centerville, where Samuel Shumate died in 1880,
his wife dying in the fall of 1908. They were the parents of eight children,
six of whom are now living, Alartha, the wife of Madison Sulser, of Jasper
county, Iowa; Low, the wife of John Railsback, of Newton, Iowa; Nora,
the wife of Thomas Turner, of Richmond, Indiana; Alice, the wife of
Taylor Neil, of New York state; Ida, the wife of Guy Bilingly, and William,
who is retired and lives in Denver, Miami county, Indiana.
James N. Shumate was reared on a farm in Wayne county, Indiana,
and was educated in the district schools of that county, which he attended
until he was nineteen years of age. He received a good education and then
took up farming, to which he devoted his attention until he was thirtyfive years old, eventually owning sixty acres of land in Wayne county,
Indiana. After leaving the farm, Mr. Shumate operated a merchandise
bus at Greens fork, Indiana, for three years. He was then employed by the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company as a laborer and in twenty months became
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foreman of a section and sened in that capacity until 1913, in which year
he was promoted to extra foreman. He came to this county on November
21, 1897, and in 1899 bought his present home in Campbellstown. Mr.
Shumate owns one acre north of town.
In 1882 James N. Shumate was married to Sally Wilson, who was
born in Wayne county, Indiana, and to this union three children were born,
Nellie, who is the wife of C. C. Gard, a stock buyer; Edna, the wife
C. AI. John, a railroad agent, and Corine, who is unmarried and at home.
Air. Shumate is a member of Greenfork Lodge No. 184, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. He is a Democrat and is now serving his third
term as treasurer of Jackson township. He is a quiet, unassuming man,
but an upright and honorable citizen in every respect, and is held in the highest regard in the community in which he lives.

ABSALOAI BARTON.
It is a pleasure to present the life history of a successful, self-made
man. Peculiar honor attaches to the individual who, beginning the great
struggle of life alone and unaided, gradually overcomes unfavorable environment, removes one by one the obstacles from the pathway of success and
by the master stroke of his own vitality succeeds in forging his way to the
front and winning for himself a competency and a position of esteem and
influence among his fellowmen. Such is the record of that popular citizen
of Preble county, Absalom Barton, whose life story is here briefly set forth.
Absalom Barton, a farmer living on Rural Route 3, out of New Paris,
Ohio, was born in Darke county, Ohio, October 5, 1858, the son of John and
Rachel (Penland) Barton. John Barton was born in Wayne county, Indiana,
in 1831, the son of Andrew Barton, who was born at Baltimore, Maryland.
Andrew Barton married Celia Boswell, who was born June 22, 1800, in
North Carolina, and who migrated with her parents, Barnabas and Jane
Boswell, to Wayne county, Indiana, in 1812, locating three miles north of
Richmond with a daughter, Mrs. Thomas Stafford. Barnabas Boswell entered a tract of land two and one-half miles north of Middletown, Indiana,
built a one-room log house in the wilderness, where the Indians still were
quite numerous, and there cleared up a farm.
Barnabas and Jane Boswell were the parents of the following children:
Elizabeth, born 111 1785; Benjamin, born in 1787; William, born in 1789;
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Jane, born in 1794; Delilah, born in 1797; Sarah and Celia (twins), born
June 22, 1800; Eli, born in 1803; Hiram, born in 1805, and Susanna, born
in 1808. The Boswells were compelled to make their own clothes out of
the rude material furnished by the wilderness, and in other ways faced the
privations common to the pioneers of that day.
John Barton was reared on the farm in Wayne county and married
Rachel Penland, who was born and reared in Preble county, Ohio. They
settled in Wayne county, Indiana, but later moved to Iowa, remaining there
but a short time, however, shortly returning to Wayne county, Indiana. The
Bartons were descendants of an early Quaker family of this name. John
Barton and wife were the parents of six children, Hannah, the wife of Jesse
Flatter, of Darke county, Ohio; Sylvester, who married Lydia Alendenhall
and lives in Whittier, Colorado; Absalom, the subject of this sketch; Charles,
who married Lizzie Wheeler and lives at Frankfort, Indiana; Theodore, who
married Minnie Spencer and lives in New Paris, this county, and Lila, the
wife of S. B. Alikesell, of Darke county, Ohio.
Absalom Barton spent his boyhood days on the farm. He was educated
in the district schools of Indiana and at an early age he was thrown upon
his own resources. He worked upon a farm by the month until he was
twenty-four years old, at which time he had saved a very little money, his
wages having been used by his father until Absalom was twenty years old.
Air. Barton was married on December 4, 1881, to Alartha E. Newbern,
who was born, Alay 13, 1858, in Wayne county, Indiana, who was reared in
the same neighborhood as her husband, they attending the same school. She
was the daughter of William and Susanna (Townsend) Newbern, the former
a native of North Carolina and the latter of Pennsylvania, who were the
parents of eight other children, John W., George, Alary J., Addie, Clara E.,
Judith A., and two deceased.
Mr. arid Mrs. Barton have had three children, two now living, Walter
E. and Clarence H. Walter E., born on June 6. 1886, who was graduated
from the New Paris high school and from the Richmond Business College,
is connected with the Central Life Insurance Company, at New York city,
of which he is assistant general manager. He married Marion H. Knight
in April, 1914. Clarence H., born on August 27, 1891, was graduated from
the New Paris high school and is unmarried and at home.
Mr. Barton is a Republican, although he has never been especially active in political affairs, preferring to devote his time and energy to his farm
of one hundred and twenty-six acres one mile west of New Paris, Ohio.
Mrs. Barton is a member of the Christian church. Mr. Barton is a member
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of Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias, in which he is past chancellor. Airs. Barton is a member of the Pythian Sisters No. 215, and is a
past chief of the lodge. She is the protector in this lodge at this time.
The Barton family are highly respected in Jefferson township where
thev live and are well known.

CHARLES W. BLOOAI.
It is a well-recognized fact that the most powerful influence in shaping
and controlling public life is the press. It reaches a greater number of
people than any other agency and thus always has been and always will be
the most important factor in moulding public opinion and shaping the destiny
of the nation. Charles W. Bloom was prominently identified with the journalism of eastern Ohio for many years. He was connected with several papers,
but during his most active newspaper career, was the editor and proprietor
of the New Paris Mirror. Mr. Bloom sold a half interest in this paper in
1902, and in 1906 disposed of the other interest. Throughout the greater
part of his life, Mr. Bloom has been a successful farmer and is so today.
He also was connected with another profession which is perhaps second
only to that of the press in moulding and shaping public opinion. For many
years, Mr. Bloom was a successful teacher in Preble county, and today,
therefore, he may be considered as a representative farmer, a forceful journalist and a capable teacher.
Charles W. Bloom was born in Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio,
September 4, 1846, the son of Guy and Hannah (Jameson) Bloom, the
former a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, born in 1816. About
1825 Guy Bloom accompanied his parents to Darke county, Ohio, where he
grew to manhood on a farm. He came to Preble county when a young man
and married Hannah Jameson, a native of Kentucky, born in 1826, who
came to New Paris, this county, with her parents in 1836. Her father was
Wesley Jameson, a native of Kentucky, who left that state in 1836, lived in
New Paris until the early fifties when he removed first to Rushville, Indiana,
and then to Noblesville, Indiana, where he died.
The paternal grandfather of Charles W. Bloom was Joseph Bloom, a
native of Pennsylvania and a descendant of an old-time German family of
that state. He died in Darke county, Ohio, in October, 1868. Guy Bloom,
the father of Charles W., was a farmer and at one time owned seven hun-
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dred acres of land. He was a progressive citizen in every respect and was
usually the first man in his neighborhood to purchase all of the improved
implements to be used on a farm. He was a man of indomitable energy and
great executive ability. Any man who came to his farm hunting work could
find it. In this he was prompted by humane impulses and the duty which
one man, however successful, owes to the other, however unfortunate. He
was for many years an active member of the Masonic lodge. He died in
September, 1883, and his wife died in 1899.
Charles W. Bloom was the eldest of ten children, all of whom were
born in Preble county, Ohio. Those now living, besides Charles W., are
Alary, the wife of William B. Reid, and Homer. Charles W. Bloom received
his early education in the common schools of Preble county, Ohio, and at
the academy at Richmond, Indiana. He went to Richmond at the age of
nineteen and there engaged with his father for a time in the furniture
business. Later he became an engineer and, on his return to New Paris,
located on the farm, which he operated in the summer. During the winter
months, for a period of six years, he taught school.
On January 6, 1870, Mr. Bloom was married to Anna Pence, a native
of Preble county, Ohio, and the daughter of Nimrod and Elizabeth Pence.
To this union, one daughter, Grace, has been born. She learned the printing
business with her father and is now the wife of W. L. Hahn, a merchant of
New Paris, Ohio.
After his marriage, Mr. Bloom continued teaching for four years and
then devoted all of his spare time to his farm until 1884. He now owns a
splendid farm of one hundred and ninety-eight acres in Jefferson township.
In 1884 Air. Bloom moved to New Paris and was engaged in the newspaper
business until 1906, in which year he disposed of his paper. This paper was
established in 1887 and was published under the name of The Business
Mirror for some time. Mr. Bloom first established, however, The Amateur.
Charles W. Bloom became a member of the national guard in 1864.
The guard was called out and Mr. Bloom sened one hundred days in the
Civil War.
Mr. Bloom is an independent voter, but he is a prominent and influential
Prohibitionist and a particularly strong temperance man. He was a delegate
of the Prohibition party to the national convention in Pittsburgh in 1896 and
for many years took an active part in the councils of his party. Fraternally,
Mr. Bloom is a member of New Paris Lodge No. 303, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, in which he is a past grand. He also has served as secretary
of the lodge, a position which he has held for twenty-seven years. Mr.
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Bloom has always identified himself with the Universalist church. He is a
prominent member of this church and for several years was clerk of the local
parish. Air. Bloom takes an active interest in everything pertaining to New
Paris and the surrounding country. He is a director in the First National
Bank of New Paris and helped to organize this bank. Air. and Mrs. Bloom
are comfortably situated in their beautiful home and are enjoying the fruits
of their early labors. No more highly respected citizens are to be found
anywhere than Air. and Mrs. Charles W. Bloom, and they very properly
stand high in the estimation of the people of New Paris and vicinity.

GEORGE W. PICKETT.
Among the farmers of Preble county who have to their credit many
long years of industrious and intelligent farm management, George W.
Pickett, of Jefferson township, is worthy of special liOte here. Air. Pickett
comes of a good family, one that has always been strong for right living
and industrious habits, for morality and all that contributes to the welfare of
the great commonwealth of Ohio. Such people are welcome in any community, for they are empire builders and as such they push the frontier of
civilization westward and onward, leaving the green, wide-reaching wilderness of the far-stretching plains populous with contented people and beautiful with green fields. They constitute the sterling horde which moved the
great Bishop Whipple to write "Westward the course of empire takes its
way."
George W. Pickett, a farmer living on Rural Route No. 1, out of New
Paris, Ohio, was born in Wayne county, Indiana, April 8, 1868, the son of
Alilton L. and Alary E. (Smithson) Pickett. Alilton L. Pickett was born
in Wayne county, Indiana, the son of Benjamin and Deborah (Clark)
Pickett. Benjamin Pickett was a native of North Carolina and was reared
on a farm. When a young man, he moved to Wayne county. Indiana,
where he located on a farm on what is now the present site of the city of
Richmond. He located there in 1808 and lived in that county until his
death. Deborah Clark was a native of Maryland and moved to Wayne
county with her parents at a very early day. Benjamin Pickett and Deborah
Clark were married in Wayne county, Indiana, and were the parents of Eli,.
William, John, Eber, Milton L., Albert, Mary and Hannah.
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Alilton L. Pickett was reared on a farm in Wayne county, Indiana, and
attended the schools of his day and generation. He was married to Mary F.
Smithson, a native of Highland county, Ohio, and after their marriage, thev
settled in Wayne county, Indiana, where they spent the rest of their lives.
They were the parents of nine children, seven of whom are living, Flwood
S., of Wayne county, Indiana;"Ella, the wife of I. W. r Gregg, of Elwood,
Indiana; Oliver B., who lives in California; Lizzie, the wife of I. S. Van
Anstal, of Preble county; T. Henry, who lives in Preble county; Cynthia A.,
who is single and lives in Preble county, Ohio, and George W.
George W. Pickett spent his boyhood days on the farm in Wayne
county, Indiana. He was educated in the public schools and in the Richmond
Normal School. Upon completing his education, Air. Pickett received a
certificate to teach school, but did not follow this vocation.
Mr. Pickett was married in 1905 to Emma Griffis, who was born in
Jackson township, this county, July 29, 1874, the daughter of Samuel M.
and Rebecca (Blinn) Griffis, the former a native of this county and the latter
a native of Warren coithty, Oh'ibr' Safhuel M. Griffis'- was rearedon a farm
in Washington township, this county, and was educated in the schools of his
home neighborhood. Upon arriving at manhood's estate he took up the
vocation of farming and followed this all his life, the most of which time was
spent on a farm in Jackson township, he being one of the best-known and
most influential farmers of that township. He died in October, 1910, at the
age of seventy-two years, his wife having preceded him to the grave on
January 16, 1899, at the age of fifty-four. Samuel M. Griffis was a Democrat and was influential in the local councils of his party for many years. At
one time he was a member of the Alasonic order and he and his wife were
members of the United Brethren church, in the affairs of which they ever
took an active interest. To Samuel and Rebecca (Blinn) Griffis were born
seven children: Anna, who married Thomas Bowen, of New Paris, this
county; George F., who lives at Eaton, this county; Roscoe, also living at
Eaton; Ida, who married Ora Oler, a resident of Darke county, Ohio; Emma,
who married Air. Pickett; Mary, who married Edward Jacks, of Jackson
township, this county, and John, who also lives in Jackson township.
To George W. and Emma (Griffis) Pickett one son has been born.
George W., Jr., who was born on April 2, 1911.
Mr. Pickett is a Democrat and he and Airs. Pickett are members of the
Friends church, he having a birthright in that church. George W. Pickett
is the owner of one hundred and eighty and ninety one-hundredths acres of
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splendid farming land in Preble county and is a prosperous, progressive and
up-to-date citizen in every respect. He has been a successful breeder of hogs
and Jersey cattle. Air. Pickett has not only been a successful farmer, but is
what might be called a successful citizen, because he has performed faithfully
those duties that have devolved upon him in his relations with his fellow men.

CHARLES P. JONES.
Agriculture has been an honored vocation from the earliest ages. As a
usual thing men of honorable and humane impulses, as well as those of
energy and thrift, have been patrons of husbandry. The free, outdoor life
of the farmer has a decided tendency to foster and develop that independence
of mind and self-reliance which characterizes true manhood. No truer
blessing can befall a boy than to be reared in close touch with nature in the
healthful, invigorating labor of the fields. It has always been the soil from
which has sprung the moral bone and sinew of the country. The majority
of our nation's great warriors, renowned statesmen and distinguished men
of letters were born on the farm, and were indebted largely to its early
influence for the distinction which they gained. Among the enterprising
farmers of Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, is Charles P. Jones,
who lives on Rural Route No. 2, out of New Paris, Ohio.
Charles P. Jones was born in Jefferson township. Preble county, Ohio,
November II, 1866, a son of William D. and Alatilda (Mikesell) Jones,
both of whom were natives of this county, the latter having been born in
Jefferson township, where she died on December 24, 1897, having always
made her home in that township. William D. and Alatilda (Mikesell) Jones
were the parents of ten children, four of whom are living: Ira E., a farmer
of Lake county, Alichigan, married Ella Burkett; Charles P., the immediate
subject of this review: Elsie J., the wife of Ed. O. O'Toole, a resident
of Mt. Sterling, Ohio, and Harry J., of Bradford, Ohio, who married Dora
Petry.
Charles P. Jones spent his boyhood days on a farm in Jefferson township. When old enough he attended the district schools during the winter
seasons, and worked on the farm in the summers. Mr. Jones has lived on
the same farm, which he now owns and occupies, for more than forty years,
with the exception of ten months. He owns thirty-two acres of land in
Jefferson township, and is an extensive breeder of a good grade of live stock
of all kinds.
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On December 2, 1891, Charles P. Jones was married to Nora McMahon,
who was born at Eldorado, Ohio, July 7, 1865, the daughter of Thomas
and Mary (Nagle) McMahon, who were both natives of Ireland. Mrs.
Jones was educated in the public schools of Preble county. To this union
one daughter, Minnie, was born, September 21, 1892. She was graduated
from the common schools and is the wife of Cletus C. Kuth. They live
with Air. and Mrs. Jones.
Air. Jones is a Republican, but has not taken an active interest in
political affairs. Fraternally, he belongs to Fellowship Lodge No. 106, Free
and Accepted Alasons, and is also a member of New Paris Lodge No. 303,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Mrs. Jones is a devout member of the
Presbyterian church at New Paris. Ohio, and takes an active interest in the
affairs of this church.
The Jones family is one of the oldest families now living in western
Ohio and eastern Indiana, and Charles P. Jones is a worthy representative
of this old and highly respected family. Air. and Airs. Jones are worthy
citizens of Jefferson township, where they are well known and in every
respect entitled to representation in a work of this character. The esteem
in which Air. Jones is held by his neighbors was demonstrated on two occassions of an official character, he having twice been elected to the responsible
office of township trustee, in the discharge of the duties of which office he
brought to bear a sound business judgment and a degree of care for the
details of his office, which earned for his administration the commendation
of all in any way related to public affairs in that community. His terms of
service covered the period comprised in the years 1909-1913.

SAMUEL W. ROBERTS.
The old song which carries a refrain containing the line: "The farmer
feeds them all," states a very fundamental and economic truth. Without the
farmer the rest of the country would starve within a week, despite the large
amount of food in storage. Every other occupation might be done away
with, and people could live, but a total cessation of farming, in a very short
time, actually would depopulate the earth. A man can live without banks all
his life, but deprive him of his bread and his career is soon ended. Farming
is becoming an honored profession. District schools are teaching it as a
science, and colleges are granting degrees for agricultural training. Without
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the farmer, the banker would close his doors, the manufacturer would shut
down his factory and railroads would suspend operations. Among the honored farmers of Preble county, who helps to keep the banker, the manufacturer and the railroads going, is Samuel W. Roberts, a farmer living on
Rural Route No. 1, out of New Paris, Ohio. v
Samuel W. Roberts was born in Darke county, Ohio, January 4, 1874,
the son of Samuel E. and Jane (Barton) Roberts, the former of whom was
born in Darke county, Ohio, and the latter in Wayne county, Indiana. For
a time after they were married the Robertses lived in Darke county, but in
1878 they moved to Wayne county, Indiana, where they lived the rest
of their lives. Samuel E. Roberts died Alay 23, 1906, and his widow is still
living, now residing in Darke county, Ohio. They were the parents of five
children, Jennie, the wife of A. L. Reid, of Richmond, Indiana; W. E., a
retired farmer of New Paris; Samuel W., the subject of this sketch; Alary
E., the wife of Norlie Hunt, of Darke county, Ohio, and Lurene, the wife
of Delbert Funk, of Richmond, Indiana.
• Samuel W. """Roberts' was four years old when his parents moved to
Wayne county, Indiana. He spent his boyhood days on the farm in Wayne
county and was educated in the schools of that county.
On September 14, 1890, Mr. Roberts was married to Lillie C. Noggle,
who was born at New Madison, in Darke county, Ohio, and who was educated in the district schools of that county. To this union there are three
living children, Roy W., born on May 30, 1894, who is a graduate of the
common schools and a farmer at home; Faye, born on Alay 23, 1896, who
was graduated from the common schools and attended the high school at
New Madison for one year, and Opal, who was born on March 31, 1898.
Ralph, who was born on May 9, 1905, died in 1910.
After their marriage, Mr. and Airs. Roberts went to housekeeping in
Wayne county, Indiana, where they, remained for one year, at the end of
which time they removed to Mr. Roberts's father's farm in Darke county,
where they lived until 1900, in which year Mr. Roberts purchased the farm
of one hundred and ninety-one and two-hundredths acres in section 5, Jefferson township, this county.
Samuel W. Roberts not only has been a successful farmer, but he has
been an extensive raiser of stbck. He keeps a high grade of stock and uses
only the most improved and modern methods in farming. Mr. Roberts has
splendid buildings on his farm and everything is kept in a splendid state of
repair. From every point, the farm shows the thrift of its owner and
proprietor.
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Air. and Airs. Roberts are members of the United Brethren church at
Pleasant Hill. Mrs. Roberts and her daughters are members of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union and of the Home Missionary Society and are
active in both of these organizations. The Roberts family are representative
citizens of Preble county and as such, are entitled to representation in a
volume which undertakes to set out the historical and biographical points of
interest in Preble countv.

HARRY W. BRAGG.
There are several hundred different occupations, but there is only one
of all this number that is absolutely necessary to man's existence. The three
tilings without which man cannot live are food, clothing and shelter, and
it is the farmer who not only controls the food supply, but also holds the
clothing products of the world in his hands. His is the only occupation
which can exist independently of all others. An increasing number of our
best farming men are taking agricultural courses in colleges, thereby fitting
themselves the better for scientific farming. The profession has taken on increased dignity within the past few years and more and more of our young
men are applying themselves to scientific farming. The farmer of today
has the immense advantage of working with machinery which renders his
work free from many of its former disadvantages. Preble county has hundreds of splendid farmers and among them Harry W. Bragg holds a worthy
place.
Harry W. Bragg, a prosperous young farmer living on Rural Route
No. 2, out of New Paris, Ohio, and the proprietor of "Brookside Farm," a
beautiful place consisting of ninety-two acres two and one-half miles northeast of New Paris, Ohio, was born near Marion, in Grant county, Indiana,
December n , 1880. He is a son of L. D. and Lida J. (Alackey) Bragg, the
former a native of Grant county, Indiana, who married Lida J. Mackey in
New Paris, Ohio. L. D. Bragg is still living, while his wife died in 1906.
They were the parents of four children: Harry W., with whom this narrative deals; Emma, the wife of Vernie Lawrence, lives in Eldorado, Ohio;
Edward, a farmer of Jefferson township, married Daisy Hogston, and Elbert,
who is unmarried and living with his father.
Harry W. Bragg was four years old when he came with his parents to
Preble county, and he received his education in the common schools of this
county. He assisted his father with the work on the farm and early learned
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the principles of good farming, in which vocation he has been continuously
engaged since reaching his maturity.
Mr. Bragg was married on January 11, 1902, to Rosa Emrick, a native
of Darke county, Ohio, born on May 6, 1880, and to this union two children
have been born: Orville J., born September 28, 1904, and Esther G, born
Alarch 17, 1909. Air. Bragg and his family are loyal and earnest members
of the Methodist Episcopal church at New Paris, Ohio, and take an active
part in the work of this denomination, Mr. Bragg being one of the trustees
of the church, as well as a member of its official board. He also is superintendent of the Sunday school.
Mr. Bragg is an adherent of no particular political party, but votes independently, believing that in doing so he is best serving the interests of his
community. Fraternally, he is a member of White Water Valley Grange
No. 1837, in which he has passed all the chairs, being now a past master of
this grange. Airs. Bragg is also a member of the same grange.
On his fine farm in Jefferson township, Air. Bragg makes a specialty
of breeding high-grade live stock, and has a very fine herd of Polled Hereford cattle, headed by "Reginald No. 2054," whose dam was "Aliss Reginald
No. 143434." He also keeps a good grade of hogs and other live stock.
In all the avenues of life Mr. Bragg has performed well his part and well
deserves the respect and esteem in which he is held by all who know him,
and well merits representation in the annals of his county's history.

JAMES B. MURRAY.
The character of a community is determined in a large measure by the
lives of a comparatively few of its members. If its moral and intellectual
status is good, if, in a social way, it is a pleasant place in which to reside, if
its reputation as to the integrity of its citizens has extended to other localities,
it will be found that the standards of the leading men have been high and
their influence such as to mold the character and shape the lives of those
with whom they mingle. In placing the late James B. Murray in the front
rank of such men, justice is rendered to him and to the community in which
he lived. Although a quiet and unassuming man with no ambition for public
position or leadership, he contributed much to the material, civic and moral
advancement of his community, while his admirable qualities of head and
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heart, and the straightforward, upright course of his daily life won for him
the esteem and confidence of the circle in which he moved. Although he is
now sleeping the sleep of the just, his influence still lives, and his memory
is revered by many.
James B. Alurray was born in Eaton, Ohio, February 28. 1843. the
seventh son of Mitchell and Lydia (Brasier) Murray, both of whom were
natives of Delaware, where they received their education, and where they
were married. They located near Eaton, Ohio, and later moved to Darke
county, Ohio, but after a sometime residence there they returned to Preble
county, where Mr. Murray rented two hundred and seventy acres of land in
Jackson township. After living there for some time he purchased a tract
of land in Darke county, north of Eldorado. Airs. Alurray died on this latter
farm, and Mr. Murray's death occurred subsequently in Preble county. They
were the parents of thirteen children.
James B. Murray was a young man at the time of the outbreak of the
Civil War, and enlisted in Company-C, One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was in the service of the Union for
three months.
The late James B. Murray was married on January 1, 1868, to Alartha
J. Mills, who was born in Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, September 13, 1848, a daughter of George and Elizabeth (Swerer) Alills. George
Mills was a native of Ireland, who came to the United States with his parents. He received his early education in this country and taught school for
some time after reaching manhood, but later took up farming, which he
followed through life. Three of his five children are now living: Joseph
Mills, a resident of Miami county, Indiana; William, a resident of New
Paris, Ohio, and Martha J., the widow of Mr. Murray. Mrs. Murray was
reared on a farm in Jefferson township, receiving her education in the public
schools of her home neighborhood, afterwards attending the high school at
New Paris, where she afterward became a teacher. To James Murray and
wife seven children were born: Olive May, who died in 1914, was the wife
of William Tyler; Edwin O., a resident of New Paris; Charles A., of Jackson township; Elwood, unmarried, lives at home with his mother; Cora A.,
the wife of William Swisher, of Dayton, Ohio; Ethel M., unmarried, is living
at home; Elbert j . , born February 16, 1891, also is unmarried and lives at
home.
Mrs. Murray is a member of the Presbyterian church at New Paris.
She is a quiet, unassuming lady, well known in New Paris and Jefferson
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township, where she has spent much of her life. She has always been devoted to the interests of her children and was a loving helpmate to her late
husband, and as a wife and mother is more than worthy of any tribute
which might be paid to her sex.

J O S E P H C. STEEL.
For nearly a century the Steel family has been represented in the affairs
of Preble county, Ohio, and during all the intervening years has been recognized among the most prominent and influential families of the county. From
the first the members of the family have devoted themselves principally to
the occupation of farming, a calling in which they have achieved the highest
success. The chief living member of this prominent family is Joseph C. Steel,
who was born in this county and who is now one of its most prominent farmers and fruit growers.
Joseph C. Steel was born in Israel township, near Fairhaven, Preble
•county, Ohio, February 1, 1845, the son of Samuel and Alartha (Hays) Steel.
Samuel Steel was born in North Carolina, October 29, 1814, and died in
Preble county, Ohio, January 13 1897. His wife was born June 26, 1815, in
Israel township, Preble county, in the same house in which she spent her
life. There she was married and bore all her children and there she died
July 26, 1879, aged sixty-four years and one month. She lies in Fairhaven
cemetery in Israel township.
Samuel Steel came west with his parents in 1818, and was four years of
age when the-family settled in Preble county. He attended the subscription
schools of the county and then entered upon his vocation as a farmer. In
1840 he married Martha Hays, and to this union eight children were born,
but three of whom are now living. The children were: Joseph, the subject
of this sketch; Mary Jane Elizabeth, the wife of Harvy Bell, of Eaton, Ohio;
Robert, who lives on the old homestead in Israel township; John K., who
died about 1894; Martha Ann, who died at the age of nineteen, and three
children who died in infancy. Samuel Steel followed the calling of a farmer
throughout his life, and was rewarded with great prosperity. He was an earnest Christian and on the Sabbath would always be found in his pew at church.
Joseph C. Steel received a common school education in the schools of
Preble county, and, upon the completion of his school days, followed in the
footsteps of his father by becoming a farmer. He gave his services to his
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country as a soldier in the Union army during the Civil War, and on Alarch
3, 1868, he married Alary Jane Smith, a daughter of John and Nancy (Buck)
Smith, who was born October 19, 1845, a n t l clied December 19. 1879. The
union was blessed by six children, two of whom are living. The children
were Lillie, who died at the age of two years; Eva Jane, the wife of Levi
Reeve, of Camden, Ohio; Cora, who died at the age of fifteen: Samuel, who
died at the age of twenty-two months; Walter A., who married Susie Brannon and was father of two sons, and who died Alay 2, 1906, at the age of
twenty-eight, and Clarence, born in August, 1879, who lives at home and
takes active charge of the operation of the farm, and is doing excellent work.
Clarence married Alberta Johnson, and three children, Samuel, Vernon and
Norman, have been born to them.
In 1872 Joseph C. Steel moved with his family to Kansas, where they
lived for four years. At the end of that time they returned to Preble county,
Ohio, making- the entire trip back with a team, which they drove across the
country. Air. Steel and his father then bought a farm of one hundred and
sixty acres in Somers township, three miles southwest of Camden, Preble
county, Ohio.
Mr. Steel improved his farm and has developed it as a fruit-growing
farm until he now has one of the largest orchards in Preble county. The
orchard contains more than eighty acres, and the place is known as the
"Home Grown Fruit Farm." Care is taken to produce first-grade products
for market, with the result that the fruit grown on this farm has become
famous in the sections where it is offered for sale.
Mr. Steel is a member of the United Presbyterian church of Alorning
Sun, Preble county, Ohio, and his wife also was a member of that church
before her death. Mr. Steel is a Republican, although he has never taken
an active interest in the campaigns of that party. During late years he has
had no partisan affiliation with any particular party, but has made it a point
to vote for the men he considers best qualified for the office for which they
are running.
Mr. Steel is an excellent example of the solid citizenship of Preble
county. He has never attempted to get into the limelight politically or otherwise, but has always been satisfied to devote his entire time and efforts to the
prosperity and comfort of his own family, and to the use of his influence in
whatever direction he felt would best serve his immediate community. It is
such men as Mr. Steel who form the backbone of any community, and whose
example leads others to give to a county the best that is in them.
(41)
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JOHN J. O'DEA.
No business has made greater advancements during the last half century
than agriculture. Practically all the disadvantages which beset the pioneer
farmer have been eliminated by modern inventions which tend to lighten the
farmers' labors. It takes less labor now to operate a farm of fifty acres
than it did to operate a farm of ten acres fifty years ago. Inventions are
coming into use every year which are helping the farmer to increase his
sphere of usefulness. Ohio is recognized as one of the best farming states
in the union and no county in this state has better or more prosperous farmers than Preble county. Among the hundreds of farmers who have made
this county famous as an agricultural section, there is none more worthy of
a place in a biographical volume of this character than John J. O'Dea, a
farmer living on Rural Route No. 3, out of New Paris, Ohio, and the proprietor of the "Enterprise Stock Farm," of two hundred and eight acres,
three miles east of New Paris.
John J. O'Dea was born in Richmond, Indiana, August 14, 1872, the
son of Patrick and Bridget (Harrigan) O'Dea, both natives of County Clare,
Ireland, who came to the United States early in life and located at Richmond,
Indiana. They were married in Richmond and lived there six years after
their marriage, at the end of which time they moved to a farm one mile east
of Gettysburg, Ohio, where they lived until the death of Mrs. O'Dea after
which Air. O'Dea lived with his children. He made two trips back to Ireland.
Airs. O'Dea died in 1897 and he died July 4, 1913. They were devout members of the Catholic church.
Air. and Airs. Patrick O'Dea were the parents of four children, Mary,
who was graduated from the New Paris high school and is a teacher in Jefferson township, having taught six years in that township; John J., the subject of this sketch; Catherine, the wife of John Cahill, of Dixon township,
and Alargaret, the wife of Joseph Wadick, of near Camden, Ohio.
John J. O'Dea was reared on a farm in Jefferson township and attended
the district schools, where he received his early education. Upon reaching
manhood he was for a time employed on the Pennsylvania railroad, but later
began farming near Gettysburg, Ohio. He moved to his present farm in
1911, at the time he was united in marriage with Irene Doyle, of Cincinnati,
Ohio, and there he built a modern house with basement, furnace, electric
lights, hot and cold water and bath.
Mr. O'Dea is an extensive breeder of Duroc-Jersey hogs, a large feeder
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and shipper of cattle and has been especially successful in raising stock. Mr.
O'Dea is one of the hustling and up-to-date farmers of Jefferson township
and an honorable citizen of the community in which he has spent his entire
life. He is a Democrat, although he has never taken an over-active interest in political affairs. He and his wife are members of St. John's Catholic
church and Air. O'Dea is a member of the Knights of Columbus.

AIRS. SARAH ELIZABETH REYNOLDS.
Eaton is proud of the career of Airs. S. E. Reynolds, a distinguished
resident of that city and a woman who has had a prominent part in practically every movement that has been inaugurated for the benefit of all the
citizens of Eaton and Preble county. Mrs. Reynolds is a woman of distinguished ancestry and it must be conceded that she has fulfilled in her life
work all obligations imposed upon her by virtue of the distinguished sendees
of the men and women from whom she is descended. Fler reputation extends
beyond the boundaries of Preble county and this reputation, which is national
in character, has been builded upon her notable achievements. Airs. Reynolds is not only to be classed as a leader of her sex, but she has shown in her
many works the ability to lead men as well as women. It is a pleasure to
be the historian of this volume and to tell the life story of a woman whose
years have been so filled with important deeds.
Airs. S. E. Reynolds, who now lives at 109 West Decatur street, Eaton,
Ohio, is a daughter of John AI. and Sarah (Truax) Daugherty. John M.
Daugherty was born in Jacksonburg, Butler county, Ohio, the son of John
AI., Sr., and Sarah (Hunt) Daugherty. The Daugherty family were natives
of Ireland and came from that country to America in the eighteenth century,
locating in Pennsylvania. The Hunt family located in Pennsylvania also, but
they came from England.
John M. Daugherty, Jr., the father of Mrs. Reynolds, came from Butler
county, Ohio, to Preble county when a child, with his mother, and grew to
manhood in Dixon township. He died on the farm where his Grandfather
Hunt settled. He was married to Sarah Truax, Alarch 19, 1845. John
Truax, the father of Sarah Truax, came from Kentucky and settled on
government land in Dixon township, where he became a prosperous farmer
and stock raiser. He was a Whig of considerable local prominence.
John M. Daugherty, Jr., was the father of four children, Sarah Eliza-
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beth Reynolds, the subject of this sketch; John S., a former farmer of Dixon
township, now living in Eaton, Ohio; the other children, George Waddy and
L. C, are deceased.
Airs. Sarah E. Reynolds was reared on the Hunt homestead, in Dixon
township, and was educated in the district schools of that township and in a
private school, later teaching school. She was married to Roddie Reynolds,.
November 28, 1866. He was born in Efphin, Roscommon county, Ireland,
August 15, 1844, a n c l came to the United States at the age of five with his
mother. He was the only child born to his parents. They first located in
New Jersey, but came to Preble county, when he was seven years old, and
he was reared in Eaton and educated in the public schools of that city. Air.
Reynolds was a successful hardware merchant and contractor. He was appointed secretary to General Ben LeFevre, congressman from the Eaton
district, and for many years lived in Washington, D. C. He also served in
the United States navy during the Civil War and was the youngest commander in that war. He was chief of the division in the sixth auditor's
office at Washington, D. C, at the,rime of his death in 1884. Mr. Reynolds
was a man held in high esteem by all who knew him. He and Airs. Reynolds
were the parents of three children, two of whom are living, L. C. and Nellie.
L. C. is an attorney in Baltimore, Maryland, and has charge of the bonding
division of the Alaryland Casualty Company. He married Ada Gibbons, the
daughter of John Gibbons. Nellie was graduated from the Bishop Strachan
School, Wykeham Hall for Young Ladies (Episcopal), at Toronto, Canada,
and married Prof. George R. Eastman, of Dayton, Ohio.
Airs. S. E. Reynolds represented the women of Preble county, Ohio,
at the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893. She was appointed by the Hon. Daniel J. Ryan, of Columbus, Ohio, one of the commissioners of the exposition board. Airs. Reynolds organized a club of forty
women and, as a token of appreciation for their work, Airs. Reynolds was
presented by "Uncle Jim" Bruce with the bole of a beautiful buckeye tree
cut off the battlefield of Fort St. Clair on the one hundredth anniversary of
the battle of Fort St. Clair. Lieutenant-Governor Harris and Mayor Risinger presented the logs at the one hundredth anniversary celebration held in
the city hall. The members of the club were keenly interested and from the
tree, which represented the state of Ohio, they made a beautiful cabinet, carved
with buckeye leaves and implements representing Indian warfare. This piece
was placed in the Ohio building at the exposition and proved to be the only
historical and representative piece made by women and shown at the exposition. Mrs. Reynolds now has it in her possession and prizes it very highly.
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This good woman has always been interested in the legends and traditions of the St. Clair history, including the trail of St. Clair from Cincinnati, Ohio, to Detroit, Michigan. This trail is full of legends and traditions,
which make the history not only beautiful but more interesting. Airs. Reynolds has forty pieces of hand-painted china, each one representing St. Clair's
connection with the early history of Ohio and these eventually will become
the property of the state. She also has many legends and traditions written
more than one hundred years ago. Not very long ago Airs. Reynolds obtained more than four hundred signatures to a petition asking the state Legislature, if possible, to purchase the battlefield of Fort St. Clair, which was
then owned by Judge William Gilmore and now by his son, Clem, of Dayton,
Ohio, if not for Preble county, then for the state of Ohio. Airs. Reynolds is
confident that this will sometime be done.
Airs. Reynolds is the author of a little St. Clair booklet, which she
wrote and presented to "The Little Children I Love." It is illustrated with
St. Clair pictures and is an interesting little document. Airs. Reynolds represented Louisa St. Clair at the one hundredth anniversary of Eaton and rode
a pony at the head of the procession, with Alayor George H. Kelley, of
Eaton.
To Airs. Reynolds, perhaps more than to any other person in Eaton, is
due the splendid public library which the people of that city now have. The
funds for the organization of this library organization were started by the
Research Society and consisted in the beginning of one hundred dollars.
The idea originated with Mrs. Reynolds, starting with what books this fund
would purchase, with a number presented to the society by friends. The
small case of books was given a place in a corner of Homan & Randal's
furniture store on North Barron street. The ladies, of whom, at that time,
Mrs. Homan was president, kept the library open two days out of each week
for almost two years before they reached the end of their "great expectations" of founding a public library for Eaton. The incorporators of the
.Eaton public library were Airs. S. E. Reynolds, Mrs. Frank Homan, Airs.
William Ortt, Airs. George Spacht, Airs. Alary K. Stubbs, Messrs. Chrisler,
John Gibbons, B. D. Aloses and Dr. Prentis. It is now located at the corner
of North Barron and West Decatur streets, one of the most valuable sites
in town and the property of the library. Not only has Airs. Reynolds done
a large part in the building and maintenance of the public library, but she
has devoted much of her time to the educational uplift of this city. She was
editor-in-chief in 1897 of the Eaton Register, which was issued to provide
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funds for the erection of a monument to the soldiers buried in Alound Hill
cemetery.
Mrs. Reynolds is secretary of the Abner L. Haines Humane Society, of
Preble county, and also was a member of the women's board at the children's
home. She is a captain commander of the National Naval Association of
the United States, has served as secretary of this association, and was chairman of the Ladies' National Naval Association, which made the strewing of
flowers upon the waters, in memory of the sailors and marines who lie
buried beneath the waves, a national service. This beautiful service originated with Mrs. A. S. C. Forbes, of Pasadena, California, for which she
has received hundreds of letters of congratulations from our Presidents,
officers of the navy and of the army of the United States; also from naval
officers of other countries. She is now president of the El-Camino-Real
Sqciety, of California, marking "The King's Highway"—the old missions of
California. This is one part of Airs. Reynolds' work she is particularly
proud of and for which she was made an honorary member of the Alen's
Naval Association of America. Airs. Reynolds is one of the charter members
of the Woman's Relief Corps, in which she is a past president. She is also
past worthy matron of the Order of the Eastern Star and represented the
chapter at Columbus, Ohio. Airs. Reynolds is a member of the Pocahontas
lodge and was the first Pocahontas in Eaton and is now one of the staff of
the great Pocahontas of Ohio. She is a member of the State Historical and
Archaeological Society of Ohio and a member o fthe Daughters of the
American Revolution. In 1914 she was a delegate to the national convention at Washington, D. C , and is a member of the Richard Arnold chapter
at Washington, D. C , being one of the first members of this organization.
Airs. Reynolds is a great-great-granddaughter of Joseph Hunt, who was
with the army of Washington at Valley Forge. Airs. Reynolds' maternal
great-grandfather, David Truax, was a veteran of four wars, the Revohir
tionary, the Blackhawk Indian War, the War of 1812 and the Mexican War.
Mrs. Reynolds owns the old Hunt homestead of one hundred and
twenty-three acres in Preble county and has a competence entirely sufficient
for her declining years. It is a pleasure to recount the facts in the career of
such a woman and it is a pleasure to know that they will be preserved in a
historical work such as this. With all her accomplishments, however, Airs.
Reynolds is quite modestly unassuming, it being one of her greatest hobbies
that it is to one's friends that one is indebted for whatever success attend
one's efforts through life, she stoutly maintaining that no one can succeed
alone.
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ARTIE J. HAMILTON.
It is the progressive, wide-awake man of affairs that makes the real
history of a community. His influence as a potential factor in the bodypolitic is difficult to estimate. The examples such men furnish of patient
purpose and steadfast integrity strongly illustrate what is in the power of
each to accomplish. There is always a full measure of satisfaction in reverting even in a casual way, to their achievements. Such a man is Artie J.
Hamilton, ex-postmaster and banker of Eldorado, Ohio, who, in every
respect, is a representative citizen of Preble county.
Artie J. Hamilton was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, October 15,
1874, the son and only child of W. W. and Sophia (Schreel) Hamilton.
W. W. Hamilton is a native of Preble county, Ohio, but was reared in
Alontgomery county, Ohio, while his wife was born in Preble county, and
reared on a farm in this county. After their marriage they moved to Pyrmont, Montgomery county, Ohio, where Air. Hamilton was engaged in conducting a general store, which he operated for ten years, and is now living
retired at that place. His wife died in 1877. W. W. Hamilton married,
secondly, Eliza Mills, and to this union two children were born: Bessie,
the wife of James Briney, of Kokomo, Indiana, and Edith, the wife of
Albert Belsford.
After the death of his mother, Artie J. Hamilton lived in the family
of his maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. George Schreel, of Preble
county, remaining with them until he was seventeen years of age, at which
time he entered his father's store at Pyrmont, Ohio, where he remained for
three years. At the end of that time, in September, 1895, n e moved to Eldorado, Ohio, and there learned the baker's trade, and for eight years was
engaged in the bakery and restaurant business. On June 7, 1897, n e w a s
appointed postmaster of Eldorado, under President McKinley, and served
in this capacity until October 1, 1914. Mr. Hamilton was with his brotherin-law, Jesse King, about three years in the operation of a general store, at
the end of which time he purchased his brother-in-law's interest in this store,
and has since conducted the store alone. He is now vice-president of the
Farmers Banking Company, of Eldorado, and one of the directors of that
bank.
Artie J. Hamilton was married to Flora King, of Pyrmont, Ohio, January 1, 1896, and to this union two children have been born, Ralph, born on
November 25, 1897,. and Harold, born on February 21, 1907, the latter of
whom is now taking a course in electrical engineering.
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Air. Hamilton is a member of the Knights of Pythias, having belonged
to that fraternal organization since 1895. He is a past chancellor and member of the grand lodge of this order. He is a stanch adherent of the Republican party, and is now president of the Eldorado board of education.
Air. Hamilton is a quiet, unassuming citizen and highly respected in Eldorado
and Alonroe township, where he has spent practically his whole life.

PROF. WALTER WAGGONER.
The life history of one who has lived an honorable and useful life and
obtained notable distinction cannot be repeated too often. Prof. Walter
Waggoner, although one of the most successful, as well as one of the bestknown educators of Preble county, is still a young man. His character not
only is marked by purity of purpose, but he is well disciplined in mind and
has maintained the vantage point from which life presents itself in correct
proportion. He has been guided by the highest principles of integrity and
honor, and is simple and unostentatious in his habits, tolerant in his point
of view and broad-minded in his judgments, his character being a positive
expression of a strong nature. His career has been a busy and useful one
and his name is respected by all those who have occasion to come into contact with him or who have knowledge of his life work. Professor Waggoner
has added dignity and honor to the educational profession in this section of
the state.
Prof. Walter Waggoner, superintendent of the Alonroe township, Eldorado and West Manchester schools, is a native of Alonroe township, Preble
county. Ohio, and was born on June 13, 1883. the son of William and Sarah
F. (Shiverdecker) Waggoner, both natives of Preble county, Ohio, the
former of whom was born southwest of West Alexandria. William Waggoner is a son of Silas and Magdalene (Voorhiss) Waggoner, the former a
native of Virginia. Silas Waggoner was twelve years old when he came
from Virginia to Ohio with his parents and was a resident of Preble county
the remainder of his life.
William Waggoner was reared in Preble county, Ohio, and married in
that county. Both he and his wife were educated in the common schools.
They were the parents of seven children, four of whom are living, Prof.
Walter, the subject of this sketch; Alary, the wife of John Schlotterbeck;
Ruth, a graduate of the common schools, spent two years in high school;
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Charles D., who was graduated from the common schools and spent one
year in the high school. Air. and Airs. William Waggoner are members of
the Evangelical church.
Professor Waggoner was reared on a farm and received his early education in the district schools, from which he was graduated with the class of
1898. He was later graduated from the high school at West Alanchester
in 1902. He has spent a year in Earlham College and has done special work
at Miami University at Oxford, Ohio. Professor Waggoner taught for
seven years in district schools and was principal of the high school at New
Paris for five years. He was later elected by the board of education as district superintendent of Monroe township, Eldorado and West Manchester, a
position which he still holds.
On January 29, 1905, Professor Waggoner was married to Elsie Alay
Imes, a graduate of the common schools, the daughter of Francis and Clara
J. (Witteman) Imes, both natives of Preble county. To this union two sons
and one daughter have been born, William H , who is nine years old; Ralph
E., who is seven, and Frances I., who is two.
Professor and Airs. Waggoner are devoted members of the Alethodist
Episcopal church at New Paris. Professor Waggoner was superintendent
of the Sunday school and treasurer of the church. He was also one of the
trustees of the church and likewise president of the Epworth League for two
years. Politically, he is a Democrat. Professor Waggoner is entitled to
rank as one of the worthy sons of Preble county, a young man who by dint
of his own labor, his own industry, foresight and judgment, has made unusual progress and for whom his friends could say even greater and better
things.

NATHAN CALDWELL SLOAN.
Among the families prominent in the affairs of Preble county, Ohio,
few possess greater historical interest than those founded by the heroes of
our early wars—those early settlers who fought so ably to secure the independence of the United States, and who after the war had been prosecuted
to a successful conclusion established new homes for themselves in the
wilderness. They were inured to hardship, familiar with the difficulties of
pioneer life and in every way qualified to meet and grapple with the many
obstacles which lie in the paths of the founders of any new community. One
of the families of Preble county which was founded by a veteran of the
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War of 1812, is the Sloan family, which has since gained considerable prominence, not only in the affairs of this county, but in the affairs of the nation
as well.
Nathan Caldwell Sloan, the subject of this sketch, was born in Morning
Sun, Israel township, Preble county, Ohio, March 25, 1854, a son of Dr.
Richard and Alary (Caldwell) Sloan. He is now the only representative
of the Sloan family living in Preble county, Ohio.
The first members of the Sloan family to come to Preble county were
Captain Richard and Airs. Alary (Johnson) Sloan, who migrated from the
Abbeville district, South Carolina, about 1803, and settled in Israel township,
Preble county, one and one-half miles north of Morning Sun, soon after
their arrival in Ohio. During the War of 1812, Richard Sloan raised a
company bearing his name, and served for some months along the Canadian
boundary in the warfare against the British and the Indians. Capt. Richard
Sloan died in 1849, a n c l >s buried in Hopewell cemetery. He and his wife
were charter members of the Hopewell United Presbyterian church. Capt.
Richard and Airs. Mary (Johnson) Sloan were the parents of five sons and
three daughters, all of whom, except one, also are buried in the Hopewell
cemetery. John and Nathan Sloan were farmers. John Sloan had no sons,
but he had one daughter, who became the wife of Jeremiah Rankin. She
died at Tarkio, Alissouri, some years ago, leaving two sons and a number of
grandchildren. Nathan Sloan had one son, William, who recently died in
Glendale, California, leaving one son, Arthur, a mining engineer, who lives
at Clifton, Arizona, and a daughter who resides at Glendale, California.
Elihu, the youngest child, became a distinguished lawyer, first in his adopted
state of Alississippi, and later in California, where he died in 1866. James
Sloan, another son, died in early life. Margaret, Alary and Elizabeth were
the three daughters born to Capt. Richard and Airs. Mary (Johnson) Sloan.
Dr. Richard Sloan, Jr., one of the five sons above mentioned, was born
in 1808. In his early manhood he and his brother, Elihu, were the neighborhood tailors. They attended night school and studied Latin and chemistry.
Dr. Richard Sloan was graduated from the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati in 1844, and practiced medicine as a skillful and faithful family physician in Morning Sun and vicinity for over forty years. He was born on
December 28, 1808, and was married to Mary Caldwell in 1845, one year
after he was graduated from the medical college. He was a devout and consistent elder in the United Presbyterian church for more than forty years.
Dr. Richard Sloan died on February 17, 1884. His wife, Mary Caldwell,
who was born on February 1, 1823, died on January 19, 1908. Alary
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(Caldwell) Sloan was the daughter of William Caldwell, a colonel in the
Revolutionary Army, and of Scotch-Irish ancestry, his parents probably having come from the north of Ireland. He, however, lived in North Carolina.
The union of Dr. Richard Sloan and Alary Caldwell was blessed by six
children: Jane E., born on July 4, 1846; Alary Cora, born on January 3,
1849; James A., born on Alay 6, 1851; Nathan, born on Alarch 25, 1854;
Richard E., born on June 22, 1857; John M., born on November 9. 1861.
Jane E. is the widow of the late Dr. J. W. Harris, and resides in San Francisco, California, where she has a daughter living, also a son, R. S. Harris,
who resides in Los Angeles, California. Doctor Harris died about 1905.
Alary Cora died in August, 1850. James A. died on Alay 6, 1871. Nathan
Caldwell is the subject of this sketch. Richard E. was for many years
associate justice of the supreme court of Arizona. He served as governor
of Arizona from 1909 to 1912, and was the first United States district judge
for Arizona. He now resides at Phoenix, Arizona, where he is a prominent
lawyer. Richard E. Sloan married Alary Brown and they have two daughters living, Eleanor and Alary Caldwell Sloan. John AI. Sloan, the last of
the six children born to Dr. Richard and Alary (Caldwell) Sloan, died on
December 4, 1887.
Although Dr. Richard and Alary (Caldwell) Sloan had a large family,
only one of their children or descendants is living in Ohio, Nathan Caldwell
Sloan, the subject of this sketch, being the sole representative of the Sloan
family remaining in Israel township, Preble county, Ohio. Nathan Caldwell
Sloan received his early education in the schools of Alorning Sun, Ohio, and
later attended the Morning Sun Academy. After completing his studies he
took up the vocation of a farmer, and has pursued that occupation all his
life. He now owns one hundred and seventy-four acres of splendid land in
section 27, within three-quarters of a mile of Morning Sun, Ohio. He also
owns a home in Alorning Sun in which he was born. In his farming Air.
Sloan specializes in the breeding and raising of high grade cattle and hogs.
Mr. Sloan has never married. In politics he is a strong supporter of
the Republican party, although he has never been a candidate for any office
of a political nature, having devoted his life to the management and direction of his farm.
In every respect Nathan Caldwell Sloan has fulfilled the promises of his
worthy ancestors, a grandfather who fought in the War of 1812, as the
captain of a company, a maternal great-grandfather who was a colonel in
the -Revolutionary Army, and even the promises of his father, the pioneer
physician, who during the Civil War was connected with the Ohio state
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militia, and who assisted in drilling the newly-enlisted soldiers of Morning
Sun, Ohio. Nathan Caldwell Sloan and his brother, Richard E. Sloan, have
also fulfilled the promises of wholesome, religious living established by their
worthy father, who was an influential member in the United Presbyterian
church at Hopewell and who later assisted in establishing a church of the
•same denomination at Alorning Sun.
In fact, the Sloan family has always been distinguished for its devotion
to the church, loyalty to the country, and faithfulness to duty in whatever
vocation of life the members of this family have engaged. Throughout his
long residence in Preble county, Nathan Caldwell Sloan has most ably upheld
the traditions of his family, a most notable one from the date when Capt.
Richard Sloan first came to Preble county down to the present time. Nathan
Caldwell Sloan is a substantial citizen in his community and is highly respected by all his neighbors and by all with whom he comes in contact.

DAVID L. FUDGE.
The greatest of the natural resources of Preble county is the soil and
naturally the real estate business is a substantial vocation in this county. In
the business affairs of Eaton and Preble county, no man occupies a higher
position or one of more importance among those who are conserving the commercial and industrial prosperity of Preble county, than David L. Fudge.
None occupies a higher standing among his associates than Mr. Fudge.
David L. Fudge was born in Alonroe township, Preble county, Ohio,
April 26, 1853, the son of James and Rosabel (Pence) Fudge, natives of
Virginia, who were the parents of seven children, five of whom lived to
maturity: James Harvey, who died in 1865; Mary Elizabeth, deceased,
who was the wife of Benjamin Richards; Thomas C , who died at the age of
seventeen; Oliver P., who died at the age of fifteen; Hulda Jane, deceased,
who married Bernard McGee; David L., the subject of this sketch, and Peter
AI., deceased. David L. Fudge is the only one of these now living.
James Fudge, the father of David L., was reared in Washington township, Preble county, Ohio, and throughout his life was a farmer and stock
raiser. He owned a farm of two hundred and fifty-four acres in Monroe
township. Mr. Fudge and three sons died within six weeks time of typhoid
fever, in 1864 and 1865. Mrs. Fudge died in 1884 at the age of sixty-five.
She was a member of the Lutheran church.
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The paternal grandparents of David L. Fudge were David and Elizabeth
(Hunter) Fudge, pioneer settlers of Preble county, who settled in the northern part of Washington township, at Bonta's Fork, where they both died.
David Fudge built a brick house, which is still standing. He had a large
family: Jacob, George, Daniel, James, John, Robert. Joseph, Thomas,
David and Catherine-, the latter of"whom married Daniel Pence. All of these
children lived to maturity.
The maternal grandparents of David L. Fudge were Peter and Elizabeth
(Harshman) Pence, natives of Luray Valley, Virginia. They were pioneers
in Monroe township, this county, their home being on the National road,
and both died at advanced ages. They had a large family, Reuben, Andrew
J., Job, Peter, Rosabel, Delilah, Barbara, Sarah, Jane and Elizabeth.
David L. Fudge was reared on his father's farm and attended the district schools. He lived at home until grown and then "huckstered" about
four years, at the same time looking after a small tract of land which he
owned. He then went into the stock business and continued in this business
for eighteen years; during which time he controlled two hundred and fifty
acres, part of which he owned. In 1901 he moved to Eaton and went into
the real estate and loan'business which he still continues. He sold and divided
his farm property but still owns a splendid tobacco farm, although a small
one, on North Barron street, close to the Eaton corporation line. He owns
a fine home in Eaton, at 115 East Somers street, and also owns other city
property. Air. Fudge is a stockholder in the Preble County National Bank
and does a large real estate business.
On October 4, 1874, David L. Fudge was married to Sarah Jane Young,
the daughter of Levi and Hulda (Barnhart) Young, to which union six
children were born, Tyler L., Laura Gennethe, Daisy Viola, Lilly May, Florence Elizabeth and Sylvia Azel. Tyler L. is a farmer and stock raiser in
'Washington township. He married Alinnie Kimmel and has two children,
Orley and Opal Bernice. Laura Gennethe married E. J. Ashman, of Dixon
township, and has two children, Priscilla May and Daisy Viola. Daisy
Viola married Elmer Kimmel, of Alonroe township, and has two children,
Willard F. and Goldie Jane. Lilly May married Henry Miller, of Alonroe
township, and has one child, Anna Marie. Florence Elizabeth died at the
age of nine months and twenty days. Sylvia Azel died at the age of eleven
years.
Mrs. Fudge was born in Washington township, Preble county, Ohio,
August 6, 1854. Her parents were natives of Ohio. Her father died in
1883, a t the age of sixty, white her mother is still living at the age of eighty-
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eight. They were the parents of eleven children, Ephriam, Alary Ann
Andrew, Sylvester, Sarah Jane, Catherine Kuntz, Henry M., Laura, Ella,
Thurman and Caroline Elizabeth, the latter of whom died in infancy.
The paternal grandparents of Airs. Fudge were Adam Young and wife.
Their children were Henry, Eli, Alkana, Sarah and others. The maternal
grandparents of Airs. Fudge were David Barnhart and wife, he dying at the
age of ninety-two years. Their children were Hiram, John, Andrew, David,
Samuel. Catherine and Hulda.
Air. Fudge is a member of Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias.
He also belonged to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows for thirty-three
years. He and his wife are members of the Pythian Sisters and he belongs
to the Orientals. Air. and Mrs. Fudge are members of the First Christian
church at Eaton and Air. Fudge is a trustee of that denomination. Air.
Fudge is a Democrat, but he has never held office, preferring to discharge
his duties as a citizen in a private rather than in a public capacity. Air. and
Airs. Fudge are held in high esteem in Eaton and Preble county and are
widely popular.

CRITTENDEN A. HAWLEY, AI. D.
Among those who stand out as distinguished types of the world's workers is Dr. C. A. Hawley, who is one of the able and honored physicians and
surgeons of Preble county, Ohio. A man of fine intellectual and professional
attainments, of most gracious personality, of strong and noble character, and
one who has labored with zeal and devotion for the alleviation of human suffering. Doctor Hawley is clearly entitled to representation among the progressive and enterprising citizens of Preble county. He is devoted to his
chosen vocation and has lent honor and dignity to the medical profession. In
• all his relations Doctor Hawley has maintained a due regard for the high
standard of professional ethics characteristic of his profession, and from the
beginning of his practice, has exhibited marked skill in the treatment of
diseases.
Dr. Crittenden A. Hawley, a physician and surgeon of New Paris, Ohio,
was born in Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, October 10, 1855, a
son of Albert and Maria E. (Watts) Hawley, the former a native of Warren
county, Ohio, and the latter a native of Jefferson township, Preble county,
Ohio.
Albert Hawley was a son of Joel Hawley, who was born in Connecticut,
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and settled in Warren county, Ohio, where he lived until his death. Albert
Hawley was twenty years of age when he came to Preble county. Here he
married Alaria E. Watts, and lived in this county the remainder of his life.
He was a graduate of the Aliami Medical College of Cincinnati, Ohio, and
located at Gettysburg, Preble county, Ohio, where he practiced medicine for
fifty years. He had two brothers, Dr. Andrew and Dr. Franklin Hawley,
who also were physicians and surgeons in Preble county. Dr. Albert Hawley
was one of the pioneer physicians and rode a horse on trips to his patients
in the early years of his practice. He began the practice of his profession
about 1842, and was successful from the beginning. Dr. Albert Hawley
was born in January, 1822, and died on October 15, 1913. His wife, who
was born in 1833, died in 1891. Dr. Albert Hawley and wife were the
parents of five children, three of whom are still living: Dr. C. A., the
immediate subject of this sketch;. Mary E., the wife of B. F. Werley, of this
county, and William A., a farmer of Jefferson township. Harvey A. C.
Hawley died in 1890 and James G. Hawley died in 1914.
Doctor Hawley was reared in the village of Gettysburg, Jefferson township, and received his early education in the district schools. He afterwards
attended the normal school at Ada, Ohio, and became a teacher in I'reble
county. He taught ten terms in the district schools. Subsequently he entered
the Miami Aledical College at Cincinnati, Ohio, and beginning this course
in the fall of 1888, he earned the money with which to defray his expenses,
and was graduated with the class of 1891, receiving the degree of Doctor of
Medicine. He immediately began the active practice of his profession at
Gettysburg, this county, and continued in the practice there until 1903,
when he moved to New Paris, where he has since been actively engaged in
the medical practice.
Doctor Hawley was first married to Carrie J. Spacht, who was born
and reared in Preble county, and to this union was born one daughter,
Hazel, who was graduated from the New Paris high school and attended
Oxford Seminary for one year. She is the wife of Albert J. Hawley, and
lives in this county. Subsequently Doctor Hawley married Lizzie P. Reid,
and to this marriage three children have been born: Albert R., a graduate
of the New Paris High School and of the Richmond Business College; Gertrude, a graduate of the New Paris High School, who also spent one year
at Earlham College, where she was devoted to the study of music, and
Scott A., a student in the public schools of New Paris.
Doctor Hawley has other interests besides his profession. His son,
Scott, is an extensive breeder of Silver-laced Wyandotte chickens, as well
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as Rose-comb Black Alinorcas, and has won many prizes at county fairs
and poultry shows for his fine birds.
Doctor Hawley is a member of the Preble County Aledical Society, the
Ohio State Aledical Association, and the American Aledical Association.
For a number of years he, served as secretary ~of the Preble County Medical
Society. He is medical examiner for the New York Life Insurance Company; for the Cincinnati Mutual Life Insurance Company, and for the Modern Woodmen of America. Fraternally, Doctor Hawley is a member of
Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias, at New Paris, and New
Paris Lodge No. 304, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, as well as of the
Modern Woodmen of America. Politically, he is a Republican and served
as county coroner of Preble county for two terms, a period of eight years,
a position which he filled with painstaking efficiency. Doctor Hawley is at
the present time both township and city health officer. He is a member of
the Alethodist Episcopal church, and a member of the official board of the
local congregation at New Paris. Not only has Doctor Hawley prospered
in a professional way, but he has been enabled to acquire and accumulate a
substantial competence. He is a rather heavy stockholder in the-First National Bank of New Paris and for the past six years has been president of
this bank, and has other property interests. He is a man well known among
men and popular with all classes. From his boyhood days Doctor Hawley
has been able to draw to him scores of admirers, who are attached to him
because of his genial personality and his upright, honorable life.

BENJAMIN F. EARHART.
The careers of self-made and successful men abound in lessons from
which those of the rising generation can well take a large degree Of profit.
It is by no means an easy task to describe within the limits of a review such
as this a man who has led an active and eminently useful life and who has,
through his own individual exertions, reached a position of honor in the
calling with which his interests are closely allied. However, biography finds
justification in the tracing and recording of the salient facts of such a life
history, inasmuch as the public claims a certain proprietary interest in the
career of every individual and the time invariably arrives when it becomes
proper to give such a career the proper publicity. It is a matter of considerable pleasure to inscribe the biography of Benjamin F. Earhart, a prominent
farfner of Preble county, Ohio, who, from a humble beginning, has risen
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to achievements which are remarkable. From a young man with no capital
other than industry and thrift he has risen to the ownership of a great farm
and is now enjoying the fruits of his labors at his home, which he has appropriately named "Fair Acres."
Benjamin F. Earhart was born in Butler county, Ohio, August 21, 1863,
a son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Search) Earhart, the former of whom
Was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and the latter in Ohio. The
elder Benjamin Earhart was a shoemaker by trade and moved to Butler
county, Ohio, when he was a boy. He followed his trade of shoemaking for
a time, but later took up farming, a calling in which he was engaged until
the time of his death, which occurred about 1907. His wife died in 1905.
To Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Earhart, Sr., thirteen children were born,
six of whom died in childhood. The seven who are living are: H. S. Earhart, who lives in Oxford, Butler county, Ohio; Alary, the wife of William
Booth, living in Rush county, Indiana; Laura, the wife of Aaron Ridenour,
who lives in College Corners, Butler county; Catherine, the wife of Isaac
Smith, who lives in Union county, Indiana; Emma, the widow of James
Shera, who died a number of years ago; Mrs. Shera now lives at College
Corners; Benjamin F. is the subject of this sketch; Rosa is the wife of
William Falk, and lives in Butter county.
Benjamin F. Earhart received a common-school education and afterward
took up the calling of agriculture. On February 11, 1886, he married Bertha
L. Kendall, a daughter of Richard and Alary E. (Creager) Kendall, both
of whom were natives of Butler county, Ohio. Air. Kendall was a carpenter,
a vocation which he followed throughout his life. He died about 1911.
Mrs. Kendall makes her home with Mr. and Airs. Earhart.
Seven children, all of whom are living, have been born to Benjamin and
Bertha L. (Kendall) Earhart, as follow: Elsie, the wife of Fred Bishop, of
Bradford, Ohio; Grace, the wife of Alurray Bake, now living at College
Corners, where Mr. Bake conducts a general store; William and Emma,
twins, living at home; Murray, who is attending high school at College Corners; Mabel, who is attending high school at College Corners, and Gladys,
who is still attending the district school.
Air. Earhart commenced his career by working "on thirds" and operated
a farm under that system for a year. He then rented a farm, which he
occupied for a period of six years. By that time he had succeeded in saving
sufficient money to enable him to become a landholder in his own right.
His first farm was one of eighty acres, to which he later added another farm
of eightv acres adjoining, and later still, another, also of eighty acres, thus
(42)
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gaining a farm of two hundred and forty acres of fine Preble county land.
He improved the farm and built a modern house on it, also building a fine
barn.
In 1913 Air. Earhart bought one hundred acres of well-improved land
near Alorning Sun, and in August, 1914, he bought one hundred and sixtyfive acres of improved farm land in section 32, the last farm bearing the name
of "Alaple Row." Air. Earhart operates his farms in conjunction and
specializes in raising high-grade live stock. He also carries on an extensive
"feeding" business, purchasing cattle in car-load lots and feeding them, and
later shipping them to the markets and packing houses. His home farm,
know as "Fair Acres," is situated in section 30, about two and one-half
miles northeast of College Corners, Preble county. This farm is kept in a
high state of cultivation and improvement and is ranked among the best farms
of Preble county.
Air. Earhart is a supporter of the Democratic party and has been active
in the political affairs of his township and county. He is now serving as
township trustee of Israel township and is conducting the affairs of his office
with great success. Air. Earhart and the members of his family are affiliated
with the Methodist Episcopal church and are active in all church affairs.
Air. Earhart has attained to a prominent place as a farmer and publicspirited citizen of the county, largely because he has never neglected an opportunity to identify himself with all those influences which tend to make a
better community. His interest in public affairs and the honest methods which
he has always pursued have naturally won for him the esteem of a large
circle of friends and acquaintances.

E V E R E T T O. REID.
An enumeration of those men of the past generation who have won
recognition for themselves and at the same time have honored the locality
to which they belong would be incomplete were there failure to make specific
mention of Everett O. Reid, a farmer living on Rural Route No. 1, out of
New Paris, Ohio. The qualities which have made him one of the prominent
and successful farmers of Preble county have also won for him the esteem
of his fellow citizens. His career has been one of well-directed effort, of
strong determination and honorable methods.
Everett O. Reid was born in Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio,.

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

659

July 1, 1885, the son of Addie L. and Jennie (Roberts) Reid, the former of
whom is a native of Preble county, born in March. 1852. and the latter a
native of Wayne county, Indiana. Air. and Airs. Addie L. Reid are living
retired at Richmond, Indiana. They are the parents of three children : Goldie,
the wife of Albert Daugherty; William, a resident of Richmond, Indiana,
and Everett, O., with whom this narrative deals.
Everett O. Reid was reared on a farm in Jefferson township, this
county, and was educated in the school of district No. 3, of that township.
H e was a student for one term at the New Paris high school. After his
marriage Air. Reid settled down to farming and has made a remarkable
success in this vocation. H e is an extensive breeder of thoroughbred DurocJersey hogs and good grades of all other kinds of stock. Air. Reid has received many premiums upon his Percheron horses. He farms two hundred
and forty acres of land in Preble county, and owns a home in Richmond,
Indiana.
On November 17, 1905, Everett O. Reid was married to Susan Wesler,
who was born in Wayne county, Indiana, and who attended the district
schools of that county. To this union have been born three children: Olive,
born in August. 1906; Laurene, born in October, 1907, and Ralph, born in
January, 1909.
Air. and Mrs. Reid are active members of the United Brethren church
at Pleasant Hill, and the family are also active in the Sunday school. Air.
Reid is one of the leading members of the Whitewater Valley Grange. He
is a progressive, up-to-date farmer and an honorable citizen, who is respected
by his neighbors and honored by all who know him.

WILLIAM GEEDING.
William Geeding, a farmer and thresherman of Jackson township,
Preble county, Ohio, is a native-born Buckeye and justly deserves the title
of self-made man, having worked his way unaided to an honorable position
among the citizens of his community. No man in Jackson township enjoys
a higher degree of genuine esteem and confidence than Mr. Geeding.
William Geeding was born in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio,
November 22, 1870, the son of Jacob and Catherine (Glaze) Geeding, who
were married on October 3, 1868. His father was born in Montgomery
county, this state, and his mother was born on July 2, 1852, in this county,
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the daughter of John and Sarah Glaze. Jacob Geeding enlisted in an Ohio
volunteer regiment and served one hundred days during the Civil War. He
and his wife were the parents of two sons, William, who is the subject of
this sketch, and Ervin, who married Cora Furry and lives in Gratis township, this county.
William Geeding was reared on a farm in Gratis township and lived
there until the spring of 1901, in which year he moved to Dixon township.
In 1905 he moved to Jackson township and in 1908 bought sixty-five acres
one mile south of Campbellstown. For the past nine years he has been a
farmer and thresherman. In 1915 Air. Geeding purchased a farm of seventy-two and one-half acres lying just west of his residence.
Air. Geeding was married December 6, 1893, to Cora Nicodemus, who
was born in Preble county, Ohio, and to this union three children were
born: Charles E., who is a graduate of the Jackson township high school
and still at home; Orpha, who also is a graduate of the Jackson township
high school, and Roy, born in February, 1901, who is now a student in the
common schools.
Air. and Mrs. Geeding are members of the Christian church and active
in the work of this denomination. Mr. Geeding also is a member of the
detective association of Jackson township and is an ardent Republican. He
has served as constable of Dixon township and performed the duties of that
office in a creditable manner.

JOHN AI. YOST.
To the wanderer in. a strange region the word "home" has a great attraction. Home is undoubtedly the dearest place on earth to men. Those
men who love and respect their homes are likely to be the best citizens. Being kind husbands and fathers, they realize that any influence harmful to the
community is harmful to that unit of society, the home.
A home-lover and a public-spirited man is John M. Yost, who was
born in Lanier township, Preble county, November 26, 1877, the son of
Enoch W. and Anna (Bursher) Yost, who were the parents also of Albert
Yost, a successful farmer of Washington township, and Everett, a commonschool graduate and also a farmer of Washington township.
Enoch W. Yost was born in this county on January 1, 1844, and died
March 3, 1902. His widow still lives, residing in Eaton. E. W. Yost was
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the son of John and Alary (Rinehart) Yost, the former of whom was the
son of John Yost, who was born in Virginia and came to Preble county
when a young man, spending the rest of his life on a farm south of Eaton.
John M. Yost's father and grandfather were reared in Preble county.
The youth of John M. Yost was spent on the home farm in Washington township. During the winter months he attended the public schools and
was graduated from the Eaton high school when he was nineteen years of
age. Then he began teaching in the Eaton schools and was principal of one
school for twelve years. In the spring of 1914 he resigned, because of eye
trouble, and moved on to his farm in Dixon township, where he now lives.
A specialist in the breeding of Jersey cattle, Air. Yost has a splendid
herd of these cattle, the herd being headed by the high-grade "Fancy's Owl."
On August 2, 1906, Mr. Yost married Ada Brower, the daughter of
S. A. and Emma Brower, the former of whom died in 1901. Ada (Brower) Yost received a common school education, which she has supplemented
by individual study and observation. To the union of Mr. Yost and Ada
Brower one child has been born, James K , born on August 19, 1908.
Mr. Yost is a Democrat, but he is not an office seeker, and has never
held office. He is a quiet, unassuming man and an honorable citizen, who
holds the welfare of his county, state and nation close to his heart.

SAMUEL M. PAXTON.
Alany of the families of Preble county, Ohio, have descended directly
from antecedents who were prominent, or who, at least, were citizens of
this county, during the days when the foundations of the nation were being
laid. It is far from uncommon in this county to find residents whose ancestors were pioneers in one or another of the original thirteen states. Of
these, Samuel M. Paxton, of Israel township, Preble county, is an excellent
example, his ancestors, no farther back than his grandfather, having been
pioneers of the Old Dominion state, and having migrated by stages of varying length until the Paxton family now finds itself solidly represented among
the leading citizens of Preble county.
Samuel M. Paxton was born in Israel township, Preble county, Ohio,
July 29, 1861, a son of Jonathan and Elizabeth (AIcQueston) Paxton. Jonathan Paxton, Jr., the father of the subject of this sketch, was the son of
Jonathan Paxton, Sr., who was born in Rockbridge county, Virginia, in
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1778. His wife, Agnes (Gilmore) Paxjon, was also born in Rockbridge
county, Virginia, the year of her birth having been 1783. Both Jonathan
Paxton, Sr., and his wife died in the year 1852. In 1817 Jonathan Paxton,
Sr., and his wife migrated to Franklin county, Ohio, and, in the following
year, to Preble county, where they settled in section 20 of Israel township,
at which point they spent the remainder of their days. They had seventeen
children, all of whom lived to become parents of families.
Jonathan Paxton. Jr., was born in Israel township, Preble county, Ohio,
in 1819, and died there in 1902, after having spent his life in the pursuit
of farming. In 1852 he married Elizabeth Jane AIcQueston, who was born
in 1831, and who died in 1879. Mr. and Airs. Paxton were the parents of
five children: Dellie J., who lives in Bloomington, Indiana; Edward, who
died at the age of twenty; Samuel AI., the subject of this sketch; Nannie
G., deceased, and Alary S., who is a teacher of mathematics in the Bloomington, Indiana, high school.
Samuel M. Paxton was born in Israel township, Preble county, July 29,
1861. He received a common school education and, on November 26, 1890,
married Alargaret E. Hays, a daughter of William R. and Elizabeth (Marshall) Hays, the genealogy of whose family is set out in the sketch of William C. Fisher, presented- elsewhere in this volume.
After his marriage Air. Paxton moved to Union county, Indiana, where
he rented a farm, which he operated for four years. , He then returned to
his father's farm in Israel township, which he rented for four years, at the
end of which time he bought a farm of one hundred and twenty acres, in
section 36 of Israel township. Air. Paxton has greatly improved the farm
since he became its owner, and has devoted it to the raising of high-grade
Short-horn cattle. He recently built on it a fine modern residence, in which
his family now lives.
Three children have been born to Mr. and Airs. Paxton: Annie E.,
born on January 9, 1893, who, after being graduated from the Alorning
Sun high school, attended Miami University during one term, and who also
spent one term at Indiana University, at Bloomington, Indiana; Harold H.,
born on December 30, 1904, who was graduated from Morning Sun high
school, and who later became a student at Muskingum College, and, still
later, at Winona Agricultural College, and Robert H., born on March 8,
1907, who is at present attending high school at Morning Sun.
The family are all loyal members of the Alorning Sun United Presbyterian church, and hold prominent places in its activities. Mr. Paxton has
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supported the prohibition movement for almost twenty years, but politically
he is now identified with the Progressive party.
Air. Paxton's career is a splendid example of the achievements of the
pioneer families of this country. His perseverance and industry from the
days when he started life independently, up through his period as a "renter,"
and later as a landowner, formed the fundamental factors on which he built
his success. It is certain that no citizen of the county is more justly entitled
to a place in the pages of this history than Mr. Paxton.

D A V I D F. R E I N H E I A I E R
Among the representative men of Preble county. Ohio, tliere is no one
who occupies a more highly-respected position than does David F. Reinheimer.
As a self-made man he is a splendid example of what can be accomplished
by foresight, by hard, conscientious work and strict attention to business.
F o r many years Air. Reinheimer was a successful blacksmith, and while
working at this trade, he foresaw the chances for large profit in working the
old stone quarry at New Paris, and is now the head of a corporation which
does an enormous business in Ohio and Indiana, and which employs a great
many men, being today one of the most thriving industries of Preble county.
David F. Reinheimer was born in New Paris, Ohio, Alarch 25, 1857.
H e was reared in his native village and was educated in the public schools of
that place. H e was .a blacksmith during his early life, but finally purchased
the old stone quarry at New Paris, and went to work at building up a business in stone products. Air. Reinheimer was associated with his brother.
C. L. Reinheimer, in founding this large industry in 1898, and the company
is now incorporated, with David F. Reinheimer as president; C. L. Reinheimer, secretary, and W. C. and E. L. Reinheimer, as well as Airs. D. F .
and Airs. C. L. Reinheimer, as stockholders. It is one of the largest enterprises in Preble county, the company shipping many car loads of crushed
stone to eastern Indiana and to southwestern Ohio. This large industry is
an illustration of what may be accomplished from small beginnings. The
company now employs about thirty men, and has just installed electrical
machinery for quarrying the stone.
When Air. Reinheimer was twenty-three years of age he was married
t o Florence Bunch, of Richmond. Indiana, who was born in August, i860,
and was educated in the schools of Union City, Indiana, and Dayton, Ohio,
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receiving an excellent education. To this union have been born two sons
and three daughters: W. C, a representative of the Ohio Crushed Stone
Company, is a pike contractor; Russell G, a clerk in a grocery in New Paris,
both of whom are graduates of the New Paris high school and the Richmond
(Indiana) Business College, and Lois, who is twelve years of age. Ruby A.
and Freda are deceased.
Mr. and Airs. Reinheimer are members of the Christian church and Mrs.
Reinheimer is a member of the various societies of the church. Fraternally,
Air. Reinheimer is a member of Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias,
while his wife belongs to the Pythian Sisters, having passed the chairs in that
order, and is a member of the grand lodge. Mr. Reinheimer is a stanch adherent of the Republican party and has always been active in the councils of
his party, but has never aspired to office. The Reinheimer family are highly
respected citizens of Preble county, and especially well known in Jefferson
township, where they live.

ALBERT H. CHRISTAIAN.
Nothing stimulates a man to deeds of merit or an upright life more than
the recollections and memories of worthy parents who are gone from this
earth. Albert H. Christman, dealer in hardware, implements and harness
at Eaton, Ohio, is a worthy son of' the late Daniel J. Christman. In the
business affairs of Eaton, Albert H. Christman occupies a position of importance among those who are promoting the commercial and industrial
prestige of this community.
Albert H. Christman was born in Washington township, Preble county,
Ohio, July 18, 1870, the son of Daniel J. and Louisa (DeGroot) Christman,
natives of Preble county, who had two children, Edgar AI. and Albert H.
Daniel J. Christman was reared in Preble county and was a farmer all
of his life. He owned two farms in Washington township, containing two
hundred and seventy-three acres, which he greatly improved. He moved to
Eaton in 1904 and died there in 1905 at the age of seventy-one. His wife
still survives and is now seventy-one. He and his wife were active members
of the Methodist Episcopal church, he being an officer in the church. He
was infirmary director for a number of years and was on the children's home
board when it was organized, remaining a member of this board until his
death. Daniel J. Christman was interested in all public movements and gave
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much of his time and liberally of his means toward relieving the distress of
the widows and orphans. Preble county lost a valuable citizen and an upright, worthy man in his death.
The paternal grandparents of Albert H. Christman were Solomon and
Elizabeth (Shuey) Christman, natives of Pennsylvania and Maryland, respectively. They were pioneers in Preble county, Ohio, and followed the
occupation of farming. Solomon Christman came to Preble county about
1802, bought land, cleared and improved it. He and his wife died on the
home farm when about seventy-eight years of age. They had six children.
Rosanna, Elizabeth, Eliza, Daniel J.. John and Henry C. The maternal
grandparents of Albert H. Christman were Robert and Nancy (Babbitt)
DeGroot, natives of Alaryland and early settlers in Preble county, Ohio,
where they lived the rest of their days, he being about ninety years of age at
the time of his death. They had four children. Abraham, Amzie. Louisa and
Elizabeth, the latter now being ninetv-one vears old.
Albert H. Christman was reared on his father's farm and attended the
district schools and the Eaton public schools. He lived at home until he
was grown and then farmed for his father until 1904, in which year he
bought an interest in the implement store of Schertz & Alexander, the firm
being Schertz, Alexander & Christman until 1906, when Mr. Christman and
Air. Alexander bought Schertz out, the firm then becoming Alexander &
Christman. In 1908 Air. Alexander sold out and since that time Mr. Christman has operated the business alone. In 1911 he added hardware to his
business. He has a large store and has done a flourishing business from the
beginning.
Air. Christman was married on December 3, 1904, to Bertha Niswander,
the daughter of Isaac and Mary E. (Baker) Niswander, to which union three
children have been born, Edith L., Joseph N. and James D.
Airs. Christman was born in Preble county, Ohio, her parents coming
from Virginia and settling in Washington township during the Civil War.
Her mother died on September 7, 1892, and her father died in 1910 at the
age of eighty. They had nine children, Benjamin F., Isaac N., John M.,
Elmer E., David H., Laura B., Emma B., Eva and Bertha.
Mr. and Mrs. Christman are members of the Alethodist Episcopal church
and for many years have been active in religious works in Eaton. Air.
Christman is a member of the official board of the church. Politically, he
is a Republican and although ardent in his political faith he is serving his
city in a wider capacity than that of a strictly party office. He is now president of the board of education of Eaton, and was a school director in the
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country before moving to Eaton. Fraternally, he is a member of Bolivar
Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Alasons. Air. Christman is truly one of
the representative citizens of Eaton and Preble county, a man of wide vision
and faithful in all the affairs of life.

J O S E P H O. AIcPHERSON.
Agriculture has been the source of man's dominion on earth ever since
the primal existence of labor. It has been the pivotal industry, and has controlled for the most part all fields of action to which man's intelligence and
energy have been devoted. Among the farmers of Preble county whose labors have profited themselves and the community in which they live, is
James O. AlcPherson. In view of the consistent life lived by Air. AlcPherson, all of which has been passed in Preble county, with the exception of
two years, it is particularly fitting that a brief story of his life's career be
included in this volume.
Joseph O. AlcPherson, the proprietor of "Sunset Hill Farm," consisting of one hundred acres of fine land situated one mile south of New Paris,
Ohio, was born in Wayne county, Indiana, February 26, 1858, a son of
George W. and Alary A. (AIcDonald) AlcPherson, both natives of Pennsylvania, the former of Chester county and the latter of Allegheny county.
George W. AlcPherson and Alary AIcDonald were married in Wayne county,
Indiana, and after their marriage settled on a farm in that county. In i860
they moved to Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, and there they lived
the remainder of their lives, Mr. McPherson's death occurring in 1908, his
wife having preceded him to the grave in 1891. They were the parents of
six sons and five daughters: William A., a resident of Aliamisburg, Ohio;
Jennie, the wife of Samuel Kessler, of New Paris, Ohio; Oliver, who died
in 1884; Ella, the wife of B. F. Kemp, of New Paris; Charles, a resident
of Liberty, Ohio, who conducts a blacksmith shop in that town; Catherine,
the widow of Alexander Whitaker; Joseph O., the immediate subject of this
sketch; Nathan J., a resident of Richmond, Indiana; Lillie, the widow of
E. L. Thomas, who lives in Toledo, Ohio; John L., a resident of Muncie,
Indiana, and Mellie,.the wife of David Graham, of Dayton, Ohio.
Joseph O. McPherson was about two years old when he was brought
to Preble county, Ohio, by his parents. He was reared on the farm and educated in the district schools of the neighborhood. When he was old enough
he took up farming and has continued in this vocation all his life.
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Air. AlcPherson was married on December 24. 1885. to Alarv E. Trucks,
who was born in Brown county, Indiana, a daughter of William and Diana
(Carter) Trucks, of Hendricks county, Indiana, who subsequently moved
to Blackford county, Indiana, where Air. Trucks followed the trade of a
blacksmith. He also worked at this trade in Camden, in Jay county. Mrs.
AlcPherson came to Preble county in 1880. Her father died on March 31,
1904, and her mother died on Alarch 21, 1906.
To Air. and Airs. Joseph O. McPherson were born three children, two
of whom are now living: Harry R.. a graduate of the New Paris high
school, and aftenvards a student at Earlham College, is editor of the Eldorado Bee. He married Elsie Commons, a daughter of E. E. Commons, and
they have one daughter, Alarion V., born on April 16, 1914. Paul J., the
second son of Air. and Airs. AlcPherson, also is a graduate of the New
Paris high school, and is now a student of Ohio University, at Columbus,
Ohio, and will be graduated in 1917.
Politically, Mr. AlcPherson is a Republican, but he is a quiet, unassuming man, and has never taken an active part in political affairs. Mrs. McPherson is a member of the Christian church, at New Paris, Ohio. The
AlcPherson family are prominent citizens in Jefferson township, where they
live, and leaders in all things which have to do with the betterment of the
community.

DR. E. E. BEVINGTON.
Very few professions have accomplished during the last half century,
the same progress and development as that of the medical profession. The
man of original thought and action whose text book is merely the basis of his
work has always moved forward and taken the advantage of new discoveries
in science, discoveries which look toward better methods and sure means of
reaching the desired end. A man who was exceptionally well trained for
his profession and has kept in the front ranks of modern investigation and
discovery, is Dr. E. E. Bevington. of New Paris, Ohio. Doctor Bevington
not only ranks among the leading members of his profession in Jefferson
township, but he is also a man of broad culture and mentality. He has
always been actuated by the highest motives and to the practice of his profession he has brought rare skill and resource. His quick perception and
intuitive judgment have enabled him to make correct diagnosis necessary to
the proper treatment of disease. He always has been a close student of
medical science and has kept in touch with the marvelous development of
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this profession during the last decade. Because of his high attainments and
exalted personal character, he is eminently entitled to representation in a
work of this character.
Dr. E. E. Bevington, physician, of New Paris, Ohio, was born in Crawford county, Ohio, July 15, 1878, a son of Dr. H. S. and Miriam A. (Ebert)
Bevington, the latter the third wife of Dr. H. S. Bevington. Doctor Bevington was Airs. Bevington's second husband. She was a daughter of Dr.
Philip Ebert, a Pennsylvania physician, who came to Ohio, locating near
North Robinson, in Crawford county. He lived on a farm after locating near
Ohio and from his residence there practiced his profession. Later in life he
dropped out of the active practice of medicine and engaged in farming and
was a prosperous and enterprising farmer.
Dr. H. S. Bevington was graduated from the medical college of the
University of Alichigan, with the class of 1858. After graduation, he practiced his profession in Defiance county, Ohio, for one year and then went to
Crawford county, locating at De Kalb. At the breaking out of the Civil
War, he enlisted in the service and later became captain of Company H, One
Hundred and Twenty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was
made a prisoner and confined in Libby prison for ten months. At the close
of the war, after serving nearly four years, he took up the practice of medicine at Sulphur Springs, Ohio, in Crawford county, and practiced there until
his death in 1899. Throughout his life, Dr. H. S. Bevington was active in
local politics and served his community efficiently as township treasurer. He
and his wife were the parents of two children, Dr. E. E., the subject of this
sketch; and Rebecca M., a graduate of the high school and now a student in
the Crawford county hospital in training for the profession of a nurse.
Dr. E. E. Bevington was educated in the public and high schools and
was graduated from the Sulphur Springs high school in 1895. After his
graduation, he entered the Starling Medical College at Columbus, Ohio, now
the medical department of Ohio State University, and after a complete four
years' course, was graduated with the class of 1901, with the degree of
Doctor of Medicine. After his graduation, Doctor Bevington located at
Sulphur Springs, Ohio, and remained there five years. He moved to New
Paris, Ohio, in 1906, and has practiced there since that date.
On June 5, 1901, Doctor Bevington was married to Anna Charlton, the
daughter of A. B. Charlton, of Crawford county, Ohio. Mrs. Bevington's
father was a prosperous farmer and Mrs. Bevington taught in the public
schools of Crawford county. One daughter, Vera, born March 18, 1902, is
the only child of this union. She is a student in the public schools.
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Doctor Bevington is a member of the Darke County Medical Society,
the Ohio State Aledical Association and the American Medical Association,
and is also a member of the Union District Aledical Society, and is examiner
for several life insurance companies. Doctor Bevington has come from a
line of physicians on both sides of his family. His father was a physician
and his mother's father, or his maternal grandfather, was also a successful
physician. Religiously, Doctor and Airs. Bevington are members of the
Presbyterian church. Fraternally, Doctor Bevington is a member of Fellowship Lodge No. 106, Free and Accepted Alasons, and New Paris Lodge, No.
303, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Politically, Doctor Bevington is a
Republican, although he has never been especially active in political affairs.
First and foremost, Doctor Bevington is a physician, but he is also a nobleminded, honorable and public-spirited citizen, a man to whom his neighbors
gladly look for counsel, professional and otherwise. His success is due partially to his splendid professional attainments and partially to his upright
personal character.

HARRY D. COLLINS.
The advance of the automobile has created an ever-increasing demand
for skilled mechanics. One of the men who has profited largely by the advance of power-driven vehicles, and who himself is a skilled mechanic, is
Harry D. Collins, of New Paris, Ohio, who has been a successful mechanic
for many years.
Harry D. Collins was born at Bethany, Ohio, September 18, 1880, a
son of C. W. and Margaret (Taylor) Collins. C. W. Collins was born in
Clermont county, Ohio, and at an early age learned the blacksmith trade.
He married in Butler county, Ohio, and after his marriage settled in Pisgah,
Ohio, where he was engaged at his trade for a short time. Subsequently he
located at New Madison, Darke county, Ohio, and is there still engaged in
his trade. His wife died in 1886. To this worthy couple were born six
children, five of whom are living: Alary A., the wife of C. O. Clement, of
Chicago, Illinois; Elizabeth, a graduate of the New Paris high school, is the
wife of W. A. Thomas, of Ithaca, Ohio; Catherine, a graduate of the high
school, is the wife of C O. Kessler, of Richmond, Indiana; Harry D., the
subject of this sketch; Florence, unmarried, lives in California.
Harry D. Collins was reared at New Madison, Ohio, and attended the
public schools of this town. He was graduated from the New Madison high
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school, with the class of 1898. and after his graduation engaged in business
with his father under the firm name of C. W. Collins & Son. He remained
with his father seven years, when he disposed of his interests in the business
and. in 1907. located in New Paris. Air. Collins bought a shop there, going
in debt for most of his equipment. He now owns a fine building, fifty by
seventy feet, and 'a garage is operated in connection with his machine shop
and blacksmith shop. Air. Collins also owns the dwelling in which he lives,
and all of this lie has made by his own efforts.
Harry D. Collins was married on November 17. 1900. to Cora E. Roberts, who was born at New Aladison. Ohio, the daughter of Roscoe and
Alargaret Roberts, and to this union have been born five children, Claude,
Violet, Sherman. Doris and Aliriam.
The Collins family are members of the Universalist church at New
Madison, Ohio. Mr. Collins belongs to Fellowship Lodge No. 106. Free and
Accepted Alasons, and is a past master in this lodge. He is also a member
of Eaton Chapter No. 22. Royal Arch Alasons. and of Alatchett's Council No.
91. Royal and Select Alasters. at Greenville. Ohio, as well as a member of
Lodge No. 546, Knights of Pythias, at New Aladison. Air. Collins is a
Democrat, and has exercised a wide influence in local politics. He has served
as a member of the town council and is now an efficient and capable member
of the school board of his town. Mr. Collins is an honorable, upright citizen,
and in every respect entitled to the esteem of the community where he lives
and which he enjovs to the fullest extent.

HORACE G. BLOOAI.
The character of a community is determined in a large measure by the
lives of a very few of its members. If its moral and intellectual status is
high, if it is a socially pleasant place in which to live, if the reputations of
its citizens have extended into other localities, it very likely is true that the
standard set by its leading men has been high. In placing the late Horace
G. Bloom in the front ranks of the citizens of Preble county, justice is rendered, not only to the memory of Mr. Bloom, but to his widow and family.
Preble county was long honored by the citizenship of this distinguished man.
Although quiet and unassuming throughout his life and not possessed of
those great ambitions for public positions of leadership, he contributed much
to the material, civic and moral advancement of his community. His affable

HORACE G. BLOOM.

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

671

qualities of head and heart and the straightforward, upright course of his
daily life won for him the esteem and confidence of the large circle in which
he moved. Although he is now sleeping the sleep of the just, his influence
goes on. Airs. Ella L. Bloom, the widow of Horace G. Bloom, is a modest,
unassuming woman, well known in New Paris and much admired for her
devotion to the memory of her late husband. Until the time of his death in
New Paris, Ohio, October 2, 1906, Horace G. Bloom was one of the leading
citizens of Preble county. Banking institutions are the index to the prosperity of a community and Horace G. Bloom had a large part in the financial institutions of Preble county. For many years Air. Bloom was one of
the most active business men in the northwestern part of Preble county.
Air. and Mrs. Bloom resided three and one-half miles southeast of New
Paris, on a farm in Jefferson township, until the latter years of his life.
Horace G. Bloom was born on October 13, 1853, in Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, the second son and the fourth child in the family
of Guy and Hannah F. (Jamison) Bloom. He spent his boyhood days on
the farm and was educated in the district schools of Jefferson township. He
continued to farm until 1889, in which year he engaged in the banking business. In 1889 Air. Bloom established the Farmers Bank in New Paris and
conducted it with marked success. He made it one of the most substantial
institutions in this section of Ohio. Air. Bloom also owned a bank in Eldorado and one in New Madison, Ohio. He also was interested in the telephone of New Paris, and the first line was extended to his farm.
The Farmers Bank, founded by Air . Bloom, was reorganized after hisdeath and is now known as the Farmers Banking Company, of New Paris
and New Aladison, Ohio. Airs. Bloom is one of the largest stockholders in
this bank and one of the directors.
Horace G. Bloom was a man of strict integrity and many important
private business matters were entrusted to his hands. He was resourceful
in business, energetic, wide-awake and enterprising. He was capable of
carrying forward to successful completion anything which he undertook.
Air. and Airs. Bloom, the latter of whom was Ella Kreider, were married January 18, 1877. Airs. Bloom was born in Pennsylvania, October 31,
1851, the daughter of Charles and Elizabeth (Bandon) Kreider. Charles
Kreider was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, March 5, 1812. His
wife was born in the same place, March 10, 1812. They were the parents
of eight children, three of whom are living, Benjamin, Leah, of Washington,
D. C , and Mrs. Bloom..
Mrs. Bloom was educated in the public schools of Pennsylvania and
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came to Ohio with an uncle. She had to look out for herself at an early
age, but she lived with her uncle until she was married.
In addition to her heavy banking interests, Airs. Bloom owns two hundred and sixty acres, comprising the old home farm, and also owns another
farm of ninety acres.
At the time of his death, Horace G. Bloom was a member of Harmony
Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias. He was a charter member of this
lodge and a past chancellor. Air. and Airs. Bloom also were members of the
Parisian Temple No. 215, Pythian Sisters. Airs. Bloom is a past chief of
this lodge and represented Parisian Temple in the grand temple at Columbus, Ohio. Mrs. Bloom is a member of the Presbyterian church at New
Paris, and is an active worker in the church, being especially active in the
Sunday school. No history of Preble county would be complete that did not
contain the story of the life career of Mrs. Bloom as well as that of her deceased husband.

WILLIAM WRIGHT.
Preble county has been fortunate indeed in being able to number among
its resident families many which have descended from the early settlers of
this county, as well as from the pioneers who aided in settling other important sections of the country. Not the least important of those early pioneers
were those who came to this country from Ireland, bringing with them those
sterling qualities of integrity and industry which have always characterized
the Celtic race and ably applying them to the upbuilding of the new land of
their adoption. Among such families is that of William Wright, the subject of this sketch, whose first paternal ancestor in this country came here
from Ireland early in the eighteenth century and settled in Preble county
in 1808.
William Wright was born in Somers township, Preble county, Ohio,
December 10, 1838, a son of John and Alargaret (Cook) Wright. John
Wright, his father, was born in Ireland in 1788 and emigrated to this country
at an early age. He lived for a time in South Carolina and then emigrated
to Preble county, Ohio, in 1808, and settled on section 31 of Somers township, where he died in 1854. During the War of 1812 he enlisted in the army
and well served the country of his adoption as a soldier throughout the war.
By faith he was a Covenanter, and for years the religious scruples of that
denomination kept him from exercising his right to vote on the political af-
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fairs of nation and county. He married Margaret Cook, who was born in
Virginia, and came to Ohio at an early age. The children born to this union
were John, William, James and Eliza.
William Wright received a common-school education in the schools of
Preble county, and, after having finished his studies, pursued the calling of
agriculture. On December 21, 1864, he married Alary E. Ramsey, a daughter of John and Jane (Alarshall) Ramsey. Airs. Wright also was descended
from a family of early settlers and pioneers who played an important part
in the early life of the nation.
Airs. Wright's grandfather was Hugh Ramsey, who was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1779, and whose wife was Frances Sheppard,
who was born in 1776 and died in 1835. John Ramsey, Airs. Wright's
father, was born in 1804 and came with his father to Israel township, Preble
county, Ohio, in 1807. There they settled on a farm in section 14, near
Morning Sun, Ohio.
John Ramsey married Jane Marshall, who was born in 1806, and who
died about 1885. Thirteen children were born to them, all but three of whom
are now deceased. The children were Hugh, Isabel, Sarah, Eliza, Francis,
James, John, William, Joseph, Mary E, David, Albert, and one child who
died in infancy. Those now living are Alary E., the wife of the subject
of this sketch, John and Joseph.
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. William Wright made their home
on the old Wright homestead, where they are now living. Their union was
blessed by eight children, six of whom are living. The children were John
E., who was born November II, 1865, and who died in 1866, at the age of
ten months. Margaret I., born November 4, 1867, is the wife of William
McDill and lives in Israel township, Preble county. One child, born August
24, 1870, died in infancy before having been named. Jane E., born February
2."], 1872, is the wife of Nathan Smith and lives in Columbus, Ohio. James
A., born May 24, 1873, lives in Israel township. Anna A., born May 4,
1875, is the wife of James Gilmore, and lives in Hamilton, Ohio. E. H.
L. Wright, born February 3, 1879, married Alyrtle Douglass on January 1,
1904, and to them three children, Leila May, Wayne D. and Nellie Margaret,
have been born. He is livinguDn the old homestead. W. G. Wright, born
July 4, 1883, married Lois Sizelove on November 19, 1903, and their union
has been blessed by two children, who are Alyrna F., born October 1, 1904,
and Erdine L., born May 12, 1907. W. G. Wright lives with his parents
and operates the home farm.
(43)
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William Wright is yet living on the farm that his father purchased in
1806, although he retired from the actual operation of the farm in 1903. On
December 21, 1914, Air. and Airs. Wright celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary.
During the years when he was in active charge of the farm Air. Wright
improved it in every way and developed it until it became one of the finest
farms in Preble county. He added many improvements which modernized
the place and made the operation of it a more profitable and less arduous
undertaking.
In politics Mr. Wright was originally a Whig, but later, when the Whig
party gave place to the Republican party, he became a Republican and so
remained until 1884. At that time he became a supporter of the Prohibition
party, and was a loyal upholder of its principles until six years ago, when
he again affiliated with the Republican party. He has always taken an intelligent interest in political affairs, but has never desired to attain to any
political office himself, all his time being occupied with the affairs of his
farm. Mr. Wright and all members of his family now living on the old
homestead are affiliated with the United Presbyterian church of Alorning
Sun, Ohio, and are prominent in the affairs of that church.
Mr. and Mrs. Wright always have taken an active interest in the welfare
of their community and have supported every movement which they thought
would be to its benefit. They have always been held in the highest esteem
by their neighbors, and have been deeply respected by all who have at any time
come in contact with them. They are now living quietly on their old homestead, enjoying the fruits of their labors and surrounded by their children
and grandchildren.

JOHN AI. SAWYER.
The good which an active man can do in the course of his life is indeed
incalculable. It cannot be measured accurately, nor can it be known definitely
until "the last great day when the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible." John AI. Sawyer, a retired undertaker of New Paris,
Ohio, has devoted his life to the good of others, and has lived an unselfish.
helpful and altruistic life from the beginning. Air. Sawyer has prospered
in life, and today is eminently entitled to the high esteem in which he is
universally held.
John M. Sawyer was born in New Paris, Ohio, July 29, 1851, a son
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of John P. and Caroline (Peck) Sawyer. John P. Sawyer was born in
Piqua, Ohio, and was a son of John Sawyer, who came to the United States
from Scotland, and after arriving in this country, entered land in Jefferson
township, Preble county, Ohio, south of New Paris. There he built a cabin
in the wilderness and set to work to clear up his land. He also secured land
north of New Paris, and there conducted a saw-mill for many years. He was
injured in a mill accident, and died from the effects of his wounds.
John P. Sawyer, the father of John AI., was left an orphan at the death
of his father and went to Piqua, Ohio, where he lived with an uncle, John
Patterson, until he was old enough to be apprenticed as a cabinet maker.
He served seven years, after which he went to New Paris, Ohio, and worked
at his trade with William Hazeltine. Later Air. Sawyer became a building
contractor. He continued in this business until 1872, in which year he purchased the undertaking business of Weston Alackey, and established the firm
of John P. Sawyer & Son. This firm continued until after the death of the
eldest Sawyer, when it was taken over by John AI. Sawyer, and conducted by
the latter until 1910, in which year Air. Sawyer sold out to George W. Aliller.
Since his retirement from this business Air. Sawyer has been engaged in looking after his business interests.
John M. Sawyer was married on April 26, 1874, to Sarah J. Cox, who
was born in Alonroe township, near Eldorado, Ohio, September 17, 1855, a
daughter of Aleredith and Elizabeth (Fudge) Cox, and a sister of C. E. Cox,
of Eaton, Ohio. To this union one son was born, Charles L., born October
11, 1893. Charles W. was graduated from the New Paris high school and
from the Richmond Business College and is now a drug clerk employed at
Richmond, Indiana.
Air. Sawyer is a Republican, but has never taken a very active part in
political affairs, his extensive business interests having demanded his time and
attention. He is a member of Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias,
and is a past chancellor in this lodge; also a member of the grand lodge of
Knights of Pythias. Air. Sawyer is also a member of New Paris Lodge,
No. 303, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a past grand of the same.
Air. and Airs. Sawyer are members of the Christian church of New Paris, in
which Air. Sawyer is an elder, a deacon and a trustee, and both he and his
wife take an active interest in the work of their denomination. Air. and Airs.
Sawyer are worthy citizens of Preble county, who have discharged every
duty, both public and private, to the best of their ability, as these duties have
appeared to them. They have a host of friends who admire them for their
many sterling qualities.
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NATHAN SA1ITH.
The life of the farmer of today is the most independent existence which
can be enjoyed. With all the modern inventions to facilitate farming, the
vocation of the farmer is rapidly losing those objections to which the average person objects so seriously. Nathan Smith, a farmer of Harrison
township, Preble county, Ohio, is one of those men who apply the same
careful methods to farming as they would apply, were they in business or
following any other vocation. Nathan Smith deserves especial honor as a
fa/mer, for to him must be given the credit of introducing what is known as
Smith's yellow dent corn. This variety was produced after numerous experiments by Air. Smith and today is one of the most popular varieties of
corn grown in the middle west.
Nathan Smith, a farmer and retired school teacher, was born on July
29, 1845, in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio, the son of Reason and
Nancy (Miller) Smith, to whom seven children were born, Nathan, who
was the eldest; William, a carpenter of Verona; Elijah and Milton, deceased; Mrs. Mary J. Studebacker, of Grandridge, Illinois; Alonroe, who is
a farmer of Harrison township; and Airs. Emma Lock, deceased.
Reason Smith was born in June, 1817, in Maryland and came to Preble
county in 1827 with his parents. They settled in Twin township and in
1849 removed to Harrison township, where Air. Smith bought-eighty acres
of land, on which farm he passed the remainder of his life, his death occurring on January 13, 1864. Reason Smith was a member of the school
board for fifteen years, and a man of considerable influence in the locality.
His wife was born in 1824, near Lewisburg, in Harrison township, the
daughter of Jacob and Mary Ann Miller, early settlers in Preble county.
Airs. Smith died April 10, 1877.
Nathan Smith attended the district schools and the select schools of
Lewisburg, Ohio. In 1868 he began teaching in Darke county, Ohio, and
taught school in several districts of Preble, Montgomery and Darke counties
for nineteen years. In 1888 Mr. Smith engaged in farming and now owns
twenty acres of land at the south edge of Verona. Some time ago, Mr.
Smith built a fine brick house which cost two thousand dollars, and eight
years later erected a barn thirty by forty-four feet. Smith's yellow dent
corn was exhibited at Chicago, Illinois, subsequent to Mr. Smith's experiment in 1888 and immediately became popular.
On October 3, 1868, Nathan Smith was married to Anna Thomas, who
was born on December 25, 1847, north of Lewisburg, Ohio, the daughter

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

677

of John and Ruth (Dinwiddie) Thomas, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter a native of Virginia. To Air. and Airs. Smith eight
children have been born, Alto F., of Dayton, Ohio; Clarence, deceased; Minnie, deceased; Orton O., cashier of the Farmers Bank at Arcanum, Ohio;
Homer B., of Greenville, Ohio; Raymond E., a farmer of Alontgomery
county; Blake, a tobacco dealer of Verona; and Dale, a farmer of Preble
county. Orton O. Smith and his wife, Inez, have three children, Reva Leona, Freda Lorena and Melvin Woodrow; Homer B. Smith and his wife,
Inez, have one child, a son, Alaurice Emerson; Raymond E. Smith and his
wife, Nannie, have three children, Irene, Ruth Virginia and James Alerril;
and Dale Smith and his wife, Lelah, have one child, a son, Dale, Jr.
Mr. Smith has never been able to bestow great wealth upon his children, but he has been able to bestow what is even better than wealth, the example of an honorable, upright and industrious life on the part of the parent.
His children have been carefully reared and this is the most priceless heritage which children can receive. As a consequence, Mr. Smith's family are
all industrious and prosperous today, and have honored the parents who
begot them.
Politically, Mr. Smith is a Democrat. He attends church regularly, although he is not a member. He is not identified with any fraternal orders
but has preferred to devote his energies, his time and his thoughts to the
welfare of the family to whom he has always been devoted. He is an upright, honorable citizen of his community and entitled to rank as a representative citizen of Harrison township.

OSCAR A. GALE.
Among the unassuming, unpretentious citizens of Preble county who
have occupied positions of trust and responsibility is Oscar A. Gale, the
present postmaster of Eaton, Ohio.
Oscar Gale was born in West Alexandria, Preble county, Ohio, July
17, 1856, the son of John H. and Catharine (Holderman) Gale, the former
a native of New Hampshire and the latter of Preble county, who were the
parents of five children, Alice, the wife of Senator Sheppard, of West
Alexandria; Oscar A., the subject of this sketch; Mary E., deceased, who
was the wife of E. P. Vaughan, of Eaton; Harriett E., the wife of Walter
J. King, the ex-postmaster of Camden, Ohio, and John M., the assistant
cashier of the Eaton National Bank.
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John H. Gale was reared in New Hampshire and came to Ohio when a
young man, settling in West Alexandria, where he conducted a general store
for some years. In 1861 he sold this store and he and his brother-in-law,
Edward S. Stotler, formed a partnership and built a flour-mill at West
Alexandria. They operated two or three mills and were in partnership for
many years. Air. Gale owned two farms south of Eaton and lived there
during the summer seasons, moving to West Alexandria in the winter seasons. He died on the home farm in August, 1865, at the age of forty-five.
His wife still survives him and was eighty-seven years old in Ala)', 1915.
Air. Gale took an active part in the Civil War in recruiting soldiers. He was
a "war Democrat" and was a well-educated man.
The paternal grandparents of Oscar A. Gale were John and Mary
(Smith) Gale, both natives of New Hampshire. Airs. Gale died in West
Alexandria, Ohio, and her husband died in Illinois. They were the parents
of six children, John H.; Alartha, the wife of Melancthon L. Derby; Harriet,
who married Josiah E. Davis; Caroline, who married George B. Unger;
Alary, the wife of Samuel Frothingham, and Samuel Gale.
The maternal grandparents of Oscar A. Gale were Abraham and Elizabeth (Fisher) Holderman, natives of Virginia, who were pioneer settlers of
Preble county. Abraham Holderman was one of the first surveyors in this
part of the country. He died at the age of ninety-two and his wife lived to
be ninety. They were the parents of five children, Catherine, Sarah, Eli,
Elizabeth and Allen F.
Oscar A. Gale was born and reared in West Alexandria and attended
the public schools there. He took a scientific course at Heidelberg College,
at Tiffin, Ohio, after which he went to Eastman's Business College at Poughkeepsie, New York. After leaving the latter school he operated the Cedar
Springs hotel, near New Paris, Ohio, for five years and then returned to
West Alexandria and entered the general store founded by his father, under
the firm name of Unger & Gale. He was in that business for eleven years,
at the end of which time he was elected county auditor, in which office he
served for six years. Following this public service, Mr. Gale was special
agent in the United States Department of Commerce and Labor, for one
year. He was appointed postmaster of Eaton in 1912 and still holds that
office.
Mr. Gale was married in 1891 to Eliza Gait, the daughter of John and
Anna Gait. To this union one daughter, Caroline, has been born. Mrs.
Gale was born in West Alexandria. Her parents were natives of Ireland
and early settlers in Preble county. Her mother died in 1908, while her
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father is still living in West Alexandria. They had four children, Joseph R.,
Mary, Alaggie and Eliza.
Mrs. Gale is a member of the German Reformed church. Fraternally,
Mr. Gale is a member of Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Alasons;
Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Alasons, and Reed Commandery No. 10,
Knights Templar, of Dayton, Ohio. He also is a member of the West Alexandria Lodge, Knights of Pythias. Politically, Air. Gale is a Republican
and served as city treasurer of West Alexandria for eighteen years.
Descended from a distinguished line of forefathers and successful on
his own account, Oscar A. Gale is still modest in his claim for preferment.
Honors and public responsibility have come to him naturally and he has accepted them as a matter of course, discharging them as becomes one gifted
with a strong heart and rare mental attainment.

ELWOOD M. KESSLER.
This utilitarian age has been especially prolific in men of action, clear
brained men of high resolve and noble purpose, who give character and
stability to the communities honored by their citizenship, and whose influence
and leadership-are easily discernible in the various enterprises that have added
so greatly to the splendid reputation which Preble county enjoys among her
sister counties of the great commonwealth of Ohio. Conspicuous among
this class of men, whose residence is in Preble county, is Elwood M. Kessler,
a funeral director and grocer of New Paris, Ohio.
Air. Kessler was born in New Paris, Ohio, December 11, 1871, a son of
S. W. and Jennie (McPherson) Kessler, both of whom are residents of New
Paris. They are the parents of five living children, George, Mary, Clifford,
Ernest and Elwood. Mary was graduated from the New Paris high school,
and is the wife of James Sullivan, of Campbellstown, Ohio.
Elwood M. Kessler was born in New Paris, and attended the public
schools of that village. For some time he was a student of the New Paris
high school. Mr. Kessler was graduated from the Cincinnati College of
Embalming, in September, 1911, and immediately after receiving his diploma,
embarked in the profession of a funeral director. Mr. Kessler also operates
a fine grocery in New Paris. He started in life single-handed, and has "made
good" in every respect. He owns one of the best groceries in New Paris,
and enjoys a large patroriage in his line.
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Air. Kessler was married on September i, 1901, to Grace Coblentz, who
was born in Darke county, Ohio, but who was educated in the schools of New
Paris, finishing in the high school of that city. She is a daughter of Elwood
Coblentz. Two children, Harry C. and Gladys, have been born to this union,
the former born in 1903, and the latter in 1907.
Mr. and Airs. Kessler are devout members of the Alethodist Episcopal
church and take an active interest in the affairs of the church, being liberal
contributors to its support. Air. Kessler is a member of New Paris Lodge
No. 303, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a past grand in this lodge.
He is also a member of Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias. Air.
Kessler is a Republican, but has never held office, nor has he aspired to office,
having preferred to exercise his duties as an American citizen by a wise
selection of candidates for the various offices.
Air. and Airs. Kessler are well known in New Paris and Jefferson township, and are highly-respected citizens in the community where they live.
They are.the kind of people who add materially to the fiber of citizenship of
an\- community.

PROF. WALTER SCOTT FOGARTY.
Perseverance and sterling worth are almost always sure to win conspicuous recognition. Prof. Walter Scott Fogarty, county superintendent
of Preble county schools, is recognized as one of the leading educators of
this section of Ohio. His career affords a splendid example of the successful, self-made man, who is not only eminently deserving of the confidence
reposed in him by his neighbors and fellow citizens, but who also possesses
the talent and forcefulness that have made him successful as an instructor
and educator. Professor Fogarty is a man of strong character and vigorous
mentality. He has achieved a signal success in his special calling and has
earned the commendation which comes from those who are competent to
estimate a man and his accomplishments.
Prof. Walter Scott Fogarty was born near Glendale, in Hamilton county,
Ohio, June 26, 1873, a s o n °f Patrick and Delilah (Brate) Fogarty, natives
of Ireland and Butler county, Ohio, respectively, who were the parents of
six children, Edmund, of Liberty, Ohio, the county recorder; Mary, the
wife of F. S. McCarty, of Liberty, Indiana; Amanda, the wife of Charles
Paddock, of Union county, Indiana; Emma, the wife of B. H. Sanford, of
Richmond, Indiana; and Ella, who died when two years old.
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Patrick Fogarty was fourteen years old when he came from Ireland
to America. He came alone and located first near Glendale, Ohio where he
engaged in farming. He was married in Hamilton county and moved to
Butler county where he engaged in farming. He now lives retired at Liberty, Indiana. He is not identified with any church but his wife is a Presbyterian.
Professor Fogarty's paternal grandparents were Edmund and Mary
Fogarty, both natives of Ireland. They came to America some years after
the coming of their son and settled at Glendale. where they lived with a
daughter and where they died at advanced ages. They had three children,
Patrick, Ellen and Bridget. The maternal grandparents of Professor Fogarty were John and Mary Brate. pioneer settlers of Butler county, who
died in this county, he in middle life and she at an advanced age. Their
family consisted of the following children: William, Fliram, Alary, Daniel,
Delilah, John, David, George, Amanda and Emma.
Prof. Walter S. Fogarty was reared in Hamilton and Butler counties,
Ohio, as a farmer boy. He attended the district schools, Oxford high school
and Miami University and was graduated from the latter in 1903'.- He received the honors in history at the time of his graduation and the degree of
Bachelor of Arts, and in 1908 the degree of Alaster of Arts was conferred
on him. Before receiving his bachelor's degree he had taught in the country schools for six years and after his graduation he became principal of
the high school at Fairhaven and superintendent of the Israel township
schools. He later was elected principal of the high school at Camden and
later superintendent of the schools, serving in the latter capacity for six
years. He was then elected county superintendent of schools in Preble
county and moved to Eaton to live.
On June 22, 1904, Professor Fogarty was married to Myrtle Johnston
AlcDill, the daughter of Edward R. and Melissa (Johnston) McDill, to
which union four children have been born, Dorothy J., Donald M., Walace
B. and Mary Frances.
Mrs. Fogarty was born near Oxford, in Butler county, January 12,
1883. She was graduated from the Oxford high school and spent two years
at Aliami University. Her parents are natives of Ohio and now reside in
Oxford. They have had five children, Blanche, Myrtle, Bruce, Alary and
Ruby. The jiaternal grandparents of Airs. Fogarty were David McDill and
wife, early settlers of Butler county, Ohio, where they lived the rest of their
lives. Her maternal grandparents were William Johnston and wife, also
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early settlers of Butler county, Ohio, whose children were Alary, Alargaret,
Ella, Alelissa, James, John, William, Robert, Alartha and Sarah.
Air. Fogarty has been county examiner of schools for the past six
years and was president of the county teachers' institute for two years.
Politically, he is a Democrat and has been somewhat active in the councils
of his party. He is an active member of Camden Lodge No. 153, Free and
Accepted Alasons. Air. and Airs. Fogarty are members of the Presbyterian
church. Air. Fogarty is an elder in the church and for many years was
superintendent of the Sunday school at Camden. Air. and Airs. Fogarty
are much admired for their strong mentalities and their genial dispositions
and are popular and highly respected by every one.

ISAAC MILLER.
The life records of self-made men will invariably show that untiring
energy has constituted the basis of success. True there are other elements
which enter into and conserve the advance of personal interest, such as perseverance, discrimination and the mastering of expedients. The foundation
of all achievement, however, is earnest, persistent labor. At the outset of
his career, Isaac Aliller recognized this fact and he has never sought any
royal road to prosperity and independence. He began work earnestly and
diligently in order to advance his material interests, and the result is that
he is now numbered among the progressive, successful and influential business men of Preble county.
Isaac Aliller, the president of the Farmers Banking Company, of Eldorado, is a native of Monroe township, Preble county. He was born on a
farm, January 19, 1855, and is the son of Levi and Susanna (Wehrly)
Aliller. Levi Miller was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in September, 1819, and Susanna Wehrly was born in Alonroe township. She
died in 1907. Levi Miller was fourteen years old when he came with his
mother and a colony of others to Preble county, Ohio. His mother, with
her two sons and four daughters, located in Alonroe township and there she
purchased a small farm of eighty acres, all of which was heavily covered
with timber. This land was cleared and improved and there she lived until
her death at the age of ninety years. All of the family were reared in this
locality and nourished, by this little farm. The Wehrly family is all deceased
except two, one of whom, Noah, served three years during the Civil War.
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Mr. and Airs. Levi Miller were the parents of thirteen children, ten of whom
are living, Samuel, Andrew, Polly J., Isaac, Catherine, Lydia, Mary A.,
George, Alina and Melzina. The three deceased are Caroline, Emma and
Anna.
Isaac Aliller, the subject of this sketch, was reared on a farm and received his education in the district schools, which he attended in the winter.
In the summer time he worked on the farm. He remained under the parental roof until he was twenty-three years of age.
Air. Aliller was married in 1878 to Martha A. Beard. She was born in
Preble county, Ohio, and her parents were natives of Maryland. She was
educated and reared in Alonroe township. She came of a family of eleven
children, J. 0., Nelson, W. H., David, J. D., George E., Franklin C, AI. L.,
Alartha A.. Alary C. and Emma A. Ten of these children are living at the
present time.
To Isaac and Martha A. (Beard) Aliller four children have been born,
Hallie P., Aiaude H., Carl D. and Helen. Hallie P. was born in September, 1879, and was graduated from the Eldorado high school. She is the
wife of Albert Schlientz, of Brookville, Ohio. Aiaude H. was graduated
from the same school and is the wife of Frank W. Schreel, of Greenville,
Ohio. Carl D., born in 1887, was educated in the Eldorado schools and
was graduated from the Miami Commercial School at Dayton, Ohio, at the
age of eighteen. He married Alyrtle Snyder and is now cashier of the bank,
of which his father is president. Helen was born in July, 1902, and is a
student in the public schools.
When H. G. Bloom organized the Farmers Bank in June of 1899, Mr.
Aliller became cashier and served in that capacity until October 2, IQO6.
On November I, 1906, the Farmers Banking Company was organized, with
Mr. Aliller as cashier of the new bank. He served in this capacity until July,
1913, when the bank of Eldorado severed its connections with the bank at
New Paris, and New Aladison, and was reorganized. Isaac Aliller was
made president, the other officers being A. J. Hamilton, vice-president; and
C. D. Aliller, cashier; the directors being Isaac Miller, W. A. AlcClure,
George E. Beard, Samuel Aliller, A. J. Hamilton and C. D. Aliller. The
paid up capital stock of this company is fifteen thousand dollars and its surplus is thirty-five hundred dollars.
Isaac Aliller, in addition to his interest in the bank, also owns a farm
of one hundred and thirty-seven acres in Darke county, Ohio. He is one
of the live wires in this, part of Preble county, Ohio, and a representative
citizen in every respect. Mr. Milter is a member of West Manchester Lodge
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No. 520, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and of Eldorado Lodge No.
389, Knights of Pythias, of which he is past chancellor. He was a charter
member of the latter lodge. Mr. Aliller is independent in politics. He was
one of the township trustees two years and served as justice of the peace for
fifteen years. He has served as a member of the board of education of the
Eldorado school district for the past thirty years and is the present clerk of
the board. Air. Aliller also served four years as mayor of Eldorado, resigning that position to become a banker.
Isaac Aliller is a man of more than local influence. He possesses the
natural qualities that mark a leader among men, whether in business or politics. He is a man of initiative, and is favorably endowed with the disposition which has won him a host of friends.

WILLIAM M. BYERS.
Perhaps the most favorable place in which to rear a child is in the country, and if the child be a boy and be forced to hew his own path in life, his
mettle is thoroughly tested. This was the case with William Byers, who
began to make his own way in life when he was sixteen years of age, and by
thrift and industry was fairly well ahead when he was twenty-one, by
which time he had bought the coveted span of horses, which every farmer
boy hopes to own as soon as possible.
William Byers was born in Hamilton, Ohio, October 14, 1851, the son
of Mathias and Margaret (Beard) Byers, and was one of a family of five
children, of whom three are living, these being Alartha, the wife of William
Bennett, of Somers township; John, a Somers township farmer, who married Sarah Bennett, and the subject of this sketch.
The parents of William Byers were born and reared in Germany, coming to America before marriage. The father died when William was about
three years of age. After his death Airs. Byers married Nicholas Eckert,
and to the second union were born two children, one of whom died in youth
and the other, Clias Eckers, lives in Hamilton, Ohio.
Reared by his uncle, John Byers, William began working by the month
at the age of sixteen and at the age of twenty-one was married, after which
he rented a farm and continued.to do so for five years. Receiving eight
hundred dollars from the uncle who reared him, Mr. Byers bought fifty-five
acres, which is now included in his present farm of one hundred and twenty-
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four acres of land as fine as can be found in Dixon township. In 1899 the
barn was built, with a basement under the whole barn, sixty-five feet long
and fifty feet wide. He stables ten head of horses, and for a fine herd of
Jersey cows has erected a cow barn, all of concrete, sixteen by sixty-five
feet. His splendid modern residence was built in 1905. Air. Byers keeps
abreast of the times and gladly adopts modern ideas in farming when they
are proved practical.
In 1872 Air. Byers married Inez Lain, who was born and reared in
Tipton, Indiana. To this union were born three children, Alaggie, the wife
of Harry Silvers, lives in Washington township; Lewis F., and Bessie, a
high school graduate, who lives at home.
Politically, Mr. Byers is a Democrat. In his home and public life he is
quiet and unostentatious, preferring to advise by precept and example, rather
than by word of mouth. He is sincerely respected throughout his community and his splendid home and farm stand as constant reminders to the
younger generations that thrift and industry are sure to be rewarded.

HARRY C. DURKLE.
There is perhaps no life story in this volume which more clearly demonstrates the source of industry and honesty in the affairs of life than does the
life story of Harry C. Durkle, the popular and well-known agent of the Cincinnati & Northern railroad at Ingomar, Preble county, Ohio. He is a
self-made man and a splendid example of what can be accomplished by
conscientious work and strict attention to business.
Harry C. Durkle was born on July 21, 1865, at Gratis, Preble county,
Ohio, the son of Joseph and Lydia (Focht) Durkle, to whom five children
were born, Cora, deceased; Harry C , the subject of this sketch: Court C , of
Richmond, Indiana; Willard, a tobacco buyer of Ingomar, Ohio; and Frank,
also of Ingomar.
Joseph Durkle was born in 1837. He was a valiant soldier for the
Union cause during the Civil War and performed honorable service in the
cause of his country. After the war, he worked as a laborer until his death,
which occurred in 1872. His wife, who was Lydia Focht, was born on
November 9, 1842, in Preble county, the daughter of Michael and Margaret
(Sweeney) Focht. She died on December 5, 1897.
Harry C. Durkle went to Ingomar in 1885 and there worked as a laborer
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until 1890. a period of five years. From 1891 until 1895 he was the proprietor of a general merchandise store at Ingomar and then became agent for
the Cincinnati & Northern Railroad Company at that place. Air. Durkle is a
man who pays strict attention to his business and who has made many friends
for the railroad which employs him. He believes that courteous and efficient
service is the keynote to success and has always insisted on giving this character of service to the patrons of the company which he serves. In addition
to his duties as agent for this railroad. Air. Durkle has built up a large and
flourishing business in the sale of fertilizing and stock powders.
In 1896 Harry C. Durkle was married to Anna Unger, who was born
in 1868. in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, the daughter of John and
Anna (Glander) Unger, both natives of Preble county, Ohio. To Air. and
Mrs. Durkle three children have been born, Grace, who was graduated from
the West Alexandria high school with credit and was a popular young woman
in her community. She married Gus Vercamp and is now living in Chicago,
Illinois. The other two children, Ethel and Howard, are still at home.
Air. and Airs. Durkle are devoted members of the Evangelical Lutheran
church.

CHARLES T. WOLFORD.
Charles T. Wolford is another of the gallant boys, who, a half century
ago, enlisted to save the Union, and during that ever-memorable struggle he
was found ready for action no matter how dangerous or arduous the duties.
He did not enter the service, as some did, for the purpose of sport or frolic,
but saw beneath the surface and saw that the south was determined to break
up the Union for the purpose of establishing a confederacy of slave-holding
states. From the earliest years he had been taught to hate slavery and to
do all that he could to blot the stain from his country's escutcheon. He regarded it as a foul blot on the old flag, so that when the rebels precipitated
the conflict he was ready to take up arms to preserve the Union.
Charles T. Wolford. a retired farmer living on Rural Route 3, out of
Richmond, Indiana, was born in Allegheny county, Alaryland, October 22,
1836, the son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Evans) Wolford. Jacob Wolford
was the son of Daniel Wolford, wdiose parents were natives of Germany.
Elizabeth Evans was born in Pennsylvania and after their marriage they
moved to Pennsylvania where they spent the remainder of their lives. Jacob
Wolford was a quiet and unassuming farmer and a devout member of the
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Methodist Episcopal church. He was the father of eleven children, two of
whom are now living, Rebecca, the widow of Nathan Street, who lives in
Pennsylvania, and Charles T., the subject of this sketch. Two of the sons
of Jacob Wolford served in the Civil War.
Charles T. Wolford was reared on a farm in Pennsylvania and received
his education in the common schools of that state. He worked on a farm by
the month until the call for volunteers in the Civil War, when on October 22,
1861, he enlisted in Company E, Sixty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving until December 1, 1863, when the war department issued an
order to fill up the ranks of the regular army out of the volunteers. On this
date Air. Wolford re-enlisted in the Fourth United States Cavalry and served
three years. He was discharged December 1, 1865.
Mr. Wolford was in the battle of Stone's River, Franklin, Missionary
Ridge, Chattanooga, Nashville and several others. He suffered a slight cut
in the head and had three horses shot from under him in the three years he
was with the cavalry.
At the close of the war, Air. Wolford returned to Darke county. Ohio,
where he lived for some time. He also lived for a time in Wayne county,
Indiana, but has been a resident of Preble county, for twenty-seven years.
Charles T. Wolford was married, January 7, 1869, to Malinda A. Hill,
who was born in Darke county. Ohio, and who is the daughter of Milton Hill,
who had two sons in the Civil War. Airs. Wolford was reared and educated
in Darke county, Ohio. At the time of his marriage Air. Wolford was a
poor man and he rented land for three years. He then purchased one hundred acres six miles east of Richmond, Indiana. Airs. Wolford, who was
born May 13, 1849, died March 29, 1894.
Four children, two of whom are living, were born to Mr. and Airs.
Wolford, Harry C , born May 20, 1873, and Grace A. Harry C. is a graduate of the New Paris high school and is now president of Southland College
near Helena, Arkansas. He married Anna Barnet, of Preble county, Ohio,
and they have no children. Grace A. also was graduated from the New
Paris high school and is the wife of Earl Brandenburg, of Jackson township.
They have one daughter, Anna E., who was born on November 7, 1910.
Mr. Wolford is a member of the Friends church at New Westville, Ohio,
and has been treasurer of the church for many years. He is a member of
the Grand Army of the Republic post at New Paris and has been a Democrat in politics for a long time. Mr. Wolford is one of those substantial,
honorable men, whom it is a delight for any community to honor, arid deserves to rank as one of the representative citizens of Preble county.
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ASA BURCH.
Whether the elements of success are in an individual or whether they
are quickened by a process of circumstantial development, it is impossible
to determine clearly. Yet the study of a successful life, whatever the field
of endeavor, is none the less interesting and profitable by reason of the
existence of this same uncertainty, in the life career of Asa Burch, who for
many years has been identified with the civic and agricultural life of Preble
county, Ohio, are to be found many qualities that always gain success if
properly directed. In Asa Burch, Preble county has a distinguished citizen
and a man who has served his country faithfully and well at a time when
patriotism was put to the supreme test.
Asa Burch, who lives on Deem street in Eaton, Ohio, was born in
Cayuga county, New York, November 16, 1834, the son of Alfred G. and
Cynthia (Reed) Burch, who emigrated to Ohio in 1845 a n ( l located in New
Haven, in Hamilton county. Alfred G. Burch was a miller by trade and
worked at different places. In 1848 he moved to a farm where he followed
the occupation of a farmer the remainder of his life. He was a member of
the Baptist church and politically was identified, first with the Whig, and later
with the Republican party. He also was a great temperance man. He died
in 1872, and his wife in 1886. They were highly respected and prosperous
fanners at the time of their death. They were the parents of eleven children,
two of whom are now living, C. R., who is now a resident of the state of
Michigan; and Asa, the immediate subject of this interesting biographical
sketch.
Asa Burch spent his boyhood days on a farm and his education was
neglected during this period. He has profited widely, however, from the
school of experience and hard knocks. He began working for himself at the
age of twenty and worked as a farm hand for several years. He enlisted
in September, 1861, in the Eleventh Ohio Battery, and was wounded October
4, 1862. He was discharged December 13, 1862, on account of disability.
After his discharge from the army, Mr. Burch returned to Butler county,
Ohio, and worked there on a farm. At the time of his marriage, he had
saved about eleven hundred dollars.
Asa Burch was married March 14, 1867, to Livona F. Clark, who was
born in Butler county, Ohio, in March, 1845, and who was the daughter of
Franklin and Rhoda (Fuller) Clark. She was reared in town. Mr. and
Mrs. Burch moved to a farm in Butler county, Ohio, which they rented for
a period of fourteen years. They prospered and finally bought a farm in
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Preble county, moving to it in the spring of 1882. This farm consisted of
eighty-four acres and Mr. Burch still owns it. He moved off the farm in
1894 to Eaton, Ohio, where he stayed four years and then moved back to
the farm, where he stayed two years. In 1900 he again removed to Eaton,
where he since has resided.
Air. and Mrs. Burch are the parents of two children. Jesse C . who
is a farmer in Washington township, this county, married Elizabeth Wilkinson, and to this union two children have been born, Myron, who is fifteen.
and Dorothy, who is eight. Agnes, the other child of Air. and Mrs. Burch.
is the wife of Bernard Potter and lives in Gasper township. They have one
daughter, Arline, who is six years old.
Mr. and Mrs. Burch are members of the Presbyterian church, Mr. Burch
being one of the elders. He is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic
post at Eaton, Ohio, and is an ardent Republican. No man living in Eaton
is more highly respected than Mr. Burch and few men have led a more honorable and upright life than he. He is eminently deserving of the esteem in
which he is held by his neighbors and fellow townsmen.

TOHN BUSCH.
Preble county, Ohio, has good reasons to take pride in the personnel of
her farmers and stockmen. On the roll of the enterprising farmers of this
county, few are more highly respected than John Busch, of Twin township,
who has attained prominence in his chosen vocation and, for a number of
years, has stood as one of the foremost farmers in this part of Ohio. Mr.
Busch's success has been attained in a community that has been distinguished
for a long period for its progressive and enterprising farmers. Mr. Busch
realized early in life that no honor can be well merited that is not founded
upon worth and that no respect can be won that is not founded upon accomplishments. ' His life and labors have been eminently worthy because they
have been devoted to the best interests of his family and the community.
John Busch was born on September 25, i860, in Germany, the son of
John and Anna (Wealvbore) Busch, who have seven living children. John
Busch, Sr., was born in 1832 in Germany and came to Preble county, in 1885.
He raised tobacco for two years but grew tired of this occupation and then
moved to the home of his son, Detrich, in Alontgomery county, where he remained until his death in 1902. He was married twice and two children
(44)
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were born to the first union. Five children were born to the second union, of
whom John Busch is one. The second Airs. Busch was born in 1834 in Germany and died in 1897.
John Busch attended the schools in Germany and worked there as a
farm hand for four years. He also worked in Preble county, Ohio, for ten
years as a farm hand. In 1892 he rented one hundred and seventy acres of
land in Lanier township and four years later he moved to Gasper township
and rented two years. Subsequently, he returned to Lanier township and
rented two hundred and seventy-eight acres of land. In 1905 he moved to
Twin township and purchased one hundred and sixty acres. He sold forty
acres of this and now owns one hundred and nineteen acres of well-improved
land upon which he has made extensive improvements, including a tobacco
shed, one hundred and ten by thirty-eight feet, and also a stable, forty by
forty-four feet. Mr. Busch's chief products are tobacco, wheat, corn and
oats.
In 1890 John Busch was married to Dolly Fisher, who was born on December 10, 1867, in Lanier township, the daughter of David and Sarah
(Neff) Fisher, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio,
both now deceased. David Fisher was a farmer in Lanier township. To
Air. and Airs. John Busch, eight children have been born. Edward, deceased;
Christian, of Twin township: Harry. Anna. Carl. Clara. Warren and Grace,
all at home.
Mr. Busch is a Democrat and was elected a school director of district
No. 4 of Twin township four years ago and has served continuously since
that time. He and his family are members of the Evangelical Lutheran
church. John Busch is among the well-known citizens of Twin township
and is honored and respected by his neighbors. He has ever proved worthy
of any trust imposed upon him, either public or private.

TAMES E. WYNKOOP.
Many nations have contributed their best blood to the population of the
United States, but no nation has given to this country better citizens or more
loyal subjects than has Germany. The various revolutions which occurred
in Germany in the nineteenth century, while they were unfortunate for Germany, were, on the other hand, a blessing to America, for during these revolutions thousands of the best German people fled to the United States and
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became citizens of this country. No more patriotic citizens fought for the
north during the Civil War than did the thousands of German soldiers who
enlisted under the stars and stripes and fought for their newly-adopted
country. Wherever a German settlement is found in this country, thrift
and material advancement are sure to be seen. Among the many German
families which came to this country during the last century, that of the VVynkoops is one of the most prominent.
James E. Wynkoop, a farmer living on Rural Route i, out of Eldorado,
Ohio, and the proprietor of "Redpole Knoll Farm," consisting of one hundred
and sixty acres, was born two mites west of Somersville, Ohio, July 14, 1864,
the son of Isaac N. and Jane (Everson) Wynkoop, both natives of Butler
county. There were three brothers who came from Germany to the United
States early in the last century and established the Wynkoop family in this
country. All of the present Wynkoops are descendants of one of these three
brothers.
The father of James E. Wynkoop, Isaac N. Wynkoop, was reared in
Butler county, Ohio, and after his marriage there, moved to Indiana, where
he remained for a short time and then returned to Ohio. He came to Preble
county in 1874 and settled in Dixon township, where he owned eighty acres
of splendid land. Subsequently, he moved to Eaton and lived there three
years, when he bought a farm east of Eaton where one of his sons now resides. Both he and his wife died on this farm. Isaac N. Wynkoop and
wife were the parents of four children, H. E., who married Emma Charles,
now deceased, lived in Indiana; Laura B., the widow of Lewis Kongable, of
Winfield, Iowa; J. E., the subject of this sketch, and George F., who lives
on the old home farm east of Eaton.
James E. Wynkoop was seven years old when his parents came to Preble
county, Ohio. He was educated in the public schools and remained at home
until he had just passed his majority. During his early life he was a clerk
for several vears in Eaton and worked in the grain house for Cook & Aliller.
On Alarch 17, 1896, James E. Wynkoop was married to Alice Goldsmith, a native of Washington township and the daughter of P. C. Goldsmith,
to which union were born four children, Lidia M., the wife of Chester O.
Wright; Frank and Edgar (twins), born on September 23, 1899, now
students in the common schools, and Charles L., who was born in July, 1901.
Air. Wynkoop is an extensive breeder of thoroughbred Red-Polled cattle. His herd is headed by "Asadan, No. 23393," a v e r v valuable animal.
Mr. Wynkoop has, at the present time, about twenty head in his herd which
is as fine as any found in Preble county.
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Airs. Wynkoop is a devoted member of the Christian church. Air.
Wynkoop has always had considerable influence in local affairs. He is an
ardent Democrat in politics and at one time was justice of the peace of Washington township. Subsequently, he was an assessor in Washington township. Formerly, Air. Wynkoop was a member of the Knights of Pythias.
The Wynkoop family are highly respected citizens of AIo*roe township and
in every respect deserves the high esteem in which they are held by their
neighbors and fellow citizens.

LEANDER D. LESH.
The biographies of successful men are instructive as guides and incentives to those whose careers are yet to be made. The examples they furnish
of patient purpose and consecutive endeavor strongly illustrate what is in
the power of each to accomplish. Leander D. Lesh is a conspicuous example
of one who has lived to good purpose and achieved a high degree of success
in the special cares to which his talents and industries have been devoted.
Leander D. Lesh, vice-president of the Preble County National Bank and
secretary of the Eaton Loan and Home Aid Association, was born in Gratis
township, Preble county, Ohio, October 22, 1849, the son of Henry and Julia
Ann (Alorningstar) Lesh, natives of Preble county, Ohio, who were parents
of three children, Jonas, of Sabina, Ohio; Lydia, the wife of John Lantis,
of Gratis township; and Leander D.
Henry Lesh was reared in Lanier township and became a farmer, owning a farm of one hundred and sixty acres at the time of his death in 1852,
at the age of thirty-two. His widow survived him more than thirty vears,
her death occurring in 1883, at the age of sixty-two. He was reared a
Dunkard and his wife was also a member of that church.
The paternal grandparents of Leander D. Lesh were Jacob and Alary
(Landis) Lesh, natives of Pennsylvania and Virginia, respectively. They
were early pioneers and farmers in Preble county and lived to advanced
ages, Airs. Lesh being nearly ninety-six years of age when she died. They
were the parents of eight children: Joel, Jacob, John, Daniel, Henry, Mary,
Susanna and Aaron.
The maternal grandparents of Leander D. Lesh were George Alorningstar and wife, natives of Maryland and early settlers in Preble county, where
they followed the occupation of farming. They also were Dunkards and
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lived to advanced ages. They were the parents of seven children: Solomon,
Susanna, Eliza, Alary, Anna, Lydia and Julia Ann.
Leander D. Lesh was reared as a farmer boy and attended the country
schools and later the Normal University, at Lebanon, Ohio, lie taught for
about fourteen years, at the end of which service he was elected clerk of the
Preble county courts, in which office he served six and one-half years. He
then worked at the real estate and loan business for several years, finally
becoming secretary of the Eaton Loan and Home Aid Company, which position he now holds. Air. Lesh also is vice-president of the Preble County
National Bank and secretary of the Eaton Telephone Company, and has
lived in Eaton since the first of January, 1888.
Leander D. Lesh was married to Lola Lockwood, the daughter of
Samuel and Sarah (Clayton) Lockwood, who was born in Eaton, her parents
having been natives of Preble county. She is a member of the Presbyterian
church.
Air. Lesh belongs to Bolivar lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Alasons;
Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Alasons, and Reed Commandery No. 6,
Knights Templar, of Dayton. He also is a thirty-second-degree Scottish
Rite Alason, and belongs to Antioch Temple, Nobles of the Alystic Shrine.
Politically, Air. Lesh is a Republican. Mr. and Airs. Lesh are highly respected in the community in which they live and are prominent in the society
of Eaton and extremely popular in social circles.

AIICHAEL BROWN.
Of the thousands of occupations listed in the United States census report, there is hardly more than one which is absolutely necessary to man's
existence. The three things without which man cannot live are food, clothing and shelter. The farmer not only controls the food supply, but also the
clothing products of the world. His is the only occupation which can exist
independently of the others. Within recent years, the business of farming
has taken on increased dignity. The farmer of today has the advantage of
working with machinery which renders his work free from many of its
former disadvantages. Competition, however, requires the very best efforts
in all lines of endeavor and this is especially true of farming. From the time
of the earliest spring planting until the crops are harvested, the farmer's
life is a busy one and the good wife must toil as unceasingly as her husband.
One of the prosperous farmers of Preble county, who is now living retired, is
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Alichael Brown, of Harrison township, a man who has always taken a deep
interest in agriculture and has recognized industry and management as the
basis of success.
Michael Brown was born on February 1, 1844, in Harrison township,
Preble county, Ohio, the son of Eli and Alary (Cox) Brown, who were the
parents of nine children, Airs. Alartha Hecathorn, deceased; Severe and Nelson, deceased; Mrs. Sarah Odell, a resident of Ithaca, Ohio; Michael, the
subject of this sketch; Mrs. Jerusha Banta, a resident of Castine, Ohio; Airs.
Amanda Bosman, of Brookville, Ohio; Airs. Mary Parks, of Harrison township; and Airs. Catherine Alinich, of Manchester, Ohio.
Eli Brown, the father of Michael, was born in 1815, in Harrison township, Preble county, and was a farmer all of his life. Fie died in 1898 and
his wife died eleven years before.
Alichael Brown was married in 1865 to Almira Dinwiddie, the daughter
of James R. and Sarah (Niswonger) Dinwiddie. Airs. Brown was born
August 8, 1842, on the farm where she now resides. Her father was born
in 1817 at Centerville, Ohio, and came to Preble county, Ohio, with his
father, who settled in section 15, where he spent the remainder of his life.
Mrs. Brown's mother died when she was only eighteen months old.
Alichael Brown has always been a hard-working, industrious farmer.
He was a renter for many years, and was very successful in his farming
operations. He is a stockholder in several concerns, and financially, has accumulated a handsome competence for old age. Air. and Mrs. Brown together own two hundred and sixty acres of land, and have made extensive
improvements upon this property. They have always kept a high grade of
stock. They have now turned the active management of the farm over to
their son, August W., who makes a specialty of breeding full-blooded Jersey
cattle.
To Air. and Mrs. Brown ten children have been born: Airs. Ida Hinea,
who is referred to elsewhere in this volume; Frank, who assists in farming
his father's land; Myrtle, deceased; Osborne, also deceased; August, living
at home and farming the home place; Mrs. Carrie Howell, living in Harrison
township; "Mrs. Zella Studebaker, deceased; Charles, deceased; Airs. Amanda
Gebhart, living in Harrison township; and Goldsmith, unmarried and living
at home.
Mr. and Mrs. Brown are active members of the United Brethren church,
in whose welfare they are interested, and to whose support they are liberal
contributors. They are prominent citizens of the community where they reside, and are admired and respected by their neighbors and friends.
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GEORGE C. HORN.
What a wonderful heritage a man gives his children and his descendants in passing from this life, when he leaves behind him a knowledge of an
active life well spent and evidences of the good he accomplished for his age
and community and the ages and communities to follow. To be considered
the foremost man of his county in his day and a leader in all things pertaining to the welfare of his community, does not fall to the lot of many men.
Only those who are truly great in heart and mind and possessed of indomitable energy and unfailing optimism, are capable of winning the trust and
confidence which place them in the leadership in matters of public good,
especially in a new section. This cheering knowledge is possessed by the
descendants of Henry Horn, among whom is George C. Horn, the subject
of this sketch.
George C. Horn, a contractor and builder of Lewsiburg, Ohio, was born
on April 30, 1857, at Lewisburg, Preble county, Ohio. Fie is the son of
Jacob and Elmira (Rowland) Horn, who were the parents of six children,
George C, the subject of this sketch; Airs. Alary Jane Heeter, who lives in
Twin township, Preble county; Airs. Elizabeth Bishop, of Chicago, Illinois;
Charles A., who died at the age of six months; Mrs. Emma E. Schlotterbeck, of Preble county; and Calvin, who is farming the old home place.
Jacob Horn was born on January 3, 1836, at Lewisburg. He was a
farmer in Preble county and died in 1894 on his farm. He was the son of
George and Sarah (Good) Horn, natives of Virginia, who came to Preble
county with their parents. The father of George Horn was Henry Horn.
Henry Horn was born at Huttenburg, Germany, in 1755, and came with
his parents to America in 1768. They settled in Adams county, Pennsylvania, and remained there until 1790, in which year Henry Horn moved to
Virginia. Either just before coming to America or during the passage on
the ocean, Henry Horn's parents lost the money with which to pay for their
passage and the steamship company bound them out for security of the debt.
In 1806, Henry Horn came to Ohio, coming down the Ohio river by boat
and landing near the present city of Cincinnati, then containing only a few
huts. At this time he could have purchased land within the present limits
of Cincinnati for ten dollars an acre but this price then was considered very
high. Hearing that the price of land was much less up the state, he traveled
in a northerly direction from what is now the Queen City and purchased a
large tract between Eaton and Camden at one dollar and twenty-five cents
an acre.
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It was Henry Horn's intention to move to Ohio, but his wife, hearing
of the savagery of the Indians, declined to come, so he sold the land and returned to Virginia. In the meantime, his wife died and he returned to Ohio
in 1814 in search of land and prospecting for a mill site. Finding a mill on
the location of the old Turner mill, he purchased this, together with two hundred and eighty acres, which included some of the present town of Lewisburg, building his house on the site known as Horn's Hill, facing the east,
which is on North Greenville street, Lewisburg, and overlooks the beautiful
and fertile Twin valley.
His first house was made of hewn logs and was built in 1814, more than
one hundred years ago. This land has remained, in the possession of the
Horn family until the present day. The farm was handed down to Henry
Horn's son, Alichael Horn, who with his wife made it their lifelong home.
They reared a family of seven children, William, Elizabeth, Henry, Amanda,
Allen, Catherine and Isabel. Of this family only Elizabeth and Isabel, who
now occupy the old home, inherited from their father at his death in 1891,
are now living.
The mill which Henry Horn purchased, having been destroyed by fire,
was rebuilt and has long since been known as the old Turner mill. Henry
Horn also built a saw-mill, still-house and tannery. Being interested in the
organization of a town, he made a plat consisting of twenty-eight lots and
on September 7, 1818, he laid out the town of Lewisburg. naming it after
an old town in Virginia. The first church was erected in 1820, on the spot
where Roselawn cemetery is now located. It was a log church and the logs
were hewn by Air. Beard. The pioneer settlers came from miles around to
the "raising," accompanied by their wives and daughters. Reverend Espech
was the first minister who preached in this church.
Thus is George C. Horn, the subject of this sketch, a descendant of
this early pioneer and the man who had so much to do with leaving the marks
of civilization in this primeval wilderness. George C. Horn's mother, who
was Elmira Rowland, was born on April 3, 1836, in northern New York, the
daughter of Alichael Rowland, a native of New York state and an early
settler in Jay county, Indiana. She is now living on the old home place in
Preble county.
George C. Horn was reared on the farm and attended the district schools
and the public schools of Lewisburg, Ohio. He began working for himself
when about twenty-four years old. He worked at several different kinds of
work, including about seven years in the lime-kiln quarries, at the end of
which time he went to Lewisburg and for twelve years worked in a shoe store
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for Air. Finney. Thereafter he worked in the Zoological Gardens at Cincinnati for two years and then learned carpenter work in that city. In 1907,
with his son, Edgar J. C, he started what was known as the Home Builders
Contracting and Building Company. They began on a small scale and have
gradually broadened the scope of their work.
Air. Horn was married in 1881 to Elizabeth C. Disher, who was born in
Harrison township, Preble county, Ohio, in 1857, the daughter of Christian
and Alary AI. (Reichard) Disher, both natives of Ohio, and now both deceased. Two children have been born to this union, Edgar J. C, who is in
partnership with his father; and Edith AI., who is at home.
In 1902 Air. Flora was elected mayor of Lewisburg and served two
years. He has held nearly all the other offices in the town of Lewisburg and
has extensive property interests in this town.
Air. Horn is a Republican and is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran
church. In his work as a contractor and builder, George C. Horn is earning out the work of his worthy ancestor, Henry Horn, who himself was the
first great builder in this section of Preble county.

WILLIAAI EDWARD GOLDSMITH.
The venerable gentleman who is the subject of this sketch is one of the
older residents of Preble county. By correct principles of living he has
won the confidence and good will of the people of his community and is
favorably known throughout the county of which he has been so long an
honored citizen. In the highest sense of the term, he is a self-made man and
as such has met with success in material things. His career is one which
may be studied with profit by the young men of the present generation.
William E. Goldsmith, a retired farmer living at 506 West Alain street,
Eaton, Ohio, was born one mile west of Eaton on the west road, Alarch 19,
1836, the son of William and Mary (Null) Goldsmith.
William Goldsmith was the son of John and Alary (Bridge) Goldsmith. John Goldsmith, better known as "Uncle John," was born in New
Jersey and married Alary Bridge in that state. They moved to Ohio, stopping for a short time in Butler county, near Middletown. He came on and
entered a quarter section one mile west of Eaton, Ohio, in 1802, and the
family moved to this farm in 1806. At this time he engaged in hauling
merchandise from Cincinnati, Ohio, to Eaton and Richmond, Indiana,
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eighteen days being required to make the trip through the woods. He lived
on this farm the remainder of his life. During the War of 1812 he was six
months engaged in a fight with the Indians. He never liked to take medicine. He and his family were members of the Christian church, of which
he was a deacon and to which he was a liberal contributor. He and his wife
were the parents of three children, Benjamin, William and Deliverance, the
latter a girl.
William Goldsmith, the father of William E., was born in 1800 and
was six years old when his father moved to the farm near Eaton. He
grew up and helped to clear two farms. He married Mary Null, whose
mother's name was Oler. William Goldsmith and wife settled on the old
homestead on the north and lived on this farm until his death in 1882. His
wife died in 1886. William Goldsmith was a quiet and unassuming man
and an honorable citizen. Throughout his life, Air. Goldsmith prospered
in farming. His first tax receipt on a quarter section was for the payment
of one dollar and sixty-two cents. Air. and Mrs. Goldsmith were the parents of nine children, two of whom are living, Pliny, who is a resident of
Eaton, Ohio; and William E., who is the subject of this sketch.
William E. Goldsmith was reared on a farm west of Eaton and when
he was old enough he went to a subscription school and later attended the
public schools. He remained with his father until after he had reached his
majority.
William E. Goldsmith was married in October, 1857, to Emeline Bowles,
who was born in Preble county and was reared in this county. She had
attended the subscription and public schools of the county. Air. and Mrs.
Goldsmith rented land for a short time and later went to Huntington county,
Indiana, locating near Andrews, Indiana, where he purchased eighty acres.
They lived there three years during which time a daughter was born. He
sold out and returned to Preble county, buying land in Jackson township,
where he lived for two years. He traded this farm for one hundred acres
near New Hope and lived on this latter farm nine years. During this time
his first wife died, in September, 1874. Three children were born to this
marriage, Minnie, who is the wife of Frank Dunlap, of Eaton; William A.,
who is a farmer in Washington township, and Clara, who is the wife of
Edgar Quinn, of Washington township.
Mr. Goldsmith sold his farm and moved on a rented farm after the
death of his first wife. He married, secondly, November, 1875, Phoebe
Whiteneck, the daughter of John and Rebecca Whiteneck, who was born
on April 6, 1844, i n Warren county, Ohio.
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Air. and Airs. Goldsmith have a substantial competence for their old
age, owning one hundred and ten acres in Washington township near the
corporation line of Eaton, also a house and lot in Eaton. Mr. Goldsmith
is a member of Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Both he and his wife are members of the Daughters of Rebekah. Mrs.
Goldsmith is a member of the Christian church and active in church affairs.
Air. Goldsmith is a Democrat and served as one of the trustees of the township for fourteen years, during which time he discharged his duties with
rare ability and courage.

JOHN A. CAIL.
Holding prestige among the successful farmers of Jackson township,
John A. Cail has had much to do in advancing the material interests of
Jackson township, and making it one of the agricultural centers of Preble
county. He is distinctly representative of his sphere of activity and has
contributed in no small measure to the prosperity of the 'township which is
his home and field of operation. At the same time he has established a lasting reputation for honor and integrity.
John A. Cail, a farmer and representative citizen of Jackson township
and a brother of David F. Cail, referred to elsewhere in this volume, was
born in Jefferson township, this county, September 27, 1851, the son of
James G. and Elizabeth J. (McCown) Cail.
Mrs. James G. Cail was the daughter of John and Mary (Campbell)
AlcCown and one of seven children born to her parents, the others being
James, who lives at New Paris; Sarah, who is deceased; John C , who lives
at Streator, Illinois and who served in the Civil War; Nancy, who is deceased; Margaret, of New Paris; and Alexander, who was a soldier in the
Civil War. Mr. and Airs. James G. Cail were married in 1847 a n ( l a h s t
of their children is set out in the biographical sketch of David F. Cail,
presented elsewhere in these pages.
John A. Cail was born in Jefferson township, this county, and lived
there until 1864, when he moved to Jackson township. He was educated
in the common schools of Preble county, remaining at home until he was
twenty-one years old. His father having died in 1865, Mr. Cail remained
with his mother.
On March 22, 1883, John A. Cail was married to Louise Short, who
was born October 15, 1854, in Cincinnati, Ohio, the daughter of J. M. and
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Adelia (Graham) Short. She went to Wayne county, Indiana, with her
parents in 1858 and lived there until 1885, when she came to Preble county,
and has been a resident of this county since that time. She was educated
in the common schools of Indiana.
To John A. and Louise (Short) Cail four children have been born,
Mabel E., who is a graduate of the Jackson township high school, Ernest
AI., J. R. and Stanley G, all of whom are still single and at home.
Mr. Cail owns one hundred and twenty-three and one-third acres, a
part of the old McCown homestead. The ownership of practically all of
this farm is the result of Mr. Cail's own efforts. He is a general farmer
and stock raiser and has been quite successful.
Mr. Cail is a Republican although he has never been particularly active
in political affairs. He does, however, take a keen interest in matters which
relate to the public welfare and has never shown any hesitancy in devoting
his time and his energy toward working out the problems of better local
government.

RICHARD E. BRANDENBURG.
One of the influential citizens of Campbellstown, Ohio, is Richard E.
Brandenburg, who is also one of the leading farmers of Jackson township.
He is a man of excellent endowment and upright character and has been a
valued factor in local affairs. He has ever commanded the unequivocal
confidence and esteem of the community in which he lives, being loyal in the
upbuilding of this community and ever vigilant in his efforts to further the
interests of the town along material, moral and civic lines.
Richard E. Branderburg was born near Germantown, in Alontgomery
county, Ohio, September 5, 1851, a son of Samuel and Melinda (Feasler)
Brandenburg. His father was born in Frederick county, Maryland, in 1814,
the son of Jacob Brandenburg, who was born, reared and married in Maryland and there spent his life. Samuel Brandenburg came from Maryland
to Ohio, locating in Montgomery county, where he spent the remainder of
his life. He learned the shoemaker's trade and worked at it until he was
thirty years old, when he took up farming. He acquired a farm of two
hundred and forty acres, all of which he made for himself. He was a quiet
unassuming man, and a good citizen. He died in Montgomery county in
Alarch, 1871, his wife having preceded him to the grave in 1854. After
his wife's death he married again, but there were no children by this sec-
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ond marriage. By the first marriage there were nine children. I'we of whom
are now living, Aaron P., who is an engineer in Germantown. Ohio; Samuel
T. a farmer in Whitley county, Indiana; Anna R., the wife of Henry Green,
of Alontgomery county, Ohio; Richard E., who is the subject of this sketch;
and John W., a farmer in Gratis township.
Richard E. Brandenburg was reared in Alontgomery county, educated
in the common schools of that county and at the National Normal University at Lebanon, Ohio. He became a teacher early in life and taught in the
district schools of Warren and Alontgomery counties. He then took up
farming and now owns an excellent farm of two hundred acres immediately
adjoining the town of Campbellstown on the east, all of which is in a high
state of cultivation.
On January 13, 1876, Air. Brandenburg was married to Emily A.
Cooper, a daughter of Jacob and Harriett (Patton) Cooper, the former a
native of German township, Montgomery county, who came to Preble county
in 1877 and lived there until his death in January, 1896. He was the father
of eight children, four of whom are now living, Peter R., who is a retired
farmer of Jackson township; Catherine J., the wife of Wesley Smith, of
Alontgomery county, Ohio; Joseph S., who is a farmer in Jackson township.
Preble county, and Emily A., the wife of Air. Brandenburg. She was reared
on a farm in Alontgomery county.
To Richard E. and Emily A. (Cooper) Brandenburg six children have
been born, Edna, the wife of Ed Irvin,. of Jackson township; Peter E., who
married Grace Wilford and lives in Jackson township; Samuel J., who married Alargaret Johnston, lives at Oxford, Ohio, and is a graduate of Oxford
University, where he is librarian; Clyde, deceased; Harriet, a graduate of
the Jackson township high school and the wife of Homer Hart, of Dixon
township;. Orpha A., the wife of Everette Yost, of Washington township,
and Harold D., who is a student in the high school at Campbellstown and
lives at home.
Mr. Brandenburg is a Democrat and has served as trustee and a member of the school board. He also was elected land appraiser in 1910. In
1914 he was appointed assessor of Jackson township, having served as chattel assessor in 1890. Mr. Brandenburg is a member of the Preble County
Agricultural Society and has been so associated since 1901. He is a member of Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Air. and
Mrs. Brandenburg are members of the Christian church at Campbellstown
and Mrs. Brandenburg is a member of the Ladies' Aid Society and has
served as vice-president and treasurer of this organization for the past
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two years. Mr. and Airs. Brandenburg are popular in the community where
they live and are representative citizens of the Campbellstown neighborhood
and wholly worthy of the esteem which the community has bestowed upon
them.

GEORGE F. STEMPEL.
Descended from honored ancestry and himself numbered among the
leading citizens of Preble county, Ohio, George F. Stempel is entitled to
to specific recognition in a work of this character. A resident of Preble
county for many years, he has strengthened his hold on the hearts of the
people with whom he has been associated and today none enjoys a larger
circle of warm friends and acquaintances, friends who esteem him because
of his sterling qualities of character and his business abilities.
George F. Stempel, a farmer and general merchant of New Hope,
Ohio, was born in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, October II,
1868, the son of George and Elizabeth (Weaver) Stempel, both of whom
were born in Hessecastle, Germany, August 29, 1828. They both came to
the United States in 1846 and landed at New York city, later proceeding
to Cleveland and finally to Cincinnati, Ohio, where they were married.
From Cincinnati they came to Preble county, Ohio, and located near Camden, where they lived a short time, after which they moved to Jackson township. George Stempel, Sr., owned about thirteen acres of land and was
very poor when he was married. He was not accustomed to the manners
and ways of this country and people took advantage of him. His wife
died in September, 1906, and he is still living at the age of eighty-seven
years. He is a member of the United Brethren church and has been a member of this church all his life. Mr. and Mrs. Stempel were the parents of
eight children: Caroline, who married Joseph Essenmacher, of Richmond,
Indiana, and died on November II, 1915; J. A., of Wayne county, Indiana;
W. H., of Decatur, Illinois; Catherine, the wife of Edward Treffinger, of
Jackson township; C. K , of Wayne county, Indiana; W. R., of Jackson
township; George F., the subject of this sketch, and another who died in
early youth.
George F. Stempel, Jr., was reared mostly in Jackson township where
he attended the public schools. He was twenty years old when he quit
school. He started out to work at this age at the carpenter trade and
worked in Hamilton, Ohio, for a time. He then went to Chicago, Illinois,
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and was in the restaurant business for fifteen years there. From Chicago
he went to California where he spent one year on a fruit farm which he
and his brother owned, after which he returned to Preble county. Air.
Stempel drives a huckster wagon that has been in the family for forty years.
George F. Stempel was married on October 20, 1909. to Anna Wilsdorf, who was born in Wayne county, Indiana, November 18, 1883. the
daughter of August and Bertha (Uhde) Wilsdorf. Her mother was born
in Hanover, Germany, and came to the United States when a child. Her father is also of German descent. He is deceased, but his widow is still living at Richmond, Indiana, and is a member of the Trinity- Lutheran church
in that city.
Air. Stempel is a member of Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, of Eaton, and of Eaton Chapter No. 23, Royal Arch Masons. He also holds membership in Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In politics, Mr. Stempel has been an ardent Socialist
since 1896 and is very much interested in the rise and growth of this party.
He is one of the leaders of the political movements in his community and
one of the best-informed men on politics in Jackson township.

DAVID F. CAIL.
One of the enterprising and successful farmers of Jackson township,
Preble county, Ohio, and one of the best known, is David C. Cail, who lives
on Rural Route 1, out of Campbellstown.
David F. Cail was born July 19, 1853, in Jefferson township, Preble
county, Ohio, the son of James G. and Elizabeth (McCown) Cail. James
G. Cail was born in Virginia and his wife was born in Preble county, Ohio,
a daughter of John and Mary (Campbell) McCown, natives of Tennessee
who settled in Jackson township and became large landowners.
James G. Cail was the father of seven children, four of whom are now
living, John A., of Jackson township; David F., the subject of this sketch;
James, of Washington township, and Edgar P., of Jefferson township.
David F. Cail was reared on a farm and attended school No. 3, in
Jackson township. He worked on the old home farm until he was married,
on December 12, 1878, to Annie Crist, who was born in Wayne county, Indiana, in 1857. She was a daughter of Leander Crist and educated in the
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common schools of Wayne county. After their marriage they moved to a
farm of forty acres in Jackson township, to which they have since added until they now own one hundred and twenty acres in Jackson township, which
has greatly improved under their ownership.
Air. and Airs. Cail are the parents of twelve children, eleven of whom
are now living: Bessie Alay, born on September 28, 1879, is the wife of
Edgar T. Short; Alay P., born on November 7, 1880, is the wife of Jerry
McCarty; Florence B., born on December 22, 1881, died on November 3,
1883; Carl L., born on September 21, 1883, married Fannie Waugh; Anna
A., born on September 25, 1885, is unmarried and at home; Ethel J., born
on October 29, 1888, is a graduate of the Jackson township high school and
was a teacher in Jackson township; Fred D., born on June 29, 1890, is single and at home; Jessie AI., born on April II, 1892, is a graduate of the high
school and is at home; Blanche M., born on September 27, 1893, *s a graduate of the high school; Hazel W., born on June 30, 1895, is a graduate of
the high school, and Paul F., born on January 24, 1900, is a student in the
Campbellstown schools. The eight latter children are all at home. Bessie,
Ethel and Carl and members of the church of the Disciples of Christ, the
others are members of the Friends church.
David F. Cail is an ardent Republican and takes an interest of the politics of his community and his township. He is well known throughout
Jackson township for his sterling integrity and in his long residence there
has gained a host of friends.

EDWARD S. STOTLER.
Success is the result of many factors which are not likely to appear in
a bare statement of facts concerning a man's, life. Success is, however, by
no means a matter of accident, but on the contrary it is the result of careful,
painstaking, diligent attention to business. Imagination is perhaps more
vital to success than industry or even economy in personal or private life.
Good judgment is merely one phase of a good active imagination. Edward
S. Stotler is possessed of all these qualities. Moreover, he won the reputation early in life of strict honesty and fair dealing, no small factors in his
great personal triumph. Everything he touched has turned out well because
he reasoned well regarding the future. Now in the evening of life he is
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able to look back upon his career with the keen satisfaction of one who has
made each moment count for something achieved, something done.
Edward S. Stotler was born in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, near the
summit of the Alleghany mountains, February 13, 1825, the son of Jacob
and Annie (Sorber) Stotler, natives of Somerset county. They had a large
family, three of whom are now living, Edward S., of Eaton, Ohio; Aliriani,
the wife of Joseph Coop, of West Alexandria, Ohio; and Alargaret, the widow
of Bethuel Harris and now living in Eldorado, Ohio. The others died when
quite young.
Jacob Stotler was reared in Somerset county and came to Ohio in 1833,
locating two miles east of West Alexandria, where he bought a farm of one
hundred and sixty acres, which he cleared and improved. He died there in
1851, well advanced in years. His wife died some years prior to his death.
She was a member of the Lutheran church, white he was a believer in the
doctrine of the Universalist church. He was one of the directors of the
Turnpike Company and helped to build the early turnpike road and also
built a mile of what became later a part of the National road. In early manhood Jacob Stotler taught school in Pennsylvania.
The paternal grandparents of Edward S. Stotler were John Stotler and
wife, natives of Pennsylvania and of German descent. John Stotler kept a
hotel for many years near the summit of the Alleghany mountains in Somerset county. He died there at a very old age, likewise his wife. They had
a small family. The maternal grandparents of Edward S. Stotler were Daniel
and Elizabeth (Sivits) Sorber, natives of Pennsylvania. They, also, died well
advanced in years. They reared a large family, including Joseph, Adam,
Daniel, Annie and Elizabeth.
Edward S. Stotler was eight years old when he came to Preble county,
Ohio, in 1833, with his parents and has lived here ever since, except seventeen months when he went to California. He went by the way of the Gulf
of Mexico and across the Isthmus of Panama, being on the gulf nineteen
days and five days crossing the isthmus, and also fifty-two days on the ocean
on the British barque, "Circassian," controlled by an English captain and
crew. He worked in the mines for a short time but was ill while there. He
arrived in San Francisco in February, 1851, and later returned to Preble
county, Ohio. He arrived home from California with about three dollars
in money and worked out by the day at plowing and harvesting, taking contracts for harvesting grain and cutting timber.
While in California Mr. Stotler went from San Francisco to Sacramento
(45)
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City: and from there to Alormon.Islands where he fell in debt a few dollars, and then left for Cold Springs, California, near Sutter's Mills, where
gold .was .first discovered in. the digging of the mill race. His father died a
few. nionths after his arrival home and at the sale of his father's farm he
bought, in partnership with his sister, Lucinda, the one hundred and sixty
acres: H e farmed t h a t for two years and then sold the farm to two men by
the name.of Coffman, after which he went to Iowa for four or five months.-.
H e theu came .back and he and his sister, Lucinda, lived together until his
marriage in 1857, after which, in partnership with John Gale and Diedrich
Glander, he built a floor and saw-mill.. H e and. John. Gale also rented a mill
three miles:south of West Alexandria from Abraham-Uoklerman for one year,
three, thousand dollars that year. With other parties he started t h e Twin
Valley Bank in West. Alexandria and was connected with it for a number of
years. Later, in partnership with. M r . Gale, he established the Eaton Banking Company.and operated that for some years, when he sold his stock and
engaged in extensive farming and in.loaning money. Fie now owns about
sixteen hundred acres of fertile land in Preble county. Ohio, Randolph and
Blackburn counties, Indiana. H e also owns considerable business and residence, property iri Eaton, Ohio. :. ..',••.,,'' :•.. - : •;
••- ,<. •• - :
- Air: Stotler-was married hi 1857 to Sarah Holderman, the daughter of
Abraham and Elizabeth ( F i s h e r ) ' Holderman. She died in 1861. Two
children were bora to this marriage; Sallie E., who died from an accident in
the •mill when about fifteen years old;-and John H . , who now lives at H a r t ford'City, Indiana. In 1898 Air. Stotler married again, his second wife beingHarriet Bonner. There was one' son born to this union, Edward.
. .*
Mr. Stotler is a Democrat and during the Civil W a r he was a "squirrel
hunteri",; Operating, 'in arid: around-Cincinnati'.- H e served as treasurer of
Lanier township, Preble county, for about-seventeen years. He.is a member
Of ' the." Masonic fraternity. In many respects Air. Stotler-is-a remarkable
man..- Although he celebrated hisninetieth birthday anniversary on February
rI3i 191.5; he can. read ordinary'print without glasses.--' H e keeps well informed
on current events-and his mind is clear, very few men of his age having
such .a-mastery of memory.- H e is one of the : largest land owners in the
•c'dunty and lias- various' business interests, "all of which he looks after per.sortally,-driving out almost daily to look after his farms and keeping up-im.provements on t h e m . ' H e has always been industrious' and ~a good manager,
and through his own efforts has accumulated "much more than a competency
• f orchis- old a g e . . H e is one: of the largest tax-payers in "Preble county. In
every respect Air. Stotler is a self-made man.
-.:.'.

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

7O7

C H A R L E S A. M U R R A Y .
The lives of successful men are instructive as guides and incentives
to those whose careers are yet to be achieved. The examples they furnish
of patient purpose and consecutive endeavor strongly illustrate what is in
the power of each to accomplish. Charles A. Murray is a conspicuous example of one who has lived to good purpose and achieved a definite degree
of success in the special cares to which his talents and energies have been
directed.
Charles A. Alurray, the proprietor of a farm consisting of two hundred, and twenty-seven acres six miles northwest of Eaton, Ohio, on the
Eaton and Richmond pike, was born in Jefferson township, Preble county,
Ohio, October 8, 1874, the son of James and Alartha J. (Mills) Murray.
James Murray was born in Eaton, Ohio, February 28, 1843, and died on
Alarch 25, 1905. James Alurray was the son of Henry M. Murray, who
was a native of Delaware and who settled in Preble county, where he married Lydia Brasier, who died when James was quite small. The Murrays
are of Scottish descent.
Charles A. Murray's mother lives in Jefferson township. She is the
mother of eight children, six of whom are now living, Edwin O., who is a
graduate of the New Paris high school and the Richmond Business College. H e is a resident of New Paris and one of the directors of the New
Paris Bank. ' Charles A. is the subject of this sketch. Elwood is a graduate
of. the" Jackson township high school. " H e is a farmer' and lives at 'home.
Cora A . ' i s a graduate of the New Paris high school and the wife df Dr.
W . H . Swisher, of Dayton, Ohio. Ethel AI. is unmarried and at home.
Albert J. is a graduate of the New Paris high school and a farmer, who
lives at home. Olive died in July, 1914. She was t h e w i f e of Will Tyler.
Charles A. Alurray was reared on the paternal farm and was graduated from the New Paris high school. H e attended the Normal University at Ada, Ohio, and taught school for five years, after which he attended
the Indiana State Normal School at Terre Haute. H e lacked one" year of
graduating from this latter institution. He taught school one year after
finishing his studies in Indiana, and on February 27, 1901, married Josie
ATarkey, who was born in Jackson township, this county, the daughter of
Jonas and Julia (Bloomfield) Mackey. T o this union two children have
been born, Elizabeth, born on Alay 3, 1903, and Louise, born on June 15,
1905Alr. Murray is a breeder of high-grade stock of all kinds and makes a
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specialty of hogs. He is interested in farmers' institutes and took the extension course in agriculture at Eaton. He owns a modern home with splendid improvements. His farm is well drained and well fenced and in every
respect kept in good repair. Air. Murray is interested in and manager of
other farm lands in Preble county than the farm upon which he lives.
Mr. and Mrs. Murray are members of the Presbyterian church at New
Paris, and he is a member of Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias,
in which he is a past chancellor. He is a Republican, but has never taken
an active part in the councils of this party. The Murrays are influential
farmers in Jackson township, Mr. Murray being one of those men who
have adopted modern progressive methods of farming. His prosperity and
success as a farmer are due in a large measure to the adoption of modern
inventions for farming.

WILLIAM S. JOHNSON.
The best history of a community or state is that which deals most with
the lives and activities of its people, especially of those who by their own
endeavor and indomitable energy have forged to the front and placed themselves in the position to deserve the rank of progressive citizens. William
S. Johnson affords a conspicuous example of the successful, self-made American, who is not only eminently deserving of the confidence reposed in him
by his fellow citizens, but who also possesses the necessary energy and talent
that fit him to discharge worthily the duties of a responsible place with which
he has been honored by the people of Preble county.
William S. Johnson, one of the commissioners of Preble county, Ohio,
was born in Washington township, this county, September 2, 1864, the son
of Rev. Hiram and Amanda (Benjamin) Johnson. Rev. Hiram Johnson
was a son of Isaiah and Nancy Johnson and was born in Perry township,
Montgomery county, Ohio, February 8, 1827, and died in Preble county,
Ohio, September 20, 1906, at the age of seventy-nine years, seven months and
twelve days. In 1846 he was married to Mary A. Moontank, who lived but
a short time. He married, secondly, Amanda J. Benjamin, October 1, 1849,
and to this second union were born seven sons and two daughters.
Rev. Hiram Johnson joined the Methodist Episcopal church and in 1846
was licensed to exhort by Rev. Benjamin P. Wheat, pastor in charge at Lewisburg, Ohio. In 1851 he was licensed to preach at Johnsville, Ohio, by Rev.
George W. Walker, presiding elder of the Dayton district, was ordained
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deacon at an annual conference held at Urbana, Ohio, in 1854, by Bishop
Alorris and was ordained elder at an annual conference at Cincinnati in 1875
by Bishop Andrews. He was a supply minister on the Camden circuit in
1854 with Rev. David H. Sargent, and for his services he received two hundred dollars. He was the supply minister of the Lewisburg circuit with Rev.
William Fitzgerald in 1853. ^ e n a f l thirteen appointments and for his
services received one hundred and forty dollars. He supplied the New Paris
circuit in 1856, the Alacedonia church four years, the Enterprise church one
year, Salem one year and Young's school house one year. These days when
he had regular work, were the happiest of his life. Whenever he held special
services the Lord was with him, sinners were converted and men and women
joined the church. "They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; they that turn many to righteousness shine as the stars forever
and forever."
Rev. Hiram Johnson conducted more funerals and performed more
marriages than any man in Preble county. During the Civil War he enlisted
as a private in Company F, One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Regiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, being enrolled on Alay 21, 1864, and sworn in for one
hundred days and was discharged on September 1, 1864, at the expiration
of his enlistment. Six of the Johnson brothers took part in that bloody war.
Rev. Hiram Johnson joined the Alasonic lodge at West Alexandria in 1854.
He was elected trustee of Washington township, serving for nine years, and
was postmaster of New Westville, Ohio, three years, performing his duties in
all of these positions with great sincerity and efficiency. He lived a devout
and upright life and was respected by everyone.
William S. Johnson was reared on a farm and at the proper age entered
the district schools, which he attended during the winters and in the summers helped on the farm. At the age of fourteen he began to do work for
himself, giving his wages to his parents until he was eighteen years old.
At this time he began to keep his earnings and was a faithful and trusted
employee. He worked three years on a farm for one man and for nine
years he had worked for but three men. When he was married he had managed to save about one thousand dollars, which he had to start with.
In November, 1889, William S. Johnson was united in marriage with
Elizabeth Dalrymple, the daughter of John Dalrymple, who was reared on a
farm in Preble county, and received her education in the public schools of the
county. After their marriage they purchased seventeen acres of land and
later added forty-two acres and still later one hundred and eight acres until
they now own one hundred and fifty acres four miles north of Eaton, Ohio.
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To William S. and Elizabeth (Dalrymple) Johnson three sons have been
born, Raymond D., born in 1894, Carl C, born in 1899, and John H., born
in 1904.

Mr. Johnson is a member of Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias,
and is active in the affairs of this lodge. He is a Republican and is now
closing his second term as county commissioner and has proved a very efficient
and capable officer. In fact, his second election is the greatest testimony
that can be presented, not only of his efficiency as a public citizen, but of his
sterling integrity, his upright character and his popularity among the citizens
of the county where he lives and where he is best known.

JOHN PARKER.
There are few farmers in Preble county, Ohio, who have in the same
period accomplished more in their vocation than John Parker, a prosperous
enterprising and well-informed farmer of Jackson township. By patient
industry, perseverance and splendid management, Mr. Parker has acquired
a large tract of land in Jackson township, known as "Maplewood Farm." It
consists of two hundred and sixty acres and is located four and one-half
miles west and three-fourths of a mile north of Eaton.
John Parker was born in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, April
15, 1858, the son of Asher and Harriet (Larsh) Parker. His father was
born in Monmouth county, New Jersey, March 24, 1828, the son of Lewis
and Sarah (Smith) Parker. The family moved to Ohio about the year
1832, and settled in Butler county. Harriet (Larsh) Parker was born in
Dixon township, this county, August 10, 1828, the daughter of John and
Lydia (Truax) Larsh. John Larsh came to Ohio from Kentucky. Lewis
Parker and his family came to Preble county about 1834 and located in
Somers township, where he spent the rest of his life. He and his wife were
the parents of nine children, Asher, Sarah, Lucy, William, Thomas, Richard,
John, Lewis and Charles, of whom Lewis and Richard are the only ones
now living.
Asher Parker grew up in Preble county and here married in March,
1852. He and his wife started farming in Jackson township. He later
owned considerable land and was prosperous. Asher Parker was a man of
extremely modest disposition. He was the father of five children, four of
whom are living, William, who married Etta Gard and lives at Campbellstown, Ohio; John, the subject of this sketch; Lewis, who married Mary
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Gard and lives in Dayton, Ohio; and Ida, the wife of Everett Xearon, of
Aiendota, California.
,:
John. Parker was reared on a farm southwest of Campbellstown, and
was educated in the district schools. He worked on the farm until he was
twenty-one years of age, at which time he started out for himself.
On February 7, 1906, John Parker was married to Rena Z. Bunting,
who was born in Eaton, Ohio, August 8, -1868, the daughter of Evans and
Sarah. J.. (Snyder) Bunting. Evans Bunting served in Company D, One
Hundred and Fifty-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the
Civil War. He was disabled and was discharged on this account. His
widow lives in Eaton, Ohio. Airs. Parker attended the Eaton public schools
and was graduated from the high school there in 1887. Mr. and Airs. Parker have no children.
. . Airs. Parker is a member of the Alethodist Episcopal church. Air.
Parker is a member of Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and a past grand in that lodge. He also is a member of the encampment, in which he is most chief patriarch. Both Air. and Airs. Parker
are members of the Daughters of Rebekah at Eaton and he is a member of
Dakota Tribe No. 73, improved Order of Red Alen. He has passed all the
chairs and is a member of the grand lodge. Air. Parker is a Republican
and was one of the trustees of his township, discharging the duties of that
office in a highly satisfactory manner. Air. and Airs. Parker have a host of
friends in Preble county who admire them for their upright lives.

WILLIAM A. GOLDSAIITH.
There is no calling, however humble, in which enterprise and industry,
coupled with a well-directed purpose, will not produce some measure of success. In the pursuit of agriculture, these qualities are quite essential.
Among the well-known and highly-respected farmers of Preble county, Ohio,
who have obtained a definite degree of success in their vocation and who
have, at the same time, benefited the community in which they live, is William
A. Goldsmith.
William A. Goldsmith, a farmer living on "Maple Nook" dairy farm,
consisting of twenty-two acres, situated one and one-fourth miles northeast
of Eaton, Ohio, was born in Preble county, Ohio, June 5, 1864, the son of
William E. and Emeline (Bowles) Goldsmith. William E. Goldsmith was
born in this county, one and one-fourth miles west of Eaton, on the west
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road, a son of William and Mary (Null) Goldsmith. His wife died in 1874
and he married, secondly, Phoebe Whiteneck and both are now residents of
Eaton. By his first marriage Mr. Goldsmith was the father of three children,
Alinnie, the wife of Frank O. Dunlap, of Preble county; William A., the
subject of this sketch; and Clara, the wife of Ed. Quinn, of Washington
township.
William A. Goldsmith was reared on the farm west of Eaton and lived
there until he was six years old, at which time the family moved to a farm
near New Hope station. He attended the district school until he was past
ten years of age and then moved back to Washington township. He attended school until he was eighteen years old and remained on the farm until
he was twenty-five.
Air. Goldsmith was married on October 1, 1889, to Mary J. Banta, the
daughter of James and Elizabeth (Christman) Banta, both of whom were
natives of this county. They were the parents of Emma, the wife of Levi
Hapner; Mary J., the wife of Mr. Goldsmith; Amy, the wife of Charles L.
Greenfield; and Edith M., the wife of Elmer E. Pfontz, of Montgomery
county, Ohio. Minnie is deceased. Airs. Goldsmith was reared on a farm
and was educated in the district schools. She was graduated from the Eaton
high school in 1887.
To Mr. and Mrs. Goldsmith two daughters have been born, Ruth E.,
born March 6, 1891, is a graduate of the Eaton high school and the wife
of Homer Kramer; Alarie, born January 16, 1893, also was graduated from
the Eaton high school. She is unmarried and at home.
Mr. and Mrs. Goldsmith are members of the First Christian church at
Eaton, and Airs. Goldsmith is a member of the Missionary society. Air.
Goldsmith is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and he and
his wife are members of the Daughters of Rebekah. Mr. Goldsmith is a
Democrat, although not particularly active in political affairs.
Mr. Goldsmith has operated a dairy farm for ten years. He built a
splendid home in 1905, which is'modern in all respects. Mr. and Mrs. Goldsmith are quiet, unassuming people, descended from pioneers of Preble
county, John Goldsmith, the great-grandfather of William A., having entered
three hundred and twenty acres of land west of Eaton, where he died. The
family, therefore, has been identified with the history of Preble county almost
from its beginning. Mr. and Mrs. William A. Goldsmith are rated among
the most substantial citizens of Preble county. They are popular socially in
the community where they live and are among leaders in every public movement.
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JOHN W. O'HARA.
One of the influential and well-known citizens of Campbellstown, Preble
county, Ohio, is John W. O'Hara, a rural mail carrier on Route No. i, out
of Campbellstown.
John W. O'Hara was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, a son of James and
Catherine (Kelly) O'Hara. James O'Hara was born in the village, of
Kilbennan, near Tuam, County Galway, Ireland, February i, 1837, and died
at New Hope, in this county, in 1912. He was reared in his native country
and learning of the advantages offered to young men in America, he embarked
in a vessel for the United States, eventually making his way to Cincinnati,
Ohio, arriving there on June 24, 1863. This, of course, was during the Civil
War and the vessel upon which James O'Hara came to this country was
caught by the famous Confederate cruiser, "Alabama," and some of the men
were taken off and forced into the Confederate navy. After arriving in Cincinnati, James O'Hara found employment.
James O'Hara was married to Catherine Kelly and to them were born
seven sons and one daughter. The seven sons grew to manhood on a farm
one and one-half miles north of New Hope in Jackson township, Preble
county, Ohio. The farm upon which these sons were reared was purchased
from Peter Reynolds about 1876. The house was a two-room cabin, built by
Stephen Preble. The seven sons attended the public schools of the community and there grew to manhood. All of them have arisen to more than
ordinary prominence, some are physicians and some have chosen other professions. They are all living, John W., bora on February 22, 1873; Peter,
born on October 10, 1874; James P., born on February 1, 1876; William,
born on October 25, 1877; Patrick H., born on June 7, 1879; Alary, born on
February 19, 1881, and died on April 21, 1883; Harry, born on November 2,
1883, and Charles, born on July 2, 1885.
John W. O'Hara attended the public schools of Jackson township and
received sufficient education to enable him to teach in the public schools of
the county, which he did for many years.
Mr. O'Hara was married to Virgie L. Flora, the daughter of Perry C.
Flora, of Jackson township, who received her education in the common
schools of the county. Her father is a prominent merchant at West Florence in Jackson township and is a descendant of an old and respected family
of Preble county.
To John W. and Virgie L. (Flora) O'Hara three children have been
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born, Heber, born on December 12, 1899, is a graduate of the Jackson township high school; Arable, born on January 5, 1904, and Ruth, born on Alay
19* I9°7. •• • •
.. ;;• . ;.
.Besides taking the common-school branches Ain O'Hara took a course
in the art school at Columbus, Ohio. He was elected justice of the peace in
Jackson township in 1900 and served in that capacity until 1910, discharging
the duties'of this office in an entirely satisfactory manner. He has "been
prominently identified in local politics and was nominated, in 1912, on the
Democratic ticket, for surveyor of Preble county, but withdrew his candidacy
when appointed rural mail carrier out of Campbellstown, June 1, 1912, and
still holds this position. He has been prosperous all his life and now owns.
eighty-four acres of splendid-land in Jackson township, John W. O'Hara is
not only a well-known, citizen, of Jackson township, but he is highly respected for his sterling traits of character and thoroughly deserves the confidence which has been reposed in him by the people of that township.

JOHN F1ERBST.
John Herbst, a representative citizen and progressive farmer of Washington township, Preble county, Ohio, is known as one of the alert and successful farmers of his community; In his endeavors he has not permitted
himself to follow in the rut in a blind, apathetic way, but has studied and
experimented and has thus obtained the maximum returns from his efforts.
He commands the confidence and regard of the people of the community in
which he lives and is a man of honorable business methods, advocating whatever tends to promote the public welfare.
John Herbst was born on March 25, 1853, a son of Fred and
Elizabeth (Straw) Herbst. Fred Herbst was a native-born citizen of Germany and Elizabeth Straw was bora in Preble county, Ohio. She died in
1854, when her son, John, was only eighteen months old. He was taken by
an aunt, Alargaret Otto, and was cared for by her until three years old. He
was then taken into the home of his maternal grandfather, Peter Straw,
and remained there until he was nineteen years of age. At this age Air.
Herbst began working for himself, by the month, on the farms in the neighborhood until he reached his majority, but had saved little in the meantime.
On October 28, 1878, John Herbst was married to Elizabeth Williams,
who was born April 30, 1858, in Preble county, Ohio, the daughter of Jere-
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miah Williams and wife, and was reared on her father's farm, receiving her
education in the common schools. After their marriage Air. and Mrs. fohn
Herbst lived on rented farms for a period of fifteen years, after which Mr.
Herbst purchased his present farm of sixty-two and one-half acres, and on
this farm he has placed many- substantial improvements. Mr. and Mrs.
Herbst are the parents of six children: Fred, lives at Cincinnati, Ohio;
Nora, the wife of William Taylor, a farmer of Washington township; Bertha,
unmarried, is employed in a glove factory at Eaton; Everett E., unmarried,
is a farmer; Alarguerite, unmarried, lives at home, as does Herbert, the
youngest of the family.
Air. Herbst is a Republican, but he has never taken an active part in
political affairs. He has never held office, nor has he ever aspired to publicposition. Air. Herbst has made an especial success in raising high-grade
stock, and has been particularly successful as a farm manager, being enterprising and progressive in all his efforts and methods employed on his farm.
The Herbst family are highly respected citizens of Washington township,
where they have lived for many years.

PROF. CLAYTON R. COBLENTZ.
Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, is extremely proud of its centralized schools, and no man has had more to do with the consolidation of
these schools and the erection of the present magnificent school building
in Jackson township than Prof. Clayton R. Coblentz, the superintendent of
schools at Campbellstown.
Professor Coblentz was born in Darke county, Ohio, four miles north
of New Paris, November 12, 1876, a son of J. H. and Elizabeth (Eubank)
Coblentz. J. H. Coblentz is a son of John and Alary J. (Robertson) Coblentz. John Coblentz was a son of George Coblentz, Sr., who was a native
Of Coblentz, Germany, on the Rhine. When a young man, George Cob-:
lentz emigrated to America and located in Frederick county, Maryland,
where he married. Later he emigrated to Alontgomery county, Ohio, where
he followed farming and where he spent the remainder of his life. John
Coblentz, the grandfather of Clayton R., was left an orphan at a tender
age, and was taken by his sister and other relatives to be reared. He grew
to manhood on a farm near Eldorado, Ohio, where he married Alary J.
Robertson, whose father, Isaac Robertson, was a noted itinerant preacher in
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Preble and Darke counties, and to this union were born five children, one
of whom died in infancy. The others were: Rhoda, who became the wife
of Joseph Alexander; John H., the father of Professor Coblentz, married
Elizabeth Eubank; Malissa M., the wife of Henry H. Mikesell, and Elwood, who married Estella Alexander.
John H. Coblentz, after his marriage, settled in Jefferson township, in
this county, and later moved to Darke county, Ohio, where he was the
owner of two farms. Later he returned to Jefferson township, Preble
county, where he lived until 1911, in which year he purchased a store at
Coxs Mills, in Wayne county, Indiana. John H. Coblentz and wife were
the parents of three children, the eldest, Edward I., dying at the age of
nine years, the others being Clayton R., who is the immediate subject of
this sketch, and Ola M., the wife of James V. Hughes, a Jefferson township
farmer.
Prof. Clayton R. Coblentz spent his boyhood days on a farm, where
he was reared to maturity. He attended the district schools during his
early years and was graduated from the high school at New Paris in 1894.
He received his professional training at Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana, and Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, and in 1895 engaged in teaching. He was principal of the New Paris high school one and one-half
years and was superintendent of the same school three and one-half years.
He was placed at the head of the Jackson township high school in 1900, and
has been superintendent of this school since that time. The new school
building was erected in 1910 and is the pride of Jackson township. Professor Coblentz was the promoter and supporter of the plan for the centralization of schools in Jackson township.
Professor Coblentz was married on June 11, 1899, to Daisy Barnet,
who was born near Camden, Ohio, September 29, 1875, the daughter of
James AI. and Mary E. (Kelley) Barnet. She went with her parents to
New' Paris, Ohio, when seven years old, attended the schools of that village, and was graduated from the New Paris high school with the class of
1892. After her graduation she became a teacher in the public schools of
Preble county, and taught at Eldorado and New Paris, as well as in the
Jackson township district schools. Five children have been born to Professor Coblentz and wife, two dying in infancy. Those living are: Lawrence E., born on December 15, 1905; Mary E., born on October 8, 1909,
and Ruth A., born on May 19, 1911.
Professor Coblentz and wife are earnest members of the Christian
church, in which he is church clerk. Fie is also a teacher of the young peo-
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pie's class and assistant superintendent of the Sunday school. He is a Republican, but has never taken an active part in political affairs. He is a
man of quiet and unassuming disposition and enjoys the good will of all
the people of the township, whom he has served for a period of fifteen years.
He is a learned, efficient and capable educator and an eminent private citizen, a leader in all movements having for their object the betterment of his
community, and devoted to the best interests of the township which he has
long served so faithfully and so well.

JOSIAH AI. CROWEL.
Josiah AI. Crowel is recognized as one of the energetic farmers of Preble
county, Ohio, who, by his enterprise and progressive methods, has contributed
in a material way to the commercial advancement of the locality in which he
lives. During the course of a long and honorable career, he has been especially successful in farming and enjoys the prestige of being a reputable and
representative man of his township. It is eminently proper, therefore, that
attention be called to his achievements and due credit be accorded to his
worth as a citizen.
Josiah M. Crowel was born in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio,
September 23, i860, a son of Jacob and Amy E. (Feasel) Crowel. Jacob
Crowel was also a native of Jackson township, his birth having occurred
October 19, 1818, and he was a son of Alichael and Hannah (Wells)
Crowel. Michael Crowel came to Ohio from Virginia, where he was born
in 1806, and located in Jackson township in this county, and there he spent
the remainder of his life. His wife was a native of North Carolina, and
came to Ohio early in life with her parents and located in Jackson township,
where she was married. Later Michael Crowel entered land one mile east
of the state line, on the farm now owned by Charles Cox. He cleared away
a spot and there built a cabin in the wilderness, and there he and his wife
lived and worked with true pioneer spirit, clearing and improving their
farm. They were the parents of nine children: Henry, David, Jacob, John,
Michael, James, Mary, Sarah and Hiram, all of whom are now deceased.
Jacob Crowel grew to manhood in Jackson township, attending the district schools of that day, and married Amy E. Feasel, who was born in
Wayne county, Indiana, March 18, 1832, and died February 14, 1915.
Shortly after his marriage Jacob Crowel purchased the old home farm, and

718

PREBLE C0UNT.Y, OHIO,

there he lived and worked and was prospered as the years went on and
eventually became the owner of two hundred, and sixty-five acres. He was
a quiet, honorable man, devoted to the interests of his family and the welfare of the community in which he lived. He. died in 1901, in his eightythird year. He and his wife were the parents of three children: William,
.a resident of Dayton, Ohio; Josiah, the immediate subject of this review,
and Edgar F., a candy maker in Richmond, Indiana.
Josiah M. Crowel was reared on the farm in Jackson township, and
received his education in the public schools of his home neighborhood. He
remained at home assisting his father until he reached his majority, when
he bought one hundred and one acres, a part of the old homestead. Mr.
Crowel is now a general farmer and stock raiser,
On February 17, 1891, Josiah AI. Crowel was married to Alargaret
Short, who is a daughter of John AI. and Adelia Short. She was born in
Wayne county, Indiana.- Her father died February 17, 1895, and her
mother died April T, 1915. After their marriage Air. and Mrs. Crowel
settled down'On the farm where they now reside. They have one daughter,
Hazel L., who was born on November 30, 1891. She is a: graduate of the
Jackson township high school, and is living at home with her parents.
•Mr: Crowel is a Republican, but has never taken an active part in
political affairs. He has always voted at elections, but has preferred to leave
the active management of politics to others: No man is more highly respected and esteemed- in Jackson township than Josiah AI. Crowel.
•' •

JOHN C. BARR.
. . . It is a well-authenticated fact that success conies as a result of legitimate and. well-applied energy, unflagging determination and perseverance
in a course of action one decides upon. Success was never known to smile
upon the idler or dreamer and. never courts the inert man. Only men who
have diligently, sought her favor are crowned with her blessing. The success which John C. Barr, of Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, enjoys
has. •been won by the.qualities which always win success. His splendid pergonal worth ,has, won for him the high esteem of a large circle of friends.
,- . John C. Barr, a farmer living in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio,
was, born in. Jefferson, township, in the same county, September 27, 1864,
;the son,,pi: Alexander., and. Achasia (Curry) Barr.- Alexander Barr was
born in Preble county, the son of Christopher Barr, whose father and two
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brothers came to the United States from Scotland. Christopher Barr's
father settled near New Paris, in Jefferson township, this county, where
he spent the rest of his life. His son, Christopher Barr, lived and died in
the ; same township.
Both Alexander Barr and his wife, the latter of whom was the daughter, of Capt. John Curry, grew up in Preble county, and both lived here all
their lives. They were the parents of twelve children, nine of whom are
h y i n g : . Alice., the wife of William D. Benner, of Jackson township; John
C , the subject of'this sketch; Clarence O.. a farmer of Jefferson township;
Frank, a, graduate of the Richmond Business College, who is assistant superintendent in the office of the Adams Express Company at Chicago, Illinois ;•. Afyrtle, the wife of William Irwin, of Eldorado, Ohio; William A.,
a graduate of the Richmond Business College, who is a traveling salesman
for Seigle Brothers, of Chicago; Mary, the wife of Herbert Harshman, of
Washington township; Pearl, the wife of John Wearley, of Manchester,
Ohio; and Bruce O., a graduate of the Richmond Business College, who is
a farmer in Jefferson township. John C. Barr was reared on the paternal
farm in this county, receiving his education in the common schools, and
lived at home until he was married.
J o h n C . Barr was married on June 17, 1896, to Mattie AI. Tobey, who
was born in Jackson township, June 2, 1876, the daughter of David and
Alary (Kepler) Tobey. T o this union have been born two sons: Byrl T.,
a student, in the Jackson township high school, born Alay 15, 1897, a n ( l
Azel F., born June 22, 1898, also a student in the high school.
David Tobey was a son of Henry and Magdalene C.. (Rohrer.) Tobey,
the former of whom was born on October 14, 1817, and the latter born on
March 20. 1818, who were married December 24, 1835. Airs. Henry Tobey
was a daughter of Elizabeth Rohrer, who died July 14, 1884. Henry
Tobey was a minister in the United Brethren church. He and his wife
migrated from Baltimore, Maryland, to Alontgomery county, Ohio, in 1836.
H e began preaching at the age of forty-one at Lewisburg, Ohio, and was
ordained an elder in 1845. H e died 011 September 15, 1889, and his wife
died on January 3 1 , "i960.
..'.,.-.-...
John C. Barr is a fnember of the Presbyterian church at Gettysburg,
Ohio, and Airs. Barr is a member of the United Brethren church at New
Hope. Air. Barr is a Democrat and has. been active in the councils of his
party.and is how one of the trustees.of the.township,. H e owns forty acres
Of land on the Richmond and Eaton pike, six miles from Eaton and ten
miles from Richmond.. The Barr family is widely known-in the community in which they live and are popular in that community.
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T H E DEEM FAMILY.
One of the most prominent of the Preble county families, and one
which has been connected with the history of this section from the very
earliest times, is that of the Deems. The family in Preble county was founded
by Joseph Deem, who was a well-known pioneer, and a man of true worth.
He was born September 20, 1801, in Campbell county, Virginia, and came to
Ohio with his parents in 1810, locating in Butler county, Ohio, where he
resided until 1836, when he came to Preble county. He was married December 18, 1823, to Frances Tarr, who was born in Shelby county, Kentucky,
November 1, 1800. Upon coming to Preble county, Joseph Deem and wife
located two miles northwest of Eaton, where they lived the remainder of their
lives, his death occurring February 14, 1873, his widow survived him about
one year, dying on January 14, 1874. Both were devout and earnest members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Joseph Deem was converted
August 4, 1821, at a camp meeting in Butler county, Ohio. He became a
member of the church and was a devoted and faithful worker in the church
for more than half a century, as well as a valued citizen of his community
throughout his life.
To Joseph and Frances (Tarr) Deem were born nine children: William T., born September 26, 1824; Buckner, born August 19, 1826; Mary A.,
born April 28, 1828; Maria, born April 2, 1831; John, born June 6, 1833;
Jane, born November 13, 1835; Frances. M., born May 26, 1838; George
W., born June 15, 1841, and James K., born August 2, 1844.
James K. Deem was reared on a farm and was educated in the district
schools. He spent his entire life on the old home farm two miles northwest
of Eaton. Fie was married December 24, 1868, to Alary E. Bruce, a granddaughter of William Bruce, who was born on the old Bruce homestead just
south of the Eaton corporation line, November 25, 1849, and was educated
in the public schools of Eaton, Ohio. To this union there was born one son,
Charles Hardin Deem, born February 14, 1870. Air. Deem was a member
of the Methodist Episcopal church, a member of the official board of the
congregation to which he was attached, and throughout his whole life was a
liberal supporter of the church.
Charles Hardin Deem was educated in the district schools, which he
attended during the winter seasons. In the summers he worked on a farm.
On December 22, 1897, he married Elma Cooper, a daughter of Daniel and
Sarah Cooper. Mr. Deem is ex-treasurer of Preble county, Ohio.
James K. Deem died January 7, 1891, and Mrs. Deem married his
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brother, George W. Deem, December 29, 1897. George W. Deem had been
married to Fanny J. Bruce, a sister of his second wife, and by this marriage
was the father of one daughter, Susan, who is the wife of Charles A. Kelley,
and lives at Searcy, Arkansas.
George W. Deem was one of the organizers of the Eaton National
Bank, and served as one of the directors until his death. He was prominent
in financial circles. He built the home where his widow now lives on
North Baron street, and moved into it in 1882. It is constructed of pressed
brick and is one of the best dwellings in Eaton. George W. Deem was engaged in the lumber business in Eaton from 1872 until his death in 1902. Fie
was a successful business man in every respect.
George W. Deem was a member of the Alasonic fraternity, belonging
to Boliver Lodge No. 82, of Eaton. He was an eminently respected citizen of
the county during his life and contributed much to the financial prestige of
Preble county.
Airs. Deem now lives in her splendid home on Baron street in Eaton,
and is a clever, refined and entertaining woman, a descendant of one of the
oldest families of Preble county, and enjoys in the widest degree the res]>ect
and esteem of her large circle of acquaintances.

JONAS H. TREFFINGER.
Few residents of Preble county are so well and favorably known as
the enterprising farmer and representative citizen whose life story is here
briefly set out, and none stands higher than he in the esteem and confidence
of the community in which he resides.
Jonas H. Treffinger, the proprietor of "Sunny Nook Farm," consisting
of sixty acres, situated six miles northwest of Eaton, in Jackson township,
was born in Washington township, this county, October 21, 1855, the son
of William G. and Regina (Ressler) Treffinger, both natives of Germany.
William G. Treffinger and Regina Ressler grew up in Germany, were
married there and came to the United States in the forties, locating in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio. They never possessed much of this
world's goods, but did manage, however, to acquire a small farm, where
they both died. They were members of the Dunkard church and were the
parents of seven children, two of whom are living, William E., who married Kate Stemple and lives in Washington township, and Jonas H.
(46)
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Jonas H. Treffinger was reared on the home farm and was educated in
the district schools. He worked for his father until he was sixteen years
old, at which time he began working for himself. He worked by the month
until twenty-three years old, and was then, on September 28, 1878, married
to Emma Longfellow, a daughter of John J. and Julia A. (Dillman) Longfellow, the former a native of Cass county, Indiana, and the latter of Washington township, Preble county, Ohio. Jacob Longfellow, father of John
J., owned a large tract of land where the city of Logansport, Indiana, now
stands. John J. Longfellow settled in Butler county, Ohio, where he spent
the rest of his life. His daughter, Emma Longfellow, who is Air. Treffinger's wife, was born in St. Clair township, Butler county, February 20, 1857.
She was educated in the common schools of Preble county, Ohio.
Air. and Airs. Jonas H. Treffinger have three daughters, Aiaude E.,
Bessie J. and Juna E. Aiaude E. married J. T. Hilderbrand and lives in
Chicago, Illinois. They have two children, a son and a daughter. Bessie
J. is a graduate of the Campbellstown high school and the wife of John
Alummert, of Dixon township. They have two daughters. Juna E. is single and at home.
The maternal grandmother of these children was Julia A. Alarkey,
who married Adam Dillman, both natives of Virginia.
Air. Treffinger is a member of Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a Democrat, but has never cared to hold office.
Air. Treffinger has made a success of his vocation and is popular in the community where he lives.

ELIJAH V. STAA1BACK.
Among those who are eminently entitled to a place in a work of this
character is Elijah V. Stamback, a farmer living on Rural Route 3, out of
New Paris, Ohio. Mr. Stamback has performed well his part in the drama
of civilization and has led a life that is exemplary in every respect. He
has set an example to the younger generation, for he has been a leader in
his locality in all matters pertaining to its advancement. In a conservative
manner he has done what he could for the advancement of the community's
interests.
Elijah V. Stamback was born in Jackson township, this county, one
and one-half miles south of where he now lives, April I I , 1862, the son
of William and Nancy A. (McElhaney) Stamback, the latter of whom was
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a native of Virginia, who were the parents of eight children, four of whom
are still living: Alaggie, the wife of James Wert; Aliriam, the wife of
F. L. Dine; W. J., a farmer of Jackson township, and Elijah V., the subject of this sketch.
Elijah V. Stamback was left at the age of two years without a father,
and his mother died a few years later. For six years he worked for different people for his board and clothes, and for seven years he worked by
the month. The first year of this latter form of service he received nine
dollars a month and the next four years fifteen dollars a month, and the
last two years eighteen dollars a month. At the end of seven years he had
saved two hundred dollars. Air. Stamback then began life on his own account. He rented land in Jackson township at three dollars an acre for
two years and in 1888 purchased the place where he now lives, consisting
of one hundred and forty-four acres. Air. Stamback now owns two hundred and thirty acres in Jefferson township and four hundred acres in Jackson township, in all, six hundred and thirty acres. He has acquired every
acre of this land by his own labor and careful management. One-half of
Air. Stamback's total wealth has come from the raising of tobacco and corn.
One might canvass Preble county thoroughly, but it is doubtful if he
would be able to find a man who has accomplished more than Elijah V.
Stamback, considering the handicaps under which he labored early in life.
There are not many farmers in Preble county who own more land than
Air. Stamback, and there are very few who have a competence equal to
that which he has accumulated. Mr. Stamback has toiled hard and has
always been a good manager; but coupled with these two qualities, is his
reputation for honesty and square dealing, a no small factor in his great
personal success.
Mr. Stamback was married on October 24, 1886, to Cora L. McKee,
who was born in Jefferson township, this county, but who lived in the West
a short time.
Air. Stamback is a Democrat, but his life has been too busily occupied
with his own private affairs to permit much attention to political affairs.
Air. and Mrs. Stamback are members of the Alethodist Episcopal church at
Gettysburg and Mr. Stamback is a member of the official board and active
in the work of the church and the Sunday school.
Elijah V. Stambach has reached that enviable position in life from
which he can look back upon his career and know that he has been a success, realizing that the verdict of his neighbors, his friends and his fellow
citizens must ever continue to be: "Well done, thou good and faithful
servant."

724

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

CLEMENT L. JONES.
It is the farmer who makes it possible for men in other occupations to
live. Farming was the original vocation of man and it is the only occupation which could exist independently of the others. Indeed, every other
occupation is dependent upon farming. The products of the farm have
made our railroads what they are today. The great bulk of manufacturing is made necessary because of the farmer's needs. The people of the
city could not live a week without the farmer's products. This is especially
true of the fruit and truck grower. The farmer holds not only the pursestrings of the nation, but he even holds the very life of the people in his
hand. For this reason, the farmer has in reality the most important vocation of all. Preble county has many fine farms and many good farmers,
and among the best and most successful is Clement L. Jones, a farmer living on Rural Route 3, out of Richmond, Indiana, and the proprietor of
"Linden Ranch, Fruit, Dairy and Poultry Farm," consisting of sixty-two
acres five miles east of Richmond, in Jefferson township.
Air. Jones was born in Randolph county, Indiana, May 4, 1872, the
son of John H. and Ellen F. (Helton) Jones. John H. Jones was born in
Owen county, Indiana, the son of Warren AI. Jones, who was the son of
Edmund Jones, the latter of whom emigrated from Virginia to Indiana,
where he entered land in Wayne county and where he spent the remainder
of his life.
Warren AI. Jones married Sarah Stauffer, who was born in Pennsylvania, but who was reared in Wayne county. Indiana, to which union were
born eleven children, Levi, John, Granville, Jacob, Edward, Harold, Melvina, Elizabeth, Ruth, Hannah and Sarah, all of whom are living except
Melvina.
John H. Jones was reared on a farm in Randolph county, Indiana, and
was educated in the district schools of that county, following which he
taught school for some time. He married Ellen Helton, the daughter of
John and Alelissa (Edwards) Helton, who was born in Randolph county,
Indiana. Three children were born to this union: Clement L., the subject
of this sketch; John E., who married Ethel Totten and lives in Eureka, California; Elza F., who married Addie Hinshaw and lives in Reno, Nevada.
Mrs. Ellen Jones died in 1877 and Air. Jones married, secondly, Mary C.
Shank, who was born in Randolph county, Indiana. To this second union
ten children were born, all of whom live in Randolph county, Indiana, except Herbert, who lives in Lafayette, same state. The other children are
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James F., Homer, Lester, Paul, Everett, Ernest, Ina M., Estella and Florence.
Clement L. Jones was reared on a farm in Randolph county, Indiana,
and was educated in the district schools of that county, lie was graduated from the common schools and for a period of five years taught school
in Indiana, Illinois, Oregon and Washington.
Air. Jones was married to Jennie A. Baker, who was born in Buffalo,
Dallas county, Missouri, September 6, 1871, the daughter of Marcus A.
and Harriett E. (Wilson) Baker. Marcus A. Baker was a soldier in Company F, Sixty-ninth Regiment Indiana Infantry, and served one year during the Civil War, being discharged for disability at the end of that time.
Fie and his wife were the parents of thirteen children, nine of whom are
living, Alaggie, Winona, Harry, Alarcus, Jr., Arthur, David. Robert, Mary
and Jennie A. Four children are deceased, Howard, Curtis, McKinley and
Curtis. Airs. Jones' mother died in Alissouri and Airs. Jones was reared
by her maternal grandparents, being educated in the public schools of Richmond, Indiana.
To Clement L. and Jennie A. (Baker) Jones two children have been
born: Edwin H., born on February 22, 1893, w n o w a s graduated from
the New Paris high school and is now in the government service, connected
with the weather bureau at Boise, Idaho, and Hubert F., born on November 13, 1896, who also is a graduate of the New Paris high school.
Air. Jones is an extensive grower of fruit and truck. He owns ten
acres of orchard land and has three acres in berries. He also raises other
small fruits. Air. and Mrs. Jones are extensive breeders of White Wyandotte chickens and have some excellent fowls. Air. Jones makes a specialty
of thoroughbred Duroc-Jersey hogs and has other good grades of live stock.
Air. and Airs. Jones are members of the Methodist Episcopal church
at New Paris, Ohio. Air. Jones is a member of the official board and one
of the trustees and treasurer of the church, and for several years served as
superintendent of the Sunday school. Fraternally, he is a member of Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias, and is a past chancellor of this
lodge. Mrs. Jones is a member of the Pythian Sisters, in which order she
is a past chief. Air. Jones also is a member of Richmond Camp No. 3815,
Modern Woodmen of America. Both Mr. and Airs. Jones are members
of the White Water Valley Grange at New Paris. Air. Jones is past master and past representative and was first master of the grange. Both Mr.
and Airs. Jones are charter members and the latter has been a lecturer for
the grange for many years. Air. Jones is a Democrat and has served his
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community efficiently as a member of the local school board. He is a member of the Preble county board of agriculture, having been appointed to
this position. Air. Jones is entitled to rank as one of the representative
citizens of Preble county and one of the substantial farmers and business
men of his vicinity. Both Air. and Airs. Jones are leaders in all public
movements and both are capable and faithful leaders in their community.

OTTO B. COOPER.
Among the worthy citizens of Preble county, Ohio, whose residence
here has contributed in no small degree to the prestige of the locality where
he lives, is Otto B. Cooper, a general merchant of Campbellstown. While
laboring for his individual advancement he has not forgotten his obligations to the public and his support of such measures and movements as
have been made for the general good, has always been depended upon. Although his life has always been a busy one, his private affairs making heavy
demand upon his time, he has never allowed it to interfere with his obligations as a citizen and neighbor. Through the long years p i his residence
in this locality, he has ever been true to the trust reposed in him, whether
of a general or specific nature. His reputation in a business way is unassailable and he is honored by all who know him, being very properly numbered among the representative citizens of Jackson township.
Otto B. Cooper was born in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio,
June 20, 1874, the son of Daniel and Sarah (Aydelotte) Cooper. Daniel
Cooper was a native of Butler county, Ohio, a son of Jacob and Harriett
(Patton) Cooper. Jacob Cooper was a native of Pennsylvania, where he
grew to manhood, after which he emigrated to Butler county, Ohio, and
from there to Preble county, locating in Jackson township, where he spent
the remainder of his life. Daniel Cooper was one of the representative citizens of Jackson township and a Republican in politics. He was elected
treasurer of Preble county and served in that capacity from 1880 to 1884.
During this time he lived in Eaton and after his term had expired he continued to reside in Eaton until 1906, in which year he took up his residence
with his son, Otto B., at Campbellstown, where he died. His widow is
still living in Campbellstown. Daniel Cooper was a prosperous farmer,
active in the party with which he was identified and performed good service for that party. He served in Company C, Thirty-fifth Ohio Volunteer
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Infantry, during the Civil War, enlisting in 1861. He was disabled by
wounds and honorably discharged in 1864. He was a member of the Grand
Army of the Republic, being affiliated with the post at Eaton, and took a
prominent part in the proceedings of that organization. Fie and his wife
were the parents of three children: Elma, the wife of Charles H. Deem,
of Washington township; Emma, the wife of C. V. Walters, of Eaton, and
Otto B., the subject of this sketch.
Otto B. Cooper was reared on a farm in Jackson township, where he
remained until five years old, when the family moved to Eaton. He attended the public schools there and was graduated from the Eaton high
school. He moved to a farm in Jackson township, when he began life for
himself, starting at the bottom. In 1894 he began farming for himself and
continued this form of endeavor for twelve years. He was successful as
a farmer, and in 1906 moved to Campbellstown, where he purchased a general store and has been in business in that town since that date.
Mr. Cooper was married on July 8, 1914, to Kate Miller, who was
born in central Kentucky and was educated in the public schools of that
state. She was graduated from the; Richmond (Kentucky) schools and was
a teacher for eleven years.
Air. Cooper is a member of Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted
Masons; of Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Alasons, and of the Council of Royal and Select Alasters at Hamilton. Mr. Cooper is a Republican,
but has never taken an active part in the councils of that party. He is a
quiet, unassuming man and an honorable citizen in every respect, well
known and highly regarded throughout Preble county.

]OHN F. DUGGINS.
A career marked by earnest and indefatigable application has been that
of John F. Duggins, a substantial and honored citizen of Washington township, Preble county, Ohio, where he has maintained a residence for many
years, during all of which time his life has been an open book to be read
by his neighbors and friends. He was a valiant soldier of the Civil War,
where his fidelity was of the same type as that which has characterized his
actions in all the public and private relations of life. This conduct has
gained for him the confidence and esteem of the public, and the unbounded
respect of all with whom he has been brought in contact.
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John F. Duggins was born in Eaton, Ohio, July 28, 1842, the son of
Cornelius and Elizabeth (Alonforth) Duggins. Cornelius Duggins was born
in Preble county, Ohio, Alarch 17, 1812, a son of Henry Duggins, who was
born in Virginia, on the river Dam, in 1788. Flenry Duggins was a son of
Alexander Duggins, who also was a native of Virginia, and who lived in
that state all his life.
Henry Duggins emigrated from Kentucky to Ohio in 1806, and located
in Gasper township, this county, where he was married to Jane Sellers, to
which union six children were b o r a : Cornelius, born in 1812; John, born
in 1814; Nathan, bora in 1816; William, born in 1818; Washington, born
in 1820, and Caroline, born in 1824. Jane Sellers was born in Bourbon
count}-, Kentucky, August 6. 1782, a daughter of Nathan Sellers, and was
one of eleven children, ten daughters and one son: Alary, Elizabeth, Jane,
Sallie, Peggy, Ailsy, Nancy, Nellie, Rebecca and Nathan.
Cornelius Duggins was born on Alarch 17, 1812, on the farm in Gasper
township, two miles south of Eaton, where John F. lived so many years,
and grew up there and married. Later he went to Newcastle, Indiana,
where his death occurred on November 17, 1849. His widow survived him
many years, her death not occurring until November 4, 1895. They were
the parents of five children: Catherine, unmarried, who lives in E a t o n ;
Celia, the widow of William Barnet, lives in Cincinnati, O h i o ; Nathan, deceased, who was born in 1840; John F., with whom this narrative deals,
and Elizabeth (deceased), who was born in 1842 and died in 1873. Elizabeth (Alontfort) Duggins, the mother of these children, was born in W a r ren county, Ohio, April 7, 1814, a daughter of Henry and Catherine (Alontfort) Montfort, who were cousins, natives of Pennsylvania and early settlers in W a r r e n county, this state, who came to Preble county in the year
1815, locating at Eaton, where Henry Alontfort conducted a hotel for
many years. Henry Alontfort was twice married. His first wife, dying in
1821, he married, secondly, a Aliss Kervines. Both he and his wife died
in 1849, victims of the cholera scourge of that year.
John F. Duggins, the fourth child born to his parents, was reared on
the paternal farm near Eaton and received his education in the little old
log school house which served his neighborhood in the days of his youth.
H e enlisted for service in the Union army on October 30, 1861, in Company C, Seventy-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Captain
Harris, and served "three years and three months, receiving his discharge on
January 13, 1865. Mr. Duggins took part in the battles of McDowell,
Chancellorsville, Bull Run and Cross Keys. H e was taken a prisoner at
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Chancellorsville on Alay 2, 1863, and was held for six weeks before being
exchanged. H e was captured again near Lake George, Florida, and was in
prison from Alay 19 to November 26, 1864. He returned to Preble county
after the close of the war, and resumed his work on the farm.
On November 18, 1888, at Eaton, Air. Duggins was married to Anna
Greer, who was born in Rockingham county, Virginia, a daughter of James
Greer. Air. and Mrs. Duggins have no children.
Mr. Duggins is an adherent of the Republican party, but has not been
active in political affairs, preferring rather to devote his attention to his
agricultural interests. He is the owner of one hundred and thirty-four
acres of fertile land, on which he carries on a diversified system of farming, with a very gratifying degree of success. Mr. Duggins is a man of
wonderful memory and acquainted with much of the early history of Eaton
and Preble county, and is highly respected and honored in the community
in which he lives, very properly ranking as one of the most substantial citizens of the county.

E S T I E W. KAYLER.
Estie W . Kayler, a farmer living on Rural Route 2. out of Eaton,
Ohio, is a native-born Buckeye and justly deserves the title of self-made
man, having worked his way unaided from the humble ranks of the toilers,
through the vicissitudes and adversities of life, to an admirable and influential position among the farmers of Jackson township, this county. His
success has been due to his steady persistence, stanch integrity and excellent
judgment. At the same time he has won and now retains the confidence
and esteem of the people with whom he has been associated.
Estie W. Kayler was born on "Lowery Hill Stock Farm," in Preble
county, Ohio, October 25, 1881, the son of John J. and Sarah V. (Dalrymple) Kayler, and the third child of the family. H e attended the public
schools in Washington township in the winters, working on the farm in
the summers, and remained at home until he was twenty-four years old.
Mr. Kayler was married, on April 6, 1906, to Theresa Alorse, the
daughter of John and Anna (Griffith) Alorse, the former of whom was
born in Jackson township, the son of Austin Alorse, who came to Preble
county with his father and settled in Jackson township. Mrs. Kayler was
educated in the public schools and was graduated from the Jackson township high school. -
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Air. and Airs. Kayler are the parents of three children: Alildred, deceased; Jeanette, born in October, 1909, and James, born in 1912.
Airs. Kayler's father was born in Jackson township, this county, in
1853. Her grandfather came to Jackson township when he was four years
old, and died there in 1910. His wife was Jane Clingingpeel, who died in
1896. Airs. Kayler was one of four children, the others being Oliver M.
and Walter, both of whom are unmarried, and Everett T., who married
Lulu AI. Reed and lives in Jackson township, this county.
In 1908 Air. Kayler rented the Alelling farm in Jackson township and
has been engaged in general farming and stock raising on this farm since
that date.
The Kayler family are members of the New Hope United Brethren
church. Air. Kayler being one of the stewards in this church and superintendent of the Sunday school. He is an ardent Democrat, but he has never
held office. Fraternally, he is a member of Waverly Lodge No. 143,
Knights of Pythias, at Eaton. Air. Kayler is well known and deserves to
rank as a representative citizen of Jackson township.

SAA1UEL L. McCOY.
A career marked by earnest and indefatigable application has been that
of this substantial and honored citizen of Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, where he has lived all his life, except the time he spent in defense
of his country during the dark days of the Civil War. He was a valiant
soldier, serving faithfully and well, and his fidelity was of the type which
has characterized his actions in all their relations and gained for him the
confidence and esteem of the public and unbounded respect of all with whom
he has been brought in contact.
Samuel L. McCoy, a prominent farmer living on Rural Route No. 3,
out of New Paris, Ohio, was born in Monroe township, Preble county,
June 7, 1844, a son of Charles S. and Maria (Lugar) McCoy. Charles S.
McCoy was a native of Maine, his birth having occurred in that state on
March 5, 1812. At the age of five years he moved to Miami county, Ohio,
with his parents, where he remained until 1824, in which year his father
died, after which Charles, at the age of twelve years, came to Preble county, where he became a member of the family of Leander Roberts, with
whom he remained until his marriage.
In 1842 Charles AlcCoy married Maria Logar, who was born in Vir-
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ginia in 1822, and to this union the following- children were born: Samuel
L., with whom this narrative deals; George W , of Eldorado. Ohio; Huldah,
the wife of Luther Coovert, a resident of Alonroe township, this county;
Emily, unmarried, who makes her home with her brother, Samuel L.; Caroline, deceased, who was the wife of Henry Bunger; William, deceased;
Alary, wife of Charles Brazier, both of whom are now deceased; two who
died in infancy; Charles, who died at the age of four; Clara, who married
Rev. Lowery A. AlcGrew, a missionary in Africa, and who, with her husband, was killed in that country.
Samuel L. AlcCoy was reared on a farm and early learned the principles of agriculture. He received his education in the district schools of the
county, and at the outbreak of the Civil War responded to the call for volunteers. He first enlisted in the home guards in 1862, becoming a member of the One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving four months with this regiment in Kentucky. He was then
discharged and re-enlisted in the One Hundred and Eighty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served until the close of the war, after
which he returned to Preble county and engaged in farm work by the month
until his marriage, in 1875, since which time he has been engaged in farming for himself, and has met with a degree of success commensurate with
his efforts.
On Alarch 11, 1875, Air. AlcCoy was married to Alartha A. Pence, a
native of this county, her birth having occurred in Alonroe township in
1852. To this union three children were born, Leroy, Aleda and Maude.
Leroy, who was born on January 9, 1876, is unmarried and lives at home,
assisting his father in the management of the home farm. Meda is the
wife of Bolton Hinerman, who is a graduate of Otterbein College, now living in Jefferson township. Maude is unmarried and lives at home with her
father. The mother of these children died on April 12, 1903.
Mr. AlcCoy is an adherent of the Republican party, but has never taken
a very active part in political matters, although he is much interested in
local affairs and an ardent supporter of every measure having for its object
the betterment of his home community. He has been instrumental in the
building of many of the good roads of his township and vicinity. The family are all loyal and earnest members of the Presbyterian church at Gettysburg, and Mr. McCoy is serving as treasurer of that church at the present
time, while his son, Leroy, is one of the trustees of the church. Mr. McCoy is a devoted member of the Grand Army of the Republic and takes an
active interest in the welfare of his old comrades in this organization.
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JAMES F. RICHARDS.
The unostentatious routine of private life is of vast importance to the
welfare of a community. It is the average man in this country who is most
worth while, because it is to him that falls the duty of performing a great
deal of necessary work. The examples which men of this character furnish to the communities in which they live are well worthy of consideration. One of the farmers of Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, who
enjoys the respect and confidence of his neighbors is James F. Richards.
James F. Richards was bora in Alonroe township, Preble county, Ohio,
August 29, 1868, a son of Benjamin and Alary E. (Fudge) Richards, the
former a native of Gettysburg, Jefferson township, born on Alarch 16. 1840,
a son of Sampson and Alary A. (Coleman) Richards, and the latter a sister of David L. Fudge, in a biographical sketch of whom, elsewhere in this
volume, is presented the genealogy of the Fudge family. Sampson Richards and wife were early residents of Alonroe township, where he owned
one hundred and sixty acres of land. In his later years he moved to a farm
in Washington township, south of Eaton, where his wife's death occurred.
Fie died at the home of his son in Jefferson township. He and his wife
were the parents of seven children: John, deceased; Benjamin, a farmer
of Alonroe township; William, also a resident of Alonroe township; Henry,
of Richmond, Indiana; Andrew, of Dunkirk, Indiana; Catherine, deceased,
and Rachel, the wife of Levi Petry, of Alonroe township, in this county.
Benjamin Richards was reared in Alonroe township, receiving his education in the common schools of his home neighborhood. His wife was
Alary E. Fudge, who died November 22, 1909. They were the parents of
five children, all but one of whom are now living. Alice is the wife of
Ervin Brown, a farmer of Alonroe township; James F. is the subject of
this sketch; Rosa is the wife of James Howell, of Alonroe township;
Charles is a farmer of Alonroe township.
James F. Richards, the immediate subject of this review, spent his boyhood days on a farm in Monroe township, receiving his education in school
district No. 8. He remained at home until he was twenty-eight years old,
farming, however, only one year after he had reached his majority, after
which he became a general contractor in wood cutting and ditching.
Air. Richards was married, February 28, 1897, to Flora D. Imes, who
was born in Twin township, this county, February 28, 1877, a daughter of
Francis and Clara (Witterman) Imes. Mrs. Richards was educated in the
common schools. Her father was born in Gratis township, and her mother
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was a native of Twin township. Airs. Richards was born on the same farm
on which her mother was bora.
After their marriage. Air. and Airs. Richards settled on a farm in Alonroe township, where the)' lived for one year, at the end of which time they
moved to another farm in the same township, where they lived four years.
They then moved to Jefferson township, and have lived on the same farm
for eleven years. They are the parents of two children: Benjamin 1-".. born
on June 5, 1899, who was graduated from the common schools and attended the New Paris high school, and Elsie AI., born on July 17, 1901.
Politically, Air. Richards is a stanch adherent of the Democratic party,
while, fraternally, he is a member of Harmony Lodge No. 396. Knights of
Pythias, of New Paris, Ohio. The Richards family are eminently deserving the respect and good will bestowed upon them by all their neighbors and
friends.

JOHN D. BRIGHT.
It matters much less, where a man comes into the world than how lie
comes into its life as a living force, or what he does and becomes in it. Heredity and environment have much to do in conditioning his character and
power, and fortunate, indeed, is the individual who has been well born and
whose surroundings have made for his best development. The well-known
subject of this review has been peculiarly blessed in both these respects. He
conies from highly esteemed ancestors and was reared under excellent home
influences, the result being the fine specimen of manhood and citizenship
which he today represents.
John D. Bright, the son of John and Alary J. (Browder) Bright, was
born in East Tennessee, June 10, 1867. His father and mother were both
natives of Virginia, where they grew up and were married, after which they
moved to the eastern part of Tennessee, where they spent the remainder of
their lives. John Bright and wife were the parents of seven children, six
of whom are now living: William A., of Sullivan county, Tennessee;
Sarah, the wife of William AlcAlurray, of Scott county, Virginia; James
F., of Liberty, Indiana; John D., the immediate subject of this sketch;
Thomas F., of Dickerson county, Virginia, and Joseph, of Peadman, Virginia.
John D. Bright was reared on his father's farm in eastern Tennessee,
receiving his education in the common schools of his home county. He as-
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sisted his father with the farm work until he was twenty years old, and in
1888 went to Wayne county, Indiana, where he worked at farm labor until
1890, when he went to Darke county, Ohio, where he remained four years,
at the end of which time he came to Preble county, since which time he has
lived in this county. He is the owner of a little more than eighty-three
acres of fine farming land in the northeast quarter of section 25, of Jefferson township, on which he carries on a general system of diversified farming with a very gratifying degree of success.
On December 8. 1895, Air. Bright was married to Ella Swerer, the
daughter of Peter and Rebecca Swerer, of Jefferson township. Airs. Bright
was born on Alarch 29, 1873, in this county, and was reared in Jefferson
township, attending the public schools of her home township. Air. and Airs.
Bright are faithful and loyal members of the Presbyterian church at New
Paris, and take an active part in the work of the congregation of that
church.
Air. Bright is a Republican and takes an active interest in local public
affairs and is now serving as one of the trustees of Jefferson township. He
belongs to Eldorado Lodge No. 389, Knights of Pythias, and takes an active interest in the welfare of that fraternal organization. Mr. Bright is a
quiet, unassuming man and is held in the highest respect and esteem by his
fellow citizens.

SAMUEL MILLER.
The farmer is the bulwark of the nation. Investigation has shown that
a majority of our best business men in the cities were reared on the farm.
George Washington was a farmer and was proud of the fact. Abraham
Lincoln was reared on a farm in Spencer county, Indiana. Probably the
most democratic governor Indiana ever had was "Blue Jeans" Williams,
who prided himself on being nothing but a farmer. James A. Alount, another governor of the Hoosier state, was a farmer. Ohio has had several
governors who either were active farmers, or heavy owners of farm property, among whom is former Governor Harris, of Preble county. Verily
the farmer is the bulwark of the nation and the salt of the earth. Among
the farmers of Preble county, few are more progressive than Samuel Miller. Careful and conservative in his business methods and affairs, he is
nevertheless sufficiently progressive to keep apace with twentieth-century
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ideas and methods of agriculture, and for these reasons it is eminently fitting that he be represented in this volume.
Samuel Aliller was born in Alonroe township, Preble county. Ohio, on
January 8, 1847, a son of Levi and Susannah (Wehrly) Aliller, the former
a native of Pennsylvania and the latter a native of Preble county, Ohio.
Levi Aliller came to Preble county at the age of thirteen and lived in Alonroe township until his death in December, 1911, at the age of ninety-one
years.
Air. and Mrs. Aliller were the parents of thirteen children, eleven of
whom are still living, while two died in infancy: Samuel, the subject of
this sketch; Amanda, the wife of S. D. Hensel; Andrew, a farmer of Alonroe township; Jane, the wife of Lewis Richards; Catherine, the wife of
Norman Caylor; Isaac, a resident of Eldorado; Lydia, the wife of C. A.
Baker; Alary, the wife of Solomon Emrick; George, a farmer of Alonroe
township; Mina, the wife of William Guenther, and Cena, the wife of J. C.
Ayers, of this county. Samuel Miller was reared on the home farm in
Alonroe township, and attended the public schools, remaining at home until
he had reached his majority.
On January 13, 1870, Samuel Aliller was married to Lydia A. Stiver,
who was born in Alontgomery county, Ohio, October 21, 1844, a daughter
of Henry Stiver, a native of Pennsylvania. Four children bora to this
union are now living: Henry, a graduate of the common schools, married
Lillie M. Fudge, and is a successful farmer: Nettie, also a graduate of the
common schools, is the wife of Holly Spitler; Alartin O., a graduate of the
common schools, married Grace Wurt, and Clara, a graduate of the common schools, is the wife of Warren F. Petry.
The Aliller family are all members of the Evangelical Association
church, and Samuel Aliller has long been prominent in the affairs of this
church. Air. Miller is a Democrat, and has taken an active part in local
political affairs, having served as a member of the school board for thirtyfive years, and as township trustee for three terms. He served as a member
of the board of directors of the county infirmary for three years. He is a
member of the Preble County Agricultural Association, and for the past
eighteen years has served as president of that association, and is now serving as vice-president of the same. Air. Miller is one of the directors of the
Farmers Banking Company, of Eldorado.
Mr. Miller is the owner of two hundred and forty-seven acres of splendid farming land in Preble county, and is a successful breeder of Chester
White hogs. Mr. Miller is not only a representative farmer, but, more than
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that, he is a representative citizen of Preble county, where he is well known,
and never permits any movement for the promotion of the interests of the
vocation with which he is identified, to pass without his active support and
assistance. He is much respected by the rising generation of farmers, to
whom he has ever been willing to extend a helping hand.

REV. McDANIEL HOWSARE.
There is no earthly station higher than the ministry of the gospel, no
life can be more uplifting or grander than that which is devoted to the teaching of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. No man makes
greater sacrifices than the one who is willing to cast aside earthly crowns and
laurels of fame to follow in the footsteps of the lowly Nazarene. The height,
depth and breadth of the influence of such a life cannot be estimated. Eaton,
Ohio, has many worthy ministers of the gospel, but none, is more prudent, or
more forcefully illustrates what energy, integrity and fixed purpose can accomplish than the pastor of the First Christian church, the Rev. AIcDaniel
Howsare. He enjoys the highest esteem and confidence of the people with
whom he labors and his career is a compelling lesson to the young man who
stands at the parting of the ways.
Rev. AIcDaniel Howsare was born at Chaneysville, Bedford county,
Pennsylvania, April 5, 1869, the son of Joshua and Sarah Elizabeth (Ash)
Howsare. natives of Pennsylvania, who were the parents of three children,
Rev. AIcDaniel, Alary Agnes, deceased, who was the wife of J. B. Cooper:
and Cora Belle, who died in infancy.
Joshua Howsare was reared in Bedford county, Pennsylvania, and almost all his life he was a farmer. He owned a farm of one hundred and sixty
acres a mite and one-half from Chaneysville, where he reared his family and
where he lived until about ten years ago, when he retired to Chaneysville,
where he since has been conducting a boarding house.
The paternal grandparents of Rev. AIcDaniel Howsare were Asa and
Catharine (Nycum) Howsare, natives of Pennsylvania. Asa Howsare was
a fanner in Bedford county. He died at the age of sixty-nine and his wife
at the age of ninety. They had three sons, Wesley, Jesse and Joshua. The
maternal grandparents of Rev. Howsare were Owen and Sarah Ann (Robinson) Ash, the former of whom was a fanner in Bedford county and died
there at an advanced age. They had a large family, Edmund, Dennis, Top
G, Emma, Sarah Elizabeth and several other children who died in infancy.
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Rev. AIcDaniel Howsare was reared on his father's farm in the hills of
Pennsylvania. He attended the township schools and began teaching at
the age of sixteen. Besides the county normal school, he attended the Dickinson Seminary at Williamsport, Pennsylvania, and Antioch College at Yellow Springs, Ohio. In the meantime he studied for the ministry and began
preaching when about twenty years old. His first regular charge after leaving school was with the First Christian church at Versailles, Ohio, which he
served for five years, after which he served nearly two years as general secretary of the Ohio State Christian Association. He then was pastor five
years at the Christian church at Alaple Rapids, Alichigan, at the end of which
term of service he returned to the Versailles church, upon the unanimous call
of the congregation, and remained there three years. From Versailles he
was called to the Alemorial Christian Temple at Norfolk, Virginia, where he
remained two years. In November, 1911, he was called to Eaton, Ohio, and
has been pastor" of the First Christian church since that time.
The membership of the First Christian church is about six hundred, and
it has the largest Sunday school in the city, having an enrollment of six
hundred and fifty-five.
In 1904 Rev. AIcDaniel Howsare made a trip to the Holy Land, going
as a delegate to the fourth world's Sunday school convention at Jerusalem.
In 1910 he attended the sixth world's convention at Washington, D. C. At
the present time he is a member of the board of the American Sunday school
convention.
Rev. AIcDaniel Howsare was married, April 2 j , 1895, to Athella McKinney, the daughter of James L. and Elizabeth J. (Lowry) McKinney.
Three children have been born to this union, George Douglas, Evelyn Elizabeth and James M.
Mrs. Howsare was born at Donnelsville, Clark county, Ohio. She was
reared there and was a graduate of Antioch College. She taught in the Olive
Branch township high school and other township schools. She is the only
woman member at the present time of the general mission board of the
American Christian convention, which is composed of nine members.
James L. and Elizabeth McKinney were natives of Clark county, Ohio.
The former owned a farm, but was a merchant in Yellow Spring for some
years and at one time was manager of the dining hall of Antioch College.
He was captain of a company in the One Hundred and Firty-third Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, formerly having belonged to the Sixteenth Ohio Artillery.
Mrs. AIcKinney's mother died in Yellow Springs in 1912 and Captain AlcKinney died at Eaton in 1913. They were the parents of three children.
(47)
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Carena, Athella and Herschel. Carena was a high school teacher and also a
music teacher in Antioch College. She was a splendid singer and possessed
an exceptional soprano voice. The son, Herschel, died when a small boy.
The paternal grandparents of Airs. Howsare were Cyrus B. and Alelinda
Elizabeth ( Lamme) AIcKinney. who were the parents of the following children: William, Frank, James L. and Airs. Alattie (AIcKinney) Wise. The
maternal grandparents of Airs. Flowsare were David W. and Eliza (Layton)
Lowrv, natives of Clark county, Ohio. Their children were William and
Flizabeth J.
Captain James L. AIcKinney, Airs. Howsare's father, was descended
from two pioneer families of Clark county, Ohio, the AlcKinneys and the
Famines. The patriotism and musical talent of himself and children were
inherited from the paternal side. The father of Captain James L. AIcKinney was Cyrus B. AIcKinney, and his mother was Alelinda E. Lamme, who
was born in Clark county. The father of Cyrus B. AIcKinney was Samuel
AIcKinney, who was a soldier in the War of 1812. Captain James L. AIcKinney was born in Clark county, Ohio, April 29, 1839. He was land appraiser of Aliami township, Greene county, and held other minor offices. In
1861 he enlisted in the Sixteenth Ohio Artillery, engaging in the battles of Pea
Ridge, Thompson's Alills, Round Hill, Cash River, Duvall's Bluff, the siege
of Vricksburg, Jackson. Alississippi, and Champion's Hill. He was discharged
and returned home, but in Alay. 1864, he prepared again for the service and
became captain of Company E, One Hundred and Fifty-third Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, which company he organized. The command was attached to
Grant's army and saw some severe service. He was a highly educated man and
served on the educational board of Antioch College. He always took an active interest in politics, adhering to the principles of the Republican party.
Rev. AIcDaniel Howsare and wife own a farm of eighty acres in Clark
county and residence property in Yellow Springs, Ohio. At the formation
of the Progressive party, Rev. Howsare became identified with that party
and has been active in support of its principles and candidates. He is a
member of the Versailles lodge, Free and Accepted Alasons, and is a member
of the Scottish Rite, belonging to the Dayton consistory. He and his wife
are members of the Eastern Star chapter at Versailles.
Reverend Howsare is president of the Eaton Ministerial Association
and chairman of the executive committee of the Preble County Anti-Saloon
League. He is vice-president of the County Humane Society and president
of the board of directors of the Eaton Commercial Club. He is also a member of the Preble County Poultry Association, a member of the executive
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committee of the Chautauqua Association and also a member of the executive
committee of the Lyceum Association.
Rev. AIcDaniel Howsare has enjoyed an extremely active career in enterprises which reflect his interest in worthy causes. Fie is a true minister in
every sense of the word and obviously is destined to perform greater services
as a fulfillment of his great mission in life.

JOHN V. CURRY.
Xo profession has made greater advancement during the last half century than has the agricultural profession. Practically all of the disadvantages which formerly surrounded the farmer have been done away with
because of the multitude of modern inventions which tend to lighten the
farmer's labors. It takes less labor now to operate a farm of fifty acres
than it did to operate a farm of ten acres fifty years ago, and inventions
constantly are coming into use which are helping the farmer to increase his
sphere of usefulness. Ohio is recognized as one of the best farming states
of the Union, and no county in this state has better or more prosperous and
progressive farmers than has Preble county. Among the hundreds of farmers who have made this county famous as an agricultural section, there is
no one more worthy of a place in a historical and biographical work of this
character than James V. Curry, of this review, who has been a life-long
resident of the county.
John V. Curry, the son of James H. and Elvira J. (Hawley) Curry,
was born on the farm where he is now living, April 9, 1869. James H.
Curry was a son of Capt. John Curry, and also was born on the farm where
his son now lives in Jefferson township. Elvira J. Hawley, the mother of
Air. Curry, was born in Butler county, Ohio. James H. Curry and wife
were the parents of two children, the younger of whom is John V. The
elder son, Elmer A., is a graduate of the Aledical College of Cincinnati,
and is now a successful practicing physician of that city. He married Fannie AlcKee, and to this union one child was born, who is now deceased.
John V. Curry was reared on the farm in Jefferson township, attending the district schools of his home neighborhood until he was about seventeen years old, at which time he started farming for himself, and is now
the owner of a fine farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres. He carries
on general farming and stock raising, making^ a specialty of high-grade
stock, and has been more than ordinarily successful in this latter line.
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In 1890 Air. Curry was married to Clara Creager, who also is a native
of Preble county, the daughter of Joseph Creager and wife. To this union
two children have been born, Erma and Lois AI. Erma is a graduate of
the New Paris high school, and is now the wife of Russell Rider, a farmer
of Jefferson township. Lois AI. is unmarried and lives at home with her
parents. The mother of these children died on July 6, 1903, and later Air.
Curry married A^iola M. Imes, the daughter of Frank and Clara J. (Whitteman) Imes, who was born in Twin township, this county, August 8, 1885.
To this second union two children have been born: Dorothy, born on July
26, 1909, and Ruth E., bora on June 9, 1913.
Mr. Curry is an adherent of the Democratic party, but has never been
actively interested in political affairs, preferring rather to give his entire
attention to his agricultural interests. Air. Curry and his family are loyal
and earnest members of the Presbyterian church at Gettysburg and are liberal contributors to the support of the same. Mr. and Mrs. Curry are highly esteemed in the community in which they have lived so many years, and
popular among a wide circle of friends and acquaintances.

DR. LOGAN ROBERT PRYOR.
Dr. Logan R. Pryor, physician and surgeon at Eaton, Ohio, was born
in Eaton, June 24, 1873. the son of William B. and Alary (Straw) Pryor,
natives of Alaysville, Kentucky, and Preble county, respectively. They had
four children: Dr. William Edward, of Camden, Ohio; Hattie, the wife of
William Wooster, of Wellsville, Ohio; Dr. Logan Ri, of Eaton, and Jennie, who died at the age of five years.
William B. Pryor lived in Alaysville, Kentucky, until he was fourteen
years of age, when he came to Eaton, and here he lived the remainder of
his life. He was a painter by trade. He was a soldier in the Civil War,
and belonged to Company C, Twentieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, later reenlisting in Company F, Eighty-first Ohio A^olunteer Infantry. He served
four years and five months and was in man}' of the hard fought battles of
. the war. After the war he returned to Eaton and followed his trade of
painting. He died in 1893, a t the a S e °f fifty-six, his wife dying in 1897,
also at the age of fifty-six. He belonged to the Grand Army of the Republic.
The paternal grandparents of Doctor Pryor were William and Rhoda
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(Ball) Pryor. He was a native of county Cork, Ireland, and she of England. They came from Alaysville, Kentucky, to Eaton, Ohio, where he
conducted a shoe store for several years. They died in Eaton. They had
four sons: John, Joseph, Robert E. and William B. The maternal grandparents of Doctor Pryor were Peter and Alaria (Hoffman) Straw, both natives of Germany. They came to America, settling first in Pennsylvania,
from which place they came to Preble county, Ohio, where they bought a
farm two miles north of Eaton. They died in Eaton at advanced ages. He
was killed in an accident while moving a house. They were the parents of
the following children: Joseph, William, George, Sallie. Emma and Alary.
Logan R. Pryor was reared in Eaton and attended the public schools.
When seventeen he began working in a drug store and later in a drug store
in Hamilton. He studied medicine during this time and was graduated
from the Pulte Aledical College at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1896, being among
those who secured honorable mention in his class. He began practicing in
Eaton and has practiced here ever since.
Doctor Pryor was married, July 29, 1896, to Dora Belle Blackford,
the daughter of Henry C. and Alary (Wright) Blackford. One son has
been born to this union, William Bryon, born August II, 1897.
Airs. Pryor is a member of the Universalist church. She was born
near Camden, Preble county, November II, 1876, her parents also being
natives of Preble county. Her father was a produce and coal dealer and
followed various other pursuits. He now lives at Van Wert and is a traveling merchant tailor. Her mother died in 1885 at the age of thirty-four.
The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Pryor were Ephriam and Alary (Enos)
Blackford, natives of Ohio and early settlers in Preble county. They died
here at an old age. They had the following children: William, Henry,
Sarah Skiles and Laura Hamlyn. The maternal grandparents of Mrs.
Pryor were Samuel and Margaret Wright, natives of Ohio and early settlers in Preble county, where they died well advanced in years. They reared
a large family of children: Edward, William, James, Benjamin, Alary, Sallie Wilkinson, Anna Girton and Jane Brubaker.
Politically, Doctor Pryor is a Democrat. Fraternally, he is a member
of Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Alasons, and Eaton Chapter
No. 22, Royal Arch Alasons. He also belongs to the Ohio Homeopathic
State Medical Society and to the Miami Homeopathic Medical Society at
Dayton, Ohio. Doctor Pryor enjoys a large practice and is sincerely devoted to the school of medicine in which he was trained. He is deeply interested in all civic enterprises and is a highly respected citizen, aside from
his professional standing.
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GEORGE E. BEARD.
Many men have contributed to the agricultural prosperity of Preble
county and of Alonroe township. This garden spot is one of the best-known
agricultural sections in Preble county, and George E. Beard, a retired
farmer of Eldorado, of rather large business interests, has contributed
largely to this prosperity. He is a well-known and respected citizen of Monroe township and has a record of honorable and upright dealings throughout a long life, in consequence of which he is eminently deserving of the
esteem in which he is held by his neighbors and friends in Monroe township and Preble county.
George E. Beard was born November 13, 1863, in Alonroe township,
a son of Jacob and Alary E. (Byers) Beard, both of whom were born near
Williamsport, Maryland. They were married in their native state and came
to Preble county in 1853, locating in Manchester, where they rented land
for a short time. Later Air. Beard purchased a farm in Monroe township,
where he and his wife spent the rest of their lives. He was a Democrat in
politics and a member of the Knights of Pythias. Air. and Airs. Jacob
Beard were the parents of twelve children, ten of whom are living. One
died in infancy and David died in 1914. The others are: J. O., who is a retired farmer of Eldorado; Nelson, of Dayton, Ohio; William H., of Dayton, Ohio; J. D., also a resident of Dayton; Martha, the wife of Isaac Miller; Mollie, a resident of Westerville, Ohio; Emma, the wife of Walter
A. Eby, of Eldorado; George E., the subject of this sketch; Frank, a farmer of Monroe township; and M. L., the city editor of the News, at Dayton,
Ohio.
George E. Beard was reared on the old home farm, which he now
owns. He received his education in the common schools, principally at district No. 2, in Monroe township, which he attended until about twenty years
of age, and remained at home until he was twenty-eight years old.
In 1892 Mr. Beard was married to Lottie Gilfillam, to which union
three children were born, only one of whom is now living, Hazel, who is a
student in the Westerville (Ohio) schools. Mrs. Beard died on September
30, 1906, and in 1909 Mr. Beard married, secondly, Etta Brockford, the
daughter of William and Elizabeth (Guid) Brockford, of West Manchester, both of whom were natives of Preble county and both of whom are
now deceased. Mrs. Beard was educated in the West Manchester high
school.
George E. Beard owns eighty acres in Monroe township, Preble coun-
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ty, and eighty acres in Darke county. He is one of the directors of the
Farmers Banking Company of Eldorado and owns ten acres of land and a
beautiful residence in Eldorado, seven acres being outside the corporation
and three inside.
Mrs. Beard is a member of the Christian church at West Alanchester.
Mr. Beard is a member of Eldorado Lodge No. 389, Knights of Pythias.
Airs. Beard is a member of the Crescent Lodge No. 353. Daughters of Kebekah, and is a past grand of that lodge. Air. Beard is a past chancellor in
the Knights of Pythias. He is a Democrat and has taken a more or less
active interest in local politics, having served as a councilman in Eldorado.
Mr. and Mrs. Beard are well known and regarded as excellent citizens, not
only in Eldorado and Alonroe township, but also throughout Preble county.

THOMAS RULE.
Those who faced every danger, and death itself, upon the battlefields
of the Civil -War and bore sufferings and made sacrifices for their country's
sake, are especially deserving of mention in these annals. The younger
generation should never forget that to the men who upheld the nation's
standards in the dark days of the sixties is due a debt of gratitude which
can never be paid, as the prosperity, liberty and happiness which we now
enjoy are the direct outcome of their labors and loyalty. Among the honored veterans who answered the roll call of 1861 is Thomas Rule, a retired
farmer and respected citizen of Eldorado, Ohio. Air. Rule was not only in
many desperate battles of this memorable war, but suffered the horrors of
the southern prisons as well as almost mortal injury.
Thomas Rule was born in Darke county, Ohio, December 19, 1840,
the son of Lewis and Mary (Alarshall) Rule, both of whom were born in
Maryland. They grew up and married there, coming to Ohio at a very
early day, settling in Darke county at a time when that region was practically a wilderness, and there they spent the remainder of their lives. Lewis
Rule was a successful farmer. He attended the Universalist church and
was identified With the Democratic party. He and his wife were the parents of six children: Susan, who married John Alber and is now deceased;
William, George, Mary and Catherine, all deceased, and Thomas.
Thomas Rule, the only living member of the family, was reared on the
home farm in Darke county and enlisted in Company H, One Hundred and
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Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in August, 1862, and was assigned to the
Army of the Potomac, being connected with the Third Corps. After the
battle of Gettysburg, he was transferred to the Sixth Army Corps, where
he remained until the close of the war. Air. Rule was wounded at Stephens
Depot, June 15, 1863, being shot through the lung, and was taken prisoner
to Belle Isle, Richmond, Virginia, where he was fifty days without any medical aid, except that which was given by his comrades. Mr. Rule was then
exchanged and returned to the ranks of the army before his wounds were
healed.
After the war he returned to Darke county, Ohio, but in 1867 moved
to Preble county, where he bought a farm of eighty acres in Alonroe township. He farmed this place for many years and eventually was able to pay
off the heavy debt which he had incurred when the farm was purchased.
On December 27, 1866, Thomas Rule married Susan AF Somsel, who
was born and reared in this county. To this union was born one child, Hattie R., the widow of Charles Biddle, who lives in Denver, Colorado. Airs.
Rule died on February 5, 1895, and Air. Rule married, secondly, August 28,
1901, Alary Strickler, who was born at Columbus, Ohio.
Air. Rule is a devoted member of the Universalist church. Until recently he was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and had served
as senior vice-commander. He is a member of the Protective Association
and in politics is an ardent Democrat. Air. Rule moved to Eldorado in
February, 1910, and is now living retired. He is a man who is well known
in Alonroe township, and besides his splendid war record, has an honorable
record as a private citizen.

J O H N F. ERVIN.
Among the worthy citizens of Eldorado, Ohio, whose residence has
contributed in no smalFdegree to the well-being and happiness of the people
of that town is John F. Ervin, a retired contractor and a justice of the
peace. Air. Ervin would be the last man to become the subject of fancy
sketches, nevertheless, his life presents incidents that are interesting and
valuable and which may be studied with profit by the young men whose
careers are yet to be made. In every way Mr. Ervin is deserving of the
confidence which has been placed in him by his neighbors, and is worthy of
the high esteem in which they hold him.
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John F. Ervin was born on December 17, 1842. in Highland county,
Ohio, the son of Peyton and Alargaret (Young) Ervin. Pevton Ervin
was born in Augusta county, Virginia, and migrated with his parents to
Highland county, Ohio. His wife also was a native of Virginia, who moved
with her parents to Wayne county, Indiana, where Air. and Airs. Frvin were
married, immediately after which they came to Preble county, locating one
and one-half miles northeast of New Paris on a farm which Harry V .
Bragg now owns. Peyton Ervin lived there until i860, in which year lie
moved to Jefferson township, where he spent the rest of his life. He and
his wife were the parents of four children: John F., the subject of this
sketch; Thomas N., who served one hundred days in the One Hundred and
Fifty-sixth Regiment Ohio \<rolunteer Infantry and is now deceased; James
FF, of Jefferson township, and Harriett J., the wife of Raper Christman,
of Washington township, this county.
John F. Ervin spent his boyhood days on the farm in Jefferson township, where he attended school. He enlisted in Company C. Fiftieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in August, 1862, and was assigned to the
Twenty-third Army Corps. He was wounded at Peach Tree creek, Georgia, July 20, 1864, and this wound disabled him until December 15, 1864.
On that date he re-entered the service and served until the close of the war.
He was at the famous battle of Nashville. After the war Air. Ervin returned to the old homestead.
John F. Ervin was married to Sarah F. Alurray, the daughter of
Mitchell A. and Lydia (Brasier) Murray, to which union two sons and a
daughter were born: William A., who is a resident of Eldorado, married
Alyrtle Barr; Alinnie AI., who is the wife of William A. AlcClure, and
Plennie F., who lives in Indianapolis, Indiana. The mother-of these children died in 1906, and Mr. Ervin married, secondly, Airs. Sarah AI. Jones,
who was born in West Virginia, October 19, 1855. Her first husband,
Henry Jones, died in 1904. She had two children by her first marriage, one
of whom is living, Maude, the wife of Isaac Hanes, of Dayton, Ohio.
Mr. Ervin is a Republican and has served his community efficiently for
some time as justice of the peace. He also is a notary public and has- served
as township clerk. He served six years on the county soldiers' relief commission. In all of these positions Mr. E n i n has proved eminently able to
discharge the duties imposed upon him. He is a member of Judy Shewmon Post No. 747, Grand Army of the Republic, and is a past commander
of the same. He also is a member of Fort Black Lodge, Free and Accepted
Masons, of New Madison.
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Airs. Ervin is a devoted member of the Christian church. Air. and Airs.
Ervin are both highly respected in the community in which they live and
eminently deserve the high regard in which they are held by a large circle
of friends and acquaintances.

JACOB Q. BEARD.
It is an axiom demonstrated by human experience that industry is the
key to prosperity. Success comes not to him who idly waits for fortune's
favors, but to the faithful toiler who, with cheerful celerity and patient vigilance, takes advantage of every circumstance that will promote his interests. Such a man is Jacob Q. Beard, a retired farmer and a well-known
and highly esteemed citizen of Eldorado, Ohio. Mr. Beard always has been
a man of strictly honest business principles, patient industry and pleasant,
agreeable disposition.
Jacob Q. Beard was born in Washington county, Alaryland, December
30, 1845, the son of Jacob and Alary E. (Byers) Beard, both natives of
Washington county, Alaryland, who were reared in that county and married there. Some time after their marriage they came to Preble county,
Ohio, arriving here on April 1, 1855. Jacob Beard rented land until 1861,
when he purchased eighty acres in Alonroe township, about fifteen acres of
which was cleared. Air. Beard erected buildings on this farm and here
spent the rest of his life. He died on August 29, 1889, and his wife died in
1895. Air. and Airs. Jacob Beard were members of the Lutheran church.
They had six children when they came to Preble county, and six children
were born after their arrival here. The living children are: Jacob Q., the
subject of this sketch; Nelson, of Dayton, Ohio; W. H., of Dayton, Ohio;
J. D., also of Dayton, Ohio; AI. L., the city editor of the Dayton News;
Martha, the wife of Isaac Miller; Catherine, the wife of W. C. Coblentz,
and Emma, the wife of Warren Eby. Two of the deceased children are
David, who died on April 10, 1914, and Alvin V., who died at the age of
two years.
Jacob Q. Beard was ten years old when he was brought to Preble
county. He had attended school in Maryland and continued his schooling
in Preble county. He quit school at the age of sixteen and then began to
help clear and improve the old farm. He remained at home until he had
almost reached his majority and then began working for himself. He

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

747

worked cutting wood for the railroad and saved some money out of his
earnings. Later he engaged in raising tobacco.
On December 25, 1873, Air. Beard was married to Airs. Jennie (Fudge)
Hoover, the daughter of George and Alary (Disher) Fudge, and then went
to farming in Alonroe township, where he bought ten acres. He gradually
added to this farm until he now owns one hundred and forty-one and onethird acres, all in Alonroe township. Airs. Beard received twenty-seven
hundred dollars by inheritance, and, with this exception, Air. and Airs.
Beard together have made the remainder of their present fortune.
To Jacob O. and Jennie (Fudge) Beard were born two children: Oma.
the wife of W. B. Rautsaw, who lives in Alonroe township and has one
daughter, Dorothy, who was born April. 15, 1907, and Tebe, born in 1884,
who married Pearl Boadstock and lives in Alonroe township. By her first
marriage, Airs. Beard had one son, David Hoover, who now resides in
Alonroe township.
Politically, Mr. Beard is a Democrat, although he has never been especially active in political affairs. Airs. Beard is a member of the Universalist church. They are quiet, unassuming people and popular in Eldorado,
where they have a comfortable home.

JOSEPH E. CONGER.
Among the citizens of Preble county who are constantly working for
the county's advancement along social and financial lines is Joseph E. Conger, a prominent agriculturist and vice-president of the Dixon township
board of education. Air. Conger is the type of man who, fully aware of
the advantages accruing to the progressive and enlightened community, does
•all in his power to further those agencies which make for progress.
The great-grandfather of Air. Conger was Josiah Conger, who was
born in North Carolina on July 28, 1780, and who married Catharine Runyon, of Barren county, Kentucky, in 1808, coming to Preble county in 1810.
They were the parents of eleven children: Nancy, Aaron R., Moses, Anna,
Sarah, John N., Mary R., Eli, Elizabeth M., William A. and Evaline. Of
these children, Aaron R. married Ruth Marshall, and the children born to
the union were Marshall A., Thomas M., John N., Wheeler M., Francis R.
and Anna. Of these, John N. married Louisa Kenney, their children being
Alary L. and Albert R., both deceased. Carrie L. married E. G. Harris
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and lives in Eaton, Ohio. Joseph E. is the subject of this sketch. Herbert
A. married Lucy Parker, and, some time after her death, he married Marianda Smith. Catherine A. married E. AI. Shaffer, and, after his death,
was married to Waller L. Reed. One child died in infancy. Bertie A. is
the wife of Claude Kennedy.
Joseph E. Conger was reared on the farm in Dixon township, and obtained a practical education in the district school. He lived on the home
place to the age of thirty, and, immediately after marriage, began housekeeping on the farm where he now lives.
On Alarch 28, 1900, Air. Conger married Alargaret C. Bussard, who
was born in Frederick county, Maryland, on March 6, 1868, the daughter
of Samuel AI. and Hannah (Toms) Bussard, both of whom died when
Alargaret was twelve years old. Alargaret was reared in Alaryland, where
she lived until she was twenty. To the union of Air. Conger and Alargaret
Bussard was born one child, Edna L., on December 25, 1905.
The Alethodist Evangelical church at Sugar Valley counts Airs. Conger as one of its most valuable members. In politics, Mr. Conger is a Republican, and he is a member of the Farmers' Protective Association. Mr.
Conger is a successful farmer, as he does his work intelligently and is ever
open to suggestion or information as to better methods. Firm in his integrity and sincerely striving for the betterment of those around him, he is
highly esteemed by those who know him, while he is universally respected.

CHRISTOPHER WAIR.
Christopher Wair is one of those strong, self-reliant and determined
characters who are occasionally met with and who are such a distinct type
as to be the free-born leaders of their fellow men. Not that Air. Wair
courts that distinction, for he is entirely unassuming, but his great force of
character, his zeal and his energy in whatever he undertakes, naturally place
him at the head of the crowd. He has been a potent factor in the development of Preble county, Ohio, where he has lived all of his life and where he
is known to all classes of people for his honorable and industrious life, both
private and public.
Christopher Wair, a former commissioner of Preble county, Ohio, living on route No. 8, out of Kitchel, Indiana, was bora in Dixon township,
Preble county, Ohio, February 5, 1859, and is a son of James and Hannah
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(Somers) Wair. James Wair was born in Ireland in 1832, and came to the
United States, landing at New Orleans, from which place he came to Preble
county. He lived in this county the remainder of his life, his death occurring in 1906. His wife, Anna Somers, was also a native of Ireland, and
came to the United States early in life, locating in Preble county, Ohio. She
died in August, 1902. Air. and Mrs. James Wair were the parents of ten
children, nine of whom are living: Julia, the wife of John Alullin, of Cincinnati, Ohio; Christopher, the immediate subject of this sketch; Arthur,
who lives in the west; John, who died in 1899, a t Elkhart, Indiana; James,
ex-superintendent of the Preble county infirmary, lives in Eaton; Thomas,
of Cincinnati; Martha, wife of Elmer Smith, of Eaton, Ohio; Richard, of
Cincinnati; Raymond, of Eaton, and William, of Eaton.
Christopher Wair was reared on his father's farm in Dixon township
and was educated in the public schools of his home neighborhood. He began working for himself on a farm by the month at an early age. When he
was married he was a poor man, renting land for seven years, and then
bought sixty-seven acres, where he now lives. Mr. Wair later bought one
hundred and sixty acres across the road from where he resides and is now
the owner of two hundred and twenty-seven acres of good farming land, all
of which he has made by his own unaided efforts. He always keeps a good
grade of live stock and has made a specialty of hog raising. He has been a
bridge contractor, in addition to farming, for the past twenty-four years,
and for a time was engaged in manufacturing hard lumber. He was engaged in this business for seven years and was very successful.
Christopher Wair was married, August 30, 1887, to Margaret Shelley,
who is a daughter of James and Mary (Monohon) Shelley, both of whom
were natives of Ireland, but who were married in Newport, Kentucky. From
Kentucky they came to Darke county, Ohio, where they lived the remainder
of their lives, his death occurring in 1882, while his widow survived him
until January 26, 1885. They were the parents of three children: John, of
Ansonia, Ohio; Mary, the wife of Henry Alanix, of Fort Recovery, Ohio,
and Alargaret, the wife of Mr. Wair.
Christopher Wair and wife are the parents of six children: Alary and
Bessie, graduates of the common schools and also of the Fairhaven high
school; Leonard, Joseph and Francis are deceased; Andrew, who is the sixth
child.
Mr. and Mrs. Wair are devout members of the Catholic church, of
Eaton, Ohio. In politics, Mr. Wair is a Republican and has always taken
an active interest in local politics. He was appointed a commissioner of
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Preble county, Ohio, in Alarch, 1912, and served until December 1st of the
same year. He was nominated for this office again, but was defeated with
the rest of his ticket. Air. and Airs. Wair are pleasant people to meet. They
have reared an interesting family and are honored citizens of Dixon township, where they now reside.

WILLIAA1 S. PINKERTON.
Agriculture has been an honored vocation from the earliest ages and
as a usual thing men of honorable and humane impulses, as well as those
of energy and thrift, have been patrons of husbandry. The free out-of-door
life of the farm has a decided tendency to foster and develop that independence of mind and self-reliance which characterize true manhood, and
no truer blessing can befall a man than to prove himself a successful farmer.
It has always been the fruitful soil from which have sprung the moral bone
and sinew of the country, and the majority "of the nation's great warriors,
renowned statesmen and distinguished men of letters have been either farmers or the sons of farmers. It is not a matter to provoke wonder, therefore,
when we find a man who has proved himself a successful teacher of the
classics and the dead languages and who has so closely applied himself to his
pedagogical duties that his health has suffered, turning to the farm with the
intention of gaining his livelihood from the soil, as did his father before
him and as did, as well, many of the famous figures of ancient history whom
he had met in his books.
William S. Pinkerton was born in Dixon township, Preble county,
Ohio, November 30, 1866, a son of John R. and Narcissa (Henry) Pinkerton. His father, John R. Pinkerton, was born in Preble county in 1830,
a son of Air. and Airs. Thomas Pinkerton, both of whom were natives of
South Carolina. They migrated to Preble county at an early date in company with great-grandfather John Pinkerton. The latter was a native of
Ireland and emigrated to South Carolina in 1791. He was never able, however, to reconcile himself to the institution of slavery and, after having lived
in South Carolina for a number of years, he freed his slaves and moved to
Preble county, Ohio, settling near Fairhaven, where he spent the remainder
of his life. He is buried in Hopewell cemetery, Preble county. Grandfather Thomas Pinkerton passed away in 1873.
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John R. Pinkerton, father of the subject of this sketch, followed the
calling of a farmer in Dixon township, where he owned a farm of sixtythree acres. H e died on August 12, 1872. Airs. Pinkerton is still living
and makes her home in California with her son, Rev. J. C. Pinkerton.
To Air. and Airs. John R. Pinkerton were born seven children, as follow: Thomas C , who lives in Johnson county, Kansas; Charles L.. who
died at the age of thirty-three, at Aluncie, Indiana; Alargaret, who died in
Preble county, at the age of six; Emma H , who is assistant superintendent
of the Santa Fe Railroad Flospital at Los Angeles, California; William S.,
the subject, and his twin brother. Samuel H , who died in Bloomington, Indiana, in 1907, and was buried in the Fairhaven cemetery at Fairhaven,
Ohio; and Rev. John Clarence Pinkerton, D. D., who is pastor of the First
United Presbyterian church at Los Angeles, California.
William S. Pinkerton received his early education in the public schools
of Preble county, Ohio, and later, when his parents moved to Rush county,
Indiana, he attended the public schools in that county. In 1887 he entered
Indiana State University, at Bloomington, Indiana. After he had been
graduated from the university, he went to Pekin, Illinois, where for two
years he was an instructor in the Episcopal denominational institution of
that place. H e then returned to Indiana University, where he taught Greek
and Latin until 1895, at the same time working out his degree of Alaster of
Arts. From Indiana University he went to Huntington, Indiana, where he
taught Greek and Latin for eight years. At the end of that time his health
failed and he abandoned his profession of teaching, taking up the work of
track farming in the vicinity of Bloomington, Indiana, an occupation which
he followed for about six years. In 1910 he came to Fairhaven, Preble
county, Ohio, and engaged in farming. H e has since remained in Fairhaven
and has been prominent in the affairs of the town.
On August 22, 1906, Mr. Pinkerton married Mrs. Lillian (Pierson)
Smith, the widow of Charles E. Smith, who died April 14, 1896. She was
a daughter of Stephen and Esther (Elliott) Pierson, the father a native of
New Jersey and the mother bora in Dixon township, Preble county.
Mr.
Pierson was a wagonmaker in Fairhaven. H e died in May, 1892, and Airs.
Pierson died in December, 1881. Airs. Pinkerton owns ninety-three acres
of land adjoining Fairhaven.
Air. and Airs. William S. Pinkerton are members of the United Presbyterian church of Fairhaven and are loyal supporters and active workers in
that church. In politics, Mr. Pinkerton is affiliated with the Republican
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party and has been active in the political affairs of his community. He is at
present ably serving his fellow citizens in the office of township clerk, and
is conducting the duties of his office with entire success.
Air. Pinkerton is a man of high ideals and upright citizenship. He
has played an important part in the development of the country, first as an
educator and later as a farmer and community leader. He has been in every
way a worthy descendant of his pioneer ancestors and possesses the love and
respect, not only of his neighbors, but .also of the many students whom he
wisely instructed and advised during the pliant periods of their lives.

FRED C. ROBERTS.
Perseverance and sterling worth are almost always sure to win conspicuous recognition in all localities. Fred C. Roberts, at present a farmer
living on Rural Route No. 5, out of Eaton, Ohio, affords a splendid example
of a successful, self-made man, who is not only eminently deserving of the
confidence reposed in him by his fellow citizens, but who possesses the energy
and integrity which have fitted him to discharge the duties of all the responsibilities with which he has been entrusted. Air. Roberts is a man of
vigorous mentality, strong moral fiber, and to these qualities are due largely
the signal success which he has achieved in the battle of life.
Fred C. Roberts was born in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio,
April 1, 1873, a son of James W. and Lucretia M. (Davis) Roberts. James
W. Roberts was born in 1849 o n the same farm as his son, Fred C , and
now lives at West Elkton, Ohio. Lucretia AI. Davis was born near Liberty,
in Union county, Indiana. James W. Roberts is the son of Samuel Roberts,
who was born near Seven Alile, in Butler county, Ohio. Samuel Roberts, a
son of Jonathan Roberts, came to Preble county and located in Gratis township, where he lived the remainder of his life. He was a prominent farmer
and one of the wealthiest men in that township, owning three hundred acres
of land. He was a member of the Friends church, and was a stanch Republican. He was the father, besides James W., of Jonathan, Elihu, Zeno
and Delilah.
James W. Roberts was reared in Gratis township and married in Union
county, Indiana, and after his marriage he located on a part of the old farm,
where he lived until he purchased land near West Elkton, Ohio. He lived
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on this farm until 1904, when he moved to West Elkton, Ohio, and retired
from active life. He is a member of the Friends church, and a stanch
Republican in politics. He was a successful farmer and owned one hundred
and seventy-five acres of land. Three children were born to James W
Roberts and wife: Willis, who died at the age of eight years. Curtis, a granduate of the common schools and the West Elkton high school, also was a
graduate of Earlham College, at Richmond, Indiana, where he received the
degree of Bachelor of Arts. He was superintendent of Israel township
schools for some time, and was accidentally shot at a teachers' picnic in
1900. Fred C. Roberts, the third son born to his parents, was reared on
the fann in Gratis township and was educated in the common schools of
that township. He was graduated from the West Elkton high school in
1889, and from Earlham College with the degree of Bachelor of Science.
After this he entered the State University of Alichigan, where he was graduated with the degree of Civil Engineer in 1897. He was employed on government surveys in Alichigan two years, and then taught school for five years
in Preble county, Ohio. He was elected surveyor of Preble county, Ohio, in
1903, and served six years. He also served as city engineer of Eaton for
a term of three years.
Fred. C. Roberts was married to Verona Stubbs, of Gratis township,
who was born in that township, and was graduated from the West Flkton
high school. She also was a student at Earlham College. Three children
have been born to this union, Lowell F., who is a junior in the high school
at Camden; Robert W., who was born October 30, 1899, and who is a
student in the same class as his brother, Lowell F.: Joyce, who was born in
1902, is a student in the public schools of Camden, Ohio.
Air. Roberts and his father own six hundred and nine acres of land in
Preble county, Ohio, all of which, with the exception of forty-six acres, is
situated in Gasper township. It is all in one body. Air. Roberts is a stockholder in the Fanners' Elevator Company. He makes a specialty in the
breeding of cattle and hogs, and has a splendid success in raising stock for
the markets.
Politically, Air. Roberts is a Republican. He and his wife are members
of the Friends church and active in the work of that church. Air. Roberts
is also a member of the Ohio Civil Engineering Society. Fred C. Roberts is
a quiet, unassuming man, an honorable citizen of Preble county, highly respected in the community where he resides, and, in fact, throughout the whole
county, where he is so well known.
(48)
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M A R T I N L. C O O V E R T .
Success depends not only upon character, but upon training, disposition and optimism. In every community some men are known for their
upright lives, remarkable commonsense and their congenial temperaments.
They acquire political prestige by virtue of these qualities, since their neighbors and acquaintances come to respect them and to admire them. It is an
honor of no small consequence to be entrusted with important political duties, and Alartin L. Coovert, a farmer of Alonroe township, Preble county,
Ohio, has been honored by the citizens of Preble county. It is only fair to
say that Air. Coovert discharged these duties to the satisfaction of the people of Preble county, and that his reputation in a public way is builded upon
the efficiency he showed in this office.
Alartin L. Coovert was born in Alonroe township, Preble county, Ohio,
February 21, 1851, the son of Samuel and Emily (Hendrickson) Coovert.
Samuel Coovert was the son of John Coovert, who was one of the early
settlers of Preble county, and who died in Missouri Samuel Coovert was
reared in Preble county and here married. H e spent practically his whole
life in this county. H e was active in local politics and served as one of
the commissioners of the county for nine years. H e was known far and
wide for his untiring energy and for the dispatch with which he did things.
H e was an active member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Airs.
Coovert' died in June, 1913, and her husband died in April, 1914. They
celebrated their sixty-sixth wedding anniversary in 1913. They were the
parents of four children, three sons and one daughter, Jane, the wife of
William Slusser, who lives in Alonroe township; Alartin L., the subject of
this sketch; Curtis, a farmer of Alonroe township, and Samuel J., a retired
farmer of Eldorado.
Alartin L. Coovert spent his boyhood clays in Preble county and when
old enough he worked on the farm and attended the district schools. H e
later engaged in the manufacture of tile in Alonroe township and was in that
business for eighteen years. After quitting the tile business he purchased
a farm and now owns one hundred and twenty acres of land, a splendid
farm in every respect.
" On July 18, 1875, Martin L. Coovert was married to Huldah J. McCoy, a sister of Samuel L. McCoy. T w o children have been born to this
union, Alinnie, who is a graduate of the Eldorado high school and the wife
of O. P. Murray, of New Madison, Ohio, and Edward, a graduate of the
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Ohio University at Athens, who is_ a teacher in the Akron (Ohio) high
school. H e married a Aliss Leyda.
Air. Coovert served as county commissioner of Preble county two
terms, having been elected upon the Republican ticket. Throughout his life
he has been active in local politics and is regarded as one of the leaders in
his community, and, in fact, in Preble county. Airs. Coovert belongs to
the United Brethren church at Eldorado. Alartin L. Coovert is a man much
like his father in the effective manner in which he performs either a private
or public duty. H e must in every sense be regarded as a representative citizen of Preble county and one thoroughly entitled to representation in this
volume.

E D A I O N D SOAIERS.
The sons of Ireland who are living in this country are at all times
found to be among the most public-spirited and patriotic citizens, as they
are characteristically leaders, warm hearted and enthusiastic, and gifted with
a passionate love for their adopted land. The sons display the same traits
as the fathers, with the exception that they are fully Americanized and fully
in sympathy with American institutions, since they understand them better.
A son of an Irish father is Edmond Somers, who was born in Dixon
township, Putnam county, on July 4, 1858, the son of Thomas and Alary
(Stack) Somers, who were the parents of twelve children, of whom five
are living. They a r e : Edmond; Alarcella. the wife of Lewis AI. French,
of Dixon township; Thomas, who married Zoretha Braddock, also resides
in Dixon township; Arthur married Alarie Jackson and lives in Dixon
township; Alichael L. lives in Winchester, Indiana, where he engages in the
manufacture of glassware.
When he was twenty-one years of age, Thomas Somers came from
Ireland to America, landing almost penniless. He went to work on a Dixon
township farm, where he continued for a number of years, working by the
month for a time. Eventuallv he owned three hundred and sixty-seven
acres, all earned by his own efforts. His wife came from the same county
in Ireland as did he. She came to Eaton at the age of twelve and Thomas
Somers and she were married in Dixon township on March 18, 1847. The
husband died January 22, 1893; t n e w ^ e o n - A P r '' X S' I 9°4Edmond Somers was reared on the home farm and was educated in
the district schools. After his marriage, he rented a farm in Dixon town-
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ship on which he lived until Alarch, 1910. when he bought the farm of one
hundred and sixty-five acres on which he now lives, formerly known as the
old Morton place, situated six miles southwest of Eaton on the Sugar Valley road. The place is now known as the "Brookside Farm" and is devoted to general farming and stock raising, a specialty being made of DurocJersey red hogs.
On Alarch 5, 1888, Air. Somers married Lida Watt, the daughter of
John J. and Alatilda (Fitzsimmons) Watt. John Watt was born on July 4,
1819, in Brookville, Indiana, and his wife was born in Pennsylvania on
June 4, 1826. John Watt was a miller by trade and, after living at various
places, finally settled on a farm, in connection with which he operated a
mill on Four Alile creek. Air. Somers and wife are the parents of the
following three children: Alildred is living at home; Oral is a graduate of
the Eaton high school, and Alarvin is a student in the home schools.
Mr. Somers is a quiet mannered man, who believes that he can best
serve the community by a good example. In politics he is Republican, and
his wife is a member of the Sugar Valley Alethodist church. A progressive
agriculturist, a wise and devoted husband and father and a true gentleman,
Mr. Somers is well worthy of a place among the representative citizens of
his county.

OTTO FERST.
"Honor and shame from no condition rise; act well your part, there all
the honor lies." How aptly the poet thus expresses the basic condition of
right living. There is no one who has not at some time had this statement
impressed upon his consciousness by a review of the life of some one of
his acquaintance or of some one within the range of his knowledge, who,
from humble conditions, has risen to a place of honor and distinction. These
honors and distinctions may be nation-wide in scope or they may be confined to the locally-restricted area of a quiet neighborhood, but they are none
the less honors and distinctions for their being of mere local application.
There are many in this county who will at once discern the aptness of the
epigram as just quoted, applied to the useful life of the well-known Gratis
township farmer with whose career this particular sketch will treat. Left
an orphan when a child, being bereft of both parents when little more than
an infant, Otto Ferst has become one of the most prosperous and progress-
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ive farmers in Preble county and it is but proper that a brief account of his
life and of his works be here presented.
Otto Ferst was born on December I, 1859, the son of Mr. and Airs.
Henry Ferst, both of whom died when he was a small child, lie was born
in St. Louis, but, while still an infant, was taken by his parents to Cincinnati, Ohio, to which city they moved from St. Louis, and there, shortly
afterward, both his parents died. Being thus doubly bereft, though, happily
too young to realize the full import of his irreparable loss, the child Otto
fell into good hands and in the later days of his prosperous manhood never
neglected grateful acknowledgment of the debt he owed to his devoted
foster-parents. Otto Ferst was taken into the home of Air. and Airs. John
B. Roberts, prosperous farmers of Gratis township, Preble county, and, under
their tender care, was reared to vigorous and useful manhood. l i e remained
with Air. and Airs. Rolierts until he reached his majority, completing the
course in the excellent schools of the township, and then started out "on
his own hook." Early acquiring a small farm, he pushed the cultivation of
this with such well-directed energy that he presently began enlarging his
holdings and now owns a fine farm of two hundred and thirty acres, which
is as well improved and under as high a state of cultivation as any farm in
the county.
Air. Ferst has been twice married. His first marriage took place on
August 11, 1885, when he was united with Sarah Elizabeth Stubbs. who
was born in Preble county, June 13, 1865, the daughter of Joseph and Esther
(Cooper) Stubbs, well known and highly respected fanning people of this
county. T o this union four children were born, three sons and one daughter,
as follows: H o w a r d J., born January 11, 1888, was graduated from the
West Elkton high school, which course of instruction he supplemented with
a course in the Jacobs Business College at Dayton, Ohio, from which institution also he was graduated with honor; he married Aferle Keister, by whom
he has one daughter, \ r e r a , born July 23, 1909. and is successfully engaged
in the real estate business at Germantown, Ohio; Arthur B., born February
23, 1893, married Lucille Reece and lives on the home farm, known throughout this region as "Clover-Leaf F a r m ; " Russell S., born December 23, 1897,
was graduated from the West Elkton high school with the class of 1915,
and Esther Atarie, born January 5, 1900, is still in school.
The mother of these children was a birthright member of the Friends
church, of West Elkton, but later united with the United Brethren church.
She died June 14, 1911, and on June 19. 1912. Air. Ferst married
Airs. Margaret Bare, widow of Ora E. Bare, who was born February 26,
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1867. Alargaret Boner and Ora E. Bare were married February 23, 1888,
and to them three children were born: Anna C. Bare, born June 14, 1889,
the wife of Joseph Schell, who lives in Dayton, Ohio; Franklin Bare, born
September 20, 1892, lives at Aliddletown, Ohio, and Earl Bare, born January 5, 1895, married Anna Curl and lives in Dayton. Ora E. Bare was a
successful contractor in brick-masonry, whose death occurred December II,
1910. His wife, now Airs. Ferst, is the daughter of Thomas D. and Ann
AI. (Strader) Boner, the former of whom was born in Germantown, Ohio,
and died January 15, 1888, and the latter of whom died December 17, 1904.
Otto Ferst is recognized as one of the best farmers in Preble county.
His well-appointed place, "Clover-Leaf Farm," is kept in the highest state
of cultivation to which modern methods of farming can bring it and, in addition to general farming. Air. Ferst gives much attention to the raising of
thoroughbred hogs, finding much profit in his carefully maintained drove of
Duroc-Jerseys. "Clover-Leaf Fann" is situated three-fourths of a mile south
of West Elkton and is a model upon which many farmers of this county
might profitably pattern their farms. In connection with his farm duties,
Mr. Ferst finds time to give the attention to public service which all good
citizens should give and has been honored by his neighbors, who early recognized his executive ability and sound business judgment. He has given
much attention to school affairs, being deeply interested in the educational
system of the township, and is president of the West Elkton school board.
Previous to this term of service, he had been for six years a member of the
township board. He is a Republican and has always taken an intelligent
interest in the political affairs of the county, his counsel often having proved
of value to the party managers in local campaigns.
Both Air. and Mrs. Ferst are members of the United Brethren church
at West Elkton, Air. Ferst having been one of the trustees of the church
for about twenty-five years. Previous to her marriage with Air. Ferst, Airs.
Ferst had been a member of the Alethodist Episcopal church at West Alexandria, but, following her marriage, she became affiliated with the congregation to which her husband had been so long and so devotedly attached.
Mrs. Ferst also is a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, the Pythian
Sisters and the Daughters of Rebekah, all at West Alexandria. Both she
and Mr. Ferst are active in doing good and are always found well to the
front in the ranks of those who are interested in the advancement of the
truest culture of their neighborhood, in consequence of which they are
held in the highest regard by all of their large circle of acquaintances, all
of whom pay to them the high tribute of their fullest confidence.
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P H I L I P F O R S B E R G , D. V. S.
The sympathy which mankind extends to the dumb brutes of creation,
"the little brothers" who are unable to voice their feelings in a manner capable
of close interpretation to that higher order of the animal creation which the
great God has endowed with articulate speech, is one of the most convincing
evidences that man indeed was created but little lower than the angels. The
pleading of the eloquent eyes of one of the domestic animals, gazing at one of
the acknowledged "lords of creation" with mute appeal to bring relief to the
sufferings which it cannot voice, is one of the most pathetic sights in
all nature and no one can behold such a sight without experiencing a newrespect for the self-sacrificing doctors of veterinary surgery who are ever
ready to respond to the call to bring relief to the sufferings of stricken animals and without acknowledging anew that these devoted surgeons are indeed
far in the front ranks of public benefactors. .Among the several surgeons in
Preble county whose lives have been devoted to the relief of the sufferings
of the brute creation, none is better known or held in higher esteem than the
doctor whose name heads this review and the biograper finds it a pleasant
task to here present for the information of the readers of this valuable volume
a brief epitome of his life's history.
Dr. Philip Forsberg was born in Chicago, Illinois, on January 9, 1K87.
the son of August and Alarie (Bihle) Forsberg, who were the parents of nine
children, six of whom are still living, as follow: Augusta, Emma, Selma,
Grace, Ebba and Philip, all of whom, save Dr. Philip Forsberg, are living at
home with their parents.
August Forsberg, father of the subject of this review, was engaged in
the real-estate business in Chicago from about the year 1879 until the year
1894, when he entered the employ of a steel mill as a mechanic and followed
that line of industrial activity until the year 1904, when he, with others, organized a company for the manufacture of surgical instruments. He was
engaged with this company until the fall of 1907, when, the "hard times"
of that period coming on. the industry was abandoned and Mr. Forsberg,
with his family, moved to DeKalb, Illinois, where he now resides and where
he is engaged as a skilled mechanic in the employ of the Haish Manufacturing
Company.
Philip Forsberg received his education in the public schools of Chicago,
which excellent course of schooling he supplemented with a seven-months
course in a business college in the same city. Upon completing this course.
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he enlisted in the United States regular army and was attached to Troop E,
Fourth Cavalry, receiving his honorable discharge in June, 1911. While
serving in the cavalry, Doctor Forsberg conceived such a liking for horses
that he determined to devote his life to the amelioration of the ills and distresses of these most useful of man's servitors. Upon returning to Chicago
he immediately entered upon the conscientious study of the veterinary science,
and in the spring of 1914 was graduated from the Veterinary College of
Chicago, with the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Surgery, thus qualifying
himself for the practice of his noble profession. Doctor Forsberg at once
came to Preble county and located at Camden, where he entered upon a practice which has, even in the comparatively short time he has been there, grown
to large proportions, speaking well for the professional skill and ability of
the young veterinary surgeon, whose reputation is rapidly extending to all
parts of the county and adjacent communities.
Doctor Forsberg is agreeable in his personality, skilled in his profession
and frank and direct in his dealings with his fellow citizens and the biographer does not hesitate to predict that he is destined to a work of large usefulness in the neighborhood which he has selected as a place for residence and
practice.

CHARLES SHADE.
The debt that this nation owes to the people of Teutonic origin, who
form a part of the wonderful polyglot population of the country, cannot
today properly lie estimated and the present historian will not attempt to place
an appraisement upon the value of the services to the civilization of the west-era continent rendered by those of Germanic birth who were prompted by the
restrictions of their own country to flee militarism and its kindred evils and
seek the free land oversea as a place in which to erect a.new home. Those
traits of honesty, perseverance, industry and family devotion, those high intrinsic qualities that have endeared the German immigrant to his American
neighbors, have made their impress in every part of the country and the full
value of this influence may be determined only by the future historian. There
are many residents of Preble county who either were born in Germany or
who have Germanic parentage and a work of this character would, not be
complete without an honest expression of acknowledgment of the debt the
community owes : to- these sterling people. Among these citizens of German
origin in this county, few are better known or more deservedly popular than
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the prosperous and progressive Gratis township farmer whose name is noted
above, and the biographer takes pleasure in here preserving for posterity this
modest account of his useful though uneventful life.
Charles Shade was born in Boulder county, Colorado, near Longmont,
June 18, 1874, the son of Adam and Sarah (Simpson) Shade, the former ot
whom was born in Baden, Germany, and the latter of whom was born in
Preble county, Ohio.
Adam Shade, a native of Germany, who was born April i, 1843, w a s a
small boy of ten years of age when his parents determined to make for themselves a new home across the sea, having been attracted to the alluring stories
which had come back to the Fatherland regarding the wonderful possibilities
held out to persons of their habits of industry and thrift in America. They
made a safe passage and, accompanied by their small son, landed on the
western shore of the Atlantic, buoyed up by high hopes of the fortune that
awaited them over here. Alas, those high hopes were doomed to tragic
defeat. About the time they landed a scourge of cholera had broken out and
many immigrants of that period fell victims to the dread malady. Among
these victims were the parents of Adam Shade. Thus bereft of both of his
natural protectors, the child was placed in a children's home and upon reaching sturdy youth was "bound out." Upon finishing the term of this enforced
apprenticeship, however, he determined to try his fortune farther west and,
with this object in view, came to Preble county, Ohio, where he remained
for some years with the family of Jacob Stover, for whom he did good
service and with whom he found a good home. Here he grew to manhood's
estate and felt himself, though an adopted citizen, as much a part of the
American state as anyone of native birth and second to none in his ardent
love for his adopted country. When the dark hour of this nation's peril
came, that solemn and forbidding hour when every man was to be put to the
full test of his patriotism, Adam Shade was not found wanting. He was
among the first in this county to respond to his country's call to arms and
enlisted in the ranks of the Thirteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
for service in the great Civil War. In this service he performed the full duty
of a soldier, giving four years and six months of his ardent young manhood
in assisting in the preservation of the Union which he loved so well and to
the cause of freedom, to which he was so warmly devoted.
At the close of this trying service, Adam Shade returned to Preble county
and here married Sarah Simpson, one of the belles of the county, who was
born in this county August 1, 1847. T o the union of Adam and Sarah
(Simpson) Shade four children were born, all of whom are still living, as
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follow: Wilson H., who was born in Preble county, Ohio, June 18, 1872,
and who is living with his parents in this county; Charles, the immediate subject of this narrative, who was born in Boulder county, Colorado, June 18,
1874; Royal F\, who was born in Boulder county, Colorado, Alay 21, 1877,
and who now is a prosperous fanner living near Gratis, this county; Florence E., who was born in Boulder county, Colorado, November 30, 1881,
is the wife of Charles H. Aloses and lives at Aliddletown, Ohio.
Following his marriage, Adam Shade followed farming in Gratis township until the fall of 1872, when, with his wife and their baby son, he went
to the then far West, locating in Boulder county, Colorado, where he engaged
in farming and where his three other children were born. The Shade family
remained in Colorado until the year 1883, when they returned to Ohio, again
locating in Preble county, buying a good farm in Gratis township, where Air.
and Airs. Shade are still living and where they enjoy all the comforts of a
very pleasant home as well as the confidence and esteem of a very large circle
of admiring friends. Air. Shade long since gave over the active management
of the farm and is living a life of quiet retirement properly becoming an old
soldier of his adopted country's wars.
Charles Shade received a common-school education and was brought
up by his parents to habits of thrift and industry and to make the most of the
advantages which the soil offers to those who will properly cultivate it. On
September 11, 1898, he married Lillie Shellman, daughter of William and
Alary (Smith) Shellman, the former of whom was born in Preble county,
Ohio, December 25, 1849, a n ( l the latter of whom was born in Alontgomery
county, Ohio, February 8, 1854. William Shellman and Alary Smith were
married in Alontgomery county, in April, 1875, and are the parents of three
children, all of whom are living, namely: Willie E. and Lillie E., twins, born
January 30, 1876, the former of whom lives in Camden, Ohio, and the latter
of whom is the wife of Air. Shade, and Anna E., born May 26, 1886, who
also lives in Camden. Air. and Airs. Shellman live on a fine farm east of the
town of Gratis, in this county, and are very properly regarded as among the
most useful and popular persons in that neighborhood.
Following his marriage, Charles Shade rented a farm in Gratis township, on which he remained for about eight years, at the end of which time, in
1907, he bought his present excellent home farm of ninety-two acres in sections 19 and 20, about one mile west of Elkton. Here he carries on general
farming and has been quite successful, as is commensurate with the painstaking efforts he has put forth to bring his place up to a state of cultivation
second to that of none of his neighbors. To Mr. and Mrs. Shade there has
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been born one child, a daughter. Clara, born February 21. 1902. who is now
in school.
Charles Shade is a Republican and always has taken the proper interest
of a good citizen in political affairs. In the local councils of his party hi s
voice always has had its proper weight and he enjoys the entire confidence
and respect of the party managers in Preble county. His executive ability
and sound business judgment have been recognized by the voters of Gratis
township who elected him to the important office of township trustee, in the
administration of which office he gave such universal satisfaction that his reelection was a foregone conclusion and he now is serving very acceptably his
second term in this office. Airs. Shade is an earnest member of the L'nited
Brethren church and is counted among the most active workers in the congregation of that denomination in her neighborhood. She and Air. Shade are
ever to be found among those engaged in good works and rightly enjoy the
full respect of the whole township.

G E O R G E P. S W O P E .
In making up the annals of a county, the historian who turns his attention to the biographical section of such a work as is contemplated in the compilation of the biographies here presented, must be impressed with the truth
of the statement that the history of a county depends wholly upon the achievements of the individuals comprising the social units of the organization which
comprises a county or a neighborhood. Each, in his place, furnishes his part
in the general scheme of things and the omission of any one of these many
parts might easily throw the whole wisely-ordered plan out of adjustment.
The gentleman whose name introduces this biographical sketch needs but
little introduction to the present generation of readers in Preble county, but,
out of consideration as to the accuracy of history and that posterity may
know something of his life and of his work, the biographer here presents this
brief review of the life work of one of Gratis township's best known and most
deservedly popular citizens.
George P. Swope was born in Ross township. Butter county, Ohio.
January 10, 1861, about the time this nation was awakening to the realization
that a terrible war was about to be fastened upon the people. H e is the son
of George Jacob and Alargaret (Curby) Swope, the former of whom was a
native of Germany who came with his parents to this country when a lad of
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fourteen years and settled on a farm in Butler county, Ohio, where George
Jacob grew to manhood and where he was married. T o this union there were
born eight children, as follow : Alary ; John, deceased; Susan, deceased; Jane,
the wife of J. S. Inman, who lives near Somerville, in Butler county, O h i o ;
David, who lives in Darke county. Ohio; Martha, who married Alartin
Weaver and lives in Butler county; Jacob, who lives in Butler county, and
George P., whose name heads this review. George Jacob Swope was a
farmer and followed that important vocation all his life, his death occurring
in 1886; his wife long preceded him to the grave, her death having occurred
in 1864.
George P. Swope received a good education in the schools of his home
neighborhood and followed his father's footsteps as a farmer until the year
1898, when he bought a meat market in West Elkton, which he conducted
quite successfully for a period of thirteen years. At the end of that time he
went into the grocery business, which line of commerce he followed for about
three years, at the end of which time he was appointed to the important position of head of the county department of sealing for Preble county. This
necessitated his removal to the county seat and he lived at Eaton for one year,
at the end of which time he moved back to West Elkton, which ever since he
has made his home and where he very properly is regarded as among the most
influential citizens of the pretty village.
On January 10, 1883, George P. Swope was united in marriage with
Ella Wood, to which union there was born but one child, a son, John F., born
November 16, 1895. John F. Swope is a builder of cement silos and lives
in West Elkton. His mother died April 30, 1910. She was a daughter of
George and Caroline Wood, the former of whom was a native of Scotland
and the latter of whom was born in Pennsylvania. George Wood was a
cooper, though during the latter part of his life he followed the vocation
of farming. H e died in 1905, his wife predeceasing him in October, 1896.
George P. Swope married, secondly, on July 26, 1911, Blanche Leslie,
daughter of John and Rachel (Bratton) Leslie, both of whom are natives of
Preble county. John Leslie was born in Gratis township, November 28,
1851, a son of David and Elizabeth ( K e r n s ) Leslie, the former of whom
was born in Gratis township in 1812, the son of John Leslie, who was born
in Virginia and who was the first white man to settle in Preble county, away
back in the year 1803. John Leslie married Rachael Bratton, January 11,
1878, and to them four children were born, all of whom are living, as follow:
Frank, a well known farmer of Gratis township; Blanche, wife of Mr. Swope;
Carl, who lives with his parents in Gratis township, and Omar, who also re-
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mains at home. Air. Leslie owns a well-improved farm of seventy-five acres
north of West Elkton, and he and his family are held in the highest regard
in the neighborhood.
Air. and Airs. Swope are both members of the Methodist Episcopal
church at Eaton and are active in all the good works of the community. Air.
Swope is a Democrat and always has proved himself an active participator in
the local campaigns of his party, his counsel and advice being considered of
value by the leaders of the party in Preble county. He is a member of the
Camden Lodge No. 259, Knights of Pythias, and is among the foremost
workers of that popular fraternal organization. In all movements having as
their object the development of the best interests of his community Air. Swope
is relied upon to lend his support in all proper ways and he is looked upon
as one of the leading men of the community.

ROBERT J. BROWN.
Beyond question, no people take a greater interest in the welfare of a
community, or are more anxious to uphold its traditions and maintain its
high standards than are the descendants of those men and women who so
ably molded the life and future of the nation during its earliest days. The
pioneers who laid, during the early years of the seventeenth century and
even previous to that, the foundations of what were destined to become the
mighty chain of Atlantic coast states accomplished results far greater than
their wildest dreams had ever pictured. Not only that, but they also left
behind them descendants of their own sturdy and conscientious type who
were fully qualified in every way to carry on the work which their fathers
had begun. Gradually those worthy descendants of the pioneers worked
their way into the interior of the country, becoming pioneers themselves,
and themselves laying the foundations of what were destined to become
states as mighty as those founded by their ancestors. Every section of the
country has been fortunate in receiving its quota of the pioneers who descended from pioneers, and Preble county can boast of having had as one
of its founders during the early years of the nineteenth century a representative of one of the most solid and substantial pioneer families of both
the nation's early and later years. This man was Nathan Brown, a descendant of South Carolina pioneers, who settled in Preble county in 1813,
and whose grandson, Robert J. Brown, the subject of this sketch, is now
living close to the spot where his grandfather first settled in this county.
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Robert J. Brown was born in Israel township, Preble county, Ohio,
February 18, 1842, the son of James and Elizabeth (Scott) Brown. He was
the descendant of a long line of Browns who had for many years more than
a century been prominent in shaping the destinies of the country previous
to his birth. His great-grandfather was Nathan Brown, who was born in
South Carolina in 1731, and who died in that state on June 28, 1779. His
wife, the subject's great-grandmother, was Grizzella (Richey) Brown, who
was also born in South Carolina, the date of her birth having been 1742, and
that of her death, Alay 30, 1810. Nathan Brown was a farmer who played
an important part in the development of South Carolina during its early days.
Nathan Brown, the second, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch,
was born in South Carolina in 1774, and died on October 5, 1849, in Preble
county, Ohio. His wife was born in 1777, and died on April 9, 1813. Nathan Brown moved to Preble county in 1813, and settled on a farm in
Israel township, where he lived during the remainder of his life, having been
survived by his son, James.
James Brown was born in South Carolina on November 21, 1802, and
came to Preble county with his father in 1813. He assisted his father during the earlier years of his life in building the farm which was the foundation of the Brown homestead, and which is still occupied by his son, the
subject of this sketch. On January 16, 1828, James Brown married Elizabeth Scott, who was born on Alarch 20, 1806. They spent their lives on
the farm, which James Brown improved to his utmost ability. He died on
Alay 18, 1888, and his wife died on July 7, 1885.
To Air. and Airs. James Brown nine children were born, three of whom
served in the Union army during the Civil War. The children were William
S., who was born on Alarch 11, 1829, and who died in South America;
James S., bora on November 25, 1830, who died on Alarch 9, 1912. He
enlisted in Company A., One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Regiment, Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, during the Civil War and served four months, the period of his enlistment. Mary Rebecca was born on November 7, 1832, and
died on February 7, 1889. A child died in infancy. Nathan R., was born
on October 7, 1835. He enlisted in Company B, Twentieth Regiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, at the time when the three months' men were called,
and served through the period of his enlistment. He then enlisted for three
years in Company D, Forty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
and died at Memphis, Tennessee, October 3, 1863. Nancy Maria, deceased,
was born on July 1, 1838. Robert J. is the subject of this sketch. Eliza-
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beth C. was born on November i, 1845, a n ( l t n e ( I o n August 17, 1850. Clara
J. was born on October 7, 1851, and is now living in Alorning Sun, Ohio.
Robert J. Brown was born in Israel township, on the farm where he
now lives, February 18, 1842. He received his early education in the schools
of Israel township and in 1862 was graduated from Miami University, at
Oxford, Ohio. Shortly afterward he answered the call for volunteers for
the Union army and enlisted in Company A, One Hundred and Fifty-sixth
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, for four months, and served the period
of his enlistment.
On October 20, 1875, he married Vinolia A. Shaw, a daughter of
Robert and Alarietta (Robertson) Shaw. Robert Shaw, her father, was
born near Washington, Pennsylvania, and later moved to Washington
county, Iowa. Airs. Shaw was born in Preble county, near Fairhaven,
Ohio. Later her parents moved to Spring Hill, Indiana, and from there
to Washington county, Iowa, where Air. and Airs. Shaw were married.
To them were born three children, Vinolia, the wife of the subject of
this sketch; David R., whose place of residence is now unknown, and Lloyd
S., who died when a child and was buried at Brighton, Iowa. At the time
of the Civil War Air. Shaw enlisted in the Union army and died at Vicksburg, Mississippi. He was buried in the national cemetery at Vicksburg.
Airs. Shaw died in 1900, and was buried in Hopewell cemetery. Israel township, this county.
After his marriage Robert J. Brown settled on his farm, which is situated about a quarter of a mile east of Alorning Sun. To him and Airs.
Brown two children were born, Ethel E., the wife of Roy B. Wright, of
Israel township, this county, and Helen S., who died in infancy.
Robert J. Brown owns one hundred and sixty-three acres of fine farm
land in section 23 of Israel township, this county. The land has been kept
highly improved and now forms one of the best farms in the vicinity. Mr.
Brown early improved the house where his father began house-keeping in
1828 and it is now occupied by the tenant who is operating the Brown farm.
This same farm has been in the possession of the Brown family since Nathan Brown first moved to Preble county from South Carolina, more than
one hundred years ago.
Air. Brown retired from the active operation of his farm about nine
years ago and, since that time he and Airs. Brown have been living quietly
and enjoying the fruits of their long years of effort. They are both members of the United Presbyterian church and are active in all matters per-
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taining to the church's welfare. Mr. Brown is a supporter of the Republican party, but has never cared to hold public office, nor has he ever actively
participated in any political campaign.
Mr. and Mrs. Brown are both held in the highest esteem by their
neighbors, being recognized as among the most valued citizens of Preble
county. From the days of its earliest history the Brown family has played
an important part in the development of the nation, and Robert J. Brown
has ably accomplished his part in upholding the traditions of his family.
He served the nation as a soldier in time of war and, during the later years
of peace, he has served it as faithfully and efficiently as a citizen of the
highest type and a living example of what Americans, in the full sense of
the word, really are.

J O S E P H POOS.
It is a rare pleasure for the biographer to record the important incidents
in the lives of prosperous men who have honored their community and who
are loved by their fellow men. The lives of such men inspire the coming
generation as they have inspired the present one, and these men eminently
deserve the honorable mention made in such a work as this. One of the
most influential citizens of Eaton, Preble county, Ohio, is Joseph Poos, who
has operated a grain elevator in connection with a coal, cement, lime and
sewer-tile yard at that place for many years, and also operates a grocery
store.
Joseph Poos was born in Eaton, Ohio, on January 12, i860, the son
of Nicholas and Anna Alary (Becht) Poos, natives of Germany, the former
born in Luxemburg, and the latter in Gemersheim. They were the parents of
ten children, six of whom.lived to maturity; John, of Dayton, Kentucky;
George, of Eaton; Joseph, of Eaton; Henry, a fanner living in Gasper township; William, of Eaton, and Frank, who died at the age of eighteen.
Nicholas Poos was reared and educated in Germany, and at the age of
twenty-eight came to America, locating first in Dayton, Kentucky, coming,
in 1852, to Preble county, Ohio, where he settled in Eaton and worked at
his trade of wagon making. In 1871 he bought a farm in Gasper township,
and there he spent the rest of his life, his death occurring in 1898, at the
age of seventy-four. His widow survived him until 1902, when her death
occurred at the age of seventy-two. Both were devout members of the
Catholic church.
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Joseph Poos was reared in Eaton until eleven years of age, and then
removed with the family to the farm, where he attended the district schools
of Gasper township, acquiring there the ownership of thirty acres of land.
H e lived at home until forty-three years of age, at which time he moved to
Eaton and engaged in the grocery and feed business, in which he continued
until the spring of 1902, when his mother died and he sold out his business
in Eaton in order to look after his agricultural interests, having purchased
eighty acres more of land in the meantime. H e also purchased the home
place of one hundred and twenty acres. H e traded his first farm when he
acquired his present grain and coal business in Eaton. In this latter business
he has prospered most gratifyingly, having built up a large and profitable
patronage. Air. Poos owns the old home place in Gasper township. He
started the grain elevator April 8. 1912, and since then has added groceries,
coal, lime, tile, etc.
On June 30, 1903, Mr. Poos was married to Johanna Alaloney. the
daughter of Patrick and Bridget ( F i n n ) Alaloney, and to this union three
children have been born, Joseph, Jr.. Helena and Charles. Airs. Poos was
born on April 28. 1875.
Airs. Poos was bora on a farm in Washington township and removed to
Eaton with her parents at the age of four years. She was graduated from
the Eaton H i g h School in 1892, and began teaching the Eaton schools the
following year, which occupation she followed for ten successive years.
H e r parents were both natives of Ireland and devout members of the Catholic
church. H e r father is now deceased, while her mother is still living. They
were the parents of two children, Mrs. Poos and a sister, who died at the
age of four years.
Air. Poos is an adherent of the Democratic party and has served the
public in several official positions, having been a member of the city council
of Eaton for one term, discharging his duties in that connection in a manner
satisfactory to the people of the city. Air. and Airs. Poos are active and
devout members of the Catholic church, and contribute in liberal measure to
the support of this great faith.
I n everything that he has undertaken Air. Poos has been pre-eminently
successful, and while the measure of his personal success has been great, it has
not been attained without strict attention to the highest and best principles of
business. H e is devoted to all enterprises of a public nature, which have to
dp with the improvement of the moral, religious and civic tone of the community.
(49)

.
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LAWRENCE RINER.
In past years the history of our country was comprised largely of the
records and achievements of the pioneers as they made their homes on land
wrested from the wilderness, and later fought to gain their independence
and to preserve the country intact. Today our history is chiefly made up
of the commercial activity of our citizens and comprises a record of those
whose names are foremost as leaders in business circles. The conquests now
made are those of mind over matter, and the victor is he who can most
successfully establish, control and operate commercial interests. Lawrence
Riner is one of the men who are playing important parts in the essential history of Preble county, Ohio, today. In his work he has the advantage of
having had the guidance and advice of his father, George W. Riner, who
has long played, and is still playing a prominent role in Preble county's
history. Tireless energy, keen perception, honesty of purpose, genius for
devising and executing the right thing in the right place and at the right
time are the chief characteristics of both these men, and a history of Preble
county would be incomplete were they not included among those whose
records appear in its pages.
George W. Riner was born on Alarch 22, 1856, in Berkeley county, West
Virginia (then Virginia), a son of Jacob and Alary (Everhart) Riner, both
of whom were natives of Virginia. His father, Jacob Riner, was a farmer,
and came to Preble county, Ohio, in 1864, settling in Gratis township.
To Air. and Airs. Jacob Riner were born six children, as follows: Peter,
who lives in Tuscola, Douglas county, Ohio; John, who lived in Wayne
township, Butler county, where he died in 1876; Jeane, who was the wife
of George Kerns, and who died in Wayne township, Butler county, about
1882; Ellen, who died in Gratis township, Preble county, at the age of
twenty-two; Belle, who was the wife of George Taylor, and who died in
West Elkton, Gratis township, Preble county, in 1911, and George W. Jacob
•Riner died in 1867, and his widow died in 1894.
George W. Riner received a common school education and afterward
took up his father's calling of farming. On August 1, 1878, he married
Susan Taylor, a daughter of Israel and Lydia (Stanley) Taylor. Her
parents, both deceased, were born in Preble county, Ohio, and her grandfather, James Taylor, came to this county at an early date.
To Mr. and Mrs. George W. Riner were born five children, all Of whom
are living: Dora Marie, the wife of Henry Kenworthy, who lives in Gratis
township, Preble county; Charles, who lives at home; Lee, who lives in
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Gratis township; Lawrence, who lives in West Elkton, Preble county, and
Elmer, who lives at home. Elmer married Alyrtle Kuch. and to them one
son has been born, the date of his birth having been September 16. 1912.
George W. Riner has followed the calling of a farmer all his life, and
now owns sixty-five acres of fine farm land in section 20, one mile north of
West Elkton, where he makes his home. He has been a prominent member
of the Preble County Agricultural Society for the past ten years.
In politics Air. Riner is a strong supporter of the Republican party and
has been active in the political affairs of his community. For ten years he
served his township as a trustee, and conducted the business of the office
to the complete satisfaction of the citizens. Fraternally, Air. Riner is a
member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge No. 259, of Camden, Ohio. He
is a member of the Alethodist Episcopal church and Airs. Riner is a member
of the Friends church. Both are active workers in the affairs of their respective churches.
Lawrence Riner was born in Gratis township, Preble county. Ohio.
January 20, 1888, the son of George and Susan (Taylor) Riner. He received
his early education in the public schools of West Elkton, Preble county, Ohio,
and was graduated from the West Elkton high school with the class of 1908.
He then entered Ohio Wesleyan University, where he took the commercial
course. After being graduated from the university he returned to West
Elkton and worked for two years on his father's farm.
Fanning was not congenial work to Air. Riner. however, and he later
bought a general store in West Elkton, a business which he still conducts.
He developed the store and applied to his business the principles of modern
commerce which he had studied in the university. He now has one of the
most prosperous and fully-equipped stores in his vicinity and enjoys the
patronage of a large circle of friends.
On April 14, 1910, Lawrence Riner married Alma Slough, a daughter of
Charles and Emma (Mount) Slough, of Butler county. Ohio. Mrs. Riner's
parents are natives of Alontgomery county, Ohio. To Air. and Airs. Riner
have been born two children, George, born on November 3, 1911, and
Alberta, bora on April 7, 1914.
In politics Lawrence Riner is a strong supporter of the Republican
party, with which his father has long been affiliated. He has been active
in the political affairs of his community and is at the present time city
treasurer and school treasurer of West Elkton, filling both offices to the
complete satisfaction of the citizens of that city.
The careers of both Lawrence and George W. Riner have been note-
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worthy in every way. They are men of large influence in their community
and have been identified with various kinds of enterprise in their township.
They are to be found on the right side of all public questions and are regarded with the deepest respect by all their neighbors.

ALBERT R. KIRK.
One of the first indications of the attainment of prosperity by any community comes with the establishment of the local printing shop. The newer
and more remote a community is, the less need it has for the services of a
printer, but as it gradually grows and becomes prosperous its need of a
printer is daily more apparent. In every section of the country the disciples
of the art preservative of all arts have played important roles in the establishment and maintenance of the community welfare. Alany of them, since
the days of Benjamin Franklin, have attained not only local, but national,
fame and their names have become household words. Among the citizens
of West Elkton, Preble county, who are meeting, in a very satisfactory way,
a definite demand in his community is Albert R. Kirk. Because of his industry, expertness in his calling and his splendid personal character, he is
numbered among the leading men of his locality.
Albert R. Kirk was born in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio,
February 19, 1882, the son of David and Sarah (Coombs) Kirk. David
Kirk was born in Butler county, Ohio, and his wife, Sarah Coombs, who
died October 2, 1902, was born in Washington, Indiana. They were married in Butler county, Ohio, where Air. Kirk was following his calling as
a farmer, an occupation in which he is still engaged on the old homestead in
Wayne township, Butler county. Three children were born to them, as
follows: Albert, the subject of this sketch; Ada, born December 6, 1884,
who died at the age of two years; Mary, born December 4, 1890, who now
lives near Oxford, Preble county, Ohio.
Albert R. Kirk received his early education in the public schools of
Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio, and, after having completed his studies,
took up his father's calling as a farmer. Farming did not strongly appeal
to him, however, and, after having followed it for several years, he established a photo and printing business in West Elkton, Ohio, where he did
job printing. He was successful in his new business, and developed it until
it became one of the most important commercial enterprises, in West Elkton.
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On February 19, 1903, Air. Kirk married Lillian Heffron, a daughter
of John and Rose (Snyder) Heffron. Both of Airs. Kirk's parents were
residents of Cincinnati, Ohio, in which city they both died. Two children
have been born to Mr. and Airs. Kirk, Donald, born January 14, 1911,
and James, born February 13, 1914.
In politics, Air. Kirk is a loyal supporter of the Democratic party
and has been active in the political affairs of Preble county. His support
of the party was rewarded in January, 1915, when he was appointed by
President Wilson to the postmastership of West Elkton. ATr. Kirk is a
member and strong supporter of the Presbyterian church of Collinsville,
Ohio, in the affairs of which he plays an active part. Airs. Kirk also attends
the Presbyterian church.
Air. Kirk has for a long time been a prominent leader in the affairs of
his community and holds the trust and respect of all its citizens. He and
Airs. Kirk are quiet and unassuming people, who are held in the highest
esteem by their neighbors and who are counted among the most prominent
and substantial residents of West Elkton.

WILSON KENNEDY.
The early pioneers of Preble county, Ohio, were drawn hither from
many sources, some coming from the countries of Europe, and others from
various of the thirteen original states of the Union. Both types were excellent factors in the founding and upbuilding of a new country, but of the
two, the latter possessed essential characteristics which rendered them somewhat the better class for the accomplishment of the work in hand. Born
of pioneer parents who had themselves assisted in the founding of new
sections of the country, these latter settlers were the better qualified through
birth and training to wrestle with the problems which invariably confront
the pioneer, wherever he may be. One of those pioneer families which had
descended from pioneers was the Kennedy family, the first representative
of which came to Ohio in 1796, and which was long represented in Preble
county by Wilson Kennedy, deceased, who formerly lived in Somers township, Preble county, Ohio.
Wilson Kennedy, the subject of this sketch, was born in Pleasant
Ridge, Ohio, August 10, 1840, the son of Benjamin P. and Anna (Baxter)
Kennedy. His grandfather was David Kennedy, who was born in New
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Jersey in 1774 and who came to Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1796. Grandfather
Kennedy was typical of the pioneer class who pave the way in all undertakings. He owned the first ferry which crossed the Ohio river at Cincinnati and operated it for many years. He was drowned in 1855 when an accident befell his ferry. Grandmother Kennedy was Alartha Harden, who
was born in 17S6, and who died in Hamilton county, Ohio, in 1865.
Benjamin Kennedy, the father of Wilson Kennedy, was the only surviving child of David Kennedy. He was twice married, his first wife having been Anna Baxter, the mother of Wilson, and his second wife was
Sarah Frazee. He was the father of six children.
Wilson Kennedy came with his parents to Preble county when he was
twelve years of age. He attended the district schools of the county and on
November 17, 1864, married Anna Frazee, a daughter of Squire and Mary
Ann (Irwin) Frazee. Airs. Kennedy's father was born in Hamilton county,
Ohio, and her mother was born in Butler county, Ohio. They were married in the latter county and four children were born to them, Sarah, deceased; Anna, the wife of Wilson Kennedy, who died in 1915; Robert, who
lives in Somerville, Butler county, Ohio, and Lewis, who also lives in Somerville. Squire Frazee was a farmer, an occupation which he followed
throughout his life. He died in 1893.
F"our children were born to Air. and Mrs. Wilson Kennedy, Harry,
born on August 29, 1865, who died in 1885; Mary, born on August 5, 1868,
the wife of Frank A. Stephenson, who lives on the old homestead; Edith
E., born on December, 1877, who died in 1881, and Clarence, born on July
10, 1879, who died in 1881.
After his marriage Wilson Kennedy spent the greater portion of his
life on his farm of one hundred and ten acres. At two different periods
the family lived for a time in Camden, Ohio, having spent about four years
altogether in that place. The remainder of their time, however, was spent
on the farm, which Mr. Kennedy improved to the utmost.
Mr. Kennedy was a member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge of Camden, Ohio. Both he and Mrs. Kennedy were loyal supporters of the Universalist church, of which they were regular attendants. Mr. Kennedy was
affiliated with the Democratic party, although he was never an active partisan in any of the political campaigns.
Wilson Kennedy died April 13, 1907, Airs. Kennedy survived him until March 20, 1915, residing with her daughter, Mrs. Frank A. Stephenson,
who lives on the old homestead in Somers township.
Mr. Kennedy is remembered with the greatest respect and esteem by
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the neighbors among whom he formerly lived, and who looked upon him
as being one of the finest types of citizens in their community. l i e was a
good farmer, and a good farmer is ever a good neighbor and an excellent
citizen. His passing away was deeply regretted by all who knew him, but
his splendid influence is still felt in the community where he lived, and
where he so ably maintained the traditions of his pioneer family.

T H O A I A S B. H A M I L T O N .
In nearly every community in this country there will be found among
the most prosperous and substantial citizens several of Scottish birth or
parentage. The inherent thrift and integrity of the Scottish people has long
been a subject of note, and the part which those people have played in the
founding and upbuilding of this nation is second to that of no other group
or race. In Preble county, Ohio, men of Scottish birth or descent are found
in all walks of life, ably contributing to the maintenance of the high standard of citizenship of which Preble county rightfully boasts. If there is one
particular branch of industry along which the Scottish people excel, however, it is that of mechanics. They have contributed to this nation its best
machinists and its most able exponents of many trades. Of this substantial
and capable class of citizens has come the Hamilton family of West Elkton,
Gratis township, Preble county, a member of which, Thomas B. Hamilton,
is the subject of this sketch.
Thomas B. Hamilton was born near Somerville, Butler county, Ohio,
August 5, 1854, a son of Robert and Mary (Fuller) Hamilton. Robert
Hamilton, the father of the subject, was born in Kilmarnock, Scotland, in
1808. H e received a common school education, and afterward learned the
trades of baker and weaver. After having learned his trades he emigrated
to the United States and settled in Simsbury, Connecticut, where he fol- lowed his trade as a weaver. On May 28, 1838, he married Mary C. Fuller,
who was born in Simsbury, Connecticut, September 8, 1816.
In the same year of their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hamilton
migrated to Union county, Indiana, a journey which, at that time, was of
a most arduous nature. They crossed the mountains by stage and thence
down the Ohio river by boat to Cincinnati, Ohio, from where they were
obliged to go across the country to Indiana. They settled in Union county,
Indiana, where they lived for a year, but in 1839 they migrated to Butler
county, Ohio, and settled near Somerville.
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Eight children were born to Air. and Airs. Robert Hamilton. Alartha,
the wife of John Bernard, of Kokomo, Indiana, died in 1879. Joseph F.
died in Warren county, Indiana, in 1886. Early in the days of the Civil
War Joseph F. Hamilton enlisted in the Thirty-Fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry and, after having completed his period of enlistment, he reenlisted, the second time enlisting in the One Hundred and Fifty-Third
Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, thus serving a total enlistment of
about four years. After his return from the war he married Catherine
Preble, a daughter of B. B. Preble, of Clay township, Howard county, Indiana, for whose father Preble county, Ohio, was named. Amy AI. married
Edward Aloore and lives in Kokomo, Indiana, where Air. Aloore died in
1914. Emily is the wife of R. E. Lowry, of Eaton, the editor of this book.
William died at West Elkton, this county, in 1899. James died in infancy.
Thomas B. is the subject of this sketch. Sarah H. is the wife of John H.
Bennett and lives in Smyrna, Florida.
After having settled near Somerville, Ohio, Robert Hamilton continued
to follow his trade as a weaver and gained considerable local reputation for
his skill in weaving carpets and coverlets. He died on September 16, 1869.
In 1876 Airs. Hamilton and three of her children moved to Gratis township,
this county, where she lived until a short time before her death, at Eaton,
Ohio, April 23, 1902.

Thomas B. Hamilton was born near Somerville, Butler county, Ohio,
August 5, 1851. He learned the trade of a blacksmith and, after having
served his apprenticeship, went to Middletown, Ohio, where he remained
eighteen months. From Middletown he went to Kokomo, Indiana, where
he worked at his trade for a period equal to that spent in Aliddletown. He
then returned to West Elkton, Preble county, Ohio, where he bought a
house and a piece of land. He remodeled the house and erected a blacksmith shop on the adjoining land, where he still works at his trade.
On Alay 1, 1881, Thomas B. Hamilton married Emma E. Kenworthy,
a daughter of Daniel and Mary (Roberts) Kenworthy. Daniel Kenworthy
was born in Preble county, Ohio, February 26, 1831. Airs. Kenworthy was
born in Butler county, Ohio, where they were married. Four children
were born to them, John W., who lives in Gratis township, this county;
Emma E., the wife of the subject of this sketch; Alargaret, unmarried, who
lives at West Elkton, and Jesse, who died in infancy.
Mrs. Kenworthy died in December, 1864, and in 1866 Daniel Kenworthy married again, his second wife being Alary J. Lane. There were
no children born to this union. Daniel Kenworthy was a farmer and was
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also prominent in the affairs of his community. Fie was a member of the
board of education of his township, and was also a director of the Preble
County Agricultural Association. He was a son of John and Lydia (Jones)
Kenworthy, the former a native of Xorth Carolina and the latter a native
of Georgia. Daniel Kenworthy died in Alarch, 1914. and his wife died in
1901.

To Air. and Airs. Thomas B. Hamilton one daughter, Alargaret A., lias
been born. Her birth occurred on August 31, US98, and she is living at
home with her parents.
Thomas B. Hamilton is a stanch supporter of the Republican party,
and has taken an active interest in the political affairs of Preble county.
For eight years he has been marshal of the city of West Elkton and has,
during that time, filled the duties of his office in a manner which has been
highly satisfactory to the citizens of that city. Fraternally, he is a member
of Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias, of Eaton, Ohio.
Airs. Hamilton is a member of the Friends church of West Elkton and
is a prominent worker in the church. Both Air. and ATrs. Hamilton are
prominent in the circles of their home city and are held in high esteem by
all their neighbors. They are people of sterling qualities and are representative of the finest type of American citizenship.

L E V I L. E H R H A R D T .
In Preble county, Ohio, as well as in nearly every other section of the
United States, it will be found that many of the citizens who have contributed most substantially to the success of the community have been those
of either German birth or German parentage. Among the most widely
respected and thoroughly substantial citizens of German descent in this
county may be numbered the Ehrhardt family, who have done much to uphold
and maintain the high standard of citizenship for which the county has
always been noted.
Levi L. Ehrhardt, the subject of this sketch, was born in Somers township, Preble county, Ohio, August 8, 1882, the son of Adam and Alinnie
(Seeger) Ehrhardt. Adam Ehrhardt, the father of the subject, was born
in Cincinnati, Ohio, March 22, 1849, the son of Adam and Rebecca (Nogle)
Ehrhardt. Adam Ehrhardt, Sr., was a native of Germany and came to the
United States when he was twenty-one years of age.
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Adam Ehrhardt, the father of Levi L., was married to Alinnie Seeger,
a daughter of Mr. and Airs. Lewis Seeger, both of whom were natives of
Germany. Airs. Ehrhardt was bora on August 11, 1851. To them nine
children have been born, eight of whom are living. The children were Addie
E., born on Alarch 3, 1877, now the wife of Louis Creech, of Somers township, this county; Ollie, born on August 24, 1878, now the wife of W. J. J.
Johnson, of Warden, Montana; John A., born on February 20, 1880, now
living in Dixon township; Levi L., the subject of this sketch; Fred D.,
born on December 12, 1884, who died on September 27, 1891; Rebecca AI.,
born on April 5, 1886, now the wife of Stanley Dillman, of this county;
Carrie K , born on April 20, 1888, now the wife of George Winholt, of
Sugar Valley, Ohio, and Edmund A., born on May 10, 1891, who is in
charge of the home farm.
After his marriage Mr. Ehrhardt moved from Cincinnati to Preble
county and bought eighty acres of land, on which he now lives. He is a
devoted member of the German Lutheran church, as was also Airs. Ehrhardt
previous to her death, which occurred on April 4, 1914.
Levi L. Ehrhardt received his education in the district schools of Preble
county and, after having completed his studies, devoted himself to farming.
On Alarch 3, 1908, he married Charlotte V. Beasley, a daughter of Robert
and Emma (Kilmer) Beasley.
Robert Beasley, Airs. Ehrhardt's father, was born in Rockingham
county, Virginia, and her mother was born in Montgomery county, Ohio,
although they were married in Preble county. Air. Beasley came to Preble
county with his parents when he was three years of age. They settled on a
farm, where Grandfather Beasley died in April, 1904. Grandmother Beasley
died in January, 1901.
To Mr. and Mrs. Robert Beasley were born four children, Ernest,
who died when one and one-half years of age; Charlotte, the wife of the
subject of this sketch; Stanley AI., who lives at home with his parents in
Gasper township, and Elsie Lucile, who lives at home. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Beasley are living and Mr. Beasley follows his calling as a farmer
in Gasper township.
Levi L. Ehrhardt is located on a farm of one hundred and sixtyseven acres, situated about four miles southwest of Camden, Ohio. Mr.
Ehrhardt specializes in the breeding and raising of full-blooded DurocJersey hogs and high-grade cattle.
Fraternally Air. Ehrhardt is a member of Western Star Lodge No.
109, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the encampment, and the canton.
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In politics he supports the principles of the Democratic party, although he
has not, as yet, taken any active part in the political affairs of his county.
As a citizen Mr. Ehrhardt ranks among the highest residents of his
community, being held in high esteem and respect by his neighbors. Both
Air. and Mrs. Ehrhardt possess those admirable traits and characteristics so
common among people of German descent, and both are playing an important part in the life of their community.

ALBERT KREKLER.
The standing and importance of any community are dependent to a
great extent upon the success and prosperity of its commercial enterprises
and the ability of their promoters to maintain a high standard of business
efficiency and integrity. The man who builds up a large and permanent
business must do so by producing that which is of value to others and is,
therefore, entitled to the respect and esteem of his fellow citizens. To a
greater extent shall we accord him honor if he be the leader of his particular
line throughout the county. How much more shall it be a source of pride
to us if one of our citizens conduct within our boundaries the largest business of its kind in the world. Albert Krekler, living a half mile north of
West Elkton, is, in so far as his greatest success is concerned, a Preble
county product, although he was reared on a farm in Warren county, Ohio,
engaged as a small town merchant in earlier life and so recently as 1899
started in a small way with a thirty-two acre farm, in Preble county, raising jacks. From this beginning, he has built up a business that is the largest
of its kind on earth, and, in addition, he is the owner of eighteen farms in
Ohio and Indiana.
Albert Krekler was born in Warren county, Ohio, October 9, 1861, a
son of August and Eliza Ann (Goodwin) Krekler. His father, August
Krekler, was born in Bremen, Germany, September 18, 1833, and came to
the United States in 1857. He settled in Warren county, Ohio, where he
embarked on a mercantile career. On October 15, i860, he married Eliza
Ann Goodwin, and their union was blessed by six children, Albert, the subject of this sketch; Lundy, who lives in Dayton, Ohio; Henry, who died in
1905; Eva, the wife of Abe Wolverton, of Gratis township; McCall, who
lives in Hamilton, Ohio; and Adella, the wife of William Jenkins. Air.
Krekler spent the latter years of his life in Preble county, where he died
January 30, 1914. Mrs. Krekler is yet living in Gratis township.
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Albert Krekler received a common school education in the schools of
Warren county and, after having completed his studies, engaged in the mercantile business, which he followed for a number of years. His first venture into the business world was made at Argonia, Ohio, where he was located for several years. He then removed to Alorrow, Ohio, and from there
to Lebanon, Ohio. In both those places he conducted a mercantile business.
He later moved to Hamilton, Ohio, where he remained in business until
1899, at which time he sold his business and came to Preble county, where
he bought a farm of thirty-two acres in Gratis township, about one-half
mile north of West Elkton.
Air. Krekler was twice married, his first wife having been Fayme Gage,
who died August 12, 1909. To them were born seven children, Jessie, now
the wife of Russell Emrich, who lives on one of Air. Krekler's farms in
Gratis township; Nellie, the wife of John Sayler, who also lives on one
of the Krekler farms in Gratis township; Bessie, who lives at home and is
completing her senior year in high school; William Henry, Robert H., Warren B. and Alarion AlcCall, all of whom are living at home.
Air. Krekler was married for the second time on July 15, 1910, his
second wife being Airs. Helen Somerville, widow of James Lee Somerville,
and daughter of former Governor Claude and Alartha (Whitcomb) Alatthews of Indiana. Her father was born in Bath county, Kentucky, and her
mother was born in 1847 m the governor's residence in Indianapolis, Indiana, Airs. Krekler's grandfather, James Whitcomb, having been the governor of Indiana at that time. Air. and Airs. Matthews were married in
Ross county, Ohio, and moved to Vermilion county, Indiana, in 1868. Airs.
Krekler's maternal grandfather was the first Democratic governor of Indiana, and her father, Claude Matthews, also a member of the Democratic
party, was a governor of that state from 1892 to 1896. Governor Alatthews
died in 1898 and his wife died in 1912.
Four children were born to ex-Governor and Airs. Claude Alatthews,
Alary, now the wife of Dr. Allen Alurray, of Clinton, Indiana; Renick S.,
who died in Atlanta, Georgia, at the age of twenty-three; Alargaret, who
died at the age of fifteen months; and Helen, who was first married to
James Somerville, September 27, 1899, and later to Albert Krekler. Two
children were born to Airs. Krekler and her first husband, Alartha Whitcomb Somerville, bora on April 22, 1901, and Alary Seymour Somerville,
born on Alay 6, 1902. By the present marriage there is one son, Albert, Jr.,
born on December 15, 1911.
Albert Krekler, after having retired from his mercantile enterprises
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and having taken up the business of farming, specialized in the raising of
jacks. From the outset he was successful and early found his original farm
of thirty-two acres too small for his growing business. He. therefore,
gradually expanded his business and increased his land holdings until he now
owns eighteen farms in Ohio and Indiana and has become the largest breeder
of jacks in the world. His farms in Ohio are named collectively, carrying
the title of "Krekler's Gocxl Luck Stock Farms." Those in Indiana are
known as "Krekler's Hazel Bluff Stock Farms."
Airs. Albert Krekler is a member of the Presbyterian church and is
active in all church affairs conducted by the church which she attends. Air.
Krekler's children are loyal members of the United Brethren church.
Both Air. and Airs. Krekler are prominent in the local affairs of their
community and are held in high esteem by their neighbors. Air. Krekler's
entire career is thoroughly illustrative of the results to be accomplished
through perseverance and thrift. H e is in the best sense of the term a selfmade man and has worked his way upward step by step from one success
to another. His career has never been marred by a failure, but has resulted
from a steady and healthy growth from a small beginning to his present
extensive interests.

W I L L I A M E. V A X S K 1 V E R .
H o w dependent a community is upon its internal commerce. How helpless we should be without the wonderful medium of exchange which has been
evolved by man out of the experiences of the ages for the convenient merging of the independent relations of supply and demand. A local community is well judged by the condition of its commercial establishments and
it may properly be taken for granted that all is well with that town whose
business houses are well ordered, well equipped and well managed, conducted
ever with a view to the best and most helpful accommodation of the patrons
of the same. The merchants of a city well may be considered its ablest conservators, for upon them so much depends in the way of keeping the "tone"
of the city up to the highest pitch. The city of Camden, Ohio, is fortunate
indeed in the possession of an unusually high grade of local merchants, all of
whom ever have the best interests of the city at heart. Among these typically
representative citizens few are better known and more deservedly popular than
the amiable gentleman with whom this biographical sketch is to treat more
directly in the succeeding paragraphs, a sketch so well meriting a place in this
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historical work that the biographer takes much pleasure in here presenting it
for the consideration of the readers of this volume.
William E. Vanskiver, one of the best-known merchants in Preble
county, who is doing a prosperous business in the grocery way in the pleasant
little city of Camden, was born on July 29, 1874, on a farm in Israel township, Preble county, Ohio, and represents the third generation of his family
in this county. He is the son of William H. and Tamson (Duvall) Vanskiver, both of whom were natives of Preble county and members of old
families in this section.
William H. Vanskiver was a son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Brown)
Vanskiver, the former of whom was born in New Jersey in 1805, the son of
William and Elizabeth (Adams) Vanskiver, who migrated with their small
family to Ohio in the fall of 1814, first settling in Warren county, where they
remained only a year, he coming to Preble county in the fall of 1815, to build
a cabin and bringing his family- the next spring. Here they entered from the
government the east one-half of section 13 in Israel township, which they
presentlv converted into one of the best farms in the county and on which
they spent the remainder of their lives, the death of Great-grandfather Vanskiver occurring in 1843 a n d that of great-grandmother Vanskiver in 1848.
This worthy couple easily became identified with the best known and most
influential of the settlers of this section in that early day and the influence of
their lives and of their works still is impressed upon the community in which
they lived lives of such usefulness and where their memories are not forgotten
to this day.
Samuel and Elizabeth (Brown) Vanskiver were married in Preble
county, where both of them had been born, and to this union were born six
children, John B., Joseph G, Hannah J., Sarah B., Susan E. and William H.,
all of whom are now dead save the latter. Samuel Vanskiver was one of the
best known and most highly honored farmers of Israel township, where he
followed farming all his life, being sincerely mourned at his death, which occurred in the year 1886, his good wife dying in the year 1880.
William H. Vanskiver, father of the immediate subject of this narrative, was married on Alay 6. 1869, to Tamson Duvall, daughter of Abel and
Sarah (Wilcox) Duvall, the former of whom was a native of Pennsylvania
and the latter of whom was born near College Corners, Ohio. Abel Duvall
was a carpenter, which occupation he followed all through his life, his death
occurring in 1881. His good wife survived him until January 1, 1894, when
she too passed away. This excellent couple was held in the highest regard
in the community in which they lived and their memories live after them.
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To the union of William H . and Tamson (Duvall) Vanskiver there was born
but one child, a son, William Elmer, whose name heads this genealogical review. The elder Air. and Airs. Vanskiver still are living on the old A'anskiver homestead in Israel township, where they are regarded as among the
most substantial and honored residents of that section. Though still living
on the farm Mr. Vanskiver is no longer engaged in the active work of the
farm, he having retired in 1908, since which time he merely gives the place
his supervisory attention as the need arises.
William Elmer Vanskiver received his education in the excellent district
schools of his native township and followed farming on the home place for
about seven years, after which he moved to Camden, where for a year he
worked for the McChristie Portrait Company. He then worked seven years
for the Big Four Tobacco Company and in April, 1908, he bought the William Garver grocery store, which he has since owned and which he is conducting with much success. H e makes a point of keeping his store in strictly
up-to-date fashion and consequently enjoys a profitable trade, being ranked
well up among the best known and most prosperous merchants of the city.
On December 21, 1894, William E. Vanskiver was united in marriage
to Grace Felton, a daughter of Lurton and Catherine (Aloore) Felton, prominent residents of Gasper township, this county, and to this union three children have been born : Fred, born on December 22. 1895, who was graduated
from the Camden high school in 1914 and is now the assistant postmaster
at Camden; Floyd, born on November 21, 1897, and Darrell, born on June
1, 1906.
Air. Vanskiver is a Republican and always has taken an active part in
the local campaigns of his party, his counsels having no small weight in the
deliberations of the party leaders in this county. H e was elected treasurer
of the city of Camden in 1912 and so acceptable were his services to the
public in this connection that he was re-elected and is now serving his second
term in that responsible position. H e is a member of the Masonic order,
his membership being in Camden Lodge No. 159, and he also is a stockholder
in the Masonic Temple Association of Camden. In addition to his Masonic
affiliations and activities he also is a member of the Knights of Pythias, being
attached to Camden Lodge No. 259, in the affairs of which he takes a warm
interest. Mr. Vanskiver is an energetic, progressive citizen who is interested in all movements whose objects are the advancement of the welfare of
his community and he is counted upon by his fellow citizens whenever any
measure of public benefit is being advocated.
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WILLIAM C. FRITZ.
One of the conspicuous names on the list of Preble county farmers is
William C. Fritz, farmer and stockman of Twin township, a gentleman
of high standing, to whom a full measure of success has not been denied.
Long recognized as a factor of importance in connection with the farming
and stock-raising industry here, he has been prominently identified with
the material growth and prosperity of this part of the state, his life having
been closely interwoven with the history of the county where he has spent
his entire life.
William C. Fritz, farmer and stockman, was born on June 16, 1852,
in Twin township, Preble county, Ohio, the son of John and Elizabeth
(Siler) Fritz, who were the parents of five sons and two daughters, the
others being Benjamin, Airs. Sarah A. Wysong and Alichael, all of whom
now are deceased, and Dr. John H., a physician of West Alexandria, Ohio;
George AI., of West Alexandria, and Airs. Lettie Smith, of Clinton county,
Ohio.
John Fritz was born in this county in the year 1810, the son of Alichael
and Nancy (Harris) Fritz, and grew to manhood on the paternal farm,
which he later purchased and on which he spent the whole of his life, his
death occurring on December 25, 1890. He married Elizabeth Siler, who
was born in this county in the year 1824 and who preceded him to the grave
in January, 1862.
Alichael Fritz, paternal grandfather of William C. Fritz, was born in
Freiberg, Germany, in the year 1760 and came to America when sixteen
years of age, arriving in Philadelphia in 1776 white the people of that city
were celebrating the signing of the Declaration of Independence. It is
interesting to note, in passing, in this connection that one hundred years
later, July 4, 1876, one hundred voters of the Lewisburg neighborhood, of
whom William C. Fritz was one, following the suggestion of Capt.
Matthias Disher, each riding a horse, all of these one hundred horses being
hitched to one wagon, started from Lewisburg to Eaton to assist in the
celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. Michael Fritz was a shoemaker and for a time worked at that
trade in Philadelphia, but presently made his way to this county, where he
entered a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Twin township and on
this he spent the rest of his life, being among the most influential and
useful members of the new community. At the time Alichael Fritz entered
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his farm from the government the Indians still were numerous in that
section and often came to his home, where they smoked their pipes in
peace. At the age of forty-five Alichael Fritz married Nancy Harris, a
native of Virginia, whose ancestors had come to this country from Ireland,
and to this union there were born ten children, five sons and five daughters,
all of whom were born and reared on the home farm in Twin township.
Alichael Frtiz died on March I, 1845, a t the age of eighty-five, after which
the farm was divided, the second son of the deceased, John, mentioned in
the preceding paragraph, purchasing- one-half of it and his sister, Airs.
Catherine Centner, buying the other half, and on this divided farm their
respective families were reared, the portion which John Fritz owned nowbeing owned by his youngest son, George Fritz, and the portion which
Airs. Gentner owned now being owned by her daughter. Airs. Laura Schreel,
Alichael Fritz's original farm thus still being held in the family- in the third
generation.
William C. Fritz's maternal ancestry also is of Germanic origin. In
1791 or 1792 three Siler brothers came to this country from Germany.
One of these, Jacob, who was a schoolmaster, was the father of three sons,
Jacob, Alatthias and Christopher, and a daughter, all of whom were born
in Germany save Christopher, who was born in Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, December 26. 1793. Christopher Siler became a lockmaker by trade
and served effectively as a soldier in the W a r of 1812. H e married Susan
Hoerner, who was born in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, and to this union
three children were born, Mrs. Catherine Albert, who died in the year
1913, at the age of ninety-two; George, who is still living, being (1915)
ninety-two years of age, and Elizabeth, who married John Fritz.
William C. Fritz was reared on the ancestral farm and attended the
Hillside district school of Twin township, remaining at home and assisting
his father in the labors of the farm until his marriage in 1871, whereupon
he moved to the home farm of his father-in-law, Capt. Alatthias Disher.
where he since has continued to reside with the exception of a few months.
In 1879 Captain Disher gave his daughter, Mrs. Fritz, thirty-five acres of
the home farm, contingent upon purchase by Air. Fritz of a strip adjoining,
of practically equal extent, which purchase was made, and to which Air.
Fritz later added other adjoining fields until he now has a fine farm of one
hundred and seven acres in section 11 of Twin township, twelve acres of
which is covered by a fine growth of natural timber. On this place Air.
Fritz has erected a comfortable house and a commodious barn and has
(5o)
I
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prospered. In addition to his general farming, he devotes considerable attention to the raising of Duroc-Jersey hogs and Jersey cattle, having found
this phase of agriculture quite profitable.
In the year 1871 William C. Fritz was united in marriage to Susan
Disher, daughter of Captain Alatthias and Jane (Ozias) Disher, and to
this union four children have been born: Edna, deceased; Ozias, who is a
teacher in the Lewisburg schools; Frances, who is at home, and Alatthias,
who is a conductor in the service of the street railway lines at Dayton, Ohio.
Air. Fritz is a Republican and gives a good citizen's attention to political affairs, though he is not included in the office-seeking class. He
and his family are members of the New Lutheran church, in the various
beneficences of which they take an active part. Air. Fritz is well known
throughout the section of the county in which he resides as an enterprising
farmer and a kind and considerate neighbor and enjoys the entire confidence
and esteem of all with whom he comes in contact.

GEORGE EDWARD SLOVER.
Among the prominent manufacturers of Preble county few are better
known than the gentleman whose name forms the caption of this biographical
sketch. Among these manufacturers, too, there are few whose products have
a wider market or serve a more useful purpose. The proper tillage of the
soil is the greatest industry of mankind. Without the work of the farmer
civilization would languish and in a single generation we should degenerate
from our present proud eminence as a people to the state of the aboriginals
who formerly roamed the forests of this now blessed region, dependent
wholly upon the fruits of the chase for the preservation of the breath of their
bodies. The proper upkeep of the broad acres upon which the food supply
of a nation depends is, therefore, the most important task to which man can
turn his hand and he who contributes to this essential need properly may be
classed among the benefactors of his race. Farming today is not the haphazard job it once was. The culture of the soil is being made the special
business of many of the most carefully trained scientists in the world and
the chemist has taken a well-recognized position as a faithful ally of nature
in the preservation of the basic qualities which go to make up a soil ideally
adapted for the cultivation of the food-stuffs of a people. Here is where the
value of the services which Air. Slover is rendering his fellowmen become
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apparent. In the establishment and operation of the Edward Slover Fertilizer
Company, manufacturers of high standard fertilizers at Camden, Ohio, he is
contributing greatly to the support and upbuilding of the basic industry of
mankind in providing for the farmers of this district a soil food particularly
adapted to the needs of the soil hereabout. As a benefactor, therefore, it is
but proper that the biographer here present for the consideration of the
reader of this volume a brief sketch of this public-spirited citizen.
George Edward Slover was born at Aliamisburg, Ohio, January 4, 1808,
the son of Thomas and Elizabeth ( H a r r e s ) Slover. Thomas, the son of
Jacob Slover, was a native of Pennsylvania who moved with his family to
Joliet, Illinois, where his father followed the vocation of stonemason and
building contractor. Jacob Slover, who died at the age of fifty-two, was
twice married, his first wife leaving two children, Daniel and Thomas. By
the second marriage there was one son, Robert.
Thomas Slover, father of the subject of this sketch, learned the blacksmith trade and conducted a shop at Aliamisburg, Ohio, until the spring of
1879, when the family moved to Dayton, Ohio, where he lived a retired life
until his death, which occurred in 1912. H e was twice married, eight children being bora to his union with Elizabeth Harres, who died at the age of
thirty-seven, of whom the only survivor is George Edward, with whom this
narrative directly treats. Three of these children died in infancy, the others
being Sarah, who died at the age of twenty-six; Robert, who died at the age
of fortv-nine; Alarv, who died at the age of thirty-six, and Addison, who
died at the age of thirty-seven. Upon the death of his first wife, Thomas
Slover married, secondly, Zarilda Simpson, who following the death of her
husband became domiciled in the Alethodist Episcopal home at Cincinnati.
T o this union there was no issue.
George Edward Slover, only surviving issue of Thomas and Elizabeth
( H a r r e s ) Slover, received his early education in the public schools of Aliamisburg, which he supplemented with a course of four years and six months in
the mechanical engineering department of the International Correspondence
School at Scranton, Pennsylvania. At the age of fifteen he had become attracted to the possibilities of mechanics and learned the machinist's trade,
qualifying as a journeyman machinist at the age of eighteen, after which he
worked in the shops of the Cincinnati. Hamilton & Dayton railroad at Dayton, Ohio, until the spring of 1898, when he went to the James AlcCallum
Fertilizer Company, at Dayton, Ohio, remaining with this firm for seven
years—four years and six months as foreman and two years and six months
as superintendent. In the year 1905. deciding to enter business for himself,
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he moved to Camden. Ohio, and established the Edward Slover Fertilizer
Company, which has grown to be one of the most considerable concerns of
its kind in the state. The plant of this concern is situated in Camden, the
reduction department of the same, in which George Archer has an interest,
being located about one-half mile south of the town. This plant manufactures high standard fertilizers and its product is shipped widely to points in
Ohio and Indiana. In addition to his business in this connection. Air. Slover
also conducts a correspondence school, in which he has met with much success. In this school he furnishes instructions covering a complete course in
steam engineering, his comprehensive set of books on this subject covering
the ground thoroughly.
On June 27. 1893, George Edward Slover was united in marriage to
Lillian AlcCallum, a daughter of James and Angie (Anthony) AlcCallum,
who are now living at Alontgomery, Alichigan. T o Air. and Airs. Slover two
daughters have been born, Greta Isle, born on September 12, 1898, a student
of the Camden high school, and Dorothy Blanche, born on December 7,
1903. a student in the Camden grade schools. Air. and Airs. Slover have a
very pleasant home in Camden, the hospitalities of which are delightfully
enhanced by the two bright young misses, who so pleasantly assist their
mother as hostesses on occasion. The Slovers are members of the Afethodist
Episcopal church in Camden and are active participants in the affairs of the
local congregation.
Air. Slover always has affiliated with the Republican party, in the local
councils of which he takes an active part. H e is now serving his second
term as a member of the board of trustees of the city of Camden and is
president of that body. H e also was assessor of the city of Camden for one
term. H e is an active Mason, being a member of Lodge No. 159, Free and
Accepted Alasons, at Camden and also is affiliated with Chapter No. 22, at
Eaton. H e also is a member of the Junion Order of United American
Mechanics, being associated with Preble Council No. 202, at Camden, in the
deliberations of which body he takes an active and influential part.
Air. Slover is alert in the promotion of the best interests of the community in which his lot has so successfully been cast and in all movements
having to do with the advancement of the affairs of his home city, either in a
moral, social, civic or industrial way he ever is found among the leaders of
the same. H e is a fine type of the true American citizen and well deserves
the popularity which he enjoys among those with whom he is most closely
associated.
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J O H N H E N R Y LIVINGSTON BOHN.
In the commercial life of a city is there any man more properly entitled
to the high and ungrudging respect and consideration of the people than the
earnest, conscientious pharmacist? The careful compounding of the various
drugs on which ailing mankind relies in his hours of distress is one of the
most important tasks to which man can turn his hand, for often the very
issues of life and death hang in the balance which might easily be turned in
a fatal direction by the ill-considered or careless act of the inexperienced
compounder of a prescription, whose properly-mingled elements are designed
to provide a healing potion. The importance to a community of the services
of a competent and conscientious pharmacist therefore cannot be estimated
in ordinary terms and the gratitude with which the people of the community
ought to regard such a service ought to be unstinted and ungrudging. There
is a veteran pharmacist and druggist in Camden, this county, who, following
in the honored footsteps of his father, who before him was a lifelong druggist, has all his long life devoted his talents and his most careful thought to
the needs of the people in the matter of healing-compounds. A work of this
character, dealing as it does with matters both historical and biographical,
would not be complete without mention of the manner of the life and the
services of Air. Bohn, the well-known druggist of Camden, and the biographer
gladly turns his pen to a considerate review of the life of this agreeable gentleman and valued citizen.
- John Henry Livingston Bohn was born in Elizabethtown, Lancaster
county, Pennsylvania, September 18, 1837, the son of J. H. and Henrietta
(George) Bohn. the former of whom was born in Adams county, Pennsylvania, and the latter of whom was born in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, in
the latter of which places they were married and where were born to them five
children, as follow: Caroline, who died at the age of five years; Alichael
George, who died in August. 1911: John H. L.. whose name forms the caption
of this biography; P. J., who also is an honored resident of Camden, Preble
county, and Sarah Rebecca, the wife of Doctor" Ferguson, a well-remembered
physician of Camden, both of whom now are dead.
J. H . Bohn grew up to the drug business in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, beginning a study of the many intrinsic details of that important phase
of commerce when quite young. In 1824 he started a drug store of his own
in Elizabethtown, which he conducted quite successfully for four years, at
the end of which time he formed the decision to seek his fortune in fields
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farther to the west and with this object in view prevailed upon his brother to
accompany him on this quest. Leaving the drug store in competent hands,
the two started out on horseback, Springfield, Illinois, being their objective
point. They proceeded as far as Terre Haute, Indiana, when their impressions of the country toward which they were making their way underwent a
complete change and they decided to abandon their westward journey. Turning back, they returned to Elizabethtown, where Air. Bohn resumed his place
in the drug store. In 1833 he sold this store and again started west, this
time, however, not having so distant a point as his objective. He came to
this count)', where he remained with his father-in-law on a farm near Camden
until the spring of 1834, when he returned to Pennsylvania and re-purchasing
his drug store in Elizabethtown remained in business there until the fall of
1842, when he again came to Preble county with his family and bought property in Camden, where he opened a drug store which he continued to manage
until the time of his death in 1875, after which time his son, John H., managed the store for his father's estate for a year, buying the other interests in
1876, since which time he has conducted the popular old store as full owner,
building up and maintaining a very profitable trade.
On June 1, i860, John H. L. Bohn was united in marriage to Alary
Francis, daughter of James T. Francis and wife, well remembered former
residents of Camden, the former of whom was born in Carlisle, Ohio, and
the latter of whom was born in Jacksonburg, Ohio, they having come to
Preble county about the year 1849, first locating on a farm and later moving
to Camden where they spent the remainder of their lives. To the union of
John H. L. and Alary (Francis) Bohn there was born but one child, a daughter, Cora Alay, who married John R. AlcCord, a former well-known railroad
man of Camden, Ohio, who died on April 2, 1913, since which time Mrs.
AlcCord has made her home with her parents in Camden. To John R. and
Cora Alay (Bohn) AlcCord were born two children, a son and a daughter,
Ernest B. and Fay. Ernest B. AlcCord, who is chief baggagemaster at the
union depot at Toledo, Ohio, married Marie Fowler and to them has been
born one son, John Robert. Fay AlcCord married F. R. Yealland and to
them two children have been born, John Robert and Frederick Truscoot.
The Yeallands live in Elizabeth, New Jersey.
Mr. Bohn is a Democrat and though rarely taking an active part in the
campaigns of his party in Preble county his counsel and advice not infrequently are sought by the party leaders, his thorough knowledge of local
affairs, coupled with the sagacity and executive ability which have contributed
so much to the success of his personal business, giving a' particular value to
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his expressions of judgment on local public affairs. He is a member of
Camden Lodge No. 159, Free and Accepted Alasons, and of Camden Lodge
No. 109, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, belonging also to the encampment of the latter order. In both his public and private life Air. Bohn has
stood four-square to all the winds that blow and his king life of business
activity in the community in which he has resided from the time of his early
childhood has given him an authoritative position in and about Camden
which always has been exerted for the good of that neighborhood, and he
deservedly is held in the highest regard throughout this whole section, a
regard which is fully shared by his good wife who always has been active in
the good works of the community.

TOHN E. SIZELOVE.
Who shall measure the influence of the automobile upon our modern life?
Everywhere in this broad country, where there are roads on which it may
travel, the automobile is to be found, and not infrequently it is to be found
in places where there are no roads, a veritable path-finder, the men who penetrate the fastnesses or the deserts with these modern masterpieces of mechanism being no less pioneers than were those men of another generation who
penetrated the wilderness which has now been made to blossom as the rose in
this favored section of the United States and whom we are accustomed to
regard as having been heroes, almost giving them a place in traditional regard alongside those of whom mention briefly is made in the Bible statement
to the effect that "there were giants in those days." The automobile industry
surely has come to stay. Being practically in its infancy there is no way to
estimate its probable extension in the years immediately to follow, but that
it has a great future there can be no gainsaying. Among those who play
no small part in this gigantic industry as it affects Preble county, the gentleman whose name heads this biographical sketch must be taken into account
and no history of this county would properly be complete without a brief
resume of his career.
John E. Sizelove was born near Oxford, Ohio, September 6, 1872, the
son of Alilton and Alargaret (Addison) Sizelove, the former of whom was a
native of Butler county, Ohio, the latter a native of Preble county. Milton
Sizelove was born on Alay 10, 1843. a son of George and Ada (Brooks)
Sizelove, the former of whom was a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of
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Preble county. George Sizelove was a potter by trade and owned and operated an extensive pottery near Riley, Ohio, until the time of his death in
1853, his wife surviving him until the year i860. The pottery business was
carried on for a time by their son, Alilton, who married Alargaret Addison
in 1868, to which union were born six children, four of whom are still living:
Louisa, the wife of Frank Stephens, who lives in Camden, Ohio; John E.,
the subject of this biographical review, who is engaged in the automobile and
livery business in Camden; James AF, who owns and conducts a successful
grocery store in Camden, and George AI., the present postmaster of Camden.
Alilton Sizelove followed farming in Butler county, Ohio, until 1884, four
years after the death of his wife, which occurred January 19, 1880, when he
moved with his family to Somers township, this county, where he continued
to farm until 10,12, when he moved to Camden, where he is now living a retired life, enjoying the comforts well earned by his life of industrious application to the duties which daily confront the earnest tiller of the soil.
John E. Sizelove. with whom this biographical narrative more particularly treats, received a common-school education in the schools of his native
county and followed the footsteps of his father, taking up the life of a farmer,
which he followed until 1908, in which year he bought the Phares livery barn
in Camden. After conducting that business for a short time he sold the
Phares barn and bought the more extensive establishment which he is now
conducting with so much success. In addition to carrying on the general
business of a livery and sale stable, he is as well a dealer in automobiles,
horses, buggies, harness and the various appurtenances thereof, conducting a
thoroughly up-to-date establishment, making a specialty of prompt auto
service to all adjoining points.
On Alarch 4, 1896, Air. Sizelove was united in marriage to Daisy Armstrong, daughter of Edward Armstrong and wife, farmers of Preble county,
both of whom are now dead. To the union of John E. and Daisy (Armstrong) Sizelove one son has been born, John AI., Jr., born on Alay 23, 1903,
who is now attending school. Air. and Mrs. Sizelove are earnest members
of the Presbyterian church and take their part in the various activities of the
local congregation. Mr. Sizelove is a Democrat, but not so intense in his
partisanism that he cannot see the good points of the tickets of any of the
other political parties, reserving to himself the right to vote for the best
men in any election, regardless of their political affiliations. H e is a member of the Alasonic order, his membership being in Camden Lodge No. 159,
Free and Accepted Masons, and is also a member of the local Camden Lodge
No. 109, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is attached to the encamp-
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ment of the same order at Camden, being likewise a member of Camden
Lodge No. 259. Knights of Pythias, being connected with the Sanhedrin of
that order, and is a member of the American .Mechanics, of Camden, and of
the Improved Order of Red Alen, of the same town. By this it will be seen
that Air. Sizelove is well to the front in the various social and fraternal activities of his town, where he is deservedly popular among all who know him.

W I L L I .-UI C. F I S H E R .
Among the many prosperous and progressive farmers of Preble county,
men of able foresight, calm deliberation and mature judgment, the men
who constitute the very backbone of the local forces which shape the government and affairs of the people of this section, few are better known than
William C. Fisher, township trustee and one of the most progressive and
influential residents of Israel township, where he has lived all his life uprightly, openly and aboveboard, honored and respected by all in his neighborhood.
William C. Fisher was born in Fairhaven, Israel township, Preble
county, Ohio, August 26, 1855. a son of Daniel and Alary (Smith) Fisher,
the former of whom was a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and
the latter of whom was a native of Preble county. Daniel Fisher was one
of the fourteen children of John and Lydia Fisher, who were married on
January 7, 1803. by the Rev. Nathan Guller. John Fisher was born in
Pennsylvania on September 14, 1779, and died on November 27, 1827. His
wife Lydia was born on January 12, 1783, and died on December 25, 1827,
she having survived her husband less than one month. To the union of
this worthy couple there were born fourteen children, as follow: Adam,
born on September 18, 1803: Alargaret, January 25. 1805; Susanna, November 6, 1806; Philip, February 26, 1808; William, August 24, 1809;
Samuel. February 23, 1811; Levi, February 6, 1812; David, January 13,
1813; John, January 11, 1815; Alaria, November 11, 1816; Daniel, July
18, 1818; Lydiann, November 13, 1822; Franklin, October 9, 1824, and
Belinda, December 19, 1827.
Daniel Fisher learned the trade of rope-making at which he worked
for a period of four years, after which he became a machinist and learned
the trade of engine-building at which he became quite proficient and at
which he worked for a period of four years or more, at the end of which
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time he took up the trade of tinsmith. He and his brother, Levi, went into
the tinshop together, at Liberty, Indiana, later removing their tin and hardware store to College Corner. Later disposing of his interest there, Daniel
Fisher went to Canton, Ohio, where, about the year 1852, he and his
brother, William, started a paper-mill, which they operated for three years.
During the next ten years Daniel Fisher engaged in farming, while thus engaged being located at several different points. Before going to Canton he
had invented and patented a churn that netted him a handsome profit. Another of his profitable inventions was a metal socket for fence posts; still
another was a suction churn-dasher. He opened a tinshop and hardware
store in the village of Fair Haven, this county, which he conducted from
1862 to 1905, becoming a quite successful business man. He also owned
a good farm near Fair Haven, from which he derived considerable profit
and was properly regarded as among the most successful and influential
men of that section of the county.
Daniel Fisher was twice married, his first union having been with Rebecca Harter, to whom he was married in 1845, a n d who bore him one son,
John J. Upon her death he married Alary Smith, who was born in Preble
county on February 7, 1830, and to this union there were born seven children, six of whom are still living, as follow: Alary A., born on Alarch 13,
1853, is the wife of Matthew Brown and lives in Israel township, Preble
county; William C , the immediate subject of this sketch; Clara C , born
on April 8, 1858, the widow of William S. Marshall, who died in 1908, now
living in Fair Haven; Daniel F., born on December 22, i860, a well-known
farmer of Israel township; Emma L., born on April 29, 1863, lives in
Fair Haven; John S., born on June 6, 1866, died in the autumn of 1908,
and Hattie S., born on January 10, 1869, the wife of Clarence AlcDiwitt,
living in Dixon township. Daniel Fisher was a Republican and always took
an interested part in the campaigns of his party in this county. Both he and
his wife were members of the United Presbyterian church at Fair Haven
for a number of years, but later became connected with the Alethodist Episcopal church at the same place, with which they retained their membership
until the time of their death. Both Mr. and Airs. Fisher were among the
most highly respected residents of their section of Preble county and there
was sincere mourning when they passed away. Air. Fisher died on June 22,
1899, his wife surviving him for some years, her death not occurring until
September 27, 1911.
William C. Fisher received his education in the excellent public schools
at Fair Haven and supplemented this course of instruction with a course of
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one year at the Farmers College at Cincinnati. Following this schooling he
worked for four years as a clerk in the store of Thomas P. Simmons,
at Fairhaven. Following the example of his father he also learned the
trade of tinsmith, which he followed as an incident to his work when he
presently took up farming in earnest. He now owns a line farm of one
hundred and fifty-six acres in Israel township, one-half mile east of Fair
Haven and about seven miles west of Camden. This farm, which is one of
the most highly cultivated farms in the county, is well improved as to its
buildings, having two dwelling houses and an ample barn.
On December 27, 1881, William C. Fisher was united in marriage to
Belle A. Hays, a daughter of William R. and Elizabeth J. (Marshall)
Hayes, who was born in Israel township, as was her father before her. The
late William R. Hayes, father of Airs. Fisher, was one of the best known
and most highly respected men in Preble county. H e started life as a poor
boy and at the time of his death owned one thousand acres of fine land in
Preble county and was one of the heaviest taxpayers in the county. He was
born in Israel township, Preble county, in 1828, and died at his home in
the same township on Alay 7, 1907, at the age of seventy-nine years and
one day. In 1859 Air. Hayes was united in marriage to Elizabeth J. Alarshall, who was born in Preble county, Ohio, in 1840, and to them ten children were born, as follow: Belle A., wife of William C. Fisher; Alargaret
E., wife of Samuel Paxton, lives in Israel township; Lydia M., wife of
Frank Fisher, lives in Israel township; Alary E. died at the age of twenty;
John H . lives in Oxford, Ohio; Robert E. died at the age of one year;
James Charles, lives in Israel township; William B. lives in Portland, Oregon; Walter C. died at the age of two years, and Arthur J. lives in Fair
Haven. Since the death of her husband the mother of these children has
been making her home with her eldest daughter, Mrs. William C. Fisher.
T o William C. and Belle A. ( H a y e s ) Fisher four children were born,
only one of whom is now living, Nellie, who was born on July 18, 1887,
who married H a r r y Lybrook and lives on the home farm, a portion of which
is farmed by her husband. Mr. and Mrs. Lybrook have one daughter,
Ethel, born on July 19, 1914. The first child of Mr. 'and Mrs. Fisher,
Ethel, born on April 2 1 , 1883, married Calvin Wilson, to whom she bore
one child, mother and child both now being dead. The two other children
of Mr. and Mrs. Fisher died in infancy.
Mr. Fisher is a Republican and always has taken an active interest in
local politics, his judgment in matters of public concern being given careful
consideration in the deliberations of the party managers in Preble county.
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His interest in public affairs has been recognized by the voters of his home
township who, at the last election, elected him to the office of township
trustee, a position which he is filling with the same thoughtful judgment
which he always has brought to bear in the management of his personal
affairs, his administration consequently giving the utmost satisfaction to
the people of the township. Air. and Airs. Fisher are faithful and earnest
members of the United Presbyterian church at Fair Haven and always are
found at the front in any movement having to do with the advancement of
the interests of the community in a social, moral or civic way, their influence being such as to inspire confidence in their counsels on all matters
affecting the general welfare.

TOSEPH A. WEADICK.
To the British Isles this country owes a debt of gratitude for many of its
most able and substantial citizens. This does not apply to the pioneers alone,
but also to those ambitious natives of Great Britain who have struck out
for themselves in later years and who, by their own efforts have achieved
success in this country during this and the preceding generation. Of these
English-speaking immigrants there are none better qualified to play an important part in the development and improvement of a country than are the
Irish. Naturally ambitious and industrious, these people quickly adjust
themselves to the demands of any thrifty community, retaining the best qualities of their native land and acquiring the best in the land of their adoption,
thus rapidly forging ahead until they are ranked among the best citizens of
the territory in which they have settled. In this respect Preble county, Ohio,
has been fortunate, as it now counts among its citizens many of Irish birth
or parentage, all of whom are instrumental in maintaining the high standard
of citizenship for which Preble county has always been noted. Among these
may well be ranked the Weadick family, of which there are several living
representatives prominently playing their parts in working out the destinies
of Preble county.
Joseph A. Weadick, the subject of this sketch, was born in Washington
township, Preble county, Ohio, January 6, 1888, the son of Thomas and
Mary (Yost) Weadick. Thomas Weadick was a native of Ireland, who
came to this country with his parents when he was a small boy. After his
marriage to Mary Yost, Thomas Weadick settled in Preble county, and to
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him and Airs. Weadick were born seven children. Ella, the wife of Alichael
Coleman, of Somers township, this county: William, of this county; lennie.
the wife of Thomas O'Learv. of Gasper township, this county; James, who
died in infancy; John, of Dixon township, this county: Joseph A., the subject of this sketch, and Lawrence, who lives in Jackson township, this county.
Thomas Weadick was a successful farmer, an occupation which lie followed throughout his life. He started in a small way, but gradually developed
his land holdings until, at the time of his death, December 22, 1910. he owned
several hundred acres of rich Preble county land. After Air. Weadick's
death Airs. Weadick went to live with her children in Preble county.
Joseph A. Weadick received a common-school education in the schools
of Preble county, at the same time learning the elements of successful farming under the able instruction of his father. On November 4. 191 1. he married Alargaret O'Dea. who was born in Jefferson township. Preble count v.
Ohio. October 12. 18S7, a daughter of Patrick and P.ridget ( H o r r i g a n )
O'Dea, both of whom were born in County Clare, Ireland, to which union
one daughter has been born. Alary, born on November 4, 1912.
Patrick O'Dea came to America at the age of twenty-one, landing in a
strange land without a dollar. He made his way to New Paris. Ohio, from
which point he went to Richmond, Indiana, where he began to make headway as a tanner and where he married Bridget Horrigan, also a native of
Countv Clare, who came to America with her parents, who located in Jefferson township, this county, where they spent the remainder of their lives.
The O'Deas remained in Richmond about ten years after their marriage and
then moved to a farm in Jefferson township, this county. Patrick O'Dea
started anew in this county on a farm of one hundred and twenty acres, only
twenty acres of which was cleared and which was very stony. By the exercise of much energy and industry he cleared this farm and brought it to a
high state of cultivation. Airs. O'Dea died on January 7, 1906. A fewyears later his son took charge of the farm and Air. O'Dea retired to Richmond, where his last days were spent, his death occurring on July 4, 1913.
Airs. Weadick is one of four children born to her parents, the others being
Alarv. John and Catherine. Alary is a teacher in the schools of Jefferson
township, this county; John is farming on the old home place and Catherine
is the wife of John Cahill, of Dixon township, this county. Besides these.
Air. O'Dea brought three nephews to America and educated them here,
Michael Britt, who is farming near Cleveland, Ohio; John Britt, a telegraph
operator at Richmond, Indiana, and Patrick O'Dea, aged fourteen, who is
living with his cousin, John O'Dea, on the old O'Dea farm in this county.
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Air. Weadick owns one hundred and twenty-four acres of fine farm land
two and one-half miles northeast of Camden, Ohio. By careful and efficient
management he has improved the farm since acquiring possession of it, and
has erected on it a fine modern residence and a thoroughly up-to-date barn.
In the operation of his farm he specializes in the raising of a fine grade of
stock. In politics Air. Weadick is a supporter of the Democratic party, but
has never yet played an active part in the political affairs of his community.
In every respect Air. Weadick is a worthy representative of the sterling
ancestors who founded his family in Preble county. Already a successful
farmer, although still a young man, he is forwarding his career in a manner
which seems destined to place him among the most prominent and substantial
citizens of Preble county.

ADAA1 EHRHARDT.
Among the solid and substantial citizens of nearly every section of this
country will be found many of either German birth or German parentage.
In this respect Preble county, Ohio, is no exception to the general rule, as it
numbers among the leading residents of its various communities many persons of German ancestry. In Preble county one of the most prominent German-American citizens is Adam Ehrhardt, of Somers township, who has
achieved success not only in his calling as a farmer, but also in the local
politics of his community.
Adam Ehrhardt was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Alarch 22, 1849, the son
of Adam and Rebecca (Nogle) Ehrhardt. Adam Ehrhardt, Sr., was a native
of Germany. He came to the United States when he was twenty-one years
of age and landed in New Orleans, Louisiana, from which place he went to
Cincinnati. He then followed the vocation of a gardener at Clifton, a small
place which is now a part of Cincinnati. He married Rebecca Nogle, who
was born in Pennsylvania, but who moved to Cincinnati with her parents
when she was six years of age. To this union were born six children, all of
whom are living, Adam, the subject of this sketch: Henry, who lives in
Shelby county, Ohio; Frederick, who lives at Eaton, this county; Alargaret,
who is the wife of Fred Sellmeyer, of Cincinnati, and Lucy, the wife of
George Close, of Fort Thomas, Kentucky. Both Air. and Airs. Ehrhardt died
in Cincinnati, the death of the former occurring in 1873. Airs. Ehrhardt surviving her husband until 1907. They were both devout members of the Ger-
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man Lutheran church. In politics Air. Ehrhardt upheld the principles of the
Republican party.
Adam Ehrhardt, Jr., had little opportunity to procure an education, as
he was early called upon to aid his father in the support of the family, being
the eldest son and the health of his father not the best. In .March. 1S76. Mr.
Ehrhardt married Minnie Seeger, who was born on August 11. 1851. a daughter of Air. and Airs. Lewis Seeger, both of whom were natives of Germany.
Airs. Seeger died on November 19, 1867, and Air. Seeger died on July [8,
1907.
To Air. and Airs. Ehrhardt nine children have been born, eight of whom
are living: Addie E.. born on Alarch 3, 1S77, the wife of Louis Creech, of
Somers township, this county: Ollie, born on August 24, 1878. the wife of
W. J. J. Johnson, of Warden, Montana; John A., born on February 26,
1880, now living in Dixon township; Levi L., born on August 8, 18S2. nowliving in Somers township; Fred D.. born on December 12. 18N4, who died
on September 27, 1891: Rebecca AF, bora on April 5, 1886, the wife of Stanley Dillman, of this county; Carrie K., born on April 20, 1888, the wife of
George Winholt, of Sugar Valley, Ohio, and Edmund A., born on Alay 10,
1891, who is in charge of the home farm.
After his marriage Air. Ehrhardt moved from Cincinnati to Preble
county and bought eighty acres of land, on which he now lives. By degrees
he added to his original land until he now owns five hundred and fortyacres of rich Preble county land, all thoroughly improved and in the best of
condition. On his land he has erected a fine residence and several excellent
barns.
Air. Ehrhardt is a devoted member of the German Lutheran church, as
was also Airs. Ehrhardt, previous to her death, which occurred April 4, 1914.
The children are all members of the United Presbyterian church. Air. Ehrhardt is a loyal supporter of the Democratic party and has long taken an
active interest in the affairs of the party in his community. His efforts in its
behalf have been recognized and rewarded by his election to the office of
road supervisor of his county, the duties of which office he has so ably executed that the voters of his township have continually re-elected him and have
kept him in the office for a period of seventeen years.
Air. Ehrhardt is in every sense of the term a self-made man, a distinction which rightfully gains for him the highest esteem and respect of his
neighbors. Starting, as he did, a poor boy obliged to aid his father in the
support of his family, the intelligent application of his efforts and industry
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enabled hm to achieve success to such an extent that he is now the owner
of one of the finest farms in his community, certainly giving him title to a
place in the pages of this history of his county.

CHARLES C. WILKINSON.
Hard and laborious work was the lot of Charles C. Wilkinson during
his youth and early manhood, but his fidelity to duty has won for him the respect and confidence of those with whom he has come in contact. By patient continuance in well doing he has gradually risen from a humble station to his present standing as a progressive farmer of Preble county. He
has worked his way from a modest beginning up to a position of considerable
prominence. His efforts have been practically unaided, a fact which renders
him more worthy of praise by his neighbors and fellow citizens.
Charles C. Wilkinson, the proprietor of the Morgan Huffman farm,
consisting of seventy-eight acres eight miles west of Eaton, Ohio, on the
west road, was born in Preble county October 31, 1846, the son of William
H. H. and Anna (Davis) Wilkinson. William H. H. Wilkinson was born
in Gratis township, Preble county, and Anna Davis also was born in Preble
county. After their marriage they lived here for many years. They were
the parents of eleven children, five of whom are living: Elizabeth, the wife
of Samuel Poffernberger, of Eaton, Ohio; Charles C , the subject of this
sketch; Curtis, of Dayton, Ohio; Eva B., the wife of Pliny Deem; Addie, the
wife of Frank Potterf.
Charles C. Wilkinson was reared on the farm in Preble county, Ohio,
and attended the district schools, mostly in Dixon township. On November
27, 1867, he was married to Charity Parks, who was born July 30, 1843, the
daughter of George and Mary (Price) Parks, the former of whom was born
in Barren county, Kentucky, November 8, 1801, and was brought to Preble
county, Ohio, in 1808. George Parks settled in Dixon township and lived
there until his death, on June 3, 1869. His wife died February 13, 1869, she
having been born September 4, 1805. They were the parents of nine children,
four of whom are now living: Henry Newton, of Grant county, Indiana;
Mary J., of Preble county; Charity, the wife of Air. Wilkinson, and Leander,
of Dixon township.
Mrs. Alary Parks, mother of Airs. Wilkinson, was the daughter of David
and Elizabeth Price, the former of whom was born August 25, 1777, a n d the
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latter October 8, 1782, who were the parents of nine children, as follows:
Mary, born September 4, 1805, who married George Parks; Phebe, born August 13, 1807; Harriet, born February 18, 1809; Henry Watts, born November 30, 1810; John Ross, born December 5, 1812, who died the next August;
Katherine, born March 15, 1815; Elizabeth, born Alarch 22. 181 7: Abraham,
born July 5, 1819, and Susannah, born November 25, 1821, who died at the
age of twenty years, three months and twenty-five days.
To Charles C. and Charity (Parks) Wilkinson one daughter was born.
Alba, born September 12, 1868. She attended the common schools, and on
March 4, 1889, married William Peters, who was born in Greene township, Wayne county, Indiana. They have two sons, Otto O., born October
4, 1893, and George W., born February 22, 1896.
Air. Wilkinson is a Democrat. Both he and his wife are descendants of
very old families, are well known in the community in which they live and
command the universal respect of the people, a respect to which they are
justly entitled by their long record of good works.

CHARLES W. PIERCE.
Preble county,.Ohio, owes much of its enviable record and its present
high standard of citizenship and community welfare to the sterling qualities
and splendid characteristics of its early settlers. The pioneers of Preble
county came into the territory at a time when it was considered little better
than a howling wilderness. They brought with them few indeed of the
comforts which our modern standard of living has caused us to regard as
necessities, but they were equipped with a spirit of determination to succeed, and were persevering and industrious. By their determined efforts
they created Preble county and made of it a community which is second to
none in the state of Ohio. Better still, they left behind them descendants
who were endowed with the spirit of the early pioneers themselves, and who
have ably maintained the high standard which their ancestors established.
Among these families that of Charles W. Pierce, the subject of this sketch,
takes high rank, having been founded by sturdy pioneers of an earlier day
and maintained by worthy descendants who have most ably upheld the traditions of the family.
Charles W. Pierce was born at Camden, Ohio, September 30, 185.1,
(51)
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the son of Francis A., and Nancy (Barnet) Pierce. Francis A. Pierce, Sr.,
the grandfather of Charles W., emigrated from England, his native country,
when a young man, and settled in Pennsylvania, where, in 1818, he married
Lois Ladd. After his marriage he migrated to Camden, Ohio, being one
of the early pioneers of that place. He was a carpenter and, after settling
in Camden, followed that trade in addition to his occupation as a farmer.
To Air. and Mrs. Pierce were born five children, Charles W., Azel, Mary
Jane, Marinda and Francis A. Mr. Pierce died in 1825.
After Mr. Pierce's death Mrs. Pierce married a second time, her second
husband being Mr. Ross, to which union five children were born: Henry,
Savela, Sophronia, Helen and Mary. Mr. Ross went west at a later date
and no word was ever received from him. As he had on his person about
eight hundred dollars at the time he left, it was supposed that he was
murdered for his money. Mrs. Ross then moved to California, where she
lived with her son. She later married James Creson and died in California
in 1873, without further issue.
Francis A. Pierce, the father of the subject of this sketch, was born in
Camden, Preble county, Ohio, March 19, 1825. He owned extensive farm
lands, but followed his trade as a brickmason and gave more time to that
work than to his farm. At the time of his death he owned more than a
thousand acres of Preble county land.
On November 2, 1848, Francis A. Pierce married Nancy Barnet, who
was born near Camden, Ohio, August 18, 1827, and who died on January 19,
1910. Seven children were born to them, as follows: Azel, born on December 10, 1849, died on July 23, 1910; Charles W., born on September 30,
1851; Emerson, born on October 18, 1853, died on January 12, 1912; William
H., born on February 20, 1855, died on July 27, 1882; David, born on October 18, 1857, now an attorney in Hamilton, Ohio; Thomas P., born on
September 7, 1859, now living in Harrison, Ohio; James F., born on July
16, 1864, and now living in Somers township, this county.
Previous to the Civil War Mr. Pierce was an upholder of the Republican party, but after the war he became a loyal supporter of the Democratic party principles. He died on August 26, 1900, at the age of seventyfive years,, five months and seven days.
Charles W. Pierce was born in Camden, Preble county, Ohio, September
30, 1851. He was educated in the district schools of Preble county and,
after having finished his studies, took up, in 1881, the work of operating
his father's large farm. On February 3, 1897, he married Retta M. Bloom,
a daughter of John H. and Julia Ann (Albaugh) Bloom. Frederick Bloom,.
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grandfather of Mrs. Pierce, came to this country from Wittenburg, Germany,
and settled in Pennsylvania, where he lived until the time of his death.
Mrs. Pierce's father, John H. Bloom, was a native of Hanover county,
Pennsylvania, where he was born on April 18, 1825. He came west when
a young man and settled in Preble county, Ohio. On November 19, 1851,
he married Julia Ann Albaugh, who was born in Preble county on June 21,
1824. Mr. Bloom died on February 23, 1897, and Airs. Bloom is now
making her home with Mrs. Pierce. She is a bright and remarkably wellpreserved old lady at ninety-one years of age. She makes her home alternately with her children, spending a part of the time with each.
To John H. and Julia Ann (Albaugh) Bloom were born six children,
all of whom are living: Angeline, who lives in Colorado; Fred A., who
lives in Montgomery county, Ohio; Steven M., now living in Nebraska;
Nancy Josephine, living in Paulding county, Ohio; Retta AI., the wife of the
subject of this sketch, and Henry J., who lives in Clermont county, Ohio.
Mr. Bloom was a stonemason and stonecutter by trade, and followed
that occupation throughout his life. During the Civil War days he enlisted
in Company E, Thirteenth Regiment Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and
served three years, being honorably discharged at the close of the war.
Charles W. Pierce has followed the calling of a farmer all his life. He
and Mrs. Pierce each own farm land, their holdings aggregating two hundred and sixty-two acres of fine farm land, mostly lying in Gasper township,
but ninety acres of it is in Somers township, where he makes his home in
the fine old family homestead that was built by his grandfather, David Barnet, sixty-seven years ago. Mr. Pierce specializes in the raising of Shorthorn cattle.
Mrs. Pierce is a member of the Presbyterian church at Eaton, Ohio,
and gives it her loyal support, being closely identified with many branches of
the church work. Mr. Pierce is a stanch Democrat, although he has never
entered actively into the political affairs of his community. He is not sufficiently partisan in his political views, however, to blindly support any candidate who may be put forward by his party, always being ready to vote
for the candidate of another party if he considers that candidate a better
man than the one representing his own party.
Air. and Mrs. Pierce are held in high esteem by the residents of their
community, and are regarded as being neighbors of the very highest type.
They are both of the same splendid type which made their pioneer ancestors
willing to endure any and all hardships to procure independence for themselves and their children by laying the foundations of a permanent home in
Preble county.
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FRED AI. NEFF.
What a dreary world this would be without the graceful and delicate
things of life to give us moments of cheer and refreshment. What a dreary
round the mere necessary act of taking for our bodies the nourishment essential to their physical sustenance would become if there were none of the
dainty-food delicacies with which we are wont to regale ourselves to lend
a spice to the meal. The man who does his share toward keeping us supplied with these delicacies with which we delight to refresh our "inner
man" certainly is to be regarded as a public benefactor, and when the historian of the future comes to foot up his balance these purveyors of the
delightful things of life certainly will be accorded a place well up in the
front ranks of those who loved their fellowmen. Of such as these there
are few better known or more deservedly popular in Preble county than
Councilman Fred M. Neff, whose delicatessen shop at Camden is widely
known for the table dainties with which the people of that community so delight to regale themselves, and the historian would consider himself remiss in his duty toward the future generations of this favored section were
he to omit mention of the activities of this gentleman in this volume.
Fred M. Neff, one of the most popular and useful of the members of
the city council of Camden, Preble county, Ohio, was born in Somers township, this county on March 29, 1869, the son of John W. and Ruth (Wilson) Neff, the former of whom was born in Pennsylvania and the latter in
Butler county, Ohio. John W. Neff migrated with his parents from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, when a small boy, the journey being made by stage
coach, and settled with them on a farm west of Camden, this county, where
they remained for some time, later taking a farm east of the town of Camden, where they spent the remainder of their lives. Here John W. Neff,
father of Fred M., grew to manhood and married Ruth Wilson, one of the
belles of this section. To this union three children were born, of whom
Fred M. is the sole survivor, his sister, Belle, dying at the untimely age of
thirteen years, and his brother William dying in 1914, at Washington, D.
C , where he had been for many years connected with the postoffice department of the United States government.
John W. Neff contributed his services to the Union in the dark hour
of its trial by fire and sword in the sixties. He first enlisted in answer to
the call for three months' recruits and at the end of this term of service reenlisted in Company B. Fifty-Fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
under Colonel Bob Williams, in which regiment he served until the end of
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the war, being mustered out in April, 1865. After the war he taught school
and farmed until the year 1885, when he became attached to the government service, his first civil service being rendered in the government's factory for the manufacture of revenue stamps at East Pepperell, Alassachusetts, where he remained for two years. He is now a clerk in the internal
revenue division of the United States treasury department, a position he
has held for the past twenty-seven years. Though he is a Republican, his
services have been so efficient that he has not been disturbed in his tenure
by the various changes in the administration of the government in all these
years.
Fred AI. Neff was educated in the district schools of his home township and so apt was he in learning that at the age of sixteen he secured a
license to teach in the public schools of Preble county and for two years
followed this profession. His ambition then being turned toward mercantile pursuits, he entered the clothing store of Strauss & Company, for which
firm he worked for six years, except eighteen months of which time he acted
as assistant supervisor in the state hospital for the insane at Dayton, Ohio,
under appointment of Governor Campbell. For a year and six months he
then acted as bookkeeper and ticket agent for the Miami Valley Traction
Company at Trenton, Ohio, and in 1898 returned to Camden and bought
out Frank Eikenberry's ice cream parlor, which he conducted for a time.
He then took up the insurance business and was thus engaged for two years,
following which he learned the trade of painter and paper-hanger, which
vocation he followed for about three years, after which he moved onto a
farm, where he remained for one year, at the end of which time he returned to Camden, going to work as a clerk in the store of White & Eikenberry, with whom he served for a year and on December 19, 1907, bought a
bakery and grocery in Camden, which he is at present conducting very successfully.
On April 12, 1899, Mr. ^ e n C w a s married to Alartha White, a daughter of James and Eliza (Kennedy) White, the former of whom was born in
Butler county, Ohio, and the latter near Cincinnati, Ohio. James and Eliza
(Kennedy) White were the parents of eight children, seven of whom are
living, one having died in infancy. These children, in the order of their
birth, are: Nellie, wife of Charles AlcFall, who lives in Camden; Ada, wife
of Frank Eikenberry who conducts a furniture store in Camden; Charles
F., a Camden dry-goods merchant; John, resides in Camden; Sarah, resides with her father in Camden; Alartha, wife of the subject of this sketch,
and Frank, who lives in Camden. The mother of these children died in
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July, 1901. The father is a retired farmer and lives in Camden, where he
is honored of all who know him.
To Fred M. and Martha (White) Neff four children have been born,
all of whom are living: Cecil E., born on October 10, 1900, attending
school; Ruth E., born on January 8, 1904; Harry E., born on May 17,
1906, and Helen W., born on August 16, 1909, all lively and interesting
youngsters who are the continual delight of the lives of their good-natured
father, Councilman Neff, and his excellent wife.
Air. Neff claims that it is a distinction to be the only Democrat in the
Neff family, and he has been active in the deliberations of his party in this
county for years. Four years ago he was elected to the Camden city council on the Democratic ticket and his services in that connection are proving
highly satisfactory to his constituents. He is a member of Lodge No. 259,
Knights of Pythias, at Camden and is one of the most earnest boosters for
that order in this section.

JAMES H. BECKETT.
Among the prominent families of Preble county, Ohio, are many which
have been closely identified with the development of the state during both
this and preceding generations. Of these families that of James H. Beckett,
who was born in Butler county, Ohio, but who later made his home in Preble
county, is a typical example.
James H. Beckett was born in Butler county, Ohio, on December 12,
1866, the son of William and Alargaret (Richmond) Beckett. His father
also was born in Butter county on June 20, 1830, and his mother was born
on March 22, 1849, m Indiana. William Beckett was a farmer during the
earlier years of his life, following that calling in Illinois for a period of
about eleven years. He later returned to Butler county, where he worked
as a farmer until the time of his death, on May 30, 1892. His wife died
in 1887.
William Beckett was married in Butler county on December 21,. 1865,
and to him and his wife were born eight children, five of whom are yet
living: James H., the subject of this sketch; Isabel, who died when four
years of age; Dezora, who is engaged in the hardware business at Oxford,
Ohio; Anna, the wife of Chief of Police John Evers, of Middletown, Ohio;
Fanny, who died in childhood; Mary, who died at the age of fifteen; Cliff,
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who is a farmer at Clarksville, Ohio, and Theodore, who is a clerk in his
brother's store, in Oxford, Ohio.
James H. Beckett received a common school education and, at the age
of fourteen commenced "working out" by the month, a form of employment
in which he was engaged for a period of about seven years. On January 15,
1889, he married Bessie Halteman, a daughter of Henry and Alartha (Patterson) Halteman, the former of whom was born in Dayton, Ohio, and
the latter in Ireland. After having lived in Preble county, they moved to
Dayton, where Airs. Halteman died in 1904. Air. Halteman is yet living in
that city.
To James H. and Bessie (Halteman) Beckett were born eight children,
six of whom are yet living: Pearl, now the wife of Leroy Alatix, of Israel
township; Henry, who lives in Israel township; Jennie, who died at the age
of sixteen; Ora, now attending high school at Fairhaven, Ohio; Arthur,
attending school at Fairhaven; Anabelle, who lives at home; Rachel Roberta,
who lives at home, and one child, not named, who died in infancy.
After his marriage Air. Beckett worked by the year for about three
years, and then rented a farm, which he operated for about four years.
At the end of that time he bought a farm of eighty acres in Dixon township,
this county. After four years on that farm he bought a farm of one hundred and twenty-one acres, in section four of Israel township, this county,
where he now lives. He also owns his original farm of eighty acres in
Dixon township. He sold another farm in that township, the latter containing sixty-two acres, thus making his present land holdings total two hundred and one acres. Air. Beckett still follows the business of farming, and
also does an extensive business in the buying and feeding of hogs, cattle
and sheep. In addition to his regular business interests, he is a stockholder
in the Farmers Grain and Supply Company, of Camden, Ohio, and has been
vice-president of the company for two years.
James H. Beckett is a strong supporter of the Democratic party, and
his efforts in behalf of that party have been rewarded by his having been
elected to one term as township trustee of Israel township. While he lived
in Dixon township he served the community as a constable.
Mr. Beckett is a striking example of the self-made men who form
such a solid foundation in the community life of Preble county. Having
started life with no capital except his own native intelligence and industry,
he has prospered through his own efforts until he has become one of the
county's most highly respected and influential citizens.
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EDWARD AIADDOCK.
Preble county, Ohio, owes much of its present prosperity to the high
type of pioneers who laid the foundations of the county during the early years
of last century. Not only did the thrift and industry of those sturdy settlers
determine the early character of the county, but their influence is yet felt
through the many fine qualities of their descendants. The pioneers laid the
foundation of the county, but it fell to the lot of the descendants to so ably
rear the structure of Preble county, and their efforts have been crowned with
a success to which they can well point with pride. Among those who so
capably aided in the working out of the destinies of Preble county the Aladdock family takes high rank, its first representative arriving in the county
early in the preceding century. Through his efforts he established a foothold for the descendants who were to follow him, and laid the cornerstone in
the architecture of a family name which was destined to become one of the
most respected and esteemed in the county.
Edward Aladdock, the subject of this sketch, was born in Israel township, Preble county, Ohio, February 2, 1840, a son of William and Sarah
(Huffman) Aladdock. William Aladdock was born in North Carolina in
1785. When he was quite young his father migrated to Georgia where,
shortly afterward, his mother died. Air. Aladdock's father than followed
the custom so much in vogue at that time and bound his son to Joseph Stubbs,
a Quaker, until he should have reached the age of eighteen. Shortly afterward, owing to a prophecy made by a Quaker preacher to the effect that there
was to be a slave insurrection, a great many Quakers, among whom was the
Stubbs family, migrated north to Ohio, leaving Georgia in 1806. They wintered on Lost creek, in Tennessee, and arrived in Preble county, Ohio, in the
spring of 1807.
When William Maddock was twenty-four years of age he married Hannah Stubbs, a niece of the man to whom he had been bound when a boy.
After his marriage he moved a distance of twelve miles from the Stubbs home
and bought a quarter section of government land, for which he paid two dollars and twenty-five cents an acre. The land was situated in Israel township,
this county, where Mr. Maddock for a time worked for'his neighbors in order
to earn the money with which to pay for his newly-acquired land. He lived
on his farm for sixty-five years.
To William and Hannah (Stubbs) Maddock were born nine children,
Elija, Nathan, Joseph, Elizabeth, Mary Ann, Amos, Louisa, Henry and
Nancy, all of whom are deceased. Mrs. Maddock passed away after twenty-
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two years of married life, and Mr. Aladdock later married Sarah Huffman.
The second union was blessed by seven children, Nancy, the widow of Benjamin F. Gardner, living in Camden, Ohio; Susan (deceased), who was the
wife of William L. Murphy, who died in California in 1914; Edward, the
subject of this sketch; Allen (deceased) ; Elzina, who lives in Camden, Ohio;
Wesley (deceased) and Riley (deceased).
William Aladdock was brought up in the Quaker religion, but he afterward joined the Baptist church. Later, when that branch of the Baptists became identified with the Campbellites, he affiliated with the Alethodist church,
in which faith he became a teacher of the class meetings and prayer meetings.
H e followed the occupation of farming until about 1876, when he retired and
moved to Camden, Ohio. There Airs. Aladdock died Alarch 1, 1878, and
was buried in the Camden cemetery. She was born on October 9, 1809, and
was brought up in the faith of the Baptist church, but later became a Alethodist. After her death Mr. Aladdock moved to Edgar county, Illinois, where
he lived with a son until the time of his death, Alarch 22, 1878. He was
buried in the Wilson grave yard, near Marly Station, Edgar county, Illinois.
Edward Aladdock was married on February 7, 1861, to Alillicent Felton,
a daughter of Edward and Tillitha ( W r i g h t ) Felton. Airs. Aladdock's
father was born in North Carolina and came to this county when he was a
boy fourteen years of age. Her mother was born in Gasper township, this
county, where she and Air. Felton were married. To Air. and Airs. Felton
were born fourteen children, William (deceased), Alillicent, Susan, John,
Sarah Ann (deceased), Leah, Lerton D., Samuel, Nancy, Rachel, Edward,
Caroline, Alonzo, and Alary, the latter of whom died in infancy. Air. Felton
followed the calling of a farmer. Both Air. Felton and his wife are deceased.
T o Edward and Alillicent (Felton) Aladdock were born six children,
Emma, the wife of Oscar Brubaker, of Columbus, Ohio; Anna, the wife of
James H . Reynolds, of this county; Charles, who died at the age of five
months; John, who lives in Israel township, this county; Sarah, the wife of
Elmer Alorton, of Ayrshire, Iowa, and Oscar, who died -at the age of seven
years.
When Air. Maddock started life independently his father gave him eighty
acres of land, to which he has gradually added until his land holdings now
amount to two hundred and forty-eight acres, situated in section 6 of Somers
township, about four miles northwest of Camden.. On the land he has erected
a fine residence, and has made many improvements on the farm as a whole.
H e operates his place as a general farm, but makes a specialty of raising
high-grade stock.
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Mr. Maddock always has been a hard worker and a good farmer and
.still takes active charge of the operation of his large farm. Mr. and Mrs.
Maddock celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in 1911. In politics
Air. Aladdock supports the Republican party, but has never taken any particularly active part in the politics of his community.
Throughout his life Air. Maddock has proved himself a most worthy
representative of the family which was established by his hardy pioneer ancestors. Few men can point to greater achievements in the face of difficulties than those accomplished by Mr. Aladdock and his ancestors. Their success has been gained entirely through their own efforts and perseverance and
without the intervention of any outside, assistance. The result, under such
•circumstances, could be no other than the elevation of the Aladdock family
to a high point in the regard of all residents of Preble county.

JOHN E. BRUCE.
One of the best-known men in Preble county is the gentleman whose
name appears above, a grandson of William Bruce, who laid out the town
of Eaton, this county. It is a distinction of no little consequence to be
descended from such a worthy progenitor as William Bruce, whose name
will live as long as Preble county and the city of Eaton endures, and in
every respect the subject of this sketch merits the distinction conferred upon
him by this worthy ancestor.
John E. Bruce was born in the house where he now lives on January
5, 1847, the son of Hardin and Susanna (Danford) Bruce, the former of
whom was the son of William Bruce, the first settler in Eaton.
Reared on the farm where he now lives, just south of the corporation
of Eaton, John E. Bruce received his education in the public schools of Eaton
and took up farming early in life. On February 20, 1872, he married Ida
M. Mitchell, the daughter of Theodore C. Mitchell, of Logansport, Indiana.
Mrs. Bruce was born in Preble county, Ohio, but her family moved to
Logansport when she was two years old, living there until 1870 when they
returned to this county. She was educated in the public schools of Logansport and the Western College for Women at Oxford, Ohio.
After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce located on the old Bruce
homestead where Mrs. Bruce died on August 20, 1904. She was a kind and
loving wife and a devoted companion to her family. Mrs. Bruce was the

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

8ll

mother of five children, Robert H., who was educated in the public schools
of Eaton, and is unmarried, living at Chicago, Illinois; Horace V., a graduate of the Eaton high school and a student of Ohio State University, married Jeanette Hallanan and is now secretary of the Co-operative Alarket of
New York City; William W., who married Mabel Cail, resides in Eaton;
Ethel, who is a graduate of the Eaton high school, and Frances, both single
and at home.
John E. Bruce owns eighty-eight acres of the old homestead of sixteen
hundred acres entered by William Bruce. In October, 1890, he entered
the dairy business and has been engaged in this business in connection with
farming since that date. Almost all of his dairy cattle are thoroughbred
and registered. Air. Bruce finds a market for all of his products in the city
of Eaton.
The Bruce family are all members of the Presbyterian church at Eaton.
Mr. Bruce is a Republican, but has never taken an active part in the councils
of any party. He is a man who is well and favorably known and is devoted
to his personal and business interests and to the welfare of his family.
The history of the Bruce family, however, would be incomplete unless
it contained the story of the life and career of William Bruce and his descendants. This story, taken from an old history of Preble county, is herewith appended: "A high type of pioneer life and character was exemplified
in William Bruce, the founder of Eaton. He was of Scotch descent and in
him were preserved many of the distinguished and admirable traits of the
people to whom he belonged. His father and five brothers, Highlanders,
came to America during the Scottish rebellion of 1746, and located upon the
waters of the Potomac in Virginia. Here the subject of our sketch was
born on September 20, 1762. When he was nine years old, his father
removed to Redstore, Pennsylvania, near Fort Pitt, now Pittsburgh. Young
William Bruce sought employment and was engaged while a mere boy as a
packer of goods across the mountains. In this vigorous and perilous occupation, he developed that physical vigor and fearlessness, as well as sturdiness of character, which fitted him for the life he was to lead. When of age,
Bruce abandoned the toilsome vocation at which he had served for several
years and with a brother-in-law, immigrated to Kentucky where he settled
in the famous Cane Ridge locality, included in the civil division of the territory now known as Bourbon county. In Kentucky, William Bruce married,
about 1791, Frances Lewis, born in 1771. They immigrated in 1793 to
Warren county, Ohio, and for six years lived near Shakertown. They then
moved into Butler county, Ohio, and from there to Montgomery county,
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from which locality they moved to Eaton, their permanent place of residence, in 1806.
"Prior to this time, Mr. Bruce had prospected for lands along Seven
Mile, and, doubtless, had then conceived the idea of founding a town, for
he purchased three sections or nearly two thousand acres of. land, including
the site of Eaton, the 'Old Garrison' and all the ground between, being led
to this measure very likely because of the general attractions of the lands
and the particularly fine mill site which the falls of the creek afforded. Air.
Bruce built a cabin on the hill south of the site of Eaton, laid out the town
and built a saw and grist mill, which proved of great convenience to the settlers in the surrounding country.
"The village fast gained population under the proprietor's generous
scheme of management and, in a few years, almost entirely through his influence, it excelled in good morals and in true prosperity many of its young
rivals which had better natural advantages. Mr. Bruce made liberal donations of public land for public buildings, churches and schools, and also
gave lots to numbers of settlers, beside encouraging the worthy poor by
various other methods. It is related of him that he seldom took 'toll' for
grinding of the poor man's grist, quantities of flour, meal and other simple
provisions which were in use among the pioneer settlers. He was a very
humane man, kind-hearted and, if such a thing is possible, generous to a
fault. His life was a long and constant exercise of a very unusual energy,
and his labors were given as much to the good of the general public as to
himself or immediate family. With all his earnestness of purpose, his unswerving devotion to the right and scrupulous regard for morality, he was
original in his ideas and refused to be governed by popular opinion, a trait
of independence which gained for him in some quarters the reputation of
being eccentric and in others created positive ill-will.
"He was once a member of the Christian or 'New Light' church, and a
very constant one indeed, with the exception that he could not be persuaded
from the idea that it was not wrong to grind corn on Sunday for the poor
and, in some cases, absolutely destitute settlers. Being remonstrated with
by some members of the church, he withdrew his fellowship. His creed
was that the great practical good to be obtained was superior to the harm
of nominally infringing a law of the church, and he continued to run his
mill down by the Seven Mile on Sundays as well as week days, when there
was a necessity for so doing and the water was high enough. This circumstance served well as an illustration of the character of William Bruce.
He was a plain matter-of-fact man, a utilitarian, very decided in his views,
and direct in giving them expression. He wished to infringe upon the
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rights of no man and would allow no man to infringe upon his. He preferred to do right in his own way and always unostentatiously. His donations were usually accompanied by some provision enjoying the recipient
to perform some work for himself though he secured to the community and
individuals the fullest benefit, both directly and indirectly, of his benevolence.
"Mr. Bruce's sterling traits of character gained and maintained for
him the universal and unqualified respect of the people, a fact that lieevinced when he was made first treasurer of Preble county and in later
years by the number of private trusts reposed on him. The subject of our
sketch was a jovial man of high spirits, enjoyed life and was very fond of
association with his fellowmen. He was good-humored, fond of conversation and a man of far more than ordinary mind. Flis personal appearance
was prepossessing, at once commanding and benign. Air. Bruce died in 1830
and was buried in Mound cemetery, where an appropriate monument, formed
in part of the grinding stones of the old mill, marks his resting place. Airs.
Bruce's death occurred prior to that of her husband, in 1827.
"This pair of pioneers were the parents of nine children, nearly all of
whom grew to maturity and reared families, whose members have, as a
precious legacy, the good name and fame of the patriarch, William Bruce.
George, who for the past fifty-three years has lived in Indianapolis, Indiana;
Washington, who married Sarah Redmond; and James, residents of Preble
county; Hannah, the eldest of the family, married Jacob Spacht: Charles,
the second child born January 15, 1796, married Eliza Lease; Hardin was
born July 1, 1798, and married for his first wife Jane Cook and for his
second wife Susannah Dan forth (Swihart). Alary, familiarly called Polly,
was first married to James Holliday and after his death to Levin T. AlcCabe.
George, born July 27, 1802, married "Dove Regan; John L., born in 1809;
James and Alexander, twins, were born April 15, 1815. The latter died in
infancy and the former is now living in Washington township."
Charles Bruce was the father of nine children, George, deceased, formerly a physician in Winchester, Indiana; Airs. Jerusha Alorgan, of Eaton;
William, deceased; William C , deceased; Airs. Melvina Curry, deceased;
Mrs. Mary Danford, deceased; Mrs. Josephine Williams, of Cardington,
Ohio; Mrs. Julia Minor, of Eaton, and John H., of Cardington, Ohio.
Hardin Bruce had several children by his first wife, of whom Mrs.
Margaret A. Redmond (deceased), of Cynthiana, Kentucky, is one. By
his second wife there were John Ervin, Mrs. Mary Deem, Mrs. Frances
Deem, deceased; Mrs. Catherine Brouse, deceased; Emma and Mrs. Laura
Sayre.
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ASA R. AlORROW.
The oft-repeated statement that a man can make himself what he will
has been exemplified many times in the history of Preble county, where many
of the present citizens have descended from pioneers, or have struck out for
themselves as early settlers of the county. Probably one of the best examples of this type of solid citizens is Asa R. Morrow, of Somers township,
this county, who started life with a capital of fifty dollars and through his
own efforts gained and developed his present farm of one hundred and seventy-four acres, on which he has spent over eighteen hundred dollars in improvements.
Asa R. Alorrow was bora in Preble county, Ohio, April i, 1870, the
son of Samuel and Alary Jane (Newton) Alorrow, the former of whom
was born in Pennsylvania and the latter in this county. Samuel Alorrow
was a farmer in Somers township, this county, and followed that calling
until his death in 1886. His wife was twice married, her first husband
having been Joseph Craig. By her first marriage she had three children,
Charles, who lives in Camden, Ohio; Sarah, who is the wife of Robert
L. Patterson of Somers township, this county, and Miranda, who is the
wife of Wilson Pollett, of Richmond, Indiana. To Mr. and Airs. Samuel
Alorrow were born five children, Isaac, who lives in Israel township, this
county; Emma, who lives in Hamilton, Ohio; Asa R., the subject of this
sketch; James F., who lives in Indiana, and Lucy, the wife of Clem AlcFall,
of Hamilton, Ohio. Mrs. Morrow died about 1877.
Asa R. Morrow received a common-school education and, at the age
of twenty-one, was employed by A. C. Prugh, for whom he worked by the
month as a fannhand. After having been employed by Air. Prugh for two
years, Mr. Morrow, on July 24, 1892, married Georgiana Decker, the
daughter of Joseph and Amanda (Riggs) Decker, to which union have been
born six children, four of whom are living, Clayton, Clyde, Myrtle I. and
Robert A. The two other children died at an early age.
After his marriage Mr. Morrow continued to work as a farmhand for
two years, at the end of which time he rented a farm, which he operated
for eleven years. In 1906 he bought the farm which he now owns. It
is southwest of Camden, and contains one hundred and seventy-four acres.
Mr. Morrow commenced immediately to develop his farm and to make it
one of the best in his community. In that effort he has expended over
eighteen hundred dollars since he first purchased the property, having, among
other things, remodeled the house, making it a fine residence, built a large
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barn and a silo. He centralizes his farming business about the raising
and breeding of full-blooded Jersey cattle and Duroc-Jersey hogs.
Mr. Morrow is an ardent supporter of the Republican party and his
support of the same has been recognized and rewarded by his election toseveral local offices, in all of which he has always given the greatest satisfaction to his party and his neighbors.
He is now serving his fourth year
as trustee of Somers township, and was a member of the school board,
which latter office he also held for four years.
As a citizen and a neighbor Air. Alorrow enjoys the deepest respect
and esteem of all the residents of his community. He is also accorded that
regard which must always be the portion of the man who has, single-handed,
except for the most able help of his wife and family, forced his way upward
through all obstacles until he was ultimately successful in achieving his
ambitions and gaining his well-deserved success.

DANIEL AI. BROWER.
The people who constitute the bone and sinew of this country are not
those who are unstable and unsettled, who fly from one occupation to another, who do not know how to vote until they are told, and who take no
active or intelligent interest in the civic affairs of their communities. The
backbone of this country is made up of the families who have established
their homes, who are alive to the best interests of the community in which
they live, who attend to their own business in preference to the affairs of
others, and who work on steadily from day to day, taking the sunshine
with the storm, and who rear a splendid family in habits of honest living.
Such people are always welcome in any community. They are the wealth
producers, and Preble county is fortunate in being blessed with many of
them, among whom is Daniel M. Brower, a farmer living on Rural Route
No. 4, out of Eaton, and who is the proprietor of "East View Farm."
Daniel M. Brower was born in Gasper township, Preble county, Ohio,
August 4, 1848, the son of John and Elizabeth (Sharkey) Brower, both of
whom were born in Franklin county, Virginia, who came with their respective parents to Preble county, where both grew to maturity, and where they
were married, j John Brower lived, until his death in 1901, on a farm adjoining that which is now owned by Daniel M. Brower. His widow is still
living on the old home farm. She was born in December, 1827.
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John Brower and wife were the parents of four children, all of whom
are deceased with the exception of Daniel AI. Delilah was the wife of
John Bonner, and died in 1906. William H. married Brookie Harshman,
and died in 1912. Marcus married Ollie Alay, and died in 1912.
Daniel AI. Brower spent his early life in Gasper township, on the farm
adjoining that on which he is now living. He was educated in the district
schools of his home neighborhood, and remained at home until he was
married, in June, 1884. to Dora Hildebolt, who died in 1892, leaving two
children. Vera and Orva. Vera is the wife of Walter Shaw, and lives in
Preble county. Orva is the wife of Glenn AI. Spacht, and lives at Dayton,
Ohio. In June, 1894, Air. Brower married, secondly, Emma Clark, to which
second union no children have been born.
Air. Brower is a prosperous farmer and is the owner of ninety-five
acres of splendid land, four and one-half miles southwest of Eaton. He is
an adherent of the Democratic party and has been highly honored by the
people of his township who, thirteen years ago, elected him to the office of
township trustee, to which office he has been re-elected in each succeeding
election, which fact alone attests to his wise administration of the duties
of this office. He is also a school director of his township. Mr. Brower is,
in every respect, an honorable citizen and highly esteemed in the community
where he lives.

REV J O S E P H M. HYLAND.
One of the most popular men in Eaton, Preble county, Ohio, is the
pastor of the Church of the Visitation, Rev. Joseph M. Hyland. Father
Hyland has not been in Eaton a long time, but he has greatly endeared
himself to the membership of the parish of which he is the pastor. Father
Hyland is a devout, learned, genial and public spirited churchman and
citizen.
Joseph M. Hyland was born in Ossining, New York, July 19, 1867, the
son of James and Mary (Sullivan) Hyland, natives of Ireland, the former
of County Limerick, and the latter of County Longford. James Hyland
came to America at the age of seventeen, locating in Ossining. At the outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted for service in a New York regiment and
served throughout the war, taking part in many of the important battles of
that great struggle. After the close of the war he returned to Ossining,
married and engaged in the livery business. He is still a resident of that
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city, although retired from active life. His wife died in 1906 at the age
of fifty-eight. Both were devout members of the Catholic church.
The paternal grandparents of Father Hyland were ATartin and Ellen
Hyland, both natives of Ireland, who came to America and settled in Ossining, New York, where both died, he at the age of forty, and she at the
advanced age of seventy. They were the parents of four children. James,
Patrick, John and Catherine. The maternal grandparents of Father Hyland never left their native land of Ireland, dying there many years ago.
They had two children, Mary and Margaret.
Rev. Joseph AI. Hyland was reared in Ossining, New York, and attended the public schools in that place. At the age of seventeen he entered
Notre Dame University, at South Bend, Indiana, where he took the full
classical course. H e then went to Mount St. Alary's Seminary, at Cincinnati, Ohio, and there took the philosophical and theological courses, and was
ordained to the priesthood in June, 1894.
After his ordination, Father Hyland was appointed assistant priest at
the cathedral in Cincinnati, in July, 1894, and remained there until September, 1895, when he was appointed pastor of St. Martin's church in Brown
county, Ohio, remaining with that church until January, 1898, at which
time he was appointed pastor of the church at South Charleston, Ohio. His
next charge was the parish of St. Alary's, at Hamilton, Ohio, and in February, 1911, he was transferred to Eaton as pastor of the Church of the Visitation, and is still serving in that pastorate. H e also has charge of St.
John's church at New Paris. The Eaton church has a membership of
eighty-one families, while the church at New Paris has a membership of
twenty-two families.
The original church at Eaton was a frame residence occupied by the
priest during the time of the Civil W a r . The first resident priest was
Father William Daly. The present brick church building was erected and
dedicated in 1878.
Father Hyland, since coming to Eaton, has taken a worthy interest in
all public enterprises and is popular among all classes of people without
regard to politics or creed. H e is devoted to the common good and even
in circles outside his parish the influence of his ardent Christian spirit and
engaging personality are felt, his service as pastor in the community to
which he is attached having proved helpful to many who are not members
of his flock, in consequence of which he enjoys the highest esteem and the
most respectful consideration of the entire community.
(52)
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WILLIAM O. MORRIS.
William O. Morris is one of that earnest band of agriculturists who give
Preble county a distinguished position agriculturally among the other counties
of Ohio, and is doing well his share, by the use of intelligence and perspicacity, to elevate the standard of farm work and to add dignity to the
councils of the civic body.
Born in Union county, Indiana, on May 13, 1867, Mr. Alorris is the
son of Mahlon and Charlotte (Freeland) Morris, and one of a family of
six children, namely: Cora, deceased; Fannie, who lives in Aladison county,
Indiana; Emma, the wife of W. H. Wilkins, also lives in Aladison county;
Nora, deceased; Gilbert A., who lives in Alarion, Indiana, and William O.,
the subject of this sketch.
£r» QC , H
The paternal grandfather of William O. Morris was Maiden Alorris,
who married Nancy Closser. They were both natives of Pennsylvania, and,
coming to Ohio, located near Dayton, and later went to Union county, Indiana, where they spent the rest of their lives. They were the parents of ten
children. After the death of Mahlon Alorris, his widow remarried and became the mother of six other children. One of her sixteen children, James
K. P. Alorris, is still living and resides in Elk City, Kansas.
Mahlon Morris, the father of William, was reared in Union county,
while his wife was reared in Franklin county, Indiana. They married and
located in Union county, Indiana, where they spent their lives. Alahlon
Morris was active in the ranks of the Republican party. He died in College
Corner, Indiana, in March, 1914.
Reared as a farmer boy in Union county, Indiana, William Morris was
educated in the district schools and in the Central Normal College, at Ladoga,
Indiana. He went to Colorado, in which state he spent some time working
at the carpenter's trade and at railroading. He returned to Union county,
Indiana, and began farming. On September 20, 1906, he bought the farm
of one hundred and twenty acres of fertile land, located in section 14 of
Dixon township, this county, on which he now lives.
On January 27, 1891, MrJ Morris married Julia Riggs, who was born in
Eaton, Ohio, the daughter of Eli and Emma Riggs, the former of whom is
a resident of College Corner, Indiana. To this union two children were
born, Clarence C , born on February 6, 1892, who was graduated from the
common schools and lives at home, and Charlotte, born on March 8, 1902.
Mr. Morris is a member of Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, of which he is a past noble grand. He represented the
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grand
lodge of Indiana when he lived in College Corner. Politically, he is
b
a Republican and is the trustee of Dixon township, an office the duties of
which he is administering faithfully and well. Air. Alorris is widely and
favorably known because of his genial nature and sterling character and is
held in the highest regard throughout that section of the county.

WILLIAM H. THOMAS.
Great credit is due that man who, under discouraging circumstances,
wins his way to the top by sheer courage and ability, as did William H.
Thomas. A comparatively poor boy, Mr. Thomas early decided to make
his life a success, and, with this in mind, manfully met each difficulty and
overcame it. He now owns one hundred and eighteen acres of fertile, wellimproved land five and one-half miles southwest of Eaton, Ohio.
William Thomas was born in Carroll county, Maryland, on December
10, 1849, the son of Henry and Magdalena (Beard) Thomas, who were
reared and educated in Germany, coming tom America before marriage, and
settling in Alaryland, where they were married. In the fall of 1864 they
came to Preble county, Ohio. Henry Thomas served three years in the
Union army during the Civil War, two of his sons also being enlisted. The
eldest son, John, was killed in the war. William H. Thomas is one of a
family of nine children, of whom but two are now living, the subject of this
sketch and Mary, who married August Schwedtfeger, of Dayton, Ohio.
Coming with his father to Preble county, William H. Thomas went
to work by the month at the age of twelve years, his wages going to the
support of his family until his marriage. Accordingly, his education was
neglected, although he obtained a meager schooling in subscription schools.
That he was undaunted by these difficulties is proof of the high courage
which actuated him.
On January 24, 1867, Mr. Thomas married Maria C. Duggins, the
daughter of Benjamin and Jane (Hunter) Duggins, who was born on January 7, 1847, m Preble county. Benjamin Duggins was born in Washington
township, this county, near Eaton, on February 5, 1819, the son of William
A. Duggins. Jane Hunter also was born in Preble county. To Benjamin
Duggins and his wife were born twelve children, but three of whom are
now living, Sallie, the wife of.William E. Kinsey, of Eaton, Ohio; Emma
D., the wife of Sevier Booker, and Maria C , who married Mr. Thomas.
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To Mr. Thomas and wife were born the following children: Emma
J., the wife of James E. Potter; Benjamin H. married Nettie Dillman and
lives in Dixon township; Sallie is the wife of George Holman, of Eaton,
Ohio; Luvena is unmarried and lives in Dayton, Ohio; Minnie married
William Miles; John F. is single and lives in Dayton, Ohio; William J.
is single and lives in Dixon township, and James E. married Alary E. Koontz.
In his political belief Air. Thomas is in sympathy with the Republican
party. He is an unassuming man who is devoted to his family and who
finds his chief pleasure in life to be the planting, cultivating and reaping
of his crops, and the raising of his fine, well-groomed cattle. Industrious,
public-spirited, and conscientious, Mr. Thomas is a gentleman whose life is
well worthy of emulation.

ELA1ER E. DUGGINS.
The prosperity of Preble county increases or lessens in exact proportion
to the prosperity of her farmers, as agriculture is the foundation of the
county's commercial structure, as it is of all commerce. Therefore the county
is proud to include among her citizens such men as Elmer E. Duggins, who
are not only intelligent and progressive farmers, but public-spirited men, who
hold the common welfare close to their hearts.
The birth of Elmer Duggins occurred on the farm where his son now
lives, in Dixon township, Preble county, on June 14, 1861, the son of William
N. and Sarah (Runyan) Duggins, the former of whom was born in Washington township, Preble county, the son of William Duggins. Sarah Runyan was born in Gasper township, this county, the daughter of Robert Runyan. The father of Elmer Duggins was also the father of five other children, James H., who lives in Hamilton county; William T., a barber of the
same county; Mary is the wife of Finler Kincade, and lives on a Washington
township farm; Robert I. is a retired farmer of South Whitney, Indiana,
and Cora married John A. Bailey, of Dixon township.
Reared on the home farm and educated in the schools of Dixon township, Elmer Duggins was unconsciously developing a love of rural life which
well fitted him to engage in farming for himself. He lived at home until he
was twenty-one years of age, at which time he began farming for himself,
and now owns a fine farm of one hundred and fifty-six acres in Dixon township, this county, on which he raises general crops.
In 1880 Mr. Duggins married Georgie M. Kelley, a daughter of Frank
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and Ella ( R y a n ) Kelley. She was reared on her father's farm in this county
and was educated in the district schools. Her father lives on a place of
eighty-two and one-half acres, and is a general farmer and stock raiser. To
the union of Air. Duggins and Georgie Kelley were born two children, Josie,
who is the wife of Hilbert Oler, an agriculturist of Gasper township, and
Victor E., who married Jennie Burkett and lives on a farm in Dixon township.
Mr. Duggins is a member of Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias, and
he and his wife are both members of the Rathbone Sisters. Air. Duggins is
a Republican, though he is not a politician and has never sought office, preferring to give his whole attention to his work. H e is intelligent, well-informed, and socially inclined. Always willing to oblige, Air. Duggins has
earned a well-merited popularity in the community in which he lives.

F R A N C I S A. M I T C H E L L .
No farmer in Washington township, Preble county, Ohio, is more
highly respected than Francis A. Mitchell, who, by dint of long and hard toil
and careful, frugal management, has acquired a substantial competence and
is respected for his splendid character and is admired for the success he has
achieved in life.
Francis A. Mitchell was born on October 30, 1866, in Washington township, the son of Lewis and Catherine (Hunsicker) Mitchell. Lewis Mitchell
was born near Camden, Ohio, the son of Nathan Mitchell, who was a native
of Maryland. Catherine Hunsicker was born in Preble county, Ohio, the
daughter of George Hunsicker, who was a native of Pennsylvania.
Lewis Mitchell was married in Hamilton, Ohio, and lives on a farm.
H e was a bookkeeper in his younger days at Camden, Ohio, and a teacher in
the country schools. H e also was a justice of the peace for a great many
years. H e was not a man who possessed a great amount of property, but
was active in the community in which he lived and was an influential citizen,
especially in political matters and in the church of which he was a member.
In every sense he was an honorable and upright man. H e and his wife were
the parents of nine children, six of whom are living, Laura, the wife of
Isaiah C. Price, of Eaton, Ohio; T. W., of Washington township, this county;
Ella, the wife of John D. Beard, of Dayton, Ohio; William C , of Hamilton,
Ohio, and Charles, of Elwood, Indiana.
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Francis A. Mitchell was reared on a farm in Preble county. His education was neglected on account of defective eyes. At the age of thirteen he
began working for himself by the month. He gave his parents all his wages
until he was nineteen years old. After that he saved his money until, at the
age of twenty-eight, he had two hundred dollars.
Francis A. Mitchell was married on March 8, 1896, to Lizzie Sanders,
who was born in Wayne county, Indiana, November 12, 1869, a daughter of
Henry and Hannah (Heinzelman) Sanders, both of whom were born in
Germany and both of whom are still living. Henry Sanders was born on
June 17, 1830. He and his wife were the parents of ten children, John,
George, Lizzie, Minnie, August, Henry, Edward, Walter, Homer and
Lawrence.
To Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell one son has been born, Robert S., born July
9, 1897, who was graduated from the common schools and lives at home,
where he assists on the farm.
In 1911 Mr. Alitchell built a splendid modern house and now has a
beautiful home, equipped with every modern convenience. He has a farm
of eighty acres and is engaged in general farming. Mr. Mitchell is a Republican. His wife is a member of the Concord Christian church in Dixon
township. Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell are popular in the community where they
live and are among its most influential and respected citizens.

GEORGE W. HARDIN.
Among the highly respected citizens of Washington township, Preble
county, Ohio, during his time, and among the most successful farmers of
that township was the late George W. Hardin. Although not a native of
Preble county, Mr. Hardin spent most of his life here, where he lived a highminded and honorable life, devoted primarily to the interests of his family,
but at no time unmindful of his duties to his neighbors and fellow citizens.
The late George W. Hardin was born in Butler county, Ohio, January
31, 1866, the son of J. G. and Alary (Hadley) Hardin, and died at his home,
three and one-half miles southwest of Eaton, this county, on March 6, 1915,
and is buried in the Eaton cemetery. J. G. Hardin was born in Butler county,
Ohio, January 14, 1842, and died May 27, 1894, in Butler county. He was
the son of James and Susan (Withrow) Hardin. J. G. Hardin's wife was
a daughter of Elias and Lucinda (Carter) Hadley, and was born in Hend-
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ricks county, Indiana, September 16, 1844. She is now a resident of Richmond, Indiana, and was the mother of four children: Clara, the wife of
Jerre Truster, who is a resident of Butler county, Ohio; the late George W.,
the immediate subject of this review; Lucinda, the wife of R. T. Finlay, who
lives in Butler county, Ohio, and Lee, who is unmarried.
George W. Hardin was reared on a farm in Butler county, Ohio, and
received his education in the common schools of that county. He remained
at home until he was twenty-five years of age, assisting his father with the
farm work, and in this way learned all the rudiments of successful farming,
which calling he chose as his life work.
Mr. Hardin was married on December 14, 1892, to Catherine D. Conarroe, the daughter of Robert and Margaret (Williams) Conarroe. Her
father was born in Butler county, Ohio, near Judsonburg, in 1838, and came
to this county, locating at Camden, where he married. He later located in
Cambridge City, Indiana, where he remained for two years, after which he
returned to Camden, remaining in the latter place several years, at the end
of which time he went west to Missouri, returning from that state about
1904, and died on September 12, 1912. His widow is still living in Washington township, this county. Robert Conarroe was one of the finest
mechanics of his day, and it is said that he could make anything out of wood
or iron. He had in his possession some of the best tools known in his day
and was an adept in the use of them. He and his wife were the parents of
three children: Anna, the wife of Walter Summers, now living in Missouri;
William E., a mechanic living in Washington township in this county, and
Airs. Hardin, the widow of the subject of this memorial tribute.
The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Hardin, Robert and Elizabeth
(Tracy) Williams, were both natives of Maryland, who came to Ohio in an
early day and located in Camden, where they spent the remainder of their
lives. Her paternal grandparents were Caleb and Anna (Carter) Conarroe,
both of whom died in Camden, Ohio. Mrs. Hardin was educated in the
common schools of Bellville, Illinois, finishing in the high school of that place,
and for some time was engaged in teaching.
To George W. and Catherine D. (Conarroe) Hardin one child was
born, Clyde L., who was born on September 2, 1894. He was graduated
from the Eaton high school with the class of 1913, being president of the
class, and lives at home with his mother on the home farm in Washington
township.
Mr. Hardin was an active member of the Methodist Episcopal church
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Airs. Hardin also is an earnest member of the church and takes an active
part in the work of the Ladies' Aid Society- of the church. Air. Hardin was
an ardent Republican and ever took an active interest in public affairs in this
county. Fie served five years as superintendent of the Preble county children's home, and Airs. Hardin, during this same period, was matron of the
home.

HENRY SANDERS.
Those citizens of German birth who served in the Union army during
the Civil War rendered an invaluable service, as they were of good physique,
brave, and, most important of all, many of them had served in the German
army and were thus enabled to act as drill masters. One of these patriots
was Henry Sanders, who came to America in 1858, landing at New York,
the trip from Hamburg to New York consuming forty-five days. He worked
in a saw-mill until the war broke out, when he enlisted in Company K, Sixth
Alaryland Volunteer Infantry, and was in the Army of the Potomac, serving
till the end of the war.
Henry Sanders was born in eastern Prussia on June 17, 1830, his parents being John and Margaret (Sember) Sanders, who were life-long residents of Germany, and were the parents of eleven children, of whom Henry
alone came to America. As a boy Henry Sanders attended the schools of
Germany, also learning the dyeing trade, making colored patterns on calicoes,
linens, and other cloths. He was three years in learning this trade, at which
he worked four years in Germany. He also served four years in the army,
coming to America after being discharged. During his service in the Civil
War he was wounded in the right leg, above the knee, during the battle at
Fisher Hill, and, being disabled, was discharged on May 25, 1865. He now
receives a monthly pension of thirty dollars.
After the war Henry Sanders returned to Pennsylvania, where he worked
as a farm hand for several years. After marriage he moved to Richmond,
Indiana, and then to Union county, where he began farming. Coming to
Preble county in 1883, he bought fifty acres of the farm on which he now
lives, afterward buying an additional thirty acres. This land is fertile and
well improved and Mr. Sanders applies modern ideas to its cultivation.
On November 13, 1864, Henry Sanders married Hannah Heinzelman,
whose father and mother were of German birth. Ten children have been
born to this union, one of whom died at the age of four, the others being.
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George; Lizzie, the wife of Frank Mitchell; Minnie, the wife of Lee Larsh,
of Dixon township; August, who married Flora Aliller and lives in Dixon
township; Henry, who married Eva Druly and also lives in Dixon township;
Edward, who farms the home place; Walter; Homer, a painter, and Lawrence. The four last named are single.
Air. and Airs. Sanders are members of the Lutheran church. Air. Sanders is a Democrat. He is honest, upright and enterprising and is regarded
as among the foremost men in his part of the county.

WILLIAAI HUBER.
The Union soldiers during the great war between the states builded more
wisely than they knew. Through four years of suffering and hardships,
through the horrors of imprisonment and the shadow of death, they laid the
superstructure of the greatest temple ever dedicated to human freedom. The
world looked on and called those soldiers sublime, for it was theirs to reach
out the mighty arm of power and strike the chains from off the slave, to
preserve the country from dissolution and to unfurl to the breeze the only
flag that ever made tyrants tremble. For all their unmeasured deeds, the
living present can never repay them. Pensions and political power may be
thrown at their feet; art and sculpture may preserve upon canvas and in
granite and bronze their unselfish deeds; history may commit to books, and
cold type may give to the future the tales of their sufferings and triumphs,
but to the children of the generations yet unborn it must remain to accord
the full measure of appreciation and undying remembrance of the immortal
characters carved out by the American soldiers in the dark days of the early
sixties, numbered among whom was William Huber, who served in Company
A, One Hundred and Sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and who was in active
service until the close of the war, except during two weeks when he was a
prisoner in the hands of the enemy.
William Huber, a highly respected farmer and citizen of Washington
township, Preble county, Ohio, was born in Cincinnati, January 10, 1846,
the son of William and Sybilla (Bosense) Huber. William Huber, Sr.,
was born in Germany and came to the United States at the age of eighteen.
He went directly to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was engaged in operating a
tannery, he being one of the partners in the business, and spent the rest of his
lifo Hiprp

TTic wifp ^vhilla Knsensp. was born in France and came to the
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United States, locating in Cincinnati, where she grew to womanhood and
was married. To her union with William Huber, Sr., nine children were
born, those now living being, William, Jr., the subject of this sketch; Catharine, the wife of Henry Neideraur; Mary, the widow of Andrew Schwartz,
of Columbus, Ohio; Charles, of Columbus, Ohio; Henry, of Texas, and
Toney A., also of Columbus, Ohio.
William Huber, Jr., was reared in Cincinnati, Ohio, and learned the
tanner's trade there. He enlisted in the Civil War in Company A, One
Hundred and Sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was out until the close
of the war, but was taken prisoner near the close and held for two weeks.
After the war he came back to Cincinnati and resumed work at his trade.
At Evansville, Indiana, on Alay 14, 1869, William Huber was married
to Catharine Aloser, who was born in Pennsylvania and was the adopted
daughter of a Air. Aloser. To Mr. and Mrs. Huber were born fourteen
children, nine of whom are living: Edward, of Newport, Kentucky; Alamie,
who lives at home; Walter, of Eaton, Ohio; Sybilla, the wife of James
Beatty, of Eaton, Ohio; Jeannette, the wife of Ollie Bailey, of Detroit,
Alichigan: Carl, of St. Paul, Alinnesota; Anna, the wife of John Quinn, of
Eaton, Ohio; Bessie, the wife of Grover Dunlap, of Lewisville, Indiana; and
Robert, who is at home. Mr. and Mrs. Huber also reared Clara Lease, who
married Earl Kuntz. Mrs. Huber died on September 1, 1910.
Air. Huber is a Republican and has been active for a long time in the
councils of his party. He is a man of rather wide influence and his counsel
is much sought. Mr. Huber is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic post at Eaton, Ohio, and of the Methodist Episcopal church at Cincinnati, Ohio. He is the owner of a fine home and a farm of one hundred
acres.

THOMAS O'LEARY.
Specific mention is made in the following paragraphs of one of the
worthy citizens of Preble county, Ohio, who has figured in the growth and
development of the educational and agricultural interests of this favored
locality and whose interests have been identified with its progress, contributing in a definite measure in his particular sphere of action to the well-being
of the community in which he resides and to the advancement of its normal
and legitimate growth. Earnest purpose and tireless energy, combined with
good judgment and everyday common-sense, have been among his most
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common characteristics and he has merited the respect and esteem which are
accorded him by all who know him.
Thomas O'Leary, who successfully conducts a well-improved farm in
Gasper township, is a native of Preble county, having been born in Dixon
township, March 25, 1875. His parents, Cornelius and Alary (Kearney)
0 : Leary, were natives of Ireland, whence they came to the United States,
locating at Cincinnati, Ohio, where they were married. About 1867 they
came to Preble county, locating in Dixon township, where they lived for a
number of years and then, in 1885, moved to Washington township, where
they resided the remainder of their lives. Cornelius O'Leary was entitled
to great credit -for the progress he made in material affairs, for when he
landed in Cincinnati he was entirely without funds, but, by dint of persistent
energy and sound judgment, he acquired a comfortable home for himself
and family. To himself and wife were born four children, three of whom
are now living, Prof. John O'Leary, superintendent of the Eaton public
schools; a sister, Ella, who married John Lally, of Union City, Indiana,
and Thomas, the immediate subject of this sketch.
Thomas O'Leary was educated partly in Dixon and partly in Washington townships, this county, receiving his education in the district schools
and the high school at Eaton, where he was graduated in 1895. He thereafter followed the pedagogical profession for ten terms, being successfully
engaged in teaching in the public schools of his home county, acquiring an
excellent reputation as an efficient and popular teacher. After his marriage
in 1905, Mr. O'Leary lived one year in Dixon township and in 1906 moved
to Gasper township, where he has since resided. He is the owner of the
southwest quarter of section 28 in that township and has a well-improved
and well-drained farm, which is numbered among the best agricultural tracts
of that locality. Mr. O'Leary gives proper attention to the rotation of
crops and other up-to-date ideas conducive to successful agriculture and is
numbered among the intelligent and progressive farmers of Preble county.
He also gives considerable attention to the raising of live stock, which he
has found a profitable source of income. He is well-informed in every phase
of agriculture and gives thoughtful direction to his work.
In February, 1905, Thomas O'Leary was united in marriage to Jennie
Weadick, a daughter of Thomas and Alary A. (Yost) Weadick, and to this
union have been born three children, Martha, Mary and Joseph.
Air. O'Leary is allied with the Republican party and takes an intelligent
interest in public affairs, though not aspiring to office for himself. He and
t h p m p m l i p r e n f hie f a m i l v a r p arlhprpnte n f t h p C a t h n l i r - rhnrr>h of 1?i+,-n-i
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Because of his friendly manner, business ability, interest in public affairs
and upright living Air. O'Leary is regarded by all as one of the substantial
and worthy citizens of Preble county and enjoys a large and favorable acquaintance.

EDWARD F. WRIGHT.
Edward F. Wright is a farmer of Gasper township, Preble county,
Ohio, who has figured in the growth and development of the agricultural
interests of his locality and whose interests have always been identified
with its progress. In his particular sphere he has contributed a definite
measure to the well-being of the community in which he resides and to the
advancement of its normal and legitimate growth. Earnest purpose and
tireless energy, combined with mature judgment and everyday common
sense have been among his most prominent characteristics. He thoroughly
merits the respect and esteem accorded him by the people of Gasper township.
Edward F. Wright was born on February 25, 1850, in Gasper township, Preble county, Ohio, the son of Samuel and Alargaret (Runyan)
Wright, the former a native of Preble county and the son of Samuel
Wright, Sr., who came to the United States from Ireland and who, after
coining to this country, lived in Gasper township, this county, the remainder
of his life. Margaret Runyan was a native of Kentucky, who came to
Preble county with her parents, Richard Runyan and wife, who lived in
Preble county for many years.
Samuel Wright, Jr., the father of Edward F., was married in Preble
county and was the father of nine children, William, born on November
12, 1841, who lives with Edward F.; Samuel, who was married on April
16, 1840, and died on May II, 1886; Tabitha J., the wife of Jacob Studebaker; Pauline Ann, the widow of William Girten; Benjamin F., who
married Sarah Miller, of California, and resides in that state; Edward F.,
whose history is here presented; Sallie, the wife of C. T. Wilkerson, and
Elmer E., James A. and Mary T., the last three named of whom are deceased. The Wrights are earnest Alethodists and their children were brought
up in that faith.
Edward F. Wright was reared on a farm in Gasper township and
was educated in the common schools, remaining at home with his father
until he was twenty-one years old. He then began farming and lived on
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the home place for one year, working by the month. After this he farmed
for himself for one year and was then married.
Air. Wright was married on September 15, 1875, to Alaggie AIcDonald,
who was born in Gasper township, this county. To this union three sons
were born, Charles S., born on June 5, 1878, who is married and lives in
Dayton, Ohio; Alonzo, born on February 15, 1880, who also is married, and
Everett E., born November 18, 1882, who is married and lives in
Lanier township.
The mother of these children died on October 4,
1885, and on November 4, 1888, Air. Wright married, secondly.
Alary A. Watson, who was born in Jay county, Indiana, June
27, 1863, the daughter of George B. and Catherine (Hoover) Watson.
Airs. Watson is still living at Portland, Indiana, but her husband died in
1898 in that city.
George B. Watson was born in Vermont, August 30, i S'i 8, and came
west when a young man, locating at Richmond, Indiana. He was employed
in the woolen mills at Richmond and was married there in 1841. He purchased eighty acres of land in Jay county, Indiana, in 1842, all of which
was woods. H e cleared a spot and built a cabin four miles northwest of
Portland, then a village of six or seven houses. H e and his wife lived on
this farm until 1881, in which year they moved to Portland, where he died
in 1898. His wife was born on June 12, 1823. Air. and Airs. Watson were
the parents of nine children, five of whom are still living, Sarah, the wife
of Samuel Carson; Ernest, who married Rebecca Collett; George W., who
is unmarried and lives at home; Alary A., the wife of Air. Wright, and
Airs. J: B. Gibson, of Cincinnati, Ohio. .The four deceased children were
Abigail, Ira, Ella and Francis. The Watsons were prominent members of
the Friends church in their community.
T o Edward F. Wright, by his second marriage, two children were
born, Eula M., born on February 26, 1892, who is at home, and Clara O..
born on Alarch 17, 1896, who was graduated from the Eaton high school
in 1913 and is a teacher in Twin township, this county.
The Wright family are all members of church and active in church
affairs. Air. W r i g h t is a Republican and for years has been active in local
politics. H e has been the justice of the peace in Gasper township for about
eight years.
Mr. Wright is a substantial citizen in the locality where he lives. H e
owns seventy-five acres of land, which he has acquired by his own labor. It
is a good farm and located on the Franklin road, three miles southeast of
Eaton, Ohio.
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DAVID AI. KING.
Agriculture has been an honorable vocation since the earliest ages and,
as a usual thing, men of honorable and humane impulses as well as those of
energy and thrift have been patrons of husbandry. The free out-of-door life
of the farm has a decided tendency to foster and develop that independence
of mind and self-reliance which characterize true manhood. No truer blessing can befall a boy than to be reared in close touch with nature in the healthful, life-inspiring labor of the field. From the fruitful soil has sprung the
bone and sinew of the country and the majority of our nation's great warriors, renowned statesmen and distinguished men of tetters were born on the
farm and are indebted largely to its early influence for the distinction which
they have attained. Many of the prominent citizens of Preble county not
only derive their sustenance from the soil, but the healthful out-door life and
vigorous toil have made them leaders among men. Among these respected
farmers of Preble county is David AI. King, of Washington township.
David M. King was born near Palestine, Darke county, Ohio, July 22,
1870, the son of C. C. and Barbara (Lavengood) King. His mother was
born in Darke county, Ohio, the daughter of Peter and Peggy (Peck) Lavengood. The great-grandparents on both sides of Airs. King's family were natives of Germany.
C. C. King was born in Maryland and, when a mere lad, both his parents
died and he was taken by John Bowman to be reared. He came with the
Bowman family to Ohio when he was six years old and grew up on a farm,
receiving his education in the district schools. Mr. King married Barbara
Lavengood and settled in Madison township, Darke county, Ohio, where he
spent the rest of his life, his death occurring in 1895. His widow is now a
resident of Darke county, this state. C. C. and Barbara (Lavengood) King
were the parents of Elvina, the widow of Lloyd Akins, lives in Darke county;
Henry, who married Phoebe Near, is a farmer in Arkansas; Noah C. is still
single and lives with his mother; Ella, the wife of Owen Montgomery, lives
near Dayton, Ohio, and David M., the subject of this sketch.
David M. King was reared on the old homestead in Darke county, Ohio,
and was educated in the district schools. He attended school in the winter and
in the summer he worked on the farm until sixteen years of age. He then
began working for himself and for sixteen years worked by the month.
During this time he accumulated the money with which to buy sixty-three
acres in Washington township, Preble county, two and one-half miles west
of Eaton, known as "Kingston Farm," where he now resides.
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On January 8, 1902, David M. King was married to Katie E. Miles,
who was born in Lanier township, this county, in 1878, the daughter of
Preston and Lucinda Miles, who received her education in the common
schools. To Mr. and Airs. King four children have been born, Virgie I.,
bom on March 10, 1904; Dora O., born on Alarch 17, 1905; Alary L., bom
on September 9, 1908, and Chester D., born on July 21, 1910.
Mr. and Mrs. King attend the Universalist church. Air. King is a
member of Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias, and has served in
some of the offices of this lodge. He is a Republican. Air. King keeps a
good grade of live stock of all kinds and makes a specialty of pure-blood
white Plymouth Rock chickens.
David AI. King has been an honest and upright man. He owes his
present success to painstaking industry and prudent, careful management.
Air. and Mrs. King enjoy the esteem of a large circle of friends.

HENRY B. KELLEY.
Among the enterprising and progressive citizens of Preble county,
Ohio, none stands higher in the esteem of his fellow men than Henry B.
Kelley. He has long been actively engaged in agriculture in this county,
and the years of his residence here have but served to strengthen the feeling
of admiration on the part of his neighbors and friends. He has led an
honorable life and has set a worthy example to the younger generation.
Henry B. Kelley was born in Lagro township, Wabash county, Indiana,
September 17, 1870, the son of Edward A. and Ursula H. (Bond) Kelley.
Edward A. Kelley was born in the same township, county and state, while
his wife was born in Jefferson township, Huntington county, Indiana,
March 7, 1848, the daughter of Aaron and Amy (Wight) Bond, natives
of Wayne county, Indiana, born near Richmond.
Edward A. Kelley, who was born on June 25, 1845, »"> Lagro township,
Wabash county, Indiana, died there. He served during the Civil War in
the One Hundred and Eighteenth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
for a period of nine months. He and his wife were the parents of seven
children, two of whom are living, Alfred W.,, who lives at Detroit, Michigan, and Henry B. Edward A., Matthew, Amy A., Albert and Franklin
are deceased. Following the death of Air. Kelley, his widow married Henley
James, to which union one son was born, Grant, who lives in Detroit,
Michigan.
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On September 5, 1907, Henry B. Kelley was married to Emma Bloomfield, the daughter of Reuben and Amanda (Harbison) Bloomfield, the
former of whom was born on November 10, 1809, on the farm where Henry
B. Kelley now lives, a son of David and Rachel (Barklay) Bloomfield.
Reuben Bloomfield died on Alarch 3, 1885. By a second marriage he was
the father of five children, two of whom are living, Julia, the wife of Jonas
Afarkey, and Elizabeth, who is the widow of Pearson Pugh.
Airs. Kelley was reared on the farm and was educated in the public
schools of the county. She became a teacher and followed this occupation
for seventeen years. On Airs. Kelley's maternal side there were two ancestors in the Revolutionary War. One was Thomas Alorgan, born in
Cumberland county, Virginia, in 1749, and the other was Robert Harbison.
Air. and Airs. Kelley have no children. Air. • Kelley is a member of
Waverly Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and is past chancellor of the former lodge. He is a member of
the Daughters of Rebekah at Eaton. Airs. Kelley is a member of the Christian church. Politically, Mr. Kelley is a Republican. He owns one hundred
and fifty-three acres in Washington township, three and one-half mites
southwest of Eaton.

ROBERT EATON LOWRY.
Robert Eaton Lowry, the historian of this volume, is an attorney of the
Preble county bar, and has been a resident of that county since x\ugust, 1873.
He was born on Novembers, 1846, in Delaware county, Ohio, and through
his own efforts and earnings, was educated at Central College Academy,
eleven miles northeast of Columbus, Ohio, after which time he attended and
graduated from Miami University, in the class of 1871. During the winters,
while attending the academy and university, he taught school in Delaware,
Franklin and Butler counties, and, after his graduation, he taught until 1885,
being employed seven years at Gratis, Ohio, when. he was honored by the
people of Preble county, who elected him to the office of county surveyor, for
six years, since which time he has been employed as an attorney.
During the Civil War he enlisted no less than four times, in various
regiments, but, on account of his age, was dismissed and sent home, because
of the opposition of his father, the last time after muster in Company B,
Forty-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, from which he was discharged. Upon his return home, his father went in the One Hundred and
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Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, so that every member of the family,
by blood or marriage, carried Uncle Sam's honorable discharge, if old enough.
The subject of this sketch served as mayor of Eaton for two years, from Alay,
1896, and has been for ten years a member of the Eaton public library, and
also served as treasurer of the law library.
The father of the subject of this sketch, Andrew J. Lowry, was born
in the state of Virginia, near the mouth of James river, in January, 1822.
His parents, Andrew Lowry and Mary Lowry, came from County Down,
Ireland, about sixteen miles southeast of Belfast, to that state in 1820, and
with the great-grandfather, Andrew Lowry, came to Delaware county, Ohio,
with their families in 1828, when they settled in Liberty township, where
Andrew Lowry and his wife died, in 1836 and 1838, respectively. Andrew
J. Lowry grew to manhood and lived in Liberty township all his life, owning a farm of one hundred and fifteen acres. He died on the farm in January, 1893. Andrew Lowry had five brothers, John, Samuel, Robert, David
and Crosby, and one sister, Ann, who married Philo Thomas.
The mother, Elizabeth (Cunningham) Lowry, married Andrew J.
Lowry in January, 1844, and to them six children were born: Joseph C,
who died in boyhood; Robert E.; Julia E., who married Lawrence E. Grennan, of Oxford, Ohio, both now deceased; Phoebe L., who married William
Dixon, now deceased; Mary E., who married Edward O. Randall, both of
whom are since deceased, and Philo J., now of Amarillo, Texas. The
parents of Elizabeth Lowry were Barnett and Mary (Eaton) Cunningham, who were natives of Connecticut, and came with their parents
to Delaware county, Ohio, about 1805. Mary (Eaton) Cunningham's
father was the government surveyor of most of the land in Delaware
county, and a direct descendant of that John Eaton who landed at
Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1624, and emigrated to the colony of Connecticut, in 1636, as related on his tombstone in the Berlin cemetery. To
Barnett and Mary Cunningham were bora eleven children, John, Joseph,
Hugh, Elizabeth, James, Jane, Margaret, Phoebe, Mary, Barnett and one
who died in infancy. All are deceased except Margaret. Elizabeth Lowry
was born in December, 1821, and died in September, 1903. Robert E.
Lowry married Mary Emily Hamilton on December 29, 1872, the daughter
of Robert and Mary Hamilton, who was born on October 16, 1846, near Somerville, Ohio. The father, Robert Hamilton, was a native of Kilmarnock,
Scotland, coming to this country when a young man, to Connecticut. The
mother was the daughter of Joseph and Amy Cornish Fuller, who lived and
(S3)
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died in the Farmington valley, about fifteen miles west of Hartford, Connecticut. Robert and Alary Hamilton were the parents of seven children,
Joseph, Alartha, Amy, Alary Emily, William, Thomas B. and Sarah A.
Robert Hamilton died in 1869, sixty-one years old; Mary Hamilton died
in 1902, eighty-five years old. Both were buried at West Elkton, Ohio,
they having come to Butler county, in 1838, shortly after their marriage.
Robert E. Lowry and wife moved to Eaton, Ohio, in 1885. After
serving a term as surveyor, he was admitted to practice law, in 1892, and
practiced by himself until 1900, when he formed a partnership with Judge
J. W. King, and, later on, Harry G. King became a member of the firm of
King, Lowry & King, which so continued until Judge King's death, Alarch,
1908, after which the firm became Lowry & King, and has so continued.
Air. Lowry belongs to Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted
Alasons, to Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Alasons, to Waverly
Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias, and to Alulharen-O'Cain Post
No. 3, Grand Army of the Republic. Air. and Airs. Lowry belong to the
Presbyterian church, of Eaton, in which he officiates as a deacon. In fact,
both were educated and reared as Presbyterians, and as Republicans, and
still hold the faith of their childhood, both religiously and politically. They
each have, during their married lives, tried to be loving, cheerful and capable helpmeets to each other, and good and respectable citizens of the
county, who tried to help push the car of progress along, although at times
fate has seemed to have dealt with them somewhat harshly. They have
endeavored to remember the motto:
"When God sorts out the weather and sends rain,
Then rain's my choice,"
as the proper spirit for those who pray, "Thy will be done."

ORANGE MARKEY.
The true measure of individual success is determined by what one has
accomplished. An enumeration of those men of the past generation whowere successful in their life work and who at the same time left the mark
of their strong personality upon the community, men who won honor and
recognition for themselves and, at the same time, conferred honor upon the
localities in which they resided, would be incomplete were there failure to
make specivc mention of Orange Markey, for, although he is noW sleeping
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the sleep of the just, his influence still pervades the lives of those who were
so fortunate as to enjoy his acquaintance. His name is deeply engraved
on the pages of Preble county's history. His life was a busy one, but he
never allowed anything to interfere with his Christian obligations or the
faithful performance of his church duties. His entire Christian life was
one of sturdy effort for the worth of Christian doctrine, the purity and
grandeur of Christian principles, and the beauty and inspiration of Christian character. Pure, constant and noble was the spiritual flame that burned
in and illumined the mortal tenement of the late Orange Alarkey. To the
superficial observer only a small appreciation of his intrinsic spirituality is
possible. His face was fortified by the lines of deepest study. Christian
living was with him the utmost concern among the changes and chances of
this mortal life.
The late Orange Alarkey was born on Alarch 9, 1864, in Preble county,
Ohio, the son of Joseph and Barbara (Hart) Alarkey. He was educated in
the common schools of Preble county and later became a student at the
Ohio Northern University at Ada, Ohio, and then attended the State
LJniversity at Columbus, Ohio, eighteen months. Early in life, Air. Alarkey
took up farming and at the time of his death, in 1911, was considered one
of the most successful and enterprising farmers of Preble county, Ohio.
At the time of his death most of his children had been reared to maturity
and Mr. Markey had been able to give them splendid education, one son
having been graduated from the Ohio State University and another son
having entered this great institution.
On March 22, 1888, the late Orange Markey was married to Ida
Barnhart, who was born in Huntington county, Indiana, April 1, 1865, the
daughter of Henry and Zylpha (Bond) Barnhart, the former a native of
Preble county, Ohio, and the latter a native of Huntington county, Indiana.
Mrs. Markey was reared in Huntington county, Indiana, and was educated
in the public schools of that county. Her father lived for a time in Huntington county and later removed to Henry county. Indiana. He and his
wife were the parents of four children, Mary, who died when young; Ida,
the widow of Air. Markey; Florence, the wife of Charles Zehring, of
Montgomery county; and Clara, deceased. Mrs. Markey's father died in
Huntington county, Indiana, and her mother afterwards married Christian
Markey, moving to Preble county, Ohio, where she spent the rest of her
life. Mrs. Markey was ten years old when she was brought to Preble
county, Ohio. She had attended the schools of Huntington county,
and received some additional education in the schools of Preble county.
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Mr. and Mrs. Orange Markey were the parents of eight children, seven
of whom are still living, Paul, a graduate of the Eaton high school, who
later was graduated from the Ohio State University at Columbus, Ohio;
Joseph, also a graduate of the Eaton high school, is now completing the
course at Ohio State University; Ruth, who is a student in the sophomore
year at the Eaton high school; Ethel, who also is a student in the Eaton
high school; Ray, a graduate of the Eaton high school; Robert, deceased;
Hugh and Stanley, students in the country schools of Preble county.
Mr. Markey died on March 22, 1911, leaving Mrs. Markey with a
splendid modern home, the best in the township in which she resides. She
was left well provided for at the death of her husband and owns one hundred
and seven acres of land, four and one-half mites south of Eaton. The late
Orange Markey was a man who enjoyed the esteem and confidence of all with
whom he ever had relations. His death is lamented today as one of the
distinct losses to the civic and social life of Gasper township, where he
lived. Mrs. Alarkey is one of the noble-minded and large-hearted women
of Preble county, who is eminently deserving of recognition as an important
factor in the wholesome conditions of life in the community where she has
lived. She is a devoted member of the German Baptist church, a kind mother
and a woman who was sincerely devoted to the work and the interests of her
departed husband.

EZRA M. CREAGER.
One of the enterprising and successful farmers of Preble county, who
has succeeded in his chosen vocation altogether by his own courage, industry and good management is Ezra M. Creager, of Washington township,
the proprietor of "Fairview Farm," consisting of one hundred and four
acres and situated on the Franklin road, one mile southeast of Eaton. Mr.
Creager is a man who believes in lending what aid he can to his neighbors
and the general public while advancing his own interests. He has acquired
a substantial competence, owns a fine, modern country home and deserves
to rank as one of Preble county's best citizens.
Ezra M. Creager was born in Washington township, three miles north
of Eaton, Ohio, February 4, 1867, the son of John R. and Sarah (Risinger)
Creager. John R. Creager was born six miles north of Eaton in 1839, the
son of Ezra and Delilah (Ford) Creager, both of whom were born in
Montgomery county, Ohio, in which county they were married, after which

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

837

they came to Preble county, being among the earliest settlers here. They
located north of Eaton, on a farm now owned by Daniel Pence, where they
spent the rest of their lives, being among the most honored and influential
pioneers of that section.
John R. Creager was reared on this farm and educated in the public
schools. After his marriage he lived on a rented farm west of Eaton and
later on the Risinger farm until he purchased the farm known as the John
W. Beam farm northwest of Eaton. He lived there for eleven years.
Later he moved to the farm occupied by his father and remained with
the latter, caring for him in his old age until his death. Later he moved
back to this farm, where he died in 1894. His wife had preceded him to
the grave, her death occurring in 1882. John R. Creager and wife were
the parents of three children, Alice, the wife of John Waldren, of Alonroe
township; Ezra AI., the subject of this sketch, and Anna, the wife of Charles
Craig, of Monroe township.
Ezra M. Creager was reared on the farm and educated in the common
schools. On November 29, 1888, he married Eliza B. Clawson, daughter
of Francis M. and Christena (Mettert) Clawson. Francis M. Clawson was
the son of John Clawson, who was an early settler in Preble county, having
come to this county when the Indians were yet in possession of the land.
Francis M. Clawson and wife were the parents of five children, Alary, the
wife of E. L. Davis; Sarah A., the wife of Aden H. Schell; Henry T., who
is unmarried and lives in Eaton; Laura A., wdio is unmarried and lives
in Eaton, and Eliza B., the wife of Air. Creager. After the marriage
of Mr. and Mrs. Creager, they rented land for four years. When they
had accumulated a few hundred dollars, they bought severe and threequarters acres northwest of Eaton. In the meantime Mr. Creager rented
land and added thirty-one acres to his farm in 1892, all this time making a
specialty of raising tobacco. He bought his present farm in 1908. The
house in which he now lives, which is a modern ten-room house, equipped
with electric lights, hot water and a private heating plant, was built in 1912.
Ezra M. Creager and wife are the parents of four sons, Edward L.,
Carl C, John E. and Abel L. Edward L. is a graduate of the Eaton high
school and has taught school. He is now a student in the Ohio State University, at Columbus, Ohio. Carl C. is a farmer. John E. was graduated
from the Eaton high school. Abel L. is a student in the Eaton public
schools.
Mr. and Mrs. Creager and family are members of the Lutheran church
at Eaton, in which Mr. Creager is one of the deacons. Politically, he is a
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Democrat. Mr. Creager has made a remarkable success as a breeder of
graded live stock. Mr. and Airs. Creager are quiet and unassuming people
and honorable citizens of Preble county, where they have spent their entire
lives.

THOMAS S. SKINNER.
The biographies of successful men are instructive as guides and incentives to those whose careers are yet to be achieved. The examples they
furnish of patient purpose and consecutive endeavor strongly illustrate
what is in the power of each to accomplish. Thomas S. Skinner is a conspicuous example of one who has lived to good purpose and achieved a
definite degree of success in the sphere where his talents and energy have
been applied.
Thomas S. Skinner was born on April 7, 1857, in Somers township,
Preble county, Ohio, the son of Jonathan and Lydia (Powell) Skinner.
Jonathan Skinner was born in North Carolina. He left that state with his
parents in 1806 and in 1812 located near Camden, Ohio, the country thereabout at that time being a dense woods. Lydia Powell was born in Preble
county, Ohio, the daughter of Hezekiah Powell.
Jonathan Skinner was reared in Somers township and educated in the
common schools. He married Rhoda Bishop, who was the mother of three
children, William Skinner being the only child born to this marriage who
is now living. Airs. Skinner died in 1842 and Air. Skinner married, secondly, Lydia Powell, who was the mother of three children, Helena, the
wife of William Gregg, who resides near Lafayette, Indiana; Margaret,
the wife of Philip Shafer, of Lanier township, this county,-and Thomas S.,
the subject of this sketch.
Thomas S. Skinner was reared on a farm in Somers township and
was educated in the district schools which he attended until his eyes failed,
when he gave his attention to farming. He worked by the month on a
farm and later in a shop at Eaton, Ohio. Still later he returned to the farm
and worked by the month, remaining with Nathan Fouts for twelve years.
On March 18, 1896, Mr. Skinner was married to Louise Winholt, the
daughter of Henry and Alargaret (Swartz) Winholt, both of whom were
natives of Nuthersladt, Germany, and both- of whom came to the United
States on the same vessel, arriving at Trenton, Ohio, April 3, 1866. They
were married on October 25, 1866, and lived at Trenton, Ohio, ten years.
Henry Winholt then rented a farm and later purchased a farm consisting
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of one hundred and fifty-eight acres in Dixon township. Airs. Winholt
died on December 6, 1890. She was the mother of. four children,who-are
still living, John A., who is a farmer and thresher in Dixon township, this
county; Louise, who is the wife of Air. Skinner; George, who is a farmer
and thresherman in Dixon township, and Anna, who is the wife of Frank
F. Wilkinson, of Washington township, this county. Airs. Skinner was
educated in the common schools of Somers township.
Air. Skinner is a general farmer and stock raiser. He is the owner
and proprietor of "Walnut Grove Farm," consisting of forty acres, situated four mites southwest of Eaton, Ohio.
Airs. Skinner was reared in the Lutheran church. Air. Skinner is a
member of Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias, and both Air. and
Airs. Skinner are members of Dorcas Temple No. 105, Pythian Sisters.
Air. Skinner is a Republican, but has never taken an active part in politics.
He and his wife are highly respected citizens of Washington township,
where they are so well known and in the good works of which they take an
active part.

SILAS O. BURIFF.
The personal record of a man who has raised himself from poor circumstances to a position of responsibility and trust in a community is a
romance in itself. Self-made men, who have achieved success by reason of
their personal qualities and industry and have left the impress of their
individuality upon the political and civic life of a county, effect a permanent
good to such institutions as are embraced within their sphere of usefulness.
Unwittingly, perhaps, they build monuments more enduring than marble.
To this class of men, Silas 0 . Buriff, of Preble county, undoubtedly
belongs.
Slias Q. Buriff, farmer, stockman and one of the county officials of
Preble county, Ohio, was born on October 6, 1867, in Lanier township, this
county, the son of Andrew J. and Minerva (Carter) Buriff, the former of
whom had been born in Perry county, Ohio. At an early age Andrew J.
Buriff was left an orphan and was taken by his uncle to be reared and
educated. He first worked on the farm in Perry county, Ohio, but went in
a wagon and boat to Iowa, in which state his uncle took a claim. He lived
there two years, at the end of which time he returned to Ohio and worked
in Highland county on a farm, later coming, with the owner of this farm,
*~ T3-«K1« „™...<-..
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time was located on a farm, but in 1909 moved to Eaton, where he and his
wife now reside. They were the parents of nine children, six of whom
are living, Silas Q., the subject of this sketch; Emma, who is the wife of
William White, of Lewisburg, Ohio; Sallie, who married Carl Ballinger,
of Dixon township; Charles Manuel, who married Allie Weeks and lives in
Dayton, Ohio; Lawrence, who married Bertha Treffinger and lives in
Casper township, and Clara, the wife of Irvin Shock, of Washington
township.
Silas Buriff was reared on a farm in this county and received his education in the district schools and the normal school. He became a teacher
and taught in the schools of Preble county for eight years, at the end of
which time he went to farming.
Silas Q. Buriff was married on August 4, 1893, to Susie Greenwood,
who was born in Campbell county, Kentucky, the daughter of John and
Pernelia Greenwood. Mrs. Buriff was educated in the common schools of
her native county. Mr. Buriff was a poor man when he was married and
rented a farm for some years, after which he bought a farm of ninety-four
acres in the southwest quarter of Washington township. He has made
substantial improvements upon this farm, including a modern eleven-room
house, which is equipped with furnace, lights, bath and all modern conveniences.
To Mr. and Mrs. Buriff six children have been bora, Stanley, Elsie,
Gilbert, Alinerva, Leroy and Leonard, all of whom are at home. Gilbert is
a student in the Eaton high school. Mr. Buriff owns a fine automobile. He
gives much attention to the raising of hogs, out of which he has made the
largest part of his money.
Mr. Buriff is a Democrat and served two terms as trusteee of Washington township. In 1912 he was elected a member of the board of county
commissioners, and was re-elected in 1914, in a county that is normally
Republican, by three hundred majority. Mr. Buriff's repeated elections are
the best testimony that can be presented of the efficiency and courage with
which he has served the people. He" and his family are members of the
Methodist Episcopal church at Sugar Valley and are active in the work of
that denomination. Mr. Buriff is a trustee of the church and is superintendent of the Sunday school. He is a member of Waverly Lodge No. 143,
Knights of Pythias. In Preble county, where Air. Buriff is so well known,
he is regarded as a quiet and unassuming man and a most honorable citizen,
deserving to rank as one of the most successful men now living in Preble
county.
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WILLIAM R. CHRISTMAN.
The best history of a community is that which deals most with the
lives and activities of its people, especially those who by their own endeavor
and indomitable energy have forged to the front and placed themselves
where they deserve the title of progressive men. William R. Christman
has outstripped the less active plodders on the highway of life and achieved
a career of satisfactory accomplishments in agriculture and a name which all
men delight to honor, because of his upright life and his habits of thrift
and industry.
William R. Christman, a highly respected farmer and citizen of Washington township, Preble county, Ohio, was born on the farm he now owns,
July 12, 1843, the s o n °f Jacob and Julia A. (Riner) Christman.
Jacob Christman was born in Preble county March 1, 1810, the son of
Daniel and Susanna Christman. Daniel Christman was a native of Virginia, who came to this county in 1798, where he spent the rest of his life.
He and his wife were the parents of five children, Solomon, Eliza, John,
Daniel and Jacob.
Jacob Christman grew up on a farm in Preble county and was married
to Julia Ann Riner, who was born in Preble county, Ohio, November 18,
1816, the daughter of John and Polly Riner, her father also being a native
of Preble county. He was one of the devoted and honored members of the
Methodist Episcopal church and was well informed in Bible literature.
Because of her high moral ideals, Julia Ann Christman was much admired
in the community in which she lived and also was greatly honored by her
neighbors. She died in her ninety-eighth year. Jacob Christman and wife
were the parents of four children, John W., a resident of Eaton, Ohio;
Eliza J., deceased; Oliver, also deceased, and William R.
William R. Christman was reared on a farm and attended the local
school. He always remained on the home farm and assumed charge of the
same upon his father's death, April 30, 1894. Jacob Christman was a man
much admired in his community, having been a stanch member of the
Alethodist Episcopal church and a member of the official board for many
years and his- death was sincerely mourned. He was quite as strong in his
political adherence as in his religious faith, having been a lifelong adherent
of the Republican party and having been one of the first men to vote the
Republican ticket in Washington township. He had been honored with
election to the board of directors of the county infirmary.
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On February 23, 1871, William R. Christman was married to Elizabeth Bowsman, who was born in Preble county, a daughter of James and
Kosanna Bowsman, who were the parents of three children, two of whom
are now living, Harry, a farmer of Alonroe township, who married Dora
Surface, and Wilber H., who married Glenna Sample and lives on the old
homestead. Alary died in infancy.
Airs. Elizabeth Christman died on February 13, 1893, and Air. Christman married, secondly, Harriett J. Ervin, who was born and reared in
Jefferson township, this county.
Air. and Airs. Christman are members of the Methodist Episcopal
church at Eaton, and Mr. Christman is a member of Waverly Lodge No.
143, Knights of Pythias. Mr. Christman is a stalwart Republican and for
years has been active in the councils of his party. He served as school director for many years.
Air. Christman is possessed of a genial disposition, which alone would
make him popular, but he also is admired and respected for his upright
character and uniform record for square dealing.

JOHN A. DALRYA1PLE.
Practical industry, wisely and vigorously applied, never fails to bring
success. It carries a man onward and upward, brings out his individual
character and acts as a powerful stimulant to the efforts of others. The
greatest results in life are often attained by simple means and the exercise
of the ordinary qualities of common sense and perseverance. The every-day
life, with its cares, necessities and duties, affords ample opportunity for acquiring experiences of- such kind, and its beaten paths provide a true worker
with abundant scope for effort and self-improvement. John A. Dalrymple,
a young farmer living in Washington township, this county, has, from the
beginning of his career, taken advantage of opportunities as they were
offered. In the community in which he lives he has established a reputation
for industry, thrift and good management.
John A. Dalrymple was born in Washington township, Preble county,
Ohio, August 16, 1885, a son of F. J. and Laura (Kayler) Dalrymple, both
of whom are natives of Preble county, and are now residents of Eaton. F.
J. and Laura Dalrymple were the parents of four children: Charles A.,
a farmer in Darke county, Ohio, who married Gladys Shoemaker; John A.,
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the immediate subject of this review; Earl O., a resident of Eaton, who
married Nellie Gates, and Alary AI., a graduate of the Eaton high school,
who is living with her parents.
John A. Dalrymple was reared on the farm where he now lives, and
received his education in the district schools, from which he was graduated, after which he became a student of the Jacobs Business College,
Dayton, Ohio, from which institution he was graduated. After leaving
school he returned to the farm and has since engaged in agricultural pursuits.
Mr. Dalrymple believes in the modern science of farming and keeps an
extensive set of books, and at any time can ascertain exactly what his profits
and losses are on the farm. His bookkeeping knowledge has proved of
invaluable service to him.
Air. Dalrymple was married on January 28, 1906, to Cora Kirkhoff, the
daughter of Thomas AI. Kirkhoff, who is a resident of Eaton, Ohio. She
was a student of the Eaton public schools and was graduated from the
same. To Air. and Airs. Dalrymple have been born four children, Blanche
L., Myrtle C, Mildred L. and Lois J., the latter of whom died on Alarch
1. 1915.
The Dalrymples are active members of the Lutheran church, and Air.
Dalrymple is one of the trustees of the church to which he is attached. He
is a member of the Preble County Protective Association, and was secretary
of this organization for three years. He is a Democrat, but has never taken
much part in politics, and has never aspired to or held office. He has made
a pre-eminent success in managing the old homestead of one hundred and
sixty-five acres, situated five miles north of Eaton, and is one of the respected
citizens of the community in which he lives.

IRVIN KISLING
Farming as a vocation is a hard master. It requires the closest kind
of application, much hard physical labor and long hours of service. It is
said that the farmer's work is never done, but it is also true that a man's
work is never done, no matter what his vocation is. The hopeful phase of
farming is that men like Irvin Kisling, of Washington township, Preble
county, Ohio, are able to perform the hard work connected with the farm
and at the same time retain their high spirits of optimism.
Irvin Kisling was born in August, 1855, in Washington township,
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Preble county, Ohio, the son of Daniel and Anna (Werts) Kisling, the former a native of Preble county, born in 1829, the son of Henry Kisling, who
was a native of Virginia, and who came to Ohio about 1806, locating five
and one-half miles north of Eaton, being one of the first settlers in that
township. Henry Kisling cleared away a small tract of land where he built
a cabin, and there he spent the remainder of his life. To him and his wife
were born ten children.
Daniel Kisling was reared in this township and there was married to
Anna Werts, the daughter of Conrad Werts, who also was a native of Virginia. Daniel Kisling and wife were the parents of twelve children, ten of
whom are living: Theodore Kisling, of Wabash, Indiana; Aramitta, the
wife of James Cheeks, of Richmond, Indiana; Mary J., the wife of Henry
Hoops, of Eaton, Ohio; Irvin, with whom this narrative deals; Effie, the
wife of Cornelius Jones, of Indianapolis, Indiana; Emma, the widow of
Alason Shack, a resident of Kansas City, Missouri; Annetta, the wife of
Milton Williams, a resident of Harrison township, this county; Valandingham, of Spokane, Washington; Harvey, a farmer of Gasper township, and
Edward, of St. Louis, Missouri.
Irvin Kisling was born and reared in Washington township, receiving
his education in the district schools of his home township, attending school
in the winter and working on his father's farm during the summer seasons.
After his marriage he settled in Washington township, and began life without any financial assistance whatever. During the early years of his married life he rented land, and in 1891 he purchased his present farm of fiftysix acres.
On February 22, 1876, Irvin Kisling was married to Susan C. Cox, the
daughter of Meredith and Elizabeth Cox, who was born in White county,
Indiana, May 30, 1858. Mrs. Kisling's parents were reared in Preble county, but went to Indiana after their marriage. They returned, however, to
Preble county, where they spent the remainder of their lives.
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Kisling are the parents of five children: Mason,
born on April 10, 1877, was graduated from the common schools, married
Nina Shoemaker, and lives on a farm in Washington township; Eva E.,
born in December, 1878, was graduated from the common schools and is the
wife of Ezra House, a farmer of Monroe township; Mary B., the wife of
Leroy McNeal, of Eaton, Ohio; Henry F., also a graduate of the common
schools, married Mary Gochanour, and lives in Washington township;
Charles E., a graduate of the common schools, married Versie Siler, and is
a farmer living in Washington township.
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Mr. Kisling is a Democrat, and although he has never been particularly
active in political affairs, he was elected township trustee and served two
terms in that capacity, discharging the duties of the office with commendable efficiency and to the entire satisfaction of his fellow citizens, irrespective of party lines. Mr. Kisling is an honored and respected citizen in the
community where he lives and where he and his family are held in the highest esteem.

JOSIAH E. FLORA.
Agriculture has always been an honorable vocation. The agricultural
output of the United States today is more than equivalent to the total output of all the factories of the country put together. The farmer's ability to
exist independently of other vocations is a point that distinguishes him from
other men. The merchant, the banker, the manufacturer, all depend upon
the farmer's crops. A famine in this country would bankrupt the strongest
merchant, wreck the largest bank and close the most gigantic factor}-. Business men may see their prideful commercial or industrial enterprises collapse within a week, but nothing short of an earthquake can ruin the farmer. Land is, as it always has been, the most stable financial investment.
Panic may sweep the manufacturer out of business over night, but the farmer can survive when every other industry falls. Therefore, the farmer is
the backbone of the nation, and he who makes two blades of grass grow
where only one grew before is performing the most useful mission that a
man can perform. Preble county farmers are as good as may be found
anywhere in the world. Their history is largely the history of the material
advancement of the county. Among Preble county's excellent farmers,
there is none more deserving of recognition in this day than Josiah E.
Flora, former commissioner of Preble county, a resident of Gasper township and proprietor of Elmwood farm, consisting of one hundred and sixty
acres lying in the southeast corner of Gasper township.
Josiah E. Flora was bom in Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio, August 11, i860, the son of Joseph and Mary A. (Eikenberry) Flora. Joseph
Flora was born in Gratis township, this county, the son of Henry and Marillis (Pagan) Flora. Marillis Flora was a remarkable woman and well
known throughout Preble county. Not only was she a woman of unusual
ability, but her temperament and disposition were the marvel of all. She
died at the age of ninety-six, her husband dying at the age of ninety-one.
They had a large family, only one of whom is now living.
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Joseph Flora was reared in Gratis township and his wife was reared
in Lanier township. They were the parents of ten children, eight of whom
are living: Alarillis, the wife of John Stoner; Henry, of Lanier township;
Lydia, the wife of William Smith; Elizabeth, the wife of S. F. Andrews;
Isaac, of Dayton, Ohio; Elvira, the wife of Edward Copp, of Dayton; Drusilla, the wife of Van Landis, of Washington township, and Josiah E., the
subject of this sketch.
Josiah E. Flora was reared in Lanier township, attending the district
schools about three months each year during his early youth. He remained
at home until he was married, at which time he had saved very little money.
Air. Flora rented land for six years and then bought a part of his father's
farm. This land has been improved by the construction of splendid buildings, good fences and drainage.
In 1885, Josiah E. Flora was married to Catherine Ankerman, who
was reared in Washington township, and to this union two children were
born: Orville, who married Anna Baker, and Ethel, who married Vinage
Murphy. Airs. Catherine Flora died in 1900 and Mr. Flora married, secondly, Mrs. Nancy (Casey) Burns, to which union was born one son, Joe
Gorden, born on June 9, 1905. Mrs. Flora has one son by her first marriage, Chester Burns, a graduate of the Camden high school and a student
of Miami University. He is resident engineer of state highways in Preble
county and lives at Eaton. He married Marie Alexander and they have two
sons. Mrs. Flora was born in Gasper township, July 1, 1864, the daughter
of O. D. and Rebecca (Mikesell) Casey, and was educated in the common
schools of Preble county.
Besides the one hundred and sixty acres which Mr. Flora owns in Gasper township, he also owns one hundred and sixty acres in Lanier township and three tracts of fifty, sixty-five and one hundred and fifteen acres,
respectively, in Somers township, making five hundred and fifty acres in
all. Mr. Flora operates his farms on a large scale and raises a high grade
of live stock.
Mr. Flora is a Republican and was elected as one of the commissioners
of Preble county in 1902, serving more than six years in that office, and
making a record that was eminently satisfactory to the citizens of Preble
county. Mr. Flora is one of the directors of the Preble County National
Bank, at Eaton. He has served as a member of the Preble county fair
board for many years, and in January, 1915, was elected president of that
board. For many years he has been interested in farmers' institutes in
Preble county and is president of the Preble County Telephone Company, a
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position he has held for the past eight years. Air. F'lora is also president
of the Gasper township school board. In every respect he deserves to rank
as one of the representative citizens of Preble county. A man of large
business interests, active in the civic and political life of the county, he enjoys the confidence and esteem of all the citizens thereof.

FRANK BATDORF.
The office of biography is not to give voice to a man's modest estimate of himself and his accomplishments, but rather to leave upon the records the verdict establishing his character by the consensus of opinion held
by neighbors, friends and fellow citizens. The life of Frank Batdorf has
been such as to elicit just praise from those who know him. He always has
been loyal to the trusts reposed in him, has been upright in his dealings with
his fellow men, and at the same time has lent his support to the advancement of any worthy public cause which presented itself.
Frank Batdorf, the superintendent of the Preble county infirmary,
was born in Montgomery county, Ohio. February 17. 1877, the son of Daniel and Rachel (Donnier) Batdorf. Daniel Batdorf was born in Alansfield,
Ohio, a son of-John and Alary (Emery) Batdorf. John Batdorf was born
in Pennsylvania, and Peter Donnier, the father of Rachel (Donnier) Batdorf, was a native of Germany, coming to the United States when a young
man and locating in Ohio, near Miamisburg.
Daniel Batdorf was married in Alontgomery county, Ohio. He was a
shoemaker by trade, and farmed to some extent while working at his trade.
He now makes his home in Dayton, Ohio, his wife having died in 1897.
She was the mother of nine children, seven of whom are still living: William resides in Canada; Harry is a farmer in Preble county; Alary is the
wife of John Woltja, of Washington township in this county; Clara is the .
widow of Frank Timmerman; Emma is the wife of Irvin Deem, of Washington township; Daisy is the wife of Samuel Lee, of Darke county, Ohio,
and Frank, the subject of this sketch.
Frank Batdorf was reared in Montgomery county, Ohio, where he
lived until nineteen years of age, attending the public schools of that county. He came- to Preble county about 1897, and for a time worked as a
farm hand, after which he began working at the county infirmary, remaining with that institution nine summers, in that time becoming thoroughly-
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Air. Batdorf was married on November 9, 1904, to Minnie Swartz,
who was born in Virginia, March 31, 1876, the daughter of John W.
Swartz, who came to Preble county, Ohio, from Virginia. Mr. and Mrs.
Batdorf have no children.
Mr. Batdorf was appointed superintendent of the county infirmary on
Alarch 1, 1911, and has been reappointed each year since that time. Politically, he is a Democrat, but has never taken an active part in political affairs. Mr. Batdorf is enterprising in his private affairs, and is an honorable citizen of Preble county, being held in high regard by all who know
him.

GEORGE H. BROUSE.
George H. Brouse is a plain, honest man of affairs, who, by his correct methods and strict regard for the rights of his neighbors and friends,
has made his influence felt in Dixon township, Preble county, Ohio, where
he lives. These qualities have won for Mr. Brouse a distinctive prestige
in the agricultural circles of his community. He is one of those men whose
integrity and strength of character must force them into a place of prominence which their modesty never seeks, a place where they leave the impression of their individuality and their good works.
George H. Brouse, a farmer living in Dixon township, Preble county,
Ohio, was born on January 20, 1851, in Dixon township, the son of William and Catherine (Norman) Brouse. William Brouse was born on April
22, 1823, in Canton, Stark county, Ohio, and was the son of John Brouse,
who was the son of Michael Brouse. Michael Brouse was a soldier in the
Revolutionary war and lived to be one hundred and six years old. His son,
John Brouse, moved with his family to Montgomery county, Ohio, locating
near New Lebanon, where he lived until his death. He was the father of
eight children, Cain, John, Henry, George, William, Polly, Sarah and
Elizabeth.
Larkin Norman, Mr. Brouse's maternal grandfather, was a native of
Rockingham county, Virginia, from which point he moved to New Lebanon,
Montgomery county, Ohio, where he kept a store. He came to Preble
county in an early day and kept a store in Sugar Valley and finally went to
farming, purchasing a farm near West Alexandria.. He later moved to
DixOn township, near where Mr. Brouse now lives, and followed that oc-
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cupation the remainder of his life. He was a member of the Brethren or
Dunkard church. He died on May 6, 1875, and was buried in Sugar Hill
cemetery. He was first married to Magdalene Miller and to them were born
four children. After her death, he married Elizabeth Greer.
William Brouse was reared to manhood in Montgomery county, Ohio,
and learned the potter's trade. There he married Catherine Norman and
later came to Preble county, Ohio, locating near Lewisburg. He later moved
to Dixon township and after living there a short time, purchased a small
tract of land. In later years he owned one hundred and fifty-eight acres
of land, all of which he had acquired by his own efforts. He was a member of the Four Mile Dunkard church and a Democrat in politics. He and
his wife were the parents of nine children, six sons and three daughters,
Martin N., who married Lydia Creek and lives near East Germantown in
Union county, Indiana; Mary M., the wife of Fletcher Highley, who lives
in Indiana; George H., the subject of this sketch; Mattie, the wife of John
Risinger; Pierce W., who married Delia Gray; Joseph L., who married Ollie
Marker, of Washington township; Douglas L., who married Edith Strickler; Elizabeth H., who is still single, and J. P. W., who is superintendent
of the Somerset, Kentucky, public schools.
George H. Brouse was born and reared in school district No. 1, of
Dixon township. He attended the district schools and later spent one year
in the Eaton high school. He then attended the National Normal School
at Lebanon, Ohio, and became a teacher. He taught in the schools of Preble
county, Ohio, for twenty years, mostly in two school districts. All of his
brothers and one sister have been teachers. Mr. Brouse was elected justice of the peace of Dixon township and served two terms. He was also
township assessor for two terms and served as land appraiser during the
last two terms.
In April, 1881, George H. Brouse was married to Sarah Catherine
Bruce, a granddaughter of William Bruce and a daughter of Hardin Bruce,
to which union four children have been born, one dying in infancy. The
three living children are Mary, the wife of Dolph Rinhart, of near Richmond, Indiana; Ernest, who is single and lives on the farm; and Susie, the
wife of Rev. Edwin Flory, of Covington, Ohio, a minister of the Christian
church. Mrs. Brouse died on November 28, 1906, at the age of fifty-three
years, four months and twenty days.
George H. Brouse is a breeder of Duroc-Jersey hogs and has made a
splendid success in this business. Mr. Brouse owns a splendid farm of two
(54)
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hundred and sixty-one acres in Dixon township and is in every way a representative citizen of Preble county.
Mr. Brouse and his family are members of the Christian church at Concord, Ohio, and Mr. Brouse at one time served as superintendent of the
Sunday school. Throughout his life he has been active in church work.
Politically, Mr. Brouse is a Democrat.

FRANK JOHN.
Representing one of the oldest and best-known families of Preble
county, Ohio, and a man of enterprising and sterling worth, Frank John
is well entitled to mention here among the substantial farmers of Preble
county. It is with much satisfaction, therefore, that the story of his life
and of his family is accorded a place in these pages.
Frank John was born in Union county, Indiana, August 22, 1861, a
son of Enoch and M. E. (Swafford) John, the former of whom was born
in Butler county, Ohio, near Millville, November 4, 1828, a son of Jehu
and Catherine (Hasty) John. Jehu John also was a native of Butler county. The John family is of English descent, its lineage dating back to the
coming of the "Mayflower" to this country, three John brothers being members of the immortal band that landed from that vessel, and descendants of
these men constitute the John family of Preble county.
Enoch John was reared on a farm in Butler county, Ohio, and was
educated in the common schools. By home reading and study he acquired
a good education. He remained with his father rmtil he was thirty years
of age. In 1858 he married Mary E. Swafford, who was born in Union
county, Indiana, November 4, 1841, a daughter of Arch and Sarah (Burroughs) Swafford. Arch Swafford was a son of Isaac and Sarah (Armstrong) Swafford. Enoch John and wife were the parents of seven sons,
five of whom are still livings William, who married Mina Deem; Frank,
the immediate subject of this brief review; Edward, unmarried, lives in
Eaton, Ohio; A. L., who married Retta Llewellyn, lives in Eaton, Ohio,
and Everett, who married Mamie Huber. The two deceased sons were
Daniel and Charles. Enoch John was a man well known in Preble county
as an honorable and upright citizen. He died on May 28, 1906, and his
widow survived him until October 30, 1911. Mrs. John joined the Christian church at West Florence, Ohio, in 1885, later uniting with the church
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of the same communion at Eaton, continuing her membership faithfully
there to the time of her death. She was one of the best women of her day
in her home community. Her life was devoted to her family and she was
dearly loved by all who knew her. She was one of a family of twelve children, nine sons and two daughters and one half-brother.
Frank John was reared on his father's farm, receiving his education
in the district schools of his home neighborhood, after which he spent two
winters in the high school at Liberty, Indiana. He took up farming at an
early age and has continued ever since in this vocation. He is now the
owner of one hundred and fourteen acres, five and one-half miles west of
Eaton, Ohio, on the west road, and, besides general farming, specializes in
the breeding of high-grade live stock, in which he has achieved enviable
success, Duroc-Jersey hogs and Shorthorn cattle being his specialty.
Frank John has always been active in local politics, and is identified
with the Republican party. He is well known in Preble county for his sterling character and honorable, upright business methods.

JOHN A. WILLIAMS.

:

Preble county has many young farmers who are prospering far beyond
that measure of success their ages would appear to warrant. Among these
farmers should be mentioned the name of John A. Williams, a man of
splendid attainments for the vocation he has chosen. If his past success is
to be accepted as a criterion, it is only natural to assume that a larger measure of success awaits him.
John A. Williams was born on Alarch 27, 1877, in Preble county, Ohio,
a son of Joseph E. and Alary A. (Aukerman) Williams. Joseph E. Williams was born in Butler county, Ohio, a son of John S. and Susan (Litehiser) Williams, natives of New Jersey. Joseph E. Williams was married
and this county and in 1901 located on a farm in Washington township, where
he spent the rest of his life, his death occurring in 1904. His widow now
lives in Thomasville, Georgia. Joseph E. Williams and wife were the parents of three children: John A., with whom this narrative deals; Virgie
E., the wife of Daniel Coffman, of Eaton, and Jessie M., who is unmarried
and lives with her mother.
John A. Williams was reared on the farm and received his education
in the public schools. He was graduated from the Eaton high school, and
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after leaving school became a teacher for one year, after which he took up
farming. Mr. Williams rents, from his mother, the farm he operates, and
specializes in the breeding of Poland-China hogs, owning a splendid herd,
headed by "See Expansion II," out of "A Wonder."
John A. Williams was married in March, 1906, to Elma Maier, who
was born in Preble county, Ohio, in 1885, a daughter of George Maier and
wife. To this union has been born one daughter, Josephine A., born in
1908, who is now a student in the common schools.
Air. Williams is a Republican, although not especially active in political affairs. Fraternally, he is a member of Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and
Accepted Masons, and also belongs to Eaton Lodge No. 30, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. Mr. Williams is a quiet, unassuming man, and altogether is an honorable citizen of the county in which he lives.

GEORGE A. LAIRD.
Unceasing industry, sound business judgment and wise management
have been the elements which have contributed to the success of George A.
Laird, for many years an enterprising and progressive farmer and fruit
grower of Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio. Mr. Laird's farm,
known as "Sunrise Farm," consisting of eighteen acres, situated four miles
east of Richmond, Indiana, on the Ohio electric traction line, is well improved and highly productive. Mr. Laird is a man of splendid character
and unquestioned integrity and enjoys to a marked degree the sincere respect
of the community in which he lives.
George A. Laird was born in Franklin county, Indiana, March 1, 1866,
the son of James and Elizabeth (Keeley) Laird, the former a native of
Ireland, bora March 19, 1825, and the latter a native of Pennsylvania, of
German descent. James Laird is still living at Fairhaven. He came with
his parents to the United States in 1833, locating in Butler county, Ohio.
He worked as a carpenter for many years in Preble and Butler counties.
James Laird and wife were the parents of eleven children, ten of whom
are living: John F., a minister in the Alethodist Episcopal church, in the
Springfield, Ohio, conference, who was graduated from the National Normal
School at Lebanon, Ohio; James W., a farmer in Preble county; William
G., a farmer in Preble county; George A., the subject of this sketch; Charles
F., a farmer of Preble county; Albert M., also a farmer of this county;
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Mary, the wife of J. J. Lee, of Union county, Indiana; Ella, who is single
and lives with her father; Hattie, the wife of I. N. Alorrow, and Emma,
the wife of Edward Anderson.
George A. Laird has lived in different places in Franklin and Union
counties, Indiana, and in Butler and Preble counties, Ohio. He attended
the common schools and the normal school at Camden, Ohio, after which he
taught six terms of school in Preble county and in Van Wert county. Ohio.
Mr. Laird was married in 1893, to Sadie Brown and one daughter,
Alildred, was born to this union. She is a graduate of the New Paris high
school and the wife of Earl Aladdock. They live near Camden, Ohio. Airs.
Sadie Laird died and Air. Laird married, secondly, Afarjorie Smith, to
which union three children have been born, Russell E., a student in the first
year of high school at Campbellstown, having taken the highest average in
the Patterson examination in this county, being awarded a silk flag by the
county board of examiners: Florence, who is ten years old, and Earnest A.,
who is six.
Mr. Laird is an extensive grower of fruit and truck and finds a
profitable market for everything he is able to produce. He is enterprising,
progressive and prosperous, a man of wide influence in his neighborhood.
Mr. Laird is a Republican and is a member of the Jackson township school
board, holding this position with rare credit to himself and satisfaction to
the people of this township. Air. and Airs. Laird and family are members
of the Friends church at New Westville. The Lairds are quiet, unassuming
people, well respected in Jackson township and devoted to the best interests
of the community in which they live and in which they are well-recognized
leaders.

SAMUEL COTTERMAN.
Progress may well be said to form the keynote of the career of Samuel Cotterman, a well-known and influential farmer now living in honorable retirement in Lewisburg, Preble county, Ohio. He has not only been
interested in the work of improving his personal fortune, but his influence
has been felt in the progress and prosperity of this community. Samuel
Cotterman has been an industrious man all of his life and has striven to
keep abreast of the times. As a result, every mile-post in his career has
found him further and further advanced, more prosperous and possessed
with an increasing number of friends.
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Samuel Cotterman, a well-known retired farmer of Lewisburg, Preble
county, Ohio, was born on Alay II, 1849, m Washington township, Preble
county, Ohio. He is the son of Jonathan and Margaret (Kisling) Cotterman, to whom nine children were born. Two of them are now deceased.
Jonathan Cotterman was born on September II, 1817, in Montgomery
county, Ohio, and was a chairmaker by trade. He came to Preble county
in pioneer times and engaged in farming until he died, on February 1, 1894,
aged seventy-six years, four months and twenty days. His wife, who, before her marriage, was Alargaret Kisling, was born about 1821, in Preble
county, Ohio, where she died on February 17, 1888, aged sixty-seven years,
one month and fifteen days.
Samuel Cotterman was reared on the farm and attended the public
schools of Preble county, Ohio. At the age of twenty-four he was employed in a flour- and saw-mill, and, later, owned and operated the mill on
what is now known as Price's creek, in Preble county. He sold out and
moved to Darke county, Ohio, about 1878, where he purchased a farm of
eighty acres of land, only thirteen acres of which was cleared of timber and
shrubbery. There was only a small shack on the farm at that time, but
Air. Cotterman, later, made extensive improvements, including fencing,
drainage, the erection of out-buildings, after which time he operated the
farm until 1902, when he came to Lewisburg. Here he purchased an elevator and operated it until 1905, when he sold out. He is now retired and
lives in his comfortable home in Lewisburg. He has a share with his son,
Francis, in three hundred and nineteen acres of land.
Samuel Cotterman was married, in 1874, to Isabella Rex, who was
born on March 18, 1854, in Jay county, Indiana. She is the daughter of
Herman and Diana (Shields) Rex. Herman Rex was born on February
20, 1818, in Preble county, Ohio. He was a farmer, in Jay county, Indiana, and died on January 22, 1901. His wife, who was Diana Shields before her marriage, was born on November 21, 1825, in Virginia, and died
in 1878. Two children have been born to this happy union, Francis E., who
is a well-known farmer of Harrison township, and Alva I., who is a grain
dealer in Eaton, Preble county, Ohio.
He consid: Mr. Cotterman is not identified with any particular party.
ers himself an independent voter and supports measures and men rather
than political parties. He and his wife are active and devoted members of
the Methodist Episcopal church. Air. Cotterman is held in high esteem by
his neighbors, and has a host of friends in Lewisburg and vicinity, where
he is well known for his upright character and many good traits of head
and heart.
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JOHN J. GARTLAND.
The history of a county or state, as well as that of a nation, is chiefly
a chronicle of the lives and deeds of those men who confer honor and dignity
upon society. The world judges the character of a community by those of
its representative citizens and yields its tribute of admiration and respect to
those whose work and actions constitute the record of a community's prosperity and pride. Among the prominent farmers of Jackson township,
Preble county, Ohio, who are well known because of their success in
farming, is John J. Gartland, a farmer living on rural route No. i, out of
Campbellstown.
John J. Gartland was born in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio,
Alay 13, 1866, a son of Michael and Alargaret (Foley) Gartland. Alichael
Gartland was born near Dublin, Ireland, in 1829, and at the age of twenty
came to the United States, landing in New York City, where he remained
for six years. He was in the employ of Horace Greeley while in that city.
He later came to Ohio, and worked in Butter county until he got a start.
He then married in New York City, after which he came to Preble county,
locating on a farm of fifty-three acres in Gratis township, on which he
spent the remainder of his life. His wife, Margaret Foley, also was a native
of Ireland, having been born in County Cork, who came to the United States
at an early age, landing at New York City, where she was married. Alichael
Gartland and his wife were the parents of five children, William, Mary and
Ellen, deceased; John J., with whom this narrative deals, and Jennie, the
wife of Augustus Daub, living at West Middletown, Ohio.
John J. Gartland was reared on his father's farm in Gratis township,
and attended the district schools of his home neighborhood. When he
reached his majority he began life for himself, working on a farm by the
month. He received three hundred and ninety dollars from his father's
estate, and now owns one hundred and sixty-three acres of land, five and
one-half miles northwest of Eaton.
Mr. Gartland was married on April 30, 1895, to Mary Kennedy, who
was born in Preble county, Ohio,- and educated in the district schools, a
daughter of Thomas and Anna (Lett) Kennedy, both natives of Ireland.
To this union have been born three-children, Marie, born on July 6, 1898,
now a student in the high school; Marguerite, born on July 12, 1899, .is also
a student in the high school, and Loretta, born on December 8, 1906, is a
student in the third grade of the common schools. • , - -,......
Religiously, Mr. Gartland and family are all devout members of the
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Catholic church at Eaton, while, politically, Mr. Gartland' is independent,,
preferring to cast his vote for individual men rather than for political
parties. The Gartland family are highly esteemed in the community where
they live. Mr. Gartland has not only been a successful farmer, but he has
found time always for public movements and is thoroughly and deeply interested in the welfare of the community in which he lives.

CLIFFORD C. GARD.
The success of business men depends upon character as well as upon
knowledge. Business demands confidence and where confidence is lacking,
business lags. In every community some men are known for their upright
character, strong common sense and moral worth, rather than for their
wealth or political standing. Their neighbors and acquaintances respect
them and the younger generation follow their example. Clifford C. Gard,
a stock buyer and shipper of Campbellstown, this county, is a man of this.
type. He is a man of modest and unassuming demeanor, well informed and
a fine type of the reliable, self-made American, a friend to the poor and
charitably disposed to the wants of his neighbors.
Clifford C. Gard was born in Dixon township, February 17, 1878, the
son of Stephen and Sarah (Dillman) Gard. Stephen Gard was born in
Jackson township, the son of Lorenzo and Matilda (Perkins) Gard, and
had two brothers, Aaron and Simeon Gard.
Stephen Gard was reared on a farm in Jackson township and after he
was married he worked in Dixon township, to which he had moved, and
there he spent the remainder of his life. He was an ardent church member
and a faithful Democrat. He died on March 5, 1908, and his widow is
still living. Four children were born to them, two of whom are now living,
Oscar, a graduate of the Richmond Business College and a fur broker in
Seattle, Washington, and Clifford C, the subject of this sketch. Two
daughters, Ida and Emma, died in early childhood.
Clifford C. Gard was reared on a farm in Dixon township and was
educated in the district schools and the high school. He is a graduate of
the Richmond Business College. After finishing business college, he became
a fireman on the Pennsylvania railroad and worked in that position for two
years, his run being between Logansport and Cincinnati. Mr. Gard then
operated a rented farm for seven years. He commenced the live stock:
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business while living on the farm, his first venture in that line following his
raising of one-half a carload of stock. He bought the other half and shipped
the carload to market, the venture being so profitable that he enlarged the
scope of his operations. He has been very successful in this business and
has accumulated a substantial competence.
On December 5, 1906, Clifford C. Gard was married to Nellie Shumate, who is a graduate of the Jackson township schools, having finished
in 1900. She was manager of the Campbellstown telephone exchange six
years. To Air. and Mrs. Gard one daughter has been born, Dorothy F..
born October 14, 1907, who is a student in the public schools.
Airs. Gard is an active member of the Christian church at Campbellstown. Mr. Gard is a member of Downey Lodge No. 233, Free and Accepted Alasons, at Boston, Indiana, and served as senior warden of his lodge
for three years. He is a Democrat and has served as assessor of Dixon
township. Air. Gard is proud of his native state and zealous of her progress and prosperity. He is a man who, in every respect, merits the high
esteem in which he is held by his neighbors and friends. He is not only a
man of intellectual attainments, but of high public spirit as well.

ISAAC NEWTON WATTS.
One of the representative citizens of Jackson township, Preble county,
Ohio, and the proprietor of a large saw-mill in the township, is Isaac Newton
Watts. Mr. Watts has made a thorough and complete study of the business
in which he is engaged, and has made more than an ordinary success of this
business. He is an honorable and upright citizen, respected in the community in which he lives, and is admired for his sterling integrity and rugged
principles of square dealing.
Isaac Newton Watts was born on May 11, 1867, in the township where
he has lived all his life, a son of William and Rachel (Cline") Watts. William Watts was born in Indiana in August, 1829, and his wife was born in
1835, and both are still living. William Watts followed agricultural pursuits
all his life, and to him and his wife nine children were born, eight of whom
are still living: Levi, John, Bud, Ida, R. L., J. I., I. N. and Maude.
Isaac N. Watts was reared on his father's farm in Jackson township,
and received his education in the district schools of his home neighborhood.
At the age of eighteen he started in life for himself, working on different
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farms in the neighborhood by the month until he was twenty-two years
old. Air. Watts had been able to save very little money by the time he
reached this age.
In June, 1889, Air. Watts was married to Tillie Wolf, who is a daughter
of J. P. Wolf, a prominent farmer of Jackson township. For several years
after Air. Watts's marriage, he worked on the farm, and now has general
supervision of a farm of ninety-six acres belonging to his mother-in-law, in
addition to his work at the mill. Two children have been born to Air. and
Airs. Watts. John AI. is a graduate of the business college at Richmond.
Indiana, and is a farmer. He married Agnes AlcBride, February 28, 1914,
and they have one son, Paul Newton, who was born on December 3, 1914.
Lotha is unmarried and lives at home.
Since Air. Watts has owned the saw-mill, which he operates, he has
built a large and profitable business in Jackson township. He has been the
sole owner of this mill since 1909.
Mr. Watts is a Republican, but he has never been especially active in
political affairs. He casts his vote as is the duty of every good American
citizen, but he has never aspired to hold public office. The Watts family
are highly esteemed in the community in which they live and are well known
in that part of Preble county.

ALBERT H. WILSON.
Clearly defined purpose and consecutive effort in the affairs of life will
inevitably result in attaining a due measure of success. In searching the
career of one who has won success, by his own efforts, there comes into
view the intrinsic individuality which made such accomplishment possible.
While an objective incentive and inspiration is thus granted, at the same
time there is enkindled a feeling of respect and admiration. The qualities
which have made Albert H. Wilson one of 'the prominent and successful
teachers of New Paris and Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, have
also won for him the esteem of the older citizens of this city and community, an esteem which is well deserved. Mr. Wilson's career has been one
of well directed energy, strong determination and honorable methods.
Albert H. Wilson, a teacher in the New Paris public schools, was born
on a farm in Jefferson township, Preble county, Ohio, September 23, 1890.
He is a son of Chauncy C. and Mary M. E. (McKee) Wilson, the former
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born August 17, 1834, in Dayton, Ohio, and a son of Charles and Sarah
(Couch) Wilson. Charles Wilson was born in New Jersey, and his wife
was a native of Pennsylvania. They were married and located in Dayton,
Ohio, in 1830. The same year they removed to Cincinnati. Ohio, where
they lived a number of years, and then removed to Wayne county. Indiana,
where they lived on a farm. Here Air. Wilson died. He was the father of
four sons and four daughters, three of whom are living.
Chauncy C. Wilson, the father of Albert H , was reared on a farm
near Cincinnati, Ohio, and obtained a good common-school education. Upon
the outbreak of the Civil War, he served in Company K, One Hundred and
Ninety-third Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, was injured and discharged, and enlisted the second time, serving until the close of the war.
He was married, the first time, in Cincinnati, to Miss Fannie Carrier, and
to this union three daughters were born, two of whom are now living: Jennie, the wife of John Benson, and Mrs. Alargaret Carrier, both of whom
reside in Cincinnati. Mr. Wilson received a divorce in 1889, and was married again, to Miss Mary M. E. McKee, a daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth McKee, who were of Scotch-Irish descent. Andrew AlcKee was born
in Butler county, Pennsylvania, in 1802. He was one of a family of twenty-one children of John McKee, who settled on a farm in Jefferson township. Air. McKee was married to Elizabeth Curry, who was born in 1807
and died in the year 1886, at the age of seventy-nine years, their marriage
occurring in 1834. She was also a native of Pennsylvania. Shortly after
this marriage, Mr. McKee entered a piece of land northeast of New Paris,
which is now known as the Wilson farm.
Mr. Wilson and Miss McKee were married on September 5, 1889.
Airs. Wilson was born in Jefferson township, June 13, 1851, and was one
of four children born to Andrew McKee and wife, all of whom, except herself, are deceased. Albert' H. Wilson is the only child born to his father
by his second marriage. Chauncy Wilson died on December 29, 1913.
Albert H. Wilson was reared on a farm and educated in the district
schools. He graduated from the New Paris high school, afterward became
a student at Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana, where he graduated with
the degree of Bachelor of Science. Mr. Wilson began to teach in 1910,
and is now instructor of mathematics and science in the New Paris high
school. He is a capable and efficient instructor and a young man much interested in public questions. He is a leader in the educational thought of
his community, and a young man much admired for the things which he
has already accomplished. He has a host of friends in Preble county, who
oredict for him the achievement of even ereater mine's.
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JOHN L. McWHINNEY.
Among the families of Preble county, Ohio, whose members have
worthily discharged their duties to their community, no family takes higher
rank than that of the AlcWhinneys, who are prominently identified with the
agricultural and social and civic life of Jackson township. For many years
the members of this family have stood for all that is best in agricultural,
educational and civic life and have wielded an influence that is decidedly
potent in their respective communities. One of the eminent representatives
of this family is John L. AlcWhinney, a farmer, living on rural route No.
3, out of Richmond, Indiana.
John L. McWhinney, the proprietor of "Woodside Farm," consisting
of two hundred and thirteen acres situated four miles east of Richmond,
Indiana; was born in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, June 9, 1873,
the son of John and Sarah J. (Aloore) McWhinney. John McWhinney,
Sr., was born in Jackson township, this county, August 23, 1819, a son of
John McWhinney, who was reared in Wayne county, Indiana, and Preble
county, Ohio. The first John McWhinney married a Miss Dougan and
died in Wayne county, Indiana.
John AlcWhinney, the father of John L., was reared in Preble county,
Ohio, and Wayne county, Indiana. He was a man much interested in
education and did much for the advancement of educational interests in
his neighborhood. Throughout his life he was prosperous in farming. He
and his wife were the parents of six children, of whom John L. is the only
one now living.
John L. McWhinney was reared on the farm where he now lives and
was educated in the district schools. He took up farming at an early age
and has followed it throughout his life. Mr.. McWhinney is a general
farmer and stock raiser, but is also interested in fruit, especially in apples
and peaches. He has been in the fruit business for the last two years, and
now has ten acres planted in various large and small fruits.
On November 30, 1899, John L. McWhinney was married to Abbie
Smith, who was bora in Jackson township in 1880, the daughter of Elisha
and Mary Smith. She was educated in the common and high schools.
Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. McWhinney, Mary, Clarence,
Robert and Evelyn.
Mr. and Mrs. McWhinney are devoted members of the Friends church
at New Westville, Ohio. Fraternally, Mr. McWhinney is a member of
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Harmony Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias. In politics, he is an ardent
Republican. Not only are the McWhinneys well known in the community
in which they reside, but they are favorably known in that community and
Mr. McWhinney, in his long residence in Jackson township, has won the
admiration of a large circle of neighbors and friends. He is a progressive
farmer and, undoubtedly, one of the leaders in his locality.

JAMES HARVEY CONGER.
Preble county has contributed many distinguished citizens to the everlasting glory and fame of the state of Ohio. The citizenship of Preble
county is pre-eminent throughout the state, and, no doubt, there are many
reasons in explanation of this fact, not the least of which is the splendid
stock from which the later generations are derived. Although this reason
does not appear in any particular locality from which the pioneer citizenship
was recruited, yet Ohio and Preble county, in particular, do seem to have
attracted a superior ancestry. One of this county's most distinguished citizens was the late James Harvey Conger. Preble county has been especially
honored in the characters and careers of her business men. Few citizens,
in Preble county, have achieved a more honorable standing and occupied a
more conspicuous place in the public eye, than Air. Conger. His success was
attained, in a large measure, by methodical habits and a determined application of physical and mental resources, along well defined lines. During
a long life he was a prominent and influential factor in the public affairs of
his county and state, as well as in the different enterprises with which he
was associated. Mr. Conger was one of the admirable products of selfmade men.
James Harvey Conger- was born in West Florence, Preble county, Ohio,
February 18, 1845, the son of Eli and Lucinda (McWhinny) Conger, natives of Tennessee and Ohio, respectively. They were early settlers in
Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, and had four children: Newton, deceased ; Caroline, the wife of ex-Governor Harris, of Eaton; James Harvey,
the subject of this sketch, and Elizabeth, deceased, who was the wife of
B. W. Huffman.
Eli Conger, the father of James Harvey, was a large land owner and
farmer, one of the early settlers of Preble county and one of its distinguished pioneers. His farm was acquired from the government and is still
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held by the family. Eli Conger was a large stockman. He moved to Eaton
in 1888 and built a home at the corner of North Barron and Eidsen streets,
where he died in 1900, at the age of eighty-one. His wife died in 1888.
The paternal grandfather of James Harvey Conger was a Huguenot
and a soldier in the War of 1812. His maternal grandfather was of
Scotch-Irish descent and an early settler in Preble county.
James Harvey Conger was reared in Preble county, on a farm. He
attended the district schools and later Antioch College. After leaving college, he engaged in the general merchandising business at West Florence,
Ohio, and later in the stock and grain business in Eaton. He operated the
stock yards at Eaton in partnership with Martin Swisher, and in the grain
business with Pleasant Cook for his partner. He was a member of the
Chamber of Commerce, and later, for years, was in the grain business in
Eaton alone, continuing here until shortly before his death.
James Harvey was married on December 2, 1875, to Emily Jane Lockwood, the daughter of Edward Page and Isabella (Maybury) Lockwood.
Three children were born to this union: Harry E., Grace L. and Jessie Isabella. Harry E. died at the age of eight. Grace Lockwood married Wilbert A. Milter, of Dayton, Ohio, now a prominent business man of Cincinnati, Ohio. Jessie Isabella married Clifton Williams and lives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he is a prominent attorney. They have one son, Conger.
Mr. Conger died on August 26, 1911, at the age of sixty-six. In his
death, Preble county lost, not only a distinguished citizen, but a man who
had contributed largely to the progress of the community where he lived.
Mr. Conger was a Republican. He served many years in the Eaton city
council and was also a member of the school board. It is unnecessary to
say that he discharged the duties of these offices in the spirit of that same
devotion which characterized every private and public duty in his life. He
was secretary of the National Grain Dealers' Association at the time of his
death. Mr. Conger was a stockholder in the Eaton National Bank and also
of the Preble County National Bank.
Mrs. Conger was born in Hamilton, Ohio, February 11, 1850. Her
father was.born in Delaware, and her mother in Baltimore, Maryland.
They came west and settled permanently in Eaton, where they both died,
her father at the age of sixty-four and her mother at the age of eighty.
They were charter members of the Eaton Baptist church. Mr. and Mrs.
Lockwood were the parents of the following children: Emily Jane, Edwin
O. and Susan Luella. The father, Edward Page Lockwood, was a shoe
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manufacturer and dealer, in Eaton, for many years, and a man of great
artistic skill. He was a soldier in the Civil War, in which he served as a
musician and drum major. The entire Lockwood family were musicians.
The paternal grandparents of Airs. Conger were Benjamin F. and
Mary (Robinson) Lockwood, natives of Delaware, who came to Ohio over
the mountains by wagon and were early settlers in Preble county. They
were charter members of the Eaton Methodist Episcopal church, and both
died well advanced in years. They were the parents of eleven children:
Joshua, William, Jonas, Henry, Nathaniel, Edward, George, John and
Mary (twins), Charles and Samuel. The maternal grandparents of Airs.
Conger were Thomas and Elizabeth (Grant) Maybury, natives of Baltimore, Maryland. He was an architect and builder and had large real estate interests. He was bitterly opposed to slavery, but employed many colored people for pay. He and his wife both died in Baltimore, Alaryland.
Their children were William, Ann Maria, Isabella, Susan and Emily.
Mrs. Conger is still living in Eaton, a charming woman, with delicate
and refined tastes, and is much beloved by all who know her.

FRANCIS M. DAVISSON.
The life of the farmer Of today is the most independent existence
which can be enjoyed and, with all the modern inventions to facilitate farming, it is rapidly losing those objections which have always appeared so
ominous to the average farmer lad. Moreover, the public schools have
taken up the subject of farming, and today the schools of many states are
teaching agriculture, as well as arithmetic and grammar. Colleges are
granting degrees in agriculture, and farmers' short courses are being maintained everywhere. No better farming land can be found anywhere than
in Preble county, Ohio, and among the many good farmers of this county,
few have made a larger success in this time-honored occupation than Francis M. Davisson, ex-surveyor of Preble county, and a farmer living on
route 1, out of West Alanchester.
Francis M. Davisson, the proprietor of the--Maples farm, consisting
of three hundred and twenty-nine acres, one and one-half miles south of
West Manchester, Ohio, was born on the farm where he now lives, February 21, 1847. He is a son of Josiah and Hannah (Foos) Davisson. Josiah Davisson was born in Harrison county, now West Virginia, October
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•6, 1808, and died on November 21, 1863. His wife was the daughter of
Jacob and Elizabeth (Roberts) Foos, both natives of Pennsylvania, and was
born in Warren county, Ohio, February 13, 1819. She died on July 15,
1896.
Josiah Davisson was the son of Josiah and Nancy (Williams) Davisson. Josiah Davisson, Sr., was commissioned sheriff of Rockingham county, Virginia, during the Revolutionary War. He came from Virginia to
Warren county, Ohio. Nancy Williams, the wife of Josiah Davisson, Sr.,
was the daughter of William and Hannah (Evans) Williams, natives, perhaps, of Virginia, and of Welsh descent. Nancy Williams was born on
July 30, 1772. Joseph Davisson, Sr., and wife were the parents of six children, five of whom lived to maturity, Absalom, Jonathan, Hannah, Josiah,
Jr., and Mary.
The father of Mrs. Josiah Davisson, Sr., William Williams, was born
on August 26, 1733, a n a i s buried in the Kerby cemetery, near Lebanon,
Ohio. His wife, Hannah Evans, was born on December 28, 1747. Their
children were: Sarah, born on June 5, 1768; Mary, born on September 15,
1769; Nancy, born on July 30, 1772; Abel, born on August 28, 1774;
David, born on August 15, 1777; Mary, born on November 10, 1779, and
William, born on August 30, 1781. The latter served in the War of 1812.
Josiah Davisson, Jr., was reared on section 14 in Monroe township,
and received his education in the common schools of his day. He was married to Jane Blackford, early in life, and three children were born to this
union, all of whom died in infancy. She died on March 7, 1845, a n d he
was married again, on May 12, 1846, to Hannah Foos. Five children were
born to this second union, of whom Francis M. Davisson, the subject of
this sketch, is the eldest. The others are: Elizabeth A., born on April 13,
1849, w n o i s unmarried and lives in Dayton, Ohio; Oscar F., born on June
12, 1851, who is an attorney in Dayton, Ohio; Edward C , born on April
13, 1853, who is a physician in Dayton, Ohio, having graduated from the
University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and Jefferson Medical School, at
Philadelphia, and Sarah A., born on September 2, 1855, who graduated
from the University at Wooster, Ohio, with the degree of Bachelor of
Science. She was a teacher, and now lives in Dayton, Ohio.
Francis M. Davisson, the subject of this sketch, was educated in the
•common schools. He spent two years at Northwestern Christian, now Butter College, at Indianapolis, Indiana, and three years in the University of
Michigan, pursuing a course in civil engineering.
Mr. Davisson was married on September 18, 1909, to Mary Oma
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Stoker, who was born on July 31, 1885. She was reared near Anderson,
Indiana, but came to Preble county, Ohio, during the early years of her
life.
Mr. Davisson is a Republican. He was elected surveyor of Preble
county in the fall of 1878, and took his office on January 1, 1879. He was
re-elected and served for a period of six years. Mr. Davisson affiliates with
the Christian church and is extremely liberal in his donations to that church.
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and is one of the directors of the
Eldorado and West Manchester Telephone Company, as well as its president.
Mr. Davisson makes a specialty of Shorthorn cattle, Poland China
hogs and Oxford Down sheep. He is one of the representative and most
successful farmers of Preble county.

HUGH RAMSEY GILMORE.
Preble county points with pride to her many distinguished citizens,
living and dead. No young man stands higher in Preble county or occupies
a more advantageous position before the Preble county bar than Hugh
Ramsey Gilmore. Mr. Gilmore is the son of the late Judge James A. Gilmore, one of the most prominent men Preble county has given to the state.
Hugh R. Gilmore, therefore, is fortunate in having enjoyed the counsel of
a distinguished father and in having before him, constantly, the inspiration
and example of his departed parent. But the son has received distinction
on his own account and, in every way, has proved himself worthy of his
father's name. He was a member of his father's law firm, several years,
before the latter's death.
Hugh Ramsey Gilmore was born in Eaton, Ohio, September 27, 1881,
the son of James A. and Ada M. (Hendricks) Gilmore, natives of Preble
county. Seven children were born to the late Judge Gilmore and wife,
Anna, the wife of William Ford, of Eldorado, Ohio; Lida, deceased, who
married Don Griswold; William Allen, of Columbus, Ohio; Joseph E., of
Hamilton, Ohio; Grace, of Eaton; James R., of Columbus, Ohio, and Hugh
R., of Eaton.
Juilge Gilmore was one of Preble county's best known citizens. He
was a native of Preble county and died at his home in Eaton, August 28,
(55)
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1914, after having just passed his eightieth birthday. Judge Gilmore was
the son of Dr. Eli and Clarissa (Clayton) Gilmore, pioneer residents of
Fairhaven, Dixon township, Preble county, where he spent his boyhood days
and received his elementary education. At the age of eighteen, Judge Gilmore began the study of law with his brother, Judge William Gilmore, in
Hamilton, and, in 1855, was graduated from the Cincinnati Law School.
Following his graduation he practiced the profession with his brother,
William, in Greencastle, Indiana. While living in that town, he was married
to Lizzie Applegate, who died while he was serving in the Union army.
Judge Gilmore enlisted in 1861, in the Forty-third Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and served three years in the quartermaster's department.
After
serving his enlistment in this regiment, he re-enlisted in the Ninety-first
Indiana Volunteer Infantry and was assigned to the judge advocate department, where he remained until discharged in 1865. After his discharge,
Judge Gimore spent a year in the west and returning to Eaton, Ohio,
formed a partnership with the late Judge John V. Campbell and they practiced law in Hamilton and Eaton, Ohio. Judge Gilmore had been admitted
to practice law the day after he was twenty-one years old. H e was elected
judge of the Preble county common pleas court in 1879 and held this office
until 1884. Following his retirement from the bench, he formed a partnership with the late I. E. Freeman, and this partnership was continued until
the death of Mr. Freeman. Later, he headed the firm of Gilmore, Gilmore
& Saylor. Clement R. Gimore retired from this firm in 1908 and moved to
Dayton, Ohio. At this time, Judge Gilmore's son, H u g h R., the subject of
this sketch, was taken into the firm, under the name of Gilmore, Saylor &
Gilmore. Judge Gilmore was the author of several legal works, his " P r o bate Practice" being a standard authority for practice in the probate court.
Judge Gilmore's second marriage took place on November 12, 1868,
when he was marriecl to Ada AI. Hendricks. At the time of his death, Judge
Gilmore was survived by his wife and seven children, including one son,
Clayton, who was born to his first marriage.
Judge Gilmore was a member of the Masonic fraternity and the Knights
of Pythias, also the Preble County Bar Association, and other bar associations. Judge Gilmore was possessed of a strong personality and unshaken
integrity. As a citizen, he was ever ready and willing to assume all the
responsibilities incident to good citizenship. As a lawyer, he was honest,
successful, fathful to the extreme to his client's interest and stanch in his
support of the dignity..o£ihe court.
Judge Gilmore was a Democrat, was firm in his belief of that party's
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doctrines, and labored energetically- for the party's success. H e was for
years a valued man in the councils of the party in Preble county, and was
frequently a member of the county committee. In political campaigns, his
party looked to him to do much of the speech-making and sent him innumerable times to conventions as a delegate from Preble county.
It is a splendid tribute to a father that at his death his work has been
taken up by a loving son. Judge Gilmore's father and the paternal grandfather of Hugh R. was Eli Gilmore, AI. D., who moved from the state of
Virginia to Preble county in 1825. Judge Gilmore's mother was Clarissa
(Clayton) Gilmore, a member of a prominent Mississippi family.
Her
brother, Alexander M. Clayton, was a judge of the high court of errors and
appeals in the state of Mississippi. Eli Gilmore, AI. D., practiced his profession in Israel township. H e and his wife lived there to advanced ages.
Judge Gilmore's second wife, who survived him and who was the mother
of Hugh R. Gilmore, was a daughter of George D. Hendricks, a native of
Preble county, born in 1805. H e died in Preble county at the age of ninetyfive.
At the beginning of his professional career, Hugh R. Gilmore not only
had the example and inspiration of his father, but also of a distinguished
uncle, Judge William J. Gilmore, who rose in the legal profession to the
position of judge of the supreme court of Ohio.
Hugh R. Gilmore was reared in Eaton and attended the public schools,
graduating from the high school with the class of 1900. H e then read law
in the office of his father and his cousin, Clement R. Gilmore, and was admitted to the bar, December 18, 1907. He had previously been deputy
clerk of the court under L. L. Brown.
Since 1907, Hugh R. Gilmore has practiced continuously in Eaton, and
in 1908 he was elected prosecuting attorney and held that office for the third
consecutive term. On November 4, 1914, he was elected to the office of
state senator, from the district composed of Montgomery and Preble
counties. Mr. Gilmore has always been a Democrat. H e served as township clerk for two terms and justice of the peace for a short time.
Hugh R. Gilmore was married on May 19, 1913, to Bertha Filbert,
the daughter of Frank P. and Sarah (Campbell) Filbert. Mrs. Gilmore is
a member of the Presbyterian church.
. . .
Airs. Gilmore was born in Eaton, as were her parents, who.still reside
in that city. They have five children, Fred C , Joseph S.,. Ralph M., Bertha
and J. Campbell.
.
.
.
.
Mr. Gilmore is a member of Bolivar Lodge No. 82,. Free and Accepted
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Masons; Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons, and Reese Council
No. 9, Royal and Select Masters, of Dayton, Ohio. He is also a member
of Waverly Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias, of which he is past
chancellor.

B. S. DAVIS.
The schools of Jefferson township are centralized and the pupils hauled
to a modern fireproof building at New Paris, equipped with everything
needful for an up-to-date educational institution. The high school is a
a first-grade school, commissioned by the. state. Aliss Madge Wakefield is
principal of the school and B. S. Davis is the superintendent. They are
ably assisted by a corps of efficient teachers.
Mr. Davis was born in Preble county, Ohio, and is a son of J. C. and
Sarah (Martin) Davis. J. C. Davis was reared in Warren and Preble
counties, Ohio, and at the outbreak of the Civil War, enlisted for service in
defense of the Union in Company A, Seventy-ninth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in 1862, serving until the close of the war. He was
mustered out of service in 1865. J. C. Davis was a son of John F. and
Mary (Corwin) Davis, both of whom were natives of Warren county,
Ohio. John F. Davis was a son of William R. Davis, a native of Maryland.
Mrs. Sarah (Martin) Davis was a daughter of James and Elizabeth
(Hart) Alartin, the former a son of Hugh and Rebecca (Baldwin) Martin.
Hugh Martin was born in Ireland and came to the United States early in
life, being apprenticed to a tailor in Philadelphia. He remained with this
man until he had reached his majority and then removed to Virginia, where
he met and married Rebecca Baldwin in 1790. He died in 1807, in Virginia,
and his wife came to Ohio, first to Cincinnati, and finally to Preble county,
Ohio. The father of Rebecca (Baldwin) Martin was Major Baldwin, of
Frederick county, Maryland, who served in the Revolutionary army, under
General Washington. At one time Rebecca (Baldwin) Martin owned land
in section 11, of Lanier township, Preble county. Here she reared her
children. She was a woman of striking individuality and keenly interested
in the welfare of her children. She and her husband were the parents of
several children, Thomas, Hugh, George, William, James and a daughter
who married a man by the name of Kelley. The mother of Professor
Davis was a daughter of James Martin, of this family, who was the father
of six children, John, James, Frank, Sarah, Mary and Caroline.
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James C. and Sarah (Martin) Davis were the parents of five children:
Elizabeth, the wife of A. M. Bonham; Caroline, the wife of George W.
Hart; Daisy, the wife of V. J. Shilt; Cena, unmarried, and B. S., the immediate subject of this review.
Professor Davis married Nina Tillman on May 28, 1891, the daughter
of Anderson and Catherine (Albright) Tillman, and to this union have been
born two children, Helen and Katherine.
Professor Davis is a member of Fellowship Lodge No. 106, Free and
Accepted Masons, in which he is a past master. Mr. Davis's father and his
grandfather both were members of the Masonic lodge at Arcanum, Ohio.
Professor Davis is an adherent of the Republican party. He and his family are members of' the Christian church.

REUBEN J. SCHEID.
Men who have attained success in business are always honored and respected by the communities in which they have lived, and in which they
have accomplished so much. Especially honored are those who find time
to labor in the interests of the community, inspiring others to loyalty and
faithfulness. Able men never fail to raise the standard of their communities, and it is a pleasure to record the notable incidents in the lives of such
men. Generous, genial and diligent, interested at all times in the welfare
of his community, and the proprietor of a successful business in Eaton, is
Reuben J. Scheid, whose name appears at the head of this brief review.
Reuben J. Scheid was born at New Hope, Preble county, Ohio, March
27, 1876, the son of George and Martha (Miller) Scheid, natives of Germany. George Scheid was born near Frankfort-on-the-Rhine, while his
wife was a native of Stuttgart. They were the parents of ten children:
Mary, the wife of George Hill, of Richmond, Indiana; Elizabeth, the wife
of Daniel Swihart, of Eaton; Ella, the wife of Daniel Crumbaker, of Eaton;
Tillie, the widow of Charles Surface, of Eaton; Frank, of Eaton; Emma,
the wife of Elmer McWhinney, of Campbellstown, Ohio; Lenora, unmarried; Anna, the wife of J. W. Ray, of Long Beach, California; Reuben J.,
of Eaton, and Edward, of Covington, Indiana.
George Scheid was reared to manhood in Germany, receiving his education in the schools of his native land. He was a shoemaker by trade, and
after coming to America settled in Hamilton, Ohio. After residing there

87O

PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

for several years he moved to Campbellstown, Preble county. From here
he moved to New Paris, and still later to a farm one-half mile south of
New Hope, where he engaged in farming. He moved to Eaton a year before his death, which occurred in 1902, at the age of seventy years. His
widow still survives him and has reached the age of eighty years. Both
were loyal and earnest members of the Lutheran church. Mrs. Scheid later
united with the United Brethren church and still retains an active interest
in its welfare.
The paternal grandparents of Reuben Scheid lived and died in Germany, the grandfather being drowned. The maternal grandparents also
lived all their lives in Germany.
Reuben J. Scheid was reared on his father's farm, near New Hope,
until he reached the age of eighteen, receiving his education in the district
schools of his home neighborhood. He then took a course in the Richmond
Business College, at Richmond, Indiana, after which he secured employment as a fireman on the Pennsylvania railroad, from Cincinnati to Logansport, in which occupation he remained three years. After this he engaged in the canning business in Eaton, and has since continued in this business, first in partnership with his brother, Edward, when the firm was
known as Scheid Brothers Packing Company, but for the last six years he
has conducted the business alone. He packs tomatoes and has developed
the business from a small hand-packing establishment to a large concern,
employing fifty people. He sells his goods principally in Chicago, St. Louis,
Kansas City and other large markets. He packs fancy tomatoes and has a
large sale on these goods. In the summer of 1914 he moved his plant to a
new site and built a large sanitary factory covering an immense tract of
land and equipped with up-to-date machinery. He is also interested in another plant at Camden, in this county, and has a splendid business there.
Mr. Scheid was married on November 16, 1905, to Mayme Rinehart,
the daughter of Charles and Lavina (Duggins) Rinehart, and to this union
two children have been born, Robert J. and Marguerite.
Mrs. Scheid was born in Washington township, near Eaton, March 10,
1879. Her parents were natives of Ohio, and lived in Washington township, in this county, where they are farmers. Mr. and Mrs. Rinehart are
the parents of three children, Mayme, Edward and Russell. The paternal
grandparents of Mrs. Scheid were Perry Rinehart and wife, natives also
of Ohio. Their children were Charles, Frank, Laura and Henry. The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Scheid were natives of Ohio and the parents
of several children.
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Mr. Scheid is a Democrat, is a member of the city council of Eaton,
and is making a splendid record as a public official. He is especially interested in public affairs, and religiously, he and his wife are loyal and earnest
workers and members of the Christian church, of Eaton. He is also a
member of the official board. Mr. and Mrs. Scheid are highly respected
members of the community in which they live, and popular among all classes
of people.

EDMUND PERRY VAUGHAN.
One of the leading lawyers of Preble county is Edmund Perry
Vaughan, of Eaton. Air. Vaughan, like so many lawyers, went from the
schoolroom into law. He received a splendid education before taking up
law, which accounts for a remarkable success in that profession.
Edmund Perry Vaughan was born near Xenia, Greene county, Ohio,
December 15, 1854, the son of William Peleg and Hannah R. (Caner)
Vaughan, 'natives of Ohio. They had six children: Edmund P., of Eaton;
James Sidney, who died in 1881; Alice, who died in 1892, was the wife of
George T. Rice; Rachel Elizabeth, the wife of Jesse Foster, of Lewisburg,
Ohio; Elmer Grant, who died in 1894, while principal of the Eaton high
school, and Daisy Alay, the wife of Esta M. Pierce, of Fostoria, Ohio.
William P. Vaughan, the father of Edmund P., was reared in Greene
-county, Ohio, and was a farmer all his life. He came to Preble county in
1869, and located in Twin township, where he bought a farm of one hundred acres, which he improved. He died there on November 10, 1888, at
the age of fifty-seven. His wife died in April, 1898, at the age of sixtytwo. She was a member of the Christian (Newlight) church.
The paternal grandfather of Edmund P. Vaughan was William
Vaughan, and his wife was Elizabeth Hobbit, natives of Virginia and Montgomery county, Ohio, respectively. They were pioneer farmers of Greene
county, where he died in middle life. He was a soldier in the War of 1812.
She died in Preble county at the age of eighty-two. They had a large family: John, Benjamin, Sarah, Nancy, William P., James H. and Leutitia.
The founder of the Vaughan family was John Vaughan, who came
from Wales and settled in Shenandoah county, Virginia, where he followed
farming. He moved to Ohio in 1811 and settled in Greene county. He
had a large family, among them a son, William, who enlisted in the War
of 1812. William was a great reader and a student of Bible history, and
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in naming his son, William, Jr., added the Bible name of Peleg, meaning
"division" in Hebrew. At at the time of William, Jr.'s birth in 1831, his
father made the prophecy that, since in Peleg's day the world was divided
against itself (see Genesis), if this son lived to be thirty years old he would
see the United States divided against itself, which division did occur in
1861.

The maternal grandparents of Edmund P. Vaughan were Smith and
Rachel (Gwin) Carver, natives of New" Jersey. They came to Ohio and
settled in Clinton county about 1817, where he farmed. He died there in
1848, at the age of thirty-nine, she surviving him many years, her death occurring in Preble county in 1886, at the age of seventy-four. They had
nine children: Permelia, Phoebe, Hannah R., Samuel S., George M.,
Amanda E., and three who died in early childhood.
Edmund P. Vaughan spent his early boyhood days in Greene, Miami
and Montgomery counties, and came to Preble county with his parents in
1869, where he grew to manhood and has lived ever since. He grew up
on his father's farm and attended the district schools, also the Medina Normal School at Medina. Later he attended the Northern Ohio Normal School
at Ada, where he received the degree of Bachelor of Science. He began
teaching at the age of eighteen, and taught for eighteen years, going to
school and teaching at intervals. He then began studying law at West Alexandria in the offices of Hon. Oscar Sheppard, and entered the Cincinnati
Law School, where he graduated-in 1890. He was admitted to the bar that
year and also admitted to practice in the supreme court of Ohio. He began practicing at Eaton, first in partnership with Elam Fisher, until Mr.
Fisher was elected to the bench, and since that time he has practiced alone,
a period of twenty-four years altogether.
Edmund P. Vaughan was married on March 12, 1891, to Mary E.
Gale, the daughter of John and Catherine (Holdeman) Gale, and to this
union two children were born, James Gale and Martha. James Gale is in
the office with his father and is a graduate of the Eaton high school. He
and the daughter live at home.
The wife of Edmund P. Vaughan died on December 3, 1902, at the
age of forty-three. Her father was a merchant and later a farmer. He
was a native of New Hampshire and a relative of Daniel Webster, and her
mother a native of Ohio. They had five children: Alice C , Oscar A.,
Mary E., Harriett and John M. The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Vaughan
was Samuel Gale. He and his-wife were natives of New England and
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early settlers in Preble county, Ohio. He was a farmer and both lived to
a ripe old age. Among their children were Harriett, Caroline, Martha and
John. The maternal grandfather of Mrs. Vaughan was Abraham Holderman, a native of Virginia. He came to Ohio with his father, John Holderman, in 1806, and located in Lanier township. The children of Abraham
were Catherine, Sarah, Eliza, Eli and Allen F.
Mr. Vaughan was married on December 31, 1910, to Leopoldena AI.
Crist, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Crist, both of whom were natives
of Germany. Mrs. Vaughan was born in Reading, Ohio, her parents afterward moved to Dayton, Ohio, where they lived the remainder of their
lives, her father dying in 1910, in his ninetieth year, while her mother died in
middle life. They had a large family of children, including Mary, Alartin,
Florence, John, Isadore and Anna. Mrs. Vaughan graduated from the
Cincinnati Hospital in 1895 as a trained nurse, and for several years was a
leading nurse in the city of Dayton.
Mr. Vaughan was county examiner during the time he was a teacher
and he also served as prosecuting attorney for one term. At present he is a
member of the board of education at Eaton, and has been clerk of the board
for several years. He is identified with the Republican party. Mr. Vaughan
now lives at 608 East Main street, Eaton, Ohio. Mr. Vaughan has been
solicitor for the Eaton Loan and Home Aid Company for twenty years.
Besides his law practice and other interests in Eaton, Mr. Vaughan owns
a fine farm of one hundred acres in Twin township, in the operation of
which he is actively interested.
Having been identified with the history of Preble county for so many
years, Mr. Vaughan has come to be favorably known in every township. He
ie a brilliant lawyer and has an enviable record for winning a large percentage of the cases entrusted to him.

LEANDER A. FRAME.
Leander A. Frame, a popular and prosperous farmer, of Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio, is the proprietor of the old Frame homestead,,
entered by his great-great-grandfather on October 28, 1816. No little distinction is attached to the ownership of a farm with which one's family
name has been connected ever since it was a wilderness and purchased from
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the government. Leander A. Frame obtained this farm, of one hundred
and sixty acres, from his father, Daniel Frame, in 1900, who obtained it,
in 1865, from his father, Silas Frame, he, in turn, obtaining it from Jeremiah Frame, who entered the land. Leander A. Frame and his wife and
mother now own this farm.
Leander A. Frame was born on this farm on December 18, 1853, the
son of Daniel and Hannah (Dillman) Frame. Daniel Frame was the son
of Silas and Pollie (Strador) Frame. Silas was the son of Jeremiah and
Elizabeth Frame. Jeremiah Frame was a native of Virginia and a soldier
under General Washington in the Revolutionary War. He was detailed to
return to Washington's plantation to oversee the farm work. After the war
he moved to Kentucky, where he was a slaveholder in that state. He became
disgusted with slavery and left his slaves and came to Ohio, locating on the
farm where the subject lives. Here he built a log cabin and, all in all, entered
eight other farms, none of which was less than a quarter of a section. He
gave each of his nine children a farm. In his day Jeremiah Frame was a
prominent man. He was a strict Presbyterian. Mr. Frame died in 1828,
after having been in Ohio twelve years.
Silas Frame was the youngest son of Jeremiah, and received the old
home place. This place passed from him to Daniel Frame, who was a public-spirited man of wide influence in his community. He was a member of
the Christian church and a deacon in that church. Although possessed of
a strong religious nature, Daniel Frame was broad-minded and liberal in
thought. He was much interested in the public welfare of the community
and contributed much to its common good. He was the father of two children : Leander A., the subject of this sketch, and Ella O., who became the
wife of J. W. Brinley. She was born in 1859, married in 1882, and died
in 1886.
Leander A. Frame was reared on the farm and received his education
in the common schools of Jackson township. He attended school in the
winter and worked on the farm during the summer time. He remained at
home until twenty-eight years old. He has been a farmer throughout his
whole life and was active in this vocation. He preferred Shorthorn cattle,
Englishshire and road horses and good hogs. Mr. Frame's horses were
mostly native road horses. He was also interested in several imported
horses. Mr. Frame is now retired.
Leander A. Frame married Laura Wolf, in February, 1882, from which
union two children were born, Lawrence and Ella O. Lawrence was bora
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in 1887 and died in 1908. Ella O. was born on April 28, 1891, and married
Leland Campbell, of Campbellstown, Ohio. They have one daughter, Ramona, who was bora on April 28, 1912. The first wife of Leander A.
Frame died in 1894, and he married Eva Conley in 1895, she dying on
October 12, 1912. He then married Airs. Emma (AIoss) Huffman, who
was born in Union county, Indiana, April 26, 1861. She was educated in
the common schools and lived in Eaton, Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Frame are members of the First Christian church, at
Eaton, Ohio, he being a member of the official board and prominent in the
work of that church. Air. Frame is independent, preferring to cast his vote
for able, honest and efficient men, rather than for political parties. He is
well known throughout Preble county and is popular in all classes of people. He deserves to rank as one of the representative citizens of the community where he lives.

P H I L I P A. SAYLOR.
Times have changed greatly, so far as requirements for admission to
the bar, are concerned. Two generations ago the young lawyer was trained
altogether in an office, but now most states require training in an accredited
law school, and accept nothing short of a definite course of instructions for
admission to the bar. There is no doubt that the new standard has improved the qualifications of lawyers. In Philip A. Saylor, Preble county
has a young lawyer who has been eminently educated for his profession.
Philip A. Saylor was born in Van Wert county, four miles east of Van
Wert, January 2, 1871, the son of John W. and Lucinda (Shafer) Saylor,
natives of Ohio. They had two children, AlcClellan, of Aliddletown, Ohio,
and Philip A., of West Alexandria, Ohio.
John W. Saylor was reared in and around West Alexandria and was
a carpenter and contractor, building many of the school buildings and other
substantial structures in Preble county. He now lives a retired life in West
Alexandria. His wife belongs to the Christian church. Mr. Saylor was a
soldier in the Civil War and served three years and three months as a private. He enlisted as a private in Company E, Twenty-second Regiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was assessor of Lanier township sixteen or
seventeen terms. He is a Democrat, and is still living, at the age of eightythree, while his wife's age is seventy-five.
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The paternal grandfather of Philip A. Saylor was John D. Saylor.
He and his wife were natives of Pennsylvania and early settlers in Preble
county. He was a carpenter and lived at West Alexandria for a time, but
died at Palestine, Darke county, Ohio, well advanced in years. They had
a large family: Andrew, John W., Phineas, David, Harrison, Philip,
Maria, Jane and Matilda.
The maternal grandparents of Philip A. Saylor were Philip and Elizabeth (Wesco) Shafer, natives of Pennsylvania, of German descent. They
were early settlers in Preble county and lived and died in Twin township.
They reared a large family: Peter, Henry, Jacob, Andrew, Philip, Margaret, Julia, Lucinda, Elizabeth, Elzina and Mary J.
Philip A. Saylor was reared near West Alexandria and worked at farm
work until he was eighteen years of age. He attended the public schools
and graduated from the West Alexandria high school in 1888, after which
time he attended Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware. He engaged in
the canning business, after his graduation from college, for several years,
and in the meantime began studying law, graduating from the University
of Cincinnati Law School on May 17, 1905. He was admitted to the bar
that year and began practicing at West Alexandria. He formed a partnership with James A. Gilmore, in Eaton, in 1906, and was with him until Mr.
Gilmore's death, on August 28, 1914. Since that time he has practiced
alone.
Mr. Saylor was married, on August 3, 1899, to Bertha Huggins, the
daughter of Robert D. and Caroline Huggins. There was one daughter
born to that union, Martha C. Mrs. Saylor was bora in West Alexandria
and her parents were natives of Ohio, both now being deceased. Her father
died in 1900, at the age of sixty-seven, and her mother a few years earlier
, at an advanced age. They had two children, William and Bertha. Throughout his life Mr. Saylor has been an ardent Democrat. He was elected prosecuting attorney of Preble county in 1914. He was a member of the seventy-fourth General Assembly of Ohio in 1900 and 1902, and was in many
important fights. He took an especial interest in legislation for good roads.
He did considerable work on the floor of the House in this manner.
Mr. Saylor belongs to King Hiram Lodge No. 88, Free and Accepted
Masons, and is master of the lodge. He is also a member of Eaton Chapter No. 22, Royal Arch Masons, and of the Lanier Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of West Alexandria. Mrs. Saylor is an active and devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal church.
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CHARLES AI. PARKER.
Although the great number of the early settlers of Preble county followed the calling of agriculture and many of their descendants continue
to do so, not all of them have become farmers. The life of any civilized
community demands certain adjuncts in the way of mercantile establishments, places of amusement and sundry other kinds of business in which
men may engage. All these things play important parts in the welfare of a
community, and not the least important calling in which a man can engage
is that of providing creature comforts and amusements for his neighbors.
Therefore, Charles M. Parker, of Camden, who conducts a flourishing restaurant and billiard hall, thus providing both necessities and amusement for
his patrons, is thoroughly entitled to a place in the pages of a volume of this
nature.
Charles M. Parker was born in Jackson township, Preble county, Ohio,
•on January 3, 1870, the son of John and Anna R. (Rohrer) Parker. His
paternal grandfather was Lewis Parker, who was born in New Jersey, on
January 2, 1802, and who later came to Preble county.
John Parker, the father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Somers
township, Preble county, Ohio, on June 17, 1840, and followed the calling
•of a farmer. His earlier years he spent in operating a farm in Jackson
township, but he later moved to his farm in Somers township, where he
remained until his death, which occurred on December 30, 1912. On June
25, 1865, John Parker married Anna R. Rohrer, who was born July 27,
1842, and who is now deceased. Six children, four of whom are living,
were born to this union, namely: Bertha, bom May 24, 1866, now deceased; Sarah, born April 25, 1868, who died December 12, 1889; Charles
M., born January 3, 1870, the subject of this sketch; Nellie, born December 6, 1889, now the wife of Sanford Davis, of Somers township; Lucy, born
August 25, 1874, who lives in Dayton, Ohio, and Alatilda, now the wife of
George E. Minter, of Lexington, Kentucky.
Charles M. Parker received a common-school education in the schools
•of Preble county and, having finished his studies, took up the calling of
agriculture,, which he followed until 1900. Mr. Parker, however, was more
deeply interested in mechanical and commercial affairs than in farming
and, in 1900, he left the farm and went to Indianapolis, Indiana, where he
worked for four and one-half years at the trade of boiler making: He
then entered the employ of the city water company, where he worked
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for three years. The following two years he spent in the employ of the
Kingan Packing Company, of Indianapolis.
In 1912, at the time of his father's death, Mr. Parker returned to
Preble county and assumed the responsibilities of operating the home farm.
He remained in active charge of the farm for a period of nearly three years,
but still retained a deeper interest in commercial matters than in those of
agriculture. Fie therefore, on January 16, 1915, bought the White House
restaurant and billiard hall in Camden. To his new business enterprise
Mr. Parker took all the enthusiasm which had been generated by his commercial nature and from the very start began to improve and develop his
new property. In that direction he met with immediate success, the result
being that he now owns a thoroughly up-to-date restaurant and billiard hall
and enjoys the patronage of a large circle of friends.
Politically, Air. Parker is a supporter of the Democratic party and has
always taken an intelligent interest in the principles of that party, although
he has never aspired to public office. He is well and favorably known in
his community and enjoys the acquaintance of a large circle of friends.
He is a thorough-going man of business, who endeavors to please his patrons
in every way possible, and who is rapidly coming to the front as one of
Camden's prominent commercial leaders.

JUDGE ARTHUR DUFFIELD DAVIS.
Alen deserve credit for their success in proportion to the difficulties they
have to overcome. Judge Arthur D. Davis, of Preble county, Ohio, equipped
himself for the law wholly by home study. Not only is he a very learned
judge, but his success is wholly self-earned. Twice he has been endorsed
by the people of Preble county, the first time when he was elcted judge in
his initial campaign, and the second time when he was re-elected by an
increased majority.
Judge Arthur Duffield Davis,, probate judge of Preble county, Ohio,
was born in Monroe township, Preble county, Ohio, August 12, 1879, the
son of Henry P. and Sarah Jane (Renne.r) Davis, natives of Ohio. Henry
P. Davis and wife" were the parents of seven children: Charles M., a resident of Alberta,. Canada; William H., of Cleveland, Tennessee; Delilah
Belle, deceased, who was the wife of Elijah Wehrley; Frank L., of Texarkana, Arkansas; Fannie A., wife of L. C. Ashman, of New Paris, Ohio;
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Ida J., the wife of William Knapp, of Eldorado, Ohio; Arthur D., of
Eaton, Ohio, and Susie, who died at the age of four years.
Henry P. Davis was reared in Butler county, Ohio, near Germantown,
and moved to Preble county about 1865, locating near Gettysburg on the
Arthur Duffield farm. H e was a man of great industry and energy, being
engaged at different times as a merchant, butcher, thresher, saw-mill operator
and as a farmer. H e owned a farm of ninety-two acres, which he improved with fine buildings, and on this farm his death occurred in 1909, at
the age of seventy-two. His wife died in 1907, at the age of sixty-eight
years. Both were loyal and earnest members and active workers in the
Presbyterian church.
The paternal grandparents of Judge Davis, James AI. and Annie
(Lewis) Davis, were farmers, and their children were, Henry P. (the father
of Judge Davis), Lewis, J. G., William P., Alartha ]., Priscilla, Augustus,
Jefferson, Sarah E, Alilton, Eliza, Amanda F. and Minerva. The maternal
grandfather was William Renner, and he and his wife, Susan, were early
settlers of Preble county, where he followed the occupation of farming until
his death, at a very advanced age. H e and his wife reared a large family of
children, including the following: Sarah Jane, Isaac, William, Elizabeth,
James, Catherine and Joseph.
Judge Davis was born and reared in Preble county, growing up as a
farmer lad, attending the district schools of his home township during the
winter seasons, and assisting his father with the work on the farm during
the summers. Later he took a course in the Richmond Business College, at
the same time doing considerable studying at home. H e lived at home until
he was grown, after which he worked for a time for the Great American
Tin Plate Company, then for the Indiana Pipe Line Company, and, later,
for the Indianapolis Gas Company, at Montpelier, Indiana, but, on account
of his mother's ill health, returned to the farm, where he lived for one
year. H e was then chosen deputy of the probate court under Judge Brumbaugh, serving in this capacity for three years. H e was then elected probate judge, the first time by one hundred and twenty-six majority, and the
second time by seventeen hundred and seventy-seven majority. H e is now
serving his second term as judge of the probate court of Preble county.
H e has always spent a great deal of his time at home in the study of law
, Judge Davis was married, October 12, 1910, to Minnie Frances Brown,
the daughter of William Allmond and Hannah ( C a r r ) Brown. Mrs. Daviswas born in Morgan county, Ohio, while her parents also are natives of the
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and makes her home in Eaton. Mr. and Mrs. Brown were the parents of
two children, Clyde, now a resident of New York City, and Minnie, the
wife of Judge Davis. Mrs. Davis is a graduate of Ohio University, at
Athens, Ohio; was principal of the schools at Glouster, Ohio; taught in the
Eaton high school for a period of five years and is now deputy clerk in the
probate court of Preble county.
In politics, Judge Davis has always been a stanch adherent of the
Democratic party, and has been a leader in the ranks of his party for many
years. He now owns his father's old farm in Alonroe township, and takes
;an active interest in his farming operations. Fraternally, Judge Davis is
a member of Bolivar Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons; Eaton Chapter,
Royal Arch Masons, and Reece Council, Royal and Select Masters, of Dayton, Ohio. He is also a member of the Knights of Pythias lodge at New
Paris, Ohio. Religiously, Judge Davis is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, while his wife holds her membership in the Baptist church.
Aside from Judge Davis's record as a learned, capable and impartial
judge of the law, he has a splendid personal record and is popular throughout his native county. This record he has well earned by right personal
living and scrupulous relations with the public generally.

NEWTON E. STEVENS.
The gentleman to a review of whose life the reader's attention is now
•directed .is recognized as one of the energetic, well-known agriculturists
of Preble county, who, by his untiring and progressive methods, has contributed in a material way to the advancement of the locality where he
lives. In the course of an honorable career he has been successful in the
lines to which his efforts have been directed and enjoys distinguished prestige among the representative men of his community, so that it is eminently
proper that attention should be called to his achievements and due credit
be recorded to his worth as an enterprising citizen.
Newton E. Stevens, whose splendid farm is located on a part of the
northeast quarter of section 10, township 7 north, range 1 east, Dixon
township, was born in Union county, Indiana, on the old Indian boundary
line, February 1, 1861. Mr. Stevens is the son of Stephen and Alartha
(Snyder) Stevens, long respected residents of the Hoosier state. Stephen
Stevens was born in Union county, Indiana, December 27, 1832, the son
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of William Stevens. He was reared and educated in his native community,
was there married and resided there throughout his life, until November,
1914, when he relinquished active farming operations and moved to Liberty,
Indiana, where he now resides. His wife, Martha Snyder, was the daughter
of Simon and Sarah W. Snyder, the former born in Lee county, Virginia,
July 7, 1804, and the latter a native of Guilford county, North Carolina.
Sarah Snyder was a hardworking and industrious woman, making a living
as a laborer in the harvest and hay fields. She was a devout Christian
woman and enjoyed to a marked degree the respect of all who knew her.
Her husband, Simon Snyder, emigrated from his native state to Indiana
territory in 1807 and on February 20; 1828, was married to Elizabeth Witt.
To this union were born nine children, John, Joshua, Isaac, Benjamin,
Andrew, Mary, Martha I., Anna, and one other.
Newton E. Stevens was reared on the paternal homestead in Union
county, Indiana, from 1861 to 1885, when he came to Preble county and
bought the farm on which he now lives and to the cultivation of which he
has devoted himself continuously since. Being a man of sound judgment
and industrious habits, he has gained marked success in his enterprises and
is today numbered among the successful and prosperous farmers of his
community. In addition to the raising of all crops common to this locality,
he gives considerable attention to live stock, in which he has also had considerable success, and has been heavily interested in the shipping of hogs
and cattle, shipping two or three carloads of animals a year.
On December 13, 1883, Mr. Stevens was married to Jane Norris, who
was born in Union county, Indiana, April 24, 1864, the daughter of Frederick
and Sarah (Nelson) Norris, both of whom are now deceased. She was
reared in the same neighborhood as her husband and they were acquainted
from childhood. They had but little in the way of material possessions
when they began their married life, and for some years Mr. Stevens rented
his father's farm, where they lived until coming to Preble county. In all
his labors, Mr. Stevens has been greatly assisted by his wife, who has been
to him, in every respect, a true helpmate. To them have been born two
•daughters, Iva I., born September 15, 1885, a n d Nellie M., born August
1, 1887, who, after graduating from the common schools, studied nursing
in the. Reed hospital, Richmond, Indiana, and is now following that profession.
In his political relations, Mr. Stevens gives his support to the Democratic, party and has long been active in local political councils. He has
(56) .
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given close attention to local public affairs and has served efficiently as a
member of the Dixon township school board and as justice of the peace.
Fraternally, he is a member of Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted
Alasons, and he and his wife are members of the Order of the Eastern
Star. Because of their marked social dispositions and their genuine worth,
Air. and Mrs. Stevens are popular in the circles in which they move.

CALVIN C. HARLAN.
Thirty years, perhaps, would cover the active careers of most men, yet
Calvin C. Harlan has conducted a photograph gallery for forty-one years.
He is one of the foremost photographers in the state of Ohio and for many
years has enjoyed a large and lucrative patronage. Air. Harlan is one of
those men who has kept pace with every modern current of thought and is
well informed, not only with regard to his business, but on things generally.
In the past forty years there has been a remarkable development in
photographic processes and Mr. Harlan has maintained his position in the
foremost ranks of this technical progress.
Calvin C. Harlan was born in Warren county, Ohio, twelve miles east
of Lebanon, in December, 1843, the son of David K. and Juley Emma (Howland) Harlan, natives of Virginia and Germany, respectively. They were
early settlers in Warren county and had eight children, Demetrus, Nicholas,
Varner, Isabella, Mary Ann, who married Air. Vandevoort; Melinda, who
died single; Charity, who married Air. Hale, and Calvin C, of Eaton.
David K. Harlan, the father of Calvin C, was reared in Warren county,
Ohio, and was a farmer. His wife died there at the age of fifty-five. He
came to Eaton about 1884 and died here at the age of eighty-six. When
he left the farm, he wrote a book on "Natural Spiritualism." He owned
a farm of one hundred and twenty-eight acres in Warren county, which he
cleared and improved. He lived in a cabin at first, but later built a large
brick house. He was a man of great energy. He conducted a brick yard
and a store on the same ground. He had two brothers, William and Nathaniel.
The maternal grandfather of Calvin C. Harlan was a native of Pennsylvania, he and his wife being early settlers of Warren county, where they
died. They were farmers and had three sons and three daughters.
Calvin. C. Harlan was reared on his father's farm in Warren county,
and attended a country school at Hickoryville. He lived at home until he
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was twenty-one and then married. After his marriage, he went to Richmond, Indiana, to learn the photographer's business, which he has followed
for more than forty years. He learned to play a violin when a boy, beginning
when eight years old, and used to play for dances for twenty-five miles
around Richmond. After coming to Eaton in 1873, he learned to play by
note, having previously played by ear, and, organizing an orchestra, played
for parties for a number of years until after his father's death, when he
gave it up. He invented a "mute" attachment for a violin and sold a great
many of them to musicians.
Mr. Harlan was married, in 1864, to Alary Harlan, a third cousin, and
there were two children born to this union, Fred and a daughter who died
in infancy. Fred is a farmer in Warren county and is married. Airs.
Harlan died in 1868. Calvin C. Harlan came to Eaton in 1873 and opened
a photograph gallery and has continued in this business here since that
time. In 1875 he was married to Anna Gardner and one daughter, who died
at birth, was born to this union. The mother died in 1900. Mr. Harlan
married again, his third wife being an old schoolmate, whose maiden name
was Alattie Turner. She died three or four years after their marriage.
She was a member of the Alethodist church and Air. Harlan is also a member of that denomination.
Politically, Mr. Harlan is a Republican and at one time served as a
member of the Eaton city council, filling out an unexpired term. All of
Mr. Harlan's wives were good women, loyal and devoted helpmeets and
unselfish Christians.

TIAIOTHY GLENN.
There are few callings which demand a closer application of mental
energy and a clearer brain than that of telegraphy. Thousands of lives
are dependent upon the sobriety, clear-headedness and efficiency of the telegraph operator every minute in the day. A mere slip of memory is liable
to cause frightful disaster, great loss of human life and untold suffering.
The telegraph operator at all times must be physically and mentally fit for
the duties with which he is charged. One of the most efficient telegraph operators employed by the Pennsylvania railroad is Timothy Glenn, of New
Paris, Ohio.
Timothy Glenn was born on February 11, 1863, in New Paris, and is a
son of Thomas and Catherine (Foley) Glenn. Thomas Glenn was born
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in Milltown, County Clare, Ireland, and when he had reached his majority, emigrated to Scotland, where he remained for five years. He then
came to the United States and, after traveling about the South for some
time, during which period he was employed on a boat on the Mississippi
river, he finally located in Indianapolis, Indiana. Later he came to New
Paris, Ohio. After coming to New Paris, he was employed by the Little
Miami Railway Company, which was building a line through Preble county
at that time. Thomas Glenn continued in this work until 1885, when he
retired, and spent the remainder of his days in New Paris, where his death
occurred. He married Catherine Foley in 1861. She also was a native
of County Clare, Ireland, and came to the United States with her parents.
Thomas Glenn and wife were the parents of the following children: Timothy, the subject of this sketch; Margaret, the wife of C. W. Howard, a
contractor living at Indianapolis, Indiana; John, who married Alary Fleming, and lives at Indianapolis, Indiana.
Timothy Glenn was reared in New Paris, Ohio, and was educated in
the public schools of that city. When ten years old, Mr. Glenn lost a limb,
being run over by a Pennsylvania train. He attended school until he was
sixteen years old, and then took up the study of telegraphy at Richmond,
Indiana. He commenced work at Elwood, Indiana, for the Pennsylvania
Railway Company, and remained at that place for one year, when he was
transferred to Anderson, Indiana. He remained at the latter place one year
and then returned to New Paris, in July, 1883, when the double-track
service was established between New Paris and Richmond, Indiana. Mr.
Glenn has occupied the same position since that time. He has never lost
a clay on account of sickness and is a steady worker in every respect. Immediately before Mr. Glenn took up telegraphy he worked for about a year
as a section hand.
Timothy Glenn was married to Mary Sullivan, the daughter of John
and Hanora (Fuller) Sullivan, both natives of Ireland, who came from
County Kerry. To this union two children have been born: William H.,
who was born March 8, 1892, graduated from the New Paris high school,
learned telegraphy and is an operator at New Paris, Ohio, for the Pennsylvania railroad; Thomas B., a twin brother of William H., died at the
age of six months.
Mr. Glenn has prospered in life and, by rigid economy and frugal
living, has acquired a substantial competence, even though he began life
with nothing. Today he owns a splendid home, the result of his careful
management and living.
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Religiously, Mr. and Airs. Glenn are devout members of the Catholic
church, and Mr. Glenn belongs to the Knights of Columbus and the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. Politically, he is a Democrat. He has been the
recipient of splendid political honors, having served as mayor of New
Paris for three terms. He has also served as a member of the town council and as township clerk for a considerable period, and at one time he
was the nominee of his party for county recorder of Preble county, but
was defeated, with the remainder of the ticket, though he ran ahead of the
party vote. Air. and Airs. Glenn are quiet, unassuming people and highly
respected in New Paris, where they are well known. They are representative citizens of Jefferson township and, in every respect, are entitled to
representation in this volume.

DR. WILLIAM H. BUCKE.
Among the native sons of Preble county who have achieved a large
measure of success in professional life is Dr. William H. Bucke, a veterinary surgeon of Eaton, Ohio.
Dr. William H. Bucke was born in Monroe township, Preble county,
Ohio, February 6, 1866, the son of John and Louisa (Alber) Bucke. They
had five children: Dr. William H.; Martha, the wife of William Crawford,
of near Arcanum, Darke county, Ohio; Settie A., the wife of D. A. Siler,
of Columbus, Ohio; Alpha, who died when a child; and Irvin W., of
Monroe township, who lives on the home farm.
John Bucke had two children by a former marriage, Sallie, who married Henry Frazee, of near Somerville, Ohio, and John Henry, of Eaton.
Mrs. John Bucke, prior to her marriage to Mr. Bucke, had been married to Joseph Sayring and four children were born to that marriage,
Jacob, of Monroe township; Hannah, deceased, who was the wife of Jonathan Gray; Adam, of Germantown, Ohio, and Levi, of Monroe township.
John Bucke was always a farmer. He and his wife owned two hundred
and forty acres in Monroe township, which he improved and where he
reared his family. He and his wife, both of whom are now deceased, were
devout members of the German Baptist church.
The paternal grandparents of Doctor Bucke were early settlers in
Washington township, Preble county, where they lived to advanced ages.
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They had a small family. The maternal grandparents of Doctor Bucke
were natives of Germany, coming to this country and settling in Darke
county, Ohio. They had four children, John, William, Louisa and one
other.
Dr. William H. Bucke was reared on his father's fann in Alonroe
township. He attended the district schools and remained at home until
he was twenty years old. He then continued to work on a farm until he
entered Ontario Veterinary College, graduating from this institution with
the class of 1890. After his graduation, Doctor Bucke practiced his profession in Alonroe township for one year. He then came to Eaton, where he
has practiced continually since that time.
Doctor Bucke was married, on April 16, 1891, to Mary Josephine
Rooks, the daughter of William H. H. and Sarah (Baker) Rooks. To
this union one son has been born, Harold Hobart. Airs. Bucke was born
in Darke county, Ohio, and her parents now live in Arcanum, Darke county.
They have five children, Josephine, Jacob E., Jane, Catharine and Genevra.
Politically, Doctor Bucke is identified with the Democratic party. He
belongs to Bolivar Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Alasons, and Waverly
Lodge No. 143, Knights of Pythias. In connection with the practice of
his profession, Doctor Bucke operates a livery barn in Eaton. He enjoys
a large practice and has been unusually successful. He is one of the bestknown citizens of Preble county and highly respected in the community
where he has spent almost all of his life.

RICHARD DANTLY.
There are many occupations, but only one is absolutely necessary to
man's existence. The three things which a man cannot live without are food,
clothing and shelter. The farmer not only controls the food supply, but
also holds the clothing products of the world in his hand. His is the
only occupation which can exist independently of all others. An increasing number of our best farmers are taking agricultural courses in college,
thereby fitting themselves for scientific farming. The profession has taken
on increased dignity within the past few years and more and more of our
young men are applying themselves to scientific farming. The farmer of
today has the immense advantage of working with machinery, which renders his work free of many of its former disadvantages. Preble county
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lias hundreds of splendid farmers, but it has few men who have succeeded
so well in the country of their adoption as Richard Danily.
Richard Danily, a farmer living on route No. 2 out of New Paris,
-Ohio, was born in Shropshire, England, December 26, 1861. He is the
son of Richard and Ann (Ruscoe) Danily, both of whom were born, reared,
married and died in England. One of their children, Ann, is the widow
of Zack Langley and lives in England.
Richard Danily was reared on a farm in England. He did not care
to attend school in his early years and, when placed in the grammar grades
by his father, he ran away from school. However, he was returned and
kept in school against his will for a period of eighteen months. At the
age of sixteen, he came with a cousin to the United States, landing at
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He remained there only forty-eight hours,
when he left for Texas. After arriving in Houston, he got a position in
a lumber yard, remaining there only two weeks, when he visited Texarkana
and Little Rock, finally arriving at St. Louis, Alissouri, where he spent
two weeks. Later he was employed on a farm near Troy, Illinois, but remained there only a short time and finally came to Preble county, Ohio.
Here he got work on a farm near New Paris. He remained with William
Stockton that summer and winter and attended school in district No. 1.
Subsequently, he worked for John Stockton, but spent all of his money.
He then worked for Sylvester Binley for three years and finally for Frank
Mitchell for one year.
Richard Danily was married on January 24, 1884, to Jennie Hulton,
who was born and reared in Preble county. Mr. Danily had no property
and little money at the time of his marriage. He settled down, however,
in New Paris, Ohio, and worked in the stone quarry for six years and, with
his earnings, paid for property which he had purchased. Subsequently, in
partnership with Thomas Melody and Patrick Cronan, he went into the
'bus business and continued this partnership with them for two years,
when the firm became Danily & Deem. This arrangement lasted two years,
when Mr. Danily bought out his partner and conducted the business himself for eight years. In the meantime he had purchased two hundred and
thirty acres "of land and he now owns three hundred and ten acres.
Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Danily, Fred and Minnie,
both of whom are at home.
Politically, Mr. Danily is an ardent Republican. He has served as a
member of the school board and in that capacity discharged his duties in
;an entirely satisfactory manner. Fraternally, he is a member of Harmony
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Lodge No. 396, Knights of Pythias, and is a past chancellor in that lodge.
Whatever may be said of Mr. Danily, it must be admitted that he has
taken advantage of every opportunity offered for material success during
his residence in this country. While he has succeeded in a material way,
he has also been able to retain the esteem and respect not only of his
business associates, but the people with whom he has come into contact.
In every sense, he is a representative farmer and an influential citizen of
Preble county, and especially of Jefferson township, where he lives.

JOSEPH T. WOERNER.
The memory of successful men lives long after they are gone. Their
influence goes on and on, to cheer their descendants on the pathway of
life, and to transform the lives of those who still live and who knew them
in the zenith of their active careers. One of Eaton's successful merchants,
whose memory remains precious to the clear wife and the children he left
behind, is Joseph T. Woerner, for more than forty years actively identified
with the commercial life of this metropolis of Preble county. His life was
one of untiring activity, and was crowned with a degree of success attained by comparatively few who aspire to commercial eminence. By a
straightforward and honorable course and upright business dealings, Air.
Woerner built up a large and lucrative business in the retail line of clothing.
The late Joseph T. Woerner was born on October 27, 1848, in Cincinnati, Ohio. He was of German parentage, his father and mother having
been born in the Old Country. Mr. Woerner's early education was carefully planned, and during his life he was considered one of the best informed
men of Preble county. During the two years preceding his coming to
Eaton, Ohio, he was associated with his. father in the tailoring business in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Prior to this time, at the age of eighteen, he had enlisted for service in the Union army in Company I, One Hundred and
Thirty-seventh Regiment, Ohio Volunteer -Infantry. His enlistment was
dated May, 1864, and he served one hundred days.
Mr. Woerner came to Eaton, Preble county, Ohio, just after reaching
his majority, and began life with a small capital, which he invested in the
clothing business. He continued in this line for more than forty years,
and when he died, on November 21, 1911, he was rated as one of Eaton's,
most successful business men.
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Air. Woerner had two daughters, who now live in Eaton. The business which he established and which he promoted so successfully is now
conducted by a son-in-law.
Airs. Woerner was born in Eaton, Ohio, and received her education in
the public schools of that city. She is a daughter of Alichael and Ann
(Casserly) Ryan, both of whom were natives of Ireland, who came to
Preble county, Ohio, in 1849. Airs. Woerner's parents, however, were
not married until after their arrival in Eaton. Airs. Woerner is a devout
member of the Catholic church and a liberal contributor to the support of
this faith. She is modest and unassuming in manner, a woman of culture
and refinement, who believes that the sphere of her sex lies in the home.
Throughout her life she has attended to her duties as a wife with rare zeal
and enthusiasm. Mrs. Woerner lives in a beautiful and comfortable home
on Main street, Eaton, surrounded by all the comforts and conveniences
obtainable. She is a woman highly respected and admired for her many
good qualities of head and heart.

