PREFATORY NOTE.
In laying before ·our patrons the history of PreblP.
county, the publishers wish not only to return thanks to
all who have given them encouragement in their undertaking and assistance in carrying out their plans, but to
make especial acknowledgment of services afforded,
and courtesies extended by many citizens of Eaton and
of the various townships of the county. Some measure
of assistance in collecting and compiling the materials
which compose this volume, it is safe to say, has been
received from, at least, a thousand persons. Fully that
number of people have been interviewed by our historians
and note-collectors. While we wish all to feel themselves
the recipients of our gratitude, we desire also to address
our thanks personally to a few individuals who have been
qualified and enabled, through the possession of, or
ability to secure information upon, certain single topics,
to lend the members of our writing corps invaluable aid.
To the clergy generally, the editors of the several newspapers and the always painstaking and obliging county
officials we extend our sincerest thanks for many favors
received. Am~ng individuals we feel it our duty even at
the risk of being invidious, to mention gratefully as those
from whom important assistance has been secured,
Thomas J. Larsh, esq., Judge John V. Campbell, Levin
T. McCabe, Judge Curry, S. H. Hubbell, R. G. D. McKemy, Jacob Chambers, Alfred Demy, C. W. Moore,
Frank Mitchell, Dr. F. M. Michael and Robert W.
Quinn, esq., all of Eaton, as well as Col. George D.
Hendricks and Joseph D. Tracey, late of the same place,
and that old-time and always esteemed citizen of Eaton,
now and for many years a resident of Indianapolis-Me.
George Bruce. To the late Dr. W. H. H. B. Minor,
whose death has occ.urred since the inception of this
work, we have been largely indebted for facts in connection with the history of Eaton.

We also tender expression of our obligation to .Messrs
David Barnett, Clinton Chadwick, George Jones, John
H. Ross, J. A. Huffman and 0. P. Brown, of Somers
township; to Abraham Halderman, the Rev. H. M. Her_
man, Mrs. Abraham Black, James Campbell and Oscar
Sheppard, of Lanier; to John Rape and Nathaniel Benjamin,ofTwin; to Richard Morrow, sr.,and Ebenezer Paddock, of Jackson; to James Elliott, Jesse Simonson,
James B. Gentle and A. R. Conger, of Dixon; to James
Ireland and S. W. Richey, of Jefferson; to John Ramsey,
of Israel; to John Chrisman, Jesse Stubbs, Christian Sayler and John Maddock, of Gratis; to Her.ry Shidler, of
Gasper; Abdiel Etzler, Henry Surface, Benjamin Aikman
and Dr. Miller, of Harrison; Esquire Shurley, Peter
Disher, John Juday and William G. Smith, of Monroe.
Credit is given to the following published works which
have largely been made use of: Henry Howe's "Historical Collections of Ohio;" Judge Dillon's "History of
Indiana;" Drake's "Indian Biography;" James R. Albach's "Annals of the West;" Squier and Davis' "Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley;" the "Centennial Address" by the late Judge Abner Haines; the
"Ohio Geological Report;'' "Ohio Railway Commissioners Report for 1874;" the reports of the several secretaries
of State; Gazetteers of Ohio; United States census;
the "Biographical Cyclopedia of Ohio" and the files of
the Eaton Register and Democrat.
The publishers feel, in placing this work before the
public, that they have faithfully fulfilled all pledges which
they made at the outset, and that they have produced a
history of Preble county which will be found both valuable and reliable. Certainly no pains have been spared
to make it all that it should be. We believe that it preserves from oblivion, in appropriate form, the essential
facts in the history of the territory of which it treats.

PREFATORY NOTE.
The task of collecting, from a thousand sources, the history of a county like old Preble is always an onerous one,
and has here been increased by the fact that only a modicum of the annals of early years has been handed down
through the medium of the types by those who were
best qualified to do that service for posterity and the historian. But on this account additional care has been
taken, not only to harvest, but to glean the field; and
that it has been done, despite the difficulty, carefully,
conscientiously and with due regard for the dignity of
the work, we have no hesitancy in saying. That a work
which ch~onicles ten thousand facts and contains twice

ten thousand names should be absolutely free from error
no one has a right to expect; and we do not claim for
the History of Preble County the attainment of such perfection; but that it is free from serious error of statement
we have reason to know.
The publishers, in addition to the history proper, have
given a valuable history of the State of Ohio, embr~cing
over one hundred pages of the book. They believe the
purchaser of this volume will appreciate this act, which
was done without promise to a single subscriber.
The volume is placed before the public in the confident belief that it will stand the test of candid criticims.
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CHAPTER I.
PHYSICAL FEATURES.
PREBLE county, if it has no scenery which realizes the
grand or approaches the massively sublime, certainly
presents to the eye a rare combination of those gentler
elements of nature's beauty, which atones for the absence
of the ruggedly picturesque. Nature everywhere wears
an appearance which indicates her favor to man and
adaptability to his good. The landscape everywhere is
of that nature which most harmonizingly holds and surrounds the scenes of harvest and the husbandman's
home. The rural residences and the tangible evidences
of thrift and plenty which cluster around them seem
appropriately placed in the pictures which a ride
through Preble county discloses to the eye. They are the
natural outcome-the crystallizations of the richness of
the soil-and, although reared by the industry of man,
they have not been wrought with such stress of force,
such slow and difficult toil, as in some less favored regions. Not stubbornly or grudgingly has nature yielded
here to man, but gladly and with glorious generosity of
han·est from the largest of her riches. A benison of
beauty seems to rest upon the land and to have as its
counterpart and complement the blessing of plenty.
With salubriovs climate, fertile soil, capable of bearing as full a variety of crops as any tract of country in
its latitude, bountiful and constant water supply, undulating but not rough surface, insuring good drainage,
and yet having no lands that arc untilable, Preble county
lacks no elements which the farmer needs. It has more
than these-an inexhaustible supply of limestone of
great economic value, and a greater available abundance
of good timber than any other section of the State .equal
in area.
In this chapter we present a description of the surface features and geology of the c9unty, taken principally
from the State geological report.

TOPOGRAPHY.

Prt:ble county is bounded on the north by Darke, on
the east by Mo~tgomery, on the south by Butler, and on
the west by the State of Indiana. The drainage of the
county is mainly by four streams, Twin creek, Seven
Mile creek, Four Mile creek, and Elk creek, all of which
tlo"· into the Great Miami. Some small areas upon the

west side of the county are drained by tributaries of the
White river. The surface is generally gently rolling, and
there is but a small part of the county which lies flat.
Parts of Washington and Jackson townships are quite
level, but there are only very small areas from which the
water flows sluggishly, and even in thrse no swamps arc
found. The highest land of the countv is to be found
on the ridge between the drainage basin.s, the water-shed
which ex~ends through Israel, Dixon, Jackson, Jcfferson,
and Monroe townships. The southern portion of the
county presents the most attractive appearance. It is
beautifully diversified in surface, and, besides being very
pleasing to the eye, it constiutes a very rich agricultural
district. A geological and a topographical map of Preble
county would be found, if compared, to have many
points in common. In a general way the altitudes and
depressions arc connected directly with the geological
formation. The northern portion of the county may be
said t0 consist of the Upper Silurian formation, and the
southern of the Blue limestone. The former lies hi(}'her
b
than the latter and projects into it a promontory which
extends below the county line. The Niagara limestone
may be said, in a general way, to have an altitude of
more than five hundred feet, and the Blue limestone of
less than five hundred feet above low water mark at
Cincinnati. The following arc the altitudes of a few
points in the county:
Eaton (site of court house) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
......
Camden (general level of town). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
County line in section thirty-two, Somers township .... . . ...... . .
:-.iorthwest comer of lsmcl township . .... . .. .... .... .. . .. . .. .
Summit of Rluc limestone at Halderman's mill .. .. ...... . ... . .
South line of county in S<.>ction thirty-three, r;ratis township . .....
Winchester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
West Alexandria (valley of Twin cn.-ek) ... . .. .... . ... . .. . ... . ..
Lcwisburgh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sonora (railroad grade) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Extreme southeast comer of IA'lnier township, valley of Twin .. . .
Valley of Seven Mile creek. on county line . ....... . ..... . ......
Ridge passing through Monroe, Jackson, etc .. .... .. .. .. .. ....

6 12
407
601
6s6

515
586
425
4:27
4'.15
54-1
350
325
675

The verti~al range of the county is about three hundred and fifty feet, and the geological, as far as the bed·
ded rocks are concerned, is considerably less.
GEOLOGICAL SERIES.

The geological serics of Preble county comprises
three main clements, one o.f which belongs to l.owcr
9
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Silurian time, while the other two are of Upper Silurian
age. The Niagara group has an average thickness of
seventy-five feet; the Clinton limestone a thickness of
fifteen feet, and the Cincinnati group attains a thickness
of two hundred and twenty-five feet The Blue limestone or Cincinnati group is principally shown in the
valleys. The valley of Twin creek is the deepest and
widest, but is so much obscured with drift th:lt it does
not furnish as satisfactory exposures of the rocky floor as
many of the shallower valleys do. Seven Mile creek
gives, on the whole, the best exhibition of this series.
From Camden to Halderman's mill, the stream runs
much of the way upon the rock, and excellent opportunities are offered for studying the structure and collecting fossils of the formation. The Blue limestone yields
a large quantity of building stone, of fair quality for
local use. It was years ago much used for lime, but the
advantages of the Cliff limestone for this purpose led to
its general adoption as a substitute.
The Clinton limestone comes next in order (ascending,) after the Blue limestone. The line of junction between the Lower and Upper Silurian is very distinct in
Preble county. A series of springs, and a very productive belt of country, mark this geological boundary. The
shales with which the Blue limestone is terminated are
impervious, and as the Clinton limestone that covers
them is porous, and is also traversed with lines of fracture, springs must necessarily occur along the line of the
two formations. Springs flowing over the margin of
shales will do something toward imparting to them fertility, and this particular series of shales possesses the
elements of fertility in large measure in their natural
constitution. Many of the finest farms in the county
belong to this horizon. The condition of the county in
the Morning Star neighborhood of Lanier township very
clearly exemplifies the facts here made mention of.
The Clinton limestone is everywhere uneven in its
The contrast between it and the oYerlying
bedding.
Dayton stone, or the even courses of the Cincinnati
group beneath is Yery striking. A layer of the Clinton
stone can rarely be followed a rod. The stone itself, in
many instances, seems solid, but it lies in very flat, linticular pieces rather than in a regular wall. It is on this
account that it is very little valued for building purposes
where either of the other formations heretofore named
is accessible. Parts of it are sandy in texture, and render the local name of sandstone applied to it appropriate. Throughout the exposure of this seriec; in Preble
and several adjoining counties beds are everywhere found
that acquire the name of firestone. They are sought for .
chimney backs and for all similar u~es to which ordinary
limestone cannot be applied The che1nical composition of the stone does not explain this peculiarity. They
consist of eighty-four per cent. of carbonate of lime and
about twelve per cent. of carbonate of magnesia. They
can be burned into a fair article of lime, but endure without crumbling in all ordinary exposure to heat. The
Clinton limestoneis in all of its outcrops throughout the
county rich in its characteristic fossils. Favosite corals,
chain corals, bulls-horn corals, and many forms of bryo-

zoans are very abundant, and are beautifully preserved.
PETROLF;UM PRODUCTION GEOLOGICALLY COSIDEREll.

In close connection with this fact, viz., that the formation is made up of organic remains, it is to be added
that petroleum abounds through many of the exposures
of the county. Geologists are generally agreed that petroleum, when occurring in a limestone rock; is derived
from the animal remains of the rock, but no explanation
can be given of the fact that the product occurs at one
point and is wanting in another. When the excitement
caused by the discoveries on oil creek was at its height
the show of oil along the outcrop of this formation did
not fail to attract attention, and rights to explore and develope the territory were bought up through several
counties of Ohio and Indiana. Companies were formed
and wells sunk at several points in southwestern Ohio.
The deepest of these was· at Eaton, wh.!re the boring
was carried eleven hundred and seventy feet below the
surface.. There was, however, no geological promise
in these undertakings. The Clinton limestone, it is true,
is rich in petroleum in many localities, but its thickness
does not exceed a dozen feet, and there have been no
disturbances in its stratification, by means of which reservoirs for the oil have been prepared. When the Clinton limestone was passed in the boring the long series of
the Cincinnati shales and limestones was not enough to
exhaust the limestone series of the State. A consider:tble fragment of the rock was brought up from a depth
of eleven hundred and thirty feet which proved to he a
silicious limestone, quite after the pattern of the older
limestones of the continent in their more northern latitudes. During the boring various alterations of disappointment and hope were realized by the projec:ors. The.
boring was begun in the Niagara limestone and when
the Clinton limestone was reached the st.<>w of petroleum was sufficient to kindle a. blaze of excitement.
The telegraph was used to announce to distant stockholders the success of the enterprise, and the boring
was temporarily suspended until a tank could be provided, that there might not be a "sit~ful waste of oil."
There are several points in the county which still yield a
fine show of petroleum, the springs that issue from
the base of the Clinton limestone being often thickly
coated with it.
THE NIAGARA GROUP

is shown to best advantage in section in the bed and
banks of Seven Mile creek at Eaton. There are nearly
fifty feet exposed within a mile or two of the village.
The ascending order of occurrence is as follows : ( t)
Dayton limestone, (2) Niagara shale, (3) West Union
limestone, (4) Springfield limestone, (5) Cedarville or
Guelph limestone. The three lowermost are, in this
county, somewhat obscure, and the third has, in fact, not
been positively identified. The Eaton building stone
belongs in number four of this series. It constitutes the
main resource ot the northern part of the county. The
same courses, together with the overlying Cedarville or
Guelph beds, are also strur.k at New Paris. The upper
beds arc here burned extensively for lime, which this
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horizon everywhere furnishes in central and southern
Ohio. The stone agrees in its composition with the
Cedarville beds, except that portions of it arc highly
fossiliferous. An annalysis of the limestone of the
Eaton quarries shows 49· 75 per cent. of carbonate of
lime; 35.87 carbonate of magnesia; 4.46 of alumina
and iron, and 9.40 of silicious matter. Among the
fossils found in great abundance at Eaton is the well
known shell-Pmtamerus oblongus, and also the more
common of the Niagara trilobites. Some of these fossils
appear here in greater abundance than in any other
locality known, and in great perfection.
On Banta's fork, three miles from Eaton, excellent
quarries arc worked in the lower beds of the Niagara,
and a fine article of flagging stone is secured. Similar
courses are ·worked on the banks of Twin creek, two
miles above Euphemia. The most extensively worked
quarries of the county arP. located at New Paris. The
upper numbers of the Niagara series are well developed
ar.d easily reached. The building stone courses are
also accessible. The main interest, however, is the
burning of lime, which is distributed mainly to the westward by railroads leading out of Richmond, Indiana.
Patent kilns are in use, and the production amounts to
three hundred bushels per day for eight months in th~
year. At the quarries on the east side of Twin creek,
opposite Lewisburg, lime has been burned for thirty
years.
1\ fine section is furnished in the bed and banks of
Sellers run, of the upper rocks of the county. Beginning with a fine show of the Clinton limestone rich in
its characteristic fossils, which is shown near Turner's
distillery, the succeeding beds of the Niagara series to
the Cedarville inclusive, are traversed and disclosed
within the course of a mile.
DRIFT DEPOSITS.

• The drift beds of the county cover nearly its entire
area, and in general character they ·agree with the
same order of deposits in adjacent regions. The boulder clay, or immodified drift is reached in the digging of
many wells. In the northern half of the county this
deposit is uniformly deep-so deep as never to be
reached in ordinary excavations. Its surface is often
covered with the sand, gravel and stratified clay which
compose the nwdified drift of this region, and when so
co\·ercd it constitutes the water bearer .for the area which
it occupies. When the boullter clay itself makes the
surface, the water supply is found at easily accessible
depths within it in some of the seams of sand and
gravel that arc scattered at irregular intervals through
its substance. In the central regions of the county
the boulder clay rests directly upon the polished surface
of the Niagara limestone, and in the southern it is not
seen as distinctly or often, its best exposures being in
the deeper valleys. There is every indication that the
boulder clay was formed under the great glacial sheet,
which, it has been demonstrated, covered the western
portions of the continent in the period preceding the
present It is filled with scratched and polished frag-

II

ments of limestone and northern rocks, compactly laid
in the dark blue clay which characterizes the formations
of this age in every part of the world where they occur.
The seams of sand and gravel interpolated in the clay,
doubtless result from partial meltings of the glacial sheet
in some of the wilder periods of its history. The ice
sheet, in its southern advance, must have found the face
of the continent covered with a forest growth and other
forms of vegetation. It seems certain that some remnants of this pre-glacial growth are preserved in the
boulder clay. Worn fragments of wood are often found
deep in the clay, which it seems impossible to refer to
any other source.
This pre-glacial vegetation must not, however, be confounded with the inter-glacial growths. The latter is,
doubtless, of much more fre<1uent occurrence. It is to
a widespread c;tratum of inter-glacial vegetation that the
buried tree tops, roots, leaves, and ancient soil, so often
reported in the digging of wells, and. other excavations,
must be referred. The forest bed, as this stratum has
been designated, is of much less frequent occurrence in
Preble than in the counties south and east of it, but
there are still many evidences of its presence within this
area. In Harrison township a tree top is reported to
have been struck at a depth of thirty feet. An ochre
seam which sometimes accompanies the forest bed and
sometimes replaces it in the regions to the southward, is
also occasionally met with in Preble county. It is generally fo:.1nd associated with a gravel seam which it
cements into a hardpan, which must be penetrated to
reach the water veins. The beds of modified drift, as
the sand, gravel, and clay, that overlie the boulder clay
in stratified deposits are called, occur abundantly in the
county, not being confined to the deeper. valleys, but
being found also over most of the uplands. In the
northern townships, and especially in the flat lying districts, they have a general thickness of twenty feet. Underneath are found the seams of sand and gravel that
cover the boulder clay, and which constitute the water
bearer of this region.
PHENOMENAL UOULIJER IJELT.

In nearly all particulars the drift of Preble county is
a part and parcel of the drift field of Ohio, but there is
a single feature in which it has the prominence over all
contiguous areas. A very remarkable boulder belt traverses its central and eastern regions- more remakable
than any similar belt in the State. There arc various·
points in this general region where boulders arc thickly
strewn over the surface in limited areas, as, for instance,
along the uplands that bound the Great Miami valley for
twenty-five miles above I>ayton, on the west side of the
valley, directly opposite Dayton, and also in the country that lies west of the Stillwater, in the vicinity of
Union, Montgomery county; but none of these boulder
belts attain the proportion of the Preble county deposit.
Its northern boundary is not very distinctly defined, but
there is a gradual thickening of the boulders until we
find them in the central part of Washington township so
numerous as to render tillage of the fields difficult.
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From this part the belt can be followed in a broad band
to the southeastward, as far as the county line, and even
beyond.
Its length within the county is at least ten
miles. Its greatest breadth does not exceed three
miles, but the east and west roads cut across it diagonally, so as to show sections of four or five miles in
width.
The boulders range in size from one thousand cubic
feet downwards. Of one hundred and two blocks that
were lying on the surface within a small compass, the
largest was seven feet in length; another measured five
feet; four exceeded four feet; six exceeded three feet;
and thirty-five measured more than two feet, while the
balance were under that size. It is probable that in this
area were nearly as many more concealed by a shallow
covering of soil. On one farm near West Alexandria
one thousand two hundred boulders, exceeding two feet
in diameter, were counted to the acre. There are points
where they occur in greater number than this. The
value of the land is diminished where it is so thickly
covered. The distribution of the boulders is irrespective of the elevations and irregularities of the surface.
They cover the high grounds and the low about equally.
They control portions of the belt, and occupy a part of
the great northern plain of the county, which has an
altitude of about one thousand feet above the sea. A
considerable variety of composition is shown by the
boulders, although the congl0merates are the most common · as well as the most characteristic. They agree
quite well with each other, and differ in a marked degree
from the conglomerates met with elsewhere in the drift
field of southwestern Ohio. It seems probable that they
may hereafter give the clue to the exact location from
which they. were originally derivtd. Their peculiarity
consists in their distinct stratification. Layers of coarse
silicious pebbles are separated from each other by from
four to eight inches of fine sandy quartzite, which is very
often light green in color and which sometimes has a
faint amethystine tint. The conglomerate character is
sometimes but feebly shown, and then the blocks would
be classed as ordinary quartzites.
The boulders evidently belong to the last stage of the
Drift period, to the time of northern submergence which
followed and closed the great ice age. They were
floated by icebergs across the inland sea that stretched
from the Canadian highlands to central Ohio, but no explanation is proffered of the fact that they occur just
where they now lie, rather than elsewhere. The present
topography of the country furnishes some suggestions,
but no adequate explanation of the phenomena. One
of the most remarkable circumstances occurring in the
drift is the obstruct ion of an old valley by the boulder
clay. This case is met with in the bed of a small tributary of Seven Mile creek, one mile west of the village
of Camden. The stream has been compelled to abandon its old course for a short distance, and to work out
a new and circuitous channel through the limestone rock.

CHAPTLR II.
THE PRE-HISTORIC RACE.

TIME was when the face of the country did not appear
as the pioneer first saw it-covered with an unbroken
forest. Centuries before the sparse, scattered, nomadic
Indian population dwelt in the land, and .followed the
chase through its tangled wood, this country was occupied by a numerous race, a people who had fixed habitations, and the customs of a semi-civilized nation. They
lived by agriculture, and the country was, perhaps, denuded by them of its forest, if not to as great an extent
as now, at least in a considerable degree. Strive as we
may, by what little there is of the accumulated light of
study and research, we can gain only a meagre .amount
of knowledge in regard to this people who occupied the
continent prior to the age at which its written history begins. The race to which we ascribe the name of Mound
Builders is one of which no chapter of history can be
written; we can only gain an uncertain and unsatisfying
glance behind the great black curtain of oblivion. No
record has been kept, no musty legends or vague traditions have been handed down to give us an idea of the
character and condition of the ancient race. Only the
earth monuments; enclosing a few. relics of rude art, and
the last lingering remains of mortality-crumbling skeletons, which literally turn to dust as the places of their
sepulture are invaded-have endured to silently and
solemnly attest, in the nineteenth century, the existence
of a vast and vanished race. Concerning the greater
questions in regard to this people-their origin, nature,
progress, and ultimate destiny, we can gain only a little
knowledge fJom the works they have left behind them,
and for the rest. indulge in fascinating, fanciful, but
futile speculations. The subject is one which is full of
mysterious interest. Its immensity is awe-inspiring, and
the gloom with which it is veiled, while baffling, lends to
the study of this branch of :ucha!ology an element of
enchanting romance.
The ancient works, commonly attributed to the Mound
Builders, are spread over a large extent of country.
They dot the valleys from the Alleghanies to the far
northwest, and extend from the Jakes to the Gulf of
Mexico. They are to be found upon the Missouri a
thousand miles kom its confluence with the Mississippi;
upon the Kansas and Platte, and on other remote
western rivers. They spread over the valley of the
Mississippi, and line the shore of the gulf from Texas to
Florida, extending in diminished numbers into South
Carolina. They occur in great numbers in Ohio, Indi·
ana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Arkansas, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia,
Florida and Texas, and are less numerously distributed
through the western parts of New York, Pennsylvania,
Virginia and in North and South Carolina, as also in
Michigan, Iowa and the Mexican possessions. That the
earthworks are distributed evenly over this territory
should not be imagined. They are confined, principally
to the valleys of the rivers and large streams, and the
few discovered elsewhere are small, with few exceptions.
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Within the State of Ohio there are undoubtedly over
ten thousand mounds and other earthworks. They are
much more numerous in the southern than in the
northern part, and nowhere else in the State appear in
greater number or variety than in the Scioto valley, which
indeed seems to have been the seat of empire of the
pre-historic mce or at least the centre of population and
theatre of government for a very large region.
The mounds and enclosures scattered through Ohio
and the wider territory, we have just outlined, are of
several classes. The enclosures may be classified as defensive wo.rks and religious enclosures. The tumuli
or mounds are generally subdivided, by students, into
Sepulchral, Sacrificial, Temple (or truncated) mounds,
Mounds of Observation and Memorial or Monumental
mounds.
Nothing is more absolutely sure in regard to the
Mound Builders than that the irregular enclosures were
primarily and principally intended as works of defence.
They may have subserved other purposes, but they were
constructed to answer as strongholds against an enemy.
They are always found on high ground and in naturally
strong positiOns. They usually occupy the summits of
hills or plateaus, and often occur at the confluence of
streams. The walls wind around the borders of the
high land they occupy, and it is often to be noticed that
they are thickest and highest at these points, which are
naturally most easily accessible. In some instances
miles of wall are found enclosing perhaps more than a
hundred acres of land. The people who built these defences had certainly no mean order of military skill.
They chose almost exactly the same situations upon which
modern military engineers would locate forts, should the
country be the scene of war-positions which could be
given the maximum of resisting power with the minimum of outlay in labor. Fine examples of defensive
works occur in Butler, Highland, Ross, Licking and
Greene counties, and perhaps the most notable is the
celebrated Fort Ancient in Warren county. The work
in Preble county, at the confluence of Banta's fork ahd
Twin creek, is of this order, though much smaller and
simpler than many to be seen in other parts of the State.
The walls of most of the enclosures are of earth, a
few of stone, and in rare instances, of stone and earth
combined. The immense amount of work necessary to
the construction of these fortifications precludes the no·
tion that they were hastily thrown up to repel a single
invasion. They were for defence against a known and
powerful enemy, and were probably the protecting wall
against a fierce war-loving nation for many years. It is
safe to suppose that as they were constructed through
the exercise of a wonderful industry and steadfastness
of purpose, the race of people who reared them had the
courage to defend them and their country persistently
against any odds.
The so called sacred enclosures are distinguished from
the military works by their more frequent occurrence and
by the regularity of their construction in geometrical
figures-circles, squares, hexagons, octagons, ellipses,
and parallelograms. Not unfrequently several of these
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forms appear in conjunction. Great skill is exhibited in
the construction of this class of works. The plans show
a perfection which could not have been attained without
the exercise of some science similar to modern surveying. The evidence that works of this class were intended for religious uses is apochryphal. That they
were not intended as military works appears altogether
probable, from the fact that the fosse, or ditch, usually
occurs inside the embankment. The enclosures may
have been occupied by the houses of the rulers of the
race, by those of the priesthood, and they may also have
contained the temples which an idolatrous people raised,
as the shrines of their gods. It is not improbable that
such were the purposes for which these works were designed, and they may have been the theatres where great
councils were held and games indulged in, as well as the
places where were observed, on a colossal scale, the rites
of a superstitious religion. There is evidence that they
were intended for the assemblage of a vast concourse of
people. The great circles of England, India, Peru, and
Mexico, are similar to these sacred works, and within
them have been found the shrines of the gods of the
ancient worship. They may also have contained consecrated groves. We know that it has been a practice
common to almost every people, in every time, to enclose their shrines, their places of worship, that they
might be guarded from the profanation of n1an and the
desecration of beasts. Frequently there is situated in
the center of this class of works a mound or elevation,
supposed to have served the purposes of an altar, on
which animal, or, possibly, human sacrifices were offered.
The writer has in several localities found stones in the
center of these works which indicated subjection to intense and long-continu~d heat. Parallel ways, often
termed covered ways, because they are supposed originally to have been constructed as the latter name implies,
often connect two or more of the geometrical enclosures,
or lead from them toward the streams, or to their
ancient banks. Their supposed use was to afford pro·
tection to those passing to and fro within them. As the
rounded embankments of the enclosures would not
afford an absolutely impassablt: wall, it has been conjectured that they were originally surmounted by palisades
or palings.
TU!IIUI.J.

Stately marble palaces and temples have fallen into
shapeless masses of ruin, while the simple mounds
erected by a more rude and primitive people, have withstood the elements and retained almost perfectly their
original forms and proportions. Therefore, we find
scattered throughout a wide country the mound monuments raised by an ancient race. These tumuli were
among nearly all races in their infancy, the first objects
of which ambition and adoration prompted the erection,
the primitive memorials of all peoples. They are the
principal storehouse of ancient art; they enclose the
sacred altar, reared in the name of a lost religion; they
hold in sepulture the bones of the distinguished dead.
As disclosed by the pick and the spade, these mounds
and their contents serve to give the investigating archre-
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ologist the most extensive knowledge he can obtain ,n
regard to the customs of their builders, and the condition of the arts and sciences among them.
Most of the mounds are of the kind denominatedsepulchral. They are generally of conical form, and
vary in size from six to eighty or ninety feet in height.
They usually stand outside of the walls of enclosures,
but often occur in localities remote from any other
works. There are cases in which they occur in groups,
exhibiting a dependence that probably has some meaning. The mounds of this class invariably cover a skeleton, and in some instances more than one. The sk!!letons most commonly bt•ar evidences of having been
enveloped at the time of their interment in bark, coarse
matting, or cloth, of which traces and casts nearly
always remain. It sometimes happens that the cloth
itself still exists, in a highly carbonized condition. Occasionally a rude chamber of stone surrounds the remains. Burial by fire seems to have prevailed among
the Mound Builders of the north, m1d urn burial was
more commonly practiced in the south. With the skeletons are found various remains of art, rude utensils of
different kinds, ornaments and weapons. The fact that
such articles always appear in proximity to the remains
indicates that the Mound Builders, like the North
American Indians, entertained the superstitious and delusive notion that the implements and weapons would be
useful to the deceased in another state. It is vulgarly
believed that the ancient race reared mounds over all of
their dead, an idea which is quickly dispelled by reflection upon the immensity of their population and the
comparatively small number of the mounds. The conclusion to which all archreologists have come, in regard
to this matter, is that only the illustrious chieftains, the
rulers or the priests of the race, were honored by the
rearing of mounds over their places of sepulture, and
that the greater number-the common people-were buried by the process of simple interment. Day after day,
and year after year, since the present race pushed westward into the valleys of the Ohio and Mississippi, the
ploughshare has uncovered rt:mains which have well ';ligh
"returned to the dust whence they came." So common
has been the occurrence of unearthing remains in some
parts of the country, that the discovery scarcely elicits
remark. The wasting banks of the rivers occasionally
display vast cemeteries, and names have been given to
various localities from such exposures. It is not to be
wondered at that where the bones in the mounds have
so nearly crumbled into shapeless fragments, those buried in the common plain, and which are necessarily less
protected from moisture, should in many cases have
passed into that condition nearly or quite indistinguishable from the mould that surrounds them. It is impossible t~at any but the smallest proportion of these remains should be those of the Indian race. They are of
a different and more ancient people. There are, doubtless, grand depositories of the dead who thronged and
raised the silent monuments which we sec all around us.
We know not when we tread the village street or the
green turf of the fields, but that we walk over the

remains of thousands of forms, which an :~ge ago were
pregnant with the same life and spirit of which we are
possessed.
Sacrificial or altar mounds have several distinctive
characteristics. They usually exhibit stratification consisting of alternate layers of sand, clay and gravel, or
pebbles. The strata are hot horizontal, btft conform to
the convexity of the mound. These mounds contain
altars of stone or fire-hardened clay, built upon the
original level of the earth. Upon them are found ashes,
charcoal and calcined bones, indicating sacrifice. Various implements also occur, as well as bea<IJ; and other
ornaments, and pottery. The remains found in the
sacrificial mounds are, in numerous cases, in a condition
to indicate that the altars were covered over with earth
before their fires had ceased burning. Why they were
so co\·ered, or why covered at all, arc questions which
no man can answer. Perhaps it was to conceal them
from the profane gaze of the people of another faith.
Temple mounds are not numerous in Ohio, and it is
believed du not occur except at Marietta, N.:wark, Portsmouth and in the vicinity of. Chillicothe. They are
usually in the form of truncated cones, though sometimes so broad and flat as to make this term hardly
applicable to them. It is supposed that they were once
surmounted with structures of wood, all traces of which
have long ago disappeared.
Mounds of observation are generally situated upon
eminences, and it has been demonstrated by actual survey in some parts of the country that they are so situated in reference to each otht:r that signals could easily
be communicated along a line or chain of them. It is
the supposition that they answered the same purpose as
cairns of the ancient Celts-that is, they were signals or
alarm posts as well as coigncs of vantnge and lookout
stations. Along the Miami river, says Judge Force,
"are dotted small mounds on projecting highlands,
which seem to have been built to carry intelligence by
signals along the valleys." They arc numerous throughout the State.
Memorial or monumental mounds belong to the class
of tumuli that were obviously built to perpetuate the
memory of some important event. They arc the et)Uivalents of the stone heaps raised by the Hebrews and
other nations. Thi5 class of mounds seiJom contain
any human remains or other deposits. When they do
contain skeletons, as in a few cases, they ate those of
Indians interred in shallow graves.
Effigies, animal mounds, ·or, as they are sometimes
called, emblematical or symbolical mound~, occur in
greatest number in Wisconsin. Only a few are known
in Ohio, the most notable being the eagle and the alligator in Licking county, and the serpent and egg in Adams
county. The last named is upwards of a thousand ft·ct
in length and is a very perfect representation.
DEDUCTIONS AND SPECULATIONS.

Taking into consideration the facts here very briefly
presented, the reader can form some idea of the probable
nature of the ancient people, and of their number. Caleb
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Atwater, in a contribution to the Ardza•o/t1gia Americana,
published in 1819, says: "The State of Ohio was probably once muct more thickly settled than it now is, when
it contains a population of about seven hundred thousand
inhabitants." And we may add that the conclusion has
been assented to and affirmed by nearly every student of
western antiquities. That the Mound Builders were
under a single and strong government seems very probable, because under any other the performance of such
an immense amount of labor could not well have been
sec:ured.
It is suggested by Mr. Isaac Smucker that
some sort of servitude or vassalage prevailed.
It follows of necessity that if the Mound Builders
were a numerous race they were also an agricultural people. The population was much too large to be sustained
by the chase, by the spontaneou.s yieldings of the earth,
the products of the streams, or all combined. They
were not savages or barbarians, but attained that condition of life which is best described as semi-civilized.
The general features of their works and their art remains prove this. They had some knowledge of mathematics and engineering, understood spinning and weaving,
and the manufacture of pottery. They were undoubtedly essentially homogeneous in government, religion and
general customs. Strongly swayed by a superstitious religion, as they doubtless were, it is not improbable that
the government of the Mound Builders was one which
sustained and made obligatory the observance of elaborate rites. Their priests were undoubtedly their civil
leaders. The great number and vast size of those works
which were incontestably constructed for religious observances, proved the great regard that the ancient people had for their religion. The sacrificial character of
their worship is beyond a doubt.
When and from whence came the Mound Builders,
and when and whither did they go? These are questions to which there comes no answering voice. Only
the smallest evidence and that of the apochryphal kind
has been received, tending to show that the ancient race
had a written language. The two or three engraved
tablets that have been discovered, even if gen·uine, there
is reason to believe; will throw but little light upon the
origin or subsequent history of the people, should
scholars succeed in deciphering them. And it is improbable that any discoveries will ever be made, which
will settle these most mooted ·questions.
Those who do not argue that the Mound Builders
were an aboriginal race generally agree that they
had their origin in the Orient, or at least in some
trans-Pacific region, and that they came to this continent by Behring's straits, and then passing slowly
southward and eastward, increasing as they went,
they reached the middle region.of the northern United
States, and from thence, by slow process of extension or migration, made their way southward through
the Mississippi valiey, and \lltimately into Mexico. The
resemblances between the tumuli of the United States
and the teocalli of Mexico suggest some connection between the Mound Builders and the semi-civilized races
that formerly dwelt in the latter country, in Central

America and Peru, and who erected the vast structures
which lend such an absorbing interest to those regions.
Another theory is that the race instead df journeying
southward, improving constantly in condition And increasing largely in population, had their origin in Mexico
or some other part of tropical or semi-tropical South or
North America, and emigrated northward, gradually
retrograding in civilization until they reached the lake
region and became so barbarous in their habits of life as
to have lost their early habits of industy, their civilized
customs and their government. This theory has but
little support-its opposite being the one favored by
most archreologists. Beside the fact that the similarity
between the ancient works in the northern part of the
United States, those along the Mississippi, and those
in Mexico, points to their creation by the same race of
people, the history and traditions of the early Mexican
people, which extend back to the seventh century, afford
something of a corroborating nature. The people of
Montezuma, as that uphappy ruler informed Cortez,
knew by their looks that they were not natives, but
strangers, who came from a great distance. Thus it
will be seen, if the Mound Builders were the progenitors of the race to which Montezuma belonged, they
must have arrived in Mexico prior to the close of the
seventh century. The Aztecs are said by Mexican authorities to have arrived in the year 648. To that race
they ascribe the teocalli, with which their country
abounds. If we allow ourselves to be influenced by the
above date, supposing indeed that the Aztecs were the
descendants of the Mound Builders, we must necessarily regard the ~ncient remains of our country as
belonging to a period prior to the date given. The same
or an even greater degree of antiquity is indicated by
other evidence. The exceedingly decayed condition of
the skeletons in the mounds, the amount of vegetable
accumulation in the cxc:avations, the age of trees standing upon the mounds and embankment~, the shifting of
the river channels since the works were constructed on
their shores, and the fact that none of the Mound Builders' works are found upon the latest formed terraces, or
river bottoms, nor north of the northermost lake ridge,
all point to the conclusion that a great time has elapsed
since the ancient race inhabited the country. Some of
the trees have been known to have an age of from six
to eight hundred years, and such trees have been found
surrounded with the mouldering trunks of others, undoubtedly of equal original size. Allowance must he
made for a reasonable time for the encroachment of the
forest after thP. works were abandoned by the builders,
and then how great seems their age when we reflect that
they are covered by at least the second growth of forest.
Speculating upon a people of a less remote age, we
might exclaim with Halleck:
"What tales, if there he tongues in trees.
These giant oak> coul<ltell
Of bdng horn an< I buried here.··

But the hoary antiquity of the stateliest monarc:hs of
the wood cannot carry us back to the time when the
builders of the enduring earth monuments dwelt in our

16

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

land. We can only know that a vast population filled
the valleys and the fertile regions, and passed away; that
a nation existed and is gone, leaving no page of history
to carry through the ages the story of its origin and destiny. All that the student desires to know, that for
which he has anxiously but vainly sought, has been engulfed in the illimitable oblivion that holds so much
more of the history of human life- how much we cannot tell.
And here another thought arises- the conception of a
possbility so stupendous and awe-inspiring, as to render
the subject of our former speculation, vast though it is
and fraught with mysterious interest, dwarfed by the
comparison. Vast as may have been the age that has
elapsed since our land has been the theatre of this unknown race, it is but a brief period in the cycles of time
that have swept by since the first dawn of the world, and
ancient as we are accustomed to regard the Mound
Builders of America, they may have been only the last
in a series of vanished races of men- the blood of the
earth that has gone forth at every pulse beat of the
creation, every heart throb of the Infinite.
LOCAL WORKS.

The most important of the Mound Builder remains in
Preble county is the defensive enclosure situated at the
confluence of Twin creek and Banta's fork, in IK'lnier
township. The embankments here have been rendered
less distinct than those of many similar works in other
parts of the county. The slow wear of time, and the
more telling work of the plowshare, have both had their
effect upon the ancient walls, and they retain but little of
their original semblance or even of the appearance which
they presented to the early residents of the county.
That the enclosure was intended for purposes of defence
does not admit of a do~bt. · The site chosen was in
itself a natural stronghold. The high land projecting
like a wedge between the two streams could easily be
guarded against the assault of an enemy, with no other
than the advantages which its pusition affords. The
earthworks constructed here would enable a small force
of men to hold the situation against large odds, and it
was, doubtless, to the ancient people, a practically impregnable fortress. It is very probable that the earth
walls carried along the crest of the hill on two sides and
across the level from the Twin creek side to the bank of
its tributary stream, were surmounted by heavy palings
or palisades. Still there is no positive evidence that
such was the case, and we only form that conclusion
from the fact that indications of. such palings have been
found elsewhere in defensive· enclosures. The area enclosed by the embankments consists of several acres.
There was evidently a gateway in the wall extending
across the promontory, and there remains some indication of an earthen construction leading down the side
hill upon the southeast side, very likely a passage-way by
which the occupants of the fort, when in a state of sif'ge,
could reach the bed of Twin creek to procure from it
water, without being exposed to the missiles of the enemy. The stream which evidently once flowed at the

base of the bank has receded to a distance of several
hundred feet, and therein is an evidence of the antiquity
of the works, though an indefinite one, a'nd of comparatively little value. Banta's fork does not appear to have
shifted its channel since the remote time when the fortification was constructed. Several mounds occur at no
great distance from this enclosure, and such is their po·
sition that it is natural to infer that they may have been
used as signal stations or coignes of vantage from which
the approach of an enemy might have been observed.
This work is by no means a remarkable one, and the interest that would naturally attach to it is materially lessened by its poor state of prest:-rvation. We should not
have devoted so much space to its description but for
the fact that it is the only enclosure known in Preble
county.
There are, however, a large number of mounds within
the limits of Preble, probably not less than a hundred.
But few of them have been excavated, and none with
very remarkable results. Among the most important we
may mention the following: A large one on the Ozias
farm, east of Lewisburgh, one on the Eaton and Lewisburgh road, about a mile southwest of the latter place,
and quite noticeable from the roadway, especially as one
journeys toward Lewisburgh. There is a specimen of
the Mound Builders' work on the farm of Franklin
Pierce, near Camden, and one in the southern part of
Somers township, near Somerville. There is a large
mound on the Samuel Bennett farm in Dixon township,
two on the Frank Dunlap farm, and another on the corner of Dixon and Israel townships, where the farms of
Two
Messrs. Pinkerston and McQuoiston adjoin.
others in this vicinity arc to be found on the John McDivitt farm, ncar Fair Haven. In Gasper township
there are several mounds along Seven Mile, on the AI·
baugh, Duffield and Abram Sayler farms. From the one
on the last named farm two copper axes were taken and
an abundance of flints. The mound in the Eaton cern·
etery is well known, as it gives name to this resting place
of the dead. When it was opened to receive the dust of
Lowery and his comrades, who fell in 1793, charcoal
was found near the base-an indication that it had been
an altar or sacrificial mound, or perhaps a place where
burned the sacred fire of an unknown religion. There
is also a mound on the farm of John Kinkaid, in Washington township, one on the farm oi Benjamin Homan,
sr., one on the Griffis farm, half a mile from the former.
The last mentioned is of good size. In Harrison township there is a mound a quarter of a mile east of Euphemia, and another on the Christian Stone farm, ncar
Scuffietown. In Dixon township the novel sight is to be
seen of a house built upon a mound. Near West Florence is a small tumulus upon one of the Kelley farms.
The tumuli are also of quite frequent occurrence in Israel township, and in the vicinity of New Paris, Jefferson
township, and in the valley of Twin creek. A very fine
mound, of large size and beautifully symmetrical in appearance, is to be seen on the Swartzel farm in Monroe
townshiJ).
A 'great number of Mound Builders' implements and
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ornaments have been found in Preble county, and
the discoverers have formed them into collections owned
into other localities. Smith Hunt, of Richmond, Indiana, has probably gathered more articles from Preble
county than any other one m:m. Many of his purchases and "finds" have been sent to the Rose Polytechnic institute, at Terre Haute, Indiana, as have also
many gathered by Mr. G. Dix Hendricks, of Eaton.
This gentleman has at various times had in his possession some of the rarest and most valuable archreological
specimens that have been brought to light in Preble
county. He has been an indefatigable collector and
brought to bear in his work rare judgment, obtaining
thereby not only a local but general reputation among
archreologists. He has sent many pieces to the Rose
Polytechnic institute and to R. W. Mercer, of Cincinnati.
Albert Horn, of Lcwisburgh, and Miss Mary Bloom,
of Jefferson township, have also made collections, though
small ones, and N. B. Ste1,hens, of Eaton, has amassed
qnite a quantity of specimens, among which are some
which are very rare and curious. He has a stone axe
weighing twelve pound:;, a vtry beautiful piece of workmanship which was found on the Ross Congt·r farm; a
twenty-six-inch roller picked up on the Eli Fisher farm
in Washington township, and a large collection of commoner art ides. The gem of his collection is a small,
hard stone carved in the shape of a canoe, and perforated
with two holP.s through its bottom as if for the purpose
of suspending it about the neck of him who was originally its pGSSCssor. It is of excellent workmanship, and
certainly a unique specimen. It was found on the old
Lewallen farm on Four Mile creek, in Dixon township.
Mr. Stephens' collection is undoubtedly the best that is
owned in the county, both in size and in the variety and
value of specimens.
Matthias Disher, of Twin township, has in his possession some fragments of pottery found in a gravel bank
on the farm now owned by Ezra Ozias. One of the
pieces has upon it an ear-like projection or handle.
The vessel was probably whole until broken by the plowshare which unearthed it. It was a jar or urn, and of
very good form.

CHAPTER III.
INDIAN OCCUPATION.

THE principal tribes of Indians within the bounds of
Ohio at the earliest period at which definite knowledge
was received regarding them, were the IFymuiots, called
by the French Hurons, the Mingocs, an offshoot from the
Iroquois, the Ottawas or Tm.-.as, the Chifpnoas, Delawares, the Mi"amis, and the Slzawnees. The iVyam/ots
occupied the country about the Sandusky river; the
Dtlatuares the valleys of the Tuscarawas and Musking-
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um, and the Upper Scioto; and the Miamis the valleys
of the two rivers that bear their name with the country
between. The Sllmc•nt·es had the greatest strength upon
the Scioto at the earliest period that the whites went
among them, and afterward were most numerous upon
the Great and Little Miami. The Mingoes were in
greatest numbers on the Ohio river, about Mingo bottom, below Steubenville, and also on the Scioto. The
Ottawas had their headquarters in the valleys of the
Maumee and Sandusky, and the ClliPPlt<•as were confined principally to the south shore of Lake Erie. All
of the tribes, however, frequented more or less, lands
lying outside of their regular di\·isions of territory, and
at different periods their locations varied. Different
tribes commingled, too, to solne extent.
The W;•andols, according to the best authorities upon
aboriginal occupation, were among the earliest red men
who dwelt within the territory now included in Ohio,
Then came the Dtlawarrs, who claimed to be the elder
branch of the Lmni-Lenapt, and called themselves the
grancfathers of the kindred tribes, recognizing only the
priority and superioritr of the W)'andots. This division
has been awarded a high rank by nearly all writers upon
the Indians. The Oflml'as dwelt originally upon the
banks of the Canadian river, remaining there until
driven away hy the /1-,,quot:f; they were then scattered
through Canada and Ohio, along the shores of 1-"lke
Erie.
As a rule th~ 0:1io Indians were fine specimens of
their race-none were superior to the Sl1awnees and
Miamis, between which tribes there existed a long-abiding and warm feeling of friendship. Little Turtle and
Tecumseh were the representative chiefs of these tribes,
the former of the Aft~1111is and the latter of the .')lmtc•nt·cs.
According to the best tradi~ional authorities the dominion of the Miami confedL-racy extended for a long
period of time over that part of the State of Ohio which
lies west of the Scioto river, over the whole of Indiana,
the southern part of Michigan and over a large portion
of the territory now included in Illinois. The large territory claimed by the 1lfiami's may be regarded as some
evidence of the high degree of importance which they
maintained as a nation among the Indian tribes of the
northwest. The Miami nation or confederacy was composed of four tribes, viz: The T1c•{r;Mwas or Mi(um:.proper, the IVt'as or Quiatmous, Pinl:<'sha1l's and Slwcl.:eys. The 1lfiamis proper dwelt where knowledge was
first obtained concerning them, almost entirely in the
territory now included in southwestern Ohio and southeastern and eastern Indiana. This division was the
largest and most powerful one in the confederacy. In
the year 1765 the number of the warriors of this tribe
was estimated at one thousand and fifty.
They were dwelling at that time in small villages upon
the Scioto, the Miami, the Maumee, on the St. Joseph,
of Lake~Michigan, and upon the Wabash and its tributarjts> nranr:hes of tP.e Slzawnees, Delat,,ares, I'fltlau•atom{r.s, :tnd.othcr frihcs were at various periods permitted to enter and reside at various places within the
boundaries of the large territory claimed by the Indians,
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and hence the presence of the Slta7('nt'c:s in great numbers upon the headwaters of the Miamis. The Sltl17i'nces were the strongest and truest allies of the Afiamis.
They were intimately associated for a long period, and
;n each of the later Indian wars on the soil of Ohio,
those of St. Clair and Wayne, as well as in the war of
r81 2, they bore together the brunt of the struggle. Although there is considerable conflicting testimony in regard
to the early history of the ShaumuJ·, it is generally concluded that they separated from the other Lenape tribes
and led for many years a nomadic life in the south, the
main body of them finally pushing northward, and encouraged by the Afiamis, crossing the Ohio and locating
in the Scioto country. Here they lived until dispersed
by the con<tuering Iroquois in 167 2, when they again became scattered wanderers.
Returning in 17 40, or soon after, a reunited race:
they again took up their residence in the Scioto valley
and contiguous territory, the .Ddmmrrs-for that tribe
was then occupying the valley-allowing them to take
peaceable possession. From the Scioto country they
gradually passed westward to the Miami, attracted on
the one hand by their old time friends and repelled
upon the other by the fre(juent incursions of the whites,
and finally by the advancement of civilization.
The Sh~wnas like the Miamis were divided into four
tribes -- the Piqua, Kiskopockc, Mc-quad111kc and Clu"llicothe. Owing to their extensive wanderings this nation
has been designated "the Bedouins of the American
Wilderness,"-a term which is certainly not inappropriate when we consider that of all the tribes of the
northwest this was the most nomadic in its habits (and
indeed, has continued so down to the present time).
The Sltawnees were implacable enemies of the whites.
They were fine specimens of physical manh_ood, and this
fact coupled with their constancy in braving danger and
stoicism in enduring the consequences of defeat won for
them the appellation "Spartans of the Race." The
Miamis were not behind them in powers or other admirable elements of Indian character. To the former
nation, however, belonged Tecumseh, who undoubtedly
exerted a wider influence than any warrior among the
western Indians. "The Little Turtle " of the Miamis
was much like the great Shawnee chief, excellent both as
battle leader and in the councils of peace ; but students
of Indian character have united in giving him a lower
rank than Tecumseh.
Preble county appeared to have been neutral ground
for several tribes in the latter years of the eighteenth
century. As has been shown, it was within the domain
of the Miamis, but so far as is known they never had a
village of any importance within it, and, for that matter,
neither did the Shawnees or any other tribe. Most of
the Indians who traversed this portion of territory were
Miamis, Shatonecs, and .Delawares, but it also served as a
hunting ground for small parties of lV_yandots, Mingoes,
and other tribes. Well defined.paths traversed the lands
of Preble county, from the White waters to the Miamis,
and in many places their trails could be easily distinguished several years after the white settlers came into the
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country. The last time that Indians were known to have
camped within the limits of the county was in the win·
ter of 1813-14. Five families of Dela7i'il1.<'J were located for nearly the whole of that season on section
sixteen of Dixon township, on Four Mile creek, south of
the Concord road. They were friendly to the whites
and their presence was liked by them.
They were
looked upon as a safeguard against hostile Indians, who
at that time were known to be skulking through the
country.
LITJ"LE TURTLE, THE WAR CHIEF OF THE MIAMIS.

This celebrated chief, who was known in his tribe and
to the Indians of the Western Confederacy as Meshekeuoghqua, has been mentioned several times in this
chapter, and as his name will occur in the chapter fol·
lowing, upon St. Clair's campaign and Wayne's war, we
take advantage of this opportunitY. to present the reader
with such facts as are known concerning him. He led
the Indians in that terrible battle known as the St. Clair
defeat, and doubtless would have commanded the allied
tribes who met Wayne had he not counseled peace. He
is known to have ~een the chief of the party who attacked Adair at Fort St. Clair in 1792, and it is supposed
that he led the company against which the brave I .ieutenant Lowery made the gallant but forlorn fight ncar the
forty-foot pitch. Little Turtle lived many years after
the wars in which he took so prominent a part, and was
held in high esteem hy many eminent men wl'io became
ac(juaintcd with him. When the famous traveler and
philosopher, Volney, was in America, in 1797, Little
Turtle went to Philadelphia, and the great scholar immediately sought acquaintance with the savage. Little
Turtle had become convinced that opposition to the
whites was useless, and used all of his influence over his
nation to secure peace and the adoption of agricultural
pursuits. It was to further this end that he went to
Philadelphia. His errand was to solicit Congress and the
Society of Friends for assistance to carry out his cherished plan, and to make his people an agricultural community. Schoolcraft says of this chief: "He was at once
courageous and humane. There have been few individuals among the aboriginees who have done so much to
abolish the rights of human sacrifice." On the approach
of the war of 1812 Little Turtle communicated with
William Henry Harrison, then governor of Indiana, expressing his willingness to aid the United States and asserting the friendship of his people. He afterward rendered important service. This celebrated chief is buried
at Fort Wayne.
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CHAPTER IV.
ST. CLAIR'S CAMPAIGN-ENGAGEMENT AT FORT ST. CLAIR.

NEARLY all of the Indian tribes of the Northwest
Territory maintained an attitude of unceasing, uncompromising, hostility toward the white settlers from the
organization of the territorial government in 1788, until
the ratification of the treaty of Greenville, otherwise
known as Wayne's treaty, in 1795. The campaigns directed against the Indians prior to the organization of
civil government had failed to secure a permanent peace.
The inhabitants of the county were constantly exposed
to, and occasionally suffered from, sudden, stealthy attacks of the savages. Immigration was discouraged and
the constant apprehension felt by the scattered pioneers
of the territory, led a few to return to the older settlements and prevented those who remained in the wilderness from making the improvements with which they
would have surrounded themselves had peace been
assured.
The National Government, anxious to bring about a
termination of hostilities in the territory, organized a
number of military expeditions, the first of which was
that of General Harmar, who was then commander in
chid of the military department of the West, in 1790.
Detachments of the army met with mortifying defeat at
the confluence of the St. Joseph and St. Mary's rivers
(now Fort Wayne, Indiana), and the campaign failed to
give security from the apprehended attack of the Ii1dians
on the white settlements.
In 1791 General St. Clair, governor of the tcr ritory
and a man who had achieved quite a military reputation
in the Revolutionary war, organized an expedition which,
although stronger than Harmar's army, was nevertheless
lc!rribly overwhelmed by the con~bined Indian forces.
Little Turtle, the chief of the Miami's, Blue Jacket, of
the Sltaw1ue·s, and Buckongahelas, of the Ddm<•art"s,
wen.: engaged in forming a confederacy of all the tribes
in the northwest territory, strong enough to drive the
whites Ot:yond the Ohio. It was St. Clair's purpose to
check this movement, to secure control over the Indians
by establishing a line of forts from the Ohio to l .ake
Erie, and especially to secure the commanding position
at the head of the Maumee. General St. Clair began
organizing his army at Pittsburgh at the close of .!'.pril.
On the fifteenth of May he reached Fort Washington
(< :incinnati}, and from this place, after many vexatious
delays, he moved forward upon the seventeenth of Seph:mU.:r to a point on the great Miami (the site of Hamilton, Butler county), where Fort Hamilton was built,
the first in the proposed chain of fortresses.
After the completion of Fort Hamilton the army,
with the exception of a small garrison, left there,
marched on forty-four miles further, and erected Fort
Jefferson, about six miles south of the site of Green·
ville, Darke county. St. Clair and his army in passing
northward through the territory now induded within the
boundaries of Preble county, marched up Seven Mile
creek, west of Eaton. (The trace cannot now be definitely located. It was not cut to as great a width as

most of the military roads, and the line has been almost
wlwlly obscured by the growth ol the forest and the
action of the weather upon the soil.] Having garrisoned Fort Jefferson, St. Clair pushed on in the direction of the Indian villages on the l\laumee, his force
constantly being reduced by desertions, until he had, on
arriving at the point where Fort Recovery was afterward
built (near the south line of Mercer county), only about
fourteen hundred men. At this point, on the fourth of
November, 1791, occurred St. Clair's overwhelming defeat, the most disheartening disaster known in the annals
of American border warfare. Even the defeat of Uraddock was less disastrous. "Braddock's army consisted
of twelve hundred men and eighty-six officers, of whom
seven hundred and fourteen men and sixty-three officers were killed or wounded. St. Clair's army" consisted
of fourteen hundred men and eighty-six officers, of
whom eight hundred and ninety men and sixteen officers were either killed or wounded. But th': comparative losses of the two engagements represent very inadequately the crushing effect of the defeat of St. Clair. An
unprotected frontier of a thousand miles, from the Allegheny to the Mississippi, was at once thrown open to
the attack of the infuriated and victorious savages."
The Indians in this battle adhered to their usual mode
of warfare during the first part of the enga~ement, and,
unseen by the whites, poured into the broken, disorderly
ranks of the terrified raw troops, a deadly fire. The
battle began about hali an hour before sunrise, and continued until half past nine, a constant, fierce and murderous engagement. The men who manned the guns of
St. Clair's army were shot down one after another by the
skilled marksman among the Miamis and their confederates, and at length confusion beginning to spread from
the great number who were falling in all <ruarters, "it became necessary to try what could be done by the
bayonet." Lieutenant Colonel J>arke led a spirited
charge against the enemy's left· flank, before which the
Indians instantly gave way, and were driven back three
or four hundred yards. For want of a sufficient number
of riflemen, however, the advantage thus gained could
not be" maintained, and the troops were obliged to
fall back in turn. The Indians entered the camp, and
were repeatedly charged and tlriven back, but each time
with a terrible loss to the whill:s. In one charge made
by the Second regiment, all of the officers fell but three.
The Indians fought with desperation and a fury born of
ltmg hatred. It was evident that they were controlled
by some great chief, and in accordance with a well laid
and thoroughly strategic plan. They made the attack
from all quarters, and through the whole carnage maintained the most harrassing line of tactics possible. At
last, after four hours of unremitting hattie, much of it
hand to hand fightin~, the remnant of St. Clair's army,
terror-stricken, demoralized :md utterly hopeless of
victory, made a flying, disorderly retreat. The camp and
artillery were abandoned necessarily, as there were no
horses left, and the ~en in panic fled pell-mell through
the woods and southward along the road, by which they
had marched two days before, a well organized army of
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twice as many men. Most of them threw away their
arms, ammunition and accouterments, even after the pursuit which was continued about four miles, was abandoned. The road was strewn with them for miles. All
day long the rout was continued, and at sunset ended
twenty-nine miles from the scene of battle, at Fort
Jefferson.
More than a hundred women were with St. Clair's army, following the fortunes of their husbands. The greater
number fell victims to the savage enemy, and upon
them was wreaked the most cruel vengeance of the
victors. Many were found with huge stakes driven
through their bodies, pinning them to the ground. The
Indians believing that the whites had, for many years,
made war merely to acquire land, crammed sand and
clay into the eyes and down the throats of the dying
and the dead. On the first of February, 1792, the field
of battle was reached by General James Wilkinson and
a detachment of men, who marched northward from
Fort Washington through Preble county. The expedition was made for the purpose of recovering the artillery
carriages and burying the dead. The soldiers found
indications that the men who had fallen from wounds in
the battle had been subjected to the most horrible torture,
their limbs having been torn off, and the must indecent
indignities perpetrated. Over six hundred skulls were
reported to have been fouml.
It was never known exactly how many Indians fell in
this battle, nor, for that matter, how many there were
engaged in the fight, thGugh from the extent of the
camp which General Wilkinson and his soldiers visited
and which was supposed to have been that of the Indians the night before the engagement, their number
must have been very large.
It has been variously
estimated at from one to three thousand. Two thousand is said, by good authorities, to have been the approximate number. It has been generally supposed that
Little Turtle, the grea~ chief of the Miamis, led the
Indians in this, their fiercest fight and greatest victory,
but Stone, in his life of Joseph • Brant, says that that
famous chief was present with a hundred and fifty Moltawk braves, and commanded the warriors of the wilderness.
We have given a somewhat extended account of St.
Clair's defeat, because, although it occurred at some
.distance from the territory of which this volume is the
history, a knowledge of the event is necessary to a
proper appreciation of the condition of the country at
this period, and an adequate understanding of subsequent occurrence in Preble county.
It was after the terrible defeat at the site of Fort Re·
covery that Fort St. Clair was built just west of the site
of Eaton. It was intended as an intermediate place of
refuge between Fort Hamilton and Jefferson. The work
was performed under the supervision of Major John S.
Gano, of the State militia, and by the order of General
Wilkinson, who had succeeded St. Clair as commandant
of Fort Washington. General Harrison, at that time an
ensign, was present during the building of Fort St. Clair,
his duty being to command the guard on alternate

nights. The detachment of troops detailed for the construction of this fort, and who successfully accomplished
it during the winter of 1791-92, suffered very severely
fron. the cold, having no fires and no covering.
Fort St. Clair was a stockade like the other strongholds along the border. It enclosed an area of only a
few acres, and contained block-houses and officers' llUarters. The forest was cleared away around it for a space
of about forty acres. Stockades were usually made by
digging a trench along the proposed line of defences,
and in this setting the palisades or pickets, of which
from one to two or three thousand were required, according to the size of the enclosure. General St. Clair,
in his "Narrative," further describes the construction of
one of the fortresses in the line which stretched northward from the site of Cincinnati. As its features were,
in a general way, similar to those of Fort St. Clair, we
transcribe a portion of his description:
•• • • • It is not trees taken promiscuously that will answer
for pickets. They must be tall and straight, and from nine to twch·e
inches in diameter, fur tho:;c of a brgcr size arc too unrnanagcaLlc; of
course. few trees that arc proper arc to he found without going on_·r a
cunsidcrablc space of woutlland. \\'hen found. they arc pt-ek·d.
cleared of their br.1ndws, and cut into lengths of about twenty feet.
They were tlwn c;•rried to the ground and hutted. that they might be
placed tirtn and- upright iu tl.c trench. with the"'" ur cro>S-cut >oaw.

Some hewing upon them wa:-, also OL>t:C~~nry, for there arc few trees so

straight that the sides of them will contact when set upright. A thin
pie..:c of tirulx:r, ca.llt.:d a · ribl :un, · is run around the whole, ncar the
top of the pickets, to which every one of them is pinned. with a strong
wooden pin, without which they would dcdine from the perpendicular
with cn·ry hla~t of wind, some hanging outw~1rd and some inward,
whil:h would render them in a great measure useless. The earth
thrown out of the trench b then returned, and strongly rammed to

kcq> the pickl'ts firmly in their place.

~nd

a shallower tr<·nd1 is dug

outside about tlnce ft•t:t distant, to carry off the water, and prt"'n..·nt

their being

rt~movcd

hy the raius.

•

•

*

Pickets ate set

up on the outside, one between every two of the other; the work is
then enclosed."

In October, 1792, a great council of all the Indian
tribes of the \Vest --the largest council of the kind t~ver
held .- was held at Auglaizc (Fort Defiance, Ohio), and an
armistice was entered into, which the Indians promised to
observe until springtime. Peace was not, however, very
faithfully observed. It was first broken within the present
hounds of Preble county, upon the sixth of November
following. On that day about two hundred :md fifty
Mingo and Wyandot warriors, under the command of
Little Turtle, attacked, almost under cover of the guns
of Fort St. Clair, a company of one hundred mounted
riflemen of the Kentucky militia, commanded by Major
John Adair, afterwards governor of Kentucky. Several
accounts of this battle or skirmish, differing slightly,
have been furnished by participants in the struggle. The
first which we produce is condensed in part and in part
taken word for word from a letter which James McBride,
of Butler county, elicited from Joel Collins, who was in
the action, and who afterward was a prominent citizen
of Oxford. Writing in 1843 from memory of the events
then, fifty years old, the judge stated that these men had
been called out to escort a brigade of pack-horses under
an order from General Wilkinson. They could then
make a trip from Fort Washington, past Fort St. Clair,
to Fort Jefferson, and return in six days, encamping each
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night under the walls of one of these military posts for
protection. The Indians being elated by the check they
had given our army in the preceding year, in defeating
St. Clair, determined to make a descent upon the settlement then forming at Columbia, at the mouth of the
Little Miami. Some time in September two hundred and
fifty warriors struck the war pole and took up their line
of march. Fortunately for the infant settlement, in
passing Fort Hamilton they discovered a fatigue party,
with a small guard, chopping firewood east of the fort.
While the men were gone to dinner the Indians formed
an ambuscade, and, on their return captured two of them.
The prisoners informed the Indians that on the morning
previous -which must have been on Friday-a brigade
of eighty or one hundred pack-horses, loaded with supplies for the two military posts in the advance, had left
Fort Hamilton, escorted by a company of riflemen,
mounted on fine horses, and that if they made their trip
in the usual time they would be at Fort Hamilton on
their return on Monday night. Upon receh·ing this in:
formation Littk Turt:e abandoned his design of breaking up the settlement above Cincinnati and fell back
some twelve or fifteen miles, with a view of intercepting
the brigade on its return. He formed an ambuscade on
the trace at a well-selected location, which he occupied
through the day that he expected the return of the escort.
But as :Major Adair arrived at Fort Jefferson on Saturday night, he permitted his men and horses to rest
over Sund:ty, and thus escaped the ambuscade. On
Monday night, when on their return, they· encamped
within a short distance of Fort St. Clair.
The remainder of the letter we quote verbatim. Judge
Collins wrote:
The chief of the band of Indians b<'ing informL~l or our position hy
hts runners, concluded thal hy a night atlack he could drive us oul of
our <encampment. Accordingly he left his ambush and a shun time hefore da~hrcak. on Tuesday morning. the Indians. by a discharge of
rifl<.'S an.d raising the hideous yt:lls for which they arc distinguished,
made a simultaneous :-tllack upon thrt'C sides of the encampment lcav·
ing that open 11<:xt lo the fort. The horses became frightened and numbt.-rs of them hroke from tht•ir fastenings. The camp. in consequence
of this. heing thrown into some confusion, Captain :\<lair retired with
his men and formed them into three clivisions. just hcyond the shine of
the fir<.-s. on the side next the fon. and while the enemy were endca,·oring to secure the horses and plunder the c;~mp - which s..-emcd to be
their main ohjecl - - thcy were in turn attacked hy us- on the right hy
the major and his dh·ision. on the left by Lieutenant (,eorge !\-ladison,
and in the center hy Lieutenant Job Hale, with their respective division>. 11JC enemy, however, were sufficiently strong to detail a fighting
po1rty double our numbers. lo protect those plundt!ring the camp and
dri•ing off the horses, and as we had left the side from the fort open
to them they soon began to move off. taking all with them.
.\s soon as day dawn offert•d light sufficient to distinguish a white
man from nn Indian t•.erc ensued some pretty sharp tiighting. so close
in some instanc<.'S as to bring in usc the war-club and tomahawk. Here
Lit>utenant llale was killed. and Lieutenant Madison wounded. As
the Indians rctr<catcd the white men hung on their rear, but when we
prt-s.cd them too close they would I.Um and drive us hack. In this way
a kind of running tight was ktcpt up until after sunrising, when we lost
sight of the enemy. and nearly all of our horses. about where the town
of Eaton now stands. On returning from the pursuit our camp prc"'nted rather a discouraging appt'W'ance. Not more than six or eight
hurses were s.-.vt.'<l-· some twenty or thiny lay dead on the ground. The
) 0 . , •>f the enemy remained unknown. The bodies of two lndi:-tns were
f.,und amon~: the dead horses. \'Ve gathered up our wounded - six in
numhcr, took them to the fun, where a room was assigned them as a
hospital, and their wounds dressed by Surgeon Boyd, of the regular
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army. The wound of one m:u1, John James. consisted of !JUt little
more than the loss of his scalp.
•

Another of the wounded, Lute Voorhes, afterward became a resident of Preble county, and died here not
many years since.
"Bv sunset on the day of the action, we had some kind of rough
coffins prepared for the slain. For the satisfaction of sun·i\·ing friends.
I will name them, and state that in one gr.l\·e. some tifty paces west of
the site of Fort St. Clair. arc the remains of Captain Joh II ale. :\'ext
lo him on his left we laid the remains of our orderly sergeant. Mallhcw
English. then fullowcd the four pri>·ates. Rohcrt Bowling, J oscph Clinton. Isaac Jell and John "Williams. o,·jcction and e\·en sorrow hung
on

the countenances of c\·cry member of the escort a!'! we :-,toud

around or assisted in the interment vf t hcsc our fellow-comrack-s.
Hale \\as a noLle and brave man, fa:,ciuatiug in his appearance and
dcponm<· nt ilS an officer. It was dusk in the evening when we completed the performance of OUf melancholy duty. \Vhat a chaug•·!
The e\·ening hdorc nothing was to he seen or heard in the c111.:ampmcm
but life and animation.··

Another account of the engagement is given by Major
Adair in his rl'port to General Wilkinson. Writing from
Fort St. Clair, he says :
"This morning. about the first appearance or day. the enemy attacked my camp. within sight of this post. The attack w:Ls sudden,
and the enemy came on with a dcgrL'C of courage that proved them
warriors indcL~l. Some of my men were h;llld in hand with tlwm hefore we retreated, which. however. we did to a kind of sto<·kade. intended for stahlcs; we then made a stand. I then ordered l.icul<·nant
Madison to take a party and gain their right flank if J>o"ihle.
called for Lieutenant Hale to send to the left. but found he had l>t'<'n
slain. I then led forward the men that stood n•·ar me, which. to~-:•·ther
with the ensigns. Buchanan and Florin. amounted to about twentyfive. and pressed the lcfl of their centre, thinking it ahsolutcly nt·u•ssary
to assist ~ladison . We made a manly push. and the enemy retn·ated,
taking all of our horses except five or six. \\'e dro\'C them ahout six
hundred yards through our camp, where they agaiu made a stand. aud
we fought them for some time. Two of my men were shot clcacl.
"At that momeul I received information that the enemy were aiKJUt
to flank us on the right. and on turning that way I saw about sixty of
them running to tha.t point. I had yet heard nothiug or 1\ladisun. I
then ordered my men to retreat; which they did with ddiheration,
heartily cursing the Indians. who pursued us close to our camp. where
we again fought them until they gave way; and when they retreated
our ammunition was almost expended, ahhuugh we had lx.'<'n supplied
from the garrison in the course of the action. I di<l not think pruper
lo follow them again, but ordered my men into the garrison to dr.tw
ammunition. I returned in a few minutes to a hill to which we had
first drawn them; where I found five of my men scalpnl, who were
hroughl in.
"Since I began to write this a few of the enemy appcan:d in sight.
and I pursued them with a pany about a quarter of a milt·. but could
nol ovenake them, and did not think proper to go further. l\JadisiJII,
whom I sent to the right, was on the first attack wounded and ublig•·•l
to retrc:ll into the garrison. leaving a man or two dead . To this misfonune I think the enemy arc indcht<.'<l for the horses which they ha,·c
got; had he gain<.'<! their right flank and I once had pusscssiuu or t h,·ir
left, I think we might have routed them at that stage of the action. '"
we ha<l them on the retreat.
"I have six killed and fi,·c wounded; four men arc miS>ing. I think
they went off early in the action on horse-back and arc hv thb time al
Fort Hamilton . My otliccrs and a number of my men clistinguish,·tl
themsch·cs greatly. Poor Hale died calling to his men to advau.:c.
1\faclison's bmvery and conduct need no comment; they arc well known.
fo1orin and Buchanan acted with a coolnt•ss and courage that clo them
much honor; Buchanan after firing his gun knocked an Indian clown
with the barrel.
"They havo: killed and taken a great number of the pack-horses.
intend following them this c~cning some distance. to asct·rtain their
strength and route if possible. I can, with propricly say . that about
fifty of my men fought with a hravery arualto any men in the world;
and had not the garrison been so nigh as a place of sah·ty for the
bashful I think many more would have fought well. The '''"'"'Y h:l\·c
no doubt as many men killed as myself; they left two dead upon the
ground and I saw two carried off. The only advantage they have
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- -- - ---- - - - - - - - gained is our horS<·s. which is a capital one, as it disables me from
demoralizing their spirit. From Fort Hamilton, Wayne's
bringing the inh.:rvit:w to a more l'Crlain and satisfactory conclusion."
trace diverged more considerably from St. Clair thah it
had south of that post. He marched through what is
now Preble county, a short distance east of Eaton, and
that portion of the route lying !iOUth of the town has
been adopted as tne location of a public highway, lung
known as "the old trace road." The trace crossl·d
Banta's fork at or near the forty foot pitch, and ascended
CH .\PTER V.
the high bank north at a point on the east side of the
WAYNE'S WAR .---FALL OF LOWERY.
present north road, from which point it bore a little west
IMMEIJI.\TEI.Y aft~:r tht: def~:at of St. Clair tht: general
of north to Fort Greenville. A portion of the old trail
govcrnm~:nt sought, by friendly m·gotiation, to secure
is' still marked by a growth of young sycamores, which
peace, though vainly. l'rdiminary steps were also imhave sprung up where the forest was cut away. Many
mediately taken toward bringing about a reorganization
of the first settlers saw on the uncovered roots of t:·ees,
of the army, putting it into a thoroughly efficient condialong the trace, the indisputable marks of wagon wheels
tion, and liberally e<Jippcd it, that it might be in readior of the heavy ordnance trains. On his way northward
ness should necessity require.
on this expedition, Wayne named the streams according
Ceneral Wayne (the Mad Anthony, of Revolutionary
to the distance from Fort Hamilton at which he crossed
fame, and the companion-in-arms of the President), was
them, as Four Mile creek and Seven 1\-lile creek. The
chosen by Washington, as commander of the army of
latter had before that time been known and mapped as
the Northwest. He spent the winter of I 792 at LegionCt. Clair's creek.
viii.:, below Pittsburgh, in collecting and organizing his
Of the march, and one of the sad incidents of war,
army, and at the close of April, 1793, moved down the
the death of I .owcry and his brave companions, which
river and encamped near Fort Washington, at a place
occurred subsequently, we will let (;eneral Wayne testify,
called '"'Hobson's Choice." Here Wayne was l·ngaged
in his own language. On the twenty-third of October
during the negotiations for peace, in drilling his soldiers,
he wrote to the Secretary of War from his camp on the
in cutting military roads through the forest, collecting
-;outhwest branch of the Great Miami, six miles l.Jeyond
supplies in the Indian country, and in making preparaFort Jefferson (six miles south of the pres_ent town of
tions for an immediate campaign, in case the efforts of
Greenville, Darke county):
the commissioners to obtain peace should be unsuccessI ha\'e the honor to inform you that the legion took up it' line of
march from Hobson's Choice, on the SC\'enth inst., and ani\·ec.J at this
ful. On the sixteenth of August, I 793, the commisplace in perfect order, and without a single accident, at ten o' dol'k on
sioners received the final answer of the Indian council,
the eH•ning of the thirteenth, whe n I found rny'<:lf arn·sted f<•r the
and on the twenty-third they sent messengers to Wayne,
want of prO\·isivns. :'\utwithstaruling :his defect, I do nut dl'SJ"'ir of
supportiug the troops in our prc>cnt position, or ratht'r at a plac<: called
infor111ing him of the outcome- the failure to secure
Strllwatcr, at an int<·rrne<liatc distance hctwL-cn the fidd of St. Clair';
peace. The general being authorized to move into the
battle and Fort Jdfcrson. Tire safl-ty of the western frontiers, and the
Indian country and wage war ngainst the hostile tribes,
" 'Putation of the legion , the dignity and interest of the :'\ation, all fordid so as early as was possible. He had an army of bid a retrograde manu:uvrc, or gi\'ing up one inch of grountl we now
about three thousand men, consisting in about equal . po"~ss. until the enemy arc cumpcllcd to sue for peace. The greatest
ditliculty which at present presents itself is that of furnishing a sufficient
parts of the mounted riflemen, volunteers from KenC!-,cort to secure our cun\'oys of pru,·isiuns and other ~upplics from intucky, and of troops brought togdher in the vicinity of
sult and <lisas ter, and at tire same time to retain a sufticicnt force at
camp to sust.1in and repel the attacks of the enemy, who appear to l.oc
Pittsburgh, Vl:ry many of them hard characters, and
uesperate and <leterrnirwd . \Vc h:t\'e recently expcrierl(:ed a little check
some from the prisons- outlaws and renegades, who
to our t.:on\'oys. ,,,.hich may probably IJC cx.aggcratL'tl into something sewere reckless of what the future had in store for them,
rious, l.oy the tongue uf fame , before this reaches you . The following
is, howt:n.·r, the fat..:t:
and actuated only by the spirit of action and adventure.
•· Lierucnant l.owcry of the second sub-legion, a rut En sign lloyd, of
The Kentuckians were commanded by General Charles
the tir:-,t. with a command consbting- of ninety nun-commissioned oftiScott, the second ranking officer in the army, and who,
ccrs and pri\'ates, ha\'ing in charge twenty wagons tx.•lot_
lging- to the
as well as General Harry Lee (the Light Horse Harry,
quartcrma~tcr gcner.tl's department, luatkcl with grain, an<l 0 11c uf tl1c
contradur's wagon s, luadt:t.l with stores, were attacked (.'arly on tltc
of Revolutionary fame), and General William Darke had
morning of thc _sc\'cntccnth inst., about ~cn•n miles ad\'aOcl'd of Fort
been fa,·orably considered by Washington in connection
St. Clair, by a party uf Indians . Those gallant young gentlemen '(who
with the chief command of the expedition.
promised at a future day to be ornaments to the profession,) tog<·thcr
with thirt<·en non-cornrni ssione<t ofticers and pri,·ates. br;ndy fell, after
(;encral \\'ayne began his march northward into the
:111 ob:,tinatc rc~ i~tanct• ag:tinst ~upcrior numiX"rs, being abandont•d by
Indian country on the seventh of October, 1793, not
tlr<• gr<·ater part uf tire ~scurt, upun tire first d ischarge. The savagt·s
following St. Clair's tract:, but cutting a new one for his
killed or c.1rrit·d off al.H.Jut SC\'cnty hor~cs, lcavinl:! the wag-ons aJH) stores.
army on the cast sit.lc of Seven 1\lile creek. .1\Iany of ;tanding in thl' road, which h:l\·e all i.>l'<'ll brought to this camp, without any other lo!:oS ur damage, cxc.:ept some trilling art ides."
Wayne's soldiers were superstitious, and had they adLowery died urging his men to tight and doing all in
vanced into the enemy's country upon the road which
his
power to beat back the savage horde that had asSt. Clair's ill-fated army had taken, they would have felt
sailed
him. His last breath sent forth words of enco'uran apprehension of defeat which possibly might have
agcmt!nt to the brave men who fought by his side.
brought on one, or which would, at least, have had the
The summer of I 7~4 had well nigh passed before
effect of lessening their faith in the force of arms and
22
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Wayne met the Indians of the confederated tribes in
battle array, and achieved the urilliant victory which
brought long enduring peace to the trouuled uordcrers.
The winter season was regarded as an unfavorable
time to carry on hostilities against the Indians, and on
its approach General Wayne dismissed the Kentucky
militia men and placed the regular troops in winter
quarters. He erected Fort Greenville near tl~e site of
the present town of Greenville, in Darke county, and
made that post his headquarters. On December 23,
1793, he ordered eight companies of infantry and a detachment of artillery to take possession of the ground
on which St. Clair was defeated in 1791, and to erect a
fortification at that point. The order was executed, and
the new fort was appropriately named Fort Recovery.
Soon after the completion of this defence, Wayne received from some of the hostile tribes a message, in
which they expressed a desire to make peace with the
United States. The terms, however, on which the com-.
mandcr of the army proposed to make a treaty were
either evaded or rejected by the Indians, prob~bly because they were led by Lord Dorchester, governorgeneral of Canada, and others, to believe that Great
Britain would, in the course cf the year 1 794, assist
them in their attempt to force the American settlers to
retire from the territory lying on the northwest side of
the Ohio river. At this period, too, a critical and unsettled state of relations existed between the governments
of Great Britain, France and Spain, on the one side,
and the United States on the other, and it was only by
skilful diplomacy and decisive measures that our go\·ernment escaped being drawn into the vortex of Europ::an politics. But this complication of troubles is too
broad for treatment in these pages. It belongs to national rather than local history, and reference is merely
made to it that the reader may be reminded of the other
perils which surrounded the infant Republic while this
harassing Indian war was being waged upon the western
border.
On the thirtieth of June, I 794, an escort consisting of
ninety riflemen and fifty dragoons, a detachment of
Wayne's army, commanded by Major McMahon, was attacked by a large body of Indians, under the walls of
Fort Recovery. The Indian force, variously estimated
at from seven to fifteen hundred, and probably assisted
by a sm:1ll number of British agents and French Canadian volunteers, made several attacks on the fort within
twenty-four hours, and then retired. In these attacks the
Americans lost twenty-two men killed, thirty wounded,
and three missing. They also lost two hundred and
twenty-one horses killed, wounded and missing. In a
letter from Wayne to the Secretary of War, dated
"Greenville, 7th July, 1794,'' he says: "The Indians left
eight or ten warriors dead on the field; although they
were employed during the night, which was dark and
fogg)·, and carrying off their dend and wounded by
torchlight."
Major General Scott, with about sixteen hundred
mounted volunteers from Kentucky (the men who had
been dismissed in the autumn previous) arrived at Fort
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Greenville, and joined the regular troops on the twentysixth of July. On the twenty-eighth the entire army commenced their march for the Indian towns on the Maumee.
About twenty-five miles from Fort Recovery, on the St.
Mary's river, Wayne built a small fortification which he
named Fori Adams. The army marched from this
point on the fourth of August, and on the eighth arrived
at the tonAuence of the Maumee and Auglaizc rivers.
The advance of the army carried terror into the Indian
country. Wayne, writing upon the fourteenth of August,
says:
•• I have the honor to inform you that the army under my comnu1HI
took possession of this \'cry important post on the morning- uf the
eighth instant, the enemy on the prccecling en: nin~ ha\"illh ab:ancluned
all their settlements, towns ami ,·illages \\itlo such apparent m:nks of
surprise and precipitation, a~ to amount to pusitin.! proof that our ap~
proach was not discovered by them until the arriv:~l of a :vt r. Newman
who deserted from the army at St. :'lfary"s.
•
*
*
•
Thus. sir. we have g.lim,O the emporium of the hostile lndi.llls of the
west without loss of blood. The very extensh·c and hi>:;•ly cnhiv:~t•·d
f1clds and gardens show the work of many hamls. The m~rgins of
those bc.~utiful rivers. the !\liami of the L"lkes (or Maumee), ~nd ,\uglaize, appears like one eontiuuec\ ,·illagc for a llllml>:" of mih·s a hove
and below this place; nor ha,·e I e\·cr before hdwld such imm .. nsc
ftclds of corn in any part of America from Can~cl.1 to Florida. \\"e ~rc·
now employed iu completing a strong stockade fort. \\ilh four go<><l
block-houses by way of bastions, at the confluence ot till" ,\ugbit.t· ~ml
Maumee (on the site of the town hy rhc sam!: namd. which I have
called Fort Defiance.
•
•
•
E1·cr) thing is now
prepared for a forward mo,·e to-morrow morning. t"wad Roche clc
Bout. or foot of the rapids.
*
*
*
*
*
Yet I have
t:10ught proper to offer the enemy a last ovcrtun• of jll"oln". :mel as they
have everything that is dc:~r arul interesting now at ;take, I han'
reason to expect that they will listen to the proposill<lll
*
•
disp~tehed ycsterclay hy a special flag- (Christopher :\JiliN).
whom I sent under cireumst~nces which will ensure his safe rewrn. and
which may e,·entunlly spare the effusion of much human blood. Hut
should war be their choice, that blood he upon their own lwa•k
America shall no longer be insulted with impunity. To an all-P"'"':rful and great God I therefore commit myself and golllant army.··

On the fifteenth of August, I 794, General Wayne·
moved with his forces from Fort Defiance, and on the
twentieth he gained a complete victory over the army of
Indians. A force of about two thousand men collected
near the foot of the rapids, near a British fort, erected
subsequent to the treaty of 1783, and in violation of its
obligations. After a short and sharp engagement, the
Indians Aed, and were pursued under the guns ·of the
British fort. The number of Indians in the battle has
been estimated all the way from one to two thousand.
They were probably in larger numucr than Wayne's
troops actually engaged against them, whose number,
there is every reason to believe, was short of nine hundred. Good authorities say that there were in the action
four hundred and fifty DtlmMres, one hundred and
seventy-five Miamz~·. two hundred and seventy-Jive Slln<i•'ues, two hundred and twenty-five Ottm•..,.Js, two hundred
and seventy-five Wya11dots, and a small number of Sm·
eras, Pollawaloinies and Cllippn;•as. They had ah•mt
seventy white allies, including a corps of volunteers from
Detroit. The loss to Wayne's army was thirty-three
killed and one hundred wounded. The Indian loss was
more than double that of the Federal army. The woods
were strewn for some distance with the dead bodies of
Indians and their white auxiliaries-the latter armed
with British muskets and bayonets. The Indians were
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commanded in this -engagement by the Sltawn(.:s' war
chief, Blue Jacket.
The Miami chief, Little Turtle, under whom the Indians in 1791 so overwhelmingly defeated St. Cbir, was in
the battle, but had little share in the c~mtrol of the
forces . Drake, in his Indian Biography, says :
It has been genemlly s.,id that had the advice of this chid been taken
at the disastrous tight
with General \Vayne, there
is hut little douht he had met with as ill success as (;t·ncral St. Clair.
He was not for fighting (;cneral \Vaync at Presque !sit•, and inclined
rather to 1wacc than fighting at all. In a council held the night hdorc
the 1•\ltle he argued as follows: •• \Vc have beaten the enemy twice
under 'eparatc commanders. We cannot expert the same good fortune always to attend us. The Americans arc now kd by a chief who
never slt:t·ps. The night and the tH!y arc alike to him; and durin~: :~II
the time that he ha~ hccn marching on our villages. notwithstanding
the watchfulnl'ss of our young men, we ha,·c never been ahlc to surprise him. Think well of it. There is something whispers to me it
would he prudent to listen to his offers of peace.·· For holding thcSt'
vi"'" he was accused by another chief of being a coward. This en til-e!
all further discussion. Little Turtle fought hravely in the battle, and
its issue proved him a truer prophet than his accuser had hclieved.

After the engagement of August 2oth, generally known
as the battle of the Manmee, or the battle of Falkn Timbers, Wayne's victorious army destroyed all the cornfit:lds
and the Indian villages, and returned lo the mouth of
the Auglaize.
Indian ho~tilities were at an end, and
in the summer of 1795 the peace was perfected
by Wayne's treaty made at Fort Greenville, where the
army headquarters had been again established, in the
fall of 1 794· The most important of the provisions
made at this council, by the action of which the last
remnant of Indian title to the lands in this part of the
State was removed, are given elsewhere. The Greenville treaty was the negotiation which secured and perpetuated the peace won in Wayne's battle.
Now that we have briefly outlined Wayne's campaign,
let ns revert to that bloody event which gives local interest to the war, in Preble county, and the memory of
which has been so. imperishably fixed by the rearing of
Lowerey's monument at the Eaton cemetery.
The exact spot where Lieutenant Lowery and his
companions were ambuscaded and killed by the Indians
is on Lowery's branch of Banta's creek, in the northeastern part of Washington township, and a few rods
up the branch from Zion (Lutheran) church. On the
day following the fight the bodies of Lowery, Ensign
Boyd and thirteen others, who gave up life with them
before the overpowering force which made that sudden,
fietce attack, were removed to Fort St. Clair and buried a
few rods southwest of the stockade, side by side. The
remains of Lieutenant Lowery were removed on the
fourth of July, 1822, and interred in the northwest
corner of the old burial ground. The sad but patriotic
ceremonial was conducted with military honors, and an
appropriate funeral oration was delivered by Jonas A.
Mendel. For fifty years the resting place of the other
soldiers was under the long grass by the old fort, but on
the seventeenth of October, 1843, the fiftieth anniversary
of their death, their remains, too, were removed and
with the bones of Lowerey, permanently deposited in a
beautiful and symmetrically formed mound, one of the
many memorials of a IQst race, which dot the surface of

Ohio and the valley of the Mississippi. On this occasion the late Rev. Charles W. Swain acted as chaplain,
and the late A. Haines, sr., delivered an eloquent and
appropriate memorial oration. Upon the apex of the
mound was reared, through the enterprise of a number
of public spirited citizens of Eaton, a marble shaft,
suitably inscribed to the memory of the soldiers who
sleep at its base. And so the gratitude of the people
who ha1·e occupied the country, has been shown to a
few of those who led the way in the wilderness and
assisted in making it possible that the land should be
opened to settlement.
Among the earliest settlers in Preble county was Jacob
Parker, who was a soldier of Wayne's army, and had encamped during the campaign on the very ground which
he arterwards owned, and on which he spent the greater
part of his life.
As Wayne's army was advancing toward the Indian
country in the spring of 1793, and when in that part of
the wilderness which is now Bntler county, a man by the
name of Newman deserted. Wayne, fearing that he
would do harm by carrying information to the Indians,
sent out a party of men to captnre and return him to the
camp, where, doubtless, it was Mad Anthony's intention
to have him shot. Jacob Parker was one of the men
detailed for this arrest. The little company started out
in a northeasterly direction and soon came upon the
fugitive's trail through the woods. They followed it the
greater part of the day, and when overtaken hy nightfall
had reached Twin creek. Upon the west side of this
stream and about half a mile from the site of West Alexandria, and perhaps eighty rods from the present site
of the Dayton and Western pike, the party encamped.
In the morning, while some of the men were engaged in
preparing breakfast, young Parker took a ramble through
the luxuriant forest, and along the ravine runriing back
from the stream. This was about the twenti,·th of April,
and, the season being unusually forward, nature wore a
very attractive garb. The loveliness of the locality made
a deep impression upon the young m:1.n thpt spring morning, and on returning to the camp he exclaimed to his
comrades: "If I live and get safely through this campaign I mean to 0\1'11 this 1·ery piece of ground and open
a farm here and lin: and dic upon it." The older mrn
laughed at what they regarded as Parker's boyish enthusiasm, but he insisted that he meant to carry out his intention, and should sot:1e day own a cultivated farm ~-here
all was then an unbroken wild. The subject f0r the time
was forgotten in the discussion th_at followed upon the
feasibility of following further the deserter. It was decided that further pursuit would be in vain, and the men,
after partaking of a hearty meal, took up their march for
the army, which they regained upon, or near, th·: site of
Eaton. Parker followed Wayne through his victorious
campaign, and, when discharged, began to think longingly of the beautiful valley on Twin creek, where he and
his comrades had camped. He had saved hi~ pay as a
soldier, and, on the declaration of peace, added to his
means by laboring as a cooper in the village of Cincinnati. About 1 798, before the lands were in market, he
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visited the cherished site and built there a log cabin.
From that time until the lands were surveyed he remained there off and on, and, as soon as he was permitted, he purchased the quarter section, of one hundred
and sixty acres of land, including the very spot he had
encamped upon. Here he lived until his death, February 26, 1848, thus fulfiilling his boyish prediction which
had been laughed at by the older soldiers. Jacob Parker, the humble hero of this little incident of Wayne's
campaign, was on.: of the most worthy and well-liked of
Preble's pioneers. He was Lorn in New Jersey in 1778,
and was, therefore, about seventy years of age at the
time of his death.

CHAPTER VI.
ADVENT OJ!' THE WHITE MAN IN SOUTHERN OHIO, AND
SETTLEMENT OF PREBLE COUNTY.

THE adventurous French explorers, Hennepin and
LaSalle, who in 1679 steered the keel of civilization
thr0ugh Lake Erie and touched its south shore, were
the first white men whom we know set foot upon the
soil which now constitutes Ohio. The year following,
the French had a trading station upon the Miami of
the Lakes (MJ.umec:), a few miles upon the site of
Toledo, and, according to Bancroft, they had a route
through the wilderness from Canada to the Mississippi,
by the way of the Maumee, Wabash and Ohio rivers, in
I 7 16, and a little later another upon the site of Erie,
Pennsylvania, hy the way of the Allegheny and Ohio.
Vague traditions have been handed down, asserting
that the English had trading posts upon the Ohio in
J 730, and we know that they had soon after that time,
for in 1 744 the royal governor of Pennsylvania issued
licc:nses for the carrying on of trade with the Indians
as far west as the Father of Waters. In I 748 a trading
station was established at the site of Sandusky, by the
French, and in the same year the English explored the
Ohio as far as the falls.
George Crogan and Andrew Montour, the latter a
half-breed son of a Seneca chief, traversed the wilderness in the summer of I 748 as the bearers of prints and
prc:sents from Pennsylvania to the Miami Indians. In
return for these gifts the Indians granted the whites the
right to build a stockade and establish a trading station
at the mouth of Lo;-amie's creek upon the Great Miami,
within the bounds of tht: present county of Shelby.
Accordingly a tort or stockade was built which was called
Pickawillamy. It occupit·d the site of the subsequent
station, generally known and often referred to in western
history as Loramie's sture. Fort Pickawillamy has been
citt:d by some writers as the first point at which the
English efft:ct- d a settkmcnt in Ohio. The building
which was undoubtedly the first erected by the English
on the soil of the Statt: was destroyed in June, 1752, by
a force of French, Canadians and Indians. The French
4

traders along the Ohio and its tributaries, were pretty
generally superseded hy the Engli'ih, and the enterprising and adventurous spirits from the settlements in
Pennsylvania and Virginia, about the middle of the
eightet:nth century, and they maintained tAe supremacy
peaceably until 1784. Christopher Cist and Crogan, in
I 7so, explored Ohio and passed near, if not into, the
present bounds. of Preble county. They reported that
nothing was wanting but cultivation to make the territory which they had traversed a most beautiful country.
The Rev. David Jones (Chaplain Jones of Revolutionary
fame) made a tour through a large part of the territory
now included in the bounds of Ohio, in 1752 and 1753,
and from that time onward, beside the traders and
explorers, the country was seen Ly many who were engaged in military expeditions against the Indians, among
whom may be named Colonels Broadstreet, Bogart, McDonald, William Crawford, George Rogers Clark, Edwards, Tod, Bowman, Lockry, Broadhead, and Logan,
Lord Dunmore, Israel Putnam, General Lachlin Mcintosh, Daniel Boone, and Simon Kenton. Through the
observations of these men and a host of others the
wilderness was becoming known, and many had grown
to look forward to it fondly as a prospective pl~ce o.f
residence.
While the territory now included in Ohio was still a
wilderness, the wilds of which were only inhabited by
roving bands of savages and by a few traders, .it became
the field for the exercise of the zeal and bravery of the
Moravian missionaries. The trials of these apostles of
religion, the toils and privations of Frederick Post, John
Heckwelder, and David Zeisberger, upon the Muskingum from I 7 72 to 1782, form one of the most interesting chapters .in early State history,. but it is beyond our
province to here produce the story of the missions and
the horrible massacre which ended their existence. We
only refer. to the subject to remind the reader of the
famous men who were in this then but little known "far
west," and to give a su&gestion of the history that was
being made long before the practical exercise of civil
authority, and before the country was formally opened
for permanent settlement.
By some authorities it is claimed that credit should be
given these Moravians for establishing the first settlement in Ohio, intended to Le permanent. The design
of the foundt:rs of the mission station was doubtless to
maintain them for an indefinite p~.:riod, and had Salem
and Schonbrun and Gnadenhutten not been wiped out
in Llood they would doubtless be to-day in existence,
the oldest settlements in Ohio. Howe\-er this may be,
none deny to Marietta tht honor of being the oldest
permanent settl,cment in the State. An ineffectual attempt was made by four families to found a settltment
at the mouth of the Scioto in I785, but it remained for
General Rufus Putnam and his Massachusetts colony,
associates in the Ohio company to establish at the
mouth of the Muskingum, on the seventh of April,
q88, the pioneer place of permanent habitation in our
. ~tate-\larictta, so named after Marie Antoinette, the
then ruling <JUeen of France.
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Not long after the settlement had been made at Marietta, three separate companies were organized to occupy
and improve portions of the Symmes purchase, between
the Great and Little Miamis. The first, led by Colonel
Benjamin Stiles, and consisting of about twenty persons,
landed sometime in November, q88, at the mouth of
the Little Miami, within the limits of a tract of ten thousand acres, which Colonel Stiles had purchased of Judge
Symmes. They constructed a log fort or stockade, and
laid out the village of Columbia. The second party,
twelve or fifteen in number, was formed at Limestone
(now Maysville), Kentucky, by Matthias Denman and
Robert Patterson. After much difficulty and danger,
caused by floating ice in the river, they made a landing
opposite the mouth of the Licking river. The name
adopted for the proposed town, says Burnet in his
"Notes," was "Losanteville," which had been manufactured by a pedantic foreigner whose name has unfortunately been forgotten. It was formed, as he said, from
the words Le, os, ante and w'lle, which he rendered,
"the village opposite the mouth." The proposed town
was never laid off, but upon its intended site there was,
however, laid out another village, according to a new
plat-the village which is now grown into the populous,
prosperous "Queen City of the West." The third party
of pioneers in the Miami country was under the immediate supervision of Judge Symmes. Leaving Limestone
on the twenty-ninth of January, 1789, the party landed
early in the following month, at the point now known as
North Bend, and so called, because the most northern
bend which occurs on the Ohio south of the Kanawha.
For some time it was a matter of doubt as to which of
the rival settlements would eventually, as the western
world was populated, become a great town. Columbia,
for some time, maintained the lead, and even North Bend
was considered to have advantages over Cincinnati.
During the time these settlements were making in the
Symmes purchase, the southeastern part of Ohio was
penetrated by the offshoots from Marietta, and the boundaries of civilization were slowly pushed forward along
the river. On April I I, 1789, settlements were begun at
Belpre (the French for beautiful meadow), fifteen miles
below Marietta, and soon after at Newberry, twenty-five
miles below, and also at Waterford and Duck creek. In
the autumn of 1789 a settlement was made at the Big
Bottom, on the M uskingum, about thirty miles above
Marietta. The French settlement at Gallipolis was
made in the summer of 1791. * Next after the laying
out of Gallipolis was the beginning made at Manchester
on the Ohio, in Adams county, by Nathaniel Massie, and
* Although the French emigrants did not arrive until the summer of
'79'· and after Massie had located Manchester, their village (Gallipolis),
was I~ out and made ready for them by the Ohio company, and when
l\Ianchester was founded there were residing at the former place a company of forty men from Marietta. Historians usually give Gallipolis
the third place in the order of settlement, and Manchester tiJe fourth .
Should the consideration of priority in settlement, however, be based
upon actual occupation of each site by pennanent residents, Manchester would be entitled to rank third, and Gallipolis would of course be
fourth . In speaking of these places as the third and fourth settlements
in the State, Marietta and its offshoots arc considered as one settlement, and the trio in the Symmes purchase collectively as another.

about thirty families from Kentucky, in the spring of
1791.
The settlements made up to 1791 and during two or
three years following, slowly increased in size.
Cincinnati in 1 792 contained about thirty cabins besides the
barracks and other buildings connected with Fort Washington. The population was about two hundred and
fifty.
Four years later, or in I 796, according to
Monette's Valley of the Mississippi, the settlement had
grown to number six hundred souls, and the village was
composed of more than a hundred log cabins and fifteen framed houses.
In December, I 794, the town of Hamilton was laid
out and soon after a few settlers located there. Dayton
was laid out on the fourth of November, 1795, but not
permanently settled until April r, 1796. Franklin,
upon the Miami, and within the present county of Warren, was laid out in 1795, and the first settlers arrived in
the spring of the following year. Previous to this, Mill
Creek, eleven miles north of Cincinnati, had been the
frontier settlement in the Miami country. In I 796 Chillicothe was settled, and the same year pioneers began to
penetrate the northern part of the State, and Cleveland
was laid out at the mouth of the Cuyahoga. At the
close of 1798 that portion of the northwestern territory
now included in the State of Ohio had a population of
about five thousand persons. This population was
chiefly in the valleys of the Muskingum, Scioto, the
Miamis, and the small tributaries of these rivers within
half a hundred miles of the Ohio. No portion of the
country received a greater accession of settlers than the
valleys of the Miamis. Nowhere was the development
more marked or rapid, and nowhere was the prospect of
the pioneers more alluring.
SETI'LEMENT OF PREBLE COUNTY.

It is probable that a few "squatters" were in the
territory now constituting Preble county as early as
1 796, but the permanent settlement cannot be said to
have begun until I 798.* Preble county now contains
about five times as many inhabitants as there were in the
whole state of Ohio ir. that year. The southern part of
the county was first settled, and, to be more specific, the
first township which had a permanent white resident was
Gratis. In all probability that first resident, the pioneer of Preble county was John Leslie, who, according to
the best authorities, came into the wilderness in I 798.
He located on Elk Creek, and upon what is now known
as section thirty-six, the extreme southeastern portion of
the county, and that which was nearest to the settlements
already made in the Miami valley. >\II northward of
this locality was then an unbroken wilderness, and the
Indian boundary but a few miles away. Southward
there was a scanty fringe of settlements along the Ohio
and a sparse sprinkling along its more important tributaries. The same year that John Leslie made his settlement, or the year following, Henry Phillips, John
The topic of settlement here only touched upon, and treated in a
general way, is amplified in the severn! township histories, ;~.nd the
record of early settlers, in fact, forms, as it should, the greater pan of
each and every one of the chapters.
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Phillips, Hezekiah Phillips and John Long arrived in
the county, and located in the same v1c1mty. About
the same time that these settlers came in Jacob Parker*
took up a residence in the woods on Twin creek, in
what is now Lanier township, a short distance from the
site of West Alexandria. The southwest corner of
Israel township was settled in 1799, by William Hu'ston,
the Ridenours, the Kingerys, and some others. James
Ochletree built the first mill in the county on Four
Mile creek. Somers township was settled near the site
of Camden, about 1802, by the Hendricks, Pottengers,
Bennetts, Beasleys, Mores, and Smiths. Henry Paddock, Eli Dixon, Reuben Kercheval and a few others
settled on Four Mile creek, in Dixon and Jackson
townships, about the year 1804. In all probability Eli
Dixon was the pioneer of Dixon townshipr John Harding and the Wades settled on Elkham creek, in Jackson
township, about the same time, and were among the first
in the township. Peter Vanausdel, John Clawson and
Albert Banta were among the early settlers of Lanier,
coming in, however after Jacob Parker, already mentioned. Among the earliest settlers of Gasper township
were Gasper Potter (after whom it was nam~d), Stephen
Albaugh, Silas Dooley, sr., Robert Runyon, William
Phillips, Phillip Lewellan, and the Duns. In Twin
township the first settlers were the Robertsons, Dickeys,
Ncsbits, Ozias, and Vanwinkles. The pioneers of Harrison townshipwere Joseph Singer, who arrived as early
as 18o3, Martin Rice, Tobias Tilman, Jacob Loy,
James Abbott, Zachariah Hole, Alexander McNutt, and
others. In J effc::rson township the first settlers were the
Purviances (among them, David, who at an early day
ahly represented the district in. the State senate), the
Flemings, Marshals, and Irelands. In Washington Willi:un Bruce, Cornelius Vanausdel, David E. Hendricks,
Walter Buell, Alexander C. Lanier, John Aukerman,
John Mills, John Goldsmith, and John Meroney, were
among the first residents. Monroe was the last township in order of settlement, its lands being refused by
the pioneers because flat and wet. Its first settlers
were the Armatouts, Shurleys, Adamses, Millers, Marshalls, Doyles, Davisons, Browns, and Coopers.
• For the story of Jacob Parker's settlement see the chapter on
Wayne's campaign.

CHAPTER VII.
A PICTUR& OF THE PIONEERS.

THERE is a corps o( active, brave men, usually volunteers, in advance of nearly every great and thoroughly
organized army. It is their self-imposed duty to go
ahead, and with axe and pick prepare the way for the
fighting rank and file that follows. They are called
pioneers. Beside the implements of labor they bear
arms, for their position is a dangerous one. They are

obliged to keep a constant lookout for an ambush, and
they march on in momentary fear of a sudden attack,
for the enemy, familiar with the land they are invading,
and which to them is a terra incognito, full of terrible
possibilities, is liable at any moment to sweep down upon
them, or pour into their midst a volley of arrows or
musket balls.
The Virginians, Pennsylvanians, North Carolinians
and Kentuckians who pushed their way into the great
wilderness of southwestern Ohio, were the pioneers of
one of the grandest armies earth ever knew. An army
whose hosts are still sweeping irresistibly onward, and
which, now after more than four score years, has not
fully occupied the country that it won. It was the army
of peace and civilization, which came not to conquer an
enemy in blood and carnage and ruin, but to subdue a
wilderness, by patient toil; to make the wild woodland
blossom as the rose, to sweep away the forest, till the
virgin soil, make fertile fields, and hew out houses which
were to become the abodes of peace and plenty. The
pioneers were the valiant vanguard of such an army as
this.
The hardy, resolute pioneers who penetrated the vast
unknown land northwest of the Ohio, who settled along
the Miamis and west of them in Preble county and the
surrounding region, found a land as fertile and as fair as
heart could wish. The long, cool aisles of the forest led
away into mazes of vernal green, where the swift deer
bounded by unmolested and as yet unscared by the
sound of the woodman's axe or sharp ring of the rifle.
All about them were displayed the lavish bounties of
nature. The air was fragrant with the thousand odors of
the woods in early spring. Underneath the giant oaks
and sugar trees; the low-branched beeches, the walnuts
and the chestnuts and the sycamores, the ground was
jeweled with strange and brilliant flowers, and the rich
sweet grass, green to the water's edge, in the fertile valleys of the streams.
The pioneers could enjoy the pristine beauty of the
scene, but they had before them the stern, hard realities
of life. They could enjoy the vernal green of the wide
extending forest, and the evidences of the fertility of the
country they had come to inhabit; they could look for-.
ward and fondly anticipate the life they were to lead in
the midst of all this beauty, and the rich reward that
was to be theirs for the cultivation of the mellow soil,
but they had first to work-there was no time for lotuseating ease in this valambrosia. The seed-time comes
before the harvest in more senses than one.
Serious dangers, too, these pioneers were exposed to.
The Indians could scarcely be trusted, or, at least, such
was the feeling among the settlers. They were constantly apprehensive of trouble. The larger wild beasts
were a source of much dread, and the smaller ones the
source of great annoyance. Besides these was the liability to strange forms of sickness which always exists in
a new country, and which was d?ubly feared as the settlers were beyond the reach of medical assistance. In
the midst of all the loveliness of the surroundings there
was a feeling of loneliness which could not be dispelled,
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and this was a far greater source of trial to the men and
women who first dwelt in the western country than can
be imagined. The deep-seated, constantly recurring
sense of isolation, made many stout hearts turn back to
the older settlements and the abodes of comfort, the
companionship and sociability they had abandoned to
take up a new life in the western woods.
The pioneers making their way to what is now Preble
county, by the Ohio in boats and thence northward
through the forest, or all of the distance overland in the
great Canastoga wagons, arrived at the place of their
destination with but very little with which to begin the
battle of life. They had brave hearts, however, strong
arms, and were possessed of an invincible determination. Frequently they came on without their families,
to make a beginning, and, this being accomplished,
would return to their old homes for their wives and children. The first thing done by the pioneer who brought
his family with him was to provide a shellt'J, however
poor and simple, from the rain. This having been
done, ground was made ready for some crop, usually
corn, as that was the surest. The trees were girdled,
the underbrush cut away, if there chanced to be any,
and the ground swept with fire. Ten, fifteen, twenty, or
even thirty acres of land, might thus be prepared and
planted the first season. In the autumn the crop would
be gathered and garnered with the least possible waste,
for it was the food supply of the pioneer and his family,
and life depended upon its preservation.
While the crop grew, the pioneer busied himself with
the building of his cabin, which must answer as a 5helter from the storms of the coming winter, a protection
from the ravages of wild beasts, and possibly as a place
of refuge from the Indians.
If a pioneer was completely isolated from his fellow
men, his position was indeed a hard one, for without assistance he could construct only a very poor habitation.
In such case the cabin was usually made of light logs or
poles and laid up roughly to answer the purpose of a
temporary shelter, until other settlers had come into the
vicinity, by whose help a more substantial structure
could be built. Usually a number of families came
into the country together, and located within such distance from each other that they were enabled to perform
many friendly and neighborly offices. Assistance was
always readily given our pioneers by all of the scattered
residents of the forest within a radius of several miles.
The plan commonly followed in the erection of a log
cabin was that which allowed a union of labor. The
site of the cabin home was selected, if possible, where
there was a good water supply, by a never-failing spring,
or if such could not be found it was not uncommon to
first dig a well. When the cabin was to be built the few
neighbors gathered at the site and first cut down within
as close proximity as possible a number of trees as
nearly of a size as could be found, but ranging from a
foot to twenty inches in diameter. Logs were chopped
from these and rolled to a common center. This work
and that of preparing the foundation would consume
the greater part of the day in most instances, and the

entire labor would most commonly occupy two or three
days, sometimes four. The logs were raised to their
places with hand-spikes and skid poles, and men standing at the corn~rs with axes notched them as fast as they
were laid in position. When the structure became several logs high the work would be mol'e difficult. The
gabl~s were formed by beveling the ends of the Jogs and
making them shorter and shorter as each additional one
was laid in place. These logs in the gables were held
in place by poles which extended acro.>s the cabin from
end to end, and \vhich served also as rafters upon which
to lay the rived "clapboard" roof. The so-called "clapboards" were five or six feet iu length, split from oak or
ash logs, and made as smooth and flat as p0ssihle. They
were laid side by side, and other pieces of split stuff
laid over the cracks so as to effectually keep out the
rain . Upon these logs were placed to hold them down,
and :he latter wne kept in position by blocks of wood
inserted between them.
The chimney was an important part of the structure,
and taxed the builders, with their poor tools, to the utmost. In rare cases it was made of stone, but most
commonly of logs and sticks laid up in a manner similar to those which formed the cabin. It was in nearly
all cases built outside of the cabin, and at its base a
huge opening was cut through the wall into it, to answer
as a fireplace. The sticks in the chimney were held in
place and protected from fire by mortar formed hy
kneading clay and straw together. Flat stones were
secured for the b:tck and jambs of the fireplace.
An opening was chopped or sawed in the logs on one
side of the cabin for a doorway. Pieces of hewed timber
three or four inches thick were fastened on each side, by
means of wooden pins, to the ends of the logs, and the
doors (if there were any), were fastened to one of these by
wooden hinges. The door itself, was a clumsy piece of
woodwork. It was usually made of heavy boards rived
from an oak log, and held together by heavy cross pieces.
There was a wooden latch upon the inside, raised by a
string which passed through a gimlet hole and hung upon
the outside. From this mode of construction arose the
old and well-known hospitable saying, "You will find
the latch-string always out." It was only pulled in on
rare occasions-at night when the occupants had an
idea that prowlers might be in the vicinity. Very many
of the cabins of the pioneerS' had no doors of the kind
here described, and the entrance was only protected by
a blanket, or skin of some wild beast suspended above
it. The window was a small opening often devoid of
anything resembling a sash, and very rarely having glass.
Greased paper was sometimes used in lieu of the latter,
but more commonly some old garment constituted a
curtain, which was the only protection from sun, or rain,
or snow. The floor of the cabin was made of puncheons-pieces of timber split from trees about eighteen
inches in diameter, and hewed as smooth as possible
with the broad-axe. They were half the length of the
floor. Many of the cabins first erected in this part of
the country had nothing but the earth·~n floor. Sometimes the cabins had cellars, which were simply small
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---------------------excavations in the ground for the storage of a few articles of food and perhaps some cooking utensils. Access
to the cellar was readily obtained by lifting a loose puncheon. There was sometimes a loft, used for various
purposes, among others for a "guest chamber." It was
reached by a lad&r, the sides of which were split pieces
put together like everything else in the house, without
nails.
The furniture of the log cahin was as simple and
primitive as the structure itself. A forked stick set in
the puncheon floor, and supporting two poles, the other
ends of which were allowed to rest upon tpe Jogs at the
side and end of the cabin, formed a bedstead. A common form of table was a split slab supported by four
rustic legs set in augur holes. Three legged stools were
made in similar, simple manner. Pegs driven in augur
holes in the logs of the wall supported shelves, and
others displayed the limited wardrobe of the family, not
in use. A few other pegs, or perhaps a pair of buck's
antlers, formed a rack where hung the rifle and powderhorn, which no cabin was without. These, and perhaps
a few other articles, brought from the old home, formed
the furniture and furnishings of the log cabin. The
utensils for cooking and the dishes for table usr were
few. The best were of pewter, which the careful housewife of the olden time kept shining as brightly as the
most pretentious plate of our later day fine houst:s. It
was by no means uncommon that wooden vessels,
either coopered or turned, were used upon the table.
Knives and forks were few; crockery very scarce, and tinware not abundant. Food was simply cooked and served,
but it was of the best and most wholesome kinds. The
hunter kept the larder supplied with venison, bear meat,
squirrels, wild turkeys and the many varieties of small
game. Plain corn bread or "pone," baked in a kettle
in tht> ashes, or upon a chip or board in front of the
great open fire-place, answered the purpose of all kinds
of pastry. The corn was, among the earliest pioneers,
pounded or grated, there being no mills for grinding it
for some time, and then only small ones, and perhaps a
considerable distance away. The wild fruits in their
season were made use of, and afforded a pleasant variety.
Sometimes especial efforts were made to prepare a
delicacy, as for instance, when a woman experimented in
mince pies, pounding wheat for the flour to make the
crust, and using crab apples for fruit. In the lofts of the
cabins \Vas usually to be found a collection of articles
that made up the backwoodsman's materia medica--the
herb medicines and spices, catnip, sage, tansy, fennel,
boneset, pennyroyal and wormwood, each gathered in its
season; and there were also stores of nuts, and strings
of dried pumpkin, with bags of berries and fruits.
The habits of the pioneers were of a simplicity and
purity which was in strict conformance to their surroundings and belongings. The men were engaged day after
day in the herculean labor of enlarging the little patch of
sunshine about their homes, cutting away the forest, burning off the brush and debris, preparing the soil, planting, tending, harvesting, caring for the few animals which
h.!y brought with them or soon procured, and in hunt-

ing. While they were engaged in the heavy labor of the
fidd and forest, or following the deer or other game,
their hdpmeds wert! busied with household duties--providi~g for the day and the winter coming on, cooking,
making clothes, spinning and weaving. They were fitted
by nature and by experience to be the consorts of the
brave men who first came into the western wilderness,
They were heroic in their endurance of hardship and
privation and loneliness. Their industry was well directed and unceasing. Woman's work then, like man's,
was performed under disadvantages, which were removed
"in later years. She had not ouly the houst•hold duties
to perform, but many others. She not only made the
clothing, but the fabric for it.
That old, old occupation of spinning and weaving,
with which woman's name has been associated in all history, and of which the modern world knows little save
through the stories of those who are grandmothers now
--that old occupation of spinning and of weaving, which
seems surrounded with a glamour of romance as we look
back to it through the mediums of tradition and poetry,
and which always conjures up thoughts of the grace and
virtues of the dames and damsels of a generation that is
gone--that old, old occupation of spinning and of
weaving, was the chief industry of the pioneer women.
Every cabin sounded with the softly whirring wheel
and the rythmic thud of the loom. The woman of pioneer times was like the woman described by Solomon:
"She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with
her hands; she layeth her hands to the spindle, and her
hands hold the distaff." Almost every article of clothing, all the cloth used in the old log cabins, was the
product of the patient woman weavers' toil. She spun
the flax and wove the cloth for shirts and trowsers,
frocks, sheets and blankets. The linen and the wool-the "Iinsey woolsey" woven by the house-wife--formed
the material for all of the clothing of men and women,
except such articles as were made of skins. The men
commonly wore the hunting shirt, a kind of a loose
frock reaching half way down the thighs, open before,
and so wide as to lop over a foot or more upon the
chest. It generally had a cape, which was often fringed
with a raveled piece of cloth of a different color from
that which composed the garment. The bosom of the
garment answered as a pouch, in which could be carried
the various articles of which the hunter or the woodsman
had need. The hunting shirt was always worn belted.
It was made of coarse linen, of Iinsey, or of dressed
deer-skin, according· to the fancy of the wearer.
Breeches were· made of heavy cloth, or of deer-'>kin,
and were often worn with leggings of the same material,
or some kind of leather, while the feet were usually encased in moccasins, which were easily and quickly made,
though. they needed frequent mending. The deer-skin
breeches or drawers were very comfortable when dry, but
when they became wet were very cold to the limbs, and
the next time they were put on were almost as stiff as if
made of wood. Hats or caps were made of the various
native furs. The women were clothed in Iinsey petticoats, coarse shoes and stockings, and wore buckskjn
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gloves, or, more often, mittens, when any protection was
needed for the hands. All of their wearing apparel, like
that of the men, was made with a view to being serviceable and comfortable, and nearly all was of home manufacture. Other articles and finer ones were worn sometimes, but they were brought from the former homes and
were usually the articles handed down from parents to
children. Jewelry was very rare, but occasionally some
ornament was dispiayed.
In the cabins of the cultivated pioneers were usually a
few books-the Bible and hymn book, "Pilgrim's Progress," "Baxter's Saints Rest," "Hervey's Meditations,"
"A-:sop's Fables," "Gulliver's Travels," "Robinson
Crusoe," and the like. The long winter evenings were
spent poring over the pages of some well thumbed volume, by the light oi the great log fire, in knitting, mending, curing furs, etc.
Hospitality was simple, unaffected, hearty, unbounded.
Whiskey was in common use in the cabins ot most of
the early settlers. Nearly every one had his barrel
stowed away. It was the universal drink at merry-makings, bees, house-raisings, house-warmings, and weddings, and was always set before the traveler who
chanced to spend the night or take a meal in the log
·cabin. It was the good, old-fashioned w~iskey-"clear
as amber, sweet as musk, smooth as oil,"-that the few
octogenarians and nonagenarians of to-day recall to
memory with a suggestive smack of the lips.
As the st:ttlement increased, the sense of loneliness
and isolation was dispelled. The asperities of life were
softened; its amenities multiplied. Social gatherings
became more numerous and more enjoyable. The logrolling, harvesting, and husking bees for the men, and
the apple butter and quilting parties for the women, furnished frequent occasions for social intercourse. The
early settlers took much pleasure and pride in rifle
shooting, and as they were accustomed to the use of the
gun as a means, often, of obtaining subsistence, they ex. hibited considerable skill, in their frequent friendly contests of marksmanship.
A wedding was the social event of the 1110st importance in the sparsely settled new country. The young
people had every inducement to marry and usually did
so as soon as they were able to provide for themselves.
When a marriage was to be celebrated the whole neighborhood turned out. After the ceremony was performed it was customary to serve a substantial dinner-a
backwoods feast of beef, pork, fowls, and bear or deer
meat, with such vegetables as could be procured. The
greatest hilarity prevailed during the meal, and after it
was over dancing was begun, generally to i:;e kept up
until the next morning. It was commenced with "a
square four, " which was followed by "jigging it off."
The "settlement" of a young couple was thought to be
thoroughly and generously made when the neighbors assembled and raised a cabin for them.
During all of the early years of the settlement, varied
by occasional pleasures and excitements, the great work
of increasing the extent of the tillable ground went slowly
on. The tools and implements were few and of the

most primitive kind, but the soil that had held in reserve
the accumulated riches of a century produced splendid
harvests, and the husbandman was well rewarded for his
labor. The ground was warmer then than now and the
season a little earlier.
Flour and meal were difficult to obtain. Only the
commonest goods were brought into the country during
the first few years of settlement, and they sold at enormous prices, being packed from Detroit or wagoned from
Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, and thence floated down the
Ohio. Tea was worth two or three dollars a pound;
coffee brought from seventy-five cents to a dollar; salt
five or six dollars per bushel of fifty pounds, and the
commonest calicos were sold at a dollar per yard. Long
journeys on foot were often made by the pioneers to obtain the necessities of life or some article, then esteemed
a luxury, for the sick. Hardships were cheerfully borne,
privations stoutly endured; the best was made of what
they had by the pioneers and their families, and they
toiled patiently on, industrious and frugal, simple in their
tastes and pleasures, happy in an independence, however
hardly gained, and looking forward hopefully to a future
of plenty which should reward them for the toils of their
earlier years, and a rest from the struggle, amidst the
benefits gained by it. Without an iron will and an indomitable resolution they could never have accomplished
what they did. Their heroism deserves the highest
tribute of praise that can be awarded.
During the war of 1812 many of the husbands and
fathers volunteered their services to the United States.
Women and children were then left alone in many isolated cabins all through Ohio, and there was a long
reign of unrest, anxiety and terror. It was feared by
some that the Indians might take advantage of the desertion of these homes by their natural protectors, and
pillage and destrt'Y them, but happily their fears proved
to be groundless, and this part of the country was
spared any scenes of violence .
After the close of the war there was a greater feeling
of security than had ever existed before; a new moti\•e
was given to emigration, and the country fast filled up
with settlers. The era of peace and prosperity was fairly
begun. Progress was slowly, surely made; the forest
shrank away before the woodman's axe. The pioneers,
assured of perfect safety, began to make better plans for
the future; resorted to new industries; enlarged their
possessions and improved the means of cultivation.
Stock was brought in from Kentucky and the east. More
commodious structures took the places of the old ones;
the large double log house of hewed logs replaced the
old cabin, and Jog and frame barns were built for the
protection of stock and the housing of crops. Frame
houses began to appear here and there. Society began
to form itself; the school-house and the church appeared,
and advancement was made manifest in a score of ways.
With so much accomplished, however, there still remained a vast work to perform, for as yet only a
beginning had been made in the western forest. The
brunt of the struggle, however, was past, and the way
made in the wilderness for the army that was to come.
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pretension to the ownership of the soil. Their indefi
nite claim was extinguished by the terms of the treaty
of Fort Stanwix, concluded October 22, 1784. The
commissioners of Congress in this transaction were Oliver Wolcott, Richard Butler, and Arthur Lee, and the
Six Nations were represented by Red Jacket and Cornplanter, two of their greatest chiefs.
The treaty of Fort Mcintosh, by which the Delawares,
W_yandols, Ottawas, and Cltippewas relinquished all
claim to the Ohio valley, was negotiated in January,
1785, by General George Rogers Clark, Richard Butler,
and Arthur Lee for the United States, and the chiefs of
the tribes named for the Indians. By the provisions of
this treaty, the boundary line dividing these Indians froQ1
the United States was established along the Cuyahoga
river and the main branch of the Tuscarawas, to its fork
near Fort Laurens, thence westwardly to the portage between the headwaters of the Great Miami and the Miami
of the Lakes (Maumee), the11ce down said river to Lake
Erie, and along the lake to the mouth of the Cuyahoga
-the Indians being allowed occupancy of the territory
included within these bounds.
Other relinquishments were effected by the treaty of
Fort Finney at the mouth of the Great 1\liami, concluded with the Sltati'ftees January 31, q86; by the
treaty of Fort Harmar, held by (;eneral St. Clair, January 9, 1789, and uy the treaty of Greenville, August

CHAPTER VIII.
LAND TITLE.

FRANCE was the first nation which claimed possession
of the territory, now included within the limits of the
State of Ohio. She rested the right of her claim upon
the discoveries of that indomitable and intrepid explorer,
Robert Cavalier de Ia Salle, who is said by Parkman and
other historians to have passed from Lake Erie southward, over the portage of the Allegheny river, and from
thence down the Ohio river as far as the "Falls" at
Louisville, thus being the discoverer, and explorer of the
State. From his subsequent discoveries too, La Salle
was accredited with the honor of having found for
France the whole of the vast territory, commonly considered as included in the Mississippi valley, and the
whole of which was known originally by the name of
Louisiana. The title was disputed hy Great Britain, but
the controversy was only a slight one, and France held
possession before the Utrecht treaty, and after that treaty
up to the Treaty of Paris in 1763, when Great Britain
came into possession of the soil northwest of the Ohio,
and retained it until the close of the Revolutionary war,
when by the treaty of peace concluded at Paris in 1783,
and ratified by the American congress in the following
year, the ownership was vested in the United States.
CLAIMS OF STATES.
After the ratification of the treaty of peace in 1784, between Great Britain and the United States, and for some
time before, New York, Massachusetts, and Connecticut asserted claims to portions of the lands now included
in the boundaries of Ohio, and Virginia claimed the
whole, and much more, even to the entire extent of "the
territory northwest of the ·Ohio river." Virginia's claim
was founded upon certain charters granted to the colony
by James 1., bearing dates respectively, April Io, 16o6,
May 23, 1609, and March 12, 16II; also, upon the conquest of the country between the Ohio and the Mississippi rh·ers and the northern lakes, made by General
George Rogers Clark in 1778 and 1779. Though possessing as solid a claim as any other State, Virigina was
the second to grant a deed of cession to the United
States, which she did in 1784, preceded only by New
York, and followed by Massachusetts and Connecticut,
the latter ceding her claims in 1786, an act which has
been characterized as "the last tardy and reluctant sacrifice of State pretensions to the public good." The
charters of Massachusetts and Connecticut both embraced territory extending from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and that of New York, obtained from Charles II.,
including territory that had been previously granted to
the other States, conflicts arose which threatened serious
evil, but which, happily, as the eyes of all nations were
at that time turned upon the infant Republic, were adjusted by wise measures, satisfactorily.
INDIAN TREATIES.
The Iroquois Indians or Six Natiom, claimed to be
the conquerors of the whole country from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, and upon this assumption they based their
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By the provisions of this treaty by which the lands in
Preble county were finally and perfectly secured to the
United States, and which was based upon the previous
treaty of Fort Harmar, the famous "Greenville Treaty
Line" was established. The leading provision was as
follows :
1

"The general hound3ry lines between the lands of the lJnitcd States
and the lands of the Indian tribes. shall l>cgin at the mouth of the
Cuyahoga river, and run thence up the same to the portage lx·tween
that and the Tuscarawas branch of the ~!uskingum; thence down
that branch to the crossing place above Fort Laurens ; thence westwardly to a fork of that branch of the Great i\liami, running into the
Ohio, at or near which fork stood Laramie's store. and where commences the portage between the Miami of the Ohio and St. Mary's
ri\·er. which is a branch of the l\Hami (Maum ,•c ) which runs into l~•kc
Erie ; thence a westerly course to Fort Recovery, which stands on ,,
branch of the '"'"abash; thence southwestt•rly in a direct line to t~e
Ohio, so as to intersect that river opposite the mouth of the· Kentucky
or Cuttawa river.··

This treaty which was one of the most thorough in
measures and effectual in result, was made by "Mad
Anthony \Vayne." The Indians began to gather at
Greenville for the conference in the month of June.
Among them were the Delawares, Ottawas, Pottawaf.
omies and Eel River Indians. Many famous chrefs
were there: "Buckougehela~," "The Little Turtle" of
the Miamis, Tahre the Crane, and other TV_yandots,
Blue Jacket with a party of Sltawners, and Massas with
twenty Chippewas.
It is a highly creditable fact, and one of which all
should be proud, that the title to every foot of Ohio soil
was perfected by honorable treaty with the Indians, and
their claims properly compensated and extinguished.
When Ohio was admitted to the Federal Union as an
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independent State, one of the terms of admission was,
that the fee simple to aiJ the lands within its limits, especially those previously granted or sold should he vested
in the United States. The different lands in Ohio are
more than twenty in number, and known as follows:
I, Congress Lands; 2, United States Military Lands; 3,
Virginia Military District; 4, Western or Connecticut
Reserve; 5, Fire Lands; 6, Ohio Company's Purchase ;

7, Donation Tract; 8, Symmc's Purchase; 9, Refugee
Tract; 10, French Grant; I 1, Dolerman's {;rant; 1 2,
Zanes Grants; 13, Canal Lands; 14, Turnpike Lands;
15. Maumee Road Lands; 16, School Lands; '7, College
Lands; 18, .Ministerial; 19, Moravian Grants; 20, Salt
S.:ctions.
CO:SGR~:SS

LANDS.

All of the soil of Preble county belongs to what is
known as the Congress lands; Congress lands are so
called because sold to purchasers by the immediate
officers of the general Government, in conformance with
such laws as have been from time to time enacted by
Congress. These lands were surveyed and put into the
market in conformance with an ordinance passed in
1785, after the several States claiming ownership had all
granted deeds of cessiQn, and after it was supposed the
title had been made perfect by treaty with the Ind;ans
The congress lands were regularly surveyed into ranges,
running north and south, and these into townships six
miles square. The seven ranges are a portion of the
congress lands and were the first surveyed by the general
Government northwest of the Ohio. They lie in the
eastern part of the State, and comprise what is known
as the Marietta district. The other Congress lands were
surveyed later and at various periods. The towhships
of the Congress lands are surveyed into thirty-six sections,
each a mile square. These in Preble county and elsewhere throughout, except in 1\Iarietta and a portion of
Steubenville district, are numbered as follows:

These sections, containing six hundred and forty acres
each, are again subdivided into quatters, denominated
the southeast quarter section, northwest quarter section,
etc., and each containing one hundred and sixty acres.
Again, by a law which was made in I82o, these quarter
sections were divided into equal parts, by lines running

north and south through them. These divisions, which
contain eighty acres of land, are denominated the east
half-quarter section No. - -, and west half-quarter section No.-- The minimum price of the Congress lands
was originally two dollars per acre, but this was reduced
hy law to one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, to
be paid in cash. Originally a provision was made for
the reservation of one-seventh of all the lands surveyed,
for the use of the continental troops, but this plan was
subsequently abandoned, and a specific appropriation of
a tract made for that purpose. The United States reserved, when the lands were first put on sale, four
sections out of every township, for future sale, viz :
sections eight, eleven, twenty-six, and twenty-nine. Section No. I6, of every township, was reserved "for the
maintenance of public schools within said township."

CHAPTER IX.
COUNTY

ERECTION.

TH~o: first county proclaimed in the old Northwestern
Territory was Washington, July 27, q88, including the
territory now included in about forty counties of the
eastern part of the State. The next was Hamilton, established by the proclamation of the governor, January
2, 1790.
The county included, originally, the lands between the Little and Great Miami rivers, and was co-extensive with the Symmes purchase. The land west of
Great Miami was included, originally, in the territorial
county of Randolph, which was composed, principaiJy,
of territory now included in Indiana, but when the State
of Ohio was formed, all of the territory between the
Great Miami and the Indiana line was added to Hamilton county. Butlt:r county was formed from Hamilton
in 1803, very soon after the organization of the State government, and in the same year Montgomery was erected
from Hamilton and Ross counties, chiefly ftom the former. Preble county was erected in I8o8, from Butler
and Montgomery counties, the larger portion of its territory being taken from the latter. Thus, until I8o3, the
few settlers in the county now included in the boundaries
of Preble, were within the jurisdiction of Hamilton
county, of which the scat of justice was Cincinnati.
After 18o3, until February I 5, I 8o8, the inhabitants near
the present south line of the county were within the jurisdiction of Butler county, of which the seat was then, as
it is now, Hamilton-and all of the other inhabitants of
the county now included in Preble, were residents of
Montgomery county, and, consequently, paid their taxes
and transacted all other public business at Dayton.
The following is the full text of legislative act erecting
the county of Prt:ble:
.-\:-i ,\CT 1-:STAI!LJSIII:-iG TilE C(>l"NTY OF PREBLE.
SECTJu'l 1.

-- /lr it mated b_v tlu

Gt~ur.zl

AssrmMy

~_r

tlu Stalt

vf

0/ii,>, Th'll all that part of ~1ontgomery and Butler counties included in
the following boundaries be, and the same is hereby laid off, anti cr<'Cted
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into a separate and distinct county, which shall be called and known hy
the name of Preble, to-wit : Beginning at the southwest comer of the sixth
township, first range t'ast of the meridian, drawn from the mouth of the
Great Miami; thence e:tst along said township line to the range IinP.
betwt:en the third and fourth ranges; thence north to the northeast corner of the seventh township, in the third range; thence west along the
township lines to the State line ; thence south to the place of beginning.
SE:c. :>. -lle it furllur cn.utcd, That from and aft<' r the first day of
March, next, s.,id county of Preblc shall bc V<'-~ted with all the powf'rs,
privileges, and immunities of a separate and distinct county; Pnr.;idtd.
That it shall be lawful for the sheriff, coroner, const:tbles, and collectors of Montgomery and Butler counties, to do and perfonn all the
duties which they are or may he required to do in the said counties of
Montgomery and Butler within thcbounds of the said county of J>rehle;
and all ~uits and actions which arc or may be pending therein at the
time of the s.ti<l division, sh ·.tll l>c tried and determined in the same
m:mner as though a division hac! not taken pl.tce.
SE:C. 3. -Jic it furlhtr en.utcd, That all justices of the fl"ace and
other officers residing within the said county of Preble, shall continue to
exercise the duties of their respective offices until successors arc chosen
and qualified.
SEc:. 4.-Bc it furtlttrn~adtd, That it shall be the duty of the associate judges to divide the said county of Preble into townships, subject
to the future alteration of the commissioners, and to publish the bounds
of each in at least thrcc of the most public plnccs in said townships,
and also to direct the electors of said townships to elect, on the first
Monday in April, three commissioners, a sheriff, and coroner, to hold
their offices until the next annual election, together with the requisite
number of township officers: Pr.r.•ided, Notice shall be given at least
ten days before the said first :\londay of April.
SEc. 5.-And be it furllurmo~drd, That the courts to he holden in
the said county of Preble, shall he holden in the town of Eaton, until
a permanent seat of justice sh:tll be established in said county.
This act to be in force from and after the first day of March next.
fSigned.J
P. Bt: F:Cttf:R,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
(Signed. J
THOMAS KtRKF:R,
Speaker of the Senate.
February the 15th, t8o8.

Preble county was named after Commodore Edward
Preble, of the United States navy. At the time the
county was erected the man in whose honor it was
named had been dead less than two years, and his then
recent services in the Tripolitan war were fresh in the
memory of the people. Several localities in the United
States were named after him.
Edward Prt:ble was born at Portland, Maine, August
I5, 1761. Entering the naval service when at suitable
age he advanced rapidly in station, becoming a captain
in 1799, and ultimately one of the most distinguished
of American commanders. ,In his youth he acquired
honor in the war of the Revolution, but the deed on
which his fame was principally founded was accomplished a quarter of a century later. In x8o3 Commodore Preble was sent into the Mediterranean, and
after humbling the emperor of Morocco, he appeared
with most of his squadron before Tripoli. During the
month of August Tripoli was repeatedly bombarded by
the American squadron, and a severe engagement took
place: between Commodore Preble's fleet and the gunboats of the piratical Tripolitans, which resulted in the
capture of several of the latter, with little loss to the
Americans. The commanrler was generally praised in
this country for his success, and won a high place in the
hearts of the people. He died not long after the victories which made him famous~on the twenty-fifth of
June, r8o6.
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CHAPTER X.
CIVIL HISTORY- COUNTY SEAT- PUBLIC BUILDINGSTOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION.

IN the chapter immediately preceding this one an account is given of the erection of Preble county and the
o~igin of its name. In this chapter we present an outline
of the civil history of the county, including its organization,
location of the county scat, description of public buildings, division of townships, and other topics of interest.
EARLY PROCEF.Dl:.IGS OF' c,>J\11\IJSSIONERS.

The first book of the proceedings of the commissioners of Preble county contains the following as its initial
entry:
Be it rcmcml>ct ed that on the twenty-seventh day of April, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hun<lrc<l and eight, that at the house
of Samuel Hawkins, in the village of J·:aton, George Shidler, esquire,
exhibited a certifi cate bearing date-- t8o8, from \\'illiam Brown, esquire, clerk jrr> lonpon of the court of common pleas of said county,
declaring that the said George Shidler had hcen duly elected a commissioner to serve said county until the next annual election.

Similar certificates having been presented by William
R. Irwin and Samuel Hawkins, the three commissioners
took their seats and proceeded to business. The board
appointed Alexander Chambers Lanier, their clerk, and
he took an oath to support the constitution of the United
States, and of this State so long as he should continue a
citizen -thereof.
The board appointed William Bruce, esquire, to act as
treasurer of said county for the ensuing year. After establishing tavc:rn rates of license, making provision for
the payment of one dollar each for wolf or panther scalps,
and attending to some minor matters of business the
b_oard adjourned sine dit.
On . the seventh of June, x8o8, another meeting was
held at which, among other transactions, it was ordered
that "the courts shall be held up stairs in the house of
Samuel Hawkins, in the town of Eaton, said Hawkins
having agreed to give the use of said room and a table,
without charge therefor." It was also further orderccl
that Samuel Hawkins be allowed to retain the use of public
square in the town of Eaton, marked on the plan of said
town by the letter A. until it shall be demanded by the
commissioners of Prc:ble cour{ty to commence a public
building thereon.
COUNTY SEAT FIXED.

At a special meeting of the commissioners, held at the
house of Samuel Hawkins, June 23, 18o8, the clerk read
a return from Aaron Harlin, Ichabod B. Halsey, and
Ichabod Comin, commissioners appointed by the legislature to fix the permanent scat of justice of Preble
county. Their return declared that the permanent seat
of justice shall he "'fixt' at the town of Eaton, provided
that the money, lands, lots, stone and labour, subscribed
by the inhabitants of said town, shall be duly secured
for the use of said county towards erecting publick buildings."
Afterwards the board proceeded to receive and secure
the donations given by the subscribers toward establishing Eaton as the seat of justice of Preble county. It
appears from the records that Samuel Hawkins "gave to
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the county commissioners for the usc of building publick
buildings in the town of Eaton," the following lots known
as numbers twenty-two, twenty-three, two hundred and
twenty-two and two hundred and twenty-three, together
with one four acre out-lot. William Bruce gave his bond
for the following lots, namely: lots numbers forty, forty·
four, forty-five, seventy-three, seventy-four, one hundred
and three, one hundred and forty-five, one hundred and
forty-seven, one hundred and forty-eip;ht, one hundred
and fifty-three, one hundred and fifty-four, one hundred
and seventy-seven, and stone for all publick buildings to
be quarried any place between the upper and lower falls
of St. Clair's (Seven .1\lile) creek; likewise two blocks of
lots adjoining the main street. George Worthington
gave his bond promising to donate lot number three.
The following persons gave their notes for the amounts
they had subscribed towards obtaining the seat of justice
at Eaton: Andrew Houss, twenty dollars in mason work;
Matthew Harbison, ten dollars in mason work; John
Harbison, five dollars in mason work; Benjamin Griffith,
five dollars in turners' work; William Smith, ten dollars
payable in lots; Alexander Lanier, twenty-five dollars
payable in materials for "gaol" or joiners' work thereon,
and also twenty-five dollars payable in work on the court
house; William Steele, fifteen dollars payable in work on
the "gaol"; Henry Whitsell, fifteen dollars worth of iron
work for "gaol"; John Hawkins, five dollars payable in
quarrying stone; John Mills gave his bond to make title
to the commissioners for six acres of land adjoining the
northeast corner of the town plat; Jacob and John
Spacht agreed to give instead of eight acres of land, the
sum of forty dollars in cash, "said forty dollars to be
appropriated to the use of building a gaol in the town
of Eaton; John Auckerman gave his bond to make good
title to two out-lots containing two acres of land.

the county treasury the sum of four dollars and twentyfive cents, being the sum which he ought to pay for the
time which he sold goods within the county, was discharged.
The first civil suit brought was that of "James Denniston <•s. Jacob Fudge, on a contested election for the
office of sheriff." The plaintiff being "cold," came not,
and the cause was laid over "until to-morrow." On the
next day, the plaintiff was "solemnly called," and not
making his appearance, it was decided by the court that
"the contest be dismissed at the plaintiff's cost, and that
the sheriff-elect stand as sheriff, of course."
Several licenses were granted, at this and the succeeding term, to retail goods and wares not the growth or
manufacture of the United States; and licenses were
issued to James Sutton, David E. Hendricks, Samuel
Hawkins and others, to sell spirituous liquors. All
together, only about a dozen cases, civil and criminal,
were brought before the court.
The prosecutor was
allowed ten dollars for his services.

THE FIRST COURT OF COMMON PLEAS.

•• That the court house to be huilt on the ahon! subscription shall be
allowed for the use of a military house for Christians of any denomination only when in public use as a court house. And unless there is
four hundred dollars subscribed the subscriptions shall be nothing." "

The first court of common pleas in the county of
Preble was held August 23, 18o8, at the house
of Samuel Hawkins, in Eaton. The record shows
that "the Honor:t,ble Francis Dunlavy was president
judge of our said caur.t, James I. Nesbit, John Maroney and John C. Irwin, esquires, associate judges."
There were also present Alexander C. Lanier, clerk pro.
tem., and Samuel Mitchell, coroner and acting sherift:
The first grand jury consisted of John Halderman,
foreman, William Wilner, George Marfield, Simeon \'anWinkle, Smith Charles, William Goodwin, James White,
John Pottenger, Isaac Patton, John Ward, Hezekiah
Hardesty, Hezekiah Phillips, Henry Kisling, William
Sellers, Samuel Holliday. The grand jury, after being
sworn, retired, conducted by John Spacht, constable.
The jury returned but two indictments ; one against
"Mary Wallein, of Somers township, for retailing goods,
wares and merchandise not the growth or manufacture
of the United States," and the other against Philip
Gemckle, of the county of Montgomery, for the same
offense. Mary \Vallein was fined six and one-fourth
cents and the costs of the case, which she paid, and
went her way. (iemckle prm·in;..: that he had paid into

THE OLD COuRT HOUSE.

The first mention which the records contain of a
court house is found in the county commissioners' proceedings of March 4, r8rz. It was then ordered that
the following persons be appointed to receive subscriptions for the purpose of building a court house in the
town of Eaton, to-wit: Abraham Miller, in Israel township; Paul Larsh, in Dixon township; James I rcland, in
Jefferson township; Alexander C. Lanier, in Washington
township; Thomas Massie, in Somers township; Rich·
ard D. Hale, in Gratis township; Peter Harter, in Lanier
township; Frederick Miller, in Twin township-who
shall be allowed four per cent. on all moneys or property
which may be subscribed on the books kept by them
and actually paid. It was further ordered :

~pecifications were made, and bids advertised for, for
b.ui.lding a court house of wood, but aftt:r considerable
agitation of the subject it was decided to erect a brick
building,_ and of a size considerably larger than had
originally been intended. The dimensions specified in
December, 1814, were thirty by thirty feet; the building
was to be two stories in height and to be completed by
the December term, 1815. In August, 18rs, the commissioners entered an order that the court house should
be built upon lot marked "A," in the town plat; that the
front should be twenty feet from the main street, and the
west end twenty-five feet from the street running north
and south. Still later it was decided that the building
should be thirty-eight by thirty feet, and before the contract was finally let it was ordered that the structure
should be forty feet square. It was not until March.
1 8r6, that Andrew House entered into contract with
William Bruce, Matthew Harbison, Robert Harbison
and John Harbison as his sureties, to build the first
Preble county court house according to the specifications
furnished. On December 4, r8r6, the commissioners

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.
having viewed the court house built by Andrew House,
reported that they conceived it to have been built according to contract, and therefore received it gn behalf
of the county, and granted an order to the contractor
for the sum of five hundred and thirty-two dollars and
ninety-five cents. The building was not completed and
fully furnished until 1819 or 182o.
It was only a few years after the court house was finish~d that it was found inadequate to the needs of the
county, and from time to time additions were built or
other provision made for securing extra room for the
county offices.
THE PRESENT COURT HOUSE.

July 1s, 1848, the board of county commissionersJaml!s Wilson, John Patterson, and Ebenezer Pinkerton
-met for the purpose of receiving proposals for the
building of a new court house, for which they had previously made specifications. The bids opened were as
follows :
:\'. G. & S. H . Lockwood ..... .. ....... . .. . . .. .. . . .. ...... $14,475
W. B. Vanhook . .. . .. ... ... .. .. .. .. . .. ... ... .. .. ... . . . .. . 15,950
1'. ~lycrs and J o hn L. Martin .............. .. ......... . . .. 14.950
J. .-\. I.>uSang and Good It• Pendry ... . ........ .. ..... ... .. . . 15.900
Oty \\'\'so ng. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . 14,375
Thom;lS Brown. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,900
J. ~1. & Thomas Cairey . .. ... .. .... .. .. .. .. . .. .. ...... 15,895
Z. l\1 . Turner .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . • .. :~8, 900
John Elder ..... . .... . . .. ... . ...... . .. . .. .. ....... . . .. . . .. . 21,300
St~pht·n Ea ston . ... . .. .. ............. .. .. . . .. ... .. . .. ... . 15,500
A. E. Turnbull . ... . . ... ... ... .. . · . . . · .. · . ... . . ..... . . .. . 15,535

The commissioners, after some deliberation, awarded
the contract for building to N. G. & S. H. Lockwood,
and they entered into bond in the sum of twenty thousand dollars. It must not be understood that the court
house was built for the sum stated as the bid of the
Messrs. Lockwood-fourteen thousand four hundred and
seventy-five dollars- various alterations, enlargements,
and additions were ordered from time to time by the
commissioners and their successors, and the building
was finished at a total cost of about twenty-two thousand
dollars, or about one-half more than the amount of the
original bid and contract. The court house was accepted
by the commissioners July 17, I8SI, and settlement
made in full with the buildl!rs. Although the contract
originally called for the completion of the building by
S!!ptemher, 18so, the increased work made it impossible
to ha\·e the court house in readiness by that time. During the inte rval between the removal of the old building
and finishing of the new, the Methodist Episcopal church
was rented for the use of the court for the sum 'of eighty
dollars per year, jury rooms being also furnished by the
church society.
JAILS.

At a meeting of the commissioners on the twenty-fifth
of June, 1 ~o8, it was ordered that the gaol for the county
of Preble be built on the square given to the town of
Eaton by William Bruce, "for publick purposes," and
known as lot "A," and on the southeast corner of said
square, adjoining to the lot of Samuel Hawkips on the
east, and the alley on the west. On the third of August
specifications were decided upon by the commissioners,
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wh ich, in brief, were as follows: "The house shall be
built eighteen feet long, sixteen feet wide, and two stories
high- the lower story shall be eight feet between floors,
and the upper seven and one-half feet. The foundation
shall be three feet, and of sufficient depth to bear the
weight of the house ; the walls of the first story shall
be two feet in thickness, and those of the second story
eighteen inches in thickness, the whole to be of good
stone laid in lime and sand or lime and soil. The first
floor shall be of timber hewed twelve inches thick and
squared at the sides and joined close together, to extend
fifteen inches into the walls and to be made of good oak;
the floor of the second story shall be of timber ten
inches thick; the lower story shall be lined with hewed
or sawed timber nine inches thick ; there shall be one
door in the lower story and one in the upper- the lower
door shall be of two-inch thick plank and lined with the
same." It was further specified that the windows should
be barred with one inch square iron, and that suitable
fastenings should be placed upon the doors, etc. The
contract for erecting the jail here described was let to
John Banfill in the sum of seven hundred and thirtynine dollars. For the faithful performance of his work
he entered into bond in the sum of one thousand four
hundred and seventy-nine dollars, with Joseph C. Hawkins and Henry Whitesell as sureties. The jail was finished by the close of the year 1 8oS.
July 29, 1 82o, the commissioners, in consequence of the
jail having been destroyed by fire, ordered that a new jail
be built. It was provided that the new building should
be constructed of stone ; should be thirty feet in length
from east to west, twenty feet in width from ·north to south,
and two stories in height. Samuel Ward became the
undertaker, and agreed to build a jail according to specifications for the sum of eight hundred and forty dollars, and
entered into borid for the faithful discharge of his duty
with James Small and William :M. D;wison as his sureties.
July 30, 1822, the commissioners, after inspecting the
jail, decided that Mr. Ward had 110/ discharged his duty
according to contract. It being left to referees to decide
the merits of the question, the verdict of the commissioners was sustained, and they (the referees, Joseph
Pagan and Joseph Wysong) reported that "Samuel Ward
was entitled to receive the sum of two hundred dollars,
which will comprise the whole amount to which he may
be entitled for building the jail." This was, after
cancelling the accounts, exhibited, for extra work. It
was ordered by the commissioners that the jail be received, and that the foregoing payment be considered
settlement in full.
In the summer of 1839• steps were taken towards the
erection of a new jail, to be erected on the public
square south of the public offices. The building which
was vf stor.e, two stories in height, and forty-six by
twenty-six feet in dimensions, was built by Merkle S.
Morton for the sum of six thousand four hundred and
forty dollars. This building has been in constant use
for jail purposes since its erection, and will doubtless remain for many years, as it answers all needs.
August 1, 1874, the board of commissioners who had
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had in contemplation the project of improving the jail,
by the substitution of new iron cells, etc., and also of
building a sheriff's or jailor's residence, decided upon
making the proposed improvement, on condition that
the expense should not exceed ten thou<;and dollars.
The county entered into contract with Merkle S. Morton
and Earl B. Nourse, of Eaton, in the sum of eight
thousand nine hundred and eighty dollars. Their work
was completed in the following year.

tember, I838. On the first of September, according to
agreement, the building was completed and officially accepted .by the commissioners. This building, with a
second story added, is the one now in usc as an infirmary.
ORGANIZATION OF TOWNSHIPS.

As has been heretofore stated in this volume, the
territory now constituting Preble county was, prior to its
independent organization, included in Montgomery and
Butler counties. Only a narrow strip belonged to Butler
INFIRMARY.
county and all of the remainder to Montgomery. It
The earliest mention of the matter of building a county
was organized into a township by the name of Hardin,
poor-house or infirmary, appears in the commissioners'
and this great township gradually reduced in size by the
records for the March meeting, 1835· The entry states
establishment of others, existed for some time after tlie
that "the commissioners, after various solicitations and
organization of Preble county. The whole of the firseapplications from various parts of the county, urging
ra11gc was called Israel township, for a time after the
the building of a poor-house, do agree to take some precounty was organized, and the whole of the second
paratory steps thereto, and therefore do order that the
range was at the same time called Somers township,
auditor publish and give notice to all concerned, that
while all of the the third range north of the present
the commissioners have agreed that the public good renorth line of I~1nier township was called Twin, and that
quires the erection of a poor-house, and that the condisouth of the line Hardin. The first changes in the
tion of that class of our unfortunate fellpw-citizens would
lines were those which were made when the numerous
be improved if they had an asylum to which they might •
townships of Washington and Jefferson were established,
·retreat wherein their misfortunes would be regularly ateach of them sixteen miles long by six in width, and
tended to." The board further required the auditor to
therefore containing ninety-six square miles of territory.
advertise for proposals for the purchase of a small farm
The . following entries made in the commissioners'
for poor-house purposes.
records May 7, 18o9, and the first which appear, detail
December 8, 1835, the commissioners bought of
the boundaries:
George Lease the present infirmary farm (southwest
Ordered, that Somers township, in this county, be divided as follows;
quarter of section number twenty-seven, 'Washington
beginning at the northwest comer of the ninth township in the Eecond
township), for which they paid the sum of two thousand
range, running thence c:~st with the county line to the line di,·iding the
second and third ranges, thence south sixteen miles to the fourth tier
dollars. This piece of land was rented the first year to
of sections in the SC\'enth towll>hip of s:~id range, thence west to the
Nathaniel Wingate and Benjamin Lockwood, for the
line di\'iding the first and st•cond r:~ngcs, thence sixteen miles to tht•
sum of one hundred and seventy-two dollars, and it was
place of bcginni11g, and the township contained within the foregoing
bounds shall be called \\'ashington, and the place of holding elections
one of the provisions of the lease that the commissionfor said township of \\'ashington shall be at the house of Samuel
.ers were to be allowed to begin building on said farm
Hawkins, eS<I., in the town of Eaton.
at any time they saw fit. At a special meeting of the
Upon the same date as the above, and in similar
board, held February 3, I837, proposals for the erection
manner
the original township of Israel, including the
of a poor-house previously advertised for, were handed
of Israel, Dixon, Jackson and jefferson,
present
territory
in as follows :
was divided by a line running east and west, eight miles
Samuel Roberson, .......... . .. .. . . . . ... ... . .... .. .... . . $3.774 oo
n01th of the southern county line. The township thus
Nicholas Day,........ ...... .. . . .. .... ..... . .. .. . . . .. . . 4,76o 57
Hicr & Morgan,.. . ... . . . . ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4·550 77
set off in the first range, sixteen miles long from north
M. S. Morton,.. . . . . .. . .... . .. .. . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . . • . . . 5· 136 59
to south, was called Jefferson. It was ordered that
\Vilson & Stephens,.. .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,232 25
elections
should be held in this township at the house
James L. Str~'Ct,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . oj,ojBo oo
of John Marks.
Phillip Hamer,.... .. .... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,300 oo
C. Kugler,. ............. ....... . ... .... . . ... . .. ... . . . . 5,8oo oo
It was ordered that the southern partsof the first and
Samuel Roberson presenting the lowest bid, the board
second ranges in Preble county, not included in the
agreed to enter into contract with him if he could enter
townships of Jefferson and Washington, should be called
into the proper security, but as he failed to do so, the
respectively Israel and Somers townships.
job was set up at public auction on the same day. JoAt the meeting of the commissioners on March 4,
seph Wilson and David V. Stephens making the best
I 8 I 1, it was ordered that all of that portion of the third
bid, the job of building the infirmary was struck off to
range comprised in the fifth township, as originally surthem at the sum of four thousand three hundred and
veyed, be set off and organized as a new township.
thirty-nine dollars, and the said Wilson and Stephens
This township was named after Alexander C. Lanier.
entered into bond for the faithful performance of their
On the same day, it was ordered that all that part of
work, in the sum of eight thousand six hundred and
the third range being within the bounds of the fourth
seventy-eight dollars. The specifications called for a
original surveyed township, be declared a new township,
brick building one story in height, with suitable arrangeby the name of Gratis, and that an election be held
ments and furnishings, and it was made a condition of therein at the house of Silas Gregg. The origin of the
the contract that the building should be finished by Sepname of this township is thus accounted for. The resi-
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dents of the fourth original township, in the third range,
it seems regarded Lanier township, as it stood in I8Io,
as too large for the convenience of the people. They
had to go too far to the polls, and to transact their other
business. Their petition was overruled, but resolving to
make another attempt, they went personally before the
county commissioners and argued in favor of the measure. Samuel Stubbs, the spokesman of the party, con·
eluded his appeal by saying: "Now, friends, we think
we are right in making this request, and we think we
ought to have a township gratis." The clerk of the
board, as the speaker finished, exclaimed: "Let him
ha\·e it, and call it Gratis." The commissioners assenting, the township was established under that name.
At the annual meeting on the third of March, I812,
Jefferson township was divided by a line running cast
and west through the center of said township. The
south end of the territory, thus divided, it was ordered
should be known as Dixon township. The name was
given in honor of Eli Dixon, one of the commissioners.
It was further ordered that all that part of Israel township lying north of the southern line of the seventh
township (original survey) be thrown into Dixon township.
It was ordered, June 5, I 8 I 5, that Somers township
be curtailed within the bounds of the sixth surveyed
township of the second range, and the balance of said
township shall be added to Washington.
The same year as the above, it was ordered that Twin
township be divided through the center with the line
dividing the sixth and seventh townships, the sonth
township to be called Twin and the north Harrison.
December 18, I8I6, it was ordered that the eighth
township in the first range be incorporated into one en·
tite township for county and other purposes, and that
the same be known as Jackson township. The first
election was held at the house of Adam Starr.
September 29, 1817, it was ordered that the ninth
township in range second should be established as an
entire election township, and known as Monroe. The
first election was ordered to be held the second Tuesday
in October following, at the house of Richard Shourd.
Washington township, at first sixteen miles in length,
and afterwards increased to eighteen, was finally cut
down to twelve by the organization, in I8q, of Monroe.
Some time later than this (the records do not show just
when), the inhabitants of the southern end of Washington township, thinking they had too far to go to the
voting place (Eaton) petitioned the commissioners to
create a new township. Their desires were not immedi-'
ately gratified, but finally a pertinacious old German,
named Gasper Potterf, succeeded in obtaining the nee·
essary order from the commissioners.
Twenty-four
sections were dissevered from the south of Washington,
anc created into a separate township, with the name of
Gasper, after the gratified German.
It is obvious that the townships of Jeffer!>on, Jackson,
Monroe, Washington, and Harrison were named after
the Presid~nts. Lanier, Dixon and Gas11er were named
after citizens of the county, as has already been ex-
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plained.; and the incident which gave Gratis its name
has been related. It only remains to be said that Twin
was so named from the creek which flows through it,
and that Israel and Somers received their names in
honor of two commodores of the United States navy.

CHAPTER XI.
THE CIVIL ROSTER OF PREBLE .

THts chapter includes the names of those men whom
Preble county, from I8o8 to t88o, has contributed to the
civil sen·ice of the State, or elected to county offices.
The list comprises the successions of State senators and
representatives in the legislature, together with those from
other counties in the same disl9ict with Preble, one
judge of the supreme court of Ohio, common pleas,
president, and associate judges, clerks, sheriffs, prosecuting attorneys, probate judges, auditors, treasurers, recorders, county commissioners and coroners.
In a few instances the records are incomplete, and the
bonds which would supply needed dates and names are
m1ssmg. For a small number of names the historian
has relied upon the memory of old residents who have
been familiar with public affairs, but the greater part of
the roster has been compiled through hard labor and diligent search of county records, and therefore the roster
which we here present is, it is thought, almost exactly
correct. If errors occur they are to be discovered only
in the lists of minor officials.
JUDGE OF SUI'REl\IE COURT OF OHIO.

W. J . Gilmore, February 9, 1875• to February 9· 188o.
MEMBER OF UNITED STATES CONGRESS..

Francis A. Cunningham, 1845 to

t8.~7·

STATE SENATORS.

In this list we have seen fit to insert not only the names
of men elected to the State senate from Preble county,
but those of other counties which have been associated
with Preble in district affairs. The dates are those of
the years when the elections were made.
r8o8, Daniel C. Cooper, of l\·l ontgomery; r8ro, David Purviance, of
Preble; r8rtj, Thomas W. Furnas, of Miami; 1820, William L . Henderson; 1821, Walter Buell (in place of Henderson, resigned); 1822,
Thomas W. Furnas, of Miami ; 1824, Da\'id F. Heaton, of Preble;
r826, John G. Jamison; 1828, D:wid F. Heaton; 1832, John M. U .
McNutt; 1834, James Steele, of Montgomery; 1836, Elijah Vance, of
Butler; r838, John Saylor, of Preble ; 1840, Robert Hazlet inc, of Preble;
18.J4. James B. King, of Butler; 1848, GL-orge D. H endricks of Preble;
r8so. Moses B. \\Talker. of Montgomery; t852, D:wid A. Cox, of
Preble; r854· Henry Shidler, of Montgomery; r8s6. Felix Marsh, of
Preble; t858, Henry Shidler, of Montgomery; 186o, Fletcher F. Cuppy,
of Mont~::omery; 1862, Lewis B. Guncklc, of Montgomery ; r866, ,\,
S. Harris, of Preble; t868, Jonathan Kenney, of Montgomery ; t8f'O,
Peter Odlin, of Montgomery; 1872, John D. Kemp, of Montgomery
(seat contested by, and given to, James Sayler. of Preble); 1874. O.l\'id
B. Corwin, of Montgomery; 1876, Abner Haines, of Preble; 1878,
George A . Grove, of Montgomery.
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STATE

REPRESENTATIVES.

In this list are included some members of the legis·
lature from other: counties than Preble, counties which
were in the same legislative district during early years.
Montgomery and Preble formed a legislative district for
quite a period, and afterwards Preble was connected
with other counties. Where not otherwise indicated, the
representative is from Preble county.
t8o8, Philip Guckle and Eumund !\Iunger. both of Montgomery;
18o9, Joseph H. Crane and Da rid Purviance, Preble; 1810, George
!'Jewcomb and David HoO\·er, both of Montgomery; t8JJ, Abraham
Edwards and George :-<ewcomb, both of Montgomery; 1812, John
Meroney ; t815, Joseph C. Hawkins; 1818, John Pinkerton; t819, Cornelius Vanausdel; 1820, Daniel Saylor; 1822, John Pinkerton; 1823,
Jesse Paramore; 1824, John 1\f. Gray; 1826. David Purviance; 1827,
David F . Heaton; 1828, John M. U . 1\!c:\'utt; 1830, L.·u.arus Miller;
1832, George D. Hendricks and Samuel Nixon; 1833• George D. Hendricks; 1834• John Taylor and Richard R Payne; 1835 (extra session),
same representatives; 1835 (regular st'ssion), John Saylor; 1836, John
M. U. Mc:-:uu and John G. Jameson; 1837· John Quinn; 1838, George
D. Hendricks; 1839, Lurton Dunham; 1840, JosephS. Hawkins; 1842,
!':ewton Larsh; t8.tJ, JoSI!ph S. Hawkins; 1844, David Barnett; r845,
William Curry; 1846, L. W. Whitridge; 1847. Joseph S. Hawkins;
1848, Felix Marsh; 1849, Joseph S. Hawkins; 1850, Beniah H. Alexander; 1854, Benjamin W . .flubbard; 1856, Hayden W. Dooley; 1858,
Martin F. Stephens; 186o, Jesse Stubbs; 1862, Absalon1 Stiver; 1864,
Robert Miller; 1866, Philip Lybrook; 1868, James Sayler; 1872,
Joseph Miller; 1874• Griffin H. Eidson; 1876, Albert J. Hawley; 1878,
D. C. Stubbs.
COMMON PLEAS COURT-l'RESi"DENT JUilGES.

(Prtble and IJIIla Counlin of DiJtrirl.)
18o8, Francis Dunlavy, of Warren county; 1817, Joseph H. Crane,
of Montgomery county ; 1820, Joshua Collett, of Warren county; 1824,
Joseph If. Cmne, of Montgomery county; 182'), George B. Holt, of
Montgomery county; 1836, \\'illh1m L. Halfenstein, of Montgomery
county; 1843, George B. Holt, of Montgomery county; t8so, John
Beers, of Darke county; 185t, Abner Haines, of Preble county; 1852,
William A. Rogers, of Darke county; 1855. Robert ll. Harlan, of
Preble county; 1857, James Clark, of Butler county; 1857• William M.
\Vilson, of Darke county (appointed to till the unexpir"'l term of Abner Haines); 1858, William J. Gilmore, of Preble county; 186o, Alexander F. Hume, of Duller county; t86o, \\'illiam White, of Butler
county; 1864, David 1\f. Meeker, of Darke countv; 1866, William J.
Gilmore, of Preble county; r866, William Allen, of Drake county;
1867, John C. Mck.enny, of Darke county (to fill the unexpired term of
Judge McKenny); 1873• Da,·id M. Meeker, of Darke county; 1875,
Alexander F. Hume, of Butler county; - - , II. Elliott, of Butler
county; 1879, James A. Gilmore, of Preble county.

The last four are the present incumbents.
ASSOCIATE JUDGES.
18o8, James I. 1'\esbit, John Maroncv, John C. Irwin; 1813, Abner
Dooley, Alexander Mitchell, James I. Nesbit; 1816, Jacob Romaine,
Almer Dooley, James I. Nesbit; 1819, Peter Van Ausdcl, Jaml'S 1.
Ne>bit, Jacob Romaine; 1822, Walter Buell, Henry Monfort, Peter
Van Ausdel; 1829, Samuel Tizzard, James McClurg, Peter Van Ausdel;
18,30, John Denney, James McClurg, Peter Van Ausdel; 1832, Henry
Monfort, John Denney, Peter Van Ausdel; 1833. John .Acton, John
Denney, Henry Monfort ; 18,34, George Taylor, John Acton, Henry
Monfort; 1835, Robert Martin, John Acton, Henry Monfort; 1838,
William Curry, Robert Martin, John Acton; 1840, P•·ter Shindle,
Robert Martin, Wtlliam Curry; 1844. Samuel Robertson, l<obert Martin, Peter Shidler; 1845• William Hall, Robert M~rtin, Peter Shidler;
1846. James Gardner, William Hall, Peter Shidler; 1847, Renjamin
:-:cal, James Gardner, William Hall.
PROSECUTING ATI'ORNEYS.
18o8, Joshua Collett; 1818, David F. Heaton; 1828, John M. U.
Mc:'llutt; 1833, Solomon Banta; 18,34, John C. 1\lc!\.lanus; 1837, Felix
Marsh; 1838, Solomon Banta; 1843, Felix Marsh; 1846, George W.
Thompson; 185o, Marcus B. Chadwick; 1852, William J. Gilmore;
1854, Man:us B. Chadwick; 1856, Robert Miller; 1862, L. C. Abbott;
1866, John W. King; 1870, I. E. Freeman; 1872, John V. Campbell;

1874, I. E. Frl>cman; 1876, Winfield Fn.>cman (W. Freeman resigned
and I. E. Freeman tilled the unexpired term); 1878, I. E. Freeman
(elected), present incumbent.
SHERIFFS.
1808, Jacob Fudge (commission issued by Governor Samuel Huntington in October, 18o8); 1810, Jacob Fudge; 1812, Paul l~'lrsh; 1814,
Samuel Ward; 1818, l'aull~'lrsh; r822, John J. Hawkins; 1826, Jobo
L. Dickey; 1830, John 1'. Wilson; 1832, John (Juinn; t8;,6, John L.
Dickey; 1840, George D. Hendricks; 1844, Lot Ll'C; 1848, James
S;tmson; 1852, John DeGroot; 1856, William lloner; 186o, John R.
McCleaf; 1864, Moses 1'\elson; 1868, John H. Bostwick; 1872, John
Townsend; 1876, William H. Snyder.
COUNTY CLERKS.
18o8, Alexander C. 1.-mier; t8t6, Walter Buell; 1819, Joseph C.
Hawkins; 1833. F. A. Cunningham; 1846, R. S. Cunningh~rn; 1852,
Lewis B. Ogd.. n; 1858, C. W. Larsh; 1864, Hiram Shank; 187o, D .
B. l\Iorrow; t873, W. D. (Juinn; 1879. John Townsend.
PROHATE JUDGES.
1852, John V. Campbell; 1858, Ceorge W. Gans; 1864, George W.
Thompson; 1870, Jehu W. King; 1876, A. L. Harris.
AUDITORS.
1820, John :'11. Gray; 1822, John G. Jamison; 1826, Lamrus Miller;
1830, George D. Hendricks; 1832, L•11arus Miller; 1840, Hiram Jones;
1842, John R. Stephen; 1850, James Gilmore; 1852, James Alhcrt;
r86o, Thomas]. L:mh; t86S, Jan·is ~-Lake; 1871, William I. Bamhiser; 1875, Samuel Oldfather.
RECORDERS.
18c,8, Alexander C. Lanier; 1818, Isaac Stephens, Hiram Jones;
1841, Isaac Stephens; 1844, Hiram Jones, William (i. Banlill; 1850;
George \\'ashington Sloan; 1853· Isaac Stephens; 1856, William G.
Bantill; 1862, William H. Lough; t871, Isaac Sliver; 1817, Hiram L.
Robins.
TREASURERS.
18o9, William Bruce; t8t8, Alexander !\!itchell; 1820, Samcul Ward;
1821, Alexander !\!itchell; 1845· James Lamson; 1847, lohn Marsh;
1853· John R. Stephens; 1858, Jl)scph Brower; t86J, !\I. F. Ste,·cns;
186_;,l<obert Williams, jr.; r86<), .-\. E. llubhard (appomt&l); 1870,
E. B. Ebersole; 1872, Franklin W . \Vhitcsidcs; 1876, ::;, S. Dix;
188o, D. W. Cooper.
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.
18o8, George Shidler, Willi.1m R. Irwin, Samud Hawkins; t8o8,
(regular election) Alexandt•r Pugh. John Halderman. \Yilliam R.
Irwin; rl!o9, Eli Dixon, Alexander Pugh, John Halderrn:'ln; 1811,
James Ireland, J,:Ji Dixon, John Halderman; 1812, same;' 1813, John
Spacht, Eli Dixon, James Ireland; r814, James Crawford, John
Spacht, Andrew Mc(Juiston; 1816, Frederick Miller, Jmt"ti;l; Crawfonl,
Andrew ;\-lc(Juiston; r817, Henry Monfort, Frederick 1\liher, James
Crawford; 1818, Jt•sse Swisher, Henry Monfort, Frcdl'rick .Miller;
r8r9, James Crawford, Isaac Stephens, Henry Monfort; 1820, \\'alter
Buell, James Crawford, Isaac Stephens; 1821, \\'illiar\1 Campbell,
Peter B.'lnta, Isaac Stephens; 1822, James Crawford, William Campbell, Peter Banta; r823, same board; 1824, John Acton, \Villiam
Campbdl, JamL"S Crawford; 1825, same hoard; 1826, same boattl;
18::t7, same board; 1828, Stephen Long, William Campbell, Richard
B. Paine; r829, William Kendrick, Richard B. Paine, Slcphen Long;
1830, Peter Banta, \Villiam Kendrick, Stephen Long; r831, same
board; 1832, Thomas Morgan, Stephen Long, Peter fi.mta; 1833,
William Hall, Thomas Mtller, Stephen Long; 18,34, Matthew McWhinney, elected in place of Stephen Long, at special election . Board
consisted of Whinney, William Hall, and Thomas Morgan; 1834 (regular election), Peter Banta elected and served with Thomas Morgan and
William Hall ; 1835, J. F. Ireland, Peter Banta, William Hall; 1836,
James Wilson, D. 13amett, J. F. Ireland; 1837, Petcr Stridler, James
Wilson, J. F: Ireland; 1838, s:vne board; 183Q, same t>O.'lrd for pan
of term, James Gardner, appointed in place of Peter Stridler; 1840,
Jacob F. Miller, J. F. Ireland, Jalltes Wilson; 1841, same board; t8.t2,
same board; 1843• same board; 1844, same board; 1845, same board;
1846, John Patterson, James \Vilson, J. F. Ireland; 1847, Ebenezer
Pinkerton, John Patterson, James \Vilson; 1848, John Mumma, John
Patterson, Ebenezer Pinkerton; 1849, Isaac C. Raitshach, James
Elliott, John Mumma; 185o, same hoard; t851, Henry Harter, Isaac
C. Raitsbach, James Elliott; 1852, same board;
fruses D. Harris, Isaac C. Raitsbach, Henry Harter; 1851, Absalom Stiver, Moses
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D. Harris, Isaac C. Raitsbach; 1855, Jonathan Davidson, Absalom
Stiver, Moses D. Harris; 1856, William Berry, Absalom Stiver, Jonathan Davidson; 1857. Nathaniel Denjamin, William Berry, Jonathan
Davidson; 1858, same board; 1859, Patrick McGraw, Nathaniel Benjamin, Jonathan Davidson; 186o, William H. Smith, Patrick !lfcGraw,
Jonathan Davidson; 1861, Wil!iam Risinger, Patrick McGraw, William
H. Smith; 1862, Philip Syhrook, William Risinger, William H. Smith;
1863, Bcnjamin Deardorff, Philip Syhrook, William Risdger; 186~,
s.'\me bo:u-d; · 1865, William C. Mills, Benjamin Deardorff, William
Risinger; 1866, Georg:~ Brower, William C. Mills, William Risinger;
r867, same board; 1868, same board; 1869, David G. Prugh, William
C. Mills, William Risineer; 187o, Samuel Coover!, Daniel G. Prugh,
William C. Mills; 1871, Eli Conger, S.'\muel Coover!, Daniel G. Prugh,
1872, s.'\me board; 1873, Jehu n. Campbell, Daniel G. Prugh, Eli
Conger; 1874, same board; 1875, Joseph Mills, John B. Campbell,
Eli Conger; 1876, same board; 1877, D. W. Harshman, Joseph Mills,
Jehu B. Campbell; 1878, same board; 1879• Howard Young, D. W.
Harshman, Joseph Mills.
CORONERS.

18o8, S.'\muel Mitchell (by commission signed by Thomas Kirker,
acting governor); 1816, William Brown; 1817, Peter Fleming; 1818,
Henry Rrcsto; - -, Henry Monfort; 18.23, John Alcorn; 183~. Jonas
Albright; 1836, Elias Herdman; 1854, Henry M. Eidson; 1856, Oliver
(1e,·cland; 1858, Isaac L. Johnson; 1862, Benjamin Stover; 1864,
l.t'ven T. McC'\be; 1867, Joseph H. Quinn; 1874, John H. Bruce;
1876, \\'arren M. Campbell; 1878, A. H. Stephens.

CHAPTER XII.
VOTE OF PREBLE COUNTY FROM 18o8 TO 188o.
THE following shows Preble county's official vote from
the year r8o8, when the county was established, to and
including the year 1879· Except when otherwise indicated the vote is that cast for governor;

18o8-Samuel Huntington . ..... . ........ .. ..... ... . . .•. . . : ..
Thomas Worthington, ....... . ........... . .... .... ... .
Thomas Kirker.. ..... .................. . .. . ... ...... .
181o-Retum J. Meigs ...... . ... ... ........ .. ............. .
Thomas Worthington. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
18t2-Retul"1\rJ. Meigs. . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... .. .. .... .
Thomas Scott ... .... ........................... .. ... .
r814---n-tas V\.'orthington ... .. ... . ........... . ......... .. .
Othniel Looke1.: ................................ ... . .
1816-Thomru~ \Vorthingion ... .. . .. ..... ................... .
Ja~ Dunlap .......•.................•..... . .... . •..
Ethan A. Brown .......................•.......•... . ..
1818-Not given.
111<ao-Not given.
IBn- -Jeremiah Morrow ...... .. .. . ............. . ..•.......
Allen Trimble ... ... ............. . ...... .. ...... ... .. .
1824-Jeremiah Morrow ....... • . ... ....... . . .... ...........
Allen Trimble . . .... ......... ... • ...... . ............ . .
1826-AIIen Trimble ........ . ....•...... . . . .... ..... . .......
John Bigger.····- · ··· ....... . ........... . . . .. ...... . .
Alexand~-r Campbell .. . ...... . ..... . . . ... ............ .
Benjamin Tappan . .. . . .• .... ... . .. . . ...............
1828- Allen Trimble . ................ ... .. . . .. . ........... . .
John W. Campbell .....-........... ... . .... . .. ....... .
J8JO- Duncao McArthur, National Republican ... ...... .. .. .
Robert Lucas, Democrat ... •. . . ...............••• ... •
18p-- For Pr~-sident-Jackson. Democrat .... ... ....• ..... .. .
Clay. Whig . . . . . ... ..... . • .... . ...... .
Wirt, Anti-Mason . .... ... . ..... .• ......
r8)4-Robert Lucas, Domocrat... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .
James FindL'ly, Whig ... . .......... . .... .. ......... .. •
rtl;J6-F"or !'resident--Harrison, Whig .. . ....... ....... ...... .
Van Buren, Democrat. . . . . . . . . . ... . .. .

100

25
66

64
158
~~

433
9·

39

1838- V\.'ilson Shannon, .D emocrat ... ..... ... ................• n<)S
J oscph Vance, Whig. . .. . ..... . . ..•.................. 1761
1840-Thomas Corwin, Whig . ........ ............ ..... .. . . 2275
Wilson Shannon, Democrat ...... . ... . .. . ............. . 1 394
1842-Thomas Corwin, \Vhig .........•........... . .......... 2083
Wilson Shannon, Dcn10crat .. . .. .. ........ ... .. . . .. ~- .. 1341
Leicester King, Abolitionist. ....... . ... ,.... . .... ... .
51
1844--Mordecai Bartley, 'Nhig .. ... ....... ......... .... .. . . 2233
David Tod, Democrat . . ........... .. . .............. .. 1544
Leicester King, Abolitionist . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. . . . . . . .
75
18~6-William Bebb, Whig .............. .. ................ 2073
David Tod, Democrat . .. .....•... . .... ............... 1210
Samuel Lewis, Abolitionist. . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
1848-J ohn B. Weller, Democrat....... ... ........ .. . . .. ... 1456
Seabury Ford, Whig .......... ....... ........... .•...• 2204
185o-Reuben Wood, Democrat. .... ...... ....... . ......... 1207
William Johnston, Whig .......... : ................... 1707
Edward Smith, Abolitionist ......•............ . .. ... ...
.185I-Reuben \Vood, Democrat. .............. .. ... .. ...... 1225
S.'\muel T. Vinton. Whig ............. . .... ..... ... .... 1710
Samuel Lewis, Abolitionist ... ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90
1853-William !lledill, Dem~crat. .. .... ... ............ . .. ... 1113
Nelson Barrere, Whig .. ....... . ................. .... 1354
Samuel Lewis, ·Abolitionist................ . . . . . . . . . . . . 331
I85s-William Mcdill, Democrat ................... . ... ..... 1039
Allen Trimble, American or Know Nothing...... . .. . .... 287
S.'llmon P. Chase, Republican ... .. .... . . . ....... . . ..... 1567
1857-Salmon P. Chase, Republican. . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1939
Henry B. Payne, Democrat ... . .. .. ...•. .. ............ . 1403
Phil. Van Tmmp, American.............. . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
1859-William Dennison, Republican ........•.......... ... .. 2261
Rufus P. Ranney, Democrat ......... . . . ..... . .......... 1496
I86t - David Tod, Repu!Jiican . . . •...... ... . . .. .. . . ..... .. .... 2216
Hugh J. Jewett, Democrat ................. . .......... 1869
1862-For Secretary of Statt.~ ·William \V. Armstrong, Democrat· 1667
-Wilson S. Kennon, Repuhlic.'\n .• 2303
1863 ·-John Brough, Republican.... .... . ...... ... . . ......... 2959
Clement I~ \'allandighnm, Democrat. .. .. . .. . . .. .... . . 16o1
t864-For Secretary of State - \\'illiam H. Smith, Republican . • 2448
-William W. Armstrong, Democrat 1491
1865-Jacob D. Cox, Republican (home \'Ole) ............ 2304
(army vote). . .......... 29
Total .. ......... . . . . . ..... . .. .. ..............
2333
George W. Morgan, Democrat (home vote) . .. ....... 1518
(army vote).. .. .. ....
6
Total ..................... . . .................
1866-For Secretary of State-William H. Smith, Republicnn ..
Henjamin F. Le Fevre, Democrat
186]-Rutherford B. Hayes, Republican ..... . . .. ...... . . .... •
Allen G. Thurman , Democrat . . . ... .....••.......•...•
1868-For President-U. s. Grant. ..... ... ...........•.....
Horatio Seymour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
1869--R. B. Hayes ..................... . . ................•..
George H. Pendleton . ...............................
187o-For Secretary of State-Isaac R. Sherwood, Republican . .
V\.'illiam Hcislcy, Democrat ......
J. Odell, Prohibitionist.. . ... . ...
1871-Edward F. ~oycs, Republican . .. ....... . ......... . ...
George \V. McCook, lkrnocrat. ... ......... ... .. . . ....
Gideon T. Stewart, Prohibitionist. .. .. ....... ..........
1872- -For Secretary of State-Allen T. Wickoff. Republican ....
Aquilla Wiley, Democrat ... . .. • .
T. Schumaehc-r, Prohihitionlst. .
1872-For l'resident - U. S. Grant . . ............. . .......... ..
Horace G!'L'Ciey .................... ....
Black.. .... ...... . .................... .
O'Connor..... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .
1873-l;;dward F. Noyes, Republican . .....•..•. . ..•... . ... ..
William Alhm, Democrat. ..................... . . .....
Gideon T. Stewart, Prohibitionist •..•...... , • • . . . • • . . . .
Isaac Collins, Liberal. .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. . . .. .. .. . .. . .. . ..
1874-For Secretary of State-A. T. Wickoff, Republican. . . . . .
William Bell, jr., Democrat ......
John R. Buchtel ......... . ......
1875-William Allen, Democrat. . ... . ... . .............. .. ...
R. B. Hayes, Republican. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1524
2717
1761
2422
1867
2738
~~
2~

1854
2463
1814
4
2355
1769
46
:.1625
2198
20
2715
2101

18
2
2154
1818
70
6~

2335
2163
42
231k)
2611

40
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1875-J . Odell, Prohibitionist .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
18;>6- For President-Samuel J . Tilden . . . .. . .. ... . .. .. . . . . ....
R. R. Hayes .................... . ....
r8n-William H. West .. .. ... ... . .... ................. .. .
Richard M. Bishop . . . .. . ....... . . .. : . .... . ....... • . . ..
Lewis H . Tlond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Henry A. Thompson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
1878-For Secretary of State- :'\1ilton Barnes ...... . ..... .. . . ..
David R. Paige ................
Andrew Roy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jere. :-1. Rohiilson . .... .. ......
1879- Charles Foster. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .
Thomas Ewing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(iitleon T . Stewart .... ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

66
2551
3004
2461
2356
11
197
2595
23¢
31
244
2952
2427
178

COMMISSION ~:ll o•'FICERS.

Captain James I. Nesbit.
Lieutenant Joseph Lower.
Ensign Henry Johnston.
NON·COMMISSIONF.O OFFICERS.

First Sergeant D:miel Kensello.
Second Sergeant Jesse Mitchell.
Third Sergeant Bartley M. Burrows.
Founh Sergeant Isaac Harold.
First Corporal Frederick lJtt.
Second Corporal James Taylor.
Third Corporal Peter Shideler.
•

CHAPTER XIII.
PREBLE IN THE WAR OF 1812.

PREBLE county was well represented in the war of 1812,
but as the records have been kept very loosely, it is impossible to give the names of all the l'reble men who
served "a tour of duty." A portion of those given
(Captain Sloane's company) were obtained from the adjutant general's office at Columbus, and the companies
of James I. Nesbit and Lieutenant Fleming from an old
record book in the possession of T. J. Larsh, esq. Beside the roster given, there were full companies or companies made up in part of Preble men, under the command of John Fleming, Joseph C. Hawkins, David E.
Hendricks, Lieutenant Black and Captains Ramsey,
Rex and Phillips.
The foilowing is from the recollections of Col. George
D. Hendricks:
"Captain James 1. Nesbit, of New Lexington, built a stockade fort
seven miles north of New Paris, and was stationed at that place with a
small detachment of Preble clraftcd men, and upon the siege of Fort
Meigs. was ordered to that locality. This left the settlements at Eaton
and about :-<ew Paris and Richmond, Indiana, expoSt.>tl to Indian depredations from the northwest. The settlers, as a means of safety,
built block-houses in many places. One of them was upon the Brookville road south of Rubert M ilk"r's residence, then owned by John Hopkins.
"On Sunday, when many of the settlers had asser.1bled for divine
worship, and after the close of a very imprt>ssive service, one of the
elders proposed to raise a volunteer corps (to be composed of men who
were exempt from the dn.ft because of their age), to guard the frontier
against the mauranding bands of savages who had recently killed one
man on Whitewater, anti two men on Twin creek.
"The proposition . met with general approval, and ahout twenty men
volunteered. John Goldsmith was first on the list, and then came Silas
r>ooiey, sr., ~!O!<CS Dooley, sr., James Crawford, Ehhu Hopkins,
William Sellers, Eider (ieorge :;ihitller, .John t;arter.
"Kcv. George Shidler was elected c~ptain, and Moses Dooley, lieutenant. They garrisoned Fort :>/._.,!,it nntil relieved by Captain Rict.ard
.Sloan, of Israel township. Lieutenant 131ack was stationed at Fort
Black. with ont• half of l'.1ptain Sloan's company."
CAPTAIN NESBIT'S COMPANY.

List of officers and men called out of the Third regiment of the Fifth brigade of the First division of Ohio
militia, agreeable to general orders bearing date the fourteenth of April, 1812, as returned by Samuel Ward, adjutant:

PRIVAT~:s.

Henry Ranta, Tobias Clapp, William Hendricks, Walter Goodner,
Alexander Mc:-<utt, Daniel Lease, Phillip Brett, James l\lcD;tw<'C,
fi.'lhzcr Snyder, Elijah Spencer, Adam Reed, !'arson Pun·ianee, Alexander l'enlon, Jacob Kcslon, Levi Gard, William Bishop, Samuel
Kercheval, John Kercheval, William Nelson, Smith Charles, Samuel
Williams, John McDonald, Charles Demoss, SiL'\S Davis, Jacob Rcims,
Isaac Harter, Robert Douglass, Daniel \Vcnnoc, John Bell, David
Stephens, Abner Dooley, Davirl Brower, Elijah Harshman, Jesse
1\loore, G"orgc Vance, Christian Saylor, Elisha Da,·is, James Shannon, Daniel Vanwinkle, Jephtha West, Enos Purse, Mitchel Fleming, Thomas W. Porterfield, l'aul Beard, Samuel Case, Robert <;am·
blc, Stephen Rhea.
SILAS FLF.MIN(;'s COMPANY.
COMMISSIONF:Il OFFIC':F.RS.

Lieutenant Silas Fieming.
Ensign Isaac Sutton.
NOX·COMMISSIONF.fl

UFFICE~S.

Sergeant George Davis.
Sergeant James 1\·laxwell.
Corporal William Bunch.
Corporal Dennis Pottenger.
PRIVATES.

James Somers, John Somers, Israel Hewit, John Hudlon, William
Trollinger, Charles Johnston, Moses Evans, Thomas Smith, Hezekiah Powell, Thomas 01iltlre. William Swisher, George Kelley, Daniel Nolling, Christian Halderman, Samuel Caster, Jacob Kinger, \Villiam Hold, Abraham Hapner, Lc\·i Purviance, Michael Crowl, Robert
McCormack, John Bridge, Stephen Macey, Jephtha York, Abraham
Irvin, John Douglas, Richard Williams, John I..eadwell, John Bishop,
John Allen, Thomas Lewellen, Phillip Lewellen.

Upon the outbreak of the war of 1812 GO\'Crnor
Meigs called out the First division of Ohio militia, the
response from which, and from other volunteers, was
prompt and decided. · Several companies in this command were from Preble county, wholly or in part. We
present below as m:my of their rolls as we have been
able to procure from the office of the adjutant general
of the State and from private sources. The only roll of
Preble county men found in the very meagre records of
the State office relating to the war of 1812 is that of
Captain Sloane's company of Ohio militia, attached to
the - - battalion, Third regiment, Fifth brigade, First
division of Ohio, ordered into the sen·ice of the United
States for the protection of their frontiers, October 8,
1812, and stationed at Fort Nesbit, under command of
Major General Adams." The expiration of pay upon
these rolls is noted at January 7, t8I3, four months
after the terr11 of enlistment hegan. The roster is as
follows:
COMMISSIONF.ll OI'FICERS.

Captain Richard Slo.'lne.
Lieutenant John-Hawkins.
Ensign John Harter.
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NON-COMMISSIO!H:IJ OFFICEHS.

First Sergeant William McCreary.
Sergeant Charles Hold.
Sergeant Simon Cassiday.
Sergeant .Michael Stow.
Corporal John Mitchell.
Corporal Andrew Spacht.
Corporal Jetrach Fall.
Corporal 'William Davis.
Fifer John Byers.
Drummer Thomas Madill.
PRI\' ATF:S.

Samuel Bloomfield, Jacob Loy, jr. , John Tlcnlicld, John Ozer.
James Small, Andrew Surface. Jacob Shidler, Nathaniel flloomfidd, Samuel Smith, Littleberry Blackley. John flloomficld, S:1mucl
&nnctt, Jacob Shanks, Joseph Singer, John Hull, James Abbott.
James Farris, David Farris, N:1than Ramsey, Andrew :\lorton, James
Mc-Gnw, Thomas Hill , John Wolfe, James ~loses, Robert Sanders,
lknjamin Harris, As.'\bel Woodward, Eli Woodward, John Reiley,
James Sutlon, Willh\m Mings, John Payton, James Cott, Lemuel
Hopkins, Robert Sprawl, Joseph Hawkins. Joshua Cloyd, Enoch
Ranficld, David Stephens, James Abshire, William Highland, John
Mc:"ilt. Adam Hallowill, John i\lcnbc, Andrew Stone, George Strander. James Killough, Samuel Hamilton, John Harris, James Sw:mcy,
George Thompson, Samuel Huston, James Murphy, William Right,
William Allen, J..e,·an Right, William llayrc, William l'hillips, William Hendricks, Thomas Foster, JOS<.·ph 'w\'ork, David Lyons, Christian Shoemaker.

CAPTER XIV.
PREBLE IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION.

[THE following rosters of companies and parts of companies enlisted from Preble county .in the late war, arc
copied from the records and rolls in the office of the
adjutant general of the State, where every courtesy to
this end ha;; been extended by the officers in charge.
The records of military service of the State contingents
in the various wars of our country are, however, notoriously imperfect, especially in the cases of men in the
three months' service, and in the Mexican war, and the
'il'ar of 1 S 12. Indeed, in the last few instances, the
copyist has been unable, from the few rolls on file, to
identify a single soldier as a representative of Preble
county. And in the immense mass of rolls cor.taining
the lists of the late war, it often happens that no means
of satisfactorily locating a soldier, or even a company,
presents itself. An entire regiment; representing, perhaps,
fifty localities, may appear as enrolled at Camp Dennison, Camp Chase, or other place of rendezvous and
or;,;anization, without any indication upon the rolls, or
elsewhere in the office, of the places or counties to which
the men should be credited. Even the excellent work of
Mr. Whitelaw Reid, "Ohio in th~ War,"- to which we
acknowledge indebtedness for the material of the regimental histories following, is sadly deficient in this particular. Furthennore, it sometimes occurs that names
belonging to the State are duplicated in the rolls; so,
"Camden," for example, may mean Camden township,·
Lorain county, and not Camden village in Preble. A
6

man may thus appear upon the Preble county roll of
honor, who really belongs to Lorain; or a Preble man
may not appear at all, because his enrollment at "Camden" appears in a position with other Lorain county
names, and is presumed to belong to that county. If
any names therefore arc omitted from this chapter which
should appear in it, these facts may account for the
omission, as also if any appear in the list which should
not be there. The spelling of the rolls--which are sometimes strangely inconsistent with themselves-has been
followed in the rosters, and upon it must be laid, in any
case, the attainment of that peculiar sort of fame which
Byron mentions as "having your name spelt wrong in
the ( ;azctte." An earnest effort has been made to present a full and accurate record-an effort which it is
believed has been measurably successful. When not
otherwise specified, it will always be understood that the
service was for three years, or during the war.]
TWE:-;"TIETH OHIO INFANTRY.

The Twentieth Ohto was organized in May, 1861, for
the three months' service. Captain John C. Fry, with his
company joining the three years' organization, was made
colonel of the regiment in January, x864. At the time
of its re-organization for three years, Colonel Charles Whittlesey of Northern Ohio was put in command. A graduate of West Point, eminent as engineer and geologist, he
could well carry forward the defenses of Cincinnati begun
by General 0. M. Mitchel, and then in progress. During
the winter of 186 1-2 baueries were guarded in the rear of
Covington and Newport, and in February of that year the
regiment, with the exception of company K, embarked for
the Cumberland river. At fort Donelson, on the evening
of February 14th the Twentieth had its first experience
of battle. It was placed in reserve at the extreme right,
and, after the surrender of the fort, being sent north
with prisoners, was scattered all over the land.
By the
middle of March seven companies had come together,
and early in Aj)ril, at the battle of Pittsburgh Landing,
the regiment had its share in the loss of members, and
no less in the glory of the victory that closed the day.
Lieutenant Colonel Force commanded during the engagement, Color.eJ. Whittlesey being at the head of the brigade. On the sixth of June, 1862, the regiment became
a part of the garrison at Bolivar. August 3oth the rebel
General Armstrong was held in check with such S\HTess
that Colonel Force, Major Fry, Captain Kaga, Adjutant
Owen, Lieutenants Ayers, Hills and .Millick, of the
Twentieth, were mentiuned with especial honor in Colonel Leggett's official report. Having assisted in driving
Price from Iuka, the regiment, now a part of Logan's
division, marched southward till the capture of Holly
Springs, when, facing about, by slow steps January 2~Hh
it received a reinf01cemcnt, at Memphis, of two hundred
men. In February the regiment went to the relief of
Porter's fleet, blockaded in Steele's bayou. In May, moving in advance of the Seventeenth corps as it approached
Raymond, l\lississippi, a loss was sustained of tweh·e
killed and fifty.two wounded. In January, 1864, two. thirds of the men present re-enlisted and joined the cclc-
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- - - -- - - - - - - brated Meridian expedition. In the spring the regiment
went north on veteran furlough, and after thirty days at
their homes, rendezvoused at Camp Dennison. In July,
before Atlanta, the Twentieth lost forty.four killed, fiftysix wounded, and fifty-four missing. During the engagement instances of personal daring were numberless, and
not a few have been recorded as worthy of especial distinction. On the thirty-first of 1\ugust followed the battle of Jonesborough, and October sth began the pursuit
of Hood. The middle of November saw the regiment
with Sherman's army m route for Savannah. Doing some
excellent work at Beaufort, South Carolina, the Twentieth
remained in camp until the thirtieth of January, when it
started on the Carolina campaign, which ended in Johnston's surrender. Leaving Raleigh l\lay 1st, the joyful
men marched to Washington by way of Richmond, were
at the grand review of the twenty-fourth of May, and on
the twenty-fourth of July arrived in Columbus, where they
were mustered out of service.
THREE MO~THS' SERVICE.

The following named Preble county boys in company
B, were mostly or all of them students at Miami university, Oxford, at the outbreak of the war, and joined a
company raised at once from the classes of that school,
commanded by Captain Ozri Jamison Dodds, then a
student at the university from Cincinnati.
CO~IPANY

B.

NON-COM~llSIONEil

OFFICER .

First Sergeant John A. Whiteside.
PRIVATES.

Thomas J. nrown, Jacob P. nohm, Christian II. Cook, Rich. Foinshall, Harvey Harris, Dillon H. JamL'S, John W. :"o:lf, Henry 1\df,
Eli A. Patty, Francis L. Raikes, Rohert Williams.
CO~IPANY
COM~IJSSIOSED

C.

01-T ICERS.

Captain Thomas Morton .
Lieutenant J. \Vcsley Sater.
Ensign Andrew L. Harris.
IW!"·CO~IMISSJO:'>Eil

OFFICI'

I<'.

First Sergeant Lucien Vanausdal.
Sergeant Peter O'Cain.
Sergeant \V. E. Lockwood.
Sergeant William Christopher.
Corporal Martin I. Stra.ier.
Corporal Joseph Smith.
Corporal James :\tulharen.
Corporal Almer Haines, jr.
PRIVATES.

William Alexander, Joseph P . Acton, Franklin Ad:oms, nalentine D.
Carl, Michael B:lrtley, John naxter, Henry Becker, Lewis Becker,
Benjamin Beeson, George H . Bennett , Philip llladcncr. Amos fiodley,
William H . Brennan, Thomas nrennan, John 1\rcnn.m, Henry Beclad,
Samuel n. Campbell, John W. Christman, Elias Clear. John W.Cottingham, Joseph fl. Crubaugh, John l\I. !>avis, Martin Davis, Clay I. Day,
Henry Davinney, E. l'. DeCamp, \V. H. DeGroot, Anderson A. Dinkins, Thomas Doherty, D. C. Donallan, Peter S. Eikenberry. Joseph
D. Emory, Joseph Englehart, \"'illiam H . Espieh, William H . Focht,
R . V. Freeman, John Gassett, John G. <;race, Adam GTL-cn, Lewis E.
Grupe. J:lmes R. Hamilton, James Harb.tugh, Hugh H. Harper,
James \V. Henkle, James A. Huganin, Clayton C. Johnson, R. I.
Johnson, Foster Kelly, Henry H. Kline, John :\layer, Ephr;tim :\likesell, All>ert 1\lills, \\'illiam i\1. :'\lorrow, Thomas l\lulharcn, I. Jl.lcChristie, M. C. l\lc~lakin, Joel Nation, Thomas A. :"at ion, \\'illmr C.
J-.:clson, Thomas A. Pollock, John H. Poyner, \'\.'illiam R Pryor, llimm
Rathbun, Daniel \V . Ridenour, James Russell, Andrew J. Saylor, Da,·id
\V. Saylor, William II. Seibert, \\'illiam Shiers, Samuel· Sixsmith,

Walter Smiley, C harles \\'. Smith, Joseph S. II. Smith , Oscar M.
Thavcr, l..<.,wis Thompson, Richard C. Truitt, Christian Uhlman,
Charles I. Vanausdal, John \\'ilkins,Joscph 'Wright, Adam Zeek.
CO~IPA:-:Y

D.

f'OMMISSIO:"Eil OFFil "EU:S.

Captain A. :".:. Thompson.
First Li<'utcnant 1>. :\1. (;:ms.
Second Licuten"ll L. M. (jmy.
Third l.ieutcnant Edward Cottingham.
Ensign Rol>ert :0.1 organ.
NOl'· C O~tMISSIO:'>ED

OFFICEilS.

First Sergl'ant Daniel Shewman.
Sergeant JacobS. Fox .
Sergeant J. J. Smith.
Sergc;mt John Harvey.
Corporal F. 1'. Austin.
Corporal S. H. B. Shear.
Corporal Thomas :"\evillc.
Corporal John Brick.
PRIVATES.

:'\1arcus Austin, Isaiah Aclams, John \\'.Anderson, \V. H. Benson,
John W . nurns, s. D. Brawly, Leander Human, 1'. II. &wman, Archie
Bell. W. A. 1\romes, James rlcnner, John Ca ughy, \Villiam F . Davis,
J . \V. Dinkins, ThonLlS C. Dou~-:las, Theodore Edmunds, Samuel
Foster, Leopold Faulchafcr, ]. II. Fluhart, \\'alter C. Fleming, David
Guthrie, Henry ():miner, Thomas Harvey. :'\anim Hodge, J. N. Hunter, J . :0.1. I min, IJ. 1'. Ireland, 0. E . Jones, Jerome Jorden,\\'. ll.
Kirkpatrick, S. K. Ke"ler, Samuel King, Joshu.l Kaulsimer, Adam
Lonk, !>add Lonk, J oseph Larison, Jo~hn ~lill<'r, V.'illiam !\lycrs, \V.
A. ~lorrison, T. J . ~lcl~l'C, Westley :\lc\\'hincy, William !\lcWhinny
F. H. Marsall, James :\lcCiaftcrly, Amos ~!ills, John A. Miller, Adam
:"\cff, James Ot;den, C. H. l'ottcrf. Alfred Robinson, \Villiam I'. Reed,
Henry Ray, Adam Rantsaw, J. N . Shelly, E. T. Snider, William
Shewman, l\1:\rtin Shewman, \\'illiam Samuels, S. T. Stcppy, L. P.
Thompson, C. H. Thompson, Jasper Thompson, Thomas Todd, \V.
H . Turner, S. A. Wrinkle, Benjamin \\'arner, William \Vinson, Albert
Williams, David Wcisick, \V. D. Thompso11, Charles 0. Teas, Thomas
Zeph.

:Many of the Preble county volunteers in these companies enlisted in the Twenty·second regiment, for the
three years' servic~.
TWE~T\'-SECOND

OHIO INFANTRY.

This regiment was one of the offshoots of the appointment of Major General John C. Fremont to the
command of the western department. Although its
ranks were mainly from the Buckeye State, and officered
by Ohio men, its place of organization near St. Louis
and Missouri gave it for a time the name of "Missouri
Thirteenth." On the twenty-sixth of January, 1862, the
regiment received orders to proceed to Cairo, Illinois,
and there report to Brigadier General Grant. On.its arrival, it was first ordered to S1uithland, Kentucky, then
toward Fort Henry, irom which point an immediate return was ordered. This lengthy march was the regiment's first experience in field service, and, owing to a
sudden change of weather from summer to winter, the
miWltion was very severe. The regiment took its first
taste of warfare before Fort Donelson, but the surrender
of that work occurred w;thout its" having any decisi\'e
part to perform. Its first action of any account was at
the battle of Pittsburgh Landing. During the two days'
fight, the regiment lost, in killed and wounded, eightynine officers and men. The brave Lieutenant Colonel
St. James fell the first day. Captain \\'right was afterward promoted to fill his place, and Captain Wood to
the place of l\lajor C. W. Anderson, resigned. Surgeon
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Bell had resigned, and his place was filled by Dr. Henry
E. Foote, of Cincinnati.
On July 7, 1862, the Secretary of War issued an
order transferring this regiment to the State of Ohio,
where it properly belonged, to be named the "Twentysecond." The resignation of both superior officers left
the regiment, on the sixteenth of September, under the
command of Major Wood. While at Trenton, Tennessee, a detachment was successful in capturing the notorious guerrilb chief, Colonel Dawson, who afterward died
in the State penitentiary at Alton, Illinois. Following
this, we hear of the Twenty-second at Jackson, Corinth,
Memphis, Haine's Bluff, Helena, and finally at Little
Rock. In F dHuary, 1864, one hundred and five officers
and men re-enlisted as veterans, and the regiment received eighty-one recruits.
October 26, 1864, orders were received that the regiment should report at Camp Dennison, Ohio, to be mustered out of service. This was completed on the
eighteenth of November, after a faithful service of a few
days beyond three years.
CO~IPANY
CO)DIISSJOl'~:D

E.

OrFJCEJ<~.

Captain Peter O"Cain .
Fir..t Lieutenant Daniel \V. Sherman.
&:eond Lieutenant \\"illiam E. I .ockwood.
l'ON· COMmSSJONEil OI'FICEJ<S.
Fi~t

Sergeant Joseph D. Emery.
&rgeant John N. Hinman.
&rgcant John G . Grace.
!Scrgmnt Isaiah A. Adams.
Sergeant Thomas B. Thompson.
Corporal :.tichacl C. Price.
Corporal \Villiam M. Poland.
Corporal Franklin Adams.
Corporal Andrew J. Saylor.
Corporal Stephen Billheimer.
Corporal Rubert Dunny.
Corporal William II. Braman.
Corporal George :\1. Crum.
Musician Joseph M. Smith.
Wagoner Joshua Howard.
PRIVATES.

William H . .'\kill. Jacob .-\kill. \Villiam Alexander, Henry C. ,\zdelott. Franklin .·\dams. flcnjamin flccson. ;\aron Brower. James Brnnnan. George Bennett. John Bloom. \Vhitfidd lVI. Button. Thomns
M. Button, Henry Bechtol, \Villiam H. Bailey, Amos Bodley, Samuel F. Blythe, Thomas Doherty, Thomas L. Donnallon. Da,·id C.
Oonn.allon, \Villbm Elliott, Charles Evans, Theodore E. Edmunds,
Jcroinc Fr.lzier. :\dams Green, Richard S. Holt, John S. Hawkins,
Hcnrv Huhhard, Amos Hubbard, Hugh H. Harper, Peter Jones,
S.1 m~el Johnson. Charles Kaner. Lewis Kcan. John Loots, John
Longn<.-ckcr, \Villiam Longnecker. Lewis Mitchell James l\litchcll,
"11>omas H. l\·larshall. Ephraim :.tikcscll. Jamt•s :'llcCafferty. \Villiam
~Ivers
Calvin :\f. :\Iotter. Patterson Mehalfle. \\"illi:un K. !\"ace.
\l,-;1 !1ja~ Nom·ood. Francis :"\ngle, Clinton C. Nelson. Miller C. :-.leison, George D. II. Preble, William Price, Thomas A. Pollock, Daniel \V. Ridenour (became sergeant·major of the regimt'nt, and after
..-ards second lieutenant). Francis C. Ryan, Joseph Stirling, Abraham
1.. Scott. Joseph M. Smith. Arehibald Smith, William II. H. Saylor,
I>:a·id \V. Saylor, John\\". Saylor, Jacob Saylor, William M. Swain,
1:rancis M . Truax, John II. Truax. Daniel W. Trussler. Samuel t.:pham, Charles J. Vanausdal, Lucian B. \'ana usda!, Samuel \Vitt, Joseph \Viscmiller, William Wilson, Samuel I. Johnston, Peter Jones,
William F . Swain.
THIRTY·HFTH OHIO INFANTRY.

The ~fhirty-fifth Ohio was organized at Hamilton in
August and September of 1861. Its members were
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mainly young and intelligent men. At the beginning it
numbered, all told, less than nine hundred men. The
Thirty-fifth participated in some of the skirmishes during t~e siege of Corinth, and was among the first to enter the works at that place. Shortly after commenced
the race between Buell and Bragg, the goal being Louisville. In the movement on Bragg, the fight at Perryville, and the pursuit to Crab Orchard, they bore an
honorable part. All through the campaign which began
at .Murfreesborough and closed at Chattanooga, this regi"ment was in the front of the marching and fighting. In
July of 1863, Major Boynton was promoted to fill the
place of colonel, left vacant by resignation, and from
this time the regiment was under Colonel Boynton's
command when he was able for duty. In the two days'
fight at Chickamauga, the Thirty-fifth lost just fifty per
cent. of those engaged. Scarcely one was taken by the
enemy-they were killed or wounded. Colonel Boynton was conspicuous during the whole fight for his
gallantry and skill, and the regiment was highly commended in the reports of that action. During the
autumn of 186 3, the Thirty-fifth lay with other regiments at Chattanooga and engaged in frequent skirmishes before that place. They were on the front line
at Mission Ridge. In February, r864, this regiment
was in the first battle of the Atlanta campaign, at Buzzard's Roost. It was with Shennan from the initiation
of his Atlanta campaign till the expiration of its term
of service, while lying before Atlanta. They were engaged at Dalton, Resaca, Pine 1\Iountain, Kenesaw,
Peachtree Creek, and in several other of the fights of
that bloody contest. The mustering out occurred in
August, r864, at Chattanooga. During the three years
of service, its gallant men could say that they had never
been driven from a field.
COMPANY E.
COMMISSIOl'EO OFFICERS.

Captain David M. Gaus.
First Lieutenant Edward Cottingham.
Second Lieutenant Levi P. Thompson.
1'1!1\".-\TES.

1\larcus M. Austin, Philip Bladncr. Volney 1\[. Braffctt, William
Bowles. Martin L. Bowncr, JosqJh :'11. Brown. Reuben Bridge, Daniel
J. Beaver. John Cau)!hcy. Georg-e Clatterbuck, Crittenden A. Cox,
John \V. Cottingham. Levi Craine, :\sbury Dinkins, Utiah Howler,
Frederick Ewalt, D.wid Everts, \Valt.,r C. Fleming, John Evans, Donnell C. Folkner, Isaac L. Fisher, James K. P. G;uvcr, Henry Gardner, Charles C. Ga,·in, Hiram B. Hyde. Francis :\1. Hyde. Thomas 1'.
Harriman, David Jackson, \\'illiam n. Jones, l'ulk King. Benjamin F.
Kemp, Tunis W. Kettle. Joseph 1-"\rri>un. Thompson LiJ.(it, \\"ilham
McLaughlin. John !>Iiller. John A. ~Iiller, lsaac McDivitt, \\'illiam
Morrow. Samuel D. Macky. \Viliiam .-\. :'ll.trshall, \Villiam A. Morrison, William B. Miksell, D.tvid A. :\liksdl, Da,·id :\lcFadden, David
P. Ogden, flcnjam in F. Pippin, John W. l'orterf•cld. l'redcrick W. G.
Ridgely. Frederick Roscnbush. Levi:\. ~li,·er, Isaac Shumaker, William Shumaker. Solumon A. Spellman, \Villiam Shires, Isaiah Surface,
James Shumaker. <;eorgc i\1. Showalter, John H. Spiles. Andrew J .
Slakcbake, Henry II. Slakcuake, John Siml:\11, Samuel Sands, Henry
S hields, Jesse Thompson, Charles H. Thompson . lsaiah Tracey. Moses
Thompson, Benjamin \Varner. John Wilt, \\"illiam S. \Varc. \Villiam
Wilson, Moses I. \Vhetzel. John A. Wheakcr, Daniel Vcnctia.-\Vagoner, Albert lnce.
COMPANY G.
COMMIS~JU:<ED

OFFICEKS.

Captain S."\mucl L. L"Hommedieu.
First Lieutenant William H. C. Steele.
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First Lieutenant Levi P. Thompson .
Second Lieutenant George T . Earhart.
~OX- L O,.I~IISSIOSEI>

OFFit ' Ei<S.

F irst Sergeant \V illi;un .\. Boner.
First Sergeant John H. Jlitbc r.
First Sergea nt James Clancy.
Sergeant (icorge M. Gover.
Sergeant Ephraim A. l>ay.
Sergeant James ~f. \Vyrick.
Corporal Lewi s \V. Byers.
Corporal Lester :-;haw.
Corporal Calvin Lidngood.
Corpor.\1 Thomas Conklin .
Musician Charles C. Setcra ni1u.
Musician Peter Livingood .
l'HI\" :\TLS .

Joseph Durkcll, J oshu;t D.t\'i s, !\Ltrtin I l.tyhofr, \\'il li.trn R. Flack,
~tmucl Grosch , Christ (;ugd, Harry llowdl, Charks ~1. Kissinger,
Albert Lane, Christ 1<. !\lu>er, \\'illi.trn ~ludfc·rd, L <'\'i :'\oil , <'akin I.
Schmutz, George !';clwhl ick, Louis 1'. :-;nyda, C hrist Sherer, \\'illiam
lt.lcK can, Isaac Andrew, Le wi s A. B~· L~rs , J uhn Fuster, IJa\·id I< L·g:d,
William H . Wall,, John DnrS<', j o,ep!t l~. t y. E mberson :\(d ; riff, Jerome B. Jessup , David D. Sam ><!ll, Ch;~rles S . \Vc,ton , \\'illiam 0 .
C reager, Charles Dexter, John B. Focht , Charles Krebs, John I. Mikesell , Francis <)uin, ~cwton Thompso n, Thomas C. Sheldon , Eli;~s Barbe,
John H. Bowman, Christ Ayer, r~<.-njamin Anderson . Jnhn ,\!bright,
John Bcng. Martin llclls."<icv rgc Jlat<•, John A. Berry, J.unes Caughill, Da niel Cooper, llczcki:tlt C;~ mploell , Peter H. Capp, fohn ~1.
Da\'is, \'iilliam Darrah, John Rutkr, (;oulely Fort, John Flanegan,
J oscph Fitch , ~latthew Fitch , C has. Fitch, David IIanes, George Hen is,
:\ndrcw J . Hall, Franklin Kumle r, Joseph Robinson, Thomas St. John,
Martin Soam , Isaac A. Shaffer, HenryS. Sni •·cly, \Villiam C . Smith,
George II. Sht•arer.
THIRTY-NINTH OHIO 1:-IFA:-ITRY-

COm•ANY U .

PJ<I\' •\TE.

Nathan \V. Clayton.
FORTY-SEVEN TH

01110 1:-IFANTRY.

it honorably, in Vicksburgh, Memphis, Germantown,
Corinth, Iuka, and Tuscumbia.
October 21, 186 3, the regiment arrived opposite Chattanooga, and three days after the whole army advanced
and opened the battle of Chickamauga. Following this
battle the Forty-seventh was made a part of the force
sent to General Burnside's relief at Knoxville, and on
January 30, 1864, joined an expedition against Rome,
Georgia. March sixth of the same year, three-fourths
of the men re-enlisted, and on the twenty-fifth of April,
after a month's furlough, they re-assembled, to a man, at
Camp Dennison, and on the third of the following
month were again in the army at Stevenson, Alabama.
In the Atlanta campaign that followed, this regiment
bore no inferior part. November 15th saw them off
with Sherman's army in its memorable "march to the
sea." On 1\lor.day, December 13th, the assault on Fort
McAIJi~ter was made, the Forty-seventh in the advance.
At the successful issue, it was found that the colors of
this regiment were the first planted upon the fort. On
Christmas, Savannah was occupied. Shortly after followed
a march through the rebel capital to Washington, which
ended in a participation in the grand review.
When the Forty-seventh entered the field, it numbered
eight hundred and thirty men; at the end of the Atlanta
campaign only one hundred and twenty remained. It
was subsequently reinforced by four hundred drafted
men and substitutes. It served as a part of the "army
of oc.cupation" till August 24th, when the men were
paid off and discharged, having served f,,ur years two
months and nine days, and in all the slave States except
Texas, Florida and .1\lissouri.

This regiment was one of the first supplied by the
Buckeye State. Its organization was completed at Camp
1-'IELI> AZ'oll> STAFF.
Dennison, August 13, r 86 r. Thirteen nationalities were
Lieutenant Colonel John \\'allacc .
represented in it, and Frederick Poschner, jr., a native
. \ssistant Surgeon t;ilmore.
of Hungary, formerly an officer in the Prussian army,
COJIIPANY 0.
was elected its colonel. General Rosecrans was comCOMM!SSIO:-IEU OFF!U;k~ .
manding in West Virginia then, and the Forty-seventh
Captain John \Vallac".
was here made ready for war. September 24, the briSecond Lit-utenant Joseph L. Pinkerton .
gade advanced on Big Sewell mountain, encamping on
N0:-1-C OMM!SS!U:o;EU U FF !U:kS.
an opposite peak to the rebel fortifications. While here
St•rgcant Edward :'\ . flcrnard .
Sergeant H enry ~. \'anDyke.
the soldiers suffered almost beyond description. The
Sergeant William H. 1\lc\\' hinncy.
heavy and continuous rains swept away bridges and
Corpoml Ebenezer B. Elliott.
rendered roads impassable, so that the' supplies were
Corporal Joseph G . Sloan.
nearly all cut off. On quarter rations, without clothes
Corporal Israel Brown .
Corporal \Villiam F . Ramsey.
and tents, their earlier experiences of warfMe were painCorporal James B. \Vilson.
ful in the extreme. On the thirtieth of December, 1862,
Drummer John Pierson .
the regiment embarked on steamers for J.ouisville and
\Va&oner William !\larshall.
Pkl\"o\TES.
Memphis. Here they became a part of the expedition ,
John H. flistiek , James L . Brown, \\' illiam J . Brown, Joseph Bedell,
against Vicksburgh. In the march that ended at Walnut
Jacob llalling ~ r. William ~1. Uu>hm;m, Thomas :\1. Cook, John Cook,
Hills, behind Vicksburgh, May 18, 1863, many prisoners
Asa Cook, ~unucl F. Goldsmith, Elias Dinkclbcycr, \Villiam A. Dou&were captured from General I .oring's forces. On the
las, St ephen Fay, \\'illiam Fleming, Benjamin F. Graham, John Gornineteenth and again on the twenty-second, Colonel
den, \Villiam R . Hamilton, Jerome Hill, John Hoffman, \Villiam
Highland, James !\larshall, Philander Mc<Juiston , Samuel ~lcCrackcn,
Perry led an impetuous assault on Cemetery Hill. Each
James McClanahan, James C. ~!agee, \VilliamJ . 1\lcBurncy, Theophtime he gained a footing close under the works, and held
olus ~1. l\lagaw, William !\I. !\liner, John C. Mc<Juiston, Andrew J .
it for a time. The Joss, however, was severe. Soon
Parker, James B. Porter, Robert l'otts, J oscph Ramsey, Andrew D.
Patk, James fl. Ramsey. \Villiam H . Smith, George S. Sayres, Isaac
after the Forty-seventh was dispatc"be<i af~r Johnston's
forces. It had a part in the attack and capture of Jack- • U . Sli\'er, Augustus I. Troth, Solomon C. \Vilson, Jonathan P. WCt'd.
FIFTIETH OHIO INFANTRY.
son. Colonel A. C. Perry was made pro\·ost marshal,
and his regiment destroyed the rebel fortifications and
This regiment was organized at Camp Dennison, and
the railroad track about the city. Afterward we hear of
mustered into the service August 27, 1862. It num
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bered an aggregate of nine hundred and sixty-four men,
gathered from the State at large. The Fiftieth was
assigned to the Thirty-fourth brigade, Tenth division,
McCook's corps. On the first of October it moved out
of Louisville, and on the eighth went into the battle of
J>erryville. In this engagement a loss was sustained of
two officers killed and one mortally wounded, and one
'hundred and sixty-two men killed and wounded.
During the army's advance on Nashville, the regiment
was at Lebanon-then the base of supplies. We afterwards hear of it in pursuit of John Morgan, and still
farther, in the building of Forts Boyle, Sands, and McAllister. On Christmas day, 1863, it was ordered to
Knoxville, Tennessee. The route lay eastward to Somerset, Kentucky, and thence southward, crossing the
Cumberland river at Point Isabelle. On the first .day of
the year 1864, movement began across the mountains.
In the severest winter weather, the men dragged the
artillery and wagons over the mountains by hand, slept
on the frozen ground in rain and snow without shelter,
and subsisted on parched corn. Soon atter arriving at
Knoxville, it received orders to join General Sherman's
army at Kingston, Georgia.
From the twenty-sixth of May until after the siege of
Atlanta, the regiment was almost constantly in line of
battle. It shared in all the movements of the campaign,
and participated in the actions at Pumpkin-vine Creek,
Dallas, New Hope Church, Lost Mountain, Pine Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain, Culp's Farm, Nicajack Creek,
Chattahoochie River, Howard House, Atlanta, and
Jonesborough. During this campaign the ranks of the
regiment were sadly thinned. Following the battle of
Jonesborough, in pursuit of Hood's army, the regiment
passed through Marietta, Kingston, Rome, and at last
halted for a few days on the Coosa river, at Cedar Bluffs.
On the thirtieth of November it arrived at Franklin,
Tennessee. It went into the battle that followed, with
two hundred and twenty-five men, and came out with
one hundred and twelve. It fell back with the army to
Nashville, and in the engagements that occurred there
on the fifteenth and sixteenth of December, lost several
more of its men. The regiment followed the retreating
rebels as far as Columbia, Tennessee, where it was consolidated with the Ninety-ninth infantry, the name of the
Fiftieth being retained.
We now hear of the newly consolidated regiment in
Clifton, Tennessee, at Fort Fisher, Wilmington, Kingston, Goldsborough, Raleigh, Greensborough, and at last
in Salisbury, North Carolina, where it was mustered out
on the twenty·sixth of June, 1865. On the seventeenth
of July, the regiment reached Camp Dennison, Ohio,
where the men were all paid and discharged.
COMPANY C.
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.

Captain Patrick McGrew.
First Lieutenant David A. Ireland.
Second Lieutenant William O'Hara.
NON-GOMMISSIOSED OFFICERS.

First Sergeant C'harles D. Whitridge.
Sergeant Albert Hawley.
Sergeant Abram V. Thompson.

•

Sergeant
Sergeant
Corporal
Corporal
Corporal
Corporal
Corporal
Corporal
Corpom.l
Corporal
Musician
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Thomas M. Gray.
Samuel A. \'\'inkle.
Charles H. Richey.
Thornton P. Thomas.
David B. Au>tin.
John \V. Achey.
Aaron M. Atrcn.
John G. Harvey.
James C. Watt.
Samuel Kesler.
George W. Richey.
PHI\'An·: s.

Austin Colwell. john Aldridg-1!, Samuel Bealman, William Billy,
William A. Batten, John Bronlcy, Philip Carr, Adam Couleus, John
F. Curry. ,\!bert Cook, William Collins, George Cook, Theo. I-1 . Cook,
George Cono,·er, David Dmrdoff, John Dcanloff, Andrew Dunham,
John F. Irwin, John Elliott. Clinton A. Fleming, James 1\1. Foster,
Theo. P. Fleming, Charles Gr,lham, Henry I. Gephart, Thomas Garrison, Henry Horton, George H. I-lildehrand, John T. l1:11.dtine. John
Hattersley, John Hagarman, \Villiam D. Jaynes, Joseph Kincaid,
Uris Kizer, \Villiam L. Karshmer, Daniel Leeks. Benton Lt.'C, William
Mirs. James Manzy, Enos Marsh:~ll, Matthew McCawley, George
l\!arch, Henry Miller, Samuel C. Mackey, John H . 1\fanzy, AlfrL-d B.
1\·lurray, Henry l\lullholl:lnd, Alfred K. Miller, J:~mes M. Pittman,
Cyrus Pence, Hug-hS. Rogt•rs. Christopher Ray, John Rayburn. jos.
D. Stephenson, George W. Severer, Andrew J. Simms, James K.
Sample, John Sample, James Sullivan, James Kimball, Thomas M.
Tenell, John B. Thompson, \Villiam A. Tencll, John Van1-·mt, James
Wooston, S:~mucl Werts, Da\'id \Verts, John ~. Williams, James
Walker.
FIFTY-FOURTH OHIO J:s'FANTRY.

Recruiting for this regiment began late in the summer of 1861. It was organized at Camp Dennison,
where it remained for drill the following fall and winter.
It went into the field the o;;eventeenth of the following
February, with an aggregate number of eight hundred
and fifty men. The first engagement was in the battle
of Pittsburgh Landing, April 6, 1862. At the end of
the two days' fighting a loss wa<; sustained of one hundred and ninety-eight men killed, wounded and missing.
On the twenty-ninth of April, movement was made
upon Corinth. On the morning of the evacuation,
the Fifty-fourth was among the first to enter the
town. It was afterwards designated to perform provost
duty, the commanding officer of the regiment being appointed commandant of the post of Corinth.
During the summer there were se\'eral short expeditions. At Chickasaw Bayou, December 28th and 29th,
in an assault on the rebel works, there was a loss of
twenty men killed and wounded. The first of the year
1863 we hear of the Fifty-fourth in the capture of Arkansas Post.
On the sixth of May the regiment began its march
toward Vicksburgh, engaging in the battles of Champion Hills and Big Black Ridge on its way. In a general assault on the enemy's works, on the nineteenth
and twenty-second of June, it met with a loss of forty- ·
seven in killed and wounded men. During the entire
siege of Vicksburgh, this regiment was continually employed in skirmishing and fatigue duty, except six days
consumed in a march of observation toward Jackson,
Mississippi.
It was engaged in the battle of Missionary Ridge,
November 26th, and the following day marched to the
relief of the garrison at Knoxville, Tennessee.
The regiment was mustered into service as a veteran
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organization January 22d, and at once started to Ohio
on furlough. In April it returned to camp with two
hundred recruits, and at once entered on the ,\tlanta
campaign. It participated in a general engagement at
Resaca and Dallas, and in a severe skirmish at New
Hope Church. In the general assault upon Kenesaw
Mountain, June 27th, there was a loss of twenty·eight
killed and wounded, at Nicajack Crt:ek thirteen killed
and wounded, and in the battle east of Atlanta, July
21st and 220, ninety·four killed, wounded and missing.
Following these, it was i1~ the heavy skirmish at Jonesborough, and acted a part in the pursuit of Hood, till
the march for Savannah was begun. Its last battle was
at Bentonville, North Carolina, March 2 I, I 86 S·
Moving by way of Richmond, the regiment arrived
in Washington city, where it took part in the grand re·
view. In August it was mustered out. The aggregate
strength of the regiment at that time was twenty-four
officers and two hundred and thirty-one men.
CUMMISSIO:-IED OFFIC£1<5.

Lieutenant Colonel Robert \Villiams, jr.
Adjutant George W. Wilson.
COMPANY C.

Captain Robert \Villiams, jr.
First Licuten;lnt Gran\'illc ~1. \\'bite.
Second Lieutenant John Bdl.
NON-COMMIS>IUNEil OI'FICEI<S.

First Sergeant Dadd A. Rees.
Sergeant Miles W . Elliott.
Sergeant James :\f. Dimpscy.
Sergeant Peter J . tiasnell.
ScrgL-ant William H. Elliott.
Carporal Henry B. :Self.
Corporal Carlislc Leeds.
Corporal l>illon H. James.
Corporal Cyrus Pattenger.
Corpor.1l Adam C. !'\elf.
Corporal John W. Kelley.
Corporal James l\1. Anderson.
Corporal David F. Price.
Mu>ician Leonard W. Brown.
M nsician l>a\'id R. Stephenson.
\Vagoner Henry Spreng.

CmiPANY C.
CU~IM:SSIONEll

I'I<IVATES.

Frank n. Adams, Elijah Athey, James \V. Armstrong, Jacob Barber,
Alexander \V. Boyer, Cyrus Ballard, Thom;L> J. Brown, ;'\ rcholas Barber, Chri,tian W . Baker, Juhn ~1. Breeder, Charles K . Bennett,
Thomas Iknnt•lt, Jacob Campbell, Jatnl'S Ca\'cncr, Christopher H.
Cook, Samuel Cook, Andrew J. Clark, James M. Ca,sclman, Henry
\V. Carroll, William G. Cochran, John II. Cochran, Albert G. Cochran, Thomas !Ja"in, Jackson 11. Ford, John Frazier, Samuel Glunt,
Jesse (~Junt, John Glunt, (Jeorg-e \V. Gonion, Peter Haines, John
Ha\\k, Jost~ph Huffman, (jeorg:c Haughn, Lewis Huffman. Nathan
H. Henderson, Francis \', Hale, Joseph Haines, Henry D. King,
Alonzo D. Kimball, Allen H. Lowt•, Thomas J . Mitchell, Nathan D.
l\litchcll, (icorgc W. ~Iiller, Hcnrr Marshland, \A.'illiam H. Mora\'y,
John W. :o\cff, Milton U . :o\l'tl', AlbertS, Robinson, \\'illiam H. Robinson, Jam<'s H. Robinson, \\'illiam H. Runyan, Hiram Seas, Samuel
Smiley, William F. Smiley, John Speilman. Joseph Scull, Joseph Tipton, John W. Thompsoa, Elias Vanatta, l;curge W. \Vilson, Richard
C. \Vhite, Lyndon Walker, Joseph Wright, John \Ving-ler, James
Wingler, William C. Wilson, Franklin W. Whiteside.
C'O~IPANY

G.

Henry C. Forn>hdl, Lusten D. Fomshell, Calloway King, Elisha

M. Hancock.

SIXTY-NINTH OHIO INFANTRY.

The organization of this regiment took effect early in
the year 1862. April I 9th it was ordered to report for
duty at Nashville, Tennessee, where it arrived five days
after.
The first action was with Morgan's men near the town
of Gallatin. Here one man was killed. When Bragg's
army attempted a flank movement toward Louis\'illc, the
Sixty-ninth was left at Nashville as a part of the garrison
for the city. On the thirty-first of December, the first
day of the battle of Stone River, the regiment with its
brigade was engaged with the enemy, taking position in
the advance line of General George H. Thomas' Fourteenth corps. It became involved in the disaster on the
right, and was compelled to fight its way back, suffering
severely in killed and wounded.
January zd the Sixty-ninth was in the brilliant but desperate charge across Stone river, in which the rebels were
driven back with heavy loss. On June 24, 1863, the
Tullahoma campaign began. It was also in the battle of
Mission Ridge, and was among the first to reach the top
of the mountain. Major J. J. Hannn, then in command,
received much commendation for his efficient and brave
conduct.
The re-enlistment of the regiment and its succeeding
furlough of thirty days but gave new inspiration for work,
and on May 14th occurred the engagement with the enemy near Resaca. Between this time and the fight at
Jonesborough we read of several engagements and many
killed and wounded. This battle caused the evacuation
of Atlanta, and the National forces occupied that city.
The regiment participated in the subsequent chase
after Hood, :ifter which it returned to Atlanta and joined
Sherman's march to the sea. The last battle in which it
had a patt: occurred near Goldsborough, North Carolina,
March 19, r865. Then came the march through Richmond, the grand review at Washington, the transfer at
Louisville, and lastly the muster out of service, on the
seventeenth of July, r865.
OFFI('EI! .

Second Lieutenant Russ J . Hazletinc.
~t)S-Cli~1MI~IONI·:D

OFFICLI~S.

Sergeant \A.'illi;llll R. \\'incisor.
Corpoml \\'illiam B. Bowman.
Corporal \\'illiam Austin.
PNJV,\TF.S.

Abram Rtk<•r, John C. CISkt·y, llarri.,on l>arhnd. lt<"nj.rmin F. Darland, \\'illiam Y. Hahn, \\'illiam H. llan·cy, llenry lliltl,•l•rantl, Stik•s
C. lrl'land, John A. Irwin, \\'illiam :;. Junbn, Jerume Jordan, Jam~'S

R.

~lcliill.

COMPANY E.
l'MI\'ATE.

James l\larshall.
SEVENTY-FHTH OHIO INFANTRY.

The organization of this regiment was completed at
• Camp John McLean, near Cincinnati, December rS,
r861. By the first day of spring a prolonged march in
West Virginia fairly initated the men into the hardships
of a soldier's life.
On the twelfth of April, at Monterey Court House,
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- ·- - - - - · - - - - - -- - they recetvcd a spirited attack from the enemy. The
Seventy-fifth, being in the advance, stood i~s ground
manfully, and the enemy finally gave way. Shortly after
this, in an attempt to guard the stores accumulated at
McDowell, a little village at the foot of Bull Pasture
mountain, a severe battle occurred with the rebel General
Jackson. At the close, so severe was the loss of the
enemy, that he reported it as "the bloodiest of the war
for the number engaged." No prisoners were taken on
either side. The Seventy-fifth gained especial laurels to
its name under the immediate eye of General Milroy,
who warmly congratulated Colonel McLean on the gallantry of his regiment.
.
Following a number of engagements which our space
will not permit us to describe, came the relieving of
General Fremont, when Major General Pope took command; and the next affair in which the Seventy-fifth
faced the enemy was at Cedar Mountain, Virginia, on
the eighth of August, 1862. During the week that followed, there were frequent engagements, and at Freeman's Ford there was a heavy loss.
Jackson finally flanked Pope, got in his rear, burnt his
wagon-trains and three trains of cars, and was again attacked by General Pope at Groveton, near the old Bull
Run battle-field, August 28, 1862. For a time the fighting was bloody in the extreme, and the Seventy-fifth lost
one hundred and fifteen in killed and wounded. It was
observed, as an evidence of the severity of the fire, that
ninety shots took effect on the colors of this one regiment, during the battle.
Nothing of importance now occurred in the history of
the regiment until the second of May, 1863, at Chancellorsville. The history of that battle is well known.' The
Eleventh corps, surprised and overwhelmed by the impetuous rebels, fell back in almost complete demoralization. Yet McLean's Ohio brigade, a part of that corps,
merited the highest praise for the cool, steady manner in
which it received the enemy under the most trying circumstances. In the short space of one-half hour, one
hundred and fifty men were killed or wounded.
After this battle, the Seventy-fifth returned to its old
camp near Brook's station, when it became a part of the
force that confronted the enemy at Gettysburgh, on the
first of July, 1863. The regiment was under fire every
day of the battle until its termination. Of sixteen officers that went into the engagement, three were killed,
seven dangerously or fatally wounded, and four taken
prisoners. Of two hundred and ninety-two enlisted
men, sixty-three were killed, one hundred and six
woundt!fi, and thirty-four t::~ken prisoners.
On the sixth of August, Colonel McLean, with the
Ohio brigade, consisting of the Fifty-fif~h, Seventy-third,
Seventy-fifth, and Eighty-second infantry regiments, was
sent to Charleston, South Carolina, and on the eighteenth
went into the trenches on Morris Island. The duty here
was severe in the extreme, owing to the intense heat and
the impossibility of getting even temporary relief. More
men died from disease than were killed by the enemy's
shells.
Early in the year 1864, the regiment was mounted,
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and was afterward known as the Seventy-fifth mounted
infantry, performing all the duties of a regular cavalry
regiment. Immediately after this, we hear of it, broken
into sections, being sent in different directions to hinder
blockade-running, to bring cattle needed _by the National
army that had been driven away by their owners, to protect the Unionists from rebel persecutions, and to repel
threatened attacks. Fre<JUent skirmishing with the
Second Florida cavalry was ended, on the tenth of August, 1864, by General Birney being relieved of his CL•mmand by General Hatch. The expedition that followed,
into the interior of Florida, ended disastrously in the
capture of about half . the command.
In October and November of the same year, six companies were sent to Columbus, to be mus.tered out, their
term of service having expired.
After the fall of Savannah, the Seventy-fifth was sent
to Jackson, Florida, to organize a veteran detachment.
This was ·a ccomplished on the fifteenth of January, 1865.
In August, 1865, it retired from service with honor to its
members and to their State.
The colonel of this regiment during a large part of its
service-Andrew L. Harris, originally captain of company C, from Preble county, now auditor of said county
-was specially distinguished for his bravery and efficiency in service, and received particular notice for his
daring in leading a desperate charge during the servir.e
of the regiment in Florida.
FH:J.D OF FI C ER.

Colonel Andrew L. Harris.
COMI'A:SY C.
COMMISSION E D OFFICERS.

Captain A. L. Harris.
First Lieutenant Oscar Minor.
Second LiPutenant James Mulharen.
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFI C ERS.

Sergeant David C. Balentine.
Sergeant Thomas Mulharen.
Sergeant Rcnjamin F. Storer.
St!rgeant William C. Seibert.
Sergeant Henry C. Lockwood.
Corporal Isaac N . Love.
Corporal William V. Freeman.
Corporal Levi P. Harvey.
Corporal William Griffin.
Corporal Leander R. Brazier.
Corporal J es!>C D . Lincoln.
Corporal David D. Murray.
Corporal John W . Murray.
PRIVATES.

Robert Appleby, Alexander Appleby, Jolm Brasier, William C.
Brown, Will iam Bell, Henry Rcckcr, John Brcnnon, Samuel Baughman, Milton Browt-r. Abraham Bmh.\kcr, Michael Bartley, Joseph
Crabaugh, Elias Clear, Raymond Clear, Ahs.-\lom G. Collins, \\'illiam
A. Castor, Jeremiah N. Crabaugh, William H . H. Degroot. Henry
Dailey, Jacob Detrow, William H. Duggins, John Duggins, William
H . Dickey, Washington Emlick. Robert Evans. Jeremiah Foutz, Samuel C. Fisher, Martin Gnrd. Enoch Gordon. Morris Greenfield, James
Hinkle, James Harbaugh , John Hunters, William llarris. Joseph Harris, John Jennibeck. 1\·l artin W . Jones, Timothy Kelley, \\'illiam King.
Henry Kline. Jacob Kizer, Timothy Laughlin, Lewis Longoweker,
William Leech, Isaac Monaeneith, William Morrow, Delunnah B.
Morrow, George W . Martin. Thomas Martin , l'etcr A. Norris, Isaiah
C. Price, Thomas Pattingcr, Wilson Pattingcr, John F. Parks. I.t,vi
D. Parks, Richard Parks, John Pacey, William l'nllcn, Siml"on Perkins, John W . Quinn , John <juiltcr, Hayden D. Runyon. AIIM•rt C.
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Smith, Joseph Smith, William Slivc1, John Smith, !\!arcus Trucaxc,
Horatio Thrash, Lewis \Vharton, John Ware. William A. H. Zingling.

COMPANY D.

COMPANY G.

Forman Andrews, Charles Campbell, Isaac I. Clair, Milton Hapner,
William R. Lea, James Cuahalser, John R. Peters, RL>cder Sherman,
Clinton Sherman, William Shewman, Henry Studyhccker, Ber.jamin
F. Saylor, William Shelly, Andrew Thompson.

COMMISSIO!'(I·:LJ OFFWEHS.

First I .icutenant Franklin F . Raikes.
Second Lieutenaill Henry I.. Mosey.
NON-COMMISSION~;n

PRIVATES.

OFFIC'EilS .

Sergeant Alphonso C. Davis.
Sergeant \\'illiam H. Dunmore.
Corporal \Villiam H. Patterson.
Corporal Samuel W. Pottinger.
Corporal John Fowler.
Corporal John A. Loop.
Drummer John P. Jennings.
Fifer Isaac Kail.

COMPANY E.
COMMISSIONED OFFin:R.

Captain R. Y. L'lnius.
PRIVATES.

William A. Burns, Frederick Bennett, William D. Clear, Joseph
Cail, Benjamin Gardner, Samuel Hucss, Alonzo Monderndth, J'ctcr S.
Miller, David ~lonasmuth, Hiram !\ace, Thomas A. Nation, Martin
Shcwrnan, James Shewman , John Smith, Lemuel Ste,·cnson, Asbury
L. Stephens, William H. Nomer, Richard C. Miett.

1'1!1\'ATES ..

John Alloway, John Tk•nnctt , John Bechtel, lJriah Ocall, \Villiam
H . Brummitt, Andrew Bowers, John Bri"gs, Benjamin Butt, Alfred
Ekes, Benjamin Hornaclay, \Villiam Hornaday, Paul llornarlav , Pe!L'r Hamilton, Dennis Kerin'"· Lindley i\leradith, Hugh M~l~'lne,
Leroy Mcl~'lne , Lcanclcr i\likeswdl, Daniel :\'eff, John Owens, Francis Orch'lngh, Jonathan Potts, \\'illi:1m Raikes, Wesley Raikes,
Elliott Rohison, Richard Swtt, Thomas Stanl<>n, Salmon Stubbs,
Le"i \Vestfall, Simon Walls, Jacob Wy song, 'Willi;tm W : ~tlock, Williallt \Vyle, \Villiam lllossum, \Villiam Foultz.

COMPANY F.
COMMISSIOSEU OFFICER.

First Lieutenant Charles W. Lockwood.
I'RI\'ATF.S.

James
'flunycr,
lloovc1,
William

flrown , Henry R1kt'r, Aaron Jlunyer, Samuel flnnycr, Iknrv
Thomas Doyle, ]. F. Farlow. James Gunnin~. Ahraha~
John Hoo\'er, John Jou, Lewis Ovcrholtz, Frank Ri<lenour,
D. Stephens, John\\'. Tcavcrlmugh, :"oah \\'cltrty.

SEVENTY·THIRD OHIO VOLliNTI-:ER INFANTRY.

EI<:HTY-SIXTH OHIO INFANTRY.

COMPANY F.

This regiment was recruited originally for the three
months' service, and then reorganiz~d for six months'
service. The former organization was effected in May,
1862, under a special call to repel Jackson, who had
defeated Banks, and was threatening to invade the
North. It did guard duty at Grafton, Virginia, Parkersburgh, and other points, and moved to Beverly and
elsewhere to repel an ener.1y which did not exist. The
regiment was mustered out at Camp Delaware, at the
expiration of its term.
The six months' regiment was raised by a number of
officers of the old organization, headed by Major (afterwards Colonel) Lemert, of Bucyrus.
It was mo,·ed to
Zanesville, to join in the pursuit of Morgan, then on
his raid through Ohio; but was too late to be of much
service. Returning to Camp Tod, it was in August ordered to Kentucky, as a part of the expedition against
Cumberland Gap, which was taken by the Federal
forces. The Eighty-sixth took possession of and "held
the fort," rem:1ining there as a garrison, subsisting scantily off the country, and skirmishing often with guerillas,
until its term of service was over, when it returned to
Ohio and was mustered out at CJe,·cland February 1o,

PRIVATE.

Da,·id E. Hoover.
EIGHTY-FIRST OHIO INFANTRY.

This regiment was raised by Colonel Morton, formerly
of the Twentieth Ohio, under orders from General Fremont, as an "Independent rifle regiment," but the organization of that having failed, it was filled up as the
Eighty-first Ohio infantry. It rendezvoused at Benton
barracks, near St. Louis, in August and September,
r86r, and moved to the field during the lattt~ r month.
It endured much the ensuing winter in pursuit of the
enemy and while guarding the North Missouri railroad.
In March, r86z, it was moved by steamer to Pittsburgh
Landing, and took part in the battle there. In the subsequent action of Corinth, it lost eleven killed, fortyfour wounded, and three missing. Its after career
brought it into the campaigns through northern Alabama and Tennessee, and to Atlanta with its bloody battles; the triumphant marches to the sea and through
the Carolinas and Virginia to the capital of the nation,
\¥here it took part in the grand reviews, and after a brief
period of service at Louisville, it was finally mustered
out at Camp Dennison, July 2 1, 186 5· It had been
re-organized as a veteran regiment in January, 1 86 4 •
During its service thirty-four of its members were killed
on the field, twenty-four died of wounds and one hundred and twenty-one of disease, and one hundred and
thirty-six were discharged for disability.
EIGHTY-FIRST OliiO VOLUNTEER JNFAJI<TRV.
FIEI.Il OFFI<"EI!S.

Colonel Thomas :'.lorton.
Lieutenant Colonel DeWitt C. Stuhhs.
OFFIC"E~.

NON-COMM ISSIO:\I·.J)

x863.
{Thrct ,tfollths' Scrz:ir,·.)
CO~Il'ANY
C0~1!ttiSSIONEI>

Captain Robert R. VanCic,·cre.
1'1!1\'/\TJ.:S.

James L. flrown, James T. llarhlow, ~amucl II. Bdl. ~"mncl y.
Early , Ezra Eddy, l~uh,·rt Ciraham, o,ear F. !!ill, James F. Johlbton.
Henry H. Kemple, :-:athanicl K. Lindsay, Thomas,\. i'<·wton, J oscph Y. Ramsey.
COMPANY B.
N()N·COM~11SS10NED

Sergeant 1\lajor John R. Chamlxrlain.
CO~IPANY

B.

~ergcant

tWFJCER.

John A. \Vhiteside.
PUIVATES.

J•J~IVATES .

D. II. flush, J . \V. flrown , \V. F. ( ·askt'y, Arthur Hall, John I.~.
Hugh !\-leKinstry, F1<lilli > ( )tt, lknjamin l'ip}'in, Janws \V. Swain ,
Sampson Swain, I L1n·c·y ~hutt~.

A.

OFFJCEU.

Alfr~d].

Case, Linton Fornshcll, lknry C. Fornslwll. John Hirshman, Edw:ml Lloyd. John Pitz, licorgc Sti••z,·nh:teh. baa.<" ,\. v.· it._-~. ,
Moses Zei~;lcr.
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COMPANY H.
PRIVATES.

Joseph P. Acton, William C. Acton, George Acton, John B. Turner,
Isaiah N. \Velch, \\'illiam H. Stevens.
(Six ,IfON tid &rviu.)

COMPANY K.
PRIVATES.

Wiillam M. Ammerman, Washington Eddy, Robert :-: . Grayham,
James F. Johnston, William A. Kemple, Samuel Moore, Thornru; A.
Newton, Joseph T. Ramsey, William \\' right.
EIGHTY-SEVENTH OHIO INFANTRY.
COMPANY E.
PRIVATES.

Richard H. Brownage, Abner Haynes, William 1\icholson, James
Nicholson, Abel R. :-.lixon.
NINETY-THIRD OHIO INFANTRY.

This regiment was regularly organized at Camp Day·
ton, near Dayton, during the latter part of the sumn1er
of r862. It numbered, at the beginning, thirty-nine
officers and nine hundred and twenty-nine men.
The Ninety-third moved with the army to Nashville,
and, in December, while guarriing a forage-train, was at·
tacked by the Rebels, and, in this, its first engagement,
it lost one killed and three wounded. Suffering severely
in the battle of Stone River, it afterwards encamped for
a time south, and then west, of Murfreesborough. Thence
it is heard of at Liberty Gap, Hoover's Gap, Tullahoma,
Bellefonte, Stevenson, Lookout Mountain, and Chickamauga. At the last place there was some severe skir·
mishing on the eighteenth of September, and on the
following day orders were received to join General
Thomas, from which time, until the first of October, the
Ninety-third acted no unimportant part .in the prolonged
contest.
November 23d, a charge upon Orchard Knob ended
with a loss of eleven killed and forty-nine wounded. Six
men were shot down while carrying the regimental colors, and three days after this time, in an assault on Mission Ridge, came another loss of eight killed and twenty
wounded.
The last of November the Ninety-third started for
East Tennessee. The campaign of this winter was most
severe; :lt one time the regiment was reduced to four officers and ninety men.
After much time spent in marching and countermarching, on the third of May the regitnent started on the
Atlanta campaign, with an aggregate of three· hundred
men. On the way they met with numerous encounters,
among others the battle of R<!saca. It was in reserve at
the battle of Jonesborough. The three following months
send news of the Ninety-third from Atlanta, Gailsville,
Chattanooga, Pulaski, Columbia, Franklin, and Nashville.
During the winter nothing of great importance occurred until the middle of March, when the regiment left for East Tennessee. It went to Bull's Gap,
thence to Greenville, where it arrived about the first of
May. On the eighth of June the muster-out took place,
at Camp Harker, near Nashville. The men proceeded
at once to Camp Dennison, Ohio, where they were paid,
and received their discharges by the fourteenth of June.
7
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Prior to the muster-out of the regiment, eight officers
and two hundred and forty-one men were discharged for
disability; four officers and two hundred and four men
w·~re accounted for as "died of disease, wounds, and
killed in action." The surviving members have an asso·
ciation for preserving the memory of olden times. But
no such association is needed to keep fresh the sufferings
or the glory of the many engagements in which the brave
Ninety-third had a part-the records of Stone River,
Chickamauga, Brown's Ferry, Orchard Knob, Mission
Ridge, Resaca, Kenesaw, Atlanta, Jonesborough, Frank·
lin, and Nashville, are the records of a nation that has a
future, as well as a present and a past.
COMPANY G.
CO~IMISSIO!'IEU

OFFICERS.

Captain Matthew L. Paullus.
First Lieutenant Peter L. Paullus.
Second Lieutenant Joseph C. Gilmore.
SON·COM~IISSIO!'IEU

OFFICERS.

First Sergeant Dennis~. Kelley.
Sergeant Thomas Brennan.
Sergeant Richard Fenshall.
Sergeant Albert C. Sayers.
Sergeant Edward Bennett.
Corporal John Klinger.
Corporal Theodore Johnson.
Corporal John A. Paullus,
Corporal Jesse P. Miran.
Corporal John B. Cook.
Corporal John W. Grey.
Corporal John Mc:-.leely.
CorporalJohn H. Payner.
· :\lusician George W . ~\Iiller.
1\lusician Francis Earley.
\'l!agoner Samuel Black.
PRIVATES. ·

Milton E. Bazzle, John \V. Bates, George W. Bickle, Samuel Fl...tl,
Mordecai Bralton, George \V. Castle, Peter Case, Samuel G. Crothers,
Daniel Cramer, John D. Cramer, Elias Cramer, (.;!'orge Cook, Thomas
D. Boner, David Barnet, James Bulton, John M. Brown, Martin
Barnet, Ashny Delamors, Murris Doty, John Eberts, William Fleming,
Benjamin Foster, Samuel C. Foster, John H . Gihhons, George S.
Hamilton, John Hixon, James D. Herron, James \V. Johnson, John
Jones, Charles A. Kirkpatrick, James Kennedy, Harvey Kitson, John
A. Kindell, Georg" W. Kinney, Jonas Lesh, William Lewis, James
Loman, William H. Laird, Henry B. Moren, John Mendenhall, lsa:1c
S. McCracken, John R. !\lcMillen, John W. :\fohler, Joshua l\loren,
Thomas C. Murray, John :\furphy, Harmon Miers, Isaac W . Newton,
Nathan W. Neal, George Asbaugh, Richard Overhotts, Carlisle Platt,
George Pozner, Valentine Paullus, Alfred Potts, Harvey A. Price, John
Q . Pottmyer, David lH. Phillips, Robert C. Porter, Thomas Pickens,
Hiram L. Robbins, Joseph A. Ramsey, \Villiam Reed, George A.
Saylor, John H . Spessard, Ha!"·ey Storer, Andrew Storer, John Sedwick, D. \\'. C. Stubbs, John Tingle, Winfield Stickers, Willi:1m
Albright, John T . \Vitt, Henry C. Williams, John \Vagoner, George
Wright, John F. C. Wright, Horace T . \\'itt, Gilbert Wilson, Robert
\Vright, Peter Zimmerman, Christian Volk.
COMPANY H.
rOMMISSIOSED OFFirF.RS.

Captain 1\.latthias Disher.
First Lieutenant Jarvis ~. Lake.
Second Lieutenant William W . Aker.
NON·COMMISSIOI'ED OFFICERS.

First Sergeant Joseph H . l\lilcy.
Sergeant Peter S. Likenberry.
Sergeant Francis N. Austin.
Sergeant Cephas C . .Fetherling.
Sergeant J cremiah Oldfather.
Corporal Daniel Lizer.
Corporal Uriah Youn~.

so

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

Corporal Sibs Laird.
Corporal Horstinc Silver.
Corporal Joseph E. Lesh.
Corporal JosephS. Lithiser.
Corporal Fletcher\\'. Curtis.
Corporal Isaac Renner.
Drummer \Vashington l\lcSherry.
Bugler ~larccllus :'II. Griff.
Teamster John Smith.
PRI\' ATF.S.

Capius Alexander, \'lilliam Aker, Smith Andrews, Philip H . Albright,
Edward Borden, Samuel \V. Barnes, Edwin Bay~tt. Samuel L. Brown,
\Villiam E . Biggs, Theodore F. Brower, Thomas E. J . Berry, Hiram
J . Crowell , \'\illiam H. H . Cooper, Franklin Couts, Jacob A. Charles,
Jesse Dehay, John Dicffenbaugh, Henry Devinney. Abraham Eikenberry, Reuben EikcnLcrry, Joseph Eikenberry, DaYid Fouts, :'\onnan
Fancher, John Guard, (;ranville Grine, James Gibbons, Israel Holland,
Samuel J. Hickman, Henry H eckman , George Hoerner. Henry Hoerner, Allen Hern, Simon Hart, \\'illiam H . Huffman, ,\aron B. Lorgh,
Alvin Laird, Julius Lehman, Andrew l\Iikcscll , \Villiam l\lcHcmy,
Elwood !\Iorey. Samuel J. l\lyers, \\'illiam B. :'\elson, Andrew :'\orris,
Francis l\1. Oblinger, John l'ollock, Jamison Pollock, John :'11. Patterson, Albert C. Quilling, John S. Reynolds, James l\1. Sloan, Alfred C.
P. Thistlcr, Joseph Shewman, John H. Shuorf, George Studzhaker,
John Snyder, Thomas E. Spillman, Thomas K. Spillman, l'ah·in T.
Thorp, Isaac:'\. Sehuorf, Joshua Tillman, \\'illiam A. Tillman, Lewis
Utz, !\!arcus A. \\'~hh, J ohn :\1. \\'cllhurn, Lewis White, Benjamin F.
White, John \\'erts, Harrison Yost, Samuel R. Jaqua, Henry Keltner,
Henry Myers, Henry Siler.
ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH OHIO VOJ.U:-ITEER INFANTRY.

The organization of this regiment was not completed.
The company to which the following named Preble
county soldiers belonged (Captain George Wightman's),
was transferred to the Sixty-third Ohio iniantry soon after
enrollment, and mustered into the service "in the field,
in Kentucky," September 13, 1862:
N0:-.1-CO~IMISSIONF.D

OFFICERS.

Dnrmmer Henry P. Parish .
Fifer Joseph G. Dennis.
I'RtVAT~:S.

Thomas Allen , 1\foses ~1. Davis, John Focht, Henry \V. Geeding,
Samuel Gregg, George \V. Hanger, Levi Hays, Ehen Kaylor, Jacob
Longman, Henry Lantis, Isaiah Moore, John W . Scott, James M.
Wantler, Joseph Wright, Peter Young.
ONE HUNDRED AND NLSETY-FIRST OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY.

(011c Fcm 's Strvic'e.)
COMPANY D.
COMMISSIONED OFFICER.

First Lieutenant James H. Stewart.
PRI\'ATES.

John \V. Austin, llar\'ey Bell, Thomas Brown, John Berry, Benjamin (iraham, Harvey Graham , :'\athanicl Lindsey, John McDill,
James Marshall, Thomas A. :'\ewton, David C. Ramsey, James M.
Sliver, William H. Sprowle.
FIFTH INDEPENDENT COMPANY OF SHARP-SHOOTERS.
Pl!tV.\TES.

Ephraim D. 1-Iolester, Benjamin F. Watkins.

On the twentieth of May, companies A, B, C, D, E,
F and H proceeded to Cincinnati, where they performed
guard duty, companies G, I and K remaining at Camp
Dennison on guard and patrol duty, until Morgan
appeared in the vicinity of Cynthiana, Kentucky, when
they were sent to Falmouth, in that State. The seven
companies remained on duty in Cincinnati until July
18th, when the entire regiment was brought together at
Covington and moved to Paris, Kentucky. The regiment was soon ordered to Cumberland, Maryland, to
resist the rebel invasion, and, proceeding by way of
Cincinnati and Parkersburgh, it reached that place on
the thirty-first of July, and went into camp on the hill
southeast of the city. On the first of August, at three
o'clock, P. M., the regiment moved on the double-quick
through the town and out the Baltimore turnpike about
three miles, near to Folch's Mills, where it met the enemy under Generals McCausland and Bradley Johnson.
The One Hundred and Fifty-sixth, although exposed
to a severe fire of artillery and musketry, maintained itself well, and sustained but slight loss. The engagement began at four o'clock, P. M., and ceased at nine
o'clock. The regiment lay on its arms at night, but
daylight showed that the enemy had retreated. General
Kelley, in a letter to Colonel Marker, complimented the
regiment upon the steadiness of its line, and on the
accuracy with which it returned the fire of the enemy's
sharp-shooters.
After this engagement, the regiment remained on duty
at and near Cumberland until the twenty-sixth of August, when it was ordered to Ohio for muster out.
It
was mustered out at Camp Dennison on the first of
September, 1864.
FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS.

Colonel Caleb Barker.
Lieutenant Colonel \Villiam Sayler.
Adjutant Robert Miller.
Quartermaster Frank 1\f. Whinney.
Surgeon J . G . ~lillet.
Assistant Surgeon James N. Robinson.
Assistant Surgeon Caleb L. Evans.
Assistant Surgeon Val~ntine \\'olff.
NOS ·COMMISSIONED OFFICF.RS.

Sergeant Major Charles J. S. Kumler.
Second Sergeant Lewis !\lackey.
Commissary Sergeant Lewis E. Grape.
Hospital Steward Brookfield Gard.
Chief Musician Edward P. Lockwood.
COMPANY A.
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.

Captain James R. Bernard.
First Lieutenant Simon Deggingcr.
Second Lieutenant Isaac Kingery.
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS,

ONE HUNDRED AND_ t'IF'fY-SIXTH OHIO NATIONAL
GUARD.

(Hu11drtd Days'

s~rz·ia.)

This regiment was organized at Camp Dennison on
the fourth of May, x864, by the consolidation of the
Thirty-fourth regiment with the Eightieth and Eightyfirst battalions Ohio National Guard. The regiment
was mustered into the United States service with an aggregate of eight hundred and sixty-four men.

First Sergeant A. P. Caldwell.
Sergeant S. B. Gillmore.
Sergeant 0. \', Ross.
Sergeant J . S. Brown.
Sergeant John B. Shim.
Corporal S. 1'. Smith.
Corporal James A. Brown.
Corporal W . W . Wehh.
Corporal W. R. Marshall .
Corporal James Morrow.
Corporal T, C. McDill.
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Corporal A. McMillan.
Corporal R. J. Brown.
~lusician S. Pierson
~lusician A. S. Lee.
PRIVATES.

W. C. Appleby, S. N . Appleby, Robert Appleby, T. E. Rminger,
Nathaniel Bell. William Bell, Charles Ballentine, J. H. Brown, M.
Brown, S. H . Brown, Matthew Brown, D. l\1. Bower, J. P. Buck, \V.
H. Charles, T. J . Cisle, J . ~1. Cook, .John Cramer, Henry Eticker, J .
C. Elliott, J. E. A. Elliott, Ezra Eddy, Washington Eddy, N. H.
Foster, J. T. Farris. A. H . B. Gray, J. J. Gillmore, Harvey Graham, B.
F. Graham, Robert Graham , James Gordon, J. G. Harper, S. Hamilton, John Hamilton, James Hamilton, John Hawley, S. lngcrsol, J.
Jeffers, J. II. Johnson, J . F. Johnson, !\lark Kingery, W. A. Kempbell, Tho111as ~kQuiston, S. D. ~fcQuiston, A. C. :\lcQuiston, H . A.
McQuiston, V. P. McQuiston, John Montoith, J. :Vf. Collems, Patrick McCoy. :VIatthew Marshall, J. W. Marshall, William :\lcCan, J .
B. Magaw. G. M. McMillen, Robert Niccum, W. H. Newton, J .
C. Orr, R. !'axton, R. H . Pinkerton, J. Ramsey, J. A. Ramsey, W . A.
Ramsey, J. :\-1. Ramsey, S. R. Ramsey, W. Raynolds, W . H. Shera,
B. C. Swan, J . A. Smith, Francis Wright, John Wright, William
Wright, John C. Windialt, William Burch, M. W. Charles, H . L .
Cramer, A. Greenfeld, J. L. Marshall, Alexander Porter, J. N. Robinson, J. S. Rankins, J. C. Steel, J . M. l\-1. Wilson.
COMPANY B.
COMMISSIOSED

O~'FICERS.

Captain Isaac Henderson.
First Lieutenant M. V. Randal.
~econd Lieutenant D. McClure.
SOK·COMMISSJONED OFFICERS.

First Sergeant C. Shinly.
Sergeant I. N . McClure.
Sergeant William H. Hamilton.
Sergeant John L. Morrison.
Serge.wt \V. C. Stifer.
Corporal \Villiam R. Hestler.
Corporal V.'illiam Mills.
Corporal Enos Fonts.
Corporal George Disher.
Corporal James Curry.
Corporal Matthew Simpson.
Corporal Le\'i Smith.
Corporal B. L. King.
PRIVATES.

Israel B. Adams, G. W . Adams, Levi "!>. Armatrout, James K
Boner, William L. Bunyer, Andrew A. Bunyer, John R. Brown,
Philip Coons, Henry Cosairth, Solomon Creager, Robert Collins, John
L. Clark, Michael Conk, William Crisler, \Villiam Clark, T. J. Dowler, Samuel Da,·idson, Francis Davidson, Wilson B. Fouts, Henry M.
Fidge, Brookfield Guard, S. P. Geeting, Adam Geeting, Jonathan Hill,
William Hill, Daniel Henry, Charles Hanaman, Jonathan Hafner,
Henry H. Hafner, Harvey Henderson, John Jarrell, A. J. Jarrett,
Le'i Juday, John Q. Juday, J. H. Juday, Daniel Juday , Josiah Jones,
Willi.,m Kimmell , Jacob Kimmel, Francis King, John King, jr., Joseph L<.-e. G<.-orge Lon6man, \V. H. Law, Lemuel lllunay, John !\·lcDonals. John F. ~lcCabe, Samuel McCoy, John Mills, Thomas Pierce,
Frt.'derick Price, Charles Porter, Allen Shew man, James B. Stevens,
Hiram Studybakcr, Andrew Surface, Noah Surface, :-.loah Sayring,
Chrislian Shewman, Monroe Shewman, \\'illiam Shelly, Peter Swain,
Jam.-, S.-.mucls, l\lcMin Slerling, Cornelius Shewman, !\·! arcus Ullom,
Frederick \\'yrick, \\lesley Whearley, Nelson \Vhearley, Eli Whearlcy,
Jacob Young, Thomas J . King.
COMPANY C.
COMMISSIONEIJ OFFICERS.

Captain Ephmim Sheller.
First Lieutenant G. A. Ells.
Second Lieutenant JosephS. Brown.
NOK-COMM!SIONEL> OI'FJCEt;S.

Fi"t Sergeant Thomas J. Brower.
Sergeant \\'illiam Cox.
Sergeant Abmham Cosier.
Sergeant Michael L. Brown.
Sergeant William Tice.
Corporal David G. Achey.
Corporal Robert H . Wilson.

Corporal James D. Schmoch.
Corporal Jerry D. Hapner.
Corporal Jonathan Hoffman.
Corporal William J. Ellis.
Corporal Abraham E. Sheller.
Corporal Calvin Hiner.
PRIVATES.

'William H . H . Aydlotl, Rcnjamin Aydlott, George \V. Anderson,
William F . Ackman, Abraham Brown, Daniel Brown, Noah Besixcker,
William Bimgcr, David L. Brown, Jacob Bish, John P. Banker, Eli
Brown, \\' illiam H. Brower, James Bulger, Benjamin Bowman, James
W . Corwin, John W . Chase, William H. CJe,·enger, William H. H.
Clc\·enger, \\'illiam F. Chase, ,\ lien Ch risler. Benjamin F. Davis, Elihu
Davis, Da\'id A. Dc1amore, t;eurge W. Emmons, John \\7• Fauhler,
John A. Fleagle, William Feel, John A. Fancisu, William Griffith, Cornelius H. Grimes, Anderson D. Harris, .-\dam Han, Cornelius Hom,
Levi F . Hom, William House, James B. Hapner, William Hapner,
Na1han Hapner, George Hall, Paul Kalter, Joseph C. Klinger, Charles
Lynn, Michael L. Long, Leas Levi, Isaac Lusk, \\'illiam Murray, Oli,·er P. Miller, James McDermott, Cornelius :\Jickcscll. Squire Mickcsell,
Henry C. :\1ichael,)dichael G. Pipinger, Henry Rookstool, Jacob Rookstool, John Roulsong, James M. Russell, Charles J . Read, Eli Studybaker, Joseph A. Studybaker. James F. Shields, John E. Schlosser,
William H. Schlosser, Perry Shelt, Jeremiah Shank, Jacob F . Wieland
Thomas Weaver, Franklin H. Wolf, Henry L. Taylor, JacobY. Yingling.
COMPANY D.
COMMISSIOSEL> OFFICERS.

Captain Richard Y. Lanius.
First Lieutenant Thomas Spangler.
_ Second Lieutenant Silas Dooley, jr.
SON-COMMISSIOrH;O OFFI C ERS.

First Scrgealll Wiiliam H . Ott.
Sergeant Samuel Tizzard.
Sergeant James Booker.
Sergeant Jacob ~nyder.
Sergeant GL-orgc T. Acton.
Corporal Charles M. Rixby.
Corporal Nelson Quinn.
Corpoml Joseph Graham.
Corporal Robert Quinn.
Corporal John 0\·erholser.
Corporal James Nelson.
Corporal Oli\'er Chrisman.
Corporal Robert Harris.
PRI\'o\TES.

Ezra C. Albright, \\' illinm Acton, John Acton, Joseph P. Acton,
James Aclon, William Armstrong, Robert A. Boner, Edward M.
Bloomfield, George Buntin, Evans Bunlin, William Bristow, Henry
Brimmerrnan, N. C. Bernard, Samuel !::>. Beech, George M. Crum ,
Henry Covman, John Clark. Elias IJillman, Arnzia B. De Groat, John
V. Donohoe, ~L S. Dooley, DociOr E\'ans, Elarn Fisher, James H.
Gardner, John F . Gardner, Thomas Harris, Elias Herdman, B. F. Homan, Martin Hersh , C. J. S. Kumler, Henry Karns, F. M. Klinger,
E. P. Lockwood, J ohn L. Lockwood, Rubert La.rrimer, Oliver Lay,
Reeder McCabe, George Mehaffy, William !\lorton, Albert ~finshall,
Joseph !\·lcCright, John Minis. Samuel :\!orris, Henry Morris, \\'illiam
Neal. Benjamin Neal, James I'Jummcr, Lewis Plummer, W. \\'. Pugh,
James L. l.}uinn , Samuel <Juinn, C. Fl. Richardson, Isaac Rogt•rs, Samuel Rogers, W. M. Railsback, John Richardson, ~amuel Shields,
William Swain, J ohn Bailey Stephen, John L. Stow, William Shinn
Jacob Shinn, W. W. Sheeler, Jacob SlUm, T . T . Stroud, George Smith:
\\'. A. Scott, Jost'ph Tmcy, George Tnrill, John Upham, B. F. Vanausdal, David \\' illiamson, F. H. \\'caYer, Joseph Walters, Eli Wolff.
COMPANY E.
COMMISSIOSEL> OFFICERS.

Captain \\'illiam A. Swihart.
First Lieutenant James Gable.
St!cond Lieutenant E. A. Patty.
SON-COMMISSIOS~; D

First Sergeant James V..'. Pottinger.
Sergeant Joel Simpson.
Sergeant James Gard.
Sergeant Dennis Lewellen.

OFF!CI·:KS.
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Sergeant John Q. Pottinger.
Corporal William Barnet.
Corporal J. W. Reed.
Corporal G. W . Tucker.
Corporal Thomas Griffin.
Corporal l. S. Campbell.
Corporal Benjamin l\L Fornshall.
Corporal James C. Burns.
Corporal Hugh McLane.

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.

'

PRIVATES.

I'

First Sergeant J . V. Larsh.
Sergeant D. D. Murray.
Sergeant C. McManus.
Sergeant B. W . Huffman.
Sergeant W. H. Marshall.
Corporal C. Gray.
Corporal J. G. On.ier.
Corporal C. McDi,·itt.
Corporal \V. A. Davenport.
Corporal L. 1'. Harris.
Corporal J. R. Burson.
Corporal J. Run yen.
Corporal J. W . Lincoln.

J. P. Acton, T . C. Ancky, Stephen Bailey, Nelson Bennett, John
l. Brown, James W . Brown, D . S. Bostick. Josiah Bookwalter, John
Bookwalter, Levi Bookwalter, James Buscnbook, Jefferson Clatterbuck, S. B. Campbell, Stephen Da,·is, John W. Decamp. R. A. Duggins, R. A. Douglas, Alexander Decker, Jonathan Decker, Morris
Doty, John P. Elliott, J. P. Fornshell, Thomas A. Fornshell, David
Fleming, Charles Falk, Lewis E. Grupe, Allen E. Huffman, Thomas
Huitt, Philip ~1 . Horner, John W . Jones, Finley Kincade, William
A. Knidle, Peter Kimmel, Jacob Kinsey, James Kirkpatrick, John
Kearns, Henry Keplinger, Benjamin Lamb, John :-<. Longnecker,
John Leach, Samuel :'vladdock, A. D. Mills, Marquis Murphy, W.
B. 1\lendenhall, \\'illiam More, Lewis Overholts, James Pottinger,
Alexander Pottinger, Daniel Pottinger, JohnS. Peters, Aaron Peters,
Daniel Peters, H . H. Payne, Gasper T. Pottcrf, James Potterf, John
C. Patterson, Jonathan Payne, Isaac Pugh, Henry Poffenbarger ,
Samuel J. Reed, Isaac H. Reed, M. S. Randolph, James Randolph,
Michael Shannon, Aaron B. Simpson, William H. Sellers, James A.
Samuels, Le,·i Stubbs, Daniel Trussler, John :\f. Teague, Frank Taylor, Peter J. Walker, William M. \Valker, John Shrods, John Willhtms, William Walls, James 'Wright, i\'athan Hornaday .

D. Ammerman, VI'. Ammerman, E. Fl. Aker, J. Brower, W . A.
Bailor, J. Bougher. W. Brown, P. Cline, J. E. Daily, J. E. Daily
(second), J. W. Daily, J. Danner, J . H . Elliott, T. Friend, P. T.
Gans, J . Grey, J. Grecding, W. Greenfield, A. Hildcrbolt. D. W.
Harris, H. Huffman, J . G. Huffman, W. Hambridge, J. Hornaday,
W. Jellison, J. Kelley, Isaac J..ew ..llen, J. R. Larsh, N. G. Larsh,
L.A. Larsh, :--1. McClellan, J. S. Mills, S. Morris, H . Miles, B. F.
McWhinney, J. Mc\\'hinney, H. C. Murry, J . Morrow, J. McComas,
F. B. NorTis, F. :'\ewton, J. C. Patterson, H. Pottenger, Isaac J.
Penny, G. W. ){un)'On, J . C. Rhea, J. J. Silvers, J. S. Shaw, Oliver
Silver, l\1. !'\. Surface, A. Surface, P. Surface, J . Surface, J . M.
Swain, G. W. Smith, T. Fl. Stiorr, W. Skillman, D. Suffrins, J. W.
She.'\ler, D. H. Shealer, A. Slick, N . Turner, J . Thompson, J. Turner, G . G. Taylor, Amos Taylor, Israel B. Taylor, A. Tosh, G. A.
Wiley, J. P. Wisor, D. Wintz, John B. Parker, Tl;omas Slick.

COMPANY F.

SECOND OHIO VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.

COMMISSIONED OFfiCERS.

I'RIVATE.

Charles Patterson.
OFFICERS.

First Sergeant Theodore P. Fleming.
Sergeant John F. Eliason.
Sergeant Cornelius S. Sackman.
Sergeant Joseph (Milfer) :\lills.
Sergeant M. E. A. Purviance.
Corporal James A. Mmrow.
Corporal Adam Ranstan.
Corporal T . R. Harvey .
Corporal 0 . G. Sackman .
Corporal William H. Garritson.
Corporal John A. Bridge.
Corporal C. C. H . Ireland.
Corporal John Mills.
PRIVATES.

J.

H. Adams, William Austin, J . W. Aker, N. W. Burnan, James
D . Brown, Clinton Brown, Robert F. Brown, Lucas V. Brown,
Thomas C. Bronley, H. C. Bronley, Joseph Burgoine, John M. Burnow, George L. Brutch, John \V. Barnett, Charles W. Brown, \Villiam H. Bell, John Bilbee, T . L. Bradstreet, Isaac Cooper, Newton
Cooper, David Emerrick, Thomas W. Ervin, D. P. Edwards, Samuel
Fudge, Andrew Fisher, Cornelius Hilton, Abner D. Harvt'y, William
Haller, Eli Huffman, J. J. Hurman, Fleming James, John B. Jagna,
Hiram Johnston, John W. Judy, James A. Kesshcr, Clinton King,
Samuel King, C. R. Letwich, Henry Longman, James D. Morrison,
\Villiam V. Mitchell, A. Comma! Mikesell , Peter Mikesell, John A.
;\lackey. James Murry, Joseph :\furry, W. A. McDowland, Thomas
McClelland, John Miller, Lewis Mackey, Jacob 1'\ickadcmus, James
H . Paul, T . L. Porterfield, James C. Rayburn, George W. Reinheimer, Jeremiah Snyder, John Stakebeck, Samuel Skeles, John :\f .
Stubbs, \Villiam Sparkling, \V. C. Street, George W. Thompson, J.
G. Thomas, Peter \Vortening, W. T. Whitridge, Edward \VIJitaker,
Cyrus Young, Samuel S. Dicks, Asbery Morse, Andrew Scott, Abram
:-:orris.
COMPA~Y H.
COMMISSIO:\IW OFFICERS.

Captain J. R. McDivitt.
First Lieutenant J . Skinner.
Second Lieutenant P. Oils.

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER.

Corporal Walter P. Ledyard.

Captain L. F. \\'oofter.
First Lieutenant F. Newton.
Second Lieutenant J. W. Weeks.
NON-COMMISSION~:o

PRIVATES.

FIFTH OHIO CAVALRY.

The work of raising this regiment was begun early in
August, 1861, under the direction of Major General Fremont. The first name, "Second Ohio Cavalry," was
changed to "Fifth " by Governor Dennison, upon the
removal of General Fremont. From the first of November to the Febru:fry following, the regiment remained
at Camp Dennison, engaged in preparation for active
service. On the twenty-sixth of this month, marching
orders arrived for Paducah, Kentucky. Although poorly
equipped, the orders were joyfully obeyed, and, after reporting to Brigadier General W. T. Sherman at Paducah,
it proceeded to Fort Henry, thence to Danville, and
finally up the river to Savannah. Previous to the battle
of Pittsburgh Landing, the battalion was on numerous
scouts, and had several skirmishes with the rebels in the
vicinity of Purdy. Early on the morning of the sixth,
while the men were preparing breakfast, the rebels began
a storm of attack. The cavalry were soon the aim of
the enemy's artillery, yet not a man of this raw cavalry
regiment, in this the first fight-and that fight Pittsburgh
Landing-failed to stand his ground. In fact, the behavior of officers and men throughout this closely-fought
and trying battle was highly commended by Generals
Grant and Sherman. The Fifth advanced with the army
in the slow siege of Corinth. The first and second battalions brought on the battle of Metamora. They fought
bravely, capturing many prisoners. The third battle was
with General Rosecrans at Corinth, and the command
again behaved well. A part of it checked the advance of
Van Dorn's ten thousand in the battle of Davis' Mill.
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The conduct of this heroic handful of men shone so
brilliantly, in contrast with the shameful surrender of
Holly Springs, that it caused General Grant to recount
their valor in general order, requesting the whole army
to follow their example, and ordering that the "Fifth
Ohio Cavalry inscribe on its colors, in addition to
"Pittsburgh Landing," the name "Davis' MilL" On the
t11·enty-first of March, the regiment moved from Germantown to Memphis, and again picketed that city.
While here, numerous expeditions were made southward
against the enemy's cavalry, by which the regiment sustained some heavy losses in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The corruption at Memphis was indescribable, and
the men, in spite of discipline, would find ways of reaching the city. At length orders came, and the command
moved toward Camp Davis, Mississippi, where it was
joined by the Third battalion, under Major Smith, which
had been detached for more than a year. While this
battalion was acting independently, it was engaged in
forty-seven skirmishes and actions. It captured more
than three hundred prisoners, and as many horses and
mules. It marched over fifteen hundred miles. In all,
the: number of killed and captured did not exceed
twenty five. Resting but one day after the union of the
three battalions, tfte work of the regiment was entered
upon-the protection of Corinth. In anticipation of
spending the winter at Camp Davis, a complete camp
had been built, when from Major General W. T. Sherman came the order "March at daylight (October 17,
r863) toward Chattanooga." There was skirmishing on
the twentieth at Cherokee station; the twenty-second,·
twenty-third and twenty-fourth were likewiise employed.
Aniving at Chattanooga, a part remained there and at
Mission Ridge, guarding trains, while a part served upon
the field, and followed the retreating rebels as far as
Ringgold. After this time this command is heard of at
Knoxville and other important points, bearing no small
part in the service of suffering and enduring, as wdl as
acting. During the spring of 1864, the regiment effected
a veteran organization. July 13th, it reached Cartersville, and remained the rest of the summer, protecting
the railroad from the incessant attacks of the rebel
cavalry. On the seventh of Novemb~r, it was transferred to General Kilpatrick's cavalry division. Here the
"·ork of concentration had been going on for some days;
but so short was the time allowed that hundreds of men
were necessarily organized into a dismounted brigade.
The Fir!'t Ohio squadron, Gaptain· Dalzell, was here attached to the Fifth. The cavalry arrived at Atlanta,
November 14th, and the following morning commenced
the "March to the Sea." The Fifth was in all the
operations of the command, many of them arduous and
dangerous, until after the fall of Savannah, when it was
placed near King's Bridge. On the twenty-eighth of
January, r865, the command, for the first time, trod the
"Sacred Soil" of chivalric South Carolina. On the
eighth of February, the Third brigade, of which the '
Fifth was now a part, completely routed General Hagan's
brigade of six regiments, capturing five battle-flags and
a number of prisoners. After further marching and
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skirmishing for more than a month, it was temporarily
stampeded with its brigade, March roth, in a ~night attack, by three divisions of the rebels under Wade Hampton, losing seventy-three killed, wounded and missing.
It was in the final actions of Sherman's army at Averysborough and Bentonville, and was the first regiment to
enter Raleigh, and restore the National flag to the dome
of the capitol. After the close of the war, it occupied
western North Carolina, preserving the peace in the
turbulent districts, until October 30, r865, when the
glorious career of the gallant Fifth ended, and its members resumed their places as citizens of the commonwealth.
FIEI.D AND STAH'.

Major Phineas R. Minor.
1\!ajor Joseph Smith.
Veterinary Sergeant J olm G. Colvin.
COMPANY E.
COMMISSIUNJo.:D OFFICERS.

Captain Joseph C. Smith.
F1rst Lieutenant Caleb :VIarker.
S...'Cond Lieutenant Lewis C. Swer~r.
NOS-COMMISSIONED

O~'FICERS.

First Sergeant Robert F. Alexander.
Quartermaster Sergeant \\'illiam S. Harmman.
Sergeant J obn ~. Parmerlee.
&rgcant Silas l\1. Brawley.
Sergeant John Wilkins.
Sergeant Alexander C. Ford.
Corporal Leander M. Brawley.
Corporal Uriah \'andeweer.
Corporal Samuel Swerer.
Corporal Adalbert Hazeltine.
Corporal Robert Clark.
Corporal Calvin Brumbaugh.
Corporal Archibald Bell.
Corporal Robert i\·1. v,r ollerd.
Bugler Adam Wirts.
Bugler David A. Eliassen.
Farrier Alexander Kcggy.
Farrier David Hart.
Saddler Charles Rraffett.
Wagoner Josiah D. Phillips.
PRIVATES.

James W. Aker, John R. Bowerox, Frank Braddick, Charles
H. Brawley, Jacob B. Boyer, James M. Conaway, John Cronen,
Daniel Crickenbeyer, William Cullins. Thomas H. Cullins, George
Disher, Lewis E. D. Enochs, Lewis Fawble, Michael Floyd,
Holly H. Firming, \\!heeler Fum, l..t."Opold Folhopper, Enos Gilpin,
James F. Grayhann, William R. Harreman, Moses Harreman, Hiram
Hepner, Adam Hapner, Henry Hapner, Gottlieb Hershman, Elias
Heilman, Richard Henderson, John N. Judy, John Kitson, Benjamin
King, Thomas Loom, James Lynn, Robert T. McKee, Cyrus Miller,
Alexander McCowen, John C. :\lcCowen. Alfred Mills, John J . McPherson, Charles H . McManus, John W . McWhinney, William McWhinney, Marcus D. Pur;iance, Elihu Paxton, Cornelius Reese,
Patrick Ryan, Daniel Reid, Jacob F. Rough, William P. Reid, Elias
Smith, Da,·id Smith. William S. Spencer, Martin Spencer, Henry
Spencer, Anderson Spencer, Lemuel J . Spencer, Mark Spencer, Barton
Swcrcr, Walter B. Swain, .Martin A. Swain, Ralsar Shaffer, Frederick
Strasser, Dewit C. Stout, James H. Tucker, Arthur L. Vanausdal. Atbert Williams, Alexander D. Williams. Joseph Wolf, Jacob C. Walls,
Ebenezer Wilt, John Wolbum, George Winning.
COMPANY F.
COMMISSIOSED OFFICERS.

Captain Phineas R. :\liner.
First Lieut<"nant Charles B. Cooper.
Second Lieutenant John D. Truitt.
NOS·COMMISSIOSED OFFIO:RS.

Firsl Serge-ant Robert W. Morgan.
Quartermaster Sergeant David Culver.
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and Fourth Indiana cavalry, and the Third, Fourth,
Seventh, Eleventh and Nineteenth batteries. The names
of this, a certainly respectable part of the Preble county
contingent in the great war, it is not now practicablf! to
obtain.
Besides all these, and those who enlisted from Preble
county in the regular army, whose names, like the others,
it is not now practicable to obtain, there was also the
noble army of

Sergeant John W . Slayton.
:Sergeant John W. Christman, sr.
Sergeant William /\. Snyder.
Sergeant lsa'lc N. Shelby.
Corporal Charles Harhach.
Corporal \Villiam Shearman.
Corporal John H. Lonk .
Corporal Isaac !\lasony.
Corporal Eli !\linor.
Corporal Andy 1\1. Weller.
Corporal Rohcrt Steel.
Corporal Ferrlinand Rice.
Bugler James Long . .
Bugler Frank McFarland.
Farrier John {;. Coiner.
Farrier Samuel Cuert.
Saddler John H. Bruse.
\Vagoner Ephraim F. Barnes.

THE SQUIRREL HUNTERS.

I'I<IVATES.

Joseph ,\dams, Jerry Achey. John \V. Blair. Thomas M . Brock'
\\.illiam L. Campbell, John W. Christman, jr .. Jo!m D . Christman,
Thomas P. Cooper. William H. Colhill. Squire L. Collum, Allen
Christman. William Cullins, Nathan C. Emerson, Kilian Ghret, Gavland \\'. lla;ris, James Hulburt, John Horin, John F. Homer, John
Hinkl<', James M. Jarrett, John Kenedy, John W. Knisly, David King,
John 1~'\zro, David Lonk, John McCauley, Edward F. Miles. John
Mugavin, George \\'. !\1cGrew, Samuel Miles, William H . Patterson,
John H. Robinson, Willson Randall, Asa B. Randall, John H. RidgeIcy, Jeremiah T . Simpson, John F. Shippy. William Samuels, Alfred
Stephens, Richard L. Shelly, Peter Schotsman, Sylvester T. P. Shippy,
Matthew Traer, Charles W . Town, Albert N. Thayer, Marcius L.
Thomas, John Tign, Joseph Vale, Benjamin Wagoner, James Walters, Thomas Y. Waters, John \\'ampler.
FIRST REGIMENT OHIO HEAVY ARTILLERY.
COMPANY C.
PRIVATES.

George H . Armstead, Ezra D. Lantis, Aaron F. Eshelman.
COMPANY K.
PRIVATE.

George W. 1\lyers.
SECOND REGIMENT OHIO HEAVY ARTILLERY.
SOS-Cl>MMISIO~ED

OFFICEII.

Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant Charles D. Kruse.
COMPANY G.
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER.

Corporal Henry C. Aydelott.
PRIVATE.

James !\I. Coffin.
EIGHTH OHIO BATI'ERY.
PRIVATES.

\\'illiam Ingle, v..·illiam Staats, Solomon !'itubhs.
FHTH REGniENT UNITED STATES COLORED TROOPS.
PRIVATE.

Benjamin Stichme.
TWENTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT

UNITED !;TATES COLORED

TROOPS-COMPANY C.
PRIVATE.

David Fry.
CO!IIPANY D.
I'RI\'ATES.

William Booker, Allen Mitchell, George Simpson.

Besides the service in Ohio regiments and batteries,
many Preble county men were in the gunboat service,
and others, owing to the proximity to the Indiana State
line, entered the service with commands from that State
-the Eighteenth, Thirtieth, Thirty-sixth, Fifty-seventh,
Sixty-ninth and Eighty-fourth infantry, also the Second

The dangers threatening Cincinnati in the latter part
of the summer 1862, led Governor Tod, (as we shall see
more fully hereafter, in the chapter on "the siege of
Cincinmati,") to make a general announcement to the
men of Ohio, that all who reported with arms in hand
would be transported at public expense to that city, and
received for the time being, into the service of the State.
Telegraphic tenders had already been made to the authorities of that city, of militia, in large numbers, from
Preble, Warren, Greene, Butler, Franklin, and other
counties; so that thousands stood ready to answer the
call without delay. Before daylight of the next morning after the proclamation of the governor, the tread of
the advance of the grand army of Bockeye yeomen was
heard upon the stony pavements of Cincinnati. As
rapidly as possible the thronging hosts arriving were
organized into companies and regiments, and sent to the
works back of Covington, to the guard stations along the
river, or to other posts of duty. The total number
known to have entered this temporary service from the
State at large is fifteen thousand seven hundred and sixtysix, which was doubtless exceeded by several hundrt:d,
at least-of which Preble county furnished three hundred
and seventy-two. To the peculiarity of dress in many
of them, and armament of numbers with light squirrel
guns, suggested the happy title of "S<1uirrel Hunters,"
for the entire unique contingent, but by whom it was first
applied, the historian has failed to learn. The designation has, however, P.assed honorabl) into history. The
squirrel, amid appropriate scenery, and the squirrel hunter,
in fitting costume, and in the act of loading his fire;mn,
appear in good style upon the dtscharge certificates
granted the hunters upon the tt:rmination of their services; and a spirited page engraving, in the first volume
of Mr. Reid's "Ohio in the War," further illustrates and
commemorates their perso11nel and deeds.
The Hunters were not long needed. Their relief
from service began within ten or twelve days after they
were called out, and by the middle of September nearly
all were relieved and had returnt:d to their homes. On
Saturday, the thirteenth of that month, Governor Tod
telegraphed to Stanton, Secretary of War:
"The Minute Men, or • Squirrel Hunters.' responded gloriously to
the call for the defense of Cincinnatt. Thousands reached the city,
and thousands more were ell route for it. The enemy having rl'tired,
all have been ordered back.
This uprising of the peoplt• is the cause
of the retreat. You should publicly acknowledge this g.dlant conduct.··

At the next session of the legislature, an act was
passed, and approved March 1 I, 1863, ordering the
preparation and issue of formal discharge certificates
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"for the patnot1c men of the . State who responded to
the call of the governor, and went to the southern border to repel the invader, and who will be known in history as the 'Squirrel Hunters.' " These papers, handsomely engraved and printed, and issued to large
numbers of those entitled to them, read as follows:
THE SQUIRREL HUNTERS' DISCHARGE.
Our southern border was menaced by the enemies of our Union.
Da,·id Tod, Governor of Ohio, called on the Minute Men of the
State, and the "Squirrel Hunters" came by thousands to the rescue.
You. - - . were one of them, and this is your Htmora6/c Discharge.
September, IS&.l.
CHAS. W. HILI.,
Adj't Gen. of Ohio.
Appro\·ed by
MALCOLM MCDOWELL,
DA\'ID Tol.>, Governor.
Major and A. D. C.

This was accompanied, in each case, by this ringing
letter from the governor, neatly printed for the purpose:
THE STATE OF OHIO, EXECVTIVF. DEPARTMENT,}
COLUMBUS, March 4• x863,
T<>
. Esq., of
County, 0 .:
The legislature of our State has this day passed the following resolution:
Ruolt·~d loy flu Small and Houu '!/ Repreunlalivu of flu Stak '!/ Olrio,
Th.at the Governor be. and he is hereby aurhorized and directed to appropriate
out of his contingent fund, a sufficient sum to pay for priming and lithographing
discharges for the patriotic men of the State, who responded to the c;oll of the
C.o,·emor, and went to our southern border to repel the invaders, and who will
be known in hi<tory as the "SQUIRREL HUNTERS."

And in obedience thereto. I do most cheerfully herewith enclose a
certificate of your service. But for the gallant services of yourself and
the other members of the corps of patriotic "Squirrel Hunters,"
rendered in September last, Ohio, our dear State, would have been
invaded by a band of pirates determined to overthrow the best Government on earth, our wives and children would have been violated and
murdered, and our homes plundered and sacked. Your children, and
your children's children, will be proud to know that you were one of
this glorious band.
Preserve the certificate of service and discharge. herewith enclosed to
you as e\·idence of this gallantry. The Rebellion is not yet crushed
out, and therefore the discharge may not be final; keep the old gun
then in order; see that the powder-hom and bullet-pouch are supplied,
and caution your patriotic mothers or wives to be at all times prepared
to furnish you a few days' cooked rations, so that if your services are
called for (which may God in his infinite goodness forbid) you may
again prove yourseh·es "Minute Men " and a~~:ain protect our loved
homes.
ln\'oking God's choicest blessings upon yourself and all who are dear
to you,
I am, very truly, yours,
DAVID TOD, Governor.

CHAPTER XV.
PREBLE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. •

FAIRS or stock shows, in Preble county, date from. a
period-to the time of which the memory of man
runneth not back, we are told, and it comes to us in the
shape of tradition, that but a few years after this settlement was christened with t~e name of Eaton, some of
our public spirited men originated the idea of having a
"show," by which to display their different possessions,
in the shape of stock; and at irregular periods of time,
gathered together at some stable, situated on a back
• By Frank G. Thompson, esq.
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alley in Eaton, and there pointed out the different
points of their respective stock. Some years they would
hold two of these shows-one in the spring, and the
other in the fall, but generally the time appointed was
big 1puster day, and report says that occasionally the
exhibitors would become so enthused with the idea that
their displays were better than any one's else, that if they
were not able to convince them by argument, they used
moral suasion, in the shape of a hickory club. Of
course, it was not long until the reputation of these
shows spread over the county, and the result was the
formation of the agricultural society. Of the various
places of holding these displays we are not informed, but
among the first was one held at the barn of William
Bruce, near Eaton, which was said to be grand! Another
was held in a stable near the present site of John Neal's
stable, south of the Commercial block in Eaton ; but
the finest was held at a still later day in the old public
church, located near the banks of the raging Seven Mile
creek.
At this show there was one stallion named Top
Gallant; a milk cow whom the owner had failed to milk
for five days, in order to make her appear fat, and four
"elm peeler" shoats. This was held in I 849, and such
was the success of this year's display, both in attendance and quantity and quality of the display, that the
succeeding year an agricultural society was determined to
be formed. We thus see that what is now the pride of
every citizen of our county, and is one of the largest
and most pleasing organizations of our county, sprang
from what would sca1cely be called a respectable beginnmg.
The Preble County Agricultural society was organized
on the thirteenth day of April, z85o, under a charter issued by the State. The charter members were Levin T.
McCabe, Enoch Taylor, Henry Monfort, Newton Larsh,
Jesse Stubbs, Jacob Smith and Peter Shidler. There
are but two of them now living-Levin T. McCabe and
Jesse Stubbs. The former took a very active part in
the society in its incipiency, and aided its advancement
not only by his time, but by his money. He still takes
great interest in the fair, and is quite proud of the result
of such a small beginning. Mr. Stubbs is still living on
the same farm on which he resided when he was chosen
one of the managers the first year; he still does all he
can to promote the interest of the society, by each year
displaying quite a large herd of as fine cattle as are
raised in the county. No fair was held this year of any
consequence, but at the December meeting of the next
year, the following officers were chosen: Enoch Taylor,
president; Newton Larsh, vice-president; Daniel Lesh,
secretary; W. H . H. B. Miner, treasurer, and Jesse
Stubbs, John F. Ireland, John Gray, Peter Shidler and
J. B. Stephens, managers. It was decided to postpone
the fixing of the time for the first annual exhibition i:ill
their next meeting in March, at which meeting they proposed adopting a constitution and by-laws. The consti- ·
tution prepared, submitted and adopted by the society
at their March meeting was short, but met all that was
required in those early days. It was as follows:

s6
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ARTICLE 1. This society shall be called the Preble County Agricultural society.
ART. 2 . The officers of the society shall consist of a president, vicepresident, secretary, treasurer, and five managers, who together shall
constitute a board of directors for the general management of the affairs of the society. They shall be elected annually by the members of
the society, and hold their offices until their successors are appolnted.
AKT. 3· Members of the society must be residents of the county or
district, and pay the sum of one dollar annually to the treasurer.
ART. 4· Competitors for premiums must be members of the socidy.
ART. 5· A list of the articles for which premiums are to be awarded
by the society must be published in a newspaper or on hand-bills, at
least one month previous to the day of exhibition.
ART. 6. All articles offered for premiums must be owned hy persons
offering them, or by members of their families; and products of the
soil, or manufactured articles must be produced or manufactured within
the county or district.
ART. 7· Awarding committees of three persons each shall be annually appointed by the board of directors of the socict y. for finding the
different classes of articles offered in competition, and awarding premiums for the same.
AKT. 8. The awarding committees must comply with the provisions
of the law in requiring competitors for premiums on crops. and other
improvements, to furnish full and correct statements of the process
of culture, production, etc.
ART. 9· Competitors for premiums on crops should be required to
have the ground and its produce acurately measured by not less than
two disinterested persons, whose statements shall be verified by affidavit.
ART. 10. Premiums on grain and grass crops shall not be awarded
for less than one acre, and on root crop, not less than one-fourth of an.
acre. The whole quantity produced on the amount of land specified
shall be measured or weighed - root crops to he estimated by weight
(divested of tops) sixty pounds to be considered a bushel, and grain
crops to be measured or weighed according to the usual standards; the
rules in regard to other crops and productions to be agreed upon bv the
board of directors of the society.
ART. 11. The annual exhibitions of the society shall be held at Eaton on the third Thursday and Friday of October. The premiums
of crops may be awarded at a later period if thought necessary.

This last article was amended in a year or two so that
the fair could be held at any time between the first of
September and the first day of November.
The by-laws were as follows:
First. The election of officers of the Preble County Agricultural
society, shall be held annually on the last Saturday in December. between the hours of ten o'clock A. M. and three o'clock P. M. of said
day, in the town hall of the town of Eaton, after twenty days previous
notice being given by the secretary in the county papers.
Su:ond. No person shall be entitled to vote at said election, unless
he is a member of the society. All elections shall be by ballot.
Third. There shall be two judges and two clerks of said election,
who shall be appointed by the president, and in his absence by the
vice-president, and in absenCI! of both, by the members of the society
who may be present, by vh•a vore; and the said judges and clerks before entering upon their duties, shall first be sworn to the faithful and
impartial discharge of the same, as judges and clerks of said election.
Fourth . They shall, after duly counting all the votes cast at s.'\id
election. certify the result of the same, giving the names of those
elected, with the office, to the secretary of the society, whose duty it
shall be immediately upon receipt of the same, to forthwith notify them
so elected; and it shall also be his duty to enter the result of nil elections upon the minutes of the board.
Fifth. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all meetings of. the board of directors. and preserve order and promptly put all
questions that may be offered by members of the same; and faithfully
and impartially discharge all and singular the duties that are incumbent
on a president or chairman. And in his absence the vice-president
shall preside, and in the absence of both the board shall appoint a
presidentpro /em .
Sixth. The trea.Surer shall keep a faithful account of all the receipts
and expenditures of said society, and before entering upon his office
shall gh·e bond to the society with approved security, in the sum of not
less than one thousand dollars, or more at the discretion of the board,
and do and perform aH the duties of. a treasurer.

Sn!mth. The secretary shall make and keep a faithful record of all
the proceedings of the society, and do and perform all the duties of a
secretary.
Fig/zth. The board of directors before entering upon their several
duties, shall first be sworn to faithfully and impartially discharge the
duties of their said offices to the best of their skill and abilitv; and any
five of whom shall constitute a quomm to transact business.
Ninth . There shall be four stated meetings of the board in each
year. The first shall be on the second Saturday after the meeting of
the State board ; the secohd on the second Saturday in March ; the
third on the second Saturday in June, and the fourth on the second
Saturday in :\"m·ember. at which last meeting there shall be an annual
settlement of the society, by its officers giving a full statement of the
financial condition of the same, which shall be published as is now
required by Ia w.
Tenth. The treasurer shall pay out no money except upon the order
of the prcsidPnt, countersigned by the secretary, and no order shall be
gh·en for any claim until said claim is first allowed by the board, except the premiums awarded by the society, a list of which shall be
made out by the secretary, and examined by the board, and placed in
the hands of the the treasurer, who shall take a receipt of each person
to whom he pays the premium awarded, which receipt upon setrlement
of his accounts shall be a sufficient voucher for the amount so paid.
E/,·,•mtlz. The executh·e committee shall consist of three members
of the board. whose duty it shall he to carry into effect all arrangements made by the board for annual exhibition or otherwise, and to
fill vacancies that may occur in awarding committees, which committee
shall or may be chosen annually.
Twelfth . The vice-president shall act as marshal upon days of
annual exhibition, and in case he declines, the executive committee
shall appoint.
Thirteenth . The t!xecutive committee mav call meetings of the
board in case it should be deemed necessary, and it shall be the duty
of the secretarv to notify the members of the board, by written notice,
of all meetings at least ten days beforehand.
Fourft(ll//z. The board of directors shall have power to fill all
vacancies which shall occur in this body from any cause whatsoever.
Fiflanth. Any officer who shall refuse or neglect to take the oath
of office after being legally notified of his election, his office shall be
declared vacant.
Sixlemth. Any officer who shall neglect to attend two meetings of
the board in succession, his said office shall be declared vacant, if the
board see fit so to do.
Srvrnlunlh. The treasurer shall furnish the judges and clerks. on
the day of annual election of officers, a Jist of the members of said
society or corporation. which shall be evidence of legal and qualified
voters, which list must be alphabetically arranged.

The time for holding their exhibition, according to
the constitution, was on the sixteenth and seventeenth ot
October. The court house was selected as the place for
disphying the horticultural portion of the exhibition,
and the commons south of town, near the present site of
Morgan Huffman's residence, was chosen for the display
of stock. The premium list was printed on the large
hand-bills, and was considered very large and liberal,
still the contents of the horticultural hall could all have
been ,·ery easily carried in a two-horse wagon, but was
thought to be, and in fact was, a very fine display for the
first fair. On the commons where the stock was displayed long hitching racks were built, and the stock was
tied to them, awaiting their turn to be examined by the
judges. No stables or sheds were built for their accommodation, but the owners were expected to look after
their own interests, and either take them home in the
evening or stand guard over them during the night.
The board met on the twenty-sixth of April, 1 8 5 1 ,
and adopted a premium list which amounted in the aggregate to three hundred and eleven dollars. The list
embraced premiums on field crops of every description,
including corn, wheat,. oats, barley,.rye. tobacco, flaxseed
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sweet and Irish potatoes, timothy hay, etc.; also premL
urns on horses from five years old down to a sucking
colt. In the department of cattle, no particular class
was specified, as it is very questionable if any pure bred
cattle were raised in the county at this time. Premiums
in the different departments of sheep, hogs, farming implements, mechanical arts, blacksmiths' ware, including a
premium of two dollars for best pair of shovel and
tongs, shoemakers' and tailors' manufactures, dairy, baking, fruits, embracing a premium of a diploma offered
for the "best barrel of unfermented cider to be drunk by
the society," also cooperage, poultry, and on various miscellaneous items, including premiums for the best cultivated farms of forty· and twenty acres.
At a meeting of the directors on the twenty-sixth of
May, r8sr, judges were appointed to award premiums
in the different classes. And at a meeting held at the
Eaton & Hamilton railroad office, it was ordered that a
premium of three dollars be offered for the best bed
quilt, the examination of it to be allotted to the committee on dairy products.
From this small beginning has sprung a department
that embraces a greater number of entries at the present
time than any other, and attracts as much notice; and
adds so much to the beauty of the fair as perhaps any
other class. At this meeting the following resolution
was adopted :
Ruoh;~d. That Enoch Taylor, J. B. Stephens and \V. H. H. B.
Miner be, and they are hereby appointed a committee on behalf of
tbe board, to make all necessary and proper arrangements for the approaching fair; to get up, publish and circulate hand-bill~. prepare and
ha\·e printed diplomas, and such other matter as they may think
proper; to prepare cards of exhibitors and exhibited articles, to prepare grounds, buildings, etc., fill all vacancies that may occur in any
of the various committees heretofore appointed, as the same may occur
either before or after the meeting of the fair; appoint a suitable number
of marshals, and make all such othPr preparations and arrangements
for the accommodation of the several departments, including pro.
grammes, etc., as they may consider necessary and proper.

Clerks and marshals were appointed from each township at this meeting, and the following speakers were
selected to deliver addresses in the afternoon and evening of each day of the fair: James Denniston, David
Barnet, Samuel Kessler, Jacob Smith, Jesse Paramore,
Newton Larsh, Henry Kisling, and J. B. Stephens.
Persons were also selected in all the towns in the county
for the purpose of selling tickets and soliciting membership for the society.
Competition at this first fair was not very strong, and
the list of awards not very lengthy, but the writer is informed that Newton Larsh received the first premium on
a bull, which history calls the "Penneroyal bull," over
whom the poet describes the tall grenadier-since a celebrated lawyer of the Eaton bar-standing guard during
the long hours of the night of the first day. Wash.
Bruce took a premium on a stallion that was considered
then one of the finest in this section of the State.
Hardin Bruce received four dollars on a four year old
mare, and Peter Shidler was awarded two dollars for the
best boar. The fair was a very §Uccessful one in every
particular, giving general satisfaction. The receipts were
sufficient to pay all the premiums offered, and left a
8
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small balance in the treasury. The departments all had
one or more articles competing for a premium, but the
records fail to inform us whether th'e barrel of cider was
furnished for the use of the members of the board.
Thus closed the first exhibition of the Preble County
Agricultural society, and at the regular meeting for the
election· of officers for the ensuing year, held on the last
Saturday of December, 1851, the following officers were
chosen: James Denniston, president; J. B. Stephens,
vice-president; Pliny M. Crume, secretary; W. H. H. B.
Miner, treasurer; and Newton Larsh, Peter Shidler,
Jesse Stubbs, Archibald Campbell, and William Ireland,
managers.
It was determined to add one more day to the fair
this year, making it three instead of two as the year before. The time decided upon was the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth of October. The premiums offered
this year were the same as the year before, with some
few changes.
At a meeting held in April, 1851, the reqmsltlons of
competitors on farm crops were decided to be as follows,
for the purpose of showing accurately the profits derived
or expected to be derived, from the mode of tillage or
production, and the expenses and value of the same:
First, a statement of the previous crop, and how manured; second, the kind and condition of the soil, and
location of the farm; third, the quantity of manure on
the crop, the manner of its application, and the quantity
and kind of seed used; fourth, the time and manner of
preparing the ground for, and sowing or planting the
crop; fifth, a detailed account of the manner and expense of cultivation; sixth, the actual yield by weight,
grain to be weighed by the usual standard-root crops,
sixty pounds to be considered a bushel; seventh, the
ground and its products to be accurately measured by
·not Jess than two disinterested parties, whose statements
shall be verified by affidavits.
The applicants for preminms on fat cattle were compelled to furnish particular statements of the manner of
feeding, the kind, the quantity, and cost of food, etc.
Persons desiring to compete for premiums on milch cows
had to first furnish a statement of the food used during
the trial, which had to be made for ten successive days,
in the months of May, June, or August; also, the age and
breed of the cow, and the time of calving, the quantity
of milk and butter made during each period of ten days.
We thus see that the managers were almost as particular
and careful to prevent fraud, and as desirous of general
·and useful information as they are at the present time,
and if each fair would endeavor to improve on its predecessor, as the second did on the first, we would soon arrive at a point bordering on perfection.
Notwithstanding the first fair passed off very smoothly,
and to all appearance very harmoniously, we are told
that as the time approached for holding the second annual exhibition, there were one or two persons connected
with the association who were possessed with the idea
that the knowledge of the manner in which a fair should
be conducted, had been transmitted to them and to no
one else; consequently, when some measure for the pr<r
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motion of the interests of the society was proposed, it
was discovered that there were eight stubborn men and
one allwise one, and as a result of this we find the following novel premium offered under the department of
"Jacks and !\lules":
A't'J,J/;·,·d. That ol premium of three dollar~ he awarded to the lh·e
m:tn who rcolllv has no intl'n'!-.l in prumotinK the ohjech uf this society;
to he dt·cided hy tlw memlwrs an ll others present, and po1id by the
trC:l!->tlfer, upon the depo,it \\ ith him of a daguc-rrotypc likenc~s of the
applicant, for the future.: rdl'rcncc and usc of the society.

The archin:s of the society do not furnish posterity
with the valu:thle inf01 mation as to who was the fortunate "live man" who received the three dollars; neither
can we fir,d, after a dilligent search, any deposit of the
"daguerrotype likeness'' of the applicants, for the future use anc reference of the society, but we are informed
that the resolution had the desired effect, and that the
society flourished like the green bay tree for several
years subsequently ; and allow the writer to suggcst right
here, that if a premium of a similar kind was offered
every few yc:~rs, experience has taught him that it would
obviate a great dl·al of the contention, bickering and
strife for petty prominence in a society intended to promote the interest of bulls and boars.
At a subsequent meeting we find that the clerks,
judges, and n•arshals were appointed, the former to be
under the control of the secretary, and the latter to obey
the president ; that the decisions of the awarding committee were decided to be made out in writing, sealed
up and handed to the secretary. Also, at the same time
they selected the speakers for the ensuing fair, and we
notice that thcy exhibited the same desire for progress
in this matter as in every other branch. The large poster for this year states that tr:e board have secured the
following named gentlemen to address the people at the
fair: Governor Jo;;eph A. Wright, of Indiana; Hon.
Cassius l\1. Clay, of Kentucky; Colonel Samuel Medary
and Professor W. \V. Mather, of Columbus, Ohio; and
Dr. J. H. Warder, of Cincinnati.
The price of admission was fixed at fifteen cents per
day for one person, and families were allowed the privilege of purchasing tickets that would admit the whole
flock during one day, for forty cents. Efforts were made
to secure the court house, the same as the year before,
but on account of court being in session, resort was had
to the building situate on Barron street, immediately
south of the Eagle hotel, then owned by the vice·president of the society. Rough shelves and benches were
erected along the sides of the room, upon which were
placed the display of pumpkins, squashes, and big ears
of corn; here and there could be seen a bed-quilt and
piece of homespun jeans, with a waistcoat, pair of pantaloons, and a pair of woollen socks dangling from nails
driven in between the bricks. Conspicuous on the bench
devoted to "garden truck," as it was called, was a
cucumber fourteen inches in length, which an indiscreet
lad, now a prominent dry goods merchant of Eaton, had
purloined fron. his mother's garden, and which she had
been anxiously saving for seed. We arc told that he received ten cents from the society for his public-spiritedness, and a sound flogging from his mother for his indis-

cretion. The eight acre commons owned by Captain
L. T. McCabe, situate on Barron street in Eaton, immediately north of the old white school-house, answered
the purpose for the display of ~tock this year.
No record of awards are come-at-able, and with the
exception of an isolated case, we are unable to state who
carried off the red and blue :1mong the stock.
John P. Acton was then as now in the milling business, and had then as now some very fine draught
horses, which the society were anxious for him to display,
but owing to a press of business, he was unable to enter
them in proper time, and happening to drive his mill
team past the "commons" on the second day, the judges
on horses hailed him, and he hitch.e d his team, unharnessed one of his horses, took him into the fair and
received the red ribbon, whereupon he put the harness
on him again and went to the country after logs. The
fair closed with an address by Colonel Samuel Medary,
and the people dispersed to their homes, all delighted
with the success of what the year before was considered
a very doubtful venture, but which by the success of this
year's exhibition was a permanent institution.
Of the the fair of 1853 we have no record, and can
not obtain any authentic information. We are told that
the officers rented four acres of Cornelius Vanausdal,
situate on the east side of the Franklin road leading out
of Eaton, and immediately east of the present new
school house situate in Eaton. The grounds were fenced
in with a high paling fence, which was considered quite
an improvement over the old commons. The grounds
bore at the time, and retained for a number of years
afterward the euphonious name of "Vanausdal's park."
A few temporary buildings were erected for the accommodation of the articles in the horticultural and mechanical departments, several sheds were built for the stock,
and a track forty feet in di:1meter, was laid off, on which
to show the horses. It was a great advancement over
the year before, and was largely attended during the
three days it was held. But one incident can be called
to mind concerning this fair, and that was of Rufus McWhinney showing a horse in harness, hitched to an old
fashioned gig. It was the first time that a horse had
been displayed with any harness on him other than a
halter, and attracted considerable attention. So proud
was Mr. McWhinney of introducing this new feature at
the fair, that, attempting to drive faster than was prudent,
in turning one of the very sharp corners of the track, the
horse upset his vehicle, threw the driver against the
paling fence, and entirely demolished the gig.
The receipts were ample to meet all the demands of
the society, and, we:: suppose, must have left a handsome
balance in the treasury, for in the next year we find the
society had taken the advice since given by the lamented
Horace Greely, and gone west. At the annual meeting
of the members of the society, held in December, 1853,
Enoch Taylor was chosen president, G. W. Gaus, secretary, J. P. Brookins, treasurer, Oliver Barbour, 0. W.
Peck, Archibald Campbell, Henry Harter, Silas Peters,
and Ross Conger, managers. It was determined at this
meeting to hold the next exhibition at New Paris, Ohio,
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pay. The ten acres of sward land were enclosed by a
and it was called a farmers' festival; the time chosen was
tight, substantial board fence.
Commodious buildings
the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth of October, 18 54·
were erected for exhibition. Stalls and cattle-pens were
A park of four acres, most elegantly fitted up for the
built, and a well, affording an abundant supply of water,
occasion, containing four halls for the different classification of articles, and two rings for exhibiting live stock,
was dug in the center of the grounds. A training track
was donated by the citizens of New Paris, for the use of about a quarter of a mile in leno;th was laid off, in the
the society. Addresses were delivered from the public
middle of which a lofty flag staff was raised.
stand on the last day of the fair bv Hon. Abner Haines
On the Saturday after the preparations had been comand General George D. Hendricks. The price of admispleted a celebration was held on the grounds, at which
speeches were made. The Eaton brass band supplied
sion to tl1is fair was fixed at one dollar for family tickets,
the music, and the Washington guards, under the comgood during the three days, and twenty cents for single
admission.
mand of Lieutenant J. J. Hunt, furnished the ornamenThe arrangements which had been made were ample
tal portion of the affair. When our rural friends and
some good old disciples of Israel discovered a race track
and appropriate, and highly creditable to the enterprising
citizens of that pleasant town. There was a large attendas one of the features of the new grounds quite an ado
ance on Thursday, and but for the rain which continued
was raised, and they avowed that Satan had certainly
gotten a hold on the managers. And one of our county
falling during the greater part of the afternoon, the
papers, in endeavoring to sooth the pious indignation
entertainment would have been unusually interesting.
that
thrilled the hearts of some of its contributors, says:
The display of superior blooded cattle was the finest
"It is nothing more than a piece of grounct cleared of
ever made in this section of country, there being twenty
the rubbish, and leveled smooth enough to ride over
or thirty large bulls, mostly Durham, and about twice as
without difficulty." The premium list this year was
many cows and calves. There were quite a number of
greatly enlarged, and was much more extensive than forhorses exhibited, and some remarkably fine ones. But
merly, and the board of managers spared no pains to
few sheep were on display, but these were uf good
make it agreeable to all. One thousand dollars was adquality. The swine were only about an average. The
vertised as the amount of premiums to be awarded, and
poultry display attracted fully as much attention as any
the name of Hon. Thomas Corwin was printed in large
other department, there being some fifteen or twenty
different varieties. ThP. other departments were all well
letters on the bills, stating that he would positively address the people. Opinions differ in reft·rence to the
represented with the exception of the grain and vegetasuccess of this year, some stating that it had never been
ble products, which, owing to the dryness of the season,
excelled, while others say it was a miserable failure, comamounted to comparatively nothing. There was a new
pared to what it should have been, considering the unfeature introduced into this fair which created considerOf this, however, we
able bad feding, and of which a great many disapproved. - paralleled opportunities offered.
are credibly informed, that in the horse department comWe allude to the negro performances, and "monkey
petition was strong, the display of cattle large, and the
shows." A great many thought that if the society could
superior specimens found in the different halls indicated
not stand upon its own merits, without the aid of such
that the Preble county fair con1pared favorably with any
extraneous contributions, its existence had better cease;
of the surrounding counties. Hardin Bruce exhibitt·d
but be the justice of their arguments what they may, we
two fat cattle that were described as truly enormous, and
know that the persons who objected so seriously at that
were called the elephants of the show. The ladies' de.
time, now er.joy a good hearty laugh at such performpartment was well represented, rich rare and racy.
ances, as well as the most "hardened sinner"-so much
Among
the different articles was a chromatic paintingfor educating a community. We notice among the
" An Ancient Castle in Ruins "-executed by Miss Julia
premiums that Miss Anna DeGroot received the first
A. Morgan, which was said to he very fine. There was
premium-a set of silver spoons-for the finest equestrian
a very large display of agricultural implements, which atperformance, and Miss Sophronia Holderman, the sectracted a great deal of interest. The ladies' riding match
ond-a breast pin. The Eaton .Register received two
engwssed the attention of every one. Some nine or ten
dollars for the best specimen of job printing, and
ladies entered the list as competitors f,>r the prize. George
Abraham Norris a diploma for the best cut shingles.
Mcdill was one of the judges in this contest. and after a
In 1855 the officers elected for the ensuing year were,
spirited contest Miss Jose Bruce was the happy recipient
General Felix Marsh, president; L. T. McCabe, viceof the first, and Miss Anna Degroot of the second
president; G. W. Gaus, secrd:uy; J. P. Brookins, treasprize.
The Washington guards served as police, and
urer; John Neal, Jacob May, Joseph Fisher, Silas Peters,
had the entire control of the ground. The Eaton corand J. H. Stubbs, managers. They determined to purnet band played sweet strains of music during the entire
chase grounds, and no longer be under the necessity of
fair, which added great enjoyment to the occasion, and
renting, and looked at quite a number of tracts that
the race track was decided not such a terrible immoral
were offered for sale before deciding, but finally puraffair after all.
chased, of John Neal, ten acres, situated immediately
At a meeting held on the twenty-ninth of December,
north of where the pn:sent fair ground is. They paid
18 55, the following officers were elected: James Dennissix hundred and eighty-five dollars for it, which was conton, president; R. S. Cunningham, vice-president; Joel
sidered ratncr a large price for a society in its infancy to
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W. Harris, secretary; James Albert, treasurer; G. D. Clapsaddle, R. Marshall, J. M. Dougherty, S. Brinley, and J.
P. Acton, managers. The fair this year was held on the
eighth, ninth and tenth of October, and was a grand sue·
cess. The attendance was acknowledged to have been
larger than the year before, the entries far greater, and
the receipts consequently greatly increased. The display
of flowers this year was very fine, being the first time
that any particular attention was paid to this beautiful
department. We notice among the premiums that Eli
Conger took first premium on the best boar, Dave Suffrans on a fur hat, and John Neal on his "Jolly Ranter"
stallion. The writer has not at hand any statement
showing the condition of the exchequer, but from the
fact that the society continued to pay its premiums in
full, we suppose it must have been good.
The annual election for the year 1857 resulted in the
re-election of H. W. Dooley, president; Eli Conger, vicepresident: Joel W. Harris, secretary; James Albert, treasurer; Silas Peters, Enoch Taylor, Robert Marshall,
Thomas T. Stephens, and J. M. ·Dougherty, managers.
The time for holding the eighth annual fair was set for
the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth of October, and
the same premium list as the year before was adopted.
The fair this year was not as great a success as the year
before, owing to the unfavorable condition of the weather,
it raining all day during the first and third days of the
fair. The entries were in excess of the previous year,
but the attendance not as great. The show of horses
was fine, but in the classes of hogs, sheep and cattle, the
display was greatly inferior to former exhibitions. H. B.
Vanausdal, still retaining his public-spiritidness as displayed in former years, exhibited a pair of Guinea pigs,
with a numerous progeny of younglings neatly housed in
a tenement of his own manufacture. Mr. E. Wasson received a premium on a monster pumpkin weighing two
hundred and two pounds.
A jar of sugar, produced
from sugar cane, was shown by Mr. Neaff. The receipts
this year were about fifteen hundred dollars. The indebtedness of the society, carried over from former years,
was four hundred and sixty dollars, and the improvements thi:; year amounted to three hundred dollarc;, leaving the society in a flourishing condition. Want of space
will not permit the writer to go into the details of the
fair as we did in the first few that were held, and hereafter we will endeavor to confine ourselves to as brief an
outline of each fair as we possibly can.
On December 26th the election of officers was held
for the year 1·858, and the following were chosen: H. W.
Dooley, president; J. M. Dougherty, vice-president;
Joel W. Harris, secretary; James Albert, treasurer; and
T. F. Stephens, Daniel Payne, David Swartzel, John
Mills, and Jacob McKinstry, managers.
This year the time for holding the fair was earlier than
ever before, commencing on the twenty-first of September, and continuing four days. The premium list was
enlarged, and every inducement offered to make it a success; but owing to the unfavorableness of the season
for the growth of fruits and vegetables, and the extreme
dullness in all branches of business, it was not such a

success as had been anticipated. Not less than three
thousand people were in attendance during the last two
days, and the whole number of entries aggregated nine
hundred and thirty-seven. Of these, two hundred and
thirty-six were on horses, sixty-nine on cattle, thirteen on
jacks and mules, and fifty-seven on sheep. The display
of horses and cattle exceeded any previous years, but
the departments of sheep and hogs were still far behind
in proportion to other things. The class of buggies and
carriages was well filled by the display of J. S. Ortt. and
the department' of relics and curiosities being for the first
time opened, offered fine amusement for those who enjoy antiquated things. Among the various displays was
the first copper tea-kettle ever used in Eaton, exhibited
by Mrs. Polly McCabe, and was bought by William
Bruce, sr., in 1796; an old table cover, said to be two
hundred and two years old, was shown by Mrs. Gray.
The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted in
H. W. Dooley being chosen president; Eli Conger, vicepresident; P. R. Minor, secretary; J. P. Brookins,
treasurer, and E. Taylor, Jos. Walters, R. Marshall, J.
H. Kaylor and Thomas F. Stephens, managers.
At a meeting held in August, 1859, judges for the
different departments were chosen, and it was resolved
that a test be made of the draught horses by pulling.
The horticultural society of Eaton was given charge of
the floral department and fruit and vegetable halls at the
coming fair. It was decided to hold the fair four days,
commencing on September 2oth. T!1e weather was fine,
and a good attendance was had. The horticultural and
floral departments were especially fine, owing to the joint
action of the two societies. A balloon ascension was
had on the last day, and was the thing of the fair.
Among the premiums we notice Duel Haries received
seven dollars for the fastest trotting horse-time, three
minutes and one second. G. D. Clapsaddle took the
sweepstakes on bulls, and W. B. Silvers on a boar. J.
H. McWhinney received five dollars for the best specimen of plowing three horses abreast, and Ben. Fleming
on the best fami wagon. The premium list this year
amounted to eight hundred and ninety-eight dollars and
thirty cents, and the receipts, two thousand one hundred
and seventeen dollars and seventy-two cents. The
society paid two hundred dollars for the balloon ascension, and fifty dollars to the secretary. The balance left
in the treasurer's hands, was three hundred and sixtyeight dollars, and twenty-one cents.
The society held its election this year on Dec. 31st, and
chose H. W. Dooley, president; J. M. Daugherty, vicepresident; J. Eastman, secretary; J. P. Brookins, treasurer, and Enoch Taylor, Frank McWhinney, J. A.
Kaylor, David Patton and S. B. Duffield, managers. At
this meeting the time decided for holding the next fair
was the eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth and twentyfirst of September, and a committee consisting of David
Patton, J. A. Kaylor and J. M. Daugherty, were appointed to look out the best site for a new fair ground,
and ascertain what can be obtained for the one now in
use. It seems by this, that what but a few years since
had been considered a 'iJery large tract was now entirely
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too small, and they must advance with the times. The
time for holding election for officers was also changed at
this meeting to the third day of the fair. Preparations
were made to make this fair the most successful one that
had ever been held. The balloon ascension had proven
such an attractive feature the year before, that the board
this year resolved to have two ascensions-one on the
third, and the other on the last day of the fair. The
horticultural society offered separate premiums, distinct
from the agricultural society, and consequently the display in this branch was greatly increased·. The best laid
plans of men will some time fail, and this year the old
adage proved too true. The inclement weather contributed its share towards disappointing the anticipated
success, but the principal feature that caused so much dissatisfaction was the failure of the :eronant to put in an
appearance with his magnificent balloon, till about five
o'clock in the afternoon of the last day, when most of
the people had left the grounds in not a very good
humor. They voted that what was expected to he the
most successful exhibition was the most successful "sell."
We have not at hand the receipts of this year, but are
told that they were in excess of the year before owing to
the ad\·ertised attraction which did not materialize.
The election for the year 1861 resulted in H. W.
Dooley being chosen president ; Enoch Taylor, vicepresident ; J. Eastman, secretary; J. P. Brookins, treasurer, and M. Dasher, S. S. Richie, Daniel Payne, David
Swartzel and J. P. Acton, managers. The board this
year erected a dinning hall on the grounds.
The committee appointed tQ look for a sit.e for the new
grounds, had not yet reported, and nothing was done ii1
the matter for several years. The fair was held on the
seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth of
September, and was not so good as the preceding year,
either in attt:ndan<;e or the exhihition of articles, owing,
perhaps, partially to the dissatisfaction of the year before,
but mostly on account of the excitement of the unpleasantness with our southern brethren-still it was much
better than had been expected. The weather the firsf
two days was rainy and gloomy, but on Thursday and
Friday it was clear, and the attendance fair in size. The
exhibition of stock was on an average, and the horticultural hall as usual proved very attractive. The exhibition closed with a drill given by the boy soldiers of this
place, after which Father Charles Swain delivered an address. \Ve notice that H. W. Dooley received five
dollars for the best essay on wheat, and James Denniston
a diploma for the finest display of fruit trees.
The board for the next year consisted of H. W.
Dooley, president; J. M. Daugherty, vice-president;
John Eastman, secretary; N. B. Stephens, treasurer; M.
Disher, Robert Marshall, William Berry and J. P.
Acton, managers. The thirteenth :..nnual fair was hdd
on the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth
of September, 1862. The premium list this year was
increased, and with the erection of new buildings on the
ground, it was hoped to regain their former standing in
the county; but as the time for holding the fair approached the outlook was not encouraging, and the
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prospect poor for having any fair at all, owing to so
many of our farmers having enlisted in the army, and
those at home at this time did not feel like exerting
themselves in any manner except to save the country; so
it was decided to postpone the fair to the next year, continue the same officers and managets, and hold it on the
twenty-ninth and thirtieth of September and first and
second of October. The weather seemed to frown upon
the undertakings of the board in the past, and this year
it treated them no more leniently, as it rained a large
portion of the time, cutting down the receipts to five
hundred and two dollars and fifty cents, causing the
bo~ud to only pay a per cent. of the premiums offered.
Considerable dissatisfaction was caused by this, it being
the first time they had not received their full amounts.
In comparison with other fairs held in the adjoining
counties this year, considering the condition of the
county, our fair was in every way creditable. ·
The managers did not realize all they had hoped, still
all the thinking and sensible p.:ople were in a great
measure satisfied. The board, after paying the obli!!ations of the society that had to be met in full, found
they had sufficient left to pay '>ixty-five c<·nts on the dollar of the premiums offered. It left a balance of twentythree dollars and eighty-two cents in the treasury, smaller
than it had ever been, and was rather discouraging.
The same president and vice-president were continued
in office, and Isaac S. Morris was chosen treasurer, J.
Albert, secretary, P. McGrew, M. Mis her, Benjamin
Deardorf, Robert Marsball and J . B. Gentle, managers.
This year, for the first time, they rented the ground during the summer months for pasture, and realized enough
to pay the interest on their indebtedness.
The fair was again postponed this year. Among the
various reasons assigned, the principal were, that many
of the patrons were away in the one hundred days'
service, and would not return home in time to prepare
anything for exhibition, and a great many would not
even have time to attend in consequence of the pressure of their fall work; the draught was so severe this
year that the exhibition, either t f stock or vegetables,
would have been far below that of other years. The
officers and managers of the prect'ding year were continued in office, and this year they resolved to hold the
fair on the twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth
and twenty-ninth of September, 1865. This year a new
fence and buildings were erected, and the grounds
cleared of a great many trees. Contrary to the expectations of a great many, the fair was a decided succcs~.
The weather being favorable all the week the people
were out in large numbers, and on the third day they
might have been numbered by thousands.
The horse department surpassed any previous year,
likewise the cattle, but the display of hogs and sheep
still kept behind. The ladies department was well filled
and the specimens of grain were fine. This year the
speed ring was well filled, and attracted a great deal of
attention.
The premium list was not large this year, amounting
to only seven hundred and ninety-two dollars and twen-
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ty-five cents, the total receipts aggregating one thousand
seven hundred and forty-three dollars and one cent,
which, after paying off the indebtedness of the society,
left a balance of two hundred and fifty-seven dollars and
twenty cents in the treasurer's hands. The election for
the year 1866 made some changes in the board, still,
however, continuing their worthy president, H. W.
Dooley, but electing J. T. Deem vice-president, J. Albert, secretary, J oscph Fisher, treasurer, and Benjamin
Deardort~ J. B. Gentle, J. L. Chambers, Thomas F.
Stephens, and Eli Conger, managers. This board determined, if possible, to ascertain what their indebtedness was, and in!;tructed the treasurer to find it out,
which was reported to be only one hundred dollars,
which they immediately paid off. The old question of
selecting new grounds was agitated, and a new committee appointed with that end in view. They reported at
the next meeting that they had examined several places,
viz.: The old "Garrison" Aukerman's farm, east of
Eaton, and a tract belonging to Jam0s Bruce, but were
unable to decide.
Alter discussing the matter for some time, they enlarged the committee and determined to hold the next
fair on the semnd, third, fourth and fifth of October.
At. a meetiug held in May, 1866, the committee on purchasing ground reported several new tracts, among them
that of Mr. James Golliday, southeast of town, "hich
consisted of twenty-three and one-half acres, and could
be purchased for three thousand dollars.
The board, after consulting with the county commissioners, agreed to purchase this tract and have the title
placed in the commissioners' hands, ar.d the board
should put up the huildings. They also agreed to purchase twenty acres of Hardin Bruce for three thousand
six hundred and ninety-one dollars. They sold the old
fair ground, consisting of ten acres, to Mr. Jacob Nation for one hundred and eleven dollars per acre, also
four and four-tenths acres of the Druce tract to Mr. Eli
Fisher for six hundred and s;xty-one dollars and twentyone cents. They realiud one hundred and sixty-eight
dollars and twenty-five cents from the sale of the fence
around the old grounds and the crops that were sown
therein.
New buildings were erected, stables and cattle pens
were built, a tract laid off, and the new grounds placed
in a very fair condition. The premiums offered in the
speed ring were greatly enlarged, although creating some
dissatisfaction, and everything was done to make the
dedication of the new grounds an entire success.
About a month before the time for holding the fair it
commenced raining, and continued almost incessantly
up to the time appointed by the board when the new
grounds should be opened. In consequence, a postponement was had until the twenty-third of October, and the
result proved that the board wt-re not very good wt·ather
pruphcts. Tuesday and Wedne.-;day were cool, the latter especially, as a little snow sifted quieti~- down in the
morning and there was a very heavy frost, and on Thursday, and all Thursday night, it rained; sti:J little things
like these did not deter the pevple from turning out in

great numbers. Over one thousand three hundred entries were made, and the success of Preble county fairs
was an established fact. Over one hundred and fifty
entries were made in the horse department; among the
cattle quite a number of tine blooded ones were to be
seen. The rai~ers of hogs and sheep redeemed themselves and made a fine show. All the other departments were full, and everything passed off to the satisfaction of not only the board but the exhibitors.
The receipts amounted to two thousand two hundred
and eighty-four dollars and twenty-five cents, far exceeding any previous year. The same officers were continued this year by election, and the managers consisted of
W. W. Danford, J. B. Gentle, E. Taylor, Joel Simpson,
and P. McGrew. The board this year offered premiums
fllr sheep shearing and plowing matches. They raised
the admission this year for single admission to fifty
cents, which proved so unpopular that they were compelled the next year to change it.
This year they held a f.tir in the spring, commencing
on the thirtieth of !\lay, and continuing two days. Very
fair premiums were offered in the differc:nt departments
of horsL"S, and the venture proved somewhat of a success, leaving a little babnce in the treasury.
The regular exhibition was held on the seventeenth,
eighte,·nth, nineteenth, and twentieth of Septemb.:r of
this year. Two or three new wells were dug on the
gruunds this year, as the supply of water the year before
had been very limited. Q•1ite a number of stalls and
sheds were erected, which were also very much needed.
The weather was very tine, the attendance good, and
everything tended to make this the grandest success so
far, in the society's history. About eighteen hundred
entries were made, and the total receipts were three thousand two hundred and eighty-six dollars and forty-one
cents-quite an increase over the year before; still, the
board had been so liberal in its offe,r of premiums, that
but a small balance was left alter paying off the claims.
By electi•m the same board we,re continued in office,
and the fair decided to be held in Se1't..:mber, commencing on the twenty-second, and continuing four days. The
usual rain and cold weather proved no exception this
year. On Tuesday a cold. steady rain set in, and continued until Thursday evening; consequt·ntly a "damper" was thrown over everything, and the attendance"' ry
small-only six hundred member tickets were sold, and
a corresp mdingly small number of single admission
tickets.
The number of entries was very small, and
taken altogether, the st•ventrcnth year was not much of
a success. The total receipts from every source this
year only amounted tn fit'teen hundred and eighty-six
dollars,--- the total expenditures twelve hundrL·d and sixty-two doll~rs :111d nin, ty-one CL"nts, leaving only thrre
hundred and twenty-three dollars and nine cents with
which to pay the premiums awarded, and as a consequence, the board were c< )mpelled to "scale" the awards,
and settled by paying the enormous sun) of seventy dollars in premiums.
The officers for r869 were H. W. Dooley, president; J.
M. Daugherty, vice-president; Robert Williams, treasur-
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er; W. A. Swihart, secretary; William Campbell, Daniel
Peters, Levi Young, H. B. Vanausdal, W. H. Campbell,
J. B. Gentle, Thomas F. Stephens, and J. L. Chambers,
managers. This year there was so much dissatisfaction
over the amount of premiums paid at the last fair, that
the treasurer was ordered to publish a list of all moneys
received and paid out by him. It was determined to
hold the fair this year on the twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth,
and thirtieth of September, and October first, and it was
a decided success in every particular, not only in entries,
which numbered two thousand one hundred and forty,
but in attendance, which on Thursday was estimatl·d at
seven thousand. The total recei;>ts were three thousand
four hundred and ninety-one dollars and fifty-one cents,
being larger than ever, and the premium list this >·ear
was paid out in full.
We have thus far given a detailed account of nineteen
fairs in succession, and scarcity of time and want of
space will prevent us going into detail up to the present
time. With what we have written, a general idea can be
formed of the fairs of this county. Of course, the nearer
we approach the present time, the more successful are
the undertakings of the board. The subject is necessarily dull and uninteresting, owing to a similarity of the
subject matter running through the whole period over
which this article extends. Apologies are very seldom
allowable, but in the present instance we think it no
more than justice to say that the writer has labored under
great embarrassments in preparing this chapter, owing to
the fact that all of the records of the society, prior to
1859, were burned the preceding year, and he was unable to obtain any data except from a few old fair bills,
and what information he could obtain from old settlers
and members of the board. Matters of this kind naturally slip from the memory of the most careful person,
and in detailing the above incidents, and in giving some
of the dates, we possibly may have been in error, but if
we have we hope our apology above will cover all s~ch.
In conclusion, we wi!l add but few things concerning
the present condition of the society. It has continued
to hold, without intermission, a fair every year since
1869. At that time it was considerably in debt, owing
to its recent purchase of grounds, and the necessary impro;ement of the same. They erected a la;ge amphitheatre and floral hall a few years since, and in the
spring of 1879, when the following board took charge of
its affairs, they were about fifteen hundred dollars in
debt, and a great many improvements needed: J. N.
Lake, president; J. A. Kaylor, \'ice-president; Frank G.
Thompson, secretary; W. C. M. Brookins, treasurer;
Phillip Miller, Benjamin Deardorf, H. Maton, Abram
Vantrump, M. Disher, I>. Bixler, M. Swisher, Henry
Miller, Robert Bell, A. Yost, managers. Mr. P. Miller
was given charge of the grounds, and owing to his careful management and untiring industry, they were placed
in a condition far superior to what they had ever been
before.
The fair of this year was a grand success-so decided
by every one who attended it; the receipts were good,
the entries large, the attendance immeose, and the dis·

- - - - - -- play the finest ever witnessed at any fair. This year, by
the good financiering of the board, they were able to
place themselves free of debt, and once more commenced on a firm basis. To the energy displayed by
Mr. Miller, a great deal of the success of this year's exhibition is due.
The society was fortunate in selecting the present location; the grounds were beautifully situated, and have become valuable. There may ue largl·r county fair grounds
in the State, but none better adapted for holding a
county exhibition, and when the water from the flowing
wells near Eaton is carried to the grounds, which at the
present time is very strongly agitated, we can say, without fear of contradiction, that we will have the nicest
grounds in southern Ohio. And now the debt being removed, improved and more appropriate buildings can
shortly be erected, and the organization will be in such a
position that every member will not only appreciate, but
be proud of it, and in the next decade it will become
more efficient and consequently more useful and beneficial to the agriculturists, horticulturists, mechanics and
stock raisers of Preble county.

CHAPTER XVI.
THE PRESS.•

IT would be a difficult task--perhaps an impossible
one-to detail all the vicissitudes of the newspaper
press in this county. The first attempt to establish the
insti•.ution was made by Messrs. Blackburn & Daly, in
the year r8 r 6. They were young men of some energy
and brains, but without capital. Cornelius Vanausdal
furnished the means to buy an old style Ramage press
(perhaps the only style then known), and type enough
for the publication of a small sheet. With these materials was commellced the publication of the IVeslem
Telegraph, a weekly publication, on a demi-sheet. It is
very doubtful if there is a complete file of that paper in
existence at this time. Considering the paucity of mail
facilities existing at that time, the isolated situation of
the village, and the unsettled condition of the county,
the conjecture would not be unreasonable, that the paper
itself was of limited interest, and its patronage on the
same scale.
The publication did not continue very long under the
auspices of Messrs. Blackburn & Daly. 1\lr. Blackburn's
health failed, and he finally died of consumption, and
Mr. Daly was unable to continue the publication alone.
John A. Dalv, esq., was an Irishman by birth, highly educated, and a lawyer by profession. Soon after the failure of his newspaper enterprise he became deranged.
For many years he was, literally, a wanderer upon the
earth, roaming from place to place, as fancy might direct,
occasionally visiting this place. His last appearance here
*By Thomas]. Larsh, esq.
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was in the year 1827. His last departure from here was
toward the south-it was never known what became of
him. He was the elder brother of George \V. Daly, so
long known in this county as a school teacher.
After the failure of Blackburn & Daly, Mr. C. Vanausdal, who owned the printing materials, continued the
publication of the TVc:stem Telegraplz for some time on
his uwn account. Not being a practical printer, and the
income from the publication being vastly below the
outgo, and his mercantile affairs requiring all his time
and care, in a few months it was discontinued finally.
In the fall of I819 1\h. Vanausdal was elected to represent this county in the legislature of Ohio, and at the
same time Hon. Samuel Tizzard was elected a representative in the same body from Rdss county. While serving in that capacity these two gentlemen formed an
acquaintance; and Mr. Tizzard being a practical printer,
was induced to visit this place in the spring of I 82o,
with the view of a location here. The result of his visit
was, that he was so well pleased with the prospect, that
he purchased the printing office, and during the ensuing summer commenced the publication of the Eaton
Weekly Rt-gi'ster. It was for several years published on
a medium sheet, subsequently being enlarged from time
to time, as the patronage and necessities would justify.
The publication of the Register, under various changes
of proprietorship and editorship, has continued to the
present time-a period -of sixty years, and has always
been deemed the leading newspaper of the county. It
would probably not be of much interest to the reader of
the present day, to note all the changes and transfers of
ownership of the Regz'ster. It may be proper to say,
however, that Mr. Tizzard continued the publication up
to the year I8Jo, and then sold out to Mr. Enoch Edmonson, a young man, printer by trade, from Washington
city. Mr. Edmonson conducted the paper a couple of
years, and then made a trip to the east, to visit his home
and relatives, and on his return west, somewhere in the
Alleghany mountains, he was killed by the upsetting of
the stage coach.
After the death of Mr. Edmonson the paper changed
hands several times, but continued to be published uninterruptedly. During the year I 839 Mr. Tizzard ag1in
became its publisher, and so continued up to the time
of his death, which occurred in I 844. Succeeding this
event, WiiJiam B. Tizzard became proprietor, by whom
the publication was continued for some years, wl1en it
passed into the hands of William F. Albright. The next
propril!torship was that of Messrs. W. B. Tizzard and
Isaac S. Morris, under whose management and control
it continued until the year I874, when it passed into the
hands of W. F. Albright and Colonel Robert Williams,
under the name of W. F. Albright & Company. At
present (188o), it is published by W. F. Albright & Sons.
It is proper, and may be of interest, to say that Mr.
Albright has been connected with the Register office as
apprentice, journeyman, partner, or proprietor, for about
forty years, or more than the average length of human
life.
It will not be deemed out of place here, to recall the

namrs of those who have from time to time had control
of the editorial department of the Register. After the
elder Mr. Tizzard, and Mr. Edmonson, General G. D.
Hendricks conducted it some time. John Vanausdal,
esq., Francis A. Cunningham, esq., and Cornelius Duggins, each successively had control. David Johnson, W.
B. Tizzard, John P. Charles, esq., G. W. Thompson, esq.,
Thomas J. Larsh, esq., Isaac S. Morris, and Colonel
Robert Williams, also, for longer or shorter periods, occupied the editorial tripod. In addition to these parties,
each of the above named proprietorc; was to a considerable extent identified with the editorship.
In the year 1827, the publication of The Star in the
West was commenced in the Regz'ster office-Samuel Tizzard publisher, Rev. Jonathan Kidwell and Dr. Daniel
D. Hall editors. This was a religious paper, published
monthly, in the interest, and to propagate the doctrines
of Universalism. The publication of the Star was continued here, in its original form (eight medium octavo
pages), for three or four years, and was then removed to
the city of Cincinnati. There it was pretty soon consolidated with a similar publication called the Senli11el,
and became a weekly paper. It has continued to be
published there, with one or two short migrations, to the
present time, and has long been considered one of the
leading journ:rls of the Univ·~rsalist denomination.
In the beginning of the year 1840, in the midst of the
heated political contest of that year, between the Whig
and Democratic parties, an association, or stock company, was organized, a press and type purchased, and the
publication of the Eaton Democrat commenced. Many
changes of publishers and edifors, frequent interruptions
of continuity-some longer, some shorter-and various
vicissitudes have attended the issue of the Democrat. A
short time after the close of the war of the Rebellion, the
establishment came into the possession of L. G. Gould,
since which time its issue has been uninterrupted. It is
printed on a large imperial sheet, has a liberal advertising patronage, and its editorial department is conducted
with considerable ability. It manifests evidence of prosperity and permanence and exerts a fair share of influence upon the business prosperity of the country.
Frequent efforts have been made, from time to time,
for the establishment of other newspaper enterprises both
here, at the county seat, and at other points in the county,
sometimes with evanescent show of success, but usually
with feeble and short-lived vitality. There is at this
time, however, a newspaper, published at the village of
Camden, by Mr. E. M. Kennedy, called The Gazelle,
which gives promise of greater permanency than some of
its predecessors. .The first number of this paper appeared January 15th, 188o, and was published by E. M.
and L. E. Kennedy.
The policy which has ruled in the conduct of the paper, has been that which aimed at the production of a
good, newsy local paper, devoted to the interests of
Camden and Preble county, and eschewing politics.
The circulation of the Gaulle has been very general
throughout the southern part of the county, and reasonably good in all parts of Preble and in adjoining coun-
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ties. It has a circulation of about six hundred copies.
The paper was published every Thursday by E. M. & L.
E. Kennedy until July 10, 188o, when L. E. Kennedy
retired from the firm. Since then, the paper has been
carried on by E. M. Kennedy. It is an eight-column
folio, ready print outside. The size of the paper, its
advertising patronage, the ability displayed in its editorial
department, its mechanical execution, all bear testimony
to enterprise in the management, and are the harbingers
of stability.
As an interesting historical fact, it may be stated that
in the year 1824, an original school arithmetic was printed
in the Register office, compiled by John Graham, calle?
"Graham's New Arithmetic," which was the first publication of the kind in America that entirely omitted men·
tion of sterling money, or the English system of computing money by pounds, shillings and pence. This work
\\'as the most extensive job of book printing ever done
in the county. The letter press was on small pica and
long primer type, and the press work done on an old
Ramage or screw press, at the rate of two hundred and
fifty sheets per hour, with the labor of two men, the
forms being inked with old style buckskin balls.
It may be truthfully said, that the patronage extended
to the newspaper press, by the citizens of this county,
has always been liberal. Not only the home papers have
been reasonably well sustained, but a very large number
of leading journals of Cincinnati and the eastern cities
have always been taken in the county. Our people are
distinctly a reading and intelligent people; and it would
be difficult to find, anywhere in or out of the State, an
equal number of newspapers taken and read by an equal
population.
..
.
Here we might descant upon the utlhty and tnfluence
of the newspaper press, but it is a hackneyed theme,
and we could only repeat what has been a thousand
times said before, and in better phrase than we could
use. Without intelligence and virtue, no people can become prosperous, or make the best of life. Especially
in a Republican form of government is it important that
virtue and intelligence should pervade all classes, from
the highest to the lowest. Only where ignorance and
superstition predominate with the masses, can the arts
of the demagogue be successfully wielded. The fathers
of the Republic understood this matter thoroughly, and
made liberal provision, wherever possible, for the education of the whole people. In the first organic law of
our State it is declared that the security of liberty is in
the virtue and intelligence of the people, therefore ample
provision shall be made by the State for the educat~on
of all the youth of the State. The newspaper, dealmg
as it does with the current events and transactions of
to-day, and discussing the questions of 1:re~ent daily
moment and importance, affords a truly md1spensable
medium of enlightenment and knowledge. The family
or community that enjoys the advantage<; of a well conducted newspaper, is always far in advance, in point oi
intelligence and prosperity, of one deprive.d of such advantage. Besides its superiority as a mediUm of e~uca
tion, it is the cheapest source of knowledge ever enJoyed
9
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by any people. Remote be the day when our newspaper
press shall descend from the standard of excellence
which it at present occupies; and may the time speedily
arrive, when the poorest cottage and the grandest mansion shall alike be supplied with the well conducted
daily journal.

CHAPTER XVII.
THEPREBLECOUNTYBA~·

PREJ.DIIl\ARV to any account of the members of the
bar of Preble county, it would not be out of the way to
notice the organization of the courts. From the records
it appears that the first court of common pleas held in
Preble countv convened at the house of Samuel Hawkins • in the t~wn of Eaton, on the twenty-third day of
August, 18o8. Hon. Francis Dunlavy, of Lebanon, was
the president, and James I. Nesbit, John Merony, and
Tohn C. Irvin, associate judges; Alexander C. Lanier,
~Jerk pro /em.; Samuei l\litchell, coroner and acting
sheriff.
Joshua Collet, of Cincinnati, was appointed prosecuting attorney for the term. Alexander C. Lanier was appointed permanent clerk.
The following are the names of the first grand jury
empanclled in Preble county:
John Halderman,
George l\1axfield, William Milner, Simeon Van Winkle,
Smith Charles, Hezekiah Hardesty, William Goodwin,
Hezeki~h Phillips, James White, Henry Kisling, John
Pottenger, William Sellers, Isaac Patton, Samuel Holliday, John Ware.
At the time this court was held there was no attorney
resident of the county.
In fact, it was several years
thereafter before one was located here. Attorneys from
Dayton, I ,ebanon, Hamilton, and Cincinnati, usually
came here with the courts, attended to the business of
the term, and returned to their respective places of abode.
No records exist from which a catalogue of such attorneys could be derived. The following, among others,
are remembered as pretty constant attendants at the
courts of this county, viz.: Joseph H. Crane, Henry
Stoddard, Peter Odlin, Geo. B. Holt, Thos. Ross, Jacobus Halleck, John Woods, Nicholas Longworth, Jacob
Burnet, Joshua Collet, Warren Munger, Joseph H.
Benham, John l\lcLain, Charles Hammond, and others.
These names present an array of legal talent and forensic
ahilitv that will compare favorably with that of any other
equal number to be found in any other state in the
Union.
Nearly all of these lawyers acquired national
reputation; and. it is not too much to say, that some of
them, at least, occupy the very front rank in public estimation, as to talent and ability as lawyers, orators, and
statesmen.
The first attorney who made a home in Eaton was
- - - --·--- - -- - - *By Thos.

J.

l~ush, l'S'J.
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John A. Daley, esq., mentioned in another place, in the
history of the newspaper press of the county. The next
member of the bar claiming our attention is
DAVID F. HEATO!\', ESQ., who was born in Mason
county, Kentucky, on the thirtieth of June, I 792. Nothing
is known of his parents, except that they were emigrants
from the State of New Jersey; but whether natives of
that or of one of the more eastern States is not known.
It is to be inferred from the subsequent career of Mr.
Heaton, that his parents were not blessed (or cursed)
with a superabundance of this world's goods, hut they
were at least able to give him such an education as the
very meagre facilities of that day furnished. When it is
rememben.:d that during his childhood and youth, almost
the entire State of Ohio, together with the whole of the
Northwestern territories, comprising the States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and all beyond the great
"Father of waters," was an unbroken wilderness, where
roamed the wild elk, buffalo, deer, wolf, and the equally
wild and savage red man, it will readily be understood
that schools, and means of instruction in the liberal arts
and sciences, were few and imperfect.
In early life Mr. Fleaton was apprenticed to the tailoring business, which occupation he followed only a few
years. Vlhen about twenty years of age he went to
Franklinton, Ohio, and opened a shop for the prosecution of his trade. He had not long resided at that
place, however, when he was offered a position on the
staff of General McArthur, commander of the troops
called into the service of the United States during the War
of I 8 I 2 with Great Britain, and attached to the Northwestern army. This was in the year I 8 I 3, or beginning
of I8I4. He made one or two campaigns in the Northwest during that war, undergoing all the dangers, hardships, and suffering incidel]t to a campaign in the wilderness, and swamps, and fastnesses, over which the armies
had to pass to strike the enemy. A few-alas ! how
few-of the participants in those fatiguing and dangerous
exploits yet linger amongst us, and only they can understand and appreciate the hardihood, endurance, lzeroi'sm
indeed, required to achieve what was accomplished by
the Northwestern armies during that war.
From the fact that immediately after the war Mr.
Heaton located himself at Lebanon, in Warren county,
it is conjectured that in his campaigns he made the
acquaintance and formed intimate friendships with some
of the leading men of that then prominent place. Here
he engaged in the study of law, in the office of the late
Thomas Ross, esq., who was at that time, and ever
afterwards, one of the leading lawyers of the State. He
had for a fellow student the late Governor Thomas
Corwin, who read law at the same time and under the
!>ame preceptor. About the close of the year 18I6, or
beginning of I8q, Mr. Heaton was admitted to the bar,
and soon afterwards located at Eaton to practice his
profession.
Anterior to the settlement here of Mr. Heaton, all the
legal business in the courts of the county was transacted
by members of the bar from adjoining counties. The
courts of that day, be it understood, were quite different

from those of the present day. Courts at that day were
held by a president or circuit judge, and three associates.
The circuit judge was elected by the legislature, and was
uniformly chosen on account of his erudition as a lawyer,
and his urbanity and dignity of deportment. The associate judges were chosea by the legislature, also, and
were generally the best informed, most sensible, and
most highly esteemed farmers or mechanics of the county.
For many years after the organization of the county, the
courts seldom, if ever, occupied more than two or thr ~e
days at a session or term. The business of the term was
judiciously arranged and transacted promptly. The
judges not being dependent upon popular elections for
their places, were not careful to cot~ci'li'ate 7•otes rather
than a faithful and diligent discharge of their duties.
On the nineteenth day of September, I 817, as appears upon the records of the court, David F. Heaton
was appointed prosecuting attorney for the county, and
on the seventh day of September, I 818, the board of
county commissioners granted him an order upon the
county treasury for fifty-three dollars and thirty-three
cents, to compensate him for his services for one year.
Mr. Heaton continued in the office of prosecuting attorney, by re-appointments or election, for some eight or ten
years. The office at that day was not lucrative, but was
desirable only as an endorsement and recommendation,
so to speak, for other legal business.
On the thirtieth day of April, I8I8, Mr. Heaton was
married to Miss Celia Coggswell, daughter of Dr. Coggswell, of Kentucky, and sister-in-law of Dr. Walter Buel,
then a citizen of Eaton. .Miss Coggswell was a beautiful, refined, and highly accomplished young lady, and
was universally recognized and spoken of by the people of that day, as of surpassing beauty of person and
loveliness of character. She, however, lived less than a
year after marriage, and died March I o, I 8 I 9· .1\-lr.
Heaton's second wife was Miss Mira Shannon, of Lebanon, Ohio, to whom he was married, iri the month of
November, I 82o, and with whom he lived fifty-one
years.
At the October election, in the year 1824, Mr. Heaton
was elected a member of the senate of Ohio, from the
district comprising this county and all the counties on
the north of it to the Michigan line. In 1827 he was
elected a member of the house of representatives from
this county, and in I 828 was again elected to the senate,
to which he was re-elected in I 830, thus serving six years
in the senate, and one year in the house of representatatives of the legislature of the State. He always took
an active interest in the politics of the country, and wrote
many able articles for the papers in advocacy of his particular views. He was an ardent admirer of Henry
Clay, and was earnest and untiring in advocacy of the
claims of the Great Commoner to the Pre:;idency in
1824.
Being of an active, persistent, and earnest
nature, he was able to impress his particular views and
opinions, to a very marked extent, upon the people with
whom he came in contact. His unbounded admiration
for Henry Clay, and his views of governmental policy,
were consequently to a large extent propagated among
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the then citizens of the county; and it is not too much
to say that the continuous ascendancy of Whig and Republican principles in this county is very considerably attributable to the efforts, at that early day, of David F.
Heaton.
In the legislature he was a diligent worker, ever striving to carry forward measures for the advancement of the
interest of ·his immediate constituents, and of the State
at large. Many leading and important State roads,
traversing the then almost ~nbroken wilderness ofthe
northwestern counties of the State, owe their existence
to the foresight, energy, and diligent labors of Mr. Heaton. These roads, thus opened up by the bounty of the
State, became avenues for emigration and forerunners of
civilization.
About the year 1836 Mr. Heaton removed to Washington city. For some two or three years previousiy he
had passed most of his time in that city, whilst his family still remained here. Prior to the removal of his family, he had received an appointment to a clerkship in the
land office department of the general Government, and
was assigned to the bureau of Virginia military land
claims. He remained in this position until I845, when
he returned to Ohio, taking up his residence at Portsmouth, in Scioto county, where he again resumed the
practice of his profession. Whilst in the land office department at Washington, he became thoroughly conversant with the Jaws and rules regulating land titles in
the Virginia military land district, and was thus enabled
at once to enter upon an extensive and lucrative practice in Scioto and adjoining counties. In the year I 838,
whilst residing in Washington city, he had been admitted
to practice in the several United States courts.
Mr. Heaton died at Portsmouth on the third day of
November, I871, in the eightieth year of his age. One
son-Leonidas Heaton, esq., of Portsmouth-and his
wife survived him. ·
Lawyer Heaton was below a medium size- indeed
might be called small in person, not weighing, in the
prime of life, above one hundred and twenty-five to one
hundred and thirty pounds. He was a symmetrically
proportioned man, muscles well knit, straight, elastic,
and active as a cat. There were but few men of his day
who could outrun him, or beat him leaping, or throw
him in a wrestle. · He was very fond of feats of activity,
and delighted in gunning and the sports of the field and
forest. In his personal habits, he was fastidiously neat
and particular, and it was a very rare occurrence to find
him, at home or abroad, alone or in company, in slovenly attire. He was extremely social in disposition, fond
of jokes and hilarity, and an excellent conversationalist.
In his youthful days, it was the prevalent fashion for
men of any pretension to wear their hair in a cue, which
style he adopted, and adhered to it for many long years
after the custom had been abandoned by all others.
The style was very common during and directly after
the close of the War of I812, but has long since entirely
disappeared. There are, perhaps, a few persons yet
alive who remember to have seen Mr. Heaton, Judge
Holt, and perhaps one or two others, at the Eaton bar,

wearing cues up to the year I824 or 1825- but Mr.
Heaton continued the practice much later.
David F. Heaton, esq., saw and knew, and was an active parti~ipant in the wonderful and amazing progress
of the State of Ohio for a period of about sixty years.
When he arrived in the State, no more than sixty years
prior to his decease, i'ts population, confined mostly to its
southern and eastern borders, but little exceeded one
hundred thousand souls, and at the day of his death
was but little short of three millions-increasing almost
thirty fold in that short period. In material development, and the advancement of all the arts of civilization, the progress was still more marked and wonderful.
Those who have lived long enough to compare the present condition with that of sixty years ago, can appreciate the tremendous development that has been wrought
by the busy hands and earnest purpose of the hardy pioneers of the west.
CEPHAS D. MoRRIS, ESQ. - On the thirtieth day of June,
A. D., r82 I, Cephas D. Morris was admitted to the bar,
as attorney and counsellor at Jaw, by the supreme court
setting for Preble county. Nothing is known of his
history.
JONES A. MENDALL.--On the twentieth day of June,
A. D., I823, Jones A. Mendall was admitted to the bar,
etc. Mr. Mendall was a native of the State of Connecticut, born about the beginning of the present century.
He was a ripe scholar, a graduate, it is believed, ot Yale
college, and of uncommonly bright intellect. He came
to this county, and taught school in the neighborhood of
Judge Van Ausdal, in Lanier township, during the winter of I 82o-2 1. His superior ability and qualifications
as a teacher very soon attracted the attention of the people throughout a wide scope of country; and the result
was that he very soon had a large cla;;s of young men in
his school, earnest seekers after knowledge, gathered
from various parts of the county. Mr. Mendall was so
popular as a teacher, that his patrons insisted that he
should teach a second term the next winter (r821 -22).
He was patronized in this second school by most of the
same pupils that attended the first one, with several additional young men. No more successful school was
ever taught in the county; and there yet linger, here and
there, some of the old boys who look back with delight
upon the time spent under the tutelage of Master Mendall.
In the summer of r82I, whilst reading law in the
office of Lawyer Heaton, Mr. Mendall was prevailed on
to take a class of thirteen boys, from the ages of twelve
to eighteen years, instructing them in Latin and Greek
and English composition. This class was conducted in
one of the upper rooms of the old court-house. The
teacher: was most diligent in his duties, and the pupils,
without an exception, made most rapid progress. The
following are the names of the members of this class, so
far as now remembered, viz: John Van Doren, John
VanAusdal (son of Judge Peter Van Ausdal), William
Worthington, Jacob Monfort, John L. Bruce, Newton
Larsh, Thomas J. Larsh, Joseph S. Hawkins, George
Miller, Felix Marsh, Harvey Buell-the only one of
whom now living is Thomas J. Larsh,· esq.
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Before his admission to the bar Mr. Mendall made a
active and zealous politician, and after a few years service
journey of exploration into the States of Indiana and 1 in public offices paid but little attention to the practice of
Illinois, being absent several months. Soon af~er adhis profession. He was ardent, sagacious, incisive, permission he again went west, and it was reported that he
sistent and tireless as a politician; and perhaps few men
located in one of the Wabash counties. He never rein the county ever wielded a greater influence than he
turned to this county, nor was any authentic information
did when at the summit of his popularity. He had many
received from him. As his health was rather delicate,
friends who were warmly attached to him, and toward
and he was somewhat reckless in his habits, it may reawhom he w:~s equally devoted. He was esteemed a
faithful friend and an unrelenting foe.
sonably be conjectured that his life was not long.
LAZURCS MILLER, esq., a native of Greene county, and
Some little time after being removed from the post
office the second time, which occurred under the Tyler
who had read law and been admitted to the bar at Xenia,
Ohio, came to Eaton late in the year I 821, and estab- . administration, Mr. Miller left this county, and removed
lished himself in the practice of the law. He was at 1 with his family to Warren county, Indiana. He was in
that time quite a young man, perhaps not above twentyhis new home not above a couple of years until he was
elected auditor of that county. He w:~s retained in said
two or twenty-three years of age, and unmarried. The
office until his death, which occurred some three or four
profession of law at that date was by no means a lucrayears after his first election.
tive one.
Mr. :Miller very soon secured a reasonable
share of the sparse business of the courts, and won the
JoH~ C. ;'vlcMANcs, ESQ., who was the third attorney
confidence and esteem of the commumty.
at the Eaton b:~r, and really the second one permanently
located here, was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania,
On the second day of January, 1823, Mr. Miller was
near the city of Chambersburgh, on the twelfth day of
married to Miss Fanny Buel, daughter of Dr. Walter
~farch, 1787. His parents came from Ireland only a
Buel, the first physician located in Eaton.
year or two prior to his birth. The Northwestern TerriOn the twenty-ninth day of October, I 824, the county
tory at that time presenting great inducements to emicommissioners appointed Mr. Miller to the office of audgration,
his parents left Pennsylvania when John was not
itor of Preble county, to fill out the unexpired term of
above five or six years old, and located in one of the ·
John G. Jamieson, esq., who, having been then recently
eastern counties of Ohio, perhaps Carroll or Trumbull.
elected to the State senate, had that day resigned said
office of auditor. He immediately entered upon the disHere young :Mcl\Ianus, eager for the acquirement of
knowledge, availed himself of every facility within his
charge of the duties of the said office, and also continued
reach for the attainment of an education; and so well
in the practice of his profession. At the October election, 1826, he was re-elected to the same office, for the
did he profit by the meagre opportunities presented that
at the early age of nineteen years he received an apterm of two years from the first Monday of :March, I827;
pointment from the Government to survey a district of
and at the October election, 1828, he was again re-elected
public lands in the then Territory of Illinois. On the
to the same office for the term of two years from the first
completion of this engagement, say about the year 1 8o8,
Monday of March, 1829.
During the whole period of his occupancy of said of- he went to the village of Schenectady, in the State of
New York, at which place there then existed an academfice he performed the duties thereof promptly, efficiently,
ical school of ~-ome repute, where he remained long
and to the entire satisfaction of the public and those havenough to complete his classical studies and also to read
ing business therewith. Having been elected at the Octlaw. He was called to the bar early in the year 1812,
ober election, I83o, a member of the house of repsesentand soon thereafter returned to the west and located at
atives in the legislature of Ohio, he thereupon resigned
the said offic~ of auditor, and John C. Mdlanus, esq.,
the growing city of Cincinnat~ for the purpose of engagwas appointed to fill out the unexpired term until the ening in the practiGe of his profession. The young and
suing March. Having served in the legislature during
ardent patriot had not been long in this new field of
enterprise until the surrender of General Hull, at Dethe session of 1830-31 acceptably to his constituents he
troit, aroused the zeal and ambition of the young men
was re-elected to the same office, October, 1831. As a
legislator Mr. Miller was laborious and efficient, prompt
of the western country as perhaps no other e\·ent could
have done; and it soon found him enrolled as a volunin attending to the interests of his cohstituents, and seteer in a company of mounted riflemen, organized at
curing the confidence of his colleagues.
Cincinnati for the Northwestern army. He had scarcely
At the October election in 1832, he was again elected
to the office of auditor of the county, his term to com- got into the field of active service until his superior
business qualifications attracted the attention of his
mence on the first Monday of March, 1833, and was concommanders, and he was at once employed in the office
tinued in said office by subsequent re-elections until the
of the adjutant general; and for some time he served as
first Monday of March, 184I, when he was succeeded
adjutant of his regiment. Duri11g the succeeding year,
by Hiram Jones, esq., who had been elected to said
he was upon the regimental or brigade staff, either in
office at the preceding October election. Subsequently
the adjutant's or quartermaster's departments, and acMr. Miller was twice appointed to the office of postmaster
quitt~d himself to the entire satisfaction of his superior
of Eaton, but on account of political complications, and
officers and with credit to himself.
perhaps personal animosities, he was each time removed
About the close of the war, or in the latter part of the
after a few months incumbency. Mr. Miller was a very
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county, and again engaged in the practice of law.
Whilst here, in common with other members of the bar, '
it was his custom to "travel the circuit," attending the
courts in this county, as also those in Warren, Montgomery and other counties of the district. This was a laborious and by no means lucrative phase of his professional
career. The attorney of that day who travelled the circuit was compelled to go on horseback, there being no
such thing known as a public conveyance, and the roads
for the most part being impracticable for private car·
riages. It was then a hard day's travel, for both horse
and man, to make the journey from Hamilton to Eaton,
often consuming part of the night as well as of the day.
There was no great amount of litigation in any of these
sparsely settled counties at that day, and it was not every
attorney who got even a single fee at every court which
he attended.
In February, IBIS, Mr. .McManus was married to
.Miss Catharine Miley, whose parents resided near the
Miami river, about midway between Hamilton and Middletown. He continued to reside in Hamilton, pursuing
his professional labors, until the year I 818. In the
spring of that year he removed to Eaton, being the second attorney located in the county, David F. Heaton,
esq., having preceded him by less than a year. It is
true that John A. Daley was also temporarily here before
Mr. .McManus, but it is doubtful whether he ever engaged
in the practice of the law here; at any rate he was here
but a short time.
At this time Mr. McManus remained here only about
a year and a half, when the death of both the parents of
his wife made it necessary for him to return to Butler
county, to take care of the farm and settle the estate and
business of his deceased father-in-law. In the spring of
1823, he returned to Preble county-this time locating
himself in the unbroken wilderness of Jackson township,
just on the western border of the "Rich Woods,'' on the
same farm on which he continued to reside the remainder of his days, and which is yet occupied by his aged
widow. Few people of the present day can appreciate
· the amount of labor, deprivation, suffering, self-sacrifice,
and stern endurance involved in the opening up and establishing of a home in the heavy forests with which
this county was originally covered. When he located on
this farm, there was not "a stick amiss"-no road to itno neighbor near it--no attraction about it but the prospect of making a home, where he might rear his family
in credit, and pass the closing years of his life in peace.
Mr. McManus being an excellent, practical surveyor,
he soon found occasional employment in that line. As
such, he located and surveyed a great many of the
county roads which traverse the county in various directions. He also served in the office of county surveyor
some five years or so, and still continued to practice in
the courts of the county. In the month of October,
1830, he was appointed by the board of county commissioners, to the office of auditor of the county, on the resignation of Lazarus Miller, esq., who had been elected
a member of the legislature. In the year 1833, he was

- --- - - ---- ---elected to the office of prosecuting attorney of the
county, in which office he served but a single term, dedining a re-election. He was ~everal times elected to
the office of justice of the peace in his township, serving
in that capacity some twenty years-seventeen of which
were continuous, immediately preceding his death.
Esquire McManu.> died on the twenty ninth day of
December, 1852, aged sixty-five years, nine months and
fifteen days, and was interred in the cemetery near his
residence, on the farm of Mr. William Frame. By his
kindness of heart, uniform urbanity, and uprightness of
conduct, he had gained the respect and esteem of all,
and died much regretted.
It is not our purpose to indite an eulogy upon the
character of Mr. McManus. As one of the pioneer attorneys of the county, and of the west, he is entitled to
a prominent place in the history of his times. As an attorney, he was far more learned in the law than brilliant
as an advocate. His education was equal to that of any
of his compeers, and he was always in the front rank of
the advocates and promoters of common school education. He taught school for many winters subsequently
to his location in Jackson township-not unfrequently
teaching at a distance of three or folli' miles from his
home, and walking the distance, back and forth, every
day. Among his neighbors he was esteemed almost an
oracle ; and it is greatly to his credit that he was frequently instrumental in reconciling misunderstandings
between neighbors, settling difficulties, and suppressing
litigation.
A distinguishing trait of his character was his love of
literature, displayed in endeavors to promote and disseminate education and knowledge among the rising
generation. He let pass no opportunity to encourage
the young in their efforts for improvement and the acquisition of knowledge; and was always ready to hear
recitations, without fee or reward, of the young men of
his acquaintance who were pursuing the study of the
higher branches of learning, particularly in classic lore
and the mathematics.
Mr. McManus' parents being Presbyterians, necessarily
he was reared in that faith; but some few years before
the close of his life he attached himself to the Methodist
church, and continued a faithful and consistent follower
of Christ to the day of his death, departing in full faith
of a blessed immortality.
HoN. JosEPH H. CRANE.-Although this gentleman
was never a citizen of Eaton or Preble county, but from
the fact that he attended the first court ever held in the
county, and was a constant attendant of the courts, and
a regular practitioner at its bar, up to the year I8q, and
then for seven years president judge of the court of common pleas of the county, it is deemed proper to insert
the following sketch, prepared by the late Judge Abner
Haines, and published in the county papers in the year
I87s:
Hon. Joseph H . 'Crane was born in the State of New
Jersey, in the year 1778. His father was a Revolutionary soldier, and consequently an ardent Whig, in the
struggle of the colonies for independence. He was
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Crane was elected president judge of the distri~t which
badly wounded at the battle ot Monmouth, but lived to
comprised the counties of Montgomery and Preble, with
a good old age, and was peacefully gathered home, after
others, and served on the bench many years. In that
having lived to see the country, for which he had periled
his life, an independent and prosperous nation. Thus it , capacity he gave universal satisfaction, and as a jurist his
decisions commanded respect throughout the,State. He
will be seen that the subject of th1s sketch descended
continued in this office until the year 1827, when he was
from a noble and patriotic ancestry. Mr. Crane received
a collegiate education in his native state; where also he
succeeded by George B. Holt, esq. By changes in the
judicial district, however, Preble county was not in Judge
read law, and was admitted to the bar in the year 1798.
Immediately thereafter he came to the then "Northwest- 1 Crane's circuit during part of his incumbency, but was
ern Territory," and for a short period was located at Cinin that of Judge Joshua Collet.
cinnati, then an insignificant village on the bank of the
At the October election, 1828, Judge Crane was elected
a representative in the Congress of the United States,
Ohio river. He afterward located permanently at Dayand took his seat in that body on the first Monday of
ton, Montgomery county, where he resided during the
December, 1829. He was re-elected to that office three
Dayton had then just
remainder of his eventful life.
times serving to the close of the Twenty-fourth Congress,
been laid out, and contained but a few dozen families,
and Mr. Crane was one of the first lawyers who settled
March 3, 1837· He rated as a valuable member and
safe counselor among the national representatives. He
in practice at that place. It was then scarcely a town,
was not brilliant as an advocate or speaker, but a plain,
for its now·uroad and magnificent streets existed only on
forcible,
logical, influential reasoner. A general scholar,
paper, and the site could only be traced by a line of
he was not specially preeminent in any one thing; at the
blazed trees in the wilderness. The primitive forest
same time was weak in nothing. \Vith an evenly baltrees then towered high over the locality, and extended
anced mind, his character predominated in all that was
their long boughs over the sluggish waters of the great
The natural scenery of the locality was
good and reputable among men.
Where he was well
Miami river.
grand and magnificent in the eyes of the hopeful young
known his great worth and character gave him as much
attorney from New Jersey, and the surroundings must
weight before the court and jury as anything he could possibly say. Preeminently a good man, he commanded the
have been delightful to him.
confidence and respect of all persons with whom he
Mr. Crane was a diligent student, and by close appliassociated. Possessing fine conversational powers, he decation and the aid of a retentive memory, he became a
lighted in the associations of his fellow men, and espefine lawyer-not so much as an advocate, but as a safe
cially with members of the bar on the circuit. Wherand judicious lawyer and practitioner. He was a thorever he appeared, his dignified bearing and manners gave
ough master of the science of pleading at common law,
and consequently his forms were used as precedents
a tone to society, and by a chaste and modest mien, he was
an ornament to the profession. Open and candid in his
throughout the circuit, and for many years he never missed
a court in Preble county.
Throughout the circuit he
manners, he detested anything mean, either in or out of
the court room. Judge Crane in early life became a
was as well known in one locality as in another, and
member of the Episcopal church, and died at an adwherever known he was greatly respected, not only by
vanced age, at Dayton, Ohio.
the profession, but by all with whom he associated.
In person Judge Crane was over six feet high, large
As a correct business lawyer he had but few equals
and no superiors in the State; but he was extremely mod- and portly, of sanguine temperament and florid complexion. Although somewhat nearsighted in youth, his eyeerate in his charges, and neglectful in his collections. He
sight did nut fail him in his declining years, and he never
had a large practice, but derived a very small income
used glasses. Slightly bald, with a fine forehead, and
from it in proportion to the amount of business he did.
medium sized brain, large and well proportioned, and
Other attorneys, with half the practice of Mr. Crane,
received a larger income than he did. As he advanced
courtly in appearance, he presented the true type of an
in age he was looked upon as the father of the Miami
American gentleman in every sense of the word.
l\fAJOR ALEXANDER C. LANIER.-Although Major Labar. In all matters of professional etiquette he was the
umpire, and to his decisions the bar yielded a hearty asnier was not an attorney at law, yet as having been one of
sent. His special care and supervision were parentally exthe pioneers of Eaton, the first clerk of the board of comtended over the younger members of the profession
missioners of the county, and the first clerk of the
throughout the circuit; and whenever he observed one
courts, which office he continued to fill until he removed
in a tight place, either before the court or jury, he always
from the county in 1817, the same corsiderations that
came to his assistance with fatherly care and attention.
induce us to include Judge Crane in our sketches, also
This sort of interference on his part was borne by the
equally justify the following notice of Major Lanier:
· Alexander Chalmers Lanier was born in Beaufort
bar without the least objection, as each one of them in
turn had received the like fatherly care and attention
county, North Carolina, January 31, A. D. 1779· His
mother's maiden name was Sarah Chalmers. She was
from him on similar occasions. He was a generous coworker throughout the circuit for the young members of nearly related to the Chalmers family in Scotland, of
which Dr. Chalmers, the celebrated divine, was afterthe profession, in giving advice and drawing up their
pleadings gratuitously.
ward a member.
Major Lanier's first paternal ancestor in this country
At the session of the legislature for 1816-q Mr.
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was Thomas Lanier, a Huguenot of Bordeaux, France,
who had been driven out of that country by religious
persecution, near the close of the seventeenth century.
He first emigrated to England, and came from that
country to this in company with John Washington, or
about the same time that he came. He subsequently
married Elizabeth, a daughter of John Washington, and
ultimately settled in North Carolina. The colonial records at Richmond, Virginia, show several grants of land
to Thomas Lanier, by the crown of England, in the
counties of Brunswick and Lunenburg, in that state. In
his native country he was a man of high social position,
and possessed a large estate, a considerable portion of
which he managed to bring away with him, although it
was confiscated by law.
Lewis I~1nier, a grandson of
Thomas Lanier, and the grandfather of Major Lanier,
married a Miss Ball, who was the sister of General
Washington's mother. James Lanier, who was a child
of this marriage, and the father of Major Lanier (his only
child), was a planter. He was a cultivated gentleman,
energetic and public spirited, and took an active part in
the war of Independence, serving through the whole of
it as captain in Colonel William \Vashington's regiment
of light cavalry, which was particularly distinguished for
its efficient service in some of the hardest fought battles
of the Revolution. It may here be observed that many
of the best men of the old colonial times were of Huguenot faith and descent. Their influence can be traced in
the spirit of the Declaration of Independence, and their
valor was conspicuous on many weB-contested fields.
Louis XIV, by his persecutions, drove the Huguenots
from his kingdom, but their spirit returned with increased
power from America to inflame the French revolution,
which hurled his successor from his throne.
Major Lanier's father, Captain James Lanier,. served
in General Anthony Wayne's campaign against the northwestern Indians, which not only avenged the defeat of
General St. Clair, but completely destroyed the power of
the hostile savages, and for the first time gave peace to,
and prepared the way for, the settlement of the great
:'lfississippi valley.
l\lajor Lanier married Druzilla Doughty, a native of
Virginia. In Washington, Beaufort county, North Carolina, was born to them a son, James Franklin Doughty
Lanier, their only child, who is now the senior partner in
the long-established banking-house of Winslow, Lanier
& Co., New York city. In 1802 Major Lanier, with his
wife and son, emigrated to Bourbon county, Kentucky.
There he invested much of his means in lands, which he
lost by the defect of title, with which so much of the
lands in that state-was at that time clouded, and which
produced such wide-spread disaster and ruin. In consequence of these losses, in 1807 he removed to Eaton,
Preble county.
Upon reaching Cincinnati, on his way hither, he manumitted two valuable family slaves-the only ones he
ever held He was prohibited by the laws of Kentucky
from manumitting them there.
These slaves constituted quite a considerable portion of his worldly wealth
at that time. He afterwards had the satisfaction of see-

ing them become useful and respected citizens in their
condition of freedom .
As previously indicated, Major Lanier served as clerk
of the courts from the time of the organization of the
county until his removal to Indiana in 18q. Upon the
breaking out of the War of 1812 he entered the army, and
served until its close. He served under General Harrison, with the rank of major, in his northwestern campaign, and had in charge a long line of defences, extending
westerly from Lake Erie and following up the valley of the
Maumee, the most important of which was Fort Wayne,
named in honor of General Wayne, under whom the
major's father had served. Major Lanier's health was
so much impaired by the exposure and fatigue of his
military service that he was not afterwards able to engage in business to any considerable extent.
He removed to Madison, Indiana, in 18q. That state had
been admitted into the Union the preceding year, and
contained about sixty thousand inhabitants, mostly scattered very sparsely over the southern portion of its territory. At that time the Indian title to the soil had been
extinguished only about twenty miles north of Madison.
General Harrison in many ways manifested his high
estimation of Major L1nier. His friendship for the
father was also shown in acts of kindness for the son,
(J. F. D.) who, when a little fellow of fourteen years of
age, he invited to be with him and occupy a part of his
tent at the important treaty he held with the Indians at
Greenville, Ohio ; and long years afterwards, after the
general's election to the presidency, and before his
departure for Washington to enter upon the discharge of
the duties of his office, he went to Madison and passed
several days at the house of the son of his old friend, in
a vain hope of securing some respite from the importunities of hungry office seekers.
The good example of industry and probity which Major
Lamer's life afforded, no doubt ha_d great influence in
moulding the character of his son, J. F. D. Lanier, who
after practicing law some years successfully, at Madison,
became prominently connected with the State Bank of
Indiana. Subsequently he removed to the city of New
York, and was there for many years in the banking house
of Winslow, Lanier & Co., engaged in negotiating western
railroad securities ; and by his care, energy and success
in this business, contributed greatly to the' construction
of that net-work of railroads which are now of such
infinite value to the West. And although J. F. D. Lanier
was too old, when the war of the Rebellion broke out, to
take an active part in the field, as his ancestors had done
in former wars, yet he was prompt to aid with his means
the patriotic cause.
During the war, when on account of political complication, the financial affairs were in a most embarrassed
condition, l\lr. Lanier advanced to the State of Indiana
from time to time, aggregating at one time over a million
of dollars, to aid Governor Morton in arming and equipping the Indiana soldiers, and to pay the interest on the
funded debt of the State, for which the legislature had
failed to make provision.
Major Lanier was a man of medium size, compactly
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built, and fine personal appearance. His conversational
a collegiate education. He engaged in the business of
powers were good, and he delighted in wit and hilarity.
teaching soon after his advent into the ~ounty. At that
It is said it was he who suggested to the board of com- , day there was no such thing in this State as a common
school system. The entire business of education was
missioners the name of Gratis township, from a remark
made by l\lr. Stubbs in urging its organization. Said , left to individual enterprise. All the schools of the
Mr. Stubbs "we think we ought to have the township
country were subscription schools. The custom was,
gratis;" which remark so pleased Major Larnier, that he
when the people of a neighborhood, by genefal consultation and agreement, had decided to provide the means
suggested to the commissioners to grant their petition for
a township and call it "Gratis;" and this incident is the
of education for the rising generation, they first would
select and agree upon a location for a school-houseorigin of the name of that township.
Major Lanier, in addition to his fine social qualities,
usually convenient to a spring or running brook-and
was a superior scholar and a remarkably energetic man. then the entire neighborhood would meet together on a
He contributed largely to the organization of the county;
day appointed, with axes, saws, frows, shovels or hoes,
and being the first clerk of the board of commissioners,
and teams, and prepare logs for the building, haul them
he drew up all their forms, and so admirably arranged
to the selected site, pick out a suitable tree and fell it
for clapboards for the roof, prepare puncheons for the
all the details of business in that department of county
affairs, that the same is substantially followed to the
floor, raise the building, put on the roof, lay the floor,
present day. He did the same thing in the office of build the chimney, "chunk and daub" the cracks between the logs of the building, cut out a door, make and
clerk of the courts, originating his own forms, and
arranging the details of the business of the office very
hang a shutter, and have a comfortable house for use
nearly on the same bas1s on which it is conducted at the
and occupancy as an institution of learning-sometimes
present time. With no precedents before him, he
the whole completed in a single day, and not often ocoriginated all his own forms from the nature of the
cupying more than two days. There was no attempt at
business in hand, and the old rec.ords yet attest his admirelegance, or the least superficiality in these structures.
able executive ability. In this respect he was the master Comfort was the only consideration thought of in their
erection.
Not unfrequently a single term of three
pioneer of the county, and its present inhabitants should
hold him in grateful remembrance for his early and
months school would be the terminus of its occupancy
for that purpose. Perhaps a few of the citizens on one
almost gratuitous labors.
Major Lanier died on the twenty-fifth day of ~larch,
or the other side of the district that erected such a
A. D., 1820. The name of this worthy man and prohouse would, before a second school could be organized,
minent pioneer stands perpetuated in the county, in the
unite with a different set of neighbors in another direcname of "l~'lnier " township, which his fellow citizens
tion, build another such house, and organize another
gratefully bestowed as a tribute to his memory. · This
school. But it is not our purpose to go into the history
of the school system, or, rather, want of system, in exisearly token of respect for the man, in all probability will
pel petuate his name in all time to come ; for being tence a.t the time mentioned. Our design was to state
connected as it is with one of the territorial divisions of the fact that all teachers were compelled to rely wholly
the county, it is in the most desirable form to be spoken
upon subscriptions, and do their own collecting. The
of and referred to by all future generations. It is a
terms of subscription were somewhat variable, ranging
standing monument to his memory, more lasting than a from one dollar and a half to two dollars and a half
per scholar for three months school, owing mainly to the
granite or marble shaft.
Major Lanier, it may be of interest to say, in connumber of scholars obtainable in the vicinity; but the
elusion, erected the first brick buildmg in the town of compensation seldom exceeded from fifteen to twenty
Eaton. It was a two-storied house, and stood on the
dollars per month, and out of that the teacher had to
site where the residence of Major H . B. Van Ausdal now
provide his board. The article of boarding, however,
stands. But the old house has passed away, · with its
was about on the same scale of economy, being from
fifty cents to one dollar per week.
proprietor, and not many years hence there will be none
in the land of the living who ever saw either.
Young McNutt commenced the business of teaching
Ho~ . JoHN M. U. McNurr.-On the first day of July,
under some such conditions as we . have attempted to
A. D. 1825, John M. U._ McNutt was admitted to the
portray, soon after arriving in the county, and continued
bar as an attorney and counsellor at law, by the supreme
the business in the village of New Lexington or vicinity,
court for Preble county, Judge Jacob Burnet presiding.
for some two or three years. During this time he was a
Mr. McNutt was a native of the province of Nova
frequent contributor to the columns of the Eaton WeekScotia, and born on the twenty-fifth day of July, 1802 .
~Y Register, furnishing matter from time to time of very
His parents were natives of the State of New Jersey,
high literary excellence.
Being a thorough classical
and had emigrated to Nova Scotia some few years after scholar, of fine literary taste and broad intellectual enthe close of the war of the Revolution.
dowment, his contributions to the paper were always
Young McNutt came to this county in company with
received and read with marked interest. Whilst teaching, and during vacations, he pursued the study of the
David Upham, in the year 1822, and first took up his
residence at the village of New Lexington, on Twin
law, with the view of adopting that as a career.
creek. He was then just out of school, having received
After his admission to the bar, as above noted, he
1
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took up his residence in Elton, and engaged in the
practice of his profession in company with his preceptor,
Lazarus Miller, esq. In F~:bruary, I 828, he was appointed to the office of prose<:uting attorney, succeeding
in that office David F. Heaton, esq., who had been
elc::cted a representati\·e in the legislature the previous
filii. He was cont inued in this office until the summer
of the year I833· In the year I828 he was ele<:ted to
the house of representative in the Ohio legislature, and
again in I829 he was elected to the same office. In the
yeo-ar I 832 he was elected to the senate of Ohio, from
this and Montgomery counties, serving two years in that
body. In both branches of the legislature he served
with distinguished ability. Although a comparatively
young man, but few, if any, of his fellow members exceeded him in influence or practical usefulness in the
business of legislation.
On the twenty-eighth day of October, A. D. I828,
Mr. McNutt was married to Miss Jane C. Hawkins,
daughter of Toseph C. Hawkins, esq., clerk of the
courts of Preble county. One son was born to them, as
the fruit of this marriage, to-wit: Joseph Gideon l\kN utt, who became an attorney after arriving at manhood,
and who is also mentioned in these sketches.
On the sixteenth day of September, 1826, Mr. McNutt
was admitted a member of Bolivar Lodge, No. 82, Free
and Accepted Masons. The lodge at that time was
working under dispensation, but received its charter at
the succeeding meeting of the grand lodge. On the
twelfth day of May, I827, the officers of Bolivar lodge
were publicly installed, on whieh occasion Brother McNutt deli\'ered an address prepared and suitable for the
occasion. He was also chosen by his lodge to pronounce a eulogy, on the twelfth day of April, 1828, upon
DeWitt Clinton, go\'ernor of the State of New York,
who had died in the preceding month-which duty he
performed to the entire satisfaction of the large assembly met to hear him.
After the conclusion of his senatorial term, Mr. McNutt was not again in the public service in any capacity.
He died on the twenty-fifth day of September, I837his wife having died some year and a half previously.
In person Lawyer McNutt was of medium size, about
five feet ten or eleven inches high, symmetrically proportioned, nervous-sanguine temperament, blond hair and
florid complexion. Intellectually he was the equal of any
of his compeers-exceedingly quick of perception, rapid
in his deductions, seizing upon the strong points of his
case, and the weak ones of his opponents, as if by intutllon. Logical, terse, and compact in his arguments, he
was strong, and ready, rather than ornamental in debate
or before a jury. He was a thorough scholar, a diligent
student, and untiring in the preparation of his cases.
Almost from his first admission to the bar, he succeeded
in securing a fair share of kgal business before the
courts, and before his health failed had the most lucrative practice of any member of the bar in the county.
ELISHA EGBERT, ESQ., was a native of Warren county,
born about the beginning of the present century, read
law and was admitted to the bar in that county in
10
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the year I 823 or 1824.
He came to Eaton and
opened an office for the practice of his profession in the
year 1824. He remained here some fhe or six years,
and then emigrated to the St. Joseph country, in the
northern part of Indiana. He there married a daughter
of General McCartney, and amassed considerable wealth.
He was elected to the legislature of Indiana several successive terms. He has been dead several years.
JOSEPH SEVIER HAWKINS, ESQ., was a native of the village of Eaton, born on the twenty-fourth day of October,
A. D. 1812. His father was Captain Joseph C. Hawkins, who commanded a company of Preble county militia,
in the War of I812, calJed out to defend the frontier
against depredations of the Indian allies of Great Britain.
His grandfather was Colonel Samuel Hawkins, who was
with the armies of both General St. Clair and General
Wayne, in their campaigns against the Indians of the
then northwest, and who received a wound at the battle
of Fort Recovery, from which he never fully recovered;
and, although he survived some dozen or more years
after the battle, finally died from the effects of the
wound.
Sevier Hawkins, as he was universally called and
known, received a very fair education in the common
schools of his day, having the benefits of the insttuction
of some of the best teachers of his time-among the
rest Jones A. Mendall, esq. About the year 1828 he
entered as a student in Miami university, at Oxford,
where he prosecuted his studies for some years, but did
not graduate; on account of some youthful freak, in the
last year of his course, he was suspended by the faculty.
He was so incensed at what he believed to be the injustice of his suspension, that he refused to return and
complete his course; and was never back at the institution until he went there as one of its trustees, many
years afterwards.
After leaving Oxford he was employed for some few
years in the wholesale dry goods store of Van Ausdal &
,Gray, in the city of Cincinnati. Subsequently; he r~-,
turned to Eaton, and studied law in the office of his
brother-in-law, J. M. U. McNutt. esq. On the twentythird day of December, 1833, he was married to Miss
Lydia Hubbell, of Eaton. No issue was born of this
umon.
At Oxford Mr. Hawkins had few class-mates, Abner
Haines, Felix Marsh, Samuel Parker, late of Connersville, Indiana; Robert C. Schenck, Charles Anderson,
and others. He was admitted to the bar at Dayton, .at
the same time with some of his said class-mates, and it
was remarked at the time that all who were then admitted had white hair, and blonde complexions. After his
admission to the bar he commenced the practice in partnership with his brother-in-law, McNutt, which arrangement continued until the death of Mr. McNutt, in I837·
At the October election, 1840, Mr. Hawkins was
elected a member of the house of representatives from
this county, in the legislature of Ohio, and was re-elected
to the same office in I841. In the year I843 he was
again re-elected to the same office, and again in the year
I847 he was re-elected, and at the ensuing session, he
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was elected speaker of the house of representatives.
After an interval of one year, he was again re-elected in
the year 1849, and on the assembling of the legislature,
he was the Whig candidate for speaker of the house of
representatives, against Benjamin F. Leiter, the Democratic candidate; but was defeated by a union of the
Democratic and Free Soil parties, which elected Leiter
on the second ballot. This ended Mr. Hawkins' service
as a legislator, having served five years in all. His
standing in the legislature, as evidenced by his election
as speaker of that body, was of the very highest order.
In the year 1848, his wife having been dead some
years, Mr. Hawkins married Miss Cordelia Scott, of
Cincinnati. This union was likewise childless.
After the death of his partner, Lawyer Hawkins continued the practice alone until the admission of his brother,
A. J. Hawkins, with whom he continued the practice,
and with W. J. Gilmore, esq., up to the day of his death,
which occurred on the fourth day of August, in the year
1852·
When the Mexican war commenced, Mr. Hawkins
recruited a company for service in the army, of which
he was elected captain. He marched the company to
the rendezvous at Camp Washington, Cincinnati, but
was one day too late reporting, as the requisition from
this State was filled previous to his arrival, therdore his
company was returned home and disbanded.
In person Captain Hawkins was of medium size, symmetrical form, light hair and eyes, nervous temperament,
quick and active in movement. Intellectually he had
no superior among his cotemporaries at the bar. He
was a profound lawyer, able debater, superior advocate
before a jury, and well read upon all subjects of general
interest, with a retentive memory and good command of
language. In politics he was an active and earnest Whig.
ANDREW JACKSON HAWKINS, ESQ., was a native of
Preble county, second son of Captain Joseph C. Hawkins, born on the fifteenth day of July, 1815. Hereceived a very fair education in the common English
branches, m the public schools of his day. Before attainin.g his majority he took a position with his brotherin-law, John M. Gray, in the wholesale dry goods house
of VanAusdal & Gray, in the city of Cincinnati, where
he remained for several years. In the year 1835 his
father went to Hagerstown, Wayne county, Indiana,
with a retail dry goods store, and the subject of this
sketch went with him. They remained there until
the year 1841, when the father, Captain J. C. Hawkins,
was appointed register of the land office at Fairfield,
Iowa, and took his son with him to that place, a.s a clerk
in his office.
After remaining in Iowa a few years, young Hawkins
returned to Eaton, and went into his brother's office as a
student of law, and after the requisite preparation was
admitted to the bar, by the supreme court, at Columbus,
and immediately entered into partnership with his
brother in the practice, where he remained until his
death, which took place at Mobile, Alabama, on the sixteenth day of February, 1849.
On the thirteenth day of February, 1842, Mr. Haw-

kins was married to Miss Mary Elizabeth DeGroot,
daughter of Robert DeGroot, of Eaton. One son was
the fruit of this union, Mr. Joseph C. Hawkins, a merchant in Eaton.
For a year or more prior to his death, Mr. Hawkins'
health had been declining, and in the winter of 1848-9,
by the advice of physicians and friends, he was induced
to try the effect of the milder climate of the gulf coast.
On the journey he was accompanied by his father.
Whilst sojourning a short time at Mobile, Alabama, he
was suddenly seized with violent symptoms, and rapidly
passed away, on the sixteenth of February, as above
stated. His remains were brought back to Eaton by
his afflicted father, and interred in Mound Hill cemetery, March 4, I 849.
The fatigues of the journey, the care of his feeble
son, and grief on account of his decease, were too much
for the afflicted father, who took to his bed immediately
on his return to Eaton with the remains of his son, and
died eight days after the funeral, March 12, 1849.
Andrew J. Hawkins was quite a small man. He was
quiet and unobtrusive in manner, not given to much
speaking, but fond of the society of congenial friends.
He gained a fair reputation and standing as an attorney,
and his known character for candor gave his voice great
weight with the jury. In politics he was a pronounced
Whig, but never held or sought office.
IsAAC F. CASAD and IsRAEL DEWITT were admitted to
the bar as attorneys and counsellors at law on the fifth
day of July, 1827, by the supreme court for Preble
county. These gentlemen came here from one of the
neighboring counties, merely for the purpose of being
admitted. Neither of them ever lived or practiced in
the county, nor is anything known of their subsequent
career.
JAMES E. WALDO was admitted to the bar on the
thirtieth day of June, I 828. He also was from a neighboring county, and his subsequent career is wholly unknown.
JoHN VAN AusDAL, son of Judge Peter Van Ausdal,
was admitted to the bar by the supreme court for Preble
county, on the sixth day of July, 1829. He was a
native of Preble county, born in Lanier township about
the year I 8o6. His education was obtained in the common schools of that day, supplemented by the advan·
tages of the classical schol•ls taught by Jones A. MendaJI, esq. In youth he was noted for his fondness of
books, and of the classics, especially the writings of
Virgil, and Cicero's orations. He was a superior Lati,n
scholar. .For several years during his minority he was
employed as a clerk in the mercantile establishment of
his uncle, Cornelius Van Ausdal, in Eaton; and most of
his leisure hours, during that time, were passed with some
one or other of his favorite classical authors in his
hands.
He studied for the bar in the office of Messrs. Miller
& McNutt. Some time after the death of Mr. Edmonson, as noted in the history of the press, young Van
Ausdal, in company with Dr. F. A. Cunningham, became connected with the Eaton Wukly Register, as edi-
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tor and proprietor. This arrangement continued but
for a year or two.
After disposing of his interest in the Register, Mr.
Van Ausdal went to Indiana and located at Logansport,
then a new place of considerable notoriety on the
Wabash river. Here he engaged in the practice of his
profession, but died within a year or so after taking up
his residence there.
SoLOMON BANTA, ESQ., was born on the second day of
October, A. D. 1801, in Montgomery county, Ohio.
His father, Abraham Banta, was one of the first settlers
on "Banta's creek," in Lanier township, he and his
brother, Peter Banta, having settled there as early, perhaps, as 1802 or 1803. The subject of our present
sketch was reared upon a farm carved out of the dense
forests, with which this county was originally clothed,
subject to all the . hardships and privations of pioneer
life. There are not many persons now alive who can
remember and appreciate the condition of the pioneer
settlers of this county, and the gigantic labors which
were required to transform it from a literal howling
wilderness to the present state of cultivation and productiveness. Schools, and the source of knowledge and
information, were at that day of the most meagre descnptton. Young Banta, being of studious and inquiring
disposition, availed himself of every opportunity within
his reach for acquiring an education. In another place
place his name is mentioned in connection with some
account of the best schools that have ever been taught
in the county, not even excepting those of the present
day, to-wit: the schools under the care of Jones A. Mendall, esq.
By the time our subject had attained his majority, he
was well qualified to become a teacher himself, to which
occupation he devoted some time. About the beginning of the year 1824 he went to Lebanon, in Warren
county, and took up the study of the law in the office
and under the preceptorship of the late Governor
Thomas Corwin, esq., and was admitted to the bar at
that place, June 14, 1827. Soon thereafter he established himself in the practice of his profession in Eaton,
and continued here some years. On the twenty-fifth
day of December, 1828, he was married to Miss
Malinda Small, daughter of James Small, who lived at
that time two miles west from Eaton. Within a year or
so thereafter he removed to Danville, Illinois, and engaged in the practice of his profession in that, then, new
place. While sojourning there, the Black Hawk war
broke out and Mr. Banta volunteered in the troops sent
out to the frontier to protect the exposed settlements
and suppress the Indian outbreak. He remained in the
service until after the battle of Bad Axe, which closed
the war by the surrender of Black Hawk.
Immediately after his discharge from the army, Mr.
Banta returned to his place, where he remained until
near the close of his life. · Here he engaged assiduously
in the practice of the law, and was reasonably successful in view of the crowded state of the profession and
the limited amount of business done in the courts. He
was esteemed a good lawyer, eminently safe as a counsel-

75

lor, but never brilliant as an advocate. His knowledge
of the law was not surpassed by any of his colleagues at
the bar. He was frequently chosen by his fellow citizens to serve on the board of education, in the city council, and as mayor. He also served several years as justice of the peace.
On the fourteenth day of March, A D. 1835, Esquire
Banta was admitted to membership in the Masonic order,
in Bolivar Lodge No. 82; ofwhich order hecontinuedan
honored, useful and worthy member during the .remainder
of his days. He had frequent manifestations of the
confidence and esteem of his brethren, by being called
upon to fill the most important positions in the order.
On the twenty-ninth day of April, 1879, at the city of
Topeka, Kansas, Mr. Banta died at the residence of his
son-in-law, Mr. A. V. Auster. His remains were brought
back to Eaton, and buried by the side of his deceased
wife, who had preceded him a few years. After the
death of his wife Mr. Banta had retired from business,
disposed of his property here, and passed the time
mainly with his children. He had but three children ·:
James Banta, who Jives in Indiana; Elvira J. Auster,
wife of A V. Auster, Topeka, Kansas, and Elizabeth
Feris, wife of Dr. A. B. Feris, of New Paris, now deceased.
HoN. ABNER HAINES was born on a farm, on Deep
river, Guilford county, North Carolina, on the twentysixth of March, A. D. 1804. His parents were Friends
or Quakers, and his mother quite a noted preacher of
that denomination. Abner was the third child in a
family of four males and two females-the only present
survivors (I 88o) are a brother and sister. In the year
I 8o8, when Abner. was but four years old, his father's
family immigrated to Ohio, and after remaining about a
year in the vicinity of the mouth of the Little Miami,
chose a permanent location on Todd's fork, in Clinton
county, about five miles from Wilmington, the county
seat. As soon as his years and strength would admit it,.
the young Abner was put to work, assisting his father
and brothers in clearing up and cultivating the farm.
His summers were occupied in this employment, and his
winters in attending the common schools of that day.
In this desultory way, and by study during the interim
between school sessions, he attained a very creditable
knowledge of the commC'n English branches of education; and before attaining his majority, engaged in the
business of teaching.
In the summer of the year 1826, Mr. Haines having
made up his mind to obtain a higher education at all
hazards, and his father feeling that he was unable, in justice to his other children, to aid him through college, he
started out literally "to seek his fortune," with but a few
dollars in his pocket, and on foot and alone. Fortune
directed his footsteps to Eaton, then a village of some
five or six hundred souls. Here he was induced to halt,
and make the attempt to secure the position of teacher
of the village school. His effort proving a success, he
remained here some year or so, and afterward taught in
other localities in the county. Having accumulated a
small amount of means, he went to Oxford, and entered
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as a student in Miami university, then a first class seat
of learning, and applied himself assiduously to the pursuit of knowledge. By teaching during college vacation,
and otherwise, he was enabled to n:main at the university
until he had acquired a good knowledge of the higher
mathematics, and of dead languages. He was unable to
complete the collegiate course and graduate, but his
scholastic attainments were fully equal to those of a great
many students who did graduate.
On the .first day of October, 1829, Mr. Haines was
married to Miss Nancy Thornberry, near the village of
Camden. One son was born to this marriage, soon after
the birth of whom Mrs. Haines died, living less than a
year after marriage. The infant son, now a resident of
the State of Kansas, was taken to the home of its grandparents (Haines), and there reared to manhood. Previous to his marriage the subject of our sketch had entered
as a student in the law office of J. M. U. McNutt, esq.,
in Eaton. He continued the study the full term required by law, and was admitted to the bar on the ninth
day of July, 1831, by the supreme court for Preble
county.
Immediately after his admission to the bar, Lawyer
Haines went to the town of Centerville, then the seat of
justice of Wayne county, Indiana, and opened an office
for the practice of his profc::ssion. After he had got fairly
established as a practitioner there, he entered into partnership with the Hon. Oliver H. Smith, then living at
Connem·ille, afterwards United States Senator from the
State of Indiana.
On the twenty-secorid day of November, 1832, Mr.
Haines was married to Miss Lydia Leas, daughter of
George and Mary Leas, pioneers of thi;; county, and who
then resided on the fJrm now the Preble county infirmary. Five sons and two daughters were born of this marriage, all of whom, with the mother, are now living.
During the winter of 1831-32 the subject of our sketch
was employed by the committee for sufferings of the Indiana yearly meeting of Fric::nds, to perform a service
which gave him considerable notoriety.
During that
winter a couple of strangers travcHing on horseback
passed through Richmond, and remained there over
night. At that time (and in fact ever since) there were
quite a number of colored people living at Richmond,
·and it happened that a very sprightly colored boy, some
twelve to fourteen years old, was employed about the
tavern at which these strangers put up. During the
night they concocted a scheme to entice this boy away,
with the purpose of taking him to Missouri and selling
him into s!avery.
They succeeded on some pretense,
not now remembered what, in their scheme, and took
the boy away with them, carrying him behind one of
them on horseback.
By close watching and intimidation and threats, they got safely through to St. Louis,
and there sold the boy for three hundred dollars.
It was some time before the boy was missed, the landlord supposing he had gone home, and his parents
supposing that he was at the hotel. When it was ascertained that he was gone, immediate search was instituted, and it was soon found that he had been taken

away as before stated. Notice was given to the committee for sufferings, one of whom was the late Achilles Williams, and they at once set about measures to pursue and
reclaim the boy. To this end they engaged the services
of Lawyer Haines, who took with him a young man by
the name of Garr, well acquainted with the boy, as a witness to identify him, and the nece<;sary proof of the boy's
freedom, and went on horseback, over roads for the most
part in a horrible condition, all the way to St. Louis.
That, let it be remembertd, was no slight undertaking at
that time, making a journey of some three hundred and
fifty miles, on horseback, at the most unfavorable season
of the year. They had no difficulty in following the kidnappers-their identity, with the negro boy on the horse
behind one of them, was never lost.
On their arrival in St. Louis they had some difficulty
in finding the boy, as most of the inhabitants were disposed to put obstacles in their way and mislead them.
They succeeded in finding him, however, and immediately sued out a writ of habeas corpus, had it served, and the
boy brought into court, whc:re his identity and freedom
were established to the satisfaction of the court, and he
was delivered into the custody of Mr. Haines, who soon
got the boy across the river into Illinois, The journey
home was accomplished in good time, and the boy delivered to his parents. It is not known that any effort
was made for the capture of the kidnappers. The suo!=essful conduct of this affair added very much to Lawyer
Haines' popularity, and gave him much business in his
profession.
Our subject remained at Centerville until the year
1837, and then for a short time engaged in the dry
goods business, in the village of Boston, Wayne county,
in company with Lewis Baxter. He was there only a
short time, and after disposing of his interest in the
store, came back to Eaton, bought property here, and
remaintd here during the balance of his days. He entered vigorously J,lpOn the practice of his profession here,
and in a very few yt·ars bt:came one of the leading attorneys at our bar, extending his practice to the neighboring counties.
When the "Eaton & Hamilton" railroad was first
projected and talked of, Mr. Haines took a very active
interest in the enterprise, and was one of the "leading
spirits" in bringing it to a successful conclusion. He
was the second president of the company; and it was
under his administration that active operations in its
c mstruction were commenced. Before its completion,
however, finding that he could not give it the attention
that was recessary, on account of the demands of his
law practice, he resi((ned the presidency of the road, but
abated nothing in his interest in the work.
At the October election in the year I8SI, our subject
was elected circuit judge for this sub-district. He occupied the bench with credit and distinction between three
and four years, but resigned before the expiration of his
constitutional term.
Politically, Judge Haines was identified with the old
Whig party, up to the year I 844 or 1845, when, on account of some disaffection, he held aloof from politics
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for some few years. Finally, he cast his lot with the
Democratic party-still maintaining, however, the antislavery proclivities of his early Quaker training. He was
a member of the Democratic conwntion of I848, and
was the author of the celebrated "mitigate and finally
eradicate" resolution passed by that convention, which
was the means of effecting a temporary union (or junction
rather) of the Free Soilers with the Democrats.
His kindness of heart, generous temperament, and the
remembrance of his early Quaker training, could not
do otherwise than imptl him to take a rigid stand against
the demon of slavery, and when that hideous question
began convulsing our devottd land, Judge Haines naturally drifted into the Republican party upon its first organization, in I856. He predicted the awful result which
finally grew out of the attempt to nationalize slavery;
and whilst the Rebellion was being born, the judge was
often heard by his family, in a semi·darkened room, in
the night time, predicting the fearful calamities which he
saw coming apace. But with the portentous results in
view, he was still the colored man's true friend, and many
a poor black man received substantial aid at his hands.
He continued a true and loyal Republican, giving the
weight of all his talents and influence in behalf of the
prosecution of the war, ontil the end in the triumph of
the Union arms. In 1872, however, believing that he
was thereby aiding in bringing about a speedier adjustment of diffe::rences between the sections, he cast his in
fluence in favor of Horace Greeley and Gratz Brown.
In the year 1876 Judge Haines was elected a member
of the senate of Ohio from the senatorial district composed of Preble and Montgomery counties, on the Democratic ticket. Although being afflicted with Bright's
disease of the kidneys, and being in constant p:~in, he
served in the sixty-second general assembly up to the
time of his death, with credit to himself and his constituency. His death, which occurred at Columbus, Ohio, on
Monday night, March 19, I 877, at his bo:~rding house
on East State street, was a tragical end for a quietly spent
life. He had been in the room of one of his brother
senators, in consultation with him and others. Judge
Haines' room was on the first floor, and the room of his
colleague was on the second floor; and in passing from
the stairway down which he had to go on the way to his
room, he passed through a dimly lighted, narrow hall,
from which hall a steep stairway led down to the basement story. This stairway was usually closed by a door,
·but on that particular night it was left open; and the narrow hall leading to the judge's room being immediately
beside and beyond this stairway, in feeling his way through
the darkened passage-way when the judge came to the open
stairway he supposed he had reached the hall-way to his
room, when, turning to the left and making a step forward, he pitched head foremost down the stairway to the
bottom, and his neck was broken in the fall. His death
was instantaneous, and his face wore a calm and peaceful
look-a look something akin to a smile, when his body
.was fo-u nd at six o'clock the next morning, the disaster
having occurred about midnight. Senator Haines had
often talked of death and dying, to his intimate friends,
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and always expressed the wish that his death might be
instantaneous and painless, and he had his wish.
He died as he had lived, with enmity toward no man,
and with the ill will of none. In person he was above medium size, full six feet high and rather heavy made-weighing usu:~lly above two hundred pounds. He had light hair,
blue eyes, fair complexion, and sanguine-lymphatic temperament. In his latter years he w:~s disposed to corpull'ncy, weighing abO\·e two hundred and fifty pounds. It
would be difficult task to give a correct analysis of Judge
Haines mentality. He was certainly a man of strong intellectual power; but not easily so aroused as to exhibit his
full strength. He was a sound lawyer, and an able advocate. He possessed a retentive memory, was well ver;;ed
in both modern and ancient history, and fond of literary
pursuits. He was very social, fond of the company of
friends, full of anecdote, and an entertaining conversationalist.
GENERAL FELIX MARSH was born in the county of Essex, New Jersey, July 21, I8o6. When quite young, in
I8og, he with his father, Squire Marsh, removed from the
State of New Jersey, to Preble county, Ohio, and settled
in Camden. Here he obtained the rudiments of an education in the common schools of that period. The limited advantages afforded by them did not satis(y his ambition, and in 1824 he commenced the study of Latin
under the preceptorship of a fine classical scholar, and
in 1826 entered Miami university at Oxford, where he
pursued his studies for se,·eral years. He was an apt
scholar, excelling in the languages, and early in life gave
evidence of his power as an orator, for which he was
afterw:~rds distinguished.
When at Oxford he took a
le-ading p:~rt in the Erorlelphian scJciety, and participated
in all the college exercises, r:~rely, if ever, being found
deficient. He re:~d law at the law school in Cincinnati,
·and was admitted to the bar in I834 and soon became a
good lawyer and a fine advocate. He represented the
county as prosecuting attorney, and as representati\·e and
senator in the Ohio legislature two terms, each with
credit to himself and entire satisfaction of his constituents. General Marsh was a man of cultivated literary
tastes, and was well versed in ancient and modern history. He was a persuasive and convincing speaker, and
possessing a brilliant imagination, these gifts combined
to make him one of the most successful of jury lawyers.
He was engaged in an active and lucrative practice for
over thirty years, and was one of the most prominent
members of the Eaton bar.
November q, I836, he was married to Rachel Bloomfield, of Eaton, and raised four children, twq daughters
and two sons, all of whom, with his wife, survive him.
General Marsh died at his residence in Eaton December
6, I 872, after a very short illness.
WILLIAM CRANE, son of judge Joseph H. Crane, was
admitted to the bar on the twenty-first day of June,
1833, by the suprerue court for Preble county. He was
a citizen of Dayton, where he continued to reside. He
never lived or practiced his profession in Preble county.
WILLIAM C. Wooos, son of Hon. John Woods, of
Hamilton, was admitted to the bar on the thirtieth day
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of June, in the year 1835• by the supreme court at Eaton.
FRANKLIN GALE was admitted to the bar, by the supreme court in Eaton, on the fifteenth day of June,
1836. Nothing is known of his residence or subsequent
career.
JosEPH H. BERRY was admitted to the bar, on the
fourth day of June, 1839, by the supreme court in
Eaton. Nothing is known of his history.
VINCIT MITCHELL was admitted to the bar on tAe sixth
day of June, 1842. Mr. Mitchell was born in the State
of Kentucky, about the year 18oo. He was an elder
brother of General Ormsby M. Mitchell, the celebrated
astronomer of the Cincinnati observatory, and who lost
his life by accident while in the United States service as
brigadier general of volunteers during the war of the
Rebellion. The family, including Vincit, were among
the pioneers of Miami county, having settled at Piqua a
short time subsequent to the War of 1812.
Not much is known of the early life of Mr. Mitchell.
He was twice married, his first wife having died in the
year 1833, while he was living at Liberty, Union county,
Indiana. Previous to that time he had resided in Middletown; Ohio, and in Cincinnati, but in what years, or
how long, is not known. He resided and kept a hotel
at Liberty for some years, and while there was married
to his second wife. From there he removed to Winchester, in this county, and was living there when he
was admitted to the bar. Within a year or two after
his admi>sion, he removed to Eaton, and engaged in the
practice of his profession, in which he never attained
any considerable eminence or emoluments.
Mr. Mitchell remained in Eaton, with his family, until some time after the revolt of the southern States.
Meanwhile he was employed at different times, in one
capacity or other, in the construction of railroads-at
oue time on the Cincinnati, Wilmington & Zanesville
line, at another for a year or more, on the Ohio & Mississippi road. Some year or so after the beginning of
the war of the Rebellion, through the influence of his
brother, General 0. M. Mitchell, he obtained a captain's
commission and was detailed to the quartermaster department.
He remained in this position only about a year, when
his health failed. Meantime his family had removed to
Dayton, to which place he returned, and died soon
after his return, some time in the year 1864.
Mr. Mitchell's education was superior to that of most
persons of his age. He was very fond of reading, and
was well informed upon almost all subjects that engage
the attentjon of advanced minds. His intellectual endowments were fair-more notable for quickness, versatility, elasticity, so to speak, than for profundity. He
was deficient in stability and self-reliance. He wa:> of
medium size, compactly built, sanguine-nervous temperament, with light hair and florid complexion.
HAMPTON HALL was admitted to the bar May 30, 1844,
by the supreme court at Eaton. Mr. Hall was the son
of William Hall, esq., and was born at Camden, Preble
county, abou~ the year 1822. He studied the law, and
was called to the bar at the same time with Benjamin

Hubbard, esq. Shortly after his admission he opened
an office in Eaton for the practice of his profession; but
being a very young man, and the business in his department being neither flush nor lucrative, it proved an
up-hill business for him to gather a living practice.
Within a few years thereafter, Judge Hall came into
possession of the Pottey mill, in Gasper township, and
Hampton engaged in the running and management
thereof, as a partner with his father.
BENJAMIN F. GuRLEY, ESQ., was admitted to the bar,
May 31, 1844JoHN I. PHELPS, ESQ., was admitted to the bar, June
24, 1845·
MAJOR FRANCIS ALANSON CuNNINGHAM was born in
Abbeville district, South Carolina, November 9, 1804When a small boy, his widowed mother emigrated with
her young family to Kentucky, where she married her
second husband. This lady's maiden name was Cunningham, but in no way related in blood to her first
husband, and her second husband's name was also Cunningham, but not a relative by blood either to herself or
her first husband. Soon after her second marriage, the
family emigrated to Warren county, Ohio. Judge
George Kisling, of Lebanon, was appointed the guardian of young Cunningham, and took a great interest in
his education and welfare. After leaving school, his
guardian procured him a situation in a dry goods store,
in which business he continued until his twenty-second
year. In the year 1826 he came to Eaton and commenced the study of medicine with Dr. Jesse Paramore.
While pursuing the study of his profession, he taught
school in several localities in Preble county. In the
year 1829 he was licensed as a physician and surgeon; and
on the seventh day of July of that year he was married to
Miss Maria Campbell, only daughter of Captain William
Campbell, of Lanier township. In a short time after
his marriage, Dr. Cunningham located at Portland,
Fountain county, Indiana, on the Wabash river, where
he engaged in the active practice of his profession. Not
being satisfied with the prospect and condition of things
there, however, he did not remain long, but returned to
Preble county and settled at West Alexandria, where he
successfully pursued the practice of his profession for
several years.
In the year 1833 Dr. Cunningham was appointed
clerk pro lem. of the courts of Preble county, afterward
receiving the appointment for the regular term of seven
years. Subsequently he was appointed for a second
term of seven years, but before its expiration he was
elected, in the year 1844, to a seat in Congress as Representative from the Second Congressional district, for
the Twenty-ninth Congress. He was a candidate for
re-election, but in the meantime the district having been
changed, he was defeated by General Robert C. Schenck.
On the twenty-third day of June, 1847, Major Cunningham was admitted to the bar by the supreme court
for Preble county. About the same time he enlisted a
company for srrvice in the Mexican war, but before his
company was fully organized and mustered into service,
he received a commission from President Polk as an
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additional paymaster in the regular army, and was
assigned for duty with the army in Mexico, where he
remained until the close of the war. Upon the re-organization of the pay department of the army, he was
retained in the service, and in that capacity served in
New Mexico, Texas, and all along the frontiers where
troops were stationed. In the year I86I he had his
headquarters at San Antonio, Texas; and when the war
of the Rebellion broke out, he, with the troops at that
place, was taken prisoner by General VanDorn. Immediately on his release he reported for duty at Washington, and was stationed at St. Louis, Missouri. There he
served about a year, when he was relieved on account of
disability and put upon the retired list at half pay. Major Cunningham died at his home in Eaton on the sixteenth day of August, I 864, from the effects of paralysis; with which he was attacked whilst at Wilmington,
Delaware, just one year previously. He was the father
of three children, two sons and a daughter, all of whom
are dead. His widow is yet living (188o) in Eaton, at
the age of seventy years, and is reasonably stout for one
of her years. Events immediately following the major's
admission to the bar prevented him from engaging in
the practice of the law as a profession, and his appointment in the army opening a new channel for the exercise
of his talents, the diversion was permanent-he never
entered the practke.
In person the major was of medium size, compactly
built, with a slight stoop of the shoulders, and capable
of great physical endurance. He was of florid complexion, with light hair and blue eyes. He was eminent·
ly social in disposition, fond of society, an entertaining
conversationalist, and warmly attached to friends. On
the first day of March, A. D. I828, he was initiated in
the Masonic order, in Bolivar Lodge, No. 8z, at Eaton,
and continued his membership in said lodge during life,
and was buried with the honors of the order.
HIRAM JoNES, ESQ., was a· native of Butler county,
Ohio, and in that county was educated, grew to manhood, qQalified himself for the practice of law, and was
there admitted to the bar. About the year I835 he
came to Eaton, and esta,blished hi!Dself in the practice of
his profession. In the year 1840 he was elected to the
office of auditor of Preble county, which office he retained but for a single term of two years, and was succeeded by John R. Stephen, esq.
In the year I844 Mr. Jones was elected to the office
of recorder of Preble county, and served in that office
six years. He never attained any great prominence as
an attorney, but was esteemed a good and sound lawyer,
and safe counsellor. After th:: expiration of his term as
recorder, he emigrated to the State of Illinois, and located near Brimfield, Peoria county. After remaining
there a few years, he went to Knox county, in that State,
and improved a large tract of prairie land which he had
purchased. He died on his farm in Knox county, some
years ago, honored and respected by all who knew him.
Lawyer Jones was a man of fair capacity, a ripe
scholar, genial companion, fond of society, and of the
most amiable disposition. Perhaps the most marked
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trait in his character, was his uniform candor. Everybody that knew him had full confidence in whatever he
might say. Honesty and integrity in all business transactions and relations he never lost sight o(
}EssE B. STEPHE:-~s, ESQ., was born on the fifteenth day
of February, A. D. I8oz, in the State of TennesseP..
He was the ninth in a family of ten brothers. His father
and mother were natives of Virginia, and had emigrated
to Tennessee some twelve or fourteen years before Jesse
was born. In the year I 8o8, the family left Tennessee
and took up their residence in this county, on a farm
some three miles southwest from Eaton, on the old
Brookville road. During his youthful years, the subject
of this notice, in addition to his labors in assisting to
dear up a farm in the heavy primeval forests, availed
himself of every opportunity of attending the schools of
that time, and gained a very fair education in the common English branches. During his minority he also
learned the trade of brick making and bricklaying; and
in that' capacity assisted to make the brick and lay up
the walls of the old court house-the one torn down and
replaced by the present structure. He also, in the year
1824, carried up the east front wall of the three-story
building at the northwest corner of Main and Barron
streets, erected by the late Cornelius Van Ausdal.
Mr. Stephens was employed for many years as deputy
recorder, under his brother Isaac, and also did a large
amount of writing for the clerk of the court. Many of
the old books in these offices attest the excellency of his
penmanship. During most of the period from 1825 to
1837, he served, under appointment of the the court of
common pleas, as commissioner·of insolvents.
In the year r83o Mr. Stephens was married to Miss
Eliza A. Brown, of Hamilton county. One child, a
daughter, was born of this marriage, who died with cholera in the year 1849, at the age of about sixteen vears.
In the ye<Jr I 842 Mr. SteJ~hens removed to the ~ity of
Cincinnati, and was there admitted to the bar, as an
attorney and cousellor at law, having previously studied
the profession pretty thoroughly under different practitioners here, and attended a course of lectures in the
law department of Cincinnati college. He remained
some two or three years in the· city, in the practice of
his profession, and then returned to Eaton, in I 844 or
I845·
Very soon after the beginning of the Mexican war,
Mr. Stephens received a captain's commission in the
United States army, from President Polk, and was
assigned to duty in the quartermaster's department of
General Taylor's army. He served in this capacity until
the close of the war, honorably and satisfactorily to his
superior officers. After the close of the war, he engaged
in the practice of his profession again, and so continued
until he was appointed secretary of the Eaton & Hamilton railroad company, in which position he was retained
until the oflice was removed from this place.
Captain Stephens' law practice being so frequently
alternated with other business and employments, he
never attained any great eminence in his profession as
an attorney. His practice was mostly confined to ex

So
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parte and probate business. He was a man of fair cnpacity, diligent and careful in business, and of good moral
character.
At the second meeting or "communication" of Bolivar
Lodge No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, the petition of
Jesse B. Stephens was presented to the lodge, and at the
second meeting thereafter, Odober I 4, , I 8z6, he was
admitted to membership in the order. Shortly afterwards
he was selected as secretary of the lodge, which office he
filled for many successive yenrs; and was constantly,
almost, during his membership, entrusted by his brethren
with prominent and responsible positions and duties in
the lodge. He died on the fourteenth day of August,
187o, of disease of the liver, and was buried with the
honors of Masonry.
GEORGE W. THOMPSON.- The subject of this sketch,
George Waddy Thompson, was born in Bennington, Vermont, on the twenty-first of October, I 818. When
young Thompson was three years of age, his parents removed to Columbus, Ohio, and remained there for a
period of five years, at which time the mother of Mr.
Thompson dying, his father moved to Fremont, Ohio,
where he continued to reside for several years.
Being a bright and intelligent boy, young Thompson,
at the age of fifteen, was appointed to a cadetship at
West Point by General Winfield Scott. He made satisfactory progress in his studies, but owing to an affair of
honor occurring with a cadet from the ~outh, young
Thompson took his departure from the Military
academy. He proceeded to Tiffin, Ohio, where he entered the dry goods business, and successfully remained
in the same for a period of several years.
For some time he had contemplated the studying of
law, and at last, having decided upon this step, proceeded
to Columbus, Ohio, and entered the law office of Noah
Swayne, afterward Judge Swayne, of the Supreme Court
of the United States, between whom and his student a
warm friendship existed up to the time of Mr. Thompson's death. In due course of time Mr. Thompson was
admitted to the bar, and at once "slung his shingle to
the breezes" in the Capital city, where he practiced for
several months. The city being full of young disciples
of Blackstone, Mr. Thompson came to Eaton in the year
I 840, and opened an office.
Being a stranger among strangers, business did not
come in as rapidly as the exigencies of life demamled,
and so our young lawyer was forced to teach school,
which he did in Dixon township, and afterward on the
"West road" immediately west of Eaton.
Having the tact about him of making friends and being withal a well read young lawyer, he soon came to be
favorably known. In I845 he was elected prosecuting
attorney of Preble county, and filled the office to the
full satisfaction of the law-abiding citizens of Preble
county. When his term of office expired, he rccei\'ed an
appointment in the land bureau of the I nt~rior department at Washington city, where he remained for a period
of three or four years. He also acted as editor of the
(Eaton) Register fur a period of some six years-from r.B44
to 185o, a position which he likewise tilled with ability.
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In I853 he returned to the practice of his profession
in Eaton, in partnership with Joel W. Harris, and succeeded in building up a good ;Jractice. He was elected
to the office of probate judge in the year I 863, and occupied the same with honor to himself and credit to
his constituents for six years. At different periods during the years last, Judge Thompson served ns director of
the Eaton schools, and safdy can it be said that the present good standing of the schools is largely due to the
early tireless labors of the judge. Having lots of latent
fun about him, he was always welcomed by the scholars.
It was his habit to deliver a short, little speech to the
pupils in each room, and these were always looked forward to by the young students with pleasure.
It was in the conducting of the office of probate
judge in which Judge Thompson displayed his good
qualities and his philanthropic feelings, for as all "'ell
know, the duties of the office are those where the incumbent is called upon to protect and guard the right of
widows and orphans. The possessor of a kind heart and
just mind, safely can it be said that Judge Thompson at
all times guarded with scrupulous fidelity the interests of
:he widow and orphan. His decisions and books speak,
however, more eloquently than anything that can be
written.
In the later years of his life he was afflicted \\'ith "hay
fever," which, during certain months in the years caused
him much suffering and inconvenience. Toward the last
the disease grew more painful until it took the form of
something resembling paralysis of the brain. Never of
a very robust constitution, the decline of Judge Thompson became plainly perceptible. Having business in
Lincoln, Nebraska, and thinking that, perhaps a change
of climate would give him surcease from the awful pain
he was suffering, he took his departure for the above
mentioned town on the eighth of October, I 87 2.
For a couple of weeks he kept his family advised of
his condition. Then came a silence of two weeks. On
the fourth of November a dispatch came from Lincoln,
summoning his wife at once to his beside. She took the
next train, but a delayed dispatch came the following
morning informing the family . that the husband and
father was no more. He died of typhoid or climatic fever
superinduced, no doubt, by the dreaded "hay fever."
The Masonic fraternity of Lincoln, of which order
Judge Thompson was a member in excellent standing,
took entire charge of the remains.
During his sickness they tended him with that devotion
and tenderness for which this noble order is noted. He
was a member of Bolivar Lodge, No. 82, Free and Accepted Masons, which organization published fitting resolulions of respect, as did also the members of the
Eaton bar. The funeral services took place from the
.Methodist Episcopal church, and were conducted by Rev.
Mr. Haigh,t assisted by Rev. Mr. Cassatt. The funeral
cortege was very lengthy and quite imposing, and was a
becoming tribute to the man and his character.
Judge Thompson left a wife, two daughters and a son,
who is a young lawyer of considerable ability. The deceased was a kind husband, an indulgent parent and an
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honest man-three of the most essential requisites for a
good citizen and the highest praise that can be written of
the dead.
jOEL W. HARRIS was born in Milford township,
Butler county, Ohio, on the seventh day of February,
x8x5, and died in Eaton, Ohio, on the thirtieth day of
March, 1866. His father, Joseph Harris, was a native of
Ireland, came to the United States in 1797, and lived
for some time in the State of Pennsylvania, then moved
to Cincinnati, Ohio, and finally settled on a small farm
in Butler county, Ohio. He was married three times and
was the father of thirteen children, the subject of this
sketch being the second son of his second wife, Rachel
(Hornaday) Harris. He worked on his father's farm in
summer and attended school in winter until he was about
seventeen years old, when he was sent by his father to
learn the tailor's trade. After finishing his trade he
began teaching school and continued in that occupation
until 1838, when he entered Miami university, at
Oxford, Ohio, and pursued his studies there about three
years, when, for want of means, he was compelled to
leave college and resume his for111er occupation, teaching school. In 1844, he was engaged in seaing dry
goods in Darrtown, in his native township, and soon
after he was elected justice of the peace. While acting
as justice he c.mcluded to read law, and in 1850 he
sold his stock of goods and began a regular course of
reading. In October, 1851, he entered the Cincinnati
law school, where he graduated in April, 1852, along
with the Hon. 0 . P. Morton, of Indiana. In the fall of
1852, he opened a law office in Eaton, and in July, 1853,
he and George W. Thompson, esq., formed a partnership
and the firm of Thompson & Harris soon became one
of the leading law firms of the county, commanding a
large and lucrative practice, and was interested in nearly
all the leading law-suits of the county. In January 1864,
Judge Thompson having been elected probate judge, the
firm was dissolved and Mr. Harris continued in the
practice until his death. His disease was fistula in ano
and for months before his death his sufferings were
intense, which caused him in a great degree to abandon
his office and seek relief in solitude. As a lawyer, he
had no superior at the Preble -county bar. He was not
an eloquent speaker, but his arguments either to the
court or jury, were always a clea~:, logical and concise
statement of the law and the fact on which he rested his
cause. He was one of the best pleaders under the code
of any lawyer that practiced at the bar. He stood high
in the estimation of his professional brethren as a · man
of honor and integrity. He was always fair and generous
to his adversary, and would rather lose his case than gain
it by unfair and unprofessional means. He was kind and
indulgent to the young and inexperienced members of
the profession and was always ready to give them a
helping hand and words of encouragement. The following extract taken from the Eaton .Register in giving
notice of his death may properly be given here as it sets
forth in few words the high estimation in which he was
held: " In his profession he held a high place among
those who knew him best. Very few of his compeers
II
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excelled him in legal attainments, being acknowledged
as one of the best judges of law in this part of the State.
He was a man of extraordinary ability, strictly upright
and moral in all his intercourse and dealing with men.
He was a man of unobtrusive manners and of the kindest
disposition."
He was a great reader and had a very retentive
memory, making him one of the best informed men in
the county. He died unmarried.
BENJAMIN HUBBARD, ESQ. , was born in Princeton, New
Jersey, September 16, 18og. His father, Benjamin Hubbard, was a native of the same city, and a pioneer to
Hamilton county, Ohio, in 1811. In the year 1832 he
came to Preble county, where be died in the year 1848,
aged seventy-eight years. His mother was Mary Mcln·
tyre, born in Philadelphia, and died in Eaton, January
14, 1878, at the advanced age of ninety-nine years and
eleven months. Young Hubbard's grandfather was John
Hubbard, who was a native of Holland, and came to
America previous to the Revolutionary war, and was a
soldier in that conflict.
Young Hubbard enjoyed no other opportunities for an
education in his youth than those afforded by the common (very common) schools of that early day. By his
own energy and efforts to satisfy the innate craving for
knowledge, he was enabled to suppleme'!t the meagre facilities of the common school and gain an advanced education beyond the general average of his time. At the
age of seventeen he was apprenticed to the trade of carriage making in Cincinnati, and followed the same until
1840. Whilst plying his trade in the village of Somerville, Butler <;ounty, he commenced reading law under
the preceptorship of the late Judge A. Haines, of Eaton,
and was admitted to the bar as an attorney and counsellor on the thirtieth day of June, 1844. Directly after
his admission he removed his family to Eaton, and commenced the practice of his profession; and with the exception of about two years time which he lived in Greenville, he has been here ever since. Every attorney that
was living in Eaton at the time Lawyer Hubbard was
called to the bar has since died, which leaves him now
the oldest practitioner at the Preble county bar-or the
"father of the bar."
Mr. Hubbard was formerly connected with the Eaton
& Hamilton railroad company (now the Cincinnati, Richmond & Chicago cvmpany) a5 its fi;st secretary. In the
year 1853 he was elected to represent Preble county in
the legislature of Ohio, serving but a single term of two
years, declining a re-election. He also was mayor of the
village of Eaton for a time.
On th~ tenth day of June, 1830, he was manied to
Miss Minerva l\lorey, of Butler county, Ohio, and of a
family of ten children born to this union only one survives, viz.: Albert Edgar Hubbard, now a justice of the
peace in Eaton. Mrs. Hubbard died October 24, 1872.
Lawyer Hubbard was formerly a Whig, then for many
years acted and voted with the Republican party, but of
late years has voted independently; but now is a stalwart Prohibitionist.
HAMPTON HALL, ESQ., was born at the village of Milton-
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ville, Butler county Ohio, on the eighth day of October,
A. D. 1822. He was the son of the late Judge William
Hall, one of the associate judges of the court of common pleas for Preble county. When Hampton was but
six years old his father moved to Camden-then called
Dover-m this county, where they resided some seven
years, and then went onto alarm immediately south of
and adjoining Camden. During the minority of the subject of the present sketch he attended the common
schools of the time, during portions of the year, intermitting his school attendance_ with work on the farm and
other occupations, as occasion required. He in this way
succeeded in qualifying himself to take charge of a school.
When no more than eighteen years of age he commenced teaching, which he continued for some two or
three years. By diligent study at home, and close and
careful application at school, and under the instruction
of educators at hand, he had attained a higher degree of
scholarship than was common at that day, or even at this
time, by young men of his age having no greater advantages than he had.
About the time of his attainment of majority Mr. Hall
commenced the study of law with the late Judge Haines
of Eaton. On his admission to the bar, in the year 1844,
he opened an office for the practice of his profession at
Celina, Mercer county, Ohio. Here, alternately wrestling with the ague and attending to his professional duties, he continued until the fall of 1845, when he left
Celina, and returned to Preble county.
He next opened an office in Eaton, where he continued
about three years, and then removed to Camden and engaged in other business. In the fall of 1848 (N oYember
13th), he was married to Miss Mary Jamieson. In the
year 1849 he and his father bought the mill property on
Seven-mile creek, about five miles below Eaton, built and
formerly owned by Caspar Potterf, sr. Mr. Hall now
gave up the practice of the law and continued to run and
manage the mill until the year 1862, when he removed
to Richmond, Indiana, and engaged in the milling business there. In the spring of 1865 he removed to Dayton, Ohio, where he at present resides.
WILLIAM JAMES GILMORE, ESQ., was born in Liberty,
Bedford county, Virginia, April 2, A. D. 182 1, His parents, both natives of Virginia, were Dr. Eli Gilmore, a
physician of distinction in the county of his residence,
and Clara Mosby Clayton, a sister of Alexander Clayton,
who for many years was presiding judge of the high court
of errors and appeals of the State of Mississippi. Dr.
Gilmore, with hi~ family, settled in Israel township,
Preble county, in the year 1825, and the subject of this
sketch, after obtaining such rudimentary education as
was at that early day afforded by the pioneer teachers in
the log cabin school-house, attended Westfield and Hopewell academies-the latter being then in charge of the
Rev. Samuel W. McCracken, who had previously been
professor of mathematics in Miami university at Oxford.
Mr. Gilmore commenced the study of law in the office
of Thomas Millikin, of Hamilton, and completed his
preparatory course in the office of J. S. and A. J. Hawkins, esqs., of Eaton, and was admitted to the bar at

Columbus in the year 1847.
After his admission he
formed a partnership with Colonel Thomas Moore, and
commenced the practice of hi'l profession in Hamilton,
Butler county. A year later, this partnership being dissolved, he removed to Eaton, and there opened an office,
and in 1849 formed a partnership with Captain J. S.
Hawkins, which con-tinued until that gentleman's death
in 1852. In that year he was elected prosecuting attorney of Preble county, and was re-elected to the same
office in 1854.
In the year 1857, Judge James Clark, of Hamilton,
having resigned the office of judge of the court of common pleas, for the first subdivision of the second judicial
district, Mr. Gilmore was appointed to ftlJ the vacancy.
Having served out the term, he resumed the practice of
his profession in partnership with Judge J. V. Campbell,
which arrangement continued until 1866, when Judge
Gilmore was elected to the common pleas bench, and reelected in 1871 . In 1874 he was elected a judge of the
supreme court of Ohio. To a clear judgment, quick perception, and great caution, he is mainly indebted for the
eminent success whi~h has attended his legal career.
On the seventh of September, 1848, Judge Gilmore
was married to Miss Sallie A. Rossman, daughter of
William Rossman, of Eaton, and two s_ons have been the
issue of this union. Jackson H., the elder of the two,
was educated at Miami university, studied law in the
university of Virginia under Professor Miner, and graduated at the Cincinnati Jaw school. Upon the certificate
of the latter institution he was admitted to the bar in the
district court of Cincinnati in 187 s. and commenced
practice in that city with Messrs. Jordan, Jordan & Williams; but owing to failing health he was soon compelled
to relinquish business and go to Colorado, where he
spent a couple of years, and then returned to his home
in Eaton, very much improved in physical health. The
younger son, Clement R. Gilmore, is a student in Wooster university, Ohio.
After the expiration of Judge Gilmore's term of office
on the supreme bench he established himself in the city
of Columbus, in company with his son Jackson H. Gilmore, in the practice of the Jaw. [Since this was written,
the young man has died.]
-- \VILLIAM A. BLOOMFIELD, ~- , was born on the fourteenth 9ay of November, 182o, on a farm about two
miles southwe<;t from Eaton. Whilst yet an infant he
was taken to Montgomery county, a few miles east of
Dayton, where some six years of his childhood were
passed. His mother, having married Josiah Grace for
her second husband, when our subject was some six or
seven years old, the family removed to the, then, village
(now city) of Indianapolis. His childhood, under the
treatment of his stepfather, was most unhappy, and
whilst yet almost a helpless infant, being only between
seven and eight years of age, and whilst his mother was
sick abed, he was literally driven from home, to become
a helpless wanderer, without home or friends. He soon,
however, found a kind lady by the name of Hawkins,
who gave him food and shelter, and he remained under
her protection for a few months, when he was so fortn-
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- - - -- - - - - - - -nate as to be again brought to Eaton, under the care and
tative in Congress from the Fourth Congressional disprotection of his uncle, Joseph Wilson.
trict of Ohio, comprising the counties of Darke, Miami,
When he was but ten years old, and when he had been
Shelby, Mercer, Auglaize, and Allen, and re-elected in
in Eaton a couple of years, he commenced to learn the
186o-thus serving in the Thitty-sixth and Thirty-seventh
trade of a cabinet-maker, in the shop of his uncle, and
Congresses. In the winter of 1865 he was appointed by
continued to work at that business until h~ had attained
Governor Cox as judge of the court of common pleas of
his eighteenth year. Meantime, whilst working at the
the first sub-division of the second judicial district of
bench, having his book before him, and diligently applyOhio, composed of the counties of Butler, Preble, and
ing all his leisure time in the pursuit of knowledge, alDarke, to fill an unexpired term in the place of Judge
most without the advantages of schools, he had qualified
David L. Meeker, resigned.
himself for the business of teaching. For several years
In 1872 Judge Allen was a member of the Grant
he was actively engaged in teaching during the "school electoral college, and in 1878 was aga_in nominated as a
season," and occasionally working at his trade of cabinet- candidate for Congress on the Republican ticket, from
making. Meanwhile, as leisure would permit, he read
the Fifth Congressional district, but declined on account
Jaw, under the preceptorship of Judge Haines, primarily,
of ill health.
and subsequently in the office of Felix Marsh, esq.
On the thirtieth day of September, 1851, Mr. Allen
He was admitted to the bar on the nineteenth day of was married to Miss Priscilla Wallace, daughter of John
June, 1848, and soon thereafter opened an office for the
Wallace, a native of Pennsylvania, and an early pioneer
of Butler county, who had settled in Darke county in
practice of his profession. His success in gaining a
lucrative business not meeting his expectations or de1834, and died in the summer of 1863, at the age of
sires, in the spring of 1852 he went to California, by the
about eighty years--esteemed by all as an upright man
way of New Orleans, the musquito kingdom, and Nica- and excellent citizen. The issue of this marriage was
ragua. The trips at that time, and by that route, occu- four sons and as many daughters, of whom but one son
pied some three or four months. He remained in Cali- survives.
Four of these children died of diptheria
fornia some three years, one y-ear employed in mining, in
under the most afflicting circumstances, and in the brief
the northern part of that State, and some two years en- space of two months. This occurred in the winter of
gaged in the lumber trade, in the southern peninsula.
1861, when Mr. Allen was summoned home from WashAfter returning from California Mr. Bloomfield con- ington city to the scene of bereavement.
ducted the cabinet business in Eaton for a number of
Of local positions it may be mentioned that Mr.
years. On the first day of January, 1861_, he was marAllen is president of the Greenville Gas company, and
ried to Miss Sarah ]. Sherer, of Somers township, this
vice-president of the Greenville bank, a private entercounty. He has been engaged in the family grocery
prise conducted under the firm name of Hufnagle, Allen
trade for several years.
&Co.
WILLIAM ALLEN, ESQ.~ was born in Butler county, Ohio,
Judge Allen began the world in poverty, was reared
August 13, 1827. His father, John Allen, was born in
in a rough log cabin, and enjoyed none of the golden
Ireland, January 26, 18oo, and came to America in 1812.
opportunities for social and educational improvement
After residing six years in the State of New York, he
which are so lavishly bestowed on the youth of the precame to Ohio in 1818, and located in Butler county.
sent day. His career as a lawyer has been a success,
In February, 1838, he removed his family into the
while his record as a statesman was creditable to himself
sparsely settled forests of Darke county, and there erected
and satisfactory to his constituents.
for their residence a round-log cabin, with puncheon
Although he has risen from poverty to affluence by his
floor and mud-and-stick chimney. He died on the third
own unaided exertions, Judge Allen is one of the most
day of October, 1858, a very much respected citizen.
charitable of men, and his integrity has never been
He possessed fine conversational powers, and in the latquestioned. While his positive character wins him
ter years of his life was a preacher of the United Breth- friends true as steel, it also makes bitter enemies; but
ren persuasion.
even his worst enemies concede to him great ability and
The subject of our present sketch was favored with
unswerving honesty of purpose.
IRVIN E. FREE~fAN, ESQ., was born in Franklin county,
the advantages of the common district school only, yet
Ohio, on the fifteenth of April, A. D. 1821. His parents
by earnest personal application he qualified himself to
were natives of western New York, and came from thence
teach the common English branches at the age of fifteen
to Ohio, settling temporarily in Franklin county, in the
years, and in this way employed his winters for several
years. At the age of nineteen he entered the office of year 1820. When the subject of this sketch was about
three years old, his parents removed to Preble county,
General Felix Marsh, of Eaton, as a student of law, and
was admitted to the bar by the supreme court of Preble and took up their residence in the vicinity of Lewisburg.
Young Freeman had no advantages for an education, becounty, on the fourteenth day of June, 1849, and in the
yond what were afforded by the common schools of the
month of October, following, opened an office at Greenville for the practice of his profession. In the fall of country.
During his minority he learned the carriage and wag1850 he was elected prosecuting attorney of Darke
gon business, and also wrought some time at the millcounty, and re-elected in 1852.
wrighting. After attaining majority he lived for some two
In the fall of 1858 Mr. Allen was elected a Represen-
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years in Dearborn county, Indiana, and about the same
length of time in Champaign county, Ohio. With these
two exceptions, his residence has been continuous in Preble county since 1824.
Mr. Freeman read law under the preceptorship of General Felix Marsh and was admitted to the bar, by the Supreme court for Preble county, on t~e seventeenth day of
June, 185o, and at once entered upon the practice, in this
and the adjoining counties. After his admission to the
bar, he. continued his residence at Lewisburg until the year
x8s8, when he removed to Eaton, where. he has remained
to the present time. He has been three times elected
to the office of prosecuting attorny, and is now, x88o,
serving on his third term.
Lawyer Freeman has been twice married-first to
Miss Elizabeth Paine, on the sixteenth day of July, A. D.
1842; and to Miss Catharine Staggs on the twenty-first day
of January A. lJ. !864-his first wife having died about
one year previously. He was admitted to membership in
the Masonic order, at Wilmington, Dearborn county, Indiana, in the ye'!r 1844. After his return to Ohio he was
admitted to membership in Libanus Lodge, N 88, at
Lewisburg, and was W. M. for nine years.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN LARSH was born in Dixon township in the year 1825. He was the youngest son and child
ot Colonel Paul Larsh. When he was about four years
old his father's family removed to Wayne county, Indiana, where he passed most of the years of his minority.
Being of stud)ous habits and fond of knowledge, he succeeded in gaining a very fair education in the comm0n
branches of learning. During his minority he learned
the business or trade of wood turning, but did not follow it in after life.
In the year 1846 young Larsh returned to Preble
county, where he remained the balance of his life. He
was engaged in teaching, and in reading Jaw, alternately,
some five years, and was admitted to the bar May 6,
1851. He studied the profession in the office of Judge
Haines. He never engaged in the practice of the law
as a regular business, or profession. On the first of
January, 1852, he went into the clerk's office, as deputy
under Lewis B. Ogden, where he was employed, under
Ogden, C. W. Larsh, Shauk, and W. D. Quinn, most of
the time during the remainder of his lite. His knowledge of the law, and his close attention to the duties of
the office, gained him the reputation, with the judges
holding our courts, of being the best practical court
clerk in the judicial district.
On the twenty-fifth day of January, 1849, Mr. Larsh
was married tQ Miss Matilda G. Mitchell, daughter of
Vincit Mitchell,' esq. Two children were born of this
marriage-Homer LeRoi Larsh and Mary Elizabeth
Larsh, now residents of Topeka, Kansas. He served
several terms as justice of the peace, and was for some
t\,•enty years clerk of the township. He died on the
seventh day of May, in the yaar 1877, of paralysis of the
heart.
B. F. Larsh, ESQ., was about five feet nine inches high,
rather heavy built, weighing a little over two hundred
pounds, black hair and eyes, and bilious temperament.

He was of studious habits, and much given to scientific
investigations.
JuDGE GEORGE W. GANS was born in Fayette county,
Pennsylvania, March 18, 1823. He was raised on a
farm, and obtained his education altogether in the common or district schools of his neighborhood, never having
had the advantages of academic or high schools. At
about the age of eighteen years he took a position in a
dry goods store, in the village of Geneva, in his native
county. He continued in this employment for some
time, alternating it with teaching school ; and in the
meantime read law for about one year, reciting to James
A Morris, esq., an eminent attorney of Uniontown,
Fayette county, Pennsylvania.
On the fifth day of June, 1847, he was married to Miss
Helen M. Morris, also a native of Fayette county ; and
in the succeding fall the young couple came to Preble
county, locating at Eaton. Here Mr. Gans engaged in
the business of teaching, sometimes in town, and sometimes in neighboring districts, which business he followed
for several years, very acceptably to employes and
pupils. During his vacations from the school-room, he
again took up the study of the law, in the office of Messrs.
Chadwick & Drayer, which he continued for a period of
two years, and was admitted to the bar on twenty-sixth
day of May, 185 r.
Whilst engaged in the profession of teaching, M. Gans
took an active interest in everything pertaining to the
business of education. He was conspiciously instrumental in the organization and perfection of the teachers
institute, and other measures for the increased efficiency
of our common school system. Having had to struggle
through difficulties in order to gain an education himself,
he was desirous that the road should be smoothed for
the rising generations. After his admission to the bar
he quit teaching, but did not abate any of his interest in
the progress of school work; and it may by truly said,
that his labors in that direction had much to do in advancing the standard of qualification for the teachers'
profession, and in the increased public interest in common school education.
Judge Gans served as mayor of the village, and on the
board of education, and in other public trusts, and was
an active Republican politician. At the October election,
1857, he was elected to the office of probate judge of
the county and was re-elected to the same office in 186o,
thus serving six years in that important office. On the
breaking out of the 'Rebellion he took an active part in
the enlistment and organization of troops for the army,
and his efforts in that behalf only terminated with the
suppression of the revolt.
Judge Gans died on the thirtieth day of June, A. D.
1865, of disease of the lungs contracted about one year
previously. He was the father of nine children-three
sons and six daughters-six of whom, one son and five
daughters, with the mother, survive him. He was of
medium size, black hair and eyes, bilious temperament,
compactly built, active and athletic. He was fond of
society, of genial disposition, well informed on all subjects
of a general interest, and entertaining in conversation.
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JACOB H. Foos, ESQ.; was born on the twentieth day of
December, A. D. 1825, in Monroe township, in this
county. His father was a native of Berks county, Pennsylvania, born in the year 1781, and emigrated to the
west in the year 18o4. About the year 18o9, he settled
in Warren county, about two miles and a half from
Waynesville. He was a miller by trade, and operated a
grist-mill on the little Miami river for about ten years.
In the year 1819 he removed to a tract of wild land,
which he had previously purchased, in the northern part
of Preble county, the country then being an almost unbroken wilderness, Mr. Foos' family being among the
very first settlers in Monroe township. There he opened
and cultivated a farm, on which he resided until the
time ofhis death in 1842.
Mr. Foos' mother's maiden name was Elizabeth
Roberts, and was married to his father in the Redstone
country. She survived her husband some five years,
dying in the fall of 1847. The subject of this sketch
lived and worked on his father's farm until the attainment
of his seventeenth year, attending the district schools,
taught in the old log school-house of those early days,
during the winter seasons. After the death of his father,.
being desirous of obtaining a better education than the
facilities at hand afforded, he apprenticed himself to the
cabinet-making and painting business, in which capacity
he worked for two and a half years, after which he worked
under wages until by industry and . economy he had
accumulated sufficient means to attend an academy for
two years at Waynesville, Warren county, conducted by
Professor David S. Burson, a most admirable scholar and
teacher, under whose tuition he obtained a very fair
English education.
·
· After leaving school Mr. Foos engaged in the business
of teaching, in the spring of 1849, at Euphemia, in this
county. At the same time he commenced the study of
the law, under the tuition of the late Judge Haines, of
Eaton. On the twenty-sixth of May, 1851, he was admitted to the bar by the supreme court for Preble coun·
ty. Having by this time exhausted all his means, he
employed his time during the summer of that year in
writing for the clerk of the courts.
At the November term of the court of common pleas,
185I, being the first term of court held in the present
court house, Lawyer Foos commenced regularly the
practice of his profession, being thus just as old in the
practice as the court hot1se has existed years. And as
an evidence of his success as a practitioner, and his diligence and assiduity, it may be stated that he has never
missed being present and attending to business at any
term of court held in the house to the present time; and
it would perhaps be no exaggeration to say that he has
assisted in the trial of more doubtful and difficult cases,
both civil and criminal, than any other attorney at this

bar.
Lawyer Foos was married on the sixteenth day of
April, A. D. 1857, to Miss Julia A. Morgan, daughter of
Thomas Morgan,· a pioneer citizen of Eaton. Four
children were born to this marriage, two sons and two
daughters, one of the latter dying in infancy. The sur-

ss

viving daughter, Minnie V. Foos, is a graduate of the
Cincinnati Wesleyan female college.
In politics Mr. Foos has always been a Democrat. In
the year 186o he was the candidate for Presidential elector from this Congressional district on the Douglass
ticket. During the war for the suppression of the Rebellion, he took an active part in the organization of
troops for the army, .and gave efficient aid in furnishing
our township's quota of recruits. From the spring of
1869 to that of 1876 he served as mayor of Eaton, and
during that period most of the public improvements of
any note in the village were constructed, and a general
impetus for the improvement and beautifying of the
town was brought about. He has uniformly been the
advocate of public improvements, and it is to his credit
that he has never taken a fee in any controversy or litigation in relation to public improvements, where if his side
were successful a needed public work would be dafeated.
In former years Mr. Foos was somewhat active in political canvasses, but was never an office seeker. With the
above exception of his mayoralty, he has never either
held or desired official position. Of late years he has
taken but little note or interest in political affairs, but
has devoted himself assiduously to his profession and
business interests. He has built for himself one among
the most sightly and desirable residences in the village,
as well as the law office he has occupied for several
years past. He also built and owns the banking house
occupied by Heistand & Company's bank, and is one of
the partners in said bank. In addition to his extensive
law library, he has in his home a· very extensive library
of substantial and standard historical, scientific, biographical and literary works. He has always been a diligent reader, and is consequently well informed on all
subjects of solid interest.
Perhaps no present member of the Eaton bar has
been the preceptor of as many students of the law as
has Mr. Foos. The following list, some of whom have
become distinguished professionally and politically, have
read law under his tuition, viz: Jesse Ware, Allan May,
Lewis Kisling, Vincent Harbaugh, Benton Saylor, B.
Frank Van Ausdal, John W. Sater, James C. Elliott,
George W. Wilson, Ralph C. Smyer, Warren Fisher,
Elam Fisher, Andrew J. Surface, Abel Risinger, Milton
Crisler, Charles Ashinger.
In point of ability and standing in his profession, Mr.
Foos may be truly said to take rank with the ablest at
t.he Preble county bar. He is especially prominent as
an advocate before a jury.
EuGENE B. BoLENs, ESQ., son of James Bolens, for
many years a prominent merchant of Lewisburgh, was
admitted to the bar by the supreme court for Preble
county on the seventeenth day of May, 1852. Mr. Bolens never engaged in the practice of his profession here,
but in a short time after his admission to the bar he
emigrated to the Sfate of Iowa, where he engaged in the
publication of a county newspaper.
RoBERT MILLER, ESQ., was born in Preble county on the
sixteenth day of July, 1827. His father, Thomas Miller,
was born in Ireland in 1791, and came to the United
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- - - -- -- States in the year I8I8. For six years after his arrival
he traveled extensively through this country. He married Miss Martha Mills, of Clinton county, Ohio, whose
family came from Ireland in the year I8Io. In January,
A. D. 1825, :Mr. Miller and wife settled in Jefferson
township, this county, where they ever afterward lived,
and died. Mrs. Miller died August I6, I851, and Mr.
Miller October 15, 1868, at the age of sixty-eight years.
He performed a large amount of hard pioneer labor, and
was a very useful and much respected citizen.
The subject of our present sketch passed his youth
and early manhood on the home farm, attending the
common district schools during the winter seasons, and
such times as he could be spared from the duties offarm
labor. He never enjoyed the advantages of an academic
course, but by utilizing his spare moments he prepared
himself to assume the charge of a common school, and
at the age of nineteen years began to employ his winters
in teaching, and so continued for some ten years. In the
fall of 1849 he commenced the study of law, under the
preceptorship of the late General Felix Marsh, of Eaton,
and on the seventeenth day of May, I852, was admitted
to the bar.
In the autumn of I855 he was elected prosecuting attorney of Pre~le county, and was twice re-elected, thus
serving six years in that responsible office. At the October election, I863, he was elected a representative in
the general assembly of Ohio. He was a member of the
county military committee during the war, and during
the summer of I 864 served as adjutant of the One Hundred and Fifty-sixth regiment of Ohio national guards.
He was elected mayor of Eaton in 1863 and in I867.
From the year I866 to the first of January, I876, he was
in partnership in the law practice with Colonel L. A.
Harris, the present probate judge of Preble county. In
the Saylor- Kemp contest for a seat in the State senate, in
I87I-2, Mr. Miller, as counsel for 1\lr. Saylor, presented
to the senate a very exhaustive and able argument on
the right of the disabled soldiers of the National asylum
to vote, and which contributed much toward securing for
Mr. Saylor his seat in the senate.
As a politician Mr. Miller has always been an active
worker in the Republican ranks in the county, and equally zealous as an advocate of the cause of temperance.
For many years he has been a member of the Eaton
board of education, and as such has had much to do, by
vote and influence in the board, in increasing the efficiency of our common school system. In May, I 87 5, he
was lay representative from the Dayton presbytery to the
general assembly of the Presbyterian church, which met
in Cleveland, Ohio.
On the tenth day of March, A. D. I857, Mr. Miller
was married to Miss Margaret Ann McQuiston, daughter
of David McQuiston, of Israel township. Three sons
have been born to this union, the eldest of whom, Clarence A. Miller, is a student in Wooster university.
Lawyer Miller is decidedly a self-made man, and has
secured the confidence and esteem of the entire community.
SQUIRE LITI'ELL PIERCE, ESQ., was admitted to the bar

May 20, 1853· He was a native of Gratis township, this
county. Immediately upon his admission to the bar he
went to the northern part of Indiana and engaged in the
practice of his profession.
CEORGE W. SLOAN, ESQ., was admitted to the bar May
20, 1853· Previous to his admission to the bar he had
been engaged several years teaching school, and had
been elected and served three years as county recorder.
Within a year or two after his admission to the bar heremoved to Olney, Richland county, Illinois, where he engaged in the practice of his profession. He was married on the seventeenth day of March, 1839, to Miss
Rachel Banfil, daughter of John Banfil, a pioneer of
Preble county.
JoHN W. WoERNER, ESQ., was admitted to the bar May
20, 1853, and immediately thereafter went to the State
of Illinois.
JOHN VAN Ausi>AI. CAMPBELL, F.SQ., son of Captain
William Campbell, was born in Preble county, December
27,1815. His father was a native of Virginia, but reared
and educated in Kentucky. In the year 18o6, two years
before Preble county was organized, and while its territory was yet a part of Montgomory county, he came to
this State and settled in what is now Lanier township,
Preble county. In the- year 1809 he was married to
Miss Catharine Van Ausdal. Captain Campbell commanded a company of infantry in the War of 1812.
In early life the subject of this sketch received what
education was afforded by the schools taught in the roundlog schr>Ol-houses of that early day, and later acquired
such additional training as qualified him to take charge
of a school himself, which he did at the early age of sixteen years, near New Lexington, on Twin creek. His
brother-in-law, Major F. A. Cunningham, being county
clerk, he was, whilst yet a minor, employed as deputy in
his office. Whilst there he improved his spare time by
studying law in the office of Messrs. McNutt & Hawkins.
In the year 1841, under the administration of Pre.:;ident
Tyler, he was appointed postmaster at Eaton, which position he continued to hold between nine and ten years.
On the twenty-fifth day of July, 1842, Mr. Campbell
was married to Miss Ann Eliza Martm, daughter of
Judge Robert Martin, of Eaton. To this union were
born three sons and eight daughters, all of whom, except
four of the latter, have deceased. At the October election in the year 18 52 he was elected to the office of probate judge, the first elected under the constitution of
18 51. He was subsequently re-elected to the same
office, thus serving six years, making for himself an excellent record as a safe and capable business man. On
the twenty-second day of May, 1856, he was admitted to
•
the bar.
In the year 1858 Judge Campbell formed a partnership for the practice of law with William J. Gilmore, esq.,
but the latter being soon afterward elected to fill a vacancy in the office of common pleas judge, the partnership
was dissolved, and in the following November (1858),
Judge Campbell formed a partnership with Jacob H.
Foos, esq., which continued for three years. At the expiration of this time, his partnership with Judge Gilmore
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was renewed, which continued until February, 1867,
when it was again dissolved by reason of Judge Gilmore's
election to the common pleas bench. He then entered
into partnership with James A. Gilmore, esq., which continued until the last named partner was elected to the
common pleas bench. In the year 1873 he was elected
to the office of prosecuting attorney, and served in said
office three years.
Judge Campbell has for many years been a member of
the Eaton board of education, and connected with all
the moral and educational interests of the community.
He has been a zealous supporter of all temperance organizations, and his influence and example have been
always exerted upon the side of religion and morality.
Since I84 r he has been the secretary and treasurer of
the Preble county branch of the American Bible society.
Judge Campbell is regarded as the father of Odd
Fellowship in this county, by his brethren. In the year
I842 he became a member of the order himself, and in
1844, assisted by four others, organized the first lodge
in Eaton, of which he was the presiding officer. Subsequently twelve other lodges of the order have been
organized in the county, as the issue of that one; and
for a number of years the order was represented in the
grand lodge of the United States, by Judge Campbell.
JunGE }EHU W. KING is a native of Warren county,
Ohio, and was born at Ridgeville, in that county, on the
eleventh day of October, 18z9. When Jehu was but
two years old his father removed to Pyrmont, in Montgomery county, which was the home of our subject, for
some twenty-five years.
After receiving a sufficient
preparatory education in the common schools of his district, and after having exercised the office of teacher
himself while yet a minor, he entered Wesleyan university at Delaware, as a student, in the year r8so, about
the time he attained majority.
After graduating from college, he again took up the
profession of teacher, which he pursued for some eight
or ten years, in Montgomery and Preble counties.
Judge King has been twice married-first, to Miss
Sarah J. Baker, daughter of John Baker, of Montgomery county, on the first day of May, A. D. r854;
second, to Mrs. Sarah J. Taylor, of Winchester, Preble
county, on the tenth day of April, A. D., 186o, his first
wife having died in March, 1858.
Judge King commenced the study of the law, principally under the preceptorship of General Felix Marsh,
and after about three years preparation he was admitted
to the bar in the year r8s8, by the distri<!l court for
Butler county. In the year 1857 he had removed to
Camden, in this county, where after his admission he
commenced the practice, alternating the practice with
teaching school for some years. Some little while after
his removal to Camden, he was appointed a member of
the board of school examiners for Preble county.
In the year 1865 .Mr. King was elected to the office
of prosecuting attorney, and re-elected to the same oflice in 1867-thus holding the office two successive
terms. In the month of March, r866, he removed to
the village of Eaton_ In the year 1869 he was elected

to the office of probat~ judge, and re-elected in 1872,
serving six years in that responsible office. After the
expiration of his term of office he resumed the practice
of his profession, and continued to reside in Eaton until the year 1878, when he removed to a farm near
Sugar valley, in Dixon township, where he now lives.
As an attorney he stood well at the bar, hut his practice has been too often interrupted by official duties to
have made a brilliant record. In official duties, his
record is "without spot or blemish." Politically he has
always been a Republican, and an earnest and able advocate of the principles of that party, both in conversation and in public speeches and lectures; and his counsels have always had due weight with his political party.
His influence has always been on the side of religion,
morality, and temperance; and his ability as a lecturer is
second to that of but few.
JosEPH T. GA~s, ESQ., was admitted to the bar, by the
supreme court for Preble county, .May 7, r858. He
had been engaged in teaching for some years in this
county, and soon after admission to the bar removed to
Richmond, Indiana, where he still resides.
•
RoBERT WILSON QuiNN, ES<J., son of General John
Quinn, was born on the twenty-eighth day of September,
A. D. 1835, at his father's farm in Twin township. His
early education was acquired in the country district
schools, in which were taught in those days only the
common branches of reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, and English grammar, with occasionally a
teacher who was capable of giving instruction in the
elements of algebra. He entered as a pupil in Farmer'~
college in the fall of r853, and remained there (with the
exception of six months in which he was engaged in
teaching) until about the first of July, I856.
Soon after leaving school, Mr. Quinn commenced the
study of law with William J. Gilmore, esq., of Eaton,
who afterwards was one of the justices of the supreme
court of the State. After studying nearly two years under his tuition, the subject of our sketch entered the law
school of the Cincinnati college, and graduated in April,
1858, and was admitted to the bar in Cincinnati. Among
his class-mates, and who graduated at the same time,
were Hon. Edmund F_ Noyes, United States minister to
France, Hon. Samuel McKee, of Kentucky, Judges
Avery and Moore, of the common pleas bench of Hamilton county. After graduating he studied nearly one
year in the law office of Messrs. Bates & Scarborough,
in Cincinnati, and practiced there for a short time.
A short time before the breaking out of the war of
the Rebellion, Mr. Quinn returned to his father's farm,
and did not resume the practice of his profession until
after the close of the war. He was married on the
twenty-fifth day of January, 186 I, to l\liss Josephine M.
Palmer, of Cincinnati, and has two children now living,
both sons. During the war of the Rebellion he served
four months in the One Hundred and Fifty·sixth regiment, Ohio volunteer infantry (one of the "hundred days"
regiments), and was engaged in one skirmish wtth the
enemy, known as the battle of Fulks' Mill, near the city
of Cumberland, Maryland.
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In the month of April, I867, ·Lawyer Quinn removed
to Eaton, and resumed the practice of his profession,
which he has continued to the present time. The only
public office that he has ever held, was the office of
mayor of Eaton, which he held for a short period in
I869, by appointment to fill an unexpired term. In
February, I 87 5, he was admitted to practice in the circuit court of the United States, at Cincinnati. His
tastes have led him to devote his attention, almost exclusively, to civil practice, and the settlement of estates,
partnerships, and trusts; and he has been engaged, either
as attorney or referee, in some of the heaviest and most
complex cases of these kinds in the county. He has
also been a diligent student of general literature, and
especially of history; and he has one of the best selected
historical libraries in the county, together with the standard poets, and such books of reference as the American
Encyclopedia.
JAMES T . MuRPHY, ESQ., was admitted to the bar, May
4, I86o. He was born in Iteland, and immigrated to
this country when a very young man. He had a quite
fair education, and was engaged in the business of teaching for several years, in Monroe township, in this county.
After his admission he opened an office in Eldorado,
where he remained some time, and then removed to
Darke county.
LEWIS C. SWERER, ESQ., was born on the fifth day of
July, I83r, in Jefferson township, near the village of
Gettysburgh. He was raised on a farm, and obtained
his education in the district schools of his vicinity. At
the age of eighteen years he commenced teaching school,
which business he followed for several successive years.
He read law in the office of General Felix Marsh, in
Eaton, and was admitted to the bar, January I3, I86o.
He commenced the practice of his profession the same
year, in partnership with his preceptor, but the partnership terminated in a few months, when he returned to
his father's farm, where he remained until September,
I86I. From the twenty-first day of September, I86I,
until April, I863, he served as lieutenant of company E,
Fifth Ohio volunteer cavalry.
On the first day of April, I86o, Mr. Swerer was married to Miss Terissa 0 . Jaqua. After his discharge from
service in the army, he resided on the farm until some
time in the year 1866, when he removed to Huntington,
Indiana, and engaged in the practice of the law-subsequently removing to Winchester, Indiana; from which
latter place he removed to Mexico, Missouri, in the year
I869. He continued his residence and the practice of
his profession in the last named place until the year
1876, when he returned to Ohio, and now resides in
New Paris, this county.
IsAAC E. CRAIG, ESQ., located at Camden, in this
county, is the third child, and oldest son, of Isaac and
Hope (Jennings) Craig, and was born on the eleventh
day of February, A. D. I84o, in New Boston, Wayne
county, Indiana, where his parents resided for a few
years. The father and mother of the subject of our
s"ketch had spent the greater part of their time in Warren
county, Ohio, and their partiality for the State led them

to return to it in I847, when they settled at Camden.
Young Craig obtained the rudiments of his education
at the village schools; supplemented by an attendance
at Greenmount academy, at Richmond, Indiana. He
entered Miami university as a student in 18~8, and
graduated in the scientific department of that" institution
with the class of I859· He had already decided upon
following a professional life, and commenced the study
of the law in the office of Judge James Clark, of Hamilton. The more advanced study of the profession was
pursued at the Ohio Law college, at Cleveland, from
which Mr. Craig graduated in 1862. In that year he was
admitted to practice in the common pleas and district
courts of Cuyahoga county and in the United States
courts, and remain·~d five years in the city of Cleveland
in the practice of his chosen profession.
In the year I867 Mr. Craig returned to Camden, where
he has since constantly resided, with the exception of a
brief interim when he re-located at Cincinnati with the
intention to make that his permanent abode. Very soon
after his removal to the city (in I874), however, he was
recalled to Camden by the death of his father ; and being compelled to give so much of his attention to the
business which devolved upon him in settling up the
estate, he abandoned the purpose of making the city his
home, and re-opened his office in Camden, with the intention of remaining permanently. He was married in
I86I, to Miss Mary Coffin, of Richmond, Indiana.
VICTOR WALDO LAKE, ESQ., was admitted a member of
the bar on the twenty-second day of July, I863. He
never engaged in the practice of the law, but is now, and
for several years past has been, in the drug and medicine
trade in Eaton.
B. FRANK VAN AUSDAL, ESQ., was admitted a member
the bar on the twenty-second day of July, I863, but
never engaged in the practice here. On the second day
of August, 1865, he was married to Miss Nancy Pottenger, daughter of the late Thomas Pottenger, of Somers
township, and after a residence of a few years at Camden
he emigrated to Kansas, where he has since been engaged
in the improvement of a farm.
CoLONEL ANDREW LINTNER HARRIS was born in Butler county, Ohio, on the seventeenth day of November,
I8JS· His grandfather, Joseph Harris, came from Ireland about 1797; spe-nt a few years in Pennsylvania;
then came to Cincinnati, where, on the fourth of March,
I 8o2, he married Jane Kirkpatrick, and finally settled in
Butler county soon after the close of the War of 1812.
Benjamrn Harris, son of Joseph, and father of Andrew
L., was born in Cincinnati on the third day of February,
1803, and married Nancy Lintner, of Butler county, on
the third day of April, 1829. A farmer by occupation
he was well educated, and was a prominent and very useful member of community.
Colonel Harris had the usual farmer's boyhood; received the rudiments of an education in the district
schools of his vicinity, which, by the time that he arrived
at school age, had improved very much from their more
primitive condition, and completed his education at
Miami university. Whilst he was yet almost an infant,
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his father had left Bulter county, and purchased the farm
in Dixon township that was first settled and improved by
Henry Bristow, being the southwest quarter of section
number two, of that township.
After completing his studies at the university, Mr.
Harris read law in the office of Messrs. Thompson &
Harris in Eaton, but the war of the Rebellion caused the
postponement of his admission to the bar until the
twenty-eighth day of April, 1865. In April, 186r, he
enlisted as a private in the Twentieth Ohio volunteer infantry for three months service, but went out as second
lieutenant of company C, and was mustered out as captain of his company in August· following. In October
he recruited company C, of the Seventy-fifth Ohio volunteer infantry, for three years service, and was commissioned its captain November 9, 1861.
The first engagement participated in by Captain Harris
was the battle of McDowell, West Virginia, on the eighth
day of May, r862, where the Union troops bravely held
their ground against six times their number of the enemy,
and which General Milroy reported as being the
"bloodiest battle of the war for the number el'gaged."
Here Captain Harris was seriously wounded by a gunshot in the right arm, by which he was permanently disabled. Then followed the battles of Cedar Mountain,
Virginia, on the eighth of August, and the second battle
of Bull run on the twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth and
thirtieth of the same month. Here for a time the fighting was bloody in the extreme, and company C was in
the hottest of the fray. As an evidence of the severity
of the fire, it was found that over ninety shots took
effect ">n the colors of the Seventy-fifth during the battle.
On the twelfth of January, r863, Captain Harris was
promoted to the rank of Major, and in the terrible engagement of Chancellorsville, beginning on May 2,
1863, the Seventy-fifth was distinguished for the bravery
of its officers and men. In consequence of the peculiarity of its position, it was compelled frequently to
change front under a severe fire, but acquitted itself in
a most gallant manner. Colonel Reilly was killed and
Major Harris was promoted to the command of his regiment, his rank dating May 3· At the battle of Gettysburgh Colonel Harris had command of the Second brigade of the First division of the Eleventh corps, and distinguished himself by a daring and successful charge upon
the enemy occupying a ledge of rocks. His command
was subjected to a galling fire during the three days of
the engagement, and was the first to enter Gettysburgh
after the battle. The Seventy-fifth lost heavily, and
Colonel Harris was severely wounded
On the eighteenth of the following August the Ohio
brigade, to which the Seventy-fifth belonged, was placed
in the trenches on Morris island, and there remained
until after the fall of Forts Wagner and Gregg, on the
seventh of September. The heat was intense, and the
troops suffered severely. Previous to the proposed attack the brigade was moved back to Folly island, in order that if the attempt on Fort Wagner proved unsuccessful, the troops would not all be sacrificed. On the
night of the sixth, Colonel Harris, with nine hundred se·

.

lect men, was detailed to make the assault on the sea
front, with instructions to assault the works at dayli5ht
in the morning; but the enemy observing the operations
abandoned the fort.
In February, 1864, the Seventy-fifth was sent to Jacksonville, Florida, and there mounted; and until its term
of service expired performed very efficient cavalry duty;
in which may be instanced a very daring raid made by
Colonel Harris, in the following May, to the head-waters
of the St. John and Kissinnee rivers, on which expedition, besides destroying a large amount of cotton and
other Confederate stores, he captured and brought in
some five thousand head of fine beef cattle, and that, too
without the loss of a man.
On the fourteenth of August Colonel Harris was imprudently sent by General Hatch on an expedition to the
rear of the enemy, into the interior of Florida, with a
little band of only two hundred mounted men. He
obeyed orders, took a few prisoners, but was met by a
much superior force, compelling his command to ride
day and night to keep out of the enemy's hands. On
the morning of the seventeenth he halted at Gainesville
to rest, supposing himself temporarily secure, but was
soon attacked by a force of about fonrteen hundred
men. As retreat was impossible, he fought desperately
for two hours and a half, when, his ammunition giving
out, no alternative was left but to surrender or cut his
way through seven times his number of the enemy.
Desperate as was the attempt, he succeeded, taking with
him about one·half of his little band, and by swift
marches reached Jacksonville.
Colonel Harris was mustered out of service as colonel
of the Seventy-fifth on the fifteenth of January, 1865.
While distinguished for great prudence and caution, and
for the care he took of the men of his command, he
never faltered when duty called to action. On the thirteenth of March following, as a compliment for his gallant and meritorious services during the war, he was brevetted brigadier general
In the fall of 1865, he was elected to a seat in the
senate of Ohio from the counties of Preble and Montgomery, and served therein two years, in which position
he made a very creditable record. On the seventeenth
day of October, 1865, he was married to Miss Caroline
Conger, daughter of Eli Conger, esq., and to this union
one son has been born. In the spring of 1 866, the
colonel formed a partnership for the practice of law
with Robert Miller, esq., which continued until January
r, 1876. At the October election of 1875 he was
elected to the office of probate judge of Preble county,
and re-elected to the same office in 1878.
Colonel Harris possesses all the elements that constitute a cultured and polished gentleman, but his most
prominent characteristic is a conscientious, unswerving
adherence to principle. He has always been a staunch
Republican in politics, and an intelligent and efficient
worker for the advancement of what he believes to be
the true principles for the perpetuity of a , republican
form of government.
ABSALOM STIVER, ESQ., was born on the fourteenth day
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ofNovember, A. D. 1818, in Montgomery county. Like
so many others of the leading men of the community, he
received all his education in the common district schools,
and by diligent use of all his spare time from other avocations in self-study and reading. In the year 1849 he
came to this county and located in the village of Winchester, where he prose~<:uted the cabinet making busi. ness, which trade he had previously learned. He was
married on the fourth day of July, r857, to Miss Rachel
Saylor, daughter of Martin Saylor (one of the pioneer
settlers of Gratis township), and sister of Dr. Christian
Saylor.
In the year r8sr Mr. Stiver was elected justice of the
peace, and with the exception of an interval of six years,
has held the office ever since, and is now an incumbent
thereof. In the year I 854 he was elected to the office
of county commissioner, and served therein but one term
of three years, declining a re-election. In the year 1861
he was elected a representative in the general assembly
of Ohio, in which office he served but a single term,
again declining a re-election. He was admitted to the
bar as an attorney and counsellor at law on the twentysixth day of April, A. D. 1866, in the district court for
Preble county, and admitted to practice in the United
States. courts in 1874·
Lawyer Stiver is esteemed as an attorney of fair capacity, having a competent knowledge of the law and of the
forms of business, and a man of sound, exemplary morals.
CHARLES M. E~IERICK, ESQ., was admitted to the bar by
the district court for Preble county, May g, I867. He
never practiced at the bar in this county.
THOMAS J. LARSH, ESQ., was born in Dixon township,
Preble county, on the twentieth day of September, A. D.
I 8o9. He was the second son of the late Colonel Paul
Larsh, a pioneer settler of this county, a sketch of whose
life will be found in another place in this volume. In
early life the subject of this notice was subject to all the
privations and hardships of frontier pioneer life. The
farm on which he was reared was on the verge of a wilderness of some miles in extent, and he was some ten to
twelve years of age before there was any improvement,
by way of farm or house, within a distance of half a dozen
miles to the west. Nightly, and almost every night the
year around, the howling of the wolves could be heard in
the family dwelling, the most dismal sound that was ever
heard. Sometimes there appeared, from the sound, to
be dozens of them in the pack, and that they were within
a few rods of the door.
Up to the age of between nine and ten years our subject had attended two or three short terms of school,
taught in the typical log cabin school-house of that day.
On the first day of January, 18I9, his father having been
elected sheriff in October, r8r8, the family removed to
Eaton, where facilities for schooling were of a somewhat
better class. Here he had the benefit, with other members of the family, of the improved advantages in the
way of schools. The family remained in Eaton three
years to a day, and during that time young Larsh had
been in the school-room perhaps two full years. At the
time he left school (for he was never afterwards in a

school-room until he went in as a teacher) he was a very
fair reader, understood the grammar of the English language passably well, and was a fair Latin scholar-could
read and construe Virgil and Cicero with reasonable facility.
From the first day of January, I 822, to the month of
August, 1824,young Larsh was employed upon his father's
farm, assisting in all the labors of that avocation as occasion required. At the time indicated (August, 1824) he
went into the printing office of the Eaton Weekly Register,
as an apprentice to Hon. San.uel Tizzard to learn the
"trade, art, and mystery" (as his articles of indenture expressed it), of the printing business. In this situation he
continued four years.
In October of 1828 he went to
Montgomery county, Indiana, in company with an uncle
who was moving his family to that county, and after remaining there some five or six weeks he went on foot
down the Wabash river to Vincennes, and from thence
acrose; the country to Louisville, Kentucky, where he remained during the winter, at work in a printing establishment-most of the time at press work on stereotype
plates.
In the month of March, 1829, after returning home
from Louisville, he went to Piqua, Miarni county, where
he was employed in the office of the Piqua Register,
until August of that year, and then commenced teaching
school in the vicinity of that town, and continued at that
In June, 1831, he bought the
business one year.
Richm_or.d Palladium printing office from Nelson
Boone (who had started the paper six months before),
and commenced the publication of that paper on the
first day of July of that year. He continued the publication about two years, and then sold out to Hon. David
P. Holloway.
After disposing of the printing business Mr. Larsh engaged in the farming and lumbering business at a farm
and water-power about five miles below Richmond, on
Whitewater. There he remained about six years, and
then sold out and came back to Preble county, and
bought a stt:am saw-mill in Jackson township, which he
operated about six years.
Meantime Mr. Larsh was married, on the eleventh day
of May, 1831, to Miss Margaret Manning, daughter of
John Manning, the original proprietor of the city of Piqua.
There were born to this union five children, two daughters and three sons-two of the latter dying in infancy.
At the October election, 1847, Mr. Larsh was elected
to the office of county surveyor, and soon after his election removed to the village of Eaton, where he has uninterruptedly resided up to the present time. It may be
as well to say here, that by subsequent re-elections, from
time to time, and with longer or shorter intervals, he has
held the office of county surveyor between fifteen and
eighteen years.
In the month of April, r8so, he was
elected to represent Preble and Montgomery counties in
the Constitutional convention that framed the present
constitution of the State. That convention met in Columbus on the sixth day of May, r8so, and after a session of about two months, on account of the breaking
out of the cholera in that city, it adjourned to meet in
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- - - -- - -- -- - - - - - - - --- - - -- - - ---grand children are now alive. His· eldest daughter,
Cincinnati on the first day of the following December.
born in Richmond, Indiana, May 1, 1832, the wife of
It met accordingly, and having completed its labors adjourned early in the succeeding March.
S. T . Finney, died iri Illinois in the year 1857, leaving
one daughter, who is now the wife of Walter S. Van
After the adjournment of the convention, Mr. Larsh
Tuyl, of West Alexandria. His only son that survived
was employed for about two years as editor of the
infancy-Bluejacket Larsh-enlisted in the SeventyEaton Weekly Register, then published by William B.
Tizzard, esq., the son of the original proprietor of the
fifth Ohio volunteer mfantry (Colenel Harris' regiment}
paper. In the year 1857 and again in 1858, he visited
in 1854, and was captured by the rebels in Florida,
taken to the infamous Andersonville prison, and there
the State of Iowa, to prosecute the business of selecting
he was so reduced by starvation and exposure that
wild lands and locating military bounty land warrants
when finally sent forward for exchange to Florence,
thereon. In pursuit of this occupation he traversed a
considerable portion of the newer or western portion of South Carolina, he only lived two days after arriving at
that place. Mrs. Margaret Larsh, our subject's wife,
that State on foot, and selected and located some fifteen
to twenty thousand acres of land.
died on the twenty-ninth day of August, A. D. 1869.
In the year 186o Mr. Larsh was elected to the office
Since his bereavement Mr. Larsh has made his home
of auditor of Preble county, and by two subsequent refor the most part with his only surviving daughter,
elections held the office six years. During his incumOllitippa Unger, wife of John H. Unger, who has two
bency the business of the office was largely augmented
children, a son and a daughter.
and complicated by township, and county and State
WILLIAM WALLACE PARDUE, ESQ., was admitted to the
bar by the district court for Preble county, on the twentylevies for the purpose of furnishing support for the families of soldiers in the field, and for bounties for volunfifth day of May, 1868. He was not a citizen of this
teers. The business of the office, however, was concounty, nor ever practiced here.
ducted with such care and skill, that no complaint was
WILLIAM E. CHAMBERS, ESO., was admitted to the bar,
cl·er heard as to the efficiency of its administration.
by the district court for Preble county, May 14, 1869.
Afterwards, during the incumbency of Mr. Barnhiser in
He was the son of James L Chambers, esq., formerly
the office, Mr. Larsh served two years as his deputy.
of Butler county, and who came to this place about
On the tenth day of May, A. D. 1867, our subject
1862, and was connected for some years with the mawas admitted to the bar, as an attorney and counsellor
chine-shop and flooring-mill. Soon after his admission
at law, by the district court for Preble county. He has
to the bar, young Chambers removed to Ottumwa, Iowa.
never engaged in the practice of his profession as a regSAMUEL H. QuiNN, son of General John Quinn, and
ular business, but occasionally takes charge of a case of brother of Robert W. Quinn, esq., was called to the bar
minor moment, or assists in the settlement of probate
May 14, 1869. Immediately after his admisr.ion he
went to Cincinnati and commenced the practice of his
business.
profession in that city.
On the first Monday of January, 1876, he went into
GEORGE W. WILSON, ESQ., son of Jefferson Wilson, is a
the State treasury as chief clerk, under appointment
native of Somers township, this county, and was called
of Major J. M. Millikin, State treasurer, where he remained two years conducting the business of that office
to the bar May 14, 1869, at the same time with the two
to the entire satisfaction of his principal, and of every
gentlemen last named. After his admission he engaged
in the practice in this place for a few months, but soon
one having business with the office.
after was employed in the internal revenue service of
After returning from his sojourn at the State capital,
the Government, in which he has been engaged up to
he again went into the auditor's office as deputy, under
the present time, residing in Hamilton.
Samuel Oldfather.
}AMES C. ELLIOIT, _ESQ., son of John Elliott, was
On the twenty-fourth day of June, 1836, Mr. Larsh
born in Dixon township, this county; read for the bar in
was admitted to membership in the Masoqic order in
the office of Jacob H. Foos, esq., and was admitted to
Webb Lodge No. 4z, at Richmond, Indiana. In the
the practice May xo, 187o. He commenced practicing
year 1844, being then a resident of Jackson township,
first in the town of Bradford, Miami county, but subsethis county, he transferred his membership to Bolivar
quently removed to Greenville, Darke county, where he
Lodge No. 82, Eaton, Ohio. Subsequently he received
is residing at present
the royal arch degrees, and has been admitted to memALEXANDER F. ANDERSON, ESQ., a citizen of Pauldbership in Reed Commandery, Dayton, of Knight's
In the year 1851, as worthy master of ing county, Ohio, was admitted to the bar as an attorney
Templar.
and counsellor at law, by the district court for Preble
Bolivar Lodge, he attended the grand lodge of Ohio at
Cint;:innati, and was a regular attendant on the sescounty, on the tenth of May, 1870.
sions of that body for more than twenty years, and was
FREDERICK L. WooD, ESQ., of Montgomery county,
was admitted to the bar by the district court for Preble
twice elected to the office of junior grand warden. He
county, on the fourth day of May, A. D. 1871. Nothing
also for many years represented his chapter in the
is known here of the antecedents or present status of
grand royal arch chapter of the State, and was twice
the two gentlemen last named.
elected to the office of grand high priest of the grand
LuTHER C. ABBOIT, ESQ., is a native of Hampshire
Chapter.
county, Massachusetts, born in x831. In youth he reOf Mr. Larsh's family, only one daughter and three
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ceived an academic education, and at an early age commenced teaching in his native state. In the year I856
he came to Preble county and taught school for some
two years. He read law in the office of the late Judge
Haines, and was called to the bar in the year I 8 59, and
at once formed a partnership with his preceptor, which
continued some eight years. In I86I he was elected
prosecuting attorney, and in I86j was re-elected. He
was also three times elected mayor of Eaton. In r 879
he removed to Richmond, Indiana, where he now resides
and is engaged in the practice of his profession.
WILLIAM W. AKER was born at New Madison, Darke
county, Ohio, October 19, 1833. In addition to the ordinary district school facilitie~, he had the benefit of an
academic course, and was subsequently engaged in teaching ior some twelve years in this and adjoining counties.
He attended a course of instruction at Smith's Commercial college, and graduated from that institution. After
reading law for two years he took a regular course in the
law school of Cincinnati college, and graduated in I 87 2,
and was admitted to the Bar in the district court for
Hamilton county immediately thereafter. In the year
I862, during the war of the Rebellion, he enlisted in the
Ninety-third regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was
commissioned second lieutenant of Company H.
After his admission to the bar he established an office
for the practice of his profession in West Alexandria,
where he has since resided. In the year r853 he was
married to Miss Harriet N. Stevens, of Cincinnati.
}AMES ALEXANDER GILMORE, ESQ., was born on the
eleventh day of July, A.D. I834, in Israel township,
Preble county. His father, Dr. Eli Gilmore, was a
Virginian, and immigrated to Preble county in the year
I825. During his minority, the subject of this sketch
received a passably fair education in the common schools,
as good as could be obtained at that time, but had no
benefits of an academic training. In the year 1852,
when at the age of eighteen years, he went to Eaton, and
entered as a student in the law office of his brother,
Judge Wm. J. Gilmore. Whilst pursuing his studies
there, he worked in the several county offices as occasion
and opportunity offered. In the year 1854, he went to
the city of Cincinnati, and entered the law school of
Cincinnati college, where he graduated in 1855, and was
admitted to the bar by the district court of Butler county,
on the day after he attained his majority.
After his admission he returned to Eaton and commenced the practice with his brother, where he remained
until the year I858, in which year he went to Indiana and
established an office for the practice of his profession in
Greencastle, Putnam county. Here he remained.two years,
and then returned to Eaton. Previous to his return, however, in the year 1859 he married Miss Lizzie Applegate,
at Greencastle. At this time he remained at Eaton but a
single year, returning in 186o with his wife to Greencastle, where her parents resided.
In the fall of 1861, Mr. Gilmore enlisted in the fortythird regiment, Indiana volunteer infantry, for service in
the war for the suppression of the rebellion. Pretty
soon after his regiment was mustered into service, he

was detailed in the quartermaster's department, where
he served during the term of his enlistment-three years.
His regiment was one of the first that entered .Memphis.
Afterwards the command went to Helena, Arkansas,
thence to Little Rock, Camden, etc., remaining, however,
most of the time at Little Rock.
Having been in the service the full term of his enlistment, he was honorably discharged in the fall of 1864.
His wife having died whilst he was in the service, soon
after his discharge he re-enlisted in the ninety-first
regiment Ohio volunteer infantry-one of the regiments
forming the twenty-third army corps. With this command he went to North Carolina. He was again detailed
from his regiment, and served his time principally in the
judge advocate's department. A part of the time, however, he was a clerk under Captain Phineas R . .Minor, in
the commissary department.
After 'his discharge, in I865, upon the conclusion of
the war, our subject spent a year in the west, and then
returned to his old horne in Eaton, and formed a partnership for the practice of his profession with Judge J. V.
Campbell. On the twelfth day of November, 1869, he was
married to Miss Ada M. Hendricks, daughter of General
George D. Hendricks. Some time after his marriage he
removed to the city of Hamilton and opened an office for
the practice of law, where he remained two years and then
returned to Eaton, and has resided here ever since. Still
retaining his partnership with Judge Campbell, he continued his law practice until the spring of I879, when he
was elected an additional judge of the court of common
pleas for this sub-division, which office he now holds.
Judge Gilmore is an able advocate before a jury,
logical in presenting his cases before the court, and quite
distinguished as a lecturer.
WILLIAM A. WEAVER, ESQ., was admitted to the bar by
the district court for Preble county on the fourteenth
day of April, A.D., 1874.
JoHN .M. SHAEFER is a native of this county, and was
born April, 1820. He commenced reading law with
General Felix .Marsh in 1854, and discontinued it to
engage in other pursuits. About 186o he resumed his
reading, this time with Robert .Miller, esq., and was
admitted to practice April 24, 1874. The same fall he
opened an .office in Camden where he has since resided.
He was elected justice of the peace in Somers township
in t86I, serving until 187o, and was mayor of Camden
from I8S8 until about 1868.
FRANK G. THOMPSON, ESQ., was admitted to the bar
on the ninth day of .May, 1876. He is the only son of
the late Judge G. W. Thompson, and -is a native of
Eaton. He is a young man of fair promise, who has
not been engaged in the practice of law long enough to
have established a reputation as a practitioner; nor is he
old enough to have formed such acquaintance as would
command a remunerative line of business in the profession. He has served for some two years as the secretary
of the Preble County Agricultural society, in which department he has acquitted himself with credit.
LEVIN T. STEPHEN, ESQ., son of John R. Stephen, esq.,
is a native of the village of Eaton, and was admitted to
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the bar on the ninth day of May, 1876. Young Stephen
has been engaged to some extent in the business of teaching school, and since his admission to the bar, and even
before, we believe, has been employed as local editor of
the Eaton Weekly Register.
Mr. Stephen's education was obtained wholly in the
public schools of the village of Eat0n, and his erudition
will compare favorably with that of many young men
who can boast of academic or collegiate polish. His
practice of the law has been quite limited as yet, but will
doubtless increase as his ability comes to be better known.
He is of very retiring disposition, and too modest to push
himself into notice.
MARCUS L. HoLT, ESQ., is a native of Morrow county,
Ohio, and was born on the nineteenth day of July,
1841. After the usual preparatory training in the district schools in the place of his nativity, he entered as a
student in the Ohio Wesleyan university at Delaware,
and in due time graduated, having gone through the
classical course of that institution. Then for two years
he had charge of the academy at Berkshire, Ohio, in
conjunction with his sister. In the year 1864, after having taught some five years, he came to Eaton and was
employed as principal of the public schools of this place
for one year. He then conducted a school in the city of
Richmond, Indiana, for one year, after which he returned
to Eaton and was engaged in the mercantile business in
company with his brother-in-law, William E. Doyle, for
two years.
Shortly after closing up his mercantile business, the
Excelsior School Furniture Manufacturing company was
organized here, in which Mr. Holt was a partner and
business manager up to the time the establishment was
remo•.-ed to Indianapolis, and for some time afterwards,
we believe.
On the thirty-first day of August, 1865 he was married to
Miss Sarah J. Walters, daughter of Mr. Joseph Walters.
He read law in the office of Messrs. Campbell & Gilmore,
and was called to the bar May g, 1876. He engaged in
the practice of his profession soon after his admission,
and is succeediJtg in building up a practice as rapidly as
most young men.
OscAR SHEPPARD, ESQ., was born in Muskingum
county, Ohio, July 15, 1844, and in the year 1857 removed with his father's family to near Newark, Licking
county, where he continued to reside until the year 1861.
In July of that year he enlisted in Captain Edwin Nichols' company C, Twenty-seventh Ohio volunteer infantry,
in which he;: served until the close of the war for the suppression of the rebellion. His regiment was a part of
the famous "Ohio legion," and he participated in all its
battles and engagements. He re-enlisted with his regiment January 1, x864, "for three years or during the
war;" was wounded at the battle of Atlanta, July 22,
1864; was present at the surrender of Johnson in North
Carolina, in I 86 5; participated in the grand review at
Washington, and was mustered out of service as sergeant
major of his regiment at Louisville, Kentucky, in the
month of August, I865.
After his return from the successful termination of the
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war, having then just attained his majority, he resumed
his educational pursuits, first in the public schools of
Newark, and then in the national normal school at Lebanon, Ohio. In the year I 869 he came to Preble county,
and during nine years thereafter was engaged in teaching
-for six years of that time as principal of the public
schools in West Alexandria. In the year 1873 he was
appointed a member of the board of county school examiners, and has been twice reappointed.
In the year 1872 he commenced the study of law in
the office of Jonathan Rees, esq., of Newark, where he
remained during three vacations. After a short interval
he resumed the study in the office of Messrs. Campbell
& Gilmore, in Eaton, where he completed his preparatory course, and was called to the bar on the ninth day
of May, I877. In June, 1878, he opened an office in
the village of West Alexandria, where he is now engaged
in the practice.
On the fourth day of September 1877, Mr. Sheppard
was married to Miss Alice C. Gale, daughter of John H.
Gale (deceased), of West Alexandria.
LEWIS M. DILLMAN, ESQ., son of Joseph Dillman, of
the vicinity of Camden, was admitted to the bar on the
ninth day of May, 1877. We believe Mr. Dillman is
now (I 88o) travelling in the State of Illinois in the interest of a school book publishing company.
JoHN A. MoORE, ESQ., was admitted to the bar, by the
district court for Preble county, April :z8, I 879. He is
a citizen of New Paris, this county.
JOSEPH "GIDEON McNuTT, ESQ., was a native of Eaton,
and born October 7, I833· He was the only son of John
M. U. McNutt, esq., and Jane C. Hawkins McNutt.
He was admitted to the bar, and practiced in this county,
and also in Indiana, but we have not been able to get
hold of any records that would enable us to trace his
history. His friends in Indiana have been written to on
the subject, but no answer obtained. He died at Richmond, Indiana, March 2, I877, of consumption.
WILLIAM A NEAL, born February 2, 1853, read law
under Winfield Freeman, esq., then of Eaton. He was
admitted to the bar before the supreme court of Ohio
March 5, 1878, and at once commenced practice in
Eaton, where he still resides. He was elected mayor of
Eaton April, 188o.
MARCus BRUTUS CHADWICK, ESQ., son of Samuel R.
Chadwick (an emigrant from western New York, and a
merchant of New Paris, afterwards of Winchester, in this
county), was educated at Miami university, and after being admitted to the bar as an attorney at law, came to
Eaton in the year 1848, and opened an office for the
practice of his profession. In 1849 he was elected prosecuting attorney. In 1853 he quit the practice, and
bought a farm and saw-mill in Gasper township. After
several years he removed to Shelby county, Indiana,
where he at present resides. We have been unable to
obtain any further data for a more extended notice.
Mr. Chadwick has been written to, but no response received.
JoHN B. DRAYER, ESQ., a native of Butler county,
after being called to the bar, came to Eaton in the year
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- -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- -- - - - - - - -- - -I85o, and secured a partnership in the law practice with
CHAPTER XVIII.
M. B. Chadwick, esq. He was here but a few years, and
RAILROADS.
removed to Mount Pleasant, Iowa, where he has been
THE
EATON
AND
HAMILTON-ciNCINNATI,
RICHMOND AND
on the bench as circuit judge for a number of years.
CHICAGO.
FELIX M. MARSH was born in Eaton, Preble county,
Ohio, May I5, I843, and received his education in the
The Eaton & Hamilton railroad company was organpublic schools of that place and at Miami university.
ized under special charter in I84q, and its object was to
He read law with his father, Felix Marsh, and was adconstruct a railroad from Eaton, Preble county, by such
mitted to practice in the United States court at Washroute as the directors might select, to Hamilton, Butler
ington city, District of Columbia, in the year I867, in
county. The late Judge Abner Haines performed very
valuable service in securing the charter, and the instruwhich city he was residing at the time, being employed
in the general post office department. He was appointed
ment itself was drawn up by Joseph Hawkins. The road
was in operation to Eaton in the spring of I852, and
to a position in that department December 20, I 864, and
remained there until April, I87I, when he resigned and
later in the same year the track was laid and rolling stock
returned to engage in the practice of his profession, asrun over as far as Westville. The incorporators and
first directors of the company, who had their residences
sociating himself in business with his father. After the
death of his father, he and his brother, William, formed
in Preble county, were Dr. Lurton Dunham, of Camden;
Cornelius Vanausdal, Ellis Minshall, and Alfred Denny,
a partnership, and are conducting a good business.
WILLIAM B. MARSH was born in Eaton, Preble counof Eaton. Cornelius Vanausdal was the first president
of the company, but held that office less than a year.
ty, Ohio, July I 5, I 845. He received his education at
Jesse B. Stephens was secretary, and Josiah Campbell,
the Eaton public schools. He read law under his
treasurer. Abner Haines succeeded Vanausdal as presfather, General Felix Marsh, and was admitted to the
bar at Hamilton, Butler county, Ohio, in I867. He
ident, and Ezekiel W. McGuire came in as treasurer, and
commenced practicing at Camden, this county, and was
remained in that position of trust for many years. John
elected a justice of the peace of Somers township in
Woods, of Hamilton, was the third president, and served
a little over a year, David Barnett, of Barnett station,
April, I867, and re-elected in I87o. He was elected
mayor of Camden in I 87 1. In I 877 he removed to
succeeding him, and was president of the company for a
period of nine years-from I854 to 1863-when the railEaton and has since been engaged in a rapidly growing
practice. He has made quite a reputation in the county
road passed. into the possession of the Cincinnati, Rich-for a young attorney-as a successful criminal lawyer.
mond & Chicago railroad company. It is a fact worthy
ELAM FISHER is a native of Preble county, and was
of note that the iron originally laid upon the line of the
Eaton & Hamilton railroad was purchased in England.
born July 26, I846. The education which he received
Charles Seymour, a civil engineer in the employment of
at the public schools of Eaton, was supplemented by an
attendance at a commercial school in Dayton and a
the company, communicated with his brother in England
classical course at Miami university, Oxford, Ohio, from
-Sir Digby Seymour, member of Parliament-who simwhich institution he graduated in 1869. Shortly afterply negotiated the company's promise to pay, and without
ward he commenced the study of law under Jacob H.
using any bonds of the corporation secured all of the
Foos, esq., of Eaton, and in the fall of I869 entered the
iron necessary. It was bought in England for about
law school of Michigan university, at Ann Arbor, Michthirty dollars per ton, and when it reached its destination
was worth from sixty to sixty-five dollars. It was carried
igan, where he graduated in I87I. The same year he
was married to Miss May Still, of Evansville, Indiana.
to New Orleans as ballast by cotton vessels, only a mere
After his marriage he settled in Indianapolis, where he
nominal sum being charged for freight, and from the
~as admitted to the bar. Being .in poor health during
southern seaport was sent up the river to Cincinnati. The
original subscription to the stock of the Eaton & Hamilhis residence in that city, he decided to return to Eaton,
ton railroad was sixty-five thousand dollars, of which sum
and in June, I872, he formed a partnership with his former preceptor, Mr. Foos, and since then has been in
the amount raised in Preble county was about forty thouactive practice, and has assisted in the conduct of a• sand dollars. Afterwards a much larger amount of money
great many cases. Mr. Fisher possesses a good legal
was raised, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars being
secured from Cincinnati railroad fund alone.
mind, and is a patient, careful investigator.
November I, I864, the Eaton & Hamilton company
WALTER SAYLER was born at \Vinchester, this county,
October 3, I857· After attending the public schools of leased for ninety-nine years, renewable forever, that p:ut
of the Richmond & Miami railway extending from the
that village, he went to the National normal school, at
Lebanon, Ohio, and graduated in the .scientific course
point of connection therewith on the State line to the
junction or switch about two miles east of Richmond, Inin 1876. He commenced studying law under Robert
Miller, esq., of Eaton, in I878, and in the fall of I878
diana; and also the use, in common with the Dayton &
returned to Lebanon and took a classical course, which
Western railroad company, of the remaining portion, extending to the city of Richmond. The company becomincluded the law course, after which he resumed his
studies with Mr. Miller. He has practiced in justices'
ing financially embarrassed, suit was brought against it
in Butler county common pleas court by Joseph B. Varcourts, but at this writing has not been admitted to the
num and the co-trustees for foreclosure of mortgage and
bar.
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sale of road
Pending the proceedings, June I, I86s,
an agreement for a reorganization of the company, and
the capitalization of its stock and debt, was submitted to
its stockholders and creditors, which was acceded to. In
pursuance thereof, the road was sold by order of the
court, and was purchased by trustees for the benefit of
the parties to the agreement of capitalization. May 3,
I866, the reorganization was perfected by filing certificate thereof with the secretary of State, the new company
assuming the name of Cincinnati, Richmond & Chicago
railroad company. February I8, I86g, this company
leased its road and property in perpetuity, assigning also
its lease of the Richmond & Miami railway to the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton railroad company, the lessee
paying expenses of operating, maintenance of road and
property, payment of interest on bonded debt, etc.; any
surplus of earnings to inure to the benefit of the Cincinnati, Richmond & Chicago railroad company. The line
has since that time been operated by the Cincinnati,
Hamilton & Dayton railroad company.
The Piqua branch of the Eaton & Hamilton road
was projected a numher of years ago, and had it been
built would, undoubtedly, have proved profitable in itself, and a great advantage to Eaton and Preble county.
The Louisville & Sandusky railroad was one among
many of the projects which never reached perfection.
Over one hundred thousand dollars worth of work was
performed on this line, but the company becoming embarrassed in the great railroad panic of I855, abandoned
the road. Its line will probably be used some time, and
possibly in the near future, by the Evansville, & Bellefontaine & Lake Erie railroad company.
A chapter might be written upon the several railroad
enterprises which have been undertaken in this part of
the State, ancl which have fallen through and failed of
success from various causes.
THE DAYTON AND WESTERN RAILROAD

Next to the Eaton & Hamilton or Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton railroad, the one in which Preble
county has the most interest is the Dayton & Western.
This company was chartered February I4, I846, to
construct a road from Dayton to a point on the State
line between Ohio and Indiana to be selected by the
directors. Construction was commenced in Jnly, I848,
and the road opened for business October I I, I 8 53, from
Dayton to State line, thirty-eight miles. January 14,
I863, the company leased to the Dayton & Union
railroad company the permanent use in common of its
track from Dayton to Dodson, fifteen miles, subordinate
to the necessary use of the same by the le-;sor, for the
sum of eight thousand dollars yearly, payable in monthly
installments, to be supplemented, when the gross earnings of the Dayton & Union railroad shall exceed one
hundred thousand dollars per annum, by ten per cent
on all such excess. Under date of February 4, I865,
the company leased from the Richmond & Miami railway company of Indiana, for ninety-nine years from
January I, I 86 5, renewable forever, the entire control of
its road, right of way, buildings, etc., from its western
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terminus on the line dividing the States of Ohio and
Indiana, to the point of junction or switch where its road
diverges and runs to Eaton and Hamilton; also the use
of the remaining portion to its western terminus in the
city of Richmond, three miles in all, for the semi-annual
payment of two thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars,
payable each first of January and July. February 4,
I865, the company entered into an agreement to lease
the Little Miami and Columbus & Xenia railrqad companies, for ninety-nine years from January I, I86s,
renewable forever, its road, property and privileges, excepting certain leased premises and other property in
Dayton, the shop, machinery, tools, etc., and providing
that a contract ~etween the Dayton & Western and
Columbus & Xenia companies of March I2, I863, be
surrendered and settled up to the above date. The lease
was made subject to a contract of lease between the
Dayton & Western and Dayton & Union railroad
companies of January I4, I863, by which the latter have
the use of the Dayton & Western track from Dayton
to Dodson. Also of a contract dated May 26, I864,
between the Dayton and Western and Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton railroad companies, relating to the joint
use of tracks of the two companies in Dayton and the
bridge over the Great Miami river. The lease of the
Richmond & Miami railway was also transferred and
assigned, the lessees assuming all the stipulations and
conditions of the several named contracts of the Dayton
& Western company, and agreeing to carry out its several provisions. The Dayton & \Vestern company
agreed to procure, to be transferred to the lessees, a majority of its capital stock, not less than one hundred and
fifty-five thousand dollars in the aggregate. The lease
was made subject to a deed of trust, dated November I,
1864, to secure the payment of seven hundred and thirtyeight thousand dollars, bonds of the Dayton & Western railroarl company, due and payable January I, I895,
the lessees assuming payment of the semi-annual interest
ther~on as rental for said property, and also agreeing to
indorse and guarantee the payment of the principal and
interest of said bonds, the Dayton & Western company
agreeing, upon the full payment thereof and the interest
thereon, to convey in fee simple to the said lessees of the
railroad and property thereby leased. The Columbus
& Xenia company assigned its interest in the foregoing
lea-;e to the Little Miami railroad company, to take, effect
December 1, I868, and it was transferred by that company, together with its own and other leased lines, to the
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati & St. Louis railway company,
taking effect December I, I86g, and the road since that
time has been operated by that company, in connection
with its own and other leased lines.
It was originally intended that this railroad should be
located through Eaton, bu.t this measure was defeated by
the Dayton and Montgomery county people who had
agreed to subscribe or had subscribed in the Dayton &
Greenville road, and who were unable or unwilling to
assist two companies. Therefore, for the sake of saving
a heavy outlay, the two roads were united and used the
same track from Dayton to Dodson, and from that
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point westward the Dayton & Western company constructed an independent line. The incorporators of the
Dayton & Western company in Preble county were
Joseph S. Hawkins and Nathaniel Benjamin, and in
Montgomery county Valentine Winters, Horatio Phillips,

Jonathan Harshman, and Alexander Grimes. The directors in Preble county were Nathaniel Benjamin, Ellis
Marshall, A. J. Hawkins, Captain Bu~ler, and Dr. David
Cox, of New Paris.
The road was constructed in 1851 and 1852.

CHAPTER XIX.
STATISTICS.
VALUATION (1879).

CO!\IPARATIVE EXHIBIT OF POPULATION.

The following table shows the population of Preble
county in 182o, and thereafter each twenty years:
..,.,.,..,-,----------------- 1 1820. 1 1840. [ 186o. l~8o.
Jefferson . ... . .. .. ...... . . . . . .. . .. . .... . . ... . 876 2,16411,8422,244
1
'Monroe .... ...... .. . . . .. . . .... . . . ........... 303;1,176
1,8o]l1,823
Harrison. ... ... ..... .. ... .. . . .. .. .. . . .. ..... 1 815 1,7o612.217i2,o85
Jacks<?n ...... ... .. .... .... . . . .. ... .... .. . .. . 615!1,26o11.578 1.296
1 16613.961
\Vashmgton .. .. .. .. .. . . . .... . .. .. ..... .. .... 1, 562 2,459·3.
Eaton.... .. . ... . .. . ... .. . . . ...... .. .. . . 255j
1
Twin...... . . ... . .. . . .. .. .. . . ... ... . . .. .. ... . 86511,675 1,890•1,965
Dixon.... ...... .. .. . . . .... .. .... .. ..... .. .. 841 1,2901,2131,161
Gasper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 836 901 865
Lanier . .. . ... .. ... ..... . .. ... .. .... . .... . .. 1.oq6 1 618 1,73811-916
Somers. . . . ... . .. . ..... . ... . . . . . .. . .... . ... . 1,171 11,82o12,o612,172
Gratis . .... ............. .. .. . . . ....... . .. . . 1,000i1,931 12.13612,150
1
Israel.... . . ..... .. ....... .. ..... .... ..... . .. 838 . 1 ,,';47~3~.2?
Townships.

Pounds of \Vool.

Israel.... .. .. ... . ... .
Dixon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . : .. . .. . .. · . · · . · .
Jackson ...... ... . .. ......... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .... .. .. . . .. .. .
Jefferson ... ... . . ..... . .. .. . .. . . .. . .... . . . . . . . .. .... . . ... .
Somers.. .. . . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. .. . .. .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . ..
Gasper . ... . ....... ... .. . ... . .... . •. .. ... .. . . · . . . . . . . . . . . .
\Vasbington . . . .. ... ... .. . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . ... .... . .. . . . ..... .
Monroe .... .. .... ... . . ........ . .. . ... .. ..... ·· · · .. · · · .. · · ··
Gratis . . ... . .. .... ...... .. .... . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . · · ·· · • · · ··· ·
Lanier . . . .. . •. .. .. .. . . . ... .. .. · . · · ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
Twin .. : .. ... ... . . • .... . ..... .. .... . .... . . · . ... . . . . . ...... .
Hanison. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . ...... . ........ ·. ·. · · · · · · · . · · · · ·

5· 77 5
6,855
2,532
2, 730
I ,045
3.781
5·351
4·747
2,335
1,744
2 ·375

Total . . . ... . . . : .. . .. . .. .. .. . .... .. . ... ...... . . . .. . . .. .... 48,634

Names of townships,
town~, etc.

· -- - --

1
\Real estate Val. chatNo. o] Value of val. in vii- tel!~> & vaJ..
acres.
land.
~ages, cit- uation o otal ftlac.
1es, tOWIJ5, dogs.

II

-. - $ - - - $- -

--$---$-1--$--

Jsrad town ship . . .... ·I 22825
997.9<;0 53·4
~I2, ¢3 1,¢4.393
Dixun township: . . .. . . 1 22588j 929,700
I,J.f2,.¢o
ac k sun town,hiJ> .. . .. 215491 938, 17
1,311,0S9
1,241,66)
cffcrso n township . . . . 210731 915,35
._ 'cw Pa ris corporation.. .. .. .. ..
90·945
'Mll,7'11
Somers township . . .... 22009· 885,790 . . . . .. . .
l,l.f2;46o
Camden corporation . . ....
I31,11
d,8,S8
Camden school dist....
889
49.730 . . . . . . . .
83-9'11>
( ia spcr townsh ip. . . . . . 14872
529,66o . . . . . . .
674-938
\\'ashingtun township . . 272891 1,222,720.. . . . . . .
1,569,970
I 7¢.454
l,+fO,~
":a ton corpora lion .. . .. . .. .
l:..Iton school ch stnct .
895
142,250 .. .. .. ..
t66,saB
Monroe to\\nslup .... 1 220191 875,540 24·495
1,247•675
1
UdOI .Hlo corporati on
46,5
&t.a67
G~atis tu\\nslup . ...
18992: 715,68ol
4·3
908.570
\\ J·.lk ton corporal n . . . . . . . ... . . . . .
25,005
ss,o68
\\: Elkt 01~ school dist .. 1719
81,62 . . . . . . . .
no,o8s
1
\\ mchest<r corporation . . . . .. . . . . . . . .
52,
101a,385
\\'mchcster school d1st. 266gl I I4,35 . . . . . . . .
r6.f..no
L·uucr to\\n ship...
22669
999,510. .. .. . . .
1,2q0,515
\\' . . \l e x corporat'n . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .
62,95
r8o,3-f4
\V. ,\lex. school dis!.. .
19<:>!
19,8
116,645
\Vincheste r school dist. 1 161 1
7,
10.485
Twin township . . .. . . . . I 21718! 832,545
1, 122,210
\V. Ale x. curpora t'n .. . ·1.. ....
138,aos
\V . Alex. school dist . . .
4¢
31 ,5
31,511D
Harrison township . . .. . , 140<;2
581,33
97G.ol4
Lewi sburg corporat'n . . ~
lSl,IVl
Lewisburg school dist. .
820
59-886
Special S. dist. N o. 1 ..
Harrison township. . . .
.
~of township . . . . . . .
768ol 331,37 . . . . . . . .
66,132
397·!1»

~

·i"".....

I". .. .. ..
·1·.... . .. .. .. ..

I"... .....

Totals .. . . .. . ... . 1268o34

II, 2so. 855

1, 532,82 4•978, 148 17,761,a,ra

CLASSIFIED VALUATION OF LIVE STOCK (188o).

HORSES.

=

No . Value.

TOWNSHIPS, PRECINCTS AND WARDS.

DoUoo

gr:~~

c;,\TTLE.

MULES &c

II

~o Value

No.

=~

Value.

DoU"'

:::: ::::::::::: :: ::::::: ::: ::: :::: ::::::::::: ::: ::::::::: :::::: ::· ~~~ ~:~ls, !:~~~! ~~:~~~ ~~

SHEEP.

DoU•

Jackson .. ...... . .... .. .... .. . .. .... .. .. .. .. , .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .
814 48, 1831 1.3881 2~ , 215 18
Jefferson .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. .
707[ 43· 153 1,469[ 23,075 34
New Paris . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
92, 5,840
64 1,259 5
Somers.... . .. . .. .. . .. .. . ..... .... .. . .. ..... .. ... .. .... .. .. ..... " .... 62ol 40-925 1,035 20,847 27
Camden . .. . ... . . .. .. .... . . . .. . .. .... . · ... . . . ... . . . . . .. . .. .. .. ·. ·. ·
841 5·350
44
900 4
Gasper .... .. . . . ... .... . . . . .. . . . .... .. . ...... ...... ... . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . 396 24·38o
786 1J.824 15
W a shington
. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .
951 j 57·5'3 1,572 26,645 25
Eaton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
255[ IS.s8o
85 1,8.p
7
1\lonroe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
757 47. 340 1,417 21 ,895 27
1
Eldorado . ... . ...... •.. .. .. . . . . . . .. . ..... ...... . . . . . ... . . .. .. ... ·
2,230l•
30
6oo
Gratis .. . . . ......... ...... .. . . ............ .. .. · . . . .... . ... .. · .. · ·
667 43.725 1,448
W est Elkton . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. . .. .. .
481 2,575
3r
Winchester. ... .. .. .. .... . . . ... . .. . ... .. . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... . . .. ... . . ..
so 3.150
42
Lanier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7'4 46,855 1,475
\Vest Alexandria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 6 ,275
42
Twin ... . .... ... ... . .. .. .. . .... ... .... . .. ... . ...... .. .... .... ..... .. ... . . 625 50,405 1,388
Harrison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
875 54· soo 1,302
Lewisburgb. .. . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
74 4,325
41
8
2
Total No .. ........ ... . . . . . .. ... . ... . ... . . .. . .. .. : . .... ... .... ... ).381 ---~ 16.678
338-- 13,4ll8 - Total \'alue . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
595,299 1
281,21I
23,53

4'1

HOG&.

Vallie.
Dolls.
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LANDS AND PRODUCTIONS.
WHEAT.

RYE.

RUCKWIIEAT.

OATS.

BARLEY.

CORN.

TOWNSHIPS .

Acres.
Israel. ... ..... . ....... . . ... .......... ... ......... ··
Dixon... . .. .... .. . .... ........ .... . .. . .... ... . . . . ..
Jackson.... ........ ...... . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .
J.efferson. · · • · • · • • · • · • • · · · · • • •: • • • • • • • · • · · • · · · · · · ·,· ·
mers .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gasper .. . . ..... ....... . ........ ... .............. . .
Washington. ......... .. .................... . .... .. .
Monroe .................................. · .·· .. ··.·
Grati .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .
Lanier ... ·· .. • • . · · · " · • · · • · • · • • · • · · • • · · · · · · • · · · · · · ·
Twin..... ... .. .. ........ ....... . .. . .. . ...... .. . ...
Harrison..... ...... .. ......... . .................. . .

Bush. Acres. Bush. Acres.

3,266
3,036
2,297
2,498
2,557
'·774
2,8oc
2,247
2,8oo
2,4-\C

57·505
2
57·584
6
49·293
IS
50,676
16
45.83o
z8 ,6s8
9
53·334
24
53,809
1
46,6sr
451
39• 183
21
z,stc 52,675
3
2,646. 54,020 -~

'I

Total ........................ . ....... . . . ..... 30,877589,218
MEADOW.
TOWNS HI PS .

Tsrnel ............. . ....................
Dixon .. • • .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. . .. . .. . . .. . • .
ckson.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
trerson ...... .......... .. . ............
mers.. ..... ......... .. .. . . .. .. . .
G~pe_r..... ....... ... .... .... .. .. .. . .. .
\\a. hmgton................... .........
ronroe........... ... . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .
Gratis........ ... ... . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Lanier ....... .. . .............. . .. , . . . .
II'"in..... .. .. ... .. .. .. ........ .... ..
Harrison........ .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . ..
Total

~

24
62
105
f4 2
ro
38
229

Bush. Acres.

Bush. Acres. Bush. Acres .

84 1,123 31,274
rs
588 4,897
174
829 26,776
125 3,073 5.378
·!0
829 28,233
s61 1,921 4·433
135
8361 24,5831
54 T,7o8 4,043
182 1 '· 1 3~6 33·355
4. • 16 s.ozs
66
52 '5·754
52 1,215 2,621
16 1, 150 31,662 . . 7_7. 2.. 47·5· 4.969
\
925 30,68o
3,234
007 .. ;
28
894 34,290
q o\1 4·740 3.812
38
I
3
7071 25,927
137 5,oo6 2,263
45
1
r2 1,113 33·495
264 9,2851 3,200
r5o~~~~ ' ·3'41- 38,022 --~~ 3· ' 671 3·9'7

' 351 1,450,

7
rs
7
7
1s
5
1!

•oBI

l

s6

CLOVEJ< .

Bush.
16g,63o
190,130
237.480
' 39•305
t85,690
82,523
149,392
'' 9·385
r27,535
79• 190
108,215
123,693

862 "· 3763s+.osrl I,I0037.294147·79BI,7I2,I38
FLAX.

POTATOES.

TOBACCO.

1----1

Tons - - - Bushels Acres -- ~~
ushelsl_ Lbs. o f - - - - - - - - - - - Acres. H
Acres. T o ns. S d
Plowed Acres. S . d
F'b
Acres. Bush. Acres. Pounds.
ay .
ec . U nder. \
ec .
1 re.
.
~ --;j4s 2,862 ~ --:;sl ~~ -sJ4
5· 00 1 -. -.-. .-.-.-. . f63 "'i''.Bls ~ -.. -.-. .-.-.-.
496
552
244
229 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .
996
6. o84 .. .. .. ..
791 6, soz
23
22,400
768
939 2,122
4671
482
902
4·944 . . . . . . . .
1'3 7.662
37
43,645
1,142
748 1,817
387
518
ro5
978
5.598........
541 4.957
8
6,900
399
431
564
4721
ll 6J
277
634
4,246
42 6,235
13
10,700
386
4'3
249
2121
82
39
527
2.743 ..
SI 4·o69
3'
31·995
984
956 1, 370
+45
4271
' 9' l 1,218
3.583.. . . . .
57 4,879
103 II8,407
140
123
954
391
358
'77
687
s. 192 .. . ..
4
310
22
r8,6so
595
621 1,465
225
312
' 90I 440
2,347
2,000
7' 6,025
' 3:' 121,715
297
313
179
175
16 ... ..
153
1,11 5 · ·
·
40 4,07C
3 IC 300,668
402
410 2.ros 1,432
2761--l39
219
r, 356 37.ooc
66 6.042
38s 440,700
SO+
SST I, lOS
6ool
s681
36
79+
5,26!
s
93 7.0.~<;
301 387.921
""6,502 T$.036, 5,:l6l~ 1.677 --s.:;I614J.53o 39.00<; ----s).i 72,'b0i"1J.37( ~

"'6.537

I

O RCHARDS.

TOWNSHIPS.
POUNDS ACRES

BUSIIP.LJ BUS II"LS
A I•PLI! S J' EACt-IES

LANDS.

ACRES
UUSII.
PEARSCl"LTI\'ATE.D

ACnES
PASTURE

ACRES

WOOll

UNCULTIVATED
OR
WASTE

TOTAL
ACRES
OWNED

- - - - - - - - - -1- - - - 1 - - Israel ........ . ........... . ....... . ... ... ... .... . .. 45·720
265
35 2 10,270
Dixon . ... ... ...... . ........... . .. ... . ... . ... .. ... 50,895
3 27
33 1 10 ,882
220
265 7·055
54.040
31,8rs
329 3· 175
IC
2
6!,400
3 3 '3·380
!Jasper .. : ........... . .. ...... ....... .. ... ..... ... z6,8so 136 6.797
293 11, 562
192
Washington ............. ········· ··· ····· · ······· 45,or 6
126
fonroe ....... ................................... 35·350
3·870
Gratis ............... . . .. .. .. .. .... . ... . .......... ,.o.sr7
4+1
339 !0,030
181 4.890
Lanier .•... .... . . . ... ... .... . .. . .. ... ......... .... 36,240
540
257 9·040
18
Twin ............ ··· ·· ····· ····················· ·· 33·635
354
112
Harrison ······ .... .. ................... ... ..... ... ss.t6s ~ _4· 455 - - 18 2,561
Total ....... . . ............... .. .... ... .. ...... sr6.703 3·347 95.400

t~~~~_.-_:_:_:_:_:_.·_.·_:_:_:_:_:_.·_.·_.·_.·_ : :_:_.·_.·_:_:_:_:_:_. _.·_:_.·_.·.........................::

I)

16,033
10,3 14
9.6rs
10,945
14. 987
6.750
!6,328
u. 6so
4·373
7,626
11 ,296
'3·o66
136.983

73+
6,294
3,0 16
2,752

s.689
1,877
1,194
626
3·307
I, 149
1·795
!,OJO
29.503

s. 159
5·393
3-773
3,780
3.68 1
3·4 13
6.773
3·6o8
4.8<JC
3·342
5· 177
4·425
53.614

307
38
1,259
3 15
1, 230

1,293
200
10
I, I I I

230
5· 104
1,100
12,209

22,223
22,039
17,663
'7·792
25,687
13·333
24,501
15,894
17,681
12, 387
23·372
1Q,767
232·309

THE TOWNSHIPS AWD VILLAGES
OF

PREBLE COUNTY.
EATON VILLAGE AND WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP.
THE BEGINNING.

William Bruce, the founder of Eaton, emigrating from
Kentucky in 18os, and seeking desirable lands, became
favorably impressed with the appearance of the country
now covered by the county seat of Preble, and its environments. It is probable that he had in his mind
from the start, the project of laying out a town, and that
he was led to choose the locality which he did, because
of the excellent water power which he saw that Seven
Mile creek would furnish at this point. Very likely he
chose during that prospecting tour the exact site of his
mill, planned the town which he desired to found and
pictured in imagination as he stood upon the bank of the
creek, and gazed into the dark aisles of the dense forest,
the home which would, if his hopes were realized, a few
years later, be clustered upon this spot. Undoubtedly
he had lively and pleasant anticipations of the reward
which the future had in store for the pioneer of such a
land as he saw around him, and his hope~ sprang up
from a soil whose richness warranted their flourishing
to fruition, or to change the metaphor we may say that if
the sturdy Scotch pioneer indulged his fancy, in building
"castles in the air," those castles had at least a solid
foundation in reason.
Bruce's confidence is evidenced by the fact that he
selected and purchased three seetions of land.
In the winter of I8os-18o6 he laid out the town plat
of Eaton,* and it was recorded February 20, 18o6, at
• " First-The town lots are th= rods wide and twelve rods long,
excepting the fractional lots and four whole lots west of \\'alnut street,
which are one hundred links in front and one hundred and sixty-nine
links long.
"Sccond-Barson and Preble streets are six rods wide; all other
streets are four rods wide; the alleys arc one rod wide.
"Third-The lines, streets, etc., are nm agreeably to the sectional
lines west of the :\1iami. bv which the compass was regulated, except
North \Vater street which is north thirty degrees and forty minutes
west and south.
"Fourth-The width and breadth of the out-lots are marked on
them . That part of Eaton west of Preble street is on section number
three, township seven, range second east of a meridian, and that part of
Eaton ntJrth of said street is on the southeast quarter of section thirtyfo ur, township eight, same range. The surveyor g~ner.d ol the United

Dayton. In laying out the town, Mr. Bruce gave evidence of those qualities of character, which afterwards
became so familiar and so admirable to his acquaintances.
The most liberal provisions were made for schools and
churches, and the public buildings which he foresaw
would be needed when the western portion of Montgomery county should be independently organized, as it
was two years later.
NAME.

The village was named by its proprietor, when laid off,
in honor of General William Eaton, who at that time had
just covered himself with glory in the Tripolitan war and
won the admiration of all Americans. He was born at
Woodstock, Connecticut, in the year 1764- As a boy he
served in the Revolutionary war, and after its close engaged m literary pursuits; and desiring to obtain a
thorough education, entered Dartmouth college. He
was appointed a captain under General Anthony Wayne
in 1792, and in 1798 was made consul to Tunis. He
was also appointed navy agent of the United States, and
to co-operate with Hamel Bashaw in the war against
Tripoli. With Hamel Caramanly, who had been deposed
from the throne, he concerted an expedition against the
usurper then reigning, and obtained permission from the
United States to carry out his plans. Early in 18o5
Eaton met Hamet at Alexandria, was appointed General
of his forces, and at the head of the small army, consisting principally of mounted Arabs, set out for Tripoli,
States has not caused this section to be subdivided, and it is probable
that when he docs, a small ah<'ration will be made in the lots bounding
upon the north and west boundaries of the quarter section, and will
make them either larger or smaller.
" Fifth-The proprietor reserves for himself, his heirs and assigns
fore\'cr. the ground between \Vater street and the creek, for the purpoSt"
of building mills, or water works, or if wanted for con\'eying water
over to such mills or water works, or leaving saw-logs, piling boards.
etc., as may be necessary for a saw-mill . But the said ground sh:~ll
remain free, as a common, when unoccupied for the special purposes.
"Sixth-The ground marked off round the town lots on the northeast and south of the same is resen·ed for future disposition to be laid
off in town lots or sub-lots as the proprietors may think proper. The
streets are to run t'nough the same in all respects like to the other
parts of the town, to which it is attached whether town or out-lots.
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making a perilous and fatiguing march of one thousand
miles across the desert, and after fifty days arriving at
Derne, a Tripolitan city, in the harbor of which he found
the American fleet in readiness to assist him. The city
was assaulted and taken after a short, sharp tight, in which
many of the attacking force were killed and General
Eaton slightly wounded. A few days later the Tripolitan
army endeavored to regain the captured town, and although ten times as numerous as Eaton's force, they
were repulsed. A month later the enemy was again defeated. Just as General Eaton had reached the climax
of his success, diplomatic interference closed rile war
and the r.tost important results which should have been
secured by General Eaton's exploits were lost to the Nation. General Eaton returned to the United States and
died in 18u. Such, in brief, was the life of the brave
man after whom this village is named. It seems rather a
curious coincidence that both the county and its principal
town should have been named after American officers
who gained their greatest distinction in the same war, but
whatever singularity there may seem in the fact dis·
appears when we recall to mind the fact that the village
was laid out and the county established just at the time
when the exploits of Commodore Preble and General
Eaton were fresh in the minds of the people.
EARLIEST SETTLERS.

The first settlers of Eaton were without any doubt
John Mills and his wife Mary. They arrived on the first
•• Seventh-The squares marked A, B, C and D arc twelve poles
square. A is for the purpose of building a court house on and other
public buildings for the use of the county; B for an academy and
school-house for the town; C and D for churches or meeting houses, to
be divided into lots smiliar in all respects to those on the plat, and each
or every congregation within the town and county that will be hereafter
organized. and will build a good house for public worship on the
same, shall have one, the first congregation organized to have choice of
tbe lots. and so on. They are not to be occupied for burying-grounds.
"Eighth-The lot marked E is for a burying-ground, to be divided
into six equal parts by lines drawn from east to west. The northern lot
shall be for the 11se of strangers and pt:rsons belonging to no regular
congregation; the other five for use of first five congregations who may
build meeting· houses in Eaton. The first congregation shall have
choice, and so on.
\\'ILLIAM BRUCE.
STATE OF' OHIO,
MoNTGOMERY COUNTY, S.

}

S.
"Personally appeared before me, Daniel C. Cooper, one of the
justices of the p.!ace of said county, and the above named William
Bruce, proprietor of the town of Eaton, and acknowledged the plat and
description as set forth to he agreeable to the original of said town.
In witness whereof I ha,•e hereunto set my hand and seal this twentieth
day of February, x8o6.
:sEAL.)

DANIEL C. COOPER.

.. Examined and delivered to owner February 24• I8o6.
DAVID REID,

Recorder of Montgomery county.
TilE STATE OF OHIO,
}
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, S. S.

··1, \Varren Munger, recorder for the county aforesaid, do hereby
certify that the foregoing plat of the town of Eaton, in the county of

Preble. and the State of Ohio, and the descriptions and explanations,
is a true copy of the record now remaining in my office at Dayton, in

said county. Given under my hand, and l have hereunlo affixed the
seal of the recorder's office of said county of ~'lontgomery, this twentyseventh uy of December in thP. year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-five.

(&&AL.l

WARREN MUNGER,

Recorder of Montgomery county."
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day of April, 18o6, and located on the ground which we
can but de~ignate as the northwest corner of Main and
Beech streets. On their arrival they immediately built
a small cabin of poles or very light logs, such as could
be easily handled by two pairs of hands, for they had no
assistance whatever in the work.
David E. Hendricks and some members of his.
family came to the site of the village, the day after Mills
arrived, April 2d, and located in a rude log cabin,
intended only as a temporary shelter, on the spot now
known as the old brewery lot. After finishing the little
cabin which was to afford his family shelter, Mr. Hendricks returned, on the same day, to his home, on the
site of Camden, which he had occupied two or three
years, to get those members of his household who had
not already moved to the new settlement. It is related
that during his absence his daughter, Julia, the late Mrs.
Geutte, undertook a visit to the cabin of their only
neighbor, for the purpose of getting a pail of water, but
owing to the density of the underbrush, lost her way.
She wandered about for some time but could not find
the cabin for which she had started, nor discover the
way by which she had come from her father's. Ar last,
after she had almost given up hope, and taken into as
cah1 consideration as possible, the idea that was forced
upon her, that she must remain all night in the woods,
her dispair was suddenly dispelled by the sound of an
axe, and very sweet music must the reverberating
strokes have made for her ear. Guided by the sound,
she made her way through the thick brush to Mills
cabin, and the wood-chopper guided her home. This
happened very near the site of the court house. Mr.
Hendricks returned the following day with the remainder
of his family, among the members being George D.,
then a very young child, carried in the arms of his
mother, who was mounted upon a horse.
Both Mills and Hendricks not long after their arrival
built Jog houses which were designed to serve as permanent abodes, and constructed in a very substantial manner. Mills' cabin was completed just in time to be the
birth place of his first child- the pioneer baby of Eaton.
The child, which was named Polly, was born May 1st.
Nothing is known of the Mills family except that at an
early day they removed from the settlement. Whether
they returned to the older settlements or pushed forward
to the not far distant frontier, there perhaps to become
the first settlers of another village, is a matter upon which
we can only speculate. It is most probable, however,
that the latter is the correct supposition, for settlers in
the western country seldom turned back and many led
by the spirit of adventure or by expectation of bettering
their condition, were almost constantly advancing, even
in the foremost wave of the ocean of population. Although Mills arrived upon the site of .Eaton one day
previous to David Hendricks, it is doubtful if the distinction of being the pioneer of Eaton may not be more
appropriately and justly conferred upon the latter than
the former. One thing is sure the Hendricks family
were the first settlers of the village who became permanent
residents. There is no indication that Mills intended to
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make this settlement his permanent home while proo(
that David E. Hendricks had such intention from the
very first is afforded by the fact that he erected as soon
as he was able not a simple log cabin but a two-story
heavy log house-the same which is now the residence
of S. H. Hubbell.
. William Bruce, the proprietor, with four men he had
employed, two of whom were named Ringer and two
Rogers,.came on at the latter part of April and began
digging the mill race, which is still in use. On the first
day of May, 18o6, there was a public sale of lots, and on
that day Bruce brought to the town his sons Hardin and
Charles, and other members ofhis family. A Mr. Wiseman and two brothers named Coapdick were among the
early arrivals, as were also John Liston and William
Drake, both from the vicinity of Middleton. A Mrs.
Harper came in and built the third cabin on the town
plat
A Mr. Ferguson and David and Abram Eaton,
older brothers of Daniel F. Heaton (they spelled their
names differently), came from the Great Miami and located in the vicinity of the village. About the same time
came other settlers, among whom may be mentioned
Colonel Samuel Hawkins and his sons Joseph C., John
J., Benjamin F., Samuel, and Bird Hawkins, Isaac Smith,
Elias Rien and Eden Hardin; all from Little Twin, in
Montgomery county; also Samuel Watts, Elias Dawson,
Richard Hardesty, Samuel Carr, Henry Whitesell, John
Ban fill, sr., with his sons Enoch and John.
Sixteen cabins were built during the first season of
Eaton's existence.
In the spring of 1807 the few residents of the embryo
village made a "log rolling" to "clear up" Main street
from Colonel Hawkins' tavern, east of the public ground,
west to the creek. Men, women, and children joined in
the work of gathering and burning the logs and brush,
and it is asserted that when the day's work had been concluded all of the men who had been engaged at it abandoned themselves to a general drunk, and manifested
their satisfaction by casting their wool hats and coon skin
caps upon the burning log heaps.
William Shiffeel, brother of Judge Shiffeel, of Pennsylvania, came out in z8o6, and returned in 1807 with
his family. He was a shoemaker and travelled through
the village and surrounding country, from cabin to cabin,
to perform his work, a modus operandi known in those
days as whipping the cat. He built a cabin in the rear
of the lot where the Presbyterian church stands, but remained there only a short time, being succeeded by William Steele, a cabinet-maker, who removed to Indiana in
I819, and in after years represented his county in the
legislature.
Alexander Mitchell and Alexander C. Lanier both arrived in I8o7. The former, who was' from Kentucky,
died in Eaton of cholera in I849· He was a cabinetmaker by trade, and for many years county treasurer.
Lanier was from North Carolina. He was one of the
prominent men of his time, but did not remain in the
town, leaving in z8q for Madison, Indiana, where he
died in 182o. His son, James F. D. Lanier, became a
very prominent New York banker, and his son, Sidney

Lanier, who drifted back to the State from whence his
grandfather emigrated, became well known as a poet,
magazinist, and general man of letters. His fame rests
largely upon his National anthem, produced in 1876.
- Cornelius Vanausdal and his brother Isaac came in
about this time, and the former began operating in the
fur trade, and opened a general store.
Christian, John and Phillip Helm settled in 18o7, and
the first named died in 181 o. The other two were saddlers, and long followed their trade in the village.
Mr. Griffith, a wheelwright, came in r8o8, and set up a
shop on the southeast corner of Beech and Wadsworth
streets.
Dr. Walter Buell came in 18o8 from Kentucky and
built the "long row"-four log cabins end to end, which
were used as a barracks during the War of 1812. William
B. Wilson, also from Kentucky, came in 18o8, but soon
moved into the country west of town. He was a cabinetmaker. Charles Hand, who married a daughter or Captain David E. Hendricks, came the same year, as did
also Joseph Wasson, blacksmith. He was a nati\'e of
South Carolina, a man held in very high esteem, and a
good citizen. John Shaw, the first butcher, came in a
little later. His brother-in-law, George Worthington,
whose wife was a daughter of Colonel Samuel Hawkins,
arrived about the same time. Worthington, after leaving
Eaton, laid off the village of Westville, and in later years
removed from there to Attica. James Butler, a major of
militia, and after the war a colonel, came to the settle.
ment about the same time as the above, and left in 1818.
John Gentle, who married Julia Hendricks, was another
early settler. He removed from town to a faxm where he
died in 1825. William Castor and his wife Polly
originally from Pennsylvania, but a settler in Clermont county, Ohio, about 18oo, came to Eaton in 1811.
After a short time he removed to a farm on Seven-mile,
north of Eaton. He was a soldier in the War of 1812,
and performed distinguished service. He was born m
I 783, and lived to be upwards of ninety.
•
Isaac Stephens, father of A. H. Stephens, M. D., a
native of Virginia, born in q86, came to Eaton ir. 1812,
from Tennessee. His father, John Stephens, came later,
and died in the village in 18I9. Isaac Stephens was a
prominent and very useful man. He was the second
postmaster, and served for a very long term of years.
He was also justice of the peace and county collector.
He married, in I817, Elizabeth McCauley, who died in
1827. He was married twice after her death, his second
wife being Berthena Stephens, and his third, Julia Ann
Wilson. He died in I865. Isaac Stephens' brothers,
David Lewis, Jesse B., Peter, Joseph, William and John,
were all residents of the village after 18 I 9·
Isaac Banta, from Virginia, was a settler in Eaton
prior to the War of 1812. He died in the village in 1819.
William S. Henderson, the second physician of the
village, came in from Kentucky in I 813. Henry Monfort,
from Warren county (formerly from Virginia), arrived in
18I4. He died of cholera in 1849. Hugh Andrews,
a "New Light" or Christian preacher, came the same year,
and lived in the village until his death in 1820.
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Lemuel Jamieson, a carpenter, came in 1813, and
about 1830 removed to New Paris. Thomas and Samuel Abbott came the same year. They were shoemakers;
and the elder brother was also a Baptist preacher. John
Gardner was another accession to the population in 18I5.
John Acton came to the village in I8I6, bringing with
him his wife Nancy (Buchanan) and children. Acton
was born in Maryland, but came to Ohio from Rockbridge county, Virginia. He died in I849, and his wife
in I8S4· Their children, Mary R. (Robertson), John P.
Acton, and Isabella (wife of Lieutenant Hubbell), are
all living. Thomas Morgan, a very ingenious mechanic
and cabinet-maker, whose handiwork is still to be seen
in many of the older homes throughout Preble county,
settled in Eaton in I8I6, and lived here all of his life.
A son, Robert W., and daughter, Julia (Foos) are residents of the town. The same year as the above, William Kline came to the village from Pennsylvania. He
was a resident of the town until I844, when he removed
to Logansport, Indiana, where five of his children now
reside. He died in 1855. Jacob Kline, twin brother
of William, came to the village a year after the arrival of
the former. The brothers carried on wagon making and
did a large business, a portion of the time singly, but for
many years in partnership. The Klines were born in
I795· Jacob died in I875, and his wife in I879· They
had four children, Mary E. and Margaret, deceased, William H. and George, now residing in Eaton.
Ludwell G. Gains, a Presbyterian preacher, who
spent much of his time in teaching school, and who i~
chiefly remembered for his extreme cruelty to his pupils,
came to Eaton in I8I8.
William Rossman, father of James Rossman, came in
I819; John R. Wddon and Paul Larsh, the same year;
the latter resided three years, and was sheriff
Samuel Tizzard and wife Elizabeth (Brackin), who
had settled at Chillicothe in I 8 I 4, came to Eaton in
I82o, and established the Register. Mr. Tizzard was
born in 1787, and died in I844·
David McKemy and his wife, Nancy Davidson, came
in 1821 from Rockbridge county, Virginia, and located
next north of town. Mr. McKemy followed coopering.
He was born in J79I, and died in I826; his wife was
born in q89, and lived until 1863. They had four
children, R G. D., William, Elizabeth and John A., of
whom the first mentioned is the only one living. R. G.
D. McKemy was born in r8q, and married Kate McFadden. He has been a prominent citizen of Eaton,
engaged in various business enterprises, etc. ; was justice
of the peace for twelve years.
The same year as the above, John L. Dickey located
in Eaton, coming from North Carolina with his wife,
Martha (Adams), who is now living at Camden with her
son-in-law, George W. Jones.
Dickey was employed
much of his time upon county affairs, as tax collector,
appraiser, etc. He died in 1848.
Judge William Curry, who was born in 1792, in Bedford county, Pennsylvania, came to this county in 18o8,
and to Eaton in 1824 He has ever since been a resident of the village.
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Jonas Albright, son of John Albright, a very early setler in Harrison township, came to Eaton in 1826 and
lived here until 1845, when he moved to Indiana, where
he is still living. He had been married in Harrison to
Margaret l'v!yers, by whom he had ten children, of whom
W. T . Albright, owner of the Register, was the second.
Philip, a brother of Jonas Albright, came to Eaton in
1827, and after a short time moved to Darke county.
Thomas Nation and his wife Anna, who is still living,
came also in I827.
David Brown and his wife, Mary Hubbell, came
to Eaton from Springfield, Ohio, in I826, and remained
until I8JI , when they went to Texas. Brown was engaged in the dry goods business and later in pork packing, being the first who carried on that industry.
Mrs. Jane Hubbell, widow of Jacob, came to Eaton
in 1828, and with her came several sons and daughters,
(brothers of S. H . Hubbell). Jane (Hathaway) resided
here but a short time; William T . died in Eaton; Sarah
(Sweeney) and Lydia (wife of Joseph S. Hawkins) are
also deceased; and Jacob R. is living in Dayton. S. H .
Hubbell preceded the rest of the family, arriving here
in I827. He was horn in I8o8 in Clark county, Ohio,
and as he is still living, is seventy-two years of age. He
went into business for himself in I83o, and in I842 became a partner of John M. Gray, with whom he continued for twelve years. At the expiration of that time he
went to Cincinnati, and in I86s returned to Eaton and
resumed the business he is now engaged in. He married Isabella H. Acton, and they have four children:
Clara H. Richey, in Indiana; William, in Cincinnati;
and John A. and Jacob in Eaton.
Josiah Campbell came to this county the same year
as Mr. Hubbell (I827). His father, William Campbell,
came in 1828 and lived here until his death in I836;
and his brothers, William, Samuel, John and Ebe, all
arrived in the neighborhood prior to I8Jo. They were
from Sussex county, Delaware. Josiah Campbell married Sarah, daughter of Judge Curry.
Benjamin Lockwood, his wife, Mary (Robison) and
several children came to Eaton in I 829 from Sussex county, Delaware, and two sons, U. R. and William S. came in
I839· Benjamin Lockwood was born in I 790, and died in
the year I 86o; his wife was born in 1789, and died in I87o
Their children were, Joshua R., N. R ., and WilliamS.
deceased, S. H., in Colorado, E. P., G. R., John S.,
Mary A., and Samuel, now resident at Eaton, Charles
W., in Muncie, Indiana, and Jonas deceased
John V. Campbell removed from Lanier township to
the county seat in 1834. As a full biography of Judge
Campbell appears in the chapter upon the bar, we make,
in this connection, only the foregoing brief mention.
Alfred Denny, born in Butler county, Ohio, in r8I9;
located in Eaton in I8JS· He has followed the drug business and other branches of merchandizing, and in I844
his health having become poor, he went into the employment of the American Fur company, with which he remained until its failure in 1857. He was Indian agent
for the Upper Missouri country, under Lincoln, and has
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held other government appointments, being employed at
the United States Senate, etc. During the war he served
as quartermaster. He married Frances B. Holliday.
Jacob Chambers of Hanover, York county, Pennsylvania, came to Eaton Monday, September I4, I835, at
one o'clock, and has ever since been a resident of the
town, and nearly all the time in active business.
J. R. Brookins, M. D., originally from Cumberland
county, Pennsylvania, came to Eaton in I847, and after
practicing medicine for about ten years, abandoned his
profession and gave his whole attention to the drug business, in which he had engaged when he first came to
the village. His son, W. C. M. Brookins, was associated
with him as early as I853, and, on his death, became his
successor. Mr. Brookins was married to Margaret MacClay. Both died in 1878.
Benjamin HuLbard and his wife, Minerva Morey,
came to Eaton in I846 from Butler county, where their
parents, respectively from New Jersey and New York,
had settled in r8Io or I8I 1. Mr. Hubbard's mother also came to Eaton with him, and died here at the age of
ninty-nine years, eleven months, and ten days. Mrs.
Minerva, wife of Benjamin Hubbard, died in I872, and
the latter is still living. His only son, A. Edgar, is assistant cashier of the First National bank.
INTERESTING INITIAL ITEMS.

The first wedding which took place in the village was
celebrated in a cabin on the west side of Beech street,
between Main and Somers streets. This cabin was used
as a barracks during the War of I8I2, and was known
by the name of "The Old Barracks " for years afterwards.
A part of the building is still standing, though covered
and concealed by modern improvements. The high
contractmg parties alluded to a Love, were John Harbison
and Mary Brown. They were married December I,
I8o7. The license was obtained at Dayton, the
county seat of Montgomery, of which nearly all of
the territory now included in Preble was a part. The
newly married couple built010. cabin for themselves and
commenced housekeeping the spring following their
union. Their home was on the northeast corner of
Barron and Israel streets, which property has ever since
been known among the older people as the Harbison
property.
The first child Lorn was Polly, daughter of John and
Mary Mills, who were said to be the very first persons
who came to the site of Eaton. She was born May I,
I8o6.
A little daughter of Daniel Eaton (or Heaton) was
the first person who died in the village: She died of
whooping cough in September, I8o6, and was the first
person buried in Mound cemetery. Before there were
any settlers in Eaton, or upon its site, in the year I 8os,
an infant daughter of Samuel Brannon died near the
present limits of the town, and was buried in a lot on
North Maple street. This was very likely the first death
in the township of Washington.
In the summer of I8Io Alexander C. Lanier built the
first frame house in Eaton, which was the wonder of the
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time. It was located on the northeast corner of Main
and Cherry streets (where the Odd Fellows building
now stands). After it was raised and roofed it was blown
down by a violent storm, but was rebuilt.
The first brick house was built in 18 I 5 by Benjamin
Byram. It stood on the north side of Somers street,
between Barron and Cherry. Many of our readers will
remember that fine old brick house with its dingy walls
and curb root~ The house was torn down years ago, but
some of the bricks that entered into its composition are
preserved in the walls of the building now standing upon
its site. The house which succeeded the first brick is
now occupied by Mrs. James Sampson.
Another brick house was put up in IBIS, on the south
side of Main street, between Barron and Beech, upon
the lot now owned and occupied by Mr. H. B. Van
Ausdal. This house was built by Alexander C. Lanier.
James Holladay performed the carpenter work.
The first religious meeting was held in the house of
David E. Hendricks, in the winter of I8o7, by Elder
Smith, of New Christian (New Light) faith.
David E. Hendricks dug the first well and the first
cellar in the town-where M. S. H. Hubbell now lives.
A Mr. Brown brought the first stove ever seen in
Eaton. He came to the settlement in the spring of
18o7, but the stove which he imported was not brought
to the town until many years later.
THE VILLAGE IN I 824.

The honorable Judge William Curry came to Eaton to
reside in 1824. He says that he thought himself at that
time quite an old man, his youngest child being two
years of age. As a matter of fact, he was himself just
thirty-two years of age. But Judge Curry coming to
Eaton in 1824 found several of the present aged inhabitants of the town, mere children. Dr. Stephens was
then a young boy (six years old) playing about the streets;
R. D. G. McKemy, Robert Morgan, John P. Acton,
and William B. Tizzard were also of tender years. If
Judge Curry in 1824 began to feel himself quite an old
man, how ~ust he now feel when he sees these gray
hea¢ed men upon the streets whom he remembers as
children, and recalls to mind their cotemporaries and
companions, who have passed away themselves, ripe with
years.
Judge Curry found Eaton a very small hamlet, indeed.
It consisted of forty or fifty houses, a few of them small
frame structures, but the majority log cabins. The old
brick court house stood on the ground occupied by the
present edifice, and Cornelius Van Ausdal had just
erected the three-story brick building on the corner of
Main and Preble streets, into which he had moved his
goods, but not his family. The "town" was confined,
mostly, to Main (then called Preble~ and Barron streets.
There were no houses at all on the bottom except one
small cabin used as a hat shop. Mr. Avery bought of
Matthew Harbison the property where Mrs. Cunningham now lives, on Barron street, which was then the
extreme outside limit of the village. Nor did the little
cluster of houses extend farther north than the site
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of the town hall. A small, one-story frame stood on the
comer now occupied by that building, and there was
another across the road from it, while all around extended a grove of maple and beech trees. On Main
street there was a row of houses, mostly of either rough
or hewed logs, and they were most numerous about
where the Reichel house now stands. Henry Monfort
wa~ keeping a tavern about where Jacob Chambers'
store and residence now is, and John Hawkins another
where the Union house at present stands. There was
another tavern, kept by one Warrand, on the south side
of the street, and on ground now covered by some of
the buildings in commercial row, and th•log house built
for a tavern (the first in town) by David E. Hendricks,
now occupied by S. H. Hubbell, was the most conspicuous building on West Main . street. There were a few
other buildings scattered along the street, principally
upon the north side, and a one-story house upon the
ground now included in H. C. Hiestand's door yard.
"The public church" had just been erected.
The principal amusement of the men ·as well as boys
in those days, was playing "town ball," and for this purpose they repaired quite frequently to the commonsthe cleared bottom lands adjacent to the village. Saturday afternoons was the favorite time for the practice of
this game, quoit pitching, and indulgence in various
other athletic sports and pastimes.
This year, 1824, a Fourth of July celebration was had
on the spot where Dr. Small's house now stands, then
covered with a fine growth of trees, forming a very beautiful grove. A dinner was served, speeches made, and
the customary amount of patriotic noise making indulged
in. It is remembered that Cornelius Van Ausdal's big
musket was discharged prematurely as he was loading it,
and that the iron ramrod was fired through a bystander's
hat. In after years the Fourth of July celebrations were
held on the public ground adjoining the court house, and
at "the old garrison."
EATON IN 1839.

Warren Jenkins' "Ohio Gazetteer," published at Columbus in 1839, has the following in regard to this vil\age:
"Eaton, a post town and seat of justice for Preble county. • • •
It is handsomely situated on the east bank of St. Clair's or Seven-Mile
creek, three-quarters of a mile east of old Fort and St. Cbir and near
the center of Preble county. The creek immediately at the town has a
fall of about twenty feet in eighty rods, thereby affording, in proportion
to the quantity of water (which is rather light of a dry season), one of
the most valuable sites for mills and machinery within this section of
country. This water power is to some extent improved, there being
one grist-mill. one saw-mill, one fulling-mill, one carding machine and
one machine for manufacture of gun barrels, erected on and propelled
by it.• There is also one extensive steam grist-mill erected and in successfull operation in the town. Eaton contains about one hundred and
forty-live dwelling houses, fifteen of which have been erected the preceding season ; about thirty mechanical shops of the various d ..nominations, three taverns, fifteen stores and groceries, two school-houses,
one Methodist, one Presbyterian and one public meeiing house, a court
house, three public offices, a jail, two tanneries, four pork houses, one
printing office, from which is issued a weekly paper, three lawyers and
three physicians. The number of inhabitants may be safely estimated
at one thousand. • • • Eaton is supplied with mails by daily lines
of st;tges-from the east by Dayton, west by Richmond, Indiana, from
the south by Hamilton, and from the southeast via Lebanan, etc.,
weekly, on horseback."

RELIGIOUS

HISTORY .

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

The pioneer religious organization of Eaton, and, for
that matter, of Preble county, was that of the Christian
church. The Eaton church of this denomination was
first organized at the house of Nathan Sellers, about one
mile south of the village, in the year 1 8o7. The organization grew out of a camp meeting held on the premises
of Mr. Sellers and conducted by Reuben Dooley, Barton
W. Stone, David Purviance and William Kinkade. Elders Dooley and Stone had at this time just commenced
their labors. The following, from Stone's Biography,
affords a glimpse of the manner of religious work then
carried on anfi the difficulties which had to be surmounted.
Stone says:
"We preached and baptized daily in Eaton for many days. No
house could contain the people that flocked to hear. We had to preach
in the open streets to the anxious multitude. At night, after service,
the cries and prayers of the distressed in many houses around were
truly solemn. Almost the whole town and neighborhood were baptized
and added to the Lord. \Ve left this place and preached and baptized
in many others. We were poorly clad and had no money to buy
clothes. Going on at a certain time through the barrens, a limb tore
Brother Dooley's striped linen pantaloons very much . He had no other,
nor had I a pair to lend him. We consoled ourseh·es that we were in
the Lord's work and that He would provide. He tied his handkerchief
over the seat, and we went on and preached to the people. That night
we lodged with Brother Samuel Wilson, whose wife presented Brother
Dooley a pair of home-spun linen pantaloons."

Soon after the organization was effected in Eaton the
public church 1.,.as built in the southwest part of the village. That structure, which long remained standing,
and became widely known as "the old Public church,"
was used by the Christian church in common with other
religious organizations. The church appears to have
prospered for the first fifteen years of its existence, and
to have numbered among its members many of the pioneer families of Preble county, among whom may be
named the Sellers, Dooleys, Crawfords, Bruces, Brubakers, Hardys, Duggins, Bantas, Shidelers, Flemings, Baileys, Bloomfields, and Vanausdals. The early ministers
of the church were Reuben Dooley, William Kinkade,
David Purviance. John Hardy was pastor of the church
at the time of his death, in 1819.
About the year I 823 the peculiar doctrines of Alexander Campbell were first preached in this county. As
Mr. Campbell's system made immersion a test of fellowship its introduction caused a serious division in the
church, which finally resulted in the abandonment of the
organization.
The church was reorganized in 1841 upon the fourth
Sunday of October, and since then has led an interrupted
career of activity. At the time of the reorganization, or
very soon afterward, Nathan D. Sellers "was appointed,
set forward, and ordained as deacon." Elder P. Banta
was chosen as pastor and had pastoral charge of the
church at Eaton from that time until 1845.
The pastors of the church since 1841 have been Peter
Banta, J. F. Sloan, E. W. Humphreys, J. T. Linn, T. M.
McWhinney, J. D. Lauer, Levi Purviance, James Maple, Z. T . Sullivan, and C. W. Garoutle, the present incumbent, who took the charge in 1877.
The first mention made in the church records of the
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movement towards building the house of worship now
in use, occurs under date of June 23, I86o. At that
time E. W. Humphreys, Samuel McClane, and Joseph
Donahoe were appointed and authorized as a committee
to circulate a subscription paper, to ascertain how much
money could be secured for the proposed work. A
building committee was also appointed, consistmg of
N. Lockwood, Charles Street, James F. Sloan, and Joseph W. Quinn, treasurer. Setting out to build a church
upon the subscription plan, all went well for a time, but
at last the committee found it impossible to raise any
more money, and the amount seemed wholly inadequate
to the purpose. Affairs loO'ked rather gloomy, but the
deadlock was broken by the late Cornelius Van Ausdal,
who came forward and donated the balance that was
needed, about fourteen hundred dollars. The church
thus built is the brick structure on Beech street. It cost
between four and five thousand dollars. The first meeting was held in this church on the second of Janaary,
I862, and the dedicatory sermon was preached by Rev
J. T. Linn.
The organization has now about one hundred and
fifty members, and is in a flourishing condition, owning
in addition to its church property a substantial and comfortable brick parsonage. The officers of the church are
-trustees, Wilham Bloomfield, William A. Coovert,
Joseph Quinn; deacons, Joseph Quinn, William Bloomfield, Wilson Clawson; clerk, William A. Coo vert.
THE METHODIST CHURCH.

The introduction of Methodism in &ton was the
preaching of the Rev John Holmes, of Baltimore conference, in a small log cabin occupied by William Castor,
in the spring of I 8 I 1. The house stood on the lot since
owned by William A. Bloomfield. From this time
onward there was preaching in the village for a number
of years, services being held in the court house, in
David E. Hendricks' tavern, and in private houses.
Among the preachers of this period were Moses Crume,
John C. Brooke, Russel Bigelow, and John P. Durbin,
all good men and the possessors of those peculiar qualities which were indispensable in the pioneer days of
religious work. These . services were held irregularly
and it does not appear that a class was organized until
1824, at which time the Eaton class was reported as
having paid twenty-live cents quarterage, at a conference
held in Darke county. This class was within the Greenville circuit, of which John Strange was the presiding elder,
and J. Murray, and S. Calvin the preachers. The number, few and poor at Eaton, were led as a class by Jacob
Middleton, and were under the care and supervision of
the preachers of Greenville circuit. A prayer meeting
was established in the old jail and afterwards moved to
the house of Class Leader Middleton . After several
years residence in Eaton, during which he labored most
zealously, and, according to all testimony, with very
great good effect, Mr. Middleton removed from town,
and after that prayer and class meetings were most commonly held at the house of William D. Stephens, and
preaching was listened to every Sunday at what was

called the Preble meeting-house. About I828 the members of the Methodist church began to feel the need of
having a house of worship which they could call their
own, and the subject being discussed, William Arrasmith
proposed to furnish the necessary timber, William D.
Stephens to make the framework, Jonas Albright to do
the plastering, while Daniel Black volunteered to do all
the necessary teaming, and Peter Longnecker and others
agreed to furnish labor and money. A little church was
nearly completed before the summer of 1829, which
answered very well the needs of the small society, and
remained in use for many years.
The first qua.aerly meeting held at Eaton was in I 83o,
January 9th. From the entire receipts of the circuit at
this meeting Elder Wright reserved four dollars and fifty
cents, and Elder Reeder twenty-three dollars and thirtyone and one-fourth cents, the total receipts being twentyseven dollars and thirty-one and one-fourth cents, and
Eaton, standing at the head of the list of contributors,
credited with the sum of one dollar and eighty-seven and
one-half cents. · Only the year before the total receipts
were two dollars and seventy-five cents. It is recorded
that of this sum thirty-seven and one-half cents was paid
for sacramental wme. It was then moved that twelve
and one-half cents be paid Elder Wright, and the remaining two dollars and twenty-five cents be given to
Elder Reeder. Upon this a brother in the "amen
corner" rose up and remarking that it was a positive
shame to send the elder away with so small a sum,
moved as an amendment that he be allowed the sum of
twenty-five cents. The amendment was unanimously
adopted and "the brother" went away with his quarterly
salary donated. Preachers in those days did not live in
luxury. At another quarterly meeting held in Eaton in
the fall of the same year as the above, the conference
appointed Henry Eidson, William D. Stephens, and
Daniel Seas a committee to estimate the amount necessary to furnish fuel, house rent, table expenses, etc., for
the circuit preacher. This committee afterwards reported an allowance of sixty dollars ~r. year, and of this
amount preacher John A. Baughman really received only
nine dollars and twelve and one-half cents.
At the fourth quarterly meeting held in Eaton, July
I8, I83r, the church was in all probability formally dedicated, which had been commenced in 1828, and nearly
finished .
The expediency of building a parsonage at Eaton for
the residence of the family of the circuit preacher, was
first taken up at a quarterly meeting in I83I, and it being thought advisable the preacher was authorized to collect money for ~he building of said parsonage. He subsequently collected from three hundred and seventy-five
to four hundred dollars, and purchased a lot for thirty
dollars, on which was not long after erected the first
house which served as a Methodist parsonage in Eaton,
and one which has ever since been in use as a residence.
By I83o the Methodist church of Eaton numbered sixtyeight members as follows : William D. Stephens, Mary
Stephens, Margaret Albright, Daniel Black, Elizabeth
Ulack, Hannah Jamison, Juliet Jamison, Zadock Tomlin-
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son, Ann Tomlinson, Eliza Tomlinson, Jane Van Sickel,
Margaret Stephens, Lucy A. Stephens, Sarah Dexter, Ber·
thena Stephens, Joel Nation, Elizabeth Nation, Philip
Acton, Benjamin Lockwood, Mary Lockwood, Philip
Nation, Hester Acton, Eleanor Acton, Peter Longnecker, Nancy Longnecker, Lucinda Longnecker, Warren McCabe, Elizabeth McCabe, Viletta McCabe, Pleasant Jennings, Jacob Sheets, Nancy Sheets, Hiram Oram,
Jane Oram, William Campbell, sr., William Campbell,
jr., Ebe Campbell, Catharine Briant, Sarah Sheets, Patsey
Foster, Comfort Hopkins, Robert Adams, Ceves Frum,
Sarah Kilkenny, John Niccum, Jereta Niccum, Cortland,
Niccum, Elizabeth Small, Esther Banning, Charlotte Van
Zant, Joseph Stephens, Sarah Adams, William Morris,
Jemima Westhoven, Eliza Westhoven, Mary J. Snyder,
Samuel Trait, James Tingle, John Love, Sarah Love.
In I832 the Ohio s:onference recognizing the zeal of
the society, separated it from the Greenville circuit, and
it was thenceforward known as the Eaton circuit.
About 1838, the necessity of a new church more
centrally located in the village engaged the attention of
the ministry and laity, and while some were opposed to
the measure, the majority warmly favored the building
project Finally James Kilkenny paid five hundred
dollars to Cornelius V. Banta for the two lots on which
the church was afterwards erected. On February ISIS,
the following p~rsons were appointed a board of trustees
for the erection of a meeting house on Main street :
Samuel P. Wilson, Jacob Chambers, Jonas Albright.
James Kilkenny, William Sallee, John V. Campbell and
Daniel Black. At a meeting held in December, I839, a
subcription paper was made up, and the sum of two
thousand two hundred dollars subscribed toward building.
With this encouraging sta. t the project was advanced ·
swiftly toward realization. The contract for building
was let to James Albert, Preston Smith and Christopher
Wysong, one year and nine months being allowed for its
fulfillment. The building was commenced and when
the walls had reach about half the height intended, Mr.
Wysong, failing in business and withdrawing from the
firm of contractors, his place was taken by R. Y. Lanier.
From this time on for several months the stringency of
finances throughout the country retarded the progress of
the work. The old frame church was sold for two
hundred dollars to Benjamin Lockwood, who in- pay
ment made the seats for the new. Notwithstanding the
many difficulties with which the society had to contend,
the building progressed and on Sunday, September 25,
1842, it was dedicated. The sem10n on that occasion
was preached by James B. Finley, one of the pioneers of
western Methodism, whose remains now lie in Mound
Hill cemetry. Over one hundred and ninety persons
made subcriptions on that day, and the total amount
realized was one thousand and seventy-four dollars.
From this ·time onward the church was in constant use
until the summer of I871. On Sunday, the twenty-first
of May, it was used for the last time, the new church,
the present handsome bouse of worship being dedicated
on the following Sunday. The dedicatory services at
the new church were held upon a bright May morning,
14
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the twenty-eight, and the commodious auditorium was
completely filled. The dedicatory sermon wac; preached
by the Rev. J. W. Wiley. After the conclusion of his
discourse, Charles F. Brooke, treasurer of the board of
trustees, presented a report showing the financial condition of the church, viz : that the receipts, principally
from subscriptions, had been twenty thousand three
hundred and forty dollars and thirty-six cents, and the
disbursments a trifle over that amount. The total indebtedness was shown to be over six thousand dollars,
and it was stated that for two thousand dollars additional
the trustees thought they could complete the church. Dr.
Wiley then proceeded to lift the subscription and in a
short time the entire eight thousand dollars needed was
subscribed. The sum which it was thought would be
sufficient to wholly complete the church, viz : twentyeight thousand dollars proved inadequate and when "it
was finally finished the cost including interest on borrowed money amounted to about forty-five thousand
dollars. But the expenditure of this large sum secured
for the Eaton society a house of worship which was
fully adequate to all of their then present and prospective wants. No town of its size in the whole country
possesses a more commodious or handsome church edifice.
Following is a list of the Presiding elders and preachers of the Eaton Methodist Episcopal church, from the
time of organization down to the present, except some of
the earli~st already given:
I824-)ohn Strange, presiding elder; J. Murray, S.
Colvin, preachers.
I8z8-James B. Finley, presiding elder; Samuel Shaw
and James Huffman, preachers.
I829--John F. Wright, presiding elder; Joseph Reider, preacher.
I83o-Greenbury R Jones, presiding elder; John A.
Baughman, preacher.
I83I-Same presiding elder; J. G. Bruce, John A.
Baughman, preachers.
I832-james B. Finley, presiding elder; Stephen H.
Holland and John A. Baughman, preachers.
I833-Thomas A. Morris, presiding elder; William
Sutton and Daniel Poe, preachers.
I834-William B. Christie, presiding elder; Charles
W. Swain and David Warnock, preachers.
I83s-James Quinn, presiding elder; C. W. Swain and
Francis A. Timmons, preachers.
I836-James B. Finley, presiding elder; J. A. Reeder
and S. T. Conrey, preachers.
I837-James B. Finley, presiding elder; David Smith
and J. A. Reeder, preachers.
I838-james B. Finley, presiding elder; A B. Stroud
and Andrew Irwin, preachers.
I839-George W. Walker, presiding elder; A B.
Stroud and W. R Davis, preachers.
I84o-George W. Walker, presiding elder; A. B.
Stroud and Andrew Irwin, preachers.
I84I-James B. Finley, presiding elder; Joseph McDowell, William O'Connor, and Joseph A. Bruner,
preachers.
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1842-)ames B. Finley, presiding elder; Joseph Me
Dowell and Asbury Lowrey, preachers.
1843-James B. Finley, presiding elder; P. A. Muchncr and S. F. Conrey, preachers.
1844-William H. Roper, presirling elder; George
W. Maley and Moses S. Smith, preachers.
1845-William H. Roper, presiding elder; William
Rutledge and William I. Lee, preachers.
1846-\Villiam H. Roper, presiding elder; William
Langard and William Rutledge, preachers.
1847-George W. Walker, presiding elder; W. R. Davis and James E. Wilson, preachers.
1848--George W. Walker, presiding elder; W. R. Davis and A. W. Musgrove, preachers.
I 849- George W. Walker, presiding elder; P. A.
Muchner and A. W. Musgrove, preachers.
185o-George W. Walker, presiding elder; Levi White
and D. A. Dryden, preachers.
1851-Charles Elliott, presiding elder; Levi White
and \Villinm S. Haynes, preachers.
1852-William Herr, presiding elder; Isaac Neff, and
S. T. Creighton, preachers.
1853-William Herr, presiding elder; C. W. Swain,
and N. Callender, preachers.
1854- This year Eaton church was made a regular
charge and given a residue and preacher. Up to this
time it had been a station and visited by the circuit
preachers. William Herr was presiding elder and L. F.
Van Cleve, preacher.
1855-Michael Morley, presiding elder; L. F. Van
Cleve, preacher.
1856-Michael Morley, presiding elder; William Smith,
preacher.
1857-Michael Morley, presiding elder; William H.
Fyffe, preacher.
1858-Michael Morley, presiding elder; M. Kauffman,
preacher.
1859-)ames F. Chalfant, presiding elder; W. J. Ellsworth, preacher.
186o-James F. Chalfant, presiding elder; J. W.
\Veakley, preacher.
1861 - )ames F. Chalfant, presiding elder; J. W.
Weakley, preacher.
1862-William H. Lawder, presiding elder; L. D.
Clayton, preacher.
1863-A. Lowrey, presiding elder; L. D. Clayton,
preacher.
1864-W. H. Sutherland, presiding elder; WilliamS.
Hartley, preacher.
1865-William H. Sutherland, presiding elder; Thomas
J. Harris, preacher.
1866-Same.
1867-M. Dustie, presiding elder; A. Meharry,
preacher.
i868-M. Dustie, presiding elder; A. Meharry,
preacher.
1869-Samc.
187o-Same.
1871-John W. \Veakley, presiding elder; J. W. Cassatt, preacher.
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1872- A. Lowrey, presiding elder; J. W. Cassatt,
preacher.
I873-Same.
I874-C. W. Ketcham, presiding elder; John F. Morley, preacher.
1875- C. W. Ketcham, presiding elder; Thomas Collett, preacher.
1876-Same.
1877-C. W. Ketcham, presiding elder; T. S. Cowden,
preacher.
1878- William Runyon, presiding elder; T. S. Cowden,
preacher.
1879-Same.
The present number of church members is three hundred and forty.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.*

No records of the planting of t,lle Presbyterian church
in Eaton are to be found; and most of the facts herein
stated have been collected by the present pastor in interviews with Judge Curry, Mrs. Margaret Kline and others.
It seems that the earliest Presbyterian congregations
were assembled in shops (Thomas Morgan's is mentioned),
in private houses, and in the court house. Afterwards
meetings were held in the public church, near the banks
of Seven Mile creek. The names of the ministers who
Rev.
preached occasionally cannot all be mentioned.
Peter Monfort and Rev. Alexander Porter are remembered. Mr. Britch, an Englishman, who afterwards met
with a tragical death in a western State, by freezing,
preached a while. Rev. Nicholas Pittinger, one of the
pioneers of Presbyterianism in Highland county, came
to Preble at an early day, built a framed church near
New Paris called Beulah, and preached occasionally at
Eaton. After Mr. Pittenger's time the Rev. John M.
Crabb preached at the New Lexington church, and also
at Eaton. The Rev. T. E. Hughes, of Sommerville,
sometimes preached and held communion here, but
during what years cannot be definitely stated. Rev.
Peter Golliday was ordained in Eaton and was minister
several years. R. Irwin was here a short time.
The Rev. J. C. Mitchell preached here a number of
years, and then went to Virginia to settle up his father's
estate. During his absence of about a year, the Rev.
R. M. Badeau supplied his place, perhaps in Ii49· Mr.
Mitchell, on his return from Virginia, resuming his
place. The Rev. John Marqvis was his successor, and
remained for a year or two. From about 1855 to 186o
Rev. H. W. Taylor was the pastor. He was called to
Franklin, Ohio, and was succeeded here by the Rev. G:
H. Webster, who was installed pastor, and remained as
such from I86o to 1865. Rev. G. M. Haid followed
him, and remained in charge for about one year- 1866.
Rev. F. L. Lenour was pastor for about three years,
closing his labors in 1870. Re_v. J. W. Scott supplied
the· pulpit during 1871. In February, 187 z, the Rev.
John Haight began to preach, and continued until the
summer of I 87 3· Rev. W. W. Colniery supplied the
• The facts of this church history were mainly collected by the Rev.
Andrew J. Reynolds, and presented by him in a centennial sennon,
July 2, 1876.
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pulpit in I 87 4- J.al February, I 87 5, the present pastor,
Rev. Andrew J. Reynolds, began his work in the society.
Mr. Reynolds was born in Cincinnati in I8JI, July 14th;
graduated at Woodward college in I 85 I; entered the
theological seminary at New Albany, Indiana, in 1852,
and Princeton in r853, from which he graduated in
r8SS· He received the honorary degree of A. M. from
Miami university in I 86o. Previous to coming to Eaton Mr. Reynolds had occupied a number of pulpits in
the limits of the Cincinnati, Chillicothe, Columbus and
Dayton presbyteries. He was one of the Christian
commission at Chattanooga in r86~, and also in front of
Peters burgh.
The present h0use of worship was built in 1824, or
the following year. Mrs. Mary Hawkins, in her will,
left a legacy of one thousand dollars, which, in I 866,
was applied to making repairs in the church building,
rendering it more comfortable and pleasant.
In the winter of 1846-47, Rev. N. L. Rice delivered
a series of sermons, which resulted in the conversion of
about twenty persons, among whom were Judge Curry,
Elizabeth Gardner, Mrs. William Kline, Mrs. Ann Gilmore, Mrs. Julia M. Foos, Robert Miller and Mrs. Maria
Smith.
Following is a list of the elders of the church, with
the dates of their ordination: Abner Dooley, ordained
June 28, 1829; Joseph Wasson, ordained June 28, 1829;
Isaac Westerfield, ordained August q, I83o; James L.
Ward, ordained November 27, 1836; Jacob Westerfield,
ordained November 27, I836; Joseph Patton, ordained
September 9, 1838; Daniel Walker, ordained September
9, 1838; Kobert Davidson, ordained May 12, 1844;
William Curry, ordained June 27, I8so; John D. Miller,
ordained May 6, r863; James Golliday, ordained May
6, 1863; Robert E. Pryor, ordained March r6, I867;
Robert Miller, George Kline, J. J. Robinson.
Following is a list of the deacons: Isaac Westerfield,
June 28, I829; Peter Aten, June 28, I829; Daniel
Walker, June 28, 1829; William Curry May 6, I863;
R. E. Pryor, March r6, I867; J . J. Robinson, A. E. Hubbard, William H. Orot.
The church has now about eighty members, and is
officered as follows : Elders, Robert Miller, George Kline,
John B. Munger; deacons, J. J . Robinson, A. E. Hubbard, W. C. M. Brookins, Jacob Brisigman; treasurer, J.
J. Robinsol1.
The Sunday-school connected with the Presbyterian
church was organized March 25, IS44, with the following
officers: Superintendents, R. G. D. McKemy and Julia
D. Paramore; treasurer, secretary and librarian, John A.
McKemy. There were sixty scholars at the time of organization. The present superintendent is N. G. Griffis,
Those who occupied this office after Mr. McKemy were
Daniel Walker and William Curry.
CHURCH OF CHRIST (DISCIPLES).

The church of Christ, or Disciples, was organized in
Eaton about the year I8Jo, but owing to the loss of the
old church books, it is impossible to give the exact date.
For the same reason and because, also, of the death of

nearly all the original members, it is impossible to give
the names of the early ministers or the times at which
they were here. Among them, however, may be named
Benjamin Franklin, then a young man, and S. K. Houshour.
The meetings were held in the old public church, and
also, often at the houses of members, many of whom
were farmers living in the adjoining country. The
Christian church had previously had an existence here,
but some of its members now entered the new organization, although the old one still continued to hold meetings.
The Disciples continued in a fair state of prosperity
from the time they were organized, and about the year
1846 the public church having become dilapidated, they
resolved to build an edifice of their own, and accordingly
purchased a lot on the southeast corner of Barron and
Sommers streets, of Alexander Mitchell, but deeming
the amount of ground insufficient, they afterward purchased three feet more of Lovina Mitchell, granting her
the privelege of joining walls, a grant which afterward entailed a vexatious lawsuit upon the church. Up to this
time Henry Monfort had been the principal resident
preacher, although meetings were very frequently held by
others, usually lasting on those occasions several days at
a time.
Among the earlier members of the organization here
were Henry Monfort and wife, ·Abner Dunlap and wife,
John Quinn and wife, Jacob Fall and wife, Asa Clawson
and wife, George Thompson and wife, Martin M. Behle,
Andrew Fall, and others. The new church edifice was
built about the year 1848, but was not entirely completed until about the time of the cholera, in 1849. This
scourge desolated the town during the months of July
and August of that year, Eaton losing by death nearly
one-tenth of all of its inhabitants by it. The church edifice was turned into a hospital and used as such when
needed as long as the pestilence continued. The church
lost by death some of its most efficient members, among
them Henry Monfort and wife. After the cholera had
abated the building was refitted and prepared for public
worship, but the membership was further depleted about
this time, or shortly after, by the removal of several of
its most prominent members, leaving it in a crippled condition. The buildi~g, together with the lot, had cost
about two thousand two hundred dollars, and there was
still a debt of about five hundred dollars hanging over
it. This debt was afterwards paid, principally by Abner
Dunlap, George Thompson, and John Quinn. Dr. J.P.
Brookins and wife located in Eaton about this time and
became active and efficient members of the church.
Preachers were employed regularly during the next few
years, among others, Elder John R. Frame, Elder ·Z.
Brown, and Elder Enos Adamson, while occasional meetings were held by the more noted ministers of the church.
But the crippled financial condition of the congregation
prevented its flourishing as it should, and no doubt
would otherwise have done; and the unfortunate permission given to Lovina Mitchell and her assigns to join
walls and extend the wall above the roof of the church,
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resulted in a permanent injury to the latter and culminated in a lawsuit with Dr. W. H. H. B. Minor, in
which, although the church was finally .:;uccessful, the
loss was greater than the gain.
From that time on
preaching was only had occasionally, although the meetings were kept up until about 1872, when the age and
infirmity of the only remaining elder, John Quinn, compelled him to cease activity. After his death, and that of
his wife, both of which events occurred in February, 1873,
no services of this church were held in this house. In
the meantime the Christian church had been re-organized
and for a number of years, by the permission of the Disciples, its meetings were held regularly in this house at
such times as it was not used by its owners, until they
built an edifice of their own. The Universalists also
used the building until it was sold in the fall of 1873.
After the death of Elder Quinn, the membership having
been reduced to about half a dozen, the trustees determined
to sell the building, especially as the roof seemed to be bad,
past remedying, and was by some even thought to be unsafe. They accordingly petitioned the court of common
pleas, and in August, 1873, the lot and building were
sold for three thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars.
This money, after payment of costs, was allowed to accumulate, so that in the beginning of the year I 879 it
amounted, after the payment of taxes, to about the sum
of five thousand dollars. In the meantime Dr. J. P.
Brookins and wife and Sarah Quinn had died, and the
membership was reduced to four persons, to-wit : Abner
Dunlap and wife, Sarah Thompson, and Tabitha Collins.
Mr. Dunlap being the only surviving acting trustee.
In February and March of I879 Elder T. D. Garvin,
of Columbus, Ohio, a traveling Evangelist, employed
under the direction of the missionary board of the
church, came to Eaton and held a series of meetings for
about one month, in the Universalist church, a very neat
and substantial edifice, which they had erected, and the
use of which they not only kindly donated, but took
care of during the entire series of meetings. This series
of sermons, or lectures, for most of them partook largely
of the nature of the latter, uniformly attracted crowded
audiences, and was pronounced by many the ablest series
ever delivered in Eaton. On the thirteenth of March,
I879, the church was re-organized with a membership of
twenty-nine persons. Abner Dunl:rp was continued as
one of the trustees, while R. W. Quinn was elected in
the place of Jacob E. Krug, who had resigned, and W.
L. Scott in that of J. P. Brookins, deceased. At a subsequent meeting the organization was more fully carried
forward by the appointment of Noah Shirkey, W. B.
Dunlap, and R. W. Quinn, as deacons, since which time
no further changes have been made. In the spring of
1879 the church purchased a lot on the west side of
Barron street, about one-third of a square from the old
building, and in the summer and fall of that year
erected thereon one of the neatest and most convenient
church edifices in Preble county. Second in Eaton only
to the Methodist church in size, it in some respects
exceeds even it in convenience. It is thirty-six feet
wide, by seventy-one in length (including the tower), is

built of brick in the most substantial manner, with a
slate roof and iron cornice, so as in ~ great measure to
protect it from fire without It is heated by a furnace in
the cellar, and contains a baptistry, together with the
necessary dressing rooms, so that immersion (which is
the only mode of baptism practiced by the church) can
be performed within the building itselt, in full view of
the congregation, and in a manner calculated to guard
against that levity which is too apt to characterize an
audience when assemb!ed in the open air on such occasions. The entire cost of the building, including the
furniture and lot, was about six thousand dollars; all of
which has been provided for. In addition to this the
"ladies social" of the church has completed the same
at a cost of about two hundred dollars.
The building was completed during the years of 1879
and I 88o, and was dedicated in a sermon by Elder T. D.
Garvin, on March 14th, of the latter year, precisely one
year and a day from the re-organization of the church.
Several persons were added to the church at this and
subsequent meetings, so that the membership now numbers about fifty, and the organization is in a very healthy
and efficient condition, with an excellent Sunday-school,
a "ladies social" connected with the church, and all
going forward in harmony.
THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH.

The early history of Universalism in this locality is
somewhat obscure. There being no records to which
reference can be had, tradition and the memory of individuals are the only sources of information. It is
believed that Hon. Samuel Tizzard was the first pronounced Umversalist here. He came to this village, as
stated in another place, in the year 1820. He being an
earnest, zealous, and well informed advocate of the
peculiar doctrines of the denomination, it was not very
long until he found, here and there, a few congenial
spirits of like faith. It is doubtful if there was ever a
preacher of that faith in the county before the year 1825.
About that time Rev. Jonathan Kidwell, of Union
county, Indiana, first made his appearance here, and
created a wonderful excitement by preaching the doctrine
of universal salvation from sin. He was probably the
first preacher of that faith in the county-at least the
first that is remembered. After several irregular visits
here, he was engaged to make regular monthly visits
which were continued some two or three years. Meantime, other clergymen of the denomination made occasional missionary calls, preaching more or less acceptably
to the limited congregations gathered on sho;t notice.
Among these the Rev. Daniel St John, of Brookville,
Indiana, is remembered; also Rev. D. Parker and Rev.
Mr. Dodge.
During this time (probably in the year 1826 or beginning of 1827,) there came to this place a clergyman who
had been preaching for the Methodist denomination, in
the interior of Indiana, by the name of Daniel Hawley,
and gave notice that he would deliver a discourse upon
the subject of the future destiny of the human race. He
was entirely unknown here, nor did he know any one, or
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know that there were any here wh"> entertained views
similar to his own. His first sermon was delivered to a
good audience, and at once put him en rapport with the
little flock of believers here. Being wholly unsettledwithout home or employment-and finding sympathy
and congeniality here, he at once concluded to remain,
and seek employment as a school-teacher. He accordingly sent back to Indiana for his wife and child, and
soon secured employment as teacher of a writing school.
He continued to preach occasionally, here and at other
points in the county, for several months, pursuing the
business of teaching, and gaining the confidence and
esteem of all who made his acquaintance. After the
lapse of some months, Mr. Hawley left here to visit
some point on the Miami,-Franklin or Middletown,
perhaps--in the pursuit of some enterprise not now
remembered, and was never afterwards seen or heard of
by any one of his acquaintances here. It was not known
that he ever arrived at the place he started to go to, nor
was it ever known what became of him.
Toward the close of the ye'lu 1827, the first Universalist
church was organized here, under the pastorship of Rev.
J. Kidwell. Unfortunately the records of :this congregation have been lost or destroyed, and the facts concerning it rests wholly on the memory of individuals. It is
believed that nineteen names were enrolled as members
of this first church. In recalling the names, however,
only the following can be remembered, viz : Samuel
Tizzard, Elizabeth Tizzard, Daniel D. Hall, Jane Hall,
· Mrs. Polly Holladay (afterwards married to Captain L. T.
McCabe), Nicholas Day, Lucinda Day, Joseph Stephens,
Robert Quinn, Asa W. Meloy, Arka Place, Ira K. Place,
and James Alred. The only one of them now alive,
(188o,) is Colonel Robert Quinn.
This organization was kept up, sometimes with regular
monthly services, and at other times with only occasional
preaching by such clergymen as could be procured, for
some three or four years. After the removal of Mr.
Tizzard to Cincinnati, and other changes by removal and
otherwise, the organization was abandoned. A few adherents to the faith being still left here, though in an
unorganized condition, occasional preaching was maintained as opportunity offered; frequently, however, at
at very long intervals, for many years.
Up to the year 1856 there was no subsequent effort
made towards organized work by the Universalists of this
place and vicinity. During that year, a church building
was erected on Paint creek, in the "Dooley settlement,"
about five miles south of Eaton, called Friendship church.
At that place, and during that year a church organization
was effected under the pastoral charge of Rev. W. S.
Bacon, who had been holding regular monthly services
in the vicinity for a couple of years. The adherents of
the faith in Eaton joined in this organization, which
consisted of some twenty-five members. Rev. Bacon
was continued in the pastorate for many years, preaching
once each month. The better to accommodate all the
members, it was arranged so_ as to hold the morning service
at Friendship, and an evening service at Eaton-occupyil1g for that purpose the chapel of the Disciples, or

Christian church, which was kindly loaned for that purpose; and which occupancy continued until the church
building (corner of Barron and Sommers streets,) was sold
and converted to business purposes.
Mr. Bacon's pastorate continued until the year 1863.
His successor was Rev. T. S. Guthrie, who remained
until 1871, and was succeeded the next year by Rev. C.
H. Dutton.
Preparatory to an organization in town, separate from
the church at Friendship, the members here withdrew,
by consent, from that church, and held a meeting on the
eighteenth day of August, 1872, at which time a constitution was adopted, and an organiiation effected under
the name of the "First Universalist church of Eaton,"
consisting of about forty memberc;. Previous to this
time money had been raised and a lot purchased, corner
of Cherry and Sommers streets, with the view of the
erection at some time of a church edifice. The next
year after the organization of the church, the chapel of
the Disciples, as before noted, was sold and relegated to
business purposes. Rev. Dutton's pastorate continued
but a single year, during the closing portion of which the
church meetings were held in the city halL Mr. Dutton
was succeeded by Rev. J. H. Blackford, and he by Rev.
William Tucker, D. D., each of whom continued but a
single year.
In the spring of 187 3 the subject of the erection of a
church building began to be talked up by the members.
Meetings were held to consult about the matter, and
subscriptions taken up for the purpose It was not until the summer of 1874, however, that contracts were let
and work commenced upon the edifice.
On the fifteenth day of October of that year, in the
presence of a large assembly of the citizens, and after
an appropriate and most eloquent address by Rev. J. G.
Adams, of Cincinnati, the corner-stone was laid with appropriate ceremonies. J. H. Foos, esq., mayor of Eaton,
also delivered an address. Revs. Blackford and Polk
were also present, and assisted in the ceremonies.
Progress was made from time to time, as means could
be collected and contracts effected, so that early in the
year 1876 the house was in such condition as to be
used as a place of meeting. It was not until September,
1877, that the edifice was fully completed and ready for
dedication. On Sunday, the twenty-third day of September, 1877, after a most appropriate and eloquent
sermon, by Rev. S. H. McCallister, D. D., president of
Buchtel college, the church edifice was solemnly dedicated to the service of Almighty God, by appropriate
rites and ceremonies, participateU in by the following
named clergymen, viz: Rev. S. H. McCollister, D. D.,
Rev. J. S. Cantwell, D. D., Rev. William Tucker, D. D.,
Rev. C. A. Lander, and Rev. 0. P. Kimmel.
The entire cost of the church, exclusive of the lot, is
a trifle above six thousand dollars. The lot cost six
hundred dollars, and is very eligibly located, being very
near the center of the village, at the intersection of two
handsome and well improved streets, and just outside
of the noisy and business part of town.
During a portion of the time while the building was
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in course of construction, the church was without a
stated pastor, but had preaching occasionally, as supplies could be obtained. In the early part of ·r 877,
Rev. C. A. Lander was called to the pa~torate, who con·
tinued as such for two years. He was succeeded, in
March, 1879, by Rev. Frank Evans, who died on the
second day of October following.
On the first day of January of the present year, ~88o,
a call was extended to Rev. J. M. Getchell, which was
accepted, and he at once entered upon his duties as
pastor, preaching on each alternate Lord's day. ·An arrangement has also been recently effected, in accordance
with which Mr. Get~hell will occupy the pulpit of this
church every Lord's day during the ensuing year, 1881.
Rev. L. P. Blackford, pastor of the Universalist
church in Norwich, Connecticut, and Rev .. W. M.. Kimmel, pastor at Barre, Vermont, are contributions from
this church to the ministerial field. . Also, Rev. 0. P.
Kimmell, who, after a short but brilliant clerical career,
died in March, 1 88o, at the early age of twenty-four
years. Rev. J.D. Lauer, formerly a clergyman in the
!'Christian" denomination, first identified himself with
Universalism in becoming a member of the church in
Eaton. He ministered to the church for some time
after attaching himself to it; and has proved quite an
accession to the ministerial force of the denomination.
THE FIRST REGL'l.AR BAPTIST CHURCH OF EATON

was organized l\Jarch 19, 1870, and consisteq originally
of but twelve members. The Rev. B. J. George, Alex• ander A. Stokes and L. L. Harris were appointed as a
building committee with Mr. Stokes as treasurer, and
upon the first of August, 187o, ground was broken prepara~
tory to the construction of the present handsome house of
worship on Decatur street, which was built. at a cost of
about six thousand dollars. The pastors who have served
this society have been Revs. B. ]. George, - - Lamb,
and William Depoy. The first named served five years,
and his successors, of co1,1rse, shorter periods. .Mr. Depoy left in 1878, since which time no pastor has been employed The organization has had as many as one hundred members, but now numbers about sixty.
ST. MARY'S (ROMAN CATHOLIC) CHURCH.

The first services of the Roman Catholics in Eaton
were held in 1852 or 1853, in a building near where Dr.
Sewell now lives, by Father Carney. Soon after that
titne Father O'Connor was located in the place and remained for a number of years. A building was fitted
up as a church, and for a time the society was in a prosperous condition; but the interest flagged, and the financial support becoming less strong, the Catholics were
compelled to give up their church, and for a number of
years services were held at the residence of Michael
Ryan. About 1865 the upper floor of the building on
Main street, now used as·a priest's residence, was ·fitted
up and services were regularly held there until the present church was built, in 1879. This edifice· was dedicated August 24th. It is a well built structure, sufficiently
commodious for the congregation that assembles in
it, and cost about thirty-two hundred dollars. For a

number of years ·after Father O'Connor's time the church
was supplied by priests from Hamilton, Middleton and
Oxford, Fathers D'Arco and William Daly serving most
of the time. 'fhen came Father Bowe; and he was succeeded by Fancis Varelmann in 1876, who removed in
the summer· of 188o to Xenia. For eight years the
church has been a parish-previously being known as a
station. There are about three hundred and fifty Catholics in the parish, a portion of them belonging in the
town of Eaton, and a portion in the surrounding country.
EDUCATIONAL.

Eaton, like most all of the Ohio settlements, secured at a very early day those ·twin institutions of
civilization and sister safe-guards of well ordered
society, the school and the church. William Bruce,
the founder of· the town, .iri fact, made provision
for the establishment of churches and schools, when
he laid out the plat, donating the lots at the corners. of ·Preble (now Main) and Barron streets as
sites for a court house and. other public buildings, two
churches, and· "an academy and school-house for the
to\vn." A school-house of very primitive character was
built upon the 'lot provided for the purpose, sometime
prior to 18.12. Before ·this building v.·as erected, however, and sometime in '18o7, or the following year,
the first school in the village was opened in one of the
log cabins on the south side of Wadsworth street, west
of Judge Haines' late residence. The teacher was one
John Hollingsworth. · Robert Miller, esq., from whose
sketch in the Ohio centennial educational volume, this
history is principally compiled, quotes Hon. George D.
Hendricks as saying that the early school-houses were
constructed of ·logs, had but little furnishing, arid ·were
not even "chinked" or daubed, until the cold of winter
made such measures necessary. A log was removed at
a convenient height and the apperture being covered
with greased paper, served as a window. He says:
"The second class of school-houses wel'e the hipped-roofed frame
buildings. School accommodations were furnished by subscription and
most teachers permitted indigent pupils to auend free of charge.
"A special act '~as passed by. the legislature of the State, December
23, t8tt; appointii1g three trustees-Alexander Mitchell, William L.
Henderson, and Samu~l Hawkins-to sell lots designated ·for churches
and il schaol-hquse and invest the proceeds.in lots in other parts of the
town, better situated for such purposes 11nd in the building of a public
church and school-house. From an old record containing the proceedings of these trustees, it appears that the square set apart by Bruce for
an academy and school-house was sub-divided into four lots and sold
for four hundred a~d nine dollar~ and sixty-six cents at the aggregate,
and that thirty dollars of this amount was paid for another lot and the
balance was expended. in the erection and /urnishing of ·a f~e schoolhouse thereon. This building was used both a5 a ·court house and
meeting-house, while the coutt house· was buildiog."
.

· From this time until ·the organization of the schools
under the act of 1849, but few details can. be given, as
no records appear which pertain to this period. A long
succession of pioneer teachers came and went, remaining
only for short terms, from the early days of Eaton history
up to 1826. In the latter year "Hon. Abner Haines
came to our town," says Mr. Hendricks, "staff in one
hand and a pair of new shoes in the other." By the
generous aid of. C. Van Ausdal and Sheriff John Hawkins,
he raised a school, · as all previous schools were raised,
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bv subscription. The terms were one dollar and fifty
cents per scholar for spelling, reading and writing, and
two dollars additional per quarter of sixty-five days for
arithmetic and English grammar. The judge made a
very successful teacher, but did· not long follow· the
pedagogical profe!1Sion. : ·He was , succeeded by George
D. Hendricks who taught during I827-28-29 and I83o.
He had previously taught in the county and had a good
reputation as an instructor. He soon enrolled on his
list one hundred and twenty pupils, and had an average
daily attendance of from seventy to one hundred. · He
"kept schoolP from eight to ten hours a day, "setting"
all of the " copies" and making and mending all of t>he
quill pens for from forty to "sixty scholars, out of school
hours.
The school population of Eaton had increased long
before the passage of the act of 1849, beyond thecapacity of the building preciously erected, and no successful attempt had been made at grading or classification.
Upon the re-organization of the schools under this act,
district No. 4 was created, including the town and territory, one and a half miles square. The act provides for
the election of six directors and their division into three
classes, 5o that after the first election two directors should
be elected annually, for the term of three years. It further provided that the board s·hould have the entire management and cor.trol ()f the schools in the district, and
required them to establish within its bounds three or
more common schools in which the rudiments of an
English ·education should be taught for at least eight
months of the year; to determine what branches should
be taught in any or all of the schools; to levy taxes, not
exceeding three mills on the dollar, to be assessed on the
valuation of the taxable property in the district, to raise
funds in addition to the common ,school fund to defray
the expense of the system; .to appoirrt a board of examiners; to adopt text books,' etc. The persons most active
in securing the passage of this were probably the first
board of diret:tors elected ·under it, ·who were: Abner
Haines, \V. H. H. B. Minor, John Acton, Hiram Jones,
Benjamin Neal and Richard M. Stannah. At that time
Hon. George D. Hendricks and Hon. Felix Marsh, both
citizens of Eaton, were members of the legislature, and
urged and voted for the adoption of the act.
The change in the school system met, at ryrst, with
some opposition, but it was soon acquiesced in and put
in operation. Under the provisions of the act·contract
was entered into with Pierson Smith, in the sum of three
thousand five hundred and ninety-seven dollars and twenty-three cents, tor the erection of a two story brick schoolhouse, with four rooms. The work was to be done under the superintendence of Ellis Marshall, then a 'director,
who was also authorized to sell the old frame building on
the lot in the north part of the town on which the new
building was to be erected, and also the old brick building and lot in the south part.
On the thirtieth of November, r8so, Superintendent
Marshall reported the building completed according to
contract, with a few unimportant exceptions, and the first
school was opened in it December 2, I8so, under the
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following teachers: David M. Morrow, superintendent;
Enos Adamson, Mary A. Goam and Miss :\1. E. Merthiet.
Mr. Morrow, who was a grandson of the governor of the
State, by the same name, died in r875,. in Wisconsin.
It was not long before tbis building proved inadequate
for the accommodation of the increasing number of pupils, but no formal action was taken by the board for the
erection of an additional building until the twenty-second
of January, I859, when· they resolved to build another
school-ho11se. In the meantime school-rooms were rented, and the publi{: church was used for school purposes
until the second building was completed. The second
building was not comt)leted until·September 12, I864,
and then only three rooms were finished and occupied.
This e\'ent marked a new epoch in the history of the
Eaton schools. Six departments were opened, ~nd three
teachers assigned to each building. The corps consisted
of the following ladies and gentlemen: M, L. Holt,
superintendent; S. S. Dix, Sophie Miller, Maggie l\kCiung, Maria Ballentine and Lucy Stroud.
The new building finished in 1864 is of brick, two
stories in height, and contains eight school-rooms. It is
pleasantly situated in the southeast part of the town, upon an elevated site of four acres. Many improvements
in buildings, furniture, apparatus, etc., have been made
from time to time in recent years. The two buildings to
which allusion has been made contain an aggregate of
twelve rooms, nearly all of which have been furnished
with the Excelsior seat, manufactured at Eaton. The
rooms which require it are supplied with maps and charts,
and are all provided with large sized black-boards. In
I874 the grounds of the south building were properly
graded, forming u gentle desc,ent on the north (fronting
Israel street), with a more abrupt decent to the west, and
nearly level grounds on the east and south.
The highest department of the Eaton schools, says
Mr. Miller, "was growing into a high school from r8so to
1872, at which last period it fully organizecl as such."
The first class graduated from this school at the close of
the sch~ol year ending in June, 1872, when regular commencement .exercises were held as they have been each
year since. The principal of the high school, when the
first graduation took place, was Miss Catharine Oaks.
Up to 1867 it could hardly be said that the principal
teacher, though sometimes called superintendent, had
the full control and authority of superintendent. The
following is a list of principals prior. to 1867, and the
superintendents subsequent to that date: D. M. Morrow, I8so-si; James Long, ·I85I-52; Samuel McClure,
1852-53; J. S. Morris, I853-6o; A. McAdow, 186o-6I;
J. N. Lake, 1861-62; A. C. Messenger, I862-63; S. S.
Dix, I863-64; l\1. L. Holt, r864- 65; J. N. Lake, 186566; S. S. Dix, 1866-67; C C. Fetherling, 1867 (vacancy);
W. L. Shaw, 1867-69; Peter Sellers, I86g-7o; W. C.
Barnhart, I87o-73; B. F. Morgan, 1873-74; W. L.
Shaw, I87 5-79; J. l\1. Withrow, 1879·
Following are the names of the gentlemen who have
served on the board of education since the organization
in 18so, given in the order of their election: W. J. Gilmore, W. H . H . B. Minor, Ellis Minshall, George W.
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Thompson, A. Haines, W. B. Tizzard, C. F. Brooke,
George D. Hendricks, C. W. Swain, J. W. King, William
Curry, E. W. McGuire, Robert Miller, Benjamin Neal,
Thomas J. Larsh, John V. Campbell, J. N. Lake, S. S.
Dix, R. G. D. McKemy, B. Hubbard, P. M. Crume, J.
P. Brookins, Melyne Miller, J. A. Crume, R. E. Pryor,
Joseph Wilson, Joseph Fisher, J. L. Chambers, J. D.
Lauer, W. A. Swihart, W. C. M. Brookins, W. C. Huston, Hiram Jones, Josiah Campbell, B. H. Alexander,
L. C. Abbott, John Acton, R. M. Stannah, S. H . Hubbell, J. B. Drayer, M. Filbert, R. Homan, G. W. Gaus,
Joseph N. Pinney, H. B. Van Ausdal, C. P. Thurn, C.
W. Larsh, J. W. King, C. F. Brooke, W. C. Huston,
Robert Miller, John V. Campbell, S. S. Dix, A. S. Harris,
Winfield Freeman, J. B. Welsh, P. M. Small, A. J. Reynolds. The board, at present, is composed of: S. S.
Dix, president ; W. C. M. Brookins, secretary; J. B.
Welsh, P. M. Small, A. J. Reynolds and C. F. Brooke.
The growth of the Eaton schools during twenty years
of their history is shown in the following comparative
statement :
1855·
1875·
Number of pupils enumerated . .. ...
. . . . . ·495
722
:Surnber of pupils enrolled . ..... . . . . . .... . ... . . . ... . 379
548
Average daily attendance . .. . .. ...... .... . . . ... ... .. 203
413
Number of teachers . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . 5
n
Number of school-rooms. .... ... .. .... .. . .... . . ..... 5
11
Number of grades.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
10
Number of weeks in session . ...... ... . . .. . . ... . . .. . . . 32
36
Amount paid teach.,rs .. .. .. . .. .. ... .. . . . .... . . . $1.284.40 $5.1164-91
Total expenditure . .. . ... .... .. . . .. . .• . ...... . -$2.512.45 $11,361.73
Value of school property . . . .... . .. . ... .. ..... $1o,ooo.oo $30,ooo.oo
THE PHYSICIANS OF EATON.

Ministering unto all who need their services, going forth
to the poor and lowly as well as the rich, doing practical
good to poor suffering humanity, the physician is always
widely known, and if he fulfills the high office of his.
choice is universally loved, respected, and revered.
It is eminently proper that a liberal space in the chapter of Eaton history should be devoted to the physicians
who have dwelt and who now dwell within the village.
The pioneer practitioner of medicine in Eaton was
one of those good and gentle men in whom was exemplified much that goes to make up the ideal physician.
Kind, conscientious, and self-sacrificing, old Dr. Walter
Buell was regarded.in the early days of Eaton's existence
as a public benefactor. But little is known and but little
can be said of him. He was a very valuable nurse, and
therein probably lay the greater part of his success, for
like most of the medical practitioners of his time he had
not that thorough book hnowledge which is so easily attained at the present day. His advantages of education
were undoubtedly limited But if he lacked in scientific
knowledge, the deficiency was amply atoned for by his
strong common sense, his devotion to duty, and close
application to study by experience and observation. He
came to the infant settlement in z8o8, and his cabin was
one of the first built upon the town plat. Remaining in
Eaton until some time between 1826 and 1830 he was
for a score of years the "village doctor," and in those
primitive days was known throughout the thinly settled
county for miles around, often riding far beyond the

bounds of Preble county. His wife dying he married
again in Eaton, and it was not long after that event that
he removed to Indiana.
Dr. Buell was not the sole practitioner in Eaton for
more than three or four years, for about I 8 I I a Dr. Henderson, from Cambridge, Bourbon county, Kentucky,
c.ame to the village and remained until his death in
1824. He was a very eccentric man, and very violent.
If he became displeased with man or woman, it mattered
not which, he would burst into a terrible rage and give
utterance to a fusilage of the most violent curses. He
had only a very few actual friends, but just in proportion as his regard for people was narrowed, it was intense. His friendship was focused. When he did form
an attachment it was fast and for life, the most pronounced and true devotion. Notwithstanding the fact
that he was not generally liked, aimost everybody conceded that he had great ability, and was a very skilful
physician. People had confidence in him, and he enjoyed an extensive practice. He married his second
wife in Eaton, a Miss Mary Sellero;, who was also from
Kentucky.
Abont 1819 Dr. Johns came to Eaton and remained a
short time-not more than two or three years. The
next in order was a man who remained in the village all
of the rest of his life-Dr. Jesse Paramore. He was
also from Caneridge, Kentucky, and an acquaintance of
Dr. Henderson's, having read medicine under the same
preceptor, a Dr. Mitchell, of Paris, Kentucky. He died
in z857, and was a constant resident of the village up to
that time, with the exception of four years, when he
lived upon a farm near by. He was a very successful
physician, especially with fevers, which were in early
years very common in the settlement In spite of the
fact that he had an extensive practice he accumulated
only a small portion of this world's goods, as he charged
small fees even when patients were abundantly able to
pay, and none at all when they ·were in poor circumstances. He married Rachel Minor.
Dr. Daniel Egbert located in the village about 1822,
coming from Lebanon, Warren county. He remained
only a short time, securing an appoitment in the United
States navy.
Thomas A. Cunningham, born and raised in the county,
began the practice of medicine in Eaton in 1826 or
z827. He had followed his profession only a short time,
until 1832, when he was made clerk of the court. He
went to Congress soon after, and was then made deputy
paymaster of the army by James K. Polk, and sent to
Mexico. He died in 1864- Had he lived a short time
longer he would have been made paymaster general, as he
was the oldest deputy in the service. As a physician he
was characterized by great kindness, tenderness and sympathy. He was a fast friend and a good man.
Politically he was quite a power-tile leader of the Preble
county Democracy.
Dr. Mou!'lt located in Eaton in 1830, but three or four
years later removed to Hamilton, where he died a few
years ago. Drs. Nixon and Homing, partners, began
practice in ~831 and continued until the year 1835.
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- -------- ---------------------------------------The first named had practiced previously in Winchester.
One of the most prominent of the early physicians
was Pliny M. Crume, who arrived in this place about
1833 from Butler county, where he was born and raised.
He was well read in medicine and very successful in
business. He remained in town until 1863 or the following year, when he removed to Wabash county, Indiana,
where a son lived. He became professor of the Theory
and Practice of Medicine in Baker's school, of Cincinnati.
Alfred Ayers came about 1836 and remained a short
time, practicing in partnership with Dr. Paramore. He
removed to Greenville and, retiring while there from
practice, went to Butler county, where he ended his day~.
William H. H . B. Minor came to Eaton in I 835, and
commenced practice with Dr. Paramore, with whom he
had previously read in 1838. When Paramore moved
out on his farm Dr. Minor formed a partnership w1th
Dr. Crume, which was continued three years. He retired from practice in 1851, and went into the dry goods
business, which, after a short time, he abandoned for the
drug business, at which he felt more at home. In this
branch of trade he remained for many years. Dr.
Minor was born in Warren county, Ohio, October 5,
1812. He attended Drake's college in Cincinnati. His
wife, still living, and to whom he was married m I839,
was Miss Lavina C. Holaday.
Dr. Parker came in 1833, and removed to Michigan
in 1835·
David Baker, of Pennsylvania, began practice in
Eaton about 1840, having previously been located for a
short time in Alexandria. He secured a considerable
practice, and during his twelve years residence was quite
uniformly successful. He removed to Cincinnati.
Albert Huber, a young man from Pennsylvania, was a
partner of Baker's from 1842 to 1848. He moved to
Hamilton, where he is still living.
Dr. Anderson, from Indiana, practiced two or three
years in the 'forties,' and then went to Lebanon, where
he died.
J. C. Helm commenced practice in 1844 or 1845,
having read with Dr. Crume. He was for some time a
partner of the old doctor, and then practiced alone.
He finally removed to Peru, Indiana, and was succeeded by Dr. Welsh.
Dr. James B. Welsh was born in Franklin county,
Pennsylvania, July 30, 1821. When he was eight years
old his father died, and at the age of fifteen he removed
with his mother to Indiana. Soon after he obtained his
majority he commenced, in an irregular way, the study
of medicine, being at the same time engaged in school
teaching. He attended his first course of lectures in
the winter of 1848-9, at the Ohio Medical college at
Cincinnati, and subsequently practiced, but did not
graduate until the spring of 1858. He immediately
afterward located in Eatori. Dr. Welsh was united in
marriage to Miss Eva J. Garver, May 16, 1841. His
wife died February 22, 1878, and September 11, 1879,
he was married to Catharine Oaks.
Dr. P. M. Small was born in Montgomery county,
Ohio, May 5, 1834. He grew to maturity there, and

desiring to take up the study of medicine, attended the
Electic Medical college of Cincinnati, from which he
graduated in 1859. He then began practice in Eaton,
and has ever since been a resident of the town, except
while attending lectures in Cincinnati. He entered the
Miami Medical college, and graduated from it in 1872.
He was married in 1859 to Martha Austin.
Dr. A. H . Stephens, although not so long a practitioner
in Eaton as some others, has probably practiced in the
county more years than any physician now living. He
was the son of Isaac Stephens and Elizabeth McCallie,
who settled here in I 8o4. The doctor was born September 26, I8I8, and was reared in this v1llage. He
attended the Ohio .Medical college, of Cincinnati, and
graduated from that institution in 1846. Beginning
practice in Cincinnati, he remained there one year and
then removed to Iowa, where he was located for a few
months. In 1848 he moved to Camden, Preble county,
where he was in practice thirteen years, in partnership
with Dr. L. Dunham. At the expiration of that period,
in 1861, he went into the army as regimental surgeon,
being attached to the Sixth Ohio volunteer infantry, a
Cincinnati regiment, and originally known as the Guthrie
Grays. He was in the service three years, and on leaving
located in Eaton, where he has ever since resided and
been in the active pursuit of his profession.
Dr. W. F. Thomas is a native of Maine, born January
18, 1829. He began reading medicine in Boston and
fini shed in Cincinnati, where he graduated from the
Eclectic college in 1854. He practiced some eight or
nine years in Cincinnati, when he removed to Nashville,
Tennessee. He received a diploma from a medical college of the regular school in that city, and practiced
there until the breaking out of the war of the Rebellion.
In 1862 he came north and settled in Springfield, Ohio,
where he remained in practice some four years. He then
spent some time in the west, after which he came, in
I 868, to Eaton.
Dr. Thomas was married October 18,
1864, to Amanda :Hedrick, of Clarke county, Ohio.
Dr. John H. Bruce was born in Eaton, October 4,
1840. He served in the war of the Rebellion as private
in company F, Fifth Ohio cavalry, for something over
three years. Early in the year 1866 he commenced the
study of medicine under his brother, Dr. George W.
Bruce, of Winchester, Indiana, but "completed his reading
with Dr. James B. Welsh, of Eaton. He graduated
from the Ohio Medical college, Cincinnati, in the spring
of 1870, and entered upon the practice of his profession
at Camden, this county, and eighteen months afterward
removed to Eaton, where he has since been engaged m
practice.
Dr. James L. Quinn is a native of this county, having
been born in Twin township September 21, I841. He
began in the spring of I 866 the study of medicine under
Dr. Welsh, of Eaton, and in the fall of 1867 began a
course of lectures at the Miami Medical college, Cincinnati, where he graduated in March, 1869. Upon his
graduation he was appointed, after a competitive examination, resident physician of Cincinnati hospital by its
board of trustees, which position he held one year. He
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then opened an office in Cincinnati and practiced for
some eight months, when he removed to Muncie, Indiana. A few months afterwards he came to this county,
and in May, 1872, engaged in his profession at Eaton.
May 6, 187 J, Dr. Quinn was married to Elizabeth Quinn.
Dr. Alfred A. Lovett, born August 14, 1849, in Hamilton county, Ohio; commenced the study of medicine
under Dr. E. L. Hill, of Oxford, Ohio, an allopathist,
and subsequently had for his preceptor Dr. H. M. Logee,
of the same place. He graduated at the Hahnemann
Medical college, Philadelphia, havin6 previously taken a
collegiate course at Miami university, Oxford, Ohio.
After a practice of something over two years in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, he came in 1878 to Eaton. Dr.
Lovett was united in marri::tge, April 26, 188o, to Miss
Nettie, daughter of Dr. W. H. H. B. Minor, of Eaton.
Dr. Frank :.\1. Michael was born in Winchester, this
county, December 27, 1849. He began the reading of
medicine under Dr. Bruce in 1874, and at the session
of 1876 and 1877 and 1877 and 1878 was a student of
Ohio Medical college, Cincinnati. He subsequently, in
February, 1879, graduated at Bellevue Hospital Medical
college, New York city, and soon afterwards entered
upon the practice of his profession here. March I, 188o,
he was appointed physician to the infirmary, which
position he now holds.
Dr. William A. Campbell began the practice here in
the spring of I88o. He graduated at the Ohio Medical
college, Cincinnati, in March of the same year, having
read with Dr. Stevens, of this city.
EARLY AND LATE MA:SUFACTURING ENTERPRISES.

The first mechanical industrial pursuit entered upon
in Eaton was milling. William Bruce built his first gristmill in the summer of I 8o6. It was a very primitive affair, indeed, a small structure of logs, within which a pair
of stones shaped by long and patient labor from natural
boulders, did in a rough way the duty of buhrs. Nothing but corn was ground in this mill, and not very much
of that, although all that was necessary for a few years
for the supply of the settlement.
In r8Io Mr. Bruce erected his second mill, the building now standing upon Seven Mile creek, and from which
the sound of the wheels still goes forth. It is related
that when the raising took place, not a single man in the
large assemblage dared to climb up on the frame to take
up the timbers, the structure being so much higher than
those tu which they had been accustomed. Finally the
wife of Jacob Roman, the millwright, climbed to the
top, and with a bottle of whiskey in each hand, walked
entirely around the building, stepping upon the plates.
This banter and from a woman was too much, and the
men should by the example set them, were soon swarming upon the frame, and in a short time had completed
the laying of the rafters. When the building was completed, Ferguson l\fitchell won a wager of three gallons
of whiskey by standing upon his head at the extreme
end of the comb of the roof.
Not long after the building of this mill, a small distillery was established in the settlement, and there were

several other establishments set up by enterprising tradesmen; among them a tannery by Richard Leeson, but
the next manufacturing interec;ts of any importance which
claim mention, were two woollen carding establishments.
This was in the year I815. At this time an old Scotchman, commonly called "Billy" \Vatts, came to the village, and began wool carding by horse-power machinery.
His shop was located on the south side of Main street,
on what is now known as the Anderson Jones property.
About the same time 'William Bruce also started a woollen
carding and fulling mill.
By this period in the history of Eaton there were
several small manufactories, or more properly, shops in
the village, beside those of which we have written.
Among the most useful was a pottery established in r8I3,
by one Joseph Harman, a Hessian and a Tory, who had
just located in the village. This much needed institution was situated at the northwest corner of Maple and
Wadsworth streets. Harman's Tory sentiments did not
win him the kindly feeling of the people, and after a
time he left. The business of making pottery was, however, continued at the same place, by James Crockett,
after whom the lot was for many years called the Crockett
property.
John Harbison had also located in the village in I8IJ,
and was its first wagon-maker. His shop was located
where William Kline now lives, on the corner of Main
and Maple streets.
The tannery heretofore mentioned as having been established by Richard Leeson, was the first in town. He
sold out after a few years, to Judge Nesbit, of Alexandria,
and he, in I824, to Judge Curry, who run it for twenty
years.
From about I8IS until 1838 there seems to have been
but little progress in manufacturing worthy of noticebut few new enterprises. In the year last mentioned,
however, a man named Enochs began the business of
wool carding and spinning near the Presbyterian church.
Van Ausdal & Sturr started in I835, in a building on
the east bank of Seven Mile creek, a grist-mill and distillery which they carried on with fair success for five or
six years.
Eli Thompson also had a mill in the old brewery
building, south of the Main street bridge, a few years
later. This building was erected in 1848 or I849, by
Wise, Miller & Houston.
The present brewery was built by several Germans
from Dayton, among whom, and taking the leading part,
were Messrs. Fasnacht and Rau, who are now residents
of Eaton.
During the fifties there were several attempts made to
build up manufacturing interests. In I859 a foundry
was established near the depot, but the company, not
finding business very remunerative, sold out after a short
experience and removed to Cincinnati. Judge George
W. Gans was prominent in the management of this enterprise. Not long after the above mentioned business
was discontinued, Josiah Campbell and E. W. McGuire
started a plow factory in the same locality, but after
running one season, their business became so involved
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--,--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - that they were obliged to suspend operations. A hominy
planed lumber. They have the latest improved machinmill and two or three other enterprises of ephemeral exery for making sash and blinds-the same as is used in the
istence succeeded this venture, and successively passed
Lake Superior country. The building was erected by L.
away.
and J. Gable in 187o, and the business has been carried
~t remained for the Brooke Brothers, Charles F., J. C.
on by them continuously since that time.
and William and Mr. Joseph Walters, all active, enterWagon making was first carried on in Eaton in the
prising men, to inaugurate, in 187 3, a huge enterprise,
year 18i I, by John Harbison who has already been aland to begin operating a manufactory which, had it
luded to. The next wagon makers were Jacob and Wilbeen maintained to the present time, would have maliam Kline, both of whom manufactured wagons for a
terially advanced the town in wealth and business acgreat many years. William Kline came to Eaton in
tivity. The gentlemen named were the principal stock1813, and Jacob in I8I6. The former remained here
holders in the Excelsior School Seat Manufacturing
until I844, when he removed to Logansport, Indiana,
and the latter lived in Eaton until his death in I 8 75, carcompany. This company had the only heavy manufacturing business ever carried on in Eaton. They emrying on business until 1858.
ployed a capital of about seventy-five thousand dollars,
Carriage making is carried on in Eaton by three houses,
and gave work to from one hundred to one hundred and
of which John S. Orth's is the oldest. He began makfifty men. As the name of the company would imply,
ing wagons and carriages in the village in 1839, and in
its manufactures consisted of school furniture. Orders
I84o built the large shop which he at present occupies
came in very fast, and the company had all that it could
and in which he has carried on business uninterruptedly
for forty years.
do to meet them, even while employing a hundred and
fifty men. Goods were sold in all parts of the United
Henry Kister started in business early in the seventies,
States, and even shipped to South America. The sales
and Huggins & Weaver in the winter of 1876-77.
amounted to two hundred thousand dollars or three
Besides these establishments, there are the two wagon
hundred thousand dollars per year. A large foundry
making shops of Smith & Coe.
was run in connection with the manufactory, in which
There are three saw-mills in the village-John P. Acwere made the necessary castings, and in this departton's the oldest, being started thirty years ago or more.
ment alone the force of men employed was from fifty to
Bruce Vandoren's at a considerably later period and
seventy-five. The manufactory of the Excelsior School
Wheeler Frum's in 1874.
Seat company occupied several large buildings near the
Flax manufacturing was commenced in Eaton as early
as I856. Cotton & Bell began spinning and weaving the
depot, some of which have since been destroyed, and
some of which have, since the removal of the comflax fibre into ropes and sackmg, and continued in the
business for a number of years, but sold out finally to D.
pany's works, been devoted to other purposes. The
M. Morrow. He in turn sold to Foster & Morgan,· and
suspension of work in this factory, which was a great
this firm to the present owners, J. S. Gary. The spinblow to Eaton as well as the. men directly interested,
ning and weaving was abandoned in 1863, after the mill
was caused namely by the hard times which followed
had been burned, and when the business was again rethe panic, and which ruined so many other fine entersumed it was simply that which is at present carried onprises throughout the country. The company, as reorthe separation of the- fibre from the woody part of the
ganized, is stdl carrying on the business, but has its
stock.
Mr. Gary purchased the mill in I879, and since
manufactories located in Richmond, Indiana, and at
that time has had it in active operatiOn all ot the time,
CincinnatL
and shipped away very considerable quantities of fibre,
About 1864 J. L. Chambers, Dr. Welch, N. B.
which has been used elsewhere for upholstering purposes,
Stephens and Charles Larsh, established a manufactory
and the manufacture of paper, sacking, etc.
for making agricultural implements. They used the
The steam grist-mill, at present owned by Josiah Campbuilding which is now known as the Robinson planingbell, was built by Kinzie & Reynolds in 1870. They remil~ for about three years, when the company was disceived material assistance from some of the people of
solved.
Eaton, who were anxious to encourage manufacturing,
Robinson & Company are the proprietors of an extenand who foresaw that any considerable development in
sive planing-mill, which was the first manufactory of the
this line would aid in building up the town. The mill
kind in the county. It was· started in 1867. They ocproperty, although paying well upon the money invested
cupied the building on Maple street, near the railroad
in it, disappointed the hopes of those who were most santrack, which had been previously used by the company
guine. Bell & Stephens purchased the mill of its origmaking agricultural implements. Until 1876 the firm
inal owners, and Bell dying not long after, the property
consisted of J. J. Robinson and J. S. Chambers, but the
was placed under the management of an assignee, and by
latter sold out in that year, and in the year following J. J.
him fina,ly sold to Mr. Campbell in October, I 879. The
Robinson took his son into partnership, under the firm
mill has four "runs" of buhrs, does all kinds of grinding,
name of Robinson & Company.
L Gable & (;ompany are carrying on the planing- and at present has a large western patronage.
Cigar manufacturing is one of the most important inmill business on a large scale, near the railroad station,
dustries in Eaton, and gives constant employment to
and have facilities for turning out all kinds of building
about one hundred persons. Theodore Harbaugh was
material, such as doors, sash, blinds, mouldings, and

II6

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

probably the first man who made cigars in the town. He
had a little shop as early as 1845· Numerous other
individuals carried on the manufacture on a very small
scale after that, but the business never assumed magnitude which made it worthy of especial remark until J. S.
Quinn began manufacturing. His business was at first
as insignificant as that of any of his predecessors, but it
was slowly developed, until about thirty hands were employed in rolling of the fragrant weed. Mr. Quinn began manufacturing in x863, and retired in 187o. A Mr.
Klinger, who was in partnership with him toward the
last, removed to Alexandria, and there carried on the
business.
The next men who engaged in the business on a large
scale were M. F. Ayres and F. P. Filbert. They began
manufacturing in 1872, under the firm name of Ayres &
Filbert, and continued for a year or so, when they separated, and each followed cigar manufacturing alone.
They employed when together, at one period, as many as
fifty men, and now each one of them employs about
twenty-five. There is another firm at the business, which
carries on about an equally large concern-the house of
Coovert & Jones, which has been in existence since
1878. Charles W. Acton has a smaller shop. Each
one of the three larger shops has the capability of manufacturing a million and a half cigars per annum, and
this amount of production has been actually reached by
two of them at least.
Nearly all the tobacco used is of home growth. It
may be of interest to some readers to know something
of the history of this branch of agriculture in this vicinity, .and it is certainly not inappropriate to speak of it in
this connection.
The tobacco crop of Preble county now amounts to
more than a million and a half pounds every season. It
is believed that the first tobacco raised in the county
was grown in 1838 by an old German named John Gentner. He had a small quantity, perhaps an acre, and
after it had grown, he hardly knew what to do with it.
By accident, however, he secured a buyer, and realized
more money from that one acre of tobacco than from
any ten acres of his ordinary farm products. From this
time on it was raised in small quantities by other farmers,
but not systematically grown or in considerable quantity
until by J. L. Quinn, in x8so. Their general attention
was given to the production of tobacco, and the amount
put in became larger each year, until it was entitled to
rank as one of the staple crops of the county.
Mr. Quinn began buying tobacco in 1863, and was
the first who engaged regularly in the business. He
used as a store-house the old brick builqing, near the railroad station, which is now the ware-house occupied by
John Glick, as the agent of C. W. St. John, a Dayton
tobacco buyer. Mr. Quinn has never been entirely out
of the business, although he devotes but little attention
to it at present. Christopher Musselman, John Glick,
and Kingbush, the latter from Cincinnati, each handle
large quantities of Preble county leaf in this place, and
the local manufacturers also buy large quantities.

MERCANTILE

HISTORY.

The first store was opened in Eaton by Cornelius Van
Ausdal in 18o8, and it is a noteworthy fact that alone or
in partnership he conducted business in the town until
1863, a period of fifty-five years, and the greater part of
this time at one stand-that which still bears his name
and at .which his son continues the business. The pioneer store was, however, situated where the Reichel house
now stands. It was a small building, but in it was begun a business which ultimately reached huge proportions. After a short time Mr. Van Ausdal erected a
house on the ground just west of commercial row, and
now included in the county property. Here he resided
and had his store until 1824, when he erected the building on the northwest corner of Main and Preble streets,
which he occupied until his retffement, in x863. Mr.
Van Ausdal had the natural qualifications necessary to
make him a successful merchant, but it is probable that
although confident of a fair degree of success, he never
anticipated the wide popularity which he attained. His
store was not only known in early days throughout the
county of Preble, but its reputation spread through thinly
settled western Ohio and eastern Indiana, and he drew
custom to Eaton from almost as wide a field as now does
Cincinnati. Indians and whites came from great distances to purchase goods at Eaton, and the former
brought in for exchange or sale great quantities of furs,
while the latter class made the store the market for what
little surplus produce they had. It is a fact significant
as showing the importance of this pioneer trading post,
that the early merchant~ of Richmond, Indiana, procured from it the goods which they retailed Among
the Indians who were often at the store, and with whom
the proprietor was well acquainted, was the great chief
Tecumseh, his brother the Prophet, and others almost
equally famous. As the country was developed and other
stores were established at various points in southern
Ohio the trade b~came more purely local than it had
been, but Mr. Van Ausdal's reputation was too well established to allow of a dropping off in the patronage of
the people living within a convenient distance, and he
still did an immense business, and one which after the
first period of decline grew apace with the settlement of
the town and surrounding country. During a period of
five years, 1828 to 1833, Mr. Van Ausdal was interested
in1 the wholesale dry goods business in Cincinnati, and
for a portion of the time resided in New York, and did
the purchasing for both the. Cincinnati and Eaton stores.
Begea u & Lanier (Alexander C.) went into business
about J8Io, and continued for three or four years.
Job Pugh, a Quaker, had a store in Eaton at the close
of the War of 1812.
Early in the village life of Eaton, a Mr. Brown had a
small dry goods store and grocery where Oscar Van Daren
now lives.
James Butler came into the infant settlement and
opened a store which had a small share of patronage for
a few years. He left about I 818.
Dr. Walter Buell sold goods for a time corner of Beech
and Preble streets, where General Marsh afterwards lived
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-- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - About I816 or 1817, Isaac Banta kept a stock of
in the order in which their names are givt:n: Davis &
goods in a one-story house where the Reichel house now
Hawk, David Hawk, Thomas H. Russell, Benjamin
is. Henry Monfort bought the goods about 1819, and
Neal, Marsh & Lockwood, W. H. H. B. Minor & 0 .
after conducting a merchantile business for a short time ' Minor, 0. Minor alone, W. H. H. B. Minor alone, Emtook John G. Jameson in as a partner. In 1832, Levin
manuel & Marqvis, A. Epply, J. B. Epply, Hubbell,
T. McCabe bought out Jameson, and the businc:;s was
Epply & Wilson, Wilson, & Hubbell, Elijah Taylor,
carried on by Monfort & McCabe until several years
Brazier & Campbell, Daniel Lesh, Brownell & Brother,
later the firm name was changed to McCabe, Vandoren
J. Oglesby, Stephens & Company, Stephens & Brother,
& Co. McCabe sold out in 1841 to Monfort, and the
Stephens & Huston, Huston & Swihart, M. F. Stephens,
business was conducted until 1843, by Monfort & VanStephens & Scoven, Thomas Dryden, Deem & Welch, J.
doren. Mr. McCabe again wendnto business in I 84 7,
T. Deem, Deem & Brother, Deem & Hawkins, A. Coffselling groceries for one year by himself. He then took
man, A. Leedy, Coffman & Brother, J. R . McLeath,
as a partner David Graft, but bought out the interest
Deem & Lake, J. W. Cooper, Simeon Goldman, Lou
Jackson, and N. B. Stephens.
again, and, in I 849, took as a partner John L. Bruce.
They carried on the retail and wholesale business. In
The first grocery store which amounted to anything
I853 the firm became Bruce, Houk & Co., and did an
was started by a Mr. Slayback in 1827. After I84o the
extensive wholesale business. Houk died, and McCabe,
business of selling groceries became generally a separate
who had been the "Company" in the firm, sold out to
business. Prior to that time it was carried on in connecWilson & Lannis. Mr. McCabe built a warehouse in
tion with the sale of dry goods. Following Mr. SlayI852 and went into the business of buying and shipping
back the principal grocerymen have been the following:
grain, being the first in Eaton to engage in that line.
John DeGroot, Hubbell & Acton, - - Stannah, John
He shipped the first goods that were brought to Eaton
Stephens, Hubbell & Acton, John P. Acton, R. S. Cunby rail, and sold the first fresh fish in the village. His
ningham, Natha.niel Lockwood, Levin T. 1\-lcCabe, George
grain and produce business was very large, and in one
Lockwood, Charles & James Harbaugh, Campbell &
season he bought twenty-one thousand bushels of flax
Brazier, J . Longnecker & Sons, J. Bender.
seed. He continued in business ur.til I8S5·
John Alexander opened the first drug store in I832.
In 1826 or the following year, Daniel Brown came
The business has since then been carried on by the folwith a very good stock of goods from Cincinnati. He
lowing persons, down to and including those at present
had considerable ability as a business man, and became
engaged in it: Stephens & Dugans, Minor & Dugans,
popular and prominent. He finally engaged in the
lVlinor & Denney, Crume & Brookins, Brookins & Son,
pork purchasing business and carried that on as well as
Farr & Brother, J. R. Beaty, Minor & Farr, Samson H.
his general merchandise until I836 when he removed to
Hubbell, W. H. H. B. Minor, V. W. Lake & Hubbell,
Michael & Son.
Texas. Hubbell (S. H.) & Sweeney were the successors
of Brown. They sold in I839 to Vandoren & Banta,
EATON BUSINESS HO:..;SES I88o.
and they in 1843 to John M. Gray & Hubbell. The
The following is a list of the business houses of Eaton,
latter soon after moved the goods to Indiana.
properly classified and rendered of additional value by
Jacob Spacht went into business in 1826, and was
the fact that the year when each entered business is desbought out in 1832 by Levin T . McCabe.
ignated.
John Alexander was the keeper of a general store as
DRY GOODS.
early as 1 833. After conducting the business for a short
W. M. Wilson & Son (J. F.), 1 87 4·
time alone, he went in with Brower, and the firm reVan Ausdal (H. B.) & Co. (James Nelson), I8o8.
mained in activity until I842, when Mr. Alexander
J. W. Cooper, I877.
removed to Huntington, Indiana. He was auditor of
Andrew Coffman, I 864.
Huntington county for eight years prior to his death in
S. Goldman, 1877.
I86I.
CLOTHING.
John Harrington started in I 843, and Hazeltine &
C.
P.
Thurn,
I857·
Young in 1848. Neither of these stores were carried on
E. Koons, 1879.
for more than three or four years.
J.
T. Woerner, I867.
John G. Harlan went into business as a partner with
M.
Sturm, 1871.
Van Ausdal in I825 or I826, and several years later he
M.
Filbert, I839·
established a store of his own where S. H. Hubbell now
DRUGS.
is and there carried on business for several years.
Michael (F.) & Son (F. M.), 1872.
Hettie & Dix started in business in I 826 or the followJ . P. Brookins & Son (W. C. M.), I847·
ing year, where Marsh & Lockwood's building now is,
V. W. Lake, 187 1.
and remained in activity for five or six years, being quite
successful.
Nearly all of the merchants of whom mention has
been made kept general stores and all dealt in dry goods.
This branch of business during more recent years has
been conducted by the following firms and individuals

GROCERIES.

John Lander, 1867.
W. W. Jefferson, I876.
W. C. & C. W. Bruce, I877G. R. Lockwood, I 88o.
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- -- - - - - - - George Worthington built the house which, as mod]. T. Deem & Son (A.), 1879·
W. A. Cleveland & Co. (H. A. Schurtz), 1876.
ernized, is kept by Mr. McLaughlin, and known as
the Union house. This tavern which was known as "the
J . Rhea & Son (F. F.), x867.
Eidson (W. A.) & Young (1. B), x88o.
White Hall," was also kept by John C. Hawk.ins, and a
man by the name of Ross.
Longnecker (J. N.) & Sons (S. W. and J. A.), x87I.
Paul Larsh was landlord at a tavern which stood, where
J. P. Filbert, I 876.
Bonner's hardware store now is. His term of occupancy
E. H. Cook & Co. (J. A. Hubbell), I879·
was during the three years he was sheriff, dating from I 8 I 9·
S. H. Hubbell, 1876.
Dr. Buell kept a tavern on the corner of the lot where
HARDWARE.
J.
H. Foos resides, and one McMahon and George
J . C. Bonner & Brother (W. A.), 1868.
Worthington
were afterwards in the same house.
Eidson (G. H.) & DeGroot (A. B.), 1862.
Henry
Monfort,
at an early day, kept tavern where JaUnger (J. H.) & McCabe (J. A.), 1879.
cob Chambers' store is, and Samuel Larsh succeeded him.
JEWELERS.
During the early twenties John Worland and Staples
C. G. Schlenker, I 864Thompson were landlords of the house which Paul Larsh
J. Chambers, 1835.
had formerly occupied.
BOOTS A:'\D SHOES.
In I823 Alexander Mitchell had a tavern stand where
Bender's saloon now is.
F. Michael, 1874·
Thomas Morgan, in I829 or I83o, opened a tavern
J. L Lockwood, 1845·
where the Eagle house now stands, and continued to
E. P. Lockwood, 1854.
carry it on for a number of years. About the same time
J. W. Filbert, I877the Brower Brothers became the entertainers at Mitchell's
WHOJ.ESALE TOBACCO DEALERS.
old stand.
John Glick, 1878.
Staples Thompson kept a tavern for a number of years
0 . G. Kingbush & Son (G. C.), 188o.
at the east side of the court house lot, and was sucLIVERY STABLES.
ceeded by James Maxwell.
D. C. Oxer, I874·
In I832 a tavern was built where William Bloomfield's
John Benning, x88o.
store now is, and used for a number of years.
P. .Miller, I 879.
The first regular stage house was the National, which
Henry Ressler, I88o.
stood on the ground now occupied by Commercial Row.
J. S. Cox & Son (W. N.), 1875·
John De Groot was its first landlord in I833, and was
!\IJLLINERY STOR~~S.
followed by others.
A little later than the above, Gasper Potterf built a
Mrs. R. Crouse, I876.
small house for public entertainment which was kept by
Mrs. E. J. Atwood, I 87 4·
George Lease and his son, Frank, and afterwards by
Miss Kate Wolf, 1878.
- Goode who called it the National house.
FURNITURE.
The Eagle house was built in 1836-'37, by Henry
G. W. Churchill & Son (C. F.), I874·
Monfort and L. T. McCabe. Thomas Morgan was its
John Harshman, I844·
first landlord. This house which was a wooden structure,
DEALERS IN AGRICULTURAL TOOLS.
was burned, and the present brick was built on its site.
Cook (P.) & Conger (J. H.), 1879.
Monfort became the sole owner in I842, and when he
J. L. Quinn.
died in I849, the house went into the hands of Thomas
LU!IIBER AND COAL.
Auter. Jacob Winters followed him as landlord, and
then it was carried on by Winters & Shaffner, in partnerG. W. Deem, I877.
ship.
Martin M. Stephens next had possession, and then
UNDERTAKERS.
it was owned by Stephens, and John Fleming who is now
Darragh (E. E.) & Alexander (J.), I878.
the sole owner.
G. W. Churchill & Son (C. F.), I874· ·
The Reichel house in which is included the old MethGRAIN.
odist church, was put into shape as a hotel in I867, by
J. H. Musselman & Sons (C. and J. H.), I8]7.
Maurice Doty, a fine three-story front being erected to
HARNESS.
fill in the space between the front of the old church and
J. T. Deem & Son (J.), I8]7.
the street. After passing through the hands of several
Phinehart (H.) & Whitmore (M. F.), I876.
owners, the hotel was bought in 1876, by John Reichel.
A. A. Seibert, I 838.
He leased it to George P. Lockwood who carried it on
TAVER)IS.
until the spring of I88o, when Mr. Reichel himself became the landlord.
The first tavern was kept by David E. Hendricks in
BANKING.
the house which he built, the oldest one in Eaton, and
THE
OLD
STATE BANK.
now occupied by S. H. Hubbell. He opened it very
A company consisting of about one hundred and
soon after his arrival in x8o6, and continued to carry it on
twenty-five stockholders, took the initial steps toward orfor several years.
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ganizing the Preble county branch of the State bank,
April 20, 1847. The branch bank was to be located in
Eaton, which town was then in the second banking district of Ohio, and it was decided that it should have a
capital of one hundred thousand dollars, divided into
one thousand shares of one hundred dollars each. This
bank was organized under the Jaw of 1845· On July I9,
1847, seventy-eight stockholders assembled · and elected
nine directors, viz: . John Stump, John Gallaher, John
Hunt, Nathaniel Benjamin, Emmanuel L. Hoffman,
Piing M. Crume, Eli Campbell, Edward P. Wait, and
John M. Gray. The last named resigned soon after his
election, and Ellis Minshall was chosen to fill his place.
The directors elected Mr. Minshall, president, and John
M. Gray, cashier. It was decided to advertise to receive
proposals for a building to be used as a banking office,
and that course being taken, Judge William Curry came
forward with a proposition to rent his building on Baron
street for the sum of fifty dollars per year. The bank directors voted to accept th1s offer, and soon afterward
moved into the house, which is still standing, just south
of the court house, at present the residence of Josiah
Campbell. John M. Gray's office was used for a short
time prior in the Curry house. Business was commenced
September 9, 1847, and was continued at the original
stand until 1851, when the bank was located in the
building which stood upon the ground now occupied by
that on which the National bank is located, and which
was afterwards burned. J. S. Hawkins succeeded Mr.
Marshall as president, and was in turn succeeded by John
Hunt, who gave place in later years to Valentine Winter.
John M. Gray was for many years cashier of the State
bank, but was succeeded, in 1853, by H. C. Hiestand,
now president of the Preble County bank. He remained
in connection with the bank until the close of its existence and was in the National bank, its successor, until
1867.
THE FIRST NATIONAl. BANK OF EATON.

Upon July 4, 1864, a meeting was held at the office
of the State bank, for the purpose of organizing a bar.king association to carry on business under the act of
Congress, entitlea "An act to provide a national curre11cy
secured by a pledge of United States bonds, and to provide for the circulation and redemption thereof," approved June 3, 1864- The assor.:iation was the direct
successor of the State bank, and consisted of the following gentlemen: Valentine Winters and Jon a than H. Winters, of Dayton; H. C. Hiestand and Joseph A. Du Sang,
of Eaton, and David Barnet, of Camden. Valentine
Winters was elected president, H. C. Hiestand; cashier,
and David Barnet, Joseph DuSang and Jonathan Winters, directors. The bank began business with a capital
of one hundred thousand dollars. There are now over
two thousand national banks in the country, but this one
is number thirty. The directory of the bank remained
for a number of years essentially unchanged, except that
Jonathan Harshman became associated with the management In 1867, however, Charles F. Brooke, William
Brooke and John Brooke bought out the interests of
Winters, Hiestand, and Harshman, and they have since
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held the controlling interest. Under the new management there was a re-organization which made Charles F.
Brooke, president, John C. Brooke, cashier, and Joseph
A. DuSang, assistant cashier. Since then the office of
the presidency has been alternately held by Charles F.
and William Brooke. Mr. Du Sang was made cashier
soon after the re-organization. He has been connected
with the bank-State and National-since I854, a period
of twenty-six years. The present officers of the institution are: President, Charles F. Brooke ; vice-president,
G. H . Eidson; cashier, Joseph A. DuSang; directors, C.
F. Brooke, sr., C. F. Brooke, jr., John Coistman, and H.
B. Van Ausdal.
THE PREBLE COUNTY BANK

is a comparatively new concern. It came into existence
October 8, I 87 3, with a capital of one hundred thousand dollars, and being th e enterprise of men well
known in the community and throughout the county,
immediately secured a large share of patronage. Its
directory was as follows: H. C. Hiestand, president;
Andrew Hiestand, John T. Acton, William B. Tizzard,
Josiah Campbell, and Jacob H. Foos, directors. This
management has remained unchanged since the establishment of the bank. A building was erected on West
Main street for the use of the institution, by Mr. Jacob
H. Foos. Mr. Hiestand, president of the Preble county
bank, came to Eaton in I853 from Dayton to take the
cashiership of the Old State bank, and has been identified with the banking business in the place ever since,
with the exception of three years, a period after his wnhdrawal from the National bank when he was in Dayton.
The Preble County bank has no cashier, known as such.
The bookkeeper is W. H. Ortt.
POST OFFICE.

Before a post office was established at Eaton the
nearest offices were at Dayton and Hamilton. In after
years the mail was brought weekly on horseback from
these places, the first being carried by the way of I >ayton. Nearly all the mail from the eastern States came
by way of Chillicothe and Dayton, while mail from Kentucky was carried through Cincinnati and Hamilton.
The Eaton post office was established February 7•
1809, and John Ferguson was commissioned as the
first postmaster. He served a short time and was succeeded by Isaac Stephens, who remained in charge of
the office for many years, in f.1ct, until I84o. After that
time the following persons served as postmasters, in the
order named. Lazarus Miller, John J . · Campbell,
George D. Hendricks, Jacob P. Snyder, Daniel Reed,
Phineas R. Minor, John Minor, and Benjamin J. Neal,
the present incumbent of the office.
THE

FIRE

DEPARTME~T - EART.Y

ORGA:-IIZATION-THE

DISASTROl'S Fl RES OF I 8 59·

The first fire company formed in Eaton was organized
as early as February 20, I 835, to take charge of the old
fashioned hand-engine purchased by the council a short
time previous. The company,.which was known as "The
Eaton Independent Fire Engine and Hose company No.
I," consisted originally of the following members: A.
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C. Vandoren, A. Rossman, Elias Herdman, Gustavus H.
Way, Josiah Campbell, James H. Curry, E. V. Banta,
John Farlow, James Denney, Cyrus Dooley, Joseph S.
Hawkins, James Gardner, C. V. Duggins, John M.
Gray, Thomas Holmes, Levi Bonebrake, Jacob Sweeney,
Smith Bennett, Isaac Colby, and 0. Cleveland-twentyone in all. At the second meeting, held a few days
later, at the office of McNutt & Hawkins, quite an
elaborate c:onstitution was adopted and the first officers
of the company elected as follows : John M. Gray,
president; JosephS. Hawkins, vice-president ; James H.
Curry, secretary; Josiah Campbell, treasurer; Jacob
Sweeney, A. C. Vandoren, Smith Bennett, direc:tors.
The company was then regularly given municipal authority by the passage of an ordinance by the town council.
During the first few months after it came into existence
many accessions were made to the membership of the
company, among them S. H. Hubbell, J. G. Bowman,
John S. Trousdail, John Neff, R. S. Cunningham,
Samuel Stout, Alfred Stephens, James 0. Leas, David
Shaw, Francis Lease, George Waggoner, \V. S. Hubbell,
W. H . H. B. Minor, and Walter McCabe. The company held meetings regularly at the "Eaton Thespian
society's" rooms, and had frequent turnouts for the purpose of practicing with the engine. The first fire which
the company was called upon to extinguish, was that
which occurred at the Browers tavern stand, in the summer of 1836. This episode was thought to be worthy
of the following entry in the secretary's book in truly
lurid repertorial style:
"E.-\TON, OHIO, Ma}' 21, 1836.
"The Eaton Independent Fire Engine company was this day called
together about three o'clock this afternoon by the alarm of fire. The
company forthwith repaired to the engine house and with all possible
di,.patch conveyed the engine to the property now occupied by the
Messrs. Browers, as •t tavern stand on Barron street, when the fire was
found to be in the kitchen of said ta vern stand, whereupon the company under the direction of the captain proceeded with all possible
exertion and dispatch to quell the ra vagcs of the devouring clement.
\Vhen, after a few minutes of the most severe and incessant lahar, the
company were enabled to shout ",·ictory," having completely exhausted
all vestiges of fire."

For the most part, in those days, the work of the
company seems to have been in "exercising the engine,"
or exercising the apparatus and finding the same to be in
good order. There was occasional need, however, of the
services of the company at a fire. The first in which
the destruction was of considerable extent, was the fire
which occurred March I 3, I838, on the site of the Eagle
house, and which burned out the hotel of Thomas .\forgan, and the house north of it, owned and occupied by
Dr. Palmer, and a number of stables on "Black Horse
alley." This fire was of incendiary origin. The next
fire, of which there is any mention made in the records,
and of which old citizens have recollection, did not
occur until I 843. On the night of August 8th, of that
year, the stables of John DeGroot, tavern keeper, and
another owned by Francis Lease, were burned, "together
with the property therein contained, including four
horses and a cow."
In the fall of 1844 the council provided a new engine,
."The Fannie," and placed it in the possession of the

company on condition that they should increase their
membership to forty persons, and confine their by-laws
to certain requirements of the council. The conditions
were complied with and a number of new members voted
in, some of whom had been previously connected with
the company and withdrawn. Among them were Isaac
Albright, Ellis Minshall, Abram C. Vandoren, Sampson
H. Hubbell, William Rossman, R. G. D. McKemy,
James Segraves, Horatio N. Gardner, John Ware, William Steele, and John Eichelberger.
On Sunday morning, June 5, 1859, occurred the
largest and mo~t disastrous fire known up to that time in
Eaton. Twelve business houses were destroyed, and
the loss reached the sum of at least forty thousand dollars. The fire originated in the back part of Whitridge
& Quinn's drug and book store, where the store of W.
A. Eidson is now, and when discovered had made such
headway as to be beyond control. It swept westward to
the corner of Main and Baron streets, and northward on
Baron to the dwelling and clothing store of John Crouse,
where its ravages were stayed. On the east the fire destroyed all before it, as far as the present store of Longnecker. The Marsh and Lockwood building, now
known as the Stevens block, was on fire at least a dozen
times, but was saved by the exertions of a few brave,
active men, "who kept the fire at bay," says a newspaper of the time, "at the peril of their lives." At the
northern termination was another hard fought battle.
The Eagle hotel was in imminent danger, and was several times given up as lost, but bravery and self-possession saved it. The little hand engine "Water Witch,"
the first ever owned by the town of Eaton, was used
with good effect here in checking the flames.
The spread of the flames was so rapid that in less
than an hour from the time the alarm was given, the
whole mass was on fire, and the scene presented was appalling in the extreme. The streets were filled with
crowds of excited people, and the wildest terror prevailed, for no or.e knew when the destruction would
end. It was generally thought that the whole of the
business portion of town would be laid in niins. The
business houses destroyed . were those" occupied by W.
H. H. B. Minor, J . M. Hinman, E. Mikesell, B.-ookins
& Son, C. P. Thum, August A Seibert, J. L. and C. W.
Lockwood, Day & Brother, Stephens & Co., L G.
Gould, and James Chambers. On opening the safe in
the store of Whitridge & Quinn, after the fire, it was
discovered that the door had been unlocked, and the
money, including one thousand dollars belonging to the
American Express company, which had arrived the
night before, taken out. It was generally believed that
the safe robbers had fired the building to cover up the
evidence of their villainy.
Whitridge & Quinn's Joss was five thousand five hundred dollars, and the other important losses in round
numbers as follows: Dr. Minor, grocer, three thousand
dollars ; L. G. Gould, grocer, eight hundred dollars; J.
L. and C. W. Lockwood, boot and shoe dealers, two
thousand dollars; W. C. Cleveland, two thousand dollars; Stephens & Co., merchants, loss on building two
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thousand dollars, loss on goods two thous::nd five hundred dollars, other loss five hundred dollars; J. Chambers, jeweler, four thousand dollars; C. A. Seibert, har
ness maker, two thousand five hundred dollars; J. M.
Hinman, jeweler, one hundred dollars; J. Sampson,
one thousand dollars; Brookins, three thousand five
hundred dollars; A. V. Auter, one thousand dollars.
Some of the above amounts stand only for the loss on
buildings, and some only on stock. There were several other losses, among those sustaining them being
C. P. Thurn, E. Mikesell, Day & Brother, and Mrs. Hogarth.
"
One month after this fire, on the night of July 4, I854,
another occurred which caused considerable damage. It
was discovered about ten o'clock in the evening in the
rear of a two-story building owned by Daniel Stetler, and
in the back part of ~me of the rooms occupied by J uhn
Spatz as a bakery. The fire rapidly extended east, destroying the whole of the Stetler property, and soon
igniting the west portion of the National hotel. This
building was soon almost completely destroyed. The
town hall was soon fired and that too was a total loss.
It was a three-story building, the lower floor of which
was used for township and corporation purposes, the
second occupied by a public hall, and the third, erected
by the 1\fasonic fraternity, used by them as a lodge room.
The Stetler property consisted of a row of two-story frames
and was occupied by five business houses, viz: John A.
Herlich, Comford & King, Samuel H. Smith, Samuel McClain, and John F. Spatz. The owner of the National hotel, J. H. McWhinney, and the occupant, Warren W. Jefferson, were also material sufferers. The total loss by this
fire was about ten thousand dollars. The buildings
destroyed were situated along the south side of Main
street, east of the court house.
The first hand engine owned in Eaton was the "Water
Witch," a quaint looking little machine which is still
retained by the corporation, though of course not used·
It was superceded by "The Fame," afterwards known as
"The Torrent" and now ca1Jed the "Red Rover." With
these two engines much valuable property was saved,
prior to the purchase of a steamer.
In 187 2, the council bought of C. Ahrens, of Cincinnati, one of the finest steam engines to be found in
the country, and since then no town of its size has been
better prepared than Eaton, to combat and quell a conflagration. The new fire company, organized to take
charge of the steamer, was originally office red as follows :
captain, R. Y. Laniers; captain of hose, R. Reynolds;
captain of hook and ladder, D. Clear ; fireman of steamer,
M. Hambridge; pipemen, J . Hubbe11, James Ortt, G.
Longnecker, F. Rork; secretary, J. Butler; treasurer,
M. J. Kelly. The present officers are : chief, William
~lcCabe ; assistant c:hief, James Ortt; captain of hose,
William Stephens ; captain of hook and ladder, James
McCabe ; foreraan of salvage company, J. R. Cook;
engineer, L. H. Zeek ; pipemen, A. Black, D. Koontz,
George Boner, M. ~lear; secretary, Frank Homan;
treasurer, Isaac Young.
The following are some of the
t6
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INCIDE:-ITS OF' THE HARRISON CAMPAIGN IN EATON.

"There never has been, and never will be, another
campaign like that-never!" Such were the words of
one of Eaton's "old stagers," who, in I 84o, shouted for
"Tippecanoe and Tyler, too." All who can recall to memory the exciting time of Harrison's canvass for the Presidency, dwell upon it with a peculiar fondness, and there
sounds in the voices of old men (who were Whigs), recounting its scenes, some reverberation of their forty
years old enthusiasm. It was a campaign worthy of remembrance by the victorious Whigs, and had the distinguishing elements of a wild western flavor, and a fervor
that was wonderful in its intensity and earnestness. It
was the first Presidential struggle in which the western
people had taken a vital and absorbing interest, and there
was a warm sympathy of feeling and a spontaneity of action which was surprising in its results even to the sanguine Whigs, and crushing to their opponents. The
whole country was alive with enthusiasm and wild with
excitement. Thomas Corwin's name appeared at the
head of the State ticket and added much to the strength
of the Whigs' canvass in Ohio. Immense mass meetings
were held in all of the towns and villages of any impor.
tance in the State, and hundreds of speakers "took the
stump" literally, as they could in those days, and championed their leaders. Many peculiar expedients were re_
sorted to for the purpose of expres<;ing and arousing feeling, and some of the most conspicuous and unique were
the methods used to keep before the minds of the people
their candidate's success as a soldier and his services as a
pioneer. Hence the canoes and log cabins which figured
in all public demonstrations and which everywhere appeared as emblems of the ideas which formed the foundation of Harrison's popularity.
In Eaton was built a "Harrison Jog cabin," at the corner of Main and Barron streets, where the store of C.
W. & W. C. Bruce now is. Among a number of relics
presented by Mr. Chambers is the original hand-bill advertising the raising. It reads 1•erbatim as follows:
"LOG CABIN RAISING.

"In accordance with a resolution of a public meeting of the \Vhig .
citizens of the different townships in the county of Preble, there will be
a log cabin raised in Eaton, Saturday, the sixteenth inst. Dimensions
of the cabin, twenty by twenty-four feet-eight feet story-timber to
consist of buckeye.
"This is. therefore, to invite all the Harrison Democrats in the
counties of Preble, Butler, and Darke, to attend the • Tippecanoe Raising' on Saturday next, at nine o'clock A. M., at Eaton.
"LE\'IS T . McCABE,
"RoHERT THoMPsoN,

"\\'ILLIAM TAI.BI-:RT,
"SAMUEl. CAMPBF.I.I.,

"GEORGF. \VAGGOSF.R,
"DA\"JD GROFT,

"ISAAC ALBRIGIIT,

" Log Cabin Committee.
"N. B.-!\'orth Bend refreshments, ·to-wit: 'Hard cider' will he
ptovided for the occasion, and we promise all who may $'h·e usn lift
that they shall oot find the barrel beyond their reach or the vent plug
driven in.
"l\hy r3, r84o."

Only two of the committee whose names are affixed to
the above advertisement are now living, viz.: Levin T.
:McCabe and George Waggoner, both residents of Eaton.
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The "raising" took place in conformance with the announcement, and quite a large crowd was in attendance.
The logs had all been collected and prepared previous to
the Saturday appointed as the day for putting them together, and as the labor was divided among many willing
workers, it occcupied but a short time. The logs were
all of buckeye timber, and the cabin was clothed with
green all the summer, twigs starting out and unfolding
leaves on every log.
In the latter part of May the Congressional convention for t)1e district composed of Preble, Butler, and
Darke counties, was held at this cabin, or rather in front
of it. A great crowd congregated and the utmost enthusiasm prevailed. The streets in each direction from
the corner of Main and Barron were thronged with people, and an immense demonstration of public feeling
was made. Mass meetings were held by the people of
the three counties, and each chose delegates to represent
them in making nominations. The persons thus chosen
assembled late in the day, and held a convention which
resulted in the naming of Lewis Campbell and John M.
Millikin, both of Butler county, respectively for Congress and the State senate. Dr. James Paramore was
president of the convention and T. J. Larsh secretary.
As the convention had been the occasion of a great political meeting, nearly all of the farmers of Preble county
who were of the Whig party came into town. A procession was formed which reached from the court house
southward to Mr. Bruce's house. In various localities
the people had clubbed together and came into town
with six and four horse teams, bringing huge canoes and
even log cabins on wagons. Major Joseph Smith, and
the Longneckers-Eli and William-with some of their
friends from the vicinity of Sugar valley, had a log cabin
of good size mounted on wheels and adorned with bunting, forest tree boughs and appropriate devices, while
John Woods, who had been in Congress at that time,
and who was afterwards State auditor, came into town in
a canoe mounted on wagon wheels, and it is remembered
received a fall which cut short temporarily his somewhat
impassioned speech-making. From Camden a ball
twelve or fifteen feet in diameter was rolled along the
road to town and received with a great deal of applause.
The expression "keep the ball rolling" was then in
vogue and was one of the slogans of the Whigs. George
D. Hendricks was at that time living in Camden and was
one of those who had started and kept the ball rolling.
The Pottengers and Bennetts were also interested in this
novel illustration of Whig activity. The mass meeting
on the day of the convention was one of unbounded
enthusiasm, and even a hard rain was not sufficient to
put a damper on the ardor of the speakers or audience.
All through the season the excitement was unabated.
On Saturday, the eighth of September, General Harrison
spoke in Eaton to an immense audience, and with great
effectiveness. He remained in town over Sunday, receiving an ovation from the citizens, and on Monday
proceeded on his way to Greenville, there to attend a
great meeting held in his honor. The day, September
1oth, was the anniversary of his treaty with the Indians

at Greenville, at the close of the \Var of r 812, and the
gathering was a celebration of that event, as well as a
tribute to the hero. General Harrison was accompanied
upon his journey by hundreds of people fron1 Eaton and
the surrounding country. The road was filled for three
miles with carriages and horsemen. A detachment of
men rode ahead of the general, at some distance, and
made a business of burning the effigies, clothed in red
flannel petticoats, which had been set up in derision of
the hero of Tippecanoe by individuals of the opposing
party. Smith Bennett was the leader of this detachment,
and took peculiar delight in pulling down and firing the
straw-stuffed "paddys." The asperities of the Harrison
campaign are softened now by the passing of two-score
years. Looking back upon the excitements, and even
upon the unpleasant episodes of the contest, the few who
can remember them bear no ill-feeling toward those who
were then opponents, and so in treating of the "log cabin
and hard cider ca~1paign," it scarcely seems as if we were
treading upon political ground, and we chronicle these
episodes and the result locally, simply as items of history
in which all have an interest. In the fall, Preble county
gave a majority of seven or eight hundred for the "TipTy-Tom" ticket. The same election which made Thomas
Corwin, governor of Ohio, Campbell, member of Congress,
Millikin, State senator, and Joseph F. Hawkins, of Eaton,
member of the legislature, it may be interesting to know,
brought into office the following Whigs on the county
ticket, viz.: Hiram Jones, county auditor; Gemge D.
Hendricks, sheriff; Jacob F. Miller, commissioner; Henry
M. Eidson, assessor ; and Jonas Albright, coroner.
THE CHOLERA SEASON 0.'

1849.

Eaton has been twice visited by that terrible scourge,
the Asiatic cholera. The most fatal season was that of
1849. In 1854 the disease was prevalent, but the mortality list was not so appalling as it had been in the year
previously mentioned. In 1832, which was a cholera
year, it did not make its appearance in the village at alL
The epidemic came into Eaton and neighboring villages
from the west, having originated, or at least first become
prevalent to an alarming degree in Boston, Indiana.
Making its appearance about the first of July, the dread
disease had, by the close of August, almost literally decimated the population. A reign of terror ensued,
which, happily, has never had a parallel in the history of
the town. Many were panic-stricken and left town,
some only to fall victims to the disease elsewhere.
Scarcely enough people of sound health were left to
care for the sick and bury the dead. People living in
the country dared not visit the village; mail matter accumulated to a great bulk at the post office, and business
was almost entirely suspended. At one time there was
but one store open in the town, that of L. T. McCabe.
Those who remained in town and did not contract the
cholera, were constantly busied in n.ursing those who
were sick, and many acts of heroism were performed by
them. They seemed either to become perfectly reckless
of danger or to be borne up by 'a sense of duty which
prevailed over their fears. When the epidemic was at
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its height, the sexton at Mound cemetery could not dig
graves fast enough, and was assisted by citizens. Cornelius Van Ausdal dug several, and other residents assisted. The physicians stood firmly at their post and
labored incessantly, their efforts being seconded by several clergymen. The most determined efforts, however,
could not stay the progress or the fatality of the cholera.
There were deaths daily, on some days two or three,
and from that number up to five, six, seven, and even
nine. The whole town was shrouded in gloom. Almost
every family lost immediate members or near kindred.
No..one knew how long the ravages of the cholera would
last or how sweeping would be its mortality. There
were nearly a hundred deaths in Eaton, within less than
two month's time, and many more in the country adjacent. This numf>er was very nearly one tenth of the
entire population of the town at that time.
Following is a list of the persons who died in Eaton
during those terrible two months, July and August, 1849,
together with their ages. It appeared in a newspaper of
the period:
July 9th, John Ulery, five years; July roth, Mary
Bruigman, three years; July I I th, Lavina Belts, twentyfive years; July 14th, Phil. Mohan, twenty-eight years;
July 14th, William Black, sixty-four years; July 15th,
Phil Emerick, twenty-five years; July qth, A. Granger,
fifty-four years; July 19th, Mrs. Bruigman, twenty-six
years; July 19th, A Mitchell, sixty-six years; July 2oth,
Mr. Maas, forty-five years; July 2oth, - - Rogers, four
years; July 2oth, Thomas Rogers, forty years; July 2 rst,
William Crouse, twenty-one years; July 21st, James
Brooks, twenty-one years; July 21st, James Brown, thirty-three years; July 21st, Henry Revel, twenty-one years;
July 22d, Jac. Detimore, sixty-four years; July 22d,
David Cramer, twenty-four years; July 22d, Lina Mitchell, twenty-three years; July 22d, Levi Fleming, fortyeight years; July 22d, Thomas Fleming, twelve years;
July 23d, Thomas Holmes, forty-one years; July 2Jd,
George Bates, eighteen years; July 2Jd, Isaac Eigman,
twenty-two years; July 2Jd, Sarah Mikesell, sixteen
years; July 2Jd, Ed. H. Monfort, sixty-eight years; July
23d, Louisa V. Mitchell, ten years; July 23d, Margaret
Kline, twenty-two years; July 24th, Mrs. Monfort, fiftythree years; !uly 24th, Celia Mitchell, thirty-one years;
July 24th, Sev. Rogers, thirty-six years; July 25th, Ann
Nation, thirty-five years; July 25th, Mrs. Holmes, thirtysix years; July 25th, Abram Auter, seventy-one years;
July 25th, Miss Wilson, twelve years; July 25th, John
Acton, sixty-seven years; July 27th, J. D. Steele, twenty
years; July 27th, Miss C. Baker, thirteen years; July
28th, G. N. Kilbourn, forty years; July 28th, Isabella
Kelley, twenty-two years; July 28th, Miss Auten, seventy-five years; July 28th, S. B. Miller, thirty years; July
28th, Lark Hoffman, forty-five years; July 28th, Mrs.
M. Baker, sixty-seven years; July 28th, Sarah Baker,
three years; July 28th, Ann E. Stephens, sixteen years;
July 28th, I~ Detimore, five years; July 29th, N. Baker,
seventy-four years; July 29th, Mrs. Patton, thirty-six
years; July 29th, Joseph Acton, fifty-nine years; July
29th, Mrs. Detimore, sixty-three years; July 29th, Mrs.
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l\L Marsh, thirty-three years; July Joth, Mrs. G. Nation,
one h~ndred years; July Joth, Dr. P. Hayward, eighty
years; July Joth, Mrs. M. Baker, thirty-eight years; July
JO, John Cox, nine years; July Jist, Sarah Johnson,
three years; July Jist, V. Mitchell, infant; July JISt,
Charles McCabe, four years; July JISt, Charles M.
Mitchell three years; August 1st, John Keller, twentyeight years; August rsi, John Steele, forty-nine years;
August 2d, Margaret Monfort, twenty-two years; August
2, - - infant; August 4th, C. W. Kelley, one year; August 5th, Hettie Cottingham, sixteen years; August 5th,
P. M. Nation, four years; August 6th, F. A Carr, three
years; August 8th, Mary Nat ion; August 8th, William
Killkenny, twenty-five years; August 8th, Susan Kail,
fifteen years; August 1oth, Robert Stanton, forty years;
August 1oth, John Wilson, five years; August I rth,
james Killkenny, seventy-one years; August 12th, Mrs.
S. Eichelberger, thirty-six years; August 12th, Margaret
Wheeler, eighteen years; August 12th, George Miller,
fifty-five years; August 1Jlh, J. Eichelberger, forty-five
years; August 1Jth, Eliza Hubbard, three years; August
14th, William Staggs, twenty-seven years; August 14th,
Lavina Thompson, twenty-three years; August 14th
B. F. Boardman, twenty-eight years; August 14th, Mrs.
Baurgelt, thirty years; August 14th, Oliver Hubbard,
five years; August 16th, Mary Hawkins, seven years;
August qth, Alfred Nation, six years; August 18th,
Mrs. Switzer, thirty-three years; August 18th, T. A.
Monosmith, five years; August 2oth, Martha Wilhelm,
fifteen years·; August 2Jd, Andrew Mikesell, forty years;
August 2Jd, John Hubbard, seven years.
This list includes ninety-one names. Besides these
enumerated, there died in the immediate vicinity of
Eaton enough more to make the number fully one
hundred. Among them were Mrs. Malchariot Ammerman, John Ammerman, Mr. Myers, David Williams,
Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Christman, Mrs. Slagle, and James
Ryan.
Soon after the close of the cholera season the Rev.
Daniel Winder published an article in The New Leaf, a
small paper then printed in Eaton, which conveys a good
idea of the feeling that was prevalent in the community.
We make the following extract:
"On the last day of July eighty-four houses were vacant in Eaton;
we had then but five hundred and seventy-four citizens left, out of a
population of one thousand two hundred. The stret:t on which I live
(Somers) has twenty-seven houses; twenty-four of them were vacated.
or the above list (mortuary) twenty-seven Jived within speaking distance of my door. I have eleven in family, yet notwithstanding the
appalling mortality in our immediate vicinity, through the merciful
providence of God, we all escaped."
"I am inclined to bcJie,·e that the comparative extent of our suffering is not fully appreciated by our neighboring cities and towns. It
will be seen that on the twenty-eighth of July we had ten deaths when
our population was certainly Jess than seven hundred. If seven hundred Jose ten, what would be an equal loss at the same ratio or
proportion, of one hundred thousand? Answer, one thousand
four hundred and twenty-eight. =--ow imagine, reader, if you can,
what the sensation would ha,·e been in the city of Cincinnati had her
citizens been called upon to witness the sudden death of one thousand
four hundred and twenty-eight of her citizens in a day."
'• In calmly reviewing the scenes through which we ha\·e just passl-d,
and calling to mind the melancholy incidents we were compelled to
witness, one is fo rced to acknowledge the imbecility of human nature.
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- -- -- -- - - - - - - Never was man more effcctu:~.lly taught his dependence upon God, and
also upon his fellow mortals, than were the people of Eaton. Amri~e
and worldly speculations were lost 'ight of; long cherished animosities
were forgotten and buried; aristocratic, political, and religious <.lc,tinctions all vanished in common 'trugglc for existence; moral courage,
philanthropy, fraternal affection, and dcl'otion were then, as they
should always he, th" appreciated and l'aln!'d \'irtues ...

Jacol> ~rnith, rough masonry....... .. .. . . . ..
. ......... $ 588
Boo
Kuhn & Brannan, cut stone work . .... . . ... . ...... .. . . .. .
Jacob Nation, furnishing brick ... . ............ . .... . .... . 2,727
Christian Cuppy, 1wrformcd brick-laying for . . . . . .... .. ..... 2. r36
Kuglc & Kittridgc, of O;tytun, the iron and stone work for .. 2,728
~1orton

& ~nurse, carpentering- and plastering . . ..... . ...... 7,o82

Cook & Fulkerson, putting up lightning rods... . ....... . ...
T. H . Shcuffcr, of !lamiltun, painting.....
. . .. . . . . . . . .
T. H. Sheuffer, of Hamilton, gilding...... . . ...... . ... . .. .

72
450
25
150

oo
oo
oo
oo

oo

so
oo
oo
oo

Among those who were active in caring for the sick
()()
A . Zellars, pletstering engine room.. . . . . . . . . . . ........ . .. .
and burying the dead were thirteen young men who had
2<)0 ()()
J. f'to\·cr. archit..·ct. . . . . . . . .
. .... . . . .... .
a kind of an organization, and devoted almost their enPaid for chairs. . . . .
. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . .
448 ()()
Sto\'cs nnd fixtures.. . ..... . ......... . . .. . ... . .... ... ... .
115 00
tire time to the cause of humanity. Their names were
IC)O 00
Chandeliers and lamps.. .
. . . . . . . .. .. .... . . . .. .. .
Thomas :Morton, Andrew Mikesell, John Walker, Gide2 , 500
Extr;ts ....
on McNutt, Franklin Nation, J. B. Miles, Ellis Minshall,
The size of the building is forty-two by ninety feet,
George Hendricks, Squire Morton, John Minshall, Jaheight to top of tower, eighty-four feet. It contains a
cob Mikesell, Daniel Walker and Thomas Auter.
pul.Jiic hall forty by seventy feet, with a stage twenty by
It is a notable fact of this number, all of them exposed to the disease, and defying it every day of that terri- forty; a council chamber, thirteen by forty; room for
ble season of death, oniy one became a victim to the• township purposes, fifteen by thirty; an engine room,
thirty-five by forty; prison, twenty by twenty; marshal's
cholera. That one was Andrew Mikesell.
He died
office, ten by twenty, and several other apartments; the
August 23rd, literally giving up his life for others. He
whole being very conveniently arranged and well furwas an unmarried man, aged forty years.
nished.
INCORPORATION.
The town hall was dedicated January 11, ·187o, more
than six hundred persons being present. Upon the
But little can be given in regard to the history of Eastage sat Al.Jner Haines, esq., the president of the day;
ton as an incorporated town, for the earliest and most inDr. John P. Brookins and William B. Tizzard, viceteresting records were all destroyed in the "Commercial
presidents;
Mayor Jacob H. Foos, clerk; J. M. Brown
Row" fire of 1859. Eaton came into being, municipally,
and
the
members
of the council, H. B. Van Ausdal, G.
in I 836, the act incorporating it being passed by the
W.
A.
Swihart, C. P. Thurn, Thomas Fulton
H
.
Eidson,
legislature January 31st. Dr. Jesse Paramore is known
and
M.
F.
Stephens.
The Eaton cornet band was also
to have been the first Mayor. The succession of chief
present,
and
a
large
choir,
selected from those of the
municipal officials, as given by an old citizen from memseveral
churches.
ory, is as follows: John Acton, Jesse B. Stevens, Daniel
The members of the building committee, 1\lessrs.
Walker, Solomon Banta, Jesse B. Stephens, John BallenFoos,
Van Ausdal and Eidson, stepped forward to the
tine, Daniel Walker, Benjamin Hubbard, Robert Miller,
central
pa1t of the stage, and Mr. Foos, on their behalf,
William Kline, Jacob Foos, Benjamin Hubbard, Jacob
made
a
brief speech and handed over the keys of the
Foos, J. E. Freeman, John R. Stephens, J. E. Freeman,
building
to the president. Mr. Haines made an address
' L. C. Abbott, M. L. Holt, (appointed) John King and
in response, and Dr. J. W. Scott, of Indianapolis, made
William Neal, the present incumbent.
a few remarks, after which Mayor Foos delivered the
THE TOWN HALL.
dedicatory oration. The exercises concluded with music,
The first mention that we find of the project of building and prayer by the Rev. J . D. L'luer.
(X)

a town hall, is under date of May 25, 1869. The council decided at that time to erect such a building, and, in
accordance with that resolution, contracts were made, and
on the thirteenth of September, 1869, the council "broke
ground" for the sub-structure, on the southwestern corner
of Barron and Somers street.
Five series of bonds were issued on the fifteenth of
November following, numbering in all one hundred and
ten, one hundred dollars each, the first falling due in August, 187 1. On the ninth of June, 187o, additional
bonds were issued to the amount of four thousand dollars,
subject to the same regulations.
April 28, 1870, the iormalities of laying the cornerstone were appropriately observed, and on that occasion
the late Captain Jesse B. Stevens delivered an interesting
historical address.
The total cost of the building, with furnishings, was
about twenty-one thousand five hundred dollars. The
work was performed by the following persons, at the cost
specified:

ORGA:'\IZATIONS-LIVI:'\G A:'\D

DEFC~CT.

MASO:>IJC FRATERNITY.*

In the month of August A. D. 1826, a dispensation
was granted by R. W. Richard Collins, d::puty grand
master of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, for the establishment
of a Masonic lodge in Eaton, to be called Bolivar Lodge
No. ·82. The following are the names of the petitioners
for said lodge, viz.: John M. Gray, Joseph C. Hawkins,
David F. Heaton, Nathaniel Benjamin, Alexander
Mehaffy, Ernestus Putnam, \\'illiam Edgar, Eastin l\lorris. At the succeeding meeting of the grand lodge, a
charter was granted to these petitioners, etc.
The first meeting held under the dispensation, was on
the nineteenth day of Augu.>t, 1826, at which meeting
the following named persons, Master l\Iasons, were present: John M. Gray, worthy master; Joseph C. Hawkins, senior warden; David F. Heaton, junior warden;
David l\Jorris, secretary pro tem.; Alexander l\'lchaffy,
* By Thomas J.

Larsh, esq,
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treasurer pru ltm.; Baltzer Snyder, senior deacon; William Edger, junior deacon, Nathaniel Benjamin, tyler;
Paul Larsh, James llolens, visitors. Two of the parties
named-Eastin and David Morris --lived in Granville,
Ernestus Putnam in New :Madison, William Edger on a
farm in Darke county, a lew miles south of Greenville,
and Baltzer Snyder and James Bolens at LewisLurgh.
At the second meeting of the lodge, on the fifth day of
September, 1826, the following named visiting brethren
were present, viz.: Thomas R. Ross, Thomas Corwin,
William .1\l. Smith, George B. Holt, Paul Larsh, Dennis
Kelly, James Bolens. At this meeting Thomas Corwin
served as secretary pru /em. Of all these worthies only
Kathaniel Benjamin yet survives, who is enjoying an
honored and somewhat vigorous old age at his home, in
West Alexandria, and who has the distinguished honor
of being a member of the grand lodge of Ohio for a
longer time than any other ~Jason, dead or alive.
At this second meeting of the lodge, the following
named persons presented petitions for admission into the
order, viz.: First, Asa W. Meloy; second, John M. U.
McNutt; third, Jesse B. Stephens; fourth, Frederick
Eltzroth. Also, James Bolens, Dennis Kelly, and Paul
Larsh, Master Masons, presented petitions for member·
ship. These petitions were all favorably reported on,
and the candidates c lected.
Lazarus Miller, John P. Wilson, Henry Bean, Lewis
Evans, Isaac Stephens, Peter Van Ausdal, James H.
Buel, Jacob Eltzroth, Judson Jaqua, John Saylor, Benjamin Edwards, William Campell, Jesse Paramore, were
the succeeding petitioners for admission, in the order
here named, previous to the installation of the officers of
the lodge first elected under its charter, which event occurred on the twelfth day of l\Iay, 1827.
On that day the lodge met, about all the members
present with many visiting brethren from Dayton, Germantown, Lebanon, and Hamilton. The following entry
is copied from the lodge journal, viz.:
"TI1e R. W. George Kbling, of Lebanon, Ohio, appeared and presenteJ the following commission, to-wit: • I the undersigned deputy
grand master of the :\!. \\'. Grand Lodge of the State of Ohio, do
hereby, ordain , constitute, and appoint our worthy and well bcloYed
brother, George Kisling, whom I hereby certify to be a regular Royal
Arch :\lason, to install tht! oflicers of BoliYar Lodge, ::\'o. 82, in the town
of Eaton. State of Ohio. Gi,·en under my hand and seal, this tenth
day of ;\lay, A uno Luci;, 5827.
THOMAS CORWIN,

D. G. i\1. 0 . G. L.
"\\'hereupon a procession was formed which moved to the public
meeting house. where the hereinafter named officers were, by R . \\'.
George Kisling, proxy for the D. G . :\I. of Ohio, acting as, and in the
name of, the Grand Lodge of Ohio, installed in form, viz. : John :\1.
Gra)·, worshipful master; J oscph C. Hawkins, senior warden; l.azarus
~liUer, junior warden; Jesse B. Stephens, secretary; Peter \'an Ausda l,
treasurer; Asa \V. ~leloy, senior deacon; John P. \Vilson, junior deacon; Frederick Eltzroth. tyler. The procession moved from thence to
their lodge room again, where the lodge was closed in harmony."

Of all the persons thus far named in connection with
the history of Bolivar lodge, only two are now aliveNathaniel Benjamin and Judson Jaqua.
The room first occupied by the Masonic fraternity, as
~OTE- This ~lr. George K isling was the brother of Henry Kisling.
one of the pioneer settlers of Washington township, about fi,·e miles
north of Eaton. and who died there only a few years since .

1

a lodge room, was one of the upper rooms of the old
court house. An arrangement was made with the board
of county commissioners, by which the lodge was to furnish and fit up the room with suitable furniture, and
keep the same in good repair, and said room to be used
as the grand jury room, and by the l•xlge. This arrangement was continued satisfactorily to both parties, until
the old court house was torn down, in 1848, to make
room for the new one. Before that event occurred, the
lodge had made a contract with Mr. Cornelius Van Ausdal, who was about to erect a new three story brick building on Main street (the one now standing west from the
store-room), to prepare a suitable lodge room in the
seconu story thereof, on a ten years' lease, at a stipulated
annual rent. This room was not quite ready for occupancy when the old court house was taken down, and so
the lodge met some two or three times in one of the old
puiJlic offices that then stood upon the public square.
About the first of December, 1848, the lodge removed to
the new quarters.
About the beginning of the year 1853, the town council having made arrangements for the erection of an en··
gine house, council room, trustees' office, and city hall,
on the court house square, the Masonic fraternity determined to add a third story to said building for use as a
lodge room. A Luilding committee was appointed, subscriptions taken up, and contracts entered into at once,
and the building completed and occupied in December
of the same year. It was solemnly dedicated on the
twenty-fourth day of June, 1854, by R. W. Jacob Graaf,
D. G. 1\1., in pr.:sence of a very large concourse of
members of the order and other citizens.
The following are the names of the building committee on the part of the Bolivar lodge, acting in conjunction with a similar committee on the part of the chapter,
that so successfully carried out the project of erecting a
lodge room, viz: E. L. Huffman, Walter P. McCabe,
and John Horton.
The officers of the lodge during the year when the
said enterprise was undertaken and completed, were as
follows:
W. Master, Thomas J. Larsh, S. Warden, Warren M.
Campbell, J. Warden, Warren W. jefferson. John P.
Brookins, secretary; Jesse B. Stephens, treasurer; Elias
Weiss, senior deacon; James McCabe, junior deacon;
Thomas J\.Iorgan, tyler.
The followinl:( committee had charge of the arrangements preparatory to the dedication of the lodge, on the
twenty-fourth day of June, 1854, viz: Warren 1\1. Campbell, Jacob Chambers, George W. Thompson, and B. F.
Larsh.
The officers of the lodge at the time of the dedication
were as follows:
Thomas J. Larsh, W. 1\I.; George W. Thompson,
S. W.; W. W. Jefferson, J. W. ; W. l\1. Campbell, secretary; Walter P. McCabe, treasurer; Jacob P. Snyder,
S. D.; John V. Campbell, J. D.; Joseph l\f. Campbell,
tyler.
The fraternity enjoyed the occupancy of the hall, so
satisfactorily obtained, and dedicated under such happy
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t~e - b-:il_d_ I. n a-,··~s~
- d Cl1apter
- - of Ohio, for the opening of a chapter in
'" i G
.ran
destroyed by fire on the night of July 4, 1829, together
Eaton, and in June, I 836, a charter was issued for the
with several frame buildin.~s, including the old ~ational
same, by the Grand Chapter.
hotel, which formerly stood on the ground now occupied
A chapter was instituted with the above name, under
by "Commercial Row." This was one of the most ' this authority, and has continued to work up to the presdisastrous fires that e\·er occurred in E:lton, and was a
ent time. Its membership is made up from the Masonic
very heavy blow upon the prosperity of Uolivar lodge.
lodges at \\'est Alexandria, Lewisburgh, New Paris and
There was no insurance upon the building, but all the
Camden, as well as from the home lodge.
furniture, books, and records, were saved.
INllEI'ENl>ENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS.*
Subsequent to this disaster, the Odd Fellows lodne
Eaton Lodge, No. 30, was instituted on the twentykindly loaned the fraternity the privilege of meeting in
third
day of May, 1844, by the Most Worshipful Grand
its hall until more permanent arrangements could be efMaster Horatio N. Clark, with the following charter
fected. There being at that time no room in town
suitable for a lodge hall, a contract was concluded with ' members: John V. Campbell, (;eorge W. Edgerly,
Richard Y. Lanius, Amos\\'. Yoast, and James W. Murthe Odd Fellows for the usc of their hall indefinitely, at
ray. The following officers were elected and installed:
a rent of fifty dollars per annum.
John V. Campbell, N. G.; Amos W. Yoast, V. G.;
This arrangcment continued for about two years,
Richard Y. Lanius, secretary; James W. Murray, treaswhen a lease for the term of ten years was taken on the
urer. The following named were admitted as members
third story of Eithon & Brothers' building, opposite the
by initiation, the same evening: Theodore Harbaugh,
court house, on ~lain street. This last named room
Michael Filbert, James Albert, Bryant G. Garty, Andrew
was occupied as a lodge until the year 1879, when a
Mikesell, and Alfred Denny. There is no record of the
lease for ten years was procured upon the room now ocappointed
officers for the term. At the time of the incupied, viz: the east room on the third floor of the
stitution
of
the lodge it held its meetings in the second
Stephens block.
story
of
a
building
then owned by Josiah Campbell, on
. It may not be improper here to say that Bolivar lodge
Barron
street,
immediately
west of the court house, and
was chartered and installed just at the commencement
continued
to
usc
the
same
hall until September, 1848,
of the anti-Masonic excitement, which originated soon
when
the
lodge
moved
to
the
building owned by Corneafter the publication of l\'forgan's book of pretended
lius
VanAusdal,
on
the
north
side
of Main street, west of
revelations of the "secrets of !Vlasonry." The antiBarron,
occupying
the
third
story
of said building. On
Masonic war, as it was termed, was felt all over the
the
fourteenth
day
of
June,
I855,
the lodge purcha'ied
United States, and finally arose to be perhaps the most
the
property
on
the
northeast
corner
of Main and Cherry
bitter and intolerant political episode that has ever agistreets, of John D. Miller, for the sum of two thousand
tated and divided the people of this ~ation. Looking
four hundred dollars. Upon the lot stood a two-story
back at the excitement and intolerance of that period,
building, forty by sixty-five feet. The lodge received
from the present stand-point of philosophical calmness,
possession of the property on the first of September,
it seems absolutely' astounding that so great a matter
I8SS·
should have grown from so small and insignificant a beIn the year 1858 the lodge remodelled the second
ginning. Hundreds of Masonic lodges, in Ohio and
story of the building, and made an addition of a third
other States, were compelled to succumb to the pressure
story on the same. In November, 1858, the lodge
of insane persecution and cease their labors.
moved from the Van Ausdal building to their own buildBolivar lodge, however, kept on in the even tenor of
ing, and occupied their own hall in the third story. In
its way, and kept up its regular meetings during the whole
the year 187 I the lodge erected a three-story addition to
time of the excitement. And whilst multitudes of l\Iatheir
building of brick on the vacant ground, on the north
sons in almost all the States of the Union, especially in
end
of
their building, at a cost of three thousand three
the eastern States, withdrew from the lodges and rehundred
and sixty-one dollars.
nounced their obligations and allegiance to the order, not
August
24, 187 3, the lodge building was destroyed by
a single member of Bolivar lodge ever faltered in his
fire,
being
a total loss, with the exception of a portion of
loyalty to its principles. Bolivar lodge has always en~
the
brick
used
for rebuilding. The lodge saved from the
joyed a fair degree of prosperity. Its membership, for a
fire,
the
records
and most of their furniture, etc., us';!d
great many years, has never been much below sixty in
for
the
workings
of
the lodge. The loss sustained by the
number. Four other lodges have been instituted in the
lodge
was
fourteen
thousand dollars. The building was
county, mainly offshoots from her memuership. All over
insured
in
the
sum
of
six thousand five hundred dollars.
the western States, emigrants from her household are
Owing to some technicalities raised by some of the insurscattered. Many have gone out from her shelter to gain
ance companies, the lodge received of the insurance
honor and wealth in other lands, and plant the banners
six thousand dollars. The lodge rented a hall in the third
of the order in other fields.
1\lay success and honor,
story brick building belonging to the estate of Jesse B.
and peace and usefulness ever attend her future career.
Stephens, deceased, situated on the north side of Main
EATOK ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER, NO. 22.
street, opposite the court house square, while rebuilding.
On the twenty-third day of December, J837, a dispensation was granted by William J. Ret:ce, Gr. H. P., of the
•By R. G. D. ;\lcKemy. esq.
aUSJlices, for only a few years, for

1
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- - -- - - - - - - ,- - - - - -- - --- - -- ----- ---- -- - -- -The lodge erected a new building of brick upon the site
303; Fairhaven, No. 425; West Manchester, No. 520;
West Alexandria, No. 521; Campbellstown, No. 551;
of the old building, all finished with the exception of the
Lewisburgh, No. 571, of the county of Preble; Greenthird story, at a cost of nine thousand nine hundred and
ville, No. 105, of the county of Darke; t0gdher with
twenty-nine dollars, and twenty-five cents, and at the time
others who became charter members of lodges throughof the loss by fire, the lodge was in debt in the sum of
out the great west.
three thousand two hundred and seventy dollars, and
seventy-nine cents, which added to the cost of the new 1
PREBLE E.:>ICAMP~IENT, NO. 54, I. 0. 0. F.
building, amounted to the sum of thirteen thousand one
hundred and ninety-nine dollars, and eight cents. Dewas instituted on the tenth day of June, 185 2, by William
dueling the amount of six thousand dollars received
Chidsey, :\t \\'. G. Patriarch, with James Albert, John
from the insurance companies, there was left an indebted\'. Campbell, William J. Kelley, Richard Y. Lanius,
ness of seven thousand two hundred dollars and eight
Daniel S. Carson, James H. Crews, and John :\. Crouse,
cents.
·as charter members, and the following named officers
February 5, 187 5, the lodge sold to Preble Encampwere elected aPd installed: James Albert, C. P.; Richard Y. Lanius, H. P.; John A. Crouse, S. W.; W. J.
ment, No. 54, Independent Order of Fellows, thirty-f~ur
feet off of the north end of their lot, together with that
Kelley, J . \\". ; John V. Campbell, scribe; James H .
Crews, treasurer; and the following named were adportion of their building erected thereon, for the sum of
rnitted to membership on the evening of the institution
four thousand dollars cash, which left an indebtedness of
the lodge in the sum of three thousand two hundred
of the encampment : R. G. D. McK.emy, Benjamin
dollars, and eight cents. The encampment finished off
Hubb!l.rd, Jonathan R. Ammerman, David Patten, W.
their third story for a hall in the spring of 1875, and the
H . H. B. :\Iinor, Noah Dispenant, Daniel Payne, John
lodge on tbe eighteenth of May in the same }'\;ar, moved
W. Stephens, Amos \\'. Yost, William Tolbert, I>aniel J.
into said hall, and occupied the same, together with the
Neaff, Samuel T. Sliver, Perry Rinehart, and George
encampment until the sixth of September, 1877, when,
Kline.
The encampment held its meetings rn the hall of Eahaving finished their own hall at a cost of four hundred
and fifty dollars, they moved into it. The lodge at this
ton Lodge, No. 30, Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
date is in a very prosperous condition, .both financially
until the sixth day of I>ecember, I8i8; part of the time
and socially. It has one hundred and eight members,
it was in its own hall. February 5, 1875, the encampand has invested in real estate in the sum of six thoument purchased from Eaton lodge thirty-four feet off of
sand two hmtdred and seventy-two dollars, and the inthe north end of the lot owned by said lodge, with the
come received from all sources is one thousand six hunpart of the building thereon, for the sum of four thoudred and eighty-five dollars per annum .
sand dollars, and in May of the same year, they plastered
The indebtedness of the lodge at the present time is
and finished up their own hall, at a cost of one hundred
one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars.
and thirty three dollars and fifty-one cents, and they have
The officers of the lodge for the present term of 188o
here hcl'l their meetings ever since the sixth of Separe: George Straw, N. G.; Andrew Black, V. G.; G . C. F.
tember, 1878.
Black, recording secretary; A. Edgar Hubbard, permaThe encampment has sixty-one members, and is in a
flourishing condition. It has invested in real estate the
nent secretary; Frederick Michael, treasurer; James Barnet, warden; F . P. Filbert, C.; W. M. Coonrod, I. G.;
sum of three thousand and fifty dollars, and the income
Peter Straw, 0. G . ; J. R. Cook, R . S. to theN. G.; Dareceived from all sources is six hundred and fifty dollars
\ld Peters, L. S. to theN. G.; Joseph Fossnacht, R. S.
per year. Of this sum the amount of four hundred and
to the V. G.; A. C. Stipher, L. S. to the V. G.; Ephraim
ten dollars, received for rent, is appropriated to the payYoung, R . S. S. ; Frank Ridenour, L. S. S. ; R . G. D. Mement of taxes, insuranr:e and the indebtedness of the enK.emy, chaplain; Charles P. Thum, Samuel Shields, and
campment. The balance is appropriated to meet other
John R. Cook, trustees; Michael Filbert, J . R. Cook,
demands, as set forth in the laws of the order. The
and John A. Crouse, committee on claims.
encampment is still in d~:bt in the sum of nine hundred
Of the charter members only two are now livingand f1fty dollars.
The officers of the encampment for the present term
John V. Campbell and Richard Y. Lanius, while only
one, John V. Campbell, still 1etains membership in the
of the year 188o, arc as follows: F. M. Filbert, C. P.;
lodge.
David Peters, H . P., Phillip Becker, S. W.; James Banta,
Of the six who were initiated on the night of the inJ . W.; R. G. D. McKemy, scribe; Charles P. Thum,
stitution of the lodge, there arc four of them living -treasurer; James Albert, guide; Peter Straw, 0. S.; W. A.
Theodore Harbaugh, Michael Filbert, James Albert, and
King, I. S.; James D. Miller, first \V. ; J. J. Hume, second
Alfred Denny. Two of tht:m are dead, Br.yant G. Garty
\\'.;Thomas Fulton, third W.; Joseph Fos;nacht, fourth
\V.; J. R. Cook, first G. of T.; A. C. Stiper, second
and Andrew .Mikesell; while Michael Filbert, James AIbert, and Alfred Denny still retain their membership in
G. of T.; and John R. Cook is also D. D. G. patriarch
the lodge.
of this encampment. David Peters, Samuel Oldfather
Eaton lodge being the parent lodge of the county, it
and William McCabe, trustees.
furnished charter members for other lodges, to-wit: WestThe following charter members are still living : James
em Star, No. ro9; Eden lodge, No. 147; New Paris, No.
Albert, Richard Y. Lanius, John A. Crouse,\\'. J . Kelly
1
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and John V. Campbell-as to J. H. Crews, it is not
known whether he is yet living, while only two-James
Albert and John V. Campbell, still retain membership
in the encampment. \\'. J. Kelley withdrew by card and
deposited it in (ireenville Encampment, 1\'o. 90.
Of the fourtet:n that were initiated on the night of the
institutition of the encampment, there are live of them
dead: Jonathan R. Ammerman, \\". H . H. B. Minor,
Daniel Payne, Amos \V. Yoast and William Tolbert; only
three of them: Robert G. D . 1\lcKcmy, S. T. Sli\·er and
Perry Rinehart still hold membership in the encampment.
Preble Encampment being the parent E.1campment oi
the county, furnished members, who withdrew by card
and became charter members of New Paris encampment, No. 139, Camden, No. 177.
AN OLD AND LOCALLY FAMOUS

DRA:IIATIC CLUB.

to full hrmses. This continued for nearly two years;
about this time a number of young men not members of
the Eaton Thespian, became stage struck, and determined to get up an op1.JOsition society, to be called the
Jack Downing Thespian society. The members of the
Eaton Thespian society were becoming somewhat weary
of their occupation, made an offer to sell out to the
Jack flowning and retire, and rest upon the laurels
already won. The Downing accepted the proposition,
and run the machine for a few months, when it gradually
oozed out.
The Eaton Thespian society was a great financial
success. They commenced business without one cent
of capital, did business for two years, t~en sold out,
and paid the last cent they owed in full, but "nary red"
left.
ARCHERY.

In the fall of 1832 a number of young men, residents
of the village of Eaton, having long felt the want of some
kind of amusement during the long winter nigflt~, met
together for consultation as to what this amusement
should consist of.
After mature deliberation they resolved themselves into a dramatic club, to be known by
the name of the "Eaton Thespian society. " A constitution and by-la\rs were drawn up nnd signed by the following persons: Joseph S. Hawkins, Ellis Minshall,
josiah Campbell, John B. Dicks, James H . Curry, Joseph
-Donohoe, John VanAusdal, Andrew J. Hawkins, William
T, Hubbell, Philip Brown, James Earnest, Samson H.
Hubbell, and Robert l\Iartin.
The officers of the society were one secretary, one
treasurer, and one manager who had full power to give the
cast of all plays that were adopted by the society, and
from his decision there was no appeal.
Josiah Campbell was made treasurer, James H . Curry,
secretary, Sampson H. Hubbell, manager, and Joseph
Donohoe, scene painter. There was not at that time a
public hall or any other room in the village large enough
to give such exhibition in. It was thought best by the
members to make a beginning on a small scnlc, and they
took possession of an upper room, in a building situated
on the south side of Main street, a few doors cast of
Cherry street (now Union hall), thinking it would be
sufficiently large in which to test their dramatic powers.
After giving a few exhibitions here th ey became thoroughly satisfied that this room was altogether too small
to contain the amount of dramatic talent that they
found themselves in possession of, and they determined
that
"No pent up Utica should contract th eir power>
But that the whole boundless ,·ill ag-e shall Ul' ours. ··

They accordingly cast about, and finally discovered a
row of one-story building~, situated on the south side of
!\lain street, near to Barron street. These they rented,
and tore out the partitions, using the east end for stage
and green room, the balance for the audience room.
Mr. Donohoe painted a nice lot of scenery for them,
and in a short time they had it converted into a very
respectable little theatre. They had a public perform, a nee every two weeks, and sometimes oftene1, and always

"Cherril y blow the bugle horn
In the cool, green woods of morn;
Loose the hounds and let them go,
\\.'ax the cord and bend the bow. "

The ini1ial step in archery was taken in Eaton by the
organization of the Rob Roy Archery club on the
twenty-eighth day of April, I 879. This club had its
regular meetings on Friday afternoons in the beautiful
grove west of the city.
The enjoyment consisted in the vigorous twang of the
bow string coupled with a sumptuous repast furnished by
the ladies.
This club consisted of the following ladies and gentlemen :
Miss Belle Acton, ~liss Cora Van Ausdal, Miss Ruth
Van Ausclal, Miss Nettie Minor, Miss Mary Gould, Miss
Minnie Foos, Miss Belle Dix, Miss Carrie DeGroot,
Miss ~lary Douglass, Miss Minnie Rensman, Miss Eva
Hurd, .!\Iiss Laura Bruce, Miss Ruth Whitridge, Mr. W.
B. Robin~on, Mr. .!oe Acton, W. H. Hambidge, F. G,
Thompson, C. F. Brooke, G. W. Daugherty, A. A.
Lovett, C. R. Gilmore, W. D. Stephens, J. M. Withrow.
J. H. Gilmore, C. V. Reese, W. C. Bruce, and H. L.
Larsh.
The officers of this club were C. F. Brooke, jr., president; Miss Cora Van Ausdal, vice-president; F. G.
Thompson, secretary; G . \V. Daugherty, treasurer.
On May 24, 1879. Merrie Bowmen, of St. Claire, was
organized . This club held its meetings on Saturday
afternoons, at the private ranges of the members. The
spirit of rivalry was manifest among the members of this
~lub from its early commence1~-.ent. The members of
this club were : A. E. Hubbard, .Mrs. A. E. Hubbard,
Colonel R . Williams, jr. , Mrs. Colonel R . Williams, jr.,
J. W. B. Siders, Miss Lou Lockwood, C. H . Moore, Miss
Kitty L. Thomson, Dr. F . M. Mitchell, :Miss Della
Thompson, James A. Du Sant:, Ebm Fisher, Mrs. Ebm
Fisher, l\Ir. A. C. Van Doren, Mrs. A. C. Van Doren,
Dr. P. l\I. Small, Mrs. Dr. P. .M. Small, Morris Sturm,
Mrs. Morris Sturm, John T. Holmes, Mrs. J. T . Holmes,
Dr. J . L. Quinn, Mrs. J. L. Quinn, H. C. Hiestand,
Mrs. H. C. Hiestand, H. M. Markley, Mrs. H . M. Markley, Dr. W. l'. Webb, Mrs. Dr. W. P. Webb.
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It appears that the fates favored this club from the
first. They challenged the Robin Hood's, of Hamilton,
Ohio, and were victorious. They immedately challenged
the Rob Rays, of Eaton, Ohio, and were again victorious. These victories ptompted the Merrie Bowmen to
measure bows with the Saggittarians, of Cincinnati, the
Eaton club being once more the victors.
About this time the Ohio State Archery assoc1at10n
was formed at Cincmnati, and the Rob Roy and Merrie
Bowmen of St. Clair became members.
The first tournament was held October 2 and 3, 1879·
The Merrie Bowmen held fourth and the Rob Roy sixth
place in the contest for eight clubs.
Both clubs now, for mutual benefit, rented Bonner's
hall for winter practice. These merry archers shot the
old year out and the new year in, and celebrated the new
with a long-to-be-rembered supper.
In the early spring time of 188o we are loth to chronicle a change which came to the Rob Roys, and the club
did not meet as an organization during the year. But
we are pleased to say that the Merrie Bowmen were
strengthened by the reception of Mr. W. B. Robinson,
Miss Ruth Van Ausdal, Miss Ruth Whitridge, and Miss
Belle Acton.
At length those who did not prove very skilful with
the long bow, gradually became less interested in the
sport until the club was composed 9f those who wished
to make archery a success.
A team of four gentlemen, consisting of Colonel R.
Williams, J. W. B. Siders, C. H. Moore, and W. B.
Robinson, was elected from the club to attend the Ohio
State Archery association, at Cincinnati, August 25, 26,
and 27, 1 88o.
At this tournament the team gained second place in
the State association. At this tournament Colonel R.
Williams took the first prize at the York round with a
score of three hundred and twenty-one. This being the
first time that the York round had ever been shot at a
State tournament. Soon after the tournament the Merrie
Bowmen challenged the champion club of the State to
shoot the American round, and were successful ; making
the highest score on record at this round, as a team.
The following is the score:
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COLLEGE HILL CLUB.

This club is now one of the strongest clubs in the
United States. It has made application for membership
to the National Archery association, and will,. no doubt,
shoot at the national tournament, which will be held at
Brooklyn, New York, in July, 1881.
Time has in store a golden future for this club, and
every member is aiming to hit the gold.

Champion long range medal won by Colonel R. WillJams:
This gentleman has the largest score on record at the
American Round:
Hits. Score.
Forty yards...... .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .
. .. . ......... 30
:ua
Fifty yards ........ . . . ........ . .... .. ... . ...... . . . . , . . . 30
220
Sixty yards. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . 30
200
Total ... . . . ................... ... . . .. ... ..... . ... 90

Hits. Score.
1,828
Merrie Bowmen of St. Clair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. .. 236
College Hill Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300
1,650
178

36
MERRIE BOWMEN
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THE WASHINGTON GUARDS.

In the summer of I855, a military company was organized in Eaton, under the name of the Washington
guards, and consisting of some of the leading middleaged and young men o.( the town- among them, Jacob
H. Foos, W. F. Albright, James Van Ausdal, John C.
Kaylor, Thomas Winters, Thomas Hill, Thomas Morton,
A. J. Patton, W. C. M. Brookins, W. W. Danford, Joseph
Tracy, J. J. Hunt, J. G. McNutt, L. T . McCabe, John A.
Hubbell, A. V. Thompson, John P. Jennings, John G.
Grace, N. B. Larsh, Enoch Gordon, George G. Krug, James
F. Annerman and James A. Gilmore. It does not appear,
however, that the last named ever signed the constitution,
and he resigned his place in the company at an early
day. The first civil officers of the organization were:
James A. Gilmore, secretary; John G. McNutt, treasurer;
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John J. Hunt, W. C. M. Brookins and Jacob H. Foos,
trustees. The military officers were : Levin T . McCabe,
captain; John J. Hunt, first lieutenant; William F. Albright, second lieutenant; Jacob H. Foos, ensign,
Thomas Morton, first sergeant; Joseph G. McNutt, second sergeant; John Russell, third sergeant; William C.
Rossman, fourth lieutenant; John Hubbell, first corporal;
Joseph Tracy, second corporal; A. J. Patton, third corporal; James Long, fourth corporal. The preamble of
the constitution set forth that the members formed themselves into a company "in order to procure healthful exercise; to acquire habits of discipline; to promote that
knowledge of military science which forms an ornament
in peace and inspires confidence in war, and to fit ourselves for military duty."
PREBLE DIVISIO:S, NO. I II, SONS OF TDIPERANCE.

A division of the Sons of Temperance was instituted
at the town of Eaton, December 7, 1846, by B. F. Raleigh, consisting of the following charter members: Felix
Marsh, John V. Campbell, Henry :Monfort, Robert Martin, William Rossman, John Steele, Josiah Campbell,
William J. Gilmore, Vincent Mitchell, Abram V. Austin,
William B. Tizzard, Andrew Mikesell. The following
persons joined soon afterwards, viz.: Benjamin Fleming,
Jacob Chambers, Samuel P. Wilson and John C. Bmoks.
The following were the first officers of the organization:
Robert Martin, W. P.; Josiah Campbell, W. A.; John V.
Campbell, R. S.; William J. Gilmore, A. R. S.; \Villiam
B. Tizzard, F. S.; William Rossman, treasurer; Felix
Marsh, C.; Vincent Mitchell, A. C.; Andrew Mikesell,
J. S.; John Steele, 0 . S. This organization was maintained until 1849, when it was disbanded and another
temperance society took its place. The latter orgamzation was known as
COLUMBIA TEMPLE OF HONOR, NO.

38,

and was instituted October 26, 185o, with the following
persons as charter member.>, viz.: Felix Marsh, S. P. Wilson, John V. Campbell, William Hock, Jacob Chambers,
Robert Pryor, John A. McKemy, William A. Bloomfield,
Gideon Albright and Joshua McCoy; also the following
ladies: Mrs. Rachel Marsh, Mrs. Ann E. Campbell, Mrs.
Matilda Hock, Mrs. Catharine Chambers, Mrs. Pryor,
Mrs. Albright, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Lucinda Huffman.
The first officers elected were the following: Felix Marsh,
B. P. T.; Catharine Chambers, S. P. S.; John V. Campbell, B. V. T.; Rachel Marsh, S. V. T.; John A. McKemy, P. B. P. T.; Elizabeth Wilson, P. S. P. T.; Robert E. Pryor, B. R.; Jacob Chambers, B. U.; Ann E.
Campbell, S. U.; Lucinda Huffman, S. G.; Gideon Albright, B. S.
EATO:S LODGE NO. 248, INDEPENDENT ORDER OF GOOD
TEMPLARS.

This was the next temperance organization effected in
Eaton after the disbanding of Columbia Temple of
Honor. It was imtituted February 8, 1867, with the
following charter members, subsequently elected to the
offices here indicated : James A. Gilmore, W. C. T.;
Lida Larsh, W. V. T.; J. H. Fleming, W. R.; J. W.
Coffman, W. A. R.; S. S. Dix, \V. F. S.; Sallie Straud,

R. H. S.; May Fleming, L. H. S.; Hyram Johnson, W.
C.; Robert Crisman, W. T.; J. A. McCabe, W. M.; Lizzie Quinn, W. D. M.; Addie Hendricks, W. J. G.; William Nation, W. 0. G. This organization was maintained and active work kept UJI' until I 87 4, or the following year. Meetings were held regularly at Temperance hall, and the lodge, by small but frequent accessions of members, became one of the largest organizations of the kind which ever had an existence in the
town or county.
MURPHY MOVEMENT.

A council of the members and ministers of all the
churches was held Saturday evening, May 19, 1877, in
the Methodist Episcopal church. A temporary organization was effected, and I. N. Lake was chosen president.
On Monday evening, May 2 r, 1877, the first meeting
was held in the city opera house. The meeting was addressed by Judge James A. Gilmore and others. At
the close about one hundred and fifty signed the following temperance pledge:
••!1/ATION:\L CHRI!'TIAN TEMPERANCE UNION,

"WITH MALICE TOWARDS NONE, AND CHARITY FOR ALL."

I, tlu undtrsigntd, do p/((/gt my Wtlrd and lzonor,
GOD HELPING .ifF.,
To abof<lill from ""intoxicating liquors as a bcveragt, and tlzat I will,
bY ali lzonvrabl~ mtans, tncourage vtlursto abstain."

Nearly all the signers at the first meeting were church
members and temperance people, one or two only were
secured from the drinking ranks at this meeting.
The meetings were continued for one week, but were
only partblly successful in attracting the attention of
those who needed reformation. A few, however, attended, and some were induced to become members.
The temporary organization was at this time disbanded for the purpose of placing the work in the hands
of the reformed men, the officers resigned and the following officers were elected to serve six months:
President, Judge James A. Gilmore; vice presidents,
Frank Mitchell, Fred Tyler, Tim Kelly and Silas Bellows; secretary, Robert Morgan; treasurer, W. C. M.
Brookins.
The services of the famous, Timony brothers (John
and Ed.), of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, were secured for
one week. During their stay the excitement was intense.
Crowds were nightly compelled to tum from the door of
the opera house for want of room. Men, women, and
children of all classes worked in union with a zeal worthy
any cause.
The result of their labor astonished everybody and
cast a mantle of gloom over the men engaged in the
whiskey traffic.
Hundreds this week signed the pledge, from the moderate drinker down to the habitual drunkard, and many
oi them pushed to the front rank of the working force.
The little badge of blue was everywhere to be seen. A
few short weeks had worked a complete change in public
sentiment. At the close of the week's labor of the Timony brothers, one thousand names adorned the roll.
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Meetings were held during the summer at the court
house. In July Burr Robins' circus gave an exhibition
in the town, and the proprietor gave the people permission to use his tent on Sunday for a meeting. At the
close of the night's performance the announcement was
made from the ring of the meeting next day-Sunday, at
three o'clock P. M. At noon on Sunday the town was
filled with people from the surrounding country. The
circus tent was filled to overflowing.
The meeting was addressed by Judge James A. Gilmore, of Eaton, and Dan Rouzer, of Dayton, Ohio.
Near two hundred (2oo) signed the pledge at the close of
the meeting, among whom were thirty members of Burr
Robins' circus company.
In the fall of 1877 James Dunn (known as Jimmy
Dunn), of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, labored one week
with us.
Large and enthusiastic meetings were held
nightly in the court room.
Jimmy Dunn added new life to the cause, and left
the work on a more solid foundation than it had been
from the start
The citizens realized the fact that the work could be
carried on successfully without the aid of strangers, and
good work was done.
The Eaton Murphy choir became famous throughout
the county under the leadership of Professor W. H. H.
Eson. Upon invitation they visited West Alexandria,
Camden, Winchester; also Richmond, Indiana. They
numbered thirty young ladies and gentlemen of the town.
The ministers of the town all worked in the cause, but
the most active among them were the Rev. A. Meharry
(since deceased), and Rev. A. J. Reynolds. The faithful services rendered by them never will be forgotten by
the reformed men.
May 21 and 22, 1878, one year from the commencement
the work in Eaton meetings were held in the
fair grounds; five thousand were in attendance each
day; the anniversary was celebrated by speeches, songs,
and in the evening of May 21st, by a grand torchlight
procession. Five hundred torches were in the procession.
For two years the work was prosecuted with great
vigor.
The effect in the community was good. Fewer criminals were arraigned in the county courts; fewer arrests
were made; the cost for maintaining or assisting the poor
classes durmg these two years was less than ever before
in the history of the county, so great was the decrease in
this respect that it was commented upon by the county
papers. Men who for years had been compelled to ask
aid for their families, from the township trustees, not only
supported themselves and families comfortably, but by
economy and total abstinence laid by enough of their
savings to secure comfortable homes, and are to-day living monuments of the good results of the Murphy
movement.
Although the good accomplished was great, and the
future of the moral suasion temperance plan bright (had
they continued the work-"With malice towards none
and charity for all"), they became divided in their

or

opinions of the manner in which the work should be
conducted.
The two opposing parties consisted of the prohibitionists and the moral suasionists, and much time was used in
discussing the question-how to proceed. The people
lost interest in the work; the drinking men ceased attending, and the work stopped. But there are many today in the village, who owe their happiness to the great
Murphy temperance movement, and will honor and keep
the pledge they have taken unto death.
The presidents who served for each term of six
months, were Judge J. A. Gilmore, Benjamin Hubbard,
John T. Deem, Frank Mitchell and S. More Surface.
THE EATON BAND-FROM

1837.

In 1837 the first brass and reed b~nd in Preble
county, was organized under the leadership of Professor
Jerry Guild, and C•)mposed of the following members:
Ellis Minshall, Jacob Sweeney, Joshua Lockwood, E.
P. Lockwood, David Hunter, Andrew Mikesell, Isaac
Colby, J. Severs Hawkins, Josiah Campbell, James
Curry, Cornelius Banta, John Glines, Isaac VanAusdal
and George Waggoner. The instruments used were
eight clarionets, two concert horns, one plain trumpet,
bass and tenor sliding trombones, flutes and bass drum.
The first piece of music played was the "March from
Bluebeard," familiarly known as "Calfs Tooth." During the three years that this organization remained in
existence, Dr. A. H. Stephens, Alfred Denny and John
P. Acton were received as members. In 1840 the band
went to South Bend, Indiana, and played for General
William Henry Harrison. An orchestra was also organized with five violins, two flutes, concert horns and clarionets. The first concert was given :in the old Public
church, and the programme, including such songs as
"Old King Cole," "Rosin the Bow," etc. The next
entertainment by the band was at this place, at the hall
on the south side of Main street, between Barron and
Beech streets. After the campaign of 1840 was over
the interest in the band waned, and at length the organization was given up. In the fall of 1841, however,
another band was formed with the following members
in addition to those who had composed the first: William Stagg, James Mitchell, Henry Lockwood, J. L.
Lockwood, G. R. Lockwood, Samuel Lockwood and C.
W. Lockwood.
This band gave a series of concerts, travelling from
place to place upon horseback, with E. Pond and Cuff
Lockwood as advance agents. Entertainments were given
before paying houses at Muncie, Winchester and Newport, Indiana, and Granville, Ohio. This organization
was maintained until 1856, when it was disbanded and
another one formed, with Professor Edward 0. Reid as
leader. The new members were, H. B. Van Ausdal, B.
F. Larsh, D. Richey, A B. DeGroot, John Fenerbaugh
and Oliver Loy. This band was kept very busily employed during the campaign of 1856, and obtained a
rank second to none in the State. Very handsome new
silver instruments w-efe secured. When the war broke
out several members went into the army, but the organi-
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- - -- - - - - -- -- ---- - -- - --- - -zation was kept up until 1865. At that time the interest
thickly. The first burial in the cemetery was that of a
was revived and the band was again reorganized, with W. , little daughter of Abram Eaton (or Heaton), and was
made in September, 18o6.
H. Eason, W. H. Ortt, Perry Lockwood, J. C. Hoover, C.
As the years passed it was found that the original limF. Churchill, John Lockwood, jr., S. W. Lockwood, E.
0. Lockwood, Frank Lockwood and Charles Lockwood
its of the cemetery were too circumscribed, and an
as ·additional members. It will be observed that from .addition was made which rendered the ground ample
euough until recent years, when the boundaries were
the first the Lockwoods had a prominent place in the composition of the several Eaton bands. They have all been
again extended. The whole has been tastefully laid out
good musicians, and in recent years the descendants of in walks and drives which follow, for the most part, graceful curves over the undulating surface. The beauty of
those of the name who took part in the earlier orgnizations are following in their footsteps. This band during
the cemetery is enhanced by the presence of a variety of
native forest trees and evergreens judiciously introduced.
the years it remained as organized in 1865 had many
The peculiar and distinc:ive feature of this bunal
"good times" in the nature of annual excursions to the
place and the one most interesting to the stranger, is the
Shelby county "Reservoir" concerts, festivals, fishing exLowerey monument. This stone, which surmounts one
cursions, etc. In 1874 Professor C. F. Churchill, assisted
of the beautiful and symmetrical mounds left as the
by others, started a new organization with the following
memorials of an unknown race, and within are buried
members: E. 0. Lockwood, A. A. Churchill, W. B. Robthe bones of fifteen soldiers of Wayne's army, among
inson, H. Donohoe, 0. Jefferson, Richard Lockwood,
them, Lieutenant Lowerey and Ensign Boyd, who sacW. H. Eason, Samuel W. Lockwood, W. H. Ortt, A. G.
rificed their lives in wresting this country from the InMinshall, J. S. Lockwood, John Lockwood, jr., and
dians. They were killed October q, 1793, a short disJames H. Tizzard. The band started under adverse cirtance from where Zion's church now stands, and near
cumstances, but by energy and pluck succeeded in securthe forty foot pitch, on Lowerey's branch, about four miles
ing, during the first year of existence, a new set of silver
from Eaton.* On the next day they were buried side by
helicon instruments, new uniforms, etc. Of the amount
side near Fort St. Clair.
On the Fourth of July, 1822,
expended the citizens of Eaton contributed one hundred
and twenty-five dollars. The second year the band pur- the remains of Lieutenant Lowerey were disintered and
buried in the northwest corner of the cemetery, and on
chased a new wagon, new music, and several other things
the
seventeenth of October, 1847, the fiftieth anniversary
which they needed. During these two years about twelve
of
their
fall, the remains of all the soldiers were deposhundred and fifty dollars was expended in equipping the
ited
in
the
mound where they now lie and will, probably,
organization. The present organization is constituted as
remain.
An
appopriate funeral oration was delivered by
follows: C. F. Churchill, leader; M. Lally, A. A. ChurchAbner Haines, esq., and the late Rev. Charles W. Swain
ill, E. 0. Lockwood, 0. Filbert, W. H. Eason, Edward
acted as chairman. The monument which marks the
Albright, Calvin Churchill, 0. Jefferson, W. B. Robinson,
resting place of these brave soldiers was erected on the
Horace Donohoe, Luman Lockwood, A. G. Minshall,
occasion of their final burial by the contributions from
Marks Nation, John Pollas, J. ]. Chase, William Nation,
Thomas J. Noe, and H. Kester. Of the whereabouts of a number of generous and public-spirited citizens of Eaton. It bears on one side the inscription to that effect;
some of the members of the early organizations who are
upon the other the Latin words "Dulce el decorum est pro
still music makers, it may be remarked that C. W. Lock. wood is the leader of the band at Muncie, Indiana. patria more," and upon the front the following inscription:
•• IN MEMORY OF
Richard, Charles and Nathan Lockwood are in the same'
Lieutenant John Lowcrey. of the SP.cond sub-legion, and Ensign Boyd,
town; Frank Lockwood is at Arcanum, Ohio; Perry
of the First, and thirteen non-commissioned officers and privates, who
Lockwood is at Champaign, Illinois, and J. C. Hoover is
fell about five miles north of this place, in an obstinate engagement
leader of the band at Lincoln, Illinois.
with the Indians. on the scvent~cnth day of October. '793· LieutenMOUND CEMETERY.

Eaton has one of the most appropriate and beautiful
resting places for the dead to be found in the county.
But few burial places excel it in natural beauty, of chasteness in art adornment, or in elements of historic interest.
The cemetrey is located between the village and the
site of Fort St. Clair. It is bounded upon the west by
the bluff banks of the Garrison branch, has a large frontage upon the maple-lined West road, and contains about
twenty-five acres. Originally there was laid out a small
burying-ground in the northeastern part of the town; but
William Bruce, the proprietor, very soon afterwards donated four acres now included in Mound cemetery, and
nerly all of the early burials were made within this piece
of ground-the portion nearest the road, in which the
old marble slabs and weathered freestones stand most

ant Lowerey was from New Jersey, and had served with reputation in
the levies of 1791, under General St. Clair. Ensign Royd was a young
man of much promise; they were in command of an escort of ninety
men, ha\ing in charge twenty wagons loaded Y.ith stores and provisions
for the army of General Wayne.··

The monument is a simple shaft of Rutland marble,
about ten feet in height.
A severely plain but massive sandstone monument
marks the burial place of William Bruce, the pioneer and
proprietor of Eaton. Very appropriately the monument
rests upon a base composed of two mill-stones-they are
the buhrs made by John Banfill, and long did service in
the second mill built by Mr. Bruce, the one now standing,
which was the first merchant's mill in Eaton. It is probable that some of the furrows were chiseled by the hand
that is now in ashes beneath them. The monument
*Sec chapter entitled \\'ayne,s Campaign; in General History department of this volume.
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bears a simple inscription to the memory of the "good,
kind miller," setting forth the facts in regard to his laying
out the town in 18o6, and his practical liberality in providing for churches, schools, and donating public grounds.
He died February 25, I8Jo, at the age of sixty-seven
years and six months.
Some of the newer monuments are very striking in
workmanship and massiveness, notably those of granite,
which bear the names of Van Ausdal, Van Doren, Donohue, Campbell and Hoffman, as also the older marble
monument which marks the burial place of the Brooke
family. The remains. of that stalwart pioneer of Methodism, the Rev. James B. Finley, lie in the vicinity of
the last mentioned. Near by is the grave of the Rev. J.
G. Brooke, and at a little distance-designated by a simple memorial marble, is the resting-place of another worthy man of God, who has left in Eaton in his works
a far grander monument than any which could be reared
by hands above his grave. The Van Ausdal monument
is a fit memorial to the pioneer merchant of Eaton.
One of the older gravestones which is an object of interest to all visitors, is that which stands on the grave of
Fergus Holderman, who died in 1838. It is an unusually large slab of freestone, and only differs from others in
the superiority of its carving. It was the work of
Cle\·enger, the sculptor, who, in after years, went to Italy,
to study and there made himself famous. The stone bears
a large medallion, on which the inscription is cut, and
around it are wreaths of roses and oak leaves, myrtle
and ivy, with cherubs, and the emblems ever present
upon old mortuary suclptures, the urn and weeping willows. The workmanship shows marked excellence, and
it is cherished bv those who knew Clevenger as one of
the first indications of a genius which was afterwards
highly developed. Clevenger, who was brought up in
Eaton, lost his life on the ocean when returning to his
native land from the old world.
Just at the right of the most eastern entrance of the
cemetery is a small monument, which stands over the
grave of a stranger who died in Eaton many years ago.
The grave remained for twenty years unmarked save by
a decaying wooden post, from which the inscription has
been obliterated by the weather. The present stone was
erected by the young men of Eaton in 1853· It is inscribed:
"'j. S.

WOOWORTH,

a nath·e of Ontario county, 1\"ew York, died September ro, 1832, aged
about thirty years. Whilst sojourning in the \'illage he was taken ill
and died among strangers, who, in the hour of at!lictJon, administered
unto him, and as a token of their est<'em ha,·e erected this monument
to his memory ...

The older portion of the cemetery is thickly crowded
with stones, which mark the graves of old and young.
The pioneer residents of Eaton who have gone down
to the grave ripe with years, and revered by all survivors, and children of tender age, whose untimely death
made fond parents mourn. By each of these graves of
fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, husbands, wives, lovers, and sweethearts, bitter tears have been shed, and life
hopes have gone out.

IJJ

" Those that wept them, they that weep,
All shall with these sleepers sleep, ..
THE CENTENNIAL FOURTH OF JULY.

An event so recent as the celebration of the centennial
anniversary of the birth of the Republic is, of course,
fresh in the minds of all men of to-day, but as years
from now the young and those yet unborn will read the
pages of this volume, we give a brief statement of the
0bservance in Eaton of the Fourth of July, 1876.
The celebration of the Nation's one hundredth birthday began on Sunday in the churches. Each house of
worship was decorated with flowers and garlands of evergreens, and the several ministers of the town in their discourses on that day blended patriotism with piety, and
gave thanks to God for the century of progress which had
passed since the dark days amidst the throes of which
liberty was born.
On the following Monday the town was the scene of
busy preparation, and on the morning of the Fourth
Eaton was bright and beautiful in her gala day attire.
Day was ushered in with the firing of a salute of one
hundred guns and the ringing of church bells, followed
by the inspiring music of the national airs, played by the
band. As the day advanced crowds of people thronged
the highways leading ioto the village, and every township
was represented by as large a proportion of its people as
could through any possibility leave their homes. Jackson and Harrison sent in regularly organized delegations,
that of the latter being a very extraordinary and striking
turn-out. At the head of the long procession was the
Lewisburgh band, and next came one hundred horses
harnessed together, each bearing a rider, and drawing an
immense flag-covered wagon, occupied by young girls.
Jackson township sent in a wagon of huge proportions,
in which rode just a hundred children.
A vast concourse of people moved to the fair grounds.
Arrived at the place for holding the exercises John H.
Boyce was elected president, and the venerable Albert
Haines delivered an able, eloquent and highly valuable
historical address. After this short speeches were made by
Elder James Neal, Hon. William J. Gilmore, and 'Squire
Thompson, an old and honored resident of Montgomery
county sang a number of the songs of early times. The
day was concluded with a fine pyrotechnical display, and
the crowd dispersed late in the evening, after a celebration unmarred by a single accident or disagreeable occurence.
MINERAL SPRINGS.

Preble county abounds in mineral springs and flowing
wells. The most noted in Eaton and its immediate
vicinity are the Court House well and the group of
group of springs or flowing wells just northeast of the
village, at Mr. Jonathan Flora's and his neighbors.
These springs have attracted general attention, are much
talked about, and as they possess undoubted medicinal
virtues, we present the reader w{th analysis of their
waters, carefully made by F. M. Michael, M. D. Of the
water of the Court House well the doctor gives the following analysis:
Sixteen thousand grains of the water contain

134

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.
- - -·- --- - - - - - - --- - - -- - -GRAINS.

Carbonate of lime. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3000
Sulphate lime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2240
~~~~~:~: :~ ~:~i~~m } . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1000

~~~~~~l~~::~~~;:

} ········•·••··..·. •·... ·..............

II

54

Bicarbonat!' potassia}
Bicarbonate sodium Qualitative.
Bicarbonate iron
Chloride of sodium . .... ... . . ... . . . . . ... . . . . . . .... .. ... . . . . 0.393
Chloride magnesium. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . . ... .. .. o. 333
!';ulphuric acid-trace.
Sulphuretted hydrogen gas-trace.
Free carbonic acid gas-trace.
Temperature of water 55 • Fahrenheit

The water is very strong in sulphuretted hydrogen,
the odor of which can be retained for a long time if the
water is securely bottled. One of the peculiar characteristics of this water is that it does not deposit any trace
of organic matter or mineral substance, the solutior. of
the mineral salts being perfect. Part of the carbonic
acid escapes when exposed to the air, but the larger portion is held in solution. Many persons have obtained
relief from various disorders by the use of this water,
and the well is regularly visited by many of the townspeople.
The peculiar group of springs adjoining the corporation
upon the northeast alford a copious supply of apparently
pure and very refreshing water, and are visited to !1lmost
as great an extent as the Court House well. The water is
tonic in its qualities, and what is known as a chaleybeate
water.
The spring on the premises, now owned by Robert
Pryor and formerly by Judge Curry, was discovered by
Peter Fleming about sixty years ago. He was digging a
well for the purpose of securing water to be used in the
process of making brick, and a very few feet below the
surface tapped a small stream of water which has flowed
continuously ever sint:e, although of late years its volume
has been considerably diminished. The water flowing
from this spring, and the others in the neighborhood, if
confined in pipes, will rise to a considerable height, an
evidence, though not a conclusive one, that it has its
source in a higher level than that at which the springs
occur. Beside the spring on the Pryor place, there are
others of almost exactly similar nature, at Nathaniel
Haywood's at the home of Jonathan Flora, upon the
Chambers lot, and one farther east. At Mr. Flora's
a handsome stone fountain and basin has been constructed, and it is there that the water can most conveniently be examined and partaken o( Dr. Michael furnishes the following analysis of the waters which flow
from the spring upon the Chambers lot, which is exactly
like that at the Flora spring about four rods distant:
A pint of water contains
GRAINS.

Bricabonate of lime . ... . •. . . . . . . . • . .......... . . . . . . ... ..... 3·30
Bicarbonate of magnesia .. . .......... . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . .31

~:r~::~~u:~

iron}· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
Chloride of sodium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
Sulphur compound . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

·75
1.01

.25

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP.

This township occupies the central part of Preble
county, and is the largest of the twelve townships in the
county. It is bounded on the north by Monroe township, on the east by Twin and Lanier, on the south by
Gasper, and on the west by Dixon and Jackson. Besides being of the regulation width of six miles, it has a
length of eight miles, being two miles longer than any
other township in the county. This extra length it gains
at the expense of Gasper township on the south, the
latter being only four miles in extent from north to
south. Washington township extended originally from
Monroe to Somers, a distance of twelve miles, but at the
time of the organization of Gasper township the lower
portion, four miles from Somers township line, was
severed to form this new township. The reason for making the new township smaller than the rest was that had
Gasper been made six miles in extent from north to
south, that part of Eaton, south of Main street, would be
in Gasper, and the citizens residing there would have
been obliged to go three'"'miles to attend the township
elections. For this reason the township was made
smaller, to accommodate these citizens and those residing in the vicinity of Eaton, on the south.
The appearance of the township is that of a prosperous and well managed one. Good pike roads extend
from Eaton as a center in all directions, rendering communication with the several townships a comparatively
easy matter. The soil of the townships is good, although
not equal to that of some of the other townships. By a
continued s.ystem of thorough cultivation the agriculturalists have succeeded in giving to their farms a prosperous
and pleasing appearance. The greater part of the land
has been cleared, although extensive woods- are still
found. Beech is the prevailing growth, the primitive
growth of poplar and walnut having almost entirely disappeared.
Se\·eral large streams flow through the township, the
prevailing course being somewhat east of south. Of
these the most noteworthy are Banta's fork of Twin and
Seven Mile. The latter skirts the western edge of Eaton,
and is noted· for the exec lienee of the stone which is quarried from the bed of the stream.
The history of Eaton, which is given at length, embraces almost everything that can be said of the township.
Being the only place of any importance in the township
it is there that the history of the several businesses of
the ecclesiastical and educational interests will be found.
CIVIL HISTORY OF THE TOWNSHIP.

Originally the whole of the second range of townships
in Pn::ble county was constituted for civil and judicial
purpose. One township was giveri the name of Somers.
Washington township was established by order of the
county commissioners, May 7, x8og, but not as now
constituted. It contained ninety-six square miles of
land, originally, that is in addition to its present territory, all of Monroe township, and the northern half of
the present township of Gasper, being sixteen miles in
length from north to south. It was ordered that the
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stable, Peter so-and-so, and Moses such a one, and
Aaron somebody, elected fence vie"·ers or supervisors, it
is difficult to tell why the election of magistrates should
not be mentioned, but such is the fact.
The number of voters at the first election in Washington township is not recorded, but the poll book of the
election of 1814 is given, and it may be a matter of interest to some readers to know who and how many were
the electors at that time in the township, or at least how
many cast votes. Just forty votes were cast this year,
and the names which .appear upon the record are the
following: Thomas Ramsey, George Hardy, Alexander
·.Mitchell, John Day, Richard Leeson, John Stevens, Andrew Frick, Abner Dooley, Nathan Sellers, James Crawford, Robert Rhea, Moses Dooley, Elisha Sutton, David
Stevens, George Crous, George Maxwell, James White,
William Custer, Phillip Largue, Thomas Harris, James
C. McCamey, Walter Buell, Charles Hand, Daniel Washam, John Spacht, William Crane, William Sellers, Alexander C. Lanier, James Crawford, ·Daniel McCoy,
William Salle, James Cuttler, John Hawkins, Jonathan
Lyons, Samuel Ward, Jonathan Deniston a~d John
Ward.

first election should be held at the house of Samuel
Hawkins, esq., in E.aton.
On June 5, 1815, Washington township was enlarged
to include all of the territory now in Gasper, Somers being curtailed to its present size. As then constituted,
Washington township was eighteen miles in length, and
contained one hundred and eight sqaare miles.
In 1817 this township- was diminished by the establishment of Monroe.
It was then twelve miles in
length, and contained seventy-two square miles.
Subsequently the township of Washington was reduced to its present limits by the establishment of Gasper. It is now eight miles in length from north to
south, and contains two tiers of sections, or twelve
square miles more of land than the other townships of
the county.
The first election held within the present territory of
Washington township was in 18o8, while it was an in·
tegral portion of Somers. The officers elected that
year and in the year following we give below. The annexed extract is from the township record:
•• Be it remembered that on the fourth day of April, in the year of
Christ, one thousand eight hundred and eight, the following persons
were returned as ha,·ing been duly elected as township officers in this
township, to-w1t: Daniel Heaton, clerk; Isaac Enoch, John Mills, and
.-\braham Heaton, trustees ; John Spacht and James Black, constables;
James Brannon, Dennis Pottenger, John Goldsmith and Henry Johnston, supervisors of the highway; William· Bruce, treasurer; :-otoses
Dooley and John Ward, overseers of the poor; Joseph C. Hawkins,
liSter; William Sellers. appraiser; George Harlan and Samuel Holliday,
fence ,. iewers.

Very little business was transacted the first year besides the division of the township into road districts and
ordering a township tax levy for the purpose of opening
and keeping in order the necessary roads; said levy to be
equal to that imposed for county purposes.
In 1809 the officers elected were as follows : Daniel
Heaton, clerk; David Sherer, Samuel Holliday, and
Samuel Pogue, constables; William Steele, William Sellers, and George Shidler, trustees; John Spacht, lister;
William Steele, appraiser; John Aukerman and John
Spacht, fence viewers; Moses Dooley and John . Ward,
overseers of the poor; Andrew House, treasurer; John
Banfill, Dewalt Bonebrake, Alexander C. Lanier, George
Harlan, and Silas Dooley,
Andrew House resigned the office of treasurer, and John
Spacht was appointed to fill the vacancy. Daniel Heaton resigned and William Shippin was appomted clerk in
his place. This year three justices of the peace were
also elected, viz.: Jacob Roman, James Crawford, and
George Shidler. David E. Hendricks was qualified as
justice of the peace January 25, 181o. The next justice
of the peace elected was Alexander Mitchell. His term,
and ~at of David E. Hendricks having expired, Moses
Dooley, and Joseph Wasson were elected in 1813 to fill
their places-James Butler was elected in 1814. Later
than this date the names of justices are not regularly
made a ma~ter of record, and rather than give a very incomplete hst we refrain from mentioning them. When
the election of all the minor officers is each year made a
matter of record, and considerable space taken to chronicle the fact that Little Berry Blackley is appointed con-
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EARLY SETTLEMENT OF WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP •
1

The first settlement in what is now Washington township was made in the year 1805. Several entries of
land were made the year previous, but no permanent
settlements were made until that year. In 18o4' there
were no buildings standing within the limits of the township. Entries had been made, but the owners of these
bad not yet arrived. In 1805 several settlers arrived
and proceeded to erect cabins. William Bruce, the
proprietor of Eaton, a .sketch of whose life and settlement will be found in the history of that city, is believed to have built the first house. In the same year,
t8os, John Goldsmith emigrated into the township and
settled on the northwestern quarter of section four,
township seven.
John Meroney, a North Carolinaan, came into the
county and settled on section thirty-four, in the same
year that Bruce built. Both Goldsmith and Meroney,
however, were later settlers than Bruce.
In the following year, 1 8o6, as many as twenty cabins
were built in different parts of the township. Several
entries had been made in the year previous, and their
owners came in t8o6. A few of those whose names
can be ascertained are yiven below.
George and Andrew Dooley emigrated from Kentucky in I 8o6, and came to Ohio. George entered land
in section eight, of township seven.
Joseph, William and Nathan Sellers, Kentuckyans,
settled either in section nine or ten, of township seven.
John Ward and his son Samuel came to Ohio from
New Jersey in 18o6, and settled in Washington township. Samuel entered land on the east side of Rocky
creek. His wife was Phrebe Sutton, originally from
New Jersey, who had moved to Pennsylvania, and from
there to Ohio. Nine children were born to him, of
whom four survive, viz: Elizabeth (Sellers), in Indiana;
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Jane (Pottenger), in Camden; Sarah (Bennett) and
Garvin, in Indiana.
Samuel Ward was third sheriff of this county, and
was at one time county treasurer. He moved to Indiana in I829, and died in Logansport, of that State, in
the year I856.
John Shipin settled in Eaton on what is now Main
street. His cabin was built near the banks of Devenmill, on the north side of the road.
In the following year, I8o7, Christian Shuey settled in
this township. The land he entered was in section twenty-seven, where the county infirmary now stands.
Robert and John Day emigrated from Maryland early
in I 8o8, and settled on section twenty-four.
Henry Whitesell, a North Carolinaan, came to Preble
in 1805, and settled in Twin township. After two years'
stay he moved to Eaton, where he lived for one year, and
finally, in I 8o8, he removed to section seventeen.
John Aukerman settled on the farm where Jacob (.;ideon now lives, east of Eaton, in I8o6. He was born in
Frederick cot1tlty, Maryland, and about the year 1789
re:noveq with his parents from Virginia to the vicinity of
Columbia, Hamilton county, Ohio. About ten years
afterwards the family settled in 1\-lontgomery county, near
Williamsburgh. There, in 18o1, John was married to
Mary Hole, and in I8o4 came to what is now Lanier
township, Preble county, and settle on the stream since
called Aukerman creek. He resided there two years,
and in I8o6 sold out to Samuel Teal, and moved to the
place before mentioned, near Eaton. Here he resided
more than sixty years and until his death in 1867. He
had the first "corn cracker mill," a hand concern, in this
vicinity, and farmers came for several miles around to
get their corn ground. Of his family of thirteen children, only three are now living, viz. : Frederick, in Darke
county; Solomon, in Indiana, and John on a part of the
old homestead, near Eaton. John was born on this
farm in I8I8. He has been twice married; first to Mary
Overholzer, and after her death to Hannah Wysong, who
is still living.
John J. Sherer was born in Pennsylvania in I 760. He
afterwards rnO\·ed to North Carolina, where he married
Catharine Smith, born in I 762. She died in the year
I826. Ten children were born to them, of whom Jesse
is the only survi\·or. John J. Sherer died in I845· Jesse
Sherer, sr., son of the above, was born in North Carolina in
the year I 799· He came to Ohio with his parents in
I8o6, and settled on section seven. In thc year I824 he
married Mary Jane, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth
Strader, born in I8o4. The Straders came to Oh10 in
I 8o9, and settled on section eighteen. In I 830 Mr.
Jesse Sherer moved to the farm he now owns, where he
entered one hundred and sixty acres. Mrs. Sherer died in
I873, leaving six children--Jacob, who lives in Washington township ; Elizabeth (Irick\ in Illinois ; .Mary Jane
(Pense), in Monroe township; David, in Jefferson township ; Amanda (Harshman), in Washington township, and
Jesse in Jackson township. Jesse Sherer owns thirty
acres in section six of Washington township. Jacob
Sherer, eldest son of Jesse, was born in I825. In 1847

he married Rosa Ann Gephart, who was born in Jackson
township in I827 . They have had ten children, four of
whom still survive. Mr. Sherer owns a fine farm of some
seven hundred acrts.
David Bloomfield came from Kentucky to Ohio in
I8o6, and settled in Butler county in the spring of that
year. After raismg one crop he left, and in the fall of
the same year settled in Preble county, on the farm now
owned by his son, Reuben. His wife was Rachel Barclay. He had seven children when he came to this
State. On his entrance into this county he entered one
hundred and fifty-four acres, in conjunction with James
Westerfield, whom he afterwards hought out, and, at the
time of his (Mr. Bloomfield's) death, he ~·as the sole
owner of the farm . Nine children were born to him, two
of whom survive, viz.: David, who is living in Illinois,
and Reuben. The latter was born in Preble county in
the year I8o9, and in I832 married Ann M., daughter of
Elihu Hopkins, born in I8o8. He had four children by
th is marriage-Sylvester B., Edmund M., John W., and
Ann (Plummer). His first wife died in I845, and in the
following year he married Amanda, daughter of Andrew
Harbison; she was born in I822. He had five children
by his second marriage, all of whom are now living. Mr.
Bloomfield owns a farm of one hundred and thirty-nine
acres. His three soQs were in the war of the Rehellion,
Sylvester and Edmund in the hundred days' service, and
John W. during the entire war.
Henry Duggins was born in 1787, and in I8o6 he
moved to Ohio. In I8I I he married Jane Sellers, born
in q8 1. He first settled in Gasper township, and afterwards came to Washington township, where he settled in
I8I I, the same year as his marriage. His brother, William A., came to Ohio in the same year that he did. Mr.
Henry Duggins had six children-Cornelius V., John F.,
Nathan, William, W. P., and Caroline (Miller), who lives
in Eaton. The first four of these are deceased. Corneliu:> V. was born in Preble county in 1812. In I834
he married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry M. Monfort,
of Eaton, born in I814. Five children were born to them,
fo ur of whom are still living. Mr. Duggins died in I849
on the old homestead where his wife now resides. He
left a farm of one hundred and sixteen acres. During
his lifetime he had a printing office in Eaton, w+tere the
Register office is now located. His son, John F., was in
the war, in the Seventy-fifth Ohio volunteer infantry, and
while in Florida was taken prisoner and sent to Andersonville, where he stayed for six months. W. P. Duggins
was born in I82o, and in I844 married Mary, daughter
of Alexander Lugar, born about I826. He has nine
children. His farm contains about sixty-five acres.
Benjamin Neal and wife, Mary (Sellers), came. from
Bourbon county, Kentucky, to this township in the year
I 8o6, and settled in section two of township seven.
After residing here for a few years, he moved to New
Lexington where he died in the year I8I8. His wife
survived him for more than forty years, dying in I 858 at
the age of eighty-seven. They had four children born
to them in Kentucky, viz : Sarah, Nathan, James and
Jane. Of these only Nathan and James survive. After
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-- - - -- - -- -· - - - ; --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - their arrival in this county, their family further was in1837 he married Rebecca Delawter, who had come to
creased by the births of Benjamin, John and Mary Ann.
Ohio from Maryland in 1822. He died in 1876, on the
Benjamin married Ann Kerlin, now living. He has been
farm where his widow and three children still live.
associate judge, and has held the office of postmaster at
He has eight children born to him.
John J.
1
Eaton since the year I 871.
Kayler, his youngest son, has purchased the principal
Some time before the War of 1812 Colonel Thomas
part of his father's estate. He is the owner of four hunWoolverton came to Ohio from Pennsylvania, and settled
dred acres. He was born in I 849, and in 187 5 married
near the Shidler farm . He was an officer in the Revolu- Sarah V. Dalrymple. They have one son, who is the
tionary war, and became a noted character in his neigh- 1 only great-grandson of the pioneer, John Kayler.
borhood. He is said to have been a large, blond man,
John Stephens carne to Preble county from Kentucky
whose weight was dose on four hundred. He lived and
in 18q. He was born in 1790. In 1810 he married
died in this township; Colonel William Woolverton and
Margaret Fisher, who was born in I 792. John Stephens
others in Jackson township are his descendants.
died in 1827. His wife is still living. He was the owner
Adam Fra"se was born in Preble county, Ohio, in the
of eighty acres in this township, one hundred and sixty
year 181o, and died in 1838. Remarried Sarah Williams,
in Gasper, and eighty in Camden. He had nine children,
born in Kentucky in I8o1, and who died in I872. Five
five of whom are living, namely : Thomas, living in Gaschildren were born them, three of whom are still living
per; John W., in Eaton; B. M. (Acton) and N. B. also
--Mary, Margaret and Jesse. The latter was born in
in Eaton; M. F., in Greenville. N. B. Stephens was
Preble county in 1830, and in 1857, married Melissa C.
born in 1825. In I858 he married Miss R. F. Conger,
Shaw, born in Knox county, Ohio, in 1839. Five chilborn in 1838. He is in the grocery business in Eaton,
dren have been born to them, of whom four are living.
and also owns one hundred and sixty-nine acres. John
Christian Siler came to Preble county before I 8 I 2,
Stephens, the pioneer, served during the War of 1812,
from Virginia. His wife was Margaret Groover. Ten
for two terms of six months.
children were born them, one only of whom is now livJohn Risinger moved from Pennsylvania to Kentucky
ing. Christian Siler, sr., the only surviving child of the
in I 798, and afterwards to Montgomery county. In x8I9
above, was born in 1794, and in 1822 he married
he settled in Preble county. His wife was Sarah Ann
Hannah, daughter of John Niecurn, an early settler of Pauley, a Pennsylvanian. His death occurred in LewisDixon township. She ·was born in the year I8oi. Eight
burgh, in the year 1857, having survived his wife one
children were born them, six of whom are now living.
year. Seven children were born to them, only two of
Mr. Siler owns a farm of eighty-one acres, about three
whom are living, namely : Ca :harine ( Horr), living in
miles east of Eaton, where he is living at the age of Lewisburgh, and Elizabeth (Sayler), in Indiana. His
eighty-six years.
.
son Abel was born in 1803, and in I825 married ElizaJohn Kincaid came to Ohio from Kentucky about
beth Sayler. He had six children, five of whom are now
1812. He was married in 1810 to Mary, daughter of living-- Sarah Ann (Taylor), in Washington township,
Melinda (Deem), in Eaton, Caroline (Shurkey), in WashEdmund Moody. "Ten children were born them, seven
ington township, Levi, in Eaton, and William in Washof whom are still living, viz.: Sarah (Gauger) lives in
ingtor. township. Mr. Risinger owned six hundred and
Somers township, Samuel in Israel, Cynthia (Runyon)
in California, John M. in Eaton, Mary Kesling in Win- sixty-five acres of land in this township. William Rischester, Finley in Kansas, and Barthenia (Fudge) in
inger was born in in 1826. In I844 he married Lucinda
Gratis. Mr. Kincaid served in the War of I8I2. His
Pense, born in 182 I . She was a daughter of Henry
son John M. was born in Gasper township in the year
Pense. Three children have been born to them. Mr.
1821, and in 186o married Sarah D., daughter of WilWilliam Risinger ownes a farm of four hundred acres.
liam and Saran Duggins. He has two children. Mr.
He was county commissioner for three terms, from 1861
to I87o. He has lived on his present farm since the
J. M. Kincaid owns a farm of two hundred and forty
year 1848.
acres, about a mile south of Eaton, which he purchased
William McGriff was born in 1793. He came to Ohio
in I863. He resides in Eaton.
in the year I82o and settled near Eaton. His wife, ElizJohn Kayler was born in Rockingham county, Virabeth Hole, was born in 1792, and died in I875· Fourginia, in I776. In 1799 he married Catharine Haynes,
teen children were born to them, of whom ten are still
born in q82. He emigrated to Ohio in 1814. He was
living, namely : James, Ellen, Lucretia, Mary, Effie Ann,
almost poverty stricken at the time of his arrival, but by
Matilda, Sarah, Margaret, Charles and John R. William,
dint of hard labor he acquired six hundred and forty
Elizabeth, Catharine and Hannah are deceased.
acres. He died in 1859. His wife survived him three
Levin T. McCabe came to Eaton in 1826, from Maryyears, dying in 1862. Three sons were born to themJohn Frederick, Benjamin and William. John Freder- land, where he was born in I807.
George Peters was born in Franklin county, Virginia,
ick was born in 18oi, and married Barbara Christman, a
in the year 18q, and in I828 he moved to Ohio and
Carolinaan. Two children were born them, Lydia Ann
(Clapsaddle) and John A The latter married a Miss settled in Gasper township on the farm now owned by
Blin. Fohn F. died in I849· William, youngest son of Aaron Brower. His wife, Sophia, daughter of William
Smith, was born in the year 1815; seven children were
John and Catharine Kayler, was born in 18o8. He was
born to him, all of whom are now living. Mr. Peters is
but six years of age when his parents came to Ohio. In
1

t8

138

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

the proprietor of a large tile factory, which burns about
fifty thousand tile a year.
Lewis Marker came to Preble county in the year 1839.
He was born in Maryland in the year 1807. His settlement was made in the southwe;tern part of Twin township, where he purchased two hundred and forty-seven
acres of land. His wife, Nancy Curtain, was born in the
year 1809. He has had eight children born to him.
He is now living on his farm, about two miles east of
Eaton, on the Eaton and Dayton pike. Ephraim Marker,
his :;on, was born in 1841 in Twin township. He married, in 1864, Rebecca J., daughter of John and Mary
Craig, born in 1843. Her parents came from Virginia
to Preble county in 1837, and settled in Washington
township. John Craig died in 187 3; his wife is still
living and resides with Ephraim Marker. Mr. Marker
came to Washington township in 1878. He has had
four children born to him; all of whom are living. He
has a farm of two hundred and three acres in Washington township, and twenty acres in Twin.
Ezra Creager was born in Montgomery county, Ohio,
November 13, 1813, his father having emigrated from
Maryland to that county the year previous. In 1834 he
married Delilah Ford, who was horn in Kentucky, July,
1814, and in March, 1837, moved to Preble and settled
on one hm:dred and twenty-five acres where he now
lives. He started in life poor, and his subsequent prosperity has been due to his industry and prudence. He
has raised a family of nine children, six boys and three
girls, and it is a somewhat singular circumstance that
death has not yet broken the family circle. The children are Elizabeth Ann (Risinger), residing in Eaton;
Lydia Ann (House), Mary Ann (Disher) and Levi A, in
Monroe township; John R., Catharine (Fudge), Angeline
(Risinger), and Joseph. F., in this township, and Sarah
Jane (Christman) in Iowa.
Joseph F. Creager was born in Washington township,
in 1847. He is the third son of Ezra and Delila C.
Creager, who were early settlers of Preble county. In
1870 he married Elizabeth Ann, daughter of Buckner
and Mary Ann Deem; by whom he had one child. He
has a farm of one hundred and three acres of land in
section ten, township eight, of Washington township,
about five miles north of Eaton.
Samuel Weist was born in Camden, in 1849, where his
parents now reside. In 1875 he was married to Elizabeth Lewellen, born in 1858. They have had no children. Mr. Weist lives on the farm in Washington township now owned by his father. His wife's parents reside
in Dixon township.
John Tyler Sloan was born in Preble county, in 1840,
and in 1871 married Hannah Woodring, who died soon
after her marriage, leaving no children. Mr. Sloan has
since remained a widower. He is a huckster by trade,
and is extensively engaged in buying butter, eggs, etc.,
which he ships to Cincinnati.
Jonathan Switzer was born in Virginia, in the year
1808. He afterwards came to Ohio, and in 1839 married Nancy H. Dooley. Four children were born to him
by his first marriage, three of whom are still living. His

wife dying in 1849, he married in 1852, Susan, daughter
of John Fisher, born in 1820. By this marriage he had
four children, all of whom are living. Mr. Switzer has a
farm of one hundred and thirty acres in this township,
which he purchased in 1861. He has held several
offices in the township. His son, George H., was in the
war of the Rebellion, during the hundred days service.
Marks Deem, son of W. T. and Susan Deem, was
horn in 1846. He married Alvina Flora, who was born
in 1851, and whose parents were old settlers of Jackson
township. To Mr. and Mrs. Deem have been born two
children, both living. Mr. Deem owns fifty acres of
land and resides about three and a half miles west of
Eaton, in Washington township.
M. B. Keely came to Preble county about 1830, from
Butler county. His wife, Nancy S., was from Campbell
county, Kentucky. Nine children were born to them,
seven of whom are still living: Sarah H. (Winters), in
Eaton, J. C.; in Washington township; Jeremiah D., in
Gasper; Francis M., in Dixon; Nancy S. (Campbell), in
Gasper; George H., in Eaton, and Mary A. (White), in
Gasper.
J. C. Keely was born in the year 1833. His
wife was Barbara Jane, daughter of Jonas Crumbaker,
born in 1836, and whom he married in 1856. They
have no children. Mr. Keely owns a farm of one hundred and fifty-nine acres.
Robert Myler was borr in Virginia in 1799, and came
to Ohio in 1835, where he settled on section nine, township seven, of Washington township. When he came to
Preble county his only possessions were a pair of horses.
He entered the service of John Gardner as a teamster,
and by saving what he could out of his wages of three
dollars a day, he finally was able to purchase a farm. In
1825 he married Deby Athens, who was born in Maryland in I 8oo. Five children were born them, four of
whom are now living in Preble county. His farm contains over sixty-three acres, and is situated two miles
southwest of Eaton.
John 1., son of William and Mary Bailey, was born in
Pennsylvania, in the year 1807, and from that State
emigrated with his parents to Ohio. In 1840 they
moved from Perry county to Preble county. In 1843
he married Marry Ann Lehmer, daughter of Henry and
Catharine Lehmer, natives of Pennsylvania, both of
whom are deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Bailey were born
ten children, nine of whom are still living. Mrs. Bailey
is the owner of over one hundred and sixty acres in section nine, of Washington township. She is now a widow,
her husband's death occurring in 18-.
Arthur Riggs, son of E. and Jane (Homan) Riggs,
was born in Warren county in 1833, and in 1844 moved
to Preble county, where he settled on section twentyone, of Washington township. His wife was Eliza,
daughter of Jacob and Julia Chrisman, early settlers of
Preble county. Two children have been born them,
both of whom are now living. He owns a farm of one
hundred and thirty one acres on section six, township
seven, of Washington township, about two and a half
miles west of Eaton.
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Jacob Franklin Ridenour was born in Union county,
Indiana, in I84I, and in 18;42 came to Preble county
with his parents, who located near College corner. In
1861 he enlisted in the Eighty-first Ohio volunteer infantry, and ser-Ved until 1864, at which time he was discharged, on account of a wound in the left arm, received
while in Georgia in I864- His arm was amputated, and
he left for home. In 1866 he was married to Miss Mary
Ann Cotterman, who was born in this county in 1847.
Elmer Ellsworth and Franklin Otto are their children's
narpes. Mr. Ridenour owns sixty-six acres of land in
section twenty-one.
Charles Collins was born in Wales in the year 1793·
In I812 he came to America and settled in Washington
county, Ohio. In I 841 he moved to Preble county and
settled in Dixon township. His wife was Mary Gavin,
born in Ireland, who came to America with her parents
in 1812, and settled in Butler county, Ohio. Four children were born them, all of whom are living in Preble
county. Mr. and Mrs. Collins are both dead. H•.! died
in I88o, having outlived his wife three years.
Absalom G. Collins was born in the year 1835, and in
1869 he manied Martha Harvey, who was born in 1848.
In the year I 866 Mr. Collins served a term as township
assessor of Dixon. During the war of the Rebellion he
served two years in Ohio volunteer infantry and one in
the cavalry. He was wounded in action in the right leg.
He owns a farm of eighty-six and a half acres, in section
twenty-nine of Washington township.
John Halderman, now restding in Eaton, came to
Preble (then Montgomery) county with his parents from
Virginia in 18o6. The family settled in Lanier township, in section thirty-two, and a sketch of their settlement may be found in the history of that township. Mr.
Halderman was born in Virginia in I8os, and consequently was only about one year old when his parents removed to this county, which was then inhabited principally
by Indians and wild animals. He married, in 1829, Jemima, daughter of Jacob Shidler, who settled about fourteen miles north of Eaton about the same time as the
Haldermans. Mrs. Halderman was born in 18u, and is
the only survivor of twelve children. Of ten children
born to Mr. and Mrs. Halderman, only three are living,
viz.: Furguson, in Wabash county, Indiana; Mrs. Emanuel Lick, in Fayette county, Indiana; and Mrs. Dayton
Kelley, on the old farm in this township.
Henry Young moved from Maryland to Ohio about
the year 18o5, and settled on Aukerman's creek. His
wife was Elizabeth Woods. His death occurred m 1844.
Eight children were born to him, of whom two only survive, viz.: Henry, living in Gasper township, and Mary
(Hickman), in Lanier. His son, Adam Young died
about the year 1865. He was born in 1803, and married Catharine Brubaker. Seven children were born to
them, of whom six are living. Levi Young his son, was
born in 1824, and in 1843 manied Huldah Barnhart.
He had eleven children, ten of whom survive. Mr.
Young owns three hundred and forty acres, part of which
lies in this county, and part in Indiana. He moved to
his present farm, about three miles northeast of Eaton,
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soon after his maniage, and has resided there for thirtytwo years.
CHURCHES IN WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP.

The earliest church of which we have any information
was one located in the Shidler neighborhood, in 1823,
by the Christian denomination, but made a free church,
because assistance was solicited and received from people of all faiths and people of none. An interesting relic
of this church has been preserved, and we here present
it. It is a subscription paper circulated to secure the
completion of the church edifice, and reads as follows:
"We. the undersigned subscribers. obligate ourselves to pay David
V. Stephens the sum annexed to our names. in wheat, rye, com, and
pork, if paid by the tenth of J anu,ary next ; or in good sugar, to be paid
after sugar-making, at the cash price, delivered in Eaton; or in good
whiskey, to be paid by the first of February next, at cash price, delivered at the place above mentioned, in payment to aid said Stephens
for a job of joiner work done by him, amounting to twenty-live dollars,
in a meeting house on a certain lot of land obtained from George Shidler and Thomas Wooh·erton. Said house to be free for all Christians
to worship God in,-December J, 1823:
Ah·y Swain, seventy-live cents, paid.
Silas Frame, one dollar.
Joseph Snodgrass, fifty pounds of pork.
James Frame, sugar, fifty cents.
John Bloomfield, one dollar.
Daniel Melling, sugar, seventy-live cent5.
Jesse Long, twenty-live cents.
Tobia Whitesell, twenty-live cents.
James Melline-. twenty-five cents in sugar.
Daniel Strader, one dollar.
George Hoffie, thirty-seven and a half cent5.
George Laird, sr., eighteen and three-fourth cents.
Adam Whitesell, thirty-seven and a half cents.
Nathan Meroney, eighteen and three-fourth cents, paid in cash.
John Meroney, two bushels of wheat.
John C. McManus, sixty-two and a half cents.
John Caughey, live bushels of com.
Meneck Tafree, three bushels of com.
Thomas Tomlinson, one dollar in sugar.
Conrad Bonebrake, twenty-live cents in sugar.
Peter Bonebrake, one bushel of com.
George Thompson, twenty-five cents.
David Brower, two dollars and thirty-four cents.
John Frame, two dollars and thirty-four cents."

Although whiskey was one of the articles which the
paper stated would be received, it will be observed that
not one of the subscriptions was paid with it. Some
progress has been made since those days, for now no
church would agree to take whiskey in payment for subscriptions or other obligations.
The active men in this church were Jacob Spacht,
after whom the building was called "the Spacht meeting
house;" George Shidler, and Thomas Woolverton.
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH.

This church, located about five miles north of Eaton,
was organized by Rev. Lewis Morgan, in the year 1819.
A small log cabin answered the needs of the congregation a portion of the time for some years. Services seem,
however, to have been more frequently held in private
houses and barns than in this little cabin. The first trustees were John Kayler and Henry Kisling, both of
whom have gone to their heavenly reward There is no
account of the organization having any other church officers than the two named above. Neither have we any
account of the length of time this little band of believers
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was served by Rev. Morgan, but after his resignation, services were occasionally held by Revs. Man and Espich,
both of whom, of course, were Luth-eran ministers.
The next regular supply we meet with is in the person
of Rev. Jacob Gruber, who, to the best of our knowledge, is yet living on his farm near Ottawa, in the State
of Illinois. He took charge of Zion congregation about
the year 1829, and closed his pastoral duties in the year
1855, since which time it has been under the care of the
present encumbent, Rev. George Baughman, with the exception of two years and five months, namely, from July
I86t, to December, I863, during which time it was served
by Rev. George W. Busby.
In I 840, during the pastorate of Rev. Jacob Gruber, this congregation erected a small brick church, then
considered a large one, being, in the order of time, the
third brick church in the county. On the second day of
October, I 87 5, the congregation resolved to supplant it
by the erection of the present large and commodious
church building.
The church was completed the following year, and
dedicated to the service of the Triune God on the
twentieth of May.
The congregation numbers some over one hundred
communicants. Its standing, financially, is good. G.
Baughman, pastor.
The German Baptist church in the western part of this
township was built in I868. It is popularly known as
the Beech Grove church. No facts concerning its first
organization can be ascertained.
CEMETERIES.

Besides the cemetery at Eaton there are three burial
places in the township, some of which are under the
charge of the trustees, and are open to the public. They
are named and located as follows: The Sherer cemetery
which was used as early as the year I8Io or I812, is
located near the center of section seven in township
eight. It is in charge of the township trustees. Zion
cemetery is situated near the Lutheran church of that
name, in section eleven. It is under the charge of the
Lutheran church, and is used by that body exclusively,
unless special permission is given for burial. The Bonebrake cemetery, which is under the charge of the township trustees, is located in the northwestern quarter of
section nineteen. It is open to the public.
The first burials in the township are currently reported
to be somewhere in the northeastern part of the town
of Eaton. At an early date some interments were made
there. These were forgotten ~s the town increased until
at present only a few of the oldest citizens can recollect
anything about them. The names of the persons buried
there cannot be obtained, and even the exact locality is a
matter of doubt. It is supposed that they were two children of some early settler, whose absence from the township caused the name to be forgotten.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
WILLIAM BRUCE, THE FOUNDER OF EATON.
A high type of pioneer life and character was exemplified in William Bruce, the founder of Eaton. He was
of Scotch descent, and in him were preserved many of
the distinguishing and admirable traits of the people to
whom he belonged. His father and five brothers, Highlanders, came to America during the Scottir.h rebellion of
1746, and located upon the waters of the Potomac in
Virginia. Here the subject of our sketch was born on
the twentieth of September, I 762. When he was nine
years of age his father removed to Redstone, Pennsylvania, near Fort Pitt (now Pittsburgh). Young William
Bruce sought employment and was engaged while a mere
boy as packer of goods across the mountains. In this
vigorous and perilous occupation he developed that physical vigor and fearlessness as well as the sturdiness of
character which fitted him for the life he was to lead.
When of age Bruce abandoned the toilsome vocation at
which he had for several years labored, and, with a
brother-in-law, emigrated to Kentucky, where he settled
in the famous Cane Ridge locality, included in the civil
division of territory now known as Bourbon county. In
Kentucky William Bruce married, about 1791, Frances
Lewis, born in I7 71. They emigrated in 1793 to Warren county, Ohio, and for six years lived near Shakertown.
They then moved into Butler county, and from there to
MontJOmery county, from which locality they moved to
£aton, their permanent place of residence, in June, I8o6.
Prior to this time Mr. Bruce had prospected for lands
along Seven Mile, and, doubtless, had then conceived the
idea of founding a town, for he purchased three sections,
or nearly two thousand acres of land, including the sit~
of Eaton. the "Old Garrison," and all of the ground between, being led to this measure, very likely, because of
the general attractions of the lands and the particularly
fine mill site which the falls of the creek afforded.
Mr. Bruce built a cabin on the hill south of the site of
Eaton, laid out the town, and built a saw- and grist-mill,
which proved of great convenience to the settlers in the
surrounding country. The village fast gained population
under the proprietor's generous scheme of management,
and, in a few years, almost entirely through his influence,
it excelled in good morals and in true prosperity many of
its young rivals which had better natural advantages. 1\fr.
Bruce made liberal donations of land for public buildings, churches and schools, and also gave lots to a number of settlers, besides encouraging the worthy poor by
various other methods. It is related of him that he seldom took any "toll" for grinding the poor man's grist,
and that he frequently gave outright to those who needed
it, quantities of flour, meal, and the other simple provisions which were in use among the pioneers and early
settlers. He was a very humane man, kind-hearted and,
if such thing is possible, generous to a fault. His life
was a long and constant exercise of a very unusual energy, and his labors redounded as much to the good of the
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- -- - - - - - - - - - ---- - - - - - - - -- - -- - -·- - - - ·- -- general public as to himself or immediate family. With
Levin T. McCabe; George, born July 27, x8o2, married
Dove Regan; John L, born November 4, 1804, died
all his earnestness of purpose, his unswerving devotion to
unmarried; Washington, born in I 8o9, married Sarahthe right and scrupulous regard for morality, he was original in his ideas, and refused to be governed by popular
Redmond; James and Alexander, twins, were born April
opinion-a trait of independence which gained for him
15, x8xs. The latter diea in infancy, and the former is
now living in Washington township.
in some quarters the reputation of being eccentric, and
Charles Bruce was the father of nine children:
in others created positive ill-wilL
He was once a member of the Christian or "New
George, a physician, in Winchester, Indiana; Jerusha
Light" church, and a very consistent one indeed, with the
(Morgan) in Eaton; William, deceased; William C., in
exception that he could not be persuaded from the idea
Eaton; Melvina (Avery) in Indiana; Mary (Danford) in
that it was not wrong to grind corn on Sunday for the
Eaton; Josephine (Williams) in Indiana; Julia (Minor)
poor, and in some cases absolutely destitute settlers.
deceased; and John H., physician in Eaton.
Hardin Bruce had several children by his first wife, of
Being remonstrated with by some members of the church
he withdrew from their fellowship. His creed was that
whom Margaret A. (Redmond) in Cincinnati, is the only
the great practical good to be obtained was superior to
one living. By his second wife his children were: John,
the harm of nominally infringing a law of the church,
Ervin, Mary (Deem), Frances (Deem), Catharine, Emma
and he continued to run his mill down by Seven Mile on
and Laura, all resident in Eaton.
Sundays as well as week days, when there was necessity
Mary Bruce, wife of James Holliday, had four chilfor so doing, and the water was high enough. This cirdren by her first husband) viz: Sarah, deceased; Carocumstance served well as an illustration of the character
line, wife of the late W. H. H. B. Minor, M. D; and
of William Bruce. He was a plain matter-of-fact man, a
Frances, wife of Alfred Denny, both resident in Eaton;
utilitarian, very decided in his views, and direct in givand James P., deceased.
ing them expression. He wished to infringe upon the
George Bruce had three sons: William, deceased;
rights of no man, and would allow no man to infringe
John W., and James, in Indiana.
upon his. He preferred to do good in his own way, and
Washington had one son, Charles W.
always unostentatiously. His donations were usually accompanied by some provision enjoining the recipient to
perform some work for himself, and thus he secured to
DAVID E. HENDRICKS.
the community and individuals the fullest benefit, both
directly and indirectly, of his benevolence.
Captain David English Hendricks, the first permanent
Mr. Bruce's sterling traits of character gained and
settler of Eaton and the builder of the second house in
maintained for him the universal and unqualified respect
the village, which is still remaining, had a large experiof the people, a fact that was evidenced when he was
ence of frontier life, and the story of his career even
made the first treasurer of Preble county, and in later
told as briefly as is necessary in such a work, as this can
years by the number of private trusts reposed in him.
not fail to be of interest to those of that fast narrowing
The subject of our sketch was a jovial man, of high
circle who remember him, and to all of the younger
spirits, enjoyed life, and was very fond of association
generation who have respect (and who among them has
He was good humored, fond of
with his fellow-men.
not?) for the brave and self-sacrificing pioneers.
conversation, and a man of far more than ordinary mind.
Captain Hendricks was born at Middletown Point,
His personal appearance was prepossessing, at once
Monmouth county! New Jersey, June 15, 1765. His
commanding and benign.
father, grandfather and several others of the family,
Mr. Bruce died in 1832, and was buried in Mound
emigrated from Holland to the British colonies in
cemetery, where an appropriate monument, formed in
America early in the eighteenth centry, and through
part of the grinding stones of the old mill, marks his
energy and foresight acquired property and position in
resting place.
their adopted home. At the time the Revolutionary
Mrs. Bruce's death occurred prior to that of her huswar broke out, the father of the subject of this sketch, a
band, in 1827.
large shipper and extensively engaged in mercantile purThis pair of pioneers were the parents of nine chiltuits, had become quite wealthy, and for the purpose of
dren, nearly all of whom grew to maturity and reared
saving his property from confiscation, took sides with the
families, whose members have, as a precious legacy, the
British, though two of his brothers espoused the cause
good name and fame of the patriarch William Bruce. All
of the revolting colonists. Young Hendricks' mother
but three are now deceased, viz: George, who for the
dying about this time, he was temporarily under the care
past fifty-three years has lived in Imlianapolis; Washingof these uncles, and so strongly did he become imbued
ton and James, residents of Preble county. The eldest
with the American feeling, that he refused afterward to
of the family, Hannah, married Jacob Spacht; Charles,
join his father in resisting the rebellion. This conduct
on the part of the boy so incensed his father that he
the second child, born January 15, 1796, married Eliza
threatened to disinherit him, but he still persisted in his
Lease; Hardin was born July 1, 1798. He married for
his first wife Jane Cook, and for his second Susannah
conviction of right and justice. When, after the battle
Danforth (Swihort). Mary (familiarly called Polly) was
of Trenton, the cause of the patriots began to brighten,
first married to James Holliday, and after his death, to
many of the tories, at that time called refugees, sought
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safety in Canada and Nova Scotia. To the latter country went the father of David E. Hendricks, accompanied
by two of his sons. David refused to accompany him
in his exile, and remained true to the cause of the revolutionists to the end of his life. When his father departed he left a large landed and personal estate in New
Jersey, which was confiscated by the Colonial government. His patriotic uncles had spent their means in the
cause of the colonies, and when the war was ended
David found himself a penniless boy, with no prospect
of success save through his own exertions. A few years
later, led by love of adventure, and longing to take a
part in the stirring affairs of the day, to have a hand in
quelling the evil feeling in the west, which resulted
largely from the action of British emmissaries in keeping alive among the Indians that hatred which had
grown out of the war, young Hendricks made his way
to Pittsburgh. There he met, and became well acquainted with Lewis Wetzel, the famous borderer and
Indian fighter. He descended the Ohio with him and
came to the American settlement at Marietta in the first
or second year of its existence, q88 or 1789. There
he met Generals McMahon and Josiah Harmer and
many others, who were either already celebrated or
destined to be, as frontiersmen and pioneers. Although
still quite young, David E. Hendricks was well advanced physically, was active and at once began to perform valuable services as ranger and spy. He was with
Generals Harmer and Arthur St. Clair in their disastrous campaign, and afterwards with "Mad Anthony
Wayne," who already crowned with the laurels won in
the east in the struggle against the British was still fresh
and eager for further glories in the western border.
It was late in the fall of I 792, when, after consolidating at Fort Washington (or Cincinnati), the army took
up its march northward into the Indian country. Hendricks was a volunteer in this expedition, which was destined to avenge St. Clair and to secure a lasting peace. He
was at Fort Hamilton (on site of Hamilton, Butler county), under Major Rudolph, when the deserters were hung,
and afterwards was with the advance when Fort Greenville (Danube county), was built. While stationed at
this fort, during the winter of I793-94, General Wayne
desired to send an important despatch to Fort Washington, which was about seventy.five miles distant. It was
necessary that the service should be performed immediately and with all possible haste. General Wayne requested that some man should volunteer for the dangerous
duty. There was not a man in the ranks who did not
know that the country was full of hostile Indians; that
the chances of capture overbalanced those of getting
safely through, and that whoever undertook the mission
did it at the peril of his life. For a time it seemed as if
no one could be found who was willing to assume the
terrible risk. Finally, however, young Hendricks stepped
forward and volunteered his services. His offer was accepted. The best horse in the fort was brought out, and
after he had received the message to be conveyed, our
hero mounted and galloped away, General Wayne calling
after him, "God bless you and preserve you on your

way," and rounds of enthusiastic cheers going up from
the soldiers of the entire command. Day was just
breaking as the young soldier left the fort, and before
the sun had gone down he had arrived at Fort Washington and delivered his important dispatch. In those
portions of the woods where there was little or no
undergrowth, and the danger was supposed not to
be so great as elsewhere, he followed the trail or
"trace" as it was technically called, by which the army
had marched through the wilderness, but in localities
more exposed he picked his way through the woods,
avoiding the beaten path. The weather was very cold
and he suffered much while on his ride-among other
discomforts frosting his feet so severely that they troubled
him at intervals all of his life. The young man was promoted to the rank of corporal for the service he had
rendered, and shortly after rejoining the army, on its
march from Fort Greenville into the Indian country, he was
attached to the dragoons. He acted as a spy, or scout,
and was almost constantly in advance of the main body
of the army. In the battle of Fallen Timbers, or Maumee Rapids, he took a prominent part, and acquitted
himself with so much gallantry as to secure the very
highest praise of his superiors. Mr. Hendricks was present at the making of the treaty of Greenville in I 795,
and at its conclusion received an honorable discharge
from his old and honored commander.
Elsewhere in this volume a full account of Wayne's
campaign is given, and considerable space is devoted to
the narration of the fall of Lowery and his men in
October, I 793, at a spring near where Zion church now
stands. When the survivors of this battle reached Fort
St. Clair, a party of soldiers were at once detailed to
pursue the Indians. The subject of this biography was
one of this company. They soon struck the Indian
trail, but the wily warriors knowing that they would be
pursued, had separated near the headwaters of the White
river, and beyond that point the soldiers did not attempt
to follow them.
After the treaty of Fort Greenville Mr. Hendricks returned to Fort Hamilton, settling there with the intention
of making it his permanent home in the fall of 1795·
About a year later-September Io, 1796-he married
Rossanna Stackhouse, by whom he had a large family
of children, several of whom still survive. He built a
log cabin in Hamilton, which was one of the first there.
Afterwards he bought a farm, and made a clearing on
what is now known as Millikin's island It was while
living here, and when one day searching for a horse which
had strayed away that he came suddenly upon a party of
Indians, encamped just south of the site of Eaton. He
was at first much alarmed, but as the Indians had seen
him, he went toward them in an unconcerned manner,
and the chief whom he afterward found to be the celebrated Tecumseh, received him kindly, and wholly allayed his apprehensions. He dined at the camp, and
soon after, started out to renew the search for his horse,
securing from the Indians some information which assisted him. During the afternoon he killed a bear on
the land now known as the Silas Dooley farm, from which

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

143

----------------------------------~------------------------------- --

he had a good supper. As darkness came on, he put out
his fire, and walking some distance away from it, secreted
himself, and went to sleep. The next morning he found
the estray horse grazing in a little opening in the woods,
and rode it home.
He resided for some years at the Millikin's island location, intending, as soon as the land was surveyed into
sections, to settle in the valley of Seven Mile, about
where the village of Camden now is. As soon as this
was accomplished, and the lands were put in the market,
he bought three quarter sections, includiug the eastern
part of the present town site of Camden, and moved
there in 1803. Here he remained until William Bruce
laid out the town of Eaton. As soon as laid out, this
point began to be talked of as the prospective countyseat for a new county to be erected from Montgomery.
On this account chiefly Mr. Hendricks determined to
locale there, and did so in the spring of 18o6. He built
the second house upon the town plan, the one in which
S. H. Hubbell now resides, and in it kept the first tavern
in Eaton.
In 1812 the subject of this sketch, actuated by his old
time patriotism, and true to his early inclinations toward
• activity and adventure, raised a company of skilled frontiersmen, of which organization he was appointed captain. His company was divided during the war that ensued, one detachment being stationed at St. Mary's and
the other at Lorramie's ·station, which had years before
been a French trading post. The object was tl'l so distribute this company and others as to protect the infant
settlements from the apprehended attacks of the predatory northern Indians, who adhered to the British. After
serving what was called a "full tour of duty" the company returned to Preble county.
The remainder of Captain Hendricks' life was passed
quietly in the pursuit of business, most of the time at
Eaton. He died at the home of his son, George D.
Hendricks, at Eaton, on the eighteenth of September,
1845, and his remains were followed to their last resting
place, in Mound Hill cemetery, by a large proportion of
the town's population.
Captain Hendricks was a hero of two wars, a pioneer
who passed through the most rigid trials that beset the
rugged pathway of life. All honor to him and to the
noble class of which he was so high a type!
In his personal character our subject was blameless so
far as integrity of action and conscientious devotion to
principle was concerned, and he was a man of the utmost
kindness of heart But, withal, it must be said that he
was as bitter an enemy in some cases as he was a warm
friend in others. He was very positive in his likes and
dislikes, was fearless, independent and outspoken. Physically he was of medium height, compactly built, very
strong, as straight as an arrow, and of fine and dignified
bearing.

COLONEL GEORGE D. HENDRICKS,
son of David E. Hendricks, was for many years prominently identified with the interests of Preble county,
both as a public man and in a private business capacity.
He \Vas born within the present town site of Camden, on
the third of October, 18os, and came with his father to
Eaton as a babe in arms. As he grew up he acquired,
for the time, a good education, which he constantly improved by reading and observation, until he was, without
doubt, as well an informed man as there was in the
county. During the early years of his manhood he
taught school, lectured on English grammar, gave instruction in writing and, at the same time, kept up a diligent course of self-improvement By a process of natural selection he entered the field of politics, for which he
was well fitted by the variety of his knowledge, his unlimited understanding of human nature, and the possession of nearly all of those qualities which combine to
render a man popular. He was first elected auditor of
the county, then representative, and finally State senator.
He was also chosen as sheriff of the county, and after he
had in a measure retired from public life, he was appoint~d postmaster, and once elected justice of the
peace. His military title was gained in the service of the
United States, while he was assisting in dissevering
Texas from Mexico. He fought side by side with
General Samuel Houston, and Colonel Sidney Johnson,
and gained the highest credit for bravery and good judgment. When not engaged in politics Colonel Hendricks
followed agriculture and dealing in lands. He seemed
to have remarkable foresight in conducting the latter
business, and had at one time acquired a large property,
and was, in fact, considered as quite wealthy. But
through the unsuspecting qualities of his nature, and his
desire to constantly assist others, he was financially
ruined. The payment of security debts reduced his
large means to a mere pittance, and in his old age
he was obliged, or, at least, considered it necessary, to begin anew, and did so, opening a land agency
in the west, which he has conducted with much of the
energy and activity which were characteristic of him in
his earlier years. He has succeeded, we learn, in establishing a good business.
Colonel Hendricks is in many ways a very remarkable
and admirable man. He has always been noted for his
strong will and the cheery elasticity of nature with which
he recovers from misfortune and bears up under adverse
circumstances which would make most men despondent.
He is naturally of a fine disposition, inclined to look
upon the bright side of life, and is noted for the encouragement which he has lent others by the sturdy healthfulness of his own nature. He has always been noted
for his practical benevolence and has done a vast deal of
good by bestowing such gifts as were within his power
upon the worthy poor, as well as by encouraging the improvement and progress of individuals by his words.
Socially he has been looked upon as a model of geniality and good humor, and being a fine conversationalist,
has ever been a favorite and one of the leading spirits in
whatever circle he mingled.
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Colonel Hendricks was married September 4, 1839, to
Miss Almira Harbaugh. The offspring of this union
were ten children, six of whom, with the parents, are
now living.

goods for the store was hauled from Cincinnati, then a
small village, by John Goldsmith, who was gone upon
1
the trip from eight to ten days. This second stock of
goods, about all that could be drawn over the primitive
' road through the woods by a four.horse team, cost not
far from one thousand dollars. Van Ausdal was energetic
CORNELIUS VAN AUSDAL,
and industrious as well as shrewd. He made a reputation for strict integrity, and soon became very prosperthe pioneer merchant of Eaton. The subject of this
ous. He adopted his method of doing business to the
biography was the first merchant in Eaton, and his caneeds of his patrons. There was very little money in
reer as a business man extended through the period from
the county, and he was accustomed to receive in ex18o6 to the time of his death in 1870. Beginning with
change, and on account, the various products of the
a small stock of goods in a cabin situated in the woods,
county, such as surs, skins, beeswax, maple sugar, genwith the scattered pioneers of a large section of country,
sing and pearlash. With these articles, or the money
and roaming Indians for his patrons, he continued his
which they brought, he purchased more goods, and as
mercantile career, through all of the varying conditions
the settlement of the county increased, he enlarged his
of development, down to the present era of multiplied
trade, until within a few years he was considered one of
advantages and enlarged scope. His long life linked the
the heaviest business men in southwestern Ohio. His
era of western beginnings with that in which the full and
reputation won for him more than a mere local business,
grand results of pioneer labors were flourishing in fruiand for many years he carried on a wholesale as well as
tion.
retail trade. During the early part of his career as a
Cornelius. Van Ausdal was born in Berkelt:y county, Virmerchant, Mr. Van Ausdal dealt largely with the Indians
ginia, on the second day of October, 1783. About the
who dwelt in or roamed around southwestern Ohio, and
time that he attained his majority he came west and spent
that part of Indiana adjoining.
Among them was
the winter with his brother Peter, who had shortly before
Tecumseh, the famous Shawnee war chief, with whom the
settled in the wilderness, within the present limits of Lastore-keeper was as intimately acquainted as any white
nier township. The young man was fascinated with the
man in the county. In his old age he frequently related
wildness and independence of western life, and saw an
anecdotes of this character more famous than any other
opportunity to make a successful start in this region.
among the redmen. In 181o Mr. Van Ausdal was apThe severity of the labor necessary to establish oneself in
pointed United States deputy marshal, and in that
the new country, the danger to be encountered, and the
capacity took the first census of Preble county. In the
difficulties which must be overcome, did not deter him
War of 1812 he was a paymaster of the army and a
from deciding to return to Ohio and make it his pennalarge amount of public money was disbursed by him.
nent home. With this object in view he returned east in
He faithfully discharged his duty, and upon the close of
the spring of 18o5, and brought into exercise, probably
the war when his accounts were examined at Washington,
for the first time in his life, that business tact which was
to ensure his success. He bought a quantity of furs and
they were allowed without delay or expense. In the year
skins, and packing them upon horses, through the
1819 he was elected to the legislature, and represented
his county to the utmost satisfaction of his constituents.
sparsely settled region of southern Ohio, and across the
About this time Mr. Van Ausdal owned The !¥estern Te/mountains, sold them in Baltimore. Returning to his
home in Virginia he obtained his father's sanction of his
egraplz, a weekly paper published at Eaton, which he
plans, and taking a load of wheat sold that too in Balti- afterward sold to William Tizzard, with whom he became
acquainted at Columbus, and induced to settle in Eaton,
more, and so increased his means to such a sum as was
necessary to carry out his plans. He bought with his
and purchased the paper. A strong, personal friendship
money a wagon load of plain, substantial goods, the few
sprang up between these men, which was only severed by
homely staples of pioneer life, and slowly made his way
death. In 182 2 the pioneer marchant erected the large
west again. This was in the early summer of 18o6.
brick building on the northwest corner of Main and BarThe town of Eaton was then being laid out by William
ron streets, which he occupied up to the time of his
Bruce, and was already talked of as the prospective
death, and which is now the home and business place of
seat of the county, which must some day be erected from
his son.
the western portion of Montgomery. Young Van Ausdal
Mr. Van Ausdal's energy was not confined to one
had customers before he could open a store, and sold
branch of business, large though that branch was made.
them goods, directly from the Canastoga wagon in which
He was engaged in various enterprises and was a broad,
they were transported from the seaboard.
public-spirited man who was constantly seeking to benefit
He opened the first store in the town in a small log
the community as well as himself. Benevolence was a
cabin which stood on the ground now occupied by the
very large component part in his composition. ln. the
Reichel house, and about a year later removed to the
early years of the settlement he often used his means to
south side of East lVIain street and located upon a lot
save a poor man's home, advancing money to meet paywhich is now included in the court house grounds, and
ments due the Government, and which if not met would
which was purchased by the county commissioners some
imperil possession. He usually allowed the beneficiary
years ago from Daniel Stetler. The second load of to repay him in produce of some kind, and alway:; gave
1
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- - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - ample time for the satisfaction of the claim. In such
COLONEL SAMUEL HAWKINS.
cases he never exacted a mortgage upon the property,
Colonel Samuel Hawkins, soldier in the Indian wars
and so correct was his knowledge of human nature that
and in the War of 1812, and one of the foremost piohe was seldom ever deceived by extending his generosity
neers of Preble county, was born in the year 1762, in
in that way to one unworthy. In the sale of goods he
Botetourt county, Virginia. At the age of sixteen
credited largely, and, undoubtedly, lost thousands of dolyears he enlisted in the Revolutionary army, and continlars by his generous impulses, but still he made money
ued in the service until the close of the war. He marall of the time, and doubtless solaced himself with the
ried Christian Worthington, the sister of a companionreflection that he could alford an occasional loss for the
at-arms, and without returning to his home joined a
sake of assisting the needy. To a young man in whom
company of emigrants, and removed to the territory of
he had confidence, struggling in a laudable pursuit, he
Kentucky, and settled in Bourbon county. There he
would often extend aid, when the only channel through
lived the life of a pioneer, toiling hard amidst all of the
which he could possibly be reimbursed was the success
discomforts and dangers of the frontier; hunting occaof the enterprise which he assisted, at some uncertain
sionally, and sometimes fighting Indians. He was with
time in the future. It has been said of him by one who
Colonel Logan's detachment on the way to the Blue
has had ample means of knowing whereof he affirms, that
Licks to cooperate with Todd, Triggs and McGary, but
Mr. Van Ausdal forced fewer collections by distress than
unfortunately the battle was precipitated before the
any merchant in the west in proportion to the magnitude
arrival of Logan's command, and theirs was the melanof his business. His reputation for honesty ano faircholy duty to bury the dead who fell in that hard-fought
dealing \\'as unexcelled. It was this reputation, constantencounter. He was also engaged in several Indian camly extending as the country filled up with settlers, which
drew to him the enormous business from which he accupaigns in the territory now included in Ohio, and assisted
mulated an independence, and which made him the first
in the destruction of the Piqua towns, where he narrowly
merchant of the county, and of an even wider section of escaped with his life. An Indian jumping up from his
country. His character in a general way was admirable,
place of concealment in some high grass, leveled his gun
at him, and at such close quarters that its muzzle almost
as it was in a business sense. He was rigidly moral in all
touched Hawkins' face. The soldier saw his enemy,
the relations of life and thoroughly and conscientiously
religious. He was very familiar with the Bible and with
however, and in time to drive the rowels into his horse's
the tenets of Christianity, and frequently discussed quesside. The animal sprang forward just as the powder
tions of doctrinal theology with great clearness, aptly apRashed in the leveled gun, bearing his rider out of range.
His lift: was saved, but the comrade upon the opposite
lying them to the practical affairs of life. He was well
informed, though uneducated m the collegiate sense of side of him, a c;,ptain Irwin, was unfortunately killed by
the discharge. Soon after Wayne's treaty was made,
the word, and a remarkably easy conversationalist. Fond
Colonel Hawkms removed to the Ohio territory and
of association with his fellow men af!d full of genial,
-;ettled on the Miami river, in Butler county. In 1799
kindly humor, he was bright, sunny, and hopeful to a dehe removed from that locality and became a resident of
gree that was refreshing to his acquaintances and very
the spot on which Germantown, Montgomery county,
beneficial, doubtless, to himself. His mental faculties
remained almost absolutely free from impair even in the
was built. He was the first settler in that neighborhood.
In 1 8o6 he sold out and moved to Eaton. He built
last few years of his life, when physical decay became
here a tavern or hotel on the lot adjoining the public
the premonition of death. He died August 10, 187o,
ground on the east, and was "mine host" there until
loved and revered by all, and leaving to his aged helpthe War of 1812 broke out. After the surrender of
meet and children the priceless legacy of an untarnished
Detroit, the Indians under Tecumseh, besieged Fort
name.
Wayne and Fort Harrison, and an express being sent to
Martha (Bilba) Van Ausdal, wife of Cornelius Van
General Harrison· informing him of the danger that
Ausdal, who is still living, was born in Virginia, Novemmenaced these posts, he called for volunteers to join
ber 12, I 793, and removed with her parents to Kentucky
him on his way to relieve the siege. On the eighth of
at an early date. She was married to Mr. Van Ausdal
September he was joined by Colonel R. M. Johnson
on the twenty-fourth of July, 1812, and was the partner
with two hundred men from Kentucky, and on the ninth
of his joys and sorrows for fifty-eight years.
Mr. and Mrs. Van Ausdal were the parents of ten chil- at Shawnee crossing of the St. Mary's river, was joined
by Colonels Hawkins and Adams with eight hundred
dren, of whom one died in infancy, unnamed. John,
men from Ohio. From this point they made their way
the first, born October 16, 1814, and Sarah, born Januas
fast as was possible toward the unprotected forts.
ary 27, t8q, are deceased, as are also Julian, born June
Colonel
Hawkins was in the advance, and when he had
29, 1824, and Rufus Leavitt, twin brother of Harvey
reached a creek about nine miles from their destination,
Buell, born June 1, 1830. The children now living are
Lucinda (Donohoe), born September 3, 1818; Isaac, ·he called a halt for the purpose of feeding and watering
the horses. Just as he was stooping to pour out some
born February 13, 1821; Harvey Buell, Emily (Gould),
oats for the fine animal which he rode, the head of the
born February 17, 1835; and Sarah Ann (Nelson), born
Kentucky battalion arrived in view, and a soldier in
May 29, 1 84o.
the front ranks, unaware that the other troops had
19
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- -- - - -- Tizzard, then about sixteen years of age, was apprenticed
to the printing trade, in the office of the Carlisle Herald.
He faithfully ierved his time; obtained a thorough and
practical knowledge of the "art preservative," and soon
after he had attained his majority went to Philadelphia.
He at first obtained a position as pressman in the large
printing establishment of Matthew Carey, then, and for
many years after, the leading book publisher of the
United States. About six years of Mr. Tizzard's life
were spent in the Quaker city, either in the employ of
Matthew Carey or another publisher. In 1814, he joined in
the pupular western emigration and came to Ohio. In
the meantime he had become a naturalized American
citizen and had been married. His wife was Miss Elizabeth Brackin, who resided where Mr. Tizzard first became acquainted with her, at Wilmington, Delaware.
Mr. TiZ?.ard located on a small farm about six miles
from Chillicothe, in the beautiful and fertile valley of
the Scioto, and lived there about six years-a portion of
the time working his farm and the remainder setting type
in the office of one of the Chillicothe newspapers.
In the fall of 1819, Mr. Tizzard was chosen representative of Ross county in the State legislature. While
serving in that capacity he met Cornelius Van Ausdal,
who had been elected the same year to represent the
people of Preble county, in the same body. Circumstances conspired to bring them together as roommates
during the session of 1819- 20, and their acquaintance
ripened into friendship. On the adjournment of the
legislature in the spring of 1820, Mr. Van Ausdal invited his friend to visit Eaton, with a view of examining
into its suitability as a place for establishing and conducting a weekly paper. A press and printing material
had been brought to the village about 1816 by a Mr.
Blackburn, but the paper which had been brought into
existence had led only a weak, sickly life, and after many
viscissituMs the press had passed into Mr. Van Ausdal's
hands.
The subject of this s:.:etch was so well satisfied with
the general appearance of Eaton, and so confident that
he could make a success of publishing a newspaper here,
that he returned home, and moved his family to the town
which was to be his future home, as early as was possible.
That was some time in the spring of 18:zo, and in the
early part of the summer following he issued the first
number of The Eaton Weekly Register, his sole assistant
being a young man named John Scott, whom he brought
with him.
·Mr. Tizzard continued to publish the Register until
the year 1827, when he, in connection with Dr. D. D.
Hall and the Rev. Jonathan Kidwell, commenced the
publication of The Star in the West, a religious paper
JUDGE SAMUEL TIZZARD-WILLIAM B.
which proved a permanent institution, became a UniTIZZARD.
versalist organ, and is now published in Cincinnati.
The publication of both papers was continued by Mr.
Samuel Tizzard was born in England, in the village of
West Clinnock, upon the sixteenth of September, 1787.
Tizzard from the same office until 1830, when he sold
In 1801 he came with his father and other members of the Register and removed the Star i11 the West to Cinthe family to America, and located at Carlisle, Pennsyl- cinnati.
The subject of our sketch remained in Cincinnati only
vania.
About two years after his arrival in this country, young
about three years, and then removed to Philomath,

halted, catching sight of the colonel through the brush,
supposed him to be an Indian, and fired upon him.
The rifle ball was true to its mark; it struck Colonel
Hawkins upon the right shoulder, and inflicted a terrible
wound, from the effects of which he died two years
afterward (1814) at the house of his second son, John J.
Hawkins. His wife's death occurred about a year before
the colonel's. And so at an early day passed away this
pair of brave, true pioneers. Their deaths were untimely.
Had they lived to the age which their robust constitutions indicated that they might, they would have gained
some reward, perhaps, in quiet years towards life's natural close, for the pains and privations through which
they passed in helping to redeem the wilderness and
make it a safe planting ground for peaceful, prosperous,
happy homes. They were the parents of five sons and
three daughters, who grew to manhood and womanhood.
A beautifully, clear, concise manuscript, admirable
alike in composition and chirography, has afforded the
facts we have presented in regard to Colonel Samuel
Hawkins. It was from the pen of Joseph C. Hawkins,
now, and at the time he wrote it, in his ninety-seventh
year. He was born in the year 1784, in Bourbon
county, Kentucky, and came to Ohio with his father's
family. He married near Germantown, Montgomery
county, and in the year 18o6 came to Eaton, where his
oldest child, the late Mary Gray, was born, the same
year, one of the earliest births in the town. Mr. Hawkins' wife, Isabella Pouge, died about the year 182o.
John J. Hawkins was born in Bourbon county, Kentucky, in 1789, and was seventeen years of age when he
came with his father to Eaton. He was married to
Nancy Sellers, July 10, 181o. In 1830 he removed to
Jay county, Indiana, in which he was the second permanent settler. He died there in 1832.
Benjamin W. Hawkins was born in 1792 in Kentucky. He moved from Eaton to Putnam county, Indiana, about 1833, anti died there when about seventyfive years of age. He married Ruth Sellers.
Samuel, also born in Kentucky, married Elizabeth
Calvin. He died in St. Louis in 1871.
Byrd Hawkins, born in Montgc.mery county, Ohio, in
18o2, died in Eaton in 1853· His wife was Diana
Heath. The daughters' names were Sarah, Rebecca and
Eleanor. The first mentioned was the wife of Andrew
Fouts. She died in Terre Haute, Indiana, aged abont
eighty. Rebecca married Andrew Tharp. She died in
Henry county, Indiana, aged forty-three years. Eleanor,
wife of William Smith, died in Eaton in 1869.
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- - - -- - - - - Union county, Indiana. He remained there several good, intelligent citizenship, and has always shunned
years, and after making several other changes of location
rather that sought political preferment.
and disposing of his interest in the religious paper, reHe was married in I844, to Amelia, daughter of Henry
turned to Eaton in 1839, and again became proprietor and Huldah Hice, of Preble county. She is still living,
of the Register, which he continued to publish until a and the mother of five children, three of whom have
short time before his death, when he was compelled by several years since reached maturity, and gone forth into
the infirmities of old age to give up active occupation.
the world-Samuel B., the eldest, and William E., the
As the editor for many years of the Register, Mr. Tizzard
third son, are both dentists and graduates of the Philaexerted a potent political influence, and assisted in ad- delphia college; the first located at Dayton, and the latvancing nearly all of the wise and beneficent measures ter at Minneapolis, Kansas. James H. is at Portland,
Indiana, and Benjamin F. and Emma Elizabeth are at
undertaken in his time. He enjoyed the utmost respect
of the people of Eaton and Preble county, both as a man home.
and journalist. At the session of the legislature during
1827-28 he was appointed one of the associate judges
JUDGE WILLIAM CURRY.
for Preble, and faithfully and creditably served in that
capacity until his removal from the county. He was an
The venerable Judge William Curry has been a resiadmirable man in all of the walks of life, active, earnest dent of Preble county since x8o8, and of Eaton since
I824. H<! was the son ot Matthew Curry, of Scotchand conscientious. In early life he was an Episcopalian,
and in his later years a Universalist. He was a very
Irish descent, and was born in Bedford county, Pennsylzealous champion of this faith, and sought by every
vania, May 9, I 792. His father removed to Campbell
means in his power to bring it before men for their care- county, Kentucky, in the spring of I 7C)6, and died in
ful consideration . and adoption. It was chiefly for the Cincinnati two years later, at the age of thirty-three years,
more effectual propagation of Universalism with which leaving a widow and two children, of whom the subject
he hoped to benefit as many of his fellow-men as his in- of this biography was the eldest. When sixteen years of
fluence could reach, that the publication of the Star in age young Curry removed to Butler county, Ohio, and
the West was undertaken.
there learned the tanner's trade, which he carried on for
Judge Tizzard departed this life on the nineteenth day thirty-six years. Very soon afteward he removed to
Preble county, and located in Jackson township, where
of May, 1844, and his remains were buried in Mound
Hill cemetery.
he entered a piece ot land. He was a soldier in the War
He was the father of a large family of children, of of I 8 I 2, and served a portion of his time under General
whom four attained or approximated maturity, viz.: William Henry Harrison. In June, x8x3, he married
Sarah Van Ausdal, a sister of Cornelius Van Ausda~ and
William B., James, Samuel, and Jane. Of these two
began housekeeping in the rude cabin which he had
only are living, the first and the last named, the former
erected on his land, moving into it when it had no chimin Eaton and the latter in Camden. James removed to
Burlington, Iowa, and was postmaster there, and pubney or door, a blanket being hung up in the door space,
and another over the window opening. In the spring of
lisher for several years of the Hawkeye. Samuel died
while the family was resident in Wayne county, Indiana.
I824 he removed to Eaton and erected a tannery, which
William B. Tizzard, the well known citizen of Eaton,
he operated until I 844, when he sold out. He was also
and eldest son of Judge Samuel Tizzard, was born in
engaged for several years in the pork trade in Hamilton,
Philadelphia, December 6, I8I3. He was between seven
but retained his residence in Eaton. In addition to variand eight years of age when he came with his parents to ous local offices which he filled, such as justice of the
Eaton.
peace, mayor of Eaton, etc., Judge Curry was one of the
petitioners for the charter of the Eaton & Hamilton railHe has been a resident of the village ever since except
during the years, when the family was in Cincinnati and road, and after the organization served as one of the diIndiana. He obtained a common school education, and rectors, and also as treasurer. From I836 to 1844 he
at proper age, learned the .printer's trade, which he has was one of the associate or "side" judges for the court
ever since followed until I87J. After the decease of his of common pleas of Preble county. He was chosen to
father he became the editor and proprietor of the Register,
the general assembly of the State of Ohio in 1845 and
and maintained in his management of the paper its represented the county in that body for one term. In
former high standard In x8so he took as a partner,
x8so he was appointed a deputy marshal of Ohio, and
William F. Albright, and from I86o to I873 J. S. Moms filled that office for several years.
Judge Curry has been a consistent member of the
was associated with him in the proprietorship of the
journal In the year 1873 he sold out and purchased Presbyterian church for a great number of years, and for
an interest in the Preble county bank, in the business of more than a quarter of a century has been honored with
which he has since then taken an active part.
the office of elder. He has been twice elected a deleMr. Tizzard, following in the footsteps of his father, is gate to the general assembly of the denomination he is
connected with-in I855 to Nashville, and in 1866
an Universalist in religion, and a Republican in politics,
having been connected with the party from its organiza- to St. Louis. Politically, Judge Curry's affiliations were
with the Whig party, and when the Republican organization, and previous to its formation being a Whig. He
tion was ushered into being he became naturally one of
takes only such interest in politics as is consistent with
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its warm adherents, and has ever sir.ce taken a keen interest in its prc~ress, though engaging in no active work
as a politician. Judge Curry is now in his eighty-ninth
year, and has been for seventy-two years a resident of
Preble county, and for fifty-six a citizen of Eaton. Few
men in the county are more widely known in this part of
the State, and none more favorably. His long life shows
a record without stain. His character is absolmely unblemished; and ignoring the fact that he has not been
lavishly favored by fortune, that he has not attained great
fame so eagerly sought for by men, and too often recklessly, and without a proper regard for higher things,
ignoring these facts we -:an say what is obvious to all who
know the man, that his career, viewed in the best light,
has been a true success. Beginning life as a poor, fatherless boy, he pushed ahead fearlessly, always obeying the
call of duty, in little things as well as large, laboring
earnestly and conscientiously at whatever his hand found
to do, "running with patience the race set before him."
His sterling qualities have made him hosts of friends; in
fact converted every acquaintance into an admirer, and
even those who may have differed with him in matters
of opinion could not fail to accord him respect for his
always evident sincerity and the positiveness of his character, which sometirues has made him seem severe,
though it has only been the complement of a complete
and catholic charity. Judge Curry's wife died April 29,
I 870.
Their children are Mrs. Josiah Campbell and
Mrs. Maria Smith, of Eaton, and James H. Curry, of
Alexandria, Preble county.

LEVIN T. McCABE.
The man whose name heads this sketch, has been one
of the most active of Eaton's merchants, and as prominent a promoter of public improvements and the interests of his fellow men, as the county affords. He was
the son of Amos and Zipporah (Jones}, McCabe, who
were respectively natives of Delaware and Maryland, and
was born in the latter State, \Vorcester county, on the
twenty-third of December, 1807. His father was a farmer, a much respected citizen, and an exemplary member of the Methodist Episcopal church. He died at the
early age of thirty-nine years. Of a family of two sons
and four daughters, Levin T. was the eldest son. The
first eighteen years of his life were spent upon his father's
farm, and all of the schooling he ever had, amounting
altogether to about three months, he obtained during
such intervals as he could ·make in the hard work of
farming. In the spring of 1826 he started for Ohio, and
after nearly one month, reached his destination, having
walked nearly all of the way from Maryland. He arrived in Eaton on the tenth of May and obtained a situation as a farm laborer with William Bruce. Three
years later he became the partner of Charles and George
Bruce, sons of his first employer, in the business of buying and fattening cattle for the eastern market. He began his mercantile career in 1835, opening, in company
with Mr. Henry Montfort, a 'igeneral store." He con-

tinued in this business, and with the same partner for six
years, and then confining himself strictly to the grocery
business carried that on until 1858. During the two
subsequent years he dealt exclusively and extensively in
grain, and in t86o retired to private life. It is said of
Mr. McCabe that so prudently and cautiously did he
conduct his business that for thirty-seven years he never
had a mortgage or incumbrance of any kind upon his
property, and still he passed through some periods of
severe vicissitude. With all of his conservatism and
prudence Mr. McCabe was original and enterprising,
and very bold whence he had once decided upon any
line of action. He conducted business on a large scale,
both in the grocery line and in his grain and provision
buying. It may further be said that he was one of that
class of men who kept abreast or even ahead of the
times. That was a natural consequence of his pushing,
energetic nature. He was the first merchant in Eaton
who received a stock of goods over the Eaton & Hamilton railroad. He was one of the most highly esteemed
merchants who ever lived in the county, and one of the
most useful men. His prominent identification with public
improvements is shown by the fact that he contributed
more in donations, and subscribed more stock in railroads and turnpikes, in propmtion to his means, than
any other citizen of the county, though there were many
who reaped greater advantage than he from those improvements. Besides holding several other local office'>
Mr. McCabe was for nine years a member of the town
council of Eaton, and from 1827 to x853, in various
ways connected with the old military organizations of the
village and county. Politically he was a Whig until the
formation of the Republican party. He was a warm
supporter of the old organization, and of the one which
grew out of it, and has always taken a keen, though entirely unselfish and non-politic interest in the success of
the party with which he has been identified. He was
married on the thirteenth of December, 1832, to Mrs.
Polly Holliday, the widowed daughter ot William Bruce.
She died in 1873-

JOHN V. CAMPBELL, ESQ.
The subject of this sketch, and of the portrait which
elsewhere appears, is a native of Preble county, and the
representative of one of its· earliest pioneer families.
His father, William Campbell, originally of Greenbrier
county, Virginia, but .reared to manhood and educated in
Kentucky, came to Preble when it was still a portion of
Montgomery county, in 1807. He settled in Lanier
township, then unorganized and unnamed, and known
simply as to-wnship five, range three. There he -continued to reside and carried on the tanner's trade, farming
and stock dealing, the J"emainder of his days, known
throughout the neighborhood and county as a man of
substantial and sterling worth. In the War of 1812 he
was captain of an infantry company. He died June x6,
1837, and as he was born July 27, q8o, was fifty-six
years, ten months and nineteen days of age. His wife,
Catharine Van Ausdal, whom he married in r8o9, was a
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- - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - ------ - - - - - - -- -- - - -- - -- - -- - - - -was in opposition to the regularly nominated Whig candinative of Berkeley county, Virginia, and sister of Eaton's
pioneer merchant, Cornelius Van Ausdal. She outlived dats, and at a time when the Whig vote in the county
her husband many years, dying at the age of seventy- had a majority Qf about nine hundred. Although Mr.
Campbell was a Democrat, he not only overcame the
three years and nineteen days, upon the third of February,
Whig party's surplus of votes hut was placed upon the
1859. This worthy pair of pioneers were the parents of five children, who attained manhood or woman- bench by a majority of three hundred. In 1858 he achood, viz. : Maria, the widow of Francis A. Cunningham,
cepted the offer of a law partnership with Judge W. J.
esq., now a resident of Eaton and about seventy years of Gilmore, but the latter being elected to fill the vacancy
age; James, the present mayor of West Alexandria; John
in the common pleas court, Judge Campbell, in the folIsaac, who died in 1838, and William, who resides upon
lowing November, formed a partnership with J. H. Foos,
the Dayton fumpike. two miles east of West Alexandria.
esq., which continued three years, when his association
John V. Campbell, our subject, was born December with Judge Gilmore was renewed, and continued until
27, 1815. In his childhood and early youth he attended
February, 1867, when a partnership with Judge James A.
the primitive schools of the neighborhood, held in log
Gilmore was formed, which was terminated by the eleccabins, by poorly paid teachers, who did their best in
tion of the latter to the common pleas bench in 1879.
spite of their lack of advantages, to give the young
During the past twenty-five years Judge Campbell has
minds of the time the rudiments of an education. The followed without intermission the practice of his profeslight by which the boys and girls of sixty years ago con. sion. In 1873 he was elected county prosecuting atned their lessons did not fall through transparent glass as
torney, and served one term in that office. Outside of
now, but struggled into the small, rudely furnished
his strictly professional capacity Judge Campbell has been
school-room through weather-stained greased paper win- almost as active as within it. He has taken a deep interdows, and there was a difference between the quantity and
est in all movements for the public good, whether mathe quality of the intellectual light of those days and
terial or moral, educational or religious, and in most of
these, corresponding to the solar luminosity. As he them has been either a leader or a practical hard worker.
grew older, young Campbell attended the Eaton school
Never shirking care or responsibility where it seemed to
and others, and attained sufficient knowledge to enable
be his duty to bear them, yet never seeking self-advancehim to hold the position of teacher when only sixteen
ment or popularity through his service.
years of age, at a school in Lexington. His brother-inHe has been an efficient member of the Eaton school
law, Francis A. Cunningham, being county clerk, he was,
board for a long term of years; since 1841 secretary
while yet a mere youth, employed as his deputy, and in
and treasurer of the Preble County Bible society, and
that position began to obtain ideas of the practical affairs always an active supporter of temperance organizations,
of life and of human nature. While in the county clerk's and has wielded a valuable personal influence in the
office, he began-such was his taste for study and im- direction of reform of every nature. He is regarded as
provement-to read law in the office of Messrs. McNutt the father of Odd Fellowship in this county, having in
& Hawkins-the same office, by the way, which Judge
1842 become a member of the order, and in 1844,
assisted by four others, organized the first lodge in
Campbell now occupies.
Under the administration of President Tyler, in 1841
Eaton, of which he was the presiding officer. Twelve
he was appointed postmaster at Eaton, an office which he
more lodges have since come into being in the county,
held for about ten years. While serving in this capacity, as the issue of this one. For a number of years the
he also attained to considerable legal business, such as
order has been represented in the grand lodge of Ohio
conveyancing and collecting government claims for sol- by Judge Campbell. He has also been a member and
diers of 181 2 and the Mexican war. He was a busy earnest supporter of other benevolent societies, and
man all through this period, for he kept a book store,
much of the good he has accomplished, though by no
and in addition to this business and the attention he means all, has been attained through these orders and
gave to the mails and to the work of collecting and pre- organizations. The true conception of fraternity, the
paring legal papers, he had charge of the first express and
fellowship and brotherhood of man has been with him
first telegraph offices established in the town. During one of the main controlling motives of life. He believes
the Mexican war and the war of the Rebellion Judge
that through the exercise of the spirit of forbearance,
Campbell served in the pay department, for considerable charity, good-will and practical assistance, which is inculperiods, both alo11e, and under his brother-in-law, Francis cated by close association, and intimate friendship, the
A. Cunningham. Although prepared to formally enter greatest benefits have been secured and in future will
the list of attorneys many years, he did not seek admis- accrue to humanity. Friendly feeling toward his fellow
sion to the bar until 1852. Very soon after his admis- men, based upon the broadest kind of a foundation, has
sion, he was elected probate judge-the first ever elected ever been a conspicuous trait in Judge Campbell's charin the county. After serving one term, he was re-elected acter, and therein doubtless lies, in a large measure, the
and acquitted himself with the highest credit. Although secret of the success he has achieved in life, and of his
a young man for the position, he bought to it marked almost universal popularity. None who know him could
ability of exactly the kind that was needed in the place,
doubt the perfect sinr.erity of his attachment to those
and he has always been regarded as one of the best who surround him, or fail to see that it was thoroughly
probate judges the county has had. His first election spontaneous, general, and free from taint of selfishness.
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It is not going beyond the bounds of what we know to
be true, to say that he had rather have a poor man for a
friend than a rich man, and that because the outcome
of his own feeling would be of greater value in the
former than the latter.
Beginning life as a school teacher, Judge Campbell's
love for children was early formed from practical knowledge of the purity and pathetic needs of their natures.
He has ever been one of the warmest friends of the
little folks, and in various ways through his official position in connection with the schools, and by private acts
has done much to alleviate some of the asperities and
increase the amenities of their lives.
Judge Campbell is a man of broad scholarship and
catholic taste. One of the kind who are ever adding
to their store of knowledge. He is at sixty-five not content with subsisting upon wha~ he has gained during his
many years of reading and observation, but both in his
profession and out is constantly acquiring that which is
fresh and stimulating, and renewing his interest in the
life and spirit of the time. Never having been confined intellectually to his profession, he has a strong
taste for general literature and bdles lettres, which is the
result of many years of varied reading and thinking.
With all of his love for literature and keen interest in
affairs, he has not allowed his professional work to be
slighted, and has never placed himself in such attitude
as to deserve or obtain the reputation of being in any
sense impracticable, as too many professional men do,
who have aims to accomplish or tastes to gratify outside
of their profession. The controlling characteristic of
equipoise is very prominent in Judge Campbell's mental
and moral constitution. He is in nothing extreme, ,·iolent or illiberal, but on the other hand conservative,
careful and thoroughly conscientious. Such being his
mental and moral qualities, he holds the unqualified respect even of those who may differ with him in matters
of opinion. Politically he has been a life-long Democrat. Religiously he is a firm adherent of the Christian
faith, and is consistently controlled by it, as the writer
has heard him express himself thus:
"Oh steal not my faith away,
Nor tempt to doubt the trusting mind;
Let all that earth can yield decay,
But leave this heavenly gift behind.
Our life is but a meteor gleam,
Lit up amid surrounding gloom;
A fitful lamp, a dying beam,
Quenched in the cold and silent tomb.
But oh, if as holy men have said,
There lies beyond this dreary bourne,
Some region where the faithful dead
Eternally forget to mourn,
Welcome the sword, the scoff, the chain,
The burning wild, the black abyss;
I shrink not from the path of pain,
That endeth in a world like this."

Judge Campbell married in I842 Ann E., daughter of
Robert Martin, then one of the judges of the court of
co~mon pleas in Preble county. The offspring of this
union were three sons and eight daughters, of whom
four of the latter are living, viz: Francis A., Eva Belle,

Mary S. and Birdie Gertrude. The names of the children deceased are William H., Robert E., John B.,
Belle Maria, Anna, Emma, and Sarah M.

THE REV. JAMES B. FINLEY.
The life of Finley, the pioneer ot Methodism, had a
breadth and a far reaching influence which entitles it as
fully to a place in State as in any county history. But if
any county has a claim upon Finley as a citizen, which
exceeds all others, that county is Preble. It was in
Eaton that he spent the last years of his life, and all
that was mortal of this sturdy and strange character reposes in the village cemetery. His life was one full of
activity and adventure, and his characteristics essentially
those of the pioneer.
His ancestors were Europeans, and his father, Robert
W. Finley, a Presbyterian minister, who became a
famous pioneer in Kentucky and Ohio, was born in
Pennsylvania. He married, in I 78o, Rebecca Bradley,
and in the following year, in the month of July, the
subject of this biography was born. In the fall of I 788
the family settled in Kentucky. Here the elder Finley
became a popular religious leader, and figured prominently in the history of the Cane Ridge (Bourbon county)
settlement. From this locality he led, in I 796, a colony
to Chillicothe, upon the Scioto, one of the earliest established towns in Ohio. He first set all of his slaves
free, and they accompanied him, by their own choice to---the Northwestern Territory. Young Finley had studied
while in Kentucky, and had become quite familiar with
Latin and Greek, though, strange to say, he had never
achieved any more than the merest elementary knowledge of the English branches. On coming to Ohio he
concluded a course of medical study began in Kentucky, and in the fall of I8oo was admitted to practice.
The profession being unattractive to him, he did not follow it with any diligence or regularity, and soon after becoming entitled to practice he made an expedition to
Detroit with a drove of cattle. After returning he spent
the greater part of the winter in hunting and roaming
through the woods, and it was about this time that the
serious though~s of how to employ the life that lay before him began to occupy the young man's mind. It
seems that he thought over the advantages and disadvantages of many modes of life, and finally resolved to
follow none of the ordinary occupations, but to become
a denizen of the woods, a hunter. He married in I8ol
a young woman named Hannah Strane, and soon after
settled in the midst of the forest, in what is now Highland county. Here he resided, following the life of a
hunter and pioneer farmer, until 1809. In 1801 he had
been converted at a huge camp-meeting which he visited
at Cane Ridge, Kentucky, and from that time until I809
he felt, says he, "an almost constant calling to the
service of God." Aft~r much consideration as to his
duty and his ability, upon the solicitation of some of
his friends and the urgent request of the Rev. John
Sale, the presiding elder, he consented to go into the
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field as a travelling preacher in Scioto circuit. And so
the backwoodsman and bear slayer became a Methodist
itinerant.
He was not regularly licensed until August, 1809,
when the quarterly meeting conference was held in connection with a camp meeting on the farm of one Benjamin Turner, in the picturesque valley of Paint creek,
not far from Chillicothe. He was first assigned to what
was known then as the Will's Creek circuit, which was
computed to be four hundred and seventy-five miles
around. Its route was as follows:
"Beginning at Zanesville, and running east, it embraced all of the
settlements on each side of the Wheelingrond, on to Salt creek and the
Buffalo forks of Will's creek, thence down to Cambridge and Leatherwood, on Stillwater, thence to Bames\'ille and Morristown, thence
down Stillwater, includin!J all of the branches on which there were settlements, thence up the Tuscarawas, through !'lew Philadelphia, to
One-leg Nimishilling, thence up Sandy and on to Carters, thence to
Sugar creek and down said creek to the mouth, thence down the Tuscarawas to William Butts, and thence down to the mouth of White
Woman, thence, after crossing the river including all of the settlements of the Wapotomica, down to Zanes"ille the place of beginning_"

After laboring for a year in this circuit, Mr. Finley was
transferred to Knox circuit, and after that, until 1816 his
field of labor was in the several circuits of eastern Ohio.
After that, Finley had charge of the Ohio district, including eight circuits, and embracing the whole State of Ohio
and portions of New York and Pennsylvania.
In 1819 he was appointed to the Lebanon district,
which extended from the Ohio river to the lakes, and included the whole of Michigan. Soon after the Wyandot
mission became Mr. Finley's peculiar field of labor, and
he remained there until 1827. He succeeded so far in
Christianizing the Indians as to build up from a small
church organization a society which numbered nearly
three hundred members.
Upon leaving the mission of Upper Sandusky, Finley
again was appointed to the Lebanon district, and after
that served at Cincinnati station, and upon the Chillicothe and Dayton circuits, and finally (in 184 z) to the
Zanesville circuit, which was the one where he had first
served. He remained there two years, and then at the
request of the directors of the Ohio penitentiary was appointed chaplain of that institution, a position which he
retained three years and a half. In 185o his health becoming feeble he took a superannuated relation, but a
year later was made effective, and appointed to Yellow
Springs. After that he had charge, in his seventy-second
year, of the Clinton street church in Cincinnati.
Soon after he came to Eaton, and in this place he
died, September 6, 1856, in the seventy-fifth year of h1s
age. His only daughter, Eliza H., was the wife of the
Rev. John C. Brooke, who at that time was living in
Eaton.
Finley was eight times elected a delegate to the general conference. To his labors as a pastor and presiding
elder he added the preparation of his "Autobiography,"
"An Account of the Wyandot Mission," " A Volume of
Sketches of Western Methodism," "Life Among the Indians," and "Memorials of Prison Life." He was a man
ofbrusque, rough manners, but of great energy of character, of the most fervent piety. He was a powerful

preacher, a popular manager of camp meetings, and
other great assemblies "at which," says a Methodist
writer, "by the power of his eloquence, as well as his
tact and knowledge of human nature, he swayed the
masses like trees swept by the winds, calmed the rage of
mobs of ruffians, and moved along the path of his duty
through that great and growing region of country (Ohio)
as a prince and master in Israel."

CHARLES F. BROOKE.
The father of the subject of the sketch, the Rev. John
C. Brooke, was for many years a resident of Eaton, and
is buried in Mounrl Hill cemetery. He was a native of
Virginia, and came from that State to Warren county,
Ohio, as early as 182o. For a number of years he was
engaged with the Rev. James Finley in teaching and caring for the Wyandot Indians at the mission in their reservation. Finley labored among them as a missionary and
Brooke, who was also a minister, was under Government
appointment most of the time that he was with them, and
acted as agent, and assistant in all temporal affairs. Mr.
Brooke came to Eaton in 1835, and was a resident of the
place all the rest of his life. He died at the home of his
son in Cincinnati, during the cholera epidemic of 1866.
His wife was Eliza H ., the daughter and only child of
the pioneer of Methodism, James B. Finley. She died
in 1863, aged about sixty-five years.
Mr. and Mrs. Brooke were the parents of eleven children, viz.: James B., deceased; Charles F. ; Catharine R.
(Taylor), now in New York ; Eliza Jane, deceased; Hannah M. (Clawson), a resident of In<!ianapolis; Sarah Ann
(Roberts), in Wisconsin ; Clifford N. (Fleming), resident
at Walnut Hills, Cincinnati; William M., in Denver;
John C., in Cincinnati; Thomas M., who was killed in
the army ; and Ash bury Y. , deceased.
Charles F. Brooke, the subject of this brief biography
and the representative of the family with whom the people of Preble county are best acquainted, was born November 17, 1826, in Warren county, Ohio. Nine years
later he came to Eaton with his parents, and in this place
resumed his education, and afterwards taught school, as
he did also at Castine. In 18 51 he went to Cincinnati
and took charge of the mailing department of the Methodist Book Concern. Two or three years later he went
into the employ of J. M. Bradstreet & Sons, commercial
agents, and helped to build up their business, succeeding
signally, and ultimately having entire charge of the firm's
Cincinnati branch, a position which he held from 1855
to 1867.
He was a member of the Cincinnati city council for
six terms, and resigned one year before his last term was
to expire. He was also a member for a number of
years of the board of health, ~nd was in that position
during one of the cholera seasons which proved -;o disastrous to the Queen city. As a member of the council
he led the opposition against the Gas company, which
resulted in the lowering of tbe price of gas from the exhorbitant figure of three dollars per thousand feet to
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something like one dollar and seventy-five cents; a result
which saved to the municipality, and to individuals,
millions of dollars. From 1864 to I874 Mr. Brooke
was engaged in the business of carrying on a private
banking house, being associated with W. M. and John
C. Brooke, under the style of Brooke Brothers, and occupying the rooms now occupied by the Fourth National
bank, on the corner of Walnut and Third streets. After
dissolving partnership, Mr. Brooke, in I867, came to
Eaton, and soon after took charge of the First National
bank, in which he and his brothers became largely interested, buying out the interest of Valentine Winters and
others. Mr. Brooke acted as cashier for a number of
years but of late has been the president of the bank.
Mr. Brooke, and his brothers, W. M., and J. C., in I873,
bought out Joseph \\'alters & Company, and organized
as a joint stock concern, the Excelsior School Seat Manufacturing company, which for several years conducted,
an immen<>e business in Eaton. Our subject was also
the president of this company.
Mr. Brooke is a Republican in politics, and though he
never has been a place seeker in any sense of the term,
was much talked of in connection with, and came within
two votes of being nominated for Congressional candidate in the Fourth district. He has been for many years
connected with the Methodist church, and the society in
Eaton, through his liberality, was aided materially in
erecting the handsome church which it now occupies
Mr. Brooke has been twice married. His first wife,
whom he married in I 849, was Susan A Matthews, and
his present wife, to whom he was joined in I872, Mary
E. Martin. Mr. Brooke has eight children living, four
as the offspring of each union.

HENRY C. HEISTAND
was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, on the twentysecond day of September, I832, and was the son of
John and Barbara (Cochran) Heistand. Mr. Heistand's
grandfather was a native of Germany, and came to this
country when a very young man. His father and mother
were both born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, the
latter being of Scotch descent, and came to Ohio in I8I8,
locating near Dayton, where they carried on farming.
The subject of this biography obtained a very fair education in the commo11 schools, and there gained some practical ideas of business as a clerk in the store of his brother
Jacob, in Dayton, and as teller in the Dayton bank.
When of age, in I853, Mr. Heistand came to Eaton,
and took the position of cashier in the Preble county
branch of the State bank of Ohio, which he retained until
the institution passed out of existence in 1864. While connected with this bank he was also the agent of the United
States in the sale of its "se,·en and three-tenths" bonds.
When the old State bank wound up its affairs, Mr. Heistand became one of the organizers of the First National bank of Eatc,n. He was made cashier, and served in
that capacity four years, when he was relieved from business cares by a vacation of five years, which he improved

principally in travelling. During this period he visited
among other interesting localities, the famous scenes of
California and the West in general. In October I873 he
opened the Preble County bank, under the firm name of
H. C. Heistand & Company, which he is still conducting. Mr. Heistand is one of the best known business
men in Preble county.
As is shown by the statements
we have here made he has been activly engaged in Eaton
for a period of twenty-seven years, with the exception of
fivP. years intermission. During these years he has gained
the universal respect and confidence of the people, and
is highly regarded as a solid, quiet, and conservative citizen and man of affairs.
Mr. Heistand was married in September 1869 to Nancy Margaret, daughter of John P. Acton.

JOSEPH A DU SANG.
John Du Sang, the father of the subject of this notice,
was a native of Bordeaux, France, born about the -year
I 755·
When about nine years of age, he came to
America with his parents who settled near Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. In 1798 John Du Sang removed to
Washington county, Maryland, where he died in May,
1838. His wife was Elizabeth Moyier, of the same
county. She died near Hagerstown in 1837, in herJortycighth year, having been the mother of nine children.
Joseph A. Du Sang was born in Hagerstown, Washington county, Maryland, October 31, 18q. His education was obtained in the common schools, and at an
academy of his native t•)Wn. At the age of thirteen he
left home, and made his way to Dayton, Ohio, where for
something over a year he found employment as a clerk
in a dry goods store. For two years subsequently he
filled a position as clerk in the old Dayton hank. He
then severed his connection with the bank, and went to
New Orleans, and after a brief clerkship in a commission house, entered the State bank of Louisiana as teller
He remained in the employment of that institution untir
I85 I, when he went to Jackson, Mississippi, where he
purchased a plantation, the management of which engaged his attention for the next two or three years..
During his residence there, in I853, Jackson was stricken
with the yellow fever scourge, which was terribly fatal in.
its effects. Nurses were in great demand, and almost
impossible to procure. Mr. Du Sang was one of fourteen gentlemen of Jackson, who formed themselves into
an association to attend the sick so long as iheir services
should be needed. Out of their number eleven took the
fever and died. Mr. Du Sang, although stricken with
the disease, was one of the survivors. Of his connection with this event, the Mississippi Slalt Gazelle of
September 23, I853, said:
"\\'c desire particularly to return the heartfelt thanks of the community to 1\-lr. Du Sang, paymaster of the New Orleans railroad. He
is a stranger in our midst, scarcely known by sight to a score of our
people. :-\o persuasion could induce him to leave on the appearance
of the epidemic, but although from the up-country and unacdimated
here. he was one of the first to \'Olunteer to nurse the sick, and has
done so assiduotisly C\'ery night since. .-\ more noble-hearted, gen.,r-
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ous man di>es not breathe. and so unostentatious is his goodness that
we know we offend him by gh·ing publicity to his name."

After assiduous attention to the sick and dying for
thirty-five days and nights, Mr. Du Sang was taken down
with the dreadful scourge, but after. much suffering,
finally recovered. In the summer of 1854 he returned
to Ohio; located in Eaton, and became teller in the
Preble county branch of the State bank of Ohio. In
November following, he became a stockholder in the
bank, and in I 864, was one of the organizers of the First
National bank of Eaton, which supplanted the State
bank. In 1868 he sold his interest in the bank, and for
nearly a year afterwards, was engaged in the settlement
of a Dayton estate. In the fall of 1869 he returned to
Eaton, and again entered the bank as bookkeeper and
assistant cashier. In March, I879, he was elected its
cashier, which position he still holds. He owns a fine
plantation of two thousand five hundred acres in Pike
county, Mississippi. Mr. Du Sang Is a man of superior
business ability; is exceptionally careful and exact
in all of his transactions, and possesses the entire confidence of every one who knows him. He is unmarried.

THE REV. ALEXANDER MEHARRY, D. D.
Although only a resident of Eaton a few years, the
citizens of the place feel themselves· largely indebted to
the minister of the Gospel whoc;e name stands at the
head of this article. They have a high regard for his
character and cherish lovingly his memory.
It was principally through the energy and zeal of the
Rev. Alexander Meharry that the Methodist Episcopal
society of Eaton secured their beautiful house of worship, unrivaled by any in the State or in the western
country, except a very few in the large cities, and one of
the chief, if not the leading architectural ornament of
the village. As the agent who brought about the existence of this superb church, and no less from the fact
that the last years of Mr. Meharry's life were spent in
Eaton, and that he was laid away to his final rest in
.Mound cemetery, the people of Eaton have a peculiar interest in the "good old preacher," and it is fitting that
there should be preserved for them the record of the life
which came to the close of its earthly chapter in their
midst
Alexander .Meharry was born in Adams county, Ohio,
October q, 1813, and died in Eaton, November Io,
I878, in the sixty-fifth year of his age, and the thirtyseventh of his ministry. His father, Alexander Meharry,
was born in Ireland, August 5, 1763; married Jane
Frances, May 7, I794• and soon afterward came to
America; tarried four years in Pennsylvania, and in
1798 emigrated to Adams county, Ohio. He possessed
remarkable energy and industry, and was a zealous Methodist. He was instantly killed by the fall of a tree while
returning from a camp meeting in I813, and his wife was
left with a family of seven sons and one daughter to
care for unaided. The youngest of the children, the
subject of this sketch, joined the Methodist church at
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the age of fourteen. He was reared on a farm, with
only pioneer school advantages.
The first eight years of his majority were spent in a
store at Ripley, Ohio, where he made such a reputation
for integrity that he obtained the loan of one thousand
five hundred dollars on no othe~ security than his
individual note. In September, I84I, he joined the
Ohio conference as an itinerant preacher, and subsequently rode the circuits of Blendon, Bainblidge, Dunbarton, Deer Creek, and Frankfort, in Ohio, and Maysville in Kentucky. In September, 1848, he became the
first Methodist city missionary in Cincinnati, and stood
heroically at his post during the ravages of cholera in
I849-50. In September, I85o, he was appointed financial agent of the Ohio Wesleyan university at Delaware,
and with the exception of one year gratuitously given as
agent to the Springfield Female college, served six years.
In September, 1857, he became pastor at Franklin, Ohio,
where in two years he built a church edifice, besides
liquidating some debts. In I859 he took charge of the
church in Middletown, and in 186I became pastor of
Finley chapel in Cincinnati, and JJVaS among the first of
the clergymen who advocated the employment of colored
troops in the Union war.
From I863 to I866 he was stationed at Wilmington,
where he erected a church edifice. He then became
agent of the Wesleyan Female college at Cincinnati.
The old building on Vine street had been sojd for debt,
and a new structure would be erected. He succeeded,
although many obstacles opposed, in securing the erection of the present building, which is an ornament to the
city and a monument to Methodism. In the fall of I 868
he became pastor at Eaton, and remained three years,
within which time the present house of worship was built.
In I 87 I he was appointed presiding elder of the Ripley
district, and in I87 2 transferred to the Springfield district. In I 87 5 he settled in Eaton. In I 877 the Athens
Wesleyan university, of Tennessee, conferred upon him
the degree of doctor of divinity. In I878 he was appointed financial agent of the Delaware Wesleyan university. During a service of thirty-seven years he travelled •
nearly forty-five thousand miles, received into church
connection over three thousand persons, and raised as
agent for colleges and churches over one hundred thousand dollars. Since I874 he had held superannuated
relations to his conference. His long and active service
had given him a warm place in the hearts of the multi. tudes for whom he had labored.
He was twice married. August I4, 1844, he married
Ann Ransom, a niece of Governor Worthington, of Ohio.
She died June 22, I847· On May I, 1856, he married
Eliza Ann Ogden, of Clark county, Ohi,.,.

THE .DEEM FAMILY.
Joseph Deem, the father of the well-known family in
this township, was for many years a resident of Preble
county and one of the best known and most universally
respected citizens, and a man of true worth and the
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- - - - - - -- - -- marriage, four of whom survive. His first wife died in
most exemplary character. He was born on the twentieth day of September, 18o1, in Campbell county, VirJanuary, I~54· In December, I856, Mr. Albright married
ginia, and removed to Ohio with his parents in J8Jo.
S. Virginia Stroud, daughter of Rev. Asa and Mary E.
They settled near Middletown, Butler county, and there
Stroud, of Eaton. She was the mother of four children,
Joseph Deem continued to reside until 1836, when
three of whom are living. Mrs. Albright died January 3I,
LU.aJ. Mr. Albright has always been a printer, having behe was led to make his home in Preble county. Previous to his coming into this locality, December- 18,
gun his apprenticeship when he was sixteen years of age.
1823, he was married t0 Franc.:s (commonly called
His career as a publisher began in I854, when he entered
into partnership with W. B. Tizzard, with whom he had
Fanny) Torr, who was born in Shelby county, Kenserved the most of his apprenticeship. He has had a
tucky, November 1, 18oo. On coming into this county
Mr. and Mrs. Deem took up their residence on the farm
share in the Eaton Register since I854, and became sole
about two miles northwest of Eaton, where James
proprietor of that paper January I, I874Deem now !ives. Here Joseph Deem remained and
labored all of the rest of his life. He died February
I4, 1873, and hi.> wife January IS, 1874. Both were
JOHN P. CHARLES,
consistent and zealous members of the Methodist Episthe fourth and youngest son of Smith and Nancy (Kercopal church. Mr. Deem was converted August I 2,
cheval) Charles, was born in Dixon. township, June 20,
182I, at a camp-meeting held on Indian creek, Butler
J815.
In 185.~ he married Mrs. Sarah E. Jackson,
county, and joined the church three days thereafter.
His wife became a church member in 1823, and was
wic1ow of the late Dr. W. M. Jackson. She was born in
New Hampshire, in I823. Although raised a Carmer
therefore connected with the denomination almost as
boy he decided to enter professional life, and accordingly
long as her husband. Both were communicants for one
commenced the study of law with J. M. U. McNutt in
half a century, and during that time were always to be
Eaton. After the death of his legal friend Mr. Charles
found among the acti\"e and earnest supporters of the
went to Tennessee, and finished his course of reading at
several organizations with which they were identified,
Pulaski, in that State. In 1840 he was admitted to the
and especially of the church at Eaton, in which they enbar. After his admission to legal practice he entered the
joyed fellowship over thirty-five year.>.
office of Brown & Topp, where he remained only a few
Mr. Deem was, politically, a Democrat, during his
months before returning to ~reble county. In 184 I he
whole life time, and it may be remarked in this connecwas licensed to practice in Indiana, but not liking his
tion that all of his sons are adherents of the same party
profession, gave up all ideas of further practice.
to which the father belonged.
A few years after quitting the law he entered the jourJoseph Deem and wife were the parents of nine chilnalistic field, and during the years 1845-7, inclusive, he
dren, and it is a noteworthy fact that of this large family,
was connected with the editorial depaitment of the Eaton
the youngest of whom is thirty-six years of age, not a
Register, and in I848 bought the Hamilton Intdligmcer,
single death has occurred. The oldest of the family,
which in 1849 he sold, in order to go with Secretary C.
William, who was born September 26, 1824, has been
K. Smith to St. Paul, Minnesota, at the organization of
twice married, the first time to a Miss Kenzie, and after
the terntory. Officiating as clerk of the secretary he
her death to his present wife, Sarah Harshman. Buckwrote up the earliest records of that territory, and called
ner Deem, born August 19, I826, married Mary Kesling;
the roll of the first legislature that ever assembled in that
Mary Ann (Fall) was born April 28, 1828; Maria (Surcommonwealth. Returning from Minnesota he was, in
face) was born April 2, 1831; John Deem, born June 6,
1850, appointed to a clerkship in the pension office at
1833, married Malinda Risinger; Jane (Spacht) was born
Washington, from which office he was removed during
November 13, 1835; Francis M. Deem, born May 26,
the Pierce administration, at the instance of one Pierce of
1838, married Flora Dunlap; George Deem, born June
Preble county. Subsequently he was engaged in land
13, I84I, married Fanny Bruce; James Deem, born
agency in Iowa, and later served some twelve years in
August 2, I844, married Mary Elizabeth Bruce, born Nobusiness connected with the Pennsylvania railroad. For
vember 25, I849, sister of the wife of George Deem, and
a time he made his home in New Paris, but is now a resdaughter of Hardin and Susannah (Swigart) Bruce.
ident of Eaton. In I88o he again entered the editorial
They were married on Christmas evening, I 868, and
field and assumed editorial control of the Eaton Rei"skr,
have one child, Charles Hardin Deem, born February
which position he still retains. He has, during his -;hole
14, I87o. The residence of Mr. and Mrs. James Deem,
life, been a newspaper man, and when· not engaged in
which is upon the old homestead of the Deem family, is
editing a Republican journal has always been a faithful
the subject of an illustration in this volume.
contributor to its columns. He excels as a political
writer, and being well informed and endowed by nature
with a forcible and clear style of writing, is entitled to no
WILLIAM F. ALBRIGHT
mean place among American journalists.
is of German ancestry. He was born in Preble county,
March 20, 1823. He was married in 1844 to Elizabeth
Riner, of this county. Five children were born of this
I
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•·-------- ------ --~-~-:stry -;ar~-e~~ - The whole object and purpose of his
L. G. GOULD,
life, howe,·er, was by no means saving a fortune, or even
editor of the Eaton Democrat, was born in Carl.isle,
, accumulating an independence. He was one of the
Pennsylvania, December q, 1831. He was the son of
most liberal men in the community, and liberal alike with
Henry and Elizabeth (Rice) Gould, both natives of the
his time and money. There was no measure of public
same State. When a hoy of thirteen years of age the
good undertaken which did not receJve the support of
subject of our sketch bevan to learn the printer's trade,
his labors and influence and means. He aided every
which he has since followed, with some intermissions.
church society which erected a house of worship in
He was one of thirteen children, and his parents being
Eaton, during his citizenship, and it was very largely
poor the young man was obliged to support himself, and
through his generosity that the "old public church" on
had no opportunities to secure an education except those
the banks of Scven .Mile, was brought into existence.
which he made for himself. The printing office, howHe was not a member of any church, but a very moral
ever, is a good school, and in it the young man not only
man, one who by good works made mani;est the possesmade his living, but gained a practical education. In
sion of a noble theory of life's responsibilities and duties.
April, 18so, .Mr. Gould, then aged eighteen, came to
His wife was a communicant of the Presbyterian church,
Eaton, and was employed for about two years in the office
and that society received from the family a very liberal
of the Eaton Democrat, then under control of his bruther,
support. It was one of .Mr. Acton's deepest grounded
W. C. Gould. He afterwards purchased the Lebanon
beliefs that the highest good, morally, and therefore ma(Ohio) Citizen, and in the summer of I8SS traded offices
terially, was to be secured through education, and he
with his brother and became proprietor of the paper
therefore took an interest in school matters which was so
which he at present owns. He was married January IS,
constant and so intense as almost to become a noticable
1Bss, to Emily, daughter of Cornelius Van Ausdal. Two
eccentricity in his nature.
daughters were the result of this union, Edith L., and
No pains that he could take to improve the condition
Mary V. Gould. In I8SS Mr. Gould retired from the
of the schools, or indirectly aid education, seemed too
Democrat, and for some twelve years he engaged in mermuch for him, and no outlay of time or money too great.
cantile business and speculation. In the latter field of
He was always active in looking out for the advanceenterprise he lost all of his property and became seriousment of educational interests. For many years he was a
ly involved in debt.
In Dec~mber, 187o, he again
school direct0r, :md during several terms was president
became connected with the Democrat, which has since
of the board. In early years he was a lieutenant colonel
then had the benefit of his constant attention, and with
in the militia, and not long before the close of his useful
good results, as is shown by its increased circulation and
life was honored with the appointment by the governor
improved order of excellence. Mr. Gould has been for
of the office of associate judge of the Preble county
several years one of the trustees of the Dayton Asylum
court of common pleas. He was never an aspirant for
for the Insane, and has been honored by bemg called to
p11blic place; had he been he could, doubtless, have held
various official positions in the gift of the town in which
almost any position within the gift of the county, for he
he resides.
was personally very popular and held in high esteem for
his strict integrity of character, as well as his devotion to
the public good. Politically he was a Democrat
JOHN P. ACTON.
He died July 26, 1849, of cholera-one among the
The first representatives of the Acton family in Eaton
many of Eaton's worthy men who were cut down that
were John Acton and his wife, Nancy Buchanan Acton.
year by the terrible epidemic. His wife died January 31,
The former was born in Maryland, October 23, q81.
I8SS·
He married · his wife in Rockbridge county, Virginia,
This estimable pair of pioneers were the parents of
three children, all of whom were born prior to the Acwhere she was born October 3 1, 17 73· This couple,
with their three children, located in Eaton in the year
ton's immigration to Ohio. Mary R., widow of Samuel
1816, and the husband and father of the family immediRobinson, is the oldest She was born October 14, 18o9,
ately opened a little shop and began making hats--a
and is still living, and located near Eaton. Her sister,
Isabella Hall, wife of S. H. Hubbell, was born Septemtrade which was much in vogue in early years, and considered one of the best a man could engage in. John
ber 4, t8rs, and is now a resident of Eaton. John P.
Acton was, undoubtedly, a very good hatter, for he was
Acton was born September 4, 1812, and is, consequently,
successful in a pecuniary point of view and continued
in his sixty-ninth year. As boy and youth he had but
the business many years, in fact until a short time before
very little schooling, a result caused in part by his eyes
his death. His shop. a small frame structure, stood prefailing him, and in part by his rapid development to a
cisely upon the spot now covered by the parlor of John
condition of usefulness in his father's shop. Learning
P. Acton's home, and the house in which he lived is still
the hatter's trade at the age of fifteen he was soon placed
in existence, incorporated with his son-in-law's substanin charge of the shop, his father stepping aside from the
management to attend to other affairs, bttt retaining his
tial residence which, by the way, improved this site and
interest. Young Acton only followed hat making for
the general appearance of West Main street as long ago
as t84o. Mr. Acton was a very hard working, active
four or five years and then went into the grocery' business, which he followed for seven years--from 1836 to
man, and saved by frugality much of that which his in1
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1843-a portion of the time alone, but the greater part
29, I 792, in Kentucky, and his wife, who is still living,
in association with his brother-in-law, S. H. Hubbell
was born in Maryland, .February 12, 1794· They were
His store was where Andrew Coffman now conducts bus- the parents of nine children, of whom five are living :
iness. Soon after discontinuing the grocery business
Margaret (Honey), Lucy A. (Ware~, Joseph L, and WillMr. Acton engaged in the line which now occupies his
iam D., are deceased. Those living are: Thomas F.,
attention. He began the business of buying and selling
in Gasper township; John W., in Eaton; Burthenia M.
and manufacturing lumber. In 1849 he built a steam
(Mrs. Acton), and Nathaniel B., in Eaton, and Martin
saw-mill just west of Seven Mile creek. He has been
F., in Greenville, Ohio.
generally prosperous in conducting business at this mill,
and quite uniformly so from year to year, with the exception that the property was burned out in 1864. The
ANDREW JACKSON REYNOLDS
mill was soon re-built, however, and the business has
was bo~n in Cincinnati, Ohio, July I4, I831. His parsince been carried on uninterruptedly. Of late years
ents were Sacket and Mary Anne Reynolds. He graduMr. Acton has made a specialty of manufacturing hard
ated at Woodward college, Cincinnati, in I8SI, and at
lumber, walnut and poplar, and h:r.5 conducted this enterthe Theological seminary of Princeton, New Jersey, in
prise on a large scale. His mill does but very little cus·
1855· He was ordained as a minister in the Presbytetom work. Speculation has not engaged Mr. Acton's atrian church in 1856, was at Pleasant Run, Ohio, from
tention. The independence to which he has attained,
1856 to 186I; at Cumminsville, Ohio, from I86I to
financially, has been reached by the slow, sure, laborious
1869;at Lithopolis, Ohio, from 187oto 1873; at Eaton,
processes of legitimate business. Many other enterprises
Ohio, from 1875 to the present.
than his extensive lumber manufacturing have received a
He married Miss Charity P. Hunter, December I6,
share of his energy and activi•y. In 1872 he was one of
r857, at Pleasant Run, Ohio. Mr. anc Mrs Reynolds
four men who established the Preble County bank, a de·
have had six children, of whom four survive- Clarence
servedly successful institution. He has been for many
G., Mary E., Walter H., and Grace A., born respectively
years a very influential promoter of public improvements,
in 1859, 186r, 1864, and I868. Clarence G. is a memand has done much toward giving Preble county its railber of the senior class at the University of W()Oster, Ohio.
road and turnpike advantages. He was a director of the
Mr. Reynolds' ancestors, on his maternal grandmothEaton & Hamilton railroad in the early years of its exister's side, whose maiden name was Dumont, were French
ence, and is now one of the leading movers in the proHuguenots, who were persecuted by the State church for
ject of securing the construction of the Lake Erie &
their religious opinions, and some ()f whom fled to AmerSouthwestern railroad.
ica.
Mr. Reynolds still possesses two French Bibles,
John P. Acton's name has become, during his long
which belonged to their ancestors, and which are not
career in business almost a synonym for industry and inonly treasures to the antiquarian, but are mute witnesses
tegrity. He possesses the most substantial kind of abilto the nobility of soul which will not sin against conity and thoroughly practical business sagacity.
His
science at the command of tyrants. Mr. Reynolds' maenergy and enterprise have been something quite remarkternal grandfather was Captain Moses Guest, who served
able. His life has been characterized, too, by those
in the Revolutionary war, and was a man of great purity
qualities of kindness and benevolence which ought alof character, and some poetic talent. He formerly lived
ways to be found in connection with ability and successfulin New Brunswick, New Jersey, and came to Ohio with
ness. Politically Mr. Acton is a Democrat. He has
his family in 1817. He died universally lamented in
never sought political preferment, and we believe that
Cincinnati, in I828, aged seventy-two.
with the exception of being deputy to the county auditor,
Mr. Reynolds' father, Sacket Reynolds, was one of the
and adjutant to the militia, during his early years he has
earliest printers in Cincinnati, coming to that city in
not held public office. His taste has not been in that
r 8o6. He was long connected with the newspaper press
direction and he has been too busily engaged with other
in Cincinnati, respectively in the Liberty Hall and Cinaffairs to take any further interest in politics than is the
cinnati Gazelle, the .National Republican, the Cincinnati
absolute duty of the citizen.
Commercial, and the Gncinnati Press. He died in CinMr. Acton was married May I6, 1841, to Burthenia M.
cinnati, aged seventy-one, in 1867.
Stephens, his present helpmeet. Six children were the
fruit of this union, ~iz: John Thomas, deceased; Nancy
Margaret, wife of H. C. Heistand; Harvey H ., deceased; .
THE QUINN FAMILY.
Jo.>eph W., Mary Isabella, imd Elizabeth Ann, deceased.
John Quinn, who was the ancestor of the family of
Mrs. Acton was the daughter of John and Margaret
that name in Preble county, emigrated frcm the North of
Stephens, who came to Preble county in I8q, from
Ireland, about the year I 7so, and settled in the State of
Bourbon county, Kentucky, and located near Eaton.
New Jersey. Some time after his arrival in America he
They were people very highly regarged among the early
married a Miss Crooks, by whom he had ten children,
settlers. Both were members of the Eaton Methodist
Episcopal church when it had only half a dozen com- seven 'ions and three daughters, five of whom, four sons
and one daughter, ultimately coming to Ohio. The sons
municants. Mr. Stephens was clerk of Gasper township
who came to Ohio were: John, Robert, James, and
at the time of his death in 1827. He was born October
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Josepbh Ch.; the daugfhBter was E Jizabeth, dshe madr~ied a
man y t e name o
en nett ; t 11ey move to 1n tana at
an early day. John Quinn, the original immigrant, died in
.Maryland during the Revolutionary war. His sons, with
the exception of Joseph C., were all born in New Jersey,
but it is only necessary to speak of those who came to
Preble county.
Of these, John Quinn, the oldest, was born about the
year I 757; .he removed from Maryland, or Virginia,
to Georgia, where he married, and thence to Ohio; he
entered the northwest ·quatter of section thirty-one, town
six, range three east, and also the quarter north adjoining the same. He settled on the first named tract and
remained there until he sold it and moved to Delaware
county, Indiana, about the year I834· While in Preble
county he was for many years a justice of the peace of
Twin township, and married quite a number of persons,
as is shown by the old records. He died about the year
I839·
Robert Quinn, the second in age, who came to Ohio,
was born February 24, 1761. He removed, while a boy,
with his father's family to Maryland, where he rer.1ained,
with the exception of a short time that he lived in Virginia, until he removed to Georgia in the year 1789.
He served for a short period in the Federal army, during
the Revolutionary war, and was married about the year
I 787 to Elizabeth Lacey, a sister of General John Lacey,
a provincial officer of that rank, holding his commission
from the State of Pennsylvania, and captain in the Continental army during the struggle for independence.
The Lacey's were of Quaker stock, having emigrated
from the Isle of Wight, in the year 1699, and settled in
Bucks county, Pennsylvania. Elizabeth, the wife of
Robert Quinn, was born on the fourth day of December,
1760. She was a woman of more than ordinary ability
and information for the times in which she lived, being
well read in Homer (in translations, of course) and in the
works of many of the best authors of her time. Robert
Quinn and his young wife, after the birth of their oldest
daughter, Jane, removed from Maryland to Georgia in
the year 1789. They settled near Wrightsborough, in
Columbia county, arid here the remainder of their children were born. From Georgia they removed to Ohio in
the year 1805, settling first near Germantown, in Montgomery county. From there the following year they
came into what is now Lanier township, Preble county,
although it was then all Hardin township, Montgomery county, and rented a farm about one and a half miles
south of where West Alexandria now is. The same year
he entered the southeast quarter of section thirty-one,
town six, range three east, and shortly after the northeast quarter of section etghteen, in the same township
and range. This latter he sold to a friend of his, Will·
iam York, who emigrated from the same neighborhood
in Georgia to Ohio, a few years later. To the first
named quarter he removed with his family in February,
1807, and the day known among the early settlers as
"cold Friday," was passed in an open camp. This farm
he, with his son, opened up and it still remains the property of his descendants. Many hardships were endured,
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bhut g~me hwas .rle)ntyd(ashw~re ~ nd iands al~oh, ~hhough no"t at
t at time ostt e , an t e .amt y ar er, w tc was O•ten
scantily filled from the newly enclosed fields, was bountifully supplemented from the surrounding forests. He
was a natural mechamc, a wheelwright by trade; he
could make, and did make, almost every article used on
the farm, from a wagon to a pair of shoes. He and his
wife continued to reside here until his death, April Io,
I844, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. His wife survived him a little over five years, dying in August, I849.
Of his family, Jane, the oldest, was born at or near
Georgetown, in the present District of Columbia, in I 788.
She was married about the holidays of the year I813 and
I8I4, to Finney Hart, and settled in Dixon township,
Preble county. In I84Q she, with her husband and such
of her family as were not then married, moved to Peoria
county, Illinois, when she died about the year I863.
John Quinn, the oldest son, commonly known as General Quinn, was born near Wrightsborough, Columbia
county, Georgia, January 26, 1790, and was in his sixteenth year when the family came to Ohio. Like his
mother, he had a great fondne'>s for reading, and although
his early education was limited, by the poor facilities that
there were for acquiring knowledge in those days, yet by
improving all that came in his reach he became finally
a man of very good general information. On him in the
beginning devolved a good part of the work of the farm,
as he was the oldest son; and as years went by his
younger brothers, James and Robert, grew up and married, leaving him still there. He served for six months
as a solicitor in the War of 1812, in Captain J. C. Hawkins' company of Ohio militia, and about the year 1824
he was elected general of the militia of Preble county,
from which he obtained the title by which he was ever
afterwards known. He served for one term as a member
of the State board of equalization of real estate, and in
the year 1830 was elected sheriff of Preble county, which
office he held for two terms, retiring about January I,
1835. In the fall of the year 1837 he was elected a
member of the State house of representatives, holding
this office for one term only, after which he held no publie office. A Whig and a Republican in politics,
although very decided in his convictions, he seldom entered, at least during the lat:er part of his life, into political arguments with his opponents, and never into heated
controversies. A member during the latter part of his
life of the Disciples or Church of Christ, and for many
years an elder in that organization, he was with his religious as with his political convictions, always firm, but
always ready to concede to others every right which he
demanded for himself. He was married July 19, 1831,
to Mary Ann Pottenger, a daughter of Thomas Pottenger, one of the pioneers of Butler county, in which county
Mrs. Quinn was born, January 2, 1804. To John and
Mary Ann Quinn five sons were born, all of whom
reached manhood, and three are still living. During the
time he was sheriff, General Quinn lived in Eaton.
After the expiration of his term of office he returned with
his wife and one son to the farm, where his father lived,
and there his other four children were born. On this
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farm he contintled to reside until March, I872, when his
age and infirmities compelled him to quit all labor; and
as all of his living children had chosen other professions
than farming he returned to Eaton to reside with his
older living son, Robert W. Quinn, a lawyer of that place,
with whom he and his wife continued to live until his
death, which took pla.ce February I 2, I87 3· His wife
survived him only two weeks, and the funeral discourse
of each was delivered by Elder Levi Purviance, an aged
minister who had united them in marriage nearly fortytwo years before. He himself, who was nearly of the
same age as General Quinn, survived them only about
two months, dying in the following April. Thomas Pottenger Quinn, the oldest son of General Quinn, was horn
in Eaton, Ohio, July 6, I832. He graduated at Farmer's
college in I853, and was studying law in Eaton in the
summer of I 854, when the cholera broke out in the hotel
at which he was boarding. He returned to his father's
residence in Twin township on Saturday, but was taken
ill with the disease on Sunday evening July 23d, and died
the following day.
Robert Wilson Quinn, the second and oldest surviving
son of General Quinn, was born September 28, I835·
He is a lawyer, resides in Eaton, and his biography is
given more at large in the sketches of the Preble county
bar.
John Willett Quinn, the third son, was born near
Eaton, July 25, I838, and died at Monterey, Virginia,
April 28, I862. He was raised on a farm, and was following that business when the war of the Rebellion
broke out. In the fall of I86I he enlisted for three
years in Camp Harris, compa11y C, Seventy-fifth regiment Ohio volunteer infantry. The regiment remained
in camp during the winter of I86I-62, and in March of
the latter year was ordered into the field. After only
about one months active service he was taken with typhoid fever, and died in a few days.
James Lacey Quinn, the fourth son, born September
2I, I841, is a physician of Eaton, and a sketch of him
will be found in the history of the medical profession of
the county.
Samuel Milton Quinn, the fifth aud youngest son,
born February 5, 1844, is an attorney of the Cincinnati
bar. He was educated at the common schools and at
Farmer's college; and served four !JlOnths in the army
during the R:ebellion. He studied law with his brother,
R. W. Quinn, in Eaton, and was admitted to practice in
the year 18-. He afterwards took one course at the
law school of the Cincinnati college, where he graduated in the class of 187-. He has since practiced in
Cincinnati.
James Quinn, the second son of Robert Quinn, sr.,
was born near Wrightsborough, Georgia, in the year
I 792. He came with his father and mother to Ohio,
and served for about nine months as a soldier in the
War of 1812. He was married to Sarah Glims about
the year x8q, and died on his farm on the Dayton pike
two miles west of West Alexandria, in the year I839·
He followed farming all of his life. By his wife he had
five sons and two daughters, all of whom, except one

son, are now living. John Lacey Quinn, the oldest, was
born February 29, I82o, resides in Eaton, and was for
many years engaged, in connection with his son, N. J.
Quinn, in the grain and tobacco trade. Robert Marion
Quinn, the second son of James Quinn, also resides in
Eaton, as also does William D. Quinn, the fourth son.
The latter has served for two terms as clerk of the
courts of Preble county. James H. Quinn, the third
son, removed to the State of Illinois about the year
1855, where he still resides. Joseph H., the youngest,
died in I852. The two daughters, Eliza Ann and Sarah
Jane, married two brothers, George and Sylvester Irwin,
of Randolph county, Indiana, where they, with their
families, still reside. All of the children of James
Quinn married except William D. and Joseph H. The
former is a bachelor, and the latter died when a young
man.
Robert Quinn, jr., or as he is better known as Colonel
Quinn, a title he derives from holding that rank in the
militia, the third son of Robert Quinn, sr., was born
near Wrights borough, Georgia, February 2, I 795· He
also came with his parents to Preble county, where his
life was spent on the farm until he grew to manhood
He served for about three months in Captain Black's
company in the War of I812, as a substitute for his
brother James. About the year I 8- he married Sarah
Warson, by whom he had several children, only two of
whom, however, survive: Joseph W. Quinn, born March,
I823, and Nancy Jane, married George W. Christman,
now residing in Indiana. Colonel Quinn was a man of
powerful constitution, and although well advanced in his
eighty-sixth year, he still enjoys reasonable health and
resides with his son, Joseph \V., about one mile northeast of Eaton. Margaret, the second daughter of Robert Quinn, sr., was born near Wrightsborough, Georgia,
about the year I 798, and was married about I83o to
Peter Aten, who died in I843· She has since remained
a widow, moving with her family to Illinois in I849,
and with her sons to Texas in I877, where she still resides.
Elizabeth, the third daughter of Robert Quinn, sr.,
born about the year I8oi, married Samuel P. Wilson,
and after spending many years in Eaton, removed with
her husband first to Cambridge city, and afterwards to
Muncie, Indiana, where the latter died, and where she
still ,lives as his widow. Mary Ann, the youngest daughter of Robert Quinn, sr., died unmarried in I83o.
James Quinn, sr., the third brother, who came to
Preble county, was born in New Jersey in the year I763.
With his brothers he emigrated from Maryland to
Georgia, and from the latter State to Ohio in I8o5.
He entered the southeastern quarter of section seven,
town six, range three east, and resided on it until about
the year I838, when he started with his family to move
to the then territory of Iowa, but was taken sick on the
road, and died somewhere in the State of Illinois. His
family, with the exception of two daughters, removed to
Iowa where most of them !'till reside.
Joseph C. Quinn, the youngest of the four brothers,
who came from Georgia, entered the east half of section
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six in town five, raage three east. He was a bachelor,
and spent his time between Georgia, where he had one
brother and two sisters still living, Ohio and Missouri.
He died at the residence of his nephew, James Quinn,
jr., in September, 1837.
The four brothers were equally divided politically,
John and Joseph C. being Democrats while Robert and
James were Whigs, and many and hot were the debates
especially between James and Joseph, and laughable
stories are told of their political quarrels.

DANIEL CHRISMAN,
the youngest son of Daniel and Mary (Ozias) Chrisman,
mention of whose family may be found in Gratis township, was born on the old home place in Gratis township,
July 6, 18u. His grandfather, Rev. Jacob Chrisman,
died one year before Daniel was born. The latter grew
up on the farm of his father, upon which farm he
continued to work and reside until the year 1847. . In
the days of his boyhood educational advantages were
few. His father, however, was anxious that his son
should receive the full benefit of these few opportunities,
and desired him to go to school as much as possible.
He did go long enough to receive some education, but
at that time he was full of boyish notions, and for him
an unbroken colt had more attraction than a schoolmaster. He was reared in that strict morality and sobriety which has ever characterized his life. The hard work
of the farm was not attractive to the spirited boy, but he
more than made up for the little intervals of leisure
which he seized when a boy, by too hard application in his
early manhood. He feels that he would be a more vigorous man to-day had he been more economical of his
physical powers. Being the youngest child, he was as
the apple of his father's eye, and the hearts of father and
son were knit together in bonds of affection peculiarly
tender. As one by one the father saw his boys leaving
the paternal roof to establish homes of their own, which
were provided by fatherly affection, he could not bear
the idea of giving up his youngest born, and accordingly
exacted a promise from that son that he remain upon
the old place with him. Daniel agreed to this, and
after his marriage to Eliza A. Fudge, January 31, 1839,
he continued to live at his father's house for nine years.
His wife is the sixth daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth
Fudge, of Lanier township, the history of whole family
is found in another part of this work. Being of a good
and industrious family, Mrs. Chrisman was eminently
fitted to be a helpmeet to her husband. After living
with old Mr. Chrisman for nine 'years, he voluntarily released his son from his promise to remain on the home
place, believing that his son's interests would be best subserved by removing to the farm in Washington township,
which the latter had purchased Accordingly the younger Mr. Chisman removed to his farm, which consisted
of one hundred and sixty acres in section thirty-three of
Washington township. This place, which was known as
the Widow Fall farm, had on it a hewed-log house and a
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log barn, which at that time were considered very nice
buildings. Here he continued to reside until after the
railroad had been put through the place. It had been
his intention to erect a residence near the old house, but
the path of the locomotive crossed the proposed site,
and, consequently, he decided to build on the quarter of
section twenty-eight of Washington township, which farm
had been previously presented to him by his father. Mr.
Chrisman assisted in making the first "deadening" on
this farm, which was cleared in part before he became its
owner. While still in the first place, Mr. Chrisman's
aged father, having for a time made his home with 'his
other sons, made arrangements to make his permanent
horne with his son Daniel. He continued to live with
the latter until his death, which occurred February r 2,
r86 r. The old gentleman removed with the family to
the new brick house which was erected on the Richmond
pike in 18 s6, and in that house there is still a room
which bears the sacred name of "father's room," in
which the old man died. In the spring of 1857, Mr.
Chrisman erected his commodious barn. Since he has
moved to his present fine residence, he has greatly improved the farm, which is one of the most productive in
the county. Judicious draining has greatly improved the
quality of the soil. .Mr. Chrisman has always been a
very energetic farmer, and by economy and intelligent
management has made a success· of his farming, ar.d has
accumulated a handsome property. He has never made
a specialty of stock raising, although he ra1ses none but
the best stock.
From time to time he has added to his real estate by
the purchase of faqns. In r872 he bought the Meroney
farm, consisting of one hundred and sixty acres of land,
adjoining his old place. He presented to his eldest
daughter one hundred and twenty acres of the Meroney
place. In r876 he purchased sixty acres of land, located about two miles west of Camden.
Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Chrisman, two of whom survive. Their eldest oaughter,
Elizabeth, was born October 28, 1839, and married
James Banta; their youngest daughter, Mary Catharine,
was born March rs, 1847; an infant son died March 28,
r857, when only four days old.
Mr. and Mrs. Chrisman and their youngest daughter
united with the Methodist Episcopal church at Eaton,
during the pastorate of Rev. A. Meharry, the eldest
daughter having joined the church several years previous.
Mr. Chrisman was reared in a religious atmosphere, his
grandfather being a minister, and his father a most godly
man, often having religious services in his house, in
Gratis township. The Chrismans have been, first old
line Whigs, and then strong Republicans, in whose faith
Mr. Chrisman is a strong believer.

COLONEL ROBERT WILLIAMS, JR.
Colonel Williams was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, January 24, r84r. His father, Robert Williams,
sr., was a native of Maryland, born in 18u; removed to
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this county in 1856, and settled at Camden, where he has
been engaged in business for many years. When a boy
the subject of this biography learned the cooper's trade,
at which he worked some six years, and had but limited
school advantages. On the breaking out of the Rebellion, in April, 1861, he enlisted in company B, Twentieth
Ohio volunteer infantry, for the three months' service,
and was sergeant of his company. In the fall of that year
he was made captain of company B, Fifty-fourth Ohio
volunteer infantry, for the three years' service, and appointed by Colonel Smith drill master of the regiment.
At Paducah, in Fedruary, 1862, the regiment was assigned to the division commanded by General Sherman.
Its first engagement was at Pittsburgh Landing, where
company B formed on the extreme left of the army.
Sickness had reduced its ranks to such an extent that the
company had only forty-two men in line, and of these
lost twenty-five in killed and wounded. At the siege of
Corinth, early in June, Colonel Williams had charge of
the provost guard, and in the engagement at Chickasaw
Bayou, late in December, he commanded his regiment,
and was severely wounded in the left breast. In JanuarY., 1863, followed the capture of Arkansas Post:and
Colonel Williams, being yet unable to lead his regiment,
acted as aid-de-camp to General Smith. In this engagement he took a severe cold, .which resulted in inflammation of the lungs. Soon aiterward he was taken down
with the small-pox, and was in the hospital from the fourteenth of April to the first of July. In the meantimeMarch 30, 1863-he was commissioned major of his reg·
iment, having ranked as such from November 27, 1862.
In the following extract of a letter from General Smith
to Governor Dennison, will be found a handsome compliment to Colonel Williams' military valor;
"HF.ADQt;ARTERS SECO~D BRIGADE,
}
SECOND DIVISION, Fwn:ENTH ARMY CORPS,
YOUNG'S POINT, LoUISIANA, February 2_s, x863.

regiment, the Fifty-fourth Ohio volunnteer infantry, for the promotion
of
•
•
•
•
and Captain Williams. Of the conduct of
the latter in the late affairs at Chickasaw Bayou and Arkansas Post
I cannot speak in too high terms.
He led, at the former place, what
was literally a forlorn hope. Twenty-three out of two hundred of his
men fell dead and wounded around him while storming what afterwards
pro•·ed an invulnerable rifle pit and battery. He never faltered or
avcred until struck in the breast by a minnie ball, when he was carried
away lifeless, as we supposed, from the field. Fortunately the wadding
of his coat, and other articl~s in his pocket, stopped the missile, and
though the blood was forced from his mouth, ears and nostrils, by the
shock , he rallied, and insisted upon taking the field in the next engagement at Arkansas Post. Unable to walk, I furnished htm a horse, and
he acted as my aid-de-camp, rendering me most valuable service.
He is cool, courageous, perfectly correct in his habits, perfectly temperate, highly accomplished in his profession, and the best, the very best,
drill officer that I have met in the army. Therefore, I commend him
to you with confidence that if you give him promotion you wtll render
to the command most valuable service and through his example to the
corps. T have the honor to be, with the highest respect,
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS K. SMITH.
'fo his excellency, the governor of Ohio."

January 8, 1864, Colonel Williams was commissioned
lieutenant colonel, but on the fourteenth of the followinp;
September he resigned on account of inflammation of
the lungs, resulting from his wound. In the fall of x866
he was elected treasurer of Preble county, and re-elected
in 1868, but resigned the following April, to accept the
appointment of collector of internal revenue for the
third collection district of Ohio, which position he still
holds. In April, 1875, he became connected as editor
and proprietor of the Eaton Rtgister, but subsequently
sold out. Colonel Williams is a man of excellent business abilities, and of unassailable integrity.
Notwithstanding his decided opinions, he is genial and
sociable, and is very popular. He was married in July,
1863, to Miss Elvira Elliott, of this county, to whom
have been born five children-one son and four daughters.

SIR:-Herewith please find a petition from all the officers of my old

...

DIXON.
PHYSICAL FEATURES, ETC.

This township which is designated in the congressional
survey as township seven of range one, is one of the four
westernmost townships in Preble county. It borders on
Israel township on the south, and on Jackson on the
north. To the east lie Gasper and Washington townships while for its western boundary it has the State of
Indiana
In appearance this township is varied. It is hilly in
the eastern and northern parts, but in the south and west
a long reach of level country extends as far as the eye
can reach.
The physical features of the eastern portion are closely
allied to those of the adjoining townships. Here the
country is hilly- not hills-steep and rugged, but of
gentle and easy ascent, followmg each other as regularly
as the rolls of the prairie. The soil which is clay on a
limestone subsoil, is productive, and under a good state
of cultivation. Fields, heavily loaded with crops of
grain, meet the eye of the summer visitor, bespeaking, at
once, the industry and prosperity of the owners. The
chief crops are corn and wheat, and these thrive here.
Large quantities of hay are also grown, and the huge
barns which everywhere dot the landscape, attest the success attending the labors of the husbandman. Indeed,
these barns far surpass the dwelling houses in their
grand proportions. While the small, cozy cottage is sufficient for the simple needs of the owner, the claims of
his crops are recognized by the erection of barns of more
than generous proportions. These immense structures
often exhibit as many as five or six tiers of windows.
As one moves farther westward, a striking change
takes place in the appearance of the country. Instead
of the rolling ground of the eastern portion of the
townships he finds himself entering upon a long stretch
of plain, reaching out on every side. He is now entering upon the most fertile portion of the township and,
indeed, of the county. This reach of land, once regarded as useless so far as agricultural purposes were
concerned, is now the location of our most prosperous
farmers. At the time or the pioneer settlements, the
settlers of the middle and eastern portions supposed
that they had an unlimited pasture ground stretching
to the west, so unreclaimed was this land considered.
But finally some of the more knowing settled on the
condemned tract if we may so designate it, and commenced a struggle with the natural difficulties of the
soil. By means of long, deep ditches, and by maintaining a good system of drainage, a decided change for the
better was produced. The forest gave way and culti-

.

, vated fields took their places. Instead of the boggy and
treacherous soil, there was a good, firm one, one which
admitted of tillage and improvement. Subsequent results have demonstrated how correct were the convictions
of those hardy pioneers regarding the capabilities of this
region, which they so bravely located upon for the purpose of engaging in a hand-to-hand attack on the works
of nature.
The inhabitants of this township are hospitable and
courteous in their treatment of strangers. The township
is strictly an agricultural one. No towns exist in the
whole township, which are incorporated. Here and
there a few dwelling houses cluster around some church
or school, but this is all. This lack of resorts for the
idle is largely instrumental in preserving the peace and
quiet of this section. The inhabitants are proud to say
that they have not a single dram shop in their midst.
One old farmer will exultingly inform you that "they
have the most civil and law-abiding township in the
county. He had it from the sheriff, and he ought to
know."
There are no streams of importance in the township.
Four Mile creek winds through the central portion from
north to south, but is scarcely deserving of the name of
creek. During the summer months a mere thread of
water finds its way along the river bed, but of not sufficient magnitude to turn the water mills along its course.
In the eastern sections there is a small stream called
Paint creek. It is of small importance, however.
Another of the same kind flows through the southwestern
sections.
The soil in the township is of a clayey nature and
highly productive, but not so much so as that of the
western sections, where large deposits of vegetable matter have been accumulated during inundations in the
past.
EARLY SE1TU:l\fF.NTS.

It is to be regretted that the early records of the
township cannot be obtained, but by some carelessness
they have been mislaid, and arc not to be found. Some
of the most important facts are obtainable from the older
settlers; but on many points we are unable to speak
positively.
There is but little reason to doubt but that Eli Dixon
was the first settler in the township which bears his
name. As early as 1804 he moved to Ohio from Georgia, and settled on the farm now owned by Alexander
Huffman. A small creek running through the place is
still known as Dixon's branch. Four brothers came at
once-Eli, Samuel, Stephen, aud Joseph. The only one
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who became identified with the history of the township : not be stated positively. Perhaps he was one of those
is Eli. Samuel was partially insane, and Stephen was
uneasy spirits who cannot endure the sight of civilizakilled while still young by some wandering Indians, on
tion, and so kept fleeing before the steady march of
the banks of the Wabash river, in Indiana. Of Joseph
progrt"ss, or perchance he was among those who fell on
nothing is known. It is to Eli that our attention is
the frontier defending their homes against the encroachcalled. He probably came early enough to get his land ' ments of the Indians. In those days every able bodied
man was required to serve on the frontier for a certain
in readiness for the spring planting. His farm lay in
what was called the ''Four Mile " settlement. Along
time. One division would go to the front and therethe banks of the stream named "Four Mile" the first
mainder would stay at home to farm the land and also
settlers located and were known by that name. Few
to act as a home guard and reserve force.
facts can be obtained relative to Dixon's history. He 1
About 18Io or I8I2 settlements were made in the
was at one time a captain in the Ohio militia, and after southern and eastern parts of the township.
the organization of the township he was elected a justice
In I812 Simeon Gard came from Pennsylvania to
of the peace, but farther than that we cannot speak
Cincinnati by water, and from there mm:ed to Dixon
positively. As early as I8I8 he moved with his family
and settled on the farm now owned by Little John
Gard. He entered four hundred and eighty acres of
to Green county, Indiana, and there it is supposed he
died. Dixon's whole life seems shrouded in a cloud of land in section twenty-five. Simeon Gard was born in
Pennsylvania in I777· He died in I856. His wife,
uncertainty, and no one now can speak of him from
personal knowledge.
Anna, who was born in Virginia in I 777, died in the
The next to come into the township was a Kentuckian
year I85o. Littel John Gard was born in Fayette
named Kercheval. Indeed some are in doubt as to
county, Pennsylvania, in I8o2, and is still living on the
whether he was not the first man, but the majority of farm which his father entered In I8I2. He was married
opinions make him arrive later in the year than Dixon,
to Nancy Wright, who was born in Erie county, Pennpossibly pretty nearly at the same time. Kercheval setsylvania, in I8o7, and who died in I864. Mr. Gard is
tied farther south on Four Mile creek, in section twentythe father of eleven children, two of whom are deceased.
eight He built a mill there, but was probably a resi- John was in the war of the Rebellion, in the Ninety-third
regiment, Ohio volunteer infantry, and died at Nashville
dent of this township for only a short time, as his name
in 1863.
does not occur in any of the later papers, nor is he ever
mentioned by the present inhabitants. This mill was
About the time that the Congers settled in the townthe first ever built in the township; it stood on the east
ship Thomas Woodward located in the northern part
bank of Four Mile creek, on the same site where the
of the township on Four Mile creek. The land he enNiccum mill now stands.
tered is now the property of Martin Swisher.
In I 8o6 BP-njamin Harris moved to this State from
Sections one and two were settled by two brothers,
Kentucky, and settled on the farm now known as the
Henry and Peynton Bristow, and the land now owned
by Levi Wyatt was entered by Phineas Hart.
Thomas Huffman estate
In I8o7 Paul Larsh arrived from Pennsylvania, and
Levi Gard was born in Pennsylvania in 1799· In 1756,
settled on the present Larsh estate. The first year was
he, with his father, Jeremicrh Gard, started for Ohio, to
spent in a camp, where a son, Newton Larsh, was born.
look for a suitable locality for settlement. His father
There is a report existing that says he was born beside
rode the family mare, and he walked the whole distance.
They camped out on the way, and one night were greatly
a large fallen tree, and that during the life of Newton
Larsh no one was allowed to disturb that log. Until the
disturbed by the wolves, who were attracted to the camp
time of his death it lay where it fell, a grim and silent
by the savory smell otfresh venison. The Gards arrived
landmark.
at a point on Mill creek, about ten miles notheast of CinAbout this time a Kentuckian, whose name was Bencinnati. Then Levi rented some land, and in that same
jam in Harris, came from the south and located on the
year returned .to Pennsylvania and was married to Sophia
farm now owned by Thomas Huffman.
Barkdall, of that State She was born in Germany in
In 18o8 the Truaxes settled in the western part of the
I778, and died in I8S7· Levi died in I86o. Both of
<;ettlement. This was on the swampy land mentioned
them died on the first day of January. In 1798 Levi
Gard and wife removed to Ohio, bringing their housein the preceding paragraph on "physical features." By
means of drainage this land was reclaimed and made to
hold goods in a flat-boat dowh the Ohio river. They
yield rich harvests. Among the first settlers in this resettled a little south of Mt. Pteasant, Hamilton county,
gion of swamp and bog were the Lybrooks, who located
where they remained until the last week of December,
on what is now the Toney estate owned by Carey Toney.
r8o6, when they removed to Union county, Indiana. In
This is now the richest part of the township. At .heavy
passing northward they had to ford the Miami river,
expense tiling has been laid and the water carried off in
which at that time of the year was full of floating .ice.
undergrouud channels. Mr. Jehu Rhea, of this neighIn r8o9 the Gards moved to section thirty-one of Dixon
borhood, has as much as one thousand five hundred
township, and settled on the farm now owned by John
rods of tiling on his farm.
Gard. All was forest around them, and there was no
A settler cotemporary with Lybrook was a Mr. De
habitation to receive them, save the little log cabin withCoursey, but where he was from and where he went canout a floor. During the winter a temporary floor was
1
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made of "score" blocks, and soon afterwards a puncheon
floor was made. John Gard still has in his possession the
original puncheons used. Levi Gard served tl'!.rough the
War of 1812, and was obliged to leave his family in the
midst of a forest full of wild beasts and Indians, but no
harm came to them. To Mr. and Mrs. Gard were born
eight children, of whom five are living; four are in Dixon
township.
John Gard .was born in Hamilton county, in December, 18o6, and w~s married in I832, to Nancy Sprout,
who died in 1842. They had three children-Levi R.
lives in Dixon; Elizabeth, wife of Ira Duvall, lives in
Union county, Indiana; and Harvey L. lives in Israel
township. In 186o Mr. Gard was again married to Dorcas (Jones) Ammerman, widow of Martin Ammerman.
She was born in I82o.
Mr. Gard owns the quarter section upon which his
father settled. Mr. Gard moved to Rush county, Indiana, in 1833, and remained there six years, when he returned to Dixon township.
Robert, son of Barfoot and Nancy Runyan, born in
Rowan county, North Carolina, August I, 1787. When
nine years of age he moved to Madison county, Kentucky, with his parents, and two years later to Barren
county, where he lived until he reached his twenty-first
year, at which time he married Elizabeth Burns. In
t8o6 he moved to Somers township, and built a cabin
below the iron bridge. He remained here until 18o8,
and then settled on the farm now owned by Robert Harris, near Sugar valley, Dixon township. While here he lost
his first wife, who died in 1823. In the following year,
I824, he married his second wife, Mary, widow of James
McAuley, with whom he lived until her death, which occurred in the year 1868. During the yeiu 1812, Mr.
Runyan took part in the war. After living near Sugar
valley for twenty year, he purchased the farm on which
he afterwards died.
Samuel Gordon came into Dixon in 1810, and made
his location in section twenty. He was born in Guilford
county, North Carolina, in 1795, and died in Dixon in
I86o. He was in the six months' servict! in the War of
1812. He was married to Sarah Gard, who was born in
1803, and to them were born ten children, only three of
whom survive, viz: Levi, who resides in Henry county,
Indiana; Phebe, wife of Taylor W. Nicum, in Jackson
township, this county, and John, who occupies the home
farm in Dixon. He was married to Esther Ann Stiffler,
in 1865, and has a family of five children living, and one
dead He was in the war of the Rebellion as a member
of the Forty-seventh regiment Ohio volunteer infantry.
George Parks emigrated with his parents, Samuel and
Charity Parks, from Kentucky, in 1811, and settled on
the farm now owned by John Conger, in section twentyfive. George Parks was born in t8oi, and in 1825 married Mary Price, who was born in Butler county, Ohio,
in I8os. The issue of this marriage was nine children,
eight living, named as follows: Silas, Harriet, Elizabeth,
Henry N., Catharine, Mary Jane, Charity, and Leander.
Harriet and Henry reside in Grant county, Indiana;
Catharine in Eaton, and the rest in this township. Silas

was married to Nancy (Rhea) Gordon in 1877, the widow
of S. Gordon. Leander married in 1869, Livice Lewis.
Among the earliest settlers of the Sugar valley neighborhood was Josiah Simonson. His son, Jessie, is now
living there. Josiah Simonson was killed by the accidental discharge of a gun. He took the piece down,
and, thinking it to be unloaded, he pushed the hammer
back with his foot, putting his mouth at the same time to
the muzzle; for the purpose of blowing the tube clear.
The hammer slipped from under his foot, and the gun,
which was heavily loaded, went off, sending the entire
charge through the lower part of his head. He lived
until early morning and then expired. Mr. Simonson
was one of the pioneers of his district, and his frightful
death cast a deep gloom over the community which had
grown up around him.
In 1815 John Pinkerton settled in the township,
and in the following year, r8I6, Major William Gray, an
officer in the Revolutionary war, settled on section fifteen, on the farm now owned by Robert Gray.
Michael Runyon entered a quarter section in the
southeastern part of the township, where the Congers
now reside. He afterwards sold out and went to Illinois.
In 1812 Josiah Conger emigrated from Kentucky to
Ohio and settled in Dixon township, in the vicinity of
what is now called Sugar valley. He was a native of the
Carolinas. From there he moved to Tennessee. He
next went to Kentucky, and afterwards to Ohio, where
he lived until his death, in I 843. His death was caused
by the accidental discharge of a gun. Mr. Conger was a
minister of the Christian church, having entered upon his
sacred office when only twenty-three years of age, and
continuing until his death. The journey from Kentucky,
which they were three weeks in accomplishing, was made
in a four-horse wagon. They settled on the farm now
owned by Mr. Thompson. His wife, Catharine (Runyon),
was born in 1787, and died in 187 I. They were the
parents of eleven children, five sons and six daughters,
as follows: Nancy (Marshall), deceased; Aaron R.;
Moses; Anna (Hoffman), deceased; Sarah, widow of Alexander Rhea; Mary (McWhinney), deceased; John, deceased; Eli; Melissa, widow of Henry Overholzer; William; and Evelina, wife of Jacob Marshall. Moses and
A. R. Conger are the only members of the family now
residing near Sugar valley, who were raised there.
Aaron Ross Conger, the eldest son of Josiah Conger,
was born in Tennessee in 1805. He came with his father
and mother first to Kentucky, and thence to Ohio, and
settled in Dixon township. In r827 he was married to
Ruth Marshall, by whom six children were born, four of
whom are living. His first wife died in 1847, and in
1848 was married to Rhoda A. Robinson, who was born
in- 1825. She is the daughter of Isaac and Rhoda Robinson, who settled in Monroe township. Mr. ·conger
has had no children by his second wife. He owns eighty
acres of well imp~oved land in section twenty-four where
he resides.
Moses Conger, who emigrated to Ohio from Kentucky
in I812, settled with his parents in section fourteen of
Dixon township, this county. He was born in 18o7,
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and in I828 married Phcebe Price, who was born in
I8o7. To them were born nine children, five of whom
are living: Sarah J., wife of Meeker S. Morton; Elizabeth A., wife of Lemuel S. Bennett, William W., living
in Dixon township, and John A., who resides in Illinois.
William W. Conger, born in I8J4, married Julia \Vilkinson in x86o. She was born in I843, and is the daughter of George Wilkinson. Mr. and Mrs. Conger have
four children, all living: Emma, Royal, Edward, and
Bertha. Mr. Conger owns forty-seven acres of land in
section twenty-four.
In I8Io Jacob Marshall settled in Dixon, on the farm
now known as the Marshall estate, in section twenty-four.
Marshall was a Marylander, and his wife, Rebecca Murray, was from the same State. Ten children were born
to them, five of whom are still living, as follows: Josiah,
who is living in this township; Edmund, in Indiana;
William, in Butler county, Ohio; Jacob, in Harrison
township, and Ephraim in Kansas.
Josiah Marshall
married Harriet Price in I 834, the issue of which union
was six children, four of whom survive, viz: Mrs. David
Wilkinson, resides in Washington township; Mrs. John R.
Burson, Mrs. John Brower, and Mrs. John Hickman, in
Dixon. Jacob Marshall served six months in the War
of 18I2.
Daniel Brower was born in Virginia in I8o3, and emigrated to Ohio in IBIS- He married Sarah Shively, who
was born in Stark county, Ohio, in I8r I, and died in
I877. Four of their nine children are living, two in
Dixon township, and two in Indiana. Jacob Brower,
the father of Daniel, was born in Virginia in 1 77 2, and
settled in Lanier township in I8I 5, where he died in I 832.
His wife was a native of Maryland, and died in 1876.
The old folks were the parents of eleven children.
Thomas Pinkerton came to Dixon in IBIS, with his
father, John Pinkerton, who entered land in section thirty-two. John Pinkerton subsequently represented Preble
. county in the State legislature two terms. Thomas was
born in South Carolina in I793• and married, in I8I6,
Margaret McGaw, by whom he had seven children, two
of whom survive: Elizabeth, wife of John B. Foster, living in Illinois, and W. A. Pinkerton, in this township,
W. A. was born in I 82 I; married, in 1843, Maria Sterrett,
who was born in I 82 I. They have had four children,
two living. Mr. Pinkerton has held the office of justice
of the peace six years, and has been trustee of the township some fifteen years.
Major William Gray settled in Dixon in I8r6. He was
a native of Pennsylvania, born in q 55, and emigrated to
this county from Tennessee. He entered the land in section fifteen, which Robert Gray now owns. Major Gray was
in the Revolutionary war, and served during almost the
entire period of its continuance. He died in I849· His
wife, whose maiden name was Ann Thornberry, was a native of North Carolina, born in q64, and died in I8S4·
They had five boys and six girls, thre..,.ofthem now living,
viz.: Mrs. Ann Garvis, in Union county, Indiana, Mrs.
Elizabeth Shoemaker, in Grant county, Indiana, and Mrs.
Cynthia Shoemaker, in Darke county, Ohio. John Gray,
father of Robert, now residing in this township, was born

in North Carolina in 1797, and came to Ohio with his
father in I8I6. He was married to Nancy Rhea, who
was born in I 799· Her father was one of the early settlers of Washington township, having located there as
early as x8xo. Six of the thirteen children born to John
and N:mcy Gray are now living, namely: Robert, in·
this township; Mrs. Thomas Reed, near Springfield, Illinois; Mrs. J. W. Cook, in Jay county, Indiana; Clark, in
Logansport, Indiana; James, in Arit;ona, and Margaret,
wife of James Paddock, in Kansas. Robert Gray was
married in 1864, to Rachel Cunningham, widow of Henry
Cunningham, and has two children.
Nancy Cooper, widow of Benjamin Cooper, sr., emigrated to Preble county from Kentucky with her family
in I 8 I 6, and settled in section seventeen. She was born
in Woodford county, Kentucky, in 1775, her maiden
name being De Coursey. Benjamin Cooper, sr., died in
Kentucky, in the year 18o3. There are two children
now living-Mrs. Jane Davis, widow of Jesse Davis,
living in Carroll county, Indiana, and Benjamin, sr.,
in this township.
Benjamin Cooper, jr., was born
in I8o4, and was married in 1837, to Susannah
Flora, who was born in Franklin county, Virginia,
in 1819.
Mr. Cooper began in the woods on the
farm now owned by his daughter, Mrs. Ross. This farm
he cleared up, having purchased it of William De Coursey in 1835. By hard work and industry he has accumulated a fine property. He has given to each of his
children as they married and left the old home the sum
of five thousand dollars. His surviving children are Mrs.
Smith Railsback, Mrs. David Railsback, and Mrs. F. V.
Ross.
Carey Toney moved into Dixon and settled in section
six in I8I9. He was born in Buckingham county, Virginia about the year I 779, and died in this township.
His wife, Elizabeth (Doren), died at the advanced age
of nint:ty·seven or ninety-eight years. They had a
family of ten children, four now living, namely: James,
near Logansport, Indiana; Archibald, Jonathan and Har·
rison, in Dixon. Archibald was born in Franklin
county, Virginia, in x8o1, and came to this township
with his parents in 1819. He has been twice married.
His first wife was Dorcas White, born in x8o2, died in
185o. In 185I he was married to Catharine Whitesell,
who was born in 1821. By his first marriage he had
five children, who are all living, and by his second marriage ten children, eight of whom are living.
Harmon Toney emigrated from Virginia to Ohio in
1819, and located on the farm now owned by Anderson
Toney. His wife was Fanny Kingley.
Carey Toney was born in section eight, Dixon township, in I842, and in 1863 married Sarah Moss, who
was born in 1846 in Carroll county, Indiana. Four of
their six children are living. Mr. Toney resides m section seventeen of Dixon township.
William, son of Harmon Toney, was born in Dixon
township in I838, and in December, 1859, was married
to Margaret E. Witt, who was born in Union county, Indiana, in 1842. Two of their three children are living:
Andrew H. and Orla L. Minta died in x88o. Mr.
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Toney owns one hundred and ninety acres adjoining
his residence in section eight, and one hundred and
twenty acres in section six, where he is building a new
house.
Joseph Mi11er was born in North Carolina in 1772 and
removed from that State and settled in Somers township
in 1818. In 1820 he moved into this township and settled in section thirty-six. Here he died in March, 1859.
His wife, who was Ann Hodgens, was born in 1778 and
died in 1856. Of their seven children three are now
living, viz.: Robert H., Martha C. (Stubbs) and Joseph
H., who resides on the old homestead. Joseph H. married
for his first wife Margaret Elizabeth McDivitt, who died
in 1841, and he subsequently married HannahS. Booker,
born in 1821, and whose parents were early settlers in
the county. By his first wife there were born three children, one of whom is deceased. He had no children by
his second marriage.
Samuel Morton was born in Warren county, Ohio, in
1819, and came with his parents, Benjamin and Hannah
Motton, who were early 'iettlers of Israel township. He
married Susan 1\inney in 1856, who was born in 1832.
They have had five children, four of whom are living.
Noah is at home, as are also John and Kate. In 187o
Samuel Morton was elected township trustee and served
two terms. Mr. Morton has built a large number of
houses in Dixon township.
Ora P. Morton was born in 1857, in Dixon township,
and he is the oldest child of Samuel and Susan Morton,
who now reside in section thirty of Dixon township. Mr.
Morton married Miss Anna Honsher, who was born in
1857. He is the owner of one hundred and twenty acres
of land located in section thirty-six, Gasper township.
Samuel Pottenger was born in Kentucky, in 1790.
While a child, in 188o, his parents emigrated to Butler
county, Ohio. He died in 1859, his death being caused
by injuries received from a runaway team of horses.
His wife, Jane McCowen, was born in 1799, and is still
living. She emigrated to Preble county with her parents
from Tennessee, in 1816. Her mother lived to be one
hundred and seven years old. To Samuel and Jane
Pottenger were born three children, all of whom are still
living. Nancy Jane married Cornelius McDivitt and resides in Dixon township. Mary Ellen married Edmund
Murphy and lives in Butler county. James H. lives in
Dixon township.
Cornelius McDivitt married Nancy Jane Pottenger in
186o. They have had three children, all of whom are
alive. Their farm, consisting of two hundred and forty
acres, is under a good state of cultivation. There has
not been a death on this farm for fifty years.
William Pottenger came into the township in 1823,
and settled in section ten. He was born in Wayne
township, Butler county, Ohio, in 1805, and was married
to Mary Monfort in 1834. She was born in 1812, and
died in 1879
Mr. Pottenger, although he settled
here when the country was still quite new, has ever since
resided within a mile of the place on which he first settled He is the father of ten children, eight living and
two dead, as follows: Elizabeth, Henry, Thomas (who

was killed at Gettysburgh m 1865), Catharine, Wilson,
Ella, John, Margaret, Mary, and William (now deceased).
Samuel Bell, born in Ireland in 1784 emigrated to
Ohio from South Carolina, and settled in Israel townshia about the year 1817. His wife was Jane Hamilton,
born about 1790. She died in 1868, and her husband
the same year. Their children were six in number, five
of whom survive: Andrew lives on the old place; John
lives in Iowa; James lives in Kansas; William and Nathan in this township. William, born in 1822, in Israel
township, married, in 1857, Sarah McCallum, who was
born in 1825. They have six children living and three
dead.
James Rhea was born in Kentucky in 18oo. His wife
was Mary Gray. To them were born ten children, seven
of whom are still living, as follows: Ann I., wife of Benjamin Glessner, is now living in Marion, Indiana; Alexander resides in Greenwood county, Kansas; John
Rhea, in Eaton, Ohio; Jehu, on the old homestead in
Dixon township; Elizabeth, wife of David R. Dooley, in
Grant county, Indiana; George W., in Hanover county,
and Nancy, wife of Silas Parks, in Dixon township, section nine.
Mrs. Nancy Harris bas born in 1812. Her parents,
Andrew and Rachel Lytle Lintner, came from Butler to
Preble county at an early day, and settled in Dixon township. Nancy, who was their second child, was born in
1812, and was married in Butler county to Benjamin
Harris, in the year 1829. For about five years after their
marriage they continued to reside in Butler county, and
about the year 1835 they removed to Preble county, and
settled on the farm of one hundred and fifty-seven acres,
in Dixon township, where Mrs. Harris now resides. To
Mr. and Mrs. Harris were born seven children, of whom
two are living, viz.: Judge A. L Harris, of Eaton, and
Eliza J., wife of Levin Murray. Mr. Harris died in
1872, and his widow now has the sole management and
care of the farm, which she keeps in good order.
James H. Lewellen was born in Dixon township in
1830. His parents, Philip and Anna Lewellen came to
Preble county from Kentucky at an early day, and settled in Dixon township. They were the parents of
eleven children.
In the year 1853 James H . was married to Frances
M. Gavin, who was born in 1832. Her parents, John
and Elizabeth Gavin, are dead. To Mr. and Mrs.. Lewellen have been born three children: James C. lives in
Indiana; Lizzie married Samuel C. Weist, lives in Dixon;
and Charles Edwin is dead.
William Duggins was born in Preble county, in 1824.
His parents, William and Sarah Duggins, came from
Kentucky to Ohio at an early day. William, their youngest son, was married in 1849, to Sarah, daughter of Robert
and Mary Runyan, who were early settlers of this county.
Six children have been born to them, all of whom are
living and are married. James H. lives with his mother
in Dixon; William T. is in Washington township; Mary
D. is the wife of Finley Kincaid, of Washington; and
Elmer E. and Cora A. are at home. Mr. Duggins died
in 1875, and his widow lives on the home place of one
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hundred and sixty-five acres of land in section thirteen,
of Dixon township.
Smith Charles was born in Guilford county, North
Carolina, in 1784, and in r8o5 came to Warren county,
Ohio. In 1807 he came to Preble county and settled in
Dixon township. He was in the War of 1812 for six
months. For thirty years he was the Dixon township
treasurer. His wife, Nancy Kercheval, was born in I 784
and died in 1823. There were seven children by this
marriage-James, Elisha, Reuben, John P., Mary, Elizabeth, wife of Leroy Larsh, living near Richmond, Indiana,
and Sarah, residing in Dixon township with her brother
William. Smith Charles married for his second wife
Elizabeth Hibler, a native of Kentucky. Three of the
four children born of this marriage are living, viz. :
Thomas W., William H. and Nancy, widow of John Jennings, of Butler county. Thomas W., born in 1825,
married, in 1853, Mary Flora, who was born in 1834.
He occupies a part of the old home place. William H.,
who also lives on a part of the homestead, was born in
1828, and in 1854 married Sarah E. Leech. She was born
in 1836.
John P. Charles was born in Dixon on the old place,
June zo, 1815 . In 1853 he married Mrs. Sarah E. Jackson, widow of Dr. William M. Jackson. She was born
in New Hampshire in 1823.
During the years 1845- 6-7 Mr. Charles was the editor
of the Eaton Regislfr, and then bought the Hamilton Intelli'gtncer, which he sold six months afterwards. In I88o
he again assumed editorial control of the Eaton Register,
which position he still retains.
John M. Daugherty was born in Butler county, Ohio,
in 1823. John M. and Sarah Daugherty were his parents. His father died when John was young. In 1832
he came with his grandfather, Samuel Hunt, who settled
on the farm now owned by Mr. Daugherty. His mother
joined them soon afterwards. In I845 he was married
to Sarah, daughter of John and Lucy R. Truax, who
settled in Preble county at an early day, and for many
years lived just south of the Daugherty farm. To Mr.
and Mrs. Daugherty were born ·four children, of whom
all are living: Mrs. Libbie Reynolds, of Eaton; John S.,
who married Lizzie Parker; G. W. lives in Eaton; and
Lewis C., who married Cora Surface.
Mr. Daugherty owns about two hundred acres of land
in sections one and two of Dixon township. He has for a
number of years been president of the Preble County
Agricultural board, and has always taken an interest in
everv laudable enterprise.
Michael Fleisch was born in Germany in I82o, and in
I 840 came to this country; stopped for eighteen months
in Philadelphia, and then came to Butler county, Ohio,
and worked for six years near Somerville. In I 843 he
married Catharine Meekly, by whom he has had five
children-three girls and two boys : Jacob lives in
Kansas; Joseph is in Dixon township ; Sarah is the
wife of John Shafer ; Matilda married Emery Davies,
and Nancy is at home. About the year I85o, Mr.
Fleisch came to Preble county, and bought one hundred
and twenty acres of land m section five of Dixon town-

ship. From time to time he added farm to farm until
he owned about a thousand acres in Dixon township.
He has given away part of this vast tract of land to his
children, and now owns the whole of section five, as
good a farm as there is in the county, and undoubtedly
the largest. Besides this he owns about five hundred
acres in Indiana. Mr. Fleisch keeps his vast farm in
perfect order, and in a good state of improvement. He
deals extensi~·ely in fine stock, and makes the raising of
hogs a specialty. His farm presents an attractive appearance, and is one of the finest tracts of land for miles
around.
Joseph, the second son of Michael Fleisch, was married in I865, to Lucinda Laftan, who was born in Union
county, Indiana, in I 846. Their seven children are still
living: Lottie, Jacob, Lawrence, Ida, Viola, Luella and
Varner. Mr. Fleisch owns two hundred and eighty-six
acres of well improved land in section seven.
William B. Parker was born in New Jersey in I8I8,
and came to Preble county about the year I 835, in company with his mother, Sarah Parker. In 1845 he was
married to Mary Ann Burley, daughter of David and
Jane Burley, who came to Preble county about the year
I848. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Parker settled
on Paint creek, in Gasper township, and in I857 moved
to their present farm of one hundred and sixty acres of
land in Dixon township. Three of their five children
are living : John, near New Paris; Daniel, near Florence Station, and Mary E., the wife of Sylvester Daugherty, of Dixon township.
Stephen Gard was born in Union county, Indiana, in
I836. His parents were Lorenzo and Malinda (Perkins) Gard. His father died in 1836, and his mother
afterwards became the wife of Ebenezer Paddack, and
is still living. In I866 Stephen was married to Sarah
Dillman, daughter of David and Hannah Dillman.
She was born in 1846. To Mr. and Mrs. Gard have
been born four children: Ida L., deceased; Oscar,
Emma J. and Clifford. Mr. Gard owns one hundred
and sixty-four acres in section eighteen.
Charles H. Simonson is the tenth child of Jesse and
Mary Russell. Jesse Simonson came to Ohio from Essex county, New Jersey, about the year I822, and Mary
Russell came from Kentucky. They were married in
I823, and have had eleven children, of whom four are
living. Charles B. was born in Dixon township in I839,
and in I 867 was married to Keziah Osborn, of Champaign county, Ohio. After their marriage they settled
on the farm of eighty acres in section twenty-five, of
Dixon township, where they now reside. They have no
children. Mr. Simonson has just erected a fine new
house.
Mrs. Eliza A. McDivitt came to Preble county with
her parents m I 82 5; she was born in Pennsylvania in
I8I6. She became the wife of Robert McDivitt, her
maiden name being Fry. Her husband died in I863.
He was born in North Carolina in I813. Mrs. McDivitt is the mother of eight children, named George W.,
Cornelius, Catharine, Eli1.abeth, Joseph, Mary, Ellen,
and John A.
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Cornelius was born in 1838, and in 186o married
Nancy Jane Pottenger, who was born in I836. They
have had three children.
Charles Larsh moved to this township and settled in section four in I83o, coming from Brown county, Ohio. He
was born in Kentucky in I792. His wife, Ellen Rains,
whom he married in 1817, was born in Brown county in
1798. They had a family of ten children, all living but
one. John R., the oldest son, came to Preble county
with his father in 183o, and in 1844 married Hannah
Smith, whose parents were among the earlier settlers of
the township, having settled in section twenty-three in
1816 or I817.
William Silver, sr., settled in Dixon in I836. He was
born in Salem county, New Jersey, in 1773, and in 1827
settled in Warren county, Ohio. He died in Israel
township in 1848; his w1fe, Rebecca (Bates), born in
1776, died in r 849. Of the family of eight children,
only three survive, one son and two daughters: William
B. residing in Dixon, and Mrs. Martha Brown, and Mrs.
Phebe Brown, in Huntington, Indiana.
William B. Silver was born in I8o8, in Salem county,
New Jersey. In 1835 he was married to Ann Johnson,
and the next year settled in this township, removing
from Warren county, Ohio. He has seven children living and two dead.
Thomas Morrow, who settled in section nineteen, in
the year I837, was a native of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, where he was born in I 783. He was a local
magistrate in his native county for seventeen years, being
appointed justice of the peace by the governor. He
died in I867 at Fair Haven, this county. His wife was
Elizabeth Barr, born in q88, and died in I873· They
had six children: David B. (dead), Mary, wife of Peter
Tolan; Jane, Richard, Sarah Ann, wife of John Williams;
Eliza (dead).
Richard Morrow was born in I822; married in 1859,
Isreldia Jones, who was born in I836. They have five
children living and five dead. Mrs. Morrow is the
daughter of Andrew Jones, who was one of the earliest
settlers of Union county, Indiana. He was born in
Bowling Green, Tennessee, in 1787, and was a soldier of
the War of 1812. Died in 1859.
Silas Hart was born in 18o8, and died in Dixon township in I 869, on the farm occupied by his son. By his
wife, Hannah Enlinger, he had nine children, seven boys
and two girls. The boys are all living. Mrs. Hart resides with her son Alexander, who is a single man. Mr.
Hart is the proprietor of the oldest tile factory in the
county, and does a thriving business.
Charles Wilkinson emigrated from Kentucky in 181o,
and located in Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio. By
hi'i wife, Elizabeth (Evans), were born twelve children.
William H. Wilkinson, the second son, married Anna
Davis, in I849· She was born in I814, and died in 1878.
To them were born eleven children, of whom eight are
living, and in Preble county. Mr. Wilkinson, by dint of
industry, has been able to purchase a large quantity of
land. His fine home is situated in section twelve.
C. T. Wilkinson was born in Lanier township, Preble

county, Ohio, in 1849, and married Sarah E. Wright, who
was born in 185o. Mrs. Wilkinson's parents rec;ide in
Gasper township, and are old settlers. To 1\-lr. and Mrs.
Wilkinson has been born one child, Nona Della, in 1872.
They reside on a farm of ninety-two acres of land.
James Crothers was born in Ireland in 1839, and in
1854 or 1855, emigrated to Ohio. In 1864 he married
Nancy Downey, who was born in Ireland in 1844, and
came to Preble county about 1855. They have had six
children, all living at home. Robert, the father of Mr.
Crothers, resides with his son. Mrs. Crothers' parents
died in Ireland.
Elisha Wilkinson settled in section fourteen in I856.
He was born in Butler county in 18 I 6; married Rebecca
Hazelton in 184o, and has had eleven children, five dead
and six living. Three reside at home, and three within
a short distance of the old home.
Joshua D. Hickman was born in Maryland in 181o;
emigrated to Ohio in I84o, and in 1856 settled in Preble
county, Dixon township, section eleven, where he now
lives. He married, in 1839, Abigail Wilkinson, who was
born in r 820. Mr. Hickman is the only survivor of six
children of Abel and Sarah Hickman. His own children
are five in number, namely : Abel, Frances Ellen (Mrs.
Isaac N. Saul), John D., Minerva Abigail (wife of William H. Duggins) and George P. Mr. Hickman's farm
consists of two hundred and three acres.
John Gentle was born in Frederick county, Maryland,
in 1790, and came to Hamilton county, Ohio, in I8o7,
and to Preble county in I8I3, settling in Eaton. He
was a soldier of the War of 1812, serving six months.
He married Julia Hendricks in 1814, who was born in
1798. They had hut two children: James B. and
Elizabeth M; the latter died in 1833, in her sixteenth
year ; James B. married Catharine Acton, in 1843; she
died in 187 3, aged fifty years, having borne her husband
six children, four of whom survive.
John Taylor was born in Ireland, county of Leitrim,
in I812. Margaret Anderson, who afterwards became
his wife, was also born in .Ireland, in Roscommon, in the
year 1809. Both crossed the Atlantic in 1840, and both
landed in Quebec, and afterwards came to the vicinitv
of Oxford. They became acquainted in Butler county,
and were married in 1842. They had six children, five
of whom are living and four are single, and live with their
mother. Eliza Jane is the wife of \V. H. Collins, of
Union county, Indiana; Margaret Ellen, William Morris,
John Draper, and Mary Ann are at home. Mr. and
Mrs. Taylor went to housekeeping in Butler county,
came to Israel township in the spring of 1854, and after
remaining there four years removed to Dixon township,
where Mr. Taylor soon afterwards bought one hundred
and thirty acres of land in section twenty-nine. John
Taylor, the father, died in I 877.
John D. McDivitt was born in Ireland, in I82o. He
came to Ohio from Pennsylvania. His wife, Elizabeth ·
Pottenger, was born in 1825. They have had the following children, namely : Nancy Jane, Catharine, Charles
Newton, Ella, Laura, Samuel, Clarence, and William;
five are now living.
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his present farm of eighty-four acres since his marriage.
Abraham Shoemaker was born in Virginia in 184o,
One child has been born to him. Mr. Pugh served in
and in 1861 emigrated to Indiana. In 1864 he removed
to Ohio and settled in Dixon township, at which time he , the war of the Rebellion during the hundred days' service. He was engaged at Cumberland, Maryland, unwas married to Miss Mary Kindley, who was born in
der General Kelly.
1842, on the farm in Dixon township, where they now
Frank 0. Dunlap was born in Lanier township, Preble
reside. Mrs. Shoemaker's parents were Dal'iel Kindley,
county, in I846. In 1872 he was united in marriage to
born in North Carolina in 1797, and Susan (Weeks)
Kindley, born in 1808. Mrs. Kindley, who could not
Netta Johnson, born in 1851. She is the daughter of
Isaac and Mary Ann Johnson, the latter of whom is
read and write until after her marriage, acquired a fair
now living in \\'est Alexander. Her father died in I 879.
education by hard study.
To Mr. and Mrs. Shoemaker were born seven children,
;\<Irs. Dunlap is one of three children now surviving out
four of whom are living- Daniel, I .evin T., Martha, and
of a family of seven. To Mr. and Mrs. Dunlap have
Robert F. They own two hundred and forty acres of been born two children. Mr. Dunlap is now residing in
section fifteen of this township.
land in Dixon township.
William H. Hemp settled in section twenty-two, m
Vincent Rose was born in Washington county, Ten1866. He was born in Maryland, Frederick county, in
nessee, in 1807, from which State he emigrated to Union
1834, and removed from that State to Ohio in 1842.
county, Indiana, in I827. In I873 he moved to Ohio.
He married Cordelia Shaffer, born in 1846, and has one
His first wife, Sarah Bradway, was born jn I8o7 and
child, Calvin E.
died in 1863. Nine children were born by this marJohn Flora wasborn in Virginia in 183r,and the same
riage: Matilda Jane, wife of George Brown, resides in
year came with his parents to Preble county. He marIsrael township; Thomas resides in Richmond, Indiana,
ried, in 1856, Mary Caroline Potterf, granddaughter of and George in Liberty, Indiana. The rest are deceased.
the pioneer, Gasper Potterf. Mrs. Flora was born in
Mr. Ro~e's present wife was the widow of George Oxer,
1839. They have eight children, viz.: Jacob, Mrs.
whom he married in I 874. Mr. Vincent Rose is the
Royal Harvey, Ida Alice, Anna, Lovina, Minnie, Everowner of sixty-four acres of land.
ett, and Edith.
Harvy Paddack was born in I847· In I872 he marJohn Dove, sr., was born in Lancaster county, Pennried Frances, daughter of Lewis Paddack, who resides in
Jackson township. One child has been born to themsylvania, in 1783, and emigrated to Butler county in
1814. His wife was Rachel Wetzel, born in NorthumRuth, in 188o.
berland county, Pennsylvania, in 1793· From Ohio he
Washington, the seventh child and fifth son of William
and Fannie Bruce, ot Washington township, was born at
moved to Hancock county, Indiana, where he died in
the old home place, south of the present site of Eaton,
1865. His wife survived him ten years and died in 1875·
in the year 1809. In 1852 he married Sarah Readmon,
John Dove, jr., son of the above, was born in Butler
of Harrison county, Kentucky. She was born in I822,
county, Ohio, in 18I5. In 1843 he died, near Trenton,
in Butler county, Ohio. His wife, Elizabeth (Collins),
and is living. For eighteen years after their marriage
was born in I8q, and is now living in Montgomery
they lived in Kentucky, and then removed to Marion
county, Ohio. Two of their children are still living,
county, Indiana, where they remained eighteen months,
William C. and Marcella C.
when they removed to their present residence in Preble
William C. Dove was born in I 840. He was in the
county, and settled in section three of Dixon township,
war of the Rebellion until I862, when he was discharged
just east of West Florence. They have one child, Charles
for disability. He was enlisted in the Eighth regiment,
W., who was born in 1858, and resides with his parents.
company B, of the Indiana volunteer infantry. In I866
Mr. Bruce, besides the one hundred and eighty-five acres
he married Sarah J., widow of C. W. Morris, who was
of land adjoining his residence owns land near Eaton,
killed at Atlanta in the War of I 86 I -6 s, while serving in
and in Indiana.
the Forty-seventh Ohio, company B. They have had
Thomas B. Thompson settled in section twenty-three
in I877. His father emigrated from New Jersey, and
five children, two only of whom are now living.
John W. Cook became a resident of Preble county
settled in Butler county, Ohio, where Thomas was born
and Dixon township in I87I, having previously lived in
in 1823. His first wife was Jane Crawford, who was
born the same year and died in I862. He had by his
Jay county, Indiana. The same year he married Miss
first wife five children, four of whom are now living. A
Frances R. Wilkinson.
William Pugh was a native of Georgia, and settled at
daughter, Dorcas Jane, is the wife of Daniel Wilkinson.
an early day in Dixon township. His wife was Lucy
His present wife is Mary Hamlyn, who was born in 1844,
and by this marriage there are four children.
Young. William Pugh died in Illinois in 1864, leaving
Jehu W. King was born in Ridgeville, Warren county,
two children-Alexander, who lives in Indiana, and
Sherwood, in Illinois-who are all who survive of a
Ohio, in 1829. His first wife was the widow of David
family of eight children.
Taylor. She was born in I835, and died in I8S7· By
W. D. Pugh, son of John and a grandson of William
this marriage there was born one son, Edward T. King,
who resides with his father. Alice E., wife of Wallace
Pugh, was born in Preble county in I846, and in I87o
B. Goodall, of Ottumwa, Iowa, is the only child born to
married Josephine A., daughter of Isaac and Jane
Dooley, born in 1847. Mr. W. D. Pugh has lived on
Mrs. Sarah King by her first marriage. Mr. King mar-
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ried for his second wife Sarah J. Booth, who was born in
Cincinnati in 1828. To them have been born five children, one of whom is living. Leona is the wife of Frank
Rhea, of Eaton, and William Charles, Henry and Maggie
reside at the home of their father, in section twenty-four.
In 1857 Mr. King was admitted to the bar, and in
r866 commenced the practice of law in Eaton. He was
elected prosecuting attorney of Preble county in I 86 5,
and at the expiration of his first term again received that
office. In 1869 he was elected probate judge, which office he held for two successive terms. In 1878 Judge
King moved to his farm of seventy-four acres of land in
Dixon township.
Abraham Overholser was born in Virginia in I8Io, and
when five years old came to Preble county with his parents, who settled in Gasper township. His wife was
Lydia, daughter of Daniel Brower, of Gasper township.
Mr. Overholser died in I877, and his wife is still living
in Gasper township. John H. Overholser, the eldest
son, was born in Gasper township in 1842, and in 1865
was married to Mary A. Bennett, daughter of Elijah
Bennett, deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Overholser have
been born three children-Ollie J., Daisy (deceased),
and Charles L. They lived in Gasper township until
1878, when they removed to their present residence in
section twenty-two of Dixon township.
Abraham Brubaker and family emigrated from Virginia
to Preble county, and settled near Winchester, in Gratis
township, in 1825. George Brubaker, their son, now
living in Jackson tow~hip, was born in Virginia in I8I~,
and came to Ohio with his parents in I825. In 1838 he
married Miss Anna Banta, who was born in Lanier township in x8I8, where her father, Peter Banta, made a settlement a short time previous. Mr. and Mrs. Brubaker
had a family of eight children, who are living.
John Melling was born in Preble county, Twin township, in x8o8. His first wife was Catharine Shoemaker,
who was born in x8x5, and died in her twentieth year.
His second wife was Susannah, daughter of William Melling, a Virginian. She was born in x815, and is still
living. By his first wife he had one child, Daniel, now living in Gettysburgh, Preble county. There were six children born to him by his second wife, two of whom still
survive-John Wesley and Stephen P.-both of whom
are living at home.
Morris Cohee was born near Hamilton, Ohio, in 1821.
He married Sarah, widow of Samuel Maddax. She was
born in 1832. To Mr. and Mrs. Cohee has been born
one child, George, who died in infancy. Mr. Cohee owns
thirty-seven acres of land under a good state of cultivation.
THE FIRST MILL

was built by James Kercheval, on Four Mile creek, in
section twenty-eight, about 1805 or 18o6. It was built
of logs and ran only during the fall and spring months
when the creek was high. Kercheval sold out to Gobel,
who after a short stay sold his interest to Stratton, who
was the one to first open a regular store, which he ran in
connection with his mill. The mill is now owned by. the
Niccum family.

The second mill was started by Ebenezer Elliott, on
Four Mile, but farther south than Kercheval's. These
two are the only water-mills ever started in the township.
Samuel Parks, at an early date, started a mill by horsepower, of the kind then known as "corn crackers." This
was very little used, except during the summer months,
when the creek was too low to start the water-mills.
At one time William Dallas had a mill in operation at
Concord, but it has long since been destroyed.
THE FIRST SAW-MILL

started in this township was erected at the Kercheval
mill during the time of Gobel's proprietorship, about
I 8 I 4 Or I 8 I 5·
The next was built in the northern part of the State,
on Four Mile creek, near the county line, by George
Kelly, and in I822 one was started by Henry Morris.
There are now several in different parts of the township, most of which are rnn by steam, owing to the lack
of sufficient waterpower.
POST OFFICES.

In I 841 the first post office that was established in
Dixon township was opened about two hundred yards
east of the old Kerche\·al (or Niccum) mill. The first
postmastt:r was Jacob Morris. The post office was
called Stony Point post office. After a few years it was
moved to Beechymire, where John McGahan was the first
postmaster. This was afterwards carried over to Indiana. At an early date there was a post office at Sugar
valley, which was kept in the house of the postmaster.
peo. tem. No record exists to show who was the first
postmaster.
THE FIRST STORE.

About r 82o Gobel, then owner of the old Kercheval
mill, sold out to Mr. Stratton. He brought with him a
large stock of goods and ran a store in connection with
his mill. As this was the first thing of the kind in the
township, the proprietor doubtless · made a profitable
thing of it. A small shop had been kept there previ·
ously by a man by the name of Steel, who, perhaps,
ought to receive the name of having been the first to
open store. A store was afterwards kept at Sugar valley
by Larkin Norman. Neither of these stores are in existence now, and nothing of the kind deserving of the
name of store exists in the township.
MISCELLANEOITS

ITEMS.

The only thing in the township that can be classed
among the industries of the county is a tile factory, located in the southern part of the township in section
thirty-five. It is run by W. F. and H. L. Bader, and has
a capacity of ten thousand rods per year.
The first still-house was run by Mr. Culver, and was
stationed in the northeastern quarter of section three, on
the farm now owned by Stephen McWhinney.
In 1823 or 1824 a still·house was opened by an Englishman named Richard Morris, or as he is popularly
called, Dickey Morris. This was placed on the northwestern quarter of section twenty-or.e.
At the time of the William Dallas mill there was a
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distillery run in connection with the mill; also on section
twenty-one; and one was started in section sixteen, near
Concord church, by Will White. This was afterwards
burned down.
These distilleries were for the most part rather insignificant affairs; at the most they rarely exceeded four
gallons a day. But the old settlers assert that the whiskey was far superior to any which can now be obtained.
Ebenezer Elliott, at one time, had a carding and fulling mill at his mill on Four Mile creek, but it has long
since disappeared. It was the only thing of the kind
ever started in the township.
The first r011d in the township was the pike, which
now marks the boundary between this township and
Jackson. The second was one known as the Richmond
and Camden road, running across the township, from
southeast to northwest. One or two short sections of
this road are still in use, but by far the greater part has
been obliterated, and scarcely any traces of it are now
remaining.
The first white child, as far as can now be ascertained,
who was born in Dixon township, was Newton Larsh, son
of Paul Larsh, a Pennsylvanian, who had settled on the
present Larsh estate.
The first death is supposed to have been that of a
young daughter of Eli Dixon's, who was buried in the
present Burson burial-ground, in 1807.
EARLY INCIDENTS.

No record now exists of any disturbance being made
in this township by Indian hostilities. The War of 1812
occurred so soon after the settlement of this region that
its weak and helpless condition would seem to have invited attack, but none was made. Indians have been
often seen passing through, or camping in, this neighborhood, but never daring to molest the inhabitants.
One in~tance occurred which excited a great deal of
interest at the time of its occurence. Stephen Dixon,
one of the four brothers who came together from Georgia,
had moved with some families from the neighborhood
and settled on the banks of the Wabash river, Indiana.
Stephen was living with a family of Paddacks, who moved from Preble county. Mr Paddack was the uncle of
Ebenezer Paddack, of Jackson township, to whom we are
indebted for the following narrative:
Soon after their removal from this county, and their settlement in Indiana, the little band were attacked and all
killed or made prisoners. The two men, Paddack and Dixon, were away from the honse, and their bodies were found,
one in the field and one in the woods. The ground
around the body of Dixon showed that he had made a
fearful struggle against the overwhelming odds. He had
a heavy hoe in his hands, the handle of which was
almost cut to bits by the tomahawks of the Indians in
their endeavors to strike the brave settler. The remains
of some of the children and of the mother were found
among the ashes of the cabin. Two girls could no1 be
found. Whether they were destroyed with the rest of
the family, or carried off into captivity, has never been
satisfactorily settled. Rumors have reached the ears of

anxious relatives at different times, mentioning that some
passing bands of Indians had been seen going to the
far west, having in their possession two young white girls;
but how true this is, or whether they were the lost Paddacks, none can say.
The year 1817 is mentioned for its severe winter. A
fall of snow covered the ground for a depth of two feet,
and a crust of snow formed thick enough to bear the
weight of a dog but not that of a deer. The dogs of
the settlers set out on a hunt for themselves, and the old
settlers declare that such was the havoc made by this
wholesale slaughter that "scarcely an antler" was seen in
the country afterwards. The dogs could easily pull down
a deer, which, at every step, would plunge up to its body
in the treacherous snow, while they could glide along at
full speed over the fro1.en surface, barely stopping to
make sure of the death of one before starting off after a
fresh victim. The reader can imagine how keenly this
loss was felt by the settlers, when they reflect that the
woods abounded in game before the snow-such as deer
and turkey, and the former formed the chief supply of
the early settler's larder for a long time after locating in
the country.
THE FIRST ELECTION

held in this township was held near a large log in section
sixteen, near where the Concord church is now standing.
It is impossible to give the first officers, owing to the
lack of records concerning the infant settlement. All
that is known is that Eli Dixon, esq., then county commissioner, and at whose instig!tion the township was
organized, was elected first justice of the peace. Some
time afterwards a house was built, which served the triple
purpose of school-house, church, and township house.
The present township house is a neat wooden structure,
standing on a high elevation.
THE PRESENT OFFICERS.

At the last election in the township the following officers were elected to offic:e: Trustees, Philander McQuiston, David Railesback, and William Taylor; treasurer,
Samuel Earhart; clerk, John \V. Cook ; justice of the
peace, John M. Daugherty; constables, William Charles
and Perry C. Flora; supervisors, Joseph Pierson for district number one, Henry Paris for number two, and
Robert Gray for number three. The board of education
was given under the head of "schools."
STATISTICS FOR 1880.

The present population of the township, according to
the last returns, is one thousand one hundred and sixtytwo (1 162) persons. In 1830 the population numbered
one thousand three hundred and sixty-six (1366) persons,
showing a decrease of two hundred and four in fifty
years. The present value of real estate in the township
according to the returns of the assessor, is as follows :
Value of buildings, one hundred and thirty-five thousand
nine hundred and ninety-five dollars. Value of lands,
seven hundred and fifty-four thousand nine hundred and
thirty-five dollars. Total, eight hundred and ninety thousand nine hundred and thirty dollars.
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------ -- - - - -- ---,------ - - - - In the southeastern quarter of section ten a school
was
taught for a short time by David Truax.
The first school in Dixon township, the seed from
The
first school building of any pretensions was built
which the present system sprang, was opened at a very
on
Four
Mile creek, about a quarter of a mile south of
early day. The date of its establishment cannot now be
Concord
church. The budding was of hewn logs,
accurately ascertained. It was built on the old Jacob
closely fitted together, with a good deal of pains taken
Marshall farm. The present residence of Judge King
with the inside arrangements. This building was used
stands very near the site of this school. The first to
for several years. The terms of subscription were from
teach in this building was John A. Dailey, who had
come to this county from New York with his brother one dollar and fifty cents to two dollars. The charges
for the higher branches were from three dollars to five
George. They were both men of good education, as
dollars.
their former pupils are proud to testify, and gained an
Under the present educational system the township is
enviable name through this township by their success as
well supplied with schools, there being nine fine brick
teachers. The scholars came to this school from all
parts of the township, and some even came from other buildings in the township, placed at the distance of two
miles from each other and torming a square having three
townships. It is related that the teacher, together with
on
a side with one in the center, as near the center of
some of his older pupils, kept bachelors hall. The conthe
township as maybe. These buildings are all on well
struction of this school-house is deserving of mention.
travelled
roads, and most of them are at cross roads.
Logs; of course, were the materials out of which the
The
present
board of education consists of the followwalls were built. Clapboards, split from the trunks of
ing
gentlemen
: J a mrs Gard, chairman; J. M. Dougtrees, took the place of shingles, and were kept in place
herty
William
Swisher, Thomas Weir, Stephen Gard,
by weight logs stretched across them. The floor was
Robert
Gray,
Charles
Borradaile, Allen Wyley, and
formed of rough puncheons, and light was admitted by
John
French.
cutting into the top of one of the Jogs and pasting a
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS.
greased paper across the hole thus made. The writing
desk was the flat side of a split log, and was placed
The first house of worship to be erected in this town- •
around the sides of the building so as to have the full
ship was built by the Baptists, in the year 1817. It was
benefit of the light from the windows (?). As the school
built of logs, and was stationed in the northern part of
was only kept during the three winter months, the
the township. The building has long since disappeared,
weather was too severe to allrHv having the doors open,
and the ground is now without any mark to locate the
and the pupils and teacher were both dependent on the
spot. The church was built on Four Mile creek, in the
light which came through their panes of paper. The
northwestern quarter of section five. The membership
seats were logs hewn flat, and were supported by stakes at the time was about twenty persons. The church was
driven into auger holes. A fire-place at each end supabandoned long ago, as the congregation grew away from
plied the necessary warmth. Such was the construction
that section, and another house was erected in Jackson
of all . the school-houses during this period The men
township, which was destroyed some time ago. Mr.
Ebenrzer Paddock, of Jackson township, is the only
would get together and build one in a day. The teacher
man now living who was connected with the building of
was paid by subscription, from one to two dollars per
head a month. Perhaps more for the higher branchesthis church. The second church to be organized, and
the oldest now in existence in this township, was the
such as Latin or higher mathematics. John Dailey
taught in this school for three ur four winters. Moses
Methodist church at Sugar valley, in the southeastern
quarter of section twenty-four, very near the center of
and A. R. Conger, Little John and Levi Gard, are the
only ones now living around Sugar valley who attended
the section. Quite a number of persons, some living in
the Sugar Valley settlement and others farther south, had
this school
About the year 1814 Juhn Taylor taught a school in • been discussing the question of organizing and building
a church for some time. The persons living in the
the northern part of the township, near where West
southern part of the township proposed that they should
Florence is now located. The terms were ten dollars a
help the people of Sugar valley build a church on condimonth. An attempt was made to have the teacher paid
tion that if at any time a church was to be erected in the
by subscription, but the requisite number of scholars
southern part of the township, the people at Sugar valley
could not be secured At last, through the influence
should refund the amount received from their neighbors
of Mr. Paddack, one of the oldest settlers, who showed
great zeal in getting the school started, and who himself below them. But in or about 1832 a class was formed
subscribed largely, the school was organized. Mr. Tay- at Sugar valley by William Sutton, and has always
existed since as an established church. The first class
lor offered to teach it for a year for one hundred and
was composed of the seven following persons: Mr. and
twenty dollars, which sum was raised for him.
Mrs. Jesse Simonson, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Longnecker,
In 18r6 a school-house was built in the northeastern
and their two daughters-in-law, Mrs. Eli and David
quarter of Joseph Dixon's land. The first to teach here
Longnecker, and Mrs. Jacob Auchey. Mr. Simonson
was John L Dickey, afterwards sheriff of this county.
was the leader of his class for a great many years, and
Nathan Truax succeeded him. This building was soon
has always been a prominent member in the church.
abandoned, after which another one was built nearer the
The first meetings were held at the old Simonson homecreek.
SCHOOLS.
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stead, where Charles B. Simonson now resides. For three
or four years hmises of the members of the class sufficed
for the meeting of this little band, but during the minis- '
tration of John C. Deems they purchased of Jacob LongCOLONEL PAUL LARSH.
necker, a frame building, twenty by thirty feet, which
stood in an old field, and had been built to serve as a pork
The subject of this biography, and one of the pioneers
houc;e. By adding wings of eight feet at each side, they and old-time prominent men of Preble county, was born
had a building, thirty by thirty-six. This was stationed
in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, October 8, 1782. He
at Sugar valley near where the present brick church
was of French descent, his grandfather, of whom he was
stands. The land where the frame building was placed,
the namesake, having emigrated to this country in I 754,
was donated by Jacob Longnecker. This was their I or the following year. The life of this French, pioneer
regular house of worship for a long time. About fifteen . in the new world was a romantic one. As early as 1756
years years ago the building was destroyed by fire, and I he was a trader among the Indians in Ohio, and located,
soon after, a new one was erected-the present building.
as nearly as can be determined, about where Xenia now
The structure is of· brick, standing on a fine site donated
is. He had been there about three years and become
by Mr. Williams, whose wife is still livin!{ near the quite popular among his savage patrons, when a white
church. The cost of the present building was three
woman, with three children (who had been in a raid into
thousand dollars. The present membership is about
Virginia), was brought to the Indian village. This lady,
fifty. Soan after the purchase of the old pork house,
with her children, he rescued from her captors by sacrithe Sunday-school was organized. The third and last
ficing his goods and furs; took them in a canoe down
church to be organized in the township was the one pop- the Little Miami to the Ohio, down the Ohio to the Misularly known as the Concord church standing in the sissippi, and up that stream to the flourishing cantonment
northeastern quarter of section sixteen. In November of Kaskaskia, where they were married. There was born
of 1840, this church was formed by the Christian de- Charles Larsh, the father of Paul Larsh, and grandfather
• nomination under the pastorship of Rev. Luther Fenton.
of Thomas J. Larsh, esq., of Eaton. The family reThere were only eight members at first-Moses Dooley,
mained at Kaskaskia until the settlement was broken up
Carey Toney, Jacob Cooper and his two daughters,
by an incursion of British troops, some time prior to the
Lavicy and Elizabeth, Charles Collins and Alexander
Revolutionary war, when they were taken by the soldiers
Rhea. The first building used for a meeting house, was to Fort Pitt (now Pittsbur~h), from which place, after
the old Dixon township house. The present church
many viscissitudes, they reached the region now known
building was erected in 1848, at a cost of one thousand as Fayette county, Pennsylvania, where, as we have
dollars. The dimensions of the present church build- stated, Paul Larsh (the second) was born. When young
ing are about forty by fifty. The dedication sermon
Paul was about four years of age, his father (Charles) dewas preached by Isaac N. Walter. Elder Levi Purviance termined to try his fortune in the new territory of Kenwas the first pastor, and had the care of the church for
tucky, and made the journey down the river in a small
ten or twelve years. In 1 85o the Sunday-school was or- boat. They landed at Limestone (now Maysville), and
ganized, and the same year the present cemetery was
settled near Lexington, where the subject of this biogralaid out. The board of trustees for which were Temple
phy, with a numerous family of brothers and sisters, was
Aydelott, George Parks and Alexander Rhea. The first
reared, amidst all of the dangers ot frontier life. Before
child to be buried in this graveyard, was a young son of attaining his majority Paul located with his father's family
the widow Kindell.
at Manchester, Adams county, Ohio, then known as
There are two other cemeteries in this township-one
Massie's Station, where he was employed for several
on the present Huffman farm, in the northwest quarter of years in building flat-boats for the navigation of the Ohio
section eleven, formerly owned by Eli Dixon, whose
and Mississippi. In the summer of 18o6 Mr. Larsh,
young daughter was the first to be buried in it. This was
then being in his twenty-fourth year, and not having seen
the first burial gro11nd in the township, and Dixon's
the place of his nativity since his infancy, determined to
young daughter who died in 1807, is said to have been
visit Pennsylvania. He made the trip upon horseback,
the first person who died in the township. Another
through the almost unbroken wilderness. It was during
burial ground is situated in the eastern part of section
this visit that he met at the house of a relative Miss
seven, but is not much used at present.
Mercy Minor, daughter of General Minor, of Greene
county, Pennsylvania, whom he married on the sixth of
November, 18o6, and took back to the west with him,
shortly after. Some time during the winter following
Paul Larsh entered, at the land office in Cincinnati, the
southwest quarter of section number ten, in Dixon township, Preble county (then Montgomery), and in the spring
of 1807 he moved on to this land. Notwithstanding it
was almost the middle of April before he commenced
work, and the fact that he had the unbroken green forest to
contend with, he prepared six acres of groun4 and
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planted it in corn that season. There was literally no
breadstuff to be procured nearer to his cabin than some
distance below Hamilton. Thither he made several trips
that summer, for corn .and meal.
Meat was more
abundant and very easily procured. Deer were very
numerous, and the larder of the pioneer's cabin was
seldom destitute of the finest venison.
At the October election, in the year 1812, Mr. Larsh
was chosen sheriff of Preble county, being the successor
in office of Jacob Fudge, who was the first sheriff of the
He served two years and was succeeded by
county.
Samuel Ward, who continued in the office four years.
In 1818 Mr. Larsh was again elected to the office, and
was re-elected in 1820, thus serving in all six years. On
the first of January, 1819, Sheriff Larsh removed to
Eaton, where. he remained three years to a day, returning
to his farm in Dixon township on the first day of January, 1822. In the spring of 1829 he removed to a farm
in Wayne county, Indiana, four miles east of Richmond,
at which place he remained until 1833, when he removed to a mill property, on Whitewater, five miles below
Richmond Previous to his removal to Eaton he had
been elected justice of the peace for this township, and
captain of militia, and 'shortly after removed to Eaton
was elected colonel of his regiment, which office he continued to hold until after his return to his farm. During
the War of 1812 he served a tour of duty as quartermaster, having charge of the supplies for Fort Nesbit,
Fort Black, and Fort Greenville.
In the year 1867 Colonel Larsh, then verging upon
eighty-five years of age, took a trip to the State of ~llinois
for the purpose of disposing of a tract of land which he
owned in Randolph county of that State, and also to make
arrangements to regain possession of a large tract in t~e
American bottom, near Kaskaskia, once owned by his
grandfather. Whilst there, and before ac~ompli~hing the
object of his journey, he was attacked With a disease of
choleraic type and died on the thirteenth of Au~st of that
year ( 1 867), and was buried near the early residence of
his grandfather, and birthplace of his father.
Colonel Larsh was the oldest of a family of eleven
children all of whorr (except one) raised large families.
His ow~ family consisted of eleven children, six sons and
five daughters, besides one son who died in infancy.
Brought up in the wilderness, where schools and the
means of education were very limited, Colonel Larsh
attained manhood almost destitute of learning, never
having attended school but three months in his .life His
quick perceptive powers and remarkabl! ret:ntl~e. memory, however, enabled him to master, as ~fby m~wuon •. all
of the details and incidents of any busmess With whtch
he had anything to do. He was nota?le for str~ng,
sound, common se{lse, quick comprehension, and l~gic~l
facility in making deductions. He was very soc1al m
disposition, fond of society and conversation, and shrewd
in his estimates of men. Physically he was very hardy
and strong, could endure almost any amount of fatigue,
and was always .first choice at log rollings. ~e was
about five feet ten inches in height, compactly built and
weighed one hundred and seventy-five pounds. His
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complexion was fair, hair light, and he had uncommonly
bright blue eyes.

FELIX LOHRER.
The life of the subject of this bnef biography illustrates the success which attends the man who, from his
youtp up, has been honest, industrious and carefuL
Felix Lohrer was born in Bischofzell, Thurgau county,
Switzerland, on the eighth day of May, 1832. He is
the youngest child of Jacob and Katrina Lohrer.
When about eighteen years of age he emigrated to
America and in due time landed at New York city.
His eighteenth birthday was spent on shipboard He
stopped for about a year near Sagg harbor, Long Island,
and engaged in farming. In 1851 he came to Ohio and
stopped at Hamilton, Butler county, where he found
work in a dairy. He soon accumulated enough money
to enable him to go into partnership with his brother in
the dairy business. This took place in 1856, and two
years later he became sole proprietor of a dairy of about
fifty cows.
In 1858 he married Sarah Gabelman, who was born
in Lahr, Baden, in 1834, and came to Ohio and stopped
at Hamilton, when she was twenty-two years of age.
To Mr. and Mrs. Lohrer have been born eight children,
six of whom are living. Jacob, born November 27,
1859, died in 1878; Katharine was born January 30,
1861; John was born July 28, 1862; Felix, born February
19, 1864; Charles, born July 8, 1867, and Mary was born
December 8, 1870. Frederick, who was born August
12, 1874. died in 1875.
The youngest child, Sallie, was
born August 23, 1876.
In 1864 Mr. Lohrer sold his interest in the dairy, and
devoted his entire attention to the cultivation of his farm
of one hundred and five acres of land, located just
northeast of Hamilton. He sold his farm that same year,
and in the spring of 1865 removed to his present farm of
one hundred and sixty acres in the southwest quarter of
section thirty, of Dixon township. Since Mr. Lohrer's
removal to this farm he has improved it greatly. He has
cleared considerable land, and by a thorough system of
ditching, ha& greatly improved the quality and productiveness of the soil. He raises stock of the best quality,
although he does not make stock-raising a specialty. In
1879 he erected his present fine residence and barn.
His buildings are undoubtedly among the neatest in
Dixon township. He never ceases making improve_
ments.
He is a member of the German Baptist, or Dunker
church, and has always voted the straight Democratic
ticket. Mr. Lohrer is a good example of a self-made
man. All of his fine property has been accumulated
since he came to this country.

174

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

LEWIS LARSH
was one of the early pioneers of Preble county. He was
born in Fayette county, Pennsylvania,· in q84. When
four years of age his parents removed to Fayette county,
Kentucky, and when yet quite a lad he made a trip down
the ri~er to New Orleans on a flat-boat, and rode all the
way home on a mule. In 18o6 he married Anna Bilbec,
who was born in New Jersey, in 1789. In 18II with
his wife and only child he emigrated to this county, and
settled on Four Mile creek, near Concord. He rolled
up a log cabin in the thick woods, and began the ~ork
of clearing the land. The family had to work hard and
liv~ frugally "to keep the wolf from the door," but like
most of the pioneers of that day, they possessed brave

hearts and strong hands with which to do it. .In 1812
he joined a company of volunteers, and went to St:
Mary's, where he was drafted to go to Fort Meigs. He
returned home, however, before the expir.ation of his
term of service, on account of sickness in his family.
He wls a great sufferer from rheumatism, and for twentyfive years was compelled to walk with two canes. He
was an active member of the. order of Free Masons
until his rheumatic troubles prevented him from attending its meetings, and he finally severed his connection
with it. He died on the thirty-first day of August, 1878,
at the advanced age of ninety-five years. He retained
the use of his intellectual faculties until near the close of
his life.

GASPER.*
This is a fractional township, and prior to 18- was
PHYSICAL FEATURES;
embraced in Washington township~ which was at first
The surface of the township is, in the main, level, the
twelve miles long and six broad Eaton was the official
exceptions being the valleys of Seven Mile and Paint
center of the township, and it was not long before there
creeks, both of which streams flow from north •to south
was a demand for a division of the territory and t~e es- through the township, the former through the eastern,
tablishment of a new township. This demand became
and the the latter through the western part A portion
popular and resulted in the shape of a petition urging
of the land adjacent to the streams is somewhat broken.
that of the southern part of Washington township a new
Besides the streams named there are numerous tributary
township be established. But the county commissioners
streams fed by springs, affording an abundance of water
were inclined to be conservative and the petitioners did
for stock.
not receive a favorable answer. Though for a time the
SOIL.
project was an apparent failure, the cause survived. The
This township has a variety of soil. The watercourses
people of the little township owe their independence to
are
bordered with rich bottom land. The rolling land
their importunity of one of the first settlers.
extending
on either side is covered with a reddish clay
Gasper Potterf, living in the southern part of the long
limestone
soil,
while the level portions of the township
township, felt the necessity of a division. In addition
are
supplied
with
a black loam interspersedwith a good
to the argument that a new township would be a great
clay
soil.
convenience to the people, he urged that it would be a
The soil of the township produces bountiful crops of
great saving of money to them, inasmuch as the growing
wickedness and the consequent increase of illegitimate corn, wheat, oats, barley, flax, and grasses of every.aescnpuon. The productive capacity of the land has of
children, who would have to be supported at public exlate years been much increased by a judicious rotation of
pense, would greatly increase the township taxation.
crops, and the growing of clover as a fertilizer. _.The
This master stroke of logic cut off twenty-four sections
fact is well remembered by the writer, that when the virfrom the southern half of Washington township, and the
commissioners immortalized the name of the persistent . gin soil first began to fail to produce remunerative crops
under the old system of farming, a large number of
advovate by naming the new tpwnship Gasper, after the
farmers became discouraged, and believing that their
Christian name of Mr. Potterf.
land .was about worn out, and that it would soon become
The township as it now stands is six miles from east to
worthless and sterile, many sold at a nominal price and
west, by four miles from north to south. It is bounded
went west in search of better land. Much of the land
on the north by Washington township, on the east by
thus deserted produces better crops to-day than it did a
Lanier, on the south by Somers and on the west by
quarter of a century ago, and no doubt the productiveDixon.
ness will increase if the system of cultivation continues
to improve.
*Written mainly by Henry Shideler, esq.
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Owing to the good natural drainage, this township is
peculiarly free from the more malignant types of fever.
Malarial and bilious diseases seldom occur, and the
township has a reputation for the general good heaith of
its citizens.
TIMBER.

Originally the township was heavily timbered with
poplar, oak, walnut, ash, hard maple, beach, and a great
variety of other trees. Although these heavy forests
have lallen victims to the woodman's axe, there are still
considerable areas of woodland and many majestic poplars are still standing.
In earlier days there wa·s a heavy undergrowth of
spice wood, prickly ash, Indianari'ow, and leather wood.
All of these shrubs were useful to the pioneers, although
the grubbing and picking of them required about onethird of the labor of clearing the forests. The prickly
ash was a medicine f~ bilious attacks; the spicewood
was in universal use for the making of tea; Indian arrowwood was extensively used by the settlers, as well as by
Indian bowmen, and the Ieatherwood was extensively
used in the manufacture of primitive harness. The
primeval forest teemed with game of all kinds, especially
bear, deer, and wild turkeys. These furnished the supplies of meat, and the skin of the bear and deer furnished exce!lent material for wearing apparel.
THE PIONEERS OF GASPER.

\

It has generally been thought that the first settler in
this township was Gasper Potterf, after whom the township was named, but after a careful investigation the
writer finds that Silas Dooley, sr., settled on Paint creek,
in the western part of the township, in x8os, while
Potter£ located on Seven Mile creek, in the eastern
part, in x8o6. We will, therefore, begin with Silas
Dooley, c;r. The writer gleans most of his facts respecting the settlement of Mr. Dooley from an interview held
with a friend a few years prior to the death of the aged
p1oneer, and published at the time in the Eaton Register,
February zo, 1873.
Silas Dooiey, sr., was born in a blockhouse in Madison county, Kentucky, March 8, q86. He was the
seventh child of Moses Dooley, who emigrated with his
family-a wife and five children-in •781, from Bedford
county, Virginia, a distance of five hundred miles, the
mother carrying her youngest child in her arms and
walking most of the way, having no other way of travelling, except on pack horses. The route led through
mountainous country, and numerous dangerc; lurked in
their pathway, but despite the hardships endured they
arrived safely in Kentucky. The savage barbarities of
the Indians compelled the settlers to live in forts strongly
garrisoned. The Indian massacres of qS:z-3 disheartened the settlers very much, and they longed for liberty
from their enforced imprisonment.
Moses Dooley,
chafing under the long confinement and apprehensive of
the safety of the morals of his children, who were often
thrown into bad company, concluded at all hazards to
move to a farm.
Accordingly, with several others he settled in the midst
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of a canebrake in Madison county, Kentucky. There
they erected a school-house and educated their children.
In r8os Moses Dooley, with his son, Silas, accompanied by Jacob Railsback, started for Ohio in search of
land. They came to Springfield, now Springdale, Hamilton
county, Ohio, and spent the first night with Elder Thompson, a Presbyterian minister. As Mr. Thompson was at
that time in need of a hand Silas was hired for one
month.
On Monday morning the company started for Seven
1\·lile, arriving on the next Sunday at the house of John
Pottenger, which was located about a mile and a half north
of the present site of Camden. They made his home
their headquarters during the three or four days they were
prospecting for suitable locations for settlement. Mr.
Dooley chose one hundred and sixty acres of land on
Paint creek, now owned principally by John Overholser.
Jacob Railsback selected a quarter section on Seven Mile,
in Gasper township, which land is now owned by the
H ulfmans. The party then turned their faces homeward,
Silas stopping at Springfield to fulfil his engagement
with Elder Thompson. His work was rail splitting, at
ten dollars per month. With a part of the first money
received he paid for his axe.
Moses Dooley and Jacob Railsback went on to Cincinnati, ·and then entered the land they had selected. The
price was two dollars per acre, to be paid in specie, one
fourth in hand and the residue in three annual instalments. The payment of sixteen dollars gave the settlers
the refusal of the land for forty days, and a second . pavment of eighty dollars secured it for two years.
After finishing his job of rail splitting Silas Dooley
came back to Seven Mile and engaged to clear two acres
of land one foot and under, for James Crawford, commonly called "Big Jimmie." He also cleared two acres
for John Pottenger.
Now comes the turning point in Silas Dooley's life.
Homesick, out of work, without money and poorly clad,
he became discouraged and resolved to go home to his
native Kentucky. Having no other means of accomplishing the two hundred and fifty miles that lay between
himself and his relatives, he resolved to walk. Just as
he was getting under way he met Captain David E.
Hendricks, who immediately hired him to clear six acres
of land, for which he was to receive three dollars and
fifty cents per acre. This clearing is now occupied by
the town of Camden. The same year Robert Runyon
put the cleared land in corn. At the same time Captain
Hendricks had three other hands chopping and splitting
rails, viz : Isaac Wiseman, James Wright, and Thomas
Combs, a half Indian. The chopping went steadily on
until the deer became so tame that they would browse
off the tops of the trees while the men would be cutting
up the truriks. They worked in different places for
Captain Hendricks, and cleared part of the ground on
which Eaton now stands. Messrs. Wiseman and Doo·
ley cut down a giant poplar tree on the lot now occupied
by the Presbyterian church. Thus was his time occupied until the arrival of his father, mother and brother,
David, who came toward the close of the year t8os.
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The family was soon busily engaged in making the farm
previously entered habitable. The first house consisted
of a camp hut, constructed of round poles, enclosing
three sides and leaving one end open for the fire in front.
They had a skillet and a Dutch oven, in which they
boiled and baked, and made sugar. Their farm was
well stocked with sugar trees, and the largest and best of
them were tapped, and a considerable quantity of sugar
made by Mrs. Dooley. She tried the Indian plan of
making sugar, viz: To allow the sugar water to freeze
and to throw away the successive coats of ice that would
form on the surface of the liquid until nothing but the
finest quality of molasses would remain. She made
sugar also by making a clay furnace, and then inverted
the skillet lids and baked a clay rim around them, in
which she boiled the sugar water. By dint of hard
labor the family felled the timber, picked and cleared
away the brush, and thus prepared six acres of land for
the reception of corn, which they constantly attended,
and managed to lay by. A few days after the noted eclipse,
which occurred in June, r8o6, they went to James
Crawford's and held a Thanksgiving meeting. After this
they started back to Kentucky to remove the balance of
their family; and in August of the same year they got
stluted, bringing their teams and a number of cattle with
them. They were accompanied by one or two neighbor
families. Upon their arrival they cut and hewed the
logs for their cabin. The Indians often came fr9m Fort
St. Clair, and camped by the big sulphur springs on the
farm of Silas Dooley, afterwards owned by his son,
·
Hayden.
In the spring of r8o7 Silas Dooley entered a quarter
section on Paint creek, three and a half miles southwest
of Eaton. In that same year he cleared five acres of
this land, and raised thereon a good crop of corn, despite the thefts of the squirrels. The following winter
he was sick, and did nothing until spring, when he broke
up his cleared ground again and prepared to plant. But
at this junction Silas stopped work, and Cornelius, Katie
and Polly VanAusdal, and perhaps Sallie Curry, were
the guests invited to the wedding, for Silas Dooley
wouldn't stop work for anything short of his own wedding. On the fifth of May, r8o8, he was married to
Johanna Westerfield, the daughter of Samuel Westerfield. The infair was held on the sixth at his father's,
and the honeymoon was spent in planting corn. Then
he set to work to construct a round log cabin, fourteen
feet square, with a puncheon floor and large, open fireplace, and he testified that there were spent the happiest
days of his life.
In the War of 1812 Mr. Dooley was a member of
Captain David E. Hendricks' rifle company, which was
not subject to the draft, as the militia volunteered in a
body. It was a full company of sixty-four men, rank
and file, and was raised in the Paint and Upper Seven
Mile settlements. Many families were thus left destitute of male help, but the parents, wives, and daughters
put their hands to the plow, rolled logs, and carried and
burned brush.
Silas Dooley procured a substitute in the person of

Nathaniel Bloomfield, the father of William Bloomfield,
of Eaton.
In 1819 Mrs. Dooley, the mother of ·Silas, died and
was buried in a coffin furnished at an expense not exceeding one dollar.
Mr. Dooley, sr., traveled extensively through parts of
Indiana and Ohio while engaged in the ministry of the
Gospel. In the winter of 1822 he was suddenly smitten with winter fever, and sending for Silas and George,
he told them of his approaching death, and requested
George to take his measure for his coffin, which was to
be made similar to that of his wife. George replied,
"Oh father, I can't do that!" The old gentleman told
him to measure Silas, who was of the same height as
his father. Moses Dooley soon breathed his last, and in
order to get the coffin there in time, secured the assis·
tance of the late William Caster. Silas Dooley, died
July 8, 1877, aged ninety-one years and four months.
Of his family of five sons and two daughters, all are
dead save Silas Dooley, jr., who lives on the home
place.
Hayden W. Dooley was born in Preble county, in 1814.
and in 1836 was married to Adaline A Runyon, born in
1817, and died in 1872. They had two children. Marquis L. was born October 16, 1837, and Mary E. was
born December 7, 1838.
Silas Dooley, jr., the youngest son of Silas Dooley, the
pioneer of Gasper township, was born on the home place,
where he now resides. In 1846 he was married to Isabel, daughter of Alexander and Rebecca McCracken,
who settled in Preble county about 1818. To Mr. and
Mrs. Dooley have been born two children, one of whom,
Emma, wife of William Morton, is still living. Mr. Dooley owns a farm of one hundred and sixty-two acres of
land adjoining his residence.
EARLY INCIDENTS.

Ordinarily the daily life of the pioneers were made up
principally of hard work, plenty of good, though plain,
fare, and sound, invigorating sleep. In the main their
life was uneventful. True little things occurred every
day, which, if they occurred nowadays, would cause each
particular hair to stand on end; and at night the howl of
hungry wolves approached the very doors of the settlers'
cabins, and such sounds would destroy modern nerves ;
but to the brave, hardy, and fearless pioneer, these daily
occurrences were scarcely noticed. In those days nerves
were knit into muscles, and cowardice was almost unknown.
Occasionally, however, little events happened which
were worthy of pioneer notice The death of a settler,
a bear hunt, the visits of Indians, a big meeting, and the
like called for more than passing notice. The experit:nces of the pioneers were much alike, and what happened to one man was a characteristic event in the history
of all the settlers.
On this account, in narrating a few noteworthy incidents, we select some portions from the life history of a
representative pioneer, and as Silas Dooley was the first
man to make a permanent settlement his eventful career

Hayden W. Dooley, son of Silas Dooley, the pioneer,
was born in Gasper township, Preble county, Ohio, September 1, 1814. He was brought up on his father's
farm, and enjoyed no other opportunities for the ac.
quirement of an education than the district school of
his neighborhood afforded; but possessing a natural
energy of character, and making the most of such advantages as he had, he qualified himself to occupy, as he
did subsequently, important positions in the county and
State. He was president of the Agricultural Society of
Preble county for a number of years, and in 1856 was
elected a representative to the State legislature and
served one term. He was well and favorably known in

the county, and was universally respected for his uprightness of character. He was an active and leading
member of Friendship (Universalist) church, from its
earliest organization, and his life was consistent with his
religious professions.
He was united in marriage to Adaline A. Runyon,
daughter of Robert Runyon, October 27, 1836, and settled where his daughter now lives. He resided there
until his death, which took place May 31, 1874- His
w1fe died October 30, 1872. They had but two children, Marquis L, born October 26, 1837 (died February 25, I86s), and Mary E., born December 7, 1838,
who occupies the homestead.

SILAS DOOLEY, SR.
So much has been written in another place in this history concerning the pioneer experiences of the subject of
this sketch that it will be unnecessary to narrate them
here
The Dooleys were formerly quite numerous in Preble
county, but at the present time their number is comparatively few. Moses Dooley, the oldest representative of the fnmily in Preble county, removed, in the
year 1781, from Bedford county, Virginia, to Madison
county, Kentucky. In 1805 he emigrated to this county
and located a quarter section of land on Paint creek, in
what is now Gasper township. Moses Dooley died in
Wayne couqty, Indiana, January
12,
1822, and his wife on
the home farm, January 7,
I819. They had a family of
seven sons and three daughters.
Abner, the eldest, was an associate judge of common pleas of
the county for several years;
Reuben was a minister of the
Christian denomination;George,
Moses, Thomas, and Silas were
farmers; David died at seventeen.
The daughters-Mary,
Nancy, and Jane, were the
wives respectively of Samuel
Kirkum, Thomas Harris, and
Richard Leeson. After their
removal to Kentucky the family
were compelled, owing to the
depredations of the Indians, to
tive in a block-house, and there
Silas was born, on the eighth
day of March, q86. His paternal ancestors were Welsh and his mother, whose
maiden name was Mary Boyd, was of Irish descent
Silas came to Ohio with his father. He hired out as a
band for some time, and in I 8o7 entered one hundred
and sixty acres of land on Paint creek, Gasper township-the northeast quarter of section eighteen. His
son Silas still has the patent for this land which was
issued December 30, t811. On the fifth day of May,
r8o8, Mr. Dooley waCJ marrieq to Johannah, daughter
of Samuel Westerfield, who lived on the pike east of
Eaton.
Mr. Dooley was born December 2, 1785.
The marriage license of Silas Dooley and Johannah
Westerfield was without doubt the first document of the

kind ever issued in Preble county. The We'sterfields
were of Dutch descent, having originally come from Holland.
Samuel Westerfield was hom in New York.
When about seventeen years of age he removed with his
parents to New Jersey. While upon the journey the
father and some of the children were massacred by the
Indians. His mother and two children besides himself
escaped. He came to Preble county about the year
r8o7 or 18o8, having for some time previous lived in
Clermont county, Ohio. The next day after their wedding Mr. and Mrs. Dooley returned to his father's in Gasper, and the following day they began work in real earnest,
Mrs. Dooley helping her husband in his com planting. They
soon moved into a cabin of their
own, and they both spent the
remainder of their lives on the
farm where they first settled.
Mr. Dooley's subsequent life
was an uneventful one. His
occupation was one which in
his day required unceasing toil,
the practice of economy and
self-denial He was a man of
excellent character, lived a
blameless life, possessed the repect due to such a character
and such a life, and passed
away peacefully, July 8, 1877.
His wife died April I4> 1859·
They had seven children: Catharine, Reuben, Hayden W.,
Mary, Isaac H., Warren B., and
Silas.
Catharine was born
February 5, 18og, married
William Wolverton in t8:z8, and died in 1847; Reuben,
born July 11, I8II, died in 1841, in Schuyler county, Illinois; Hayden was born September, 1814. died in I874Mary, died in infancy; she was born May u, 18 I 7; Isaac,
born May s, I8I8, died September 20, 1858; Warren,
born May :zs, t8:zt, died December 7, 185o; Silas, the
only servivor, and now living on the homestead in Gasper,
was born May 2, I825; he was married September 27,
1846, to Miss Isabel McCracken, who was born August
15, 1826, in Washington township, Preble county, Ohio.
They have had two children, Emma 1., wife of William
Morton, and a son who died in 185o, aged three
months.
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him under a big hornets' nest. The hornets commenced
has b~:en made the exponent of the early incidents of the
aggressive operations, and as they swarmed about him,
community.
the now thoroughly aroused Silas ran for dear life, never
The first death of which there is any remembrance
letting go of the deer meat upon his shoulders. The
that took place in the Seven Mile settlement after the
arrival of :Mr. Dooley was that of an infant child of Will- ' Indian stood off at a safe distance, convulsed with laughiam and Sarah Sellers. The burial was on the place
ter, and at the close of the race innocently asked:
"What you call urn?" But Silas could take a joke even
called the Backbone, near Mrs. Mann's, in Gasper township. James Crawford made the little coffin of punchif there was in it a bitter sting.
At another time Mr. Dooley went over on Twin creek,
eons, and it fell to the lot of Silas Dooley to dig the
grave. While engaged at this work there came an Insome eight miles distant, to purchase some bacon, for
dian and two squaws, who appeared strangely interested,
which he paid all the money he had in the world. The
staying while the digging ·was going on, and watching
weather being very warm, the fat meat came very near
with the closest attention all the details of the burial,
melting before he reached home. Arriving at the house
never once speaking a word.
about dark, he hung the meat against the cabin to cool
The first marriage license issued in Preble after it was
before putting it away, and went to bed feeling rich in
severed from l\Iontgomery county, was procured at Eaton
the possession of meat in August,-a rare luxury-bu't
by Silas Dooley, though many were married previously,
entirely forgetting to secure said meat. In the morning
having procured licenses at Dayton. This first license,
the meat was cool, but it was gone, and Mr. Dooley conissued about the first day of May, 18o8, authorized the
sidered it one of the heaviest losses he had ever sustained.
solemnization of the marriage of Silas Dooley and HanGasper Potterf, sr., was a native of Virginia, and
nah Westerfieid, the particulars of which marriage we
noted in another place.
was born in 1754· He was married to Susannah RidIn 1806 a Mr. Enoch and son came from the Big Mienour in I 784, and settled on section number twentysix, of Gasper township, in I8o6, being the second setami to the farm of Isaac Enoch, now occupied by Robert
Runyon, that they might fatten their hogs upon the abuntler. He was a man of great energy and industry, and
was of German descent. In I8o8 he built the first mill
dant mast. The son was left in charge, and one day sudof the township, on Seven l\lile creek. This rude and
denly took sick with something like a fit. As her husband was from home, Mrs. Enoch called upon the
simple structure was of great utility to the pioneers, doing
The sick boy lay in convulsions, and
Dooleys for help.
the principal part of their grinding for several years, and
had to be run day and night to accommodate its customthere was no doctor nearer than Franklin. It was deers; the bolting had to be done by hand. In connection
cided to send for Big Jim Crawford, who had acquired
some reputation as a practical "medicine" man. Silas
with this mill he also erected a distillery about the same
Hooley, though bare foot and thinly clad, ran the distime, and, doing his own grinding, this was a source of
tance of three and one-half miles to Crawford's, over frogreat profit to him. During the War of 1812 the dezen ground pretty well covered with snow. Mr. Enoch -mand for whiskey at the forts advanced the price to one
who came home during the day started immediately for
dollar per gallon. The profits of this enterprise enabled
him to purchase large tracts of Government lands, and
the boy's father and Dr. De Boyce. They travelled all
also to erect, some time before the year I 8zo, a large and
night, and a dark one it was, with nothing but a blazed
path to guide them through the forest. But they only
well equipped mill-which is still standing, though idlearrived in time to see the sick one breathe his last.
which did a very large business in its day. The building
The friendly Indians from Fort St. Clair frequently enis still in a pretty good state of preservation. In addition
camped near the Big Sulphur springs, on Silas Dooley's
to this he also built and run a saw-mill, which did a very
large business. In addition to the foregoing he for many
farm.
In the autumn of I 8o6 a family encamped near these
years carried on the farming business on a farm of some
springs and were very friendly with their white neighbors,
three hundred acres, and when the infirmities incident to
who treated them kindly, giving them pumpkins and
old age began to make inroads on his constitution, and
other articles of farm produce. The Indian one day,
his strength and energy began to fail, he made a partial
after killing a bear and a deer, thought that he would redistribution of his property among his children. Prior
turn the compliment. He came to the house and ento this he had, however, given each of his children one
hundred and sixty acres of land.
quired for the old man, and when Silas told him that he
His first wife died November 7, 183I, aged sixty-five
was not at home, the Indian said, "maybe you have some
meat; me go show you." They started back along a
years, and forty-seven years after her marriage. The
cow-path and came to the place where Abraham Over- fruit of this marriage was thirteen children, six sons and
holser's house now is, here he had killed and dressed in
seven daughters, all of whom are now dead except one
good order a deer, and had taken all but the forequarters
daughter, who lives in Indiana. There are quite a number of grandchildren still living in the township.
which he gave to Silas, who tied the quarters together
Some years after the death of his first wife he married
and swung them across his shoulder preparatory to the
homeward trip. The Indian made all manner of fun of a widow lady by the name of Nancy Jane Longnecker,
the pale face's way of carrying a load, and while leading
by whom he had three children, two sons and one
daughter. The elder son, who was named for his father,
the way toward the house took particular pains to lead
1

1

>J

q8

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

--- - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - -- - - - - the year 187 5· She is the mother of six children, who
still resides in Gasper township; the other two children
are all living.
reside in Eaton.
The next in order of the pioneers is Stephen Allbaugh,
The subject of this sketch died October 4, 1836, aged
who is a native of Maryland, and who came to Gasper
eighty-two years.
townsh1p m 1812, and has resided here continuously ever
Gasper T. Potter£ was born in 1833, and in 1854, was
married to Julia Leech who was born in 1836. Eight of since. He is now in the ninetieth year of his age, altheir ten children are living. Jacob Leech died in 188o,
though he has been somewhat afflicted more or Jess for
and his widow is still living with her daughter, Mrs.
several years; but is, at this writing, enjoying good health.
In 1814 he married Nancy Potterf, daughter of Gasper
Potter(
Potter( They have had eight children-three sons and
Jacob Potterf, born in q86, emigrated to Ohio from
Virginia in t8o6, and settled in section sixteen, Gasper
five daughters, all living but one son, who died in Iowa.
township. He died in 1862, on the farm in section
One son and two daughters are living in Gasper township,
two daughters in Eaton, and one son in Indiana. Mr.
thirty-four. He married Christina Brown, born in North
Carolina in 1793, who died in 1878. Her parents settled
Allbaugh has been engaged in farming, and in former
at a very early day in Harrison township, on the land _ years carried on the distilling business. He often speaks
now occupied by the village of Euphemia. Of their of the superior quality of whiskey made in an early day,
nine children, four are living.
when the practice of its adulteration was unknown, and
when delirium tremens were never heard of. He is sinIsaac R. Potterf, born on the home place in 1821, in
1844 married Miss A. C. Campbell, who was born in
cerely of the opinion that copper distilled whiskey is not
Delaware in 182T, and came with her parents to Gasper injurious to health, and can refer to men who for many
township in 1829. To them have been born four chilyears made a daily use of whiskey without mental or
dren, three of whom are living: Lydia F., wife of Jacob
physical injury, but thinks persons had better abstain from
A. Guild, lives in Camden; Emma M. and Ella L. are
using the drugged whiskey thrown upon the market now.
at home. They took a child to raise.
Last spring, when the weather was yet disagreeable and
Catharine, the eldest daughter of Jacob Potterf, marhe had been confined to a sick bed and under medical
ried Thomas F. Stephens who resides in Gasper towntreatment for a long time, troubled with a cough and heart
ship. Elizabeth is the wife of Henry Neff, of Camden.
disease, he had the convicton that it .vas his duty to have
Abraham F. Pottenger lives in Gasper township.
the ordinance of baptism administered by immersion. So
John Rail.;back was born in Bourbon county, Kenhe sent for the ministers of the Dunker church with a view
tucky, in the year q83, and married Hannah Conger,
of discharging that duty. The preachers came and the
who was born in Kentucky in 1787. In 1806 they
time for immersion arrived. The water of the creek besettled in Gasper township, Preble county. He entered
ing chilly Mr. Allbaugh's neighbors held a council, beland in section eighteen, before he brought his wife from
lieving that in his feeble condition immersion would
Kentucky. He built a log cabin, and commenced clearprove fatal; they thereupon procured a large bath box
and filled it with water, intending to take the chill off by
ing his land.
Their son, Isaac C. Railsback, was born in Kentucky
putting in some warm water. Finaly the preacher came
in 18o6, and .when but three months old, came to Gasper
and council was called, and it was finally agreed to subtownship with his parents. He married Elizabeth M.
mit the whole matter to him. He quickly decided to go
Runyon, who was born in 1841, and died in 1878, one
to the creek. So he was placed in a large arm chair,
year after the death of her husband.
surrounded by bedding and placed in a spring wagon,
The second son of John and Hannah Railsback was
taken to the creek and immersed, and taken to his home,
named William. He died in early infancy.
and improved more rapidly than he had done at any
Isaac and Elizabeth Railsback had five children, two
other time. This, perhaps, may be taken as an evidence
of whom are living: Martha A., widow of James M.
that a determined will has a great influence on our physDavis, resides in Washington township, and Julia F. Mcical organization.
Clanahan, wife of Thomas F. McClanahan, Jives on the
The subject of this sketch has resided in the township
old farm.
sixty-eight years. His wife died September 9, 1874- aged
Robert Runyon, born in Kentucky in the year 1785,
eighty years and twenty days.
emigrated from that State to Preble county in t8Io, and
Shortly after these pioneers came, the township
settled in this township, where he died in 1873. He was
was rapidly settled, among whom may be named the Jones
family, the Kincaid family, the Peters and Wilkinson famtwice married, first to Elizabeth Burns, and second to
Mary Slayback who was born in 1791, and died in 1867.
ilies in the western part of the township, also the Baily
Wilson, the only surviving child of the first marriage,
family. In the ct:ntral part may be named the Huffman
lives in Eaton. Three children of the second marriage
family, the Stephens iamily, and the Shideler family. In the
are living. A son, Han·ey, resides in Richmond, Indi- eastern part of the township may be named the Sayler
ana, and two daughters live in this county-Mary Run- family, who came in 1814 (Abraham Sayler now Jives
yon in Eaton, and Sarah, widow of William N. Duggins,
on the tract of land npon which his father settled in
in Dixon township. Mrs. Duggins was born m I 829,
1814), the Burns family, the Shewman family, the Barnhart family, the Brower family, the Young family, and the
and was married at the age of twenty, to her husband
Yost family. Some of them are further mentioned.
(now deceased), who was born in 1824. He died in
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- - ---- - - - --- - - - - -- ------- - - - - - - - - - family of nine children, four of whom are now living,
The principal part of these families settled on governas follows: Abraham T., on the old homestead; Elizament land, and are properly classed among the original
settlers. There might be many other families named of beth, wife of Jacob Shewman; Joseph, and Maria, wife
of John W. Allen, all in Monroe township.
original settlers, who, with their posterity, left the townAbraham was born in Lanier township, March 5, I812,
ship many years since, who sold their lands to a second
class of settlers, among whom may be named the Campand was married to Elizabeth Rinehard in 1838. He
bells, the Manns, the Floras, and the Webbs.
has three children living and six deceased.
Armstead Huffman was one of the early settlers of GasIn 1815, Abraham Overholser settled in this township,
having emigrated from Virginia, where he was born in
per township, and a prominent, useful man. He was
born in Virginia in I 788, and was an early emigrant
1805. He resided in Gasper until his death in I877,
and was a worthy citizen. He served as township trusto Kentucky, from Byron county, from which State, he
tee two terms. His widow, who is still living, was, became to Preble county after marrying Nancy Burton.
He located on the farm in Gasper, now owned by Porter fore her marrirge, Lydia Brower, and was born in 1813.
Webb, when all around was still forest and game plenty.
Her family at present consists of the following named
children: Sarah, widow of George Runyon, residing in
He died in I859, surviving his wife a quarter of a cenMonroe township; Barbara, wife of Robert Harris, in
tury. Their children were Ambrose, Thomas M., Sally
this township; Lovina, widow of John W. Blair, living
(Mattox), Overt ..m, Morgan, Nathan, Nancy (White},
Mary (Stephens), Alzina (Campbell), and James. Of with her mother; John H., who married Mary A. Bennett, daughter of Elijah and Lucinda Bennett, and is a
these, Ambrose, Sally, Overton, Mary, and James are defarmer of Dixon township. To them were born three
ceased. Morgan and Nancy reside in Eaton, Nathan in
Dixon township, Alzina in Gasper township, and Thomas
children, two of whom are living.
Charles and Elizabeth Wilkinson emigrated to Preble
M., the oldest of the family, living in Camden. He was
born in I8o8, and was consequently seven years of age
county from Kentucky, at an early day. Their youngwhen his parents settled in Gasper, and saw much of est <;on, Curtis H., was born in I827, and in 1852 was
the manners of pioneer life.
He resided upon the old
married to Sarah Jane, daughter of Christopher and Cathhome farm until I 866, when he removed to his present
arine Wysong, of Gasper township. She was born in
residence. Mr. Huffman was married in I83I to Annie
I831. To Mr. and Mrs. Wilkinson have been born
Conger, who died in I877. J. A. Huffman, a prominent
eleven children, of whom six are living, viz.: Redmon
citizen of Camden, was their only son, and was born in
E., Alice E., wife of Jacob H. Shideler, of Washington
township; Catharine Eleanor, Ida B., and Minnie M.
I835·
Mary Taylor was born in Butler county, Ohio, in 181 o,
There are four hundred and sixty-six acres of land at
and in 1813 came with her parents to Preble county,
Mr. Wilkinson's · residence, and one hundred and fortyand settled in Gasper township, on the land now owned
seven acres in Gratis; all under a good state of cultivation.
by Job Shinn. Samuel Stephens and Rebecca Bailey
William Campbell was born in the State of Delaware,
were her parents. Mrs. Stephens emigrated from Pennin I793· In 1815 he married Lavina McCabe, who was
sylvania to Cincinnati, Ohio and at an early day came to
born in 1795· In 1827 Mr. and Mrs. Campbell emiButler county. Mr. Stephens served six months in the
grated from Delaware, intending to go to Illinois. Their
War of I8I2. Mr. and Mrs. Stephens were the parents
settlement in Gasper township was an accident. When
of eleven children.
Their daughter, Mary, married
they arrived at Eaton Mr. Campbell learned that he was
in Preble, and thereupon determined to visit an old
James B. Taylor in I842, who was born in I8o9, and
friend of his who lived two miles south of Eaton, near
died in I854- They had three children, two daughters
where the old seven mile bridge now stands. While enand one son. Margaret Elizabeth lives in Eaton, and
Bailey L. Taylor resides at home. Mrs. Taylor owns
joying the hospitality of his friend he was delayed by a
fifty-five acres of land in section sixteen.
spell of sickness, and by the time he recovered he ruid
decided to settle in the neighborhood, and thus Preble
Christian Sayler was born in Frederick county, Marycounty gained one of its most substantial citizens. He
land, June 5, 1785, and subsequently removed with his
settled on the farm in section fourteen, where Jehu B.
brothers, Daniel, Martin, and John, to Franklin county,
Virginia. In 18o6, he and his brothers, and their widCampbell has resided ever since his father's settlement.
William Campbell died in 186o, and his wife died in
owed mother, emigrated to Preble (then Montgomery}
county, Ohio. In I8J x he was married to Mary, daugh~879· Five of their children lived to maturity, three of
whom are still liviag. Jehu B., the only one living in
ter of Samuel Teal, also of Franklin county, Virginia,
this county, was born in Delaware in 1823, and was marHe settled in I8I4 in what is now Gasper township (then
ried in 1847 to Alzina Huffman, daughter of Armstead
Washington), in section· thirty-six, where his son, AbraHuffman. She was born in Gasper township in 1827.
ham T. now lives. At that time the region round ab0ut
Five of their seven children are living, viz.: Zippora,
him was an unbroken forest. He continued to live there
Nancy L., wife of Dr. Porter Webb; Sallie C., wife of
until the day of his death, which occurred on his sixtyIsaac Young; Dr. William A., married Minnie Surface,
seventh birthday, June 5, 1852. His widow is still living
and practices in Eaton; and Thoma;; H . Mr. Campbell
with her son, Abraham, on the old homestead, at the adhas filled all the township offices, and from I852 to x868
vanced age of ninety-one. She was born in Frederick
was justice of the peace. In the year I 87 3 he was elected
county, Maryland, September n, 1789. They had a

18o
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county commissioner, which office he held fur six years.
Jonathan Flora settled in Gasper township in the year
I831, having emigrated from Franklin county, Virginia.
He was born in 1792, and died in 1863. His widow,
whose maiden name was Mary Bowman, is still living
in Dixon township. She was born in Franklin county,
Virginia, in 1796. They had a family of ten children,
namely: Hannah, deceased, was the wife of David Spitler; Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of Abraham Cooper; Susan, wife of Benjamin Cooper, of Dixon township;
Catharine, wife of John Studebaker; Nancy, who died
young; Peter, who died in I865; John, living in Dixon
township, who married Mary Potter!; Mary, wife of
Thomas Charles, in Dixon township; Jonathan F., residing in Eaton; Christian, born in 1824, in Franklin county,
Virginia, now living in this township, married ( 1 848) Sarah Potterf, granddaughter of the pioneer, Gasper Potterf.
·She was born in 183o, in Gasper township.
Levi Mann was born in Gasper township in 183o, and
in 1873 married Catharine Rogan, who was born in England in 1855, and came to this country in 1871. To
them have been born four children, all of whom are liv·
ing. Mr. and Mrs. Rogan reside in Gasper township.
Mr. Mann owns one hundred and sixty acres of land.
John F. Huffman was born in 1831. His people emigrated from Virginia to Kentucky, and thence to Ohio
at anJearly day. Allen Huffman's wife was Nancy McCampbell. John F. Huffman was married to Susan,
daughter of Alfred Bell, of Somers township. They
have five children-Henry R., Charles F., Mary ].,
James, and Jennie, the two latter being twins. Mr.
Huffman owns a well-improved farm of two hundred and
sixty acres of land.
T. F. McClanahan came to Preble county from Champaign county, Ohio. In I 869 he was m~rried to Mrs.
Juliet L. Hugget, widow of James E. Hugget, by whom
she had two children-Vestilla and Georgie E. Mrs.
McClanahan is the daughter of John and Hannah (Conger) Railsback, who were both born in Kentucky, the
former in 1783 and the latter in 1787. They were married in 18o5, and in the fall of the following yeilr came
to Preble county and settled on the farm of one hundred
and eighty acres now occupied by Mr. McClanahan. Mr.
Railsback died in the spring of I 87 3, and his wife survived him five years, dying in 1878.
John B. Williams emigrated from New Jersey to Butler county, Ohio, as early as I8J4. He died in 1851,
aged sixty-three years. His son, J ohi1 S., the youngest
of nine children, born m Butler county, Ohio, in 1829,
married in 1852 Susan Litehiser, who was born in 183r,
and moved to Preble county in 1863, settling in Gasper
township. He has five children-Joseph E., William H.
S., Charles B., Mary A., and Rosella. Joseph E. married Mary Aukerman in 1876, and has one child, John A
Miss Alice is by profession a school teacher, having commenced in Washington township when only sixteen. She
taught the New Lexington school in the spring of 1879,
and afterwards in Gasper township, where she is now
teacning.
Joseph and Sarah (Sayler) Early, natives of Virginia,

emigrated from that State to Ohio many years ago, and
settled near West Alexandria. The former clied in 1852
and the latter is still living in Camden. They had ten
children; eight are living, six in this county. Henry,
their first born, was born near West Alexandria in 1832,
and in 1861 was married to Ellen Cosbey, the youngest
daughter of Thomas and Anna Cosbey, who were old
pioneers of Gasper township. To Mr. and Mrs. Early
have been horn three children--Eva May, Clarence B.,
and a child that died in infancy. Mr. Early is the miller
at Barnet's mill, where he has been for nine years. He
is a miller by trade, and has always been engaged in the
milling business. He has lived on his present farm, in
section twenty-six, for twelve years.
John D. Campbell was born in Gasper township in
1846. In x865 he married Miss Nancy M. Kelley, who
was born in Washington township in 1845, on the farm
now owned by J. C. Kelley. To them was one child
born, in 1866-Nancy A. Campbell-who died in 1867.
Mr. Campbell owns ninety-one acres of land in section
twenty-one of Gasper township.
SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL HABITS OF THE PIONEERS.

The dependence of the pioneers on each other for assistance in raising houses, barns, rolling logs and harvesting crops of small grain, when it had to be cut with
a sickle, was such as to produce the finest social relations, and the man who would have refused his neighbor
assistance when needed would have been looked upon
as entirely unworthy of respect, and would have re·
ceived the contempt of the entire community. It was
not an uncommon occurrence for fifty, and sometimes
one hundred men to meet for the purpose of raising
those large log barns that were then in use, but have
now passed away.
When clearing up a farm it was customary for the
owner to cut or burn the trees into convenient length
for rolling, then invite his neighbors to assist in rolling
them into log heaps for burning. Sometimes when the
company of men was large enough to divide into two
companies, two of the most energetic men of the crowd
would be selected and entitled captains, who would proceed to divide the crowd into two companies, and divide
the territory to be rolled into equal parts, and then the
rush to work would commence, one division striving to
outwork the other.
When harvest came on a counsel was held to learn
whose grain needed cutting first. That question settled,
all hands met and cut it, and continued in :his way until all was cut in the neighborhood, and frequently from
twenty to twenty-five men could be seen in a wheat field.
When grain was sown in corn ground the space between
the rows of corn was termed "a land" and constituted
"a through" to be cu't by each man, and sometimes an
expert reaper could, by the assistance of a boy, who was
called a gouger, cut two of these "throughs," and was,
therefore, entitled to double wages. The writer often
acted in the capacity of gouger on a "land" with his
father.
Harvest season, instead of being considered a hard-

STEPHEN ALLBAUGH, SR.
This venerable gentleman, now aged nearly ninety years, is on" of
the oldest citizens and pioneers of the county. He was born in the
town of Liberty, Frederick county, Maryland, on the tenth day of
March, 1791. He was the third child and second son in a family of
thirteen children. When about four.teen years of age he removed with
his parents to Blair county, Pennsylvania. He enjoyed but meagre
educational advantages, attending but a few weeks in the winter such
schools as existed in those early days. In the spring of 1812, accompanied by another young man, he started out to seek his fortune in the
"far west," as Ohio was then regarded. He came on foot to Pittsburgh, thence down the Ohio on a ftat-bo:\t to the mouth of the Scioto,
thenc" on foot to Dayton. Soon after his arrival there he found his
way to an uncle near Winchester, Preble county, where for some time
he made his home. While living there he erected for Henry Young the
first two story log house in that vicinity. In the spring of 1814 he was
engaged by Gasper Potterf, of GasJ>f'r township, to build him a bam.
This was a large log structure, requiring the entire summer to complete it. He received for this job two hundred dollars, making day's
wages of about one dollar per day. While employed at this work he
formed the acquaintance of his employer's daughter, Nancy Jane, to
whom he was married in September, 1814- He built him a log cabin
on one hundred and sixty acres, just east of where he now lives, and
moved into it on Christmas day. He resided there until 18::17, when he
erected the brick dwelling in which he now lives. Mr. Allbaugh has
lived a quiet, uneventful but industrious life. He experienced the
various hardships which fell to the lot of the pioneers, but his memory,
which is uncommouly clear, reverts to those times with a lively interest,

and even pleasure. He is a man of large frame and remarkable vital
power. Although nearly four score and ten years his faculties, mental
and physical, are in a good state of preservation. He is descended on
both sides from an ancestry remarkable for longevity. Hi~ maternal
grandfather lived to be one hundred and one years old, and his maternal great-grandfather was one hundred and six or seven at the time of
his death. His paternal grandfather died at ninety years of age, and
a brother of his father, Samuel Allbaugh, died some years since near
Springfield, Ohio, at the great age of one hundred and nine years; he
was a school teacher and continued in his profession until one hundred
years old. The wife of the subject of this sketch died September,
1874. at the age of nearly eighty years, having been born November 9.
1794- He has raised a family of eight children, two having died when
young, as follo...,s : Mrs. Polly McLean , born July JO• 1816; Allery,
born February 20, 1818 ; Samuel, born September 20, 1819; Mrs. Julia
Ann Bloom, born June ::11, 18::14; Stephen, born March 9· 1827 ; Mrs.
Susannah Smiley, born February 21, 1829; Nancy Jane, born May 6,
1834; Mrs. Sarah Ann Glunt, born March 18, 1837.
In March, 188o, Mr. Allbaugh became a member of the Dunker church. His wife was a member of the Christian denomination.
Mr. Allbaugh lives with his grandson, Frederick A. Bloom, whom he
has raised since he was eight years of age. Mr. Bloom received from
his grandfather forty acres of land in consideration of remaining with
him until twenty-one years of age. Some four years ago he assumed
charge of the home place. He was born April 10, 1853; married January 11, 1877, to Miss Margaret M. King, of Indiana, who was born in
1859. They have two children-Charles S. and La!.wrence.
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- - --· - - · - --- - - ----ship on account of hard labor connected with it, was
hailed with delight as a kind of social festival or glee by
our pioneer fathers.
No poor man was permitted to be under the painful
necessity of begging for the necessaries of life for himself or family. It was a common practice of those who
had a bountiful supply to ascertain the necessities of his
less fortunate neighbors, and to generously share with
them. The stranger was ever a welcome guest, and
taken in and cared for.
Having given some space to our pioneer fathers in this
history, it is due to that noble generation of women, who
have nearly all passed away- --

-

--

OUR PIONEER MOTHERS,

to give at least an outline history of the manner in which
they discharged the duties devolving on them during the
pioneer days of the township.
Domiciled in a rude log cabin, surrounded by a dense
forest, inhabited by wild beasts and savage Indians; her
lot was truly a hard one, and her true history at this day
seems to partake more of fiction than of reality. Compelled by force of circumstances to perform manual
labor which at this time would seem impossible for her
to endure, deprived of society, deprived of the luxunes, and sometimes, no doubt, of at least a bountiful
supplv of the necessaries of life, she had a hard task
to perform in assisting her husband to provide the neces·
saries of life for the family, and with her own hands to
manufacture from flax and wool the fabrics to clothe the
family.
In those days flax was grown almost ~elusively for
the lint which was manufactured into linen. The process of manufacturing was as follows, and was principally
done by female labor: The flax was pulled by hand,
tied into small sheaves, then shocked until dry enough
to beat out the seed-the seed being threshed out The
flax was thinly spread on a meadow or lawn to rot or to
make the wood or stem of the plant brittle, so that it
could be separated from the lint. It was then housed in
a dry place. The next process was breaking it on a large
wooden brake, which was heavy work and had to be done
by men; next came what was called scutching; this was
done by the women and children. This was about the
first labor the writer ever performed, and he has not lived
long enough yet to overcome his aversion to this kind of
labor. The process was this: A board was driven into
the ground and stood about waist high. A hand of
broken flax was hung and held across this, and then with
a wooden scutching knife the woody part was knocked
out of the lint. To stand in one position all day and
handle a scutching knife had no attraction for a boy.It next went through the heckle, from that to the spinning wheel, then to the loom, and came out linen. Out
of flax linen our shirts were made. The tow which was
heckled out of the flax made a coarser quality of linen,
out of which pants for summer wear were made.
For winter apparel they depended entirely on the
fleece of their own sheep; the fleece being taken off,
washed and picked by hand, then taken to the carding-
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mill, carded and made into rolls. It was then ready for
the spinning-wheel, two of which constituted an outfit
for a family-a small one for old ladies. On this she
could spin sitting, and the large one for the daughter.
This spinning had to be done walking which was hard
labor, and there are still a few of these relics to be seen
at farm houses. The spinning done, it went to the
weaver-nearly every farm house containing a loom-and
manufactured into jeans for coats, vests and pants.
.Linsey was used for female apparel, and for coverlets
and blankets for the bed.
Good~ thus manufactured were of superior wearing
quality. In addition to this labor, when sugar-making
time came, the women and children superintended that
almost exclusively, and a large supply of maple sugar
and molasses was annually made.
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PIONEER SCHOOL-HOUSES AND SCHOOLS.

The writer having received the rudiments of his education in the school-houses erected after 1825, a detailed history of those and the schools generally can be
given from personal knowledge. But for the history of
pioneer school-houses proper he is indebted to his
friends, Captain Abraham Sayler and Thomas Huffman,
esq., who were school boys at an earlier day.
The first school-house of the township was built on
s-.:ction twenty-five. This was a much better building
than was common then, being a hewed log house with
cross bars or sticks covered with oiled paper in the place
of glass to admit light. The inside furniture consisted
of slab benches destitute of backs, the urchin's spinal
column being sufficient to keep him m an upright position. Writing desks were of the most substantial kind.
Two inch-holes were bored into the wall, and a heavy
slab pinned on them. For heating apparatus we had a
large fire-place, very near across one end of the room,
tnto which could be rolled large logs, the larger boys cutting them at noon, and all hands rolling them in.
The school-house being generally built in the forest, fuel
was easily obtained. This house was built in 18r8, and
William Botton was the first teacher. He kept what was
then called a "loud school," that is, when no class was
reciting. the school was permitted to spell as loud as they
pleased
A difficulty originating between the northern and
southern part of the district, the south dissolved the
union, and set up for themselves. They went to the
little village of Camden; employed a man by the name
of John Simson to teach their school. They built him
a cabin, he being a man of family. All hands went to
work on Friday, to build a school-house of poles or
round logs, got it up, chinked, and daubed it, and had it
ready for school the next Monday.
The plastering was done in the following manner:
When the building was as high as wanted, they threw
across the center of the building a log or girder, then
laying rails from this to the sides of the wall close
enough to hold mud mortar which was made by mixing
with cut straw, and tramping with a horse. This was then
thrown on the rails, which made it air-tight A roof of
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clapboards was then put on, and the house was finished,
In consequence of the pitiful conpensation paid
the windows and furniture being the same as the first
teachers, there were but few well qualified teachers in the
business.
one described. This house was located on the section
Pioneer teachers were not required to procure a cerline between sections thirty-five and thirty-six.
Some time in 182o there was a school-house of a
tificate of qualification from a board of examiners.
The most formidable ordeal he had to pass was when he
similar description built about the center of section
sixteen. First teacher-Andrew Small.
' came across a school director who was fond of assuming
About 1824 there was a temporary school-house built
an air of learning and would administer his catechism.
The first law enacted by the legislature providing for
on section fifteen. Teacher-James Welsh.
Since writing the foregoing, the writer has obtained a board of county examiners provided that applicants
reliable infQrmation that a school-house had been built should be examined in orthography, reading, writing, and
on section eighteen in I 812. This was a round log arithmetic, and if found qualified to teach these branches,
house with open fire-place, large enough to take in large a certificate should be granted. Sometime after the legislature amended the law so as to include English gramlogs of wood and furniture the same as described in
mar and prohibited school directors from paying any
school-house in the eastern part of the township. The
teacher out of the public school fund who failed to get
first teacher was Joseph A. Dally or Joseph Andersonthe writer's informant is not certain which. So the <such a certificate. This law was unpopular in the start
question is settled that these teachers were the first two for the reason that there was a lack of teachers to supply
the demand. This wise legislation immediately adof the township.
These rude structures in the way of school-houses,
vanced the compensation of teachers, and ambitious
after the township was properly divided into more con- young men soon qualified themselves to comply with the
requirements of the law. The whole tendency of legisvenient districts, were superseded by better ones, but the
lation from that day to this has been to raise the standfurniture remained about the same for many years.
The State school fund was very small until about ard of qualifications of teachers-and Ohio can now
boast of havin$ a school system second to none in the
I852, when the school system of the State was revised
Union.
under the new constitution, and ample provision made
In comparing the advancement of the pupils of to-day
for public schools. Prior to that time the public fund
who have commodious and well furnished school-rooms
was insufficient to maintain a school more than three
and school apparatus of every description-text books
months per year, and when a longer term was desired by
of superior arrangement, and school terms of from eight
the people, the residue of the money had to be raised by
to nine months per year, taught by highly educated teachsubscription. This remark does not apply to pioneer
ers, with the advancement of pioneer pupils of the same
schools proper, but to that period between, perhaps, the
age, who were cooped up in their little log cabin schoolyears I 83o and 185o. Prior to that period schools had
houses, destitute of anything entitled to the name of furto be maintained almost entirely by subscription.
niture, destitute of school apparatus, and entirely destiThe county being sparsely settled school districts
tute of graded readers, by which pupils may be classified,
were necessarily large, children frequently having to go
from two to three miles to school, and generally through
but being compelled from force of circumstances to use
as readers, anything that could then be procured, from
a dense forest. When snow was deep, a log was dragged
the Testament down to the almanac, with school terms
from the residence to the school-house to break the snow.
We had no boots then but very low quartered shoes, so
of from three to four months per year, taught by poorly
our mothers would draw a pair of old stockings over our qualified teachers, we are forced to the conclusion that
shoes to keep out the snow. Children of that period of pioneer children accomplished more--or that our children are now accomplishing less than could reasonably
our history did not go much on style of dress and did
be expected.
not believe that fine clothes made the boy or girl more
Were we asked the question how did the children of
respectable, and it was a very common thing to see a
the pioneers accomplish so much in the way of educayoung urchin wending his way to school in very rough
weather with his father's old pigeon tailed felt coat on for
tion, with the limited means of schooling they enjoyed,
the answer would be, they did it by habits of industry,
an overcoat, the skirt dragging the snow; or the girl with
energy and perseverance. Their school terms were
her mother's cast-off shawl, to keep her comfortable.
This was then the fashion,.and all were satisfied as long short, and they made the best possible use of them.
as they were able to follow the style of the day in dress. Their books were carried home every evening, and those
No child refused to attend school on account of homely
who had no candles or lard to burn in the old iron lamp,
dress, no distinction being made on that account.
would strip the ross bark from shellbark hickory trees,
The compensation received by teachers was very small,
and carry it home, which, by administering to the fire in
the large fireplace of the cabin, would furnish them with
many of them receiving less than one dollar per day.
The writer has a distinct recollection of one of his a brilliant light. It was by this system of close application
preceptors, who taught a term of sixty days for thirty- to their studies that the pioneer children accomplished
three dollars. Wages, however, advanced and when it so much under the unfavorable circumstances by which
they were surrounded. Books were scarce, hut those
·got to one dollar per day, it was considered a remunerthey had were well and carefully read.
ative business.
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It was also a common practice during the winter months
to organize lyceums or debating clubs, and discuss religious, moral, and sometimes political questions, and this
produced a taste for reading. Much of their time was
thus employed when not employed in manual labor, and
notwithstanding the limited means of education possessed
by pioneer children, and the privations and hardships
many of them had to endure, many of those who adopted
a system of self-culture in after life became intelligent
and useful citizens, and some of them were promoted to
honorable official positions, among whom may be named
Hayden Dooley, the eldest son of the first settler of the
township, who had the honor of representing Preble
county in the lower branch of the legislature of Ohio;
Peter Shideler, one of the early settlers, who was one of.
the associate judges of the court of common pleas of
Preble county for some time; Martin F. Stephens, who
was elected county treasurer two terms, and representative
one term; and Henry Shideler, who represented Preble
and Montgomery counties in the State senate two terms.

1

CHURCHES.

The first church of the township was located on secuon eighteen, and was built in 1818. It was a hewed log
house, twenty-six by thirty feet, roofed With shingles, and
was free for all denominations of Christians to worship
in. This spirit of liberality was characteristic of pioneer
inhabitants-selfishness and illiberality were then unknown. The trustees were Silas Dooley, William Caster,
and John Railsback. This house served the double purpose of school-house and church. Elder David Purvi·
ance was the first minister of the Christian denomination
who preached there.
The writer is indebted to Silas Dooley, jr., for the or·
iginal subscription list for the building of this church,
which is deemed of sufficient importance to insert, at
least the names of those who contributed to the building. The condition of subscription was that those who
were able should pay in money, and those who were destitute of that great luxury, and had nothing but muscle,
might discharge it in work:
John Railsback ........ . ........ . ...... .... $30 00,
George Dooley ...... .. . .... .. ... . .. ..... .. IS oo,
Thomas Lewallen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 oo,
Thomas HaJ!is. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . s oo,
John Garter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . • . 5 oo,
Samuel Kirsham. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 oo,
Robert Campbell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 oo,
Silas Dooley.... . .. ..... . .. ... . ... . . . . . . . IS oo,
John Streat.. .. ........ . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 2 oo,
Michael Niccum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 oo,
John Hill. .. .. .. ... . ... ...... .. .... ... . . .. 3 oo,
Littleberry Blackley. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 oo,
William Caster. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 oo.
Moses Dooley . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . • . . . . . . . . 3 oo,
James Harris. ..... .. ... ............. ..... . 2 oo,
James Harris, sr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 oo,
Sam Frame. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO oo,
Reuben Dooley .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 20 oo.
Moses Dooley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO oo.
William ldner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I oo,
John Wilson.. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. 1 oo,
John Hardy . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 oo.
Samuel Martin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ro oo.
Robert Rhea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 oo.
Thomas Dooley . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 oo,
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In the central and eastern portions of the township
there were no churches built at so early a day. But
Elder Benjamin Skinner, a minister of the Baptist church,
frequently held religious service at the dwelling house of
Armstead Huffman, and ministers of the Methodist
church often preached at the house of Margaret Stephens,
and sometimes at an old log school-house near by; and
ministers of the New Light or Christian denomination
frequently preached at the dwelling house of William
Sellers.
The second church built in the township was located
near Paint creek, in the southwest corner of the township by the Baptist denomination. · Under the guidance
of Elder Benjamin Skinner the church prospered, and
accessions to the church were made rapidly. Elder Skinner was a sdf educated man, and had fine natura~ qualifications for a revivalist, and succeeded in building up a
prosperous church.
The writer has been unable to get the date of the
building of this church, but from the best information attainable he believes it to have been built shortly prior to
1840.
Shortly after this the Methodists erected Salem church
in the same vicinity, which is still in use.
Antioch church, near the center of the township, was
built in 1 345 . The first trustees were Ebe Campbell,
Conrad Bloss, James McCabe, William Stephens and
William Jefferson. Jefferson is now the only survivor of
the board. There was a pretty strong and prosperous
church of the Methodist denomination maintained here
for a number of years, and regular services held by the
ministers in charge of the district, but since the large and
commodious church was erected at Eatort by the Methodist Episcopal denomination, Antioch has been abandoned.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
THE SAYLER FAMILY.
The Sayler homestead, located at the northwest cor' ner of section thirty·six, in Gasper township, a view of
which is herewith given, was purchased by Christian
Sayler in 1814. Christian Sayler was born of Swiss
parentage, in Maryland, in 1785. When he was twelve
years old, the father having died, the family moved to
Franklin county, Virginia, and remained there unbroken
till 18o6, when Christian, with his brother John, came
to Ohio and settled in Lanier township, on the east side
of Twin creek. In 1811 Christian married Mary Teal,
daughter of Samuel Teal, born in Frederick county,
Maryland, September 1 I, 1789. While yet in childhood, her father moved to Franklin county, Virginia,
and remained there until I8os, when he emigrated to
Ohio, and settled at the mouth of Aukerman's creek, on
1
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land previou!lly entered by relatives. At the time,
1857, died February I3, 1864; Adrian, born February
therefore, of tlie marriage of Christian and Mary, botl)
I3, 1861, died December 28, 1864.
Benjamin F. was a volunteer in company E, Eightywere well accustomed to the hardships of the forest and
first Ohio volunteer infantry, which entered the service
the toils of pioneer life. Three years after their marriage and two years after the birth of their oldest son,
in 1862. Benjamin remained in the service till the conAbraham, who is the principal subject of this sketch, the , federacy received its death blow at Appomattox. He
young couple purchased the farm, which is now known
was in General Logan's corps and was color bearer while
on Sherman's famous march to the sea. While in the
as the Sayler homestead, and began to battle against an
army he contracted inflammatory rheumatism, with
unbroken forest. The day time was occupied in the
clearing by the husband and at the wheel by the wife,
which he died. His widow, whose maiden name was
and night was made hideous by the horrid howl of
Mary Cosbey, is yet living.
In politics Abraham · Sayler was a Whig until the diswolves in the surrounding thickets.
The family of Christian·and Mary Sayler consisted of integration of that party, when he became a Republican,
nine children, four of whom are living-Abraham T.,
and since the war has supported the Democratic party.
In religion, he holds to the Universalist faith, but has
Elizabeth Shewman, Joseph, and Maria Allen. Chris·
never united himself with any religious society.
tian Sayler was a hard-working, through-going man, who,
with the assistance of his sons, improved the farm, and
Socially Mr. Sayler is very genial and hospitable. He
at the time of his death, in I852, left the family in good
makes his visitor feel perfectly comfortable and at home.
His whole life has been one of busy toil, and his accircumstances. After the death of her husband, Mrs.
cumulations are amply sufficient to support him during
Sayler made her home with Abraham, who purchased
declining years and start his children well on toward
the homestead. It is now pleasant to see this old lady,
the goal of wealth.
enfeebled by ninety-two years of toilsome life, sitting at
a window of her son's comfortable home, contemplating
with pleasure the changes which her eyes have seen and
her hands helped to bring about.
WILLIAM MORTON.
Abraham T., the oldest son of Christian and Mary
Sayler, and present owner of the homestead, a pictorial
A highly respected and substantial farmer of Gasper
sketch of which appears in this volume, was born March
township, is William Morton, the subject of this sketch.
5, I 8I 2. In early boyhood he became expert with the He is the thirteenth child of Benjamin and Hannah Morton, who were among the earliest settlers of the county,
axe, and was a valuable assistant in reducing the farm to
being natives of New Jersey. William was born on the
a state of cultivation. He never was strongly inclined
Morton homestead in Israel township, March 2, 1838.
to spdrts, as is proved by the fact that he never owned a
gun, although the howl of the wolf was yet heard, and
A complete and elaborate sketch of his parents will be
found in the biography of Hezekiah Morton, published
the extensive woodlands were filled with deer. Log
rollings were the fashionable parties of those days, and
elsewhere in this volume. Mr. Morton received the benifit of an education such as the common schools
Mr. Sayler says he once attended frolics of this kind
seventeen days in succession, except Sundays. There
of the time afforded.
When he was sixteen years
was a distillery on the farm, which Abraham assisted to
old his father died (June 7, I8.'i4), and William was left
operate. He was always closely attached to home, and
in care of the home. He began life for himself in r862,
when he purchased the farm of one hundred and sixtylike other young men of his time, knew what hard work
meant. He was married to Elizabeth Rinehart, third
seven acres on which he now resides. Being unmarried,
he lived with a tenant, and farmed the place, until 1873,
child of Abraham Rinehart, August I 2, I 838. She was
when the tenant left the premises, and Mr. Morton was
born May 25, 1817, her parents being among the early
settlers of the county. Mr. and Mrs. Sayler have had
left entirely alone. He continued to be his own housekeeper as well as his own_ farmer until May 21, 1874,
nine children, three of whom are living. Mary Magdawhen he quit bachelor life, and was married to Emma I.
lene, born February 8, I843, is married to N. S. Bennet,
and living in Camden; Minerva, born November 2,
Dooley, only daughter of Silas and Isabel (McCracken)
1847, is married to Patrick Guckain, ar.d living on a
Dooley. Emma was born June I, 1847. Her parents
farm in Gasper township, and MartinS., born July I9,
were pioneers of the county, and among the most highly
185o, is living on the homestead. He is married to ' respected citizens of the township.
Sarah A. Swihart, who was born June 26, 1857. MarThe family of William and Emma Morton· consists of
tin S. and Sarah have had three children: Charles A
one child, Janney Belle, born May 27, 1876.
and Hugh J., born January 8, I875, and Theodore,
1\-Ir. Morton is an energetic and thrifty farmer, who atborn March 2I, 1878. Charley A. died July 24, 1876.
tends closely and exclusively to his own affair~. His
The remaining children of Abraham and Elizabeth
home, a pictorial sketch of which appears on another page,
Sayler were: William H. Harrison, born May 27,
is comfortable, and his farm productive. He takes little
1840, died November 10, 1840; Benjamin F., born Ocpart in politics, and has never coveted official honors.
tober 24, 1845, is now dead; Fannie A'nn, born October
During the war he was a member of the home guards of
22, 1852, died January II, 1864; Selinna, born April I,
Ohio, and when Breckenridge made his-famous northern
1855, died March 1, 1856; Cicero, born February 3,
raid in 1864, Mr. Morton was called into the hundred
1
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DeWitt Clinton Stubbs, of Gratis tov.mship, is the fourth son of
and Mary Stubbs, and was born where his parents now live,
on the seventeenth day of October, in the year t838. He received
the rudiments of his education at the schools in West Elkton and its
vicinity, and his more advanced· instruction at Greenmount college,
Richmond, Indiana, and the Lebanon Nonnal school in Warren
county, Ohio. He then attended the Bryant and Stratton Commercial
college at Cleveland, Ohio, and after graduating from that institution,
returned to his home, and engaged for a time in teaching. This occupation, however, he followed only for a short time, giving it up to
take the management of his father's farm while he was in the Ohio
legislature in the sessions of r86o-61. This line of work, too, he was
destined to follow but for a brief period. He left the fann, as many
thousands of the young men of his time did, for the anny. Entering
the service as a private of the Eleventh regiment, Ohio volunteer infantry, he served until the close of the great struggle, and came back to
the quiet and peace of civil life, bearing an enviable reputation and the
rank of lieutenant colonel. He was successively promoted to the rank
of sergeant, sergeant major, captain and lieutenant colonel, receiving
his commission as the latter February 23, r865. The regiment to which
Colonel Stubbs belonged, was mustered out of service at Camp Dennison on the twenty-first of June, r864, with the exception of two companies of men whose time had not expired. These two companies and
the veterans of the regiment were officially recognized as the Eleventh
Ohio detachment, and assigned to Baird's division of the Fourteenth
corps. They were commanded by Colonel Stubbs, and did excellent
service during the remainder of the war, accompanying Shennan in his
splendid campaign, and marching from Atlanta to thes ea.
Upon returning home Colonel Stubbs engaged in the pursuit of agriculture upon the fine farm of two hundred and eighty acres, on which
he now resides, just east of the village of West Elkton. This calling
received his entire attention until he was called to public life, and its
duties imposed upon him. He had, ever since attaining his majority,

Jesse

been an active political worker, and intensely devoted to the principles
of the Republican party. He had worked merely from a desire for
the success of the great organization, which he believed to be the
champion of right, and ha,;ng no personal political ambition, sought
no preferment at the hands of the party in whose cause he had exerted
him..,Jf. · It was not through his seeking that he became, in rBn, the
nominee of the Republicans in Preble county for the legislature. He
had one hundred and thirty-five out of one hundred and sixty-eitht
votes in the county com·ention, and was elected by a majority of one
hundred and sixteen in this then very close county. The estimation in
which he was held where best known is effectively evidenced by the fact
that in Gratis township, which gave the Republican State ticket in
1877 only forty-seven votes more than the Democratic, Colonel Stubbs·
had a majority of one hundred and forty-four. Mr. Stubbs was reelected after serving two years, and is Preble county's present representative, his tenn expiring with the term of r881. In his second election he had a majority in the county of three hundred and sixty-two,
and in his own township, as in the first election, ran far ahead of the
State ticket. During his two terms' service as representative, Colonel
Stubbs has been a member of the committee on public buildings and
land, on agriculture and on public works-of the latter chairman. He
is perhaps most widely and well known as the man through whose instrumentality the notorious O'Conner was exposed to the people, who,
ignorant of his antecedents, had elected him to a seat in the legislature.
Colonl"l Stubbs has represented his county with the best of credit to
himself and the satisfaction of his constituents. His substantial ability,
capacity for hard work and his shrewd practical judgment, together
with his C!'lrnestness of purpose and conscientious adherence to his convictions while fitting him for the duties of public life, also made him
eminently worthy of its honors.
Mr. Stubbs was married Dectomber 1, r869, to Samantha, daughter
of John and Charlotte Hankins, of Fayette county, Ohio, who was born
October 31, r8J8. They have two children, Lenora and Harriet.
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days' service, and placed on guard duty at Washington.
Mr. Morton is a Republican, but holds liberal views, in
both matters of politics and religion. He is known in

the community as an industrious unostentatious farmer,
who enjoys, in a quiet way, the prosperity which successive years are accumulating.

--------------------------------

GRATIS.

'
PHYSICAL FEATURES.

The chief crops grown are the same as those of the
other townships in this county. Corn is more extensiveGratis township lies in the southeastern corner of the
county. In the congressional surveys it is designated
ly grown than the other grains. Wheat raising, also, re"township four, of range three." On the north it is
ceives a large share of attention. The culture of tobacco
bounded by Lanier township, to the east and south lie
is yet in its infancy in this part of the country. The
Montgomery and Butler counties, and on the western
greater amount of labor required compared with that expended on other crops is an impediment to any extensive
boundary lies Somers township.
In appearance the township is varied. It has none of , cultivation of this plant. This branch of agriculture is,
those long reaches of level country met with in so many
however, occupying a considerable degree of attention,
of the other townships, until you approach the southern
and while the quantity is still small, the quality is in no
boundary, where, stretching out into Butler county, there
way inferior to that raised in what may be styled, more
is quite an extensive plain, embracing several thousands of ' strictly, the tobacco-growing country. The soil and
acres. By far the greater part of the township is hilly.
climate seem admirably adapted for its culture, and the
Numerous streams, some of considerable size, flow
day approaches wher it will be classed among the chief
through this part of the county, and along their banks
productions of the township. At present a small patch
is found a limited amount of fine bottom land. In most
of from one to six acres is all that is grown on one farm,
cases, however, the hills rise from the very banks. These
and even this amount is found to p:~.y handsomely for the
hill-sides are not, by any means, covered with inf::!rior
labor expended.
soil, but show, in e\·ery direction, tht'ir capability for
There are no streams of any size in the township.
richly repaying the efforts of the husbandman. BorderThe country is well watered but it is by small branches
ing, as it does, on the edge of the Miami va!ley, Gratis
that flow through in large numbers. None of the streams
partakes largely of the characteristics of that region, and,
which pa!?S through the other townships do more than
at an early day, attracted the attention of the pioneer
touch Gratis. Twin creek, on the northeast, enters sections one and two; on the south, Elk creek passes
settler.
The soil, like that of the rest of the county, is of a
through the southern parts of sections thirty-five and
clayey nature, with an underlying sub-soil of limestone,
thirty-six, and, again, in the north, a small creek called Aukerman's branch, ior a short distance, enters secexcept in the bottoms, where a rich loam is found. The
forests at the present day are covered with a heavy
tions three and four, but the body of the township is ungrowth of beech and sugar maple. These are, however,
touched. The existence of a water-shed across the
middle of the township is doubtless the occasion of this
far more numerous now than when the country was first
settled. At that time the principal growth was poplar,
avoidance by the waters. From the very northern and
with a large intersprinkling of walnut. These latter
southern boundaries the land ascends until it reaches its
highest point in a ridge of land extending nearly due
have now almost entirely disappeared and given place to
east and west across the township-about a mile north of
the present varieties. About twenty per cent. of the
West Elkton-and from this point the waters flow north
township is covered with timber, the rest is under an adto Aukerman's branch, or south to Elk creek. Although
vanced system of cultivation. The buildings show by
these larger bodies of water do not do more than touch
their size and careful attention, the healthy and progresthe township, they, nevertheless, are, at these points, assive ideas of their owners. No mere bare subsistence
sociated with the earliest events of the county. It wa'
contents them. Their lands are made to yield their utat these points that John Leslie in the south, and Hezemost, and, in consequence, these farmers are the wealthikiah Phillips in the north, entered the county and made
est class in the township. Owing to the fact that many
the first entries of land, and here the first settlements of
of them belong to the societies of Friends and German
any size were made.
Baptists, both of whom discourage extensive display, they
Gratis township is so unfortunate as to possess no good
are enabled to lay up a large portion of their earnings
means of transportation. There are no railroads in the
and are now the moneyed class of the county.
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township, nor have the people any prospects at present
of ever getting any. Their nearest railroad station is at
Camden, Somers township, a distance of some four or
five miles. They are fortunate in the possession of good
roads, extending in every direction, and connecting the
chief points within the township with each other and
with the outside world. Most of these roads are free
pikes. One, however, passing southeast through Winchester to Middletown is a toll pike. A few years ago,
the pike from Winchester to West Elkton was also a toll
pike, but it has since been made a free thoroughfare.
There are three towns in this township. Two, Winchester and West Elkton, are regularly incorporated
towns, and are places of considerable importance. The
third is Greenbush, a small collection of houses clustering at a crossroads, and supplied with a saw-mill, post
office and a few shop.> of no great importance.
THE ORIGIN OF THE

NA~fE

is a matter of dispute as to the particulars, although
there is the same idea in each way of explaining it.
Some relate that at the first election of officers. the
finances of the new township were in such an unsatisfactory condition that the first officers volunteered to
serve without pay, offering their time and services gratuitously, and that the name arose from that proposal.
The objection to this explanation is that it makes the
name to have been given some time after the organization
of the township, and also to have been given by the citizens of the township, whereas it was the custom for the
county commissioners to name the township at the time
of organization. To our mind, the following explanation seems, of the two, to be the more worthy of credence:
Owing to the fact that the most of the settlers at an early
day were located in the extreme sounthern part of the
township, it was troublesome te have to go to the elections in the northern part of the then existing township,
which bore the name of Lanier, which was of much
greater extent than at present. In consideration of this,
a party of Friends went in a body to the county commissioners and petitioned that a new township be made
in the southeastern part of the county. The commissioner~, thinking the number of settlers in the territory
which would be embraced by the new township to be too
few to justify their granting this petition, refused to give
it their consent. Before leaving, the Friends determined
to make one last effort. Samuel Stubbs, who was the
spokesman of the party, went over the former arguments,
and at the close remarked that he not only thought
that they were justified in their petition for a new township, but that he even thought that it should be granted
them gratis. His arguments carried his point, and the
clerk of the board, 1\lr. A. .C. Lanier, not only advised
the granting of the township, but also that it should be
called Gratis. His advice was followed, and the Friends
went home victorious.
SETTLEMENT.

The first settlement in the county was made in this
township in section thirty-six, by John Leslie, who entered land as early as 18o2. Leslie and a man by the

name of Long entered the section together, Leslie taking
the south half and Long the north half. Leslie emigrated from Pennsylvania with his family, consisting of
his wife, five sons and three daughters. The sons were
Davis, Joseph, John, Stephen and Reese. Long had
no family.
The next to enter after Wesley and Long was Alexander Pugh, who entered five quarter sections in the
eastern part of the township. The most of his land lay
in section thirteen. He made the first settlement in
what is called Pleasant valley. He c.ame from Georgia
with three thousand dollars, and bought his land and
paid for it at time of purchase. The most of the settlers
who entered lands took them with the privilege of paying for them in yearly installments. The lands were
generally sold to the settlers for about two dollars and
fifty cents per acre, they agreeing to pay about eighty
dollars a year. At the time of his arrival Mr. Pugh
was consideJed the wealthiest man in the settlement.
Soon after Leslie's arrival William Swisher came from
Kentucky and settled section one. He built on the
north side of Twin creek. He was originally from
Pennsylvania, but moved to Kentucky, where he stayed
two years before moving to Ohio.
About the same time Hezekiah Phillips came into the
and settled in the northsettlement from
ern part of the township. Rebecca Phillips is said to
be the first female white child born in the county.
The southern part of the township was settled hy a
large colony of Friends, who came from the Carolinas
and Georgia. The families of Stubbs Jones and Maddocks formed a large p!irt of the number. They were
originally from Pennsylvania. From there they moved
to North and South Carolina, and from these latter
States to Georgia. Their opposition to slavery caused
their emigration to the north and northwest. They
came in large numbers to Ohio, and a great many settled in Gratis township. The ancestor of the Stubbs
had gone from Pennsylvania to keep in sight arid sound
of his lady love, Miss Ester Maddock. He saw Gen ·
era\ Braddock when undertaking his disastrous march
against the combined forces of French and Indians.
As many as thirteen brothers of his naoe came to Ohio
together, and of these, twelve settled within thirty miles
of each other, in the southern part of Gratis township
and the northern part of Butler county. The Stubbs
are a remarkably long lived family, their average ag~ approaching eighty years. There is in the possession of
Mr. Jesse Stubbs, of West Elkton, a record of events
which he has kept for over forty years.
George Kelley settled in Gratis township, and was
among the earliest settlers in the county. He came
from Virginia, where he was born in 1782. His wife,
Elizabeth (Harrell), was born in Kentucky in 1787.
They removed finally to Sullivan county, Indiana, where
they both died; he in 1868, and she in 187 5· James
Kelley, son of George Kelley, was born in Gratis township in 1811, December 8th, and was married, in 1838,
to Hannah Goodlander, and has had a family of fifteen
children, eleven of whom are living.

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.
Some of the other early settlers were John Cypole and
Levi Kinman, who came from Georgia in the fall of
1804, and settled in Gratis; Abraham Neff, who settled
on Twin, and built the first saw and grist-mill ; the two
Gifts, Nicholas and Jacob, who settled on section three,
and were afterwards among the four proprietors of the
town of Winchester; Abraham Wimmer, from Virginia;
Daniel Boone, from Kentucky, a relative of the noted
pioneer, and who settled on section eleven; William
Hixon, from Georgia; and Abner Hall and nephew,
Adam, of North Carolina. The above all came before
1809.
John Brown was born about 1795, in Georgia, from
which State he emigrated to Ohio, and settled in Gratis
township in 1804. His father, Richard, entered a threequarter section, one hundred and twenty-seven acres of
which is now in the possession of his grandson, Joseph
Brown. He paid a dollar and fifty cents per acre for
the land. John Brown's wife was Mary, daughter of
Jonas Randall, who died in 1867. They had seven
children born to them: Jonas, (deceased); Sarah, (deceased); John R, residing in Iowa; Jonathan, in Kansas; Richard, (deceased); Joseph and Rebecca, (de
ceased). Joseph Brown was married three times. By
his first wife, Elizabeth Stanley, he had two children
(both deceased). His second wife, Mary Hasley, who
died of small-pox in I 87 5, left two children: Ellie and
Milo A. His third wife is Maria Stubbs. They have
had one child, Samuel (deceased). Mr. Brown has been
a director on the school board for twenty-four years.
John Brown and Mary Randall moved into their log
hut the day after their marriage, carrying their effects
upon a horse. At the time they moved in there was no
floor to their dwelling. The house was finished after
they had moved in.
Jerid, son of Alexander Pugh, was born in the year
1809. His father moved to Gratis in 1805. He married
Catharine Barbara Schwartzwelder, who is still living.
They had six children born to them, namely: Hannah,
wife of Samuel Harris; John, who married Eliza Ann
Gifford; William, who married Ellen Smith; Alexander;
Ellen, wife of James Burnett; and Wesley (deceased).
John Pugh has three children now living: Hiram C.,
Charles Wesley, and Samuel J. Mr. Pugh has a farm of
about one hundred and twenty-nine acres, all in a fine
state of improvement. He has also been a member of
the township board of education, but holds no office at
present
Daniel Chrisman emigrated from Rowan county, North
Carolina, in I8o3, stopping until August, 1805, in Warren county. In that year coming to Preble county he
settled in section eleven, of Gratis township. By his
wife, Mary Ozias, he had five children, four of whom are
living, three of whom are in this county. John, the only
one in Gratis township, married Susannah Hall (deceased).
He is about the last of the early settlers, and is one of
the largest land holders in Preble county.
Lewis Chrisman, son of Jacob Chrisman, was born in
1801. He married Sarah Harshman, by whom he had
eight children, three of whom are still living, viz: F. M.,

Sarah Ann, and Peter; the last two arc living in Indiana.
Lewis Chrisman died in 1854, and his wife in I872.
F. M. Chrisman was born in Preble county, on the old
homestead, in the year 1833, and in I857, married Esther
Russell, daughter of John R. Russell. He has had six
children, all of whom are living. His farm contains
three hundred and sixty-eight acres. Rev. Jacob Chrisman, the grandfather of John and Daniel, was the first
minister of the German Reformed church who crossed
the Ohio river.
Benjamin Fall came into Ohio from North Carolina,
and settled in Gratis township. His father, Christian,
was one of the first men in the county; he came in
I8o5. His wife was Mary Leslie, who died about 1864.
They had four children: Hannah, wife of Joseph Haldeman; Mary Ann, wife of Daniel Snyder; Josiah, who
married Susan Smith; and Elizabeth, wife of Oscar
Morris. Mrs. Daniel Snyder had six children: Susannah,
Benjamin, Samuel, Alice, Margaret, and Libbie. ·
Samuel Stubbs was born in Georgia in I766, from
which State he emigrated to Ohio, and in I8o5 settled on
section twenty-nine of Gratis township. He died while
on a visit to Indiana in I846. His wife, Mary Jones,
was born in Georgia in 177 I, and died in Gratis in 1843.
She was a descendant, in the third generation, from Sir
Isaac Newton. Sir Isaac's sister Rachel married a Francis Jones.
Mr. and Mrs. Stubbs had ten children: Rebecca,
William, Tabitha, Newton, Martha, Sarah Ann, Nathan,
Rachel, and Jesse Stubbs. Jesse Stubbs married Mary
Jones, and has had nine children, six of whom are living. Mr. Stubbs now resides in the spot where he was
born, and is seventy-one years old.
Jonas Randall came to Preble county and settled in
Gratis township in 1805. He was born in South Carolina December, 1766. He married Sarah Roberts, who
was a native of the same State, born May, I 766. They
had nine children, all of whom grew up and raised families, but none are now living. Jonas Randall died in
Gratis in 1852, and his wife in I855· He was a prosperous farmer, owning one thousand acres of land. He
gave each of his children a farm.
He was a member of Friends' church, and was a useful citizen. John Randal~ his son, was born in South
Carolina, in July, 1790, and was married in 1811, to
Elizabeth Conarroe, who was born in Philadelphia, in
1795· They have had nine children, of whom six are
living, viz: William C., in Monroe township; Mrs. John
Lee in Jefferson; Mrs. Isaac Julian, in Illinois; Mrs.
Isaac Wright, in Indiana; Andrew C., in Illinois, and
Mrs. John Small, in Kansas. William C. ;,as born in
18I6, and has been married four times. He was appointed, in 1837, ensign in the State militia, under Governor Vance, and was afterward made lieutenant, which
commission he held four years.
Thomas Stubbs was born in Georgia in the year I 770.
From Georgia he emigrated to Ohio, and in the year
1805 he settled in Gratis township. Like a good many
of the emigrants from the south, he was obliged to leave
on account of his anti-slavery views. His wife was
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Mary, daughter ·of Charles Hobson.
They had ten
children born to them: Elisha, Arah, Charles (deceased),
John H ., Keziah, Lydia, Rebecca, Sarah (deceased), and
Lorenzo. The latter, born in 1818, married Sarah !\laddock, and has had five children, three of whom survive.
Mr. Stubbs has a farm of one hundred and eighty acres.
This farm was given him by John Overpeck, as a recognition of a kindness done him by Lorenzo Stubbs. During an illness of Mr. Overpeck's his own children deserted
him and left him to Mr. Stubbs' sole care. At Mr. Overpeck's death, at the age of eighty-two years, he left his
farm to Mr. Stubbs.
John H. Stubbs, son of Thomas Stubbs, was born in
Butler county in I 8os. His father moved from Pennsylvania to North Carolina, from there to Georgia, and
finally to Ohio. The first wife of J. H. Stubbs, who
was Margaret E. Hart, died in I84o. They had ten
children: Levi, Zimri, Aaron, Thomas, Isaac, Lydia,
Ira, Esta, Elizabeth, and Sarah. His second wife was
Lydia M. Eccles, by whom he had eight children :
Enoch, Emma, Ezra, Harriet, Eli, Allison B., George
H., and Katie.
Levi Stubbs married Mary Thomozin Thayer. By her
he had nine children: John E., Lewis E., Ira S., Charles
Z., Walter I., Luella, Aaron A., Lizzie Ann, ::nd Sarah
Margaret. Ira Stubbs, married Rebecca J . Swain. Nine
children were born him, viz: Ollie, Charles S., Russel F.,
Curtis A, Mary L., Lurton H ., Frank C., Orion J., and
Helen B. Mr. Stubbs has a farm of forty-four acres.
He is a merchant in West Elkton.
John Riner was born near Martinsburgh, Virginia,
about I 780. From Virginia he moved to Ohio, and settled in Gratis in the year I8os. He died in Gratis on
section fourteen, in 1840. His first wife was a Huffman,
of Virginia, by whom he had two children: Sarah and
·Catharine. His second wife was Mary Osborn, of Sheppardsburgh, Virginia. She died in the year I873, at the
age of eighty-three. John and Mary Riner had seven
children, four of whom are now living: Julia Ann,
Henry, J. Welsey and Rebecca. Henry Riner married
Elizabeth, daughter of John Chrisman. They have
three children of their own : Susan, John and Charles,
and two adopted ones-Thomas and Mattie.
Simeon Loop was born in Pennsylvania, from which
State he moved to Ohio. He died in Gratis township
about I846. His wife, Catharine E., is also dead. :Mr.
Loop owned a farm of seventy-six acres. Five children
were born him: Susanna, Jacob, Mary Ann, Sarah and
Lewis C. The latter married Eliza Jane, daughter of
George Long. They have had two children : Mary Ellen
and Sadie (deceased). Mr. Lewis Loop was born in
I83o, and is still living on the farm owned by his father.
In the year I8os Jesse Kenworthy, sr., came to Ohio,
and settled on section thirty-two of Gratis township,
where he died in I858. He moved from North Carolina
to South Carolina, where he married Rachel Cook, a
native of that State. She was the daughter of Eli Cook,
who settled in I 8os, on the s:11ne section as Kenworthy.
This colony came overland to Ohio, driving their own
teams, and making the best arrangem~:nts possible until

they could build their cabins. Jesse and Rachel Kenworthy had a ·family of five children, viz : William, who
married for his first wife, Alice Ballard, and for his second,
Ann Townsend; John, who married Lydia Jones; Mary,
who married first David Branson, and second, Daniel H.
Moon; Sally (deceased), and Jesse, jr. The latter married
Mary Langston, and has five children: John R., Susan
K., Rachel, Zimri and Alvin L. Mr. Jesse Kenworthy,
jr., was born in the year I8q, and has lived all his life
on the farm where he now resides. He first started on
his father's farm which had been willed him. He made
additions to this from time to time until he is now the
owner of seven hundred and forty-six acres in Ohio, besides three hundred and sixty acres in Illinois. He has
made a specialty of stock raising, particularly the raising
of hogs, raising from three to four hundred of the latter
a year. His son, Zimri, married Ann E. Lynn. They
have had two children: Francis Elmer and Frank E.,
both of whom _are deceased.
Daniel Kenworthy is one of ten children. He has
been married twice-first to Mary Roberts, and then
after her death, to Mary J. Lane. He has had four
children. Mr. Kenworthy is a member of the board of
education of his township, and also a director of the
Preble County Agricultural association. He has a farm
of one hundred acres.
William Gifford moved to Ohio from North Carolina
about I 8os, and settled in Gratis township. He was born
111 I 77 3, and died in I 8 I 3·
His son, Jesse Gifford, was
born in Gratis township in the year I8IZ. His wife,
Bethena Rix, was born in I 8 I 3· They had six children:
Anuel, Susanna, Eliza, Henry, Hannah and _Linley. Mr
Gifford owns seventy-five acres in Preble county.
Anuel Gifford married first Sarah Korres, by whorn he
had six children. After her decease he married Ellie
Owens, and has had one child by this union. Mr. Gifford has been school director for four years, and for
several years a member of the board of education. He
is part proprietor of a saw-mill.
Nathan Maddock was born in Georgia, in the year
1777· In the spring of I8os his father, Samuel Maddock, moved from Georgia with a colony of about fifty
persons, composed mostly of representatives of the Stubbs
and Jones families. The latter of these families is now
not represented in this part of the county. Samuel Maddock brought with him his two sons, Nathan and Francis,
and his daughter Elean.:>r. He settled on section thirtytwo of Gratis township. Nathan married Sarah Fouts,
of North Carolina. Four children were born to tht:mJoseph, Johri, Henry, who married Phebe Brown, and
Rachel, who married Riley Davis (deceased). After
he death of Mrs. Maddock, which occurred in I8IS,
Nathan married Martha Mendenhall, by whom he had
one child, Samuel, who married Martha Cook.
Joseph Maddock married Mary Stubbs. Three children have been born to them, two of whom, Nathan and
Martha Ann, are still living. . Henry Maddock is living
in Lee county, Iowa, and Samuel in Henry county, Iowa.
John Maddock and his wife Martha (Stubbs) had six
children, two of whom died in infancy. Mr. Maddock
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ship, May 9· r821. H e spent the first years of his life doing farm work.
Although distinct tracL'S of the ancestral line of the Prugh family arc
The county being new and work pressing, his educational advantages
lost to history ere it is retraced through the eightL-enth century, it
were limited. However, native talent and perseverance made of him
is undoubtedly the fact that the family tree first took root in the soil of
an exceptionally intelligent man. This hard, earnest intelligence ever
Germany. Tradition has not handed down the name of the first of the
guiding e\'ery outlay of strength, has won for him true success.
family who left his native land and settled in this country. However,
In 1840 he left the farm and worked for two years and four months at
it is known that Conrad Prugh, the grandfather of Daniel (;, Prugh , 1
the blacksmith trade, but disliking the business, he returned to the
lived in Frederick county, Maryland during the stirring struggle for
home place and became sole manager of hts father's farm on the followNational independence. He died in the year 18o5, leaving behind him
ing conditions, viz. : That he pay the taxes; provide for every want
a family of sixteen children , equally divided as to sex. Soon after the
of the family; and ad,·ance annually to his father twenty dollars for
death of their father most of the children emigrated to Ohio, and setchurch purposes. He profited by this arrangement for three years, and
tled principally in Montgomery county, about fi,·e miles south of Dayon the seventh of August , 1845. was married to Sarah S"'ihart, by whom
ton.
he had four children. Of these the two girls died in infancy. Reuben
Confining this sketch to the family of one of this large circle of relaCassius, the oldest son , was born June 27, 1847• and Albert Clayton,
tives, it is found that Peter Prugh, the father of Dan iel G. Prugh, was
born in Frederick county, :\laryland, near Westminster, Fehruary 12, : the second son, was born July, 30, 1849. These sons are now in Kansas, where they are prospering in the stoek trade. Reuben went in the
1784- The first years of vigorous youth were spent on the farm and in
fall of 1879, and his brother followed him in the following spring.
the milling business. But he soon found that the running of mills was
Mr. Prugh's irst wife died May 2, 1854, and he w-as again married
less adapted to his taste than the building thereof, and the strong
mechanical genius which has e,·er been characteristic of the Pntgh ' :'llovemher 29, 1855, to Anna Swihart, of Montgomery county . Mr.
and Mrs. Prugh have one son, Charles Lyman, born March I, 1857,
family com·erted the miller into the millwright. In or about the year
who, in the fall of r8Bo, went to 1\liddletown, where he is now engaged
1811, he emigrated to Ohio, and came to Preble county, in section
four of Gratis township, where he purchased one hundred and thirteen ' in the hardware business
In 1849 Mr. Prugh bought the home place.
He now owns in all
acres of land at seven dollars per acre, to which farm he afterwards adthree hundred and sixteen acres, two hundred and sixty adjoining his
ded forty-three acres. Although farming was his chief occupation, he
residence, and fifty-six acres in section two. After selling the place his
frequently turned aside to indulge in his favorite mechanical purfather removed to W inchester, but disliking town life, spent his last
suit, He helped to construct various gnst- and saw-mills in the coundays on a farm just west of Winchester, near the residence of his son.
ties of Preble, Montgomery, and Greene. His farm , however, occuThe latter continued to live in the old house until the year 1874, when
pied much of his attention. The nath·e forest, with its heavy underhe erected his present commodious residence at an expense of three
growth, was to be cleared ere he could expect to reap revenue from his
thousand five hundred dollars. The L'lrge bam was erected in 1867 at
investment. Realizing that it is not good for man to be alone, he
a cash outlay of about one thousand eight hundred dollars. For twelve
early sought a helpmeet in the person of Miss Elit.'lbeth Gentis, a
years, between the years r854~. 1\lr. Prugh served as township trustee.
daughter of Daniel Gcntis, of Clarke county, who emigrated from
In 186c} he was elected county commissioner, which offke he held for
Germany at an L>arly day. The young couple commenced house keeptwo consecutive terms of three years each. He has served the people
ing in a log house which Mr. Prugh had erected near where his son's
in other capacities, as a member of the _Preble County Agricultural
residence now stands. This house was supplanted in 1825 by a comboard, road commissioner, and other minor offices. He is the oldest
fortable brick, which with its accompanying farm buildings, which
road commissioner in Preble county.
stood until after the death of the old people when the buildings gave
In political life Mr. Prugh has always been an active Republican,
way to the handsome residence and harn of their son.
and to his certain knowledge none ofthe name has ever been under any
Peter Prugh's wife died November 12, 1845, and he followed her to
other political banner.
the tomb March 23, 1859. He was an active member of the Methodist
Episcopal church, and it was through his efforts that the church at WinThough not a member of the church, he has always liberally conchester was founded.
He furnished much of the material and helped
tributed for the erection of churches, not confining his benefactions to
construct the building: The Prugh family consisted of fourteen chilany particular denomination. He has always honored the Christian
dren, ten boys and four girls, all of whom lived to be men and women.
religion. He has spent the most of his life on his present farm , which
Two brothers and one sister are deceased. Of this large family Daniel
is well improved. Surrounded by hosts of friends, the memory of a
G. Prugh, the fourth son and fourth child, was horn in (;ratis townlife well spent and the record of many good deeds is most pleasant.
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was born in Gratis township, Preble coumy, Ohio, .\pril 10, 1813. 1 most together died Mr. and 1\·l rs. Gifford, Ica•·ing a family of six
Deprived of his parent~ · before he was a year old, he has only a general
young children, the eldest of whom was not more than fifteen years of
knowledge concerning the beginnings of the Gifford family. Howage. The children were cared for by their maternal relatives, and Jesse,
ever, it is known that prior to the Revolutionary war, his grandfather
then but six months old, was left without a home. He was taken from
Gifford re&ided in Pennsyh·ania, and th(lt in this State his father, Willplace to place, never remaining at ont> house more than three months
iam Gifford, was born not far from the year 1770. Belonging to the
at a time. For about thr"" years the kind-hearted matrons of th.,
sor.iety of Friends and being a man of peace, during the first mutterneighborhood cared for the motherless child. At the expiration of this
ings of the impending war clouds the elder Mr. Gifford with his family
time his uncle and aunt, William and Mary Cox, emigrated from
joined a company of Friends, who were about to retire from PennsylvaNorth Carolina, and while en route for a new home in Indiana, stopped
nia to the more peaceful territory of North Carolina. Among these
to see their old friends in Preble county. Having no children of their
emigrants were members of the Stubbs, Jones and other families, who
own they adopted Jesse, and proceeded on their journey, making a
afterward heal me identified with the Elkton settlement. The colonists 1 settlement in Wayne county, ncar Richmonrl, Indiana.
settled in Guilford county, North Carolina. While here, William Gif- ·
The little boy, when he became of proper age. was allowed to go to
ford was married to Keziah Jones, daughter of William Jones, one of
school about two days out of the week during the brief winter season ;
the emigrants from Pennsylvania. The people being thrifty, prosbut during most of the time he had to stay at hom" and work. The
pered in the South, but fearing the evil influences of slavery, which they
school-house in which he received his limited education was ol the true
bitterly opposed, and hearing of a richer agricultural territory in the
pioneer type, built of round logs, wnh dirt floor, stick and clay chimnew State of Ohio, quite a large company forthwith emigrated to this
ney, and huge fire-place extending across one end of the room. The
State and finally settled in Preble county. Induced by the glowing
light was admitted through windows made by taking out a section of
representations of his wife's brother, George Jones, William Gifford
log on either side of the room, and covering the aperture with greased
decided to move to Ohio, and in company with several of his brothersnewspaper.
in-law with their families, started for Preble county. The toilsome !
Mr. Gofford was accustomed to go to market to Richmond on horsejourney was made by wagon, and the little company was several weeks
back. His load consisted generally of six chickens, a wallet filled with
on the way.
cueumbers, and a little bucket of butter. He got six and a fourth
About the year 18o5 they came to this county, and made a stop in the
cents apiece for his chickens, the same price for a pound of butter, and
vicinity of what is now 'West Elkton. William Gifford entered a quarthree cents per do1.en for cucumbers. Richmond at that time consisted
ter section of land about one-half mile east of this place. All was for- 1 of one little store, and hat, shoe and blacksmith shop, and a few dwelest, and there was no roof ready to shelter them save the overhanging
lings.
boughs of the nath·e forest. For some time the family lived in a canWhen i\·1r. Gifford was so"·entcen years of age, his brothers, feeling
\'aS tent, in which they had camped out every night since leaving their ' an interest in his welfare, urged him to come: back to Preble county to
southern home. All joined together and rolled logs for the construcattend to the securing of his little patrimony. Taking their advice, he
tion of one another's cabins. Mr. and Mrs. Gifford were finally enforthwith left, although his aunt and uncle opposed his going, and
sconced in their new home, a rude, round-log cabin, with chinks
forbade his return if he went. He came to this county carrying only
the clothes on his back, and worked out by the month in the vicinity of
daubed with mud, a stick and clay chimney belching forth the flames
from the huge fire-place beneath. Mr. Gifford was a cooper by trade,
Elkton. From the time of his arrival until twenty-one years of age, h..
and he did all the coopering for the neighborhood, thus making enough
managed, hy rigid economy, to lay by one hundred and seventy-five
dollars in cash, hesides being the owner of a good team.
money to support his family . This work in addition to the arduous
work of a new farm kept him very busy. By the fall of 1813 he had
Having thus secured the basis of a start in life. from a financial
succeeded in clearing about forty acres, and was beginning in a mens·
standpoint, he thought to improve his domestic condition by taking a
ure to make his family more comfortable, when both he and his wife
wife, and was accordingly married to Bethena Ricks, the daughter of
fell fatally smitten with the "cold plague," which brought such woe to
Thomas and Eli1.abeth Ricks, who emigrated ·from Guilford county,
the settlers t n that neighborhood . The plague baffled the skill of the
North Carolina, in 183o. She was born January 30, IBIJ. Soon after
their arrival in Preble county, Mr. Ricks died very suddenly, leaving a
physicians of that day, the patient being seized with a terrible feeling
family of four children unpro,·ided for. They had been used to every
of coldness and thus faliing into the icy embrace of death. Thus al-

comfort, and, althc>ugh it was very hard, the older ones were obliged to
ent residence, nerth of Elkton, he has been unable to work regularly
seek employment whereby to make their living. Bethena, recognizing
and has rented his farm. He has been paying considerable attention
that skilled labor was most liberally remunerated, learned the tailor
to the raising of stock, having at one time dealt extensively in hogs.
trade. and worked at it in the vicinity of West Elkton. and did so for a
During the past few years he has made sheep raising a specialty.
To Mr. and Mrs. Gifford have been born three boys and three girls,
time after her marriage.
After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Gifford, which occurred October ' all of whom are lil'ing, five residing in this county. Their elde!>t son,
18, 1834, the young couple ~uled on land about two miles east of , Anuel. married Sar.th Koontz, and after her death married Ellen
Elkton . They lived here put a short time when Mr. Gifford sold the ' Owens, and has seven children. They reside in Greenbrush. Susanplace, and for a few years rented land, in the meantime buying a farm
nah ma rried Elihu Stubbs, of Somers township, and is the mother of
in Indiana. He afterwards sold this and bought a farm of seventy-five
three <.:hildren. Eliza A. is the wife of John Pugh, of Gratis township.
acres, adjoining on the east the first farm he ever owned. Aftt"r living
They also ha'e thrt-e chtldren. Henry R .. living a little west of Elk·
on this sc\·enty-five acre farm for about five years, he purchased one
ton. marrit·d Deborah Gecding, by whom he is the father of four chilhundred and twenty-three acres of land. located about one mile north
dren. Hannah, the wife of John Bennett, has three children, andre·
of the last farm. He lived on this place for about ten years, and sixside, in Wayn., cvunty, Indiana. Lindlq A. married Sarah A. Ross.
and lives ju>t south of his father. He has three children.
teen years ago Mr. Gifford bought his present farm of seventy-five
Mr. and ~Irs. Giflord have been fortunate in raising their famil).
acres, and removed to his present residence on the day of Lincoln's
second election to the Presidency. He now owns, ht!sides this farm,
not having had a death. Both Mr. and ~1rs. Gifford ha,·e long~~~
ninety acres of land in \\'ayne county, Indiana, about five miles north
faithful members of the Friends church at \Vest Elkton.
of Richmond, which f.trm is now occnpied by his son-in-law, John
The Giflords have been first old line 'Whigs and then staunch Repulr
Bennett. Mr. Giff01d now Ji,·es on the half of the quarter that in early
Jicans. :'vir. Uiflord has won the esteem of his fellow citizens by hi,
times was said to be not worth entering. and it was prophesied that it
genial manners and fair dealings, and now in his old age he Ih·es secur~
would never l>e worth the taxes paid on it. It was thought to be too
and happy in the midst of friends who honor him.
Mr. Gifford's father and mother left six children at their death, of
wet to be culth·ated. It now produces as much corn and grass as any
hrm in th<" whole neighborhood, and is not much behind in the prowhom Jesse was the youngest. :-.iathan died on the old homestead in
duct ion of wheat. Since he moved to the farm he has improved the
Preble county, as did Henry; Andrew is living on Elkhorn, just east of
soil grc·atly by ditching. He hns several times refused seventy-five
Richmond. William died near the old homest<"ad. Hannah married
Jonathan Dix-both deceased.
dollars per acre for the place. Owing to the effects of a severe attack
of typhoid fe,·er. which prostrated him just hefore moving to his pres-
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worked at his trade as carpenter for twenty years, after
which he became a farmer, and now owns a fine farm of
one hundred and sixty acres.
The Maddocks came
from England early in the eighteenth century, and settled in Pennsylvania. From there they moved to North
Carolina, and from there to Georgia. They were amongst
the earliest settlers of the latter State, where members of
their family have held important offices.
John Stubbs came with his father, Joseph Stubbs, to
Ohio in the year 1805, and settled on section thirty-four,
of Gratis township. John Stubbs was born in Georgia
in the year 1801. His wife, Eleanor Taylor, who was
born in New Jersey, in 1809, is still living. Mr. John
Stubbs died in Gratis in 1864.
Eleven children were
born to them, five of whom survive.
Mariah married
Joseph Brown; Joseph married Esther Cooper; Keziah
married Isaa<; Com1nons; John F. married Rachel Kenworthy, and Samuel A., born in 1849, married Lydia Ann
Stupbs, daughter of Zimri Stubbs, of Preble county.
They have one child, Mabel. Mr. S. A. Stubbs is engaged in the general merchandise business in West
Elkton. He belongs to the society of Friends.
John F. and Rachel Stubbs have two children, Naomi
and Charles. Joseph Stubbs and wife, Esther Cooper,
daughter of William Cooper, of Butler county, have two
children, William Cooper and Sarah Elizabeth.
Mr. Joseph Stubbs is living on the old homestead,
which his grandfather entered when he first settled in
Preble county.
Milton Stubbs is the son of Nathan and Ann (Mendenhall) Stubbs. He married Sarah J. Cooper. They
have four children-Jonathar., Elizabeth Ann, Esther E.,
and Zimri. Milton has a fine farm of two hundred and
four acres.
Marmaduke Stubbs married Susar.: Kenworthy. He was born in 1838, and is the father of two
children-Zimri A. and Mary L. The first meeting of
the Friends' society was held on the farm on which he
lives.
William Clevenger was born in New Jersey, about the
year 1796. In 18o6 he moved to Ohio, and settled in
section twenty-four of Gratis township, where he died in
the year 186o. His wife-Elizabeth Inman-was born
in New Jersey. She died some fifteen years ago. They
had eight children-George, deceased; Mary; Jonathan,
married Sarah Turner; Jane, deceased; Harriet, deceased; Anna E., and William. William Clevenger, jr.,
married Catharine Gifford. They have had six children
-Mary, Walter, Elizabeth, Effie Jane (deceased), Ida
Minerva, and Lilla Myrtle. Mr. Clevenger owns a farm
of four hundred and fifty-two· acres. His residence and
buildings are new. He was township trustee for two
terms.
William Hixson was born in Georgia in 1717· From
that State he emigrated to Gratis about 18o6, and settled
on section nine. His wife, Rachel (Stubbs), was a Georgian. She died in Gratis in 1848. Mr. Hixson was a
member of the Society of Friends. He left a farm of
three hundred acres to his three sons-John (deceased),
who married Phebe Randall; William, who married
Sarah Pierson; and Samuel, who is unmarried. John

had a family of eleven children. His family is in the
west.
William had six children-Samuel, Rebecca,
Mary (deceased), Annie (deceased), Esta, and Milton.
He has a farm of two hundred_.and _fifteen acres. Samuel
Hixson has a fine brick house, with an iron roof, which
he built in 18i3· He has lived=all his life on __hi(present farm.
Jonathan Roberts, a native of North :carolina, settled
in Butler county, near Gratis township, Preble county, in
18o5, where he died. Hts father was Walter Roberts,
who also settled in Butler county. James W. Roberts,
a grandson of the above, was born in 1847. His father
is Samuel Roberts. He Is one of six children, four
boys and two girls. To him and his wife, Lucretia (Davis), have been born three children: Freddie C., CurtisS.,
and Willis. Mr. Roberts is a member of the Society of
Friends. He is director of the school district and owns
a farm of eighty acres, which he bought from Hiram
Stubbs. Zeno Roberts, son of Jonathan Roberts, married
Lizzie Borradaile, daughter of Joseph Borradaile. They
have two children-Viola Adell and Albert Samuel.
Elihu Roberts, a brother of the above, married Sarah
Stubbs, and ha:> had eight children-Mary Alma, Otis,
Alonzo, Alpheus, Charles, Edwin, Margaret, and Linley.
William Roberts, born in 1829 is a son of Walter Roberts and Hannah Conarro and grandson of Jonathan
Roberts. Five children have been born him-Margaret
Jane, Conradin, Walter Scott, Laura Belle and Ida May.
He has a farm of fifty acres. John B., brother of the
above, married Mary C. Maxwell, by whom he has had
one child-Jesse C. He has a farm of seventy acres on
the Eaton and Winchester pike. Elisha Roberts son of
Walter Roberts, married Sarah E. Gifford, by whom he
had twelve children, nine of whom ·survive. Mr. Roberts
has a farm of over sixty-five acres. The first farm which
he owned in Ohio is now owned by Joseph Eby in the
northwestern part of Gratis township. He then bought
the farm he now occupies.
John Roberts was born in the year 1802 in North Carolina. In r8os he came to Ohio with his parents. His
father was Jonathan and his grandfather was Walter Roberts. They moved from Pennsylvania to Carolina in
1783. John owned a farm in the northwestern part of
Gratis in section eight. His wife was Rebecca, daughter
of Richard Brown, who came to Ohio from Georgia. His
children were Mary Ann, who married Charles Ross;
Sarah, whose first husband was Elliott Pierson, the second
Nimrod Bennett; Phrebe Lydia (deceased), Juliette (deceased), Zenith, Eliza Jane, who married William Lautis;
Rebecca, who married Obediah Talbert; Susan (deceased).
Mr. Roberts left a farm of one hundred and seven acres.
His death occurred in 1850. During his life he was a
member of the Society of Fnends.
Richard Talbert \\'as born in North Carolina in 1797·
His father was Thomas Talbert, who came to Gratis in
1807, and who died there about 1844. Richard Talbert
died in Gratis in June of 1874. To him and wife, Rachel (Harris) were born twelve children, eight of whom
are still living, namely: Solomon, Lydia, A~a, Obediah,
Elizabeth, Ruth, Thomas and Isaiah.
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Solomon Talbert was born in 1819. His wife was
Helah Blanchard. They have had eleven children born
them, eight of whom are now living.
Asa Talbert, born in 18241 married for his first wife
Sarah Townsend, by whom he had two children-Melissa
Jane and Mary. He has had no children by his second
wife-Elvira Stubbs. Asa Talbert owns a farm of one
hundred and four acres as part of the old homestead.
Isaiah Talbert married Durinda Conarro, and has five
children. He is interested in a large carriage manufactory. A full history of his business will be found under
the head of "Industries" in this township.
Elijah Mendenhall, a Georgian, settled in Gratis township in 18o6. He located on the southeastern quarter of
section thirty-four. His wife's maiden name was Martha
Miller. Mr. Mendenhall left Georgia on account of his
opposition to slavery. He came to Ohio with a number
of persons who were, like himself, members of the Society of Friends. In 1814 he died in Gratis township.
His wife survived him twenty-nine years and died near
West Elkton in 1843. After the death of her husband
she married Nathan Maddock, by whom she had two
children.
Elijah Mendenhall's children were, James,
Marmaduke
Alice, Annie, l\larmaduke and Joseph.
married Elizabeth Johnson and had eight children, six of
whom are still living. Marmaduke Mendenhall was born
in 1810 on the place where he now lives. His farm contains about ninety acres. Joseph L. Mendenhall, son of
the above, married Delilah, daughter of Samuel Roberts.
They have two children-Theodore S. and Arthur C.
Mr. J. L Mendenhall has a farm of one hundred and
twenty-five acres, part of which belonged to the old Mendenhall homestead. He was at one time a member of
the township board of education. William H . Mendenhall, brother of the above, was born in 1853· His wife
was Sarah Eveline, daughter of Jonathan H . Payne, of
Somers township. They have only one child. His farm
contains about fifty acres-a part of the old homestead.
William Gifford was born in North Carolina in the
year 18oo. From that State he moved to Ohio in the
year 1808 and settled in Gratis township. His wife was
Naomi Farrell, of New Jersey. Their son Henry was
married twice, first to Lucy Ann Parham, and then to
Sarah Rix. He has had seven children. His son John
married Elizabeth Cooper and has two children, Henry
and Hattie. He owns a farm of one hundred and thirty
acres on the Jacksonsburgh free pike, and is also a director on the school boa.-d and district clerk. Seth Gifford
married Susan, daughter of George Hanger, of Gratis
township. They have two children: Lucy A. and J en·
me.
Mr. Seth Gifford owns a farm of eighty-five acres,
where he has alwayc; lived He served one term as a
school director.
Nathan Hornaday, sr., was born in North Carolina in
I 766.
In 18o6 he moved to Ohio and settled on section
eighteen, of Gratis township.
His wife was Ruth
Pickets. They have had eight ch ildren, two of whom
are living, John and Nathan. Mr. Nathan Hornaday, sr.,
died in Gratis in 1819. Nathan Hornaday, jr., married

for his first wife Lydia Graig, by whom he had one son,
Samuel C. After her death he married Elizabeth Frances
Connable. The fruits of this union were two sons:
Lerton B. and Albert C. His wife dying, he married a
third wife, widow Nancy Ann Pigman, of Hamilton,
Ohic. Mr. Hornaday was a justice of the peace for
most of the time since 1842. For five years he was an
assistant internal revenue assessor. He is now a minister of the Methodist church.
David Hoover was born in North Carolina in 1765.
From that State he moved to Ohio and settled, in x8oo,
near Dayton, Montgomery county. In the next year he
moved to his home on the Stillwater, where he died in
1841. He came to Ohio in the year of the Marietta
settlement, and started off by himself in the woods,
where he made a home and was afterwards the owner of
two good farms. His wife, Elizabeth Curtis, died in
1852 or 1853. They had eight children, of whom Danie~
James, and Andrew are now living. James married a
daughter of Philip Andrews. They have nine children.
Mr. Hoover has been a druggist for twenty years. He
was in the furniture business in Lewisburgh.
Martin Sayler was born in Frederick county, Maryland. In 1809 he emigrated to Ohio and settled in section three, of Gratis township. He died in Gratis in
1852. The town of Winchester is now standing on the
land he entered. His wife, Elizabeth Wilson, died in
Gratis in 1843. Mr. Sayler was one of the first trustees
of his township. He was a millwright by trade and built
most of the mills during the infancy of the township.
Eleven children were born him: Catharine (deceased),
Elizabeth (deceased), Christina, Anna, Patty, Sarah,
Susan, Sebastian, Rachel, William (deceased), and one
who died in infancy.
Dr. Christian Sayler was born in Virginia i~ 1804.
His first wife was Esther Lining, by whom he had three
children, two of whom, James and Caroline, are living.
His second wife was Catharine Bruce, by whom he had
six children, four of whom now survive: William,
Elizabeth, Rachel, and W. Scott. Dr. Sayler, sr., has
had the principal practice in Gratis for more than fifty
years, but has now entirely retired from the practice of
his profession. His two sons-both graduates of the
Ohio Medical college-succeeded him. He owns one
of the finest farms in the country, containing three hundred and forty acres adjoining the town. Dr. Sayler held
the office of trustee some forty years ago, but has confined himself too closely to his profession to serve as a
public officer for many years.
Dr. William Sayler, son of Dr. Christian Sayler, married Miss Sophia Nicodemus, daughter of Joshua Nicodemus, who came to Preble in 1838. They have two
children, Lerton Roscoe and Mary Catharine.
Charles Wilkinson, born in Kentucky, emigrated from
that State to Ohio about the year 181o, and settled in
this township. He married Elizabeth Evans, and was
the father of a family of twelve children. Their son
William H. is one of the substantial farmers of Dixon
township, which he acquired by hard labor and economy.
In 1849 he married Anna Davis, who died in 1878.
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Peter Prugh was born in Frederick county, Maryland,
from which State he moved to Ohio, and in I8II he set·
tied in section four in Gratis township. His wife was
Elizabeth Gentis, of Clarke county, Ohio, who died in
1845. They had fourteen children-Abner, Peter, John,
Daniel G., Sarah, Jacob, Joshua, Julia Anna, Izaac, Elizabeth, Benjamin, Abraham, Caroline, and Joseph.
Daniel G. has been married twice. His first wife was
Sarah Swihart, by whom he had two children, Reuben
Cassius and Albert Clayton. By his second wife, Anna
Swihart, he had one child, Charles L. His farm is a fine
one of three hundred and fifteen acres, on the Camden
and Winchester pike.
Jacob Furey was born in Maryland. In the year 1816
they moved from that State and settled in Ohio, on section nine of Gratis township, where he died in 1838.
His wife was Catharine Morningstar, who was born in
Augusta county, Virginia. She died in the fall of t86o.
Their son John came with them to Ohio. He was born
in Maryland, in the year 18o8, and died in Gratis township in 1862. His wife, Catharine Brower, was born in
Augusta county, Virginia, in 181o. They had eight children.
Henry Furey married Arsenath, daughter of
David Lautis, an early settler of Gratis township. They
have had three children born them. Mr. Furey owns a
farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres. He is a director of schools and clerk of the district.
Elias Mackey was born in Pennsylvania, in the year
1790. In 1814 he emigrated.,.to Ohio and settled on section eighteen of Gratis township. He died in Jefferson
township in 1873. John Mackey, an ancestor of the
Mackeys, was one of those who threw overboard the tea
from the English ships in Boston harbor during the
excitement preceding the Revolution. He afterwards
served during the war and afterward came to Ohio with
his children. Elias Mackey married Christina Phillips.
Ten children were born to them. Lewis, son of Elias
Mackey, married Minerva J. Robins. He has only one
child living, Charles W., who is studying medicine with
Dr. Sayler, of Winchester. Mr. Mackey has been a
teacher in Preble county for thirty-six years.
George Hanger was born in Augusta county, Virginia,
in 1795. From Virginia he moved to Ohio about the
year 1813, and settled on section twenty-six of Gratis
township, where he died in the year 1870. His first wife
was Susan Loops, by whom he had four children, viz.:
Elizabeth, Susan, Nancy Jane, and Katie Ann. His second wife, Mary Ann Krackengast, bore him three children-Sarah Margaret, George W. and Harriet. George
W. Hanger married Catharine Judy, and has five children. He owns a farm of two hundred and twenty-six
acres. For the past nine years he has heen a member of
the school board.
Henry Bowman was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, from which State he moved to Ohio, and in the
latter part of 1814 he settled in Stark county. In 1855
he died in Albion, Indiana. His wife was Elizabeth
Henning, who died in 1837. Soon after arriving in Ohio
·he was drafted into the army. He moved to Mansfield,
Ohio, and stopped in the block-house. There were only

six families in Perry township when he settled there. He
had ten children born him. John H. Bowman, his son,
moved to Preble county in 1837. He married Mary
Ann, daughter of Benjamin Darraugh, of Winchester.
Five children have been born him-·Rebecca, Henry,
Florinda, Benjamin Franklin, and John Winfield. Mr.
Bowman came to Gratis as a tailor; but has been in the
mercantile business for thirty years. For seventeen years
he has been postmaster, also has held the offices of recorder and mayor of corporation. His son John W.
Bowman, married Laura A. Gebhart, and has two children, Benjamin and Clotilda. His business is general
merchandise.
Thomas Wall, a native of England, emigrated to this
State at an early date. He was for many years a member of the Queen's Guards, in the English army. He
was crippled in Dublin by the accidental discharge of a
gun. After coming to Ohio he settled in Cincinnati, as
a brass founder, and while there moulded and cast the
first bell ever cast in the city. The castings of the city
clock at Ham1lton are his work. Mr. Wall was twice married; first to Catharine Floyed. She was the daughter of
John Floyed, of Cincinnati, one of the first settlers there,
and who claimed to have made the first keg of beer ever
made there. By his first marriage Mr. Wall had nine
children, only three of whom survive-William, Thomas,
and Edward.
His second wife was Hannah Waller.
The fruit of this union was three children-Charles P.,
Solomon, and Lewis. Charles P. married Emma Floyed,
by whom he has had three children. His farm comprises
about sixty acres, a part of the old Goodwin place. Lewis
was born in 1858. He married Mary, daughter of John
Skillman, of Hamilton county. His farm comprises
sixty-seven acres. There is in Mrs. Wall's possession
some antique chinaware bearing the stamp of the year
1572; also two guns brought to America over one hundred and fifty years ago by one of her ancestors.
Abraham Flory was born in Franklin county, Virginia,
from which State he emigrated to Ohio, and settled in
Gratis township in 1823. His son, Henry, married Marillis P. Egans. They are both living. Their children
were: Nancy, wife of Joseph Brubaker; Elizabeth, wife of
Jacob Brubaker; Joseph, married to Mary A. Eikenberry;
Abraham, married to Tennie Frantz; David, married to
Leah Frantz; Jacob, deceased; and Daniel, deceased.
David and Leah Flory have had ten children, viz. : Minerva (deceased), George, Mary, Joseph (deceased), Ervin, Martha, Willis, Jennie, Jessie, and Addie. Mr.
Flory was for a long time a preacher in the German Baptist church. He has a farm of two hundred and fortyfive acres.
David Branson was born in New Jersey about 1812.
In 1822 he emigrated from. that State to Ohio, and settled in Wayne township, Butler county. His wife was
Mary, sister of Jesse Kenworthy, of Gratis. They had
two children-Amos and Thomas. Amos was born in
1831. His wife was Priscilla, daughter of Joseph Evans,
of Clinton county. They have three children-Mary,
William, and Lydia. Mr. Branson owns a farm of one
hundred and four acres.
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Daniel Stover, a Virginian, settled in Ohio in 1826, in
Lanier ~ownship. His wife was Susannah Funk, who
died in 1870, in Lanier township. They had eight children-Mary (deceased), married Jacob Coffman; Susannah (deceased), married David Coffman; Nancy; Jacob,
married Catharine Chrisman; Elizabeth, married Wilson
Eby; Sarah, married Joseph Schenk; and Hannah (deceased). Jacob Stover has only one child-John C.
Mr. Stover is a farmer, living with Mr. Chrisman. Both
he and his wife are members of the German Baptist
church.
Job Smith was born in New Jersey in the year 1776.
He emigrated from that State, and settled on section
seventeen of Gratis township, in 1827, where he died in
I844· His wife was Hannah, daughter of Mahlon
Gibbs. They have had nine children, seven of whom
survive, viz.: John, William, Charles, Louisa, Ann G.,
Ellis C., and Mary H. Ellis C. Smith has been married
twice-first to l\lary Swann, and then to Bathcnia
Swann. He has had five children, four of whom are
now living, viz.: Albert \V., Mmy A., Charles A., and
Kittie. He was born in the year I8I8. His farm contains about one hundred and forty-two acres. For two
terms he was a member of the board of education, and
also supervisor for some length of time.
John Thomas was born in Pennsylvania in 1791. He
lived most of his early life in Virginia. His wife, whom
he married in Maryland, was Mary Wright. He settled
in Winchester about I 827 and kept a tavern. He also
was engaged in cabinet making. For twelve years he
was a justice of the peace, and during the years I 8 5 I
and 1852 he served his State in the legislature. He has
had ten children, seven of whom are still living, viz:
William W., :Moses W., Matilda W. (Kelly), Emily A.
(Cazad), James L., John G., and Harriet E . Of these
the first four are living-Thomas in Iowa and the remainder in Ohio-John G. being a resident of \Yinchester, Harriet E. (Bradstreet) of Dayton, and James
L. of Camden. The latter has resided in Dayton since
I862. His wife was Mary Elizabeth Patton. 1\lr. James
L. Thomas has been a justice of the peace of Somers,
and has held the office of mayor of Camden since 1874.
Joseph Mullendore was born in Virginia in 1795·
From Virginia he moved to Ohio abounhe year 18o5,
and settled in Montgomery county. In I 828 he moved
to Lanier township. He died in Gratis township in
I846. His wife, Elizabeth (Stump), died in I868.
Their children were: Daniel, Jacob, Elizabeth, Catharine, Susanna, George, Joseph, Aaron, and Noah. The
latter, after graduating at Miami university, went to California, where he was shot in a difficulty which arose
about an editorial in the paper which he was editing.
Jacob Mullendore married Maria Beachler, and has
had eleven children. He owns a farm of two hundred
and seventy acres.
John Brower was born in Pennsylvania, from which
State he moved to Lanier township. During his life
he was a member of the German Baptist church, of
which he was for thirty years an elder.
Noah
Brower, a grandson of the above, is one of eight chi)-

dren. His father was a resident of Dayton for fourteen
years previous to his death. He owned a farm of three
hundred and twenty acres. Noah Brower married Caroline Neff and has one child. He was at one time engaged in the saw-mill business. He is at present a
tru·stee of the township. His farm contains forty acres.
In the year 18o8 John Stiver settled in Montgomery
county. He was born in Pennsylvania about 1791.
From this State he emigrated to Ohio, and died in
Jackson township, Montgomery county, in 1821. His
wife was Margaret Vance. After the death of Mr.
Stiver she married for a second husband Abraham Garrer. John Stiver had four children, two of whom are
still living: Mary, who married David Basore, and is
now living in Indiana, and Absolom, who married Rachel, daughter of William Sayler. They have had no
children born to them, but have adopted two-Esther
Bickers and Winfield Freeman. Mr. Stivers is a lawyer,
and has prac~iced for seventeen years. He was justice
of the peace from 1852 to I8jo, and again from I874
to 188o. In 1862 and 1863 he was a member of the
State legislature. He was a county commissioner from
I854 to I857·
John E. Thomas was born in Pennsylvania about
I 790.
He emigrated from Virginia to Ohio in 1829,
and settled in Gratis township. He was justice of the
peace for sixteen years, and has repre!.ented the counties of Preble and Montgomery in the Ohio legislature.
His wife was Mary Wrig~. They have had ten children, seven of whom are still living.
James L. Thomas was born in Butler county in I823.
He married Mary E. Patten, and has had fi\·e children,
four of whom are livmg. Mr. Thomas is by trade a
carpenter and millwright. He has been justice of the
peace for three terms and mayor of Camden for four
terms.
Joseph Fahrney was born in Maryland in the year
1817. In I84o he came to Ohio and settled on section
one of Gratis township. His father, who died in Maryland in I837, was a physician and a man of considerable wealth. Joseph Fahrney is one of a family of eight
children. His first wife was Catharine Neff, by whom
he had four children. By his second wife he has had
five children. He has a farm of four hundred and seventy-five acres.
Peter Fahrney, who married Clara, daughter of Adam
Stover, had two children-Flora W. and Latin.
John Bookwalter, eldest son of John and Catharine
Bookwalter, was born in Johnstown, Cambria county,
Pennsylvania, in I812. In 1822 he moved with his parents to Montgomery county, Ohio, and settled five miles
southwest of Dayton. His mother died soon after their
arrival in this State. She had contracted a trouble in her
lungs during the journey which terminated in consumption. At the age of sixteen he learned the wagon-making trade, and in 1833• started his shop in Winchester.
In the year 1835 he married Mary Mikesell, by whom
he had eleven children, seven of whom are now living.
His wife died in 1869, and in 1870 he married Sarah A.
Gorsuch. No children were born of this marriage. Mr.

MRS. JESSE STUBBS.

)esse Stubbs is of historic English stock. His ancestry on his fath- ' opportunity to show mankind how they should treat each other under
er s side runs back to the family of early Quakers of that name in Engtrying circumstances.
land, a.nd his mother was a lineal descendant of a sister of Sir Isaac
During the winter of r858 he went to Kentucky for the purpose of
Newton. Samuel Stubbs, the father of our subject, was born of
purchasing the family of a colored man by the name of Craig LangQuaker parentage in North Carolina, in 1766. He was one of a family
ford, who had been previously emancipated by his old master, and had
of fourteen children, thirteen of whom lived to an average age of sevcome to Ohio leaving his ,wife and seven children behind him in
enty-seven years. WhilP. Samuel was yet in infancy the family mm·ed
slavery. The amount required to make the purchase was five thousand
to Georgia, where, January 5. 1791, he married Mary Jones. The
and sixty-two dollars, a portion of which was raised by subscription,
genealogy of this lady is traced from Sir Isaac Newton's sister as folbut the major part he advanced himself.
Hi~ friends had many misgivings as to the advisability of his making
lows :
the trip, and expressed fears lhat he would fall into the hands oi a mob
Rachel Newton, sister of Sir Isaac, wa.• married to Francb Jones,
father of Henry Jones, who was father of Sarah Jones, who married
and never return alive.
In due time, however, he returned, having accomplished the object of
Francis Jones, who was the father of Mary Jones, the wife of Samuel
his visit without molestation . A large portion of the amount he adStubbs.
·
Samuel was married in \Vrightsborough meeting house according to
vanced in making the purchase has since been refunded by the said
Quaker custom. He first settled near Augusta. In rSos he moved to
Craig Langford.
Ohio and settled on the farm near the present village of Elkton, on
During the fall of 1859, he was elected representative from Preble
county, to the general assembly of the State of Ohio, and served durwhich his son Jesse was born and has always lived. Samuel and Mary
had ten children, but all are now dead except Sarah Havworth, who
ing the sessions of r86o-6r, and among other things, while there, was
instrumental in having the laws regulating the settlement of estates of
resides in Clinton county, and Jesse. Mary died in April, 1843 ; her
husband followed her July 28, 1846 . Upon the death of his father
deceased persons amended, which amendment remains on the statutes
Jesse came into possess1on of the homestead.
of Ohio, with some small additions, to this day.
In Georgia Samuel Stubbs suffered in common with his parents the
The Rebellion havi11g broken out, he_gave h1s votes and his influence
evils of military occupation during the war of the Revolution, and was
to prepare the great State of Ohio to meet the crisis.
a supporter of the second war with England. His whole early life was
In politics he was first a Whig, and then acted with the Anti-slavery
spent on the frontier, both in the south and in Oh1o, and was therefore
party. He went to the Buffalo Free-soil convention which nominated
no stranger to pion""r hardships. His old age was spent in ease and
Van Buren for president, and afterwards assisted in organizing the Republican party, and has remained in that party ever since.
contentment.
In matters of religion he has always been liberal. His parents havJesse Stubbs, youngest son of Samuel and Mary Stubbs, was born
November 13, t8o9, on the spot where he now resides, near West
ing been Friends or Quakers, and having been raised and educated
Elkton, Preble county, Ohio, and which he has made his home from
under that influence, so far as home and fireside goes, that society
birth, having lived nearly seventy-()'le years in the same place, which,
seems the most natural to him, although he is not a member of any
perhaps, can be said of very few, if any, of the old settlers of Preble
religious denomination .
In connection with this sketch we will also add that Mr. Stubbs' ~ile
county.
During his minority he received a common school education-such
is still living, and that the twenty-second of September last was the
as was common for the time and place.
fiftieth anniversary of their wedding day. They have both enjoyed remarkably good health during the greater part of their journey through
On the twenty-second day of September, 1830, he was married to
life. Mr. Stubbs having been out on the ground every day since he was
:\<lary Jones, daughter of John and Sarah Jones, who resided near
West ~ilton, Miam1 county, Ohio, and from that union were born the
six years old, and Mrs. Stubbs having enjoyed much better health than
following named children, to-wit: Harriet, Lewis D., Susannah, Dethe majority of women of the present day.
Jesse Stubbs is a man of large attainments and extensive experience.
witt Clinton, Eleanor J ., Julia A., Deborah M., Samuel N ., and John
Although his early training was meagre, he possesses a considerable
J. Stubbs.
Soon after arriving at maturity he was elected to various township
knowledge of social and natural history and the practical sciences. He
offices, such as trustee, etc.
has always taken an especial interest in meteorology, and has a very
In r833 he was elected justice of the peace, in which capacity he
complete meteorological record since r832. He actoo one year as
served for nine years. He also held the appointment of administraweather reporter for the Smithsonian institute at Washington. There
tor and executor of various estates from 1834 to r88o, inclusive, never
is in his house an interesting and valuable collection of geological
being without one or more estates on hand to settle during the time.
specimens, mostly collected by himself. He has '~sited nearly all the
places of interest to the lover of nature and student of science. from
He was one of the directors of the underground railroad during its
the Rocky mountains to the Atlantic. A remarkably accurate knowledge
existence, but never stole nor employed any one to steal slaves from
their masters ; but when they came of their own accord they were alof events of his own time testifies that he has been a close observer.
ways fed and treated with kindness, and frequently assisted on their
His has been a busy and useful life which has been a benefit to his
way to a land of freedom-always esteeming it a privilege to have the
family , his community, his county, his State and his country.

Elijah Cooper, tl:e subject of this biogchildren, Lydia, :\lartha, Jonathan, Jaraphy, was born tn Preble county, Ohio.
cob and Ralph, lour attained maturity.
The btginnings of the Cooper family are
Elijah Coopers grandfather, Jonathan
somewhat obscured by the mists of time.
Cooper, was born in South Carolina AuHowever, it has been ascertained that the
gust 31, 1781, and died August 8, 1859·
first William Cooper was born in ColesHe was eccentric in some things, and
hill, parish of Amersham, Hertfordshire,
during the last forty years of his life
England, in 1632. Being a Quaker, he
ne,·er wore hat nor stockings, either in
winter or summer. His son William,
received a certificate from the Monthly
Meeting, at Coleshill, on the fifth day of
who was born in 1Bo7. married Elizabeth
Kellum, who was hom in Preble county
twelfth month, 1678, for himself and Margaret Cooper, his wife. He came to the
in 1812. She is the daughter of Elijah
coast of New Jersey and bought la11ds
and Sarah Kellum who emigrated from
at Pyn Point, between the mouth of
Georgia at an early day. After their
Cooper's creek and the Delaware river,
marriage they settled in Gratis township,
about a mile north of Bennett's mill, or,
in what is now the city of Burlington, ~ew
Jersey. He was a man of wealth and
what is known as the "coal diggins ..
great influence. He was a member of the
farm. They had four children. JonaColonial legislature, and at one time a
than was killed by an accident when
judge of the superior court. He was conthirteen years old; Sarah J. is the wife of
stantly associated with William Penn,
Milton Stubbs; Esther Ann is the wife
and obtained the first right to keep a ferof Joseph Stubbs ; Elijah spent the first
years of his life in the •·icimty of West
ry over the Delaware river between Camden, New Jersey, and Philadelphia. He
Florence, on the farm now owned by
died on the old estate in 1710. His son
Robert Bell. In 1850 his father removed
to a farm in the southeast comer of secDaniel was born at Coleshill, January 27,
1673. and died in New Jersey in 1715,
tion three, \\'ayne township, Butler counleaving a son, \\'illiam, who became the
ty, and here Elijah resided with his father
father of Jacob Cooper, the fatherofWiluntil December 3· 1864, when Mr. Cooper
liam who was born in Berk's countv,
:\·I RS. ELIZABETH COOPER .
was married to Amy A., daughter of
Pennsylvania, March 24, 1756, and about
tht• late John and Harriet Conarroe, of
1775 removed to Union district, South Carolin<l. He was in the 1 Wayne township, Butler county . She is one of nine children and
\Vhig am1y during pan of the Revolutionary war, though greatly
was hom in \Vayne township on the last day of the year 1847. To Mr .
. a\·erse to war in general, he being a member of the society of Friends·
and Mrs. Cooper ha,·c been horn four children viz; \"'' illiam, born in
He Jived in Union district, South Carolina, where he owned a large I 1865 ;Jennie, horn in 1868; John E., horn in 1874; and Clarence J ..
plantation, and engaged in mercantile pursuits. He would not own ' horn in 1879.
slaves and on this account he, with all othe• (_)uakers, was sociably
Immediately after their marriage :11r. and !\Irs. Cooper commenced
ostracised. So strong had this feehng become that in i\lay 1807, after
housekeeping on the farm of one hundred and sixty-six acres of land
ha,;ng sold out, he brought his family to Ohio, and settled about or•e
loc1tcrl in the southwest corner of section fi\'e, of Wayne township,
half _mile east of Somerville, on the place now occupied hy Oli\'er
Butler county. This fine farm was presented to ~lr. Cooper, by his
Beadle. \\'illiam Cooper was ,-cry wealthy and entered hundreds uf
father as a wedding gift. I le contimiL'd on this place until the fall of
~-..cres of lands in the counties of Butler and Preblt'.
Of his fi\'e
187o, when he mowd to what is known as the old Roberts fam1, in the

northwest comer of \Vayne township. After remaining there until the
w;nter of 1875· he removerl to Indiana nnd liwd in 'West Richmond
for about eighteen months. Thence he removed to his present tesidence in section thirty-three, of Gr.His towns'1ip. Th<' farm, known ns
the Lane farm, consists of one hundred and ninety-three acres of land,
than which there is no better in the county. Since ;\1r. Coopct has
taken possession of the place he has gre.llll' imprm·ed it, and to-day,
with broad acres of good bnd, thoroughly cultivated, weil timbered
and neatly fenced, the farm presents an attracti,·c appearance, the
beauty of which is to be even sti!l more enhanced by the erection of a
handsome residence, and the r.cmode.ling of the f•rm buildings. Besides this farm worth twenty thousand dollars, ;\lr. Cooper owns
twenty-thousand dollars worrh of real est.1te in Butlt·r county, viz. : the '
farm of one hundred and sixty-six acres. upon which he commenced

life; and eighty-nine acres on Elk creek, \Vayne township; also se\·enty
acres of the homestead fat m upon which he was born.
In addition to his extensive f,trming operations, Mr. Cooper raises
considerable stock, paying much attention to the raising of tine hogs
and horses. He has fattened over one hundred head of hogs each
winter since he came to the county, and always has on hand a tine lot
of cattle.
In the years 1877-8 he was engaged in the grocery business with
Hiram Stubbs, in West Elkton, but he has always succeedt:d best at
his chosen work, that of the indcpendPnt farmer. \Vithout unduly
eulogizing it may...Oe said that Elijah Cooper is an upnght, wholesouled man, and hence a substantial and an esteemed citizen of the
community. He is a staunch Republican.
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Bookwalter died in 1879. G. W. M. Bookwalter married
for his first wife, Rebecca Bowman, by whom he had one
child, now deceased. His second wife was Sarah,
daughter of John Russel~ of Winchester. George Bookwalter was engaged in painting for thirty years. He has
been mayor of Winchester for eighteen years, and clerk
of the township nineteen years, both of which offices he
is now holding.
Josiah Bookwalter married first Sarah E. Mitchell.
Three children were born them, only one of whom survives. His second wife was Eva McKee, by whom he
has had one child. He is a partner in the firm of Bookwalter & Fetherling at Winchester-carriage-makers.
John M. Bookwalter married Louisa Conarroe, daughter of Richard Conarroe, of Butler county, Ohio. Their
children are lvea L. and L. Veturia. One child is dead.
Mr. Bookwalter is a carriage-trimmer by trade. He was
in the one hundred day service during the Rebellion.
Benjamin F. Bookwalter married Elvira, daughter of
John and Catharine Russell. They have six children.
He is engaged in the blacksmith shops of Bookwalter &
Fetherling.
Jonathan Horner was born in New Jersey about 1798,
·from which State he moved to Ohio, and settled in Butler county in 1807. His death occurred in Gratis township in 1852. He married Hannah Artrim, by whom
he had four children, namely, Rachel (deceased), Sarah,
Berziller and Elizabeth (deceased).
Berziller Horner, born in 1826, married Elizabeth
Kinsey, by whom he had five children: Hannah Ann,
Mary Elizabeth, Maria Frances, Elenora and Emma.
Mr. Horner owns a farm of about eighty-seven acres.
Jonathan Cooper moved from Georgia in the year
1803, and settled in Wayne township, Butler county.
He died in Somersville. During the latter part of his
life he never wore a hat or a pair of socks, either in summer or winter. His son, William, was born in Butler
county in 1803. He married Elizabeth, daughter of
Elijah Kellum. They have three child roo: Sarah, wife
of Milton Stubbs; Esta, wife of Joseph Stubbs, and
Elijah, who married Emma Ann Conarroe. The latter
has three children: William, J annie G. and John. He,
Elijah Cooper, has about five hundred and forty acres,
including land in Butler county. Mr. Cooper was a
resident of Butler county until his thirty-fifth year. He
is now a dealer in stock.
G. F. Deter Kesling was born in Virginia, from which
State he moved to Kentucky, and finally settled in Ohio,
in Warren county, in the year 1805, where he died in
1852. He was drafted into the War of 1812, but escaped
service by sending a substitute. J?uring his life he was
a farmer and distiller. His wife was Margaret Null.
William Kesling was married twice-first, to Martha
Lyons, by whom he had eight children, and after her
death, to Mary Doley.
Dr. Isaac Kesling is now a resident of Winchester,
Gratis township. He is a successful practitioner of the
Eclectic school, having graduated at the Cincinnati
Eclectic College of Medicine. Dr. Kesling married
Eliza Ann, <!aughter of John Potterf, an old family in

Preble. The township of Gasper was named from Gasper Potterf, one of this family.
Jacob Lesh, a Virginian, emigrated at an early date
from that State to Ohio, and settled in Lanier township.
His wife was Mary Lantis. Their son, Henry, married
Julia Ann Mornmg Star, who is now living. Henry died
in Lanier township in 1853. Their children are: Jonas,
Lydia and Leander S.
Jonas Lesh married Sarah A. Phillips, and has three
children. He is a carpenter and builder by trade. Five
generations of this family are buried in Preble county.
Jacob Judy was born in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, in the year 1797· From that State he moved to
Ohio, and settled in German township, Montgomery
county, in 1815. His death occurred in that county in
1877. At his death he was the largest farmer in German
township-owning three hundred and eighty acres. His
wife, Catharine Hetzler, is still living. He had seven
children, six of whom still survive, namely: John, Mary,
Samuel, Catharine, Susan and Jacob. Samuel, who was
born in the year 1821, married Magdaline Bean, and has
six children: Martin, Catharine, Abraham, Mary, Charlie
and Lettie. Mr. Judy is a prominent member of the
United Brethren church. His farm, located in the southeastern part of the township, contains about three hundred and twenty acres.
Joseph M. Hendrix was born in Pennsylvania in 1816.
From this State he came to Ohio in 1842, and settled on
a quarter section of section ten, in Gratis township. He
and his wife, Agnes (McDonald), made the journey in a
wagon the year after their marriage. His father was a
wealthy farmer in Pennsylvania, owning a farm of three
hundred acres. He had seven children, all of whom are
dead excepting John M. and Joseph.
John M. married Rebecca, daughter of John Murry,
of Carrol county, Maryland. He has had nine children.
His farm contains four hundred and forty acres of fine
land, which is under good cultivation.
Jacob Featherling was born in Washington county,
Pennsylvania, from which place he moved to Ohio. He
first settled in Delaware county in 1832, and afterwards,
in 1835, moved to Montgomery county. His wife,
Parmdia Lewelen, died in 1864. Eight children were
born to them, three only of whom are now alive, namely:
Cephas C., George and Eliza.
Cephas married Sarah C., daughter of M. G. Hollinger,
of Harrison- township. They have two children. Mr.
Fetherling was a teacher for thirteen years, and was a
principal at Winchester from 1870 to 187 3· He served
three years in the war of the Rebellion in company H,
ot the Ninety-third regiment. He is extensively engaged
in business in Winchester, and is one of the leading
business men of that town. He is engaged in the
grocery business, besides being partner in Bookwalter &
Featherling's carriage manufactory.
James Russell was born in Pennsylvania in 1771, and
settled in Montgomery county in 1802, where he died in
1843. John Russell, his son, was born in 1797. He is
the father of ten children, seven of whom are living.
James M., the fifth child, married Eliza Neff, the daugh-
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ter of Abram Neff. They have seven children. Mr.
Wimmer added twelve lots, and in 1831 sixteen more
Russell is engaged in the lightning rod business in this
were laid out and added to the incorporation by Jacob
county.
Gift. While the lapse of m<•re than sixty years has not
seen any remarkable growth, the town has, nevertheless,
Franc1s L. Raikes 1s the son of F. F. Raikes, of Somers
township. He married Helen E. Bower, of Somers.
grown to be a pusiness center of considerable local importance. The different branches of business are well
Ha\·ing no children born to them, they have adopted a
daughter, Mary Ethel. Mr. Raikes is now serving his
represented and the town is the seat of a carriage manusecond term as a trustee of Gratis township. He is
factory at one time the largest and most thriving in the
postmaster at West Elkton. During the late war he
county. The limits of the corporation embrace over a
served three months in the Twentieth regiment of the
hundred lots, lying on streets laid off at right angleS.
Ohio volunteer infantry.
The lack of ordinary facilities for transportation has
had a depressing effect on the town. The nearest railJacob S. Weinland was born in Lancaster county,
Penn<>ylvania, in I8Ig. His father, Jacob Weinland,
road station is that of Camden, in Somers township, some
lived for a time in West Elkton, and from there moved
six or eight miles west of Winchester. The mail of the ·
town is brought from ·Middletown, Butler county, every
to Union City, where he died. Jacob Weinland, sr's.
wife was Elizabeth Singer, who died in Clark county.
dU¥. The same line serves for the three offices in the
township.
They had six children, four of whom still survive, viz:
The first house ever erected within the limits of WinJohn, Maria, JacobS., and Elizabeth. JacobS. married
Mary Eckert, of Butler .county. They have had eight
chester was built by Peter Kulp, who built a cabin in
children, four of whom are now alive: Elizabeth A,
the year 18 I 8, on the site a few rods south of where the
Mackey hotel now stands. The first store was that of
Jacob A, Daniel C., and Mary H. Dr. Weinlaud began
practicing medicine in 1847, at West Elkton, where he · Benjamin Darragh, who kept a small shop on the spot
where Bowman's grocery now stands. His store was a
Has been ever since. For twelve years he was the only
physician in the place. Of late years he has bel•mged
mixture of everything necessary for frontier life, with few
to the eclectic branch of medicine, and has met with
of the luxuries. Hardware, dry goods and groceries were
alike repre<>ented, payment being made with produce as
good success. Dr. Weinland came out to Ohio as a
often as with cash. Since the establishment of this store
miller, when only seventeen years old. He afterwards
the business has been increasing until at the present more
taught school and studied medicine.
James Dusky settled at Cincinnati in 1825. He was
than a score of houses devoted to different branches of
business line the streets. The following is a list of some
a native of Virginia, but was compelled to flee the State
of the most important: drugs, James Hoover; dry goods,
on account of a threshing he had administered to an
overseer, who was abusing a slave. He died on the
Tobey & Son and J. W. Bowman; groceries, J . W. Scott,
Ohio river, of yellow fever, in 1836. His wife, Elizabeth
J. H. Bowman, E. H. Morris and C. C. Fetherling & Co.;
Stone, died in I 846. They had eight children, three of boots and shoes, F. Michael & Co. and J. R. Burnett;
whom survive: George Washington, Henry, and Silas;
harness, J. W. Scott and Samuel Miller; tin store, C. E.
Darragh; millinery, Miss M. J. Mackey. Messrs. Brookthe latter married Elizabeth, daughter of James Robison,
of Gratis township. They have had two children born to
walter and Fetherling own a large buggy manufactory in
them : Charles Henry and Richard Randall. Mr. Dusky
active operation. A few years ago a sensible plan was
is the principal hlacksmith in West Elkton. He has
adopted by the several groceries in town. Instead of
been in the county for over twenty-five years.
running an active competition trade in all branche!;, they
Matthew W. Robertson, a native of Virginia, moved to
agreed to make an arrangement by which each would
Ohio in 1866, and settled at College Corner. His wife
make a specialty of some branch of the business and rewas Mary E. J. Coffee. They have three children: Dr.
tain the exclusive right of sale of that branch. By this
arrangement, in addition to their groceries, Fetherling &
William C., Maggie J., and Amanda. Dr. William C.
married Clara J. Sparks, and has one child, Howard E.
Co. and Bowman kept hardware, and, J. W. Scott the
He is a graduate of the Ohio Medical college, at Cincinqueensware. This plan has been found to act admirably
nati. After a year's practice in Indiana, he removed to
for the business men, but how it suits their customers is
West Elkton, Ohio, where he now has the leading praca matter of opinion. The storekeepers having a specialty
tice of that part of the county.
of one department can demand their own prices.
The legal profession is represented by Mr. A. Stiver,
WINCHESTER
who nas held many offices, both in the town and in the
township.
is the largest incorporation in the township. It is a quiet
Winchester is connected with all the other towns around
village of about five hundred and twenty inhabitants, sitby well kept pikes. A telephone line extends to West
uated in section three, about a mile south of the line dividing the townships of Lanier and Gratis. The plat of Elkton, and from there to Camden, affording easy comthe town was recorded by the late proprietors, Martin
munication with the outside world.
Sayler, Abraham Wimmer and Abraham and Jacob Gift,
The church denominations are represented by the
in the year r8q. The original plat contained sixty-four
Methodist, the Reformed, and the Baptist. These each
lots. In the year 1829 an additional plat of sixteen lots
have houses of worship, and are in a prosperous condiwas added by Martin Sayler. In the same year Abraham
tion. There was at one time an organization of Presby-
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- - - - -- - - - -- terians in the town, but they gradually grew less in numis somewhat singular. The Society of Friends had a
bers, until finally they disbanded, the Reformed church
quarterly meeting near the place which was called the
buying their church building. The town itself is quiet
Elk quarterly meeting, from the name of the creek. Mr.
and orderly. No liquor saloons are allowed within the
Dix, in ordering goods, ordered them shipped to Elk.
corporation limits. This, and the fact that the people are
By some mistake the goods were sent to Elkton, and the
brought daily in contact with the Friends, who were the
name was taken for the town. Afterwards, on finding
early settlers, and who are known as peaceable and lawthat there was an Elkton already in the State, the place
abiding people, has a strong tendency to keep the town
was called West Elkton, to distinguish the two places.
orderly. No criminal case has been on docket since
West Elkton has grown to be a place of about two hunJuly I I, I878, more than two years ago.
dred inhabitants.
No records of the first elections for corporation officers
The building at present used for educational purposes
are now ex1stmg. Until 1862, when Mr. George Brookwas built originally under the supervision of the Friends.
walter was elected mayor, no care had been taken of the
It was erected during the fall and summer of I86g, at a
records. Since then there has been an office built, where
cost of three thousand three hundred dollars. Twothirds of this amount was contributed by the Society of
faithful entries of the town business are kept. The present
Friends, and the rest by outside subscriptions. It was
officers are as follows: G. W. M. Brook walter, mayor; H.
C. Michae~ corporation clerk; Lester Shaw, marshall; R.
used as an academy for several years, and was known as
the West Elkton academy. It was finally thought best
F. Tobey, treasurer; W. H. C. Steele, B. F. Brookwalter, J. S. Snyder, William Frazee, Wilham Street, and
to sell the building to the West Elkton special school disE. H. Morris, councilmen; Seth Burnett, street commistrict, which sale took place in the year I878, and it has
sioner. The board of education is made up of the folsince then been used as a public school-house.
lowing gentlemen; Noah Brower, president; A. G. Prugh,
The present officers are Nathan Hornaday, mayor; ~
clerk; D. G. Prugh, Levi Furey, J. G. Thomas, and G.
C. Hornaday, corporation clerk; Thomas Stubbs, treasW. M. Bookwalter. The town possesses a fine two-story
urer; Christopher Pierson, marshal; John Mikesell, street
brick school-house of four rooms. The school is divided
commi'isioner; Lorenzo Stubbs, J. S. Weinland, W. C.
Robertson, S. A Stubbs, Silas Dusky, and A. Van Trump,
into four grades. A mayor's building is in proces'i of ereccouncilmen. The board of education is composed of R.
tion, and is to be ready for occupation before January I,
I88J. The estimated value of the building is eight hunW. Randall, chairman; J. S. Wemland, clerk; Isaiah Talbert, A Van Trump, Nelson Hornaday, and A. T. Maddred dollars. The site chosen for the erection of this
dock.
building was one selected by two men who intended
The town is well kept, and presents a busy and pleasbuilding a saloon. To forestall this design the council
ing appearance to the visitor. Although the business
bought the property, and are to devote it as a site for
the mayor's building.
houses are not numerous, they each do good business.
There are several handsome residences in town, and
The following is a list of the principal houses: Dry
goods, S. A. Stubbs & Co.; dry goods and groceries,
these, together with the whole town itself, present a neat
Stubbs & Gilford; grocery, Ira Stubbs. A good hotel is
and pleasing appearance.
kept by Mr. Maddock. From the fact of the town's beWEST ELKTON.
ing situated in the midst of a Quaker settlement, no di'iturbances of any size ever occur. Like its neighbor,
This is the second of the two incorporations in Gratis
Winchester, it does not tolerate the sale of liquor within
township, and lies in the southwestern part of the same,
its corporation, which is mainly instrumental in keeping
about one mile north of the township line. It was laid
the orderly spirit.
out in I847 by J. L. Street, for the following proprietors:
West Elkton is the seat of the establishment of Messrs.
J. N. Gift, R. W. Swain, J. H. Stubbs, Jesse Stubbs, Nathan Hornaday, Walter Wheeler, Isaac Wright, P. S. Pat- Van Trump, Talbert & Co.'s large buggy manufactory,
which has doubtless done a great deal towards making
ton, Stephen Leas, James Smith, Henry Maddock, and
the
town what it is to-day.
J.P. Brown.
The first post office in the town was started in the year
West Elkton is a quiet and orderly town of quite conI844, and was kept by Rawley Wheeler. This post office
siderable local importance. Like Winchester, it lacks
was the result of a petition started by Mr. Jesse Stubbs.
railroad communication, and is dependent on Middetown
Owing to the fact that the Democracy was in power, a
for its daily maiL It is on the line of telephone reaching
Democratic postmaster, Joel G. Hutchins was appointed,
to Camden, and coming in from the north.
but Mr. Wheeler acted as deputy postmaster in his stead.
The first man to locate on the spot was David Taylor,
There are two church buildings in the town, one a frame
a wheelwright. He built a shop and also dug the first
building, used by the Methodists, United Brethren, and
well inside the limits of the present town. In the year
Wesleyan Methodists, and one which is the meeting-house
I828 or I829 the first store was opened by a man by the
of the Friends.
name of Rockhil~ on the site where Dr. J. S. Weirtland
GREENBUSH
now resides. The house in which he started his store is
now owned by Mr. Bennett, of West Elkton. Rockhill
is a small collection of houses in the eastern part of the
township. It is unincoporated and is of no especial imsold out to Mr. Townsend, who in turn was bought out
portance. The first house built there was built by a man
by Mr. Dix. The origin of the name of West Elkton
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by the name of White. He built a small hut of slabs,
and in consequence the place was for a long time known
as Slabtown. White also built a saw-mill at the same
time. Some time afterwards some New Englanders came
there and gave it its present name. The first post office
was opened in the year 1874, by Jacob Poffenberger.
There are a few small shops in the place. The only one
of any size is the grocery of Mr. Poffenberger, in which
the post office is kept Greenbush has one church building, which is used alike by the United Brethren and the
Methodists.
CHURCH HISTORY.

There are ten religious organizations in Gratis township; of these, three are Methodist, two United Brethren,
one Reformed, one Baptist, one Wesleyan Methodist,
and one each of the German Baptists and of the Friends.
The latter comprise by far the larger number of members, and are eminently the denomination of the town·
ship. The first church building in the township was a
meeting-house erected by the Friends about 18o6, of
which mention will be made in the sketch of that society.
THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS.

Among the earliest pioneers of the soulhern part of
the county was a colony of Friends who emigrated from
Georgia and South Carolina on account of the evils of
slavery in those States. Nathan Stubbs is generally credited with the honor of being the first of their number
who penetrated the Preble wilderness. He came late in
the fall of 1804 from Wrightsborough, Columbia county,
Georgia, and settled near what is now the Butler and
Preble county line. He was followed, in the spring of
1805 by Francis Jones, Samuel Maddock, Samuel
Stubbs, Joseph Stubbs, and several others with their families from the same place. They were joined by Eli
Cook, Benjamin Hawkins, Jesse Kenworthy, Jonathan
Roberts, Jonas Randal, with their families, besides many
others from Bush river, in Newberry, and from adjoining
districts in South Carolina. Others came about the
same time from Pennsylvania and New Jersey, so that
there was a large settlement in the southeast part of the
county of these devout and earnest people. They
brought their bibles and religious principles with them,
and it was not long after their arrival until they established religious worship in their midst. The first meeting for divine worship, or conference, was held at the
house of Nathan Stubbs, about two miles southeast of
West Elkton, and afterwards at Eli Cook's, about two
miles to the west, during the succeeding fall and winter.
In the fall of 18o6 a lot of three acres was purchased
(which is now within the corporate limits of West Elkton), upon which a meeting-house of round logs was
soon built and a graveyard laid out. Divine service was
instituted by the Miami monthly meeting, according to
the discipline of the church, in April of the same year.
Their nuwber kept ir.creasing by the arrival of immigrants, and in a few years a larger house was required.
This was built of hewed logs, and a monthly meeting
established in 18og, by Miami quarterly meeting. It
was then a constituent branch of the Baltimore yearly

meeting and known as the "Elk monthly meeting."
They probably numbered at that time from two hundred
and fifty to three hundred members.
In 1817 a brick building, known as the "old brick
meeting house," was erected, at a cost of about five hundred dollars. Public worship was held in this house for
more than half a century. About the year 1870 the
membership was considerably augmented, and steps were
soon afterward taken toward the erection of a more
commodious house. Accordingly, in 1872, subscriptions
were reported sufficient, with the available material in the
old building, and a new house of brick, sixty-five by
thirty-five feet, erected on the site of the old building,
costing complete about four thousand dollars, which was
opened for worship on the twenty-fourth day of November, of the same year, the monthly meetings having convened the day previous. The house is a plain, substantial building, and will seat about five hundred. The
membership at present is about three hundred and fifty.
The old graveyard, containing more than an acre of
ground, was filled up several years ago. For many years
after the first settlement of the county, it was the only
public burying-ground for miles around, and the remains
of many worthy pioneers were interred in it. The first
person buried in it was Margaret, wife of Nathan Maddock, who died about 18o6. The first marriage in the
church, as far as can be ascertained, was that of Francis
Maddock and Phebe Coon, which was solemnized on
the twentieth of November, 18o6.
Thus it will be seen that the Friends have had a
church organization and regularly held religious worship
in the township for seventy-five years. Their fir.;t log
meeting-house was the first built in the township, if not
in the county.
The West Elkton district school was formerly an
academy under the control of the Friends.
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

at Winchester, was built in the year 18og, and dedicated
on Christmas day of the same year. The present building cost about three thousand five hundred dollars. The
first church this denomination possessed was a frame
building, built about the year 1832. This was used as a
house of worship until the erection of the present building. The site of the new building is about two blocks
nearly east of the old site. The old building is now
used as a carriage repository. The first pastor of the
new church was Rev. M. G. Baker, who was also the one
who built the church. He experienced a grea: deal of
trouble in getting his work completed. It required five
hundred contributions to make up the necessary sum.
A good deal of the carpentering was done by Mr. Baker
himself. Messrs. James Manning and John Brookwalter
were the building committee. Their present pastor is the
Rev. J. C. Ambrose. The membership is about eighty
persons. The church building has a seating capacity of
four hundred.
THE REFORMED CHURCH

at Winchester was organized in the year 1865, by the
Rev. A. Warner, with a membership of about fifteen.
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- - -- - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - --- - - - -- - --- - - - --- -- - - - - - - - - --- - - - They bought a building which had been built by the
at a cost of about fivt: hundred ($soo) dollars. This
was sold and moved away in xM63; it now stands on the
Presbyterians for a church. These latter became so weak
Germantown pike, and is used as a Wesleyan meetingthat they concluded to sell their church property. The
Reformed church bought it for about one hundred and
house. In x8so the present church was built by a party
thirty dollars in the year x866, and repaired it. The Rev.
of New Englanders, who were Congregationalists. In
M. F. Frank is now in charge of the church. The memI 86o they moved away, and sold the church building to
bership is about sixty-five. The Sunday-school has only
the Methodists and the United Brethren. The present
building has a seating capacity of about two hundred
been in existence since 1879. The church building is
and fifty. The first class was composed of Mr. and Mrs.
of brick.
THE BAPTISTS.
John Riner, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Myers, Mr. and Mrs.
The Baptist denomination in Winchester was organChristian Fall, Mrs. Cooper (now Mrs. Eslinger), Mr.
and Mrs. thomas Deem, and a few others. The Sunized in 1836. For a year or two they worshipped in the
day-school, which is a union one, was organized in the
building now owned by the Reformed church. In the
year 1838 they built their present church, which is a brick
year 1833· The present membership is about thirteen
building, costing about seven hundred dollars. The
persons. The past0r in charge is the Rev J. C. Ambrose.
minister in charge of the church at first was the Rev.
GERMAN BAPTISTS
Mahlon Morris, who had charge for eighteen years. The
in Gratis township were organized about the year 1820.
church has no Sabbath-school. The church has a seatThe district embraces part of Lanier township. It exing capacity of about three hundred. The present pastor, the Rev. W. H. Hickman, has been in charge since
tends north to the Dayton and Eaton pike, east to Johnsville, south to near the southern line of the township,
1878. The number of members is now about twenty.
and
west to the Indiana State line. The denomination
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
possesses
two church buildings in this township. The
in West Elkton was organized about 185o. For three
oldest
of
these
stands west of Winchester. It is known
years they used a school-house for worshipping purJK,ses.
as
the
Brubaker
church, and was built in 1858, during
In the year 1853 a union meeting-house was built, which
of
John
Brower. Their finest building is
the
eldership
has been used by the Methodists ever since, in conneca
large
brick
structure
in
the northern part of section
tion with the United Brethren and the Wesleyan Methone.
It
was
built
in
1874,
during the eldership of Mr.
odists. At the organization the church members numAbraham
Younce,
their
present
elder. The building,
bered about twelve, but they have increased until their
known
as
the
Twin
Valley
church,
was built at a cost of
present membership is seventy. Their present pastor is
over
nine
thousand
dollars.
Their
present membership
the Rev. J. C. Ambrose. A union Sunday-school was
is
about
one
hundred
and
eighty.
The Revs. Messrs.
started in x8so, and is still in existence. It is estimated
Francis
Cotterman,
Jacob
Loman
and
David Flory are
that the church building will accommodate three hundred
their
present
ministers.
and fifty people. The cost of building it was one thousand five hundred ($1,5oo) dollars.
WESLEY AN METHODISTS.

This denomination was organized at West Elkton, in
the year 1852, with about fourteen members. For some
years they worshipped in a school-house. Their first
pastor was the Rev. John Harrison. They have had no
regular preacher for five or six years, and at present are
not in active operation, their membership being only
about six..
THE UNITED BRETHREN

of Winchester organized in the year I 849; their first
membership was seven persons. The class was composed
of Dr. and Mrs. J. T. Weinland, Mr. and Mrs. Josiah
Sites, Mr. and Mrs. John Fouts, and Mrs. M. F. Spraggs.
There was no meeting-house in the place at the time of
their organization, and they were compelled to worship
in an old meeting-house which belonged to the AntiSlavery Friends. They now use the union meetinghouse, erected in 1853. Their present membership is
fifty-nine. The Rev. Theodore Rork was their first
pastor. The Rev. S. Huddle is now in charge.
THE METHODISTS

at Greenbush organized as early as the year 1816. For
a long time they made use of Mr. John Riner's barn for
a meeting-house. In 1836 they built their first building,

THE GREENBUSH CHURCH.

Nearly thirty years ago the members of the Congregational denomination living near Greenbush decided to
erect a house of worship. Accordingly a neat frame
building was put up. About the year x86o, owing to
the small membership, it was decided to sell the church
building to the United Brethern and Methodists, who
had organized societies of their respective denominations
a few years before. These two denominations still own
the church, and their ministers preach on alternate Sabbaths. At present the United Brethern are the most
numerous, although their brethern, the Methodists, are
in a flourishing condition. Rev. S. Huddle is the
United Brethem minister, and Rev. J. C. Ambrose is
the Methodist pastor.
CEMETERIES.

For many years after the settlement of the townships
no regular burying places were in existence. The dead
were buried on the home farm. Possibly some three or
four families would use the same spot. In sume cases
these small beginnings finally resulted in being regarded
as regular burial places, but in the majority of cases, the
graves w<>uld remain alone on the edge of a field or in
the depths of some favorite grove. In 1832 the first
cemetery in the township was laid out ncar Winchester.
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--- - - -- The first burial was that of Richard Housel in that year.
he accumulated a comfortable fortune, more than suffiThis burial place was used until recently, when the town
cient for his own needs. While under his management
laid out a new one, farther from town on the south side
the shops were the most prosperous in the township, but
of the Eaton pike. It has heen named Fair View, and
owing to depression of business, only one set of hands
is as lovely a spot as could have been obtained for the
are now employed. At the time of their most prosperpurpose.
ous condition twenty hands were employed, and the
Fair Mound cemetery at West Elkton was laid out in
shops had a capacity of turning out one hundred and
I8os. The first person ever buried on the place was
ten new and one hundred old, or what was repairing
Mrs. Nathan Maddock, whose death took place in r8o5,
jobs. These buildings occupy a conspicuous locality in
and is generally believed to have been the first in the
the western part of Winchester,
township. The place gradually grew into use until the
The establishment of Van Trump, Talbert & Company,
year 1875, when it was regularly established as a public
is the most flourishing buggy manufactory in the towncemetery, by the township authorities, under whose suship. The following is a hasty sketch of the business
pervision all of the cemeteries in the township have been
since its establishment
placed
In the year r86o Argerbright & Talbert started a carThe cemetery at Greenbush has quite a history conriage shop. They started in an old cabinet shop, bought
from Eli Stubbs for about twelve hundred dollars. They
nected with it. The first burial on the ground now known
ran the business for three years, having good success.
as Greenbush cemetery was that of Mrs. Betsey Ellis,
In I 863 Talbert retired, on account of his health, Daniel
who was buried there in 1828. John Riner, on his
death-bed, wishing to have the place recognized as a
Argerbright buying out his interest. Mr. Talbert went
to Minnesota for several months; after his return he
public burying-tround, willed a half acre of the land,
started a carriage shop on the place now owned by
where the graves stood to the township as a permanent
Samuel Landis. After two years Mr. Talbert went to
burying place. But in writing out the will the lawyer,
instead of writing the southeastern quarter of the
Miamisburgh and entered the same business. In the
section, which was the quarter containing the graves,
meantime Argerbright had taken into the business in
wrote the deed as alluding to the southwestern quarter.
West Elkton, W. S. Maddock. In 1865 he sold out to
Afterwards the people wishing to have the matter arranMaddock, who afterwards took in his father as partner.
ged satisfactorily, gave John Chrisman, the owner of the
In 1869, I. Talbert, A. Van Trump, and D. L. Weinland
bought the business. In 1871 Van Trump sold his interland, a deed to the half acre left by will in the southwestern quaster of the section on condition of his giving
est, and in 1874 Talbert bought out Weinland's interest,
them the half acre which was the intention of old Mr.
and in the same year consolidated with Vantrump and
Riner to leave them, and which was the site of the presStubbs, who are the present firm, under the firm name
ent graveyard. The deed was made in the year 187 s,
of Van Trump, Talbert & Company. Their business is
and since then the place has been a public burying place.
in a prosperous condition. Besides a buggy manufactory,
the firm runs a saw-mill, an undertaking establishment,
THE MEDICAL STAFF.
and a pump business. In all they employ fourteen
The first physician in the township, as far as can be
hands, ten of whom are employed in the buggy departascertained, was Dr. Samuel Nixon, who was stationed in
ment. The capacity of the shops is fifty new jobs a
Winchester. Dr. Christian Sayler who is now the oldest
year, besides repairing, etc. The building is a large
physician in Gratis, studied medicine under him. The
four-story brick, is situated in the eastern part of West
latter has now retired from practice. The present memElkton.
bers of the medical staff in the township are Drs. William
EDEN LODGE NO. 147, I. 0. 0. F.,
Sayler, of Winchester, allupathic ; Isaac Kesling, of
was organized in the year 1850. It numbers about
Winchester, eclectic; J. S. Weinland, of West Elkton,
eclectic; W. C. Robertson, of West Elkton, allopathic; sixty-eight members. Th~ present officers are as follows: William Gregg, N. G.; John Flora, V. G.; Berry
W. S. Sayler, of Winche~ter, allopathic, and Daniel KepFlora, S. P. G.; H. C. Michael, recording secretary; R.
linger, eclectic. The two latter are just beginning their
C. Prugh, permanent secretary; J. W. Scott, treasurer.
practice, having only recently graduated.
The lodge house of the society is in Winchester.
INDUSTRIES.
THE FIRST SCHOOL
The buggy manufactories in the township are the
-~

~~~--

chief objects of interest; of these, the establishment of
Brookwalter & Fetherling is the oldest, being established
in 1833, by John Bookwalter (deceased). At the age of
sixteen he learned the trade of wagon making, and in
the year I 8 33 he started his shop in Winchester. After
following this business for some time, he was obliged to
turn to lighter work, on account of rheumatism, brought
on by a fall into a creek. He then started a buggy shop,
which is still run by Josiah Bookwa Iter, his son. He
afterwards sold out to his sons. During his business life

was doubtless kept by the Friends in the southern part
of the township, but the exact date cannot now be ascertain«d, nor the name of the teacher of the same.
The earliest school of which recollection is had, however, is one which was kept in the northeastern quarter
of section thirty-three, by Jesse Hobson, in the year
1 8o6.
The land where this school-house stood is now
owned by Samuel Hetzler. The building used was a
double roomed house which had been used as a dwelling
house. The early schools were all taught by subscrip-
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tion. Schools were held in deserted log cabins for
many years. These would be occupied during one
winter term, and at the next opening the school would
be located elsewhere. There are at present seven
schools which are under the supervision of the township. These are all large, roomy buildings, built of
brick and located at some convenient point easy of approach, generally at cross roads. The present board of
education of the township is composed of the following
gentlemen: Henry Glaze, Jacob Mullendore, Josiah
Powell, Daniel Kenworthy, E. R. Taylor, Anuel Gilford
and Milton Stubbs.
THE FIRST MILL.

The grist-mill of Dav.id and John Rohrer stands on
the site of the first mill of the kind ever built within the
limits of Gratis township. It was built by Abraham
Neff, in the year 1812, in section one. The building
was a frame one, built of lumber sawed at the saw-mill
which was built by Mr. Neff in the year 18o6. About
the same time a grist-mill was built in the southern
part of the township on Elk creek, by a man by the
name of Ferry. The third in the township was built in
section one, on Twin creek, by Samuel Taylor. It was
run by a stream called Chrisman's branch. These three
are all that were erected within the limits of Gratis, and
of them only one is now in operation. The old Neff's
mill was torn down in 1849, and the present building
erected in its place. It is of brick and stone, and is
five stories high, running three runs of stone. The sawmill at Rohrer's is the only one ever run by water in the
township. There are three steam saw-mills now in the
township-one at Winchester, one at Wt:st Elkton and
one at Greenbush.
THE UNDERGROUND RAILWAY.

an

During the war of the Rebellio~
institution existed
in southern Ohio which was the cause of considerable
ill feeling between the opposing factions in that part of
the State. This was an organization known as the "Underground Railway," and was organized with a view to
rendering assistance to any fugitive slaves who might
cross the Ohio river, and were desirous of reaching Canada. The society was splendidly managed, and it is a
matter of pride with those who were members, that not a
single slave was ever captured when once he had obtained a pass on the "Underground Railway." The
11Wdus operandi was somewhat as follows: The organization had members stationed along the banks of the river,
and it is even shrewdly surmised that agents were sometimes on the southern side of the stream. As soon as a
slave crossed the river he sought protection in the houses
of these members, and was immediately sent north to the
next station. From this point they were hurried by
friendly hands to the next station, provided the road was
clear; otherwise they were kept in safe hiding until the
"train" could be carried through in safety. Oneofthese
stations was near West Elkton, in Gratis township, and
was under the charge of one of the leading citizens in
that part of the county. This gentleman, whose name is
retained, declared that he had often had as many as five
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or six fugitives Or:t his hands at one time, waiting for a
safe pass northward. The transportation was generally
done at night, but urgent cases sometimes occasioned an
exception to this rule. The· agents ahead were at once
instructed if there should be any pursuit, to immediately place the northern bound passenger in hiding for
a season. The slave was instructed to watch for a certain sign, and if given him at at any time to follow without
questioning. This association often received threatening letters, but pursued their humane work regardless of
outside enmities. They claim that the number of fugitives who arrived in Canada in safety, through the assistance of the society, reached into the thousands.
MISCELLANEOUS

ITE~IS.

At the present day this township is strictly temperate.
As was remarked before, no dram shops of any kind arc
tolerated; but in days gone by this was not the case;
distilleries could be counted by the score, all through
the northern part of Gratis, although, owing to the influence of the Friends, few, if any, ever were erected below
the line of West Elkton.
The first distillery of which any record can be. obtained
was built in the northeastf!rn part of the township, about
the year 1811, by Christian Fall. This was only run fora
year or two. Daniel Chrisman started one in the same
part of the township, in 1824, which was kept in operation for over six years. About the same time one was
started in the same neighborhood by Peter Riner.
Around Winchester it is stated that as many as fifteen
could be counted within a circuit of two miles.
This country was settled by families from the Carolinas and Georgia, all of whom were farniliar with the work
of distilling, and each man who could alford it had a
copper still on his place. The article produced was of
the best quality. Each man used his own grain. Those
who could not alford a still of their own were accustomed
to exchange grain for whiskey. It was regarded as indispensable at every log-rolling or house-raising, and it
required a man of strong determination to refuse the
liquor to the workmen. It was gradually done, however,
until finally any attempt to manufacture the article was
frowned down by the majority of the citizens.
The first death in the township was that of Mrs. Nathan Maddock, who died in the year 18os, and was
buried in Fair Mound cemetery, near West Elkton. She
was the wife of one of the earliest settlers in the township.
The marriage of Walter Roberts, in the year 18o6, was
the first in Gratis. He is now living in Indiana.
THE FIRST WHITE CHILD

born in the township was Rebecca, daughter of Hezekiah
Philips. She afterwards married Jonas Brubaker, and is
now living west of Winchester, on the Eaton pike. She
has reached the age of seventy-six years, and is the
mother of five or six children. Besides being the first
white child born in the township, 1\Irs. Brubaker has the
honor of being the first female child born in the county,
Mr. George Hendricks, of Somers, being the first male
child.
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EARLY INCIJJENTS• .

No incident of a stirring nature seems to have occurred
during the infancy of the township. The settlers were
too close to the settlements along the Maimi river to
have very great fear of the Indians. These latter were
often seen passing through the township, but always in a
peaceable manner. They were always stopping to beg
food, and seldom failed to express gratitude.
The only event which seems to have impressed itself
on the minds of the early pioneers was a se\·ere fall of
snow in the winter of 1803-4. It was the heaviest ever
witnessed in the country, in many places reaching the
depth of thirty-two inches.
THE

PRESE~T

OFFICERS

of Gratis township are: Noah Brower, F. L. Raikes and
Daniel Gifford, trustees; G. W. M. Brook walter, clerk;
J. M. Matthews, treasurer; J . (;.Thomas and Lewis McKay, assessors; H. C. Michael and James Robinson,
constables; A. Stiver and Nathan Hornaday, justices of
the peace; P. S. Brower, W. S. Vickers, E. R. Taylor,
C. Platt, S. Eckhardt, James Robinson, S. Stonebraker,
M. Stubbs and George Hauger, supervisors.
No records of the early elections of the township can
be obtained. They have either been lost or else are laid
away in some corner among the papers of some early
pioneer, as there is no recollection of them now. The
first election was probably held at the residence of that
settler whose house was easiest of access to all. There
is no town house in the township. The elections are
held at the office of the township clerk in Winchester.
POPULATIO~

ANIJ VALUATION.

The present population of the township, according to
the last census, is two thousand three hundred and nine
(2,309). The value of property in the township, according to the returns of the assessors, is eight hundred and
sixty-six thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight dollars
($866,838). Of this amount, seven hundred and fortynine thousand six hundred and three dollars ($749,603)
is the value of the lands, and the remainder-one hundred and seventeen thousand two hundred and thirtyfive dollars ($I I 7,235) - of the buildings etc. The above
valuations include those of the three towns in the township, Winchester, West Elkton and Greenbush. The
property valuation of Winchester is fifty-seven thousand
nine hundred and forty-eight dollars ($57,948); that oi
West Elkton is thirty-one thousand eight hundred and
seventy dollars ($.~ 1,87o), and of Greenbush, four thousand two hundred and twenty dollars ($4,220).

BIOGRAPI-IICAL SKETCHES.
JOHN CHRISMAN.
This venerable citizen was born September 13, 1797,
in Guilford county, North Carolina, and is consequently
now in his eighty-fourth year. His grandfather, Jacob
Chrisman, was born and reared in Pennsylvania, and
afterwards remov.:d to Guilford county, North Carolina,
where, in 1775, his son Daniel was born. Subsequently
the Chrisman family removed to Rowan county, North
Carolina. Daniel Chrisman married about the year .
1785, Mary, the daughter of John and Elizabeth Ozias,
who had emigrated from Pennsylvania to North Carolina some years ago.
As has been stated, the subject of this sketch was
born in Guilford county, North Carolina, where his
father, Daniel Chrisman, continued to reside until the
year I8oJ, when, in company with his son and his wife's
parents, he decided to remove to Ohio. The little party
was six weeks on the tedious journey through the mountains, and they were very weary when at length they arrived at their destination, Warren county, near Springburough. Grandfather Jacob Chrisman lived in Warren
county during the remainder of his life. The Ozias
subsequently removed to this county and settled on
Twin creek. The former was an active minister of the
(;ospel and a life-long member of the old Presbyterian
church. He commenced preaching many years before
his emigration to Ohio. He travelled extensively, and
could speak fluently in both English and German. As
early as 1801 he made a trip to Ohio, and was undoubtedly one among the first Presbyterian ministers who
preached in Ohio. • After his emigration to this State he
frequently preached in this county. Being a very heavy
and not a very strong man, he was often compelled to sit
down while speaking. He died in 181o, aged sixty-six
years, six months and six days.
In August, 1805, Daniel Chrisman, having decided to
settle in Preble county, removed thither with his family.
He had to cut a road part of the way through the dense
forest, which on every side surrounded the spot in Gratis
township where the new home was to be built. The
first three days after their arrival were spent in a tent
made of the wagon cover, while the neighbors gathered
from all sides and assisted in the building of a rude
pole shanty, which served as a house until Mr. Chrisman could find time to build a more substantial log
house, in which he lived for some years, and afterwards
built the one that is still standing on the old home farm,
in which Mr. Chrisman, sr., continued to live during
most of his life. He entered the northeast quarter of
section eleven, a11d in the early days df his residence in
this county he undertook the ma11ifold hardships and
discomforts which fall to the lot of the pioneer. He
died February I2, 186I, surviving his wife ten years, the
latter dying March 2, I 8 51.
They left a family of five children, of whom John is
the oldest. Eliza, the only daughter, is the widow of
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John Crouse, and lives in Indiana; Solomon married
Elizabeth Shuey, and both are dead; Jacob married
Julia A. Riner, and Daniel married Eliza Ann Fudge.
John Chrisman has been a farmer all of his life, and in
early boyhood commenced to "make his hand " in the
field. His school days were brief. He lived on the old
home place with his father until the year I82o, and on
the twentieth of February, of that year, was united in
marriage to Mrs. Susan Hall, the widow of Richard
D. Hall, who emigrated from Newmarket, .Maryland, in
I8og, the year of his marriage. .Mrs. Chrisman, whose
maiden name was Fishbourn, was born in Frederick
county, .Maryland, February 8, 1791. When a little girl
;;he removed with her parents to Baltimore, and afterwards she became a resident of Newmarket, .Maryland,
whence she came to Ohio, and settled with her first husband on the farm where John Chrisman afterwards married her, and where they lived until her death, which occurred June I o, I 877, at the advanced age of eighty-six
years, four months, and two days.
Mr.and Mrs. Chrisman began life together in the old
log house, which for many years occupied the site of the
present substantial brick residence, which has stood as
it now is for full tiTirty years.
Mr. and Mrs. Chrisman were blessed with two children-daughters-Elizabeth and Catharine. Elizabeth
married Henry Riner and resides near her father. She
has three children: Charles W. and Susie, the widow of
Edward P. Johnson, and resides in Cheyenne, Wyoming
territory. John C. resides near his parents' residence.
Mr. Chrisman's second, and youngest daughter, Catharine M., married Jacob F. Stover, by whom she has had
one son, John C., who is living with his parents, at Mr.
Chrisman's. Although Mr. Chrisman's father and
grandfather were Presbyterians, he saw fit to connect
hims~f with the German Baptist or Dunker church, of
which for many years he has been a faithful member.
He has never engaged in the vexatious turmoils of political strife, and has always lived a quiet and industrious life.
Thus he has accumulated not only a large property hut has
also won the love and respect of the whole community.
Although having completed the full measure of his days,
his four score years, his bodily and mental powers are
still well preserved. While waiting to join loved ones on
the other shore, how fitting that in this, the evening of
his life, he hand down to his posterity the impress of his
features and the record of his life's history, which otherwise would be lost to the many loved ones who may survive him.

CHRISTIAN SAYLER, M. D.
Dr. Christian Sayler, of Winchester, Gratis township,
was born in Franklin county, Virginia, January 4, 18o4.
:o6
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His father, Martin Sayler, was born in Fredrick county,
Maryland, about I775· He moved to Virginia in I8oo,
and to Preble county in I Bog. He was a millwright by
trade, and many of the earliest mills in this part of the
county were built by him. He died June 2 I, 1852. Our
sbject began the study of medicine at the age of twentythree years, having first gained as good an education in
the common branches as was possible in the early days of
the settlement. He read first with Dr. Samuel Nixon,
and afterward attended the Ohio Medical college at Cincinnati, from which he graduated, and began the practice
of his profession in the year I83o. He has now been in
practice fifty-one years, and although not as actively engaged as he was a few years since, obeys all calls for his
serv1ces. He lives in a house which he built before he
was married, and has occupied no other during the long
period that has elapsed since that dwelling place was
new. He was a captain in the early day militia, and also
the surgeon of a regiment Politically, he is a Republican.
He has voted for fifty-five years, and has never missed a
single annual election. The following presidential candidates have received his ballot, viz : in I 828, Adams; in
I832, Clay; in I8;~6, Harrison; in I84o, Harrison; in
I844, Clay; in I848, Taylor; in I85z, Scott; in t856,
Fremont; in I86o, Lincoln; in 1864, Lincoln; in 1868,
Grant; in I872, Grant; in I876, Hayes, and in r88o,
Garfield. Dr. Sayler has been twice married. His first
wife, Esther Lyning, of New Jersey, died August 14,
I 834, after the birth of her second daughter. On
.March 3 I, I 836, he married his present wife, Catharine
Bence. Six children have been the offspring of this
union. Dr. Sayler's eldest son, by his first marriage,
James Sayler, is a prominent politician of Ohio, having
been four years in the assembly, and two in the senate.
His oldest son, by his second marriage, William Sayler,
studied medicine with his father, graduated from the
Ohio Medical college in 187 I, and has since been actively
engaged in the practice of medicine in Preble county,
with his home at Winchester. The youngest son, Winfield Scott Sayler, is also a graduate of the Ohio Medical
college, the same institution from which his brother al)d
his father graduated, the latter, more than half a century
ago. He graduated in the spring of 188o, and is now
located at Winchester.
Dr. Christian Sayler is possessed of a strong constitution; is still vigorous and sturdy, notwithstanding his
years and with the exception of one winter, has always
enjoyed excellent health. He is a man of remarkable
mirthfulness, which quality he inherits from his father.
Although his early educational facilities were very meagre,
he has, by extensive reading, accumulated a large amount
of valuable information, and has brought together, little
by little, a large library. He has led a very industrious,
active, upright life, and has long been one of the moSt
influential and respected citizens of Preble county.

HARRISON.
PHYSICAl. FEAT URES.

Harison township is situated in the northeastern corner
ot the county, and is known as township seven of range
three. It is bounded on the north and east by Darke
and Montgomery counties, while to the south and west
lie the sister townships of Twin and .:\lonroe.
The country in this portion of the county is hilly, except along the banks of the several creeks, where the
richest land in the township lies. To these bottoms the
attention of the pioneers was called, and these were the
first lands entered within the limits of the township. The
western parts of this township are more level than those
in the eastern portions.
The principal crops are corn and wheat. A good deal
of attention is also paid to the cultivation of tobacco,
and competent critics say that the quality is not much
inferior to that raised in those States where tobacco culture is a specialty.
Immense warehouses are being
erected in different parts of the township for the storage
of the fragrant weed.
About seventy-five per cent. of the soil of the township is cleared and under cultivation. Very little timber
is now found along the banks of the several streams, but
along the uplands it is still standing in large quantities.
The soil on the uplands is of a clayey nature, but in the
bottoms a rich loam is found. Beech, oak, and poplar
are the chief woods. Walnut is also found, but not in
such large quantities as the others.
There are several quarries in the township which yield
a good quality of gray lime~tone. This st0ne is in great
demand for pavement and foundation work. At present
there are as many as a dozen quarries in different parts
of the township. There are also two lime-kilns which
are in operation.
The prosperity of the township is doubtless largely due
to the presence of two railroads within its limits. These
furnish a ready means of transportation for the products
of the soil, an advantage which is denied some of the
other townships. Some years ago the people were led to
believe that a railroad was to be built which \YOuld cross
the southeastern corner, passing through I .ewisburgh, but
after spending an immense sum on the grading the work
was abandoned, much to the disappointment of the inhabitants of Lewisburgh.
Four creeks flow within the boundaries of this township, viz.: Twin, Miller's fork, Swamp, and Price's. Twin
crosses into Harri!Jon from Monroe, near the northeastern corner. It flows along the western side of the township for several miles. It then flows nearly east through
three sections and finally turns south again near Lewis
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burgh.
Miller's fork and Swamp creek are strictly
branches of Twin, but are of considerable size. The
former rises a little north of the dividing line of this
township and Darke county. Both Miller's and Swamp
flow into Twin creek about the same place, just east of
I.ewisburgh. Swamp creek rises near the vi\lage of Verona, in the northeastern part of this township, and was
named Swamp from the character of the country through
which it flowed. Price's creek crosses the township in
the southwestern corner. It only remains in the township a short while, confining all its meanderings to one
section, number thirty-one, and then passes on into Twin
township. The creek takes its name from Major Price,
one of the earliest settlers of Twin township, who located
on the banks of this creek. All of these creeks afford
good fishing, and, in Twin creek, some members of the
finny tribe often reach the weight of four and five
pounds. In earlier days these, with the game of the
woods, must have formed an agreeable, and, often, a
timely addition to the larder of the settler.
Harrison township boasts of the possession of three
or four pike roads, all in a line state of repair. One of
these, which runs due north and south through the center of the township, is a toll pike, as the traveller sometimes finds out to his discomfort. Of the other two, one
extends from the toll pike in section twenty-one, to the
northwest; the other is a part of the old N a tiona] road,
from Cumberland, ;vtaryland, to St. Louis, Missouri.
This road was the off.~pring of Heny Clay's genius, and
was intended to further the interests of the emigrants,
furnishing a good road through the best lands of the west.
It was completed only in the mind of the great orator.
A considerable portion is piked now-thanks to the
efforts of the counties through which it passed. The
other roads in the township are in a fair state of repair.
The hilly nature of the country, and the f.1.ct that
a board of supervisors is not now numbered among the
regularly elected officers of the township, is in a great
part the cause of the neglect of these roads in some portions of the township.
EARLY SETTLEMENTS.

The rich bottom lands along the three creeks which
cross this township were entered early in the present
century. The land is of the finest quality, and settlements were soon made upon both banks of the streams.
Twin was the first creek to be located upon. Consider·
able difference of opinion exists as to the date of the first
settler's entrance, although a\1 concur in the tradition that
the !irs! settler was George Leas, and that he settled on
section twenty·one, on the north bank of Twin creek.
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Leas was a Pennsylvanian, born in Cumberland county,
of that State. He probably entered the country soon
after the beginning of this century, as there were quite a '
number of settlements in the year I8o6.
The first settlement of any size was on Swamp creek,
where old Tobias Tillman had located with his family.
Tillman was an old man when he came to this country.
He had served in the war of the Revolution, and was
afterwards drafted into the War oi I8I2, but escaped
service by sending a substitute. The year before his
arrival in this county, his son, John, had arrived and entered his land. In the following year, I8os, Tobia s
Tillman, with hi.; three sons and seven daughters-- four
of whom were married before they came, and possibly
more-came to Harrison township and settled on Swamp
creek, in the eastern part of the township. His sons
were John, Jacob and Henry, and his sons-in-law were
Martin Rice, husband of Barbary Tillman; Alexander
.McNutt, who had married Betsey; Jacob Loy, who had
married Phrebe, and James Abbott, who had married
Catharine. This made a colony of eight able-bodied
men, sufficient for their own protection, and a strong addition to the force of the township. Tobias Tillman and
wife Nancy (Sharp), made the journey from Tennessee
on horseback, by riding turn about. His only possessions were a keg of powder and a horse. He immediately commenced cleanng land, and at the time of his
death was the owner of one hundred and sixty acres.
Mr. Tillman had eight children, none of whom are
now alive. John, who died in I85o, had seventeen children, nine of whom are still living, viz.: Jesse, who lives
in Darke county; John and Henry in Greenville, Darke
county; Joshua and Anderson live in Harrison township;
Martin lives in Darke county ; Polly lives in Darke county; Rachel lives in Illinois; Sally lives in Manchester,
Monroe township.
Anderson Tillman, grandson of the pioneer, was born
in I827, on the farm o~ which he is now living. He
married, in the year I852, Susan Emrick, who was born
in Twin township in I833· They have had six children
born to them, four of whom now survive. Mr. Tillman
owns a farm of about three hundred and twenty acres.
Both his farm and his handsome residence are evidences
of the prosperity of the owner.
Joshua Tillman was born in I824. In the year 1842
he married Cynthia M. Estabrook, who was born in New
York in I822. Eight children have been born to them,
three of whom survive. Mr. Tillman servec1 three months
during the war of the Rebellion in the Ninety-third Ohio
volunteer infantry. He was engaged at Perrysville and
Crabapple Orchard, in Kentucky, under General Jackson.
Alexander McNutt, a son-in-law of Tobias Tillman,
came from Tennessee with his father-in-law. He was a
native of Virginia, and served in the war of the Revolution. After moving to this State, he served in the War of
1812, and was stationed at Fort Recovery. He was at
one time a lieutenant of the Ohio rifle111en. To Mr. and
~Irs. McNutt there were born thirteen children, five of
whom are now alive, viz: John, Solomon, Peter, Jacob
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and Elizabeth. Mr. Alexander McNutt was the first
county surveyor.
At the time of 1\•lcNutt's settlement on Twin creek,
there was an old Indian named Possum, who had located
there, and had cleared up as many as eight acres. For
many years these two men were neighbors until, at last,
the Etzlers moved in and located near the place, where
the Indian was living. This was too much for the son
of the forest. Too much company drove him farther
west, and he left his laboriously cleared lands for the
settlers.
About this time Joseph Singer came into the settlement. He came on foot from Virginia, and camped
with the Indians for a year or two. He afterwards
settled on the west bank of Twin creek, on section
thirty-four. His wife was Elizabeth Rape. He had thirteen children, all of whom lived to raise families. Two
of his sons, John and Abraham, are now residents of
Lewisburgh. John's present residence is on the site
where his father built his first cabin, a Iitle affair about
fourteen by eighteen feet.
The northeastern part of the township was settled by
a party of Irishmen by the name of Cochrane. For a
long time they lived there, but finally left in I84o.
PJice's creek was chosen by John Judy, a Virginian,
as a settling place, in the year 1812. It is doubtful
whether any other settlements were made on this creek
within the limits of Harrison township. Judy is said to
have been the most powerful man in the settlements
around, and some strange stories of his prowess are still
related by the pioneers now living.
Tillman Rice was born in 18o2, and died in I875·
His wife, Mary, daughter of John Meroney, was born in
I 8os. She died one year before her husband. Tillman
Rice was the son of Martin Rice, one of the first settlers
of this township. Martin came to Preble county with
his father-in-law, Tobias Tillman, in the year I8o5. He
had married Tillman's daughter, Barbara, and settled on
the farm now owned by Michael Horn, near Lewisburgh.
He only stayed there a few years, artd then moved to the
farm now owned by Julius C. Rice. about one and a half
miles north of Lewisburgh. Only two of the children of
this pioneer are now living, viz: Jesse, who is living in
Harrison township, and Dicey (Colville) in Darke county.
Tillman Rice had six children, four of whom are living :
John M., William H. and Levi live in Indiana, and
Julius C. in this township. Mr. Rice owned a farm of
one hundred and twenty acres, where his son, Julius,
now lives. Julius C. Rice was born in Preble county in
1841. In the year 1862 he married Lydia, daughter of
Christian Sheller. One child was born them. His first
wife died in I 879. He afterwards married Sally A.,
daughter of Henry Horn. He owns a farm of ninety-four
and a quarter acres, north of Lewisburgh-part of the
farm entered by his grandfather, Martin Rice.
Alexander McNutt was born in Virginia, from which
State he moved to Tennessee, and afterwards to Ohio,
where he settled in Harrison township, in 18o5. His
wife was Elizabeth Tillman, a daughter of Tobias
Tillman, who was among the first to settle in this town-
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ship. He had thirteen children born to him, five of
whom are still living, viz : John, who is living in Wisconsin; Solomon, in Darke county; Peter, in Harrison
township; Jacob, in Indiana; and Elizabeth, who has
joined the Mormons. Peter McNutt was born in Harrison township, in the year I8I I, and in I832 married Margaret Vance, born in Preble county, in r8r6, and who died '
in 1875· He had eleven children by this marriage, nine
of whom are still living, In I88o he married the widow
Rogers, nee Catharine Etzler, born in Pennsylvania, in
I823. Mr. McNutt owns about one hundred and five ·
acres of land, besides se~·eral lots in town. He has ·1
given up farming, and is now residing in Euphemia_
Jacob McNutt was born in I834, and in 1855 married
Salome C. Lock, born in I83o. They have no children.
Mr. McNutt has been township supervisor, and has
always been identified with the interests of the township.
He still owns a farm of fifty-one acres, a part of the old
homestead.
John Lock, son of Captain John Lock, was born in
Maryland, about I 780. From Maryland he moved to
Euphemia, in Harrison township, about r8o5. His wife
was Elizabeth Stimell, who was Lorn in r 77S· John
Lock was drafted into the War of r8I 2, but escaped
service by sending a substitute. He owned the stone
mill at Rock Ridge, built by his father, and at present
owned by Bowman & Co. He died in Harrison township in I 8 56, and his wife died five years later, in I 86 I.
They had nine children, seven of whom still survive :
Sarah, widow of Adam House, lives in Monroe township; Eva, wife of Samuel Bunger, lives in Harrison
township; Peter is married and lives in Illinois; George
C., married, lives in Harrison township; Catharine, wife
of Levi Dillon, lives in Indiana; William M., married,
lives in Illinois; Elizabeth, wife of Jacob Price, lives in
Indiana.
Abraham Hapner moved from Virginia to Ohio,
and settled in Harrison to,.·nship, about r8o5. His wife
was Sarah Ott, born in Virginia. Auraham Hapner was
entirely without possessions of any kind on his arrival in
this State, but by dint of hard labor and industry, he
became possessed of a farm of two hundred and twenty
acres, which he left unencumbered to his children.
Hapner was in the War of I8I2. He died in Harrison
township. Seven children are still living, viz: Jacob,
married, lives in Monroe township; Jesse and Abraham
live in Harrison; Fred lives in Elkhart county, Indiana;
Eli, Susannah (Mrs. Charles Lock), and Andrew, all live
in Harrison township.
Jacob Werts was born in Pennsylvania in q83. From
Pennsylvania he move dinto Ohio, and settled in Harrison
township, section twenty-one, in 1807. His wife, Katherine Bosler, was born in Pennsylvania, in I 790. She
died in 1862, in Darke county, Ohio. Jacob Werts was
constable during the War of I8I2, and also captain of
the Ohio riflemen. He has had fourteen children, all of
whom lived to raise families. Of these nine are still living. Christopher, married, lives in Mercer county, Ohio.
John C. lives in Brown county, Indiana. Baltzer lives
in Illinois. Elizabeth, widow of Richard Phillips, lives
1

in Illinois. David, married, lives in West Baltimore.
William, widower, lives in Darke county. Sarah Ann,
widow of William Schlosser, lives in Jay county, Indiana,
Jesse S., married, lives in Illinois. Nancy Jane, wife of
Thomas Neal, lives in Allen county, Indiana.
In I8o9 John Aikman migrated to Harrison township,
section twenty-three, from Cumberland county, Pennsyl"·ama. He was born in New Jersey about q6o. In the
early part of the Revolution he served under Captain
Brady as a private, and participated in several engagements. He afterwards held several township offices in
Harrison township. His wife, Mary Dysert, a Pennsylvanian, died in I8o9 at Greenville, Ohio. He had six
children, one only of whom, Benjarr,in D., survives.
Benjamin D. Aikman was born in Cumberland county,
Pennsylvania, in I 796. His first wife was Rebecca Pilt::s,
born in North Carolina in 1796, died in I84o. He had
eight children, four of whom survive-William Franklin
born 1827, Elizabeth, born 1825, widow of Lewis Thomas
Benjamin E., born 1836, Joseph, born, I838. Benjamin.
D. Aikman was married again to the widow Rhine.hart
11ee Elizabeth Sellers, who was born in Virginia in I8o2.
By the second marriage he has had no children. Benjamin D. Aikman has held several township offices, viz. :
constable, trustee, supervisor, etc. He had a brother,
John, who served in the War of I 8 I 2 . He served for
twelve months in a block-house built on the Daniel Wolf
homestead in this township. Mr. Aikman has spent a
lifetime in clearing, and owns one hundred and sixty
acres of land. He has always liveq on the old homestead.
Thomas Wilson emigrated from Berks county, Pennsylvania to Harrison township about I8o9. His wife was
Elizabeth Leas, born about I8o2 . Wilson was justice of
the peace for six years-from I872 until I878, in which
year he died in Harrison township. His son, F. J. \\'i)son is one of the leading business men of Lewisburgh,
being largely engaged in dry goods, etc. His store is located on the si~e of the first store ever kept in the town.
John Ott, sr., was born in Virginia in 1785, from
which State he emigrated to Ohio and settled in this
township about I8o9. He was engaged in fighting the
Indians at Forts Greenville and Recovery during the
War of I 8 I 2. He was marrit!d twice. His first wife was
Mary M. Lock, who was born in I783, and died' in
1848. He was married subsequently to Anna Hinkel.
John Ott, son of the pioneer, was born in I82o. He
married for his first wife .Matilda Brown in I844· She
died the next year at the age of nineteen, leaving one
child- John A. Mr. Ott was married again in I848 to
Barbara Link, born in Virginia in 1822. By this marriage there have been born eight children, seven living
and one deceased, viz: Daniel, Matilda, Eliza Jane,
Sarah, Barbara Ann, George F. (deceased), Eliza and
Mary. The two last named are single, the rest are mar·
ried.
Patrick McGriff was born in South Carolina in I786.
From South Carolina he moved to Virginia, and from
there to Tennessee. Fr<>m this latter State he moved to
Ohio and settled in section six of Harrison township,
about 18Io. His wife was Elizabeth Price, of Mont-
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gomery county, Virginia. She was born in 1791 and
died in 1864, surviving her husband about ten years.
Patrick McGriff was constable for nearly fifteen years.
During the War of 18I2 he served under General Harrison as second lieutenant of the company commanded
by Captain Phillips. The children are : Price, who
lives in Darke county; Alfred, who lives in Darke
county; Phrebe married Uriah Gard, and lives in Manchester, Monroe township; Jackson, who lives in Harrison township; Elizabeth, who lives in Darke county;
Parker C., who lives near Ithaca, Darke county; Rachel,
who married Joseph Clark, and lives in Darke county.
Jackson McGriff married Lucinda Baker, of Darke
county, who was born in I842. They have four children, all of whom are living at home.
Jacob Kesler emigrated from Virginia and settled
about a mile south of where Lewisburgh now stands, in
the year I 81 I. The farm is now owned by A. P. Zeller.
Jacob Kesler was a soldier in the war for independence.
He died at the residence of his son George, near Lafayette, Indiana, in 1837, at an advanced age.
About I8I2 Abraham Lock moved from Maryland to
section twenty-one in Harrison township. He was born
in Frederick county Maryland, in 1796. His wife, Margaret Ott, was born in Virgmia, in 1794; died in Harrison township in 1869. Abraham Lock was at one time
the owner of a distillery in this township. He was a
private in the War of I8I2, and served in an engagement at Fort McHenry and at Baltimore. Lock was
always a prominent citizen of the county. He died in
1872, in Harrison township. The members of his family
were as follows :
John Lock married Deborah Dinwiddie, and lives in
Kokomo, Indiana. George E. married Phrebe Combs,
and lives in Harrison township. Abraham married
Elizabeth Harsh ~deceased); married a second time Jane
Brightwell, and resides in Harrison township. Eli, married Sarah Brown, lives in Kokomo, Indiana. Sarah
married Jacob McNutt, and lives in Harrison, township.
Michael married Susan Lyons (deceased) lives in
Kokomo, Indiana Peggy married David. Bender and
lives in La Salle county, Illinois.
Daniel married
Amanda Hapner, and lives in Harrison township. Mary
married George Faulkner, and lives in Kokomo, Indiana. George E. Lock married Phrebe Combs, and has
four children. Franklin married Jane Kisching, and resides in Harrison township. Levi married Josephine
Dequasie, and resides in Harrison township. Mollie
married Byron Ozias, and lives in Versailles, Darke
county. Daniel married Martha McGrew, and resices in
Harrison township.
John Wikle was born in Pennsylvania in 1777- He
emigrated from Virginia to Ohio in 18 I 2, and settled at
Lewisburgh, Harrison township. His wife was Catharine Shirer; born in 1777 in Pennsylvania, and died in
Darke county in r86I .
John Wikle was drafted into the army in 1812, but
sent a substitute. He cleared up about fifty acres of
land near Lewisburgh. He died at Lewisburgh in 1829.
Eleven children were born to him, of whom three only
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arc living: William, living in Harrison township; Magde len, widow of James Wilkinson, living in Darke county;
Phtebe, widow of Thomas Walker, living in Phillipsburgh,
Montgomery county.
William Wikle was born in 1801 in the Shenandoah
valley, Virginia. He married, in 1828, Katharine Yost,
born in Rockingham county, Virginia, in 18o8. They
have had seven children, four of whom are still living.
Andrew married and lives in Twin township. Elizabeth
married and lives in Dayton. Katharine-single- lives
at home. Lewis married and lives at Euphemia
William Wikle has been road commissioner, deputy
sheriff, and tax collector, and has held every township
office. He has also cleared up about one hundred acres
of land and owns about the same amount; also two lots
in town. At one time he owned about two hundred and
forty acres. He has always been a prominent citizen and
a hard working man. He had one son, Henry, who died
in Jefferson barracks durin~ the war of the Rebellion.
He enlisted in an Illinois regiment. His brother, Lewis,
was in the Ninety-thi:·d Ohio volunteer infantry, and saw
three years of hard service under Sherman.
In r814 Henry Hendrickson moved to section thirtyone from Virginia. He was born in I 787 in Roanoke,
this State. He married, in I82l, Catharine Wilt, who
was born in Westmoreland county, Virginia, in 1784.
Hendrickson was drafted in the War of 1812, but was
never called out. His son was drafted in the War of
the Rebellion but sent a substitute. Henry Hendrickson died in Harrison township in 1870. He has had
four children, three of whom are still living : Zachariah,
born in 1822, died in 1858; Katharine Jane, born in
1826-single-lives at home; David, married and lives
in Harrison township; Amelia, born in 1829, wife of
Samuel Covert. Mrs. Hendrickson holds the original
patent of the land granted by John Quincy Adams to
her husband, Henry Hendrickson. This is the only deed
they have ever had.
David Hendrickson was born in 1827. In 1854 he
married Katharine Hapner, born in Harrison township
in 1832. They have had ten children, seven of whom
are still living.
Henry Horn was born in Germany, in the year 1755·
At the age of nine years he came to America, and in
1815 he moved to Preble county from Rockbridge
county, Virginia. He settled on the farm now owned by
hi~ eldest surviving son, Michael, on section twentyseven, where he died in 1839. His body was buried in
the cemetery at Euphemi:t. His wife died in Virginia
the year previous to his removal to this county. He had
thirteen childreen born to him, of whom four survive,
namely: Sarah (Black), living in Lewisburgh; Michael,
living on the old home farm in Lewisburgh; Susannah
(McHuan), in Indiana, and Andrew in Logan county,
Ohio. Michael Horn was born in Virginia, in 1802.
He married Catharine, daughter of John Risinger, born
in Germantown, Ohio, in r8o8. They have had seven
children born to them, six of whom are still living, vi·.:
William, Elizabeth, Henry, Amanda, Allen T., and Isabel (Trimble). These all reside in Lewisburgh. Mr.
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Horn owns a farm of one hundred and forty acres, in , dred days' service in the last call of the rebellion, in the
One Hundred and Forty-fourth Ohio national guard.
sections twenty-seven and twenty-eight. His son, Allen
T. Horn, was born in Lewisburgh in 1S42, on the old
John B., born in 1S34, was married in 1854 to Ellen
homestead. In the year 1869 he married Frances B.,
Redman. They have had two children, one of whom,
Ella, born in I S66, survives. John B. has been road
daughter of William Sloan, born in 1850. Five children
commissioner and school director. He owns a farm of
were born to them, three of whom are living. Mrs. Horn
fifty-seven acres in Harrison township.
and the two children died in 1879. In 188o he married
Wil!iam Swisher was born in Pennsylvania, from
Fannie M., daughter of Jeremiah Gilmore, of Hamilton,
which State he moved to Ohio, and about 1Sq he setOhio, born in 1S57. Mr. Horn started business as a
druggist, in Lewis burgh, in 1S69. In the early part of , tled in Gratis township. He was for twenty-one years a
justice of the peace. His three children are living:
the war of the Rebellion he enlisted in company H,
Ninety-third Ohio volunteer infantry, and served about
Jesse, living in Darke county; Annie (Neff) who is livf0ur months. He was then attached to the field hospital
ing in Indiana, and Polly (Myers) liYing in Indiana.
near Murfreesborough, and afterwards sent to Nashville,
William Swisher, a son of the above, was born in
Pennsylvania in 179S, and died in 1863. He was marwhere he served over two years as the assistant steward
ried three times-first to Annie Boom, by whom he had
in charge of the drug department. He was discharged
one child; second to Charity Leas, who bore him two
in 1S65.
In 1S16 John Etzler moved from Maryland into Harchildren, and third to Julia Ann Fouk, born in 1822..
rison township.
He was born in Frederick county,
Mr. Swisher was a miller by trade, and for twenty years
ran the mill at Rock Ridge. His son Robert was born
Maryland, in qSS. His wife was Susannah C. Lock,
born in Frederick county, ~faryland, in 1776. She died
in 1836, and married Lydia A. Greer, by whom he has
in 1S4~, surviving her husband twenty-eight years. She
bad four children, all of whom are living. For four
was married a second time to John Vance, of Harrison
years he ran the mill, but after that· time sold out, and
township, by whom she had four children. Jolm Etzler
since then devoted his time to his farm and quarry.
Henry Cassell moved into Harrison township in 1816.
was a lieutenant in the War of 1812, and was engaged in
the battle of Fort J'vicHenry. He had four children-He emigrated from Virginia to Warren county, Ohio, in
Abdiel, born in IS I 3, married Rachel Kelley-still li,·1S12. He was born in Virginia. His wife, Christina
ing; 1\·l ary ~lagdalene married John W. Cullers, died in
Bickel, was born in Pennsylvania, and died in Harrison
IS79· Two others died in childhood. Abdiel Etzler
township in IS 52. Henry Cassell came to this country
has 'been town assessor for twenty-five years, from 1855
possessed of little or no capital. He came to Harrison
to I88o, and township supervisor from 1854 to 1855.
township, entered a quarter section, and by hard labor
His son, John W., was in One Hundred and Thirty-first
cleared one hundred and sixty acres. He also had a
Ohio infantry as private
farm of two hundred acres in Indiana. He died in 1S57,
John Brown was born in North Carolina in 1 797· He
in Harrison township. He has six children living, viz.:
settled in Harrison township about 1816. His wife was
Catharine, married to Peter Klinger, resides in Marshall
county, Indiana; Sarah, married to Isaac Klinger, lives
Eve Hoffman, who was born about 1793, and died in
1S73. They have tlm:e children living, viz.: Adam,
in Allen county, Indiana; Rhoda, single, lives at home
married, lives in Illinois; Jacob, married lives in Harriwith her brother; Eliza, married to Robert Calhoun (deson; David, married, lives in-Sonora.
ceased), resides in Baltimore, Harrison township; Samuel,
In 1817 John Bunger settled in section twenty-seven,
married to Mary Jane Nosworthy, lives in Richmond,
of Harrison township. He was born in Virginia in
Indiana; Allen, born in 1S16, is still single, and resides
on the old homestead. He was first lieutenant in the
q6o, and from that State migrated into Ohio. His
wife, Eve House, was born in \'irginia in 17 71, and died
Ohio light infantry for five years and first lieutenant in
Ohio volunteer cavalry four years. Mr. Cassell has alin Preble county in IS43· John Bunger was for six
ways been a prominent citizen of this township, and is
months in the Revolutionary war, and was engaged in
always identified with any improvements.
several battles. His son Samuel still lives on the old
John Mills, father of Joseph Mills, county commishomestead owned by his father. John Bunger died in
sioner, located at Lewisburgh, Preble county, Ohio,
1821 in Harrison township. He had fourteen children,
about the year I8o9. He was born in 1802, and was
three of whom are living, viz: Samuel, Eli and Simeon.
married to Marian Singer, who was born in Lewisburgh
Samuel Bunger was born in Virginia in 1So6. In
about 1So9. Mr. Mills finally removed to Wabash counIS31 he married Eva Lock, who was born in Harrison
township in 1S1 5· They have had eleven children, of ty, Indiana, where he still lives. He had ten children,
seven of whom are living--Joshua lives in Montgomery
whom eight still survive. John lives in Harrison towncounty, Ohio; Joseph in Twin township, this county,
ship; William lives in Euphemia; Elizabeth, wife of Levi
near West Alexandria; Henry in Wabash county, IndiBrown, lives in Euphemia; Rachel, wife of George
Chambers, lives in :Montgomery county; Sarah, wife of ana; Sebastian in Cass county, same State; Samuel in
Wabash county; Elizabeth, widow of John J. CunningAndrew Redman, lives in Illinois; Samuel iives in Harham, with her brother Joseph; Rebecca, wife of William
rison township; Mary, wife of Baker Dye, lives in HarH. Legitt, in Whitely county, Indiana. Joseph Mills
rison township, and Jacob lives at home.
was elected county commissioner in 1875, and is now
Samuel Bunger's son William was out in the one hun1
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- -- - - - , - - - - - - - -- -- --- ---- - - - - serving his second term. He was born in 1832 in this ' has always been a hard working, industrious man. He
township, and was married in 1857 to Amanda L. Curry, ' has always been identified with any improvements in the
the descendant of an early family in the county, and who
county. He has accumulated over five hundr.:d acres of
is now deceased. Mr. Mills has had four children, three
land, all but sixty of which has been distributed among
of whom are living.
his children.
John Schlosser was born in Adams county, PennsylvaChristian Disher, sr., settled in section thirty-five, in
nia, in 1781. In 1822 he moved from Pennsylvania into 1 the year 1829, having previously purchased a half section
Ohio, aPd settled in section twenty-three of Harrison
of land. He was a native of Maryland, born in q88,
township. He married, in 18o5, Magdalena Smetz, who
but when quite young removed to Botetourt county, Vir_
was born in Pennsylvania in q8r. When he came to
ginia, where he afterwards marricJ Frances Circle. He
Ohio he had only a few dollars. He drove two blin<l
('migrated to Ohio in 1829, as above stated, and resided
in Harrison towr:ship until his de.Hh, in J8jz, at the age
horses, taking twenty-three days to mal; e th~ jnurney.
By hard labor and perseverance he becam e posses,ed of uf eighty-four; his wife died previou~ly at the age of
a farm of three hundred acres, which he distributed , seventy-two. They r:~ised :1 family of five children, as
among his children. He died in 1868, in Harrison
follows: Captain ~fathias Disher, born January 1, 1817,
township, Preble county. There are four children now
and settled where he now lives, in Twin township, in
living- 1\'loses, born in 1814, married and lives in K:~nI8.u; Daniel, who lives in Euphemia ; Frances, wife of
David Kumler (deceased) ; Christian, who lives on the
•sas; Jonas, born in 1817, married and lives in Harrison
township ; Samuel, born in I82 I, married and living in 1 old homestead; and Catharine, wife of John Corder,
Illinois; and John, born in 1824, m:~rried and li,·ing in
also in this township.
Harrison township. John Schlosser was married in 1851
Daniel Wolf was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylto Lydia Pease, who was born in Harrison township in
vania, in 1804. From Pennsylvania he moved to Mary1833· They have three children - Noah; Mary i\lagda- land, and from there to Ohio. He settled in section
twenty-one of Harrison township, in the year 1830. His
lena, wife of William Swank ; and John. John Schlosser,
sr., was drafted into the war of the Rebellion, in the one
first wife was Caroline Bentz, who was born in Maryland,
hundred days' service, but sent a substitute.
in 18o9, and who died in Harrison township, in 1R52.
David Werts was born in Harrison township. At the
He had twelve children by this marriage, nine of whom
survive. His second wife was Mary Baker, born in 183 2.
age of seventeen he learned the trade of cooper with his
brother. He followed this trade for twenty years, at the
He has three children living born of this marriage. l\Ir.
expiration of which time he moved on a farm near West
Wolf had no capital when he came to this country. He
Baltimore. He afterwards bought the mill at Pyrmont,
afterwards received a lega cy of one tho11sand eight
hundred (18oo) dollars, and with this as a start he finally
Montgomery county, and in 1864 he moved it to \Vest
Baltimore. Mr. Samuel Arnold W<l;S his partner in this
became posses-cd of unc hundred and sixty acres of
transaction. The firm was Werts & Arnold. Mr. Arnold
land. He volunteered during the i\lexican war, but w:~s
sold out after fourteen months to Messrs. Stewart and
not called upon to serve. He served some time as
township supervisor.
Duncan. The firm w:~s then Werts & Company. Stewart afterwards sold out his interest to Studebaker. :\t
Peter Homan was born in Pennsylvania in I 797 .
About 18I3 he moved to Ohio and settled in Warren
this time they built their saw-mill. Studebaker sold out
to Stewart. The business was run for a time by Werts
county. In I83o he settled in Lewisburgh, Harrison
& Stewart. Finally, in 187 r, Mr. Werts bought Mr.
township.
Mrs. Homan (Sarah Brunden) was born in
Stewart's intt:rest in the business, and has been sole
Kentucky in 1799· l\Jr. Homan was :1 shoemaker and
proprietor ever since. It is owing largely to the presence
worked at his trade in Lewisburgh. He owned one hunof the mill that West Baltimore has grown to its present
dred and twenty acres in Preble county. They have had
seven children. Peter Homan died in LcwisLurgh in
size. Mr. Werts bought a portion of land of Mr. Hecathorn, and laid out part of the present town. In 1844
186o, and his wife died in 1366.
Mr. Wert~ married Elizabeth Piles, born in North CaroVincent Homan, the only surviving child of the above,
!ina in 1824- Eight children have been born to them,
now living in Ylonroe township, was born in 182o. In
seven of whom arc now living, namely: Rachd, Corilla,
1844 he married Eliza Ann Ebersole, born in Preble
Amanda, Jane, Joseph, Perry, and Elizabeth.
county, in 182 2. They have had five children, four of
Peter Studebaker was born about I 77 5, in Adams
~vhom survive. Mr. Vincent Homan has been township
county, Pennsylvania. From this State he migrated to
trustee and school director. At one time he owned one
Ohio in 1825, and settled in section sixteen, of Harrison
hundred and sixteen acres of land, eighty acres of which
he ga,·e to his son. He also gave each of his daughters
township. His wife, Barbara, was born in Northampton
a home, and is now farming thirty acres.
county, Pennsylvania, about q8o, and died in 1838.
He volunteered in 1812, afterwards bought and cleared
Joseph, son of ~fatthias Corwin, was born in section
one hundred and sixty acres of land. He has two chi!six of Harrison township in the year 183o. In 1855 he
drcn now living : David Studebaker, born 1813, married
married Jane Martin, who was born in Twin township.
in I84o, Rachel Mills. They have nine children living
She died in I857, leaving one child - Oscar. ~Ir. Corand three deceased. Mary married Jonas Schlosser,
win married again in 1861. His second wife was Barbara Pease, born in Harrison township in the year I 836.
and resides in Harrison township. David Studebaker
1
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They have eight children. Mr. Corwin served durmg the
war of the Rebellion. He enlisted in May, 1864, in the
Fifty-sixth Ohio national guard. Afterwards he was mustered into the United States service as private in company
C of the One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Ohio volunteer infantry. In September, 1864, he was mustered out at
Camp Dennison. He was engaged at Cumberland, Maryland.
Andrew Zeeler was born in Berks county, Pennsylvania m· 1791. From Pennsylvania he emigrated to Ohio,
and in 1834 settled in section thirty-four of Harrison
township. His first move into Ohio was made in 18o6,
at which time he settled in .Montgomery county, Ohio.
Mrs. Zeller, nee Mary Hontz, was born in 1793 and died
in 1874. Mr. Zeller died in Euphemia in 1864. He was
engaged in the War of 1812 after moving to this State.
Six children were born to them, four of whom are now
living. Sarah, widow of Adam Riggle, resides in Chicago, Illinois. Maria, wife of Samuel Flickinger, lives at
Seven :Mile, Butler county, Ohio. Andrew P. lives in
Harrison township. Catharine, wife of A~her H. McCowen, lives in Cook county, Illinois.
Andrew P. Zeller was born in Montgomery county in
1824. In 1848 he married Maria Flickinger, born in
Butler county, Ohio, in I83o. They have had nine children born to them, seven of whom still survive. Of these
the six youngest still live at home. .Mr. Zeeler has been
township trustee three times. He owns a farm of four
hundred and forty-seven acre~. all of which is in a good
state of cultivation.
Elias Bunger was born in Greenbriar county, VIrginia,
in the year 1 8o9, and came to Preble county with his
father in 18I7. In 184o he married Nancy Utz, who
was born in Rockingham county, Virginia, in 1812.
Eleven children have been born to them. Mr. Bunger
has been an elder in the Lutheran church for several
ye:~rs.
His sons Samuel, William and Andrew were in
the war of the Rebellion. At the time he commenced
life for himself he had only fifty cents, which was all that
remained after paying the marriage fee; but by dint of
hard labor and economy he accumulated a farm of two
hundred acres.
Frederick Miller was born in Pennsylvania in the year
q6o. He afterwards moved to Virginia and from there
to Tennessee. From this latter State he moved to Ohio,
and in 1804 he settled in Twin towhship, where he died
in 1835. His wife, Elizabeth (Sharpe), was born in
Pennsylvania in q62, and died in Twin township in the
same year as her husband. Nine chiidren were born to
them, one only of whom, Solomon, is living. Mr. Frederick Miller was at Yorktown at the time of the surrender of Cornwallis, and witnessed the transaction. He
was also the first man that ascended Miller's fork, which
was named from this fact. He took a prominent part in
the War of 18I2. The soldiers were in the habit of
making his house a place of rendezvous.
He entered one hundred and sixty acres of land, and
built the second brick house in the county, between Lexington and West Alexandria. The building is still standing on the old spot.

Jacob F. Miller was born in Hawkins county, Tennessee, in the year 1792. His first wife was a Miss DeCamp, who bore him two children, neither of whom survive. In 1827 he married the widow Pierce nee Dicy
Weaver, born in Virginia in 1799 Nine children were
born them, eight of whom still survive. Mr. Miller died
in Monroe township in 1849, and ~is wife died in I88o.
James \V. Miller, son of the above, was born in Monroe township in 1837. In 1864 he married Ann Charman, who died in 1868. Two children were born him
by this marriage, both of whom are dead. In 187 I he
married Martha J. Banta, b::>rn in Preble county in 1845.
They have two children. J. W. Miller attended the
eclectic school of medicine in Cincinnati, where he
graduated in 1862. Since that time he has practiced his
profession both in Indiana and in this State. For the
last five years he has practiced in West Baltimore, of this
township, where he is at present residing.
Jesse Smith moved to Ohio from Adams county,
Pennsylvania, and in the year 1833 settled in Preble
county, near Euphemia. His first wife was Jane, daughter of Michael Deitrich, by whom he had eight children,
seven of whom are still living. Mrs. Smith died in
1835. He soon afterwards married Mrs. Eliza Dephendall, by whom he had eight children, of whom six survive. Jacob, son of Jesse Smith, was born in 1824, and
in 1844 married Julia Ann, daughter of William Swisher,
born in 1822. He had two children by this marriage,
one of whom is living. His first wife died in 185o, and
the following year he married Sarah Keltner, born in
1833. Four children were born to them-all now living.
Mr. Smith owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres,
where he has lived since 1849.
David Hoftinan came to Preble from Montgomery
county, and settled on the farm he now owns, which is
located in the northern part of the township. He was
born in 18o4, and in I 828 married Catharine Shuler,
born in the year 18oo. She died in 1870 leaving a family of three children. Mr. Hoffman married, in 1877,
Sarah D. Hubley, born in the year 1813. He was at one
time the owner of one hundred and sixty acres of land,
all of which he divided among his children. His son,
Ephraim, served during the war of the Rebellion, during
the hundred days' service.
Samuel Dinwiddie settled in section fifteen of Harrison township. He was born in 1777, in New Castle
county, Delaware, and emigrated to Ohio from that State
in I 803, but did not settle in Harrison township until
1834. His wife, Mary Reed, was born in 1785, in
North Carolina, and- died in Warren county in 1832.
They have had five children: James R., born in 1817,
married Sarah Niswonger, deceased in 1844-he re·
sides in Sonora, Harrison township; Eliza married Louis
Thomas, deceased; Deborah married John Lock, and
lives in Kokomo, Indiana; Ruth married John Thomas,
and resides near Baltimore, Harrison township.
James R. Dinwiddie has held several offices of trust.
He was justice of the peace from r86o to 1863, and is
now township trustee. He has one child, Mrs. Michael
Brown.

•
John Brower,"the grandfather of the subject of this sket~h. emigrated
to Ohio from Rockingham county, Virginia, in IBOI, and settled in
Montgomery county, near Germantown. He lived there until his
death, which occurred several years after his settlement.
His wife
Magdaline survived him, and died in Indiana. His children were John,
Abraham, Jacob, George, Susan, Polly, and Betsey. All are now dead
except George, who resides in Miami county, Indiana, and is over
eighty years of age. Abraham, the father of our subject, was a native
of Rockingham county, Virginia; married near the close of the last
century, Elizabeth, daughter of George Harter, who was one of the
early emig.ants from Virginia to Preble county . Abraham Brower,
moved out from Virginia in IBOI, and settled on Little Twin, in Montgomery county, where he resided until IBIS, when he moved to Preble
and settled in the woods on the farm now owned by George T. Potterf. He died in IB2I, aged about forty-two, his wife surviving him
many years. They were the parents of twelve children, five boys and
seven girls, viz.: John, Polly (Banta), Rebecca (Shively), Catharine
(Hart), Nancy (Teal), Joseph, Susan (Parker), George, Elizabeth
(Hart), Abraham, Henry, and Christena (Campbell). All are living
except the first three.
George Brower was born in Montgomery county, Ohio, December
22, I8Io. His educational advantages were limited to the subscription
schools of pioneer days, and he attended those but very little after his
father's death. His father died when our subject was but eleven years
of age, and although he left his family a comfonable home, it was necessary for the children to be industrious, which term in those times signified to work bard. When about seventeen our subject cleared for
Henry Brower six acres of land, and received for the work one dollar
per acre. The six dollars were paid in silver, which seemed a large
sum, and with the money he purchased a cassinet coat, which is remembered as an imponant event in his life. He continued to remain
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at home, but worked out at whatever offered itself. From I8J6 to
IB37 he conducted successfully with his brother John the Eagle hotel
at Eaton . On April 2oth, of the latter year, he married Christina
Swihart, daughter of Adam Swihart, of Gasper township, born July t,
IBI4. For one year he resided on a small farm belonging to his
mother, and in the spring of I838 moved on to the ol'd William Campo:
bell place. The following autumn he moved on to the homestead, and
soon after began purchasing the interests of the other heirs, eventually
acquiring the entire ownership of the farm. Mr. Brower has since
bought and sold a number of times, but has constantly increased his
prosperity, and is now recognized as one of the leading agriculturists of
the county. He was formerly a Whig, but since the formation of the
Republican party has been a staunch adherent of that organization.
He has never aspired to office, but the experience acquired in an active and busy life has qualified him for any office that he would accept.
In the tall of IB66 he was elected county commissioner, and served
three years. His wife died February aS, I866, and February 29th, of
the following year, he was married to Mrs. Harriet Baker, widow of
Evan Baker, esq., an attorney of Greenville, Ohio. Mrs. Brower's
maiden name was Gain, born in Baltimore county, Maryland, March
24, IBIS. Mr. Brower is the father of nine children by his first marriage, as follows: William H., born May 30· I838, living in Darke
county; Annanias, born February I6, I840, died November 9. Ill45;
Thomas J., born December :110, 184I, living in Miami county, Indiana;
Benjamin F., born March 22, Ili44, residing in Wabash county, Indiana; JosephS., born February I, I846, residing in Darke county; D.
L., born September I, I848, of Washington township, this county,
an infant died February I4< tSso; Susan E., born November a, I852;
wife of Jesse B. Rollman, of Washington township; Mary Ellen, hom
March IO, t8S7· wife of Walter Surface, of Sonora.

_M!,_Cassel's "[ather was ot:_English, and his mother of German, descent.
His ·rather, Henry Cassel, was a] native, of Wyth county, Virginia,
Where he was born Movember 20~ 1773. He married Christena Bickel,
who was_born_in~Pennsylvania in 1777. They emigrated from Virginia
to" Ohio, with a company of eight_families, in 18t2. They crossed th"
Ohio river at Cincinnati, which was then but an insignificant village,
and while tarrying there, Mr. Cassel was offered a quarter section of
land adjoining the town in exchange for his team and wagon. He,
however, had left Virginia on account of the hills and could not see
that a settlement among the hills of Cincinr:ati would better his condition. He continued his journey into the interior of the State until he
arrived near where Lebanon, the county seat of Warren county, now
stands, where he rented a farm. Four years afterwards-m the fall of
r8r6-he moved to Preble county and settled in Harrison township,
entering one hundred and sixty acres in section thirteen, which is now
owned by his son, Allen. Here he erected his log cabin and began
pioneer life. His cabin was replaced by the present residence in about
the year 1836. In 1840 Mr. Cassel bought, or entered, two hundred
acres in Allen county, Indiana, near Fort Wayne. He died May 14,
r857, his wife having preceded him nearly five years. They were the
parents of twelve children, nine of whom they raised, viz. : Catharine
(Klinger), born April 22, 1797• now aged nearly eighty-four, and living
at Plymouth, Indiana; Elizabeth (Klinger), born July 4• 1799 (deceased); Saro~h (Klinger), born Decembers. rB:>I, living near Fort Wayne,
Indiana; Rhoda Ann, born June to, r8o6, unmarried and living with
her brother, Allen; Rachel and Elia1 (twins), born August 31, r8o7.
Rachel (now deceased), was the wife of Christian Parker, of Fort
Wayne, and Eliza is the widow of Robert Calhoun, and resides in West
Baltimore, Preble county, Ohio. Samuel Cassel, born December n,

rBog, li\·es in Richmond, Indiana; AllenC.,wasbom September 15, r8r6;
Daniel, born October s. r8r9, is dead. Two boys and a girl died when
young.
Allen Cassel, the subject of this ~ketch, grew to manhood under the
disadvantages as to education, which farmers' boys usually enjoyed in
those times, never having attended school more than about six months.
When a lad of not more than ten years he used to go on horseback to
mtll on the Stillwater, in Miami county. This was no small undertaking. There were but few settlements along his route, and the journey frequently consumed two days. From rB~o to rl4o, when there
was a large emigration to Indiana, our subject made a number of trips
by wagon for the purpose of removing families to their new homes.
As showing the difficulties of travel in those days it may be mentioned
that on the occasion of moving his brother-in-law, Christian Parker, to
Fort Wayne, the journey required nine days, during which the party
did not once sleep under cover. On another occasion the following
incident occurred : While travelling along in the dusk of the evening
Mr. Cassel saw hy the side of a log near the road what he supposed to
be some wild animal. Taking his gun from the wagon he rn.ised it tohi1
face, when at that instant the movement of another object by the side of
the other disclosed to his astonished gaze the form of a child. On going
up to them he found a squaw and pappoose preparing a place for the
night. Only a short distance away was an Indian village, and our subject had great reason to congratulate himself that he had not made the
fatal shot. In the old militia times Mr. Cassel was first lieutenant of
light infantry, and also of cavalry. After the death of his parents be
purchased the homestead, to \\ hich he has since added thirty acres.
Mr. Cassel is a man of great energy and industry, of sound judgment,
and is one of the substantial farmers of the county. He is unmarried
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Jonathan Pease was born in l\lonmouth county, New
Jersey, in 1806. He moved from New Jersey in 1838,
and settled in section sixteen of Harrison township,
where he now resides. His wife, Diana Stillwell, was
born in Monmouth county, New Jersey, in 1799· Mr.
Jonathan Pease has always been an active citizen, and is
always identified with any improvements in the township.
They have a family of six children living, as follows:
Ann Eliza, wife of William Cox; Cornelius, who married
Ellen Robinson; William, who married M. Amy Sellers;
Margaret Jane, single; Werta R., who married Isabel
Childers; John N., who married Caroline Foster; all are
living in Harrison, except Cornelius, who resides in
Monroe.
Joseph Hoffman was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1780. He emigrated to Ohio from Maryland in 1838, and settled in section twenty-seven, of
Harrison township. He was a minister of the United
Brethren for fifty-two years, both in this county and
Baltimore, Maryland. His wife, Susannah Limbert,
was born in Pennsylvania in 1781, and died in Euphemia
in 1847. They have five children still living, viz: Eli,
born iTa z8o6, married and living in Harrison township;
Henry, born in I8u, lives in Dayton, Ohio; Joseph,
born in 1813, lives in Champaign county, Ohio; Kemler,
born in I826, ltves in Harrison township; Susannah,
born in I8xs, married John Stife and Jives in Dayton.
Eli Hoffman was married in 1829 to Elizabeth Waymire
and has four children now living. He was for twentyeight years a minister of the United Brethren and a
member of the Miami conference.
John Eberly was born in I816, in Pennsylvania. From
that State he moved to Ohio. About I84o he moved
from Butler county to Preble county, and settled in Harrison township. Mrs·. John Eberly was formerly Sarah
Wikle, bornin Pennsylvania in x8I5. She died in x87I,
in Harrison township. John Eberly died in 1844.
They have had four children, three of whom surviveDaniel, living in Montgomery county; Peter, living in
Montgomery county; Eli, living in Harriscm township.
Eli was born in Harrison township in I844; married in
I872. His wife, Henrietta (Smith), was born in 1849,
in Twin township.
He owns and . farms about eighty
acres in Harrison township, and is still living on the old
homestead.
John W. Cullers was born in Muskingum county, Ohio,
in the year 18I I, and moved to Preble county in 1842.
The same year he married Mary M. Etzler, who was born
in Frederick county, Maryland, and who died in Harrison township in 1879. Seven children were born them,
five of whom still survive, namely: Catharine E., William S., Milton L., Rachel A., and Rosetta B. Mr.
Cullers was constable while in Montgomery county, and
school director for several years in Harrison township.
William T. Burk was born in 1799· He came to
Ohio from Tennessee and settled where W. W. Burk
now lives, a short distance north of Sonora. In 1823 he
married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Ballard. Twelve
children were born them, nine of whom are now living.
W. W. Burk was born in 1838. lr 186I he married Lo-
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cetta Odell, born in I 840. Two children have been born
to them. Mr. Burk owns a farm of about fifty acres
about a mile north of Sonora, on the pike.
John Yohe was born in Montgomery county, in the
year 1833. He moved to Preble county in I847, and
settled in Twin township. In 1857 he married Elizabeth
A. Rape born in Twin township in 1831. They have
four children. In 1857 he moved to Lewisburgh, and
in 1863 he commenced to run a saw-mill, which he still
owns and runs. It was first built, by Michael Cotterman, and was brought from Pyrmont, Montgomery
county. Mr. Yohe has added many modern improvements, and has a mill capable of turning out six thousand
feet of lumber a day.
Abraham S. Dye settled in Euphemia, Harrison township, in I84o. He was born in Butler county, Ohio, in
18I8. He was married five times. His first wife was
Mary Marshall, of Montgomery county, died 1840; his
second, Esther Ann Baker, of Darke county, died I848;
his third, Elizabeth l\·farshall, of Preble county, died
1849; his fourth, Susan Angel, died in x862, and his last
was Sarah, widow of Alexander Cooper, of Preble county.
Of his children, William married Angeline Bonner, and
resides in Harrison township; Clarke B. married Miss
Bunger (deceased); his second wife was Mary Bunger;
he is living in Harrison township; Charles W. married
Amanda Ebersole, and lives in Missouri; Edmund S. is
studying law with Judge Campbell, of Eaton, Ohio; Carl
Dewitt and Joseph Earl live at home. Seth Dye, the
father of Abraham, was born in Middlesex county, New
Jersey, in 1790, and died in Harrison township in x86o.
Margaret Simpson, wife of Seth, was born in Middlesex
county, New Jersey, in 1793, and died in Harrison township m 1872.
Michael Cottl'rman, came to Preble county in 1845,
and settled in Lewisburgh. He was born in Montgomery
county, Ohio, in the year I821. In I846 he married Mary
E. Hapner, who was born in Twin township in I8I8. Eight
childn:n have been born them, five of whom are now
living, viz. : Elmira, Melissa, Dora, Oliver, and Caroline.
Mr. Cotterman has been a township trustee for two terms
and township treasurer for four years. During the war of
the Rebellion he was drafted into service, and went as
far as Fort Dennison, but was refused on account of disability. He is a carpenter by trade, and has always followed this business.
He owns a saw-mill in West
Manchester, Monroe township, which is valued at fourteen hundred dollats. At one time he was the owner of
the saw·mill in Lewisburgh, now owned by John Yohe.
Dr. John M. Pretzingcr was born in Wurtemberg,
Germany, in the year l8o8. In I 835 he came to America He moved to Preble county from Darke county in
1845, and settled in Euphemia, where he has since resided.
His wife, Sophia, daughter of Christopher
Rempler, was born in Prussia in the year 18I4. They
had thirteen children, all of whom lived to be married.
Of these seven are still living. Dr. Pretzinger · has two
sons and four sons-in-law who are members of the mediHe himself belongs to the eclectic
cal profession.
school of medicine.
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John D. Niswonger, born in t8tt, in .!\Iontgomery
county, Ohio, settled in Sonora, Harrison township in 1848.
He was township trustee for several years, and ever since
his arrival in Sonora has been identified with the business interests of that place. In t866 Mr. Niswonger, in
partnership with William Leas, started a large dry goods
store, and also began purchasing grain. Mr. Le:1s sold
out, and Horace Niswonger, a son, was taken into partnership. The business is now condurtecl by the son,
under the name of Niswonger & Son. The business of
the firm has increased rapidly and they are now among
the largest buyers of grain in the county. Horace w:ts
postmaster at Sonora tor seven nr eight years. During
the war of the Rebellion he volunteered in the one hundred days' service in the One Hundred and Fifty-sixth
Ohio volunteer infantry. Mrs. John 0. Niswonger, nee
Mary Ruse, was born in l\lontgomery county in 1822.
They have six children.
John F. Davis was horn in \\'arrt"n county, Ohio, in
1820. In 185o he settled in seninn six. His wife,
Mary Corwin, born in Warren county in r8r S, is still living. Mr. Davis was drafted in the war of the Rebellion,
but did not serve, inasmuch :1s the citizens subscribed and
cleared the township. Three of his four children are
living. James C. Davis, his eldt·st son , volunteered
during the late war and became a member of the
Seventy-ninth Ohio volunteer infantry, company .'\. He
was in the battles of Rocky Face, Snake Creek ( ;ap,
and Resaca. He was mustered out at the close of the
war in 1865, after three years service. He lost a finger
in one of the engagements with the enemy. Judge W.
W. \Vilson, of Lebanon, Ohio, was captain of his rompany, and H. G. Kennett, of Cincinnati, colonel of the
regiment. B. F. Davis was in the one hundred days' servrce.
R. \V. Davis was born about I826, in Warren county,
Ohio, and with his hrother settled in section six about
1850. His first wife, Reberca llradenburg, was born in
I 829, and died in 1849. His second wife, ~fary E .
Smith, was born in 1829. By his second marriage he
had four children, all of whom are living.
Leonard Brock moved from Virginia and settled in
Harrison township about r8so. His wife, l\Iary Ann
(Voze), died in Union county about 1843. They had
five children, four of whom are dead.
Joseph, the sole survivor of the family, was born in
1833· He married Susan Yay, born in t835, and has
had eight children, six of whom survive: William, _married, li\·es in Darke county; the remaining five, Joseph,
Augustus, Noah, Perry, and Elmer, li\•e at home.
Ferdinand Grupe was born in Wurtemberg, Germany,
in I8t4- He came from Pennsylvania to Ohio in the
year I 85 1. He settled in Somers township, and died in
Harrison in I879· His wife was Elizabeth Spice.Louis E. Grupe was born in 1843. In 1864 he married
Margaret Barnet, born in 1844, in Somers township.
Mr. Grupe served for two years in th·~ war of the Rebellion. He was a private in the Twentieth regiment
Ohio national guard. He was discharged after the battle of Stone River.
lie was engaged in many hard
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- - - -- -- - - -- - - - - - -- - - fights. At present he owns a flour- and saw-mill at West
Baltimore.
James Hunt was born in Montgomery county, Ohio,
in t8q. In 1854 he moved to section three, of Harrison township. Mrs. Hunt, formerly E. Seybold, was
born in \\' arren county, in 1822. They had ten chi!
dren, nine of whom are still living: Catharine, wife of
Jesse Studebaker; Lavina, wife of Hiram Hecathorn,
lives in Harrison township; George W., married, lives in
Baltimore; J oscph, married, lives in Darke county.:
Aaron lives at home; Jane, wife of Edward Bowline,
lives in I )arke county; ~lary, wife of Frank Pease, lives
in I >arke county; Lizzie, single, lives at home; 1\largaret,
wife of Aaron Heller, livt:s in Darke county. ~h. Hunt
is one of the most prominent and wealthy citizens in the
townshtp. He owns about three hundred and thirty
acres, and his residence and buildings arc the handsomest of their kind in that neighborhood.
Hiram Hecathorn was born in 1842, in .\tontgomery
county, and settled in Harrison township, section ten, in
rSss- He marrricd Lavina Hunt, born in 1844, and
has frve children: Seymour, Elmer, Annie Mary, Luther,
and Malinda. Mr. Hecathorn fanns one of the best
and largest farms in the township. He owns one hundred ar.d sixty acres, and rents an additional one hundred and sixty acres. He has always been identified
with any improvments in the township, such as churches,
schools, roads, etc.
John W. Werts came to Ohio from Virginia in 1844.
He was born in Virginia in t8o4, and in 1829 he married
Catharine Grisso, who was born in I8o9. · He first settled near Pyrmont, Montgomery county; from there he
moved to Preble. Ten children were born to them,
eight o(whom survive. He died in 1873· His farm
contained about one hundred and seventy acres in section ten . John Werts, son of John W., was born in
Preble county in 1844. In 1870 he married Mary E.,
daughter of Tobias Selby, born in I851. Mr. Wens has
lived in West Baltimore for eleven years and has engaged
in general merchandizing with David Werts, under the
firm name of n. & J. Werts. During the war of the
Rebellion he enlisted in company H, of the Ohio volunteer infantry, and served under General Jackson. He
was afterwards discharged for disability.
George Ruff was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, in
182 1. In r84 7 he emigrated to America and settled in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. While there he married
Annie Reahfus, born in Germany, in 1823. He movt.•d
to Preble county in 185 5, and commenced business as a
tanner in Harrison township. His building is the distillery built by Bolin, and which was discontinued. Mr.
Ruff's business is the manufacture of shoe and harness
le:1ther. He has had seven children, three of whom are
still living.
John Schneider was born in Wurtemberg, Germany,
in 1819, and came to America in 1847; he went to Cincinnati, and lor three years followed the bakery business.
In 185o he moved to \Vest Alexandria, where he stayed
until I 8 s6, at that time he moved to Lewisburgh, where
he has lived ever since. For the first four years he fol-
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lowed his trade as baker, at the expiration of which
time he bought a small house from Franklin Payne. To
this he built extensive additions and began business as
proprietor of the Eagle hotel, and has been in that position ever since. In 1853, while in West Alexandria, he
married Anna M. Schlotterbeck, born in Wurtcmbcrg,
Germany, in 1833. Four children have been born to
them, all of whom are living. As hotel proprietor Mr.
Schneider has been successful, and is at present at the
head of an establishment that does credit to his skilful
management.
Perry Turner was born in Montgomery county, Ohio,
in 1825. In the year 1856 he moved to Preble and
settled at Lewisburgh. In 1847 he married Mary F.
Martin, born in Kentucky, in 1828. Their only child,
Oliver .M. Turner, is married and living in Lewisburgh.
When Mr. Turner first came to Lewishurgh he carried
on a distillery, which he run from 1857 to 1871. In 1863
he took the flour-mill of which he has e\·er since been
the proprietor. This mill occupies the site on which
the first mill that was built in the township stood. The
old mill was built as early as 1809, but who was the
builder is a matter of doubt. Some claim the honor for
Henry Horn, but Zachariah Hole was probably the one
who built there. The first mill was of logs. In the
year 182 5 the mill was rebuilt; this building was a frame
one, and the first of the sort in the township. The mill
is forty feet square, and has three run of stone. It is
furnished with every modern improvement, and is capable of turning out fifty barrels of flour in twenty-four
hours. The mill may be run either by water or steam
power.
Peter Cox was. born in Virginia about 1793, from which
State he moved to Ohio, and in 1818 he settled in Twin
township, at Scuffietown spring. He died in Harrison
township in I 862. He was drafted into the War of I 812.
but sent a substitute. In 1812 he married Sarah Liptrap, born in 1789, and who died in 188o, in Harrison
township. He had six children: Susannah, Mary, Elizabeth, Hugh, William and Sarah. Mr. Cox had no pos·
sessions at the time of his arrival. He and Peter Wiseman came at the same time in one wagon, each owning a
horse. He afterwards became the possessor of one
hundred and eighty acres of land.
John Ozias was born in Guilford county, North Carolina, in the year q82, and in I8o3 moved to Ohio, and
settled in Twin township. He died in Harrison township in 1870. His wife was Elizabeth Higgins, who was
born in 179.\, and who died in I847· They had ten
children born to them, five of whom are still living, viz:
Phcebe, John, Ann, William H . and Susan. Mr. Ozias
was drafted into the War of I812, but sent a substitute.
William H. Ozias was born in 1825, and in 1847 he married Barbara Crider, born in 1827. Five children were
born to them, four of whom are now living.
Samuel Gangwer was born in Virginia in 1807, and
came to Ohio in 1837. In 1841 he married Elizabeth
Lines, born in 18o8. Three children were born to them,
two of whom, John and Amanda (Lock), still survive,
and are living in this township. John Gangwer was born
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in I 844, and in 1868 married Matilda Ott, born in 1851.
He has had six children born to him, only two of whom
survive. He owns a farm of one hundred and eightyseven acres, located about three miles west of Lewisburgh. It is part of the same farm where his father has
lived for twenty-three years.
Henry Surface came to Ohio from Virginia, and settled
west of Eaton, in Jackson township. He entered a farm
of eighty acres. His wife, Catharine Long, was also a
native of Virginia. Eight children were born to them,
seven of whom are still living, viz: Henry in Sonora;
Elizabeth (Brower) in Jefferson; John L. in Iowa; Jacob
L. in Jackson township; Christina (Howard) in Indiana,
and George in Jackson township. Henry Surface, son
of the above, was born about 181o, and about 1832
married Elizabeth Redman, born in 1815. Seven children were born to them, all of whom are living. Mr.
Surface was at one time a dry goods merchant in New
Hope, and was also mayor of that town at the time of its
incorporation. He was afterwards a minister in the
United Brethren church, but has since retired from all
active work. Cornelius Surface, M.D., son of the above,
was born in Jackson township in the year 1833. He
married Catharine, daughter of Isaac Dickey, born in
1833. She died in 1857· One child was born of this
marnage. In 1861 he married Mrs. E. A. Crume, born
in 1838. He has had three children by his second marriage, all of whom are living. Dr. Surface was, for a few
years, a farmer, but has followed the practice of medicine
for the most of his life. He is a graduate of the Philadelphia Eclectic school of medicine, but is, at present, an
adherent of no school in particular.
Ephraim D. Heeter was born in Montgomery county,
Ohio in 1847, and in 1861 he came to Preble county
with h1s father, Jacob, and settled in Twin township. In
1869 he married Eleanor Hapner, born in Twin in 1852.
Two children have been born them. Mr. Heeter commenced the dry goods and general merchandising business in Lewisburgh in 1878, where he still resides.
Thomas Fletcher was born in Virginia in 1818, and in
I866 came to Pn:ble from Warren county. In I836 he
married Anna, daughter of Christian Birkley, born in
1818. Six children were born them, four of whom survive. George Fletcher, father of Thomas, died in Virginia in 1838. He was a veteran of the Revolution and
of I812. Mr. Thomas Fletcher, on his arrival in Sonora,
in 1866, commenced business as proprietor of the Fletcher
house, and has occupied that position ever since.
George Weaver was born in Clermont county, Ohio, in
1824.
In 1840 he settled i"n Lanier township, and
worked there at his trade as blacksmith for three years,
commencing in 1846. He was afterwards nine years in
Enterprise, and nine years in Wincnester. In 1869 he
came to his present home in Harrison township, and has
since then lived in section thirty-three. His wife, Ma·
hala (Marker), was born in .Maryland in 1825. They
have had nine children, two of whom are deceased. Mr.
Weaver has a farm of one hundred and fifty acres which
he works with the assistance of his sons. He has also
one of the largest shops in the county, and has held the
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In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal. this
seventh day of September, in the year of our Lord t8r8.

office of township trustee several times in the different
townships where he has resided.
John Zehring was born in Montgomery county in the
year 1841, and came to Harrison township, Preble county,
in I869. In I868 he married Lucretia Jane Kumler, who
was born in I844. They have two children-Francis
E. and Elizabeth C. Mr. Zehring was in the war of the
Rebellion during the hundred days' service. He owns
two farms consisting of ninety-seven acres in Harrison

~~~

W. F. Zehring was born in Montgomery county in the
year 1849. He married Ida A., daughter of Dr. J. J .
Antrim, of Germantown in 1877. She was born in the
year I8S3· They have one child. Mr. Zehring started
in business as a dry goods merhant in Euphemia in the
year 1876, under the firm of Zehring & Holp. After
staying there for about twenty months Holp sold out to
0. W. Binkerd, and in the same year they moved to Lewisburgh, where they established a general merchandising
business, the firm being Zehring & Binkerd. They own
a large three-story building in Lewisburgh, the top story
being used by the Odd Fellows as a lodge room.
Abraham McMitt was born in Harrison township in
1838. In I86o he married Sophia Werts, born in 1839.
Four children have been born them, three of whom are
now living. Mr. Me Mitt owns and farms one hundred
and eleven acres.
Andrew House, whose father lived in Monroe township, was born in Monroe township in 1843. In I872
he married Clarabel Phares, who was born in Montgomery county in 1853. Two children have been born them,
only one of whom, Nellie M., is now living. Mr. House
began business in Lewisburgh in 1874, keeping groceries,
hardware, qucensware, etc. He has been councilman of
Lewisburgh for one term. He served during the RebelJion in the hundred days' service, in company T, of the
One Hundred and Fifty-second Ohio national guard.
He was at one time on transport duty, taking provisions
to General Hunter at Lynchburgh, Virginia

"HENRY HORN.
" .'\LEXANDF.R AIKMAN ...

I
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LEWISBURG H.

Soon after the organization of Harrison township, in
I8I6, the town of Lewisburgh was laid out. The first
rran to take a step in this direction was Zachariah Hole,
but his work was never recorded The first work recorded is that of Henry Horn, who recorded the following
statement in the recorder's office in Eaton, on the seventh
of September, I 8 I 8 :
•' To all who shall see these presents, greeting:
"Know ye, that I, Henry Hom, of Preble county, in the State of Ohio.
having laid ou' a town in the county and State aforesaid, on sections
numbertwenty-seven and twenty-eight, in rangethree(east), on the southeast and southwest quarters of said sections which the town contain>,
twenty-eight in-lots, with one street running north, five degrees east,
namely : Greenville street; with three streets running parallel with ...ach
other and crossing Greenville street at right angles, namely: Dayton
street, Twin street and \Vater street. Greenville street and Dayton
street are each four rods wide; \Vater street and Twin street arc each
two rods wide. There are two alleys crossing Greenville street at right
angles, running parallel with Dayton street, and one alley crossing
Dayton street at right angles and running parallel with Greenville street,
with alleys extending around the town. The alleys are each eight {8)
and one-fourth teet wide. The town shall be called Lewisburgh. • •

:Seai.J

"jACOIJ WERTS,

A good many additions have been made since, but this
is the earliest recorded.
Lewisburgh is a quiet little town of some four hundred
inhabitants. It is situated in the southeast part of the
township, on the west bank of Twin creek. All the
trades have representatives here, and some of them do a
large business. It contains four churches, all of which
are in a prosperous condition.
The following is a list of the business houses : Groceries- J. A. Rhinehart, A. House, A. E. May, and E. B. &
J. McWhinney; drugs-A. T. Horn; dry goods-F. J.
Wilson, Zehring & Binkerd, and E. D. Heeter; clothing
A. Frankman; l1ardware - Z. T. Stevenson and M. G.
Hollinger; harness-B. S. Horn and J. R. Emens; millinery-Miss Sally Johnson and Mrs. Louisa Rundle.
Lewisburgh has one hotel, of which Mr. John Schneider
is the proprietor. Under his skilful management it is
well patronized, and is in a prosperous condition. The
only tannery in the township is here - owned by George
Ruff. It is one of the largest in the county. Large
numbers of hides are stripped annually.
Lewisburgh labors under the disadvantage of being at
a great distance from any railroad; the nearest station
being at Sonora, a small town three miles to the north.
The following are the present officers of the town:
Hiram Gay, mayor; Washington Kelley, marshal; Randall Ayers, clerk; Jacob A. Rhinehart, treasurer; David
Kumler, supervisor; A. T. Horn, L F. Palmerlee, Abraham Singer, Michael Cotterman, E. P. Ebersole and Andrew House, councilmen.
The council room is a fine and imposing edifice occupying a prominent position near the center of the village.
Lewisburgh is the place of residence of many of the
oldest men in the township, some of whom were among
the first settlers. · The country immediately in this vicinity was that first selected for settlement, and either the
settlers themselves or their immediate descendants now
reside there.
EUPHEMIA

1

is a quiet little village on the National road, about a mile
and a half north of the township line of Twin and Harrison. On the south it joins Lewisburgh, and is by
many included in the latter town. It is, however, a
separate village, ranking second in the township, and has
a population of about two hundred and fifty persons.
There is one church in the place, the Evangelical
Lutheran. There are two stores here, a dry goods
establishment kept by W. N. Albert, and a grocery, of
which W. M. Bunger is the proprietor. Euphemia was
laid out by John Muma, and the town was named after
his wife
SONORA

is a small, unincorporated village, a little north of the
center of the township, in the southern part of sections
nine and ten. It is on the line of the Dayton & West-
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ern railroad, and not only has a post office of its own but 1 a pulpit built and comf,mable seats put in. At first the
also serves as the railroad office for Lewisburgh and 1 preaching was by no means regular. Often as many as
Euphemia, which are situated about three miles south.
eight weeks would pass without a service. In the winter
It was laid off about twenty-five years ago by Hiram Memonths the house could not be used with any degree of
Nutt.
comfort, on account of the incomplete finish. The cold
The first house that was built in the township was
would enter from all sides and chill the devotions of the
erected by Tillman and Leas, in 1851 . It has about one ' worshippers, enthusiastic as they no doubt were. The
hundred and seventy-five inhabitants.
It has two 1 site of this building was about one hundred and fifty
churches, the Methodist Episcopal and the United
yards northwest of where the present Lewisburgh Evangelical Lutheran church now stands. The place is now
Brethren, besides a large saw-mill and four flourishing
business houses. The saw-mill is owned by Hosefoss &
covered with graves, the lot being used as a burial place.
Ayers.
In 1846 the two denominations had growns so that they
The followin~ list shows the business houses: Drugs,
determined upon building separate churches and the old
William Leas; dry goods, Horace Niswonger, and N. W.
log structure was taken down. Many of the logs were
in such a good state of preservation that they were fit to
Surface; grocery, John Binkerd
be sawed into lumber.
VERONA,
1

THE SALEM EVANGELICAL CHURCH

or West Baltimore, as it is more com~ponly called, is situated in the northeastern part of the township, on the
Dayton & Union railroad. It has about two hundred
and seventy-five inhabitants. The business of Mr.
David Werts, of this place, is the largest in the township.
He has interests in the saw-mill and store, and also owns
a large amount of land.
The county line of Preble and Montgomery counties
pass through the place. The firm name of the dry
goods store is D. & J. Werts. That of the grocery store
is A. Doll. The saw-mill is owned by Werts & Sroup.

at Lewisburgh was started in the year 1817 in connection with the German Reformed church in the log
church mentioned above. Their present building was
erected in the year 1848, at a cost of two thousand
eight hundred dollars. The:: Rev. G. W. Busby is the
pastor now in charge. The present membership is about
two hundred persons.
THE FIRST REFORMED CHURCH

of Lewisburgh built their present building in 1846.
For nearly thirty years this denomination had worshipped with the Lutherans in the old log church known
as "Black's church." The new building cost about
three thousand dollars. Their present pastor is the Rev.
H. M. Herman, of West Alexandria. The membership
is about one hundred and three persons.

CHURCH HISTORY.

The first church to be erected in this township was a
log one, built in the year 181 7, by the united efforts of
the Lutheran and Reformed churches. Of these two
bodies the Lutherans were much the stronger. The
lands for a building site had been donated a few years
before by Adam Brown and Frederick Black, but for
some reason the building of the church was delayed until 1817. Great preparations had been made to
make the day of the raising a memorable one. Each
man brought his wife, sister, or sweetheart, as the case
may have been, ·and the enthusiastic builders were rewarded for their labors by partaking of a generous feast.
A good deal of pains were taken to make the building a
first-class one. The logs were all hewn 6quare, and the
work was so expertly done that no dent or. chip showed
that the logs had been squared with an axe. Many of
the logs measured as much as twenty-four inches across
the face when hewn square. Time and means were
wanting to furnish the interior in the same style as the
frame work; No pulpit was erected and the benches
were of slabs supported by wooden pins. The first
ministers in charge of this church were the Rev. Messrs.
Mow and Winters. The former is a member of the
Lutheran, and the latter of the Reformed church. A
painful incident is connected with this pioneer church.
The man to whom the contract for building the house
had been given, committed suicide before completing his
work, by cutting his throat from ear to ear. No cause
for the act has ever been assigned.
The dimensions of the building were thirty-two by
thirty-six feet. It was finally finished in 1831, by having

UNITED BRETHREN.

The present brick church of the United Brethren of
Lewisburgh was built in r8ss, at a cost of about six
thousand dollars. Their first church was also of brick,
costing nearly one thousand six hundred dollars. It
was built in 1840. Their present building is the largest
in Lewisburgh. The Rev. S. T. Koons is the present
pastor.
l\IETHODIST EPISCOPAL.

In the year 1841 this denomination built a brick
church, which stood until 1874. In 1875 the present
church was built, costing three thousand five hundred
dollars. A class had existed in Lewisburgh for a good
many years before the building of the first church. In
1841 the membership was about fifty. It now numbers
seventy-five. The first pastor to take charge of the
class after the building of the church in 1841 was the
Rev. Samuel Brown. Their present pastor is the Rev.
J. L Gregg. The Sunday-school was started in 1846.
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHVRCH

1

at Euphemia built their present building in 1854. It is
a fine frame building, costing about one thousand six
hundred dollars. At the time of the organization of
the .church the membership was about fifty. It new
numbers over sixty persons. The first pastor in charge
of the church was the Rev. W. C. Barnett. At present
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the Rev. G. M. Grau has charge. Before the building
of the church the congregation had the use of the buildings of the United Brethern and the Methodist Episcopalian~.
THE :\!ETHOIJIST EHISCOPAL CHURCH

at Sonora was organized in the house of Mr. William
Brown, of section seven, in the year 1835. For twentyfive years they were without a regular church building.
In 1 86o their present church building was erected, at a
cost of about eight hundred dollars. At the time of the
organization of the class, there were about twenty persons. The present number is thirty-five. The preacher
in charge of the circuit at the time of the building of
the first church was the Rev. G. H. Kennedy. The
Rev. Mr. Hammell IS now in charge.
THE CHURCH OF THE UNITED RREl'HREN

at Sonora was organized about 1855, with a membership
of twenty-five persons. They built a church immediately, the same as the one they now occupy. It is a
fine frame building, pebble dashed, built at a cost of
eight hundred dollars. At present the membership is
sixty-five. The first pastor of the church and also the
one to organize the church, was the Rev. William J.
Shuey. Their present pastor is the Rev. J. D. Holsinger. The Sunday-school was organized in 186o.
o:METERIES.

The burial grounds of Harrison are all in charge of
the township. There are five now in the township, which
are named according to their location, as follows: Euphemia, Lewis burgh, West Baltimore, and Tillman. The
fifth cannot he properly termed a Harrison burial ground,
as it is partly in Monroe township. Of the cemeteries
mentioned above the one at Euphemia is the largest.
The cemetery at Euphemia is the oldest in the township. ft grew up around the old log church, built in
1817. The first man who was buried there was Henry
Sharpe, who was buried in the place before the church
was established.
ANTIQUITIES.

The Mound Builders have left several traces of their
works in this township. Near the section lines of sections twenty-two and twenty-three, about thirty rods north
of the Verona and Euphemia free pike, there is a circular
mound about four feet high, with a diameter of thirty
feet. Some excavations have been made in it, but nothing of any interest has been found. In the southwestern
quarter of section twenty-two there is a mound which is
probably the work of these wonderful people.
In 1878, while engaged in digging gravel from a gravel
bank, some skeletons were found, which are doubtless
those of human beings. The bank was near Turner's
mill, at Lewisburgh, a little distance southwest from the
mill As many as thirty skeletons were found lying in a
promiscuous heap in an excavation, the bottom of which
was formed of a hard, burnt substance. Some of the
bones taken from the bank are now in the possession of
Dr. E. P. Ebersole, of Lewisburgh.

SCHOOLS.

The first school was taught in an old carding factory,
in the southern part of the township, in section thirtyfour. The teachers were Jacob Kessler and his son
Samuel. Jacob taught the German departments and
Samuel the English ones.
In 181 2, John Aikman, the father of Benjamin Aikman, who is now li\·ing on section twenty-three, taught
a school in a log cabin near his house, but kept it up
only a short time, as the attendance was small. There
was a school kept at a very early date on the place now
owned by Jacob Horn, then the property of Rev. Henry
, Kumler, on section twenty-two.
One of the earliest schools was kept by a German in
the old !og church in Lewisburgh. This was probably
used as a school-house much longer than any of the other
; . buildings.
1
The township is at present divided into three districts
· -the township district, the district of Lewisburgh, and a
district in the central part of the township, which has
seceded from township supervision. The board of education of this latter is A. S. Dye, John Siler, and F. B.
Newman. That of the Lewisburgh special district is
George
Ruff, sr., E. P. Ebersole, and Emanuel Linck.
I
The
board
of education of the school district of Harrison
.I
township is composed of the following gentlemen: Frank
Lockwood, Abdiel Etzler, Simeon Hoffman, Jesse F.
Burk, John F. Davis, Thomas H. Parks and Courtland
Corwin. There are seven schools in this latter district,
three in the central district, and one in the Lewisburgh
special district.
1

THE MEDICAL STAFF.

The earliest physician to locate in Harrison, as far as
tradition makes any mention, was a Dr. Evans, from
Middletown, Ohio; and the second, according to the
same authority, was Dr. John C. Fall. The township is
at present well supplied with physicians, comprising experienced and skilled followers of Esculapius. At Lewisburgh reside Drs. W. B. and F. C. Gray, E. P. Ebersole, and L W. Kepler; at Euphemia, Dr. M. Pretzinger;
at Sonora, Dr. C. Surface; and at Verona, Dr. H. Miller.
SECRET ORG.\N!ZAT!ONS.

There are five secret societies in this township: One
lodge of Masons, two of Odd Fellows, one of Grangers,
and a branch of the Sons of Temperance.
THE LIBANUS LODGE OF MASONS,

No. 8o, Free and Accepted Masons, has at present fortyfour members. The date of its dispensation was April
18, 1845; it was chartered in October of the same year.
The following were the charter members: William
Callens (deceac;ed), W. M.; James Bolens (deceased),
S. W.; \V. B. Gray, J. W.; J. A. Bolens (deceased),
John C. Werts, A. L. P. Varine, Irwin E. Freeman,
Andrew McCampbell (deceased); and John Singer (deceased). The present officers are: John Yohe, W. M.;
J. R. Emens, S. W.; Randall Ayers, J. W.; A E. May,
secretary; Charles Albert, treasurer; M. G. Hollinger,
S. D.; GP.orge Ruff, jr., J. D., and Jacob Yohe, tyler.
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The Masons have a fine lodge building, erected in
1866.
LODGE NO. 67, INDEPENDENT ORDER ODD OF FELLOWS
was organized the ninth of September, in the year 188o.
The present officers are: Henry Heck, N. G.; Levi
Werts, V. G.; Silas Laird, S. P. G.; James Bennett, recording secretary; William . Bater, permanent secretary,
and William Leas, treasurer. The lodge has about fortyfive members.
LODGE NO.

57 I,

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF OI>I.l H:LLOWS

was organized the sixteenth of June, in the year 1874.
It is at present officered as follows: G. H. Earhart,
N. G.; Hugh Garrett, V. G.; Samuel T. Zellers, R. S.;
Samuel McNutt, P. S.; and A. Frankman, treasurer.
The lodge has about fifty-six members.
THE LEWISBURGH SONS OF' TEMPERANCE

were organized in 188o. They have twenty-five members.
Their officers are: S. T. Zeller, W. P.; Emmie Brown,
W. A.; Z. T. Stevenson, P. W. P. ; Oliver Boerger, secretary; J. W. Etzler, treasurer; and A. E. May, chaplain.
THE GRANGERS.

The Twin Valley Grange, No. 657, was organized on
the seventh of March, 1873. The first officers were:
Mathias Disher, W. M., and F. M. Demott, W. S. The
present officers are: J. D. Schlotterbeck, W. M.; C. ·B.
Dye, overseer; A. P. Zeller, lecturer; Jacob McNutt,
chaplain; Samuel I. Bunger, steward; A. E. Bunger,
assistant steward; M. Disher, treasurer; David Bixler,
secretary; Daniel Hapner, gate keeper; Mrs. Sophia
McNutt, ceres; Mrs. Susan Schlotterbeck, pomona;
Mrs. Vienna Bunger, flora; and Mrs. A.' J. Bixler, lady
assistant steward. The lodge-house of the Grangers is
at Lewisburgh. It is a fine two-story frame building, the
upper half of which is used as a lodge-room; the lower
half is occupied by Zehring & Binkerd, dry goods merchants.
THE FIRST MILL IN THE TOWNSHIP

was built by Zachariah Hole, according to local tradition.
He located at an early date on Twin creek, and erected
his mill of logs and covered it with clapboards. This is
supposed to have been as early as 18og. It was built in
section twenty seven. The present mill, ownocl by Turner, stands on the site of this primitive log mill. The
second mill was built by Dennison, where the one owned
by Bowman & Thompson now stands, in the southwestern
quarter of section twenty-one. Report says a mill was
once built by Abraham Lock's grandfather, about two
miles up the creek from Hole's mill, but whether it was
the same as the present Dennison mill IS uncertain. The
first stone mill built in the township was erected by Mr.
Leas, on section twenty-one, or near the site of the first
Dennison mill. There are at present three flouringmills in the township, all of which are doing a large business. One at Lewis burgh, owned by Perry Turner; one
at Rock Ridge, owned by Bowman & Thompson; and
one at Verona, owned by Werts & Grupe.
The mills at an early day were generally located at or
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near some point where the stream had been backed up
by the accu,mulation of drift-wood. These drifts were
made to do duty as dams, by a little additional work.
When any break occurred at the end of the drift the only
thing necessary was to fell a tree across the weak spot
and the damage would soon repair itself.
THE BLOCK-HOUSE.

In 1812, at the time of the hostilities with the western
Indians, a block-house was built on the northwe~t quarter of section eleven, and every man in that part of the
settlement was required to serve a period of six months.
No fighting was ever done in that portion of the county,
but an armed force of men were kept there during the
winter to mtimidate the Indians. The little garrison was
commanded by Captain Simon Phillips. As many as
sixty men served there during the winter. A copy of the
discharge issued to every man at the expiration of his
term of service is given below. It may not prove uninteresting to some of the descendants of those early settlers who assembled in this fort for the defence of the
settlement. It was issued to Jacob Miller, and is now in
the possession of his son, Dr. James W. Miller, of Verona.
"l do certify that Jacob :\I iller, a sergeant of my company of Ohio
riflemen, in the battalion, under the command of :\lajor Alexander
Laniet, has scn·ed a regular term of duty (six months), and is hereby
honomhly discharged.
"Gh·en unccr my hand this fifth of April, t814. ··

At this date all of Captain Phillips' men were discharged, and no further use being made of the blockhouse, it gradually fell to decay. The place 1s now
owned by Mr. Daniel Wolf.
MISCELLANEOUS

IT~~M~.

The first store opened in the township was by Cornelius Van Ausdal. It was situated in Lewisburgh, where
the dry goods store of F. J. Wilson now stands. It was
opened some time before the year 1816, but the exact
date cannot be ascertained. In this store the first post
office in the township was held, in the year 1825. The
first postmaster was Henry Espich. There are at present four post offices in the township-one at Lewisburgh,
one at Euphemia, one at Sonora, and one at Verona.
The two latter post offices being on the line of railroads,
have the regular mails, but that for Euphemia and I .ewisburgh is brought over in a hack twice a day from Sonora,
the nearest railroad station. When the post office at
Lewisburgh was first started the people were forced to be
content with one mail a week.
The first distillery in the township was run by Henry
Horn, in 181 1, at Lewisburgh. One was afterwards
opened at Hole's mill before 1816, and in 1835 James
Fraser had one where the tannery in Lewisburgh now
stands. Six distilleries have been run in the township at
different times, but there is only one at present, which is
at Lewisburgh, but is not now running.
The first man married in Harrison was David Price,
who married Catharine Yantz. The first death in the
township was that of Henry Sharpe, a native of Scotland.
After spending a great part of his life in Germany, he
came to Ohio, and died in Harrison township about
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1814. He was buried in the Euphemia graveyard, and
blow on the head with some heavy instrument An Inis said to be the first man burit:d on the spot. now covered
dian was buried by William Myers in the swamp near his
with tombstones. The second death was that of Peter
house. Although no one can assert positively that he met
Black in 1814.
his death by violence, nevertheless Myers was always
There are two railroads in the township: the I >ayton
regarded as the author of his death, but such was the
Western, and the Dayton & Union. The latter is the
dread in which the red man was held that no questions
oldest, being built in 1849. The Dayton Western was
were asked. Any one who could dispose of an enemy
so cruel and cunning, was held to have done the country
built in 185 r, and it is to its presence that Harrison
a service timely and praiseworthy.
township owes it rapid growth and active trade. A railroad was once laid out through the township, which
In 1812 Rebecca Sharpe, a sister of Henry Sharpe,
raised the hopes of the inhabitants to a high pitch. It
was taken prisoner by some wandering Indians while
was the Evansville & Lake Shore railroad. It crossed
visiting the Abbotts. She was carried to Darke county,
the southeastern part of the State, passing through · and afterwards brought back to Pn:ble county by her
Euphemia and Lewisburgh. After completing the gradcaptors, who stopped on Swamp creek and made salt.
ing and bridging as far as the State line between Ohio
They had a salt pit there which they guarded jealously
and Indiana, and spending immense sums on the preparafrom the whites. Miss Sharpe fixed the place in her
tion, the company broke up in r8ss, and nothmg more
memory, and after her release, which occurred at Greenhas ever been done to it. In Euphemia they have left
ville soon after, she came back and gave information
a lasting proof of their work. Across the National
concerning the salt pit. After the Indians were through
road they built large arches for an iron bridge. These
with their salt making, they were accustomed to stop the
are finished in fine style, and nothmg is wanting, but the
mouth of the pit with large stones and then strew it over
with elm bark.
body of the bridge. The stone work is solid and well
put together, and will last for years.
Jacob Potter bought up a large tract of land in the
neighborhood and went to work to make salt. He had
ICARLV !NCIDE!\"TS.
dug down a good ways, when some one, who was either
jealous of his prospects or who was a personal enemy,
A great deal of trouble was experienced with the
fiHed up the shaft with pieces of steel and iron and put
hostile Indians, both prior to and during the War of
1812. Most of the mischief was done by small bands,
an end to the work. Potter was out of funds, probably,
and could not proceed with his work. At any rate, he
as there would have been too much danger of capture
sold out and made no more attempts at salt manufacturhad ra~ds been made by very large bodies of men. Their
mg.
depredations were confined mostly to running of horses
At the time of Rebecca Sharpe's capture there were
and killing cattle. Tradition mentions two attempts to
only four men in the township who were not drafted into
murder whites, which failed through the failure of the
the army. These four were John Lock, Jacob Werts,
guns to explode. A man by the name of Myers had
stepped out on a back porch, and while there, he heard
John Yantz, and William Lower. This act of the Indians in taking Miss Sharpe prisoner, caused such a
what he at ~nee recognized to be the snap of a flintlock. The gun of the Indian failed him, and before he
fright that every one hut old Yantz left in haste for the
block-house at Lexington, leaving stock, crops, and
could aim a second time, Myers had escaped into the
everything to the mercy of the Indians. Yantz said that
house. He afterwards saw the very Indian who had athe had come all the way from Pennsylvania to find a
tempted his murder, and who mentioned having snapped
at him on a certain morning as he was standing on his
home and that now that he had one he didn't propose to
leave it to the mercy of "them pesky Injuns." They
porch.
might kill him if they wished but he would not run. He
At another time John Aikman's life was attempted
was never molested during his stay, although the stock
by a hostile Indian. He was tying fodder when he heard
of the otJ1er farms were run off and the crops destroyed.
the snap of the flint against the steel. He did not stop
to interview his dangerous neighbor, but in the words of
Upon her release Miss Sharpe went back to Tennesthe aged narrator he "cut for the house lively .. , Every
see. Four years later her relatives went after her and
precaution was used to ensur.: safety by night agninst the
persuaded her to accompany them back to Ohio. She
attack of the wily foe. Every one slept with some
consented, but died on the journey when ten miles north
of Cincinnati, within fifty miles of her destination.
weapon at hand, ready at an instant's alarm to start up
and battle for life. Traces were often found where the
THE FIRST ELECTION
Indians had been prowling around during the night,
probably only restrained from committing injury by their
was held in the year 1816. In 1815 the present townfear of the white man's vengeance. Although no record
ship was severed from Twin township, and the first elecexists of any white being kill~d by an Indian in the
tions were held in the following year. There is no
township, reports to the contrary are found.
township house, but the elections are held either in the
At one time an Indian came to the house of the Abcouncil room at Lewisburgh or the hotel at Sonora.
botts on Miller's fork, and demanded admittance. Upon
The results of the first election were as follows: Trus·
its being refused him, he attempted to force his way into
tees-Jesse Swisher, Daniel Rec and John Vautz;
the dwelling, but was killed by ~'lr. Abbott by a fearful
clerk - Daniel Leas, Lester and Asa Sherman; treas-
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- - - - - - - ---- ---- urer-Martin Rice; supervisors -Daniel Rec and John
Lock, jr.; constables-John Aikman and CTuistian
Kiser. The latter was also elected appraiser.
Overseers of the poor, Tobias Tillman and John
Lock, sr.; fence viewers, John White and Jacob Ringer;
justices of the peace, Jesse Swisher and Daniel Leas.
The present officers are: James P. Reynolds, Hiram
Gay, and A. S. Dye, trustees; A. E. May, clerk; William
Leas, treasurer; Abdael Etzler and David \\' erts, assessors; Hiram Weiland and W. C. :\fcGrew, constables,
and James R. Dinwiddie, and Simeon Hoffman, ju~tices
of the peace.
POPULATIO:-<.

The present population of Harrison township is two
thousand five hundred and forty-five persons. Of these,
over six hundred are voters. At the last election the
township went Republican, the town of Lewisburgh going Democratic.
PROPERTY VALUATION.

The valuation of property in the township, according
to the latest assessor's returns, is as follows: The land
and chattels are valued at eight ln:nd~l·d 8nd seventyfour thousand, nine hundred and ~en Joliars, that of
the buildings is one hundred and sixty-six thousand,
five hundred and fifty dollars; a total ,,f one million,
forty-one thousand, four hundred and sixty dollars.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
THE OTT FAMILY.
The family of this name, which first settled in Preble
county, emigrated from Rockbridge county, Virginia.
They were among the first settlers of Harrison township, locating near where Euphemia now is. They had
not been here long when some vague rumors of Indian
aepredations induced them, with the exception of the
son John and an older brother, who remained to winter
through the stock, to return to Warren county, Ohif).
The following spring the family returned to Harrison,
where they made a permanent settlement. At the time
of the emigration of the family from Virginia, John
Ott, sr., previously mentioned, and father of John Ott,
whose portrait appears on another page, was a young
man, having been born August 1, I785. He married
June 22, t8I5, Mary Magdalena Lock, who came from
Maryland in an early day. She was born October I 2,
1783. After marriage John settled on the dry fork of
Twin creek, not far from where his son John now re
sides. He lived in Euphemia during the later years of
his life, and died there ~lay 22, 1857· His first wife
.a
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died in 1848, and some two years before his death he
married Mrs. Hannah Hinkle, of Euphemia. He was a
great hunter, and often came in friendly contact with the
Indians, concerning whom he frequently related in after
life many interesting reminiscences. He was an industrious, hard-working man, and secured a good property
and provided liberally for his children. He was a member of the Lewisburgh Lutheran church, and was a useful citizen. He had, by his first marriage, five sonsAbraham, George, Jacob, John and Jesse, all of
whom, but John, live in Indiana. John Ott, jr., subject of the portrait elsewhere given, was born in Harrison township, March 23, r82o. He married April r8,
1844, Matilda, daughter of George Brown, who lived on
Twin creek. His first wife died November I, I845,
leaving one child-John A., born February 11, 1845.
In I848 Mr. Ott married Barbara Link, who was born
in Rockingham county, Virginia, July JI, I822. Her
father, John Link, was among the early settlers of Harmon. The children by this marriage are as follows:
Daniel, born May ro, I849; Matilda, wife of John
Gangwer, born February 3, 1851; Eliza Jane, wife of
William Glick, born January I 5, I853; Sarah, wife of
Jasper Ott, born August 13, 1854, is living in Noble
county, Indiana; Barbara Ann, wife of Henry Chambers, born May I4, 1856; Elijah, born November 25,
r86o; Mary, born July II, I863. An infant son, George
Franklin, died in I859· All of the children, except
Mrs. Jasper Ott, live in Preble county. John Ott re·
mained with his father and farmed the place until 1854,
when he removed to Noble county, Indiana. In r86o
he moved back to Harrison, and has since lived here.
He is one of the largest landholders in this part of the
county, owning nearly eight hundred acres.

COLONEL SAMUEL KESLER.
The subject of this sketch was born in Rockingham
county, Virginia, on the seventeenth day of May, 1792,
and with his father, Jacob Kesler, who served as a soldier in the Revolution, emigrated to Preble county, Ohio,
and settled on a farm about one mile south of Lewisburgh, in the year I 81 1. In the following year, I 812,
reports having reached the settlements that the Indians
were becoming troublesome, and that several families
had been massacred near Greenville, Ohio, a company
under Captain Fleming, in which he acted as a pri\·ate,
was sent out against them, but on arriving at their destination, they found that the Indians, after having murdered several persons, had fled. After doing garrison
duty for some months, and there being no further need
of them, the company was honorably discharged.
An amusing incident, as related hy himself, occurred
on their return. While halting at one of those refreshing
springs that so much abound near where the village of
Euphemia now stands, to partake of their last meal of
rations before separating for their individual homes, a
number of them, for diversion, engaged firing at a mark.
The report of their guns was heard by one of the near-
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est families, re.>iding in the vicinity, and not suspecting
the cause, imagined they were Indians, and without stopping to investigate, fled precipitately to their nearest
neighbor, excitedly informing them the woods were full
of savages, and that whole families were being murdered.
Judging from the number of shots being fired, the whole
settlement at once became thoroughly frightened, moth·
ers snatching their little ones from their cradlt.:s, and in
some instances leaving their unbaked bread in the ovens,
all fl(·eing for their lives, as they supposed, before their
merciless savage foes. Nor did they discover their mistake until some of them had proceeded as far as the settlements, where \Vest Alexandria now stands.
Considering that the able bodied men had :~II gone to
the front, none being left but decrepit old men, women,
andchildren, and that they not having been apprised of
the cr'mpany's return, it is scarcely to be wondered that
they became frightened. It is needless to say that the
captain was souadly berated (whcth.:r justly or not) by
the female portion for his indiscretion in allowing his
men to frighten them in so unceremonious a manner.
In 18I4 Mr. Kesler was married to l\Iagdalene Potter£, whose father emigrated at an early day from the
State of Maryland, and settled a few miles south of Eaton,
Ohio. Having purchased one hundred and sixty acres
of timber land a few miles south of l.ewishurgh, he
built himself a log c_abin in the usual style of those days,
with a blanket for a door, hung over the entrance. They
commenced housekeeping in their rude home, and at
once, with brave hearts and willing hands, commenced
the arduous labors of converting their forest home into
the more congenial wheat and corn fields, which resulted
from their toil.
Right here an incident might be related as showing what
material our forefathers, and especially foremothers, were
composed of, and what trials they had to undergo in those
early days. At one time, when her husb:~nd had gone on
a trip to Cincinnati, which then occupied six or seven
days, Mrs. Kesler remained in her cabin entirely alone,
and this, too, when there were wild beasts and savages
roaming through the forest. One day a couple of the
latter unceremoniously entered the cabin, one of them at
the same time flourishing a large butcher kmfe. Thinking they were going to murder her she became very much
alarmed, which only amused the savages. The one with
the knife uttering an "ugh," strode to the fireplace,
plunged his knife into a firebrand, and with it, much to
her relief, departed.
Having become tired of the hard labor incident to
dearing up a heavily timbered farm, he purchased a
woollen mill near Lewisburgh, and after successfully conducting that for a few years, he came into possession of a
hotel in Lewisburgh, where he resided for some years,
when he again moved to his farm one mile south of town.
About the year 1830 St. Joseph. Michig.w, was being
talked of as the coming Eldorado, and with a friend he
started on an exploring expedition to that town. The
journey had to be performed on horseback, and through
an almost trackless forest. On their arrival there they
found only a few log cabins near the lake shore, and

some of them were deserted. It is needless to say that
they were disgusted with the place, and returned to their
homes, thinking, after all, there was no place equal to old
Preble county. He soon after purchased a large farm on
Price's creek, two miles southwest of Lewisburgh, where
he lived until within a few years of his death, which occurred at his residence in Euphemia on the twelfth day
of February, 1867, at the age of seventy-five years. ~fr.
Kesler had been married twice, his first wife having died
in 18s1, he married Mrs. Mary Steele, who survives him.
During his lifetime he held numerous positions of trust·
and honor. In early life he became colonel of the State
militia, a position he held until the law was repealed.
He raised seven children, all of whom he lived to see
grow to manhood and womanhood, and four of whom
survive him.

SA~1UEL

BUNGER, SR.,

was born in Greenbrier county, Virginia, November 29,
I8o6. 'When about twelve years of age, his father, John
Bunger, emigrated with his family to Ohio. He rented
a farm for one year near Hamilton, in Butler county, and
then moved to Preble county and settled where his son,
Samuel, now lives. He died September 16, 182I, aged
sixty-one years, two months and ten days. His wife,
Eva (.House), died August I6, I843, aged seventy-five
years, five months and six days. They had founeen
children, twelve of whom they raised. Only three are
now living, viz.: Samuel, Eli and Simeon. Eli resides in
Euphemia, and Simeon in Darke county.
Samuel, the subject of the portrait given on another
page, still lives on the old homestead where he settled
over sixty years ago. After the death of his father, he
continued to live with his mother until he became of age,
when he assumed control of the home place and began
to buy out the interest of the other heirs, and now owns
a farm of one hundred acres, all the buildings on which
he has himself built. Mr. Bunger has always been a
hard working, industrious man, and has accumulated a
good property and raised a large family. He married
January 3, I832, Eva Lock, daughter of John and Elizabeth Lock, who came from Maryland in the first settlement of the county, and settled in Harrison township,
near Euphemia. Mrs. Bunger was born November IS,
I8IS. Samuel and Eva Bunger are the parents of the
following named children: John, born May 10, 1834,
living in Harrison township on a farm of fifty-seven acres:
William, born April 22, 1836, is a grocer in Euphemia;
Elizabeth, born August I6, I838, is the wife of Levi
Brown, of Euphemia; Rachel, born July 27, 1840, is the
wife of George Chambers, of Montgomery county; Sarah,
born May 6, I842, wile of Andrew Ridenour, living in
Illinois; Sophia, born March I.~. 1844, was the wife of
Michael Cupp, and died February 26, 187s; Aaron, born
January 20, 1846, died l\'fay 28, 18SI; Samuel, born
April 9, I 848, lives on a portion of the homestead; Eliza,
born February 20, I 8 so, W'\S the wife of Clark B. Dye,
died January q, I87o; Mary Catharine, born Novem·
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ber 4. 1852, the second wife of Clark B. Dye, lives in
Harrison township; Jacob. A., born February 2 5, 18 54,
lives on the home place with his father.
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Mr. Bunger has held the office of trustee of his township; is a member of the Lutheran church, and possesses
the respect of all who know him.

ISRAEL.
The schoolboy indicating the boundaries of this township would stand with his face towards l\Iorning Sun and
Somers township beyond, with Indiana in the west behind him, Dixon township on the north, and Butler
county on the south.
In the first days of township history, Israel was known
only by the name of the Beech Woods, because of its situation in the heart of that extensive tract of beech wood
land which stretches from the White Oak regions south
of Hamilton, through and beyond Preble county.
Entering the township at the northeastern corner the
traveller soon reaches the dividing ridge between Seven
Mile and Four Mile creeks. This ridge, which enters
the township just below section twelve and leaves it between sections one and two, has secured to Seven Mile
only the smallest th'ulets of Israel township, while a
whole net-work .of brooks and branchlets spreads from
the western slope and is opposed by a similar net-work
from the ridge west of the Indiana line, thus shaping the
course of Four Mile creek, ~hich bisects the township
from north to south and furnishes one of the richest and
most productive valleys in the county. This creek took
its name fro~ the fact that General Wayne, in his march
into the Indian country in 1793. crossed it four miles
from fort Hamilton. The east branch, rising in the northeastern corner of the township, empties into the main
stream near McDill's mill, in section twenty-eight, while
Little Four Mile from the west enters farther down in the
same section.
The valley proper, especially in the northern part of
the township, is quite narrow, and in many places is cut
through the blue limestone on either side. The scenery
is varied and beautiful, and occasionally wildly picturesque. In this gorge, jagged with rocky sides, and overhung with cooling shades, is found the playground of
Fancy, while just beyond the wildness of the place blends
into the broad acres of waving corn, so pleasing to the
practical eye of the farmer. The broadest areas of bottom land are to be found in the southern part of the township. The several branches of the creek mark out the
corners of its many tributary valleys, extending to the
right hand and to the left, between successive ridges of
good land, and thus the whole surface of the township is
rolling, and in many places hilly. Of the twenty·two
thousand eight hundred and ninety-one acres of land in

the township, there is not a real poor one, and the whole
is the most valuable land in Preble· county. Of this land
sixteen thousand five hundred and forty-five acres are
under cultivation, four hundred acres are used for grazing
purposes, and the remainder is yet uncleared. The total
value of lands in Israel township, with the additional
building~ since 187o, is nine hundred and ninety-seven
thousand five hunured and fifty dollars. Corn, wheat,
oats, flax and hay are the principal agricultural products.
Barley is not raised, and tobacco is only grown for home
consumption. Of late the cultivation of sorghum has
been on the increase, and almost every farm has its patch.
Several farmers, prominent among whom is Thomas
McQuiston, have of late become very much interested as
to the expediency of entering into the extensive manufacture oi sugar from their sorghum.
Stock raising is an important industry. Every possible
attempt to impro\·e the breed of their cattle is made; and
the success of the farmers as hog raisers has become proverbial. Nearly all of the corn raised is fed to their hogs,
and a very small proportion goes directly to market Not
many years ago a man from Israel township was distinguished by the large and well built horses which he drove.
At present the horses of the township are not quite so
good as of old, though there is beginning to be a gradual
improvement.
·oR<;ANIZATION.

The township received its name from Commodore
Israel, of the United States navy.
The whole of the first range of which lc;rael is a part
was, prior to March 7• 1809, considered one township.
At that time it was ordered that a line be run east and
west across the range, eight miles north of the southern
boundary of the county, and that the portion north of
this line be called Jefferson, and that the southern portion take the name of Israel. .The first records show
that an election for township officers was held at the
house of Benjamin Kurcheville, April 4, 18o8, with the
following result: Clerk, Caleb Pegg; trustees, John
McCormick, Joseph Caldwell, and Paul Larsh; overseers
of the poor, James Fleming and Robert l\lcCormick;
fence viewers, John Bishop and Benjamin Harris; house
appraisers, James Calder and Joseph Chadwick; supervisors, John Caldwell Smyth, James Purviance, and
William Neal; .:onstables, James Bennett and Peter
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Ireland; treasurer, Joseph Davis. As will be seen by
reference to the above dates and names, this election
took place while the whole of the first range was considered a single township. After the division the following
was the result of an election held at the house of William
Ramsey, in section twenty-three, April 3, r8o9: Clerk,
Caleb Pegg; trustees, Andrew McQuiston, Caleb Pegg,
and Joseph Caldwell; lister and house appraiser, James
Caldwell; Bartholomew Burroughs, house appraiser;
supervisors, Ebenezer Elliott and James Caldwell; con·
stable, William Davis; fence viewers, David Costo and
John Allen; overseers of the poor, William Ramsey and
James Ockletree; treasurer, Joseph Davis. These officers were sworn in during the month of April, and immediately proceeded to perform their official duties.
John Caldwell is the first justice of the peace mentioned
in the records, andat the next election Caleb Pegg also
became a justice.
In accordance with the law providing for the appointment by the township trustees of a number of jurors,
the following names constituted the list of those first
chosen as grand jurors: John Horney, Peter Ridenour,
John Bishop, Samuel Patterson, on Four Mile, Caleb
Pegg and James Huston. The following were taken for
petit JUnes : Robert and James Boyse, Richard Sloan,
James Kurcheville, Joseph Nelson, Samuel Parke, Ebenezer Elliott, John Ramsey, and John Caldwell.
The following names are among the list of early township clerks: Caleb Pegg, William McCreary, John
Horney, Samuel Mitchell, who held his place for eight
years, John Brown, and James Buck. The present officers are: Trustees, Alexander P. Orr, James Johnson,
and John M. Ramsey; clerk, John P. Smith; treasurer,
Rev. J. Y. Schouller; justices of the peace, William
Borradaile and W. H. Pierson. The township assumed
its present dimensions, when it was ordered March 3,
1812, that the line on the north be drawn six instead of
eight miles from the southern line of the county. The
township house is in section twenty-two, at the cross
roads, about one mile east of Hopewell meeting-house.
MOUNDS.

Israel township contains three well defined mounds,
all in the vicinity of Four Mile valley. Two of them are
situated in section twenty-one, a short distance west of
the east branch of Four Mile creek, the one on William
Bell's place, and the other just below, on the farm of
Samuel Graham. The third mound is on the Ridenour
place, in section twenty-nine, not far from Little Four
Mile. Undoubtedly these mounds were raised by the
race, known to us only by the general name, MoundBuilders. They are built in positions whence a view of
the valley may be obtained, and it is supposed that they
were at times used as places of defence. Excavations
prove that they were used as burial places.
The mound on the Graham place is remembered to
have been seven or eight feet high, but has been nearly
levelled by excavations. The mound in section twentynine is the largest. It is about thirty feet high in the
most elevated spot, and is about two hundred and fifty

feet in circumference. In it have been found bones indicating that their orginal possessor was eight feet high. A
very large jaw-bone with a double row of teeth, is
another of the monstrosities found in this mound. Besides these bits of skeletons, the usual number of accompanying rings and ornaments of various kinds have been
dug up.
PIO:'\EERS AND SElTLERS.

A casual glance down the list of the settlers of Israel
township would at once reveal the fact that fully twothirds of the families came lrom the south. It will be
seen that the earliest pioneers came from old Virginia,
and that they were quickly followed and outnumbered
by a continuous stream of emigrants from the Carolinas,
especially from the State of South Carolina. The vast
area of hundr uJ~ of square miles in the northern and
northwestern pans of South Carolina, was the great
source, from ·,·; 11ich the colonization of Israel township was drawn. Well watered, with rich, productive
soil, this tt-rritory has always been a most attractive agricultural region . Prior to and about the year t8oo this
State, with its sisters of the south, was clouded with the
evils of slavery. At this time South Carolina was the
stronghold of Presbyterianism in the south, and to many
of the freedom, justice and conscience-loving members
of that church the sight of slaves and slavery was painful. They were by no means rank Abolitionists, though
few of them held slaves. Their chief anxiety was for
their children, whom they dreaded to see growing up in
the midst of influences which they thought adverse to
Christianity. Seeing no lawful way of doing away with
the cause, they resolved to avoid the dreaded effects, by
a removal of their families to a free State. No doubt,
many were actuated by the promised rewards falling to
the settler of new territory, but there is also no doubt
that the impetus of this migratory movement was chiefly
due to conscientious motives.
Whatever the motive, there is now no doubt but that
the removal was most fortunate.
It will also be seen that the northeastern part of :he
township was settled by members of the Friends' society
from New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Jt is possible that
one or two settlements were made as early as 1 816. In
the spring of x8q, Eli Ganse and his wife, Martha, with
their children, emigrated from Redstone, Pennsylvania,
and settled in section twelve of Israel township. From
this time until 1822, the settlement in this neighborhood
gradually increased by constant emigrations from the
eastern States. Among the earliest settlers were the
Browns, seven brothers of them, who came from New
New Jersey. In 1822 Isaac Ballanger, Isaac Wiley,
John and Nehemiah Starr and others settled in section
twelve. Nehemiah Starr started a tan yard in 182 2, but
soon moved to Indiana. These pioneers have left as
a blessing to their children and their children's children,
a land beautiful for situation, and most rich in agricultural resources.
Inasmuch as nearly all of the earliest pioneers are
dead, and tomb-stones and memories d1m with age are
the only available sources of information, it is very diffi-
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cult to determine who was the first settler in Israel townbut, the Indians being troublesome, went to Venice, Butship.
ler county, where he remained six years. In 18o6 he
The earliest recorded settlement is that of Joseph
built a cabin upon his land, and with his wife, Margaret,
Kingery, who was a native of Virginia, and in 1803 and &ons, Samuel, Jonathan, and Isaac, moved in and
moved to Ohio, and settled in section thirty-two of Israel
began life in the woods. He built the first grist- and sawtownship. His wife, Eva Miller, was a Virgi~ian, and , mill in the township, and consequently made the first
died in 1842. They had six children: Elizabeth, Nancy,
flour and sawed the first lumber. He built a distillery
Sarah, Mary, Martin and Abraham.
near the site of the mill, in 1807, and manufactured the
first whiskey in the county, it is believed by many. He
Abraham Kingery, son of Joseph, was born in Israel
township in 1807. In 1829 he married Margaret Ridewas born in Maryland, in 1771, and was married to Margaret Darcas, who was born in I775· They were the
nour, who was born in I8II. Twelve children have been
born to them. Mr. Kingery died in I865. His widow
parents of sixteen children, only six of whom are now
still survives him and lives on the home farm.
living, viz.: Isaac and Mrs. Margaret Kingery, both of this
township; Mrs. Susan Moore, in College Corner; Mrs.
About the time of Joseph Kingery's settlement, two
brothers, Samuel and James Huston, emigrated from
Elizabeth Brown, in Wayne county, Indiana; Mrs. Nancy
Wilson, in Union county, Indiana; and Mrs. Jesse Doty,
Virginia, and built cabins in section thirty-four, Samuel
settling near where College Corner now stands, and
in Butler county, Ohio. Isaac was born in I 8o6, during
the temporary residence of his parents in Butler county,
James entering the northern half of the section. The
families of both these brothers have become widely sep- Ohio. He married, in 1831, Margaret Doty, and has had
arated, and definite information concerning their where- a family of four sons and four daughters, two of the daughabouts could not be obtained. Samuel and James died
ters being deceased
more than fifty years ago. Together they lived, and
In the winter of I8o5 Joseph Caldwell, an old Quaker,
together they died, both being buried on the same day.
with his children, emigrated from North Carolina, and
Quite a number came to the township in I8o5, and settled in section nine, where Fairhaven now stands. Mr.
among the first of these was William Ramsey and family.
Caldwell was a widower at the time of his emigration.
He was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in I 776.
He was the father of six sor.s-Joseph, who moved
When he· was nine years old he emigrated with his
to Connersville, Indiana; John, who became a Bap·
parents to Rockbridge county, Virginia, and remained
tist preacher; Train, who became quite prominent in
the township; Manliff; James; and Jonathan, who, in
there until 18oz, when his parents moved to Kentucky,
and after remaining there three years, emigrated to Ohio,
1832, laid out the town of Fairhaven, and was the bussettling in Israel township, section twenty-three. Will- band of Nancy Porter, daughter of Rev. Alexander Poriam Ramsey married Rebecca Miller, by whom he had
ter. Jonathan Caldwell has a son engaged in business
seven children: Elizabeth, wife of William Hays, of in Cincinnati.
William McCreary was born in South Carolina in
Mercer county, Ohio; John, living in section twenty-one,
I775· His wife, Mary Douglas, was born in 1777, and
Israel township; Rebecca, wife of Robert Mitchell, both
dead; Martha, wife of William Reed, of Cedarville,
died in 1845. In the spring of 18o6 they emigrated to
Greene county, Ohio; Jane, wife of William Huston, of Ohio, and entered land in section thirty six of Israel
Fayette county, Indiana; William, who died when nine
township, where they spent the remainder of their days.
years old, and Thomas L., living near Cedarville, Greene To them were born five children, four of whom are Iivcounty.
ing-Sarah, the widow of Henry Marshall, resides in
John Ramsey was born in I 8ao, in Rockbridge section thirty-four of Israel township; Mary, the widow
county, Virginia, and afterwards lived in Kentucky, com- of E. Pinkerton, lives in Illinois; James liv~s at Morning Sun; and William lives on the old home place. It
ing to Israel township in I8o5. He was raised .on the farm
in sectiOn twenty-three. His father was, by trade, a millwas at the house of William McCreary that the first
wright and built the McDill mill, and the one at Fairmeeting t? consider the advisability of organizing Hopehaven. In I829 John married Miss Mary Brown,
well church was held. He was one of the earliest towndaughter of James Brown, sr. She was born in 1802, 1 ship officers. In 1822, while returning from Cincinnati
and is the mother of six children, only .two of whom are 1 with his son, James, he was taken very sick, and died on
living, Mary, wife of W. A. Douglass, who lives near his
the way. He was buried in Hopewell township.
father-in-law's residence, and Martha, who lives at home. '
William McCreary, jr., was born in 1814, and in 1840
Abraham Miller emigrated from Virginia in 1805, and 1 was married to Miss Isabella McDill, daughter of David
settled on the farm in section thirty-four, in Israel townMcDill. To them have been born eight children, of
ship, now owned by James McDill. He brought with
whom six are living-Harriet, Jennie, Sarah, Thomas M.,
him a blacksmith, Adam Solladay, who built a shop on
William J., and Charles C.
Mr. Miller's land, about thirty rods from Four Mile
James McCreary was born in 18o6, in section thirty·
creek. About 1814 Robert Miller, an emigrant from
six of Israel township. His wife, Annie Cook, was born
South Carolina, bought the farm.
in 1814, and is still living. They have had five children,
Peter Ridenour came out from Maryland in company of whom Mary, Maggie, and James R. are living. lv.r.
with the Browns, Andersons, Lutzs, and others, on packMcCreary resides in Morning Sun, this township.
Ebenezer Elliott was born in Chester county, South
horses, in 18oo. He entered land in section thirty-three,
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William G. Ramsey was born in 1824, and died in
Carolina, in 1771. His wife, Esther Gaston, also a native
of South Carolina, was born in I no, and died in Israel
187 I.
In 1859, the then brothers, Samuel, Thomas L, and
township, Preble county, 1814. To them were born
William G., formed a copartnership in the general store
seven children: Joseph, James, Janet, William, John,
Ebenezer, Hu~h, Isaiah, and David. Of these, five are
and grain business, and thus continued until the death
of William, in 1871. After the death of their brother,
living: Janet, the widow of Ebenezer Douglas, lives in
Indiana; Ebenezer, Isaiah, James, who settled in Dixon
Samuel and Thomas continued in the business. The
township, and Hugh, who lives on the home place.
amount of business done annually by this firm is about
Ebenezer Elliott emigrated to Ohio the first week of De- ' fifty thousand dollars.
cember, 18o6, and settled in section twenty-six of Israel
Samuel Ramsey has been the efficient postmaster at
township. For two years the family lived in a pole
College Corner since 1873.
shanty. Then Mr. Elliott built a hewed-log house, and
Hugh Ramsey, sr., was born in Lancaster county,
in 1816, erected a brick house, which was probably the
Pennsylvania, in 1779· His wife, Francis Sheppard,
first brick house in the township. Three or four years
was born in 1776, and died in 1835. Mr. Ramsey emiafter his settlement he was elected justice of the peace,
grated with his father to Rockbridge county, Virginia, and
which office he held for several terms. Doring his
after remaining there a short time removed to Woodford
official career he performed very many marriage cerecounty, Kentucky, and in 1807 emigrated to Ohio, setmonies. About one year and a half after his settlement,
tling in section fourteen, of Israel township, Preble
his son, Hugh, was born, and his was among the first, if county. To them nine children were born, all of whom
not the first birth in Israel township. ~fr. Elliott died in
are dead except Hugh B., who was born July 4, 1819.
He married Martha C. Gilmore in 1844, who was born
1849·
Hugh Elliott, born June 26, 18o8, married for his first
in 1825. Only two of their seven children are living.
wife Henrietta Brown, who died in 1849, leaving no chilJohn, son of Hugh Ramsey, sr., familiarly called "long
dren. His second wife, Eli7~'lbeth Robertson, was born
John," was born in x8o4, and in 1807 came with his
in 1826. Four of their seven rhildrcn are living: Henfather to Israel township, and lived in section fourteen.
rietta Elizabeth, wife of Rev. Samuel Buck; Sarah Essie,
He died in 187o on the farm in section twenty-seven,
Edwin, and Annis, all living at home.
near Morning Sun. His wife, Jane Marshall, who was
William Ramsey was born in Ireland in 1749, and
born in x8o6, is still living. To them were born tweh·e
when quite young emigrated to the State of Virginia.
children: Hugh; Sarah, widow of Samuel Hamilton,
His wife, Martha Ochletree, was born in 1769, and died
living in section twenty; James lives in Montana; John
about 1850. In x8o6 he emigrated to Ohio, and settled
A. resides in Morning Sun; William living in Camden; J oin section fourteen of Israel township. To Mr. and
seph T. in Texas; Mary E., wife of William Wright, lives
Mrs. Ramsey we1 e born seven children: Elizabeth, Jane,
in Somers township; David C. and Albert are all living;
Nancy, Martha, Samuel, George, and David, who is the
and Isabella H., wife of John Wrigllt, Eliza, Frances,
only one still living. Mr. Ramsey entered one hundred
wife of James Wright, are dead.
and sixty acres of land
Hugh Ramsey, jr., was born in 1827, and married for
David Ramsey was born in Israel township in 1811,
his first wife Miss Mary Ann Gilmore, daughter of Samon the old farm in section fourteen. His wife, Mary
uel and Margaret Gilmore, who were old pioneers of
Marshall, whom he married in 1831, was born in 1813,
Israel township. Six children were born to them, of
and died in 1843. Five children were born to them.
whom four are living. Mrs. Ramsey died in 1869. In
In 1844 he married Mary C. Gilmore, who was born
1870 he married Miss Clarissa Hamilton, who was born
December 26, 1818, and is still living. She is a sister of in 1832. By this marriage ha~·e been born three children,
Judges W. J. and James Gilmore, and daughter of Dr.
but one of whom is now living. Mr. Ramsey owns one
Eli Gilmore. There have been no children by this marhundred and sixty acres of land well improved.
David C. Ramsey, Hugh's brother, was born in 1847.
riage.
His wife, Susan Orebaugh, was also born in 1847. · They
Samuel Ramsey was born in Rockbridge county, Virginia, in I 799, and emigrated with his father to Ohio in
have had four children. In 1879 Mr. Ramsey engaged
in the manufacture of tile near Morning Sun. He
1806. He died in section fifteen of Israel township in
1836. His wife, Sabina Gilmore, whom he married in
manufactures about seventy-fi~·e thousand tile per year.
George Ramsey was born in Rockbridge county, \'ir1823, was born in 1799, and is living with her son, Samginia, in 1801. He came to Ohio from Kentucky, and
uel To them were born five children, of whom Martha
settled with his parents, William and Martha, in section
A., Thomas L, and Samuel R. are living- all in College
fourteen, of Israel township. His wife, Martha M., was
Corner.
born in x8o6, in Hamilton county, and died in 1874Samuel R. Ramsey was born in 1833, in Israel township. He was united in marriage to Miss Mary A. Wil- They have had nine children born to them, six of whom
are now living. Mr. Ramsey was trustee of his town- •
son, who was born in 1843. They have two children:
ship several terms. He died in 1858.
Sabina C. and Annie M.
Nathan L Ramsey was born in Israel township in
Thomas L Ramsey was born in I 828. He married
Miss Grizzella N. McDill in 1861. Samuel G., their
1831. In 1876 he married Mary E. Caldenvood, born in
18 51. She is the daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth
only child, was born m April, 1862.

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

223

Mr.
Grizella Brown, who died in I 879. Of their eight chi!(Thornburn) Calderwood, natives of Scotland.
' dren, James, David, and John B. are living.
Ramsey has had two children.
James McDill, son of Hugh, was born in Israel townJohn M. Ramsey was born in Israel township in 1832.
He married Susan Reeve, who was born in 1833. They , ship in 1819, and in 1844 was married to Agnes G. Paxton, who was born in I825. They have had five chilhave five children. Mr. Ramsey owns a farm of two
hundred and twelve acres in Israel township, and one of dren. one of whom is dead. Mr. McDill is, at the time
forty acres in Paulding county. He was elected trustee
of this writing, the Republican nominee for county commissiOner.
of Israel township in the year 187 s, which office he now
holds.
James Boyce entered land in this township in I 8o6,
William A. Ramsey, son. of Hugh B., was born in
and the following year built a cabin on the farm now
I~rael township in I846, and in 1869 was married to
occupied by John B. Irwin, and continued to live there
Miss Elizabeth J. Hayes, who was born in Israel town.
until his death in 1842. He was a native of Ireland,
ship in 1847. Their only child, Charlotte A. Ramsey, ' born in q68; emigrated to the United States, and in
was born in I871. Mr. Ramsey lives on his father,
18oo was united in marriage to Mary McGaw, of South
Hugh B. Ramsey's, farm in section four.
Carolina. From that State he removed to Preble county
In the spring of 18o6 a widow by the name of Martha
in 1807. His wife was born in South Carolina in 1778,
Faris, emigrated from Chester county, South Carolina, with
and died in I834· Mr. Boyce was an active and generous
her family of four children. She made the journey in
supporter of religious and educational interests. He con·
company with William McCreary, and settled in Israel
tributed freely to the support of Oxford seminary, in
Butler county, educated several young men at his own
township. Her children were: James, who married Pegexpense, and was one of the founders of the first Bible
gy, daughter of David McDill; David, who married Miss
McClurkin, and Martha and Mary, who never married.
society of Preble county. He carried on the dry goods
David Faris, sr., settled in section twenty-five, which
business several years in the township, giving his attenhe entered about the year I8o7. His wife, Catharine
tion at the same time to farming and stock business. Of
his four children two are living -a daughter in Illinois
McClurkin, emigrated at a very early day with her
parents from South Carolina and settled on Indian creek,
and John H. in this township, on land which his father
Indiana.
entered. He is the youngest of four children, and was
David Faris, jr., was born in Israel township in 182o,
born in 1809. He was married in 1830 to Mary Ann
Irwin, who was born in 181 1.
and died in I865. His wife, Martha Gilmore, was born
in 18r8, and died in 1857. They had five children.
Caleb Pegg emigrated from North Carolina with the
Caldwells, and settled near them. It is not known what
James I. Faris was born in 1843, and in 1865 was married to Caroline Wilson, who was born in I845· They
family he had, as the last representative is gone. Refer·
have had three children: Annie M., George 1., and
ence to the first records of Israel township show that he
was one of the mo.;t active of the early public men, and
Nellie A., all living at home. Mr. .Faris owns one hunat the first election was elect~d clerk of the township, and
dred and fifty-eight acres of well improved lands.
it is his hand that penned the records of the first meetDavid McDill, sr., was born in South Carolina. His wife
was Isabella McQuiston. To them wt:!re born six chil·
ing of township officers. He· was also among the first
township trustees, and in I 813 he became a justice of
dren: Thomas, David, Peggy, who married. James
the peace.
Faris; John, Hugh, Archibald. Mr. McDill was very
desirous to remove his children from the influences of
In the spring of 1805 James Brown, sr., settled below
Hamilton, and in 1807 became a resident of Israel townslavery, and in the spring of 18o6 emigrated to Preble
ship. His wife Elizabeth was born about q8o. Seven
county, and settled in section twenty-six, of Israel township. His son, David, studied for the ministry.· He was
children were born to them before their arrival in Israel
township- -Nathan, living in Iowa; John; Eleanor, widow
among the first school teachers in Israel township. He
of Hugh Porter; Grizella, wife of Hugh McDill; 1\-fary,
graduated at the Associate Reformed Theological seminary at New York. He commenced preaching at Ham·
wife of John Ramsey; and Robert, After their removal
to this township there were horn John, James, and Eli1..a,
ilton, Ohio; removed to Sparta, Illinois, and soon afterwards moved to Monmouth, Illinois, and became the
the wife of Samuel Bonner. ;\lr. Brown settled in section twenty-four.
efficient editor of the Western United Presbyleria11. He
had become a giant in the United Presbyterian church,
Richard Sloan emigrated from South Carolina in the
and the great work that he did as a reformer will always
spring of I8o7, and settled in the southeast quarter of
be remembered. As an editor Dr. McDill had few
section fourteen, on the farm now occupied by his son,
equals. Few men who took up the pen, in controversy
Nathan. John lives in section twenty-two. Dr. Richard
with him, but were willing to drop it again on as good
Sloan has long been a practicing physician at Morning
terms as they could. He died June 15, 187o, and was
Sun. James, Peggy, Polly, and Betsey are dead. Betburied in the cemetery at Monmouth, Illinois. He was
sey was the wife of Squire Thomas Pinkerton.
a mighty man and considered a pillar in the United
In 18o8 Hugh McQuiston, sr., settled in section twenPresbyterian church.
tv-four, where he entered one hundred and sixty acres of
land. On this farm he lived until his death, in 1845, and
Hugh McDill was born in South Carolina in 1794,
and dit·d in Israel township in 1873. His wife was
his son Hugh has occupied it after him, so that the place
1
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- - --------- - - - - - has not passed out of the family. Hugh McQuiston, sr.,
In 1854 he married Ellen Buck, who was born in I833·
was a native of Irt:land, born in 1765, and emigrated at
Eleven children have been born to them, nine of whom
are still living. Mr. Brown engaged in the dry goods
the age of seven years to America, in 177 2. He eventually found his wife in South Carolina, in the person
business in 187 I, in the village of Morning Sun, in comof Margaret Gaston, who was born in that State in 1767.
pany with I. L. McCracken. In I874 he sold out and
engaged in the saw-mill and lumber business with Phillip
She outlived her husband some seven years, dying in
1852. There were six children--Willi:tm, Joseph, David,
Murray and Nathan Foster. He engaged in this business
Eliza, Archibald and Hugh, all deceased but Hugh. He
for two years, at the expiration of which time he sold out
to S. B. Gilmore and moved back to his farm.
was born in I81o; married forhisfirstwifeNancy McDill,
who died in I853· There were six children by this marJohn Bishop, sr., was born in Maryland, in 1774· He
riage, three of whom are deceased, John C. having died
moved into Ohio from North Carolina about 181o, and
in the war of the Rebellion. His second wife was Elizasettled in section four of Israel township. He married
Elsie Hlack, who was born in North Carolina, in I 764beth Wilson, by whom he had one child, now deceased.
David McQuiston was born in South Carolina in
Mr. Bishop was engaged in the War of I 8r 2. Five
children were born him, one only of whom survives.
1807 and died in 1867. His first wife was Sarah McDill, born in I 8o8. She died in 1846. By his first wife
John Bishop, jr., was born in Israel township, in 18o8.
David McQuiston had seven children, only one of whom
In 1854 he married Ellen Laird They have had nine
is now living, viz.: Jane McQuiston, who resides on the
children, all of whom are living. Mr. Bishop owns one
old homestead. For his second wife David McQuiston
hundred and thirty-six acres of land, which is under a
good state of cultivation.
married Nancy, widow of John Foster. She was born
Thomas C. McDill came into the township with his
in I82o and died in 1870.
Mrs. Andrew C. McQuiston, 1ue Anna Foster, was
father in I 8r r. In I 83 7 he purchased the Cliff mills of
born in I 849. Her husband was born in 1840 in Israel
William Ramsey, by whom they were built, and has since
township, and died in 1879 in section twenty-three of operated them. He married Mary J. Paxton, by whom
he has had six children.
the same township. They had seven children born to
them, five of whom are now living.
William McGaw, sr., came into the township and setThomas McQuiston was born in 1829 in lsrael towntled in section five, in I8I r. He was born in Ireland in
ship. His first wife was Nancy Paxton. She was born
1750, and emigrated to this county from South Carolina.
He then married Eliza
He was married in I 77 5, to Mary Patterson, who was
in 182rl and died in I853·
then twenty years of age. He died in this township in
Bonner, born in I836. After her death in 1859 he married Tabitha Harper, born in I842. She died in I874,
1831, at the advanced age of eighty-one, and his wife
when Mr. McQuiston married for his fourth wife Irene
survived him some twelve or thirteen years, reaching the
great age of about ninety years. Out of eleven children
Harper, born in I853· They now reside in Israel townborn to them, all are now deceased but two. These are:
ship. ~Jr. McQuiston has been engaged in the manuMartha, widow of Samuel Smith, living in Illinois;
factory of sorghum for twenty years, and has realized
handsome profits from the business. He manufactures
and William McGaw, jr., of this township. He was born
in I8oi, and has been twice married His first wife was
about four thousand gallons of syrup per year. He was
the inventor of the elevated axle now used on the twoRachel Paxton, who died in I852. He subsequently
married Elizabeth Lang. By his first wife he had ten
horse plows throughout the country.
David McQuiston was born in r8o2 in South Carolina,
children, and by his second, two. Mr. McGaw was
elected justice of the peace of Israel township, in I842,
from which State he emigrated to Ohio in r8o8. His
first wife was Jane McDill, born in r8o2 and died in
and held the office for twentv-seven years.
Washington Ridenour was born in I8Io, on Mill creek,
I 845. Nine children were born to him by his first wife,
in Hamilton county, Ohio, and came to Preble county
eight of whom are living, viz.: Samuel, Hugh, Thomas,
with his parents about I812, and settled near College
Margaret Ann, Martha A., William P., Mary and Sarah
R. For his second wife he married Margaret Hamilton,
Corner, Israel township. His father, Joseph Ridenour.
was a native of Virginia. His wife's maiden name was
who was born in r81 r.
William P. ~1cQuiston, a son of the first marriage,
Annie Troel. They had about sixteen children, of whom
was born in I838. In 186o he married Mary Benner,
only three are living: Washington, Jacob, and Samuel.
who was born in 1841, and has four children living and r Washington Ridenour married Elizabeth Fudge, who was
two dead. He resides in the house built by his f.·lther in
born in I818, and died about fourteen years ago. To
them have been born thirteen children, eighth of whom
J824George R. Brown was born in 1809 in Israel township,
are living: Samuel, two miles east of Eaton; Joseph,
section twenty-four, and died in 187 3· His wife, Marganorth of Eaton, in Washington township; Bird lives east
ret Herron was born in Israel township in r 8r r, and died
of Eaton, with Luther Cotterman; Mary Petrey, wife of
in 1877. To them were born six children-James A.,
John Petrey, of Monroe township; and Mary Ann SteSamuel, Mary, widow of John Wallace, who lives in Illiphens, living in West Manchester- all of Preble county.
nois, Ellen, wife of S. B. Gilmore, Jane, deceased, and
James Brown, sr., was born in South Carolina in r8o2,
Alice, wife of J. B. Johnson, dead
and emigrated to Preble county, Ohio, with his father,
James A. Brown was born in Israel township in 1831. 1 ~at han Brown, in 18 I 3, and settled on the farm now
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- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - ---- --- - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - owned by John Brown in section twenty-six. His father
In r839 he married Lydia Stephenson, who was born in
died in Dixon township. His mother died a short time
r8I6, and died in I879· They have had eight children,
previous to the removal of the remnant of the family to
all but one of whom are still living.
Ohio. James Brown married Elizabeth Scott, who was
John Marshall was raised on the farm which his father
born in Butler county, Ohio, in I8o4. They have had
purchased, when he first came to Israel township, and
a family of twelve children-six living.
lived there until his marriage in I839·
William Van Skiver settled in Israel in I8I6, entering
Robert Gilmore was born in Rockbridge county, Virthe land now owned by his son, Samuel. He was born
ginia, in I 793· and in r815 emigrated to Franklin county,
in New Jersey in 1758, and died in I8I9. His wife,
Ohio, where he remained two years. In I 8 I7 he came
Elizabeth, died in I846, aged seventy-five. There were
to Preble county, and settled in section twenty, Israel
seven children- five daughters and two sons, two of township, where he remained till his death, which occurred
whom are now living: Elizabeth, widow of William
in 1873· He was married in 18I8 to 1\Iartha Paxton, who
Brown, and Samuel, who resides in the old homestead
was born in Virginia in r8o2, and emigrated in I8IS to
in section thirteen.
Franklin county, Ohio, with her parents, Jonathan and
Samuel Van Skiver was born in I 8os; was married to
Nancy Paxton. To Mr. and 1\hs. Robert Gilmore were
Elizabeth Brown in I827. Mr. Van Skiver was five years I born eight children-Sarah Jane, wife of John Buck,
I
the senior of her husband, having been born in I8oo. I died in I848; James A, resides on the old homestead in
A daughter (Hannah) of Samuel and Eliza Van Skiver I Israel township; Jonathan P. is dead; Nancy lives on
I the old home place; Annie P. is dead; William M. on
is the wife of Mr. H. Morton.
I
Samuel Bell was born in Ireland in 1780. He moved I the old place; Robert P.; and Samuel B.
into Ohio from South Carolina. He died in Israel
Robert P. Gilmore was born in I834, and in I857
township in I866. His wife was Jane Hamilton, born " I married Rachel Buck, who was born in 1835. They have
in South Carolina in I 783. She died in the same ~ear I two children. Mr. Gilmore resides in section thirty, Is·
with her husband. Six children were born to them, fi-,;·~
rae! township, where he owns one hundred and sixty
acres of land.
of whom are li\·ing: Andrew, John, James, William and
Nathan. ·.of these Andrew, William and Nathan reside
Joseph Steele emigrated from North Carolinfi in 1818,
and settled in Israel township, section three. By his
in Israel township. John resides in Iowa, and James in
Kansas.
wife, Jeannette Taylor, he had ten children, four of
Nathan Bell was born in r827, in Israel township. He
whom are living-John, Joseph, and Mary N. reside
in Indiana, and Samuel Steele lives in section three, Ishas never been married, but resides on the old homestead.
rael township. Samuel was born in 1814, in North CarWilliam Bell was born in 1822. In 185I he married
Sarah McCollum, who was born in 1823. Her parents l olina, and came to Ohio in I8I8. In 1840 he married
were James and Mary McCollum. Nine children were
Martha Hays, who was born _in ISIS, and died in 1879.
born to Mr. and Mrs. William Bell, six of whom are now
To them were born ten children, fo•1r of whom are living.
living.
In the fall of 1830 Joseph Steele moved to Clinton
county, Indiana, and his son, Samuel, after living with
James H. Brown was born in I833, and married
his father seven years, rented a farm in Israel township,
Caroline Duvall who was born in I846. They have had
three children, all living.
and eight years after his marriage bought the farm which
George S. Hamilton was born in South Carolina in
he now owns-three hundred and fifty-six acres of land.
John Brown was born in Burlington county, New Jer1799, and when eight years of age, removed with his
parents, Samuel and Jane Hamilton, to Kentucky. In
sey, in 1777, and died in Israel township, Preble county,
1816 they came to Preble county, and located on the
in 1856. In I8o6 he married Sarah Moore, who was
tract of land now owned by James and Thomas Johnson,
born in Trenton, New Jersey, in q86, and is still living
in section twenty-four. Samuel Hamilton was born in
with her children in Israel township. Mrs. Brown is the
oldest person living in Israel township, and probably the
17 75, and deceased in 1824. His wife survived him, and
died in Indiana in r8s6, at the age of eighty-one. Her
oldest in the county. She has seen General Washington
maiden name was Jane Smith. They had a family of marching through Trenton at the head of his troops.
ten children : Alexander, Elizabeth (afterwards wife of She has wonderful vitality and still retains her powers of
Thomas Brown), GeorgeS., Israel, John, James, Nancy,
mind, and has not yet ceased to work a little. She is
Jane, Robert and Mary. Of these, George S., Robert
now ninety-five . years of age. She has one great-great·
and Mary (now Mrs. Adam Peters), are living. George
grandchild, fifteen great-grandchildren, seven grandchilS. was married in 1825 or 1826, to Hannah, daughter of dren, and three children living, viz.: Nathaniel M.,
Joseph G., and Bathsheba, wife of W. L. Stratton, all
Dr. John Ramsey, who was an early settler in the township.
living in the same section in Israel township in which
they settled. Mr. and Mrs. John Brown emigrated to
James Marshall was born in Ireland about r 785. He
emigrated from Georgia to Ohio, and settled in section
Ohio in 18I5, and remained in Warren county for three
five of Israel township in 1817. His wife was Elizabeth
years, and in I 8 I 9 came to Israel township, and settled
Wilson, also born in Ireland. He died in Israel townin section twelve.
ship. By his marriage he had nine children.
Nathaniel Brown was born in 1807, and in 1829 was
John Marshall, son of the above, was born in 1815.
married to Sarah Nixon, by whom he has had three chi!1
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has been road commissioner of the Fair Haven and
dren-Mrs. F. A. Beall, living in Israel township; Mrs.
College Corner turnpike since I859·
John Stephens, in Eaton; and John B10wn, in CincinJonathan Paxton, jr., was born in Israel township in
nati.
I8IQ. In I852 he married Elizabeth Jane McQuiston,
William Brown was born in New Jersey about 1781.
who was born in 183I, and who died in 1879. They
In I 8 I 6 he moved to Ohio, and about I 8 H) settled in
have had five c.hildrcn, all of whom a"rc now living. Mr.
section two, of Israel township. His wife, who was ElizPaxton owns a farm of sixty acres, which is under a good
abeth Van Skiver, was born in 1794, and is still living in
state of cultivation.
Israel township. William Brown emigrated first to WarRobert Gilmore Paxton was born in Rockbridge counren county, Ohio, where he stayed for a year, and from
ty, Virginia, in I 799· His wife, Mary Ann McDill, was
there moved to his present farm. He died in 1873,
born in I8oo, and is still living. In I8I8 he emigrated
leaving a wife and two c.hildren: Barclay, aud Sarah
to Preble county and settled in section eighteen of Israel
Ann, wife of Joseph Borradaile.
township. He was justice of the peace in Israel townBarclay Brown was born in 1822,and in 1849 he married
ship, and served during the years I 84o-46. Of their
Sarah Mullin, born in 1831. They have had five children,
children, Agnes, wife of James McDill, lives in Israel
four of whom still survive. Mr. Brown owns one hundro:d
township; Samuel M. lives in Israel township; John C.
and four acres of land in section one, Israel township.
is in Israel ; Jane, wife of William Wilson, lives in Iowa;
Thomas Brown was horn 111 South Carolina, in I 792,
Martha Ann, wife of Alexander Orr, lives in Israel townand emigrated from that State to Ohio in 1816, and
ship; Robert G. is in Israel, and Louisa lives with her
about I8I9 settled in Israel township, section twentymother in College corner.
seven. His wife was Elizabeth Hamilton, born I 798,
Robert(~. Paxton was born in 1838. His wife, Elizaand died in I847 · They have had nine children, one of
het.h Jane Graham, was born in Ig47 · To them three
whom (John) is dead: Jane, Andrew, Samuel, William,
chf.dren have been born. Robert resides on the old
Eliza, James H ., Israel and Margaret arc living.
Andrew Brown was born in 182I, and in I849 married .-M~me farm in section twenty-nine.
Samuel M. Paxton was born in I827, and in 1850 marEliza Smith, born in 1828. They have four children now
living. Mr. Brown owns one hundred and forty-two
ried J. Simpson, who was born in I83I, and died in
1867 . Four of their fi\·e children arc still living. Samacres of land, which is under good cultivation.
uel Paxton resides in section twenty-nine, where he owns
The Smiths were old settlers of Preble county, and
one hundred and sixty acres of land.
natives of Kentucky.
Samuel B. Gilmore, son of William and Martha GilJohn C. Paxton was born in I829. In 1853 he marmore, was born in Virginia in 1So r. . When but a boy
ried Mary Ann Pinkerton, who was born in 1833. She
was the daughter of Ebenezer and Mary Pinkerton. Her
he came with his parents to Preble county, where they
settled in Israel township, where Margaret Gilmore now
father, born in I8o5, died in I862; and her mother, who
lives. In I 828, Samuel Gilmore married Margaret 1\Icis the daughter of William McCreary, sr., is living in
Mahon, who was born in Ireland in 1806. She was the
Peoria county, Illinois. She was born in Israel towndaughter of David and Sarah McMahon, who settled in
ship in I8o8, on the McCreary farm.
Butler county at an early day. To Mr. and Mrs. Samud
Benjamin Morton settled in I8HJ. He was once a
(;ilmore were born four children, three daughters and
native of New Jersey, and was born in 1787. He was
one son : Sarah is the wife of J . P. Smith; James I. is
married to Hannah Jenney, who was born in I 795· He
married and lives at home; Martha J. the wife of James
died in June, 18 54, in this township, and his wife in OcRamsey, lives in Tennessee; and Mary is the wife of
tober, I Sso. They had a family of thirteen children,
eight sons and fiw daughters. Ten of them are now
Hugh Ramsey. Mr. Gilmore died in 1836, and his
widow resides in the old place, which consists of one
living, to-wit : John and Samuel (twins), the former in
hundred and forty acres of land.
Edgar county, lllinois, and the latter in Dixon township,
this county; Sarah, wife of Joseph McDivitt; Ashir, BenJonathan Paxton was born in Rockbridge county, Virginia, in I778. In I8J7 he emigrated to Franklin counjamin, and Israel, all in Edgar county, lllinois; Hezekiah,
ty, Ohio, and the next year he moved _to Preble county,
in this township ; Margaret, wife of Nathan HulTman, in
and settled in section twenty, of Israel township, where
Dixon township; Hannah, wife of Simeon Sutten, lh·ing
he died in I852. His wife, Agnes Gilmore, who was
in Harrison county, Missouri; and William, who resides
born in Rockbridge county, VIrginia, in 1 783, died the
in Gasper township, this county. Samuel Morton was
born in I8I9, in Warren county, Ohio, and in 1856 marsame year that her husband died. They had seventeen
children, all of whom lived to raise families. Five of
ried Miss Susan Kinney, who was born in 1832.
When Benjamin Morton moved into the woods of
these are still living : James S. resides in Erie county,
Israel he and his family camped by the side of a log until
Ohio; Jonathan resides in Israel township; Alexander P.
he could erect his cabin. In this cabin they lived for
resides in Israel township; Mary G., wife of Thomas
about fourteen years, during which the land was cleared
McDill, lives on Four Mile creek at the old mill;
of the forest and brought under cultivation. The place
Elizabeth, wife of James Gavin, lives in Missouri.
is now occupied by Mr. Borradaile.
Alexander P. Paxton was born in I826. He married
Rosanna C. Wilson, who was born in I828, in Israel
William Morton, who was born in I 838, was married.
in I874, to Emma Isabel Dooley, daughter of Sila!i
township. They have had eight children. Mr. Paxton
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Dooley, jr. To them has been born one child, Fanney
1., .born in I876. Mr. Morton has owned the farm of
one hundred and sixty-seven acres, on which he now resides, since the year of I86z.
William Asay was born in New Jersey in 1784, and
died in 1858. He married Rachel Shaw, born in 1785,
and who died in 1862. There were nine children born
them, two of whom survive, Joseph and Samuel.
Samuel Asay was born in I823. In 1845 he married
Perthia Oupp, who was born in Kentucky in 1820.
They have had two children, one of whom is now living.
Joseph Asay was born in New Jersey in I8I2. He
came to Ohio with his parents in I 8 I 5, and settled in
Warren county. After a stay of five years they moved
to Preble county and settled in section eleven, of Israel
township. In 1837 Joseph Asay married Catharine S.
Brown, who was born in Kentucky in 1817. They have
had two children-both daughters-born to them, one
of whom is living, Susan B., wife of Abraham H. Ballin~er.

Mr. Asay 0\Wls a farm of four hundred and forty
acres in Preble county.
Isaac Ballinger was born in New Jersey in '776, and
died in I852. His wife, Hannah, was born in q8o,
and died in 1862. In I822 he emigrated with his family to Ohio and settled in Israel township, section tweh·e.
He had seven children.
Abraham Ballinger, sr., was born in New Jersey in
1801; his wife, Beulah Brown, was born in 18o5. Abraham Ballinger, jr., was born in Israel township in 1835.
His wife, Susan Asay, was born in 1840. They have
had four children, all of whom are living.
David T. Wilson was born in Preble county in 1826.
His parents, Daniel and Catharine (Rock) Wilson, were
among the early settlers of the county, coming from
South Carolina. David Wilson married Mary Jane Orr,
born in 1835 in Israel township. Six children were
born to them, all of whom are living.
Of the nine children born to Daniel and Catharine
Wilson, seven are living: John R., Mary A., widow of
Henry C. Blake, now residing in Iowa; David S., residing in Israel tO'Vnship; Rosannah C., wife of Alexander P.
Paxton; William lives in Iowa; Sarah, wife ot John Lee,
lives in Nebraska. Thomas D. lives in Iowa; Elizabeth
is dead, and James B. died in 1864, while in the war of
I 861-5.
Joseph Marshall was born in Ireland in I8oi. From
Ireland he emigrated to Georgia with his parents, and
from there he came to Ohio in 1819. They moved
back to Georgia after a short stay in Ohio. In 1837
Joseph Marshall move~ again into Ohio and settled in
Preble county, where he died in 1861. His wife was
Mary Ann Trimble, of Georgia. Six children were born
them : John, James, Matthew, Joseph, Daniel, and a
child who died in infancy.
William D. Borradaile was born in Burlington county,
New Jersey, in 1816. From New Jersey he moved to
Ohio, and in I 83 I settled in section two, of Israel township. He married Priscilla Brown, who was born in
I8:u, and dred in I874· Her parents emigrated to Ohio,

from New Jersey, in the fall of 1815, and settled in
Warren county. In 1818 they moved to Preble county
and settled in Israel township, section two. William D.
Borradaile's parents emigrated to Ohio, from New Jersey, in 1831, and settled in Preble county. W. B. Borradaile was elec:ted justice of the peace in Israel township in 186o, and has held that position ever since. He
has had eight children, five of whom are living.
John Marshall, sr., was the first representative of the
family who settled in Preble county. He emigrated
with his family from Ireland and settled in Israel township in 1820. His son Robert, born in Ireland in 181o,
married Margery M. Sample, who was born in I8I5They had eight children, as follows: John, David S.,
Margaret R., deceased, and a child who died in infancy;
Mary A., Sarah M., Elizabeth and Rebecca Ellen.
John Marshall was a graduate of Miami university, and
afterward prepared himself for the ministry, but on account of partial los:> of hearing he gave up the ministry
and engaged in teaching school. He taught the Morning Sun academy, and was school examiner for a number of years. He married Margaret Swan. He died in
I873 and his wife in I879·
James Graham was born in Virginia in 1790. From
this State he emigrated to Ohio, and in the fall of I 822
settled in section twenty-one, of Israel township. In
I8I5 he married Margaret Whitman, who was born in
1794, and who died in I839· Eleven children were
born to them, six of whom survive: Samuel, Andrew,
Thomas, William, Harriet and Joseph.
Samuel Graham was born in Virginia in I822, and
came to Ohio with his parents. In I 843 he married
Isabel 1\IcClanahan, who was born in 1820. They have
had six children, three of whom survive.
Dr. Eli Gilmore was born in Rockbridge county, Virginia, in 1795, and came to Ohio with his father in I825,
and immediately began the practice of medicine. He
lived for many years on the farm in section eleven, now
occupied by Samuel Asay. His wife, Clarissa M. Clayton, was born in 1802. They were the parents of eight
children who grew to maturity: Mary C., wife of David
Ramsey; William J., ex-supreme judge of Ohio, now
living in Columbus; Robert M. ; Martha C., wife of Hugh
B. Ramsey; Elvira, who died near Greencastle, Indiana;
Alexander; Esther; and James A., judge of the court of
common pleas at Eaton. Dr. Gilmore's professional career is noted in the sketches of physicians.
Thomas Scott emigrated from Burlington county,
New Jersey, in 1817, and settled in Gratis township,
near the village of Winchester. He entered one hundred and seventy-two acres of land, which is now owned
by Samuel S. Scott Thomas Scott was born in Burlington county, New Jersey, in q8o, and died on the
farm in Gratis, where he first settled in 1842. His wife,
whose maiden name was Mary Smith, was born the
same year and in the same place as her husband. She
survived him, and died in Israel township in 1853.
They had ten children, four living and six deceased.
The survivors are: Abner S.; Mrs. Sarah Simmons, of
Fair Haven; Daniel, residing in Cass county, Indiana,
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- - -- -- -- - - - --- - - --- - - --- - - - - - and Samuel, who, as above stated, occupies the old
homestead near Winchester.
Abner Scott was born in 18o7, in Burlington county,
New Jersey, and was a lad of ten years when his parents came to Ohio. He married Esther W. Hunt, who
was born in Burlington county, New Jersey, in 1812,
and in 1828 came with her mother to Preble county,
her father, John Hunt, having died in New Jersey in
1824. Mrs. Hunt died in 1859, in her seventy-fourth
year. Mr. Scott is the father of six children, as follows :
Mrs. L Gable, of Eaton ; John, deceased ; Mrs. David
Owens, deceased; Mrs. Lewis Gillingham, who resides
on a part of the old homestead of George Washington,
near Mt. Vernon; Joseph P. in Israel, and Mrs. James
Elliott in Greenville, Darke county.
Joseph P. Scott was born in Israel township, in 1847.
In 1872 he married Hannah Maria Dugdale, born in
Richmond, Indiana, in 1845. Two of their three children are still living.
John Herron was born in South Carolina in 18o6, and
died in Israel township, in 1853. His wife Jane Douglas was born in 1807, and died in 1877. They settled
in Israel township on the farm in section nineteen. They
were the parents of five children, three of whom are
living, viz: John C., Martha Hamilton, and Mary, wife
of Samuel Marshall, of Butler county.
John C. Herron was born in 1846. In 1870 he was
married to Mary N. Paxton, who was born in 1849.
Their four children are living.
Samuel Buck was born in South Carolina in 1801, and
died in 1863. His wife, Margaret C., was born in South
Carolina in 1805, and died in 1876. Their children are :
Thomas M., Mary J., Sarah M., William, Eleanor, Margaret A., John P., Robert A., and a child who died in
infancy. John P. Buck was born in Israel township, in
1839. He married Minerva Lane, who was born in
Indiana. Four children have been born to them, all of
whom are living, viz : Effie, Mary, Samuel, and Arthur.
Mr. Buck owns two hundred and eighty-five acres of well
improved land.
Matthew Wilson came from Kentucky in 1828, and
located in section thirty-four, Israel township. His wife
was Jane McQuiston, who bore him eight children, three
are now living: Mrs. Hugh McQuiston, Jane, and William. William Wilson, back in 1838, was engaged in the
dry goods business at Fair Haven. In 1840 he purchased a farm north of that village, where he resided
two years. In 1842 he bought where he now resides in
section thirty-three. He was born in 1812, and was
married to Jane Brown in 1833, and has had twelve children, six of whom are living.
Robert M. Wilson was born in Kentucky, in 1812, and
died in 1871. His wife was Sarah Leech, born in 1799,
and died in 1866. They had five children, three of
whom are living: Charles A., born in 1856; Robert .M.,
born in 186o ; and Sarah L. , born in 1865· They own
a farm of one hundred and thirty-two acres, which is in
a good state of cultivation.
Robert Rock was born in r8o8. His wife was Jane
Hamilton, who was born about 1815, and who died in

1852. They have had three children-Mary Jane, who
married James A. Morrow, living in Washington county,
Iowa; Andrew B., living in Israel township; Nancy R .,
who died in infancy.
Andrew B. Rock was born in 1837. He married Martha F. Worden, who was born in 1848. Five children
have been born to them, all now living. He owns a farm
of about eighty acres in Israel township.
- - - Hamilton was born in 1828 in Israel township.
His wife was Sarah J. Ramsey, born in 1830. In 1872
he died in Israel township. About 1866 he was elected
trustee of the township. Seven children have been born
to them, three of whom are living, viz. : Mary, Hannah
and Eliza, living at home.
John Hamilton was born in section twenty-four of Israel township in 1831. He married Martha Herron, who
was born in 1842. Eight children have been born to
them.
Gavin McMillin was born in Ireland in q89. In 1825
he moved to Ohio from South Carolina, and settled is
section thirty-six of Israel township. H is wife was Rosanna Ronalds, born in 18o6. She now resides in
Greene county, Ohio. Thirteen children were born them,
four of whom are now alive. John R. McMillin, son of
the above was born in 1834. In 1872 he married Harriet Louisa McCreary, who was born in 1842. They
have had four children, all of whom are now Jiving.
Gavin McMillin was for many years pastor of the cld
Covenanter church near Morning Sun.
William Maddock was born in South Carolina about
1788. From that State he moved to Ohio and settled
in Israel township. His first wife was Hannah Stubbs,
by whom he had nine children, four of whom are now
alive. His second wife was Sarah Huffman, a Kentuckian.
They have had seven children, four of whom are now
living.
Edward Maddock married M. J. Felton, daugh
ter of Edward Felt9n, an old settler of Gasper township.
They have had six children, four now living. He is giving a good deal of attention to raising of pu re stock. His
farm contains about two hundred and thirty acres.
James Cook settled in Israel in the yee.r 1831, removing here from Butler county, Ohio. His father died in
that county in 1819. His mother came with him to
Preble county and lived until 1874, dying at the great
age of ninety-six years. Mr. Cook was born in Hamilton county, Ohio, in 18o9; was married in 1837 to Mary
McDill. She was born in 1817, and died in r851. They
had six children, as follows : Jane E., Thomas M. (deceased in r868), James .M., William C. (died in 1863),
and his sons who died in infa_pcy. James Cook, the
father, is a prominent member of the United Presbyterian church at Morning Sun, !lnd was elected elder in 1840.
His son, James M., resides in this township near Morning
Sun. He was born in 1842; married Mary A. Logan in
1871. ~he was born in Indiana in 1846. They have
three children.
John B. Orr was born in Butler county, Ohio, in 1811,
and died in 1843. In 1832 he moved to Preble county,
and settled in section sixteen of Israel township. His
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wife was Jane Porter, born in 181 2. She is the daughter
of Rev. Alexander Porter, who came to Israel township
from South Carolina in 1814. Mrs. Orr is the mother of
four children, two of whom are living.
Alexander P. Orr was born in 1832, and in 1853 he
married Martha Paxton, who was born in 1835. They
have four children. Mr. Orr owns the old homestead
farm, on which his grandfather, Rev. Alexander Porter,
settled. The big willow tree mentioned hereafter is on
their place, near the spring, back of the house.
Israel Brown was born in Israel township, section
eighteen, in 1833.
In 1866 he married Anna Eliza
Mann, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1841. They
have a family of three children. Mr. Brown has one
hundred acres of land in section twenty-seven, his father's
old homestead.
Caleb Shera, a native of Ireland, born in 1805, emigrated with his parents to Franklin county, Indiana, in
1821. In 1835 he removed to Preble county, and settled in this township, in section thirty-one, where he has
since resided. In the spring of 1832 he was married to
Sally Shaffer, born in Butler county, Ohio, 1812. He
has served as township trustee four years. Has a good
farm, with excellent improvements. He has a family of
six children.
Joseph Marshall was born in Ireland in 1801. Matthew and Sarah (Grimes) Marshall were his parents. The
Marshalls emigrated from Ireland to Georgia, and in
1819 to Ohio, where they remained but eighteen months,
when they returned to Georgia. To l\'latthew and Sarah
Marshall were born seven children--Joseph, Jane, Elizabeth, William, Sarah, Matthew, and Mary, who lives in
sectivn twenty, Israel township, with her nephews.
Joseph Marshall was married to Mary Ann Trimble, a
native of Georgia. In 1837 they removed from Georgia
to Preble county, and settled in Israel township, where
Mr. Marshall died in 1861. To them wen: six children
born, of whom Matthew and Joseph are still living on the
home place. The others were John, James, a child that
died in infancy, Daniel.
Samuel B. Gilmore was born in Israel township in
1837. His wife, who was Ellen E. Brown, was born in
1840. In 1878 he bought the saw-mill at Morning Sun,
owned by Philip Murray and James A. Brown, and has
since then been 'engaged in this business. He has had
eight children, six of whom are living.
James A. Magaw was born in Israel township in 1839.
His wife was Grizella C. Brown, born in 1848. Mr.
Magaw farms about one hundred and sixty-five acres of
land in section twenty-three. The family consists of
four children, all of whom are living at home.
Edward Hawes was born in Wayland, Massachusetts,
in 1815. In 1834 he moved to Boston. After three
years he moved to Illinoi~. From there he moved to
Butler county, Ohio, where he lived two years. In 1839
he moved to Indiana, but moved back to Ohio in a year
or two, and settled in Fair Haven. He lived there for
thirteen years, and engaged in the mercantile business.
In 1854 he closed his business, and moved to Iowa. He
afterwards moved back to Fair Haven, and engaged in
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the general store business which has been his business
He was married to Mary Jane Walden, born
in 1828, in Butler county, Ohio. He has had five children, three of whom survive.
Henry Marshall was born in Georgia in 1804, and died
in 1871. His first wife, Martha Ramsey, was born in
1809, and died in 1837· To them were born four children: Eliza (dead), William, who lives in Iowa; James
L in this township, and John P. (dead). James L. was
married in 186o, to Caroline E. McClanahan, and has
had eight children, seven of whom are living. Henry
Marshall married for his second wife, Sarah McCreary, who was born in 1805, and is still living. By his
second wife he had three children, only one of whom,
Mary Jane, is living.
William Hays settled in section three, Israel township,
at an early day, and died in 1835. His wife, Elizabeth
Ramsey, was born in 1798, and lives in Mercer county,
Ohio, with her daughter, Rebecca Wiley. The children
of Mr. and Mts. Hays were six-four sons and two
daughters: Rebecca, wife of Rev. Preston Wiley, lives
in Mercer county; John G. and William R. live in Israel
township; Robert in Iowa; as is also Thomas R
William Ramsey Hays was born in 18z8, and in 1859
married Miss Elizabeth Jane Marshall, who was born in
1840. Eight of their nine children are living, and all
at home; Isabella A., Margaret E., Lydia M., Mary E.,
John Henry, James C., William B. and Walter. Mr.
Hays is the possessor of three hundred and fifty-five
acres of land in Israel township. He resides in section
three, where he is the possessor of two hundred and five
acres.
John G. Hays was born in section three of Israel
township in 1824. His wife, Mary J. Williamson, was
born in 1827. She is one of the seven children of Mr.
and Mrs. Alexander Williamson, both of whom died
many years ago. To Mr. and Mrs. Hays seven children
have been born, all of whom are living: Elizabeth, wife
of \V. A. Ramsey, of Israel township; W. A. living in
Iowa; John M. in Fayette county, Indiana; James H.
living in Connersville; R. M., Rhoda R. and Mary M.
living at home.
James Hamilton was born in 1842, in Israel township.
His wife, Sarah D. Newton, was born in 1843, in Somers
township. They have four children, all of whom are
living.
John B. Johhston was born in 1842, and married Ahce
E. Brown in 1869. She was the daughter of George and
Margaret Brown, and was born in 185o, and died in
r879. Two of their three children are living-Luther R.
and Harry E. He owns eighty-two acres of land in section twenty-three.
Joseph Cramer was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, in 1814. From Pennsylvania he emigrated to
Ohio in 1845, and settled in Israel township, near Fair
Haven. In 1838 he married Mary J. Ramsey, born in
1814. Joseph Cramer's father was a descendant of some
Cramers who came from Holland, and were among the
first settlers of New Amsterdam-now New York city.
Joseph Cramer had seven children, three of whom sur-

i .ever since.
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vive. He owns two hundred and twenty acres of land,
which is under a good state of cultivation.
William Douglas, sr., was born in l'enn:;ylvania in
1769, and died in 1854· His wife, Ann l>ougbs, was born
in 1 i7 4, and died in dl39. Their five children arc dead.
William Dougbs, jr., the fourth child of the above,
was born in Pennsyh·ania in I8os. lu 1R.37 he was
married to Eliza Coulter, who was born in Ireland in
I 8 I 4. and came to Pennsylvania when she was eight
years old. In I8.n, just after their marriage, they removed to Preble county, and settled on the farm in Israel township, where l\f rs. Douglas still resi<IL-s with her
sons. To Mr. and ~Irs. Douglas have been horn nine
children, of whom eight arc living- Thomas C. married
Sophia H ungsinger, and lives in Indiana; Margaret :\nn
is dead; William A. married Mary Ramsl:y ; James H.
married Jane McDivitt, and lives in Somers township;
Robert A. had for his first wife J e nnic Crose, and for his
second, Isabella Coulter; Isabella Douglas married
Robert Irwin; John C. married Eva Tc::tgue; ::tnu Benjamin B. and Samuel J. are living at home with their
mother. They have chargl: of the home farm, which is
unucr a good state oi cultivation.
Philip Murray was born in Somers township in 18 '4·
His father, Thom::ts Murray, was born in Ireland in 1779,
and his mother, M::trtha Lewellen, was born in this country in 17 88. They were early settlers of Somers township. In I844 Philip Murray married Elizabeth Hader,
who was born in 1823, and died in 1856. Four of the
six children by this marri::tge arc living. In 1857 I\fr.
l\lurray married Elizabeth T . Moren , who was born in
, 820. Two children have been born by this marriage.
In 1862 Mr. Murray became township treasurer, which
office he held for four yl:ars. Until thl: year r834 he
was a farmer. In that year he took charge of a saw-mill
on the Killough farm, in Somers township. He has been
connected with the saw-mills located on the Camden and
Richmond pike, on the farm of John Mill~, then on the
farms of John Douglas and Thomas !\I cQuiston. In
the year I858 he quit the milling busintss and engaged
in the dry goods business at Morning Sun until about
the year 1866, when he again engaged in the saw-milling
business.
Winburn Jenkins was born in North Carolina in 1817.
From that State he moved to Ohio, and settled in Israrl
township, section six, in 1849. He married Sussanah
Leviston in 185-, and has had six children, three of
whom are living.
James R . Smith was born in Union county, Indiana,
in I8Io, and died in I8Si· His wife was Mary Paxton,
who died in I 871. They had ten children, three of
whom are still living : Eliza, married and living in Israel
township ; Mary, married and living in Fair Haven, and
William R., living in Israel township. William R. Smith
was born in I836. In I8Si he married Mary Ann
Evans, who was born in I836. She died in I874, leaving three children. He married again in the same year,
a Miss Grace E. Munns, who was born in Butler county,
Ohio. They have had two children. He lives in Fair
Haven and owns fifty-four acres of land.

Robert Smith, the second son of James and Ann
Smith, was born in Kentucky in the year I 795· In I 81 5
he was united in marriage to Mary A. Patterson, who
was born in South Carolina in I 795· She emigrated to
Ohio with her parents and settled in section thirty, of
Israel township, where her father entered land in 18o6.
They had sewn children born to them, of these only
four survi,-e : John P. , Samuel P., Eliza Jane, and Margaret. The two daughters reside in Kansas, but John P.
and Samuel P. still reside in this township.
J aml:s Smith was one of the earliest pioneers of the
county, having settled in Somers township, it is said, in
1802.
John P. Smith was born in r8r6 in Somers township.
In 1840 he married Nancy Buck, who was born in I8I8,
and died in 1857· By this marriage he had four children, three of whom survive. In 1858 he married a
second time. His wife was Jane Morrow, born in Pennsyivania in 1826. She died the same year of her marria ge, leaving one child. His third wife was Margaret
:\lcKay, who died in 1862, leaving one child. In I863
he married Sarah Gilmore, who was born in I83o. By
this marriage hl: h::ts had four children, all living. In
1869 Mr. Smith was elected justice of the peace, which
ofticc he held for nine years. In I 866 he was elected
to the office of clerk of the township, which position he
still holds.
Samuel P. Smith was born in Somers township in
182o. In 1842 he married Mary Ann McGaw, who was
born in 1 8 I 9, and who died in I 8 52. There were born
them four children, three of whom still survi,·e. In
I853 he married for his second wife Matilda McBride,
born in South Carolina in 1823. They have had three
children.
Alexander M. Smith was born in Dixon township in
1857, and in 1879 was married to Lydia Allen, who was
born in Cnion county, Indiana, in 1857· They have
one child, Nora !\lyrtle Smith. He owns forty-five acres
of land given him by his father.
James Harper, the only surviving child of Nathan and
Elizabeth Harper, was born in Union county, Indiana,
in 1829. In I8so he moved to Preble county, Ohio,
and located on the farm on which he now lives. In the
same year he married Margaret A. Paxton, who was born
in Israel township, in 1828; and who died in I876. Ten
children w~re born to them, six of whom are still living.
Mr. Harper owns ninety acres of land located in section
twenty-one of Israel township.
Alexander Caldwell was born in Ireland in x8l--8. In
I846 he emigrated to Pennsylvania, where he lived
about five years. He then moved to Virginia and stayed
there a year. In the next year, I852, he moved to Ohio
and settled in Israel township, where he has since resided. His wife was Mary Monteith, born in Ireland in
I 83 r.
Nine children have been born to them, all of
whom are living. Mr. Caldwell owns a farm of eighty
acres, one and a half miles northeast of College
Corners, Ohio.
Andrew Campbell was born ir Ireland in li9I. He
emigrated from Ireland to Preble county in 1852. His
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wife was Rachel Weir, who was born Ireland in q8I,
clear two acres and put them in wheat. The crop raised
and died in 1859.
was a big one, and after it was harvested was put in a
John Campbell was born in North Ireland, in 18I5,
rail pen covered with clapboards. As soon as possible,
and emigrated to Preble county, and settled in section
the boys cleared a spot of ground near by, and after
six of Israel township, in 1861. In 1846 he married ' threshing it with flails and winnowing it in a sheet, they
Martha Scott, born in Ireland, in 1825. They have had
started for the mill at Hamilton, with two bushels and a
seven children, six of whom are now living. Mr. Camphal( After they returned with the flour they could
bell owns a farm of seventy-eight acres, which is well
hardly wait while Mrs. Elliott baked a cake, which as
improved.
soon as done was eagerly devoured by the boys, Mrs.
Francis A. Beall was born in Somers township, in
Elliott, with motherly self-denial only taking a morsel.
1820. His father, Charles Beall, was an early settler in
The cake tasted very good, but had scarcely been swalthat township, having removed there with his parents
lowed before the whole family became sick, with sickfrom 1\laryland, in 1816. Francis A. married for his first
ness proportioned to the amount of cake eaten, and the
wife Sarah Moore, of Israel township, born in I827 ; she
mother received the reward of her self-denial, and was
died in 186o. There were two children born of this
the least sick of all. Mr. Elliott, upon his return, promarriage, one living. In I 866 he married 1\Iary H. ' nounced the wheat "sick" wheat. All of it was of the
same nauseating quality, and so ended the visions of a
Brown, born in Israel township, in I83o, by whom he
has had no children, but has taken two to raise.
continuous supply of daily bread. The wheat, after
Jabez Harrison was born in Virginia in 18oo, and died
being spurned by the cows and hogs, was used for whisin 1845. He emigrated from Virginia to Wayne county,
key, and it is not definitely kr.own how sick it made the
men who drank it.
Indiana, and remained there five years, and afterwards
lived in Fayette county until his death, which occurred
When Ebenezer Elliott was justice of the peace he
in I845· His wife, Elizabt::th Taylor, born in Virginia
was g;ing to church one Sabbath when he met a man
in 18oo, died in 1847. Three of their eight children are
hauling a load of mill-stones. l;pon being convinced
living: Ashbury C., in Washington Territory; James R.,
that this Sunday labor was ~oluntary he was filled with
near St. Louis; and Wesley H ., in Preble county, Israel
righteous wrath, and on Monday the constable collected
township, where be owns two hundred and seventy-five
two dollars and a half from the Sabbath breaker.
acres. He moved from Wayne county, Indiana to
In 1814 a violent tornado swept through the woods
Fayette county in 1835, and to Union county in 1847,
south of Morning Sun, doing great damage. The trees
whence he moved, in 1858, to Israel township. His wife,
were thrown in every direction, and what few fences
Lavina Brown, was born in 1829. They have a family
there were, were scattered to the four winds. Fortuof five children.
nately no lives were lost, though there was great anxiety
Charles Hockersmith was born in Franklin county,
among families whose members were supposed to be in
Pennsylvania, in 185o. He came to Preble county in
the track of the storm. This was the most violent storm
1868, and purchased a farm of seventy-nine acres from
there has ever been in Israel township.
James A. and Willia:n M. Gilmore. In 1874 he married
At the time of the first settlements bears, wolves, wildRachel M. Gilmore, who was born in 1843. They have
cats, and foxes were plenty, but it was the smaller game
had two children, one of whom, Robert A., is still living.
that gave the settlers the most annoyance.
In the spring of I8Io the country was over run with
INCIDENTS.
hordes ot mice, mice of all colors, shapes and sizes.
The first birth in the township was that of Hugh ElliThey are described a<> having been a cross between a
mole and a common mouse. For awhile they stayed,
ott, who was born June 26, 18o8, and Mr. Elliott i.>
creating great havoc.
consequently the oldest native resident.
The first death of which there is any remembrance was
Wild turkeys were very plentiful, and their gobble, gobthat of the little daughter of Dr. John Ramsey. She
bk,gob/Jk1 was a terror to the corn planter, who found
died about the year I8o7, and was buried near the famthat the corn was scratched up nearly as fast as it was
ily resid~ncc, on the farm now occupied by George Hamput under the ground.
Large numbers of these marauders were entrapped.
ilton.
Ebenezer Elliott put up the first brick house in 18 I 6,
In the fall of I8og, there was a failure of the beechon the farm now owned by his son Hugh. Robert Boyse
mast throughout the country, and the consequence was,
is supposed to have put up the first house that was roofed
that the squirrels began to emigrate to the ·south in
with shmgles, and James Boyse put up the first frame
armies. Hundreds of them passed through Israel townbarn.
ship, jumping along at a lively rate, and swimming, or
It is said that the first orchard in the township was set
rather floating, over the streams. Scores of them were
killed with clubs while crossing the Miami river.
out on the farm of Robert Bishop, in section five.
The first wheat was sown in the summer of 1807, by
Many will remember the crust which formed over the
Ebenezer Elliott, on his farm, in section twenty-six. In
snow in I8q, when the deer, breaking through the crust,
the previous spring he planted five acres of corn. The
were easily captured by improvident hunters, who killed
family tired of corn bread, and longed for a taste of so many that there was a great scarcity of meat afterwheat bread, and so the boys persuaded their father to
wards.
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-- - -- - - - -- - -- - -- - - -----....All of the yellow willow trees in this part of the counafter several weeks of weary journeying. Mr. Sloan purtry owe their origin to a very patriarchal old tree that
chased a few acres of land adjoining Morning Sun, and
stood on the Colerain dike, between Cumminsville and
after seeing his people comfortably settled, returned to
Cincinnati. As the travelling public passed by that way,
the South, and died almost as soon as he got there,
it was customary to cut a switch from the old tree, and
Alfred Sloan is the only survivor of the party of freedto plant it when the distant home was reached. More
men.
than sixty years ago, Rev. Alexander Porter, upon his
CHURCH HISTORY.
arrival from Cincinnati, after a trip on horseback to that
There is no other township in Preble county whose
city, gave the willow switch which he had cut from the
history of every day life is so thoroughly identified with
old tree near Cumminsville, to his liale daughter, Mary,
that of the church. It has been well remarked that the
who thrust it into the moist ground ncar the spring which ; history of Israel town.>hip is the history of her churches.
was back of the house.
Her pioneers were her preachers, and her early settlers
That switch, then so puny, is now without doubt the
were her church members. As has already been noticed,
largest tree in the county. Recent measurements show
the majority of the pioneers of Israel emigrated from
that the trunk just below the branches is tw~nty-five feet
the south, and principally from South Carolina, and
in circumference. It is about sixty sect high, and, like
that mo~t of them were supporters of churches in the
the golden candlestick of old, has seven branches, the
south. and for conscience sake took their departure
longest of which measures sixty feet. This tree, which
from their native State, and came north into the virgin
is well worth visiting, is still strong and vigorous. It
State of Ohio, to battle with the wilderness and suffer
stands just back of the early residence of Mr. Porter,
the rigors necessary to settlement and acclimatization;
which was situated in section seventeen, on the farm now
and all this because of their love for God and their abowned by Alexander Orr, a grandson of ~Ir. Porter.
horrence of evil. Men who would voluntarily leave
Levi Coffin, president of the underground railroad,
good homes for such cause must have been made of
had one branch of his road through Israel township.
true metal, and their subsequent history has proved it
Ebenezer Elliott, Nathan Brown, and others along the
The original stock was Scotch-Irish, and in the rocky
line are said to have been directors of the road. Whenfastnesses of Scotland they had imbibed the strongest
ever the colored refugees touched College Hill, near CinPresbyterianism. l\lany of them settled in the Carocinnati, they were sure to go to Canada 7'ta the Israel
linas. In 1743 the Covenanters, and in 1732 the Retownship route.
formed Presbyterians, seceded from the mother church
Sometime the parties would miss the "through train,"
in Scotland, and it was to these two parties that the Caroand would be compelled to advance without a conductor. , !ina settlers of Israel township belonged. Both churches
About thirty years ago, a party of this kind was travelling
were well represented in the township from the very first,
up the pike from Oxford, when a man on horseback
and as a matter of course the rock-ribbed Christians imovertook them, and tried in every manner to hinder them,
mediately proceeded to organize their respective
and thus assist their masters, who where in close pursuit.
churches, and it is not strange that their influence has
The frightened negroes took refuge in the house of a
molded the character of the people.
colored man who lived in Claysburgh, and the avaricious
THE COVENANTER CHURCH.
watcher, thinking that they were trapped, quietly awaited
Prior to the year 181o the Covenanters, who had
the arrival of their masters. But the shrewd darkies had
made their homes in the township, assembled in private
escaped from a back window, through the cornfield into
houses in the neighborhood, and it was not long before
the adjoining woods, and were rapidly conducted into
it was deemed expedient to enter into the organization
Indiana. Their sable conductor was none other than
of a church of their own denomination. They immeGabriel Smith, known all over the country as "Old
diately proceeded with the work, and very soon, under
Gabe."
the ministration of Rev. Donnelly, a minister of their
Nearly forty years ago, an emigrant from the South
church, succeeded in effecting an organization with a
came into Israel township bringing his two slaves with
very considerable number of members. This organiza
him, but as it was unlawful to hold slaves in Ohio, he
tion took place in the cabin of James Faris, in section
settled just across the Indiana line. One of the slaves
twenty-six, near the spot where the church was afterwards
was old Gabe, who afterwards settled at Claysburgh.
erected.
Rev. John Kell was among tlH. first ministers
He was a fine singer, and the fiddler of the county, and
who labored among them. Rev. John Black, of Pittswas quite a character.
burgh, preached after Mr. Kell, and he in turn was folIn 1858, a gentleman by the name of Sloan, who lived
lowed by Rev. Lusk, and soon afterwards by Rev. Gavin
on a plantation in Newbury district, South Carolina, feelMcMillan, who was the faithful shepherd of the flock
ing that the end of his life was approaching, and desirous
for many years. It was during his pastorate, in the year
of freeing his >laves before his death, decided to make a
trip to Ohio. He had probably heard of the Israel town1834, that the Covenanters, while in general assembly at
Pittsburgh, became divided into two parties, the disship settlement from South Carolina, and it was thought
best to make this township the terminus of the jonrney.
senters taking the name New Party and the remainder
Accordingly, he started with his fourteen slaves, and procalling them~elves members of the Old Party. This diceeded by wagon over the mountain~ to Ohio, arriving
vision, originating in the presbytery, became general
1
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throughout the Covenanter church, and it soon became
necessary for the Morning Sun congregation to declare
itself. The shepherd of the flock, Rev. Gavin !\lcMillan, thought best of the New Party, and accordingly announced the fact to his people, who, naturally enough,.
followed him almost m masse into the new pasture,
though a few positively declined to leave the Old Party.
At this time they had a commodious brick church,
which, until quite recently, stood in the midst of the
cemetery where most of the original members lie buried.
During the controversy between the two congregations
for the possession of the church building, an amusing
incident happened which is worthy of record. William
Ramsey, one of the conservative party, got possession
of the church one Sabbath, and opened the doors to
the members of his party. He took his stand beside
the high, old fashioned pulpit, and was about to conduct
services when Mr. McMillan hurriedly entered the
church, and before Mr. Ramsey was aware, had nimbly
swuRg himself over the balustrade of the high pulpit,
and the day was his. But Elder Ramsey, though
amazed, wa'i not altogether nonplussed, and with ready
and keen wit he exclaimed: "He that entereth not in
by the door, but climbeth up some other way, the same
is a thief and a robber." Then he, with his followers,
withdrew to the school-house opposite the church, and
the new party remained the possessors of the house of
worship. Mr. McMillan continued to preach to this people until within a short time of his death, which occurred in the winter of 1867, in the fortieth year of his
mmtstry. Rev. J. H. Cooper, while pastor of the
church, decided to unite with the United Presbyterian
church, and accordingly, with the majority of his people, was received as a member of that church. They
continued to worship in "Beechwood" church, and
many of the eastern portion of the Hopewell congregation united with them. Several years ago these people,
·under the name of the Morning Sun congregation, together with one hundred and one members of Hopewell
church, organized
THE MORNI:-JG SUN CHURCH,

and immediately proceeded to build their present handsome brick church, at an expense of nearly fourteen thousand dollars. The old church was sold and torn down.
Samuel McQuiston used the bricks to build his new
house. Only the outline of the old foundation remains
in the cemetery as a monument, and together with many
of the old members who are buried around it, is it mouldering to dust. Its young successor, the Morning Sun
church, is in a flourishing condition. . After Mr. Cooper,
Rev. H. A. McDooald became the pastor of this congregation. He was followed i;y the present pastor, Rev. J.
M. Johnston. The present eldership is as follows: Hugh
McQuiston, sr., Hugh Elliott, Dr. Sloan, Samuel McQuiston, William Wright, Dr. Harris, John Marshall,
James Cook and James Faris.
There are two hundred
and eight members of the church, and about two hundred in the Sabbath-school. John Elliott is superintendent.
JO

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN.

In the preliminary remarks upon the early history of
Presbyterianism, it was stated that the emigrants from the
south belonged either to the Covenanter or Reformed
Presbyterian church. The history of the Covenanters of
Israel township has been closed, and we see its vigorous
life continued in the flourishing :Morning Sun United
Presbyterian church.
Taking a retrospect of the course of the Reformed
Presbyterians who settled in the township, it will be disr.overed that they hardly waited to build their cabin homes
before they proceeded to organize their church. It will
be seen that the nucleus of the United Presbyterian
church in Israel township was formed by the emigrants
from the south.
THE HOPEWELL CHURCH.

In the years 18o6 and 1807 several families, members
of the Associate Reformed church, emigrated from the
States of Kentucky and South Carolina, and settled in
Israel township in the midst of the Beech Woods. Rev.
Risk, a minister of the Associate Reformed church,
preached to them soon after their settlement. In the
fall of 18o8, at the house of William McCreary, in section thirty-six, they formed themselves into a society, and
in conjunction with the people of Concord petitioned
the presbytery of Kentucky for supplies. Among those
who occasionally supplied them were, Revs. McCord,
McGill, Samuel Crothers and Abraham Craie;. September, I 8o8, the people assembled in the double log barn
of David McDill's, and Mr. Craig, after preaching, organized the congregation into a church of nearly fifty
members. Prominent among these first names on the
church roll were the McDills, McQuistons, Boyses, Ramseys and. Elliotts. At the time of the organization the
following elden, were chosen by the congregation: David
and Andrew McQuiston, James Boyse, Ebenezer Elliott
and John Patterson, all of whom had been ordained
previous to their settlement in the township. The church
continued to receive supplies from the Kentucky presbytery, and the number of members was increased by immigration, but the prospect of having a settled minister among
them did not open until 1814, when Rev. Alexander Porter, the pastor of the Associate Reformed church at Cedar Springs, Abbeville district, South Carolina, being previously released from his charge, came on a visit
to the western churches, and to the Israel township congregation preached on two Sabbaths and one week
day. By this time the congregation had increased to
more ·than fifty families, and the people were more thau
ever desirous of securing a pastor and of erecting a house
of worship. Accordingly .they drew up a call for Mr.
Porter, and presented it to the presbytery of Kentucky.
A copy of the call is now in possession of the Hopewell
session. It is drawn up in the usual form, and prays
that Mr. Porter become the shepherd of their souls, and
promises him all due respect and support. It was signed
by the following persons, who constituted the first membership of the church: David M., Andrew and Hugh
McQuiston, William, Moses and James McGaw, David
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and Mary McDill, James and Robert Boyse, Ebenezer
and Robert Elliot, John and Samuel Patterson, John,
Robert, David, Joseph and Samuel Pressly, James and
Thomas McDill, Nathan Brown, John Brown, Hugh
Ramsey, Richard Sloan, George and Jamt>s Brown, Gavin
Mitchell, William McCreary, Robert, Joseph and John
Douglas, William Morris, John Foster, Alexander Hamilton, David Fares, John and James Hathorne, William,
John and Robert Buck, William Pinkerton, David and
Samuel Hathorne, William Allen, William Morris, John
and Samuel Wiley, John and James Baine, Reuben C.
and Andrew Weed, James Giles, John Wilson, John and
James Alton, Andrew and Mary Martin, Robert Gamble,
Joseph and William Steel, Richard and James Scott, Matthew and James McClurken, John Caldwell, Alexander
Young, William Robison, Gilbert Marshall, David Bonner and Andrew Baird. Mr. Porter was promised three
hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents
yearly salary for two-thirds of his time. For the other
third of his ministerial labors the congregations of Hamilton and Concord were to pay one hundred and sixty-six
dollars and sixty-six cents, with the understanding that as
soon as these churches could be provided with a settled
pastor, Hopewell would receive the whole of Mr. Porter's
labors.
Prior to this call the first church building had been
erected just west of the present house. It was a log
structure thirty feet square, and afterwards, to accommodate the growing congregation, received an addition of
thirty feet The pulpit was in the middle of the west
side, with two small windows just back of it. The seats
were made of slabs hewed from logs. They were proThe present church
vided with stiff, upright backs.
building is a commodious frame, and is kept in good
repair.
In October, 1814, Mr. Porter, having accepted the
call, came to his new pastoral charge at Hopewell, and
settled with his family on the farm in section sixteen,
now occupied by Alexander Orr. In the following July
he was solemnly installed by Rev. John Steele. Shortly
afterwards the congregation was much enlarged by emigrations from Mr. Porter's old parish, in South Carolina,
and six members were added to the session who had
been elders of the church in South Carolina. In 1816
the congregations of Hamilton and Concord having the
prospect of a pastor, Mr. Porter discontinued his labors
among them and devoted all of his time to Hopewell,
which continued to increase in numbers and influence.
In 1833 Mr. Porter was attacked by a severe sickness,
and it was thought that his days were about numbered,
and he resigned his charge, though he rallied and lived
three years after his resignation. In 1834 presbytery
granted the petition for the moderation of the call, which
was accepted by Rev. A. Bower in October, 1834, and
on the third Wednesday of December, of the same year,
he was installed as pastor by Rev. David McDill, D. D.
The congregation soon became too large for the house,
and also too large for the pastoral care of one minister.
Consequently, in the spring of 1834, arrangements were
made for the building of a meeting-house at Fair Haven,

and in the following summer a church was built there,
and in the fall a petition was presented to presbytery
that the portion of the congregation of Hopewell, contiguous to Fair Haven, be struck off from the main church,
.and, if considered expedient, to grant the moderation of
a call for a pastor. This petition was granted and the
history of the Fair Haven church tells the rest.
John Pinkerton had been session clerk until this time,
when he joined the new church at Fair Haven, and
John Caldwell was appointed to fill the vacancy pused
by his removal. Owing to difficulties that arose in the
congregation the pastor, Re\', A. Bower, resigned in
June, 1837. The church was supplied until September
19, by Rev. S. W. McCracken, who was installed pastor
on the last Tuesday of December, 1839. It was just
prior to this time that a number of the congregation,
living near Oxford, joined the United Pte<;byterian
church at that place. Mr. McCracken labored for
twenty years, during which time the congregation gradually increased, and although another swarm left the. hive
to form the Unity church at College Corner in the winter
of 1849· so, and a very considerable number emigrated
to the west, the church was as strong, numerically, at
the close of the pastor's labors, as it was at the beginnmg. He died September Io, 1859, loved and lamented
by all. August 7, 186o, Rev. J. McHatten was called,
and soon afterwards installed.
As has already been stated the Morning Sun congregation became a separate organization of the United Presbyterian church, and on December 28, 1877, one
hundred and one of the members of Hopewell were dismissed to that church.
In October, 18i7, Rev. J. C. Campbell, the present
pastor, began his labors among the people of Hopewell.
The church, at present, is in a flourishing condition.
The records show that since the establishment of the
church there have been eight hundred and sixty-four
baptisms and one hundred and forty-two deaths in the
Hopewell church proper. There have been fifty ruling
elders, as follows: Alexander Hamilton, William Me·
Gaw, John Pressly, John Patterson, Ebenezer Elliott,
James Boyse, David McQuiston, Nathaniel Brown, John
Foster, Andrew McQuiston, John Pinkerton, John Giles,
William Gilmore, John Douglas, Samuel McDill, James
Brown, sr., John Caldwell, Thomas Pinkerton, David
Robertson, William McCaw, Archihald McDill, James
Brown, jr., Hugh McDill, David McDill, John Ramsey,
Gt::orge Ramsey, Andrew Hamilton, John McDill, John
Buck, Robert Marshall, Robert Simpson, Richard Sloan,
Hugh McQuiston, James McCracken, James Davidson,
John Simpson, Hugh Elliott, Thomas Buck, Samuel B.
McQuiston, William Caskey, Hugh Ramsey, James A.
Brown, William Bell, and A. B. Rock. The Sabbath
school has about one hundred scholars, with James A.
Brown superintendent
A remarkable coincidence is the fact that the first of
the original members of Hopewell, who was called away
by death, was Thomas McDill, and that the last of these
first members was his wife, who died in 1867, at the advanced age of ninety-five years.
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- - -- - - -THE FAIR

HAVEN CHURCH.

As soon as that portion of the Hopewell congregation
living in the vicinity of Fair Haven had been stricken off,
the petition to moderate a call had been granted by
presbytery, a call was made out and moderated by Rev.
Alexander Porter, and accepted by Rev. Jeremiah Morrow, son of ex-Governor Morrow. He was installed in
the following spring. The congregation consisted of
about fifty families, and the new church immediately commenced its career of prosperity. The following were the
first elders of the church:
John and Thomas Pinkerton, John Foster, William
MaGaw, and William McCaw. The present elders are
William MaGaw, Morton Gordon, William A. Pinkerton,
David Ramsey, William Simpson, a~d Robert Beckett.
Mr. Morrow preached seven or eight years, and was
obliged to resign on account of failing health. He died
soon afterwards in Chillicothe.
In the spring of 1845 Rev. John Reynolds became
pastor, but he died in about a year, and was the first
person buried in the Fair Haven cemetery.
June 2o, 1847, Rev. John Y. Schouller, a graduate of
the Alleghany Theological seminary, took charge of the
church, and still continues in this his first and only pastorate.
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The organization of the Fair Haven Methodist Epis.
copal church was effected at a comparatively recent date.
For a number of years before any house of worship was
erected by this society, its members held class meetings
in the neighborhood. A few years after the organization
of the United Presbyterian church at Fair Haven, a
building was put up by the citizens of the place and vicinity to be used for public purposes. The members of
the Methodist Episcopal church, as was their right, held
services in their house from time to time, and to-day they
hold undisputed possession of the building, and have a
thriving though comparatively small society. United
with the Sugar Valley church, the Fair Haven Methodist Episcopal church is strengthened, and is influential
for much good.
FRIENDS' !IIEETING HOUSE.

Like the United Presbyterians and Covenanters, the
colony of Friends emigrating from New Jersey to Ohio,
and finally to Israel township, brought their religion with
them, and together with the first dwelling house was the
house of the Lord erected. The church is situated in
the extreme northeast corner of section twelve. The first
building was of frame, and was erected in 1821. The
second, of brick, was put up about r8so. The society
was organized with a goodly number of members, and
for many years the congregation was. large. Of late
years, owing to repeated emigrations of members to the
west, and the death of many of the old and influential
members, the congregation has been diminished considerably. The peculiar institutions of the Friends discourage the employment of regular ministers, and in general
their meetings have been conducted by their own members. However, they occasionally have a regular sermon,

and among the earliest preachers who labored to firmly
found their church, are found John Stubbs anG. Samuel
Edgerton. In 1827 there was a division among the Society of Friends at large, and the two parties were known
as Orthodox, and Hicksites, after Elias Hicks, the founder
of the new party. The· Israel township congregation
joined the ranks of the Hicksites. The oldest member
of the church is Mrs. Sarah Brown, widow of the late John
Brown. She is undoubtedly the oldest woman in the
township, having been born in Trenton, New Jersey, June
29, 17 86. She is now in her ninety-fifth year. Her parents were Presbyterians, but after her emigration to Ohio
she went with her husband into the Friends' society.
Many of the old members of the church are buried in
the graveyard adjoining the church.
THE BEECH-WOOD BIBLE SOCIETY

was organized about the year 182o, under the leadership
of Rev. Gavin. McMillan. Among the first members
were: Rev. Gavin McMillian, president; Ebenezer Elliott, librarian; James Elliott, corresponding secretary;
Squire John Caldwell, recording secretary and treasurer.
It is an undenominational society, and since its organiza
tion, has contributed large sums to the bible cause, and is
now in the first ranks.
It might not be uninteresting to name in this connection, the ministtrs who have arisen in Israel township.
The following is the list: David McDill, James Worth,
John Pinkerton, John Reynolds, Martin Bennett, Andrew Foster, John Milligan, James Brown, James Orr,
David McDill, John M. Graham, Ebenezer Elliott,
Samuel Ramsey, E. C. Simpson, Samuel McGaw, Nathaniel Weed, William Boyse, John Reynold~ James
Porter, John McDill, William M. Graham, Mitchell
Brown, Nathan McDill, James H. Ramsey, James B.
Foster, Samuel Pinkerton, John N. Pressly, R C. Hamilton and Samuel Buck, in all twenty·nine.
SCHOOLS.

Always intelligent, the people of Israel township believed in education, and they have never neglected an
opportunity to get wisdom. The first settlement of the
township had its school-house. The earliest one, in the
memory of the oldest inhabitants, was situated about
one half a mile east of Morning Sun, on the farm now
occupied by Robert Joe Brown. This house was put
up prior to the year 18og.
David McDill, who afterwards became such an eminent
preacher, was probably the first teacher.
Samuel P., son of John Pressly, was among the first
teachers of this school. He graduated at a South Carolina college; taught a few years there; taught some in
Ohio, but was compelled to seck the south in search of
health. He died on the way back to the home of his
childhood.
About 1809 Thumas Gamble taught a school on the
farm now owned by Samuel Ridenour in section twentynine. Both these schools were afterwards supplanted by
district schools, which are in the immediate vicinity.
Section sixteen, in accordance with the law, was leased,
the money to be used for educational purposes. The
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original lessees were Rev. Alexander Porter, James Foster, Adam Solladay, Hugh Leslie and John Foster.
March 7, I825, the township was divided into eight
school districts.
During the prosperity of Miami university at Oxford,
many of the young men of Israel township went there,
and received a liberal education. Preparation for the
freshman and sophomore classes was made at
THE MORNIN G SuN ACADE:\IY,

which, as near as can be ascertained, was established
about I85o. Several years before this, Rev. John McCracken, while teaching in the district school on the
same lot whereon the academy was afterwards built,
taught ambitious students some of the more advanced
branches, and gave them a classical taste. He was followed by Rev. James Brown, who, in turn, was succeeded
by Samuel Elliott.
In a short time, through the efforts of Mr. Elliott and
others, the organization of a stock company was effected,
and about four thousand two hundred dollars contributed
for the establishment of a classical academy in Morning
Sun. The house, two-story and commodious brick, was
soon put up, the brick having been made on the farm of
Hugh Elliott. Samuel Elliott, after teaching about ten
years, was compelled to resign on account of poor health.
At this time the attendance was about fifty. After :Mr.
Elliott the teachers have been: Rev. John Wilson, Rev.
J. A. Reynolds, William Sloan, James S. Wilson, John
Marshall, R J. Miller, 0. V. Stewart, T. H . Wiley,
Horner Sheely and R. E. Sloan. For about two years
the academy has been closed. Edwar_d Paxton, a graduate of Monmouth college, is now attempting to resuscitate it.
THE FAIR HAVEN LODGE,

No. 425, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, was
instituted at Fair Haven in I87o. Though not strong in
membership, it is in a prosperous condition, with hopes
of increase. The officers of the lodge are: James H.
Douglas, N. G. ; Thomas Newton, V. G.; Robert C.
McMillan, recording secretary; Philip Murray, permanent
secretary, and John M. Ramsey, treasurer. There are at
present thirty-four members of the Fair Haven lodge.
GRAVEYARDS.

In this as in most townships, the first burials were
lonely, near the scene of deat.h. A number of the earliest settlers were buried on the farms they settled. The
first resident buried in the township was the little daughter of Dr. John Ramsey. She died about I8o7, and
was buried ncar the family residence. About this time
a man by the name of Baird, a stranger in the neighborhood, was killed in the woods just north of William
Ramsey's house, in section twenty-two, on the farm
now owned by Nathan Ramsey, where the orchard now
stands. His was probably the second burial in the
township. There was a small burial place on the hill
north of the south part of Fair Haven. Here among
others were buried Joseph Caldwell and members of his
family, and some of the 1\IcDivitts.

HOPEWELL CEMETERY

was the first public burying ground in Israel township.
As one family circle after another came within the confines of the township, e:1ch one, sooner or later, found
its centml and dearest spot in this country church-yardthe church, liie's fountain ; the yard, death's treasury, and
scarcely a step between. Than this God's first acre,
there is none other in the township so rich with precious
dust. Throughout the township are the cheerful results
of pioneer work, but there are no individual monuments
to the sturdy workers, save in the graveyard, where
''Each in his narrow cell forever laid.
The rude forefathers of the townsi>ip sleep:·

The first tree felled where Hopewell cemetery now
stands, yielded to 'the axe of Thomas Me Dill, sr., about
the year I8I2-IJ, and the first man who was buried
there was none other than Mr. McDill. He went into
the War of I8r2, and returned with impaired health,
and soon after died, thus becoming the pioneer of the
silent city. June I3, I8I3, he was buried, aged thirtyseven. He and his wife ~lary, were among the original
members of Hopewell church. He was the first member
ca11ed away by death, and strange to say, his wife, who
died August 2, 187 2, at the advanced age of ninety-seven
years, was the last survivor of the original members. A
plain block of marble in the center of the graveyard
marks their last resting place. Around them lie more
than a thousand. Most of the graves are marked, though
a few have sunk almost out of sight, and entirely out of
memory. Though there are quite a number of lowly
grass-grown headstones, indicative of children's graves,
it is noticeable that most of the dead lived out the full
measure of their days, and entered the graveyard in the
winter of life.
Approaching from the east, the first group of graves
is that of a number of ministers of the Gospel. The
first inscription is "To the memory of the Rev. John
Steele, died January I I, I837, aged sixty-four. A preacher
mighty in the Scriptures, a scribe well instructed in the
law." His monument almost touches one "Sacred to
the memory of Rev. Alexander Porter, died march 29,
I8 36, aged sixty-six years. Born in I no, in South
Carolina, received the rudiments of a classical education
in the south, and finished at Dickinson college, Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. Licensed to preach the Gospel of the
grace of God in the Associate Reformed church, October I8, 1796; ordained in 1797, and labored in the
Lord's vineyard nearly forty years." Near by, Re,·.
James B. Foster, who died Fe~ruary 27, 1873, though
dead, yet speaks from his tomb-stone, "We shall rise
again." l\1r. Foster was born in hracl township, and
became a United Presbyterian minister, afterwards joining the Presbyterian church. His last charge was at
Cumminsville, near Cincinnati. Just beyond is the grave
of Rev. Samuel W. McCracken, who died September
I8, I859, aged fifty-nine. Mr. Porter and Mr. ~!c
Cracken were faithful pastors of Hopewell church. 1\Ir.
Steele presided at the installation of Father Porter, and
it was at his earnest wish that he was buried beside :\lr.
Porter, whom he especially esteemed. Mrs. Porter died
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Alexander l\ld1illan, 1820, fifty; William Milligan,
in 185o, aged eighty-two, and Mrs. McCracken died in
- - , they rest beside their husbands. A hurried review of , 1839, sixty-four; John Wright, 1854, sixty-six; William
the various inscriptions shows that the following promi- I Ramsey, 1861, eighty-four; J 0hn McClure, 1837, eighty;
nent st:ttlers are here buried: William Ramsey died
William Taylor, 1836, eighty-nine; John K. Steele, 1836,
eighty-two; Robert Douglas, I853, aged fifty-six, and
1838, aged ninety-one, and wife, 1\lartha, 1842, aged
seventy-one; David McQuiston, jr., 1870, sixty-eight;
many others. The earliest recorded death is that of
John Caldwell, 1838, forty-seven; William Gilmore, 183 7,
Nancy Wright, who died February 2o, 1819, aged twentyone.
forty; Robert Gilmore, 1839, fifty-three; Hugh Ramsey,
THE FAIR HAVE:>! CE:'>IETERY
1865, eighty-six; William Douglas, 1854, eighty-five;
Samuel McDill, 1851, eighty-five; Thowas Mcl>ill, 181 .3,
is situated on the hill on the east bank of Four Mile
thirty-seven; David McQuiston, sr., 1823, eighty-eight;
creek, a short distance from Fair Haven. This cemetery
Hugh McQuiston, sr., 1845. eighty; Richard· Sloan,
was not opened until 1846. The first burial was that of
1848, eighty; Samuel Hamilton, I 822, forty-nine; David
Rev. John Reynolds, pastor of the United Presbyterian
church at Fair Haven. Since then many of the residents
Bonner, 1844, seventy-five; John Pinkerton, 185 2,
of Fair Haven and vicinity have passed away, alld been
eighty-four; John Patterson, 1857, seventy-five; James
Brown, sr., 1834, fifty-five; James Paxton, sr., I8Jo, ' buried on the hill. However, most of the earlier settlers
are buried at Hopewell. The cemetery has a good situforty-eight; William McCreary, 1822, forty-seven ; Willation, but is not easily accessible. There has long been
iam MaGaw, 1836, eighty-six ; John Buck, 1871, eightya talk of making a more convenient entrance.
six; William Buck, 1857, sixty nine; John McClanahan,
186o, eighty-five; George Simpson, 1859, eighty-four;
THE FRIENDS' BURYING-GROUND
David Boyse, 1827, sixty-four; David Gary, 1840, sevenadjoins their meeting-house in section twelve, and in it
ty-one; Robert Boyse, I 820, forty; James Marshall, sr.,
are buried nearly all of the New Jersey settlers, who be1861, eighty-five; John Marshall, I828, fifty-five; Ebenlonged to the Friends' society. It is now impossible to
ezer Elliott, 1849, seventy-eight; Ralph Brown, I88o,
ascertain the first burial. A large number of the graves
eighty-three; Alexander Waugh, 1840, seventy; John
are nameless.. Burials still take place in it. It is used
Douglas, 1840, sixty-four; William Pinkerton, 1848,
now as a general burying-ground, and others besides the
fifty-four; George Pinkertor., I 854, fifty-one; Andrew
Friends here find their last resting place.
McQuiston, 1821, sixty; James Boyse, 1842, seventyTHE KINGERY BURYING-GROU.:-ID
three; Henry Bell, 1851, sixty-two; David Robertson,
is situated in section thirty-two, on the farm upon which
1879, eighty-three; Rebecca Whilman, I877, ninety-one;
Joseph
Kingery settled. It has always been used as a
Thomas ·Harper, 1814, seventy-three; James Brown,
private
cemetery,
and almost exclusively by the Kingery
1824, fifty-five; Samuell'axton, 1854, seventy-six; George
Here
is
buried
Joseph Kingery, the first settler,
family.
R. Brown, 1845, seventy-one; John Milligan, 1823, fortyhis
son
Abraham,
and
others
of the early residents of
four; and Samuel Bell, 1867, aged eighty-six.
that
section
of
the
country.
It is estimated that more than a thousand people are
MILLS.
buried in this place. The original ground comprised
about an acre of land, but recently the cemetery was
William Ramsey, who emigrated in 18o6, was the first
millwright in the township.
formally handed over to the township trustees, who have
enlarged it, and otherwise improved it. Hopewell cemThe first mill he constructed was what is known as a
etery has for many years been the principal burying"corn cracker." It was built on the stream that runs
ground in the township.
past John Sloan's. It was constructed someho'Y thus:
A dam was made by felling a tree across the stream, thus
THE COVENANTER GRAVEYARD
affording a waterfall; a buckeye log was then pivoted to an
which surrounded the old church in section twenty-five,
upright support so that it worked vertically; in the lighter
was one of the earliest burying-grounds, and in it are
end of this beam a trough-like cavity was scouped out
buried many of the first settlers. This was the sacred
for the reception of the water, so that the weight of the
ground of the Covenanters, as Hopewell is of the United
water would overcome the weight of the other end, to
Presbyterians. Here, too, is their preacher buried; and
which an inverted wedge was attached by means of a pin
here, too, sleep the ancestors of many of the township.
and ring. As soon as the water-trough approached the
At present, however, the burying-ground is but little used.
ground, the water would run out, and the heavier end
The tombstones tell best who were the fathers of the
come down with considerable force, crushing the corn in
church, which stood near by. The following is a partiai
a mortar made of a hollow stump. It was a slow but
sure way of grinding.
Jist of those buried in this cemetery, though there are
very many graves marked only with unhewn headstones:
About I 81 1, Peter Ridenour built a grist-mill on the
Rev. Gavin McMillan, born in Antrim county, Ireland,
west branch of Four l\lile, often called Ridenour's creek.
Afterwards he had a saw-mill in connection with it.
February, 1787, died in January, 1867, aged eighty years,
and in the fortieth year of his ministry; Rev. Samuel
Joseph Ridenour, a brother of Peter, afterwards built a
Robinson, born in Ireland in 1783, and died in 1845;
mill further up the creek, but it did not do well.
Matthew McClurken, 184 7, ninety; John Robinson,
Jonathan Ridenour ran a grist-mill west of Fair Haven
185o, eighty-five; Archibald Johnston, 1828, sixty-three;
for a short time.
1
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- - -- - - - - - - ,--- - - -- -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - Soon after thi~, William Ramsey built the grist-mill
shop about the same time that the store was opened
now known as McDill's mill. He traded it to Mr. MeThomas Little became the first postmaster, May 26,
Dill for the farm on which his son, John Ramsey, now
1836. E. 0 . Coleman is the present postmaster. The
lives.
, store is kept by Isaiah Brown and E. 0. Coleman. The
Dr. Sloan built a mill just west of this, soon afterwards. ' Morning Sun United Presbyterian church is situated in
Both mills are still running.
the village. The classical academy is near by. There
Alexander Gray owns the mill near Fair Haven. It
is a tile factory and a saw-mill close to the village.
was built by Peter Coon, and remodelled by William
The portion of College Corner located in Israel townRamsey.
ship was laid out and recorded February 18, 1868, by
There are but two stationary saw-mills in the township
Frank, Mary Francis, William, David, and Ellis Shidler.
Part of the town is in Union county, Indiana, part in
now, one at Fair Haven and the other at Morning Sun.
For many years there have been no distilleries in Israel
Butler county, Ohio, and the rest in the southwest correr
township, and a saloon is not tolerated.
of section thirty-one, Israel township.
In early times almost every farm was provided with a
March 26, 1833, the hamlet of Claysburgh was laid out
still, and it would be well nigh impossible to name the
by Robert Boyse, William Nickol, Samuel B. Gilmore,
first distillers or to locate the stills.
and Samuel C. Foster, and the plat was recorded April
13th. The town was to be on the corner of sections
VILLAGES.
nine, ten, fifteen, and sixteen. The only house is that of
There are but two villages wholly situated in Israel James Kelly.
EARLY PHYSICIANS.
township, Fair Haven and Morning Sun, the one in section nine, and the other in section twenty-six.
Fair
The first physician in the township was Dr. John RamHaven, the principal town in the township, was laid out
sey, a native of Rockbridge county, Virginia, who emiin 1832 by Jonathan Caldwell, and the place was re- grated at an early day to Woodford county, Kentucky,
corded April 2oth, of that same year. There were origi- and in 18o6 came to Ohio, and settled in Israel township, where he remained until the time of his death,
nally thirty-two lots. It has since become a thriving
village of two hundred inhabitants. Captam Bonny of which occured in 1826.
Soon after settling, impelled by necessity and a sense
Hamilton, called the village Fair Haven, because of its
lovely situation in the Four Mile valley, in the midst of of duty toward the pioneers so far from medical aid, he
undertook the practice of medicine in his neighborhood.
one of the richest agricultural regions in the township.
The Caldwell residence was the first house. About the
Intellectually he was noted for the common sense bent
of his mind, and on this base, by close private reading,
time that the town was laid out Jonathan Caldwell built
he soon acquired a vast fund of practical knowledge conthe first tavern in the southwest part of town. At this
He was highly estime the travel between Richmond, Indiana, and Cincin- cerning the science of medicine.
teemed for his sound judgment, honest intentions, and
uati was very extensive. Often in those early times did
forty or fifty teamsters stop at the little log tavern. A devotion to his patients,
Dr. Ramsey performed the first surgical operation in the
store was soon put up near it by Captain Bonny, of Oxtownship when he amputated the leg of William Allen with,
ford. The present store is kept by J. C. Henry. The
using for the operation a case of instruments that would
post office was established December 28, 1833, with
make the modern surgeon shudder. Notwithstanding,
Richard Sloan, jr., postmaster. Since then the postmasthe patient rapidly recovered, and hopped about for
ters have been Hiram Evans, Charles Pierce, James
many years, an unceasing source of close obsen·ation to
Caldwell, T. P. Simmons, I. N. Sliver, John Scott, and
the boys of the neighborhood, who had been told by
the present incumbent, J. C. Henry.
their superiors in knowledge, that the old gentleman
·Charles Pierce and son have a broom factory; Joseph
would be all right when his leg grew again.
Brown runs a saw-mill, and has a tile factory; Dr. J. M.
Dr. Ramsey, though he never attended a medical coL
Logan and A. M. Howe are the practicing physicians; Dr.
lege, was not a quack, and though never at a school of
Gilmore resides in the village, but does not practice, on
pharmacy, was not a "yarb doctor." After practicing for
account of poor health. There is a daily hack to and
twenty years, he was called away by that same grim foe
from Hamilton and Richmond, making communication
he had been so successfully opposing for so many years.
with these cities easy. There are two churches, the
He died in 1826.
United Presbyterian and Methodist.
Dr. Samuel Pressly, a native of Abbeville, district of
Morning Sun, situated on the northwest corner of secSouth Carolina, located at an early day in Israel towntion twenty-six, is a village of about one hundred and
ship, near the present site of Fair Haven. He remained
seventy-five inhabitants. The original plat of seventeen
here but a short time, when he returned to the South,
in-lots and one out-lot was recorded April 13, 1833, by
where he afterwards became a distinguished physician.
James McQuiston, and an addition of out-lots two and
Of his career in the county, it is learned that his profesthree was made by James McQuiston, 1\larch 30, 1837·
The first house in the town is the one now occupied by
sional and social standing was high. He was a skilful and
fearless equestrian, and always vi~ited his patients 1-'ta the
Alfred Sloan, colored. In this same house the first stme
"bee line," regardless of intervening forests, with their
was kept by James Pressly, before and after the village
brush, logs, bogs, gullies, and stones_ An old gentlewas laid out. Israel Hamilton opened his blacksmith

~c.'

Samuel MC:Quisto n ~
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man of Dixon towQship informed the writer, that when
he was a boy he was sent to call Dr. Pressly to see a patient near what is now Concord. The ground was covered with ice, and travel on horse-back was very dangerous. But the doctor fearlessly responded to the call,
and after advising the boy to ride home carefully, jumped
into the saddle, and was like a wild Indian. The boy
followed in mortal terror, momentarily expecting to find
the crushed remains of the doctor, but upon his arrival
home, found him already mounted for the return trip.
In 1825 Dr. Eli Gilmore emigrated from Rockbridge
county, Virginia, and settled in the central part of Israel
township. He immediately commenced the practice of
medicine, and continued it for about thirty years.
Physically, while in his prime, he was a splendid specimen of robust manhood-tall, erect, active, tidy in
dress, with an air of quiet dignity about him, that always
made his presence felt and respected. In later years he
became quiet corpulent, and never, until disabled by a
slight paralysis, did he lose his characteristic elasticity of
step. He paced a floor more lightly than other men of
half his weight
Intellectually, he far surpassed the ordinary standard.
He had an exceedingly fine legal mind, and as a barrister
would have bee~ a giant. The dull routine of country
practice, as neighborhood physician, did not give his fine
powers of mind room for that activity of which they were
capable. As a physician he felt the responsibilities of
his position, and was quick to detect, and quicker to acknowledge merit wherever found. ] ealous of the honor
of his profession, he was terrible to quacks. Correct in
his judgement, and honest in his opinions, he succeeded
as a physician. He died in 1857, and to-day sleeps with
his fathers in Hopewell cemetery.
Dr. S. C. Foster, of whom but little information can
be gathered, commenced to practice about 1830, and
after remaining in Israel township for a few years, removed to Indiana, and died there about 1850. He is
buried in Richland cemetery.
Dr. A. W. Pinkerton, of Dixon township, commenced
to practice in Fair Haven in 1845. During the war he
served as surgeon in the Army of the Potomac. He
was a young man of acknowledged ability, but was smitten in the flush of manhood by a fearful and sudden
death at Liberty, Indiana, where he was buried.
Dr. Alexander Porter, son of Rev. Alexander Porter,
the pioneer preacher, came with his father to Israel town·
ship in r815. He grew up with the country; commenced the practice of medicine prior to 1830, and continued to practice for more than forty years, with his office on the farm near Fair Haven, where he resided for so
many years. He was apparently never robust, but he
was gifted with the power of endurance, and as tough as
a wild-cat. He worked and even slept in the saddle.
As a physician he was greatly esteemed, was conscientious in the discharge of every duty, and as a citizen he
had no equal. Now he is a feeble old man living at Oxford with his son, Dr. J. B. Porter, and is only watching
and waiting for his release from life.
Dr. Richard Sloan located in Morning Sun about thirty- '
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five years ago, and continued in business until recently,
when he became completely exhausted. Few men held
more fully than he the confidence of his patrons. His
business was varied and extensive, and to-day we find
him confined to his home, not by old age, but by prostration resultant from exposure and over-work.
Dr. A. C. McDill, who was in an extensive practice for
many years, sold out in 1855, and removed to Monmouth,
Illinois, where he is living in retirement His field of
practice was in the vicinity of Fair Haven, which field
has since been held by Drs. W. G. Gilmore, Fouts, Robison, Beverly,]. B. Porter, and at present by H. M. Logan and A M. Howe.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
THE McQUISTON FAMILY.
As the name suggests, the McQuiston family originated in lreland. The first record of this family shows
that in 1765, in county Antrim, there was born to David
McQuiston and wife a son who was n:uned Hugh.
In 1772 David McQuiston and family, together with
his two brothers, set sail from their native land, and in
due time arrived in Charleston, South Carolina, and immediately settled in Abbeville district.
In x796 Hugh McQuiston married Margaret Gaston,
who was born in Abbeville district in 1767. Her parents, who were natives of Ireland, suffered all the horrors of a famine on ship-board whil~? crossing the Atlantic. The Gastons were well represented in the Revolutionary war. They were all men of splendid physique,
not one of whom was below six feet in stature, and being
excellent marksmen, were often chosen for h'!l.1.ardous
undertakings. Old Mr. Gaston was one of those valiant
men, and Margaret, together with her mother and little
sister, were compelled to do the farm work.
The McQuistons remained in their South Carolina
home until the spring of 1807, when it was decided to
remove from the rich agricultural region in which they
lived to the free soil of the then new State of Ohio.
In the above named year the journey to the north
was undertaken. The McQuiston family journeyed in
company with the family of James McDill. The whole
journey, which occupied six weeks, was made in wagons.
While crossing the mountains the McDill wagon was
upset and one of the little girls severely injured by the
fall.
Preble county had been fixed upon as the terminus of
the journey.
The little party arrived within the confines of their
adopted State, and inasmuch as their was no cleared
land ready for them in Preble county, Hugh McQuiston
rented a patch of ground in Butler county, on the
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barn, is a little spot of ground in which are buried Mr.
!\liami river, near what is now known as Old River
about three miks above Hamilton. \\"hile here the
~~c(~uiston's sister, Eliza, who died in 181o, and the
children some times went to school, and on tht·ir way to ' three daughters of David Faris.
and fro were accustomed to cross the present beJ of the
l\lr. McQuiston's farm is well improved, about ont:
Miami river on a ~lab which spanned the mill-race, ' hundred acres being under cultivation. Though not a
which at that time was some distance from the river, but
stock man, in a professional sense, he raises good stock,
and deals largely in tine hogs. First a Whig, then a
to day is the bed of that selfsame stream.
Republican, he has always been a faithful supporter of
During the summer they raised a crop of corn which
was their sole depencknce for the winter's food. They
the principles of his party. He has never pushed himremained all winter in a miserable little hut, and suffered
self into office. and is simply an honored and valued
much from the inclemencies of the weather.
citizen.
In the spring of 1 8o8 they arrived at their new place
When about seventeen years of age he joined the
in Preble county, which was immediately made homel' nitcd Presbyterian church at Hopewell, of which his
like by the familiar faces and hearty wekonu:s of their
father was tme of the original members. For more than
old neighbors, the Elliotts, McCrearys, the McDills,
thirty years he has been a ruling elder in the church,
Douglas, and others. Hugh .\1cQuiston bought the
first at Hopewell and of late at Morning Sun.
southwest quarter of section twenty-four, of Israel townAny one who has seen Hugh McQuiston will not
ship, and soon cleared a space of about two acres, in ' soon forget his tall and erect figure and sprightly activity, which, for a man of his age, is extraordinary. He
the midst of which he erectt:d a hewed lug calJin, covered
with clapboards held down by weight poles.
is one of the very few citizens of Israel township who is
To l\h. and ~1rs. McQuiston were born five boys and
living on the place on which he was born. Like a sturdy
one daughter. The little girl, Eliza, was burned to
oak which the blasts of succeeding winters have deprived
death while watching a gap ncar some burning brush
of its companions, this venerable old gentleman is the
piles. William, Joseph, David and Archibald lived to
sole survi\·or of a past generation of the McQuiston
a ripe old age. Hugh, the only survivor, is in his
family.
seventy-first year. The latter is now known as Hugh
McQuiston, sr. He was horn in Preble county, SeptemSAMUEL B. McQUISTON,
ber 26, 181o. His father died June 21, 1845, in his
the eldest son of David and Jane McQuiston, was born
eightieth ye:u, and his mother died July J7, 1852, in her
eighty-fourth year. One by one have his brothers dropin Israel township June 16, 1825. The general history
ped into the tomb, and to-day he is the last of his genof his family has been narrated above. His father, David
eration. His youth was spent on the farm with his
McQuiston, the brother of Hugh McQuiston, sr., was
born in Abbeville district, South Carolina, January 15,
father. Though schools were poor at that early day, he
1802. He was six years old when his parents settled in
managed by close application to acquire a practical
knowledge of "the three R 's," which added to native
Preble county. Whenever he could be spared from the
good sense, nude him a man of rare common sense.
farm work he attended the pioneer school-mention of
October 1), 1833, he was married to Nancy, the chiugh·
which is made elsewhere. However, he spent the most
ter of Samuel :\lcDill.
Four children blessed this
of his time assisting his father in the arduous labor of
clearing away the heavy timber which covered the farm.
union: Samuel G., born August 13. 1834, li\·es near
Paxton, Illinois. Their second son, John C., who was
In 1824 he married Jane, daughter of Samuel and
Janet l\lcDill, who were neighbors of the McQuistons in
born November 29, 1838, was quick to answer the call
South Carolina.
of his imperilled country, and in July, 1861, enlisted
I >avid and his wife settled on a farm of seventy-seven
and was sent to the front. After serving about tCllJ
and one-half acres of land, given him by his father, and
months he died of typhoid fever at Meadow Bluff, West
located 111 section twenty-one of this township. The ten
Virginia.
Eliza Jane, born October 19, 1843, is the
acres belonging to the old Hopewell church adjoin this
wife of Henry Pinkerton, of Union count~', Indiana.
farm on the east. When he came into the possession of
Their youngest child, l\faggie, who was born June ,\.
this farm, Mr. McQuiston found the timber so thick that
r 8 53, is the wife of I>avid Stephenson, of Yellow
it was necessary to cut away the trees to make room for
Springs, Ohio. Mr~. :\lcQuiston died June 28, 1853,
his cabin, twenty feet square, which he located where the
and on August 7, 1856, 1\lr. McQuiston was married to
Elizabeth Wilson, who was born October _1, 1816, and
present house stands. The log house is still standing,
whose parents, :\Jatthew and Jenny Wilson, came from
and is used as the kitchen of the present residence. In
Kentucky to Israel township about fifty years ago. l\Ir.
this rude cabin David McQuiston and wife comr.~enced
:\IcQuiston lives on the same spot •m which he was
house-keeping, and in this place they lived and diedborn. The primitive cabin gave way to a two-story
~1rs. McQuiston dying in 1845, and her husband in
log house, which Mr. :\IcQuiston's father erected not
1870long after his settlement. In 1849 Mr. McQuiston
Mr. McQuiston was prominent in the church, and
erected the present commodious two-story frame resiwas tenacious of his principles almost to obstinacy.
dence.
The children are : Samuel, Hugh, Thomas, Elizabeth,
On the farm, not more than twenty rods from the
Margaret, Martha, William, Mary and Sarah.
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Samuel B. McQuiston may well be proud of such a
lineage as that of which he can with propriety boast.
Being the firstborn, he was as the right hand of his father.
As soon as he could lift a stick he helped his father clear
the land, and still remembers many a hard day's work
mid the brush piles. As work was almost his first lesson
he learned it well, and to-day no man in the community
is a greater or more successful worker. Work has become his loved profession, and he has become not its slave
but its master.
At the te~der age of fourteen an event occurred which,
in one day, as it were, changed the boy into a man. His
widowed aunt, Martha Caldwell, having no children of
her own, urgently requested that her nephew come and
live with her. His parents reluctantly gave him up, and
from that day until this he has lived on what is known as
the Caldwell farm.
Manfully did the boy farmer go to work to earn the
fortune which he saw in the farm thus consigned to hi!\
care, all of which he now owns, and not one acre of
which did he receive by inheritance.
The place first consisted of about three hundred and
twenty acres of land, situated in the southern halves of
sections thirty-five and thirty-six of this township. In all
probability it was entered by a man named Latta, though
there is no record of the original purchase. William
Caldwell bought the place in 1828, and divided it between his sons, John and Nathan. John immediately
settled on the northern half, and Nathan sold his half
and remained in Butler county. John and Martha Caldwell went to house-keeping in the log cabin built by Mr.
Latta, which cabin is still a part of the lVIcQuiston house.
The Caldwells added a one-story brick, and about twentytwo years ago a second story was built. In 1878, Mr.
McQuiston made a two-story brick addition to the rear
of the old residence. The brick used in the building of the addition was taken from the walls of the old
Covenanter church.
Mr. McQuiston was married October 4, 1848, to Martha, the youngest daughter of John and Martha (Chestnut) Douglass, who came from Chester county, South
Carolina, in 1834, and settled in Oxford township, Butler
county, not more than half a mile south of the McQuiston residence. Mr. and Mrs. McQuiston have had no
children.
Upon the death of his aunt, which occurred in 1874,
Mr. McQuiston bought, at public sale, the place which
he had tended lor so many years. Besides this farm he
owns one hundred and fifty-eight acres of land adjoining
the Caldwell place, and also owns land in Butler county.
These farms are well improved and, consequently, very
productive. He pays considerable attention to the raising of stock of excellent quality.
He is a Republican, and has from time to time held
important offices in the township. For many years he
was an elder in the Hopewell church, and is now an
elder in the Morning Sun chmch, of which he is a liberal
supporter.

)I

HEZEKIAH MORTON.
The subject of this brief sketch is among the most
substantial farmers of Israel tow~ship, and no man in
the country is more universally known and respected
than "Ki" Morton, as he is familiarly called by his
neighbors. He is the sixth son and eighth child of
Benjamin and Hannah Mortrm, and was born August 27,
1827, on the homestead farm in section two of Israel
township. The Morton family is of English descent.
Benjamin Morton, the father of Hezekiah, was born in
New Jersey in 1787. He was of poor but honest parents, and in early life realized the necessity of hard work
as the basis of his fortune. He was young, vigorous,
and brave, and with a keen insight into futurity foresaw
that his future success was beyond the western horizon.
Soon after, determining to go west he secured the position of teamster of an emigrant wagon en route for distant Ohio, and after several weeks' tedious journeying the
big wagon, or "Jersey ship," as it was called, stopped in
Ohio, and Benjamin Morton found himself in a strange
and new country, far from the home of his childhood.
By dint of industry he obtained enough money to purchase a horse and saddle, and thus obtained the means
of returning to New Jersey, and his parents. He sold
his horse and saddle in New Jersey, and walked back to
Warren county, Ohio, which he had adopted as his new
home. At two other times he made similar trips to the
home of his childhood. He bought a little property in
Warren county, and on the twenty-seventh day of March,
1817, he married Miss Hannah Janney, who was born in
New Jersey, October 21, 1795, and whose parents emigrated to Ohio, and settled in Warren county at an early
day. In the year 1819 Mr. Morton purchased the northcast quarter of section two of Israel township, Preble
county, and immediately set to work to make ready a
home for his family. He sold the western half of his
land to one Benjamin Indicot, and the eastern half is
still known as the Morton farm, and is occupied by Clayton Borradaile, the son-in-law of Hezekiah Morton, who
owns the place. When Benjamin l\lorton bought his
farm he owned no team, and was obliged to walk from
Warren to Preble county whenever he wished to put in
day on the new place. While engaged in clearing a
space for the little cabin and adjoining corn patch, he
camped by the side of a log, against which he was wont
to build his fire. On the days when he intended to return to Warren county he was accustomed to work until
nearly dark, and then start out on the long and lonely
walk to his distant family, which he would greet some·
times in the wee sma' hours of the early day. After
journeying back and forth in this way for several times,
he removed his family and what little of this world's
goods he possessed to the new abode in Preble county.
Then and there did the Morton family struggle with
every obstacle incident to pioneer life. The native forest offered a vigorous resistance to the stroke of the
woodman's axe, and the work of clearing the farm proceeded slowly.
·
The family vf Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Morton consisted
' of thirteen children, five girls and eigh~ boys. Ten of this
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secured first the unsullied reputation and then the handlarge family are living, and three brothers and one sister
some property, which together made him one of the subreside in Preble county. Hezekiah was the first child
stantial and leading citizens of his community. He now
born in the old brick' house which is still standing on the
owns in all about four hundred acres of productive land,
homestead farm Hezekiah Morton's whole life has been
and has his f.ums in a gl) Jd state of cultivation He is
spent on the farm, and in early boyhood he le:uned how
known as a stock man, and takes an active interest in
to work, and to this day he remembers these early lesstock raising. His cattle and hogs are always of the best.
sons. His education, though not extensive, was not negFor eight years he has been a prominent and zealous
lected, and to-day he possesses a practical education,
member of the Preble County Agricultural board.
valuable because the lessons were learned in the school
Inasmuch as a substantial citizen of the township is
of experience. His boyhood days were spent upon the
the best material for civil office, Mr. Morton has from
home farm, where he assisted his father.
time to time filled various township offices. Though not
On the fifteenth of May, I85 I, when he was twentyobtrusive he has always taken an artive interest in politfour years of age, he was married to Hannah J. Van
ical affairs He always has been a thorough Republican,
Skiver, who was born April 2I, I83I, in Israel township.
and is always ready to give an intelligent reason for his
Her parents, Samuel and Elizabeth Van Skiver, emigrated
political belie(
He is not a member of the visible
from New Jersey to Warren county, Ohio, and soon after
church, but has the greatest respect for it. His liberal
removed to Preble county, and settled in Israd township,
ideas upon the subject of religion have kept him from
not far from the :\lorton farm.
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Morton commenced . embracing a denominational creed. Mr. Morton will
always be remembered as a man of sterling worth.
housekeeping across the line in Dixon township, on the
farm in section thirty-five, then owned by Benjamin Morton. After living on this place for about three years Mr.
Morton found that the net result of years of toil was
enough hard cash to enable him to purchase a farm of
JOHN McCRISTIE, M.D.,
his own, and accordingly he bought one hundred and
is
the
son
of
Joel
and Ruth (Hornaday) McCristie, and
seventeen acres of bnd located in section thirty-~ix of
was
born
in
the
year
1827, in Wayne county, Indiana.
Dixon township. The spring before his father's death
His
boyhood
was
spent
in Preble county, Ohio, and he
found· Hezekiah in possession of a home of his own, and
gained
the
rudiments
of
his education in the schools of
the subsequent death of his father severed the tie that
the
vicinity;
but
deciding
to lead a professional life, he
had in his boyhood days bound him to the parent tree,
went
in
I847,
to
Cincinnati,
where he attended the
and he henceforth became the head of a distinct family.
Eclectic
Medical
college,
during
the year mentioned and
Iu I859 he bought the homestead farm of eighty acres,
also
I
848,
I
849
and
I
85o,
graduating
in the latter year.
and soon aiter removed from Dixon township to hi5 old
He
first
located
at
Huntsville,
Randolph
county, Indiana,
home in Israel. About this time he added one hundred
where
he
remained
two
years
in
the
practice
of medicine,
acres to his farm in Dixon township. Mr. Morton's famgaining the practical knowledge of experience which he
ily consists of his wife and four rhildren, of whom there
needed to supplement his colleg-e education. Leaving
are three daughters and one son. The eldest child, ElizIndiana, Dr. McCristie went to Camden, Preble county,
abeth Amelie, was born June I3, I853, and married
and there practiced until the breaking out of the war in
Clayton Borradaile, who now occupies the Morton homeI861. He t~en enlisted in the Twentieth regiment Ohio
stead farm. Sarah Juliette, their second child, was born
volunteer infantry, and served as hospital steward for four
May I2, I856, and is the wife of Levi Brown of Dixon
months. Returning home, he was engaged in the retownship. Samuel Elmer, their only son, was born Febcruiting service until September, 1863, and then entering
ruary 2, I859, and their youngest daughter, Mary Alice,
the Ninth- Indiana cavalry in the capacity of surgeon,
was born June 2 I, I865. The two latter are living at
remained in the service until the close of the war, being
home with their parents.
mustered out August 9, I865. Returning to Ohio, the
In the spring of 1874 Mr. Morton purchased one hundoctor
located at College Corners, where he has resided
dred and ten acres of land in section twelve of Israel
ever
since,
and followed very successfully his profes~ion.
township, and in the fall of that same year reinoved to
Dr.
McCristie
married in I85o, Lovina C. Loop, who was
the handsome residence which adds so much to the atborn
in
I82.'i,
and
died in I859- Two children were the
tracti\·eness of the farm, which undoubtedly is one of the
offspring
of
thi.>
marriage:
Endora, born March 9, I851,
best in the county.
and
died
December
I8,
I862,
and Wilbur Everett, born
During the time occupied in the accumulation of valMarch
26,
I
858,
now
residing
at Camden. His second
uable property Mr. Morton was rapidly earning the esteem
wife,
Amanada
Tucker,
born
in
1846, in Union county,
of his fellow-citizens, by his upright conduct and genial
Inoiana,
and
who
is
still
living,
Dr. McCristie married
manners. He realized that "a good name is rather to be
March
Io,
I87o.
chosen than great riches," and acting on that principle
1

JACKSON.
Jefferson township on the north, Washington on the
lands in the southern part of the township, especially in
east, Otxon on the south, and ti)e Indiana line on the , Four Mile valley and the Rich woods, are black with
west, define Jackson township. In the original division
rich loam which yields enormous crops of corn, and
of Preble county into townships, Jackson was embraced
consequently makes the raising of hogs a specialty.
in Jefferson and Dixon townships. On December 1 8,
The area of nearly four hundred acres southwest of
Union chapel is called the Rich woods, and is certainly
1 8 1 6, it was ordered that the eighth township, first
range, be incorporated into one township for county and
one of the richest tracts of land in the county. These
other purpo>es, and that Jackson .become a distinct
low lands were at first densely wooded with a heavy
township. The first elt:ction was held at the house
growth of small gray and blue ash, and oak trees, and
of Adam Starr. William Stephens, who was elected
tht! work of clearing and draining the land was enorclerk, soon afterwards moved to Louisiana. John Memous, but the reward of this labor is seen in the inCord and John Starr were the first justices of the peace.
creasing wealth of the land owners.
The present officers are as follows: William C. Mills,
SETTLEMENT.
C. W. Baker and Johrt B. Kelly, trustees; J. C. AdyIn the year 1805 Ayres Taylor, a Kentuckian, bought
elott, treasurer; Willi~m A. Arrasmith, clerk; James
one hundred and sixty acres of Government land, and
:\forrow, of New Hope, and L. C. Young, of Florence
erected a rude log cabin near the confluence of the three
Station, justices. The elections are held at Campbcllsbranches of Four Mile creek, in section twenty-nine,
town.
forty rods south of the present residence of Ebenezer
The surface of the township is for the most part rollPaddack. At this time the Government was selling land
ing, the only considerable level area being in the southto settlers upon the following conditions: For tracts of
ern part. The dividing ridRe which determines the
one hundred and sixty acres, eighty dollars down, eighty
general course of the streams, crosses the southern
dollars in two years, and eighty dollars in each of the two
boundary in section thirty-live, passes in a direction a
years following; the land and previous payments to be the
little west of north, branches cast and west at a point in· for:eit of any failure to comply with these conditions.
section sixteen, just north of Florence station, and conThe little farm purchased by Ayres Taylor was in the
tinues north across the· Eaton and Richmond pike,
midst of a lonely wilderness, and the labor of clearing the
about two miles northwest of New Hope, leaving the
forest was too great for the solitary worker, and at the
township not far from the center of the northern bounend of the first year he found that it would be impossible
dary.
to meet the second payment, and he longed for the comThis division of the surface directs the water courses
ing of a friend who would purchase the claim. He found
in four general directions. The tastern half of the
this friend in Henry Paddack, who emigrated from Kentownship is drained by the tribut:tries of Seven Mile
tucky in the be~inning of the present century, and lived
creek, the streams converging in the northeast and southfor a short time in Butler county, live miles north of
east qua~ters of the town~hip. The north Dry fork rises
where Hamilton now stands. August 1, x8ot, his son
in section twenty-nine, and the south dry fork in the
Ebenezer was born. April 5, 1 8o6, he, with his family,
low land southwest of Frames' graveyard, in what is
consisting of his \Vife and three boys and one girl, arcalled the Rich woods.
rived at the cabin of Ayres Taylor, who sold his property
The declining slopes of the southwest quarter direct
to the newcomer for eighty dollars, and immediately
the courses of the east, middle and west branches of went back to Kentucky. Mr. Paddack raised the first
Four Mile creek, which flows south into the great
crop in the township, and soon'afterwards he set out the
Miami river, not far from Hamilton, Butler county.
first apple orchard. The brick house now occupied
Elkhorn creek draws its supply from the northwestern
by his son Ebenezer was the first in the township. Mr.
quarter of this well watered township, and flows in a
Paddack lived to see his children grow up and settle
westerly direction into Indiana and empties into Whitearound him. He died at a ripe old age, and lies buried
water river.
in an Indiana gra\·eyard.
The soil in the northern and northwestern part of the
Ebenezer Paddack was about live years old when his
township, is known as clay upland, and produces averfather came to Jackson township. From his earliest
age crops of corn, wheat, oats, flax, barley, and tobacco.
years he was inured to the hardships of pioneer life. He
The timber i<> plentiful, and consists of beech, white
with his brothers had a boy's love of adventure, and
and bur oak, ash, sugar, poplar, and walnut The low
many a good hunt did they have after turkeys, deer, and
1
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1
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smaller game, with which the surrounding forest teemed.
Occasionally they would meet with a bear, though bears
and elk had nearly all been driven away by the Indians,
whose hunting parties frequently encamped on the Paddack farm. In 1825 he was married to Susannah Swain,
and there were born to them eight children-Daniel, Jacob, Rachel, Sarah, Elizabeth, James, Reuben, and Phebe.
In December, 1837, his wife died, and in 1838 he married Malinda Gard, the widow of Lorenzo Gard. She
was born in 1813, in Green county, East Tennessee, and
her father settled in Preble county in 1822. Five children were born of this union- William, who married
Nancy Swisher; Harvey married Frances Paddack; Lucinda married John Oxer, of Jackson township; Miriam
married William Weist, of Jackson township, and Mariah,
who died young. Mr. Paddack removed to Indiana in
April, 1838, and came back to the old homestead in
June, 1841, where he has lived ever since.
About the time of the Paddack settlement, John McCormick settled on a farm one half mile north of Henry
Paddack's. He was at one time one of the township
officers.
In 18o6 a squa!ter, named Robert McCormick, built
on Four Mile, in section thirty-two, a hewed log cabin
with a clapboard roof, and being obliged to return to his
native Kentucky, rented his place to Rice Price, a
Quaker, who became one of the substantial citizens of
the township. He afterwards moved to the farm in section seventeen, now occupied by Elisha Smith. He lies
buried at the southeast corner of Mr. Smith's barn, and
for many years the spot has been fenced in, though at
present there is nothing to indicate the grave.
ELKHORN SETILEMENT.

The country around Elkhorn creek near its intersection with the Indiana line, was settled by emigrants from
Kentucky, North Carolina, and Virginia, and soon it
became known as the Elkhorn settlement. About 1807
John Hardin came from Germantown, Montgomery
county, and purchased land in the vicinity of Elkhorn
creek. He lived there for several years, and sold land
to many of the incoming settlers. But he had invested
all of his money in real estate, and failing to realize the
handsome profit from the sale of his land which he had
anticipated, he and his brother Eliakim sold out and
removed to where the city of Indianapolis now stands.
After his removal he became very wealthy. David Sidewell, John Bozworth, Michael Crowell, Amos Higgins,
William Neal, the three Wade brothers-Joseph, John
and William - Andrew Morrow, and others came about
the same time that John Hardin settled.
It was thought at first that the settlement would become the settlement of that part of the country. But
about this time a Quaker from North Carolina, named
Jeremiah Cox, came to the Elkhorn region in search of
water power for milling purposes. As he represented a
large colony of probable emigrants, it was hoped that
he would be satisfied and send back for his friends, but
he soon found the stronger water power of the Whitewater, and consequently the Quaker colony settled where

Richmond now is. Despite this disappointment the
Elkhorn settlement continued to increase. It was here
that the old Shiloh church received its strong support
Many of these early pioneers are buried in the little
cemetery which is situated on the Indiana line. They
took their grain to what was known as the Spring mill;
kept by a Quaker named Comber, and many a tale did
the jolly miller tell to his customers, while they waited
for their grists. The mill was situated just beyond the
State line, near the junction of the Cincinnati, Richmond
& Chicago, and the l'ittsburgh, Cincinnati & St. Louis
railroads. The only saw-mill at that time was also
across the line, on Short creek.
After the War ot 1812, the settlement of the township
was rapid. The northeastern sections were settled by
the Pennsylvania Dutch.
Michael Crowell was one of the pioneers of the Elk·
horn settlement, and suffered many of the hardships of
pioneer life. He was born in Virginia, in 17 73, emigrated to Preble county in 18o6, and settled in section
twenty. His wife was Hannah Wells, who was born in
1789, and died in 1879, at the advanced age of ninety
years. Of their nine children, David, Henry, Jacob and
James are living. Henry and James live in Whitly county,
Indiana, and David is in Madison county. Jacob Crowell owns two hundred and sixty-five acres of the homestead place, and has his farm well improved and highly
cultivated. Miss Emma Teasel becar..1e his wife in 185o,
and to them were born three children: William F.
married Frances Cook, and resides in section twenty;
Josiah M. and Francis E. are at home.
Andrew Morrow was one of the earliest pioneers of
Jackson, having settled here in section nine, in 1807.
He was a native of Orange county, North Carolina, and
was born in the year 1767. His wife, Rebecca Laughlin,
was a native of the same county, and was born two
years subsequently. At the time of their removal to
this county they were living at Wayneville, Warren
county, Ohio, and their son, Richard Morrow, one of
the older residents of the township, and who has lived
on the homestead ever since his settlement there in r8o7,
was born in Warren county, Ohio, January 25, 1807.
He was married to Sarah Barr, in 1832, who was born
in Pennsylvania in 181o, and died in 1876. They were
the parents of nine children, five of whom are li\·ing.
There were seven other children of Andrew Morrow, sr.,
but only one besides Richard is now living, namely:
Nancy White, living in DcKalb county, Illinois.
Andrew Morrow, jr., was born in 18o,'i, and died in
1857. His wife, Mary D. Small, was born in 1816.
She was the daughter of James and Elizabeth Small, natives of Pennsylvania, and who settled in Preble county
in 18o6 or r8o7. To Mr. and Mrs. Morrow were born
three children. James, \vho resides with his mother in
Jackson township, was elected justice of the peace in
1879·
John Wolf married Elizabeth Welsh in Kentucky, and
emigrated to Ohio in 1811, settling in section ten e>f
Jackson township. Seven of the thirteen children are
living: Sarah, the wife of Robert McCord, and Andrew,
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her brother, live in Iowa; Margaret, the wife of James
Shafer, resides in Huntington, Indiana, and Elizabeth
owns forty-seven acres of land in section ten of Jackson
township; Laura, Elma and Tilla live on the home place.
David Brower emigrated from Virginia to Ohio about
18oo, and settled in Washington township in 1811, and
afterwards removed to Jackson township, on the farm in
section fourteen, now owned by Adam Reid. His wife
was Mary Unger, of Virginia. He erected a cabin on
his land, and immediately proceeded to clear and improve his farm. They had six children, three of whom
are living: David and his sister, Elizabeth, the wife of
Benjamin Hornbaker, live in Van Buren county, Iowa;
Chris. Erower, now living in Eaton, owns land in section
thirty-six. Of his eleven children, six are living: Serc·na,
the wife of H. M. Kylander; Judith, wife of James R.
Bennett, and Susan A., wife of Joshua Williamson, all
live in Indiana. Their third child, Milton, is in Illinois,
and Melissa, wife of Westly Maddox, resides in Van
Buren county, Iowa. Theodore, who married Alice Edson, lives on the farm of his father, who moved to Eaton
a few years ago.
Among the first settlers in Jackson township was Jacob
Cline, sr., and his wife, Catharine Isley, who emigrated
from Guilford county, North Carolina, in I813, and settlt:d
in section thirteen, a short distance west of where New
Hope now stands. His house was near the old State
road, and was for several years the favorite stopping place
of ·passing travellers. They had two sons, Ab~l and
Jacob.
Abel Cline was born in 18I6, and in 1853 was married
to Miss Barbara Stamback, and to them hare been born
two children, one of whom died in infancy. Their son,
Jacob D., married Miss Emily Deem in 1879, and now
lives on his father's farm.
Jacob Cline, jr., was born in section thirteen, Jackson
township, in 1820. In 1842 he was married to Eliz..<tbeth
Tomlinson, by whom he had two daughters, Susannah
and Emma, the widow of William Hawk. Both daughters reside at home. In 1873 1\Ir. Cline, in co-part·
nership with his son-in-law, Wtlliam Hawk, purchased
the general store at New Hope, and upon the death of
his partner, in 187 5, became sole proprietor. He is the
acting postmaster at New Hope.
Jacob Swain emigrated from Pennsylvania in 1814,
and settled in Jackson township, on the land where New
Hope now is, where he and his wife, Elizabeth Bloom,
spent the rest of their days. They had eleven children,
six of whom are living: Hannah Miller, Dural Swain,
in Jefferson, and Elisha, in Washington township, of
this county; Polly Almonrode lives in Illinois; Polly
Quinn, in Iowa, and Malinda Ogbern, in Indiana.
John McWhinney, sr., came from Knox county, Tennessee, in 1815 or 1816, and settled in this township in
section six. His first wife was Mary Dugan, who was a
native of South Carolina. By this marriage there were
born six children, only two of whom are living. They
are John McWhinney and Mrs. Crocker. Mr. McWhinney, sr., married, in 1824, Pamella Alexander, by
whom he ha.; had five children.
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married Cynthia Adams in 1845. Of the four children
of this union only one now survives, viz: ~Irs. Samuel
Wolf. In 1855 he married Miss Sarah J. Moore, his
present wife, who was born in Adams county, Ohio, in
1834. By this marriage there were five children, four
living and one deceased.
Matth~w McWhinney, sr., was born in Tennessee in
1790. In 18II he married Temperance Kendrick, who
was born in the same State in I 792, and about the year
I 8 I 5 or I 816 emigrated to Preble county, Ohio.
He
settled in Jackson township, where he entered and
cleared up eighty acres of land. Mr. McWhinney commenced pioneer life here with no means except a horse
and wagon, but by a life of industry and toil, he accumulated a good property, his farm finally consisting of three
hundred and twenty acres. He died in I859, surviving
his wife five years, who died in 1854. They had twelve
children, nine of whom survive, as follows: William,
living in New Paris, this county; Letitia, wife of Joseph
Kelley, in Butler county, Ohio; Stephen, in Eaton;
LeRoy, in Iowa; Eleanor, wife of W. C. Emerson, in
Indiana; Thomas M., in Warren county, Ohio; Frank,
in Greenville, Darke county, Ohio; Elizabeth Ann,
widow of DeWitt West, in Indiana, and Jeannie, wife of
Charles B. Cooper, in Anderson, Indiana.
Jeremiah Frame, a native of Virginia, removed with
his family to Kentucky, Bourbon county, and in 18I5
emigrated to this county, and settled in Jackson township, in section twenty-five. His son, Silas, father of
Daniel Frame, was fourteen years of age at the time of
the removal of the family to this State. He married
i\lis~ Polly Strader, who was born in North Carolina.
Daniel Frame, now residing in this township, was born
May 7, 1826, on the farm he still occupies, and September 18, I851, was married to Hannah Dilman, whose
parents were early settlers of Gratis township, where she
was born January 1, 1830. Her father died in 1848,
but her mother is still living.
One of the oldest of the pioneers of this township is
Mrs. Catharine McManus, now in the eighty-sixth year
of her age, having been born near Brownsville, Pennsylvania, June 8, 1795· She emigrated to Ohio with her
parents, who settled in Butler county in t 8 I o. February 2, 1815, she was married to John C. McManus, her
maiden name being Miley, and in 1819 they removed to
this county. Mr. McManus died here in 1852, and his
widow and seven children survive him. The surviving
children are: Sarah Billings, Elizabeth W cstcut, in Illinois; Jane Munger, in Indiana; Mary Catharine, wife of
Porter Webb, of Somers township, this county; Lavina
Campbell, in Illinois; Julia, wife of James Wilson, in
Dixon township, and Charles H., in this township, his
aged mother living with him. He married in October,
1865, Martha Wilson.
Martin Sheffer was born in Jackson township. His
father, Daniel Sheffer, was born in 1789, and was an old
settler in the neighborhood.
Mat tin Sheffer married
Sarah Fisher in 1841, who was born in 1823. Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Sheffer, seven of whom
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- ----- - are living, viz.: James, John, George, Daniel B., Emily
F., Amos C. and Oran. Mr. Sheffer died in 1876. His
widow resides on the home place in section eighteen, on
the Indiana line.
James M. Shafer was born in Preble county in 1847·
In 1872 he married !\larg:~ret Lone, who was born in Ireland in 1846. They have two children.
,
Benjamin Fisher settled in an eatly day i~ section ,
twenty. He was born in Kentucky in q82 and died in
this township in December, 1866. He was at one time
a j:tstice of the peace of Jackson. His wife was Polly
Kessling, who was born in Virginia in 1786 and died in
1870. They had ei;.\ht children, ns follows : J nmes (deceased), John (deceased), Catharine (dccensed), Patsy,
who was the wife of William Campbell (deceased), :1\falindn, wife of A. P. Campbell, Snrah, .widow of i\!nrtin
Sheffcr, Susan (deceased) and Elizabeth, wife of Lewis
Paddock, of this township.
John Campbell, born in the State of Virginia in the
year q6o, emigrated to Ohio in 1818. He settled in
section twenty-two, Jackson township, and died in 1847.
His widow, whose maiden name was Sarah Vance, born
near Philadelphia ·in I 77 2, survin~d him a number of
years, and died in 1856. This couple lived to the advanced ages of eighty-seven and eighty-four ycars respcctiYely. They had a family of eleven children, seven of
whom are now living, as follows: Samuel, in Indiana;
James, in ?vlissouri; Robert, ip Nebraska; and i\lrs.
Mary McCowen, Andrew, \Villi:m1 and Alexander P., in
this township. The last n:lllwd was mnrried in 18.p to
l\felinda Fisher, the result of which union is five children,
two of whom are deceased. The death of one, Vivinda,
was caused by a painful accident, October 14, 1867, she
then being a young lady of sixteen years of age, and full
of hope and promise. She was killed by a pistol shot at
the h:mds of one William Thomns, who shot at the proprietor of a show that was exhibiting in E ;lton on that
day, and the shot missing the intended victim, hit the
innocent gi1l, who fell dead almost instnntly. Her murderer is now serving out a life sentence in the State prison.
Andrew Campbell was born in Tennessee in I81o, and
in 1835 was married to .M·iss S::tllie l\lorro11', who was
born in 181o. Two children were born to them. Leander married Rebecca Hileman, and Levi Clinton resides
at home. Mr. Campbell owns nin~ty-three ncres of land;
under a high state of cultivation. The father and mother
of Mrs. Campbell were George and Sarah Jones Morrow.
Frederick Stark emigrated to Preble county from New
Hampshire, in the year 1820, and settled in Jackson
township, section twenty-nine, on the f.mn now owned
by Henry Swisher. He was born in Str::ttford county,
New Hampshire, December, 1794; was married in I82o
to Abigail Doloff, a native of the same place, and born
in 18oo. They had ten children born to them, five of
whom survive, as follows: Mrs. Robert Bell, who resides a short distance east of Campbellstown; Mrs. McWhinney, who lives in Franklin, Warren county, Ohio;
John F. and Temperance L., residing on the home place,
and Benjamin F., in Eaton.
In 1826 Samuel Benner, sr., father of Samuel Benner,
-

- -- - - - - -

- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - jr., emigrated to this county, and his father, Jacob Ben·
ner, entered three hundred and fifteen and a half acres
of land in sections fourteen and fifteen of Jackson township, where Samuel Benner, the grandson, now resides.
Samuel Benner, jr., marned Mary Dunkerly, and was the
father of 5even children, all of whom are livin'g. His son
married Mary Halderman in I853, who died in 1876.
To them wtre born two children, one of whom resides
with Mr. Benner.
Joseph Bell came from the StateofTennesseein 1829,
and settled in this township in section thirty-four. He
was born in North Carolina in the year 1792, and died
in I 842. Of a family of nine children only three are now
living, viz.: Robert, Sophia, and John. Robert married
Mary S. Stark, daughter of Frederick Stark, whose settlement ha-; been noted, and rc~ides in Jackson township,
a short distance e::tst of Campbellstown. He has four
children. Sophia is the wife of Wi:Jiam McWhinney, and
resides in J effcrson township; John lives in Kansas.
David Daily, born in Virginia in 18I6, emigrated to
this county from Tennessee with his parents in I831.
He located in section thirty-fi1•e, Jackson township, and
began dearing up a farm. In the spring of 1835 he married Margaret Frey, who was also a native of Virginia.
She died in 1843, and Mr. Daily was, in 1846, again
mnrried to Phebe, daughter of John Lewis, who was one
of the pioneers of Preble county. l\lr. and Mrs. Daily
have seven children, and they are all residents of this
county.
William Wntts settled in this township in 1831• He
was born in Johnson county, Indiana, in July, 1829, and
was married in I 8 52 to Rachel Cline. He has a family
of seven sons and three daughters, who ar~ all living but
one, viz.: Levi C., John E., Sarah E. (deceased), WilliJm A., and Mary J. (twins), Eleanor L., Richard,
James I., Isnac, and Alice.
William Wooh·erton was born in Green county, Pennsyh·ania, in 18oo. Thomas Woolverton, his father, emigrated to Butler county, Ohio, in 1804. In 1807 he
came to Preble county, and settled on Seven Mile creek,
in Washington township. Soon after their arrival they
cut a road through the woods to John McCormick's, on
Four Mile creek. When William was sixteen years old,
he killed a wolf, receiving from the county commissioners four dollars for the scalp. \Vith this money he
bought the cloth for his first coat. In 1827 he bought
the farm of John McCormick, in Jackson township.
In I 828 he married a daughter of Silas Dooley, she dy·
ing in 1847. In 1851 he was married to l\Iaria Me·
Comas. He had four children by the first marriage, and
seyen by the last, most of whom are living. He built
the ftrst frame barn in Jackson township, which he
raised without giving the hands whiskey. He was also
among the first to banish whiskey from the harvest field.
Pie died about two years ago.
Solomon Wilcox settled in Jackson township in 1831.
He is a native of Massachusetts, where he was born in
the year I 8oo. On his removal to Ohio he lived a fe1v
years in Cincinnati, and afterward to Licking county,
from whence he moved to this county. He married in
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-------1824 Malinda Collins, who died in 18if, at the age of
sixty years.
William McWhinney wa~ born in East Tennessee, and
died in 1823. His wife, Elizabeth Kendrick, was born
in Virginia in q88, and died in 187 5· They emigrated to Preble county at an e.:uly day. To them were
born live children: Thomas and James are dend; Newton lives in California; Lucinda is the wife of Eli Conger, and Samuel is de:~d.
Thom:~s D. Y..Ic\Vhinney settled in section eight in the
year 1832. He was born in Indiana in 1810, and was
married in 1829 to Miss Nancy Alexander. They both
died at the residence of their son, John A. There
were born to them seven children, two of whom are now
living. These are William A., a merchant at New Paris,
and John A., a farmer of this township. William has
been twice married-in 1834 to 1\largaret Cntharine
Cail (who died in 1876), and in 1878 to Mary J. \\'iscnbaugh. John married Rebecca C. Scott in I874Marcus D. McWhinney, son of William A. !\-lc\Vhinney,
of New Paris, was born on the farm where he now lives,
in 1835. In 1864 he was married to Sarah E. Swaine,
daughter of Elisha Swaine, of Washington township.
She was born in 1842. To l\lr. and Mrs. McWhinney
have been born four children-Elmer; Clarence and
Lawrence, who were tiwns; and Bertie. Lawrence died
in 1867. Mr. McWhinney owns two hundred acres of
land in sections twenty-nine and twenty.
M. V. Snodgrass was born in 1836, on the farm in
section twenty-four which his father, Joseph Snodgrass,
entered at an early day. In 1865 he married Emma
Miller, who was born in Washington township in 1845,
and whose mother now lives ncar New Hope, Jackson
township. Their only child, Lilly May, is eight years
old.
Samuel M. Griffis was born in Washington township,
December 29, 1837. In 1864 he was married to Rebecca Ulinn, who was born in 1843. They have had nine
children, seven of wh_0m are living at home; the other
two are dead. He owns one hundred and sixteen acres
of land in section two of Jackson township, about nine
miles northwest of Eaton.
Christian Markey came from Baltimore county, Maryland (where he was born in 1826), with his parents,
Amos and Jane Markey, in 1838 or 1839.
Amos
Markey settled on Twin creek, in Twin township, the land
now being owned by his son, John. Christian was malried in 1848, to Miss Anna Crumbaker (born in 183o),
and began housekeeping on the farm now owned by
John Lesh, in Lanier township. Two years aftcrw:ud he
moved to Washington township and bought a farm in
section thirty, which he occupied eight years. He then
came to Jackson and purchased a quarter of section
twenty-five, where he has since resided. He has, by industry and thrift, become the owner of a fine property,
owning at this time eight hundred and twenty acres of
land, with farm buildings second to none in the township.
His wife, Anna, deceased in September, 1873, and a year
sub~equently he was married to Miss Zilpha A. Barnhart, widow of William Her.ry Barnhart, born in 1841.
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By his first wife he had twch·e children, eight of whom
are li\·ing. By his second marriage he h::~s had two children, one livin.:.: :md one deceased. Jonas Markey, born
in Washington township in 1851, married, in 1876, Julia
Bloomfield, born in 1856. Mrs. Christian Markey was
the mother, by her first husband, of four children, two of
whom survive.
James Kelley was born in Gratis township in 1811.
George and Eliza Kelley were the parents of Mr. Kelley.
In 1838 he nurried Hannah (ioodlandcr, the dlughter of
Jacob and Y..fary Good lander, of Fnyctte county, Indiana.
To 1\Ir. and 1\lrs. Kelley have been born fifteen children,
eleven of whom arc living, viz.: Elizabeth; Matilda,
widow of Elijah Paddock; James; Irvin; Lorinda, wife
of J. \V. Collins; Ebenezer, who married Sarah Parks;
l\lnrtin, who marri<·d Emma Aydleaott; Emma is the
wife of Petis A. Reid; William, John, and Addie are at
home. 1\lr. Kelley owns a tine farm in section thirtythree, where he resides.
Elij.:~h Kelley emigrated to this county in 1836, and
settled first on Se\·en 1\Iile creek in this township.
Several years afterward he removed to the place where
he now lives, in section twenty-eight. He was born in
Virginia in 1803, and was married in 183o, to Margaret
Henry, who was born in Virginia in 1811. They have
had a family of four children--two sons and two daughters, of whom John B. is the oldest. He was born in
1831, and married in 1869, Amanda C. Longnecker,
who was born in 1844.
J . B. Kelley, born in Virginia in 1831, came with his
parents to Prci>lc county in 1836, and settled in Jackson
tO\\~nship. In 1869 he married 1\Iiss Amanda C. Longnecker, who was born in l'rebk county in 1844. To
Mr. and 1\1 rs. Kelley have been born two children, both
living. Mr. Kelley owns sixty acres of land in section
thrity-threc of Jackson township.
Eli Conger w.:~s born in Dixon township, anc is the
son of Rev. Josiah Conger, one of the pioneer preachers
of the New Light church in Jackson township. In 1838
Eli was married to Lucinda McWhinney, by whom he
has had four children, three of whom arc living: Can ie,
the wife of Judge:\. L. Harris, of Eaton; John Newton
Conger died in 1843, James H., married Emma Lockwood, and is in the grain firm of Cook & Conger, of
Eaton; Elizabeth is the wife of Barnet Huffman, and resides on the farm in Dixon township owned by A. G.
Co~ lins. The farm of l\1r. Conger, comprising two hundred and fifty acres, is one of the best in the township.
He pays particular attention to the r.:1ising of fine stock.
At an ea:·ly day he was elected township trustee of Jackson, and held said office for nine years. In 1848 he became the township assessor, and served two years. In
1851, while a resident of Dixon township, he was made
justice of the peace, which office he held for eighteen
years. He became county commissioner in 187 I, and
this office he held two terms, in all six years.
James Paxton, a colored man, was born in Rockbridge
county, Virginia, in 1802, and emigrated to Preble county
in 1838, settling in section two of Jackson township.
His father, William A., and his mother, Elizabeth Pax-
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William C. ~lills was born in Monroe township, in
ton, were both Virginians. In 1839 James married Anna
1821. In 1843 he married Miss Harriet West, who was
Eliza McClora who died in 1878. To them were born
eight children, of whom three sons and one daughter arc
born in Kentucky in 1819- They have had no children.
Mr. Mills now owns three hundred and twenty-eight acres
living-two in this county, one in Darke, and one daughter, the wife ot William B. Hogan, in Richmond, Indi-· 1 of land, well improved. In 1861 he was elected justice
of the peace, which office he held for nine years. In
ana. His son, Samuel H. Paxton, enlisted in the service
1865 he was elected county commissioner, and remained
of his country September 3, 1864, joining the Fortysecond regiment, company C, and was discharged at
in that office for six years. He has been township trustee
for nearly fourteen years.
Chattanooga September 3, 1865. James Paxton now reGeorse W. Dickey, M. D., born in Butler county in
sides in Richmond, Indiana, and the farm is in charge of
, 1822, commenced the practice •Jfmedicine in New Hope,
his son .
Lewis B. Plummer came to this county from Indi:tna
Preble county, May 7, 1849, and is at present in a large
in 1844, and settled near Eaton. He is the son of
He married l\fiss Lydia J. Tillson in 1850.
practice.
Thomas Plummer, who resides in Kansas. In 1~70 he
She was born in New Paris, Jefferson tO\\'n,;hip, April 13,
1834. They have five children--Frances Edna, born in
married .Mary A. Swain, by whom he has had one son,
James Roddie. He owns two hundred and forty acres
185o, the wife of Dr. 0. W. Tobey, of l'yrmont, Mont
of good land in section twenty-six, which has been greatly
gomery county, Ohio; George Oliver, born in 1855, and
impmved during the last few years.
living at home; Ida Rosanna, born in 1857, wife of Dr.
William H. Weist is located in section thirty-two,
\V. A. Arrasmith, of Campbellstown; Lida Zoe, born in
where he owns two hundred and nindy-threc acres of
186o, living at home; Chalfant Cass, born in 1863; and
land in a high state of cultivation. He was born in
Ross V., born in 1869, also at home.
1847, and, 111 1872, was married to Miriam Paddack.
Abraham Brower was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, in 1792, and he married Sarah Loy in 1817,
She was born in 1851, and has had two children, EbeIH:zer, born in 1873, fl.nd Fanny, born in 1877, died
who was born in 1798. In 1859 he married for his second wife Mrs. Elizabeth Whitesell, who was born in 18o7,
March 16, 1879.
Samuel Swisher, general stock dealer, and one of the
and now resides near New Paris. There were nine chilsubstantial farmers of Jachon, was born in this township
dren, seven boys and two girls.
in 1848. He married Sarah Campbell, who was born in
Jacob L. Brower, son of Abraham Brower, married
1849. .Mr. Swisht!r was elected township treasurer in
Miss Susanna Surface in 1843, who died in 1877. Six
1876, and held the office one year.
children were born to them, and the four who are living
Henry Swisher removed to this county, from Indiana, , arc at home.
in 1848. In 1862 he was married to Miss Sarah B"ulla.
Aaron Brubaker was born in Virginia, as was also his
In 1866 he purchased a dry goods and grocery store.
wife, Elizabeth Flora. They emigrated to Preble county
Subsequently he sold out and moved to New Madison
in 1825, and settled in Gratis township. They had ten
where he remained two years. He then bought out
children, five sons and five daughters.
R. Kelley, at Florence Station, but only cuntinued the
(;eorge Brubaker was born in 1813, in Virginia, and
store some six months when he sold to Samuel Swisher,
came to Preble county with his parents. In 1838 he
and moved onto his farm. In 1'677 he again engaged
married Miss Anna Ranta, who was born in 1818. Eight
in the mercan_tile and grain business, buying out his
of the1r ten children are living. Peter and Effie Banta
brother, at Florence Station, in which he still continues.
were the parents or Mrs. Anna Brubaker.
John l\Ielling was born in Preble county, Ohio, in
John T . Kempler, born in 1819, and l\-Iahala ClemTwin township, in 18o8. His first wife, Catharine Shoemer, born in 1826, were married in 1844. They have
maker, born in 1815, died at the age of twenty. His
had three children-Samuel, husband of Elizabeth Sursecond wife was Susannah Melling, daughter of William
face, lives in Indiana; MaryS. is the wife of David Tobey,
Melling, who was born in Virginia in I 815, and is still
who resides near New Hope; and Andrew J ., who married Rosanna Daffier, resides at New Hope.
Mrs.
living. By his first wife one child, Daniel, was born.
Six children were born to him by his second wife, two of
Kempler's parents were Virginians, and were the parents
whom arc living.
of twelve children, seven girls and five boys.
Harvey Paddack, son of Ebenezer Paddack, was born
D. R. Parker, now residing in section twenty, one and
in 1847. His wife, Frances, whom he married in 1872,
one-half miles east of Florence Station, was born in
is the daughter of Lewis Paddack. Her father is one of
1849, and in 1872 was married to Mary A. Kelley, who
the old settlers of Jackson, and lives in section twentywas born in 1848. Joseph L. Kelley and Lettie McWhin·
ney were the parents of Mrs. Parker. Their family conone, two miles north of West Florence. They are the
sisted of six children : Mrs. Dr. Hinman, of Cincinparents of one child, a daughter, Ruth, born in January,
nati; Mrs. Eli Halderman, of Lanier township; L. R.
188o. They live in section twenty-nine, not far from the
Kelley, of Richmond, Indiana; Mrs. Hornaday, living at
old homestead.
John Mills, the father of William C. Mills, was a native
Red Oak, Iowa; Carrie, the wife of George Koby, of
l\liddletown, Butler county, and Mrs. D. R. Parker.
of Ireland, and married .Miss Elizabeth Conlton, who was
John G. Goldsmith was born near Eaton in r8:z8.
born in South Carolina. In 1820 they settled in Monroe
His father, William Goldsmith, is one of Preble county's
township.

s:

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL

MRS. ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL

Archie Campbell, as he was familiarly called among
his friends, was a descendent of the old Scottish family
of that name, his paternal ancestors having emigrated to
the English colonies at an early date. The family settled in Pennsylvania, where they remained for many
years. John Campbell, the father of Archibald, grew to
manhood and married Sarah Vance. He soon afterwards removed to Tennessee, and settled near Knoxville,
where he was engaged in farming until 1817, when heremoved to Ohio, and settled in the wilds of Preble
county, with his wife and ten children. He located in
Jackson township, about eight miles northwest of the
county seat. Here he resided until his death, which occurred in 1847, when he was eighty-seven years of age.
His widow survived him eleven years, dying at the age of
eighty-six. They were the parents of eleven children,
named as follows: Samuel, Jane, Elizabeth, Archibald,
Mary, James, Andrew, Robert, William, Alexander P.;
and Nancy, of which large family all are living but
Elizabeth, Jane, Nancy, and Archibald. Archibald was
born at the old Tennessee home on the fifth day of
January, 18o3. His early boyhood was passed in assisting in the labors of the farm, and in obtaining a limited
education. At the age of twenty-two he was married to
India Larsh, the only child of Lewis and Anna Larsh, of
whom mention is made below. After their marriage the
young couple settled on one hundred and seven acres of
land near the home of Mr. Campbell's parents, and commenced clearing up a farm. Here Mr. Campbell resided
during the remainder of his life and engaged in the
laborious and peaceful pursuits of a farmer. He was
widely known as a man of solid worth and intelligence, and
commanded the respect and esteem of his acquaintances.
Plain and unassuming in his manners, industrious and
frugal in his habits, never engaging in the turmoils of
political strife, or the uncertain projects of speculation,
he acquired a comfortable fortune and at his death left

his widow and children in easy circumstances. He died
on the sixteenth of March, 187 J, at the age of seventy
years.
To Mr. and Mrs. Campbell were born thirteen children, seven of whom are living. Cornelius, who was
born October 24, 1825, married Jane Dalrymple, and
died in Monroe township, in 187 1. Lewis B. born in
1827, died in the following year. Eldred R, born May
2, 1829, married Lavina McManus, and resides in Streator, Illinois. Banjamin F., who was born January 16,
1832, married Rebecca Stanley, and resides in Jackson
township. George W. and Thomas J. (twins), were
born June 22, 1834- George married, first, Mary A
Zeek, and after her death he married Margaret Murray,
and is living in Jackson township. Thomas, who married Sarah Thurston, resides near Anderson, Indiana.
John V. was horn December 22, 1836, and in 1862 was
married to Mary Reed, of Iowa. She was born in Butler county in 1838. They, with their four children,
reside with Mrs. Campbell on the old place. Minerva J.,
who was born May 31, 1839, is the wife of Thomas
Bulla, of Jackson township. Monroe was born August
29, 1842, and in the fall of 1869 he married Isabella,
daughter of Stephen A. and Pery Smith, of West Alexandria, born in 1851. They have five children, and
reside in Jackson township. · Mary Ann Campbel~ born
June 24, 1846, married James Sheffer, and lives in
Wayne county, Indiana. Laura P., born in 1849, and
Sarah 0., born in 1852, each died at the age of two
years. Besides the children above mentioned there was
one who died in early infancy.
Mrs. India Campbell still resides on the same spot
where, in 1824, she and her husband commenced housekeeping, and although death has robbed her of the companion of her youth. She is surrrounded by a large
circle of children who honor and revere her with all the
love and devotion of filial affection.

One of the oldest of the pioneers of this township is
.\Irs. Catharine McManus, now in the eighty-sixth year
of her age, having been born near Browr.sville, Fayette
county, Pennsylvania, June 8, 1795. She is the sixth
and only surviving child of the eight children born to her
parents, Abraham and Catharine Miley. Her father was
a native of Pennsylvania, and her mother was born near
Hagerstown, Maryland. In the spring of 181o Mr.
Miley and family emigrated to Ohio, coming down the
Ohio river in a flat-boat After tarrying for about three
months in Cincinnati, they removed to their newly purchased farm near Gregory's fork in Butler county, about
seven miles north of Hamilton. Here Mr. Miley kept a
tavern for some time, which bore the sign of the cross
keys; but not liking this business, he soon devoted his
sole attention to the care of his farm.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Miley died in the year 1819. February 2, I815, Catharine Miley was wedded to John C.
McManus and in I8I9 they removed to Preble county,
and settled on the farm in the southeast quarter of
section twenty-six, where Mrs. McManus has resided
ever since. When they firc;t came to this county the
country round about was a wilderness, and although not
entirely without neighbors, they had to undergo the hard·
ships of pioneer life. Mr. McManus, who was a prominent public man, has been fully noticed in the chapter on
the Preble county bar. He died in 1852, and is buried

1

in the old Frame graveyard not far from the scene of his
activity.
To Mr. and Mrs. McManus were born eleven children,
seven of whom are living. Abraham I., born in I81r,
died when a child. Sarah Ann, who was born October
I, I819, married William Billinger, and resides in Woodford county, Illinois. Mary E., who was born in I822,
died when a child. John G., who was born Febrnary
I, 1824, lived to manhood, and died in Preble county in
I8S4· Margaret J. was born October 24, 1825, and is
the wife of Dr. Warren B. Munger, who is practicing in
Union county, Indiana. Elizabeth, born January 7, I828,
is the wife of George Wescott, who lives in Woodford
county, Illinois. Samuel M., born July 25, 183o, died
in 1855· Mary C. is the wife of Porter P. Webb of Gas
per township, and was born November 7, 1832. Lavina
E., who was born September 28, 1834, is the wife of E.
R. Campbell and lives in Streator, I .aSalle county, Illinois.
Julia A, born May 30, 1836, is the wife of James
Wilson who resides in Dixon township. The youngest
child, Charles H., now n::sides at the old homestead and
has charge of the farm. In October, I86s, he n.arried
Martha Wilson, by whom he has had two children, Ina
L. and Laura Osa. Mrs. McManus, though approaching her four score years and ten, still retains much of
her youthful vigor, both of mind and body.
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oldest pioneers. In I849 he married Frances Swofford,
whose parents settled in this county in 1830, and now
reside in Johnson county, Iowa. Mr. Goldsmith is the
owner of one hundred and ten acres of land in section
twenty-two, seven miles northwest of Eaton. He is the
father of seven children, of whom two are dead, and the
rest are living in Jackson township.
William Deem, son of Joseph Deem, was born in
I824, and emigrated to Preble county, Washington
township, in I 842. In 18 so he married Sarah Harshman, who was born in 1830. To them have been born
twelve children, all of whom, save one, are living. Mr.
Deem owns a large farm in sections thirty-five and thirtysix, of Jackson township. He is one of the substantial
farmers of his neighborhood.
Christian Flora was born in Franklin county, Virginia,
in 1824- His father, Jonathan Flora, was born in I792,
and died in I863. He married Mary Bowman. They
had ten children. In I83I Christian Flora, in company
with his parents, emigrated to Ohio, and settled in Gasper township, Preble county. In 1848 he was united in
marriage to Miss Sarah Potterf, who was born in x83o.
She is the granddaughter of Gasper Potterf, after whom
the township was named. Mr. and Mrs. Chistian Flora
have had four children-Edwin, Alonzo, Alvina, Perry
and Anna.
Thomas Wolverton and family emigrated in I804
from Pennsylvania to Butler county, Ohio, coming down
the Ohio river in a flat-boat. In 1807 they removed to
Preble county and settled on Seven Mile creek, in the
western part of Washington township. There were no
settlements near them, and only a few cabins in Eaton.
Soon after their arrival they cut a road through the
woods to McCormick's, on Four Mile creek. Thomas
Wolverton was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, serving during the entire conflict. He entered the service as
a · private,· and rose to the rank of colonel. His son
William, generally called General Wolverton, from the
fact of his service in the State militia, was a well known
resident of the county for many years. He was born in
Greene county, Pennsylvania, in 18oo, and came to
Ohio with his father. When he was sixteen years old, it is
said, he killed a wolf, for the scalp of which he received
four dollars. With this money he bought of Cornelius
Van Ausdal cloth for a coat, the first coat he ever wore.
In I827 he purchased the farm of William McCormick
in Jackson, and lived there until his death in June, I 82 7.
He was twice married-in 1828 to a daughter of Silas
Dooley, sr., who died in 1847, and in 185I to Mrs.
Maria McCom·as, who is still living. General Wolverton
erected the first frame barn in Jackson township, and
raised it without whiskey, which was regarded as an innovation upon established usage.
Jacob Cooper was born in Montgomery county, in 1814.
His parents emigrated from Virginia in I8IJ, and his
father's name was Joseph Cooper. He married Catharine
Riner. Five children were born to them-Hannah,
Mary, Daniel, Margaret and Jacob-all living. Mrs.
Cooper, the mother of Jacob Cooper, is still living, at the
advanced age of eighty-seven years. Jacob Cooper was
3•
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married to Harriet Patten in I835, and has had eight
children, of whom seven are living, viz.: Elizabeth, Peter
R., Daniel W., Catharine Jane, Jacob M., Joseph S. and
Emily A John B. is dead. Daniel W. is the present
county treasurer.
Temple Aydelott was born in North Carolina in I8os,
and in 1831 married Jemima Cook, also a native of
North Carolina. They were residents of this county for
many years. Their son, John C. Aydelott, was born in
I835, near Neil's Station, just over the Indiana line. His
first wife was Sarah E. McWhinney, daughter of Thomas
McWhinney. Three children were born to them. Mary
and Emma are married, and Halstead lives at home.
Mrs. Aydelott died in 1871. In 1873 Mr. Aydelott was
married to Mrs. Juliet Swain, widow of Martin E. Swain.
Her maiden name was McWhinney, she being the daughter of Stephen McWhinney, of Eaton. She had one
child by Mr. Swain-Martha J. Two children have been
born since her marriage with Mr. Aydelott, viz.: Tracy
and Walter. Mr. Adelott is an enterprising farmer, and
has a pleasant home in section fifteen.
I. N. Aydelott was born in 1847, on the farm in Dixon
township once owned by the Larsh family. In 1869 he
was married to Evangeline, born in I849, daughter of
Robert Bell. This union has been blessed by one child
-Letitia May, who was born April q, I873· He is the
owner of one hundred and twenty-five acres of land situated in section twenty-seven, Jackson township.
Buckner Deem, the second son of Joseph Deem, an
old pioneer of Preble county, was born in 1826, and in
185o was married to Mary A. Kissling, by whom he had
five children, all of whom are living in Preble county.
Mrs. Deem was born in I83I, her parents being old settlers of the county. Mr. Deem is a resident of section
three, where he owns two hundred and ninety-seven acres
of land.
James Samuel Wolf was born in 1850. His father, Jacob
L. Wolf, was born in 18I8, and his mother, Eliza C., was
born in 18I3. In I87 I Samuel Wolf was married to
Mary Elizabeth McWhinney, daughter of John and Cyn thia McWhinney; she was born in 1847. To Mr. and
Mrs. Wolf have been born one child, Emma Frances.
Mr. Wolf lives in section ten, where he owns eighty
acres of land.
Frank Swisher was born in Dixon township in 1852,
and is the son of Martin Swisher, who now lives in
Eaton. In 1872 he was married to Alice McWhinney,
the daughter of Matthew McWhinney; she was born in
1854. To Mr. and Mrs. Swisher was born one child,
Eddie M., born in 1872. Mr. Swisher and his motherin-law, Mrs. Miriam McWhinney, run the general store
in West Florence, which is kept in connection with the
post office by Mr. Swisher, who is deputy postmaster.
George Scarse, son of David and Rebecca Scarse,
was born in the State of Indiana, October 25, 1836.
His father died at Richmond, in 1866, where his mother
still resides. He settled on one hundred and sixty acres
of land in section seven of Jackson township. His wife
was Miss Cynthia Swisher, whom he married in 186o;
she died in 1874, and was the mother of three children
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- - - ; - - -- - - - - The first public house was opened at New Westville in
Etta, born in I 86 3; Vernon in I 86 s, and Charles in I 867.
I 817, by George \V orthington, the founder of the village.
The children are all living at home.
For several years after the first settlement had been
David Morehead, born in Pennsylvania, in I825,
came to New Westville in I8SI, at which place he has
made there were no roads in the township, and the
since resided. In I857 he married l\tiss Nancy Kissinbridle-path was the highway. About the year 18 I o the
State road was built, passing from Eaton through Jackson
ger, who was born in I83S· Their children -- Mary and
township in a northwesterly direction, in a course almost
John, are still living with them. Mr. Morehead has successfully carried on the huckster business since I 864,
coincident with that of the Eaton and Richmond pike.
and has thus obtained the means to purchase eighty
This was the mail route between Columbus and Indianacres of land. Though he does not keep a regular store,
apolis. The mail was first carried through on horseback,
he supplies his neighbors with many of the necessities of then in the old "mud wagon," and afterwards in the
life.
four-horse coach. This road was superseded by the turnEARLY EVEKTS.
pike which was built about I 840. This road soon became
the thoroughfare from Cincinnati.
The wandering tribes of Indians that ocrasionally
In r853, the Cincinnati, Richmond & Chicago railroad
camped and hunted in Jackson, offered no violenre to
the pioneers. Hence there are no Indian raids, pursuits
was put through the township, entering the east line in
section twenty-five, passing parallel with the pike, and
and bloody encounters to record. Ebenezer Paddack
says that when he was a boy, the sight of an Indian procrossing the State line in section seven. There are three
stations: New Hope, Florence, and Westville.
duced as little consternation in his youthful breast as the
gobble of a wild turkey, or the swift rustle of a startled
The first and only distillery was built by Jacob Gepdeer. But the sight of a white person outside the family
hardt, in section one, in I 839. He run it four years, and
circle was unknown to young Paddack,_ until one day,
findinr it unremunerative, gave it up. Since then no
whiskey has been made in the township. There was
while exploring the headwaters of Four Mile creek in
considerable drinking in the early days, but whiskey was·
company with his brothers, they were astonished by the
purer then. At present there is no saloon in the townglimpse of a pale face and a shock of red hair half
hidden by the bushes. This meeting was too much for
ship.
F.ARLY SCHOOLS.
both parties and they hastily took to their heels. It was
afterwards learned that the stranger was James McCorThe first school-house in the township was built of
hewed logs, and stood where West Florence now is, opmick, the son of J olm McCormick, who had just settled
posite the old store. It was erected in I 814. John Tay·
one-half mile north of Paddacks.
lor, familiarly called "the little Scotchman," offered to
One of the earliest weddings took place in January,
become the teacher, at a salary of one hundred and
I8I8, at the residence of Andrew Morrow, at which time
twenty dollars per annum. But the sturdy pioneers
James Tosh was wedded to Hannah Morrow, by Esquire
found accumulating work for their sons and daughter.;,
John McCord. As this was the first ceremony that digand it was with great difficulty that twenty-five scholars
nitary had been called upon to perform, he was much
were at last assembled in the little log school-house.
frightened, and eye-witnesses say that he trembled like an
Under the management of the little Scotchman the
aspen leaf, much to the amusement of the merry wedding
party.
school prospered. Ebenezer Paddack, the only one of
the original twenty five scholars now living, says that
The first death was that of a young man by the name
the pastime of the boys, when they wanted a little
of Thomas Hollet, who was killed by the falling of a
fun, was to chop and haul wood from the present site of
tree. He was the fi;st person buried in the cemetery on
the old· store to the school-house near by. John Taylor
the State line, in section nineteen. This was the first
afterwards taught school in the Elkhorn settlement
graveyard in the township.
Jesse Hopkins taught the next school in I 807, in a
The first corn was raised by Rice Price, in section thirtyrough log house, with saplings split open and shaved for
two, he having cleared seven acres in the spring of I 8o6.
seats. This building was located in the western part of
In the spring of I8o7, Henry Paddack cleared twelve
acres just south of his house, near the site of the present
the township.
school-house. In this place he set out over two hundred
The next school was in an old deserted log cabin, a
fruit trees, which he procured from a man named Ludshort distance north of Richard Morrow's farm. It was
low, who lived where Ludlow, Kentucky, now stands,
continued for only one quarter, under the management
opposite Cincinnati. Several of the old apple trees are
of Alexander Barr, a Pennsylvanian, who afterwards bestill standing in the school yard.
came the father-in-law of Richard Morrow, who married
his daughter, Sarah, in I 832.
The first wheat was raised about I8Io. In those earliest days, the staff of life was corn bread, and wheat
About the year I 8 I 8 a log school-house was built, and
bread was considered a luxury almost unattainable.
several years afterwards a frame building was put up, one
The first school-house was erected in I 8 I 4, where West
and one-half miles east of the old school. It afterwards
Florence now is. Here also was the first store, kept by
became a district school. Alexander Barr taught in the
John McCowen, anci here, May q, I 839, was established
neighborhood for many years.
According to law section sixteen was resen·ed for
the first post office, of which Warren C. Emerson was
postmaster.
school land, and, owing to their proximity to this section,
- - ---
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the sections numbered fifteen, twenty-one, and twentytwo were sold at four dollars an acre.
-There are at present nine school districts, with as
many substantial and well furnished buildings.
CHURCHES.

Probably the first preaching in Jackson township was
in the Elkhorn settlement, about the year 18o7, by Elder
David Purviance, who was one of the founders of the
Christian church, more familiarly called, the New Light
church. Soon afterwards Parson Whitehead, of the
Baptist denomination, held meetings at the house of
John Bozworth.
Judge William Curry, now of Eaton, remembers a
meeting held at his house in 1814, by a Methodist circuit rider, the Rev. James Finley.
The followers of Elder Purviance organized a society,
about I8IO, and soon afterwards built, just across the
State line, a frame building which they dedicated as
SHILOH CHURCH,

which, though beyond the line, was supported almost entirely by residents of the township. It was
situated immediately north of what is now the intersection of the Cincinnati, Richmond & Chicago railroad with the State line. It has long since fallen into
decay, and the old graveyard, in which many of the first
settlers of the township are buried, is overgrown with
bushes. Among the ministers were William Gordon,
John Adams, Reuben Dooley, Josiah Conger, and
George Shidler. The church rapidly increased, but gave
way, in later years, to other churches.
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

About the time of the organization of the township, a
small company of Methodists held meetings in section
three, on the farm now occupied by Buckner Deem.
Among the first preachers who visited them was Rev.
John Durbin, who afterwards became very eminent in
the Methodist church. About 1825 a church was built
near by on the Morse farm. The house has long since
gone to ruin.
NEW WESTVILLE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

This church was next founded. Robert McCord, a
local preacher. had much to do with its founding. It is
situated a short distance south of town, upon land formerly owned by Thomas J. McWhinney, who lies buried
in the adjoining graveyard. In the early days this church
was one of the strongholds of Methodism, and some of
the most talented ministers have preached to this congregation.
Rev. Werter Davis, one of the most active religious
pioneers in this county, was among the first ministers.
Rev. W. H. Raper was the first presiding elder who
preached there. At present there is no regular preaching. Rev. Young was the last pastor.
NEW HOPE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

A great revival took place, in the winter of 1847,
among the Methodists in the vicinity of New Hope.
The meetings were held in the wagon-shop of James
Beggs, which stood nearly opposite the spot where the

present church stands. During the revival the following
persons became members of the class which was then
formed: Samuel Null and wife, John C. McManus and
his wife Catharine, John and Jacob Weist, with their
wives; John Wolf and family, Mrs. Harriet Scott, and
others. In the spring of the same year efforts were
made to build a house of worship, and by fall this had
been accomplished. Services have been held there ever
since, though not in the same house. December 23,
1878, the old building was destroyed by fire, and the little band of workers were well nigh discouraged. But by
a strong and united effort they were enabled to re-build
their house of ·worship, and now they have a neat and
commodious .frame building. Rev. Young has been
preaching for them for several years. There are about
twentv-five active members. The following is a list of
the officers: Trustees, William Renner, W. L Mitchell,
and C. W. Baker; class-leaders and stewards, W. L
Mitchell, and William Renner.
BAPTIST

CHURCH.

As has been previously mentioned, the Baptists held
their first meetings at the house of John Bosworth, in
secdon nineteen. In 1817 a Baptist church was built of
}ogs, in the northern part of Dixon township, in section
five, on Four Mile creek. Soon afterwards the congregation removed their place of worship, and built a church
on the farm of Marcus McWhinney, in section twenty,
west of William Bulla's residence. The society was
known as the regular old-fashioned Baptist church. Rev.
William Williams was the first minister, and Rev. Joshua Moore was the last. The church was deserted in
1845, and at this day there is not a vestige of it left.
Ebenezer Paddack is the only member living. There is
no other Baptist society in the township.
UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST-NEW HOPE CHURCH.

The United Brethren of Jackson and surrounding townships were wont to worship in the barns of Fathers Bonebtake and Dawald, of Washington township. In 1815
Revs. Zellers, Jacob Antram, and Henry Kumler, held
meetings in a log church, which was built about that
time.
In 183o a house was built close to the Jackson township line, in Washington township, not far from New
Hope. This was the second church of the denomination in Ohio. There were about thirty members, among
whom were John Melling, David Mason, and Jacob Myers, of Jackson township. Rev. George Bonebrake was
the minister there)n 184 7, when the society concluded
to remove to New Hope, and accordingly· the present
brick church was built, and the society removed to Jackson township. Since then the ministers have been Revs.
Isaac Robinson, George Bonebrake, Henry Kumler, Samuel Adams, Asa Cohee, Jacob and Henry Surface, and
Henry Tobey. Rev. Samuel Huddle is the present
pastor.
There was a great revival during the pastorate of Henry
Tobey, in January and February, 1867. At this time
sixty-five persons united with the church. In 1877, in
the pastorate of Rev. Huddle, about forty were added.
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--- ---- - -- - - - - - - - - - There are at present one hundred and eleven communi- stronger element, and since the dedication of the church
they have had their own ministers, among whom were
cants. The following are the officers: Trustees, John
Revs. T. M. McWhinney, Joseph Weeks, James Sloan,
Melling, George Izer, Jacob L. Surface, Jacob Cline, and
Hiram Simonton, W. A. Brodrick, Levi Purviance, Z. T.
William Bonebrake; clerk, John Griffis; class-leaders,
Sullivan, and Peter McCullough. For eighteen months
Jacob Cline and John Griffis.
the church has been without a pastor. The house is
The Sabbath-school organized at the old church in
I836, now numbers about eighty members. Rev. Henry situated just east of West Florence, about three hundred
Surface and Matthew Brann were the first superintend- yards from the old church.
ents. Daniel Strader and 0 . P. Conley now have charge
THE NEW WESTVILLE CHURCH
of the school.
was organized by Elder James Neal, about eight years
EDWARDS

CHAPEL,

in section thirty-four was built by subscription in 1878,
and is under the control of the United Brethren. A
number of Methodists living in the neighborhood united
with them. They are supplied by the pastor of the New
Hope church. In the spring of 1878 the chapel was formally dedicated by Revs. Charles Miller and Daniel
Flickinger, of Dayton. There are at p1esent nearly forty
members.
CHRISTIAN CHURCH-UNION CHAPEl..,

in section twenty-five, was dedicated to the worship of
God, September 21, I 8 51' and February 29, 18 52, a society was organized with the following members : Jacob
Cline, Michael Powell, John Spacht, William Green,
Mary Frame, Elizabeth Street, Margaret Frame, Elizabeth Ammerman, Welthy Frame, Susannah Whitsell,
Wilmina and Catharine Miller. Elder James Neal effected the organization, and continued in the pulpit fourteen years. The ministers since then have been Revs.
W. A. Gross, five years; James Neal, three years; C. C.
Philips, one year; and Rev. Peter McCullough, who has
been supplying the church since last May.
PEOPLE'S CHURCH.

Elder James Neal, with twenty-four members, organized the old church at West Florence in the fall of 1842.
The building still stands at the rear of Frank Swisher's
store. Rev. James Neal was the pastor for about sevt>n
years, and was followed, after a brief vacancy of the pulpit, by Rev. T. M. McWhinney, now of the Herald of
Gospel Liberty, at Dayton. Eli Conger, Matthew McWhinney, William Kendrick, Thomas M. McWhinney,
John Kendrick, William McWhinney, Robert Swisher,
with their wives, and Mrs. Elizabeth McWhinney, were
among the first members. Prior to the year I859, Rev.
T. M. McWhinney conceived the plan of the members of
the Christian denomination uniting with the Universalists and Methodists of the neighborhood in the building
of a new house of worship, to be called the People's
church, and accordingly, in 1859, the commodious brick
building which had been erected by general subscription,
was dedicated by Revs. T. M. McWhinney, of the Christian denomination, and Rev. James Foster, a Universalist,
of Indianapolis. Naturally enough, both denominations
desired the lead, and on the day of dedication, upon a
vote of the congregation, it was decided that Mr. McWhinney be followed by Mr. Foster. Strangely enough,
both ministers had chosen the same text
There
has always been a controversy between the denominations
for supremacy. The Christian denomination is the

ago. For a time it was very prosperous, but of late years
it has not succeeded quite so well Preaching is still
kept up there by Rev. Neal. There was a church ol the
same denomination at New Westville more than thirty
years ago, but it has disappeared.
GERMAN EVANGELICAL SOCIETY.

This society was organized in 1859, by Rev. Philip
Swartz, of Darke county. There were, originally, fifteen
members, but at present there are but seven. The
meetings are occasionally held in the United Brethren
and Methodist churches of New Hope. They never
had a building of their own. Rev. A 0. Raber, of Indiana, occasionally preaches for them.
EARLY BURIAL PLACES.

The first graveyard in the township is in section nineteen, on the Indiana line, on the farm now occupied by
Jacob Crowell. It was laid out by the pior.eers of the
Elkhorn settlement. The first person buried there was a
young man named Thomas Hollett, killed by a falling
tree. Here are buried John Bozworth, Michael Crowell,
Elijah Wade, and others of the fisrt settlers. Recently
the cemetery has been remodelled, and it presents an attractive appearance.
In the earliest times there was a graveyard in section ten, on the farm of Jacob Wolf, just north of the
Eaton and Richmond pike. Jacob Wolf was the first
person buried there.
Rebecca Wells and Elizabeth
Davisson were among the first persons buried in this
graveyard, whose only monument is a large wild cherry
tree, which can be seen from the pike.
What is known as the Frame graveyard is situated
about a quarter of a mile southwest of Union chapel.
July 16, I 8 I 6, the infant daughter of John and Polly
Frame died, and there being no graveyard in the neighborhood it was thought best to bury the child near the
house. Accordingly Silas, the brother of John, and
father of Daniel Frame, dug a grave in a secluded spot a
short distance northwest of the house. When the little
procession of relatives started for the place of burial, it
was with the utmost difficulty that they could find the
grave, so thick was the heavy growth of bushes. A plain
freestone slab no\v marks the little grave, which, in the
course of time, has been surrounded by the silent inhabitants of the silent city that has grown about the lonely
grave of the wilderness. Here were buried: Jeremiah
Frame, December 9, 1828, aged seventy-six; his wife,
Elizabeth, December 9, I828, aged eighty-eight; Isham
Lanier, January 2, I823, aged sixty-six; John Frame,
September 26, I 828, aged forty-four; Polly Frame, De-
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cember 30, I 840, aged thirty-nine; Silas Frame, October
2, I864, aged sixty-three; John C. McManus, I852, aged
sixty-five; John R. Williams, April 22, I863, aged seventythree; his wife, Catharine, April IS, I863, aged seventy·
two; John Ammerman, June 22, 1856, aged seventynine; his wife, Rachel, July 19, I859, aged seventy; his
first wife, Malchariot, July 30, 1849, aged twenty-five;
Rev. William Williams, a Baptist minister, February 19,
1841, aged eighty; John Miller, November 26, I864,
aged sixty-nine; Henry Miley, June 21, 1868; aged seventy; and Henry Lanier, October 6, 1879, aged seventy-nine. The above were the first settlers of the southeastern part of the township.
In the graveyard adjoining the New Westville Methodist Episcopal church were buried: First, Lucy Ann,
wife of Henry W. Price, September 8, I 81 s, aged twentyfive; afterwards, Thomas J. McWhinney, September I I,
1846, aged thirty-six; Andrew Morrow, July 21, 1847,
aged eighty; his wife, Rebecca; Dr. W. M. Jackson, August 2 I, I849, aged thirty-seven; and others, whose graves
are not marked.
VILLAGES.

West Florence, New Westville, New Hope, Campbellstown, and Crawfordsville are the hamlets of Jackson
township.
WEST FLORENCE.

In I8I6 John McCowen laid off in section thirty-three,
at the middle of the southern boundary of the township,
a plat of ground divided into lots, calling the proposed
town Knoxville, after his native Knoxville, Tennessee.
The plat was not recorded until March I8, I83S· It was
then called Florence, and at the time of the establishment of the post office, in I839, the name was changed
to West Florence. The first store was built in 18I6 by
John McCowen, on a spot immediately in front of Dr.
Gans' barn.
Warren C. Emerson became the first postmaster, May
17, I 839. Frank • Swisher now keeps the store, and is
the deputy of Dr. P. T. Cans, the present postmaster.
As is stated elsewhere, the first school-house in the
township was built in I8I6, opposite the old store. The
old frame Christian church is still standing in the yard
back of Swisher's store. Until 1850 part of West Florence was in Dixon township, but at that time William
Swisher bought that part lying south of the line, and the
four or five houses were moved across into Jackson township. There is now in the village a store, a blacksmith
and a wagon shop. Dr. P. T. Gans is the resident physician. There are at present fifty inhabitants.
NEW WESTVILLE.

- Until the establishment of the post office of New
\Vestville, June 4, I84o, the town was known as Westville, and letters were sent to McCowen's cross roads.
July r6, 1816, the west half of section number five was
surveyed, and a plat, containing sixty-four in-lots and
eight out-lots, was acknowledged by Isaac Stephens, J.
P. The store was built by James McCowen. George
Worthington, the founder of the town, opened the first
tavern in the township in 1817. For a time the pro-
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jected town grew, and at first it was ahead of Richmond,
which was founded in I 818. It reached the zenith of
its prosperity soon after the building of the Eaton and
Richmond pike, and after the construction of the railroad, became dead to enterprise. The present postmaster is Nicholas Ruth: It now has about one hundred and
twenty-five inhabitants.
NEW HOPE

was laid out June I I, I841, by Daniel Hawk, and additions were made October, Is, I 842, in the southeast part
of the present town by Abraham Leedy, and by Jacob
Cline in August, I847, comprising all that part now lying
west of the intersection of the pike with what is known
as "the short line." The village is situated on the Eaton
and Richmond pike, about five miles northwest of Eaton.
It contains nearly one hundred and fifty people. The
post office is Upshur, with W. L. Mitchell postmaster,
and Jacob Cline acting as his deputy. The first postmaster, William Brown, was sworn in April 2, I 844. He
kept the first store, opposite Renner's hotel. The village
store was kept successively by Adam Surface, Rev. Asa
Cohee, Rev. Henry Tobey, and at present is kept by
Jacob Cline. Abraham Leedy opened the first tavern,
which being on the stage line from Dayton to Richmond,
was well patronized by travellers and teamsters. Stuart
Hoon afterwards kept the Five Mile house where Henry
Adler now lives. The present hotels are kept by William
Renner and George Stemple. There are two churchesthe Methodist Episcopal and the United Brethren. Dr.
G. W. Dickey is the physician. The blacksmith and
wagon shop is owned by Henry Ashinger and his son, Edward. James Kinkade keeps a small store opposite that of
Jacob Cline.
CRAWFORDSVILLE

was laid out December Io, I842, by Conrad Frey, and
for a time had as bright prospects as any of its neighboring hamlets. It has now only seven families. It is situated in section twenty-four, on the eastern township line.
Daniel Strader is the oldest inhabitant.
CAMPBELLSTOWN

is the name of the post office at Florence station, on the
south side of the Cincinnati, Richmond & Chicago railroad. Lots were sold from time to time but they were
never platted. Soon after the building of the railroad
Harvey McWhinney opened a store, and the packing of
pork was very successfully engaged in. Henry Swisher,
the railroad agent, keeps a store and warehouse. Jacob
Cooper keeps the post office in his store. The first post
office was established June I, I854, and Matthew McWhinney was the first postmaster. The warehouse kept
at New Hope station by charles McManus was burned
December 22, 1879. John Williams keeps a store there.
PHYSICIANS.

At the time of the settlement of Jackson township, there
was no regular physician nearer than Eaton. Richard
Morrow remembers to this day, the fright given him by a
visit from Dr. Walter Buell, who, though one of the
kindest of men, was by no means the handsomest. Dr.
Mitchell, of West Florence, is the first resident physician
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- - - - -- - - -- -- - - -- - - - - in this township, of whom there is any remembrance.
Vr. Warren B. Munger, a graduate of the Ohio Medical
college of Cincinnati, came next, and remained three or
four yea'ts. Dr. Irwin Boyd next came, practicing for
WILLIAM BULLA.
eight years. He was very active and self-sacrificing durWilliam Bulla, the eldest son and second child of
ing the terrible ravages of the cholera in 1849, and was
almost idolized by the whole neighborhood. He died of Thomas and Susan Bulla, was born in Wayne county,
Indiana, April 30, I8Io. Rapidly reviewing the history
cholera in 1855, being taken sick at the house of Ebeneof his family, the- reader will note that the family origizer Paddack while attending to the wants of some cholera
patients. His loss was considered almo:>t irreparable.
nated in Ireland. A strange and rather romantic cirDr. P. T. Gans began the practice of medicine in West
cumstance cast the lot of this family upon American
Florence in the fall of 1854. He has a large practice,
soil. About one hundred and fifty years ago three boys,
and is universally respected. Dr. George E. Wilkinson
not more than thirteen or fourteen years of age, might
have been seen playing along the sea shore. Attracted
was the first regular physician in New Hope. He came
by the unwonted sight of a ship, and induced by the
about 1842, and after practicing five or six years, was
pressing invitation of the captain, the boys stepped on
succeeded by Dr. Theodore Purdy, who leaving in 1849,
board the vessel to satisfy their boyish curiosity, and ere
was followed by Dr. Cruise, and May 7, 1849, by Dr.
George W. Dickey, of the eclectic school. He is the
they knew it they were sailing away from their natiYe
land to distant America The anguish of the boys upon
present practitioner in New Hope, and has an extensive
practice, being the oldest physician in the whole neighlearning that they had been duped by the wiley captain,
borhood. He has instructed the following students who and the agony of the bereft parents is hidden by the veil
of forgetfulness. The boys had to work their passage,
practiced in New Hope a short time after their graduaand upon their arrival at the foreign port they were sold
tion : Drs. L. Van Trump, 0. E. Tillson, now of West
Alexandria; 0 . W. Tobey, now at Pyrmont, Ohio; and
by the captain "to pay their passage money." What
W. A. Arrasmith, who is now located at Campbellstown,
became of two of these misused lads is not known. Of
one, however, there is a history, for he was none other
and has acquired a large practice.
than the great-grandfather of William Bulla. It is probIn 1877 Dr. Warren B. Munger removed from Sidney,
Ohio, and remained in New Hope for three years. He
able that the little outcast found a home in Pennsylvania.
is now located in Indiana. There are no other physicians
Cpon attaining his majority the Jove of hi;; kindred and
in the township.
mayhap the tender remembrance of some girlish tace,
MILLS.
induced him to seek the home from which in childhood
he had been so ruthlessly torn. After remaining in IreThe first and only flouring-mill m Jackson township
land a short time, long enough to find his wife, he rewas built about eight years ago, in section thirty-two, by
turned to this country, and the young couple settled in
Martin Swisher. There is a saw-mill attached.
Pennsylvania. Here William Bulla's grandfather, Thomas,
About thirty years ago there was a saw-mill in section
was born, and in due time was married, first to Sallie
ten, but it was burned a few years ago. The mill now
Wallace, who died without children, and afterwards he
then, is owned by Meredith Cox. The steam saw-mill at
was married to Esther Widows, of Chester county,
New Hope is owned by the Kramer brothers.
Pennsylvania. They had three girls and nine boys, all
There is also a steam saw-mill at Camphellstown.
of
whom, exept one little girl, lived to maturity. Thomas
Several years ago a tile factory, under the control of
Bulla
was a member of the Society of Friends, and on
Eli Fisher, was built a short distance west of New Hope,
this
account
did not take an active part in the Revolubut it has recently been moved to Gettysburgh, this
tionary
war.
After the war the family removed to Rancounty.
dolph
county,
North Carolina, where, April 14, 1779,
INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS.
Thomas
Bulla,
the father of William, was born. He
This lodge which is at Campbellstown, is the only
was
a
jovial
young
fellow, very fond of dancing and
secret society in the township. The present officers are:
music,
and
was
the
center
of the social life of his comWilliam Parker, N. G.; Frank Swisher, V. G.; William
munity.
When
about
nineteen
years of age he married
Rhea, recording secretary ; J. V. Campbell, permanent
Mary
Foutz,
born
in
North
Carolina,
and of German
secretary; W. A. Arrasmith, treasurer. The lodge was
descent. She died about seventeen years ago, leaving
instituted July 23, 1873·
three children, two of whom lived to maturity. In 1804
The Grangers had a lodge of the Patrons of HusThomas
Bulla and family started for the west. He
bandry in Campbellstown a short time ago, but it is now
stopped
for
a time near Germantown, Montgomery
extinct.
county, Ohio, at which place his first wife died.
Deciding to go further west, he went to Indiana by
himself, and entered land in the wilderness which is now
the fair territory of Wayne county, Indiana. He remained in the wilderness for six weeks, never hearing
a human voice or seeing anything homelike. After
1
building a cabin he returned to Germantown, where a
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riage Mr. Bulla had five children, four girls and one boy,
short time previously he had married Susie Mowry, who
viz: Ida M. and Ada L., twins, born September 8,
was born in Pennsylvania, and of German descent.
They proceeded to their new home. The Indians were
I867; Dora V., born January 7, I87o; Jennie, born Ocplenty, but fortunately they were friendly. The wolves
tober 2, I871, and William Thomas, born November 28,
made weird music around their cabin at night, hut they 1 I 873.
never did any serious damage. There was no settlement
Since his first vote, which was cast for Jackson, he
farther west than that of Thomas Bulla, and conse- , has voted for every Whig and Republican candidate for
quently he endured every hardship incident to pioneer · President. He has missed voting only three or four
times, and these occasions were spring elections. He is
life. The nearest mill was near Hamilton, Ohio.
Thomas and Susan Bulla had fifteen children, of by no means radical, and has always voted for principles,
which to his mind are best represented by the Repu bwhom twelve lived to maturity. Their little daughter,
Betsey, was drowned in Elkhorn creek when only two
lican party. He has never desired office, though at
years old.
times he has been a township officer. He highly reWilliam Bulla, the subject of this sketch, had few eduspects Christianity, but is naturally skeptical. Below is
cational advantages, but managed to get a fair education , appended a phrenological description of the forty-two
"bumps" on Mr. Bulla's head. The relative sizes are inby dint of hard study. He remained under the parental
roof until about nineteen years of age, when, imitating
dicated on a scale ranging from one to seven:
his father's example, he took a wife. His young wife,
Amativeness, 3; parental love, 5; friendship 4, to be
Miuy Edward'>, whose parents came from Guilford
cultivated; inhabitiveness, '\; continuity, 6; vitality, 7;
county, North Carolina, in I8o7, was born in I8II, and
conjugal love, 3; combativeness, 6; destructiveness, 4;
died in I864, leaving no children. For nearly three
alimentiveness, 5; acquisitiveness, 6; secretiveness, 3, to
years after his marriage Mr. Bulla lived in Wayne
be cultivated; cautiousness, 5; approbation, 6; self esteem, 5; firmness, 7; conscientiousness, 4; hope, 6; spircounty, Indiana, and in x8JI, near the close of the year,
ituality, 4; veneration 2, to be cultivated; benevo!ence,
removed to Preble county and settled on his present
5; constructiveness 4, to be cultivated; ideality, 5; subfarm, consisting of the southwest quarter of section
limity, 5; imitation 4, to be cultivated; mirth 3, to be
twenty-one, of Jackson township. He settled literally in
the woods, and worked many a day clearing his land.
cultivated; individuality, 5; form, 4; size, 4; weight, 6;
The first house, a hewed log cabin, is still standing
color, 5; order, 6; calculation, 4; locality, 5; eventuality,
5; time, 6; tune 4, to be cultivated; language, 5; casunorth of Mr. Bulla''> barn. He was married on the fourteenth of October, I 866, to Martha A., the widow of ality, 6; comparison, 4; human nature, 6; suavity, 'V
George W. Green, of Logansport, Indiana. She was
vital temperament, 9 degrees; motive temperament, 9;
born near Indianapolis, March 3, I8JI. By this marand mental temperament, xo.
1

1

1
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JEFFERSON.
This township assumed its present proportion'> in x8og.
Its name was given it by the admirers of Thomas Jefferson, whose second term of office was just expiring. At
this time the first settlement of the township was only
three years old, and the density of surrounding forests
made it necessary for the pioneers to toil night and day
in the labor of clearing a spot where they might raise the
necessaries of life. They had no time for civil duties,
and, fortunately, there were very few duties of that kind
to be performed. Hence, the records, if there were any,
were very meagre, and do not go back mor~ than fifty
years. However, it has been ascertained that in 1829,
the township trustees were: James Jackson, James Graham and John Campbell. The present officers are:
Joseph Miller, W. A. McWhinney and W. H. Kirkpatrick,
trustees; L. W. Richey and Jacob Middaugh, justices of

the peace: William J. Hohn, treasurer; S. V. Henkle,
clerk; William Patterson and J. T. Cox, constables.
The official center of the township is New Paris, where
the elections are held.
PHYSICAL FEATURES.

This township is the most northern of the first range,
and the northwest township of the county. Indiana is
on the west, Darke cotmty on the north, Harrison township on the east, and Jackson township on the south,
The surface of the township is the most broken in the
county. The dividing ridge of the county, which passes
through Somers, Israel, Dixon and Jackson townships,
enters Jefferson in section twenty-three, passes in a directior nearly north into section twenty-two, and then east
and northeast into the northern part of Harrison town-
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ship, through section twdvl' of Jefferson. This water- shed presents an eastern and a western slope to Seven
Mile creek, and Whitewater, respectively. Seven Mile
creek takes its rise in section twenty-two, and its waters
are conducted by way of a broad and deep ditch, dug by
order of the county commissioners, in an easterly direction until the Murray farm, in section twenty-three, is
reached, when the course of the stream turns southward,
and flows out of thl: township below Gcttysburgh.
The most easterly branch of Whitewater, known as
Little creek, draws its supply of water from the western
slope of this dividing ridge, and from the eastern slope
of a smaller ridge running between the branch stream
and Whitewater creek.
Elkhorn creek has its source just east of the main
ridge, and leaves the township in section thirty-four at
the southern boundary of the township.
In the southwestern part, a spear of the main watershed runs west, and empties its southern waters into
another branch of the Whitewater, and its northern waters
into the creek proper.
Entering at the middle of the western boundary, and
passing northeast and north through sections eighteen,
eight and five, is a ridge separating the waters of Whitewater on the east from those of a smaller stream on the
west.
Thus is the township watered by two main streams and
a number of smaller branches.
A birds-eye view of the surface of Jefferson township
reveals the boldest landscape in Preble county. The
elevated ridges are studded with hills standing out in
bold relief, and skirted with glens and valJeys, through
which course numerous rivulc·ts, tributary to the larger
streams in the broader valleys beyond. The southeastern
portion of the township is the only considerable area of
lowland. The hills are so abrupt as to be suggestive of
mountainous country, and so symmetrically moulded as
to be suggestive of the artificial.
One of the most extensive and charming views is obtained from any one of the girdle of hills surrounding
New Paris. North and south may be seen the silvery
thread of the Whitewater losing itself in the distance,
while ~n the west the horizon loses itself in the beautiful
hills of Indiana.
Another fine view may be obtained in the northwestern
corner of the township. But it is impossible to l0cate
the centers of fine scenery, inasmuch as the whole landscape is beautiful to the eye.
As an agricultural region Jefferson towpship ranks
with the average townships of the county. As in all upland country, the soil is clayey, and requires considerable
draining to cause it to produce its maximum crop. The
majority of the farms are well drained, and their productiveness proportionally increased. Though much corn
is raised, the soil is best adapted for the growth of small
grain. The principal productions are wheat, oats, corn,
hay, with some tobacco and sorghum. Stock is raised,
but stock raising is not a specialty.
The area of land embraced in this township is six
miles north, and nearly six miles wide, and contains about

,

twenty-two thousand and five acres. Of this land:
thirteen thousand three hundred and sixty is plow land ;
three thousand six hundred and eighty-four acres, meadow land; and about four thousand nine hundred and
sixty acres, wood land. The total value of all this
land is seven hundred and sixty-eight thousand and
thirty-one dollars, nearly. The houses are valued at
seventy-one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five
dollars; the mills at eleven thousand one hundred dollars,
and the barns and other building at thirty-eight thousand
three hundred and twenty-five dollars. The population
of the township is two thousand two hundred and thirtytwo.
SETTLEME:-IT.

This part of the county was occupied as early as 18o6,
by pioneers, who came from Kentucky. Jackson township below was rapidly filling up with settlers from the
south, and very naturally the settlement extended northward and beyond the Jackson township line. The first
settlement in Jefferson was small, made up of not more
than four or five families. In the infancy of this century
Indians were very numerous, and one of their favorite
camping places wa.> in this township near Cedar springs,
their favorite resort. Rut the white man soon reached
this territory, and the Indians were pushed across the
adjoining State line. There may have been a few venturesome squatters in advance of the pioneers, but no
trace of any can be found.
The States of Kentucky and Tennessee have the
honor of having furnished Jefferson township with its
earlie~t settlers. Among these original settlers were the
Flemings, Irelands, Purvmnces, Morrisons and Mitchells.
The first settlements were made about the year 1 8o6.
Many of the pioneers of Jefferson, like those of Israel
and other townships, lett the south because of their
hatred of slavery.
Bourbon county, Kentucky, from which many emigrated, is often called the garden of the State, and
even at an early day the region was very productive.
Through the labors of such men as David and John
Purviance, B. W. Stone, Andrew Ireland, William Caldwell and others, churches had been founded, and with
Paris as the center the community was the most promising in the State. But led on by the spirit of emigration,
whose impulse was the bettering of their condition, a
number of families started for Ohio, and after weary days·
of travel their wagons stopped in the vicinity of the east
fork of Whitewater, where to-day their descendants are
enjoying the fruits of their labors. The representation of
these first families is very limited, and from them only
could any account of the settlement be obtained.
John Pnrviance was born Apnl 12, 1 793· He married
for his first wife Margard Woods, who was born in 1799
and died in 1824. One of the two children born by this
marriage is living. In 1838 he married Cynthia Adams,
who was born in Wilson county, Tennessee, in 1810,
whose parents emigrated to Ohio in 1816. To Mr. and
.Mrs. Purviance were born six children, four of whom are
living. Mrs. Purviance is still living on the old place in
~ection thirty-one.
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One of the earliest settlers in Jefferson township was
David Purviance, the pioneer preacher of the New Light
church, and the founder of many of the societies of that
denomination in Preble county. He was born in Iredell
county, North Carolina, November 14, q66. His parents, who were strict Presbyterians, reared him in that
faith and drilled him in the Westminster catechism,
larger and shorter. He received the rudiment~ of a classical education under the tutelage of Dr. Hall, a Presbyterian preacher who was compelled to cease study on account of ill health. He taught for a while, and wrote in
the clerk's office in Salsbury, North Carolina. When
twenty-three years of age he was married to Miss Mary
Ireland, daughter of John and Mary Ireland, a sister of
David Ireland, who was among the first settlers in Jefferson township. Soon after their marriage they removed to
Tennessee and settled or. the Cumberland river, near
Nashville. But the Indians were bad then, and killed
his brother John, besides committing numerous depredations. David Purviance moved to Kentucky and settled
three miles south of Caneridge meeting-house. His land,
covered with a thick forest growth and a thick canebrake,
was hard to clear. Here Mr. Purviance toiled, and it
was not known until he entered the Kentucky legislature
in 1791, that he was a great man. He made his debut
in public life in a speech against the courts, which were
ably defended by the eloquent John Breckenrid~e.
He
won in this, his first effort, and this victory was but an
index of his future success. In 1807 Mr. Purviance emigrated to Ohio and settled in section thirty-one of Jefreason township. His efforts in establishing the church
at New Paris are noted below. He could not live in
Preble county long before the fame of his powerful
speeches in the Kentucky legislature overtook him and
became known to his friends. In the fall of 1809 he
represented the people of Montgomery and Preble counties in the State legislature, and served one term of two
years. In 1812, the district being changed, he was elected
to the senate by the counties of Preble, Darke and Miami, which counties he served four years. His labors in
the legislature were incessant. He was in the senate at
the time that Columbus was made the capital of the
State. He was instrumental in securing to Oxford the
location of Miami university, and for many years was a
trustee of that institution. His vigorous support of the
bill introduced for the repeal of the "Black laws of Ohio"
made him for the time unpopular. His defence of the
black people was very strong.
He was again elected in 1826, and always took a
strong interest in political affairs. He served the legislatures of Kentucky and Ohio fifteen se!'sions. He was
also on the electoral ticket in 1812, when James Madison
was re-elected.
David and Mary Purviance were the parents of seven
children, of whom but one, Mrs. Margaret Day, who resides in Paxton, Illinois, is living. David Purviance
died in 1848, and is buried in the old cemetery at New
Paris.
Elder Levi Purviance was the oldest son of Elder
David Purviance, and was born in Iredell county, North
33
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Carolina, November 7, 1790, and died in 1873, aged
nearly eighty-three. He moved with his parents to Tennessee, and thence to Kentucky. At the age of sixteen
he came with his father to J~fferson township, and assisted him in the work. of clearing his land. During the
first year Levi Purviance cleared six acres of land, and
put it in corn. In 1811 he was married to Sophia
Woods, of Wayne county, Indiana. In 1812 he volunteered and served in the army at Fort Nisbit, under the
command of Captain Silas Fleming. In 1823 he was
ordained a minister of the gospel and continued in this
work until the time of his death. All this time, except
ten years spent in Illinois, was spent in Ohio; five years
in Miami county, five in Warren, and the remainder in
Darke and Preble counties. Elder Purviance married
for his· second wife 1\lrs. Eliza Adams, of Darke county.
After her death, in 1865, he married Mrs. Elizabeth Cox,
of Covington, Miami county, Ohio. Elder Purviance
was the constant attendant of his father, and when David
died, Levi took up the mantle. About 1852 he moved
to Morristown, Illinois, and after ten years returned to
Ohio. After preaching for some time in Covington, and
Franklin, Ohio, he accepted a call to Eaton, and died
there April 9, 187 3, in his eighty-third year.
Elder Purviance published a biography of his father,
and brief sketches of nine other Christian ministers,
together with the history of the great Kc:mucky revival,
and the formation of the Christian church.
Patterson Purviance was born in Jefferson township
about the year 1828. He married Dorcas Porterfield,
whose parents were among the early settlers of this township.
Eli Purviance, the only surviving child of Patterson
Purviance, resides with his parents three miles north of
New Paris.
David Ireland was born in 1765, in the State of North
Carolina. His parents were .John and Mary Ireland.
His father was a native of Ireland, and his mother was
of Irish descent. They emigrated to Tennessee, whence
they came with their son, David, in 18o8, to Preble
county. David Ireland was born in North Carolina, and
with his father removed to Tennessee. He was a Revolutionary soldier, being only seventeen years of age when
he volunteered, and was elected captain. He was married to Miss Nancy .Mitchell, who was born in 1766, and
died in 187 5· Four daughters and five sons were born to
them, but one of whom, James, is living. He was born
in Tennessee, in 1805, and in 18o8 came to this county
with his parents, who located in section sevemeen of
Jefferson township, at which place his parents died.
David Ireland died in 1847. James Ireland married
l\iliss Ursula Purviance, daughter of Colonel John Purviance, who was born in 1807. To them were born five
children, three of whom are living: Mary Jane, widow
of Jacob P. Jones, resides with her father and mother;
Louisa, widow of Thornton P. Thomas, lives at New
Paris; and David P. Ireland resides at home. The latter
was in the war of the Rebellion, and fought in twentyfour battles. He was wounded at Chickamauga, suffer
ing injuries from which he has not fully recovered.
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----------- -----James Ireland is one of the oldest residents of the
township. He now lives on the slope of the hill overlooking New Paris from the south, whence can be obtained one of the finest views in the township.
John Harvey migrated to Ohio from T ennessee, about
the year 18o8, and settled in Jefferson township, on the
farm in sections four and five, near the old mill.
John Wasson, who came in 1810 from Kentucky, settled in section twenty-nine.
About this same time Andrew Morrison came to Preble
county, and settled in this township, on the farm now
owned by Eli Brawley.
James Fleming came from Kentucky about the year
18o8, and settled in Jefferson township. He was during
his whole life identified with every enterprise tending to
increase the welfare of the community. He was one of
the founders of the town of New Paris. His brother,
Judge Peter Fleming, who was closely identified with
every interest of Jefferson township, settled about the
same time, just beyond the confines of the township,
between Richmond and New Westville.
John Mitchell, a native of North Carolina, born in
1784, emigrated to Kentucky, and in 1810 came to Ohio
and settled in Jefferson township.
He died in 1845.
His wife, Elizabeth Bilbee, was born in 1789, and died in
187o. She was a native of New Jersey. Of their ten
children Sarah, Mary, John, Franklin, and Samuel are
living.
Sarah Mitchell was born in 1809, in Adams county,
Ohio, and the other eight were born on the old farm of
John Mitchell, where his son Samuel now lives.
John Mitchell entered eighty acres, living in a pole
shanty until their log cabin was done. John Mitchell
was a justice of the peace in Jefferson township for several years, and was for a number of terms township trustee. He was one of the oldest pioneers of Jefferson
township, and was identified with the early enterprises of
the new community.
· In 1855 Samuel Mitchell married Miss Margaret Simpson, who was born in Twin township in 1838. Her
father lives four miles north of Eaton. Of their four living children, Estella and Merrill Edgar are at home;
Flora Ellen is the wife of William Alford, of Jackson
township, and Francis Alonzo is the fourth.
Franklin Mitchell was born in Jefferson township in
I829, and in 1854 was married to Miss Cynthia Ann
Mikesell, who was born in Gasper township. They have
three children.. His farm of one hundred and twentyseven acres of land is situated in section sixteen. He
was assessor of the township fo r one term, and still holds
the office.
Lewis Mitchell was born in 1796, in Kentucky, and
died in 1857· He emigrated to Ohio in 1807, with his
parents, Elijah and Sarah Mitchell, who settled in J efferson township. His father d ied in Indiana, and his
mother in Jefferson township in 1825.
Lewis Mitchell was the father of ten children, and all
are dead.
Adam Reid was born in Rockbridge county, Virginia,
about the year q88, and settled in this township about

1810, where he died in 1840. His wife, Hannah Buchanan, was a native of Virginia. Of their five children
William B. Reid is the only survivor. He was born in
Warren county, Ohio, in 1807, and came to Preble
county with his parents, and settled on the farm now
owned by Michael Reid. Mary Ann Jones, whom he
married in 1832, was born in Maryland in 1813. Nine
of their ten children are living. He was councilman at
New Paris for one term. He owns eighty-two acres of
land.
John Curry, born in Pennsylvania in 1804, emigrated
to Preble county in 1814, and settled in Jefferson township. In 1832 he married Miss Nancy Ann Brinley, who
was born in New Jersey in 1808. Their five children are
all living- James H., Willi:~,m L., Achsah, Jane, wife of
Alexander Barr, of Jefferson township; John P., of Dixon
township; and Sylvester B. of Dayton.
Mrs. "] ohn Curry lives in section twenty-six, where her
husband died.
William L. Curry was born in 1839, in section twentysix, of Jefferson township. In 1872 he married Sarah R.
Duffield.
James Curry was born in Westmoreland county,
Pennsylvania, in q82. His wife, Martha Lindsey, born
in 1775, died in 1844. In I8JI they came to Ohio and
settled in Jefferson township, section twenty-six. He
died in 1834. They had eight children, of whom three
are living : Elizabeth, the wife of Andrew McKee, lives
in section fifteen, Jefferson township; Sarah Curry, resides in Gettys burgh, this township; Margaret, who resides in Iowa with her brother-in-law, Andrew \Volf, and
Martha; Martha, born after her sister Martha's death;
Jane and John are dead, who were born in Gettysburgh, this county, in I 848.
In I 866 Mr. Curry was· commissioned postmaster at
Gettysburgh, and remained in that office for ten years.
Mr. Curry has one hundred and thirty acres of land, located in sections twenty-five and thirty-six, of Jefferson
township.
Thomas W. Porterfield was born in Virginia in 1777,
and died in I872. His wife, Cynthia Ireland, was born
in 1791, and died in 1869. They emigrated from Tennessee to Ohio at a very early day, and entered two hundred and forty acres of land in section eight, of Jefferson township. They arrived at this place before the
woodman's axe had touched the native forest, and proceeded to build a cabin, but the Indians were so
troublesome that they went back to Tennessee, and
remained there until the close of the War of 1812,
when Mr. Porterfield returned and cleared his land.
Hugh Marshall was born in Kentucky in 1789. In
the year 1813 he emigrated to Ohio and settled on section sixteen, of Jefferson. He had married Elizabeth
Pitts in 1811, and his wife and child were his only companions during the journey. The only possessions they
could boast were a horse, a kettle and a feather bed.
The latter was used by Mrs. Marshall as a saddle, as she
rode carrying the baby and kettle. Her husband performed the journey on foot by her side. Eleven children were born to them, eight of whom are now living,
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viz.: Enoch, Hannah, Mary, John C., Isaac E., Lucretta, Rachel and Phillip. Hannah was horn in r 816
in Jefferson township, and in 1837 was married to
James Brown, jr., whose father, James Brown, sr., was
at one time a representative to the legislature from
Wayne county, Indiana, but who died four weeks after
leaving borne. To Mr. and Mrs. James Brown, jr.,
were born four children, three of whom are still living :
William A., John M. and Ella J. Mr. Brown died in
1871. His wife owns ninety-six acres of land in section
thirty, of Jefferson township.
Michael Hahn emigrated to Preble county in 1816,
and settled in section seven. He was born in 1784, in
Cincinnati, Ohio. His parents came from Germany.
He married Miss Rebecca Jordan, who was born in
1789, and died in 1871. He died in 1825. Two of
their three children are living. Alexander resides in
Darke county, and Joseph in section eight, of Jefferson township.
Joseph Hahn was born in 1812, in Cincinnati, and
came to this township with his parents in 18I6, where
he has since lived. In I833 he married Sarah Garretson, who was born in 1815, and died in 1846. She was
born in Newcastle county, Delaware. His second wife
was Rebecca A. Frist, who was born in r8r6, and died
in I854- His third wife, Mary Porterfield, was born in
Darke county in I822.
John Brinley was born in New Jersey in q82, and
was married to Miss Achsah Harvey, who was born in
q82, and died in I86s. In I8Ir they emigrated to
Ohio, and settled in Butler county, where they remained
until I8r6, when they removed with their family to
Preble county, and settled in section fourteen, of J efferson township. They had nine children, four of whom
are living in this county-William, Sylvester, Nancy and
Carry. William, who lives on the homestead farm of four
hundred acres of land, was born in New Jersey in 18o6,
and came with his parents to Butler county in I 812, and
to Jefferson township in r8I6. His wife, Sarah Stockton, was born in Jefferson township in 1818, and to them
were born eight children, six of whom are livmg in this
township.
Their son, Sylvester B., born in Butler county in r8r6,
was married in 1839, to Lorinda Purviance, who was
born in 1815, and died in 1847. In 1849 he married
Miss Nancy Reid, who was born in Kentucky in I832.
Two of their five children are living. Mr. Brinley owns
three hundred and seventy-five acres of land in section
eleven, where he resides.
In 1858, and during the civil war, he was engaged in
the grain and stock trade, and kept a general store.
In 1855 he gave the ground on which Brinley's station
now 1~.
A. P. Johnson was born in Butler county in 1816, and
in r8q came to Jefferson township with his parents,
Moses and Mary Johnson, who settled about a mile and
a quarter north of New Paris. In 1831 A. P. Johnson commenced to learn the tailoring trade. In 1842 he married
Sarah J. Dav1s, daughter of Lewis Davis, of New Paris.
She died in 1843. One daughter, by this marriage, is

-- - - - - --- - - - - -- -- dead. In 184 7 he married Anna M. Payne, of Warren
county, by whom he had three children, of whom two are
living. She died in 1863.
James Norris was born in Maryland in q8r, afterwards moved to Pennsylvania, where he emigrated in
r8I6 to Ohio, settling in section thirty-five of Jefferson
township, where he resided until his death, in 1854. His
wife, Barbara Weist, was born in Pennsylvania in q82,
and was the mother of twelve children, of whom only
four are living-John, Abram, Elizabeth, wife of John
Tweedy, who lives in Iowa; Hannah, the mother of Nathaniel Baker, and John McD. Norris, who still lives on
the old place.
John McD. Norris was born in I81o, in Warren
county, Ohio. In 1857 he married Loui!a J. Thompson, who was born in Connecticut in 1836, and died in
I874· To them were born eight children, of whom six
are living. The father of Mr. Norris came to Jefferson
township when John was a small boy. Though small at
the time, he remembers that when the family first came
his father built a hut of pole5, which served as a shelter
for about four weeks. The night they moved into their
new log cabin a foot of snow fell.
Gideon Garretson was born in Newcastle county, Delaware, in I7?6, and in 1818 emigrated to Ohio, and settled in section eighteen, Jefferson township. His wife
was Margaret l\loore, who was born in q8s, and died in
1823.
They had seven children-Elizabeth, wife of
John Duffy, living in Wayne county, Indiana; Henry,
residing in Jefferson township; Mary Ann, dead; Sarah,
wife of Joseph Hahn, of Jefferson township; Gideon and
Joel are dead; James, living in Huntington county, Indiana.
Henry Garretson, born in Delaware in I 8og, came
with his parents to Jefferson township in I8r8. In 1835
he married Miss Rebecca, daughter of Alexander and
Elizabeth Penland. She was born in this township in
I8rs. To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Garretson six children
were born, three of whom are living, all in the township.
Mrs. Garretson's parents located in section twenty in
I8ro, coming from North Carolina. Mr. Penland died
in r 82o, at the age of thirty-six, and his wife died in
1868, aged eighty-three years.
Mr. Garretson owns two hundred and two acres ofland
in section seven.
William H. Garretson was born in 1846, in Jefferson
township. His grandfather emigrated from the State of
Delaware in r8r8, and settled in Jefferson. William H.
Garretson was married, in 1867, to Miss Annie E. Morrison, who was born in Jefferson township, in 1848.
Her father was an early settler of the tow11ship, coming
from North Carolina in 1816. Her mother came from
Virginia in 182 S·
To Mr. and Mrs. Garretson have been born four children, of whom but one is living, Emma May, born in
1876. Mr. Garretson is living on his father's farm, in
section seven.
William Stockton was born in I 790, near Trenton,
New Jersey, and in r8o4 came to Ohio, stopping for a
short time in Hamilton county, thence going to Butler
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county, near Middletown, and in 1818 emigrated to
Elizabeth Marzy, who was born in 1833, and died in
Preble county and settled in section eleven, of Jefferson
1876. By his second wife, Nancy C. Hernan, he had
township, where his son, William, now lives. Mrs. Willthree children. Four children were born to his first
iam Stockton is in her eighty-sixth year, and is living
wife. The farm on which he now resides consists of
with her son. Her husband died in 1867.
sixty-three acres in section twenty-one.
William J. Stockton was born in Butler county in
John Swerer was born in New Jersey in 18o6, and emr8q, and in 1818 came with his parents to this township.
igrated with his parents, Peter and Agnes Swercr, about
In 185o he married Miss Martha J. Adams, who was
1820. Mr. Swerer settled in Jefferson township. For
born in Preble county in 1833, and to them have been
several years he was a justice of the peace. His wife
born five children, all of whom arc living.
whom he married in 1828, was born in 18II, on the
Daniel Stockton was born in Butler county in 1815.
farm on which her father first settled and where her
In 1836 he married Elizabeth Bowman, who was born in
brother,pa)lluel now resides. To them eight children have
Maryland in 1807, and died in 1874. To them were
been born, four of them living: Lewis, Warren, Agnes,
born three children, and all are living. Mr. Stockton
and Sarah, all in New Paris, except Sarah, who lives in
owns ninety acres of land in Jefferson township.
Miami City, Montgomery county, Ohio.
Andrew Scott was born in 1819, in Ireland, county of
Jacob Kimmel was born in Pennsylvania in 1805,
Londonderry, and when only two years of age emigrated
from which State he came to Ohio, and in 1826 settled in
with his parents to Rockbridge county, Virginia. Robert
Jefferson township. He died in 1854 in Monroe township
and Jane Scott, his parents, emigrated to Preble county
In 1826 he married Julia A. Gephart, who was born in
in 1829, and settled in section nineteen, of Jefferson
1808, and who died in 1847. Seven children were born
township. In 1836 they bought the farm where Andrew
to them, four of whom still survive, viz: George, Jacob,
Scott now lives, in section twenty·eight. Andrew Scott
Peter and William. Mr. Kimmel owned eighty acres
married Jane McClure, whose parents were early settlers
in Jefferson township. He was a carpenter by trade.
of Darke county. She was born in 1822. They have
His son, George, was born in 1827, and in 1849 marhad no children by this marriage. Mr. Scott owns one
ried Letitia Harshman, born in 183o.
They have
hundred and ninety·six acres of well improved land.
seven children. He owns three hundred and fortySamuel King was born in Warren county, Ohio, in
five acres of land, part of which is in Monroe and part
18o8. His father, John King, died when he was only
in Jefferson township.
three years old. His mother's name was Catharine
John M. Kimmel was born in the year 185o, in WashEverman. In 1818, in company with his mother, and
ington township, Preble county. In 1876 he married
his brothers and sisters, he arrived in this county and 1· Seraphine Ritnour, who was born in Darke county, in
settled in the Fudge neighborhood, in Monroe township,
the year 185.~· They have one child. Mr. Kimmel
Preble county, and built a cabin in the midst of the ,. commenced business in Eldorado in the year 1879,
wilderness, where no dearing had been made. By his
keeping a clothing and gents' furnishing store.
In
wife, Mary Norman, the widow of John Norman, he has
the first twelve months he did a business of ten thouhad four children, two of whom, Ann and Samuel, reside
sand dollars. His house is the only one of the kind in
in section thirty-four, Jefferson township.
the township.
Peter Bilbee was born in Adams county, Ohio, in
James Harvey Young, who was born in Augusta coun1803, and in 182o, with his parents, Peter and Isabella
ty, Virginia, emigrated to Ohio in 1831, and settled in
Bilbee, settled on the land in section twenty-three, Jeffersection twenty-two, Jefferson township, where he resided
son township, where Peter Bilbee, jr., now lives. His
until his death, which occured in 1852. Mary Brown, his
mother was born in Ireland, and his father in New Jerwife was born in 1802, and died in 1870. They had four
sey. They were the parents of seven children, of whom
children, of whom Margaret J. and Caroline R live in New
Jane lives in Indiana, and Peter and Esther, who have
Paris, Mary is dead, and Cyrus N. resides on the home
never been married, reside on the home place of seventyplace. He was born in 1838, and in 1874 married Mary
three acres. When Peter, jr., was twenty, while in the
McMahon, who was born in Monroe townshpi in 1855.
employ of John Mitchell, he split over nine hundred
Tothem have been born two children, both ofwhom are
and ninety rails in one day, and from that day to this has
at home.
been challenging any one to beat that day's work. It
In Augusta county, Virginia, in 1794 John McFadden
has not yet been done.
was born, and in 1834 he emigrated to Ohio and settled
John King, father of Samuel, jr., was born in Warren
in section twenty-four, Jefferson township. His wife,
county, Ohio, in 18o6, and in 1818 settled in Monroe
Elizabeth Wehrly, whom he married in 1819, was born
township, Preble county. His wife, Elizabeth Miller,
in 1797, in Augusta county, Virginia. Of their ninechilwho was born in 1814, and died in 1874, was the mother
dren five are living: Sarah in J::'lebraska, Margaret, Tracy,
of six children, Sam\,\Cl being the only one living in
and Susan in Indiana, Catharine, wife of R. G. D. MePreble county. When they settled on their place, in secKemy of Eaton, and George, who resides on the home
tion twenty-one, Jefferson township, they found an old
place, and was born in 1837. In 1863 he married Mrs.
log cabin, in which they commenced house-keeping, and
Rabecca Jane Pence, by whom he had two children.
immediately proceeded to clear their land. Samuel
His first wife died in 1874, and in 1876 he married Mrs.
King, jr., was born :n 1831, and, in 1852, married Miss
Mary E. Detrow, widow of John Detrow. Two children
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- - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - -- -- --- - -- blessed this union. He farms about sixty-two acres of
Andrew McKee was born in 1802, and in I834 married Miss Elizabeth Curry, who was born in Pennsylvania
land.
in I8o7. In 1822 he emigrated to this county with his
James Woofter was born in Virginia in 1796, and at
parents. He died in I87o. Four children, all living,
the age of nineteen emigrated to Ohio and settled in
have been born to them. Mrs. McKee owns one hunDarke county, which was at that time comparatively undred and thirty-seven acres of land located in section fifsettled, and he was compelled to undergo all the hardteen.
ships of a pioneer's life. He came to Preble county
Tohn Harshman, born in Rockingham county, Virginfrom Butler county in the year 1827. His wife, Sarah
ia, in 1792, came to jefferson township and settled in
Sullivan, was born in New Jersey in 1798. Three chilsection twenty-six, about the year 1822. He resided
dren were born to them, only one of whom, Daniel I:., is
here until his death, which occured in 1850. He served
now living. The latter was born in Wayne county, Indiin the War of I8I2 six months. His wife, Susan (Pense),
ana in 182o. In 1839 he married Hannah Harper, born
in Hamilton county, Ohio, in 1821. Ten children were
born in Virginia in 1795, died in Jefferson in I864. They
born to them, seven of whom sun·ive. Thomas P.
had a family of five children, three of whom are living,
Woofter, their son, enlisted in 1862 in the Nineteenth Inviz : Franklin and William in Lee county, Iowa, and
Daniel W., in this township. Daniel W. Harshrt~an,
diana battery. He died, soon after the battle of Perryville, from the effects of exposure. Mr. Daniel Woofter county commissioner, was born in Jefferson township in
was a captain during the hundred day's service in the
I826; was married in I85 I to Mary Jane Curry, who
One hundred and fifty-sixth regiment of the Ohio volundied in 1876 at the age of forty-seven. His present
wife was Harriet Ann Mitchell, whom he married in
teer infantry. He was discharged in the fall of 1864.
He is the proprietor of the Sugar Valley mills, which
1878. She was born in 1829. He had by his first wife
seven children, six livmg. He was elected county comwere built in 1833 by his father, James Woofter. Charles
Lincoln Woofter graduated at a Columbus school.
missioner in 1877; was a member of the township board
James Graham, the great hunter, who was considered
of education ten year's, and of the agricultural board
four years. He was captain of militia in 1863, and
the best shot in the township, came from Augusta county, Virginia, about the year 1822, and settled a short disafterwards elected lieutenant colonel of militia, and was
out in the one hundred days' service.
tance east of New Paris.
Thomas Miller emigrated from Ireland in the year
Darius Jacqua was born near Kinderhook, New York,
1824, and settled on a farm in the very center of the
October 15, 1787. In I8o6 he m•>ved with his parents
to Bradford county, Pennsylvania, where he was married
township. He died not many years ago. He has two
March 25, I8I3. In 18I5 he removed to Potter county,
sons and one daughter living in this county: Robert, in
Pennsylvania, and in I 817 removed to Ohio and settled
Eaton, Mrs. Mary Graham, in New Paris, and Joseph, a
on Duck creek, now within the corporate limits of Cinshort distance east of New Paris.
cinnati. In the spring of 1824 he removed near his
Arthur Duffield, born in Pennsylvania in 1810, emifarm in Preble county, and as a pioneer cleared the
grated to Ohio in 1838, and settled in Gettysburgh, J efnative forest and erected a log cabin, into which he referson township. For eighteen years he was engaged in
moved in the following fall. He suffered all the hardthe general store business, and in 1856 he purchased a
farm of the Curry estate in section thirty-five, just west
ships of pioneer life. In 1833 he lost his wife, leaving
him with a family of nine children, the eldest of whom
of Gettysburgh. He is now the owner of five hundred
was but seventeen years of age. In the same year he
and eighty acres of rich land. His wife, Jane Harshunited with the Christian church. In I866 he had a
man, was born about the year 1820, and died in 1843.
stroke of palsy which almost entirely deprived him of the
One child was the result of this union. He married
Barbara Pence for his second wife, and by her had six
use of his limbs. He died March 2 5, I 871. His son,
Reuben, is still a resident of Jefferson township, and is
children, two of whom are dead.
one of the most substantial citizens.
John McKee, born in Pennsylvania in 1778, emigrated
to Preble county, Ohio in 1822, and settled in section
Samuel Smith, who was born in Lancaster county,
fourteen of Jefferson township, where he continued to
Pennsylvania, in I8o2, emigrated to Ohio in I838, and
settled in section twenty, of Jefferson township. For
reside until his death, which occurred in 1846. His wife,
Margaret Curry, was born in Pennsylvania in 17 75, and
thirty-three years he was engaged in the milling business.
died in 1829. She was the mother of eight children, of In 1840 he bought the mill at New Paris, formerly owned
by Peter Fleming. He was also engaged in the stone
whom are still living James, William, Josiah, and Marand lime business, and always attended to the interests
garet, widow of Joseph Bilbee.
of his farm of one hundred and eighty-three acres, which
Wilham McKee was born in Westmoreland county,
he owned at the time of his death. His wife, Mary
Pennsylvania, in 18Io, and came to Ohio in 1822 with
Jones, was born in 18I2, and died in 186o. To them
his parents. He married Nancy Jane Curry in 1855.
were born ten children, seven sons and three daughters.
She was born in I83o. Her parents, John and CathaOf these six are living, one in Philadelphia and five in
rine Curry, settled in this county in 1814, and are both
dead. Mr. McKee is the father of ten children, of Jefferson township.
whom seven are living. He owns eighty acres of land
Thomas ]. Smith, born in May, I84I, married Miss
Millie
McPherson in 1863. Mrs. Smith was born in
situated in section twenty four.
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- - - - - - - - ---I843· To them four children have been born. Mr.
Smith is engaged in the stone and lime business, and
has the largest business in the township. In I 870 he
bought the north quarry, and in I 873 the one south of
New Paris. Having no time to attend to agriculture,
he owns but twenty-two acres of land.
William C. Smith was born 'in New Paris in I845· In
I868 he married Sarah E. Rudy, who was born in I841.
To them have been born five children, two of whom are
living. In I87o Mr. Smith engaged in the lime business, and after nine years sold out to James Smith, his
brother. He and James have rebuilt and are running
the old mill north of New Paris, built by Silas and Peter
Fleming.
James S. Smith was born in I843, at New Paris, and
in !866 married Miss Amanda J. Wieland, born in
I 848. Four of their five children are living. In 187o
he engaged in the lime business with his brother
Thomas, and is also in the milJing business with his
brother William.
John Smith was born in 1850, on the old farm where
he now lives. In I874 he married Miss Isabella A. Porterfield, who was born in I855· Their three children,
Mary Eliza, John Wesley, and Anna Laura, are living.
l\lr. Smith's farm, of one hundred and three acres of
well cultivated land, is situated in section twenty-one,
quarter of a mile east of New Paris. Mrs. Smith's parents, Leander and Sarah Porterfield, reside in New Paris.
Saul Thomas was born in Greene county, Pennsylvania, in I 789. From this State he emigrated to Virginia, and afterwards moved west, settling near New
Madison, in I8J7. From that period until his death he has
lived in western Ohio, a period of sixty-three years.. The
most of that time was spent in or near New Paris, where
he died in IH8o. For scventx years he was an active
business man, and in every department of his work
proved himself a man of sterling character. He was a
veteran of the War of I 8 I 2, and lived under every administration of the Government from Washington to
Hayes. "He has lived in the grandest period of history, and has witnessed triumphs of science, art and
industry,' that challenge, for their description, the most
graphic pen." At the time of his death Mr. Thomas
left a wife by a second marriage. During his life he
was, for forty years, a member of the Masonic fraternity,
by which order he was buried in June, I88o.
Edmund Kincaid was born in I8I8, in Gasper township, Preble county. His parents, John and Mary Kincaid, emigrated from Rockbridge county, Virginia, to
Kentucky, and in I809 came to Gasper township, Preble
county. His wife, Janet Young, was born in Butler
county, in 1826. Their two children are living on the
home place with their mother, Mrs. Janet K incaid. Her
husband died on the farm which he owned in section
twenty-seven, Jefferson township. Mrs. Kincaid's father,
David Young, was a native of Pennsylvania, and her
mother, Ann, was born in Hamilton county. Both are
dead.
James Paul was born in Ireland in I784, and emigrated to the United States, and settled in Adams
~

county, in r8r r, where he lived until his death, which
occurred in I 836. His wife, Sarah Brown, was born in
Pennsylvania in 1786, and died in I822. They had
fvur children-Jane, Mary, Nancy and James.
James, the father of James H. Paul, was born in
Adams county, Ohio, in I8I5, and came to Preble
county in I836. He married Susan Jane Campbel~
who was born in I8q, and died in I88o.
Nancy, the daughter of James Paul, sr., was born in
18I3, and came to this county from Adams county in
I835· She married Osborn Morrison in I835, and to
them three children have been born, one of whom, Alice
F., wife of Perry C. Dowlar, is living near New Madi.oon,
Darke county, Ohio. Mr. Morrison was born in 181o,
and died in 1871. His parents, Andrew and Martha
Mitchell Morrison, emigrated from Kentucky about the
year I 8o8, and settled in section nine of Jefferson township.
James H . Paul was born in Jefferson township in 1842.
In I861 he married Miss Margaret Jane Brinley, who
was born in I843· Five of their six children are living,
and at home. His tarm consists of one hundred and
eighty-three acres of land in section two. His parents
were James Paul and Susan Jane, whose maiden name
was CampbelJ. Mrs. Paul was born in Jefferson township
in 1817, and died June 1, I88o. The old people had
five children, two of whom are living-James H., and
Catharine A., wife of Henry Miller, of New Paris.
Dr. Albert Hawley was born in Warren county, Ohio,
in I822. In the winter of 1845-6 he .attended lectures
at the Ohio Medical college in Cincinnati. In I846,
having graduated with honor, he commenced the practice of medicine at Gettysburgh, Jefferson township, at
which place he has since lived and has been practicing
his profession. His first wife was Martha Porterfield, of
Jefferson township. His second wife, Elizabeth M. Watt,
became the mother of his five children, all of whom are
living.
John Adams was born in 1795, and his wife, Adaline
Bowman, was born in 1 8o 1. They emigrated to Preble
county at an early day, and settled in Washington township near Eaton. They died in section one, Jefferson
township, on the farm now owned by Josiah Clawson.
Israel B. Adams was born in I828, near Westville,
Preble county. In 1854 he married Nancy C. Smith,
who was born in section one of Jefferson township in
1831. Two of their three children are living, both at
home. Mr. Adams owns eighty acres of land in section
one.
Dural Swain, who owns one hundred and sixty acres of
)and in the southwest corr:er of section twenty-two, is the
son of Jacob Swain, late of Jackson township, and was
born in Pennsylvania in x8Io, settling with his father in
Jackson, and afterwards removing to his present residence. In I834 he was married to Jane Kennedy, by
whom he had four children, three, of whom are living.
Mrs. Swain was born at Springborough, Ohio, in I 812,
and is still living.
William Swisher came to Ohio from Pennsylvania
about 18o5, and settled about half a mile east of Win-
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chester. He had eight children born to him, three of
whom are still living, viz.: Jesse Swisher, living in Darke
county, and Polly (Neff) and Annie (Myers) in Indiana.
Robert Swisher, a son of the above, was born in I8o5,
and in 1826 he married Annie Sayler, born in I8o7. He
had five children born him by his first wife, all of whom
are living, viz.: Martin, in Eaton; Mary Ann (Marshall),
in Kansas; William, in Dixon township; Elizabeth (Tay•lor) in Jackson township; and Annie (1\Iorlatt), in Indi·
ana. In 1839 his first wife died, and in the same year
he married Maria Wilson. Four children were born to
them, three of whom survive, viz.: Sarah (Gard), in
Dixon township; Caroline (B~adlev) in Missouri; and
Nancy (Paddack) in Indiana. At the time of his death
in 1840 he owned five hundred and ten acres. Martin
Swisher was born in 1827. In I852 he married Jane,
daughter of Jehu Rhea, born in I828. He has had
seven children born to him, one of whom is deceased.
He is the owner of about four hundred acres, part of
which lies in Dixon township, and part in Wayne county,
Indiana. He was justice of the peace for five years
while living in Dixon township. He moved to Eaton in
1879, where he now resides.
George Crubaugh, born in Pennsylvania in I 8o8, emigrated with his parents to Butler county, Ohio, and in
1840 he came to Preble county, and settled in Jefferson
township, in section twenty-four. His wife, Almira Blackford, whom he married in 1832, was born in 1811. Six
children were born to them. His present wife, Elizabeth
Wade, was born in I82o. She has borne him eight children. He owns one hundred and sixty acres of well
cultivated land.
David A. Wehrly was born in Monroe township, Preble
county in I824- His wife, Christina B. Reinhold, was
born in Europe. Her father, Christian Reinhold, died
when she was three years old. Her mother died in
1878. She came to this country, in 1838, and settled in
Monroe township, near where Samuel Wehrly live.>. To
Mr. and Mrs. David Wehrly have been born six children,
five of whom are living. David Wehrly died in 1878.
Peter Mikesell was born in the State of Maryland, in
1782, and, about 18oo, emigrated with his parents to
Virginia. His wife, Mary Aldrige, was born in I 779·
They were married in 1807. Two of their eight children are dead. In 1817, they emigrated from Viriginia
to Ohio, and located in Gratis township, Preble county.
In 1827, he moved to Gasper township, near the Potterf mills, on Seven Mile Creek, and there remained
until his death. In I8II, David, the son of Peter and
Mary Mikesell, was born in Virginia, and after his removal to Ohio, married for his first wife, Sarah Barnhart,
who was born in 1818, and died in I855· Ten of the
twelve children, born by this marriage, are living.
Isaac McDonald was born near Springboro, Warren
county, Ohio, in I8o8, and settled in Jefferson t?wnship in 1842, in section twenty-seven, where he owns
ninety five acres of land. He has been married three
times. His first wife, Miss Barbara Hopple, was the
mother of two children, and died in 1845. His second
wife, who died in I 87 I, was Polly Marshall, by whom he

had two children. His present wife is Deborah Warner,
by whom he has had one child, since dead.
Guy Bloom, born in Bradford county, Pennsylvania,
in 18I6, emigrated to Ohio in 1844, and settled in
section thirty-four of Jefferson township, Preble county.
His wife, Harriet Frances Jamison, was born in 1826.
To Mr. and Mrs. Bloom have been born ten children,
six of whom are living, and all in Jefferson township. Mr.
Bloom is the owner of two hundred and sixty acres of land
under a hi~h state of cultivation, and his farm is one of
the neatest in the township. Joseph and Rebecca Bloom
were the parents of Guy. They were natives of Pennsylvania, and settled in Darke county, Ohio, in 1827,
where they died.
Samuel S. Richie was born in Jefferson county, Ohio,
in I8J4. He is the son of Robert and Sarah Richie.
His father was born in Philadelphia in 1789, and his
mother, Sarah Steer, was born in Virginia in 1787. Both
died in Philadelphia. In 18o5, Robert Richie emigrated
to Jefferson county, Ohio. They had six children, of
whom Samuel S. Ritchie was the only one who settled
in Jefferson township. In 1858, he settled in section
seventeen. He can trace his ancestral line on his father's
side to Ireland, and his maternal ancestors were from
Wales.
His wife, AnnaS. Shoemaker, was born in 1814, in
Pennsylvania. Their nine children are all living. Elizabeth, wife of R. F. White, of New Paris; Sarah M. resides in Burlington, New Jersey; Margaret W., wife of M.
J. Barger, of Vermillion county, Illinois; Anna, wife of
Nathan Coffin, of Texas; Robert, who married Anna Bell
Lind, and lives in section seventeen; Grace and Charles
reside at home; and Janet, wife of J. E. Mendenhall,
who lives in Arkansas.
Mr. Richie owns five hundred and twenty acres of
land under a good state of cultivation.
John Coblentz was born in Maryland in the year 1825,
and in 1829 came to Ohio. He married Mary Jane Robertson in 1847, who was born in Preble county in 1831.
They moved to Jefferson township from Darke county in
the year 1869. Five children have been born them, four
of whom are now living. Mr. Coblentz owns a farm of
one hundred and three acres, located in section four and
five of this township.
Benjamin Denmire was born in Butler county, Ohio,
in the year 1824. In 1849 he married Eliza A., daughter of Frederick K. and Sally Smith, who emigrated to
America from Germany at an early age. Six children
were born them, five of whom ate now living in Jefferson
township, one of the six being deceased. Mr. Denmire
owns one hundred and thirty-five acres of land located in
section eleven. He has for several years held the position of supervisor, and also that of school director.
Mary, daughter of Henry and Sarah McGill, was born
in 18og. In the year 1825 she came with her parents to
Ohio from Virginia and settled in Jefferson township.
In 1854 she married Samuel Kirkpatrick, who was born
in Virginia in 18oo, and came to Ohio when a young
man. No children were born by this marriage. They
took a child to raise-Margaret E. Reed, who aftern·ards
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married Nelson W. Hunt, and is now living in Hillsborough, Indiana.
Hannah Brown was born in Jefferson township in
I 8 I 6, and in I 83 7 was married to James, the son of
James and Margaret (Smith) Brown. 1\fr. Brown, sr.,
represented Wayne county in the Indiana legislature in
1814, but died soon after his election.
James Brown, jr., was born in I8I4,and died in 1871.
To Mr. and Mrs. Brown have been born four children,
of whom William, John M., and Ella J. are living. Mrs.
Brown owns ninety-six acres of land in section thirty, of
Jefferson township, where she resides.
Clinton Brown enlisted the first day of April, I 8(4, in
company F, Ohio volunteer infantry, and served until
September, I864, on account of the loss of his left arm
while transferring prisoners across the Ohio river at Cincinnati. James M. and Susan Pitman were the parents
of Mrs. Clinton Brown.
David Sherer, second son of Jesse Sherer, of Washington township, was born in 1838. In I86I he married
Miss Anna Thompson, who was born in 1842, in the
State of Indiana. To them have been born six children,
four of whom are living. Mr. Sherer resides in section
twenty-seven, of Jefferson township, on one hundred and
seventy-four acres of well improved land. Dennis Thompson and Elmira Grimes were the parents of Miss Sherer.
Isaac Allen Tyler was born in Geauga county, Ohio, in
1832. He was married in I859 to Catharine Hetzler,
who was born in I 830. In the same year he moved to
Butler county, and, after a stay of four months, he moved
again, and settled in section eight of Jefferson township.
At the time of his entry he bought land and has lived on
it ever since. His wi(e died in 1877, leaving two children-Samuel C. and John W. In 1879 he married Lavina Jane Downing, born in Darke county, in I 843. Her
mother belonged to the Morrison family, who were
among the earliest settlers of Jefferson township, where
they settled in I8o6, coming from Kentucky. They were
originally from Tennessee. Mr. Tyler owns a finely improved farm in this township, and is one of the most
prosperous farmers in the county.
Mitchell and Lydia Murray came from Delaware about
the year I825, and settled at Eaton. They have had
thirteen children, of whom Joseph is the eldest. He
was born in I83I, and in r86o married Margaret L.
Wisenbaugh, daughter of Jacob and Mary Ann Wisenbaugh, who came from Montgomery county to Preble
about forty-five years ago. To Mr. and Mrs. Murray
have five children been born, four of whom are living-Elmer, Mary, Alfred, and Fanny. Their son Charles
Horner is dead. Mr. and Mrs. Murray lived in Eldorado after their marriage until about fourteen years ago,
when 'they removed to their present residence in section
thirty-one of Jefferson township, where Mr. Murray owns
over one hundred acres of land.
Frederick Ferris, born in Vermont, emigrated to
Franklin county, Indiana, in I8 II, and died there in
1843· His wife, Susan Nichols, was a native of Connecticut. She died in I 831. Both died in Franklin county.
Mr. Ferris served in the War of I812, under Major

Hackleman. They had eleven children, of whom Susan,
William, John, Caroline, James, Mary, and Isaiah are
dead; Ann, the widow of Michael Snell, is living in
southeastern Indiana; Catharine is the wife of James M.
Clements, of Newcastle, Indiana; Dr. Samuel Ferris is
engaged in the practice of medicine in Newcastle, Indiana.
Dr. Allison B. Ferris was born May 30, I824, in
Franklin county, Indiana. He received a good education at the Franklin County seminary, at Brookville, In·
diana. In I842 he commenced the study of medicine
under Dr. Casterline, of Liberty, Indiana, and continued
with him for four years. March 6, r8so, he graduated
at the Cleveland Medical college. After his graduation
he attended lectures in the winter of r8so-s 1 at the Ohio
Medical college at Cincinnati. He practiced for a short
time at New Westville, and commenced the practice of
medicine in New Paris February 13, 1852, where he has
resided ever since. He was married June 27, 1852, to
Elizabeth E. Frazer, who died October I 3th of the same
year. In June, 1854, he married Elizabeth M. Banta,
daughter of Solomon Banta, of Eaton. She died September I r, I876. Their son, Charles E. Ferris, was born
April IS, I855, and married Belle Little, daughter of Josiah and Rebecca Little, of Richmond, Indiana, where
the young couple reside. They have three children.
May 27, 1878, Dr. Ferris was married to Miss Jennie D.
McClure, daughter of Dr. Samuel McClure, of Winchester, Indiana.
W. A. McWhinney, son of the late Thomas J. McWhinney, of Jackson township, was born in I8J8. In
I862 he married Margaret Cail, who died in 1876, leaving one child, Nancy R. In I878 he was married to
Mary Wisenbaugh, who was born in 1842.
Mr. McWhinney started in the dry goods business at
New Paris in 1874.
Josiah F. Clawson was born in Dixon township in
I8JI. His parents, John and Mary Clawson, emigrated
to Ohio at a very early day, and lived in Dixon township.
In 1855 Josiah married Rachel Mettert, who was born in
1838. Their three children are living.
Mr. Clawson owns seventy acres of land in section
one, of Jefferson township, where he resides. Mr. Clawson's parents, Frederick and Catharine Mottert, emigrated to Ohio at a very early day.
ITEMS.

The first wheat raised in Jefferson township is said to
have been sown by old man Ireland.
It is probable that the s1x acres of corn planted by
Levi Purviance, in the spring of I 8o6, was the first raised
in Jefferson.
The grandfather of James and the father of 'David
Ireland, is thought to have been th::: first person who
died in the township. He is buried on the farm of the
-Purviances.
In the War of 18I2 Jefferson township furnished her
full quota. The Indians returning to their old camp
ground, drove off many of the settlers, and by making
I raids on the little farms that were left unprotected, by

· Samuel Smith, whose many charities will long be remembered by the poor families of JeffersQn township,
was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, July 28, r8o2.
Naturally of a mechanical turn of mind, his early life
was spent in the shops and factories in the neighborhood His father, Joseph Smith, whose family consisted of six children, Ann, Hughes, Hannah Hood,
Elizabeth Rieley, Easter, John and Samuel, died in
182~. After the death of his father, Samuel, always attentive to the wants of his mother, shared with her his
earnings, until her death in I8JI.
The man who takes care of his parents will prosper,
was a favorite adage which in later years he often repeated to his neighbors. In 1827 he was married to
Nancy Bunting, of Lancaster county. This union was
terminated by the death of the wife in June, 1828.
The offspring of this union, one child, died in infancy.
He was married to Mary Jones, of Chester county, in
1833· They had ten children-Joseph C., born December 5, I8.-u; Anna E., born March ro, I8JSi Jacob J.,
born August 2o, 1837; Nathan J., born June 20, r839;
Thomas J., born May 31, 1841; James S., born July
31, 1843; William C., born January 28, 1845; Phebe
E., born November 29, 1846; John, born December 15,
1850; Mary E., deceased.
Of these ten, four are dead. Anna E., died April ro,
1875; Jacob J., died m the army October 25, 1862;
Nathan J., died in the spring of 1864.
Three of the sons were in the army. Joseph C. was
a member of the Fifth Ohio cavalry; Jacob J. and
James S. volunteered in the Nineteenth Indiana battery.
Samuel Smith resigned his position as superintendent
of the cotton mills on the Brandywine, and emigrated to
Ohio in 1838. He purchased the farm of one hundred
and three acres now known as the Smith homestead,
near New Paris. About 1844 he engaged in milling,
and personally attended to the business until shortly before his death, when his sons, James and William,
assumed control. He was engaged in the dry goods busi-

ness a few years, but the bulk of hisestatewas accumulated from the productions of the farm and mill. He
was a man of uncommonly good business sense, his
great and only fault being inability to deny the requests
of his friends, who frequently involved him in heavy
losses. His disposition seemed at times to be passionate, abusive and selfish, but the many charities to which
his books and his neighbors testify, prove him to have
been a kind·hearted and benevolent man. No poor
man ever asked for a sack of flour and went away without it. He was known among the poor families in the
community as a present helper in time of need. Mr.
Smith always attended personally to his business and
followed a favorite maxim, "Never do business on a
slate."
In politics he was an old school Democrat, and frequently boasted of having voted for Jackson three
times. In his family he was always exacting, but liberal
He was a natural mechanic, able to do anything to
which he turned his hand In this particular, he was
somewhat like his illustrious cousin, Robert Fulton, the
inventor of steam navigation. Fulton, when a youth,
was a frequent visitor at his uncle Smith's residence in
Pennsylvania, and his boyish pranks are now family tradition.
Early in 1879 Mr. Smith became affected with slow
paralysis, which caused his death on the twenty-second
of September of the same year. He met death as he
met every crisis in business, calmly and philosophically.
To do right had been his religion, and there was not a
twinge of conscience to disturb the peace of his dying
day. He is remembered as an honest, straightforward,
outspoken and benevolent man.
The mill is now conducted by James and William,
who have inherited much of their father's business tact,
and "are held in high esteem by the community as upright, honest men." The whole family revere their
father's memory, which will live ac; long as gratitude
holds a place in the human heart.
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- - - -- - - - -- - - The Coblentz ·saw-mill is located nearly three· miles up
the creek.
There is a saw-mill at New Paris which is run by
Joshua \lackey.
There is a saw-mill not far from the Woofter mill
owned by Thompson Fleming.

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - -- - -stealing horses and driving off cattle, made it very dangerous for those who remained in the township and stood
their ground.
During the late civil war the soldiers of J effcrson
township were forthcoming and the provost marshal very
seldom had the chance to "draw a bead" on a scared
renegade who hailed from Jefferson.

-.-Ew PARIS.

EARLY SCHOOLS.

June ro, 1838, it was recorded that there he ten school
districts in the township of Jefferson. The school system throughout the township is very effective, and the
people have always had great respect for education, and
from the first have availed themselves of all pri\·ileges of
this kind.
The firc;t school-house in Jefferson township was situated on the farm owned by Patrick ~IcGrew, a short distance south of where the barn now stands. It was a
pioneer log school-house of the most approved pattern
of the rude architecture of the early days. It had a
puncheon floor, and puncheons around three sides of
the room, whir.h were used as writing desks. There was
a fire-place seven feet wide, in one end of the room, and
in cold weather a sea of flame rolled out of the mud
chimney that was plastered to the outside wall. Even in
warm weather a smoldering fire was kept up, so that the
copy books might be easily dried.
John P. Ireland was probably the first teacher. He
was followed by Clements Ferguson, then a young medical student, who afterwards became the leading physician
of the community.
There was a school-house near Cedar Springs, at a
very early day, and it was a notable fact that all who attended that school and drank of the neighboring springs,
had good health.
Thomas Burnan'taught one of the earliest schools on
the place north of Paris, owned by Oliver Mitchell.
EARLY MILLS.

The milling power afforded by Whitewater was utilized
at a very early day. About 18 I 4, John Ireland erected
the first grist-mill in the township on the creek below
Paris, not far from the present quarry. There was a stillhouse in connection with it at one time.
The New Paris mill, now owned by the Smiths, was built
as early as 1825, by Silas and Peter Fleming.
Prior to 1835, Jame~ Woofter built a grist-mill about a
mile north of New Paris. The mill is now opemted by
Captain D. F. Woofter. The mill is known as the Sugar
Valley mill.
About I84o, Fletcher Doloff started a mill two miles
north of Paris. There was a still-house connected with it.
Two or three hundred yards from the Doloff mill, more
than fifty years a15o, a "corn cracker" was put up by
Robert McGrew. This afterwards became a regular gristmill Distilling was also carried on there.
There was a woollen mill just west of New Paris in very
early times, which was run by the Barber brothers at the
time that it was destroyed about the year I 845.
Robert Snodgrass had a tanyard just above this mill
at a very early day.
34

1

This is, besides Eaton, the second largest town in the
county, and is the !oral center of the business of Jefferson township. Smrounded by a productive and thickly
settled country, it has become the scat of considerable
local tracle.
In the first settlement of the territory known as Jefferson township, James Fleming, an emigrant from Kentucky, entered the southwest quarter of section twenty,
and soon afterwards, Andrew Ireland, also from Kentucky, bought land in the northwestern quarter of section
twenty-nine. Andrew Ireland leased his land to a man
named Campbell, and for awhile lived in his old State of
Kentucky.
About 1816, New \\"estville, two miles south, and
other towns not far from where James Fleming lived,
were laid out, and it appeared to he necessary, as well as
,-ery desirable, that a capital be chosen for Jefferson
township. It takes enterprise to conceive the plan of a
new town. The founder of this town was James Fleming, and the foundation ground was his quarter section
on Whitewater.
Accordingly, in r8q, ~lr. Fleming proceeded to materialize his plat which heretofore had only existed on
paper. At this juncture, Andrew Ireland decided to
cast in his lot with that of Mr. Fleming, and make a
good sized town of it. I nasrnurh as both founders had
come from the vicinity of Paris, Kentucky, it was decided
that the name of the place should be New Paris. The
plats of the two founders were only separated by the,
as yet imaginary, main street.
But New Paris was not to be a "paper town "- a
town in name and not in substance. So the plat of
twenty lots, with a main and a number of cross streets,
was acknowledged August I8, 1817, before Isaac Stephens, justice of the peace. \fessrs. Fleming and Ireland had now marked out their plat on the chosen ground,
and the next thing was to fill the lots with houses. They
offered as an inducement to the people that the one who
should erect the first house in the new town would be
presented with the lot upon which he should desire to
build. John H. Cottom was the man who accepted this
generous offer, and immediately proceeded to erect a
square log house on the lot where \-IcWhinney's store
now stands. In this house he opened a hotel in r8q.
A man named Pryor soon afterwards erected a frame
house on the corner opposite Cottom's hotel, on the site
now occupied by Means & Johnson's store. Here the
first store in town was opened and kept. It was what is
now knO\\·n as a general store. In those early days, before the several branches of trade could be established
in a lo~ality, it was necessary that the store contain supplies of everything required by the community. Of such
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--- - - - - -Character was the first store in New Paris. The pioneers
had neither time nor money to indulge in luxuries of
any kind, and the shelves of even a small general store
held a supply greater than the demand.
Robert Sprowls built a large frame house where Hazeltine's grocery now is. The present site of the Odd
Fellows' building was at first occupied by Robert :\[cGill's
house and blacksmith shop. The tanyard on Washington
~treet, now owned by Joseph Burgoyne was "sunk" as
early as I82o, by a man named Crampton. A number
o( dwelling houses were built, and even at that early day
the hamlet of New Paris bade fair to become a thriving
town. For a time more business was transacted in Paris
than in the neighboring town of Richmond. A very
extensive business was carried on by Chadwick's pork
packing establishment, which was situated just north of
the store of !\leans & Johnson. For a number of years
more pork was packed in New Paris than in any neighboring town. Afterwards George Vaneman purchascll
the business, and engaged in the packing of pork on
Main street, on the left of where the depot now stands.

---- ~-----------

ADDJTI0:-15

.vere made from time to time as the population in.
creased. On :\larch 26, I829, James Fleming and L.
Ginger added sixteen lots to the north part of town.
Peter Scott surveyed fourteen lots for S. J. H. Ireland,
September 26, I 829, and the plat of the addition was
recorded and acknowledged on the tenth of October.
An addition of sixteen lots, comprising the southeast
part of New Paris, was presented for acknowledgment
October 3I, 1822, by S. J. H. Ireland.
The fourth addition to this rapidly growing village
was made by Samuel 1\Iitchell, October 31, r832. This
addition comprised twenty-six lots, situated in the southwest quarter of section twenty, immediately north and
east of the second and north addition.
John F. Ireland, better known as Fielding Ireland,
added fourteen lots at the south end of the main cross
street near the addition made by S. J. H. Ireland and
Robert McGill. The plat of this addition was presented July 14, I83S· There is a record of the addition of forty-two out-lots in 1866, and in October, I 87o,
and lots twenty-eight and thirty were subdivided into
During the years
seven lots, by John F. Ireland.
I87o-2, three additions were made-two by the a~sig
nees of Beam and Jay, and the executors of John F.
Ireland.
On June 2I, 1879, Henry 0. Hutton made an addition of in-lots from No. I84 to 203.
The lots thus added have been bought from time to
time by enterprising citizens who have erected substantial, and in many instances, handsome residences.
Washington ~treet is the north and south thoroughfare,
with High street on the east running parallel with it from
Main, which crosses Washington street at right angles,
and runs thence east and west. Walnut street to the
north and Cherry to the south of Main street, are its
parallels. These streets are broad, clean, and well
shaded with rOll'S of ornamental trees. They are gener-

ally well supplied with good sidewalks, and are lighted a
night by numerous street lamps.
The location of the town was most fortunate. Down
in the valley, protected but not shut in by high hills, the
spot in which it is situated is by nature attractive, and
the skill of the artisan has added fini~hing touches
which have made the vrew more picturesque.
Little did the founders of New Paris dream that they
were laying out their town right in the path which would
in later years be chosen by the iron horse as he rushed
up the valley. But as good fortune would have it, the
little town was right in the way of two railroads owned
by the great Panhandle company. The Dayton & Western branch was built about the year I8SI, and prior to
x86o t.he Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis branch connected New Paris with great cities east
and west, and the business enterprise of the place received a new impetus when it heard the shrill whistle of
the locomotive.
Situated in a good farming region, it was natural that
the markets made accessible by the railroads be supplied
with the products of the broad acres all around, and it
was also natural that New Paris, the principal town,
should become the center of this growing trade. The
Dayton & Western road built a warehouse, and one was
put up north of it, by Beam and Jay, and is now owned
by Thomas J. and J. S. Smith, and run by Robert
Richie. The shipping business is quite extensive.
Nature has been very kind and provident, and as if
foreseeing that a town would some day be built in the
vicinity, has well stored the earth with strata of limestone peculiarly fitted for the manufacture of the best
lime, and well adapted to building purposes; and but a
short distance belvw town the copious fountains of
water are impregnated with healing power. The limestone quarries, and the Cedar springs near by are the
natural resources of the wealth and health of New Paris.
1:-/CORPORATION.

So rapidly did the little hamlet of New Paris grow
into a thriving village that the citizens thought best to
petition for an act of incorporation, and accordingly in
the year of our Lord I832, and in the fifteenth year of
the village, New Paris became a regularly incorporated
village, by a special act of the legislature of 1831-2.
An order for an election of village officers was issued,
and Lewis Davis, esq., was declared mayor, and at once
proceeded to manage the affairs of the village. The
earliest records have been lost, and the full list of officers
elected at the first election can not be given; but it is
known that the chief executor of the decrees of Mayor
Davis was R. S. Tillman, the first marshal. As nearly
as can be ascertained, the following men have officiated
as mayor of New Paris since Lewis Davis: John G.
Jameson, David J. Cottom, John Cowgill, David J.
~lauzy, Peter Fleming, R. S. Tillman, Levi Johnson,
A. P. Johnson, John F. Ireland, R. F. Thompson, L W.
Richey, eleven years, Alfred Calkins, Jacob 1\liddaugh,
and perhaps others whose names have not been ascertained. The present mayor is L. W. Richey, who was
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re-elected in 188o. He was elected mayor in 1865, and
held his office eleven years. He is also justice of the
peace for Jefferson township, and attends to hi~ respcc·
tive duties at his office in K ew Paris. The other cm poration officers arc: Timothy Cronin, James Dwyer, Patterson Sawyer, Joseph Burgoyne, Joseph Wrenn, and
David Rayburn, councilmen; W. G. Hahn, treasurer;
S. V. Henkle, clerk; J . T. Cox, marshal; and William
Patterson, street commissioner.
The population of New Paris is about eight hundred
and thirty-five.
THE SCHOOLS OF !IIEW I'ARIS

are as old as the village, and have improved even more
rapidly. Enterprise in a people is proof of intelli;.;ence,
and the growth of these two necessary elements of
success is simultaneous. The first school-house in ::\' ew
Paris was situated on the branch on the cast side of
where the railroad now is, in the western edge of town.
It was a building of the primeval days of education, but
in the little log school-house some of the leading citizens
of New Paris received the rudiments of a common-sense
education. Many men who are living in New Paris today remember with tender interest that this was the l.Jlace
where they got their first insight into the three mysterious
R's-Readin' 'Ritin' and 'Ritlwlt'lic. At that time geography and grammar were considered the higher branches.
In a few years it was thought best to build a larger
and better school-house, and accordingly a frame building was erected nearly opposite where the Christian
church now stands. This building contained two rooms,
and was considered quite a fine school-house. But education was making rapid strides towards the higher planes
of learning. The high school system was being established in every village, and studies which had hut recently been prominent only in the curricula of colleges,
became the delight of hundreds who never expected to
enter college hall. Nor did the people of New Paris
sneer at the high school system, but showed their good
faith in it by erecting, in 1868, a commodious brick
building, part of which is used by the High school. This
building is located in the eastern part of town, in a large
and well shaded yard. In 1878 the west side of the
building received an addition, and the whole was remodelled, and is now eighty feet long and forty-seven feet
wide.
Abner Hahn, a graduate of Otterbein university, at
Westerville, Ohio, is the superintendent of the schools,
and principal of the High school.
The course of the High school is divided into two
years of thre;: terms each. The studies embraced in
the first year are: Geometry, natural philosophy, algebra,
Latin, Greek lessons, trigonometry, English analysis, and
physical geography; those of the second year arc: Chemistry, rhetoric, Constitution of the United States, Greek
analysis and Greek Testament, geology, astronomy, mental philosophy, botany, and political economy. Rhetorical exercises are given throughout the entire course.
There is a good preparatory course.
There are four intermediate departments, respectively

- - - --- - - - -- - - -- . --- -- - - - - presided over by John A..Moore, W. V. Henkle, Miss
Julia Kesler, and :\I iss ~Iinnie Ireland. There is a
large country patronage to this flourishing school.
The board of education is as follows: Jacob Middaugh, president; I.. W. Richey, secretary; W. A. McWhinney, treasurer; remaining members, Timothy Cronin, Dr. Haynie, and William G. Hahn.

FELI.OWSHII' LODGE, NO.

108

FREE ANO ACCEPTED

MA-

SONS.

The .l\Iasonic order is well represented in J elferson
township by the above named lodge. The charter members were: Thomas K. Peebles, Lewis Davis, James
Sampson, James M. Knox, Thompson Fleming, and W.
B. Schenck. The date of dispensation was November I,
1839. At the first meeting the following officers were installed: Thomas K. Peebles, first worshipful master;
Frederick Bowers, first senior warden; Lewis Davis, first
junior warden; James Sampson, treasurer; James M.
Knox, secretary; Thompson Fleming, senior deacon;
William Ireland, junior deacon; Darius Shaw, tyler.
John L. Davis, and Samuel W. Richey became members
~oon after the first meeting.
The latter is still living.
The charter granted was dated October 21, 1841, at
I~'lncaster, Ohio, and signed by W. J. Reese, grand master; \V. B. Ph rail, deputy grand master; Isaac C. Copeland, senior grand warden; John M. Barrere, junior
grand warden; and was attested by J. D. Caldwell, grand
secretary.
Fellowship Lodge held its first meetings in the second
story of a frame house on East Main street, New Paris.
They continued here but a short time, when the second
story of the frame building belonging to Richey and
Hazeltine was leased. They continued in this building
which is located on North Washington stn:et, until 1856.
On the ninteenth of April of that year they purchased of
Jeremiah C. Crampton the three story frame building on
the west side of Washington street, between Main and
Walnut, which building they still own and occupy.
Of the charter members Thompson Fleming is the
only one living.
The lodge has prospered since its founding, and now
numbers about forty members. The following is a list
of the officers elected in 1 88o: Joseph Burgoyne, worshipful master; Daniel F. Woofter, senior Warden; William R. Reid, junior Warden; Timothy Cronin, treasurer; Patrick McGrew, secretary; David Mackey, senior
deacon; (;eorge McFadden, junior deacon; Samuel Reinhardt, tyler.
INOEPENilENT OROF.R OF ODD FELLOWS, LODGE NO.

303.

The New Paris lodge of the Odd Fellows was organized ~bout the year 1854, and is at present in a very prosperous condition. A few years ago the Odd Fellows'
building was erected on the corner of Main and Washington streets. It is a handsome brick structure, and
was erected at great expense. The lower part is occupied by stores. It is the largest and handsomest business
house in New Paris. The hall in the upper part is the
arcanum of the order, where they hold their meetings.
The officers of the society are: John A. Moore, noble
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grand; Joseph Wrenn, vice grand; William Smith, secre·
tary; Jacob Reinheimer, treasurer.
CHURCH HISTORY.

The early settlers of this township were religious
people, and the trials and hardships which they encountered during their settlement in a new country only had
the effect to strenghten their convictions that religion was
to them a comtort and necessity. \\"hen it is remembered that among the earliest pioneers there was
such a man of God as Elder David Pun-iance, it will not
appear at all strange that the churr.h was organized first,
even before the township. Elder Purviance, and, in fact,
nearly all of the early pioneers, were fresh from a big revival at Cane Ridge church, in their old county of Bourbon, in Kentucky. Then, too, quit<:: recently a new
church had been funm:d of a numuer oi dissenters from
the old Presbyterian faith, and Elder Purviance and his
people declared that they belonged to the
l'EW LIGHT, OR CHRISTL-\:-: CHURCH,

which Elder Purviance helped found in Kentucky. As
soon as he reached Jefferson township, in 1807, he proceeded to organize a church. He had the material in
the sturdy pioneers that had come with him from Kentucky. It was customary to hold the first meetings in
the grove by the big spring, just north of where New
Paris now is, and where, in thc year 1807, was organized
the first church in Jefferson township, and one of the
first churches in the county. Among the first members
were the Irelands, Pu1viances, Flemings, and 1\litchells.
Meetings continued to be held from time to time in
this temple of nature's God until about the year 182o,
when a house was put up near where the first meeting
had been held. The house, according to the recollection
of citizens of New Paris, was a structure of frame, filled
in with brick, and the room ceiled with planks. Prior to
this time the southern wing of the congregation became
so large that it was thought advisable to organize the
Shiloh church, whose history is noticed among the early
churches of Jackson township.
The New Paris church continued to prosper, and, in
the years 1838-39, it was a respectal>le and happy church
-nothwithstanding there was some diversity of opinion
on the subject of baptism.
In 1839 James i\IcVcy, a disciple of Alexander
Campbell, came to New Paris, and ere long there was a
division in the church, and henceforth the two organizations were known commonly as the New Lights and
Campl>ellites. Neither party was willing to acknowledge
any sectarian name, but desired to be called Christian.
PRESUYTERIA:-1 CHURCH.

There were only ten or twelve Presbyterians, about the
year I8Jo, who formed themselves into a society and determined to have their ch9sen denomination represented
by a church. Rev. John Ross ministered to them for a
number of years. Among the first memuers were Adam
Reid, Peyton Irvin, James Brown, members of the McVey family, and others. The church was first called the
Beulah church, but the name was changed to the Presbyterian church of New Pa1is, by the old presbytery of

---- - ------- - --- - - Oxford. In 1841 Rev. Franklin Berryhill became the
pastor of the flock. During the first year of his pastorate
the congregation worshipped part of the time in the Christian church, and part of the time in the Methodist church.
s~eing the great need of a house of worship, Rev. Berryhill stirred the people to action by a sermon from the
text found in Haggai 1, 8- " Go up to the mountain and
bring wood, anu l>uild the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified saith the Lord." Within
four days after this sermon was preached the sum of four
hundred dollars was subscribed. Very soon a neat
frame builtling was put up, and soon paid for. Rev.
Berryhill continued to preach to this people until, in 1851,
he was compelled to resign on account of failing health,
and soon after removed to Greene county. He now re·
sides near Bellbrook, and is one of the oldest ministers
in the presbytery at Dayton.
The last minister of the New Paris church was Rev. David H. ( ;reene. There are now more than fifty members.

THE PUBLIC CHURCH.

About the time of the division of the Christian church
at New Paris, it was deemed advisable to build a public
meeting house in New Paris. The ground on which the
building stands is located on East Cherry street. It was
donated to the citizens of New Paris on condition that
it forever be used as a place for public worship, and that
people of all denominations and creeds be permitted
to enjoy the privilege of holding meetings there. A neat
frame building, seventy by forty feet, was put up at an
expense of about one thousand two hundred and fifty
dollars. Of the one hundred and fourteen subscribers,
eighty-three belonged to no church, and thirty-one were
members of various organizations. Preachers of every
belief were allowed to preach in this church, and it was
and is still often used as a place for public entertainments, and meetings of all kinds. The Campbellite or
Christian church was accustomed to hold meetings there,
and a few years ago a dispute arose as to the ownership
of the public church, which was decided in favor of the
public.
The first trustees of the public church were, Lewis
Davis, R. S. Tillman, S. W. Richey, and John F. Ireland.
The donors of the ground were James and Eliza Cochren.
All of the big temperance meetings, that have been
held in New Paris, are held in the old church, which is
still kept in good repair.
THE UNIVERS.-\LIST CHURCH

was organized in the public meeting house soon after it
was built. Rev. J. C. McCune, of Miamsburgh, Montgomery county, effected the organit.ation. Their house
of worship is new, and is considered one of the best in
New Pari'<. It is situated on South Washington street.
The old L'niversalist church building stood just west of
the Christian church. Rev. J. V. Guthrie was the pastor
for quite a number of years. Rev. C. P. Carlton was the
last regular pastor. It has been thought best to do without regular preaching, until the building is all paid for.
However, services are held every few weeks. There
are about seventy members.
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METHODIST CHURCH.

Quite a number of people, belonging to the Methodist
Episcopal denomination, were living in New Paris and
the vicinity in the .early times, but prior to the year 1 84o,
the latter class that had been formed did not feel able to
build a church. Previous to this time occasional services
were held by circuit riders, who passed that way. John
Cottom, James Fleming, Jr., Robert McCord and others
were instrumental in organizing the church, and in
building a house of worship. About the year 1840, a frame
house was erected on the south side of East Main street.
Since that time preaching has been regularly kept up.
The first preacher was Rev. James Smith, and the
present pastor is Rev. T . H. Fiddler.
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH,

after failing to establish its claim to the public meeting·
house, was not discouraged. The congregation, with
commendable zeal, decided to build a new house of
worship. Accordingly a lot was chosen on the north side
of Cherry street. As soon a~ the necessary funds could
be raised, a handsome brick building was erected. The
efforts of Mr. McVey had started the church with nearly
one hundred members, mostly dissenters from the New
Light church. There is no regular preaching there.
CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Quite a number of the citizens of New Paris, especially the foreign population, \-.:ere staunch supporters of the
Roman Catholic church, and about the year r87o, with
characteristic zeal, they took steps toward the building of
the church, which is a brick building standing on the
south side of East Walnut street. This building, both
in size and appearance, compares very favorably with the
other churches of town. The church is not strong
enough to support a settled priest, but is supplied from
time to time by priests from the neighboring city of Richmond.
THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

There are many colored folks in New Paris and vicin·
ity, and naturally they are Methodists, and earnest ones,
too. They are not so fortunate as their white brethren,
and own neither house nor pastor. They hold their regular meetings in the old school-house, next to the depot,
and their quarterly and other big meetings, in the public
~UIT~

•
THE TEMPERANCE WORK.

The people of New Paris ever handled intemperance
with ungloved hands. Prayers, entreaties, legal and
moral suasion have all been used as weapons against the
foe.
Long, long ago did kit1g alcohol receive his
marching orders from an outraged people. From time
to time saloons have slyly openrd their doors, and every
time they have been closed, and to-day there is not a
saloon in New Paris.
In the spring of x868, one George Clatterbuck started
a saloon on Main street at a place called the "Yell ow
Cat," and after establishing himself he swore that he
would stay. Though the men of New Paris are by no
means backward, the ladies are always first in an on-

t

slaught against liquor dealers. This time the ladies took
the initiative. The following ladies assembled in an indignation meeting : Mrs. A. W. Tibbits, the Methodist
pastor's wife, Mrs. John F. Ireland, Mrs. Mary Graves,
l\liss Ruth Graves, Mrs. Kate Braffet, Miss Nellie Whitridge, Mrs. Henderson Fleming, Mrs. Frank Burtch,
Miss Anna Whitridge, Mrs. Lizzie Ferris, Mrs. J. Wilson,
and perhaps others whose nanies have not been ascertaid. After due discussion it was thought the best plan
to visit the grog shop t'll masse and to stay there until the
proprietor should understand that his submission would
be the only mode of escaping their importunity. The
ladies went to the saloon in the morning and remained
there all day. The ladies took their knitting and crocheting with them. In the evening a number of prominent
gentlemen read the law to the proprietor, and ere long
succeeded in purchasing his stock. The liquor was
taken outside of Paris and turned out. Saturday night
the defiant saloonist was initiated into the order of Good
Templars. He soon afterwards started a beef shop and
received the hearty support of the citizens.
During the crusade there was no saloon in Paris, and
the ladies went to Richmond and assisted in the work
there.·
Since that time a Greenville man tried the liquor business in New Paris and had to quit.
About the year 1877 one of the drug stores in town
became·a resort for drinking men. Substantial citizens
of the place raised a fund and determined to prosecute
every violation of law. Evidence accumulated and no
less than nineteen indictments were found. The trial,
which was held at Eaton, attracted universal attention.
On the morning that the temperance men and women
left New Paris to attend the trial, the bells in town rang
out "God speed." Suffice it to say that the temperance
people were successful, and to-day no saloon is allowed
within the corporal limits of New Paris.
John G. Whittier has celebrated in song the name and
memory of Thomas Barber, who was killed in the west
during the Kansas trouble5. For many years he lived in
the vicinity of New Paris. He and his brother had the
old woollen mill in charge at the time that it was burned.
He emigrated to Kansas a short time prior to the tragedy
which ended his life. While in New Paris he was in
favor of the abolition of slavery, and of course he strove
to be true to his new place of abode. He strove hard
to help make Kansas a free State, and his life was the
forfeit. Whittier thus honors Thomas Barber:
'' Bear him. comrades, to his gral'c;
Never over one more brave
!-;hall the prairie gra,ses weep;
In the ages yet to come.
\Vhen the millions in one room,
\\.hat we sow in tears shall reap.

•

*

•

*

•

Plant the buckeye on his grave,
For the hunter of the slave
In its shadow cannot rest;
And let martyr, mound and tree
Be our pledge and guaranty
Of the freedom of the west !"

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

- -- - - ·- -- - - - - - - - -- - - ---

-

THE PREss

in New Paris has a history which, though rather uneventful, deserves passing notice.
In 1844 Daniel Winder started a paper, whose name
was larger than its history.
The New Paris Post and
State Line Smtind was the name of this four page sheet,
which was devoted to news rather than politics, and to
miscellany rather than either news or politics. The paper
and its editor were enterprising, but lack of patronage
killed it.
Mr. Winder then started a paper bearing the significant name of Reformer. Its course, too, was short, and
journalism in Jefferson township remained at a stand still.
The Amalt:ur and the Kq are of recent date, and were

- - - - - - - - - -- - - George Bruce practiced in New Paris about thirty years
ago, and is now located in Winchester, Indiana.
About the same t1me Dr. U. G. Miller, who is now in
Lawrence, Kansas, commenced to practice in Paris.
Dr. Lesh, of the Botanic school, left the village six or
seven years ago.
Dr. C. F. Hrafft:t, the present representative of the
Eclectic sr:hool, is a graduate of the Physio-Medical college. He has been practicing in New Paris since 184 7·
I>r. Hampton, a Homccopathic physician, practiced ten
years in New Paris and moved away in 188o.
Dr. Haynie located in New Paris in October, 1878,
' and is a graduate of the Cincinnati College of Medicine.

1

QL\RRIES.

edited by C. W. Bloom.
At present there is no paper edited in the township.

Geology indicates and experience proves that Jefferson
township is very rich in abundant deposits of lime-stone,

PHY SICL\l\s.

New Paris ha~ always been the medical center of Jefferson township. Though the general health of the people is good, and the very fountains of health are situated
near town, nearly all the physicians are settled here.
The first regular practitioner was Dr. Clement_ Ferguson, who came into the township in a very early day, as
early as 1814. He was the first resident physician in
New Paris, and lived for a number of years where Samuel W. Richey now resides. Dr. Ferguson was one of
the first school teachers in the township, and afterwards
became a very successful physician. He died in New
Paris i11 the year 1833, and is buried in the North
cemetery.
Dr. James Knox came in 1817, and Dr. David Cox in
1820.
Prominent among the early physicians were the Whit
ridges-Drs. John and Pdeg Whitridge, who practiced
separately and in partnership for many years. They controlled a large practice, and were universally liked.
Dr. Samuel Ferris practiced at New Paris, and at New
Westville for a short time, about the year 18so, and then
removed to Newcastle, Indiana.
His brother, A. B. Ferris, graduated at the Cleveland
Medical college in r8so, and in the winter of 185o attended a course of lectures at the Ohio Medical college.
He commenced the practice of medicine in 1852, in
New Paris, where he has been ever since.
The above physicians were of the allopathic school.
After them there were quite a number of physicians of
the physio-medical or botanic school.
First of these was Dr. Kepler, a steam doctor of the
above named school.
Twenty or thirty years ago Dr. Terry practiced in New
Paris. He is now professor of the Eclectic Medical college in Cincinnati.
Dr. George Wilkinson practiced about 1840.
Dr. Moses Swank came about 185o, and remained for
several years. He now resides in Indianapolis, and
makes the treatment of cancers a specialty.
Dr. Eaton, who came to New Paris about fifty years
ago, was of the old school. He now is in Cincinnati,
and makes the treatment of the eyes a specialty. Dr.

1

and as a matter of course, the most extensively worked
quarries in Preble county are located at New Paris, along
the ~\'hitewater, where the surface of the rock has been
exposed by the action of the water. The upper member of the Niagara series is well developed, and is easily
reached. The building stone courses are also accessible.
But the main interest, however, is the production of
lime. L'lrge quantities of the best of lime are annually
burned here, and distributed mainly to the westward by
railroads leading out of Richmond, Indiana. Patent
kilns are in use and the business is carried on successful·
ly, and economically managed by Thomas J . Smith, the
proprietor of the quarries, which are three in number.
One of them is on the creek, south of New Paris, onehalf mile. The northern part consists of building and
lime-stone, and is owned by 1\[r. Smith; and the other
end, owned hy Leander Marshall, abounds in big flagstone rock. Just south of town two lime kilns are running, and north of town there is another quarry. Mr.
Smith employs about forty men. This year he has ship-.
ped about four thousand perch of building stone, four
thousand yards of flagging stone, and ninety thousand
bushels of lime. In the _manufacture of the lime are
consumed about one thousand eight hundred cords of
wood annually. The constant burning of lime is a good
antidote for chills.
CEDAR SPRINGS.

Before the white man had set foot on the soil of Jefferson township, it was inhabited by bands of the Pollawalomit•s, Miami, and Wyattdot Indians, who lingered in
the native forests in search of the deer, wild turkey, bear
and other game with which the region abounded. E\·en
after the first white settlements had been made it was no
uncommon sight to see the wigwam of the Indian in
some well favored spot in the valley of the 'Whitewater,
or in some more secluded ravine. Through the ravines
leading to the creek was the distinct path made by the
deer and other game on their way to the water. About
a half-mile south of where New Paris now stands, might
have been found, in a secluded glen, one of the most
popular camping grounds of the Indians, and one of the
principal drinking places of the wild animals; for here
were several strong springs of water, pure and cold·
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prope~i~ --~~i~;;roper ma;a~::n~-;~s- will

The Indians recognized in this water curative
that far exceeded those of the healthful Twin valley
they loved so welL Indian medicine men effected wonderful cures by sending their patients to the springs in
the vicinity of Whitewater.
After the advent of the white man, for a number of
years the settlers were too busy with their multiplied
cares and labors to take much notice of the springs.
But a school-house happened to be put up near them at
an early day, and it was noticed that weak school-ma'ams
and masters, after teaching there awhile, became remarkably healthy.
For many years, however, only those in the immediate
neighborhood thought anything of the water, save that
the springs were valuable for agricultural purposes.
The glorious forest trees ·which stood near by on the
surrounding hills fell victims to the axe of the woodman,
who little thought that he was shearing those hills of one
of the elements most necessary to the perfection of ti-Je
picturesque. But, happily, this ruthless destruction was
stopped, when, in 187 5, Marshall, Wetheral & Co. , commenced the building of a large five-story frame hotel,
and proceeded to fit up the grounds and make the water
accessible.
Rapidly did the fame of the water go abroad, and
almost from the first there was a crowd waiting to be
healed. The pristine ·qualities of the water had in no
wise deteriorated, and many remarkable cures were
chroniclerl. In the fall of 1877, the property was purchased by Eli and Dr. A. F. Haldeman, and in 1878, Dr.
Haldeman and Oscar Gale, esq., became the proprietors.
The grounds are well located, af)d are, from time to
time, being improved, and in time it is hoped that this
may become one of the most charming resorts in the
country.
The springs are five in number and are varied in their
medicinal properties. They have an inexhaustible flow,
aggregating nearly ten thousand barrels a day.
The
Washington spring is the largest and most important,
and is valuable as a curative in diseases of the liver,
kidney, bladder, stomach, bowels, . and in all blood
diseases.
The following is the analysis:
GRAI:'<S .

Bicarbonate of magnesia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I. 295
Bicarbonate of soda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . ... . .... ... 0.409
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

o. 228

Brkarhonate of lime ... . ...... . . .. . . . .. .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . .
Chloride of sodium . .. .... . . . .. . ... ... . ........ .. .. ... .. . ..
Sulphate of soda . . . . . . . .. ... • ..• .. .. . . . . ..... .. . . . ...... . .
Alumina ..... .. . . .. . ... . .... .. .. . .... ..... .. . . •... ..... .. ..
Sulphate of lime . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Phosphate of lime . ...... .. ... ... . .. . ... .. . . . . . .. ..... .. . . . .

Bicarbona tc. of iron . 1

0.712
o.12r
0.023
o.o27
o. 155
0.266

Tota L . .. . ... .. . ... ... . .... .. .. . ..... .. . . ...... . ... 3.302

The water of this spring compares favorably with that
of the Bethesda, at Waukesha, Wisconsin, and the Spa,
in Belgium.
The Sedlitz spring is cathartic; the Chalybeate, near
the Washington, is a promoter of digestion, and the
Glycerine spring, twenty feet from the Washinton, is used
only in the adjoining bath-house and has in it much
healing power.

become one of the
most popular health resorts in the country.
BUSINE~S

HOUSES.

The enterprise that has ever characterized New Paris
has developed and sustained quite a number of flourishing bu~iness houses. As is noted elsewhere, the first
store was opened in a building opposite McWhinney's
place of business. Its character was that of a general
store, in which merchandise of all kinds was sold. Every
village of any pretensions to business prosperity, is well
supplied with general stores. !\leans & Johnson and
J. & W. A. McWhinney are the proprietors of the general stores now in New Paris. Although Richmond is
so ncar, they are able to maintain themselves in a good
trade. W. L. Hazeltine, Samuel Beelman, and Warren
Swerer are the grocers. The first floor of the Odd Fellows building is used by Jacob Reinheimer, dealer in
hardware, tinware, and agricultural implements. The
druggists are S. W. Richey, G. B. Roberson, and McWhinney & ~·lorton. Of these apothecaries S. \V. Richey
is the oldest in the busi ness. R. A. Richey is the business manager of the north grain house, and the lower
one is under the control of the railroad company. W. G.
Hahn is the proprietor of the harness and saddler shop
in the rear of the post office building. Thomas L. Portt·rfield, W. V. Whitley, and Alfred Calkins make carriages
and wagons. A. P. Johnson and B. F. Kemp are the
tailors. The physicians are elsewhere mentioned. The
dental surgeons are C. F. and James L. Braffett and
Charles Wilcox. The millinery shops arc kept by Mrs.
C. Johnson and Mrs. L. Hazeltine. There are two
hotels, the Washington house by Mrs. E. Thomas, and
the Parisian by John Corr. Mayor L. W. Richey is the
only notary public in the township; he is also the fire
and life insurance agent. There are several good livery
stables in town. Joseph Burgoyne is the proprietor of
an extensive tanyard. J. S. & W. C. Smith do a good
businsss in their flouring-mill in the north part of town.
The saw-mill is run by J. H. Middaugh.
THE OLD CEMETERY.

The grove just north of the corporation line of New
Paris, in which the first religious services were held, was
chosen as the city of the dead. The firs~ burial was
that of Levi Moore, who was buried about the year 181o.
Alexander Penland, a lad who was drowned in a neighboring spring, was the second person buried in the old
cemetery. Since then more than a thousand citizens of
Jefferson township have laid down to rest in this silent
city, for this old graveyard has long been the storehouse
of death. Herein are buried the first fathers of the community, those staunch old leaders who moulded the social and religious character of the township. They do
rest from their labors, but a glance from their tombs, up
and down the surrounding valley pro\·es, that their works
do follow them. When the pioneers were slowly threading their way through the mountains to their new homes,
they little thought that one day they would sleep on
either side of that great thoroughfare -- the railway. But
it happened that the old cemetery was in the path of the

•

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO. at that early day, when there was considerable travel over
the national road. McClure's store was put up shortly
after the town was laid out. A man named Wright built
a store about the year 1834, which was aftewards kept by
George Watt.
Dr. Watt was the earliest physician. Gettysburgh has
one hundred and seventeen people, all told.
Ebenezer is the name of the post office, which was established in Gettysburgh July z, 1866, with W. L Curry,
postmaster. The only resident physician is Dr. Albert
THE CATHOLIC CEMETERY
Hawley. B. F. Werhly is the proprietor of the general
is ju ..;t west of the old burying-ground, and is used exsture,
and is also the postmaster.
clusively by the members of the church whose belief will
The
tile factory and saw-mill which are located in the
not allow Catholics to be buried in any but "consecrated
village
are owned by William Price. The tile factory
ground. " The cemetery is new and there are not many
was
moved
from Jackson township, near New Hope, in
'
buried in it.
1 the winter of 1879- 80.
The saw-mill was started about
THE 1\F:W PARIS CE~IETER\·,
It
was a steam mill with an "up
thirty-two
years
ago.
as well as the north cemetery, is under the control of the
and
down"
saw,
but
has
since
been provided with a cirtownship trustees. About ten ye:us ago, inasmuch as the
cular
saw.
old cemetery was about full, and inasmuch as it was cut
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
up by the railroad, it was deemed advisable to establish a
new cemetery near New Paris. Accordingly a committee
Old father Alexander Porter never allowed himself to
get very far away from a United Presbyterian church.
of citizens was appointed to examine the ~everal pieces
of ground offered for the new graveyard, and the instrucWhen he went outside of Israel township, and could not
take a United Presbyterian church with him, he was
tions were to select the one thought to be the most desirwont to gather material and found a new church. .\lore
able. The committee, after due consideration, reported
than sixty years ago Mr. Porter founded such a church
in favor of the ten acres just south of New Paris, not far
near where Gettysburgh now stands. The old church
from the lime kilns. David Culton, who was a memuer
stood in the graveyard just south of Gettysburgh in secof the committee, was the fir~t person buried in the new
tion thirty-five. The building was of log, and has now
cemetery. Quite a number were removed from the north
entirely disappeared. For some time after the house
cemetery, and many have been buried there since. It is
was built it was without a floor, and the congregation
now the main burying-ground of the township. It is laid
used to sit on the sleepers.
off with broad gravel drives, bordered with smooth
For nearly twenty-five years Rev. Richard Boyce
lawns, and presents a very attractive appearance. l''l'lany
preached at Gettysbnrgh, in connection with the church
handsome monuments have been erected, and the peoat Richmond, Indiana. Rev. James McNeal was the
ple of New Paris may well be proud of their cemetery.
next preacher, and for a time after he left the church deGETJYSIIURGH
pended upon occasional supplies.
is the only community in Jefferson township, beside New
The next thing that happened to this church was its
Paris, that can boast of the name of village. It is situchange of name. At this time Rev. John Wiseman, a
ated in the northwest corner of section thirty-six, on
Presbyterian minister, commenced to preach to the Getwhat is known as the old natitmal ro:td. The town was
tysburgh congregation in the afternoons, as he passed
laid out in the fall of I8Jz, by John Curry, a native of through from Camden to New Paris, the two churches
the State of Pennsylvania. The maiden name was Harof his care. The people liked Mr. Wiseman, and soon
risburgh, which in late years became Gettysburgh, after
came over to the Presbyterian faith, dropping their origGettysburgh, Pennsylvania. Of course, Gettysburgh was
inal name, United Presbyterian.
always intended to be the largest town on the road, and
About the year 1847 the present frame building was
the founder determined that it must outstrip the neigherected at Gettysburgh. About four years ago the
boring hamlet of Orangeburgh, and the stillborn Belfast,
church was repaired, and is now a very neat little struclaid out in the same year of 1832.
ture. Rev. David Tawney, Rev. Caleb Jones and Rev.
Orangeburgh was laid out by G. Johnson and Thomas
David Green, have supplied the church during the last
Norris. Belfast has always been a "paper town ." Both
few years. There are now about fifty members. The
towns were laid out in section thirty-four. Of Orangepresent eldorship is as follows: John Me D. Norris,
burgh it may be said that the town cannot be seen for
Henry Petry and George l'vliller.
the houses_. and of Belfast, the houses cannot be seen for
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHL'RCH.
the town.
About the time of the organization of the old United
But Cettysburgh has not passed into oblivion. The
Presbyterian
church, the Methodist church was organhouse in which Abraham Dine resides is the first house
ized.
The
first
meetings were held in the log barn of
that was built. It was put up by a man named ~IcKey.
Jonathan
Porterfield,
situated north of Gettys burgh, on
Fifty years ago Semuel Paxton put up a tavern where B.
the
farm
now
owned
by Daniel Harshman. Robert
F. ~lorgan now lives. This hostelry was well patronized

locomotive, and now many times a day do the trains rush
through the "silent " city, for the track of the Dayton &
Western road is directly through the graveyard. Here
sleep such men as Elder David Purviance, John Adams,
John H. Cottom, Drs. John C. and l'elcg \Vhitridge, Drs.
Ferguson and Knox, Andrew, David, William, and John
F. Ireland, Robert McGill, Samuel R. Chadwick, the
Flemings, .Mitchells, and Morrisons, and very many
others.

EDWARD S. STOTLER
was born February 13, 1825, in Somerset county, Pennsylvania.

His

father, Jacob Stotler, removed to Preble county with his family in the

Twin creek.

In 1866, in company with Mr. Glander, he erected the

brick block on the southeast corner of Dayton and Main streets, and

fall of 1833, and settled on the farm now owned by William Campbell,

was associat"d with Mr. Glander and E. S. Derby, in the dry goods

east of West Alexandria, where he resided until his death.

trade, for a short time. Of late years he has been principally engaged
in the lumber trade in connection with his saw-m'ill, and in the gro,.;ng

Edward"s

educational advantages were quite limited, attending only the common schools of his neighborhood.

He remained on his father·s farm

of tobacco, being one of the largest producers of tobacco on Twin

until the fall of 1849. when, with a number of others from the same

c•eek.

vicinity, he went to California.

years, and is a meml:er of the town council of West Alexandria.

The journey was a very tedious one.

He has been treasurer of Twin township for a number of
Mr.

He went by the Panama route, and made the trip on a sailing vessel,

Stotler's business life has been a remarkably successful one, having from

being nearly three months on the water.

a moderate beginning acquired independence.

Many of the passengers

His success is plainly

were stricken with cholera, and a number died of the dreadful disease.

attributable, not to fortuitous circumstances, but to the possession of

He remained in California nearly a year, during which he was in poor

an abundant capital of energy, industry and business sagacity.

health much of the time.

writer has met few men more actively industrious than he, and he has

A short time after his return his father died,

and the farm was subsequently bought by our subject and a sister.
Sometime afterward Mr. Stotler sold the farm and located in West
Alexandria, and for several ye-.1rs following was not engaged in
business.

In the spring of 1857 he rented for one year, in company

with Mr. J . H. Gale, the Halderman mill, on Twin creek.

This ven-

ture proved quite profitable, and in the fall of 1858 he formed a part-

never yet found it necessary to have a law-suit.

The

Mr. Stotler was

married on the thirty-first of May, 1857, to Sarah A. Halderman, and
settled in West Alexandria, where Mr. Derby now lives.

His wife

died four years afterward, April r, r86r, at the age of twenty-seven
years, ten months and nineteen days.

She bore her husband tv.·o

children: John H . , born June r6, r8s8. and Sallie E ., born October

nership with Mr. Gale and Deitnch Glander, under the firm name of

::16, r86o, died. July

E . S. Stotler & Company, and erected a grist-mill on Twin creek, east

this beautiful child, was an extremely sad one.

of West Alexandria.

mill with other children, when in some manner her clothes became

At Mr. Gale's death the other members pur-

20,

1875.

The accident which caused the death of
She was in the grist-

chased his interest and continued to operate the grist-mill and saw-

entangled in the king shaft.

mill for a number of years, when Mr. Stotler succeeded to the owner-

terrible manner, the bones in her limbs protruding through the skin.

ship.

He continued the business until the spring of 188o, when he

sold the flouring-mill to J. M. Kinsel & Company.

During this time

he was also engaged in farming, having bought the Johnson farm, on

When extricated :he was crushed in a

The shock caused paralysis, so she suffered little or no pain, but death
soon followed.
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McCord, a local preacher, had much to do with the organization. Rev. - - Chalfant preached for a time in
the old log school-house, in the north part of Gettysburgh. Soon after the organization, the church, a frame
building, was built. The present pastor is Rev. T. H.
Fiddler, who also has charge of the New Paris church.
The Sunday-school is a union one, with the Presbyterians, and is in a flourishing condition.

The class was organized in a school-house on the State
line, about a mile and a half .south of the church building, which is located in the northwestern corner of Preble
county, in 'iection six of Jefferson township. The church
was organized by Rev. Isaac Robinson, who was then_a..---missionary of the United Brethren church. There<ere
originally fourteen members. James Alexander was the
first class-leader, and James Trammel was steward. February 14, 1844, the deed of the church property was witCE~IETERY.
nessed . The building is of frame, and is regularly opened
The Gettysburgh cemetery was started as soon as the
for public worship. There is a graveyard adjoining the
church was organized. The first person buried therein
church, which was started about 1845· Mrs. Eli7~'lbeth
was Robert Curry, who died in 1816. This cemetery
Baker, mother of Thomas Baker, was probably the first
contains the ashes of most of the settlers of the part of
person therein buried. The cemetery has recently been
the township in which it is situated. Herein are buried
fixed up.
James Norris, John Curry, William Thomas, Elder Rufus
The pastors of the church have been Revs. Isaac· Rob- .
Harvey, John McCord, David A. Wehrly, James Melling,
ison, Frederick Bonebrake, William Ault, Adam Hetzler,
J. S. Preble, Alexander Barr, and many others, whose
John Huffman, J. R. Brown, G. L Gilbert, J. D. Bottles,
graves are unmarked.
G. L. Gilbert, two terms, J. C. Miller, T. F. Bushong, D.
BRINLEY'S STATION
E. l\lyers, F. M. Fowler, W. K. Albright and E. H . Kayis on the Dayton & Western road, in section eleven,
lor. There are at present about eighty members. A
about three miles and a half north of Gettysburgh. In
great many have gone off from time to time to the Friend1855 Sylvester Brinley donated the ground upon which
ship, Madison and Palestine churches in Darke county.
the station is built, and it received his name. January ,
In :he neighborhood of the Pleasant Hill church there
23, 186o, the post office was established, and Sylvester
is an extensive
Brinley made the first postmaster. The office was kept
TILE FACTORY,
in Mr. Brinley's store, which was erected in 1858. The
which was started in 1878. It is owned by James Baker,
store is now owned by J. C. Minnick, who purchased it
and a very large business is carried on. The land in Jefm 1875· Mr. Minnick is the present postmaster.
ferson township has been greatly improved by draining
PLEASANT HILL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH.
during the last few years, and great thanks are due to
Among other denominations represented among the
both this factory and the one at Gettysburgh, previously
early settlers was that of the United Brethren in Christ.
mentioned.

LANIER.
Lanier lies in the east range of townships and is
PHYSICAL FEATURES.
bounded on the north by Twin, on the south by Gratis,
The surface of the township is generally level, except
on the east by Montgomery county, and on the west by , in those portions traversed by Twin creek and its tribuother townships of Washington and Gasper. It was set
taries, Aukerman's creek and Banta's fork, where it is
off and organized as a separate towrship in 1811, and
somewhat broken. Twin creek, the principal stream, flows
was named for Alexander-C. Lanier, the first clerk of the , a north and south course through the township, entering
court of common pleas of the county. Being unable to
it a short distance east of West Alexandria. It discharges
its waters in the Miami river, in ---county, and has
find the early township records, we cannot give the
names of the first township officers elected, with the exits source in Darke county. Banta's fork and Aukerman's creek are western branches of Twin, the former in
ception of the clerk, who is said to have been John Halderrnan, sr. Among the early justices of the peace were
the northern part of the township, and the latter in the
Martin Ruple, William Swisher, James Wilson, Peter
extreme southern part. They are so named from the
Van Ausdal, and James Dennison. James Campbell,
settlement of Abraham Banta and John Aukerman upon
the present incumbent, was first elected in the spring of them respectively. Lanier probably contains as large a
1858, and has served continuously since, with the excepproportion of good soil as any other township in the
tion of three years, during which D. J. Naeff held the
county, the bottom lands along Twin creek being unsuroffice.
I passed in fertility and productiveness.
The raising of
1

35
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tobacco largely engages the attention of the farmers on
these bottoms, the soil being peculiarly adapted to its
successful cultivation. The principal variety of native
timber east of the creek was oak, while west of it the soil
being of a more clayey nature, beech was chiefly found,
though cherry, walnut, sugar, maple, lynn, poplar, etc.,
grew in considerable abundance.
A~CIE:-IT

WORK.

In this township is located the most interesting work
cf antiquity to be found within the bounds of Preble
county. On the high point of land at the confluence of
Twin creek and Banta's fork are the remains of an earthwork of the defensive order, which consisted of a semicircular ditch and stcme wall, built of boulders, extending
from one creek to the other. There was a gateway to
the north, and to the southeast what seemed to be a subterranean passage to the creek. Within· the enclosure
was a mound, which, in 1847, was excavated and explored by Judge Haines and others of Eaton. Human
bones, charcoal, and many boulders were found. A depression in the earth, still quite plainly marks the line
of the work, but hardly any other feature can now be distinguished, and in a few years from the tilling of the
ground this evidence of the existence of such a work will
be lost. The natural position for a defensive work is an
exceptionally strong one, the banks of both streams at
this point being high and precipitous, and making access
difficult from any direction except from the north.
EARLY SETTLEMENT.

The first pioneers who penetrated the wilds of Lanier
three quarters of a century ago found an interminable
forest and dense undergrowth, the home of the Indian
and wild beasts. With their axes and guns, and with
sturdy arms and will they began the work of carving out
the grand civilization which their descendants behold today. We of the present day who have witnessed the
rapid settlement of the west can form but a faint idea of
the slow and tedious process of settlement in the beginning of the present century, nor appreciate the difficulties by which it was attended. Our western States have
been opened by railroads and water communication
before the emigrant has been invited thither to take
possession of the open prairie lands which are ready for
the plow and the reaper, and which, to a great extent, are
offered gratuitously to all who should desire to possess
them. There were but few wagon roads, even, open to
the emigrant when Preble county was first settled. In
fact, it was a common experience for the travellers to cut
their road as they journeyed. Those who came with
families had a lumber wagon with a large box, over which
was a covering of canvas or cotton cloth spread over
hoops, into which were packed all the household goods,
heels, clothing, provisions for the journey, wife, children,
and other necessaries for furnishing the log cabin the
settler had in prospect of erection in the woods. Many
also who came without families made the journey on foot,
carrying all the possessions they had on their back. The
early settlers were generally poor and but little capital was
brought into the new country; but they,posscssed what

was more necessary, brave hearts and strong hands, and
the wealth of to-day has been drawn from a productive
soil through the industry and energy of the people.
The first permanent settler in what is now Lanier
township was, without doubt, Jacob Parker. There is
much that was romantic in the early life of this pioneer
which we can only briefly touch upon here. He was
born October 10, 1777, in Morristown, New Jersey. At
thirteen years of age he was left an orphan, without a
home or means of support. When about fifteen he fled
to the far west to escape from a hard and cruel master
to whom he had been bound out to learn a trade. He
found his way to Fort Washington, Ohio, where he enlisted as a soldier, and subsequently served under General
Wayne in the campaign which followed against the Indians. During the march to Fort Greenville he was one
of a squad of men detailed by Ceneral Wayne to capture
a deserter from the ranks. They started in pursuit,
and the first night camped on the west side of Twin
creek, southeast of where West Alexandria now stands.
It was this circumstance that determined his future settlement. Struck with the beauties of the Twin creek
bottoms in their native state, yrmng Parker resoh·ed that
he would make at some future day this rich valley his
home. After his discharge from the army, and before
the lands came into market he visited Twin creek, and as
early as 1798 built him a cabin on the spot where he had
camped a few years before. When the lands were offered
for sale he entered together with Martin Ruple the east
half of section three, Parker taking the north quarter on
which his cabin stood. This is now the Motter farm.
Parker first settled near Middletown (now Butler county),
Ohio. His first wife died there, and in I8o3, he married
Miss Mary Loy, and the same year moved into his cabin
on Twin creek, where he spent the remainder of his life
He died February, 1848, and was buried in the cemetery
in West Alexandria, a part of the ground for which he
donated. His children by his second marriage, most of
whom grew up in this community, were: Peter, Christian,
Isaac, Moses, George, Barbara, Jacob, Nancy, and
Joshua; Four of them are living, namely: Christian,
near Fort Wayne, Indiana; George, in Missouri; Barbara
(Brower), in Humboldt, Nebraska; and Nancy, in Fort
Wayne.John Aukerman settled on the creek which has since
borne his name, on what is now the Focht place, in the
fall of 1804. He remained here only a couple of years,
and in I 8o6 sold out to Samuel Teal, and moved to
Washington township, locating on the farm near Eaton,
a portion of which is now occupied by his son, John.
He lived there for more than sixty years, dying in 1 867.
Jacob Loy, sr., was born in Maryland in I 776, and in
18oi moved to Ohio and settled in Warren county. In
1 8os he came to Lanier and settled on the hill across the
creek from Jacob Parker's. He lived there until his
death, which occurred in 1853, in his eighty-seventh year.
Of his nine children only two are now known to be living.
Jacob, who lives in Pyrmont, Montgomery county, was born
in September, 1794, in Washington county, Maryland. He
married in 1816, in Butler county, Ohio, Susannah Tem-
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pie, who died in I8SS· In I87o he
the
Eaton
part of the
he was a resident
of William King, of Montgomery county. Conrad Loy, 1 of this county. In I837 he sold his land to his son-inson of Jacob, was born in I 8 I 5, and came into Preble 1 law, John Van Doren, and moved to Indiana, where he
1
county when only six years of age. He has been twice I died in I 864. The land he entered still belongs to his
married.
I descendants, having been in their possession seventy
Martin Ruple, as previously mentioned, entered with
years. John Van Doren's five children still survive him.
Jacob Parker the half of section number three, and was
Abram, the eldest, was the first grandchild of William
Bruce, the proprietor of Eaton.
one of the first pioneers of Lanier. The farm on which
Jacob Fudge, sr., was one ol the earliest pioneers of
he settled is now owned by John Glander. Mr. Ruple
afterward moved to Darke county.
Preble county. He was born in Rockingham county,
Virginia, in 1779· His father died when he was quite
Christian Price was the original owner of the land
where Mrs. Abraham Black now lives. Mr. Price sold
young, and when about sixteen, he emigrated with his
the land to John Black, sr., about the year 1812.
mother and stepfather from Kentucky to Warren connty,
Moses Hatfield was the first settler where the Bowers
Ohio. Soon after he became of age, he and 'his brother,
mill now is. He lived there a few years, only when he
David, came to this township, and together purchased
moved out of the township.
five hundred acres of land in section thirty-four, where
Peter Van Ausdal was one of the earliest pioneers of Jacob, his youngest son, now lives. Here he resided
this part of Preble county. He came out from Virginia
until his death in I86r. He . was married in 18Io, to
in z8o5, being then unmarried. He commenced clearElizabeth, daughter of the pioneer, Gasper Potterf. Mrs.
ing up a farm in section ten-the farm now owned by his
Fudge survived her husband several years, and died
iri 1869, aged seventy-nine. Upon the organization
son, James M. His father, John Van Ausdal, moved out
a short time after, and settled upon this farm, Peter then
of the county in 18o8, Jacob Fudge was elected its first
entering land in section seventeen. He was born in I777,
sheriff, which position he occupied for several years. He
was married to Rachel Banta, and died February II,
was the father of thirteen children, ten daughters and
I857· His wife, Rachel, died in I843, and he was, sub·
three sons, as follows: l\lalinda Pence (deceased); Susan,
sequently, again married. Of his five surviving children
widow of Silas Gregg, living in this township; Nancy
three are living in the west and two-James M. and CorPence (deceased); Lucinda (deceased); Sarah Kesling
nelius-in this county. James M., who lives in West AI(deceased); Eliza Ann, wife of Daniel Christman,
exandria, was born in January, I8I3.
His wife was,
of Washington township; David, who died in California
before marriage, Martha Kitson.
in I849; Minerva Harlan, living in IJayton, Ohio; MarJohn Van Ausdal, father of Peter, died February 2I,
garet Wieland (deceased); Franklin N., who married
1826, in the seventy-fourth year of his age. The Van
Susannah Markey, and resides in L·mier township in secAusdals, with Peter and Isaac Banta, and a few others,
tion thirty-five; Seraphina, wife of John T. Shaw, also in
are buried in the family burying-ground on the old homethis township; Ermina Gifford in Harrison township, and
stead.
Jacob, who married Barthena Kincaid, and occupies the
old homestead.
Christian Van Doren, a native of New Jersey, was the
first of that name who settled in Preble county. When
In I8os Benedick Stoner, who was born in Frederick
a young man he moved to Virginia, and there married
county, Maryland, in I 767, moved into this township,
Phebe ..Van Ausdal. He resided in that State several and settled on Twin creek, near where the bridge now
years, during which time three children were born to him.
crosses it east of West Alexandria. He took up fifty
In 1805 or 18o6 he moved to Ohio with his father-inacres of land in Lanier, on which he built his cabin, and
one hundred and sixty acres across the line in Twin
law, John Van Ausdal, and settled in Lanier township,
Preble county, where he lived the rest of his life. Soon
township. During the War of 1812 he, with Judge Nesbit,
after his death the Jan~ passed out of the possession of built a distillery just east of the creek, near where he
his family. He was one of the founders of the Presby- lived. The property was, a few years after, destroyed by
terian church in Eaton. His wife survived him several
fire, and was rebuilt by Stoner who carried on the busiyears, and died at the residence of her daughters, in Inness alone until his death, which took place June 20,
diana. But three of his children are now living-two in
1822. His wife, K~ziah (Morris), died July 2, 185o, at
Minnesota. and one in Qakotah territory. His descendthe age of seventy years. They had a family of nine
ants in this county now number thirteen, all of whom are
children: John, Lewis and Elizabeth are decea.sed; Mrs.
Michael Loy lives in Jay county, Indiana; Mrs. Nancy
the children or grandchildren of his eldest son, John,
Black, widow of Abraham Black, just south of West
who was the only one of Christian Van Doren's children
who passed his entire life in Preble county. John Van
Alexandria; Henry and Frederick in Indiana; Mrs.
Doren was born in 18o6, and was one of the first white
Frank Ramsey on Dayton pike, west of West Alexandria,
children born in the county. In 1834 he married Fran- and Barbara, widow of John Oswalt, in West Alexandria.
ces Spacht, a daughter of Jacob Spacht, one of the first
Mrs. Black was born in 18o7, within about half a mile
settlers in this county. Jacob Spacht entered a quarter of where she now lives, and she possesses an excellent
section of land adjoining Eaton on the west. His first
recollection of early events in this vicinity. She 1s now
wife was a daughter of William Bruce, and his second a almost entirely blind.
Christian Halderman, his son Abraham, and son-indaughter of Christian Van Doren. He was a merchant
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laws, Jacob Shewman and John Kaylor, and their families
came out from Botetourt county, Virginia, in I8o.'i.
There were about two or three families within the limits
of Lanier township at that time, one of which was that
of Jacob Parker on Twin creek; Halderman entered
section thirty-two, and settled on the southeast quarter,
his sons and son-in-law, Shewman, taking the other three
quarters.
John Halderman, his son, came out with his family
the next year, accompanied by Samuel Teal and family,
who located on Aukerman creek. Abraham Halderman
was unmarried at the time of his settlement here, but he
afterwards married Sally Neff. He died about the year
I 8 I 1, and his death was one of the earliest in his neighborhood. He was buried on his farm. The family seem
to have been rather a remarkable one for longevity.
Christian Halderman died at the age of about ninety,
and John Halderman at about the age of eighty-seven,
December 28, 1858· His wife was l\lary Kinsey, by
whom he had nine children. There arc six, at present,
living, viz: Abraham, John, Cornelius, Mrs. Elizabeth
Stiles, Allen and Mrs. Chloe Andrews. Abraham who
resides in this township, and is one of its o!d<?st inhabitants, was born in Botetourt county, Virginia, September
g, 1797· His father, John Halderman, was one of the
first surveyors of Preble county, and Abraham has followed surveying more or less regularly ever since he was
seventeen. In 1825 he was married to Elizabeth, daughter of John Fisher, sr., and has had six children, three of
whom are living, viz: Catharine, widow of John H. Gale,
in West Alexandria; Eli in Lanier, south of West Alexandria, and Allen at New Paris.
John Kaylor settled in section thirty-four. He died
there many years ago, and the property fell to his children, but has since been sold.
Samuel Teal, a native of Maryland, and afterward a
resident of Virginia, came to Ohio in the fall of 18o6,
with John Halderman and family. He settled at the
mouth of Aukerman creek, buying out John Aukerman.
He was one of the first Dunkards in the county. He
died on the place where he settled in I8Ig, about fiftyseven years of age. There are only two children now
living of Samuel Teal: the aged widow or Christian
Sayler, in Gasper township, and Joseph N., in Noble
county, Indiana.
John Clawson, familiarly known as "the great Indian
fighter," was one of Lanier's earliest pioneers, having
settled on Banta's fork as early as I 8os. He was a native of Virginia, born about the year 1765. Reared in
the midst of the Indian depredations upon the white settlers in his native State, he formed, early in life, an intense
autipathy to the race, which clung to hitu through life.
About the year q88, he came down the Ohio and settled at the mouth of the Little Miami, where he lived
until his removal to this township. While residing there
he became a great hunter, and was somewhat celebrated
as an Indian spy. He would often lease the small settlement on the rivers, and go off into the wilderness with
his rifle and remain for weeks at a time. He would shoot
an Indian at sight. He had frequent encounters with

1

them, and had many narrow escapes, but always came
out victorious. He seemed bent upon the extermination of the race, and believed in inflicting the same
cruelties practiced by the savages, and always scalped his
victims. He was a man of great personal courage and
great physical strength. He resided in this township a
few years, and then moved down on Four Mile creek, in
Dixon township. In I8I8 he removed to the State of
Indiana where he died three years afterward. _
I >avid Osborn was one of the early settlers. He
located on the little stream named for him-Osborn's
branch-an eastern tributary of Twin.
John Price came at an early day and settled on the
farm, just west of where Alexandria now stands, which
was afterwards owned by Jacob Hell, and later by
Michael Klinger.
David Fouts emigrated to PrebJe·county from North
Carolina, in I 8o6, and settled on Banta's fork in Lanier
township, in section five. He resided there until his
death, in I 848, at the age of eighty-eight. ·
Frederick Fouts, the father of David, emigrated from
Germany. He was a coppersmith, and his great-grandson, Harvey Waymire, of West Alexandria, has a piece
of his handiwork, consisting of a spoon molds, which
are supposed to be one hundred and fifty years old.
David Fouts was the father of seven children, as follows: Michael, John, Catharine, Elizabeth, Sarah, Jonas
and David. All are now dead but David, who lives in
Wayne county, Indiana. Catharine was the wife of
George Miller, Eli7.abeth married George Whitesell, and
Sarah was the wife of Andrew Waymire. Andrew Waymire and wife lived and died in Lanier township, on a
part of the old Fouts homestead. Of their seven chi!·
dren five are residents of this county, namely: Mrs. Rosanna Siler, on the pike near Eaton; Mrs. Huldah
Sherkey, in Twin township; Mrs. Catharine Quinn, in
Washington township; Mrs. Elizabeth Lesh, on a part of
the old Fouts place; and Harvey, in West Alexandria.
John. lives in Indiana, and Mrs. Sarah Kinser, in Montgomery county.
The Wolf family were among the earliest pioneers of
the township. Michael Wolf, born in Lancaster county,
Pennsylvania, in I 77 I, was married to Christine Wheland, and with four children th~ removed to Ohio in
I 8os, and to Preble county ini8o6. They settled on Banta's fork in this township, entering a quarter section ofland
l\lichael Wolf died there in 1856, surviving his wife some
eight years. As early as I82o he built a saw mill on Banta's fork, which he carried on for twenty-five or thirty
years. Of a family of ten children all are now dead but
Samuel, who lives in Twin township. The other children who grew up were : David, Jonas, Mrs. Susannah
Guntle, Mrs. Sarah Sallee, Mrs. Catharine Wolf, Mrs. Samuel Widner. The widow of David Wolf, whose maiden
name was Eli1.abeth Shaffer, is still living with her son,
William, in this township.
Abraham and Albert Banta came from Virginia in
I 8o6. They were the first settlers on Banta's fork,
which circumstance gave the name to the stream. Abraham settled in this township on the Erhart farm, and AI-

.: ··.:

The subject of this brief sketch is the second child <Jf Jacob and
Elizabeth Fudge, a sketch of whom will be found in another part ol this
work. Her parents emigrated from Virginia at an early day and
settled in Lanier township, where their daughter :Susan was born
November 9, 1812. She received the best education which that early
community afforded, in a little log school-house of the true pioneer
type. Though her father and mother had a family of thirteen children,
ten of them were girls, and not until the seventh child was born was
there a boy in the family. On this account much of the heavier work
frll to the lot of the girls. Mrs. Gregg has vivid remembrance of
assisting her father in the work of clearing away brush, going to mill and
the like. Nor was she idle in the domestic circle. The spindle and
shuttle were her companions in the manufacture of linen, flannel and
cloth for home use. She was also accustomed to braid her own straw
hats and bonnets.
Thus she continued busily employed until January 27, 1833. when
she was married to Silas Gregg, who was born in Georgia, January 4,
r8o1, and when but four years of age came to Ohio with his parents,
who settled in Gratis township about one mile and a half south of
Vl'inchester, residing there until their death. Mr. Gregg's father, Silas
Gregg, was born April 29. 1759, and his mother, Rhoda, was born
March 6, 1764- They had eight children, three girls and li\·e boys, of
whom Jacob Gregg is the only survivor. The old people were of
English descent. They both died about the year r8so. Silas and
Susan Gregg went to housekeeping upon the old home farm, wherethey lived five years. In 1838, they removed to the present farm of
one hundred and sixty-three acres, in section twenty-seven of Lanier
township. At the time of their removal to this place about seventy
acres were cleared, and since then the area of plowed landh as become
over one hundred acres. The residence into which they moved consisted of what is now known as the old brick part, which was erected in
r8JO, by Jacob Brown, the building assuming its present dimensions in
1852, when Mr. Gregg built the frame addition. The bam, which is seen
In the view of Mr. Gregg's residence, was erected in 1840, and received
an addition tel' years ago. Fl'!bruary 27, 1856, Mr. Gregg was called
away by death, and his widow has occupied thP. place ever since. Mr.
Gregg left a family of seven children, four boys and three girls, one of

whom is deceased. The eldest, Nancy, was born May 25, r8,34. and
m:~rried Washington Ozias; she died in r86r, leaving two children,
Eliza A., born January 6, 1836, married Noah Coler, and resides in
Montgomery county. They have five children. William, who was born
April 17, 1837, married Lavina Smith, and after her death, married
Catharine Smith. He has one child by his first wife. Mary A., born
January 21, 1841, and resides with her husband, Robert H. \IJhite, just
west of Mrs. Gregg's; John, who was born March 13, rl43, married
Sarah A. Youn)!', by whom he has two children. He resides on the
home place with his mother, having the care ofthe farm; Elijah, born
January 5· 1847, married Eliza Morningstar by whom he has had one
child. They reside in this county.
Mr. Gregg at his death left his family in comfortable circumstances.
He was a faithful member of the Christian church at New Lexington,
to which church Mrs. Gregg still belong~. Mr. Gregg, by an upright
course through life, marked by many kind deeds, established for himself an unsullied reputation and won the esteem and honor of his fellow cttizens. His widow, finding herself in charge of the large farm,
did not flinch from the responsibilities which were suddenly thrown
upon her, and it is greatly to her credit that, instead of allowing the
property to decrease, as is so often tbe case under similar circumstances, she has largely added to its value. She purchased, su~uent to
her hu•band's death, eighty acres across the pike, just west of the
home place, which is now occupied by her son-in-law, Mr. White, and
one hundred and sixty acres of land in Wabash county, Indiana. She
has bought, also, with her son John, the old Dennison mill, on Twin
cref'k. Mrs. Gregg, in the management of the property, has had the
cordial assistance of her children, whom she raised to habits of industry
and econo111y. Her son John has the management of the home farm,
which consists of rich bottom land and productive upland. Con~ider
able corn and tobacco are raised. Being bordered on the e3st by Twin
creek. the low lands are well watered. Stock raising, though not made
a !pecialty, is an important industry on the Gregg farm. Looking at
the surrounding country from the point from which the view is taken.
the scenery is beautiful and the farm is one which any one might well
be proud to own.
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bert in Twin township, on the Lexington and Eaton
road.
Peter Banta came subsequently, and settled on the
farm north of Abraham Halderman. He was a preacher of the Christian denomination, and one of the earliest
of the neighborhood. He died in I836, in his sixty-sixth
year, and is buried on the Van Ausdal farm.
John Neff settled in this township in I8o6, coming
from Virginia. He settled on the farm where widow
Eikenberry now lives. He died in Randolph county,
Indiana. The only member of the family now living in
Preble county is Mrs. Isaac Eikenberry.
James Dennison, sr., and family came from Pennsylvania about the year 1807 or 18o8, and settled where
the Gregg mill now is, which mill his son, James, erected.
The father died in the early settlement of the township,
and his widow became the wife of William Swisher, one
of the early settlers, who afterwards moved on to "Four
Mile creek" in Dixon township. Thomas Dennison now
living in Niles, Indiana, is the only survivor of nine children. James resided at the mill, which he erected, until
a few years before his death, when he removed to Eaton.
He died in February, I863, aged about sixty-two or sixtythree years. His wife was a daughter of William Eidson.
The Eikenberrys were among the earliest settlers in
the southwest part of the township. Henry Eikenberry
and family, consisting of his wife and five children, and
his father, Peter Eikenberry, came out from Virginia in
1807. They settled where Isaac Eikenberry now lives.
They camped there for the first six weeks after their
arrival, during which they built a small log house and
moved into it. For a year after their settlement there
were, it is said, no other settlers nearer than three miles
of them. Peter Eikenberry died in the year I8oo, and
his was the first burial in the church graveyard near by.
Henry Eikenberry was born in Pennsylvania in 1772.
He removed to Virginia, where he afterwards married
Mary Landee. He died in 1828, and his wife survived
him many years. They raised seven children, named as
follows: Elizabeth, Samuel, Henry, Peter, Isaac, David,
and Benjamin. Elizabeth, Samuel, Peter, and David are
deceased. Henry was born in Virginia in I 8oo, and has
resided in the county ever since his settlement in I8o4,
a period of seventy-six years. He married Polly Holdaman, now dead. Isaac was born in I8o4, and was less
than a year old when the family moved here from Virgmta. He married Sally, daughter of John Neff. Benjamin resides in Iowa. Peter Eikenberry was born in
Preble county in 1804- He married Eliza Morningstar,
who was born in Maryland in 18o6. After his marriage
he settled where John Brubaker now lives, which farm
he eventually sold and moved to the place now occupied
by his widow and son Peter. He died there in 1862.
David Eikenberry married, in 1828, Hannah Cloyd,
and first settled about a mile north of where his widow
now lives. Some years afterwards he removed to the old
Cloyd homestead, which was settled by Stephen Cloyd in
I8o9. He died here in the spring of I88o.
William .Campbell, sr., was born in Greenbrier county,
Virginia, July 27, I78o. His father removed to near

Lexington, Kentucky, when William was but a lad. He
came in I8o7 or I8o8, then a young man, to this county
and located in Lanier township. He had learned the
tanning business in Kentucky, and soon after his arrival
here-in 18o8 or I8o9-he established a tannery near
Twin creek, southeast of where West Alexandria now
stands. The vats of this rude establishment were made
of hewed puncheons. Mr. Campbell followed the business for a number of years. He, afterwards, with two
others, run a line of stages from Hamilton to Eaton,
and also bought and sold horses, driving them to South
Carolina. About a year or two after he came to Lanier
he found a wife in th~ person of Elizabeth Van Ausdal,
daughter of John Van Ausdal, and began housekeeping
in a cabin where he had established his tannery, in section eleven. He died in Eaton J.une 16, 1837. His
wife survived him and died February 3, 18oo. They
raised five children. Maria, the eldest of the children
and only daughter, became the wife of Hon. Francis A.
Cunningham, and is now a widow residing in Eaton.
James is the present mayor of West Alexandria. John
V., attorney and ex-probate judge, resides in Eaton.
Isaac is deceased, and William a prosperous farmer in
Twin township. James Campbell, the only member of
the family now residing in Lanier, was born in this township August 29, 1812. In I844 he married Caroline
Dennison, daughter of James Dennison. Mrs. Campbell died, after a brief illness, September 7, I88o, aged
fifty-seven .
Jacob Lesh was born in Berks county, Virginia, in the
year I 793· When three years of age he removed with
his parents to Bedford county, Virginia, and in I 8o8
came to this county. He was united in marriage to
Mary Lautes, and shortly afterward settled in section
eighteen of this township, and resided there until his
death. His widow is still living at the advanced age of
eighty-seven. There are six children living, to-wit:
John, Aaron, and Mrs. Albaugh in this township, the
latter on the homestead; Jacob and Susannah in Missouri, and Daniel in Indiana.
Joel Young came to Preble county from Maryland
with his parents in 18og. His father, Henry Young, settled on Aukerman creek, near Winchester. Joel married
Maria Swihart, whose parents were early settlers in Gratis,
and located where his widow still lives. He died in I 86g,
aged about sixty-five. He had twelve children, eight of
whom are living, as follows : Mrs. Josiah Eikenberry,
Mrs. Christian Eikenberry, Isaac, David, Josiah, and
Flizabeth in Lanier, and Mrs. Brubaker and Amos in
Gratis. Daniel married Martha E. Longstreet, and resides on the pike west of West Alexandria.
Daniel Adney came from Virginia about the year I8o8
or 18og, and entered the farm now owned by Harvey
Heckman. Adney afterwards sold to Jacob Harter, and
Harter to John Clawson. Clawson was called the "great
Indian fighter," deriving this soubn"quel presumably from
his brushes with the Indians.
Samuel Mitchell, in 18o8, settled on the farm now
owned by Henry Rinehart, northeast quarter of section
twenty-nine.
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William Smith entered the southeast quarter of section
twenty in I8o7, which he subsequently sold to Luke
Vorhis.
James Cloyd came from Botetourt county, Virginia,
with his family, consisting of his wife and seven children,
in the fall of I 81 o. They wintered on Bear creek, in
Montgomery county, and the next spring moved to Preble
and settled on section twenty-six, where the widow of
Eikenberry now lives. He died in r8r6, and four of the
family, one son and three daughters, are now living, of
whom Stephen, now aged eighty-two, and living in the
northeast part of Lanier township, is the oldest. One of
the daughters, Mrs. Leslie, lives in Darke county; Mrs.
Swihart in l\lontgomery, and Mrs. David Eikenberry in
this township, where her father settled in r8ro.
Jacob Deardorff was born in York county, Pennsylvania, December 27, ;781. When about nine years of age
he moved with his father, Peter Deardorff, to Botetourt
county, Virginia. While yet a young man he came to
this county, and or. the twenty-sixth day of January, I8r r,
he married Elizabeth Lesh. They began their married life
in a cabin on the Joseph Potterf (now David Ockerman)
farm, in section eight, and lived there until their own cabin
in section eighteen was erected, where they took up their
abode in the spring of 1812. Mr. Deardorff was a millwright by trade, but was skilful in woodcraft, being able
to make almost any article of household utility. He also
made plows having wooden mould-boards, fanning mills,
and other farming implements. He assisted in the carpenter work of the old Nesbit building at Lexington,
built in r8rr.. He lived to be about seventy-four years
old, dying January 27, 1856, on the farm on which he
first permanently settled. His wife died previously. He
was the father of nine children, six of whom survive, viz.;
Peter, a silversmith in Philadelphia; Jacob, in this township; Samuel, in Washington township; Benjamin, on the
pike east of Eaton; Rebecca, in Dayton, and Silas, in
Miami county, Indiana. Jacob married Sally, daughter
of Daniel Harter, and is a prosperous farmer; Benjamin
was married in 1854 to Miss Sarah R. Trout, who died
two years afterward, and two years subsequent to her
death he was married again to Miss Susannah Harter.
He began teaching school soon after he became of age,
and taught regularly and irregularly for a number of terms
until his marriage, when he purchased and commenced
farming on the old homestead. During the period of his
school teaching he held the office of county school examiner, and after he began farming he served several years
as county commissioner.
Isaac Banta was born in Lanier township, Ohio, in the
year I812, and came to Preble county at an early date
with his parents, Peter and Effie Banta. They settled in
Lanier township on Banta creek. His wife was Anna
Reed, who bore him ten children, only two of whom
survive: Hannah M., wife of George Harter, of California, and James Banta. Before his death, which occurred in the year 1847, Mr. Banta was a minister of the
Christian church.
James Banta, eldest son of the above, was born in
I8JI, and is now residing in Washington township. His

first wife was Eliza Jane Halderman, by whom he had
two children, one of whom still survives. Mrs. Banta
died in I86r at the age of twenty-five. In r865 he married Elizabeth Chri~man, who was born in 1839· Five
children were born them, all of whom are living. After
his first matriage, Mr. Banta settled in Lanier township,
where he lived for ten years. He then moved to 'I:win
township.. In 1876 he moved to Preble county and
settled in Washington township. He is the owner of a
fine farm of over one hundred and forty acres. While in
Twin township he held the office of township trustee for
several years, and has for several years been president of
the school board.
Joseph Harter entered the land where Jacob Deardorff
now lives, and after making an improvement sold to his
brother, Daniel, about I812, and moved away. Daniel
resided here until his death.
Jacob Heckman, who was born in Pennsylvania in
177 I, emigrated from Virginia to Ohio in the winter of
I8I 1. He settled where his son, Isaac Heckman now
lives, and died there in I85+ Mary Heckman, his wife,
died some fifteen years before. They were the parents
of six children, viz: Anna, Helen, David, Catharine,
Isaac and Barbara. Anna was the wife of Henry Brow
er, and Helen the wife of Abraham Wimmer; Catharine_
is now the widow of Joseph C. Harter, and resides in
Indiana; Barbara became the wife of John Werhley.
Isaac, who has ever since occupied the old farm where
his father settled in I8I r, was born January 9, 18o3.
He married in 1825 Mary Young, who was born in Maryland in I807. Mr. and Mrs. Heckman have had ten
children, nine of whom are still living. Christian Siler
was born in Bourbon county, Virginia, in 1 794- In
I 81 I he emigrated to Preble county and settled on a
farm now owned by Eli Fisher. In 1823 he married
Miss Hannah Nichum, who Wl\'i born in Kentucky, in
r8or, and came to this county with her parents in I812.
John Nichum, her father, was in the war of I812.
There have been born to Christian and Hannah Siler
eight children, two of whom are deceased. The survivors
are Margaret, Chloe, Catharine, Nancy Jane, Susan B.
and Clementine.
John Black and his family, consisting of his wife,
Catharine, and children, John (his wife and one child),
Frederick, Sarah, Susan, Jacob, Elizabeth, Polly and
Abraham emigrated to Preble county from Rockingham
county, Virginia, in the year I 8 I 2. The father purchased
some four hu'ldre.d acres of land in sections number
three and four, a short distance south of where West
Alexandria now stands, and this land has always reJnained and is now in possession of the family. John
Black, sr., was born December I J, I7 s6, and died in
I826. He was a Revolutionary soldier. His wife died
in I853· They raised a family of nine children, the
youngest of whom, Catharine, was born after the settlement of her parents here. She now resides in Wabash
county, Indiana, and is the wife of Solomon Oswalt
Sarah (now the widow of Samuel Moore) resides in
Montgomery county, 0., and is now in her eighty-eighth
year. These two are the only survivors of the family.
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John, jr., married Barbara and raised six children,
three of whom are now living, viz: John in Illinois,
Joseph in West Alexandria, and Mary Ann, wife of Joseph Jones, in this township also.
Frederick Black was born in 1793; was married in
IBIS to Susannah Montie whose father, Christopher
Montie, came from Augusta county, Virginia, in 181o or
I8I I, and settled in the south part of Lanier township.
Frederick Black died in 1861, and his wife in February
23, I869, aged seventy-seven. They raised but two children, Samuel and John. The latter died in Darke
county, in I877. Samuel resides in West Alexandria,
where he has been engaged in merchandizing for the last
thirteen years. He was born in 1817, and has been
twice married, first to .Mary Ann Caton, and for his second wife Harriet Johnson. Frederick Black served six
months in the War of I812.
Abraham Black was born July 30, 18o7, and was married to Nancy Stoner, April I6, I83o. He entered the
service of the Government in October, 186I, in the
Thirty-fifth regiment Ohio volunteer infantry, and was
discharged at Chattanooga, Tennessee, in September,
I864. He died May q, I87S· His widow is still living.
She is the mother of three boys and three girls, three of
whom are living, viz : David, who married Mary Ann
Porter, and lives on a portion of the homestead; Catharine, widow of J. L Cupp, in West Alexandria, and Samuel S., where his grandfather settled.
Abraham Brower emigrated from Rockingham county,
Virginia, to Montgomery county, Ohio, about the year
18o1. He resided in Montgomery county until ISis,
when he moved to Preble and settled on Banta's creek,
south of West Alexandria, on what is now the Potter£
farm. He cleared this farm, or a considerable part of it,
and erected a saw-mill on the creek near by. He lived there
until his death, in I82I. He was born in Rockingham
county, Virginia.
His wife, Elizabeth, survived him
many years. Her maiden name was Harter. They were
the parents of twelve children. The survivors are Catharine, wife of John Hart, Nancy, widow of George Teal,
Joseph, George, Susannah (Parker), Abraham, Elizabeth,
wife of Isaac Hart, Henry, and Christina, wife of William
Campbell. Mrs. Hart, Joseph, George, Henry and Mrs.
Campbell reside in this county. The rest live in the west.
Joseph Brower was born in I8o7; married Maria Spatty
in 1838, and resides one mile east of West Alexandria.
He has been, with the exception of a few months, a resident of the township since ISis. A daughter is the wife
of Dr. Tillson, of West Alexandria. George Brower resides in Euphemia, Harrison, township. He was born
in Montgomery county, Ohio, in I8Io, and was married
to Christina Swihart in 1837, and after her death again
married. Henry, who lives in this township, was born in
1819, and in 1839 was united in marriage to Catharine
Nevinger, who died in r86s. His oldest son, Albert,
was married to May Black in 1877, daughter of Joseph
Black, and occupies his father-in-law's farm near West
Alexandria.
Jacob Brower moved in in the year I8rs. He was
born in Virginia in 1772, and died in this township in
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1822.
His wife was Anna Rudy, who was born in
1789 and died in 1876. They had eleven children born
to them, of whom the following named are now living :
Daniel, John, Sarah (Fouts), Jacob, and Susannah, wife
of Daniel Dillman. Daniel Brower was born in the State
of Virginia in I8o3, and came to Ohio with his father in
ISis.
Jacob Sorber, born in Pennsylvania in 178s, came to
Preble county with a family of wife and four children in
1816, and settled on Twin creek, where the grist-mill
southeast of \Vest Alexandria now stands. Sorber was a
millwright by trade, and soon after his settlement put up a
saw-mill on Twin, and sawed the lumber used in the construction of most of the buildings in the neighborhood.
In 1832 or I833 he built the grist-mill now owned by Mr.
Brower, and carried on the milling business for many
years. He died June, I848, aged sixty-three years. His
wife, Catharine (Wescoe), died in I863, aged seventyseven. Of nine children, four daughters are now living,
as follows : Mrs. Anna Potterf, widow of David Potterf,
in West Alexandria; Mrs. Judy Coover, in Greenville,
Ohio; Mrs. Sarah Brower, in Crawfordsville, Indiana;
and Susannah, wife of Lewis Drayer, in West Alexandria.
Henry Eidson, sr., was a native of Bedford county,
Virginia, and removed to Preble county in I!h6. He
settled near where Enterprise now is, in section fourteen
and resided there until his death. He was a zealous and
prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal church,
and is regarded as the father of Methodism in the community in which he lived. His house was for many
years a preaching place and a home for the preachers of
his church, and the first meeting-house erected by the
denomination in the township was on his farm. He died
February 2, I847, aged sixty-nine years and ten months.
He had four sons and several daughters. The sons were
Shelton, Boyce, Henry and William. Only two of the
children- one son and one daughter-now survive, viz.:
Mrs. Nancy Borden, in Olney, Richland county, Illinois,
and Dr. William H. Eidson, in Liberty, Jasper county, in
the same State. Henry Eidson, jr., who occupied the
homestead, was a justice of the peace for some time in
this township, and a leading citizen. Two sons of Boyce
Eidson, who died in Johnsville, Montgomery county, G.
H. Eidson and W. A. Eidson, reside in Eaton.
John Fisher, sr., emigrated to this township from Virginia in the fall of I8q, and settled on the farm now
owned by his son Eli. He was born in Rockbridge
county, Virginia, February 23, 1770, and died at the
homestead in this township, January 2s, I 844. His wife,
Catharine (Humbert), survived him some twenty years,
and was eighty-four at the time of her death. Mr.
Fisher was an industrious, hard-working man, and died
possessed of a large property, which he divided among
his children. The most prominent trait of his character
is said to have been his benevolence. He was the father
of twelve children, eight of whom survive, as follows:
Elizabeth, wife of Abram Halderman, and Jacob H.
(who married Lavina Holsman), living in this township;
Mrs. Jacob Dillman and Mrs. Henry Rupsam and Eli,
who married Phebe Kesler, in Eaton; David, in West
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Alexandria, married Margaret Sample; Susannah Switzer,
and Joseph, who married Christina Harter, residing in
Washington township.
Peter Rinehard, Elijah Pappaw, George Morningstar,
and others, came from Botetourt county, Virginia, in the
year I8q. They came by way of Cincinnati, and were
two days in effecting a pas~age across the Ohio river,
being obliged to construct tor the purpose a raft out of
logs and boards to carry their wagons and stock across.
Peter Rinehard settled in section twenty-one on the farm
now owned by William Wright. He died in the fall of
• I85o, at an advanced age.
Elijah Pappaw settled in Gasper township, but moved,
in I833, to Darke county.
William Wright, sr., came at this same time, being
then a mere boy. He worked for Abraham Rinehard
for a number of years and afterward married Eva Rinehard, daughter of Peter Rinehard, and moved onto the
farm where Henry Rinehard now lives. He subsequently settled on the farm now owned and occupied by John
T. Shaw, and resided there until his death, which took
place in I864, at the age of sixty-three years. His wife
died a few months before. They had eight sons and
three daughters, two of whom are dead. The others
are: James, living in Illinois; Peter, Jacob, John, and
Mrs. Elizabeth Gill, in Indiana; Andrew, in Darke
county, Ohio; William, who married Anna Heckman, in
I857, and occupies the old Rinehard homestead; David
and Mrs. Thomas Morningstar, in this township.
George F. Zitzer was born in Baden, Germany, August 5, 1782. He married, in 18I8, Mrs. Catharine
Frey, whose maiden name was Mangold. Their acquaintance was formed during their passage across the
ocean to this country in I8I7, and were married in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Mr. Zitzer was by trade a cabinetmaker, and in 1824 he came to Ohio and established
himself in that business in West Alexandria, and continued in it for many years with great success. His wife
died January 24, I86o, aged sixty-seven, and he seven
years subsequently, in his eighty-fifth year. They raised
a family of seven children. The son, Mr. John Zitzer,
of West Alexandria, came there with his parents in I824,
and has continuously resided in the place ever since, a
period of fifty-six consecutive years. He has lived in
the town a longer period than any other inhabitant, with
the exception of Mrs. Alexander. Mr. Zitzer continued
the business formerly conducted by his father and it is
now carried on by his son George L. The other surviving children of Frederick Zitzer are : Mrs. Elizabeth
Heister, who lives in Montgomery county, Ohio; Mrs.
Sally Singer, in Lewisburgh; Mrs. Susan Coplentz, in
Springfield, Ohio, and Mrs. Louisa Ridenour, in Indiana.
Samuel Gregg settled in West Alexandria in I828.
He was born in Pennsylvania in 1797, and was married
in October, I82I 1 to Sarah Miller, who died in West Alexandria July 23, 1829. In March, I831, he was married by N. Benjamin, esq., to Sarah Martin, who is still
living, at the age of seventy-nine. Mr. Gregg is probably
the oldest shoemaker in the county. He commenced
working at the trade in 18o8, and has followed it, with the

exception of brief intervals, ever since, and still works at
the last at the age of eighty-three. He has never been
farther away from West Alexandria since his settlement
in the town than Dayton, and has yet to take his first
ride on the cars.
Abraham Fisher settled in this county in the year 1829,
having emigrated from Franklin county, Pennsylvania.
He first settled in Montgomery county, near Dayton, but
after a residence there of eighteen months, removed to
Gratis township, in this county, near Winchester. He
was born in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, in the
year I8os. His wife, Lydia, died in I839· Mr. Fisher
resides with his son, David, who, of the six children, is
the only one now residing in this county. David, in
1848, was married to Sarah, daughter of Christian Neff.
She died November 24, I878, and he was again married
June I 3, I 88o, to Christina Deeter, of Miami county, Ohio.
Jacob Trout was married in the spring of I 83 r to
Elizabeth Bowman, and in the fall of the same year emigrated from Rockingham county, Virginia, to Preble
county, and settled in Lanier township, having previously
purchased two hundred and twenty acres in section
twenty-eight. He died in the spring of 187 5, aged
seventy-four. His widow, born in July, 1809, still occupies the old homestead. Their children were eight in
number, all of whom are now deceased but two---Mary
Jane, wife of Alfred Johnson, living with their mother,
and Caroline Elizabeth, wife of John Halderman, of
West Alexandria.
John Michael Buehner, born in Germany in the year
1783, emigrated to the Unite~ States with his wife, Augusta, and five sons, in the fall of I833· He settled in
Butler county, and lived there until 1839, when he came
to Preble county and bought one hundred and sixty acres
of land in Lanier township, which is now owned by
Charles F. Buehner, his son. He died there in 1856,
but the widow is still living, at the age of seventy-five.
The family consisted of seven children, two of whom
were born in this country. The names of the surviving
children are as follows: John M., who married Christina
Campbell, and now lives in Washington township;
Charles F., who married, in I8SI, Margaret Pappaw, and
occupies the old homestead in this township; Gotlieb,
who lives in Wabash county, Indiana; Mrs. Leah Ailer,
and Ann Dorothy, wife of William H. Laird, both living
in this township.
Joseph Potterf, oldest son of Gasper Potterf, the
pioneer of Gasper township, was a resident of Lanier,
and operated the old oil mill, south of West Alexandria,
for some time. He married Elizabeth Kesling, and had
a family of thirteen children. He died, in 1859, while
temporarily residing in Iowa, at the age of sixty-seven.
His wife died September 30, · I872, aged seventy-six
years and six months. Nine of the children are living
as follows: James and Samuel, in Defiance; George T.
and Mrs. Esther Fouts, in Lanier; Mrs. Saur, in West
Alexandria; Joseph, ir. Washington township; Mrs. Dunlap and Mrs. Singer, in Iowa; and Mrs. Ozias, in Kansas.
George T. Potterf married Susan Ozias, and occupied
the old Brower place, south of \Vest Alexandria.

JACOB FUDGE.
The subject of this memoir was one of the earliest pioneers of the
county and a prominent and valued citizen for considerably more than
half a century. He was born in Rockingham county, Virginia,
December 26, r779. His father died when he wa s about three
years of age, leaving a wife and two small boys, Jacob and David.
The mother subsequently re-married and the family removed to
Kentucky. They resided in Kentucky until Jacob was about
fourteen , when they emigrated to Warren county, Ohio, settling
where Lebanon now stands. Some six years afterward they settled on Clear creek, in the same county, near Springsborough.
After living there a few years Jacob and his brother David, having attained their majority, concluded to strike out for themselves . They
made their way to what is now Lanier township, Preble county, Ohio,
and purchased five hundred acres of land on Twin creek, in sections
thirty-four and thirty-five. This tract is now occupied by F. N. and
Jacob Fudge, and is as rich and productive a soil as the county affords.
At the time of the purchase Jacob Fudge was obliged to go to Cincinnati to make a payment and receive the p3tent for the land. Cincinnati, now a city of a quarter of a million of inhabitants, was then
a mere village, situated on the outskirts of civilization, and the court
house in which Mr. Fudge transacted his business consisted of the upper story of a log building. While in the "city" he was offered a
real estate investment, which had he accepted, would have proven a
most fortunate one for him . but he preferred his broad acres in the
wilderness on Twin creek, to a few acres in the embryo city. Mr.
Fudge finally became possessed of his brother's share in the Twin
tract, having exchanged lands on Price's creek for it. When Preble
county was organized Mr. Fudge was elected to the office of sheriff,
and was therefore the first incumbent of that office in the county.

MRS. JACOB FUDGE.
But he had no fondness for official life, and it is said that he even
bought an admirer a gallon of whiskey on condition that he would not
urge his election as a candidate for a certain office. This is in striking
contrast to the practice in vogue at the present dav.
Mr. Fudge was an unostentatious. hard-working. industrious man.
attending strictly to his own affairs. His early education was of necessity neglected, but he was a man of sound judgment, and prospered
in his worldly affairs. He was not a member of any church, but inclined to the V niversalist belief.
He was united in marriage November 14, 1810, to Elizabeth, daughter of Gasper Potter!, the pioneer of the township which perpetuates
his name. Mrs. Fudge was born Februarv 10, 1790, in Rockingham
county, Virginia. They began married life in a log cabin on the hiU
west of where their son, Jacob, now lives. In r819 Mr. Fudge erected
a brick dwelling-a two-story with a story and a half wing-one of the
earliest brick houses in the county, and a stately structure for those
days. He died March 27, 1863, aged eighty-three years and three
months. His wife survived him several years, and died February 3·
1869. They were the parents of thirteen children, 5e\'en of whom survive: Malinda (Pense), born August 23, 1811, now deceased; Susan
(Gregg), born November 9. 1812; Nancy (Pense), born February 16,
1814, deceased ; Lucinda, born September 6, 1815, died unmarried ;
Sarah (Kesling), born July 28, r817, deceased ; Eliza Ann {Christman).
born September 6, r819; David , born June 26, 1821, died in California
in 1850; Elizabeth M. (Harlan), born June 29, 1823 ; Margaret (Wieland) born May 23, 1825, deceased; Ftanklin N., born December rs.
r826; Seraphina {Shaw), born April 8, r829; Armina (Gifford), born
April r8, r832 ; Jacob, born July r3, r837.

ELDER JAMES NEAL
1

was born in Franklin county, Kentucky, May 7, r8o8. His p.~ternal
great-grandfather emigrated from England, and his maternal ancestors
came from Ireland. His grandfather, John Neal, settled in Kentucky
at a very early day. His father, Benjamin Neal, one of seven children,
was born in Kentucky in 1777· He grew up as farmer boy, and when
quite young, was married in Kentucky, to Mary Sellers, the daughter
of Nathan and Sarah Sellt!rs. She was born in Westmoreland county,
Pennsylvania, May 3· 1776. The young couple lived first in Bourbon,
and then in Franklin county, Kentucky, and raised seven of their nine
children. Sarah married William Dugb>ins, and both are dead.
Nathan is in Fontain county, Indiana. James was tht! next child. Jane,
wife of Levi Fleming, is dead. Benjamin and John are in Emon, as is
also Mary A., the wife of Georgi! Wagoner.
When James was in his fourth year, in the fall of t8rr, his parents,
in company with his mother's parents, emigrated to Preble county,
where old Mr. Sellers t!ntered land two and a half miles south of Eaton.
Forty acres of this land were occupied by the Neal family. At th<' time
of their emigration the journey was made by wagon, and was long and
tedious. During two months after their arrival they li•·ed in an open
faced pole shanty. They moved into their round log cabin ere the
puncheon floor had been laid. The chimney was of the "cat and clay"
style, and the back wall and jams of the huge fire-place were of clay.
Mr. Sellers built an Indian proof block house, with bullet proof walls
pierced by port holes at convenient distances apart. The l'redatory
warfare of the Indians frequt!ntly caused the settlers to transfer their
families to the block-house.
Mr. Neal well remembers how, one night, during an Indian alarm,
he and his playmates were hastily concealt!d in the clay pit whence the
material for the chimney had beP.n taken. Happily the alarm was
false, and the scared little prisoners wt!re soon libt!rated.
Mr. Neal's father was exempted from the War of 1812, on account
of ill health.
Mr. Neal was early inured to pioneer hardships. Schools were few
and far between. He attended for a time a school on Rocky fork, having to blaze his path through the woods in order to find the way home.
His father, after clearing and improving much of his land and living

on it for ten or twelve )'Cars, ~old it, and bought a lot, and built a house
in l'<ew Lexington.
Mr. Neal removed with his father and worked on breaking bark in
Nisbit's tannt!ry. Aftt!r the death of his father in 1822, the family removed to a farm just northeast of Eaton. James' oldest brother leaving home to lt!arn a trade, left him with the management of the farm.
Soon after this they moved into a hewt!d log house on Barron street, in
Eaton. For two years Mr. Neal supported the family by day's laoor.
Then his mother married Thomas Fleming, who took the family first
to Darke county, and finally settled about three and a half miles south
of Eaton. At this time Mr. Neal learned the blacksmith trade on the
farrn of George Leas, on the Camden pike. He finished his apprenticeship with Dame! Mack, of Somerville. While in Somerville, June
7, 1827, he married Ruth, the daughter of Courtland ancl Susan Lambert, native Kentuckians, who settled near Friendship church, near
which Mr. Lambt!rt had a little grist-mill. Their daughter was born
in Kentucky, September 1, t8o8.
Soon after Mr. Neal's marriage he started in the l:olacksmilh business
on the south line of Dixon township, cooking in an old log schoolhouse, and living in the adjoining house erected for the use of the
school-master. After two years removing 10 Vermillion county, Illinois, near Danville, the county seat. he remained there two years
and twt!nty days, working at his trade and farming. Compelled by
sickness and misfortune to return to Ohio, he found a home on Paint
creek, on the southeast comer of Silas Dooley's farm, where he built
fi~t a log shop and afterwards one of brick.
While living here an incident occurred which illustrates the pluck and indomitable pei'SPverance which has always characterized the actions of Mr. Neal. !laving had ten cords of wood cut for conversion into charcoal, he dug a
pit in the frozen ground from which to obtain the earth to throw over
the wood before setting it on fire. So hard was the frozen ground that
it had to be quarried in great chunks. After the wood had been tired,
Mr. Neal remained for five days and nights without rest or sleep. At
one time the fire penetrated the earth covering, and Mr. Neal in his
anxiety to repair the breach, fell into the tire, which almost swallowed
him up ere he could escape.
During all the time that he was attending to this work the weather

was intensely cold, and Silas Dooley was accustomed to come O\"er every
morning to see if his friend had survived the bitterness of the night.
After remaining on Paint creek for five years he removed to a farm of
one hundred acres in Jackson township, on the Indiana line. After remaining there se\'enteen years he removed to Eaton, in the property on
Cherry street, opposite Fulton's blacksmith shop. In 1854 he removed
to his present farm of one hundred and thirty acres, three miles east of
Eaton, on the Dayton pike.
When he first moved to this place only
about thirty acres were cleared, and there were no improvements. At
first he lived in a deserted frame school-house, which had been removed
The present house and barn were erected in t855, the
to the farm.
building of which was personally superintendl"d hy himself. This farm
is now considered to be one of the best improved in the neighborhood.
l\lr. and :.Irs. Neal have nin<' children, sc,·cn of whom lived to years
of maturity, six of whom survive. Benjamin died in infancy. Mary
Ann, who was born in Illinois, where she now lives, is the wife of Jacob
Johnson. Sarah is the wife of Aaron Brandon, of Illinois. Susannah
died in Eaton in 1853· aged twenty-one years. John li\·es in Eaton.
Johannah. the namesake of old Mrs. Dooley, died in infancy. Nathan
W. and Elizabeth)., the wife of John Kitson, lives in Illinois. William C. ant! family live on the home place.
Mr. Neal's domestic life was saddened by the almost life-long derangement of his wife. whom he faithfully cared for until death released
her, April 6, 1879·
\\'ere the abo,·e the life history of :\-lr. Neal it would be creditable in
itself. hut a M.-cond and more important chapter remains.
In the year t8J2, while living in lllinois, he was converted to Christianity, and joined the Christian church. Immediately after his conversion, feeling constrained to speak in public, he became an exhorter,
much against his natural inclinations. After removing to Ohio he continued public speaking, and in 1834 attended conference as a licentiate.
\\'hil<' attending conference at Rethrl chapel, \\'arrcn cottnt)". he con-

sented to become a regular minister, 'and in 1835 was installed, and ordained pastor of the Paint church, by Elders David Purviance and Nathan Worley. During his twelve years pastorate at Paint he received
but fifty-eight dollars cash for salary. For one year, being too poor to
own a horse, he walked to and from his appointment, a distance of
twelve miles, through all kinds of weather. He reorganized the Bank
Spring church, and was pastor for eighteen years. Organizing the
churches at West Florence and Union C..napel, he served the fonner
seven years and a half in all, and the latter seventeen years.
He
preached one year in Eaton, and after 1854 was pastor of the Bethlehem
church for twenty years. He preached in all five years at Philhpsburgh,
Montgomery county. Not long ago he reorganized the New \Vestville
church.
Above are noted the mile-stones in a faithful minister"s hfe. During
the forty-five years of Elder Neal's ministry he has received not less than
one thousand members into the church, baptized eight hundred,
preacllL'd eight hundred funeral sermons, and married se,·en hundred
couples. His salary has averaged less than twenty-fi,·e dollars per annum. Pioneer preachers worked literally on the apostolic plan.
Next to the Purviances Elder Neal was the pioneer representative of
his church in Preble county. To-day he alone is a living monument of
the early ministry. Taking into consideration the vicissitudes of his
life, his success is wonderful. Being well read in the Scriptures he ne,·er
lacked the material, and only needed the art of discourse. In a serit-.;
of twenty-four lessons in Green leafs gram mer he obtained mastery on·r
the English language, and many a night he studied hy the light of a
hark torch, doing all this after beginning to preach.
Mr. Neal always speaks extempomneously. In years gone by no
man had a better \"Oice for singing than he. To-dav, though approaching four score years, he is as able to preach now as e\·cr, and expects tu
die in the harness.
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George B. Unger, born in Lancaster county,· Pennsyl·
vania, in 18o8, came to Ohio, and located in West Alexandria, in 1831. He was, by trade, a tailor, but gave it
up to accept a clerkship with N. L. Derby, and later was
in the employment of J. H. Gale. He married, in 1832,
Mary Sorleer, who died in 1837. In 1840 he married
Sarah Hart, and after her death, he married for his third
wife, in 1848, Caroline Gale, who is still living. He has
had seven children, four by his first wife. and three by
his second. Two are living-Aaron, of Unger, and
Derby and John, of Eaton.
Jonathan Ridenour settled upon the southeast quarter
of section sixteen, in 1836. He was one of the earliest
pioneers of the county, having first lived in Israel township. In the history of that township mention of the
settlement of the family is made. The west half of the
Ridenour homestead is now occupied by the widow
of Casper Ridenour, son of Jonathan. Casper Ridenour died in May, 188o, at the age of forty-seven. In
the spring of 1873, he married Miss Mary Pontius, of
Twin township, who was born in 1847. 1\hs. Ridenour
has two children.
John H. Coffman and family, with his brothers,
Daniel and Andrew, came to Preble county, from
Washington county, Maryland, in 1836. They located where Enterprise now is, which village, or a
part of it, John H. Coffman laid out. Their broth·
ers, Jacob, David, Joseph and Isaac, also came out,
and all made a settlement here, with the exception of
Joseph. John H. died a few years since, in 1877. He
is buried in the Methodist Episcopal church cemetery,
at Enterprise. Jacob moved to Illinois, and finally to
Colorado, where he died. David is living in Montgomery county. Joseph and Isaac are deceased. Daniel
is now living at West Alexandria, and Andrew, at Eaton.
Daniel was married, in 1840, to Margaret Naef, andresided on a farm near Enterprise, until about eleven years
ago, when he removed to the farm he now occupies, on
the pike just west of West Alexandria. Andrew married
Elizabeth Walters, of Camden, where he resided in 1845.
In 1850 he moved on a farm in Dixon township, and
three years afterward, to West Alexandria, where he
operated a mill for three years. In 1856 he moved to
Eaton, where he has since been engaged in business.
Josiah Davis, born in Buxton center, Maine, in 181o,
married Harriet Jane Gale, of Massachusetts, in 1835•
and in 1838 removed to Preble county. He began in a
small way in the grocery business in West Alexandria, and
continued actively in business for upwards of forty years.
He was a careful and industrious business man, and acquired a good property. He died September, 1878.
For two years previous to his death his business was
managed by his only son, John E., who was a partner.
His widow is still living in West Alexandria. His other
children are Mrs. Harriet A. Eastman, Mrs. Mary A.
Huston, of West Alexandria; Mrs. Eliza C. Halderman,
of New Paris, and Mrs. Bertha A. Crume, of Peru,
Indiana
Nathaniel L. Derby, a native of New Hampshire, married Martha M. Gale, and came to Ohio in 1838. He
36
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opened a small grocery in West Alexandria, and continued in business there, with the exception of two or
three years, until 1847, when he was succeeded by John
H. Gale. His health failing him, he went to Saratoga
Springs, New York, and died there in 1848. His only
'iurviving child, E. L. Derby, is a member of the firm of
Unger & Derby, of West Alexandria.
Lewis Drayer was born in Ayer township, Bedford
county, Pennsylvania, . in 1812, and when six years of
age, came with his parents to Montgomery county, Ohio.
In the fall of 1839 he was united in marriage to Susannah
Sorber, daughter of Jacob Sorber. Mrs. Drayer was
born in 182o. Mr. Drayer removed in 1864, from his
farm in Twin township to West Alexandria, where he still
resides.
John N. Clemmer moved into this county in the spring
of 1840. His father was an early settler in Montgomery
county, Ohio, ha\·ing emigrated from Virginia John N.
was born in Montgomery county in 1819~ He married
Phebe Herbaugh, of the same county; and after their removal to this township they resided for a couple of
months in a log cabin on Twin creek, belonging to Daniel
Fisher, when he erected the house he now lives in. The
land was then owned by his father, and at the time he
took up his residence on it, there were about nine acres
cleared. He began as a renter, and paid rent for some
four or five years, when he received from his father
seventy-nine acres in lieu of one thousand five hundred
dollars, which some of the other children received.
By industry and good management Mr. Clemmer has
from a small beginning become one of the wealthiest
farmers of the township, his several farms comprising
some six hundred acres of land, and all of them well improYed.
John Fadler was born in Germany in the year 1828.
After his emigration to this country, he remained in
Pennsylvania a few months, and then went to Wisconsin.
In 1852 he came to Cincinnati, and subsequently to
Preble county, where he has since lived. He moved to
his present location in section fifteen, in 1870. His wife
was Mary Elizabeth, daughter of George and Mary Ann
Sauer, whom he married in 186o.
Michael Focht moved to Preble county in the spring
of 1853, from Montgomery county. He was born in
Berks county, Pennsylvania, in 1814, and removed to
Montgomery county with his father at an early day, and
is, at present, residing in that county near Miamisburgh.
He has been twice married, and has had eleven children
by his first wife, who was Magdalene Swinney before marriage. He has nine surviving children, viz: Lucinda
(Bouer), John and William (twins), Mary (Wright), Lydia
A. (Snavely), Catharine (Street), Jane (Gazelle), Michael,
Mahala (Andrews), Flora (Mathews), and Addie (Neff).
Alfred and Douglas are deceased. John, born in 1838,
married for his first wife, Elizabeth Patterson, and for his
second wife, Kate Hull. He was in the army three
years, from 1862 to 1865, as private in company E, Sixtythird Ohio volunteer infantry.
William Gilbert now residing in this township in section
thirty-six, was born in 1 8:z6, and emigrated with his
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--------------------------family from Maryland to Ohio about the year 1854· His
father, Isaac Gilbert, and family came at the same time.
They settled in Montgomery county, where the father
died some years since, over seventy years of age. In
1865 William moved to Preble county, and settled in
this township. He married Julia Ann Clark, and has
had four children, only one of whom is now living.
Peter Smith became a resident of West Alexandria in
the summer of 1859. He was born in Lancaster county,
Pennsylvania, in 1823, and came to Ohio With his father
in 1828. The family resided in Stark county until 1832,
when they removed to Montgomery county. H e was
married in 1856, to Elizabeth Williamson. He was
engaged in the mercantile business in West Alexandria,
with signal success for nearly twenty years.
John H . Gale, now deceased, was formerly one of the
leading and most acti\·e busines., men of West Alexandria_ He was a native of New England, but in early life
came to Ohio. After residing for a time in Ivlontgomery
county, where, we believe, he was engaged as clerk in a
store, he came to West Alexandria, where he resided
until his death. He was chiefly engaged during his life
in merchandising, and erected the building in West Alexandria now occupied by Messrs. Unger & Derby. He
was also engaged in the milling business in partnership
with Ivfr. Stotler, his brother-in-law, and Mr. Glander,
which firm erected the flouring mill on Twin creek, east
of town. His widow (formerly i'.Iiss Halderman) still
resides in West Alexandria.
John Motter emigrated to Ohio from Maryland with
his wife and two children, about the year 1830. He first
settled in Ashland county, and resided there until 1840,
when he moved to Iowa. Returning to Ohio he settled
in Montgomery county. He moved to Preble in 1J358,
buying out the old Parker farm, near West Alexandria,
where he lived until his death, in 1861, aged sixty-nine.
His wife is still living, in her eighty-sixth year. They had
five children, three of whom are living, viz: Luther V.,
Rufus E., and John E. Luther and John occupy the
farm with their mother, and Rufus lives in Indiana.
John Spitler, born in 1819, in Pennsylvania, emigrated
with his parents to Montgomery county, Ohio, in 1832,
settling near Brookville. In 1843 he married Lydia
Baker, daughter of John and ~Iary Baker, who were
born in Pennsylvania, in the years respectively of 1 Soo
and 1806. They both died in this township ; he in 1876,
and she in 1879. Mrs. Spitler's great-grandmother was
killed by the Indians in Pennsylvania, about q8o, while
her husband was out in the military service. After inflicting the most horrible c.ruelty upon her, the savages compelled her to walk around in a circle until she dropped
dead. Jacob Spitler, the father of John, died in 1874.
His widow is still living near Brookville.

was born. He is believed by many to have been the
first male child born in the coun~y. He married Betsey
Black, and finally removed to Fort Wayne, Indiana.
,

THE FIRST

SCHOOl~

The first school-house in the township was erected as
,
early as I 8o9, and stood about where the brick now is, in
section twenty-nine. It was built of logs, of course, and
had no floor except that which mother earth furnished.
Sticks phced vertically in an opening, cut in each side of
, the house and covered w1th greased paper, constituted
the windows, and nearly one whole end of the room was
appropriated for a fireplace. The furniture was as prim·
itive as the house itself, the seats consisting of slabs
hewed on the upper side and supported by wooden legs.
Mr. Abraham Halderman attended school in this house
and preserves a vivid recollection of its appearance and
..;urrou ndings.
John Purviance taught the first school, and was followed by UseLius Hoag, a perip:ltetic Yankee, who is
remembered as both a good teacher and scholar. To go
through the double rule of three was the highest ambition of the scholars.
A school was opened in the early settlement of the
township in a deserted cabin, on the farm of Jacob
Parker, by Thomas Stokely.
CHL'RCH 1-1 !STORY.

.-\s early as 1805 or 18o6 a few devout men and
'
women, members of the German Baptist or Dunker denomination, gathered regularly every four weeks at the
cabin of Samuel Teal, on Aukerman creek, for the purpose of religious worship. These were the first religious
meetings ever held in what is now Lanier township.
The little band first consisted of the Teals, Aukermans,
and Halqermans, and from this small beginning has
grown a large and prosperous society. The Teal dwelling continued to be the meeting place for a number of
years, after which services were held from house to house
throughout the neighborhood. The first meeting-house
erected was the Brower church, near widow Eikenberry's.
which is no longer used for church purposes. It was
' built in about 1845 or 1846. Abraham Brower was
among the earliest members of the church. .John Hart,
sr., and Peter Eikenberry were the earlie~t preachers of
the society, the former living in Twin township and the
latter in Lanier. The Sugar Hill church, east of West
Alexandria, was erected about the year 1858, and the
Central church, formerly called Wheatville church, in
the southwest part of the town, in 1866. 1\Ieetings were
commenced in this neighborhood seventy years ago, and
have been kept up regularly ever since. Since Elders
Hart and Eikenberry, the following have officiated as
preachers, viz : Jacob Flora, Joseph Eikenberry, Daniel
l\Jiller, Henry Bare, Nathan Heywood, Josiah EikenFIRST UIRTH.
berry, John Stouer, and Jesse Royer. The present
The first child born in the township was a daughter
elders or bishops are Nathan Heywood, Henry Bare, and
Jesse Royer. The deacons are Jacob Brubaker, Samuel
(Sarah) of l\lartin Ruple, this event occurred early in the
year 1804, but the exact date we are unable to record.
Miller, James Swihart, Henry Young, and David AlA short time afterward-February 11, of the same yearbaugh. Among the oldest members are Abraham
Peter Parker, oldest child of Jacob and l\fary Parker,
Halderman, Henry Eikenberry, and Isaac Heckman.
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THE REFORMED CHURCH.
Rev. H. M. Herman began his pastorate in 1861, and is
still in charge.
The R~formed church at West Alexandria was organized as early as 1816, by Rev. Thomas Winters, a missionSALnf EVANGELICAL LliTHERAN CHURCH.
ary acting under the authority of the synod of PennsylvaWe are indebted to the pastor for the facts contained
nia. He was preceded here in the missionary work by Rev.
in the following sketch:
Des Combes, who had preached here about two years beAbout the year 1816 the Rev. Lewis Morgan comfore, the earlier services being held in houses and somemenced preaching where the village of West Alexandria
times in the woods. The house of Frederick :\Iiller, on the
now stands. This is the first account we have of a Lupike north of town, was the place where the services ,
theran service in Prehle county. It is, however, claimed
were held more frequently than at any other. .\mong ·
by some that Rev. !\1au, of the same denomination, had
the first families connected with the church were the Sorpreached a few sermons prior to this time. We are desbers, Loys, and Kcislings. :\rude log church, two stories '
titute of church records to decide this matter. A conhigh, was built in the autumn of 1816, but not comgregation, however, seems to have been organized about
pleted until the following year, when it was dedicated to
the time referred to by Rev. Morgan. At that early day
the service of Almighty God in September, 1817. This
the country, of course, was mostly a wilderness, and dichurch was known as the "Union church," having been
vine service was conducted in the open air, or in some
built and occupied by the Reformed · and Lutheran
cabin or barn. In 1817 a two story log church was
churches conjointly until the year 1853, when the Reform- 1
erected by this society, and the German Reformed coned society built a new and substantial brick church, which
gregation and the Lutherans jointly continued to occupy
is still occupied by the congregation. This church was
it until about 186o, when they erected their present brick
. built under the pastorate of Rev. John Rike, the buildedifice, forty by sixty feet in size. The Reformed coning committee being composed of the following named
gregation had erected their building several years before.
gentlemen: John Rike, Henry Drayer, and John Rider.
Rev. l\'l organ was followed in his pastoral labors by Rev.
Rev. David Winters, of Dayton, Ohio, preached the dedEspich, but for what length of time cannot be stated, as
icatory sermon. The church building has been remodthe church records are silent upon this matter. Rev.
elled since, and now is among the most comfortable and
Andrew Henkel was next called as pastor, and seems to
handsome churches of the community.
have served it until about the year 1830. During his
In 186o, the congregation having received a donation
ministration the church assumed such stability that it has
of a lot of ground from N. Benjamin, esq., near the
been supplied with the preached word and the admiPischurch, it was decided to erect a parsonage on the same,
tration of the holy sacrament regularly ever since.
and in the autumn of 1861 a neat, comfortable brick
l\Ir. Henkel was followed by Rev. Jacob Gruber, now
house, two stories, with wing attached, was completed
living in Illinois, who served it until the year 1848 or
under the pastorate of Rev. S. C. Kendig. This congre1849, when it was again served one year by Rev. Mr.
gation is now large and influential----paying the pastor a
Henkel.
salary of one thousand dollars per year, with the usc of
On the twenty-fifth of June, x85o, the present incumbent,
the parsonage. During the last eighteen years it has
Rev. George Baughman, took charge of the congregation.
contributed to benevolent purposes besides paying the
At that time it numbered fifty-six communicants, about
pastor's salary and the other incidental expenses, about
equally composed of American born and German Eutwelve thousand dollars. The number of members in
ropeans.
Divine service has been conducted in both
good standing is two hundred and sixteen. A large and
German and English in this congregation for more than
flourishing Sabbath-school, under the superintendency of
fifty years, no preference, so far, having been given to
Edgar L. Derby, is conducted every Sabbath during the
either language. The congregation now numbers someyear.
thing over two hundred communicants, and has under its
The first consistory, or session of the church, was
care a fine Sunday-school.
composed of two elders and two deacons, the elders
THE E).ITERPRISE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
being Jacob Sorber and Henry Keisling. The names of
Methodist services were inaugurated in this vicinity by
the deacons are not remembered. The present consistWilliam and Henry Eidson, the latter a local preacher,
ory numbers eight, as follows: Elders, John Zitzer, John
and a class of which the present church is the outgrowth,
Rider, John Myers, and Joseph Copp; deacons, Harwas organized in about the year 1835, at the house of
vey Waymire, Jacob 1\linich, John J. Rape, and Elijah
said Henry Eidson. Meetings were held there for sevFoutz.
The following is a list of pastors, with the terms of eral years, and then a log meeting-house was built on
Eidson's farm, and occupied until the present church
service: Rev. Des Combes, missionary, 1815; Rev.
was built. This building is a brick, and was completed
Thomas Winters, 1817 until 1840, died in West Alexandria, September 1,, , 1863; Rev. Adam Leis, about one
and dedicated December 27 and 28, 1856. The society
seems to have subsequently almost entirely disbanded, as
year, died in Pennsylvania; Rev. John Kercher, xS.pthere had been no regular rmaching for some thirteen
1843; Rev. Thomas H. Winters, 1844-- 1849; Rev. John
or fourteen years prior to 1878, when the class was re-orRike, x85o to April, 1854, died in Fairfield county, Ohio,
in 1854; Rev. Levi Rike, 1854-1856; Rev. A. C. Ken- ganized with only eight members, viz.: Isaac Ulri<h,
dig, x857-186x, died in Basil, Ohio, January 16, 1864; John A. Cox, wife and two children, G. W. Spcsard,
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Laura Wachtel, and Jane M. Nett.
Mr. Spesard was
class leader, and still continues in that relation. The
membership is now forty-six. The Sunday-school is in a
flourishing condition, numbering about seventy scholars,
having grown from only twelve in 1878. Albert Hahn
is superintendent, having succeeded John A. Cox, who
was chosen in 1878.
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WEST ALEXANDRIA.

In the absence of church records the writer has had
.to depend for the facts here given upon the recollections
of some of the older residents, principally Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel Gregg.
A class was organized at the house of Dr. Gray, by
Rev. Wester Davis, about the year 1841. It was composed of about a dozen members, among them Dr. Gray
and wife, Charles Hervey and wife, Mrs. Samuel Gregg
and daughter, James Martin, Mrs. Dorsey, Abraham
Reels and wife and the mother of Mrs. Reels. The
membership the following year was largely increased as
a result of a revival which was commenced June 4, 1842.
Previous to the organization of the class there had been
meetings held in the town and vicinity for many years.
In the town the services were held at different places,
but principally in a frame school-house which stood just
west of the graveyard. After the class was formed services were held for some time regularly in a brick schoolhouse which occupied the site of Mr. Klinger's cigar
factory, and later in the Protestant Methodist house,
which has since disappeared. The society erected a
church building-a one-story brick-in 1849 or r8so,
on the lot where the present house stands. The former
was taken down in the summer of 1877, and the present
church erected and completed the following year, at a
cost of about three thousand dollars. The building
committee was composed of J. A. Coffman, D. Mause,
and J. S. Davis. The present board of trustees consists
of Daniel Coffman, John Dininger, Daniel Mause, J. S.
Davis, and J. H. Rohrer. Superintendent of Sabbathschool, John Dininger.
BETHLEHEM CHAPEL.

This society first had an organization about two miles
west of Lexington, and a small frame meeting-house
was put up where the old graveyard is, as early as 1834.
Preaching at a later date was held in a school-house in
the Banta neighborhood in this township, services having been discontinued and the society practically broken
up at the former place. Among the early members were
the Hewits, Samples, Quinns, Prebles, and others. One
of the earliest regular preachers was Elder Elmer Clark.
The church on the pike was erected in 185o. Jesse 0.
Harris, Peter Banta, Thomas Wells, T. A. Brandon,
Elder Carr, Caleb Wehrley, James C. Neal, James T.
Lynn, Elder Humphreys, Elder Lauer, and Carles W.
Gamute have preached for the society, the last named
being now in charge. Elder N cal served the society for
a continuous term of over twenty years. The membership is at this writing about one hundred and twenty.
The trustees are Harrison Stover, Martin V. Ware, and
Daniel Young; H. C. Klinger, treasurer; S. A. Potterf,

clerk; A. H. Klinger, superintendent of Sabbath-school.
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

at Enterprise was organized, as a society, by Rev.
Amos Poorman, on New Years day, 1872. There were
fourteen members who joined at this time, as follows:
Harry Glander, Dietrich S. Glander, Frederick Hummel
and wife, Michael M. Cupp and his mother, Barbara
Cupp, Christia.n Eck and wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Naeff,
Elizabeth Gingrey, John Hanver and wife, Lewis Ulsh
and wife. Rev. Poorman remained in charge of the
society until late in the following fall, when he resigned
on account of ponr health. There was then no preaching until the next April, when Rev. G. W. Busby, of
Lewisburgh, began his labors as pastor, and continued
until June, 188o. Rev. Mr. Poorman was again called
to the pastorate, and continues in charge at the present
time. The church building was erected in the spring of
1878, and was dedicated on the second Sunday of June
following. Previous to the erection of the church, services were held in the Methodist Episcopal church. The
present officers are Squire Gebhart apd Lewis Ulsh, deacons, and Oscar Moses, trustee. The membership is now
about fifty. A Sunday-school was organized at the time of
the dedication of the church, with John Hanver superintendent. His successors have been Christian Eck and
D. S. Glander.
MILLS.

The first mill in this part of the county was erected in
Twin township, in the first settlement, by Judge Nisbet,
of Lexington. It occupied the site of what was known
for many years as the old l\lumma mill, a short distance
northeast of West Alexandria This mill was a great
convenience to the settlers, who, before its erection, had
to go to Gunkle's mill at Germantown, Montgomery
county, to get their grinding done.
The first flouring mill in Lanier was built on Twin
creek, on the site of the Halderman mill, by John Egbert, in 1812 or '13. Egbert came from New England
and purchased the saw-mill, which had been erected a
short time before by Dockerty and Dickey, and soon
after built the grist-mill. Egbert run it for a number of
years and then sold to John Fisher. It was burned down
in the winter of 1846, and in I 84 7 was rebuilt by Adam
Miller. It is now owned by Abraham Halderman.
The next mill erected was the Gregg mill, further down
the creek. It was built in 1818 or 1819 by James Dennison.
The mill on Twin, southeast of west Alexandria, was
erected by Jacob Sorber in 1833. He erected a saw-mill
there in 1816, and did most of the sawing for the neighborhood.
John Halderman, sr., built a saw-mill on Aukerman's
creek, in the northwest quarter of section thirty-two in
1815.
There are at the present time several saw-mills in the
township, but two or three of them do most of the sawing that is done.
The steam mill of E. S. Stotler, situated on Twin
creek, east of West Alexandria, was built by Messrs.

REs. or F. N. Fur
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------------Stotler and Glander about nine years ago. Besides the
Wood, Joseph M. Kinsel, David Yohe, Samuel Mower,
ordinary sawing done, this mill does a considerable busiL. V. Motter, Josiah Rape, Luther C. Black, M. Kahrn,
ness in the manufacture of tobacco boxes.
David Wolf, George T. Souer, H. M. Herman, John
Abraham Brower erected a saw-mill on Banta's fork in
Swisher, H . C. Burns. The officers elected, at the or1816 or I8q, and soon afterward a carding- and fulling- ganization of the society, were Peter Smith, N. G.; 0. E.
mill, which he subsequently sold to Peter and Martin
Tillson, V. G. ; Elijah Foutz, R. S.; David Wolf, treasFoutz. Peter Parker and Samuel Moore built a carding- urer; L. C. Black, secretary; D. Naeff, conductor; D.
mill a few years afterwards on Twin.
Yohe, warden; M. Kahrn, R. S. N. G.; lA V. Motter,
L S. N. G.; John E. Motter, L. S. S.; Joseph M. Kinsel,
INCORPORATION.
R. S. S.; David Wood, I. G.; Samuel Mower, 0. G.;
The village was incorporated, by act of legislature,
Josiah Rape, R. S. V.; George Sour, L. S. V.; Rev. H.
March I4, I836, and on the third Monday of the folM. Herman, chaplain. The present officers are, John
lowing April, a village government was inaugurated by
W. Sayler, N. G. ; Harvey Waymire, V. G.; Edgar L.
the election of a mayor and five trustees. Of the of.
Derby, R. S.; JacobS. Klinger, P. S.; Reuben Wolfrey,
ficers elected, at this time, the records cor.tain only the
C. S.; John Pope, warden; Lewis Eltzroth, J. G. ; David
name of the mayor, who was Charles Smith. The folWood, 0. G.; Rev. H. M. Herman, chaplain.
lowing is a list of the mayors of the town, since Mr.
Smith's incumbency, with the years of their service, to THE WEST ALEXANDRIA GRANGE, NO. 363, PATRONS OF
HUSBANDRY
wit: Elias Herdman, 1838, I 839; Mahlon Karn, I 840,
I84I, I842, 1843; Josiah Davis, 1844; Mahlon Karn,
was organized January 12, 1874. This is said to have
I845, I846, 1847; J. B. Watts, 1848, 1849; L. W. Tem- been the first grange organized in Preble county. James
pleton, 185o; Mahlon Karn, 185 I; Nathaniel Benjamin,
Campbell was elected master. We are unable to give
the names ot the other officers, the records being silent
1852, I853; Mahlon Karn, 1854; Nathaniel Benjamin,
upon this matter. The officers elected January 1, 1878,
I8SS· 1856, 1857, 1858, 1859, 186o; J. McLean, 186I,
were as follows: J. Eby, master; D. Eby, overseer; J.
1862; Nathaniel Benjamin, 1863, I864; J. McLean,
M. Van Ausdal, lecturer; J. W. Wampler, steward; J.
1865; Nathaniel Benjamin, 1866, I867; M. Aker, 1868,
Black, chaplain; J. Copp, treasurer; N. S. Hart, secre1869, 187o, 1871; J. McLean, I872, I873, 1874, 1875;
John Wolf, 1876, I877; M. Aker, I878, 1879; James tary; J. E. Van Ausdal, gate-keeper; Mrs. Julie A. LowCampbell, 188o. The present officers, and members of man, ceres; Emma Copp, pomona; Emma Van Ausdal,
the council, are as follows: Mayor, James Campbell; flora; Mrs. L. A. Crouse, L. A. S.
clerk, George Karch; treasurer, Samuel Black; marshal,
The present officers are Joseph Copp, master; David
Lowman, overseer; James M. Van Ausdal, lecturer;SamWm. Rodecker; deputy marshal, H. M. Gregg; street
uel Crouse, steward; Ezra Zigler, as~istant steward; Carcommissioner, J. H. Karn; fire wardens, Philip Sayler,
oline Campbell, chaplain; Julia Lowman, treasurer; James
John Bare, John S. Campbell; council, E. S. Stotler,
Campbell, secretary; Isaac Emerick, gate. keeper; Mrs.
J. E. Davis, J. M. Davis, E. lA Derby, Joseph Eberly,
John Reel. Of the charter members, three only are Joseph Copp, ceres; Catharine Gale, pomona; Mary
Foutz, flora; L A. Crouse, L. A. S.
now living, viz: N. Benjamin, Jacob W. Sweeney and
Henry 0. Garber..
PRESENT BUSINESS HOUSES.
MASONIC.

King Hiram Lodge, No. 88, Free and Accepted Masons, was chartered March 19, 1842, with the following
as charter members: Nathaniel Benjamin, Henry M. Eidson, Dr. Nelson Donnellan, Josiah Davis, Jacob Stotler,
Jacob W. Sweeney, Henry A. Garber, James B. Dicks,
William McChesney, Dennis Kelley and Thomas Hill.
The officers elected upon the organization of the lodge,
were as follows: N. Benjamin, W. M.; H. M. Eidson,
S. W.; Dr. N. Donneli'an, J. W.; J. W. Sweeney, secretary; Josiah Davis, treasurer; Jacob Stotler, S. D.;
Henry A. Garber, J. D.; Thomas Hill, tyler; James B.
Dicks, steward. The present officers are : J. E. Motter,
W. M.; Joseph Mills, S. W.; 0. M. Orr, J. W.; Peter
Smith, treasurer; A C. Wolf, secretary; J. M. Reel, S.
D.; W. H. Smith, J. D.; James Campbell, tyler; Charles
F. Bcuhner, steward The lodge room is in the second
story of the Stotler building.
LANIER LODGE NO. 521, INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD
FELLOWS.

This lodge was instituted July II, 1872, the charter
members being, Oliver E. Tillson, Peter Smith, David

The following is a list of the business firms of West
Alexandria, with the dates of their establishment:
Unger & Derby, dry goods, etc., originally established
by Nathaniel L. Derby, who was succeeded by John H.
Gale in 1847, who continued until July, 1859, when he
was followed by Baker, Smith & Co. The firm was
changed to Swank & Smith a few years after, and in the
summer of 1866 to Smith & Unger, and in May, 1878,
to Unger & Derby.
J. E. Davis, drugs, groceries, etc. His father, Josiah
Davis, began in 1838. He died in September, 1878, and
J. E., his son, who who was then a partner, succeeded
him.
Samuel Black, dry goods, etc., September, 1867.
Coffman & Block, drugs, groceries, etc., established by
John H. Unger and J. A. Coffman, under firm name of
J. H. Unger& Co., in 1871. Coffman succeeded Unger & Co. in I877, Block buying an interest in March,
188o.
J. M. Davis, dry goods, May, 1878.
Kircher & Rosillius, groceries, May, 188o.
W. H. Miller & Co., groceries, March, 188o.
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M. F. Miller & Co., tinware, stoves, etc. Marion F.
Miller commenced in I876, succeeding Samuel Dininger. His partner is John Hope, who joined the firm
in March, I 88o.
Lewis Eltzroth, tinware, I879·
B. F. Hoar, boots and shoes, I8i4·
J. T. Anderson, boots and shoes, March, I 88o.
S. J . Ashworth, notions, April, 1877.
Ehlers & (ialt, merchant tailors, I869, succeeding
Smith & Unger.
J. McLean, harness and saddlery, spring of I 8 so, succeeding Jerome Waters.
Bruce l\lanosmith, harness, April, I 88o.
;\Iiller & Copp, millinery, March, I 88o.
Wolf & Johnson, hotel; present firm succeeding David
Wolf.
H. Lange, hotel, commenced in :\larch, I879, succeeding H. Weber.
G. L. Zitzer, furniture, established by Frederick Zitzer
in I824, was finally succeeded by his son, John Zitzer,
who carried on the business until a few years since, when
the firm assumed the aame of J. Zitzer & Son. J . Zitzer
retiring, the business has since been carried on by the
present proprietor.
~IA:'o!UFACTURING

deeded to the Reformed and Lutheran churches, to be
held by them as a public cemetery.
The first burial was that of Isaac Loy, a lad of ten
years, which took place in the fall of 1817. The second
interment was that of Moses Parker, a little son of Jacob
Parker, and the third that of Jennie Meloin.
Several additions have been made to the original
grounds in recent years. Nathaniel Benjamin, in 1861,
deeded an addition to the Reformed church, which was
laid out and sold. In 1869 Mrs. Susan Motter deeded
an addition to the same church, and later made another
addition, which was sold to individual purchasers. Two
other additions have been made by John Zitzer and John
Ruple, which were sold in lots to individuals. The public ground comprises about one and a half acres, and the
remainder about five acres.
The history of the town of West Alexandria, the half
of which village is located in this township, will be found
in connection with the history of Twin township.

INTERESTS.

Adolph Schlingman, patentee of the "Climax washer,"
commenced the manufacture of the washer in I 869. He
began in a small way, but his business has gradually increased until he now does a considerable business, his
washer going to various parts of the country. He erected
his present factory building in I 87 2 .
The cigar manuf<).ctory of A H. Klinger was established in March, 1875, under the name of J. J. Burtner.
In March, I877, A. H. Klinger succ~::cdcd him, and has
continued the business with success to the present
About twenty-five hands are employed, and about one
million cigars are manufactured per year, which find a
market mostly in the south and west.
ENTERPRISE

is a little h1mlet situated in the eastern part of the township. In I836 John H . Coffman settled here and shortly afterward laid out a few building lots on the west side
uf the road. About the same time Daniel Stover laid
out some lots on the east side of the road. Coffman
built two or three small dwelling houses that same year
and established a wagon and blacksmith shop. This
formed the nucleus around which grew up a little village
which assumed the name of Enterprise. We believe no
plat of the village was ever recorded. Coffman started
the first store here and was the first postmaster. The
office was established in 1846. It was discontinued
many years ago.
CEMETERIES.

There are several public burying grounds in the township, the largest b~ing the cemetery at West Alexandria.
In this graveyard was buried many of the earliest pioneers of Twin valley. The cemetery was laid out in
1817, one acre of ground being donated by Jacob Hell,
and one-half acre by Jacob Parker. The ground was

FRANKLIN N. FUDGE,
son of Jacob Fudge, sr., a sketch of whose life is given
elsewhere, was born in Lanier township, Preble county,
Ohio, December 15, I826. His boyhood was spent on
his father's farm in the hard work required at that early
period. There being a large farm, and only three of the
thirteen children being boys, it was necessary for them to
work very hard, and even some of the girls had to take
a hand at out door work. But this was not a rare thing
with farmers' daughters in those days. A fam1er's life in
the early settlement of the country was one of stern conditions, requiring constant toil and strugftle. The subject of this sketch enjoyed but few educational advantages, attending only the district school, and that but a few
months in the year. He grew to manhood trained to
habits of industry and economy, which have enabled him
to secure a much larger share of this world's go0ds than
falls to the Jot of the average agriculturalist. He was
married September :~o, 1849, to Susannah Markey, who
was born in Frederick county, Maryland, August 5, r8Jo,
and who came to Preble county with her parents when
seven years of age. After hi7- marriage Mr. Fudge located where his son Ira now lives. In the fall of 18'54
he had cleared one hundred and fifty acres where he now
lives, and moved on to the place in the following spring.
He also received a deed from his father for a like amount
of land, making him the owner of three hundred acres
of excellent farming land. Since he bought the home
place he has remodelled the residence and erected all the
other buildings. This property is one of the best improved in the county, as will be seen from the view of it
given on another page. Mr. Fudge has added to his
original purchase from time to time until he is at present
the owner of seven hundred and fifty acres of land. He
is not ambitious to own a large estate so far as he is per-

].-\COB TROL"T

was born in Rockingham county, Virginia, March 22 , t8or. He was
of Gennan descent. His parents died in Rockingham county in his
early youth. He had few opportunities to gain that education of
which he desired to be possessed; but by application during the limited time that he attended school, he managed to secure at least the
rudiments of what is now known as a common school education.
Early left to care for himself, he learned the trade of the brick-mason, and for some time was engaged in building. Being stL-ady and
industrious, and having been enabled to lay by a portion of his savings,
he found lrimself at the age of twenty-nine the possessor of a snug little sum of money, sufficient to give him the means to. settle down in
life. March 18, 1830, he was married to Elizabeth, the eldest child of
Samuel and Catharine Bowman, who was born in Rockingham county,
Virginia, July 11, 18oc}. Her father and mother were natives of Virginia, the former having been born in Rockingham county, June 1,
1787, and the latter in Shenandoah county, October 28th of the same
year. Mrs. Trout has two brothers living: John J. in Virginia, and
Jacob C. in Texas. Being the eldest daughter, Mrs. Trout had to work
very bard. Her mother taught her in the arts of spinning and weaving articles for domestic use.
After Mr. Trout's marriage, with commendable enterprise he made a
prospecting trip to Ohio with a view to permanent settlement. Accordingly in the summer of 1830 he set out on horseback, and in due time
arrived in Preble county. Being well pleased with this territory, he
purchased a tract of two hundred and twenty acres of land in section
twenty-eight of Lanier township, which farm is still occupied by Mrs
Trout. After securing his land, Mr. Trout returned to Virginia for
-;: .,_
his wife.
In the middle of Octobcfr, 1830, Mr. and Mrs. Trout started
for their Ohio home. They made the whole journey in a two-horse
wagon, bringing with them only the necessary clothing and bedding.
Mr. Trout also brought with him three head of Virginia cattle, with
which to stock his new farm. They were three weeks on the way, and
November 3. 1830, they arrived at their new farm. They found ready
for them a weather-boarded log house, which is still a part of Mrs.
Trout's residence. Since then, an addition of brick thirty years ago,
and one of frame sixteen years ago, have increased the si1.e and improved the looks of the house. At the time of their removal to the

pl:l<·e tlwy found only a little cabin stable where the present bol.m is.
The farm was nearly as clear of timber in 1830 as it is to-day.
During the first night of their residence in Preble county, Mr. and
Mrs. Trout made themselves comfortable without furniture. On the
next morning, which was Saturday, they drove to Eaton, a distance of
seven miles, and purchased furniture and necessary household utensils.
They w"re soon comfortably settled in their new home. Here they
continuffi to live happily until death separated them, April 2, 1872,
when Mr. Trout finished his work on earth and went to his reward
above. For a number of years prior to his death, he was an exemplary
member of the Lower Twin Creek German Baptist church.
Mrs.
Trout has for years been a faithful and consistent member.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Trout consisted of eight children in all,
six of whom lived to maturity: Samuel B.. born October 4, 1831, died
March 21, 1835; Sarah R., the wife of Benjamin Deardorff, was born
December 29, 1834. and died July s. 1857; Mary J.. who was born
October 12, 1838, married Alfred Johnson, and has three children;
Catharine E., born February 1, 1841, married John Halderman, and
has four children; Joseph, born December 23, 1842, died Apnl 24.
r863 ; Lwiitia V., born May 28, 1845· died January 17, 1865; Henry
1\·1., born :-.lovember 24, 1849. died May 28, 1863.
Mr. Trout at his death left his widow the pos~essor of five hundred
and forty acres of valuable land, in two farms- the home place of two
hundred and twenty acres, managed by Alfred Johnson, and a farm
of three hundred and twenty acres in sections twenty-three and twentysix of 1-'lnier township, under the management of John Halderman.
The homestead farm and n-sidence are beautifully situated on the border of the valley of Twin creek, on the Winchester and Middletown
pike, with Winchester and West Alexandria not far distant.
Although in her seventy-second year, ha\'ing already exce<...:ied the
limit of human life, Mrs. Trout enjoys better health than she did in her
younger days, when frequently her strength was overtaxed by burdens
too heavy to be sustained. Six or eight years ago she was severely
afflicted with rheumatism, which for a time checked her activity, but
she recovered, and is finishing her days in health and peace. She still
takes her old home paper, the Rockingham (Virginia) Register, thus
kl'epin~: fresh in her memory the scenes of her youth.
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sonally concerned, and indeed, controls but a part of ly of four daughters and two sons. His eldest daughter
that which now stands in his name, but is desirous of beis a student at the Female seminary, Oxford, Ohio.
ing able, eventually, of giving each of his eight children
the same number of acres which he received from his
father. He is not a church member, but has always been
NATHAN HEYWOOD
a liberal supporter of religious and benevolent enterprises. Mrs. Fudge is an earnest member of the German
was born in Concord, Massachusetts, September 8,
Baptist denomination.
Their children are: Ira, born
I8o7. When four years of age, in the winter of I8I I-12,
January 3I, I85I, married Ellen Clark, and lives on a
his parents moved to Genesee county, New York, making
part of his father's farm; Ada Jane, born May 9, I852,
the journey with a sled. When about eleven years of age
now the wife of John W. Kinsey, and lives in Montgomthe family moved to Allegany county, in the same State,
ery county; .Eliza Ann, born June 27, 1854, now the , and in 1819 to Clermont county, Ohio, by way of Cin•wife of V. J. Drayer, and resides in Winchester; Nancy,
cinnati; the journey to that city being made with a raft.
born September 24, I858; Samuel, born December 4,
Nathan Heywood was united in the holy bonds of matriI 86o; Laura Elizabeth, born August 3, I 862; Amos,
mony March 5, 1829, to Margaret Frey, who was born
born June 27, I868; Susan, born June ri, I87Ij all livnear :\1iddletown, Maryland, January I 2, 1 8o8. After
ing at home.
his marriage he settled near Goshen, in Clermont county.
In 1833 he removed to Preble county, and settled in
Gratis township, but only remained two years, when he
REV. H. M. HERMAN,
returned to Clermont county. He resided there until
pastor of the Reformed church at West Alexandria, is
I856, when he removed to Knox county, Illinois. A
the son of Samuel and Susan Herman, and was born in
combination of circumstances, however, caused him to
Lampetre, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on the twenagain move back to Clermont county in I858. In 1865
tieth day of March, I834· He attended the common
he removed to Madison county, Indiana, and after a
schools until his twelfth year, and subsequentlv entered
residence there of some eighteen months, he came to
the dry goods store of Benjamin Bowers, one of the old
Preble county, Ohio, where he has since lived. His
merchants of Lancaster county, with whom he remained
occupation has mainly been that of a farmer, but he foruntil his eighteenth year. He then entered the acamerly worked for about seven years at the trade of wagon
demy at Lancaster city, where he diligently pursued his
making. Mr. Heywood many years ago united with the
studies for two years. For the next two years and ten
German Baptist church, and in I838 or 1839 was elected
months he taught the district school at Safe Harbor, and
by the church in Goshen, Clermont countv, Ohio, to its
while thus engaged, took private instruction also in the
ministry, and has filled that office from that time to this,
He attended Marshall academy, and afterclassics.
and for the last thirty years as an ordained elder. He is
ward entered the freshman class of Franklin and Marshall
now the senior bishop or elder of this, the upper Twin
college, from which institution, he in due time, gradudistrict. He is a man of deep piety and earnest religious
ated. He immediately afterward entered the theological
zeal, and his labors have been greatly blessed.
seminary at Mechanicsburgh, and after con1pleting his
There have been born to Nathan and Margaret Heytheological course, was chosen vice-principal of Clairion
wood eight children, two of whom are deceased. All of
Collegiate Institute near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. This
them were born in Clermont county, Ohio, except Anna,
position he subsequently resigned to accept the pastorate
who was born in this county. The following are their
of the Reformed church at West Alexandria. He ennames in the order of their birth: Mary, horn February
tered upon his regular pastoral duties December I6,
5, I83o, married for her first husband Edward Harris, of
1861. Mr. Herman is a man of unusual energy and inClermont county, and for her second husband Joseph
dustry. His unceasing activity is a good illustration of Radall, in· Goshen, Clermont county, Ohio. They now
the scriptural injunction: "Whatsoever thy hand findeth
reside in West Alexandria. Lydia, born June 9, 183I,
to do, do with thy might." During his pastorate of ninemarried Job Randall; she is now a widow and resides in
teen years he has preacheci two thosand eight hundred
Eaton. Anna, born January 21, I 833, married William
and two sermons, and deli~cred seven hu~dred lectures.
Jones, of Clermont county; he is deceased and Mrs.
He has received into the church five hundred and fifty- , Jones has since lived with her parents. David, born
eight members, married two hundred and thirty-six couples,
1\Jay 1, 1835, died in Eaton; Nathan, jr., born June I7,
and officiated at four hundred and fifty-five funerals, beI837, is now living near Eaton; John, born October I2,
sides making about four thousand regular pastoral and
1839, died in Illinois; Alfred, born January 20, 1842, is
the usual social and friendly visits. It will thus be seen
living in Clermont county, Ohio; Isaac, born March 8,
that Mr. Herman's pastorate has not only been an unusI844, is living in the same county.
ually busy one, but attended with the most gratifying
success. · The relationship of pastor and people has
been a oost pleasant one.
Mr. Herman was united in marriage, April Io, I862, to
Miss Bella D., eldest daughter of Hunter and Margaret L. Orr of Lawsonham, Pennsylvania, and has a f.'lmi-

MONROE.
PHYSICAL FEATURES.

Monroe township lies in the northern part of the
county, and is bounded on the east and west by Harrison and Jefferson townships. To the north lies Darke
county, and on the south it borders on Washington township. It is designated in the congressional survey as
township nine of range two.
·
In appearance this towhship presents an attractive picture of rural life. The country is level and well cleared,
and the eye can see long rows of fields extending into
the distance, dotted here and there with the darker
grouping of timber. Fortunately, a large quantity of the
latter is still standing, and adds much to the appearance
of the township. The soil is clay on limestone sub-soil,
and is of a highly productive character. The cerealssuch as corn, wheat, etc.-are raised in large quantities
and form the staple articles of production. An improved
system of agriculture is pursued and the prosperous condition everywhere apparent demonstrates the complete
success with which this system has been met. The neat
and tasty residences, the well kept farms, and the general
air of plenty shows the cheerful and thirfty condition of
the inhabitants. Those of them who engage to any extent in business or political life, are a wide-awake and energetic class, intelligent enough to comprehend how much
to their advantage it is to follow closely the advance of
progress. They are generally well read and well informed
persons. Some exceptions exist, where, either through
prejudice or from religious restraint, the people are debarred from the pleasure and instruction procured by an
extensive knowledge of affairs at home and abroad.
These latter, although belonging, at times, to the moneyed class, still cannot be classed among the intelligent or
better read class of inhabitants. They rarely vote or show
any interest in political affairs, and while by a peaceful
disposition they do so much to insure the quiet of the
township, they lend no assistance to its progress.
The land of the township was at first considered almost irreclaimable. The soil was boggy and treacherous,
and, in consequence, Monroe township was among the
last to be entered by the settlers. But, by means of
drainage, the soil has been brought into a firm and productive condition. Immense labor has been expended,
and many rods of tile laid, to bring the land into its
present condition. There are three tile factories in the
township, all doing a large business. Some of the older
inhabitants can still recall the time when cattle were
often found fastened in the bog in places now covered
with tine harvest fields.
The woods are now composed mostly of beech and
.as

' sugar maple. The growth of poplar and walnut which
predominated at the time of the first settlers, has been
exhausted. A few tine specimens of these trees are still'
found, but not in large enough quantities to make them
valuable. An interesting incident is preserved relative
to the age of some of these old giants of the forest In
1865 Mr. P. M. Pense felled a huge poplar tree, and at
the height of seven feet from the ground, found a flint
, embedded in the wood. It was evidently the head of an
arrow. The bowman had broken off the stem, and left
the head embedded. When found, the flint was in the
heart of the trunk, and Mr. Pense asserts that hP. found
three hundred growths outside of the flint. This seems
almost incredible. If the belief that each year adds one
growth, and only one to the girth of a tree is correct,
the arrow was shot in the sixteenth century. To our
mind there is nothing absolutely incredible in the story,
although it is certainly marvellous. The flint is still in
the possession of the tinder.
There are four streams of some size in the township,
but only two of them pass through any great extent of
territory. Price's creek, named after Major Price, an
early settler on its banks, crosses the township from
northwest to southeast. Parallel to the latter, about two
miles to the northeast, is the Dry fork of Twin, which
rises in section ten, and flows to the southeast. In the
southwestern corner, crossing two or three sections, is
Banta's fork, near whose junction with Twin creek in
Lanier township is the famous mound, attributed to the
Mound Builders. Twin creek itself crosses section one
of Monroe township in the extreme northeastern part.
There are several small towns within the limits of the
township; of these, Eldorado is the only one that is incorporated. The others are West Manchester, Ham·
burgh and Brown's station. Hagerstown is a place long
since fallell into oblivion. Brown's station is a mere railroad station. Hamburgh was,Jormerly a place of some
local importance, but it is rapidly becoming an unrecognizable place. Eldorado and West Manchester are the
two growing places, and will receive a detailed notice in
the proper place. A railroad- the Dayton & Western,
the only one in the township, passes through these two
latter p!aces, and its presence is chiefly instrumental in
advancing the growth of these towns.
The roads are generally kept in good repair, not so
well, perhaps, as in those townships where the superYisors
are regularly elected. In Monroe the road directors are
appointed at the discretion of the trustees. Several pikes
cross the township to the north and south. The old
national road crosses the southern part from east to west,

GEORGE KIMMEL,

MRS. GEORGE KIMMEL.

one of the most prosperous and influential farmet s of
Monroe township, was born in Jackson township, Preble
county, April 30, 1827. His father, Jacob Kimmel, emigrated from Pennsylvania after this section of the State
had been settled. George worked on his father's farm
until he was twenty-one years old, when he learned the carpenter trade and soon became a contractor. He employed
a large force of hands and superintended most of the
building in Washington and Jefferson townships until
1856, when he retired from the trade and devoted his energies to improving the farm in Monroe township on which
he now lives. He purchased this farm in 1851, it being
two lots, one hundred and seventeen and one-half acres
each, of the section set apart for the purpose of building
up and mantaining a public school system.
Mr. Kimmel was married June 27, 1849, to Lettecia
Harshman, whose father, Peter Harshman, was one of
the first residents of Washington township. He was a
Virginian by birth and fot t few years after his coming
to Ohio was compelled to live alone, the hostile disposition of the Indians who inhabited the forest by which
his cabin was surrounded making it too dangerous for
women to venture into the new country. He was a soldier of the War of 1812. He died, on the farm which
he improved, in 1862. Mrs. Harshman, mother of Mrs.
Kimmel, is yet living. She was born in New Hamshire
in 18o3.
The family of George and Mrs. Kimmel consists of
seven children, as follows: John M., born August 2 5,
185o; William A, born September 2o, 1852; Mary
Frances, born May 25, 1857; J. P. Lincoln, born June

16, 186o; Ozroe Franklin, born June 1, 1863; Orlando
Perry, born December 25, 1866; Flora Viola, born December 28, 187 3· Sarah Ellen Potter!, a niece of Mr.
Kimmel, born March 29, 1859, was received into the
family in infancy. John M. is engaged in the clothing
business in Eldorado. William resides in Dayton, and
Lincoln in Kansas. All the other members of the family are at home.
The farm which George Kimmel purchased in 1851
was then almost entirely native forest, and a couple of
log huts were the only buildings. The rich soil is now
under excellent cultivation, and the improvements are
substantial and commodious. In 1872, while the present handsome residence was being built, the frame house
in which the family then resided caught fire, and, with
most of the household furniture, was consumed
Mr. Kimmel has always been a leading citizen. For
fifteen consecutive years, with the exception of one
term, he was trustee of his township, and for three years
was township treasurer. He was for a long time an
officer in the Universalist church, of which he and Mrs.
Kimmel are members.
In politics Mr. Kimmel is a Prohibitionist; during
the war he acted with the Republican party. He contributed liberally to the fund to exempt Monroe township from the draft. When Breckenridge's raid threw
this section of Ohio into aforor, Mr. Kimmel enlisted
in the home guard, but was never called into active service. He is a radical temperance man, and believes in
radical methods of reform.
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tending a little to the south. The present Eaton and
Greenville pike is the same as the old "Wayne trace," as
it is called, made by Anthony Wayne on his march to
Fort Greenville from Cincinnati or Fort Hamilton, as it
was then a fort with only a few houses surrounding it.
Owing to the level country, these roads are easily kept in
order, and if they are at times found out of repair, it is
in that part of the township where a slight elevation
causes a "wash" in the road.
EARLY SETTLEMENTS.

Owing to the lack of positive authority we are unable
to state the exact date of the first settlement in Monroe
township. That it was settled much later than the other
townships is certain, as the land was in such a condition
a-; to discourage the pioneers from any attempt at settling. The whole surface of the township was boggy, and
in places covered with stagnant pools. This was due to
the fact that a great many small streams found their rise
in this part of the county. The township was severed
from Washington township on the twenty-ninth of September, in the year 1817.
It is certain that the country was quite settled before
that time. Although the only positive date of entry is
that of Josiah Davisson, in I8t6, on section fourteen.
Several years before this, however, Charles Armantrout
moved from Rockingham county, Virginia. He made a
camp in the woods and lived in it until he could build
his cabin. He is familiarly known as "old daddy Armantrout," by those who can remember him. At the
time of his entry he was single, but afterwards married
Christina Gray, a daughter of one of the next settlers who
came after Armantrout. He entered eighty acres ofland
on the road passing through Hamburgh and Eldorado,
and about one mile south of the former. His entry was
at such an early date that he was accustomed to have
Indians stop at his cabin to solicit permission to warm
and to borrow some fire to roast their potatoes.
After Armantrout, came William Brown, from Pennsylvania. He settled on section twenty-nine, in the southeastern quarter, on the farm now known as the Brown
place.
At an early date John Jellison settled in the southeastern part of section twenty-three.
Isaiah Adams, from Nt.:w Jersey, settled on the eastern
half of the section on which Hamburgh now stands. His
house was the first oilf; built there where the town is located.
.
~~:,
Jacob Baker, frotri Rockingham county, Virginia, settled on section sixteen.
Aaron Chrisler, from the same place, entered one hundred and sixty acres in section twenty-six.
The above, together with the Murdocks, who settled
in section five, were doubtless the first settlers, but
whether they are arranged in the order of their entry is a
question no one now living can decide.
Josiah Davisson was born in Rockingham county, Virginia, in 1742, and died in Monroe township, in 1825.
He came to this State in 18 I 6, and settled section fourteen of Monroe township. He was married twice, but
37

none of his children are now living. By his second wife,
Nancy Williams, who was born in Virginia in 1772, and
whom he married about I 8oo, he had six children, all
now deceased. Josiah, one of these children of the second marriage, was born in Harrison county, Virginia, in
18o8. His first wife, whom he married in I841, was
Jane Blackford, born in Preble county in I822. She
died in 184 5· Three children were born of this marriage, none of whom are now living. His second wife
was Hannah Foos, born in Warren county, Ohio, in 1819.
They have five children, viz.: Francis M., Elizabeth A.,
Oscar E., Edward C., and Sarah A. Mr. Davisson was
township trustee for twenty-one years, and a justice of
the peace from 1857 to 1863. He also held several
minor offices.
His farm contained two hundred and
three acres.
In 1863 he died at the old homestead,
where his widow and children now reside. Mr. Davisson
was a prominent citizen, and was always identified with
the interests and improvements of the township and
county. Francis M. Davisson was horn in 1847. He
was elected county surveyor in 1878, and is still holding
that office, and gives general satisfaction.
Samuel Parks was born in North Carolina in 1771,
and died in Preble county in I848. His wife, Charity
Runyon, was born in North Carolina in 1776, and died
in Preble county in 1856. Eleven children were born
to them, five of whom are living. Curtis, born in 1804,
lives in Indiana; Katharine, born in 1809, widow of Ambrose Hnffman, lives in Indiana; Sarah, born in 1815,
widow of Stephen Johns, lives in Illinois; Samuel, born
in t 818, married and lives in \Vest Manchester; Selina,
born in 1820, wife of Thomas Murray, lives in Oxford,
Ohio. Mr. Parks first settled in Dixon township, near
Sugar valley. He was in the War of 1812.
Samuel Parks was born in Dixon township in 1818.
In 183H he married Lydia McDonald, born in Gasper
township in 1822. They have seven children. His son
Henry was in the war of the Rebellion for three years,
as private in the Fifth Ohio cavalry. Mr. Parks owns a
farm of two hundred and forty-three acres, part of which
is farmed by his son. Hugh McDonald, father of Mrs.
Parks, was born in Maryland in 1777, and died in 1856.
Mrs. Parks is the only child now surviving.
Anderson Leas was born in Harrison township, Preble
county. His father, John Leas was born in Lewisburgh,
in 1809, and died in West Manchester in 1873. Anderson Leas was born in 1839. In 1864 he married Lydia
A. Townsend, who was born in Darke county in 1844.
They have two children-}. Warren and John Edgar.
Mr. Leas has been township assessor for seven termsfrom 1874 to the present date. He and his brother Asa
furnished substitutes in the three years' service, although
not drafted in. John Leas, father of Anderson and Asa
Leas, established their present business in 1857, under
the name of Townsend & Co. They were engaged in
the dry goods and grocery business, and were also large
buyers of grain and wool. They were the largest grain
buyers in the county. In 1863 Anderson Leas was taken
in partnership, and his brother Asa in 1867. They now
carry on the business under the name of A & A. Leas.

2QO

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

Mr. Anderson Leas has been postmaster for about fifteen
years. He has also had charge of the railroad office of
the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati & St. Louis railroad for about
twelve years. Their busine~s amounts to about sixtel·n
thousand dollars per year. Asa Leas was born ir, Harrison township in I841. In I867 he married Jennie Zarber, born in I849· They have had four children, three
of whom survive. Mr. Leas has been in business with
his brother Anderson in West 'Manchester since 1867.
John Juday was the first of that family who came to
Preble county. In I8os he settled in Twin township.
He was born in Maryland in I 768, and died in Darke
county in 1868. His first wife was Mary Pense, born in
Maryland about q87, and died in Twin in I833· Ten
child.ren were born to them, only three of whom arc
now living, viz: William, who lives in Jefferson town·
ship; Samuel in Indiana, and Andrew in Monroe township. He married for his second wife Margaret Swayne,
by whom he had no children. At one period of his life
Mr. Juday was township supervisor. Andrew Juday
was born in Twin township in the year I 8 I 7· In I 84o
he married Susan Disher, born in ~lonroe township in
1822. Ten children have been born them, six of whom
are living. Mr. Juday has been a school director for
seven years; also has held the office of township supervisor. His farm contains one hundred and sixty acres
of land. He was elected ensign of the militia.
Jacob Shewman, sr., was born in Botetourt county,
Virginia, in 17 78. In I 8oo he married Hannah Holderman, who was born in Franklin county, Virginia, in q86.
Nine children were born to them, three of whom arc
living-Jacob, Martin and Susannah. In the early settlement Shewman came to Preble county and settled on
Aukerman's creek, in Lanier township. He stayed
there three years, and then moved to Gasper township.
He had little or no capital when he came to this county,
but had accumulated a property of a hundred acres of
land before his death, which occurred in Monroe township in I84o. His wife died in t86I, in Darke county.
Jacob Shewman, jr., was born in Gasper township in
I812. In I837 he married Elizabeth Sayler, born in
Gasper in I82o. They have had twelve children, seven
of whom survive. Mr. Shewman was township trustee
for thirteen years, from I 8 so to I 86 3· Martin Shewman, born in Gasper township in I8q, married, in I84I,
Sarah A. Cosbey. She was born in Hamilton county in
I822. They have had eleven children, five of whom are
living. He was township trustee from I864 to I877.
He now owns and farms one hundred and twenty-three
acres in Monroe township.
George Coppock was born in Tennes>ee about I 785,
and fwm that State he emigrated to Ohio, and in 18 I 2
settled in Washington township. His death occurred in
Arkansas in I83o. During the War of I8I2 he served
under General Jackson. His wife, Elizabeth Zellers,
was born in Virginia in the year 1797, and died in Monroe township in I878. Six children were born to them,
two of whom survive, viz: Louisa (Hammon) who lives
in Indiana, and Charles. The latter was born in Washington township in 1822, and ~n 185o married Mahala

Pense, who was horn in I 83 r, and who died in 1869.
He lucl six children, four of whom survive. Mr: Charles
Coppock own~ a farm of one hundred and forty acres in
this township.
Elias Bun;er was born in Virginia in 1809, and in
I8I7 cam:: to Preble county with his fJther. In I8Jo
he married Nancy lJtz, who was born in Virginia in
IS I 2.
Th~y have eleven children, all married.
I\lr.
Bunger commenced in Preble county with a capital of
fifty cents after p:1ying the preacher for marrying him.
By dint of hard labor he has accumulated two hundred
acres of land, which he has given to his children.
Jonath:Jn Shurley was born in Augusta county, Virginia, in the year r8o1. He came to Ohio in I8os, with
his unde, John Neff, and his mother. In I826 he married 1\Iary Pense, who was horn in Rockingham county,
Virginia, in I8to. Eleven children were born to them.
Annie, Julia, Mary, Clinton, Jane, Eliza, Harriet,
Josephine and Sarah are the only ones now living. In
I8IS he moved to l\lonroe township, and settled on
section sixteen, where he lived until his d~ath in 1879.
:Mr. Shurley was justice of the peace for twelve years, up
to 1868, and also filled many other offices in the township. He owned one hundred and seventy-one acres in
Monroe township, all of which he had helped to clear.
At one time he owned over nine hundred acres. Before
his death he gave each of his children a start of eighty
acres. 1\lr. Shurley was always identified with the improvements in the township. Clinton Shurl<!y was born
in Preble c.ounty in 1836. In I864 he married Minerva
Delavan, born in I844, in l\fontgomery county. They
have five children, namely: Jonathan, Jerome, Julia.
l\Iiner va and Clinton. ~Ir. Shurley has been a justice of
the peace for ele,·en years. In I 868 he succeeded his
father, and has held the office ever since. He served in
the war in the One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Ohio volunteer infantry. He now farms forty-five acres part of the
old homestead, and also li,·es in the old house.
Peter Pense was born in Rockingham county, Virginia,
in 1795, and in I8I8 moved to Ohio, and settled on section thirteen of this township. His "'ife, Elizabeth
Harshman, was born in Virginia, and died in ~lonroe
township. Ten children were born to them, of whom
seven survive, namely: Rosabel (Fudge), living in Monroe township; Barbara (Duffield) and Sarnh (Stebbins) in
Jefferson; Elizabeth ~Cooper) in Washington; Andrew J.
in Monroe township; Reuben in Illinois, and Peter 1\I. in
Monroe. 1\Ir. Peter Pense w_as drafted into the \\"ar of
I 8 I 2, but was not called on 'n::~ serve, as his company
had more than was necessary to fill out the complement.
Peter M. Pense was born in Monroe town~hip in the
year I836. In 1858 he married Rebecca Hoover, born
in Washington township in I 837.
They have two children living. He h:-ts held several offices of importance
in the township. His farm contains about one hundred
and thirty-ei;.\ht acres.
Daniel Disher was born in I 787 in Virginia, and wJs
first married to Lydia Sheets, and after her death to
Hannah Baker. By his first \dfe he had six children,
two of whom are living. By his second wife he had nine
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children, five of whom are living. In 1844 two of his
he cleared himsel( He was the father of eleven childaughters were killed by lightning. He came to this
dren, seven of whom are living.
county in 1819, and settled in Monroe township, section ,
Isaac Pense was born in Virginia in 1816. In 1840
ten, where he owned one hundred and eighty-four acres ' he married Mary Ann Swerer, who was born in Preble
of land. He was about to go into the War of 1812,
county in 1819. They have had six children, five of
when the war closed. He suffered all the hardships inwhom survive. He owns two hundred and sixty acres
cident to pioneer life, but by hard work secured a fine
of land.
The first man to build in Eldorado was Leroy .Mefarm. He died in 1864.
His son, Peter, was born in 1827 in Munroe township.
\Yhinney, who built a dwelling house, store, mill, depot
In 1854 he was married to Elizabeth Jane Fudge, burn
and grain warehouse in 1852. He owned the land on
in 1836 in Somers township. Five of their six children
which the town is built, and also platted and named the
are living. Mr. Disher has been township trustee for
town. He carried on the business for six years, and
seven or eight years, and was militia captain for three
then sold out to his brother Frank, who in turn sold to
years. He owns one hundred and twenty-two acres of
Henry Lawrence in 1865. In 1870 it was bought by .M.
land, and is a leading citizen.
T. McWhinney, the present owner. Mr. L. McWhinney
moved to Dayton in 1858, arid afterwards to Crestin
Evin, son of Daniel Disher, was born in l\Ionroe township in the year 184o. In 186o he married M:uy A.
township, where he now resides. His first wife was Mary
Creager, born in Washington township in 1841. Five
Clevinger, born in Wayne county, Indiana. She died of
children were burn them, four of whom are still living.
cholera in Jackson township in 1849. They had four
Mr. Disher was township constable in 1874· In 18i7
children, three of whom are now living. In 1851 he
he was elected township trustee, which oftice he still
married Amy ShatTer, and has one child, l\'lary.
holds. He is also one of the school directors.
Matthew T. McWhinney was born in Jackson townJ0hn Mills, a native of Ireland, settled in this township in 1842, and married in 186o. His wife, Mary A.
ship in 1820. His son, William C. l\lills, a well known
Wilder, was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1842.
resident' of Jackson township, was born in Munroe in
They have two children-Frank and Bertha. Mr. MeWhinney was the first mayor of Eldorado, being elected
- 1821; married in 1R43 Miss Harriet West. He was elected justice of the peace in t861, and held the office nine
in 1876 and serving until 1878. He was also a member
year.>. In 1865 he was elected county commissioner,
of the school board. He commenced his present busiwhich position he held six years, when he was succeeded
ness in Eldorado in 187o, under the firm name of M.
by Eli Conger. He is now township trustee, having
T. McWhinney, general merchandizing and dry goods,
officiated in that capacity for some fourteen years.
also purchaser of grain and wool. He does a business
John Banfill was born in New Hampsh:re. He first
of twelve thousand dollars a year. He has been agent
settled in Washington township, where he died about
tor the Pittsburgh, St Louis & Cincinnati railroad at
1839. He was drafted into the War of 1812. Nine
Eldorado since 187o, and is also express agent for the
children were born him, two only of whom <;Urvivc:
American Express company.
Asa, living in Tennessee, and Lina, widow of Enos
Adam House was born in Virginia in 1805 and died
Price, in Indiana. John Ban fill, son of the above, was
in Monroe township _in the year 187 I. His wife, Sarah
born in New Hampshire in li9'· and in 1812 married
(Locke), who was born in l\laryland in t8o9, is still living
Hannah Price, born in Virginia in 1796. They had
in Monroe township. Twelve children were born to
nine children, four of whom are still living-Rachel,
them, eleven of whom are still living, namely: John, livJohn P., Elizabeth and Julia Ann. Mr. Banfill was in
ing in Washington township; George, in Darke county;
the War of 1812. He was township trustee for a great
Levi, in Harrison township; Phillip, in Monroe township;
many years, and also a school director. He owned one
Catharine, in Harrison township; William, in Knox
hundred and sixty acres of land. He at one time ran a
county, Missouri; Andrew, in Lewisburgh, Adam, in .Monsaw-mill in Washington town3hip. His death occurred
r0e township; Sarah, in Illinois; Sophia, in Lewisburgh;
and Simeon, in Harrison township.
in 1 866, four years after that of his wife. John P.
Banfill, son of the above, was born in 1823. In 1855
Phillip House was born in Monroe township in the
he married Mary E. Kestlr.:r, born in 1838. He ha3 had
year 1834. He was married first in 186o, to Mary Kirknine children, eight of ,'\7hom survive. Mr. Banfill has
otT, who died in 1869. Two children were born to him
been road commissioner and school din:ctor. He is at
by this marriage, only one of whom, Mary Ellen, is now
living. He was married again in 1870 to Lydia M. Bapre3ent the owner of one hundred and eight acres in
Monroe township.
ker, who was born in Washington township in the year
William Pense was born in Rockingham county, Virginia,
1836. Three children were born them-Elsie F., Ezra
C. and Charles L. John House was born in .Monroe
in q8t, and in 1825 came to Preble county and settled
township in 1829. In 1852 he married Elizabeth Hoerin Monroe township, section thirty-one. In 18oo he marner, who died in 1864, leaving three children, viz.: Adam,
ried Christina Seller, who was born in Virginia in q86.
He died in Monroe township in 1849, and his wife died
married and living in Monroe township; Amanda C. and
in the same year. He served as captain in the War of
Mary E. His first wife dying, John House married Eliza
1812. For a number of years he was township trustee.
J. Bickel in 1866. She was born in Monroe township
He owned one hundred and twenty acres of land, which
in I8Jo. Three children were born to them, two of
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whom, Dora B. and Sylvia E. J. are still living. Mr.
House was in the war of the Rebellion during the hundred days' service. He is the owner of eighty acres of
land in Washington township, sixty-four acres in Harrison,
and one hundred and eighty acres in Monroe township.
The lattf•r is held in the name of Eliza House.
William M. Fowble was born in Maryland in the year
I825. In the same year he came to Ohio with his father,
George Fowble. In I854 he married Catharine Byers,
who was born in 1835. They have three children-Susannah, Cosiah C. and Mary S. Mr. Fowble was called
out in the hundred days' service, but sent a substitute.
He is farming at present. His farm contains one hundred and forty acres. For ten years he was in the dry
goods business in Eldorado, and also ran a steam sawmill. He afterwards sold out to R. J. Robinson and returned to his farm.
F. K. Smith was born in Germany in I 798, and when
a child was brought over to this country. The first place
where they settled in Ohio was in Butler county. In the
year 1828 they settled in Jefferson township, Preble
county. F. K. Smith married Sarah Reed, who was born
in Pennsylvania in I 8oo. Twelve children were born to
them, nine of whom survive, namely: Daniel, W. G.,
Elias P., Silas A., Mary, Eliza, Nancy, Sarah and Eliza·
beth. William G. Smith was born in Butler county in
I824. When four years of age he came with his father
to Preble county. In 1848 he married Katharine Stakebake, who was born in Preble county in I83o. They
have four children- Matilda Ann, Sarah E., Theodore S.
and Sadie. Mr. Smith has kept a hotel at Eldorado for
seventeen years. He also owns a farm in Jefferson town·
ship.
. John H. Ford was born in Rockbridge wunty, Virginia, in the year 18o8. From that State he moved to
Ohio, and in I83o settled in section nine of :Monroe
township. He bought eighty acres of land and immediately built a log cabin. The first winter after his arrival
was so severe that he was compelled to fell beech trees
on which his cattle could brouse. His death, which occurred in 184o, in this township, was occasioned by injuries received from a falling tree. His wife, Rebecca
Cooper, was born in Virginia in 1814, and is still living.
Four children were born to them, only one of whom is
living.
Alexander C. Ford, the eldest son of the above, was born
in the year 1837, and in 1863 married Margaret F. Juday,
born in 1843 in Monroe township. Seven children were
born them, four of whom are still living. His farm contains seventy acres- a part of the oTd homestead. During the war of the Rebellion Mr. Ford saw some hard
service. He enlisted in I861 in company E, Fifth Ohio
volunteer cavalry. He was third sergeant of his company. In 1863 he was discharged on account of disability resulting from a gunshot wound in his right arm
and breast, received at Corinth, Mississippi.
Jonathan Wear ley was born in Virginia in I 8o6. About
1832 he moved to Ohio and settled in Preble county.
He died in 1879 in Eldorado. His wife, Elizabeth
Petry, was born in Pennsyh·ania in 1813. Four children

were born them, two of whom are now living, viz.: Mag·
daline, wife of James T. Murphy, and Levi. Mr. Wearley settled in section eighteen in Monroe township. He
had no capital when he commenced, but accumu.lated
a property of about eighty acres.
Levi Wearley was born in 1835 in Monroe township.
He has been township supervisor. His business is that
of a butcher, which trade he has followed for several
years. Besides a lot in Eldorado, he is the owner of a
farm of eighty-seven acres.
Joseph Lee was born in the year 1829. In 1832 he
came to Ohio with his mother, the widow of Abraham
Lee. They settled in section twenty-two of Gratis township. In I 849 he married Elizabeth Shewman, of Gratis
township. Three children were born to them, two of
whom are still living. Mr. Lee was township trustee for
one term. He has also held the office of township supervisor and school director. During the war of the RebellioR he served as corporal of company B, of the One
Hundred and Fifty-sixth Ohio national guard He enlisted in May, I864, and was mustered out in S'.!ptember
of the same year.
William Brown was born in Monroe township in 1835·
In 1856 he married Sarah Kyle, who was born in this
township in 1838. They had eleven children, nine of
whom are now living. Mr. Brown was a justice of the
peace for fifteen years; he has also been trustee, clerk
and assessor for the township. His farm is situated on
section twelve of this township and contains one hundred
and two acres.
Jeremiah Blackford came to Preble county in I83S·
He was born about the year I814. His first wife was
Sarah Kennedy, who died in 1854. He had seven children by his first wife, three of whom survive: AbigaiL
John H., and Rev. L. P., of Connecticut. In 1858 he
married Maria Long, of Cincinnati, born about 183o, by
whom he has had three children: Alfred, Charles and
Mary.
John H. Blackford was born in Preble county in 1843He married Julia A. Kessler in I865. Five children
have been born to them, four of whom are now living:
Harry, Lenore, Frank and Grace. Mr. Blackford is a
minister in the Universalist church. Was pastor of church
in Eldorado until 1879. He now officiates in Connovcr,
Miami county.
Martin V., son of William C. Randall, was born in
Jefferson township in 1839. He married Zerilda Adams
in 1861, who was born in Monroe township in 1839·
They ha,·e had two children, only one of whom now survives. Mr. Randall has been township assessor eight times.
During the late war he was first lieutenant of company
B, of the One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Ohio national
guard. He was out in the one hundred days' service,
and was present at the engagement of Faulk's Mills,
Maryland. He went out in 1864, and was mustered out
in x865. Mr. Randall is engaged in business with J. M.
McWhinney. He was elected mayor of Eldorado in
1879, and is the second to huld that office since the in·
corporation of the town.
James W. Richards was born in 1842, in Monroe town-
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- ·- --- - - - --- -- - - - - - - - - - -ship. His first wife, Louiza Fry, whom he married in
and settled in Eldorado. In 185o he married Sarah
1865, was born in 1848. After her death, which ocHamilton, born in 1834- She died in 1861, and in 1868
curred in 1868, leaving one child, he married Nancy he married Katharine C. McCabe, born in 1842. He
Huffman, born in Gasper township, in 1841. They had two children by his first wife and two by his second,
have one child. Mr. Richards has been township super- all of whom are living. Mr. Henderson has a farm of
visor and school director.
eighty acres. He has been township treasurer for five
Leander R Brasier was born in 1842 in Preble county.
years, and was twice elected township assessor. During
In 1865 he married Margaret Harris, who was born in the war of the Rebellion he served as captain of company
1844, and who died in 1867, leaving one child. In 1869
B, One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Ohio national guard.
he married Rebecca Lawrence, who was born in Darke
William H . Stokely was born in Darke county in 1833·
county in 1849. They have had five children born
In 1869 he married Emma B. Allen, who was born in
them : Cora, Jennie, Addie, Bessie, and Stella. Mr.
the year 1854· Two children were born to them-AlBrasier was elected township trustee in 1874, and again
bert Ellsworth and Forest Verner. in I 877 Mr. Stokely
in 188o. He served for three years in the war of the
was elected township clerk and has served four terms.
Rebellion. He enlisted· in company C, of the SeventyHe t:ame to Preble county in 1870, and settled in Eldofifth Ohio volunteer infantry, and served under Pope and
rado, where he has practiced his trade as tinner ever
Siegel, in Virginia. He served most of the time in the
since. He was in the late war for over four years, enShenandoah valley, and also during the last part of the
listing in 1861, and mustering out in 1864. He served
war in Charleston and Georgia. He was at Hawley's
in the First Ohio zouaves, in the Thirty-fourth Ohio volIsland at the fall of Fort Sumter. He was taken
unteer infantry. He served most of the time under Sherprisoner in Virginia, and confined in Belle Island, Anderidan, in Virginia, but was afterwards with Hancock in
sonville, and Savannah. He was taken prisoner again in
Washington and Baltimore. He was engaged in the
1864 but was released at the end of the war. He was
battle of Charleston, and in some thirty-eight smaller enwounded in the side at the second battle of Manassas,
gagements. Mr. Stokely's father, Thomas Stokely, sr.,
settled in Lexington, Preble county, in I815. He came
and was engaged in the battles of Chancellorsville,
Cedar Mountain, Gettysburgh, Sit"ge of Charleston, and
from Pennsylvania to Preble. From there he moved to
several minor engagements. He co:nmenced business
Greenville, Darke county, where he died in 1855·
in Eldorado, in 1865, in a saw-mill. In 1875 he was
H. J. Lefevre was born in Warren county in 1834- In
burned out. He then moved to Indianapolis, but re-· 1856 he married Eliza J. Stewart, who was born in Pennturned after a year's absence, and started in business.
sylvania in 1835· They have had one child (now deHe keeps a livery stable, grocery and restaurant. Mr.
ceased). Mr. Lefevre came to Preble county and settled
Brasier is fitting up his building for a hotel. He does a
in Eldorado in 1873. He commenced in the drug busibusiness of eight or ten thousand dollars a year.
ness, which he has followed ever since. Since 1874 he
Charles Schreel was born in Pyrmont, Montgomery
has been postmaster. He studied the drug business
under his brother, Dr. N. D. Lefevre, of Anna's station,
county. in 1842. He came to Preble county in 1854Shelby county.
In 1869 he married Mary Oswalt, who was born in
John Vance was born in Montgomery county in 1824.
Darke county in 1849· They have had three children,
two only of whom survive, viz: Jennie and Franklin.
He moved to Preble county in 187 5, and started in busiMr. Sebree! commenced business in Eldorado in 187o; ness with George Shreal, in Eldorado, under the firm
his business was dry goods, groceries, and general merch- name of Shreal & Vance. Their business is general dry
goods and groceries, also purchasing grain and wool.
andise, and purchaser of wool. He has carried on the
business evt:r since. In 1878 he was elected town coun- They do a business of from sixteen thousand to twenty
cilman. He was in the war of the Rebellion for over
thousand dollars a year in Eldorado. In 1847 Mr. Vance
three years. He served in the Seventy-first veteran Ohio
married Emeline Davis, of Montgomery county. They
volunteer infantry. He was with Sherman till they left
have had five children born to them, three of whom surAtlanta and then with Thomas. He was engaged in the vive-Rebecca Jane, Sarah, Emeline and Violetta Laura
Belle.
battles of Shiloh, Resaca, Atlanta, and many others.
jacob Beard was born in Washington county, Mary·
Albert W. S. Lock was born in Fredericksburgh,
Maryland, in 1851. In 1877 he married Keziah Fowble,
land, in 1820. In the year 1855 he moved to Ohio and
settled in section four of Monroe township. In 1845 he
who was born in 1857· Mr. Lock is a great-grandson of
married Mary E. Byers, born in Maryland in 1825.
Captain John Lock. In 1872 became to Preble county
They have had twelve children, eleven of whom are liv- and worked in the grist-mill of Mr. Fowble. In 1878 he
ing. For six years Mr. Beard was a constable of the bought Mr. Fowble's saw-mill, and has since that time
township, i. e. from x866 to 1872. He was also for nine run it himself. The mill has a capacity of about eight
years one of the board of directors of the schools, and thousand feet a day.
William Shewman was born in Gasper township in
has held the office of township supervisor. He owns
and farms eighty acres of land in Monroe township.
1838. In 1866 he married Olivia Eidson, born in 1845,
in Montgomery county. They have one child, Daisy L.
Two of his sons are school teachers.
Mr. Shewman is a carpenter by trade, and has worked in
Isaac N. Henderson was born in Montgomery county,
Eldorado for twelve years. He was in the war of the
Ohio, in 183I.· In 1858 he came to Monroe township
- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - -- Rebellion, first as corporal in company D, of the Twentieth Ohio volunteer infantry, and afterwards in the Fifth
Ohio volunteer cavalry. He was discharged in I 86z for
inability. In I 86-t he re-enlisted in the Fifty-fourth Ohio
volunteer infantry, and served until he was mustered out
in August, I865. He was with Sherman during his campaign against Johnston, and was at GreensborotJgh at the
time of Johnston 's surrender.
Charles S. McCoy was born in Maine in I8I z. In
I826, at the age of fourteen, he was brought to this country by Leander Roberts. In the ye:~r 18.p he m:~rried
Maria Lug:~r, born in Virginia in I 822. Twelve children
have been born to them, eight of whom ,urvive ; Elizabeth Caroline, S:-tmuel L., George W., 1.:-tvim, William
F., Huldah Jane, Mary Ellen, and Clara B. Samuel L.
was born in Monroe township in the y e :~r 1ll-t+ In 187 4
he married l\brtha A. Peme, who w:~s born in Preble
county in 185o. They have one child, LeRoy A. Samuel
L. McCoy was in the bte war in the One hundn:d and
Fifty-sixth Ohio volunteer infantry, and also in the One
Hundred and Eighty-se\·enth Ohio volunteer infantry.
He was eng:~ged at Fox's :\·!ills. After the war he \\':lS
agent for the Indianapolis Wagon Works, and sold the
first wagons ever sold in Preble county. In 1874 he
started in busine>s for himself, as h:uness maker, with
two hundred dollars. H e now has an extensi\·e business
in agricultural implements, buggies, wagons, harness, etc.
He is agent for the Singer Sewing !\lachine company. In
I 879 he did a business of twenty thousand dollars, and
in I 88o, of thirty thou sand dollars.
Jacob Bickle c:~me to Preble county from Augusta
county, Virginia, in 1814. He was the first of the family who came to Ohio. His son, William C., is now living in Monroe township.
James Fudge was born in Wn:;hington county in the
year 1812, and died in this township in 1865. His wife
was Rosabel Pense, born in Rockingham county, Virginia, in the year I 813. He had seven children born to
him, three of whom arc living, viz : l\Iary E. (Richards)
and David L., in this township, and Peter 1\L, in Indiana,
David L. Fudge was born in I853, and in 1874 married
Sarah Young, who was born in Preble county in 1854.
Four children have been born to them. His farm, which
is situated in this township, contains sixty-seven acres.
ELDORADO.

This is the only regularly incorporated town in Monroe township. It was incorporated May I 3, I 87 2, al_
though the plat was recorded by L. R: McWhinny De_
cember 31, I852. At the time of the recording of the
first plat there were only eighteen lots laid off. Additions, since that time, ha\'e been made by A. C. Ford,
Henry Lawrence, and Samuel Banfill. The first officers
were elected in the year 1876 as follows : M. T. McWhinney, mayor; J. M. Cnmpbell, corporation clerk; M. L.
McWhinney, treasurer; J. H . Shoemaker, marshal; M.
V. Rand:-tll, \Y. H. Stokely, W. G. Smith, J . W. Juday,
John Disher and John Eddins, councilmen. The board
of education was composed as follows: M. V. Randall,
president ; J. M. Campbell, clerk; M. T. Me \Vhinney,

treasurer; John Disher, W. G. Smith, and J . F. Irvin.
The present officers are : M. V. Randall, mayor; J. l\-1.
Campbell, clerk; George Sebree!, treasurer; J. W. Clayton, marshal; J. F. Irvin, J. H . Shoemaker, J. W. Cawley, Charles Schreel, C. G. Mastin, and Benjamin Fouts,
councilmen.
Eldorado is situated in the southeastern part of section
five. It is a thriving business place, and is growing lapidly. Its growth is due entirely to the Dayton & Western
railroad. The first settlement that could be calkd a
town was at Hamburgh, a mile south of Eldorado, where
Samuel Ad1ms built the first store, on the place now
owned by Mrs. Polly Kitson. It was in this place that
the church interest first sprung up, and here the first
churchc3 were built. After the building of the railroad
through the northern part of the State, the business gradually centered at Eldorado, and finally Ham burgh became
deserted. 1t is now only recognized by a few houses
standing at the cross wads. In r852 Leroy R . :\kWhin_
ney built the first store in Eldorado. Samuel Rhodes
had built a cabin on the lot where the residence of Rev.
J. H. Bbckford is now standing, in the northern part of
the town. One had been built by Edward Dyell, near
by. Since that time the town has grown rapidly until today it is a place of considerable importance. Several
manufactories are located within its limits, and the several branches of business are well represented, as the following list will show: Groceries, J . Eddins, L. R. Brasier,
and Nelson Beard ; dry goods, M. T. McWhinney,
Charles Schreel, and Schreel & Vance; drugs, H . J.
Leferre ; harness, S. l\1. McCoy; agricultural implements,
S. M. l\IcCoy and McCabe Brothers ; clothi ng, J. M.
Kimmell; millinery, Mrs. Sally Beard; tinware, W. H.
Stokely. There are two hotels in the township, kept by
W. G. Smith and L. R. Brasier. The latter has just
opened his house, with the modern improvements. The
house kept by Mr. Smith is the oldest in the town, and
for many years was the only house of its kind around.
Besides the above there is a large flour- and grist-mill in
town, rented by Stubbs & Company, which is doing a
brge business, also a tile factory, owned by F . P. Campbell, and two carringc shops run, one by Han·ey Ault,
and one by McCabe Brothers.
There are three church buildings in Eldorado, two of
which are strongly supported, and are handsome edifices.
The third is now not regularly used. The people are a
quiet and !Jrosperous class. No intemperance is found,
as the people do not tolerate the sale of spirituous liquors.
The business of M. T. McWhinney is by far the largest in the town. Besides his store he has a large grain
He is a wheat buyer and handles immense
warehouse.
quantities of grain every year.
The school board of the town is composed of the following gentlemen : M. V. Randall, president; J. H.
Campbell, clerk; M. T. McWhinney, treasurer; J. H.
Dlackford, J. F. In·in, and John Disher. The school
building is a large, tasty structure, standing in the northeastern part of the town. There are two grades, each
headed by a competent and experienced teacher.
Eldorado is about twevle miles north of Eaton, and
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albout fourteen miles southwest of Greenville, the county·
se,;t of Darke county. The streets are clean and well kept,
and the whole town presents an attractive appearance.
MA~CHESTER,

or West Manchester, as it is more properly called, is a
thriving village of about one hundred and ftfty inhabitants, in the northeastern part of the township, in sections
two and eleven. It has never been incorporated, although some attempt has been made in that direction,
and the probabilities are that it will soon be a regularly
incorporated town. Its growth is rapid, and the business
increases to such an extent as to justify the expectations
of some of its inhabitants that it will, some day, be a
place of more than local importance. Like Eldorado
West Manchester has grown up entirely since the building of the Dayton & Western railroad. The first collection of houses in this part of the township was at Hagerstown, a place about a mile northeast of .Manchester. At
Hagerstown the first post office in the township was
opened August 29, 1832, and was kept by Jacob F.
Miller. This office was afterwards moved to \\'est 1\Ianchester on the fifth of December, I855, and there kept
by J olm Felton. Hagerstown is now scarcely recognizable. All of the business is concentrated at Manchester,
and Hagerstown exists more in its name than in anything
else. The following list shows the principal business
houses in West Manchester: James \\'. Richards and
James M. Trone, groceries: A. and A. Leas, dry goods ;
J . E. Bodine, drugs; George Grottle, tinware, and John
Schram, harness. Besides the above there are several
minor businesses, such as blacksmithing, barber shops,
etc. The lodges of both the secret organizations of the
township are located here. The business of Messrs. A.
& A. Leas is the largest in the township, and equals that
of any house in the county. Besides their extensive dry
goods establishment, they are heavy buyers of grain,
handling many thousands uf bushels of wheat annually.
There are two physicians in the town: Drs. J. E. Horn
and F. C. Estabrook. The only church building in
Manchester belongs to the United Brethren. West
.Manchester is on the Eaton & Greenville pike, about
eleven miles from the former place.
Brown's station is a small place, a mile and a half east
of West Manchester, on the Dayton & Western railroad.
It is only a stopping place, and is not deserving of the name
of town.
ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

There are seven religious organizations in the township :
Three of the United Brethren, one of the Methodists,
one of the Universalists, one of the Baptists, and one of
the Dtmkers, or German Baptists, as they prefer being
called. The first church building of which any account
can be fouud, was built in 183o, on section twenty-three,
by the United Brethren, on Aaron Chrisler's place, now
owned by Daniel Grubbs. It was torn down over twenty
years ago. Isaac Robinson was one of the first preachers. In 1832 a log church was built by the Baptists in
section fourteen. A building used as a union church
was burned down in 1873· It stood in section one.
;
There is no organization there now.

THE BAPTISTS.

The Dry fork of Twin church was organized about the
year 1822. In 1832 their first building was erected. It
was built of logs and weather boarded, and was situated
in the eastern part of section fourteen. This old building stood until 18So, when it was torn down. A new
building had been erected a few months before, near the
old one, at a cost of four hundred dollars, having
a seating capacity of about two hundred. The present
pastor is the Rev. G. ~f. Peters. The membership 1s
twenty-three.
THE FIRST

U~IVERS.\LIST

CHURCH

at Eldorado was organized in I8-tf), by the Rev. E.
Moore. He was originally a preacher in the Baptist
church. In 1845 he began to preach the doctrine of
l; niversalism in Eldorado, and four years after the present church was organized with thirteen members, as follows : D;miel Disher, Hannah Disher, Franklin BJ.ker,
Mildred Baker, George Fudge, J\lary Fudge, William
Eddins, Sarah Eddins, ~Iary Disher, Henry Fudge,
Sarah Fudge, Evan Baker, and Jane Baker; of these
only Mary and Henry Fudge and Mary Disher survive.
A meeting-house was erected immediately and dedicated
in 185o, by Rev. !\lessrs. E. ~1oore and D. A. Sweet.
The house was built on Daniel Disher's farm, and was
known as the Monroe Universalist church. The house
is still standing on section nine. It is used now for occasional services and for funerals, as it stands near the
cemetery. After the building of the railroad and the
consequent growth of Eldorado, the church thought
proper to build at the latter place. In 1869 a brick
church was built in Eldorado, and was known as the
First Universalist church at Eldorado. The present
pastor is the Rev. J. !\ . Blackford. The actire membership is about fifty.
THE ll:-IITEIJ BRETHREN

of Eldorado were organized in Hamburgh, about the year
1838, by Rev. Samuel Adams. For a good many years
they held meetings around in the houses of the members.
In 1848 they built their first building, a frame house,
which stood directly west of Hamburgh. In 1868 the
congregation was induced to build at Eldorado, and a
tasty building was erected, which stands in the northern
part of the town. The present pastor is the Rev. H. M.
Ambrose. The church has now seventy-three members.
THE l : NITED BRETHREN

at West Manchester built their church building in 1868,
a short time after their organization. The first class
numbered only about twelve persons. The Rev. George
Gilbert was the first pastor. Soon after the building of
the church the Sunday-school was organized. The house
is a frame building, built at a cost of one thousand
seven hundred dollars, and will seat about two hundred
and fifty persons.
The present membership is about
fifty-seven. The Rev. H. l\1. Ambrose is in charge.
THE l:l'ITED BRETHREN

built their present church building in the year 1864, on
land donated by Vincent Homan. This class had origi-
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nally belonged to one which had existed as early as
1835, in the central part of the township, and who had
a church building on what was called the Chrisler place
in section twenty-three. The class afterwards divided,
and those living in the southeastern part re-organized
and built a church building in the eastern part of section
twenty-five, on the township line. The Rev. Charles
Miller was the starter of the church, and during its
erection worked as a laborer. He was also the first pastor. The building is a frame one, capable of seating
about three hundred persons. The Sunday-school was
organized at the time of the building of the church.
The members at present number about forty. The Rev.
J. D. Holsinger has charge of the parish.
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHL"RCH

at Eldorado was organized in Hamburgh, about the year
185o.
Andrew Sterling was the class leader, and the
Rev. Levi White the first preacher. The class at first
used a two-story building owned by Frank McWhinney
at that time. It is now in the possession of W. G.
Smith. In 1859 their church building was built, at a
cost of one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars, dedicated, and their Sunday-school was organizt:d at the
same time. The church gradually grew too weak to
support a preacher, and since 1877 they have had no
regular preaching. At the time of closing the members
did not number over twelve. The Rev. Mr. Hull was
preacher at the time the organization ceased.
THE GERMAN BAPTISTS

claim to have been organized in this township about
sixty years ago. Their present district extends six miles
north and reaches into Darke county, east to Twin creek,
east of Lewisburgh, south about one mile south of the
township line, and west into Indiana,. near Richmond.
They have about one hundred and forty members, and
have their church buildings, two in this township and one
in Darke county. One of those in this township was
built in section twenty-two, on Price's creek, at a cost of
two thousand five hundred dollars. The other is a
Union church, but it was necessary for some denomination to hold the deed, and it was deeded to the German
Baptists. It is situated on Twin creek, in section twelve.
Messrs. Samuel Petrey, R. Stephens, and H. P. Wehrley
are the preachers for this denomination.
~:DUCATIONAL

INTERESTS.

The first school in the township was taught by Jerry
Pense, about the year 1825. The school-house was located on the southwestern quarter of section ten. This
building was burnt down in 1829, during the time Jsaac:
Robinson was teaching. He lacked one month of completing his term, and during this month he taught school
in a smoke-house. Mr. Robinson was one of the most
prominent of the early teachers of this township, and is
remembered by those of his former pupils who are still
living, with esteem. A school building was erected the
year after the destruction of the one mentioned above,
and Isaac Robinson again taught there. After his retirement the school was taught by Miss Lucy Walker.
.\bout r 828 a school-house was built on section twenty-

nine, and for several years there was a regular schq.ol
held there. No record can be obtained regarding its
teachers. The building was burnt down afterwards.
The blame is laid on some of the women, although no
reason, however, has been assigned. This was the second house destroyed in the same manner. The first was
doubtless done by one of the pupils, and this last probably by some woman who was jealous of the teacher's
ascendancy over his pupils. A school-house was soon
afterwards built in the southwestern corner of the township. As the settlements grew and the population increased, a number of schools sprang up all over the township, taught by competent teachers. There are now as
many as ten school buildings in the township. One of
these, at West Manchester, is a large two story buildirg.
The board of education is composed of the following
gentlemen: Samuel Miller, president; W. H. Stokely,
clerk; J. M. Moren, J ac:ob Beard, Samuel Coovert, Daniel Fudge, Jacob Gauch, William Waters, L. K. Deem, J.
H. Kisling and William Brown.
SECRET ORGANIZATIONS.

There are two secret organizations in Monroe township, both of which have their lodge rooms in West Man·
chester, one lodge of Odd Fellows and one of the Improved Order of Red Men.
LODGE NO.

5 20

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS

was organized and chartered May 10, 1872, with fifteen
charter members, viz.: Henry Snell, W. C. Corwin, N.
G.; F. M. Martin, N. G.; William Braum, N. G.; George
Cox, treasurer; J. W. Corwin, N. G.; ]. Braddock, warden; J. A. Lee, N. G.; J. C. Banta, N. G.; William Miller, J. D. Phillips, N. G.; F. A. Black, guardian; M.
Pickering, Corwin, and Banta. Their present officers
are as follows: J . S. Schram, N. G.; J. P. Banta, V. G.;
Jacob Bentley, S. P. G; Orland Ford, recording secretary; Russell Muck, permanent secretary; and C. Pease,
treasurer. The lodge numbers about thirty-eight members, and has a fine lodge building in West Manchester.
PHYSICIANS.

The medical staff of Monroe township is composed of
the following gentlemen: B. F. Crumrine, alopathy,
who resides at Eldorado, and J. E. Horn, of the same
school, at West Manchester. The eclectic branch of the
profe'Ssion is represented by Drs. B. F. Beane, of Eldorado, and F. C. Estabrook, of West Manchester. Dr.
Joseph Beck, of the Physio-Medical school, lives at
Eldorado.
The first physicians of the township, as well as can be
ascertained at this late day, were: William Fraz)l, who
came about the year 1845, from Lewisburgh, and located
in Hamburgh, where Dr. Robert G. Norris soon afterwards practiced, and also Jeremiah Williams.
CEMETERIES.

The several cemeteries in Monroe township have all
been placed under the supervision of the township trustees. There are five burying-grounds in the township,
situated as follows: Brown's cemetery, situated in the
eastern part of section twelve-it is here that Isaac
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- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - , - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - to the tile manufacture Mr. Campbell is extensively enRobinson, one of the first school teachers in the township, is buried; he is remembered by many of the old
gaged in making brick. At the southeastern quarter of
men of the township with mingled feelings of love and
section eight there is a tiling establishment, started in
respect, feeling aroused alike by his naturally amiable
187 5 by Messrs. Coovert, Beck & Brasiec. It is now
disposition and the skilful method of applying the
owned by Messrs. Coovert, Doyle & Doyle. They can
chastening birch; Stump's cemetery, located on section
turn out about seven thousand rods of tiling a year.
nineteen, in the extreme southern part of the section;
J. L. Coo\·ert has a small tile factory near West Manthe Monroe church cemetery was so called because it
chester, started in 1879. Quite a quantity of sorgum is
stands near the old Universalist church, which went by gro_wn in the township, and there are a few sugar or cane
the name of the Monroe Universalist church, at the time
mills, as they are called, located in different section.;.
of its erection; this cemetery lies about a mile directly
The largest is owned by Henry Hapner, in the southeast of Hamburgh, in the southeastern part of section
eastern part of the township. There is another owned
nine; Hamburgh cemetery, near Hamburgh, on section
by Mrs. John Buck, about a mile and a half southwest of
seventeen, and the Wherlei cemetery, near the center of Manchester. The cane is carried there and groun<! and
section twenty-two. This latter is used almost exclusive- the syrup made on the spot.
ly by the German Bar.tists, or Dunkers, as they are betMISCELLANY.
ter known.
The first brick house which was built in the township,
MILLING INTERESTS.
was
built by Darius Miner in 183o, for Daniel Disher.
Owing somewhat to the poor supply of water-power
It
is
still standing on section nine, on the farm now
within the township, but more to the fact that the adjoinowned
by J. P. Banfill. The original contract between
ing townships were well supplied with mills, no mill was
!\liner
and
Disher is still in possession of Peter Disher,
ever erected at an early date in Monroe township. A
of
the
first owner of the house. The next brick
son
few miles either east or west there could be found mills
house
was
built
in the following year ( 1831 ), on section
at an early date, and the pioneer thought little of driving
now
owned by J. J. Bantz. It was built for
thirty-three,
a greater distance than that to get his milling done. The
only mill in the township is the one at Eldorado, built Jeremiah Blackford.
The first distillery ever started in the township, as well
about 1854, and rented by Stubbs & Co. It is owned
as can be ascertained from existing authority, was owned
by Baliss, Vaughn & Co.
by Otto Brumbaugh. This was destroyed over thirty
The first saw-mill was owned by Mr. Foos, on the
years
ago. As has been stated elsewhere, the township
present Foos farm. It was built by Stephen Johns, on
is
now
strictly temperate, and nothing of the kind is
Price's creek, before the year 1840. There are at pretolerated
within the township limits.
sent in Monroe township three establishments of the
The
oldest
person now living in the township, who was
kind, two at Eldorado and one at West Manchester. At
born
there,
is
Mrs. Benjamin Louk. She was Hester,
an early day there were several portable mills in the
daughter
of
Jacob
Baker, one of the early settlers of the
township. The.;e were placed at some convenient place
was
born in 1820, on section sixteen,
township.
She
and when the work in that neighborhood was exhausted,
and
in
1839
married
Mr. Louk. She has to her possesthe mill would be moved to some more favorable locality.
sion
a
bed
spread
made
in Virginia in 1818, and brought
The mills at Eldorado are owned by Messrs. Ervin &
family.
It
is
in a perfect state of preservahere
by
her
Sherman, and by Mr. Lock, and the one at West Mantion
chester by Michael Cotterman. Besides these mills

there is a planing mill at West Manchester, owned by
Messrs. Poe and Burke. It was built in the year 1878,
and has done a large and increasing business since its
erection. The value of such an establishment is fully
appreciated by the inhabitants and is regarded as a favorable sign of future growth and prosperity of4tle town.
Besides the milling interests mentioned above there
are several manufactories in the township. The low and
swampy nature of the country necessitates a thorough
and careful drainage system and to supply the demand
for drainage facilities, several tile manufactories have
been started. There are three of these in the township.
The oldest is the one at Eldorado, started in about 1868
by Messrs. Hilderbolt & Murray. It was at that time
run by horse-power. Mr. F. P. Campbell is the present
owner. It has had several improvements added since its
first erection, the most important of which is the introduction of steam-power. The establishment has a
capacity of some fifteen thousand rods of tile a year,
about double that of either of the others. In addition

PRESENT OFFICERS.

The following list shows the officers, who are, at present, in office: Evan Disher, Levi Creager and L. R.
Brasier, trustees; Anderson Lea.;, treasurer; W. H.
Stokely, clerk; M. V. Randall, assessor; J. H. Shoemaker and S. H. Overholser, constables; Clinton Shurley
and William Brown, justices of the peace. The supervisors are appointed by the board of trustees. The board
of education is given under the head of "educational
interests."
·The elections are held alternately at Eldorado and
Manchester. There is now a town house. By some
means, a slight disarrangement has arisen m the meetings
of the officers. The meetings of the school board have
managed to fall be~ind, so that now instead of meeting
in the same place with the other officers, they are, by
the rule of alternation, meeting at the other side. If the
council meet at Eldorado, the school board meet at West
Manchester, and 1't"ce versa. It would seem to be easy
enough to remedy this by one of the two meeting twice
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in the same place, but the officers will take no move in
that direction.
POPULATION AND VALUATIO:S.

The present number of inhabitants of the to"'nship is
one thousand nine hundred and one. Of these, about
four hundred and fifty are voters. The township has
generally voted the Democratic ticket. The above estimate of. the voters does not mclude those persons whose
religious scruples prevent their pre.;ence at thL· kdlot
box. It is incredible how am·body a'i a denomination
can refuse to its members the priveligc of voting; thus

shutting them out from any participation in the affairs
of go,·ernment, and yet expecting to have the interests
of that body protected by those \'ery laws they refuse to
create or n1aintain.
The property of the township, as given by the latest
assessor's returns, is rated as follows: Land valuation,
seven hundred and ninety-nine thousand· four hundred
and fifty-nine dollars; valuation of chattels, etc., one
hundred and seventeen thousand four hundred and
thirty-five dollars; total value of township, nine hundred
and sixteen thousand nine hundred and ninety-four
dollars.

- - -- - -·- - -- - -

SOMERS.
Somers township was one of the original townships of the county, except Washington and Gasper, contains
the county, and as established under the jurisuiction of thirty-six square miles of territory, or twenty-three thousand and forty acres of land.
:Montgomery county, in~~uded the whole of what is now
m Monroe, \\'ashingt•m, Gasper anu the prl'sent townPHYSICAL FEATURES.
ship of Somers-in other words the whole of the second
The township contains a variety of soil, and is well
range. This township, consisting of four townships of adapiL:d to the production of nearly all classes of crops
the· original survey, was nat:1ed Somers, after Commo- ' which can be raised in this latitude. This part of the
dore Somers, of the United States navy. Of the ekecounty presented in its primeval state a very alluring aplions held while Somers and the whole territory of Preble
pearance, and it is not strange that the Butler county set.was include& in Montgomery county, we have no record,
tlers and the pioneers from the Miamis and from Kenbut we are ab!e to present the reader with the list of otlitucky should have penetrated the valley of Seven Mile so
cers elected itt 18o8, at the first election held after the
early as they did, nor that the country should IJecome in
organi~ion of Preble.
It will be seen that most of a short time the home of so many of them. In nearly
them were from the vicinity of Eaton, which village was
all parts of the country, history tells us, and observation
then in Somers. The list was as follows: l>aniel Heashows us, that the pioneers, who were certainly a preton, clerk; Isaac Enoch, John l\'Iilb and Abraham Hea- ! eminently practical class of men, had some regard for
ton, trustees; John Spacht and James Black, const:~blcs;
picturesque and beautiful aspects, as well as richness of
James Brannon, Dennis Pottenger, John Goldsmith and
soil. \\' e find as a rule that the first settlements were
Henry Johnson, supervisors of the high ways; William
made in localities which had some charm for the eye,
Bruce, treasurer; Moses Dooley and John Ward, overand which revealed the largest of nature in suhtle beauty
seers of the poor; Joseph C. Hawkins, lister; William
of form, as well as in elements of material advantage.
Sellers, appraiser; George Harlan and Samuel Holliday,
Somers p~ents as varied attractions of scenery as any
fence viewers.
township in the county. Its surface is an agreeable mediSomers township was reduced in size May 7, 18o9,
um between the flat monotony of the northern part of
when the county commissioners established Washington,
the county and the roughly broken lands which appear
hut not to its present dimensions. Washington township
in Gratis township. The valley of Seven Mile, which at
extended south two miles farther than at present, and
Eaton is a shallow basin, becomes in Somers a marked
Somers was left with its northern IJoundary two miles
and striking feature in the topography of the country.
north of the present line. We have no information in ' Extending through the township trom north to south it
regard to early elections in Somers after the reduction in
diviues it into very nearly equal portions. At either side
size by the creation of Washington. On June 5, I815,
the table lands sweep away to the boundaries of the
Somers territory was diminished to 'its present extent by
township, preserving a surface which approximates the
the enlargement of Washington, and a few years later
level, though it is often slightly undulating, and there is
the establishment of Gasper made the boundary a pera gradual rise, almost inappreciable to the eye, from the
manent one. As now constituted, Somers is township
top of the hills bordering the valley to and IJeyond the
No. 6, in range eleven, and like all of the townships in
tuwnship lines on the east and west. The surface is
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further diversified by Paint creek (which probably derived its name from the Indians), a stream which rises in
Gasper township, and flowing southeast through the
northwest quarter of Somers, empties into Seven Mile
creek a half mile below Camden. A drive of less than a
mile westward from this vill:.lge, reveals upon Paint creek
a very singular formation, kn01vt1 locally as the "Devil's
Backbone." At this place, which is in the southwest
quarter of section number nine, the stream makes a
sharp cun.·e, flowing around a long, high, narrow ~pear,
projecting promontory-like from the table land. From
the roa<!way which winds down the hill from the neck of
this peculiar ridge, the creek can be seen only a few rods
distant, at either hand. It flows upon the north side
close to the base of the "backbone," which it has evidently cut its way into considerably, and then turning at
an acute angle around the spur, the greater part of the
current flows away from the promontory and under the
high bank upon the other side. Thus one side of the
"Devil's Backbone" shows a precipitous rocky wall,
washed by the stream, while the other is a steep incline.
The greater part of the spur around which the stream
flows is the blue limestone which abounds in this part of
the county and shows frequent exposures. In early years
the beautiful little bottom on the north side of the road
was covered with a dense growth of maples, which made
an impenetrable shade very gratifying to the picnic parties made up of youths and maidens now grandfathers
and grandmothers. Among them this locality obtained
the not very alluring name of "the shades of death."
The maples are all cut away now, and one of the chief
attractions of the place is gone, but the vicinity of the
"Devil's Backbone" retains elements of picturesque lovliness, of which the hand of man cannot rob it, and will
never cease to be a favorite resort for the admirers of
nature and the student of science. Many glimpses of
beaut'y are afforded in the little glen which leads away
from the "backbone" to the westward, and the narrow
gorge, with its perpendicular, and, sometimes, o~·erhang
ing walls of rock, surmounted by towering trees, in the
dense shade of which the dashing 5tream of Paint creek
runs rippling away to join Seven Mile.
There are a number of small streams or "runs" which
flow into Seven Mile, but most of them are dry during a
large portion of the year, and serve simply as conduits
for the water from the hills during seasons of heavy rainfall. Beasley's branch, so named from an early settler,
arid Rush run, are the principal of these minor water
ways.
SETILEMENT.

Somers township was set.tled in the opening years of
the century, and filled up very fast when the beginning
had been made. There were many among the pioneers
who did not long remain in the township, and many
others resided in it for years, but have no representatives there now. A third class, and quite a large one, is
composed of settlers who lived long lives in the township,
died there, and left large families, some members of
which, in many cases, hold the original homesteads, the
lands on which their fathers and grandfathers built their
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first log cabins. Of these several classes we give all of
the important information attainable, and more as a matter of course, concerning the last mentioned than of the
first or second.
The Hendricks family were settlers upon the site of
Camden in 1 8o3, but left in the spring of 1 8o6 to locate
at Eaton; and hence, but little need here be said of
that distinguished pioneer, David E. Hendricks. (An
elaborate biography of his life is given elsewhere in this
volume). We may mention, howt:ver, in this connection,
that he had located at Middletown in 1795, and his removal to the site of Camden, then an unbroken forest, was
only a pushing forward into the wilderness, which was to
be repeated three years later. When he sold his farm it
was to a man by the name of Andrew Tharp, who, it is
said, was influenced to purchase it by a remarkable dream,
in which the appearance of the locality was so strongly
and accurately pictured before him that on seeing the
farm he immediately recognized it as that of which he
had had a sleeping vis10n.
The Pottengers arrived in the township in 1803, and
to-day the family has, in all probability, a larger representation in the locality than that of any other ot the pioneers.
John, Robert and Dennis Pottenger, brothers, came from
Kentucky, to which State they had emigrated from Maryland. The first two located in section ten, and Dennis,
in section two. John Pottenger's first wife was Jane Gilkey, and his second, Catharine Railsback, of Culpeper
munty, Virginia. The descendants of John Pottenger
were ten in number, the first three born in Kentucky.
Thomas, the eldest, married Eliza, daughter of Daniel
Robuins, who was a settler in the neighborhood. William
married Jane Ward, who is now living in Camdet'l. John
married Nancy Barrett. Dennis, the first born of the
family in Ohio, was first married to a Hall, and afterwards
to a Fort. All four of the above mentioned are deceased.
Anna, the oldest daughter, married David Barnett. Nancy (decea.;ed), married Joseph Nellinor. Cynthia married Alfred Bell, and is living in the township. James
was twice married, his first wife being Martha Low, and
his second, Isabella Eshelman. Reuben married Susan
Findley, and Wilson, who is in Camden, Ellen Reed.
John Pottenger, the father, died in 1838, at the age vf
seventy-four years.
Robert Pottenger married, in Kentucky, Fanny Gee.
They reared a large family, viz.: Dennis, Samuel, Anna,
Eunice, Harvey, Willett and Sanford- all removed to Indiana in 1825.
Dennis Pottenger married his first wife, Sarah Gray, in
Kentucky, and after her death married Elizabeth Lowden,
of Butler county. The children of Dennis Pottenger
were William, Hetty Ann (Thralls), now in Florida,
Dennis R., Louis and John. Hetty Ann and John are
the only ones living, and the latter is in Kansas. Dennis R. married, in 1847, Susan, daughter of Bazael
Brown, of Wilson county, Kentucky. He died in 1879,
and his widow resides in Camden.
Thomas and James Newton were settlers in 1803, or the
following year, on the farm where the widow of Thomas
Murray now lives. They were from Pennsylvania.
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- - - - - - --·- - - The Irwins, William and Abram, brothers, came in
from Kentucky at an early day, the former settling where
James Taylor afterward lived, in section two.
Matthew McClung, from Maryland, settled at an early
day at what is now Barnett's station, and raised a large
family. McClung engaged in milling. He built a frame
house in 1814, where David Barnett's house now stands,
which was a remarkably good one for the time, and the
especial wonder and admiration of the neighborhood.
Elisha Carter, a man who was generally regarded as
one of the most intellectual of the pioneers, came from
Kentucky and located on the northwest quarter of section ten. Mary Wilson is the only one of the family remaining in the township.
James Ryan settled near "Fostertown," and the Bogues,
three brothers, Quakers, located west of Camden during
the early year of the settle~ent, but removed in 1829.
James More, who may be regarded as the founder of
Camden, settled upon its site (section nine) about 1804
or 1805, and brought up a large family, none of whom,
however, are now in the township. James More died in
Camden in 1833.
In 1805 also came Isaac Sutton, another of the proprietors of Camden, and settled on the southwest quarter
of section ten. In 1826 or 1827 he moved to Sugar
creek, Montgomery county, Indiana, and with him went
all of his family.
John Laman, sr., was born in North Carolina, from
which State he came on foot to Ohio, and in 1805 he settled in section thirty-four of Somers township. His wife,
Elizabeth Jones, died in 1877. They have had nine
children-Phineas (deceased), Lydia (deceased), Keziah,
wife of John Brown, of Gratis; Rebecca; Henry married
Miss Cook; Elizabeth, wife of James Hartley; John;
Martha, wife of William Taylor; Joseph, married Susan
Frazee; John Laman, jr., married Mary Macy, of Somers
township-they have three children. Mr. Laman owns
a farm oftwo hundred and ei~ht acres near Somersville.
Joseph Laman married Susan Frazee, by whom he has
had four children, viz.: John Henry, George Alpheus,
Matie Elizabeth, and Sarah Ida. He owns one hundred
and sixty acres of land at the home place, and has bought
an additional eighty acres, making two hundred and forty
in all.
John Wright was born in Ireland in q88, and emigrated to this country at an early day, and came from
South Carolina to Preble county about 18o6, and settled
in section thirty-one of Somers town!>hip, where he died
in 1854. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and was
a Covenanter. He did not vote for many years because
of conscientious scruples. His wife, Margaret Cook, was
born in Virginia, and came to Ohio in a very early day.
They had five children, four sons and one daughter.
Three are yet living, viz.: John, William, and Eliza
(Jeffers). John · married, in 185o, Martha Johnson, and
has had eight children. He resides in Israel township
and has been several times elected trustee of this township. William married Mary E. Ramsey, daughter of
John and Isaac Ramsey, and has a ·family of five children. His farm o[ one hundred and eighty-one acres 1s

-· - -- - -- -- ·one of the best in the county, and has been in possession
of the family for seventy-five years. James Wright, deceased, left one child, who lives with the family of William Wright.
Robert Runyon and his wife, Elizabeth (Barnes), came
to the township in 18o6, and two years later removed to
the Robert Harris farm, near Sugar valley.
Thomas Murray, was born in Cornwall parish, county
of Donegal, Ireland, in 1779· In 1806 he emigrated to
Philadelphia. The same year he came to Preble county,
Ohio, and settled in section twenty-eight, Somers township. His wife, Martha Lewellen, was born q88. Her
parents, John and Catharine, emigrated from Kentucky
in 18o6 and settled in this township, wher:: they resided
twenty-seven years. They then moved to Dixon township. Thomas Murray died in Somers in 1859. He had
ten children, five now living : John resides in Somers,
Thomas in Butler county, Ohio; Phillip at Morning Sun,
Israel township; William in Somers, and Sarah A., wife
of Daniel Peters, in Camden.
John Lewellen and his wife, Kate DeVall, originally
from Virginia, came to Somers township in 1809 from
Kentucky, and settled on Paint creek on the farm now
owned by Mrs. Julia Burson. They reared a family of
ten children, of whom three are living, and Mrs. Murray,
is the only one in Preble county.
Phillip Lewellen removed to this township from Kentucky about the year x8xo. He was born in Bullet
county, Kentucky, in 1795, and died in Dixon township, this county, in 1877. His wife (Anna Runyon)
was born in 1793 and died in 1874. They had a family
of thirteen children, the following of whom are at this
writing living: Julia (widow of Jonathan Burson), Martha
(wife of Stephen McWhinney), Bafford, John, Sarah (wife
of James Skinner), Dennis, Jane (wife of Daniel Ockerman), James Harvey, Isaac and Jehu. Nancy, Wilson
and Catharine are deceased. Wilson died In the service
during the late civil war. James H. was born in 183o,
and ma;ried Frances M. Gavin, who was born two years
subsequently.
About the same time that Lewellen came into the
county, Richard Newport made his settlement. Elisha
Hancock came a little later, and after a few years removed to Richmond, Indiana, where his widow still resides.
At later dates than those we have mentioned came
many other settlers, among them George . Hornaday and
Allen Harbard, Quakers, who located on Paint creek;
Thomas Lincholn, who settled near Camden and soon
afterwards moved away; John Ledwell, also a resident of
the immediate vicinity of C.amden, and a son-in-law of
More; John Vandever and his brother, Noah, and the
Davises, Giles and George, who were from North Carolina. They both located on section twelve, and each
raised a large family. David Davis, son of Giles, was a
very hard working, industrious man and became a large
landholder in the northeast part of the township.
John K. Steele, a native of South Carolina, settled in
Somers township in x8xo, and died in 1831. He served
six months in the War of r812. His wife, Margaret
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Wilson, was born in Ireland and died about I856. Eight
children were born to them, three of whom are deceased.
Mary, Margaret, James, Samuel and John are living.
The home farm, located in section seventeen, is in charge
of John and Samuel, who have it in a good state of cultivation and well improved.
Richard Stephen and his wife Letty (Bailey) arrived in
the township some time during the War of 1812, and
the husband was drafted and obliged to leave his wife
and children unprotected in their cabin home in the
woods. They located southwest from the site of Camden, and one mile from the township line. The Stephens were from Bedford county, Pennsylvania, and
were married there. They had two children when they
came to Somers, viz: Rebecca (Hays) now in Dublin,
Indiana, and Mary (Peters) a resident of the township.
There were born after their settlement five children, four
of whom are living, viz: Levi, in Iowa; Isaiah, in Illinois; John R. in Eaton, and B. B. on the old homestead
in Somers; Morton is deceased. John R. Stephens is
clerk of Washington township and justice of the peace,
and has been county auditor and treasurer. Richard
Stephens, the pioneer, died at his home in 184I.
William S. Douglas traces his ancestry to Scotland,
whence his great-grandfather emigrated many years ago.
His father, Joseph Douglas, was born in Pennsylvania,
and in I 814, when fifteen years of age, emigrated to
Ohio. He was very decided in his political views, and
would only use "free labor" goods. His wife, Mary
Steele, was the daughter of William Steele, of Kentucky. Of the six children of Joseph and Mary Douglas, four are living. William S. is unmarried and lives
on the home farm in Somers township. He has been a
member of the board of education for six years, has
been road commissioner, etc.
James H. Douglas, the fifth child of William and
Eliza Douglas, of Israel township, was born in
1843, and married Mary J. Dewitt, daughter of William
Dewitt, of Butler county. They have had two children
-George Elmer and James Roland Harvey. Mr.
Douglas has a fine farm in Somers township, where he
resides.
Samuel Fowler and his wife Rachel (Inman) came
from New Jersey in 18I5, and located on section twenty-four, where they lived all of their lives. Samuel Fowler was born in q86, and died in 1843, his wife surviving him a number of years. They were the parents of
ten children, eight of whom grew to maturity. Benjamin I. was five years of age wllen brought to Ohio, and
is still living, and has been since 1862 a resident of
Camden; Samuel and Catharine are deceased; Rachel
(Hollowell) resides in Indiana; Sarah (Ivin) is deceased; Vashti (Huffman) in Butler county; Matilda
(Shaeffer) in the same locality, and Franklin, deceased.
Benjamin I. Fowler married for his first wife Jane Tietsort, by whom he has had four sons, all now living, viz:
George W., John T ., Francis Marion and James M.
His second wife was Catharine Hanger. There was one
son by this marriage-Scott E.
George Hanger, father of Mrs. Benjamin Fowler, came
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to Preble county at a very early day-about 1808. He
married Miss Susan Loop, by whom he had four children,
Mrs. Fowler being the second child. For his second
wife he married Mary Swakenguest, who survives him;
she is the mother of five children. Mr. Hanger died on
his farm abont 186o.
Charles Beall was one of the pioneers of Somers,
having come into the township with his parents, Thomas
and Fanny Beall, in I8I6. They emigrated from Maryland. There were four children, all now deceased.
Charles Beall was born in 1 794· His wife was Sarah
Orme, who was born in I 796, and died in I 864, in Israel
township, at the residence of her son, Francis. They
had five sons and four daughters. Five are living as follows: Ezra, in Somers; Frances A., in Israel; William C.,
in Gasper; Mary Ann, widow of William Brown, in Lewisburgh, Harrison township; 'and Rev. Alfred Beall,
minister of the Methodist Episcopal church at Springborough, Ohio.
l\lrs. Cynthiana Beall, daughter of John Pottenger,
married Alfred Beall. He came from Maryland with his
uncle, Thomas Beall, in or about the year 1825. Their
children are: Ellen (deceased), William, Susan, wife of
Finley Hoffman; Anna, wife of Charlie Kelly; Reuben,
who married Miss Llewelyn; and James, not married.
William Bennett, grandfather of John H. and David
Bennett, was one of the early settlers of this township.
He was born in Virginia about 1766, and came to Ohio
from Kentucky. He died in Somers township in the
year 1835. He was a soldier in the War of 1812. John
Bennett, son of William, came to Somers in I8I8, and
loc_ated on section twelve, where he lived all of his life.
He was born in q86, and died in 1866. His wife was
Elizabeth Hopper, the daughter of Kentucky pioneers.
She passed away in 187 I, at the ripe age of eighty-eight
years. The following are the names of their descendants of the first generation: James Madison, Julia Ann
(Frum), Alfred and William, all deceased; John H., a
resident of Camden for the past three years; Jane (Loop),
in Gratis township; Nancy (Loop), deceased; Sarah
(Randolph), in Gratis township; Nimrod, deceased; and
David.
David Bennett is the youngest child of John Bennett.
He was born in Somers township, in 1825. He married
Martha J. Woods, who was born in Butler county, Ohio,
in 1831. She is the daughter of William L. and Mary
McKee Woods, who lived in Preble county. To M1.
and Mrs. David Bennett have been born two children :
William L. married Amanda E. Raikes, and Oscar M.
lives at home. Mr. Bennett owns ninety acres of land
in section fourteen, where he resides.
John Reeve, sr., was a native of Gloucester county,
New Jersey, and in I8x6 came to Ohio, stopping for
about two years in \Varren county, and afterwards removing to Somers township, where he died about I87o. His
wife was Susan Van Skiver.
John Reeve, jr., is the seventh of twelve children. He
married Margaret Brown, the daughter of Robert H.
Brown. Her folks came to Preble county about fifty
years ago. To Mr. and Mrs. Reeve have been born two
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- - - --children: Lurton F. and Porter B. Mr. Reeve's farm
consists of one hundred and fourteen acres, located on
the Camden and Fair Haven pike.
Michael Dillman was born in Virginia in I 784, and
settled in Somers township, east of Camden, in I819.
He died in I834· His wife was Susannah Hypes. They
had six children, all of whom are dead except Joseph
and John. J uhn lives in Illinois; Joseph married Julia
Ann Craiger. To them have been born t:leven children,
nine of whom are living, viz: Ada line, wife of W. B.
Brown; Henry mamed Mary .Moon; David F. married '
Miss Borradaile; L Milton, the lawyer, married Anna
Carson, and lives in Illinois; James !\J. married Anna
Brown; William married Mary Borradaile; Laura, Emma,
and Elizabeth are unmarried; Mary E. is dead; and
Lerton is a practicing physician in Brookville, Indiana.
Mr. Dillman owns a well Improved farm of two hundred
and forty acres. In earlier life he was an extensive stock
dealer, but is now leaJing a more retired life, and the
farming is conducted by his children.
John and Mary Mills, from York county, Pennsylvania,
settled in 1818, upon the southeast quarter of section
nineteen. John Mills was one of the early justices of
the peace, and quite a prominent man. He died in
1835• at the age of seventy-three.
Peter Sheafer, son-in-law of Mills, came from Lancaster
county, Pennsylvania, in 1819, and settled in the same
part of the township. He was a miller by trade, and
operated various mills. Among them the Bruce mill at
Eaton, Gasper Potterfs in Gasper, Jones' mill in Somers,
the McClurg mill north of Camden, and one built by
himself on the creek, south of Camden. He was in
Illinois from I838 to 1847. He died in 1861, at the age
of sixty-six. J. M. Sheafer, csq., of Camden, is a sonin-law of Peter Mills.
Zachariah Thornberry and his wife, Susan (Jones),
located ncar the site of Barnett's mill in 182o. He died
in I8Jo, and his wife in 1832.
Among their children
was the first wife of Judge Haines, of Eaton (Nancy
Thornberry); Maria, wife of John Brennan, of Camden,
and Mary (Bennett).
James Taylor came to Somers about the same time as
the above, and located on section two.
Frederick Shaffer was born in Pennsylvania in 1787.
In I827 he emigrated to Somers township. His wife
was Elizabeth Copp. Mr. Shaffer was one of the five
thousand who volunteered to save Baltimore in the War
of I8 12. He served till till the end of the war, and is
now a pensioner of that war. He has had ten children,
six of whom are now living.
David Kennedy was born in· New Jersey in I 774, and
in I 796 came to Cincinnati. He owned the first ferry
crossing at Cincinnati when he was accidentally drowned
while in the discharge of his duties. His wife, .Martha
Harden, was born in q86, and dil:d in Hamilton county
in I 865. David Ken~tedy died in the same r.ounty in
about ten years prior to the death of his wife.
Benjamin P. Kennedy, the only surviving child, was
married first to Anna Baxter, and after her death, he
married Sarah Frazee. Mr. Kennedy is the father of six

- -- - --- -- - -- ----- -- -- - --- -children, all of whom are living, save one: Jane is the
wife of John Pottenger; Andrew J. married Sarah Frazee,
daughter of Squire Frazee; Eliza is the wife of James
White; Wilson married Anna Frazee; Martha is the fifth
child, and Benjamin is dead. B. P. Kennedy has spent
his whole life on the farm. He owns a good farm m
Somers township, where he resides.
There are more than one hundred descendants of
David Kennedy living.
Wilson Kennedy, the fourth child of Benjamin P.
Kennedy, was born in 1840. He married Anna Frazee,
by whom he has had four children, all of whom are living: Harry, Mary, Edith and an infant. Mr. Kennedy
owns one hundred and fifteen acrec; of land in Somers
township.
John H. Ross located in Somers in 18I9, and still resides upon the farm which he originaliy settled. He
was the son of D:miel and Phrebe (Hogalin) Ross, who
were early settlers in Butler county, and from New Jersey.
Mr. Ross was born May 20, I 797, and two years after coming to the township, January 4, I82I, married in Cincinnati Jane Orsborne, who was born July I, 18oo.
She lived until 1872, and was the mother of ten children, viz: Elizabeth, deceac;ed ; Charles, Sarah (Raikes),
Phebe (Pierson), Mary Ann (Marsh), deceased; Elizabeth Jane and Joseph, also deceased; Cyrus, who lives
on the farm with his father; John Wesley in Idaho, and
Cornelius Denny, who was in the army and died from
disease contracted there.
David S. Marshall's ancestors came from Ireland.
His father was born there in I8Io. About I82o he
came to Preble ~ounty and settled in Israel township.
His wife, Margery M. Sample, was born in Somers town·
ship in x8I5. To them were born eight children, six of
whom are h\·ing, viz: John, David, Mary A, Sarah M.,
Elizabeth and Rebecca Ellen (known as Ellen). David
S. Marshall married Eliza E. Johnston in I867. They
have six children : Viva, Bertie, Eddie, Lida, Charles
and Maggie. Mr. Marshall ic; a large farmer, and owns
three hundred and twenty acres of land in Somers
township.
Azel Pierce and his wife Lois Ladd came to Somers in
I 82o. Pierce died five years later, at the early age of
thirty-two, having been born in I 793· His wife survived
him many years, and was twice married, the first time to
Charles Ross, and then to James Creeson. Pierce was
one of the few Adams men in the county, and probably
the only one in Somers. He left five children: Azel,
deceased in 1847; Charles, in Sacramento, California;
Mary Jane (Glasgow) deceased; Marinda (Otis) deceased, and Francis Augustus, a well known citizen of
the township.
Augustus Pierce was born shortly after his father's
death. He was raised in Preble county. In I848 he
married Nancy Barnett, daughter of David Barnett.
She was born in Somers township in I827. For five
years ~er their marriage they lived in Camden, and
prior to I874, they resided in Gasper township. They
moved to their present residence near Camden in I874Their seven children are all living, and five are at home.
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James Barnett and his wife Anna (Enoch) came from
Pennsylvania to Butler county in 18o3; moved to Jefferson township in 1819, and to the spot where Brubaker's
mill now is, adjoining Camden, in 1823. James Barnett was born in Pennsylvania in 17 71, and died in
1846. He was a miller, a weaver, a distiller an"d a fine
mechanic. During the War of r812 he was flour inspector. He was the father of eight children, the first
three of whom were born in Pennsylvania, and the others, except the youngest, in Butler county. Ezekiel
Barnett, now deceased, had married, before he came to
Somers, Eleanor Auspach, of Butler county. They had
three children: Louis, now in Camden; Alexander, deceased, and James in Butler county. David Barnett
married Anna, daughter of John Pottenger, who is still living with her husband at Barnett's station. They have
had eleven children: Louisa (Corson) and Nancy
(Pierce), both in Somers; Jane (Orebaugh), deceased;
John, deceased; Hannah (Payne) in Somers; Willis, deceased; Catharine, wife of W. C. Barnett, in Butler
county; Anna (Edmunds) at Lima, Ohio; Elizabeth, deceased; Eleanor (Potter) and James in Somers. David
Barnett was born May 11, 1801. He has been prominently identified with the interests of Somers township,
having been trustee for twenty-three years. He has also
been a county commissioner; and in the session of I 8441845, was a member of the legislature. He was a member
of the constitutional convention of I8so-'s I, and of the
State board of equalization in' r87o-'71. He was influential in securing the construction of the Eaton and
Hamilton railroad, and was for nine years president of
the company. Nancy Barnett, sister of David, married
John Pottenger, and lives at Eaton. James married
Martha Creeson. reared a large family and, in 1875,
removt:d to Harrison township. John married Jane
Creeson and now resides in Indiana. Anna, Abner
and William are deceased.
Jonathan and Jane Hewitt, natives of Ireland, came
to America in 1814, to Butler county the same year, and
to this township in 1827, locating on the John Murray
farm, one mile northwest of Camden, where they lived
the balance of their lives. Mr. Hewitt died in 1842,
and his wife, ten years later. They had nine children, of
whom the elde5t, Hamilton, now living in Iowa, was
born in Ireland, and the second, Margaret Ann (Hamilton), also in Iowa, upon the ocean. The other descendants are, John, in Iowa, Robert in Indiana, Thomas, in
Camden, Irvin and Susan (Skinner), in Iowa, James, in
Nebraska, and Mary Jane, in Illinois. Thomas Hewitt
married for his first wife Ann Hazelton, and his present
wife was ~Irs. Hannah Aukey, nee Devall. It is aremarkable fact that in this family of nine children, the
oldest over seventy years of age, there has never occurred a single death. The six brothers have all been
seen together in the harvest field at the old homesteada half dozen as sturdy and strong men as the county
could furnish.
Louis Loop was born in Augusta county, Virginia,
from which State he emigrated to Ohio, and in 1823 settled in section thirteen, Somers township. His wife was
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Nancy Wilson. He died in this township about I85o.
They had seven children, as follows: Lavina C., Susannah, Wilson, Eliza, Julia, Robert and Anderson. Anderson Loop married Anna Lehman, and has always lived
on his farm. During the war of the Rebellion he served
in the Seventy-fifth and One Hundred and Sixty-ninth
Ohio. He has two children.
Daniel Lamm, born in North Carolina in 18o8, moved
to Ohio in I83I and settled in Somers township. His
wife, Keziah Elliott, born in 1807, is now living. He
has been dead since I836. They have had three children-Bethena, who married Ellis C. Smith, Benjamin
and Daniel. Benjamin Lamm married, first time, Mary,
daughter of Samuel Stowe. They had three childrenWilber A., Elmer N. and Charles S. His second wife
was Julia A. Loop, daughter of Lewis Loop. Mr. Lamm
is a carpenter and farmer. He is the owner of fifty-nir:e
acres of land.
Daniel .M. Westfall was born in Preble county in 1837.
He was the son of Eli Westfall, a native of Virginia, who
came to Ohio more than sixty years ago. Daniel married
Martha Posey, daughter of George Posey, of Illinois. To
Mr. and Mrs. Westfall was born one child-MaryS.,
now fourteen years of age. Mr. Westfall served three
years and five months as a private in the Thirty-fir'>t Indiana regiment, company E. He received several wounds
in the face, which nearly destroyed his eyesight.
He
was wounded at Kenesaw Mountain.
Adam Rahn settled in Stark county, Ohio, about I829.
His father was Philip Rahn, a first lieutenant in the army
of General Washington. Mr. Rahn was a member of
the celebrated Rahn family of Pennsylvania. Adam
Rahn married Hannah Keplinger, of Baltimore county,
Maryland. Nine children were born to them, all of whom
are living. Their ~on, Samuel K. Rahn, left Canton,
Stark county, at the time of the death of his father,
which event took place in 1858. He went to Dayton,
where he engaged in the manufactnre of agricultural im·
plements, He afterwards engaged in the dry goods and
grocery business. He now owns one hundred and eightytwo acres of land in section twenty-five. He has made
large improvements, having put out sixteen hundred
acres of tiling, and a large orchard. He deals only in
the best stock. S. K. Rahn married Hattie Garlaugh,
daughter of David E. Garlaugh, of Dayton. To Mr.
and Mrs. Rahn have been born two sons-Charles, attending school at Springfield, and Lewis, who is at home.
William Owens was born in Pennsylvania about 1790,
and died in Iowa in 1863. He married Macy Pollock,
of Pennsylvania, who died in I841. They had eleven
children. Their son, John B. Owens, was born in 1828
and came to Israel township in I838. He was married
to Nancy Swan. They have one child--Nancy E. Mr.
Owens owns a farm of eighty-three acres in section seventeen of Somers township, where he now resides.
William Swan, sr., was born in Pennsylvania about
I 790. He emigrated from that State to Ohio, and settled in section twenty-nine of Somers township, in I839,
where he died in I84S· His wife, Elizabeth Carr, of
Pennsylvania, died in 1862. They had four children,
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viz.: William, Robert, who married Mary Ann Parsons,
a descendant of Sheriff Parsons, of Massachusetts, who
held office under George III; Mary E., wife of John B.
Owens, and Maggie E., who married John Marshall, and
died in I879·
William married Christina Krama in
I86~.
The fruits of this union are two children, William
and Mary E. He is a prominent church member, and
has held important offices in church. He has a fine farm
of two hundred acres. Is engaged in fruit raising also.
Samuel Young was born in 1790, in Pennsylvania.
From this State he moved to Ohio, and in I8ox settled
in Cincinnati.
In I8I2 he moved to Butler county,
where he died in I875· By his first wife, Miss Baker,
he had two children--Josiah, who married Rebecca
Greenwood, and Hannah, wife of James Irving. By his
second wife, Rohama McCain, he had eight childrenJames D., Sarah Ann, Maria, Malinda, Julia, Alexander,
Samuel Edgar, and Dorcas. James D. Young married
Elizabeth E. Armstrong, and has a family of eight children. He owns a stock and grain farm of two hundred
and eighty acres, one of the finest in the county.
James B. Duffield's paternal ancestors were from Ireland, and his maternal relatives came from Germany at
an early day. His father emigrated from Lar.caster
county, Pennsylvania, to Butler county, Ohio, about
r83o. His wife, Eli1..abeth Bell, the mother of James B.
Duffield, was a native Pennsylvanian. They were the
parents of six children, four of whom are living. James
B., the third child, became a resident of Somers township in 1845.
He married Jane l\IcLary, daughter of
Samuel McLary, of Butler county. Their children are:
Mary E., deceased; John, the husband of Ada Stafford;
Eliza Jane, wife of Nathaniel Shellenberger; George, husband of Nettie Stubbs; and Sallie, living at home. Mr.
Duffield IS one of the most enterprising and successful
farmers of the county. His farm consists of more than five
hundred acres of well improved land. He is a large
stock dealer and breeder of fine stock. He does business on a large scale, and is known all over the county as
a leading stock man.
William Stubbs was born in Georgia in I8o3, and in
1 8o 5 came to Preble county with his parents and settled
in section thirty-six of Somers township. His wife, Delilah Perham, lives in West Elkton. They had six children, four ofwhom arc living. Their second son, Elihu,
who lives on the home place, was born in I833, and married Susan Gifford. Their three children arc: William,
Jesse, and Mary. Mr. Stubbs' farm consists of one hundred and sixty acres of land in the southeastern corner of
Somers township.
Christian Eby, sr., who was born in York county, Pennsylvania, removed to Ohio and settled in Montgomery
county in I838. He died in I..anier township, near Enterprise, in 1859. He married Susannah McDonald,
who was raised in Pennsylvania. His children were
Elizabeth, John, Jane, Samuel, Sus,1nnah, Christian,
Agnes, Catharine, Adam, Wilson, James, Sarah L., and
Jacob. Samuel, Agnes, and Susannah ar~ deceased.
Christian Eby, one of the thriftiest farmers of this
township, first started for himself in Montgomery county.

He had little in the way of cash to begin with, but by
industry aud frugality afterward accumulated a fine property. He returned from Montgomery county to Hempstead, Maryland, where he married Diana Murray. · He
has six children living and two deceased. His residence
is one of the finest in southwestern Ohio.
John C. Eby, son of Christian Eby, was born in Montgomery county m I845. and in I855 came to Preble
county with his parents, and stopped in Gratis township
until his marriage, which occurred in I873· He married
Mattie A. Silver, who was born in 1853. She is the
granddaughter of Major Robertson, who was an early
settler of Twin township. Five of their six children are
living. Mr. Eby lives a short distance west of his father,
and owns a farm of two hundred and thirty-eight acres.
Franklin F. Raikes was born in Lancaster county,
Pennsylvania, and settled in Somers township in I844·
His father died about I823. His mother's maiden name
was Frances Stiner. He is the last of four children. His
brother, Wesley, was killed in the battle of Gettysburgh.
The wife of Franklin Raikes is the daughter of William
Darby, of Washington city, the publisher of Darby Geographical dictionary. He was also surveyor of Louisiana,
was a captain in General J ack<>on's army at New Orleans,
and was at one time connected with the treasury department at Washington. Mrs. Raikes is his only child. To
Mr. and Mrs. Raikes have been born seven children,
only two of whom are living. Mr. Raikes came to Ohio
in I 844, and actively engaged in politics in behalf of
Henry Clay. He is a strong advocate of the common school
system, and is constantly identified with the interests of
schools. He served eighteen months in the army of the
Potomac, as lieutenant of company G, Seventy-fifth regiment, and served for two and a half years in the Ohio
cavalry. He is a saddler by trade.
Jacob Sterzenbach was born in Lancaster county,
Pennsylvania, in 1829.. His father was a native of Bavaria, Germany. Jacob Sterzenbach came to Butler
county, Pennsylvania, in I831. From there, in I848, he
came to Ohio, and settled in Somers township. His wife
was D. Rexy Houk, born in I828. They have four children-Caroline, Samuel, Margaret, and Renie.
Mr.
Sterzenbach has been township trustee for eight years,
and owns one hundred and ten acres of land.
William Douglass was born in Scotland about the
year 1771 . In I8o5 he settled in Milford township, Butler county. He came to this State from Pennsylvania.
His wife was Eliza Coulter. He had nine childrenThomas C., Margaret A., William A., James H., Robert
A., Isabella, John C., Benjamin B., and Samuel J. Mr.
Douglass died in I 869. James H. Douglass was born in
I843· He married Martha J. Dewitt, daughter of Willis
Dewitt, of Butler county, and has two children. , .:.. n~•J
Ferdinand Grupe was born in Wurtemberg, Germany,
in t8I4. He moved to Ohio from Pennsylvania in 1851,
and settled in Somers township. His wife was Elizabeth
Spice.
Louis E. Grupe was born in 1843· In I864 he married Margaret Barnet, who was born in I 844, in Somers
township. Mr. Grupe was in the war of the Rebellion
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for two years. He was dischargeQ. after the battle of
Stone River, Nashville, Tennessee. He served as private
in the Twentieth Ohio volunteer infantry, as sergeant in
the Thirty-sixth Indiana volunteer infantry, and as commissary in the One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Ohio national
guard. He was engaged in the battles of Perryville, and
Wild Cat Mountain, Cumberland, Maryland. Mr. Grupe
now runs a flour- and grist-mill in Baltimore, Harrison
township.
David Semple was born in Pennsylvania in 18I5. His
father was born in Ireland in I 785. David Semple married Sarah Sterrett. They have had eleven children, four
of whom are now living.
Lewis Parker was born in New Jersey in 1802. From
New Jersey he emigrated to Ohio, and, about 1833, he
settled in Butler county, where he is now living. He
owns a farm of three hundred acres. His wife was Mary
Smith (now deceased). The result of this union was
nine children, as follows: A5her; Sarah, who married
John Van Skiver; Lucy, who married John Mings; William, deceased; Thomas, John, Richard, Charley, and
Lewis. Thomas married Maggie McGruen. They have
had four children-Aionzo, Mary, Richard, and William.
Charles married Charlotte Kimball. Their children areAnnie, Laura (deceased), Cora, William, Jessie, Richard,
and Minnie. Mr. Parker owns a fine farm of one hundred
and fifty-eight acres, which is in a high state of cultivation.
Richard Parker, born in 1842, bought his present place
in 1876, and built his residence in 1879. He is a farmer
and dealer in live stock. His farm comprises about one
hundred and sixty acres.
James White's father was born in Butler county about
the year 1804, and died in that county in 1838, when
about to remove to Illinois. His wife was Sarah Frazee,
by whom he had two children: Lydia, the wife of David
Kennedy, and James. The latter was married to Eliza
Kennedy, daughter of Benjamin Kennedy. To Mr. and
,Mrs. White have been born six children: Nellie, Ada,
Charles, John, Sadie and Mattie. Mr. White owns one
hundred and seventy-four acres just southwest of Camden, and on this farm he has his residence.
Moses Whitson was born in Pennsylvania in 1790.
He emigrated from that State to Ohio in 1847, and settled in Camden. His wife was widow Frances Raikes.
They have three children living: C. S., M. T. and L. W.
One died when four years old.
L. W. Whitson married Rachel Swain. Two children
were born to them, one of whom is now living.
M. T. Whitson, born in L·mcaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1836, married Eliza J. Loop, daughter of Lewis
Loop, of Somers township. Two children are the result
of this marriage.
Thomas Lloyd was born in Pennsylvania in I814, and
emigrated to Ohio in 18 5 I, and settled in Camden. By
his wife, Margaret Clarke, he had six children, five of
whom are living.·
Thomas C. Lloyd married Flora Korner, by whom he
has had one child. Mr. Lloyd is a carpenter, builder
and contractor.
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The Christian church was the pioneer among religious
organizations in Somers township, as well as elsewhere in
the county. Bank Spring church was organized in the
northern part of the township, very soon after the settlement was made, and about 1830 a small house of worship
was built on Seven Mile creek, near the locality now
known as Barnett's station. During the early years of its
existence this was a strong and flourishing organization,
and embraced in its membership nearly all of the pioneer
families in the neighborhood. This was during the days
of Purviance, Dooley Burton W. Stone, William Kincaid
and other strong, energetic and self-sacrificing apostles
of religion. The church suffered a decline when these
men passed away, and was weakened by the preaching of
the doctrines of Alexander Campbell, but it remained in
organic being until about 1840. The church building
passed into the hands of William Bennett, and when he
died, his family gave it to the Universalists, from whom
it went into the hands of Richard Pottenger about 1868.
~IACEDONIA CHAPEL (~!F.THODIST EPISCOPAL)

is located in the eastern part of the township. An organization was affected here at an early day, but up to
1825 or 1826 no regular meetings were held, and there
was preaching only occasionally held, generally by loca
preachers, and at rare intervals by the preacher of Green
ville circuit, and later by those appointed to the Eaton
circuit. Charles and John DeMoss and Garritt V. Hopkins were among the active, early supporters of Methodism in the neighborhood of Macedonia. About 1830
the Macedonia society bought a small church building
of the Baptists in Gratis township, and moved to the spot
which their chapel now occupies. This was replaced in
1868 by the present structure.
LOW'S CHAPEL (UNITED URETHREN).

William Low, one of the principal followers of the United Brethren faith during his life, may be regarded as
the founder of the church which bears his name. Low
had preaching in his house about 1840, and his barn was
sometimes used for religious gatherings in the summer
time. Still later a frame house, which stood upon his
farm, was moved to the roadside, and preaching was
held in that for a number of years. In 1862 Mr. Low
donated a lot, consisting of one acre of land, from the
front of his farm, and upon the lot was erected the house
of worship known as Low's chapel, and largely attended
by people of the United Brethren church and others in
the western part of Somers township. The chapel cost
about one thousand two hundred dollars, and is a very
pleasant and comfortable house of worship. Rev. P. H.
Davis was pastor for the church at the time the house
was erected, and the building committe, or trustees, were:
Joseph Dillman, John Van Scarver, and Lewis Parker.
The present officers are as follows: John Q. Pottenger,
John Dodge, and John Reeve, trustees; John Reeve,
class leader ; John Dodge, class steward. Preaching is
afforded every two weeks, the pulpit being supplied by the
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Rev. A. K. Albright. The church membership is thirtynme.
There are three churches in Camden, the Presbyterian,
Methodist Episcopal, and Universalist. The first and
second are old churches, and unfortunately we arc unable to give any extended history of either of them, an
extended and thorough search for facts revealing very little beside the discovery that the records of both have
not been kept.
,
:
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
was organized early in the existence of Camden, and the
first church edifice stood upon the hill j•1st west of town,
surrounded by a burying-ground, which was deeded to
the trustees at the same time the ground for the church
was-about 1830. This church edifice was used at its
original location until 1836, and then moved to the site
of the pr.esent church. Father Zimmerman was one of
the most active of the early members, and did much to
advance the interests of the church. The present Methodist Episcopal church of Camden was commenced in
1849, and finished in 185o. It is of wood, and was built
at a cost of about one thousand two hundred dollars,
though half as much more has been expended in making improvements during recent years. A parsonage was
built in 1872 at a cost of about one thousand five hundred dollars. The present pastor of the church is the
Rev. G. W. Weaver, and the following are the officers:
John R. McGriff and G. W. Schultz, stewards; John R.
McGriff, G. W.
, Schultz, J . C. Walls, James Richards,
class leaders; G. W. Schultz, J. A. Huffman, J. C. Walls,
Peter Foutz, William Orebaugh, trustees; J. A. Huffman,
treaurer and clerk.
THE PRESUYTERIAN CHURCH,

like the Methodist Episcopal, is an old organization. It
is in a flourishing condition; has about eighty members,
and has recently put up a very handsome and amply
commodious church building upon North Main street,
the cost being a trifle over four thousand five hundred
dollars. The church was organized about the time the
Methodist Episcopal church came into existence, and
some time prior to I83o a house was erected which, for
the time, was a very fine one. It is still standing on
South Main street, and is known as the town hall or
Fowler's hall. The church has now no regular pastor
but a stated supply. The following are the officers:
Robert Homsher, James Wilson, William Corson, John
B. Owens, William Swan and William L. Woods, elders;
J- S. Ferguson, Thomas Hewitt, deacons; Howard Young,
John M. Sheafer, Benjamin Fowler, trustees.
THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH.

I

regularly. Payne's hall was secured and Rev. T. S. Guthrie was engaged to preach regularly, commencing on the
twelfth day of April, I 868. An excellent choir was organized under the supervision of Professor James A.
Mitchell, with Mrs. Mary E. Whiteside, as organist.
On the tenth day of October, I868, a meeting was
held at the residence of Mrs. Olivia Carrol, for the purpose of effecting a church organization. The following
named persons united in church relations upon professions of faith, and organized a church under the name of
"The First Universalist church of Camden, Ohio," viz.:
D. R. Pottenger, Olivia Carroll, Maria Yost, Martha
Barnett, James Barnett, Ira K. Place, Ellen M. Pottenger,
Olivia Pottenger, and Susan Pottenger.
A constitution was adopted for their government as a
church organization, acknowledging its allegiance to the
Universalist church of the United States, and recognizing
the ecclesiastical authority of the general convention, and
~he jurisdiction of the Ohio convention.
After the permanent organization was effected, there
was quite a number of accessions to the church, and
it was deemed advisable to procure a lot and erect a
church. The trustees procured a lot on the northeast
corner of Lafayette and Main Cross streets, a beautiful
location, being in the central part of the town. A building committee was appointed with James Barnett as
chairman. Subscription books were put in circulation
for the purpose of raising a fund sufficient to build a
church edifice, which were responded to liberally by the
members and friends of the church. The building was
commenced early in the spring of x869, and completed
about the first of December of the same year. The
church is a substantial brick building, thirty-eight by fiftyeight feet, and was erected and furnished at a cost oi
about five thousand dollars. The church was dedicated
with appropriate ceremonies on the fifth day of January,
1869.
The Sunday-school was organized, with A. B. King as
superintendent, on the second day of January, 1870.
Rev. T. S. Guthrie supplied the pulpit regularly up to
October 9, 1870, when Rev. R. T. Polk, of Oxford,
Ohio, assumed the duties of regular pastor.
Rev. W. J. Crosley and wife were engaged to supply
the pulpit.for one year, to preach alternately, commencing in April, I 876. After the expiration of their engagement, the pulpit was supplied by J. W. Tucker, D.D., of
this place, until April 28, 1878. J. S. Cantwell, D.D.,
(editor of The Star ifl the West, of Cincinnati, Ohio),
assumed the duties of pastor.
Peace and harmony have prevailed throughout the en_
tire organization of the church.

Rev. T. S. Guthrie, of Eaton, Ohio, commenced
THE VILLAGE OF CAMDEN
preaching occasional sermons in the old "Bank Spring
church," about two miles north of Camden, during the
is situated about two miles from the north line of the
township and railway between the eastern and western
summer of x867. The services were largely attended by
the citizens of Camden and vicinity, a portion of whom
boundaries, upon the western side of Seven Mile. It is
had never heard a Universalist preacher, and went ' tastefully laid out and presents a neat and attractive appearance. The streets are broad, cleanly and well
through curiosity. The interest grew, however, and in a
shaded, and the residences which flank them are generalfew months there was a feeling manifested to secure a
ly thrifty, comfortable, home-like looking places. Few
house in town to hold services in and have preaching
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records without a final "b," but the name of the village
villages present so little of the unsightly as Camden. It
has
always been spelled with one. In 1835 the name of
is a community in which good order prevails, and in which
'
Newcomb
was exchanged for that of Camden, which was
the better class of morals form the dominant power.
bestowed as a sort of memorial of Camden, South CaroAs the center of trade for a large, highly improved seclina, where the Revolutionary battle was fought.
tion of country in which the farmers are nearly all wellto-do, Camden has a larger share of retail business than
CAMDEN STATION.
generally falls to the lot of villages similar in size.
The agents of the Hamilton, Eaton & Richmond
Although it has seen better days, there are many
railroad at Camden, have been William Pottenger, N. W.
material evidences of prosperity in the Camden of toCarroll, V. D. Rees, Abram B. King, and the present
day, and it is a prosperity which flows from the best posincumbent, Henry H. Payne. These five men have
sible sources-that is the measured success of the many
together served about twenty-eight years. The telegraph
rather than the large gains of a few individuals, comoffice was established in 1862, and during the eighteen
panies or corporations. The village is not dependent
years that have elapsed since then, four different operaupon any one, or two, or three manufacturing enterprises,
tors have had charge of it, viz: E. C. Phillips, J. C.
and therefore cannot be bereft of its prosperity by any
Winters, E. C. King, and the present operator, \V. J.
sudden disaster. It felt, several years ago, the benefit
King, who has been there since 1873·
that accrued from heavy mechanical industries and found
PERSONAL MENTION.
out how swiftly financial ruin could sweep away and
destroy their usefulness. At present it has the steady,
Stephen Payne became a resident of Camden about
safe, certain sustentation which arises from the patronthe time that the village was laid out, and his family is
age of a rich farming country, and as no combination of still represented in the town and township. He was
circumstances can divert this trade which is the chief from New Jersey and a very early settler in Butler
support of the village, it can make no backward step, but
county, where he married Sarah Potter. On coming to
Camden he went into the business of tavern keeping,
on the contrary, must slowly gain in good condition.
The traveller who views Camden from the window of which he followed for many years. He remov~d from
the railway car, sees only such an aspect of the village
Camden about 1840, and died in Piqua in 1844. Three
sons of Stephen Payne became residents of Camden and
as is presented by hundreds of others in Ohio and Indiana, but one who alights from the train, and tarries for
vicinity, viz: Moses P., Daniel, and Jonathan. The first
a time in the little capital of Somers township, cannot
named was born in Butler county, and moved to Cap1den
from Miami county, and after a number of years (about
fail to be impressed with its decidedly superior attractions. Camden presents, however1 the most attractive
1858) moved to Illinois, where he died in r863. He
married Mary Ann Robinson. Henry H. Payne, the
appearance to one who approaches it from the east or
west by the turnpike. Looking down upon the little
station agent at Camden, is a son of theirs. Daniel
cluster of houses, and churches, and stores from the hill
Payne, born in Butler county, in 181], came to Camden
top, one may very naturally imagine one's self nearing
in 1839, and dit:d there in 1878. During the long
term of years that he resided in the village he was one
the ideal village, and fancy that under the shade of the
maples and locusts that shade the streets and half conof the most valuable citizens it had. His liberality and
public spiritedness secured for the town a great many
ceal the houses, the current of the river of life must flow
onward very smoothly and quietly.
improvements, and it is very commonly remarked that
The location of Camden was wisely made. It occu·
Daniel Payne did more for Camden than any man who
pies one of those spots which seem intended by nature
ever resided there. He was a very active, energetic
man, and was engaged in many industries, being a tailor,
for the abiding place of man, and which, in addition to
all of the elements of practical and material advantage,
a clock merch.i!nt, a teamster (in the ante-railroad days),
a hotel keeper, contractor, etc. He was at one time exhas the crowning one of beauty. This village of the
valley is a gem in appropriate setting.
tensively engaged in buying horses, and driving across
Camden was laid out in the year r818, the town plat
the country to the seaboard cities, and was one of the
first who engaged in the business. Daniel Payne was
being acknowledged before 'Squire Isaac Stephens on July
married in 1841, to Mrs. Elizabeth Young, daughter of
4th, of that year, under the name of Dover. William
Moore,· one of the early pioneers of Somers township,
John and Dorothy Cummings, who is still living in Camden.
may be regarded as the founder of the town. He laid
Mrs. Allie Button is the third child and eldest daughout the greater part of the plat, the lots west of l\Jain
street, while Isaac Sutton laid out those on the east side,
ter of John and Elizabeth Zimmerman, who emigrated
and James Black the northern portion. Additions have
to Ohio from Georgia, in r8o5, and settled below Cambeen made by Felix Marsh, esq., Samuel Pottenger, and
den, in Somers township. Mrs. Button's parents had
others.
eight children: John B. (deceased); Jacob, residing
The name of Dover proving unsatisfactory to the peonear Sugar valley; Allie, Eli A., resiping in Clermont
ple of the village, it was changed to Newcomb, in honor county, Ohio; Maria, wife of John Patterson, of Indiana;
of George Newcomb, of Montgomery county, who was a
William (deceased); Simon Peter, and Elizabeth, wife
State senator from the district which is composed in part
of Sylvanus Hulse. Allie Zimmerman, born in I8o3,
by Preble county. His name is uniformly spelled in the
was married in 1822, to George Button, who was born in

308

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

- -- - -·- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - , - Kentucky in I 792, and died in I 863. To Mr. and Mrs.
Isaac Mitchell, who settled, originally, in Jefferson
Button were born nine children, five of whom are living.
township, was one of the early residents of Camden. A
They are: John Z. (deceased); Nancy (deceased); Elizson, James A., died in the village in 1879, and Malinda,
abeth, wife of Harmonious Rhea, living in California;
widow of Amos W. Yoast, is the only one of the family
Sarah, wife of Isaac Doty, of Nebraska; George L., in
left.
Nebraska; William (deceased); Thomas (deceased);
Robert H. Brown, now a resident of Camden, came
Helena, wife of Oscar Silver, of Dixon township; and
to the village in I828, with his parents, who were from
Mary Esther, wife of Dunham Hart, of Dixon township.
Ireland . His brother James died recently, and another
Mrs. Button resides on the home place of one hundred
brother, David, is in Oregon. Robert H . married Marand twelve acres.
garet Wright, whose parents were early settlers in Butler
county, and who came to Camden with her brother-inJonathan H. Payne, now living near Camden, was
born in~Middletown, Butler county, Ohio, in I826. He
law, Bradbury.
is the son of Stephen and Sarah B. Payne, who came to
John Brennan, a cooper by trade, came from Baltimore to Camden in 1830, and is still living there, as is
Butler county from New Jersey. His father died in Mialso his wife, who was originally a Thornbury, but when
ami county in I844, after which time Mrs. Payne and
her family removed to Camden. Jonathan Payne was
he married her, Mrs. Maria Solomon.
married in I848 to Hannah, daughter of David Barnett.
There is in Camden a descendant of Job Hall, one of
She was born in I832. To them have been born five
St. Clair's soldiers who was killed at the old garrison in
children, all living in Preble county. Anna L. and Dan1792 in an engagement with the Indians (which is fully
described in Chapter IV of this work). The personaliel C. are living at home. Mr. Payne owns seventy acres
of land in Somers township, section twenty-three, where
luded to is Hannah, wife of James F. Morlatt. Hanhe has resided for twenty-six years. In his younger days
nah, widow of Job Hale, came from Kentucky to Butler
he was a teamster between Camden and Cincinnati.
county about 18o8 or 181o, and settled on Four
Howard Young, county commissioner, has been a resMile creek, where she died in 1853, at the great age of
ident of this county since I866. He was born in Butler
one hundred and eight years. Her daughter, Elizabeth,
county, Ohio, in I824. His father, Robert Young, was
married Peter Titsworth, and about I832 settled in Somone of the earliest pioneers of Milford township, having
ers to\mship, on the farm now owned by Buford Davis.
come out from Lancaster county, Pennsylvania in I8oJ.
They had several children, of whom Hannah, the wife
Shortly after his arrival he married Jane Ogle, who emiof Mr. Morlatt, is the only one now in the county. Mr.
grated from the same county the same year. Howard
Morlatt is the son of James and Helena (Francis) MorYoung resided in Butler county until his removal to this
latt, who- came from New Jersey to Warren county in
county in I 866, with the exception of two years, during
18oo, and to Gratis township in 1819.
The Fornshells are among the oldest families in the
which he lived in Illinois. On removing to this county he
located in Camden, where he has since resided. Mr.
village. Benjamin Fornshell and his wife Sucellia
Young has been trustee of Somers township, and was
(Frye) came from Franklin county, Pennsylvania, in
elected -to the office of county commissioner in October,
1833, and brought with them a family of seven children,
viz: John, now deceased; William, who is a resident of
I879· He was married in 1846 to Jane Steel, of Aurora,
Indiana, by whom he had one child- John H., living in
Somers township; Margaret, deceased; Thomas; Matilda
Somerville, Butler county. His wife died in 185o, and
(Mikesell); Joseph P. and Arabella (Will), the last four
he was again married in 18.52 to Hester Smyers, of Butof whom reside in Camden. Benjamin M., also living
in Camden, was the only one of the family born in the
ler county.
Arka Place, his wife and several children, came from
place. Benjamin Fornshell, the father, was born in
New England prior to I825, and located in the village,
1792, and died February 24, 1878, and was married in
where the old gentleman followed the trade of shoemak1814- His wife was born in 1793, and died June 28,
ing. Among the family was Ira K. Place, a grown up
1863. Mr. Fornshell was the first tinner in Camden
son who became quite a prominent man locally. He
and the only one, until his son, B. M., went into the
was the first postmaster, and served several terms as
business, and the only coppersmith in the county. It is
a remarkable fact that he followed his trade actively,
mayor. He died in Camden recently, and there is now
no representative of the family there.
until he was eighty-two years of age. Joseph P. FornIn 1829 Eleanor, widow of Robert Jones, came to
shell married Jennette, daughter of Calvin and Sarah
Camden, with her family, from Maryland. She lived unSeymour, who came from Chautauqua county, New York,
til 1866, and died at the age of ninety. Her children
to Butler county, Ohio. When the family was coming
were : Mary A. (Reed), now in Jefferson township; Susan
down the Ohio river, from Pittsburgh, with lumber rafts,
(widow of the late Dr. Dunham) and George W., both in
they had a very narrow escape from drowning, by the
Camden. Mr. George W. Jones, on arriving at proper
dashing to pieces of the rafts upon sand-bars.
age, learned the hatter's trade, which was then one of
Clinton Chadwick, son of Samuel R., and Jerusha
the most remunerative that a man could follow. He was
(Hopping) Chadwick, has been a resident of Camden
engaged in it until the business was· seriously interfered
since 1834, and one of its most active, and influential
with by the big manufactories in the cities, and then
Citizens. He came, originally, from Morris county, New
abandoned it, taking up farming.
Jersey, where he was born, to Hamilton county, in 1818.
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and from there, in 1826, with his parents, to New Jeffer- ,
Jacob Collett, a native of Germany, but since his fourson township. His n10ther died in 1834, and his father
teenth year resident in the United States, has been in
married, for his second wife, Ann Roberts (nee Kinzie),
Camden since 1854. He has been in his present business-tailoring-for the past sixteen years, for himself,
and, in 1838, moved to Winchester, where he died in
1844. He followed merchandizing in both of the viland built the store which he now occupies.
lages, which have been mentioned as the places of his
David Morris, a native of Butler county, born in 1827,
residence. Beside Clinton, who was the oldest, Samuel
has been a citizen of Camden since 1856, and one of its
leading merchants (shoe dealer). He is descended from
R. Chadwick was the father of Ann Eliza (Erwin),
an English family who emigrated to America during the
Reuben, (deceased); Marcus, in Indiana; Caius C. (deceased); Samuel, in Dayton ; and R. R., in Chicago.
war of the Revolution. His grandfather, Robert Morris,
was one of the first settlers in the town of Hamilton.
Nathaniel Wilbur Carroll came to Camden in 1838.
Mr. Morris was married in 1849 to Rachel Ann Lamar.
He was born in Dudley, Worcester county, Massachusetts,
April 13, 18 I 3; married Olivia, daughter of Thomas
Joseph D. Danner, born in Pennsylvania, in I So8, setand Elizabeth Rees, of Butler county, who emigrated
tled in Montgomery county in 1825. He there married
Catharine McClellan, and in I85o came to Camden,
from Delaware in I827. Mr. Carroll died, November
where he died in I86o. His wife is still living, though in
18, r 862. He was one of the leading citizens of the
advanced years. They have a family of eight children,
village, and prominent in many important works. He
viz.: Elizabeth and N. J., both deceased; Mary (Pauwas a member of the State board of education in I859,
lus), in Indiana; Phebe (Mace), deceased; W. A., a resiand later of the State board of public works, and also
dent of Camden; Margaret and Sarah Wilson, deceased.
one of the directors of the Hamilton & Eaton railroad.
W. A. Danner is a butcher, and is following his father's
occupation. He was born in Montgomery county in
William J. Lounsbury was in Eaton as early as 1838,
1840. He married N. J. McLain, daughter of David
in Camden in I 840, and is still a resident of the place.
and Mary McLain, who were early settlers in the south
He was born in Connecticut in I8I8, and emigrated to
part of the township.
Ohio from Morris county, New Jersey. He has been
Stephen Bertsch is a newcomer, but one who has
engaged in various business enterprises in the village,
identified himself prominently in the business interests of
connected with the railroad as paymaster, etc. Is at
the town, having opened a wagon shop, from which is
present a bookkeeper at the Cincinnati stock yards. Mr.
turned
out a large amount of work. He is a German of
Lounsbury, who is one of the oldest residents of the viltwenty years residence in Am~rica, and came to Camden
lage, was married in New Jersey to Minerva Ulery, who
is still living.
m 1876 from Hamilton,
John H. Johnson came to Camden during the early
RESIDENTS IN 1834.
years of the village, and died there in I 849 of cholera.
The following names are given by Mr. Clinton ChadHe was a shoemaker, and one of the first in the village.
wick as those of the heads of families in Camden in
He married Eliza Burnett, of Camden, and reared quite
1834, when he came to the village to live, viz: Samuel
a large family, all of whom are living except the eldest,
Mitchel, James B. Hackett, Daniel Huffman, Ward
Curran. Their names are Theodore, Maria (Thompson),
Richards, Stephen Ingersoll, Robert Harris, Jacob
in Cincinnati; Rebecca, Missouri (Brisbin), and Mary,
Webb, Robert White, Clinton Chadwick, - - - all in Cincinnati; and Frances (Bennett), in Camden.
Hughey, Susan Jones, Alexander Johnson, Robert H.
Theodore Johnson, who is one of the Jeading business
Brown, Joseph Woodward, Howell Potter, Ezekiel Barmen of Camden, has been engaged in the boot and shoe
nett, Robert Mitchell, Eli Zimmerman, Harrison More,
trade for twenty-six years, and for the past fifteen has
Benjamin Fornshell,
Brown, Jared V. Hopbeen in business for himsell: He married Eliza Brower,
kins, David Brown, George Button, Eli Davis, Moses
daughter of John and Elizabeth Brower, of Camden.
Nelson, William Mc.Mechem, C. C. Walker, Jacob
J. H. Bohn, born in Adams county, Pennsylvania, in Ridenour, John Brennan, Isaac Mitchell, John Runkel,
I8o3, emigrated from Lancaster county of the same
Ira K. Place, Damarius Terrill, David Barnett, John
State to Ohio in I842, locating at Camden. The followRobinson, C. C. Bruce, Nathaniel Elliott, Thornton
ing year he entered the drug business, which he carried
Bennett, Robert Irwin, M. C. Williams, Owen Ingersoll,
on as long as he lived, his son, J. H. L. Bohn, being asJohn H . Johnson,
Mitchell, Alfred Lee,
sociated with him during the latter part of his business
George Jones, Lurdum Dunham.
career. Mr. Bohn died November 2 I, I 87 5· His wife,
MILLS AND MANUFACTURING INTERESTS OF THE VILLAGE
Henrietta (George), who was born in 18o9, is still living,
AND TOWNSHIP.
and makes her home with her son.
The
first
mill
which.
was \Vithin convenient distance of
Joshua Howard came to Camden in I844, and has
the early settlers of Somers township was a "corn
ever since been a resident, engaged in the livery business. He is the son of David and Mary (Gower) How- cracker" on Seven Mile, in Gasper township, owned by
Gasper Potterf, and located where Henry Early and M.
ard, who came from Virginia to Ohio as early as 181o or
S. Wear now live. It was built before 18o6, and, pro18I2, locating in Butler county. Joshua Howard has
bably, as early as 1804.
been twice married, his first wife being Mary Powles and
The first mill built in the township of Somers was
his second Susan Berkhalter.
1
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erected where Barnett's mill now is, in I 8o8. It was a
grist-mill, and the grinding stones were gray heads.
There was aho a saw-mill at the same place which was
built between I 8o8 and I 8 I o. Both were the property
of William Irwin. The grist-mill was in use until I825,
and the saw-mill went out of existence earlier and was
replaced by another which stood where the present mill
is. The second mill was built by .Matthew McClung
and his sons, Matthew and James, in I823. They afterward (about I 823) built a grist-mill just south of the present · structure. It was a merchant mill and originally
had but one "run" of stones, though in later years its
capacity was enlarged by the putting in of three or four
pairs of good buhrs.
In I8I6 a grist- and saw-mill was built at Camden, on
the site of the Brubaker mill, by Major Robinson and
his son James. It was a small affair and !~ad but one run
of stones.
About the same time as the above a grist- and saw-mill
was built by John Stubbs, on Paint creek, northwest of
Camden. Simultaneously with the above a saw-mill was
built upon Seven Mile by John Stubbs, uncle of the
man just mentioned. This mill was south_ of Camden,
on the northwest quarter of section fifteen. In I834 he
built a good grist-mill and put into it three run of stones.
This mill was burned in 1862, when owned by Burnett
(James) & Whitesides (William); rebuilt by them in
1866 and again burned in December, I87S· This was a
very large three-story frame, slate roofed, and cost about
forty-five thousand dollars.
James Barnett and sons, James, jr., and David, built, in
I831, a mill at Camden, where the Brubaker mill now
is. It was a merchant and grist-mill and contained three
pairs of buhrs. They sold out to Obcd Harrell, he to
N. W. Carroll, he to Clinton Chadwick, and he to B. C.
Bell & D. R. Pottenger. The firm finally became B. C.
Bell, Barnett & Whitesides, and these gentlemen managed the property for some time, but at length became
involved and failed. Then John and Henry Brubaker
bought the mill at assignee's sale in 1873.
David Barnett finished, in I835, the mill began by the
McClung's, and after running it for a number of years
abandoned it and built, in I 8so, the present grist-mill,
two miles north of Camden, at Barnett's station. This
is a three-story brick structure, standing upon a stone
basement, and its dimentions are fifty-two by sixty-two
feet. It is provided with five runs of the best buhrs,
and all of its machinery and appliances are of the most
approved kinds. The saw-mill was built by the Barnetts
in I834·
A saw-mill and lath and cresting machine, which was
built two and a half miles south of Camden, by John
Kellough, was in operation for a number of years, but
has gone into disuse.
A steam saw-mill was also built and run two and a
half miles west of Camden by John Mills and his son
Amos.
There are other steam saw-mills in Camden village.
The one now owned by David Overhaltz, and operated
as a saw-mill and stave factory, was built by him in 187o.

1

J. B. and D. S. Bostwick, in 1874, put machinery into
the large building in the south part of the town, which
was built by Barnett & Whitesides for a grain warehouse
about 186o, and afterwards enlarged by Benjamin Myers
and used by him as a pork-packing house. They operated this saw-mill until I876, when it was purchased by
Will S. Fornshall, who now carries on a general saw-mill
business, and manufactures poplar and hardwood lumber,
door and window frames, and all kinds of building material.
The third mill is owned by J. B. Bostwick and was
started by him in 1877. In connection with it is a brickyard and tile factory, carried on by Bostwick & Fry (S.L.),
which was established by them in 1878. They turn out
about one hundred and fifty thousand brick per year
and about six thousand rods of tile of all sizes.
Carding wool was one of the principal mechanical industries at an early day. John Stubbs, sr., had a cardingmachine in connection with his saw-mill as early as 1810
or 1812, and up to 1832 did a great deal of work. At a
later date than the establishment of the Stubbs' mill,
carding was carried on with horse-power, at Camden, by
Samuel Cornwell. Still later, from about 1840 to 185o,
the business was conducted on the main street of Camden by John and Amos Mills, and from about 1854 to
I86o by Samuel Hibbard. The same Mr. Hibbard had
a woollen factory in the village as early as 1847.
Stave and shingle cutting was carried on by Barnett &
Whitesides at the mouth of Paint creek from 1868 to
187 3· The building which they used is still standing and
is in use as a tobacco house.
In early years, from about 1825 to 1830, a plow factory was carried on in the southeastern part of the township
by Stephen Mason.
MERCANTILE MATTERS.

The first store in Camden was undoubtedly that in
which James Black kept a small but varied stock of goods
such as were commonly found in pioneer settlements. He
opened business in 1818 and followed it until 1824- In
I826 Hezekiah Bradbury opened a store which he conducted successfully, though on a small scal6t for a number of years. Mitchell & Lee started in 1830, or a little
earlier-perhaps in 1828, and JosephS. Woodward about
the same time, the latter continuing until 1839. Judge
William Hall was one of the early merchants and was
cotemporaneous with the last three mentioned. Stephen
Ingersoll had a store and distillery from 1830 to 1836.
George A. Chittenden started in business about the
same time that Ingersoll did, but only remained in town
about a year. Deem & Achey were also engaged in
merchandising for a short time. Jacob Ridenour opened
a general store in I825 and remained in active service as
a business man until 1840. Clocks formed a large
specialty in Ridenour's store. In 1831, Reuben Chadwick and Ward Richards started a store in partnership.
They both died in 1834, and their place in the business
of the village was taken by Clinton Chadwick, who continued in trade for many y.::ars-until I862, carrying it
on very extensively. The last twelve years, William
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Pottenger was his partner. William McMechem was in
business from 1830 to I85o. C. C. Walker was a well
known merchant from I836 to 1842.
N. W. Carroll carried on the clock business in its palmy
days, beginning in I84o, and made quite a good sized
fortune, a portion of which he afterwards invested in
Barnett's mill, which he managed for several years. He
died in I 86 3·
E. P. Wait, commonly called "the Yankee clock man,"
came to Camden in I 842 and left in I 846, making a very
snug sum from the sale of clocks, groceries and whi~key.
He afterwards started a bank in New York, and made
two or three hundred thousand dollars, which he lost
in a cotton speculation. He now resides at Springfield,
Ohio.
Benjamin Myers opened a store and went into the pork
packing business in I85o. He made a large fortune and
lost it all in one year (I863), but rallied from the severe
reverse and re-engaged in the business in I 868, which he
is now carrying on.
Gard & Jones went into the dry goods business in
1856 and carried it on for a number of years. Andrew
Coffman began business in I85o, and soon after sold to
William Hall & Son who conducted the store for one
year. Thomas and Reuben Pottenger took Mr. Myers'
·store in I 863, after his failure, and carried on the business until I 873, since which time, until 188o, it has been
in the hands of Cyrus Pottenger.
All of the foregoing were "general stores." The earliest store which could be called distinctly a grocery was
started in I833 by Robert H. Brown who is still a resi·
dent of Camden. He had a grocery and liquor store on
the west side of Main street as late as 1842. About the
same time Eli Davis had a similar store on the opposite
side of the street. From 1840 to 1844, Fowler & Francis were engaged in the same business, and from 1848 to
1854, John Sponable carried on business in the same
line. He was bought out by James Babcock, who run
the store for two years. Thomas J. Longnecker carried
on a grocery and bakery from I8so to 1856. Joseph
McCord was in the grocery line from 1853 to 1863.
BUSINESS HOUSES IN I 88o.
The following IS a classified list or directory of the
business houses of Camden in the fall of 188o :
Dry Goods-M. Earhart, Benjamin Myers, Charles
Morlatt.
Groceries-Robert Williams, sr., John Fowler, James
Kenworthy, A. L. Borradaille, Henry Neff, William R.
Patterson, Henry Coons.
Hardware-John Coons, M. Earhart.
Drugs-}. H. Bohn.
Boots and Shoes-Theodore Johnson, David Morris,
P. A. Dearth.
Harness Makers-George W. Will, Joseph E. Smith,
P. A. Dearth.
Tinners- B. M. Fornshell, J. E. McCord.
Furniture Dealers-Mrs. James A: Mitchell, Lucien·
Koons.
Meat Markets-W. A. Danner, William Brower, Oscar Pocock.
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Millinery- Mrs. Olivia Brown and Miss Lina Harris.
Livery-Will S. Fornshell, George Fowler & Brother,
Joshua Howard.
Bakeries, etc.-James Kenworthy, Henry Neff, Henry
Coons.
Hotel-Arlington House-]. P. & WillS. Fornshell.
Wagon Makers-J. B. Watt, Stephen Bertsch, Hezekiah Gift.
Blacksmiths-John R. McGriff, McShane & Brown,
Alfred McGriff.
Agricultural Implements- F. I. Randall.
TAVERNS.

Among the very earliest tavern keepers were James
Black, Stephen Payne, and the father of Ira K. Place.
At a later time than the above Ezekiel Barnett (brother
of David), kept a tavern where Morris' shoe store now is,
in the same house that Place had originally opened for
the entertainment of the wayfarer and stranger. In I829
there were two other taverns beside this one. At the
south end of town there was one kept by James More,
and at the north end a house of which Reuben Bennett
was the proprietor. The latter was succeeded by John
Bennett. A man by the name of Stackhouse Huffman,
a Virginian, and Jacob Webb, afterwards kept the Ezekiel
Barnett hostelry, and when they passed from the scene
the house was converted to other uses. From 1834 to
1840 there were a number of landlords in the tavern
which stood where Mrs. Susan Pottenger now lives.
Among them Patrick Goode and John Elliott. From
I833 to I836 Eli Zimmerman kept tavern in a buiiping
on the west side of Main street. About 1844 the house
in which Elliott and Goode had kept entertainment was
sold to William Oldom, who kept it until 1864, with the
exception of a few years, when William Oldom, jr. and
Henry Oldom were its landlords. Christian Moots was
iri the business for a short time. Chauncey R. Carroll
kept hotel about the time the railroad was commenced,
in the house now owned by J . A. Huff!nan. After two
years occupancy Mr. Carroll sold out to D. D. Brown.
He sold to Ezra Potter, and the house was then used
simply as a dwelling.
The Preble house was built in 1846 by Payne & Potter. Dan Payne was its landlord from 1853 to I868,
and sold out to Maurice Doty, who carried it on for two
years and then sold to S. J. Dauser, who is at present
the owner.
He conducted the hotel, and, for short
periods, had it leased to others, but it did not prove a
successful house, and in 1879 was closed and so remained.
The Arlington hotel, owned by J . P. and WillS. Foroshell, is now the only house of public entertainment in
the village, and is a very pleasant place for travellers to
tarry, being in all rec;pects well conducted. It was opened
by the present proprietors in the summer of 1878, since
which time their patronage has been steadily increasing,
and has necessitated some enlargements and improvements. The Fornshells did not intend, originally, to go
into the hotel business, but beginning by accommodating
a few friends, soon found the business growing upon
them, and ended by devoting themselves closely to it.

3I2

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

PHYSICIANS.
R. P. Carnahan, of Darrtown. He got a diploma from
In the earliest years of the settlement Dr. Walter
the Physio-~Iedical College of Cincinnati in 1852, and
Buell, of Eaton, was most frequently engaged when there
immediately afterward began practice in Camden, and
was need of a physician, and in fact, it was very seldom
has nut since been absent from the town sufficiently to
that any other was seen in the township, though occainterrupt his practice, except for a short period, when he
sionally one would be called from Butler county. Dr.
attended the Jefferson Medical College of Cincinnati,
Buell had a very good practice in Somers township for
from which he took a diploma in I87o. He was married
many years, and continued to receive considerable
in· 1847, to Hetty Ann Dubois, of Franklin county,
patronage even after Camden had resident physicians.
Indiana.
A Dr. Day was in Somers township very early, and a ,
Dr. William Gilmore, now at Fair Haven, Preble
Dr. Mount later, but neither remained long, or became
county, was in practice in Camden in I863 and I864,
prominent.
and Dr. John Whittaker was in practice a short time, a
Dr. Ira A. Parker was the first physician in the village
few years later, but gave up, and went into the drug busiof Camden, concerning whom we have definite informaness at Cincinnati. Dr. Bruce, now of Eaton, was here
tion. Just when he came to the settlement is unknown,
a short time, as were also Doctors Brown and S. D.
but it must have been at a very early day. He was in
Dillman.
practice for many years, and was 4uite a successful man
Dr. Zebulon Brown was a physician of ability, and
in his profession. During the greater part of his career
would, doubtless, have been a permanent practitioner,
he practiced alone. A Dr. Miller was in partnership
and widely known in Preble county had it not been for
with him for a time, and afterward Doctors .McWilliams
his untimely death. He was born in Burlington, Hamiland Lurton Dunham were associated with hnn.
ton county, and lived there until about six years of age,
Dr. McWilliams came to the town in the late "twenwhen the family was broken up by the death of his
ties" or early "thirties," and left in I8.n. He was in
mother, and after considerable knocking around, young
command of quite a lucrative practice, most of which,
Brown went with his brother into Montgomery county,
after his removal in the year above mentioned, went to
Indiana, and there assisted in clearing up a farm. He
Dr. William R. Winton who settled in Camden at that
remained there working, studying and teaching until the
time, and remained until I 851. He was able and promwar broke out, when he enlisted. After the close of the
inent.
war he studied medicine, and graduated in I868, at the
Dr. Lurton Dunham came to the village in 1832,
l'vliami Medical College of Cincinnati. He commenced
and was in partnership with Dr. Williams until the
practice in Indiana, but not liking his location, returned
removal of the latter in 1847. Afterwards he had as
to Ohio in I 869, and located at Sommerville, where he
a partner, Dr. A. H . Stephens (for whose biography
remained until 1870, when he came to Camden. He
see Eaton history), and at a later date Dr. J. S. Ferguson.
practiced here until his health entirely failed him in
Dr. Dunham was very highly regarded both as man and
October, I 87 5, and died on the twenty-first of April.
physician, and he had a very large practice, which he
I876. He was married October I9, 187I, to Olivia E.
found it difficult to get away from in his old age. He rePottenger, daughter of Wilson and Ellen Pottenger.
tired as far as possible, from active practice in I867, and
Ur. J. S. Ferguson began practice in Camden in 1865,
died three years later (November z8, I87o) at the age of as a partner of Dr. Dunham, and has been actively enabout sixty-five years, having been born July 30, 1805.
gaged in his profession ever since; since the death of
Dr. Dunham's popularity in a general way is evidenced
Dr. Dunham, having no partner. He was born in Oxby the fact that he was called upon to represent the
ford, November 14, 1834, graduated at Miami university
county in the legislature, and was given several other
in 1857, and from the Ohio Medical college in I861.
offices of trust and honor. Dr. Dunham studied with
In the same year he began practice at Summerville,
Dr. Williams, and attended. lectures at the Ohio Medical
where he remained until I 864, when he went into the
College of Cincinnati, from which he graduated. He
army as assi<;tant surgeon, attached to the One Hundred
was married in 1838, to Susan Jones.
and Sixty-seventh regiment Ohio volunteer infantry. He
Dr. Carroll came to the village in I846, or the followremained in the service until the close of the war, after
ing year, and died not long after. Dr. Garret V. Hopthe regiment (one hundred days' men) was mustered out,
kins and Dr. Connor belonged also to this period. They
going into the hospital service at Madison, Indiana.
were what was known as "steamers " or Thompsonian
Upon the clo5e of the war he located at Camde'1, where
doctors.
he now enjoys a very extensive practice.
He married
Dr. Crews and Dr. Mendenhall came later, but neither
Sarah Bohn.
of them long remained in the community. After them,
Dr. 0. E. Francis, the third and youngest of the resiand during the years 1859 to I 863, Dr. 0. G. Potts and
dent physicians of Camden, like Dr. Ferguson, is of the
brother, both very good physicians, were in the town.
allopathic school. He was born in Franklin, Warren
Previous to this time Dr. Robert Hamsher, now in
county, Ohio, August 30, I85 1. He attended the medpractice, had located in Camden. He was born in
ical department of the Uni\·ersity of Michigan in the fall
Chester county, Pennsylvania, September 30, 2822, and
of 1873, and afterwards the Ohio Medical college and
came to Ohio in 1847, locating in Sommerville, Butler
the College of Medicine and Surgery. from which he recounty. He began reading medicine soon after, with Dr.
ceived diplomas. Then, after practicing three years at
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Enterprise and Camden, he attended the Kentucky
School of .Medicine at Louisville, from which he graduated June 28, 1878. He was married in 1873 'to Lillian
Woodsides.
HISTORY OF THE CAMDEN SCHOOLS.*

As to the early history of this school we can say but
little. At quite an early date-in the first part of the
present century-a school was organized in Camden.
The first, of which we have any definite knowledge, was
held in a log building erected on the lot, on which Susan
Dunham's house now stands.
At about the same time a school was carried on in
what is now known as Fowler's hall-the old Preshyterian church. A building was then erected on East Cross
street, near the depot, in which school was conducted by
William McMechen, and others, until the year 1853,
when a large and commodious building was erected on
West Cross street, at a cost of four thousand dollars,
This building consists of four large rooms, and two halls
of entrance, is located in the central portion of town, and
is one of the finest school buildings in the county.
In 1877 it was reseated, at a cost of five hundred dollars, and at different periods, within the past few years,
maps, dictionaries, encyclopedias, and other books of
reference have been added. The following persons have
had charge of the schools, as superintendents, since I853 :
From I853 to I865, Ahdrew Longnecker, Edward Kinman, John Eastman, James Watt, A. McAdow, J. R.
McCleaf, J. M. Wilson, Jehu King, and others; 1865 and
I 866, B. F. Vl'ln A usda! ; I 866 to 1868, C. F. Reece;
I868 and I869, A. McAdow; 1869 to I87I, A. F. Eshelman ; I87I and 1872, John Elder; 1872 to 1879, T. A.
Pollok; 1879 and 188o, F. M. Davis; 188o and--, 0.
T. Corson.
Of this list of teachers, Professor T . A. Pollok, now
superintendent of the Miamis burgh schools, deserves especial credit for raising the schools to a high standard of
excellence. During his administration many boys and
girls attended school who are now successful teachers in
different parts of this and adjoining counties, and who
owe their success, in a large measure, to his careful and
practical training.
Miss Lina Harris, the present primary teacher, has had
charge of that department for the past seven years, and
has proven herself to be a necessity in our community.
The schools have now entered upon another year's
work, with fair prospects that it will a successful one.
The enrollment is now one hundred and eighty, which
will probably be increased during the school year to two
hundred. The rooms are all crowded, and the probabilities are that an additional building will be erected next
year, and a regular course of study prescribed.
The aim of the teachers is to do practical work, and
thus produce practical scholars, capable of thinking and
acting for themselves, and judging from the past history
and present indications, one may reasonably predict for
the Camden schools a prosnerous future.
*Supplied by Professor 0 . T. Corson.

POST OFFICE AND POSTMASTER.

Newcomb post office was established May 26, 1824,
and as the records at the post office department, at
\Vashington show, its name was changed to Camden,
September 9, 1835. Ira K. Place was the first postmaster, and remained in office a long term of yearsuntil I836. The receipts of the office, for the first quarter year after it was established, amounted to precisely
three dollars and seventy-five cents. After the expiration
of Mr. Place's term, Boyce Eidson was appointed postmaster, and after him came J. H . Bohn, with Charles C.
Walker as deputy. Charles C. Walker afterwards was appointed to the office, and the following gentlemen occupied the position from the expiration of his term down
to that of the present incumbent, viz: Amos W. Yoast,
John H. Campbell, C. M. Roher, Lurton D. Jones, C.
M. Roher. The last named gentleman held it, until his
death, in 1878, when Mrs. Olivia Brown received the
appointment. She is the present incumbent.
INCORPORATION.

Camden (or rather Newcomb, for so it was then
called), was incorporated, by special act of the legislature,
in 1832. The first corporation officers elected were :
Ira K. Place, mayor ; Philip Rizer, recorder (or clerk) ;
and James Allred, Samuel Cornwell, George Burton, Eli
Demoss, and Joseph Mitchell, trustees (or councilmen).
At the first meeting of these municipal managers, William Rizer was appointed treasurer, and Jonathan H.
Potter, marshall. In 1833 the same mayor was in office,
and the councilmen were: J. P. Achey, Samuel Mitchell,
J. P. Hendricks, Phillip Rizer, and C. C. Bruce. Stephen
Ingersoll was chosen clerk, and William McMahon,
treasurer.
The successors of mayors from 1832 down to I88o,
shows the following names: 1832, Ira K. Place; 1834,
Phillip Rizer; 1836, Ira K. Place; 1838, Gassett V. Hopkins; 184o, John Marsh; 1841, Charles C. Walker; 1843,
R. M. Mitchell; I845, Samuel Mitchell; r847, Charles
Guild; 1848, Ira K. Place; 18so, Dan Payne; x851,
Charles Guild; I852, James F. Francis; 1853, Amos W.
Yoast; 1855, John McCresty; I856, Amos W. Yoast;
1858, Charles C. Walker; 1859· J. M. Sheafer; I864, C.
M. Roher; 1866, J. M. Sheafer; 1866 (six months), A.
M. McAdow; 1867, C. M. Roher; 1869, I. E. Craig;
187 2, W. B. Marsh; 187 4, J as. L. Thomas (present incumbent).
MASONIC.

Camden Lodge, No. I59• was organized May 18,
1848, with the follgwing constituent members: Jonathan
Crowley, Andrew Weist, Andrew Coffman, Charles C.
Bruce, JacobS. Showaster, Perry Hestle, John C. Camp·
bell, Ebenezer P. Justin, John Brower, Daniel B. Corry,
Harrison Perham, Isaac G. Eson, Samuel D. Clayton,
and Adam C. Dean.
INDEPENDENT ORDER Of' ODD FELLOWS.

Western Star Lodge, No. 109, of
Order of Odd Fellows, was instituted
charter having been issued April 21st.
bers were: A. W. Yoast, John C.

the Independent
June 8, 1848, its
Its original memThomas, Samuel
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Hippard, Samuel M. Yoast, James A. Mitchell, Francis
J. Pierce, James N. Boner, Samuel D. Clayton, and
Samuel Collins. The fraternity now has a very comfortable, and well furnished lodge room, and the lodge
numbers about seventy-five members.
Camden Encampment, No. 177, was instituted July
14th, 1874, with the following charter members: David
B. Holmes, Jas. W. Pottenger, H. L. Robbins, Samuel
W. Pottenger, Benjamin F. Williams, Joseph Sacks, and
David Patton. The organization now has :~bout forty
members.

Somers Lodge, Daughter of Rebecca, No. 125, was
instituted July 27th, 188o, with the following members:
0 . P. Brown, S. W. Pottenger, R. T. Acton, F. .M.
Fowler, D. S. Bostwick, J. B. Watt, J. G. McShane,
Frank Randall, J. A. Loop, A. H . Klopp, Wm. A.
Snyder, John T. Fowler, Jas. H . Robinson, Wm. R.
Patterson, W. A. Danner, John R. McGriff, J . S. Ferguson, H . S. Robbins, Elizabeth S. Payne, Maggie E. Pottenger, Mary A. Earhart, Lida R. Brown, Elizabeth McGriff, D. Lewellen.

TWIN.
This township is bounded on the north by Harrison,
on the east by Montgomery county, on the south by
Lanier, and on the west by \V:~shington township. It
received its name at a very early date, and is the namesake of the most important creek and valley in Preble
county. It has a population of one thousand nine hundred and sixty-one, and an area of twenty-two thousand
one hundred and thirty-five and sixteen one-hundredths
acres of land, valued at thirty·three thousand four hundred dollars. Owing to its fortunate loc:~tion on Twin
creek, it is among the most productive agricultural
regions in Preble county. Its diversity of surface and
consequent variety of soil make the raising of crops of
all kinds an easy matter. The more elevated portions
of the township, known as clay upland country, afford
excellent territory for the growing of wheat, oats and
barley, while the lower are.as in the valleys of the streams
bordered with rich, moist soil, afford a choice field for
the cultivation of corn and tobacco. The leading industry of these low-land areas is the growing of tobacco,
which has proved itself to be the most paying crop that
can be raised.
PHYSICAL FEATURES.

The contour of the surface is wonderfully adapted to
the wants of the resident farmer, as well as to the
resthetic taste of the wandering poet. The philosopher,
upon taking a birds-eye view of Twin township, would
note two very important elements in the panorama before
him. The bright ·sunlight in a clear sky would reveal
to his poetic taste, wave after wave of b~autifully diversified land, losing itself in the "classic shades" of Twin
valley, and rolling eastward, wave after wa\'e, beyond the
confines of the township. The practical glance would
reveal the wealth as well as the splendor of the scene.
The fertility of the soil would be noted, and character
of the productions would stand out in relief; and the
whole landscape, broken by streams and dotted with
well cultivated farms, fringed with native forest.

1

1

The land naturally arranges itself about the valley.of
Twin creek, which flows through the center of the township. This valley is the deepest and broadest in the
county, and, undoubtedly, the most important. It is the
smoothest of the three principal valleys, and contains
no bogs or swamps. The soil is black, and almost exclusively devoted to the cultivation of tobacco and corn.
One of the most productive tobacco regions in the State
is said to be along this valley. Though comparatively
broad it is not very wide, and varies in width from threequarters of a milt! in the northern part of the township,
to a mile and a half in the southern part. It is narrowest in section ten. Twin creek was named by the Indians long before the eye of the white man looked upon
its rich valley.
The Indians, thoroughly acquainted with the country,
observed that a little beyond the Indiana line there were
two parallel streams flowing southward, the one called
Westwater, a very sluegish stream, and the other known
as Wildwatcr, because of its rapidity, especially during a
rise. They also noticed that the stream flowing south
through Miami and .Montgomery counties was very simiJar to the sluggish Westwater, and that its neighboring
and parallel stream in Preble county corresponded in
position and character with Whitewater. Correlating
these four streams, they found that they had two pairs
and two distinct characters of streams, and on this ac·
count called the Preble county stream by an Indian name
which signified that it was the twin of Whitewater. This
is the legend of the Poltawatomirs, who once dwelt
along the banks of Twin creek. The valley has always
been considered one of nature's health resorts. The
Indians desired no better watering place. Before the
white settlements they congregated here in large numbers, and the last tribe which left Preble county, the
Potlawalomics, spent their last night, April 30, 18os,
near the b~loved ~ tream. As long as Twin valley was
within the narrowing bounds of the Indian's freedom,
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he would, from time to time, come back, seeking the
renewal of that health which he secured while a growing
boy in Twin valley, and had lost in his later years in the
miasmatic regio>ns of the west. This valley was the Indian's Nile, and subsequent settlers have found it one
of the healthiest spots in the State. The ague is a
stranger in the neighborhood of Twin, except, perhaps,
in the northern part of the valley, where the land is
somewhat swampy.
Four principal table lands control the drainage of the
township, affording abundant supplies to Twin creek.
That in the northwestern part, adjacent to Price's creek,
in the vicinity of Brennersville, has a clay ridgy soil,
with blue clay or "hard pan" almost touching the surface. The soil is a brown loam, somewhat rocky, but
good when plowed. Of necessity this is a beech region,
with a sprinkling of smooth bark hickory, and considerable numbers of sugar trees. Most of the gravel of the
township is found in this part.
Land similar to this is found in the northern half of
the township, east of Twin, between that stream and
Rape's run. The soil here and in the northeastern corner of the township is clay upland, and the forests abound
in beech and oak timber, with some shell-bark hickory.
More oak is found in the northeast corner than in any
other part of the township.
The southeast quarter of Twin township used to be
very low and flat, and in early times it was frequently
flooded with two feet of water. There was fall enough
for the water, but the accumulations of fallen timber
held it back. Since this timber has been cleared away
and the land thoroughly drained, a rich agricultural region has been discovered with deep soil, black and durable, well supplied with beech, sugar, burr oak, considerable red oak, and but little white oak.
Opposite this part, in the ~outhwest quarter, is found a
slight ridge, which lies between, and for a time separates
Twin· creek from its important tributary, Banta's fork.
Here the growth of sugar trees is the heaviest in the
county, and the surface is ridgy.
It is from these upland regions that Twin and its tributaries are supplied. Price's creek enters the township
from the northwest at section six, and flows southwest
through sections six, eight, sixteen, and in twenty--two, on
the farm of James Banta, empties into Twin creek.
Price's creek was originally called Cook's fork, after Jacob
Cook, who first settled on It, on the farm of Jesse Royer,
where the big spring is. Afterwards the strean1 took the
name of Henry Price, who settled near it in Harrison
township. In the southwestern corner is Banta's fork,
named after Albert Banta, who was the first settler on
the stream, where Jacob Peters afterwards settled. East
of Twin creek, Rape's run from the northeast, and Leslie's run along the southern half of the eastern township
line, are the only important streams.
In general the ridges of the upland country are on the
line which distinctly marks the junction of the Clinton
or yellow limestone with the blue limestone. The blue
limestone beneath is impervious to water, and the Clinton stone, just overlapping, is porous, and covered with

lines of fracture. Springs of water must, therefore, necessarily appear along tire outcrop of the two formations.
Investigation shows that springs do appear in this line,
especially in the vicinity of Hrennersville on Price's creek.
On the farm of Jesse Royer, in section seventeen, there
is a spring whose copions flow entitles it to the name
JVIammoth spring, which gives rise to one of the branches
of the creek just east. When the proposed railroad was
expected to be built through Brennersville the imaginary
station received the name of Mammoth Spring. There
is but little doubt this is the strongest spring of water in
the county. Southeast of this parent spring, on the same
farm is found nearly an· acre of ground that fairly bubbles over with minor springs, giving source to another
branch of Price's creek, and finding its way thither through
the stone quarry of J. 0. Deem. There are numerous
other springs in this neighborhood. Beginning at the
northwestern corner of the township we find the second
mammoth spring on the farm of Jonathan Cotterman,
and another one on the farm owned by E. Marker, both
in section six. In section eight there are five strong
springs - one in the northwest quarter, three on the farm
of Samuel Enoch, and one on Joel Smith's farm, Besides
these there are other smaller springs. This line of springs
marks a very productive country. Besides the limestone
abounding in this region there is considerable sandstone.
The sand, it must be understood, however, is lime sand.
The sothwestern and southern portions of Twin township are traversed by. the line of erratic rocks of granite
formation, known as the
BOULDER BEbT,

a belt brought down by the glaciers of the north, and
scattered from the northwest to the southeast through
the county. These boulders are very numerous in the
corner of Twin township where they abound.
A few
years ago on the farm of David Potterf, in section thirtythree, near West Alexandria, no less than twelve hundred
boulders were counted, whose diameters exceeded two
feet. There are many of these large stones under ground.
This surface stone quarry, although it interferes with agricultural pursuits, has been very valuable in furnishing
the solid foundations of buildings. Although an obstruction, these boulders must not be lightly esteemed. Every
farm in this belt has on and beneath its surface thousands of perches of valuable building stone. The formation of these boulders may be best seen in stone walls
which are made from them. The mechanics who can
split and trim these boulders are in demand; and there
is no more durable or attractive fence than one made of
boulders.
SETTLEMENT.

As in other townships, the majority of the settlers in
this part of the county were southerners, from Kentucky,
Virginia, Georgia, and North Carolina, with some from
New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
In the early days of settlement the land, which was
owned by the Government, was sold in parcels of not
less than a section, at two dollars per acre. Of course,
many of the early settlers were unable to take so much
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land, and it became necessary for some one man to buy a
section of land, and, after sub-dividing to suit the purchaser, sell it to settlers; or a number of men would club
together, appoint one of their number treasurer, and authorize him to buy a section of land. This was done by
many of the early settlers of Twin township. This plan
gave abundant opportunities for land sharks, but there is
no instance of any fraud of this kind in Twin township.
Among the first settlers who entered land in the township, were the Van Winkles, the Millers, and the Keslings, who came in 1804; and the Nisbits, Quinns, Banlas, Whitesells, Rapes, and Ozias, who came about I8os.
The first permanent settlement in Twin township was
made by Simeon Van Winkle. He was born in Georgia,
June 5, q68, and his wife, Phebe, was born in the same
State, October 3, I 766. They emigrated to Kentucky,
and in February, I804, came to Ohio and entered sec·
tion twenty-seven, on which the village of New Lexington now stands. They afterwards sold a portion of this
land, and retained the northwestern corner, now known
as the Ozias farm. They were parents of ttn children,
five boys and five girls. Mr. Van Winkle gave each of
his sons eighty acres of land, upon which each one finally
settled. David, the eldest, owned what is now the Copp
farm. He lived there for several years, and went to Anderson, Indiana, where he died, in I872. He is buried
in the Baptist graveyard at New Lexington. John, who
was active among the early members of the New Light
church, used to live on the Solomqn Meckley farm. He
afterwards emigrated to Missouri, where he died. James,
Robert, and Jesse followed David to Anderson, Indiana.
Jesse is dead, but James is living in Anderson, Indiana,
and Robert is living in that vicinity. Susan, now the
widow Robinson, is living in West Alexandria. Louisa
is living, and Phebe, Tirza, and Hannah are dead. The
Van Winkles were very prominent in the early affairs of
the township, in the commuity, and in the Baptist church,
of which they were members. Simeon Van Winkle was
one of the first township trustees.
He donated the
ground on which the Baptist church was built, and he
and his wife were buried in the adjoining burying-ground.
He died in r831, aged sixty-three years. His wife nearly
completed her centennial year, dying September 12,
1866, aged ninety-nine years, eleven months, and nine
days. There is now none of the name living in Ohio.
Frederick Miller was the next settler in Twin township. He was a native of Virginia, born in q6r. His
wife, Elizabeth, was born in 1762. Mr. Miller was a
soldier of the Revolution, having served under Washington, and was present at the surrender of Cornwallis, at
Yorktown. He subsequently removed to what is now
Anderson county, Tennessee. In the fall of 1803 he
emigrated to Ohio with his family, which he left at Lebanon, Warren county, while he searched for a suitable
location for his new home. In March, I 8o4, taking with
him his daughter Abbie, aged thirteen, and his son,
Jacob F., aged eleven, he left Lebanon, and brought a
portion of his goods to the place he had 'chosen for the
location of his wilderness home. The way was obstructed by the heavy timber, and the road had to be cut

out as they advanced. After several days' weary travelling they arrived on the land whereon their new home
was to be built. They built a pole shanty against a coffee-bean tree, which is still standing on the farm of the
late James H. Curry, about one hundred yards east of
the pike from Lexington to West Alexandria. After seeing that the children were comfortably fixed, Mr. Miller
lea them in charge of the camp, and returned to Lebanon for the remainder of his family and goods. The
brave little guards were not molested by anything,
although wild beasts and Indians were plenty at that
time.
Frederick and Elizabeth Miller had three sons and
two daughters: Sarah, wife of Robert Davidson, died
in July, 188o; Abbie lived in Indiana; Jacob F. lived
near Lewisburgh, and was at one time county commissioner; he died in I 849; John died in West Alexandria, and Solomon, the only one living, emigrated to
Elkhart county, Indiana, where he founded Millersburgh,
of which he is at present the postmaster.
It was at the house of Frederick Miller that the
wounded soldier, Sergeant Henry Riddle, died, in 1813.
Frederick Miller and family were among the original
members of the old Lexington Presbyterian church.
In the spring of 1804 quite a number of other families
settled in Twin township.
Albert Banta settled on the Peters farm, at the crossing of the Eaton and Lexington road with the branch
of Twin creek, th~t took his name, and is now known as
Banta's fork.
Henry Kesling located on the land selected for him
by Frederick Miller, where the farms of John Bare and
George Sauer are, and the part of. West Alexandria
which is in Twin township. Mr. Kesling died about
1837, and is buried in the cemetery at West Alexandria.
In the year 18o5 William Nisbit and his three sons,
William, James J., and Thomas, emigrated from Kentucky to Ohio. William Nisbit, the father, was born in
Pennsylvania in I 734, and afterwards emigrated to Kentucky. His three sons were born in Kentucky. William
located on what is now the Trick farm, and for several
years carried on the tanning business. His tannery was
at the foot of the hill.
Thomas settled on the place now owned by J. H.
Markey, ii1 section twenty-seven.
James I. located on the land on which New Lexington
was afterwards built by him. In 18o6 Judge Nisbit laid
out the town which he designed for the county seat.
He built the first house in Lexington, the first irame
house on the turnpike, and the first brick house in the
county, all on the same site. He kept the first store and
was the first postmaster, and one of the first' members of
the old Presbyterian church. When the court of common pleas was established at Eaton he was made one of
the aso;;ociate judges. Of him it may be said that he was
the soul of all the enterprise New Lexington ever had.
He is buried at Lexington.
Robert Patterson, known as "Pat," and John Jackson,
called "Jack," were sons of Judge Nisbit. Both became
good physicians. Their history is given under the head
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Jane, who was born in .Maryiand, and married Phineas
of early physicians of West Alexandria. They arc buried
Hart. Robert Quinn lived for a short time in Virginia,
at Lexington. Dr. John J. N is bit, their cousin, is also
buried there.
and in the fall of I 789 moved to Georgia. Here were
Harriet, daughter of Judge Nisbit, is living in West
born: John in 1790; James in 1792; Robert in 1795;
Alexandria. She is dte last survivor of the family who
Margaret, who married Peter Aten, and now lives in
lives in Twin township.
Texas; Elizabeth, wife of Samuel P. Wilson, of Muncie,
About this time Aaron Torrence, of Cincinnati, a
Indiana; Lacey, who died in infancy, and Mary Ann,
large land speculator, bought land formerly owned by
who died about r83o.
Thomas Nisbit, west of where Alexandria now stands.
In the year I 8os Robert Quinn, sr., emigrated to Ohio,
and lived for two years near Germantown, Montgomery
He was very much afraid that the Indians would destroy
county. In r8o7 he came with his family to Preble
him, though at this time they were peaceable. He sat
county, and settled in section thirty-one in Twin township.
up nights and slept in the day time. After a time this
manner of life became monotonous and he sold out and
His brothers, John and James, came about the same
fearfully departed. Whether the Indians ever got him or time, and Joseph several years afterwards:
John settled in Twin township, on the farm now owned
not has not been ascertained.
by George Kline, and lived there till 1830, when he
Henry Whitesell was one of the earliest settlers in
moved to Delaware county, Indiana, where he died in
Twin township. He emigrated to Ohio from 'North Carolina at a very early day, and came to Twin township,
1840.
James who settled near Brennersville, Twin township,
locating on Banta's fork. He married Miss Strader, of
North Carolina. He sold out before the War of 18I2,
left Preble county about the year 1837, and died on the
road to Iowa, where his family still resides.
and removed to Eaton, where he remained one year.
Thence he moved north of Eaton, in Washington town· Joseph who was a bachelor, purchased land in Lanier
ship, and located on Seven Mile creek. He was a
township, and died in 1837.
Robert Quinn, sr., died April 10, I844·
blacksmith by trade. In the War of 18 r 2 he served
faithfully in the company of Captain David E. HendHis son, John, married in 1831, Mary Ann Pottenger,
ricks. Two of his sons were also in the war. Mr.
who was born in Butler county in 1804. They lived
during the most -of their lives on the old home place on
Whitesell's sons, George, Adam and Tobias, are dead.
John Rape, sr., was born in France, and came to this
the Dayton pike.
In the War of 1812 he served in Captain Joseph E:
country with General Lafayette. He served in the Re.
volution nearly five years. After the close of the war he
Hawkins' company. After the war he was made brigadier
deserted from his command, and refused to return to general in one of the early day military organizations.
France. He was so infatuated with Virginia that he conDuring the years 1831 and 1835 he served the county as
cluded to remain there. In Loudoun county, Virgmia,
sheriff. He represented Preble county in the general ashe married Eva Catharine, daughter of J olm Dickard.
sembly of Ohio, in the sessions of 1837 and 1838, and
He subsequently settled in the Shenandoah valley, and
at one time was a member of the State board of equaliin 1803 emigrated to Ohio. He came by wagon across
zation.
the mountains to Wheeling, thence .on a New Orleans
To Mr. and Mrs. John Quinn were born five sonsflat-boat down the Ohio river to Cincinnati, and then by
Thomas P., born July 6, 1832, graduated at Farmers colwagon to Warren county, Ohio. In r8os he emigrated
lege in x853, and died in Eaton, of cholera, in 1854,
to Preble county, settling in Twin township, on the spot
while studying law; Robert W., born September 28, 1835,
of ground now occupied by his son, John. He was a
attended Farmers college at College Hill, Ohio, for three
natural mechanic:, although he never learned a trade, and
years, graduated at the Cincinnati Law school, practiced
was very useful in aiding the settlers to build their homes.
before the war in Cincinnati, and since 1867 has been
The hewed Jog house which he built in 181 r, is still
practicing in Eaton. January ro, r86I, he married Josestanding, and is used by J olm Rape as a wash house.
phine M. Paimer, of Cincinnati, by whom he has had
He died in r831, at the age of eighty-six. His wife
two children, Edmund F. and Caroline B.
died in 1823. They raised a family of six children:
John W. Quinn was born July 25, 1838, lived on the
Mary, widow of Frederick Wikle, in her eighty-seventh
farm most of his life, and enlisted in the company of
Colonel Harris, in the fall of r86x, and died at Monteyear; John, born October q, 1797, and Jacob; the
other three are dead. •
rey, Virginia, in x862.
James L. Quinn was born September 21, 1844, and
About the year 1748 John Quinn emigrated from the
north of Ireland to the State of New Jersey. He mar- after attending the Miami university at Oxford for one
year, graduated first at Bartlett's Commercial school, in
ried Miss Crooks, of New Jersey. They have four sons,
Cincinnati, and afterwards at the Miami Medical college,
of whom Jonn, Robert and James were born in New
in Cincinnati. In I 8i 3 he married Elizabeth, daughter
Jersey, and Joseph in Maryland. John died in Maryland.
In I 788 Robert Quinn was married to Elizabeth I~'lcey,
of Joseph Quinn, by whom he has had three children-who lived near the site of Washington city. Her father
Charlotta M., Ruth Eleanor, and John William.
Samuel Quinn, born February 5, 1844, attended Farmwas General Lacey, of Revolutionary fame. The Laceys
ers college one year, and graduated at the Cincinnati
came from the Isle of Wight in 1699.
Law school about 1870. He is practicing in Cincinnati.
The first child of Robert and Elizabeth Quinn was
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James Quinn, the brother ofGeneral John Quinn, was
horn in 1792, lived in Washington township for a while,
afterward:> settling in Twin township, just east of his
father's farm. In 1817 he married Sarah Glines, by whom
he had seven children: J cihn Lacey, of Eaton; Eliza
Ann, married George Irnn, and lives in Randolph county, Indiana; Robert M., lives in Eaton; James Harvey,
lives in Illinois; \Yilliam D., who for several years was
clerk of the county of Preble; Joseph, who died when a
young man; and Sarah, the wife of Sylvester Irvin, of
Randolph county, Indiana.
Colonel Robert Quinn is the son of old Robert Quinn,
who settled in Twin township. He was horn February,
1795· His wife was Sarah Wasson, by whom he has had
two children: Joseph W. lives near his father, in Washington township, and Nancy Jane is the wife of D. W.
Chrisman, of Indiana. Everybody knows" Uncle Bobby"
Quinn. He well remembers the "cold Friday" of 18o-,
which was spent by the Quinn family in open camp. For
many years he was an honest tiller of the soil. He also
worked at the blacksmith trade. He was an active soldier in the War of 1812. He now resides on the Lexington road just north of Eaton, in Washington township.
John Ozia>, and his sons, Jacob, John, and Peter,
came to Ohio from the State of North Carolina as early
as 1803 or 1804. After living for about a year in Warren county, the family removed to what is now Twin
township, where the father purchased a tract of land two
miles square on Twir. creek, in sections three and ten.
H~ settled cast of the creek, near the middle of this
tract, where W. W. Geer, now lives, and his three sons
around him. Jacob, born in 1775, married Susannah
Christman, and located where Jacob Riley now lives.
He died in 1849, from the result of an accident by a
He left to his heirs some seven hundred acres
horse.
of land. His widow survived him many years, and died
at the age of seventy-eight. Their family consisted of
four sons and four daughters, two of whom are deceased.
The names of the survivors and their places of residence
arc as foJiows: Jesse, Mrs. John Beem, and Thomas, in
Iowa; Mrs. Unger in Dayton; Eli and Mrs. George
Werhley in this township. Eli, horn in I81o, married
Elizabeth Wikle, and resides in section ten.
John Ozias, the second of the three .brothers mentioned, was married in Montgomery county, to Elizabeth
Higgins, and died in Twin township in 1869, at
the age of eighty-nine years and eleven months. His
wife died in 184 7. Five of their nine children are still
Jiving, namely: Mrs. Phebe Weakly, in Peru, Indiana;
J. W., Mrs. David Kumler, and William in Harrison
township, and Susan, wife of George T. Potterf, in Lanier township.
Peter Ozias settled where his grandson, Washington,
now lives, and died there. Jacob, his son, who lived on
the old Ozias homestead, was born m North Carolina in
1797, and was married in I823 to Sarah Potterf, who was
born in I 790. They died in 1867 and I 879, respectively.
They left surviving them seven children, who are all still
living, as follows: Mrs. Elizabeth Rohr in :Montgomery
county; Anderson and Joseph in Missouri; Washington;

Mrs. Eliza Moots; Mrs. W. W. Geer and Wesley in this
township. Washington wa.:; married first to Nancy Gregg,
and, after her death, to his present wife, whose maiden
Wesley was married to
name was Elizabeth Shafer.
Elizabeth Jane, daughter of ChriStian Markey, and now
resides on the old Van Winkle place.
John Hart, sr., emigrated from Augusta county, Virginia, to Preble county, Ohio, in 18o8. He settled near
what is now Brennersv-ille, on the farm now owned by
] esse Royer. He lived there some ten years and then
moved on to Price's creek, and in 1849 removed to Carroll county, Indiana, where he died in 1856. He was
born in Pennsylvania in 17 73, and moved, when young,
to Augusta county, Virginia, where he was, subsequently,
married to Elizabeth Sellers. His wife died in Twin
township, and he was afterwards married twice. He
was one of the pioneer preachers of the Dunker church
in this county, and faithfully followed the caJiing for
many years. He assisted in organizing the first Dunker
society in Twin township. He was a tailor by trade, and
worked at it, as was then the fashion, from house to
house. His children were-William, John, Jacob, Samuel, Isaac, Benjamin, Nancy, Elizabeth, Phebe, and
Sarah. Of these, John, Isaac, Benjamin, and Elizabeth
are now living.
John Hart, now residing in West Alexandria, was born
August 30, I8o1, in Augusta county, Virginia, and was
married to Catharine Brower in 1827, who was born in
1804. They first settled in Twin township on Price's
creek, on a part of the farm his father had purchased,
and moved into West Alexandria in 188o. Isaac Hart
resides in Elkhart, Indiana, and Benjamin in Huntington
county, same State. Elizabeth (Martin) lives in Darke
county, Ohio. Samuel Hart (deceased) resided in Twin
township, where he died in 1866, aged sixty-one years.
His wife, Ari Ann, died in 187 3, aged sixty-two. She
was the daughter of Daniel Sayler, an early settler of
Gratis township.
John Vance emigrated to Montgomery county, Ohio,
from Somerset county, Pennsylvania, in the year 1807.
Two years after (in I 8o9 ), he came to Preble, and settled
in what is now Harrison township, and resided there
until his death, which occurred at the age of a little over
seventy, in I 845. His wife died shortly afterwards.
They had a family of eleven children, but only four of
them are now living. Jacob, the oldest, was born in
1803, and, in I827, was united in marriage to Elizabeth
Judy, and settled where he now lives, commencing in
the woods. His wife died in 187o, and Mr. Vance still
occupies his farm, his son Isaac: and family, living with
him.
Philip Wikle settled in Dayton, Ohio, in 18o8, having
emigrated from Virginia. In 1809 he removed to Twin
township, and settled where his grandson, Lewis Wikle,
now lives, in section fifteen. He died there se\·en years
afterward. He was the father of eight children, of whom
Frederick occupied the old homestead after his father's
death.· He and his brother George, who were both
natural mechanics, .erected for Daniel Miller, a flouring
mill, on Wolf creek, in Montgomery county. Frederick
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was born in Berkeley county, Virginia, in 1788, and was
married, in 1816, to Mary, daughter of Jacob Rape. She
was born 1792, and is now living with her son Lewis, her
husband having died in November, 1866. She has five
children now living, viz: Lewis, now aged sixty, in this
township on the old homestead; William, in Indiana;
Alfred and Elizabeth, wife of Eli Ozias, also in this township; and Jackson, in Alabama.
Nicholas Coleman was born in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, in the year 1789. He removed from that State
to Ohio, about the year 181o with his family, then consisting of his wife, and one child. He began in the
woods, where his son, John, now lives, cleared up a farm,
and died there. His wife survived him several years.
Her maiden name was Anna Mary Vance. They had
three children, as follows : Catharine, Salome, and John.
Catharine became the wife of Daniel Diefenbaugh;
Solome married William Hapner. Both of the daughters
are deceased. John Coleman was born where he now
lives, in Twin township, in I815, and has occupied the
place settled by his father, '"or sixty-five consecutive years.
He was married, in 1839, to Tryphene Diefenbaugh, and
has five children living, and one dead.
Lewis Utz was bern in Virginia, about the year 1792,
and died in Twin township, Preble county, in 1822.
About the year I8Io, he married Elizabeth House, who
was born in Virginia in 1790, and died in Euphemia, in
1872. Six children were born him, four of whom are
now living, namely: Nancy, Mary Ann, Susan, and
William. Mr. Utz came to Preble county, in the year
181o, and settled on the farm in Twin township, where
his son, William, now resides. William Utz was born in
Twin township. in 1822. In 1843 he married Catharine
Hubler, born in Pennsylvania, in 1822. Fourteen children were born to them, nine of whom are now living.
This son, Lewis, served for three years, during the war
of the Rebellion, in the Ninety-third Ohio volunteer infantry.
Isaac Enoch came to this county from Butler county
in the year 18os. He first settled in Gasper township,
where he lived until 1811, when he removed to Twin
township, and lived here until his death in 1838. Samuel Enoch, son of Isaac, is still living in Twin township at
an advanced age. He was born in Butler county, Ohio, ·
in 1798, married, in 1817, Eli7.a Hewitt, whose father,
Israel Hewitt, was among the first settlers on Seven Mile
creek above Eaton.
Jacob Bare moved to Preble county, Ohio, from Warren county in 1816, and settled in Twin township, at the
mouth of Price's creek. He lived there on the old VanWinkle farm until his death, which occurred in 1822, in
his fifty-fifth year. He was born in Pennsylvania, and
moved to Warren county in 18os. His wife, Mary, died
many years after her husband's death. Six of their nine
children are living.
Henry.Bare was born near Lebanon, Warren county,
in 18os, and in 1826 married Ann Foreman, who was
born in Virginia in 1811. Her father was formerly a
hatter in Lexington. Henry Bare was at one time a
cooper, but is now a farmer. They have been members

of the German Baptist church for over forty years, and
Mr. Bare has been a minister for thirty years. Ten of
his fifteen children are living.
Nathaniel Benjamin was born in Morris county, New
Jersey, June 25, 1795· He served an apprenticeship at
the carpenter trade, and in the fall of 1817 came to Cincinnati on foot and with his knapsack on his back. He
engaged there at his trade until the following January,
when he was induced to come to New Lexington, this
county, by John Ayres, whom he had formerly known,
and who had established a store in that then prorilising
town. Mr. Benjamin's employer in Cincinnati offered
him l0ts on Sixth street in that city at one hundred dollars a lot, with the privilege of paying for them out of
his wages at one dollar and seventy-five cents per day.
Mr. Ayers, however, set forth in such a glowing manner
the wonderful capabilities and prospects of New Lexington, believing that it would, in the near future, become
a place of considerable importance, that he communicated
a large share of his enthusiasm to his youn& friend. It is
probable, however, that a young lady then living in Lexington-Miss Hannah Johnson, sister of the wife of Abijah Hayward-had something to do in attracting him hither, for on the seventh of the following November he made
the said young lady his w1fe. For the subsequent thirteen years he resided in Lexingt,·m, eleven of which he
kept a public house. The only persons now living between Lewisburgh and Winchester who were married at
time of Mr. Beujamin's marriage are the widow Winkle
and widow Robinson of this township. Mr. Benjari1in
was for twelve years justice of the peace at Lexington,
during which time he officiated at ninety--;even weddings.
When he removed from Lexington he settled on a farm
on the hill above John H. Markey's, where he lived until
1851, when he removed to West Alexandria, and has
since resided in that village. He is the father of two
children, one living and the other dead. The oldest is
Catharine, now widow of Dr. A. W. Dewey, and living in
Cicero, Indiana. The other dau!hter, Mary Ann, died
in October, 1879· She was the wife of Charles H.
Dewey, brother of her sister's husband, who is also deceased.
Charles Wysong was born in Franklin county, Virginia,
in 1802. His father removed from that State, with his
family, to Montgomery county, Ohio, in 18q. Charles
was married in 1825 to Margaret Gustin, of Warren
county, Ohio, and shortly afterward settled in Twin township, Preble county, on the east county line, where he resesided until he moved into West Alexandria, some seven
years ago. He has raised a family of eleven children,
ten of whom are now living. The grandchildren and
great-grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs. Wysong number
nearly one hundred.
Jacob Bowers came from Pennsylvania and settled in
Twin township, about the year 1820, removiug here from
Germantown, Montgomery county, Ohio. He finally remo\·ed to Indiana. His son, John, born in Pennsylvania,
married Delilah Wysong, of' Montgomery county, and
settled in Twin township, and carried on for many years
the old Bowers mill, on Twin creek, which his father had
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erected at an early date. He died in 1869, in West
Alexandria, aged sixty-nine. The widow is still living,
aged sixty-eight.
Mahlon Karn came to New Lexington in. 1827, from
Maryland. He was born in I8II, and in 1832 married
Lovey Fritz, of New Lexington. They have had four
children, of whom two are living: James H. K.arn, of
West Alexandria, and !\Irs. Julia A. Holland, postmistress
of West Alexandria. In 1839 he removed to West Alexandria, where he now resides.
Philip Shafer, now residing in West Alexandria with
his daughter, Mrs. Waymire, in the eightieth year of his
age, removed from Pennsylvania to Butler county, Ohio,
in 1822. In I829 he came to Preble county, and settled
on Banta's fork, in Twin township, on the farm which he
still owns. His wife died in I 87 4, at the age of sixtyseven. He has ten children living and one deceased,
viz: Peter, Henry, and Jacob, on the pike west of West
Alexandria; Margaret (Oyler) deceased; l\lary Jane
(Poullus) in Van Wert county; Julia A., wife of Han·ey
Waymire, in West Alexandria; Lucinda, wife of John W.
Sayler, on the Dayton pike, west of \\'est Alexandria;
Elizabeth, wife of Washington Ozias, in Twin township;
Elcina (Bell) in Montgomery county; Christian, on the
old home place in Twin; and Philip, on the pike, west of
West -\lexandria.
Joel Shaw was born in r8o3, in England, from whence
he emigrated to the United States, i.n the year I829. He
removed from Kentucky to Dayton, Ohio, in 1835, and
a year afterwards settled in Butler county, Ohio. In
I84o he came to Preble county, and settled in this township, on the farm now owned by Herman Voge. He
removed to Illinois in the spring of 1879, and is still
li~·ing there.
John T. Shaw, the only one of the family now living
in the county, was horn in Kentucky in 1835, and removed to Preble county with his father in 1840. In
I855 he was married to Seraphina Fudge, and now occupies the place in Lanier township on which William
Wright, sr., formerly lived.
Jacob Stotler emigrated from Somerset county, Pennsylvania, where he wa~; born in 1797, to Preble county,
in I833- He settled in section thirty·six, on the farm
now owned by William Campbell. He died there in
r851, in his fifty-fifth year. His wife, whose maiden
name was Mary Ann Sorber, and whom he married in
Pennsylvania, died here in I 846, in her forty-fifth year.
Of ten children born to them, four are now living, viz:
Edward S. of West Alexandria; Mrs. Lucinda Earhart,
living in Darke county; Miriam, wife of Joseph Copp,
of this township; and Margaret J., wife of Bethuel Harris, of Lanier township.
Edward S. Stotler was born February 13, 1825. In
1857 he married Sarah A. Halderman, who died c\pril 1,
r86r, in her twenty-eighth year.
Henry Snyder, born in Virginia in 1792, and when a
young man of twenty-two years of age came with his
parents to i\Iontgomery county, Ohio. In 1816 he was
married to Pameli:1, daughte1 of Rev. S:1muel Mow, :1
Lutheran clergyman. When he moved to this county he

settled in this township in section twenty-three, where
Conrad Bin key now lives. He afterwards sold his farm and
was living in Johnsville, Montgomery county, at the time
of his death, which took place in March, I876. His wife
died in March, I 8 51. They raised a large family of children
- thirteen in number, ten of whom are yet living, as follows:
Mrs. Daniel Unrue and Mrs. Jonathan Guntle in Elkhart
county, Indiana; James, in Linn county, Iowa; Pamelia,
wife of <_;reenbury Loy, of this township; Mrs. Moses
Gangwer, near Lewisburgh, t,his county; Samuel, in Twin
township; Henry, in (;rant county, Indiana; E. N. and
Lovina, in Miami county, Ohio, and Mrs. Jacob Trick, in
Eaton.
.Elizabeth (Mrs. Tragger), John, Harry and
Daniel are dead. Samuel, who resides in section twentyfour, this township, was born in 1828; was married in
I84I to Maria Stubbs, of ~lontgomery county, Ohio.
Robert Davidson was born in Ireland, and in 1822
emigrated to this country. For eight years he was clerk
in his uncle's store in Cincinnati. In I 836 he found his
way to Preble county, and established a general store in
a part of the house now occupied by Dr. Hill, in New
I ,cxington. He ha8 been in this business ever since, his
present store being located just across the street from Dr.
Hill's residence. [n 1840 he married Sarah Miller, whose
father, Frederick :\1 iller, was one of the earliest settlers
in Twin township. July I, 188o, Mrs. Davidson died,
and was buried in the Presbyterian cemete1y July 4th.
Amos .Markey, born in Baltimore county, :Maryland;
was married in 1821 to Jane Eby, of the s1me county,
and in r8 38 emigrated to Preble county, Ohio, after a
residence of some years in Carroll (formerly Frederick)
county, Maryland. He arrived here in the spring, and
the following fall bought nearly three hundred acres of
land in Twin township, where his son, John H. Markey,
now lives. He died there in I 844, and his widow, subsequently married John Harter, whom she also survives.
She is now seventy-eight years of age, having been born
in Baltimore county, Maryland, in I 8o2. She has six
children living and two deceased, namely: Jacob (dead).
John H., living on the homestead; Christian, in Jackson
township; Samuel, who died in California; Susannah,
wife of Franklin N. Fudge, of Lanier township; Amos,
in Missouri; Nathaniel. near Dayton, and Joseph, who
married in r862 Barbara, daughter of Samuel Halt, and
who, like his brother, John, is one of the most substantial farmers of this township. His aged mother rec;ides
with him.
Andrew Copp was born in Shenandoah county, Yirginia, in 1798. He was married there to Elizabeth Huddle, who was two years his senior. In 1832 they
emigrated to Ohio with a family of six children. They
came in a four-horse wagon, and brought with them two
cows, which the son, Andrew, then a lad of nine years,
drove on foot nearly all the way out. On arriving in
Preble county. the family took up their abode for a few
months in Lanier township, and i~ the spring of 1833
moved into Twin township, and settled in the southeast
corner in section thirty-six. The farm is now owned by
Mr. Lewis Drayer. Mr. Copp opened there a tavern
which he kept for a number of years. He subsequently
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moved into Lanier township, locating where his son,
Andrew, now lives, but finally moved out into the Dayton pike, where he resided until his death, which took
place in I848. His wife died in I849· Of their six
children, four are yet living, viz: Mrs. Lucy Stover, on
Banta's creek, in this township; Andrew, who married
Matilda Klinger, resides in Lanier on the the old home
place; Mrs. Elizabeth Klinger, in Darke county, Ohio,
and Joseph, who married Miriam Stotler, resides in section twenty-eight, this to~>mship.
Johnson McLean, esq., settled in West Alexandria in
I849· He was born in Greencastle, Pennsylvania, in
I 826, and at sixteen years of age commenced to learn
the saddler's trade in his native county. After he came to
Pn:ble county he worked jour work until I853, since
which time he has been engaged in business for himself.
In I857 he was elected justice of the peace for Twin
township, and is now serving his seventh term, six of
which were continuous terms. In I855 he was united
in marriage with Lucinda Loxley, of Twin township.
George Sauer, born in Germany in I8o7, emigrated
with his father to the United States in I826. He lived
in Montgomery county, Ohio, until I84o, when he removed to Twin township, near West Alexandria. He
married, in 1833, Ann Mary Kisling, who died in I859·
He was married to his present wife, then Mrs. Margaret
Eagle, in 1869. Mr. Sauer has two children, namely :
Elizabeth, wife of John Fadder, of Lanier township, and
Sarah, wife of Herman Vogue, of Twin township.
Frederick Pontius emigrated from Pennsylvania to
Ohio in I822 or I823. He settled in Gratis township
and died there aged seventy-two or seventy-three. His
oldest son, John, formerly a well known resident of Twin
township, was born in Pennsylvania in I8q. He married Nancy Marsh, in Montgomery county, in 1840, and
in I844 settled north of Pyrmont, in that county. In
the summer of 185o he moved to Twin township, Preble
county, and settled where his son Levi now lives. He
died in I 87 5· Mrs. Pontius is still living with her son
and is now seventy-seven years old. Levi Pontius, the
son, occupies the homestead and was married in I869 to
Miss Mary Westerfield, of Twin township.
William Klinger was born in Cumberland county,
Pennsylvania, in I792; came to Ohio with his father,
Philip Klinger, in 1810. Philip Klinger settled in Montgomery county, but several of his sons subsequently became residents of Preble county. When about twentyfive years of age William was married to Catharine Bean,
of Preble county, and settled in Twin, about a mile and
a half northeast of West Alexandria. He cleared up a
farm there and afterwards moved out on to the pike
where Daniel Kritzer now lives. He kept hotel on the
hill there from about 1833 to I85o, when he moved into
West Alexandria, where he died in 1863. His widow,
now nearly ninety years of age, is still living with her sonin-law, Andrew Cqpp, in Lanier township. They had
seven children, four of whom are living: Henry C., in
\Vest Alexandria; Matilda, wife of Andrew Copp, in
Lanier, southeast of West Alexandria; Samuel, in California, and Mary, wife of Jonathan Kesslinger, in Euphemia.

••

Henry C. Klinger wa~ born in I82o, and in 1844 was
married to Elizabeth Hewit.
Michael Klinger, brother of William, wao; an old-time
resident of West Alexandria, where he kept hotel for
some time.
Philip Hewit, sr., came from North Carolina as early
as 18o7, and settled on Banta's fork, south of the road
leading from Lexington to Eaton. He afterwards moved
down on the Miami river, and built a mill near Miamisburgh. Philip, his son, settled on a part of the homestead, in Twin, but finally moved to Darke county,
where he died. Only two of the family are now living,
v1z: Mrs. John L. Quinn, in Eaton, and the wife of
Henry C. Klinger, in West Alexandria
John Henry Voge emigrated with his family from
Brunswick, near Bremen, Germany, to this county, in
1847. He settled in this township, half a mile north of
West Alexandria. He wa~ born in 1813, and died in
Montgomery county in 1874. His wife, Margaret, is
still living there, aged sixty-five. They have seven children now living, and three live in Preble county. Herman, born in 1838, married Ann, daughter of George
Sauer, and has five children.
Henry Voge lives in th1s township, on the Mrs. Trick
farm, and Anna, wife of Henry Waiger, in Gratis.
William Longstreet came from New Jersey at an early
date, and settled in Montgomery county, near Springsburg. In 1854 he moved to New Lexington and resided
there until his death, in October, 186o. Hi-; wife survived him, her death occurring some nine years since.
Of their five children, Mrs. Mary E. Trick is the oldest.
She was married in 1858 to John C. Trick, who, when a
child, in 1830, emigrated with his parents from Germany.
His father, Frederick Trick, settled where Mrs. Trick
now lives, and John C. occupied it after his father's
death. John C. Trick died in January, 1875. There
are five other children of William Longstreet, namely:
Mrs. David Haywood and Mrs. Michael Wolf, in West
Alexandria; Mrs. John Hart, in Jackson township; Martha, wife of Daniel Young, in Lanier township, on the
pik~ west of West Alexandria, and Christopher, in Kansas.
ORGANIZATION.

Prior to the year I 8 I I the whole of the third range
was known as Twin township. The name is derived
from the creek which runs through it from north to south.
In 1811 Gratis and Lanier townships were cut off and
organized as they now stand, and for some time Harrison
and Twin formed one township. In 1815 Harrison became separate, and Twin, with little of its former self but
its name, assumed its present dimensions.
It is to be regretted that the early township records
have not been preserved. Tht: accessible records. go
back no further than twenty years.
It has been ascertained, however, that the whole of the
first range was originally one township. William Swisher
was justice of the peace.
The first election, after the organization of Twin as it
now is, was held at New Lexington, where the elections
have been held ever since .
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At this first election Frederir.k Miller was elected justice of the peace, and Henry Kessling, Simeon Van
Winkle, and - - were elected township trustees.
When Harrison and Twin were one the elections were
held at the house of John Vance, on the farm in section
thirty-three of what is now Harrison township, where
George Weaver now lives. It is not known just when
the first election was held at Vance's, but it is remembered that after it was over there were only three men
left without an office, and to the credit of these men be it
said that they did not try to create offices for themselves.
The pre.;ent township officers are : James Carroll,
John Zimmerman, and Wer;ley Ozias, trustees; N. S.
Hart, clerk; Robert Davidson, treasurer; Johnson McLean, of West Alexandria, and N. S. Hart, of New Lexington, justices of the peace.
INDIANS.

Wa'ldering companies of the Shawntts, .Delawarts,
Miamis, Mingos, and Poftawalomies once held the territory of Preble county as a neutral hunting ground.
Game of all kinds was plenty. Buffalo and elk still were
to be found, and bears were numerous. Small game was
too num~rous to be noticed.
The territory between
Whitewater and the Miami valleys was traversed with
well defined Indian trails. A favorite path was through
the region of the Twin valley, now embraced in Twin
township. As has been said, there was no better health
resort for sick Indians than Twin valley. Neither was
there any better hunting ground. The Indians of that
primitive day are to be envied by the habiluts of modern
resorts, in that they were enabled to pursue and secure
business, pleasure, and health, the three requisites of
happiness, at an expense of almost nothing, and right at
home, too.
Prior to r8os the Indians in Twin township were numerous. The Pollawalomies, who were the last to leave,
used to encamp in large numbers:
In the years 1803-4 there were several companies of
them in Twin township. One band of more than seventyfive warriors of the Pollawalomies pitched their wigw~ms
just west of where Jacob Rape lives, in section twentytwo, not far from Twin creek.
About fifteen hundred camped on the Ozias place, in
sections ten and three, and the country round about was
their hunting ground. They are never known to have
injured the white man, who was every day limiting the
freedom of the orie;inal owners of the forest. As long as
the Pollawalomies lived in Twin township they were
friendly and peaceable.
The Indian trading post was then at Fort Greenville, in
Darke county. In the early part of I 8o 5, the Government
having purchased ali of the Ohio land in the possession
of the Pollawalomies, prevailed upon them to leave this
part of the country. The time for this migration was set
for the firr;t of May. The setting sun of the thirtieth of
April left them as usual on the old camp ground, and the
rising sun of the morrow found in the valley of the Twin
only the ashes of their camp fires, and overtook them far
on their westward journey.

Their departure was quiet, and no doubt the white
settlers thought that they had seen the last of them, but
in the War of 1812 these same Pollawalomies, under the
influence of Tecumseh, joined the English, and at this
time the Indians came back to their old haunts, and
overtaking the traders who had not treated them fairly at
Fort Greenville, they wreaked their vengeance upon
Stoner and Elliott.
THE INDIANS IN THE WAR OF 1812

were very troublesome to the soldiers. Men who could
out-general the British red-coats, lost their scalps at the
hands of the wiley savages, who acted for the English as
the hounds of war.
In the fall of 1812 Captain Trotter's company of the
regiment of Kentucky cavalry, commanded by Colonels
Ball and Simmerell, and Major McDowell, passed
through Preble county en route for the Indian towns
along the Missisinewa river, near where Marion, Indiana,
now stands. On their way they rested for about a week
on the hill adjoining New Lexington on the south, and
the peo;>le of the neighborhood were happy to make the
acquaintance of these stranger soldier boys in their
midst. Among them was a young man of fine address
and pleasing manners, Sergeant Henry Riddle, of one of
the best Kentucky families. His gentlemanly conduct
and social qualities won for him the highest esteem of all
who made his acquaintance. He left Lexington with his
company in the full vigor of his young manhood, little
thinking of the hardship, suffering and death awaiting
him.
The company arrived on the banks of the Missisine·
wa, and, right in the midst of hostile lndi.ans, made a
halt early in December. One night, soon after their encampment, they were attacked by a large force of Indians. A deep snow covered the ground and the night
was bitter cold. The brave Kentuckians retired behind
their camp fires, and, concealing themselves as best they
could, awaited the approach of day. Though they had
suffered terribly with the intense cold, they were ready in
the early morning to return the attack of the "red-skins."
A sharp fight ensued, entailing considerable loss to both
sides. In this engagement the Kentuckians numbered
several killed and about forty wounded. Among those
severely wounded was the popular young sergeant, Henry
Riddle. The company succeeded in repulsing the Indians for a time, and hastily destroyed a number of their
villages; but Tecumseh with an army was near by, delayed by the heavy snow, and it was necessary to beat a
hasty retreat. The company, broken up into little
squads, accordingly r;tarted for home. The wounded
were carried on litters.
Sergeant Riddle was then
placed in charge of four of his comrades-Conley,
Bailey, McBride, and McCarty-and the little party
started on the long and weary homeward journey. They
came by the way of Green\'ille, Darke county, and in a
few days reached the vicinity of New Lexington and their
old encampment. The bitter cold and the scarcity of
' provisions caused great suffering among the returning
soldiers, and all along the way the kind-hearted settlers
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met them with horses and provisions, thereby saving
many a life. When Sergeant Riddle reached the old
camp ground, near Lexington, his courage failed, and his
wounds had grown so much worse by reason of constant
exposure to the inclemencies of the winter weather that
it was .thought best to make a halt, and thus give the sick
man a chance for his life. His litter was set down before
the house of Frederick Miller, just south of Lexington,
near their former camping place.
While Sergeant Riddle was among them in the early
part of December, in the full vigor of perfect health, the
settlers had become acquainted with him, and had learned
to esteem him. As soon as the neighbors hea1d that
their friend was lying at Mr. Miller's sick and helpless,
they vied with each other in supplying his wants, and he
was in danger of being killed by kindness.
Notwithstanding the careful nursing and many cornforts which he received, it was evident to all that death
had marked him for his own. He gradually sank, and
in January, 1813, slept the sleep that knows no waking.
The peculiar circumstances of this death excited the
sympathy of the whole community, and although their
~cquaintance with the young soldier was of short duration, the people mourned for him, and every possible
preparation was made to give him a soldier's burial. The
coffin in which the remains of Sergeant Riddle were
placed, was made by Alexander Stinson, of New Lexington. At the funeral Captains David E. Hendricks and
James I. Nisbit were present with their companies, and
honored the memory of the dead by a military parade,
martial music, and a parting salute over the grave, which
was situated a half mile from Lexington, on the south
line of Frederick Miller's farm, about one hundred yards
west of the West Alexandria and Lewis burgh pike.
Here until 1826, rested the remains of the gallant soldier. At that time it was thought that his grave and his
memory would be better preserved. in the cemetery at
West Alexandria, and accordingly the remains were disinterred, and with appropriate ceremonies, buried in the
cemetery. On this occasion the coffin was made by
John Miller, of West Alexandria, and Captain Elzroth
with his company turned out and fired a military salute
over the final resting place of Sergeant Riddle.
It is to be regretted that no memorial stone marks the
last resting place of the soldier. The exact position of
his grave cannot be given, as there is not a vestige of a
mound to be seen. The grave is in the northwestern
part of the cemetery, and almost anybody in the vicinity
can tell about the place.

1

EARLY SCHOOLS.

EARLY EVENTS.

The first house in the township was built by Judge
Nesbit, where the first brick hou~e in the county was
built in 181 1. This brick house is three stories high but
n~rrow.
It is still in good conditio~
Frederick Miller produced the first crop of wheat
Henry Kesling had the first bearing orchard. There are
some of the old trees still standing.
There have been three organized squirrel hunts. The
last one was very exciting. Companies from Twin and

Washington townships contested with companies from
Harrison and Monroe. Every man was a good shot, and
the pesky little squirrels died by hundred~. On the day
of this big hunt nearly three thousand "bunnies" yielded
up their little lives, and there was only a difference of
fifty between the two companies, but which company
beat is not recollected. This occurred in 1815.
It was customary on holiday occasions for all the good
shots in the township and surrounding neighborhood to
gather in some central location, and have a turkey match.
Among those who could hit the turkey "every pop" was
Jacob Rape, sr., who never thought of taking a rest for
his rifle while shooting.
Wolves, catamounts and bears were numerous in the
early times, and they were a source of considerable annoyance to the settlers.
The awful screaming of a scared catamount wm;
enough to curdle the warmest blood. One night when
Elder Adrian Aten was going horne from meeting at
New Lexington, just as he arrived at the stone quarry on
Rape's run, man and horse were tlearly scared to death
by the scream of a catamount, whose den was in the
quarry, and man and horse were home before they knew
it.
One day Henry Kesling went into the woods to cut a
hoop pole, to make a hoop for a sugar-water tub. He
was just unslinging his sharp axe to cut a hickory sapling
that grew by the side of a big log, when he was surprised
by a big black bear that immediately showed its teeth
and beckoned him to its embrace. But Kesling had no
idea of being hugged by a bear. Without stopping a
moment he dealt bruin a death blow with his axe, and
the family was supplied with fresh meat.
About twenty years ago a tremendous big catamount
imposed upon the people in the vicinity of West Alexandria by making them think that it was a panther
escaped from some show. Nobody was afraid of it, but
they all kept out of the neighborhood. It was finally
killed and the imposition discove,ed.

1

The first school-house in Twin township, was a little
log cabin, which stood in New Lexington, not far from
the site of the old Presbyterian church. It was opened
as a school about the year 18o7, probably by George
Miller, son of Frederick Miller. He was followed by
David Williams. The house was a deserted cabin that
had been used for a short time as a residence. It was
owned by James I. Nisbet. The benches were rough,
and the light was admitted through little windows, covered with greased paper.
What is known as the Whipple school-house,' was built
near where Whipple's mill now stands, on Price's creek,
in section eight. The first school opened there in 1812,
was taught by Thomas Coldscott, who remained for
several winters. Afterwards this school was divided, and
one school was established in the northwest comer of
section sixteen, and the other further north. These two
schools were the nucleus around which the present efficient
school system of the township is formed. The township

.
HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.
is divided into eight scho()) districts, and there are nine
school-houses, there being two buildings in New Lexington. The present handsome and commodious two-story
brick building, at Lexington, was put up in 1873· It is
a credit to the place, and is a · proof of the deep interest
which is taken in educational matters.
MILLS.

•

Twin and its largest tributary, Price's creek, have always offered excellent water-power to those wishing to
locate mills, and from the earliest days of the settlement,
Twin township's saw and flouring-mills, have been in
operation.
The first mill was built on the right bank of Twin, near
New Lexington, the center of the first settlement. It
was erected in February, x8os, by James I. Nisbit, the
founder of Lexington, and its early enterprise. Here the
first wheat raised in the township was ground, and the
first timber was sawed.
The first saw-mill was built soon after this on Twin,
just north of Lexington, by John Van Winkle. This
mill wac; afterwards bought by John Mumma, and then
by Solomon Meckley. It is now a steam mil~ owned by
Henry Wick, and John Winkleman.
Prior to Judge Nisbit's death he solti the mill at Lexington to John Mumma, who tore the old building down,
and erected the building that is still standing. The
privilege of this mill was afterwards purchased by Stotler,
Gale, and Glander, who, in x86x, built the flouring-mill
at West Alexandria, in Twin township. The mill was
operated by this firm until the death of Mr. Gale, which
occurred in 18-, when his interest was purchased by
the surviving members of the firm. A few years ago
Mr. Stotler became sole proprietor, and in the spring of
188o, sold the mill to J. M. Kinsel & Company.
The second grist and saw-mill in the township, and the
first on Price's creek, was built at an early day by Henry
Price. It is situated in section five, about a mile and a
half above the Eaton & Lewisburgh road, and is now
operated by Andrew C~huner.
About the year 1828, Isaac Enoch built a grist-mill in
section eight, and soon afterwards built a second one,
which is now operated by the heirs of Borlace Whipple,
after whom it is called, Whipple's. mill. It is now a
steam, and water-mill. The upper mill has always been
run by water-power.
WOOLLEN MILL.

The branch flowing from the Mammotn spring, with
its strong stream of pure water, affords excellent advantages for milling purposes, and accordingly, in 183o,
a woollen-mill was erected on the left bank of the branch,
not far from its entrance into Price's creek. Isaac
Enoch, and his son Henry, were the first proprietors.
It is a large three-story frame building, and ever since its
founding it has been doing an extensive business. There
is but one other woollen-mill in Preble county. Enoch
& Son sold out to Joseph B. Shaw, who is the present
proprietor.
In the early times Simeon Van Winkle carried on a
distillery on the farm now owned by John Bare, near

West Alexandria, and Samuel Robertson had a still in
section twenty-two.
CHURCHES.

In the early settlement of this county, a glance at the
history proves that the settlers had correct principles
concerning the necessity of maintaining a high standard
of moral and intellectual excellence. In the country
from which each emigrated, were the little school-houses
and churches.
Though many brought their denominational religious
beliefs with them, it was a strange thing to see a bigot.
In Twin township it was especially to be noticed that
a spirit of liberality and religious tolerance prevailed
among the first settlers. Yet they did not neglect their
religious culture.
The first school-house was used as a meeting-house,
whenever they were so fortunate as to secure the services
of some passing preacher.
Deprivation of religious privileges only increased the
eager desire for them.
Among the first settlers of the township there were
representatives of two denonimations-the Presbyterians
and the Baptists. For a number of years these people
united in their meetings, holding them in the little schoolhouse near where the Presbyterian church now stands.
About the year 1828 a difference of opinion arose concerning the propriety of allowing a Universalist minister
to preach in the school house church, and though there
was no bitter quarrel, the end was the establishment oi
the two most strongly represented churches-the Presbyterian and Regular Baptist.
THE BAPTIST CHURCH

was the weaker of the two in point of numbers, and naturally enough in trying to establish their church, formed
an alliance· with those whose religious beliefs were unde·
fined by denominational lines.
After mutual conference it was decided to build a
ehurch on the most liberal basis, although it was to be
called the Regular Baptist church. It was agreed that
those who subscribed, should have charge of the building, and have full control of the business of the congregation.
Prominent among the Baptists was Simeon Van
Winkle, and the leader of the outsiders was Squire
Nathaniel Benjamin.
Sirueon Van Winkle donated the half acre on which
the church now stands, in the midst of the graveyard
that grew around it.
At the first election Asa W. Malloy, of Eaton, Nathaniel
Benjamin and George Ivens were appointed trustees.
George Ivens was the only one of the three belonging to
the church.
Rev. Poyner and Rev. John Day effected the organiz.1·
tion in 1829, during which year a substantial, though
small and plain brick building was put up. Rev. Anderson Adams, a son-in-law of John Van Winkle, Rev.
Jam~s Sanford, Rev. William Williams, the pioneer
Baptist preacher, Rev. James Eaton, a missionary from
New York, and others occasionally preached, though
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during a great part of the time the church had no settled
pastor.
About the year 1831 a prea~her by the name of Burnet, from Cincinnati, a strong believer in the doctrines
taught by Alexander Campbell, came to the Lexington
church, and in a short time brought all of the Baptists
over to his side, except George Ivens, and a petition was
sent to the Baptist association asking for dismission from
the church. The petition was granted, and the church,
though still liberal, . was called the Campbellite church.
Preaching continued there from time to time until about
fifteen years ago, since which time the church has been
deserted. Until 1879, the building was in a tumble-down
condition, and Squire Benjamin, the only surviving trus·
tee, was about to sell it to Peter Van Ausdal for eighty
dollars. But the people of the neighborhood rallied, and
a subscription was raised, which was used to repair the
The United Brethren have been holding
building.
services in it since July, r879.

have been among the preachers they have had. Rev. G.
W. Busby is the present pastor.
About the time of the organization of the church, this
people got into a religious controversy with the members
of the New School Lutherans, who worshipped at the
Shilolf'meeting house. At that time Rev. Andrew Henkle, ofGermantown, frequently came up and fought the
battles of his church, and it is said that he was a very
successful debater. Rev. William C. Barnet, now of
Kentucky, occasionally took part in the discussions.

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH.

1839, aged twenty-five; Frederick Miller, 1835, aged
seventy-four ; Elizabeth, his wife, 1835, aged seventythree; Sarah Davidson, their daughter, July r, 188o,
aged about eighty; William Longstreet, 1858, aged fiftyeight; Thomas Nisbit; Judge James I. Nisbit. 183o; and
others of the earliest settlers.
In the cemetery adjoining the Baptist church are
buried Simeon Van Wrinkle, died in 1831, aged sixtythree; his mother, Phebe, who died September 12, 1866,
aged ninety-nine years, eleven months and nine days;

THE

SHILOH CHURCH,

situated in the southeast part of section twelve, was organized about 1840, by Rev. Thomas H. Wentworth, of
the German Reformed church. He was the pastor when
the house was built, and continued to preach until about
r8so, when he left, and the church went .down.
It was about this time that the party known as the New
School Lutherans branched off from the Lewisburgh
Evangelical Lutheran church.
PRESBYTERIAN .
At the time that the Old School branch built the St.
John's church, the New School brethren decided to have
At the time of the separation of the two denominations there was a regularly organized society of Presby- . a church of their own, and hence secured Shiloh church,
where they at present have a very Ao11rishing congregaterians, consisting of about thirty members. Rev. Samuel J. Miller, a Presbyterian minister who took charge of tion.
Rev. Abraham Reeks was the firc;t pastor, and it _was
the congregrtion in 1828, was the first regular pastor.
he who engaged in discussion with the brethren of the
At this time C. Van Doren and B. Aten were the elders.
In the winter of I 828 there was an interesting revival of Old School. He preached there for two or three years,
and was fullowed by Revs. Barnet, Geiger, Helwig, and
religion, which resulted ·in an accession of forty persons
the present pastor, Mr. Graugh.
to the church. The next summer the little brick church,
There is a burying-ground near the church.
which is still standing in Lexington, was built. It is still
in its primitive state, with its old fashioned windows, high
KELLEY'S CHAPEL
backed benches, and high pulpit towering in the center.
was an old 1\Iethodist church, and was named after Rev.
In October, 1829, Mr. Miller was ordained and installed
George Kelley, who organized the church, and is now
pastor of the church, which office he filled faithfully unpastor of the Wesley chapel in Cincinnati. The church
til the fall of 1836, when he resigned and took charge of
was built of logs in 1835, on the farm of Frederick Hartthe Pleasant Ridge church. During his ministry in the
man, in section fourteen. The church had a small memchurch at Lexington the following persons were ordained
bership, and soon went down, and there is scarcely a
and installed as ruling elders: Isaac Pierson, Ebenez&
vestige of the ruins of the building.
B. Ayers and George Miller.
GRAVEYARDS.
Rev. Miller was followed by Revs. John Crabb, Richard Badau and John C. Mitchell, who was the last reguThe graveyard at the Presbyterian church in New Lexlar minister.
,
ington is the oldest in Twin township. The first burial
When regular preaching was discontinued, about twenty
in the township was that of Grandfather William Nisbit,
years ago, there were not more than half a dozen memwho died June 7, r8o9, aged seventy-five. His grave is
bers left, so quickly had emigration and death reduced
just back of the church. If there was any earlier burial
the ranks. Robert Davidson and Phebe Ayers are tl;e
there is no recollection of it. In this place are also
only members living in the vicinity. The aged pastor,
blJried Dr. Robert Patterson Nisbit, who died in 1862,
Rev. S. J. Miller, is still living at Washington court house,
aged fifty-four; Dr. John Jackson Nisbit, June 28, r864,
Ohio.
aged forty-nine; Dr.. John Nisbit, their cousin, died in
· This church is a branch of the Lutheran church at
Lewisburgh, and was organized about 1847, ·by Rev. Jacob Gruber, who preached there for some time afterIt is a little frame building, located in the
wards.
extreme northeastern corner of Twin township, on the
Syler farm.
Michael Hoerner, John Chambers, and
Christopher Syler were among the first officers of the
church. Rev. George Baughman, of Eaton; Rev. G. W.
Busby, Rev. George Baughman, jr., and Rev. Schroyer
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-- - --- -- - - - - - - -- George Ivens, 1868, aged seventy-five; his wife, Rachel,
was first named as the one to be selected, and for a time
187 3, aged seventy-moe; and others.
it was thought that it would become the county seat
There is a general burying-ground near the Shiloh
The citizens of Eaton and New Lexington each conchurch, which is much used.
tended sharply for a decision in their favor. Mr. Nisbit
The St. John's cemetery is in low marshy ground, and
worked very hard to secure for his town the name,
is not generally used. Here is buried Christopher Syler,
county :;eat. The matter was finally decided by the
the man on whose ground the church is built.
legislature which, in 18o8, appointed three commisThere is a cemetery near Brennersville, in section
sioners and vested in them the authority to decide the
seventeen, on the farm of J. A. Bant7- The first grave
question, which to the contesting towns was a question
was dug there in 1812. Here are buried Isaac Enoch,
of life or death to them. Lexington had precedence of
Peter Warren, Mr. McGriff, and others whose names
birth, and as the eldest, claimed the gift of the county
cannot be ascertained.
seat as a birthright. On the other hand, Eaton was a
A number of graves in both cemeteries are marked
hamlet of much promise, and, furthermore, it had the
with rough stones, simply bearing the initials of the de- advantages of a central location. The commissioners
ceased, and many old graves have no mark by which
appointed were Aaron Harlon, lchabod B. Halsey, and
they can be identified.
lchabod Corwin. They were to select between the two
The Dunkers have an old graveyard in section sixteen
points, to establish the county seat, and report the same
on John Hart's place. It is located away from the road,
to the court of common pleas for confirmation. After
and is overgrown with bushes. Many prominent memviewing both places they found that as far as the towns
bers of the German Baptist church are buried here.
themseh·es were concerned it was "six of one and half a
John Hart and wife, Jacob Bar~ and his son Jacob, and
dozen of the other," but in respect of position Eaton had
the advantage of central location, and this advantage
others sleep here.
decided the fate of the two villages. The question of
There is a deserted little burying-ground in the southeast quarter of section fourteen, in which Timothy Piermunicipal life or death was settled, with the odds against
son and members of his family, and several others are
New Lexington, and to-day the only reminder of the
buried. There is no sign of a graveyard there now.
once high aspirations of the little village is the tall threeHenry Hapner came to Twin township in the fall of story brick hou-;e, which Judge Nisbit built in I8JI, and
1811, but he could not forget his old home, and in th·e
which he had designed for the court house.
spring of 1812 di~d of home sickness, or "home sieges,"
Since the decision against it, the village has lacked
as it was then called. He is buried on the Hapner
the spirit of enterprise so necessary to the growth of a
place, in section four, a little north of the house.
town, and at the death of Judge Nisbit, the last hope of
Lexington's growth died
QUARRIES
Mr. Nisbit sold goods at his house at a very early day.
are found all along Pnce's creek and Banta's fork,
Lexington was on the direct mail route between Da}ton
though many good localities have not yet been worked.
and Richmond, prior to the building of the State road
Price's creek abounds in good limestone, which is used
through West Alexandria, at which time the post office
for building purposes. The most extensive quarry is
was removed from New Lexington to West Alexandria.
known as the Twin Valley Stone Works, owned by J. 0.
James I. N isbit was the first postmaster, and the only
Deem. These quarries yield an unusually fine quality of one. The mail was at first carried on horseback, and
flagging stone, the stone lying in very even courses of afterwards in a cart drawn by a tandem team.
suitable thickness.
The first tavern was kept in Lexington by John HawNEW LEXINGTON.
kins in a little brick house in the northwestern part of
The plat of this little town has never been recorded,
the village.
Nathaniel Benjamin, now living in West Alexandria,
but investigation proves that this is the oldest town in
kept a public house east of Hawkin-;.
Preble county, and for some time rivaled its sister town
In 1836 Robert Davidson, of Cincinnati, started a
of Eaton in importance.
A short time prior to the founding of Eaton by Will- general store in the frame house built by John B. Ayres,
where Dr. Hill now resides. Mr. Davidson is now proiam Bruce, in t8o6, James I. Nisbit, whp, since his
prietor of the village store, which, true to the ideal of a
settlement in t8os, had lived on a farm in secti~n
country store, offers to the public everything from a
twenty-seven, laid out part of his farm into town lots,
needle to a haystack.
and announced that his new town was to be called New
There are a couple of groceries where liquor is sold, a
Lexington, after Lexington, Kentucky, whence he had
blacksmith'-s shop, and a shoemaker's shop.
emigrated. Mr. Nisbit built the first house, a log cabin,
At present the village has about one hundred and
in New Lexington. It was situated where he afterwards
built his brick house, in the eastern part of the village.
twenty-five inhabitants.
Squire Nathan S. Hart and Dr. H. Hill· have offices
A number of houses were soon afterwards put up, and
the enterprising and enthusiastic founder of the little
located here.
town saw, or thought he saw, in Lexington an embryo
From the very first New Lexington has been the votcity. At the time of the organization of the county,
ing place of the township. The school building, a handwhen it became necessary to select a capital, this village
some two-story brick, was erected in 1873. The old
1
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Presbyterian church is east and the Baptist meetinghouse north of town.
BRENNERSVILLE

was laid out about 1835 by John Brenner. He never
had the plat of the town recorded, but sold lots of an
acre each to any jesirous of forming the ~ittle cort_tm~nity.
Esom Taylor built the first house, a httle cabm m the
west part of the hamlet, where the little store was kept
and travellers were entertained. There are at present
but four houses and a blacksmith shop. The name has

now is, and was occupied by a family by the name of
Coble, who soon after moved away. The other cabin
stood on the site now occupied by the store of Coffman
& Block, and had been occupied as a dwelling and
blacksmith shop by John Clapp, the first blacksmith in
the neighborhood. These two families were mere squatters, not owning .any land. Alexander, after a short stay
with the Sorbers, moved into the Clapp cabin, and not
.
.
f
long after, William Sherman arrived, takmg possession o
the Coble domicile. In the fall of the same year Alex-

ander provided more comfortable quarters in which to
gradually degenerated, and to-day the name of Brenners- spend the winter, by the erection of a hewed-log addiville is Sniffietown. It is on the line of the proposed
., tion to his house, twenty feet square, and in the. spring
railroad at the southern extremity of section eight.
·
of 18 I 9 Valentine B. Mikesell, who had been 11vmg at
*WEST ALEXANDRIA.
Nisbet's mill, took up his abode in the part vacated.
West Alexandria is pleasantly situated on the west bank
From this humble beginning has grown up the pleasant
of Twin creek, in the midst of the richest agricultural
and enterprising town of West Alexandria. William
region in the county, and contains about six hundred inAlexander died in April, 1837, and is buried in the cemehabitants. One-half of the town lies in Lanier and the
tery in this village. His widow is still living, having
other half in Twin, the Dayton turnpike, which forms the
reached the remarkable age of ninety-three years. She
township line, passing through the center and constituting
resides in this village where she settled in the spring of
its principal street. The town is said to be the wealthiest
18I8, having had a continuous residence within its corin the State in proportion to the number of inhabitants.
porate limits of nearly sixty-three years. She retains her
It contains three substantial churches, the finest schoolfaculties, mental and physical, in a remarkably good state
building in the county and many handsome residences.
of preservation. She is as spry and active as many peoThe town presents a neat, substantial and thrift~ ap~ear
ple one-half her age. Before the beginning of the presance. Its people are intelligent, moral and hospitable.
ent century she saw, and shook hands with, • General
West Alexandria was laid out in August, 1818. Forty
Washington. She was born in Lehigh county, Pennsyllots comprised the original town plat, twenty on the Twin
vania, January 1, q88, and was married to William
side being laid out by Henry Keisling, and twenty on the
Alexander April 24, I8r6. She has had nine children,
Lanier side by William Alexander, for whom the town
all now deceased but two-Mrs. John Winters, living in
was named. Keisling was one of the earliest settlers of Springfield, Ohio, and Perry, in Eaton, Ohio.
Twin township, having located just north of where the
TAVERNS.
village now stands, on the farm now owned by George
Sauer, as early as 1804. He died in 1835 and is buried
Early in the spring of I 8 I 9, Valentine B. Mikesell
in the village cemetery. He never became to any extent
commenced the erection of a frame tavern of two rooms,
identified with the town, and Mr. Alexander, who did,
where the Lange house now stands, and shortly afterspending his subsequent life here, is regarded as its
ward William Alexander put up a larger one, where his
founder. A brief sketch of him and of his settlement
dwelling had stood, on the present Coffman & Block
here may properly preface this sketch, the facts for which
corner. The erection of these buildi~tgs was quite an
we get from his widow, who still resides in the town.
event, and settlers with their families gathered from
He was born in Virginia February 27, 1791, and in the
many miles around to assist in the raising, and to take
spring of 18I7, with his wife and one child, a few months
part in the fun that followed. They had a big dance, at
old, removed to Ohio. They were four weeks and four
which a kind of peach brandy ("peach ley cure'' Mrs.
days in making the journey to Hamilton, Ohio, where a
Alexander says they innocently called it) flowed pretty
brother of Mr. Alexander then lived, and it rained every
freely, and resulted in the whole crowd becoming intoxiday during the trip but four. Alexander left his family
cated.
at Hamilton while he went in search of a permanent locaThe Mikesell tavern has been owned successively by
tion- He came to Twin creek, where his brother-in-law,
Michael Klinger, Samuel Fisher, - - Miller, Isaac JohnJacob Sorber, had moved the year previous, and purch.asson, Fred. Shafer, Henry Weber and Henry Lange, the
ed of Jacob Hell eighty acres of land, a part of which
present proprietor. Mr. Lange bought the property in
now constitutes the south side of the town. The next
March, I 879, and has since made extensive improvespring be brought his family from Hamilton. They
ments. Alexander carried on the hotel business on the
found here, where West Alexandria now stands, a little
other corner for some seven years. The property aftercleared patch of ground and four rude log buildingsward passed into the hands of Dennis Kelley. It was
the old Reformed church, a school-house and two cabins.
burned down on the night of July 26, 1863, being the
One of the cabins stood where the store of J. E. Davis
result of a public jollification over the capture of the
•our thanks are due Rev. Mr. Herman, Mayor Campbell and 0.
Shephard. esq., for courtesies e:.tended the writer. The sketch of the
Reformed church was prepared by Mr. Hennan. and that of the pubhc
school by Mr. Sheppard.

rebel raider Morgan. The fire was the most disastrous
in the history of the town, the whole adjoining block being laid in ashes.
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Means and Dr. Baker. R. P. Nisbet had been a student
The Twin Valley house, now conducted by \Volf &
and afterward a partner of Dr. Linaweaver. He graduCo., was established by Jacob Winter,; who opened the
ated at the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery
tavern in a frame house, which had previously been ocin I854, and also educated himself for the practice of
cupied as a dwelling by George Loy. Since then,
dentistry. He stood high in his profession, and was popbusiness has been conducted, among others, by widow
ular and successful. He died in 1862.
Hutson, Jacob Feary, Jacob Good, Hiram .Burke, John
The present physicians are Dr. R. ~Huggins, Dr. 0.
Wysong, John Early, Johnson Brothers, E. P. Galbraith, ,
E. Tillson and Dr. A. E. Singer, who but recently located
\\"olf Brothers, Teagcr & Heffiinger, \\"olf & Johnson,
Dr. Huggins commenced reading medicine in
and Wolf & Co. David Wolf, of the present firm, has 1 here.
1853 with Dr. R. P. Nisbet, and in the spring of 1858
been connected with the house, with the exception of a
graduated at the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surfew months, since the spring of 1876.
'
gery.
He began practicing in \Vest Alexandria in partPOsT ornc~:s.
' .nership with his former preceptor, and continued until
In April, I 828, the post office was renroved from Lexthe death of Dr. Nisbet, in I862. Since that time he
ington to West Alexandria, and James I. Nisbet who had
has practiced alone, with the exception of a few years in
been postmaster at Lexington, continued to hold the
partnership with Dr. Campbell.
office after its removal, although the business then by no
Dr. Tillson began the study of medicine in I856 under
means large, was transacted by a clerk.
Dr. Dickey, of New Hope;' in this county. Attending
A weekly mail was carried from I >ayton to Eato·n
the Eclectic Medical institute, of Cincinnati, during the
through Lexington. Among those who have officiated
sessions of 1859--6o and I861--2, he graduated in the
as postmasters since Judge Nisbet's term, were i\lr. Kepof the latter year. He opened an office soon
spring
ler, Elias Herdman, Esquire Taylor and John H. (;ale.
afterward in West Alexandria, where he now resides. Dr.
The present incumbent is Mrs. Julia Holland.
Huggins and Dr. Tillson are both eminent and successE.\RLY ~IERl ' HANI>ISI:\"(;.
' ful practitioners, ranking among the best of their profesWho had the honor of opening the first store in the
sion in the county.
village cannot be definitely ascertained. It is thought by
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF WEST AU~XANDRIA.
some woose recollection runs back to that time that a
man by the name of \Vcarhotf was the pioneer merchant.
From the total absence of any records of the early
He kept a store where Dr. Tillson lives, in a one-story
schools of West Alexandria, and the conflicting statehouse owned by Jacob Sorber. He was followed in the. i ments of those whose memory runs back to that period,
same place by George (iilbert, who moved subsequently : little can be definitely said in regard to them. The first
to Dayton.
school was kept in a deserted log cabin, which stood at
About this same time or soon afterward, Henry Haththe northwest angle of what is now the village graveyard,
away opened in the building, which he erected, now
and was erected by Jacob Parker. This building gave
occupied by J. E. Davis. Hathaway did a considerable
way to a frame house, which was erected upon the same
business for a time, dealing largely also in pork packing,
spot, and is now doing duty as the kitchen of Mr. John
but his business was not successful, and he finally failed.
(~alt. This frame building was erected by William AlexGeorge Taylor kept at an early date in the building prr:-viander, in the fall of I8I8, who travelled all the way to
ously occupied by Gilbert and \Vearhotf. Others who
Cincinnati to get the nails and glass used in its construcwere prominent at a later date in the mercantile interests
tion, and also a stove. Mr. Alexander taught the first
of the place, are ~tentioned further on as the founders of :;chool in it the succeeding winter, and was the third
some of the present business houses.
' teacher in the town. The first teacher was William SherPHYSICIA:"'S.

The pioneer physician of West Alexandria was Dr.
William Lindsey, who located here at an early day. He
retnoved from here to Richmond, Indiana. He finally
returned to West Alexandria and resided here until his
death. The next physician was Dr. Nelson Dunnellon,
who was engaged in practice here many years, finally removing to Indianapolis. He was followed by Dr. Francis
Cunningham, who practiced until his appointment as
clerk of the court of Preble county, when he removed
to Eaton. About this time, or soon after, as early as
1835 or I836, Dr. William G. Linaweaver commenced
practicing in West Alexandria. He was a graduate of
the regular schodl, and an excellent physician. He died
of cholera in I 849. Dr. George W. Edgerly, who was a
son-in-law of Dr. Dunnellon, was also in practice here.
Other physicians whose names are mentioned are A. J.
and R . P. Nisbet, Warren Campbell, \\"est Hoo\·er, Dr.

; man, and the next David Williamson. Subsequently
Henry Kissling, who then owned all the land upon which
the north half of the town is built, donated a lot for school
purposes, and upon this a small brick house was built
and used for some time, when a larger house, containing
two rooms, was built. In this house, which is still standing. most of the middle-aged inhabitants of the town
received their education.
In 187 J the present elegant and commodious school
building was commenced, and finished in 1873. This is
the finest school building in the county, built of brick,
three stories high, and has a mansard roof, and cost thir:
teen thousand dollars:
Among the early teachers, if not the very first one. was
a :\'lr. Williamson, but in what years he taught, or what
became of him, no one seems to know.
Another of the early tenchers following Mr. Williamson, was Asa Sherman, who was also justice of the
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peace. About 1825 the school was taught by John M.
to Winchester, Indiana, at which place Robert enjoyed
U. MeN utt, who afterwards was one of the leading attorthe privileges of a seminary one year. Upon the return
neys of the county, and represented it in the State legisof his father to West Alexandria, Robert again attended
lature. Following Mr. McNutt was John Graham, the
the village school. In 1853 he began· the study of medauthor of Graham's arithmetic, which was published for
icine in the office of Dr. R. P. Nisbet. He at the same
the author by Mr. Tizzard, of Eaton. The record,
time purchased a set of instruments and began the study
which extends back only to 1865, shows the following as
and practice of dentistry. His dental practice for the
to teachers :
next two years became quite large and yielded considerable income.
1865, W. I. Barnhi<;er, principal; E. Jane Earley,
assistant.
Robert had always cherished a desire for a liberal edu1B66, W.l. Barnhiser, principal; Laura Hume, assistant.
cation, and in 1855 entered Miami university, then the
1867, C. C. Fetherling, principal; Laura Hume,assistant.
most flourishing institution of learning in Ohio. At the
1868, W. I. Barnhiser, principal; Laura Hume, assistant.
end of the first year, however, he was compelled, by
1869, W. I. Barnhiser, principal; Laura Hume, assistant.
want of means, to quit the university. In the following
1870, W. I. Barnhiser, principal; Laura Hume, assistant.
October he entered the Cincinnati College of Medicine,
1871, A. J. Surface, principal; Laura Hume, assistant.
from which he received the degree of M. D. in 1858.
1872, Oscar Shippard, principal; Laura Hume, assistHe began practice at West Alexandlia, in partnership
ant.
with Dr. Nisbet. During the four ye:ars of this partner187 3, Oscar Shippard, principal; Laura H ume, first
ship, which was terminated by the death of Dr. Nisbet,
assistant; Sarah A. Coleman, second assistant.
in 1862, Dr. Huggins acquired an enviable reputation in
187 4, Oscar Sheppard, principal; Jennie Finney, first
the community as a trustworthy physician. He continassistant; Sarah A. Coleman, second assistant.
ued to practice alone until 1867, when he associated in
partnership W. M. Campbell. This partnership was dis187 5, Oscar Sheppard, principal; Emma Coleman. first
assistant; Sarah A. Coleman, second assistant.
solved in 1872.
1877, Oscar Sheppard, principal; Mary R. Bloom, first
The doctor was married March 25, 1866, to Mrs. Caroline Curry. T.he house is blessed with two childrenassistant; Sarah A. Coleman, second assistant.
William and Bertha.
18 78, Oscar Sheppard, principal; Mary R. Bloom, first
assistant; Sarah A Coleman, second assistant.
Dr. Huggins is deservedly popular, both as a physician and citizen. He belongs to the Masonic and Odd
1879, M. D. Tyrrell, principal; Mollie Braun, first
assistant; Sarah A. Coleman, second assistant; Anna
Fellows orders, and is a member of the State Medical
Sweeny, third assistant.
society. A large, healthy body, vigorous mind, and
188o, M. D. Tyrrell, principal; J. W. Halley, first
cheerful disposition, peculiarly fit him for his profession.
He disclaims any political aspiration.> and takes no part
assistant; Mollie Braun, second assistant; Sarah Coleman, third assistant.
. in the management of political campaigns. The doctor
The course of study since 1872 embraces the common . has made himself what he is uy untiring industry. His
own labor furnished him the money with which to preor legal branches: Algebra, geometry, physio!ogy, natural
pare for his profession, and his own merit maintains his
philosophy, history, English literature, and the constituhigh standing and large practice.
tion of the United States.
-- - --- - ~----

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
DR. ROBERT D. HUGGINS.
Robert · D. Huggins is a son of James Huggins and
Nancy (Bailey) Huggins, both natives of Pennsylvania.
James Huggins was bor.n in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, April 13, 1797. In 18.18 he was married to Nancy
Bailey, who died at West Alexandria, July 8, 1879, at the
advanced age of eighty-one. He is '>till living in West
Alexandria.
Dr. Huggins was .born in New Lexington, Preble
county, September 16, 1836. When he was six years old
his father moved to West Alexandria, where Robert attended village school until 1850. His father the~ moved

NATHANIEL BENJAMIN.*
Nathaniel Benjamin, esq., was born in Morris county,
New Jersey, on the twenty-fifth of June, A. D. 1795.
His ancestry arere from Wales, his mother of the real
Puritan stock. His younger years were spent on the
farm, until he arrived at the age of sixteen years, when
he was bound out as an apprentice to the trade of house
carpenter and joiner. He served faithfully, under a hard
master, for four and one-half years. His apprenticeship
being completed he went to New York city, where he
worked at his trade one year. Not being content with
the surroundings of the crowded city, he determined to
go to the far West (as Ohio was then regarded). Accordingly, in the autumn of 1817, with his staff in hand
and a budget on his back, he set out for a home in the
new country with scarcely any money in his pocket and
without friends or companions. After a long and tedious journey on foot and by '>tage, he arrived at Browns•sy Rev. H. M. Herman.
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ville, Pennsylvania. Here he undertook to pilot a fiatboat, with two families aboard, down the Ohio river.
His pay for his work and responsibility was his fare. He
arrived in Cincinnati, Ohio, in October. Here he
worked at his trade until April 18, 1818, when he came
to New Lexington, Preble county, Ohio.
Here he started as master workman, and followed his
trade for a number of years, and there are houses yet
standing of his construction.
On November 7th, of the same year, he married
Miss Hannah Johnson, with whom he lived for nearly
sixty years, she dying May 16, 1878.
. His family consisted of only two daughters, though he
raised, unto full womanhood, four or five other children,
giving each one, as well as his own, a comfortable start
in life. In 1819 he built a house at New Lexington,
where he kept tavern eleven and one-half years, and in
connection with this business he reared a nursery and
supplied the county with fruit trees. In 1822 he sold
his property in town and moved into the woods, where
he opened up a farm and planted an orchard. Here he
remained until 1851, when he sold his farm and removed
to West Alexandria, where he still resides, an honored
and respected citizen. Father Benjamin is a man of
strong convictions and determined purposes. When he
undertook a project nothing turned him from his purpose.
When, in 1844, he was elected by his district as a dele·
gate to the convention at Baltimore which nominated
Clay and Frelinghuysen for the presidency and vice·
presidency, he accepted the appointment with the declaration that he would go if he had to walk every step
of the road.
His likes and dislikes are very marked. He hates
with all his soul and loves with equal power. He is a
true friend or no friend at all. No hypocrisy or deceit
finds a lodgement in his manly breast
He has husbanded his earnings with care until he has
become a man of wealth, and is now enjoying his well
earned fortune in his old days. Yet, with all his getting,
he was not unmindful of the wants of others. He has
been charitable to worthy objects. When the project of
founding an orphan asylum by the Masons was inaugurated, he was among the first to contribute one thousand
dollars. He also gave liberally to the churches of the
place; and gave one hundred dollars to s~rt a library for
the use of the public school at West Alexandria.
A few days before he was eighty-one years of age he
made a public profession of his faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and was received into full communion with the
Reformed church.
Father Benjamin is most generally known as an ardent
member of the Masonic fraternity, and is one of the
oldest Masons in the State
He united with St. John's Lodge, F. & A. M., at Dayton, Ohio, in 1824 or 1825 with eight more, who comprised all the Masons in Darke and Preble counties.
He applied for a dispensation for Bolivar Lodge No. 82,
Eaton, Ohio, and, though he lived eight miles distant,
he was not absent a single meetmg for three years. He
was also one of the charter members of Eaton R. A.

!

chapter, and served as high priest two years, and never
missed a meeting.
He was exalted to the sublime degree of knight templar at Lancaster, Ohio, in 1841.
He was also one of the petitioners for Reed Commandary K. T ., No. 6, of Dayton, and King Hiram
Lodge F. & A. M., No. 88, West Alexandria, Ohio.
He was first a member of the Grand Lodge at Worthington, Ohio, in January, 1830, and has been a constant at:endant ever since. He now holds the honorable position of president of the Masonic Veteran society,
by the unanimous voice of his brethren .
In civil life he has held many and responsible trusts.
He was commissioner of his county two terms, and was
treasurer of the Dayton and Western Turnpike company
for several years, during which he received and dis·
bursed one hundred and thirty thousand dollars of con·
struction funds, and seven thousand dollars of tolls,
without one word of fault or charge of corruption.
He was justice of the peace four terms, during which
time he married ninety-six couples and docketed two
thousand cases, of which only one was appealed, and
his judgment was then affirmed. In every department
of life Father Benjamin has proven himself true to the
principles of honesty and integrity. He enjoys in his
ripe old age the full confidence and esteem of his friends
and acquaintances, old and young.

JACOB VANCE
was born in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, May 23,
1803. His father John Vance, was a native of the same
,State, where he married Elizabeth Long, and in the
spring of 18o7 emigrated with his family to Preble county,
Ohio. They travelled by wagon to Brownsville, thence
by the Ohio river to Cincinnati on a Rat-boat. The team
was brought through by land and arrived at Cincinnati
two weeks in advance of the arrival of the boat. At Cincinnati the journey was resumed by wagon, and in the
latter part of April the family arrived in Lanier township,
where Mr. Vance had previously entered one hundred
and sixty acres of land. They set to work and rolled up a
log cabin, cleared off a piece of ground, and had a crop in
that same spring. After living there two years Mr. Vance
moved to Harrison township, settling a mile south of
Lewisburgh, where he afterwards lived. He and his wife
both .died in 1845. Their family consisted of eleven
children, as follows: Maria, Martin, Elizabeth, Rebecca,
Catharine, John, George, Jacob, Frederick, Michael, and
Sarah. The only survivors are Jacob, the subject of this
sketch; Michael, who lives in Indiana; and Sarah (Mrs.
Wikle), living in Harrison township.
Jacob Vance was married April 19, 1827, to Elizabeth
Juday, daughter of Frederick Juday, of Harrison township. He resided on his father's farm five years after his
marriage, when he rented a farm adjoining. This he occupied for two years, and then removed to Twin township.
He occupied a 'cabin on Twin creek for four years, and
then moved to the place where he now lives. This was

married to Mary Ann, daughter of John Ozias, of Twin township. She

Captain Matthias Disher was born on the James ri"cr, Botetourt
county, Virginia, on the first day of January, in the year 1817.

His ' died some six months after marriage, and July 9· 1843, he married Re-

grandfather, Peter Deischer (as the name was originally spelled),
came to America from Germany, prior to the Revolution.

He sen·ed

becca Jane Ozias, a cousin of his first wife. He remained on the home1

stead until the fall of 1843• when he located on a part of the farm on
which he now lives, which consists of three hundred and stxty acres.

under General Arnold, and lost an arm at Quebec. At the close of the
war he settled in Maryland, whence some years later he removed to

In 1862 Captain Disher raised a company of •olunteers (company H.

flotetourt county, Virginia, where he resided until his death, about

:-.linety-third Ohio volunteer infantry), and was chosen captain of his

1821, or 1822.

company.

He had seven children, five of whom were sons, the

youngest of whom was Christian, born in Maryland in 1788.

His n•giment was ordered to Kentucky, and in the retreat

which followed from Richmond, Kentucky, to Louisville, lost by capture

He was

in the War of 1812 as sergeant of his company, and was stationed at

one hundred and eighty men.

Norfolk, Virginia.

months, being compelled to resign on account of ill health.

He married Miss Frances Circle, and settled on a

He remained in service only about four
Captain

Disher is a man of much more than ordinary intelligence, notwithstand-

fann in Botetourt county, Virginia, and n•sided there until the f."tll of
1829 when, with his wife and five children, he emigrated to Preble

ing his Jack of early educational advantages.

county.

and possesses a literary quality of mind in which the antiquarian

He settled m Harrison township. building his Jog cabin in

the woods where his sou, Christian, now lives.

elemt"nt predominates.

September 15, 1871, he

He is a reader of books,

Politically he is a Republican. Captain Disher

died, at the advanced age of eighty-two years and eleven months. June

is now living with his third wife, his second wife having died in Febru-

13, 1857, his wife died, aged seventy years, s~ven months and twenty-

ary, 1854. at the age of twenty-eight.

nine days. They raised five children, of whom Matthias was the oldest.

A. Circle, hom April13, 1821, he married December 6, 1855·

He was raised upon the farm and had, perhaps, less than two years'

had four children by his second marriage, namely, Mrs. Mary Ann

His present wife, "" Elizabeth
He has

schooling.

The greater portion of his earlier years were spent in clear-

Bunger of Harrison township, Mrs. Susan Frances Fritz, of Twin, Mrs.

ing land.

He assisted at eleven log-raisings within two weeks.

Martha Jand Richard, deceased, and Leonidas living at home.

kind of work he enjoyed very much.

This

September 1, 1840, he was

1

present wife he has two children-Julia C. and Ada B.

By bis

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.

331

forty-one years ago, and the old hewed log house into
a member of the National Eclectic Medical associction,
which he moved is still used, adjoining his present resi- ' the Ohio Eclectic Medical a:;sociation, and the Miami
dence, which was built in 1863. Mr. Vance began here
Valley Medical association, of which he is secretary.
in the woods, cleared up a farm which is now a well im·
Dr. Tillson's wife, Caroline (Brower) Tillson, was born
proved property of on~ hundred and fifty-six acres. His
in West Alexandria, November 18, 1843. Her father,
wife died March 6, 1870, aged sixty-four years, eleven , Joseph Brower, was one of the euliest settlers of the
months and twelve days. Mr. Vance is the father of
county. Her mother, whose maiden name was Maria
nine children, as follows: Eve Elizabeth, wife of John ' Spate, was a native of Switzerland.
Jordan, born January 11, 1828; Sarah, born July 28,
Oliver Tillson, father of the subject of our sketch, was
1831, died in 1863; Isabella, born June 6, 1834; Maria,
born in Butler county, Ohio, August 5, 1805. His father,
wife of John Ashbaugh, born May 26, 1837; Isaac, born
a native of Vermont, was one of the pioneers of southMarch 16, 1840, married Catharine Houk, and occupies
western Ohio.
the farm with his father; Lydia, born February 6, 1842;
Oliver Tillson engaged in farming in Darke county
Amanda, born November 30, 1844. Two children died
until about 1845, when he removed to Richmond, Indiin infancy.
ana, where he engaged in the shoe and leather business.
He afterwards engaged in the same business in New
Paris and New Hope, Preble county. He died at New
Hope, June 21, 1865. He was married December 19,
DR. OLIVER E. TILLSON.
1823, to Rosanna Beeson, who was born in North Carolina in 1807. While in childhood her father removed to
The practice of medicine imposes upon its followers a
Ohio. He was a volunteer soldier ia the War of 1812,
heavier weight of responsibility than any other profession.
and
died at Fort Meigs, September 5, 1814. She died
Upon the decision of the physician depends the health,
at
Richmond,
Indiana, December 7, 1873.
and, frequently, the life of the patient. A thorough
The
family
of
Oliver and Rosanna Tillson consisted of
lmowledge of all that pertains to the profession, an acfour
daughters
and
three sons, one of whom is dead.
curate judgment and rigid conscientiousness are requisite
Mary Ann was born June 21, 1827. She is married to
qualifications of the successful practitioner. The subject
Andrew Tosh, and is living in Kansas. Rebecca C. was
of this sketch, Dr. Oliver E. Tillson, is, happily, well
born December 25, 1830. She is married to David
possessed of all these qualifications.
Richey, and living in Richmond, Indiana Lydia was
He was born in Darke county, Ohio, April 20, 1842.
born April 13, 18.~4. She is married to Dr. G. W.
When quite young his father removed with the family to
Dickey, and living in New Hope, Preble county. Frances
Richmond, Indiana. Oliver attended the public schools
A. was born February 3, 1837. She was married to
of Richmond, clerked in a store and worked in a printing office until 1856, when he began the study of medi-· Jacob Benner, and is living in Richmond, Indiana
cine in the office of Dr. G. W. Dickey, at New Hope, , Robert Mitchell was born September 1, 1839, and died
January 19, 1842. William Irwin was born July 18,
Preble county. In the fall of 1859 he entered the Cin1845. He is now living in the south.
cinnati Eclectic ~fedical institute, where he remained
Dr. Tillson is not only a close student of his profestwo sessions. His extensive course of reading was then
sion, but is a public-spirited citizen and diligent observer
resumed in Dr. Dickey's office and pursued until October, 1861, when he returned to the institute, and graduof events. He takes an active interest in the affairs of
ated with distinction in 1862.
the village. having several times been a member of the
Thus thoroughly prepared by six years diligent study,
cotmcil and school board. In 1875 he was nominated
by the Republican party, of which he is a working memDr. Tillson was ready to begin the practice of his profesber, for the office of county clerk, but was beaten by an
sion with the most flattering prospects. He located at
West Alexandria, and his merits were soon appreciated
independent candidate. His vote, however, in the townby the community. From the time he opened an office : ships in which he is best known, was very flattering. He is
the doctor has enjoyed a large and lucrative practice, and
a member of the Reformed church, and the Masonic
a high standing among his professional brethren. He is
and Odd "Fellows orders.
1
1
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DR. A. F. HALDEMAN.
In the person of Dr. Haldeman we have all the characteristics of a live American. His life has been one of
action and progressive thought. There is nothing fogy
in his make up; with him mere antiquity commands no
reverence, and mere novelty conciliates no favor.
Allen Furgus Haldeman is a native of this county, and
is the youngest of six children. He was born in 1843•
and is thirty-seven years old. His father is Abraham
Haldeman, a native of Virginia, and emigrated to this
county with his father, John Haldeman in 18o6. He is
still living in the enjoyment of excellent health, and is in
the eighty-first year of his age. In his prime of life he
possessed a fine physical organization, with rare mental
and social endowments. At the early agt: of nineteen he
became ·a self-taught and practical surveyor. His mother
is Elizabeth Haldeman, who emigrated to this county
with her father, John Fisher, in 1813. She is still living
in the enjoyment of good health, in the seventy-sixth
year of her age. She possesses rare qualities of both heart
and mind, and has filled well her mission in life.
Dr. Haldeman's early life was spent in acquiring an education; but before he had fairly emerged from boyhood he lost his health. He tried the merits of the
Allopath, Homce~path, and Eclectic without finding that
health he sought, and receiving, as he believed, nothing but
injury from the treatment of all the physicians whom he
consulted, and being dissatisfied with their explanations
of his malady, and their talk about the remedies proposed,
he determined to investigate the subject for himself; he
had, however, no idea of ever becoming a physician.
His health was lost; if he did not regain it he would be
useless to himself and to the world. He determined to
sacrifice all to that primary consideration, and let the
future take care of itsel( Having no love for, or interest
in, any system but the true one, he determined to satisfy
himself, if possible, what was true. His Pbservation
and experience, however, were continually leading him
from all faith in drug remedies. In 1862 he heard of
Hyd10pathy or Hygienic Medication through "Laws of
Life," published by Dr. Jackson at his home, Hygienic
institute, Dansville, New York.
Through its teachings he was not long in convincing
himself that Dr. J~ckson was teaching and practicing a
system that was at least in harmony with nature and the
Jaws of vitality. In the spring of 1863 he became a
patient at Dr. Jackson's cure. During a course of treatment of five or six months he was restored to health.
He now had a pretty good idea of what constituted a
philosophical treatment of the sick. Out of this embryotic
insight of matters pertaining to health, sprang a desire to
enter the medical profession. In the spring of 1865 he
had a correspondence with Pro( Trail, president of the
New York Hydropathic college. He was informed that
Dr. Trail would hold a spring and summer term of his
college at his Hygiean Home, Saint Anthony's Falls,
Minnesota. Dr. Haldeman concluded to attend this
term. At the end of the term he · returned, and re-

1
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mained at home several weeks, preparatory to attending
the winter term in New York city.
In 1866 he became a graduate of the New York
Hygeio-Therapeutic college. After his graduation he remained in New York several months, attending a course
of scientific lectures on collateral sciences. In the fall
of 1866 he returned to New York on purpose to accompany Prof. Trail to Europe, to prosecute his studies in
that country.
After reaching New York, he found that Dr. Trail
would be delayed several weeks on account of engrossing
profes~ional duties, and in consequence, his stay in
Europe would be shortened. On this account Dr.
Haldeman deferred going to Europe, and instead, spent
the winter in New York. He attended hospital clinics
at Bellevue, and at Blackwell's Island. His new and
progressive medical ideas opened up new fields of
thought, and he lost no time in making himself conversant with as wide a range of doctrines and scientific subjects as possible. It is but justice in behalf of the age
of progress to say that Dr. Haldeman came out of New
York as much of an anti-orthodox as he was anti-drug.
In the spring of 1867 he visited Boston and the New
England States. While at Boston, he made the acquaintance of Dr. Dio Lewis, and with him visited his
young ladies' physiological school at Lexington, Massachusetts. After a visit of several months in Boston, he
returned to New York. In the spring of 1869 he went
west. After spending several months in Chicago, returned.
In the fall of the same year he went to Philadelphia, to
investigate a business proposition made him by Dr. Wilson, of that city, wherein Dr. Haldeman would become
a partner with him in his Hygienic institute. Dr. Trall,of
New York, had also submitted a proposition to him to
become a partner with him in his Hygeian Home.
After investigating the proposition of each, Dr. Haldeman concluded to establish an institution himself.
In the s.pring of 1870 he again went west, and invested
largely in real estate. While he was in the west, he was
one of a company who organized the Boston 1\lountain
Mining and Smelting company with a capit<1l stock of
five hundred thousand dollars. Dr. Haldeman was made
president of this company, with headquarters at Chicago.
During his business career in the west he was elected
president of two other business corporations. In the
spring of 1876 he went east to look at several health
institutions, with a view of purchasing.
.
After remaining several months in Philadelphia, attending the Centennial, he returned. In the spring of 1877
Dr. Haldeman was employed as physician at Cedar
Springs. In August of the same year he purchased Mr.
Marshall's entire interest. In the spring of 1878 he and
his brother, Eli, became the owners of the entire property.
Immediately after this purchase Dr. Haldeman and his
nephew, 0. A. Gale, furnished the hotel entirely new,
and have ever since conducted the place as a health resort. With the opening of the coming season of 1881,
its name will be changed to Cedar Springs Hydro-Therapeutic and Hygienic Institute, and will be conducted on
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the medical philosophy as is understood and practiced
by Dr. Haldeman. The doctor has furnished the following, as embracing his viewing as to the rationale of the
new medical philosophy which, he behevcs, constitutes a
"True Healing Art,"-one that is successful and satisfactory when applied to practice.
TilE RATIONA LE OF TilE NATURE OF JlJSEASE.

I>iscasc is an action of the lidng sy!-itern, and occurs only in 1h·
ing organisms. Its nature is dl'tcrmincd IJ)' its symptoms, and hy the
4

causes that produce it.

Two thing-s arc ncn.:ssa ry for its exi-;LL'Ill't:;

first, \itality in the organism, and second, a morhitic

caUSl'

introduced

therein, or an agent brought in contact "ith the dtal principle that produces ohstruction in its operations. Disease i!'\ then the action which
follows as a result of this contact, in wl1ich the ,·ita! instincts of the
org-anism strin~ to rid themseh·cs of the offending substanc~. Discas~.
then, is vital war, an effort of the living system to preserve itsl'lf. to
defend its autonomy.

In thb instanl:e war is right and shuuld continue

as long as the morbific muses arc upon the patient. Disease. then, is
a ncccs.ary ,·itnl process, and shou ld not be cured until the removal of
its

C..'lUSC.

The \"itality of the oq;anism is the motive or

cause and the morbific agent, the obstructing cause.

opt~rating

To remo,·e the

motive or operating cause, nothing is more certain than the administra·

lion ol violent poisons, and this explains why physicians of the drug
schools consicler them their best rcm,_Ylies, on the suppHsitinn that dis-

case is a thing that must be killer!, hence employ them fur that purpo~. often to the

th·struction of th e patient 's lifl'. If tla·y w<:re tognizant of the fact that tli:--ea se it . . df re prc~ents the life po\\"t•rs of the
patient in remedial effort, and that. in killing out tlH· di~(\lSC, they
were hut killing- out the \·ital power of tllt'ir patit•nt, they wuuld st:c
how utterly unphilosophic the practice _of employing- poisons in the
treatment of dise.lsc. Di~ca sc, then, is not a thing to be lh.·~troyet.l,
hut an action to he rcgul:tted, a process to be din·ctt.·d, not allo\\'ing the
action to termin;"ttc in congestion in nny part or organ in thl' hody. The
body brought to a high deg ree of tempcraturl', cithl'r hy \'ioll'nt exercise
or by disease, is just as ~uhjcct to the great law of radiation as any other
heated object. and to obtain the ncc~·ss ary radiation we h~1sc only to
supply the cond ition s in accordance with this great hn\... The norfnal
temperature of the l1mh' is ninety-eight Fahrenheit. A few dl'gfl'l'S
above inrlicatc consuming fe,·er; a few hdow, a dcprl'S>.;t!d condition

that !cuds to collapse

~nd

<.Ieath .

lu health, if the heat of the body

tcnlls to in crL•asc beyond the standanl of normality. the hudy at once
Co\·crs itself with w.ater (pcr!'piration), thus the C\·apuration carries off
the clan~crous excess. In fevers and cong-estions, howevl'r, there is
such a sutltlcn increase of heat as n con sequence of extreme labor, ur

the intro<luction of a poi sun into the circulation, that the pcr>piratory
glands become ubstn&ctt•cl a11d pcr:-piratiun dm•s uot take pl.tce ; then
the science of Hydropathy clearl y indicates the remedy. The dry and
hof surface of the body mu.;;t he supplied with the condititms of lll(listurc, according to the great law uf radiatiu11.

TIIU~

we

s~:c

out reme-

dies arc indicated by the prcscrvatire tcn<.lendc> of nature.
TilE fL\TION:\I..E UF TilE MUIH:s OI'I::}L\NJ)I UF IH<l 1 GS A:--tD I"UISIINS.

(t is claimt•tllJ}' the advocalt!S of drug nwdic;-ttion that when n drug
intro<lncccl iuto the system that it nus liy a special t•ll'ct i,·c or Sdl•ct i\'e
chemical affinity, which the different drugs inhere ntly possess for the
\'arJuus organs, parts and structures of the S~'stcm. The r.ttiu113lc of
this apparent action is rccluct•U to the fo1luwin~ propositions :

i~

First. a drug is an inorganic substance, and docs not possess a11y
power of action, cx ecpt the power to act chemically.
Second, n drug. when introduced into an organism, d oc~ not act but

is acted upon .
Till' rationale: The ,·ital instincts rccog11ize the substance to be in ~
imical to their normal fund ions, and an mtru•ler into their sat:recl <lomicilc; hence it cannot r('main; tlu·y ca nnot U:-ol' it by any process known
to the sustenance of life. Hence they set up a process to expel it. II
the dn1g is dn~~ed as an cmt·tic it dcvoln:-s upon the stomnch to expel
it; if classified as a cathartic, the duty is assig-uc<.l to th~ bowels; if a
diut'rctic, the kidneys become the best \'ehic1c to carry it out, and ~o on
by like process to the end of the three thousand known drugs.
The vital instincts, in rdation to the duties they ha,·e to perform,
han:! an intell!gcnt guidance, ns it were, the same as a man wouid have
who had a difficult piece of work to perform;· if intelligent he w()uld do
the work the easiest way, and. with the least wear on his vital

~: ncrJ.,Yjcs,

considering the material he had to use. Just so with the vital instincts
of the or~anism in relation to the expulsi()n of non-usaulc substan-

ces. They take in, as it were, the nature of the situation, and the
nature of the suhst~nce they have to deal with-the composition of its
component elements, its density, or its fluidity; then whatever cnuncia-

tory is best adapted to the removal of the substance with thc1<-ast
wear to or~anic 'tmctures, to that organ or organs is the duty
assigned. The work often necessitates extreme and \·iolent action on the
part of the organ or organs whose duty it devoh·es. This undue action is
disease -a vcritahle dmg disease. This explains why professors of the
drug schools say, "\\'e but cure one disease by producing another; ..
or why Professor l'ainc, of the 1\ew York university so\ys, "Remedial
agents,·· me.llling drugs, '' arc essentially morbific in their action. They
operate in the s:unc nun ncr as do the remote causes of disease... The
action which follows, on the part of the hving system, when a poison is
introduced, is intense in ratio to the poisonous qualities of the drug.
This explains why mild poisons only affect the patient slightly, while
,·iolent ones depress vitality rapidly. The action dc,·olved upon the
system where a violent poison is administered, becomes so great that the
vital powers soon exhaust thcmselws and fall paralyzed, as it were, and
death is the result. This explains, perhaps, why the distinguished
l\larshall Hall declares "thousands are annually slaughtered in the
quiet sick room."
This, then, is the rationale of the modus •'f>tr.mdi of the so called
<!rug medicines, which is so much written about and so little understood. Perhaps the advocates of the chemical theory arc not quite
satisfied with this solution of the problem. \\'hat is chemistry!
Chemistry is the accretion and separation of the atoms of dead matter. Chlorine and mercury wiJI combine and fomt a new substance
called calomel, an<l then the calomel may he decomposc..-d and the ''hlorinc :u cl m.-:rcury rcproducl'd. ~othing like this happens in the do main uf org:\llic life. There is no chemistry in the Jj,·ing organism.
\\'ere any drug to act ehemk~lly upon any part or organ within the
lh· in~ ~y~t~~m. it would combine with it, and that would ccrtainl)· b.! the
death of it. Dead things combin<' with dead things, and this is chcm·
1

i-,try.

Living matter acts on dead matt~~r. resists and ~xpels pobon:i,

and this is ,·itality.

Chemistry then takes co;;nizance of the combina-

tions and de~..·ompositions of dc..\U, inorganic matter. while vital action
is the tran5furn1.1tiun of usable matter into lidng forms. "fhere are

lmt two fun ct ions of vitality, one proc<·ss transforms the clement> of
food into tissue, and throws off the waste matters; this is health- ·physiology -;·is ~-(,1/.fi'Yi '.Jlrix 1111/llni', The other process expels drug~. t;.xtranl'ous or furL'i~n substanc('s and repairs damages; this is disca.!)C-patholj •.!!Y -•·i~ .1/~·d/c',t/rix ft,',rtnru~. The li\'ing system acts only in

two ways. It acts appropriate to the suhstance if useful , aud to reject it
if injurious. This, then, c'plains the graud demarkation between focxls
~ml poisollS, as they arc recugni'-c<l by the vital instincts of the organ·
ism. .\ nutritious agent crcah·s and renews nerve l~eiJs antl stntct~
ures, endowing them with the 11ncst physiological scm;ihilitics, while a
poisonous agent disturbs the essential conditions of their growth ;tn<l
reuewal, and paralyzes their normal sensibilities. Thus one destrors.
what the o!h,·r builds np. Hence it is just ~s reasonable to suppc.sc
that th(·rc is aOinity between health and disease as to attrihu!<' atfinit~·
betwccn a poison and any org-an, part, or structure of the body.
\Vith these truthswc enter the most facinating- field in nature to ~"On,i<l·
'"the conduct of agents within the claboratory of life. Nowhere in na .
ture has Deity e,·inced such c,·idencc of cli,·ine and supernat;.ral intelligence. It brin;.:s into play man's uohlest and highest manift-,;tation ol
intellect to pcrct•i\'e and make the distinction between theSl' opposing
forcl'S. One a~l'llt producing construction, and the other dcstnltlivn .
one maintainin,.; integrity of function, and the other dcba.."ing and de~

,troying it. Out of this depot of life's dynamics the brain ll<'<.-omt-,
the rl'cognized sun of the physiological ~ystcrn, receiving and
transmitting to the system a force th~t propds the mightiest and
minutest process of physic~! life. In this citadel s1ts cnshrin~'<l the im_
mortal soul. whose sublime and sensitive train of transition is e\·oln"fl.
As the brain is the instrument of the mind through which it rt'et'in-s
and transmits its ,·it :ll force, then much depends upon tht' intt•gritv
of its structural health, and its normal action. Let it once bt!comc dis_
cased or paralyzed by the usc of debasing poisons, and the mcmality
becomes deranged , and life loses its purpose.
Then for men to ca11 poisons medicines is an outrage upon the name:
of science; a blight upon our civili1~1.tion, and an obstacle in the p;llh·
way of progress.
RATIOl<ALE OF

~H:I>JCINES.

A more correct knowledge of the nature of dntgs shows they are n,>t
medicines at alii l\ledicines are those things which in themseh·es don
the patient good, and can never be used properly with any oth~r i<.lc.l.
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Drugs arc agents which produce disease. l1cnce cannot he medicines.
The idea that drugs are medicines found existence in the primary
dogma that nature has provided in drugs remedies for dise~se. If disease is a rL'SU!t of a tmnsgrcssion of the vital laws, would nature so
stultify herself as to to prt>vide remedies to· do away with the con<equeneed penalties? Nature hns provided pcnaltit•s to secure obedience
to ht,. laws; not remedies to <lo away with th" conS<·quencP of di,ol><.·diencc to them! ~fan ha!\ mi~takcn her teachings. Instead of natun•
pro\iding dntgs as remedies for disease, the- tnlth is, e\'(·ry dru;..: takl·n
into the living system induces a new dis,•asc.

E\'ery clrn,!.!" has its

o\\11

penalty.
Ev,·ry dose is an outrag-e on the vitality of the patit·nt.
·rhcr<" is no so called /,J<i' ,y rtlrt' in the uni\'C"rsc. Tltl'rc is a t'tllldl!it'"
o/ rurt, which, when filled, means to Jh·c in oht ~di4..'Hcc to physiologic.tl
law.
RATWSALE OF llRl'r. MEI>ICATIOS.
Drug medication is estnblbhed upon the fundamental fallacv of doing
evil that good may come.
Health eannot eome through th<" liSt' of
those means which destroy health . Poisons cannot sustain vitalitv, for
the very term implies its destruction. It is a grand dt•lusion to p;>ison
a person because he is sick. To drink alcohol, smoke tobacco,
cat opium arc a<lditiona1 parts of the same dt>lusion, and r1w on•· pr:tcticc is justified or condt•mnt•d upon the same principles as is the othl'r.
Physicians prescribe drugs bc ..ause tlw p;llient is m:tde to fed kiter,
because his eyes nnd ears tell him he is l>etter. Th<' dmnkard drinks
whiskey, smokes tobacco, and e"ts opium for the s~mc reason, ~ntl
with quite as great wisdom.
E,·ery process of stimulation known to
man is a delusive process, either by whi,key or drugs. \Vhiskey m~kt·s
the drunkard feel better, and he repents his dram from day to day until
he tills a dnmkard"s gra,·e.
Toh'lcco sustains the nervous powers of
the smoker, just as arsenic, strychnine, and opinm sustains the nervous
powers of its deluded victims. Hence w~ see that the practice of drug
medication is a delusive practice, encoumging and huoying up the patient, making him feel imprO\·ed, while destruction and rleath follow
close after him. \Vhen he dies his death is ascribed to a special act of
Divine Providence for the pwtcction of the doctors.
Then what is the rationale of this practice? It is to force into the
organism that which is destructive to it. No difference what common
sense has to say, that which destroys life must san• it ; that which exhausts vitality must increase it; that which is ordinarily deadly in its
effects must be sah·atory. Health. then, is sought to be obtained bv
the use of those means which destroy health; invigoration is hoped f,;r
through exhaustion; natural power sought to be developed by defying
nature.
Hence the plans are in their very terms empirical and contrary to every law of the organism.
Drug medication is a clear case of deception of the senses, and its
practice is predicated upon appearances.
To illustrate: If the usual vigor of the paticnti seems diminished, the
physician becomes alarmed-the patient as well, and he administers a
poison "to rouse the patien.t up, to sustain and support his vitality.'·
The vital powers act with electric energy to avoid death, thus he sees
the wonderful magic of his remedy. The mtionale of this is, that the
organism was forced to yield up what little ,·igor it had left, in the
contest against its enemy. So pleased is he (and the observers, too,)
with this manifestation of vital vigor, nnd so intent is he upon appcaranees, that he repeats his dose from time to time, as long as the vital
resourrcs hold out. Finally the delusion ends in exhaustion and death .
This explains why Professor Alonzo Clark, of the New York college of
Physicians and Surgeons, said: "All of our curative agents are poisons. and ns a conS<'<JUcnce, every dose diminishes the patient's,·itality.'·
Or why Dr. Garth, in his last illness, when he saw his fellow doctors
consulting together at his bedside, raised his head from his pillow, and
said, with a smile: "Dear gentlemen, let me die a nntuml death."
Were the physician cognizant of the fact that the appearances he believed were signs of recuperation and health were but the morbid
manifestations of life in defence of his remedy, he would then sec why
this apparent sinking away of the vital energies was in harnwny with
the great and inexorable law of periodkity, and that the viral forces
were only being saved ancl accumulated through rest, in order to recuperate for another stntgglc. What would the intelligent community
think of an over anxious mother who would prick and pinch her child
to keep it awake and active, for fear it would die if its powers sank to
rest. Yet physicians are prescribing alcohol on the same principle.
Why is this? Rccnusc, thcv tell us, that ns yet mcrhcal science is sti ll
in her mfancy. And it is safe to predict that if they still continue to
took for the solution of its problems in the same direction they ha,·c
for the last two thousand years, it will always remain in it' infancv.
Periodicity is another great law of nature, in which harmoni~e·; with
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- -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - lly)!it•nic pmctice, hecnus.· the patil'nt is placed in the very l><"l conditions to rest and recuperate naturally. \Vhen the patient is in the
throes of the paroxysm, the remedial effort is assisted and regulated.
Periodicity is a law of nature which go\·erns physiological proc(·sscs,
as W<'ll as patholo~ical. No bodily function will bear continuous exertion
without its ]w rio dic n.•st. ( 'nntraction must he followc~d hy relaxation,
or di:-.intt'gr:llion is tlw n·~ult. Even the lwart, which carries on its
IIIH:casin~ actiun, h:ts its period of rest between e\'ery beat.
l>ig-t·:...tion
has its Jll'riodic ~t;lgt·s. l't·riodil'ity thl'll is a law of n:1ture, ali·Jx•n·atling :1nd in('s:or;thlt·. If dist·ase shows its manifestations more markedly at ct•rtain pt'riocl"i than otlwrs, it i-; in n1x.:(lit..•nce to this great law.·
In conclu ... ion we will say, that if a man i~ not conn•rsan t with the tnw
rebtion that a suh~lance sustains to the li\·ing systt..·m. lw is not :1 fit
pt·rson to predicate an opinion as to tlw good or harm the agent t•mployed will do him. \\·h,•n a man says: "I want a quiet night; I
will takt• a s!t·,·pin~ <lraught, ·· that man s pmks in parables. lie should
say, I \\ill pnison myself a little. just enough to make me unconsious,
hut nut enough to kill. The state he protluct.•s is not slc<'p. hut a
eonclition of narcotism that counterfeits siPep. He is a wise man who
nwets tilt' condition with rest, seeks the sunshint• and fresh nir, ancl
m01kes sumc fresh inn·stml'nts for his ncrnms sy~tC'm. If he follows in
the footstep~ t'Jf hi s ddudPt1 nt..•ighhur, and tak e~ an artificial stimulant,
he will begin :1 can·er \vhi('h, sooner or later, \\ill place him a mong the
incurables or bring him to an untimdy encl. Alcohol and nil dmgs
that nan:ntii.e are dangt•ruus in the highest dt'grt'(', fnr thf')' mask thf"
malady without curing it. The "'""'dy is to give up all habits which
c;:tnnot he sustained and defended hy reason and scie ntific arg-ument.
THE RAT.IONAU: OF TilE RELATION THAT WATER S!'STA!NS
TO TilE BODY IN HEALTH AND Dts~:ASI·:. -Air and water arc
two fluids necessary to life. and subscr'e similar purposes in
the organism. The clements of air yield to chemical combinations
in the organism, by which it fumishes materials for its use,
and conveys from the system some of its impurities, while water recch·es and dilutes the impurities and carries them out of the organism.
Three-fourths of the organic world is water. equally true
is it that three-fourths of all organized existence is composed of
water. Water subserves n similar purpose in the animal economy. to
that of our livers, canals, and lakes in commercial life. It is the
medium through which floats the solid materials to their requisite
places; carrying from out the organism the waste and worn out matters.
Then one of the chief uses of water is the function of transport.'ltion,
which, in reality. is the most important one of the organism. Nutrition is the first and greatest of life"s functions, and comprises the bn.-aking down of the old structures, and the building up of new. This process necessitates the continual removal of its ashes, and the d~6ris of
,·arious depumting organs. Hence water becomes the organism 's chief
medium of exchange. \Vithout water the excretory matters would become solirl, and incapable of remoml. With the fluidity of the body
properly sustained, the tissues arc kept soft and pliable and the blood a
fluid. nutrition perfect and health the physiological result. \Vhcn the
fluid part of the body is not properly sustained, the mucous surfaces become dry and parched with attendant fever, then the inward use of
water just as truly radiates internal heat as its application to the
external. The great law of mdiation is just as applicable to the allaying of inward fe,·er, ns its use is to its cxtern .l l manifestation . \Vhen
the channels of navigation get dry or low in the system, it is a most
prolific cause of disease. Then it is of the greatest importance to
St·rve the system with the requisite amount of water each day, and at
proper times. For this purpose only pure water should be USt"l -- watt·r
which contains no e lements save its own proper and unurying constituents; nod like the air, it is a difticult thing to obtain.
The purer
and softer the watt'r, the l>etter solvent it is, and the quicker absorbed
and circulated through the system. Another important reason why
wate1 should be abundantly supplied to the organism, is to facilitate
the process of rndosmost and ~xosmor.u. ~fhis process affords a constant
interchange of the fluids of the body. When this function is acting
normally then' is a perfect dcpurent from the blood of its impurities.
\\'hen the bloo<l lwcomes thick it becomes impure, and this occurs hecause the system h:~s not IX'Cn furnish ed the means for its purification,
according to the law of rnd.,sm.ut and r.t:o.l'moru.
RATIIlSAI.E or IIYr.tENtc ANil HYI>Ro-TIIERAI'UT!C l\fr·:lltrATION.
- -This system of mcdicatton contemplates the employment ns remedial
agents thosc-m:ltC'rials and influences which have normal relations to the
li\'ing system . Tht'SC are: air, watcr.f ood, slt'Cp, ex~rciS<'. rest , sun,hinc,
light, temperature, and social recreation. Its philosophy is prt•dicated
on th" primary premi"' that those things which arc eon,titutionally
,;,bplt·<l tu the prescnation of lwaltlt are al'o the prop,·r r,•nwdies for
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disease. It rejects from its materia medica all poisons-all things
whose presence in the dtal domain is incompatible with the normal play
of all the functiuns, and which are destruct ire to the living tissue. It
rcganb di..-t-ase as disordered vital nctilm, cun~eq nent on irregularity;
(~Xccss nr defect in the use of things normal, or as a resuh of the pres-

ence of things abnormal.

Then the remedial plan is to regulate the

usc or application of th ing s normal. nncl to rid the system of the presence of things abnormal - ·rl'gulating the one a!Hl removing the other.
In other won.ls: di-;easc is nature making nn effort 10 rid h(·rself from
agricv:-tn<."e, or if fnHn traumatic: causes, to rrp:1ir the injury done. Sor
does she ccn~e her cff1)rts until she accurnplislws her object, or exhausts
herself in an unstH.:ccs<;;ful attempt. Th('n, to nssi..:.t nature, we first
place the patiL'nt in normal relations to useful things health-gi\·ing
agents; and, scconcl, to furnish her with the ml-;lns to n:~ru/al~ n11d
roT/tWo/ lu•r mM·I·id adiuns. Hence the work must not he suppressed

but

int<' lli~-:c ntly

superint<'mled: her forces m;\rshalkcl and

command<'~!,

that the labo r to lw performed he equ:11ly divided among the or.~ans invoke'~! .

The patient is always 'a fc when the remedial adion i' equally
directed to the various depurating organs, or mainly to the skin. There
is danger just to the extent that the remedial action is determined from

the skin and concentrated 1111 some internal organ . The n1Jc then is to
balance the rcmcclial effort. To direct ancl control the remedial dfurt
we ha\'e onlv to brdancc tlnJ circulation; an(l to balance the circulation

we have only to regulate lh<' temperature. In order to do this the hydropathic appliances arc succc"ful, because they are in accordance with
the great law of radiation. \'v'llen the temperature rises above 105•
Fahrenheit, there is great danger of disorganization, but when kepi
within the limits of hyperpyrexia, ro3" Fahrchcit, there is little or no
danger to the patient. An acute disc;!'c is an active effort on the part
of the vital forces against the offending causes: while a chronic disease
is a sub(lued, sullen. or inacti\'c condit ion :tg:ainst the same causP.s.
One of the first conditions of disease is an unbab.nced circulation.
I I e re ag-ain the \V.llcr Cure appliances a rc in harmony with the two great

natural laws of expansion and contra<·tion, on the principle that cold
colllracts and heat exp:mds. lly these means. then, we hare the most
efficient remedy known for equalizing and Lalancing the circulationThen to radiate heal from the surface we have only to supply the conclitions of moisture: thus we bring to bear upon the patient two great
natural remedial k\\YS. Then this is a practice in harmony with the
laws of nature in agreement with every !iring slmcturc: in accord with
science and common sense.

The more you know about it the better you like it: the more you sec
of it the more you are convinced it is correct in theory, and in practice
based upon the immutable laws of nature, while Drug-opathy is not
demonstrable in science, and in practice is not based upon one law in
nature, hence it cannot hear examination: to explain it would be to
destroy 11: to defend it would he to damage it: to keep the people ignorant of its philosophy consists only in its safety; to hold an intelligent court of inquiry over its theories and practices, it would fall to
pieces like a baseless fabric, or be drh·en into thin air like the mpors
of a poisonous miasma before a ri,ing sun. It docs not seek explanation; it wants the people to believe that medical science is in its infancy
and that its practices and theories cannot be explained hy its most brilliant adrocates. Its existence is a good thing for those who follow it for
a livlihood, and palm it off on the dear people as philosophy, as
science--but what about the people? Do the people exist for the benefit of the profession, or docs the profession exist for the benefit of the
people? I3ul occasionally the most liberal and educated of the profession talk heteropathic. Professor Parker says: "As we place more confidence in nature and less in the preparations of the apothecary, mortality diminishes.·· Professor Smith says: ''Drugs do not cure diseases; diseases are cured by the vis medicatrix 11atur<t!. "Medicine is as
yet in a very imperfect state. The philosophy of diseased action is very
little known."-Professor Nunnely. "All of our cogitations of the modus opercmdi of medicines are purely empiricai."-Professor Meigs.
Professor Campbell, in a clinical lecture, said: "When you get into
practice you will think that your medicines cure, and that moment you
will begin to kill your patients." "The whole nation is groaning under
the present practice of the medical profession, which fosters disease
more than it cures it, and dcLascs and ruins our constitutions."-Morison. •·The science of medicine is founded upon conjectme, improved
hy murder.'"-·Sir Anthony Carlisle. "It is not less certain, but sti11
more deplorable, that the majority of the people are yet a prey to medical credulity, superstition, and dclusion.'"-Professor Rafincsque. "I
have long enough been tossed on the sea of unfounded hypothesis to
feel convinced that absolute darkness prc,·ails in the medical practice.''
-Reil. "Universities are but dull repositories of <'xplodcd opinions.'•

-Dr. Adam Smith. "I am wearied of guessing.'"-D'Alembcrt. "The
pe<'ple are a goose and I'm going to pluck it,"-Reale. " I was a dogmatic at twenty, an observer at thirty, an empiric at torty, and now at
fifty I no longer have any system.'"-Borden. The great physiologist
and pathologist of France, M. Magcndie, in a clir.ic to a medical class.
said: "Gentlemen, medicine is a great humbug." When the advanced
physician dropped the large pill and adopted the small piU the revolution began. Statistics show that the practice of Homreopathy is a great
saving in human life 0\·er the Allopathic. This is already opening the
eyes of the blind. One step more and Hygeio-Therapy will remove ali
the scales, and poor faculty-fooled humanity wi11 be emancipated.
H ygt•io-Therapy is in the sience of health what the steamship, the locomotive, the gas light, and the tclegmph are in the science of locomotion
and progress. Drug-opathy is the stage coach, the canal-boat, the mail
hag, the tallow c>ndle system of advancing backward. Hygeio-Therapy"s
perscriptions nL'Cd not be written in Latin. Rest, regularity, recreation,
diet, sunshine, exercise, and early hours are nature's phyiscians. It says
meat once a day, plenty of water inside and out, no alcohol drinks, and
no drug poisons. It tells you that cleanliness is next to godliness.
while Allopathy says he thai is filthy let him be filthy sti11. The criminality of Drug-opathy is apparent. It inoculates the heathiest of our
race with the seed of death. It is pitiful to see an innocent babe, whose
blood is pure, inocul"\ted with some terrible disease by the introduction
of poisonous \'accine matter. It is a blight on the delicacy of wornau
to submit to the demoralizing use of the speculum. It sets all habits of
tern perance aside and plants forever the seeds of drunkenness by recommending bourbon, or some one of its train of fashionable narcotics
Hygeio-Therapy ignores all these pestilential contrivances of the faculty,
and is undermining. by acts and facts, this system which is only perpetuated by a blind and ignorant faith in delusive appearances; grown out
of the false idea of the relations of poisons to the lh·ing system; and the
ignorance entertained of the essential nature of disease; and in not comprehending the functions of vitality wherein it makes its grand demarcation between foods and poisons. Then this new system of medicine is a practice in harmony with all the laws of nature, and in
agreement with every stricture and function of the living system, and
in accord with science and common sense, and is the only successful
and satisfactory system of the healing art known to man.
With these truths, scientific and self-evident, in the name of science
that classifies all knowledge, in the name of science that truthfully interprets the teachings of nature, let the edicts issue and drive from popular use and favor this poisonous plague, dmg medication, and with it
its I min of fashionable and debasing poisons. When this is secured a
heavenly halo of light will open up over the poisonous wastes of the
world, a broad and bright, and beautiful pathway of crimson and gold,
wherein garlanded angels wi11 gladly gather, proclaiming from highest
heaven over all the earth, man·s emancipation from the ruinous and
depressing practice of pupularized poisons, which ha\·e for centuries
been wasting his highest and holiest possibilities.
Dr. Haldeman, as a medical investigator, was not satisfied with mere
statements, mere incoherent expressions of incoherent ideas. but
searched for a philosophy of the healing art based in and upon the
immutable laws of nature. His new medical philosophy comprises a
solution of the following fundamental problems :
The essential nature of disease ; the essential nature of the functions
of vitality; the essential nature of the conditions of cure; the essential
nature of the vis medicalrix ttatur<t!: the essential nature of the t--is
conservatrix nalu1tz; the relation of organic and inorganic matters;
the relation of remedies to disease ; the relation of disease to the w
medicatrix natunz: the rationale of the nature and source of remedies:
These propositions comprehend all the premises of medical science;
all the principles of the healing art. Each is fundamental Without
an exact knowledge of the truth of each, the physician can ha,·e no true
medical science, nor no rational nor successful practice. Dr. Haldeman, as a medical reasoner, is eloquent a,nd cogent in his arguments.
and is destined to stand at the head of the great therapeutic mo\·ement
of this enlightened nineteenth century. His forthcoming book will be
entitled the "Principles of Hydro-Therapy andHygienie Medication.'"
It will show their relation and adaptation to the treatment of diseases,
and the preservation of health. Its teachings ...;n be predicated upon
the philosophy that nature has so related man to this life on eanh that
in order to live and keep well and finally die of old age (accident aside~
he has only to be so circumstanced, and conditioned, that he may
know and obey the Jaws which govern and regulate his organism. It
will show that the different drug schools are in darkness in reg:ud to
what constitutes the true healing art. It will show that their practices
arc based on mere assumptions, and that every dose is a blind experi·
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ment on the patient"s vitality; and that it is diametrically opposed to
every great natural preservative law in nature. It will show that drug
medication is a Hohon Upas, grmm out of a false doctrine of the rela·
lion that poisons sustain to the living system ; and that to perpetuate a
system that is so fearful in its consequences as that of poisoning a
person because he is sick, should belong only to the dark ages where
it originated, and not any more be a part of the medical practice of our
boasted civilization. It will explain the relation that stimulation sustains to the economy of life. It will show that a stimulant is any poisonous substance that abnormally increases functional activity without
impatting nourishment. It will teach that alcohol increases the work
of the heart by increasing its beats, and that e\·ery heart beat that is
evoked outside of its natural rate per minute is a draw on constitutional
power out of time. It will teach how alcohol produces paralysis of the
raso-motor nerve centres, thus weakening the contractile force of the
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minute blood vessels which fill the heart with blood at each of its
strokes. and that these vessels, when once paralyzed, offer msufficient
resistance to the force of the heart, and the pulsating organ quickens
its action like the main spring of a clock, from which resistance has
been remm·ed. Thus this quickened action becomes a pathological
action, and as p~thology is disease, and disease is waste of vital power,
so it will show that stimulation and disease is one and the same thing.
It will show how water produces disintegration of the tissues, and keeps
nutrition perfect, while alcohol pre,·ents it, because alcohol checks decomposition of tissue. It will show why pltilwra abdwniualis is a
fashionable disease among whiskey drinkers, and why they fall such
easy prey to di-.,ase. It will show why the temperance cause has ne\·er
succeeded ; why it stands to-day a mere childish farce. It will consider
the whole range of scientific medical subjects, and their relation to
health and disease.

'

HISTORY OF PREBLE COUNTY, OHIO.
OFFICIAL CENSUS.

The following is the official footing of the population
of the several States and territories as developed by the
census of 1 88o, which is published in this volume for
the benefit of its readers.
POPULATION OF STATES.

Alabama .............................................. .
Arkansas ........ . ... .. ................................ .
California ......... • .............•......................
Colorado ......................•................... • ... .
Connecticut ..........................•...... • ... . ......
Delaware.... .. . ... ....... . .... . . ...•... ...... .. . . . . . ...
Florida ....... .. .•. .... . .... .. ....... . . .. .. ... ....... ..
Georgia .... . ....... . ... . .... .. . ... . . .. . .. . . . .......... .
Illinois . . .............................................. .
Indiana ....................... . ......•.................
Iowa . .. . ..... ...... .... ... • . .. ..... .. . .. ... ... . .. . . ...
Kansas ...... . .. .. . ...... ...... .. ....... ........ . ..... .
Kentucky .. .. . .. ... .. .. ..... . . . .• ............. .... . . .. .
Louisiana . ..... •.. •....................................
Maine ... .................................... .. .. . .... . :
Maryland .................. . .......................... .
~fassachusetts . . .. .... ... . .. . .. • .. .•. . . ... • . ......... . . .
Michigan . .. ... . .. . ... .. ... .. .... . ... . .. ....... . .... .. .
Minnesota ... . ...... . ~ .. .......... .......... . .......... .
.Mississippi . . ..... . .. ........ .. ..... ............ . .. .... .
1\Iissouri ...... . ... .... ....... . ........ ... .. ........ .... .
Nebraska .. .... . ...... . .... . . .. . . . ..... . ... ....... . ... .
Nevada ......... .. . . .................• ... . .. .. ... .. ·•·.
New Hampshire ... . ... .. . .. ·... ..... . ... . ... . .......... .
New Jersey ........................................... .
New York ......................... . . . ........... .. ... .
North Carolina .. . ..... . ........ . ...... . . . . . ........... .
Ohio .... . ..... . ........... . .... . .... .. .. ... . ... .. .. ... .
Oregon ................ .. .. ..... . .. ... ...... .... .... . . ..
Pennsyh·ania .......•. . . ........ . . .. .. .. . ... . .... .. .. .. .
Rhode Island ... ... . . .. .. . ... ... ... .. ........ ... .... ... .
:South Carolina ......... .. . ...-.. . . ... .... ........ .. .... ..
Tennessee ................ .. .. .... . ............. ..... . . .
Texas ....... . . .. . . .. ...... ... . ... . . .• . ..•... .... . ..... .
Vermont .... . ........ •... ..•.. .. .... .. .... .. . ...... . .. .
\V<.>st Virginia ......................................... .
\Visconsin .. . .. . . ...... ... .. .... .. .... .. . .. ............ .

1,21>2,79~

8o2,564
86~.686
1~,6~9

622,683
1~6.654

267.351
1.539.048
3·<>78,769
1,978.362
1,624,620

995-¢6
1,6~8,7o8

¢<>,103
6~8.~5

9~·632

1,783,012
1,636•331
78o,8o6
1,131,<;92
2, 168,8o~
452.~33

62,265
346.98~

1,130,983
5 .oa3.sw
1,400,0~7

3·198,230
17~·768

4,282,786
276.528
995.622
1,542,463
1,592·574
332,286
618,443
1 ·3 1 5·~8o

Total of States . .. .............. .. . ...... ..... . ..... -- 49·369·595
The District of Columbia................................
117,368
POPULATION OF TERRITORIES.

Arizona ................................................. . 40,441
Dakota . ................................. .... .. . .. . .. . . . . 135,18o
Idaho. . ... ........... ..... . .. ... .. . .......... . ..... . .. .. .. 32,611
1\IonL'l.na ..... .. .. ...... . . . . ... . . ... . .. .... . .. .. . .. . . ... . 39·157
New Mexico . ......... .... ... ......... ..... . . . ... .. ... .. . u8,430
'\.Vashington ...... ........ ... .... ....... ..... .. ......... . . 75,120
Wyoming....... .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .... .. .. .. .. . . 20,788
Total of territories, 6o5,633· Grand total of the United States, so,152,866.
POPULATION OF THE PRINCIPAL CITIES.

188o.
Albany, New York ........ ... ..... .. . . .. . .. . . .. . 6],216
Allentown, Pennsylvania . ......... . ..... .... ... . 18,162
Altoona, Pennsylvania . .... . ... .. .. .. ..• . ... .... 19.987
Allegheny, Pennsylvania . .... ...... . . . . .. ..... .. 78·472
Atlanta, Georgia·. ................. ..... .. .. .. .. . 45·000
Attleborough, Massachusetts . ......•. ......... . . 11,105
11,000
Austin, Texas .......................•..........
Auburn, New York .... . ... . ... . .......... .... .. 33·927
Aurora, Illinois . ... .. ... ... . ... ....... . ..... • ... 12,007
Baltimore, Maryland ........................... . 333·000
Bay City, Michigan . .. .. ................. . ·.... . 20,650
Bdleville, Illinois .. . . .. ........................ . 10,712
Binghamton, New York . ........ ..... .. ....... .. 17,IIO
Bloomington, Illinois .......... .. . ... ... ...... .. 17,28o
Boston, Massachusetts .... . .. . ........... ... ... . 363·565
Dro<.>klyn, New York .. . . ....... .. .... .... ... . .. . 554-465

187069.422
13,883
10,610
53·18o
21,978
6,769
4·428
17,225
II, 162
26],304
13,69o
8,146
12,692
14,590
250·536
3o6.099

Brocton, Massachusetts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. ..
Buffalo, New York .... ... ....... .... .... ... .... .
Burlington, Iowa . ... . ....... ....•.. ... .. .... . ..
Cambridge, 1\lassachug.,tts .. .. ........... . ... .. .
Camden, New Jersey ....... ... , . . ........ . ... .. .
Cedar Rapids, Iowa . ... ... .......... . . ........ .
Charleston, South Carolina . ..... ....... . ..... .. .
Chesler, Pennsylvania ......................... .
Chicopee, Massachusetts ................. . ..... .
Chicago, Illinois ...... . ... .... ........ . ........ .
Chillicothe, Ohio .. . .. .. .... ... . . . .. ... . ....... .
Cincinnati, Ohio ............................... .
Chattanooga, Tennessee ... . .. ... .. . .. ... .. .. .. .
Clc,·cland, Ohio ............................... .
Cohoes, :>lew York ............................ ..
Columbus, Georgia . .. .... ... . ...... . . ... .. . .. ..
Columbus, Ohio .. .... ... ..... .. ·' ............ ..
Concord, New Haven ......... .. .... .... ... . .. ..
Council Bluffs, Iowa ......•.....................
Dallas, Texas . ........... . . . . ... . .. .. . ..... .. . .
Danbury, Connecticut. .. . . ... ... .... . .... . .... ..
Dayton, Ohio ................................. .
Da,·enport, Iowa .. . . . . ....................... ..
Des Moines, Iowa . .. . ........ ... . ......... . . .. .
Den,·er, Colorado ............................. .
Detroit, Michigan ................. . ......... .. .
Dover, New Hampshire ............. . . ........ .
Dubuque, Iowa ............. . .. ........ .. . . .•..
East Saginaw, Michigan ....................... .
Erie, Pennsylvania ...... . ....... .. , ..• ... ... ..
Elgin, Illinois ..... .. ..... .. . .. .. . . ... . . . .. .... .
Elizabeth, New Jersey ............. .. . ... ... . .. .
Elmira, New York ......... . ... . .. . . . . . .... .. .
Fond du Lac, \Visconsin .. . .. .. . . ...•.. . .. .. ... .
Fall River, Massachusetts ....... • ......•.......
Fort Wayne, Indiana ... ....... .......... ..... .
Galesburgh, Illinois .. ........ . .... .. ... .. . .... .
Grand Rapids, Michigan ........ ........ . ..... ..
Galveston, Texas . .... . . .... .. .. ............ .. ..
Hamilton, Ohio ... . ...................•.... . ...
Harrisburgh, Pcnnsyh·ania ........ .. ... . .. . . . ... .
Hartford, Connecticut .. . .. . .. . .. .. . ... . ..... .. .
Houston, Texas ................. .. .... . .. . .... .
Indianapolis, Indiana ... . ..... ... . . ... ...... .. .
Jackson, l\1 ichigan ................. . ... ... . .. . ..
Jacksonville, Illinois . ... .. . . .. .... .. ........... .
Jersey City, New Jersey ....... ... ... ...... . ... ..
Kalamazoo, Michigan .... .. ..... ........ . .. . .. .
Kansas City, Missouri. . . ..... ... ... . . ... ... ... .
Keokuk, Iowa . . .... ...... ... . .... . .. .. ...... ..
Kingston, New York ........ . . .. . . ....... .. . . ..
Knoxville, Tennessee .................. ... . . . . ..
La Crosse, Wisconsin .. .' ..... . .. .. ..... . .•.. ...
Lawrence, Massachusetts .. . ... ......... ..... ... .
I ~'l.ncastcr, Pennsylvania .... . .......... . ....... .
lx'lfayctte, Indiana . . .. , .. . .. . ..... . ... . .. , , . . ..
Little Rock, Arkansas . ... . . .... ... , ... ... . . ... .
Lincoln, Nebraska . . . .. ... ........... ..... .. . ..
Logansport, Indiana ...... .. ..... . . .... ..... .. .
Louis,·illc, Kentucky ........................... .
Lowell, Massachusetts . . .. . ... .. ...... . ... ..... .
Los Angeles, California .... .. ... .... ..... .. .. . ..
Lynn, Massachusetts ... .. . ........ . . . .......•. .
Lynchburgh, Virginia .......... ... ..... . ...... .
Mad;son, \Visconsin ............... .. .... . .. .. ..
Manchester, New Hampshire .. ....... ... .. . . ... .
Malden, Massachusetts ....................... ..
Macon, Georgia ...... . ..... .... ........ . •......
Marlborough, Massachusetts ...... .. ........... .
Memphis, Tennessee .......................... ..
Meriden, Connecticut ......... .... ............ ..
1\-lilwaukce, .Misconsin..........................
Minneapolis, Minnesota . ... .. . .. . . . . . ... ... . ...
Mobile, Alabama. ... ...... . .. . . .. .. ....... .. ..
Muskegon, Michigan ......... . ............... ..
:>/ashville, Tennessee . . .... .... ..... . . ..... . .... .
Nashua, New Hampshire .............. . . .. ... ..

13·598
149·500
18,975
51,693
4 1 ·7 1 4
10,176
49·027
1$,038
11,3:37
503,053
10,792
255·8o4
13·58o
159·404
20,122

10,132
51·337
13,841
1 8,509
33·466
11,810
39·000
21,88 5
22,696
35·719
119.700
17·693
22,276
19,o65
27,222

10,0.j0
28,241
20,578
13·564
~7.883

26,048
11,451
32,037
22,350
12,300
30.412
42,024
16,664
75.031
16,5oo

"·009
105,000
(2,078
5 6.~6

12,176
18,376
13,928
16,054
39.400
25,846
14,791
15,000
12.771
11,172
126, 566
61,200
u,o5o
38.387
16,300
10,~7

32·473
12,004
12,695
IO, 141

33·200
18,1o8
130,000
48,323
35.037
11,300
43·377
13,453

8,007
117,7 14
14·930
39.631
20,0~5

5·041
48.¢5
9·485

9·60'7
298,9<>7
8,920
216,289
6,193
92,829
'5·357
7·401
31,274
12,241
10,020
4·500
8,754
30·47:'1
20,<>78
12,035
4·759
79·577
9·2~

18,4~

"·350
19,646
7.000
20,830
1 5 ,863
12,76~

26,766
17.718
10, 158
16,5<>7
13,818
1I,o81
23,105
37· 1 8o
9.382
48,274
11,~7

9.203
82,5tb
"·750
32,200
12,766
2o,4u
8,682
11,012

28,921
20,233
1 3·5o6
12,38o
2 ·975
8,950
100,000
40,928
5·728
28,233
6,826
9·176
23,536
7·367
10,810
8,474
40,226

'5·595
71.~0

I2,o66

32,034
8,505
25,865
10,543
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Newark, New Jersey . ... ... ... ................. . 135·983
Newburgh, New York . ... ... ...... . .. . .. • ... . . . 18,075
New Albany, Indtana ......... .. .......... . ... .
17.500
New Haven, Connecticut. ... . . ....... ....... ... . 63,000
New Orleans, Louisiana ....... . ......... . ... . .. 215,123
New York, New York ....... . .... .......... .. .. 1,206,577
Norwalk, Connecti~ut ........ . , . .'.. . ...........
14,000
Norristown, Pennsylvania . . .. ...... ... . ... .. ... . 13,200
~cw Castle, Pcnnsyl\'ania . ........... ... . . .. . . .
10,292
New Brunswick, New J"rsey ....... . , .. , .... ... .
17,31 I
Oakland, California . ..... ... ....... ...... ·. ... . . 35,oo6
Omaha, N cbraska . . .... ... . .... . . .. . .. ...... .. . 30,6o5
Oswego, New York .......... . ..... .. . ... . ... . . 20,732
Ogdcnshurgh, New York . . . . ... . ..... .. . .... ... . 16,277
Oshkosh, \Viswnsin ... ..... . . ......... . . . . . . . . 15-758
Paltcrson, New J crsey . . .. . . . .... .... .. . . . ... .. . 58,000
Pawtucket, Rhode Island .... .. .. .. .... .. . .. . . . 19·530
Peoria, lllinois ... , .......... ... ........ . .. ... . 31,7o8
Philadelphia, l'ennsyh·ania ..... .. .. . ... . . . .. . . 8-!7·5-12
Piusburgh, Pennsylvania . . ... ... .... . ........ . 121,977
Poltsville, l'e nnsyh·ania ....... . . . . ... . . ..... .. .
13,246
Portland, Maine ..... ..... . ... . . .. ....... .... . 33·765
Poughkeepsie, New York ......... . ... . . ... . .... .
20,203
Pro•·idence, Rhode Island .. .. . .... . ........ . ... . 104,500
Quincy, :'\fassachuselts . ... .. ..........•....... .
10,571
Quincy, Illinois ... . .......... .. . . .. ... .. . . . .. . .
27-428
Racine, Wisconsin ... .... . , .. ... • ........... . ..
16,043
Reading, Pennsylvania . . ..... .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . -13,230
Richmond, Virginia ............. .. .. ... .. ... .. . 62,500
Rock.Island, Illinois . .. .... ... .. . ... . . .. . ..... .
11,614
Rockford, lllinois ................. ... . .. . .. . .. . 13,o88
Rochester, New York.... . . . .... . . . , .. . . .. ... . 89·498
Rome, New York .. ...... ... .................. . 12,045
Rutland, Vermont ... . ........ .............. . . .
12,223
San Jose, California ..... . ... . .. ... . . : . ..... ... .
12,6,15
Sacramento, Cnlifornia.... .. . . .. . .............. . 21,352
San Francisco, California.. ...... ... . .. ........ . 233·006

105,059
17,014
15·3¢
50.840
191,418
9-12,292
12 , 120

10,753
1·599
15,055
10,500
16,o83
20,910
10, 176
12,653
38·579
12,000
22,859
674.622
86,076
12,38-1
31.413
20,o8o
68,904
7·44?.
24.052
9,88o
33·930
51,038
7.899
II,O.j9

62,389
11,000

6,000
9.o89
16,283
149.478

San Antonio, Texas ......... .. .. . ...... . .... .. .
20,594
Sandusky, Ohio . .... ..... . ... ... . . ..... ..... .. .
15,000
Stamford, Connecticut ... . : . ... . ... ... . .. . ..... .
11,319
Springfield, Illinois . ... . . . . ... . .... . . ..... . .. .. .
19,683
Springfield, Ohio. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ........ .. . . 20,500
Saginaw City, Michigan ......... . . .......... .. .
10,430
11 , 000
Salt Lake, Utah . . . . ....... . .... ..... . ... . . .. . .
Savannah, Georgia ... . .. ..... . .. .. . ........... . 30·767
Scranton, Pennsylvania.. ... .. ....... . . ... . .... . 45·756
South Bend, Indiana .. . ..............•... . ... . .
13·492
Springfield, 1\fassachusctts ......... ..... .. .. . .. . 33·139
St. Louis, Missouri .. . .. . . ........ . .....• , .. ... . 350,915
St. Paul, Minnesota . ... . . .. . ... .. .... .. . ...... . 41,619
St. Joseph, Missouri . ... . ..... ........•.........
35·900
St. Augustine, Florida .. ... .... .. ... . . . . . . ... . . . 20,350
Syracuse, New York ... . ...... .... . .. ..... .. . .. . 52,210
Stockton, California . . . ... . . .. . ..... . .. . ... ... . .
IO,o66
Terre Haute, Indiana ... . . . ........... . .. ..... . 26, 5 16
Toledo, Ohio ........ .. .... . . ... . .. .......... . 49·Q92
Trenton, New Jersey ......... .. . . .. ........ . ..
30,500
Troy, New York ............ ...... . . . ........ . . 56.594
Utica, New York ............ . ... ...... .. .... . . 38·923
• Vicksburgh, Mississippi . ... . .. . ... ... . .. .. ..... . ti,66o
It,Soo
V.'altham, Massachusetts............. . .. . . .. .. .
Washington, District of Columbia .... ... ... ... . 16o,ooo
Wheeling, West Virginia.... .. .. . . .... ........ . 31,6oo
Weymouth, Massachusetts . . .. .... .. . .. ... .... .
1o.56o
Watertown, 1\'ew York ....... ... . .... .. ..... .. .
10,615
Woonsocket, Rhode Island........... .... ..... . 16,ooo
V.'aterbury, Connecticut. .. ... .... .. ........ . . . . 22,<Xl0
\Vilkcsbarre, fennsyh·ania ..... . ... . . . . . . ... ... . 2 3·340
Wilmington, Delaware ................ . ... . .. . . . 43.000
Wilmington, North Carolina ... . ... ..... ....... .
17,6o5
10,187
Winona, Minnesota .. ... . .......... . ......... .
Worcester, Massachusetts . .... . ... . ..... . .. ... . 58,233
10,782
Woburn, Massachusetts ...... . .. .. ... . ........ .
Yonkers, New York ......... , ....... ... . ...... .
18,924

1a,5s6
13,000
Q.;.l4

17,)64
12,652
10,004
12,000

28,235
35·072

1·"fi
26,703
310.864
20,0,30

17,565
11.7,50
43·051
10,000

16,10J
31,284
22,874
46.465
:z8.8o4
12,445
9.o65
109-199
19,28o
9,010
9·336
ll .$27
10,836
17,264
JO,f41
13,416
7·WJO
40, 105

8,st>o
17,:z69

