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JOHN ADLARD, retired silversmith : P. 0. Fletcher; was born in England 3Iarch, 1823, and is a son of John and 3Iary (Norton) Adlard ; his father
was born about 1776, in Louth, Lincolnshire, England, died in 1828; his
mother was 15 years his junior, and died August, 1848. Our subject was raised
to town and city life ; in early life, in Horncastle, Lincolnshire. England, he learned
watch-making, wliich remained his occupation duiing his life in England. In
1845, he married Elizabeth Colton, who was born at 3Iarhan-on-the-hill, near
Horncastle. England, eight days his junior; she is a daughter of Peter and Elizabeth Colton. John, Jr., and wife, in 1847, embarked for the United States ; after
their arrival, they located in AVaterford, N. Y., where they remained one year;
thence removed to Canal Dover. Ohio, where they remained about twenty years ;
there he engaged in his former trade a portion of the time; the remainder. was
spent in various pursuits ; after which a change or two was made, and about 1869
he located in Fletcher, Brown Township, where Elizabeth (his wife) died in 1875.
They were the parents of eight children, of whom five are now living; 3Ir. Adlard
married for his second wife Airs. Eliza Looker, who was born in Bucks Co., Penn.,
in 1830, and emigrated to Ohio in 1852, and in the same year married Gipson R.
Looker; 3Irs. Adlard is a daughter of John aud Eliza (Harvey) Johnson, who
were both natives of Pennsylvania.
SYLArANUS ALLEN, retired farmer; was born in Alason Co.. Ky., Feb. 10,
1797 ; when 8 years of age, he with his parents emigrated to 3Iontgomery Co.,
Ohio, settling ten miles south of Dayton, on what is now the Dayton and Lebanon
pike, where they lived and died, the father, Jeremiah Allen, in the 82d year of his
age, and the mother in her 62d year ; they were the parents of twelve children, of
whom six are now living, our subject being the second; in 1830. he emigrated to
3Iiami Co. and bought his present farm, the southwest quarter of Sec. 1,
Brown Township ; for this he paid $700, and was soon located thereon, where he
has since resided ; the farm was but little improved when he settled here, contrasting greatly with the well-cultivated fields and substantial buildings of to-day,
which change has been brought about by hard work and industry, and the assistance of his noble family. In the early part of 3Ir. Allen's life in 3Iiami Co.,
they had no post office conveniences nearer than Piqua or Urbana. a distance on
either side of from twelve to fifteen miles ; the mail at that time was carried past
his house, on horseback or otherwise ; owing to the inconvenience of mail facilities
for him and his neighbors, he made application to have an ofiice established at his
residence, which was granted, and was a great accommodation, this office being the
first one of its kind in Brown Township ; he held it for several years until the village
of Lena was laid out and a small business established, when he of course was willing
to have it moved to a more public place, which was done ; in honor of Mr. AUen the
office took its name ; thus, Mr. Allen has passed through the frontier and pioneer
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life of Miami Co. In November, 1821, in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, he married 3Iiss Hannah Beckhom, who was bom in New Jersey April 11, 1803 ; by this union they
had ten children, of whom seven are now living. 3Irs. Allen's death occurred Jan.
31, 1875. 3Ir. Allen now resides with his son, A. J., who was born 3Iay 17, 1846,
and June 3, 1873, married 3Iiss Nora Brecount, who was born in this county Jan.
23, 1847 ; they have one son, Edward H., born June 15, 1874.
R. B. ANDERSON, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0. Fletcher ; son of John and
Nancy Anderson ; was born in Bucks Co.. Penn., Dec. 24, 1825. John Anderson
died in 1826. Our subject being left fatherless when almost an infant, he was
placed in the care of his grandfather, David Anderson, upon whom the duty devolved of raising him; in 1829, he with his grand-parents emigrated to Ohio, locating in Warren Co.; and the following winter they pressed onward to 3Iiami Co.;
there David Anderson entered a large tract of land, of which 80 acres was entered
for R. B., which is his present farm in Sec. 15. Brown Township ; he remained with
David Anderson until 1843, at which time he took a trip East to see his mother,
whom he had not seen since 1829 ; there he devoted his time to his mother's society
for a few weeks, when he returned and soon after engaged in coopering in A\rarren
Co.; farming was taken in connection with his trade, which vvas followed in AA'arren
and Montgomery Cos., Ohio, until 1851, when he settled on his farm ; here he has
since resided and made great changes in the general appearance of the same ; now
there are 70 acres under cultivation, Aug. 27, 1850, he married Aliss 3Iarim
Dickensheets, who was born in Bellbrook, Greene Co., Ohio, in 1826 ; they by this
union have five children, of whom three are now living, viz.: Clara B, born June
17, 1851, now 31rs. 31. Kemp ; Emma E., Dec. 15, 1852, now 3Irs. G. Friling ; and
A. Caroline, Aug. 14. 1854, now 3Irs. Joseph Cyphers. The deceased are Charlie
R., died Aug. 3. 1858, and Fannie C. born Dec. 3, 1858, died Aug. 4. 1879.
WILLIA3I G. APPLEGETT, farmer ; P. 0. Conover ; was born in Hamilton
Co., Ohio, Nov. 6, 1826, and is a son of AA'. H. Applegett. who was born in Kentucky about the close of the eighteenth century ; received a limited education and
followed carpentering for a number of years ; emigrated to Hamilton Co., Ohio,
about 1817. Three years later, married Aliss Atlantic Goff, who was born at Cape
May, N. J.; after marriage, resided chiefly in this county, where she died with
cholera about 1834 ; he afterward went to Tennessee, where he died about 1840.
They were the parents of five children, of whom three are now living, of whom 3Ir.
Applegett is the oldest ; he was brought up to agricultural pursuits, and received
a limited education ; after his majority, he entered upon the trade of carpentry,
which he followed twenty-five years ; in 1868, he bought a farm in Sec. 8, Town 2,
Range 12, ancl the next year located on it. In 1851, he married 3Iiss H. A. Davis;
they have eight children viz.: Sarah 31., deceased ; 3Iary H.. John AV., 3Ielissa J.,
Arthur E., Charles, Clara E. and Kate. 3Irs. Applegett was born in Champaign
Co., Ohio, Feb. 22, 1834, and is a daughter of Benjamin B. and 31ary (Graham)
Davis.
J. B. BEA3IER, 31. D., Fletcher. Of the medical profession of the village
of Fletcher, who has established a reputation as a thorough-read man in the science of medicine, is Dr. Beamer, who is a native of Champaign Co.. Ohio ; when
but a boy of 4 years, his father (being also a physician) located in Fletcher, and
was favorably known for nearly thirty years, under whom J. B. read ; in the 19th
year of his age, he commenced the practice of his profession in Fletcher : two
years later, he entered the United States Army as a private volunteer of Co. E,
71st O. V. I ; soon after the organization of the company, he was appointed
as Sergeant; he entered service, and remained ten months, when he was discharged, having received a wound in the right lower limb by a cannon ball, at the
battle of Shiloh; he was disabled from active duty in his profession for a period
of eighteen months, when he again started in the practice of medicine, which he
has successfuUy followed ; in the year of 1867, he graduated from the Philadelphia
Medical University ; the Doctor is now well situated in the south part of Fletcher,
where he has a fine little floral garden which he takes particular pride in caring
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for. The nuptials of Dr. Beamer and 3Iartha F. A. KeUer. a native of 3Iaryland,
were celebrated Dec. 16, 1869 ; they have one daughter, Lulu A., born 3Iay 24,1873.
GEORGE H. BENHAM, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0 . Conover ; was bom
in Brown Township Feb. 12, 1855, and is a son of Richard Benham, who was
bora in Hamilton Co., Ohio, 3Iarch 15, 1791, and was one of the patriots of the
war of 1812 ; he was at the surrender of Gen. Hull, where he took the life of an
Indian chief; in 1813, he married 31 ary Nutt, who was a native of Centerville,
Alontgomery Co., Ohio, and died about 1846 ; he afterward manied 3Irs. Abigail
(Underwood) Baltzell, who was born in Shelby Co.,-Ohio, in 1813 ; they had two
children ; the death of Richard Benham occurred 3Iarch 1, 1870. George Benham was raised on the farm of which he now owns a portion, in Sec. 3, Brown
Township; in early life he received a fair education. His marriage with Millie
Pence was celebrated in 1874 ; their children were three in number, of whom only
one is now living, viz., Len Etta : 3Irs. Benham is a daughter of AVilliam F. and
Emmeline Pence, natives of this State.
A. 31. BERRY'HILL, farmer, dealer in and shipper of stock ; P. 0 . Fletcher ;
was born in Greene Co.. Ohio. April 15, 1828. and brought up on his father's farm,
where he assisted in clearing it. A. 31. B. in his boyhood days obtained no education, but since by continual practice ancl close application of mind to his business,
he has now a fair business education : in 1853, he came to 3Iiami Co. and purchased SO acres of his present farm in Sec. 14, Brown Township, where he took it
all from its wild state to a fine degree of cultivation, and erected a fine house,
barn and other improvements. Air. Berryhill has by talent and industry made
gradual financial changes until he now owns about 700 acres of land in this and
&
Shelby Cos., with sufficient capital to successfully carry on his business ; he has
since 1860 devoted his time to his present business, but in connection with it oversees a large amount of farming. 3Ir. Berryhill has. while residing in Brown Township, always been willing to aid and encourage all public interest to the welfare of
the county or the vicinity in which he resides. His marriage with Sarali Brelsford was celebrated Oct. 13. 1853 : she was born in Brown Township, 3Iiami Co..
Dec. 16, 1832, and died June 9, 1857 ; she was the mother of two children, one
living, Theresa, now 3Irs. J. D. Caven. 31r. Berryhill married for his second wife,
Catharine Brelsford ; she was born 3Iav 31. 1828 ; thev have seven children, viz.:
Sarah S., S. F., H. R.. R. E., 3Iary 31., Jennie B., deceased: ancl John L. Berryhill.
F. 31. BERRYHILL, farmer, and dealer in stock ; P. 0. Conover ; was bom
in Greene Co., Ohio. June 17, 1838. and is a son of Archibald Berryhill, who was
born in Airginia Oct. 2, 1801 ; his entire life was devoted to farming: in 1812 or
1813, he emigrated to Greene Co.. Ohio, settling near Bellbrook : he buried two
wives, and married a third, with whom he lived until July 7,1877, when he passed
from the stage of life; he was the father of nine children, of whom four are now
living. F. 31. was raised on the farm and taught the principles of farming by his
father, and was given a limited education ; upon 3Iarch 29, 1864, he emigrated to
Miami Co., and settled on his present farm in Sec. 7. which consists of 160 acres ;
when coming here, there were but 50 acres under cultivation ; he has since increased
the tillable acres to 95, and manifests great interest in his farm pursuits ; since his
residence in Brown Township, he has held the office of Assessor and others in the
vicinity and township. F. 31. Berryhill is a descendant of Charles Thompson, one of
the first Secretaries of the United States. Upon June 17, 1878, Mr. Berry hiU (being
from home) was visited by a large concourse of relatives, friends and neighbors from
far and near, accompanied by the band of Piqua. Soon after the arrival of the
parties, a table 225 feet long was erected, and plentifully filled. At the proper
hour for refreshments, the band marched around the table, followed by the guests,
numbering 517. Rev. F. Berryhill retumed appropriate thanks, after which all
enjoyed the bountiful repast; after dinner, others arrived, and swelled the number
to 635, who made it a day long to be remembered. Feb. 27, 1879, F. M. Berry hiU
married 3Iiss Mary J . Hill, who was bom in this county. They- by this union have
one son, bom Feb. 29,1880. Mrs. Berryhill is a daughter of Samuel and Eliza J . HiU.
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BRECOUNT & SONS, grain dealers, Conover. During the sumraer of 1855,
S. G. Brecount and brother cleared away the unbroken forest, where the village of
Conover is now located, and erected a warehouse on the Columbus, Piqua & Indiana Railroad, which is now known as the Cincinnati, Columbus & Indiana Central
Railroad, a through line from east to west. The structure and capacity of the
building was based upon the expected patronage of the energetic farmers of the
surrounding vicinity. On Oct. 11, ofthe same fall, they purchased their first load
of grain from John Wolcott, Jr. S. G. Brecount & Bro. carried on their business
with some inconvenience and pecuniary disadvantages for a few years, but with a
liberal patronage. Their partnership continued until 1858, when S. G. Brecount
retired from its duties aud turned it to his son, A. L. Brecount (the firm now
being J. D. & A. L. Brecount). During this partnership, gradual improvements
were made in the manner of handling grain. In 1859 or 1860, the third member,
J . C. White, engaged in the business, forming the firm of Brecount & AVhite.
They also opened the first store in Conover. stocking it with general merchandise,
where they soon built up a healthy trade in connection with the grain business.
This firm transacted business until 1861 or 1862, when a third change took place,
and the business was managed by J. D. Brecount alone until 1864, when E. R.
Doup, with the above, formed the firm of Brecount & Doup, which lasted one year
only, after which J. D. Brecount transacted the business alone until 1871. During this time the grain had been weighed on small scales in the house. At the
last date, G. W. Brecount formed the firm of Brecount & Son, andlarge Fairbank
scales were added to their facilities of weighing grain. In June, 1877, the last
change took place by E. A. Brecount forming the firm of Brecount & Sons. Durthe past all the grain was handled in the original building. In the fall of 1877,
their corn-house was erected, vvith a capacity- sufficient to store 8,000 bushels of
corn. Their dump for unloading corn is one of the best in the county. Their
advantages for loading on the side track are such that a car has been loaded in the
small space of ten minutes. In the sumraer of 1879, they remodeled their first
structure, erected in 1855. To this extra facilities were added to those previously
connected with the building, and the following winter an office and scale-house
were fitted up. They are now well situated and are doing a business second to
none in the township. The first yearly- shipments of the firm were small compared to
those of 1879, which were 525,000 bushels of wheat; corn, 33,500 ; oats, 27,000 and
flax, 2,500. J. D. Brecount has, during the past transactions, held the leading position of the firm. He now entrusts the business, principally, to the junior members
of,the firm, who are intelligent, bright and thorough-going young men. They are
making an excellent reputation as good business men. J. D. Brecount was born
in Hamilton Co., Ohio, April 16, 1827, and is a son of John and Sarah (Williams)
Brecount. In childhood, with their parents, they emigrated from New Jersey to
Ohio on flat-boats, locating where now the limits of Cincinnati extend. Here John
Brecount, when a lad of 14 years of age, engaged in blacksmithing, serving as
apprentice until he was 21, when his trade was completed. He did but little
at this business during life; he was otherwise variously engaged, passing
through the pioneer days of Hamilton Co., sharing many of the difficulties connected with the war of 1812, of which he was a participant; in 1837, he and family
became residents of Champaign Co., where John and Sarali remained until in a
feeble state of health, they came to Miami Co. to receive the care of their children,
where they both passed away. Their children were twelve in number, of whom
three are now living ; J. D., the only son, was brought up to agricultural'pursuits,
and, in his early life, had limited school privileges ; he came to 3Iiami Co. in the
same year the grain business was opened ; locating, with his brother, where the
vUlage is now built; at that time it was all in the woods; there he has since made
and seen many changes, and his finances have much improved. Outside of his
grain business, he owns 170 acres in Sec. 12, Brown Township, Miami Co., which is
under good cultivation and is well improved. March 27, 1849, he married Esther
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A. White, who was bom in Pennsylvania March 26,1828 ; three sons are the fruits
of their union, viz., George AV.. AsaS. and Edgar A.
WILLIAAI H. BRELSFORD, farmer and stock-raiser; P. O. Fletcher; was
born in Brown Township, Miami Co., in 1846, and is a son of Daniel and Nancy
(Hand) Brelsford, and a grandson of Daniel, Sr., and 3Iary (Townsond) Brelsford,
both natives of Pennsylvania ; in after years, they emigrated West and located in
Brown Township, Miami Co., where they both died, she in 1840, and he in 1852.
William H. was raised on the farm, where he assisted his father in opening out the
same until his majority; soon after (in 1868), he married Hannah Staats, who was
born in Clinton Co., Ohio, and was four years his junior ; in the following fall, they
emigrated to Cedar Co., Iowa, where he commenced farming, and resided one year,
when Hannah died, and he had her brought back to Miami Co. and interred; he
also remained there, and has since been engaged in farming in Ohio. One child
was the fruit of the above union—Frank, born in September, 1868. In the fall of
1876, William H. Brelsford married Sarah Jones, who was born in Indiana in 1855 ;
they had two children—Tessie (deceased in infancy) and Carrie. William H., in
September, 1878, purchased his present farm of 40 acres, in Sec. 21, Brown Township. 3Iiami Co., where he located the following spring.
3IRS. DANIEL BRELSFORD ; P. 0. Fletcher; Daniel Brelsford was born in
Montgomery Co., Ohio, March 2, 1823, and was brought up to farm life, receiving a common education ; in 1840, he came to 3Iiami Co., where he engaged in
carpentering. Jan. 8, 1846, he married Nancy Hand ; she was born in Greene Co.,
Ohio, Oct. 23, 1825 ; they had eleven children, viz., William H., 3Iartha A., 3Ielissa
F., 3Iary E., Alonzo T. (deceased), Benjamin F. (deceased), George AV., Arthur J.,
Charley L., Maude D. and Claudie M. F. Daniel Brelsford, in 1850, commenced
purchasing the farm of 80 acres, in Sec. 20, Brown Township, 3Iiami Co., which he
afterward completed, and cultivated until his death, July 2, 1874. 3Irs. Brelsford
is a daughter of Benjamin Hand, who was bom in New Jersey, where he came
when but a boy, with his parents. William and Phebe (Jennings) Hand came to
Ohio and settled in Greene Co. permanently. Benjamin Hand married Sarah
Sackett, who was a native of Kentucky, and, in 1835, they came from Greene Co.
to Miami Co., and bought 80 acres of Sec. 20, Brown Township ; 3Ir. Hand died
there Aug. 1, 1841, and Mrs. Hand Jan. 8, 1872. Mrs. Brelsford is a granddaughter of Cyrus Sackett, a native of Connecticut, who, at the age of 21, emigrated to Kentucky ; in 1791, he was under the command of Gov. St. Clair, at the
Wabash River, in Alercer Co., Ohio, where St. Clair was defeated and suffered a
heavy loss; but Cyrus, being among the survivors, returned to Kentucky, where
he married Nancy Stableton, who was a native of 3Iaryland; when but a child, she
was taken to North Carolina, where she remained during the war of Independence,
and afterward rode on horseback to Kentucky ; she and Cyrus afterward emigrated
to Greene Co., Ohio, where they both died at an advanced age.
H. S. CARMONY, farmer, and manufacturer of drain tile; P. 0. Conover;
was born in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, 3Iarch 15, 1815, and is a son of Jacob Carmony, who was born in Pennsylvania Oct. 6, 1790 ; he was raised to farm labor
and distilling ; early in the nineteenth century- emigrated with his parents to Ohio,
and settled near Centerville, Montgomery Co., where his parents died at an
advanced age. Jacob Carmony, during the war of 1812, was engaged in manufacturing liquors to supply the army ; in 1813, he married 3Iary Stansell, who was
a native of Kentucky, bom in 1796, and emigrated to Ohio about 1810 ; they
both died in Montgomery Co., he in 1872, and she three years later. Mr. H. S.
CarmonyT was brought up to farm pursuits ; at the age of 22, he began coopering,
which trade he followed five years ; in 1842, he came to Miami Co., located on his
present farm in Sec. 7, Township 2, Range 12, where he has since resided ; in 1872,
he erected his tile factory and engaged in operating the same, which has produced
an annual income of about $2,000. March 20, 1842, he married Miss S. E. Munger, who was bom in Warren Co., Ohio, July 3, 1823; they have had twelve
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children, of whom six are living. 3Ir. Carmony has recently been elected Township Trustee, which office he also held in 1861.
J A 3 I E S CARTER, retired farmer ; P. 0 . Conover ; was born in Warren
Co., Ohio, Nov. 14, 1813, and is a son of James Carter, Sr., who was born in New
Jersey.
During the war of independence, and when but 5 years of age, he came
with his parents to Pennsylvania, where he matured, and married Sarah Freel, a
native of that State ; they emigrated to Ohio, passing through where Cincinnati
now stands, when it consisted of three log cabins. They onward'pressed to AVarren Co., where they entered 100 acres of land, four miles north of Lebanon; here
they settled in the wilds, and at once began to open out a farm, wliich was done
in a reasonable time ; there they died, after having passed through the pioneer
days of Warren Co., he in 1832 and she in 1827 ; their children were eleven in
number, of which all grew to maturity; the above family have possessed an
extraordinary degree of health, and boast of never having a physician called to
their assistance, not even in the illness of tlieir father, as his disease was what
they regarded as incurable (consumption) ; the family all possess a medium
degree of health. James was brought up to farm labor, and obtained a common
education ; in 1839, he emigrated to Aliami Co., purchased his present farm of
80 acres in See. 6,xBrown Township ; this he has since improved a n d cultivated,
and now is one of the finest farms in Brown Township. James Carter, in 1834,
united in matrimony with Catherine Williams ; she was born in Warren Co.. Ohio,
in 1816 ; they have trod the path of connubial life for nearly half a century, and
are the parents of nine children, of whom one, Jasper, was lost in battling for his
country, in 1864 ; the remaining eight are now living, viz., AArilliam S., Alaria. Joel,
Eunice A., Cerelda. George, Jeannette and Charles G.
G. B. CAVEN, retired farmer ; P. 0 . Fletcher ; was born 3Iarch 18.1828, on the
farm he now owns in Sec. 31 ; he is a son of John A. Cavern one of the earlysettlers of this county, who was born in Rockbridge Co., Ara., in 1789, where he
grew to manhood, and in 1811, emigrated to 3Iiami Co.; he entered the farm
now owned by George B.. which was in a very wild state. In 1821, he married
Elizabeth Scott, who was born in 3Iason Co., Ky., in 1801 ; they both lived and
died in this township. The grandparents of George B. were of Irish birth, and
died in Spring Creek Township, she about 1828-30, their son following in 1838. G.
B. remained at home ancl nobly assisted to clear and improve the farm ; he
received as good an education as could be obtained in his boyhood days. In
1849, he began life for himself, and has since by habits of industry and good management bought and hired lands, until he now owns 250 acres of fine land in this
county, of which 160 lie in ancl above said section, whereon he has erected good, substantial farm buildings. His attention for the past few years has been partially
directed to the culture of bees. Oct. 14, 1852, his marriage with Catherine Simmons was celebrated ; she was bom in this county, in 1829 ; their children were five
in number, of whom all are now living, viz.: Alice, now Mrs. W. H i l l ; J o h n F.;
Melissa J., now 3Irs. R. C. 3Iorrow ; 3Iary E., now 3Irs. G. AV. Sanders ; and
Ruth I. Mrs. Caven is a descendant of the Simmons family, whose biography will
appear in some other part of this volume.
J . H. CODDINGTON, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. O. Conover; was born on
his present farm Sept. 6,1849, and is a son of David Coddington, who was born in
Hamilton Co., Ohio, in 1818, and in 1847, came to Aliami Co., settling on
Sec. 2, Brown Township ; two years later, he purchased 80 acres of land, improved
and cultivated the same until his death, which occurred in the fall of 1860, leaving a wife and four children to mourn his loss ; his widow, 3Iary (Hill) Coddington, was bom in Hamilton Co., Ohio, February, 1832 ; she married Thomas
Roberts ; they now reside in her native county. Our subject was raised to the
life of a farmer's son, and obtained a common-school education; since 1873,
he has been gradually purchasing the shares of the home farm, of which he now
owns all but the mother's interest, and is engaged in cultivating his property.
Sept. 5, 1867, his marriage was celebrated with J a n e Morris, who was b o m in
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Champaign Co., Ohio, and is two vears her husband's junior. Their children are
Edwin F., born June 24, 1870 ; Alva T., July 5, 1873 ; and Calvin H., March 6,
1877. 3Irs. Coddington is a daughter of Calvin ancl Lydia Morris, who were both
natives of Hamilton Co., Ohio, and were the parents of nine children, of whom
eight are now living.
J. P. COFFIELD, grain and grocery dealer ; P. 0. Fletcher; is located on the
C, C. & I. C. R., where he has been favorably known for the past six yrears; in
connection with the above business, he has the care and management of the
freight, ticket and express office, being also a telegraph operator; he was born in
Clark Co., Ohio, in 1845. where he grew to manhood on a farm : in his boyhood
days, he acquired a common education, which was afterward cultivated and
improved in schools of higher grade ; his attention during life has been directed
to the profession of teaching, which he followed ten years in Clark. Greene and
Miami Cos.; since 1874, he has been permanently located in this county. He
was married to Gorilla AIcAllister Feb. 18. 1879 ; she was born in Pickaway Co.,
Ohio, June 14, 1856.
J. F. COLVIN, dealer in dry goods, boots, shoes, etc.: P. 0. Allen's. Although
the firm of Colvin & Frazier have only been engaged in their present business in
Lena since 1871, they have succeeded in building up an extended and healthytrade ; owing to tlieir experience in the line of dry goods, their judgment is weU
exercised in adjusting their stock to the demands of the trade ; buying such quantities and of such goods as tlieir customers are likely to demand, they have few
remnants left on their shelves, and their stock, in consequence, represents an unexceptional!}- neat and attractive appearance : they keep a full line of dry and fancy
goods, boots and shoes, groceries, etc.; they are of the most successful and substantial business men of the place. J. F. Colvin was born in Champaign Co., Ohio.
Aug. 10,1841 ; he is a son of L. W. Colvin. who was born in Kentucky, Sept. 13,
1798 ; in 1820, he emigrated to Ohio, and located in AVarren Co., where he, in 1824,
married Alary Proud ; she was six years his junior; they were the parents of
nine children, of whom six are now living. Our subject is the grandson of Henry
and Catherine (AVilliams) Colvin ; their decease occurred in Kentucky ; J. F. was
brought up to farm labor, ancl received an academical course of education ; in
1860, he emigrated to Illinois, stopping in Champaign Co., where he engaged
with 3Ir. Pratt in the grain trade ; he remained until fall of the same year, when
he unfortunately had a limb broken, which disabled him from active service ; as
soon after as possible he moved his quarters to Douglas Co., of the same State,
where he began teaching public school, which he continued at intervals for a few
years afterward ; he engaged a second time with Pratt, where he remained a short
time, thence to Delaware, Ohio, and attended a course of study and reviewed,
its branches; in 1864, he returned home, took charge of his father's farm and
cared for his parents until he entered into his present business ; since in business
in Lena, he has been elected as Justice of the Peace, whieh office he now holds.
Feb. 22, 1866, he married 31 ary P. A'anhorn. vvho was born in Pennsylvania, and was
three years his junior ; her death occurred Nov. 17.1876; two children were born to
them, of whom one is now living. Carrie Alav. born July 28, 1871.
J. AV. COPPOCK & BRO.T Fletcher, dealers in grain ancl flour. J. AV. was
bom in this county July 26. 1848. and is a son of Samuel Coppock. who was born
in Alonroe Township. Miami Co., Sept. 23. 1817 : in 1839. he married Delany
Blickenstaff; she was born in 3Ionroe Township. 3Iiami Co.. July 29. 1822 ; six
children were the fruits of this union, of whom all are now living ancl are now
married ; 3Irs. Delany Coppock is a daughter of Jacob and 3Iary (Crull) Bllckenstaff ; they are now both dead. J. AAT. Coppock was brought up to farm labor and
received a medium education ; he followed farming until the spring of 1872, when
he engaged in the grain business in Tippecanoe, where he remained until July 1,
1879 ; at this time he came to Fletcher and engaged in his present business, in
company with his younger brother, the firm being J. AA7. Coppock & Bro., where
they have had good success, and quite recently (in connection with their previous
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business) have fitted their building for a flouring-mill, an enterprise that Fletcher
and the surrounding vicinity has long needed; Coppock & Bro. are thoroughgoing
young men, and only time is needed to establish a trade in their business. Sept.
25, 1873, J. AV. married Aliss Mary C. Heiker ; she was born in this county Feb.
17, 1853 ; they have had two children, viz., Blanche, deceased, and Ira D., now living ; Mrs. Coppock is a daughter of AVilliam and Anna (Keller) Heikes.
ISAIAH D. COUNTS, retired farmer; P. 0. Conover. He was born in Bourbon Co., Ky., Nov. 3. 1815, and is a son of Elijah Counts, who was born in Virginia in 1787, and was of German and AVelsh parentage ; Elijah was brought up on
the farm, and, in his earlier years, learned the harness and saddler's trade, which
he foUowed until 1818. He married Alargaret Wiley, of Soutii Carolina, and, soon
after their marriage, they emigrated to Kentucky, where they remained until 1819 ;
they again removed and settled in Staunton Township, 3Iiami Co., where he entered
a farm of 80 acres near Casstown; there they remained, clearing up their farm.
until 1863, when they sold out and settled in Fletcher, where Margaret died Sept.
2 of the same year ; Elijah spent his remaining years in various places until Aug.
29, 1879. when he, too, passed away ; they had twelve children, of whom six are
now living, our subject being the third son ;. he shared all the pioneer difficulties
of Staunton Township, where he nobly assisted his father in opening up the farm.
The generations of the nineteenth century can look back over the pages of this
history and see what their ancestors have passed through. In 1836, Isaiah began
Ufe for himself, and his time has chiefly been devoted to farming since ; in 1855,
he moved from Staunton Township to what is now his farm of 120 acres, in Sec.
13, Brown Township; this he rented one year and then bought an adjoining farm,
where he remained until 1865, when he bought and located where he now is ; the
above property has been accumulated by the energy and industry of himself and
family. Nov. 12, 1843, he married Letitia Wilson, who was born April 13, 1820,
and died Dec. 29, 1851, leaving her husband with three children. Isaiah, Sept. 8,
1855, married Elsie Anna Ayers. The children of I. D. Counts are L. F., W. T.
and J. W., now deceased. L. F., in the late rebellion, seeing the need of defending his native country, enlisted in Company E, 110th O. Y. I., where he participated in two severe engagements and others of minor importance ; after serving
three years, he was mustered out of service and returned home uninjured.
AV. S. COX, practical physician ; Allen's P. O. Dr. Cox was born in Lost
Creek Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Aug. 7, 1828, and is a son of George Cox,
who was born in Virginia near the close of the eighteenth century. Early in the
nineteenth century, he with his parents emigrated to Ohio and settled in Hamilton
. Co. About 1824, he married Elizabeth Shotwell, she being a native of Clermont
Co., Ohio, and ten years his junior ; they in 1826 emigrated to 3Iiami Co. and
located on Sec. 4, Lost Creek Township, where they spent many years. In the fall
of 1862, the death of George Cox occurred, from injuries received from a runaway
team of horses ; his wife survived until 1873, when she, too, passed away ; their
children were ten in number, of whom all reached maturity, and seven are now living, viz.: John S., now a druggist in Ogden, 111.; S. AAr., also a druggist in Bement;
Van B., now a farmer in Champaign Co., Ohio ; Paul Ar., now a resident of Fletcher;
Elmira C, now 3Irs. James Bradley ; Caroline, now 3Irs. Samuel Davis, of Fairmount, 111. W. S. being the oldest, was raised on the farm and assisted in performing the labor connected therewith ; early in life he received an education sufficient
for teaching, which occupation he followed several terms. During this time, he
began the study of medicine, and in 1852, graduated from the Eclectic Medical
Institute ; in September of the same year, located in Plattsville, Shelby Co., Ohio,
and began the practice of medicine, building up a good practice, and, as a young
practitioner, was much liked ; here he remained until April, 1858, when he saw fit
to change his location to that of his present one, where he has since resided, having lived in the village of Lena twenty-two years, and is the oldest physician of
the place. The Doctor is located a short distance north of Lena, with all the conveniences necessary, and at present is in possession of 100 acres of land in Sees. 1
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and 6, Brown Township ; he has for a number of years been a member of the
3Iasonic fraternity. 3Iay 19, 1853, he married Nancy S. Duncan, who was bom
in Brown Township, Miami Co., Ohio, Sept. 22, 1830 ; they have six children, of
whom five are now living, viz.: Ariminta 0. J., now Mrs. Isaac Wolcott; Amanda
E., now Mrs. A. J. Brantner, of Illinois ; R. Lorelly, now Mrs. Joseph Johnson ;
Edward S. and George S. 3Irs. Cox is a daughter of John and Deborah Duncan,
whose names will be seen under T. P. Duncan's sketch in some other part of this
work.
H. B. DEN3IAN, physician; Allen's P. O ; was bora in Spring Creek Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Feb. 4, 1843, and is a son of Abraham and Margaret A.
(Stickle) Denman. whose death occurred in 1855 ; Abraham married, for his
second wife, Catherine Lee, and now resides in 3Iiami Co. H. B. was raised on his
father's farm, assisting in all the duties connected with agricultural pursuits until
his majority ; his early education was obtained in the district schools ; in 1864. he
entered the schools of Dayton, Ohio, where he remained until 3Iarch 4 of the following spring ; at this time commenced the study of medicine under Prof. D. D.
Bramble, of Cincinnati ; H. B. applied his time closely and allowed no thought on
other occupations to trouble his mind ; in 1866, he attended his first course of
lectures at the Cincinnati College of 3Iedicine and Surgery, from which he graduated
in 1869; on June 1, 1870, he commenced the practice of his profession in Lena,
Brown Township, where he has since been located, attending closely to all duties
of the medical profession. Sept. 24, 1874, his nuptial was celebrated with Rose
H. Brecount, she was born in Champaign Co., Ohio, July 30, 1846 ; one child was
horn to them July 9, 1875, 3Iattie B. 3Irs. Denman is a daughterof S. G. and
Tamer (AA'hite) Brecount.
JOHN AV. DILL, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0. Fletcher ; was bom in Greene
Co.. Ohio, 3Iarch 18. 1830. and is a son of Burton and Elizabeth (Davis) Dill; they
are both natives of Delaware ; their marriage was celebrated soon after the war of
1812, through which Burton Dill passed, enduring many hardships. About 1819,
they emigrated AVest. locating in Sugar Creek Township. Greene Co.. Ohio, where
they both died, he in the 47th year of his age, and she in her 66th year. Their
children were seven in number, of whom four are now living. John W. was raised
ou the farm, and secured a common-school education in his native county ; after
his majority, he engaged in carpentering, which was his steady occupation for four
years ; afterward he followed it in connection with farming. In 1869, he purchased
his present farm of 50 acres, in Sec. 19. Brown Township. Aliami Co.; he located
on his farm in 1872. and many changes have been made since ; at present his farm
is all under cultivation ancl well improved. He married 3Iarv Worthington, of
3Iontgomery Co., April 28, 1855 ; her death occurred June 8, 1873, at the age
of 33 years 1 month and 8 days ; she was the mother of three children—George
A., Daniel and Sarah E.. deceased. Mr. Dill married for his second wife. Jane
Snodgrass, born in Spring Creek Township, Aliami Co.. who is a daughter of Thomas
and Lucinda Snodgrass.
J. A. DUER, retired farmer ; P. 0. Fletcher. Another of the pioneers of Miami
Co. is J. A. Duer. who was born in Bucks Co., Penn., in 1809. and is a son of
AVilliam and Charlotte (Anderson) Duer. J. A. was raised to farm life until 17
years of age. during wliich time he procured a common education. In 1826, he
engaged in the blacksmith trade, wliich he completed in 1830 ; the same spring he
emigrated AVest. first stopping in A\7arren Co.. Ohio, as a journeyman ; in the fall
of 1830. he came to Aliami Co., ancl bought 80 acres of land in Sec. 8. Brown
Township, where he opened up a shop in the wilds, to do such smithing as the
pioneers might need. Remaining a few years, he located in Fletcher, and continued
his trade until the purchase of his present farm of 160 acres in Sec. 13. Brown
Township, and afterward worked at his trade in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, a quarter
ofa century ; from that time thence to 1874, his entire time was devoted to the
farm ; he then turned it to his son, and now lives retired on the same. 3Ir. Duer
came to 3Iiami Co., when wilds abounded, and since then, he with other pioneers,
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has made many changes.
In 1833, married Sarah Fryback, who was born in
Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1814 ; ten children have been born to them, of whom
five sons are living, viz., George W„ AVilliam A., John, Elias F. and James T.
Mr. and Mrs. Duer have been consistent members of the Presbyterian Church of
Fletcher for nearly twoscore years.
WILLIAM H. DUER, farmer; P. 0 . Conover ; was born in Bucks Co., Penn.,
July 15, 1836, and is a son of George S. Duer, whose name can be seen under the
sketch of Joseph S. Duer ; received a common education, and was brought up to
farm labors ; after coming AArest he continued at home, and assisted in all the
duties connected with farm life until his majority, after which, he entered the path
of life for himself, and by diligence and forethought, financially progressed until
1866 ; he then purchased his present farm of 80 acres in Sec. 14, Brown Township,
where he is well situated. Upon November, 1859, his marriage with Susannah 3Ioore
was celebrated ; she was a daughter of AA'illiam 3Ioore, who was born September,
1831, and died in 1874, leaving husband and two children, viz., Mary S., born
Nov. 16, I860, and James L.. born Oct. 3, 1866. 31 r. Duer married, for his second
companion, Sarah E. AArorthington. Alarch. 1876 ; thev have one son, George F..
born Oct. 18, 1877.
J O S E P H S. DUER. farmer ; P. 0 . Conover ; was born in Bucks Co., Penn.,
Sept. 9, 1838, and is a son of George S.. who was born in Pennsylvania Oct. 1,
1796, and was raised on a farm. About 1823. he niarried Sarah Titus, who was
a native of Pennsylvania, and was born in 1804; they were the parents of two
children, of whom one died in infancy ; the mother, in 1829. was called away ;
George S. afterward married, for his second wife. Alary Slack, who was a native
of Pennsylvania; they, in 1852. emigrated to Ohio, and settled in Sec. 8, Brown
Township, 3Iiami Co., where her decease occurred Dec. 12, 1876 ; three children
were bom to them, of whom Joseph S. is the youngest; he was brought up to
agricultural pursuits, and received a common education. Sept. 9, 1861, he enlisted
in the Sth I. V. I., to defend his country ; while in the service he participated
in one severe battle ; was mustered out of service Sept. 9, 1864, and returned
home, where he again engaged in farming, which has since been his occupation.
He has since his majority been electee! to and filled the office of Township
Trustee. Upon Nov. 12, 1867, his marriage with Jane N. Wliite was celebrated ;
she was born in Champaign Co.. Ohio, in 1845 ; their children are four in number,
of whom all are now living, viz-. Claire R., George 0., Anna 31. and Charlie S. ;
the parents of 3Irs. Duer, George and Alary J. (Anderson) AA'hite, were both
natives of Pennsylvania, and emigrated to Champaign Co., Ohio, in 1831, and
removed to 3Iiami Co. in 1851. where their decease occurred, his in 1869 and Mrs.
W h i t e s in 1878.
T.v P. DUNCAN, farmer and stock-raiser; P. 0 . Fletcher ; is a son of John
Duncan, who was born in Ireland Aug. 16, 1797, and received a medium education under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church ; in 1817, he emigrated to
New Brunswick where, Aug. 18,1819. he married Deborah Knoop ; she was born
in New Brunswick 3Iarch 22, 1796 ; in 1822, they emigrated to Ohio, and settled
in Elizabeth Township, 3Iiami Co., where they remained five years ; they then
removed to Brown Township ancl located on Sec. 24, where they spent many happy
days ; they were consistent members of the Baptist Church ; Jan. 15, 1870, 3Irs.
Duncan died ; Mr. Duncan still survives, and resides in the village of Fletcher ;
he was the father of eleven children, of whom seven are now living, two being
ministers of the Baptist denomination. T. P. Duncan was born on what is his
present farm in 1832, and was brought up to agricultural pursuits ; his education
was that of a common-school course. In the rebellion of 1861, he enlisted in Co.
F, 147th O. V. I., to defend his native country. After his return, he continued his
farm pursuits. Sept. 14, 1854, he married Abigail Branson, who was born in this
county Feb. 26,1836, and died March 19, 1876, leaving four children ; four had
passed away previous to her death. T. P. married for his second wife Mary E.
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Hottle, who was born in Alrginia 3Iarch 11, 1842, and is the mother of two
living children.
MICHAEL DUNCAN, Justice ofthe Peace : P. 0 . Fletcher; was bom April
8, 1822, near the St. John River. New Brunswick, a few miles from Fredericton. 3Ir. Duncan is a son of John Duncan, whose name will be seen under the
sketch of T. P. Duncan in some part of this volume. 3Iichael is one of twelve
brothers ancl sisters, of whom seven are now living, of which he is the oldest ; he
was raised to agricultural pursuits and obtained a medium education : his farm
duties were continued until 1840, at which time he engaged in saw-milling; ten
years later, he commenced to clear a farm of 40 acres in Brown Township ; this
work was continued until 1852, when he engaged in general merchandising in
Fletcher, Miami Co.; this was continued until four years ago ; during this time his
attention was directed to the buying and handling of grain. 3Ir. Duncan, since
1876, has been called upon by his friends to fill many of the public offices in his
township. The marriage of 3Ir. Duncan and Lydia C. Howland was celebrated
Dec. 25, 1845 ; Lydia was born in Warren Co., Ohio, Feb. 4, 1825 ; the cliildren
of 3Ir. and 3Irs. Duncan are Caroline H.. now 3Irs. John Robbins ; John, and
Hannah J., now 3Irs. William AV. Hobart. 31r. and 3Irs. Duncan have for over
one and a half score of years been consistent members of the Baptist Church.
The father and mother of Mrs. Duncan were both natives of New J e r s e y ; theyr
emigrated to Ohio soon after the war of 1812, locating in Warren Co.: afterward
came to Brown Township, Aliami Co., where they both passed away, 3Irs. Howland Jan. 20, I860, in the 56th year of her age ;"Mr. Howland 3Iay 3, 1873, in his
76th year.
ANDREAV DUNN, carpenter; P. 0 . Fletcher ; is a son of Simeon and Sophia
(Read) Dunn, who was a native of New Jersey, his wife of Ohio ; their marriage
was celebrated in Greene Co., Ohio, where they both passed from the stage of life;
ten children were born to them, Andrew being the fifth one ; he was born in
Greene Co., J u n e 22,1816, and brought up on the farm to the age of 15 years ; in the
mean time, he procured a moderate education; in 1831, he was apprenticed to the
carpenter's trade, under Samuel C. 3Iichell: he located in Fletcher in 1838, where
he has since resided ; soon after his arrival he formed a partnership with his
brother-in-law ; they at once commenced contracting and building ; this partnership has since been dissolved, but 31r. Dunn has been favorably known as a carpenter. 3Iay 10, 1840, he married Belinda E a r h a r t ; she was a native of Butler
Co., Ohio; her death occurred the same year in wliich she was mamed. 3Ir. Dunn
married, for his second wife, 3Irs. Juliana (Earhart) 3IcQuillen ; she is also a native
of Butler Co., Ohio, born in 1821 ; their children are four in number—Franklin,
Simeon H., AVilson S. and David T.
D. Br EARHART, teacher, Fletcher, was born in Brown Township, 3Iiami
Co., Feb 16, 1841 ; he was raised to agricultural pursuits, and his early education was acquired in the district school; he attended the high schools of Troy
and Piqua, thereby amply preparing himself for the profession of teaching; this
has been his entire occupation for several years ; he is now located in the viUage
of Fletcher, where he lias charge of the schools of that place. His nuptials with
Elizabeth AVeatherhead were celebrated in 1867 ; the issue of the union are Effie
E., Myrtle C, deceased. Clara 31., deceased, and Wilber S.; 3Irs. Earhart was born
in Lost Creek Township, 3Iiami Co.. and is a daughter of James and Elinore
(Sayers) AVeatherhead.
J. N. FRAZIER, general merchant. Conover. 3Ir. Frazier was born in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, Aug. 27,1818. where he was brought up to farm labor ; in 1828,
he came to this county and continued farm pursuits until 1836 ; in the mean time
he received a moderate education ; about 1836-37. he engaged in the carpenter's
trade, which he continued until 1859, when he changed his pursuit to his present
business, locating in Fletcher, Brown Township, where he carried a stock similar
to that which he now carries in Conover; he continued his business in Fletcher
until 1862, when he removed to where he now is, having an investment, in goods
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and property, of about $5,000 ; Mr. Frazier, since his majority, has held the most
prominent offices of Brown Township. Aug. 29, 1841, he married Rhoda V. Brecount, who was born in Hamilton Co., Ohio, and is two years his junior; their
children are four in number, of whom all are living, viz., Sarah P., Solomon G.,
Anna A. and Franklin B., of whom all, save the youngest, are now married. The
father of J. N., Benjamin Frazier, was born in Burlington Co., N. J., about 1788,
where he was brought up to the blacksmith's trade, which was his chief occupation during Ufe. During the war of 1812, he married Beulah Norcross, who was a
native of New Jersey, and six years his junior ; in 1814, they emigrated to Ohio,
and located in Centerville, Washington Township, 3Iontgomery Co., where they
remained a number of years ; they afterward removed to Shelby Co., Ohio, where
they died, Mr. Frazier at the age of 70 yrears, and Mrs. Frazier attaining 88 years ;
eight children were bora to them, of whom all are now living; seven are married and have families.
S. G. FRAZIER, general merchant, Allen's, was born in Fletcher, Brown Township, Miami Co., Jan. 20, 1847 ; he is the junior member of the firm of Colvin &
Frazier, and spent his earlier days on the farm, receiving a common education ; in
the year 1867 or 1868, he began life for himself, and has been variously engaged
until entering upon his present business, which, is described in the sketch of J. F.
Colvin. Mr. Frazier's marriage with Belle Robinson was celebrated Aug. 20,1878 ;
she was born in Miami Co., Ohio.
D. W. GEARHART, farmer ; P. 0. Fletcher ; is a son of Daniel and 3Iary
(Baty) Gearhart, now both deceased ; the children of this union were eight in number, of whom six are now living. D. W. was born in 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Sept. 8,
1837, and was raised to agricultural pursuits, and obtained a limited education ;
shortly before the late rebellion, he started in life for himself by engaging in farming in various places, being only five years out of this county, in Shelby Co., Ohio ;
in 1875, he purchased a part of his present farm of 76 acres, in Sec. 36, and, the
following year, added to it the remainder ; his farm is well located and has good
improvements. The marriage of D. W. Gearhart and Mary A. Deweese was celebrated in December, 1859 ; she was a native of Miami Co. ; they lived together
twelve years, when death seized her and separated them; they had three children,
one of whom, Thomas, preceded his mother to the silent tomb ; two are now living, viz., James and Iska. 3Ir. Gearhart married, for his second wife, Alelissa Simmons, who was born in 1839, on the farm now owned by D. W. : one cliild has
been bom to them—Laura A. Gearhart.
WILLIA3I L. GRAHA3I, farmer and stock-raiser ; Allen's P. O. ; was bom
in Brown Township, 3Iiami Co., July 19, 1834, and is a son of William Graham,
Sr.; he was bora in Bucks Co., Penn., 3Iay 7, 1802, where he received a limited
education, and worked on the farm with his father until 16 years of age. when he
engaged in blacksmithing ; this he followed twenty years ; Feb. 17, 1825. he married Clementina 3Iiddleton. who was born in New Jersey in 1804 ; they, in 1832,
emigrated to Ohio and settled in 3Iiami, where the village of Lena is now located;
there he set up a blacksmith shop, but, soon after, he bought a farm in Sec. 1,
Brown Township, on which he moved in 1840, felling the timber and clearing the
land; he reduced the land to a good degree of cultivation, and continued farming
for many years ; Jan. 21, 1875, he passed from the stage of life, leaving a wife
and five children to mourn his loss, and share his estate, which consisted of about
300 acres of good land. William L. is the oldest child and only son ; he was
brought up on his father's farm and taught the principles of managing the same ;
in his boyhood days, he received a limited education ; in 1870, he had his present
farm, in Sec. 1, deeded to him by his father, where he has erected good farm buildings and is well situated. . April 12, 1855, he married Lucinda 31. Merritt; she was
bom in Warren Co., Ohio, Nov. 28, 1831 ; they, by this union, have three children,
viz., Arthur E., bom March 9, 1859, died Oct. 3, 1861 ; Clara E. and Ella 31., born
Feb. 7, 1863. The parents of Mrs. Graham were both natives of Pennsylvania,
and emigrated to Ohio early in the nineteenth century, locating in Warren Co.;
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after which, the father served as a patriot of the war of 1812, under Capt. Curtis ;
retumed home near the close of the war, and remained until 1832 in Warren Co.,
when they removed to 3Iiami Co., settling about two miles southwest of Lena,
where thev lived and died. 3Ir. Graham Dec. 9, 1847, and 3Irs. Graham Nov. 15,
1870.
JA3IES GRIFFIS (deceased), was born in Springboro, Ohio, Aug. - 2,
1802, and was of AVelsh parentage; he purchased his first land in Indiana, consisting of 80 acres, which he sold, and came to 3Iiami Co. in 1852, locating on his
farm of 70 acres in Sec. 24, Brown Township. 3Iarch 26, 1835, he married Miss
Susan Wharton, who was born in Alontgomery Co., Ohio ; they had by this union
nine children—Samuel AAT. 3Iary. Harrison, Deborah, James. Catherine (deceased),
Albert, Oliver F. (deceased), and William S.; 3Ir. Griffis passed from the stage of
life May 22,1866. 3Irs. Griffis is a daughter of Samuel and Deborah (Davis)
AA'harton, both natives of Pennsylvania, where they married, and emigrated West
early in the nineteenth century, locating in AA'arren Co., Ohio, where Samuel died
Feb. 5,1855, at the age of 69 years 7 months and 2 days ; Deborah survived until
Aug. 16.1866, when she, too. passed away at the age of 80 years 6 months and 11
days. Alay this history be handed down to our future posterity, that they maylook back over the pages of a valuable and interesting enterprise.
ALFRED HANCE, retired farmer ; P. 0 . Fletcher; vvas bora Feb. 2, 1823;
and is a son of Benjamin and Nancy (Frizell) Hance, both natives of Kentucky-,
where they married ; in 1815, they emigrated to 3Iiami Co., Ohio, locating in Lost
Creek Township, where they both died—3Irs. Hance in 1866, he surviving until
April 3. 1877 ; in the prime of life, he passed through the war of 1812-15, enduring many hardships ; they had four sons and three daughters, of whom two are
now deceased. Alfred was raised to agricultural pursuits, and received a limited
education, remaining at home until 21 years of age, when he engaged in farming
for himself iu Lost Creek Township; in 1856, he purchased 160 acres in Elizabeth
Township. 3Iiami Co., on which he located ancl improved ; this he sold in 1865,
and purchased 200 acres in Sec. 30, Brown Township, which was partly improved,
and has since undergone a great change. His marriage with 3Iiss Elizabeth 3Iiller
was celebrated August, 1844 ; she was born in Clark Co., Ohio, and is a daughter
of John and Joanna (Smith) Miller, she being a native of Ohio, aud he of A'irginia; his death occurred in Clark Co. in 1862. 3Ir. Hance and wife are the
parents of ten children—3Iargaret 31. (now 3Irs. J. E. Bradley), 3Ielissa A. (the
deceased wife of AA'. A. Lewis). Laura (now Airs. John C. Duncan, of Dayton,
Ohio), 31ilton 31., John P. (both of L'rbana), Amanda (now 3Irs. G. H. Rundle),
Ida B., 3Iary 31.. Elmer E. (also resides in Urbana), and Allen D. Hance.
A. P. HIGGINS. retired farmer ; P. 0 . Fletcher; was born in Hamilton Co.,
Ohio, July, 1819. and is a son of John Y. and Ann (Pendrey) Higgins ; he was a
native of New Jersey, and she of A'irginia : now both are deceased. A. P. assisted
his father on the farm, and attended the common school; at the age of 11 years
he, with his parents, moved from Hamilton to Shelby Co., where he continued
farming until 16 years of age, at which time he engaged in the cabinet-maker's
trade, which remained his occupation until 1848. when he purchased a farm of 60
acres in Shelby Co.: he located there, and remained seven years, then sold out and
purchased 90 acres in Spring Creek Township, where he remained until the spring of
1866, when he sold i t : he purchased his present farm of 117 acres in Sec. 18,
Brown Township, 3Iiami Co.. where he now resides, and is well situated ; he owns
good, substantial buildings, located on the Piqua and Urbana pike. His marriage
with Priscilla 3Iendenhall was celebrated Nov. 15, 1843 ; she was born in 3Iiami
Co., Ohio, July, 1825 : they have seven children—Josephine and Joseph (twins,,
the latter died at the age of 9 months). John, WUliam (who died in infancy-),
Charley AV. (died at the age of 26. in 1878), Ellen R. (died in 1877) and Wilber,
who is now occupied in teaching school, which profession he has been engaged in
since 14 years of age.

486

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES;

E. B. HOWELL, farmer; P. 0. Fletcher; was born in Hunterdon Co., N. J.,
May 20, 1816, and is a son of Daniel and Hannah (Biles) Howell, who were both
natives of New Jersey ; Daniel was bora Jan. 4, 1781, and Hannah Sept. 25,1773 ;
their marriage was celebrated Dec. 13, 1814 ; Hannah passed away June 12, 1828,
leaving two children; the following fall Daniel and his family came West, locating in
Montgomery Co., where he niarried Alice Cavender; she was a native of that
county ; in the fall of 1838 they removed to 3Iiami Co., locating on Sec. 14, Brown
Township, where they both died—Alice in 1840, ancl Daniel in 1852. Our subject,
when a boy in his native State, had the privilege of the common schools, which was no
longer enjoyred after coming AArest. From 1838, he was duly engaged in opening out
the farm now owned by Joshua A. Duer, for which the compensation was the products
for a limited number of years ; there he remained until 1843, when he engaged in
farming rented land ; and various changes were made until he purchased his present
farm of 30 acres, in Sec. 19, Brown Township, where he located in the spring of 1853 ;
in 1856, he left his farm and engaged in keeping a toll-gate on the Piqua and Urbana
turnpike, which he held thirteen years; at this time he emigrated AVest to Hancock Co., 111.; not liking the country, he returned, in two and one-half years, and
located on his farm, where he now resides. Dec. 3, 1846. he married Elizabeth
Brelsford ; they- are the parents of five children, of whom two died in early life, and
three are now living, viz.; James A., George W. and Gilbert L., who has spent the
last five years book-keeping in various places. He graduated at the Buckeye
Business College, of Sandusky, Ohio, under Prof. Seele.
W. SCOTT JACKSON,"farmer and stock-raiser; Allen's P. 0.; was bom in
Ocean Co., N. J., July 11, 1845. and is a son of Edwin Jackson, who was born in
Monmouth Co., N. J., April 26, 1790, and has, during life, been an industrious
farmer. Soon after the war of 1812, he married Aliss Irons, she was a native of N.
J.; in 1820, she died, leaving a husband and three children to mourn her loss. He
(Edwin) married for his second wife Mary C. AVilbur, who was born five years previous to the death of his first wife ; five children have been born to them, of whom
three are now living. Our subject labored on the farm to the age of 19 years ;
during his earlier years, he attended school about eight months each year, therebyreceiving a good education and a thorough knowledge of book-keeping ; in 1864,
he engaged as book-keeper with 3Iessrs. Covert & Tallman, wholesale commission
merchants, of New York City, where he remained five years ; after this he was
variously engaged until 1875, when he began farming on his present farm, located
on Sec. 1, Brown Township. June 16, 1872. his marriage with 3Irs. Almira Brecount was celebrated; she was born in Brown Townsliip Dec. 6, 1837 ; she is a
daughter of William, Sr., and Clementina Graham, whose biography will be seen
under William L. Graham's memoir, in some part of this volume.
WILLIS H. JOHNSON, carpenter and farmer, Conover ; was born in Brown
Township, Miami Co., Sept. 12, 1828, and is a son of Giles and Airy (Parson)
Johnson, whose history will be seen under the sketch of H. P. Johnson, in some
part of this work. The early days of our subject were spent in farm labor, and
his education secured in common schools ; since his majority he has been engaged
in self duties, aud has, by industry, accumulated a small farm of 25 acres in Sec.
5, Brown Township, 3Iiami Co., w-here he is now situated ; he has, since 1849, done
considerable carpentering, which occupation he is now engaged in. Dec. 25,1855,
he married 3Iary A., daughter of Isaac and Margaret 3Ierritt. 3Ir. aud Mrs.
Johnson have lived together almost a quarter of a century.
HIRA31 P. JOHNSON, farmer; P. O. Conover; was born in Lost Creek
Township, Miami Co., near where Casstown is now located ; his birth occurred
Sept. 12, 1817, and he is a son of Giles Johnson, who was born in Southampton
Co., Va., July 12, 1787, and during life was a devoted farmer. Shortly before the
war of 1812, emigrated West, stopping temporarily in Cincinnati, Ohio, after which
he pressed onward to Lost Creek Township, where he entered one-fourth of Sec.
30 ; soon after he enlisted as a patriot of that war under Capt. Buchanan; he was
in service three months and ten days, and while out he was engaged mostly at
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Greenville, Ohio. After his return, he married Airy Parson, who was a native of
Ohio and several years his junior ; they settled on the farm in Lost Creek Township in pioneer style, and at once commenced to improve it; there they remained
until 1819, when he traded it for a quarter of Sec. 6, Brown Township, after which
several changes were made ; Airy died in Brown Township 3Iarch 10, 1859, and
Giles in St. Paris, Champaign Co.. in 1876; the fruits of their union were eight
children, of whom five are now living. Our subject being the eldest, he was raised
to farm labor, and obtained such education as could be secured in the pubUc
schools of pioneer days. In 1840, he began life for himself, and, on June 11 ofthe
same year, his nuptials were celebrated with Hannah, daughter of Jacob and Lydia
Lane. Hannah was born in Hamilton Co., Ohio. December, 1816 ; they, by this
union, have five children, of whom one is now living. 3Ir. Johnson is now located
on his farm, in Sec. 5, Brown Township, 3Iiami Co.. Ohio.
CHARLES C. JONES, farmer and stock-raiser; P. 0. Fletcher ; was bora
in 31iami Co.. Ohio. Oct. 13, 1837. and is a son of Solomon and 3Iary (Tuley)
Jones ; she is a native of New Jersey and Solomon of Shelby Co.. Ky. ; they had
born to them four children, of whom three are now living. Charles is the eldest;
he was brought up to the duties of farm life ; his education was procured in the
district school; in 1854, he entered the path of life for himself by cultivating his
father's farm of 154 acres, in Sees. 23 and 24. Brown Township, which he now
owns. Here he continued until Aug. 22. 1862, at which time he enlisted in Co. E,
110th 0. Ar. I., to battle for his native country, passing through the battles ofthe
AVilderness. AAinchester, Locust Grove. Kelley's Ford, and others of less importance ; he served three years, lacking one month, when he returned home. He has
since been farming, and has one of the best farms in the townsliip. 3Iay 28, 1874,
he married Jeannette Reynolds, who was born in Urbana Sept. 27. 1856 ; they
have three children, viz.. Fred, Edith C. and Thomas E. Jones.
CHARLES H. KELLER, farmer; P. O. Fletcher; is a son of Adam and
3Iaria L. (Beckenbaugh) Keller, both natives of 3Iaryland, where Alaria passed
from the stage of life ; she was the mother of ten cliildren, of whom seven are
now living ; Adam married for his second wife 3Iary A. Duvall, of Annapolis, 3Id.
Our subject was born in Frederick Co., 3Id., 3Iarch 28, 1832, where he had the
advantages of town and city life ; early in life he acquired a liberal education;
when he was a boy of 14. he commenced the printer's trade, which ill health afterward necessitated him to forsake ; he then engaged in the carpenter"s trade, but
this he followed but a short time only. In the fall of 1852. lie came to Miami
Co., and the following winter was engaged in teaching here ; in the spring of
1853 he returned to Maryland : one year later, he started for California by the
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis, and up the 3Iissouri River to Independence, from
where they traveled in private conveyance to the intended destination ; this was
at last reached, and he was there engaged six years as a gold miner; not deeming
it prudent to remain longer in the far AArest, he returned to his native State. In
November, of I860, he came to Aliami County and married Ann S. Doup, native
of Dayton, Ohio. Mr. Keller has, since his marriage devoted some time to traveling, of which one trip was directed to his former mining region ; since 1865, he
has been a permanent resident of Brown Township, Aliami Co., where he owns 84
acres of land in Sec. 30. The children of 3Ir. and 3Irs. Keller are Ella 31., Loro
C, Henrv D., Mary E. and Ann 31.
ISAAC KISER, farmer; P. O. Fletcher. Peter and Catherine (Young)
Kiser were both natives of Arirginia, and immigrated to Ohio in 1806, and'located
where the village of Fletcher now is situated: they passed many days of the earlypart of the nineteenth century there, but in after years removed to Shelby Co.,
Ohio, where they both passed from the stage of life. John Kiser. the father of
Isaac, was bom in Virginia, in 1785, and came with his parents to Ohio, where he
nobly assisted in clearing away the forest and opening up a farm, which only time
and health were needed to complete ; about 1809, he married Barbara Simmons,
after which they began life in the pioneer-time manner; he was in the Indian
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struggle of 1812, under Capt. Hilliard, and after his return settled down with his
family ; they ever after their marriage were residents of Brown Township until
their decease. Their children were ten in number, one of whom, Isaac, was born
November, 1810, and raised on the farm, which was cultivated with comparativelyrude implements; school advantages in his boyhood days were very imperfect,
therefore the education obtained was limited ; he has, since his majority, through
his straightforward business habits.-been elected to, and held, some of the most
important offices of the township, which he has filled with benefit to the community
where he lived ; he now resides in the west end of Fletcher on his farm, which is
nicely located ancl well improved. In June, 1832, he married Sarah Luce, vvho
was born in this county in June, 1813. and departed this life August. 1866 ; they
were parents of six children, of whom two died in infancy, and four are now
living. In April, 1867, Isaac K. married for his second wife Airs. 3Iary Cory,
widow of Joseph Cory ; on3 son has been born to them, viz., Harrison N. Kiser.
ALBERT H. LANE, teacher, Fletcher ; is a grandson of Peter Lane, who was
born in New Jersey, J u n e 7, 1795, where he grew to maturity, and learned cabinetmaking. He was one of the patriots of the war of 1812, passing through many of
its privations for nearly two years. On conversing with him to-day. the scenes
seem fresh in his memory, though in the 85th year of his age ; he came to AVarren
Co., Ohio, in 1817, and in 1835 removed to Miami Co. Albert H. is a son of
Charles H. and Elizabeth (Smalley) Lane. Their children are Alary A.. Lucinda,
Ada, Albert H., ancl John F. Our subject was born Oct. 24, 1857, was raised
mostly to farm life, ancl enjoyed the advantages of the schoolroom most of his boyhood days ; his education has been improved at the Holbrook's National Normal
School, at Lebanon, Ohio ; in the summer of 1879, he commenced teaching, in which
profession he is a promising young man.
J A C O B LONG, farmer and stock-raiser; P. 0 . Conover ; was born in Pike
Township, Clark Co., Ohio. April 13. 1839, and is a son of Joseph Long, a native
of 3Iaryland, who married 3Iiss Ollera Clyne ; she was a native of Ohio, now
deceased ; Joseph still lives at the ripe old age of 77 years. Jacob was raised to
farm labor, which has always been his occupation, and thereby has accumulated
some wealth ; he now resides on Sec. 5, Brown Township. In 1865. he married
Lettitia Clyne, who was born in Elizabeth Township. 3Iiami Co.. on July 23.1840,
and departed this life, Feb. 19. 1875, leaving a husband ancl three children, viz.,
Elizabeth A., born Dec. 10. 1865. who. like her father before her. is a devoted member ofthe Baptist Church ; Roberta E., born Feb. 24, 1873 ; and AVilliam Albert,
the second son, was born Alay 28,1869. Of him we record the following interesting
facts on the pages of this history, that the future generations may look back over
the same and read the liistory of the family. Even though he is what we may
term a dwarf, his height twenty-seven inches and weight twenty-seven pounds at
the age of 11 years, he is of good human form, of pleasant countenance and
appearance, playful and cheerful : he is an ornament to the family, where he is
kindly cared for by his step-mother. She was formerly Airs. Frances Alathews,
whose marriage with 31r. Long was celecrated April 6, 1876. 31rs. Frances Long
was bom in 3Iiami Co.. Ohio, 31arch 27,1836. and is a daughter of Nezer S. and Priscilla (Sayers) Yates. Nezer S. was born at Cape 3Iay, Nov7. 20. 1801, and his wife
in Pennsylvania, 3Iarch 6, 1807 ; their marriage was celebrated April 24. 1825 ;
their children were eleven in number ; she passed from the stage of life. 3Iay 31,
1847. 3Ir. Yates married for his second wife. Pamilla Reed, who was born in
Ohio, Dec. 13, 1825. and died Dec. 6, 1864, he dying in 1874. The last named
were o f t h e early pioneers of 3Iiami County. Nezer S. Yates' parents. Thomas and
Phebe (Smith) Yates, were also of the first settlers of this county. 3Irs. Long, in
her childhood days, received such education as could be obtained in that day and
a g e ; she remained at home with her parents until March 24, 1853, when her marriage* was celebrated with Rev. William 3Iathews ; he was born in Warren Co., Ohio,
in; 1827; he was baptised under the auspices of the Baptist Church about 1850,
and underwent the ordination for the work of the Christian ministry of the same at
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Honey Creek, Ohio, seven years after, to the day. Previous to his death, which
occurred 3Iay 17, 1862, he labored as a pious and devoted Pastor in Lena and
Covington Churches, rendering entire satisfaction to his congregations ; none
doubting his pious consecration to the cause of Christ. In 1860. he began to suffer
from affected lungs ; this bodily suffering he patiently endured for two y-ears ; then
he died in a full hope of a happy immortality- beyond the grave, leaving a widowed
mother, wife, four fatherless children, affectionate sisters, and a large circle of friends;
at his request, he was buried with the usual ceremonies of the 3Iasonic fraternity,
of which he was a member; the funeral services were conducted by Rev. D. E.
Thomas, of Piqua, who is now deceased ; the sermon was an interesting and an
appropriate one ; the funeral of the deceased was attended by a large concourse of
his relatives, members and friends. Thus ended the earthly career of one of the
best of men, peaceable, loyal ancl consecrated to the welfare of his race. Of the
children left are John, AVilliam C, Ora, Alice, and Nezer Y.. of whom all are members of the church of their father and mother, and the last named has received a
good education and is now engaged in the ministerial profession of the Baptist
Church.
JERE3IIAH 3IcKEE, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0. Conover ; was born in
Warren Co.. Ohio, October, 1811, and is a son of William and Elizabeth 3IcKee,
whose decease occurred in Lost Creek Township, 3Iiami Co.; his father now survives in Illinois, at the prime old age of 97 years ; they were the parents of
twelve cliildren, of whom nine are now living, of whom Jeremiah is the fourth. He
was brought up to agricultural pursuits and received a limited education ; a short
time previous to his majority he engaged in the brick-mason's trade, which he
followed many years in connection with farming. In 1829, he emigrated to Miami
Co., locating on what is now known as the Elnathan farm, in Lost Creek Township, where he remained until the spring of 1840, when he removed to his present
farm, in Sec. 5, Brown Township. The farm at that time consisted of 50 acres,
but he has since added to it by purchase, until he now owns 110 acres in Sees. 5
and 11 ; when coming here his farm was uncleared, but he has since, by great
industry, converted it into a well-improved farm. In 1834, he married 3Iiss
Hannah Hayhurst, who was born in Hamilton Co., Ohio, in 1813 ; their children
were four in number, of whom two are now living, viz.: Nancy A., now Mrs. John
S. 3Iyers. and Aliriam, now 3Irs. George H. AVilaud. Airs. AIcKee's first husband
was John Cromer; two children were the fruits of that union.
CLARKSON 3IANN1NG, retired farmer ; Allen's P. O. ; was born in AVarren
Township, Somerset Co., N. J., Aug. 15, 1794, and was raised to farm labor ; their
school being two miles distant; he received a limited education. In September, 1814,
he was drafted, served as a private under Capt. John Logan, and remained in
sendee until December of the same year, when he was discharged in Jersey
City ; he has since obtained land warrant 13,337 for 40 acres, and also 28,839 for
120 acres, obtained by Squire Duncan, of Fletcher. LTpon 3Iarch 18, 1818, Mr.
Alanning married Phebe Cory, who was boru in New Jersey, Jan. 7, 1791 ; June
2, 1818, they started in a two-horse wagon for Ohio, when time and perseverance
were needed to reach their destination, which was Lebanon, AVarren Co. ; there
they stopped for a short time, and then went to Aliddletown. where they remained
until April, 1819, when they emigrated to 3Iiami Co.. and entered land in Sec. 3,
Brown Township ; leaving his family ancl goods at his nearest neighbor's, a distance
of four miles, he commenced the task of opening a road to his newly entered farm;
this he completed and looked up a suitable place to erect a hut, where he cleared
away the timber, and built a log cabin 18x20 ; this was finished in eight days;
they took possession, storing away their household goods, which were all comprised
in one small wagon load ; for a few days their cooking was done by a large stump,
until they could prepare a place in their hut for such work; they soon began to
fell the trees, cut and clear a spot on wliich to raise a few vegetables and other
necessaries of life; thus they continued for several years, and at that time had but
two neighbors within a distance of two miles; after manyr years' hard and toilsome
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labor, they opened out a good farm. In 1824, there was a prospect of having a
county road laid out, which would pass by 3Ir. Manning's farm ; upon the hope of
this, he erected a hewed-log house on the supposed line, which road was granted
as soon as they could produce a sufficient number of petitioners ; the log house
was said to be the second best in the territory of what is now Brown Township :
this was their residence until 1833, when 3Ir. 3Ianning erected his present house
(brick), on what is now the Lena Pike. 3Ir. and 31 rs. 3Ianning are the parents of
seven children, viz., Parkhurst, Eisyanna, Isaac A., Johanna, 3Iary J., John C.
and David ; of the above, three are now living. 3Ir. 3Ianning has nobly assisted
his children in acquiring property. Our subject and wife have trod the path of married life three score and two years, and now both enjoy good health. April 22,1878,
on looking from their window thev beheld carriages, buggies, etc.. concentrated
at their gate, filled with friends and relatives from far and near ; all coming with
baskets well filled ; this was for the sixtieth wedding day, but, owing to the bad
weather in 3Iarch, the celebration had been deferred until now ; the parties entered
the house ancl the tables were soon spread with the many substantial viands and
delicacies, which kind hands had brought ; when everything was in readiness, all
surrounded the table and Rev. Lippincott offered appropriate thanks : after which
the repast was abundantly enjoyed, and the balance of the day was spent in social
entertainment.
DAVID C. 3IANNING, farmer; P. 0. Fletcher; who was born in Brown
Township. 3Iiami Co. Ohio Feb. 3, 1835, is a son of 31 aj. 3Ianning. whose biography will occupy a space in this enterprise. David was raised to farm labor.
and obtained his education in the common schools of Brown Township ; near the
age of 20, he took a trip through Northern Indiana, Southern 31ichigan, Central
Illinois and Iowa, looking for a location on which to settle : he purchased some
land in Benton Co., Iowa, but, not seeing fit to move on. sold it some time after :
during the late rebellion he took another trip East, overseeing a few loads of stock.
and also visited some friends who reside in Plainfield, N. J., after which he engaged
in farming, and at present owns 77£ acres, in Sec. 23, Brown Township, where he
now resides ancl is well situated. In 1856, he married 31iss Caroline Throckmorton.
who was born in this township in 1838 ; they have two children, viz.. George D.
and Charlie E.; 3Irs. 3Ianning is a daughter of George Throckmorton, whose
sketch also appears in this volume.
DAVID S. 3IANSON. retired farmer : P. 0. Fletcher : was born on the farm
he now owns in Sec. 23, Brown Township, July 2. 1817 ; his father was born in
Pennsylvania, June 5,1782, and emigrated to Ohio early in the nineteenth century ;
he was one of the patriots of the war of 1812 ; at the surrender of Gen. Hull he
was taken prisoner by the Indians, who took him to Canada, where he aftenvard
was released ; he then returned to 3Iiami Co.. and in after years became the owner
of a farm in Sec. 23 ; in 1816, his marriage occurred ; when David was but 10
years of age, his father died, ancl the care of the family devolved exclusively upon
the mother, who now survives at the advanced age of 83. David S. was brought
up on the farm in the pioneer days, when log huts were called houses, and rude
log cabins were the only schoolhouses ; the term of school was very much limited,
as were the branches and modes of teaching. 3Ir. 3Ianson is the oldest man living in the township who has never made a permanent change in his place of residence. Jan. 23, 1840, he married Bathsheba Robbins, who was boru in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, Jan. 22. 1821, and died April 24, 1845, leaving two children, of
whom both are now living, viz., Phebe. born 3Iarch 26. 1841 ; AVilliam. born Nov.
26, 1842.
M. W. MATHERS, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. O. Conover ; was born on his
present farm in 3Iarch, 1832, and is a son of David and Margaret (AAilliams) 3Iathers; he is a native of Ohio, and his wife of New York. They were married in
HamUton Co., Ohio, in 1821, and, in 1826, came to this county, settling on the
southeast quarter of Sec. 9, which had been entered by his father a short time
previous ; here they cultivated and improved the farm ; the father died in 1850 or
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1851, in the 53d year of his age, his wife surviving until 1875, when she, too,
passed away, in the 77th year of her age. Our subject was raised to agricultural
pursuits, and nobly assisted his father in clearing and improving his present farm,
which he began to purchase about 1860 ; at intervals, he has added to it, until he
now owns the full quarter in Sec. 9. In 1859, he married 3Iiss Catharine 3Ioore?
who is a native of Champaign Co., Ohio, and is nearly six years his junior; by
this union they have had four children, of whom three are now living, viz., Luella,
William C. and John H.
C. F. 3IEDARIS, farmer; P. 0. Conover; was born in Shelby Co., Ohio, Feb.
20, 1851, and is a son of AVashington 3Iedaris, who was born in South Carolina in
the year 1796 : his boyhood days were spent on the farm, receiving only a limited
education ; at the age of 14 years, he, with his parents, emigrated AVest, locating
in Batavia, Clermont Co.. Ohio; at 22 he engaged in blacksmithing, which he continued working at during life: in 1833, he removed to Shelby Co., purchasing a
farm of 80 acres in Perry Township, where he now resides, at the advanced age
of 84. Near 1821. he married Elizabeth Psalter, who was a native of Clermont
Co., Ohio, and died in Shelby Co. about 1840 or 1841. He married, for his second wife, 3Iatilda A. 3IcDavitt, of 31iami Co. 3Ir. 31edaris was raised on the farm,
and received an ordinary education ; he came to this county in December, 1868?
where he has since resided. Jan. 23, 1875. his nuptials with 3Iiss America J,
Harcourt were celebrated ; she was born on the farm where she now resides ; they
have one child—Percy H.. born Feb. 15.1876. 3Irs. 3Iedaris is a daughter of Francis A. and 3Iartha S. (31cDavitt) Harcourt ; Francis A. is a native of England,
and immigrated to America about the middle of the nineteenth century ; Mrs.
Harcourt was bora in Franklin Co., Ohio, in 1825, and immigrated to 3Iiami Co.
about 1832, where she has since resided.
ISAAC J. 3IERRITT, farmer ; Allen's P. 0 . ; was born in Brown Township,
Miami Co., Dec. 19. 1851, and is a son of Joseph and Ann (3Iunger) 3Ierritt, who
was born in Arirginia Jan. 18, 1812, and Joseph in Warren Co., Ohio, Jan. 31,1815.
Their marriage was celebrated 3Iay 26, 1836, and they have, since 1834, been residents of Brown Township. 3Iiami Co.; their children were nine in number, of
whom two were stricken with diphtheria in 1860-61 and passed away7; seven are
now living, viz.. 3Iary E., now 3Irs. W. A'anzant; 3Iargaret J., now 3Irs. J .
Alaxwell; 3Iartha A., now 3Irs. D. Spencer ; Amanda, now 3Irs. George Leise ;
Henry H., Isaac J. and Delia, now 3Irs. John 3Ianning. Our subject was raised
on the farm and received the privileges of the common schools, thereby- obtaining
a medium education, and is now cultivating the old farm, in Sec. 5. Brown Township. Jan. 27. 1878. he mamed 3Iiss Josephine Vaughn, who was born in Greene
Co., Ohio, Feb. 11. 1856 ; she is a daughter of John and Emily Vaughn, who were
both natives of the same county ; Isaac and Josephine have one child—Lawrence E.
The grandparents of Isaac J. were Isaac, Sr.. and 3Iargaret (Carter) 31erritt, who
were both natives of Pennsylvania, and emigrated to Warren Co., Ohio, where they
married, and, in 1834, removed to 3Iiami Co.. where their decease occurred.
S. L. MIOVER, farmer and stock-raiser : P. 0. Fletcher ; was born in Greene
Township, Shelby Co., Jan. 7, 1835 ; in his boyhood days he assisted in farm
duties in the summer season and in winter enjoyed the privilege of the schools,
which he improved at home until obtaining a knowledge sufficient for teaching, in
which he engaged at the age of twenty ; soon after, he commenced the study of
medicine, in connection with the task of teaching ; in the winter of 1857-58, he
attended a full term of lectures under the instructions given at the Eclectic 3Iedical
Institute, and the following year located in Cridersville, Auglaize Co., Ohio, as a
practicing physician; there he labored until 1864, when he retired from the profession and took up farming on his present farm of 80 acres, in Sec. 19, Brown
Township, 3Iiami Co., which he purchased six years later; previous to this, he
purchased 40 acres in Sec. 13 of the same township, which he has since sold,
June 12, 1859, his marriage took place with Mary J. Darling, who was bom in
AUen Co., Ohio, Nov. 25, 1842. Their niece, Emma Earnhart, Uves with them.
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T. S. MOORE, farmer and stock-raiser; P. 0. Allen'. ; was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Feb. 29, 1832, and is a son of Isaac 3Ioore, whose biographywill appear in the memoir of J. 31. Moore. T. S. was brought up to farm labor,
and, receiving a limited education, remained at home until his majority : then he
began life for himself, engaging in the carpenter's trade, which he followed six
years; he then tried farming in Johnson Township, Champaign Co., remaining
there untU 1873, when he sold out and removed to 3Iiami Co. ; he purchased 80
acres of land in Sec. 2, where he has since resided His marriage with 3Iiss Caroline H. Mathews was celebrated Oct. 26, 1855 ; she was born in this county in
1835 ; they have an adopted son—AVilliam C. (Alathews) Aloore, a nephew of Mrs.
Moore. Her parents, John and Ann 31. 3Iathews, were both natives of New Jersey, born early in the nineteenth century, and emigrated to this county, where they
both died ; they were the parents of seven children, of whom three are now living.
JOHN W. 3IOORE, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0. Conover; was born in
Dearborn Co., Ind., Feb. 18, 1830. and is a son of Isaac 3Ioore, whose biography
will appear in this work. John, when about 6 mouths old, with his parents, emigrated to Montgomery Co., Ohio, remaining there about two years ; in 1833, they
removed to 3Iiami Co., where they have since resided ; here John AV. received a
limited education, and assisted his father on the farm until IS years of age, when
he began the trade of a wheelwright; he carried on business seven years in Lena:
then engaged in farming upon rented land six years ; in 1860. he bought 80 acres
of good land in Sec. 8, where he has since resided, and is nicely situated for life,
with comfortable buildings, adding by purchase 40 acres more in See. 1, Oct. 26.
1853, he united in marriage with Hannah Howland, who was born in 3Iiami Co.
Aug. 4, 1833 ; they have two children, viz., Albert H. and Faran I. 3Irs. Moore
is a daughter of Albert and Caroline Howland, whose genealogy will appear under
M. Duncan's sketch in this work.
J. M. MOORE, farmer; P. O. Allen's ; is a son of Isaac 3Ioore, who was born
in Wooster Co., Md., July 18, 1804, where he was brought up to agricultural pursuits, and received a limited education ; in 1818, he, with his parents, emigrated to
Indiana, locating in Dearborn Co., where the parents lived many years and died at
an advanced age ; Isaac remained at home until 1825, when he came to Dayton,
Ohio, working on the canal for several years. In January, 1829, he married Mary
Watkins, of 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, born Dec. 15, 1811 ; in 1833, they emigrated
to Miami Co., locating on Sec. 2, Brown Township, where he bought his present
farm and was duly engaged in cultivating it until 1868, since then living a retired
life. His wife departed this life Aug. 28, 1878 ; they had eight children, of whom
five are living. J. 31. was born on his father's present farm July 25, 1842 ; hewas
raised to farm labor, which he is still engaged in on the home farm ; in his younger
days, he received a limited education. Feb. 9, 1864, his marriage with Frances A.
Slack was celebrated, who was born in Bucks Co., Penn., Jan. 19, 1843 ; they have
two children, of whom both are now living, viz., Charley and Clara.
TIMOTHY MORTON, farmer; P. O. Conover; was born in Howell Township, Monmouth Co., N. J., Feb. 22, 1799, and is a son of John and 3Iary (Longstreet) Morton, who were both natives of New Jersey; they had eleven children,
of whom Timothy is the only one now living ; John 3Iorton was one of the patriots
of the war of Independence, where he served a period of six months ; he and his
wife both died at advanced ages. Our subject was left very early in life to battle
for himself, and spent his boyhood days farming with various people until 16 years
of age ; then he commenced work in a manufactory7 of all kinds of cloth, which
he foUowed until 1831; at this time, he emigrated to Ohio and bought his present
fann of 60 acres, in Sec. 11, Brown Township, 3Iiami Co. ; this he has changed
from its primeval state to a good degree of cultivation. 3Ir. 3Iorton has held the
office of Supervisor in Brown Township eight years, and feels interested in forwarding aU pubUc improvements. In New Jersey, in 1820, he manied Mary
Gumey, who was a native of that State, and died in Brown Township, Miami Co.,
in 1858 ; by this union there were six chUdren, of whom five are now living. In
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December, 1859, Timothy Morton married for his second companion 3Iary J . Ayers,
of New Jersey, who was born in Burlington Co. 3Iay 9, 1808, and is a daughter
of Zadock and 3Iary (Smith) Green ; she has buried two husbands and is now living with the third one.
J O H N PARTINGTON, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0 . Fletcher : was born in
Shelby Co., Ohio, Oct. 8. 1838, and is a s o n of Joseph Partington, who was born
in England, Aug. 7. 1800, and in early life obtained a common education; he
remained in his native country until 10 years of age, when, with his parents, he
embarked at Liverpool, England, on the vessel Aldebaran.; after reaching the
United States they settled near Baltimore, 3Id., where they remained until 1831,
when they emigrated AVest and located in Shelby Co.; the parents both died
in Ohio, Mrs. Partington in Dayton, and 3Ir. Partington in Shelby Co.; Joseph,
now in the 80th year of his age, resides with his son, our subject, who was brought
up on the farm and procured his education in the common schools of Shelby Co.
In 1857, he commenced in life for himself, by farming on rented land, which he
-continued until 1868, when he and his father purchased their present farm of 105
acres, in Sec. 15, Brown Township, 31iami Co., where they now reside. J u n e 17,
1869, his marriage with Eleanor Search was celebrated ; she was born in Pennsylvania in 1849, and emigrated AArest with her parents when but a child, locating on
Sec. 15, Brown Township, Aliami Co.. where they now reside ; the children of 3Ir.
and 3Irs. Partington are three sons—Elba. Joseph R. and Charles Partington.
TH03IAS J. PENCE, farmer ; P. O. Conover ; was born in Lost Creek Township, 3Iiami Co., Feb. 24, 1847, and is a son of James T. and Nancy (Shidler)
Pence ; James was a native of Lost Creek Township, and Nancy of Pennsylvania;
they had by this union seven children, all of whom are now living. Our subject
was raised on the farm, where he assisted his father in the agricultural duties connected therewith, and in his boyhood days enjoyed the privileges of the district
schools, where he obtained a common education, and since his majority- he has improved the same by self-study, particularly in the science of mathematics ; in
1868, he purchased his present farm of 80 acres, in Sec. 8. Brown Township,
3Iiami Co., which is under good cultivation, and since has also purchased 80 acres
in AArells Co., Ind. "Dec. 18,1848. he married Alary E. Blackford, who is a daughter'
of David and Sarah A. Blackford.
J O H N S. REEDER, deceased, was born in Bucks Co., Penn.. in 1819, where
he grew to manhood on the farm, and obtained a common-school education. In
1842, he married Letitia P. Pownall. also a native of Bucks Co., born in 1821 ;
after their marriage, John was variously engaged until 1851. when they emigrated
West, locating in Fletcher, 3Iiami Co.; remaining there but two years, they removed
to Sec. 21, Brown Township, where they afterward purchased 80 acres ; this John
cultivated till his death, which occurred Feb. 19, 1875 ; he was the father of ten
children—3Iargery A., Esther P., 3Iartha R., Ellen K. (deceased). Miles P.. Eliza J.,
AA'illiam H., 3Iary E., John E. (deceased) and George }Y. Letitia is a daughter
of John and Elizabeth (Anderson) Pownall, both natives of Pennsylvania, where
John died; Elizabeth afterward came AA'est, and died in Aliami Co. Allies P.,
whose name is above given, was born in the same county and State as his father,
in 1851 : was raised on the farm where he now resides, and manifests an enterprising interest in its cultivation. His marriage with Rhoda A. Covault was celebrated in 1871 ; two years later she departed this life, Feb. 28, 1873 ; Sept. 16,
1875, he married Sarah J. Frazier. a native of Shelby Co., boru Aug. 16, 1853;
one child, Lou E., has been given to them.
G. H. RUNDLE. manufacturer of patent medicines, and more particularly of
Porter's Pain King, known far and wide, and which has given satisfaction wherever
it has been tried ; P. O. Fletcher. The manufacturer of this valuable article is G.
H. Rundle, who was born in Westchester Co., N. Y., in 1847 ; he led the usual life
of a farmer's son, and obtained his education in the common schools of his native
State; in 1871, he emigrated West, locating in Lima, Ohio, where he purchased
the r i g h t of W. L. Porter to manufacture the Pain K i n g ; he was soon duly engaged
Q
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in the chemical compounds, where he remained until five years ago, when he
located in the above village, and now is filling large demands for his medicine ; he
has erected a complete laboratory, where he engages considerable assistance. The
nuptials of G. H. Rundle and Amanda Hance were celebrated Nov. 3, 1874 ; she
is a daughter of Alfred Hance, whose biography will be seen in this volume.
SAMUEL SAYERS, deceased, was born in Staunton Township, Aliami Co.. in
1810; he was raised to the life of a farmer's son. In 1832, he married Jane Sims,
who was born in A'irginia, in 1809: soon after their marriage thev settled in
Springcreek Township; remaining there one year, they removed to Brown Township, locating on Sec. 35, which they cleared and greatly improved; of the buildings we make particular mention: they are large, commodious and the best fire
proof secured buildings in the township of Brown. Duiing his life 3Ir. Sayers purchased several farms, of which he was the owner when his decease occurred, 31ay
29, 1877 ; during life he assisted each of his children, who were seven in number,
to nearly $4,000 worth of real estate. His family are 3Iartha J., the wife of John
H. 3Iathers, in 3Iason Co.. 111.; S. F.. Francis D.. now 31rs. James 31. 3Ioore. of
Champaign Co., 111.; Margaret A., wife of Paul AA'. S. Pence ; Sarali E.. now Airs.
Alexander 31. Deweese : Annette S.. wife of James 31. Caven. pf Shelby Co.. Ohio.
and Harriette E., the widow of John R. 3IcKinney. 3Irs. Savers is a daughter of
James, Sr., and 3Iargaret Sims, both natives of A'irginia ; they emigrated to Ohio
in 1830, locating on Sec. 35, Brown Township, where he accumulated considerable
wealth, and passed from the stage of life in 1862. 3Iargaret, his daughter, preceding him seventeen vears.
P E T E R SHANKS, retired farmer: P. 0 . Fletcher. Peter Shanks was born in
what is now the incorporated city of Cincinnati. Aug. 15. 1795. and is a son of
Joseph Shanks, who was born in Delaware, and of German descent. He married
3Iary Clawson, of Holland birth and AA'elch parentage; she emigrated to America in her youthful clays, and the marriage was celebrated in Pennsylvania about
the time of the war of independence; they afterward came AVest as far as Hamilton Co., Ohio; there they remained a few years : they then located in Alontgomery
Co., Ohio, where 3Iary died, and was interred in the Sugar Creek Baptist Cemetery
of Washington Township, and Joseph afterward went to Indiana, and died in Delaware Co., near 3Iuncie, at the age of 95 years, 11 months and 9 days; the children by the above maniage were ten in number, of whom Peter is the only one
now living. H e was raised to farm laborin 3Iontgomery Co.: here he, when but a
boy of 17. entered the service of 1812. under Capt. Richard Sunderland and 3Iaj.
Price, and secondly he was under Capt. Lemon, of Clark Co., Ohio: they were at
Detroit, 3Iich., when peace was declared ; 3Ir. Shanks is now one of three patriots
ofthat war living in Brown Townsliip. About 1817. he entered 160 acres of land
in Sec. 29, Brown Township, where he at once commenced to open out a farm from
the unbroken forest, and erected a hewed-log house; the roof was of shingles (which
in that day were a rarity); in this he spent many days: at present he has his farm
well improved, but has diminished it to 80 acres, from the fact that he. duiing life,
has nobly assisted his children. 3Iay 10. 1821, he married Leah C. Schenks, and
the following August located on the above-described farm. Their children were
eight in number, two died in infancy, and four are now living; 3Irs. Shanks
died May 13, 1839, in the faith ofthe Baptist Church, of which she was a member
for twelve years. Nineteen years later. Mr. Shanks married for his second wife
Martha J. (McCarr) Neff; she died April 27, 1861. leaving two children, of whom
one died in infancy, and the other is now living. Mr. S. has been a devoted member
of the Lost Creek Baptist Church, since 1827, in which faith he firmly stands in
1880. Since the election of Gen. Jackson for President, he has been a decided
Democrat, at which time he cast his first vote.
B. F. SIMMONS, farmer ; P. O. Fletcher; was born in Spring Creek Township, J u l y 24, 1848, and is a son of Peter J. and Elizabeth (Denman) Simmons;
about the middle of the nineteenth century they moved to Indiana, locating in
Clinton County, where Peter passed from the stage of life ; he and Elizabeth were
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the parents of four children, of whom two died previous to the death of Peter,
and the two surviving ones were left in their mothers care for a short time. B.
F. soon found a home with his uncle L. R. Simmons, of Brown Township ; there
he grew to manhood and was taught farming; in his earlier days he enjoyed
school privileges, obtaining a common education ; he now owns 165^- acres of
land in Sees. 32 and 33, Brown Township, ancl is well situated for life. Sept. 19,
1870, he married 3Iiss R. J. Sanders, born in Springfield Township. 3Iiami Co.,
Jan. 17. 1846: four children are the fruits of this union, viz.. Elmer E., Effie 3L,
Judson AV. and Harry ; Airs. Simmons is a daughter of E. and 31. Sanders, now
both deceased.
CHARLES SI3I3IONS. farmer ; P. 0 . Fletcher ; is a son of Peter Simmons,
who was born in Pennsylvania. 1795. ancl. when a boy 12 years old, with his
parents, emigrated to Ohio, ancl located in Brown Township, where they lived and
died. Peter was a devoted farmer in the pioneer days, ancl during life accumulated a good farm in Sec. 36. Brown Township. About 1827, his marriage with
Elizabetii Bowersox was celebrated, who was a native of Pennsylvania, born in
1802, and died in Brown Townsliip. 1875. Peter dying six years previous ; they
were the parents of ten children, of whom five reached maturity, Charles being
the third son. His great-grandfather. Philip Simmons was of German birth, and
in, 1763. embarked for the AA'estern Continent. Charles Simmons was born in
Brown Township, January. 1831. and was brought up to farm labor, and received a
common education in the pioneer days : he entered the path of life for himself in
1852, and has. by hard labor and good management, accumulated 135 acres of land
in Sees. 31 and 30. which is well improved. He has recently been elected to the
office of Township Trustee, wliich office lie now holds. In 1856. he married Phebia
Reader, who was born in Alontgomery Co.. Ohio, in 1S3S; they were the parents
of thirteen children, of whom nine are now living, viz.. Emma E.. AA'iliiain H,.
Alary C. George 0., Nannie. Rosa E.. Theresa J.. Albert and Alice. Airs. Simmons
is a daughter of Simeon and Nancy (Howell) Reader : he was boru in Alontgomery Co., Ohio, in 1813, and she in Pennsylvania, in ISIS.
LEA'I R. SI3I3IONS. farmer: P. O. Fletcher: is a son of Jacob Simmons,
who was born in Pennsylvania about the close of the eighteenth century, and came
with his parents to Ohio the first year of the nineteenth century ; they settled
near Dayton. Ohio, where they remained until six years following, when they
removed to 3Iiami Co.; there they lived and died, but Jacob in after years married Alehitable Rollins, who was a native of A'ermont. and five years his junior.;
they both died in Brown Township, he at the age of 61. she at 82. The subject
of this memoir is a first cousin to Charles Simmons, under whose sketch a history
of the ancestry will appear. L. R. was born in Brown Townsliip. Jan. 25. 1825 ;
his boyhood days were spent on the farm in summer, and in winter at school,
thereby receiving a limited education ; about 1843. he began teaching, which
remained his winter occupation until 1863. and devoted his attention mostly to
farm labor; he has during life, by good business habits and industrv. accumulated
considerable property, of which a portion is nearly a full quarter of land in Sec.
33, Brown Township, which is well improved. He has been elected to. and held,
various offices of the township. Oct. 27. 1848, he married Sarah Ever, who was
born in Pennsylvania. Jan. 24. 1824 ; her parents were both natives of the same
State.
J. W. T. SUBER. farmer and thrasher: P. O. Conover ; was born in Brown
Township, October. 1841, and is a son of George Suber. whose biography will be
seen under the memoir of AA'. D. Suber, in some part of this history. J. AV. T. was
raised on his present farm, and obtained a common education; he entered upon
self duties in 1861, and has since hired his interest in his present farm of 110
acres in Sec. 8, purchasing of the other heirs until he now owns the full farm ; he
has as fine a location as any in that vicinity. Air. Suber, when but a b o ^ was
taught by his father the principles of the thrashing machine : he has devoted,
almost exclusively, the thrashing season to that occupation, which is one of the
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necessary features of every well-tilled country; in the fall of 1869, 3Ir. Suber
thrashed 52,000 bushels of grain, and, on the same separator, hulled 600 bushels
of clover seed in the winter of 1879-80 ; he has shown himself capable of following that line of business with credit to himself ancl benefit to his customers. Oct.
20, 1864, he married Elizabeth Verdier, who was born in Green Township,
Shelby- Co.; Ohio, Sept, 2, 1844; they have had four children, of whom three are
now living, viz., Lucinda J., Laura L., Edwin T., and Roy F., deceased.
AA7. D. SUBER, farmer ; P. 0. Conover ; was born in Bucks Co., Penn., 3Iay
31, 1825. His father, George Suber, was also a native of Pennsylvania, born Nov.
12, 1796, ancl was of German descent; he grew to manhood in his native State.
March 1, 1821, he married Elizabeth H. Duer, who vvas born in Pennsylvania Oct.
18, 1800, and was of Irish descent; they immigrated to Ohio in 1829, locating
temporarily near Dayton, Ohio ; in 1830, he entered the northwest quarter of Sec.
8, Brown Township, 3Iiami Co., where they permanently located, and. taking it
from its wilds, made it their future home, where he (George^ passed away in September, 1860, and Elizabetii in August. 1872 ; they were the parents of nine children, of whom seven are now living. AV. D. was brought up on the farm, where
he nobly assisted his father in opening up a farm; owing to the scarcity of school
privileges that AA'iUiam had in his boyhood days, his education is limited ; in 1850,
he started in the world to battle for himself as a farm laborer, with no means ; he
continued working, and gradually laid by some of his earnings ; in 1853, he purchased 160 acres of prairie land in Illinois ; this he held until 1865, when he sold
the same and purchased his present farm of 80 acres in Sec. 7, Brown Township,
Miami Co., and has since bought 86 acres in Champaign Co. Alarch 30, 1854,
his marriage took place with 3Iary A. Caven. who was born in Spring Creek Township, 3Iiami Co., Oct. 26. 1834; by this union they had five cliildren—Sarah J.,
born Feb. 28, 1855 ; James AA7., born Alarch 27.1857 ; John C, born Nov. 19, 1858 :
George W., born Sept. 9, 1870, ancl Orel 31.. born July 21, 1877. 3Irs. Suber is a
daughter of John and Aseneth (Ross) Caven; they were, for many years, residents of Spring Creek Township, where 3Ir. Caven died in 1872. 3Irs. Caven
still survives.
JOHN 31. STITH, teacher ; P. O. Allen's, was born in Fairfield Co., Ohio, Oct.
23, 1852, and lived on a farm until 16 years of age, receiving a limited education ;
during the summers, from 1868 to 1871, he attended the Fairfield Union Academy,
also a short course at the Ohio AVesleyan University ; in the winter of 1869-70,
he taught his first school, in Fairfield Co., where he continued three winters ; in
the fall of 1875, he located in Shelby Co. and taught in Aliami Co.; in 1878, he
removed to Lena, this county, where he has since resided. The marriage of John
31. and Chloe Hutcher was celebrated in Delaware Co., Ohio. Oct. 13, 1874 ; she
was born in Franklin Co., Ohio, Feb. 8,1855 ; one child—3Iaude, was born to them
May 19, 1876 ; died 3Iay 17, 1879. 3Irs. Stith, in early youth, obtained a common education, and afterward improved the same at the Otterbein University, at
Westerville, Ohio, and is now engaged in teaching, with her husband, iu the combined schools of Lena and Conover, where they have held their positions for the
past two years, and are engaged for the ensuing year. They have, since residing
in Lena, purchased their present property, which consists of 8 acres in Sec. 1,
Brown Township, also a quarter-section near Carrolton. Greene Co.. 111.
GEORGE THROCK3IORTON, retired farmer ; P. O. Conover ; was born in
New Jersey, 3Iarch 12, 1809, and is a son of Job and Jane (AVoolley) Throckmorton, both natives of New Jersey, who emigrated West in 1816, locating in AVarren
Co., Ohio, where Job died about 1825 ; Jane married for her second husband
James Brelsford, of Greene Co., where they located ancl both died, she at the age
of 89, and he at 93 years. George was reared on the farm, ancl procured his education in the common schools of the pioneer days, in AVarren Co., Ohio ; at the
age of 18 he engaged in carpentering, which was his occupation for fifteen years,
when he retired from its duties ; in 1832, he purchased 160 acres of land in Sec.
12, Brown Township, and in 1836 moved from Warren Co. to Miami", locating in
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Piqua, where he lived until 1838, when he located on the above farm ; he cleared
the forest, and to-day fine buildings have taken the place of his .rude huts and
barns; during the late rebellion, he sold his former and purchased his present
farm, which consists of the southeast quarter of Sec. 18, Brown Township, 3Iiami
Co., where he is now well situated and has 130 acres under cultivation. 31r.
Throckmorton was married April 21, 1830. to Aliss Sarah Lafferty, who was a
native of A\rarren Co.. Ohio, ancl died in 3Iiami Co. in 1853, leaving a husband and
nine children, of whom eight are now living. 3Ir. Throckmorton married for his
second wife 3Iiss Sarah D. Hendley ; she is also a native of Warren Co., and
came to 3Iiami when about the age of 12 years.
WILSON A r ANZANT, farmer, stone and brick mason, plain and ornamental
plasterer, and manufacturer of artificial stone ; P. 0 . Allen's; was born in
Bucks Co.. Penn., Nov-. 20, 1834. and is a son of John and Frances (Rooks) Vanzant, both natives of New Jersey ; they emigrated from Pennsylvania to Ohio in
1838, locating in Johnson Township. Champaign Co., where John passed from the
stage of life. Frances married for her second husband James H. George ; since
1872 they have been located in Lena, where she was left a widow the second time,
in 1878, and still resides, a t t h e age of 69 ; the children of John aud Frances Aranzant were three in number, viz., Catherine (now deceased). George AV. (now a
practical physican in Rockford. AVinnebago Co.. 111.), and our subject, who is the
youngest. He vvas brought up to agiicultural pursuits, and received a limited
education ; at the age of 18 he learned the trade of plasterer, which he has followed for several years, and is known far and wide as a reliable and successful
mechanic ; in connection with the plastering, he is a known stone and brick mason,
also a manufacturer of artificial stone, which is made by a chemical process, and
has been shown by service and chemists to be far superior to any sandstone yet
found ; this chemical stone is found very useful in trimming brick buildings and
walks ; flower vases of any designs are made by AV. Vanzant; since 1868, he has
been the owner of SO acres of land in Sec. 6. Brown Township, Aliami Co., where
he resides. September. 1863, he married 3Iiss 3Iary 3Ierritt. who was born in
Brown Township, 3Iiami Co.; they have three children, viz., AArilliam A., Elmer
E. and 3Iinnie H. 3Irs. Vanzant is a daughter of Joseph and Anna 3Ierritt.
OLIA r ER AA'HARTON, retired wagon-maker. Fletcher ; was born in Bucks
Co., Penn., Alay 17. 1807 ; when he was but 4 years of age his parents emigrated AA'est. locating in AA'arren Co.. Ohio. Oliver was raised in AA'arren Co.,
Ohio and in his boyhood days obtained a common education; at the age of 14
years he learned the trade of wagon-making, at which he served seven years, under
instructions ; soon after the completion of his trade, he opened out a shop for himself in the same county, where he. in a short time, had a healthy patronage ; in
1836, he concluded to change locations, and did so. by removing to Fletcher. Aliami
Co., continuing his trade until 1865, when lie retired from its duties ; thirteen
years after locating in Fletcher, he purchased his present farm of 72 acres, in Sec.
25, Brown Towmship : on this he now resides, in a retired state. In 1830. he married J a n e Duer. a native of Pennsylvania ; their marriage was celebrated in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, where she resided at the time ; they passed nearly half a century in connubial life, when she died. Aug. 11. 1877 : their children were William (deceased in early life). Samuel (now a resident of Indianapolis, engaged as
grocer), Phebe A. and Rebecca J. (now 3Irs. Scott, of Brown Township, this
county).
GEORGE AV. WHITE, farmer and stock-raiser: P. O.Allen's: was born in
Champaign Co.. Ohio. Feb. 22. 1834. and is a son of George and Alary (Anderson)
AVhite; George was brought up to agiicultural pursuits, and vvas educated in the
district schools : in 1855. he started in life for himself by engaging in the saw-mill
business, which remained his occupation for fourteen or fifteen years, during which
time he was favored with the general patronage in the vicinity where he labored,
and many bills of lumber were filled : soon after retiring from the milling business,
he purchased his present farm, of 217 acres, in Sees. 2 and 3 Brown Township,.
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Miami Co., where he is now located, and has a farm second to none in the township, in quality«pf soil and in various improvements; his farm is arranged so that
stock can be watered in each field, either by spring or by the wind-engine, which
he has erected over a well on the highest summit of the farm; 3Ir. AVhite takes
particular pride in keeping a good class of stock, as well as in keeping up and cultivating his farm, on a systematized plan; on his farm is a young orchard, of five
acres, of good selections of fruits of various kinds. He also takes an active part
in all public interests of the county. Sept. 6, 1856, he married Lucinda AIcKinley.
who was born in Champaign Co.. Ohio, July 12, 1838: they have eight children.
viz., William P., Samuel H., Rosa, Rhoda F., Clara 31.. 31ollie, Nora and Grant.
J. AV. AVHITE, saw-milling, Conover ; J. AV. AA'hite commenced business in
1870, by buying one-half interest of S. AArhite. and in 1878, he purchased the other
half of B. H. White; in the year of 1878, the boiler exploded, and he underwent
a loss of about $1,200; Mr. AA'hite. being, an energetic man. soon had his mill in
running order, and is doing first-class sawing, ancl has a liberal patronage. Our
subject was born in Champaign Co.. Ohio. Alarch 11. 1842, and is a son of George
and 3Iary (Anderson) AViiite. Air. AVhite was born in New Jersey, Airs. AA'hite in
Pennsylvania. They emigrated to Ohio about 1830. and settled in Champaign Co.:
April 4, 1850. they removed to Aliami Co., locating on Sec. 3. Brown Township,
where they both died—3Ir. White Oct. 3. 1862. ami 3Irs. AVhite in 1878. They
were the parents of eleven children, of whom ten are now living. J. AA'. was
brought up to farm labor ancl received a common education ; at the age of 21 he
entered the path of life for himself and has since financially progressed to the
amount of his present property, which consists of a good house and lot of 8 acres.
in Sec. 12, Brown Township, ancl as good a mill as can be found in the township.
His marriage with Rebecca Hagerman vvas celebrated upon Sept. 16. 1863 ; she
was a native of Ohio, born in 1845. and died Dec. 3. 1868 ; they, by this union,
had two children, viz.. Alary J. and Lillie 31. 3Ir. AVhite married for his second
wife 3Irs. Jane AVebb, a native of this county, who vvas a daughter of AAilliam and
Harriet (Haiwey) Covault, who were natives of Pennsylvania.
BENJA3IIN L. AVOLCOTT, retired farmer ; P. O. Conover ; is ason of John
H. Wolcott, whose history will be seen in the sketch of George L. AVoIcott iu some
part of this enterprise. Our subject was born in AA'arren Co., Ohio, Alay 18, 1819 ;
was raised to farm labor in Brown Township, 3Iiami Co.. and obtained a common
education ; after his majority, he followed carpentering for a period of twenty years ;
in 1844, his present farm of SO acres was deeded to him by his father, where he
has since chiefly resided ; this has always undergone his supervision. Oct. 22.
1846, he married Jane Boyd, who was a native of Bucks Co.. Penn.; born Feb. 20.
1827, and died in Brown Township. Nov. 27, 1866. They had five children, of whom
William died at the age of 3 years, 7 months ancl 14 days ; four are now living, viz.,
JohnG., born Feb. 20.1851 ; Lewis F., born Jan. 2, 1853 : Emma J. Aug. 22. 1855,
now 3Irs. John 3Iichaels ; and Jared. born Jan. 31. 1858 ; John G. ancl Lewis F.
were raised on the farm, and (as well as Jared) assisted their father in opening and
cultivating it. They procured a common-school education, and are now fond of
books. Dec. 3, 1876, John G. niarried Hannah L. AA'ells. who was born in Champaign Co., Ohio, Jan. 1, 1855 ; one child, Alaudie D.. was born to them. Jan. 7.
1878. Hannah is a daughter of 3Iartin and Pamelia (Flowers) AA'ells ; they emigrated from Pennsylvania to Champaign Co.. Ohio, about the middle ofthe nineteenth
century. Lewis F., the second son. born Nov. 7. 1878. married Rachel C. Evans,
who is a daughter of John aucl Catherine (Kiser) Evans, both deceased; their
children were five in number, three sons and two daughters, of whom two sons and
one daughter are now living.
GEORGE L. AVOLCOTT, farmer ; P. 0. Aliens ; one of the early pioneers of
Miami Co.; he was born 3Iarch 15, 1823, on the farm he now owns in Sec. 5, Brown
Township ; he is a son of John H. AA'olcott, who was born in New Jersey, Alarch 6,
1786, where he was raised on a farm and received a liberal education ; in 1807, he
emigrated to Ohio, and settled in Butler Co., remaining a few years, after which he
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removed to Warren Co., Ohio. He was one of the patriots of the struggle of 1812,
under Capt. Alaltbie. In 1820, came to 3Iiami Co., and in 1821 settled o n t h e farm
above stated. During life he was honored with the most prominent offices of the
counties and townships in which he resided, which he filled with credit and honor
to himself, and benefit to the community in which he labored. Early in the nineteenth century he married Sarah James, who was born in Berkeley Co., Ara., July 26,
1786. Their children were seven in number, of whom, two died iu early life, and
five are now living. John Wolcott during life, by good business habits, industry
and economy, accumulated considerable wealth. Dec. 19. 1866, he departed
this life, having been a masterwheel in the communities where he resided ; his
wife survived him until July IS. 1879, when she. too, passed away. Our subject
was brought up to farming ancl the culture of fruit trees. In early life he received
a common education, and has always resided on the farm he now owns, which he
hired at his mother's death ; he lived up to the example of his father, and has had
public transactions of the township and community entrusted to his care. May
27. 1849. he married Garthary 3Ierritt, who was born in AA'arren Co., December,
1822. Three children have been born to them.
AVILLIAAI J. AVOLCOTT. retired farmer and grain dealer : P.O. Allen's ; was
born in AA'arren Co.. Ohio, Feb. 26, 1816. and is a son of John H. AVoIcott. whose
name will be seen in the sketch of George L. AA'olcott. AVilliam J. was raised to
agricultural pursuits, and received a limited education ; after his majority, he
improved his education to a degree sufficient for teaching, which he followed at
intervals twenty years ; during this time, he attended to the duties of his farm of
80 acres in Brown Townsliip, Sec. 6. Town 2, Range 11. where he located in 1838;
from 1860 to 1873, his entire attention was directed to his farm ; in Alarch, 1873,
he began to handle grain near Conover. on the Cincinnati. Columbus & Indiana
Central Railroad, where lie did a good business in his line ; this he continued until
the spring of 1880. when he retired from its duties, and now lives retired on his
farm. Aug. 23. 1838, he niarried 3Iiss Rachel 3Ierritt. who was born in Warren
Co.. Ohio, and is six years his junior ; they have three children, of whom all are
living, viz., John. 3Iary A., now 3Irs. S. C. Nixon, and Isaac; 3Irs. AVoIcott is a
daughter of Isaac and Alargaret Alerritt (both deceased).
^JOHN AVOLCOTT. farmer; P. O. Conover ; who was born in Brown Township, Aliami Co.. 3Iarch 19, 1821. and is a son of John H. Wolcott. whose history
will be seen under the sketch of George L. Wolcott, in some part of this volume.
Our subject was reared on the farm and obtained a common education ; he. in his
earlier years, duly assisted his father in clearing up his farm and in the cultivation of fruit trees, which are now yielding fruit all over our own and the surrounding counties. 3Ir. AVoIcott remained at home until 3Iay 17. 1846. when his nuptials were celebrated with Ann Graham, who was born in Bucks Co.. Penn., in
1820 ; they have three children, viz., Sarah 31.. Louisa and Joseph G. 3Ir. AVoIcott. since his marriage, through his own industry and the assistance of his family,
has accumulated and hired 120 acres of good land, of which 40 acres lie in Sec.
12, and 80 acres, on which he lives, in Sec. 6. Brown Township. Aliami Co. 3Irs.
AA'olcott is a daughter of Joseph aud 3Iaria (Duer) Graham; they were both
natives of Pennsylvania, and immigrated AA'est to Ohio in 1833, and settled in
Champaign Co.. where they both died.
GEORGE H. AA'YLAND. farmer and stock-raiser: P. O. Allen's; w a s b o m
in Greene Co.. Ohio. Oct. 5, 1828. and is a son of Daniel and Alargaret (Howerd)
AA'viand. Daniel was born in Greene Co. Ohio, in 1802. ancl Airs. AA'yland in 1804 ;
their marriage was celebrated April 11. 1824 : eleven children were born to them,
viz., 3Iarv. Nov. 21. 1824 : Susannah. Sept. 27. 1826 : George : Jane. Oct. 12.
1830 ; Harriet. Alarch 3, 1833 : Catharine, Aug. 8. 1835 : 3Iargaret. Feb. 3, 1838 ;
3Ioses B., J u n e 10, 1840; John D.. 3Iarch 25, 1842 ; Irena. May 26. 1844; and
Elizabeth E., Jan. 31, 1848; the parents are both deceased, the mother in 1864,
and the father in 1877. Our subject was raised on the farm, and his education
was obtained in the common school; in the spring of 1849, he entered the trade

502

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

of carpentry', which he followed until 1854, when he engaged in farming, and four
years later he moved to Elkhart Co., Ind., where he purchased a small farm and
cleared it from its wild state; in the spring of 1880, he purchased his present
farm of 90 acres in Sec. 3, Brown Township, Aliami Co.; he is well situated, with
farm buildings, and farm under good cultivation. 3Iarch 10, 1853, he married Marium 3IcKee, who was born Feb. 16, 1836 ; four children have been born
to them—Jeremiah F.. July 12, 1855, and July 26, 1879, married Olive L. Jones ;
Daniel W., born 31ay 31, 1860 ; Edie E., 3Iay 4, 1864 ; and AArilliam H., J a n . 23,
1874. 3Irs. Wyland is a daughter of Jeremiah and Hannah AIcKee.
SA3IUEL S. YATES, farmer; P. O. Conover ; was born in Lost Creek
Township, in 1830, and is a son of Nezer S. and Priscilla (Sayres) Yates. Our
subject was brought up on the farm and attended to the duties connected with
farm life; thus half a century has been passed by him. Samuel S. has been a
landholder of 3Iiami Co. since 1851 ; in the mean time he dealt in land to considerable extent, by buying unimproved and improving, then selling, leaving many
open fields which were cleared from tlieir wild state by his labor and supervision ;
he now owns 230 acres in Sees. 7 and 12, Brown Township, 3Iiami Co., where he
lives. 3Iarch 9, 1851, his marriage was celebrated with Phebe A. Shanks, who
was b o m in Brown Township in 1830. They have six children, viz., Alice J., now
3Irs. G. W. Brecount; Florence E., who died at the age of 17 ; 3Iary A., now
3Irs. Joseph AA'olcott; S. Frank, Clara B. and Earl A. Air. and Airs. Yates
spent their early winter days in the same school, and were raised in the same vicinity ; they- have been consistent members of the Baptist Church of Lena for over
a quarter of a century-, during which time he has held the office of Deacon for
nearly twenty years ; their family have been brought up in the doctrines of the
same church.
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J. AA'. BURTON, retired farmer; P. 0 . Piqua ; was born in Franklin Co.,
Ohio, Feb. 19, 1826 ; is a son of John and 31 ary (AAilson) Burton, who were both
born in Pennsylvania, he in 1796 and she in 1804 ; they, by this union, had ten children, of whom all reached maturity, of whom J. AAT. is the only one now living in
this county ; his grandfather (Joshua Burton) was one of the patriots of the Revolutionary struggle, ancl died in 1835, in Franklin Co., Ohio ; the subject of this
memoir was brought up to farming, and received an ordinary education ; he. in
1863, came to this county, and now owns a fine farm in Sec. 25, where he is nicely
located, across the river from Piqua, at an elevation of about seventy-five feet
above the level of the city, thereby affording a good view of the same. On April
20, 1848, 3Ir. B. married 3Iay Giberson, who was born in Franklin Co., Ohio,
3Iarch 6, 1827, and Oct. 12, 1861, departed this life ; they, by this union, had four
children, viz., Margaret J., Francis A., Almead J . and Ella D.; 3Iarch 15, 1864,
3Ir. Burton married, for his second wife, Sarah J . AViley, who was born in this
county, Aug. 12, 1830, and is a descendant of the AViley family, whose genealogy
will appear in this work, under AVilliam J. Wiley's sketch ; 3Ir. and 3Irs. (Wiley)
Burton have two children, viz., Arabelle and Sarali AA7.
J O S E P H CA31PBELL, farmer; P. O. Piqua ; was born in Virginia Jan. 19,
1811, and is a grandson of Andrew and Elizabeth (Karr) Campbell, who came to
Shelby Co., Ohio, in 1835 ; he died about 1837 ancl she in 1840 ; they were both
interred in the Sidney Cemetery ; Joseph C. Campbell is a son of William and
J a n e (Wynkoop) Campbell, he being born in Virginia, where he died in 1813, a t
the age of 26 years ; she was also a native of Virginia, born about 1800, and died
in 1862 ; t h e / r u i t s of this union were four children, of whom one (our subject) is
the onlv one who came to 3Iiami Co ; came here in 1835, and Dec. 6, 1837, mar-
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ried Sarah J . Garnard, a native of Miami Co. ; she died Dec. 15, 1876 ; they were
the parents of three children, Mary E. (born Sept. 18, 1839, and died, 3Iarch 29,
1857), Laura E. (bom Oct. 22, 1848, became 3Irs.Coffing, and died Nov. 30, 1878),
Eliza C , born April 13, 1840. and still remains with her father, who owns 95-facres of good land in Sec. 21.
J O H N 31. CAA7EN, farmer; P. 0 . Piqua ; was born in Spring Creek Township Dec. 9, 1848 ; was a son of John and Asenath (Ross) Caven ; John Caven
was born J u n e 7. 1812, ancl died Jan. 5, 1872, on the farm now owned by his
widow, and which he had improved ; they were the parents of six children—Mary
A. (born Oct. 26, 1834). George R. (born Nov. 15, 1836). Sarah E. (born Dec. 5,
1840), 3Iargaret J. (born 3Iarch 26, 1843). John 31. and Asenath Ortensa (twins,
born April 21, 1853) ; John has always remained at home, and since the death of
his father has carried on the farm, giving his mother all necessary assistance.
3IRS. A.D. CLARKSON, Sec. 25; P.^O. Piqua; another of the pioneers of 3Iiami
Co.; was Joseph O. Wiley, the first husband of our subject, he was bom in this countyApril 20, 1833 ; and upon April 6, 1854, their marriage was celebrated, he being
now deceased. 3Irs. AViley- afterward married J. J . Clarkson, who is now engaged
in editorial work in Dayton : they by this union have two children—Robert A.,
born Alay 29. 1862 ; and 3Iaggie, June 7. 1868 ; 3Irs. Clarkson is a daughter of
Robert and 3Iaria (Drake) Smith, who were both of English birth ; 31rs. Clarkson
is also a native of England.
TH03IPSON COX, farmer and stock-raiser: P. O. Piqua ; was born in Hamilton Co.. Ohio. November. 1822, and is a great-grandson of Gershom and 3Iary Cox;
she died in 1804. and he in 1807 ; he is a grandson of AVilliam Cox. who was born
in New Jersey -Sept. 21, 1778. and during his life followed milling and stonemasonry ; was in the war of 1812. On Feb. 23, 1800, he married Alary Lafer, who
was born 3Iarch 6, 1780 : he died at the age of 82 years, and she at a very old age;
two children were the fruits of their union—3Iartha A., and Tunis, the father of
Thompson, was born in New Jersey in 1802. and during life was a brick ancl stone
mason, and in 1829. married Nancy Sparks, who was born in 1800, and died in
1841, ancl he in 1661 ; they by this union had twelve children, viz., AA'illiam
Thompson (our subject), Alary A., Sarah, Gershom. Andrew, Elizabeth, Isaac,
3Iartha. Harriet. George AA'. and Catherine ; Thompson was raised on the farm and
received an ordinary education, and in 1844 manied Susan Patterson, who was
born Nov. 22, 1822 : they are the parents of four children, of whom Alice is dead,
Nancy J.. Alemery and Edmond are now living. 3Ir. Cox came to this county in
1852. bought a farm of 140 acres, and has since been largely engaged iu buying
and selling land, and now owns 188^ acres in Sees. 23 and 17 well improved.
L. C. <fe AA'. L. CRON & CO.. dealers and manufacturers of furniture. Piqua.
There are probably but few of the successful merchants and manufacturers of
the city of Piqua who are equal in energy, enterprise and a clear conception of
the wants of the public to the firm of L. C. <Sc AA'. L. Cron & Co., manufacturers of
all kinds of plain and fancy house furniture, and also of all classes of office furniture, desks, cases, etc. : this firm has also one of the largest business rooms in
the city of Piqua. located at No. 144 Alain street, where they have as fine a stock
of furniture as any house in this part of the State. L. C. & W. L. Cron & Co. are
amply prepared to furnish anything in the undertaking line ; they drive a hearse
second to none in the city. In 1868. the above business was opened by L. C.
Cron. which lie managed and carried on until 1869, when he took in his present
partners, and the firm's name since has been unchanged ; this firm have, for the
past eleven years, run tlieir factory to almost its full capacity, and now feel the
need of a more commodious, convenient and substantial structure, which is now
being erected ; it will, no doubt, be one of the best of its kind in the State; its
completion is anticipated during 1880 ; this factory, though not located in the corporation limits of the city of Piqua. possesses all the advantages of those in the
corporation, such as hydraulic conveniences, gas. etc. The gentlemen of this firm
are of the most substantial and reliable men in the place. L. C. Cron, the senior
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member of the above firm, was born in Piqua Sept. 16, 1836, and was a pupil of
the city schools, where he received a good business education ; early in life he
commenced working under instructions at his present trade, which he has since put
to good use, and is now the master-wheel of the furniture department of Piqua.
In 1861, he entered the United States Army, where he spent three years ; while in
the service he participated in the battles of Cedar Creek, Ft. Petersburg, and many
others of less renown, passing through various hardships as a soldier. Since his
return to Piqua, he has filled the most important offices of the corporation in
which he lives, and is at present Justice of the Peace. The marriage of L. C.
Cron and 3Iargaret Ginn was celebrated Sept. 29, 1859 ; their children were five
in number, viz., George L.. born Aug. 27. 1864 ; died Feb. 15, 1867 ; 3Iaggie E..
born 3Iarch 12, 1866 ; Cliarles L„ born Sept. 26.'1867 ; Jackson C. born June IS,
1869 ; Albert 31., born Dec. 27, 1871 ; died July 25, 1878. 3Irs. L. C. Cron was
born in 3Iiami Co., Ohio. Sept. 7, 1838. and died Dec. 27. 1873. L. C. Cron married, for his second wife, 3Iarcella Edmonds, of Dayton, Ohio ; their marriage was
celebrated* Aug. 11. 1874 ; she was born Dec. 4. 1847 ; they, by this union, had
two children, viz., Hattie B., born July 27. 1875, and 3Iinnie A., born Sept. 19.
1878 ; died July 1, 1879.
JOHN CRON, retired farmer ; P. 0. Piqua. To another of the pioneers of
this county we are pleased to record a space for the above-named. He was born
in Virginia in 1803, and in 1808 came with his parents to this county. They were
both natives of New Jersey, born about 1776 ; the father Jacob Cron, died in this
county in 1837, and the mother, 3Iary (Davies) Cron, at a very old age. They
were the parents of five children, of whom four reached maturity and are now living. Our subject, soon after coming to this county, began to enjoy the limited
privileges of a short term of school in the winter months, and his summer months
were devoted to agricultural pursuits, which were his chief occupation duiing life ;
about 1825, he bought his present farm of 50 acres in Sec. 18, where he soon afterward settled, and has since resided, excepting four intervening years, which time
he occupied one of his dwellings in Piqua. 3Ir. Cron, in 1824, married 3Iatilda
Tucker ; she was a native of Pennsylvania, and died in this county in 1871. They
had by this union, eight children, of whom two are now living. 3Ir. Cron, for his
second wife, married 3Irs. 3Iartha Brelsford. who was born in 3Iontgomery Co.,
Ohio, about 1807, and died in 1873. He afterward united in the bonds of wedlock
with 3Irs. Ruth Overleas. who was born in Pennsylvania, and died of heart disease,
on New Year's Day, 1876. For his fourth wife, he married on April 1, 1877, 3Irs.
Lovina Stapleford, who was born in Shelbv Co., Ohio, in 1818 ; 3Irs. Cron is a
daughter of John and Elizabeth (Hendershott) Kunard. He was a native of 3Iaryland, and died in Champaign Co.. Ohio, in 1865. and she was born in Kentucky, and
died in Shelby Co., Ohio, in 1855.
A. J. CRON, cabinet-maker. Piqua ; foreman of the bench-hand department
of L. C. & W. L. Cron & Co.'s furniture manufactory. This gentleman was born
in Hunterville July 1, 1852, and is a brother of L. C. Cron, under whose sketch the
genealog}' will appear. He was brought up to his trade in youthful days, and has
devoted the past twelve years to his present position and employment, which he
has filled with benefit to the company and pleasure to himself. July 31,1873, his
marriage with 3Iiss Almeda Noland was celebrated. She was born 3Iarch 7, 1853,
and is a daughter of James and 3Iartha E. (Beck) Noland. Four children have
been born to A J. Cron and wife. viz.. Raymond F.. July 15. 1874 : James N„ Feb.
19. 1876: Leonard J., Nov. 23. 1877 : 3Iabel A., Feb. i7, 1880.
WILLIA3I DILBONE. farmer; P. O. Piqua : was born in Spring Creek Township Feb. 1, 1837, and is a son of John and Pamelia Dilbone, and a grandson of
Henry and Barbara (3Iillhouse) Dilbone. John was bom Nov. 25, 1806, and came
with his father and mother to this county in 1807 ; they were subsequently the
parents of four children—John. 3Iargaret, Priscilla and William ; the last named
was only- in his 7th month when their parents were massacred by an Indian,
Aug. 18, 1813; after dinner, Mr. Dilbone went up to the spring some distance
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northeast of the house, to get some water to take to the flax patch southeast of
the house, where his wife and children were to meet him ; John took care of the
rest of the children while his father and mother were engaged in pulling flax in the
southeast corner of a cornfield ; toward evening they were aroused by the sharp
bark of a young dog, and, on looking up, a shot was fired from the corn on the
nortli by an Indian, who dropped his gun and rushed forward with knives and tomahawk to complete his villainous deed ; the father, though pierced through by the
shot, escaped to the woods on the south ; the mother ran into the corn on the west,
but was overtaken and tomahawked and scalped ; the Indian then came near the
children, who were sitting in the shade of a walnut stump, but, at this juncture
the report of a gun was heard at no great distance to the southeast, and the red
villain fled, not even stopping to get his gun. The second child, 3Iargaret. had
been sent home on some errand, ancl was just returning, when she met her brothers
and sister on their way to the house ; on reaching home, they met 3Irs. AVinans to
whom they related what they had seen and heard and what they supposed had
happened to tlieir parents. This lady then informed a neighbor. AA'illiam AlcKinney. who came and had John go with him to see what might be the fate of his
father and mother. They found her dead body lying iu the corn. The neighbors
in wild excitement, collected together late in the evening and went with the children to a place near Troy, where they stayed for a short time till all became quiet
again. The next day a party of men went in search of 3Ir. Dilbone. who was stiU
alive, but died Aug. 20. He was . found lying between two small oaks, on which
his name was afterward carved. One of the trees having died was recently cut
down, the other is still green and has long since overgrown the name. After this
sad affair, the children were taken to a kind of block-house near where their grandfather 3Iillhouse lived. In this neighborhood, John stayed until, some time in 1826,
he married Pamelia Denman and moved on the farm entered by his father. Here
our subject was born ancl raised and still resides, owning 6-^ acres of the old farm
besides 70 acres in Sec. 2. On the 24th of Januarv. 1858. he manied Alvira Balzell, who was born in 3Iercer Co. in 1840. and left an orphan quite young, when
she was brought to 3Iiami Co.; for some years previous to her marriage, she supported herself by weeks' work ; she was an exemplary and happy wife until her
health declined. In April, 1875, while at church, she was attacked with a faintness. and vvas never able to sit up a whole day at a time until death called her
to that land whence no traveler returns ; the last six weeks of her life she
suffered unspeakably, not being able to turn in bed without assistance ; notwithstanding, she bore her afflictions with meekness and patience, departing this life
Dec. 21, 1875, a consistent member ofthe Christian Church. She was the mother
•of seven children, leaving four to the care of her husband—31ary E., born Aug.
•30. 1858. now 3Irs. Leckey; Joseph F., April 14. 1861, who met his death by the
accidental discharge of a gun while hunting on the day of his sisters wedding,
J a n . 16. 1878 ; Emma J., Sept. 8, 1863, and^Elmer AA'.. May 17. 1870. Since her
sister's marriage, Emma has been her father's only help. •
AA'. A. DUNCAN, farmer; P. 0 . Piqua. The above-named is a native of
Aliami Co., born Dec. 9, 1845, ancl was brought up to agricultural pursuits;
received a common education. On J u n e 26, 1871. united in marriage vvith 31, J ,
Leonard, who was born in 3Iay, 1840. and is a daughter of John and 3Iargaret
.(Avery) Leonard; 3Ir. and 3Irs. ~SY. A.. Duncan are the parents of one son. S. Franklin,
who was born November. 1873; at the time of his marriage. Air. Duncan owned
no real estate, but since has purchased and now owns 100 acres of fine land in
Sec. 26, with good buildings ; he is finely situated, aucl prepared to enjoy life comfortably.
SA3IUEL DUNCAN, farmer; P. 0 . P i q u a ; born Nov. 9. 1815. in 3Iiami
Co., and is a son of Amos Duncan, born in North Carolina, Feb. 27, 1782, and
•during life engaged in farming : in 1805. came to Greene Co.. Ohio, where he
united in marriage with Rachel Coats, who was born in North Carolina; in 1808,
came t o Miami Co., where he died July 1, 1868. and his wife in 1843. Mr. Duncan
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remained at home, devoting his summer months to farming, attending school
in the winter. In 1840, married Elizabeth Gilbert, who died Dec. 4. 1841. One
child was the fruit of this union. In January, 1843, he united in marriage with
Catherine Haines, who was a native of Pennsylvania, and by this union have two
children, Francis C, bora April 16, 1856, and AA7. A., whose sketch appears in this
work. About 1840, Samuel Duncan began to accumulate some wealth and now
owns 370 acres in 3Iiami Co., of which 108 acres lie iu Sec. 20, where he now
resides.
GEORGE DAVIS EDGE, born in Clifton, Greene Co., Ohio, was the son
of George D. Edge and Sarah (Adams) Edge, who settled in 3Iiami Co. in 1803 ;
George D. Edge, Sr., was a native of Appomattox Co., Ara., where his father was
also born in 1750: Obadiah Edge, the grandfather of George, Jr., settled in Delaware about 1730, the familv originally coming from England. Obadiah Edge, the
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was a strong patriot during the Revolution, but, being a minister—a 3Iethodist, one of the earliest—was not in the service ; in the war of 1812,3Ir. Edge's father responded to the call of his country, and
while in the service contracted a disease, of which he died, leaving a widow and
two sons, Jesse and George D., the latter being only 6 months old; his widow
(3Ir. Edge's mother) survived him over sixty years, living to the 90th year of her
age. 3Ir. Edge was married to Sophia Woodward in Fairfield, Ohio, by Rev.
James Laws, April 7, 1833; they are the parents of eight children, viz., James
Laws, George D., AVilliam 31., Anna 3Iaria. Louisa Jane. Charles Elliott. Henrv
Clay and Sarah Ellen. After teaching school two years in that vicinity, 3Ir. Edge
emigrated, with his young familv, to the then wilds of Northern Indiana, and in
South Bend engaged in the tanning business; in 1843. he removed to Greenville,
111., only stopping there a short time, and going back to South Bend, and remaining there until 1849, when he removed, with his family, to his present location,
where he has continued to reside. 31 r. Edge is a fair sample of the typical American, coming up from nothing to a fair competence : three of his sons. James,
George and AAilliam, were in the Union army ; his four boys, as well as himself,
are all Republicans. Although always a strong partisan, he has never been a
candidate for office.
ROBERT GINN, retired weaver, Piqua. The subject of this sketch was born
in Ireland in 1805, and, when quite young, learned the weavers trade : at 17 years
of age, he emigrated to America and engaged in the above business in Philadelphia ; meeting with fair success, he, by economy, iaid by a small sum of money ;
in 1833, he came to Ohio and located in Steubenville. and. in 1839. removed to
3Iiami Co. and settled in Piqua. where he has accumulated property amounting to
some $5,000, and resides on 31 ain street. Lot 1.051. His marriage with Jane Graham was celebrated in Philadelphia in 1825 ; she was born in Ireland in 1803. and
came to Philadelphia in 1824 ; she died in 1835 ; four children were born to them,
of whom three are deceased ; the living one. Frances, was born Sept. 13, 1829.
He married, for his second wife. 3Iargaret Brown ; she was born in Pennsylvania
about 1804, and died in 1879 ; they, by this union, had two children, viz., Eleanor,
born in Piqua, July 5,1842, died in 1861, and 3Iargaret. now 31rs. L. C. Cron, whose
biography appears in this work. On Dec. 25. 1879. he celebrated his third marriage, with Charlotte Strafer ; she was born in Germany in 1830 and came to America in 1835. I n 1824, 3Ir. Ginn's sister came from Ireland and was married to 3Ir.
3Ioore ; he being deceased, she now resides with her brother.
LEA 7 I HOUSER. farmer and stock-raiser; P. 0 . Piqua; was born in this
county 3Iay 20.1823, and is a son of John Houser. now deceased, Levi vvas raised
on the farm and received a common-school education ; at 26 years of age. he had
accumulated nearly $600, which he invested in his present farm of 80 acres, in
Sec. 23, Spring Creek Township ; this farm he has transformed from a wild state
to a good degree of improvement, and is now in easy circumstances ; for the past
few years, his time has been directed to handling stock, which he has made a success. His m a n i a g e with Christena Whitney was celebrated 31 arch 29. 1849 ; she
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was born in AA'arren Co., Ohio, Sept. 26, 1829, and is a daughter of Francis and
Abigail AVhitney ; 3Ir. and 3Irs. Houser are the parents of five children, viz.,
Ephraim AV., born 31arch 11, 1850 ; 3Iartin J., born Nov. 28, 1852 ; 3Iargaret E.,
born 31arch 12.1855 ; Samuel A., born Dec. 28, 1860, and Abbie A., born Sept. 3,
1862 ; Mr. Houser has. forthe past few years, resigned the working of his farm
to his two sons, and it is now cultivated by Samuel A., who is an industrious and
dutiful son.
J O H N B. HOUSER, farmer ; P. 0 . Piqua; was born in 3Iontgomery Co.,
Ohio, April 13. 1821. and when but a boy, came with his parents to this county,
locating on Sec. 5, where he nobly assisted his father in opening out a farm, and
waving fields of grain are now seen where the unbroken forest stood. About 1848,
J o h n B. bought his present farm of 80 acres, in Sec. 11, which has undergone a
great change since in his possession ; good barns and a substantial house have
taken the place of the round-log house and stable. Sept. 12. 1850, he married R.
B. AA'hitney. born in AA'arren Co.. Ohio, Alarch 7. 1831, and who departed this life,
Alarch 5, 1880: by this union they had one daughter, now 3Irs. Speelman, who,
since the death of her mother, has resided with her husband and family, on the
farm with Air. Houser.
AV. B. HUNTER, farmer ; P. O. Piqua ; was born in Aliami Co., November,
1831, where he was brought up to agiicultural pursuits, and united in marriage
with Susan E. Hanna, November, 1854, she being born in Pennsylvania December, 1830, dying in 1870. was interred in the Upper Piqua Cemetery. Mr. and
31rs. Hunter were the parents of four cliildren—Laura L., Emma E., now 3Irs.
AA7oollen ; Samuel AA7. and Clara C. Our subject, being the only child of his parents,
at their death inherited their estate, and now owns 70 acres of laud in Sec. 26,
valued at about $5,000.
J. AA7. KEYT. farmer; P. O. Piqua: wasbora in Piqua in 1822, and is a son of John
Keyt. who was born in New Jersey about 1788 ; the elder 3Ir. Keyt removed, in
1808. to New York City, where he engaged in carpentering until 1814, at which
time he came to Piqua, continuing the same trade ; in 1817. he married 3Iargaret
AAidney. who was born in Pennsylvania on April 21, 1799 ; eight children were
born to them, of whom five are now living; in the spring of 1850, John Keyt
went to the Far AA'est with a view of obtaining gold, and in the following July he
passed from the stage of life; his widow survived in Piqua until Alarch 9, 1857,
when she, too, passed away. Our subject was brought up to agricultural pursuits,
which has been his chief occupation; in 1846, he bought his present farm in Sec.
31, aucl has since added to it by purchase, until he now owns 165 acres, from which
he receives a good annual income. In February, 1846. he married Rachel Barringc?
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ton ; she was born in Piqua in 1824; they had five children, all now living—John
W., AAilliam R., Sarah J., Caroline R. ancl Emma E. The parents of 3Irs. Keyt,
AVilliam and Jane (Robb) Barrington, were natives of Philadelphia, and in 1820,
immigrated to Ohio and settled in Piqua, where Air. Barrington started the first
weekly publication of the place, in 1824, entitled the Piqua Gazette; he severed his
final connection as editor of this paper in 1839. when he retired from the press and
was elected Justice of the Peace, which office he was holding at his death in 1840 ;
3Irs. Barrington survived him until 1859, when she. too. passed away.
J O H N P. JOHNSTON, farmer ancl stock-raiser; P. O. Piqua; was born in
Shelby Co., Nov. 13, 1837, and is a great-grandson of Stephen Johnston, a
native of Scotland, who went as drummer-boy with the Scotch Army to Ireland.
If time and space would permit, we could give many interesting scenes of his life ;
having at one time been engaged in a very laborious task, he became quite fatigued
and seated himself on his drum to rest; a cannon ball came rolling and bounding
over the stones and elevations of the earth, knocking the drum from under him,
leaving the boy for a moment without a drum ; soon recovering himself, he seized
the drum and was again ready for d u t y ; after the close of the Scotch and Irish
struggle, he returned to his native place, where he was united in marriage, and
after a few years concluded to make his future home in Ireland. He became the
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possessor of 8 acres of land, which made him quite a wealthy- man. He was t h e
father of two sons, Christopher and Stephen, and, according to the laws of their
native country, Christopher, being the eldest son, inherited his father's estate.
where he lived and died. Stephen, the younger son (our subject's grandfather)
leamed the cabinet-maker's trade, and married, in 1810, Ann Armstrong; they had
two sons born in Ireland—Christopher, born in 1812, and John in 1814; removing to St. Johns' New Brunswick, their family increased to eight in number.
While in New Brunswick, 3Ir. Johnston's eldest son. and several others, one day
boated to an island some distance, to cut what was known as bog-hay, taking provisions sufficient to last a reasonable time. After being on the island a short time,
the party rowed for home leaving 3Ir. Johnson ancl son. In a few clays, they were
in need of food and suffered much. Finding an old and apparently almost worthless boat that had been washed ashore bv the tide, thev gathered grass and
plugged the holes in it, ancl were soon rowing for their home to meet their anxious
family. Here they remained until 1830, when the family, with the exception of
two married members, came to 3Iiami Co.; thence to 3Iercer Co., Ohio, where 3Irs.
Johnston died; in 1864. 3Ir. Johnston and children again came to 31iami Co.,
where Christopher, John's father, is now living. In January, 1863, John P. married Nancy L. AIcDaniel, pf Alercer Co., ancl by this union have four children, viz..
AVilliam R., Fannie, Frank AV. and George. During Air. Johnston's younger days,
he learned engineering and carpentering, but. since 1865, has devoted his attention
partiallv to farming and stock-raising, on his farm of 95 acres, in Sec. 33.
J O H N G. LINDLEY, farmer ; P. 0 . Piqua ; born in Spring Creek Township,
3Iiami Co., Aug. 30, 183S ; is a son of Daniel aud Eleanor (Goble) Lindley ; he
was born J u l y 12, 1800, and came here in a very early day with his father. Zenas
Lindley, who entered 85 acres of land in Sec. 7, Spring Creek Township, and settled
on it with more Indians than whites for neighbors ; Daniel and his brother Demas
did the principal part of the clearing, and. when grown to manhood, Daniel entered
80 acres adjoining the home farm on the north ; of this he cleared about 55 acres.
On the 9th of June, 1825. lie married Jane Constable, with whom he had one
child, which died in infancy. And 3Iarch 15. '. 827. he was united in marriage
with Eleanor Goble, born July 12. 1800 ; by this union they had nine chiidren—
William and James (deceased). Jane. Caleb. Abram. John G., Ellen, Susan ancl
J e r e m i a h ; J o h n always remained at home and followed farming, which, .by his
industry and skill, he makes a success. On J u n e 1, 1865. he married Laura A.
Birely, who was born in Piqua. 31iami Co.. Dec. 25. 1848 ; the fruits of this union
are five children—AVilliam AL, born Alay 24. 1866; Edward F., Oct. 1, 1 8 0 8 ;
Charles L., J u n e 6. 1S71 : 3Iary E.. Sept. 5, 1874 : Jennie A.. July 5. 1877.
GEORGE AV.' LOONEY,Yarnier and stock-raiser ; P. 0 . Piqua ; was born in
Champaign Co., Ohio, Feb. 9. 1819 ; he is a son of Jonathan Looney, who was a
native of A'irginia, and emigrated to Ohio early in the nineteenth century ; he settled
inCliampaign Co., where he manied^and remained there until 1833. when he contracted for 500 acres of land, where the city of Quincy, 111., now is located ; soon
after contracting for the above he started to pay for the same, and on his way at
Louisville, Ky.. was stricken with cholera and died ; his money was stolen (it is
supposed, by his nurse) ; this misfortune left the family in very straitened circumstances ; in 1834, the widow ancl family emigrated to Allen Co., Ohio, where they
entered 80 acres of wild land ; all hands assisted in clearing away the dense
forest, which in time was accomplished ; there they remained until 1853, at which
time theyT came to 3Iiami Co., and in the following year G. W. purchased 95 acres
of his present farm ; he has since added to it by purchase, until he now owns 217 acres
in Sees. 19 and 25,whichis valued at about $100 per acre ; he has erected fine, substantial farm buildings, second to none in the township ; on his buildings and contents he canies a policy of insurance of $12,200. 3Ir. Looney's marriage with
Charlotte Hardman was celebrated in 1845, after which they cared for his mother
until her death, which occurred in 1857 ; 3Ir. and Mrs. Looney spent many hard
days' work on his present farm : she nobly assisted him in opening out the farm,
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but after all the toilsome years, in 1875, she was caUed hence. 31 r. Looney married, for his second wife, 3Iary Negley ; by this union they have two children, viz.,
George AA7? and Lee B.; the ancestors ofthe Looney family originaUy came to this
country with William Penn.
31. C. LYON & SON, farmers; P. 0. Piqua. 31. C. Lyon was born in Hamilton Co., Ohio, Oct. 22, 1808, and is a son of Samuel Lyon, who was born in New
Jersey in 1780, and was brought up to farm labor, receiving a medium education ;
in 1792, he emigrated to Cincinnati, where he married 3Iargaret Pendry ; in 1831,
they came to 3Iiami Co., where he died in 1860, and she in 1865 ; their children
were ten in number, of whom all lived to maturity. 3Iathias Lyon, the grandfather of our subject, was of English birth, and came to America about the middle
of the eighteenth century, stopping in New Jersey, where he married, and where
he ancl the most of the family, probably, died. 31. C. Lyon was brought up to
hard work, and received a limited education ; he came to 3Iiami Co. about the
time that his father came, and located in Spring Creek Township, where he has
spent nearly half a century ; since residing in this county, many changes have
taken place, a part of which was done by the manual and physical exertions of
31. C. Lyon ; he has. through industry and good management, accumulated nearly.
300 acres of good land, of which 55 acres lie in Sec. 14, where he has good, substantial farm buildings, and is well situated. I'pon Dec. 15. 1831, his marriage
with Cynthia Ann Day was celebrated ; their children are nine in number, of
whom seven are now living. J. D. Lyon, the junior member of the family, was
born in 3Iiami Co. 3Iay 11. 1839, and was brought up to farm labor, receiving a
medium education. On Sept. 17, 1861. he enlisted in Co. K. 1st 0. Y. I., to
shoulder the weapon of war and defend his native country ; while in the service,
he participated in the battles of Pittsburg Landing. Chickamauga, 3Iission Ridge,
and all the trials and hardships of Sherman's march from Chattanooga to Atlanta ;
soon after this his time expired and he was discharged ; thus we record an outline
of J. D. Lyon's military life and hardships, that may be handed down to our
future generations, that they may look back over the pages of this history, and
learn through what difficulties and trials their ancestors have passed. LTpon Dec.
28, 1864. J. D. Lyon married 31artha 3IcKee ; she was born in Shelby Co., Ohio ;
her death occurred 3Iarch 3. 1866, leaving husband and one child to mourn her
loss ; he for his second wife married 3Iary R. 3Iorrow ; she was born 3Iay 1,
1847 ; they have by this union three children.
JA3IES L. LYON, farmer : P. 0. Piqua ; was born in Hamilton Co., Ohio. June
21, 1826. and is a son of Samuel Lyon, whose biography will appear under 31. C.
Lyon's memoir. J. L. was brought up to farming, and came to this county in
1831. June 26, 1849, married Caroline Smith, vvho was born in Rockbridge Co.,
Va., 3Iay 7. 1827. and came to Ohio about 1842 ; the fruits of this union have
been seven children, of whom two are now dead. viz.. Anna 31.. born Nov. 28,1852,
died 3Iarch 21, 1853 ; Carrie P.. born June 29, 1866. died Sept. 6. 1868 : the living
are AV. R., born Nov. 7, 1850 ; Alargaret E., born Aug. 3. 1854. now 3Irs. R. G.
Knox ; 31 ary B., torn 3Iarch 1. 1857. now 3Irs. A. S. Tabler; Samuel P.. born
Aug. 1859. now in dry-goods store in Sidney ; Clark 31.. born Oct. 22, 1861.
Our subject and family are members of the 31ethodist Episcopal Church. He
is nicely located on his farm of 74 acres, in Sees. 15 and 21.
AVILLIA3IW. 3IcFARLAND, retired farmer ; P.O. Piqua. To another ofthe earlysettlers of 3Iiami Co. we are pleased to record a space ; he was born in Greene Co.,
Ohio, Dec. 5, 1804, and is a son of AA'illiam 3IcFarland. a native of America, born
April 6, 1763 ; he was one ofthe patriots of the Revolutionary struggle, and also
in the war of 1812. In 1785. he married Rebecca Kirkpatrick, who was bom Jan.
4, 1770 ; they had a large family of children, of whom William W. is the only
one now living. William 3IcFarland. Sr. (the grandfather of our subject), was
born in Ireland, and married Elizabeth Kirkpatrick, who was a native of Wales ;
they came to America at a very early day, where he died at the age of 102 years,
and she, also, Uving to a very old age. WiUiam W. 3IcFarland came to this county

510

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

in 1830, and purchased 40 acres of land ; by good business habits and industrythrough his transactions in buying, entering and selling land, he has increased his real
estate until he now possesses over 200 acres of land, Of which, 18 acres join the corporation of Piqua, in Sec. 31. The marriage of Air. 3IcFarland with Freelove Rail was
celebrated Dec. 20,1828 ; she was born in Clark Co., Ohio, April 4, 1811; their
children are as follows, viz., Jacob B.. born Nov. 11, 1829, died 3Iarch 20, 1840 ;
WiUiam, born J u n e 11. 1832, died Jan. 12, 1875 ; J o h n H., born July 8. 1834, died
Oct. 3, 1865 ; Sarah, born Sept. 4, 1836, died Nov. 5, 1836 ; Louisa J., born Oct.
21, 1837, now 3Irs. Riffle : James B.. born Aug. 17. 1840 ; Smith S., born J a n . 22,
1842, died Sept. 18,1849 ': Delila A., born Dec. 25, 1844. died Alay 26, 1849.
W3I. J . 3IcKNIGHT, farmer; P. O. Piqua ; who was born in Shelby Co.,
Ohio, Aug. 18, 1837, is a son of Joseph and 3Iary 3IcKnight; he was brought up
on a farm, ancl has always followed that business. O n t h e 12th of October, 1858, he
married Elizabeth A. Bull ; she died 3Iav 6, 1868. leaving three children—Joseph
T. (born April 5, 1860), AV. R. (born Alarch 23, 1862), and E. E. (born 3Iarch 21,
1864); the two older are attending school at Ada, Harding Co.. Ohio ; at the
death of his wife, 3Ir. 3IcKnight's sister stayed with him ancl kept house, taking
care of the children until Jan. 4, 1871. He was again united in marriage with
3Iary E. 3Iorrow, daughter of J a m e s ancl 3Iary 3Iorrow. residents of Shelby Co..
who was born Nov. 12, 1838 ; the fruits of this union are three children—Ida L.
(born July 6, 1873), Araminta (born Feb. 25,1875), 3Iary L. (born J u l y 25. 1877).
Mr. and 3Irs. 3IcKnight and the two sons are worthy members of the United Presbyterian Church.
DAVID 3IANSON, farmer, now Township Trustee ; P. 0 . P i q u a : was born
in this county in 1823. ancl is a son of 31orton 3Ianson, who was born in Pennsylvania Jan. 5, 1796 ; early in the nineteenth century he came with his parents
to this county, where he, on Dec. 31, 1818, married Catherine Smith, who was born
J u n e 25, 1796 ; she died about 1855. and he in the same month followed her to
her long resting-place. David was brought up to farming, and received an ordinary education, and, in 1848. married Elizabeth Covault. vvho was born in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, in 1833, and is a daughter of Thomas B. ancl Phebia Covault ;
he was a native of this county, ancl she of A'irginia ; David Alanson and wife are
the parents of eight cliildren, viz.. Catherine, Clara C , J a m e s L., J o h n H., Iza D..
Harie W., 3Iemery 31. ancl Rilla 31.; in 1857, they located where they now live, and
own 80 acres of .land in Sec. 12 ; he has for nine years held his present office of
Township Trustee.
E L I A S 3IILLER. retired farmer; P. O. P i q u a ; was born in New Jersey
Nov. 9, 1792, and is a son of Jacob ancl Lucretia (3Iarsh) Miller ; their marriage
was celebrated during the war of Independence ; Jacob was a native of New Jersey,
bora March 18, 1747, died May 2. 1814 ; Lucretia was also a native of the same
State, born 3Iarch 19, 1759. deceased ; the ancestors of Lucretia were originally
from Wales; the children of Jacob and wife were eight in number, viz.. Sarali
(born Dec. 21, 1778, died April 2. 1839), Joanna ( b o r n ' J u l v 2, 1782. died J u l y 5,
1871), Jacob (born J u l y 23, 1787, died Feb. 12, 1814), Joshua (born J u n e 3. 1790,
died 3Iarch 1, 1824), Elias (born Nov. 9, 1792); Hannah (born Nov. 25. 1795, died
April 17, 1834), Huldah (born 3Iay 4, 1798, died about 1856 ; Ellis (born Aug. 17,
1800, died July, 1862). Elias was brought up to farm labor; in 1838. he carae
West, purchased his present farm of 160 acres, in Sec. 11, Spring Creek Township, which he gi'eatly improved, and has for many years enjoyed the fruits of
his labors. On Dec. 26, 1816, in his native State, he married Catharine 3Ioore ;
they, by this union, had nine children, viz., Rebecca A. (born Dec. 17. 1817, died
1852), Ellis (born Jan. 24, 1819, died Sept. 22, 1872), Lucretia (born 3Iay 19,
1821), Hannah (born Oct. 2, 1823), Phileth (born Nov. 11, 1826), Philip (born
AprU 2, 1828), Mary (born Feb. 18, 1830), J o h n (born April 27, 1832), Elias J.,
(bom J u l y 13, 1834); Elias and Catharine have of their descendants forty-four
grandchildren and twenty-seven great-grandchildren; of the great-grandchildren, Mary Hetzler is the only one now married ; her marriage with Freeman
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Weatherhead was celebrated Dec. 25, 1879 ; they now live with their great-grandparents, and assist in caring for them ; on Nov. 9, 1879, Mr. Miller, to his utter
surprise, was met in his house by many ofthe above descendants, and other friends
and. relatives to celebrate his 87th birthday, each one coming with their
baskets bountifully filled ; a table was soon spread with the rich and substantial
viands which kind hands had brought; the table was first surrounded by the
eldest, next by the younger, etc., to the youngest; the afternoon was enjoyed in
social entertainment. 3Irs. 3Iiller was born in Kentucky Jan. 24, 1795 ; she is a
daughter of Gershom and Anna 3Ioore; they were the parents of nine children,
of whom Catherine is the only one now living.
Y>7ILLIA3I 3IILLER. farmer ; P. 0. Piqua; was born in Lost Creek Township, 3Iiami Co., Nov. 10,1811; is a son of Abram Miller and a grandson of Phelix
Aliller, who was of English descent, and born in Baltimore, 3IcL, about 1727 ; in
1741, he entered upon an apprenticeship at gunsmithing, and followed his trade
until about 1747, when he enlisted on a British man-of-war ; was promoted to
Lieutenant in the subsequent part of his service, which terminated in 1754 ; he
then returned to Baltimore, and, in 1758, married Elizabeth Horn ; she was of
German birth, and born in 1738 ; eleven children are the fruits of this marriage ;
of these, ten lived to the age of maturity ; after his marriage he kept a hotel in
Baltimore, until, in 1779, he sold out and again commenced working at his trade,
which lie followed the remainder of his days ; his death occurred in 1794, but his
widow survived until 1821, when she, too, passed away. Abram Miller was born
in Baltimore, Aid., April 21, 1781 ; he received a liberal education, and, in 1795,
went to work at the mason's trade, which he followed through life ; in November
of 1806, he emigrated to AVarren Co., and the following spring built the foundation and chimneys of, and plastered, the first house of worship built by the Shakers
in that county ; he came to Aliami Co., settling in Lost Creek Township, in 1809,
and built the first stone chimney in the village of Troy (there were no bricks to be
had there at that time); having moved near Piqua, in 1816, he built the first brick
house erected in Spring Creek Township. In 1801, he was united in marriage
with Eleanor 3Ianson, who was born in York Co., Penn., in April, 1781; by this
union they had twelve children, of whom eight lived to rear families ; he died in
October, 1847, ancl she in September, 1855. 31r. 3Iiller received an ordinary education, and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits ; in 1834, he bought 40
acres of land in the vicinity of Piqua, which he sold and bought 94 acres in Sec.
32, where he now resides ; 3Ir. Miller also followed teaming for a number of years.
In 1840, he married 3Iartha Hawthorn, who was born in 3Iiami Co. in 1825 ; they
are the parents of twelve children, of whom three died in infancy and three in
youth ; two of the remaining six are married and four are at home.
C. R. 3IILLHOUSE, farmer; P. O. Piqua; was born in 3Iiami Co. Feb. 7,
1832, ancl is a grandson of John 3Iillhouse. born in Pennsylvania in 1746 ; married to 3Iargaret De Farn, who was born in Pennsyh-ania in 1758 ; they had six
children, of whom five came with their parents to Ohio in 1806 and settled near
Dayton, but, in 1808, came to 3Iiami Co., being among the early pioneers of this
county ; they bought a quarter of Sec. 21, in this township, where John 3Iillhouse
died in 1825, and his wife in 1831. C. R. is a son of David and Louisa (Gearhart)
3Iillhouse; he was born in Pennsylvania 3Iarch 2, 1802, and she Oct. 21, 1809 ;
they had eleven children, viz., John, deceased Oct. 16. 1837 ; 3Iargaret A„ became
Mrs. Sethwood, died 3Iay 12, 1864 ; Alorris, born June 21, 1830 ; C. R., David L.,
deceased Aug. 4, 1837 ; Jacob J., now a practicing physician in Shelby Co., Ohio ;
Leander, deceased Sept. 12, 1849 ; George R., now a physician in Allen Co., Ohio;
Mary E., now 3Irs. Kefer, of Indiana; Isaiah, now a resident of this county-; Jennie, deceased at the age of 20 years 7 months and 15 days. Our subject, C. R.,
united in marriage with Sarah A. Winans Nov. 6, 1856, and they are the parents
of eleven children, viz., Mary E., bora 3Iay 20, 1858; David E., born Sept. 21,
1859 ; John H., bom Dec. 29, 1860 ; Charles F., born May 1, 1862 ; Laura J., bom
Dec. 7, 1863 ; LiUian L., born Sept. 21, 1865, deceased Jan. 29, 1866 ; Louisa C,
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bom July 18, 1867; Jacob V., bom Feb. 16, 1869 ; Edgar, born Feb. 28, 1871 ;
Alma, bom Feb. 19, 1873 ; George A., born Jan. 2, 1877. Soon after Mr. 3IU1house's marriage, he moved to Shelby Co., Ohio, where they remained until 1877,
when they located on the farm where they now reside, in Sec. 21, Spring Creek
Township.
MADISON 3IILLHOUSE, farmer and stock raiser; P. 0. Piqua; who was
bom in Miami Co., on the farm he now owns ; his birth occurred Aug. 14, 1843;
he is a grandson of John 3Iillhouse, who was a native of 3Iaryland ; there he
arrived at manhood and married ; his wife died near the close of the eighteenth
century ; in 1800, John 31illhouse emigrated to Ohio ancl entered 3Iadison's present farm; he then returned to his native State, where he remained until 1801,
when he the second time came AVest; in a few months, he married Aliss 3Iargaret
Boyer, who was a native of Virginia; her father, Lewis Boyer, was one of the
patriots of the Revolutionary army ; also one of Gen. AVashington's life guards
in 1776; John and 3Iargaret 3Iillhouse were the parents of eleven children ; this
family endured all the hardships of pioneers of 31iami Co. ; John 3Iillhouse died
about 1845, and 3Iargaret in 1866. 3Iadison 31illhouse is a son of Jacob 31111house, who was born in 3Iiami Co. 3Iay 8, 1814 ; he was brought up to agricultural pursuits and nobly assisted his father in clearing away the unbroken forest,
where, in 1880, waving fields of grain are seen : the marriage of Jacob 3IillhOuse
with Frances Johnson was celebrated about 1841: Frances was born in Clinton
Co., Ohio, March 28,1815, ancl died in 3Iiami Co! 3Iarch 28, 1844; Jacob 31111house departed this life June 20, 1871 ; by the above marriage, there were two
children, viz., 3Iargaret, born Nov. 27, 1841, died Dec. 1, I860, and 3Iadison; he
being the only heir at his father's death, lie inherited his estate. 3Iadison, in his
boyhood days, received a limited education, ancl was taught the principles of farm
life by his father, which he applies on his land, in Sees. 6 ancl 12. Spring Creek
Township ; this farm, previous to falling in his possession, was under good cultivation, but has greatly improved under his care, and acquired many valuable
buildings. His marriage with Sarah AA7. Furrow was celebrated April 17, 1867 ;
they, by this union, have one child—Albertie, born Feb. 24, 1868 ; Airs. Millhouse
was born June 25, 1845, in Spring Creek Township, 31iami Co., Ohio.
WILLIAM C. MOORE, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua. He was born in Pennsylvania
in 1810, and is the son of Jacob 3Ioore, who was a native of A7irginia, born in 1787.
In 1809, he married Isabelle Chestnut, who was born in Virginia about 1785,
died in Shelby Co., Ohio, in 1878, ancl he in the same county in 1858 ; eight children were born to them, of whom five are now living; William C, is the
oldest, who, Feb. 1, 1838, married Hannah Miller, who was born in Pennsylvania, April 9, 1818, and is the daughter of John B. and Sarah Miller,
who were of German descent;, they both died in this county, she 3Iarch
21, 1841 ; he survived her until April 9, 1846. when he, too, passed
away; six children were born to them, of whom four are yet living;
Mr. and 3Irs. 3Ioore have by their union one son, who was born in Shelby Co.,
Ohio, July 11, 1838, and was brought up on a farm. Aug. 21, 1858, he married
Josepliine Fletcher, who was born in 3Iaryland Dec. 16, 1835, and came to Ohio
in 1858 ; they are the parents of three children, viz., William E., born 3Iarch 23,
1862 ; Mellie B., Oct. 20, 1864 ; Charlie G., Sept. 31, 1870. Mr. 3Ioore came to
this county in I860, and bought his present farm, which at that time consisted of
128 acres, and has since added to it, until he now owns a full quarter of Sec. 15,
which is well tilled and produces a good annual income.
PAUL N. S. PENCE, teacher and farmer; P. O. Piqua. He was born in this
county in 1835, and is the son of Paul Pence, Sr.. who was a native of A7irginia,
born in 1800, and came to Warren Co., Ohio, in 1811, with his parents; he afterward came to this county, and in 1821, married Mary Newport, who was born in
Warren Co., Ohio, in 1801 ; they were the parents of eight children, of whom Paul
is the seventh, who was brought up to agricultural pursuits, and in 1865, married
Margaret A. Sayers. who was bom in this county in 1841, and is a
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daughter of Samuel and J a n e (Sims) Sayers; 31r. Sayers was bom in this county and
his wife in A7irginia ; 3Ir. and 31rs. Pence have by their union three sons, viz.,
Arthur L. 31., born J a n 15. 1870 ; Harry B., 3Iay 31, 1872 ; Frank 31., July 31,
1874. 3Ir. Pence is located on his farm of 112 acres in Sec. 18, where he "held
the office of Township Treasurer eleven years, Trustee one year, and has taught
school since 1854, with the exception of two winters.
GEORGE AV. RUSSELL, farmer; P. 0 . P i q u a ; was born in Spring Creek
Township, Aliami Co., 3Iarch 28, 1834; is a son of Vinage and Alary (AVeeks) Russell ; he vvas born in Pennsylvania, and came to this county at a very early day,
with his father, vvho entered 160 acres of land in Spring Creek Township, and, by
the aid of his family, cleared and improved it. On Dec. 25. 1828, A7inage Russell
was united in marriage with Alary AVeeks, who was born in A7irginia March 26,
1812; they have been married and have lived together over fifty-one years ; their
golden wedding was celebrated Dec. 25, 1878, at which time, also, the marriage of
the eldest daughter of George A\7. Russell was solemnized ; there were about seventy-five guests present; twelve of whom were over 60 years old, and one couple
whose golden wedding had been celebrated the previous year. They are the
parents of four children—John AA7. of Toledo. George AA'.. James, deceased, and
Mary Jane, now 3Irs. Rhodehamel, of Indianapolis. Mr. Russell has always lived
on the old farm and now occupies the house in which he was born. By his indomitable energy ancl economy, he has succeeded in getting 110 acres o f t h e old farm,
and about 175 acres besides, in three separate tracts, making in all about 285
acres of good land, and well improved, with only about 34 acres of timber. On the
10th of January, 1856, he married 3Iary A. Caven, a native of Spring Creek Township, born Nov. 26, 1834 ; she was a daughter of David and Keturah (Denman)
Caven, who were also old settlers here. The fruits of this union are four children
—Flora, born Oct. 28, 1856; 31ary Jane, Sept. 9. I860 ; Alice 31., J u n e 3, 1862,
and David AVard, Alarch 23, 1866. 3Ir. Russell, wife and daughters, are exemplary
members of the Baptist Church.
J O H N SCHNEYER, P. O. Piqua. Among the important features of enterprise in 3Iiami Co.. is the extensive furniture manufactory of Cron & Co., of
whom 3Ir. Schneyer is the eldest member; this firm has a capital of upward of
$50,000, and is composed of the following members, viz.: John Schneyer and L
C. and W. L. Cron ; our subject was born in Germany 3Iarch 22, 1814. and is of.
German descent, his father being the second son of a family of four children ; he
was born in 1792, and during his life vvas prominently engaged in the distillery,
brewing and hotel business, in connection with fanning ; he died in 1872, at the
advanced age of SO years, his wife having died eight years previous; they were
the parents of ten cliildren, of whom the following lived to years of maturity, viz. : John. Tobias L., Anna 31.. Alary. George, Christiana, Caroline and
Catharine ; Air. Schneyer, as is customary in Germany, was apprenticed to learn
a trade, and. after completing the same, remained in his native country until
1840, when he emigrated to America, landing in Baltimore ; after being employed six months as farm laborer in Pennsylvania, he came to Piqua. ancl for
four years was engaged in the manufacture of wagons; he then engaged
in the brewing business, and followed the above branches of business until 1866,
when he purchased his present farm of 160 acres, upon which he then located and
where he has since lived ; in 1869, he associated with his present partners in the
furniture business, wliich has been very successful; a card o f t h e same .will be
found in the directory of Piqua, in another part of this work. 3Ir. S. has been
twice married, the maiden narae of his first wife was Catharine Christ, their marriage being celebrated in Germany in 1834. Upon Jan. 9, 1S44. his marriage was
celebrated with Elizabeth Roth, a native of Switzerland, born Feb. 15, 1822 ; her
father, Samuel Roth, was born in 1790, and served in the army under Napoleon
Bonaparte, for a period of four years ; his marriage with Anna 31. Howalt, was
celebrated in 1811, and by this union had nine children, of whom all save 31 rs.
Schneyer are deceased, viz., Rosanna, bom 1810, died 1852, leaving nine chUdren
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—A. Barbara, bora 1811, died 1859, leaving two children ; John, born 1813, died
1860, leaving three children ; Alary, born 1817, died 1853, leaving nine children ;
Jacob, died in infancy ; Elizabeth, now 3Irs. S. ; Anna, died in infancy ; Jacob,
born 1825, died 1856 ; Joseph died in infancy. 3Ir. and 31rs. Schneyer are the
parents of nine children, viz., Lewis, born Nov. 18, 1844, died Oct. 9, 1848 ; Carlie
31., born Sept. 10, 1846, now Mrs. John Beissmann ; Carl, born Sept. 10, 1848 ;
Ernest A., Dec. 25, 1850 ; Lewis J., Feb. 20, 1853 ; August J., Dec. 15, 1856 ;
Amelia C , Sept. 3, 1858; Herman J., 3Iarch 12, 1862 ; Franklin P., April 9, 1865.
CHARLES SCHOPP3IEIER, retired farmer ; P. O. Piqua ; was born in Germany, in 1814 ancl is a son of Johu and Frecy (Lesman) Schoppmeier; he was
born in 1790, and died. 1832 ; his wife was born 1784, and died, 1833 ; five children were the fruits of their union, of whom Charles is the only one now living in
America. In 1836 and 1837, he served as 3Iessenger under the present Emperor
of Prussia, and in 1847, landed in New York City, thence to Dayton, Ohio;
after making several changes, he, in 1858, came to this county, and in 1860
bought his present farm in Sec. 18, which first consisted of 100 acres, but since,
he has sold 50 acres. On July 22, 1851, he married Anna Anda, who was born in
Reading, Penn., in 1822, and in 1834, came to Ohio ; one child is the fruit of their
union, viz., Anna, born in 1852, and Jan. 22,1876, married John Freirdraan, who was
born in this county in 1855 ; they have now three children, viz., Anna 31., John J.,
Frank A.
J O H N SHARP, farmer ; P. O. Piqua. To the above name, we are pleased to
accord a space in this volume; he vvas born in Ireland in 1814, and is a son of
WiUiam and Jane (Ginn) Sharp, who were both natives of Ireland, where they
lived and died. John was the only child born to them ; he was raised to farming,
and in 1833, emigrated to United States and located in Piqua, this county, where
he, in 1852, married Sarah A. Correll, who was a native of New Jersey, and is a
daughter of John B. and Sarah Correll, who were both born in New Jersey, and
are now dead. John and Sarah Sharp are the parents of four children, viz., Sarah
J., Mary E., Rebecca C. and Bayard. After the above marriage, they made several
changes, bought and sold land several times, mostly out of this county, but in
1870, bought their present farm of 80 acres, in Sec. 15, whereon they moved, and
are now comfortably situated for life.
CHRISTIAN SHULZ, farmer ; P. O. Piqua ; born in Germany Dec. 20,1833 ;
he is a son of George Shulz, who was born in Germany, 1801, and was brought up
to agricultural pursuits, which he followed through life, until his death in 1866.
I n 1833, he married Catherine Stine, who was born in Germany in 1810, and died
in 1878; nine children were born to them, of whom seven are now living—
Christian is the only one now living in United States, where he came in 1855, and
followed various pursuits, but finally learned the cooper's trade, which he followed
thirteen years ; in 1875, he bought his present farm, in Sees. 25 and 30. 3Iarch
31, 1859, he married Catherine Stine, who was born in Germany in 1833, and came
with her parents to United States in 1846, who are now both dead. Seven children are the fruits of Christian and Catherine Shulz's union, viz., Charles F.,
George H., Edward J., Emma U., Catherine 31., AA'illiam C. and Albert.
J O H N S3IALL, retired farmer, Sec. 23 ; P. O. P i q u a ; was born in AA7arren
Co., Ohio, J u n e 16, 1801, and is a son of Andrew Small, who was born in Scotland
Feb. 17, 1756, where he spent his boyhood days in the Scotch school, and, at the
age of 12 years, came with his parents to Pennsylvania, where they located in
1868 ; there they lived and died ; and Andrew, about 1785, in Pennsylvania, married Margaret Long, who was a native of that State, bom about 1765, and died in
Warren Co. April 12, 1823, and he died March 1, 1840. They had nine children,
of whom three are yTet living; the oldest sister, who now lives on the old home
farm in Warren Co., Ohio, at an advanced age; one brother, in Shelby Co., Ohio,
also quite old, and John, who came to this county in 1833, and settled in the
woods, on a part of what is now known as the Madison Millhouse farm, and a part
of what is to-day known as the James Patterson farm; this he improved from its
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wild condition to a good degree of cultivation; in 1855, he sold it and bought his
present farm of 80 acres, where he has since resided. Mr. Small has in his life
been a remarkable hunter of deer, ancl such other kinds of game as might be
found in the regions where he traversed. The first inducement for him to go to
some hunting-point was to regain his health, which he did through the advice of
his family physician ; he was to drink the blood of the deer, and since that period,
which has been a number of years,'he has taken a hunt each autumn until the last
two ; sometimes to the mountains of this State and several times to 3Iinnesota:
even now. though nearlv fourscore vears of age. he takes a walk of four or five
miles, with his gun, every suitable clay, and enjoys good eyesight aud health. His
marriage with Miss 3Iargaret K. Betson, was celebrated in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio,
on Sept. 26, 1822 ; she was born in New Jersey Nov. 13. 1801, and when but
about 11 months old. her parents came to Ohio ; they were both natives of New
Jersey : the father was born in 1779. and died at the age of 68 : the mother was
born about 1785 and died at the age of 73. 3Ir. Small and wife have had ten children, viz.. John B.. born Aug. 9. 1823. died 1827 : Andrew L., born July 28, 1825.
died Dec. 4. 1875 : 3Iartha A., born Dec 1. 1827 : Daniel P.. Dec. 3. 1829. died
Oct. 17. 1868 : David B.. born Nov. 3. 1832 : James T.. Jan. 4. 1836 -.Francis 31..
Oct. 26. 1838: John Betson, J a n 9. 1841. died J u n e 26. 1879 : Marv 31.. born
Sept. 23, 1845; Lewis C. Jan. 13. 1848. Jan. 1. 1880, about 10 A. 31., ou looking through their window, they beheld, with utter surprise, carriages, buggies, etc.,
almost at their door, which conveyances wore loaded with their children, relatives,
friends and neighbors from far and near, each one coming with their basket well
filled with rich and luscious eatables, and soon a table was erected, on which were
placed the contents of the baskets, and about the proper hour for refreshments
the table was surrounded. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Small have trod the happy pathway of
married life for nearly three-score years, and are now living a retired life in their
quiet home, which is partly occupied by David B.. their son, who, on 3Iay 13,1858.
married Ellen Conklin. 3Iay they live and see many more happy days together,
is the wish of the writer.
WILLIA3I SNODGRASS, farmer ; P. 0 . Piqua ; was born in 3Iiami Co.,
Ohio, Aug. 24, 1826. and is a son of Thomas and Lucinda (3Ieighers) Snodgrass.
Thomas was born in Virginia Jan. 9. 1795. and Lucinda, near Pittsburgh. Penn.,
April 24.1805. They were among the early pioneers of 3Iiami Co.. where Thomas
followed farming chiefly during life, which ended in 1870. They were the parents
of eight children—six are now living, of whom AATilliam is the eldest. He was
raised to agricultural pursuits, and obtained a fair education : he purchased his
present farm of 160 acres, in Sees. 8 and 9. Spring Creek Township, a part of which
he has owned for the past twenty-nine years ; in his early life, he taught school a
few years, and since residing on his present farm, filled the official duty of Justice
of the Peace seventeen years. Township Trustee, etc. The marriage of AVilliam Snodgrass and Eunice Sanders was celebrated Alarch 13, 1851. They by this marriage
have had six children, three are now living—Henrietta, now 3Irs. AA'. F. Sims. Lucinda,
now Airs. H. Houser. and Franklin. Henrietta, when at home, through respect
to and for remembrance of her ancestors and friends, accumulated locks of hair,
from which a beautiful wreath was manufactured ; this is now an ornament to the
room and is highly prized.
TH03IAS V 'J.~STATLER, farmer; P. O. Piqua. His paternal grandparents,
Christopher and Christena Statler. were both natives of Pennsylvania; they emigrated to Ohio in 1801. locating in AVashington Township, and were among the first
settlers of the countv ; here they endured the privations of pioneer life for mamyears, and passed from the stage of life at advanced ages. The maternal grandparents of T. J. Statler were Samuel and Hannah (AIoss) AA7inans, both natives of
New Jersey ; they emigrated West in 1809, locating in Staunton Township, Aliami
Co.; they were well advanced in years when death seized them. T. J . Statler is a
son of Christopher, Jr., and Frances (AA7inans) Statler ; he was a native of Pennsylvania, and she of New Jersey. They both came West with their parents as above
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stated; their marriage occurred in 3Iiami Co. 3Iay 29, 1810, and soon after they
settled on the farm now owned by D. C. Statler (Washington Township); there,
Christopher, Jr., at once commenced to open out a farm from the unbroken forest,
and in 1880. fine houses and barns have taken the place of the rude log huts and
cabins ; on this farm he labored until his death, which occurred Oct. 5, 1840, and
his companion now survives at the advanced age of 89 years. Thirteen children
were the issue of this union, of whom eleven are now living, T. J, Statler being the
eldest. He was born in AA'ashington Township, Aliami Co., April 8, 1815, and
raised to agricultural pursuits ; his education vvas that of a common-school course.
I n his minority, he learned the tanner and currier trade, which received his atten
tion for nine years ; since retiring from its duties, he was engaged in coopering for
a short period ; in 1839, he went AA7est, ancl took up his headquarters in Platte Co.,
3Io., remaining until 1841 ; during his residence there, he assisted in surveying that country and laying-out the present Platte City, at the Falls of the Little
Platte River. For the past thirty-nine years, lie has been a permanent resident
of Spring Creek Townsliip, Aliami Co., where farming has received his entire
attention; he is now located on his farm of 80 acres in Sec. 23, well improved,
and perhaps as fiue an apple orchard of 50 acres as any in the county. On Feb.
13, 1842, he married 3Iaria P. Horton. born in AA7estchester Co., N. Y., Sept. 20,
1814 ; she died in her native county, Oct. 27, 1849. Two children were the fruits
of this union; one died in infancy, and the other, 31. Frances, died at the age of
2 years 3 months ancl 11 days. Mr. Statler married, for his second wife, Elizabeth V. 3Ioore, Dec. 25, 1849. She was born in Rockbridge Co.. A7a.. Aug. 9
1829 ; one year later, her parents located in Orange Township. Shelby Co., Ohio
where she grew to maturity. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Statler's children are Josephine H.
born J u n e 28, 1851 ; Elizabeth J., born Jan. 15.1853 ; and Napoleon B., born June
18 1855
J A M E S WAGONER, farmer; P. O. Piqua ; was born in 3Iontgomery Co.,
Ohio, Sept. 14, 1824. and is a son of J o h n AVagoner, who was a native of Ohio,
born J u n e 9, 1801, and died in 1874 ; in 1818, he located in 3Iontgomery Co. In
1823, he married Catherine Houser, who was born in A'irginia in 1805, and died
in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, in 1861 ; they were the parents of seven children, of
whom two are dead and five living, of whom James is the oldest: he was brought
u p to farming, received a limited education. Feb. 2. 1854. he married 3Irss Elizabeth Miller, who was born in Greene Co.. Ohio, and died Dec. 7. 1856. at the age
of 27 years. One child was born to them. John F.. born Nov. 18, 1854. Our
subject again married, for his second wife. Josephine 3IcSherry, vvho was born in
Piqua. May 3, 1845. They have two children, viz.. Catherine J. and Anna B.
3Ir. AAragoner came to this county in 1848. ancl has since bought 30 acres of land
in Sec. 17, on the Piqua & Urbana Pike.
WILLIAAI J. AVILEY, farmer and stock-raiser : P. O. Piqua ; was born in
Spring Creek Townsliip, Aliami Co.. Ohio. April 21. 1829. ' AAilliam J. is a greatgrandson of Samuel AAiley, who was born in Alarvland in 1749 ; there he grew to
manhood, ancl in 1776, seeing the need of having an independent country, went
forth to battle for the same, passing through all the hardships connected therewith.
After the most severe part was over, he returned home and married and with
his wife, soon after emigrated to Pennsylvania ; there they had born to them
three sons. 3Ir. and 3Irs. AViley remained in Pennsylvania until 1812, when they
came to Ohio in 1813, locating on Sec. 25. Spring Creek Township, Aliami Co.,
where they departed this life at an advanced age. AVilliam J. AAriley is a grandson
of WiUiam and J a n e (Johnson) AViley ; he was born in Pennsylvania, Alarch 16.
1779, and she in Ireland, 3Iarch 16. 1780 ; their marriage was celebrated about
1800. Twelve years later, thev emigrated AVest. and in 1813 located on the abovenamed section, taking refuge in a rude log cabin that had neither doors nor floor, and
passing through many hardships connected with the early settlers of Aliami Co.
William AViley, while a resident of this county, held some of the most important
offices of the county and township of Spring Creek ; he was one of the patriots
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of the war of 1812, passing through and seeing many frightful scenes, no doubt.
He and wife passed from the stage of life in 1869, in Spring Creek Township.
Samuel J. AViley, the father of our subject, was bora in Pennsylvania Oct. 28,
1803, and at the age of 9 years, he, with his parents, came West and spent his
earlier life at home in assisting to open out a farm from the unbroken wilderness.
In 1828, he married 3Iargaret 3IcKnight, who was born in Ireland in 1795. Their
children were six in number, of whom AVilliam is the oldest. He was brought
up to agricultural pursuits, and received a fair education ; he has always been
willing to assist in all public interests of welfare in his community ; he has, during his life, held the more important offices of the township, which were filled with
impartial feelings to all with whom he transacted business. AVilliam J. has his
farm of 144 acres in Sec. 25, Spring Creek Township, under good cultivation, and
is finely situated one mile northeast of Piqua. He. in 1859, married Elsie J.
Burns, who died in January. 1862, leaving husband and one son. William J.
married, for his second wife, Penelope AIcKee, who was born in 3Iiami Co., Oct. 19.
1834. Three children have been born to them, viz.. Harrv S.. 3Iarv L. and
Nellie 31.
JOSEPH S. AVILEY, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua; vvas born in this county Oct. 12,1840,
and is a brother of AA'illiam J. AA'iley, whose sketch appears in some part of this
work; J. S. was brought up to farm labor, and devoted a part of the winter
months of his early life to the privileges of school, thereby receiving a fair education ; he has, for a number of years, been the owner of a fine farm of 100 acres
in Sec. 25. which is well improved ; since his majority, has been elected to and
filled several township offices. Oct. 10, 1871, married Nancy Robison, who was
born in this county Sept. 15, 1844 ; two children have been born to them—Howard G. and Alaggie B. E.
SA3IUEL 31. AVILEY, farmer ; P. O. Piqua; is a brother of W. J. Wiley,
whose biography appears in this work. Samuel 31. was born in Spring Creek
Township, 3Iiami Co.. April 22, 1834 ; he was raised to agricultural pursuits, and
had the usual elementary training, which was acquired in the district schools of
his native county ; during life he has been a devoted farmer, residing on his present farm of 125 acres in Sec. 25. Spring Creek Township, where he was reared.
During the late rebellion, he participated in service 100 clays. He was married
Aug. 27,-1874, to Susan A. AVhite, born in Franklin Co., Ohux Alay 13, 1844. The
issue of this union is one son and two daughters, viz.. Budd. born 3Iarch 21,1876 ;
L. Gertrude, 3Iarch 13, 1877, and E. Clifford, 3Iarch 3. 1879. 3Irs. Wiley is a
daughter of Jeremiah and Elizabetii (Chiles) AAThite ; he was born Dec. 31. 1813,
and she Sept. 8, 1816, both natives of Pickaway Co.. Ohio. They were married
Dec. 7, 1834, and now reside in Auglaize Co., Ohio.
A. J. AVILLIA3ISON, farmer ; P. O. Piqua ; he was born in Greene Co., Ohio,
October, 1832, and is a grandson of Hugh AATilliamson. who was of Irish birth, and
when but a boy emigrated to New York, where he. near the close of the eighteenth
century, married Isabella Aliller ; they both lived aud died in New York ; their
son. Samuel AVilliamson, the father of A. J., was born in 1794. and early in the
nineteenth century emigrated to Ohio, locating in Greene Co.. where he engaged in
blacksmithing, which was his chief .occupation duiing life. In 1817, he married
Alercy Cozad, of Greene Co.. who was born July 11. 1800 ; they by this union had
eleven children, of whom 31r. Williamson is the seventh ; he was brought up to
farming, and received a common education ; after his majority, he improved his
educational qualities to that of an academical course ; he has. for nearly one score
years been a resident of 3Iiami Co.. and since coming here has accumulated considerable property, of which a part, 118 acres, lay in Sec. 24, where he now is
located ; he owns SO acres in Shelby Co., Ohio. In I860, he married 3Iiss IsabeUa
Andrews, who was born in Logan Co., Ohio, in 1836, and died in this county in
1868 ; by this union there were three children, viz., James, Sarah and John F . ;
the second marriage of A. J. Williamson was celebrated in 1869, with 3Irs. 3Iartha
Deweese, who was born in 3Iiami Co. in 1836.
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E L I A S WOLF, retired farmer ; P . 0 . Piqua ; was b o m in Montgomery Co., Ohio,
Nov. 9, 1805, where he received a medium education by the privileges of winter
months' school; during the summer, his time was occupied in agricultural pursuits ;
in 1839, he came to this county and bought his present farm in Sees. 18 and 12 ;
he has, by good farming, business habits and industry, since added to his farm,
until he now owns over 200 acres. December, 1827, 3Ir. AA7olf married Elizabeth
Kaydor, who was born in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, April 9, 1812, and have had eight
children, viz., Lovina, born Oct. 12. 1828 ; Lucinda, born 3Iarch 15.1831, who died
April 29, 1851 ; Mary A., born J u l y 21, 1834 ; Elizabeth, born Nov. 20, 1837 ;
J o h n H., born Feb. 11. 1843, whose signature is given for this work ; Daniel K.,
whose biography- will appear in some part of this work ; Catherine A., born Jan.
22, 1847, who, in 1854, was consigned to the silent t o m b ; and Samantha A., born
Feb. 10, 1850. Elias Wolf is the sonof Peter AA7olf, who was born in Pennsylvania,
in 1780, and during life followed farming. About the close of the seventeenth century, he m a n i e d Catharine Kaylor, who was a native also of Pennsylvania : early
in the eighteenth century, they came to 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, where they both
lived and died, she in 1864, and he in 1845 ; by this union they had six children
that reached maturity, of whom Elias is the oldest.
D A N I E L K. WOLF, manufacturer of sorghum molasses, aucl farmer ; P.
O. P i q u a ; was born J u n e 9, 1845, and is a son of Elias AVolf, whose biography
will appear under J o h n Wolf's memoir ; he was brought up to agiicultural pursuits and received a liberal education ; when a young man, learned the carpenter
trade, which he afterward followed several years; he now devotes most of his time
to cultivating the farm and manufacturing molasses; his farm is located in Sec.
18, at the Jordon Switch, on the C, C. & I. C. R. R., which took its name frora the
landowner at the erection of the road.
Our subject, on Nov. 19, 1863, married
Harriet Hilliard, who was born in this county 31 ay 17, 1845, and is a daughter of
Thomas J. and Helen Hilliard, who are now both dead. Five children have been
born to Daniel K. and Harriet Wolf, viz., Ella F., born April 17, 1865 ; Elmer E.,
b o m Sept. 6, 1867 ; Harley O., born April 12, 1872 ; Emery G.,born J u n e 4, 1875,
and died J u l y 21, 1876 ; and Mary M. B., born July 20, 18~77.
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W I L L I A 3 I BUCKLES, farmer ; P. 0 . Conover ; born in Aliami Co. 3Iay S,
1833 ; is a son of J a m e s ancl Margaret (Northcut) Buckles, he coming from Ohio,
and 3Irs. Buckles from Kentucky. The grandfather on the fathers side was a
nativa of Virginia, and the grandmother of New Jersey ; the ancestry originally
from England ; on the mother's side, the grandfather was from South Carolina ;
grandfather Buckles entered the northeast quarter of Sec. 10, upon which William
now lives, during 3Ionroe's administration, it being then all in the woods ; here
they commenced their pioneer life, living in a log cabin. James, then being a
stout young man, and the grandfather in feeble health, took upon himself the bulk
of the work. From year to year he labored on, enduring the hardships and deprivations of such rough life, till eventually, he had the pleasure of seeing the forests
disappear, and beautiful fields of-waving grain take their place ; better and more
comfortable houses replace the rude log cabins, and plenty and comfort prevail.
J a m e s and Margaret were the parents of nine children, of whom six are now living, viz., Robert 31., living in Nebraska, Eleanor, George, Cynthia Ann, now 3Irs.
J . W. Loy ; William and 3Iary. William, our subject, was united in marriage
Dec. 24, 1854, with Olivia Kirby, daughter of Joel and Hannah Kirby, of Champaign Co., Ohio, who were b o m in New Jersey, and were the parents of seven children,
of whom two are now living, viz., Elizabeth, now 3Irs. J o h n Snodgrass, living in
Nebraska, and Olivia. By this union. WiUiam and wife have become parents of

LOST CREEK TOWNSHIP.

521

four children, of whom three are living, viz., Horace Ward, Charles E. and James
S. After marriage of 3Ir. Buckles, he located on his father's farm, where he has
since resided. Politically, he stands with the Republican party, and has been
Justice of the Peace for six years, and Township Trustee one term. He belongs
to the Baptist Church, having been a member for twenty-eight years.
J O H N 31. BURKHOLDER, miller, Casstown ; was born in Dauphin Co.,
Penn., April 13, 1836; is a son of Felix and Elizabeth (3Ioyers) Burkholder, who
were also born in Pennsylvania, their ancestry originally coming from Switzerland.
Felix and Elizabeth were the parents of nine children, six of whom are now living,
viz., J o h n 31., Catharine, Felix 31.. 3Iichael 31.. Elizabeth and 3Iary. 3Ir. Burkholder. our subject, remained with his father, and learned the milling business, his
father being a miller by profession. Jan. 25. 1859. was celebrated his marriage
with Catharine Lukenbach. born 3Iarch 30, 1837. daughter of Rev. Levi and Anna,
(Driver) Lukenbach, who are also natives of Pennsylvania, the parents and grandparents all hailing from that State, but the ancestry originally coming from Germany. Rev. Lukenbach and wife were parents of six children, of whom four are
living, viz., Elizabeth, now 3Irs. Aloses Dohmer ; Catharine ; Abraham, living in
Pennsylvania, ancl Anna, now 3Irs. George Rover, living in Portage Co., Ohio.
J o h n 31. and wife, by their union are the parents of twelve children, viz.: Calvin
Franklin, born in Potter Township, Center Co., Penn.. Dec. 5, 1859, parents' residence Potter's Red Alills ; Elizabeth Emma, born in Potter Township, Center Co.,
Penn., Alarch 23, 1861, parents' residence Potter's Red Mills ; Anna 3Iary, bora in
Newton Township, 31iami Co., Aug. 3, 1862, parents' residence Sugar Grove Mills;
Felix Edwin, born in Newton Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Jan. 21, 1864, parents'
residence Sugar Grove 31 ills: Levi Daniel, born in Springfield Township, Clark Co.,
Ohio. Aug. 7.1865, parents' residence Snyder's Alills ; John Harvey, born in Newton
Township. 3Iiarai Co., Ohio. Nov. 21, 1867, parents* residence Sugar Grove Mills;
3Iichael Elmer, born in Elizabeth Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Feb. 11, 1869, parents'
residence Sheet's Mills ; Abraham L., boru in Lost Creek Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio,
Feb. 7,1871. parents' residence Lost Creek Mills ; George Washington, born in Lost
Creek Townsliip, Aliami Co., Ohio, Oct. 17. 1872, and "died Sept." 3, 1873, aged 10
mouths and 16 clays, buried at Casstown Cemetery, Aliami Co., Ohio ; Otto 0., bora
in Lost Creek Township, Aliami Co., Ohio. Jan. 11, 1874, parents' residence Lost
Creek Alills ; Catharine Ellen, born in Lost Creek Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio. Dec. 4,
1876, parents" residence Lost Creek Mills, and Willis Oliver, born in Lost Creek Township, Aliami Co., Ohio, J u l y 22, 1879. parents'residence Lost Creek Mills ; also we
add the name of 3Iary Krimer. a child raised by 3Ir. Burkholder. who was born in
Philadelphia, Penn., about 1851 ; her mother dying when 3Iary was only 3 years
of age. she was taken charge of by 3Irs. John Teatsel and taken to Center Co.,
Penn.; when about 8 years of age-was placed in the care of 3Ir. Burkholder
and wife, who have raised her. and with whom she still resides. After 31r. Burkholders marriage, he remained in Pennsylvania about three years, then removed to
3Iiami Co., near Covington, at Sugar Grove Mills, where he remained three vears:
thence to Snyder's Mills, in Clark Co.. where he remained nine months; thence to
Squire Coppock's Mills, where he stayed fifteen months; back to the Sugar Grove
Mills again, remaining one year ; thence to Sheet's Mills, where he lived two years ;
finally he removed to his present location. Lost Creek Mills, where he has been in
business for ten years. 3Ir. Burkholder. was raised in the milling business from
a boy. ancl has followed the occupation tlirough his entire life ; he is running
strictly a custom grist-mill, a three-run mill-stone, and. from his great experience
and excellent style, is probably second to but few millers in the county. 3Ir. Burkholder is a member ofthe "Brethren in Christ."' or :- The River Brethren Church,"
his membership dating back for twentv-one years.
AVILLIA3I BURTON, farmer; ' P. O! Casstown; born in North Carolina
Dec. 23, 1799; is a son of Thomas and Phoebe (McCrary-) Burton, both probably
born in North Carolina ; he lived and died in his native State, but she came to
Ohio, where she departed this life in the house now occupied by William ; the
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ancestry on the father's side were probably- from Wales ; Thomas and Phoebe
were parents of only one child—William ; the mother, Phcebe, with her second
husband, Z. Brevard, removed from North Carolina to 3Iiami Co., in November,
1816, and located in Elizabeth Township ; thence to Lost Creek Township, and
finally to Troy, where they died in 1840 ; they had one child—Thomas ; Air. Burton,
our subject, came to this county with his mother ancl step-father, and remained
with them till October, 1823, when his union with Elizabeth Saunders was celebrated ; she was a daughter of Theodore and Catharine (Holstrin) Saunders, who
were born in Pennsylvania; by this union they had ten children, of whom six are
now living, viz., Joel, Phoebe, Alartha, George, William and John ; he lost his wife
by death in 1841. In 1842, was married to Elizabetii Knoop, daughter of Benjamin ancl Christiana (Holstrin) Knoop, who were among the very earliest pioneers
of the county ; the daughter, Elizabeth, born April 13, 1799, was the first white
female child born in Miami Co. ; he lost his second wife by death Nov. 7, 1860.
Aug. 11, 1861, was celebrated his third marriage with 3Iary Collins, daughter of
Comelius and Nancy (Keith) Collins, who were natives of A'irginia, by which union
they have two children, viz., Joseph and Nancy ; 3Ir. Burton, after his first marriage, located in Elizabeth Township, where he resided till 1827. when he bought
the farm upon which he now lives—where he has resided fifty-three years ; he has
an excellent farm of 130 acres ; 3Ir. Burton is one who has had the confidence of
the people, having held the offices of Supervisor, Township Trustee and Justice of
the Peace, the latter of which he held for nine years. I n religious belief, he is a
Universalist, having been a member of the church for over thirty years ; politically,
he is a stanch Democrat, having, as he says," been such from his mother's breast."
We here have the record of another of the early settlers of 3Iiami Co.. by marriage
connected with the very pioneers of the county; his second wife, as stated above,
was the first white female child born in this county.
J O E L BURTON, farmer ; P. 0 . Casstown ; born in 3Iiami Co. April 9, 1826;
is a son of AVilliam and Elizabeth (Saunders) Burton, who was born in North
Carolina, and she in Pennsylvania ; they were the parents of nine cliildren, of whom
six are now living, viz., Joel, Phoebe, now 31rs. A. J. Shidaker, living in Troy ;
Martha, now 3Irs. D. Griggs, living in Illinois ; George, living in Illinois ; AAilliam,
living in Indiana ; ancl John, living in Illinois ; Air. Burton lived vvith his father
till about 22 years of age.
In November, 1847, he was united in raarriage with
Sarah D. Rogers, daughter of Lewis and Elizabeth Rogers : 3Ir. Rogers was born
in Ohio, and 3Irs. Rogers in A'irginia, coming to Ohio with her parents when only
3 years of age; by this union they have had seven children, viz.. Elizabeth, now
Mrs. William Simpson ; Catharine, now 3Irs. C. Lower ; J o h n T., Lewis R., George
W., Andrew AV. and Flora 31.; after. 3Ir. Burton's marriage, he followed farming
on rented property for two years ; then- he bought 80 acres of land in Staunton
Township, upon which he lived about three years ; then sold, and bought the
property upon which he now resides ; here he has a fine farm of 47^- acres, upon
which, when he bought, there was a saw-mill, run by water-power, which he and
his father transformed into a steam-power mill; this mill he sold in 1858. bought
it again in June, 1875 ; rebuilt it almost entirely and erected a circular-saw, with
capacity and conveniences equal to any mill in the county. 3Ir. Burton is one of
those quiet, unpretending men who desire no political office, or fame in that direction ; has been Constable and School Director, and thankful that he has had no
other office, desiring to attend to his own business, enjoy his own home and
family, dealing honestly and straightforwardly with all men.
H E N R Y DERR, farmer; P. 0 . Casstown; born in 3Iarviand J u n e 4, 1825 ;
is a son of J o h n and Elizabeth (Haupt) Derr, who were also natives of 3Iaryland ;
the ancestry- were originally from Germany-; J o h n and Elizabeth were the parents
of nine children, of whom five are now living, viz., David, Ezra, Elizabeth (now
Mrs. WiUiam Keller, living iu 3Iaryiand), Henry and Joshua. 3Ir. Derr remained
with his father till his death, which occurred in the latter part of the summer of
1845; in October, 1846, he was united in marriage with Elizabeth A. C. Flook,
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•daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Flook, also natives of Alaryland, and removed
to 3Iiami Co. in the spring of 1853, where they lived and died; they were the
parents of eight children, of whom five are living, viz., Isaac H., 3Iary E. (now
3Irs. AVilliam Shibbitts), Joanna (now Airs. Philip Hyatt, living in Tiffin, Ohio),
Susan (now 3Irs. James Hyatt, living near Tiffin, Ohio) and Daniel P. 3Ir. Derr
and wife are the parents of ten children, of whom only one is now living, viz.,
Charles F., who is married to Frances Frazee, by whom he has had five children,
of whom four are now living, viz., Irena Almeda, John Elmer, AA7illiam Arthur and
Charles Hartley. Air. Derr. after his marriage, remained in Alarvland about six
years, when he moved to 3Iiami Co. and located in the east part of Lost Creek
Township, where he resided till 1871, then located on the farm where he now lives ;
he here lias a farm of 80 acres, and a nice, pleasant home ; on Feb. 4, 1880, Mr.
Derr lost his wife by death; she was a member of the Lutheran Church for twentysix years, and prior to that was a member of the German Reformed Church for
about eight years, living a very devoted Christian life ; 3Ir. Derr has been an active
member of the Lutheran Church for thirty-eight years.
JOHN 31. DEAVEESE, farmer : P. O. Casstown: was born on the farm where
he now lives in February. 1841; he is a son of AVilliam and Susannah (AIcDowell)
Deweese; 3Ir. Deweese is a native of A'irginia, and 3Irs. Deweese of Ohio; the
grandfather. Lewis, came to this countv with his son, AVilliam. about 1806. being
among the early pioneers of the county ; AA'illiam and his wife were the parents of
ten children, of whom John 31., 3Iary Ann and Harriet E. survive; the father
located upon the farm where John now lives about 1831. commencing in the woods,
in a log cabin, in pioneer style ; he toiled ancl labored for years to subdue the forests, enduring the many hardships and deprivations which only those old settlers
knew and experienced ; his industry and energy overcame all obstacles, and, before
his death, he was enabled to enjoy the fruits of his labors, having a fine farm of
160 acres, 120 acres in cultivation, with good brick house and other buildings, constituting a pleasant and comfortable home; his deatii occurred Feb. 17. 1874, aged
69 years, and his wife died Dec. 16, 1873. Our subject lived with his parents till
their death. Feb. 11, 1875, he married 3Iiss Sarah AI.. daughter of AViUiam and
Deborah Hearst (see sketch of Alatthew Hearst) ; Air. Deweese has taken the home
farm; has bought out part of the heirs, and intends to make this his permanent home. Here we add a record of another pioneer family to the many honored
ones, whose lives and labors were spent in opening out the wild forests of Aliami
Co., and whose memories will be cherished by tlieir descendants for generations to
come.
JOHN AA'. DYE, farmer : P. 0. Casstown ; born in 1837 on the farm where
he now resides ; is a son of Andrew and Ann (Hatsel) Dye. His ancestors were
natives of Pennsylvania : they had seven children, viz.. John, dying in infancy ;
Thomas, Elizabeth, now 3Irs. R. Wray, living in Shelby Co.; Isaac, deceased;
John AV., Alathias ancl AVilUam. The father. Andrew, located upon'the farm upon
wliich John now lives, in an early day. ancl cleared the most of it. The grandfather was also an early settler in Elizabeth Township, having built one of the
first grist-mills in this section of the country : they hauled a great deal of flour
to Cincinnati with teams, there being no railroads, in that day. Andrew, the father,
.departed this life in 1844. John being only 7 years of age when his father died,
was. with his brothers ancl sisters, kept together by their mother till grown to manhood. John always remained upon the home farm. In 1869. he was united in
marriage with Sarah, daughter of Jesse and Alary Wray, who were natives of
Pennsylvania. By this union they have had one child, viz.. Eva E. Air. Dye
has a beautiful home ; the energy he has exhibited in his business life and the
connection his ancestors have with the early settlement of this county gives their
history a significance worthy of being recorded for the benefit of future generations.
JOSEPH AV. GRAY, farmer; P. O. Lena ; born in Aliami Co., on the farm
upon which he now lives, Jan. 22,1846 ; is a son of Frederick and Ann (Chamberiin) Gray-, who were both born in New Jersey. The grandparents, Samuel and
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Hannah Chamberiin, were also born in New Jersey, their ancestry coming from Germany. The grandfather, Frederick Gray, was also from Germany, but the grandmother Gray7 came from England. The parents, Frederick and Ann,came to Ohio
in a very- early day and located in Warren Co., where they lived several years, and
while there their marriage occurred ; thence came to 3Iiami Co. and located upon
the farm where Joseph now lives, which was nearly half a century ago; he came
upon the place with very little cleared, merely a log cabin on it, and here he commenced to make a farm and a home ; by his labor and industry, he was permitted
to see the forests disappear, ancl waving fields of grain to appear in tlieir stead,
good houses and bams to take the place of the log cabins ; in his later years he
has been enabled to enjoy some of the benefits of his hard toils, and feel a satisfaction in leaving to his children comforts which he in his younger days did not have.
They were parents of eight children, of whom five are living, viz., Samuel C..
living in Indiana; Hannah Jane, now 3Irs. Charles 3IcGuire, living in New
Carlisle, Ohio ; Sarah; Henry C, living in Indiana, and Joseph AAr. Joseph AAr.,
our subject, was united in marriage Nov. 12. 1873. with A7iola Roberts, daughter
of AVilliam and Louisa Roberts, natives of Pennsylvania. They were the parents
of three children, viz., A7iola, Ida ancl Daisy. Mr. Gray and wife by their union
have had two cliildren viz., Jessie and Edith Ann. After their marriage, 3Ir.
Gray located upon the home farm where they- still reside. He is politically a
Republican.
AVILLIS N. HANCE, farmer ; P. 0. Casstown ; born on the farm where he
now resides, Sept. 27, 1836 ; is a son of Benjamin and Nancy (Frazell) Hance ; Air.
Hance was born in Kentucky Sept. 22, 179P, and 3Irs. Hance Oct. 17, 1790 ; the
grandfather, AA'illiam, was a native of England, and emigrated to this country
about the time of the Revolutionary war, settling in Kentucky, and subsequently7 in 3Iiami Co., where he lived and died : Benjamin removed from Kentucky to this county in 1810; was in the war of 1812. under Gen. Hull; after the
war, he bought 160 acres of land for his father, which has since been known as the
Uncle Joe Hance Farm, and is now owned by Soloman 3IcKee ; about the same
time, he bought the farm for himself, upon which our subject now lives, since
known as the Uncle Ben Hance Farm ; in 1814, he visited his native State. Kentucky, and on Feb. 15 of that year, was married, ancl, with his wife, returned
to his farm on 3Iarch 15 of the same year ; here they commenced to make a farm
and a home right out of the dense forests, in the roughest pioneer style, being very
poor, and having to endure all, ancl perhaps more, hardships than almost
any one of the first settlers ; his first large iron kettle vvas bought in
Urbana, and carried on his shoulder twenty-four miles to his home ; his first
bushel of salt was bought at the same place ancl carried home in the same
manner; very few would or could endure such hardships now ; but those
days are past ; their labors and industry won for them good farms and
homes, and their children's children may enjoy the fruits of their many
labors ; he died 3Iay 5, 1877. aged 86 years ; they were parents of ten children ;
five are living, viz., AVilliam, Alfred, Joseph, Alary (now 3Irs. Hetzler). and AArillis.
Our subject was married Alarch 15, 1859, to 3Iiss Sarah S., daughter of John and
Elizabeth Lefevre ; by this union they have had five children, of whom three are
now living—Dora L., Charles C. and John Benjamin ; 3Ir. Hance has a fine farm
of 158 acres, with good buildings and improvements ; this farm has been in the
ownership of the Hance family for sixty-seven years.
31. 31. HARBAUGH. This gentleman is a resident of Casstown ; he is a native
of Virginia, having been born at Harper's Ferry in 1808 ; his ancestors came from
Switzerland in 1736 ; his grandfather, Leonard Harbaugh, was a noted architect,
and superintended the erection of the War and Navy Department buildings in
Washington, prior to their destruction by the British in 1814. In 1835, the subject of our sketch married Caroline Routzahn, of Frederick Co., Alarvland. who
stiU lives; in 1850, Mr. Harbaugh and his family removed to Ohio, making the
journey across the AUeghanies and Blue Ridge in the primitive stage coach: he settled
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at Piqua, where he engaged in merchandising till 1856, when he removed to Casstown, the present home ; Mr. Harbaugh has four children living, all sons, Samuel,
Theodore, Charles and Thomas ; the last-named is well known as a poet and journalist; his poems have gained for him the title of "The Poet of the 3Iiami ;"
Theodore is engaged in merchandising in WiUiamsport, Ind., and Samuel has
senred as Clerk of Lost Creek Township for near twenty consecutive years; Mr.
Harbaugh is one of the oldest citizens of the township.
CHARLES A. HARTLEY, 31. D., physician, Casstown. Of the medical
profession of Casstown, we mention Dr. C. A. Hartley, who was born in Columbiana Co., Ohio, Sept. 8, 1847 ; he is a son of AA7. L. and Esther A. Hartley, who were
born in Bucks Co., Penn.; the grandparents and their ancestors being of the denomination of AVilliam Penn, Quakers, and of English descent; the parents removed
from Pennsylvania to Ohio, in about 1845, and located in Columbiana Co., remaining only a few years ; thence to AVarren Co., Ohio, again to Aliami Co., and finally
located in Casstown in August, 1877, where he resided till his death, which occurred
31 arch 24, 1878 ; the mother is still living, and with her son, Dr. Hartley. They
were parents of eight cliildren, three of whom are now living, viz., Alonzo, Sarah,
now 3Irs. Tannehill, of Delphos, Ohio, and Charles A. Dr. Hartley's father being
a physician, our subject had his attention early called to the profession and the
study of medicine. Receiving a liberal common-school education, at the age of
nineteen vears he attended a course of lectures at the Western Reserve College,
Cleveland, Ohio, after which he attended the Eclectic Institute of Cincinnati ; Feb.
7, 1871, he graduated, and with his father, entered upon the practice of his profession in AVarren Co., Ohio. In the fall of 1871, they removed to Casstown,
where lie has since remained in practice, having from the first done a good business, which from year to year has steadily increased. From his ample qualifications, his mild and affable manners toward his patrons, we can safely predict for
him a growing practice and a successful future. His marriage with Miss Sarah
31., daughter of Joseph and Catharine Allen, was duly celebrated Jan. 27, 1875 :
they have two children, viz., Charles Allen and Clara Esther.
* 31 ATTHE WHE ARST^ farmer ; P. 0. Casstown ; was born upon the farm where
he resides, April 13, 1840, and is a son of AVilliam and Deborah F. (Alayes) Hearst,
who were born in Pennsylvania ; came to this county, locating at Piqua, 3Iay, 1832,
where he remained about seven years, thence to the farm upon which he and
3Iatthew now reside ; here he commenced to make a home, with four or five acres
cleared and a log cabin upon it; in this cabin they lived, till iu 1850, he
erected a good frame house ; two years previous, had built a good barn, and now
began to live in comfort and enjoy the fruits of their many years of labors and
deprivations. They were the parents of nine children, viz., James, Rebecca,
(deceased), 31 ary Elizabeth, dying in infancy ; Jane, John, 3Iatthew, Sarah M.,
Deborah Isabella, dying in infancy, and Kate 31. They have 160 acres of excellent land, 115 acres in good cultivation, with all the conveniences of a nice home
and farmer's residence. 3Iatthew has always remained on the place with his
father, who is now nearly 80 years of age, and the mother 75 years ; they are members of the Presbyterian Church for over sixty years ; the children all became
members while young. This is the record of another family of early settlers of
Lost Creek Township, whose labors, enterprises and lives are fully identified with
the early improvements and interests of this township, and whose record here
deserves a prominent place in its history.
AVILLIAAI KNICK, stock-dealer, Casstown: born in 3Iiami Co. Dec. 10,
1822 ; is a son of William and Rachel (Armstrong) Knick (see sketch of Samuel
Knick); he lived with his parents till about 25 years of age. On April 4, 1850,
he was united in marriage with 3Iartha Dye, daughter of John and Eliza (Green)
Dye. Mr. Dye was born in Pennsylvania, and was one of the pioneer settlers of
3Iiami Co. By this union they had three children, of whom two are living, viz.,
Albert D. and Jennie E., now Mrs. J. Shibbitts; after Mr. Knick's marriage, he
located in Casstown, but shortly afterward located on a farm about two mUes
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south, where he resided three years, then sold out and went to California in February, 1854, remaining there till January, 1856, when he returned home, where he
arrived Feb. 4, 1856, and located in Cass Township, where he has since resided, •
engaged in the butchering business and a dealer in stock; he lost his wife by
death July 8, 1877, since which time his daughter and her husband have lived
with him. 3Ir. Knick has been School Director, was Constable for some three years,
also Township Clerk ancl Township Trustee one term. Politically, he is a Democrat.
PAUL F. KNIGHT, farmer; P. 0. Casstown ; born in Hamilton Co., Ohio, Oct.
3, 1814 ; is a son of Jonathan and Catharine (James) Knight. The grandfather,
AVilliam Knight, was among the early pioneers of 3Iiami Co., and first located on
the farm where the Orphans' Home is now situated ; here he endured all the
hardships of the early settlers ; his first crop of corn was raised by keeping his
gun within a few feet of him, and, as he came up to it, he would carry it a few
feet in advance again, and so on through the field, so as to be ready for defense
against the Indians ; these were days of trials and dangers, of which the present
generation know nothing; the father, Jonathan, located in Hamilton Co., lived
and died there ; after the father's death, the son Paul, and elder brother AAilliam,
were brought to this county ; Paul was raised and cared for principally by his
uncle, John E. Cory ; Paul remained with his uncle for several years, after which
he made his home with his mother, and worked out by the month for from S7 to
$10 per month, a day's wages being one bushel of corn. April 6, 1837. was celebrated his marriage with Charlotte Ensminger. daughter of Phiip and Alary Ensminger, who were born in Pennsylvania and removed to Greene Co.. Ohio, thence
to Miami Co., and finally to Jay Co.. Ind., where they lived and died ; by this
union, Paul and Charlotte became parents of nine children, viz., Catharine (now
Mrs. R. AVinters, living in Indiana), Stephen (dying in infancy), Benjamin F., Caroline (now 3Irs. W. H. Cavault), Joseph, 3Iarv (now 3Irs. J. Fuller), Cliarles L.,
William ancl Lorenzo. After 3Ir. Knight's marriage, he located on the farm
where they now reside, and here have made a continued residence of forty-two
years. Mr. Knight, politically, is a stanch Republican ; religiously, he and his
wife are Baptists, having been members of that church for about twenty years.
HENRY C. KNOOP, farmer; P. 0. Casstown; Henry C. Knoop was born in
this county Dec. 4, 1842, and is a son of Daniel H. Knoop. whose sketch and family history appear in full in this work. Henry C. Knoop, our subject, lived with
his father till his maniage, which was duly celebrated Feb. 24, 1869, in which he
was united with Almeda Odaffer. who was born Dec. 7, 1848, and is a daughter of
John and 3Iary (Sword) Odaffer, who were born in Pennsylvania, and came to this
county at quite an early day ; they were parents of nine children, of whom six are
now living, viz., Elizabeth, now 3Irs John Price, living in Clark Co., Ohio ; Catharine,
now Mrs. 31. Bennett, living in Springfield, Ohio ; David, deceased ; Harriet, now
Mrs. J. Routzahn; Elleanor, deceased ; Sarah, now 3Irs. Alexander Long; Emiline, now 3Irs. AVilliam Beamer, living in Iowa ; Mary, married to D. J. AVhitmore,
but now deceased; and Almeda J. Henry C. and wife have had two children,
viz., Charles Y., born June 8, 1871 ; and Mary C. born Nov. 11, 1872; after 3Ir.
Knoop's marriage, he located upon the farm, where he now resides, of 118 acres,
with good buildings, constituting a pleasant farmer's residence ; Mr. Knopp is
Township Treasurer, and has held the office of Township Trustee for two terms.
He and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church, their membership extending
over a period of nine years.
JOSIAH KNOOP, farmer; P. 0. Casstown. He was born in Lost Creek
Township, 3Iiami Co., and is a son of Daniel H. and Cassie (Jackson) Knoop,
whose history7 and biography are fully written in the sketch of Daniel H. Knoop,
contained in this work; Mr. Knoop resided with his father till aoont thirty-three
years of age. Nov. 28, 1878, he was united in marriage with 3Iartha Fuller,
daughter of James C. FuUer, who was bom and raised in Clark Co., Ohio ; after^'
his marriage, Mr. Knoop settled on the farm where he now resides ; here he has a
beautifiil location, being only a short distance from Casstown, convenient to church,
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school, post office, etc. Mr. Knoop has served in the office of Township Trustee ;
he is a member of the Lutheran Church, having been connected with it sixteen
years.
SAMUEL KNOOP, general store, Casstown. As one of the representative
business men of Casstown, whose family history is connected with the early
settlement of this section of the county, we mention Samuel Knoop, who was bom
in Casstown Jan. 27, 1840 ; he is a son of Daniel and Lucy Knoop ; Mr. Knoop was
born in 3Iiami Co. Sept. 19, 1806 ; and 3Irs. Knoop in Pennsylvania June 30y
1809 ; the grandfather, Benjamin Knoop, who was born in Pennsylvania, with his
brother, John, were among the first pioneers of 3Iiami Co.; they located in Staunton, building the block-house, ancl in the spring of 1798, placed their families in it
for protection from the hostile Indians, Benjamin being the father of the first white
female child born in the county, of which mention is made in sketch of WUliam
Burton ; their ancestiy were from Germany ; Daniel and Lucy were parents of
nine children, of whom eight are living—AVilliam, now in Alissouri ; George ; Elizabeth, now 3Irs. A. 3Iartin; Samuel; 3Iary C, now Airs. 3IcPherson ; John C., now in
Shelby Co.; David B. and Horace ; Daniel, the father, was a carpenter by trade,
and many of the barns and other buildings were erected by him in this section in
that early day ; soon after his marriage, which occurred 3Iay 12, 1831, he commenced the mercantile trade in Casstown, and as an illustration that : ' small beginnings '" are not to be despised, we would say that he commenced business by the purchase of one kit of mackerel, which he sold ; from this, step by step he increased
his stock and sales both in quality and variety of goods, until he became one of
the largest merchants in the section at that clay ; in connection with his mercantile
trade, he became au extensive stock dealer ancl trader ; he was energetic, industrious and patriotic, the latter quality of which was exemplified during the war of the
rebellion ; when, having five sons of an age suitable for military duties, he told
them all to go ancl defend their country : he would have entered the service himself had not his advanced age forbade it ; the five sons all entered the service, retuming safely to home and friends with honorable discharges ; 3Ir. Knoop continued
his active business life until after the war broke out, when he sold out; Oct. 1,
1872, he passed away from works to rewards. Samuel Knoop, our subject, remained with his father till the breaking-out of the war, when he enlisted in the
l l t h 0. Y. I., being the first man who enrolled his name from this part of
the county ; after the three months' service, he re-enlisted in the 44th 0. V. I.,
serving altogether three and one-half years, when he received his discharge and
returned to his home and friends ; he entered as a private, was promoted to Corporal, then to Sergeant; in 1862, when sick and in the hospital at Lewisburg, Va.,
Gen. Heath, of the rebel army, opened fire upon the Union forces just at break of
day ; the cannonading awoke 3Ir. Knoop, who, grasping his arms, rushed into
battle, which proved a quick victory to the Union forces; 31r. Knoop, sick and
pale, fought with the energy of a robust soldier, and had the honor to capture
one officer and three privates ; for this meritorious conduct, was offered promotion
to Lieutenancy, but refused it, as his brother was already holding such office in the
same company, and Mr. Knoop declined to have too much honor bestowed upon
one family. After 3Ir. Knoops return from the army, he engaged as a dealer in
nursery stock, which business he followed some ten years; finally located in Casstown at his present place of business, and carried on a general merchandise trade,
which he has successfully conducted for six years ; here with pleasure we have
recorded the histoiy of another branch of the Knoop family, whose lives were full
of labor and usefulness in the early settlements of this county, and their patriotism exhibited in the defense of their country in its tirae of danger deserves to be
held sacred and worthy of praise from future generations.
DANIEL H. KNOOP, farmer; P. O. Casstown; bom in York Co., Penn.,
„ Nov. 6, 1806 ; is son of Jacob and Frances (Hursh) Knoop, who were also born in
' Pennsylvania; the grandparents were American bom, but the great-grandparents
came from Germany. The father, Jacob, lived and died in Pennsylvania, but the
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mother came to Ohio with her son Daniel and died here. They were the parents
of six children, of whom our subject, Daniel, is the only one now living; he
removed to Miami Co. in the spring of 1832 and located upon the farm where he
still resides, having made a continued residence of nearly half a century ; he bought,
when he located, 160 acres, of which about one-half was partly cleared ; at the
time he arrived there were but two houses, and they were log cabins, in what is
now called Casstown. 3Ir. Knoop was united in marriage Feb. 2, 1843, with Cassandra Jackson, daughter of William and Elizabeth (Criddlebaugh) Jackson, who
were both natives of Pennsylvania, and came to Ohio at quite an early clay ; they
were parents of eight children, of whom four are living, viz., Elizabeth, now Mrs.
Bousman; Cassandra, Henry, ancl 3Iaria, now AVidow Havens. Daniel and wife
are parents of five children, viz., Henry C., Josiah, George B. (deceased), AAilliam
M. and Albert. 3Ir. Knoop has borne his share of the hardships and deprivations
of those early days—raising corn and selling at 15 cents per bushel, hauling to
market over the mud roads, taking flour to Cincinnati and selling it at §2.50 per
barrel; these were times which required labor, industry and economy. 3Iost manfully did they fight their battles through, enduring all trials and dangers. But
now they see things existing quite differently; where once the forest stood, now
waving fields of grain are seen, fine houses and barns have replaced the old log cabins, comfort and pleasure reigning unalloyed with the trials and dangers of those
early days. 3Ir. Knoop's labors have been crowned with success ; he now owns
635 acres of fine land, mostly surrounding the village of Casstown; in fact, the
south part of the town is built upon his land ; he also owns 360 acres of land in
Indiana; this has nearly all been accumulated by his own labors and industry ;
in this respect, his life will stand as a shining example to all future generations.
Mr. Knoop has been one who has had the confidence of the people, having been
Director in the National Bank of Troy for nine years, also of the Hydraulic AVorks,
Turnpikes, etc., holding at one time five Directorships, and has also been Township
Trustee for several terms. Mr. Knoop and wife are members of the Lutheran
Church, their membership covering a period of thirty-five years or more, they
being among the constituent members of the organization of the church in Casstown. This is a record of another of the early settlers, one of the Knoop family,
who are classed among the fathers of 3Iiami Co., whose history and record of
labors, success, honest dealings and life of Christian work, add to the laurels of the
Knoop family.
CHRISTIAN LE FEVRE, farmer; P. 0. Troy; born in 3Iiami Co. Oct. 12,
1826; is son of Christian and Jely (Meloy) Lefevre. Mr. Lefevre was born in
Maryland June 7, 1786, and 3Irs. Lefevre in Pennsylvania 3Iay 17, 1789 ; the
father Patrick Meloy, was born in Ireland 3Iay 25, 1762, her mother Elizabeth,
bom June 16, 1762, and married 3Iarch 17, 1808. Christian and Jely Lefevre
were parents of thirteen cliildren, viz., Sarah, born 3Iarch 15, 1809. deceased;
John, born Oct. 12, 1810 ; Elizabeth, born Jan. 20,1812, deceased ; William C. M.,
born Jan. 11, 1814, deceased ; Naomi, born April 29, 1815, deceased; Amy H.,
bom March 1, 1817, deceased ; Rezon 31., born Aug. 16,1818, and James V., born
April 24, 1820, both deceased; Alfred, born April 23, 1822, now a physician in
Tippecanoe ; Cyrus, whose sketch appears in this work; Christian ; Solomon G.,
born Aug. 23, 1828, deceased, and 3Iary, born July 12, 1830, deceased. Christian
lived with his father till 27 years of age. Oct. 13, 1853, was celebrated
his marriage with Nancy E. Cecil, daughter of John and Rebecca Cecil, who were
natives of Arirginia and came to this county at an early day. They were the
parents of thirteen children, of whom three only are living, viz., 3Iary, now Mrs.
A. J. Ryne, living in Kansas ; Letitia, now Mrs. Hart, living in Dayton, Ohio, and
Rebecca, now Mrs. Gardner, living in Illinois. Christian and Nancy, by this
union, have had six children, viz., Charles B., born Sept. 13,1854, deceased ; Cory
S., bom Dec. 24, 1855 ; Cordelia Edna, born April 27, 1858, now 3Irs. Deweese ;
John C, bora Dec. 26, 1860 ; Nellie May, bom Feb. 18, 1868, and Mary C, born
Feb. 27,1872. After their marriage, they lived two years on his father's place, and
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in February, 1856, located upon the farm where he now lives, having made a con-.
tinued residence here of over twenty-four years. He has 162 acres of excellent
land, all in cultivation, with comfortable brick house, good barns and everything
required for comfort and convenience. They are members of the Presbyterian
Church, his membership extending over a period of thirty-six years, and is now an
Elder in the church. The father, Christian, being one of the pioneers of this county,
enduring the many hardships ancl dangers of that day, we take pleasure in placing
the names of their family upon the pages of liistory. The Christian character and
works of this family are worthy of being followed by the generations of the future;
the father having been an Elder in the church most of his life, five of his sons following his footsteps, in active Christian work, and Elders in the church.
ED3IOND D. LEWIS, farmer; P. 0. Casstown; born in Lebanon, Warren
Co., Ohio ; is the son of AA'illiam C. and Elizabeth (Davis) Lewis ; he was born in
New Jersey and came to Ohio with his parents at an early day ; she was born in
Warren Co. William Lewis assisted his father during the war of 1812, hauling
supplies for the army ; his ancestors were from England, and his wife's from Germany. AA7illiam C. Lewis, the father, followed wagon-making during his life ; he
lived to be only about 37 years of age, dying October, 1832 ; his wife died about
seven years previous. They were parents of four cliildren, viz., Edmund D.,
Thomas, Cassie, and Elizabeth, dying in infancy. The subject of this sketch, being
only 13 years of age when his father died, was bound out till he should arrive at
majority, to Alichael 3IcGiunis, a wagon-maker ; here he senred his apprenticeship
until 21 years of age, partly in AA'arren Co. and Brown Township, this county.
AVhen of age, 3Ir. Lewis established a manufactory of his own in Casstown, which
he carried on for fifteen years, then sold out and bought the farm upon which he
now resides. He was united in marriage, Jan. 26, 1843, with Deborah, daughter
of Albert and Caroline (Throckmorton) Howland, who were natives of New Jersey,
coming to AA7arren Co. soon after the war of 1812, and thence going to Miami
Co. By this union they have had four children, viz., Cassie Ann, now 3Irs. D. J.
Whitmore : William A.; Lizzie 31.. now 3Irs. Alonzo Hartley, living in Trov ; and
Thomas D. 3Ir. Lewis has been on the farm twenty-four years. He is a Republican, has held the office of Township Trustee six or seven terms, and last fall, was
elected Real Estate Appraiser for this townsliip, thus showing the confidence
reposed in him by the community in which he lives. He has been a member of
the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church for ten years, and his wife for eleven years.
DAA7ID S. LONG, farmer ; P. 0. Christiansburg, Champaign Co., Ohio ; born
in Blount Co., Tenn.. Dec. 20, 1811 ; is a sonof James and Sarah Long, who are
fully written of in sketch of Aloses E. Long in this work. He came to 3Iiami Co.
in 1830, and lived with his parents till their death; David has always remained
upon the old home farm, has kept up all improvements, and added to his possessions by the purchase of another farm, so that now he owns 180 acres of good land,
and is one of the enterprising farmers of Lost Creek Township, with excellent provision for all the comforts of life, 3Ir. Long is a member of Social Lodge, No. 139,
of I. O. O. F., of Addison, Ohio ; has been through all the chairs and the Encampment, having been a member for twenty-nine years.
3I0SES E. LONG, farmer; P. O. Christiansburg, Champaign Co.; born in Tennessee Dec. 26, 1813; is a son of James and Sarah (3Iackey) Long, who were
born in Ireland, coming to this country in 1783 ; he remained a short time in Pennsylvania then went to A7irginia, where he was married; in 1805, he removed to ,
Tennessee, and, in 1816, carae to Ohio, locating at what is now Cumminsville;
November, 1830, he went to 3Iiami Co. and settled on the farm now owned by
David S. Long, where he lived till his death, which occurred Aug. 3, 1860, his wife
Sarah, departing this life in 3Iay, 1864. 3Ir. James Long was bora July 24,1770 ;
was made a Master 3Iason 3Iarch 3,1790 ; received the Chapter and Encampment
degrees 3Iay 13,1791, and "declaredoff" the same day ; when he died, he was over
90 years of age, and for seventy years a 3Iason, being at his death perhaps
the oldest Mason in Ohio ; he was the father of twelve children, of whom four are
s
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living—Samuel H., David S., Moses E. and EUzabeth J . (now Widow Overton), living in Addison, Ohio. Moses E. Long was married J u l y 6, 1837, to 3Iartha
Howell, daughter of Daniel and Phoebe Howell, natives of Virginia, who came to
Ohio at an early day. but during the Indian troubles were driven out, taking refuge
again in Virginia ; after a time they returned, locating in 3Iiami Co., where they
lived and died; they were parents of nine children, of whom five are living—
Martha, Andrew, Huldah, Naomi (now 3Irs. Bowers, living in Ohio,) and Daniel C.
Daniel Howell was strictly- a pioneer, opening out in the wilderness, and living in a
log cabin, when there was but one road—the old State road opened by Gen. AAiiyne
in the early campaigns—their neighbors being five to six miles distant at Casstown ; they went to mill on horseback many miles to 3Iad River, following
"blazed p a t h s " through the woods ; the present generation know but lit le of the
hardships these first settlers endured, and future generations can have but a faint
conception ; the blessings received from their labors will ever deserve their most
grateful praise and remembrance. Moses E. and wife were parents of nine children, of whom five are living—Isabel E. (now 3Irs. J. Johnson), Laura L. (now
Mrs. Williams), Phoebe A. (now 3Irs. Kennedy), Sarah J. and A7olney D.; 3Ir.
Long lived with his father till 1842, removing to the "Thomas farm" for ten
years, coming back to the home farm for two years, thence going to Addison for
eleven years, where he engaged in the saw-mill and lumber business ; in 1865, he
settled on the farm where he has since resided ; this farm consists of 80 acres of
good land, which he has improved, and erected good buildings, so that he has a
very pleasant and comfortable farm residence. 31r. Long is a member of Social
Lodge, No. 139, I. 0 . 0 . F., of Addison, Ohio ; has been through all the chairs
and Encampment, having been a member for thirty years.
J O H N W. LONG, farmer ; P. 0 . Christiansburg. He was born in Tennessee
in 1807, and is a son of AVilliam and 3Iary L o n g ; 3Ir. AVilliain Long was born in
Ireland in 1772, coming to this country with his brother James, who is mentioned
in the sketch of 3Ioses E. Long ; they left Ireland, at the time of the rebellion, for
the safety of their lives ; Mary, the mother, was born in Pennsylvania, her ancestry
coming from Scotland. They were married in Virginia, and in 1804 removed to
E a s t Tennessee ; they removed to Ohio in 1816, at what is now Cumminsville,
then going, in 1826, to 3Iiami Co., on to the farm where John now resides ; there
he lived and died, departing this life 3Iay7 16, 1857, his wife31ary dying April 3,
1854 ; he was a pioneer of this section, striking the first blow with the ax in the
unbroken forests, where he made a home. He was one of the volunteers from East
Tennessee in the war of 1812, and served four months for the protection of the
frontier settlements ; they were the parents of six children, of whom four are living,
viz., J o h n W., 3Iargaret Ann, now Widow Fordyce, living in Piqua; Isabella, now
Widow Shidler, with her children, in Cincinnati and Evansville ; and Francis E. ;
WiUiam was a member of the fraternity of A., F. & A. 31., having become such in
Ireland when quite young, and continued in the order till his death. John AV., our
subject, married 3Iary Shidler Alarch 4, 1832, daughter of John and Susanna Shidler ; Mr. Shidler was born in Pennsylvania, his ancestry coming from Germany ;
they were parents of twelve children, three now living—Aaron, living in Indiana :
Susanna, now Widow Winters, living in Chattanooga, Tenn.; and Isaac, living in Cincinnati ; J o h n and wife are the parents of six children, of whom four are living—
Sarah Bell ; Susanna Ellen, now Mrs. Downey ; James Judson and Julius C ; the
son, James Judson, was married to Jennie Hill Sept. 30, 1869, daughter of Harry
Hill, of Addison, Ohio : she was bora in Piqua, in 1852 ; they reside with the father
on the home place ; William P., a son, deceased, lost his life in the battle of Stone
River, in the war of the rebellion; he was a member Co. A, 2d O. V. I.
Mr. Long lost his wife by7 death, Jan. 28, 1874. He has been Township Trustee
two years and is, politically, a Republican. H e is a member of the Baptist Church,
having been connected with it for forty years, and Deacon for thirty-five years.
GEORGE G. McDOWELL, farmer; P. O. Casstown ; he was born in Miami
Co. Feb. 26, 1819, and is the son of Alexander and Mary (German) McDowell;
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he was born in Virginia, and his wife in Maryland; the grandfather. Mark, was
born in Pennsylvania, but the great-grandfather came from Ireland; Alexander
and Mary were parents of twelve children, of whom five are now living, viz., Jane,
now 3Irs. James Estey, living in Darke Co., Ohio ; George G. ; Alexander ; James
D., now in California ; Samuel D., also in California. Alexander, the father, came
to this county and located in Lost Creek Township in 3Iarch, 1818, being one of
the early settlers ; he settled right in the woods, and cut out the first stick of timber, built a log cabin and commenced in pioneer style; at the corner of the AIcDowell farm, in the early settlement, they erected a block-house for the protection
of the families of the neighborhood against the Indians ; he has been a resident
here for sixty-two years, constituting him one of the oldest residents now living in
the township; Mr. George 3IcDowell lived with his father till about 24
years of age. Feb. 14, 1843, was celebrated his marriage with 3Iary Weatherhead,
daughter of James and 3Iargaret AA7eatherhead ; 3Ir. AA'eatherhead was born in
Kentucky, his wife in Alarvland. coming to this county at quite an early day ; they
have had eight children, viz.. Frances Jane (deceased). Samantha A., AVilliam,
James A., John N., Henry H.. Alice Oniska ancl Editii Armitta; Air. 3IcDowell.
after his marriage, lived on rented farms for about six years, then he bought the
Hatfield farm, upon which he lived fourteen years ; he then went to the farm where
he now is and has since resided. 3Ir. 3IcDowell is, politically, a Democrat, and
has been Township Trustee for four terms and Assessor for three terms.
LEAVIS C. MANNING, farmer; P. 0. Casstown. Among the names of the
early settlers of 3Iiami Co. we find that of John 3Ianning. who was born in 31aryland
in 1742, and was a son of John and Sarah (Hall) 31 anning. who removed from Maryland to Loudoun Co., Va., when John, their son, was about 6 or 7 years of age: soon
after their arrival, they died, leaving John and a younger brother, Edmund,
orphans ; they were then taken ancl raised by a 3Ir. Hutcheson. and, when arriving
at majority, were among the first pioneer settlers of Red Stone country, in Pennsylvania ; here John was united in marriage with Sarah Shauhan. by whom he had
four or five children, two of whom lived to grow to maturity ; the eldest, Amos,
was a teamster in Gen. AA7ayne's campaign against the Indians; was taken sick and
died at Greenville in 1796 ; Betsey, the other child, was married to Bethuel Covault;
John, having lost his wife bv death, was afterward married to Elizabeth Harnett,
by whom he had thirteen children, ten of whom grew up and married as follows :
Sarah, married Charles Hilliard ; John, married Jane Berry : Enos. married Grassel
Cox ; Nancy, married Daniel Hilliard; AA'illiam, married Ruth Julian ; Benjamin,
married Harriet Denman ; Edward, married Alary Danford ; Amos, married Rachel
Dills ; Nathaniel, married Sarah Line ; and Elias. married Sarah Frost. The four
first mentioned were born in Pennsylvania, ancl the others in the - Northwest Territory." Mr. 3Ianning lost his second wife by death, and was mamed the third
time, to Elizabeth Hamlet, by whom he had one child, viz., Alargaret. vvho grew up
to womanhood and married T. J. Larsh. of Preble Co.. Ohio; in the establishment
of the " Alason and Dixon "Line." 31 r. 3Ianning was employed, as an axman, iu cutting through the heavy timbered lands, ancl. while performing this duty, took
observations of this Red Stone country on the 31onongahela • River, where, a short
time following, he settled as above related ; for some time he dealt extensively in
furs and ginseng, they being at that time chief articles of export of that country ;
afterward, he erected a grist-mill, which was the first one ever in that countiy,
which he ran successfully till 1789. when he sold out, ancl removed to what was
then known as the Northwest Territory, locating at the mouth of the Aliami, at a
place called Columbia ; here he remained about three years, then went up the river
about eight miles to a olace called Round Bottom ; here he erected a grist-mill,
which was probably the first mill on the Little 3Iiami; this mill he ran till 1799,
when he sold out to John Smith, who was one of the first delegates to Congress
from this Territory ; afterward, he located at what is now Piqua, in 3Iiami Co., and
here he soon erected a saw and grist mUl, being the first miU in what is now 3Iiami
Co.; in the erection of this miU, the stone was hewn out of a bowlder, and the
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spindles made from old iron hinges taken from the fort at Greenville, after its
reduction ; the bolting-cloths he obtained by riding to Lexington, Ky., on horseback ; under all these disadvantages to obtain materials for the building of the
mill, through the enterprise and energy of this pioneer, the work was accomplished,
which proved so great a blessing and convenience to this new settlement; their
appreciation of the benefits of this mill in the settlement was evidenced by the
anxiety manifested for its preservation during the great freshet of 1805, which
threatened its destruction, as it was surrounded by water from the overflow of the
river; Squire Caldwell, the first Justice of the Peace of AVashington Township,
recommended passing a cable around the mill and making it fast, to secure its
safety; but the mill stood unscathed, and remained for many years to serve the
community ; Mr. 3Ianning, with the assistance of Armstrong Brandon, in 1807,
platted and laid out the town of Piqua, 3Ir. Brandon receiving, for his services in
this work, each alternate lot; in April, 1817, 3Ir. 3Ianning's labors were finished,
and he was called from works to rewards. Here ended the life of one of the most
enterprising pioneers of 3Iiami Co., whose whole life was made up of the greatest
activity, and who, not satisfied with the slow routine of old settlements, continually
sought wider fields for activity and usefulness; in the opening-out and establishing
business in pioneer settlements, like Washington, his name will be handed down to
future generations for praise and admiration. Enos, the father of our subject, came
to Ohio with his father when only 2 years of age, and to Piqua when about 13
years of age; here he remained with his father till the war of 1812, when he
entered the army as a teamster, ancl was in active service as such during the war;
was at Detroit at the surrender of Hull's army, and there lost his team, his only
property, for which he afterward received remuneration from the Government;
after the close of the war, he engaged in the mercantile trade in Piqua for several
years, but, financially, proved unsuccessful; he was one of the proprietors, and laid
off in lots the North Addition of Piqua; he, like his father, was a very active,
energetic business man, and seemed to possess the same proclivities for the milling
business, having, during his life, erected three mills in the vicinity of Piqua;
though not financially meeting the same success as his father, he lived through the
panic, or convulsions of the war times, never wholly prostrated financially, as he
had an energy and business tact which enabled him to overcome all obstacles. He
was united in marriage 3Iay 16, 1816, with Grassel Cox, daughter of Benjamin S.
Cox, a native of 3Iarylanc_: by this union they had nine children, of whom two
are now living, viz., Lewis C. and James S. (now living in Dayton, Ohio); Mr. 3Ianning lost his wife by death in 1840. and, Oct. 24, 1854, he, too, passed away, without one moment's warning, by a stroke of palsy. Lewis C. 3Ianning was born in
Piqua 3Iarch 23, 1817, and remained with his father till his death. In June, 1855,
he was united in marriage with 3Irs. Elizabeth AA7illiamson, daughter of AVilliam
and Elizabeth 3Iendenhall, who were early settlers of this county ; by this union
they7 had two children, viz., AA'illiam and Harry ; in October, 1870, he lost his wife
by death, and, in 1873, was married to 3Irs. 3Ielvina Beamer, daughter of Thomas
and Elizabeth Rossiter, who are fully mentioned in the sketch of B. V. Rossiter in
this work. After Mr. Manning's first marriage, he located in Piqua, and, like his
father and grandfather, engaged in the milling business; this mill he ran till 1864,
then going to Shelby Co., where he ran a grist and saw mill for four years ; then
back to Piqua, where he served as Justice of the Peace for six years, finally settling
on the farm upon which he now resides ; this farm consists of 120 acres, and is the
old Rossiter homestead farm ; here he anticipates passing the balance of his life in
agricultural pursuits, looking upon this occupation as oue of the most independent
and pleasant pursuits man can engage in. 3Ir. 3Ianning, in his childhood days,
obtained but a limited education ; as he possessed a naturally quick and perceptive
inteUect, through application and observation, combined with study, he is now a
man of more than ordinary attainments, quite weU read in law, and possessing a
general knowledge of business, political and civU government. We have here made
quite, an extended sketch of the 3Ianning family, because, as a pioneer family of
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Miami Co. of more than ordinary interest, and of active lives of labor and usefulness, they- deserve special and prominent place in this history7.
J E S S E 3IEEK, farmer; P. 0 . Christiansburgh, Champaign Co. ; born in
Pennsylvania Nov7. 18, 1800 ; is a son of Basil and Diana (Evans) 3Ieek, who were
also born in Pennsylvania, the grandparents being from England; the parents
removed to Ohio in the spring of 1804, w-hen Jesse was 3 years of age, locating first in Hocking Co.. where they resided about ten years ; then going to 3Iiami
Co., locating on a farm near Tippecanoe, soon after the close of the war of 1812 ;
here he continued until his advanced age demanded that he should retire from
hard work ancl active life ; he placed the care ancl management of the farm with
his son John, living with him. and the other children, during the remainder of his
life ; in November. 1863. he died, being nearly 88 vears of age, and his wife, living
till 3Iarcli, 1864, aged 85 years ; both now lie in the family cemetery, upon the
farm of Jesse Aleek ; they were parents of nine children, of whom three are now
living, viz.. Jesse, David and Dr. Isaac 3Ieek. of Troy: Jesse lived with his father
till 23 years of age. Oct. 23. 1823, he was united in maniage with Sarah 31. Dye,
daughter of Benjamin and Elizabetii (Jackson) Dye. who were born in Pennsylvania, and came to Ohio, becoming among the early settlers of 3Iiami Co. ; were
cotemporaries of the Knoops, Gerards. 3Iartins. etc.. of pioneer notoriety of 3Iiami
Co.; by this maniage 3Ir. Meek and wife have become parents of nine children, of
whom five are now living, viz.. Diana (now AA'idow 3Iorris, residing in Troy), Benjamin Dye (living in Indiana). Sylvester. AA'illiam W. and John L. ; after 3Ir.
3Ieek"s marriage, he located upon the farm where he now resides, which he took
right in the thick, heavy timber, his nearest neighbor being two miles distant ;
soon others located near him, where they toiled and labored, aiding one another in
their log-rollings, etc.. being true neighbors in those days ; now. Mr. 3Ieek has a
beautiful farm, having by his labor cleared some 90 acres, and erected good buildings, with all necessary improvements ; he has now made a continued residence
here of fifty-seven years, and is nearly 80 years of age; he has given the management of the farm to his son John, who is married and lives with him on the place.
3Ir. Aleek and wife are members o f t h e Baptist Church, having been such for fortyfive years.
*REAT. ADOLPHUS B. NIXON, minister ; P. O. Casstown; born in Boothsville, 3Iarion Co., AV. Va., Aug. 6.1846 ; is a son of Robert P. and Catharine Caroline
(Hayhurst) Nixon, who were also born in A'irginia. the grandparents coming from
the same State, the ancestry originally from England ; the grandfather (Hayhurst)
is still living, at the advanced age of 94 years ; he was in the war of 1812. and
passed through many conflicts with the I n d i a n s ; Robert and Catharine are
still residents of AArest A'irginia: he was in the Union army in the war of the
rebellion, through its entire service ; they were the parents of thirteen children, of
whom ten are now living, viz.. Sebastian C . Adolphus, Harman A. (residing in Illinois, a minister of the Gospel). AA'illiam A.. Ella C. (now 'Airs. Robinson, of West
Virginia), John S. (also of AA'est A'irginia), Addie AI. (living in AA'est Arirginia)
Alice C. and Harvev R.. twins (now living in AA'est A'irginia) and AVaviand
L . ; Rev. Nixon lived with his parents till 24 years of age ; he engaged
in the occupation of farming; having obtained a good common-school education
and one year's course at the Academy at Pruntytown, he now entered the Denison University, at Granville. Ohio, where he remained three years, when his health
failing, he was obliged to desist from further prosecution of his studies ; he came
to 31iami Co., engaged in the occupation of teaching, which he followed about one
year, and during this time was called to preach the Gospel, making his first effort
in the Baptist Church at Casstown : on Dec. 20. 1873. was regularly ordained as a
minister of the Gospel. Alarch 26, 1874. was united in marriage with Sarah
Alice S. Barnes, a daughter of Abel R. and Alary Barnes, who were born in Ohio,
and were parents of four children, of whom two are now living, viz., William Crozier and Sarah Alice S. Samuel T., now deceased, was in the war o f t h e rebellion,,
where, from exposure and hardships, he contracted disease which caused his.
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death five months after his return from the army ; his was one of the many lives
sacrificed in the defense of our country. Rev. Nixon and wife have had one
child, viz., Mamie Pearl, now deceased. Soon after their marriage, they removed
to Chicago, and he took a course of study in the Theological Seminary, being
engaged there one year. Having retained his pastorate in the church at Casstown
and also at Lena, he returned to Casstown and took charge of these churches,
remaining their pastor to the present time ; during his pastorate here the membership of the Casstown Church has increased from sixty-eight to one hundred and
forty members, and that of the Lena Church from seventy to two hundred and
fifty members, showing a remarkable progress, and we may hope that as he is still
a y7oung man in the Alaster's vineyard, that, as a watchman upon the walls of Zion,
the great and good work he has done may be but the beginning of a greater work
in the future, and at the last great day he may have - many stars in his crown of
rejoicing."
ANDREAV RALSTdN, farmer ; P. 0. Fletcher ; born in Aliami Co. Jan. 26,
1839 ; is son of Barnabas and Alelinda (A\7elclihans) Ralston. He was born in
this county Aug 9, 1807, being probably one of the oldest men now living who
was born in 3Iiami Co. His wife, 3Ielinda, was born in Warren Co.. Ohio. The
grandfather, Allen Ralston, was born in Scotland, and came to this country with
his parents when only 3 years of age. arriving in the last ship which was permitted to come over prior to the Revolutionary- war. The mother of Barnabas was a
daughter of Barnabas Blue, of pioneer history- in the early settlement of this
county. Barnabas and Alelinda were the parents of five children, viz., Jacob,
David, Catharine, deceased ; Alary, deceased, and Andrew. Barnabas, the father,
has always from his birth lived upon the same section of land, Sec. 22, and after
his marriage he settled, cleared and cultivated the farm from its native woods.
Mr. Ralston, our subject, has lived with his father most of his life, being unmarried, and having taken charge of and carried on the farm for several years. Politically, he is a Democrat. In August, 1862, during the war of the rebellion, he
enlisted in the 11 Oth 0. Y. I., ancl served till the close of the war ; he was in the
battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House, Cold Harbor, Petersburg
and several engagements under Gen. Sheridan in his Shenandoah Valley campaigns of 1864 ; he was sent back to the Potomac army, with which he remained,
taking part in the many engagements that occurred up to the close of the war; in
the final engagement at Petersburg it was their 6th Corps, as declared in a speech
of Gen. 3Iead. that broke the rebel lines and caused the evacuation of Petersburg,
and, consequently, of Richmond : then followed the surrender of Gen. Lee, which
glorious sight was gladly and fully witnessed by 31 r. Ralston.
REA7. ELIJAH 31. RAPP. minister. Casstown ; born in 3Iiami Co., Ohio, on
the farm where he now resides. Oct. 14. 1836 ; is a son of Barnett and Alary (AVersler) Rapp, who were born in Pennsylvania, and removed to this county in spring
of 1836, locating on the farm where our subject now resides. The grandparents
were also natives of Pennsylvania, the ancestry originally coming from Germany
and Scotland. Barnett and 3Iary were parents of ten children, of whom five are
now Uving, viz., Benjamin F.. Caroline V.. Elijah. Laura C, now 3Irs. James H.
Stratton and Oliver B. AVhen they located on this farm there was but a small
portion cleared, with log buildings, in which they lived for several years, clearing
and making improvements as time and means would permit; being a blacksmith
by trade, he worked more or less at that in connection with fanning during the
greater portion of his life ; he succeeded in getting most of his farm under cultivation, and erected comfortable and convenient buildings. The father departed
this life Aug. 27, 1875, and the mother Aug. 16, 1876 ; they had been active
Christian workers in the church for many years, having united with the A7alley
Baptist Church of Chester Co., Penn., in September, 1832 ; when, locating here,
united with the Lost Creek Biaptist Church by letter. Air. Elijah Rapp, at 18
years of age, went to learn the carpenter trade with James Long, with whom he
served one year, then with his brother Benjamin, with whom he served two years ;
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he and his brother entered into partnership and carried on the business about six
months, when he bought out his brother and managed the business till 1859 ; he
returned home and farmed his father's place till 1862, when, at the caU of his
country he enlisted in her defense in the 94th 0. V. I., serving through the war.
He was united in marriage Dec. 25, 1859, with 3Iary F. Sayers, born June 16,
1841, being a daughter of Benjamin and Emiline (Tytus) Sayers, he being born
in 3Iiami Co., and she in New Jersey. They were parents of only one child,
Mary F. Elijah and 3Iary by their union have had four children, viz., Elmer Elsworth, Barnett Augustus, deceased, Charles Estus and William Hartley. After
3Ir. Rapp's return from the war, he located on a piece of land about one mile
north of the home farm, being a place the family had purchased while he was in the
army ; here he fanned this piece of land in connection with working at his trade
till September, 1867, when lie was ordained a minister in the Christian Church,
filling ministerial duties in the church since that time. In the fall of 1870, Mr.
Rapp sold their property and located in Casstown, where he resided till the spring
of 1878, when he moved backto the home farm, where he has since resided. They
have been members of the church since the spring of 1858.
CHARLES P. ROGERS, farmer; P. 0. Casstown ; born Oct. 18,1818, in Clermont Co.. Ohio ; is the son of Asa and Rebecca (Parker) Rogers, who were both
born in New Jersey, and came to Ohio after the war of 1812, locating in Clermont
Co., where he remained till about 1825, when he moved into this county7 and
located in Lost Creek, remaining there until his death, July 31, 1874, aged nearly
83 years ; his wife died Dec. 15. 1872, aged 75 years ; they were the parents of
eleven children, viz., Charles P.. Isaac (deceased), John, Furman (deceased),
Jarvis S.. 3Iary Ann (now 3Irs. Hammon, living in Troy), Joseph P., Lewis K.
(deceased). Nancy (now 3Irs. Sayers. in Troy), Harriet S. (now 3Irs. Dr. I. Dever,
living in Troy), and Sarah Jane, now Airs. George AA7. Cosley, of Troy. When 3Ir.
Rogers, the father of our subject, located in this county, he settled in the woods,
where there was a log cabin, into wliich they moved ; he cleared the farm, set out
a good orchard, ancl had all in good cultivation. In the spring of 1847, he moved
into Casstown, where he died. Our subject lived with his father till 19 years of
age, when he left home and went to Addison to learn the blacksmith's trade,
remaining there till 21 years of age : then he worked as a journeyman in different
places for about two years, when he went home to his father's, where, after a time,
he built a shop and carried on blacksmithing until 1846 ; moved then to Casstown,
and there carried on the business until 1863, when he left his trade and went on
to a farm, since which lie has devoted himself to agricultural pursuits ; he located
at his present residence in February, 1866 ; he now owns 223 acres of land, in good
repair. 3Ir. Rogers was raarried Sept. 30, 1846, to Sarah, daughterof George Cox ;
they had one child, viz., Furman C. 3Ir. Rogers lost his wife Aug. 11, 1849, and
Sept. 10, 1850, was united in marriage with 3Irs. Eliza Ann Walker, daughter of
George and Sarah Alarkley. who were natives of Pennsylvania ; they have had seven
children, viz., Lewis (deceased). Florence (deceased), Irene, (now 3Irs. A. B. Thackera), Aladison (deceased), Theodore L., Gilbert 31. and Sherman T. 3Ir. Rogers is,
politically, a Republican.
BAINBRIDGE V. ROSSITER, farmer; P. 0. Casstown ; born in 3Iiami Co.,
July 18, 1838 ; is son of Thomas AV. and Elizabeth (AA'esler) Rossiter. who were
born in Pennsylvania, the grandparents were also natives of Pennsylvania ; the
ancestry on the father's side were probably from France, and on the mother's side
from Germany. The parents. Thomas and Elizabeth, removed to this county in
October, 1835, where they resided till the death ofThomas. which occurred in July,
1869 ; the mother is still living, and is now 77 years of age. They were parents
of seven children, of whom four are now living, viz.. Alelvina E., now 3Irs. L. C.
31anning; Byron P. ; 3Iary A., now 3Irs. D. Ever, living in Iowa ; and Bainbridge
Y. 3Ir. Rossiter lived with his parents till his marriage, which occurred 3Iay 20,
1862, when he was united to Catharine Eyer, daughter of Samuel and Esther Eyer,
who were bom in Pennsylvania, but located in this county at an early day. They
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•were the parents of nine children, of whom four are living, viz., Sarah, now Mrs.
Levi Simmons ; David, living in Iowa; Elizabeth, now 3Irs. William Howell, also
in Iowa, and Henry. May 20, 1864, the second anniversary of their marriage, his
wife Catharine was taken away by death. In April, 1867, Mr. Rossiter was united
in marriage with Harriet Deweese, daughter of William and Susannah Deweese,
who were natives of Virginia, but settled in this county at an early day. They
were parents of ten children, of whom three are living, viz., John, Mary A.,
and Harriet. By this union they have three children—Elmer B., born 3Iay 26,
1868 ; Harry G., born Sept. 9, 1871 ; and 3Iarvin T., born Nov. 4,1876. Thomas^
the father of our subject, was a carpenter by trade, which he followed more or less
for many years, in conjunction with farming ; but later in life he took up the practice of medicine, which he followed several years, till, his health failing him, he
retired from all active business. He was a very active Christian worker ; organized the first Sabbath school ever held in Lost Creek Township, of which he was
Superintendent for many years. Mr. Rossiter, our subject, after his marriage,
located upon the farm where he now resides, comprising 135 acres with two good
houses, barns and other buildings. Politically, Mr. Rossiter is a Democrat. He
and his wife are members of the Christian Church; he having been a member for
twenty years, and she for eleven vears.
BYRON P. ROSSITER, farmer ; P. 0. Casstown. Byron P. Rossiter. son of
Thomas W. and Elizabeth Rossiter, was born on the banks of the Schuylkill River,
in Chester Co., Penn.; settled with his parents in this county in 1835, in Lost
Creek Township, Sec. 14.
J O S H U A ROUTZAHN, farmer; P. 0. Casstown ; born in3IarylandOct. 31,
1832 ; is a son of Adam ancl 3Iary (Poffenberger) Routzahn, who were also born in
Maryland and still reside there. They are the parents of seven cliildren, viz., Isaiah,
Joshua, Elizabeth 31., Catharine R., Carlton C, David B. and 3Ianzella S. The
grandparents came from Germany. Our subject lived with his father till his
majority, then came West to Ohio, and located in this county and township ; he
worked a few months for Henry Yates, then went to John Odaffer's, where he
remained about fifteen years, working the farm on shares, at the expiration of
which time he bought the farm where he now resides. On Sept. 16. 1857, he was
married to Harriet Odaffer, daughter of John and 3Iary (Swords) Odaffer, both born
in Pennsylvania. They were parents of eight children, viz., David (deceased), Elizabeth, Catharine, Harriet, Alary (married toD. AArhitmore. but now deceased). Sarah,
Emiline and Almeda. The family of Odaffers were early pioneers in this county,
coming here in about 1826. 3Ir. Routzahn and wife are parents of one cliild. viz.,
Minnie K. He has a farm consisting of 80 acres, good buildings and everything
needed to make a pleasant home. He is one vvho lias the confidence of the community- in which he lives ; has been Township Trustee three years, and Assessor
three years. 3Ir. Routzahn has been a member of the Lutheran Church for thirtyyears ; his wife has been a member of the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church for nearly
twenty7 years.
J O H N R. STRATTON, farmer; P. 0 . Casstown ; born in 3Iiami Co., Ohio, on
the farm upon which he now resides, Nov. 27, 1831 ; is a son of Orange and Isabella (Long) Stratton, he being born in Pennsylvania and she in Virginia. The
grandparents on the father's side were born in Connecticut, on the mother's side in
Ireland, coming to this country with their parents when about 10 years of age ;
the grandparents on the father's side came to Ohio and located in Hamilton Co. in
about 1820, where they lived and died ; on the mother's side they came and
located in 3Iiami Co. in about 1830. Orange and Isabella, the parents, located
first in Hamilton Co., Ohio, where they lived about ten years, going thence to
Miami Co., and locating upon the farm now owned by John ; they had nine children, five of whom are living, viz., John R., James H., De Witt Clinton, Huldah
M. (now Mrs. John E. Walker) and 3Iartha H. Mr. Stratton, our subject, remained
with his parents till 17 years of age, when he went to Cincinnati, into Roberts &
Moffatt's diy-goods establishment, where he clerked for four years, then went to
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New Orleans, clerking in a wholesale grocery two years ; removing to St. Louis,
he clerked two years ; arriving at Davenport, Iowa, he clerked six years ; thence
going twenty miles into the country, he rented a farm, where he remained two
years. In August, 1862, he enlisted in the 20th Iowa Y. I., and senred through the
war of the rebellion ; was in the battle of A7icksburg, when that place was taken,
and at the taking of Ft. Alorgan, ancl other engagements ; at the close of the war
he received an honorable discharge, ancl returaed home ; he then located upon the
home place vvith his parents. He was united in marriage, Dec. 13, 1866, with
Jennie A. AValker, daughter of John ancl Alargaret AValker, who were natives of
Pennsylvania, and came to this county about 1850 ; they were the parents of six
children, of whom three are now living, viz., Josiah, John and Jennie A. 3Ir.
Stratton and wife by this union have had four children, viz., Othniel (dying in
infancy), Eugene Clifford. Curtis AA7. and Susan A'iola ; they remained with their
parents till their death, the father dying Oct. 1.1875. ancl the mother April 4.1879,
since which time John has farmed the place ; he has 80 acres of good land, with
comfortable buildings, constituting a pleasant farmer's residence. Politically, Air.
Stratton is a Republican ; religiously, he is a Presbyterian.
JA31ES 31. STUART, blacksmith, Casstown. Among the business men of
Casstown. and one of the most prominent blacksmiths of the town, is James 31.
Stuart, who was born in Armstrong Co.. Penn.. 3Iarch 21, 1834 ; he is a son of
James and Hannah (Aloore) Stuart, who were natives of Pennsylvania ; the grandfather came from Scotland, and the grandmother was born in Pennsylvania, but her
ancestry also came from Scotland. James and Hannah were parents of nine children, of whom five are living—AA'illiam J., living in Sharon, Penn.; David P., of
Clarion. Penn.; John G., of Shelby Co., AIo.; Alexander S. and James 31. The
parents lived ancl died in Pennsylvania; the mother dying when James was onlytwo years of age, but the father still kept house and took care of his children, till
James vvas twelve years of age, when he was placed with his married sister, with
whom he lived till sixteen years of age ; at this age he went to learn the blacksmith's trade with Henry Crumb, of Kittanning. Penn., where he served an apprenticeship of four years : thence came to Ohio, located in Brown Township, this
county, and carried on his trade one year ; then worked as a journeyman for one
year ; tried farming for five years. 31 ay 16, 1859, vvas united in marriage with
Frances AA7. Roberts, daughter of Israel and Elizabeth Roberts, natives of Pennsylvania ; by this union they have had eight children, of whom six are now living,
viz., Alice E., Charles C. Alary 31., Effie J.. Lee and Bessie B. After Mr. Stuart's
five years of farming had expired, he again went to his trade, which he followed
about one year; Aug. 5. 1862. he enlisted in the 94th 0. Y. I. and served through
the war, being with Gen. Sherman in his raid through the South ; was in the battles
of Perrysville, Ky.. Stone River. Tenn.. Lookout 3Iountain, 3Iission Ridge, Ringgold,
and Resaca; at the latter place his regiment lost every fifth man, being a very
severe engagement; was also at the siege of Atlanta ancl in other battles ; his life
was spared, and at the close of the war he vvas permitted to return to his home
and friends. He then located in Addison. Champaign Co.. Ohio, where he worked
at his trade two years ; thence came to Casstown, where he has carried on business
to the present time ; lie has been in business here thirteen years, has a good run
of custom ancl is doing well. 3Ir Stuart is a member of the Baptist Church, his
membership covering a period of twenty-two years.
WILLIA3I TYLER, blacksmith. Casstown ; born in England, April 28,1830 ;
is a son of Francis and Jane Tyler, who were born in England, and were parents of
seven children viz.. Fannie. Williani. 3Iary Ann. Elizabeth. Emma. George and
Eliza, all residing in England except AAilliam. who. in Alay, 1852, emigrated to
America. He had served a seven-years apprenticeship at blacksmithing under his
father, according to law and custom of that country. He located at Kenton. Ohio,
worked at his trade two months; then went to Springfield Ohio, where he worked
at horse-shoeing exclusively for about three weeks ; removed to Dayton, and
worked two to three years, being employed in every shop but one in Day-ton, his object
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being to learn all the ways and modes of the trade in this country, and to become
thoroughly acquainted with the wants of the people, and the trade as it exists here.
He located at Pleasant Hill, this county7, thence going to Preble Co., thence to Troy,
afterward to Wisconsin, finally to Casstown, where he has carried on the business
fourteen years. About the year 1858 he was united in marriage with 3Iiss Effie,
daughter of Peter Banta, by whom he has had four children, of whora three are
now living, viz., Caroline, George and Charles. 3Ir. Tyler has, during his manv
years of trade in this town, done a good business ; his efficiency, by the length and
thoroughness of his apprenticeship in England, constitutes him a master workman
at his profession; he has accumulated a competency and is prepared to live and
enjoy the fruits of his labors ; he still works and carries on a good business, preferring work to idleness.
GEN. JOHN AVEBB, farmer; P. 0. Casstown. Gen. Jolm Webb, who was
born in 3Iason Co., Ky., May 7, 1793. is son of John and Rachel (Davis) AVebb,
he being a native of A'irginia, and she of Pennsylvania; the ancestry on the
father's side were from England, and on the mother's side from AVales. The
father, John, removed from Kentucky in 1797, ancl located near Dayton, Ohio,
where he resided till 1811, when he started on horseback to come to Aliami Co.,
to view and purchase some land ; his horse becoming frightened, he was thrown
to the ground and killed, right in sight of his family, Nov. 28, 1811. Gen. AVebb,
the subject of our sketch, located in this county in 1807, and engaged in teaching
a school, which vvas the first in Lost Creek region ; the school-room was a small
log house with windows made by holes cut through the logs, and sticks placed
perpendicularly, with greased paper pasted over them, through which they received
the light; the seats were hewed timbers with legs put into them, constituting
benches for the pupils. In this kind of schoolhouses our subject, John, attended,
and obtained the limited education qualifying him for his work of teaching, and
acquired, prior to 16 years of age, at wliich time he taught the above-mentioned
school ; he followed the occupation of teaching for seven or eight years. In the
spring of 1812, he bought 128 acres of land, where he now lives, residing in the
log cabins then on it. In 1813, he enlisted in the war. expecting to go to Detroit,
but the Indians became so dangerous through this section that they had to build
block-houses, and reserve a great portion of the soldiers for the home defense.
John was among those sent to Greenville, where he served about 6 months ; he
returned to his farm and mother, who resided with hira till her death. On Nov.
14, 1815, he celebrated his marriage with Priscilla Knight, daughter of William
and Priscilla (Corbly) Knight, who were natives of Pennsylvania. By this union
they had eleven children, viz.. Lewis R., AVilliam K., Thomas, Benjamin F. and
John Shelby, both deceased, dying in California; Jabez S.. dying in infancy ;
Anna, Eliza, dying at 10 years of age ; Elvira, now 31 rs. Jacob AVeatherhead,
living in Shelby Co., Ohio; EUen 3Iaria, deceased, and Julia Ann. deceased. His
wife, Priscilla, departed this life from a stroke of palsy, in January, 1870. Gen.
Webb has passed through all the trying ordeals of a pioneer life, but his labors
have been crowned with success ; he has a good farm and everything to make
life comfortable and happy; he has been spared to the advanced age of 87 years.
In his military life, he passed through all the grades of offices from a common
soldier to a Major General. In civil life he has held the offices of Assessor,
Appraiser, Constable, Township Trustee and Justice of the Peace: the latter office
he held for thirty years ; he has been an active member of the Baptist Church
for fifty-three years, and its Clerk for forty years, also Clerk of the 3Iad River
Association for about forty years.
SA3IUEL WEBB, retired; P. O. Casstown ; born in this township and county ;
is a son of Elisha and 3Iary Webb, he being a native of Pennsylvania, she of
Maryland, whose ancestry is mentioned in the sketch of John AA7ebb, in this work ;
Elisha, the father, was born Jan. 25, 1778, and came to 3Iiami Co. with his mother
and brother John at the date stated in John's sketch, being among the early pioneers ; he located on a farm one-half mile north of Casstown, where he cleared a
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farm and made a home from the primeval forests; 3Ir. Webb was a man of peculiar home habits, being a very industrious, hard-working man, very devoted to his
home interests and his family ; he never even went to Troy, a distance of four
miles : the canal having then been built twenty years, he had never seen it until
one clay, by great coaxing of some of his neighbors, he was induced to go with
them and see i t ; he was religiously very devoted, knowing the Bible almost by
heart, yet never attended church, but ever extending his hospitality to the ministers, bringing up his family to be constant attendants of church services ; in his
later years he became possessed of considerable means, and often loaned money to
his neighbors, but would never take a note therefor, believing that if a man's
word was not good neither was his note ; these were some of his peculiarities, but
he vvas of undoubted character, an excellent neighbor, and one whose life was a
benefit to his generation. They were the parents of ten children, eight of whom
are living—Hannali (now Airs. J. 3Iartin), John (now living in 3Iichigan). Samuel
B., Rachel (now AViclow Cregar. living in Seneca Co.. Ohio). Nancy (now
Airs. Jones). Joseph D. (living in Alercer Co.), Pamelia (now 3Irs. Young)
and James T.; 3Iary A\7ebb. the mother, departed this life 3Iarch 17, 1873,
and Elisha Oct. 13. 1873. Air. AA7ebb. our subject, learned the carpenter's trade
while young ; at this trade and farming he spent most of his life, until 1867 ; then
he became a dealer in nursery stock, which business he followed for nine years,
since wliich he has lived in Casstown mostly, retired from active business. On
Sept. 21, 1876, he was united in marriage with Jennie Pyfer. a daughter of J o h n
and Alary Ann Pyfer. he being a native of Virginia and she of Alaryland ; Mr.
Pyfer is now a resident of 3Iercer Co., Ohio ; Jennie, their daughter, and wife of
our subject, received a good education and taught school for sixteen years, until
her marriage with 3Ir. Webb.
DAVID J. AVHITAIORE, farmer and stock-dealer ; P. 0 . Casstown ; born in
Miami Co.; is a son of Henry ancl Sarah (Jones) AVhitmore ; Air. AVhitmore was
born in A'irginia and his wife in Kentucky : in 1831. he bought and located upon
the farm where his son David now lives ; they were parents of five children, viz.:
Mary Jane (deceased), David J.. Elizabetii (now Airs. Thomas J. AA'ebb. living in
Indiana), Sarali E. and Alartha A. (twins—deceased); his wife died in 1843. and, in
1845. he was married to Alary Stephenson, daughter of Jacob and Rachel Saylor;
Henry, the fiither, took his farm mostly in the woods, cleared the land and erected
all the buildings by his own labor and industry, but, in his later years, was enabled
to enjoy the fruits of his labors, and to leave to his children a nice home ; he died
Sept. 21, 1879 ; his wife is still living with David. Air. David AVhitmore was
united in marriage, in 1858. to Alary AV., daughter of John and Alary Odaffer, who
were born in Pennsylvania, and carae to this county at an early day ; they had
two children, viz.. Henry AI. and John C. (deceased) ; Air. Whitmore lost his wife
in 1864. and. in 1866. was married to Cassie A., daughter of Edmund D. and Deborah
M. Lewis ; they have had three children, viz., Alary L.. Edmund S. and Estella V.
3Ir. AV. has been Township Treasurer one year, and Township Trustee for seven
vears.
J O H N H. WILGUS, farmer ; P. 0 . Conover: born in AVarren Co.. Ohio, Oct.
5, 1831 ; is a son of Thoraas and Anna (Hunt) AVilgus. whose sketch appears in
full in this work. Air. AAilgus. our subject, lived with his tather till his marriage,
which event occurred Aug. 23. 1856. when he was united with Dulcena Frazee,
daughter of Lewis and Rebecca (AVoIcott) Frazee, who were both born iu Ohio, the
Frazee family and the Wolcotts being araong the early settlers of Aliami Co.; the
ancestry of the Frazee family were originally from France, and of the AVoIcott
familv from AA7ales ; Lewis and Rebecca were the parents of eight children, of
whom five are now living, viz., Jerusha, now 3Irs. John 3Iitchell. of Brown Township ; Dulcena; 3Ioses. living in Urbana. 111.; Sarah, now 3Irs. Seise, living in
Champaign Co.. 111. ; and 3Ionis, also living in lllmois; 3Ir. AVilgus and wife, by
this union, have had nine children, of whom six are now living, viz., Lewis F.,
John Franklin, Rousseau, Thomas, Ralph and William. After his marriage, Mr.
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WUgus first located on the Frazee farm, where they lived till about 1864, when he
came to his present location, where he has since resided; he has 152 acres of excellent land, upon which he has erected a fine brick house, constituting a beautiful
farmer's residence. Politically, 3Ir. AVilgus is a Republican ; he has been Township Trustee and held several other offices.
TH03IAS AVILGUS, farmer; P. 0. Conover; born in New Jersey Sept. 18,
1807 ; is a son of AVilliam and Alary (AVright) AVilgus, natives of New Jersey ; the
grandfather, John, was from England, and the grandmother, AlcCabe, was of Irish
descent; WiUiam was born Feb. 29, 1776; he and his wife removed from New
Jersey, and landed at Cincinnati June 9, 1815, locating in AVarren Co., where they
lived and died, he departing this life Alarch 9, 1866. being 90 years of age, and his
wife in September, 1843 ; they were the parents of ten children, of whom seven
are living, viz., Thomas, AVilliam. James, Daniel (living in Xenia, Ohio). Alary (now
Mrs. Joseph Nedry, living in AA7arren Co.), Lydia (now Widow Dunham, living in
Illinois) and Harriet (now 3Irs. Sabin, living in AVarren Co.). 3Ir. AA7ilgus, our subject, was united in marriage Oct. 29, 1830. vvith Anna Hunt, daughter of John and
Jane (Phillips) Hunt, natives of South Carolina and early settlers of Ohio; they
had three children, now all deceased, Anna, the wife of Air. AVilgus, departing this
life Oct. 29, 1834 ; Mr. AVilgus and wife had two children—John H. and _Mary
(now 31rs. J. Babb). June 16, 1836, he was united in maniage with Hannah
Robinson, daughter of Richard and Lydia Robinson, natives of New Jersey ; they
had four children, of whom three are living—AVilliam. Alichael R. and Tliomas.
Mr. Wilgus, after his first marriage, lived in AVarren Co. two years, then in Aliami
Co., on the place where he now resides ; this farm, upon which only 25 acres were
cleared when he located, with a log cabin, in which they lived for several years,
now has 130 acres in cultivation; in 1855, he erected a large frame house, which
enabled them to live in comfort; in 1862, his fine house was destroyed by fire, but,
with his accustomed energy and industrv. he went to work. and. in a short time,
had erected his present large house : about the same time, he purchased 250 acres
of land adjoining his farm on the south, constituting a farm of 570 acres of excellent land ; this he has accumulated by his own labor and industry. 31r. AA'ilgus
and wife have been members of the AI. E. Church for twentv-five years.
CHARLES P. YOUNG, tailor. Casstown ; born in 3Iaryland* 3Iay 20, 1829 ;
is a son of Peter ancl Charlotte (Geisinger) Young, both natives of 3Iaryland,
where they lived and died. The grandparents were also natives of 3Iaryland, but
the ancestry came from Germany ancl England. Peter ancl Charlotte were parents
of ten children, of whom six are now living, viz.. Sarah Jane, now 3Irs. J. W.
White ; Cassandra G., now Airs. H. T. Rudy ; Ellen ; Ann Louisa, now Airs. Shaffer ;
Charlotte Elizabeth, now 3Irs. Kefauvre ; and Charles P. ; the five daughters all
living at present time in 3Iaryland. In 1850, 3Ir. Peter Young was Deputy 3Iarshall, and took the census of 3Iiddletown and Catoctin Districts, of 3Iaryland. Mr.
Young, our subject, lived with his father until 21 years of age. and during this
time learned the tailoring business, at which profession he has devoted himself
the most of his life ; he followed his trade in 3Iaryland till 1864. when he removed
to Springfield, Ohio, thence to 3Iiami Co., then back to Springfield, remaining some
two years ; back to 3Iiami Co. again, where he has since resided, following his
trade, having continued the business here for sixteen years. Jan. 13, 1870, 3Ir.
Young was united in marriage with Pamelia P. AA7ebb, daughter of Elisha and
Mary Webb, who are mentioned in sketch of John AA7ebb in this work. Air. Young,
has had a life experience at his trade, and is now considered one of the best workmen in the county, having all the work he can attend to. doing a large amount of
custom work for Kaufman & Ellis, of Troy. 3Ir. Young is a stanch Republican,
and has been Justice of the Peace for three years.
HARRISON YOUTSEY, farmer ; P.~0. Casstown ; born in 3Iaryland Jan.
20, 1821 ; is a son of John and Catharine Youtsey, who were probably born in
Maryland, the ancestry originally coming from Germany. John and Catharine
removed from Maryland to 3Iiami Co. in 1831, and located upon the farm where
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G- G. McDowell now resides ; there he lived about seven years, then went to the
farm whieh has since been known as the Sanderson place, and resided three years,
after which he resided with his children until his death, which occurred in January. 1859. Mr. Youtsey lived with his father until 20 years, of age. Nov. 9,
1843, he was united in marriage with Sarah Ann Saunders, daughter of William
and Elizabeth (Sheets) Saunders, by which union they have had eleven children, of
whom five are now living, viz., Maria Ellen, now Airs. Amos Cromer ; AA7illiam H.;
John C. ; Clara, now*Airs. AVilliam Linton ; and Andrew S. 3Ir. Youtsey, after his
marriage, located for a few months in Elizabeth Township, near Sheets' Mills, then
went on a farm south of Casstown, where he resided about four years, afterward
going on to a farm near 31iami City and residing four years, finally settling on a
farm where he now resides. AVhen Air. Youtsey was married and started out in
life, he was possessed of barely enough means to keep house and live in the most
humble style : now he owns five good farms, embracing 724 acres, all excellent
land, and most of the farms have good improvements with excellent buildings ; on
his home place he has a large, fine house, which he built since he located upon the
farm. This large amount of property has mostly been accumulated by his own
energy and industry in the space of thirty-five years.

STAUNTON T O W N S H I P .
JOHN D. BATTSON, farmer; P. 0. Troy ; was born in 3Iontgomery Co.,
Ohio, 3Iarch 14, 1835, and is a son of AVilliam and Eacy J. (Donavan) Battson.
3Ir. Battson was born in \7irginia and 3Irs. Battson in Pennsylvania, coming to
Ohio at an early day. They were parents of two children, viz.. John D., and Joseph,
dying in infancy. 3Ir. Battson, the father, was first united in marriage with Sarali
3IcCann, daughter of James and Ann 3IcCann ; by this union they had seven children, of whom five are living, viz., Rachel, James, 3Iordecai 3Iilton, 3Iaria and
Jonathan. He came to this county in 1838, and located in Elizabeth Township,
where he remained about three years ; thence into Staunton Townsliip, where he
lived and died, departing this life Nov7. 5, 1854. 3Ir. Battson, our subject, lived
with his father till his death, and then with his mother till Aug. 28, 1856, when
he was united in marriage with Catharine J. Ullery, daughter of Adam and Mary
Charlotte Ullery, who were from Germany, coming to this country in 1823 ; they
located in Pennsylvania, then in Ohio, near Dayton, where he lived a short time,
finally removing to 3Iiami Co., where he lived and died at the advanced age of 89.
He was one of the first of Napoleon's soldiers, and was in several severe engagements
under that distinguished warrior and conqueror. AVhen he came to this county,
he opened out and cleared a farm from the native forest. Here they met all the
hardships and dangers of pioneer life, their nearest neighbors being the Indians,
wolves, bear, deer, etc., which infested the forests where they came to make a
home ; but from year to year the forests disappeared, and other settlers came nearer
to them, till, in his latter years, he enjoyed the comforts of a good home, good
neighbors and excellent conveniences. John D. Battson and wife are parents of
eleven children, ten of whom are living, viz., Clara Jane, Jonathan Homer, John
Sherman, Joseph 3Iorton, 3Iary 3Iaud, Hattie Emily. AA7illiam Ellsworth, Dora Bell
and Flora May (twins) and Daisy Dean. Since Air. Battson's marriage, he has followed farming on rented farms in 3Iiami Co. (with the exception of eight years,
during which he lived in Darke Co.) until three years ago, when he bought the farm
upon which he now resides. He, like his father before him, is an industrious,
straightforward man, having the confidence of his neighbors and the community
where he lives ; he has been Justice of the Peace for seven years, and Township
Clerk for five years.
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CYRUS T. BROWN, farmer; P. 0. Troy ; was born in 3Iiami Co., June
13, 1844, is a son of Daniel and Eliza H. (Telford) Brown ; 3Ir. Brown was born
in Rhode Island 3Iay7 9, 1809, and his wife in this county Dec. 10, 1816 ; the
grandfather, Amold Brown, was also born in Rhode Island, emigrating to Ohio in
1834, and locating in Hamilton Co., where he remained about four years, then going
to Miami Co., on the farm where Cyrus now lives ; the farm was nearly all in the
woods, with a log cabin on it. He was father of six children ; here he and his son
Daniel commenced to clear up and make a home. They started from the commencement in the dairy business, making butter and cheese, some of which they
marketed near home and some in Cincinnati ; there being no railroads, they had
to go through vvith teams. Daniel, the son, was married June 13. 1843 ; by this
union they had six children, viz., Cyrus T., Cornelia J., 3Iary B., now a physician
in New York City ; Rebecca 0., now deceased ; Arnold 0. ancl Harry AA7. 3Ir.
Brown, the father, always remained upon the home place with his father till his
death, which occurred April 13, 1869, he being about 83 years of age, after which
he still continued upon the farm till Dec. 24, 1877, when he. too. was called away
by death. His sons now have the management of the place, which their fathers
have improved and brought into a fine state of cultivation, with good buildings and
many conveniences. 3Ir. Brown, the father, first bought 160 acres, and from time
to time added more to it, by purchase, till he became owner of 1.000 acres ; at
various times portions were sold, until now they have 500 acres, one of the largest
farms in Staunton Township. Mr. Daniel Brown was one of the moving spirits iu
the leading business enterprises, ancl one of the originators of the First National
Bank of Troy, holding some $20,000 of stock in the same ; was also one of the
organizers of the Gas Company. He erected the ''Beehive Corner," or Brown's
Block, as it is usually known in Troy ; duiing the building of this block. 3Ir. Brown
met with an accident, from which his life was miraculously saved ; he fell from the
third story- to the pavement below, striking on his feet and sliding into the cellar.
The fall was caused by some mismanagement of the derrick in raising material to
the top of the building at wliich he was working ; he was thrown head foremost over
the walls of the building, but catching by the ropes, turned himself, striking upon
his feet; although badly hurt ancl jarred, his life was saved. Daniel Brown's
mother departed this life Sept. 21, 1862. The death of 3Ir. Daniel Brown was a
great loss to the community, he being one of its most public-spirited men.
J. D. COUNTS, farmer; P. O. Troy; was born Aug. 17, 1816. in 3Iiami Co.,
and is a son of Jacob and Elizabetii (Frame) Counts, who were born in Kentucky,
coming to this county in June. 1816, and locating upon the farm now owned by
John. Jacob, the father, was in the war of 1812. and was vvith Gen. Harrison's
army when he passed all through this section of the country ; he formed such
a favorable impression of this valley ancl dislike to the institution of slavery, then
existing in Kentucky, that he resolved to come and locate in this county ; when
he settled here, there was but little cleared land, with a log cabin upon it; lie built
a new log house, cleared up the farm, and erected a good barn, and making other
improvements, living here the remainder of his life ; he died in December, 1872,
being in his eighty-third year. The grandfather, Jacob, also located on this farm
at the same time as his son, in 1816 ; he was born in 3Iaryland, but while a young
man went to Virginia and from there to Kentucky, where he lived till-above date
(1816), when he located in 3Iiami Co. The great-grandfather came from Germany,
and on the mother's side the ancestry came from Ireland. Mr. Counts, the subject
of our sketch, always remained with his father till his death. He was united in
marriage, in August, 1843, with 3Iary 3Iarshall, daughter of 3Iartin and Eleanor
Marshall, who were bora in Pennsylvania ; by this union they have had two children, viz., Caroline, now 3Irs. Rollins of Troy, and Walter, still living at home.
Mr. Counts is a stanch Republican, like his father before him, who was representative from this county in 1842 and 1843 ; was Justice of the Peace for eighteen
years. The history of the Counts family exhibits lives replete with activity, and
so connected with the early settlers of this county, that it stands forth with great
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prominence to future generations, in the history of their ancestors and early pioneers. 3Ir. Counts and family are members of the Presbyterian Church at Troy, his
membership dating back for forty years. His parents were also very active Christian workers in the church, and their character and example stands forth as bright
and shining lights for all future generations.
ANDREAV DEAVEESE, farmer; P. O.Troy ; he was born in Aliami Co. Nov.
1, 1827, is ason of Thomas and Ruth (Dye) Deweese; he was probably- a native of
Virginia, she of Pennsylvania, and came to this county among its earliest settlers ;
they were the parents of seven children, viz., John, born 3Iay 5. 1823 ; 3Iary, born
Sept. 15, 1825, now 3Irs. George AV. Fuller, living near Urbana; Andrew ; Elizabeth, deceased, was married to John Croy, by whom she had three children ; David,
born Alarch 7, 1833; Melissa, born Aug. 21, 1835, deceased; Thomas, deceased.
Mr. Deweese first located upon the farm now owned by Statlers, where he resided
about seven years, thence going to the farm adjoining it on the north, upon which
the sons, Andrew ancl David, now live, where he lived, ancl died. Feb. 17,1838, his
death being caused by a runaway team, throwing him from a sled ; he was dragged
quite a distance and so much injured that he died the next evening. When
Thomas came upon this farm it was all in the wilderness, and they commenced, in
pioneer style, in the log cabin, toiling and laboring from year to year, till at last
they were permitted to see some 50 acres cleared, a good brick house erected, and
everything brought into such improved condition that it became a very comfortable and pleasant home. Andrew and David have now managed the farm for about
thirty-five years, and, during this time, have bought out the other heirs, being
entire owners of the farm for many years. Andrew was united in marriage Sept.
5, 1866. with Elizabeth Hart, daughter of AA'ilson and Laura Hart. Andrew and
David have an excellent farm, in fine cultivation. After the death of Thomas
Deweese, Ruth, his wife, was left with a large family of seven children, one being
an infant, while the eldest was but 15 years of age ; with this charge upon her
hands, it called forth all the energy ancl good judgment of her well-balanced mind
to keep her family all together, raise aud train them aright; but she was a woman
fully qualified for the undertaking, and well did she do her work, managing the
farm, educating ancl training the children in so successful a manner that her care
and teaching can never be forgotten by them, her labors and good works deserving a place upon these pages to be handed down to mothers of future generations ;
on Dec. 21, 1876, her labors being done, at her Alaster's call, she quietly passed
away from the toils and cares of earth to joy and peace bevond.
GEORGE W. DEAVEESE. farmer; P. 0. Troy ; was born in Staunton Township in 1828, and is the son of Joshua and Alary (Gerard) Deweese; he was bora
in Virginia, ancl his wife in this count}'; the date of his birth is Dec. 4, 1796. and
she was born April 21, 1800, being the first white female cliild born in 3Iiami
Co. The grandfather, Samuel, was from Arirginia, and came to this countv, locating in Staunton Township in 1812 ; he was a Baptist minister, and lived in this
county till about 1820, when he departed this life. Joshua and 3Iary were married in 1818, and resided on the homeplace of his father's, where he lived and
died, departing this life 3Iay 3, 1859. They were parents of fourteen children, of
whom eleven are now living, viz., Samuel, 31artha. Sarah, Catharine. Henry G.,
George AA7., Rachel H., John B., Joshua H., Joseph, 3Iary A., deceased, Thomas
W., Mary A., deceased, and James AA'.. deceased. 3Ir. Deweese lived with his
father until 21 years of age, then went to California, where he remained about
three years and a half, thence back to this county. Sept. 4. 1855, he was united
in marriage with Eliza J. Stillwell, daughter of Elias and Elizabeth Stillwell, who
were born in New Jersey. By this union they had five children, viz., 3Iilford,
George, deceased. Alma, Horace, deceased, and AVilbert T. 3Ir. Deweese, after his
marriage, located on the farm now owned by S. Cecil, where they lived tiU 1875
when he sold out and bought the farm upon which he now resides, this being the
old home farm of his wife's father, upon which he settled in 1819.
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HENRY G. DEWEESE, farmer; P. O. Piqua; was born in Miami Co. Jan.
8, 1826 ; is a son of Joshua and Mary (Gerard) Deweese, he being a native of
Virginia, Dec. 4, 1796, and coming to this county when only 10 years of age, iu
1806. She was born in Ohio April 21, 1800, being the first female white child
born in the county. Her father was one of the earliest settlers, locating in this
county in 1798. Thev were the parents of fourteen children, viz., Samuel, born
July 14, 1819 ; 3Iartha, Feb. 1, 1821 ; Sarah, April 27. 1822 ; Catharine, Feb. 16,
1824; Henry, Jan. 8. 1826; George AA7., Jan. 1, 1828; Rachel, July 7, 1829;
John, Feb. 19, 1831; Joshua, Sept. 1, 1832 ; Joseph, Alay 30, 1834 ; Tliomas, May
5, 1839 ; Mary Ann, Jan. 30, 1841, deceased ; Alary Ann, born July 18, 1849,
deceased ; and James, born Nov. 9, 1853, deceased. 3Ir. Deweese lived with his
father until 21 years of age, when he " struck out" for himself, working for $8
per month for about four months, then rented a farm for about two years, when
he bought 100 acres of land, but had only $200 to pay down on it; he was told
by his father and brothers that he could never meet the payments for the balance,
but he went to work with energy, and before it was all due, he had all paid for.
He was united in marriage, Aug. 26, 1848, with Lucy Ann Estey, daughter of
David and Ann (Knoop) Estey, who were born in New Brunswick. By this union
they have had nine children, viz.. Aminta J., born July 16, 1849 ; Zelia A., April
10, 1851, deceased ; Jotham G. AV., born Jan. 16. 1853 ; Franklin A., Sept. 19,
1854 ; Henry H.. Mav 17, 1856 ; Alaggie A.. 3Iay 2, 1860 ; Florence E , Sept. 8,
1862 ; Docia Ellen, Sept. 18, 1869 ; and Alvah AVatson, Alarch 13, 1873. 3Ir.
Deweese, with but little capital on which to start, has labored and accumulated
from year to year, till now he has 264 acres of good land, fine buildings and everything required for comfort. Mr. Deweese and wife are members of the Christian
Church, their membership dating back for twenty-five years ; have been active
members both financially and otherwise.
GRAYSON DYE, farmer ; P. O. Piqua ; a descendant of the old Dye family,
of pioneer history; was born in 3Iiami Co. Jan. 11, 1841, and is the son of James
M. and Letty (Cecil) Dye ; he was also born in 3Iiami Co. and she in A7irginia, but
eame with her parents to Ohio when a small child. They were united in marriage
March 3, 1825—the day before that upon which Andrew Jackson was inaugurated
as President of the United States ; by this union they had thirteen children, of
whom six are now living, viz., Thomas C, Joseph C, Roswell S., Elizabeth, Grayson and Nancy J. The grandfather, Benjamin, was born in Pennsylvania, but
left there and came to Cincinnati in 1798, thence to 3Iiami Co. in 1799, being one
of the earliest of the pioneers ; they located upon the same section upon which
Grayson, the grandson, now lives, and on the very road wliich was cut out through
the then wilderness, during the war of 1812, bv Gen. Wayne ; " these were the
days that tried men's souls." The father, James 31., ancl the son, Grayson, both
were born on the same section, making a continued residence of the Dye family
upon the same land of eighty-one years. Grayson Dye was united in marriage,
Oct. 12, 1864, with Louisa Sheafer, daughter of Eckert and Rachel Sheafer, who
were born in Pennsylvania and came to Ohio in 1848 ; by this union they have
three children, viz., Thomas A., Pamelia, James 31. Mr. Dye owns a good farm of
199 acres of excellent bottom land, and also has charge of his mother's farm of
220 acres, thus giving him the superintendency of 419 acres of land ; he is largely
engaged in stock-raising, having 700 sheep and the best blooded stock ; he is an
active, thorough-going farmer, believing that successful farming requires knowledge
and scientific attainments.
SIMON ESTEY, farmer ; P. O. Troy ; was born in Miami Co. January, 1824,
and is the son of David and Ann Estey, who were bora in New Brunswick, but
came to this county, about 1823, and located in Lost Creek Township ; the grandfather was also a native of New Brunswick ; David and Ann were parents of eleven
chUdren, of whom ten are now living, viz., James, Michael, Charles, George,
Simon, WiUiam, Mary, Lucy, Jotham and 3Iaria; 3Ir. Estey remained with his
father tiU 1844. In September of that year, he was united in marriage with Sarah
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M. Deweese, daughter of Joshua and Alary Deweese ; he was born iu Virginia ; his
wife was the first female white child born in this county, as mentioned in sketch
of H. G. Deweese in this work, her father being one of the earliest settlers in the
county, and her ancestors coming from AVales at a very early day; Mr. Estey, after
his marriage, located on one of his father's farms in Lost Creek Township, where
he lived about four years ; then bought a farm in Staunton Township, where he remained for nineteen years ; sold out and bought the farm upon wliich he now
resides; he owns 130 acres of excellent land on the Aliami Bottoms, with fine
buildings all in good condition.
JA3IES FOSTER, Superintendent of Infirmary; P. 0. Troy; was bora in
Pennsylvania 3Iarch 26, 1830 ; and is a son of James and Sarah (Boher) Foster,
who were also born and raised in Pennsylvania, but came and located in 3Iiami
Co. in the fall of 1854 ; they resided in Troy till their death; 3Ir. Foster dying
Dec. 31, 1876, and his wife in February, 1878 ; they were parents of seven children, four of whom are now living, viz., Elizabeth, now 3Irs. Miller, living in
Nebraska ; Susan, now 3Irs. Burkholder. of Troy ; John H. and James. The
ancestry ou the father's side came from the North of Ireland, and on the mother's
side from Germany. Air. Foster, the subject of this sketch, remained with his
father in Pennsylvania till of age ; receiving a limited education in the common
schools. Sept. 15,1851, was celebrated his marriage with Rosanna Miller, daughter
of John and Theresa (Obold) Miller, who were also natives of Pennsylvania ; by
this union they have had five cliildren, viz., 3Iary E., now 3Irs. H. G. Knoop, living
in Casstown ; Sallie, now 3Irs. J. A. Sterrett, of Troy; Theresa Helen, now 3Irs.
James Brooks, residing in Dunkirk, Ind. ; Jennie and 3Iaggie. 3Ir. Foster, after
his marriage, remained in Pennsylvania about three years, and in the spring of
1854, came to Ohio and located at Troy, and, in the immediate vicinity of Troy,
entered upon and followed agricultural pursuits for fifteen years ; when by appointment ofthe Board of Directors of the Aliami Co. Infirmary, he became Superintendent of that institution, which position he still holds, having held this office
now for eleven years.
AVILLIAAI GREEN, farmer; P. 0. Troy ; he was born in Jackson Co.,
Ohio, January, 1809, is the son of George AV. and Alartha (Gray) Green ; he was
born in Pennsylvania, and his wife in Ireland; George W. Green, the father, came
to Aliami Co. just prior to the war of 1812, locating in Lost Creek Township,
where he lived thirty years or more, thence went into Elizabeth Township, where
he passed the reraainder of his life, dying in 1837 ; he commenced right in the
woods, clearing them and built a log cabin, and had to endure all the trials and
dangers of the early pioneers ; a war being in progress, he would bar the door of
his cabin as securely as possible, and take his ax to his bedside, in readiness for
defense against the Indians; during the war, his brother Timothy contracted to
furnish pork for the army at Detroit, at a stipulated price; George and a 3Ir.
Rogers went his security for the proper delivery of the pork, but to their misfortune, in a short time pork advanced in price, so that he met with a heavy loss, and
George and Rogers each had to pay $3,000 ; the former's whole estate was not
worth over $1,000, but after about fifteen years' exertion George paid off his entire
indebtedness : Rogers, not living very long after, never was able to pay off his
indebtedness ; George vvas one whose energy knew no bounds; he was always busy
and working for the public good ; during his life, he built three saw-mills and one
grist-miU, in the meantime supporting a large family, as he was father of seventeen
children. 3Ir. Green, the subject of this sketch, lived with his father until 23
years of age. In 1832, he was united in marriage with Cassia Sayers, daughter of
Thomas and Frances Sayers, who were natives of PennsyIvania, and located in
3Iiami Co. among the early settlers ; by this union they had four children, viz.,
Joseph, Ellen (now Mrs. Ziegler), Clarissa (deceased), and one dying in infancy ; he
lost his wife by death Dec. 29, 1838 ; 3Iarch 1, 1840, he was married to PrisciUa
French, daughter of Asa French, who came to Ohio in a very early day7; by this
union they had five chUdren, viz., Martha J. (now deceased). Sarah 31aria (now
T
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Mrs. J. Cloyd), Abbott, William and Eliza Dye (deceased, being buried the very
day on which she was to have been raarried to John W. Stilwell) ; 3Ir. Green, when
first manied, located on Lost Creek, ancl bought the half-interest in the grist mill
that his father built, which he run for a few years, then sold it and bought a farm ;
sold the farm and bought the mill again, ran it for a time, then sold out; he and
his brother went into the mercantile trade in Casstown, after a time sold out and
bought a grist and saw mill on Indian Creek ; disposing of his interest to his
brother, he rented a mill one mile below on the same creek ; while here lie lost his
wife by death, and then left the mill, buying the farm where he now resides ; he
here has a fine farm of 140 acres; has now resided here forty years; has good
buildings and a very comfortable ancl pleasant home.
JOHN G. HARDENBROOK, farmer; P. 0. Piqua ; was born in Hamilton
Co., Ohio, Feb. 16, 1826, and is a son of Peter and 3Iary (AA7agoner) Hardenbrook ;
Peter Hardenbrook was born in New Jersey, and came to Ohio about 1819 ; they
were the parents of six children, three of whom are now living, viz., John. Phcebe
(now Mrs. Kuhl, living in A7an Wert Co., Ohio) ancl Rebecca (now 3Irs. John A.
Smith, also living in Van Wert Co.); Peter Hardenbrook lost his wife by death
May 26, 1837 ; he married, for his second wife. Susannah Alerrell, with whom he
lived till April, 1865, when she departed this life; Jan. 13. 1877. he. too, passed
away from works to rewards. 3Ir. Hardenbrook lived with his father till past 30
years of age ; Dec. 17, 1856, he was united in marriage with Rachel Ross, daughter of James and Elizabetii Ross, who wererborn in Pennsylvania—he 31 arch 15,
1792, and Elizabeth (AVatson), his wife, born July 29. 1800 ; they were married
Feb. 12, 1824, and had seven children, viz., John, Susan. Hugh AA7., Rachel. 31argaret C, Lucinda and Joseph; Elizabeth, the mother, died July 9, 1874: the
father, James, is still living with 3Ir. Hardenbrook. is now 80 years of age. and
has lived in the county since 1842. 3Ir. Hardenbrook. the subject of this sketch,
by his marriage has three children, viz., AVilliam Otho. boru Jan. 7, 1858 ; Charles
E., Dec. 18, 1859 ; and George, Feb. 13, 1866. After his marriage, he lived on his
father's farm about eight years ; thence to Hamilton Co.. where he lived two years ;
thence to the farm upon which he now resides ; he owns here 75 acres of good
land, mostly in cultivation, with good buildings, and has a very pleasant home.
JOHN T. KNOOP, farmer; P. O. Troy ; was born in Miami Co., Jan. 22,
1841, and is a son of William and Rachel A. (Kerr) Knoop. He is a native of
this county, and she of A7irginia, coming with her parents to this county in 1825.
John Knoop, the grandfather, came to this county in 1798, and was a native of
Pennsylvania, his mother coming from Switzerland; he was one of the few pioneers who first settled in Miami Co., at the place where Staunton Arillage is now
located ; they erected a block-house, in which they placed their families for safety,
while they selected and opened out their farms and built their log cabins. In 1800,
John, the grandfather, occupied his cabin, and commenced to make a farm and a
home. This cabin is still standing on the old Knoop place, now eighty years since
its erection, and is in a very good degree of preservation. The grandfather, John,
and wife, Barbara, were parents of seven children ; viz., George, Jacob, John, Elizabeth, Nancy, WiUiam and Thomas. Jacob Knoop was born in the block-house
Nov. 30, 1798, being the first white child born in 3Iiami Co. This family of
the grandfather are now all passed away "to that bourne whence no traveler
returns ;" their works and labors remain to be cherished by their children, and
their lives, like Washington's, will never die, but will be remembered and cherished
by the descendants yet unborn. One incident should yet be recorded, showing
the sacrificing spirit of the noble old pioneers and grandfather. In the early settling of this county, there came a season of scarcity, especially- in the corn crop,
but John had a good supply of old corn in store. His neighbors all around him
were in want, so he visited them all, and ascertained how much they each one
needed, and agreed to furnish them at 75 cents per bushel. In the meantime,
grain buyers and speculators were coming there to buy his corn, and offered him $2
per bushel, but he refused their offer and manfully stood by his contract, supplying
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all his neighbors as he promised. William Knoop, the father, passed his entire life
in this county ; he was Justice of the Peace for twenty years, and Clerk of the
township for several years. AA7hen the war of the rebellion came, he was one of
the patriots who went to his country's defense, serving for about sixteen months,
when he was discharged for disability. He departed this life in November. 1874,
being 64 years of age, having, like his father before him. passed an active and
energetic life, devoted to the public good of his county and country. His wife is
still living on the home place where he died. They were parents of eight children,
viz., James 31., Henry C., deceased, being killed at the charge on Ft. AVagner, in
South Carolina; John T., Alary B.. now 3Irs. AATilliam R. Saunders; 3Iark K ,
Frances C. married to Tliomas Scott, but now deceased ; Emma, now 3Irs. George
AA7. Scott, in Troy : Olive A., now 3Irs. Hance. John T.. the subject of this sketch,
lived with his father till 20 years of age. when he enlisted in the 42d 0 . Y. I., at
the commencement of the rebellion, ancl served through the war." Here we remark
that the patriotism of the Knoop family vvas fully exhibited by their works, by
the father and four sons all entering the service, one, Henry C, being sacrificed
upon the altar of his countiy. ancl the others returning with honorable discharges
to tlieir homes. 3fr. Knoop was united in the holy bonds of matrimony in 3Iay,
1868, with Elizabetii Farver, daughter of Jolm ancl 3Iargaret Farver. he being
born in 31arviand and she in Ireland. He first located on the place where he now
resides with his father-in-law. where he remained two years, thence to one of the
Knoop farms, where he lived about five years, till the death of his wife's father,
when he moved back to the old farm, his present place of residence. 31 r. Knoop
is now serving as Land Appraiser. Politically, he is a stanch Republican.
CYRUS H. LE F E V R E . farmer ; P. 0 . Piqua. was a son of Christian Le Fevre.
one of the old pioneers of Aliami Co.. vvho was a native of Alarvland. ancl emigrated
to this county in 1808. locating upon the farm now owned by Cyrus, his son. This
land, when he located upon it. was all a wilderness : he made the first opening and
put up his log cabin, but did not get it plastered, but leaving that to be done after
he should get back from Lebanon, where he went to marry his wife, it bein;, near
Christmas. After the marriage ceremony was performed he returned, arriving
home to his cabin on Christmas Eve ; wliile on his way home, it commenced snowing, quite a depth of snow falling, then it turned cold and remained so with frequent snows all winter, so that they had to live in their cabin just as it was. with
the cold blasts sweeping through between the logs ; they endured it bravely during
the winter, cleared up some four acres of timber land, and prepared it for corn the
next spring. At this time there were three families by the name of Dye. three
families of Knoop. one family of Alartiv. and one other of Le Fevre ; these constituted about the entire population of this part of the township ; they braved all the
hardships and dangers from wild beasts and savages, and from sickness : they suffered much from fever and ague. All this they endured that they might make
homes for themselves, and hand them down to their posterity. Those were the
times when they manufactured their own material for clothing, for winter and summer wear, and whatever it wanted in beauty, closeness of texture and warmth, was
made up in coarseness and roughness, producing irritation of the surface of the
body, and keeping up a good circulation of the life-giving fluid—the blood. They
persevered. they were industrious, they were economizing, and they were honest.
These qualities enabled them to overcome all obstacles, ancl procured good homes,
with as good soil for productiveness as the sun ever shone upon. 3Ir. Le Fevre.
the subject of this sketch, was born in 1824. and has always lived upon the old
home farm, which his father, above mentioned, cleared, and upon which he died,
his deatii occurring February. 1871. Mr. Le Fevre was united in marriage. Feb. 26.
1856, with Caroline 31. Babb, daughter of Daniel and Leah Babb. who were
natives of Virginia, and came to Ohio nearly fifty years ago; by this union they
have had two children ; viz., AValter and Franklin. He lost his wife by- death
Feb. 7, 1875; 3Ir. Le Fevre and his father have erected all the buildings on the
place, which are large and commodious, arranged for comfort and convenience ; he

552

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

now owns 260 acres of the excellent bottom land of the 3Iiami A7alley, of which
200 acres are in cultivation. The selection of this fine quality of land by his
father and the early settlers, while it was all in the wilderness, shows the wisdom
and judgment they exhibited in obtaining some of the best land that could be
found in the State ; and they will be honored and remembered for their noble work
by7 their children's children for ages to come.
URIAH B. LLOYD farmer; P. 0. Troy ; was born on the farm upon which
he now resides, Aug. 23, 1833. is the son of John ancl Anna (Deweese) Lloyd ; he
was born in Pennsylvania April 1, 1790, and his wife in A'irginia about 1797. John,
thef ather, came to this county in February 1814 ; after being here about two or three
years, he was united in marriage vvith Anna Deweese, daughterof Lewis and Mary
Deweese, who were born in A7irginia ancl came to Ohio at a very early day. By
this marriage they had eleven children, viz., Alargaret, deceased ; David ; Alary,
now 3Irs. H. Puterbaugh, living in Elkhart Co., Ind ; Isabel; Rachel, now 3Irs. D.
Counts, living in Troy ; Ruth; 3Iehitabel, now 3Irs. George Buckles; Elizabeth,
deceased ; Uriah B : Henry, and Hannah L., now 3Irs. AVilliam Burton, living in
Indiana. After his marriage, lie lived one year with his uncle, and then located
upon the farm upon wliich Uriah ancl Henry now reside ; here he commenced right
in the woods, and cut out the first stick of timber, made an opening, built a log
cabin, and began a pioneer life ; from clay to day and year after year he toiled and
labored, enduring the hardships and deprivations, such as pioneers only know and
realize; after"sixty years of industrious labor, he died, attaining the venerable age of nearly 85 years ; his works remain as mementoes of his labors,
having brought 93 acres from the dense forest into a good cultivation, with good
buildings erected and everything quite comfortable and convenient, in contrast to
the dreary wilderness of sixty years before. His wife departed this life about three
years prior to his death. Uriah B. and two sisters, Isabel and Ruth, all still
unmarried, live upon the home place; also Henry, who is manied, resides in
another house upon the farm, and have, since the deatii of their father, continued
the management of the estate.
SPAFFORD AV. 3IAXWELL. farmer and Justice of the Peace ; P. O. Troy;
he was born in Alontgomery Co., Ohio, Oct. 20, 1836; is a son of Thomas and
Susanna (Jones) Maxwell, who came from New Jersey to Ohio in 1806 ; they were
the parents of four cliildren, viz., Stephen J., 3Iartha A., deceased, Rachel and
Spafford W. The grandfather, Thomas, was also born in New Jersey. The greatgrandfather, Thomas, was a native of Scotland, and came from Edinburgh to New
York in a very early day, prior to the Revolutionary war ; he was a tailor by trade.
Thomas 3Iaxwell, the father, came to 3Iiami Co. in the fall of 1839, and located
upon the same farm upon which Esquire 3Iaxwell now lives. This is one of the
old pioneer farms, which was first purchased by Caleb Hathaway, one of the first
settlers of 3Iiami Co., who located here in 1798. opened out and cleared up the
farm. Thomas bought the farm of 3Ir. Hathaway at above date (1839). and has
always resided here since ; is still living with his son, and is now about 80 years
of age. Spafford 3Iaxwell, our subject, remained with his father till his marriage,
which event occurred Jan. 8, 1868, when he was united with Rachel A. Devol,
daughter of Harrison and Jane L. Devol; he was born in Ohio, and she in Pennsylvania, but came with her parents to Ohio when about 13 years of age ; by- this
union they7 have had seven children, viz., 3Iinnie Jane, born Nov7. 19, 1869 ; Walter Thomas, born Dec. 13, 1871 ; Sallie E., born Jan. 31, 1873 ; Anna May, born
May 7, 1875; Bertha and 3Ierta (twins), Feb. 4, 1877; Wilbur D. bom Aug. 11,
1879. After his marriage, he rented farms until the spring of 1874, when he
bought his father's farm, upon which he has since resided. He has an excellent
farm, consisting of 103 acres of land with good buildings, and every convenience.
Mr.MaxweU is, politicaly, a Democrat; was elected Justice ofthe Peace in April, 1876,
and is now serving his second term of office ; he was also one of the patriots who,
in the war of the rebellion, went to his country's defense, enlisting in the 147th O.
Y. L, in the 100-day service; he served four months, when he received his dis-
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charge, and was mustered out at Camp Denison and returaed home. He holds a
membership in the First Presbyterian Church at Troy, his membership dating back
for twenty-two years.
R E U B E N AlOORE, farmer ; P. 0 . Piqua ; was born in this county on the old
Moore farm July 8,1852, and is the son of Rufus ancl Lydia (Bennett) Aloore; he was
born in Butler Co.. Ohio. 3Iarch 13,1807. his wife coming from the same county Nov7,
11,1815: they were married Feb. 17,1833, ancl were parents of seven children, viz.,
Nancy Jane, born Aug. 23.1836. was married to George AA'. 3Ic3Iillan, by whom she
had three children, viz.. Alva E.. Harry AV. and Elroy C ; Nancy J. died July 1,
1866 ; Alary Ann. born Julv 12. 1839 ;' Lewis, born April 7. 1843, died April 16,
1843 ; Elias, born July 17/1845 ; Theodore, born Oct. 1, 1847 ; Eliza, born Aug.
6, 1850, now 3Irs. A. Berryman. of Troy, and Reuben. Gershom 3Ioore. the greatgrandfather, was born in 1752 : his wife. Anna Aloore. was born in 1758 ; they
were parents of the following children, viz.. Lewis, born in 1778 : Reuben, born in
1791; Elias, born in 1792 {' Phebe. born in 1793; Philip, born'in 1794'; Catharine, born in 1795, Rachel, born in 1797. and Nancy, born in 1800, the ancestry
coming from AVales. Lewis Aloore. the grandfather, was born in New Jersey Aug.
16, 1778. and Susan 3Ioore. the grandmother, vvas born in New Jersey July 5
1786 ; they were the parents of twelve children, viz.. Anna, boru June 6. 1805
and died June 8, 1845 ; Rufus, born as above stated ; Eliza, born Dec. 17. 1809
Sarah, born Oct. 15. 1811 ; Elias. born Oct. 5, 1813 ; Amy. born Nov. 2, 1815
Anthony B.. born Nov. 5. 1817. and died Feb. 14. 1839 : Reuben, born Oct. 14
1819, and died Oct. 9, 1849 ; Samuel, born Jan. 13.1822, and died July 27.1823
Lydia, born Nov. 29. 1823; Stephen G.. born Nov. 12. 1825; Alpheus E., born
April 5, 1828, and died Aug. 17, 1858. Lewis 3Ioore. the grandfather, departed
this life 3Iay 8, 1859, and Susan 31oore. the grandmother, died Dec 19. 1872.
George Bennett, the grandfather on the mother's side, was born in A7irginia 3Iarch
3, 1783, and Nancy Bennett, his wife, was born June 10. 1783 ; they were parents
of ten cliildren. viz.. Henry, born Aug. 25. 1814; Lydia. born as given above;
Thomas, born Jan. 7, 1817V John, oom April 7. 1818, and died Sept. 29, 1818 ;
Susannah, born July 21. 1819 ; Amelia, born Jan. 27, 1821. ancl died July 17,
1825 ; 3Iary Ann. born June 10,1823. ancl died July 5. 1825 ; George, born in
September, 1824. ancl died Aug. 7. 1825 ; George, born July 14. 1826V Elizabeth
Ann, born April 23. 1841. and died in 1874. George Bennett, the grandfather,
departed this life 3Iarch 15. 1844. and Nancy Bennett, his wife, died June, 1836.
Rufus, the father, after his marriage, lived for a short time in Butler Co., then
moved to Loramie. Shelby Co., where they resided till 1840, when they came
and located in 31 iami Co.. on the northwest quarter of Sec. 4. in Staunton
Township; here he cleared the greater portion of the farm, ancl erected all the
buildings, and improved the place till he had a fine farm and comfortable home ;
3Iarch 9, 1876. he was called away by death, from labors to rewards, being nearly
70 years of a g e : his wife. Lydia. is still living on the home place, and is in her
65th year. Reuben 3Ioore lived with his father until his death, and. 3Iarch 23,
1876, was united in marriage with Florence E. Brandenburg, daughter of Cornelius
and Elizabeth A. Brandenburg, who were natives of 3Iaryland. and came to this
county about 1852 ; they were parents of two children, viz.. Laura A. and Florence
E.; by this marriage they have had two children, both dying in infancy ; 3Ir.
3Ioore, after his marriage, remained with his raother on the home farm for two
years, then bought the farm upon which he now lives: he owns SO acres of good
land, is a young man of energy, and will doubtless in a few years have a fine and
beautiful home.
ORA D. ORBISON. farmer ; P. O. Troy ; he was born in Staunton Township, 31iami Co. ; is the son of David AA'. and Hannah D. (Jones) Orbison; he was
born in this county Jan. 21, 1819, and his wife in Berlin. Alass., Feb. 9, 1820;
when in her infancy, her parents removed to Alarlboro, N. H., where they lived
and died; she received a good preparatory education, then attended the Female
Seminary at Holyoke, 3Iass., where she graduated and received her diploma Aug.

554

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

1, 1844 ; for two succeeding years, she taught high schools for young ladies, in
South Adams, Mass., and Winchester, N. H.; in 1846, she came to Troy, Ohio, and
engaged as a teacher in the high school ; on the 13th of July she was married to
David W. Orbison, with whom she had a congeniel Christian companionship for
nearly nine years, when the merciless messenger, Death, came, and he passed frora
works to rewards; by this union she had five children, of whom three died in
infancy ; two are now living, viz., Ora D., born Nov. 25, 1849, and David AA7., Oct.
29, 1856. After 3Ir. Orbison's death, his wife remained on the farm, which had been
originally purchased of Gen. Harrison, who, in an early day, owned a large tract of
land in this township ; here she managed to support herself and two children, and met
the back payments on the place as they became due, making such improvements upon
the place as were necessary, for a period of nine years, at the expiration of which,
Aug. 24. 1865. she was married to 3Ioses G. Grosvenor. with whom she lived as a
true helpmeet till Feb. 1, 1878, when she departed this life with every assurance
of a blesssed immortality beyond; she was an active member of the church for
thirty-seven years, and was always noted for her zealous efforts in every good word
and work. Since the death of their mother, the two sons, Ora D. ancl David W.,
have taken charge of the farm, where thev have a very pleasant home.
RALPH PETERSON, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua: was born in Hamilton Co.,
Ohio, Nov. 21, 1800 ; is ason of Harp and Charity (Senteny) Peterson ; he was
born on Long Island, and his wife in New Jersey, her ancestors being from England and his ancestors from Holland ; he (the father) was one of the first emigrants into Ohio ; locating in Kentucky, where he remained only one season ; in the
spring of 1794, came to Cincinnati ancl located, planting a field of corn on ground
where the fountain now stands, on Fifth street; they were the parents of nine children, of whom five are now living, all located in the 3Iiami Valley except one,
who is living in Illinois, viz., Sarah, now living near Glendale. who is eightv-seven
y7ears of age; Elizabeth, four miles north of College Hill ; Ralph, our subject;
Jacob, at Springdale, Hamilton Co.; and Elisha, living in Towanda, 111. Air. Ralph
Peterson was united in marriage Alay 31,1822. with Sarah Hardenbrook, daughter of
James and Phoebe (Smith) Hardenbrook ; by this union they have had eleven children,
seven of whom are living, viz.. 3Irs. Emily Counts. 3Iadison, John G., Jacob S., 3Iartha
Ann, nowAIrs. Cushing; Adeline, now 31rs. Dr. AValton.of Piqua ; and AVilliam AV. In
September, 1827,3Ir. Peterson located in 31 iami Co.. on the farm on which he now lives;
he commenced right in the wilderness ancl struck the first blow to fell the timber
and make a home ; he built a log cabin, and from year to year cleared and improved, till now lie has one of the best farms in the neighborhood, with fine buildings, a very large frame house and everything for comfort and convenience ; this
has all been accomplished by energy and industry, 3Ir. Peterson being one of those
active men who never tire. During the rebellion, three of his sons went to the defense of their country ; the first one, AVilliam, enlisted for three years or during the
war, and was one of the first troops who crossed the Ohio River : he was a prisoner
in Andersonville, and suffered untold hardsliips. almost starving to death ; was
among the last shipment of prisoners who left the terrible place ; his sufferings
were so great he was made a cripple probably for life : after he became so far recovered as to be able to do any business, he obtained a Government office as
store-keeper three miles below Piqua. which position he still holds ; the other sons,
John G. and Jacob S.. were in the 100-day service, at expiration of which they
returned home ; 3Ir. Peterson has served as County Commissioner in the early
days of the county, and had the superintendency of the building of the first three
permanent bridges ever built in the county ; Air. Peterson, politically, is a stanch
Republican.
JOHN G. PETERSON, farmer: P. 0. Troy ; was born in this county in May,
1832, and is a son of Ralph and Sarah Peterson. 3Ir. Peterson lived with his
father till about 16 years of age, when he went to learn the stone-cutter's trade in
Piqua, which business he followed about thirteen years. He was married, in December, 1856, to Catharine P. Brooks, daughter of Clarkson F. and Sarah Brooks, who
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were born in New Jersey, but moved into New York State ; thence to Ohio; then
to Illinois, where they lived about sixteen years, and removed to Ohio, where they
lived till they died. By this union they have had four children, viz., Ada L., Willis 31., Frederick AV. and Sallie E.; the eldest, Ada L., is now 3Irs. Shearer. Mr.
Peterson left his trade and went to farming on his father's farm in 1861, where he
remained till the spring of 1866, when he bought the farm upon which he now
resides, and located thereon. He owns 85 acres of good second bottomland. Mr.
Peterson was one who, during the rebellion, enlisted in the 100-day service, in 147th
O. V. I., in which he served for four months, when they were mustered out, and
returned home. He and his family are members of the Christian Church.
ISAAC T. ROLLINS, farmer ; P. 0 . Troy ; was a son of Josiah and Nancy
(Tucker) Rollins, who were born in the State of New Hampshire. They were parents of ten children, of whom two only are now living, viz.. Isaac T. and Hannah,
vvho is now 3Irs. Stewart. Josiah, the father, moved from New Hampshire to Vermont, where they resided for a time, and in 1815, came to Ohio, locating in 3Iiami
Co., on the farm upon which Isaac now lives ; he bought the farm with just a few
acres cleared, on which were two small log-cabins ; the cabin on the east part of
the farm is of historic interest. During the war of 1812, they built a substantial
stockade around the cabin, and the families, for some distance around, took shelter
here every night, for better security from the enemy. The grandfather, Joseph,
was also born in New Hampshire, but moved into A7ermont, where he lived and
died ; the grandmother, Hettie, lived to come to 3Iiami Co., with her son Josiah,
living and dying on the same farm where Isaac now lives. 3Ir. Rollins, the subject of our sketch, was united in marriage Nov. 28, 1828, with Eleanor Hart, daughter of Charles and Nancy (ChamberUn) Hart, who were natives of New Jersey,
but came to 3Iiami Co. in 1812. By this union they have had seven children, viz.,
Charles H., Josiah B., Caroline, now deceased ; Leander J.. 3Iarion J.. Sylvester A.
and Horace J. Airs. Rollins, coining to this county so early in its settlement,
remembers distinctly the dangers and trials they passed through during the war of
1812 ; although but a child, yet the events were indelibly fixed upon her memory.
Air. Rollins" farm consists of 95 acres of excellent land, and has now been owned
by the Rollins family for about sixty-five years. During the war of the rebeUion,
five out of the six sons of 3Ir. Rollins enlisted in defense of their country, serving
until discharged by sickness, disability, or the close of the war; the oldest son,
Charles H., served four years and nine months, being iu some of the hard-fought
battles, such as Pittsburg Landing, Atlanta campaign, and in the battles of
Franklin and Nashville, Tenn. ; during this service, he was promoted for bravery
and meritorious conduct from a private to Captain. The Rollins family, in
its history, dates back for nearly 250 years in this countiy. and then connects
with its liistory in England, where it has had a orominence for many ages past.
The youngest son, Horace J., is, by profession, a landscape painter, being a student
of the art at the 3Ic3Iicken University of Cincinnati: he has devoted many years
to this art, and has acquired a proficiency in its principles which entitles him to
the notice of the public, and especially to tliose who are students and lovers of this
science ; he is author of a book entitled. - Studio. Field and Gallery,'' •• intended
as a 3Ianual of Painting for the Student and Amateur, and information for the
general reader." Of the merits of this work there can be no doubt, as it is published by D. Appleton & Co., of New York City, who having undertaken its publication, is a sufficient guarantee of its intrinsic worth and value.
3IADISON ROBINS, farmer: P. 0 . Troy : was born in 3Iiami Co. Oct. 3,
1834. and is the son of Benjamin and Pamilla (Covalt) Robins ; his ancestors were
from New Jersey, and hers from A'irginia ; the grandfather. Richard, came to this
county at a very early day. and entered the land upon which his grandson, 3Iadison,
now resides, making him one of the early pioneers of the county ; the father, Benjamin, and wife, were the parents of eleven children, of whom six are now living,
viz., Sarah, now 3Irs. J . 3Iartin, of Springfield, Ohio ; Alvernas. 3Iadison, Erastus,
Benjamin M. and J o h n ; after his marriage, he located upon his father's farm, where
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he resided for a few years, when he removed into Lost Creek Township, on to the
Cromer farm, where he resided about three years, and his son, Madison, our subject,
was b o r n ; then he moved back upon the old home farm, where he lived till his
death, which occurred in February, 1854 ; 3Iadison remained with his father until
his death. Oct. 14, 1855, he was united in maniage with Elizabeth Earnhart,
daughter of John and Elizabeth (Robeson) Earnhart, who were natives of New
Jersey, and came to Ohio at an early day ; in 1823, located in Brown Township,
where they opened right in the woods in pioneer style, by erecting a log cabin, in
which they lived many years; here on the same farm which they cleared, and, by
constant labor and industry, had brought to a high state of cultivation, having procured everything to make home comfortable and pleasant, they passed away from
works to rewards. 3Iadison and wife by their marriage have had two children, viz.,
Lucinda J a n e and Sarah Frances ; after their marriage, they located on a farm in
Lost Creek Township, where they remained about three years, then to the old
home farm for three years, returning to Lost Creek again for two years, finallygoing back to the old farm, where they remained till 1871 ; removed to Springfield,
Ohio, and lived about two years, thence back to the old farm where they have
since resided. Mr. Robins and wife are members of the Christian Church, his
membership dating back for fifteen years and hers for twenty-five years.
WILLIA3I B. RUSSELL, farmer; P. 0 . Troy ; was born iii Pennsylvania
Feb. 3, 1809 ; and is the son of John and Hannah (Hough) Russell, who were
bom in Pennsylvania ; the grandfather, Elijah, was also a native of Pennsylvania,
his ancestors coming from Ireland : the mother's ancestry were from Cheshire,
Eng., and came over in the ships Endeavor and Friendship, in the year 1683 ;
The father, John, came to Ohio in 1831, and located iu Staunton Township, on
the farm now owned by James Gardner, where he lived about twenty-five years,
then moved to Elkhart, Ind., where he lived and died ; they were parents of three
children, viz.. William B., J o h n H.. now deceased, and Newton, also deceased; 3Ir.
Russell came with his father to Ohio, being then 22 years of age. He remained
with his father till J u n e 19, 1833, when he" was united in marriage with 3Iartha
Hamlet, daughter of Benjamin and Chloe (Kimball) Hamlet; lie being born in
Kentucky and coming to this county about the same time with the Knoops,
Gerards, etc., the earliest pioneers of the county : by this union they had four
children—Hiram, dying in infancy ; 3Iahala, now 3Irs. James P o s t ; Hannah and
WiUiam Riley ; he lost his wife by death in April, 1840. Aug. 19,1843. was married to Amanda (Simms) Ralston, daughter of Joseph ancl 3Iary Ann Simms, who
were natives of Virginia ; by this union they have four children, viz., 3Ielissa, now
Mrs. James Love ; Sarah, Laura Bell and John dying in infancy ; Air. Russell after
his first marriage located upon the farm where he has ever since resided, making
a continued residence of forty-seven years ; when he came to the farm, there were
about 25 acres partly cleared standing in a'•'•deadening," with a log house and
barn on it ; here he has labored and toiled, enduring the hardships and deprivations of early settlers, till now ;- he sits under his own vine and fig-tree," having a
fine farm of 149 acres, of which 110 are in good cultivation, and the balance all
under fence, with comfortable brick house, good barn and other buildings ; 31r.
RusseU is, politically, a stanch Republican.
WILLIA3I F. RUSK, farmer; P. 0 . Troy ; was born in Warren Co., Ohio,
July, 1820, and is a son of James and Sarali (French) Rusk ; he was born in
Ireland, coming to this country- when about 17 years of age ; she was born in Pennsydvania, emigrating to Ohio with her parents when a child. They were the parents
of ten children, of whom six are now living, viz., Mary, Eleanor, William F., David,
Sarah and Daniel. Mr. Rusk lived with his father till twenty-four years of age.
Sept. 16, 18-13, he was united in marriage with Alary J. Anderson, daughter of
J a m e s L. and Elizabeth Anderson, who were born in New Jersey, and came to
Ohio at quite an early day, about 1815 ; by this union they have had nine children,
of whom five are now living, viz., William Franklin, Lettie, Walter Scott, Edwin N.
and LueUa L. Mr. Rusk came to Aliami Co. about thirty years ago and located
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near West Charleston, where they remained about five years ; thence to Shelby7 Co.,
and lived about six years ; removing to 31iami Co., in Spring Creek Township, they
resided there for five years, finally going to Stauuton v Township, upon the farm on
which he now resides, having now been here about sixteen years. He has a good
farm of 87 acres, with fine buildings, constituting a very- pleasant home. During
the war of the rebellion. 31r. Rusk furnished two sons for the country's defense,
James A. and John N.. and both were sacrificed upon the altar of liberty, never
reaching their home ancl friends again. 3Ir. Rusk is a member of the Christian
Church, his membership dating back for twentv- vears.
CLARK E. STEAVART, farmer; P. 0." Troy; was born in New JerseySept. 5, 1800 ; is a son of David and Sallie (Clark) Stewart, who were also bom in
New Jersey, came and located in Staunton Township, in 1817 ; taking a lease of
land right in the woods, began to clear it up. built a log cabin and commenced in
pioneer style ; their labors were of short duration, being attacked by that fell
destroyer, i: milk sickness,"' to which so many early settlers fell victims ; in 1820, or
about three years after locating, he and his wife and an only daughter were in
three days' time transported from time to eternity ; the only surviving son. Clark,
was prostrated with the terrible disease, but his life was spared, and he is still alive
and the subject of our sketch, being nearly 80 years of age ; after recovering from
his sickness. Air. Stewart remained with his uncle about three years, then went to
learn the mason's trade with Abraham Miller, at Piqua. with whom he remained
six years. Nov. 25, 1834. he was united in maniage with Hannah E. Rollins,
daughter of Josiah and Ellen (Hart) Rollins, who were born, in New Hampshire,
and carae to this county in 1815 ; the Rollins families were among the very early
settlers of this county ; they were parents of ten children, as given in sketch of
Isaac Rollins in this work. Mr. Stewart and wife, by their union, have had ten
children, viz.. one dying in infancy ; Josiah R.; David C . deceased; Sallie Ann,
now 3Irs. D. Rusk, living in Troy ; Abigail AA'., now Airs. J. AA'hisman ; Alayhew R.,
deceased ; Elizabeth, deceased; Mary Jane and Phcebe, now 31rs. John Drake.
After their marriage, they lived twenty-one months on the Winans place ; then
bought a piece of land adjoining the farm where they now reside, where they
remained twenty-one months ; thence to the farm upon which they now reside, and
have made a continued residence of fifty-two years, constituting them the oldest
residents inthe neighborhood. AA'hen they commenced in life they had no means,
but, with an energy of will and industry, they worked hand in hand together, and
have acquired a good farm and homes for themselves and children, always sustaining a good credit. His wife is a member of the Alethodist Episcopal Church, her
membership dating back for sixty-four years.
THOAIAS B. STEAVART, farmer"; P. 0 . Piqua ; was born in Pennsylvania
Sept. 23. 1840. and is a son of Robert and Sarah (Barnett) Stewart, who were also
born in Pennsylvania, living and dying there, both dying in July, 1878, there being
only sixteen days" difference in their deaths; they were the parents of ten children,
eight of whom are now living, viz., Robert C . Sarah Jane. Alargaret Elizabeth,
Nancy Rebecca. Thomas B.. Harriet, Caroline and William Calvin. 31r. Stewart,
our subject, was married Sept. 30. 1872. to 3Iatilda 3IcElheny. daughter of Samuel
and Hannah 3IcElheny, who were born in Pennsylvania ; by this union they have
five children, viz., Robert Earl. John J.. Sarah Elizabeth. Thomas C. and one infant
child ; 3Ir. Stewart lived with his father till 1872. when he came to 3Iiami Co. and
located upon the farm where he now resides ; he served in the war of the rebellion
for three years and returned safely home: he has here a fine farm of 120 acres,
with good buildings, constituting a comfortable ancl pleasant home. 3Ir. Stewart
is, politically, a stanch Republican.
JOHN~C. WINANS. farmer; P. O. Troy. Among the early settlers of 3Iiami
Co. were the AArinans family ; in 1807. Richard AA7. AA7inans left his native State,
New Jersey, and came to this county and located at Upper Piqua ; he was a son
of Samuel and Hannah (Woodruff) Winans, who were also born in New J e r s e y ;
Samuel was born 3Iarch 20, 1746, and his wife was b o m J u n e 3, 1749 ; they were
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united in marriage Jan. 1, 1770 ; their son, Richard, was born Jan. 3, 1781 ; on
June 4, 1807, Richard was united in marriage with Sarah R. AVinans, who was born
May 20, 1788. In coming from New Jersey to Ohio, they came with ox teams to
Wheeling, Va., then by7 boat to Cincinnati, then by their teams to this county, the
time consumed in making the journey being forty-one days ; about two years
after, or in 1809, his father, Samuel, came to this county and located on the southwest quarter of Sec. 14 ; shortly after, his son came from Upper Piqua and located
with him ; in the same year, between Christmas and New Year's, Richard W. and
wife were taken into the 31. E. Church on probation, being the first persons uniting
with the church, in this manner, in 3liami Co. ; for several years after locating on
their farm, their house was used as a place for preaching and worship ; here they
lived and labored in pioneer style, opening out, clearing, and enduring all the hardships, deprivations ancl dangers of such early settlements ; but the prospects of a
better future, the comforts and benefits which they hoped to hand clown to their
children, renewed their courage from day to day ancl from year to year, enabling
them to bear all their burdens patiently ; finally, in their latter days, they were permitted to enjoy, to some extent, the comforts and conveniences which their labors
had won. Samuel AVinans. the grandfather, departed this life 3Iay 6. 1830, and
his wife, Hannah, followed him on Oct. 29 of the same year ; Richard, their son,
continued to reside upon the home place till his death, which occurred Jan. 10,
1863. John C. AAinans, the son of Richard AV. AVinans, was born Alarch 8, 1822 ;
on June 2, 1869, he was united in marriage with 3Irs. Rachel Rollins, who was
born Jan. 8, 1830 ; by this union they have one child, viz., Richard 3Iaxwell, born
April 14, 1871. 3Ir. AVinans has always remained upon the old home farm where
he was born, and probably will continue here duiing his life, as he can see no
reason to desire anv7 other location, having a beautiful residence and home, with
everything to make his life comfortable and pleasant; 3Ir. AVinans and wife are
members of the 31. E. Church, his membership dating back for nine years, and
hers for thirty-five years.

ELIZABETH TOWNSH-P.
JACOB AR3ISTRONG, farmer and stock dealer ; P. 0. Alcony ; born iu
3Iiami Co. 3Iarch 27, 1827 ; is a son of James and Hannah (Saylor) Armstrong ;
he was born in A7irginia, and she in Aliami Co., the grandparents being natives of
Virginia. James, the father, came with his parents to Miami Co., and located
here among the early settlers. James and Hannah were parents of eight children,
of whom five are living, viz., Jacob, 3Iargaret, Fanny, James and 3Iary. Mr.
Armstrong lived with his father till his marriage, which occurred in the fall of
1847 ; in the spring of 1848, he located upon the farm where he now resides ; he
married Jane Ann, daughter of Henry and 3Iary Beals, natives of Pennsylvania,
who were the parents of five children, of whom three are living, viz., Jane Ann,
Eliza and Isaac Alexander. 3Ir. Armstrong and wife had seven children, two are
living, viz., Clara Bell and Jacob Albert; 3Ir. Armstrong has a fine farm of 150
acres, with good buildings and improvements ; he has been an extensive stock,
dealer, probably one of the largest in this section of the country. In former years,
he made a great deal of money in this business, but since met with heavy losses ;
but in this connection we would say, although he has worked hard and had a
variety of success and reverses in his business, yet he has probably benefited his
neighbors and community, by making a market for their stock, and was never
known to fail to pay every man from whom he bought stock, no matter what
reverses he might meet.
WASHINGTON BARNES, Superintendent Knoop Children's Home, Troy ;
bom in Adrian, Mich., April 5, 1835, is a son of Saley Seymour and Louisa
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Barnes, natives of New England, the ancestry being of English descent. S. S.
Barnes and wife located in Adrian, 3Iich., about 1833, and there followed his trade,
that of a carpenter, at which he continued to work throughout his life ; in about
1840, removed to Cincinnati, where he remained till his death, which occurred in
1852. his wife surviving him till 1863 ; they were parents of four children, three
now surviving, viz., Louisa (now 3Irs. Hart), Helen 31. (now 3Irs. George Clyde)
and AVashington. Mr. Barnes resided with his father till his death, being then
17 years of age, and soon after went to Xenia, Ohio, as an apprentice in the carriage manufacturing business; after becoming proficient in this trade, he continued to work at it until 3Iarch 1. 1879, when he received his appointment and
took charge of the - Knoop Children's Home,"' as its Superintendent, which position he has since held ; and we can say that to all appearance, the institution which
has just been founded, and is, as it were, in its infancy, is being well managed, and
will doubtless, in a reasonable time become established upon a basis and a perfection that will ensure its success, and enable it to fulfill the object of its establishment, to the credit of its founder, its Superintendent, and all who have a controlling power over its welfare.
On April 7. 1856. 3Ir. Barnes married Aliss 3Iartha
Jane, daughter of James and Sarah Ann Jolly, natives of Ohio, who were parents
of two cliildren—Simeon and 3Iartha Jane : also by a second wife there are three
children, viz.. Mellie (now Airs. Hammer, living in Fayette Co.. Ohio). John and
Sallie (now Airs. AVest. of Casstown).
ISAAC A. BEALS, tanner; P. 0. Troy; born in Pennsylvania Nov. 26,
1831 ; is a son of. Henry and Alary (Day) Beals. who were natives of Pennsylvania, where the grandparents were also born. Henry and Alary removed from
Pennsylvania to this county in the spring of 1834. aud located in Elizabeth
Township. They were the parents of five children, of whom three are now living,
viz.. Jane Ann. Eliza and Isaac A. The parents died in this township, he J u n e
22, 1853. ancl she J a n 20. 1856. Air. Beals lived with his parents till their death.
On Jan. 31.1856. he married Aliss Alary C. daughter of J o h n and Ellen Gearheart.
By this union, they had one child, viz.. James Nelson. 3Ir. Beals lost his wife
J u n e 12, 1858. On Sept. 11, 1859. he was married to 3Iiss Nancy, daughter of
Henry and Elizabeth Rowe. he being a native of Pennsylvania, and she of Ohio.
By this marriage they have had one child, viz.. Henry R. 3Ir. Beals, after his
marriage, bought 50 acres of land on Sec. 15. where he resided till 1867, when he
bought the farm upon which he now lives ; in this farm he has 202 acres of fine
land. 175 acres in cultivation, with good buildings ancl improvements. In justice
to Air. Beals. we would add that their fine property has been made mainly by his
own labor ancl industry. He is a member of the Alethodist Episcopal Church,
having been such for twenty-four years, and his wife has been connected with the
Christian Church for twenty-nine years.
REASON BUTT, farmer ; P*. O. Casstown ; born in Greene Co.. Ohio, J u n e
22. 1812 ; is son of Samuel and Ellen (Borders) Butt, he being born in Alaryiand
and she in A^irginia. the ancestiy coming from Germany. Samuel, the father,
removed to Ohio and located in Greene Co.. where in 1808, he married Ellen Borders, by which union thev had six children, three now living, viz.. Reason, Otho
and Anna. After their marriage, he was in the war of 1812, and served under
Gen. Tupper through the entire war. being in several important battles.
He
resided in Greene Co. till 1832. when he removed to Darke Co., where he died in
1864. his wife having died in 1835. Our subject lived with his father till May,
1831, when he located in Elizabetii Township, Aliami Co. Having learned the
milling business, he followed that trade till 1845, then bought the farm now
owned by John Lefevre. and in 1850. exchanged it for one in Shelby Co., where
he lived until 1860, then removed to his present location, where he has since
resided. In 1836. he was united in marriage with Jacqueline, daughter of Mark
and Alary Kerr, natives of A7irginia, who were early settlers of Ohio, locating first
in 3Iontgomery Co., then removing to 3Iiami Co. Mr. Butt had four children, two
now Uving—Jane, now 3Irs. I. W. 31cDoweU, living in Shelby Co., and Sarah Bell,
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now Mrs. J. C. Knoop, also in Shelby Co. 3Irs. Butt died June 20, 1859. On
Sept. 7, 1862, he married 3Irs. 3Iaria Sanderson, daughter of Henry and Rachel
Ann Harvey, natives of Pennsylvania. They had three children, viz., Eva,
Charles and Dora (twins). 3Ir. Butt is a Democrat, and, having the confidence of
the people, has held various offices, was District Land Appraiser in Shelby Co.,
and in Miami Co. has been Township Trustee one term, and Justice of the Peace
for sixteen years. The father, Samuel Butt, v/as a soldier in the war of 1812, and
served through the war under Gen. Tupper, being in some important battles, but
returned home safely to his family.
HENRY G. CARVER, farmer; P. 0. Troy; he was born in 3Iiami Co. on
the farm where he now resides Nov. 14, 1816, ancl is a son of 3Iichael and Anna
(Lenon) Carver, who w-ere both born in Pennsylvania ; the grandfather Carver,
carae from Germany ancl settled in Pennsylvania, where he lived and died;
3Iichael and Anna were parents of eight cliildren, of whom three are now living,
viz., Jacob, residing in Kansas. Benjamin and Henry G. ; 3Iichael removed from
Pennsylvania to Ohio and located in 3Iiami Co. in 1799; his wife (as she afterward became), came to this State with the Knoop family in 1796: soon after his
marriage, he settled upon the farm where his son Henry now lives ; this land he
bought from the Symmes purchase ; here he commenced right in the primeval
forest, ancl cleared up the land, enduring all the hardships ancl deprivations to
which those early settlers were subjected: but by his labor ancl industry, and the
help of his noble family, he was enabled, in his later days, to enjoy some of the
comforts of a good farm and the home which his labors had made ; he departed
this life Dec. 2, 1843 ; his wife lived till June 6, 1850, when she, too, passed away.
3Ir. Carver, our subject, lived with his father till his death. On Nov. 16, 1843. he
was united in marriage with Milly Knoop. who was born Sept. 12, 1819 : she is a
a daughter of Christopher and Catharine (Shidaker) Knoop, he being a native of
Pennsylvania and she of 3Iarviand : the grandfather Knoop came from Germany ;
Christopher ancl Catharine were parents of five cliildren. of whora four are now
living, viz.. James L., living in Shelby Co.; Abraham ; Henry, living in Dayton,
Ohio, and Milly ; 3Ir. Carver and wife, by this union, have had six children, of
whom three are now living, viz.. 3Iordecai B., George AV., and 3Iary B., now 3Irs.
L. Nysewander ; 31r. Carver has always remained on the home farm, where he has a
fine body of land of 423 acres, mostly in cultivation, and has erected large, commodious buildings ; in connection with his farm, he is also owner ofa large, woolenmill, which he bought over a year ago ; this sketch is the record of two of the old
pioneer families of 3Iiami Co.. the Knoops being among the first settlers, and the
Carvers coming about the same time ; too much praise cannot be given in behalf
of these hardy old pioneers, who spent their strength and tlieir lives in bringing
out from the wilderness these beautiful farms and homes ; ancl. as we place their
names and record nere, we do it that the future generations may read their names
and their works and give them clue remembrance ancl honor. 31r. Carver and wife
are members of the Christian Church, having been such for twenty years.
ISAAC CLYNE, farmer; P. 0. Casstown ; born in 3Iiami Co."March 18.1818,
on the farm where he still resides: is a son of Isaac and Olive (Ingraham) Clyne. both
bom in Pennsylvania ; the grandfather Clyne was a native of Saxony : the grandfather Arthur Ingraham, of Ipswich, England. Isaac and Olive, the parents, located in
Miami Co. in 1809 or 1811 ; they came by river to Cincinnati, and there landed,
when there was nothing there but the block-house ; they located upon the farm
upon which the son Isaac now lives ; here he cut out the first stick of timber, put up
his log cabin, and roughed it in pioneer style, his nearest neighbor being nearly
two miles distant, and in other directions much further; they were parents of
eleven children, five of whom are living, viz., Hannah (now Widow Deweese),
Elizabetii (now Mrs. Dye, living in Indiana), Letitia (now AVidow Crane). Isaac, and
Ingraham (now living in Delaware Co., Ind.); his death occurred in 1833, from
cholera, his wife living tiU 1852. 3Ir. Clyne, the subject of this sketch, lived with
his father till his death, after which the oldest son came home and farmed the
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place one year, and trained up the younger sons, so that they took care of the farm
after the first year. April 11, 1839, 3Ir. Clyne was united in marriage with Elizabeth, daughter of Jonathan and Catharine (James) Knight, born in Pennsylvania,
and were among the early pioneers of this county, their ancestry coming from
England, and the Jameses of Scotch descent; her father, Jonathan, cleared up the
land on the farm where the Orphans' Home is now erected; the works and labors
of the Knight family come largely into the early history of 3Iiami Co.; by this
marriage they have had eleven children, of whom six are living, viz., 3Iary Ann
(now 3Irs. J. 31. Studebaker), Nettie (now 3Irs. AA'illiam Frazee), Priscilla (now
3Irs. B. F. Hance), Horatio S., AA'illiam K. and 3Iinerva Ellen; 3Ir. Clyne has
always resided on the old home place, lias improved and cleared up the farm, and
brought most of it into good cultivation, erecting fine buildings upon it; this
land has now been in possession of the father and son nearly seventy years. Mr.
Clyne is, politically, a Democrat; has been Township Trustee for many years, and
is now serving his second term as Commissioner of the county. He and his wife
have been members of the Baptist Church for twentv-four years.
JOSHUA H. C0TTINGHA3I. farmer ; P. 0. Tippecanoe City ; was born in this
county Nov. 30. 1828 ; is a son of Joshua E. ancl Elizabeth (Harritt) Cottingham ;
he was born Oct. 23. 1792, in 3Iaryland, and she Oct. 24. 1791. in Pennsylvania;
the grandfather, AVilliam, was born Feb. 7. 1775, the ancestry being from England;
the grandfather, Harritt, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. The father,
Joshua, came vvith his parents to Bourbon Co., Ky., when about 5 years of age;
thence to Alontgomery Co., Ohio, in the spring of 1807. On June 16, 1814, he
was united in maniage with Elizabeth Harritt and located in Greene Co., where
they resided till December. 1822, thence to Miami Co.. and located on the farm
upon which Joshua now lives ; here he died Aug. 11, 1879, nearly 87 years of age ;
his wife, Elizabeth, is still living, in her 89th year. They were active members of
the 31ethodist Episcopal Church, he for sixty-two years, and she for seventy-three
years. They were the parents of eight cliildren. viz.. 3Iary Leah, AVilliam, Robert
H.. Abigail, James, Joshua H., Elizabetii and Louisa, all living, the father's death
being the first in the family. Air. Cottingham. the subject of our sketch, lived
with his father till about 22 years of age. On Feb. 14, 1856, he was married to
Elizabeth Bousman, who was born Aug. 28, 1832. and is a daughter of Leonard
and Elizabetii (Jackson) Bousman ; he being a native of A7irginia and she of
Pennsylvania. They were the parents of nine children, seven now living, viz.,
3Iary, Catharine. Elizabeth, AAilliam, Eliza, Henry ancl Harriet. Air. Cottingham
and wife, by this union have two children, viz., AIilton A., born Feb. 28, 1858, and
Freeman 0., born Oct. 25, 1860. 3Ir, Cottingham. after his marriage, lived on
various rented farms for about seven years ; then rented a farm near Tippecanoe,
where they lived for sixteen years ; finally removing to the old home farm, where
he has 116 acres of good land, mostly in cultivation.
JESSE O. DAVY, 31. D.. physician, Alcony : was born in Delaware Co.,
Ohio, Oct. 18, 1840 ; is a son of Henry D. and Elizabeth (Leatherman) Davy ; he
was born in Ohio and she in 3Iaryland, the paternal ancestry coming from England, and the maternal from Germany. Henry D. and wife were parents of ten
children, of whom seven are now living, viz.. Catharine, now 3Irs. Hodgden, in
Kansas; Ruth, now 3Irs. Clawson, in Delaware Co.. Ohio ; John L., Ezra J., WiUiam, Jesse O. and 3Iary, now 31 rs. Gilmore, of Knox Co.: he lost his wife by death
in 1850, and, in 1851, was married to Catharine Bastater, daughter of Jacob Bastater, born in 3Iaryland ; by this union he has had three children, viz., Alvin J., of
Troy ; H. Dolphus, of Cincinnati, and Elias S. Dr. Davy, our subject, received
while young a good common-school education ; in 1858, he attended a select school
at Olive Green, Delaware Co., and, during his attendance here, determined to adopt
the medical profession ; he went to Navarre, Stark Co., where he devoted one year
to the study of medicine, and, April 6, 1861, entered Wittenberg CoUege, at
Springfield, Ohio, where he graduated in 1868 ; soon after entering the college, in
AprU, 1861, he enlisted in the three-months service, in the war of the rebellion:
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at the expiration of which he returaed to college and remained two years ; thence,
again, he enlisted in the 59th 0. V. I., and served till the close of the war, being
while in the army most of the time in the Brigade Hospital as Brigade Steward ;
his duties were to examine all the wounded as they were brought back to the hospital for treatment, and to assign them to their proper tents, which afforded him
splendid opportunities for future usefulness in treating traumatic wounds ; at the
close ofthe war he returned to the college, completed his studies and graduated as
above stated ; from there he went to Cincinnati ancl attended two courses of lectures
at the Ohio 3Iedical College ; removed to Springfield and began practice, meeting
with verv flattering success, and situated under very favorable auspices ; but, like
many others, not satisfied to let u well enough alone,"' he left his profession and
entered upon a manufacturing business, which financially proved very disastrous ; during the settlement of his business affairs, he took an agency vvith the
Champion 3Iachine Company, which he held for about two years ; when he entered
again upon his profession, at his present location, 3Iiami City, by buying out
Dr. Thatcher, an old resident physician ; he has been in practice here for four
years, and is meeting with good success and remunerative returns; from his thorough
qualifications for his profession, and the love, interest and energy he displays in
its prosecution, there is no question of his future success. On June 30. 1868. vvas
celebrated his marriage with Susanna A. Hopper, daughter of Abraham and Sarah
Hopper; he being a native of New York State and she of Ohio ; they were the parents of four children, of whom three are now living, viz.. Johanna, now 3Irs. C. C
Johnson, living in Hamilton ; Angeline, now 3Irs. Ernsberger, living in Richland
Co., and Susanna A.
VAN S. DEATON, 31. D.. physician, Aleony; born in Champaign Co., Ohio. Aug.
1, 1847 ;is a son of Nathan ancl Sarah (Schoby) Deaton, he being born in A'irginia,
and she in Ohio ; the grandfather, George W. Deaton, was also a native of A'irginia ;
the grandparents Schoby were born in New Jersey, the grandmother Schoby
living to be 89 years of age. The ancestry of the.Deaton family were from England. Nathan and Sarah were parents of six children, of whom five are now living,
viz., Van S., Lydia A. (now Airs. J. Cutter, of Kansas), Emery G. (also in Kansas),
Emma D. (now 3Irs. John 3Ic3Iorran, living in St. Paris. Ohio), and AAilliam D. (of
Clark Co.). Dr. Deaton being only 9 years of age when his parents died, was
raised by his uncle, Levi Deaton, till 17 years of age. Then he enlisted in the war
of the rebellion, in the 16th Ohio Battery, in wliich he served till the close of the
war, received an honorable discharge and returned home; he then remained with
his uncle for a time, but, having obtained a limited education in his boyhood clays,
he felt a desire for a more proficient scholarship, and in 1867, entered the National
Normal School, at Lebanon, Ohio, taking such a course of study as would prepare
him for the profession of teacher : he continued at this school for two years, and
then taught for several terms, during which time he studied medicine under Dr.
Thatcher, of 3Iiami City, then attended three courses of lectures at the Cincinnati
College of 3Iedicine and Surgery, in the winter of 1871-72 and the spring of 1873,
graduating at the close of the latter term ; he located at Addison. Champaign Co.,
Ohio, where he practiced for four years, then went to 3Iiami City, where he has
continued his practice for nearly three years. On 3Iarch 6, 1876. he married Laura
E., daughter of Henry C. and Elizabeth Shidaker, by which union they have had
two children, viz.. Clarence Ross and Ernest Eldridge. Dr. Deaton, since commencing the practice of medicine, has been favored with abundant success, having,
during the seven years of his professional duties, won the favor and a good share
of the patronage o f t h e community. The thorough education and qualifications
he possesses, coupled with an energy- and purpose of will to excel in his profession,
will doubtless win for him in the future the favor of the people, and give him a
high standing in the medical profession.
JAMES M. DYE, deceased. The name that heads this sketch was one of the
prominent men of this county, and will ever be remembered for his many virtues
and kind acts; many years have passed since the name of James Dye was first
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known, and his family were among the foremost pioneers of Miami Co. ; the Dyes.
as will be seen in the county and township history, were a numerous and energetic
people, and to them is due, in a great measure, the prosperity of our county. 3Ir.
Dye was born in 3Iiami Co. Sept. 6, 1805 ; his parents, Benjamin and Elizabeth
(Jackson) Dye, were natives of Pennsylvania, ancl were married in that State ;
when he came to Warren Co., he was very poor, but, possessed of indomitable
pluck and energy, began accumulating, slowly, means for a livelihood ; they were
the parents of ten children, of whom Sarah 3Ieeks, William Benjamin and 3Iaria
Jones are now living. During his boyhood, and, in fact, all his lifetime, James
Dye was engaged in agriculture, and, from a humble beginning, accumulated w-ealth
rapidly, through good management, until he left a large landed estate of 1,390
acres. His maniage to 3Iiss Letty Cecil, who was born Aug. 28. 1806, was celebrated 3Iarch 3, 1825 ; her parents were natives of Pulaski Co., A7a., and emigrated
to Miami Co. in 1812 ; their names were Thomas and Nancy (Grayson) Cecil; they
had thirteen children, of whom 3Irs. Letty Dye. the widow of our subject, survives.
James and Letty Dye reared a large familv : Thomas C. Dye. their eldest son. was
born J u n e 22. ~1827 : Benjamin F.. Jan." 28. 1829 : Gordon C. J u l v 15, 1831 :
Joseph C. April 25. 1833: 3Iilton. Jan. 29. 1835 : Roswell S.. 3Iarch 30, 1837 ;
Elizabeth, Feb. 21.1839 : Grayson, Jan. 11, 1841 :' Robert. Aug. 19. 1842 : Nancy
J., May 26. 1845 ; ancl AVebster. Feb. 11. 1848 ; of these. AIilton, Gordon, Robert,
AVebster and Benjamin F. are now dead ; the demise of their father, James 31.,
occurred Nov. 10, 1873 ; he was a man widely known, and his business qualifications brought him in contact with the prominent men of this as well as other
counties ; his integrity was beyond question, ancl he was authority on agricultural
topics. The marriage of Benjamin F. Dye and Sarah L. Tally, of Clermont Co.,
Ohio, was celebrated Jan. 8. 1856 ; Joseph wedded Alice Miller, probably in 1860 ;
Grayson married Louisa Shaffer in October, 1864 ; Thomas was married to 3Irs.
Catharine 3Ioore, of A7ermillion Co., 111.; the two daughters. Lizzie and Nannie,
live with their mother on the Dye homestead, a beautiful and well-improved farm
near Troy ; their residence is a large two-story frame, well furnished, presenting
an air of neatness and comfort, which, added to the cordiality of the hostess, makes
it a pleasant place to visit. Elizabeth (Jackson) Dye was a native of Redstone,
Tenn.. ancl came from that place to Ohio in 1798 ; her death occurred Feb. 1,
1817 ; Benjamin Dye died July 23, 1843 ; he was aged 64 years. The portrait of
James 31. Dve appears in this work.
BENJA3IIN FLINN, deceased ; born in 3Iiami Co.. April2, 1822 ; was a s o n
of John and Agnes (Priest) Flinn, he being born in A7irginia, and she in Kentucky.
The father, John, with his mother, was captured in Virginia by the Indians, and
kept in captivity for fourteen years, duiing whieh 3Irs. Flinn died ; John, gaining
the confidence of the Indians, was granted many privileges to go and come as he
pleased, and finally was permitted to visit his friends in A7irginia, which he did, and
then returned to the Indians ; becoming dissatisfied with them, he went back to
Virginia, soon after come West, and became interpreter for Johnson, the Indian
Agent, during the war of 1812. I t is -supposed that he became a settler of 31iami
Co. prior to 1807, which would make him one of the early pioneers. Here he married Agnes Priest, by whom he had a large family of children, of whom Benjamin
was the seventh child. He lived with his father, mostly, till his marriage, which
occurred Nov. 20. 1845, with Catharine, daughter of John and Rebecca Smith ; he
was born in 3Iaryland, and she in A7irginia. By this union they had six children,
of whom five are living, viz.. Agnes, Rebecca Jane, Charlotte. Franklin and 3Iary.
After their marriage, they located upon the farm where his widow, 3Irs. Flinn, now
resides. He died 3Iarch 13, 1879. Since his death, the son, Franklin, and son-inlaw, 3Ir. Pence, are taking charge of the home farm, consisting of 158 acres of fine
land, with good buildings and improvements; also another farm of 89 acres. Mr.
Flinn was an industrious, enterprising m a n ; a kind husband and father, a good
neighbor, and one who had the confidence of the people, as indicated by the offices
he held, being School Director for several years. Township Trustee for two years,.
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and filling other offices. He was an active member of the Christian Church for
some twent}7-five or thirty years, and his wife for twenty-two years.
HENRY GARDNER, farmer; P. 0. Troy ; born in Ireland ; is a son of
Charles and Ann Gardner, varho were also born in Ireland, and Uved ancl died there.
They were psrents of six children, of whom four are now living, viz., John, who
is somewhere in America ; AVilliam, who came to America, but returned again to
Ireland, where he still lives ; Charles, living in Canada ; and Henry. Air. Gardner, our subject, came from Ireland to America in 1847, and was in Canada about
two years, then removed to Aliami Co., *md located first on the Robert Sproul farm,
where he lived about eighteen years ; then on the farm where he now resides. On
Feb. 28, 1854, he married Rebecca Jane, daughter of Robert and Isabella Sproul.
They have had six children, viz., Nancy Bell, Robert Charles, Sarah Elizabeth,
William Thomas, Samuel Ellsworth and Elvin Hays. 3Ir. Gardner has now
resided twelve years on his present farm of 150 acres of fine land, with good buildings and improvements.
0. C. GAR3IAN, farmer ; P. 0. Troy; born in Adams Co., Ohio, Feb. 22,
1843; is a son of Peter and Hannah (Countryman) Garman, who were born in
Highland Co., Ohio. The grandparents were natives of A7irginia, the ancestry
originally coming from Germany. Peter ancl Hannah, the parents, have always
resided in Adams Co. They were the parents of six children, viz., Susanna, now
Mrs. Bell; Salome, now 3Irs. J. Pulse ; 3Iary Ann, now 3Irs. 3Iurphy ; Obadiah
C, Daniel H. and Hymen P., living in Kansas. 3Ir. Garman lived with his father
till 20 years of age. In August, 1862, he went to the defense of his countiy, and
enlisted in the 60th O. V. I., serving three months, being captured by the rebels,
then paroled, and re-enlisted in June, 1863, in the 1st Ohio Heavy Artillery, where
he remained till the close of the war. After his return from the army, he attended
the National Normal school at Lebanon, Ohio, during the summer, and taught
school during the winter, until he graduated, after which lie followed teaching for
five years, and since, has farmed and taught alternately. On Aug. 21, 1873, he
was united in marriage with 3Iary P. Phillips, daughter of Clark C. and 3Iary P.
Phillips. They had three children, viz., Anna E.. Cora 3Iay and Clark P. After
their marriage, they located in Higginsport, Ohio, where he was the principal of
their schools for one year, thence to Patriot, Ind, where he remained two years as
principal of their schools, with his wife (vvho is also a graduate of the same school
at Lebanon) as a teacher, then to AVest Milton, this county, for one year, and afterward to the farm where he now resides. 3Ir. Garman has 60 acres of land, 50 of
which are in cultivation, with excellent buildings upon thera. 3Ir. Garman, though
a recent resident of 3Iiami Co., has served as Township Clerk one year. He and
wife are members of the Christian Church, having been such for fifteen years.
JAMES 31. GEARHEART, farmer; P. O. Troy ; born in 3Iiami Co., 3Iarch
10, 1824; is a son of John and Eleanor (Beatty) Gearheart, who were natives of
Virginia; the grandfather Gearheart was a native of Virginia, the grandfather
Beatty was born in Ireland. John, the father, came to 3Iiami Co. with his parents, and became one of the early settlers, locating a little north of the Dye farm.
John located on the farm now owned by Thompson Ely, where he lived about seventeen years, thence to the farm where James now lives ; here he died Aug. 16,
1850, his wife Jan. 3, 1871. They were the parents of five children, of whom two
are now living, viz., James M. and John N. Our subject lived with his father
until his marriage, Sept. 16, 1847, when he was united with 3Iaria 3Iatilda,
daughter of Robert and Isabella Sproul. By this union they had six children,
viz., John H., Robert S., William J. (deceased), James E., Thomas B. and.3Iary
B. Mr. Gearheart, after his marriage, located upon the home farm, where he
has resided up to the present time. He has a fine farm of 150 acres, 110 acres
in cultivation. Politically, Mr. Gearheart is a Republican, Religiously he is a
Methodist, his wife and children being Presbyterians.
JOHN N. GEARHEART, farmer; P. O. Troy; bom in 3Iiami Co., Jan. 6,
1826 ; is a son of John and Eleanor (Beatty) Gearheart; he being bom in Miami
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Co., in about 1800, and she in Champaign Co. ; the grandfather, John, being a native
of A7irginia. and removing to this county about 1799, cotemporary with the Knoops,
Gerards, etc., the first pioneers of the county. He located on the old Gearheart
place, on the west edge of Elizabeth Township, where he lived and died, at the ripe
old age of about 100 years. His son John, the father of our subject, after his marriage, located on the farm now owned by Thompson Ely, where he cleared up a
farm, most of it right from tbe native forest; here he remained for many7 years, and
brought the farm into a good state of cultivation ; then located two miles north, on
land now owned by Mr. Turner and James Gearheart, where he lived till his death,
which occurred when he was about 52 years of age. They7 were the parents of five
children, of whom two are now living, viz., James 31. and John N. John. N., our
subject, lived with his father till 1849, when he was united in marriage with Mary7
A. Rowe, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Rowe ; he being born in Pennsylvania,
but locating in this county when about 18 years of age; she was bom in this
township ; they were the parents of four children, of whom two are now living, viz.,
3Iary A. and Nancy, now 3Irs. Isaac A. Beales. After Mr. Gearheart's marriage,
he located on a part of his father's place, which Mr. Turner now owns, and resided
there some four or five years ; then removed to the farm where he now lives.
They are the parents of nine children, of whom eight are now living, viz., John C;
Henry R., dying in infancy; Elizabetii E., now Mrs. AA7illiam Greer ; Laura J., now
Airs Gross, living in Preble Co.; Nancy C, now 3Irs. 3IcNeal; William M. R.,
3Iary F., Nelson E. and Iva B. Mr. Gearheart has a fine farm of 200 acres, and
all but 40 acres in cultivation, with good buildings and improvements. 3Ir. Gearheart and wife are members of the Christian Church, he having been such for thirty
years, and she for thirty-five years. They have also had the pleasure to see all
their children but one become Christians and members of the same church.
S. DAVIS GREEN, farmer and stock-dealer ; P. O. Troy ; he was born in
Lost Creek Township, Dec. 2,1823, and is the son of George W. and Nancy (King)
Green ; he was born in Pennsylvania, and came to this county and located in Lost
Creek Township about 1810 to 1812. He was married three times, first to Martha
Gray, by whom he had one child, viz., AVilliam ; his second marriage was to Miss
Nancy7 King, by whom he had five children, of whom two now survive, viz., Nancy,
now Mrs. Harter, And S. Davis ; his third consort was Mary Hendricks, who had five
children, viz., 3Iargaret, Jane, Samuel, Ann and Robert; the mother of our subject
died in 1825 ; about 1831, the father located in Elizabeth Township, and died in
1833. Our subject being only7 10 years of age when his father died, he was placed
in the care of John C. Dye, with whom he remained until October, 1845, when he
was married to Miss Hannah, daughter of Asa and Hannah French, he a native of
New Jersey, and she of Kentucky ; by this union they have had five children, viz.,
Asa, Zelora, Sarah Eliza, now Mrs. A. Thackara, Joseph F., and Glenn. Mr. Green
farmed on rented land for nine years, then bought and located upon the farm
where he has now lived for twenty-six years ; he has 170 acres, 140 of which are
cleared and in cultivation, and since his occupation has erected a fine brick house,
a large barn and other buildings for comfort and convenience. 3Ir. Green and wife
are members of the Casstown Baptist Church, having united with it while it was
located in Staunton ; it is the oldest Baptist Church in the county, having been
organized in 1804 ; he has been a member of this church for thirty-four years-, and
Clerk of the same for the past twelve years ; his wife has been a member for thirtysix years.
BENJAMIN F. HANCE, farmer ; P. O. Casstown ; he was bora in Miami
Co., Dec. 24, 1842, and is a son of Joseph and Patsy (Wilson) Hance ; he was a
native of Kentucky, and she of Ohio ; the grandfather Hance was born in England,
and came to America during the Revolutionary war ; Joseph, the father,
came with his father to 3Iiami Co., about 1812 or 1813, and located in
Lost Creek Township, where his father died; Joseph and wife were parents
of twelve chUdren, of whom eight are now living, viz., Lydia, Margaret,
WUliam, Sarepta, Benjamin F., Seymour, Willis, and Letitia; Joseph
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died in Lost Creek Township, May 16, 1864; his wife died Nov. 5, 1855.
Our subject lived with his father till 17 years of age, when he went
to learn the carpenter's trade with his brother Lewis, with whom he remained about
four years, thence returned with his father, where he remained till his death. On
Feb. 15, 1866, he was united in marriage with Priscilla Clyne, daughter of Isaac
and Elizabeth Clyne ; by this union they have had two children, viz., Horatio Ingraham and William Otho. After 3Ir. Hance was married, he remained on the old
home farm for two years, thence went to St. Paris, Ohio, for two years, and finally
settled on the farm where he now resides ; here he has 100 acres of good land with
excellent improvements.
BENNETT J. HARTER. farmer; P. 0. Troy ; born in Kentucky. Feb. 19.
1819 ; is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth Harter ; he was a native of Virginia, and
she of Kentucky. The grandfather Harter was born in 3Iaryland, and the grandmother Harter in Virginia, the ancestry being originally from Germany. Jacob,
the father, removed to 3Iiami Co. about 1820, and located in Elizabeth Township,
where he followed his trade as hatter, in connection with farming, for about twentythree years, then sold out and bought a grist-mill and distillery, about three miles
southwest from his first locality ; here he carried on the business some ten years,
then removed to a farm just east of there, and farmed for a few years, when he
retired from active business and located in Troy, and resided till his death, which
occurred in 1875. When 3Ir. J. first came to this county, he commenced with but
a few dollars' capital, but by industry and unfaltering energy, enduring faithfully
all the hardships and deprivations of those early settlers, his diligence and economy won for him a large competency, so that during the latter years of his life he
could enjoy all that money or wealth could procure ; but it is said that he declared
that the happiest period of his life was during his first years in 3Iiami Co.,
when he had to labor the hardest ancl economize the most. They were the
parents of eleven cliildren, of whora four are now living, viz., Bennett J., Samuel
K., Catharine (now Widow Randolph), and Franklin L. Mr. Harter. our subject,
lived with his father till about 28 years of age. In 1844, he married 3Iiss Nancy
Green, daughter of George and Nancy (Knight) Green ; he was born in Pennsylvania, and she in Ohio ; by this union they have had six children, of whom three
are living, viz., Bell S. (now Mrs. Charles C. Royce. of AVashington, D. C), Mary
Josephine (now 3Irs. E. W. Heywood, of Boston), and Jacob D. After his marriage, he lived on a rented farm for two years, then bought the Smulser farm, where
he Uved about five years, then removed to the Cove Spring farm, where he has
since resided. He has 366 acres of excellent land well improved.
JAMES T. HER3IAN, farmer; P. 0. Troy ; born in Clark Co., Ohio, July
4, 1848 ; is a son of Lawson D. and Hannah (Rail) Herman, also born in Ohio,
the grandparents being from Maryland and New Jersey ; Lawson and wife were the
parents of nine children ; three are living, viz., John Wesley, 3Iary Louisa and
James T. ; Lawson D. Herman lost his wife in 1849 ; in 1852, he married Elizabeth, daughter of John Flinn, of whom mention is made in the sketch of Benjamin Flinn ; by this marriage they had one child, viz., Lawson A.; 3Ir. Herman,
the father, lived in Clark and 3Iiami Cos.; he started in life very poor, his only
capital being good health, energy and a determination to gain a home and the
comforts of life ; in this he was successful, as he became owner of 400 acres of
land and some $10,000 in money' besides ; hewas bom March 2, 1807, and died in
Clark Co. Feb. 2, 1874. Our subject lived with his father till 25 years of age ; on
Jan. 25, 1874, he was united in marriage with Margaret M., daughter of George
and Ruth Ann Mumford ; by this union they have three children, viz., Anna
Bertha, Charlie Wilbert and James Edward; Mr. Herman, after his marriage,
located upon the farm where he now lives, and commenced in a log cabin; he has
everything in good repair, fine new buildings erected and all the conveniences
required for a pleasant home.
SAMUEL KNICK, farmer ; P. O. Alcony ; bom in Miami Co. Dec. 9, 1832 ;
is a son of WiUiam and Rachel (Armstrong) Knick, natives of Virginia, who came
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to this county among the early settlers ; they were the parents of nine children,
six now living, viz., William, James, George, Isaac. Samuel and Thomas ; Mr.
Knick, the father, was in the war of 1812. and, after his death, his widow drew a
pension ; he died Dec. 14, 1848, aged 56 years 2 months and 7 days ; she died
Oct. 3. 1864, aged 71 years and 7 months. Our subject was 16 years of age at the
time of his father's death, after which he worked by the month till about 23 years
of age. Oct. 18, 1855, he was united in marriage with 3Iary Elizabeth, born Feb.
27, 1835, a daughter of David and Catharine Ann Strock. natives of Pennsylvania ;
they were the parents of nine children; seven are living, viz., Oliver, 3Iary Elizabeth, Jacob, John. David. George and Addison. 3Ir. Knick has had six children,
viz., 3Ielissa. born Aug. 25. 1856 : Emma J.. Oct. 31, 1858 : Frank. 3Iav 18. 1862 ;
Charles, Dec. 18, 1865 ; Ella. 3Iay 9. 1873 ; and Ida, Sept. 12. 1877. ~After their
marriage, 3Ir. Knick located on the farm where the Orphans' Home is now located ;
remained about two years, then bought and located upon the farm where they now
reside; they have a fine farm of 140 acres, and good improvements. 3Ir. Knick
is a Democrat, and has been Townsliip Trustee for four years ; he and wife are
members of the Christian Church, he having been a member for fourteen years,
and she for thirty vears.
ISAAC N. KYLE, farmer; P. 0. Troy ; born in 31iami Co. June 19, 1832,
on the farm upon which he now resides ; is a son of Samuel and 3Iary (Bell) Kyle ;
he was born in Pennsylvania and she in A'irginia : the grandfather Kyle was also
born in Pennsylvania; the ancestry originally came from Scotland. Grandfather
Kyle emigrated from Pennsylvania to 3Iiami Co., in 1807. and located in Concord
Township, where he and other members of the family entered five quarter-sections
of land ; here he died, after a few years' residence, at an advanced age. The father,
Samuel, remained there till 1814, when he located upon the farm where Isaac now
resides ; here he opened out in the dense forests, cutting the first stick of timber
ever taken from its native growth, and toiling on for years, in pioneer style, to
make a farm and a home, enduring the hardships and deprivations which only
those honored old pioneers of our country knew and experienced. About the time
of his locating on this farm, he was chosen Representative of this county to the
Legislature, and, having located late in the fall, he had to repair to Columbus
before he had completed his log house for a dwelling for his family ; but, leaving
instructions for the completion of his house, he started for Columbus on horseback.
He was, during his life, a very active and prominent man in the county, being public-spirited, enterprising and taking an active part in everything for the good of
his county ancl neighborhood. They were parents of twelve children, of whom
eight are now living, viz.. AAilliam H. H., now living in Kansas ; Samuel B., living
in Arkansas; 3Iary F., now 3Irs. Yount. of Union City ; Elizabeth A., now 3Irs.
J. Yount, living in Iowa : Logan K., also in Iowa ; Sarali A., now 3Irs. 3IcNeal;
Nancy C, now 3Irs. Furrow, of Iowa, and Isaac N. Samuel Kyle was an earnest
Christian from his early manhood, and was one of the founders of the Christian
Church ; a member ofthe 3Iiami Conference from its organization, hewas ordained
a minister in the church in 1810 ; was an active, energetic minister of the Gospel
for twenty-five y-ears. and probably organized more churches, during this period,
than any7 other man in the county. His Christian work was one of constant labor
in his 3Iaster's vineyard : and his death, which occun-ed April 8. 1836, was that of
one who believed in the triumphs of a living faith, and had an unfaltering hope of
a blessed immortality. His wife departed this life in 1862. Isaac N. Kyle, our
subject, and the youngest child of the family, has always remained upon the home
place, where he now has 160 acres of land, of which 120 acres are in cultivation,
with fine buildings and improvements. He was united in marriage Jan. 1, 1857,
with Elizabeth A. Sayers, daughter of Andrew and Sarah (Talbot) Sayers. They
have five children, viz., Barton W., Clara F., 3Iary A., Maggie A. and Harry N.
Mr. Kyle, like his father, has always been a public-spirited man, who has had the
confidence of his people, and is known from one end of the county to the other as
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one who is interested in all public matters and improvements. He was elected a
member ofthe School Board in 1859, in which he has since served.
- DANIEL McNEAL. farmer ; P. 0. Alcony ; born in Pennsylvania Oct. 10,
1816 ; is a son of Daniel and Sarah (Brougher) 3IcNeal, who were also natives of
Pennsylvania; the grandfather McNeal was a Scotchman, and the grandfather
Brougher, or his ancestry, came from Germany. Daniel, the father, lived and died
in Pennsylvania, but his wife. Sarah, came to Ohio and died in this county. They
were parents of four children, of whom two are now living, viz., John and Daniel.
Daniel, our subject, was only 11 years of age when his father died, but the mother,
to her credit, managed to keep her family together till they grew to maturity, and
came to 3Iiami Co Mr. 3IcNeal removed from Pennsylvania to Ohio in 1839, and
located on the farm where he now resides ; he first purchased 123 acres of land,
most of which was still a dense forest; he commenced with a capital of $1,000, and
from year to year he cleared up and improved his land, from time to time purchasing more land adjoining him, as means and opportunity would permit, till now
he is owner of nearly 800 acres of land, the greater portion of it in cultivation.
This large amount of property has been accumulated by his own labor, industry and
good management, being a good example to the future generations of what may be
accomplished by industry and economy, In 1838, 3Ir. 3IcNeal was united in marriage with Barbara Brechbill, daughter of Frederick and Ann 3Iaria Brechbill, who
were natives of Pennsylvania. By this union they had eleven children, of whom
six are now living, viz., Maria, now 3Irs. Thompson ; FrederickB. ; Louisa, now
Mrs. Stafford ; George, James and 3Iarcellus. He lost his wife by death in 1864 ;
in 1873, was united in marriage with 3Irs. Ann V. Kessler, daughter of Peter and
Rebecca Vore, he a native of Pennsylvania and she of Ohio. By this union they
have had two children, of whom one only is now living, viz., Henry Ernest. Mr.
McNeal has not only been a man of energy and industry, and accumulated a competency of this world's goods, but he has been a man of ability, commanding the
confidence of the people of his community and township, as indicated by the offices
he has held, having been Township Trustee for many years, and Justice of the
Peace for nine years ; he is, at the present time, Township Treasurer and Land
Appraiser ; in fact, there is scarcely a township office but what he ha*s held, and
no year of his life but what lie has held one or more offices. He and wife are members of the Christian Church, in which they have been active members for twentyseven years.
A. C. & W. P. 3IARTIN, farmers; P. O. Troy ; natives of Miami Co., Lost
Creek Township, A. C Martin being born Dec. 23, 1827. and AA7. P. Martin Feb.
15,1830 ; are sons of Joseph and 3Iary (Clyne) Martin, who were also born in 3Iiami
Co. The grandparents came from Pennsylvania at a very early day. Joseph and
Mary were parents of three children, viz., Abijah C, AVilliam P. and Hannah,
now Widow Kellogg, living in Iowa. Joseph and Mary's lives were very7 brief,
being victims of that terrible scourge, the cholera, which visited this section in
1832 and 1833 ; they were both attacked with the disease, and lived but a few
hours, there being less than an hour's difference in their deaths ; he only 27 years
of age, being cut off in the prime of life, and the children left orphans when veryyoung ; Abijah C, the eldest, was only 5 years of age, and Wiiiiam C, 3 years
old. They were placed under the guardianship of their uncle, who put them to
various occupations until they were able to care for themselves. They have, since
becoming of age, made farming their principal occupation, having owned three different farms successively in partnership in this and Lost Creek Township. About
seven years ago, they bought the farm upon which they now live and have since
resided. This consists of 204 acres, mostly under cultivation, with large and commodious buildings attached. Abijah C. was united in marriage March 2, 1859,
with Elizabeth Knoop, daughter of Daniel and Lucy Knoop. By this union they
have had four children, viz., Mary B., Charles D., John K. and Lucy.
DANIEL MORRETT, farmer ; P. O. Christiansburgh, Champaign Co.; bora
in Pennsylvania Sept. 24,1815 ; is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Strock) Morrett,
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also born in Pennsylvania, their ancestry coming from Germany. They were the
parents of nine children, of whom seven are living, viz., Catharine, Daniel, Rachel,
Jacob, now in Iowa, Elizabeth, Eli, now in Pennsylvania, and Rebecca. Mr. Morrett lived with his father till 23 years of age. In the spring of 1839, he came to
Ohio, and in the fall of 1840, was married to Catharine Ann, daughter of John
and Susan Slaybaugh, also from Pennsylvania. By this union they have had ten
children, seven living—Jacob, John, Alfred, 3Iary, Fanny, William and Emma
Louisa. In 1841.3Ir. 3Iorrett located upon his present farm, which he has cleared
and improved, has erected good buildings and now has 100 acres in cultivation
with all the conveniences needed for a farmers residence. Politically, Mr. Morrett is a Republican.
GEORGE 3IU3IFORD, farmer ; Alcony P. 0.; born in Maryland Feb. 16,
1812 ; is a son of John and Hannah 3Iumford ; he was bora in England, his wife
being born in Maryland ; he lived and died in Maryland ; the mother eame to thi s
county, where she died ; they were the parents of fourteen children, of whom three
are now living, viz., Hannah, George and 3Iiranda. The subject of this sketch, in
the fall of 1833, came to 3Iuskingum Co., Ohio, where he remained about one year,
then returned to 3Iaryland. and was united in marriage, Aug. 6. 1835. with Ruth
Ann, daughter of Isaac and Ruth Ann 3Iartin. both natives of 3Iaryland ; by this
union they had ten children, of whom eight are living, viz.. 3Iartha, Josephine,
Wilber Harrison, Isaac, 3Iaria 31.. George, Melissa and Clara Bell; after 3Ir. 3Iumford's marriage, he came to Ohio and located in 3Iuskingum Co., but afterward
removed to 3Iiami Co., where he has since resided ; he has been a resident upon
the farm where he now lives some twenty-five years ; he has 416 acres in one
body, constituting three farms, all having good buildings ; this estate he has
accumulated by his own labor, industry and economy, having commenced in life
with comparatively nothing but a good constitution, energy and a determination
to make a home and the comforts of life, which he has abundantly accomplished.
AVILLIAAI R. 3IU3IFORD. farmer; P. 0. Alcony ; born in Miami Co. June
7, 1841 ; is a son of John and 3Iary 31. (Cromer) 3Iumford, who were born in
3Iaryland, and came to Ohio with his brother George. John, the father, when he
came to this county, lived on rented farms for about eight years, then bought the
farm upon which his son AA'illiam now lives, where he died, Sept. 16, 1868 ; his
widow is still living with their son William, and is 71 years of age ; they were the
parents of ten children, of whom five are now living, viz.. John P.. AAilliam, Joseph
E. (of Clark Co.), Alary Jane and Sarah Amanda. AA'illiam R., our subject, lived
with his father till his death. Ou Nov. 7. 1867, he was united in marriage with
Olivia, a daughter of John and Sarah A. Schindler ; by this union he has had four
children, of whom three are now living, viz., Irving. Eben and A'iola ; AVilliam R.
has always remained on the home place, and had charge of the farm since his
father's death, and for many years before, as his father was crippled and helpless
for some ten years, from rheumatic affections ; AAilliam R. lost his wife Sept. 7,
1876, at 31 years of age. Air. 3Iumford has been a member of the Universalist
Church for four years ; his mother. 3Iary 31.. has been a member of the Lutheran
Church for a period of fifty-two years.
JOHN H. RA3ISEY. farmer and Justice of the Peace; P. 0. Alcony ; is a
son of Samuel and Ellen (Fletcher) Ramsey ; he was born in Pennsylvania, she in
England, emigrating to America when 12 years of age. 31 r. and 3Irs. Ramseybecame residents of Lycoming Co.. and while there our subject was born, Feb. 11,
1810. Of nine cliildren born to the parents, six now survive—John H., Jane,
Thomas, Alary Ann, 3Iargaret and Harriet. They removed from Pennsylvania to
Ohio, locating at Dayton, in 1811 ; thence went to EUzabeth Township, 3Iiami Co.,
in 1817. where he resided till his death. In the war of 1812, he was a soldier in
HuU's army. He was a man of great energy and industrious habits, and. by the
help of his sons, cleared over 100 acres of land, and brought it into good cultivation. Our subject lived with his father till 23 years of age. On 3Iarch 14, 1833,
he was married to 3Iiss Dorothv, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Neff; he was
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bom in Virginia, and she in Pennsylvania ; they were the parents of nine children,
three now living—Mary, Dorothy and Elizabeth. As the issue of this union, Mr.
and Mrs. Ramsey have two children—AVilliam and Sarah. Mr. Ramsey, after his
marriage, located upon his father's place, and resided on his several farms for fourteen years ; thence went to the Booker farm for four years; and finally to the
farm where he now resides: became owner of 425 acres of land, and sold 210 acres
to his son-in-law, still owning 215 acres. The crowning traits of Mr. Ramsey's
life have been energy, industry, economy and honor. Having the entire confidence of the people, they have extended to him many offices of trust; he has
served as Justice of the Peace twenty-four consecutive years ; and, in testimony of
his honor as it has been manifested in his official career, we have the evidence of
the many7 compromised cases which were brought before him, threatening extensive law-suits ; through Mr. Ramsey's pacific efforts between the contending parties, the differences were amicably settled without appealing to law. AAilliam, son
of our subject, residing at home with his father, was married, March 20.1868, to 3Iiss
Abby, daughter of David and 3Iartha Neff; they have seven children, six now
living—George. John, Mary, Charlie, Samuel and Walter.
ANDREW S. SAUNDERS, farmer ; P. 0. Casstown ; born in Aliami Co. Nov.
11, 1816 ; is a son of William and Elizabetii (Sheets) Saunders, born in Pennsylvania ; the Grandfather Saunders removed from Pennsylvania to this county when
William was 11 years of age, locating here a few years after the Knoops; AVilliam
and Elizabeth were the parents of six children, of whom five are now living, viz..
Andrew S., Henry R., Sarah Ann. Catharine Alorter and Isaac ; the grandfathers
were among the pioneers of the county, having to go to mill for their grist and
market their flour at Cincinnati: but they accomplished tlieir work, and lived to
see and enjoy many improvements and comforts. Our subject lived with his father
till 18 years of age, then worked by the month till January, 1837, when he was
united in marriage with Delilah, daughter of Michael and Sarah Kissinger, who
were natives of Virginia and the parents of two children, viz., Delilah and Nancy
(deceased). After 3Ir. Saunders' marriage, he rented a farm of his Grandfather
Sheets for about two years, then went to Shelby Co., and has followed farming
there and in this county until the present time ; he owns 200 acres of fine land,
with good buildings and improvements ; 3Ir. Saunders has done a large share of
pioneer work, having cleared up about 200 acres of land; he has held several
offices, having been Constable, Appraiser, Township Clerk, etc., but he desires to
avoid office as much as possible, preferring to attend strictly to his own personal
business.
THOMAS JEFFERSON SAYERS, farmer ; P. 0. Casstown ; born in Miami
Co. Oct. 15, 1808 ; is a son of Thomas and Francis (Dye) Sayers ; he was born in
Virginia Dec. 26, 1770, and she in Pennsylvania Jan. 7, 1777. The grandparents
removed from Virginia to Pennsylvania when Thomas was only a child, where he
lived till arriving at maturity. On April 3, 1795, was celebrated his marriage, and
they resided in Pennsylvania till the fall of 1808, at which time they removed to
Miami Co., and located on the farm where Jefferson now lives ; here he settled in
the woods, his nearest neighbors being the Knoops, located in Staunton Township ;
he was in the war of 1812, and served six months ; Mr. Sayers was a man of energy.
and toiled and labored to make a farm and a home. They had a family numbering seventeen children, six now living, viz., Andrew D., James, Elizabeth, T. Jefferson, Clarissa and William D. On Oct. 17, 1830, our subject was married to
Margaret French, born June 16. 1807, a daughter of Asa and Sarah French ; he
was born in New Jersey, and she in Pennsylvania; they were parents of ten children, of whom six are now living, viz., Ezekiel, Simeon, 3Iargaret, Jacob, Lewis
and David. Jefferson and wife have had ten children, and seven are now living.
viz., Ezekiel F., John H., Harrison, Sarah, Enos, A. Judson and Milton C. During the war of the rebellion, this family furnished three soldiers for the defense of
our country, Enos, enlisting in the 26th Regiment, and A. Judson in the l l t h
O. V. I., who served through the war, and Milton C., who enlisted in the navy
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and served one year. Mr. Sayers resided on the home farm until 1867, when he
removed to Casstown and resided ten years, thence to the farm where he still
resides. Mr. Sayers bought the farm of his father in 1837, and experienced many7
hard days' work in paying for it; but he and his wife never despaired, and now,
after many' years of toil and labors, are possessed of a fine farm and home. He
has also helped each of his children, by furnishing them means. This farm, the home
place, has been in possession of the Sayers family for a period of seventy-two
years. Mr. Sayers has been a member of the Casstown Baptist Church for fortysix years, and his wife for fifty-six years ; he has also been Deacon of tbe church for
forty years. They have raised seven of their children, and have had the pleasure
to see them all become Christians and active members in the church.
ANDREW D. SAYERS, farmer; P. 0. Troy : born in Pennsylvania 3Iarch
22, 1797 ; is a son ofThomas and Frances Sayers. The parents came from Pennsylvania to this county in the fall of 1808, when our subject was 11 years of age.
Mr. Sayers lived with his father till 25 years of age. July 19, 1821, he was married to 3Iiss Sarah, daughter of Sampson and Jane Talbott, who were born in Kentucky, but came to Ohio at quite an early day. By this union they have had eight
children, who grew to maturity, five of whom are now living, viz., Sampson, Ezra,
Elizabeth, now 3Irs. Kyle ; Pressley and Mary. After his marriage, he lived on
his fathefs farm for two years, then on a rented farm in Lost Creek Township ;
afterward bought a farm in Brown Township, where he lived five years ; then went
into Lost Creek Township, where he resided thirty years; and finally to the farm
where he now lives and has made a continued residence of twenty-two years. He
has a fine farm of 160 acres, of which 110 acres are in cultivation, with good buildings and improvements. Mr. Sayers is now nearly 84 years of age, being one of
the oldest persons now living in Elizabeth Township. He lost his wife by death
Jan. 13. 1879, they having traveled the journey of life together for over fifty-seven
years. They had been members of the Baptist Church for nearlv half a ceutury.
JOHN SCHINDLER, retired, Alcony ; born in Maryland Dec. 5, 1822 ; isa
son of John and Hannah (Leatherman) Schindler ; he was born in Germany, and
came to 3Iaryland when 11 years of age ; she was born in Alarvland. They removed to
Ohio in 1852, and located in Clark Co., where he lived and died; she is still living, ancl resides in Miami City, this county, atthe advanced age of 82 years. They
were parents of five children, of whom four are now living, viz., Peter A., of Springfield, Ohio ; John ; Daniel L.. of Hanover, Penn.; and Louisa C. 3Ir. Schindler,
our subject, remained with his father till 23 years of age, and on 3Iarch 12, 1846,
he was uuited in marriage with Sarah Ann Rice, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth
(Williard) Rice, who were born and raised in 3Iaryland, They were parents of
three children, one only now living, viz., Sarah Ann. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Schindler have
had five children, of whom three are now living, viz.. Rice, 3Iillard and Mina. 3Ir.
Schindler, after his marriage, rented his fathefs saw and grist mill, where he
remained and carried on the business about seven years ; then followed the millwright
and carpenter business for three years ; he removed to Ohio in spring of 1856, and
located in Springfield, where he engaged as a partner with his brother in the furniture-manufacturing business, where he continued for five years ; then bought the
mill property- which he now owns, and located here in 1861. where he and his sons
have continued business to the present time. Mr. Schindler is a natural mechanic
and machinist, and has always done all his own millwright work, repairing, etc.
The mill property he sold to his sons a few years since, who are running a strictly
first class custom mill, and with the assistance of the large, practical experience of
their father, are enabled to give their customers universal satisfaction. Mr.
Schindler has been a man of energy and industry, and had at one time accumulated quite a comfortable property, but met with some reverses, and when he located
in this county, nineteen years ago, was possessed of but a limited capital; by his
energy, industry and good management, he has accumulated a competency, and is
now able to live retired from active business, enjoying some of the benefits of his
past labors. That he has the confidence of his community, is shown by the offices
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he has held, having been Township Trustee one term, and Treasurer of the township for eight years. Mr. Schindler and wife have been members of the Reformed
Church for a period of forty years.
SAMUEL SCOTT, farmer; P. 0 . Troy ; born in this township Dec. 9, 1844;
is a son of J o h n and Elizabeth (Sproul) Scott; he was born in Pennsylvania, and
she in South Carolina.
J o h n located in this township about 1830; had a fine
farm of 320 acres, where he lived and died ; being one o f t h e early settlers of that
neighborhood ; they7 had ten children, who grew up to maturity, nine of whom are
now living—AVilliam; Isabella; now 3Irs. Walker ; Jane, now 3Irs. Telford ; Robert;
Fannie; Elizabeth ; Maggie, now Mrs. McCurdy ; Samuel and Thomas ; our subject
lived with his father till his death. Dec. 2, 1872, was married to 3Iiss Mary E.,
daughter of John and 3Iargaretta Farver ; he was born in Maryland and she in
Ireland, coming to this country when a small child ; they were quite early settlers
of this county ; Mr. Scott and wife by this union have three children—Sarah
NeUy, J o h n Gustave and Bessie Margaretta ; they resided on the old home farm till
the spring of 1880, when they located on the farm where they now reside ; the
Scott family were early settlers, clearing up a large farm right from the dense
forests, and, by7 their own labor and industry, became possessed of a fine cultivated
farm and a pleasant home ; have a good competency, and present another example
of prosperity, arising from energy and close application to business.
WILLIA3I SCOTT, farmer ; P. 0 . Alcony ; born in Pennsylvania Jan. 18,
1822; is a son of WilUam and Sarah (Kinney) Scott, who were also born in Pennsylvania ; the ancestry being from Scotland.
The parents, William and Sarah,
came to this county about 1865, and located in this township, remaining here one
year, then removed to Troy, where he has resided to the present time, living a
retired life, he being in his 85th year ; his wife died in 1876 ; they were parents of
nine children, of whom five are now living, viz., William, 3Iary E., James, Sarah
J a n e and Margaret Elizabeth (twins). Our subject remained with his parents till
28 years of age, when he was united in marriage with 3Iary, daughter of Henry
and Jane Krimer, natives of Pennsylvania ; they had four children, of whom two
are now living, viz., Henry and Sharon Kinney ; his wife died 3Iay 29, 1857. On
3Iarch 5, 1863, was celebrated his marriage with Sarah L., daughter of Zenas and
Elizabeth Hart, who were born in New Jersey, removing to this county about
1815, and locating in this township, opening out in the forests a home and farm,
and enduring all the hardships of those early settlers ; but he lived to accomplish
his work ; obtained a fine farm with good buildings, and all conveniences necessary
for comfort; there he was permitted to enjoy7 only a few years, dying Nov. 15,
1844, and his wife April 10, 1849 ; they were parents of seven children, of whom
five are living—3Iary7, Levi, William H. Harrison, Sarah L. and John.
3Ir. Scott
first located in this county, where he has since lived, following farming most of the
time ; he has a pleasant home and residence, with 50 acres of land all in cultivation ; here they have resided nine years ; they have two other pieces of land of 40
and 50 acres respectively ; Mr Scott has held several offices—was Supervisor
several terms, Township Trustee one term, and Postmaster for six years.
J O H N K. SHEETS, farmer; P. O. Troy ; born on the farm where he now
lives Sept. 27, 1833 ; is a son of Isaac S. and Nancy Sheets ; our subject lived
with his father till his maniage, which was celebrated J u n e 4, 1861, when he was
united with 3Iiss Ann Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob and Sybil Null, natives of
Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio when Ann E. was an infant; twelve children were
b o m to them, of whom eleven are now living, viz., J o h n 31., Ann E., Frances (now
Mrs. Leonard), Jesse, Margaret (now Mrs. Starr), Etta (now 31rs. Smith), Andrew,
Alice (now Mrs. Johnson), Leonora (now Mrs. Hooper), Capitola and Grant; 3Ir.
Sheets after his marriage located on the old home place, by Sheets' Mill, and ran
the mUl two years ; then went to Indiana and lived nine months ; returned to the
south part of the old home farm and lived till 1879, finally settling on his present
place of residence. 3Ir. Sheets and wife have two children— -3Iary J a n e and Isaac
S.; their farm is composed of 320 acres of excellent land, mostly7 in cultivation,
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constituting two fine farms, with good buildings ; they7 also have another good farm
of 154 acres, in Staunton Township; he also, in connection with his brother
George, owns the grist-mill at the home place, which was built by their father
nearly half a century ago, and has always done an extensive business, being one of
the best mills in this section of the country.
ELIZABETH SHEETS, farmer: P. 0. Casstown; born in 3Iiami Co. Feb. 7,
1826; is a daughter of Isaac S. and Nancy (Knoop) Sheets; he was bora in
PennsyIvania, and she in Staunton Township. The grandparents were natives of
Pennsylvania. The grandfather Sheets removed to Tennessee when Isaac was a
child ; went to 3Iiami Co., in fall of 1812, and located on the farm now owned by
Joseph Studebaker. where he lived till about 1832, when he removed to Clark Co.,
where he died. 3Ir. Isaac Sheets, after his marriage, lived with his father about
two years, then located on what has been known as the ;: Sheets place," where he
resided during the remainder of his life. He cleared up all the farm but about 10
acres, upon which were small log buildings. Soon after locating here, he built a
saw-mill, and in 1832 erected a grist-mill, where they commenced grinding about
the 4th of July, 1834. 3Ir. Sheets ancl wife were the parents of seven children, of
whom five are now living, viz.. Elizabeth. 3Iary, John K., Barbara Jane and
George 31. He lost his wife 3Iay 3. 1862 ; he died suddenly Sept. 24, 1876, from
disease of the heart, while at Philadelphia attending the Centennial, being nearly 78
years of age. 31 r. Sheets was a great worker with both mind and body, and
accomplished a vast amount of labor during his life, being a public-spirited man
and a leader in all public improvements. At his death he was the owner of over
500 acres of land, with good buildings upon all his farms. He was a very popular
man in the community, having served as County Commissioner for two terms.
At his death, the subject of this sketch came into possession of 120 acres of
land, on which she lives, surrounded by good buildings and improvements.
HENRY C. SHIDAKER, farmer ; > . 0. Troy, born in 3Iiami Co, on the
farm where he now resides, Feb. 20, 1825 ; is a son of A7alentine and Emily (Harter) Shidaker ; he was born in 3Iaryland ancl she in Kentucky. The grandfather,
Michael, was also a native of 3Iaryland, the ancestry originally coming from Germany. The grandfather, 3Iichael, removed from 3Iaryland to 3Iiami Co., in 1805,
and located in Elizabeth Township, entering Sec. 14, in the dense forest, with no
neighbors nearer than two to three miles, being as it were, an opening wedge in
the pioneer work in this section. He died after performing many years of hard
labor, and vvas succeeded by his son A7alentine, who continued the work of clearing up and making improvements until lie died, in 1846. He ancl wife Emily had
eight children, of whom seven are now living, viz., 3Iitchell, Catharine, Henry C,
Andrew, Jonathan, Sarah and Robert. Our subject always lived with his father
till his death, since which he has succeeded him in possession of the old home
farm. He was united in marriage. Oct. 8, 1847. with Elizabeth, daughter of Benjamin Edmunds, who came from Arirginia. They had three children, viz., Lucy
Alatilda, Laura E. and Clara F. He has a fine farm of 127 acres, of which 100
acres are in cultivation, with very fine buildings attached. This farm has now
been the residence of the Shidaker familv for seventv-five years.
ANTHONY SNYDER, farmer: P. 0. Troy : born in York Co., Penn., Aug.
12, 1818 ; is a son of Philip and Elizabeth Snyder. The ancestry came from Germany. The parents died in Pennsylvania, leaving nine children, of whom six are
now living, viz.. Johu. Abraham, Michael. Susan. 3Iary and George. Our subject
was 8 years of age when his mother died ; he was then bound out to Aaron G.
Blackford, with whom he lived till 16 years of age. then, until 30 years of age, he
worked by the month. 31 arch. 1848. he was united in marriage with Sarah,
daughter of John and Elizabeth Roller, natives of Pennsylvania, and were parents
of six children, viz.. Joseph, 3Iary, Barbara, Rebecca, George and Sarah. After
Mr. Snyder's marriage, he located in Center Co., Penn., till about 1864, when he
removed to 3Iiami Co.. and in the spring of 1880, settled on the Scott farm, where
he now resides. Thev have had three children, viz., Angeline, James and John
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R. James, the second child, married Jane Walders, daughter of Jacob AValders,
by which union they had two children, viz., Flora and Sabin. James also lives on
the Scott farm, assisting his father and brother in cultivating it. 31 r. Snyder and
wife belong to the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church, he having been a member for forty
years, and she for thirty years. Their two sons are also members ofthe same church.
ROBERT SPROUL, farmer ; P. O. Troy ; born on the farm where he now
resides Feb. 11, 1826; is a son of Robert and Isabella (Hayes) Sproul. who were
born in Ireland ; he came to America in 1800. and she in 1793 ; they first located
in South Carolina, but, about 1812, removed to 3Iiami Co. ; wliile here he was
drafted for the war and sent to Greenville, doing military duty two months, when
he returned home ; in 1813, he located upon the farm where his son Robert now
resides; he died June 14, 1858, his wife April 2. 1868; they were parents of
twelve children, of whom eight are still living, viz., Sallie Hayes, Nancy, Thomas,
James, Isabella, Jane, 3Iaria 3Iatilda and Robert; when Air. Sproul took this
place he entered it from the Government, commenced in the woods, and spent his
life in making a farm and home ; by industry and economy, he had, before he died,
a fine farm in cultivation, with good buildings and everything necessary for comfort and convenience. Our subject lived with his father till his death, and shared
in the hardships of clearing up half or more of the farm. Dec. 8. 1859. he was
united in mamage with 3Iartha, daughter of John Hannan. a native of Ireland ;
they have had two children, of whom one is living, viz.. Sarah Bell; his wife
died Oct. 23, 1863 ; on Aug. 25, 1870, he vvas married to Rebecca, daughter of
Robert and Jane AVilson, natives of Pennsylvania ; they had four children, three
living—Ann, Jane and Rebecca ; 3Ir. Sproul has always resided upon the home
farm, which has been in the possession of the Sproul family for sixty-seven years.
Mr. Sproul and wife are members of the Presbyterian Church.
LEVI STALEY, farmer; P. 0. Alcony ; born in Miami Co. 3Iarch 27,1840 ;
is a son of Elias and Hannah (Ritter) Staley, who were natives of 3Iaryland, the
ancestry supposed to have been from Switzerland ; the father removed from Maryland to Ohio in about 1802, and, in quite an early day, became a citizen of Rethel
Township, this county, where he lived and died ; they were parents of seven children, of whom four are now living, viz., Simon. Andrew, John and Levi. Mr.
Staley, our subject, lived with his father till after his majority; in 1867, he was
united in marriage with Ann Thompson, daughter of 3Iark and Rebecca Thompson, who were natives of New York State; they were parents of seven children,
of whom six are now living, viz., Eleanor (now Widow Davis). AA'illiam. Elmira
(now 31rs. Bare), Ann, Giles T. and 3Iinerva (now 3Irs. Cromer); 3Ir. Staley and
wife have one child—Newton Kiefer. 3Ir. Staley, after his marriage, located upon
the farm where he now resides ; he has 193 acres of land, of which 160 are in cultivation, with good improvements attached.
WILLIAM STEAVART, farmer ; P. 0. Casstown ; born in Pennsylvania April
3, 1822 ; is a son of James and 3Iary (Hayes) Stewart, natives cf Pennsylvania,
the ancestry being of Irish descent; James and 3Iary located in 3Iiami Co. in
1834; about one year after arriving here, James died from that dreaded disease,
cancer ; the mother died in 1875 ; they were parents of six children, of whora four
are now living, viz., William, David Hayes and Eleazar (now in Iowa) and Jane
(now Mrs. Maxwell); the children all being young when the father died, quite a
responsibility came upon the mother to keep together and raise her family, which
work she nobly performed until they all arrived at majority. In February, 1852,
our subject was united in marriage with 3Iiss Ann, daughter of Robert and Jane
Wilson, natives of Pennsylvania; they have five children, viz., James AA7, John
Hayres, William, Mary Jane (now 3Irs. A. Knoop) and Anna R. 3Ir. Stewart has
always remained on the old home farm ; after the children arrived at majority7, Mr.
Stewart, being the eldest of the family, bought out the other heirs and became sole
owner of the farm; he has 120 acres of good land, of which 100 acres are in cultivation, with fine buildings and improvements ; they are members of the Presbyterian Church.
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ISAAC S. STUDEBAKER, farmer ; P. 0. Casstown ; bom in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, March 23, 1822 ; is a son of Abraham and Elizabeth (Steele)
Studebaker, who were both born in Bedford Co, Penn. The grandfather Studebaker
was also born in Pennsylvania, but the great-grandfather came from Germany.
Abraham came to Bethel Township in 1812 ; bought land on credit to the. amount
of 8500, and worked hard to pay for it, but, becoming discouraged, he proposed to
give it up. but was told to keep it and pay for it when he could. By great economy and hard work, he finally paid for his land ; he was industrious, prospered,
and purchased more land, and before his death he owned 700 acres of land. On
his home place he had good improvements, and everything comfortable and pleasant around him. They were the parents of twelve children, of whom nine are now
living, viz.. John. Lydia. Samuel. Isaac S.. Abraham. Elizabeth, Rebecca and Phebe
(twins), and Joseph. He lost his wife, and was afterward married to Barbara
Weaver, by whom he had one child, now deceased. Isaac lived with his father
till about 26 years of age. On Jan. 25, 1848. he was married to Anna, daughter
of George and Catharine (Olinger) AVarner, who were born in Pennsylvania, coming
to Ohio in quite an early day ; they were the parents of three children, two are
now living, viz.. Anna and John 0. 3Ir. Studebaker and wife, by this marriage
have had ten children, of whom three are now living, viz, Anna, Priscilla and
Martha. After his marriage, 3Ir. Studebaker located upon the farm where he still
resides, moving into a log cabin erected in one day's time ; here they began their
journey of life, having about 40 acres cleared ; he has 480 acres of good land, of
which 340 acres are in cultivation, constituting two farms, with good build
ings on both ; the home place having a fine brick house, an excellent barn, and
all other buildings necessary for comfort and convenience. Such is again the
result of indefatigable labor and industrv, coupled with economy and good management, which will stand as a bright and lasting example for future generations.
Mr. Studebaker and wife are members of the German Baptist Church, with which
thev have been connected for twenty-seven years.
' ARTHUR A. A7ANDEVER' (deceased) ; he was born in AVarren Co,
Ohio. July 7. 1807, was a son of Arthur and Althea Vandever, natives of
New Jersey, who removed to Ohio in a very early day. They were the parents of
ten children, two now living, viz., Ann and Charles. 3Ir. A7andever lived with his
father till of age ; and on Aug. 17, 1828, was united in marriage with Eliza M,
daughter of Elisha and Isabel Shepherd ; they had nine children, of whom three are
now living, viz.. Eleanor, AVilliam and Arthur ; he lost his wife 3Iay 3, 1843 ; on 3Iay
20.1844, he married his second wife. Amanda Jane, daughter of Robert and Winnefred
Russell, natives of Kentucky, who located in Ohio at a very early day and were
the parents of ten children, of whom four are now living, viz, Hinson, PoUy,
Nancy and Amanda Jane. 31 r. A7andever and wife, by this union, had eight children, of whom seven are now living, viz, Robert Hinson, 3Iartha Jane, Harrison,
Tunis Laroy. Amanda Ann. Elizabeth and Firman. Air. A'andever first located in
A\rarren Co, where he lived about two years; then went to 3Iiami Co, and located
south of 3Iiami City, residing there several years; finally removing to the farm
where he died, 3Iarch 8. 1880. Mr. Vandever had always been an industrious,
energetic mau ; having cleared up a great portion of his farm, bringing it into good
cultivation and erecting fine and commodious buildings. He was quite successful
in accumulating property, and noted for his kindness and generosity ; such was
the character of Mr. \7andever. and his name, we trust, will be honored by future
generations.
CHARLES A7OORHlS, farmer: P. O. Alcony ; born in Richmond, Ind,
Jan. 3. 1826 ; is a son of Daniel P. and Ann (A7andever) A7oorhis ; he was bom
in Kentucky and she in New Jersey ; Daniel P. and wife were parents of three
children, viz.. Lydia, Sarah A. (deceased) and Charles ; Daniel came to MiamrCo.
and located here in the faU of 1830, where he died April 12, 1855 ; his widow is
still living, and in her 81st year. The subject of our sketch remained with his
father till his death. On Oct. 16, 1855, he was united in marriage with Melinda,
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daughter of Howard and Nancy (Stafford) Mitchell, he being a native of Virgima
and she of Ohio ; by this union they had two children, one only now living, viz,
Sarah Luella, now 3Irs. J . 0 . Leffel; Mr. A7oorhis, soon after his marriage, located
upon the farm where he now resides ; he lost his wife 3Iay 15, 1874, and on May
2, 1876, he was united in marriage with 31rs. Amy. Fenner, born March 23, 1847,
in Troy, a daughter of J o h n and Amy Irwin ; he was born in Pennsylvania and
she in New Jersey, and were quite early settlers of this county ; they were parents
of ten children, of whom seven are now living, viz, Ferdinand, Washington, John,
George, Amy, Mary and Henry ; 3Ir. Voorhis and wife have one child, viz, 3Iary
C ; they- have been residents on this farm twenty-four years ; he has 135 acres,
with a fine brick house and other essential buildings, he having erected the house
and made most of the improvements during his residence here. 31r. Voorhis has
held many offices, as Township Trustee, School Director, member of the Board of
Education, etc.
REV. TH03IAS S. WELLS, minister, Alconv ; born in Virginia in 1815 : is
a son of Silas and Elsie (Skinner) AVells : he being born in Virginia and she in
North Carolina, the grandfather being probably a native of Arirginia, and the ancestry coming from England. The grandfather, Samuel, with his family, removed from
Virginia to this county in October. 1817, locating in 3Ionroe Township, where lie
lived and died upon the farm that he first settled on ; he purchased a large tract of
land and located his children all near by him ; among them was his son Silas, with
his wife, Elsie, who resided in 3Ionroe Township the remainder of their lives ; they
were parents of eleven children, of whom nine are still living, viz, AVilliam, James,
Samuel, Robert, John, Jane (now 3Irs. 3IcCullough, of Sidney, Ohio), Sarali Isabella (now 3Irs. Angabright Levi, of Detroit), ancl Thomas S. Rev. AVells, our
subject, left home when about 15 years of age, came to Troy and served an apprenticeship at the tailoring business with Maj. Hart, where he remained some three
years, then entered a dry-goods establishment as a clerk for several years, but
resumed the tailoring business again in Preble Co.. Ohio. During the years
in which he was engaged in the tailoring business lie was procuring a library,
and reading theological and religious works preparatory to entering the ministry, having for some time felt himself called for that work. In the year of
1850, 3Ir. Wells extricated himself from all secular pursuits, located in Dayton,
and gave himself exclusively to the work of the ministry in tlie Christian Church.
He first supplied the church in Dayton, and also one on AVolf Creek, seven miles
west of Dayton, since which time he has filled the pulpits of several churches in
Shelby and Aliami Cos, living at the various points ancl places, which his field of
work seemed to demand. About three years ago, he located upon the farm where
he now resides, which makes him a very pleasant horae, and is near the center of
his ministerial work ; he is now especially engaged in a missionary work of supplying and building up the weak churches. Mr. AA7ells has performed a large amount
of labor for the building-up of the churches ; but his zeal in the work is unabated.
and he desires to continue earnestly in his 3Iaster's cause, believing that if he
holds out faithfully to the end. his works will be justified, and his rewards sure.
SA3IUEL R.~WOLLERTON, farmer; P. 0. Tippecanoe ; born in 31iami Co.
Nov. 22, 1836; is a son of Ishmael and J a n e H. (Ramsey) Wollerton ; he was
b o m in Pennsylvania and she in Ohio, the ancestry probably coming from AVales.
Ishmael, the father, removed from Pennsylvania to Aliami Co, somewhere about
1833, and on Alarch 1. 1836, was married to J a n e H. Ramsey, daughter of Samuel
and Ellen (Fletcher) Ramsey, who were the parents of two cnildren. of whom one
only is now living, viz, Samuel R. Mr. Wollerton was. when quite young, placed
with his grandfather Ramsey, where he lived till his death. On Dec. 24. 1863. he
was united in marriage with Sarah Ann 3Ic3Ianus, daughter of Benjamin and
Margaret Mc3Ianus, who were natives of Pennsylvania, and removed to 3Iiami Co.
in the spring of 1847. They were the parents of five children, of whom two are
now living, viz., Sarah Ann and 3Iargery, now 3Irs. Benton Snyder. They have
two children, viz.. Harry H. and Jennie R. 3Ir. AVoUerton, after his marriage,
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bought the Wesley Heywood farm, where he lived for eight years, but afterward
removed to the farm where he has since resided, consisting of 100 acres, mostly
under cultivation, with good buildings and improvements.
DAVID D. YOUNG, farmer; P. O. Tippecanoe ; bom in 3Iiami Co, Bethel
Township, June 22, 1826 : is a son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Shroyer) Young, who
were born in 3Iaryland, the ancestry7 originally being from Germany. Daniel aud
Elizabeth came to Ohio with their parents in a very early day, and located first in
3Iontgomery Co, afterward removing to this county, where the grandparents lived
and died, being among the early settlers of Aliami Co. Daniel and Elizabeth are
still living in Bethel Township. They are the parents of six children, of whom
five are now living, viz,David D.; Louisa, now 3Irs. Rudy ; Susanna; 31ary Catharine, now 3Irs. H. Hawver, and Benjamin F. David, our subject, lived with his
parents till 30 years of age. On Sept. 31, 1856, he was united in marriage with
Henrietta E. De Long, daughter of George and Elizabeth De Long ; he was born
in A'irginia and she in Pennsylvania. They were the parents of fourteen children,
of whom eight are now living, viz.. AA7illiam ; Christine, now Widow Thayer, living
in Indiana; Ellen, now Airs. Surface ; Sarah, now 3Irs. Fitch ; Eliza, now Mrs.
Ross ; Henrietta E , Edward and Jefferson. Mr. Young and wife have had four
children, of whom three are now living, viz.. Sarah E , George D. and Ada A.
After his marriage, he located in Bethel Township, on 35 acres of land which he
bought, removed to the farm of his mother-in-law. where he lived six years, then
went to Tippecanoe in the grocery business for four years, and finally settled
on the farm where he now resides. Here he has 205 acres of good land, of which
154 acres are in cultivation. 3Ir. Young and wife are members of the Lutheran
Church, having been such for twenty and thirty years respectively, and have had
the pleasure of seeing their children become members of the same church.
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A3IOS ABLEY, manufacturer and dealer in boots and shoes, Piqua. Mr
Abley was born in Pennsylvania in 1837, and came with his parents, Philip W.
and Margaret Abley, to 3Iiami Co. in 1844 ; his parents settled in Piqua, and his
father still resides here. The subject of this sketch commenced working at his
trade as an apprentice when quite young, and has always followed that occupation; he first began business for himself in 1860. and has continued it successfully ever since ; his shop and salesroom is located on 3Iain street, south of 3Iarket
space, where, in addition to his custom work, he keeps a good assortment of i; ready
made," and is doing a very creditable business. 3Ir. Abley is not only one of the
substantial business men of Piqua, but is also one of its enterprising, public spirited citizens ; he has been a member of the Council for the past three years, and
has also held the office of Treasurer of the Fire Department for a number of years.
In religion, he is a Catholic ; in politics, a Democrat. He married, in 1860, Miss
Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Himken, formerly of Cincinnati, but at that time a
resident of Piqua; and, after her decease, in 1877. he was united in marriage with
Miss Veronica Becker.
C. W. BENNETT, Superintendent of Public School, Piqua. 3Ir. Bennett is a
native of Miami Co, having been born in Washington Township in 1840 ; he is a
son of E. Bennett, who is an old resident of Washington Township. The subject
of this sketch was raised* on the farm, taught two terms of district school, after
which he entered the Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, graduating in 1866 ;
was elected to the chair of mathematics in 3Ioore's Hill College, in Indiana, which
position he held eight years; in 1874, he took charge of the Piqua schools,
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which position, as others, he has filled with credit to himself and benefit to the
schools ; the magnitude of his work may be judged from the fact that he has over
a thousand pupils, with twenty-five teachers, under his supervision. He was married in 1868, to 3Iiss Louisa Timmons, a graduate of, ancl, at the time of her marriage, a teacher of music in, the Ohio Wesleyan Female College.
PHILOMEN BROTHERTON, groce/; Piqua; was born in New York
in 1815, and when but a child was taken by his parents on an emigration trip
to Bartholomew Co, Ind, where he procured his education in the common school.
About 1825, his parents removed to Hamilton Co, Ohio ; four years later they
located in Miami Co, where the parents both passed away at the age of 93^- years each ;
Philomen is the eldest of thirteen children ; in 1835 he engaged in the manufacture
of brick, which he followed several y-ears ; ten years since he located on Park avenue, opening out a grocery ; here he has since been favorably known. Aug. 30,
1842, he married Nancy Morton, born in Pennsylvania in 1810 ; the issue of this
union was three children—Albert 31, born Oct. 16. 1844 ; Franklin P.. Oct. 16.
1852, and one that died in infancy.
HIRA3I BROOKS, livery; Piqua. 3Ir. Brooks is a native of AVestern
New York ; came to 3Iiami Co. in 1837. and located in Piqua in 1840 : in 1846. he
bought out his brother James, w-ho was engaged in the livery business here, and
has successfully conducted the business ever since, having remained in the same
locality, built his present commodious buildings ancl gradually increased his stock
and conveniences to the present very creditable standing; he is one of the few livery
men who have stuck to one place, and is now in very comfortable circumstances :
his residence, on the corner of Wayne and Water streets, is a handsome property.
He married, in 1843, 3Iiss Catherine A , daughterof AVilliam Atkinson : they have
six cliildren—four sons ancl two daughters—T. D, a physician at Conroy; W. C.,
a livery man at Van AVert; James E , a telegraph operator, now at Cambridge City,
Ind.; Geo. A , a member ofthe bar at Piqua ; Hattie A., now Airs. Nate C. Perrv.
of Troy, and Nettie E.
BENJA3IIN F. BROAVN, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua ; vvas the son of James and
Martha (Summers) Brown, who were born in Virginia, vvho. in the early settlement of Kentucky by Daniel Boone, were with their parents among the second lot
of emigrants who went with Daniel Boone and settled in Kentucky ; here the grandparents lived and died, except the grandmother on his mothers side, who came to
this county before she died; 3Ir. Brown's father, James, when 16 yearsofage, was
put into the LTnited States service : in 1783, with a squad of troops, among whom was
Daniel Boone, he came across the Ohio River, at what is now 3Iaysville, and northward through the Northwest, as it was then called, to drive back the indians,
who were at that time very troublesome ; they went up as far as where AArest Liberty is now located and destioyed an Indian village there and then returned. At
this time there was not a white settler in the Northwest Territory, north of the
Ohio river; James Brown remained in Kentucky until 1805, when he came and
located in this county, on the very piece of land upon which his son Berrynow lives ; it was then an unbroken wilderness west of the 3Iiami River, and they
had to cut out their road through from Staunton, a distance of seven miles, which
took them two days ; here they commenced to make an opening, built a log cabin,
with split-puncheon floors, doors etc, split out of timber; everything was of the
roughest and executed in haste, as the winter was just upon them ; getting it inclosed, they moved into it near the last of November ; cold weather set in before
all was completed, but they made out to live through the winter, which was extremely cold and severe ; they were much troubled by the wolves, which carried
away their pigs, devoured them, and, often during the day time, would drive in
their cattle; they, however, were possessed of one advantage, being able to procure a plenty of wild game for meat; such was their beginning, but they labored
on from year to year, clearing up and making improvements, as time and means would
permit; in the mean time Mr. Brown was giving all aid and support to the earlyeducation ofthe rising generation, being earnestly devoted to. schools and the
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moral and religious training of his children ; in 1817, he had made such progress
that he built a brick house, which stiU stands as a part of Mi. Brown's present
residence, and is in remarkably good condition ; he lived tiU the 29th of December, 1846, when he passed away from a life of remarkable activity, of labors and
hardships, to one of rest and rewards ; 3Ir Brown, being the youngest child of
his father, remained with him till his death. He was united in marriage with
Mary Hilliard, daughter of Joseph and Sarah Hilliard, early settlers of this county,
Feb. 13, 1840 ; they have had born to them four children, viz, Joseph H., who was
in the naval service under Admiral Porter, and died while up the Red River, with
typhoid fever, 3Iay 8, 1864 ; Thomas, who is married and lives on the home farm;
Nannie J , who is 3Irs. Hamilton, living in Newton Township ; and Clara, who is
living at home. 3Ir. Brown, at the deatii of his parents, bought out the interests of
the other heirs, now having 230 acres of good land, with fine buildings for himself and a comfortable new house which he built for his son, who lives on the farm ;
Mr. Brown has also a farm of 100 acres in Newton Township, purchased by the
proceeds of his own labor and industry ; as far as this world's goods can supply
the wants of life. 3Ir. Brown is amply provided, and has everything needed for
comfort and convenience. 3Ir. Brown was politically a AA7hig and latterly a staunch
Republican ; he has been a very prominent man in public affairs of this township
and county, having been County Commissioner twelve years, during which time about
200 miles of turnpike roads were built and others converted into free turnpikes,
he having the principal management of the business ; he has also been Township
Trustee for nine years ; duiing this official career, 3Ir. Brown has located, caused
to be located, or superintended the construction of. more public ditches and drainage than perhaps any other man in the county ; he has also had a large amount of
business to do in the way of settling up estates of deceased persons ; in fact, the
whole life of 3Ir. Brown has been one of continued activity ; he has had the entire
trust ancl confidence of the people, his one great leading principle in his official
capacity being to deal honestly and justly by all. without regard to their political
faith or other circumstances ; he is now nearly three score years and ten, and has
been so largely in public official life, that he has many times, to some extent,
neglected his own business affairs. 3Ir. Brown now feels justified in refusing aU
public offices, and will devote the remnant of his life to his own interests, but wiU
probably always be an active man, as he is one, who, from his nature and education, can never be a drone, or idle, in any acceptation of the term ; we feel, in placing this record of so active and useful a life upon the pages of this histoiy, that it
will stand as a monument and a bright example to all future generations.
J. 31. BROAVN, tanner and dealer in hides and leather ; Piqua. 3Ir. Brown
is a native of Piqua, having been born, in 1835, one door east of where his leather
store now stands ; was brought up in Piqua and learned his trade here, and farmed
several years in this vicinity ; in 1871, he purchased the tannery on River street,
which he has since conducted: his salesroom is on High street, north side of
Market space. 3Ir. Brown married, in 1869, Sarah J , daughter of 31 athew Johnston, also a resident of AA'ashington Township.
HENRY C. BROAA'N. farmer; P. O. Piqua: bora in Piqua, Sept. 26, 1844, is
a son of Johu and Alary (Knox) Brown; he was bom in Kentucky Oct. 23, 1794,
and she iu Tennessee, July 8, 1809 ; was his second wife; his first wife was Turzah
Brandon, daughter of Abel and Jane Brandon, who were natives of North Carolina,
and came to Ohio in the days of the pioneers; by this union they had seven children, viz., Elizabeth, born April 19, 1821; Nelson, born Sept. 22, 1824; WiUiam
Armstrong, born Feb. 12, 1827 ; 3Iartha Jane, born Jan. 6. 1829; James EUison,
born Jan. 24, 1831: Sarah Ann, born July 30, 1833, and John 3Iadison, born Dec.
17,1835. being all deceased except the youngest—John 3Iadison. He lost his wife
by death Nov. 12, 1837, and Jan. 3 1839, was united to 3Iary Knox, daughter of
WiUiam and 31argaret Knox, who were born in North Carolina and emigrated to
Tennessee in a very early day; from Tennessee came to Ohio, where they lived
and died; by this union they had four children, viz., James Harvey, bom Jan. 7 r
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1840 (now deceased); Mary Turzah, born Sept. 2,1842 ; Henry C. aud Miles Knox,
bora Nov. 9, 1846. John Brown, the father, was brought up on the farm now
owned by B. F. Brown, whose sketch and history appear in this work; after his
first marriage, he located in Piqua, where he followed the hatter's trade, continuing
at this business until his death, which occurred Sept. 15, 1846. Mr. Brown, the
subject of this sketch, was only about two years of age at his father's death; the
mother, Mary, remained in Piqua and raised her family; in 1866, she bought the
farm upon which they now reside, and moved upon it the same year; they have a
fine farm of 220 acres, with a good brick house, a very large barn and other buildings, constituting a pleasant and beautiful home.
W. W. V. BUCHANAN, 3Iagistrate, Piqua. 3Ir. Buchanan is one of the
present old residents of Miami Co. ; he was born in 3Iontgomery Co, Sept. 15,
1826, and in the following year his parents removed to a farm in Newberry Township, this county7, where the son grew to manhood ; he received the benefit of the
district schools in his earlier boyhood, and. later, attended the Lebanon Normal,
and taught seven years ; he came to Piqua in 1849 ; was a teacher in the Piqua
schools until 1872; then engaged in the insurance business. In 1875 he was
elected 3Iayor, which office he filled one term, at the same time being Magistrate
of Washington Township, which latter office he is still filling. He was married,
in 1849, to Miss Phoebe, daughter of Andrew Dye ; they have five children living,
of whom A. C. is the eldest; hewas born Oct. 9,1850, and grew up here in Piqua ;
is a graduate of the high school, and also of the Lebanon Normal; was a teacher
for three years in the grammar school at Troy; he also studied law and was
admitted to the bar in 1877, and is now an honored member of his profession in
this city. In his school days, 3Ir. Buchanan studied engineering, with a view of
surveying, and has practiced the latter more or less since. He married, in 1874,
Miss Anna Belle, daughter of David Shoemaker, deceased ; she is also a graduate
of the high school; Mr. Buchanan comes of pioneer stock, who were animatetd
with enthusiastic patriotism, as will be seen by the different sketches of his family
connections, which appear in this work. W. AV. Y. is a member and Secretary of
the Upper Miami Valley Pioneer Association, a plain, pleasant, sensible man and
respected citizen.
HARRIET V. CALDWELL ; P. 0. and residence, Piqua. Harriet V. Caldwell, a native of Kentucky, bora near Lexington, in 1802, is the daughter of
Caleb Kemper; her parents removed to Walnut Hills, near Cincinnati, while she
was yet a child ; her father was a teacher in the schools of Cincinnati for a number of years, and her grandfather Kemper was the first Presbyterian minister who
preached in Cincinnati, She was married to 3Iatthew Caldwell Nov7. 7, 1823, and
soon after they started for their new home, then in the woods, now Piqua. They
first set up housekeeping on what is now the northeast corner of Ash and Caldwell
streets, where they lived upward of twenty years, then removed to the opposite
comer south, where the widow still resides, his decease having occurred April 26,
1864. Mr. Caldwell was the son of Matthew Caldwell, Sr, who was among the
first purchasers of land in this vicinity. 31 atthew, Jr., was a farmer, and continued to farm until his lands were needed for town lots ; then platted his farm, and
sold it out in lots; the regularity of his plat, rectangular streets, general
appearance and convenience of access, shows more wisdom and forethought than
was exercised by7 some who made additions to the town. The present high school
building occupies a portion of the old farm, and Mrs. Caldwell now buys groceries where her husband cleared the ground and cultivated crops in her younger
days ; she has lived to see the hand-cards and spinning-wheels superseded by
carding and fulling-mills, and these, in turn, by the modern woolen factories.
When she came to Piqua, in 1823, they traveled in wagons over what would now
be considered impassable roads; about 1840, she made a visit to her parents, near
Cincinnati, going on the " canal packet," a great improvement over the wagon and
stagecoach of former years ; when, in 1857, the D. & M. R. R. being completed,
she was able to leave home at 6 A. M., and place a jug of fresh cream on her
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mother's dinner table, on Walnut Hills, she felt that the climax was reached, and
all were delighted. 3Irs. C. is now an old lady, and, while she takes pleasure in
recounting the olden times, is grateful for the privileges and improvements with
which modern days are blessed; she has been a quiet, unassuming but useful
Christian woman and mother, raising a family of four children, three of whom are
living—Ann Elizabeth, now 3Irs. James Cox, of Redwing, 3Iinn.; Jennie, now
Mrs. Thomas Gray, resident of Piqua, and James K, a substantial farmer of
AVasqington Township.
JOHN T. CATHCART, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua; was born in Maryland, in 1821,
and. when but 6 months of age, his parents emigrated West, locating in Alontgomery Co, Ohio ; there the father, Tliomas 31, purchased a small farm, which he cultivated until about 1830, at which time he removed to Jackson Township, Shelby
Co, purchasing a large farm'; this he took from its wild state to a good degree of
cultivation ; this farm received his attention and supervision until his death,
which occurred in 1842, the mother, Elizabeth (3IcCandles) Cathcart preceding
him seven years. After the death of his father, our subject was left on the tide of
time to battle for himself, which he did by engaging as farm laborer ; in a few
years he became the possessor of a team, and commenced farming for himself in
3Iontgomery Co, Ohio; in 1845, he located in AVashington Township, 3Iiami Co. ;
since, a few changes have been made, but for the past twenty-three years he has
resided on his present farm of 75 acres, now in the Second AVard of the incorporated
city of Piqua. Four years ago he was elected as Township Trustee, which office
he now holds. In 1844. he married Caroline, daughter of Joseph and 3Iary E.
Johnson; Caroline was born in Alontgomery Co, Ohio, in 1826; their children
are seven in number, viz, 3Inry, deceased; James 31, Louisa C, 31artha, deceased ;
John F , 3Iabel and Joseph E.
J. 31. CHEEA7ER, retired merchant, Piqua ; born July 19,1788. in Boston, Alass.;
was a son of Joseph 31. and Eliza (Stewart) Cheever ; his father was a sea-captain most
of his life, and his mother's father also ; what is quite remarkable in the history of
his ancestors, is that, on his father's and mother's sides combined, there were seventeen sea-captains. When 3Ir. Cheever was 13 years of age, he was apprenticed by
his step-father to Thomas G. Thornton, of Saco, 3Iaine, one of the largest merchants
of that day, a man of great political and financial power, being a member of the
Legislature, President of insurance companies, and holding other important positions ; notwithstanding his greatness and the high positions held, he was a very
haughty, bad man. Mr. Cheever only remained with him about two or three
years, returning to Boston, where he learned the baker's trade ; this he did without
his parents' knowledge, meeting their disapproval; he worked at this business some
three years, then started westward to seek his fortune ; with two other men made
the journey to Pittsburgh, a distance of 1,200 miles, on foot; at Pittsburgh he went
into the grocery trade, which he followed about three years, meeting with great
success; bought property, built several houses and made other speculations. This
was done during the war under an inflated condition of business, but as the war
closed, property shrunk in value, and 3Ir. Cheever was brought financially into
close quarters ; he sold off his property, settled up all his business and had about
$150 left; he bought a small boat, started down the Ohio River all alone, and. on
a dark night, in which he could see neither tree nor bank, guided his boat by sound,
arriving in due time at Cincinnati safely ; here he entered into the auction business, which he followed for a time, then the grocery trade, then in the river trade
with New Orleans for some two or three years, then in the pork trade at Cincinnati, in all of which he made considerable money and also lost some. In 1822,
he located at Piqua ancl entered into the mercantile trade. This was when Piqua
was in its infancy, there being only a few inhabitants and one old tavern stand.
Here 3Ir. Cheever's energy and business qualities found scope for full play ; he
dealt heavily in grain, buying thousands of bushels of corn at 10 cents per bushel,
and wheat at 31 cents, also dealt largely7 in pork, in fact, buying and shipping
everything which usually comes in the routine of a trade in a new country, and at

582

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

the same time buying and selling a great deal of property, building houses and
working for the general improvement of the town. His life has been one of
remarkable activity, passing through many hardships and even hair-breadth
escapes with his life from accidents, from war and from contact in those early
days with the Indians of the country. Being a man with an iron will, knowing
no danger, his vast energy, with industrious habits, has carried him safely through
all. He was united in marriage, Feb. 12,1818, with Helen Harp, and is the father
of eleven children, of whom three are now living. He is an active member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, his membership extending over the vast period of
sixty-two years, forty-five years of which he was a Trustee of the church ; he was
one of the prime movers in organizing the church here in about 1823, which had
quite a struggle for raising the means for building and other interests of the church.
Mr. Cheevefs indomitable energy and powerful influence, coupled with his own
means, which were freely given, overcame all obstacles, and now he has the consolation of beholding one of the largest and best-finished churches in the city, a good
parsonage, separate building for classrooms and not a dollar of indebtedness
remaining against it; the church now has a membership of 400. 3Ir. Cheevefs
unconquerable energy has carried him over all the dangers and obstacles of
business life, enabling him to accumulate plenty of this world's goods ; that energy
has been coupled with a Christian character, and has, with his money, been freely
used for the upbuilding of Christianity. Mr. Cheever is now about 92 years of
age.
HARVEY CLARKE, Piqua. Among the business men of Piqua, 3Ir. Clarke
deserves mention. Heis a native of New Jersey, born in Essex Co. in 1823 ; came
to Piqua in 1845, and has been identified with the business interests of Piqua ever
since. He was for fifteen years a member ofthe firm of Clarke & Zollinger, grocers ;
then became a member of the firm of Rouser, Evans & Clarke, founders and
machinists, in which he continued until 1873, when he sold his interest and became
interested in one of the valuable stone-quarries south of town, which he still continues, and is also a stockholder and Director of the " Piqua Straw Board and Paper
Company," lately organized ; he is now superintending the construction of their extensive buildings, and when the works are completed will take an active part in the business management. His residence is a neat, commodious brick structure, located
near the northern terminus of Main street. He married, in 1849, Mary J , daughter
of Henry Ketchen, whose biography also appears in this work. They have six children—3Irs. Joseph E. Mendenhall, Harry, James H , AVilliam B , Fanny and Allie.
A. G. CONOVER, deceased. 3Ir. Conover was one of the leading, enterprising spirits of Piqua. He was born in Dayton, Ohio, in 1819 ; early- in
life he came to Piqua and studied engineering; his first work as engineer was in
connection with the 3Iiami & Erie Canal, and after its completion he was more or
less engaged upon public works, the AVabash & Erie Canal, the now Panhandle
Line, Day-ton & Alichigan, and Greenville & Richmond Railways being among the
most important. In 1862, he was elected a member of the State Board of Public
Works, in which capacity- he served three years with ability and acceptance. As
a citizen of Piqua, he was the first Secretary of the" Gas Company, and afterward its
President; a stockholder and Director of the Piqua National Bank, and also of
the Northern Ohio Fair Association ; he was also intimately connected with the
hydraulic and water-works, and in fact every public improvement made during his
career here. " Conover's Opera House " will long remain a monument to his liberality
and enterprise. The following is an extract from an obituary, written by one who
knew him weU : " As a man of business, he had but few superiors, and as a valuable
thorough-going citizen, but few equals in this community. Mr. Conover began
life as a poor boy, and by energy, much hard work, and a life of frugality, acquired
a large property. He was a member of St. James' Episcopal Church, and for many
years a vestryman. He leaves a wife and one son." Mrs. 3Iary Conover is a
^daughter of John O'Ferrall, Sr., M. D., a native of Piqua, an estimable, cultured
th.d.f/ B e ^ ' ^ r i i - i g e w W i J : ^ . Conover was celebrated Jan. 10, 1861; their only
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child, Wilbur G, a promising young man, will this year finish the preparatory
course, and next year enter upon the regular course, at Kenyon College. ; '•'•'''"/
W. L. CRON ; P. 0. Piqua; Mr. Cron, a native of Miami Co, and son of^Jbhh
Cron, was born in Spring Creek Township in 1826, and remained on the farm' until
about 19 years of age, when he began his apprenticeship as "cabinet joiner;-' after
serving a full term he was engaged at cabinet-making, carpentering and farming
until 1862, when he entered the LTnited States army as 1st Lieutenant of Co. A, 110th
0. V. I., in which capacity he served until the spring of 1864, when he resigned,
returned to Piqua, and resumed farming onthe old homestead. In October 1868,
he joined fortunes with his cousin AV. L. Cron, who was then operating a smallfttfniture establishment here, having a horse-power with which he run a limited amount
of machinery; this, with a small stock of lumber and manufactured furniture, "witii
$1,300 cash, constituted their capital; from this humble beginning the business
has been developed, in spite of unfavorable circumstances, to its present vast proportions, during which AV. L. has been the salesman ; at first each made a hand i n
the shop and did their own work, now their pay-roll includes over 100 names,5ahd
the retail salesroom, where W. L. presides, presents a display of furniture which, ih
point of style, quality- and quantity, would do justice to a much larger city7, reflecting great credit upon the management; the firm now consists of L. C. & W.T_.
Cron and John Schneyer, the style of the firm being L. C. & W. L. Cron & Gb.f&s
the biography of each appears in this work, and their factory and business is' metitioned at length elsewhere, it need not be repeated here. Mr. Cron has been twiQe
married ; his first wife, a daughter of Jehiel Day, died in 1855. He was marrie-l
in 1857 to Aliss 3Iary F , daughter of Ebenezer Frost of Spring Creek Township:'1
CROZIER & SONS, carriage manufacturers, Piqua ; William R. was bora in
Pennsylvania in 1813 ; is the son of John and Sarah Crozier, who were emigrants
from Ireland at an early day. In 1815, his parents moved to Ohio, locating ih Ross'
Co., where they remained about nine or ten years, then moved to Auglaize Oo.,
where they remained only about two years, finally locating at Piqua. : Mr. Johh
Crozier was a self-educated man, and said to be one of the best penmen of tl_at
day ; he followed the occupation of teacher during the most of his life ;' after Locating at Piqua he was teacher there for several years, also taught various schools iii
the vicinity ; he purchased a farm about seven miles northwest of Piqua, where he
had a good home; in his later years, as he became too enfeebled by age for tlte
active duties of business life, he retired to his farm, passing the- remainder of hfe
life in peace and quiet, until the messenger of death called him'hence. Mr, Crbzier, the subject of our sketch, remained with his father till about 17 years of ag6,
when he went into the carriage manufacturing business, which he has1 folldrwed
continuously to the present time. In 1837, he was united-in marriage with Catharine Stattler, daughter of Christopher and Fanny (Winans) Startler, in whi6h
union they have been blessed with nine children, four of whom are now living, Adz,
James S.. Sylvester, Fanny S. and AVilliam G, the latter being now in partnershrb
with his father. 3Ir. Crozier is the oldest established carriage manufacturer how
residing in Piqua; he has been in the business, and in the same buildings, for
nearly a half-century ; his trade extends not only in his own county, but "through
adjoining counties, and even States ; the " winged messengers " come by7 mail from
various directions, sounding the praises of his excellent work; we feel warranted
in the assertion that the honorable dealings for so manyyears with his numerous
patrons, the constant and growing reputation of his work, will ever keep him in
the front rank in this line of business.
'*
T. L. DANIELS, deceased. 3Ir. Daniels was a iiative of Harhilton, Ohio^,
born Dec. 22, 1828; he came to Piqua ; when a young man, as the nrst telegraph
operator; he married, Jan. 11, 1863, Miss Catherine OTerrall, daughter of JtAji
O'Ferrall, Sr, 31. D , and became prominently identified with tlie business' of ^ '
being a member ofthe firm of O'Ferrall, Daniels._•& Co,a_so F. Gray1, <)'^iet
Co., and O'Ferrall & Daniels ; was a member of the Gify CotincilVitfc Ptesid&kt
many years, and, at the time o£ his decease; winch'oecurred' Mayl4/i87Sf
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City Treasurer. His widow and two children survive him ; one daughter, Miss
Mary H , and a son, John W.; the latter was married Oct. 31, 1879, to Miss 3Iella,
daughter of L. Leonard ; he is a member of the firm of Orr, Leonard & Daniels,
whose oil-mill, in point of stability of structure, excellence of machinery, and convenience of arrangement, is not excelled in the world. Mr. Daniels is a young man,
but his connection with the above firm proves his ability- and assures his success.
RACHEL DAVIS. Piqua. Rachel Davis is a native of this place ; her father,
James Johnson, a brother of Col. Johnson, was a native of Ireland ; married in Pennsylvania, June 7,1798, to 3Iary Adams, and came to Piqua in 1811. 3Irs. Davis, born
Dec. 7,1812, was married to Samuel Davis in 1841, who was born in Butler Co, Ohio.
Dec. 10,1810, and came to Miami Co. when a young man ; he was a contractor in the
construction of the canal from Piqua north, his section including the numerous locks
in the vicinity of Lockton, all of which was constructed under his supervision ; in
the war of the rebellion, while not able to take the field, his patriotism found
abundant expression in encouraging others, giving substantial aid to the friends
and dependents of soldiers, and 3Irs. Davis was prominent in the Ladies' Aid Society ; after his marriage, he engaged in the grocery business in Piqua, in which he
successfully continued until the time of his death, which occurred April 4, 1865.
Mr. Davis was a man of business, never sought public distinction, but was a liberal-hearted, respected citizen ; his residence, on the northwest corner of AVayne
and Green streets, now occupied by his widow, is a commodious, substantial building, comfortably and tastefully7 furnished, and surrounded by a pleasant yard. Mrs.
Davis is now one of the oldest present residents of Piqua, and very much
respected.
SAMUEL L. DAY, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua ; born in Hamilton Co, Ohio, Nov.
3, 1834 ; is a son of Jehiel aud Sarah B. (Lyon) Day ; his father was born in New
Jersey and his mother in Hamilton Co.; they- were the parents of nine children,
viz, Aaron, deceased; Annis, deceased ; Samuel L, 3Iargaret, deceased ; David H..
deceased ; Laura, Jehiel, deceased, and Cymthia A. ; Jehiel, the father, came into
Miami Co. in 1834 ancl located in Spring Creek Township, where lie lived until his
death, in December, 1867. 3Ir. Day was married, in 1855, to Susan Robinson,
daughter of J. J. and Nancy7 (Hamilton) Robinson, who were born in Pennsylvania ; by this union they have had six children, viz, William R, Louisa Bell, James
Edward, Jehiel, Anna Hamilton and John Andrew. Jehiel. the father, was born
in 1803 ; Sarah B , the mother, in 1807 ; the grandfather, Jehiel, emigrated from
New Jersey to Ohio in the fall of 1812 ; his ancestors belonged to the old Scotch
Presbyterians, who fled from persecution in the old country and sought an asylum
in New Jersey ; when he came to Ohio, he located in Hamilton Co. ; he helped to
organize the church at Sharon, and was an active member till his death, which
occurred in 1832, of cholera; he was in the Revolutionary war, serving as 1st
Lieutenant, and, after the war, when pensions were granted, continued to receive
one up to the time of his death. Mr. Day, our subject, lived on the old home farm
in Spring Creek Township, till the fall of 1873. when he sold the farm and came
into Washington Township, purchasing the farm upon which he now resides ; he
owns here 93 acres of good land, with good buildings on it, having built the house
since he came to the place ; he has a beautiful home, with everything convenient
and comfortable. 3Ir. Day and wife are members of the Presbyterian Church,
their membership dating back for thirty years; he is also a very active worker in
the Sabbath school, and has been for many years.
G. VOLNEY DORSEY, physician, Piqua. Godwin A7olney Dorsey, physician and surgeon, and ex-State Treasurer, was born in Oxford, Butler Co, Ohio,
Nov. 17, 1812 ; his ancestors settled in Maryland more than two centuries ago,
and the name has ever since been prominently connected with matters of church,
State and national interest throughout the country ; he is the only son of James
Maxwell and Martha (3IcComas) Dorsey ; his father emigrated from Baltimore to
Cincinnati in 1809, and in the following year became a pioneer to Oxford ; he was
a Major in the war of 1812, was for many years Treasurer of the Board of Trust-
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ees of 3Iiami University, and superintended the erection of the college building.
Our subject was educated at 3Iiami University7, graduated from the 3Iedical College of Ohio in 1836, and at once located in Piqua, where, with the exception ofa
few years spent in public office, he has since resided ; he ranks among the leading
physicians and surgeons of the State ; was for many years President of the Miami
County 3Iedical Society ; is a member of the Ohio State Medical Society, and was
Chairman of the Committee on Surgery in 1851 ; he is the author of various
important professional papers which have appeared in the medical journals of the
country. Originally a Jeffersonian Democrat, he was a member of the Committee
on Resolutions in the Democratic Convention in 1848, which drafted the celebrated
anti-slavery resolution of that year. and. still later, a Presidential Elector on the
Cass ticket; in 1849, he was elected from the strong AA7hig district, comprising the
counties of Aliami, Darke aucl Shelby, a Senatorial Delegate to the Constitutional
Convention of 1850-51 ; he introduced and carried through that body the present
self-regulating apportionment scheme, which has given satisfaction to all parties,
and has prevented the constantly-recurring scenes of partisan strife which had
previously obtained in a periodic re-apportionment of districts, with a view to
continue in power the party dominant at that time ; he drew up that clause of the
Constitution found in Sec. 7, Art. 13, regulating the investment of associations
with banking powers ; he was also a member of the Constitutional Convention of
1873 ; in the memorable Know Nothing contest of 1854, he was defeated for
Congress, as was every Congressional candidate of his party in the State; in 1856,
he was a delegate to the National Democratic Convention, in Cincinnati, and advocated 3Ir. Buchanan for President: was again nominated for Congress when Mr.
Buchanan was the standard-bearer of the Democratic party, and, although he
polled more votes in his district than did that gentleman, he sustained another
defeat; in 1857, he was the Democratic candidate for State Auditor, upon the
ticket with Hon. R. P. Ranney for Governor; in 1860. he supported Douglas for
President; from the opening of the late rebellion to its close, he was a bold,
uncompromising Union man. and wrote the celebrated " Statesman " letter, which
was copied by every paper in Ohio, advocating the formation of a Union party7,
and which, perhaps, did more than any other one thing in effecting its organization in this State: in 1861. he was elected State Treasurer by the largest majority
of any candidate on the Union ticket; re-elected in 1863. and resigned the office
in 1865 : in 1864, he was a Senatorial delegate to the Baltimore convention, that
nominated President Lincoln ; also, in 1863-64. was Chairman of the Republican
State Executive Committee ; in 1868, he was chosen by the Electoral College on
the Grant and Colfax ticket, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Gov. Todd ;
for twenty years, he was a member of the Board of Trustees of 3Iiami University ;
was the first President of the Piqua Hydraulic Company ; and is now President of
the Citizens" National Bank, of that city. Dr. Dorsey's ability in his profession,
in the field of politics, his educational and business enterprise, may be fairly estimated from this record : few. perhaps, have ever discharged the varied and responsible duties imposed upon them with greater energy or fidelity, or have so fully
merited the confidence and respect of tlieir fellow-citizens ; he is a gentleman of
superior scholarly attainments, and has long been known as one of the finest linguists in the country : his translations from Horace, from the Greek tragedies, and
from some of the Latin mediaeval hymns, which have been published in several of
the leading journals of the country, have been received with great favor. In July,
1836, he married the daughter of Hon. John 3IcCorkle. of Piqua. who. after having borne him eight children, three of whom are living, died in 1855. AValter
AlcCorkle Dorsey is Teller of the Citizens' National Bank. Piqua; 3Iargaret 31.
Dorsey married Robert B. 3Ioores. of Clark Co., Ohio, and 3Iary L. is the wife of
Dr. W. S. Parker, of Piqua. In Nov.. 1856, Dr. Dorsey mamed 31rs. L. P. 3Iorrow, daughter of D. Tuttle, Esq.. of Indianapolis.
JOHN ELDREDGE, veterinary surgeon. Piqua ; was born in Hamilton Co,
Ohio, March 16, 1816 ; his education was procured in the common schools in Shelby
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Co^^hio ; he was raised to farm labor and handling of stock ; in 1835, he commenced tjhe practice of his profession, which he had previously made a particular study ;
from, this on, he, by degrees, became prominently known among the stock-dealers of
Shelby and surrounding counties. In the fall of 1875, he located in De Graff,
I^ogan Co., Ohio ; not seeing proper to remain there, fourteen months later he
removed to Piqua, where he has been favorably known in Aliami Co, far and near.
In. 1,840, he married Alargaret A. Line ; several years after, she passed away, leaving; a husband and six children. He afterward married Elizabetii Proctor, of Logan
Go, Ohio; by this union they have had born to them six children.
. C H A R L E S S. ELLIOTT, farmer; P. 0. Piqua ; born in Piqua in 1825 ; is the
son of William and 3Iartha (Irvin) Elliott, who were born in Peny Co.. Penn. ; his
grandfather was Charles Elliott, who was also a native of Pennsylvania ; Mr.
Ejlliott's parents came to Ohio and located at Piqua in 1824, where they lived
about two years ; in the spring of 1826. they bought 87 acres of laud in Sec.
3^. Washington Township, and after a few years bought more land adjoining
on the south in Concord Township, making his farm contain 125 acres. When
hje.came upon the land there was a small portion cleared up, with log buildings upon i t ; he continued upon the place, clearing up and making improvements,
building a brick house and other buildings, until the year 1851, when his work
was ended, and he departed this life, his wife living till 1873, when she also passed
away ; they were parents of four children, two of whom are now living, viz, Charles
S.- and Franklin. Cliarles, the subject of our sketch, remained with his father till
his death, and then became owner of the home place, where he has remained to
the present time. Mr. Elliott was married in the spring of 1851. to Eliza 3Iitchell,
daughter of Thomas and Frances 3Iitchell; she lived only about two years, when
the merciless messenger, death, took her away. In the winter of 1856, he was
united in marriage with 3Iartha Karr, daughter of Robert and Sarah Karr, of
Butler Co, Ohio ; by this union they have one cliild—AVilliam F. 3Ir. Elliott has
added more land to his farm by purchase, from time to time ; has also sold off some,
but has always lived upon the same farm, and now owns 160 acres of good land
in the 3Iiami Valley ; he has resided on the place fifty-four years, over half a century ; brought it into a fine state of cultivation, built a large barn, and other buildings, with addition and improvements to the house, having every convenience to
make life comfortable and happy. Mr. and 3Irs. Elliott are members of the Presbyterian Church, of over thirty years' standing.
HENRY F. ERNEST, electric blasting operator ; P. 0. Piqua ; Air. Ernest, a
native of Germany, born in Hanover in 1845, came to the United States in 3Iarch,
1862, and soon after his arrival, enlisted in the United States service as drummer,
serving until the close of the war, being discharged in July, 1865, after which, he
went to San Francisco, and was engaged in the mines of the AVest, where he became
acquainted with the use of dynamite, nitro-glycerine, giant powder, etc, for blasting purposes ; he was employed with the force in blasting " Hell Gate," and after
that work was completed, returned to the West and operated in the Iron Alountains
of Missouri. In 1877, he came to Ohio, ancl was married, in Darke Co.. to Miss
Mattie Berry ; his mining experience not having enriched him any, he felt discouraged, determined to settle down, and accordingly went to work at his trade
(basket-making), but his ambition to achieve something in the use of explosives
caused him to spend a larger part of his time experimenting, and. after a long time,
he succeeded in getting an opportunity of showing his skill by sinking a shaft in
Newton Township. It was not until he became employed by the Piqua Straw
Board, and Paper Company, that he was enabled to demonstrate the utility of his
ideas, and show the superiority of his skill in making rock excavations. An
account of his work for the above company, will-be found in the chapter on Piqua.
Mr. Ernest has a batter}-, and is supplied with all the necessary materials for
making rock excavations ; he is thoroughly posted in his business ; is an industrious temperate and trustworthy man. Any one having rock excavations to make,
wiU save time and money by employing him. He can be seen or addressed at Piqua.
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EDMOND FARRINGTON, capitalist; among the prominent active business
men of Piqua, 3Ir. Farrington has been here the longest; he is a native of New
York State, and came to Piqua in 1838, and, in 1840, was married to Catherine
M, daugUter of Gen. Robert Young; 3Ir. Farrington was a prominent contractor
on the canal work ; he built the Aliami Aqueduct above Dayton before coming to
Piqua, and afterward completed several important contracts on the canal and
other public works ; in 1848, he engaged in business at Piqua, and the different
firms of which he has since been the financial principal, have been, and now are,
among the most important business interests of the place ; he has not only been
the leading capitalist of Piqua, but his operations have extended to other points,
being, in fact, the leading capitalist of this part of the valley as far north as Wapakoneta; he is now the senior member of the firm of Farrington & Slauson,
grain dealers, who own their own canalboats for transportation ; AA'ood, Farrington & Co, proprietors of Piqua Oil Aiill, and E. Farrington & Co, distillers; is
also interested in the grain business at other points : has loans in different counties in this part of the State : is, altogether, the largest operator in this part of the
31iami A7alley: the strongest capitalist in 31iami Co.. ancl is still active in business. His residence is a handsome property, located near the north end of Wayne
street. 3Irs. Partington's decease occurred in 1869; an elegant Scotch granite
monument in Forest Hill Cemetery marks her resting-place, and also that of their
only child.
D. 31. FLE3IING, editor Piqua Journal; is the son of Levi and Jane Flemmg,
ancl was born in Eden. Preble Co, on the 25th of 3Iarch, 1827. He received but
a limited education during his boyhood, leaving home at the age of 14, and starting for himself; he had already served two years in a paper office, beginning when
about 12 ; he was in various places, still following his trade as printer, until April,
1849, when he started the Piqua Enquirer, which was a Democratic paper, and continued to be so under his administration until July, 1860. In that year, immediately after the Baltimore Convention, he left the Democratic party on account of
the slavery question in regard to Kansas, and changed the name of his paper to
the Piqua Journal, which has ever since been a Republican organ. 3Ir. Lincoln
was the first Republican President he voted for, and he has voted for every Presidential candidate of that party since that time ; his paper at present has a good
circulation ; he has two job presses besides his main press, and they are run by
water motor. In July, 1865. 31 r. Fleming was appointed Assessor of the Fourth
Congressional District, but was removed in November, 1866. because of the political troubles of that year; he was re-appointed to the same office in August, 1868,
and held it until Februaiy. 1870, being the only person who has held that office
twice. 3Ir. Fleming was married on the 14th of August. 1853, to 3Iiss Tillie Housun, of Piqua, daughter of Joseph Housun, who was Postmaster for many years.
They have had six children, four of whom are living, viz.. Fannie H , Louise S..
Willie P. and Horace G. 3Irs. Fleming died on the 25th of 3Iay, 1880. She was
a member of the Episcopal Church, as is also 3Ir. Fleming.
HENRY FLESH, merchant and banker; P. 0. Piqua; was born in Bavaria,
Germany, in 1837, the son of a well-to-do country merchant, where he received
common-school and commercial education ; he emigrated to this country in 1852,
at the age of 15 years; soon after his arrival in this country he came AVest, and
took a situation as salesman in a clothing establishment in Dayton. Ohio, where
he remained for five years ; he removed to Troy, Ohio, occupying a similar situation until 1858. when he came to Piqua. aud entered the clothing establishment of
A. Friedlich as salesman and book-keeper, which position he held until the fall of
1862 ; in that year he married the eldest daughter of 3Ioses Friedlich, Esq., and soon
afterward commenced, with limited means, the clothing and merchant tailoring
business on his own account; this business he canied on, with uninterrupted success, up to 1878, when he sold out his merchant tailoring business, and confined
himself exclusively to the ready-made clothing and gent's furnishing goods business, at this time probably doing the largest business in that line in the county of
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Miami. In January, 1880, he was unanimously elected Cashier of the Citizen's
National Bank of Piqua, and at present occupies that position, devoting his time
exclusively, during banking hours, to that business, giving his morning and evening hours to the details of mercantile business. Socially, 3Ir. Flesh is held in high
esteem, and has held in his own city the most responsible positions of honor and
trust; he has been a member of the City Council for twelve years, and is now, and
has been for the past four years, the President of that body ; he is also President
of the Board of Trade, and the Border City Building and Loan Association of
Piqua, one of the most popular and prosperous institutions of that kind in the
State. Mr. F. is a Free 3Iason in high standing, having acted as 3Iaster of the
lodge for several years. 3Ir. F. is regarded by his neighbors as a self-made man,
always prominent in every public enterprise calculated to add to the prosperity
and improvement of his citv.
JOHN FRANZ, City Marshal, Piqua ; was born in Shelby Co, Ohio, in 1838 ;
when a boy, his parents moved to Auglaize Co, Ohio, where he grew/to the age of
17 on the farm ; at this time, he entered the trade of carriage-making, which he
completed in Dayton, Ohio, in 1859 ; he devoted a few years to journeyman's
work, and in 1863, located in Piqua, where he opened out a shop for himself; this
he conducted until 1866, when he was elected to his present office, which he lias
since held, except two intervening years, during which he served as Constable of
Piqua ; the offices held by him have been duly and honorably filled. 3Ir. Franz is
prominently- known as a reliable and successful detective. Upon June 17, 1860,
he married 3Iary Worst, a native of Auglaize Co, Ohio. Their children are John,
deceased ; Henry, deceased ; Emma, Clara, Elizabeth. Catherine, Gertrude, Flora
and Albena B.
MICHAEL FOX, grocer, Piqua ; born in County Clare. Ireland, in 1828,
and is a son of 3Iartin and Bridget (Flynn) Fox. They were both natives of Ireland, and in 1832, they emigrated to the AVestern Continent, locating in Jamestown,
N. Y, where both died. At the time above given, when his parents came to
America, Michael was left in his native country with his grandfather, until the age
of 12 years, when he, too, came to Jamestown ; he remained in New York until
1852, when he commenced to travel, engaging in various pursuits. He located in
Piqua in 1871, in his present business, on the southwest corner of Wayne and High
streets ; here he has received a liberal patronage, and the confidence of many of
the citizens of Piqua. In July, 1870. he married Johanna 31cGannon. They have
seven children, William. John. Alatthew, Alary E.. Anna B., Frances and Joseph 31.
3IOSES FRIEDLICH, clothier, Piqua ; Vas born in Germany, in 1812, where
he grew to the age of 20 years, and obtained a German education ; in his boyhood
days, he learned cotton weaving, which he followed until the summer of 1834. On
August 3 of the same year he landed in New York City, and soon after settled in
Bucks Co, Penn, where he engaged in general merchandising; this he continued until his removal to this city, engaging in the clothing trade: here he has
shown himself as a successful and reliable merchant. In connection with his present business, he has since, in Piqua, devoted afew years to merchant tailoring. He
has, for the past few years, been A7ice President of the Citizens' National Bank of
Piqua, which office he now fills. He has. since a resident here, by habits of industry-, economy, etc, financially progressed, and now owns a fine farm of 120 acres
in Washington Township, wliich receives his supervision. 3Ioses married in Pennsylvania, 1839, Emma Abel, of Prussian birth, who died July 8. 1863. The issue
of this union were four children, of whom three are now living, viz, Caroline, wife
of Henry Flesh ; Jacob 31, and 31atilda, now 3Irs. Lewis Stern, of Chicago, 111.
A. FRIEDLICH, merchant tailor and clothier, Piqua. 3Ir. Friedlich, an old
resident of Piqua, was born in Germany- in 1821, and came to the United States
when a young man ; was engaged in clerking, etc, several years, during which he
came to Cincinnati and clerked for 3Ioses Heidelbach, who is now a large merchant
of New York; in 1846, he came to Piqua and formed a partnership with Leopold
Block, now a popular magistrate of Cincinnati ; the firm of Friedlich & Block did

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP.

589

business about two years, after which a brother of Mr. Friedlich was associated
with him a few years, since which he has conducted business alone ; his old stand
was in the old National Hotel building ; in 1861, he purchased the lot on the northeast corner of the public square and built the large three-story brick which is a
part of the building known as the Commercial Block, the ground floor of which he
occupies as a salesroom, the second floor being used in part for his tailor shop, and
the balance for telegraph and other offices; the third floor is occupied by the
" Ancient Order of Druids ;" 3Ir. Friedlich is the oldest clothing merchant now
doing business in Piqua, and tells, with evident relish, of " the good old d a y s " when
Piqua was the important point between Dayton and Toledo, when settlers brought
their grain here from as far as the vicinity of Winchester, Ind.. and returaed with
their year's supply of goods and groceries ; 3Ir. Friedlich has been a successful
business man and a useful, substantial citizen ; he was, for many years, a member
of the school board ; he now has grown-up sons who attend to the details of his
business, while he looks on and enjoys seeing them favorably working into business under his advice ancl general supervision. He married, in 1849, 3Iiss Theresa
Schwab, of New York City ; they have ten children living, five sons and five
daughters.
J. FRANK GABRIEL. 31. D.. physician. Piqua. Dr. Gabriel is a native of
Ohio, born in 3Iuskingum Co. in 1825 ; received a literary and professional education at the seminary at Columbus : graduated from the Starling 3Iedical College
in 1851, afterward graduated from the University 3Iedical College of New York,
and spent two years in the hospitals of Europe, attending the lectures of eminent
specialists ; he came to Aliami Co. in 1851 and practiced several years, being
located at Lena. Brown Township ; after his return from Europe, he located in
Piqua in 1860, where he has practiced ever since, and is now one of the leading
practitioners of Piqua : his office is located on AVayne street, and is a part of his
fine residence, which is almost palatial in size and style, while the furnishings and
surroundings indicate culture and refined taste. He married, in 1861, Aliss Mary,
daughter of William R. and Margaret Kirk, whose biography also appears in this
work ; he was surgeon of the l l t h 0 . V. I. eighteen months during 1861 and 1862.
S. B. GARVEY. E S Q , Justice of the Peace and Notary Public, Piqua. 3Ir.
Garvey is another of the present old residents ancl natives of P i q u a ; he is a son
of John Garvey, who came to Piqua at the close of the war of 1812, having been
a soldier and served in this vicinity. He married Ann 3Iarshall: was a hatter by
trade and followed that business here a number of years ; he had a familv of
eleven children, only three of whom survive—S. B.. AAilliam 31. and a sister, now
a resident of New York State. The subject of this sketch vvas born in 1821, and
has been a resident of Piqua fifty-nine years ; he is emphatically a self-made man ;
began life for himself at 19. as a drayman ; afterward was a partner of 3Ir. Shipply,
and owned and operated a livery stable here several years; afterward was
elected 3Iarshal of Piqua and Constable of Washington Township, which office he
held for twenty years or more; he has been Mayor of Piqua eight years, and is
now Justice of the Peace and Notary Public, and a useful, respected citizen. He
married, in 1849. Elizabeth, daughter of
Aladdux ; they have never had any
children, but have raised four, and now have an adopted daughter, a young lady,
whom thev took when a child.
STEPHEN GENSLINGER. Secretary and Treasurer of the Spiker Wagon
Works Co, Piqua. Air. Genslinger, a native of Germany, born in 1831, came to the
United States in 1841, with his mother, who lived at Troy until her decease, which
occurred in 1856: his father's death occurred in Germany in 1831. Air. Genslinger
came to Piqua in 1846. and was employed first as a store boy, afterward became clerk,
and clerked for a time in Fort AA7ayne. I n d , then returned to Troy, where he married, in 1854, Caroline, daughter of William AlcNeely ; after his marriage, he
returned to Piqua and engaged in the manufacture of turned handles etc, in connection with his brother-in-law, David Ryan, in which he continued until 1860,
when he became traveling salesman for O'Farrall, Daniels & Co.; in 1867, he
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purchased an interest in the grocery firm of J. Zollinger & Co, and remained a member ofthat firm until 1877, when he sold out and became connected withR. P. Spiker & Co., carriage manufacturers ; when the new stock company, styled the Spiker Wagon Works Co, was organized, 3Ir. Genslinger was chosen Secretary aud
Treasurer. 3Ir. Genslinger has been a useful citizen ; has served the people of
Piqua as Councilman one term, is now serving the third year as Trustee of the City
Water Works, also the second term as Director of the County Infirmary, and is now,
and has been for the past sixteen years, Captain of the Fourth AVard Fire Company,
also Treasurer of the 3Iasonic Lodge since 1870. He is a member of the Episcopal
Church and one of its A'estrymen. Thus he has risen from a poor, fatherless boy to
a useful and respected citizen, and, what seems remarkable, when we consider the
numerous official positions he now fills, and has heretofore filled, he never attended
school a day in his life. He is the father of nine children—Charles H , Addie,
William H , Harry, Wallace, Nellie. Carrie, Kittie and Stephen J. His oldest son
is in business in New Orleans; the rest are members of the familv household.
3IRS. MARTHA GEYER belongs, by birth, to the Alanson family ; her grandfather and father were natives of Pennsylvania, and came to Miami Co. at a very
«arly day, settling in Brown Township, on Lost Creek ; in those days David Geyer,
the elder, had a Uirge double log house, and to this the settlers came when there
was any trouble with the Indians, using it as a block-house. The father of 3Irs.
•Geyer married in 1810, and the subject of this sketch was born in February, 1822 ;
her father died about a year after her birth, but her mother lived until 1854; they
were both Methodists. Airs. Gey7er was married in June, 1841, to Frederick Geyer,
and there were born to them two children—John C. and AVilliam Henry; Mr. and
Mrs. Geyer lived happily together until his death, which took place in September,
1875 ; since that time, Mrs. Geyer has been residing in Piqua.
WILLIAM 31. GILLESPIE, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua ; born in AVarren Co, Ohio,
Nov. 16, 1828, is the sonof William and 3Iary (3Iiskimmers) Gillespie. His father
was a native of Pennsylvania, born June 5, 1782, and his mother was born 3Iarch
5, 1798. The grandfather, George Gillespie, was born in Ireland, and came over
to this country at an early day, about the close of the Revolutionary war. William and 3Iary, the parents, were united in marriage Dec. 11, 1817, and had eleven
•children, viz, Jane, born Oct 5, 1818, and died Oct. 10, 1844 ; John, born Alarch
30, 1820, and died Aug. 17, 1849; David K, born Nov. 29, 1821 ; 3Iartha, bora
Dee. 24, 1823; 3Iary P.. born Jan. 6, 1827, and died Jan. 22, 1833 ; James, born
Nov. 13, 1830, and died Nov. 10, 1865 ; George A , born April 20, 1833, and died
Dec. 5, 1865 ; Hamilton S, born Oct. 13, 1835 ; 3Iinerva E , born Jan. 2,1838, and
died Sept. 13, 1849, and Margaret M, born Nov. 30, 1841. AVilliam, the father,
died, 3Iarch 5, 1862, ancl Mary, the mother, died Oct. 3, 1872. Air. Gillespie, the
father, came with his parents to Ohio about 1795 and located first near Cincinnati,
where they lived several years, thence to AVarren Co, where the parents lived and
died. William, the father, lived in Warren Co. till 1838. when he moved to
Shelby Co., where he lived and died ; was a soldier under Gen. Harrison in the war
of 1812, served through the campaign and was at the treaty of peace at Greenville,
under the auspices of Gens. AVayne and Harrison ; as a reward for special services
rendered, was presented with a land warrant for 160 acres of land. 3Ir. Gillespie,
the subject of our sketch, was united in marriage with Sallie E. Patterson, daughter
of James and Martha (3IcKnight) Patterson, Nov. 19, 1863; they have had born
to them six children—3Iartha Dell, born Jan. 27, 1865 ; James H , born Feb. 10,
1867, now deceased ; William L , bora July 6,1869 ; 3Iary 31, born Dec. 19,1871;
Maggie L , born July 16, 1874, also Allen* H., born April 5, 1880. Mr. Gillespie
lived with his father till his death, and has followed farming all his life, with the
exception of about four years, during which he was in the grain business at Pontiac, Shelby Co. He came to the farm where he now resides in 1871 ; he has
350 acres, of which about 250 acres are in cultivation. Mr. Gillespie is politically
a stanch Republican, and is a member of the United Presbyterian Church, of
some thirty vears' standing.
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FRANCIS GRAY, proprietor of Piqua Woolen Mills, Piqua. Mr. Gray, a
native of Pennsylvania, was born in 1821 ; in his youth, he received only a very
common-school education; in 1842, he embarked in the lumber business, rafting
down the river to Pittsburgh and Cincinnati, at the same time operating a store in
Pittsfield, in which he was quite successful; in the spring of 1850, a sudden and
violent flood carried off his logs and lumber and placed hira in embarrassing circumstances, making it necessary for him to make an assignment, which he did,
making one of his creditors his assignee. The assignee, instead of distributing
the proceeds, managed to get away with everything, leaving the other creditors to
hold an empty sack. After this misfortune, Mr. Gray placed his family on a raft
upon which he was employed, and, very much against his fathefs wish, went to
Covington, Ky, to start anew among strangers ; he landed at Covington in September, 1851. having about $150 ; through his acquaintance with the lumber trade
and luraber men, he soon succeeded in obtaining employment for the time being,
measuring lumber on the wharfs, and gradually worked into trading by selling
shingles, etc, for the raftsmen. The first money he made more than was necessary to keep up expenses, was by selling a 400,000-lot of shingles, for which he
received a commission of 50 cents per thousand ; this transaction was conducted
one morning before breakfast, and Mr. Gray has never forgotten his feelings that
morning when he sat down to the table with the $200 in his possession. This
small capital he kept turning in different trading transactions until he had accumulated about $1,000 in cash. In the meantime he had taken a regular commercial course at a mercantile college in Cincinnati; he then formed a partnership
with an acquaintance who possessed about the same amount of capital, and they
started a lumber-yard at Covington, having first received assurance from a large
river lumberman who was acquainted with 3Ir. Gray and his circumstances, that
they could have all the lumber they wanted on credit, which showed great confidence by him in Gray's ability and integrity, for the debts from the Pennsylvania
failure were, still hanging over him. The lumber business proved successful, and,
as soon as he began to feel the way open, he went East and arranged with his
creditors, giving his notes, with approved security, and receiving a liberal extension
of time for payment. In 1859, he was invited by a 3Ir. J. D. Patch to come to
Cynthiana, Ky., and take a half-interest in a flour-mill which he (Patch) was operating or trying to operate ; after investigation, 31r. Gray sold out his lumber
interests and went to Cynthiana; on account of having used a considerable
amount of money to pay debts, he had only about $2,000 to take to the new enterprise, and still owed about $2,000 on the old debts ; Air. Patch allowed him a halfinterest upon the payment of $1,000 cash and his individual notes forthe balance
of the $5,000, which was the price of the half-interest. Mr. Gray remained in
Cynthiana six years, during which time the old debts were all extinguished, the
half-interest in the mill paid, and a woolen-mill established, all of which he
sold in the spring of 1865. Although he had been robbed twice by raiding rebels,
he returned to Covington July, 1865, out of debt and having $3,000 capital; he
immediately leased a large building and fitted it up with the latest improved
machinery for the manufacture of all kinds of woolen goods; this he operated
there until 1869, when, on account of the difficulty of obtaining water in sufficient
quantities, he determined on removal, and accordingly visited the Aliami Valley,
and made arrangements to come to Piqua, Dr. O'FarreU and Tliomas L. Daniels
being associated with him in the enterprise here ; their business was quite successful until the depression of 1873, when it became impossible to manufacture
woolens without loss ; but here 31r. Gray was equal to the emergency ; having
previously- had his attention directed to the demand for a really good felt paper
mills, he succeeded in obtaining the rudiments for their manufacture from an old
Englishman who had worked at the business in England ; he met with unexpected
difficulties, his partner, Dr. O'FarreU, opposed the outlay necessary to perfect the
arrangement for the manufacturing of the felts as a useless expense which would
only result in disaster. So confident was Mr. Gray that, by the help of some
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friends East, he perfected the arrangements, bought out his partner, and although
the first year or two witnessed many failures, he succeeded in making felts which
are now successfully competing with the foreign manufacturer who formerly occupied the field, to the exclusion of all others ; he has associated with him now his
son William C. Gray and H. C. Nellis ; they are now, in addition to their trade
in blankets, flannels, yarns, etc, filling orders for felts from all parts of the United
States and Canada, and have even shipped some across the Atlantic. Their felt
cylinder jackets are pronounced by experienced paper-mill men to be the best in
the world, and this industry has become one of the most important in Piqua.
S. S. GRAY, M. D., physician and surgeon, Piqua. Among the professional
men of Piqua who deserve a more than passing notice is Dr. Gray ; he was born
in Montgomery Co. in 1828, and came with his parents to this county in 1839 ; he
commenced practice at Lockington in 1854, where he remained four years, then
removed to Piqua, where he has continued to reside ever since, enjoying a very
satisfactory practice ; he is widely known in his profession, having been a member
of the Ohio 3Iedical Society since 1867 ; was its treasurer six years, and has been
almost continuously a member of some of the important committees ; he was the
first to introduce the use of quinine as a remedy in inflammatory cases, especially
pneumonia and croup. During the war, and for a time after its close, he was
Government Examiner of Pensioners. He married. April 22, 1856, 31iss Rachel
A , daughter of Thomas R. Bowen, who was a native of New Jersey, and an early
resident of Staunton Township.
S. GROSS, of the firm of S. Gross & Co, dealers in dry goods, Piqua ; is a
native of Ohio ; was born in Cincinnati in 1840, and was schooled to business
from his early boyhood ; he came to Piqua in 1868 and opened a dry-goods store,
which he has successfully conducted ever since ; the style, quantity and quality, as
well as the general appearance of this store, indicate that the management is characterized by systematic energy and enterprise ; and the fact that the volume of
business has increased and is steadily increasing, proves that the wide-awake manner of the firm is appreciated by the people ; Gross & Co. are located at 123 Alain
street, carrying a very complete line of standard and fancy dry goods and notions,
the upper floor being used to store and show their elegant line of carpets and
house-furnishing goods.
JENNISON "HALL, Western traveling agent for the B. & 0. R. R., Piqua.
Mr. Hall is a native of Vermont, born in AVindsor in 1820 ; his parents removed
to Champaign Co. in 1833, where Jennison (or "Chief," as he is known in Piqua,)
grew to manhood, and married Aliss Rosanna AVillard, also a native of Vermont;
her decease occurred in 1857 ; 3Ir. Hall began life for himself as a merchant at
Woodstock ; when the building of the C, P. & I. R. R. was in contemplation, he
took an active part in securing it, and became the agent at this place, built a grain
house there, and operated in grain ; when the railroad from Columbus was completed to Piqua in 1855, he came to Piqua. having been appointed agent here, and
also had the supervision of the construction west, and general supervision of the
road from Urbana west ; he was also agent of the D. & 31, Piqua then being the
termination of both roads ; after the completion ofthe D. & 31. to Toledo in 1859,
Mr. H. became the General Agent, with headquarters at Dayton; from 1863 to
1865, he was in the South, then returned to Piqua, and, in 1868, became the AVestern traveling agent of the B. & 0. R. R. Co, a position he has since filled, as all
others, with credit to himself and great acceptance to his employers ; he has always
dealt more or less in grain, and is known over the AVest as a popular railroad man
and extensive shipper. In 1879, the Republicans of his district, composed of
Darke, Miami and Shelby Counties, nominated him for State Senator ; notwithstanding he did little or nothing in the canvass, in consequence of there being a
known Democratic majority of 1,500 to 2,000, and his opponent was the popular
Mr. Moore, of Greenville, he came within 400 votes of being elected, his majority
in Miami County being 1,560, the largest given a Republican since the election of
Gov. Brough. Mr. Hall's residence is situated on Water street, is neat and com-
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modious. He was married to Miss Julia A. Brandon, in 1858, who is the daughter
of Armstrong Brandon, the first Postmaster of Piqua.
AVILLIAM P. HALL, dentist, Piqua; was born in Montgomery Co, Ohio,
in 1822 ; his paternal ancestors were of Scotch and English descent, and among
the early colonial settlers of the Carolinas; his Grandfather Hall was a soldier of
the Revolution, and emigrated to Ohio in 1806, and permanently located in the
northern part of 3Iontgomery Co. in the following year; his father, James Hall,
manied Henrietta Siddons, also a native of North Carolina ; he was a Captain in
militia days, and served a short term during the war of 1812, and afterward became
a leader of the AA7hig party in his county. William P. grew to manhood on the
farm in 3Iontgomery Co, receiving such educational advantages as the local schools
afforded ; when of age. he determined to make dentistry his profession, and took
a course of instructions under the tutorship of Dr. John Jones, then a leading
dentist of Dayton, Ohio ; Dr. Hall located in Piqua in 1847, where he has continued to practice his profession since, and. through his skill and many manly qualities, has acquired a well-deserved and somewhat extended reputation ; he is a member of the Alississippi A7alley Dental Association, and one of Piqua's most respected
citizens. He married, in 1849, 3Iiss Ann 31, daughter of Jonas A\7ard : they have
four cliildren—James AVard, Willis, Alary E. and Clifford; James Ward was
instructed in dentistry by his father, and afterward practiced in 3It. A'ernon, 111,
a short time, then removed to St. Louis, where, in connection with his practice, he
took a course and graduated from the Alissouri Dental College; in 1876, at the
solicitation of a friend, he removed to Shanghai, China, where he is now enjoying
a lucrative dental practice ; Willis expects soon to graduate from the St. Louis
Medical College and engage in medical practice ; 3Iary E , a graduate, and Clifford,
a student of the Piqua High School, are members of the family household. Mr.
and 31rs. Hall have been members of the Green Street 31. E. Church for more than
a quarter of a century, and are generally esteemed for their many qualities of mind
and heart. .
31. G. HARTER, physician, Piqua. The subject of this sketch was
born in Harrison Co, Ky, in the year 1817 ; he emigrated to Ohio, with his
parents, Jacob and Elizabeth (Smizer) Harter, in the year 1821, and located six
miles east of Troy7, in this county ; our subject spent his younger days with his
parents on the farm ; not having the advantages of schooling, he was obliged to
resort to his own efforts for his education, and became, so to speak, his own
instructor, thereby gaining sufficient learning to fit him for all practical business ;
at the age of 21 years, he began the study of medicine, selecting the eclectic faith,
and meanwhile took to himself a wife, Hannah Statler, daughter of Christopher
and Fannie Statler, of 3Iiami Co. ; his instructor in the science of medicine was
Dr. Steinbarger. The fruits of the marriage of our subject were as follows : Harrison, Fannie, Newton, Daniel and Delia, all of whom are in the other world, having passed from this to that better land in infancy, except Delia, who lived to
attain her womanhood, was married but a short time, when she passed away, leaving one child, who followed its mother in the short space of two years ; soon after
Dr. Harter's marriage, he settled in the southern part of 3Iontgomery Co. ; but
previously, while pursuing his studies, he worked at blacksmithing, thereby
enabling him to support his family ; when the first year had rolled around, he
changed his studies to the allopathic school, in which his practice was largely
appreciated ; the Doctor was a graduate of the Cleveland 3Iedical College ; from
his first location, in the southern portion of 3Iontgomery Co, he moved to Vandalia, where he settled, and continued the practice of his profession one year; then
moved to Ithaca, Darke Co.; thence to Rush Co, Indiana; and finally removed to
Ohio, and formed a partnership with Dr. Darwin, of Gettysburg ; after their partnership expired, moved again to 3Iarion, Ind, engaging in the drug business, at
which place he discovered the ague specific known to aU parts of the world as Dr.
Harter's Ague Cure ; from 3Iarion he removed to Troy, Ohio, and began the manufacture of-his specific on quite a large scale ; and, in 1866, moved his business
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interests to St. Louis, Mo, where he added very largely to his prosperous enterprises, forming a stock company for the purpose of manufacturing the late discovery ; the family remained in Troy until 1867, at which time they moved to St.
Louis, where they became permanent residents, spending the remainder of the
Doctor's life ; his skill and energy, as well as his indomitable will, placed him at
the head of his profession, and made him a benefactor of the world ; his fame is as
broad as the expanse of our universe, and never to be forgotten ; an excellent
financier, leaving a very large estate to his estimable widow, who can only mourn
his untimely loss, though Time, the great finisher of all living, will, we hope, bring
them together where partings are known no more.
J . BONI. HEMSTEGER, editor Correspondent, Piqua ; was born on the 3d day
of September, 1858, in the city of Piqua, being the fifth child in the family. His
father removed from AVest Alexandria, Preble Co, Ohio, to Piqua, about the year
1855, and has since then carried on one of the largest and most prosperous clothing establishments in the county. The subject of this sketch received his first
education in the parish schools of Piqua, and then for several terms attended the
St. Mary's Institute, near Dayton, Ohio. In December, 1871, his studies were
abruptly terminated by a very malignant attack of spinal meningitis, and brain
fever, which rendered him utterly helpless for five months, and incapacitated him
for any exertions for two years. This sickness also permanently deprived him of
the power of hearing. In January, 1875, he accepted a position in a printing establishment of Piqua, where he learned the printing business. In October, 1877,
went to Lima, Ohio, working at a German paper in that city ; after six weeks spent
in this position, he purchased an interest in the German Stem des Westlichen Ohio,
at Minster, Auglaize Co., and assumed the publication of that journal. Finding the
business a very unprofitable one, he sold out his share in the same to his partner,
in March, 1878, and retumed to Piqua, and immediately set about making preparations for the publication of a new German paper. On the 17th day of April, same
year, the first number of Der Piqua Correspondent was issued by him, and since
that date the paper has been a regular weekly visitor among the numerous German families of the city and neighborhood. Under his management the enterprise
has proven a gratifying success. 3Ir. Hemsteger was married October 30, 1878,
to Miss Minnie E. Brands, of Piqua, and has established for himself a very pleasant home in the southern part of the city.
J O H N F. HEMSTEGER, merchant tailor and clothier, Piqua ; 3Ir. Hemsteger is a native of Germany, born in Westphalia, in 1824, learned the tailor's
trade when a youth, and served two years in the army of the Kingdom of Prussia ;
came to the United States in 1847 ; after about two years, during which time he
was engaged at his trade in different places, he was married, in Dayton, to 3Iiss
Barbara Newman, who was also a native of Germany- ; after his marriage, he settled at West Alexandria, Preble Co, where he established himself in the tailoring business, which he continued until he removed to Piqua, in 1856, where he has
since resided, and has been, and still is, one of the leading business men of Piqua ;
his establishment is located in the opera house block, where, in addition to a large
custom business, he is doing a large trade in ready-made clothing and gents' furnishings. Mr. Hemsteger has been, for eight years past, a member of the Council,
and is a highly respected citizen ; he is the father of thirteen children, nine of
whom are living—J. Al. and Levi (clothing merchants, of Emporia, Kan.), J .
Boni (editor Correspondent (German), Piqua), Theresa (now 3Irs. F. R. Frigee (a
teacher in the school connected with St. Boniface Catholic Church), Anna (now
Mrs. Joseph Kipp, of the firm of Gross & Co.), and Antonio, George, Agnes and
Joseph (members of the family household).
J. HETHERINGTON, dealer in and burner of lime, P i q u a ; is a son of
WiUiam _md Mary A. (Mitchell) Hetherington, who were both natives of Pennsylvania ; their marriage occurred in Miami Co., about 1839 ; soon after, they emigrated to Pennsylvania, where they remained until 1843, when they removed to
P i q u a ; here he permanently located^ and was soon known as a contractor and
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builder ; in connection with this, he directed his supervision to his limekUn ; this
he continued until his death, which occurred in 1877. The issue of the above
union were nine children, four of whom are now living. Our subject, being the
eldest, was bora in Pennsylvania in 1842, but was raised in this city ; his education was acquired in the schools of the same ; in August, 1862, he enlisted in Co.
C, 94th O. V. I , and was in service three years; he participated in the battles of
Perryville, Ky, Stone River, Tenn, Chickamauga, and Sherman's campaign from
Chattanooga to Atlanta, passing through many of the hardships and privations
which to-day ring fresh in his memory; soon after the return from the war, he
engaged in the brickmason trade, which he followed until the death of his father,
when he took charge of the kiln, where he is now engaged. In December, 1866.
his nuptials were celebrated with 31ary E. Smith, a native of Hamilton, Butler Co.,
Ohio; by this union they have one child, 3Iary E , born 3Iarch 4, 1868.
AVILLIA3I HIGGINS, 31. D, retired physician and capitalist, Piqua. Dr,
Higgins, a native of Pennsylvania, was born in AVestnioreland Co. in 1818 ; his
youth was spent on a farm, attending school during winter, and later received the
benefit of an academic course; he graduated from the National Aledical College at
Washington, D. C, in 1840, and commenced practice the same year at Carlisle,.
Coshocton Co, Ohio, where he continued until 1848, when he removed to Zimmerman, Greene Co.; here he remained, enjoying an extensive practice, until 1871,
when he removed to Piqua, and retired from practice, having accumulated a
respectable fortune: his time is now occupied in brokerage and looking after his
real estate interests, which are quite extensive; besides owning a number of valuable tracts in this vicinity, he has a fine farm of 500 acres in the Wabash A7alley,
near Terre Haute, and another near 3Iarion, Ind. Dr. Higgins is emphatically a
self-made man, having started in life with nothing, and worked his way up through
many difficulties ancl embarrassing circumstances. He married Aug. 3,1848,3Iiss
Belle AVilliamson, of Fairfield, Greene Co, Ohio: the fruits of this union have
been three children—Julius, now a resident of Richmond, Ind, James, who died
at the age of 24, and Willie, also deceased.
STEPHEN HILL, farmer ; P. 0. Covington ; born in Northampton Co, Penn.,
July 9, 1817 ; is the son of Isaac and Susan (Barton) Hill r they- moved to New
Jersey when Stephen was a child, where they lived and died. 3Ir. Hill, when
only 9 years of age, was thrown upon the world, and went to live with a family by
thc name of Deusenberry, where he lived till he was 18 years of age, when he
struck out for himself; he worked at various places in the State, mostly at farming, till he was 30 years of age : in December, 1847, he emigrated to Ohio, and
located in Warren Co, about one mile from Lebanon, where he remained between
two and three years, then went to Centreville, Alontgomery Co.. where he remained
about two years, and from there came to Miami Co, worked by the month for a
time, when he bought a farm adjoining the one he now owns. Dec. 31, 1855, he
united in marriage with Sarah J. Lukemeyer, daughter of John and Alice (Bamgrover) Lukemeyer, who were both born and raised in Southern Ohio ; Sarah was
bom in Clermont Co., Ohio, Oct. 10. 1837 ; by this union, they have had four
children, viz, Charles F , born Feb. 14, 1857 ; "Frank S., born Nov. 22, 1858 ;
George 31, born Feb. 2, 1861, and Alice A, born Feb. 8, 1867 ; all single and
living at home. 3Ir. Hill has a farm of 85 acres, which he took right in thie woods,
and has cleared the farm from year to year, now having 65 acres cleared and in
cultivation ; has built his barn and other buildings, and is now comfortably fixed
to live ; he has accomplished this by his own industry and economy; being thrown
upon the world when a mere child, with no means, nor advantages of even a common-school education, has worked his way through to a fair competency.
3IICHAEL HITTLE, farmer ; P. O. Covington, bom in Darke Co, Ohio, May
30, 1842, is the son of Adam and Catharine (Fockler) Hittle, who were bom and
raised in 3Iiami Co.; the grandfather, Nicholas Hittle, was probably bom in Germany, and came to this country in an early day; the grandmother, Eve Anna
(Boyer) Hittle, was probably bom in Pennsylvania. Adam and Catharine were
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parents of two children, viz, Michael and Eve ; Eve was born Nov. 25, 1843 ; she
was married Nov. 27, 1866, to George Nill, by whom she had five children ; all are
living, viz, Catharine, born Feb. 12, 1868 ; Mary, born 3Iarch 13, 1870 ; 3Iichael,
born May 20, 1871 ; Christiana, Jan. 6, 1873 ; Margaret, Nov. 11, 1874. She lost
her husband by death, June 1, 1874, since which, she has remained with her mother
and brother Alichael. Adam, the father, died about four years ago. Mr. Hittle,
the subject of our sketch, has always followed farming ; he has never niarried, but
seems to enjoy single blessedness. He lives at home with his mother and sister,
and/takes charge of the farm; nearly his whole life, some thirty-eight years, has
been spent in Miami Co, which should give him a right and title among the old
settlers of this county.
J. D. & J. L. HOLTZE3IANN, wholesale liquor dealers in foreign and
domestic spirits, Piqua. Piqua, like most cities of its size, is represented by
almost every branch of business. J. D. Holtzemann has been engaged in his
present business for nearly half a century, during wliich time he transacted business with several different partners, until his son, J. L, formed the present partnership. During this time, they have been favorably known as rectifiers, compounders of liquor, etc.; they, in connection with their business, manufacture
Holtzemann's reliable and well-known stomach bitters ; J. D, the senior member of
the firm, was born in Hanover, Germany, Oct. 22, 1808, where he grew to manhood
on the farm ; when but a young man, he engaged in merchandising in Bremen ;
this was conducted four years, when his thoughts were directed to the American
continent ; and in 1831, he embarked from Bremen, landing in Baltimore in November ofthat fall; there he engaged in handling foreign dry goods until one year
later, when he came to Germantown, Ohio, making afew changes up to 1836, when
he settled in Piqua. In 1838, he erected a part of his present wholesale house,
which has since been enlarged to ninety-five feet deep, front on the corner of Main
and Water streets. Sept. 18, 1836, he married Johannah L. Dettmer, born in Hanover, Germany, September, 1808 ; their children by this union are ten in number,
six are now living—J. Lewis, Eliza, Gagg, Louisa, 3Iinnie and Helen.
J. F. HUMMEL, proprietor steam granite works, Piqua. 3Ir. Hummel, a native
of Prussia, was born in 1841, and came to the United States in 1852 ; his parents
located here in Piqua and died here, after wliich J. F., being a boy, floated about.
When the first call for troops was made, he enlisted in the three months' service,
in the 1st Ohio V. I.; afterward enlisted for three years in the 79th 0. A 7 .1, in which
he served until the close of the war. In 1869, he came to Piqua, and worked at marble cutting as journeyman for Daniel Young, whom, in 1871, he bought out, continuing the business here ever since. 3Ir, Hummel is emphatically a self-made man ;
left fatherless at 16, he drifted wherever employment could be got; learned his
trade ; served the Government nearly four years ; commenced without capital in
Piqua, in 1869, and from his savings, in two years, bought out the little shop in
which he was employed ; has kept steadily on. enlarged his shop, and now has it
filled with Scotch polishing machinery operated by steam. He is a thorough
mechanic, an excellent designer, a skillful draughtsman, and the extent of his business is second to none in the State. He has a branch office in Cincinnati, C. G.
Hummel, agent. He married in 1865, Miss Hannah Baumgarten, of Shelby Co.
They have seven children, six sons and one daughter.
JAMES W. HUNTER, farmer ; P. O. Piqua; born in 31iami Co, June 18,
1817 ; is the son of Joseph and Jane (Eaton) Hunter; his father was born in Pennsylvania, and his mother in Ireland ; the grandfather was also a native of Pennsylvania, but the great-grandfather was a native of Ireland. Joseph and Jane,
the parents, had born to them eleven children, one dying in infancy, and ten growing up to maturity, viz, William, 3Iartha and 3Iargaret, all now deceased ; John
G, living in Nebraska ; Mary Ann, now Mrs. John Patterson ; James W , Jane
Eliza, Joseph Baxter and Eleanor, all three now deceased ; and David Eaton, living in lUinois. Joseph, the father, died in March, 1849,; Jane, the mother, died
in November, 1839. They came to this county in 1811, being among the early
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pioneers ; arriving in company with James Johnston, who is further mentioned in
the sketch of William Johnston in this work. They were here during the war of
1812, and took part, more or less, in scouting after the Indians. Theirs was a life
of hardships and danger, coming and opening out right in the wilderness in the
midst of war ; but they endured it aU faithfully, and lived to see the country
cleared up, and the comforts of civilized life brought to their doors. 3Ir. Hunter,
the subject of whom we write, lived with his father till of age. He was united in
marriage, Oct. 25, 1843, with 3Iaria Irwin, daughter of J o h n and Fanny7 (Nelson)
Irwin, who were both natives of Ireland. By this union they had eight children,
of whom six are now living, viz., Joseph Irwin, dying in infancy ; AA'illiam Emerson, now deceased ; John Irwin, Joseph Allen, married and living in Zanesville,
Ohio ; Frank E , married and living in Piqua ; and Fanny J , Alaggie E. and
Thomas Leigh, single and living at home. 3Ir. Hunter, after his marriage, located
in Shelby Co, where they lived till 1849, when he bought the farm upon which he
still resides ; he now owns 140 acres of land, of which about 100 acres are in good
cultivation, and cleared it all himself but about 20 acres, erecting all the buildings
on the place. 3Ir. Hunter has been a very active, industrious man, and one who
has encouraged advancement in all improvements ; being the first in this part of
the township to use the reaper, the field roller, the sewing machine, the piano, etc.
He was formerly a Democrat, politically, but was always an Anti-slavery man, which
of a necessity brought him into the Republican party, where he has since remained.
He is a member of the Presbyterian Church, his membership reaching over a
period of forty years.
EDAVARD HUNTZINGER, druggist, Piqua. Another of the enterprises of
the city of Piqua is the pharmacy of Edward Huntzinger, to which we give more
than a passing notice ; his " All R i g h t " drug store is located in the Leland Hotel
building, where he has been favorably known since November, 1879 ; he keeps a
complete line of drugs and druggists' sundries, and makes prescriptions a specialty.
He is a son of Edward, Sr, and Elizabeth Huntzinger, both natives of Pennsylvania, where their marriage occurred. Edward, S r , devoted his entire life to general merchandising ; his death occurred in 1848, and the widow now resides in the
city of Philadelphia; the issue of this union was two daughters and one son (our
subject), who was born in Pennsylvania in 1846 ; his elementary education was
acquired in the Schuylkill Haven Village School; he afterward improved the same
at the Alilitary Academy at AA'est Chester, Penn. ; at the age of 20, he took up the
study of medicine, under Dr. J. G. Koehler, as a preceptor, three years; Alarch
3, 1868, he graduated from the 3Iedical University of Pennsylvania, after which
he practiced in the county hospital a period of six years, thereby amply qualifying himself for his present occupation. His marriage with Fannie Y. French was
celebrated in January, 1873 ; they have one child—Anne E. ; 3Irs. Huntzinger is
a native of Alaine, a descendant of the Puritan stock, and a daughter of Charles
and Ann French, natives of 3Iaine, where thev now reside.
GEORGE S. HYDE, 31. D , physician, Piqua. Dr. Hyde is a native of Virginia ; was born in the Shenandoah A7alley in 1831, and received a liberal education at the academies of A 7 irginia; he first studied with a view to becoming an
engineer, but, after some experience, concluded to turn his attention to medicine ;
in 1856, he commenced practice in Preston Co., A'a.: his diploma, from the Alaryland State University, bears the signature of James Buchanan, he being a member of the board, and was signed by. him while occupying the " AVhite House ; "
on the breaking-out of the rebellion, Dr. Hyde went to Alaryland, where he remained
until the spring of 1865, when he removed to Ohio and located at Lockington,
Shelby Co., where he practiced several years, during which he was the chief member of the school board there ; in 1870, he came to Piqua, and has been in practice here since, having enjoyed a very satisfactory and growing practice ; his residence is a new brick, on Ash street, near the southeast corner of Broadway. H e
married, in 1853, Miss 3Iary A. Newland; they have had four chUdren, two of
w
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whom are living—Mrs. Joseph D. Sawyer and R. L , a young but promising dentist of Piqua.
W I L L I A M JOHNSTON, contractor and County7 Commissioner, Piqua ; was
b o m in Franklin Co., Penn, May7 2, 1804 ; he and four sisters are still living, of a
family of six children of James and Mary (Adams) Johnston ; his father came
from Pennsylvania to Ohio, and located one mile and a half from Piqua, in 1811,
where he farmed till 1821, when he bought a farm on what is now called L'pper
Piqua, where he lived till he died, in December, 1847, aged 77 years. William
Johnston received his early education in the old log schoolhouse, which was the
best facility afforded in those days, having about three months' schooling each
year, the balance of the time was applied to hard labor in clearing up the farm
and making a home ; 3Ir, Johnston remained with his father till he was 31 years
of age, when hewas united in marriage, April 28,1835, with Alary Bercaw, and, 3IayT
1,1840, she was snatched from him by the remorseless messenger Death ; in 1842,
April 25, he was again married, to 3lary Ann Brown, daughter of Aaron and Hannah (Kirk) Brown, who came to Ohio at quite an early day, coming from Fayette
Co., Penn.; about the time of his first marriage, lie entered upon the milling business, about three miles from Piqua, in which he continued till 1850, when he
rented his mill, and started AVest across the plains for California, having under his
conductorship eighty-nine men ; they left Kansas City on the 8th of 3Iay. 1850,
arriving at Sacramento City on the 20th of September, following, where he
remained till the 1st day of June, 1853 ; while there he was engaged in the grocery
trade, doing a very flourishing business, but suffered much loss, being burnt out
by the great fire in November, 1852 ; and, in January, 1853, his goods were
destroyed by water from the great freshet; on the 1st day of June, 1853, he embarked on board a steamer for New York City, where, after a twenty-three days'
trip, he arrived safely, and from there came direct to Piqua ; from his return to
Piqua up to the present time he has been engaged on the public works of the
county as builder and contractor on the railroads, canal and turnpikes, and during some five years on the hydraulic works of Piqua ; he is now County Commissioner, having been elected to that office last October ; he was also superintendent
on the canal for some four years, and filled various other offices of trust. 3Ir.
Johnston is now about 76 years of age, and is quite hearty and robust, having
never experienced any severe sickness during his life, which he claims to be partly
the result of his active out-door exercise, having been all his life in very active
business: he has accumulated a great deal of property, has been very liberal to all public and charitable purposes, and still has a goodly portion of this
world's goods, sufficient to enable him to pass the remainder of his life in comfort
and plenty. He holds his faith with the Episcopal Church of Piqua, to which his
father belonged for many years,
J O H N H. D. JOHNSTON, deceased. 3Ir. Johnston was a native of 3Iiami
Co, a son of Col. John Johnston, and was born on the old homestead at Upper
Piqua in 1820 ; he was reared on the farm, and when grown up remained on the
old homestead, it being understood that it should descend to him. He married, in
1845, Miss 3Iary J , daughter of Stephen and Elizabeth (3IcCullough) Dye ; her
father was an early resident of 3iiami Co.; after his marriage, 3Ir. Johnston received
a deed for the old homestead, and continued to reside there until 1857 ; failing
health compelled him to relinquish immediate supervision of the place, ancl he
removed to Piqua, having purchased a residence on Caldwell street, where, after
a long struggle with that dread disease consumption, he passed away February,
1863 ; he was a modest, unassuming man, and highly esteemed ; was a member of
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and a Vestryman in that organization from early
manhood to the time of his decease ; his wife and two daughters—Rachel E. and
Margaret C, survived him ; Rachel E. married W. J . Vance, but lived only a few
years after her marriage ; she left four children—Henry 7 Caldwell, 3Iary B , Wilson
J . and Rachel E. J. The two former are now with their father in Washington, D .
C , and the two latter are with their grandmother, Mrs. Johnston, who, with 3Iar-
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garet C, resides at the old residence on CaldweU street, between Green and North
streets ; Mrs. Johnston is an unassuming but intelligent woman, a member of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, and highly esteemed for her stability of character
and consistent life.
STEPHEN JOHNSTON, lawyer, Piqua. 3Ir. Johnston's ancestors were
from the North of Ireland ; his father, Stephen Johnston, and his uncle, Col.
John Johnston, came to Ohio in 1808 ; the former was Government store-keeper,
at Ft. AVayne, in the war of 1812, and on the 28th day of August in that year was
killed by the Indians near that place. Alary Caldwell, of Kentucky-, the mother of
the subject of this sketch, was justly regarded as one of the remarkable women of
her d a y ; she was cotemporary with Daniel Boone, Little Turtle and Tecumseh—
was well acquainted with them, and of great service to the white population of the
community. She was married in 1810, in 3Iiami Co, Ohio, and died in September,
1861, aged 73 years. Stephen, her son. was born at Piqua, Ohio, on the 29th day
of September, 1812 ; learned the saddler's trade, and worked at it fourteen years ;
in 1841, he was elected Sheriff of 3Iiami Co, and served four years, during which
time he began reading law ; in 1845, he was elected to the State Legislature, and
subsequently engaged in farming and lumbering for five years ; in 1850. he was
admitted to the bar. and opened a law office in Piqua, where he has been in the
practice ever since ; April 18, 1861, he entered the army as Captain in the l l t h 0 .
V. I , but resigned his commission in September of that year ; he was early identified with the railroad interests of this section, and in 1849, drafted on a saddler's
bench, the charter of the Columbus, Piqua & Indiana Railroad Company, of which
he was the attorney for twenty years or more afterward ; in 1868, he was elected
President ofthe Piqua Hydraulic Company; under 3Ir. Johnston's energetic supervision ; the enterprise, which had been deemed impracticable on account of its
magnitude, was successfully accomplished, and the water works, in connection
therewith, are unsurpassed for excellence and economy by any in the State ; the
enterprise was first presented to the public in an intelligible form, tlirough specifications made by 3Ir. Johnston, in 1870 ; his name has been prominently associated
with every principal public improvement, and he has been the friend of laudable
private enterprises as well ; as the agent for an association formed for the purpose
of resisting legislation hostile to the canal, he secured the adoption by the Legislature, of a written report which ended the efforts of its enemies for the time being,
and will be a formidable barrier to future unfriendly legislation ; he is an agreeable and courteous gentleman as well as energetic, determined and persevering;
as indicative of the latter qualities, it may be stated that for thirty years he fought
the Government single-handed, in relation to a claim by reason of a stipulation
made by the Pottawatomie Indians in a treaty intended to secure to the heirs of
his father, a certain tract of land as a partial atonement for his death as above
stated ; finally, in 1863, 3Ir. Johnston accepted a compromise. In April, 1837, 3Ir.
Johnston married LTretta, daughter of Chester Garnsey, of Piqua, formerly of
Rochester, N. Y.; they have had seven children, four of whom are living ; his eldest
son, Stephen C. Johnston, has been for several years engaged in the development
of a goldmine near Charlotte, N. C, and his son, AA'illiam C. Johnston, is at present
a prominent attorney of this county, and Probate Judge of the same ; many points
of great historic interest cluster around this family in its earlier days, which will be
found in the text of this work. Politically, Air. Johnston is a member of the Greenback party, and in 1877 was a candidate for Governor on that ticket; originaUy
a Whig, he was one of the first to join the Republican party, and in 1864 was
Presidential Elector for the Fourth District on the Lincoln ticket ; in 1870, in
consequence of the passage of the bill to strengthen the public credit, he voted
with the Democrats, but in the canvass of 1876 he voted for Peter Cooper, and is
still a persistent advocate of currency reform, and the payment of the public debt
according to the laws under which it was contracted ; he is now connected with
the Ohio State University, at Columbus, Ohio, as President of the Board of Trustees, and is an earnest friend of the agricultural interests of the State.
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CHRISTOPHER JOHNSTON, retired farmer ; P. 0. Piqua ; is a son of Stephen Johnston, a native of Ireland and Scotch descent; he grew to manhood in his
native country, where he formed the acquaintance of Anna Armstrong, who afterward became his wife ; in 1803, he emigrated to the United States, where he followed his trade of wheelwright until 1810, when he returned to his native country
and married his previous acquaintance, with whom he corresponded while in
America ; she was of Irish birth and of Scotch descent ; they settled in their native
country, from which they and five children departed, in 1821, for the AVestern continent, landing in New Brunswick, where the sixth child was bom ; they remained
until 1832 ; on July 4, of the same year, they arrived in Piqua, where Stephen
purchased land near the city ;fiveyears later, he sold out and all moved to Alercer
Co., 'Ohio, buying land, taking it from its wilds, and remaining until the death of
Anna, which occurred in 1856 ; soon after he returned to Shelby Co, with one of
his sons, who had previously located there ; his death occurred in that county in
1874, at the ripe old age of 90 years ; our subject was born in Ireland in 1814
and lived with his father until 1836, when he married 3Iary Peck, born in Shelby
Co., Ohio, in 1818 ; soon after their marriage they located in 3Iercer Co.; there
they remained until 1862, when he removed to 3Iiami Co, locating on Sec. 27,
Spring Creek Townsliip ; this was his place of residence until the spring of 1880,
when he moved in the Second AA7ard of the incorporated city of Piqua; he now
owns in Shelby7 and Aliami Cos. nearly 200 acres of land ; the issue of this union
is eight children—seven are now living—John P , Henry P., Stephen J , who are
farmers ; Thomas L. and AVilliam A., jewelers in Columbus, Ohio ; Julia A. and
Mary E.
JOHN JONES, farmer; P. O. Piqua ; born in Dauphin Co, Penn, Sept. 28,
1830 ; is the son of Josiah and Catharine (Oilman) Jones; his father was born in
the State of Delaware, his mother in Pennsylvania, where they lived aud died ; they
were parents of eight children, of whom three only are now living, viz, John, our
subject; Louisa, now 3Irs. Chatham, living in Philadelphia; and Elizabeth, now
Mrs. Keohler, living at Union Deposit, Penn.; 3Ir. Jones, the subject of this sketch,
lived with his father till about 21 years of age, at which time, Jan. 16, 1851, he
was united in marriage with Louisa Wagoner, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Dick) AVagoner, who was born 3Iarch 5, 1832, in Dauphin Co, Penn.;
bom by this union they7 had born to them ten children, viz, Elizabeth,
Oct. 16, 1851, she is now Mrs. AA'ilkinson, living on the home place ; Henry,
born 3Iarch 20, 1854, now married to Anna Bell AIcKinney, also living on part
ofthe home farm ; Josiah, born Jan. 17,1857, married to Anna Elizabeth Booher,
and living on the home farm ; Catharine, born Aug. 18, 1859, and died Nov. 17,
1860 ; John, born Nov. 30,1861; Emma, born June 24, 1864,' died Dec. 30, 1869 ;
Mary, bom April 12, 1867 ; Willie, born Feb. 12, 1871 ; Laura, born Jan. 15, 1875 ;
and Louisa, born Feb. 19, 1877, dying in 1878; 3Ir. Jones after his marriage lived
in Pennsylvania about seven years, when he emigrated to Ohio and located, in Miami Co., April 8, 1858, on the farm where he still resides ; he first bought 90 acres
of land, since wliich he has added to it by purchase from time to time, till now he
owns 314 acres, of which about 250 acres are in cultivation ; he has made great
improvements, has a fine house and a very large brick barn and numerous comforts and conveniences ; this has mostly been accomplished by his own industry
and economy ; Mr. Jones and wife are members of the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church
in Lockport ; they have a large family of children, aU living with and near him,
with a good competency for all.
DAVID J. JORDAN (deceased), was born in Warren Co, Ohio, in 1804.
Was married, in 1824, in Lebanon, Ohio, to JuUa A. Cady, and immediately thereafter removed to Piqua, having previously selected this as a place of residence.
After a time, he purchased property on 3Iain street, where he lived for awhile,
when the house he had occupied was torn down, and in its place two brick stores
were erected, which are stiU standing. One of these he proceeded to occupy as a
dry-goods store, doing business first on his own account, and subsequently under
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the firm names of Jordan & Kitchen and Jordan & Sons, and in connection
therewith, he also, for several years, engaged in the winter seasons in packing pork,
to a considerable extent for those times. He was also a large operator in the
purchase and sale of real estate, both in town and in the country thereabouts, and
at one time was probably the most extensive holder of this kind of property in
this section of the country. He was a man of great energy and perseverance, and
everything he engaged in was undertaken ancl carried out earnestly, and with
enthusiasm. He was zealous in the promotion of all public improvements in town
and country; in fact, active in every enterprise, having a tendency in any way to
promote the public good, and for the attainment of which was a liberal contributor
of time and money. His extensive acquaintance with the pioneers of 3Iethodism,
in this portion of the AVest. and his early attachments thereto, made his house, for
many years, a hospitable retreat ancl home for the members of this denomination,
and many of the far-famed preachers of this church then living, found a frequent
and hearty welcome under the shelter of his roof. 3Ir. Jordan, during his later
years, engaged in business operations outside of Piqua, in pork-packing in several
towns on the 3Iississippi River, principally at Keokuk. Iowa, and in the building of
railroads in Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio. 3Irs. Jordan, dying in 1859, and the
family already having become scattered, he gave up Piqua as a place of residence,
finding business attractions elsewhere—in Chicago and Rock Island, 111.—until
finally, believing that Kansas City, 3Io., would, at no distant day, be a great business
center, he settled there, going into the business of beef and pork packing, and
there remained until the time of his death. Dec. 15,1869. The surviving members
of the family are Collins H. Jordan, formerly a merchant in Piqua, but for the last
twenty-five years, a resident of Chicago. 111. ; John W. Jordan, also, at one time in
the mercantile business in Piqua. during the late war, a Lieutenant Colonel of volunteers, and now representing the Travelers' Insurance Company, of Hartford, Conn.,
as traveling agent in the Southern States ; 3Iaj. AA'illiam H. Jordan, a graduate of
AVest Point, an officer in the regular army, ancl now stationed at Chicago, in the
recraiting service ; David C. Jordan, a farmer in California; Edwin S. Jordan,
doing business in Chicago ; Julia A. and Ella 31. Jordan, also residing there, and
Charles P. Jordan, chief clerk in the employ of the Government, and Postmaster
at Rosebud Agency, Dakota Territory. In addition to the above, there were two
children, who died in infancy—Reeves 3IcLean Jordan, who died at the age of 17,
and Everard C. Jordan, during the war Captain in l l t h 0. Y. I , afterward a
Custom House Officer at San Francisco, and later, at St. George's Island, in Alaska ;
but who finally died in 1872. at Los Angeles. Cal, from the effects of a wound he
received during the war. at the battle of Soutii 3Iountain, in 31aryland.
LA ROY I 2 . JORDAN. Postmaster. Piqua. 3Ir. Jordan, a native of Piqua, is
a son of Dr. David and Alatilda (Harbaugh) Jordan, who emigrated from Carroll
Co., 31d, to this county, in 1834. and remained here until their decease. His
father died in 1857. his mother in 1874. Dr. Jordan was a practitioner of good
standing, and both he and his wife were worthy members of the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church. The subject of this sketch was the sixth of a familv of nine, six of
whom attained majority, of whom LaRoy is the third ;. he was born in 1840. and
has always resided at the place of his birth ; in his youth, he received only such
education as the local schools afforded: when the war broke out, iu 1861, he was
engaged in an art gallery, but responded to his country's call ; he then, being in
Illinois visiting, entered the service under Gen. Fremont, ancl. at the time of Gen.
Fremont's recall, the organization vvas disbanded: LaRoy S. returned to Piqua,
where he soon after enlisted in the 110th 0. Y. I., with which he served until the
surrender of Lee at Appomattox, after which he returned to Piqua and became connected with a publishing house of Columbus, with which he remained about seven
vears: in 1872, he became Assistant Postmaster, and served as such until February of the present year, when he received the appointment of Postmaster ; he is
assisted by his brother Dr. AA'. B. Jordan. Jacob Cropsy. an ex-soldier and pleasant gentleman, and Aliss Mary L. 3Iumsell, an intelligent and pleasant lady. 3Ir.
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Jordan's social, genial nature, makes him peculiarly fitted for the rather trying
position which he is now filling. He married, in 1874, 3Iiss Matilda, daughter of
John F. and Sophia Compton, who are now very elderly people, residing on Wayne
street, opposite the Green street Methodist Episcopal Church.
GIDEON KEYT, farmer; P. 0. Piqua ; bom in Piqua March 8, 1828 ; is the
son of James D. and Elizabeth (Widney) Keyt. His father was born in New Jersey and his mother in Pennsylvania. He came to this county- in 1819, and she a^
a much earlier date, the time and history of her father's family being fully written
in the sketch of Stephen Widney in this work. James and Elizabeth were the
parents of nine children, of whom six are living, viz, Sarah B , John AV, Rachel W.
(deceased), Gideon, James (deceased), AVilliam J , Elizabeth (deceased), Alary and
Margaret J. James, the father, lived in Piqua till 1830, when he bought the farm
upon which Gideon now resides, and moved on to it, where he lived till 1842, thence
to Piqua, where he lived till his death, which occurred in 1849. AVhile on the farm,
he made many improvements, and erected the buildings now there; the farm consisted of 160 acres, of which he brought 75 acres into cultivation; after his death,
his family moved back on to the farm where the son Gideon still resides. 3Ir. Gideon
Keyt was united in marriage in December, 1864, with Elizabeth AVard, daughter of
EUjah and Hannah Ward; he was born in Darke Co. Ohio, and she in Pennsylvania;
by this union they have five children, viz, James AVard, Gideon E , Hannah Elizabeth, Laura Rachel (deceased) and 3Iargaret Ellen. The Keyt family were among
the early settlers, and, of course, experienced and endured the hardships and deprivations of such early life. Gideon and his father were both masons by trade, as
well as farmers, and while in Piqua followed that trade, but since the death of the
father Mr. Keyt has followed the occupation of farmer exclusively. During the
war of the rebellion, he enlisted in the 100-day service, in the 147th 0. N. G, in
which he served till the expiration of his time, and received his honorable discharge and returned to his home and family. The Keyts, both father and son,
have been great workers in establishing schools and schoolhouses ; the father
worked hard and fought down all opposition, which was very great, to establish
District No. 5, but finally accomplished it; and later, his son Gideon had his struggle to establish District No. 9, but which at last he accomplished; their successes
in this work have caused many families to rejoice, by giving privileges and conveniences for their children to schools, which before they did not possess. Here in
this record, while we have the history of some of the early settlers, by the parents,
we also, by the son, have a record of one of the patriots, who, in time of our country's danger, came to its defense.
LEOPOLD KIEFER, tobacconist; was born in Baden, Germany, Oct. 29,
1841 ; ten years later he with his parents came to America, locating in Philadelphia, were they remained but one year ; in 1842, they came to Piqua, where they
have since chiefly resided ; the mother died in 1876 ; Leopold is one of thirteen
children, of whom Charles has for many years been engaged as steward on a vessel from Hong Kong, China, to San Francisco, Cal. ; his home for many years was
in Australia ; in the late rebellion, Leopold and three brothers entered service, in
which two were killed; one in the battle of Chickamauga ; one in the battle of
Lexington, Ky, and one crippled for life; Leopold being the only surviving one
uninjured ; he served a period of three years, during which he endured many hardships ; soon after his retum to Piqua, he went to A7icksburg, where he opened out
a grocery ; this was conducted with fair success for three years, when the flames
consumed it and all was laid in ashes ; he was obliged to engage in other business, and soon was employed in rafting logs from the Mississippi Swamp, down the
Mississippi River to New Orleans ; after being thus employed a short time, he
retired from its duties and took up his abode in Cincinnati, Ohio ; in the winter of
1869-70, he retumed to Piqua, and opened his present business ; he has since been
favorably known by city consumers and the patronage of surrounding village
retailers. Upon Oct. 25, 1877, his nuptials were celebrated with Emma Schmid-
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lapp, who was b o m in Piqua Nov. 17, 1851, and is a daughter of J . A. and Sophia
Schmidlapp ; they were among the early settlers of Piqua.
J O S E P H L. KLING, grain broker. Among the business men of Piqua who
deserve special attention is Mr. King ; he is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Chester Co. in 1841 ; his home for a number of years was Philadelphia, where he became
connected with some of the leading grain merchants of the country ; he came to
Miami Co. in 1864, where he has since been operating as broker for a PhUadelphia house, buying by7 car lots from dealers along the lines of the railroads of Ohio,
Indiana and Illinois. He married in 1868, 3Iiss 3Iary, daugher of the late W. T.
Humfreville, a well-known and influential citizen in his day ; Mr. King's residence
is a handsome property, situated at the corner of Water and Downing streets. He
has been actively engaged in the grain business since he was 18 years of a g e ; his
business covering so wide a range of territory, and his transactions being on so
large a scale, required constant thought and effort, and as a result of over work,
he was stricken with paralysis about seven years since, which has necessitated
more moderation in labor, and less travel ; but he is still vigorous in mind and as
ambitious and industrious as ever, and, although unable to walk a step without
crutches, is doing a large business.
A. T. KINGSLEY, restaurant, Piqua; is the son of Samuel and Betsy Kingsley, and was born in AVashington Co., 3Iaine, where his childhood and earliest
youth were spent ; in 1858, he went to California, where he remained until 1864 ;
previous to this, however, he had been married in 1857 to Miss Abbie L. Bucknan,
who died Oct. 7, 1864. That same season, after his return to Miami, he built a
schooner and sailed to the AVest Indies ; returning to New York the following
spring—1865—he was in that city at the time of President Lincoln's assassination.
Mr. Kingsley came West that season, and started in Detroit, 3Iich, in the hotel
business ; after remaining six months, however, he went to Canada, and engaged in
the oil trade, but eventually returned to Detroit and resumed his hotel life ; he
remained in Detroit five years, when he came to Piqua in 1875, where he is at present engaged, and has a fine restaurant on 3Iain street. Politically, 3Ir. Kingsley is
a Republican. I n 1875, 3Ir. Kingsley was married a second time, to 3Iiss Agnes
Burlev.
MARGARET J . KIRK, Piqua. Airs. Kirk, a native of Pennsylvania, is a
daughter of James Johnston, who came to the vicinity of Piqua about 1812; she
was born in 1810. and grew to womanhood here in the pioneer days of the 3Iiami
Valley. She was married, in 1836, to 3Ir. AVilliam R. Kirk ; he was also a native
of Pennsylvania, was born in 1808, and came to Piqua when a young man ; was
prominently connected with the business interests of Piqua until his decease, wliich
occurred in 1849 ; he left a wife, two daughters and a son; the widow now resides
in the residence at the northwest corner of Wayne and Ash streets, and is very
comfortably situated, her daughter, Airs. Dr. Gabriel, residing on the same street,
near by.
H E N R Y KITCHEN, retired farmer ; P. 0 . Piqua ; born in Adams Co, P e n n ,
Oct. 16, 1797 ; is the son of Richard and 3Iargaret (Aroorhis) Kitchen; his father
was an early English immigrant to New Jersey, where he married, and finally settled in Adams Co., P e n n , passing there the remainder of his life. The early education of our subject was obtained in a pioneer log schoolhouse ; at the age of 17,
he was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade, ancl, having learned it, started for
Ohio on horseback, arriving in Butler Co. in January, 1818 ; ih the spring of
1819 he settled at Piqua ; in 1822, he erected a house. In October, 1823, he was
married and moved into it, residing there ever since ; his wife was Sarah, daughter of 3Iathew Caldwell, who settled in Piqua about 1805 ; by this marriage there
were three children, two of whom are now living: the son, J . M. Kitchen, is a
practicing physician in Indianapolis ; the daughter, 3Iary JTane, is 3Irs. Harvey
Clarke, of Piqua ; 3Irs. Kitchen died in August, 1831. Oct. 27,1835, 3Ir. Kitchen
married Eliza Snevely7, of Harrisburg, P e n n , who was born April 13, 1815 ; her
father, Jacob Snevely, came to Piqua in 1820, where he died in August, 1842,

604

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

aged 62 ; for many years, he was a leading member of the Presbyterian Church ;
this second marriage resulted in the birth of four children, three of whom are living ; WUliam, the oldest son, resides on a farm near Piqua; Anna is the wife of
Capt. Henry Leggett, of the United States Army ; Fanny married Henry7 Starr, of
Elyria, Ohio, and Cornelia, deceased, married Angus Campbell, of Piqua. Mr.
Kitchen followed his trade for a number of years and then turned his attention to
farming, which he followed till about ten years ago, when his age and state of
health wamed him that he had better rest and live retired the remainder of his
life ; he is truly a self-made man ; when he started win life, he had a limited education, as, in that early day, the facilities were very limited ; he paid for the lot upon
which his house is built and for the material of which it is made by work at his
trade when he was 26 years of age, and was able to place his wife, whora he then
married, in a good, comfortable home ; from this good beginning in life, by industry and economy, backed up constantly by a never-faltering energy, Mr. Kitchen,
from year to year, has found his wealth constantly- and steadily7 increasing, till now,
in his old age, he is able to rest from the severer toils and cares of life, and to
enjoy .the fruits of his labors ; his long life has been characterized by the strictest
integrity, his means freely used for all laudable and charitable purposes, devoted
to Christianity, having been a member of the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church since
1832, and has held the office of Steward for forty-seven years ; 3Irs. Kitchen has also
been a member since 1833, possessing the attributes of a Christian wife and
mother; thus, hand in hand, have they traveled the journey of life, working for
and blessed with a competency- of this world's goods, and, at the same time, working for and laying up treasures for that better life.
H. C. LANDES, book-keeper, Piqua; is a son of Jacob and 3Iartha Landes ;
Jacob was a native of Bucks Co, Penn, and 31artha of Ohio ; their marriage was
celebrated in Piqua soon after the close of the war of 1812 ; they were among the
early settlers of this city, where both passed from the stage of life, 3Iartha in 1829,
and Jacob in 1852. H. C. was born in Piqua in 1824, where he has since resided;
in his boyhood days he acquired an ordinary education, which has since been improved and chiefly been the means of his livelihood ; in the earlier part of life he
commenced teaching, which occupation he pursued for a short period, after which
he was variously engaged until 1852, when he was appointed as Postmaster inthe
office of Piqua; eight months later he offered his resignation, which was accepted,
and he engaged as book-keeper for the firm of Lawton, Barnett & Co, dealers in
produce and flour, and commission merchants, of Piqua ; this position he filled for
a period of twelve years ; in 1865, the Citizen's Bank of Piqua was organized, in
which he was elected Cashier; this position he duly and honorably filled for a number of years ; in 1878, he entered the woolen-mills of F. Gray & Co, of this city,
as book-keeper, where he is now engaged. 3Ir. Landes has been twice married ;
the nuptials with his present wife, Elizabeth Van Home, were celebrated in 1864;
they are the parents of two children—Robert B. and 3Iarv; 3Irs. Landes is a
daughter of Col. Thomas B. A7an Home, of the war of 1812, in which he was a
noble and noted patriot.
B. LEH3IANN, physician. Piqua ; was born in Switzerland in 1825, where he
grew to manhood ; his early education was obtained in the common schools of his
native country ; in 1843, he took up the study of medicine at the 3Iedical University of Berne, where he remained until the fall of 1849, at which time he graduated
from the same; soon after, he commenced the practice of his profession, and was
also, for a time, engaged as military surgeon ; in the spring of 1852, he embarked
for the United States, landing in New York City, where he resided but a short time ;
he made various changes until 1856, at which time he settled in the wilds of
Miami; not seeing fit to make this his permanent location he returned East as far
as Vera Cruz, Ind, where he remained until 1865, at which time he located in
Piqua ; here he has since been favorably known as a physician. The Doctor has
five children—thi'ee in America and two in Germany7, to whom he paid his respects
by a visit in 1878, thereby having crossed the Atlantic three different times.
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AARON T. LEVERING, farmer; P. 0. Piqua; was born in Pennsylvania
Nov. 23,1829 ; is son of Fleeson and Elizabeth (Smith) Levering who were natives
of Pennsylvania; the grandfather, Thomas, was born in the same State ; the
parents, Fleeson and Elizabeth, came to Ohio, June, 1835, and located upon the
farm where 31r. Levering now lives ; they opened out and cleared up most of the
farm, there being but little done before their arrival, and lived and died upon this
farm. They were parents of nine children, viz, William S, Thomas C, Amanda,
dying in infancy, Aaron T, one without name dying in infancy, Dyer N , living in
Darke Co., Benjamin Franklin, Robert C. and Howard. 3Ir. Levering, our subject,
has always remained upon the home place ; he was united in marriage Aug. 10,
1853, with Caroline E , daughter of AVilliam and Alary (Wallace) Hunter, who
were both born in Pennsylvania ; her parents, WilUam and 3Iary, came to Ohio in
1811, and located in Washington Township, 3Iiami Co.; here he bought 160 acres
of land all in the woods, where he had to commence in pioneer style by cutting
out the timber and constructing a log cabin; in the purchase of the land, he had
quite a struggle in obtaining it; he was short of means to make a complete payment, and was working to make the balance of money sufficient to pay for it,
when a man appeared upon the ground wanting the same piece of land ; he had
money ready to pay for it and started for the land office on horseback to make
the purchase : 3Ir. Hunter saw that if he procured the land he must act immediately, so he started out and borrowed enough money to complete the purchase,
at once proceeded to the land office (which was then at Chillicothe) on foot, traveled night and day, made the distance and purchased before the man on horseback
arrived. Thus, through an iron will ancl constitution he accomplished his object ;
he continued to live on the same farm through his life, opening out the forests and
making improvements, built a good brick house, fine barn and other buildings for
comfort ancl convenience, finally buying and adding to his first purchase, so that
he became owner of 320 acres of as good land as is in this portion of the county,,
all.of which he accomplished by pure industry, diligence and economy ; in April,
1850. he desired to visit California and see something of the world, especially of the
mining regions ; he arranged the care of his family and farm, and with James, a
younger brother, on above date started for California by the overland route with
ox teams : he remained there about two years working in the mines most of the
time, after which he returned to his family and farm, where he remained till his
death. Dec. 14. 1879. being'74 years of age. 3Ir. Levering ancl wife, bv their
union, have had six cliildren. viz., AVilliam F , married to 3Iary 3Iultz, ancl living
on the old Hunter farm: Edward C, 3Iary Ellen, now 3Irs. 3Iarion 3Ic3Iaken;
Julia C. Joseph AA'. and Ward S.
L. LEONARD, grain buyer. Piqua. of the firms of Orr & Leonard and Orr,
Leonard & Daniels. Mr. Leonard, a native of Pennsylvania, was born in Perry
Co. in 1825 ; his parents removed to Aliami Co. in 1833. and settled in the vicinity
of Covington. AVhen about 16 years of age. he vvas apprenticed to learn the saddler's trade : after learning which, he was employed in various ways ; he was
appointed Postmaster at Covington, by Zachary Taylor, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of his brother Joseph Leonard : in 1850. he engaged in a
general merchandise store at Covington, with Jacob Lehman, afterward was a
partner with A. Routson. and continued merchandising until 1868, when he changed
and engaged in the grain trade there. In 1869, the firm of Orr, Kendall & Co.. of
which he was a member, was formed, and in the following year he removed his
family to Piqua. The history of this firm, and that of Orr & Leonard and Orr,
Leonard & Daniels, is the histoiy of Air. Leonard's business career in Piqua. which
has been a very successful one ; their business is vast, and their shipments of oil and
oil-cake are not confined even to this side of the Atlantic : Air. Leonard has not onlybeen one of the principal partners in those important enterprises, but has also been
identified with the friends of Piqua in all matters of general interest and benefit ;
he is a quiet, but active and thorough business man, a genial, social gentleman, and
a useful, respected citizen. His residence, located at the southwest comer of
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Downing street and Park avenue, is a handsome property, elegantly furnished,
where his wife presides with womanly grace and dignity. She was Miss Charity
Ellen, daughter of William Kendall, of Warren Co. They7 were married in 1857,
and have six children—Milla, now Mrs. J. F. Daniels ; Forest and Lee, now
students at the university at Wooster ; Willie, Grace and Lewis, children at home.
He also has one son, John H , a resident of Piqua, by a former marriage with 3Iiss
Hannah J., daughter of Robert Hamilton, which occurred in 1852, and her decease
in 1855. Mr. Leonard is a Director of the Piqua National Bank, Treasurer of the
Piqua Straw Board and Paper Co, also a stockholder and Director of the Spiker
Wagon Works Co. ; he raised a company of 0. N. Guards, in 1864, and was active
in support of the war for the suppression of the rebellion.
CONRAD LICKLIDER, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua ; was born in 3Iontgomery Co,
Ohio, in 1821 ; is the son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Giltner) Licklider, who were
born in Virginia and Kentucky respectively ; about 1812, Daniel came to Ohio,
and during the same year visited, with his uncle, some relatives in Kentucky, there
making the acquaintance of Elizabeth Giltner, who, in the next year (1813), he
made his wife, and located with her in Montgomery Co, where they lived till 1833,
when they came to Miami Co, settling about one mile north of the farm now
owned by Conrad ; they purchased an improved farm (as it was then called), consisting of 70 acres, at $7 per acre, there being just a log cabin with a split-puncheon floor, etc, everything of the most primitive pioneer kind ; at the same time,
many farms could have been bought for $4 per acre, but 3Ir. Licklider thought he
was getting some extra improvements ; he lived on this farm some six years, then
sold out and moved into Piqua, where he entered upon the mercantile trade, in
which he continued for about thirteen years, when he sold out and again bought a
farm of 160 acres, the same upon which Conrad now lives ; here he worked and
labored, improving the farm, with Conrad, their only child, till Jan. 6, 1367, when
he was taken from labors to reward, his wife living only till the 21st of the
next January, when she followed him to that :: bourn whence no traveler
returns." But now we will digress for a moment to remark that right here,
where Mr. Licklider and his neighbors toiled so hard to clear out and make roads,
rolling and piling up the logs, and burning them to clear them off the land, they
buy wood and coal to burn. Mr. Licklider, tha subject of tliis sketch, an only
son, as remarked above, remained with his father till his death. He was united in
marriage, Feb. 11, 1841, with Christophen Eckerd, daughter of Christopher and
Jane (Bowles) Eckerd; 3Ir. Bowles came from Germany when 12 years of age,
and she was born in Pennsylvania ; Christophen's father dying when she was only
a child, her mother was married again, and they moved to 3Iiami Co. when the
daughter was 10 years of age ; the fruits of their raarriage are three children, viz,
Abraham G. (who is married to Rachel Irvin, have four children, and live on the
old home place), Daniel F. (married to Callie Drake, and living one and a half
miles west, who have had three children, but only two living), and George W.
(married to Louisa Cathcart, who live on the old home farm, and have one child).
Mr. Licklider has a fine farm, with a good brick house, and also his sons on the old
home, both have good brick houses, with good barns and other buildings for comfort and convenience ; his health failing, he has retired mostly from hard labor,
and rents his farm on shares. Mr. Licklider and wife have been active members
of the church for thirty years or more, and are now desirous for the temporal and
spiritual welfare of their children, trusting to live in peace and quiet the reraainder
of their days, looking forward with faith and hope for that better life beyond.
JOHN E. LUCAS, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua. 3Ir. Lucas is a native of Virginia;
is a son of Basil and Aphariba (3Iussetter) Lucas ; they came from Virginia to
Ohio in 1836, and located in Clinton Co, from which they removed to Greene Co,
and canie to 3Iiami Co. in 1860, purchased 265 acres of land, known as the Townsley farm, which has since been added, till now the farm contains 316 acres, in an
advanced state of cultivation, with good buildings and a nice gravel drive to the
house, situated about a half-mile distant from the pike ; 31r. Basil Lucas, now in
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his 74th year, retired from active labor about twenty years since, and the farm is
•carried on by John E. and his brother Thornton H . ; Mrs. Lucas' decease occurred
in Greene Co.; she left four children—James W. (a resident of 3Iichigan), the two
brothers above mentioned, and Emma ; upon the latter, the care of the house
has devolved since the death of her mother.
J A3IES 3Ic31AKEN, farmer ; P. 0 . Piqua ; born in Butler Co, Ohio, in 1824 ;
is the son of John and Lydia (Catterlin) 3Ic3Iaken, he being a native of Kentucky, and she of Virginia ; they- were parents of ten children, viz, James, John,
Ewing (deceased), AVilson, George, 3Iartha, Ann (now living) ; the grandfather
(John) on his father's side, was also born in Kentucky, and the grandfather on the
mother's side (Joseph) was born in Virginia ; John and Lydia, the parents, came
to 3Iiami Co, Ohio, and located in Newberry Township, four miles west of Piqua,
in 1832, November 24, and opened out right in the woods, there being only four
houses between them and Piqua ; here they labored, cleared up the land, built
their houses and endured all the hardships of pioneer life, amid the howling of
wolves and wild beasts ; he lived to shoot the last wolf and the last deer that was
killed or seen in that neighborhood ; he lived and died on the same farm, dying
in the fall of 1872 ; his wife is still living, about 80 years of age. 3Ir, 3IcMaken,
our subject, lived with his father till about 23 years of age. In 1847, he was
united in marriage with Adeline Rike, daughter of John and Catharine Rike, who
were natives of 3Iaryiand, but came to Ohio at quite an early day ; by this union
they had eleven children, seven of whom are living, viz, 3Iarion, Bell, James,
Addie, Clara, Alice, Walter Scott and Lydia Catharine ; after their marriage they
lived with his father about one year; then lived on rented farms about five years;
bought 80 acres of land about three miles west of Piqua, where they lived one and
a half years, then sold and bought 160 acres in Newberry Township, where they lived
about eight and a half years ; finally7, sold, and bought 83 acres in Washington Township, where he now lives ; he has continued to labor here, improving and economizing, till now he owns 235 acres of land, besides some property in Piqua ; has
erected several buildings on his land, and now has everything comfortable and
convenient where he lives ; this has all been accomplished by close application to
business, industry and economy having been his mottoes ; starting in life with
no means, and now possessed of a competency for the balance of his life.
3IRS. 3IARGARET 3IcWILLIA3IS ; P. O. Piqua ; daughter of Absalom and
Amelia (Israel) 3Iartin. 3Ir. 3Iartin was a Captain under Gen. AVayne, and remembering the attractions of the Aliami Valley, sought a home here ; they came to
3Iiami Co. about 1839, and resided near Piqua until their decease. The subject of
this sketch was born near 3Iartin's Ferry, Ohio, April 8, 1808. A\7as married there
to Samuel 31c Williams, Feb. 3, 1823 ; they removed to AVayne Co. about 1830,
and came to this county about 1840. Air. AlcAVilUams was born near Alartin's
Ferry Aug. 4, 1805 ; he was a miller, and followed milling a short time; then
boated several years, after which he was for many years engaged in buying, improving, renting and selling residence property in Piqua ; his decease occurred
here, 3Iarch 14, 1880 ; 3Irs. 3IcAVilliams survives him ; her residence is on the
corner of High street and Broadway, where a married granddaughter, with two
great-grandchildren, reside under the same roof with her.
CONRAD 31 AY, proprietor hotel; P. 0 . Piqua ; is a native of Germany, bom
in Hessen in 1830 ; came to the United States in 1847, and to 3Iiami Co. in 1848;
Mr. 3Iay came to Troy a poor boy, ancl by industry ancl economy has steadily
grown to an important citizen ; he commenced work near Troy in the fall of 1848,
as a field hand husking corn by the day, and in the following spring commenced
work on the Knoop farm, where, in 1849, he bound the first sheaf of grain cut by a
reaping machine in 3fiami Co.; he continued to work on this place for seven successive years ; in September, 1856, he engaged in the grocery7 business in Troy,
which he continued until 1869, when he sold out and removed to Piqua, where he
had an interest in a retail drug store, the firm being 3Iay Brothers ; in 1873, he
purchased his brother's interest and continued the business until November, 1879 ;
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in 1877, he purchased the Leland House property and conducted the hotel until
August, 1879, when he sold the furniture, etc, and rented the house, hoping to be
released from business, but, the parties having the hotel rented failing, he was compeUed to again take charge of the house, and is now " mine host" of the Leland ;
thus, he has risen from a farm hand to a good position, able to live at his leisure if
he desires, and is one of the substantial men of Piqua; the hotel property consists
ofa lot ninety-one feet front on 3Iain street, and 165 feet on AVater street ; the
Leland House is a three-story brick structure, ninety-one feet front on Alain street and
120 feet front on Water ; he also has a livery stable fronting on AVater street, and
owns a handsome residence on AVater street, about three squares west from the
hotel. He married, April 8, 1858, Francisca Henne, sister of Joseph Henne. of
Troy7; the fruits of this union have been twelve children, eight of whom survive ;
the three last born were triplets, and all died in infancy ; his oldest son is now
a student of medicine at Philadelphia.
H. H. 3IEINDERS, grocer, Piqua. Piqua, like all cities of its size, is represented with nearly every branch of business. H. H. 31einders is a native of
Hanover, Germany, born July 25, 1841, and is a son of George and Harmten
Meinders, both natives of the same countiy, where George died and she now survives ; their children were twelve in number, of whom six are now living, our subject being the youngest son ; he was raised to European farm life, where he
obtained his education ; in 1865, he emigrated to America, landing on the 2d of
September in Cincinnati, engaging as farm laborer near the city two years : he
then came to Piqua ; after locating in this place he was variously engaged, among
which we mention the employment in Cron & Co.'s furniture factory. His marriage was celebrated with Alargaret Ehlers April 25, 1872 ; she was born in
Germany Sept. 8, 1849 ; by this union they have three children—George, Edwin
and Wesley ; 3Irs. 3Ieinders is a daughter of Jacob and Anna Ehlers.
W. B. 3IITCHELL, dealer in coal and wood. Piqua. 3Ir. 3Iitchell is a
native of Aliami Co, having been born in AA7asliington Township in 1817 ; he is a
son of AVilliam Alitchell. who was a native of North Carolina and pioneer of this
County, having removed from Tennessee to Ohio in 1806 ; he came to 3Iiami Co.
in the following year and settled in AVashington Township, where he continued to
reside until his decease, which occurred in 1857, he being in the 80th year of his
age; his wife, who was a AlcCorckle, and a native of North Carolina, died about two
years previous ; they had a family of seven children—3Ioses G, Joseph 31, 3Iargaret, Samuel S, 3Iary, Caroline P. and AA7. B.; AA7. B. and a sister who lives at St.
Mary's are the only survivors ; the AlcCorckles came to 3Iiami Co. in 1806 ; there
was quite a large family of them, but all are now dead ; 3Iartha AlcCorckle was
the wife of Benjamin Level; their license was obtained at Dayton, and this marriage was the first one celebrated within the bounds of Aliami Co. after the county
was organized ; 3Ir. 3Iitchell comes of pioneer stock ; his grandfather 3Iitchell
was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and served seven years, being at home but
once during that time ; his wife was a Grant ; two of her brothers were killed in
an engagement between a company of Kentucky frontiersmen, to which they belonged and a body of Indians who had committed some depredations in Kentucky
and were followed to Hamilton, Ohio ; during the Indian difficulty of 1812. 31r.
Mitchell's father had a block-house on his farm, and vvas Captain of a company of
" Home Guards " who were required to scout at least three days in each week ;
two of the older boys were soldiers and both narrowly escaped capture by the
Indians ; Moses G. was a recruiting officer here during the war of the rebellion,
and Joseph, though upward of 60. was one ofthe ^Squirrel Hunters " who went to
Cincinnati to defend the city in 1863 ; the subject of this sketch has been a continuous resident of AVashington Township, with the exception of about twelve
years, during which he was roving ; his early life was spent on the farm, and when
he had grown to manhood, he continued to farm until about 1856, when he left the
farm and came to Piqua and engaged in grain buying ; he built the warehouse
which is now the property of E. Farrington and Slauson, and operated in grain,
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etc., several years ; in 1863, he took a notion to try the West, and tried the grocery
trade in Wisconsin, miUing in Indiana, and farmed in Kansas about six years; he
retumed to Piqua in 1874 and soon after opened a wood and coal yard on West
High street, which he is now conducting. He was married in 1835, to Miss Lucilla, daughter of Alexander McCullough, who was an early resident of Concord
Township ; his decease occurred in 1857, he being in the 87th year of his age ; Mrs.
Alitchell is also a native of this county ; they have a family of four children—
Sarah J , now 3Irs. Charles H. Hill, of Kansas ; Burton C, now book-keeper in the
First National Bank of Richmond, Ind.; Agnes 31., a teacher ; and Elizabeth C,
now 3Irs. AA7. H. Vore, of Champaign Co.
DANIEL K. 3IOFFETT (deceased), farmer. Among the earliest pioneers
of 3Iiami Co. were the 3Ioffett family ; they were natives of Virginia, and, while
living there, Daniel's grandfather, George, and his older brother, John, were
captured by the Indians when boys, from 10 to 14 years of age, and carried
off into what was then called the Northwest; their father afterward settied in
Kentucky ; he here entered into negotiations with the French traders to try and
buy back his sons from the Indians ; in the meantime, every effort was made
through the military and other sources to recover the lost children ; at one time,
the Indians were encamped at Piqua, with George in their possession, when Gen.
Clarke, with a military force, came upon them by surprise and destroyed everything in their encampment, but the Indians effected their escape and carried
George with them ; at the expiration of about two years from the time of his capture, the French traders succeeded in buying him back, aud took him home to his
father ; John, the older son, was still in their possession, till, at the expiration of
about six years, the traders, while at Detroit, succeeded in obtaining John, who
was returned to his overjoyed parents; while in possession of the Indians, he was
with Tecumseh, and, it appears, was adopted as one of his family, and it is really
a wonder that they ever succeeded in buying him away from them; John, when
returned to his parents, had become a young man, and was finally one of the pioneers of 3Iiami Co, locating on the land now in the corporation of Piqua. where
he lived and died; George also came and located at Piqua, entered the east half
of Sec. 11, about two miles west of Piqua, where he lived and died. James D.
3Ioffett, his son, and father of Daniel, our subject, was born in AA7oodfbrd Co, Ky,
Feb. 17, 1798, and, when a small boy, came with his father to Aliami Co.; here
he grew up to manhood, under the sturdy influences of pioneer life, and,
on Nov7. 1, 1825, was united in marriage with Elizabeth J. Keyt, who was born in
New Jersey July 4, 1799, and was among the early settlers of this county-; after
a few years of married life, death came and bereft him of his loved companion;
Nov. 28, 1837, he was married to Elvira Adams. Daniel K. 3Ioffett, the subject
of our sketch, and son of James D. Aloffett, was boru on the home farm in Washington Township, Aug. 20, 1826; he lived with his father till his death, which
occurred when he was about 21 years of age, and, at this time, being the eldest
son, he took charge of the family and farm ; he was united in marriage in September, 1864, with 3Iary A. Bennett, daughter of Enoch and 3Iargaret (AVithgott)
Bennett; by this union they had born to them two children, viz. : Fletcher Scott
and 3Iargaret Elizabeth ; 31r. 3Ioffett continued on the home place tiU his death,
which occurred 3Iarch 25, 1879. Although not of advanced age, yet that terrible
destroyer, consumption, had marked him for its victim, and death finished the
work when he was only about 52 years of age ; but his life and character were
such as to ever be cherished in the memory of his family, friends and neighbors ;
he was diligent in business, honest in all his dealings, with commendable public
spirit, and uniform sympathy and kindness.
ISAAC S. 3IORRIS, Editor 31iami Helmet, Piqua; son of John and Ruth
3Iorris; was bom in Clinton Co, Ohio, Feb. 7, 1825, and was brought up as a
farmer, having such opportunities of education as were offered at that time by the
district school. Graduated at Farmers' CoUege in the year 1850. 3Iarried to
Edith T. Jenkins, daughter of Jacob and Hannah Jenkins, of CUnton Co., Oct. 16
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1851 ; was Superintendent of the Public Schools of Eaton, Ohio, from 1853 to 1860 ;
editor of the Eaton Register from Jan. 1, 1861, to Jan. 1, 1874 ; and editor of the
Miami Helmet since August, 1874. Mr. Morris has three children, two daughters and
a son ; the former are graduates of the high school, one, being also a graduate of
the Wesleyan Female College of Delaware, is assistant teacher in the Piqua High
School.
WILSON MORROW, farmer; P. 0. Piqua ; born in Butler Co., Ohio, Sept.
21, 1817 ; is a son of John and 3Iary (Robison) 31orrow. Our subject is a nephew
to the late Gov7. Morrow, of Ohio, whose name is prominently known in the State
history. Wilson grew to manhood, in his native county, as a farmer's son. In
1842, he married Rebecca 3Iorrow, born in Adams Co, Penn, Feb. 17, 1822.
Soon after their marriage, they located in Shelby Co., Ohio, on their farm, consisting of 160 acres of unbroken forest. They spent a quarter of a century on their
property, during which time it was taken to a good degree of cultivation and improvement. In 1868, he sold out, and purchased his present lot, of 5 acres in the
Third Ward of Piqua, wThere he is finely situated, with all the conveniences necessary ; the following year he purchased 122 acres in Sec. 22, Washington Township,
Miami Co.; this has since been cultivated by renters, but frequently receives his
supervision. 3Ir. and 3Irs 3Iorrow have had born to them one child, 3Iary 31. E ,
June 16, 1864.
ANDREW 31. 3IORROW, farmer; P. 0. Piqua ; born on the farm where he
now resides, Nov. 17, 1833 ; is a son of Richard and Frances (Clark) 3Iorrow,
natives of Pennsylvania, who were united in marriage July 5, 1814, and, in the
fall ofthe same year, moved first to Highland Co, Ohio; thence in spring of 1815,
to Miami Co., and settled on a quarter-section of land three miles south of Piqua;
the country was then an almost unbroken forest. In the summer of 1817, they
erected a double log house with a two-story front, which they occupied on the 20th
of December ; upon this homestead they spent the remainder of their lives, with
the exception of a five years'residence in Piqua, returning to the farm in 1861.
Mr. Morrow was a millwright in his youth, but after his settlement in Ohio, he
devoted his life to agriculture. Their married life covered a period of half a century. He died May 28, 1864, 76 years of age; and she on the 12th of August, of
the same year, aged 75 years. They were the parents of seven children—Joseph
M, bom 3Iarch 11, 1815, who was killed by the fall of a roof-pole from the house
on the farm of Judge Adams, two and one-half miles south of Piqua ; Robert A ,
born April 11, 1818. died Nov. 19. 1846; Hugh C. born Oct. 9, 1820, died Sept. 5,
1874 ; James, born'Dec. 20,1822 ; 3Iilton, born Feb. 14,1825 ; William, born July
31, 1828 and Andrew 31. Mr. 3Iorrow was one of the early pioneers, and endured
his share of their hardships; was prominent and active in that early day in the
organization of the schools, churches and public enterprises of that period, being
one of the organizers of one of the first churches of Piqua. He was Colonel and
Major ofthe militia, and was generally7 designated as3Iaj. 3Iorrow ; was Township
Trustee for many years, also County Commissioner for several years. He and wife
were members of the Presbyterian Church for the greater period of their lives.
Our subject has always resided upon the old home place, and married, April 8,
1858, Eliza E , daughter of Daniel and 3Iargaret Drake ; they had three children—
Ella Frances, born May 16,1860 ; 3Iargaret Caroline, born 3Iay 14,1862. and Harland D , born Sept. 5, 1873. 3Irs. 3Iorrow died Oct. 30, 1873. Dec. 27,1876, 3Ir.
Morrow was married to OUve L , daughter of James and Sarah Ann (Parker) Dennis, he a native of Ohio, and she of New Jersey; issue, two children—Clifton P.,
born Oct. 28, 1877, and Eliza D , born Oct. 14, 1879. 3Ir. Morrow and wife, like
their parents before them, are faithful members of the Presbyterian Church. They
have a fine farm of 136 acres of land, with good improvements, constituting a very
pleasant home and farmer's residence.
FRANCIS L. MORROW, deceased ; a son of John 3Iorrow, an early resident
of Washington Township, and related to the Johnstons and Scotts, of Piqua; was
bom on the farm in Washington Township Oct. 14, 1818 ; when about 14 years
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of age, he entered the store of William Scott, and afterward was given an interest,
in heu of salary. In 1843, he married 3Iiss 3Iercy, daughter of Samuel and Hannan (West) AVinner, who were residents of the vicinity of Piqua; in 1844, he
retired from the partnership with Mr. Scott, and established a dry-goods store,
which he continued to operate, sometimes with partners, until 1873, when he, with
many others, was crushed by the financial pressure of that year; after this, he was
occupied indifferent pursuits until his decease, which occurred Jan. 15, 1877 ; he was
an active, enterprising, useful citizen, often called to fill official positions of trust;
his wife and four children—John, Fanny L , Walter J. and Stephen J.—survived
him, and are still an undivided household ; the residence is a handsome property,
richly furnished, situated on Caldwell street, between North and Greene streets;
Mrs. 3Iorrow is a native of AVarren Co, Ohio, and an intelligent, cultured lady.
JA3IES 3I0RRIN, farmer: P. 0. Piqua; born in Washington Co, Penn, in
1809; is the son of AA'illiam and Elizabeth 3Iorrin, he being a native of Ireland,
and coming to this country in an early day ; they immigrated to this county
on the 9th day of April, 1821, and located at Piqua, where he followed
farming for about seven years, when he bought the farm now owned by 3Ir.
Howell, on Sec. 35 in AATashington Township, where he lived and died, being
thrown from a horse and killed in September, 1839. James Alorrin, the subject of
our sketch, lived with his father till his majority, when he started out in the world
for himself; he worked by the month at various places for about eight years, when
he bought 80 acres adjoining his father's home place, on Sec. 35. He was united
in marriage with Nancy 3Iorrow, daughter of Daniel and 3Iary (3Iacklen) 3Iorrow,
who were both natives of Pennsylvania, and came to Ohio at an early7 day, locating
first near Cincinnati, where they lived several years, then in 3Iontgomery Co, and,
after a time, came from there into 3Iiami Co., where they lived and died ; by this
union they had ten children, and all are now living, viz, William 31, who is married, and lives in Pennsylvania; Thomas D , who married, and lives in California;
George W, married, and lives in Colorado; James 31, married, and lives in Kansas ; Agnes S, single, and living at home ; John W. and Daniel L , single, and also
in Colorado; Barton R, single, and with his brother William in Pennsylvania;
Mary F , single, and living at home; and Watson E , single, and also living at
home. 3Ir. Morrin, when he located on his land forty-two years ago, commenced
right in the woods, except a very little opening of about 4 acres ; he started out
in pioneer style, built his log cabin, in which he lived several years, toiling on from
year to year, clearing up the land and making such improvements as time and
means would permit; finally adding more land, by purchase, to his farm, till now
he has 140 acres, a large brick house, good barn, other buildings for convenience
and comfort, and all made by his own industry and economy ; he has, in connection with all this labor, assisted his neighbors in their log-rollings, and raising
their log houses, in all directions around him ; but now he can sit in peace and
comfort, " under his own vine and fig-tree," which has been well earned ; he and
his wife have been members of the Church of Christ for forty years.
R. 3IANARD 3IURRAY, manufacturer, Piqua ; born in Concord, Lake Co,
Ohio, Nov. 28,1841 ; is the son of Robert 3Iurray, who for many years was engaged
in purchasing cattle on a large scale and sending them East for sale. His mother,
Sophronia (Parmalee) Murray, came to Ohio from Otisco, Onondaga Co, N. Y, and
was descended from old Puritan stock. Her parents emigrated from Connecticut
to the State of New York, prior to removing to Ohio. The subject of this sketch
received the usual elementary training afforded by the district schools, and, when
about 14 years of age, entered an academy at Kirtland. where he remained about
one year ; he theu became a student at a 3Iethodist institution at Willoughby,
Ohio, and in 1857, went to Oberlin College, where he spent two years, not taking
a regular course, but selected his studies ; on leaving Oberlin, he attended the Law
College at Cleveland, conducted by Judge Hadyn, graduated, and was admitted to the bar. On the outbreak of the rebeUion, he enlisted in the 100-day service ; returning to Cleveland, he entered the law office of Ranney, Backus & Noble.
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In 1864, he enlisted in the 100-day service, and became a member of the 150th 0.
N. G, who garrisoned the forts about Washington, and participated in the fight
before Washington, with a part of Early's rebel corps, July 10 and 11, 1864.
After returning from the service, he engaged in the cattle trade in Iowa, remaining
there, however, only one year, then returned to Ohio, and became collector for the
First National Bank, at Painesville ; in October, 1867, he became book-keeper, and
in January, 1871, was elected Cashier. He was a member of the School Board of
Painesville three years, and Treasurer of its funds four years. In the spring of
1878, he was elected 3Iayor, was also at the same time executor of a large estate,
and, in addition to these public financial and fiduciary duties, he owned a farm of
100 acres which daily received his supervision. Feb. 1. 1879. he resigned his
position in the bank, and arranged his financial affairs with a view to removing to
Piqua, for the purpose of engaging in the enterprise known as the Piqua Handle and
Manufacturing Co. Having formed a partnership with 3Ir. O. D. Gray, who had
previously been interested in a like enterprise, in AVattsburg. Penn, they commenced business, Nov. 10,1879, the style of the firm being Gray & Alurray. The
experience and ability- of the firm assure the success of the enterprise; indeed, it
has already become one of the substantial and important industries of Piqua. 31 r.
Murray7 is a well-informed and public-spirited citizen : he is also an able speaker,
and often called on at public ancl political gatherings; social and agreeable as a
gentleman, courteous and affable in all business relations, and a royal entertainer
at his home.
WILLIAM AV. O'FERRALL, ofthe firm of John O'Ferrall & Co, proprietors
of the Piqua Car and Agricultural AVorks, Piqua. Air. O'Ferrall. born in 1836, is a
son of Dr. John O'Ferrall, Sr, whose history is noticed in the early history of
Piqua ; he is a native of Piqua, and has resided here all his life ; when a young man,
he was engaged for a short time in the boot and shoe trade; in 1851, he became a
constituent member of the firm of 0'Ferrell. Daniels & Co. proprietors of the Piqua
Car and Agricultural Works, and has been identified with all the history of these
works since, most of his time being occupied in traveling in the interests of the
company. He married, in 1859, Aliss 3Iary E.. daughter of C. Foreman; they had
one child, who died ; their residence is a handsome property near the north end
of 3Iain street.
JOHN O'FARRELL, 31. D, Piqua. Among the leading men of Piqua, Dr,
O'FarreU is prominent; he is the son ancl successor of Dr. John O'FarreU. Sr, one
of the first physicians of Piqua, having located here in 1819 ; the subject of our
sketch was born in 1824, graduated from the Louisville Aledical College in 1843,
and began practice in Piqua the same year; in 1848, he went to California,
whence he was summoned to return by the decease of his father, which occurred
in 1850 ; from 1851 to 1862, he was engaged regularly in practice here ; then
entered the army, in which he served about two years, being 3Iajor of the l l t h O.
V. C, since which time he has been engaged in practice most of the time; his
attention being diverted by the building of the woolen-mill in 1869, and of the
Lock Flouring 3IU1 in 1872, in each of which enterprises the Doctor was a leading
partner; also rebuilt the Car and Agricultural AVorks in the fall of 1872, the
former buildings having been burned that summer. Dr. O'FarreU has been identified with and a prime mover in securing several important industries in Piqua,
and has been not only a leading physician, but also intimately identified with the
manufacturing interest and measures of public benefit. He was married in 1843,
to Miss Sarah, daughter of John AlcCorkle; her decease occurred in 1846 ; they
had one child, who died in his youth ; in 1853, he was united in marriage with
Miss Jane Kirk ; her death occurred in 1869 ; they had four children, two of whom
survive—Dr. Robert O'FarreU, of Denver, Colo, and John, now 12 years of age ;.
His marriage with Mrs. Addie L. Thompson was celebrated in 1874; she is a
daughter of James Edwards ; she had one child by her former marriage—Nelly
M. Thompson ; from this latter union have been born two children—Kate and
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Mary. His residence and professional office is located at the comer of Main and
North streets, and is an elegant property and pleasant home.
A N D R E W PATTERSON, retired, P i q u a ; is a son of William P. and J a n e
(Hamilton) Patterson, both natives of Pennsylvania; their marriage occurred
about 1796 ; he died in 1831, and she in 1838. Their children were nine in number, of whom three are now living, Andrew being the eldest; he was born in
Fayette Co, P e n n , June, 1806, where he grew to manhood ; in his boyhood days
he obtained his education in the subscription schools, as the free-school system
was not then known in Fayette Co.; his earlier life was that of a farmer's son ; in
1834, he came West, locating in Spring Creek Township, Aliami Co, and Oct. 27,
1835, he married Rebecca Craig. In October, three years later, she died, leaving
one son, WiUiam C. Andrew afterward married 3Irs. Elizabeth (Stewart) Sayers ;
in 1841, he located in Piqua, and not seeing fit to remain there he returned to
Spring Creek Township, where he continued farming until the spring of 1854.
Having had (shortly before) bestowed upon him by the citizens of 3Iiami Co, the
Treasurer's office, this necessitated him to locate in Troy. This office he duly and
honorably- filled with credit to himself and satisfaction to the county; in addition
to this, he has held the most prominent offices of his township ; in 1865, he
returned to Piqua, opening out a hardware establishment, which he conducted
until 1872, then retired from its duties, and now resides in his quiet home unmolested with business thoughts. The children, by his last companion, now living,
are J o h n S , engaged in the Piqua National Bank, and Andrew H , engaged in the
Railroad office of the D. 31.. at the crossing of the C . C. & I. C.
J O H N PATTERSON.farmer ; P.O.Piqua ; born in Shelby Co, Ohio,in 1819 ;
is the son of J o h n and Elizabetii (Anderson) Patterson, who were both born in Ireland ; he came to this country in 1810, and she in 1815 ; they- were parents of eight
children, viz, John, AVilliam, 3Iartha, now deceased ; Jane, also deceased ; Robert,
living in California; Alexander, living in Shelby Co.; James, also living in
Shelby Co, on the old farm, and Elizabeth, who is now dead ; John, the father, died
in 1849 ; and Elizabeth, the mother, died in 1874. 3Ir. Patterson lived with his parents till his marriage, which occurred in 1846, when he was united to 3Iary Ann
Hunter, daughter of Joseph and Jane Hunter ; by this union they had two children
—William A. and 3Iary E.. both living at home. After 3Ir. Patterson's marriage,
he lived on a rented farm for three years, when he bought the farm where he now
resides, having lived on it thirty-one years, during which time he lias cleared up a great
part of his farm and built all the buildings on the place, having a good brick house,
tine barn, and other comfortable and convenient structures ; he has been, like most of
his countrymen, a great worker, and his industry and economy have wrought out
for him a good home and a sufficient competency. Since his first purchase of land,
he has added more to his possessions, till now he owns a fine body of land comprising 247 acres.
AVILLIA3I PATTERSON, farmer ; P. O. Piqua ; born in Shelby Co, Ohio,
Feb. 11, 1821 ; is the son of John and Elizabeth (Anderson) Patterson, both
born in Ireland ; lie emigrated to this country in 1816. and she came, in 1814, to
Pennsylvania ; they left Pennsylvania and came to Shelby Co. in 1817 ; they were
the parents of eight cliildren, five of whom are living, viz, John, AA'illiam. Robert,
Alexander, James. The parents lived and died in Shelby. 31 r. Patterson lived
at home with his father till 1853. when he went to California, remained about three
years, working in the mines, when, in 1857, he returned to Ohio, bought a farm in
Washington Township and located. On Oct. 15,1857, he was married to 3Iargaret
Crozier, daughter of J o h n and Jane (Patterson) Crozier; by this union they had
six children, five of whom are living, viz, John, Emma, Anna, Cora and Lee. Mr.
Patterson remained eight years on his farm, when he bought the farm where he
now lives and moved to it with his family, where he still resides ; Mr. Patterson
is a large land-holder, being owner of 360 acres, comprising two farms. Mrs.
Patterson departed this life March 21, 1875.
x
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WILLIAM M. PURSELL, manufacturer, Piqua. 3Ir. Pursell is a native of
Indiana, born in Dearborn Co. in 1840 ; his parents removed to Cincinnati when
he was a boy, and he received the benefit of the city school privileges until about
15 years of age, when he became engaged in mercantile pursuits, in which he continued about twelve years, then came to Piqua and became connected with the
manufacturing estabUshment with which he is now connected, but then operated
by a different firm ; he has continued with this establishment since, and is now the
junior member of the firm of John O'Ferrall & Co., proprietors of the Piqua Car
and Agricultural Works, and has charge of the details of the business. Mr. PurseU is an honored member of the 3Iasonic Order, and is the High Priest of Piqua
Chapter, also Regent of the Royal Arcanum ; he is one of those genial, good fellows who are selected to bear the honors and burdens of non-paying official positions, and is withal a useful, respected citizen. He entered the U. S. Army in 1862 ••
was a Lieutenant on Gen. 3IitcheU's staff, but rheumatism compelled him to resign.
His residence is a handsome property on Wayne street, between Green and North
streets. He married, in 1864, 3Iiss Fannie E , youngest child of Dr. John
O'Ferrall, Sr, who was one of the pioneer physicians of Piqua, and an esteemed
citizen ; they have one child, 3Iiss Clara.
FRANCIS RAIN, farmer; P. 0. Piqua; born in Philadelphia in 1802 ; is a
son of Thomas and Elizabeth (Case) Rain, both of whom were born in Philadelphia, their ancestors coming from England with William Penn ; they were parents
of six children, all now deceased except two. 3Ir. Rain, our subject, was thrown
upon the world by the death of his father when he was only 6 years of age ; there
were then five little children, and, their parents being without means, the cnildren
were placed out and scattered here and there, just as places could be found for
them ; Francis was bound out by his mother to Isaac Hawkins, till 17 years of
age ; when his time expired, 3Ir. Rain sought and obtained a situation to learn
the blacksmithing trade, at which he served four years, when he anived at his
majority, and hired out at $9 per month ; he continued work at his trade till 1838,
when he emigrated to Ohio, locating at Wapakoneta, but, not finding business
to suit him there, came to Piqua and went to work at his trade, at which he continued for six years ; then he bought out the shop and tools of his employer, and
carried on the business till 1856, when he came and located on the farm where he
now lives, having bought the farm about five years previous. 3Ir. Rain was united
in marriage, in 1823, with Sarah Roney, daughter of Silas and 3Iary Roney, who
were both natives of Pennsylvania; by this union they had thirteen children,.
viz., Lewis, Elizabeth, Silas, William (deceased), Thomas (deceased), Deacon C,
Mary, Sarah Ann, John H , James Phinley (deceased), Clara Jane, Harriet Eliza
and Frances I. 3Ir. Rain, when locating upon his farm, opened out right in the
woods, and had to clear up and erect his buildings and make all improvements,
during which he had to endure the hardships and deprivations incident to pioneer
Ufe ; he now owns two good farms, consisting of 152 acres, most of which he has
brought into good cultivation ; he has good buildings on both farms, and everything for comfort and convenience; this was all accomplished through his own
industry and economy, being thrown upon the cold, unfeeling world when a mere
child, having to work his way through without any means and a very limited education ; but now he has a competency-, and can live in comfort the remainder of his
days.
WILLIAM RAYNER, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua ; born in Sheffield, Eng, in 1817 ; is
son of John and Elizabeth Rayner, who were born in England, but emigrated to this
country in 1830, and located in Piqua ; he (the father) was a minister in the M. E.
Church before coming to this country, remained such during his life, and as a minister
was very well known in Piqua and the surrounding neighborhood ; he departed this
life in 1871, being about 76 years of age, and his wife died in 1872. 3Ir RaynerT
our subject, came to this county and located in Piqua about half a century ago,
where he lived and followed his trade—that of a carpenter—tUl about twenty-eight
years since, when he moved on to a farm, and has since foUowed farming; in 1864,
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he located upon the farm where he now resides ; he has 60 acres of good land, 50
of which are in cultivation, with a good house, barn, and other buildings, comprising a very pleasant home, situated about two miles from Piqua. Mr. Rayner was
united in marriage in 1843, with Rachel Scudder A^alentine, daughter of Richard
Valentine; by this union they had two children, viz, James B. and Anna E. ,he lost his wife by death, in 1849. In 1850, married Catherine J. Barret, daughter of William and 3Iaria Barret, both being born in Connecticut; by this union
they had seven children, of whom five are living, viz, 3Iaria (deceased), Mary, Emma
(deceased), Luella D , Edwin B. and John A. 3Ir. Rayner has, since his marriage,
located on and opened out three different farms right in the woods, doing most of
the carpenter work in building on each of the three farms ; he has been a constant
worker, and by his industry- and economy has made sufficient to live in comfort
the rest of his life. He was formerly- a Whig, politically, and then Free-Soil, and
since, a stanch Republican, combined with Prohibition. 3Ir. Rayner is an active
member of the 31. E. Church, his membership dating back for nearly half a century ; has been class-leader for many years, and local preacher for about thirty
years.
JOSEPH SAWYER, of the firm of Sawyer & 3Iartin, paper manufacturers,
a native of Piqua, is a son of Joseph and Elizabeth (Campbell) Sawyer, and grandson of John and 3Iary Campbell; John was born in Ireland and 3Iary was a
native of Scotland ; they came to Piqua about 1810, and bought a large tract of
land, comprising more than half of the principal portion of the present city of
Piqua; Elizabeth was born here in 1818, near where she lived, raised a family and
died, when 59 years of age ; she was one of the leading women of her day, an
earnest Christian, a wise and affectionate mother and an estimable worker in all the
departments of church and charitable work; Joseph Sawyer, Sr, was a native of Warren Co, and came to Piqua in 1831, and married Elizabeth Campbell in 1840, aud
died here in 1859 ; he was a wool-carder by trade, but, was possessed of more
than ordinary- education, having been a school teacher in his younger days ; after
coming to Piqua, he became a land speculator, and bought and sold many- tracts of
land in the 3Iiami Valley, and was quite successful, and became quite well off; he
was identified with the interests of Piqua, being a member of the Council a number
of years and was President of the Council when he died. The subject of this sketch
was one of twin boys, born Oct. 8, 1851; he received a liberal education and
was a member of the senior class of the city High School, in 1869 ; he spent
three years at the carriage and blacksmith trades, and in 1874, on account of ill
health, went to California, and after a stay of about six months retumed very much improved ; he subsequently established a collection agency in Piqua, which he prosecuted until Jan. 1, 1880, when he closed up all accounts, with a view of engaging
in some business enterprise ; the death of H. E. Loomis, who had just got the
manufacture of paper bags under way, presented an opportunity which he secured,
and in 3Iarch, the firm of Sawyer & 3Iartin was formed, and at this time arrangements are being perfected for the manufacture of flour sacks and grocer's bags, in
which they will employ from twenty to thirty hands; the firm are also general dealers in
paper, twines, etc. ; this firm is composed of young men, but they are not without
experience, and their business promises to become an established industry in Piqua.
Mr. Sawyer was married Oct. 12, 1876, to 3Iiss Rose L , daughter of Dr. G. S.
Hyde, whose biography- also appears in this work.
JA3IES E. SHELLENBERGER, 31. D, Piqua ; wasbom in Covington, 3Iiami
Co, in 1846; his education was acquired inthe schools of that place. In August,
1862, he enlisted as drummer boy in Co. B , 94th 0. V. I , under Capt. John Drury7,
of Troy ; he was mustered out of service in June, 1865, and returaed home ; soon
after, he took up the study of medicine under Dr. John Sensman, of Tippecanoe
City ; this study he industriously pursued until the winter of 1867 and 1868, when
he attended the Jefferson Medical College, of Philadelphia, from which he graduated in March, 1869 ; he has since practiced six years in Covington, two years in
Tippecanoe City, and since 1877, has been favorably known as a physician dn
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Piqua ; he is a promising young man. His marriage with Emma Chaffee was celebrated Nov. 24, 1875 ; she is a daughter of S. L. Chaffee, of Tippecanoe City.
JOSEPH SCHLOSSER & CO, tobacconists, Piqua. Joseph Schlosser was born
in Prussia, in 1849, where he enjoyed the schools of his native country until 1868,
when he, with his parents, embarked for America ; they first settled in Cincinnati,
and two years later they located in Piqua. In September, 1874, Joseph married
Caroline Stelzer, who was born in Piqua in 1853 ; three children are the fruits of
this union, viz, Joseph, J r , Clara E , and George J. 3Ir. Schlosser is head of the
firm known as Joseph Schlosser & Co, tobacconists ; they have been liberally
patronized by country retailers, and fill large orders in their own city.
MAX SCHROEDER, florist and gardener, Piqua. Another of the enterprises of Piqua that deserves more than a passing notice is the floral and vegetable garden of Max Schroeder ; it is located in the northeast part of the city, where
he takes particular pride in raising and producing fine flowers, in which his experience here and at other places has enabled him to make it a success; his garden
affords a place of pleasure for many of the citizens of Piqua in leisure hours ; Max
was born close to Berlin, Germany, Aug. 6, 1855, where he grew to the age of 15
years, when he, with his parents, immigrated to America, locating in Cincinnati;
about 1874, he went to St. Louis, engaged in his present business, and remained
until the opening of his garden in Piqua. Alay 25, 1880, he married Helen Holtzermann, a native of Piqua, a daughter of J. D. Holtzermann, whose biography
appears in this work.
CHARLES SCHROEDER, hardware merchant, Piqua. 3Ir. Schroeder is one
of the young and promising business men of Piqua ; he is a a native of Prussia,
born near Berlin in 1856 ; came to the United States in 1870, and to Piqua in
1875, where he was employed as salesman in the hardware store then operated by
Shannon & Davis, later by Shannon & AVall, and still later by AVall, of whom
Mr. Schroeder purchased it Jan. 1, 1880, and, having added largely to the stock, is
now carrying a full line of heavy and shelf hardware at the old stand, 118 Main
street; Mr. Schroeder speaks both German and English, and is a wide-awake business man ; his success thus far promises increased prosperity in the future ; should
he continue, as he expects to, his experience as a salesman and thorough business
habits, will enable him to advance the reputation of this old, well-known establishment. He was married, Jan. 1, 1880, to 3Iiss Amelia, daughter of W. F.
Croner.
WILLIAM SCOTT, merchant and banker, Piqua; was born in Jessamine
Co., Ky, Sept. 25, 1801 ; a brother and himself are all that survive of the family
of seven children of Hugh Scott and 3Iary 3Ioffatt; his father came from North
Carolina to Kentucky in 1784, and, in 1808, became a pioneer of Piqua, Ohio,
where, for many years, he filled the office of Justice of the Peace, his jurisdiction
embracing a circuit of thirty to forty miles, extending from Ft. AVayne to Dayton;
he died in 1850, aged about 80 years. William Scott received his early education
in the old pioneer log schoolhouse, where, in those early days, the facilities were
very limited. Feb. 14, 1823, he embarked in business as a merchant, with a capital of $120, without friends or credit, and in competition with a firm with a capital of $10,000, in a small town of about 200 inhabitants; by economy, industry
and close application, he was soon able to extend his business, including within his
scope all that pertained to a complete frontier trading-store ; at this time, there were
no railroads here, or even pikes, and his goods were hauled in wagons from Cincinnati, the wagons being first loaded, at his store, with produce of v-arious kinds
taken in exchange from the surrounding country, for goods, and hauled over the
muddy roads to Cincinnati, there sold or exchanged for such merchandise as he
needed for his trade, the wagons reloaded and started for home, where they would
arrive after a tedious journey of several days; for twelve years he bought and
sold all the pork raised in the county, making large shipments to the best markets ;
in 1829, he found it advisable to buy the property upon which he is now located,
and bmlt a business house, into which he moved his stock; here he continued his
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occupation, which, through his industry, good management and honorable dealing,
had won him many friends and a great increase of trade, which, together with the
growth and improvements of the town, demanded that he should buUd larger and
more commodious rooms for the convenience of his growing and extensive business ; in 1855, he built the large brick block known as " Scott's Block," which is
three stories high, and where he has very pleasant and commodious rooms, into
which he moved his stock, and has since dealt chiefly in dry goods ; in 1847, he
was made President of the Piqua Branch of the State Bank of Ohio, and remained
such till the State Bank was merged into the Piqua National Bank in the spring
of 1865, of which he was elected President, and has so continued to the present
time ; in 1872, 3Ir. Scott built a large extension to the building put up in 1855,
being two stories high, all brick, with five business rooms on the ground floor, so
that the whole ' ; Scott's Block " now consists of six business rooms on the first
floor ; in addition to his regular business, 3Ir. Scott has also dealt largely in real
estate. Here we have recorded an uninterrupted mercantile career of fifty-seven
years, extending over a period of time duiing which several financial panics
occurred, sweeping away the property of scores of old and prominent business
men, and yet 3Ir. Scott never experienced a failure in business ; and, during a third
of a century in which he has been a Bank President, his name has never been on
any of its discounted paper, either as indorser or principal; it is questionable
whether such a record can be found in the histoiy of any business man in the
country ; he was formerly connected, as Director and Treasurer, with the Piqua &
Columbus Section of the Pan Handle Railroad, and was also a stockholder in the
Dayton & 31ichigan road ; he was formerly a member of the AVhig party, but,
latterly, a Republican of stanchest cast; public-spirited and enterprising, he has
been a very liberal supporter of local enterprises of merit, and has always contributed freely to the public improvements of the place ; he has ever been a warm
friend to educational progress ; vvas for about twelve years a member of the Piqua
Board of Education, ancl. while serving in that capacity, took a very prominent
part in securing the erection of the union school building of that city, furnishing
the money for that purpose, and thus most effectually assisting in the success of
the enterprise; he holds his religious connection with the Episcopal Church of
Piqua, having been a leading member of that denomination for many years ; he
has been specially distinguished for his inflexible integrity and promptness in all
his dealings, coupled with great caution and more than ordinary shrewdness in
business; the quiet and unostentatious manner in which he has contributed to
worthy objects of charity has also been very marked. On Oct. 4, 1826, he was
united in marriage with Jane, daughter of John and Catherine Alorrow, who came
from Baltimore, 3Id, and settled in the neighborhood of Piqua at an early d a y ;
this union resulted in the birth of seven children, two of whom died in infancy;
the oldest surviving son, John Alorrow Scott, is a partner with his father in the
dry-goods house of Jolm AI. Scott & Co.; he married Helen Talmadge in 1858;
James Scott is a hardware dealer in Piqua, ancl is unmarried : Alary L , the oldest
daughter, is the wife of Collins H. Jordan, formerly of Piqua, now a resident of
Chicago ; Jane, the second daughter, married James Johnston, of Piqua. iu 1857 ;
she died in 1864; the other daughter. Sarah 3Iatilda. still resides at home. 3Irs.
Scott died Feb. 21, 1876, respected and beloved by all who knew her. AVe .here
have chronicled, upon the pages of this histoiy. a life remarkable for all those
sterling qualities which insure success, and which will stand forth as a bright and
shining example, to be seen and read by future generations for all time to come.
Since writing the above, 3Ir. AVilliam Scott has passed away ; having been
stricken with paralysis, he died June 1. 1880. after an illness of but two days.
John 31. Scott has been chosen to fill the positions of President and Director of
the Bank, made vacant by his father's death.
R O B E R T SHANNON, retired, P i q u a ; born in Northumberland Co, P e n n ,
April 18, 1805 ; is the son of David and J a n e (Sample) Shannon, who were bom
in Pennsylvania and were parents of eight children ; all grew up to manhood, but
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three only are now living, viz, Samuel, Elizabeth Scott and Robert, who is the
subject of our sketch. He was united in marriage, in 1829, with 3Iary Defrees,
daughter of Joseph Defrees; they had seven children, of whom three are now
living, viz, Elizabeth D, John D. and 3Iary; Elizabeth D. is married to George
W. Young, and resides in Piqua ; John D. is married to Bessie 3IcDonald, and
also resides in Piqua, and 3Iary is married to Robert Lamb, of Bellefontaine, Ohio,
where they reside; Jane S, who is now deceased, was married to D. L. C. Ball, of
Piqua. Mr. Shannon, in 1827, left his native State for Ohio, starting on foot, and
walked till he reached Pittsburgh, where he took " deck passage " on a steamer for
Cincinnati, and from there he walked through to Piqua, being at this time 22 years
of age ; he located here and went to work at his trade (the cabinet trade), which
he followed about seven years, when he entered into the mercantile trade, which he
followed many years, some of the time in Piqua and a part of the time in Covington ; during his business connections in Covington, his residence was still in Piqua,
his brother-in-law having charge of the business at Covington ; for seven years,
Mr. Shannon held the office of Constable and also 3Iarshal of Piqua ; after the
war, 3Ir. Shannon engaged in the hardware trade for about three years, when he
retired from active business, as his failing health warned him that he needed quiet
and rest; he owns a nice residence, retired from the more active business portion
of the city7, where he prefers to live in quiet enjoyment the rest of his life.
ENOS SHELLABARGER, farmer; P. 0. Piqua; born in 3Iontgomery Co,
Ohio, in 1845 ; is the son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Ward) Shellabarger, he being
born in Pennsylvania and she in Ohio ; Samuel, the father, came from Pennsylvania,
and located at New Carlisle, Clark Co, Ohio, where he followed the tanning business
for about six years ; thence to Covington, 3Iiami Co, where he engaged in the mercantile trade for about six years ; thence to 3Iontgomery Co, where he bought a
farm, which he cultivated, residing there up to the present time ; they are parents
of twelve children, six of whom are now living ; those deceased are John, James,
Ira, Thomas, Joseph and Amanda ; the living—3Iargaret, AAilliam Newton, 3Iary,
Enos, Harriet and 3Iahlon. Enos, the subject of our sketch, remained with his
parents until after his majority, when, on the 13th of June, 1867, he was united in
marriage with Rebecca Weybright, daughter of Daniel and Nancy (Kinsey) Weybright, who were both born in Ohio ; by this union they have had eight children,
viz, Elizabeth, Ada (now deceased), Elmer G, Ira AV. (deceased), Alice, Gertrude,
Hattie Bell, 3Iaggie 3Iay, Almira and Leroy ; 3Ir. Shellabarger, after his marriage,
moved from 3Iontgomery Co. to 3Iiami Co, and located upon the farm on which he
now resides ; he has 109 acres of good land, mostly in cultivation ; has made many
improvements, remodeled his barn, and now has very good buildings, comfortable
and convenient, making him a nice and pleasant home ; he is a member of the
German Baptist Church.
RICHARD AV. SHIPLEY, butcher, Piqua; born in Alaryland Dec. 7, 1811 ;
is a son of Vachel and 3Iary (Leeke) Shipley, who were born in 3Iaryland ; they
had twelve children, of whom three are now living—Columbus I. (living on Agricultural farm, near Washington, Aid.), Rebecca (married to John Thompson, living
thirty-five miles from Baltimore), and Mr. Shipley, our subject, who lived
with his father till 18 years of age, when he went to learn the butcher trade with
Isaiah 31ercer, at Ellicott's Mills, 3Id. ; there he remained two years. Aug. 1,
1833, he was united in marriage with 3Iary, daughter of AVilliam and Ellen
{Botomly) Westerman, by whora he has had twelve children, six of whom are
now living—Francis M. (born June 2, 1835), Richard AAr, Vachel R, Alary E ,
Joshua W. and Lucy 31, all married and settled in life, and all living in and near
Piqua, except Francis and Lucy, the former living in Xenia, and the latter in
Jamestown, Ohio; 3Ir. Shipley, after his marriage, or in 1834, came to Ohio, and
located in Springfield, where he followed his trade till 1842, when he moved to
Piqua, and there opened out in his trade, where he has remained ever since in the
same business, thus making the almost or quite unprecedented record of one who
bas followed the butcher business continuously for half a century. Mr. Shipley is
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a n active member of the 31. E. Church, dating his membership back to 1828, thus
showing a Christian life of over half a century ; has been class-leader and steward
for thirty-two years, and was trustee for several years ; 3Ir. Shipley is a strong
advocate of temperance ; has raised all his children to manhood, and to this time
has never known one of them to go into a saloon and take a drink of liquor in
their lives. In this sketch of 3Ir. Shipley we have manifested a- continuity of
mind, fixedness of purpose and an integrity of character rarely witnessed, and
perhaps more rarely among those of his trade and line of business.
J O H N SHRODES, retired, Piqua; was bora in Jefferson Co, V a , in 1817,
where he procured his education in the common schools; in 1833, he emigrated to
Fairfield Co., Ohio, where he engaged in farming until 1850, at which time he came
to Greene Co. His marriage was celebrated in Fairfield Co, Ohio, in 1834, with
Barbara Dessells, whose death occurred in her native county (Fairfield); the issue
of this union were two children—John W. and Emanuel, deceased. On 3Iarch 15,
1877, he married, for his second wife, Hannah I , widow of the late Col. Foster, of
P i q u a ; he was born in Lebanon, Warren Co, Ohio, Feb. 10, 1821; his early education was acquired in the common schools ; the prime part of his manhood days
was devoted to the blacksmith's trade, from which he retired, after several toilsome years, and began the study of law; this he pursued, perusing the pages of
the best authors ; through industrv and intellect, he rose to the eminence of a leading attorney. About 1845, he came to 3Iiami Co, locating in Piqua ; after becoming a citizen of the same, he held the most prominent" offices of this county; in
the fall of 1861, he entered the United States service as Lieutenant Colonel, where
he soon rose to Colonel, which position ill health necessitated him to resign, at the
end of eighteen months, and return home ; his illness, contracted while in service,
gradually wore him down to the last days of his life, which ended, Feb. 28, 1873,
the earthly career of a loyal and noble man. 3Irs. Shrodes was born in Warren
Co., Ohio, Aug. 11, 1823. and is a daughter of Samuel and Hannah I. (Clevenger)
Chamberiin, both natives of New Jersey, and died in Lebanon—she in 1851, and
he in 1863.
CHARLES W. SI3ION, proprietor of Border City Hotel, Piqua, which is one
of the needed enterprises of every town and city; in this business he has been favorably known since 1875. Our subject, born in Piqua in April, 1847, is a son of
J . C. and Barbara A. Simons ; there he grew to manhood, and, during his minority,
he enjoyed the schools of Piqua to a medium degree; at the age of 19 years, he
opened a restaurant in the Pan Handle depot, in which he met with fair success,
and followed until the opening of his present business. In November, 1871, he
married 3Iary L. Kohler, who was born and raised in this city, being five years the
junior of C. W.; they have one daughter—Caroline D , born Dec. 25, 1879.
RICHARD SLAUSON. grain merchant and capitalist, Piqua. Among the
business men of Piqua, who deserve more than a passing notice, is 31 r. Slauson ;
he is a native of Connecticut, born in 1825 ; his parents removed to New York
State when he was a lad ; his father was a farmer, but he was schooled to business from the age of 14 years ; he married, in 1846, 3Iiss 3Iaria H. Rexford, ancl,
in 1847, they came to Piqua, where he engaged in the dry-goods trade until 1851,
when, on account of his health, he retired from that business, and operated in
different ways until 1857, when he became a member of the firm of Farrington &
Slauson, grain dealers : the firm is now also interested in the oil-mill of Wood,
Farrington & Co.; tlieir business is perhaps the most extensive of any firm in
P i q u a ; Mr. Slauson has been one of the important business men of Piqua for
more than thirty years, and is a respected, useful Christian citizen ; his residence,
on the southwest corner of High and Downing streets, is surrounded by a spacious yard, and is one of the handsomest residence properties in the city. Mrs.
Slauson died in 1818, leaving one child—a son.
H E N R Y S3IITH3IAN, farmer; P. 0 . Piqua ; is a son of Henry, Sr, and
Charlotte Smithman, both natives of Germany, where both passed away, he, in
1826, and she about 1843. Our subject was born in Germany in 1816, and raised
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to viUage life ; there he procured a good German education ; in 1834, he emigrated to the United States, first locating in Pennsylvania, where he engaged in
the iron furnace four years ; at the expiration of this period, he commenced farming, buying and selling land; this he continued until 1865, when he came to
Miami Co., locating in Spring Creek Township ; a few changes have since been
made, and he now owns 36 acres in Miami Co, of which the part on which he
resides lies in Fourth Ward of Piqua. Nov. 5, 1840 (in Pennsylvania), he married Agnes Wagner, of Germany, born, 3Iarch 7, 1819 ; eleven children have been
b o m to them, of whom seven are now living, viz. : William, John, Edward, 3Iary,
Lydia, Agnes and Henry.
J . H. H. S P I K E R , livery, Piqua ; was born in Alleghany Co, Md., August,
1830, where he grew to the age of 18 years, of which a part was town life ; having
access to good schools, he acquired a fair education ; in 1848, he went to Virginia, where he was variously engaged for seven years ; in 1855, he came to Piqua,
where he opened a carriage factory, buying and selling horses ; four years later,
he sold a part of his interest, and opened the stable he now is operating ; in 1860,
sold the last interest in the carriage works, which are now known as the ' : Spiker
Wagon AVorks ; " his attention has since been devoted to every part of a firstclass livery-stable, and he continues to buy and sell horses; his ability for his
present occupation has awarded him fair success. In July, 1850, in A7irginia, he
married Eliza AlcCarthy, a native of the same State (Virginia); her death occurred
about 1873 ; the fruits of this union are Ella, Elizabeth. Callie, Annetta and
J o h n ; 3Ir. Spiker married for his second wife Elizabeth Painter, of 3Iiami Co, a
native of New York.
W. S. and S. K. STATLER, farmers ; P. O. Piqua ; are the sons of George and
Elizabeth (Knoop) Statler ; their father was born in Dauphin Co, P e n n , in 1798,
and came to Miami Co, Ohio, with his parents about 1804 ; their mother was born
in Miami Co. in 1806, and was married in 1829 ; they had four children, all now
living, viz.: James W , who is married, and settled in Van Buren, Ark. ; Will Sabin,
who is single and lives on the home farm; Harriet also lives at home with her
brother Sabin and is u n m a n i e d ; and Samuel K , married to Clara E. Kinsman,
and lives also on the home farm, and are parents of one child, viz, Lizzie K. ;
George and Elizabeth, the parents, were among the very early settlers of the county;
opening out right in the wilderness ; living in the old log cabin for years, and by
dint of hard labor, industry and economy, clearing up the farm, and making improvements as time and means would permit; before their death they were in the
possession of three good farms of 160 acres each, with good buildings and everything needed for comfort ancl convenience ; she died in 1871, ancl he in 1873,
having fulfilled their mission well and leaving a goodly portion of this world's
goods for their children to enjoy, without the hardships and deprivations which
their parents had to endure. Elizabeth's brother, Jacob Knoop, was the first white
child born in the county, Nov7. 30, 1798; Samuel K , is the Land Appraiser for
Washington Township, having been elected to fill that office last October ; AA'illiam
S , and H a n i e t his sister, are members of the Presbyterian Church, in Piqua, his
membership dating back about five years, and hers about eighteen years.
D. C. STATLER, farmer and stone merchant; P. O. Piqua ; is the son of
Christopher and Frances Statler, and grandson of Christopher Statler, who was
one of the early pioneers of Aliami Co, settling here in about 1801, and died in
1824. Christopher, the father, was born in Pennsylvania probably about 1787,
and emigrated with his father to Ohio when he was quite young ; the grandfather
was a native of Switzerland. The father, Christopher, was united in marriage with
Frances AVinans, 3Iay 27, 1810 ; she was born in 1791 ; they had thirteen children,
of whom four are now living ; in this early day there were but few settlers scattered here and therethrough the county : Piqua at that time was all in the "bush,"
there being then only7 two houses in the town with shingle roofs ; one, a store kept
b y Armstrong Brandon, the other a tavern kept by a man by7 the name of Ewing ;
t h e Indians were very numerous at that time, but were generally friendly, stiU they
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gave the people much anxiety, and caused them to keep heavy locks and bolts
upon their doors ; during the war of 1812, some of the Indians joined with the
British, and committed several murders ; a man by the name of DUbone and his
wife were killed by them, living about four miles east of Statler's farm ; and another
man by the name of Gerard, about four miles south ; 31 other Statler remembers
distinctly- all these events ; they endured all the hardships and deprivations of such
pioneer life ; there were then no churches, but occasionally the 3Iethodist circutit
preachers would come around and hold services in some of the settlers' houses ;
they carded ancl spun their own wool, made their own clothes, etc.; were happy
and contented, much more so than those of the present clay, surrounded with all
the comforts and even luxuries that heart need desire ; thus, as time and improvements advance, the ways and modes of living, and desires of the people are constantly changing ; what is now so fine and superb to us. may 100 years hence be
far excelled by the people of future-age; Alother Statler joined the 3Iethodist
Episcopal Church in New Jersey, in 1808, having been a faithful and firm adherent
to the faith for seventy-two years, thus showing a duration of active Christian life
almost or quite unprecedented in the annals of the church ; most certainly in the
last great day, she will have a crown of rejoicing. D. C. Statler, the subject of our
sketch, was united in raarriage with Jerusha Smith in 1849; daughter of Oliver
and Ruth Smith, of Dayton, Ohio ; they had seven children, of whom five are now
living ; 3Ir. Statler resides on the old home farm, with whom his aged mother, now 89
years old, lives ; they have all the comforts and conveniencies of life, on the same
place where the mother endured so many hardships in early life, but now she can
pass the remainder of her days in quiet, peace ancl happiness, in the care of her
loved and devoted children.
JA31ES STARRETT. retired. P i q u a ; 3Ir. Starrett, one of the old residents
of Piqua, was born in Clark Co, in 1813 ; came, when a boy, vvith. his parents to
Shelby Co, where his father died in 1829 ; in 1831, he came to Piqua to leam the
cabinet-maker's trade, at wliich he afterward worked in different places ; while in
New York he went on a whaling expedition, which occupied about two years, and
during which he witnessed some exciting scenes and vvas conscious of some narrow
escapes ; in 1839. he engaged in the dry-goods trade in Piqua. but. being unfortunate in the choice of a partner, soon sold o u t ; in 1845, he engaged in the drug
trade, Judge 3Iitchell being his partner : lie continued in the business about fifteen
years, then became a partner with AA'm. AA'. AVood in the grocery trade, and also
conducted a cooper establishment; in 1863, he sold out here and removed to Indianapolis, where he was a member of the firm of Sawyer & Co.. wholesale grocers,
until I860, when he returned to Piqua. and has resided here since, living a quiet,
retired life. Air. Starrett has been identified with the history of Piqua for a halfcentury, ancl is now one of its substantial citizens ; his residence, situated on the
southwest corner of Caldwell and Ash streets, is a substantial, commodious building, which, by its surroundings aud furnishings, indicates culture and comfort. He
married, in 1840. Elizabeth J , daughter of John K. AIcFarland, who vvas a pioneer
of Lost Creek Township, and owned carding and fulling mills, also a saw-mill on
Lost Creek ; afterward, became a resident of Troy, and was a leading and influential man in his day ; Airs. Starrett is a native of 31iami Co.. one of a large family
reared in the early days of our county history, and remembers well when her
fathefs carding machine took the place of the old-fashioned hand cards, and now
views with pleasure the comforts of modern improvements.
J O S E P H C. TE3IPLETON. retired. Piqua : born in Newberry Township,
Miami Co., Dec. 25, 1811 : is a son of Lemuel and Elizabeth Templeton. both
natives of Franklin Co, Penn.. where they married ; in the same year that Joseph
was born they emigrated to Ohio, locating in the unbroken forest of Newberry
Township, where they took their farm to a good state of improvement and cultivation ; Lemuel died Oct. 6, 1836. and Elizabeth July 9, 1842 ; their children were
eight in number—Sarah, deceased ; Joseph C , 31ary A , Eliza J , 3Iaria, James,
deceased ; Beulah and 3Ialinda. Our subject was raised to farm life and obtained
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his education in the common schools of Miami Co.; he remained at home assisting
his father until 1839, when he started in life for himself; twelve years later, he
purchased his present farm of 172 acres, in Newberry Township, which he cultivated until 1865, when he removed from the farm to his present dwelling on Chestnut street, Piqua; there he is comfortably situated, where he and his younger
sister are enjoying a quiet and undisturbed home.
A. J. TEMPLETON, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua; born in Newberry Township,
Miami Co., Ohio, in 1833 ; is the son of David and Eliza (Davis) Templeton, who
were both born in Pennsylvania; came to this county and located in Newberry
Township, in 1814, about the close ofthe war of 1812, where they lived and died,
he dying in 1858, and she in 1857. The grandparents on the father's side, came
from Ireland, and on the mother's side from Scotland. 3Ir. Templeton remained
with his parents till their death, when the home place was sold, and he bought
the farm upon which he now resides, which was in the spring of 1862. He was
married in the fall of 1856 to Nancy J. Darner, daughter of Jacob Darner,
who was a native of 3Iaryiand ; by this union they had four children, viz, AA7illiam
L , Charles D , Sallie (deceased) and Harry Edgar. AVilliam, the eldest, is now
in Covington, this county, studying the profession of medicine, the others are
living at home. Mr. Templeton has a good farm of 80 acres, which he has greatly
improved since he purchased it, and has erected all the buildings except the house,
now having a very pleasant and comfortable home ; he lias given great attention to
the education of his children, the oldest, as stated above, taking the profession of
a physician. He is a member of the Christian Church.
AUGUSTUS TH03IA, jeweler, Piqua. 3Ir. Thoma, a native of Germany, was
born in Baden in 1819 ; came to the United States in 1832 ; learned his trade in
New York, and worked there several years. In 1838, his health not being very
good, he took a trip West for recreation, and was so well pleased with the prospects of this Western country, that he concluded to make it his home, ancl has been
a resident of Piqua ever since. He worked as "jour" for Reimund A\7ilman a short
time, then bought him out, and, following the Franklin maxim, " The shop keep
him who keeps a shop," he has attended closely to his trade and business in connection, and has been successful, and is now one of the substantial aud respected
citizens of Piqua, connected with some ofthe important industrial enterprises lately
inaugurated here. His store is located at 197 Alain street, where he keeps a fine
stock of jewelry and silver-ware, and, being a practical workman of long experience, he does a large business in repairs, and also manufactures jewelers' tools.
His residence is a part of the store-building, and has been his place of residence
since 1845. He married, in 1840, AVilhelmina Sauerman, a native of Hanover,
Germany, aud, at the time of her marriage, a resident of Piqua : both she and her
husband were orphans from early youth; they have two sons and one daughter
living—A. F , who is traveling and selling jewelers' tools and materials ; Albin, who
is also engaged in the business with his father and brother, and Caroline, a young
lady at home.
JAMES P. TURK, farmer; P. 0. Piqua; born in the State of New York, in
1810, is the son of James and Rachel Turk, both of whom were born in New Jersey ;
the great-grandfather came from Holland; the mothefs ancestry were among the
Huguenots who were driven out from Rochelle, France, on account of their religious belief; the parents lived and died in the State of New York ; they were the
parents of seven children, viz., James P.,3Iary, AVilliam, now deceased, Ann. Elizabeth, EUen and Oscar. Mr. Turk, the subject of our sketch, was united in marriage with Hester 3Ierritt, daughter of Nathaniel and Elizabetii 3Ierritt; by this
union they have had eleven children viz, 3Iary, Joseph, deceased,AA7illiam, Nathaniel,
deceased, James, Margaret, Charles, deceased, and four others dying in infancy;
Hester, the mother, died Aug. 2, 1879, aged 71 years. Mr. Turk moved from New
York State to Ft. Wayne, Ind, November, 1842, where he lived tiU September, 1849,
when he came to this county- and located on the farm where he now resides ; he has
a farm consisting of 166 acres, mostly in cultivation. His son James works the
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farm, and 3Ir. Turk gives the most of his attention to dealing in stock. He is, and
always has been, a great advocate in the cause of education, and has taken a great
interest in the schools by his own support and advocacy of good teachers and good
schools.
F. W. AV ALTON, physician, Piqua ; was born Nov. 3, 1813, in Connecticut,
and when but a child was left motherless ; thereafter, he was under the jurisdiction of his uncle, in 3Iadison Co, N. Y , where he acquired his primary- education ;
early in life, he had access to his uncle's medical library, but his preceptor was
the well-known Dr. S. H. Potter, of Syracuse, N. Y , now in Hamilton, Ohio. In
1855, Dr. Walton graduated from the Syracuse 31edical College, of New York, and
the same year passed an examination, and holds a diploma from the Eclectic Medical Institute of Cincinnati; two years later, he located in Piqua, where he has
been favorably known since ; he is among the older physicians of the city. His
nuptials with Clarinda Hall were celebrated in Lenox, 3Iadison Co, N. Y , Dec. 11,
1834 ; they trod the path of life for nearly twoscore years, when she passed away ;
the issue of their union was two sons, Samuel AA7. and Frederick L , who both
became druggists, which they followed during life ; in 1874, the Doctor married for
his second wife Ada Peterson, born in Staunton Township, Aliami Co, Ohio; she
is a daughter of Ralph Peterson, in honor of whom the station (Peterson) on the
D. & 31. Tft. R. took its name.
A. AVENDEL, jeweler, Piqua. Among the business men of Piqua who deserve
mention, is 3Ir. AA7endel; he is a native of Rhenish-Prussia, born in 1821 ; came
to the United States in 1850 ; spent a little more than a year in Dayton, whence he
came to Piqua and commenced business as a traveling jeweler ; in 1856, he established himself in business here ; has conducted it ever since, and built up a reputation and business which have placed him among the leading business men of
Piqua ; he has been a property-holder here since 1853, and is now one o f t h e substantial citizens ; his residence is located on Sycamore street. He married, in
1851, Aliss Fanny Friedlich, sister of A. Friedlich. whose biography appears in this
work ; they have had seven children, six of whom are living—Jacob (who is now
assisting in the store), Samuel. Helen (now 3Irs. A. Simon, of Greenville), Bertha
(now 3Irs. Sol. Rosenfeld, of Portland, Oregon), Rosa and Sadie. 3Ir. Wendel has
always taken an active interest in the public welfare, and his children are all
graduates of the high school; Bertha was elected teacher after her graduation,
and taught about three years with great acceptance. 3Ir. AVendel was one of the
constitutional members of the Ansheemeth congregation, and has acted as Rabbi
since its organization.
I. J. AVHITLOCK, Piqua. Air. AVliitlock is a native of Ohio, born in Butler
Co. in 1828 ; his youth was spent on a farm until 18 years of age ; he then commenced working at the carpenter's trade, which he has followed ever since; he
came to Piqua in 1853, and vvas employed at carpentering exclusively until 1860,
when he purchased of Willis Buckles the sash, door and blind factory at the corner of Broadway and Boone streets, which he rebuilt and enlarged in 1869, and is
now. in addition to his regular factory work, engaged in contracting and building,
and also deals in builders' material; 3Ir. AA'hitlock is both an architect and
draughtsman, executes his own plans, and. understanding the details of his work,
is enabled to secure a high degree of efficiency, being, indeed, the leading contractor and builder of the city. He married, in 1853, 3Iiss 3Iary 3IcGuire, also
of Butler Co.: she having died in 1854; iu 1856 he married 3Iiss 3Iargaret,
daughter of Zachariah Flomerfelt. of Shelby Co.. formerly a resident of the vicinity
of Piqua. 3Ir. AA7hitlock's residence is at the corner of Boone street and Broadway, opposite his factory. He has a family of four children—Wilbur F , Alary E ,
J o h n E. and Harry E.
S T E P H E N AVID NEY, retired farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0 . Piqua; bom in
Franklin Co, P e n n , April 9, 1806 ; is the son of John and Alary (Johnston) Widney, who, in 1810, sold their farm and a mill property and removed to Ohio, then
known as the " backwoods ; " they settled in Miami Co, three miles northwest of
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where the city of Piqua now stands, but which then consisted of two log cabins ;
he bought a quarter-section of land, with 3 acres cleared and a log cabin on it, and
entered three quarter-sections adjoining, one for each of his three sons ; his uncle,
John Johnston, then Government Agent for five or six of the Indian tribes, brought
his family at the same time and settled within one mile of them; at that time,
there were no settlers outside of their location, and, with the exception of
three or four families, from two to four miles on the south of them, the Indians,
for the first year, were their only neighbors, but they were not troublesome, with
the exception of stealing two of their horses, one of which they never recovered,
and, occasionally, their fat hogs, when running in the woods, although that was
often done by others, on the Indians' credit; the first year, they raised potatoes
sufficient for their own use ; the next y7ear, nearly all their own provisions; and
the third year, they had grain to sell to new settlers. They had nine children—
three sons and six daughters ; their first cabin was about 20x24 feet, and, besides
their own family occupying the beds, they often had eight or ten Indians to sleep
on their blankets on the floor. During the war of 1812 to 1815, some of the settlers went into " block-houses ; " the country was patrolled by rangers, and,
although the Government kept and fed from 2,000 to 3,000 Indians, in the immediate neighborhood, to keep them from joining the English in Canada (which many
of them did), yet no serious depredations were committed in this vicinity, though
some were in other parts of the county. In 1815, the first schoolhouse vvas built,
a round log cabin about twenty-four feet square; the first teacher was a young
Kentuckian, returning from the war, who fought his last battle with Harrison where
Tecumseh was killed ; he taught one quarter, and wore out about one black-haw
switch every day, often taking a whole bench-row at a time, in order, as he said, to
make them mind their books ; in 1818, a number of the settlers joined together
and built a brick schoolhouse, twenty-five feet square, with a good fireplace in each
end, a jointed floor, benches and desks of slabs ; a teacher was employed at 8500
per year, paid by subscription, and taught most of the time for about seven years ;
and here 3Ir. AATidney, the subject of our sketch, with a number of other boys,
graduated as : ' Bachelors of General Knowledge," which consisted in being pretty
well grounded in the three R's—honest reading, 'riting and 'rithmetic—and a smattering of English grammar ; this house was for years used as a church, on Sabbath
Days, and here, on alternate Sabbaths, the 3Iethodist circuit riders dispensed the
Gospel with no uncertain sound ; most of them were " sons of thunder,'' and 3lr.
Widney, when a boy. has heard old Abbot Goddard. on a still evening, from the
schoolhouse to his father's, a distance of three-fourths of a mile through the woods ;
not many went to sleep under the Gospel ministry in those days. In 1818. 3Ir.
Widney's father was elected, by the Legislature, one of the Associate Judges for
the Court of Common Pleas, for the county, and served in that capacity for seven
y7ears ; the Court was held in a log building which would not now be thought good
enough for a stable ; and raany persons attending Court, for want of other accommodations, had to stop at a private house ; yet the scales of justice were held with
as even a balance as now, and not half t h e . ' : r e d t a p e " to untie to come at a
decision. After the peace with England in 1815, the county began to settle up
rapidly, and, soon, to wear the aspect of civilization; everything was low-priced
but dry goods and groceries; wheat, 25 cents per bushel; corn, 10 cents; oats, 6
cents ; but the people raised flax, dressed and manufactured it themselves, carded,
spun and wove their own wool, made it up at home, and were generally prosperous
and happy. In 1827, 3Ir. Widney cast his first vote for John Quincy Adams, and
since voted with the AVhig, and latterly with the Republican party, when he thought
such vote would best subserve the public interest, but has always been an independent voter; in 1836, 3Ir. Widney's father, after a life of honest enterprise, came
to the close of his 71st y7ear ; then death came, in a quiet hour, and found him a t
peace with his God and surrounded by friends ; his mother lived on for nine years,
and then her vigorous frame and active spirit felt the weariness of age, and she,
too, laid herself down to rest by the side of him with whom, for nearly fifty years,
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she had traveled life's dusty r o a d ; they sleep in Upper Piqua Cemetery, with
many of their old pioneer associates, who, with them, helped to redeem the Upper
Miami Valley from a savage wilderness, and make it the luxurious home of future
generations ; may their sleep be sweet, and honored alike be the humble mound or
statelier stone that marks their graves.
" When spring, with dewy fingers cold,
Returns to deck their hallowed mold,
She there shall dress a sweeter sod
Than fancy's feet have ever trod."

On Feb. 12, 1839, Mr. Widney was married to Eleanor Hunter, daughter of Joseph
and Jane (Eaton) Hunter, who came from Franklin Co, P e n n , in 1812, and settled
within one mile of his fathefs ; by her he had one s o n — J o h n W , now living on a
farm two miles north of Piqua ; Aug. 12, 1842, his first wife died ; Jan. 1, 1845,
he married Eliza J . Williams, daughter of Samuel and Eliza (Armstrong) Williams,
of 3It. Auburn, Cincinnati; by her he had four children, three now living—Samuel
W , Eliza J. and 3Iary J . Mr. Widney has always been engaged in agriculture,
principally in stock farming, grazing of cattle and feeding hogs, and has succeeded
in most of his enterprises ; in 1865, having acquired what he considered a competence, he sold most of his landed property and bought a suburban residence
adjoining Piqua, with seven acres of ground attached ; here, with a farm one mile
from town which he retained to himself, and which he superintends, he finds ample
exercise for his age and capabilities ; having been always accustomed to an active
out-door life, he feels that, while health and strength permit, he can enjoy no other;
with one of the largest private libraries in the county, he finds that rainy days are
not necessarily gloomy, and that, while youth has its hilarious mirth, age may have
its calm enjoyments.
T H 0 3 I A S J. AVILEY, tanner and currier, Piqua. He was born in Piqua, 1835,
and is the son of Thomas and Hannah Wiley, who were early residents of Piqua ;
Thomas J , has always resided here ; he began working at the tanner's trade when
a young man, and has since followed the business ; in 1868, his step-father, Joshua
Worley, who established the tannery in the south part of the town, being deceased,
Mr. A\7iley took it in charge and has been the principal manager since ; the firm,
T. J. AViley & Co., are now carrying on the tannery and are also dealers in leather
and shoe findings of all kinds ; their store, over which 3Ir. Wiley presides, is located
on High street, fronting 3Iarket space ; Mr. AViley is one of the present old residents ; he is a leading member of the Green street 3Iethodist Episcopal Church, and
a useful, respected citizen. He married, in 1864, 3Iiss Tillie, daughter of Josiah
Finfrock, who was also an early resident of Piqua.
ISAAC H. WILT, grocer, Piqua. He is the son of Isaac, Sr.. and Elizabeth
Wilt, who were both natives of Pennsylvania, where she died in 1868 ; Isaac now
survives in his native State. Their children were nine in number, Isaac H ,
being the second youngest; he was born in Adams Co, Penn, in 1846, and was
raised to the life of a farmer's son ; his education was obtained in the common
schools of his native State ; at the age of 20 he engaged in a grist-mill, which he
followed three years in Pennsylvania ; at this time he came AVest, engaging in a
mill at Dayton, Ohio, where he was under the employ of a good milling firm a
period of seven years; owing to his ill health, which had been brought on by exposure in the mill, he was necessitated to flee from its duties; this being in 1877;
he came to Piqua and opened out his present business on south 3Iain street, he
carries a full line of groceries and notions, and has built up a healthy trade. In
1872, his marriage was celebrated with Flora A. 3Ielhorn, who was born in Adams
Co, P e n n , in 1844 ; two daughters are the fruits of their union, 3Iaggie 3 1 , and
Imogene E.
CHARLES T. W I L T H E I S S , tobacconist, Piqua. 3Ir. Wiltheiss, a native of
Germany, bora in 1844, came to the United States in 1855, and to Piqua in the following y e a r ; he has been engaged in the manufacture of cigars from a boy, and
commenced business for himself in 1861 : he is now senior member of the firm of
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Wiltheiss & Chryst, manufacturers of cigars and dealers in tobacco ; in addition to
their city retail trade, they do a jobbing business, keeping a team on the road constantly ; 3Ir. Waltheiss takes a great interest in archaeology, and his collection of
antiquarian specimens is extensive, and includes some very ancient and rare samples ; his contributions to the archaeological department of the Smithsonian Institution are valuable. He married, in 1866, 3Iiss Rosa, daughter of Daniel Schnell;
they have four children.
K. L. WOOD, dealer in and breeder of French and Clyde horses, Piqua. K.
L. Wood takes special pride iu breeding and raising fine horses, which are second to
none in the county ; a portion of his stock was exhibited at the AVorld's Fair in
England (being their native country), where they were awarded the highest honors.
He was born in Union Co, Ohio, in 1824, and raised on the farm, where his education was advanced to a limited degree ; he being brought up on the farm, gave him
access to the handling of stock from childhood, in which his utmost delight was
placed ; he remained in his native county until coming to Piqua in 1870, during
which time he bred and raised stock; his investment in horses is perhaps more
than any7 other in 3Iiami Co. ; he is now located in Third AVard of Piqua, one of
the finest locations to be found ; it affords a grand view of the town, and is but
little disturbed by the unpleasantness of dust and noise. 3Ir. Wood is Guardian
of the H. E, Loomis Paper 3Ianufacturing Co, one of the leading enterprises of
that place. In October, 1848, he married Hannah Coe, a native of Union Co, Ohio :
three years later she passed away : two children were born to them, now both
deceased. He married, for his second wife, 3Iary 31. Smith, of Union Co, also ;
their companionship continued for a period of fourteen years, when death seized
her and she was consigned to the silent tomb, April 16, 1872 ; by this union five
children were born to them, of whom two are now living—Lewis BL and Rosa. Oct.
10, 1876, he married Lizzie Spencer; one child, 3Iattie, was born to them, now
deceased. 3Irs. Wood is a native of Belfast, Ireland, but has been a resident of
Miami Co., since 1863.
MRS. 31 ARY J. WRIGHT is a member of the 3IcCorkle farmily, whose settlement in Miami Co. dates back to Indian days. Her grandfather, Joseph 3IcCorkle,
came from Tennessee at a very- early day. John, the father of 3Iary, being at that time
a boy of 15 years. John married a Aliss Alargaret Walker, formerly of Baltimore,
Md.; they had seven children, of whom Mrs. AVright was the eldest. 3Ir. John
McCorkle died about 1830, his wife surviving him many years, dying about 1860.
Mrs. Wright was first married to Rev. David 3IcDonald, and they had five children—Bessie, Sarah (deceased), John, 3Iargaret and Robert. 3Ir. AA7right, her second
husband, was from Urbana, and belonged to an old family of Champaign Co.; he
too, is now dead, and 3Irs. Wright makes her home in Piqua.
YAGER & CRONER, proprietors of the omnibus, baggage, mail and express
line of Piqua. This is perhaps the most important enterprise of this city, a convenience and interest to many persons in various ways ; they, as a firm, have been
known since February, 1875, at which time Croner purchased the interest previously owned by C. Humes. W. F. Croner was born in Germany, in November,
1828, and is a son of Christopher and Caroline Croner, who, four years later, emigrated from Germany- and located in Piqua, where he continued his original trade
of baker; his death occurred about 1838, and Caroline's in 1865. Four children
were bom to them, of whom our subject is the second ; he has resided in this city
and watched its progress for the past forty-eight years, and is said now to be the
oldest German resident living in Piqua ; here he was raised, and obtained his education in the city schools ; when young, he learned the harness trade, which he
necessarily had to quit to regain his health ; he then engaged in driving stage
from Piqua to Dayton, Ohio; this was continued until 1850, when he changed
occupations, engaging in a dray line in Piqua until the present partnership was
formed. Upon June 19, 1851, he married Hannah Almarea, bom in Germany
in July, 1830; she came to America with her parents when 6 years old; the chU-
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dren of Mr. and Mrs. Croner are 3Iinnie, Caroline, Charles E , Amelia, Lewis G.
(deceased), Henrietta, William H , Anna 31, Clara A , John 0. and Alma J.
JOSEPH G. YOUNG, deceased ; among the prominent men whose homes
have been iu Piqua, none perhaps have been more thoroughly identified with the
local interests than was 3Ir. Young; he was a native of Warren Co., a son of Col.
Robert Young, who removed to Piqua at an early date, and was a leading and influential citizen during the early days of its history. The subject of this sketch was
a schoolboy with Col. Schenck and Ben Wade, but, unlike them, turned his attention entirely to business, and his house was a home to all celebrities when visiting
Piqua ; in fact, his house was the place of entertainment for worthy strangers of
all classes, and the citizens of Piqua knew no more welcome place for social enjoyment. 31r. Young's first business venture of public importance was the establishment of a bank here, which he accomplished in 1847, Wm. Scott being President
and 3Ir. Young, Cashier ; that bank, though changed in name, has maintained an
existence from the date of its opening to the present time, now being known as the
Piqua National Bank ; 3Ir. Young was also a leader in establishing the Piqua Gas
Works, of which company he remained a member until his decease, in 1875, which occurred at the works, and was a very sudden and unexpected misfortune ; his energy
and enterprise as a business man, and his genial sociability, made his loss generally
felt. 3Irs. Young is a daughter of John AA7. and Delilah (Cullun) Langdon; her
parents were pioneers of Cincinnati, and reared a large family, of which 3Irs.
Young is the only surviving member ; she was born in Cincinnati; married 3Ir.
Young when but 16 years of age, and, previous to his decease, enjoyed life remarkably well; she has her home at the family residence, comer of 3Iain and Green
streets, but much of her time is spent visiting friends in the different cities.
JOHN ZOLLINGER, grocer, Piqua. 3Ir. Zollinger, a native of Ohio, was
born in Perry Co. in 1811 ; his youth was spent on a farm. He married, in 1836,
Aliss Susan Whitmore, who was also a native and resident of the same vicinity in
Perry Co. 3Ir. Zollinger continued farming about one year after his marriage,
then removed to Licking Co, with a view of conducting a tannery ; not finding
that business agreeable to him, he sold his interest and engaged in the grocery
trade; he came to Piqua in 1848, and the grocery house of John Zollinger has
been a leading and reliable house ever since; he has had in the meantime several partners ; Samuel Zollinger, his oldest son, is now a partner, the style of the
firm being J. Zollinger & Son ; they are located at the southeast corner of Main
and Green streets, where they carry a full stock, and are doing a successful business ; 3Ir. Zollinger has now been identified with the business of Piqua thirty-two
years, and is one of the most substantial and respected of its citizens; his residence is a fine property, located at the northwest corner of Ash and Broadway
streets ; he has a family of four children—two sons and two daughters ; Samuel,
a partner, and AViUiam, an assistant, in the store ; 3Iary, now 3Irs. Dr. Noup, of
Dallas. Darke Co.. and 3Iatilda.
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L. AV. AGENBROOD, farmer; P. 0. West Charleston ; bom in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, Ohio, Feb. 16, 1842 ; is a son of Daniel and Rachel (Williams)
Agenbrood ; she is a native of Ohio, and he of Frederick Co, 3Id.; he was born
Sept. 9, 1801, and was brought to this State in the same year by his parents ; they
stopped for one year at Cincinnati, and came to Dayton, where they remained
about the same length of time, when they bought 170 acres of land in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, orT which they located ; he foUowed fanning and for many years
kept a country hotel; his son, Daniel, bought 83£ acres in Sec. 15, of the abovenamed township, where he resided for a number of years, but now lives in Monroe
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Township, of this county ; L. W. worked on the farm till the time of his majority,
when he commenced the fruit-tree business ; he also engaged in teaching a portion
of each year ; in 1870, he quit the tree business and followed teaching altogether,
tiU 1877, when he bought the old farm of his father in Bethel Township, where he
lives, teaching during the winter ; his education was obtained principally in the
common school. His marriage with Hannah Puterbaugh was celebrated March 5,
1 8 7 1 ; she was born 3Iay 6,1848 ; the fruits of this union are two children—Albert
A., b6m Aug. 23, 1873, and Guy E , J u n e 27, 1878.
N. H. ALBAUGH, nurseryman; P. 0 . Tadmor, 3Iontgomery Co.; senior member
ofthe firm of N. H. Albaugh & Son, proprietors of the Hill Home Nurseries ; born in
Union Township, 3Iiami Co, 3Iay 22, 1834 ; is a son of Samuel and Anna (Rodkey)
Albaugh, who came herein 1828, and entered 80 acres of land in the above named
township ; this he cleared and improved, building a log cabin, in which our subject
was born and partially raised ; he received a good education, mainly by the aid of
his father ; in the fall of 1851, he commenced teaching, which continued to be his
occupation till 1854, with the exception of one summer, when he edited a daily
paper in Dayton, entitled the Dayton Daily City Item ; he bought his present home
of 30 acres in Sec. 31, and continued to teach during the winter for several years ;
in 1858, he engaged in the nursery business, which has gradually increased till he
has between 80 and 100 acres planted, and fills orders to the amount of about
$100,000 annually at retail; in 1870, he established a branch nursery at Carmi,
DL, and one at Burlington, K a n , this spring ; since June, 1875, the firm has been
styled N. H. Albaugh & Son ; their office is connected by telephone with Dayton ;
he now owns 160 acres of land in this township, and 200 acres in other States ; Mr.
Albaugh is a live man, awake to the interests of every branch of industry, and that
his sterling worth is appreciated by the people, is shown by what follows ; he has
been a member of the Board of Education for seventeen years, and President of the
board more than half the time ; has been School Examiner for ten years, and Justice of the Peace for nine years ; he is also President of the American Association
of Florists, Nurserymen, etc. ; was in the 100-day service, Orderly Sergeant in Co.
B, 147th O. V. I. I n 1854, 31 ay 11, he married Lucinda Beeson, who was born in
3Iontgomery 7 Co,3Iay21,1835 ; by this union they have had three children—Clifford
L , born J u n e 16, 1855 ; Ida May, Feb. 27, 1857 ; Jesse E , J u n e 1, 1861, who was
thrown from a load of trees and instantly killed March 18, 1879. Clifford L , was
united in marriage with O. C. AA7illiamson Jan. 1, 1880.
3IARQUIS L. ALLEN, farmer and tile-manufacturer ; P. O. Tadmor, 3Iontgomery Co.; born in Bethel Township, 31iami Co, 3Iay 29, 1829 ; is a son of
Stephen and Anna (Lindsley) Allen ; they were natives of New Jersey, but settled
here in 1815, on 160 acres in the above-named township, for which they traded 50
acres near Cincinnati. Our subject now owns 51 acres of the old farm, which is
well improved ; in 1869, he built a tile-factory, which gives employment for from
three to five hands from early spring till late in the fall; his sales amount to something over $3,000 per a n n u m ; he is an energetic man, running his farm in connection with the tile works ; his mind is engaged in his own individual affairs, and
aspires t o no office, but he has been Constable and Township Trustee. Jan. 22,
1862, he married Eliza J . 3IcFadden, of 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, born Dec. 5, 1834;
the fruits of this marriage'are three children—Edward E., born Feb. 12. 1863;
Orville L , Oct. 9, 1866; ^Herbert C , Oct. 10. 1872.
J A M E S AR3ISTRONG, farmer; P. O. New Carlisle, Clark Co.; was born in
Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Sept. 12, 1839 ; his father, James Armstrong,
was a native of Virginia, but came to Ohio at a very early day, traveling in wagons ;
he stopped for awhile on 3Iad River and worked on a farm ; in those days, when
men had but a small patch of cleared land, they were unable to provide provender
for their horses and cattle, and, early- in the spring, they would cut elm and linn
saplings for the cattle to browse ; while working at this place, he tended 28 acres
of com, without any grain to feed, after the breaking was done; by some means,
he managed to get 80 acres of land in Lost Creek Township, which was subse-
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quently disposed of, and he purchased 360 acres in Elizabeth Township, northeast of Miami City, and, in about three years, 151 acres more, southwest of
Miami City; some time afterward, he bought his father-in-law's farm; he was
a brickmason by trade, and, shortly after coming to this county, buUt a brick
house for Philip Saylor, whose daughter, Hannah, he married ; at the time of his
death, he owned 1,300 acres of land. Philip Saylor was one cf thc very carly set
tiers ; before the war of 1812, he had erected a two-story hewed-log house, in which
he kept a tavern; it also served as a retreat for the women and children of the
neighborhood in times of trouble ; in this house our subject was bom ; his occupation has always been tilling the soil, and he now owns 174 acres of good land,
on which he has erected good buildings and is doing a thriving business. Feb. 7,
1856, he married Frances Edmonds, a native of 3Iaryiand, born July 20, 1838;
the fruits of this marriage are eight children—Jennie, William 3Iartin, Noah B ,
Ida 3Iay, Aurie E , Esom E , Albertus C. and Horace L. (deceased).
J O S E P H ARNOLD, farmer and minister; P. 0 . Dayton ; bora in Virginia
Oct. 27, 1818 ; is a son of Daniel and Catharine Arnold, who came to Ohio in 1830,
and settled in 3Iontgomery Co, purchasing 160 acres of land, on which they completed the improvements and spent the remainder of tlieir days. She died in 1852,
in the 59th year of her age, and he in 1864. at the age of 73. The subject of this
sketch has always been engaged in agricultural pursuits, and in 1840 located in
Sec. 18, of AVayne Township, Alontgomery Co, where he now resides ; in 1842, he
bought the farm and improved it. He has a very desirable farm, under good cultivation, and one of the best houses in the township. In 1840, May 19, he married
Elizabeth Frantz, of Clark Co, born Jan. 30, 1821 ; they- have never been blessed
with children of their own. but have cared for three orphans, two of whom are still
with them. Since 1856, Mr. Arnold has been a minister in the German Baptist
Church, officiating in 31ontgomery and 3Iiami Cos. He has recently been ordained
Elder, and has charge of the Grove District in 3Iiami Co. He is an earnest
worker in the cause of religion and is universally respected.
DANIEL BABB, farmer ; P.O.Tippecanoe City ; was bora in Pennsylvania,on
the Delaware River, near Philadelphia, Dec. 10, 1799. In 1820, he removed to
A7irginia, where he remained ten years, and then emigrated to Ohio. He stopped
near Greenville, intending to go on to Indiana, to some of his relatives ; but, becoming discouraged with the appearance of the country, having met some parties from
3Iiami Co, who had been in Indiana, and who advised him to turnback and locate
in 3Iiami Co.. he did so, stopping a short time in Troy: he then went to Piqua,
where he found a man who took him and his family in till he could find a place to
live; he finally rented a place north of Piqua, and stayed about one year; then
came to Bethel Township and rented the mill on Honey Creek, known as Staley's
mill; this, and the farm of 143 acres on which it stood, he bought four years later;
he run the mill for about twenty-five years, and did a flourishing trade for those
times. Owing to ill health in his family he quit the milling business, and his mill
has not been in operation for several years. He now owns about 310 acres of land,
upon which he has made considerable improvement, and which he still oversees,
but, being past 80 years, is not able to do much work himself. In 1823, Nov7. 16,
he married Leah Littler, a native of A7irginia. born 3Iarch 29, 1804. They have
eight children—Almira, Eliza C. and Caroline 31.. the three eldest, deceased; 3Iary
Ann, now the AVidow Reed, living in Troy ; Joshua L , living in New Jersey ;
3Iinerva, living with her father (is the only child yet unmarried), and Emma A , now
3Irs. William Dimmit. 3Irs. Babb departed this life Aug. 1, 1872.
W I L L I A M H. BARE, farmer; P. O. New Carlisle, Clark Co, Ohio; was born in
York Co, P e n n , J u n e 20,1831, and removed with his parents to Cumberland Co,
where they remained about nine years ; they emigrated to Ohio about 1851, and
stayed awhile in Clark Co, Ohio ; his father then bought 80 acres of land in
Bethel Township, Miami Co, where he spent the remainder of his days, departing
this life J u n e 9,1878, in the 70th year of his age. The subject of this sketch has
always followed agricultural pursuits, and now owns 50 acres in Sec. 6, adjoining
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the home place; in connection with his farming, he trades in notes, and loans
money; forty-two years elapsed before there was a marriage or a death in his
father's family, when, on the 15th of June, 1873, William H. Bare was united in
marriage with Almira Thompson, who was born in 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Dec. 16, 1836 ;
she is a daughter of Mark and Rebecca Thompson, natives of New Jersey, who
came to this State in 1831.
JOHN BLACK, saw-mill; P. 0. Brandt; born in Bethel Township, 3Iiami
Co., March 31, 1832 ; is a son of Adam and Elizabeth Black ; he worked on the
farm till 21 y7ears old, when he came to Brandt, and, with A. Uptegraft, built a sawmill, which he ran for about seven years; he then traded his interest in the mill
for land in Shelby Co., but rented the mill and continued the business ; for three
or four winters he carried on coopering also ; from the time he commenced in
Brandt, in 1853, to the present time, with the exception of about one year, he has
worked on a mill, owning different mills, and the same mill at different times ; the
firm at present is Black & Hower ; besides their custom-work, they handle about
100,000 feet of lumber annually ; in the spring of 1860, he purchased eight acres
of land south of town, and located on it in the fall of the same year ; he has made
considerable improvement on his lot, and, at intervals, made additions to it. till he
has, in one body, 42 acres ; besides his half-interest in the mill, he has also five lots
in Brandt. He has been a member of the Board of Education for twelve consecutive years, Assessor one year, and, at the last spring election, was elected to
his fifth term as Township Treasurer. On the 24th of May, 1855, he married
Susan Swanger ; she was born in Pennsydvania 3Iay 12,1836, and brought to this
State while young; her father died soon after their arrival here, and she was
adopted in the family7 of Lewis Gearhart, where she grew to womanhood; John
and Susan Black are the parents of two children—Luvina, born April 5, 1856,
and Charles R, born Jan. 5, 1869. Mr. and 3Irs. Black and daughter are worthy
members of the 31. E. Church.
JOHN W. BLACK, teacher, Brandt ; is a son of Adam and Julia Ann Black.
and a grandson of Adam and Elizabeth Black ; she was a native of Virginia, but
came with her parents to this county very early7, her father having served in the
Revolutionary war. Adam Black, the grandfather of our subject, was a native of
North Carolina, and came to Bethel Township, at a very early- date ; he, in partnership with his father and brother, bought 160 acres of land of Thomas Cora,
who had entered it some time previous ; this they afterward divided, the father
taking 60 acres, and the sons each 50 acres. They were carpenters, and did some
work at millwrighting in connection with the improvement of their homes. Adam
Black, the father of our subject, now owns the 50 acres formerly owned by his
father. He was born on this place Jan. 23, 1828, and, with the exception of about
three years, has made it his home. In 1849, Sept. 20, he was united in marriage
with Julia Ann McEffee, who was born in 3Iaryland July 4, 1831, and emigrated
to Ohio in about 1839. Adam and Julia Ann Black are the parents of seven children—John Wesley, bom Jan. 7, 1850 ; Albert, born Jan. 14, 1853 ; Emma E.r
bom July 18, 1854 ; Amanda, born July 28, 1856 ; Adam, born Dec. 31, 1857 ;
Clara, bora March 24, 1860 ; and William, bora July 18,1869. John W. has been
a teacher for several years, and also has an interest in a drug store in Brandt.
B. F. BLESSINGER, dealer in dry goods, groceries, etc, Brandt; is a son of
George W. and Mary (Keting) Blessinger ; they were natives of Berks Co, Penn,
but came here in an early day ; at the present time they are residents of Adams
Co., Ind. B. F. was born in Brandt, Miami Co., Jan. 8,1849 ; he worked on farms
through the summer, and attended school during the winter seasons, and received
a good education ; he carried on farming for several years, and in 1875 engaged
in the grocery business in Dayton, handling staple and fancy groceries ; in 1878,
he located in Brandt, and established a general store ; in connection with this, he
runs a branch grocery store at Grange Hall, String Town, which was established
in 1880 ; he is doing a thriving business at both places, and carries on farming at
the same time. On the 13th of October, 1869, he was united in marriage with.
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Zerada Bodiker, who was bora in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Oct. 7, 1852 ;
she is the daughter of William and Catharine Bodiker, old residents of Bethel
Township. 3Ir. and Mrs. Blessinger are the parents of two children—Charles W.,
born Jan. 24, 1871 ; Blanche Viola, Dec. 6, 1872.
JOHN BROWN, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0. New Carlisle; was bom in
Frederick Co, 3Id, June 25, 1819 ; his father, Thomas Brown, was also born in
the same county and State in 1795 ; he married Susan 3IcAfee, a native of Pennsylvania ; in 1838, they came to Bethel Township, where his death occurred Dec.
27, 1854 ; his wife having survived him a number of years, died May 16, 1867,
in her 78th year. Our subject came to Ohio with his parents in 1838, and
followed the occupation of coopering and farming until 1855, at which date he
purchased 300 acres of his present place, to which he has since added until he
now owns some 425 acres, nearly all of which he has accumulated by his own hard
labor and industry ; he has now one ofthe best farms in 3Iiami Co, with improvements and buildings second to none ; has a fine brick residence, sun*ounded by a
pretty lawn dotted here and there with trees and shrubbery, with neat and even
walks leading to and fro, and a beautiful fountain, tossing high its spray; the
arrangement and order of all displaying much taste and labor. The writer, when
directed to the farm, was told that he would know it by its village-like appearance,
so numerous and nice were the buildings. He now has 350 acres under cultivation,
and gives employment to a number of men, one of whom has been in his employ
twenty-three, and another twenty-two years. 3Ir. Brown, for many years, has
dealt largely in stock, shipping extensively to Cincinnati, Boston and Eastern
markets ; also, at the same time was engaged in burning lime, which he yet continues, Day-ton being his market; he is also the senior member of the firm of John
Brown & Sons, manufacturers of Iron 3Ionitor Wind Engines, etc, etc. In fact, we
can say of 3Ir. Brown, his life has been a busy ancl successful one. and we trust
that he may be spared many years to enjoy7 the fruits of his labors. He was united
in marriage with Catharine Blickinstaff 3Iarch 28, 1843 ; she was born in Frederick Co, Md., March 4, 1821, and came to 3Ionroe Township with her father. Christian Blickinstaff, in 1836 ; her mother's maiden name was Catharine Hawver. 3Ir.
Blickinstaff died Dec. 1, 1869, in the 86th year of his age, and 3Irs. Blickinstaff
died April 5, 1859, in her 75th year. The children of John and Catharine Brown
were four sons and two daughters, of whom three sons and one daughter survive
—L. Tobias (who married Sarah M, daughter of Jacob Shroyer), Hattie L , John
0. (married 3Iary Alice, daughter of John 3IcConnaughey), the two older sons
being partners with their brother in the manufacture and sale of Iron 3Ionitor Wind
Engines.
HIRA31 BROWN, nurseryman ; P. O. Brandt; is a son of David and Sarah
(Giesseman) Brown ; he was a native of Maryland, but came to Ohio at an early
day, with his parents, who settled in Bethel Township, north of Brandt. Here he
remained till the time of his marriage with Sarah Giesseman, when he moved on his
father-in-law's farm, and remained a number of years; in 1855,.they moved to
Brandt, where they have since resided ; Hiram was born June 9, 1846 ; he received
a good common-school education, and also attended the Academy at New Carlisle
two winters ; for about twelve years he has been engaged in teaching, and for ten
years has also followed the nursery business ; he was elected Township Clerk in
the spring of 1870, and has held the office ever since ; was also elected in the spring
of 1880, for his fourth term as a Justice of the Peace ; has been Assistant Superintendent of the schools of the township for two years, and Superintendent four
years ; in 1875, he was the Democratic candidate for County Treasurer. In 1869,
June 10, he married Hattie S. Gantz, who was bom in Bethel Township, 3Iiami
Co., Sept. 22, 1848 ; by this union they have had four children, three of whom are
living—3Iaud V , Velma I. and Glendora.
JOHN M. C. DEAN, carriage and wagon maker, Brandt; was bom in
West Virginia Aug. 10,1828, and came to Ohio about 1839 ; he located in Clark Co,
near CarUsle, and worked on farms at different places tiU, in 1848, he commenced
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learning his trade; he worked as apprentice and journeyman until, in 1850,
he moved to Elizabeth Township, 3Iiami Co, near 3IcKendrie Chapel, and commenced business for himself; two and a half years afterward he bought propertyin Brandt and started a shop, this has been his home ever since ; although left an
orphan at the age of 9, he managed to support himself, and at the same time, get
a common-school education ; he has served as Alagistrate in Bethel Township nearly
fifteen years ; was Postmaster from Lincoln's first administration to February,
1879, when he resigned; served one term as Township Clerk and several terms as
Trustee. In 1849, Dec. 31, he married Louisa Giesseman, a native of this township, born Sept. 30, 1832 ; the fruits of this union were two children—Gordon T,
born Aug. 26, 1850, and Winfield S, June 16. 1854, and died Feb. 5, 1856.
WILLIAM DINSMORE, farmer ; P. 0. Brandt; born Sept. 25, 1842; is a son
of J. J. Dinsmore, of whom mention is made in the sketch of R. G. Dinsmore; his
occupation has always been that of a farmer ; in 1871, he and his brother, J. A ,
bought 162 acres of land in Sec. 13, where he has since resided ; he also served in
the late war. On the 1st of June, 1871, he married Sallie A. Brenner, of Montgomery Co, born Sept. 6, 1850, a daughter of Jacob S. and Sarah Ann Brenner ;
the fruits of this marriage are two children—Clara Bell, born Aug. 7, 1872 ; and
Allen M, Dec. 31, 1874.
ROBERT G. DINSMORE, farmer ; P. O. Tadmor, 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio ; born
in Bethel Township Dec. 20, 1837 ; is a son of J. J. and 3Iaria (AlcConnaughy)
Dinsmore ; he was born in Fleming Co, Ky, Dec. 1, 1805 ; at a very early day7 he
was brought to the territory now comprising Greene Co, not more than ten miles
from his present residence ; in 1817, he removed to 3Iontgomery Co, and, in 1819,
to Brown Township, 3Iiami Co.; his home has been in the county ever since that
time, at present residing in Bethel Township ; his father was the first Justice of
the Peace and one of the first Trustees of Brown Township after its organization.
Our subject was bred a farmer, and has followed that business all his life, except
four years which were spent in the service of his country in the war of secession.
He entered as a private Oct. 29, 1861; his first appointment was for Fourth Sergeant, afterward Second and then First Sergeant; he served about one year as
First Lieutenant; after being mustered out, he received a complimentary commission as Captain; he was taken prisoner at Clarksville, Tenn, but was paroled
immediately and sent home, where he remained a short time ; besides his honorable
discharge, he bears the scar of a wound in the arm, that testifies to his participation in the service. In 1870, he bought 80 acres of land in Sec. 19, where he now
resides. Oct. 31, 1877, he married Belle E. 3Iurray, born Alarch 1, 1848, who is a
daughter of George A. Murray, of Shelby7 Co, at present, but formerly one of the
prominent men of this county, having served as County Treasurer two terms ; he
was an Anti-slavery man, as well as his father before him, and, in fact, the same
spirit is handed down to his daughter ; the fruits of this union are two children—
George Murray, born Sept. 20,1878 (deceased), and Lida Faith, born Dec. 20,1879.
JACOB R. DUNHA3I, retired farmer ; P. O. New Carlisle, Clark Co, Ohio ; is a
son of Ross and Sallie Dunham, natives of New Jersey, who emigrated to Indiana
about 1817, where they remained till, in 1821, they- came to 3Iiami Co.; here they7
spent the remainder of their days, living in different places in the county ; they
were among the very early- settlers, and commenced right in the woods, when they
were obliged to " blaze " trees in order to find a neighbor's house; in those days
they had no lucifer matches, and, if the fire was allowed to die out, they would
borrow a brand from a neighbor ; Ross Dunham died in 1865, the night after the
assassination of President Lincoln, at the age of 78 ; his wife survived till 1870,
and reached the age of 86 years. The subject of this sketch was born in New
Jersey Feb. 18,1815, and, being brought up on the farm, was accustomed to all the
hardships of pioneer life ; he used to think it recreation to pick brush at night by
the light of a large brush-heap fire ; he never enjoyed the privilege of attending
school until old enough to pay his own tuition, and then only for a short time ; at
the age of 20, he leamed the shoemaker's trade, which he foUowed fifteen years, and

BETHEL TOWNSHIP.

633

then went to Shelby Co, where he engaged in farming till 1865 ; he then moved to
Brandt, Miami Co, but held his farm in Shelby Co. till the next year ; in 1866, he
purchased his present farm of 129 acres in Sec. 11, Bethel Township ; this is now
in a good state of cultivation, and has fine improvements. Aug. 1, 1839, he married Anna Black, a native of this township, born April 13,1820 ; she is a daughter
of Adam and Elizabeth Black, of whom mention is made in the biography of J o h n
W. Black; by this union they had two children—John B , bora J u n e 3,1840, and
3Iary E , born April 15,1843 (now 3Irs. Amos P . Aley, and lives in the same house
with her parents); John B. would soon have completed a collegiate course at
Delaware, Ohio, had he not volunteered to serve his country in the war of secession ; he first enlisted for three years, but, being one of Fremont's body guard, he
was discharged at the time of Fremont's removal from office; he then served a
three-months term, and finally went as a substitute with the 100-day men, but
never returned ; his death occurred at Ft. Whipple, V a , near Washington, Aug. 7,
1864 ; he was a member of Co. E, 145th 0 . N. G. 31r. and 3Irs. Dunham have
been consistent members of the 31. E. Church for about forty-five vears.
J O H N S. FERGUS, farmer ; P. 0 . AVest Charleston ; bora in Bethel Township,
Aliami Co, Dec. 4, 1819 ; i s a son of James and Rachel (3Iars) Fergus ; they7 were
natives of Rockbridge Co.. V a , but came to this township in 1807 and bought
160 acres of land, of which 12 acres was partially cleared. The remainder of the
farm he had improved, but followed tanning himself. He was commander of the
militia in the war of 1812 but was never called to active service, and was one of
the County Commissioners in the days when they were the tax collectors. He
helped to " l a y o u t ' ' the county, and was its representative for three terms. A
short time previous to his deatii he moved to AVest Charleston. He was taken ill
at his daughter's in Tippecanoe, and was never able to be taken home. His death
occurred Dec. 27, 1855, at the age of 71 years 10 months and 12 days. Our subject was raised a farmer ancl followed that business till he arrived at the age of
29 years. He then bought property in Tippecanoe, and engaged in the grain trade
for two years, at which time he bought the farm on which he now resides. He has
recently sold 54 acres to his son, but still owns 90 acres in Sec. 26, which is well
improved and in a good state of cultivation. In 1844, Nov. 21, he married Susan
Black, a native of Clark Co.. born Sept. 5, 1823. The fruits of this marriage are
three children—James Corwin. born Nov. 28.1845 : Samuel R.. Oct. 27,1848 ; John
Franklin. Alarch 8. 1863.
SA3IUEL R. FERGUS, farmer ; P. O. AA'est Charleston ; born Oct. 27,1848 ;
is a son of John S. Fergus, whose biography will appear in this volume. Our subject
was bred a farmer, but has also been a teacher for about seven years. He has
recently purchased of his father 54 acres in Sec. 26, where he now resides, and is
engaged in agricultural pursuits, but will probably teach a portion of the time. In
1873, Dec. 30, he was united in marriage with Priscilla Freeman, a daughter of R.
31. Freeman: she vvas born Dec. 7. 1850. Thev have two children—Guy C , bora
J a n . 7, 1875! Clyde, Aug. 29. 1878.
J O H N FILBRUNrretired farmer; P. O. B r a n d t ; born in Rockingham Co,
V a , Jan. 19, 1826; is a sonof Peter and Elizabeth Filbrun; they came to
Ohio in 1829, and stopped for awhile in 3Iontgomery Co.. and then moved to
Clark Co. ; in a few years, however, they returned to 3Iontgomery Co. and remained
there until their children all married and left them ; they then came to Bethel
Township, 3Iiami Co, and built a house on their son's farm, where the remainder
of life was spent. The subject of this biography had located here in 1848. five years
previous to his parents' coming : his first purchase was 120 acres of land, which was
partly improved ; the buildings and most of the other improvements have given
place to those of the best quality ; he has a peach orchard of 800 trees four years
old. that promise more than an ordinary crop this year, and also an apple orchard
of four acres, with a good variety of fruit ; this farm, like many others of this
vicinity, has on it a fine spring ; upon the whole, it is a very desirable farm ; besides
all the improvements made, he has, at intervals, purchased land until he owned the
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south half of Sec. 9 ; but has recently sold 5 acres to his son David leaving him
315 acres in one body, and in a high state of cultivation. In 1845, Oct. 23, he
married Lydia Heck, who was born Nov. 10, 1827 ; by this union they had nine
children, four of whom preceded her to their eternal home ; after many years of
affliction, and having been an intense sufferer for several months prior to her death,
she departed this life April 28, 1880, a consistent member of the German Baptist
Church, with which she had been identified for about thirty-six years.
P. B. FISHER, blacksmith ; Tadmor, 3Iontgomery Co. ; born in Clermont Co,
Ohio, Aug. 30, 1840 ; is a son of Alexander and 31ary (Brown) Fisher; he was
also a native of Clermont Co.; at an early7 age he learned the blacksmith trade and
foUowed it all his life; in 1858, he located in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, where
his widow and son still reside; she was born in Shenandoah Co, Va, April 9,
1809, and came to Ohio with her parents, who located in Preble Co, Ohio, near
Eaton, where she lived at the tirae of her marriage ; they were the parents of seven
children, three of whom are still living—David B.. living in Eaton ; Preston B.
and Elizabeth J , now 3Irs. AVarner, residing at Nortli 3Ianchester, Tnd.; Alexander
Fisher departed this life April 19, 1875. The subject of this sketch learned blacksmithing with his father ; he spent nearly three years in the war of secession and
lost his right foot and leg to the knee, having been wounded between the ankle and
knee, in the battle of Kenesaw 3Iountain, June 27,1864 ; this of course put an end
to his service, and he was honorably discharged ; although crippled, he still swings
the hammer, by which means and the help of his pension, he supports his feeble
mother and himself; he owns a lot of two acres in Sec. 25. of Bethel Township,
and thus far has lived a life of celibacy.
ROBERT M. FREE3IAN, farmer ; P. O. Tadmor, 3Iontgomery Co.; born Aug.
29,1803 ; is a son of John Freeman, who came to 3Iiami Co. in the spring of 1806,
and settled in Monroe Township; he and his father. Samuel Freeman, entered a
very large tract of land, a part of which they improved. From the proceeds of
the part they sold they erected a mill, the second one built in the county ; this
miU had but one buhr. and of course all kinds of grain were ground on it. Several
years elapsed before they did any bolting, and when they commenced using a bolt,
the party whose grist was grinding was obliged to turn the bolt. They suffered
three losses by7 fire, one resulting in the destruction of their grist-mill, and two of
their saw-mill on the same race. By perseverance and industry, however, they7
overcame their misfortunes, and finally built a four-story- mill, with three run of
buhrs, and did a flourishing trade. Our subject was the oldest of thirteen children,
and was brought up on the farm and in the saw-mill; at the age of 25, he commenced
business for himself; in the spring of 1834, lie settled on the farm given his
wife by her father, David Puterbaugh ; this farm he has cleared up and improved.
His marriage with 3Iary Puterbaugh was celebrated 3larch 27, 1827 ; the fruits
of this union were ten children—David, Isaac, George, John, Daniel, Hannah (deceased), Elizabeth, 3Iinerva, Henrietta and Priscilla. 3Irs. Freeman died Alay 10,
1869 ; and in 1872, Nov7. 28, he married 3Irs. Ann AVinans, a native of England,
and a daughter of Henry J. Hyatt, a very early settler of this county. Mr. and
Mrs. Freeman are now living a very quiet, happy life on the old farm.
ISAAC FREE3IAN, nurseryman ; P. O. New Carlisle, Clark Co. ; born in
Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, Ohio, 3Iay 4, 1832 ; is a son of R. 31. Freeman, whose
biography7 will appear in this work. He worked on the farm till he arrived at the
age of 22, and then attended a select school at New Carlisle two years ; in the
spring of 1856, he went to California, and there spent about thirteen months in the
northern part on Willow Creek, one of the tributaries of Feather River. From
Dec. 1 to the middle of 3Iarch, the snow was twenty-two feet deep on the level, and
for twenty days they were shut off from everything, and then only by means of a
tunnel, did they succeed in getting up to view the " beautiful snow," and walk
twelve feet above the top of their cabin. The remainder of his stay in California
was spent further south, partly in the mines on the Stanislaus River, about 250
mUes south, and the remainder of the time in a farming region stiU further south ;
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he returned in 1858, and lived in Dayton tUl the next year, when he purchased 7
acres of land in Bethel Township, and in 1861, established a nursery. This was
commenced on a small scale, but he learned the business as it progressed, and now
the sales from his own growing amount to $3,000 annually. He owns 536 acres
of land in this State and in Kansas. On May 5, 1859, he married Sophia S. Stafford, who was born in Bethel Township, Miami Co., Aug. 1, 1837 ; she is a daughter of James S. Stafford, an old settler here, and one of the prominent men of the
township, having been Squire sixteen years in succession; in 1864, he moved to
Carlisle, and departed this life Sept. 8, 1878, aged 75 years 7 months and 23 days.
Isaac and Sophia S. Freeman are the parents of four children—Dayton L , b o m
3Iarch 2, 1860 ; Charlie 31, born 3Iarch 7, 1862 ; AValter, born Sept. 17,1870 ; and
Grace, born June 17, 1873.
GEORGE GESSA3IAN, farmer ; P. O. Tadmor, 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio ; b o m
in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, 3Iarch 19, 1819 ; is a son of George Gessaman, a
native of Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio in the fall of 1805, and entered 160
acres of land in the above-named township. He made his home with his brotherin-law, Simon Shaffer, of whom he afterward purchased 22 acres. WhUe Uving
with 3Ir. S. he did considerable toward converting the forest into a home. About
1809 or 1810, he married Elizabeth Black, a native of North Carolina, who also
came here at an early day. They were the parents of three children—Catharine,
Susan, ancl George, who now owns the home farm in Sec. 25 ; since he owned the
farm he has made improvements, in the way of clearing, and erecting the present
buildings. In 1839, Nov. 7, he was united in marriage with 3Ielinda Flook, born
in 3Iaryland Sept. 22, 1820 ; by this union they have had thirteen children, of whom
eight are living, viz.: 3Iargaret (now 3Irs. AA'olf). Louvina (now Mrs. Curts, in
Iowa), Alartha (now 3Irs. Heffner, near Dayton), Charlotte (now 3Irs. SwaUow,
near Frederickstown, 3Iontgonlery Co.), Lewis C, AVilliam L , Sylvester G. and
Ulysses Grant.
S A3IUEL HAWVER, farmer; P. O. Tippecanoe City; is a son of Jacob Hawver,
who *vas born in Frederick Co, Md., Sept. 27,1825 ; his occupation there was working in timber ; in 1856, he emigrated to Ohio and rented a house in Bethel Township, and worked at day labor for about eighteen months, and then bought a farm
of 80 acres in Sec. 16, in the above-named township ; he has since erected new
buildings on his farm, and, in addition, has bought 80 acres adjoining, on the north,
but has given it to his only child. His marriage with Catharine Bakley was celebrated Nov. 10, 1848 ; she is also a native of Frederick Co., 3Id, burn April 23,
1828. Samuel Hawver was born in 3Iaryland Aug. 25, 1849 ; he has always been
engaged in agricultural pursuits, and is an enterprising farmer; since he owned
the farm, he has erected an excellent barn and made considerable improvements
in other ways, so that he now has a very desirable home. On May 11, 1871, he
married Lizzie Uptegraft, who was born in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, Dec. 1,
1851, a daughter of Augustus and Elizabeth Uptegraft; the fruits of this marriage are two children—Daisy E , born 3Iay 17. 1874, and Millie C,Sept. 13,1876 ;
Daisy E. died Nov7. 21, 1877. 3Ir. Hawver and his parents are members of the
German Baptist Church.
EDAVARD H E F F N E R , retired farmer ; P. O. B r a n d t ; was bora in 3Iaryiand
April 4, 1820, and came to Bethel Township, 31iami Co, in 1827, with his parents
3Iichaei and Elizabeth Heffner. They purchased 20 acres of woodland adjoining
Brandt, and erected thereon a hewed-log house, but moved into it without a floor ;
he cleared up his land, and for a number of years worked at the carpenter trade ;
being broken down by hard work, he engaged in the mercantile business about
1836 ; he was the first merchant of the place and also kept a kind of inn ; in 1842,
he sold his land and bought a small tract south of town ; having purchased a lot
in Brandt, and erected a brick house, he moved his store and consolidated it with
t h a t of Andrew Gump, which he bought, and continued in the business to the
time of his death. He departed this life Nov. 22, 1868, in his 70th year. His
widow is still living and is quite active for a lady of 69 years. They were the
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parents of seventeen children ; of these sixteen grew to the age of maturity. The
subject of this sketch, the oldest of the children, has been a farmer for the greater
p a r t of his life, and now owns 126£ acres in Sec. 15, in Bethel Township, 3Iiami
Co., Ohio, besides his property in Brandt, where he resides. He has held the office
of Township Trustee and Assessor. In September of 1846. he married Lydia
Keifer, by whom he had three children—John F. (who accidentally shot himself
Oct. 8, 1872), William M. and George K. 3Irs. Heffner died 3Iay 18, 1853, at the
age of 25 years, leaving her husband with the care of three small children. On
the 20th of 3Iarch, 1867, he was united in marriage with 3Irs. Catharine Helmer.
One child, Jacob E , is the fruit of this marriage.
L. W. JACOBS, farmer; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City ; is a son of Cyrus and 3Iary
Jacobs, and a grandson of Mark Jacobs, who was one of the very early settlers of
Miami Co, and entered 160 acres of land in Bethel Township. This farm has ever
been owned by the Jacobs family, and is now left by- will to 3Iary Jacobs, the
widow of Cyrus Jacobs. He was a native of this State, born Sept. 11. 1804. and
departed this life April 3,1877. She is a native of Virginia, born in June of 1809,
but the exact day is not known. The subject of this sketch was born in Bethel
Township, 3Iiami Co, July 12, 1838, and brought up on the farm. He served four
years in the war of the rebellion, first enlisted for two years, and then for three
years. He now resides on one of his mother's farms ancl carries on farming,
although he is not able to do much of the work himself, as his health was impaired
in the army. In 1870, Dec. 22, he married Clarissa E. Uptegraft, a native of this
township, bora 3Iay 10, 1847. She is a daughter of Augustus and Elizabeth
(Black) Uptegraft. He was born in Greene Co. April 28. 1819, and she in Bethel
Township, Miami Co. Her death occurred 3Iarch 12, 1880. L. W. ancl Clarissa
E. Jacobs are the parents of two children—Charlie R , born Nov. 6.1872, and AVilliam Augustus, Oct. 20, 1874.
CYRUS JACOBS, farmer ; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City ; was born June 8, 1852, in
Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, on the old farm where he resides; he is a son of
Cyrus and Mary Jacobs, spoken of in the biography of L. W. Jacobs ; his occupation has always been in tilling the soil, and he is an enterprising young farmer.
On the 3d of June, 1879, he married Elizabeth Wigand, who was born in Elizabeth
Township, 3Iiami Co, 3Iay 27, 1853 ; she is the daughter of Lewis and Elizabeth
Wigand, who came from Germany in 1835, and located in Dayton ; they moved to
Elizabeth Township in about 1842, where he died in 1876, at the age of 72 years ;
his widow is still living and resides on the old farm.
J . C. McCONNAUGHE Y, farmer ; P. O. Brandt; is a son of David and Anna
(Grimes) 3IcConnaughey; she is a native of Virginia, born Jan. 1, 1787, and he of
Pennsylvania, born Nov. 13, 1779 ; in 1803 or 1804, he came to Dayton, Ohio, and
engaged to work in a distillery for Col. Newcome, who entered 160 acres of land in
Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, for him, he paying for it by his work ; in the spring
of 1812, he settled on his land and began converting the dense forest into a home ;
this was no small task, for the country was heavily timbered ; before he could raise
anything on his own land, the first summer, he farmed a small piece of corn on his
mother-in-law's place, about four miles distant: to his further embarrassment, in
the following year he was drafted, but was in the service only a short time till he
got his brother as a substitute, while he returned to battle with the oaks and elms;
besides clearing up his farm, he purchased another quarter-section, and did considerable toward its improvement; they were the parents of twelve children, of
whom eleven grew to the age of maturity.
David 3IcConnaughey departed this
Ufe Feb. 14, 1847, and his wife April 11, 1863, on the old farm, where their son,
J . C , now resides ; this is also the farm on which he was born, July 3, 1823 ; his
occupation has always been tilling the soil; he is an enterprising farmer and one
of the prominent men of the township ; has been a member of the Board of Education for nearly twenty years, Township Trustee several terms, and is Land Appraiser at the present time. His marriage with Elizabeth Keplinger was solemnized April 1, 1852 ; she was a resident of Montgomery Co, born Sept. 11, 1833:

BETHEL

TOWNSHIP.

637

by this union they have had thirteen children, eleven of whom are living—Harriet
Boselia, 3Iary Alice, Phila Irene, John Walter, David Franklin, Berton K , Christian K , Lillia E , Anna B , Edward L. and Viola 31.
DAVID McCONNAUGHEY, farmer and manufacturer; P. 0 . Tippecanoe; bom
in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, April 23, 1827 ; is a son of David and Anna McConnaughey, of whom mention is made in the biography- of J . C. 3IcConnaughey. He left
home at the age of 17, to learn the tanner and currier trade, serving an apprenticeship
of three years ; for seven years he followed tanning and dealing in leather; in 1855,
he located on a farm in this township, and followed farming till 1865, when he went
to Xenia. and again engaged in the leather trade till 1876, when he moved back to
this county, and has since been engaged in farming ; in August of 1878, he again
began the leather trade, and manufactured collars and fly-nets in Dayton, Ohio,
but resides on the farm and oversees it. In 1852, October 13, he married Rachel
TenEick, a native of this county, born 3Iay 30, 1831 ; she is a daughter of Henry
TenEick, one ofthe early settlers of 3Iiami Co. David and Rachel McConnaughey
are the parents of four children—Ella T., AVilliam A.. Anna and Lida.
J. C. 3IITCHELL. farmer: P. 0 . Tippecanoe City'; born in Elizabeth Township,
Miami Co, Aug. 19, 1826 ; is a son of George and Catharine (Gearhart) 3Iitchell;
he was born in A7irginia, in 1798, and came to Ohio with his parents in 1811.
They settled in the above-named township, which was his place of residence to within
a few years of his death, when he moved to Bethel Township; he departed this life
in November of 1874, having been the father of seven children ; three of these preceded him to their eternal home, and one has followed since; J . C. (the oldest of
the living ones), Linny A , now Mrs. Gesseman, living in Kansas, and James, living in Cincinnati, are the survivors. The subject of this sketch was bred a farmer,
and still follows that business; he has 50 acres of land in this township, besides
some land in the West; he has served as Justice of the Peace six years, and Revenue Inspector seven years ; was Captain of Co. B, 147th 0 . Y. I , for about three
years. On Sept. IS. 1851, he married 3Iargaret Stafford, a native of this township,
bora 3Iarch 15, 1827 ; she is a daughterof James S. Stafford, who was also a native
of this place. J. C. and 3Iargaret 3Iitchell are the parents of nine children—
Alarvin 31. (deceased), Stanley- 0 . (a dry goods merchant of Lima, Ohio), Roger J ,
Homer AA7. B , Reuben W.. Elmer E , Mary C , Horace C , Bellama S. and Linny7
Blanche.
AV. T. 3IORRIS, farmer; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City ; born in Bethel Township,
3Iiami Co., July 19, 1827 : is the oldest child of Ezra and Elizabeth (3IcKinney)
Alorris; she was born Jan. 5, 1805, and was the oldest child of Samuel and Sarah
3IcKinney, who were old settlers of Clark Co.; he was widely known as a teacher of
vocal music, and is still remembered as such ; he would frequently take his daughter Elizabeth with him on horseback through the wilderness, as far as twenty miles,
to give instruction in music. Ezra 3Iorris was also the oldest child of his father's
family, born in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co.. xAug, 29, 1804 ; a son of David H.
Alorris, a native of New Jersey and pioneer of the Western country ; he was one of
the very first white men that traversed the 3Iiami Yalley, which he did as a soldier
under Gen. Harmar, and as a hunter; in his youth, he was a soldier of the Revolution ; previous to 1800 he settled amid the forests of this vicinity and assisted in
establishing the sections of this, and probably other townships ; by this means he
was enabled to see the country, and made choice of half of Sec. 23. which he entered
and improved ; in 1825. he donated to the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church 1 acre of
land on the southeast corner of said half-section, and did the principal part toward
building the first house of worship ; it was a log house and known as Pisgah
Chapel: ever after his house was the home of the itinerant clergy-, among whom
were William Raper, Daniel D. Davison and James B. Finley. He married Eve
Ann Sailor, with whom he lived happily for more than forty years. On the 3d of
April, 1843, he departed this life, in the 74th year of his age, in full assurance of
a blissful immortality, leaving a large family7 to inherit his name and remember his
many virtues. Ezra 3Iorris was the father of eight children, of whom only two
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are now Uving. His death occurred June 12, 1856. Our subject, in his youth,
received very little education, but he is a lover of books, and by his own efforts
has obtained a good knowledge of business. He has been Assessor two years,
Township Clerk eight or ten years, and has positively refused other offices since.
In 1858, he married Elizabeth AViggin; she died Jan. 2, 1859, aged 21 years 4
months and 11 days. His marriage with 3Iaria E. Garst was celebrated 3Iay 7,
1867 ; she was born in Clark Co. May 25, 1840. The fruits of this union are four
^children—Mary M, Charles E , Nellie F. and Frank, deceased.
JOHN ROSS, farmer ; P. 0. West Charleston. He was born in Bethel Township July 22, 1814, and is a son of John and Sarah Ross ; they were natives of
Pennsylvania, but removed to Kentucky, and from there came to Ohio and settled
in Warren Co., where the town of Franklin now stands ; his father, Robert Ross,
laid out the town ; in 1811, John Ross came to Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, and
purchased 320 acres in two separate tracts, and located on the one where his son
now resides; although they were not the earliest settlers, they were the first to
make any improvements worthy of mention; he was one of the parties called out
to pursue the Indians, at the time of the Dilbone and Gerard massacre ; their cabin
served as a retreat for the women and children of the neighborhood, while the men
were gone ; this farm continued to be their home to the end of their lives ; he died
in 1849, at the age of 72, and she in 1872, at the age of 90 ; it is also the birthplace of our subject; this was one of the most heavily timbered countries ' to be
found anywhere, and also thickly set with underbrush, which made it all the more
difficult to clear ; however, by the hard knocks and unceasing energy of the pioneers, it has been stripped of its forests and made a desirable locality ; of this work,
Mr. Ross has done a good share ; he owns 140 acres of the quarter-section inhabited by his father, which he has under good cultivation, and also well improved ;
besides this, he has 160 acres in another section of this township, and is doing a
thriving business as a farmer ; he has a harvest of about 100 acres of wheat, also
some rye and barley, besides the spring crop. In the early part of Alarch, 1845,
he married Eliza DeLong, also a native of this township, and the daughter of
George and Elizabeth DeLong, who came here in an early clay from Virginia;
the fruits of this marriage are twelve children, viz, Ann 31, Harrison C, Robert,
John L , Benjamin Franklin, Sarah E , 3Iary Alethia, George AA7, Eliza, Thomas
Jefferson, Fannie and Charles ; Harrison C. entered the service of his country Aug.
10, 1863, and died in July, 1864 ; he was a member of Co. K, 1st O. A7. H. A.
CHARLES SENSE3IAN, retired farmer ; P. O. AVest Charleston ; is a son of
William and Catharine (Eschleman) Senseman, natives of Lancaster Co, Penn.;
he was born in 1790, and she in 1788 ; they resided in different counties of that
State until 1838, when they moved to Ohio, and rented a log cabin, in which they
lived the first summer ; he had also rented a farm in Greene Co, which his son
and son-in-law farmed ; in the fall, he moved to Greene Co, also, and bought the
"farm he had rented, but remained only a few months, when he returned to Aliami
Co, and bought the farm of 234 acres, on which he had first settled. Of their
family of eight or nine children, four are still living—Henrietta, now 3Irs. 3Iichael
Bashore, near Covington, 3Iiami Co.; Charles ; Catharine, uow'3Irs. AArilliam Snyder, near Logansport, Ind.; and AVilliam, in AVest Charleston. Catharine Senseman departed this life April 22,1864, aud her husband 3Iay 12, inthe short space
of twenty days. The subject of this sketch was born in Lancaster Co, Penn, July
16, 1817 ; he commenced life for himself in about a year after his father came to
this State ; he moved into the old cabin on his father's farm, and, as he says, commenced at the bottom ; he rented the farm for eighteen or nineteen years, and then
bought of his father 162£ acres ; on this he has made great improvement, and, at
•different times, made purchases, till he has in one tract 180 acres, besides three
other farms in this county, making in all 573 acres. In 1839, Dec. 30, he married
Eve Wolf, who was born in Greene Co, Ohio, Nov. 28, 1821. The fruits of this
marriage were eleven children, of whom nine are living—John, Mary Ann, William,
•Cornelius, MUton, Catharme, Charles H., Justina and Joseph.
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H E N R Y SHROYER, deceased; was bom in Bethel Township, Miami Co,
Ohio, Aug. 18, 1840 ; his occupation was farming, and he was one of the enterprising farmers of this community, owning 225 acres of land. In 1861, he was
united in marriage with Ann Eliza Kable, who was born in Osbora, Greene Co.,
Sept. 28, 1842. The fruits of this union are eight children—Anna 3Iary, born
March 24, 1862 ; James K , bora Oct. 10, 1863 ; Edgar C, born Nov. 6, 1866 ;
Susan A , born Aug. 27, 1868 ; Sidney J , born 3Iay 26, 1870 ; Stanley AV, born
May 17, 1873 ; Gracie L , bom 3Iay 21, 1875 ; and Carrie 31, born J u n e 26,1877.
Henry Shroyer departed this life 3Iarch 18, 1878 ; his widow has since had the
entire care of her children and the farm, which, by the aid of her eldest son, is
managed very successfully.
J A C O B SjHROYER, retired farmer; P. 0 . B r a n d t ; was born in Frederick
C o , Md., Nov7. 10, 1807 ; he emigrated to Ohio, with his parents, in the fall of 1819,
and stopped at Dayton, where they passed the winter ; in the following spring, they
moved to Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, and purchased 160 acres of land in Sec. 10,
where he spent the remainder of his life, owning at the time of his death 457 acres
of land. The subject of this sketch and one sister are the survivors of the family of five children ; he has always been engaged in agricultural pursuits, and, in
connection, has also dealt considerably in stock ; he owns about 641 acres of land
in this and Clark Cos, and has held office for about forty years ; has been Township Treasurer for twenty-one years ; in the spring of 1880, was elected to serve
his tenth successive term as Township Trustee. Six children were the fruits of
his first marriage—Thomas, 3Iatilda, Catharine E , Henry (deceased), Anna Alaria
(deceased) and Harriet; 3Iaria Shroyer, his wife, departed this life Sept. 23, 1842.
He afterward married Susan Stockstill, with whom he had six children—John AV,
Oscar, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel C. and Jacob (the last two deceased).
3Irs. Susan
Shroyer died Feb. 22, 1860, at the age of 46 years and 2 months. On Jan. 24,
1861, he married 3Irs. Priscilla 3Iendenhall, formerly 3Iiss 3Iann, with whom he
is living a very quiet and happy life.
J O H N SNELL, farmer; P. O. B r a n d t ; is a son of Jacob and Barbara SneU,
who came to Ohio by means of wagons, in a company of thirty persons in 1830 ;
they stopped in 3Iontgomery Co. for about two years, and then came to Bethel
Township, Aliami Co, and bought 120 acres of land, ou which they made some
additional improvements in the way of clearing, repairing the house and erecting
a new barn ; here they spent the remainder of their lives ; he died in 1855 at the
age of 59 years, and she in 1860 aged 60 years. The subject of this-sketch was
born in Rockingham Co, Ya., July 19. 1827 ; his cradle, while on the way to this
country, was the feed-box fastened to the hind part of the wagon ; in this he slept
while crossing the Ohio at AAiieeling. Being the oldest son, he had the principal
part of the work to do on the farm, as his father worked at the carpenter's trade;
in 1853, he settled on 82 acres of land iu the above-named township, lying in Sees.
3 and 9 ; here he has since resided, and, having erected new, substantial fann
buildings, he has a very desirable farm, in a high state of cultivation. His marriage with Alaria L. Rupp was celebrated Nov. 7. 1850 ; she was born in Lancaster,
Penn.. Feb. 15, 1830, and is a daughter of Samuel Rupp. who" came to this State
in 1837, and is still living in Clark Co. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Snell are the parents of three
children—Alinerva R., Jacob F. and 3Iary E. 3Ir. Snell and family, except one
daughter, are members of the German Baptist Church.
S. L. STOCKSTILL. farmer ; P. O. New Carlisle. Clark Co.; born in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co., Ohio, Aug. 27, 1817 ; is the son of Thomas and Catharine Stockstill. He was one of the very early settlers of this county ; his native State was
3Iaryland, but when quite young he removed to Tennessee with his father, who
was a speculator in slaves. Thomas, being conscientiously opposed to the slave traffic,
left Tennessee at the age of 16, and came to Ohio. At this time, there were only
five or six huts in Cincinnati, and a very few between that and Dayton, which then
consisted of one cabin, in which a man by the name of Acres kept a store, and
carried on quite a traffic with the Indians. Northeast of Dayton for a distance of
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twelve mUes, there was not a house, and no road but an Indian trail. He stopped
with old man Hain, an acquaintance of his from North Carolina, located in what is
now Bethel Township, Clark Co. ; his wealth then consisted in a horse, saddle,
saddle-bags, a few chisels, two gimlets and a broad-ax ; he never served an apprenticeship at any trade, but was handy with tools and did a considerable amount of
work in wood, and at shoemaking ; he made the first coffins used in this part of
the country. In those days, it would have been thought sinful to make any charge
for services of that kind, so that he has made many coffins without charge ; his
chief business was farming, and after his arrival in this State he took a lease for
twelve years of Leonard Hain, whose daughter Catharine he married about 1801 ;
in 1806, he left his lease and bought 80 acres in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, and
once more commenced in the woods. In addition to clearing up his farm, he
bought 120 acres more. He was a strict Methodist, ancl aided almost any church
of that faith within his reach. Eight of his children grew to maturity—Elias,
Rachel, Sarah, Susan, John N , Stephen L , Irvin J. and Catharine. Our subject
has always followed farming ; in connection with his farm work, he has made several useful inventions, as he felt a need for the several articles invented. His first
was a grain drill, the distributing principle of which is now used in the Superior
Drill, built at Springfield, and others. His other patents were for a clover
harvester, for heading clover in the field ; a riding attachment for breaking-plows,
and a meat cutter. His livelihood has been gained principally by the sale of these
patents. On the 18th of February, 1847, he married 3Iary J. Lucas, a native of Clark
Co., born June 4, 1826 ; by this union they have had nine children—James A ,
Catharine 0 , Chalmers T , Nannie C, Insco H. (deceased), 3Iaggie 31, Summerfield S.. 3Iinnie J. and Etta B.
SA3IUEL SULLIVAN, farmer ; P. O. Tadmor, 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio: bom
in Clark Co, Ohio, Feb. 11, 1814 ; was a son of James and Jane (31cAlister) Sullivan. Hewas one of the lineal descendants of the Sullivans who settled Sullivan's
Island, N. C, whence it derives its name. It was on account of his antipathy to
slavery that he left the land of his nativity and emigrated to Clark Co.. Ohio.
Their mode of traveling was quite in contrast with that of the present day. They
came through on pack horses, the mother taking two children with her on one
horse, and the father one child and their provisions on another, for a distance of
600 miles. He took a lease in the above-named county, and settled on the banks
of 3Iud Creek; at the expiration of his lease, he bought 160 acres, which he
improved, but by some mishap lost all. Being, perhaps, past the prime of life, he
never made an effort to retrieve his situation, and left his children to accumulate
what they could for themselves. He was a minister of the Christian Church for a
number of years. Our subject was accustomed to the hardships of frontier life,
but received an ordinary education, such as lie could obtain in those days by
attending school a few months in the winter season ; when, in his 17th year, he left
home to fight his way through life, working for the first summer at S6.50 per month,
and then took a job of clearing, by which he saved 27 cents per day ; he soon found
that he had not sufficient muscular power to make a living by hard labor, and
therefore decided to educate himself; having gone as far as the single rule of three
in arithmetic, and modes and tenses of verbs in grammar, the requisite of a teacher
in those days, he engaged to teach a term of three months ; he entered into an
article of agreement to commence at 8 o'clock in the morning, teach every alternate Saturday ancl received $21 for the term aud boarded himself; he followed teaching for six years, gradually increasing his wages until he received $20 per month.
Mr Sullivan has held an office of some kind for a number of years ; was Justice of
the Peace for twelve years, and is Representative of 3Iiami Co. at the present time ;
he is not an office seeker, but being a man of real worth, his office is a gift from
the people. In 1832, Nov. 4, he married 3Iaria Crook, a sister of Gen. George
Crook, the great Indian fighter. The fruits of this union are eleven children—
Thomas, James, Theodore, 3Iartha, John, Oliver, George. Florence (deceased),
Alice and Lizzie. The eldest son is a graduate of West Point. Although com-
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mencing life with nothing, he has educated his family and accumulated property
valued at about $100,000.
DANIEL WEAVER, farmer ; P. 0. West Charleston ; is a son of Peter
AVeaver, who came from Virginia to this State in an early day ; Dayton then contained only two houses, and Friend Town, afterward called AVest Charleston, consisted of one house ; he was one of the founders of the present town, and, in this
vicinity- he entered a very large tract of land ; at one time he owned 600 acres, but,
at the death of his wife, divided it among his children, reserving for himself a good
portion of the town lots and 40 acres adjoining. He afterward married Jane Ross,
with whom he had three children—Robert, Susan and Daniel. 3Ir. AVeaver was
born July 5, 1823, in West Charleston, where he remained until 17 years
old ; at that time he commenced the wagon-maker's trade with his brother, serving
an apprenticeship of five years ; he worked at wagon-making off and on for nine
years, and also followed grafting; having started in life with nothing but good
health, energy and an honest purpose to succeed in all his undertakings, he made use
of every honorable effort to gain a livelihood ; in this he has been successful; for he
now owns 80 acres of land in Sec. 8 of Bethel Township, on which he has made some
additional improvements, and has a desirable home. In 1846, 3Iay 20, he married Rhoda P. 3Iott, a daughter of 31 aj. 31 ott, of Connecticut, one of the Revolutionary soldiers ; she was born in Franklin, AVarren Co, Ohio, Aug. 11. 1826 ; the
fruits of this marriage are ten children—Peter S, 3Iary L , Sarah J , Phebe A.
(deceased), Eunice A. (deceased), Lydia 31, Daniel Lincoln, Emma Semantha,
John U. S. G. and Rhoda 3Iargaretta.
JOHN R. AVOODAVARD (deceased), born in Bethel Township, Aliami
Co, Dec. 5, 1835 ; was a son of AAilliam and Ann (Lee) Woodward ; she
was a native of A7irginia, born July 2, 1804, and came to this county in 1808, with
her parents, Benjamin and Sarah Lee, who were among the first settlers of Elizabeth Township, of this county, William Woodward was born in Pennsylvania
Dec. 9, 1780, and came to Ohio at a very early day ; he entered a farm in Sec. 29,
Bethel Township, Aliami Co, where he spent the remainder of his life ; his deatii
occurred Jan 14, 1848 ; his wife, now the AViclow Reyburn, still makes her home on
the old place ; they were the parents of three children—AV. W , of Sandusky- City,
is the only one living. John R, the youngest, was raised on the farm and owned
163 acres of land long known as the AVoodward farm ; at the time it was entered
by William AVoodward, there was a small village on it at the mouth of Honey
Creek, called Livingston, where there was a boat landing, and where farmers
brought their produce to ship to Cincinnati; his farm was well improved and in a
high state of cultivation ; in connection with the oversight and management of it
for about ten years, he was engaged in the oil business, as an oil producer, in Armstrong and A7enango Cos, Penn.; he served as Captain and then Lieutenant Colonel
in the war of the rebellion ; was a member of the 147th 0. A". I. His marriage
with Ella Bell was celebrated Oct. 14, 1856 ; she is a native of Springfield, Clark
Co, born July 31, 1840, the daughter of Stephen and AA7ealthy (Boardman) Bell;
she is a native of New York, born Aug. 10. 1794, and he of New Jersey, Aug. 18,
1774 ; his death occurred Nov. 14, 1852 ; his wife survived till Aug. 2, 1858. John
R. AVoodward departed this life Nov. 20, 1876 ; the father of two children—AVillie
B. and Ada L , who, on the 14th of October, 1879, was united in marriage with Harry
Ritter, born in Pennsylvania Alarch 29, 1849.
DANIEL YOUNG, retired farmer ; P. 0. Tippecanoe City ; was born in AVashington Co, Aid, in 1801. His parents emigrated to this State in about 1807,
and settled near Dayton, where his mother died thirteen years later; his father
then returned to 3Iaryiand and there passed the remainder of his days, departing
this life in 1855. Daniel, having been brought up on the farm, continued at that
business, working by the month at different places for about two years in Indiana.
In 1826, June 2, he married Elizabeth Shroyer, also a native of 3Iary7land. but the
exact date of her birth is not known ; she was a resident of 3Iiami Co. at the time
of her marriage. Tn the course of about a year they moved to 3Iontgomery Co.;
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they lived on rented farms till 1834, when they retumed to Miami Co, and he
worked for about two years at what he could get to do ; a part of the time by the
month, on a farm, at $7 per month ; in 1836, he bought 80 acres of land in the
woods, in Sec. 15, Bethel Township, and went to work to convert the dense forest
into a home; by excessive hard labor, however, he has succeeded in getting a very
comfortable place to live. He has been a cripple for nearly thirty- years, which
was caused by the bursting of a ligament, allowing the joint-water of the knee to
escape ; notwithstanding his lameness, and the many hardships he has undergone,
he is a very lively man for his age. And his wife, also, who is only six or seven
years younger than himself, is as active as many a woman at 50. They are the
parents of six children—David D , Louisa, Susanna, 3Iary C, Benjamin F. and
Sarah, deceased.

MONROE

TOWNSHIP.

D. F. ANGLEBARGER, blacksmith, Tippecanoe City ; one of the well-established business men of Tippecanoe City ; was born in Frederick Co, 3Id, June
17, 1840 ; he is of Irish-German descent; his father, D. S. Anglebarger, and
mother, Elizabeth Ramesburg, were both natives of 3Iaryland, and passed their
entire lives there; D. S. followed the pursuits of undertaking and farming; he
had a family- of four sons and two daughters by his first marriage ; our subject
was the youngest son: at the age of 13. he immigrated to Ohio, and located in
Clark Co, where he engaged as a laborer at various pursuits till he went to New
Carlisle and began the smithing business ; here he remained seven years; then
enlisted in Co. C, 110th 0. V. I , and was employed as a blacksmith ; he was in
the fight of AVinchester, under Gen. 3Iillroy, and was subsequently discharged on
account of physical disability ; returning, he located at Troy, Ohio, and, in 1864,
came to Tippecanoe City, where he worked for three years at "jour " work, and
then set up shop for himself; he is now located on Second, between 3Iain and
Dow streets ; his long experience as a smith, and careful attention to business,
have won for him the reputation of a first-class workman. He is a Republican in
politics, and an ardent supporter of the party ; he is also a member of the A, F.
& A. M. He was married Sept. 15, 1859, to Nancy Ross, a native of Clark Co.,
Ohio ; of the six children born to this union, two have deceased.
WILLIAM ASHWORTH, nurseryman, Tippecanoe City ; born in 3Iiddleton,
Lancashire, Eng, in 1836 ; is a son of George and Betsy (AVult) Ashworth ; he
followed the occupation of baker in his native country, and immigrated to America, with his family, in 1839, landing in Philadelphia, Penn., from where he came
direct to the present site of Tippecanoe ; here he leamed the shoemaker trade,
which he followed till his death, July 23, 1849 : his wife died April 3, 1876 ; he
had three sons, all yet living—two in Tippecanoe, and one in LeadviUe, Colo. ; our
subject is the oldest son, and was only 3 years old when he came with his parents
to his present place -T he was educated in the common school, and, at the age of
11, entered an apprenticeship at the shoemaker trade, serving two years and a
half; at the age of 16, went to Dayton, Ohio, and served about three years at the
harness trade ; he then turned his attention to gardening and the nursery business, which he has since continued at Tippecanoe; with his brother, he cultivates
one of the most extensive nurseries in this county ; he raises all kinds of fruittrees, ornamental shrubbery, vines and plants of all kinds (see card in directory);
his long experience in, and careful attention to, the business, makes their firm one
of the most reliable in the country, and they have gained the reputation of firstclass nurserymen. In 1862, he left the nursery for the " tented field," enUsting in
Co. D, 94th O. V. I , and served till the close of the war (over three years), participating in the foUowing battles : PerryviUe, Ky., Stone River, 3Iission Ridge and
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numerous skirmishes; joined his regiment, on Sherman's march, at the sea-coast,
having been detained on account of sickness ; retumed home and resumed hisformer occupation. He is a Republican in politics, his father being an " Old Line
Whig," and is a raember of the " Miami Valley Nurserymen's Association." H e
married Sarah AVilson, of this county, in 1857 ; two children, both now dead, have
been the issue of this union.
A L B E R T C. BES03I, merchant and dealer in agricultural implements, Ginghamsburg; is a person of note in the village of Ginghamsburg; his pleasant
address and correct business habits have made his name familiar to all as a person
of known honesty. The firm of Besom & Evans are the only ones doing business
at Ginghamsburg. He was born in Concord Township, J u n e 30,1850 ; his parents,
Christian and Rebecca Besom, were parents of five children—3Iontgomery, J o h n
C, Albert C, Amanda and Catharine ; Christian commenced business at Ginghamsburg in 1855, continued it for two years, when Albert took charge of it, and
has conducted it successfully since. His marriage to 3Iiss Harriet Cotterman.
occurred in 1869. They have three children—Warren H , Clarence H. and Norah
B. 3Irs. Besom's parents, Henry and Sarah Cotterman, emigrated from Pennsylvania in 1831, and were the parents of twelve children, eight of whom are living—3Iargaret, Elizabeth, 3Iary A , Harriet, Sadie, John, Adam and Franklin. Mr.
Besom is a Republican, and a prominent member of A7andalia, No. 657,1. 0 . O. F . ;
he is also a member of the Christian Church, and, as he was never known
to utter an oath or take a dram in a saloon, we feel a just pride in placing
such facts upon record; he is also Postmaster of the village, and fills that position
with credit.
J . AA7. BOAV3I AN, merchant; Tippecanoe City ; bora in Frederickstown, Union
Township, in 1845 ; is the son of James and 3Iary7 Bowman ; he passed his boyhood and youth in his native place, doing work on the farm and in the store, and
attending common school; he took a business course in the Toledo Commercial
College, graduating in 1864 ; came to Tippecanoe in 1863 and managed a grocery
under j . Bowman & Son, and in 1866, went into the dry goods business, under t h e
firm style of Bowman, AVells and Co.; after several changes made in the firm, MrBowman purchased the store in 1873, since when he has been operating it on his
own responsibility ; his large and increasing trade, with fuU stock of well-assorted
goods, attests his skill and success in this business ; he is located in the " Morrison
Block," where, in a large and spacious room, he displays the fullest stock of goods
in the place, which he sells at lowest prices. He married, Nov. 27,- 1866, 3Iaggie
M. Penny, of 3Ionroe Township. Two sons, Frank P. and Howard E , have been
the issue of this union.
AV. F. CALDWELL, Editor Herald, Tippecanoe City ; born in Tippecanoe
Jan. 8, 1857 ; is the son of C. L. and Mary (Stewart) Caldwell, the latter a native
of this county, and the former of Delaware Co, Ohio. C. L. was a marble cutter
by occupation, and came to this county- when a young man. He was married in
Troy, Ohio, and had seven children ; from Troy he moved to Tippecanoe, and subsequently- to Kansas, where his death occurred in 1873. Our subject, the oldest
of the family, was reared and schooled in his native place, obtaining a good education ; at the age of 18 he left school, and entered the drug business at Deshler,
Ohio, which he soon abandoned and leamed the printing business, under Col.
Horton, of Tippecanoe, which he has since followed ; he became one of the proprietors ofthe Tippecanoe City Herald, 3Iarch 1880. He is a member of the Lutheran Church, the " Faithful Temperance League," and is a Republican in politics.
3Ir. Caldwell is an enterprising and promising young man of Tippecanoe.
R, R. CARPENTER, physician, Tippecanoe City; was born in Chenango
Co, N. Y , in 1818 ; his father, Noah C , a native of 3Iassachusetts, was an early settler in Chenango C o , and was a fuller by occupation ; his death occurred in 1869,
at the age of 89. He was married to J u d i t h Waite, of Connecticut, who was a
descendant of the first settlers of Chenango Co, dying in 1850, and her mother in
1847, at the advanced age of 98. Noah Carpenter had nine children, eight of whom

644

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

still survive. R. R. is the fifth child, and passed his early life in his native place,
attending school till the age of 12, when he was placed in a drug store ; remained
at this tUl the age of 20, thus acquiring a good knowledge of materia medica, which
has served him well in his professional life; in the meantime he devoted all his
leisure time to reading medicine, and when he left the drug store he entered the
BeUevue 3Iedical College of New York, and graduated in 1843; one year after, he
began his career as a physician in Danville, Penn. ; in 1849, he left Danville and
went to New York City, where he continued his practice till 1856, when he came
to Tippecanoe, where he has since been in the practice ; he gives special attention
to chronic diseases, and is a well-established and reliable physician ; personally, he
is pleasant, affable and sociable in his intercourse with his fellow-men. He has
been married twice ; first, in 1854 to Fidelia Warford, of Pennsylvania, who died
in 1866. His second marriage was in the fall of 1866, to Julia King, of this county,
who died in April, 1877. One daughter, by the first union, constitutes his family.
The Doctor is a member ofthe A , F. & A. 31. of Tippecanoe.
CHARLES B. CHAFFEE, Tippecanoe City. He was born in Colesville,
Monroe Township, this county April 26, 1852, and is the son of S. L. and Barbara
(Cecil) Chaffee; S. L. is one of the foremost business men of Tippecanoe, born in
Ontario Co., N. Y , in 1818, and was brought up to the manufacturing business ;
he emigrated to Ohio in 1833, and in 1838 to 3Iiami Co. Our subject came to
Tippecanoe City with his parents when about 5 years old ; he received his primary education in the common school of this place, and, at the age of 14, entered
- Antioch College, at yellow Springs, where he remained one year, and then spent
the two subsequent years in Oberlin College ; but failing health required him to
abandon the schoolroom ; in the fall of 1870, he went to Buffalo, N. Y, and engaged in the general liquor trade till January, 1872, when he returned to Tippecanoe, and embarked in the distillery business till 1874, and then went to Toledo,
where he remained in the same occupation till 1878 ; since then, he has chiefly
given his attention to farming interests, operating a farm of 2,500 acres in AVhite
Co, Ind, 1,200 acres of which are under cultivation ; he is amemberof the Knights
of Pythias and Congregational Church of Toledo. He married Alma A. Freet, of
Wyandot Co., Ohio, near Tymochtee, in November, 1873 ; a son and daughter have
been the issue of this union.
LEVI CLARK, farmer ; P. 0. Tippecanoe City. He is one of the few remaining early native-born citizens of 3Ionroe Township; he is the son of John Clark,
prominently- mentioned in the township history ; he was born Nov7. 22,1818, about
one and a half miles northwest of Tippecanoe ; he is the oldest of a family of ten,
four of whom are dead ; the scenes of his boyhood and youth were in this vicinity,
where his whole Ufe has been passed ; his education was obtained under the difficulties of pioneer times ; reared on a farm, he has always made farming his principal occupation ; he served an apprenticeship at the tanner's trade, but never followed the business ; he located on the present site of the township, with his parents, in December, 1839, and consequently has had a residence here coeval with the
town ; under the gold excitement, 3Ir. Clark made a trip to California in 1852, covering the distance from the 3Iissouri River in the remarkably short time of sixtytwo traveling days ; he located in Georgetown, Eldorado Co., and engaged in
mining with fair success, retuming by the Panama route and New Orleans, consuming fourteen months on the entire trip ; he has a particular fondness for hunting,
and makes his annual trips to the hunting grounds of 3Iichigan, AA7isconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska, etc, being regarded an expert and successful hunter. Formerly
an " old-line Whig," casting his first vote for Gen. Harrison in 1840, his political
views naturally fell in with the Republican party7, with which he has always been
identified. He was married, Feb. 13, 1840, to Clarinda Ramsey, of this county, who
was bom in Elizabeth Township in 1821, and is the daughter of Allen and Hannah
Ramsey, early pioneers; of their family- of six sons and five daughters, three sons
and three daughters are dead, some dying in infancy.
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COFFMAN & SPENCER, grocers, Tippecanoe City; one of the leading
firms of Tippecanoe.
Edward Coffman, member of above firm, was bom in
Montgomery Co, Ohio, Sept. 10, 1844, and is the son of Jesse and Eliza (McCord)
Coffman, both natives of Pennsylvania ; Jesse was a cooper by trade, and emigrated to Ohio in 1833, locating first in Little York, 3Iontgomery Co, and subsequently in West 3Iilton, for a short time, and finally in Dayton, where his death
occurred in 1859 ; he had four sons and five daughters, two of whom have died,
one son in the late civil war. Our subject is the sixth child of the family, and
was reared and schooled in the city of Dayton ; at the latter place he was engaged
as a clerk in a hotel, and one year ago came to Tippecanoe City and has since been
doing a large trade in the grocery business ; he is located in Room 2, Chaffee's
Block, where he keeps the largest stock of groceries in the city, and, judging from
the appearance of the goods in his large and spacious room, he fully understands
his business. Their motto is, excellence in quality, integrity in transactions, low
prices and quick sales. 3Ir. C. is connected with another grocery in Dayton, Ohio,
under the same firm style. He married 3Iiss Louisa Spencer, of Dayton, Ohio, in
1871, and has one child, a daughter, 7 years old. 3Ir. C. finds expression for his
political views in the Republican party.
B. F. CUSHWA, coufectioner and baker, Tippecanoe City ; was born in this
county, in 1851, and is the son of G. AA'. Cushwa, a native of 3Iaryland, and a
miller by trade ; lie emigrated to Ohio in 1840. and located in this county. He
was married to Sarah J. Nicholls, and had five children, of whom our subject is
the oldest; he was reared principally in the mill, ancl educated in the common
school, and so well did he improve his educational opportunities, that he was early
prepared to enter the profession of teaching ; this he continued about four years,
and was telegraph operator two years, and then embarked in the bakery and confectionery business, which he has since continued with success ; he is located on
the south side of 3Iain street, between 1st ancl 2d, where he keeps on hand a full
stock of confectioneries, fresh bread, cigars and tobacco. He has, also, a neatly
arranged ice-cream parlor, where he serves fresh ice-cream at all times during the
season (see card). He is one of the enterprising young business men of Tippecanoe, and reliable; his motto is, excellence in quality and integrity in all his
transactions.
J O H N DUNCAN, retired farmer ; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City. ' John Duncan is a
son of Amos Duncan, who came to this townsliip in 1807 ; he was a native of North
Carolina, and, on his way to the AVest, stopped in Greene Co, and there married
Aliss Elizabeth Beal, probably in 1806 ; they had three children—Isaac. Elizabeth
and Amos ; his wife died a few years after coming to this county, and he married
his second wife, 3Iiss Rachel Coate, in 1812 or 1813 ; they are the parents of five
children—John, Samuel, Nelson. 3Ioses and Sarah—all living, except the two last
named ; 3Irs. Duncan died in 1855, and her husband in 1873. John Duucan, the
subject of this sketch, married 3Iiss Nancy A. Jones Dec. 6,1835 ; eleven children
was the result of this marriage, of whom Jonathan. Estley, Aaron, Lucinda A ,
Nathan ancl Catharine are living ; all are married ; 3lr. Duncan lives at his ease,
ancl a tenant looks after his farm. Both himself and wife are members of the
Christian Church, and 3Ir. Duncan is also a member of Tippecanoe Lodge, No.
174, A , F. & A. 31. His farm contains 117 acres, well improved, which was in his
boyhood covered with a dense forest. For fifteen years he has been a Director in
the public schools, and is a man of influence in his neighborhood.
J O H N E1DE3IILLER, farmer ; P. O. Tippecanoe City ; is known from the
center to circumference of this county ; his parents emigrated from Darmstadt,
Germany, in 1832 ; John was born in 1825 ; they reared seven children—John,
George, 3Iartin, Henry, 3Iary, Elizabeth and 3Iaria J.; all are married, and live in
this neighborhood ; the old folks, Peter and Annie E. Eidemiller, made a visit to
Germany in 1857, but, during their long absence, their old friends had died or
moved away; their stay was brief; they felt like strangers in a strange land ;
America was dear to their hearts, and they were glad to return ; they were almost
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shipwrecked, a violent storm coming up, that lasted two days and nights; Mr.
EidemiUer was a large contractor and builder of pikes, and in his business made
much money ; he died in 1877 at the age of 76, and his wife in 1879, aged 78
years. John was married to Miss Seraphine Lavy in 1851; they were the parents
of 3Iartin E , Sarah J , John L , AVilliam H. and Peter F. (who died in infancy);
3Irs. Eidemiller died in December, 1861 ; in July, 1862, 3Ir. Eidemiller led to the
marriage altar Miss Augusta 3Iiller, of A7andalia, Ohio ; they have seven children
—George P , Warren, Laura E , Dorsey G, Wade, Lilly and Webster ; 3Iartin E ,
John L. and Sarah J. are married and live in this county. Mr. Eidemiller is one of
our most prosperous farmers, owning 240 acres of fine land. He and his wife are
members of the Lutheran Cnurch, and also of Kentucky Home Grange; he is a
conservative Republican, and believes in the greatest good for the greatest number.
The amount of stock reared is large, and the income derived from the farm a handsome one ; he built five miles of the Piqua and Troy pike, six and one-half of the
Troy and Stillwater, two and one-half of the Dayton and Hyattsville pike, and
now superintends them for a distance of eight miles from his home.
ROBERT M. EVANS, merchant and dealer in agricultural implements, Ginghamsburg. The grandparents of Esquire Evans, on both sides, were among the first
settlers in this county, and his wife's parents also came at an early day. Joseph,
Evans, Esquire Evans' grandfather,came here in 1801, and his mother's father in 1804.
The inhabitants of the county were mostly Indians and wild beasts. Robert Evans
was married to Miss 3Iary Jenkins in 1824, and they were the parents of Aaron,
Louisa, Jesse, Kahren, Robert 31. ancl Elizabeth; the four latter are still living.,
and are all married. Esquire Robert Evans was wedded to 3Iiss 3Iinerva J. Keller, in 1867 ; they have five children living, one dying in infancy ; their names are,
respectively, Lilly, Arietta, Korah, Zenitia and Laura. 3Irs. Evans' parents had
eight children—3Iinerva, Sarah, 3Iargaret A, Ellen, Alice, AVilliam E.. Alvin E.
and Joseph W.; Mrs. Keller died in 1876. Esquire Evans was one of the brave
men that enlisted in 1864, under the banner of his country, in Co. G. 147th 0. Y. 1.;
for four years and three months he was a member of a military company, the
Home Guards. In 1876, he was elected Justice of the Peace, and vvas re-elected
in 1880. He is a partner in the firm of Besom & Evans, dealers in dry goods, groceries, agricultural implements etc, etc, doing business at Ginghamsburg. He
was for two terms Master of Fidelity Grange, is a conservative Republican, and an
honest man. Both himself and wife are members of the United Brethren Church,
and are good and useful members of society.
G. L. FAVORITE, merchant, Tippecanoe City ; one of the well-established
business men of Tippecanoe; was born in Alonroe Township, in 1841, and has
Uved here since, with the exception of three years, when he was in Toledo. His
parents were Abraham Favorite and Eva Long, the former born in Virginia, from
whence he emigrated to this county just previous to the war of 1812, in which
struggle he served as a teamster, teaming from Greenville to Ft. Wayne. He was
a farmer by occupation, and passed the remainder of his life in this township, dying
in 1848. He was married twice, and had five children by first marriage, two of
whom still survive. His second marriage was in the spring of 1828, with Eve,
daughter of George and 3Iargaret (Green) Long, by whom he had six children, five
still living. Eve was born in Augusta Co, Va, Feb. 28, 1798, and died two years
ago, over 80 years old ; she was brought up under the benign influences of Christian parents, and, at the age of 15, became a professor of religious faith, and continued strong in the faith until her death. In 18—, she emigrated with her parents
to Greene Co., Ohio, and, a few years subsequently, moved to 3Iiami Co. Our subject, the tenth child ofthe family, lived on a farm till 18 years of age, and attended
a common school, receiving the usual farmer boy's education. At the age of 18
he was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade, and followed this fourteen years; then
fanned three years, when he embarked in the hardware and farm implement trade,
in Tippecanoe. He is located on North Main street, between First and Second,
where he keeps on hand a fuU line of stock and furnishes aU kinds of agricultural

MONROE TOWNSHIP.

647

implements, making self-binders a specialty. He is a careful and reliable business
man, and interested in all matters pertaining to the welfare ofthe community. He
is a Republican in politics, a member of the Town Council, and is Assistant Chief
of the Fire Department, with which he has been connected since its organization.
He married, in 1869, 3Iaria O'Connell, of this county, and, in 1875, 3IiUie Gates, of
this place. He had one daughter bv the first, and one son by the second marriage.
DAVID FETTERS, carpenter" Tippecanoe City; born in 1848, in Union
Township, this county ; is the son of David and Elizabeth (Hill) Fetters, the former
of Pennsylvania, born in 1804, and the latter of Virginian descent. David, S r ,
a wagon-maker by occupation, immigrated to Ohio when about 21 years old, and
located in Darke Co.; from there he came to this county, and then returaed to
Darke Co, where he now resides. He had six sons and three daughters, two sons
and one daughter of whom are dead ; one son, Josiah, was kiUed in the late war
at the Atlanta campaign. Our subject is the fifth child of the family ; his early
life was that of a farmer boy, and, at the age of IS, he learned the carpenter trade,
which he has since followed. He has resided in Tippecanoe City since 3Iarch,
1868. He enjoys the reputation of a first-class workman, and many of the fine
residences of Tippecanoe and vicinity stand as monuments of his workmanship.
He exercises his right of franchise with the Republican party, but is no politician.
He is a member of I. 0 . 0 . F. of Tippecanoe. He married 3Iary E , daughter of
Peter Fair, originally of 3Iaryland. They have a family of five children.
A. J. FULLER, hardware merchant, Tippecanoe City ; born in Clark Co,
Ohio, in 1844 ; comes of English ancestry. His father, James, was born in 3Iontgomery Co, V a , ancl emigrated to Clark Co. in 1813 or 1814, where he purchased a
farm and passed the remainder of his life, his death occurring in 1872, at the
advanced age of 82. He was married twice, first to Didama Thompson, by whom
he had five children, and secondly, in 1844, to Sarah Sheets, of Bedford Co, Penn.
She was born in 1801. and is the daughter of Andrew Sheets, a gunsmith bv trade.
His grandfather was a soldier in the war of 1776. and he, Andrew, was old enough
to perform guard duty in the same war. He moved with his family in 1806, to
AVilson Co, Tenn, where he remained six years a neighbor to Andrew Jackson.
In September, 1812, he pioneered his way to 3Iiami Aralley, and located in Elizabeth Township, this county, where he passed the remainder of his active life, dying
in 1843, in Clark Co. Our subject was the only child by the second marriage; he
made farming and stock-raising his occupation till about five years ago, when he
located in New.Carlisle, ancl engaged in general merchandising for two years ; he
then located in Tippecanoe, and embarked in the hardware business ; he is located
on South Alain, between First and Second streets, where he keeps on hand a full
stock of hardware, pumps, paints, etc.. which he sells at lowest prices. He casts
his vote with the Democratic party, but is no politician. He is a member of the
I. O. 0 . F. ancl Encampment, He married 3Iary E. Stafford, of Clark Co, in 1868.
Five children have been the issue of this union.
S. & H. A. GALLOAVAY, druggists. Tippecanoe 'City ; one of the wellestablished firms of Tippecanoe. All the advantages of a thorough acquaintance
with drugs and medicines are possessed by these gentlemen. Samuel Galloway,
the senior member of the firm, was born in Greene Co, Oct. 18, 1833, and is the
son of Andrew and Alary (Collins) Galloway ; Andrew was born in Bourbon Co, Ky7.,
Nov. 7, 1796, and was the son of James G.. a noted pioneer of Kentucky and Ohio.
The ancestral line extends back to Scotland, whence seven brothers came,
previous to the war of 1776, and located in Pennsylvania ; here James was born,
and from there moved to Bourbon Co.. K y , in an early time, and in 3Iarch, 1798,
pioneered his way to Greene Co, Ohio, locating on the west bank of the Little
3Iiami, five miles above the present site of Xenia ; he was in the struggle for
American Independence, and participated in many of the frontier wars with the
Indians ; he was wounded several times, carrying bullets in his body to his g r a v e ;
he was an intimate friend of Kenten and Boone, and Tecumseh was a frequent
visitor at his house in Greene Co.; he became the first Treasurer of Greene Co., and
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his son, James, was the first Surveyor. A brother of our subject has held the
surveyorship of the county for twenty-four years. The family has been extensively7
identified with the public offices and interests of Greene Co. since its organization ;
Andrew was a farmer by occupation, and one of the prominent citizens of Greene;
his death occurred March 26, 1864 ; his wife, 3Iary, was born in Lancaster Co,
Penn, July 3, 1798, and settled in Greene Co. in the spring of 1816 ; her death
occurred Feb. 25. 1872. Our subject continued on the farm till 22 years old,
receiving his primary education in the common school, and a more advanced course
in the National Normal, of Lebanon, Ohio ; at the age of 22, he entered the profession of teaching, and continued it till Oct. 9,1861, when he enlisted in the United
States service, in which he remained over five years. We give below a recommendation by William B. Gaw, Col. 16th U. S. C. I , which gives his military career:
April 15, 1866.—;' The bearer here, Capt. Samuel Galloway, 16th U. S. C. I , I
take great pleasure in commending to the favorable notice of his friends. Capt.
Galloway entered service the 9th of October, 1861, as a private in the 74th 0. V. I ,
and was promoted successively to Corporal, Sergeant, and on the 14th of 3Iarch,
1864, was examined for a position in the colored troops and passed a first-class
Captain, when he was immediately assigned to the command of a company in 16th
U. S. C. I. This officer has conducted himself, duiing his military career, in such a
manner as to win the esteem and confidence, as well as the approbation, of his
brother officers ; he has exhibited rare qualifications for commanding troops, and
his integrity, valor, sobriety, urbane manner and ability in all the ordinary forms
of business, have never been questioned ; he was examined for position of 3Iajor a
short time before muster-out of regiment, and came fully7 up to the standard
required.—WUliam B. Gaw, Col. 16th U. S. C. I." 3Ir. G. engaged in the battles of
Stone River, Chickamauga, Lookout 3Iountain, 3Iission Ridge, etc., besides numerous
skirmishes ; was taken prisoner at the battle of Stone River, and during the thirty7
days in which he was held prisoner passed one week in Libby ; his regiment of
colored troops were mustered out April, 1866, and he was detained on court-martial
duty7 till his " muster-out," which occurred Nov. 6,1866 ; he then went to Chicago,
and engaged in the drug business, on AV. Lake street, under the firm of Sherwood &
Co, till June, 1867, when he purchased an interest in his present store, then conducted under the firm style of S. & AV. C. Galloway ; Feb. 1, 1876, the present firm
name was adopted. 3Ir. G. was in the the Government employ from 1869 to 1874,
as United States Storekeeper of the Distilleries of Tippecanoe City. He is a
Republican in politics, and has held his share of town and township offices ; he now
holds the office of Township and City Clerk, and is a member of the Royal Arcanum
of Tippecanoe. He married, May 24, 1866, 3Iary A. 3Iorris, of Shabbona Grove,
IU. ; of the six children born of this union, two have died. H. A. Galloway, junior
member of the firm, was born in 1842, in Greene Co, and is a brother of S. Galloway. In August, 1862, he enlisted in Co. D, 74th 0. Y. I , and in the following Januarywas discharged, on account of physical disability; has since been engaged in
farming and in the drug business. The above firm is reliable, and thoroughlyeducated in the knowledge of drugs, and tlieir careful attention to their business
has won for them the esteem and confidence of the community.
I. KIRK GILBERT, physician, Tippecanoe City, was born in Newberry District, in the town of Newberry. S. C, in 1819 ; he is the son of Dempsey and Milla
(Lestar) Gilbert; his early ancestors were found in the colonists of Virginia ; they
found their way to South Carolina previous to the war of 1776, and many of them
participated in that struggle. Dempsey G. immigrated to this State with his family in 1834 ; he was engaged in the cotton culture in his native State, and being
overtaken by pecuniary reverses, he was induced to emigrate ; he located permanently in this, Monroe Township, where his death occurred in 1859. Of a famUy of three sons, our subject is the oldest; his boyhood was passed on a
plantation in South Carolina; he was 14 years old when he came to this State.
His early education was limited, as being the oldest of the family the management
of the farm early devolved upon him ; he began reading medicine early in life, and
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in 1843, placed himself under the tutorship of Dr. Keifer, of Troy ; he attended
lectures in the Ohio Medical CoUege during the sessions of 1846-47,1850-51,1851
-52, graduating in the latter year. Since 1847, he has practiced in this locality,
except three years, which he spent in Germantown, Dayton, etc. ; in 1872, he took
Cincinnati Hospital Clinics. Dr. G. is a thoroughly read and careful physician. H e
was married in the spring of 1852 to Mary 3IcPherson, of New York State, a sister
of Dr. 3IcPherson, one ofthe first physicians of this locality.
S. D. HARTMAN, physician, Tippecanoe City ; born in Tippecanoe, Aug. 14,
1846 : is the son of Dr. A. B. Hartman, of Lancaster Co., Penn, who was married
twice and had two children by the first, and six by the second marriage, which was
with Delilah Campbell, of this countv. Our subject is the oldest child of the second
marriage; he was reared and schooled in his native place, and at the age of 16,
learned milling, subsequently becoming a telegraph operator, being an assistant in
this place, where he acquired the art. and then operated in the Troy office for
twenty months ; he left the office in September, 1869. entered the medical college
of Ann Arbor, Mich., and took a course of lectures ; in the spring he returned to
his native place, read and practiced with his father till September, 1871, when he
returned to Ann Arbor, and graduated in the following spring. He has since been
practicing in Tippecanoe City, where his energy and careful attention to his profession have won him the confidence and esteem of the public, building up a
large and lucrative practice. He was in the LTnited States service in the late civil
war, from 3Iarch to September. 1865. as a member of 196th 0 . V. I. In politics
he is a Repubican. He is a member of the following societies : 3Iiami County
3Iedical Association. Western Ohio 3Iedical Association. Ohio 3Iedical Association,
A , F. & A. 3 1 , I. 0 . 0 . F. and Royal Arcanum, and also a member of the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church. He was married in June. 1875, to 3Iiss Laura Bvrkett, of
this county, and they have two daughters.
H. E. HAAVA'ER, grocer. Tippecanoe City ; one of the well-established grocers
of Tippecanoe ; was born in Frederick Co, Aid, iu 1838 ; his parents were of American birth and German descent; his father. Jacob, being a farmer by occupation;
he had six sons and two daughters, all of whom still survive ; Jacob died in 1863,
the first and onlv raember of the familv who has died, his wife still surviving at
the advanced age of 80 years. Our subject is the youngest of the family; he lived
at home until he reached majority, assisting in the duties of the farm, and attending school, his scholarship ending at 15 : in the fall of I860 he came to Tippecanoe,
where he has since resided: he vvas first occupied as a laborer at various pursuits,
till 1869, when he engaged in the machine shop and at coopering with his brother
till 1871. when he embarked in the grocery business : he is located on 3Iain, between
First and Second streets, where he keeps on hand a full line of groceries of the
best qualities ; he is a careful and reliable business man. and commands the esteem,
and confidence of the public. His political views are expressed in the Republican
party, of which he has always been an ardent supporter. He married 3Iary C. Young,
of 3Iiami Co., Bethel Township, in the fall of 1861 : two sons and one daughter
have been the issue of this union.
GEORGE AV. H A W V E R . cooper. Tippecanoe City: vvas born in Frederick
Co., 3Id., in 1821; is the son of Jacob and Elizabeth Hawver (see H. E. Hawvefs
sketch) ; he is the oldest of the family : was brought up on the farm ancl early
inured to farm labor ; his early education was obtained under the imperfect subscription system: he remained with his father till 1849. when he emigrated to
Ohio, locating in Bethel Townsliip. this county : was engaged as a laborer at various pursuits till 1854. when he engaged in the stock business for the subsequent
six years, under the firm style of John Broan & Co.; he then engaged in the coopering business, which he has since followed. He has the confidence of the pubUc r
and is one of the enterprising citizens of Tippecanoe. A self-made man. beginning
with nothing but a will and mind determined to succeed, he has established a
permanent home, and acquired a competency ; he is one ofthe stock-holders i n t h e
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" wheel works " of Tippecanoe. He is a Republican in politics, and finds his religious creed in the M. E. Church. He was married in 1859, to Angeline Alann, of
Miami Co, and a descendent of early pioneers.
J O H N K. H E R R , miller and grain-dealer, Tippecanoe City ; was born in
Washington Co, M d , in 1824, and is the son of Rudolph and Mollie Herr ; Rudolph
was a farmer by occupation ; his death occurred in 1860. He had a family of twelve
children, of whom our subject is the eleventh ; he was raised and schooled in his
native State, and emigrated to Ohio in 1841, making the trip here in a two-horse
wagon; worked one year near Xenia, and then went to AArarren Co, where he
remained about five years ; subsequently milled in Dayton, Ohio, and Knightstown.
I n d , and in 1852 came to Tippecanoe and engaged in the milling business with his
brother, first renting and afterward purchasing his present mill property, which he
has since operated with eminent success; he also deals largely in grain; is a careful and reliable business man, and a much-respected citizen, taking an active part in
matters pertaining to the welfare of the community.
E L I W. HONEY3IAN, farmer ; P. 0 . Troy ; is a prominent farmer ; his
parents, J o h n and Mary Honeyman, of A'irginia, were pioneers, who emigrated to
Miami County early in its settlement. J o h n was a soldier in the war of 1812 ;
we regret that so little can be learned of them. Eli was born in 3Iiami Co..
May 14, 1834 ; Sept. 29, 1859, he was united in marriage to 3Iiss Annie, daughter •
of J o h n and 3Iary 3Iiller. They were also pioneers, and should have a place in
this history ; their children were ten in number, four only survive—Albert, whose
sketch appears in connection with other noted men of 3Ionroe Township. Thomas J.,
Rhoda Z. and Annie, the wife of Eli Honeyman. They have been the parents of
seven children, of whom Oliver 31., AA7illis R., Alattie and Orv, survive; Oliver was
bom 3Iarch 7,1863 ; Willis, Dec. 11,1865 ; Alattie. 3Iay 27,1872 ; Ory, Jan. 4,1874.
They are all attending school and learning rapidly. 3Ir. Honeyman has always
been prosperous in business, and owns a nice farm of 119 acres ; he has been
connected with the public schools in capacity of Director. He is a conservative
Republican and a good neighbor.
J . H. HORTON, editor ; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City ; was born in AA'estchester
Co, N. Y , Sept. 5, 1834, and comes of English ancestors ; he came to this county
with his father, Joseph C , in 1839, and located in P i q u a ; his father was a smith by
trade, and still lives in Piqua. retired from active work. Col. Joshua H. is the oldest
of a family of five children ; he was reared and schooled in Piqua, and early learned
the printer's art, which he has followed principally through life ; after serving an
apprenticeship he worked at journey-work till i860, when he started the Piqua
Democrat, which he conducted till the outbreak of the war, when he responded to
the first call for troops and enlisted in the l l t h 0 . V. I. as 2d Lieutenant of Co. F. At
the expiration of three-months term of service, he re-enlisted as private, and was soon
promoted to the same rank which he held before. In this regiment he served two
years, and was promoted from 2d to 1st Lieutenant, and to Adjutant of the regiment,
which office he filled one year ; he then went into the 84th 0 . V. I , which he assisted
in organizing, and was appointed Adjutant, and was discharged at the end of one
year on account of physical disability ; while with the l l t h O. Y. I. he was in
West Virginia, and engaged in numerous severe skirmishes, the most important of
which were Tyler Shoals, Mill Creek (2 clays), Hawk's Nest (2 days), Sewell Mt,
Gauley M t , Cotton Hill (6 days), and over twenty road and brush fights with rebel
forces from 200 to 4,000 ; with the 84th 0 . V. I., he engaged inTaght at Tate's
Ford, retreated with the army to Louisville, Ky.. and after fight at Perryville was
taken prisoner by 3Iorgan's forces, but was soon paroled ; after his discharge he
returned home and remained an invalid for the following year ; went to Dayton, Ohio,
and superintended the U. B. printing establishment for four years, when he came
to Tippecanoe in 1869 and founded the Tippecanoe City Herald, which he continued
to operate successfully till quite recently, when poor health required him to
abandon the office ; has the appointment for census taker for Monroe Township, and
is Lieutenant Col. of 3d O. N. G. During the railroad riots of July, 1873, his
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regiment was called into service to suppress the mob in various places in Ohio.
€ol. H. was highly complimented for services during this time. He finds expression for his political views in the Republican party ; is a member of the A, F. &
A. M.j I. 0. 0. F. and Encampment, and is a representative, from this district, of
the Grand Lodge Encampment. He was married in December, 1855, to Miss Rebecca
31. Hannan, of Piqua. Six children have been the issue of this union,
FRED HUBER, butcher, Tippecanoe City; one of the oldest business
men in Tippecanoe ; was born in Switzerland in 1830, and is the son of John and
Anna (Suter) Huber, the former a miller by trade, which he leamed from his
father ; he died when our subject was quite young. The subject of this memoir is
the only child of the family, and emigrated to America in 1853, landing, after a
voyage of sixty-eight days, at Quebec, Canada, thence to Cleveland, and thence
to Dayton, Ohio, where he worked two years ; he finally came to Tippecanoe, where
he has since been engaged in the butchering business; his shop is the oldest
established in the place, and wholly reliable; his long experience in and careful
attention to his business commands the patronage of the public (see his card in
directory). He married Elizabeth Rupp, of Switzerland, in 1857 ; they have two
daughters.
^D A VIS T. JESTER, farmer; P. 0. Ginghamsburg: is one of the sons of William
S. and Ann Jester, who take front rank among the pioneers, William being born in
1801 ; his wife, Ann Pearson, was Benjamin Pearson's daughter, and was bom in
1800 : they came from Soutii Carolina, and their family history may be traced to
the coming of AVilliam Penn; their marriage was in 1824, as nearly as can be
ascertained, and they were the parents of ten children—Davis, Alary, Harry, 3Iagdalena, Lavina A. and Lucinda are living, and all married except 3Iary ; Davis
was married to 3Iiss Keren H. Evans in 1868 ; she was the daughter of Robert
and 3Iay Evans, who were married in 1835, and had six children—3Iary L , Aaron,
Jesse J , Keren H , Robert 31. and Elizabetii; all are living except the two eldest.
Davis and his wife are the parents of two children—Davis L. and Ira; 3Ir. Jester
was previously married to Miss Jane Coate, in 1862 ; they had two children—Delia
S. and Charles AV.; their mother died in 1864; they live on a nice farm of 85
acres ; his father lives with Henry Harshman, the husband of Lucinda. William
Jester is next to the oldest man now living in this township.
AIRS. SALLY KERR is the mother of numerous sons and daughters, whose
biographies appear in this work, and we venture the assertion that no sketch of
any person will be of more interest than even this condensed report of only a few
incidents in her life ; she was born in Pennsylvania in 1800 ; is a daughter of
Jonathan and Olive Thompson. Her parents had ten children, and, as they grew
rapidly. 3Ir. Thompson wishing to purchase land enough for them when lie had
the means, sold his farm in Pennsylvania, himself ancl eldest son went to Canada
and purchased 1,000 acres. They removed thither in 1810, and were getting comfortably settled when the Indian war of 1812 broke out in all its fur}*. 3Ir.
Thompson refused to take the oath of allegiance to the British Crown, and was
therefore forced to flee for his life. He came to Cleveland, and from there sent a
letter to his wife bidding her come at once and bring with her such things as she
could carry. The Indians were by this time very troublesome, and numerous outrages had been committed, and the news that they were to leave the settlement
was hailed with joy. They started in midwinter when the snow lay deep upon
the ground. Their route was through an almost trackless forest, but they started,
nevertheless, with one ox and one two-horse team, hitched to sleds loaded with all
they could conveniently carry. Sally was then 11 years old, and went in front,
driving the team of horses while her mother drove the oxen. Owing to the
stumpy character of the road, the oxen broke the tongue out of the sled to which
they were hitched, the first night, and they were forced to stop in the dense woods
and stay during the night, with no light, no fire, and the wolves howling on every7
side. During the long hours of the night, the mother and little Sally had to pace
back and forth through the snow to hold the wolves at bay and keep themselves
'
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from freezing. The other children were as well protected from the cold as was
possible with blankets, etc., but 3Irs. Thompson's feet were so badly frozen that
she was unable to walk for weeks afterward. At daybreak, they left the oxen and
the disabled sled and started with the other team. After traveling four or five
miles they came to a cabin, where they hired a man to go back, repair damages,
and bring the team to his house. The next day's journey brought them to the
home of a brother of Mr. Thompson, where they- had to stop, as the suffering
endured by 3Irs. Thompson with her frozen feet, forbade them continuing the journey. They stayed there three weeks, perhaps, when three men with whom her
husband was acquainted stopped at the house, and told Mrs. Thompson if she
would put herself and little ones under their protection they would see her safely
to Cleveland. 3Ir. Thompson, Sally's uncle prevailed upon her to stay a short
time with him, as he also intended leaving the countiy. She consented, and the
mother and children took an affectionate leave of Sally, expecting soon to meet
her again. But that parting was destined to be forever, and the daughter, who is
now an aged woman, has seen nothing of either parents, brothers or sisters, from
that time to this day, neither has any tidings been heard from any of them, and if
any of the family are to-day living, they mourn Aunt Sally, the subject of this
sketch, as dead. The parting was one never to be forgotten, and. though parents
and children may never meet again on earth, we trust that in Heaven above, where
no sorrow nor parting is known, their union may be complete. Sally's uncle was
also obliged to make his escape, as he was drafted into the British Army, and she
was again left with her aunt as an only friend. Shortly after, she was placed in
charge of a man and his wife who said they were also going to Cleveland, and
again she started to join her parents. The people with whom she found herself
afterward proved to be ballet dancers, and, after wandering about the country
awhUe, came to Ft. 3Ieigs. Disregarding their promise, they left her here among
a lot of French and Indians, while she was the only American in the place. Their
food was hominy and fish without salt, and she frequently prayed for death instead
of this semi-captivity and disgusting food. But as there is always a silver lining
to the darkest cloud, so were God's mercies to be extended to our little Sally.
Some time during August, a band of 400 savage warriors, painted for battle, and
commanded by Col. Cromer, stopped at the fort. The Colonel, noticing her, asked
her why she was there, and after hearing the story, told her if she could ride a
horse to Fort Piqua, he would carry her that far. She joyfully consented, as the
hope of again seeing her friends was still paramount in her bosom. Accordingly,
she was mounted on a man's saddle, and the journey of 200 miles commenced.
Their route was through an unbroken wilderness, with only a bridle path marking
the way, and they rode single file, she being next her protector, the Colonel. She
recognized many articles that the Indians had with them as trophies, as belonging
to people whom she had known in Canada; but she was not molested in the least
by them, the Colonel always having a tent stretched for her accommodation, and
placing guards about it. Upon their arrival at AVapakoneta, Ohio, the savages
were halted, as they were here allowed their ration of rum. Sally was placed in
charge of an Indian squaw, who could talk some English. She, fearing that danger
might happen (as the Indians when drunk were always dangerous), told her. as she
had a pony- of her own, she would take her to Fort Laramie, distant twenty miles.
They started to a neighboring cabin to borrow a sidesaddle, when they met two
drunken Indians. One of them spoke to Sally (remarking about her beauty), when
the squaw told her to run and hide; this she did and reached the hut she had just
quitted, the Indian giving chase ; she climbed into the loft and covered herself with a
lot of skins that had been placed there. The Indian climbed up, but seeing no
one, departed with a malicious grunt of dissatisfaction. The squaw soon returned,
leading her pony, bridled and saddled, and assisted her to mount. By this time it
was dark ; they started and arrived at Fort Laramie before daylight, the squaw
walking aU the way. After taking leave of Sally in an affectionate way7, she at
once started back to her cabin, not waiting for daylight. Upon her arrival at
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Wapakoneta, she informed Col. Cromer, who, upon his arrival at Laramie, again
took charge of her, and delivered her in safety to J o h n Johnston, Indian Agent at
Fort Piqua, remarking to him that he wanted him to be a father to the girl. H e
then resumed his march, as he was taking the Indians to some point in Kentucky.
She lived with 3Ir. Johnston's family a y-ear, perhaps, and as she was an adept in
spinning, manufactured 130 pounds of wool into stocking-yam, during three months
of her stay. She then went to 3Irs. Ewing's to live, and finally made her permanent home with 3Ir. Jesse 3Iiller, with whom she lived until her marriage to James
Kerr, in 1818 ; she first came to Fort Piqua in August, 1812. During their married life they had eleven children—Hanford, Hamilton, George, Margaret, Jonathan, Rebecca, AVilliam, James, John. Perry and Sally A.; seven of these children
are now living, and are all persons of prominence in the community in which they
live. Her husband. James Kerr, was very prosperous and accumulated quite an
extensive tract of land. He died July 11, 1863, his widow (the Aunt Sally of
our sketch), lives now on the old homestead.
CAPT. NEAA7ELL K E R R (deceased), was, during his lifetime, a prominent
man, not only as an agriculturist, but a local politician as well; he was the only
one of the name in Aliami Co. that espoused the Republican cause, but his motive
for doing so was no doubt a pure one. His marriage to 3Irs. 3Iartha J. Kerr was
celebrated Sept. 21, 1851. ancl for three years they resided on the farm now owned
by Joseph Conrey. on the Dayton P i k e ; from there they came to the beautiful
farm upon which 3Irs. Kerr now lives, which is appropriately named Glen Forest.
3Irs. 3Iartha Kerr is a daughter of John D. and Nancy Fowler, who came to this
countiy in 1821, and were always prominent citizens.
The death of Newell Kerr
occurred July 16. 1876 ; in his lifetime he was a prominent Magistrate, and, during
a nine-years official career, never had one of his decisions reversed ; he held a commission as Captain in the Home Guards, but, when the war broke out, resigned his
captaincy and enlisted in Co. L, 8th U. S. C. ; he was in Hunter's memorable raid
through the Shenandoah A7alley, and endured many hardships and privations; he
was captured by the rebels at Beverly, W. A7a, and thrown into Libby Prison, the
horrors of which are graphically described in the histoiy ofthe civil war in America;
he was exchanged after forty days' confinement, weighing 180 pounds upon entering the prison, and only ninety-eight pounds when released ; this was caused by
starvation alone, and the blood-curdling tales related by those who were confined
in that prison pen are truly appalling : he was discharged in April. 1874, having
given his life almost in the defense of his country ; all their cnildren were born
before his enlistment—John F.. Edward A7, Rhoda. Hamilton, Lulu 31.. Carey F.
and Carrie Evalyn; 3Irs. Kerr's son. by her first husband, also enlisted, and died
during his term of service ; four of the cliildren are married : Hamilton married
3Iiss Eva 3Iartin, of Xenia, Ohio, ancl manages the farm, which is beyond question
the best-arranged farm in 31onroe Township ; the elegant residence is luxuriously
furnished : everything that wealth can procure is lavishly supplied ; books, music,
works of art, etc, are everywhere seen in profusion ; the style in which they live
is not equaled, perhaps, by any family in the county.
3Ir. Kerr was one of the
leading spirits in the Kentucky Home Grange, which was organized under his management, and he was a number of terms 3Iaster of Tippecanoe Lodge, A„ F. &
A. 31.; he was an honorable, conscientious man, and did his whole duty as a
husband and father, a neighbor and a soldier.
J AAIES KERR, iarmer: P. 0. Troy ; is the first one of his name to give us information of his family histoiy. and Alonroe Township furnishes a list of family reminiscences equal perhaps to any in the county. A long historical sketch appears of
Sally Kerr, the wife of James Kerr, and the parents of Hanford. Hamilton, George,
3Iargaret. Jonathan. Rebecca. AVilliam, James, John. Perry and Sally A. Kerr.
To avoid repetition, we here state that her children are nearly all represented in the
biography of this work, ancl Aunt Sally's sketch will explain where and when they
settled in the county. J a m e s was born in 1834 ; his education is a good one. I n
1858, his marriage to Aliss 3Iary E. 3IcPherson was celebrated, and they purchased
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the farm upon which they now reside, in 1860. Their four sons were bom and
named in the following order : James 31, bora Jan. 15, 1859 ; William M., bom
Dec. 8, 1860 ; Wesley S, Nov. 13,1865 ; and Albert B , born Dec. 30, 1867. tinder
the able management of 3Ir. Kerr, assisted by his sons, the farm is a source of
great revenue. The boys promise to make men of substantial character and intelligence. James Kerr is an honorable and upright 3Iason, is now 3Iaster of Franklin Lodge, No. 14, A , F. & A. 31, and also is 3Iaster of Concord Grange, No. 144 ;
both himself and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a
Democrat in whom there is no guile ; for many y-ears he has been connected with
the public schools, and is also Pike Superintendent in this district. He is a generous, hospitable host, and enjoys the confidence of every man who knows him.
PERRY KERR, farmer ; P. 0 , Troy ; is 3Irs. Sally Kerfs youngest son, and
has managed the home farm for many years, and the general appearance of the
buildings and farm are indicative of his care and adaptation for his business ; the
brick residence is the first one of the kind erected in the neighborhood. Perry was
married to 3Iiss Susannah E. Kessler 3Iarch 28, 1876 ; her father was wounded at
the battle of Lexington, Ky, and died from effects of the injury. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Kerr
are the parents of Hanford W, born Feb. 8,1867 ; Cora A, Jan. 29, 1869 ; Susannah E , Nov. 26, 1870; Alva 31, Feb. 23,'1874; Sarali E., Dec. 24, 1876; and
Martha A , Feb. 13, 1879. They are a splendid family of children. Through the
efforts of Perry and James Kerr, the Nashville and Troy (Branch) Pike was built,
which is one of the best in the township. Perry Kerr is owner of 220 acres of
elegant land, which was mostly purchased by himself, and contains the principal
part of the homestead ; the site of the old home has never been disturbed by the
plow, and is revered as " consecrated ground." 3Iany things dear to childhood's
memories are yet to be seen; the rock upon which they cracked their hickory
nuts, the remains of the walnut stump that stood at the end of the porch, and
three trees that were budded by different ones of the family, and since have been
called by their names ; the old hearth-stones, and the old chimney-place are still
visible, and are the dearest objects to the family, who revere the memory of the
man who did so much for them in childhood's happy hour. Aunt Sally makes her
home with Perry and his amiable wife, and is now 81 years of age. Perry, like his
father, is a lavish provider of the good things of earth, and follows in his political
footsteps, Democratic, first, last and always.
J. A. KERR, attorney, Tippecanoe City ; was born in Chambersburg, 3Iontgomery Co, July 7, 1853, and is the son of J. T. Kerr, and a direct descendant of
George Kerr, the pioneer ; J. T. is a farmer by occupation: born in this township 3Iarch
11, 1828, and married Feb. 10,1851, to 3Iatilda, daughter of Col. AA'estlake, an early
settler ; by this union he had a family of five sons and one daughter ; one son died in
infancy. He is the son of James and the grandson of George Kerr, who was born
in the county of Kerry, Ireland, near the Lake of Killarney and the Eagle's Nest;
he married Martha Newel, of the same place, and came to America with his parents just previous to the Revolutionary- war, in which struggle he took a part;
was one of the first settlers in 3Iarietta, Ohio, and, in 1813 or 1814, moved to Lebanon ; his father was brutally murdered by the Indians ; he had six sons and one
daughter. Our subject is the second child of the family ; he passed his early life
on the farm, attending the common school till 16, when he entered the National
Normal, of Lebanon, Ohio, and attended it for two subsequent winters, where he
leamed the science of surveying, which he has since practiced ; as early as 1868,
he tumed his attention to the study of law, and, in 1873, was admitted to practice in
the State, and, at the age of 23, was admitted to the United States Courts; in the fall of
1873, he located in Tippecanoe, where he has since been engaged in the practice of
law; he has, by careful attention to business, won the confidence and esteem of
the public, and is one of the promising and energetic young attorneys of 3Iiami
Co.; in politics, he is a Democrat, and a member of the City Council. He was
married, at the age of 20, to Elizabeth, daughter of Lemuel Coat, a descendant
of Samuel Pearson, a pioneer; one daughter has been the issue of this union.
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GEORGE KERR, farmer; P. 0 . Troy. The last man of the Kerr family to
place on our list is as well known in this county as any man now living in i t ; he was
a brother to Newell, John and Furnace Kerr, and it may be proper to remark that
the Kerr and Miller families are the best represented in this work, and the most
wealthy farmers in 3Ionroe Township. George was born July 16. 1831 ; he married 3Iiss Nancy J. Culbertson in 1853 ; they are the parents of Samuel H , Otto
and Otho (twins); Samuel was born Oct. 18, 1856; Otto and Otho, Jan. 17, 1858;
the other child died in infancy ; Samuel is the husband of 3Iiss 3Iinnie E. Stewart,
and Otto married 3Iiss Elizabeth Northcutt. 3Irs. Nancy Kerr was bora March
8, 1836. 3Ir. Kerr owns 500 acres in this county, part of which is in Concord
Township ; the extreme neatness of this farm must be seen to be appreciated;
evidences of wealth abound everywhere. For the past twenty-one years, he has
been connected with our public schools, and his long continuance in this capacity
is evidence of his good judgment; he has also been 3Iaster of 3Ionroe Grange for
the last seven years, and is one of the charter members of Coleman Commandery,
K. T.. No. 17 ; these are honors of which his children may well be proud, and
gladly are these laurels incorporated in the family biography ; himself and brothers
are acknowledged leaders of the Democratic party in their neighborhood, and better
men cannot be chosen as standard-bearers.
FURNi_.CE KERR, farmer; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City. Furnace Kerr ranks high
in the estimation of our people, and we are pleased to note that his father, Hamilton Kerr, came to this county in 1806, before any settlements worthy of mention
were made, the wild deer, the panther and the Indian having full sway in the trackless forest, which has given way to the inarch of progress, until our beautiful land
ranks second to none. Furnace is the youngest child of Hamilton and Rhoda
Kerr, and was born on Sec. 18. Feb. 22. 1836; there were three other sons ; the
Pearson and Newell Kerr farms were the first ones settled upon in this township.
Furnace was wedded to Aliss Anna, daughter of David and Annie Skiller, of Shel.
by Co.. Jan. 6, 1870 ; he was an almost confirmed bachelor, but now makes a
model husband : they are the parents of Enona and Hamilton, two lovely children. The buildings upon this farm are the finest in 3Ionroe Township, and are
second to none in the county ; the house is luxuriantly furnished, and everything
necessary for pleasure or comfort has been procured ; to say that we feel a just
pride in the sons of 3Iiami Co., would be a feeble expression compared to tlieir
industry and prosperity ; the 3Iiami Valley against the world for wealth and productiveness. 3Ir. Kerr is a Jacksonian Democrat, an honest man, and a member
of Tippecanoe Lodge of A.. F. & A. 31.
3IRS. ANNA KESSLER, P. O. Troy ; 3Ir. and 3Irs. Kessler were both born
in this county—he Nov. 13. 1816. she 3Iarch 10,1819 ; she is a daughter of Solomon and Barbara Hoover, who were also born in the county—he in 1795, she in
1800 : 3Irs. Kessler has one brother and two sisters living—Sarah Leighton,
Nancy Blue ancl Henry Hoover. Her marriage to 3Iartin Kessler vvas celebrated
on April 3. 1838. Esquire David Jenkins performing the ceremony. They had
eleven children—AVilliam H. H.. born Jan. 13. 1839 : Susannah E., born Sept. 7,
1840 : David S.. born J u n e 18. 1842 : John 0.. born J u l y 31. 1844 ; Samuel C,
born 3Iarch 24, 1847 : Solomon W.. born April 8. 1849 ; Sarah 31., born 3Iarch7,
1851; 3Iartha A., born Sept. 17. 1854: 3Iartin AV.. born June 2. 1857 ; Webster
P , born J u n e 19. 1859, and Elizabeth B., born Sept. 20. 1862 ; all are living, and
five are married. 3Ir. Kessler was a gallant soldier during the war of the rebellion, but died during his terra of service; he was a good man. and highly respected
by all who knew him ; his death occurred J u l y 23, 1863 ; the remains were brought
home in October following, and were interred in the AVheelock Cemetery. The
widow and six of the children live on the farm, which is superintended by the
sons, and furnishes a good income. John. William and Samuel were also soldiers during the war of the rebellion, and were brave and daring volunteers.
We remember with pride our gallant men who filled the ranks, from 3Iiami Co.,
and are ever ready to do them honor.
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ERNST KOETITZ. carpenter, Tippecanoe City; was born in Germany in
1830 ; his father, Nicholas, was a carpenter by trade, and manied 3Iary Scholl. by
whom he had thirteen children ; eight still survive. Our subject, the second child
of the family, was reared and schooled in his native country ; at the age of 15. he
learned the carpenter's trade, and has since followed i t ; he emigrated to America
in 1859, landing in New York City, whence he came to Tippecanoe ; here he
engaged at once at his trade, and, in the early part of 1868, formed a partnership
with the firm of Trupp, AVeakley & Co.; Air. K. is one of the industrious and enterprising citizens of Tippecanoe City, and is always found interested in matters
pertaining to the welfare of the community. He is a member of the H. 0 . D.
and of the German Lutheran Church. He has been married twice, first, in 1859
to 3Iary Roehling, of Germany, and, second, to 3Iary Schoch. of the same place
in 1876.
H. L. LEH3IAN. farmer; P. 0 . West 3Iilton. Henry L. Lehman is a native
of Pennsylvania, and came to 3Iiami in June, 1852 ; in 1854, his wedding was
celebrated, he leading to the marriage altar 3Iiss Catharine Kellar ; his trade is
that of a miller, and, during his early residence in this country, lie followed this
business; in 1856, he purchased the fine fann upon which he now resides, since
which time his attention has been devoted to agriculture ; they have sever, children living—Daniel. 3Iary E.. Samuel C . John, Annie. Emma and David : Henry
is not living ; David is the husband of 31iss Alga Haines, and resides in 3Iarshall
Co, Ind. ; Mr. Lehman owns 135 acres of land, and upon it is a splendid orchard,
small fruits, etc.. of every variety known in this climate ; he has the finest sorghum mill in the county, and the best and latest improved machinery ; both himself and wife belong to the :: Church of God : " three terms he has held the office
of School Director in his district; his sons cultivate the farm, and Mr. Lehman
lives at his ease; they are surrounded vvith comforts on every hand, and are both
good ancl useful members of society: he is also considered one of the best theologians belonging to his church, and is also well posted on the current topics of the
day.
T. C. LEONARD, superintendent wheel-works, Tippecanoe City ; was born in
Covington. 3Iiami Co.. in 1850. and is the son of Joseph and 3Iargaret Leonard ;
Joseph followed merchandising most of his life, his death occurring when our
subject was quite small; he had four children, two of whom have died ; T. C. is
the youngest of the family : his boyhood ancl youth were passed in his native
place, attending school; his business career in Covington was passed as a clerk in
a dry-goods store, where he obtained that practical education which has secured
him success since : he came to this place in the fall of 1876. and at once took
stock in the wheel-works known as the - Ford & Co. AAiieel-AA'orks," where he has
since been engaged ; he has lately been made superintendent of the establishment;
it is one of the most extensive factories in the county, and employs continually
from seventy-five to one hundred hands, turning out from fifty to sixty sets of wheels
per d a y ; the establishment has gained a wide reputation for manufacturing the
best quality of work, which is evidenced by the demand for their work being
much larger than the supply ; Air. Leonard is one of the most enterprising young
men of Tippecanoe, with good business sagacity. Politically, he is a Democrat ;
personally, affable ancl pleasant. He is a member of the Town Council. He was
married, in 1875, to Alary, daughter of Jacob Rohrer : one son and one daughter
have been the issue of this union.
YOUNG G. 3IcCOOL, shoemaker. Fidelity: has a history of interest,
and, although 75 years of age, does good work at the bench, and has followed
this business for fifty-five consecutive years ; he was born in 1804, in Newberry
District, S. C ; his parents moved first to Savannah. G a , thence to North Carolina,
thence to Virginia, and lastly to Aliami Co.; his father, James D. B. 3IcCool, was
born in 1777, and Charity Chapman, his wife, in 1781 ; three of his children—
Young G , William and Grace 3Iehaffy, are now living. Young was married to his
first wife, Miss 3Iargaret Cloyde, in January, 1828 ; they were the parents of six-
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teen children, eight of whom are living—Esther Stanfield, William, Caroline
Houser, Eliza Cress, Thomas A , J o h n A , Hannah Zimmerman and Jesse ; all live
in this county except Alfred and Caroline ; 3Irs. AIcCool died in 1862. During the
late war, Young enlisted in Co. L, Sth 0 . Y. C, and was honorably discharged in
1864. His marriage to 3Irs. Elizabeth Hepher was consummated July 20, 1867 ;
they had no children ; her death occurred in 1876, since which time 3Ir. 3IcCool
has been his own housekeeper ; he is a jolly feUow, and dispenses his charity7 with
a liberal hand ; many a needy person has been the recipient of his bounty ; he is
still as sprightly- as a lad of 20, and has worked in the harvest field for fifty-five
consecutive years ; his library is large, and he is a great reader ; and last, but not
least, he is a Republican, and reveres the grand principles of his party.
SA3IUEL 3IcGIFFIN, physician and surgeon, Tippecanoe City ; prominent
among the physicians of Tippecanoe: was born in Guernsey Co, Ohio, in 1824, and
is the son of David and Nancy (Hudson) 3IcGiffin, both of the same county. David
was a farmer, and followed the pursuit of agriculture and stock-dealing throughout his active life ; he still survives at the advanced age of 86 years ; he had nine
children, of whom the Doctor is the fifth child ; he was brought upon the farm, and
received his early education in the characteristic pioneer log cabin, under the usual
difficulties of his day. At the age of 14. he moved with his parents to Jackson
Co.. and here began the study of medicine at the age of 17, under the tutorship
of Dr. Kenan ; he continued his studies here a few years, and then entered the
practice in Berlin, and at the end of two years established himself in Allensville for ten
years, and then returned to Berlin in 1860, and went to Waverly, Pike Co,where he remained till the breaking-out of the war, when he repaired to Camp Douglas, Chicago,
and became surgeon ofthe 15th ATeteran Reserve Corps, but subsequently, was placed
in charge of the " Rebel Prison AVard Hospital." at the same place, where he
remained until the spring of 1864, when he returned to Ohio, practicing a short
time in Zanesville, and then went to Perry Co, where he entered the ministry- of
the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church ; his eminent success in this field is attested
by the fact that he took charge of a circuit in great disorder and confusion from
political factions, and by much earnest labor brought it to a good condition, and
added 186 members to the church. At the end of the year, he resumed his practice, and came to this county in April, 1871. where he has since successfully
practiced. The Doctor feels the responsibility which his profession imposes upon
him, and is conscientious and careful in the discharge of his duty. He finds his
religious creed in the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church, and, vvith his wife, is a faithful member of the same. He was married in 1849 to Aliss Elizabeth Smith, of
Jackson Co.. Ohio. One child, who died in infancy, has been the issue of this
union.
ROBERT 3IARTINDALE, farmer: P. 0 . Ginghamsburg. The gentleman
whose name heads this sketch, has spent more than a half-century within sight of
his present home ; he was born in 1827. and his parents. John and Amy 3Iartindale,
were well known ; he was born in South Carolina in 1798, and settled on 3Iill Creek,
near Frederickstown, in 1808. Amy was born in Pennsylvania in 1806, and came
to 3Iontgomerv Co. in 1818. Thev were married in 1823 : the children were twelve
in number, and eleven of them are yet living—Jesse, Elizabeth. Robert, 3Iary,
Samuel, John, William, Stewart, 3Iartin. Rebecca. Cynthia A. and 3Iartha. All
the children were living at the time of their parents' death. The father died in
3Iarch, 1859, the mother, April 28, 1865 : they were among the noted pioneers,
and reared a family that are an honor to the county. Their eyes beheld the beauty
of the country they loved, and their lives were the better for helping in its development. Their son Robert, was wedded to 3Iiss Alvina AVaymire in 1849. Her
father is the oldest man living that was born in Butler Township, Alontgomery
Co. Her mother, 3Iary Gallihan, was born in that county, and her ancestry were
from North Carolina. Mr. and 3Irs. 3Iartindale are parents of one child, only
—Alexander G.; he was born Jan. 14, 1851, and married 3Iiss 3J.ary- Coppock, a
daughter of one of the pioneers, in 1871 ; they are the parents of Dora, Charles
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and Samuel, bright and splendid-looking children. Mr. Robert Martindale lives
like a prince ; his house is a neat one, his barns and other buildings large and
commodious ; he owns 110 acres of land, equaling any in his neighborhood. >He
was a volunteer in Co. G, 147th 0 . V. I. during the war, having rank of 3d
Sergeant. Both himself and wife are members of the Christian Church, and he is
also a member of Coleman Commandery. As a host, he cannot be equaled in this
or any other county, and his name, for honor and veracity, is without a stain.
F. C. 3IERKLE, harnessmaker and saddler, Tippecanoe City ; was born in Auglaize Co. April, 1851; is the son of Charles T , a native of Germany, and a wagon-maker
by trade ; he married Ann E. Cottenberger, of Germany, by whom he had nine children, five of whom still survive. Our subject is the third child of the family, and was
reared and schooled in the town of Wapakoneta, his native place ; began an apprenticeship at the harness trade at the age of 14, and served some three years ; he then
engaged at butchering for three years, and then at railroading for three years, when
in 1874 he came to Tippecanoe and began the manufacture of harness, and, by his
enterprise and careful attention to business, has established a gratifying trade ; he
is located on North 3Iain street, between First and Second streets, where he keeps
on hand a full line of first-class stock. He took a course in the Commercial College of Dayton, Ohio, in 1871, thus acquiring a thorough business education. He
is a m e m b - r ofthe A , F. & A. 31. and 31. R. A., of Tippecanoe. He married Elizabeth Pohlkotte, of Montgomery Co.. in 1873 ; they have a family of three children.
A. AV. MILES, confectioner, grocer and Postmaster, Tippecanoe City : was
born in Newton Township, this county, Nov. 27,1839, and is the son of AVade and
grandson of Jonathan 3Iiles, one of Newton Township's first settlers. Wade was a
native of same place, and a farmer by occupation; he was married twice, first to
Mary Tucker, of this county, and second to Alalinda Hayes, nee Thomas; eight children were born of the first, ancl one child of the second marriage ; a son ancl two
daughters are dead. The subject of this sketch is the second child of the family.
he was brought up on the farm, and educated in the common school. He assisted
in the duties of the farm till his father's death, and one year after this, began the
profession of teaching, which he continued till 1858 ; in the fall of 1858, he entered
a dry-goods store as clerk, and continued here till the outbreak of the late rebellion, when, at the first call for troops, he responded, and entered the army as a member o f t h e l l t h 0 . V. I , Co. H, inwhich he served till the close of the war, a period
of four years three months and five days ; enlisted as a private and was promoted
to Corps Commissary, which office he held when mustered o u t ; participated in the
hard-fought battles of second Bull Run, South 3Iountain, Antietam, Chickamauga,
3Iission Ridge, around Chattanooga, Atlanta campaign, besides numerous skirmishes ; was with Sherman to the sea, in the campaign of South Carolina, at close of
the war, and from latter place went to Washington City, ancl then to Louisville K y ,
where he was mustered o u t ; he returned to Tippecanoe and engaged as clerk in a
dry-goods store till 3Iay, 1868, when he became clerk in the post office, and in
March, 1869, received appointment as Postmaster, which position he has since filled
with fidelity and satisfaction to the public. In connection with the post office, he
keeps a full line of fancy groceries and confectionery. His motto is excellence
in quality, integrity in transactions, low prices and quick sales. He finds his political views in the Republican party, and has frequently held the office of Township
Trustee. H e is a member of the A , F. & A. 31. and 31. R. A. of this place, and also
a member and clerk of the Baptist Church of this place. He was married in January, 1867, to Mary C. Wesler, of this county, who died last Febuary7, leaving four
sons, a son and a daughter having previously died.
J O H N MILLER, grocer, Tippecanoe City ; one of the well-established
•business men of Tippecanoe; was bora in Baden, Germany, in 1834; his father,
PhiUp, was a farmer by occupation and raised four sons and two daughters, of
whom our subject was the youngest son ; he was reared on a farm and schooled in
his native country. He immigrated to America in 1854, landing in New York
from which place he came to this, where he shortly engaged in the coopering busi,

MONROE

TOWNSHIP.

659

ness ; this he foUowed two years and then embarked in the occupation of a baker,
which, with hotel-keeping, he continued till 1875, when he engaged in the grocery
trade. He is located on North 3Iain, between First and Second streets, where he
keeps on hand a full line of groceries and queensware, which he sells at lowest
prices ; he is reliable and honest in all his dealings. In poUtics, he is a Democrat,
but no politician. He has been member of the CouncU, and for five years of the
fire department, of which he is now Treasurer, and in 1861 carried the maU from
Charleston to Brandt. He married Catharine Steck, of Alsace, Germany, in 1858.
Of the five children born to this union, one has died.
A L B E R T 3IILLER, farmer; P. 0 . Troy. Albert Miller was born and reared
in the township in which he resides, his parents, John R. and 3Iary Miller, then
being residents of the county. He was 20 years of age when wedded to 3Iiss
Amanda Honeyman, which event was celebrated 3Iarch 25, 1852. Squire David
Jenkins tying the nuptial k n o t ; his parents gave him one horse, a cow and a
feather bed ; after farming with his father one year, he began business for himself.
3Ir. and 31rs. Albert 3Iiller were the parents of nine children, of whom five are
now living—3Iatilda J , Calista Belle, Ella D , Cora E. and Lulu 31. 3Iatilda married Lewis Schafer ; none of the others are yet married; they are eminently fitted
to adorn any position in society. 3Ir. Miller is a Democrat of the conservative
stamp ; his wife is an excellent housekeeper ; their residence is neatly fumished,
and Mr. Miller provides liberally for his family. The splendid farm of 60 acres,
with the neat residence and substantial outbuildings, surrounded by forest trees,
is a home as cozy as any in the township,
J. AV. 3IILLER, farmer ; P. 0. Troy ; is the eldest son of John Y. and
Rebecca 3Iiller ; was born April 22, 1838. 3Iiss Sarah A. Shoemaker, of Dayton,
became his wife in 1865 ; their children were born in the following order : AAilliam A , Sept. 20,1867 ; Asbury AV., Feb. 22,1870 ; Isaac N , Jan. 20,1872 ; BeUe,
Aug. 27, 1875 ; and Jeannette R.. 3Iarch 17. 1878 ; they are a most interesting
family of children; 3Irs. 3Iiller is a native of Pennsylvania, and was raised in a
city, but, as a farmer's wife, she can scarcely have an equal; 3Ir. Miller proposes
to move to Kansas in the spring of 1881, and engage with his brothers in the
stock business ; 3Iiami Co. will thus lose one of her best men, who can illy be
spared; they are both influential members of the 31. E. Church, and here wUl
their loss be felt. 3Ir. 3Iiller sold his elegant farm last year, and intends investing a large part of his money in lands in Kansas. He carries with him the kindest wishes of everv family in 3Ionroe Township.
I S A I A H K. 3IILLER, stock-breeder; P. O. Troy. His mother, Rebecca Kessler, was born in this county in 1813. and his father, John A7. 3Iiller. in BerkeleyCo, A7a, in 1803 ; he came to this county in 1832, and was married at the residence
of the bride's parents, in 1834; David Jenkins. E s q , conducted the marriage ceremonies ; an old log cabin was the birthplace of their first children ; six of eight
children born now survive—John W , Henry H , Levi S, Isaiah K , Susannah E.
and Elizabeth J . ; almost the entire tract of countiy was then covered with heavytimber, and the pioneer was used to rough fare, and the howling of the wolves;
every year found them prospering, and 3Ir. Miller, at the time of his death, which
occurred Sept. 17, 1878. was owner of nearly 900 acres; Isaiah has had practical
control of the farm since the age of 16, and his experience in breeding thoroughbred stock has made him famous throughout the country ; his herd has produced the finest Durhams in the county ; himself and Levi S. Miller have purchased
a large tract of land in Kansas, upon which Levi resides ; they are now conducting the breeding of thoroughbred cattle on a large scale: J. K. Miller is also partner in the steam saw-mill near his residence. His marriage to 3Iiss Lizzie Cron
was celebrated Feb. 5, 1874, in Cincinnati, Ohio ; her parents were natives of Jefferson Co, V a , but now live in this county. They are, at this time, the parents
of two children—Samuel C. and 3Iinnie V.; 3Irs. Rebecca 3Iiller makes her home
with her son Isaiah, and they have everything necessary for the promotion of comfort. The tidy house, the neatly trimmed orchard, substantial bams, etc., etc.,
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give evidence of the best of management, both indoor and out; theirs is a happy
and pleasant lot in life.
JOHN MILLS, farmer ; P. O. Ginghamsburg ; the subject of one of our most
wonderful biographies, is well known in this neighborhood ; his grandfather, Elias
Mills, was born in 1683, and married Miss 3Iartr_a Stiles ; he weighed 485 pounds,
and was considered not only the strongest but also the fleetest man in the world ;
he challenged England to produce a man who could compete with him as an athlete ; a man came, and they7 started in a race, Elias easily coming out ahead and
running backward all the while ; he was killed by a kick from a horse, at the remarkable age of 140 years. John Mills was born in 1812, and was the youngest
son of Richard and Martha Mills; they emigrated to 3Iontgomery Co, in 1800 ; he
was a blacksmith, and was of great service to the early settlers ; they were the parents of Jonathan, Lydia, Rachel, Lutitia, Ira, Henry, John and Gideon ; John is
the only one now living of this large family. He married 3Iiss Elizabetii Watkins,
in 1836 ; they were the parents of twelve children, three of whom are deceased ;
Cerelda, Richard, Carletta, Joanna, 3Iahala, Sarah, David, Henry and Joseph C.
are Uving ; five are married, and live in this county ; John and his wife are grandparents of twenty-one children ; his farm consists of 80^ acres of land, which is
cultivated by his sons ; he is a Democrat, and has reared a family of sons who are
all strong in the faith ; his descendants can hereby trace their relationship to their
great-grandfather, who was supposed to be the strongest man living in his time.
JACOB W. MYERS ; farmer ; P. 0. Tippecanoe City ; is a native of Lancaster Co., Penn, and was born in 1822 ; his parents were named Daniel and
Hester 3Iyers ; his mother died when Jacob was one year old; as he grew to manhood, he learned the trade of weaving, and, in 1842. in company with some friends,
emigrated to Clark Co. He engaged in weaving near Carlisle, previous to his marriage to 3Iiss Elizabeth Shuman, which event occurred in 1850 ; one and a half
years after the marriage, 3Irs. 3Iyers died, also their infant daughter, Alagdalena.
He continued weaving in winter and farming in summer, until his marriage to Miss
Sarah 3Iott, in 1855 ; they are the parents of ten children, of whom Mary J. and
Lilly F. are deceased. Daniel is the husband of 3Iiss 3Iary Gottschall, and has two
children—George Arthur and Bertha Estella ; AVilliam, Eunice L , Otho P , Calista
E , Jacob W , Sarah E. and Charles are now living with their parents, ancl form an
interesting family. Jacob is a prosperous farmer and generous provider; has
always voted the Republican ticket; his wife and daughters are excellent housekeepers.
LUCINDA NEAL ; P. 0. Fidelity ; is the widow ofa man well known in this
county, and their names are worthy of remembrance: they were born in Monroe
Township in 1808, and have always lived near their birth-place ; 3Irs. Neal's parents were married in Tennessee, and emigrated to 3Iiami Co. in 1807 ; their names
were Francis and Jemima 3Iillion ; they were the parents of five children, of whom
William Jester and the worthy lady whose name heads this sketch are yet living ;
they are among the eldest settlers now living in the county. Lucinda was
wedded to William Neal in 1828, and they were blest with seven children—Melinda,
Phcebe, Matilda, Annie, Israel, Francis and Henry; four of these are married; Mr. Neat
was 6Q years of age at the time of his death, and left a large estate ; he was a very
prominest man, being Township Trustee and School Director a number of times ;
he was a cordial supporter of everything that tended toward advancement, both
morally and socially. 3Irs. Neal owns 120 acres in her own right, and all her
children have nice farms ; the home place is a lovely spot, and is carefully looked
after ; the neat house near the old homestead belongs to one of the sons, and is one
of the most tasteful residences in that part of the township. 3Irs. Neal leaves her
chUdren a birthright of honesty and sociability.
GEORGE P. NISWONGER, farmer; P. O. Troy. George P. Niswonger was
born in Preble Co, Ohio, June 25,1845 ; his father, John Niswonger, being a native
of Ohio, and his wife, Lydia Rhinehart, of Virginia ; their marriage was celebrated
in 1838, and they were the parents of eight children—WUliam, Amanda, John M,
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David A , George P. (was born J u n e 25,1845), next came Joseph E , Christian S,
and 3Ielinda A , bora Oct. 8, 1852 ; she is the wife of Franklin Slack, and mother
of three children, John, Ida and Lydia. George and 31elinda are the only chUdren
now living of the numerous family of J o h n and Lydia Niswonger. George married 3Iiss Margaret Clawson, Feb. 4, 1875; they are the parents of two bright
little girls—Lydia J . and Clara E. The old folks reside with them, and the old
gentleman is a jolly Democrat of the Jacksonian type, and his son has the principles of the party deeply instilled in his nature. During the war o f t h e rebellion,
he enlisted in the U. S. Navy, under command of Admiral Porter, of the Mississippi Squadron. He participated in several bloody engagements, was never
wounded while on duty, and was honorably- discharged in December, 1864. As a
farmer he is very successful. The family library- is large and well read. This
family is highly respected, and lives in good style on a farm near Troy,
SA3IUEL PEARSON, farmer ; P. O. Tippecanoe City; is a representative
of that branch of the Pearson family who can trace their ancestry- to the landing
of the 3Iayflower, three brothers coming on that vessel, one going to South Carolina, one stopping in New Jersey, the other in Pennsylvania.
Samuel is a
descendant of the South Carolina branch, and was born in 1820, within a half-mile
of where he now lives. His parents, Enoch and Rosanah Pearson, were the
parents of twelve children, six of whom are now living, Samuel, 3Iargery Mahala,
Ruth, Hirzah, Pemberton and Enoch. All live in this county except 3Iahala and
Ruth. Samuel was married to 3Iiss Sarah Enyeart, Oct. 28, 1849 ; they are the
parents of three sons—Silas G , Leroy and AVebster. Silas was married to Miss
Matilda B. Patterson. 3Ir. Pearson is comfortably located on a nice farm of 60
acres, is a member of the Christian Church, an ardent temperance man, a good
Republican, and also a member of Tippecanoe Lodge, A., F. & A. 31. and FrankUn
Chapter, No. 24, R. A. 31. He is well acquainted with all the facts and incidents
detaUed in full in this history.
3IISS 3IARY PEARSON, Tippecanoe City. Miss 3Iary Pearson is a daughter of Benjamin and Ruth Pearson; they were among the first settlers, Samuel,
the father of Benjamin, coming to 3Ionroe Township in 1804; he was born Aug.
27, 1796, and his wife,' Ruth Pegg, Dec. 9, 1795; he died May 26, 1875, and his
wife in June of the same year; they were, at that time, the oldest living couple in
the township, and, during their long wedded life, were separated only five weeks;
hand in hand, they journeyed down the hillside of life, always loving and encouraging each other; they reared a family of four children—Sarah, Esther, Valentine
and 3Iary ; the two latter are still living. 3Iary is the owner of the home farm,
which she has rightly named " AVilderness Home ;" she has reared, from infancy,
her sister Sarah's only daughter; she is an intelligent lady, and, in her neighborhood, there are none more universally respected than Alary Bvrkett; she was born
in 1856. 3Iiss Pearson lives very comfortably, and the home she loves is hers by
birthright; she is an estimable lady, and we are glad to give her the place she deserves in the biography of her township. Benjamin Pearson was a native of South
Carolina, and his wife's grandfather was one of the first settlers in that State, coming as early as 1680. There are few families that can trace their genealogy further
back than those of the Pearson name.
J O H N 31. PEARSON, apiarist; P. 0 . Troy ; the eldest son of Rachel (3Ioore)
and Aaron Pearson, was born Oct. 21, 1831 ; he had three brothers and one sister—
George AV, Eli AA7, Christopher C. and Sarah A.; John. Eli and Christopher are yet
living ; George was for eight years a soldier in the United States Regular Army, and
fought during the war of the rebellion, and was in several of the hardest-fought battles of the war ; he died in December, 1872, and his name is recorded among those of
our gallant soldiers who defended the cause they loved. John's parents came from
South Carolina in 1804 and settled near where Frederickstown now stands. J o h n M.
was married to 3Iiss Harriet Russell Feb. 19, 1857 ; she was a daughter of Tamar
and Isaac Russell, and was born 3Iarch 16, 1835; they have no children. J o h n M.
Pearson purchased the farm upon which he now resides in 1873 ; it is in a high
AA
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state of cultivation; for the past year he has been engaged in getting under way
an apiary, which promises to be a lucrative business ; he has facilities for manufacturing his own hives, and has a large number filled with bees; he is a Republican of the radical sort; he and his wife belong to the Christian Church, and are
also members of 3Ionroe Grange. During the war of the rebellion, he enlisted in
Co. G, 147th 0 . V. I , and acquitted himself with honor.
E L I PEARSON, S R , farmer; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City ; is well known in the
county7, and perhaps there is no one who is so well skilled in all branches of mechanism as himself, who never served an apprenticeship ; his parents were Samuel and
Mary Pearson, whose maiden name was. Coats ; her parents were among the first
settlers in this township, and are mentioned in this history ; they were the parents
of eleven children, four are living—Henry, aged 82 ; Hiram, 80 ; Sampson, 70 and
Eli, 62, their united ages amounting to 294 years. Eli was married to 3Iiss
Rebecca 3Iooney, daughter of Sarali and J o h n J . 3Iooney, Oct. 15, 1837 ; they
were the parents of Joseph J , 3Iary J , Benjamin S, 3Iartha A. and AVilliam H. ;
Mary is the wife of G. K. AVestlake, and Joseph married Aliss Phcebe Stewart;
Mrs. Pearson died Jan. 14,1854. His marriage, to Hannah Julien, was celebrated
April 15,1856 ; they have two sons, Sylvanus E. and AVarren J. Among the relics
of olden times, in possession of 3Ir. Pearson, are a wooden clamp to catch wild
hogs, made by his father in 1804, which is now as strong and efficient as ever ; a
mirror, that was made in 1680, and has been in the possession of his ancestiy two
centuries ; and a wagon, built by his father in South Carolina, in 1799, that carried
them to this county from that State, was used in transportation of supplies for
the army7 in 1812, and was driven by his brother Benjamin ; it has been used by
every son of his father's family until he could buy himself one, and is now used
for heavy work on the farm. His son Joseph enlisted during the war in Co. AT
l l t h O. V. C, under command of 3Iaj. O'FarreU ; his battalion was ordered to the
frontier, and guarded the United States mail during the w a r ; he was honorably
discharged in 1865, having passed through the whole campaign without a wound.
Mr. Pearson is one of the most social men in the county, and, with his wife as
hostess, there cannot be a more inviting place to visit. The products of her dairy
cannot be excelled in the State of Ohio. The finest spring in the county bubbles
from a fissure in the rocks, and, passing through the dairy room, furnishes water
enough to supply- all the stock bred in the State. The beautiful spring-house was
planned and built by7 3Ir. Pearson, the stones of which were squared and laid with
his own hands ; the tasteful appearance of everything shows his skiU and energy.
H e is a member of Coleman Commandery, No. 17. They are both professed Christians, he being a member of the Christian, and she of the Baptist, Church. His
farm of 160 acres is a beautiful one, and is well tilled. His son, Benjamin, was
also a soldier in the late war, enlisting in Co. G, 147th O. V. I. ; he died in 1867.
Mr. Pearson was a member of the Board of Education for thirty-nine consecutive
years.
E L I PEARSON, J R . , farmer ; P. O. Tippecanoe City ; represents one of t h e
oldest men in 3Ionroe Township, his grandfather, Samuel Pearson, emigrating to this
township in 1806 ; Hiram, the father of Eli, J r , w a s born in 1800, and was married
to Elizabeth Jenkins in 1824, according to the forms of the Quaker Church, and
their marriage certificate is now in possession of his son ; they are quaint old
documents, and are signed by all the wedding guests ; three of that large number
are yet living, and are the oldest persons living in the county ; their children were
seven in number, four of whom are living—Jesse, Rosanna, Eli and Elizabeth ;
Jesse is living in Indiana ; Hiram's wife died in 1857, and his home is made with
his son Eli, who lives on the home farm. Eli was married, in 1852, to Miss Nancy,
daughter of Noah and Florentine Pearson, whose maiden name was Siddons ; their
chUdren number five, and are all living ; their names are 3Iary E , Alva Y , George
W., Luetta F. and Jennie ; the eldest daughter, 3Iary7, is the wife of James Counts.
Mr. and 3Irs. Pearson are members of the Christian Church, and of Kentucky
Home Grange. Mr. Pearson is a member of Franklin Chapter, No. 24, and is also
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Master of Tippecanoe Lodge, No. 174, A , F. & A. 31. There are 80 acres in the
home farm, which is highly cultivated ; himself and lady7 are a genial couple, and
enjoy a large acquaintance in the county ; his father is still living, is hale and
hearty, and is now absent, having taken a trip to Indiana.
ROSANNA PEARSON ; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City. Every one in this vicinity is
well acquainted with the lady named, and will read this brief sketch with interest;
aside from the fact of her being the eldest pioneer now living in the township, she
is mentally well gifted, and can tell of incidents that happened long ago ; Rosanna
Pearson has furnished considerable material for the 3Ionroe Township history ; she
is the oldest lady now living in the township, and has a remarkable memory ; she
was born in South Carolina in 1797, and is now 82 years of age ; she has a sister,
3Irs. 3Iargaret Ingle, who lives in Indiana, and is 93 years of age. Her father,
Robert 31cClure. was a Captain in the Revolutionary war ; his wife's maiden name
was 3Iary Buffington ; they emigrated to Ohio in 1806. Rosanna was married to
Enoch Pearson in 1815 ; they have six cliildren living—Samuel, Enoch (the
youngest child). 3Iahala Gates, Ruth Reisensaign, Tirzah Pemberton and 3Irs.
Margery Jenkins, who has given a great deal of information for this work;
Rosanna's husband died in 1860. AVhen Robert 3IcClure first settled in ShelbyCo, there were no neighbors but Indians, and during the war of 1812, they moved
to Fort Piqua ; Rosanna gave the Indians vvho murdered Gerard, Dilbone and his
wife, their dinner, the next day after the murder was committed ; they had scarcely
finished their meal when their pursuers arrived, hunting them ; during one winter,
Rosanna killed twenty-two ebon, six wolves, two deer and one panther, with her
rifle ; she was a woman of much energy, and deserves to live long in the minds of
the settlers of 3Iiami Co.; 3Iiss Alice Brown is her housekeeper, and makes her
home with the old lady, whom we leave in excellent health.
WILLIA31 L. PENCE, farmer; P. 0 . Ginghamsburg; is a man of much
influence in his neighborhood ; his farm, adjoining the pleasant little village of
Ginghamsburg, is highly improved, ancl is a cozy, homelike place. AA7illiam was
born in Champaign Co. in 1821 ; his parents, Reuben and Annie Pence, coming
to this county in 1835 ; they settled first in Champaign Co. in 1804 ; they had six
children—Ocey, Phoebe, 3Iary, Annie, Rhoda J . and AVilliam L. ; his grandparents
both lived to the extraordinary age of 104 years. AVilliam was married to Aliss
Harriet Rudy in 1848. They were the parents of one son, Joseph B. 3Irs. Pence
died in 1849, and Joseph in 1863. In 1851, 3Ir. Pence was married to 3Iiss Barbara Rudy ; they are the parents of five children—Harriet T , Alfred F„ 3Iary
Annetta, William H. and Daisy P. Harriet is the wife of J. F. Kerr, and is the
mother of Guy and AATilliam Newell Kerr. Alfred married Aliss Ella Stoher, and
Mary is the wife of John F. Eidemiller. The children are all well educated, and
Alfred has been engaged in teaching. AA7. L. Pence was elected Justice of the Peace
in 1867, and served two terms ; for twenty-three years, he has been connected with
the School Board, which is a good record in itself. Both himself and wife are
members of the Baptist Church He has been Township Trustee for four years ;
he votes the Republican ticket, and is one of the most genial of men ; he has also
been connected with the ministry for fourteen years, and has done much for the
cause he loves.
J O H N H. R E I C H E L , grocer, Tippecanoe Citv ; was born in Germany, near
Frankfort-on-the-3Iain, Sept. 23. 1828. and is the son'of J. G. and 3Iary E. (Weil)
Reichel, the former a practical farmer, who had a family of eight children, six of
whom he reared ; he is still living at the age of 74 years. Our subject was the
oldest child, and the only one who emigrated to America ; he was inured to farm
labor, and educated in the common schools ; in 1852, he came to this country,
making his first permanent location at Sandusky- City, Ohio, where he engaged in
farm work over one y e a r ; in the fall of 1853, took a trip to New Orleans as a
steward on a boat, and, while in the latter city, he fell sick, and, after recovering,
retumed to Cincinnati, where he had a relapse and lay in the hospital for some
time ; after recovering, he found himself unable to go at hard labor, and almost
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penniless ; with his little money he purchased some notions and embarked in the
peddling business, which he continued six years with eminent success; he then
located at Foster's Crossing, Warren Co, Ohio, and engaged with marked success
for five years, when he went to Springboro, and in 1876, came to Tippecanoe,
where he has since been engaged in the grocery trade ; he keeps on hand gents'
fumishing goods also ; Mr. Reichel is thoroughly7 acquainted with his business,
and reliable ; honesty and integrity are his ruling principles in all actions. He has
been married twice ; first in September, 1859, to Ethlinda 3Iiller, who died in 1866,
and again to Hannah A. Cartwright. He had one child, now dead, by his first wife,
and four children by the^second union.
B. F. RHODEHAMEL, manufacturer, Tippecanoe; one of the enterprising and well-established business men of Tippecanoe ; was born near Sydney,
Shelby Co., Ohio, in 1843, and is the son of Jacob and Julia R , the former of Pennsylvania and the latter of Dayton, Ohio. Jacob was a farmer by7 occupation, and
came to this State when a young man ; his death occurred about twenty-seven years
ago, and that of his devoted wife, August, 1878. They had a family of four sons aud
four daughters, all growing up to maturity ; one son and two daughters have died ;
the son died in the service of late civil war; was a member of the 57th 0 . V. I.
Our subject was the y r oungest son, and was reared and schooled in his native
county 7 ; followed farming till 18 years old, when he came to this county, locating
in Piqua, where he embarked in the wholesale notion business. This he continued
with gratifying results for fifteen years, and then moved to Tippecanoe, where he
has since been engaged in the manufacture of linseed oil and flour. AVith his
brother he holds the largest stocS interest in the - Grape Sugar Co," lately organized in Tippecanoe. 3Ir. R. is a successful and reliable business man, ancl has the
confidence and esteem of the public. He is a Republican in politics, a member
of the Masonic Order, Royal Arcanum and 31. E. Church. He was married, J u n e
11, 1873, to Angie, daughter of Dr. Harrison, of Covington, Ohio.
J A C O B ROHRER, farmer, etc.; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City. Of the citizens of
Miami County, none are more worthy of notice than the subject of this sketch.
H e was born in Lancaster Co, P e n n , in 1815, and is the son of Christian Rohrer,
who was born on the same farm that our subject was, as was his grandfather,
Christian. A brother died on the same farm, November, 1878, at the age of 86, which
ended a family ownership in the land that had been existing over 150 years, the
place having been deeded to a member of the family by one of Wm. Penn's
agents. The father of our subject passed his entire life on his farm, his death
occurring J u n e 22, 1825, the first to die in a family of eleven. He had nine
children, all reared to maturity. He was married to 3Iaria Farrer, who lived to
the advanced age of 83 years. Our subject was raised on a farm, and early taught
the art and dignity of farm labor ; the pursuit of agriculture has been his chief
occupation, in which he has taken a great interest ancl been eminently successful.
I n May, 1835, he immigrated to Ohio, locating four miles east of Dayton, where
he remained seven years, and then moved to his present place, near Tippecanoe
City, which place he had purchased J u n e 23, 1837, of Joseph Jones, who had
entered it. On this farm he moved 3Iarch 1, 1842. Besides farming, he is largely
identified with various manufacturing interests of the county ; he owns a controlling interest in the " AVheel Works" of Tippecanoe : has an interest in the " Grape
Sugar Co," recently organized in the same place, and also the "Troy Spring
Wagon and Wheel Works," and the " Spiker Wagon AVorks," at Piqua. Formerly
an Old Line Whig, he became identified with the Republican party at its organization, and has ardently7 supported it since. Although no politician, but few persons
have filled so many positions of honor and trust as Mr. R. I n 1857 or 1858, he was
elected County Commissioner, and subsequently re-elected, serving six years. He
is now filling his third term as Land Appraiser of Monroe Township ; was fifteen
years a Director in Troy Bank, and for four or five years has been Vice President.
H e is a Director in the Fireman's Insurance Co, of Dayton, Ohio, and a Trustee of
the Knoop Children's Home, of Elizabeth Township. The duties of all these posi-

MONROE TOWNSHIP.

665

tions he has discharged with fidelity and satisfaction to the public. H e has,
perhaps, settled more estates than any man in the county. He is one of the most
enterprising of men, and is found identified with whatever promotes the welfare
of the cominunity ; careful in all business affairs, strictly honest, and possessing
more than an ordinary foresight, he is one whose judgment in public matters is
highly respected. He was married, Dec. 25,1838, to Elizabeth Kendig, of Lancaster Co., Penn. One son and two daughters have been the issue of this union.
SA3IUEL RUSSELL, farmer , P. 0 . Troy ; is the son of Isaac Russell, who
was bom in 1799, and came to 3Iiami Co. as early as 1806. He was married in
1822, to Tamar Mendenhall, whose parents were natives of North Carolina, in
which State she was also born ; they settled on the farm now owned by John Westlake, and entered a quarter-section adjoining; they had nine children, seven are
living—Samuel, our subject, Joseph. Rachel, Rosanna, Oliver, Harriet and Tamar;
Ruth and Isaac are dead. Samuel grew up on the farm, and was ever an honest,
vigorous lad. At the age of 21, he was wedded to 3Iiss Harriet Franklin ; they
commenced housekeeping, and have always lived on part of the land originally7
entered by his father ; their children are named Louisa, 3Iargaret A , John F ,
3Iary J , Isaac N , Samuel L. and Jesse 31.: Louisa and John are not living ; 3Iary
J. is the wife of James H. Suavely ; 3Iargaret wedded Jacob A. Cain. 3Ir. Russell
is one of our substantial men, and lives in a style commensurate with his means ;
his wife died Aug. 1, 1880; she was a noble woman, whose loss will be deeply
felt, not only by her husband and children, but by the entire neighborhood. Isaac
Russell was wedded to 3Iiss Frances J. Curtis : Mr. Russell was born Nov. 17,
1822, and his wife Jan. 30, 1824. in Warren Co.. Ohio ; they were a model pair,
and the children should ever feel a just pride in having an ancestry who were ever
foremost in promoting all that pertained to honesty and morality.
J A 3 I E S S. SAYLOR. retired farmer; P. 0 . Tippecanoe City ; an early settler
ofthe county, was born in Bethel Towmship Jan. 15, 1827 ; his parents were Jacob
and Rachel (AlcPherson) Saylor, the former born in Virginia, near Harper's Ferry,
and the latter in this State. Jacob died in January, 1859, at the age of 80 ; his
father, Jacob, was of German birth, and was brought to this country when only
4 years old ; he moved to Ohio with his family in 1800, or previous, and halted for
a short time in Alontgomery Co.. and then moved on up the 3Iiami to Bethel Township, where his death occurred at the advanced age of 94 years ; two of his children,
Jacob and Philip, in the fall of 1800. in their early manhood, pioneered their way
up the Aliami and entered one-half section of land in Bethel Township, and moved
on it the following spring with their father: here Jacob began with an unyielding
determination to hew out a home in the wilderness, bearing with fortitude the
privations and hardships of pioneer life ; he had six sons and six daughters, only
four of whom still survive.
Our subject was the eleventh child, and his life has
been that of a farmer : the experiences of his boyhood ancl youth were those of
most any farmer boy at that time ; his education was obtained in the characteristic
pioneer log schoolhouse. ancl consequently was much limited ; he lived on his birthplace till 8 years ago, when he moved to Tippecanoe City; he now owns and
operates one-half the homestead : he finds his political views in the Republican
party, and, although no political aspirant, he was elected in October. 1871, to the
office of County Commissioner, the duties of which he faithfully and satisfactorily
discharged.
He was married. 3Iarcli 31. 1853. to Jealy Dye. of this county, a descendant of early settlers, her grandfather. Stephen Dye, being among the first settlers ofthe countv ; one daughter. Lillie. has been born to this union, who became
the wife of Dr. Sterrett. of Troy, and died Feb. 9, 1875.
GEORGE S3IITH, farmer and manufacturer: P. O. Tippecanoe ; is one of the
prominent citizens and well-established business men of Tippecanoe ; born in England, in Lincolnshire, in 1816 ; he is the son of AVilliam and Alildred Smith, who
subsequently emigrated to America; they had seven children. George received
no education but what he acquired by his own exertions and close observation
throughout life. In 1838, he emigrated to this country, landing in New York City,
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then went to Dayton, Ohio, by steamer, canal-boat and wagon ; he worked as a
laborer at Greenville Falls a short time, and then entered a distillery- east of Dayton ; he engaged at this in the vicinity7 of Dayton, as a laborer, for about five years,
and then at merchandising at Fairfield, Ohio, for sixteen months, when he, with
his brother-in-law, leased and operated for three years the distillery, flouring and
saw-mill at Greenville Falls ; subsequently for two years they operated a distillery
at Casstown, where, in 1852, they erected the first one in this place ; then built a
flour and oil mill, which he operated for some eight or nine years ; he then turned
his attention to farming, which he has since engaged in ; he is now President of
and a stockholder in the " Grape Sugar Company," of this place, which was
recently organized, with a capital stock of $50,000 ; he has frequently held offices
of trust in township and town, as Corporation and Township Treasurer for many
years, member of School Board, City School Treasurer, etc. He is a self-made
man. When he arrived at Dayton, in 1838. he had only a sixpence in his pocket,
but his energy, industry7 and business sagacity have won for him a place among the
foremost business men of the county. He has done much for the improvement of
the city, and is identified with all measures of public interest. He is a Republican
in politics, and, with his wife, a member of the Presbyterian Church. He is also a
member ofthe A , F. & A. 31. fraternity. He has been married twice, first to 3Iiss
Jane Smith, in 1839, who died Oct. 14, 1877. His second wife was Sarah E. Galloway7 nee Bennett. One child, now dead, was the issue of this latter union.
JOHN SMITH, farmer ; P. 0. Ginghamsburg ; is a prominent farmer of 3Ionroe Township, whose father was born in Lancaster Co, Penn.. and came to this
county in 1835, Elizabeth Whitehead, his wife, was born in 3Iontgomery Co,
about 1805, and they were married in 1821 ; they were the parents of Susannah.
Jacob, Mary, Esther, John, Solomon, Samuel, Elizabetii and Elvira. John was
born in Montgomery Co, in 1827. and he has always followed the occupation of
farming. He was wedded to Eve Yount, in 1847 : they had two cliildren—Catharine E. and Ira Y. Smith. His second marriage was celebrated in 1855, Miss
Mary Eidemiller being the lady of his choice ; their cliildren are George J , John
H , Alexander D., Elizabeth, Peter E., Alary J , Ida, Esther ancl Lillie 31, and
Jacob, Catharine and Ira are married and reside in Montgomery Co. 3Ir. Smith
is a prominent local politician, and is a thoroughbred Democrat. He commenced
life with a small capital, and by honesty and industry owns a farm of 264 acres of
elegant land. His home and its surroundings are of the substantial kind, characteristic of democracy, and stamp him as one of our most practical men.
ROBERT TEN EICK. farmer, Tippecanoe City ; he is a son of Henry Ten
Eick, and was born in Bethel Township in 1843 ; he was raised on the farm, ancl
passed his youth and boyhood in the country ; he came with his parents to Tippecanoe City, in 1865, where he has since lived ; he moved to his present fine residence, April 1, 1880. where he has a neat home, surrounded with all the comforts
of life ; he is physically disabled, but superintends a farm in Bethel Township. He
was married November. 1877, to Lizzie Smith, a native of 31ontgomerv Co.
WILLIA3I B. TEN EICK, farmer; P. 0. Tippecanoe City ; the son of Henry
Ten Eick, was born in this county in 1834 ; he was brought up on the farm and
educated in the common school; he lived at home till the age of 20, when he went
to Wyandot Co, and took charge of his father's stock-farm, which he operated
for four years, he then returned to the homestead, where he remained engaged in
agricultural pursuits till last December, when he moved to his present fine residence in Tippecanoe. In 1864, he enlisted in the United States service, and served
as a Sergeant in the 147th O. N. G. ; he is a Republican, in politics, and finds his
religious creed in the Baptist Church ; he is also a member of the patrons of Husbandry. He married, in 1858, Louisa Kiser, of Indiana ; ofthe five children born
to this union, only one, a son, still survives.
HENRY TEN EICK, retired farmer; P. O. Tippecanoe City ; one of the
earliest settlers and prominent citizens of Miami Co.; he comes from a vigorous
and long-lived family ; his paternal grandparents were Hollanders ; he was born in
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Somerset Co, N. J , Aug. 14, 1802, and is the son of Matthew and Comelia
(Post) Ten Eick; the former born May 4,1764, in the same county as our subject;
his father, Henry, came from Holland in an early day7, and settled in New Jersey ;
he served as a Captain under Gen. AVashington, in the struggle for American Independence, and was a brave man; he participated in the battle of Bunker HUl and
others ; he survived to the advanced age of 86 years, and had seven sons and one
daughter ; the daughter married Benjamin J. Hay7es, the celebrated New York detective ; Alatthew was the seventh son, and, according to the old superstitious belief that
the seventh son was endowed with extraordinary curative powers, he was educated
for the medical profession, and practiced medicine to some extent through life;
though quite young, he participated in the war of 1776, and was 1st Lieutenant of a
New Jersey company. He married Cornelia Post April 9, 1796, who was bom
Jan. 4, 1771, in New Jersey ; 3Iatthew emigrated to Ohio in the fall of 1812, making the trip by team ; he located in 3Iontgomery Co, near the present site of Miamisburg ; here he erected his rude log cabin, and began pioneer life ; he soon purchased a farm, and, with unflagging industry and perseverance, established a permanent home, where he passed the remainder of his active life, the latter eight
years of his life being passed in Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, with our subject; he
died at the age of nearly 90 years, April, 1853, and his wife in 3Iay, 1849 ; he had
four sons and one daughter ; 3Iatthew. his youngest son, went to Iowa early, and
with Gov. Lucas, laid out Iowa City, and his oldest daughter was the first child
born in the place. Our subject was the third son, and his early life was that ofa
pioneer ; the hardships and privations of which developed a vigorous constitution
and a fine physique ; in the fall of 1821, he teamed to Ft. Wayne, Ind, where he
first met and made the acquaintance of Col. Johnston, with whom he was an intimate friend ever after ; in the spring of 1822, he moved to Shelby Co, on a farm,
where he began a career as a farmer, land and stock-dealer, and which has been
marked with signal success, due to his unusual foresight as a business man, his industry and economy ; he remained six years in Shelby Co, and then removed to
Bethel Township, 3Iiami Co, and in 1865, came to his present place in Tippecanoe
City ; while in Shelby Co.. he lived a neighbor to Col. Johnston ; he began life with
small financial means, and, by his unflagging industry and business sagacity, has
amassed a large fortune : he has 1,440 acres of land in one tract, lying in the horseshoe bend of Honey Creek, Bethel Township, all under the best of improvement;
he also owns '; the model " farm of Central Ohio, of 1,000 acres, for which he has
been offered $60,000. and a few years ago paid the largest real estate tax in the
county ; when the AA'yandot reservation of Ohio was sold, he purchased 2,700 acres
of the land, and afterward disposed of it in two tracts at a great profit; he has
been equally successful in stock-dealing, and has established a wide reputation as
a dealer in fine horses, his judgment in the selection of horses being regarded as
par excellence ; while buying horses in Kentucky, he became acquainted with HenryClay, at whose house he frequently dined, and one time, to convince Clay that
the farming implements of the 3Iiami A7alley were far ahead of those of Kentucky,
expressed him a patent AA7ilmington plow, which he much appreciated, and afterward sold him what he said was the finest horse he ever owned ; during the late war, he
took large Government contracts to furnish mules, and among the many hundreds
which he supplied, so well had he selected them, not one was rejected by the
Government Inspector ; he is now 78 years old, with his mental and physical powers
remarkably well preserved ; coming from a stock of - Old-Line AA'higs, he naturally
became a Republican at the organization of the party. He was manied, 3Iay 30,
1821, to Eleanor, daughter of AVilliam P. and Alary Barkalow ; she was born Nov.
19, 1803 ; their golden wedding was celebrated 3Iay 30, 1871, with many guests
and valuable gifts ; of the six sons and four daughters born to them, three sons and
three daughters have died.
AARON F. TH03IAS, farmer ; P. O. Troy ; is one of our prominent men, and
was born in Concord Township June 12, 1836 ; his vocation mainly being that of
a farmer, he has for the past sixteen years (during the winter months) been
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engaged in teaching vocal music. His father, Samuel Thomas, was b o m in Kentucky, Feb. 24, 1790, and came to this county in 1805 ; his neighbors were Indians,
of whom the nearest was the noted chief, Kilbuck, who figured prominently in the
war of 1812. At one time his father sold this chief some whisky, and Samuel
carried it to him. Kilbuck became intoxicated ; his son and Samuel were wrestling, and, as Samuel appeared to be getting the better of him, the chief became
very angry, attempting to kill him ; Samuel's life was saved only by his fleetness
of foot. During the war of 1812, he helped capture both this noted chief and his
son, which was a great degradation in their estimation. His wife, Elizabeth Gearheart, was born in Virginia 3Iay 15, 1796 ; she came this county in 1812, and they
were married Dec. 26, 1815, and settled near Troy. Their outfit consisted of two
knives and forks, two plates, and tin cups to match ; their furniture consisted of
two puncheon stools, a board being mortised in one for a back, which was used by
Mrs. Thomas in spinning; all their clothing was manufactured by her skillful
fingers.
They were the parents of Silas A , 3Iaria, John 31, Charlotta, Charles
and Aaron F. Thoraas, all of whom are living. Samuel was a plasterer by trade,
and worked at the business for more than a half-century, plastering the first house
in Troy7, and also the first one in the county. He owned 160 acres of land, and
was on the pension list of the old veterans of the war of 1812 ; his death occurred
in July, 1878, at the advanced age of 88 years. Aaron F. Thomas was first married to Miss Belle 3IcCain; they had three children—Harry E , Edgar S. and
Frankie, who died in infancy. 3Ir. Thomas enlisted in the navy, during the war of
the rebellion, under Commodore F a r r a g u t ; he was discharged in June, 1864 ; soon
after his return, his wife died ; his health was much injured in the service, but he
is now nearly recovered. His maniage with 3Iiss Susan Patty was celebrated
November, 1865 ; he resided on the Thomas home farm until 1879, when he purchased a farm of his father-in-law, Enoch Patty. 3Ir. Thomas has built a fine residence and barn upon it, and now lives at his ease. They have four children living,
v i z , Lizzie, LuceUa, Omer and 3Iary. His wife's father, Enoch Patty, was born
in 1815 ; he was married to 3Iiss Catharine Kessler in Alarch, 1841 ; her parents,
John B. and Susan Kessler, also being pioneers. 3Ir. and Mrs. Patty were t h e
parents of seven children, six of whom are now living. His first wife was Aliss
Curtis, by whom one son, William H. Patty, was born. Enoch is one of the
wealthy farmers of this county, and his honorable dealings for a long period of
years, have greatly7 endeared him to the people. Since his wife's death, in 1875, his
daughters have kept house for him. We cannot hope to have him long with us,
as he is afflicted with an incurable disease, but we wish to put his name on record
among the first families of the county.
C H A R L E S T R U P P , contractor, builder and manufacturer, Tippecanoe City ;
one of the well-established business men of Tippecanoe ; was born in Saxony,
Germany, in 1833, and is the son of George and Caroline Trupp, both now deceased.
George was a contractor and builder, and carried on the business quite extensively. Our subject was educated in the common schools of his native country,
and from the age of 16 to 18 he took a thorough course in architecture, having,
outside of this obtained valuable experience and instruction in his profession,
under the direction of his father ; at the age of 18, he immigrated to this country,
landing in New York City, April 7, 1851, where he engaged at carpentering for
one y e a r ; he then came direct to Tippecanoe, and followed his occupation for four
years, and the three subsequent years had charge of the machinery in Chaffee's
distillery7 ; he then began contracting and building, which he continued until the
outbreak of the late rebellion, when he responded to Lincoln's first call for troops,
enlisting in the 10th O. V. I , and in 1862 in the 94th 0 . V. I , in whieh regiment he
served till the close of the war, participating in the battles of Perryville, Stone
River, Hoover's Gap, Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, Atlanta campaign and with
Sherman in his march to the sea, sharing in all the hardships of that journey7.
After his discharge, he returned to Tippecanoe and purchased a one-third interest
in the sash and blind factory with which he has been connected, and since 1867 as
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the principal member of the firm. Since 1877, the firm has been known under the
style of Trupp, Weakley & Co. (see card in directory). Their firm is the largest
of the kind on the D. & 31. R. R. from Dayton to Toledo, and by their integrity
and careful attention to business, they have built up a large and increasing trade,
and enjoy the reputation of being first-class workmen. 3Ir. Trupp is the largest
established manufacturer of Tippecanoe, and one of its most enterprising men;
he is found identified with whatever pertains to the welfare of the community.
He is a Republican in politics, and has had his share of offices of honor and t r u s t ;
has been a member of the Town Council for twelve years, was Township Trustee
for five years, has been for five years a member of City School Board, a member
of band since its organization in 1858. and is Chief of the Fire Department. He
is a member of the following orders : A., F. & A. 31, I. 0 . 0 . F. and D. 0 . H.
3Ir. Trupp has been twice married, first, in 1853, to Caroline Barth, of Germany,
who died in 1864. leaving two sons and one daughter—one son, Herman, died after
reaching manhood. His second marriage was with Clara Falke, of Montgomery
Co, in 1865. to whom have been born one son and two daughters.
ROBERT AVEAVER, wagon manufacturer, Tippecanoe City ; was bom in
1818 in Bethel Township, where he passed half his life, and with the exception of
a five-years residence in Dayton. Ohio, he has lived a life-time in this county ;
Peter AVeaver. his father, was a native of Alaryland, and one of the pioneers of Miami
Co., locating in Bethel Township several years previous to the present century ;
his mother. J a n e Ross, a native of Pennsylvania, came down the Ohio with her
parents, by flat-boat, soon after the Northwest Tenitory was opened up to civilization ; they pioneered their way up to the present site of Franklin Co, where they
entered land under Symmes' purchase ; the Rosses were pioneers of this county, and
are noted for tlieir adventures with the Indians, one Taff being a captive among
them for twenty-seven years. Peter Weaver was married twice, and had three sons
and one daughter by the first, and two sons and one daughter by the second union;
our subject was the oldest child of the second m a m a g e ; at the age of 11, he was
apprenticed to the trade of coverlet weaver, and served a term of seven and onehalf years : then he learned the trade of wagon and cradle maker, which he has since
continued, a period of forty-one years; he is now located on Second, between 3Iain
and Dow streets. Tippecanoe City, where he has been for three years. He enjoys
the reputation of a first-class workman, and is a much-respected citizen. His political inclinations are with the Republican party, with which he has been identified
since its organization. He was married Jan. 9. 1843. to Antimus Fitton, of English descent, and a native of Cincinnati; of the four sons and six daughters born
to this union, three sons and one daughter are dead. We find the spirit of patriotism strongly manifested in the Weaver family. Peter, the father, was a Revolutionary soldier, and two of his sons, by first marriage. John and Peter, were soldiers
in the war of 1812 ; 3Iilton, a son of our subject, enlisted when quite a boy in the
late war. as a member ofthe 74th 0 . V. I . ; he enlisted in October, 1861 ; in September. 1864, he fell dead, pierced by the enemy's bullet, while at his post of duty
as color-bearer of regiment, in the battle of Jonesboro. Tenn.
S. S. WELLS, farmer ; P. 0 . Ginghamsburg. S. S. AA'ells is quite a noted man
in this countv. and his ancestry dates back early in the county's history ; his grandparents emigrated to this county in 1816, and settled near Ginghamsburg ; they
had six children—William. Levi, Silas. Alartha. Willie and John W . : none are now
living ; Silas was the father of the man whose name heads this sketch, and married
3Iiss Alesa Skinner in North Carolina; afterward moved to Virginia, and finally
came, together with all the Wells family, to this county. They were the parents of the
following children—Thomas. Richard.William, Samuel S , John. DaniehRobert, Levi,
and two other sons who died in infancy ; their daughters were Alartha J. and Sarah
Isabella ; all are living except Richard and Daniel; the farm where Hitzman now
lives'was the one settled by- the Wells family in 1816. Samuel S. Wells married
Miss Caroline Lavy, in 1842 ; their children are Harriet, Alatilda, Emily, 3Iargaret,
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Evaline and Martha E.; all except Emily7 are living; 3Ir. Wells is a very prominent man, and is quite a local politician, being an ardent Democrat, a Granger,
and Township Trustee. Both himself and wife are members of the Disciples
Church; for fifty-nine years he has been a resident of 3Iiami Co, and the vast
improvements to him seem almost magical; very few of the pioneers are now living
who first settled the 3Iiami Valley, but Mrs. Sarah Brooks, an aunt of 3Ir. AVells,
can almost claim that distinction, as she is past 81 years of age. and is hale and
vigorous ; she was bora in North Carolina in 1799, and her memory is as bright as
though she was only7 20 ; many things of interest can be learned from her concerning
early times in Ohio ; she was a daughter of Thomas and Sarah Skinner, and was
married to John W. Wells in 1818, they being the parents ofthe following children
—John W , Elbert, AVilliam H. H , Kitty F.. 3Iartha, Isabella and Elizabeth. Mrs.
Skinner's father died in 1862, and her mother in 1842. She was married to Isaiah
Brooks in 1843 ; they had no children ; he died in 1872. The family is a large
one, and they are good and honest people,
A. H. WESLER, Justice of the Peace and 3Iayor, Tippecanoe City;
was born in Chester Co, Penn, Jan. 15, 1826 ; his father, John G.. was also a
native of Pennsylvania, and a farmer by occupation; he died in November, 1876, at
the advanced age of nearly 97 years. He was married to 3Iaria, daughter of Hezekiah Davis, of Revolutionary note; he wras taken prisoner while engaged in the
struggle for American liberty, and confined in a prison on Long Island, and while
here wrote his name on a pane of glass in the window of his cell, which pane was
secured a few years ago by a grand-daughter. John G. was Captain of a company
in the war of 181.2,. and was stationed at Philadelphia, Penn. ; he had four sons and
three daughters, all still living. Our subject is the sixth child, and was brought up
on a farm till he was 17, when he went to the city of Philadelphia and entered an
apprenticeship as a joiner and carpenter ; he was engaged here about three years,
and, in the spring of 1850, came to this State, locating temporarily in Lost Creek
Township till the following spring, when he located in Tippecanoe, where he now
lives ; since coming here, he has been variously engaged at carpentering, surveying,
etc. ; he has surveyed a larger part of the lots of Tippecanoe City ; he is a Democrat in politics, and, although no office-seeker, has held his share of public offices ;
he has been a number of times elected to the offices of Justice of the Peace and
Mayor, and this is a town which gives from 200 to 300 Republican majority, a
mark of the confidence and esteem which he has won from the community ; he is
at present Justice ofthe Peace and 3Iayor. He was married in January, 1853, to
3Iary, daughter of Henry Krise, an early settler ; five sons and three daughters have
been the issue of this union.
JOHN B. AVESTLAKE, farmer ; P. 0. Troy ; is a son of Josias AVestlake, of
whom mention is made in the biography of G. K. AA7estlake ; from the Colonel, we
have many items of interest, which will appear in the history of Alonroe Township.
John AVestlake first married Aliss Lucinda Earnhart; she died July 4,1868, leaving
William J , less than 1 month old. The second marriage, to 3Iiss 3Iary J.
Robbins, was celebrated Oct. 24, 1873, at the residence of the bride's parents, Rev.
L, F. Griffith officiating ; they are the parents of two children—Samuel C, bom
3Iay7 16, 1876, and Blanche P.. Nov. 17, 1878. The neatness everywhere visible,
betokens the good taste and industry of both parties, and we know 3Ir. Westlake
to be an excellent farmer; he is the owner of 50 acres of land, upon which he
resides. During the war of the rebellion, he enlisted in Co. G, 147th O. A7. I , and
was honorably discharged at the expiration of his term of service ; he is now Township Trustee, and fills the position with credit. Both himself and wife are members
of the Christian Church, and John is one of the stanch Democrats of this county ;
his tuition, politically, was engrafted upon his mind at an early age, as his father
is one of the leaders of that party in 3Ionroe Township; his character is above
reproach, and his daily7 life harmonizes well with his profession.
FREDERICK YOUNT, retired farmer ; P. 0. Fidelity ; is perhaps the oldest
living resident of Monroe Township; he was born July 30, 1799 : and his parents,
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J o h n and Mary Yount, emigrated from North Carolina to Miami Co. in 1802 ; they
were the parents of five children—Henry, Delilah, Solomon, Frederick and Rebecca;
the two latter are still living. With the Younts also came the Hoovers, Masts and
others from North Carolina, and settled in different parts of the county. The land
was entered by them at $2 per acre. They had to cut a wagon-road through the
woods, from Dayton to the place which they had selected as their future home, and
they were probably the first white men that trod the native forests. Frederick's
father settled among the Indians, who were quite numerous; they7 were not
molested in the least by them, and their relations were always of the most friendly
character. Game abounded everywhere bears, wolves, panthers, deer, turkeys etc.,
furnished the early settlers with food, and jerked venison was a staple diet. Their
moccasins were made of deer-skins, vvith soles of leather sewed on with " whang
strings." Their corn was pounded on a stump until it could be made into bread,
and this, with a few potatoes, was their usual diet. The Indians about Covington
were disposed to be treacherous, and the men did their work with their guns in
their hands, or else under the surveillance of a guard, and nearly all of them slept
in "AVilliams" block-house at night for better protection. Frederick married Miss
Catharine Ingle Feb. 1, 1821. Their children were fourteen in number, only five
of whom are living—Clark, Eli, Emily Smith, Elizabeth EidemiUer and Rebecca
Martindale. Airs. Yount was born in 1802, and died Oct. 11, 1873; from long
acquaintance with the Indians, she spoke their language fluently. The stories told
by 3Ir. Yount are of the greatest interest, and would fill a volume had we time to
write them. Both himself and wife belonged to the Society of Friends, and have
ever lived noble and upright lives. He has been very prosperous, and now lives at
his ease. His farm consists of 151 acres, pleasantly located. Since the death of
his wife, his grand-daughter, Catharine Yount, acts as housekeeper. He can hardly
realize this to be the wooden country of his boyhood. He is one of the most
pleasant gentlemen in the country, and will, we hope, live to see his centennial birthday celebrated.
GEORGE K. YOUART, engineer, Tippecanoe City ; one of the enterprising citizens of Tippecanoe, was born in Concord Township, this county, in 1841, and is
the son of James and 31ary (Kerr) Youart; the latter, a daughter of George Kerr,
who died in 1861. James was born in 1804, in the county of Antrim, North of
Ireland, and emigrated to America in 1819. and at once found his way to 3Iiami
Co.; worked from 1820 to 1827 in the Kanawha salt works of A7irginia; was a carpenter by trade and a farmer by occupation. He had a family of eight children,
four of whom grew to maturity, and two of whom still survive ; he died in 1874.
Our subject lived on a farm till the age of 13, attending the common school, and
in 1855, attended the Troy school, thus obtaining a fair practical education. I n
1856, Feb. 7, he came to Tippecanoe City with his parents, and in the following
J u l y took charge of an engine, and has since been following engineering with eminent success. By careful attention to. and adaptation for, his profession, he enjoy-s
the reputation of being a first-class engineer. He is a Republican in politics, and
is first engineer ofthe : ; Fire Department." He was married Dec. 7. 1862. to Candace Kerr, of this county, and a descendant of early settlers. They have a family
of four children.

672

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

CONCORD

TOWNSHIP.

DAVID M. ADAMS, farmer ; P. 0 . Troy.
David iVdams is one of the practical farmers in this township, and has lived here long enough to give many facts
of interest to the listener ; he was born in Troy in September, 1836 ; his first teacher
was Mrs. Fairfield, the mother of the President of Lincoln University, Nebraska.
When a boy, going to school, there was a pond holding water all the year round,
where our nice school building now stands. His parents were David and Ellen
Adams, who was a daughter of John and 3Iartha Dougan. David, J r , was married to Miss 3Iary Cory, March 11, 1875 ; their two sons are named Andrew C.
and Louis A. Andrew was born Feb. 1, 1877 ; Louis, Jan. 18, 1879, ancl both are
promising lads. Mr. Adams emigrated from North Carolina in 1817, and settled
in Washington Township ; they were the parents of eight children who arrived at
the age of maturity.
Emeline, Louis, Elizabeth, 31 ary and Manlius were children
of his first wife. His marriage to 3Iiss Dougan was celebrated Dec. 27, 1827 ;
their children were named John D , Andrew J , Finley, David M , Martha D. and
Sarah E. Only four of the children are now living. As the ancestry of 31r. and
Mrs. Adams were all Presbyterians, it is natural for them to follow in their footsteps ; they are recorded among the first families in this neighborhood. In 1855,
David's parents moved to 3Iinnesota for the benefit of his wife's health. The climate being still more unfavorable there than this, they soon returned ; with the
exception of four years, David 31. Adams has always lived in 3Iiami Co.
W. H. ALEXANDER, farmer ; P. 0 . Troy. W. H. Alexander is a direct descendant of one of our early settlers, and was born in Troy Aug. 6, 1843 ; he was
the second son of his father's second wife, 3Iargaret Stonaker; his early life was
spent upon the farm, near Troy, and he acquired a taste for agiicultural pursuits.
He obtained a good education during his younger days, of which he may well be
proud. At the first call for troops, on the breaking-out of the rebellion, he was
one of the first to respond, and enlisted as a private in Co. H, 1 l t h 0 . A7. I., Capt.
Drury commanding ; three years and three months were spent in the service, during which time he participated in the battles of Cotton 3Iountain, Big Sewell, Bull
Run, South 3Iountain, Antietam, Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain,
Snake Gap, Rocky Face and Resaca. He was wounded only once during these
engagements, which was at the battle of Chickamauga. 3Ir. Alexander was an
excellent soldier, served his country well in her hour of need, and was honorably
discharged at Camp Dennison J u n e 20, 1864. An attachment had previouslyexisted between himself and 3Iiss Eliza Boone, and, during a visit home on furlough, he was married 3Iarch 16, 1862 ; seven children were born to them, six
daughters and one son ; the two first, Allie and Lillie May, were twins, born 31 ay
6, 1865 ; Isaac G , born Dec. 16, 1868; Carrie, born Sept. 4, 1869 ; 3Iary, 3Iarch 4,
1872 ; Luella, born Aug. 4, 1874; and Eva Irene, born Dec. 8, 1876 ; all are living.
Mr. A. resides upon the " J o h n Peck " farm, the property of his father-in-law, Mr.
Boone; he has always been a successful farmer, has prospered greatly, and will
surely become one of our wealthy farmers. His wife died 3Iay 5. 1879 ; this was
a sad blow to 3Ir. A , but, as death comes to all, we should be ever ready. H e is
a generous provider, and is surrounded by all the comforts of life.
HENRY AVARE ALLEN, President of First National Bank, Troy, is a native
of Massachusetts, and was born in Pembroke, that State, April 6, 1822 ; the family
originally came from England the first quarter of the seventeenth century ; Rev.
Morrill Allen, the father of our subject, received a finished education, and became
a minister of the Unitarian Church at the age of 22, with which denomination he
labored faithfully for nearly four score years, preaching a sermon on his 90th birthday. Mr. Allen, after attending the common school near his father's farm, finished
his education by studying a short time at the Academy of Hanover and the Normal School at Bridgewater, in 3Iassachusetts ; he settled in Troy, Ohio, in the fall
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of 1848, when he purchased mill property, with which business he has been connected ever since ; he was a prime mover in the organization of the bank of which
he is President, and has always taken a prominent part in all the leading and
laudable undertakings of his town and county ; at an early7 day, he identified himself with the manufacturing interests of Troy, and the best and most imposing
business block in the town was built by him in 1855. Mr. AUen has been a stanch
Republiean since the organization of the party7, while in religious belief he acknowledges the Unitarian creed; as a philanthropist, he enjoys an enviable reputation,
while for magnanimity, business ability- and unwearying industry, he stands second to none in the community-. He married 3Irs. 3Iary D. Hastings Smith in January. 1851 ; she died1 the same year; in July-, 1853, he married Pemela Hale,
daughter of Dr. Asa Coleman, by whom he had ten chUdren, seven of whom are
living.
LOURY BARBOUR, farmer and stock-breeder; P. 0. Troy. A very interesting biographical sketch is that of Loury7 Barbour, who has passed a long lifetime in Miami Co., and has probably witnessed as closely as any one its growth
and development; as we interview him he is plowing in his garden, with the oldfashioned harness and single line, that is common in the Eastern States, but
scarcely seen in Illinois ; he was the eldest son of Thomas and Elizabeth Barbour,
whose maiden name was 3Iacky ; she came, together with the Barbees and Orrs
and Colwells, from near Lexington, Ky, in 1804, and Thomas Barbour arrived
soon after ; as near as can be ascertained, they were married in 1810, aud settled
in a dense forest, in a small log cabin in the northern part of this township; the
first year, enough land was cleared to plant some corn and potatoes, which constituted the chief part of their living ; the sturdy arm of Thomas had left its mark
during the next twelve months, and the mighty monarchs of the forest lay thick
about him; the Indians were quite troublesome, and many a poor man's larder was
rendered lighter by their thieving propensities ; their home was brightened, Oct.
28, 1810, by the advent of tlieir first-born, 3Iargaret A , and the happy parents
were congratulated by the few neighbors that then lived in their vicinity ; Aug. 3,
1814. Loury was born, and he, together with the other sons and daughters, has
quite a part in the 3Iiami Co. liistory ; they were all born in this township,
ancl will be mentioned in another part of this work. Loury Barbour, to whom this
sketch is dedicated, commenced his studies at an early age, but twenty-eight
months would include his whole scholarship ; Loury worked for his father until
23 or 24 years of age, and, ere he left the paternal roof, a nice farm of 130 acres
was cleared, and their father left in very good circumstances for those days.
Young Loury courted and afterward married 3Iiss Hettie Delzell, Jan. 1, 1839, at
the residence of J. B. Rumsey, Rev. Fancher tying the nuptial knot; they lost no
time in preliminaries, but commenced housekeeping in an old log cabin, with only
one window, one door, and a'-stick" chimney; nothing daunted, they went to
work, and erelong a comfortable log cabin was built, and covered with a clapboard
roof; two children were born in the old house—3Iildred L. and Elizabetii (who is
now the wife of George B. 3IcKay, and resides in Greencastle, Ind.); 3Iary J. was
born Oct. 13, 1843, and is now the wife of Daniel Rench, of Newton Township ;
Charles V. was born Feb. 17, 1848, and lived only two years ; Laura H. was bom
Aug. 18, 1851 ; Thomas was born Feb. 22. 1854 ; John E. was born Nov. 1,1857 ;
Robert A. was born April 10, 1861 : the paternal roof now resembled a country
inn more than a plain farmer's home ; they were generally robust and healthy, and
physicians' services were scarcely needed ; with all his expense of rearing and
educating his large family, 3Ir. Barbour has prospered greatly, and owns a farm of
90 acres, which has been improved until few farms in the 3Iiami Valley equal it;
two children remain at home, and the aged couple still step about nearly as lively
as any of our young folks. Mr. B. has twice assessed the citizens of this township, and has given general satisfaction ; he is a great reader, and is well posted in
political matters, and under no circumstances does he scratch the Republican
ticket; he has been a member of the Miami County Agricultural Board for ten or
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fifteen years, and was one of the committee who purchased the Troy fair grounds :
we presume there is not a man in Concord Township who is not familiar with
" Uncle Lour}7."
ASA T. BEEDLE, Troy, ofthe firm of Beedle & Kelly, founders and machinists, manufacturers of Troy Champion Corn-planter, plows, etc, one of the most
important manufacturing interests in Troy. Mr. Beedle was born in 3Iiami Co,
Ohio, on the 28th of January, 1832. His father, Daniel Beedle, was from Kentucky, and was among the early settlers of 31iami Co, locating in Staunton
Township. He died in Troy, August, 1877, at the advanced age of 86 years.
Asa T. was raised to agricultural pursuits, obtaining a common-school course,
until at 21 years of age he completed his education by a cofirse of study at Antioch college ; returning from college, he followed farming until 1866, at which time
he removed to Troy and engaged in the manufacture of plows. In the spring of
1870, he associated with him in the business, John Kelly, under the firm name as
above, conducting a business that increased very rapidly. A card of their business will be found in this work, also a history of their great manufacturing establishment ; their sales extend throughout the AVestern States as well as in Ohio
and Pennsylvania. Mr. Beedle was married in November 1858. to Calista J. Peck,
who was also a native of 3Iiami Co., her parents being among the early settlers.
By this union they have two sons and two daughters.
MRS. E. A. BEEDLE, Troy. 3Irs. E. A. Beedle, widow of Abram Beedle,
was born at Sharpsburg, Ohio, Aug. 11, 1822. Her parents moved to Dayton
in 1824, and she attended school until her education was completed ; her parents
moved to Concord Township in 1842, and settled two miles south of Piqua. Her
marriage with Abram Beedle was solemnized June 9, 1847, and they commenced
housekeeping on a farm then owned by 3Ir. Beedle, three-quarters of mile west of
Troy, on the Covington Pike. Their first daughter, Belle, was born June 9.1848,
and is now the wife of J. J. 3Iitchell, of Yellow Springs, Greene Co, Ohio ; Frances, the second daughter, was born Aug. 14, 1853. and is now the wife of AVilliam
Martin, they reside in Leroy, Coffee Co, Kan.; Emma R.. the third daughter, was
bom June 9, 1854, and became the wife of George S. Helman June 12. 1877.
Two short years of a happy married life were enjoyed, when she, together with her
infant son, Harry Orton, were buried in one grave, and the gentle autumn winds
sang the last sad requiem over the grave made doubly sacred by its double offering. Horace M, the first son, was born 3Iay 4. 1864, and is now the comfort of
his mother; he lives with her and is completing his education at the Troy schools.
Abram Beedle, the husband and father, died April 14. 1876, and his remains
repose by the side of his daughter Emma and her first-born, in a lovel}" spot in
Riverside Cemetery. The entire family, except the son, are conscientious members of the Presbyterian Church, and their daily life gives evidence of that Power
which is a " light unto their path." 3Irs. Beedle is 58 years of age, has been a
resident of this township forty years, and may therefore be classed among the old
settlers. Their farm is neatly kept, a roomy brick house containing every thing
necessary for comfort and convenience.
CHARLES A. BINKLEY, Troy ; special insurance agent for Penn 3Iutual
of Philadelphia; born in Perry Co, Ohio, June 7, 1828 ; in 1843, came
to Troy, and learned the trade of sign and ornamental painter, which he followed
twenty years. After giving up this business, he engaged in various pursuits until
1879, when he associated with the above firm as special agent, with headquarters
at Troy. In 1851, was united in marriage with 3Iary C. Case, who was born in
Herkimer Co, N. Y , Jan. 12, 1830. They have two children—3Iabel, wife of
Frank M. Starrett, and Otho. Mr. Binkley is a Republican in politics, and labors
for the success of his party. The whole family are members of the 31. E. Church.
S. 0. BINKLEY, fire insurance agent, Troy; was born in Mary-land
Feb. 3, 1800 ; is a son of Jacob and Maria C. Binkley ; the former was bora in
Pennsylvania ; both are deceased, and were parents of three sons, of whom only
our subject remains. He was reared in Maryland, where he received his educa-
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tion in the common schools, which was afterward more fully developed in seminary7 training; has been in active business life since he attained his maturity; in
early life was engaged in chair-making and ornamental painting, from which he
entered fully upon the agency business in which he is now engaged, representing
the well-known and reliable Cooper Company of Dayton; came to Troy in 1843,
and has ever since resided there. I n 1822, he married Julia A. Ream, who bore
him six children, three of whom are now living, two dying in infancy. Himself
and wife are members of the 3Iethodist Church, with which they have been connected for more than half a century.
ISAAC BOONE, inventor ; P. 0. Troy. Isaac Boone is one of our wealthy
farmers, who has lived long enough in this county to obtain a place in her history.
He is a native of Arirginia, born April 15, 1816 ; Abram and3Iary- (Areman) Boone
were his parents ; emigrated from Virginia and settled near Dayton in 1824.
Isaac was manied to 3Iiss 3Iary A. Holderman, 3Iay 2. 1839, by Squire John
Burnett; they had seven children, five of whom are now living ; 424 acres are
now in his possession. In 1859, 3Ir. Boone exchanged his property for the farm
where he now resides ; the orchard furnishes an abundance of fruit; a large ice
house on the farm is a prominent feature in its revenue, and this alone pays a
handsome profit. 3Ir. Boone is worth from $35,000 to $40,000. Only one of his
children (3Iary A.) lives at home, and she is a lady of culture and energy. The children were born in the following order : Eliza, April 23.1840 ; Jacob H., 3Iarch
30, 1843; William H.. Dec. 2, 1847; David H.. Sept. 8. 1849: Daniel F ,
J u n e 16, 1853; 3Iary A. Aug. 30, 1856; 3Ialinda E , July 3, 1858. 3Ir.
Boone can clearly trace his relationship to Daniel Boone, the pioneer of Kentucky.
Of late years, he has devoted his especial attention to inventing a number of
machines that seem destined to make him truly famous. His trade (that of a
millwright) has been of much service to him in his work. We cannot pass by
these meritorious articles without giving each one a brief notice. First in order
comes his steam road-wagon, upon the feasibility of which much of the value of
his inventions depends. I t is surely a practical method of drawing heavy loads..
I t guides very easily, and can draw or push equally well. What seems to be the
most important invention is a machine for picking cotton, and, should it do what
its inventor claims, it will surely revolutionize the cotton-picking business. Another invention is an ice-cutting machine, that, driven by the engine, which is now
almost perfected, will do the work of one hundred saws per day. He also has a
machine with which he expects to scald and scrape from 2,000 to 2,500 hogs, of
all ages and sizes, per day, with the help of three men. The greatest of all his
inventions is yet to come, and is supposed to be a life-saving apparatus, whereby
patients who have been given over, by the physicians, to die. are placed in it. I t
regulates and purifies the air, by furnishing the necessary amount of either hydrogen, nitrogen or oxygen, that the patient needs to sustain life. We sincerely
hope, for the good of humanity, that the perfection of this machine shall be a
success. The inventive genius of this man is wonderful, and. should his machines
prove equal to his expectations, he cannot fall short of becoming the wealthiest
man in Miami County.
J. BOWER, physician and surgeon, Troy ; was born in Adams Co., P e n n , in
1815 ; his parents, Peter and Priscilla Bower, were natives of the same State, and
removed to AVarren Co, Ohio, in which the latter part of their lives was passed.
Our subject's boyhood was spent in Pennsylvania, on the farm, receiving the rudiments of his education in the common schools ; at the age of 18, he began reading medicine, under the guidance of Dr. 3IcCowan. a prominent physician of
Harrisburg, who was his preceptor for nearly two years, after which he entered
and graduated from the Physio-3Iedical College, and -received a certificate of membership from the Eclectic School of 3Iedicine in Cincinnati. He afterward entered the
Institute of 3Iedicine and Surgery, from which he also graduated; he attended
lectures in various places, and is thoroughly educated in his profession ; he began
the practice of medicine in Harrisburg, in which he practiced tUl 1844, at which
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time he came to Troy, where he has since discharged the duties of a large practice,
which he still gives his attention.
He has been thrice married ; first, with Ellen
Williamson, who bore him two children, one living. His second marriage was with
Louisa Louthan, by whom he had three children, two living. His third aud last
marriage was celebrated with Kate AVells, who bore him two children, deceased.
The Doctor has a beautiful home, in which he is enjoying the declining years of a
well-spent life.
3IARTIN S. BROOKS, farmer ; P. 0 . Troy. 3Iartin S. Brooks is one of the
prosperous farmers ofMiami Co, and, during his lifetime of more than half a century, he has accomplished his share of developing the county which is now an
honor to the State ; the whole county was, during his boyhood, one vast forest,
through which the wild deer and the Indian roamed at will. Generations have
passed and gone, and still some of the early settlers are left to tell the story of
their hardships. Such are now seen in the persons of 3Iartin and Elvira, his wife.
H e was b o m in 3Iiami Co. in 1818, and his wife in 1820. Their marriage occurred
March 22, 1842 ; Elmira was a daughter of Samuel ancl Milly Pierce, and a sister
of J o h n Pierce, whose biography appears in another place. Educational facilities
were limited in their early days ; a log cabin, with a hole left in the side, covered
with greased paper to afford sufficient light, was the kind of schoolhouse in which
their education was received ; 3Iartin's father emigrated to Ohio in 1805, and endured all the privations of a frontier life. 3Iartin was born to be lucky, for with
an inheritance of nothing but a good physical constitution, he has now a splendid
farm, well improved, and an income that keeps himself and wife comfortable without hard work ; during his younger days, he cleared the heavy timber from his
present farm, and cut the second ditch that now drains so nicely the land in his
neighborhood. Their family consisted of eight children, of whom three are now
living—Thomas L , the eldest, born July 27, 1843 ; 3Iary J , born April 2, 1845,
and Rhoda T , born J u n e 25, 1849. Thomas was married to 3Iiss 3Iary A. Richardson, and lives in Iowa ; 3Iary J. is the wife of Benjamin Allred, and resides in
Indiana ; Rhoda T. was wedded to Frank 31. Perry, and they live with her parents
on the home farm. Martin and his wife both belong to the Society of Friends ;
they have ever been noted for their uprightness and exemplary conduct; Mrs.
Brooks loves her Bible, and devotes much of her time to the perusal of its sacred
pages ; we leave them enjoying the comforts of home and friends, and happy in
their consciousness of being good and true Christians.
GEORGE C. CLYDE, Clerk of the Probate Court, Troy. The subject of
this sketch was born Dec. 13, 1819, in Delaware Co, Penn.; his father's narae was
Peter Clyde, and his mother's maiden name was Helen Breese; they7 emigrated
from Glasgow, on the River Clyde, in Scotland, in 1818, and moved to Ohio, then
the " F a r West," in 1821 ; the journey across the mountains was made in a onehorse wagon to Wheeling, A7a, and from there on the Ohio, iu a flat-boat, to Cincinnati ; they- landed in Troy in September, 1821, lived here one year, and then
moved to Lost Creek Township, remaining there until the spring of 1825 ; Mr.
Clyde's occupation was that of a weaver during his stay: in the spring of 1825,
he moved to Xenia, Greene Co, Ohio, where he remained until 1833, when he
returaed to Lost Creek Township and purchased 50 acres of heavy timber, 3 acres
cleared, and a cabin built of round logs, the spaces between the logs filled with
m u d ; in this cabin he lived with his family until a commodious house was completed ; his death occurred in June, 1852, at the ripe old age of 83. The subject
of this sketch attended the common schools in Xenia from the age of 6 until 11,
and, for two years preceding their removal, attended a private academy, taught by
Rev. Hugh McMillan, the common schools not affording such instruction, at that
time, as he required ; he then -entered upon a course of toil incident to the clearing of a farm in the woods. His marriage was celebrated, at the age of 21, with
Miss PrisciUa Knight, AprU 2, 1841 ; they lived happily together for nearly
thirty years, rearing a family of seven children—three sons and four daughters—
six of whom are still living, one daughter dying at the age of womanhood; the
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wife and mother died Nov. 6, 1870. At the very beginning of his political life,
impressed with the dignity of labor and entertaining strong convictions in favor
of human freedom, he entered earnestly into the great Anti-slavery struggle, both
in church and state, drawing upon himself all the obloquy and odium that then
attached to the term " Abolitionist," zealously advocating, in many small discussions ancl on all occasions, the cause of the downtrodden and oppressed, voting
steadily for fifteen years vvith a small minority in opposition to slave rule in this
country; he severed his connection with the church on account of its refusal to
bear testimony against human slavery : he entered enthusiastically into the campaign of 1856, on the platform of opposition to the further extension of slavery,
and in favor of consecrating all our soil to free labor; during the great Kansas
struggle and the exciting contest of I860, when Abraham Lincoln was elected to
the Presidency, he was an effectual stump-speaker, and did much to secure the triumph so justly due his party : although from manhood to the age of 40 years, he
confined himself closely to work on the farm and labored hard, yet he filled many
other responsible and important positions, as executor, administrator and guardian ;
during this time, he also taught school for five terms, of three months each, during
o
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the winter season, receiving 815 per month ; in connection with this, he also taught
the art of penmanship, at night, in the neighborhood : he was a member of the
County Board of School Examiners for six years, under the appointment of Joseph
Pearson, Probate Judge, and was elected Treasurer of Lost Creek Township for
nineteen consecutive years, declining that position for a longer term to take charge
of the County Treasurer's office, to which position lie was elected in 1859 ; he removed, with his family and his mother (who was then living), to Troy, where he
continues to reside : his mother died in 1862 ; he served four years as CountyTreasurer, aud, in 1866. was elected County Auditor, which position he filled for
two terms ancl eight months : Jan. 2. 1872, he took his seat as a member of the
Sixtieth General Assembly of Ohio, having been elected as a Representative to that
body from 3Iiami Co. ; was a candidate for renomination, but was defeated through
certain influences that were arrayed against him, and was therefore not a candidate
at the next succeeding election ; at the Sixty-first session of the General Assembly,
3Iiami Co. was represented by a Democrat, the first Representative that party has
had for forty years. He entered into the marriage relation the second time bybeing joined in wedlock to 3Irs. Nellie 31. Patterson, who resided in Cincinnati, on
the 24th of June, 1874: through the failure of several business enterprises, in,
which lie was induced to venture by others, he has suffered some financial reversest
and the hard earnings of a lifetime have been almost swept away ; but. animated
with the firm hope and trust that he has a treasure laid up where •'• moth and rust
do not corrupt, nor thieves break through and steal," he continues life's active
duties as best he can. awaiting the end in hope.
H. R. COATE, of the firm of Coate & Caw, merchants. Troy; the senior
member of this firm was born in Union Township, this county, in 1850, and is a
son of John H. Coate, whose sketch appears in this work.
J. 31. Caw, the junior
member, was born in the same township in the same y e a r ; his fiither. George Caw,
was born in A'irginia and when a boy came to this county, in which he yet lives ;
the members of this firm received collegiate educations, after which 3Ir. Coate
spent two years in Cincinnati and one in Philadelphia, in mercantile pursuits ; 3Ir.
Caw received a like experience in Toledo ; in 1878. the above gentlemen took the
reins of this establishment in their own hands and are driving to success ; their
ability, fair dealing and popular business habits are fully recognized by the buying public, who give them high rank.among the oldest business houses in Troy.
3Ir. Coate was married to 3Iiss 31. C. Williams in 1870. by whora he has had one
child, viz, Orlestus Durant (deceased).
ASA COLE3IAN (deceased), physician and surgeon ; was born in Glastonbury, Conn, July 2,1788, and died in Troy, Ohio, Feb. 25, 1870 ; he was a descendant of Thomas Coleman, an English emigrant to the pilgrim colony iu 1630,
and was one to whom land was set off by original survey in 1639 and 1640 ; for six
BB
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generations the name of Coleman has been identified with local and general positions in the various relations of church, state, masonry, medicine and surgery : the
same patriotic spirit which led their ancestors to enroll themselves under the Continental flag moved the descendants in later wars to lead the charging column, or
alleviate distress in the field or the crowded hospital; the line of descent of our
subject from this American ancestor, is Noah Coleman first, second and third.
Noah Coleman third was born in Hatfield. 3Iass, in 1704, married Alary Wright,
of Colchester, ancl had a family of seven children, viz. Alary. Sibyl, Noah. Ozias.
Daniel, Asaph and Zenas. Asaph, the fourth son. was born in 3Iassachusetts in
1747 ; married Eunice Hollister, of Glastonbury, Conn., by whom he had six children—Julius, Eunice, Asa, Pamelia. Clarissa and 31 aria ; he was a prominent
physician and surgeon in the Continental army. Asa Coleman, after receiving an
academic education in his native town, turned his attention to medicine and surgery, pursuing his studies mainly under the instruction of his father : 31 ay 23,
1810, he received a diploma from the Connecticut State 3Iedical Society; having made
a prospecting tour to the new State of Ohio, in the fall of 1807. he resolved to
make that his future home, ancl. in 31 ay, 1811, left his native State and located in
Troy, in November of same year, he received a diploma from the Ohio BoartLof
3Iedical Examiners, and established himself inthe town just named, in the practice
of medicine and surgery, which he followed for more than half a century, with constant success till the close of his career ; an enterprising pioneer, he took an active
and leading part in all the early improvements of this now beautiful county seat.
On Sept. 24, 1808, he had been commissioned Surgeon of the Oth Connecticut
Militia, and, on the same date of 1811, was made Surgeon of the Ohio Alilitia :
was constantly on the round of duty, visiting the sick and wounded at the blockhouses and posts along the northern boundary of 3Iiami Co.. then the frontier
settlement ; other commissions followed—as Surgeon, as 3Iajor. 3Iay 20, 1816. and
Lieutenant Colonel July 27, 1818, from Gov. Worthington : in October. 1816. was
elected Representative to the State Legislature, and served in the first session ever
heid in Columbus, December, 1816 ; he was re-elected in the following year, and
served a second term, declining a third, though strongly urged to become a candidate ; elected Associate Judge, he was commissioned Feb. 4, 1827. by Gov.
Trimble for a period of seven years : chosen as a Director of the Aliami Co. Branch
ofthe State Bank of Ohio, at its organization in 1846. he served as an officer till
its close in 1866 ; he was instrumental in the organization of the First National
Bank of Troy ; was elected its first President, served nearly two years and resigned
through failing health ; he was made a Freemason in 1809 ; vvas a charter member of
Franklin Lodge, Troy, in June. 1812, and was first 31 aster of the same : at the time
of his death, in his 82d year, he was the last surviving charter member ; he was also
a charter member of Franklin R. A. Chapter, Franklin Council R. & S. 31.. and
Coleman Commandery, K. T.; the last mentioned bearing his name in honor of his
3Iasonic worth; for six years he served as Director and Physician of the County
Infirmary, and submitted the plan for the present building ; he was prominent in
establishing the Protestant Episcopal Church in Troy, was elected first Senior
Warden of Trinity Church in 1830, and annually re-elected up to the time of his
death—a continued period of forty years ; fond of agricultural pursuits, he gave
much of his time to operations on his farm, and retired thither duiing the last few
years of his life ; he was above medium height, straight and well proportioned, and
as erect in his advanced years as in his youthful manhood ; his bearing was dignified, his step firm, ancl his hair silver white as the snow ; he lived a long, active,
useful and blameless life, and died as one,-who, wearied with his labors, -wraps
the draper}- of his couch about him and lies down to pleasant dreams." He was
thrice married; his third wife was 3Iary Keifer, whom he married Oct. 24. 1822 ;
she was born in Sharpsburg, 3Id, and came with her parents to Clark Co, Ohio,
in 1812 ; she survived her husband but a few months, dying Dec. 5, 1870 ; by the
last marriage they reared six children—Horace, Pamelia Hale, Augustus Henry,
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Asa, George Edwin and Julius Adams ; all the above-named sons served in the
Union ranks in the war of the rebellion.
AUGUSTUS H. COLE3IAN (deceased), a son of Dr. Asa Coleman, whose biography appears in this work, was born in Troy Oct. 29,1829. He received his elementary education in the schools of Troy: was remarkably quiet and orderly in his deportment, always perfect in his recitations and accomplished thoroughly whatever he
undertook ; he exhibited, even in his youthful days, that spirit of manliness and
energy of character which so distinguished his life in after years. In June, 1847,
he entered the 3Iilitary Academy at AVest Point, where he pursued his studies for
four years. At the close of his course, he returned home and engaged in agiicultural pursuits. On the breaking-out of the war of the rebellion, he enlisted as a
private soldier, and recruited a company of over 100 men, in forty-eight hours, with
whom he proceeded to Columbus April 26. 1861 ; he was chosen Captain of the
company, and upon the organization ofthe l l t h 0. A7. I., was elected Major o f t h e
same, and promoted to Lieutenant Colonel Jan. 9. 1862. The fine discipline and
great proficiency in drill of this regiment was obtained through him as DrillMaster. It has been said that he could manuver a regiment in less space than
most officers required for company drill : he was always vigilant and watchful
against danger, but brave to a fault. Being in AA'ashington on business for the
regiment, he knew nothing of the movement of the brigade to Bull Run. Aug. 27,
1862, till his return to camp. With all possible haste, he joined his regiment,
finding the men in considerable confusion. His arrival was hailed with a hearty
cheer from his men. who were more rejoiced at his presence than if re-enforced by a
thousand strangers. At Soutii 3Iountaiu. he displayed the ability and bravery of a
successful commander, and his prospects for advancement to a high position
brightened every day. But his career was destined to an early close. At the
battle of Antietam. on the ever-memorable 17th of September. 1862, at the superior
command. •' Forward! Assault the bridge and carry it at all hazards." forward
they moved, with Col. Coleman in advance of his men. cheering them on, and,
closing up their broken ranks, he fell with his face to the foe. mortally wounded,
And now
•• He sleeps his last sleep; he has fought his last battle,
lie ne'er shall awaken to glory again."

Peace be to his memory ! He fills the honored grave of a patriot soldier, and his
noblest monument is the affectionate remembrance of brave men. He was married
to 3Iiss Clara, daughter of Eckert Shafer; two children were the result of this
union—Rachel Augusta and George Edwin.
HORACE COLE3IAN, physician and surgeon. Troy : eldest son of Asa Coleman, whose biography appears in this work, was born in Troy Dec. 27. 1824 ; was
educated at Gambier, Ohio : studied medicine under his father, and graduated from
the 3Iedical College of Ohio, in 1849. After a few months" practice in Troy, he
located in Logansport. Ind.. in the spring of 1850. where he remained thirteen
vears. actively engaged in the practice of medicine ancl surgery, three of which
he was a partner of Dr. G. N. Fitch. In October. 1861. he entered the army as
surgeon ofthe 46th Ind. Y. I., and served nearly three years, either as medical director
or surgeon-in-chief of his division. In 3Iav, 1864. he became surgeon of the 147th
0 . Y. I. His services in the army were distinguished throughout for efficiency,
fidelity and signal devotion to the needs ofthe sick ancl wounded. At the close of
the war. he returned to Troy and engaged in practice: he was subsequently
appointed Assessor of Internal Revenue for the Fourth District of Ohio, and filled
the office during its continuance. In 1868. he was a Republican delegate to the
Chicago Presidential Convention that nominated Grant and Colfax. Among the
local positions which he has filled, are those of Director in the First National Bank ;
a member of the City Council and President of the Board of Education. For a
third of a century, he has been connected with the 3Iasonic fraternity, and has
occupied high positions of honor and trust therein; he is a gentleman of reserved,
yet affable maimers, fine social qualities, and is highly- esteemed by the commumty

680

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

for his sterling personal worth. On Nov. 9, 1847, he married 3Iary L , daughter
of C. Aldrich, an early settler of Troy, Ohio ; but a native of Rhode Island ; seven
children resulted from this union : five are living—Horace, Jessie L , Edward,
Mary Rebecca and AVarren. On the Sth of January, 1880, he moved to the old
Coleman homestead, Prospect Hill, Staunton Township, with a view of making this
his future and permanent home.
S. A. COLLINS, clothier, Troy. 3Iaj. Collins, as he is familiarly and
properly termed by his hosts of friends both far and near, is a native of the Hoosier
State, and was born in Pulaski Co, Ind, on the l l t h of September, 1840, but, at
the early age of two years, was transplanted to Buckeye soil, where he was brought
up on the farm until 17 years of age ; he then began the business of a contractor
and builder, which he pursued quite successfully until the breaking-out of the war
of the rebellion; in September, 1862, he enlisted in the famous l l t h O. V. I ,
and, taking naturally- to the business of a soldier, he steadily ancl rapidly advanced
in promotion ; after the second battle of Bull Run, in which engagement he participated, he was promoted on the field, by Col. Coleman, to the office of 2d Lieu
tenant, as a reward for gallant services ; following the varied fortunes of this
gallant regiment, he participated in the actions of Frederick City and Antietam.
after which the regiment was transferred to the Army of the Cumberland ; here he
was placed on detailed duty at Gallatin. Tenn, until he resigned his commission
in September, 1863 ; in 3Iay, 1864, by the advice and direction of the State Military Examining Board, he accepted a Lieutenant's commission in the 147th 0. N.
G, and served about four months with this regiment at AVashington, D. C, and was
mustered out with the regiment; since the war. Air. Collins has been engaged
mostly iu the lumber trade, exporting lumber to foreign markets, and as a dealer
in building lumber ; in 1875, he took a prominent part in the organization of the
Pearson Guards, Company C, of the 3d 0. N. G, and was elected First Captain of
the company, wliich position he held, making it one of the best military companies
Miami Co. boasted ; subsequently, in December, 1876, he was elected and commissioned 3Iajor of the Third Regiment, and ably assisted in suppressing the railroad riots in this State in 1877 ; 3Iaj. Collins is now the proprietor of the Eagle
Clothing House, in Troy, and does an extensive and increasing business in that
line. He was married to Hannah Earnheart 3Iay 7, 1864 ; she was a native of
Miami Co, Ohio, and born in Brown Township in 1840 ; they have a family of three
children—Effie, Arthur and Alva. The 3Iajor is ranked among Troy's best and
most enterprising young business men. and will yet win a position and competence,
if personal popularity, joined to honest and earnest effort is anv- assurance.
JOHN H. CONKLIN, City and Township Clerk. Troy ;" was born in this
township April 17, 1815 ; his parents, David and 3Iary J. (House) Conklin,
were natives of Ohio, and in about 1814 settled in Piqua, where they made a permanent home; his father met his deatii in Illinois by the hand of a murderous
assassin, in the summer of 1837, aged 45 years ; his mother died in 3Iissouri in
1861, aged 63 years ; they were parents of ten children, four of whom are living.
Mr. C.'sT boyhood was passed in Piqua, where he received the rudiments of an education, which was more fully developed by attending a school in Spring Creek
Township ; in 1835, he came to Troy and was employed as salesman by Harker,
Finner & Singer, with whom he remained four years ; since then he has been employed-by many of the business houses here ; he served as Deputy Sheriff with
Stephen Johnston one term. His marriage was celebrated with 3Iary J. Parsell,
who has borne him ten children, eight of whom are living—Alfred L , Geraldine,
Emma, Henry, Benjamin L , Bargoon, Lauren F. and John H.; the deceased are
David P. and Edmund ; Mrs. C. is a daughter of Bargoon ancl Susanna Parsell, who
were residents of Clinton Co, Ohio. He has filled the office of Township Clerk
twenty-one years in succession, been Deputy Treasurer for two years, and filled
other positions of honor and trust—in all, discharging every duty, and by so doing
won the confidence of his townsmen. He and his estimable wife have been members of the 31. E. Church since 1850.

CONCORD TOWNSHIP.

681

J O S E P H S. CRAY, farmer; P. 0 . Troy. We herewith present to the readers of the 3Iiami Co. History, a sketch of the life of Joseph S. Cray, eldest son of
Richard and 3Iary A. Cray ; he was born in Hunterdon Co, N. J , Nov. 25, 1827;
his parents emigrated to Butler Co, Ohio, in 1838, and removed to 3Iiami Co. in
1851. J. S. Cray was married to 3Iiss Elizabeth Stine Aug. 30,1854, and they commenced their married life on the Richard 3Iorrow farm, in Washington Township;
their marriage was a happy one. but they toiled early and late, and were content
with their lot as they saw their wealth gradually increasing ; their children—three
boys ancl one girl—grew up-around them, thus giving them greater stimulus for
exertion ; J . Albert vvas born Nov. 20. 1855 : 31ary A. L , July- 20, 1857 ; she is
now the wife of Daniel Favorite : Charles R. was born J u n e 30, 1860 ; and WiUiam A , 3Iay 7, 1863; the daughter married into an old and wealthy family of this
township ; she was married to 3Ir. Favorite, in Troy, by Rev. J. P. Watson, and an
elegant reception was given them by the parents of the bride ; their first child
was born 3Iarch 24. 1878, and was named Joseph W. 3Ir. Cray is the owner of a
fine farm of 102 acres : his barns and outbuildings are first-class, and his orchard
is a large o n e ; the farm is in a high state of cultivation, showing the prosperity
of the owner. Typhoid fever made its appearance for the first time in the history
of the county during his younger days, and two sisters and one brother fell victims to the disease ; he persistently refused to take the doctor's drugs, ancl was
the only one who was attacked that recovered. He has held the office of School
Director twelve years, ancl was elected Township Trustee, but resigned, as the
office was forced upon him against his will; he is well posted upon the current
topics of the day. and votes his sentiments irrespective of party lines ; his home
is one of comfort, and he is a kind and obliging neighbor, an excellent husband,
and an indulgent father.
CHARLES H. CULBERTSON, attorney at law, Troy. Our subject was born
in Troy Nov. 7, 1831, and is a sonof Samuel ancl 3Iary (Hedges) Culbertson ; the
ancestors of this family originally came from Scotland and settled in Cumberland
Co, Penn.. early in the eighteenth century, where they established and built up
what has since been known as Culbertson's Row.; five brothers, viz, Joseph, Robert
H , Henry W , Sarauel and John, immigrated to this county in 1807, and located
in Troy : they were a fiunily of merchants, and did the chief part ofthe business in Troy
during a period of several years : they were all prominent business men, and put up
most of the early buildings of Troy, prominent among which are Culbertson's Alills,
and Cairn's warehouse ; they were extensive boat-owners, and were buyers of pork,
grain etc.. furnishing a market for the produce of the country, and doing much to
build up the commercial wealth of the county : two of the brothers were soldiers in
the war of 1812. Samuel ancl 3Iary (Hedges) Culbertson. were the parents often
children, five boys ancl five girls, eight of whom grew to manhood and womanhood ;
the eldest daughter. Catherine E. 3Ioore. was one of the twenty-seven organizers of
the Christian Church in Troy ; she was an exemplary Christian woman of extraordinary ability and much force of character, having the mind to plan and the decision
to execute. John AA'.. the eldest son. is an oculist and aurist of considerable celebrity ; he is at the head of the eye ancl ear infirmary of Culbertson & Eaton,
located at Indianapolis. Charles H. is a prominent lawyer and a self-made man ;
as a jurist, he stands high in the profession, and has a most extensive practice,
which his urbanity of manners and strict attention to business have justly merited ;
he has made himself one ofthe solid men of the county, being a large real-estate
owner.
On the 1st of Februaiy, 1855, he was married to Elizabeth Stewart,
daughter of Andrew Stewart, a wealthy farmer ; the nuptials were performed at the
house on the northwest corner of Alarket ancl Water streets, ou the moming the
brick building on the opposite corner was destroyed by fire ; 3Ir. C. soon after came
in possession of the same property, where he has since erected one ofthe finest dwellings in Troy, in which 3Ir. and 3Irs. C. have resided ever since, enioying the blessings
of good health and congenial society ; their minds being of a similar cast, they
have partaken of the same joys and pleasures ; he is a member of the 3Iasonic
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Order. The third son, Col. Samuel S, volunteered in the regular army, in September, 1861, as a private, but was soon after appointed 2d Lieutenant, upon the
recommendation of Gov7. 0. P. 3Iorton ; he afterward rose, by his own efforts, to
the rank of Major, and was brevetted Colonel for meritorious conduct; he is now
in charge of mines near LeadviUe. He married 3Iiss Hill, daughter of John Hill,
of Indianapolis. Asenath E , deceased wife of James Kerr, since removed to
Illinois, and left a large family of children ; the fifth child of Samuel and 3Iary,
was Nancy D , 3Irs. Kerr. Joseph and Charlotte H.. were twins : Joseph was a
soldier in the rebellion, a member ofthe l l t h 0. V. I. ; he served for more than a
yrear, and was discharged for wounds, for which he draws a full pension. He has
since married the only daughter of Jonathan Drake, ancl reared a very interesting
family of six children ; he is a prominent advocate of the cause of temperance.
Charlotte H. married Augustus D. Grosvenor, son of Daniel Grosvenor, one of the
oldest lawyers in the State, and resides at Clarinda. Iowa.
3IRS. ELIZA (AVRIGHT) CULBERTSON. retired, Troy; the lady of the
above name was born in Niagara Co.. N. Y., in 1811. Her parents, Porter and
Louise AArright, were born in A'ermont. and removed to the above county at an
early day, during one of the terrible Indian wars that infested that countiy ; there
they lived a number of years ; her mother dying, her father came AA'est, and in the
State of Indiana departed this life. She has been thrice married, first vvith
Nathaniel Heywood. in 1830, by whom she had five children, two living, viz, William H. and Alexander 31.; Mr. H. died in 1840, aged 41 years. Her second marriage was with Daniel Bates, in 1843, by whom she had two cliildren—Harriet L. and
Eliza A.; 3Ir. B. died in 1850, aged 38 years. Her third and last marriage was
celebrated with Samuel Culbertson in 1857 ; he departed this life in April, 1876.
aged 77 vears. She has lived in Troy twentv-seven vears. Death has been a frequent visitant to her family, but with true Christian fortitude she awaits the call
that will again unite the ties that have been severed.
AVILLIAAI CURTIS, farmer; P. O. Troy ; 3Ir. Curtis is a man to whom we
gladly give space in our biographical department. He is a self-made man, having
started in life with very limited capital; he is now reckoned as one of the wealthy
men of the townsliip ; and his farm is perhaps the equal of any for beauty and fertility. He was born in 1824 in this county. His parents" names were Hiram and
Jane Curtis. Hiram was born in Nortli Carolina, and came to Ohio when 7
years of age. Jane Sheets, the mother of AA'illiam. was a native of Pennsylvania.
During the war of 1812. Hiram helped supply the army with provisions. This
lovely land was then the home of the Indian, wild deer and wolf. To-day it is the
model of civilization and prosperity : the heavy woodland has given way to the
ax of the pioneer, and, in its stead, a heavy harvest is being gathered. AAilliam
was married to Aliss Sally Freese June 24.1849 ; her parents were natives of North
Carolina and were of German descent. AArilliam and Sally Curtis have had thirteen
children, of whom twelve are now living—Sarali A. was born in 1850 ; Alary J. in
1851; Francis Z , Julv 25, 1853: AAilliam D., April 17. 1854: Alartin A., April 5,
1856 ; Elwood J.. Jam 3, 1859 ; Peter H„ Oct. 3. I860 ; Calvin D.. June 11, 1862 ;
Lydia B , Nov. 5. 1863 ; Nannie E , Sept. 3. 1865 : 3Iinnie 31, 31 ay 13, 1867 ;
Burnette, Feb. 9. 1869, and Charles H., July 10, 1871. Calvin is the only member
of the family that is not living. Sarah A. is the wife of David Stahl. and resides
in Darke Co. All the other cliildren live in this county, and have married well,
Mr. Curtis has always been noted for his integrity, and has for several years been
connected with the public schools in an official capacity. Both 3Ir. and 3Irs. Curtis are members of the Christian Church, and live in accordance with its teachings.
They have an elegant residence and live well, as 3Ir. Curtis is a generous provider.
He never voted any other than the Republican ticket, but takes very little part in
politics.
JOHN AV. DEFREES, editor of the Miami Union. Troy; son of John
and 3Iary Defrees, was bom Nov. 4, 1809, in Rockbridge Co, Ya.; came
with his parents to Piqua, Ohio, in December, 1814; remained with his
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father, who settled in the woods, two and one-half miles south of Piqua,
until the fall of 1836, having aided, from the time he was large enough
to do even the lightest work, in clearing up and cultivating the new farm;
left home in October, 1836, going to Goshen, I n d , where he took a position with the
late Johu L. 3Ieredith, in a store belonging to 3Ir. AA'm. Barbee, of Troy; returned
home in 1837. and, in Alarch, 1838. accepted a clerkship in the store of the late
AArm. Scott, where he remained three consecutive years ; left the store in April, 1841,
and. in the succeeding fall, purchased the office of the Piqua Intelligencer, remodeled it. and commenced the publication of the Piqua Register, which he continued
to publish uninterruptedly until January. 1857, when he sold o u t ; duiing the latter
part of the time, the paper was published three years semi-weekly, and then
changed to a tri-weekly. and as tri-weekly and weekly ran four years ; after selling
the Register office he spent one year on a farm, when he was nominated and elected
County Auditor, serving two terms, retiring in 1863 ; at the close of 1864. at the
solicitation of a number of prominent men of Troy, he brought on a new office,
and commenced the publication. Jan. 1. 1865, of the Miami Union, with which he
is still connected : through the usual trials and tribulations attending the building
up of a new paper (including the total loss by fire of an office, vvith all the materials, books, papers, stock and a good library), by dint of much hard work and
assiduous attention to business, he has brought the Miami Union up to the position
it now occupies.
J O H N B. DEAA'EESE. engineer. Troy. The subject of this sketch was born in
this county in the year 1832 ; he is a son of Joshua and Alary (Gerard) Deweese ;
Joshua was the son of Samuel, the first Baptist preacher in the 3Iiami A'alley ;
3Iarv Gerard Deweese was the daughter of Henry Gerard, who came to this county
in an early day. in company with Jacob and John Knoop, who made the first settlement in Staunton Township, where he lived to see the county change from a wilderness to one of the banner counties of the State ; he was the father of twenty-two
children ; 31 ary. the mother of our subject, was, it is claimed, the first white woman
born in 3Iiami Co., in the year 1800, in which place she lived till her decease, in
187S : she was the mother of fourteen children, thirteen of whom reached maturity.
Air. Deweese has always lived near Troy ; his early education was very limited,
and. although he never attended school more than six months in his life, by close
application ancl natural genius combined, he has educated himself as a successful
business man ; he has mechanical genius, by which he has constructed a patent
grain dump, now in successful operation ; for the past twenty-five years he has
foUowed his trade, except during the war. Sept. 5. 1861. he enlisted in the 42d
O. A'. I , under Col. James A. Garfield, in whose command he remained about one
year : he was afterward under Cols. Sheldon and Pardee : was in the fight at
Paintsville, and was penned in with his comrades at Cumberland Gap ; the battles
of Chickasaw Bayou. Arkansas Post, A'icksburg. and twice assisted in the taking
of Jackson, Aliss.. and other battles of the Department of the Gulf: he was discharged, after three years and three months" service, at Columbus. Ohio. Oct. 13,
1852. he celebrated his marriage with Caroline A. Hosier : they are parents of
four children—Jason R , born "Aug. 1 0 , 1 8 5 3 : Charles AV.. born Oct. 2 1 , 1 8 5 6 ;
Callie B., born Oct. 8. 1858 : and Nancy J., born Dec. 25. I860—all of whom are
with their parents except Jason R.. who died in his 3d vear.
J. D. DEAA'EESE. farmer; P. 0 . Troy. J. D. Deweese was born in Staunton
Township, Alay 5.1823 : he was the eldest son of Thomas and Ruth Deweese, to
whom were born seven children : of this tamily. three of the boys, and one girl are
vet living. Samuel Deweese was his first teacher and 3Ir. Bates the next; Gen.
AVebb was also a pedagogue in those days, and wielded the birch vvith great dignity.
The education young Deweese received was a very good one, considering the
advantages he had. He was married to Aliss Alartha L. Ruth on the 27th of June,
1844. by Rev. Stephenson. 3Iiss Ruth was born on the 15th of September, 1822,
in Lancaster Co., P e n n , and resided there until a short time before her marriage.
They spent uo time ;; seeing the sights " and spending money that could in those
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times be used to such good advantage in other ways, but at once commenced
housekeeping on the old home farm, where 3Ir. Deweese was born. Oct. 2,
1845, William T. was born ; 3Iatthias D. was born Dec. 18, 1847 ; he died March
13, 1870, after a lingering illness ; Andrew G, the third son, was born Jan. 9, and
now lives near Sedalia, 3Io. He wedded 3Iiss Clara Counts, of Staunton Township,
Jan. 28, 1874. Harr}' L. was born Sept. 27, 1852, ancl is now living with his brother
Andrew on their farm, near Sedalia, 3Io. On the 12th day of September, 1859. little
Ruth E. first saw the light; the joy of the parents knew no bounds, but in two
short years she was laid beneath the sod, and the soft September winds sang their
gentle requiem over her grave ; her demise occurred Sept. 22, 1861. 3Ir. Deweese
purchased his present home in 1859 ; before his removal thither, he erected the
finest residence between Troy and Piqua, on the old Piqua Pike ; the view
from this residence is the equal of any in this neighborhood, and overlooks the
city of Troy, the 3Iiami River ancl canal, as well as the magnificent Infirmary
Building, which is a credit to 31iami Co. The farm, of 117 acres, is in a high state
of cultivation. They removed to this farm Dec. 17. 1873, ancl its nearness to
Troy renders it convenient to trade, church privileges, etc. 31r. and 3Irs. Deweese
are both members of the Episcopal Church, and have lived in accordance with its
rules for the past thirty-six years. They are surrounded by comforts, and their
old age will surely be one of happiness and plenty.
W. H. H. DYE, proprietor of Dye's Oil 31111. Troy. 3Ir. Dye, being among
the oldest as well as the most influential settlers of 3Iiami Co.. naturally occupies
a prominent position in the biographical department of his county's history. He
is ason of William and Elizabeth (Evans) Dye, and was born Dec. 26, 1813 ; the
father, William, was a native of Pennsylvania, from which State he emigrated to
3Iiami Co, and located in Staunton Township in the beginning of the present century, where his death occurred Jan. 28, 1823 ; the mother, Elizabeth, was born in
3Iaryland, but immigrated with her parents to Kentucky in her infancy, where she
resided until her marriage ; having reached a good old age, she died in 1850, at
the residence of her son, AA7. H. H. Dye. AAilliam, as well as the grandfather. Andrew, with whom he emigrated here, figured conspicuously among the early pioneers
of the county, and in another department of our work has received a more extended mention ; Andrew Dve died at the advanced age of 93 vears. W. H. H.
Dye, our subject, remained with his father upon the home farm, where he obtained
a practical but limited education, till his 16th year, when he accepted a clerkship
in Troy, which position he occupied about four years ; in 1832, he engaged in the
mercantile business, in which he prospered, and in 1838, he began the distillery
and milling business, by purchasing the property now known as Dye's mills, and
continued this uninterruptedly until 1865. part of the time in connection with the
mercantile trade ; he abandoned the distillery in 1865, and in 1877, he converted
the same into an oil-mill, of wliich mention is made in the history of Troy. In
1871, he organized the banking house of AA7. H. H. Dye & Son, now known as the
3Iiami Co. Bank. 3Ir. D. has prominently identified himself as a generous citizen,
as well as a man of great ability in business. In 1839, he married 3Iartha Cuibertson. who has borne him seven children, six daughters and one son.
3IRS. 3IARIA H. DYE. Troy. AVe are pleased to give 3Irs. Dye a record
in this history, as she represents a worthy family ; she was born Aug. 14. 1820 ;
and was a daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Gerhart) Thomas ; they are mentioned at length in the sketch of Aaron Thomas, as are also their children. Mrs.
Dye's grandparents were Abraham and Susannah (Smith) Thomas, who were
natives of Kentucky. The wedding of 3Iiss 3Iaria H. Thoraas and 3Iinor L. Dye
was celebrated Oct. 27, 1840, Rev. Richard Brandriff performing the ceremony ;
their children were born in the following order : Orlando AV., Sept. 9. 1841; Sarah
C, Nov. 1, 1842 ; Thomas S, Feb. 15, 1844 ; Aliranda L,- March 3, 1845 ; Eva,
Aug. 9, 1854, and Laura B , Jan. 25,1858. Eva's demise occurred Oct. 11, 1855.
Mr. Dye was a prosperous man, and left to his widow a lovely farm near Troy ;
his death occurred July 19, 1879, and of him may truthfully be said, that for
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honesty and generosity he was ever noted. He was a life-long Christian, a loving
father and a prominent member of the 3Iasonic fraternity. His descendants, for
all time, may look back with pride upon the pure record of their ancestry. 3Ir.
Dye was interred in the Thomas Cemetery.' Their eldest daughter, 3Iiranda L ,
wedded Charles B. Palmer, Dec. 25. 1866 ; their children were born in the following order : 3Iinor J.. April 13, 1868: Clinton E., April 11, 1870 ; L. T ,
Feb. 22, 1872 ; Charlie B.. J r , July 23, 1874 ; Wilbur G., June 19, 1876, and
Hugh D , Oct. 6, 1878. Orlando AV. Dye wedded Aliss Jennie Brandenbury Sept.
4, 1867; ancl their daughter. Effie G., was born Nov. 2. 1868. Thomas S. Dye married Miss Sallie Krise Nov. 12, 1874 ; he manages the farm, and resides with his
mother; his wife is a musician of merit, having been organist of the Lutheran
Church, of which she has been a member since childhood ; they have two children
—Leila AA7. and AAralter E . ; Leila was born Alay 19. 1876, and AValter Sept. 6,
1878. The familv are very intelligent, and are much engaged in intellectual culture,
J O H N C. DYE, retired farmer: P. 0 . Troy. John C. Dye is one of the pioneers of 3Iiami Co.; born in Greene Co., Penn, Oct. 16, 1807 ; he accompanied
his father to Aliami Co. in 1810 at 3 years of age, and settled in Elizabeth Township, where his father entered a section of rich farming land and spent the remainder of his days. His'mother's maiden name was Elizabeth Clyne, a native also of
Pennsylvania, and she had fourteen children, ten of whom lived to mature age.
Two of his sisters still remain, one. Sarah, married to 3Ir. Startler, still lives upon
the old fann, and the other. Elizabeth, was married to 3Ir. James Dye. The subject of our sketch was raised on the home farm until he was 23 years of age, when
he began life for himself as a farmer. He was married 3Iay 20. 1829, to Elizabeth Green, daughter of George AA7. Green, his wife being a native of 3Iiami Co.
She died 31arch 30. 1879. They had eleven children, four of whom have died,
there remaining the following : Jane, Benjamin H , Joseph G , Sidney, Elizabeth,
Eleanor and AVilliam G. 3Ir. Dye followed farming ever since his marriage, aud
also learned the trade of a miller ; his farm increased to 300 acres, and he there
resided until he removed to Troy in 31 arch, 1880, having disposed of his land.
Politically. 31r. Dye is a Republican, and has always been a prominent worker in
the party's ranks in his township. He served as Justice of the Peace for nine
years in Elizabeth Township. He has been a member of the Baptist denomination for over fifteen years. His venerable father died in 1842. and his mother
followed in 1855. He now expects to spend the remainder of his ripe old age in
ease and comfort in Troy, surrounded by his children ancl the comforts of a life
well spent, a duty well performed and a promise of the future happiness that
awaits the humble Christian man.
3IOSES B. EARNHART. lawyer. Troy. 3Ir. Earnhart is a young mau of
about 30 years ; he was born near Fletcher, this county, and is the only son of
Jacob and Philena (Branson) Earnhart. His father is a Christian minister, and his
mother a daughter of 3Ioses N. Branson. He received his early education in the
common schools, and in the high school of Troy, of which he is a graduate, after
which he took a course at the 3Iiami University at Oxford. Ohio, and the 3Iichigan
University Law School, where he graduated in 1874. His mother dying iu his
boyhood, he afterward made his home with his uncle, Commissioner Northcut. until
1875, when he removed to Troy and began the practice of his profession. He has
served two terms in the office of 3Iayor. discharging the duties satisfactorily. In
the fall of 1879, he was elected Prosecuting Attorney of the county. He is an
active worker in the affairs of the community, being Captain of Troy Guards at
this time. As a practitioner, he is successful and entirely self made ; is a reticent,
non-obtrusive gentleman, preferring that modest worth sliould win him the respect
and confidence of the people ; his progress since his admission to the bar has been
steady, ancl he bids fair to become one of the leading lawyers of the place. As a
lecturer, he has a record not unworthy of mention ; he has made several successful efforts in that line; among which was *' The Trial of Christ from a Legal Standpoint." On the 30th of July, 1876, he was joined in wedlock to Lizzie, daughter
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of David McCampbell. Mr. Earnhart is an active member in the Christian Church.
MRS. LYDIA ENYBART, Troy. Mrs. Lydia Enyeart is a worthy representative of one of our oldest and best families ; she is a daughter of one of the
first families in the county, and the name of 3Iartindale is one ever associated with
honor and gentility. Her husband, John L. Enyeart, came to this county in 1830,
with $10 in his pocket; he was married in 1840, to the lady who still survives and
bears his name. The children were ten in number, eight survive—Sarah J. (wife
of David Coppock), Hester R. (the wife of H. H. Miller), Thomas J. (married Elizabeth Pearson), Elizabetii (married Leander AIcDonald), Alartha C. (is the wife of
Philip AVhite), Rebecca (married Daniel Elliot,) John (is the husband of 3Iaggie
Connor), and 3Iary (is Johnston Garvey's wife). 3Ir. Enyeart died in 1867. By
industry- and frugality, he was then owner of 358 acres of land, equaling any in the
township, worth uot less than $29,000.
Thomas now lives with his mother and
manages the farm. 3Irs. Enyeart is now grandmother of twenty-three cliildren.
For more than a half-century, she has been a consistent member of the Christian
Church ; her home is a pleasant one. near Troy, and her declining years will surely
be passed in comfort.
AVILLIA3I A. EVANS, grocer, Troy. The subject of this sketch was boru
near Piqua, Ohio, in the year 1839 ; he is a son of Luke, a native of New Hampshire, and Rebekah (Adams) Evans, a native of New Jersey, who came to this
county about forty-two years ago. and settled on a farm four miles northeast of Piqua, where he remained till the year 1869, when he removed to
Piqua, and retired from active life. William A. lived with his parents on the farm,
till the year 1861, when he went to Illinois, intending to try his fortune in the
AVest. In August, 1862, at the call of his country, enlisted under Col. A. C. Harding, in the 83d I. Ar. I. On the 3d day of February. 1863, he was wounded at Ft.
Donelson, after which, he remained in the hospital for twelve months, being
removed from one place to another, and suffering the effects of transportation on
his already impaired health. On the 3rd of February, 1864, he vvas honorably discharged on account of his wounds. After remaining in Alonmouth, 111, for a few
months, he returned to the home of his boyhood, where he remained with his parents till their removal to Piqua, being unable to perforin manual labor, his health
ancl constitution being broken down by arm}' life. In the fall of 1869, the people, in appreciation of his character and services to his country, elected him Sheriff,
which office he held for two successive terms. Sept. 16. 1873. wliile the incumbent of the office of Sheriff, he was joined in wedlock to Sarah B. Clyde, a daughter of George C. Clyde, one of 3Iiami's oldest citizens.
After retiring from office,
Mr. A. spent his time in overseeing the farm, and other private affairs. In April,
1878, he opened a grocery in Troy, in connection with John C. Rogers, under the
firm name of Evans & Rogers, where he continues to carry on a large trade, supported by his many friends.
CAREY A. FOWLER, farmer : P. O. Troy. Carey A. Fowler is one of our
prosperous fanners, and his standing in the community gives him a place in the
front rank. His parents. John D. and Nancy Fowler, emigrated from AA7abash,
Indiana, and settled upon the quarter section now occupied by Carey, in 1835.
J o h n was a native of Pennsylvania, but came to Brown County, Ohio, in 1804;
Nancy Fowler was born in Brown County, and they were married, probably, in
1821, and afterward moved to Kentucky ; again removed to AVabash. Indiana.
He was rather peripatetic, but nevertheless managed to keep about all he ever
owned. Game was plenty in those clays, and many of the settlers depended upon
the supplies derived from this source for sustenance. The Temperance Crusade
was then a thing unthought of, and whisky was almost as common as water ; Carey
was the exceptional boy who never partook of the beverage, and the old men
reaUy feared that his constitution would give way, did he not drink; but nearly
all of those are gone that indulged so freely7; Carey is as ardently opposed to
tippling, as during his youthful days. Athletic sports were much indulged in
during the early settlement of the country, and prowess, rather than intellect, was
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in favor. His first school teacher was Col. Westlake, and his first writing desk, a
slab laid upon pegs driven into the logs. Teachers all knew how to handle the
birch to perfection. Carey was wedded to 3Iiss 3Iary E. 3Iurphy. Sept. 21,
1851. After a brief wedding tour, they settled on the farm upon which they now
live, and where their children were born. Two sons—Frederick AA'. and Ulysses
S. Grant; two daughters, Ariola E. and Eldora AI. Frederick is the husband of
Aliss Sarah E. Frazier. and resides on the Fowler homestead. Eldora 31. is the
wife of Charles Throckmorton, and resides in Brown Township. Ulysses S. is still
continuing his studies, developing into a promising man. John D. Fowler was
elected Justice in 1851, and removed to Troy. Carey purchased the land of him,
and subsequently another 80 adjoining. He also owns property in Troy. His
farm is one of the finest in the neighborhood, and has two of the finest orchards
upon it. perhaps, in the township. His residence is a commanding one, and the
barns and out-buildings large and well kept. He superintends his farm ; works,
or not. as he pleases; but devotes much of his time to reading. His library is a
very good one, and constantly increasing. He is a Liberal Theologian, and a
sound Republican, ancl for years has been 31aster of Troy Grange, ancl sets great
store by this order, in which he has enjoyed great distinction. He has great faith
in its moral, social, and intellectual development. John D.. the father of Carey,
died in 3Iarch, 1871, ancl his mother, in 1876 : they are lying side by side in
Rosehill Cemetery.
NATHAN FRAZIER. farmer; P. 0. Troy. Nathan Frazier was born Feb.
22. 1831, and was the son of Israel and Sarali (Smith) Frazier : his father died when
Nathan was 18 months old. and his mother married John Deweese, in 1835 ; they
moved to Darke Co.. and 3Ir. Deweese bought a piece of woods, which, at that time,
was called a farm. Deweese was a great hunter, and his time was spent in the
ohase with his dog and gun ; while the boys (Deweese had three sons) did the
clearing, and, in fact, all that was done. Game of all kinds was abundant, and
deer and turkeys were often shot from the cabin window. His life was an oppressive one, and his mother persuaded him to return to his native county, which he
did in the spring of 1845. His education had been wholly neglected until this
time. He engaged with his brother-in-law, Solomon Kerns, and worked for him
until the age of 21. when he was furnished a suit of clothes, and 8100 in cash. In
1852. his brother John urged him to go with him to California, to which he consented, and they started, very soon after, for New York. Upon tlieir arrival there,
it was ascertained that they would have to stay ninety days before they could
obtain passage, all the berths in out-going vessels having been taken. They
stopped in New York one week. and. finally, concluded to return home, which was
at once acted upon. Nathan's ready cash was almost spent by the time of his
arrival, and he again commenced work for 31r. Kerns. Afterward, he hired to
another man. for S 12.50 per month. A strong attachment had been formed by
Nathan for Aliss Eleanor Robbins. and they were subsequently married, on the
21st of April. 1850. They had neither home. cow. horse nor sheep, and only $75
in money ; but in a small log cabin, which Nathan had built on his brother's land,
they commenced their married life. In 1857. he began farming aud buying stock.
Year by year he prospered, and. in 1865. he purchased the handsome farm upon
which he now .resides, and all the substantial improvements were made by him.
The fine orchard, together with the large barns and granaries, make this one of the
most desirable farms in the neighborhood. Five of tbe six children born to them
are now living—Sarah E.. 3Iary F.. Emma B.. Alartha J.. Charles AV. and James E . :
Sarah is the wife of Frederick AA'. Fowler, and resides on the Fowler farm ; the
other children are rapidly advancing in their studies, and are developing fine
musical abilities. Their home is surrounded vvith comforts, aucl the courtesy
shown to friends is a fitting tribute to the teaching of their estimable parents.
From a wilderness, 3Ir. Frazier now beholds the fields of grain, where the forests
once stood. His energy mav be understood, when, for his tuition, he chopped
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wood for 25 cents per cord, during the noon time, and corded it after night, when
he had finished his work for other men.
3IICHAEL FRONTZ, retired, farmer; P. 0. Troy. Mr. Michael Frontz is one
of the prominent farmers, having lived forty-one years in the township. He was
bom in Germany, and came to Ohio in 1834. settling in 3Iiamisburg. His earthly
possessions consisted of only a few dollars, but fortune smiled on him from the first,
and he has steadily prospered. He courted, and afterward married. 3Iiss 3Iary
Eberd, of Montgomery Co, 3Iay 4, 1836, Rev. Daniel Winters officiating. Their
wedding tour was taken from Dayton to their home in a two-horse wagon. Housekeeping was commenced on a farm owned by the father of the bride, where they
lived very happily together. The second year 3Ir. Frontz purchased four acres of
land and erected a weaving establishment. He made a specialty of coverlets, and
to say that they were genuine would be only the truth. The children each have a
specimen of his work, looking almost as good as new, that was woven in 1837.
Seven children were born, and three are now living—Sarah J. is the wife of Rev.
George Tenney ; AVilliam, the only son, married Miss Sarah J. Honeyman : Alary
A. is the wife of William Sager, who now looks after the farming interests. Air.
Frontz had an attack of paralysis in October, 1879, since which time he has been
confined to the house. His wife died April 12, 1868, since which time Airs. Sager,
his daughter, has superintended household matters, and is a splendid housekeeper.
The orchard and buildings are all in good shape, and the farm is a nice one. They
are comfortably situated and everything presents an appearance of neatness and
prosperity. 3Ir. Frontz is 72 years old, and was born in Gutenberg, Germany,
in 1807. He has witnessed much of the growth of this country, and his life
has been a financial success. He views the situation politically from a Democratic standpoint, ancl is the first Democratic supporter of the 3Iiami Co. history in
this township. For fifty-eight years he has been an active member in the Lutheran
Church, and has lived strictly in accordance with its teachings.
W. H. H. GAHAGAN (deceased); born in Miami"Co.. Ohio, Nov. 14,
1835 ; was a son of AV. H. Gahagan. a prominent agriculturist: he was the chief
organizer of the Aliami Co. Agiicultural Society, ancl served as its Secretary for
seventeen years : died April 14, 1870; his wife, whose maiden name was
Hester L. Culbertson, died Sept. 9, 1874 : they were the parents of nine cliildren.
four daughters now living. AVilliam Gahagan, the grandfather of our subject, was
among the early pioneers of Aliami Co., and, in 1809, entered a part of the land
now within the corporation limits of Troy ; a few years later, he purchased a large
part of the land upon which the business portion of Troy now stands, donating to
the city for a cemetery the lot where now stands the first school. Our subject
being the only son. followed the occupation of his father, succeeded him on the
farm, which he greatly improved, exhibiting taste in beautifying ancl tact in managing the same ; he was a Republican in politics, ancl. while he had no aspirations
for office, labored hard for the success of the party : was patriotic ancl manifested
great interest in military affairs ; on the breaking-out of the war of the rebellion,
enlisted in the three months' service, then re-enlisted for three years in the l l t h
0. V. L, and was appointed Second Lieutenant Co. D, which position he resigned
on account of ill health ; in the fall of 1861, he returned home, and, never regaining his health, died Dec. 4, 1877.
He was married to Hannan 31. Smith April 2,
1863 ; who was born in Clark Co, Ohio, Nov. 20, 1838 : they have three children,
viz, Walter H.. Alary E. and Bessie, all now residing with their mother, who is a
daughter of David J. Smith, one of the early pioneers of Clark Co. ; was a native
of Scotland: came to America when an infant: died in Clark Co.. Sept. 13. 1878.
ELBERT P. GALBRAITH. proprietor Riverside Hotel. Troy ; was born
in Jackson, Cape Girardeau Co, Mo., March 22, 1844, and is a son of Samuel
Galbraith, born in February. 1808, now residing in Ashtabula Co, Ohio. AVhen
an infant, our subject was taken by his parents to the city of St. Louis, where he
remained in school until he attained his 10th y-ear, at which time his parents
removed to Ashtabula Co.. where they now reside, and where our subject gave his
-_™
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whole attention to his education, receiving instruction in the academy ; when the
war of the rebellion broke out, he was a student in the Normal School at West
Kingsville ; leaving school, he enlisted Aug. 8, 1861, in the three months' service,
19th 0 . Y. I , in which organization he served out his time, and, in the following
August. 1862, re-enlisted in the 105th 0 . V. I , and was at once sent to the front;
he participated in several engagements prior to Oct. 8, 1862, at whieh date he was
severely wounded, having two balls pass through his left arm, disabling him so
that he was unfit for further service ; and on the 13th day of December, was mustered out of service ; he again entered the Normal School to finish his education ;
commenced teaching school in 1865, and while teaching read medicine ; then he
went to Kentucky, and was engaged for several years in dealing in stock, after
which he was in mercantile business in Scioto Co.; in 1876 he located in 3Iiami Co,
and has since been occupied as hotel keeper; in 1878. he opened the Riverside
House in Troy, of which he is now the proprietor, and has built up a business to
the fullest capacity of the house. The writer of this article having been a guest
of the hotel in question for several months, does not hesitate to state that during
his travels of fifteen years, he has never found a better home nor a place where
the comforts of travelers are more carefully cared for. Air. Galbraith was married
to Sarah A. Pierce Feb. 16, 1870 ; she was born in Greene Co.. Ohio, in 1843 ; the
result of this union are four children, viz.. Elbert. Harry, Jessie and an infant;
3Irs. Pierce had been previously niarried to AVilliam E. Stubbs, a Alethodist minister, who was born in Delaware, and died in October. 1863. by which union were
two children—Charles E. and Rosa Bell; her second husband, Wiley T. Pierce,
was also a Alethodist minister, a native of Tennessee : died in Adams Co., Ohio,
in I860.
HARRISON GALE, restaurant and saloon keeper, Troy. Harrison Gale
was born in Licking Co, Ohio. Dec. 4, 1822; his boyhood was spent on the farm,
ancl his education received in the common schools : at the age of 15. he engaged
on the Ohio. Canal, with a half-brother, working for the State; when about 18. he
started for himself, running a boat ou the same canal, which he continued to do
till 1849. at which time he brought his boat down the Ohio tlirough the locks at
Cincinnati into the 3Iiami Canal, where he continued the boating business for a
period of seven years, running on that and the Wabash Canal ; afterward he
located in Troy and was elected Constable and Alarshal for four successive years,
performing his duties in a business-like and satisfactory manner: iu 1860, he
opened a restaurant in Troy (see directory), where he continues business, keeping
everything in the line of eatables, and a supply of billiard tables, where his many
friends can while away a pleasant hour. He has a wife and four children—Laura,
Belle. AA'illiam H. Courtney, ancl Hanison (deceased); he is surrounded by his
children, and spending his mature years quietly and pleasantly : his maniage
occurred in 1863 with Aliss Emily Ravenscraft.
D. C. GIDEON, physician and surgeon. Troy. A short genealogy will be first
in order. Alfred L. Gideon was born in 1826 ; Elizabeth Clark Gideon, Dec. 15,
1820 : their only child, David C. Gideon. Nov. 27. 1848: Jacob Row7 was born in
1810. and his wife, Sarah Bost. in 1811 : they were parents of John, George,
Jacob. Alary, Carrie, Lydia and Sarah : D. C. Gideon and Sarah Row were married
in 1868 ; their sons were born—Alfred L , J u n e 4. 1868. and Clark 3IcKenzie,
April 6. 1873 ; Dr. Gideon's grandfather, Rev. David Clark, married 3Iiss Sally
Winans. daughter of Samuel and Sally AVinans. in 1806 : thev emigrated to Aliami
Co.. from New Jersey, in 1809 ; he had previously been here and purchased laud,
coming from Kentuckv7, in 1804 : in 1805. he burned and delivered brick for the
first brick house built in Cincinnati; he was one of the pioneer 31ethodist ministers in this county ; they were parents of Winans, John, Carman, Sally H. and
Elizabeth Clark; his father, David Clark, Sr, was a native of Scotland; Rev.
David Clark was originally owner of the land Tippecanoe is now built upon, donating the lot for the Hyattsville 31. E. Church; he sold his possessions to Robert
Evans, in 1830, and emigrated to Sangamon Co, 111. ; for forty years he was an
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ordained minister; D. C. Gideon began the study of medicine in 1865, and graduated at the Eclectic 3Iedical Institute of Cincinnati. Ohio, in February, 1873 ; he
formed a partnership with his preceptor. Dr. John Clark; duiing his stay in
Danvers, 3IcLean Co, 111, Dr. Gideon was editor and proprietor of the Danvers
Independent, one of the spiciest local papers in the State; he emigrated East
instead of AVest, 3Iarch 1, 1880. and settled in Troy, the home of his ancestry.
PETER GRAY, farmer ; P. 0. Troy. This gentleman deserves a place in
history, as he is a prominent farmer, and his influence in his neighborhood
is considerable ; he is a native of A'irginia, and was born in Alorgan Co. in 1837 ;
when he came to 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, in 1858, his worldly possessions amounted
to $50 ; he stopped among strangers, and commenced work at $13 per month : the
next year, he was employed in farming the land of his former employer, and for
his share received one-third of all lie raised ; he continued on this farm for nine
years, and by economy had managed to lay by a nice little sum : he then came to
Troy and commenced work for Reuben 3Iichaels, receiving 80 cents per day when
he worked, and his board when he did nothing; during this time, he formed an
acquaintance with, and afterward married, 3Iiss Josephine Byrkett, daughter of
Solomon and Catharine Byrkett; in January following, they commenced housekeeping in an old washhouse on the Favorite farm ; in 31a rch. he rented and moved
upon a farm in the immediate vicinity : after working this place one year, he purchased the farm where he now resides, paying for the same $75 per acre ; he now
owns 100 acres of nice land, of which 90 acres are in cultivation ; all this was
accumulated by his own hard labor. Their children are named respectively James
P., John H. and 3Iaggie E.; James P. wras born 31arcli 19, 1871 ; John H. April
11, 1873, ancl 31 aggie H. Sept. 15. 1877 ; the schoolhouse across the way affords
them an excellent opportunity for obtaining an education. 31 rs. G. is a member
of the Christian Church, and will surely rear her children in accordance with its
teachings. Politically, Mr. Gray is a Republican, and his business integrity has
made him one of our solid men ; from $50 in 1858, to $10,000 in 1880, is a fitting
exhibit of his industry.
DANIEL GROSVENOR (deceased). Daniel Grosvenor. who was ranked
among the earliest inhabitants of Troy, was born in Fairfax A't, 3Iay 8. 1795,
and was directly descended from an old English family of that name: his
boyhood was spent on a farm, where he acquired his education mainly by his
own exertions, studying such books as he could procure, by the light of a pine
knot or the brush-heap fires. AVhen 19 years of age, he belonged' to a militia
company of Green Aiountain Boys, and went, with his squirrel rifle over his shoulder, to join the army and assist in repelling the British attack on Plattsburg, N.
Y.; he here participated in the battle of Plattsburg. lasting about three days, in
September, 1814, and was a witness to Commodore 3IcDonough"s victory over the
British fleet on Lake Champlain. He came to Ohio in 1819, settling at Troy, where
he supported himself by teaching school while pursuing his legal studies : he was
duly admitted to practice April 12, 1822, and served as Auditor of 31iami Co.
from 1822 to 1829. Dec. 1, 1829. he married Frances Barber : she vvas born at
Colerain, Mass, July 29, 1804, and, while yet a child, removed to Truxton. Cortland Co, N. Y.; in 1821, she came to Ohio with her relatives and settled in Troy ;
they had seven children, all but one of whom arrived at mature age : three were
boys and four girls, and of these the eldest son and two daughters are deceased,
and two sons and two daughters are yet living. The subject of our sketch continued in the practice of his profession at Troy many years, and also engaged in
mercantile pursuits, until failing health compelled him to quit the law office : he
was prominent in political life as an original and out-spoken Abolitionist in the
times when danger attended such an avowal, but he lived to see the fulfillment of
his prophecies and hopes during the late civil war. He was long connected with
the Wesleyan 3Iethodist Church of Troy until the time of his death, which event
occurred in the month of August, 1867, at the advanced age of 72 years ; his aged
widow survives, and stUl resides at the old family place in Troy7.
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AVILLIAAI B. HAMMOND, farmer ; P. 0 . Troy. W. B. Hammond has lived
in Aliami Co. since 1844. and is therefore entitled to representation; his education
has been of a practical sort, and previous to his marriage to 3Iiss* Amanda Miller.
which vvas celebrated Jan. 3, 1869. he was engaged in teaching in Allen Co.. since
which he has devoted his tirae to agricultural pursuits. 31r. and 3Irs. Hammond
are the parents of three children—John. George ancl Orpha : John, the eldest, was
born Nov. 5. 1869 : George Jan. 3, 1873. and Orpha J u n e 22. 1876 : they are all
attending school, and are cliildren of much promise. 3Ir. Hammond was for a
number of years connected with the Board of Education : he is a prominent member of Franklin Lodge. No. 14. A.. F. &. A. 31.. and also of 3Ionroe Grange, No.
132; politically, he is a -straight Democrat." His wife's parents. Cornelius and
Rosena -Miller, were pioneers, and their biographies appear in this work.
CHARLES J. HARK, dealer in groceries, queensware. etc.. Troy. Chas.
J. Harr is junior member ofthe firm of AVeatherhead & Co.. the leading grocery
establishment in Troy. Ohio : Air. Harr was born in Clark Co.. Ohio, in 1845 ; his
parents immigrated to Ohio probably in 1830 ; they were natives of A7irginia : they
reared a family of six children : two only are living, Charles and Julius : the father
and youngest son are now doing business in Troy. Charles learned the tinner's
trade with Young & Smithers. commencing in 1861 : he continued at that business
for fourteen years; in 1875, he formed a partnership with Henry P. AA'eatherhead,
in the business in which he is now engaged ; their trade is large and rapidlyincreasing, and the reputation of the firm is beyond question. Air. Harr was wedded
to 31iss Alartha AVorthington September. 1869 ; they are the parents of two children
—Willie D. and Gracie ; Willie was born Alay 12. 1874. and Gracie Oct. 14. 1876.
3Ir. Harr owns a nice residence on Plum street, and is one of our most enterprising
young men ; he is a charter member of Trojan Lodge, No. 100, K. P , and is also
a member of the Brass Band of Troy, of which he is Treasurer ; he is a self-made
man, having accumulated what he has by his own industry and fair dealing.
L E W I S HAYNER, manufacturer of fine whiskies, proprietary medicines, etc.,
Troy. Lewis Hayner is one of Troy's most enterprising men, and has probably
done more to advance its business interests than any man who ever lived in the
city7; he was born in Warren Co, Ohio, in 1822: his parents, John and Sarah
(Meeker) Hayner, were the parents of ten children—William, Henry, Lewis, Clark,
J o h n 3 1 , Enoch, Nicholas, 3Iaria, Sarah and Jane. The father was born in New
York ancl the mother in New7 Jersey. Lewis Hayner has been principally engaged
during his business life in the manufacture of liquors ; he built the distillery now
owned by E. Fanington in 1856 ; he erected his present distillery in 1866, the
capacity of which is 100 bushels of grain per day ; he purchased the Troy Hydraulic of Knoop's heirs in 1879 ; it was built by a company, but until this
time it had profited nothing ; 3Ir. Hayner proposes now to erect a paper-mill and
turn this fine water-power to a good use ; he has, by a long series of experiments,
perfected a " Lung 3Iedicine," and :- Catarrh Specific." from pure pine tar, and this
promises to be a boon, not only to sufferers from disease, but, also, to the manufacturer ; he has made arrangements to manufacture these medicines on a large
scale, ancl it will be a source of pride to the people of Troy to know that so valuable a remedy had its origin in their city. His marriage to 3Iiss Eliza J . Leland
was celebrated in 1848 ; they were parents of Sarah, Elizabeth. J a n e and Clark
Hayner : 3Irs. Hayner died in I860, and his second maniage, to 3Iiss J a n e Dye,
was consummated in 1862 ; they have no children: their residence, on West Franklin street, is tastily furnished, and, with 3Irs. Hayner as matron, is well presided
over; in spite of his many losses, 3Ir. Hayner is one of our wealthiest men, and
has more enterprise, perhaps, than any other of our citizens. The principle he has
solved in relation to his preparations of tar, has been vainly sought after for more
than a century : his simple appliances for the treatment of nasal catarrh and lung
diseases are perfected, and will prove of much benefit to those afflicted with such
diseases.
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HON. M. W. HAYS, physician and statesman, Troy7. We take great pride in
writing the biography of Hon. M. W. Hays, whose portrait appears in this work ;
he is, in every way, worthy of the position he now occupies, and does, not only
himself but the county, honor ; he was bomin Brown Co, Ohio, in 1840, and his
parents were Gabriel and Elizabeth Hays ; they were the parents of the following
named children: William, Thirza, Hamer R, 3Iartin L , James, 31. AV, Thenia, BUsberry, Mary P., and Eli 31. To the sons we shall have occasion to again refer. The parents were natives of Yirginia, but emigrated to Ohio at an early date. 31. AA7. Hays
did good service during his boy-hood on the farm, driving an ox team, and doing
heavy7 work ; his leisure hours were few, but these were highly7 improved ; his mind
received impressions easily, and ere his parents were aware of the change of their
boy from a lad, to the stature of a man, he stood before them, possessed of a splendid education, bearing in his hand a diploma honestly earned from one of the best colleges in the State of Ohio. In July, 1861, he enlisted in Foster's Company of Independent Cavalry, who, duiing the war, were assigned to duty at the headquarters of Gens.
Fremont, McKinstrey, Halleck and AlcPherson, and were afterward with Sherman
on his famous march to the sea. In December, 1861, he, together with ten others,
was captured by a detachment of Gen. Poindexter's men, under command of Capt.
Walker. The Doctor had raade the assertion that he would never be put inside a
rebel prison, and in thjs case it seemed as if his resolve would not hold
good. With one of his comrades, he managed to escape the first night, owing to
the extreme darkness, and reached the Union lines in safety the next afternoon. In
June, 1863, on account of disability, he was discharged and returned home ; careful nursing soon effected a radical cure, and, full of patriotism for the cause which
he espoused, he again enlisted, in the United States Navy, under Capt. Charles
Litherberry, on board the United States receiving ship, " Grampus." He was at
once detailed as Assistant Surgeon, by J. J. 3IcElhenny, Surgeon in charge. In
this capacity, he served with distinction during the remainder of the war. Returning to Russellville, Brown Co, he commenced the practice of his chosen profession
in the fall of 1865. In 1869, he was wedded to 3Iiss Sarah S, daughterof Joseph
H. and Jane A. Stafford, since which time the beautiful city of Troy- has been their
home ; they are the parents of two children—AVilliam S. and Ollie E. In the spring
of 1878, without opposition, Dr. Hays was elected Alayor of Troy, ancl, in the fall
of the same year, President of the 3Iiami County Agiicultural Board ; re-elected
in 1879, again in 1880, and is still a member of the board. In 1879, he was elected
a member of the Sixty-fourth General Assembly, by the Republican Party, whose
cause he has espoused from its beginning, and has never swerved from its solid
principles. He resigned his official position as 3Iayor, and entered upon his duties
as Representative of this district. To his honor be it said, that he was the author
of the bill providing for the maintenance of the soldiers' and sailors' orphans, by
the State instead of the county, which bill successfully passed both Houses. This
law had previously been in force, but had been repealed by the Sixty-third General
Assembly. As a citizen, a soldier, and a statesman, his record is without a stain.
His brother William was the second man in Brown Co. to enlist under the Union
banner during the war of the rebellion, and was elected Captain of Co. I. 12th 0.
V. I. ; re-enlisting at the expiration of his term of service, he was commissioned
Major of the 89th 0. Y. I. Hamer was elected Captain of Co. B, 8th Cavalry, and
served during the war in the Rocky 3Iountains. Gabriel and Elizabeth Hays
reared six stalwart sons, who did battle for the Union, and all were noble soldiers.
Two of their children, AVilliam and 3Iary, are not living; the mother of these gallant
sons is also deceased ; the father still survives, is straight as an arrow, full of
energy and pluck. Dr. 31. AV. Hays has a nice residence in Troy, fumished in a
style commensurate with his means, which are ample. His wife's mother, Mrs.
Stafford, and her daughter Agnes, find a pleasant home beneath his roof. His
courteous demeanor has made him our most popular man, and he never fails as a
candidate to run far ahead of his ticket.
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A. P. IDDINGS, farmer and stock-breeder ; P. 0 . Troy. Mr. Alfred P. Iddings,
one of the prosperous farmers of Concord Township, is the eldest son of Harrison
and Eunice Iddings, who were among the early settlers of Union Township. They
were married forty-six years ago ; Harrison, the father of Alfred, has been principally engaged in the mercantile business during his life, and now resides at Indianapolis, Ind. His son Alfred, the subject of this sketch, was born in 3Iarch, 1835, in
Union Townsliip, 3Iiami Co, Ohio ; when he was 4 years of age, his parents
moved to Peru, Ind.; Alfred still remembers the journey, and the large bands of
Indians they passed ; when he was 7 years old, his mother died, and he, together
with his younger brother, John, came back to 3Iiami Co.. and made their homes,
J o h n with his uncle, ancl Alfred with his grandmother ; at the expiration of a year,
Alfred, also, went to his Uncle David Patty's to live. The boys were hard-worked,
and but little attention was paid to their education. On the 27th day of 3Iarch,
1855, Alfred was married to 3Iiss Sarali A. Johnson, eldest daughter of John C.
and Julia A. Johnson, of this township, Rev. T. P. Childs, of Troy. Ohio, conducting the ceremonies. They have resided in this township ever since ; commenced at the bottom of the financial ladder, but are now7 numbered with those
at the top : 3Ir. Iddings owning 220 acres of excellent land, of which he has 190
acres under cultivation, the other 40 being heavy timber. He pays especial attention to breeding fine horses, and has some of the best Clydesdale colts in the township ; the other stock—hogs, sheep and cattle—bear evidence of good care. Their
children are five in number,-three sons and two daughters ; the first child, John H ,
was born November 10, 1858. but died in infancy : Joseph H. vvas born Jan. 9,
1860; Samuel P.. Dec. 7, 1862; Rosa B , A u g / 2 8 , 1865 ; Sarah A., 3Iarch 31,
1870. Joseph H. will continue his studies until graduation, as, by an accident,
he is incapacitated from farm work. The children are all lovers of literature,
and the girls are especially interested in music. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Iddings belong to
the Christian Church, and are exemplary members. Politically, 3Ir. Iddings
is a Conservative Republican, but in national affairs votes the sentiments of his
party. His income is sufficient to supply every need ; he is a generous liver, and
friends are ahvays welcome.
31 ARVIN B. JA3IES. photographer, Troy ; was born in Troy Dec. 11, 1855,
and is a son of Benjamin and Ann E. James , his father w7as born in 3Iaryland iu
1819. and his mother in 3Iiehigan in 1835 ; both are living, and have been residents
of Troy for many years; they have three children—Alarvin B.. Franklin R. and
Lotta. Our subject was reared in Troy, and received his education in the village
schools ; at the age of 16, he entered the photograph gallery, and. with A. C. 3Iiller,
made himself a proficient in the a r t ; he afterward contracted a partnership with a
gentleman with whom he remained but a short time, when he assumed full proprietorship ; his pleasant rooms are located in Kessler's Block, in the southeast
corner of the public square ; the walls are adorned with the finest works of art,
and furnished in a neat and artistic manner. In 1878, he consummated a matrimonial alliance with Alice Looney, who has borne him one child, viz., Eugene, deceased. (See card in Directory.)
3IRS. 3IARGERY J E N K I N S , Troy. AVe present to our readers a sketch of
3Irs. 3Iargery Jenkins; she is the eldest daughter of Enoch and Rosannah Pearson, who were natives of South Carolina, and emigrated from Newberry Court
House to 3Ionroe Township. 3Iargery was born 3Iarch 7, 1818 ; duiing her girlhood, she received a liberal education, which vvas very beneficial to her ; when her
father had his first cabin erected; he had no material to make doors of, so a blanket
was substituted, and served its purpose well: 3Iargery's father was her first schoolteacher, and the log schoolhouse was only partly floored; one log removed from
the side gave light, and the benches were hewed logs, with pegs driven in holes for
legs; the fire-place nearly filled one end of the room, and would hold half a cord
of wood ; this hardly served to keep them warm on a cold day ; the scholars would
often bring their dinner in their pockets, consisting of raw potatoes, and these,
roasted in the ashes, were considered quite a luxury : "salt pork and Ive h o m i n y "
cc
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were staple articles of diet. She was married to Jesse Jenkins 3Iarch 29, 1835r
Esquire David Jenkins tying the nuptial knot; her wedding dress was of silkT
which was considered rather stylish ; she began teaching " select school" in April,
1836, in her kitchen, superintending, in the meanwhile, her cooking, which was at
that time all done by the fire-place ; Elizabeth, their first child, was born Feb. 20,
1837 ; she is now the wife of Benjamin Blackmore ; Enoch P. was born Sept. 24,
1839 ; Rosannah, June 24, 1842 ; Rebecca E , April 18, 1845 ; she is the wife of
John Herr; Ruth A. was born Feb. 25, 1848, and is now the wife of Sherman Le
Blonde; they live with 3Irs. Jenkins, and 3Irs. Le Blonde is a very fine housekeeper and an ' : ardent supporter " of the 3Iiami Co. Histoiy ; 3Iahala was born
Feb. 9, 1850, and is now deceased; 3Iargaret J , 3Iay 5, 1853 ; Silas L , Sept. 24..
1855 ; Sarah B , June 27, 1858, also deceased ; Silas L. was married to Rebecca
Fogle. David Jenkins, the father and husband, died Oct. 9, 1870. 3Irs. Jenkins
is well provided for, and is a consistent member of the Christian Church.
WILLIA3I C. JOHNSTON, Judge ofthe Probate Court, Troy ; son of Stephen
and Uretta Johnston, was born July 24, 1842, at Troy, in the old Sheriff's residence, his father being Sheriff of the county at that time, subsequently removed to
Piqua. At the breaking-out of the war of the rebellion, he enlisted as a private
soldier in the l l t h 0. Y. I , ancl afterward was assigned to the staff of Gen. 0. AV.
3Iitchell, with the rank of Lieutenant; but a lingering fever, contracted while in
service in Western Virginia, prevented him from entering upon the duties of that
office ; he again served in the 147th 0. N. G, until near the close of the war ; for a
time previous to November, 1865, was Deputy Collector United States Internal
Revenue; in December, 1867, was admitted by the Supreme Court of Ohio to the
practice of law ; for about a year, was Chief Clerk in the Assessor's Office United
States Internal Revenue, Fourth District, Ohio. In the spring of 1869, was elected
City SoUcitor or Attorney for the city of Piqua, which position lie held, with the
exception of a portion of one term, until February, 1879, when lie became Judge
of the Probate Court, which position he now holds.
31. C. KAUFF3IAN, of the firm of Kauffman & Ellis, merchant tailors, and
dealers in ready-made clothing, Troy, was born in Lebanon Co, Penn.; his father,
Jacob Kauffman, was born in the same State Feb. 21, 1804 ; died Jan. 31, 1840 ;
his grandfather, Abraham, was bom in 1771 ; died in 1826 ; his great-grandfather,
Abraham, was born in 1741 ; died in 1802 ; his great-great-grandfather, Frederick,
was born in Switzerland, in 1709 ; came to the United States in 1734 ; at the age
of 25 years, was a Bishop of the
Church ; he settled in Anville Townshipr
Lebanon Oo, and died in 1789, aged 80 years; Sarah, mother of 31. C. and wife
of Jacob Kauffman, was born Jan. 9, 1810 ; died Sept. 6, 1863, aged 53 years and
7 months. Our subject began learning the tailoring trade when only 12 years of
age, in Lebanon, which was finished in the city of Philadelphia ; his education was
mostly received in the latter place, by attending night schools. After completing
his trade, he was employed as cutter in an establishment in the above city for some
time, then came AVest, locating in Greenville. Ohio, where he did a general merchant tailoring and ready-made clothing business ; then afterward came to this
place, and was employed as cutter. In 1868, he went to Omaha, where he was
engaged as cutter and general overseer of all work for six months ; returned to
Troy ; established himself in business, giving employment to a number of skilled
workmen. He is a professional cutter, in the strongest sense which the term
impUes, and is testified too by all who have been so fortunate as to have their
dimensions encircled by his tape. This firm, from their fair-dealing, and popular
business habits, command what they deserve, the leading trade in Troy,
GEORGE KEIFER, physician and surgeon, Troy ; is a son of Alargaret and
George Keifer, and was bom in Washington Co, 3Id, July 4, 1806 ; his father
was born in Pennsylvania, and his mother in Maryland, in which State they were
married ; they removed to Bethel Township, in Clark Co, Ohio, in 1812, the overland trip to Springfield occupying thirty-one days ; his father died Aug. 31, 1845,
she in 1822 ; they were parents of five children, two living—3Irs. Catherine Hum-
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phrys and our subject ; 3Ir. K , S r , was a farmer by occupation, and had much
knowledge of the science of medicine, and, withal, was a very useful man. At the
age of 12 years, our subject entered the Findlay Seminary, a 3Iethodist institution,
in which he obtained a preparatory education, which was afterward fully developed
in the same institution ; in 1826, he began the study of medicine in Troy, under
the guidance of the late Dr. Asa Coleman, who was his preceptor for three years ;
he then entered the Ohio 3Iedical College, which conferred on him their diploma of
medicine and surgery. Returning to Troy, he entered on the duties of his profession, and for three years practiced with his former preceptor ; since then, with
the exception of a short time, he has practiced independent of assisting physicians.
He has been twice married ; first to Eliza Cushman, of Providence, R. I.. Oct. 27,
1833, who bore him seven children, four living—3Iary E , Asa C, Sarah J . and
Henrietta ; the deceased are Charles L , George D. and Eliza. 3Irs. K. died Dec.
12, 1845, aged 36 years. His second marriage was celebrated 3Iay 8, 1849, with
Elizabeth Hazard, of New7 London, Conn.; she died 3Iay 5, 1880,' aged 76 years.
AVith one exception, the Doctor is the oldest practitioner in the county, and has
built up a large practice. July 9, 1862, he w-as commissioned Surgeon of the 50th
0. V. I , and had charge of General Hospital No. 19. in Louisville, Ky. ; he was
honorably discharged Dec. 26.1863 ; during Gov. Allen's administration, he became
one of the managers of the Soldiers and Sailors' Orphan Home for three years,
and was afterward appointed by the trustees as Superintendent of the same institution, receiving many compliments for his able management. In 1838, he was
commissioned Brigadier General, by Gov. A7ance, which position he held ten years.
In extracts from the press duiing his term, we learn that the Doctor was a verygallant officer. At home he has always been a representative man, discharging the
duties of Justice of the Peace for twenty-one years, 3Iayor three years. President
and member of the Board of Education three years, which speaks much for the
Doctor's official capacity. He has been a member of the 3Iasonic Order since 1830,
and has held positions of honor and t r u s t ; is also a member of the I. O. 0 . F.
Order, in which he served as District Deputy Grand 3Iaster three years.
E L I KELLY, dealer in books, music, etc., Troy. Seth Kelly, the father of our
subject, emigrated from 3Iassachusetts, about 1820, to AA'est AIilton, and was identified with his brother Samuel, for a number of vears. in the building of saw-mills,
factories, oil-mills, etc.; he was the manufacturer of the celebrated •• Kelly's
Scythe " that earned a justly deserved reputation long before reaping machines
were thought of. His wife's maiden name was 3Iary A. Coppock. a native of Ohio;
she was born near Ludlow Falls ; her death occurred in August, 1852. and her husband's in November, 1852. Eli, our subject, was born Nov. 4. 1839, near West
3Iilton, and was 14 years of age when his parents died ; he saw but little of the
sunny side of life during his boyhood, having to work at any kind of a job that
offered itself; on the farm in the summer, he attended the common schools in
the winter, and obtained such an education as they then afforded : at the beginning of the war he was 21 years of age. and enlisted as a private in Co. A, 44th
0 . V. I. ; served as such until the re-enlistment of regular veterans in 1864; when
the 44th Regiment was re-organized with the Sth 0 . Y. C, he received a commission as 2d Lieutenant, and was afterward appointed Adjutant of the regiment, and
served until his resignation. June, 1865. which was accepted by the Governor of
the State, for reason of wounds received in battle Jan. 11. 1865. Upon his retum,
he commenced the book ancl stationery business in Troy, which has been continued
to the present time, and has been largely increased, until his establishment is now
the best one of the kind in the county : lately has been added the music and sewing machine branch of the business. His marriage to 3Iiss Hattie L. Bates occurred 3Iay 4, 1867 ; she was a graduate of Adrian College, 3Iich„ Class of 1866 ;
they have had three children—Edward Bates was bom Feb. 21, 1869 ; Harry, Feb.
21, 1870, and Robert, July 1,1875 ; Harry died in his 4th year, Jan. 15, 1874, and
his body was interred in a lovely spot in Rosehill Cemetery. 3Ir. KeUy is one of
our most accommodating business men, and has hosts of friends.
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.IOHN K E L L Y , Troy, of the firm of Beedle & Kelly, manufacturers of the
Champion corn-planter, plow, automatic gates, 3Ionitor wind engines, etc. ; he was
born in Union Township, 3Iiami Co.. Ohio, Oct. 8, 1823, and is a son of Samuel
Kelly, a man of great public spirit and enterprise, who was born in 3Iassachusetts,
and came to Miami Co, at the beginning of the present century, and located in
Union Township ; he was a machinist by trade, and at an early day purchased
several water privileges on the Stillwater, and erected the first and only cotton
factory in the county ; he also erected other factories and mills ; he was liberal and
did much to develop the Stillwater region ; in 1866, he emigrated to Iowa, where
he died in 1874 ; our subject was raised and educated in the different manufacturing
business in which his father was engaged, until 1844, at which date he went to
Providence, and served as an apprentice, until he had completed the trade of machinist, when he went to West 3Iilton and built the machinery for his father's factory ; he remained at West 3Iilton and followed his occupation as machinist until
1868, during which time he built the machinery for several factories and mills ;
then he came to Troy, continuing at his trade in its different branches until 1873,
when he became associated with his present partner in the above business, since
which time their business has been on an increase and is now quite extensive
having in their employ from forty-five to seventy-five hands ; the implements of
their manufacture find a market in all the AArestern States ; Air. Kelly manufactures
the two-horse corn-planter, and in the past six years lias taken six patents, all improvements on this machine; the whole manufacturing department is under the supervision of our subject. He was united in raarriage with Elizabeth J. Aliller in 1849,
who was a daughter of Zachariah Miller, of AATest 3Iilton, born in A'irginia, of which
union sprung four children, viz, Carrie, 3Iary, J. 31. and George C.; the two sons
being foremen of the machine-shops ancl foundry of the firm.
SOLOMON KERNS, retired farmer ; P. 0 . Troy. Among the early settlers of
this township we are pleased to notice Mr. Solomon Kerns, who has lived the
longest, perhaps, of any man in the county in one township ; he was born within
one mile of his present home, sixty-seven years ago, and his entire life, with but
short intermissions, has been spent in this county ; he is a son of Henry Kerns,
who was born in North Carolina, in 1784, and emigrated from Rowan Co, N. C ,
and settled in Concord Township, in 1809; a few years later, he purchased the place now occupied by our subject, upon which he resided until his decease, which occurred in 3Iay, 1861, at the advanced age of 77 years. He married
Mary Summey, also a native of the above State, who died in Concord Township,
about the year 1875, at the remarkable old age of 93 years; they were the parents
of sixteen children, of whom seven now survive ; Solomon Kerns was born 3Iay 13,
1813, upon the farm where he has always lived : he has witnessed the transformation of the vast wilderness into well-cultivated farms, fine residences, take the place
ofthe rude log cabins, ancl the wild savage become entirely extinct. The marriage
nuptials of Solomon Kerns with Diana Frazier were celebrated in Concord Township in 1839 ; she was born 31arch 22, 1822, and died 3Iarch 5, 1879; they were
the parents of three children, of whom Philadelphia and Harriet Frances now survive ; 3Ir. Kerns has devoted his whole life to agricultural pursuits, and was also
extensively engaged in stock-dealing ; he owns 203 acres in his home farm, with
good buildings, under a fine state of cultivation, and some timber land in other
parts of the county, all of which he has accumulated by his own hard labor, energy
and correct business habits; he is now retired frora active labor, having his farm
rented out to good tenants. He is a Republican in politics, and, while he has no
aspirations for political honors, he has held the office of Township Trustee for a
period of twentv7 years in succession.
D A V I D K E R N S , farmer; P. 0 . Troy. 3Ir. Kerns was born 3Iay 31, 1823,
and has always followed the occupation of farming ; when he was 6 years of age,
his parents immigrated to Indiana, near Muncie ; two years afterward his father
died very suddenly, and the widow and her children removed to Darke Co, Ohio,
settling near GreenviUe; after living with his mother nine years, David came to
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this township and worked two and a half years for Solomon Kerns. During this
time he became engaged to and afterward married 3Iiss Amanda Kems, Aug.
29, 1845, the Rev7. John Stephenson officiating ; they went to Indiana, where 3Irs.
Kerns contracted the ague ; they left Indiana on that account and came back to
Concord Township, where 31r. Kerns purchased a part of the land upon which they
now reside ; they moved into an old log cabin, 16x18, comprising parlor, dining
and sleeping rooms in one room : he built a cabin the next year that was the envy
of the neighbors, it being plastered overhead and hayjng a fine porch attached.
Six children are now living, one deceased, three married ; one son and the daughter
Olive still live with their parents : their names are Salista J , now the wife of John
Strong; Luther J. is the husband of 3Iiss 3Iary A. Brown; Alonzo R. married
3Iiss Sarah J. Blackmore : AAinfield S, AA'illiam H. ancl Olive E. are still single.
3Ir. and 3Irs. Kerns are in comfortable circumstances, and enjoy life, in their quiet
way, in a high degree : their farm is in a fine state of cultivation, superintended
by 3Ir. Kerns, ancl paying him a nice profit; the buildings ancl orchard are neatlykept, contentment reigning around the fireside.
WILLIA3I KERR, ^farmer; P. 0 . Troy. AVilliam Kerr was born in this
county ; his parents were Harvey and Sabra. who were also born in the county,
and may be classed among the old settlers ; AA'illiam was bom Dec. 11, 1834. and,
from choice, he has followed farming; work was too plenty in his younger days
for boys to get a very extensive knowledge of books, but William managed to
obtain enough education to aid him materially in his business ; at 18, he commenced working for himself, at the rate of SIO per month, and continued working
on the same wages for six years. Alarch 10. 1861, he was united in maniage to
Aliss 3Iahala. eldest daughter of AVilliam Swailes ; she was bora in October, 1830,
on the farm where they now reside, ancl never has nor ever wishes to know any
other home ; two daughters thus far have gladdened their home—Naomi and Effie,
whose education is fast approaching completion ; Naomi was born Feb. 1. 1865,
and Effie 3Iay 7. 1868. 31r. Kerr is owner of SO acres of splendid land, with substantial improvements : an air of neatness is everywhere apparent, his farm paying
him a large revenue : much of the change that has taken place in this county has
been closely observed by him. and his arm has done much toward its improvement ; he is Democratic in politics, and never misses an opportunity of voting; is
fond of company and very agreeable.
AVAL R. KERR, farmer T P. 0 . Troy. AVm. R. Kerr is a direct descendant of
one of our early pioneers ;. he is a son of AA'illiam ancl Rachel Kerr, both of whom
were born in Alonroe Township. They were the . parents of eight children, six of
whom survive—George G.. Sarah P.. Susannah, 3Iargaret E , Edward E.. and
AA'illiam R., to whom this sketch is dedicated. He was born on the home farm
Alarch 30, 1852. and his occupation, from choice, has been that o f a fanner. Since
the deatii of his father, he has been the manager of the whole estate of 332 acres,
and the general aspect of things betokens his ability. He was united in marriage
to Aliss Delilah Pence. Dec. 22^ 1873. by the Rev. AVm. Jay. Thus far, two bright
little children have blest tlieir union—Jiirey C. and 31ary E. 3Ir. Kerr is now
engaged in rearing blooded stock, and will, no doubt, make it a success. He is
himself a worker, and under his auspices the farming is done in a systematic manner. Both himself and wife are members of the Christian Church, ancl we are
also pleased to note him a thoroughbred Democrat. He possesses the characteristics of the Kerr familv in a high degree, and will, no doubt, attain a prominent
position among our best farmers.
S. H. KERR, farmer ; P. O. Troy. S. H. Kerr justly takes a place in the
history among the legal representatives of the pioneers. His grandfather, Hamilton Kerr, came to the county in 1804, and afterward married 31iss Rhoda
Furnace. Their four sons are all represented in this history, except John, and the
Kerr family- has a record equal to that of any in the county. George Kerr is the
father of the subject of this sketch, and is one of the wealthiest men in 3Ionroe
Township. Samuel H. Kerr was married to Aliss 3Iinnie E. Stewart, of Clark Co..
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April 2, 1874, at the residence of the bride's parents. The first year after his
marriage was spent at the home of his wife's parents, and the next spring they
took possession of the fine farm upon which he now resides, everything betokening
his practical knowledge of agriculture. Thus far they are the parents of two
children, both beautiful girls—Blanche and Daisy. Blanche was born in 1874,
and Daisy in 1878. 3Ir, Kerr was born a Democrat, and adheres strictly to its
Jacksonian principles. H e is one of our most courteous and affable young men,
and is especially well posted upon topics of the day. 3Ir. Kerr's education is
first-class, his leisure being spent in storing his mind with useful knowledge.
CHARLES KESSLER, dealer in wines and liquors. Troy ; born in AVurtemberg,
Germany, in 1847 ; received his education in his native country : at 13 years of
age, he commenced the occupation of rope-making, continuing the same until
1867, at which date he emigrated to America, and for ten years followed the occupation of harness-making; in 1877, he engaged in his present business, in which
he has been quite successful. 3Iarried in 1875 to3Iargaret Pfister ; one child was
born to them, Augusta, now deceased.
CHRISTIAN L E I D I G H . carriage blacksmith. Troy. Christian Leidigh was
born in Cumberland Co.. P e n n , Alay 13, 1845 ; he is a son of 3Iichael and Louisa
(Schwartz) Leidigh, both natives of Penn.: his parents moved to this State in the
year 1853, and settled in Clark Co, where they lived till the deatii of his mother,
i n t h e autumn of 1863 ; his father is still living in 3Iedway, Ciark Co. The boyhood of our subject was spent on the farm, and his education was received in the
common schools. I n the fall of 1862, when the flag which we all love was in danger, and rebellion was rife in the Southern States, he, although only a boy of 17.
bade fareweU to home and friends, and enlisted in the S3d 0 V. I., under Col. F. W.
Moore, of Cincinnati, and started for the seat of war ; he served his country for
three years, most o f t h e time in the 3d Division, 13th Army Corps, Department of
the Gulf; he was in the fight of Chickasaw Bavou. Arkansas Post and ATicksburg,
also the Red River campaign, the Battle of Champion Hills ; assisted in the taking of Jackson twice ; he was in numerous other battles in the Gulf States,
some of which, though of little note in history, were as hard-earned as any of the
more prominent ones ; he served faithfully till the 24th of August, 1865, when he
was mustered out at Galveston, Texas, and was finally discharged at Camp Dennison. After coming home, he learned the trade of blacksmith, worked as journeyman in several counties, and finally located at Troy, where he now carries on business, working chiefly on buggies, carriages and spring-wagons. He married Miss
Candace Heckerman on the 17tli of November. 1870. One child. Cora, has been
b o m to thera, Oct. 29, 1871. 3Ir. Leidigh is a genial, jovial gentleman, and has
many friends, both in the fraternity of I. 0 . 0 . F.. of which he is a member, and in
the community at large. His wife is an exemplary lady, and a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
W I L L I A M L I E D E L , barber, Troy. AA'illiam Lieclei is the most popular
barber in Troy ; he was born and reared in Cincinnati, his father, Peter Liedel.
being the first white barber iu t h a t city ; he was married to 3Iiss Julia Leitz, in
Baden-Baden, Germany ; they emigrated to Cincinnati in 1831 ; their children were
seven in number—Peter, AA'illiam, Frank, Julia, Louisa, Amelia and J o h n ; of the
whole family, there are none living except the subject of this sketch ; he has for
more than a quarter of a century been engaged in the tonsorial business, and is,
without doubt, the finest barber in the county ; his parlors are on Alarket street,
near the public square, Troy, Ohio : he employs four skilled workmen, and does
the business of the city. His maniage to 3Iiss Charlotta AVasserman was celebrated in 1867 ; her parents, J o h n and 3Iary Wasserman, were among the old settlers of Troy ; Mr. AV. left a large estate at the time of his death. AVilliam Liedel
and wife have no children, but have lately adopted a son, who is named after his
foster father. 3Ir. Liedel was one of the first to respond to his country's call for
troops during the late civil war ; he enlisted in Co. C, 6th O. Y. I , and at the
expiration of his term of service, re-enlisted in the same company and regiment;
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participated in the battles of Stone River, Shiloh, Perryville and Rich 3Iountain ;
was also with Sherman on his march to the sea ; he was twice wounded at Stone
River and Shiloh ; he was honorably discharged at the close of the war, and is
entitled to a place among the heroes of our country.
3IARTIN H. LONG, grocer, Troy. The subject of this sketch was born in
Troy Nov. 8, 1853; is a son of Adam and 3Iary (Dick) Long, who came to this
count}' at an early day, and located in Troy; lie was engaged in the butchering
business until the time of his death, in 1863. 3Iartin spent his boyhood here, and
was educated in the Troy schools ; he entered the grocery business soon after
having attained his majority, where he has continued the business, keeping a full
line of groceries and everything pertaining to a general grocery trade. 3Iarch 4,
1875, he was joined in wedlock to 3Iary Streuble, by whom he has one child, Cora,
born 3Iay IS, 1876. He and his wife are both members of the German Lutheran
Ohurch, with which they have been connected for several years.
J O H N A. LONG, butcher, Troy ; is a native of 3Iiami Co, and was born in
Troy 3Iay 31, 1842, his father being Adam Long, a native of Germany, who came
to 3Iiami Co. about the year 1824. where he followed butchering until his death in
1861 : his widow still survives, residing in Troy. Our subject was educated in
the schools of Troy, and has devoted his whole life to his present business, learning the trade of his father when quite young, and has successfully followed the
same for a period of nineteen years, his present place of business being on the
corner of 3Iain and Chestnut streets. His marriage with Lucinda Layton was
celebrated in 3Iarch, 1864 : thev have two sons. AATalter and Eugene.
DAA'ID A. AIcCLUNG, retired farmer; P. 0 . Troy. David A. 3IcClung is a
thoroughbred son of 3Iiami Co, having been bora upon the spot upon which he
now resides, Aug. 15, 1826, and with the exception of three years, has never left
the loved spot; he was the youngest son of David and Nancy 3IcClung. who were
m a n i e d in Kentucky April 12, 1808 ; their wedding tour was a horseback ride
from Lexington to Troy ; it was during the spring freshets, and the creeks and rivers
were swollen with the heavy rains ; upon their arrival opposite the site of Troy,
they found the river running high, and, as there was no bridge, they were obliged
to swim their horses across at a point now called :- Coe's Ford;'" Indians were then
very plentiful, and not very friendly. During the month of July, 1812, a 3Ir.
Gerard, 3Ir. Dilbone ancl wife were murdered. Previous to this time, there had been
hostilities brewing, and nearly all the able-bodied men were on the frontier under
arms : it so happened that 3Ir. 3IcClung was then away ; his wife with three small
children and a neighbor girl, Nancy Telford, were left alone. Aaron Tullis brought
word in the evening that the Indians were killing and scalping everybody, and
that they must get to the block-house in Troy as soon, and in the best way they
could. while he went to warn other settlers ; they started at once. 3Irs. 3IcClung,
with a 3-weeks old babe in her arms, leading another child 2 years old by the
hand, with Nancy and Cloyd. 7 years old, carrying the trusty rifle, they proceeded
on their way; fearing to take the bridle path that led direct to Troy, they made a
detour to the right through the woods, and after wandering about for some time
with out reaching their destination, sat down upon a log to await the moon's
rising ; as they were expected at the block-house, but came not, three men were
sent out to hunt them ; 3Irs. 3IcClung could hear them halloo, but, fearing they
were Indians, gave no answer; finally her name was called, when she replied, help
came, and they arrived at the block-house at almost day break.
We can hardly
conceive that the beautiful plain between Ridge avenue and Troy, ever could have
been such a mass of tangled brush that persons would get lost in coming such a
short distance: there were in the block-house about eighty persons that had fled
there for protection ; the next day, 3Irs. 3IcClung and her babies went to J u d g e
Barbee's house and stayed a few days, or until the supposed danger was past;
three children are now living ofthe McClung family; the father dying in 1841, and
the mother in 1862 ; she was SO years old, and her husband 65. By the death of
his father, David, the subject of this sketch, became heir of a portion of the home
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farm, and by sucessive purchases has added to it until he is now the owner of
more than 300 acres of land; through his enterprise, aided by that of his two
brothers, the Troy Hydraulic was established; this enterprise will at no distant
day be of vast importance to the business interests of the city ; the brothers were
also the moving spirits in the 3Iiami Co. Agricultural Board, and the first meeting
was held on their grounds ; rain falling, the exhibition was continued in their barn.
David A. 3IcClung was united in m a m a g e to 3Iiss Elizabeth T. Harker J a n . 4,
1853, Rev. David Rice officiating; they have four children living—3Iary C, the
eldest daughter, is now wife of Henry Davis, of Kokomo, Ind.; the other three,
J o h n C. and his two sisters, Emma and Louisa, live with their parents ; J o h n C ,
has finished his studies, and the two daughters are advancing rapidly ; Emma now
having been two years in the high school; the whole family are great readers, and
have access to a fine library ; the cliildren are rapidly becoming accomplished
musicians, being good vocalists as well. 3Ir. 3IcClung votes a straight Republican
ticket, and has the satisfaction of living in a splendid house, surrounded by every
comfort.
J O H N 31. 3IcCA3IPBELL, proprietor of boarding-house, Troy ; born in
Staunton Township Nov. 21, 1809 ; is the son of AVilliam 31. McCampbell, who
was born in Rockbridge Co, AV. V a , in 1772 ; his mother, Elizabeth Orbison, was
b o m in the same State, and was several years her husband's junior ; they were
married about 1806, and immediately afterward settled in the county in which
they lived till their death, he dying Feb. 27, 1847, and she in 1821 ; they were the
parents of eight children, three living ; his father's second marriage was celebrated
with Judith Luce, nee Gerard, who bore him four children, one living ; she died in
1868. AVhen 17 years of age, our subject came to Troy, and, with James Hanna,
leamed the tanner and currier's trade, then took a trip through the Western States ;
in 1834, he purchased his first employer's business, which he carried on till 1868,
when he sold out and purchased where he now resides. Alay 29, 1836, he vvas married to Lucinda Fuller, who bore him two children—3Iary H. and Edwrard N.. the
latter deceased, aged 25 years; the former was married to Charles C. Newall (deceased), by whom she had one child, viz, Edward N.; 3Irs. 3IcCampbeU's parents,
Obadiah and Lucy Fuller, were natives of A7irginia, ancl afterward residents of
New Carlisle, Clark Co, Ohio, where both died of cholera Sept. 5, 1834, and almost
in the same hour, the father aged 54 years, the mother 45 ; they were parents of
seven children, six of whom were living at their parents' death, feeling the double
affliction with great severity. 3Irs. 31cCampbell was born in Clark Co. in 1820 ;
they are members of the Presbyterian Church, with wliich he has been con neef ed
since 1827 ; she was formerly of the Baptist Church, but joined the Presbyterians
in 1865 ; both take an interest in their church and a pleasure in rearing high their
Christian standard ; their deceased son was an exemplary young man, and a member of the Presbyterian Church ; he left a young wife to mourn his untimely
death.
J O H N GEORGE 31 AYER, dealer in wines, liquors and beer, also bottled beer,
and makes a specialty of charging soda fountains, Troy ; wras born in Bavaria,
Germany, 3Iarch 21, 1837. <where lie received instruction in the German schools
until 15 years of age ; then came to America, arriving in New York City July 2,
1852 ; thence he came West to Hamilton Co, Ohio, and worked on a farm until 1854;
afterward he located in Cincinnati, and followed the occupation of a barber for a
number of years ; came to Troy in 1861, and followed his trade until 1867. when
he engaged in the confectionery business; ancl in 1869, changed to a - grocer ;"
was connected for several years with Joseph Kenney in the Troy Brewery ; in 1878,
commenced his present business, now bottling from four to seven barrels of beer
per week; he also makes a specialty of charging soda fountains, being the only
one in Troy doing that business. I s a Republican in polities, and connected with
the Fire Department, of which he is a very prominent member, being now Assistant Chief of the Fire Department of Troy, in which capacity he has served for
some years, always taking an active part in its management. 3Iarried Anna Eitel
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J u l y 26, 1859, who was b o m in Germany and came to America in 1852 ; are the
parents of seven children, five of whom are living.
ISAAC S. 3IEEKS, 31. D.. physician and surgeon, Troy ; David 3Ieeks, the
father of our subject, was born in Washington Co.. P e n n , April 23, 1776, and was
there married, in the fall of 1797, to Diana Evans, who was born in the same county,
Jan. 18. 1779. Thev had nine children, to wit: 3Iary. born Feb. 4, 1799 ; Jesse,
' born Nov. 18, 1800 : John, born Julv 22,1804 ; David, born Oct. 30, 1807 ; Nancy,
born Oct. 27. 1809 : Sarah, born Oct. 31. 1811 ; Eli. born Jan. 14, 1814; Isaac S.
b o m Oct. 25, 1816, ancl Stephen, born Nov. 25, 1818. In the spring of 1804, they
removed from Pennsylvania to Fairfield Co.. Ohio, where they remained about two
years and then moved to Franklin Co, Ohio, near the city of Columbus, where they
resided some eight years ; in the fall of 1814. they removed to 3Iiami Co, Ohio,
where they spent the remainder of their days ; their married life extending over a
period of about sixty-six years, fifty of which they spent in old Miami. David
3Ieeks died Oct. 2, 1863. aged 87 years 5 months and 9 days; and five months
later, on the 10th day of 3Iarch. 1864. his aged wife followed him, at the age of 85
years 1 month and 21 days. They left, living, six children, twenty-two grand-children, and thirteen great-grandchildren. Father 3Ieeks was of English parentage,
and 3Iother 3Ieeks of AA'elsh. They were devoted members of the Regular Baptist
Church. Father Alecks served as a soldier in the war of 1812, and in politics was
always a strict Democrat. Isaac S. 3Ieeks, the subject of our sketch, was born as
above stated, on* the old homestead in Bethel Township. 3Iiami Co, Ohio, and was
brought up as a farmer's boy. On the 24th of 31 arch. 1833, he became a member
of the Staunton Baptist Church. Elder Willis Hance. Pastor, which church has
since become extinct, after which he joined the Casstown Baptist Church. Having
obtained a common-school education, he resolved to advance still higher, accordingly, on the 31st of 3Iarch, 1834. he entered school at Piqua, Ohio, where he continued about a year, working mornings, evenings and Saturdays to pay his board,
in the family of the Elder Charles Hilliard. He then took board in Piqua, but, in
Februaiy. 1835. left Piqua ancl returned to the home farm, where he, with the
kindly aid of his father, soon earned enough money to pay his delinquent board
bill. Oct. 19. 1835. he began teaching school, which occupation, together with
study and travel, occupied his time until Sept. 20, 1837. at which time he entered
Granville College, where he pursued a select course for about a year; on the 24th
of April. 1839, he began studying medicine with Dr. R. Sabin. of Troy, and continued his studies, with slight interruptions, until Oct. 27, 1841. when he entered
upon a course of lectures at the Ohio 3Iedical College, of Cincinnati; during the
vacation he traveled some in Indiana, seeking a favorable location, but. not finding
wiiat he desired, he resumed teaching until in the fall of 1844. when he returned t o
3Iiami Co.; here, on the 6th of December of that year, he entered upon the practice of his profession in Bethel Township, where he continued until 3lay 26, 1847.
at which time he removed to Casstown. and practiced until the fall of 1849 ; he
then returned to Cincinnati, and completed his course at the Ohio 3Iedical College,
obtaining the decree of Doctor of 3Iedicine, 3Iarch 4. 1850 ; returning to Casstown.
he entered extensively into practice. H e w a s m a r r i e c l D e c . i l , 1851. to Alice,
daughter of AA'illiam C. Knight, but she subsequently died without issue. He was
again married Sept. 11, 1853. to his present wife. Ensebia. daughter of Rev. John
Blodgett. In November of 1859. he removed to Troy, Ohio, ancl has remained
there ever since, actively engaged in the duties of his profession.
3IRS. ROSENA 31ILLER. Troy. 3Irs. Rosena Miller is now in her 72d year,
and retains her memory in a remarkable degree; her grandparents" names were
John and Rhoda Carmichael. and her father wras Alexander 3IcCollom. Her marriage with 3Ir. Cornelius Miller was solemnized in 1826, and the next year they
came to 3Iiami Co. 3Ir. 3Iiller was born in AVarren Co., September, 1804, and from
his 4th birthday has been a resident of Aliami. Both himself and wife, residents of this township forty-five years, have, by their good deeds, greatly endeared
themselves to those living in their neighborhood. The privations of the pioneer's
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early life were a familiar picture to them ; but they looked upon the bright side of
things, and, in the end, came off victorious. During their married life, eleven
children were born—Isaac, July 12, 1827 : Mary, Dec. 14,1829 ; Abigail. Nov. 26
1831; Hetty, Nov. 21, 1 8 3 3 ; J o h n N , Jan. 11. 1837; Sarah, J u n e 25, 1839
Jasper, Oct. 8, 1841 ; James 3 1 , Nov. 25, 1843 ; AVinfield S, Jan. 14, 1846
Amanda, J u n e 20, 1848, and 3Iartha AV, April 28, 1853. Of these, only three are
now living—Hetty, Sarah and Amanda; Sarah is the wife of Joshua Harrett, and
lives in Nebraska ; Amanda was married to AVilliam B. Hammond, who superintends the farm and lives near the old home ; Hetty lives with her mother—the
comfort of her declining years—having ever been a kind and affectionate daughter.
Her father, Cornelius Aliller, died in 1879, and left behind many friends, who will
ever deplore his loss. He joined the Baptist Church, in his 73d year, and, except
when confined to his room by sickness, was never absent from his place. 3Irs.
Miller is a member ofthe Christian Church, and is a devout Christian. She is left
well provided for, having a nice farm near Troy, and two of her children near her ;
Martha W. was, for several years, a teacher in the public schools, and as an
instructress gave great satisfaction. Her demise occurred Oct. 15,1879 ; she was
a true Christian, and always led a pure and upright life.
H. H. MILLER, farmer; P. 0. Troy ; was born in 3Iiami Co, his parents
being John V. and Rebecca 3Iiller ; John V. emigrated to 3Iiami Co. from Virginia
in 1833, and was wedded to 3Iiss Rebecca Kessler in 1834 ; they were the parents
of eight children, of whom six are living. Henry H. married Aliss Hester R.
Enyeart March 17. 1867; their three children were born in the following order :
Edwin 31, Oct. 6, 1869 ; Josie, Nov. 24, 1872; and Bertha, Alay 19, 1877. 3Ir.
3Iiller and his brother Isaiah own the steam saw-mill that is located midway
between their respective residences ; this is an industry that has been of great service to the people living in their neighborhood. H. H. Miller purchased his farm
prior to his mamage, and last year erected a splendid residence. The farm comprises 279 acres, nearly all of which is under cultivation. Although from choice a
farmer, being highly educated in both Latin and Greek, his intention was to follow
the profession of teaching ; he did for a time teach in Iowa, and was an efficient
member of the Educational Board. Both himself and wife are members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He may be classed among the conservative Democracy of the county. His library is composed of miscellaneous works, being continually supplied with books of merit; his education was obtained at Delaware
College, during the sessions of 1861-62-63 and '64. This is the finest educational
college west of the mountains. His specialty in stock-raising is breeding fine
sheep, of which his flock equals any in the county ; his farm is an elegant one, and
the view obtained from the residence is equal to any afforded in this neighborhood.
F R E D MILLER, manufacturer of harness and saddles, Troy ; was born in
Bavaria, Germany, in 1827 : his trade was learned in his native country, and in
1850, emigrated to America, landing in New Orleans, this voyage occupying 100
days. In St. Louis, he worked one year at his trade, then went to California with
the intent of digging gold, but six months' experience taught him the value of
his trade, which he applied himself to for two years ; returning to New York, he
wandered nearly over the States. In 1859, he located in Troy, and since has
given his attention to supplying the increasing demands of his many customers.
He usually- gives employment to half a dozen first-class workmen, and it is safe to
say he commands fully 75 per cent of the trade at this point. In 1858, he
was married to 3Iaggie Honeyfeugle, who bore him two chUdren—Lusetta and
Maggie. 3Irs. 3Iiller died in 1862, aged 25 years. His second marriage was celebrated with Rosalia Schnell, by- whom he has had five children, four living—Charley, Willie, Clara and Walter. He and his wife are life-long members of the
Lutheran Church. He has accumulated a nice property, consisting of two large
salesrooms and two dweUing houses, all well situated.
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WILLIAM 31ILLER, grocer and dealer in refined liquors. Troy ; born in Virginia in the year 1814 ; was the son of J o h n 3Iiller. who was born in Virginia Feb.
19, 1770. Jane, mother of AAilliam, was born in Pennsylvania Nov-. 26, 1784.
Their marriage was consummated in Pennsylvania, ancl in 1832 they removed to
this county and located in AVest AIilton. where they resided one year, then went to
Montgomery Co, Ohio, and in the spring of 1834 settled on land in Monroe Township, this county, on which they lived till their death. His father died 3Iay 3,
1857, aged 87 years 2 months and 14 days ; Jane, his wife, died Aug. 3, 1852,
aged 67 years 8 months and 7 days. They were the parents of twelve children,
five living—AVilliam. Levi, Sarah, now 3Irs. Bear : Jane, now 3Irs. Brock, and
Isaiah : the deceased are Zachariah, aged 79 years 1 mouth and 14 d a y s ; Jacob
R , Samuel. 3Iary Simonds, nee Miller; James, Elizabetii Butler, nee 3Iiller, and
John Y. Our subject was reared on the farm in A'irginia, and after his arrival in
Ohio engaged in different pursuits, but gave his attention chiefly to farming, which
he followed till his removal to Troy, 3Iay 22, 1853 : there he engaged in the grocery business in the same house he now occupies, carries a good stock of the
choice brands of family groceries and the purest liquors in the market. Dec. 1,
1857. he was married to 3Iarv E. 3IcKnight. nee Louthan. bv whom he had four
children, two living, viz, Samuel J . and Lina E. ; the deceased are Laura L , aged
4 months, and Tully H.. aged 14 months and 24 days. 3Irs. 3Iiller died Oct* 15,
1873, was born Oct. 6, 1821. John 3IcKnight, her first husband, was born Nov.
10, 1812, died Dec. 31. 1854 ; to them five children were born, three living—John
K , AA'illiam Q , Joseph R.; the deceased are Henry C. and Elias H. 3Iary, sister
of our subject and wife of B. F. Simonds, died Sept. 3. 1854, aged 41 years 4
months and 18 days : Elizabeth, wife of S. 31. Butler, died Dec. 3, 1855. aged 34
years 11 months and 19 days.
AV. H. NORTHCUTT/County Commissioner, Troy : was born in Lost Creek
Township in 1828 ; his parents. George and Judith (llance) Northcutt, ranking
among the first settlers of the county. George Northcutt was born in 1805, and
his wife in 1804—she in Kentucky, and he in AA'arren Co., Ohio. He is now living
in Iowa, and is a hale and hearty man. AA'hile AV. H. Northcutt was still a lad,
he evinced a great love for the carpenter's trade, which he afterward leamed,
devoting a number of years to contracting and building. Alany monuments of
his skill are to be seen iu this as well as other townships in the county. He now
resides on his farm, near Troy, attending to his official duties as County Commissioner, which position he has held five years. His official life has extended
over a period of nineteen years. AA'e have no wish to flatter Mr. Northcutt,
knowing his aversion to being spoken of, even in complimentary terms, but
the reputation of a man cannot fail to be genuine who so fully enjoys the
confidence of those who have known him from boyhood. During the month of
January, 1851, his marriage with 3Iiss Lydia A. Earnhart was celebrated, and
their married life was a happy one. They had no children, but were parents in
truth to Lizzie (AVestfall) Northcutt and 3Ioses B. Earnhart, who both received
an excellent education while living with them. 31rs. Northcutt was called from
earth in April. 1877. since wliich time her adopted daughter, now 3Irs. Otto Kerr,
has superintended the management of the household affairs. 3Irs. Northcutt was
a lady of lovely disposition, with great attractiveness of manner, and her death
was a sad blow to her husband. She left a sorrowing multitude to mourn her loss.
Mr. N. is a prominent member of Coleman Commandery. aud a valuable acquisition to society.
J A 3 I E S T. ORBISON. carriage-blacksmith. Troy. One of the most interesting biographical sketches that appears in the Concord Township series is that of
James T. Orbison, the eldest son of Henry and Alary A. Orbison, who were among
the early settlers in this county. They came from Lexington, A r a, in 1807, and
settled on the quarter-section upon which now stands part of the town of Piqua,
a n d the D. & 31. depot. His father was one of the first distillers in the 3Iiami
Valley, and the first stiU was capable of making only one barrel of whisky per
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week. He afterward became one of the strongest temperance advocates, and would
not allow his team to haul logs to make staves for a whisky barrel. He was in the
war of 1812, and did his whole duty at his own expense, loading a sled with flour,
whisky and provisions for the soldiers on the frontier. James T. Orbison. the
subject of this sketch, was born in Spring Creek Township Sept. 18, 1810. AA'hen
about 2 years old, some Indians passing by, while he was playing in the yard,
picked him up and carried him away. His mother hastily informed her husband,
who mounted his horse and pursued them. AA7hen they were overtaken, he
demanded the child, which was reluctantly given up. Soon afterward, his father
purchased the farm, now owned by John Peterson, in Staunton Township. Young
Orbison attended the district school near his father's farm, and received a good
education for those early days. His teachers were James Concannon. Joseph
Rollins, Sallie Tucker, David Blue, Jonathan Gerard, John Carey. Dr. Stewart
and 0. C Evans. He worked for his father until the age of 19. when he concluded
to learn the blacksmith trade; went to Cincinnati and became an apprentice of
Henry Valette, for whom he worked two and a half years. He was so apt at his
business, and obliging withal, that his employer gave him the last six months of
his time, with full pay (this, at that time, was only $40 per year and board).
After leaving 3Ir. Valette, he went to Louisville. Ky, and worked there eight
months ; but. liking the society of Cincinnati better, he returned, and engaged with
AVilliam Holyoke at $1.25 per day and board. The shop was located where the
National Theatre building now stands, and Cincinnati was then only a small place.
After eighteen months' work for Air. Holyoke, he returned to Troy, and in September, 1.834, opened a forge on his own account. Having now spent thirty-five years
as a single man, he became engaged to, and soon after married, 3Iiss Elizabeth
J. Adams, second daughter of David Adams. They at once commenced housekeeping, in the good old-fashioned way, and their honeymoon was spent under
their own roof. They lived on the corner of 3Iain and Oxford streets, and here
their first child was born, on April 2, 1847 ; her name was 31ary E , ancl she afterward became the wife of James C. Robb, and is now living at Ft. Bennett. Dakota
Territory ; the next child, Julia E.. was born Jan. 21. 1849, and is now the wife of
Ringgold W. 3Ieily, of Lima. Ohio : James L. was born Sept. 21. 1851, ancl is now
married to 3Iiss Eva A'ankirk, of Cincinnati, in which city they now reside : Alice
J. was born Jan. 5, 1855. ancl is now the comfort of her father, and the pet ofthe
family. But trials come to us all, and. after a long illness, the loved wife vvas
tenderly laid to rest by the side of her kindred in Rose Hill Cemeteiy. Alarch 28,
1862. For more than a half-century, James T. Orbison has been an active mechanic,
and still makes a full hand at the forge. He has, in his possession, the funnel
through which the whisky was drawn at his father's still seventy-four years ago,
and also a plowshare that his father brought from A'irginia in 1806. He is an
excellent talker, possessed of a very retentive memory, and we are indebted to him
for many things of interest that appear in this work. He belongs to no church,
but attends Presbyterian services. He is now comfortably located in a neat, substantial cottage at 419 AValnut street, between Franklin and Canal streets, and his
latch-string is always out for his friends.
3IRS. ANNA B. PAUL, hotel-keeper. Troy. Airs. Paul was born in GermanyMay 4, 1832; she is the daughter of Alichael and Amelia 31. (Schauer) Lischler
both natives of Germany ; he was one of the German revolutionists, serving as
driver ; he emigrated to this country in 1838, and settled in Springfield. Ohio,
where he resided till the time of his death, which occurred in November, 1876 ; he
followed the occupation of farmer during this entire period. 3Irs. Paul's first
marriage was with Jacob Braunschweiger, in 3Iay, 1856, with whom she lived happily for seven years, and by whom she had three children, viz., Emma L , born 3Iay
2, 1857 ; Gusta E , July 20, 1858 ; and George, Nov. 12, 1859 ; her second marriage
was celebrated with Louis Paul March 4, 1867; four children were the result of
this union, viz., Charles, bom Feb. 13,1868 ; Louis, Jan. 10, 1870 ; Anna, Nov. 27,
1871 ; and Edward, 3Iarch 21, 1873 ; 3Ir. Paul was bornih Baden, Germany, Aug.
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23, 1 ^ 9 , and passed from this life Jan. 14, 1876, after keeping the Gait House, in
Troy, for five years ; 3Irs. Paul continues keeping hotel since the decease of her
husband, and, by dint of good management and hard labor, has kept everything in
good repair, and has an extensive custom. She is a member of the German Lutheran Church, with which she has been connected since she was 14 years of age.
AV. L. PEARSON, dealer in groceries, Troy. He was bom in Troy Sept. 10,
1836, and was the son of Joseph Pearson, who was born in Cumberland Co, P e n n ,
Jan. 23. 1809, and with his parents came to Ohio, settling in Staunton Township ;
his father learned the saddler's trade w*th a brother-in-law, 3Ir, Skinner, which he
followed some years ; he also attained considerable prominence in official life, discharging the duties of Sheriff two terms, was Probate Judge a similar length of
time, was Justice of the Peace many years, and Postmaster during two Presidential
administrations : he was an eminent lawyer, and a man of large mental caliber.
Politically, he was Democratic, and a leader of that party, whose worth was recognized by all political factions ; Mr. Pearson was a self-made man, in the fullest
sense which the term implies. The early life of our subject was spent in Troy,
where he received the rudiments of an education, which has been developed by his
large experience in business life ; in 1856. in this place, he embarked in the grocery
business, which he operated in some years; in partnership with his brother J. E. Pearson, lie engaged in the dry-goods business, in which they continued eight years, until
J. E. Pearson's death, when the stock iu trade was disposed of; for a time, 3Ir. Pearson
rested from the turmoil of an active business life to recruit his failing health, after
which he engaged in his present business, carrying one of the finest stocks in Troy ;
his long acquaintance with the people, in conjunction with his popular business habits,
commands for him a large and increasing trade. J u u e 9, 1864, he was raarried to
Lorena A. Courey, who bore him one child. Lorena 31, deceased ; 3Irs. P , is a
daughter of Peter Conrey, one of the pioneers of Butler Co, who died in Centerville, Ind., and was connected with the prominent 3Iethodist divines of his name ;
her mother is living and resides with our subject ; he and his amiable wife are
members of the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church, ancl are exemplary Christian people.
3Iaria Ludlow, mother of AV. L , was born Sept. 19. 1816. She was married to
Joseph Pearson Nov. 8, 1835, who died 3Iay 31, 1871.
GEORGE H. PEARSON, proprietor livery, feed aud sale stable, Troy. The
above gentleman is one of the representative business men in Troy : was born in
the above place 3Iay 3, 1845 ; is the fourth child of Joseph Pearson, whose biography appears in this work, receiving in the village schools his education ; when 14
years of age he entered mercantile life, and, with the exception ofa year passed in
learning the tinner's trade, was engaged in the first-mentioned business till 1875 ;
Jan. 1. 1876. he took charge of his large barn, which is filled to overflowing with
the best rigs in the city ; his horses, sixteen in number, are well kept, and show
more ability than the average livery horse.
ISAAC PECK. J R . . farmer and stock trader: P. 0 . Troy ; Isaac Peck. J r , one
ofthe substantial farmers of this towmship. is rapidly accumulating a competency7;
he is the third son of Joshua and Alary Peck, who were connected with the early
settlement of Ohio ; they had five children, of whom three are now living ; J o h n
and Joseph, the two eldest, are both dead.
Aseph B.. the fourth son. is now living on the old homestead ; the daughter. Elizabeth AL. is the wife of Edgar E.
Bailey, and her mother, Airs. Peck, makes her home with them. Isaac Peck. J r ,
was born J u n e 22, 1841 ; his early life was spent on the farm, but his education
was not neglected, as he attended district school when young, and afterward the
graded school at Troy ; during the war of the rebellion, he enlisted in Co. C. 94th 0 . V.
I , served during the remainder ofthe war with fidelity ; participated in the battles of
Perryville, K y , and that of Stone River, Tennessee; he was Corporal of Co. C,
and discharged well his duties ; he was mustered out of the service at Nashville,
Tenn, J u n e 29, 1865, and returned to his home near Troy. On the 26th of
October foUowing, he was united in marriage to 31iss Cordelia Simons, daughter
of Benjamin and 3Iary Simons, and at once commenced housekeeping on the farm
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which is now part of the magnificent tract owned by him ; Aug. 26, 1868, a
daughter came to bless their union, and was named 3Iyrtie Dean ; she was left
motherless on the 22d of July, 1869 ; this was a sad blow to Mr. Peck, who
lavished a wealth of love upon his. wife and darling baby 7 ; but death will sever the
tenderest ties, and she was tenderly laid in Riverside Cemetery.
3Ir. Peck sold
his stock, and purchased Coleman's interest in the drug firm of Coleman & Co.,
continuing the business four years ; he then sold his interest to Dr. Sterritt.
During his residence in Troy, he became engaged to, and afterward married, 3Iiss
Rebecca J. Flinn, on Nov. 14, 1873, Rev7. J. P. AVatson officiating ; in the spring of
1875, he again re-stocked his farm and moved upon i t ; October 21, 1876, Sophronia G. came to gladden their hearts, and is. as she should be, the pet of the
household. The view from 3Ir. Peck's residence is a beautiful one ; his well-filled
granaries and nicely tilled fields give evidence of his prosperity ; 3Ir. Peck is a
prince of good fellows, and his wife is an excellent cook, as the writer of this
sketch can truthfully testify.
J O H N P E I R C E , farmer ; P. 0 . Troy. J o h n Peirce was born within sight of
his present home Oct. 18, 1828 ; he is the son of Samuel and Milly (Iddings)
Peirce, who were the parents of a large family of children. During his early life,
he acquired a good education, ancl was for a number of years a teacher in the public schools in both Concord and Union Townships ; he also contracted for and
built the bridges on the Troy and Stillwater Pike. His marriage to 3Iiss Alary
Eleman was solemnized J u n e 21, 1848. Their children were nine in number, the
first one being born J u l v 13,1849 ; Alargaret A., July 2, 1850. her demise occurred
Aug. 3, 1851 ; Lillie was born Nov. 25^1851 : AVilliam E„ Aug. 31. 1854 : Alary
E , April 16, 1857 : Charles H , April 28, I860 : Amanda A.. Nov. 8. 1864';
Flora 3 1 , April 12,' 1868. she died Aug. 16, 1876 ; AValter C. was born Oct. 26,
1872, and the mother, Mary Iddings, Oct. 12, 1830 ; three sons ancl three daughters are now living. Lillie is the wife of W. R. Ken\ and AVilliam E. is married to 3Iiss Alinnie Brown. 3Ir. Peirce has always been a prosperous man. and
i s one of the wealthy farmers of this township. He is well versed in his genealogy,
tracing his ancestry to the time of William Penn. 3Ir. Peirce was for seven years
connected with the School Board, and has held that position a number of times
since. During three terms, he assessed this township, and gave general satisfaction. The home farm contains a quarter-section of splendid land, and an orchard
of a select variety of fruit, which has taken many premiums at the different fairs
at which they were shown. The comfortable house and necessary outbuildings
make a veiy attractive appearance. Both J o h n and his estimable wife are members of the Society of Friends, enjoying the respect of the community in which they
reside, and their children, living near, present an almost unbroken family circle.
He is one of the influential citizens, well worthy of the name he bears.
J O S I A H REED, physician and surgeon, troy." Samuel C. Reed and Catharine (Browning) Reed, the parents of Dr. J. Reed, were natives of New Jersey, and
married 3Iarch 19, 1812 ; they had eight children, as follows : Louisa and Benjamin B , born in New Jersey ; Israel 31, George Browning, Samuel F , Catharine,
Egbert S. and Josiah, the latter six born in Ohio. Samuel C. Reed, with his wife
and two children, emigrated from Burlington Co, N. J , to Warren Co., about
1816, where they settled on a farm near Springboro, and resided there until the
other six children were born ; from there they moved to Franklin, same county,
and about 1834, to a farm near Greenville, Darke Co, Ohio, where they lived until
their decease. Samuel € . Reed died 3Iarch 6, 1848, aged 68 years ; Catharine
(Browning) Reed died Jan. 28,1862, aged 71 years. Previous to his marriage to 3Iiss
Catharine Browning, Samuel C. Reed was married to 3Iiss 3Iary Stokes, Sept. 6,
1803, also of Burlington, Co, N. J. ; the issue of this marriage was three children,
viz., Sarah Ann, Abigail and William Stokes, making 3Ir. Reed the father of eleven
children, all of whom grew up to vigorous adult age. Of the above children,
WiUiam Stokes, Catharine, Benjamin B. and George Browning are at this writing
(July 7, 1880) deceased; the balance all living, as far as known to the writer.
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Josiah Reed was born Sept. 8, 1831, as above stated, in Warren Co., Ohio ; from
childhood up to 18 years of age, he was reared on the farm near Greenville, Ohio,
and until that time received such an education as the common schools of that day
afforded. Being of studious habits and having a desire for a better education, his
winters were occupied in attending the higher schools, and in teaching, from 18 to
31 years of age : the summer months were spent at the mason's trade. Soon after
his mother's death, he enlisted in Co. I. 94th O. A7.1., to help put down the rebellion :
toward the latter part of August (enlisted Aug. 15), 1862. he had his first introduction into the realities of war. in a skirmish at Tates Ferry, Ky.. in which two
of his comrades were killed. The next engagement was at Perryville. Ky., Oct. 8,
1862, ancl the last battle was Stone River. Dec. 30. 1862. in which he wras wounded
in the right arm : he was ordered back with the provision train to Nashville. Tenn,
where he entered Hospital No. 2 : here he was put on light duty in the dispensary,
instead of occupying a bed in the ward. and. by diligence and perseverance, soon
acquired a thorough knowledge of the duties of that department. Having some
leisure, and the opportunities for studying medicine ancl surgery being excellent,
he devoted all his spare time to a systematic course of study. He remained on
duty in this hospital two and a half years, during which time he took the usual
course of reading, besides attending one full course and part of another course of
lectures in the medical department of the University of Nashville. May 15,1865,
he was honorably discharged from the service, and on returning home, continued
his studies until September, when he went to New York and took a six-months
course in the Bellevue Hospital 3Iedical College, and graduated with honors
March 5, 1866. In April, he commenced practice at AVoodington, Darke Co.,
Ohio, and continued until Alarch 1, 1868. when he formed a co-partnership with
Dr. J. H. Green, Troy. Ohio. This partnership was continued until April 10,1878,
since which time he has been in active practice at his present location, corner of
Cherry and Canal streets, Troy, Ohio. On Oct. 24, 1867. he was married to 3Irs.
Elizabeth (Freeman) Woodard, the eldest daughter of Robert Freeman, of Bethel
Township, whose sketch appears in this work : the first child, Gertrude Woodard.
was born Oct. 21. 1868 ; the second, Mary Blanche, Feb. 20, 1870 ; the thmL
Minnie Pearl, 3Iarch 12, 1872 ; and the fourth, Robert Browning, 3Iarch 9, 1874.
Dr. J. Reed is the inventor of an improved gas machine to make illuminting gas
from the lighter products of petroleum ; the invention consists in a carburetter of
such a shape as to combine a large amount of carburetting surface, with the greatest possible amount of surface of contact with the surrounding earth, in which it
is buried in order to utilize the heat. There are many of these machines in successful operation, one of which lights the Knoop Children's Home. 3Iiami Co.. Ohio.
SA3IUEL L. ROBBINS, farmer ; P. O. Troy. Samuel L. Robbins has lived
in this county for more than half a century, and is now7 ranked among the early
settlers ; he was born in 1829, and was the youngest son of Lydia and Richard
Robbins. who were among the first settlers, and settled in Staunton Township.
Samuel, until his father's death, had never attended school, but had grown up a
vigorous man ; the family was a large one. and all had to work, boys being considered good for nothing else. In 1853. Samuel concluded to leave the paternal
roof and seek a fortune in California : but. after trying it three years, came back
to his old home ; it was his bad fortune to take passage on the ill-fated steamer
Independence, that caught fire near the island of 3Iargaretta. and she, together
with the cargo, was entirely consumed : the scene, as 3Ir. Robbins describes it, was
truly heart-rending, and 150 dead bodies were washed ashore. 3Ir. R, being a good
swimmer, reached the land, and was of great assistance in helping save others.
His return, in 1855, was marked by no incident worthy of mention, but he was
glad to again get back to this wooded country. He loved and married 3Iiss 3IarO
O
O
-y
tha J. Denman, Jan. 17, 1856, Rev. S. 31. Brown tying the knot that bound them
together ; their married life has been a congenial one ; nine chUdren were bom, of
whom eight are now living—Leander 31, 31arietta and 3Iargaretta (twins), Serelda
A , OUve, Richard S, Laura A , Rhoda A. (now deceased) and James Edgar.
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Marietta is the wife of Oscar P. Stafford, and resides in Piqua ; all the other children live at home and are a charming family. 3Ir. Robbins has seen the transformation of the wooded, into that of an agricultural country, and, where was once
the abode of the wolf and the Indian, magnificent houses and barns are seen ; his
strong arm has done its share toward developing this land, and fie can now justly
claim the reward of being financially comfortable during his old age. Politically,
he is a Republican, and himself and wife are both members of the Baptist Church.
JOSEPH ROLLINS, proprietor of livery, Troy : was born in Staunton Township, March 1, 1812 ; his father, Jonathan Rollins, was born in A'irginia, his mother,
Amy, in New Jersey ; they were probably married in this county, and the farm
they called home in 1803, was their dwelling-place till death ; he died in 1854, she
in 1835; they- were parents of seventeen children, four living—3Iehitable. Anna,
Jane and Joseph. Until he was 16 years old. our subject remained with his parents on the farm, after which his lot was cast among strangers, and he must needs
buffet the storms which beat with such fury upon the lives of some ; his experience has been varied, ancl, to use his own words, -: I have never been an occupaut
in any house but what I could return to and be welcome." Sept. 12, 1841, he
married Sarah A, Yount, by whom he had one child—Cynthia J. Airs. R. died
Jan. 31, 1844. He was again married to 31ary J. Orr. Feb. 26. 1854. w7hose father,
James Orr, was born Sept. 18. 1774. and married Elizabeth Kyle, who was born
Jan. 1, 1776, and died Aug. 31. 1818 ; Ann Cassaday. his second wife, was born
Sept. 2, 1797, and married to Mr. Orr Dec. 2, 1819 ;" James Orr died Nov. 21,
1859. Mary J , wife of our subject, was born Feb. 6, 1826. Until 1867, Joseph
resided on the farm, at which time he came to Troy, and engaged in the livery
business, in which he is now engaged. He and his wife are members of the Christian Church, of many years' standing; he is, and always has been, an advocate of
the temperance cause, and for twenty-seven years not a drop of the poison has
passed his lips—and further, no man, woman, or child in Troy ever saw him partake of liquor.
JOHN J. ROSS, farmer ; P. 0. Troy. John J. Ross is, perhaps, as well
posted in the business affairs of the county as any man in the community in
which he lives. Had we space, it would afford us much pleasure in interviewing
him at length, but we will condense the most important facts, knowing that each
"man's mickle makes the muckle." He was born Dec. 2, 1825, in Franklin Co,
Penn, and was a son of James and Elizabeth Ross. 3Irs. Ross died in July, 1872,
her husband, James, still survives, and is still able to be about; he is one of our
patriarchs, being now 88 years of age. John Ross, the subject of our sketch,
received his education in Fairfield, Greene Co.. ancl was, during his younger days,
engaged in teaching. His marriage to 3Iiss Sarah Hurley was consummated June
16, 1853, the Rev. William Eaton officiating. The next day the young couple
commenced^housekeeping ; John had a light heart and a still lighter pocket, as it
contained only 15 cents in currency, but what did he care for money ; the young
folks valiantly bared their arms and commenced the battle of life ; they have
surely come off victorious, judging from the appearance of their nice farm, that
at the time of their marriage was all woods, excepting 10 acres that were deadened. They- have been the parents of ten children, of whom six girls and one son
are now living—Elizabeth A. was born Jan. 27. 1856 ; 3Iartha B., Oct. 11, 1857 ;
John J , J r , April 27, 1861 ; 3Iargaret E , Nov. 6. 1862 ; Harriet, Oct. 18, 1864 ;
31ary F , Oct. 18, 1866. and Sarah E., Oct. 19, 1868. The children have all
received a good education, and to date are living with tlieir parents. AA7e are glad
to chronicle 3Ir. Ross among our list of Jacksonian Democrats, and hope he may
ever prove true to his trust. The family are all great readers, and their library is
supplied with works of our leading authors. The children are also vocalists of
no mean pretensions.
WILSON ROSS, deceased, Troy ; born in Zanesville, this State, in 1820 ;
removed with his parents, at the age of 12 years, to Carlisle, Clark Co, where he
leamed the tailoring trade, which occupation he pursued for eighteen years, during
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which time he was also engaged in farming; he located in Troy, in 1866, and
engaged in the nursery business, under the firm name of J . W. Ross & Co., continuing in the same until his death, in July, 1877. 3Ir. Ross was a very kind,
generous and affable man, beloved by aU who knew him ; his business was such
that he gave employment to a large number of men, all of whom held him in high
esteem ; was a leading spirit in public affairs; a man of great energy and enterprise, and was ever active in pushing forward all public improvements ; his name
stands identified with every step taken, looking to the beauty and improvement of
Troy, since his advent into the town. In politics, he was an ardent Democrat,
ancl labored hard for the success of his party : was an attendant of the Presbyterian Church, and was among the most liberal of its support. In 1846, lie married
Francis E. Louthan of Troy, who was boru in A'irginia, and came to 3Iiami Co.,
with her parents when 10 years old. This union was blessed with five children,
all of whom are now living in Troy.
SA3IUEL RUSSELL, farmer ; P. 0 . Troy. Samuel Russell is a prominent
farmer, boru and raised in 3Ionroe Township. His father, Isaac Russell, came to
the county in 1806, and his mother in 1802. The maiden name of Samuel's mother
was Tamar 3Iendenhall, a native of North Carolina. Although a farmer, 3Ir.
Russell has done considerable carpenter work ; he married 3Iiss H a n i e t Franklin
in 1843 ; they were the parents of Louisa, 3Iargaret A.. John, Jane, Isaac, Samuel
L. and Jesse 31. Louisa and John are not living. 3Iargaret is the wife of Jacob
Cane ; 3Iary J. wedded James H. Suavely ; J o h n married 3Iiss Elizabeth Cane;
Isaac married 3Iiss Joselia Curtis. The home farm comprises 50 acres, which was
improved by 3Ir. Russell ; lie is a Republican in politics ; both himself and wife
are members of 3Ionroe Grange. Should we be asked where true happiness
reigned, the answ7er would be, in the home of Samuel Russell and his worthy
lady.
C. R. SABIN, dentist, Troy ; was bom in Troy Sept. 9, 1847 ; is the second
son of Roswell and Caroline A. Sabin, who were of New England birth. They
located here about 1823, making a permanent home till their decease ; his father
died in 3Iarch, 1873, aged 75 years ; his mother departed this life three days after
her husband, at the age of 68 years. They had four children, three of whom are
living. His father's first marriage was celebrated with 3Iary H. Robinson, of
Virginia, by whom he had four children, three living ; 3Irs. S. died. July 23, 1843,
aged 44 years. Our subject received the rudiments of his education inthe schools
of Troy, after which, during the years 1866-67, he took a full course of study in
the Dental College in Cincinnati, which institution conferred on him their diploma,
of graduation ; he afterward entered on the practice of his profession in Lima
where he remained four years. In 1872. he came to Troy, where he has built up
a large and constantly increasing practice : he is a gentleman well educated to his
business and to be measured by his success, and the satisfaction given to those
who have experienced his skillful treatment. I n 1873, hewas married to Clara
Reed, who has borne him one child—Nellie. 3Irs. S. is a daughter of G. B. Reed,
a former resident of Troy, in which,she (3Irs. S.) was born in 1855.
J O H N SCHAUER, farmer; P. O. Troy. 3Ir. John Schauer came from Greene
to 3Iiami Co. in 1865, and we find him living on a fine farm three and a half miles
west of Troy, on the Newton Pike : he is a practical farmer, the neatness of his
surroundings giving evidence of his prosperity ; he was born in Greene Co.. Ohio,
J u l y 21, 1821, being the eldest son of Samuel and Catharine Schauer ; in his 17th
year, he commenced clerking in his father's store, in Byron. Ohio, and continued
with him until, in 1846, he purchased the stock and carried on the business (associated part of the time with a partner) for fifteen years. He made a visit to the
home of Rev. John Lehman, his former Pastor, who had removed to Lancaster,
Penn.; one evening, while taking a drive over the country, they stopped at the
home of 3Ir. Jacob Bope for the purpose of resting and having a chat with the
minister's friends ; Mr. Bope had a very interesting family, and J o h n became infatuated with the eldest daughter, Maria ; their friendship ripened into love, and, after
DD
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a limited correspondence, they were married June 14, 1849, at the residence ofthe
bride's parents; his beloved Pastor, Rev. John Lehman, pronounced the magic
words that linked together two loving hearts, whose after life gave evidence of
their adaptation for each other; they made their home in Byron until 3Ir. Schauer
disposed of his goods ; the close confinement of the mercantile business telling
rapidly upon his health, he was obliged to seek some other occupation ; in 1855,
he commenced tilling his father's farm, and continued doing so three years, when
he purchased 80 acres west of Stillwater, which was his residence for seven years :
this farm was then disposed of, and Pearson's farm rented for five years ; purchasing the fine farm of 130 acres upon which he now resides; he has erected a splendid house and otherwise improved it, until it ranks among the most attractive
places in the township. 3Ir. Schauer is a self-made man, having but $500 when
he came to 31iami Co, owing to the dishonesty of those with whom he was associated
in business ; seven children were the result of their union, of whom five are now
living—Virgil C, Claudius F , Augusta C, Edwin 31, Samuel J.. Esta H. and Clara
E.; the children have had the benefits of a liberal education, and are all very fair
musicians ; 3Irs. Schauer, who was called to the spirit-land July 7, 1877. was a
kind wife, a loving mother, and her loss was keenly felt; since her death, the
household affairs have been superintended by 3Iiss Clara, who is a model housekeeper. 3Ir. Schauer has a very good family library, and is a great reader ; he is
especially well posted upon agricultural topics, and is withal a pleasant and social
gentleman.
R. Y. SHARP, manufacturer of carriages, Troy; was born near Fredericksburg, Va, in 1821 ; his parents, Thomas and Sarah Sharp, were natives of the
same State, his father dying before his birth, his mother when R. Y. was 5 years
of age ; for three years after her death, he resided with a sister, then began the
struggle of life for a support, laboring on the farm till he attained his 15th year,
when he became an apprentice to his trade, in which he labored six years ; in
1841, he came to Troy, for the following eighteen years performing the work of a
master mechanic ; in 1859, he embarked, in his business with a partner, with whom
he did business until 1868, at which time their shop and contents were burned to
the ground ; his insurance enabled him to build another, since when he has been
sole owner; he employs a number of hands, skilled workmen, who, under his
management and supervision, turn out the best work in the city, combining neatness and durability. In 1841, he was married to Emily Tullis, vvho has borne him
six children, three living—Charles AA7, Ada and Rolla Y.; the deceased are Clara,
Emma and William ; 31rs. S. was born in this county in 1821, ancl is a relative of
the well-known TuUis family, who occupy prominent places on the pages of this
work. He is a member of the 3Iethodist Church, she of the Christian, both having been identified with their respective churches many years ; he is also a member of the Encampment and subordinate Lodge, I. O. 0. F.
ECKERT SHEAFER, dealer in agricultural implements, 303 Walnut street,
Troy; is a man widely know-n ancl universally respected ; his life has been one of
toil, but, nevertheless, he has maintained a great degree of good humor, is full of
jokes, and courteous as a man can be who has fought a long and hard battle from
boyhood ; he was the second son of Emanuel Sheafer, born Jan. 3, 1824, at Lancaster, Penn, and, at the age of 6 years, went to his grandfather's to live, who gave
him the opportunity of obtaining an education such as the common schools
afforded ; at the age of 21, he obtained a position in his uncle's store, and continued in his employ three years ; but, the close confinement being detrimental to
his health, he severed his connection with the firm, coming to Staunton Township
in 1848 ; he engaged with his uncle Eckert on a farm, working for him two years;
a partnership was then formed with George Skinner, and they engaged in fanning
and raising stock until 1853, on the 3IcDowell farm. His marriage with 3Iiss
Josephine Winans, a daughter of Judge J. C. Winans, was celebrated Oct. 9,1851.
The partnership with Mr. Skinner was dissolved by mutual consent in 1853, when
Mr. Sheafer moved to the Barbee farm, now the property of Mrs. John L. Meredith :
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he took a trip through the Western States this year, and purchased 160 acres of
land in Nebraska, but instead of emigrating, afterward disposed of it. Six children have been born duiing tlieir married life, of whom five are living, the first
son, Charles D.. dying in infancy : Rose, the eldest child now living, was born J u l v
11, 1854 ; George 0., Nov. 20, 1856 ; J. AA7inans. Alarch 8. 1858 ; Eckert, Jr.,
J a n . 15, 1866 ; Harry H.. Feb. 9, 1868. In the spring of 1864, he enlisted in the
100-days service, and was elected First Lieutenant of Co. D, 141st U. S. I ; he
made an efficient officer, and was honorably discharged from the service at the
expiration of the term for which he had enlisted. He continued farming until
3Iarch, 1879, when he sold his stock and removed to Troy, forming a partnership
with J. E. Nysewander in the agricultural implement business ; the firm are prospering well, and are building up a good trade. His children have received a liberal
education, and are all fond of literary pursuits ; the daughter, Rose, is a creditable
musician and good vocalist; tlieir home is a pleasant one, Eckert and his wife
most affable neighbors, enjoying the esteem of all who know them.
J E S S E SHILLING, engineer of the fire department. Troy ; was born in 3Iaryland in 1825, his parents, AA'illiam and Hannah Shilling, being natives of the same
State : when only 2 years of age they removed to Columbus, Ohio, where Air. S.
received his education, and. when old enough, was employed in a foundry, in which
he acquired the skill of engineering: in 1854, he came to Troy, and soon after
agitated the question of providing a fire department for the town, which was
accomplished, he being employed as engineer of the department. In 1846, he married Alice Carlton, who has borne him seven children—Tow-nsend, Olive, 3Iary,
Jesse, Jr.. Clara. Frank and Nellie. As City 3Iarshal he has served two terms, and
during the war was Provost 3Iarshal of the county, acting under Capt. A. C. Deul;
as member of the Council and Constable of the township he has acted in each
capacity a term.
J O H N AV. SHOUPP. farmer ; P. 0 . Troy. J o h n W. Shoupp is a descendant
of one of the worthy families of this county ; he is of German origin, was bora in
Pennsylvania J u l y 13, 1846, and was the son of Henry and Elizabeth Shoupp ;
they immigrated from Pennsylvania in 1850, and settled in Alontgomery Co.; in
1852, they moved into 3Iiami Co, near the line, and lived there five years ; they
disposed of their property and came to Concord Township ; the farm was purchased
upon which John AV. now resides ; they had four children, of whom two sons and
one daughter were born in Pennsylvania ; the second daughter, Annie E , was born
in this county ; the death of the father, Henry, occurred Feb. 16. 1869 ; he was a
most worthy man, and his death was deeply deplored ; Airs. Shoupp afterward
married Tobias Barnhart. but died Sept. 13. 1879. The engagement of John W.
Shoupp and 3Iiss Susie Wilson terminated in marriage Oct. 29,1868; two children
now brighten their home—AVilliam Alberta and Ida Alay : Ida was bom Sept. 29,
1870, and AA'illiam the same date, 1872 ; one other daughter, Alary, was born Aug.
5, 1869. dying J u l y 24. 1870. J o h n W. purchased the farm of his mother, who
held it in her own right; the residence is a comfortable one, the improvements
being of a substantial character. This couple are happily mated, are both social
and well-informed people ; Mrs. S. excels in the culinary line, and the edibles furnished by her skillful hand are fit for a k i n g ; they are both members of the Christian Church, ancl are universally respected by all who know them. Politically, he
votes the Democratic ticket " straight."
L. F. SINGER, proprietor of livery, sale and feed stable. Troy: was born in
Frederick Co.. 3Id.. in 1837 : his father/Frederick Singer, and his mother. Elizabeth
Switzer, were born in 3Iaryland. and removed to Tiffin, Ohio, when L. was but
3 years old. where his father still resides, his raother being dead ; they were parents
of four children—three living.
Our subject's early boyhood was spent in Tiffin,
where he received the rudiments of an education, which was developed by a course
of study in the Antioch College, he being one of the first students enrolled on the
books ; here he prosecuted his study two years ; then entered Bartlett's Commercial
School in Cincinnati, taking the regular course and graduating; after which he
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entered the Cincinnati Gazette office, in the role of Assistant Bookkeeper for seven
years ; received a position in the United States Express office, in which he remained
several years. I n 1860, he married Aliss Laura L , daughter of AA7, H. H. Dye,
whose sketch appears among these memoirs ; after the celebration of his nuptials,
he kept books for Dye & Culbertson several months, then was assigned charge of
the business for one year, after which he purchased an interest, when the firm
became known as Dye, Singer & Harter, and as such did business till the close of
the war ; in 1866, he removed to Tiffin, and for nearly one year was engaged in
milling ; the foUowing year he removed to 3Iontgomery, Ala, where he purchased
a plantation, raising a crop of cotton, but the enterprise resulted disastrously to
him financially; returning to Troy, he refitted an old distillery, which he operated
tiU 1869, when the financial crash of that year drove him to the ;: wall," and he
found a position in the express office, which he had hitherto held; his health
failing he repaired to New York—engaged with Babcock & Co, for whom he sold
goods throughout the West for three years ; they failing, he started a livery, which
is stocked with the best turnouts in the city.
3IRS. M. J . SKINNER, gardener ; P. 0 . Troy. 3Irs. Skinner was the daughter of Henry and 3Iary A. Orbison, and was born, reared and married upon the
home farm, of which mention has been previously made. Her marriage with Elias
Skinner was consummated 3Iarch 1, 1848, the Rev. Daniel Rice officiating ; eight
children were the result of this union, of whom five still survive ; tlieir names are
J . Henry, born Sept. 12, 1851 ; George C , J u n e 13, 1857 ; Kate E.. Alarch 7,
1862 ; Charles W , J u l y 12, 1864 ; and James E , Dec. 21, 1867. 3Ir. Skinner was
engaged in business near Troy until 1852, when he purchased an interest in the ice
business at Louisville, Ky.; he removed thither and continued in business for two
and a half years; he then sold his interest and came back to Troy, and, together with W. D. B. Webb, purchased a stock of goods; he afterward sold his
interest and removed to a farm he had purchased near Troy ; his health failing, he
came back to Troy the next season and engaged as Secretary of an insurance firm;
in 1865, purchased 10 acres of land on Ridge avenue, and erected a comfortable
residence, but that remorseless enemy of mankind, consumption, wound him more
tightly in its toils, and he was laid by the side of his children in Rose Hill Cemeteiy,
Jan. 14, 1873 ; 3Ir. Skinner was a kind and affectionate father, an exemplary
Christian; for many years the Superintendent of the Presbyterian Sabbath
school; he and his wife were both members of the Presbyterian Church.
Henry,
the eldest son, has, since the death of his father, kindly cared for his mother and
the children, acquitting himself as becomes a dutiful son, well worthy of the name
he bears.
George C. is now chief operator of the American Union Telegraph
Company at Troy. Henry was married to 3Iiss Lizzie Leaf, of Troy, in December,
1876 ; the children all live at home with their mother, to whom they are very
attentive.
3Iiss Kate is a good vocalist, and a creditable performer on the
piano ; the children are fond of literature, and are rapidly acquiring good educations.
Henry is engaged in market gardening, and furnishes a full line of early
vegetables for the Troy markets ; the family residence overlooks the city, and the
picturesque landscape beheld from that point is one of great beauty.
F R A N K 31. STERRETT, Postmaster, Troy. The above gentleman was born
in Clark Co., Ohio, Oct. 18; 1845. Samuel W , father of Frank, was born in Champaign Co, Ohio, Nov. 19, 1810. Washington, father of Samuel, was a native of
Virginia, and one of the pioneers of Ohio. Samuel W. was formerly a resident of
this county, but now of Clark Co., to which he removed in 1842, and where he now
resides. He was married to Sarah, daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Ullery, in
1835, who bore him ten children, seven of whom are living, viz., Eliza, Lucinda,
WiUiam H. H , Frank M , J o h n A , Catherine and Ellen. The deceased are Jacob
R , Benjamin G. and Lavina B. April 16, 1861, Jacob enlisted in Co. D of the
l l t h 0 . V. I., being the first man from Pike Township, Clark Co, to enroll his name
on the scroll of fame. The services this noble old regiment did for its country are
so well engraven on the minds o f t h e people, that in this work a reiteration of its
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valor is unnecessary ; suffice it to say, Jacob R. Sterrett was always found at the post
of duty, and in the sanguinary and ever-memorable battle of Chickamauga, in which
our forces suffered the extremity of severity, Jacob R. fell, badly w7ounded, pierced
by enemy's bullets, on the 14th of September, 1863 ; he fell into the hands of the
enemy, with whom he remained nine days before being exchanged, and during the
latter part of the following month (October) died from the effects of his wounds, in
the 22d year of his age ; his remains were secured, after several ineffectual attempts,
brought home ancl interred in the 3IcKendree Cemetery, where a beautiful monument has been erected to his memory. On Aug. 28, 1863. our subject enlisted in
Co. D, of the 5th Ind. Bat. of 0. C, which was commanded by 3Iaj. Ijams. Saw
much active service in Southeastern Kentucky, contending with the many guerriUas
that infested that region ; promoted to Commissary Sergeant Sept. 25. 1863; at the
expiration of his term of service, he was mustered out in Cincinnati, Feb. 15,1864 ;
3Iay 2,1864, he re-enlisted in Co. I, of the 147th 0 . A 7 .1, and was soon after detailed,
with seven others from his battalion, to the Coast Survey force, and laid out the
National Cemetery on an estate of Gen. R. E. Lee. which formerly belonged to the
Washingtons; after these duties were completed, he was appointed Clerk to the Adjutant General, a position he held until mustered out. Aug. 30. 1864 ; upon his return
home, he entered the Delaware AATesleyan University, in which he remained during
the school years of 1864-65 : in June of the latter year, to recruit his failing energies and bodily health, took a trip to Europe, visiting England, Ireland, Germany,
France and Holland, returning in the same year, decidedly improved in health and
strength ; upon his return, he read law one year vvith Shellabarger, Good & Bowman,
when, on account of failing health, he was again obliged to relinquish his designs ;
after traveling for S. K. Harter & Co, ten months, he taught school in Tippecanoe
City, Aliami Co, Ohio, one year, after which he traveled extensively for ten years,
as a commercial salesman ; Feb. 22,1879, he was commissioned by President R. B.
Hayes as Postmaster of Troy : the duties of the office have been so efficiently discharged that this takes the lead among the best conducted and well regulated offices of the State, an honor the patrons are proud of, and a distinction 3Ir. S. is well
able to retain. Sept. 19, 1872. he was married to 3Iabel. an accomplished daughter
of Charles A. and 3Iarv C. Binkley, residents of Trov : she was born in the above
place Oct. 20,1854.
LEA'l SWITZER, farmer ; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill. Air. Switzer, one of the prominent farmers in this locality, now in the prime of life, is possessed of many sterling
qualities ; he was born Oct. 22.1837, in York Co.. Penn., and is a son of Elizabeth
and AA'illiam Switzer; they emigrated to Clark Co, when Levi was 14 years of
age ; his occupation has always been that of a farmer, and in it he finds both
pleasure and profit, Aliss Sallie E. Sigler and Levi Switzer were married Jam
21, 1869, in Cumberland Co.. Penn. : their wedding tour was immediately from the
home of the bride, to a farm in Aliami Co. : no time being spent in preliminaries,
housekeeping was commenced in Newton Township, ancl neither have ever had
cause to regret the day they plighted their troth to each other. Two children have
thus far blessed their union—Jesse 31. and Edward L . ; they were born in Newton
Township, ancl are both promising lads ancl are now attending school. Politically,
3Ir. Switzer is a Republican; both himself and wife are members of the German
Reformed Church, and are respected by all who know them. 3Ir. Switzer is a great
lover of literature, and is especially well posted upon agricultural topics : he is
withal a pleasant, social gentleman, and upon the general topics of the day is
much better posted than most farmers.
MURRAY TELFORD, farmer ; P. 0. Troy. 3Iurray Telford is a grandson of
Alexander Telford, one of the first settlers of this township. 3Iuch will be said
of Alexander in this histoiy. as he came to Troy in 1802 and erected a log hut
somewhere in the neighborhood in wmich he passed the winter ; Indians were then
virtual owners of these beautiful lands, many were the depredations committed,
and often would the early settlers hurry their families off to some of their neighbors, the better to protect them from the prowling bands of savages. Judge
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Barbee and Alexander Telford entered the section upon which 3Iurry now resides ;
afterward dividing it, Alexander taking the south half. Murray, the subject of this
sketch, is the second son of James and Mary Telford, born 3Iay 24. 1827 ; he
obtained a practical education at the district schools, even at that early day, which,
together with his well-known honesty and energy, have made him what he is
to-day. April 5, 1866, his nuptials were celebrated, he leading to the marriage
altar 3Iiss J a n e A. Scott, the second daughter of John and Elizabeth Scott, of
Miami Co.; the wedding ceremonies were conducted by the Revs. R. T. Drake
and James Mclntyre. After a brief wedding tour, they commenced married life
on the Telford homestead ; their first child, 3Iary Elizabeth, was born 3Iay 29,
1867 : twin boys came to gladden their nonie Jan. 25. 1871. who were named
Wilber H. and AValter S. Air. Telford enlisted in Co. Hi 147th 0 . N. G , during
the late rebellion, and served until honorably discharged ; he was attacked by
typhoid fever while in the service, and since that time has not enjoyed veiy good
health. He still superintends his farm, ancl by energy and industry, has accumulated
a competency. The library is well stocked with books, and all the family are lovers
of literature. His grandfather, Alexander, was a great accession to this neighborhood and made nearly all the wooden mold-board plows for his neighbors ; they
driving his team while he did tlieir work. Both 3Ir. and 3Irs. Telford are members of the Presbyterian Church, their piety and good example being worthy of
emulation. 3Ir. Telford has in his possession the gun which his grandfather carried
during the Revolutionary war.
WASHINGTON I. TENNEY, farmer; P. 0 . Troy. AVashington I. Tenney
was the eldest son of Dr. Elias and Alargaret (Hatcher) Tenney ; born in Charlestown, Montgomery Co., in 1833 ; as his father was his teacher for many years,
Wasnington received a liberal education ; his parents removed to 3Iilton, Ohio, in
1848, and Washington commenced teaching school in 1850, Dr. Tenney being a
teacher for twenty years, and his son, AA7. I. Tenney. a public instructor for twentythree consecutive'years ; during this time, all his work was confined to 31 ilton and
the three school districts contiguous to i t ; the son was appointed by the Commissioners, in 1873, to fill the unexpired term that was occasioned by his father's
death, as Auditor of 3Iiami Co.; at the expiration of the term, he was nominated
and elected by the Republican party to the same office, and the universal satisfaction given during his term of office caused his re-election to the same office for
the second term, by over 800 majority. He purchased a splendid farm of 166
acres, one and a half miles west of Troy, in 1878. and, at the expiration of his
official term, moved upon it. and has since followed the occupation of farming.
He wedded 3Iiss Jennie K. Kelly, daughter of Samuel and 3Iahala (Yount) Kelly,
in 1858; their married life has been one of happiness and prosperity ; they have
reared a family of eight children, who give evidence of following in the footsteps
of their parents ; their names are Ida Belle, Francis AValter, Charles Elmer, Alice
Bertha, Mary Estella. AVilliam Harold. George Lee and Horace Kelly ; they are
rapidly acquiring an education, ancl are developing a great love for music, without
doubt being the equals, if not the peers, of any family of the same number of
children in the township, as musicians; the eldest daughter, Ida, is a graduate of
the high school of Troy, and delivered the valedictory at the commencement of
the term in which she graduated. Air. Tenney is a man of culture, and is veryfond of books ; his library is well stocked with-choice volumes, and he is lavish in
his purchase of literature for his children ; Air. and 3Irs. Tenney lived one and a
half years in Champaign, 111; wliile there, her father gave them a tract of land
near Lawrence, Kan.; ihey took possession of it in 1860, but the excessive drought
of that year made light crops ; Mr. Tenney concluded that Kansas, as an agricultural country, was not just what he wanted ; he sold his entire crop for $25, on
a year's time, and came back to 3Iiami Co.; he is now a fixture of the county, and
enjoys the confidence and respect of all who know him.
W I L L I A M I. THOMAS, deceased ; was born in Philadelphia July 4, 1796,
and removed with his parents to Lancaster Co, Ohio, in 1808 ; lie received his edu-
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cation in the Ohio University, of Athens, Ohio, from which institution he graduated
in 1817 ; then read law with the Hon. Thomas Ewing. Sr. ; was admitted to the
bar, and began the practice of his profession in Troy, in 1819. I n 1822, he was
appointed Postmaster, and in 1825 was elected Justice of the Peace ; he served
six years as Prosecuting Attorney-, and was Colonel of one of the militia regiments
of the State. In 1836, he was elected to represent his district in the State Senate,
which honor was conferred on him three consecutive terms, during which time he
very zealously supported his former preceptor, 3Ir. Ewing. in his race for senatorial
honors ; it is recorded of him that during his term of office he made the most
remarkable speech ever made on the floor of the House, in opposition to the passage of a bill that was obnoxious to the masses ; the time occupied was from 4
o'clock P. 31. till 8 A. 31.. sixteen hours, when his constituents arrived in sufficient
force to defeat the bill. He was a AVhig in politics until the death of that party,
when he joined his old foes, the Democrats, and stumped the State for Buchanan
in 1856 ; as a lawyer, he stood high in the profession ; was a convincing speaker
and a very formidable adversary in debate.
In 1869, while enjoying a tour
through the AA7estern States, recruiting his failing energies ancl bodily health, he
was stricken down in Lawrence City, K a n , from congestion of the lungs, dying
suddenly Nov. 6, 1869. He was married to Lucinda AI. Neal Sept. 29, 1828 ;
eleven children was the result of their union, five of whom are living, viz., Stanlev Owen, born Nov. 24,1835 ; AA7alter Scott, born April 8, 1838: Llewellyn, born
3Iarch 2, 1843 ; Eugene B., born Jan. 1, 1846 ; Gilmer T , born Jan. 8, 1851. The
deceased are Stanley, born July 11, 1829. died J u l y 27, 1831 : Owen, bom March
28, 1831, died Sept."3. 1833; Harriet H , ' b o r n Aug. 20, 1832, died Aug. 31, 1833 ;
Owen Stanley, born Aug. 14, 1834, died Alarch 27. 1850 : AA'illiam I., born Dec.
14, 1839, died April 12,1867 ; Arthur H , born April 28, 1852, died July 27,1853.
Lucinda 31. (Neal) Thomas was born in AArest Arirginia Sept. 7, 1809 : died April
19, 1856.
AVALTER S. TH03IAS. attorney at law, Troy. AValter Scott Thomas was
born at Troy, Ohio, April 8, 1838 ; he is the son of AA'illiam I. and Lucinda 31.
Thomas, being the sixth child in a family of eleven children ; in 1852, he entered
the Troy High School, and graduated in 1856, as the valedictorian of his class; in
1857, he entered the Sophomore class at 3Iiami University, Oxford, Ohio, from
which he graduated in 1860 : while at college, 3Ir. Thomas was distinguished for
his clear perception and untiring industry, qualities that have since gained him a
great measure of his success in his chosen profession. Although a good student
in mathematics ancl the sciences, yet classical studies were his delight, and so proficient did he become in Latin and Greek that at his graduation he was crowned
with the classical honor of his class ; after receiving his degree, he began at once
the study of law, under the instruction of his father, and during the years 1861-62
he attended the Harvard Law School: in the latter year he was admitted to the
3Iiami County bar, and began the practice of law in Troy. But the country was
then in the midst of the great struggle for national life, and laying aside his lawbooks and dreams of professional distinction, 3Ir. Thomas enlisted in the navy of
the United States, where he served his countiy honorably, till the close of the war
as a 3Iaster's 3Iate, in the 3Iississippi Squadron, under Admiral Porter. In the
fall of 1865, he was elected Prosecuting Attorney of Miami Co.. and at the expiration of his first term, he was renominated by acclamation, and reelected by an increased majority.
His administration of the Prosecutor's office was characterized by great vigor and efficiency. It was impossible
to pick a flaw in any of 3Ir. T.'s indictments, and perhaps there has never been a
larger proportion of convictions under the criminal code in 3Iiami Co. than
during his incumbency of the Prosecutor's office. Upon retiring from his
official duties, he continued the practice of law, and by faithful attention to business, has built up a large and lucrative practice. As an attorney, 3Ir. T. is not
of the bombastic sort, dealing in " sound and fury, signifying nothing," but he
seizes the salient points in a case, and presents them with a clearness and force

716

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

that produces conviction—and a favorable decision. 3Ir. Thomas stands high in
the esteem of his fellow-citizens. He has enemies, as all positive and independent
men have, but to name them where they are knowm is to pay 3Ir. Thomas a high
compliment. 3Ir. T. is a conspicuous instance of a boy's growing right up in his
own town into positions of trust and honor. In 1877, he was elected member of
the Troy Board of Education, for which position he is well fitted by taste and
education, and so ably did he discharge his trust that he was re-elected to the same
position with only- a feeble opposition, in 1880. 3Ir. T. is yet a young man, and
what he has accomplished in the past is only an indication of what may be expected
of him in the future. His ripe experience, sterling integrity and indefatigable
industry commend him to the confidence and esteem of all to whom his genuine
worth is known.
L. A. TH03IAS, florist, Troy ; is the fifth son of AVilliam I. Thomas, an old
and prominent settler, whose sketch appears in this work ; he was born in Troy in
1842 ; his education was received in the schools ofthe place, and though his father
and brothers were ambitious in professional aspirations, L. A. expressed a fondness
for agriculture, and the study of plants ancl flowers, a talent and taste which are
perfectly natural, and which have been cultivated until he is a proficient in the
art. In 1875, he constructed the ground-work of his now almost perfect establishment, which is rapidly approaching completion, already having more room aud a
greater variety- of plants and flowers than the combined houses in the county. He
is a gentleman well versed in his business, his experience and knowledge being
fuUy recognized by the lovers of plants ancl flowers, who give him a hearty support. Feb. 15, 1866, he was married to Kate Lee, a lady of culture and refinement, whose exquisite taste makes their beautiful home a pleasant place; to them
five children have been born, three of whom are living—AAilliam AV„ Guy L. and
LleweUyn ; the deceased were Stanley O. ancl one dying in infancy. Airs. Thomas
was born in Hancock Co, Ind, in 1848, and when quite young came to Troy.
Both are members of the Presbyterian Church, with which they have been connected
several years.
JOEL T. TH03ISON, undertaker, Troy ; another of the old and well-known
citizens of 3Iiami Co.; born in Troy, Sept. 8, 1819 ; was a son of Andrew and
Catharine (TuUis) Thomson. His father vvas born in Arirginia, and with his parents came to this county soon after the beginning of the present century ; he
served during the war of 1812, leaving his wife and two children in Troy ; after his
return he removed to Indiana, where he entered the land on which Aluncie now
stands, he being the first settler in that locality. After remaining three years in
the above place he returned to Troy in 1824, only to meet the summons of death
the night after his arrival. They were parents of six children, of whom the two
youngest alone survive—John F. ancl our subject; the deceased are Jane, Sarah,
Eliza, David and Aaron. The latter was killed by a cow the spring following his
father's decease. His mother died in 1861, aged 67 years ; his father dying when
he was yet young, the care and comfort of his mother depended on him as he grew
older ; he was bound to a gentleman for five years to learn the cabinet trade, and
after serving two and a half years, bought his time, went to Cincinnati, where he
completed his trade after three years' labor, doing work in various towns. Retuming to Troy in 1840, lie purchased an interest in an establishment, which he soon
sold and invested in another, and since has been identified with the interests of
Troy. In 1861, he ordered his hands to close up shop, that his country needed
him, and must go to her defense. The boys, aroused by his patriotism, suggested
that he remain and care for those who depended on them, and they would go, which
they did, causing the abandonment of the cabinet business, and the founding of an
undertaking establishment. Of the soldiers from this county who died in service
and were buried here, he has carried seventy-eight out of eighty-one to their last
resting-place. In the broad acceptation of the term, he is no political aspirant,
yet he has held many of the petty offices ofthe township. In 1841, he was married to Mahala Gilkerson, who has bome him eight children, six living—Emma,
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Charles E , Walter, 3Iary, Elmer E. and Nettie ; the deceased—Frances and Wilbur ; the latter, was robbed and murdered in Hartford, Conn, when 21 years of age.
Mrs. T. was born in Kentucky in 1824.
J O H N T. TULLIS ; born in Georgetown, Franklin Co, K y , July 14,
1794; at the age of 10 he came with his father, Aaron Tullis, to Lebanon,
Ohio, and in the succeeding year, 1805, the family- pushed on toward 31iami byway of Dayton ; leaving their father, mother and sister at the cabin of Col. Patterson, our subject, with the other boys, drove on with the wagons, cows and calves,
to the farm now owned by 3Ir. Turner, which then was all a forest; the cows and
horses were belled and turned loose, and the calves were tied up with ropes ; the
boys woke up next morning to find the horses gone, and the calves calling loudly
for their dams, which were not there ; 3Ir. T.'s father, having married a second
time, left the farm to him ; after remaining here some time, during which he was
elected Justice of the Peace, he disposed of his real estate and moved to Troy,
where he entered into the dry-goods business ; subsequently elected Surveyor, he
served for some time, and in 1841 was appointed Postmaster of Troy ; previous
to this, how-ever, he. in partnership with a 3Ir. Drake, published the Troy Times;
from this, he started a book-bindery and store, which, iu tliose early days, was not
very lucrative ; at this juncture, when 3Ir. T. was anxiously looking for a more
lucrative business, 3Ir. Alalin 3Iorris came into the store one day and asked him how
he would trade his store for his farm ; terms were agreed upon at once, and 3Ir. T.
once more became a farmer, the new purchase being located two miles west of Troy,
on the Covington pike; he put up a neat little cottage and prepared to end his
days here, but, his health failing, he was compelled a second time to remove to Troy,
where, Aug. 25.1877. he died : Air. T. was one of the early pioneers of this county,
and for a number of vears the last survivor of a familv of ten. Aug. 5. 1816. he
married 31argaret 3Iurray. born Jan. 6, 1796, who bore him a numerous family,
only one of whom. 3Iary, survives : after living together nearly three-score years,
his wife left him alone while she joined -; the immortal caravan. " Of the nine children born to them, Sarah, the oldest, died at 6 ; James AVatson studied medicine,
married a daughter of Dr. Lindsey, had five children, ancl died of consumption at
40 ; Gilbert died of consumption at 23 ; Henry Gilmore and Charles Bayless, born
1830—the former died in his 5th year, the latter in his 20th; Alary Tullis, the only
survivor, through severe sickness in early youth, became permanently afflicted in
mind and body, but was preserved to be the comfort of her parents in their declining years, a charge which she most nobly ancl unselfishly fulfilled. Though a most
devout Christian, eschewing the very appearance of evil and yielding not to temptation, 3Ir. Tullis was naturally disposed to look upon the gloomy side of life, so
much so that the cheerful voice of his wife and the studious care of his devoted
daughter could scarce remove his sadness.
3IRS. 3IARY AVASSERMAN. Troy. Airs. AVassermau and her husband have
a place, not only in the hearts of the citizens of Troy, but also in the record of
their county. John AA'asserman was born in Bavaria, and 3Iary Croner, in Wurtemberg, Germany, and were both young when they came from Germany ; when
John came to New Orleans, he had no money, and his passage was paid in work ;
he started AVest. working until he could get money enough to pay his way still
further. He was 22 years of age when he reached Piqua, and soon after formed a
partnership with Louis Schnyer, in the brewing business, which prospered greatly.
In 1848. he came to Trov. engaging in the same business for a vear. He was
married, in 1843, to Aliss Alary Croner. of Piqua ; they were the parents of thirteen
children, eleven survive—Cardine. Charlotta. Charles, Edward, Henrietta, Amelia,
William. George, Louis, Ida and Catharine ; Amelia married 3Ir. Charles Diehl, a
druggist of Cincinnati; Caroline is the wife of John W. Oblinger ; Edward married
3Iiss Bertha Lehman ; Henrietta is the wife of George F. Norton, of GarrettsviUe,
Ohio; Charlotta was wedded to William Leidel, of Troy. Soon after coming to
Troy, 3Ir. AVasserman engaged in the grocery business, and continued it for fortysix vears at the same stand. He was worth, at the time of his death, in 1878,
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about $34,000. He was an honorable business man, enjoying the confidence of all
with whom he associated in business. His sons, Charles and Edward, continue
the business at the old stand, and are doing well. Christopher Croner, the father
of 3Irs. Wasserman, was the first German in Piqua. lie was a baker by trade,
and, during their early life in that city, he furnished bread for 300 Indians, who
were encamped on the farm of Joseph Johnston. There were only- a few log huts
built on each side of the road, which is now Main street. 3Iany changes have been
made since then; the log cabins being replaced by endless blocks of brick and
business houses. 3Irs. AVasserman lives in the house which is rendered doubly
dear to her by the birth of her children and her long residence in it. She is well
provided for ; the children near by are doing well, ancl a source of great comfort.
REV. J. P. AVATSON, Pastor ofthe First Christian Church, Troy. Mr. Watson is descended from Welsh and English ancestry on the paternal, and from
English stock on the maternal, side ; his father, Elijah Watson, was the son of Rev.
Elijah AVatson, of East Andover. N. H , a Baptist minister, whose father, Natlian,
the third of his name, was born in AA7ales in 1729 ; he emigrated to New Hampshire in 1759, where, in 1819, aged 90 years, he died ; 3Ir. AVatson's paternal greatgrandfather, Josiah Sawyer, came from England to New Hampshire early in the
eighteenth century, and died, aged 90 years, in 1819 ; his mother was Eliza Palmer,
whose grandparents emigrated from England early in the eighteenth century, but
of whom he has little knowledge ; his ancestry served with distinction in the
Revolutionary war. Josiah P. AVatson. the subject of this sketch, was bora in
Lempster, N. H , June 29, 1838, and is, therefore, 42 years of age ; he is the fifth
of eight children ; when a babe of 3 months, his parents removed to Nashua,
N. H , in the schools of which city he received his education; at 15 years of age,
his parents removed to a farm near East Andover, N. H. ; at 16, he was converted,
was baptized in Highland Lake, and entered the Christian Church of the village ;
he at once felt seriously impressed that his life-work was to be that of the ministry ; before him, his grandfather and four uncles had been honored ministers ; he
was very active in general church-work during the winter, both in his home church
and in the schoolhouses around ; his strong natural sympathies led him much,
also, to the Township Infirmary, where he conducted worship ; in the spring of
1855, he held meetings in the adjoining town of Wilmot, visiting from house to
house and witnessing a limited work of grace ; singularly, the first person baptized
by him was a convert of this meeting ; July 1, the same year, and two days following his 17th birthday, he preached two sermons (his first) in the adjoining township of Hill; he now gave himself wholly to the ministry, and soon had much
work on his hands ; a revival began in Hill, which extended to another part of the
township, the adjoining townships of Danbury and AVilmot, and continued through
the fall and winter; June 13, 1856, in Wilmot, he was ordained to the ministry,
Revs. P. M. Hershey, W. H. Nason and John Burden officiating—the latter preaching the sermon ; the Sabbath following, two weeks to a day before he was 18 years
old, he organized a church in Wilmot and baptized seven adult persons ; the following winter he taught, and, in the spring, attended one session of the Andover
Institute, meanwhile preaching to three churches ; in the spring of 1857, he settled
with the Christian Church of Bradford, Vt, but, health failing, he resigned at the end
of three months and went to Illinois, where, in Ogle Co, he taught the following
winter and spring, having, meantime, no regular charge, yet preaching irregularly,
and seeing the most of his adult scholars converted : he resumed ministerial work
in the same county, in April, 1858, and in May. 1859, became Pastor of the Christian Church of Belvidere, the county seat of Boone Co, 111.; with this church he
remained nearly two years, and here, Oct. 13, 1859, he married Miss L. E. Witwer,
the daughter of John Witwer, Esq, of Rockford, 111.; Jan. 1, 1861, 3Ir. AVatson
became the Pastor of the Christian Church of Marion, Grant Co, Ind, and in
October following, with leave of absence from his church, he accepted the chaplaincy of the 12th Ind. V. I , holding the position until they were mustered out in
May, 1862, being, in their first enlistment, one-year men ; re-organizing, Mr. Wat-
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son was re-appointed chaplain, but, the regiment being immediately captured in
the battle of Richmond, K y , he resigned, and returned to his church in Marion,
where he remained one year. Until 1871, he preached in Iowa and Illinois,
nearly five years of the time with the Christian Church at Blackberry Station,
in Kane Co.; Jan. 1, 1871, he entered upon his duties as Pastor o f t h e Troy Christian Church, which office he still holds ; during this pastorate, he has witnessed
eighteen distinct revivals in his church in town and in schoolhouses about, and has
received into fellowship more than 450 members—the present membership of his
ohurch ; in addition to his pastoral work, he has done much general work ; for two
years he was Secretary of the 3Iiami Co. Sunday-School Union ; for ten y-ears he
has been Secretary of the Denominational Assurance Association, and for eight
years Secretary of the General 3Iission AVork of his denomination ; meantime, in
addition to numerous addresses on anniversary occasions. Odd Fellowship, Temperance, etc., he has published u A Alauual forthe Christian Pulpit," and edited the
biography of Rev7. A. J . Smith, a Baptist minister of this county ; this last work
has had an extensive sale, and is well received ; 31 r. Watson, for nearly twenty
years, has been a constant writer for the press, contributing to various papers
and magazines East and AVest: for the last twenty months, has averaged one
column and a half of matter for his weekly paper in Dayton, without a single
omission ; he enjoys and gratefully appreciates the general favor of the public, and
has been honored with ten annual and unanimous settlements with his church, between whom and himself there ever has been a most harmonious feeling. His
family consists of three sons—George 3Iilton, Frank Elijah, Charles Evans—and
one daughter—Jennie Palmer AVatson. Though he has seen more than a quarter
of a century in pulpit service, yet 3Ir. AVatson is comparatively young, more vigorous than ever, easily preaches three times on the Sabbath, and does more general
work than ever before ; withal, he does not esteem his labor hard ; would not willingly lessen i t ; prefers rather that, in the right direction, it should continue to expand on his hands, and has a hearty relish for i t ; his ambition is to honor his
office and prove himself helpful to his fellows : the reward he seeks is above.
AV. H. AVEDDLE, lumber-dealer, Pleasant Hill. W. H. Weddle, is, perhaps,
as well known as any man in the township : he is sole proprietor of the steam sawmill four miles west of Troy, on the Newton Pike : he was born in Newton Township April 29, 1838, and was the son of Isaac ancl Alargaret AA7eddle ; his early life
was passed in a grist-mill owned by his father, and he had educational advantages
that afforded him a practical education ; immediately after the war, he erected the
mill which has been of such service to the farmers in this neighborhood. I n
August. 1862, he enlisted and served until the close of the war, being honorably
discharged in May. 1865 ; he is the hero of twelve of the hardest-fought battles of
the war, viz, Winchester. 3Iine Run, Locust Grove, Battle of the AVilderness, Spottsylvania Court House, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, 3Ionocacy, Opequan, Fisher's
Hill, Cedar and Sailor's Creeks : this was the last battle fought by the Army of the
Potomac ; a wound was received at AVinchester, but he was not seriously disabled ;
he was a gallant soldier, and as such deserves a place in the history of Miami
County's gallant sons.
•-(
C. C. AVEILAND, of the firm of AATeiland & Lawton, dealers and manufacturers of furniture, Troy ; was born in AATayne Co, Ind.. in 1847, his boyhood days
being spent in the place of his nativity ; in 1856, he removed with his parents to
Hardin Co., Iowa, where he received his education, and was afterward engaged in
mercantile pursuits for ten years in Iowa Falls ; he then came to Troy, and for
four years was engaged in the dry-goods business, which he abandoned, and, in
partnership with another gentleman, engaged in the manufacture and sale of furniture ; his partner dying __.ugust. 1878, his interest wras purchased by a 3Ir. Lawton, his present partner ; they give employment to several skiUful workmen, who
manufacture a variety of plain, fancy and ornamental fumiture, which no house in
the city can compete with, and as honorable gentlemen, we commend them to the
public. In 1870, Mr. W. was married to 3Iary J . Kelly, who has bome him three
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children, viz, Elizabeth, John H. and Bertha ; he and his estimable lady are
members of the Baptist Church, of which he is Clerk, ancPalso Superintendent of
the Sabbath school.
G. K. WESTLAKE, farmer; P. 0. Troy. 3Ir. G. K. AVestlake, a life-time
resident of this county, is a son of Josias and Sally AVestlake, and was born in
Monroe Township. He has always followed the occupation of farming, prospering
in a substantial manner. He was married to Miss Alary I. Pearson, daughter of
Eli and Rebecca Pearson, Aug. 3, 1864, Rev. AVilliam Jay tying the matrimonial
knot. Her grandfather, Samuel Pearson, was among the earUest settlers in 31iami
Co. Both 3Ir. and 3Irs. AVestlake are descendants of early pioneers, ancl justly feel
proud of their ancestry. They commenced housekeeping upon the spot they now
live ; the old log house (a souvenir of early times) still stands, and was one of the
first houses built in this neighborhood; they have four children—Dora. Delia,
Viola and Eva, all of whom are intellectual and beautiful daughters, rapidly
acquiring an education. Air. AVestlake has erected a splendid brick residence upon
his farm, surrounding his family with many comforts. The farm is neatly kept,
and the revenue derived from it is a substantial one. Both himself and wife are
members of the Christian Church, as are also their two eldest daughters, Dora and
Delia. Politically, he is a Democrat, and one of the stanch kind. The family are
fond of literature, well supplied with books and periodicals. His father. Josias
Westlake, has lived in Alonroe Township, and is probably as well known as any
man in the county, possessed of great erudition, and wras formerly engaged in
teaching. He, also, by his continued prosperity, became very wealthy, and after
helping his children to obtain a good start in life, has nearly 200 acres left, which
brings him a fine income. He was elected Colonel of the O. Y. L. I , in 1836.
3Ir. Westlake and his wife will celebrate their fiftieth marriage anniversary this
faU should they live, and as the old people are still hale and hearty, there is every
' prospect of the event being celebrated. He was for five years School Examiner
of this county, and as such gave general satisfaction. Is a true Jacksonian
Democrat; reared a family of stalwart sons, who are also strong in the faith.
MARTIN A. AVHITE AI AN. retired, Troy ; born in the city of Philadelphia
in 1828, there attending the public schools until the year 1838, when he, with his
parents, emigrated to Auglaize Co, Ohio, and, from this date, followed farming
until 15 years of age. In 1843. he commenced the carpenter's trade at Piqua,
serving four years, after which he followed various pursuits for several years, when
he moved to Toledo, and about the year 1850 located in Troy, where, until 1876,
has been engaged in restaurant, grocery business, etc. At the above date he sold
his establishment, and retired from active business. Alanied Jane Sherrer in Trov
Dec. 27, 1863.
ELIHU S. WILLIA3IS. lawyer, Troy. Elihu Stephen AVilliams vvas born Jan.
24, 1835, near New Carlisle, Clark Co, Ohio, and is the son of Elder Henry AA'illiams and Elizabeth Williams, formerly Elizabeth Pettigrew. His parents were
bom in Virginia, where his mother remained until she was of age, his father being
brought to Ohio in 1807. when a child, and the family settled near New Carlisle,
where Elder H. AVilliams now lives. The subject of our sketch worked on a farm
until 16 y7ears of age, getting what education he could in the winter schools of the
country district in which his parents resided. Not satisfied with that outlook, he
demanded of his father that he should be sent regularly to school; his father told
him if he wanted a better education than he was getting at home, to get it himself:
the boy took him at his word, and with $1.50 in his pocket, started out in life for
himsell*; he worked among the farmers until he got money enough to pay his
board for a few months, then, under the tuition of 3Ir. Arnott, of Troy, he fitted
himself to pass examination for a teacher's certificate, which he obtained, and
taught school the following winter in Brandt, Miami Co.; by working in the summer and teaching in the winter, he struggled on until he obtained a fair education.
In 1858, he commenced reading law in the office of F. P. Cuppy7, Esq, of Dayton,
Ohio, and by working in the summer and teaching school he supported himself
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until February, 1861, at which time he was admitted to practice by the Supreme
Court of Ohio. After closing a school in which he was then engaged, he went to
Southern Illinois to select a location to follow his profession; while there, Fort
Sumter was fired upon, and the nation had need of her young men ; he took the
first train north for the purpose of enlisting, but, before he reached home, Ohio's
quota was full; he then went to 3Iercer Co., Ohio, and hung out his shingle in
Celina. but, in a few weeks, the second call for troops was made, whereupon he took
the stump for v-olunteers, in 3Iercer Co, (then, as now-, one of the strongholds of
Democracy), and raising a company of fifty-six men, conducted them to Camp Todd,
at Troy, Ohio, and went into the ranks as a private; here the 71st 0 . Y. I. was
organized, and on Oct. 5. 1861, he was elected First Lieutenant of Company A ; he
was commissioned Feb. 14, 1862, and promoted to Captain Feb. 10, 1863; he was
in the battle of Shiloh, leaving a sick-bed to fight with the boys he enlisted ; the
Captain being slightly wounded in the morning, 3Ir. AA7illiams had command of the
company during the bloody battle of Sunday, holding his men in the front of the
fight until night closed the contest: he was with the four companies of this regiment stationed at Ft. Donelson, and was in the fight at Donelson, where their
four companies defeated Col. AVoodward's regiment, who had captured Col. Rodney
3Iason ancl the other six companies of this regiment at Clarksville, Tenn.; he was
promoted to the command of Co. H, and was with the regiment in all its marches
and skirmishes until September, 1863, when, although the fifth Captain in the line
of his command, he was given charge of three companies aud a section of artillery,
sent by the General commanding to take charge of the Post, at Carthage, Tenn, one
hundred and fifty miles by river above Nashville ; this post was established by
Gen. Crook, with a division, ancl afterward held by Gen. Spears with a brigade ;
there was a large amount of Government stores accumulated at this point, for the
use of the army, which could not be removed on account of the low stage of water
in the Cumberland River ; this post was thirty-six miles from any support, and the
confederate commands of Col. Hughes and Col. Hamilton, estimated from 1,000 to
1. 500 men, were in striking distance of Carthage ; Gen. Payne afterward told Capt.
AA'illiams that he did not expect the post to be held a week, but he could not spare
any more troops, and, from what he had heard of him. he knew the rebels would
not get the place without a hard fight; Capt. Williams not only held the post until
the river raised and the stores were removed, but kept his troops vigilant and
active, and. with the aid of captured horses, mounted part of his command, driving
the guerrillas from the countiy ; before Christmas he had captured or killed a rebel
soldier for every man in his command, and. by the spring of 1864. had recruited a
regiment of loyal Tennesseeans, which, under the command of Col. Garrett, did
effective service for the Federal cause ; Carthage was then made a recruiting station, and. by the petition of Union citizens, and the request of Andrew Johnson, then
3Iilitary Governor of Tennessee, Capt. Williams was detailed for service in organizing Tennessee troops, and remained in Carthage until the close of the war. participating in every movement against the enemy in that part of Tennessee, and rendering effective service against the forces of the rebel Gen. AVheeler in his famous
raid through Aliddle Tennessee. After the war closed. Capt. AVilliams remained in
Smith Co, Tenn, and engaged in the practice of law. taking an active part in the
reconstruction of Tennessee, being a member of the first convention held for that
purpose in Nashville. In April, 1865. he was commissioned District Attorney for
the Sixth Judicial District of Tennessee, and held that position until the summer
of 1867. when he resigned, to accept the nomination as Republican candidate for
the Legislature, to represent the district of Sumner, Sraith and 3Iacon Cos.; after
an exciting and dangerous canvass, he was elected by a handsome majority, receiving the largest vote ever polled for the Republican party in those counties; he
served for two years in what is known as the Radical Legislature of Tennessee, taking an active part in all the leading measures, retiring at the close of the term with
the confidence of his party and respect of his opponents. He was married May 31,
1866, to Alice Gordon, daughter of Dr. Wiley- B. and A'irginia Gordon (the daughter
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of Gen. Russwum). In 1869, Capt. Williams refused to be a candidate for any
political office, and remained on his farm until the year 1875, taking an active
share, however, in the battles of the Republican party, all the more earnest because
that party was here proscribed and persecuted, and hopelessly in the minority. In
vJanuary, 1875, he entered into a partnership with his brother H. H. Williams, at
Troy, Ohio, and moved his family to that place, where he now resides, busily
engaged in the practice of his profession.
HENRY H. WILLI A3IS, Judge of County Court, Troy. Judge H. H. AVilliams
was born in New Carlisle, Clark Co, Ohio, Feb. 9, 1840 ; his grandfather, Henry
Williams, was one of the pioneers of Clark Co., having emigrated from A'irginia
with his family, and settled near New Carlisle in 1806 ; his parents were Henry
Williams and Elizabeth Pettigrew, who were the parents of five children, of whom
our subject is the third ; his youth was passed upon the farm, after which he
attended a brief academic course at Linden Hill Academy, under the tuition of
Prof. Thomas Harrison ; after a term spent in teaching, he entered the law office of
Messrs. Conklin & 3Iatthews, at Sidney, Ohio. At the beginning of the war, he
enlisted as a private in the 15th 0. V. I , and served through the following summer;
in December, 1861, he again enlisted in the 71st 0. A7. I , and served as a private
until discharged in 1863 ; was engaged in the battle of Philippi, in the AlcClellan
campaign, of 1861 ; also the battles of Columbus, Miss, and Shiloh, in which
last engagement he was wounded in the right hip and disabled for life ; he was
taken prisoner by the rebels, but after a four months' confinement paroled and
exchanged, receiving his discharge on account of disability, in 1863. Resuming the
study of law, he was admitted to the bar in Sidney in September, 1864, and soon after
opened an office in Troy ; his health failing, business was discontinued until 1870 ;
in the fall of 1871 he was elected Prosecuting Attorney, and re-elected in 1873. thus
making his term of office four years ; in December, 1877, he was appointed by
Gov. Young, Common Pleas Judge of the Second Judicial District of Ohio, to fill the
vacancy caused by the death of Judge Geo. D. Burgess; and was, in October, 1878,
elected to the same position without opposition, which office he still holds. His
rank as a lawyer is second to none in the district, and his administrations as Judge
give almost universal satisfaction ; is held in high regard by the legal fraternity for
his high sense of duty, his splendid social acquirements and his sterling integrity.
His marriage was celebrated Feb. 25, 1864, wedding 3Iiss Eloise J. Anderson, of
Miami Co, Ohio ; four children now brighten their home—3Iaggie, 3Iinnie. Gracie
and Harry Lloyd. Judge AVilliams is a stanch Republican, and the embodiment
of honor, truth and justice.
ROBERT 31. WILSON, farmer ; P. 0. Troy. Robert 31. Wilson, one of the
popular young farmers whom we are pleased to notice, is a direct descendant of
one of the first families of this township, his father, John AVilson, having lived
here for the past thirty-five years ; Robert was born March 6, 1848, upon the farm
where his father now resides, and his occupation from choice has been that of a
farmer; he is now comfortably located on a nice farm of his own, in full view of
the homestead, surrounded by relatives and friends. Sept. 17,1873, he was united
in marriage to 3Iiss Allie D. Brown, the Rev. I. L. Griffith performing the marriage ceremony, at the Bethel Christian Church, fully 1,000 persons witnessing the
marriage of two of their popular young friends ; they are now the parents of two
lovely children—Clarence Wilford, was bom Oct. 9,1875, and Viona 3Iay, 3Iay 28,
1879 ; they are the sunshine of their parents" home, and give promise of great
intellectuality ; 3Irs. AVilson was born June 17, 1853. and is the daughter of
George 31. and Annie Brown, who have also been for many years residents of the
county : they7 were the parents of four children—Alonzo, Estella, 3Iollie and Allie
(now the wife of Robert AVilson). They are both members of the Christian Church,
and Mr. Wilson is a prominent member of the I. O. 0. F , and of Concord Grange.
We predict for the young couple a long and happy life, surrounded by friends and
everything necessary to secure their happiness.
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ABNER R. WINANS, carriage manufacturer, Troy. Abner R. Winans is a
manufacturer of carriages and spring wagons, and is otherwise known by his
political and religious influence in the city ; he was bora at Rahway, N. J , and his
parents emigrated thence to 3Iiami Co. in 1849. His marriage to Miss 3Iary Holliday was celebrated July 22. 1859. and their chiidren are named respectively
Nellie V., Charles A, Lulu 31.. Gertie and Warren. Air. AVinans' parents, Abner
and 3Iary (Brant) Winans, were both born in Essex Co., N. J. The wife of the
subject of this sketch is an Illinois lady ; her mother was born in South Carolina,
and her father in A'irginia. Both 31r. and 3Irs. Abner AVinans are members of
the Presbyterian Church ; their home is a model of neatness, taste and skill being
everywhere displayed.
C. D. AVRIGHT. attorney at law. Troy : born in Aliami Co. (of English
ancestiy) January 1.1842 ; is a son of Jefferson and grandson of Nathan Wright,
a native of Alaryland. and one of the early pioneers of 3Iiami Co, locating here
about 1806. Jefferson AA7right was born on the farm upon which Nathan entered,
and upon this passed his days in agiicultural pursuits, his deatii occurring Oct. 31,
1876. He was united in marriage to Elizabeth Davis, a native of Troy, by which
union five children were born, of whom one son and three daughters are living.
Our subject obtained the advantage of the common schools of his district, and,
after attending one winter in Troy, entered the National Normal School at Lebanon,
Ohio, April 1, 1862, graduating in August, 1864 ; served as musician for a period
in the 87th 0. A7. I. ; on leaving college, for sometime followed farming, and
taught school during the winters ; later he devoted his time to reading law through
the summer until 3Iay 1, 1870 ; he was admitted to the bar, and has ever since
followed his profession ; has been successful to that extent that he now enjoys an
extensive and lucrative practice ; in 1870, he was elected a Justice of the Peace,
served three years, was re-elected and after serving two years resigned ; in 1868, he
was the Assessor of the east precinct of Concord Township, and, in 1875, was
elected Prosecuting Attorney, serving two years, was re-elected and served until
January 1, 1880, serving four terms. 3Ir. Wright has been twice married, first in
1869 to 3Iinnie, daughter of Robert Freeman, of Bethel Township ; she dying the
same year. In 1873, he was united in marriage with Jennie, daughter of Joseph
Stuart, who was born in Troy ; by which union they have one son and one daughter—William B. and Laura 31. In ending this sketch, we cannot refrain from
adding that 31 r. Wright is truly one ofthe self-made and self-educated men, having
obtained his education by his own toil and exertion, working and teaching and
thereby obtaining the necessary means to equip him well for life's battle.
GEORGE. H. ZIEGLER, farmer; P. 0. Troy. We are pleased to notice the
name of 3Ir. George H. Ziegler among the many who are mentioned in this work,
connected as he is with one of the most worthy families in the county ; his residence
in this neighborhood dates back more than a quarter of a century ; he was formerly
connected in Troy with business interests, but, for the past twenty-two years, has
from choice followed the occupation of farming ; he is a native of Pennsylyania,
and was born in Adams Co. Aug. 10. 1830, and his parents, Jacob and Hannah
Ziegler, living in town, he had the opportunity of procuring a good education. He
was married to 3Iiss Eleanor Green Jan. 1.1857, who is a daughter of AA'illiam and
Cassie Green, true pioneers, both born in this county in 1808. The married life
of 3Ir. and 3Irs. Ziegler has been a happy one, and neither of them has ever had
cause to regret the day upon which their troth was plighted ; they have been the
parents of five children—Addie, was born Jan. 19. 1858 : Emma. Oct. 25. 1860 ;
AVilliam S, Jan. 6, 1863 ; Joseph G, Oct. 24, 1867 ; Laura Dell, Sept. 14, 1872 ;
three of these children are now living—Emma E.. AVilliam S. and Joseph G. ; they
all reside at this time with their parents, and are such children, both mentally and
morally, as do credit to the parents, who, by both precept and example, gave them
instruction. 3Ir. Ziegler resides on the farm of his wife's brother, Dr. j . H. Green,
and the excellent taste everywhere visible, ranks both himself and wife among our
model farmers and housekeepers ; they7 are both members of the Troy Baptist
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Church, and are also connected with Concord Grange; 3Ir. Ziegler is also connected
officially with the public schools in his district, and, as an official, cannot fail of
giving satisfaction ; both himself and wife are public-spirited, honorable persons,
enjoying the confidence of all who know them.
GEORGE ZIEGENFELDER, merchant, Troy ; born in Saxony, Germany, in
the year 1820 ; is a son of Simon P. and Gertrude Ziegenfelder, who were born in
the same State. In 1835, his father and one brother came to America and located
in Cincinnati; in 1836, our subject, his mother and other members of the family
came, and for awhile resided in the above place ; in 1840, 3Ir. Ziegenfelder located
in Troy, and the year following was joined by the balance of the family, who made
Troy a permanent home ; his father died in 1858, aged 62 years ; his mother
departed this life in Piqua, in 1846, aged 46 years ; they were parents of eleven
children, three living. Our subject received his education in the common schools
in his native country, and there a common-school education implies more than it
does in our own country. In 1841, 3Ir. Z. embarked in the grocery business, which
he successfully carried on till 1859 after which he engaged in milling, a business
he followed until 1877, and again embarked in a general merchandising business,
in which he is now engaged, in partnership with 3Ir. Stein. The above gentlemen
constitute one of the most successful and enterprising business firms in Troy.
In 1842 Mr. Z. was married to Catherine Bucka, who has borne him eleven children,
eight living—Charles, George, Lewis, AA7alter, Alaggie, Clara, Christy and Estella ;
the deceased are Simon P , John P.. and one dying in infancy, viz, Lizzie. He
and his estimable wife are members of the Lutheran Church, of which they have
been members since childhood, and are exemplary Christian people. 3Ir. Ziegenfelder is President of the church organization in Troy, and one of the Directors of
the First National Bank of 3Iiami Co. He sustains the reputation of being liberal
and generous to a fault, having donated nearly one-half the money that built the
beautiful little church that adorns the town.

NEWBERRY TOWNSHIPCLARK ADxAMS, retired farmer ; P. 0. Covington ; a son of Philip and
Phoebe (Travis) Adams, natives of New York State, who were niarried there in
1808 ; came to Warren Co, Ohio, in 1823 ; removed to 3Iiami Co. in 1831, where
he purchased a number of tracts of land east of Covington, nearly a section being
in Washington Townsliip. 3Ir. Adams resided in the Harrison's Creek neighborhood two or three years, during which time he built on his land, and then removed
to Washington Township, and remained a resident of that townsliip until his
decease, which occurred in 1874, he being in the 91st year of his age. His wife
survived him about six years, and died quite recently at the age of 89. They
had a family of eleven children, ten of whom grew to maturity, and nine are now
living, seven of whom are residents of this county. 3Ir. Adams, Sr, was an industrious, useful citizen ; he improved about half of his original purchase and sold
the balance unimproved; he took au active part in politics. His father was a
soldier in the Revolutionary war, and he of the war of 1812, and there were three
sons and seven grandsons in the war of the rebellion. 3Iother Adams was an
active member of the 3Iethodist Church, and both were very much respected.
Clarke was next to the youngest child ; was born in 1827, and remained on the
farm with his parents during his minority. He was married in 1854 to Miss
Mary E , daughter of 3Iarshall and Elizabeth (Boggs) 3Iorgan. Her father was a
native of Kentucky, her mother was born and raised in Miami Co. Their decease
occurred in Iowa after the daughter's marriage. 3Ir. Adams remained at the old
homestead, and had the care of his aged parents ; in 1862, he built a fine residence
on the old homestead. During the war, he left his farms to the care of his wife,

NEWBERRY TOWNSHIP.

,

725

and served in the Ohio National Guards, of which he was a member five years.
I n 1878, he built his present neat and commodious residence, which is situated on
the North Piqua Pike, near the eastern limits of the corporation of Covington ; he
still owns the old homestead in Washington Township, and also a 58-acre tract in
same neighborhood; his time is now occupied in looking after his property and
such money speculations as may offer the best opportunity for profit. Mr. and
3Irs. Adams are both worthy members of the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church, and
respected, useful members of society. They have three children living—Aunie,
now 3Irs. Andrew Orr, of Illinois ; Luella, now 3Irs. Andrew Frank, of Washington
Township, and Clara, a voung lady at home.
B. F. ALBAUGH,"farmer, etc.; P. 0 . Covington. B. F. Albaugh is a s o n of
Samuel Albaugh, a native of North Carolina, who came to Ohk) in 1829, and entered
land in Union Township, this county, and lived upon it until his decease; he was
magistrate in that township a great many years. B. F. was born 3Iay 22, 1836, in
this county-; was raised upon a farm and received a common-school education ; has
been engaged in teaching school for twenty7-seven years, and was Superintendent
ofthe AVest 3Iilton school ; he is now occupied in farming, and in connection with
it, he owns one of the finest and best arranged floral gardens in the county ; they contain all the choicest and rarest flowers and fruits that are kept in any first-class
garden in the country7 ; he is also extensively engaged in the manufacture of
molasses, making from eight to ten thousand gallons per year ; since he began the
business, he has manufactured over one hundred thousand gallons. He married
Miss Priscilla, a daughter of Thaddeus and Eliza 3Iendenhall ; her father was a
native of South Carolina, her mother of Virginia. They have eight children—Emma
A , married to Dr. 3Iorr, of Troy ; Clarence 3 1 , Dora A , Lillian, Edwin S , Herbert, Ellis and Ray. 3Ir. Albaugh contributes many useful and interesting articles
that are published in the Cincinnati Gazette.
R. 31. ALBERY, saw-milling, Covington. R. 31. Albery vvas b o m i n Franklin Co, Ohio, Aug. 26, 1842 ; his father, J o h n 31. Albery, a native of Licking Co,
Ohio, died in Iowa, in the year 1871. R. 31. was raised and educated upon the
farm ; in 1862, he learned the house carpenter trade ; served two years as an
apprentice in Ohio, then went to Califomia and served one year there ; he worked
three years as journeyman, then contracted jobs, and carried on the business for
six years ; returned to Ohio and married Miss Hannah, a daughter of Hezekiah
Fowler, of Randolph Co, Ind. Their marriage occurred Dec. 22, 1872. I n the
year 1873, he located in 3Iiami Co, and purchased the saw-mill and privileges,,
about one mile south of Covington, on the Dayton & Covington Pike ; he has a
No. 1 water-power mill, and all the custom work he can do. 3Ir. Albery has
since added more land and a residence, making 37 acres of valuable property. They
had three children—3Iartin S., 31 orris AA7. and Richard F.
B A E R BROTHERS, millers, proprietors of Falls AliUs, Covington. This mill is
one of the early industries of the vicinity of Covington ; it was built by George W.
Smith, of Dayton, in 1838 ; 3Ir. S. came here in 1837 with skilled help (he never resided here, but did business here several years), and first built a saw-mill, which he
used to prepare the material for a flour-mill and distillery, both of which he completed and operated ; the present firm, Baer Brothers, came into possession in 1875 ;
H. H. Baer, the senior member, began milling here in 1869, first learned the business, then operated the mill on shares, and, in 1875, the brother, B. F , became
associated with him ; they have improved the mill by placing in new machinery,
including the ;i patent process," and they now have capacity to grind 200 bushels
of grain per day ; the power is supplied by Greenville Creek, and the whole
machinery driven by a thirty-inch wheel, whicn is of the famous " Ross Patent "
pattem ; the mill is situated on the pike, just below the beautiful Greenville Falls,
which gives them twenty-eight feet head and fall; Baer Brothers are young men
of ability, possessed of the experience and knowledge to make a success, which is
already proven by the large patronage they are receiving.
EE
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HA3IILTON BART3IESS, dealer in harness, etc, Covington. 3fr. Bartmessa native of Washington Co, 3ld, was born in 1816 ; his parents came to Montgomery Co, Ohio, in 1820, and there Hamilton grew to manhood ; in 1836, he
came to Covington to leam the harness-maker's trade, and when he had completed
his apprenticeship, bought out his boss, and has continued the business here ever
since ; his shop and salesroom are located on High street, the demands of his
trade keeping four hands constantly employed ; 3Ir. Bartmess is one of the oldest
continuous resident business men in Covington. He was mamed, in 1840, to
Miss Jane T, daughter of John Barber, who was one of the early residents of
Newberry Township ; they commenced housekeeping soon after their marriage, in
the house in which they now reside, having never moved during the forty years of
their married life ; ttfe issue of this maniage has been eight children, six of whom
survive.
MICHAEL BASHORE, retired farmer ; P. 0. Covington ; born in Juniata
Co., Penn. ; emigrated to Ohio about the year 1835, ancl located first in Greene Co.,was in such limited circumstances that the end-gate of the wagon-bed vvas used for
a table for several years ; the union of industry and economy has rewarded him with
success, as he is to-day one of the most reliable and highly-respected citizens of
the township ; he has lately given $60,000 to his children in lands and property.
While living in Greene Co., he followed teaming for seven years ; then removed to
Darke Co, purchased some land, and was engaged in farming until the year 1872,
when he had a stroke of paralysis, which prevented him from laboring ; he remained in Darke Co. until 1859, then removed to this county, and is now residing
in Covington. He married 3Iiss Henrietta Senseman, of his native county ; they
had six children, of whom five are living—William H , Benjamin F , Charles, Jacob S. and Susan B.
R. F. BENNETT, Superintendent Preparatory School, Covington. Mr. Bennett is a native of 3Iiami Co. : was bom in AVashington Township, in 1836 ; was
raised on the farm ; received the benefit of the common district and Piqua public
schools, and a partial course at the Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware, and
has made teaching his profession; he came to Covington in 1863, when he took
charge of the public school, and has continued its Principal ever since ; the record
of the school is the best compliment we can give to his ability as instructor and
Superintendent; when he took charge, the school was in a chaotic state, with about
250 pupils, and four teachers ; since then, the school has been graded, system and
efficiency have taken the place of chaos ; a new building has been erected, and
there are now eight teachers and nearly 500 pupils, and the school ranks with the
best public schools for efficiency. 3Ir. Bennett is a successful teacher and Superintendent, and a useful,, respected citizen. He was married in 1867 to 3Iiss Fanny,
daughter of Dr. David Jordan, deceased, lately of Piqua. As 3Ir. Bennett comes of
pioneer stock, it will not be out of place here to trace, somewhat, his ancestry. He is
the son of Enoch and 3Iargaret (Withgott) Bennett, who came to 3Iiami Co. in
1834, and located in Washington Township, and are now residing on a farm near
Piqua, to which they removed in 1840 ; each is now 80 years of age ; the parents
of each were pioneers in the vicinity of Chillicothe, his parents having removed
from Pennsylvania and hers from 3Iaryland, as early as 1800. The Bennetts were
pioneers in America, having accompanied William Penn, and were Quakers. The
Withgotts were Welsh, and Episcopalians ; the first of these who came to America
was forced into service on board a British vessel which sailed to America ; when
leaving port, he jumped overboard and swam safely to shore.
A. E. BILLINGSLEY, farmer ; P. 0. Covington. A. E. Billingsley, born in
Fayette Co, Penn, in the year 1819, is a brother of Thomas Billingsley, whose
biography appears in this work. He was raised upon a farm, and in early life
learned the carpenter's trade, following the business for twenty years. In 1862,
he enUsted in 83d O. V. I.; was commissioned First Lieutenant; was in the battle
of Vicksburg, and in several other engagements. In 1863, he resigned on account
of ill health contracted in the service ; since that time, has been engaged in farm-
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ing. He married 3Iiss 31. E , a daughter of Amos Tucker, a native of New Jersey.
They had eight children, five living—Jennie, Hattie 31, 3Iary A, John A. and
Lida A.
TH03IAS BILLINGSLEY, fanner; P. 0. Covington ; is a son of James
Billingsley, a native of 3Iaryland ; he came to Ohio about 1816, and located in Warren Co., then moved to Hamilton Co. In 1832, he came to this township and
entered the farm where Thomas now lives ; he lived upon it until his decease, which
occurred at the ripe old age of 97 years. Thomas Billingsley was bom Jan. 7,1823 ;
came here with his parents, and helped to clear off the farm where he now resides.
He married 3Iiss 3Iary E , daughter of George Luckey, a native of this State ; they
had three children, of whom one is living—John E.
MRS. L. G. BLACK, widow, farmer ; P. 0. Covington. 3Irs. L. G. Black is
the widow of Rev. F. G. Black. In speaking of those who are gone, we feel that
this history would not be complete, without a personal mention of 3Ir. Black. He
was a native of Jefferson Co, Ky, born 3Iarch 9, 1808; educated in the Old
School Presbyterian Church, and professed religion when 17 years of age. Three
years later, he left the Old School Church, connected himself with the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, ancl was ordained minister in that church. In 1840, he
moved to Lebanon, AA'arren Co.. Ohio, and was Pastor of the church in that
place for thirteen years; in April, 1853, he moved to CentervUle, Ind.,
was Pastor there for thirteen years; and in April, 1866, he came to
Covington, where he vvas Pastor of the church until his death, 3Iarch 5, 1871 ; he
died while holding a revival in his church ; when he fell, he said they should let
him die, for he had the harness on, and was ready to go ; he was a faithful servant,
always serving the 3Iaster. His death was a great loss to the church and community. 3Ir. Black's marriage with 3Iiss Kate Frederic, of his native place, was
celebrated Dec. 11, 1851 ; they had nine children, of whom five are living—P. F ,
William H., Pastor ofthe First Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Perm.,
Chauncey, Ida K. and 3Iattie Bell.
GEORGE BOEHRINGER, Covington. Among the business enterprises of
Covington, the manufacturing firm, composed of Daniel Face. George Boehringer
and Henry Dress, doing business under the firm name of Dodd, Face & Co, deserve
a more than passing notice. This enterprise was first started in 1871. The present
firm took possession in 1878. The factory now is a two-story frame structure
96x36 feet, and is supplied with the necessary machinery for the work in which
they are engaged. They employ fifteen to twenty hands constantly, and are
turning out and shipping an average of one car-load of stock every week. 3Ir.
Boehringer is the superintendent and manager, and has been connected with the
enterprise from its infancy to the present time. He was born in Germany in 1828 ;
came to America in 1851 ; spent about four years in Philadelphia working at his
trade (house carpenter), then came to Covington and began working at his trade
here. 3Iany of the houses in Covington and vicinity are the products of his labor
and supervision. His business gradually developed—to his shop was added a
saw-mill, then a planing mill, and finally the necessary machinery for the manufacture of hubs, spokes, rims, etc. Finally the saw-mill was sold, and his shop
became a hub, spoke and binding factory, which has developed a quite extensive
business. 3Ir. Boehringer has not only been directly connected with the growth
and development of this factory, but also of that of the town and vicinity, and
he is still an active, enterprising citizen. He was married in Philadelphia in
1852 to 3Iiss Cathrena Haller ; they have had nine children, seven of whom are
living.
EZEKIEL BOGGS. farmer and carpenter ; P. 0. Covington. Ezekiel Boggs,
farmer and carpenter, is a son of Aaron Boggs, a native of this county, who, when
18 years of age, went to Kentucky and lived, there seven years, he then moved
back to Ohio and located in Shelby Co.: lived there three years, then came to
this county and purchased a farm about one mUe north of Covington, and lived
upon it until his death. Ezekiel Boggs was bom in Kentucky in the year 1838 ;
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raised a fanner, and has followed the occupation most of his life. Mr. B , being
naturally handy with tools, about twelve years ago contracted to build a house,
and since that time has w-orked mostly at carpentering. He has twice been married—first with Eve, a daughter of Henry Etter ; she died Nov7. 8, 1866, leaving
two children—Henry L. and Ida Alice ; his second marriage was with Esther C.
Coats, Dec. 27, 1869 ; they7 have five children—Mary A, Anna 3Iay, James Q,
Aaron and Elizabeth.
DAVID C. BOSSERMAN, farmer ; P. 0. Bradford. David, a son of Isaac
Bosserman, a native of Adams Co.. Penn, came to Ohio about the year 1833, and
located first in Darke Co, living there about twenty-six years ; in 1860, he moved
into this county and purchased a farm about one mile north of Bradford, where he
now resides. He married 3Iiss Lydia, a daughter of Jacob AVarner, an old soldier
of the Indian war; they had four cliildren, three living—Solomon AV, David C.
and Emma F.; David C. was born in Darke Co. Aug. 30, 1859 ; was raised upon a
farm ; he has lately been to Michigan, where he expects to make his home.
REV. RICHARD BRANDON, farmer and preacher; P. 0. and residence.
Covington. Although not an old resident of Covington, he has been identified
with the growth of this vicinity, having been born near Arersailles in 1820 ; his
father died when he was a baby, and when 8 years of age, Richard was driven
from home by a step-father, battling with the world from that time ; when 19
years of age, he taught school. He was married, Jan. 2, 1841, to Hannah Bayman, also of Darke Co.; soon after his marriage, he was ordained a minister of the
Christian denomination, and has continued an honored and useful minister of the
Gospel ever since, his field of labor embracing churches in Darke, Alontgomery and
Miami Cos, but he has been preaching more or less in this county for the past forty
years ; he is the present Pastor of the Union Church, located about two miles
south of Troy7, and also of the Greenville Creek Church, located about four miles
west of Covington; in 1863, he purchased a farm two miles west of Covington,
which he still owns, and where he resided until 1876, when he removed to his residence in Covington, which is a neat, commodious brick structure, located at the
junction of the Troy pike and High street. Mr. and 3Irs. Brandon, although
quite advanced in years, are still active, reliable members of the church ; they
have four children living—Minerva (now 3Irs. Jeremiah Thompson, of Darke Co.),
Thomas A, Alexander B. and AVilliam H , all residents of this county, and all
members of the Christian Church.
D. C. BRANSON, farmer; P. O. Covington. D. C. Branson, farmer, is a son
of Moses N. Branson, who was a native of New Jersey ; came to Ohio in the year
1820, located in Lost Creek Township, in this county, and lived there until his
death, which occurred in 1877 : D. C is a native of this county, was educated a
farmer, had a common-school education, taught school in his younger days several
years, and since has been engaged in farming ; 3Ir. Branson is highly respected
by the citizens of 3Iiami Co.; he has held several public offices ; was 31agistrate
three terms, County Commissioner one term, and is one of the present Trustees of
this township. He married 3Iiss Charlotte D , a daughter of George Suber, of this
county ; they had eight children—AVillis, John, Franklin, Harriet, Caroline, Sarah,
Lydia and Angeline.
WILLIAM A. BROWNE, publisher, Covington. Among the business enterprises of Covington none are of more general interest than the home paper. The first
attempt to publish a paper here was made by S. AA7". Eley, and the first issue of the
Stillwater Valley Gazette was brought out by him in July, 1870, the enterprise being
quite liberally supported by the citizens of this vicinity, but, for some reason, the editor did not succeed in building it up, but on the contrary, the patronage declined
until the present editor, Mr, Wm. A. Browne, took it in charge in 1874 ; he changed
its style from a four to an eight column sheet, its name to the Covington Gazette, and
otherwise improved it, receiving an increased patronage as his reward ; in 3Iarch,
1879, Mr. Browne bought out the company which had previously owned it, becoming proprietor as weU as editor, and is now doing a very satisfactory business. The
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press upon which the Gazette is printed is an old-style double-end Adams, and is •
said to be the first press used on State work in Columbus ; what offices it may
have graced since, we are unable to state, but it now turns off very good work.
31 r. Browne, born in Pennsylvania in 1842. is a son of the Rev. AV. A. Browne
(deceased), who was a member of the 3Iaryland 31. E. Conference, also brother to
3Iiss Emma Alice Browne, known as a contributor to the New York Ledger and
other periodicals ; when he was 12 years of age, he entered the office of the Cecil
County Whig, and has been an occupant of a printing office ever since, during
which time he has worked in many different offices in different parts of the United
States ; was an employe in the office of the St. Louis Republican, and several years
also of the Cincinnati Times, Commercial and Enquirer. It will be seen from the
foregoing that 3Ir. B. is a self-made editor; the printing office furnished both
means and opportunity for his education, making it intensely practical, and eminently- fitting him for the position which he now occupies ; through his energy, the
Covington Gazette has come to be an established and successful fact, a credit to
the town and a great benefit to this part of 3Iiami Co.; his lively- editorials will be
long ancl gratefully remembered by the pioneers of the Dayton, Covington & Toledo
Narrow Gauge Railroad. He was married in 1864 to 3Iiss Sadie Hawkins, of St.
Louis ; they have five children.
D. J . BUCHANAN, retired farmer ; P. 0 . Covington ; one of the old residents
of Newberry Township; is a son of Geo. Buchanan, who was a native of Rockingham Co, Va., and married Nancy Cassady, a native of Rockbridge Co, Va.; they
came to Ohio in 1803, ancl located at Deerfield. AATarren Co.; removed to 3Iilton,
3Iiami Co, in the fall of 1807 or spring of 1808, where he remained until the war
of 1812. in which he was a soldier, being Captain of a company of " frontier
guards," and in charge of the supply depot at the junction of Greenville Creek
and the Stillw r ater—then called Fort Rowdy, now Covington ; in the beginning of
the war, he removed his fiunily to the east side of Stillwater, just over the county
line, into 3Iontgomery Co., which place continued to be his home until 1830, when
he removed to a farm in Sec. 6, Newberry Township, where he spent the remainder
of his days : he was a carpenter and cabinet-maker by trade, and the son now has
some articles of furniture that were both designed and made by him, which indicate
originality of genius as well as a good degree of workmanship, valuable relics of
olden times ; he was promoted Colonel of militia after the war in ,: training days,"
andwas an active and respected citizen ; both lie and his wife were members of the
Christian Church, and he vvas identified with the interests of 3Iiami Co. from its
formation until his decease, which occurred in 1862. he being in his 83d year; his
widow survived him nine years, and died in her 88th year : they had a family of
two sons and six daughters, four of whom became residents of this county and
three of them still reside here. D. J., one of the younger children, was bora in
1817, and grew to manhood during the formation period of 3Iiami Co.; was raised
on a farm, ancl has been actively engaged in farming all his life until about four
years since, when he retired from active labor ancl removed to his residence in Covington, which is a substantial, commodious structure, handsomely located at the
intersection of AVall street and the Piqua pike: he has also been an active and
respected, though unassuming, citizen ; was Trustee three years, and has repeatedly refused offers of office : is now living a quiet, retired life ; his farm is now
carried on by his oldest son. Air. Buchanan married, in 1846. 3Iinerva, daughter
of John Hershbarger, who was also a native of A'irginia ; came to Ohio in 1824,
to Miami Co. in 1833, and located in the north part of Newberry Township, entering a tract of canal land ; 3Iinerva was born in Augusta Co.. V a , in 1818; they
have raised a family of five sons, two of whom are living on his farm—one being
a carpenter and the other farming the place ; one is a music teacher, another a
school teacher, and the younger is now engaged in an art establishment in Cleveland.
J O H N A. BUCHANAN, carpenter, Covington. John A. Buchanan is a son
of D. J. Buchanan, whose biography appears in this work; J o h n A. was bom
Dec. 16, 1851, upon his father's farm in Sec. 6, Newbeny Township ; was raised
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and educated a farmer; when 19 years old he learned the carpenter's trade, and
has followed the business ever since ; he is a first-class carpenter and builder ; he
built a great many of the beautiful farm buildings we see in this part of the
county. He married Margaret J , a daughter of Henry Falkner, of Newberry
Township ; they had two children—Otto Lov and Homer Willis.
AMOS BUTTERFIELD, hotel, Covington. 3Ir. Butterfield was born in Dayton in 1838 ; his father, a carpenter and builder, built the court house in Dayton :
he removed to 3Iiami Co. in 1847, and built the present County Infirmary building, and many other large buildings, both public and private ; as a stair builder,
he had few equals and no superiors ; his decease occurred in Troy in 1860 ; Amos
grew to manhood here, and, in 1861, was married to Rosanna Fetters, whose people resided in Union Township; 3Ir. Butterfield has been a resident of Covington
since his marriage, being engaged successively in carpentering, undertaking and
fumiture, and other mercantile pursuits ; in 31arch, 1880. he became -; mine host"
of the Leondis House, where he is winning favor with the traveling public.
R. E. CABLE, 31. D , physician and surgeon, Covington. Dr. R. E. Cable is
a son of Elder John Cable, who was a native of Bedford Co, Penn.; married
Miss Nancy A. Ellis, a native of Virginia ; came to 3Iiami Co. in 1812. and located
in Newberry7 Township, on Harrison's Creek, about two miles northwest of Covington ; they had a family of eleven children, of whom only four are now living;
three of these are residents of this county, and one resides in Kansas: 3Ir. and
Mrs. Cable, after passing through the privations, dangers and toils incident to the
early settlers, lived to enjoy much of the fruits of their labor; his death occurred
in 1864, hers in 1874. The subject of this sketch was born in Newberry Township Feb. 26, 1827 ; his youth was spent on a farm until about 18 years of age,
when he commenced teaching school and studying medicine: graduated at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1849, and began the practice of medicine at Pleasant Hill the
same year, receiving his initiation in practice during the memorable cholera
scourge ; he continued to practice at Pleasant Hill until the fall of 1859, when he
removed to Covington, and has remained ever since, enjoying a very satisfactory
practice. Dr. Cable is one of the few medical men who take an active interest in
the general public, is a public-spirited citizen, always contributing liberally to any
and every7 enterprise which has for its object the better condition of his fellow-citizens or the general public, while his extensive practice ranks him among the leading physicians of the county ; his office is conveniently located on Pearl street,
adjoining his residence, which is a fine brick structure of modern design, elegantly
furnished and pleasantly located on the corner of AVright and Pearl streets.
JACOB CABLE, farmer, carpenter and undertaker ; P. 0. Covington. Jacob
Cable is a son of John and a brother of R. E. Cable, whose biography appears in
this history ; Jacob was born Aug. 7, 1824, upon his father's farm in Sec. 19, Newberry Township ; his young days were spent in assisting his parents and attending the district school; when 18 years of age. he learned the carpenter's trade ; he
has worked at his trade most of the time since, and is also engaged in the undertaking business; he has a beautiful farm of 60 acres, with good farm buildings
upon it. He married 3Iiss Susanna, daughter of Thomas AVenrich, a native of
Pennsylvania ; they had ten children, eight living—Cynthia Ann (living in Missouri), Frances, Esther, Thomas B , Clinton, Alice, Nancy A. and Arte F.
T. B. CABLE, teacher, Covington. T. B. Cable is a son of Jacob Cable,
whose biography appears in this work. T. B. was born Feb. 2,1857 ; was raised
and educated a farmer ; for several years attended the Covington Graded School,
and graduated there in 1877 ; since then he has been engaged in teaching school;
has been very- successful, and is highly- respected.
A. L. CABLE, telegraphy, Covington. Is a son of John Cable, a native
of Montgomery Co, Ohio, who came to this county in 1829, and located on Harrison Creek. A. L. Cable was born 3Iarch 13, 1861, upon the farm where James
'Seas now lives ; he was educated as a farmer, attended the Covington High School
for several years, and graduated in the spring of 1878; in a short time he intends
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learning telegraphing, and making it his business ; he is a young man with a good
reputation, and promises something honorable for the future.
JOHN G. CARSON, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua. John G. Carson, a son of WilUam
Carson, deceased, who was born in the State of Delaware ; emigrated from that
State to Ohio in the year 1815, and located in this township. John G. was born
Sept. 12,1834, upon the farm where he now resides ; was brought up to heavy farm
labor ; received a common-school education, and is living a single Ufe ; he has a
beautiful farm of 173 acres, well improved ; upon this farm he has a field that was
oleared by the Indians, and to this dav it is known as the •• Indian field."
B. E. CASSEL, farmer; P. 0. North Clayton. B. E. Cassel was bom in Miami
Co., near Troy ; his early life was spent upon a farm, until he was 19 years of
age ; he then enlisted in the 147th 0. Y. I , for four months, afterward enlisted in
the 194th 0. V. I , for one year, and went forward to battle for his country- ; he
was not engaged in any battle, but had to do a great deal of hard marching. He
was twice married, first with 3Iiss 3Iartha, a daughter of George Howard, whose
biography appears in this work ; they had one child, 3Iizpah. His second marriage was with a daughter of Emmanuel Blickenstaff, deceased ; 3Ir. Cassel has a
nice farm of 26 acres, with good improvements, a short distance north of North
Clayton.
AA'ILLIAAI COUFFER, retired merchant, Covington : he is a native of Franklin Co, Penn, and was born in 1814 ; he came to 3Iiami Co. in 1850 ; he first purchased a farm about two miles northeast of Covington, and engaged in farming
about four years, then sold and removed to Covington, where he has been engaged
in merchandising in some fprm, until within the past few years ; having accumulated
sufficient to enable him to retire from active business pursuits, he has lived a quiet,
retired life, respected by all; his residence is a two-story brick, pleasantly situated
on Rock avenue, near the Stillwater. He was married in 1841, to 3Iiss 3Iaria J.
Elder, by whom he had three sons, two of whom survive—Christian N., now dealer
in boots and shoes, at Urbana, Ohio ; and William E , now chief clerk in freight
office of the Pan Handle R. R. Co., at Chicago; 3Irs. Conifer's decease occurred
Dec. 11, 1861. His mamage with 3Iiss Sarali A. Dubois was celebrated Oct. 4,
1864 ; she was born in AVarren Co. in 1833, and resided in Darke Co. at the time
of her marriage, and is an intelligent lady.
J. C. DOWLER, farmer ; P. 0. Covington. J. C. Dowler was born in Butler
Co, Ohio. Oct. 1,1819, and is a son of William Dowler, a native of Pennsylvania, who
came to Ohio at an early day, and first located in Butler Co. ; in the year 1824, he
moved to this county and entered the land where J. C. now lives ; J. C. was reared
a farmer, and, when 19 years old, he began teaching school, following the occupation for thirteen years ; since then he has been farming. His marriage with
Susan, a daughter of John Rike, deceased, was celebrated Aug. 14, 1856 ;
they had one child—John W.. an engineer and survevor.
GEORGE H. DRAKE, farmer; P. 0. Covington. George H. Drake, son of
Daniel Drake, a native of New Jersey, emigrated to Ohio about the year 1838, and
located southwest of Piqua, on the farm where he now resides ; George H. was
born upon his father's farm, and was reared and educated a farmer, and is highly
respected by all who know him. He married Aliss 3Iary E , a daughter of George
Buckles, of this county ; they have two children—Theodore and Thomas F.
HENRY DREES, merchant. Covington. Among the business men of Covington who deserve special mention is 3Ir. Henry Drees, the senior member of
the firm of Drees, 3Iiller & Neith. dealers in dry goods, clothing, boots and shoes,
groceries and queensware ; he is a native of Prussia : was born in 1833 ; came to
the United States in 1854, and located in Covington the same year, where he commenced working at his trade (tailoring); ambitious to get a start, and business
being scarce, he worked at anything he could get to do, from ditching to shop
work ; in the fall of 1862, he purchased a smaU stock of goods, which included a
general stock, and, in the foUowing spring, Mr. D. Face became a partner, and they
enlarged the stock gradually as their trade increased : in 1866, Mr. Drees sold his
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interest to T. C. Leonard, but re-purchased it about six months later, and has continued in the business ever since, being associated with different parties as partners ; in 1876, the present firm was formed ; they- now occupy two rooms which
adjoin each other; in one is kept a general stock of grocenes, queensware, etc., in
the other a large stock of staple and fancy dry goods, boots, shoes and clothing,,
while the upper story is used for a tailor shop where suits are made to order. 3Ir.
Drees came to Covington in 1854, a young man with nothing but his natural abilities and a knowledge of tailoring, but by energy and hard work, soon established
himself in business here ; his long and successful business career is the best tribute
we can give to ability, industry and wise management; for he has been the business
man of the different firms with which he has been connected ; he is also now one
ofthe firm of Dodd, Face & Co, who operate the hub, spoke and bending factory
here. He was married in 1855 to 3Iiss Agnes Neith, who is a sister of one of
his present partners; they have eight children.
CHRISTIAN DUNKEL, miller ; P. 0. Covington. Mr. Dunkel, a native of
Pennsylvania, was born in Dauphin Co, in 1812 : his father died when he was but
a child, and his youth was spent in various occupations ; was errand-boy in a store
two years or "more, then worked on a farm for a time, then went into a woolen
factory; teamed some, and worked at the carpenter's trade, and when about 20
years of age began milling, which he has followed most of the time since ; he came
from Lancaster Co, Penn, to 3Iiami Co., Ohio, in 1835, and has been milling in
the vicinity of Covington ever since ; the mill now known as Dunkel's, of which he
is the manager, has a quite interesting history in connection vvith the business
development of Covington; the site was first utilized by Jacob Ullery, who
removed a saw-mill from near Fort Greenville, using the then abandoned fort for quarters while tearing down and removing it; rafted it down Greenville Creek and put
it up here, a little west of where the present flour-mill stands ; afterward Benj.
Lehman bought it, together with the grounds, and erected a flour-mill; he sold to
John Brumbaugh, he to Patty Bros, they to — 3IcCampbell, who in turn disposed
of it to Swisher & Hartzell, and they to Ullery & Mikesell ; this Ullery was a son
of the first owner, and 3Iikesell the John 3Iikesell whose biography appears in this
work; a brother of Tilery's bought out 3Iikesell, Lewis Kensinger bought out one
of the Ullery-s, and in 1877 Dunkel & 3Iiller bought out Ullery & Kensinger. As
Mr. Miller is a farmer of Newton Township, ancl quite aged, the business and management is left entirely to 3Ir. Dunkel, a position which his experience, both as a
miller and business man, eminently fits him, and which he is successfully filling.
The mill is operated for custom and merchant business, and has a capacity of 300
barrels of flour per day ; it is situated near the mouth of Greenville Creek, from
which its power is supplied, and is on the Painter's Creek pike, near the bridge
across Stillwater, at the south part of Covington. 3Ir. Dunkel has been identified
with one of the important industries in the vicinity of Covington for nearly a halfcentury, is still an active man of business and a respected citizen. He was married in 1840, to 3Iiss 3Iary Eresman, of Darke Co, but she only lived about one
year; he was again married in 1834, to 3Iiss 3Iary, daughter of John Falknor,
deceased, who was an early resident of Newberry Tow-nship.
L. D. FALKNOR, farmer and dairy ; P. 0. Covington. L. D , son of David
Falknor, a native of this county, was born near West 3Iilton in 1816 ; was raised
near Covington, upon his father's farm, afterward belonging to him ; he put all the
improvements upon the farm; duiing the thirty years of his married life, there
were only three seasons that he did not put up a building of some kind. He died
Feb. 19, 1880, a highly- respected citizen. L. D. was bom June 9, 1851, near
Covington ; he was raised and educated upon the farm where he lives ; besides
farming he has been engaged in the dairy business for about four years ; he supplies Covington with milk that gives general satisfaction. He married 3Iiss EUen,
a daughter of James Kelsey, deceased, Oct. 14, 1872 ; they had three children—
Gracev Alma. Pearl and James William.
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J A C O B FETTER, farmer ; P . O. Bradford. Jacob Fetter, a son of Samuel
Fetter, a native of Huntingdon Co, P e n n , emigrated to Ohio in the year 1811, and
located in Newton Township, 3Iiami Co.; lived thereuntil 1816 ; moved into Newberry Township, and purchased a farm known as the Yount farm. The subject of
this sketch was bora upon the Yount farm April 13, 1818 ; his early life was
spent in assisting his father upon the farm ; he knows something of the hardships
that the early pioneers had to endure; he has always lived in the same school
district, but not on the same farm ; he owns a good farm lying west of the one
mentioned, and west of Stillwater. 3Ir. Fetter has twice been married—first, Dec.
18, 1838. with 3Iiss 3Iaria, a daughter of John Hagan. 3Irs. Fetter died May 29,
1848, leaving four children, viz.. Nancy, Catharine, Hannah and J o h n H. His
second marriage was celebrated Dec. 19. 1850, with 3Iiss Catharine, a daughter of
Jacob Brumbaugh. From this union they had three children—Emma A7, Mary
F. and Samuel A. 31. 3Ir. Fetter has held several public offices ; was Trustee,
Land Appraiser and Assessor for several terms each. His father was either the first
or second Justice of the Peace of Newberry Township.
G. H. FINFROCK. farmer and plasterer, Bloomertown. G. H. Finfrock, b o m
in Carroll Co, 3Id.. Feb. 25,1826, is a son of G. H. Finfrock, Sr, a native of 3Iaryland ; came to Ohio in the year 1832, and entered the farm where Uriah A7alentine
lives ; he opened the fann and lived upon it until death. The subject of this
sketch was raised a farmer, lived with his parents until 22 years of age ; he then
leamed the trade of a plasterer, has worked at it most of his time since, but latterly has given more attention to farming. He has three times been marriedfirst, with 3Iiss 3Iary LTmholtz. his second wife was 3Iiss Elizabeth Routson. They
had four children—31ilton A.. Josephine, David C. and Israel C ; his third union
was with 3Iiss 3Iaria E. Black. From this union they had five chUdren, of whom
four are living—Edith 3Iav. Harriet E., Cora 31. and Fannie F.
WILLIAAI FRESHOUR, lawyer and broker. Covington. 3Ir. Freshour, the
only member of the bar at Covington, is a life-resident of 3Iiami Co. ; was born in
Newton Township in 1841; his early youth was spent on the farm and at school.
I n 1861, when the first call was made for troops, he was the first man to sign theroU
in Covington, and served in the l l t h 0 . V. I. until mustered out by reason of expiration of term of service in August. Soon after, enlisted for three years, aud was
assigned to the 44th 0 . A7. I., in which he served until the spring of 1864, when
they " veteranized *' ancl he remained until November, when by reason of a wound
which he received duiing Hunter's retreat from Lynchburg, he was discharged.
He started in the 44th a private, was promoted to First Sergeant, and on the reorganization, was elected First Lieutenant, and a little later was promoted to
Captain. His wound in the right ankle was caused by a minie ball, declared by
the Surgeon in charge so serious as to require amputation of the limb, but the
Captain could not see it that way, and went to Cincinnati, where, under the treatment of Dr. Groesbeck, he so far recovered as to be able to use his limb for
ordinary locomotive purposes. After returning, he was at, to and from, Covington,
until 1867. when he went to AV ashington. where he remained in the employ of the
Treasury Department six years. I n the fall of 1873, he went to California, and on
his return, stopped two years in 3Iinneapolis, and returned to Covington in 1876 ;
since which time he has been engaged in different enterprises, latterly being President of the Stillwater Aralley Bank, from which he withdrew in June, 1879, and
has since been engaged as broker and lawyer, and is doing a very satisfactory7
business. He was married in 1873 to Aliss Emma, daughter of Jacob E. Shellenbarger ; they have two children.
J A C O B FURNAS, retired farmer ; P. 0 . Versailles. Jacob F u m a s is a son
of William Furnas, born 3Iay 29. 1775, in South Carolina, who moved to Ohio in
1803, and located in AA'arren Co.; lived there two years ; then moved to Aliami
Co. and located in Newton Township, and lived there until death. Jacob Furnas
was born Nov. 28, 1807, upon his fathefs farm in Newton Township ; was raised
and educated a farmer ; his educational advantages were very limited ; he is one

734

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

of the oldest citizens living, born in Miami Co.; has seen the full development of
the county, having resided upon his farm for forty-seven years. He has twice
been married—first, with Miss Abby Large ; she died in 1862, leaving two children—Joshua and Rachel. His second marriage was celebrated 31 areh 16, 1868,
with Mrs. Margaret McDonald, whose maiden name was Dowler; she had twice
been married ; first with Samuel Mitchell; from that union she had two children—
Fernando W. and Joseph T. Mitchell.
J O S H U A FURNAS, farmer; P. 0 . A7ersailles. Joshua Furnas, is a son of
J a c o b Fumas, whose biography appears in this work. Joshua was born upon his
father's farm Aug. 18, 1839 ; when young, he assisted his father on the farm and
attended school. At the age of 20 years, he attended a select school controlled by
the Quakers in Newton Township ; he then taught school for ten or twelve years.
I n t h e year 1861, he went to Iowa ; when there, enlisted in the 28th Iowa V. I ; was
discharged three months later on account of prairie sore eyes ; he then came back
to his native place ; in October 1862, he enlisted in the 110th 0 . Y. I. and went to
battle for his country ; he was in the battle of the AVilderness, AA'inchester, Fisher's
HUl, Cedar Creek, Petersburg, Sailor's Run, and many other lesser engagements.
After his return from service, he married Aliss Eliza Dowler, Oct. 6, 1869 ; they
had one child—Emma Bell.
S. B. GIFFIN, retired farmer; P. 0 . Covington. S. B. Giffin, born about
six miles south of Dayton, Ohio, Sept. 11,1804, is a sonof AA'illiam Giffin, a native of
Pennsylvania, who emigrated to Ohio, about the year 1800, and located near Cincinnati ; lived there awhile, then moved to 3Iontgomery Co.; from there to AVarren; in
the year 1835, he moved to 3Iiami Co. and located southwest of Piqua, and lived
there until death. S. B. was raised, until 16 years old, upon a farm; he then
leamed the trade of a blacksmith ; he worked eleven years southwest of Piqua, and
twelve years in Covington; he had to quit his trade on account of his eyesight
failing him ; he purchased a farm near Covington, now known as the Tobias farm ;
traded this for the James Etter farm ; sold it and bought the old Souder farm,
which he exchanged for the farm where he now resides ; his farm is situated half a
mUe west of Covington, containing 81 acres of rolling laud. Near his residence is
one of these valuable springs that are quite numerous in 3Iiami Co. He has twice
been married ; first, with Miss 3Iartha A7anhorn, of Hamilton Co, Ohio, in April,
1828. They had nine children, of whom four are living—AVilliam. John V., Robert and Martha A. His second marriage was with Aliss Martha Scott.
J. V.GIFFIN,farmer ; P. 0 . Covington. J. Y. Giffin, a sonof S. B. Giffin, whose
biography appears in this work, was born in Warren Co, Ohio, Jan. 22, 1831 ;
when 16 years of age, he learned the trade of a wagon-maker, and has worked at
the business for over thirty7 years ; in 1852, he moved to Logansport, I n d , lived
there nine years, then removed to Miami Co, Ohio ; he has been engaged in farming for the last three years ; has a small farm about one mile southwest of Covington, and also a residence in Covington. He married 3Iiss Annie N , a daughter of
Joseph Young, March 10, 1858. They had five children—Samuel J , Schuyler 0 ,
I d a May, Mattie B. and George E. 3Ir. Giffin has served as 31a} or of Covington
for three years and seven months.
CHARLES M. GROSS, carriage manufacturer, Covington. Mr. Gross is au
old resident of Covington, and has been identified with the business interests of
the town for many years ; he was born in Bucks Co, Penn.. in 1823, and came
to Miami Co. with his parents, in 1837 ; in 1841. he went to Dayton and learned
the carriage maker's trade, and, in 1845, started a little shop here, which he continued until 1862, when he enlisted in the 110th 0 . A7. I., in which he served until the
surrender of Lee at Appomattox ; after the war, he again engaged in the manufacture of carriages in Covington, and has continued the business ever since ; the
shop now located on High street, is a two-story structure, the upper part being
used for trimming and finishing, and the lower for storage and salesroom, where
t h e most fastidious taste can be gratified with a satisfactory equipage ; the experience and reduced expenses of the firm (now Charles Gross & Son) enable them to
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sell as low as the lowest who furnish first-class work. 3Ir. Gross entered the army
in 1862 as First Lieutenant, and returaed in 1865 a Captain ; he was a prisoner
nearly two years, eleven months of which were spent in the infamous Libby ; he
was also one of the 600 officers who were placed under the fire of the Government
guns at Charleston ; he is now an active business man and respected citizen. He
was married, in 1845, to Miss 3Iary A. Alloways, of Preble Co.; they have three
sons and two daughters ; the oldest son, AA7. H„ is associated with his father in the
factoiy.
J. B. HAMILTON, livery, Covington. 3Ir. Hamilton is a Buckeye, bom in
Lebanon. AVarren Co, in 1852 ; he is a son of Russell C. Hamilton, an early resident of AVarren Co, who removed to Shelby Co. in 1869. J . B. was married in
Shelby Co. to Clarissa Sims, daughter of J . C. Sims, an early resident of Shelby
Go.; soon after his marriage, he removed to 3Iiami Co, and farmed in the vicinity
of Fletcher until 1877, when he engaged in the livery business in Fletcher; he
removed to Covington in October, 1878, where he succeeded Lewis Face in the
livery business, and has lately associated 3Ir. 3IcGinnis with him. in order to meet
the increased demands of his growing business.
J O H N HARRISON, physician, Covington. Among the professional men of
Covington, none are more worthy of special mention than Dr. Harrison ; he was
born in 3Iontgomery Co. in 1821; when 15 years of age, went to 3Iiddletown, taking an academic course, after which he engaged in mercantile pursuits ; in 1841,
he began to read medicine ; in 1842, his father, Isaac Harrison, died, leaving him
dependent on his own resources, but, being determined to pursue his studies, he
resorted to different means of raising funds, sometimes teaching, at others clerking, and ran a woolen-mill, during night time, one year, sandwiching his studies
with his work; finally, by a little help from his brother-in-law, he vvas enabled to
finish his professional studies, and graduated at the Ohio 3Iedical College in 1844;
commenced practice in Tippecanoe the same year; came to Covington in 1846,
where he has continued practice ever since; during his residence here, he has also
contributed to the business interests of Covington, having been associated with
Mr. Routson in 1858, when the business now conducted by A. Routson & Son was
inaugurated ; in the spring of 1869, he, in company with J. B. Latchford, established a drug store, from which, in 1872, 3Ir. Latchford retired; L. S. Harrison,
son of Dr. Harrison, took charge, and continued the business until 1876, when the
son, who was a graduate of pharmacy, desiring a larger place, and the Doctor haying his time entirely occupied in taking care of his large practice, they- sold o u t ;
Dr. Harrison is now one of the oldest practicing physicians in 3Iiami Co, and a
leading and influential citizen ; his office is located at the corner of High and
Ullery streets, and is a part of his large, substantial residence. He was married
Jan. 19. 1849, to Miss H. 31. Dunham, of Piqua ; they have had five children—
three sons and two daughters—of whom the first-born died iu infancy, three are
residents of this county, and one of Terre Haute, Ind.
JACOB A. N. HARRY, farmer; P. 0 . Covington. Jacob A. N. Harry, a son of
John, and grandson of Jacob Harry, Sr, a native of North Carolina, who emigrated to Ohio September, 1 8 1 1 : located in Alontgomery Co. ; served in the war
of 1812 ; was detailed to sled provisions from below Dayton to Forts Larimor and
Defiance ; John Harry was bora in Guilford Co, N. C , 3Iarch 27, 1810 ; came to
Ohio with his parents when quite small, and had a pioneer's education; in the
year 1848, he located in Tippecanoe, in this county : remained there five years,
then moved to Darke Co, and was engaged in making brick ; iu 1858, he removed
to this county, and located in this township. Jacob A. N , born Oct. 17, 1856, in
Darke Co., Ohio, is a y7oung man that is well respected, and promises something
for the future.
SA3IUEL H A R T L E , retired farmer ; P. 0 . Bradford. Samuel Hartle is a son of
Frederick Hartle, a native of Blair Co, P e n n , who emigrated to Ohio in 1829, and
located upon the farm where his son Samuel resides. The subject of this sketch
was bom in Blair Co., Penn., Sept. 22, 1825 ; came to Ohio with his parents when
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quite small; was reared and educated as a farmer ; soon after his father's death,
which occurred in 1861, he rented his farm, and has since lived a retired life ; he
is living a single life, on a No. 1 farm, lying in the northwest part of Newberry
Township, and is highly7 respected by the citizens of his neighborhood.
A. J. HARTLE, farmer ; P. O. Covington. A. J. Hartle was born July 5,
1841, upon the farm where he now lives ; his early life was spent helping his father
and attending the district school ; he is a son of John Hartle, a native of Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio in the year 1820, and located in Newberry Township.
When the subject of this sketch was 19 years old, he enlisted in the 44th 0. V. I . ;
was in the engagements at Lewisburg, Dutton Hill, Lynchburg (lasting twentytwo days), Liberty, Beverly, and a great many others ; was discharged in August,
1865. He married 31iss Catharine, a daughter of John Lindsay, deceased ; they
had five children, of whom four are living, viz, Carrie B , Rosa A , Ottie Alay and
Lueclna.
JA3IES HARTLE, farmer ; P. 0. Covington. James Hartle is a son of Frederick Hartle, deceased, and brother of Samuel, whose biography will be found in
this work ; was bom in Blair Co, Penn, Jan. 28, 1828, and came to Ohio with his
parents when 1 year old ; he was raised a farmer, and has always been engaged in
the business. His marriage with 3Iiss Catharine, a daughter of Peter Lehman,
deceased, of Darke Co, was celebrated Dec. 18, 1851 ; they had nine children, viz,
Elizabeth, Lavina T, Columbus, Frederick, La Fayette, Albert, Calvin. Ora and
Dr. Franklin.
PHILIP HARTZELL, carpenter and millwright; P. 0. Covington. Mr.
Hartzell, one of the old residents, is a son of Philip Hartzell, Sr, who was a native
of Pennsylvania, and came to Ohio when a young man with his father. Adam
Hartzell. Adam located in 3Iontgomery Co, about .1800, and resided in that
county until his decease. Philip, Sr, married Elizabeth 3Iiller,came to this county
and settled on Greenville Creek, either just before or immediately after the war
of 1812 ; his decease occurred in Covington, he being in the 68th year of his age.
The subject of this sketch was born in 1824, and grew to manhood here in the
pioneer days of Newberry- Township ; went to school in the first house built for
school purposes, on Greenville Creek ; 3Ir. Hartzell's life has been varied with success and reverses ; he remained on the farm with his father until he arrived at his
majority, worked at millwrighting about one year, then worked at bridge building,
first as a hand, and later he became a contractor ; for several years was the principal
contractor in the county, and built nearly all the bridges in 3Iiami Co.; while
repairing an old bridge, the old timbers suddenly gave way,and he fell on the stony7
ground some twenty feet beneath ; some of the timbers falling on him and crushing
the frontal bone, required the removal of a portion and the placing of a silver plate
instead, which he now carries, the only mark or reminder of his fearful accident
being the ugly scar and sunken spot on his forehead, underneath which is silver plate
instead of bone ; in 1860, he was an equal partner in the Covington flour-mill, and
had a large investment in property in Covington, but, being some in debt, the pressure of 1861 compelled him to sacrifice heavily ; he soon recovered sufficiently7 to
buy a mill at Casstown, but in 1868, a fire swept away the labor of years and left
him with almost nothing ; he managed to trade into a coal mining company in the
Hocking Valley, and in two years had an interest worth $6,500, which he exchanged for a mill at Sidney that he sold for $9,000 ; in 1872, he bought the
Burket mill property, in Union Township, which he improved considerably, and
when he had it nicely fixed it took fire and burned ; there being no insurance,
he was unable to re-build, but still owns the site, including 60 acres of land ; since
the last misfortune, 3Ir. Hartzell has resumed his trade. He was married in 1846,
to Elizabeth Swisher, daughter of Jacob Swisher, who was an early resident of
this county7, and resided in the same neighborhood with the Hartzells, but at the
time of her marriage she was a resident of Darke Co. ; they have seven children.
ROBERT N. HARWOOD, farmer ; P. O. Covington ; his father, John Harwood, was a native of England ; came to America in 1832, located at Saratoga, N.
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Y , and, in 1854, came to Meigs Co, Ohio, living there until 1862, when he removed to this county. The subject of this sketch was born in Saratoga Co, N. Y.,
Aug. 1, 1840 ; he came here with his parents ; was raised a farmer, and is now engaged in that pursuit; Mr. Harwood is living a single life.
DANIEL HAY, retired farmer ; P. 0. North Clayton. Daniel Hay, a son of
John Hay, a native of Bedford Co, Penn, emigrated to Ohio in 1816 ; entered land
in Newberry Township, near where North Clayton is now situated; they had to open
the road from Harrison Creek to their land themselves ; his nearest neighbors were
more than a mile away, through the woods. He, with the help of his family, began
the laborious task of opening a farm in the woods, in a new country ; they endured
all the hardships and disadvantages connected with the early settling of the
country. Daniel Hay, bom in Bedford Co, Penn, Feb. 22, 18i3, came to Ohio
with his parents, when only 3^ years old ; was reared and educated in the woods ;
his school advantages were very limited, as he did not receive ten months' schooling in all ; he remembers when he vould see ten Indians to one white man ; he was
the second Assessor in Newberry Township, has held several public offices, has
been Township Trustee, and Justice of the Peace four years, never having a case
sent to the court; he was School Director for thirty-five years in succession. Mr.
Hay married 3Iiss Sarah J , a daughter of John Kinsinger, one of the very first
settlers in the county; their children are 3Iary M, Jesse A , Anna E , Daniel
C. and Emma A. In the year of 1852, he went AVest, bought 123 head of cattle in
Missouri, and drove them across the plains to California ; returned the next year.
D. HECKENDORN, farmer ; P. 0. Covington. D. Heckendorn, bom in Penry
Co, Penn, Aug. 6, 1818, was raised principally on a farm ; when 18 years of
age, he began to learn the carpenter's trade, which he worked at about twelve
years. He moved to Ohio in the year 1838, and located first in Newton Township, Aliami Co., remained there until 1864 ; came to this townsliip (Newberry) and
located on the farm where he now lives ; he has a farm of 88 acres, northwest of
North Clayton, in Sec. 12 ; he has also 200 acres of land in Kansas. He has three
times been married; first, with 3Iiss Anna, a daughter of AA7illiam Long, of Newton Township ; she died June 2, 1849, leaving four children—Alary A , Catharine
J , Esther and William J ; his second marriage was with 3Iary A, a daughter of
Jacob Reiber, of Newton Township, who died April 10, 1858 ; they had six children bv this union, two living—Levi A. and John R. : Nov. 24, 1864. he married
Barbara Aspenall (Fults), a daughter of Jacob Fults, of Indiana. Air. Heckendorn
is a member of the Christian Church in North Clayton.
BENNETT HEL3IAN, farmer ; P. O. Bradford. Bennett Helman is a son
of Adam Helman, a native of Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio in the year 1864
and located near Bradford, in Darke Co, where he is Uving at the present time.
Bennett was born in Indiana Co, Penn, Jan. 15, 1850 ; his early life was spent
assisting his father on the farm and attending school; after he attained his majority, lie clerked in the Bradford hotel and dining hall: he also clerked awhile in a
dry-goods store ; he owned a third-interest in a flouring-mill in Gettysburg, Darke
Co, Ohio, where he was engaged in the milling business for several years. In
1876, he purchased his beautiful farm of 52 acres with good improvements,
located about one mile south of Bradford, on the Covington and Gettysburg Pike.
His marriage was celebrated Sept. 3, 1869, with 3Iiss 3Iollie, a daughter of Levi
Gilbert, a native of Lancaster Co, Penn, now7 living in Darke Co.. Ohio.
H. G. HEOFFER, minister, North Clayton. H. G. Heoffer, born in Clayton, Jan.
19, 1846. was raised and educated in that town : when 20 years old, he learned the
trade of a plasterer, which he worked at thirteen years. During this time, he was
preparing himself for the ministry ; he was licensed to preach the Gospel at Yellow Springs Sept 5, 1877, and ordained at North Clayton Sept. 29, 1878, minister
of the Christian Church. He was united in marriage with Miss Hannah Ballenger 3Iarch 20, 1869. They had three children—Lizzie Hortense, Maggie Capitola
and Charles D. C. H. G. is a son of John Heoffer, a native of Lancaster Co,
Penn, who came to Ohio in 1845 and located at Clayton.
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HENRY HILL, dealer in farm implements, stock, etc, Covington. Henry,
son of John Hill, a native of 3Iaryland, emigrated to Ohio about the year 1803,
and located on Stillwater, south of Pleasant Hill, Newton Township, 3Iiami Co.
He served in the war of 1812 ; was Captain in Ft. Greenville. Henry was born
in Newton Township June 17, 1823 ; his early life was spent in helping his father
upon the farm ; his schooling was very limited. AVhen in his 19th year, he married Miss Amelia, a daughter of Zachariah Green, of Newton Township. From
this union they had eight children, of whom five are living. 3Irs. Hill died about
the year 1860. 3Ir. Hill was again united in marriage, Oct. 12, 1861, with 3Iary
(Dunham) Mowry. When he began life for himself, he received $300 from his
father's estate, and his father-in-law gave him 70 acres of timber land south of
Pleasant Hill; he lived there twenty-two years, and during that time added to his
70 acres, 132 acres more; he opened or cleared 125 acres himself; in 1865, he
sold his farm for $9,065, and purchased a farm of 80 acres a short distance west of
Covington, where he now resides ; he has since added 16 acres to this farm ; by
industry and economy he has accumulated considerable property ; he has a tract
of land east of Covington, a lot and warerooms in Covington, and a beautiful residence in Versailles, Darke Co, Ohio. He is dealing extensively in farm implements, machinery of all kinds, etc.
3IARTIN HI3IES, grain dealer, Covington. Among the important businessenterprises of Covington is the grain warehouse operated by the firm of Shuman
& Himes, of which Mr. Himes is the active man ; he is a ' : Buckeye " by birth, in
Montgomery- Co, in 1823 ; removed to Greene Co. in 1848, and came to 3Iiami Co.
in 1865; he first purchased a farm about one mile east of Covington, where he
resided, being occupied in farming until 1873, when he came to Covington and
engaged in grain buying in connection with J. R. Shuman, whose biography also
appears in this work ; their business has gradually7 increased and is now quiteextensive ; they have lately erected a large crib and fitted it with the necessary
machinery for shelling, cleaning and handling corn; they are also handling a large
quantity of tobacco, besides their usual quantity of grain. Mr. Himes was married
in 1846 to Miss Anna Vaneleave, also of Montgomery- Co. Her father was a
nephew of John Vaneleave (Old Johnny7, as he was called), who laid out the city- of
Dayton. 3Ir. Himes has two children living—Robert W , Assistant Superintendent
and teacher in the Covington school, and Chas. M, R. R. agent ancl dealer in agricultural implements. Covington.
EMANUEL HOOVER, farmer ; P. 0. Bradford. Emanuel Hoover, a son of
Isaac Hoover, a native of Blair Co, Penn, came to Ohio in the year 1818 and
located in Newberry Township upon land entered by John Brumbaugh: Mr.
Hoover went into the woods and opened his farm Jan. 1, 1828, but was crippled
for life at a raising. Emanuel was born in Blair Co, Penn, Sept. 9,1817 ; became
with his parents to Ohio when quite small; was raised and educated in the neighborhood where he lives ; he never learned a trade, but is naturally a carpenter, and
has worked a good deal at the business. He has twice been married—first witb
Miss Lydia Weaver, April 14, 1842 ; she died June 1, 1844, leaving one child—
Elizabeth. His second marriage occurred Oct. 9, 1848, with Rachel Boocher ;
from this union they had ten children, seven living, viz, Catharine, John B , Lydia
B , Levi, Sarah A, Isaac and Nancy. Mr. Hoover was elected first degree minister
in the German Baptist Church Aug. 5, 1863, and was promoted to the second
degree in 1868 ; Jan, 25,1878, he was elected Bishop or Elder of the Upper District
Church, and is a man that is highly respected and esteemed by all who know him.
GEORGE HOWARD, farmer; P. O. North Clayton. George Howard was
bom in York Co, Penn, Jan. 26, 1800 ; he emigrated to Ohio about the year 1822,
and located first in Montgomery- Co.; lived there six years, then moved to AATayne
Co., Ind.; he remained there about a year, came back to Ohio and located in this
county ; lived here several years, then moved to Darke Co., where he lived twenty
years; he then came back to this county and located near North Clayton. Mr.
Howard has done a great deal of hard labor. He is now over 80 years old, being
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educated and raised to manhood in Pennsylvania. He has twice been married;
first with 3Iiss 3Iary Blickensalve, of his native place, who died in 1855, leaving
five children ; his second marriage was with 3Iary Hughes (Edington). a native of
Virginia, who had three children with her first husband; from this union they had
one child—Quintila. He has a farm of 170 acres near Clayton.
T. HUBBARD, farmer; P. 0. Piqua. Timothy Hubbard, born in Tipperary- Co,
Ireland, came to America about the year 1848, and located in Piqua, Ohio. H e
was raised as a farmer, and has always been engaged in that pursuit. He married
3Iartha, a daughter of Samuel E. Bums, a native of Pennsylvania (she was John
Carson's widow); she had one child, Edwin Carson ; of this union they- had seven
children, three living—James H.. Michael AV. and Martha J.
A. J. JOHNSTON, farmer ; P. 0 . Covington ; son of Frederick J , a native of
Ireland, who came to America in 1806, and located in Greene Co, Ohio ; he entered
land and lived upon it until his death, which occurred two years ago, at the age of
104 years and 3 months. A. J . Johnston was born on the sea Dec. 25, 1806 ; he
vvas reared a fanner, and helped his father to clear the farm ; Jan. 1, 1837, he
came to this county and located in Covington, where he kept hotel for two y e a r s ;
then moved to the Greenville Falls, and followed coopering for ten years ; in 1850,
he purchased a quarter-section of woodland, about half way between Covington
and Piqua, for $700 ; in 1864, he sold it for $11,000, and purchased the farm where
he now resides for $6,000. Mr. J . has twice been married, first to Eliza, a
daughter of J. AA7. Alaxwell. of Preble Co, Ohio; from this union they had one
child, Eliza, who married Richard Adams, now residing in Wisconsin; his second
marriage occurred in 1836, to 3Iary- A , a daughter of Giles Thompson, of Greene
Co, Ohio ; they had six children, five of whom are living—Louisa J , James A ,
Frederick AA7.. John K. and Edward.
A. H. JONES, farmer; P. 0. Covington ; son of Joseph Jones, a native of
North Carolina; emigrated to Ohio about the year 1829 with his mother, and
located in Newton Township. 3Iiami Co.; when 14 years old, he was bound to
Henry Knoop for $5 per year ; while living with Mr. Knoop he learned the
wagon-making trade ; after he obtained his freedom, he worked at his trade about
seventeen years ; he then began buying and selling land until he had accumulated a great deal of property ; he died in the year 1877. A. H. was bom Oct.
28, 1852, about one and a half miles west of Covington, on the Covington and
Gettysburg pike ; he was raised and educated as a farmer, and has always been
engaged in that pursuit. His marriage was celebrated Feb. 22, 1877, to 3Iiss
Martha, a daughter of David Ingle, a native of this county, now living in 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio : thev had one child, Edward Forest.
J. 31. KENDALL, farmer: P_ O. Piqua ; was bora, Nov. 14, 1836, in this
township ; was reared a farmer, but has been engaged in several other different
pursuits ; he is now attending his farm, which lies in the north part of this township, and has everything tidy about the farm and premises. He married 3Iiss
Jerusha, a daughter of James Patterson, deceased ; they have three children—
Olive B , Joseph L. and 3Iatellus. His father. William Kendall, a native of Pennsylvania, was left an orphan, and, when 8 years old, he eame to Ohio with an
uncle, about the year 1813 : in early life, he learned the carpenter's trade, and followed the business for ten or twelve years ; he purchased a farm in the northeast
part of this township, and lived there until his decease.
J A C O B KENDELL, 31. D , druggist and physician, Covington. Dr. KendeU,
a life-resident of 3Iiami Co, was born in Newton Township Dec. 16, 1845 ; his
parents, J e r r y and 3Iary (Boggs) Kendell, were early residents of Newton Township. His father's deatii occurred there in 1850, and his mother's in 1853. Jacob,
being an orphan at 8 years of age, was cared for by- an uncle until he was 12 years
of age, during which the uncle made him pay more attention to work than
schooling. He then became the ward of Dr. Weaver, whose biography also appears
in this work, and who not only gave him opportunity for education, but also
encouraged him. When he arrived at 18, he began teaching, and reading medicine.
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He graduated at the Miami Medical College at Cincinnati, in 1869, and in the same
year began practice in connection with Dr. Weaver, in which he has remained ever
since. Weaver & Kendell are druggists as well as practitioners (see Dr. Weaver's
biography). The Doctor is the present Township Clerk, and highly respected both
as a citizen and physician. His residence is a neat brick, situated on High street.
LEWIS KENSINGER, grain dealer, Covington. 3Ir. Kensinger is the present
representative of one of the first pioneer families of Newbeny Township, and is a
Ufe resident of Miami Co. His father, John Kensinger, born in Maryland in 1796 ;
married Mary Hulings ; came from Pennsylvania to Ohio in 1805, and to Miami
Co. in 1808. He was a millwright by trade, and resided near Covington. During
his early residence here he was employed a great part of his time aiding in surveying and locating land for settlers. His patriotism was a marked characteristic.
During the war of 1812 he was a member of the " Frontier Guards," and when
troops were being enlisted during the late war, he, although nearly three-score and
ten, uselessly7, but honestly, offered his services. In 1820, he entered a tract of
land about a mile north of Covington, where he resided about ten years, then sold
it and purchased the farm also north of Covington, where he resided the balance of
his days. 3Ir. Kensinger, Sr, was of the desirable kind of pioneer. He was a
member of the 3Iasonic order, also of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, a man
universally respected and esteemed, and regarded as an excellent Christian citizen.
His decease occurred in 1872. The subject of this sketch was born in 1832. His
youth was spent on the farm, receiving such education as the common school
afforded, until about 18 years of age. He then worked three years at millwrighting,
but soon after learning the trade engaged in farming, at ^hich he continued about
ten years, then engaged in milling, grain buying, etc, and has been occupied in
merchandising in some form ever since. He is now engaged in grain buying, in
connection with Mr. Flockemmer, under the firm style of Flockemmer & Kensinger.
They are among the most reliable and extensive business men of Covington. Mr.
Kensinger was married in 1852 to Alice Hitchin, only daughter of William
Hitchin, who was a native of England. Alice was born in Ohio in 1834 ; they
have five chUdren.
JACOB LINK, farmer; P. 0. Piqua ; is a son of David Link, of 3Iontgomery
Co, Ohio, who came to his death by cramp while bathing in the 3Iiami River.
Jacob Link was born in 3Iontgomery Co. Jan. 30, 1831 ; grew to manhood upon
a farm, and, when 20 years old, began the business of running a thrashing machine ; he ran the first machine in Montgomery Co, and has followed the business
most every season up to the present time. He served as Trustee in 3Iontgomery Co.
during the whole time of the late war, and has held the same office in this township. His mamage with 3Iiss Sarah D, daughter of Jacob Darner, of 3Iaryiand,
was celebrated Feb. 23, 1853 ; they had eleven children, eight living—Calvin,
Charles E , D. B , Francis D, AVilliam H , Oscar H , Emma May and Samuel J.
Mr. Link has 157 acres of land.
C. E. LINK, farmer; P. 0. Covington; is a son of Jacob Link ; was born
in Montgomery Co, Ohio, Jan. 25, 1856. AVas united in marriage Jan. 30, 1879,
with Miss Eliza, daughter of Alathias Ingle, of this township, and grand-daughter
of Philip Ingle, and great-granddaughter of 3Iichael Ingle, one of the first settlers
in this township, who entered the farm now owned by her father ; Mrs. Link's
father was born Feb. 8,1823, on the farm entered by his grandfather, and has done
his share in improvement. He was married to 3Iiss Lindsay, a daughter of John
Rike, deceased, and has one child—3Iathias J.
J. H. LONG & BROTHER, milling, North Clayton. J. H. Long was born in
Wayne Co, Ind, Aug. 31,1840, and William H. Long was born in the same county,
Jan. 2, 1842 ; are sons of Peter Long, a native of Pennsylvania, now living in Elk
Co., Kan.; they were raised and educated upon a farm ; J. H. learned the milling
business when young, in which he is still engaged; he worked eleven years in
Darke Co, in the Bear's, Hoover and Foster miUs ; two years in Preble Co, near
New Paris, and one year in the Greenville FaUs miUs, in this county. W. H., when
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young, learned the trade of a carpenter, which he followed four or five years. In
1875, they purchased the Clayton Mills, and have been doing a good custom business ; they make a good grade of flour, that ; will compete with any made in the
county. AV. H. is the patentee of the White Lily or improved Providence Washing Machine, one of the most complete washers ever put before the public. J. H.
married 3Iiss Sarah, a daughter of AVilliam Hess, of Darke Co, April 2,1862 ; they
have had five children, four living—3Iary- E , Laura E , John AV. and Cora E.
JA3IES 3IcCLARY, farmer; P. 0. Covington; is one of the old residents
of 3Iiami Co, having been bora Feb. 18, 1821, on a farm about two miles north of
Covington, where he has resided almost continuously for more than a half-century.
His father, John 3IcClary, was a native of Kentucky ; came to 3Iiami Co. as early
as 1812 ; was a soldier in the latter part of the last struggle with the red men
here. 3Iarried 3Iiss Eliza Brandon; she was a native of South Carolina; her
father, Benjamin Brandon, a soldier in the Revolution, emigrated with his famUy
to 3Iiami Co. about 1812, and located near Piqua ; 3Ir. 31cClary, Sr, located near
Covington, soon after his marriage, where he remained until his decease ; James
remembers going to school, when a small boy, by- a path his father had cut through
the woods ; books being scarce and money scarcer, an alphabet was pasted on a
sort of paddle which served for a primer ; when a little older, he was often sent to
mill; mounted upon the sack of wheat, which was thrown across the back of a
trusty horse, he would strike out by the bridle path for the mill, which was on the
3Iiami, near Piqua; he usually went to the mill and got his grist the first day,
returning as far as Grandpa Brandon's, where he would stay all night, have a
good time with the children, and return home with his flour the next day ; such
were some of the disadvantages experienced by the youth of those days ; as he
grew older, there was, of course, gradual improvement and increased facilities.
In 1842, he was united in marriage with 3Iiss Nancy, daughter of George
Buchanan, who was among the first settlers of Newberry Township; after his
marriage, he built a house on a small tract, a part of the old homestead which his
father had given him ; a few years later, his parents having died, he sold out and
went to Piqua, where he resided about eighteen months, in the meantime purchasing several shares in his father's estate; then retumed to the old homestead,
bought out the other heirs, becoming the owner of the farm upon which he
was born, where his youth and early manhood were spent; his son, George D.,
lives on and cultivates it, 3Ir. 3IcClarv having removed to his residence in the
north part of Covington about six years ago ; 3Ir. 31cClary7 has grown with the
county, ancl his associations and history- are inseparably- interwoven with the history- of Newberry7 Township ; he has served it as Assessor, and is now one of the
Board of Trustees; he has a family of three children living, and one dead.
T. S. McGINNIS, liveryman, Covington. 31r. 3IcGinnis was a native of Ohio,
bora in Champaign Co. in 1845 ; his parents removed to Shelby Co. the year of
his birth, and he there grew to manhood ; was married to 3Iiss Bell Woodard and
resided there, being occupied in farming ; recently he moved to Covington, where
he is now engaged in the livery business in connection with 3Ir. J. B. Hamilton,
whose biography also appears in this work; 3Ir. 3IcGinnis comes of pioneer stock,
his ancestors on both sides being Virginians and early emigrants to Kentucky;
his great-grandfather was scalped by the Indians in his own dooryard, near MaysviUe, Ky.; his grandfather remov-ed from Kentucky to Champaign Co, Ohio, in
1812, and served in the army during the war; 3Ir. 3IcGinnis is now in the prime
of life, and is an active, energetic man. just embarking in a new business venture,
in which there seems to be a good prospect of success.
0. 31. 31cG0WEN, liveryman, Covington. Mr. 3IcGowen, a native of Virginia, was born in 1817 ; came to Ohio when a child, and lived in the vicinity of Dayton until about 1845, during which time he learned the bricklayer's trade; he then
came to 3Iiami Co., first located near Piqua, and was engaged in farming until
1864, when he engaged in the livery business in Piqua; in August, 1865, he
removed his stock to Covington, and has continued the business here ever since.
FF
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Mr. 3IcGowen is now doing a very satisfactory business here ; his stable is located
on the north side of the C, C. & I. C. R. R, near the depot, where he keeps livery
equipments fully equal to the demands of the place; his residence, situated on
the same lot and near the stable, is a very neat and comfortable home.
GEORGE AV. 3Ic3I AKEN, farmer ancl stock-dealer ; P. 0. Covington. George
W. McMaken, farmer and stock-dealer, is a son of John AIcAIaken, Sr, a native of
Kentucky, who came to this county when the howling of the wolves was as familiar as the barking of dogs is now ; he located on the farm where George AA'. now
lives ; he brought a fine lot of cattle from Butler Co.. Ohio, and lost all of them
with milk-sickness ; he lived to the good old age of 78 years ; his wife still survives, is 80 years old and enjoys good health. George AA7. was born iu this coumy
July 13, 1836, on the farm where he now lives ; he married Aliss Hannah E.
Aspinall, a native of England ; they had three children, of whom two are living—
Frank L. and John Ellsworth.
3IICHAEL 3IAIER, wagon and carriage manufacturer; P. 0. and residence
Covington, 3Ir. 3Iaier was born in AVurtemburg, German}', in 1835 : received the
usual schooling until 14 years of age, when he began work at his trade, which he
has followed ever since. He came to America in 1853; first worked in Hartford,
Conn, about four years, then came AArest "and located in Covington, where he
worked a few months for C. AI. Gross, then bought a shop on the Troy pike and
carried on business until 1864, when he bought out Gross, and has continued the
business at Gross' old stand ever since. The shop, located on Spring street.
between High and Pearl streets, is a two-story structure, the upper part being used
for finishing and trimming. This long experience enables him to turn out firstclass work of all kinds, at low prices. His residence is situated at the corner of
Pearl and Spring streets, adjoining the shop. He was married in 1859, to Agnes
31, daughter of George Neth; they have had seven children, five sons and two
daughters. 3Ir. 3Iaier has been a member of the Town Council several years : has
also been both Towm and Township Treasurer the past four years, and is one of the
substantial citizens of Covington.
DAVID J. 31ARTIN, P. 0. and residence Covington : is a son of Jacob Alartin,
and grandson of John 31artin ; his grandfather came from ;- 3Iorrison"s Cove. "Penn..
through Cincinnati, Ohio, and located in AVarren Co, when there was but one frame
building in Cincinnati. Jacob grew to manhood in AA'arren Co, and was married first to
Abigail Thomas, who was of a Quaker family, ancl the mother of David J.: they
removed to this county in 1830, ancl located in this township, near Clayton. Air. Alartin was a millwright, ancl built a great many mills in this vicinity ; he laid out the
town of Clayton, ancl was a useful and respected citizen ; he removed to Iowa in
1852, and died there in 1856, at the age of 68. The subject of this sketch was
born in AVarren Co. in 1829, but grew up in Aliami Co.; he learned the blacksmith's
trade in a machine shop in Piqua, and followed his trade here and in Piqua. until
1862. He enlisted in the United States Army, was mustered with tho 110th 0.
V. I , and remained in the service until after he witnessed the surrender of Lee, at
Appomattox ; since his return he has invented, or rather perfected the invention
of, a "tweer" for blacksmith's forges, for which he has a patent, and which is now
in very general use; he also invented an automatic car-coupler, which ought to be
in general use, and would be, but for the parsimoniousness of railroad corporations, who place more value on a few dollars than upon the lives and limbs of
their servants ; he has also patented an animal-trap, which has been quite extensively introduced, and is meeting with general favor. He organized the Covington
Silver Mining Company, who purchased a mine near Rosita, in Custer Co., Colo.,
which is now being successfully operated by a Philadelphia company that
have it leased. In 1873, he organized what is known as the Covington Stone Company, of which he is the only resident member, and of which he has had the
sole charge. The company- now employ from five to fifteen hands, and are shipping stone to all points, within reasonable distance, their sales amounting to about
$8,000 per year. 3Ir. 3Iartin is an active, wide-awake business man, and an old.
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respected citizen of Covington. His residence is situated on the Piqua pike, uear
the eastern corporate limits. He was married in 1851 to 3Iiss 3Iary, daughter of
Samuel Thompson, whose biography also appears in this work.
A. F. 3IIKESELL. farmer : P." 0 . Covington. A. F. 3Iikesell, a son of John
Alikesell. whose biography appears in this work: was born in this county, Newton
Township. July 3. 1842 ; he was raised in the mercantile and milling business,
but when 20 years of age. began farming, and has been engaged in that occupation
ever since : he has a beautiful farm north of Covington, where he resides : his barn,
built in the form of an octagon, is novel, odd and beautiful. Air. Alikesell's marriage with 3Iiss Jane Beery was celebrated Jan. 1, 1867 ; she was a daughter of
Levi Beery, a native of this State, now residing in Henry Co, Iowa. They had
six children—Arthur. Alma. Elnora. A'innia. Alaurice and John L.
J O H N 3IIKESELL. retired. Covington. Air. Alikesell. a native of Pennsylvania, is a son of AVilliam Alikesell. who came from Bedford Co.. Penn.. to this
county in 1822. and settled in Newton Township, where he resided until his death,
which occurred in 1856. The subject of this sketch was born in Bedford Co.
in 1817. and grew to manhood on the farm in Newton Townsliip : when 20 yearsof age. he began to learn wagon-making, which he followed until 1847, when, on
account of ill health, he sold out and engaged in merchandising in Covington,
which he continued about seven years : after which he purchased the ;> Sugar
Grove Aiill"" in Newton Townsliip. and afterward the Covington, now called Dunkel's,.
Mill, and operated it from 1859 to 1805. 3Ir. J. C. Ullery being associated with
him : after he sold out his milling interest, he engaged in the - tree " trade, in which
he continued until the fall of 1879. when he retired : he is now occupied in looking:
after his lands and other affairs, and attending to such public business as the people choose to place upon him. 3Ir. Alikesell is the present Land Appraiser, a useful, respected citizen, having grown up in Aliami Co, and identified with some of
its important industries whieh have helped to develop the county. He owns, besides
his residence, a nice property on High street, in the soutii part of town : 150 acresnorth of and adjoining the corporation ; also 140 acres about two miles northeast.
He has been twice married : his first marriage, with Susan Fridley. of Pennsylvania.
was celebrated at her home in Franklin Co. in 1841 : her death occurred in this
county in 1845. His second marriage was with Betty Thompson, daughter of
Capt. John Thompson, ancl was celebrated in 1846. They are both worthy membersof the German Baptist Church, and useful, respected members ofthe community. He
had three cliildren by his first wife—A. F.. 3Iary 31. Rapp. of Alontgomery Co...
and Elizabetii Alohler. By his second wife he had three children—Catherine B.„
now Airs. AAilliam A'. Swisher, of Union City : Mellie and Jennie.
AD AAI 3IINNICH. Justice. Covington : is one of the oldest residents of Aliami
Co. now living in Covington : hewas born in Pennsylvania in 1810 : his youth was.
spent on a farm, and he had the privilege of attending school in winter ; in 1832.,
he came to 3Iontgomery Co.. Ohio : in the following year came to Covington, wherehe has resided continuously ever since. There were not. when he arrived, over half"
a dozen houses inthe town, not one of which is now standing, except as a part of someremodeled building. 3lr. Alinieh has been identified with the interests of 3Iiam_
Co.. and particularly of Covington, nearly a half-century, having been engaged in
merchandising almost continuously until I860, since which he has occupied some of"
the local offices, being the present Justice at Covington. He was married in 1838
to Aliss Alary A. Shade, daughter of Jeremiah Shade, who was a native of Pennsylvania, and came to 3Iiami Co. about the same time 3Ir. 3Iinnich did. 3Iary was born
in 1818. and was the mother of fourteen children, ten of whom are living.
RICHARD 3IORROAV. farmer : P. O. Covington. Richard Alorrow is a sort
of Allen 31orrow. a native of Pennsylvania ; emigrated to Ohio in the year I S l 2 ;located first in Hamilton Co, afterward moved to 3Iontgomery Co.. aud in 183T
arrived in this county and located in AA'ashington Township, where he lived untiL.
death. The subject of this sketch was born in Annstrong Co.. Penn.; after h e
attained his manhood he farmed eight years, then kept a hotel in Waynesville-.
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Warren Co., Ohio, for fourteen years; came to the conclusion that it was not a good
place for his children, sold out and bought a farm in this township, where he now
lives. He married Miss Ruth Beck, of Greene Co., August, 1837. They had eight
children, of whom five are living, all married.
JAMES MOTT, retired farmer; P. 0. Bloomertown; son of Zachariah
Mott, a native of Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio in the year 1818, and located in
Darke Co., about two miles east of Gettysburg ; lived there about six years, then
moved to Tippecanoe Co, Ind, and from there to White Co, where he lived until
death. James 3Iott, bom in Darke Co, Ohio, April 22, 1819, lived with his parents until he was 10 years old, the time of his father's death; he came back to
Ohio, and lived with an older brother for seven years, then began doing for
himself. June 12, 1845, he married 3Iiss Annie, a daughter of Joseph Elmore
a native of South Carolina. They had two children, one living—Nancy F , married John Etter, who is tending the farm. Mr. Mott has a splendid farm of 160
acres, with first-class buildings upon it, situated south of the 3Iott pike.
SAMUEL 3IURRAY, farmer and preacher, Covington ; is a son of David
Murray, who was a native of Pennsylvania, and came when a boy with his parents
to Montgomery Co., where he married Hannah Kimmel, and resided on Wolf Creek
until about 1832 or 1833, then removed with his family to Miami Co., having purchased the northeast quarter of Sec. 32, which he improved and lived on until in
1856, he sold out and retumed to Montgomery Co, where he still resides. The
subject of this sketch was bom in 3Iontgomery Co. in 1828, and grew to manhood here on the farm in the days of hard labor and limited facilities ; he has
always followed farming, first commencing for himself in Sec. 28 ; his farm is the
north half of two 80-acre tracts, one being in Sec. 32, and the other adjoining in
Sec. 33, it being the unimproved portion of each tract at the time he purchased ;
he has cleared most of it, erected the present neat and substantial buildings, and
the farm now compares favorably with others in this well-improved neighborhood.
He was married Jan. 23, 1851, to 3Iary Shellaberger, daughter of Jacob and Hannah (Mohler) Shellaberger, who also came from Pennsylvania, and settled in Sec.
33 of this township. She also grew up here, and both Mr. and 3Irs. 3Iurray went
to school in a log schoolhouse that stood on the same ground where the present
neat brick house is situated, in which their children are now being educated under
much more favorable circumstances than their parents enjoyed. 3Ir. Murray- is a
useful, respected citizen, and both he and his wife are members of the German
Baptist Church, of which he was elected Deacon in 1860, and since 1864 has been
the chosen and useful minister. They have five children, all of whom are as yet
members of the family- household.
DAVID 31. MURRAY, physician, Covington. Among the professional men
of Covington, of deserved reputation, is Dr. 3Iurray ; he is the son of D. 31. Murray, Sr, whose biography appears in connection with that of Rev7. Samuel 3Iurray.
The subject of this sketch was born on the farm near Covington in 1835 ; he began practice in Clark Co. in 1862, and in 1863 entered the army, where he served as
Acting Assistant Surgeon until the latter part of 1864, when he returned and practiced at Pleasant Hill about two y7ears, then purchased a drug store in Indiana, but
soon sold out and retumed to 31 iami Co. where he practiced a short time with Dr.
Cable at Covington, then bought a drug store in Dayton, which he conducted about
four years, practicing there at the same time ; he afterward retumed to 3Iiami Co.
and practiced again at Pleasant Hill about two years ; he again came to Covington
in 1877, and has practiced here since in connection with Dr. Cable; he is a respected member of his profession and a worthy Christian citizen.
P. L. C. MUTZ, farmer ; P. 0. Covington; he is a son of George Mutz, a
native of Germany, who was a soldier in the German army and deserted and came
to America about the year 1816; he first located in Pennsylvania and remained
thereuntil 1830, when he moved to Ohio, and located in Montgomery Co, where
he lived twenty-one years ; he then moved into Miami Co., and purchased a farm
in Newbeny Township, about three miles north of Covington ; the subject of this
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sketch was born in 3Iontgomery Co., Sept. 13, 1831 ; he was raised and educated
upon a farm and has always been engaged in that avocation. He married Miss
Ann C. Senepp March 6, 1857 ; they had four children—Mary 31, Huldah M,
William E. and George W. ; 3Ir. 3Iutz has a number one farm of 160 acres, which
was the first one entered in this part of the county.
JOHN NICHOLSON, farmer ; P. 0. Piqua ; he is a son of Samuel Nicholson,
a native of Kentucky, who, in 1815, emigrated to Ohio, and located in Piqua ; he
worked at the carpenter's trade, and helped build the first schoolhouse in the town ;
about the year 1820, he entered a quarter-section of land in the north part of Newberry Township, and began the labor of opening a farm. The subject of this sketch
was born in December, 1820, upon the Trotter farm ; his principal occupation has
been farming. His marriage with Henrietta, a daughter of Harvey Buchanan, was
celebrated April 1,1851 ; they had three children, two of whom are living—William
P. and Emma.
SA3IUEL NIXON, retired, Covington. Among the industries of Covington
and vicinity, which deserve mention, is the woolen mill of Nixon & Lewis, situated
on Greenville Creek, about three-quarters of a mile west of town. 3Ir. Nixon, a
native of Pennsylvania, was born in Bucks Co. in 1805; came to Ohio in 1826,
resided first in AVarren Co, then in Preble, where his father owned and operated a
carding machine. He removed to Richmond in 1833, where he remained until
1866, being engaged in a woolen mill; owned and operated a saw-mill about eleven
years, by whieh he lost the use of his limbs to some extent. He removed to
Covington in 1866, at the solicitation of his step-son, 3Ir. Lewis. His present neat
ancl commodious residence, situated on High street, he erected in 1868, and it was
then the most elegant and modern in Covington. 3Ir. Nixon is the son of AA'iUiam
and 3Iartha (Roberts) Nixon, whose deaths occurred at Richmond, Ind, he being
94 and she 85. They were married in 1801, and lived together sixty-six years;
had twelve children, seven of whom are now living, the youngest being 59 and the
oldest 79 ; Samuel was the fourth child. He learned his trade while a boy, and
has been an active, successful business man; is still vigorous in mind, although
crippled in body. He was married in 1841 to 3Irs. Barbara (Garber) Lewis, the
mother of Alfred Lewis, who is the junior member of the firm of Nixon & Lewis.
Her death occurred here in 1875 ; they had one child, a daughter—31 attie, who
now presides at his home.
AVILKINSON PEARSON, farmer; P. O. Covington; is a son of Benjamin
Pearson, a native of South Carolina, who came to this county in 1805 ; entered
land in Newton Township, ancl lived upon it until his death. The subject of this
sketch was born in South Carolina June 30, 1803, ancl came to this county with
his parents at 2 years of age, when it was quite in its infancy in respect to improvement. He was raised a farmer, and has followed that occupation all his life, until
within two years, when he rented his farm, and now lives retired from business
cares. Mr. P. has undergone all the hardships of early pioneer life, and has seen
the full development of the county. In 1826, he was married to Eleanor, a daughter
of Robert Leavell, a native of South Carolina; they had eight children, three of
whom are living. 3Ir. P. has given a farm to each of his children, and has a
beautiful home east of Covington, where he now lives.
SILAS PERRY, farmer ; P. O. Covington ; is a son of Amos Perry, a native
of Newberry District, S. C, who came to Ohio and located in this county in 1814 ;
he at first taught school several years, then entered land aud began the laborious
work of opening a farm ; he was the first Representative sent from this township,
and is supposed to be the one that suggested the name given to the township; he
also secured the charter of the Dayton & Covington pike. The subject of this
sketch was born July 12, 1827, in this township; was raised a farmer, and has been
always engaged in that occupation. He has been twice married; first, Nov. 24,
1857, with Miss 3Iaria, a daughter of Fielding and Sarah Dye, natives of New
Jersey ; Maria died June 15, 1868. leaving two chUdren—Luella and Arthur; his
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Second marriage was celebrated Nov 7 .24,1869, with 3Iiss Jennie Deweese. a daughter
o f David D . ; they had three children—Chas. E , Oran L. and AArilson A.
W. L. PERRY, fruit culturist; P. 0 . Covington. AV. L. Perry is a son of J.
W. Perry, a native of this township, born in the year 1817; he lived with his
father until his majority, then taught school duiing winter seasons, and during the
summer worked for his father ; lie continued to do so for nine years, then bought
3and, and has been engaged in fanning ever since : he is a brother of Silas Perry,
whose biography appears in this work. AAr. L. is an accomplished young raan. is
living with his parents, and is extensively engaged in raising small fruit, which is
Siis chief delight.
AIARTIN A. P E T E R S E I N E , farmer, etc.: P. 0 . Bloomertown : is a son of
J o h n A. Peterseine, a native of Prussia, who came to America about the year 1830
a n d located in Newberry Township upon the farm where 3Iarcin lives, and. with
t h e help of his children, cleared and cultivated it. The subject of this sketch, born
upon this farm Sept. 8, 1844, was reared ancl educated a farmer; he has a farm of
110 acres under good cultivation, with excellent buildings ; 3Ir. Peterseine has one
of the largest cane-mills in this county, and is extensively engaged in the manufacture of molasses, averaging about ten gallons per hour. His marriage with
Aliss 3Iary. a daughter of AVm. Keiser. of Darke Co, was celebrated Sept. 30.
1869 ; thev had two children—Semantha and Edith Alay.
J A 3 I E S L. P U R D Y ; P 0 . Covington ; is one of the oldest residents of Aliami Co. : he was born in Perry Co. in 1816 : his father removed to this county in
1825, located in AVashington Township and remained a resident of that township
all the remainder of his life. James L. began teaching in AVashington Townsliip
when quite young, ancl taught more or less until after his marriage. Then he permanently located in Covington, and was directly connected with the business of
Covington for a period of twenty years, since which, on account of old age and
deafness, he has retired from active business. From a mere financial point of view.
Mr. Purdy's life has not been a great success, but. nevertheless, he has been a very
useful citizen, and deserving of much more credit than is generally accorded him :
naturally modest, his claims upon the public were never pressed, but being possessed of a philosophical mind and a philanthropic heart, his labors have been not
so much for himself as for others. As a teacher, he was always in advance with
text-books and improved methods : was first to introduce AIcGuffey's readers into
the schools of Newberry Township : also first to introduce the blackboard, in which
he was very strongly opposed by some of his patrons ; as a citizen of Covington.
he has served in some capacity on the Board of Education almost continuously.
until within a few years, and has always been the friend and advocate of the advanced methods which have given us the present systematic and efficient schools.
A Presbyterian in faith, his practice has done honor to his profession : he has been
a student all his life, ancl the friend and patron of standard historical works : on
account of deafness, an affliction which began troubling him when young, and
which has grown upon him, interfering with his plans and prospects, books have
been his chief companions, and the writers of this work are indebted to him for
many facts connected with the early histoiy of the county. He vvas married in
1843 to Prudence Billingsley ; they have had two children—Emma D. and
Thomas L.
E L I A S RATCLIFF, farmer ; P. 0 . Covington : is a son of Elias Ratcliff, Sr,
a native of Surry Co, N. C, who, in 1816, came to Ohio and located in Alontgomery Co. There the subject of this sketch was born Alarch 12, 1824, aud received
his early education ; during early life, lie learned the trade of a blacksmith, in
which business he continued some seven years. He has been twice married ; first
on Oct. 26, 1846, with Aliss Alary Shaffer, a daughter of John Shaffer, a native of
North Carolina ; 3Iary Ratcliff died, leaving five children—Davis, Alonzo. Elizabeth S., Perry and Anna A. His second raarriage was with 3Iiss Susan, daughter
of Joel Hutchens, a native of North Carolina : thev had two children—Etta B.
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and AVillie A. AA'. 3Ir. Ratcliff has a beautiful farm, with good improvements, and
takes a great interest in raising fruit, especially small fruit.
GEORGE AA7. RAUCH, tanner; P. 0. Covington; was born in Fairfield Co.
in 1831, and grew to manhood there; in 1850, he went to 3Iontgomery Co., where
he learned tanning and conducted business there until 1860, when became to Covington ancl purchased the Covington tannery, which was built by James Ross in
1832. but then owned by James Campbell; 3Ir. Rauch rebuilt it and has operated
it ever since ; he came to Covington just before the C, C. & I. C. R. R. was put in
operation, and there was even then but a small beginning of a town; in the improvements which have followed, he has done his full share, having erected a fine
residence, in which he now resides : it is situated on an elevated ridge on the left
bank of the Stillwater, opposite the mouth of Greenville Creek, and is divided from
the remainder ofthe town by the Little Branch, which enters the Stillwater just below the house ; the residence has a suburban appearance, which is not only attractive to the eye. but a source of pleasure and comfort to the family. He was married in 1853, to Sarah J. AIoss, whose death occurred in 1865 ; they had six children, four of wiiora are now living—John AA'esley, now a respected resident of
Dayton. AA7. T. : James B , a resident of Cowley Co, Kan.; Urilla J. and Elsworth
31.: the latter two are members of the familv household. 3Ir. Rauch's second marriage was with 3Iiss A. 31. E. Beck, and was celebrated Feb. 6, 1867; she is a
daughter of David Beck, of Darke Co.; by her he has had five children, three of
whora are living—Nettie L, Osta A. and Carrie E.
S. AA'. REIN, teacher ; P. 0. Bloomertown ; is a son of Nicholas Rein, a
native of Germany. S. AV. was bora in Darke Co, Ohio, Nov. 13, 1859, and is a
young man of talent, promising something honorable for the future ; he is now preparing himself for a schoolteacher.
SAAIUEL REISH, retired farmer : P. 0. Covington ; a native of Pennsylvania
was born in Berks Co. in 1785 : married Rachel Coppas and came to this county from
Union Co, Penn, in 1834 ; he purchased the southeast quarter of Sec. 33, which
was then a wild, heavily timbered tract; after building a cabin, he removed his
family into it, and has resided on this place ever since ; having witnessed the work
of clearing and improving, in which he took an active part, he is one of the few
early settlers left living to tell the history of their toils, privations and difficulties ;
he has raised a family of seven sons ancVtwo daughters, all of whom are married;
for the past twenty years or more, he has not attempted to farm himself, but has
remained on the place, and although now past four score (85), is still in possession
of all his faculties.
JOHN RHOADES, farmer: P. 0. Bloomertown; born in Alontgomery Co,
Ohio. June 24, 1820 ; was reared upon a farm near Farmersville; when 20 years
old. he came to 31iami Co. and located in the northern part of Newberry Township, where he is living at the present time. He has twice been married ; first, on
Dec. 26, 1840, with 3Iiss Barbara Apple, of his native place ; she died June 1,
I860, leaving three children—Uriah V., Noah and Amanda : by his second marriage. which occurred Dec. 15, 1861. he has had five children, four living—William
F , George C, Emma J. and Charles D. By industry ancl economy, 31r. Rhoades
has accumulated a respectable fortune ; he has 352 acres, all in one tract, with
three sets of farm buildings upon it.
NOAH RHOADES. farmer; P. O. Covington; was born Nov. 29, 1851, upon
his father's farm in this township ; he was educated a farmer, and is engaged in
tilling his farm, which lies in Sec. 31. His marriage with 3Iiss Elizabeth, a daughter of Emmanuel Sherrer, a native of Shelby Co, Ohio, vvas celebrated Oct. 7,1876 ;
they had three children, two living—Clement Orness and Bessie Florence.
A. S. ROSENBERGER, physician, Covington; is the only "straight-out"
homoeopathist practicing in Covington ; he was born in Hancock Co, Ohio, in 1848 ;
his father being a farmer, his early youth was spent on a farm, attending school
during the winter ; when about 5 years of age, he was the victim of paralysis, his
whole left side being affected, but he afterward partially recovered from its effects,
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and his father determined on giving him an education ; accordingly, when 15 y7ears
of age, he was sent to the Academy at Berea ; afterward attended the Findla}7 High
School, and took a regular scientific course at Oberlin CoUege ; commenced the
study of medicine in Findlay in 1846-47, reading under the direction and tutorship of Drs. Austin and Detwiler, graduated at the Homoeopathic College at Cleveland in 1870, and commenced practice the same year in Carey, Ohio, afterward
practiced several years in Leipsic, and came to this county in 1878. During the
past winter, he attended a course of lectures at New York. His increasing practice
shows his value as a physician, while the general high esteem in which he is held
by the citizens of this vicinity indicates his character as a citizen. He has
recently been chosen minister in the German Baptist Church, of which he is a
member, and is universally esteemed by the people of his acquaintance. He was
married in 1871 to Miss Sabina E. Workman, of Holmes Co. ; they have two children.
A. ROUTSON, merchant; P. 0. and residence, Covington. Among the old
reliable business enterprises of Covington is that known as " Routson's Store."
3Ir. Routson is a native of Marydand, was born in 1825 ; his youth was spent on a
farm ; his parents resided in Pennsydvania, and later, in Shelby7 Co, Ohio. A\rhen
15 years of age he came to Covington, first learned the tailor's trade, then carried
on a tailoring establishment, gradually7 accumulating a little stock. In 1844, Dr.
Harrison became a partner, and they" added a stock of dry goods, groceries, etc,
thus establishing a store of general merchandise, which 3Ir. R. has continued to
operate ever since. Mr. Routson came to Covington in 1840, a poor boy, learned
a trade and gradually worked his way up, until the firm, now consisting of A. Routson and W. O. Routson, under the style of A. Routson & Son, are doing the largest
business in Covington, aggregating about $60,000 per annum, which speaks more
praise for his enterprise and business ability than pen can express. He has also
been identified with other business enterprises, having been connected with a warehouse for a time, and was one of the new company which re-organized the Stillwater VaUey Bank in 1879 ; is now one of its Board of Directors, and also Vice
President. Nor is the business of Covington the only matter of public importance
in which he has taken interest, and with which he has been identified ; he has
united the qualities of a business man and those of a Christian citizen ; has been
connected with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church here for upward of twentyyears, and is now one of its main supporters. His residence, situated on High
street, is a large two-story7 brick, elegantly furnished and pleasantly located. He
was married in 1846 to 3Iiss 3Iartha Clarke, a native of Virginia, but at that time
a resident of Covington ; her death occurred June 2, 1868 ; they had seven children, four of whom are now living—3Iary Bell (now the wife of J. T. Bartmass, Superintendent of the Tippecanoe High School), William O. (now associated with his
father), H. W. B. (now assisting in the store), and 3Iiss 3Iattie E. 3Ir. Routson's
second marriage was with 3Iiss S. M. Bierly-, daughter of Joseph Bierly. who is
also a resident of Covington.
REUBEN ROUTSON, farmer; P. 0. Bloomertown; is a son of George
Routson, a native of Maryland, who came to Ohio in the year 1832, and entered
the farm upon which Reuben now resides. The subject of this sketch was born
upon the farm entered by his father, Aug. 5, 1833; was educated a farmer, and,
when young, learned the trade of a carpenter, which he worked at eleven years ;
since has been engaged in farming. He has held the office of Trustee three terms.
He married Miss Catharine, a daughter of David Rodehaffer, deceased ; they had
ten children, nine living—George W, 3Iargaret A., David J , Angeline B , 3Iary7 J ,
Sarah A., Ida May, Wesley S. and Suvilla J.
DAVID ROUTSON, retired farmer; P. 0. Covington ; is a native of 3Iaryland, bom in CarroU Co. in 1816 ; came with his parents to Shelby7 Co, Ohio, in
1833, where he grew to manhood, and was married, 3Iarch 9, 1841, to Catharine,
daughter of George Snow, deceased, who then resided about one mile west of
Covington ; Mr. Routson was raised a farmer, and followed that occupation untU
failing health compeUed him to relinquish i t ; for a number of years, the farming
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was done by his sons, under his supervision, but, in the faU of 1878, he rented the
farm to two sons, and removed to Covington, hoping to better his health by
releasing himself entirely from care ; he now has, besides his residence on High
street, the old farm in Shelby Co., containing 130 acres, which is well improved,
and 126 acres in 3Iontgomery- Co., also in a good state of cultivation with good
buildings; he has been a useful, industrious citizen, and it is hoped he may be
spared to reside in Covington many years ; 3Ir. and 3Irs. Routson are the parents
of eleven children, seven of whom are Uving—Elias W , Henry A , George W , Dorothea Ann (now 3Irs. Uriah Rhoades, of this township), John G, Sarah 31. and Albert
L. ; Elias W. was a member of the 110th 0. Y. I , and one of the two who retumed,
of seven that went out together ; he is now a resident of 3Iontgomery Co.
HENRY A. ROUTSON, farmer ; P. 0. Bloomertown ; a son of David Routson ; was bom Dec. 13, 1844, in Shelby Co, Ohio, and lived with his parents until
he attained his manhood. He married 3Iiss Susan, a daughter of George Schaefer :
they had six children, five of whom are living, viz, 3Iary A , Fernandez 0 , Laura
D, Catharine E. and Olive R. 3Ir. Routson has a beautiful farm, with good
buildings ; he is a prosperous farmer and respected citizen.
WILLIA3I ROUTSON, farmer; P. O. Bloomertown. William Routson,
born Dec. 29, 1853, in Shelby Co, Ohio, is a son of Jacob E. Routson, a native of
Pennsylvania, living now in Shelby Co. ; William moved into this county in the
year 1874, and located on the farm where he now lives. He married, 3Iarch 22,
1873, 3Iiss Sarah E , a daughter of George Shaefer, and sister of J. G, whose
biography appears in this work ; they have four chUdren, viz., Lartha Eldora.
Jacob E. M, 31aria E. A. and Harry AV.
J. W. RUHL, dealer in stone and lime, Covington. Among the business enterprises of Covington, the quarrying of stone is the most extensive, and 31 r.
Ruhl is one of the leading men in this line ; he was born at Gallon, Ohio, in 1837;
his parents removed to Springfield in 1848, his father having purchased a tract of
land which then adjoined the corporation, but which was soon after taken into the
corporation; here J. AV. grew to manhood ; in 1861, he came to Covington, and
engaged at farming until the fall of 1868, when he purchased the stone quarry
which he is now operating ; his quarry is at the south end of town, along the bluff
of the left bank of Stillwater, and has a perpendicular wall of twenty to thirtyfive feet solid stone, the upper half being porous limestone, from which a very
good article of white lime is made; the lower half is solid stone, in layers from
four to thirty inches in thickness, from wliich all kinds of building stone, from
common wall to the neatest caps and sills, are procured: Mr. Ruhl has erected a
Pelton patent kiln, with a capacity of 300 bushels per day of twenty-four hours ;
to quarry, dress and shape the different kinds of stone and burn the lime requires,
in the season, from ten to twenty-five workmen, according to the demands of his
trade; it will thus be seen that 3Ir. Ruhl has been identified with one of the important industries of Covington for the past eleven years, and is now prepared, by
reason of his experience and improved facUities, to do a still larger business when
the new railroad, now being constructed, shall give a new outlet for the riches that
here Ue in mother earth ; 3Ir. Ruhl's residence is a neat, commodious frame, situated at the extreme south end of High street, in the rear of which is his quarry
and limekiln. He was married, in 1876, to 3Irs. Zipporah DeA7ault, daughter of
Charles Lindsay, one of the early settlers of Newberry Township.
JOHN G. SCHAEFER, minister, Piqua; bom in Maryland; is a son of George
Schaefer, deceased. J. G. was raised upon a farm, and when 19 years of age went
to attend the Capitol University at Columbus, to prepare for the mmistry ; he
received a thorough course and mastered all the principal languages except Hebrew.
Immediately after he received his degree, he was ordained minister of the Lutheran
Church, and has always been engaged in the cause. He has had charge of St. Peter's
Lutheran Church, near Webster, for the last twenty years. He married Miss Elizabeth Shick, of Logan Co, Ohio. They had six children—3Iary C, living in Toledo,
Ohio ; H. N , living in Shelby Co.; John W , Martin L., 3Iatilda and Maria L.
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MRS. L. SCHNEPP, farming ; P. 0. Covington. AVilliam Schnepp, deceased,
was born in Champaign Co, Ohio, Aug. 21, 1830; in 1852, he came to this county
and purchased the farm now occupied by his widow. He vvas murdered by John
Riddle and Frank Stover, now in the State Prison. 3Ir. Schnepp was a man of
excellent character, a prosperous farmer, and in every respect was highly esteemed
by his neighbors. Louisa 31aggart (Schnepp) was born in Champaign Co. April
14, 1836. They were married Oct. 24. 1852. Thev had three children, but all
died in 1860.
SA3IUEL SEARER, farmer; P. 0. Bradford ; born in Juniata Co, Penn,
May7 19. 1837 ; is a son of Christian Searer, a native of Berks Co, Penn, who came
to Ohio in 1845, ancl located in Newberry Township. 3Iiami Co. He purchased
eighty acres of land now within the corporation of Bradford, where he is living at
present. The subject of this sketch was raised and educated upon a farm, and
was 7 years old when his parents came to Ohio. After he attained his manhood,
he taught school for several terms, ancl since has been engaged in farming. He
married 3Iiss Hannah, a daughter of John J. Harrison, of Newton Township, February, 1868 ; they had one child—Rosa Annie. He has a beautiful farm of 60
acres within the corporation of Bradford, with good farm buildings, and everything
in good order.
D. C. SHELLABERGER. merchant, Covington ; is the present representative of a pioneer family, being the son of Dr. 31. R. Shellaberger, who was a native
of Pennsylvania, and an early resident of 3Iiami Co. D. C. was born in Covington
in 1841 ; his early youth was spent there, during which he received the benefit of
such educational advantages as the home school afforded ; when 16 years of age.
he took a two years" course of instruction at the Piqua High School. AAThen the
first call was made for three years' troops, he vvas the second one to volunteer at
Covington, and was assigned to the 44th 0. V. I , which he entered as a private,
but was immediately appointed First Sergeant of Co. B. In the spring of 1862.
having passed a rigid examination (one peculiar to the command of Col. Cook, who
was a regular), was commissioned Second Lieutenant, in which capacity he served
until the latter part of the winter of 1864, when by reason of injury incapacitating
him for duty, he resigned, after which, on account of ill health, he spent the spring
and summer in New7 York under medical treatment, then returned to Covington
and engaged in general merchandising in company with a brother who is now
deceased. After about three years, he sold out and opened a hardware store, in
which his father, in the spring of 1871. became a partner. In June, 1879. the
father died, and D. C. again became sole proprietor, and is now doing a very satisfactory business, being the leading house in Covington in the hardware
line. His store building, the property of his father's estate, of which he
has the charge, is conveniently located on High street, and is well calculated for the extensive stock which he now carries. 3Ir. Shellaberger
is a life-resident of Aliami Co, and, although a young man, is already
regarded among the most substantial business men of the place ; has been Township Treasurer; is now a member of the Council, and Secretary of the District
School Board. He was niarried in 1864 to 3Iiss Rose SheUenberger, daughter of
Jacob E. SheUenberger, who was an early resident of 3Iiami Co. 3Ir. and 3Irs.
Shellaberger are respected, useful members of society. They have three children,
one son and two daughters.
3IRS. CATHERINE SHELLENBERGER, Covington. 3Irs. SheUenberger
is the widow of Jacob E. SheUenberger, who came from Pennsylvania to 3Iiami
Co. in 1833 ; he was a saddler ancl was employed at his trade here until about
1847, when he built the brick store on the east side of High street, at the north side
of the alley between Spring and Pearl streets, and added a general stock of hardware. In 1870, he sold out to his son-in-law, and in 1872 his death occurred. The
widow who survives him was his second wife ; she is a daughter of Joseph SheUenberger, of Pennsylvania, and was married to Mr. J. E. SheUenberger in Philadelphia in 1854. His first wife was Miss Jane E. 3IcDow7ell, also of Pennsylvania.
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By his first wife he had eight cliildren, five of whom attained majority, and three
are now living—3Irs. Clinton SheUenberger, 3Irs. George W. Freshour and Dr.
James E. SheUenberger. By his second wife, he had eight children, six of whom
are now living—Jennie. Addie. Ida. Eva. May and Olive.
ELLEN SHELLENBERGER, Covington; she is the daughter of Samuel
Thompson, whose biography appears in this work. She was married to D. 31.
SheUenberger, in 1861, who was the son of Jacob E. SheUenberger. by his first
wife ; D. 31. received a business education, being brought up to the hardware business, and continued with his father in that trade here until 1867, when he went to
Brownsville. Neb, and in company with his brother AV. D. engaged in the hardware trade there : they w-ere quite successful; but consumption claimed both for its
victims, and compelled them to relinquish their business ; both returned to Covington and died here at the place of their birth ; the decease of D. AI. occurred in
1871, and that of his brother, in the following year ; 3Ir. SheUenberger. although a
young man, had established a reputation as a business man of ability, and by his
many good qualities, had won a large number of friends, who deeply mourned his
early demise : the widow and three children who survive him are pleasantly and
comfortably situated : her residence, on A\7all street is one of the best in the town.
and her home, in its surroundings and furnishings, indicates culture and refinement.
LEAVIS C. SHOE, farmer"; P. 0. Covington : be is a sou of Solomon Shoe,
who was born near Hagerstown Ind, and emigrated to Ohio in 1820, and entered
land in this county. Newberry Township : he has a large farm situated on Harrison
Creek, which has one of the best springs that can be found along the Creek ; Lewis
C. was born Oct. 5. 1849. near AIilton. Union Townsliip ; he is a man that is respected by all who know him : he was reared and educated a farmer, ancl is still
engaged in the business.
J. R. SHU3IAN, banker, President Stillwater Aralley Bank, Covington. Of
the business men of Covington, none are more worthy of special mention than is
J. R. Shuman. He was born in Pennsylvania in 1826. and his early life was
spent on a farm, during which he received such education as the schools afforded
and a three years" attendance at the Tuscarora Academy, after which he taught
two winters. He came to Covington in 1851 ; engaged in the dry-goods business,
and continued in mercantile pursuits from that time until 1872. when he was
chosen President of the Stillwater A'alley Bank, a position fbr which his varied
mercantile experience had eminently fitted hira, and his long and successful management proves him the right man in the right place. He was married iu 1855 to
Aliss Sophronia J. Huckins, who was a native of Bangor, 3Ie, and at the time of
her marriage a resident of Indiana. 3Ir. Shuinan's residence is one of the largest
in Covington ; is surrounded by a spacious yard, very neatly adorned. It is situated on a prominent part of Pearl street. Mr. Shuman came to Covington 'when
there was but a small beginning of a town, and has been identified with its improvements, and aided materially in securing many of them, having contributed more
than $3,000 toward the construction of pikes and other public improvements.
HENRY SPITTLER, retired. Covington, a native of Pennsylvania : was born
in Lebanon Co. in 1811 : raised on a farm, and has followed farming with the
exception of the past twelve years. He carae to 3Iiami Co. in 1849 and settled
about live miles northwest of Covington, where he remained until 1869, wh_n he
purchased a residence iu Covington, to which he removed and retired from active
labor. In 1872, he. in company with .A'ilkerson Pierson and John Shuman, opened
a bank in Covington, which is now known as the Stillwater A'alley Bank. They
began with $35,000 cash capital. At one time, 3Ir. Spittler held all the stock,
except about 1.1,000. and has been its principal stockholder during all its existence.
The bank was managed with such perfect honesty and stability that it passed
safely through the crisis of 1873, and has been growing in the confidence and
patronage of the people ever since. Its history is given more completely elsewhere,
and need not, therefore, be repeated here. Mr. Spittler has been successful both
as a farmer and banker, and is now a val uable citizen. He was married in
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Pennsylvania to Susan Banner ; they have reared eleven children, eight of whom are
now Uving ; aU are married—five are residents of this county—two are in Indiana,
and one in 3Iissouri. Mrs. Spittler's death occurred here 3Iarch 7, 1870.
JOHN SOWERS, grain and stock dealer, Bradford ; of the firm of J. Sowers &
Son, grain and stock dealers; is a son of Henry S, a native of Maryland ; came from
Maryland to Pennsylvania, and, in 1836, he moved to Ohio and located in Richland Co., living there until his death. The subject of this sketch was born and
raised in York Co, Penn, Feb. 6, 1814 ; when 17 years old, he learned house carpentry and cabinet-making; in 1835, he came to Ohio ; in the spring of 1836, retumed to Pennsylvania, and, in the fall of the same year, came back to Ohio and
located in Covington, Miami Co.; he worked at his trade in all about fourteen years;
he then began railroading and merchandising, carrying on business himself awhile;
afterward was in the firm of Routson, Leonard & Co.; when the Piqua & Union
RaUroad was built, he had the agency ; built a warehouse and began dealing in
grain and stock ; he carried on business there until 1868 ; sold out and came to
Bradford ; built a warehouse (the first building put up in Bradford), and bought
the first grain sold in the town; he had also a business room in the house and sold
the first goods ; they are doing a very good business ; their annual sales being
about 100,000 bushels. His mamage was celebrated Jan. 3,1838, with 3Iiss 3Iary,
a daughter of John Thompson, one of the first settlers in 3Iiami Co. ; they had
eight children, of whom six are living—William H , John T, Ora B , Annie, Frank
F. and Sylvester S.
JOSEPH TEAGUE, retired farmer ; P. O. Covington ; is a son of 3Ioses
Teague, who was a native of South Carolina and emigrated to Ohio in the year
1805 ; stopped in AVarren Co. about six months ; then came to 3Iiami and located
near Ludlow Falls ; they lived there forty-three years ; moved then to Indiana and
remained there ten years ; came back to 3Iiami Co. and lived here until death.
The subject of this sketch was born in Newton Township, 3Iiami Co., Sept. 15,
1818, and lived with his parents upon a farm until he attained his majority.
He
married Miss Mary A, daughter of David Patty, a native of South Carolina ; after
his marriage, he learned the tanning business, and followed it about ten years on
the old home farm in Newton Township ; he then purchased a farm in Darke Co.,
mostly all timber ; opened and improved it, living there about twenty-five years ;
in 1879, he traded his farm in Darke Co. for the J. 31. 3Iahler farm in Newberry
Township, 3Iiami Co., situated on the 3Iott pike ; this is a splendid farm of 118
acres, with a spring upon it that has few equals.
SA3IUEL TH03IPSON, retired farmer, Covington, is one of the oldest settlers now living in this township ; he was born in North Carolina in 1802, and
came with his parents, Sylvester and Polly Thompson, to 3Iiami Co. in about 1807 ;
they first settled in Newton Township, entering the tract now known as the Landis
farm ; afterward entered the west half of Sec. 32, in this township, removing to it
about 1817, and also entered two quarter-sections on Greenville Creek about the
same time ; he resided here in Sec. 32 until his death. Samuel grew to manhood
here in the pioneer days of 3Iiami Co. ; went to a subscription school held in a
log cabin at Sugar Grove, but later on a cabin was built in the present 3Iohler
neighborhood; soon after he had attained his majority, he came in possession of
the northwest quarter of Sec. 32, upon which he built a cabin, where he removed
his family, and has resided here all his life; when he came upon this tract it was
all woods, except u an opening " of six or eight acres ; now it is one of the finest
farms in the county; there is a good brick house, and other farm buildings to correspond, all the result of his labor and management. He was married in 1823, to
Hannah, daughter of Peter Rench, who settled in Newton Township before the war
of 1812 ; they had a family of eleven chUdren, and, what is remarkable, there has
been as yet but one death in the family—that of the mother, who died Sept. 14,
1879 ; the chUdren are all married, and each has a family; their names are as follows : Catherine, Falkoner, David, whose biography appears in this work ; William,
now a resident of Iowa; Nancy, now Mrs. Duncan, of Darke Co. ; Mary, now Mrs.
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D. J. Martin, of Covington; Rhoda, now 3Irs. B. F. Jones, of Chicago; Samuel,
now a resident of Findlay ; Lavina, now Mrs. Z. Tobias, of Covington ; Josephus :
Ellen SheUenberger, also of Covington ; and Betty, now Mrs. Isaac Heckman.
Josephus was born in 1840, and grew to manhood here on the farm upon which his
father first settled. He was married, in 1861, to Amanda, daughter of Otha Rench,
who was an early resident of Piqua, and later of Newton Township. 3Ir. and Mrs.
Josephus Thompson have resided here on the old homestead ever since their
marriage, having the care of his parents for several years past. They have six
children.
DAVID R. TH03IPSON, Covington ; son of Samuel Thompson, whose biography7 appears in this work, was born in 1825, and grew to manhood here in the
days of log schoolhouses and limited farming facilities. He was manied, in 1845.
to Catharine, daughter of Wm. Long, Sr, a pioneer of Newton Township ; after his
marriage, he remained on his father's farm for about two years, then purchased and
removed to his present homestead, in Sec. 32, which formerly belonged to his
grandfather; his wife's death occurred here April 10,1853 ; by her had four children,
three of whom are now living; he was again married, Nov. 10, 1856, to Susan
Lehman. During the following winter his house was bumed, consuming all his
furniture and clothing ; this house stood near where his present residence stands.
and was erected by his grandfather about 1810 ; it was made of hewn logs,
weather boarded, ancl was at the time of building considered the finest residence in
the county. It will be seen, 3Ir. Thompson is a life-resident, and has been identified
with the history and development of Newberry Township from the pioneer days to
the present time ; the present homestead contains 130 acres, and is in an advanced
state of cultivation. He is the father of eleven children, ten of whom are living ;
by his first wife he had Joseph R, Orrin and Alonzo ; his second wife's children
were Charles, D. C, Elizabeth, John F., Edwin, Clinton and Samuel.
HENRY TUCKER, blacksmith, Covington; a Buckeye by birth; was bom
in 1833 ; is a son of Abraham Tucker, a native of Tennessee, and for several years
a resident of Union Township, in this county, where his death occurred in 1845.
The subject of this sketch, then being a lad of 12 years of age, was thrown upon
his own resources ; when 15 years of age, he began work at his trade in West 3IUton, and has foUowed it ever since, with the exception of about two years, during
which he was engaged in different occupations, but returned to his trade again ;
most of the time he worked in the vicinity of Laura, but the years from 1867 to
1876 were spent in Indiana; in 1876, he came to Covington, and in 1878, purchased his present property, which is located in the south part of town, on High
street, his shop and residence adjoining, being very conveniently and pleasantly
located. He was married, in 1853, to Olive, daughter of Elam Kelly, who was a
native of Pennsylvania and an early resident of Union Township ; the fruits of
this union have been five children, two of whom are living. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Tucker
are both members of the Christian Church, and respected by all who know them.
JOHN ULLERY, retired farmer ; P. 0. Covington; one of the oldest residents
now living in Newberry Township ; is a son of Jacob Ullery, a native of 3Iaryland,
who left there in the spring of 1810 and came by wagons to Pittsburgh, where he
purchased an old " flat." upon which he loaded his goods and family and floated
down to Cincinnati; here they stayed about three weeks, being detained by a sick
child, which died and was buried within the present limits of the city; he then
hired teams to take him to Dayton, where he rented one of the little shanties of
which Dayton was then composed, but only remained about one month ; while living here, he purchased a tract of 160 acres of Govemment land, about ten miles north
of Dayton, to which he removed ; the following winter he came up the StiUwater.
prospecting, and, having an eye to a mUl-site, purchased, for $300, the southeast
quarter of Sec. 30, in Newberry Township, a part of which he afterward laid out
in town lots ; in the foUowing spring, he removed his famUy to the new purchase;
as there was but a small cabin partly built, the famUy had to shift as best they
could until thc cabin could be enlarged and made suitable for occupation; during
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the war which commenced the following year. 3Ir. Ullery took his family ancl went
back south to the older settlements, but, having a fine crop of wheat, came up with
help and harvested and stacked his wheat; notwithstanding the presence of
Indians and, what would now be more dangerous, a company of troops, stationed
at the block-house which stood near the mouth of Greenville Creek, he found that
stack all right three years afterward, and it furnished bread for his faraily until he
could get another start; about 1817, he purchased a saw-mill near Fort Greenville,
which he removed and erected on his place : this was the first saw-mill in Newberry Township: after having cleared about 30 acres, he laid out in town lots that
part of his place which is now between High street and the river: he sold his mill,
which was in running order, to Benjamin Lehman for S4.000. being then thought a
large price ; he purchased several tracts in the vicinity of Covington, the northwest
quarter of Sec. 29 being one of them : a part of this tract he afterward sold in
town lots, and this is now the most attractive residence property in the town. Air.
Ullery was an active, useful citizen, and, could he now see what has been developed
from his humble beginning seventy years ago. he would no doubt exclaim. •• I have
seen and am satisfied ; now let me die in peace." But. while he did not live to see
much of the richness of his pioneer settlement, some of his sons still remain to
see and enjoy the blessings handed down by the arduous efforts of the former generation. Jacob Ullery was twice married, and had five children by the first wife
ancl eleven by the second. John, the oldest child, was born in 3Iaryland 3Iay 22.
1801, and was therefore only a lad when his parents came to 31 iami Co, and
received but little education, for, after they came here, at first there was no school.
and later, when there vvas one, his services were too important at home ; his education was, therefore, of that practical character that could be obtained swinging
the ax and hoe, or following the plow. He was married in 1822 to Elizabeth.
daughter of Powell Dale, an early settler of Newberry Township : they began
housekeeping on the farm in Sec. 29, where he now resides ; when he came here
there was but an ••opening"—now it is in a good state of cultivation, with fair
buildings ; he had eleven children, six of whom are living, and all but one are
m a n i e d ; the oldest son, Samuel, was a member of the 11 Oth 0 . A'. I , and was
a prisoner during the last six or seven months of the war, the most of that time
being spent in the notorious Andersonville Prison. The youngest son. John D ,
was in the 100-day service : is still single, and resides, as also does his father.
with James 3Ic3Iaken, who has rented the farm : Air. Ullerv's death occurred Feb.
6, 1875.
DAA7ID E. ULLERY, farming and saw-milling ; P. 0. Piqua. His fiither was
born in Alontgomeiy Co, Ohio, and came to 3Iiami Co. with John Ullery. whose
biography appears in this work. D. E. was born Oct. 25. 1839. upon the farm
where he lives, was educated a farmer, ancl has traveled considerably. April 22,
1861, he enlisted in the 20th 111. A7. I.: was in the engagements at Fort Donelson.
Pittsburg Landing and Raymond, where he was severely wounded ; he was taken
prisoner before Atlanta, G a , July 22. 1864. ancl was in the Andersonville Prison
seven months. His marriage with 3Iiss Rachel, a daughter of Peter Passage,
deceased, was celebrated Aug. 26,1865 ; they had six children, five living—3Iinnie.
Sarah, Clifford. Joseph and an infant not yet named.
L. B. V A L E N T I N E , teacher and farmer : P. O. A'ersailles ; was born Dec. 27.'
1857, upon his father's farm ; he was raised a farmer, but, the last few years, has
been preparing himself for a school-teacher ; he is the only child of Uriah and Harrietta Valentine ; his father was born in Frederick Co, Md, Dec. 29,1819 : moved
to Ohio in the year 1844, ancl located in A7ersailles, Darke Co.; was a tailor by
trade, and followed the business in that place for twelve years, then came to this
county7 and purchased the farm where he now lives.
J . G. WAGNER, tile manufacturer, Covington ; is comparatively a youngman ;
he was born in Berks Co, P e n n , in 1834 ; became fatherless when a child, and,
when 7 years of age, was bound out to an uncle who was a farmer ; when he was
16 years of age, his uncle sold the farm and released him, after which he sustained
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himself principally by teaching ; in 1861, he was employed in the Quartermaster's
Department about three months, but, on account of a chronic disease, was compelled to return home, where he resumed teaching. In 1862, he enlisted in the
167th Penn. Y. I. for nine months' service, in which he served as First Sergeant of
Co. B until the expiration of the term. In 1865, he came to Ohio, and was
employed as Superintendent of Pleasant Hill School two years, of the Tippecanoe
school about three years, and of other schools at different periods, teaching in
Ohio in all about nine years; in 1875, he purchased an interest in Ford &
Co.'s wheel works, at Tippecanoe, of which he was superintendent two years,
increasing the business materially : in 1877. Air. AVagner came to Covington and
purchased 20 acres of land adjoining the town, which included the tile factory,
which he has since successfully conducted : the factory possesses an O'Ferrall
machine, a square kiln, 134-xl84- feet, and 9 feet high inside, with 245 feet of shedding, and complete ancl systematic arrangements for handling material, etc.; the
growing demand for tile has induced a great growth of factories ; 3Ir. AA7agner
has increased the aggregate of his business, and is now doing probably more than
any other two similar establishments in this county. He was married, in 1869, to
Aliss Harriet, daughter of AVilliam Pierson. deceased, who was a resident of Newton Township : thev have one child, a daughter.
AARON AVARNER. larmer ; P. 0. Bradford ; born in Alontgomery Co, Ohio.
Nov. 1. 1832 ; was raised and educated a fanner, and has always been engaged in
that occupation; he owns one of the nicest farms in Newberry Township, with a
good house and one of the best barns in the county, having a supporting roof, situated on an elevation with a beautiful descent to the south: he has everything
handy and well arranged about his premises. He married Aliss Charlotte, a daughter of Solomon Bassennan. a native of Pennsylvania. Dec. 1, 1853 ; they had four
cliildren, viz, David B , Elmira. Albert B. and Alice. Aaron, son of Henry Warner, a native of Alontgomery Co, Ohio, moved to Aliami about the year 1835, and
located upon the farm owned now by his son. Aaron, lying about one and a half
miles northeast of Bradford : in 1872, he sold the farm to Aaron and purchased a
farm southwest of Bradford, in Darke Co, where he now resides.
A. WEAVER, 31. D, druggist, Covington: is one of the firm of AA'eaver 6c
Kendell. druggists, of Covington, who commenced business here about four years
ago. and are now carrying a full stock of drugs and druggists" sundries, receiving
a liberal patronage in their business, besides doing a large practice. Dr. Weaver
was born in A'irginia in 1822. and his youth was spent on a farm in Alontgomery
Co, his parents having emigrated to Ohio when he was a babe: he began reading
medicine in Canton. Ill, in 1845, completing his studies with Dr. Gish. of Salem.
Alontgomery Co., Ohio, with whom he was associated in practice about two years :
in 1852. he removed to North Clayton. Aliami Co, where he practiced eleven years,
after which, in 1863. he carae to Covington, where he has remained ever since, having a very satisfactory practice; thus, it will be seen, the Doctor has been identified with the history of Aliami Co. for more than a quarter of a century. He w7as
married, in 1856, to Aliss B. E. Whitmer. who was born in Pennsylvania iu 1838,
and is the daughter of Samuel Whitmer. an early resident of Aliami Co.
GEORGE^AA'IHLEY, retired farmer: P. 0". Covington; i s a son of 3Iichael
Wihley. a native of Pennsylvania, where George was also born, 31 arch 15,1805 ; he
was raised a farmer, and followed that business in Pennsylvania until the year 1855 :
when he moved to this State, located in this county, and has been engaged in farming until 1870 ; then he rented his farm, purchased a residence in Covington, and
now lives retired from hard labor. On Nov. 25. 1830, lie was united iu marriage
with 3Iiss Sarah Saylor: they had seven children, four living—Julia A , Alary.
Samuel ancl Sarah. 3Ir. Wihley is afflicted with a nervous affection that injures his
health and produces sleepless nights.
SAMUEL AVILEY, farmer; P. O. Covington; is a son of George Wiley,
whose biography appears in this work. The subject of this sketch was born Jan.
23, 1840, in York Co, Penn. He was reared a farmer and has always been engaged
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in that avocation. On June 9, 1866, he married 3Iiss Sarah E , daughter of Rudy
Bollinger ; they had four children of whom two are living—Susan and 3Iartha.
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, retired farmer; P. 0. Covington ; a life-resident of
Miami Co.; is the son of Michael Williams, and grandson of 3Iichael Williams Sr.
Michael, Sr., was a native of South Carolina, and a soldier from that colony- in the
Revolution. He married Barbara Sumce, afterward became a resident of Virginia;
removed to the Northwest Territory, and located on Mad River, near what is now
Dayton, which then consisted of a few huts, with a few French fur-traders for its
business men ; the year following, he removed to Honey Creek, in this county, and
in 1800 removed to Newton Township, where he located or " squatted " (as the
lands were not yet surveyed) on Stillwater, and entered the land as soon as practicable. Michael, Jr., was born in South Carolina in 1780, and accompanied his
parents to Miami Co., where he married Elizabeth, daughter of William Long, who
was also a pioneer of Newton Township. During the war of 1812, 3Ir. AVilliams
was a member of a Home Guard company, which was stationed at a block-house
buUt about three-fourths of a mile west of what is now Pleasant Hill. About
1820, he removed to Newberry Township, having purchased a farm in Sec. 34, where
he resided until his death in 1850. After having taken part in the labor and privations of pioneer life, he lived to see something of its developments. He was
County Commissioner nineteen years. The present court house was built during
his term of office. The subject of this sketch was born in Newton Township in
1810, and grew to manhood here in the pioneer days of 3Iiami Co. All the schooling he gotin his youth was a few months' attendance atthe "subscription" schools
which were then held in some unoccupied cabin. But, as he was a bachelor and
felt the need of education, he attended the somewhat improved schools when as old
as 30. He was married in 1844 to Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Gilbert, who was
also a pioneer of this county. Mr. Williams has been a farmer all his life, but is
now retired from active labor, and his farm is operated by a son and son-in-law.
Mr. Williams, it will be seen, is the descendant of a pioneer family and has been
identified with the interests of 3Iiami Co. in general, and Newberry Township in
particular, for more than a half-century. He has been Townsliip Trustee and is
still a useful and respected citizen. Although a bachelor until 34 years of age, has
been thrice married. His second marriage was with 3Iiss Nancy A. A7anorman, an
Eastera lady. His third wife was 3Irs. Sarah (Waymire) Williams. By his first
wife he had six children, only two of whom are living—Nancy A , now Mrs. S. B.
Riber, and William C.
D. A. YOUNCE, phy-sician, Covington ; is a son of Abraham Younce, a German Baptist minister, and a native of this county, now residing in Preble Co, Ohio,
who has been preaching for forty years. The subject of this sketch was bom June
2, 1837, in this county, and was reared a farmer, having a common-school education ; after he attained his manhood, he followed farming for eight years; while
lifting a heavy box, he broke a ligament in his hip, by7 which he lost the entire use
of his leg; a kind friend prescribed a remedy, and, by adding several oils, he
effected a cure ; during his lameness, he began the study of medicine; by the
addition of several more oils, he effected many great cures ; he is the patentee of
D. & A. Younce's Indian Cure Oil, which is sold in seventeen different States besides his own ; he treats all chronic diseases. He married 3Iiss Catharine Westfall,
and their children are—Sarah A , Rosetta, 3Iary Ida, Elizabeth J , Martha E ,
Davis E., R. Delley, Belle. Clara A. and William C.
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ENOCH BEERY, farmer; born in Fairfield Co. Ohio, in 1823 ; is the son of
Isaac Beery, a native of Rockingham Co., A7a, whence he emigrated to Fairfield Co, Ohio, in 1806 ; he entered a quarter-section of land, erected the pioneer log cabin and established a home in the wilderness ; bear's meat and com
bread furnished a large portion of his daily food. He was a minister in the German Baptist Church twenty-five or thirty years, traveling on horseback and on foot
over Fairfield, Hocking and Perry Cos. He married 3Iary Cradlebaugh, of Lancaster Co, Penn. ; seven sons and five daughters were reared on the same place ;
Isaac B. died in 1851. aged 74 years, and his wife in 1850, aged 65 years. Enoch
was reared on a farm, and farming is his life's occupation, in which he takes
much pride ; he may be considered an enterprising and successful farmer. He has
been twice married ; first, to 3Iary Hatfield, in 1849. who was bora in Union Township ; she died in 1869, a faithful member of the German Baptist Church. He
married, in 1870, 31 ary J , daughter of Jonathan Coate, ason of James, and grandson of 3Iarmaduke ; Jonathan was one of the prominent and enterprising citizens
of Newton Township : he served twelve years as Commissioner of Miami Co, and
was an active raember of the Friends' Society ; at one time was sent before the
State Legislature to ask them to exempt the Quakers from military service in the
late war ; he died 3Iay, 1872 ; was married three times, and had a family of thirteen children. Enoch B. had seven children by his first, and one by his second,
union, one dying in infancy. Mrs. B. had two children by her marriage with 3Ir.
Coate. 3Ir. B. and wife are faithful members of the German Baptist Church, in
which he has been a Deacon for nearlv thirty- vears.
RICHARD AV. BRANDON, farmer ; P. 0. Laura: was born in Newton
Township in 1836, and is the son of I. P. and grandson of Richard Brandon, an
early settler of this county.
Richard's father came from Ireland at an early day
and located in A'irginia. where Richard was born, and married to Anna Piersol in
1809 ; she still survives and is deserving of more than a passing notice ; she was
born in Loudoun Co, A7a, April 18, 1788 : her father, born in England, came to Virginia when only 6 years old, and served in the war of 1776, with a A7irginia regiment. Anna was twice married, and had eleven children. Isaiah, father of our
subject, wras the oldest child, and was born in Bourbon Co, Ky, 3Iay 6, 1810; when
16 years old he came to Aliami Co., where his death occurced Feb. 1, 1878. He
married Sarah, daughter of Amos Hall, of Carolina: six sons and six daughters
were the issue of this union ; all grew up. were married, and living till within a
year, when the oldest daughter. 3Iartha, died. The spirit of 1876 had a well-marked
outcrop in the fourth generation in the late war, which received five of the sons,
and four of the sons-in-law, all entering the service as members of Co. B, 71st O.
Y. I , and all as privates but H. K. 3IcConnell, who had a Second Lieutenant's recruiting commission ; when mustered out, the sons' ranks were R. W, First Corporal;
Samuel, First Lieutenant; Amos, Brevet 3Iajor; E. R. aud I. V , Privates; the
ranks of the sons-in-law, H. K. 3IcConneU. Brevet Brigadier General ; A. E. Duncan, Assistant Surgeon ; AVilliam AlcConnell, First Lieutenant; John R. Johnson,
Sergeant ; all returned home ; they participated in the battle of Shiloh, Jonesboro,
latter part of siege of Atlanta, Lovejoy Station, two days' fight at Franklin, Nashville, Tenn, numerous skirmishes, and, at close of war, were sent into Texas,
where they suffered severely by change of climate.
Richard, our subject, was
married in 1855 to 3Iary A, daughter of John 3IcConnell. of Ireland, who came
to this country when about 4 years old with his father. Of the eleven children
born to this union, two have died.
WILLIAM H. CADWALLADER, fanner and teacher ; P. 0. Pleasant Hill;
he was bom in Adams Co. in 1844. and was a son of John Cadwallader, who was
GG
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bom in Bedford Co., Va, Dec. 31, 1799 ; he emigrating first to the Kanawha Salt
Works, where he remained about two years, and then came to this State : he
located first in Highland Co, in which and Adams joining, he lived till he came to
this county in the fall of 1856 ; he settled here on the southwest portion of Sec.
13, and in this township passed the remainder of his life, his death occurring April
2, 1879, aged 79 years 3 months and 2 days ; he was a minister of the German
Baptist Church forfifty-fiveyears, and during the latter five years of his life was a minister ofthe Congregational Brethren Church of Pleasant Hill, of which he was the
founder; he was a man who taught the principles of Christianity, not only by precept, but by his daily walk, and his death was a loss to the church and community.
He was married to Anna King about 1823 ; she was born in 1801 in A'irginia. she
moved to Highland Co, Ohio, with her parents, when she was quite small ; her
death occurred July 25,1864, or 1865 ; six sons and four daughters were the issue of
this union. The subject of this sketch is the ninth child of the family, and was
reared on the farm ; his early education was received in the common school of his
day, and so well did he improve his time, that lie qualified himself for the profession of teaching, which he entered about 1865 ; this profession he has since continued during the winter months, devoting his summers to farming; he finds his
political creed in the Republican party, and his religious creed in the Congregational Brethren Church, of which he is Secretary.
JA3IES H. CALDWELL, farmer : P. O. Bradford ; born on his present farm
in 1841 ; is the son of James, who was born in Pennsylvania, June 8, 1798, and
was the son of Stephen and 3Iargaret C. The former died in 1801 at the age of
42. James, Sr, followed smithing -his entire life ; he emigrated to Ohio about
1832 or 1833, and located first in Darke Co. In 1835 or 1836. he purchased the
quarter-section in t£e extreme northwest angle of Newton Township ; here he
died in 1861 at the age of 63 years. He married Hannah Bouey, born in
Emmetsburg, Md, in 1814, who bore him two sons and three daughters; two
sons and one daughter deceased. Hannah Caldwell died when J. H. C. was
a smaU child. The subject of this sketch, is the youngest of the family :
he has made farming his life occupation. In this pursuit he is a success ; he
combines industry with skill and experience : integrity being the ruling principle
in all his business transactions. He finds his political creed in the Republican
party, in which he is an ardent worker. In religion, he and his wife belong to the
Christian Church. 3Ir. Caldwell has served the people as Township Trustee, discharging his duties with fidelity and zeal. He married in 1861, Eunice 31, daughter
of Joseph Pearson (see biography of F. Deeks); of their six children, four survive.
MAR3IADUKE COATE, deceased ; was born in South Carolina in 1738, and
came of an illustrious Quaker family of England. In Besse's :; Sufferings of the
Quakers," and John Whiting's " Persecution Exposed," we find frequent mention of
one 3Iarmaduke Coate, of English notoriety, who was again and again arrested for
non-compliance with the intolerant requirements of the parish priests; hewas one of
the faithful Quakers, who suffered imprisonment ancl proscription during the Quaker persecution of England ; for liberty of conscience, he suffered imprisonment at
sundry times from 1670 to 1685, with short intervals, in all about fifteen years, one
of the longest terms on record. All these persecutions could not move him from
his steadfast adherence to the right; he was of Hambridge, Somersetshire, England ; he died about 1689, and left, among other children, ason Marmaduke, who
married Ann Pole, daughter of Edward ancl 3Iary Pole, originally of AA7ales, but
late of Battlehay, near Wiveliscombe, Somersetshire, England. Marmaduke was
imprisoned at Hchester, the place of his father's long confinement, in Somersetshire
in 1683, for attending a meeting at Gregory Stoke, three miles from Curry Revel
which latter place appears to have been his place of residence ; his mother, Edith,
was imprisoned at the same time. He immigrated to America, and settled in Hanover Township. Burlington Co., N. J , in 1690 ; the house which he built was
partly constructed of materials brought from England, probably the leaden
window-sash, and the 5x7-inch panes of glass. He died Dec. 15, 1729, aged 77, an
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Elder in the Society of Friends. He reared a family of five children, among whom
was William. Our subject vvas a direct descendant of this William, probably a
grandson. He vvas married to 3Iary Coppiek, who passed ten or twelve years of
her early life as a captive among the Indians. He came to Ohio and located in
Newton Township in 1806, where his death occurred Sept. 25, 1822, at the age of
84. His children were, in order of birth, Esther, Moses, Henry, Samuel, Sarah.
James, AAilliam, John and Jesse, from whom have sprung numerous descendants.
ROBERT COATE. farmer; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill ; born in 1844 ; is a son of
Jolm Coate (for a histoiy of his ancestors, notice the sketch of his brother Benjamin
J.), and was reared on a farm ancl afforded the opportunities of a common school
education, which was so well improved that he was early qualified for the profession
of teaching ; this he followed for about four years, when he abandoned it and
turned his attention entirely to farming, which he has since continued. His marriage with Aliss Elizabetii Jones was solemnized in August, 1866. She is a
daughter of Alexander Jones, and a descendant of early settlers. Four children
have been born to this union, three of whom are deceased ; the one living is Julia
3Iary. 3Ir. and Airs. C. are members of the Friends' Church, in which they were
both reared. 3Ir. C. is no political aspirant, but has been three times elected to
office of Township Trustee, the duties of which he has discharged with commendable
zeal.
J O S H U A COATE. farmer: P. 0 . Pleasant Hill ; was born near the place
where he now lives in 1821 : he is the son of James and grandson of 3Iarmaduke
Coate.
James was the fourth son; he came to the Stillwater Yalley with his
father, and located on a farm now owned by AVeuger. His first marriage was celebrated before he left South Carolina, and his wife's death occurred before his immigration ; he was again married after coming here, to Laurana, daughter of Samuel Teague; by this union he reared a family of four sons and two daughters—
Jonathan C, now deceased : Samuel T , Joshua, Tliomas E , 3Iary and Esther.
James Coate vvas born in South Carolina in 1777, and died in 3Iiami Co. in 1838
or 1839 ; his wife, Laurana, was born in South Carolina in 1786. and her death
occurred a few years ago at the age of 75 years : they were both faithful members
ofthe Friends' Church. The subject of this sketch has always lived on a farm : he
remained at home till he reached majority, and vvas married to Adila Jenkins in
1842 ; she was born in 1821 in this county, three miles south of Troy.
After t h e
marriage of Joshua Coate. he located on the homestead two years, and then moved
to 3Iontgomery Co. : at the end of fifteen years, he purchased his present place:
a family of nine children, two of whom have died, have been born to 3Ir. and 3Irs.
Coate. 31 r. Coate and family were reared in the Friends' Church, and are now
faithful members of the society.
B E N J A 3 I I N J. COATE, deceased, was one ofthe prominent citizens of Newton Township, and a son of Jesse, and grandson of 3Iarmaduke Coate ; he was b o m
in 1813, in Darke Co. He was married in 1835, to 3Iary Jones, a daughter of John,,
and granddaughter of AA7allace Jones. AVallace Jones emigrated from South Carolina to this State, at an early day, with his family of four sons and two daughters ;
he settled near AVest AIilton, where he and wife passed the remainder of their lives.
John Jones was the second child of this family, and was born Nov. 21, 1797 ; he
had no early educational opportunities, but after he had grown to years of maturity, he procured a spelling-book, and while working in the shop (being a smith by7
trade), would learn with book in one hand, while blowing the bellows with t h e
other, and in this way was soon able to read his Bible. Such a will as this always
wins, and we are not surprised to soon find him a prominent minister in the Friends'"
Church; in this capacity he became an efficient worker, traveling through manyparts of the United States ; he departed this life in Eastham, Iowa the Sth day of
the Sth month, 1877, at the advanced age of nearly 80 years ; his wife stiU survives at the age of nearly 80 years. J o h n Jones had a family of six sons and four
daughters, of whom 3Irs. Coate was the oldest. Benjamin J . Coate moved on S e c
27, Newton Township, in 1836, where he passed the remainder of his earthly career-
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his death occurring Sept. 19, 1870. He was reared in the Friends' Church, of
which he and wife were consistent members. Seven sons and six daughters were
the issue of this union, all living to maturity but one—Josias, the third son, died
in the faU of 1864, at Cumberland Gap, Tenn, while in his country's service. He
was a member of the 86th 0. V. I , C. K.
B. C. COATE, farmer; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; was born in 1850 where he now
resides. He is the son of John and Nancy (Finney) Coate, and a direct descendant of 31ar_naduke Coate. John Coate was born in 1807 in Union Township, and
was the son of Samuel Coate, and grandson of 3Iarmaduke C. Samuel C. was
bom in South Carolina in 1772, ancl at the age of 28 manied 3Iargaret Coppock, a
native of South Carolina. In 1804, he immigrated to Ohio ; he was one of a family
of nine children, who, with their parents, emigrated about the same time. He
located on Sec. 5, now within the limits of Union Township. He reared a family
of six sons and three daughters. His death occun-ed in February, 1869 ; his wife
died in the spring of 1847. John Coate was the fourth child of this family ; he
was twice manied—first to Phoebe Miles in 1830 ; she was a daughter of Jonathan
3IUes ; she died in 1838, leaving a family of three cliildren, two of whom are still
living. His second marriage was celebrated in 1842, with 3Irs. Nancy Crew ; she
was born in North Carolina in 1808, and when quite young her parents immigrated
to this State. They located in West 3Iilton, which consisted of one frame house—
then vacated—and four log cabins. Here she passed her youth. John Coate
reared two sons—Robert and Benjamin C.—by his second union ; he died 3Iarch
11, 1871. He was reared in the Friends' Society, of which he vvas always a faithful member. Our subject's life has been that of a farmer. His early education
was acquired from the common schools, and the high school of Pleasant Hill.
His marriage with 3Iiss Esther Coate was solemnized in 1869. She is a daughter
of Joshua C, and a descendant of early pioneers. Two sons have been born to
them. 3Ir. and 3Irs. C. were both reared in the Friends' Church, of which they
are now consistent members.
JOSIAS COATE, farmer; P. O. AA'est AIilton; is the son of Jesse Coate and
grandson of Marmaduke Coate, who was a native of South Carolina ; he raised a
famil}- in his native State, of seven sons and two daughters, to wit: 3Ioses, Henry.
Samuel, James, AVilliam, John, Jesse, Lydia and Sarah. Early in the beginning
of the present century, they cast their fortunes in the wilds of Ohio ; of this family7, Moses and Samuel led the way, in 1804, locating first in 3Iontgomery Co. :
here they halted one year, and raised a crop ; in the following fall of 1805, these
two brothers were joined by the rest of the family, when they all pressed their
way farther northward up the Stillwater, some locating iu what is now Union, and
some in Newton; of the latter was the head of the family and a portion of the
children ; they located on land in Sec. 32, and constituted one of the first families
in the township. An incident in the early life of 3Iary Coate, wife of 3Iarmaduke,
is deserving of more than a passing notice. When only a small girl of three or
four summers, she was captured by7 a tribe of Indians, and held by them till she
was about 12 years old ; her maiden name was 31 ary Coppock. Jesse Coate was
the youngest chUd of the family. He celebrated his marriage in 1809 or 1810,
with Mary Johnson, a native of Tennessee, and a relative of the late President
Johnson ; after living on various farms for a few years, he located on the place
where our subject now resides, and there passed the remainder of his life ; he met
with a fatal accident, being crushed by a saw-log rolling over him, which caused
his death July 8, 1837 ; the death of his wife occurred Dec. 4, 1865, at the
advanced age of 76 years; they were the parents of nine children, to wit: Eleanor, Benjamin J , Josiah, Elizabeth, Thomas, David, Mary, Sarah, Julian J . ; of
these, four are now living. Our subject, the third son of the family, was bom in
1816, Dec. 9 ; he remained with his father, assisting in farm duties, till he reached
his majority. He was married, in 1838, to Miss Sarah Tucker, a native of Warren
Co, Ohio ; she emigrated to this county, with her parents, in 1836 ; six chUdren
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have been born to this union, one of whom died ; all were married, the deceased
daughter leaving one chUd and husband to mourn her loss.
T H 0 3 I A S H. COATE, blacksmith, Pleasant Hill; was born in 3Ic3Iinn Co,
Tenn, in 1828 ; he is of English descent and son of 3Iiles and 3Iary (Umphsusj
Coate. They emigrated to Ohio in 1832, making the journey on horseback. They
settled in Newton Township, where 3Irs. C. died, when our subject was only 15
years old. 3Ir. C. again married and moved to White C o , I n d , and in 1863,
enlisted in the late civil war; the 7th of November of the same year he died while
in the service, at Knoxville. Tenn. aged nearly 60 years. Our subject was raised
on a farm till 15 years old, when he was apprenticed to the blacksmith trade and
served a term of three years ; blacksmithing has been his chief occupation, giving his
attention to some extent to farming. He was in the late war. as member of the
147th 0 . N. G. He is no political aspirant, but has several times been elected to
township offices, which he filled with entire satisfaction. He is a chartered member
of the A , F. & A 3 1 , of Pleasant Hill. Is the present and was the first resident
W. 31. He has been married twice, first, 3Iay 15, 1849, to Louisa J. Evans, who
died J u n e 14, 1854 ; second to Susannah Jones, of English descent, in 1855 ;
three children were born to the first union, all died in infancy, and ten to the second, eight of whom still survive.
SA3IUEL COATE, farmer; P. 0 . Pleasant H i l l ; is a son of Henry Coate r
ancl was born in Newton Township in 1840. His boyhood was passed on a farm,,
and he thus early became accustomed to the art of farming, which has always been
his occupation. His early education was limited to the common schools of his day.
His mother was taken from him, by death, when he was only 6 vveeks old, after
which lie was placed under the care of his aunt until he reached the age of 10: at
this time he returned to his father's, where he passed the remaining years of his
minority. He was united in marriage with 3Iiss Nannie A. Barker May 5, 1863 :
she is a native of Boone Co, I n d , born in 1843. 3Ir. and Mrs. C. were the parents
of three children, of whom one is deceased. They are both members of the Friends r
Church.
J A 3 I E S COATE, confectioner, Pleasant Hill; born in this township iu 1839 ;
is of English extraction, and the son of Jonathan C. and Elizabeth Coate; Jonathan C. was born in this township, where he passed his entire life in the occupation
of farming. The subject of this sketch was reared to farm life and accustomed to
its duties ; at his country's call for volunteers to suppress the rebellion, 3Ir. Coate
bade adieu to his family and the comforts of home, and took his place among the
patriots of the Union on the battle-field ; hewas a member of the 1st O. V. C , participated in the Atlanta campaign and the battles of Rome. G a , Selma, A l a , and
Columbus, Ga.; this latter fight occurred after the war had really closed, that fact
being unknown to them : they proceeded from this place to Alacon. G a , where they
were met by a flag of truce, announcing to them that the armies had agreed upon
an armistice ; from there they went to Atlanta, and shortly were transferred to the
Department of South Carolina; the regiment was then divided up into numerous
small parties and scattered over the State to preserve peace and quiet; our subject was located in the various places of Orangeburg, Florence, Darlington, Charleston and Hilton H e a d ; at this latter place, he embarked on a steamer for New
York, and from there to Columbus. Ohio, where he was honorably discharged on
the 29th day of September, 1865 ; during his service, he received several slight
wounds, but none severe. In the spring of 1870, he embarked in the mercantile
business, which lie canied on extensively till the financial panic that swept under
so many of our enterprising business men, when he was compelled to reduce the
magnitude of his business ; he carries a large stock of goods, which he disposes
of at lowest prices. He has held the office of Township Trustee, and also School
Director ; has been foremost among those who have taken an active interest in the
railroad enterprise of this place. Mr. Coate was united in marriage, in 1860, to
Miss 3Iary J . Pearson, a native of Newton Township ; they are the parents of seven
children—five sons and two daughters.
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J . C. C O P P O C K ; farmer, P. 0 . Pleasant Hill ; was born in 1812 in Union
Township, and is the son of William C, who was born in Newberry District, S.
C , in 1807 ; he came to this State in company with his mother and some of
his brothers, and located in Newton Township.
He celebrated his marriage with
Miss Eunice Cothran in 1809 ; she was born in South Carolina in 1793, and emigrated to this county with her parents in about 1808, and settled in southern part
of Newton Township.
Alexander Cothran, the head of this family, met with an
untimely death soon after coming here, a falling limb striking him on the head and
crushing his skull. After the marriage of AVilliam Coppock, he located at Ludlow
Falls, in Union Township, and began farming for himself: the privations ancl hardships of pioneer life proved too severe on his constitution, and, in 1812, death removed him from his home in the wilderness. His widow was subsequently married
t o Henry Coate. when they moved further up Ludlow Creek, where she died at the
advanced age of 73 years. Henry Coate was the son of 3Iarmaduke Coate.
Our
subject passed through all the experience incident to pioneer life, and, at the age
of 16, his step-father being a smith by occupation, he was placed in the shop and
learned the trade ; his chief employment in the shop was forging the old-fashioned
hand sickles : this business he continued about seven years, when the demand
decreased and he abandoned it ancl turned his attention to farming, which has
since been his occupation.
He has been married three times, first to 3Iiss Sarah
J a y in 1833. she died Oct. 25. 1842 ; her death was a loss to the Friends' Church.
of which she vvas a life member, and the community in which she lived ; three sons
were born of this union, all of whom are still living. His second marriage was
celebrated with 3Irs. Sarah Conway, formerly 31iss Alridge ; she was an Eastern
ladv, ancl emigrated from Providence. R. I • her death occurred Jan. 2. 1871. aged
50 years and 18 days ; three children were born of this union, one of whom is
dead. His third marriage occurred in 3Iay, 1877, with 3Iiss Barrett, a descendant
of South Carolinans ; her ancestry coming here early in the history of this county.
Mr. Coppock, after his first marriage bought the old 3Iarmaduke Coate farm and
moved on it ; he subsequently purchased the place where he now resides ; he has
a fine water-power flouring and saw-mill: the mill stands on the site of the first
mill in the township.
Although no political aspirant, 3Ir. C. has been twice
elected to the office of Justice of the Peace.
ALLEN COPPOCK, farmer ; P. O. Pleasant Hill. Prominent among the
farmers of Newton Townsliip is the gentleman whose name heads this sketch ; he
is a descendant ofa worthy family of early pioneers of this county, ancl son of Joseph
C. Coppock. whose sketch appears in another part of this work : he was born in
1838, oh the place where he now resides, and which has always been his place of
abode, with the exception of about six years : his life has always been that of a
farmer, which, by industry and good business habits, he has made an eminent success. His nuptials with 31iss 31aria Furnas were celebrated in 1865 ; she is the
daughter of Joseph Furnas ; after the marriage of 3Ir C, he located in the northeast
quarter of Sec. 29. where he remained a period of six years, and then moved to his present farm ; he operates a farm of 300 acres, two-thirds of which is arable and under
a good state of improvement; Mr. and 3Irs. C. were the parents of six children.
four sons ancl two daughters : two children are dead.
D. 31. COPPOCK, farmer; P. 0. Pleasant H i l l ; he is a son of Benjamin Coppock, and grandson of Benjamin J , S r , who was one of a family
of nine children, who came from Newberry District. S. C about the year
1800 ; he settled two miles west of Ludlow Falls, Union Township, where
he raised a family of ten children. He married Susan Jay, in South Carolina,
and they both lived to an advanced a g e ; Benjamin J , J r , had three children—EUwood, D. M. and Almeda; the parents still survive, residing with
our subject, who was born Dec. 29, 1841, in Union Township, and raised to
farm labor, and, aside from common schools, was educated in the select schools of
the Friends, and was raised a Quaker ; he is now a member of the Christian Church
a n d highly respected in the community in which he lives : he is a member of the
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A , F. & A. 31. Lodge, of Pleasant Hill. He married Jane, daughter of J. Furnass Jay, who died Jan. 17, 1879, leaving nine children ; she was a good Christian
woman, and a member of the Christian Church.
H. B. CRU3IRINE, miller, Pleasant Hill ; he was bora in Darke Co. in 1855,
and is the son of Jacob and Susannah Crumrine : Jacob C. was bom in Montgomery
Co. in 1811 ; he was the eighth child ofa family of eleven children, whose father
vvas Peter C. : he was a native of Greene Co, Penn, and immigrated to Ohio in 1806
or 1807, ancl located on Wolf Creek, in 3Iontgo_nery Co. Hewas married to Elizabeth
Ringer : Peter C. pioneered his way into Darke Co, and settled in German Township in 1818 ; in this vicinity he ancl his wife passed the remainder of their days,
he dying in 1860 at the age of 86-^- years, and she about 1858, at the age of 82
years ; the subject of this sketch has made farming his life occupation ; he lived in
Darke Co. until 1873. when he moved to his present place and purchased the Sugar
Grove 3Iill, which he has since been operating ; at the time of purchase, there was
attached to it a saw-mill, but in February, 1879, the two were burned down ; they
have since been replaced by a large, fine flouring-mill, with the latest improvements ; he is a minister of the Congregational Brethren Church of Pleasant HiU.
He was married to Susanah Kunkle. of Pennsylvania, a daughter of 3Iichael and
31 ary Kunkle. early settlers of Darke Co. : they have had eight sons and four
daughters, three of whom have died. The subject of this sketch Uved on a farm
till 1873, when he came to his present place, and has since been operating his
father's mill.
STEPHEN DAY. farmer ;. P. 0. Bradford ; was born in Knox Co, Ohio, in
1840. AAilliam 31. Day, his father, one of a family of four sons and one daughter,
was born near Cincinnati, Hamilton Co.: he was a cabinet-maker by trade, but
devoted the last twentv vears of his life to farming. He was mamed to 3Iargaret
Trimble, of Knox Co, and bv her had four sons and three daughters. His death
occurred Alarch 28. 1878, and his wife died the 16th of April of the same year.
Stephen has made farming his life occupation : he remained at home till he grew
up to maturity, receiving his education in the common schools. In 1862. he came
to this State, and in 1864. entered the anny as a member of the 147th 0. N. G.;
after serving his time out in this regiment he enlisted in 2d Ohio Heavy Artillery, and was identified with the Army of the Tennessee till the close of the war.
After returning home, he finally located, in 1868, on Section 3. Range 4, of
this township. His farm consists of eighty acres, on which he has established a
large cider-mill of the most modern style: it has a capacity of 100 barrels per
day (see card in directory). 3Ir. D. identifies himself with the Republican party ;
his father was a strong Anti-slavery man. and used his utmost efforts to crush out
slavery. 3Ir. Day was married February, 1866. to Jennie 3Iaxwell. of this county,
a daughter of Samuel 3Iaxwell. an early settler. Two sons have been bom to this
union—William 31. and Onion 0.
D. AA'. DE BRA, painter: Pleasant Hill. Among the business men of Pleasant Hill deserving of notice is 3Ir. De Bra : he comes of early settlers of the township. His father. Daniel De Bra, was born in Huntingdon Co, Penn., in 1812, and
when 2 or 3 years old. was brought to this State by his parents ; they camped first
on the present site of the town of Pleasant Hill: they died soon after coming
here with milk sickness. Daniel was a cabinet-maker and passed the remainder of
his life in Newton Township. He was manied to 3Iary Langsten. of Preble Co.,
Ohio ; she was born in 1815 ancl still survives. Daniel died in 1844. The subject
of this sketch vvas born Oct. 9. 1843. and his early days were passed in the village
of Pleasant Hill. Early in the progress of our late civil war, he enlisted as a
member of the 110th 0. A'. I , Co. G, ancl participated in all the hard-fought battles
which this regiment engaged in till the fight of the Wilderness; here, while at his
post of duty, he received a wound wliich disabled him so that he was unfit for any
more active duty ; after passing some time in different hospitals, he was honorably
discharged at Cleveland, Ohio, on the 6th of February, 1865, having been in the
service over two years. 3Ir. De Bra finds expression for his political creed in the
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Republican party, and, although not a politician in the true sense, he was recently
elected to the office of Township Treasurer, and is now the present incumbent of
this office. He is a worthy member of the following orders : F. & A. 31. and I.
O. O. F. Lodges of Pleasant Hill. His maternal grandparents were natives of
North Carolina, and were early settlers of Union Township. His grandmother died
a few years ago at the advanced age of 96 y7ears. He has been married twice ; first
to EUzabeth Pearson in 1873 ; she died Jan. 22.1875. He was married the second
time, May 4, 1876, to Eliza Graybill, of Juniata Co, Penn. TWTO children, Charles
Earl and Nellie, have been the issue of this union.
J . B. DEETER, farmer ; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill; was born ou his present place
in 1854, and is the son of J o h n S. Deeter, who was born in Preble Co, Ohio, in
1813 ; he was a son of David Deeter. John S. was a farmer by occupation, ancl at
different times owned and operated the Sugar Grove Grist-31111. He was married
in 1831 or 1832 to Sarah Reed, bora in Virgina in June, 1812. Of theirfamily of
four sons and three daughters, two sons have died ; one, David, lost his life in the
United States service at 3Iurfreesboro, Tenn, in 1862 ; he was a member of the
94th 0 . V. I. Isaac died in October 1867. J o h n S . died in 1872, a faithful member
of the German Baptist Church. He located on Section 7. about 1835. J. B. is the
youngest of the family, and has devoted his life to farming : his early education
was Umited to the common school; his energy and industry, directed by his skill,
has made his career as a farmer a success ; he finds his religious creed in the
German Baptist Church, of which he ancl his wife are consistent members, and in
which he has held the office of Deacon since he was 22 years old. He was married
in October, 1873, to Angie Youuce, of Union Township ; she was born in November.
1854, and is the daughter of Larkin Younce. A son and daughter have been the
issue of this union.
F R E D DEETER, cabinet-maker and undertaker, Pleasant Hill ; was born
May 8, 1834, within the present limits of Pleasant Hill; is a son of Jacob and
Elizabeth (Reed) Deeter, and grandson of David Deeter. an early settler ; Jacob
was a farmer by occupation, ancl made his first location from home on Sec. 17.
Newton Township, where he passed the remainder of his life, his death occurring
Nov. 22, 1865, and that of his devoted wife a few years later ; of his family of five
sons and five daughters, all grew up to maturity but one; seven still survive. Our
subject was the fourth child of the family, ancl lived on the farm till 19 years old,
when he went to learn the cabinet trade under the tutorship of his brother S. R.;
in about two years, he formed a partnership which lasted till 1862. when he purchased the whole interest and added to it carpentering, undertaking and painting;
he has since carried on cabinet work and undertaking, and, by his careful attention
to business, has enjoyed gratifying success ; in 3Iay, 1873, he formed a partnership with his brother I s a a c ; the year previous to this, he united in partnership
with Groff & Aspinwall in the tile factory, but soon purchased the whole interest;
since 1873, he has been operating the factory, cabinet and undertaking business,
under the firm style of F. & I. Deeter; their large and increasing trade bears evidence of the quality of their work, tlieir integrity and good management. In
politics, Mr. Deeter is a Republican ; in 1870, he was elected to the office of
Township Treasurer, to which position he was elected for ten consecutive years,
and the duties of which he discharged with commendable zeal and satisfaction to
the public ; he has also been School Director, and 'member of the Town Council
and of the Board of Education; he is a member of the A , F. & A. 31. and I. 0 .
0 . F. of Pleasant Hill, and Encampment of West 31ilton, aud, with his wife, a
member of the Christian Church. He has been manied twice, first on Nov. 22,
1855, to Emily Riffle, of Darke Co, Ohio, who was born Aug. 8, 1841, and died
March 4, 1860, leaving two daughters—3Iartha J , boru Aug. 23, 1856, and Sarah
E., b o m Feb. 24, 1858 ; a son died in infancy-; his second marriage was on April
18, 1861, to Lydia J., daughter of Joseph Pearson ; three daughters have been
the issue of this marriage—Dora D , born 3Iarch 19, 1862 ; Harriet Armina, born
Nov. 22, 1863, and Nellie, bom Feb. 11, 1876. Lydia J . Pearson was born in
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Newton Township March 20, 1840 ; she began teaching school at the age of 17and continued at it for four years, teaching nine months out of each year ; she is
of Quaker parentage, and a direct descendant of Thomas 3Iacy, who was the first
white settler of Nantucket Island, in 1658, and who forms the subject o f a poem
by John G. Whittier, entitled " The Exiles ;" the line of descent is as follows :
Thomas Macy, John, Thomas, Joseph, Paul, Paul, Lydia, Ly7dia J . Pearson ; she
is also a direct descendant of Peter Folger. the matemal grandfather of Benjamin
Franklin, the line of descent being as follows: Peter Folger, Johanna, John Coleman, Eunice Coleman, Bethia Coleman, vvho married Paul Macy, the great-grandfather of Lydia J. Pearson. Joseph Pearson, one of the early- pioneers of Newton Township, was born in Newberry- District. S. C, in 1800, and is the son of
Benjamin and Esther (Furness) Pearson, both natives of South Carolina, and of
English descent; Benj. immigrated to Ohio with his family in 1805, and halted
till the fall of 1806 in AVarren Co, whence he pioneered his way to Aliami Co.,
locating within the present limits of Newton Township ; he was a farmer by occupation, and passed his remaining days in Newton Township, his death occurring
Alarch, 1844, his wife dying about eleven years previous. Joseph was reared on
a farm, and has made farming his life occupation ; he remained at home till he was
28 years old, having after his majority accumulated some money, with which he
purchased a quarter-section near the homestead ; on this he moved in October,
1828, ancl resided till April, 1862, when he moved to his present place in Pleasant
Hill; he has witnessed the changes wrought in this countiy by the unflagging
industry of man, for seventy-four years ; 3Ir. P. still survives at the ripe age of
80 years, with his physical and mental powers remarkably well preserved : he is a
member of the A , F. & A. 31. of Pleasant Hill; he is a man esteemed for his
many sterling characteristics. He has been m a m e d twice, first to Lydia 3Iacy,
who died April 7, 1846, leaving ten children—Allen (now deceased), Phebe
(deceased), Robert, Paul (deceased), Esther (deceased), Eunice, Lydia J , Charles r
Seth and Levi; his second marriage was with 31 ary Patty, daughter of Richard
and Anna Brandon, Nov. 10, 1846.
C. H. DEETER, blacksmith. Pleasant H i l l ; born in Newton Township in
1841 ; is a son of Daniel and 3Iary A. (Hoke) Deeter ; his early life was devoted to
farming and attending school. In September, 1861, he enlisted in the 1st O. V.
C, and December following, w7as sworn in as member ofthe l l t h O. A7. I , at Camp
Dennison; he was in many hard-fought battles, viz, Frederick City and South
3Iountain, 3Id, Chickamauga, 3Iission Ridge, Buzzard Roost, Resaca, and many
others ; he served in Virginia. 3Iaryiand, Tennessee and Georgia. Among his Generals were 3IcClellan and Rosecranz. AVhen his regiment was mustered out he
remained in the service, working on the National Cemetery, at Chattanooga, until
Dec. 3, 1864, when he was mustered out of service, having served over three years.
Returning home, he completed his education and taught school. In 1867, he commenced his trade, which he has since successfully7 followed. In February, 1867,
married Sophronia Ward, bora in Hocking Co. in 1847 ; they have six children
living. 3Ir. D , while leaning toward the Republican party, exercises his judgment, and votes for men best qualified for the different positions.
31. DEETER, farmer; P. O. Covington ; w a s b o m in this county and township
Jan. 31,1821, and is one ofthe few remaining early-born citizens of the township :
his father, David Deeter, a Pennsylvania!! by birth, emigrated to this county in
early times ; he was one of the pioneer ministers of the German Baptist Church.
He was married to Elizabeth Stultzman. and reared fifteen children, all of
whom grew up to maturity and were married. The subject of this sketch is the
youngest of the family ; his boyhood and youth were passed on the farm, t h u s
acquiring a knowledge and experience in agriculture which have served him well
through life; has made stone-cutting and stone masonry his chief occupation, operating, at the same time, his farm ; he has, with the exception of about six years,
lived on his present place, which is the place of his nativity ; he lived about three
years near Union City, I n d , and three years at the Sugar Grove MiU, which h e
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operated ; Mr. Deeter has on his farm an extensive limestone quarry, which he has
operated for a number of years, turning out a vast amount of stone of the best
quality ; he is now engaged in sinking a shaft to the depth of thirty or more feet.
for the purpose of operating a fine marble stone which is supposed to exist there.
Mr. Deeter is a man of many sterling characteristics, unimpeachable in his business transactions, and industrious. He finds his religious creed in the Congregational Brethren Church, of whieh he has been a member since its organization.
and now holds a deaconship in the same. He has been married twice ; first to
Frances Eller, in 1842 ; she was born Nov. 8,1821, and was the daughter of Henry
Eller, an early settler of the county; her death occurred 3Iarch 6, 1865 ; six sons
and two daughters were the issue of this first union, one son of whom is dead ; the
youngest of this family is now 16 years old. His second marriage was with 3Iary
Fowler, nee Teeter, a native of Pennsylvania ; three children have been born to
this union.
R. E. DEETER, farmer ; P. 0 . Covington. The subject of this sketch is the
son of J o h n R. Deeter, who was one of the early settlers of this township ; he was
b o m on the place where he lived most of his life, and died on Jan. 19, 1816 ; he
was brought up to farm labor, and farming was his life occupation. He was married twice ; first to 3Iary Harden, Sept. 27, 1835 ; she was born 3iarch 17, 1812.
and died in 1844 ; four cnildren were the issue of this union, two of whom are dead ;
his second marriage was with 3Iaria 3Iaurer, Sept. 26, 1845 ; she is a Pennsylvanlan by birth, and reared in Ohio ; she was only 1 year old when her parents
located in Darke Co, Ohio ; fifteen children were born to this union, eight of whom
are living. After his first marriage he moved to Darke Co, where he remained till
about 1850, when he returned to the old homestead, it being a part of the land
which his father entered in an early day, being the south part of Sec. 5, Newton
Township. 3Ir. Deeter was a man of integrity in all his business relations, ancl his
life was made admirable by his uprightness and Christian spirit. He was identified as a faithful member of the German Baptist Church. His death occurred in
September, 1877, at the age of 61 years.
A. H. DEETER, farmer ; P. 0 . Covington; was born in Newton Township
in 1847 ; he is the son of J o h n Deeter, a Pennsylvanian by birth, who immigrated
to Ohio in 1805, and located on A\rolf Creek, in 31ontgomery Co.; he moved, in
1812, to this township, and located on southwest quarter of Sec. 8 ; here he lived
till his death, in 1828. He married Susannah Stover, of Pennsylvania, by whom
he had a family of six sons and five daughters ; she died in 1851. A. H. Deeter
was the fifth child of the family ; he moved to his present place, located on Sec. 8.
in 1838. He was married, in 1838, to 3Iary A. Hoke, a native of Juniata Co,
Penn. ; they have had three sons and one daughter, all of whom still survive ; the
subject of this sketch was reared on a fann ; he remained at home, attending the
district school and doing duty on the farm until he attained his majority : at the
age of 21 y7ears, he moved on to a farm near the homestead, and at the end of three
years removed to the home place ; in three years he settled on his present place.
H e was married in the spring of 1868 to Angeline 3Iyers, of this township; four
children have been born to this union, one of whom died in infancy. 3Ir. Deeter
finds expression for his politics in the Republican party.
J A C O B DRIVER, farmer ; P. 0 . Pleasant H i l l ; was born in York Co, P e n n ,
Sept. 16, 1828 ; his father, Jacob, was born in York Co, P e n n , where he passed
his entire life, his death occurring in 1855. He was married to 3Iary Strickler, of
York Co, who was born in 1800, and died in 1874 ; they had three daughters and
two sons, all of whom stiU survive. The subject of this sketch is the fourth child
of the family. He remained at home till shortly after the death of his father, when
he found his way into Juniata Co. ; from there, in 1860, he took up his joumey
westward, and located in Covington, Miami Co. After one yrear's residence here,
he moved to Darke C o , near Union City, where he remained two years, and
retumed to this count} 7 ; and after a temporary stay of about one year in Covington, he moved to Henry Deeter's farm. I n 1867, he purchased his present place,
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consisting of 80 acres ; he has cleared nearly one-half of it. He finds his religious
creed in the ;: Brethren in Christ" Church. He was married in Pennsylvania in
1858 to Frances 3Ioist, of Juniata Co. Her parents still live in her native place.
Four daughters and three sons have been bom to this union, one son dying in
infancy.
ABRAHA3I FACKLER, farmer ; P. 0. Pleasant Hill One of the early
settlers of this section of country is the gentleman whose name heads this sketch.
He was born in 1803 in Huntingdon Co, P e n n , and came to this township in 1817.
locating on his present place. He was married in 1826 to 3Iiss Hepzibah Inman,
a native of this township, born in 1811. She is a daughter of Asa Inman, a native
of South Carolina. He was married to 3Iiss 3Iary Coppock, a native of North Carolina. In 1807 or 1808. 3Ir. Inman, with his family, bade farewell to the '* Sunny South,"
and took up his march for the wilds of Ohio, then considered the '• Far West." He
found a location within the present limits of Newton Township, on the northeast
quarter of Sec. 30, where he toiled the better part of his life. His death occurred
at the advanced age of upward of fourscore years. He is buried in the Harris
Creek Cemetery. Air. ancl Airs. Fackler are- the parents of nine children, six
daughters and three sons, all grown up and married but two. Abraham Fackler
is the son of George F , who was born in Dauphin Co, P e n n , from which county
he moved to Huntingdon Co, and from there to Ohio in 1817, locating on Sec. 29
in Newton Township. He brought with him a family of six children, leaving one
in the East. Of these, three live in Newton Township, and one. the youngest, iu
Covington. Air. Fackler died soon after coming here. In August. 1819. he was
married to Aliss Alay Nisonger. who survived her husband many years, dying at
an advanced age.
HENRY F. FAA r ORITE. deceased : was bora in Alonroe Township, 3Iiami Co,
near Tippecanoe. J u n e 10. 1832: he was a descendant of Abraham Favorite, of
3Iaryland, ancl Eve Long, of A'irginia ; Abraham Favorite was a pioneer settler of
this county, coming here just previous to the war of 1812, in which struggle he
served as a teamster. He was married twice; first to Elizabetii Swihank, of a
family of early settlers : nine children were the issue of this union, five of whom
grew up to maturity : Eve Long, his second wife, comes from a distinguished family
of pioneers of Greene Co.; there were ten children iu the family : thi'ee of the sons
became ministers of the Gospel—two in the German Reformed ancl one in the 31. E.
Church : Abraliam Favorite was bv profession an agriculturist: he was born in
1786 and died in 1848 : his wife. Eve. was born in 1798 and died 3Iay 9, 1878 ;
three sons and three daughters were born to this second union, all living but the
subject of this sketch: he was the second child of this family, and was reared on
the farm of his nativity until he a m v e d at his majority : in 1864, he purchased a
farm in Concord Township and moved to i t ; this place lie cultivated for five years,
and then disposed of i t ; in a few months, he purchased the present place, where
he passed the remnant of his days, his death occurring April 30, 1877. 3Ir. Favorite was admired for his many sterling virtues : although not committed to any religious creed, lie practiced the principles of Christianism in his intercourse with
the world : in all his transactions with his fellow-men. integrity w7as the ruling element ; he was an active member of the Patrons of Husbandry, and a charter member of the Pleasant Hill Lodge : his deatii brought a loss to the community in
which he lived, as well as an irreparable one to the family which he left behind.
He was married Nov. 22. 1862, to Carrie Byrkett. of this county, near Tippecanoe ;
her father, Abraham Byrkett, was a native of North Carolina, and is still living in
3Ionroe Township, whither he had immigrated at an early day : he was married to
3Iary Chrisman, of A'irginia. a descendant of early settlers of this county; her
father's house was the home of the pioneer 3Iethodist ministers ; her death occurred Feb. 11, 1872, lamented by all who knew her. Nine children were b o m to
3Ir. ancl 3Irs. Byrkett—seven daughters and two sons, three of whom died when
very young. Four daughters were born to 3Ir. and 3Irs. Favorite, all of whom are
still living with their mother.
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S. B. FRESHOUR, farmer and teacher ; P. 0. Covington ; was born in ShelbyCo., Ohio, in 1834, and is the son of George and Mary (Byrkett) Freshour ; Geo.
F. was bom in Berkeley Co, Va, in 1808 ; he moved to Ohio in 1831 and located.
in 1833, in Shelby Co, but in 1839 moved to Newton Township, on Sec. 10 ; in
1866, he removed to Newberry Township, where he still resides ; he was married
in 1833, to 3Iary Byrkett, of Union Township, who was born in 1818, and comes
of early settlers ; she died in 1848, leaving three sons and two daughters. S. B.
is the oldest child, and was reared to farm labor ; he improved his meager educational advantages, and, at the age of 21, was qualified to enter the profession of
teaching, which he has since followed (with the exception of four years), during
the winter months ; he attended school considerably previous to the war, and after,
he began teaching at leisure times; at the first call for men to suppress the late
rebellion, Mr. F. enlisted in the l l t h 0. V. I.; at the expiration of his three-months
enlistment he returaed home, staying until the spring of 1864, when he went out
again as a member of the 147th O. N. G, and served 100 days, which closed his
military career. He is a Republican in politics, and is a member of the Christian
Church. He married, in 1862, Elizabeth Langston, of Union Township, daughter
of Leonard Langston; of his three sons and three daughters, two sons and one
daughter have died. 3Ir. Freshour takes a great interest in the education of his
children, and his son has lately graduated from the high school of Covington.
JOSEPH FURNAS, retired farmer ; P. O. Pleasant Hill; was born Aug. 8,
1809, on the farm where he now resides. His family was derived from England.
In 1142, there was an Abbey founded in the north of England in the Furness name,
and quite a house of them established a colony in Cumberland and North Cumberland Cos. and were possessed of land in the year mentioned. The elder branch of
the family, without much increase or diminution of property, still adhere to the " old
sod;" from these the Furnases of this countiy do not blush to descend. John Furness, grandfather of Joseph, was born Jan. 1. 1735, near Standing Stone 3Ionthly
Meeting House. 3Iarried 3Iary Wilkinson, of Wigton, 3Iarch 24, 1762 ; emigrated
to America about 1763 or 1764 ; settled in South Carolina. AA'illiam Furnas, son
of John and Mary, and father of Joseph, born in South Carolina, 3Iay 29, 1775.
3Iarried Rachel Nesby, of that State. Emigrated to 3Iiami Co. in October, 1806.
Like most youths of early days, Joseph Furnas' education was neglected, but he
was early taught the use of hands and brains. Sept. 15, 1834, he married 3Iargaret Spencer of South Carolina, a lady of Scotch parentage. The fruits of this union
were seven children, four of whom are living, three daughters and one son. 3Ir. F.
is now in his 71st year, and is probably the only7 man in the county who. starting
from early manhood with no pecuniary aid, has purchased and maintained the old
homestead intact for that period of years. Of a retiring, unassuming disposition,
he never sought preferment of any kind. He early learned that the man who distances his competitors is he who masters his business, who preserves his integrity,
who pays his debts, who lives within his income, ancl who gains friends by deserving them.
" Go search it there, where to be born and die.
Of rich or poor make all the history."

CARY FURNAS, (deceased); was bora in Newberry District, S. C. June
19, 1803. His father, AVilliam Furnas, located on northeast quarter of Sec.
28, in Newton Township, in October, 1806. Here Cary was reared. He made his
first location just south of the homestead, and, at the end of six years, in 1832, he
located on Sec. 2, where his death occurred, at the age of 69. He mamed Alatilda
LeaveU in 1825. Ofthe six children bom to this union, two died in infancy, and
one Uves, at the age of 33. 3Iatilda is the daughter of Robert and Sarah (Perry)
LeaveU. Robert was bom Oct. 22,1780, in South Carolina, and, in 1805, came to
this State; in 1807 or 1808, he located on Panther Creek, in Newton Township,
where he established the first home in that part of the township; in 1812, he
moved, with his family, south of West MUton; during the war of 1812, he served
as a teamster, and at close of war retumed to his farm on Panther Creek, where
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his death occurred at the age of 87. He took a great interest in the welfare of his
country, ancl voted at every Presidential election from his majority tiU his death.
His wife, Sarah, died 3Iarch 31, 1864, aged 82 years. He had a famUy of four
sons and four daughters ; the daughters stiU survive.
DAVID GU3IP, farmer; P. 0 . Pleasant H i l l ; was born in Bethel Township,
this county, in 3Iarcli, 1834 ; his father, Daniel Gump, was born in 3Iaryland, and
his mother, 3Iargaret Studabaker, in Pennsylvania; Daniel came to this State
when a young man, and his death occurred in Bethel Township about ten years
ago : his wife survived him till Feb. 18, 1879 ; Daniel had a family of seven sons
and two daughters, all of whom grew up, manied, and still survive, with the
exception of one daughter. The subject of this sketch, who is the seventh chUd
of the family, was educated in the common schools ; farming has always been his
occupation, and his farm, with its neat and thrifty appearance, indicates that he
understands his business ; his life, to maturity, was passed under the parental roof,
performing his share of the duties of the farm ; he made his first location in
Montgomery Co, near Harrisburg ; afterward he returned to his native township.
and April 14, 1865 (the clay Lincoln vvas killed), he moved to his present place.
first renting, and. after a year or so. purchasing it. He was married, in November.
1858, to Catherine Huffer. of 3Iontgomery Co, born six miles west of Dayton ;
her death occurred 3Iay 18, 1878, aged 39 years ; she was a faithful member of
the German Baptist Church ; she left a son and daughter—Edward, born Dec. 19.
1862. 3Iinna Belle, born Nov. 22, 1868 ; three children died—William, born Nov.
5. 1859, Clara, born in 1870. and another in infancy; 3Ir. Gump is a connected with
the German Baptist Church, of which he is a consistent member ; he is sociable,
affable and upright in all his businass transactions.
J O H N HALE, farmer; P. 0 . Tioy ; was born in Jefferson Co, Ohio, 3Iay 3,
1819: he is of English extraction, his ancestry emigrating from England at an
early day ; he is the son of John Hale, Sr, a native of 3Iaryland, who was b o m
about 1775-and was married to 3Iiss 3Iartha 3Iays ; he emigrated to Ohio in 1812,
and settled in Jefferson Co.; just previous to emigrating, and when he had everything ready for the journey, he was conscripted for the war of 1812 ; he was
placed on duty at Baltimore for a short time, when he was released; he immediately came to this State; his occupation was farming ; in the spring of 1837, he came
to this county, locating on the farm where our subject now resides ; eight acres constituted the cleared land on his farm, and almost an unbroken wilderness surrounded
him ; the whole was in a sw7ampy condition, and much hard labor was demanded to fit
it for agriculture ; here 3Ir. Hale toiled till 1852, when death released him from the
bonds of this life ; his devoted wife survived him about seven years ; he reared a
family of seven children—five daughters and two sons. Our subject is the youngest of this family, and was reared on the farm : to his lot fell the filial duty of caring for his parents in their decline of life; this duty he discharged faithfully tUl
their death, when he fell heir to the homestead, then consisting of 80 acres; he has
since added 100 acres more. His nuptials were celebrated with 3Iiss Susan Needham Dec. 7, 1862; she was born April 19, 1839, in Preble Co, Ohio; 3Ir. and
3Irs. Hale are the parents of six children, three of whom are deceased ; the Uving
are Blanche, Louis and Delia; Mr. and 3Irs. H. are faithful members of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of Concord Township, and are living exemplary lives.
ISAAC HALL, fanner ; P. O. Pleasant H i l l ; one of the few early settlers of
3Iiami Co. ; was bom in Newberry District, S. C, near Newbern- Court House in
1806, Jan. i 9 : his fatherwas Amos Hall, of South Carolina, and his mother, Sarah,
daughter of 3Iarmaduke Coate; he landed in Ohio the 1st of 3Iarch, 1807, having
been six weeks on the journey ; he located in Union Township, on land now owned
by David Ellenman ; here he died at the advanced age of 84 years, at his son-inlaw's, 3Iillen North.
Sarah, his wife, died previously, at the same place; they
reared a family of nine sons and five daughters.
The subject of this sketch is thc
fifth chUd of the family, and the oldest surviving member ; his education was
acquired when the imperfect subscription system was in vogue, and consequently
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his early advantages were limited ; he helped his father on the farm till majority,
when he moved to his present farm in November, 1827 ; it was then all in the woods,
and required much hard labor, with many sacrifices, to make out of it a home ; but
this 3tr. Hall accomplished by his unflagging industry ; he lived on the land seven
years before he could raise sufficient money to enter it; it then consisted of SO
acres, but he now has in his possession nearly 250 acres; he comes from a vigorous and industrious stock, and has nobly contended with the difficulties and hardships incident to frontier life ; he is a self-made man, his present competence being
wholly the result of his own industry and skill, assisted by his noble wife : his
life has been an exemplary one, inoffensive, upright and generous : in religion, he
is with the Christian denomination ; in politics, he is Republican: he was originally a Whig, and cast his first vote for Henry Clay. He has been married three
times, first to Anna Hayworth, daughter of James Hay worth, an early pioneer ;
she was born in 1809, and died in 1849 : five sons and five daughters were the issue
of this union. His second marriage was with Catherine Low-ry, nee Rode hamel.
of this Township, who vvas born in 1804, and died in 1863. For his third wife he
married 3Iaria Clem in 1864. a native of Alarvland. born near Harper's Ferry.
JOSEPH C. HAYAA'ORTH. farmer : P.~0. Laura : was born July IS, 1817.
in this township; he is the son of James and Ann (Coppock) Hayworth. who had
a family of sixteen children, fourteen of whom grew up and reared families. James
emigrated to Ohio in 1806. ancl located on Sec 29 : after residing here for a time.
he purchased a farm on Sec. 34 : here he died in 1828. at the age of 54 years ; his
wife died September, 1870, at the age of 90 years. The subject of this sketch has
followed farming as a life occupation, with success, as his present possessions attest ; his father dying when he was yet a small boy, he was bound out for a short
time, ancl then was thrown upon his own resources ; after working some four or
five years he went to Clay Co, Ind, remained four years, and returned to his native place ; in 1845, he purchased his present place. Air. H. was one of the experthunters of Newton Township in the pioneer period of its existence, and much
wild game has been brought down by the well-directed aim of his rifle ; he killed a
bear near his present place as late as 1839. He has been married twice : first to
Elizabeth Coate, by whom he had a family of twelve children, four of whom are
now dead. His second marriage was with A'ictoria Gall. Aug. 29, 1874 : she was
born in Germany in 1845 : they have one child. 3Ir. H. was reared in the Friends"
Church, and is now identified with it.
BENJA3IIN HELL3IAN. farmer: P. 0. Pleasant Hill ; was born in Rockingham Co, Ara, in 1812. and is the son of Jacob and Fannie (Stickela) Heilman.
the former of Pittsburgh, Penn, and the latter a native of A'irginia. Fannie Stickela's father emigrated from Germany, and located in Rockingham Co, Va, at an
early day. Jacob Heilman emigrated to this State in 1835, and located with his
family on the northwest part of Sec. 2, Newton Township : here he and his devoted
wife passed the remainder of their lives, he dying at the advanced age of 96 or 97
years, and she dying the same year, at the remarkable age of 103 or 104 years.
They reared a family of five sons and three daughters, of which the subject of this
sketch is the fourth child. He was brought up on a farm, and has devoted his
life to agriculture ; not having the advantages of common schools, he adopted a
method of self-culture, and thus acquired a fair education ; he came to this State
with his parents, and, in connection with one of his brothers, purchased the land
on which the family settled ; soon after this, he purchased his present place, and
on these two farms he has resided since coming into the county. He finds his
political creed in the Democratic party. He was married to Mary Casper, and has
a family of six sons, all living, and located near the homestead.
JOHN HEL3IICK, farming; P. O. Pleasant Hill ; was bom in 3Iiami Co,
Monroe Township, in 1840, and comes of the early settlers of this county ; he is
the son of Jacob and Catherine (Younce) Helmick ; Jacob Helmick was born in
Montgomery Co., near Salem, July 30, 1817 ; his parents were John Helmick and
Susannah Knife, both of Fayette Co., Penn.; his father was a tanner by trade, and
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an early settler of this county. He had a family of five sons and two daughters.
Jacob Helmick was raised a farmer and has made farming his life occupation, which
he followed till 1858, in 3Ionroe and Concord Townships ; at this latter date, he
moved to Newton Towmship. where he still resides. His marriage with Catherine
Younce was in 1837. By this union they have had fourteen children, eight sons
and six daughters ; one son and three daughters have died. Catherine Younce is
the daughter of Philip Younce, one of the pioneer ministers in the German Baptist
Church ; he was born in South Carolina in 1793, and died in 3Iiami Co. in 1865 :
he came to this coimty when about 25 years old. and located in the woods in Union
Township. He had a family of ten children, two sons and two daughters still survive ; four of his sons became ministers: three of the German Baptist Church, and
one of the Disciples. The subject of this sketch is the oldest son of the family :
reared a farmer, he has made the pursuit of agriculture his life vocation, and by
his industry and good management has been successful: he received only a limited
common-school education, as he was the oldest of the family, and was much
detained at home on the farm : he made his first start on his own resources and
responsibilities, in the vicinity of his nativity ; he rented for about five years, when
he purchased 75 acres east of Pleasant Hill, in Newton Township ; nine years ago
he purchased his present place, consisting of SO acres, where he has since lived,
with the exception of eighteen months, wiien he was engaged in tanning. He finds
expression for his religious creed in the German Baptist Church, of which he and
wife are faithful members. He was married in 1861 to 3Iary Seighman, of this
township : her ancestors were from Pennsylvania. Three children, one son and
two daughters, have been the issue of this union.
J O H N HILDEBRAN. farmer ; P. 0 . Laura : was born in Hamilton Co, Ohio,
in 1825, and is the son of John Hildebran. of this State ; his parents were early
settlers, and lived to remarkable ages—he to the age of 102, and she to the age
of 101. John H , Sr, vvas married to Esther Long, of Pennsylvania.
After the
marriage of J o h n H , Sr, he moved to 3Iissouri : in 1828, he came to this county,
and remained several years, when he emigrated to Indiana, where he passed the
remnant of his life. He had a family of six sons and six daughters, nine of whom
are still living. One of them lost his life in the late civil war, duiing the siege of
Richmond. The subject of this sketch was 3 years old when he came to this
county with his parents. He was married in 1847 to Rachel Tucker, of Indiana:
she is the daughter of Nicholas Tucker. 3Ir. H , soon after his marriage, purchased
the farm in southeast part of Sec. 35, consisting of 80 acres, and at once located
on it. He removed to Iowa in 1862. and remained one year, then returned and
purchased a farm in Sec. 26. consisting of S6 acres, on which he resided till about
one year ago, when he removed to Laura, and from there, recently, to Pattysville.
3Ir. H. is an ardent supporter of the temperance cause, and is identified with a
temperance organization. He has endured much suffering since his boyhood with
a diseased leg. I t was first afflicted with white swelling, and during the last twentynine years he has had the leg broken several times, and during those years the swelling has gathered and discharged thirteen times. A son and daughter have been
born to him. 3Irs. Esther Hildebran was reared in the Friends' Church, and is a
faithful member of the same.
N A T H A N HILL, farmer and railroad agent; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill; comes of
early pioneers of 3Iiami, and was bom near his present place, in 1829, being the
youngest of a familv7 of nine children : he is the son of Nathan Hill. Sr., who was
born in 3Iaryland, near Ellicott's 31111s, 3Iarch 15, 1788; he emigrated to this
State, with his parents, in 1804 ; his father. Thomas, was of Frederick Co, Md..
and his grandfather, Joseph, was of English birth, and came to this country7 in an
early day ; his will, executed in 1798, is after the old English style, and is still in
the possession of our subject; Thomas located near present site of Pleasant Hill,
where he passed the remainder of his life; Nathan, the father of our subject, was
married J u n e 29, 1809, to Frances, daughter of Michael Williams, who settled
here in 1800; they immediately erected a hewed-log cabin, which stiU stands, a
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relic of pioneer days ; here they7 passed the remainder of their lives, he dying Jan.
15, 1862, and she Nov. 10, 1870, 80 years old; they were both faithful and earnest
workers in the Christian Church almost their entire life. Our subject was reared
on the farm, and has always lived on the homestead ; he has given considerable
attention to the raising of fruit, and has now on his place the largest apple orchard
in the township ; he is a public-spirited and enterprising man, and was especially active in securing the narrow-gauge road which passes through the township ; he is now agent for the road in the township ; he is a member of the I. 0.
O. F. of Pleasant Hill. He has been married twice ; first, in October, 1846, to
PrisciUa, daughter of William Furnas, a pioneer of the township ; she died Dec.
7, 1847 ; two daughters (twins)—Sarah F. and Priscilla—were the issue of this
union. His second marriage was on Dec. 31, 1848, to 3Iartha J. Jones, of this
•county; William C, Clarissa, Margaret B , Emma C, 3Iaria E. and Edward are
the issue of this union.
ISAAC HILL, farmer ; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; is a descendant of early settlers
of Newton Township ; he is the son of AVilliam Hill, and was born in 1848, on
Sec. 20, in this township; his education was limited to the common school; he
remained at home, assisting on the farm-work till maturity ; he made his first permanent location on the northeast quarter of Sec. 30; at the end of eight years he
moved to the place where he now resides. He was married, in 1867. to 3Iary E.
Stichter, daughter of Jacob Stichter; three children have been born to this union,
to wit: Cynthia, Charlie and Isaac.
JOHN W. HILL, farmer; P. O. Pleasant Hill; born in 1824 on the same
farm he now resides on ; is a son of Nathan Hill, Sr, a native of 3Iaryland and an
immigrant to this place with his parents when a mere boy ; his grandfather was
among the first settlers of Newton Township. Our subject's early life was that of
a farmer boy ; he remained at home assisting in the farm duties till his marriage,
which occurred at the age of 19, with 3Iiss Susan Weddle: 3Ir. Hill, after this
event of his life, began farming on his present place : here he has continued the
pursuit of agriculture, with eminent success, for over a third of a century ; he lias
a most beautiful farm, under the best modern improvements, and has erected on it
one of the finest brick residences in the township. His wife, Susan, died Jan. 4,
1874; she was a faithful member of the Christian Church of Pleasant Hill, and
her death was a loss to the whole community ; she is buried in the beautiful Pleasant Hill Cemetery : eight children were born, seven of whom are still living, and
six of whom are married; all are settled in the community but one ; their names
are as follows: Henry H , Sarah J. (married to Dr. Kiester, of Arcanum), Isaac
N , John C, Eunice E. (Longanecker), James 31, 3Iary E. (Billows). 3Ir. Hill's second marriage was celebrated Oct. 15, 1874, with 3Irs. Josephine Conway, formerly
Miss Josephine Banta, a native of Preble Co, Ohio; she has one daughter, a
teacher in the public school of Pleasant Hill; 3Ir. and Mrs. Hill are both members
of the Christian Church of Pleasant Hill, and 3Ir. Hill holds a deaconship in the
same; he is President of the Temperance Association of this place, which bespeaks him an ardent supporter of the Temperance cause ; he is a member of
A , F. & A. 31. fraternity of Pleasant Hill.
JOHN K. HITTLE. farmer; P. O. Pleasant Hill; was bom on the farm on
which he now lives in 1840, and is a descendant of early settlers. John Hittle,
his father, entered the land on whieh the subject of this sketch now lives, in about
1825. He was born in Bucks Co, Penn, in 1803, and came of German parentage,
his father being bom in Germany. He was raised a farmer, and adopted farming
as his vocation through life, and shoemaking as an accessory. He came to Ohio,
when about 10 years old, with his parents. His father was Nicholas Hittle, one of
those who pioneered their way into the wilds of Newton Township. He located on Sec.
8, just above Pleasant Hill. He was a man possessed of powerful physical strength.
John Hittle, Sr, was the third child of a family of ten children. He was married
to 3Iary Kessler, of this county, a descendant of early pioneers ; they had two sons
and five daughters—one son died in infancy, and one daughter at the age of 5.
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John H , Sr, was married the second time, to Mary Divens, and had one chUd, a
daughter. He moved on a farm in Sec. 9, after his first marriage, and passed the
remainder of his life there, his death occurring in 1861. The subject of this sketch
was raised and has always lived on his present farm. He received his early education in the common school, which was necessarily much limited. At the death
of his father, he took charge of the homestead, then consisting of 160 acres, and
soon after purchased half of it, which he still owns and operates. He is a young
man of energy and industry, which secures success to him in his vocation. He
has been a member of the I. 0. 0. F. since 1866 ; is a member of the Encampment
at AA7est 3Iilton, and also a member of the Patrons of Husbandry. He finds
expression for his political sentiments in the Democratic party ; and, in religion, is
a Protestant in faith, but not circumscribed by any particular creed. In all of
his transactions, integrity is his ruling principle. He was married in 1867 to Mary
E. Thompson, of this county, a daughter of John Thompson, an early settler.
T. & 0. HOOVER, saw-mill; P. 0. West 3Iilton. Of the business men of Newton
Township, none are more deserving of notice than the gentlemen whose names head
this sketch : they are descended from pioneers of Ohio ; their paternal grandparents were among the first to leave the beautiful --land of summer" for the
primeval forests of the Northwest Territory ; in the fall of 1801, David E. Hoover
left North Carolina for the purpose of making Ohio his future home ; he located
in the extreme northern part of the present limits of 3Iontgomery Co.; in this
place he passed the remainder of his days, serving one year as a member of the
Ohio Legislature from Montgomery Co, and fifteen years as Justice of the Peace
of Randolph Township ; from this it will be inferred that his life was a success
and full of usefulness : he reared a family of fourteen children, of whom the father
of our subject was next to the youngest; he was born in 3Iontgomery- Co., and
his life has been given to the milling business on the Stillwater, in his native
county ; his wife was a Canadian by birth, and emigrated to 3Iontgomery Co. when
only 10 years old, with her parents; six children were born to Mr. and 3Irs.
Hoover, all of whom are living. T. Hoover was born in 1844, and 0. Hoover in
1846 ; about seven years ago, they purchased the saw-mill which they are now
operating ; it is located in the southern part of Newton Township, and is supplied
with ample water-power the year round ; besides lumber, they manufacture all
kinds of turned chair stock. Oscar Hoover was united in marriage with 3Iiss
Elizabeth Bartmass. April 19, 1873; they have one child.
JACOB HORTHER, farmer ; P. 0. Troy ; was born in Bavaria, Germany,
in 1823; is a son of AVolfgang Horther. At the age of 16, while following the
plow, Wolfgang was conscripted for the Bavarian army, and was taken direct from
the field, not having permission to go to the house to bid adieu to his parents ;
his term of conscription was six years, of which he served three, procuring a substitute for the remainder of the time. He had five sons and three daughters, of
whom Jacob, the fourth child, was reared a farmer and educated in the common
schools of Germany. In his early manhood, he traveled considerably over Europe,
depending upon his own resources for subsistence. In 1845, his name was drawn
to serve in the Bavarian army, but before the day of examination, he made his
escape clandestinely and in disguise as the servant of a teamster to Bremen, then
secreted himself in a vessel, where he remained till the same set sail for America;
he reached New York on the 3d of July in safety; from here he found his way
to Brookville, Ind, wiiere he learned the cooper trade ; after one year in Cincinnati, he moved to Hamilton, Butler Co, where he remained sixteen years engaged
at coopering; he then moved to Preble Co, and was soon after drafted in the
Union army, but secured a substitute : after engaging in the hotel business for
three years, he moved to his present place. 3Ir. Horther is a self-made man, and
has estabUshed for himself and family a neat home. In religion, he holds liberal
views, and in politics is a Democrat. He is a member of the following orders : The
L 0. O. F., of which he has been Noble Grand; Patrons of Husbandry, of which
he was Treasurer, and D. 0. BL of 31iamisburg. He married Margaret Herzog, in
HH
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1846, of Saxe-Coburg, Germany. She immigrated to this countiy in 1844, and
located in Cincinnati. Of their family of two sons and six daughters, one died in
infancy.
HARVEY HUNT, farmer; P. 0. Laura ; was born in Union Township in 1846.
on the farm now owned by Thomas Hunt; he is the son of Ralph Hunt, also a
native of this county, who has made farming his life occupation. He was first
married to Sophia Walker, by whom he had six children ; he has since been twice
married, and four children were given to him in the second marriage. He purchased a farm of 80 acres in Darke Co. in 1847, and has since lived there. Our
subject was about one year old when he was taken to Darke Co. by his parents :
here he passed his youth as a farmer, devoting his winter months to the acquisition of knowledge in the common school. He was married in 1865 to Aliss Elizabeth Hayworth, a daughter of Samuel Hayworth. After making several moves
from Darke into 3Iiami Co., and back again, he finally located four years ago on
his present farm ; eight children have been born to this union, all living but one.
who died in infancy. 3Ir. and 3Irs. H. are members of the Westgrove Christian
Church, of Darke Co.
BENJA3IIN IDDINGS, farmer; P. 0. AA7est 3Iilton ; one of the prominent
farmers of Newton Township; is a descendant of early pioneers, ancl is of ScotchIrish stock ; he is the son of Joseph Iddings, one of the pioneers of the Northwest
Territory ; our subject was born on the place where he now lives, and which has
been his residence for sixty-five years ; his life has been that of a farmer, and he
early acquired habits of industry ancl economy, which have served him well
throughout his life ; by his unflagging perseverance ancl good management, he has
put himself in possession of a large farm under the best of modern improvements.
He has been twice married, first to 3Iiss Barbara Hill, 3Iarch 29, 1838, who is a
descendant of early pioneers, and sister to Nathan and John Hill ; nine children
were bom to this union ; aU are living and married; his second marriage was celebrated with Sarah A. 3IcDowell, June 18,1863.; she was born in Dayton, Ohio, and
is the daughter of Samuel and Hannah (Baker) 3IcDowell, he a native of Pennsylvania, and she of Tennessee ; two children have been born to this union, one of
whom is dead, the other, 3Iyron E , is at home with his parents. 3Ir. Iddings is a
member of the Shiloh Christian Church.
WILLIA3I IDDINGS, farmer; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; is the son of James
Iddings, who was bora in Bedford Co, Penn, June 27, 1783 ; emigrated from his
place of nativity7 to Greene Co, Tenn, with his parents, when only a cliild, ancl
when quite young, again emigrated to the Northwest Territory, his parents settling
in what is now Union Township, in 3Iiami Co. He niarried Miss 3Iary Davis, who
was born3Iay7 9, 1789, on the banks of the Savannah River, about forty miles above
Augusta, Ga.; she emigrated to this county with her parents and located in Union
Township; she was the daughter of Abiathar and Lydia Davis; Lydia Davis was a
native of South Carolina, and died in Georgia. 3Ir. Davis again married, and came
to this county with a family of three sons—John, Samuel and Benjamin ; and four
daughters—Rhoda, Mary, Sarah ancl Lydia, leaving one daughter, Rachel, in
Georgia, and one son, Amos. 3Ir. Davis' death occurred at an advanced age. James
Iddings was the son of Benjamin, a pioneer and prominent citizen of this county :
he was bom in Pennsylvania, and united in marriage to Phebe Wilkinson ; he
reared a family of three sons—Talbot, Joseph and Benjamin, and six daugliters
—Rachel, Mary, Ruth, Emilia, Hannah and Phebe ; all of these emigrated to this
State, and a numerous line of descendants have sprung from them. Benjamin was
a man with a fine education, spending several years of his life in college at Philadelphia. He was reared in the Friends' Church, and for many years before his
death, held an eldership in the same. For a long period, his usual seat at the
Friends' meetings, at Union Chapel,was regularly filled by him, but finally death made
his place vacant; his brother James was also a finely educated man and was the
author of a rhyming geography. Our subject was born Sept. 26, 1809, in Newton
Township, in the log cabin of pioneer days. The wilderness surrounded him, and
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his early training, both mentally and physically, was obtained from its solitudes.
He early became inured to the privations and hardships of frontier life ; his early
educational opportunities were very meager. The first 25 cents he ever owned
was invested in a book, showing the early bent of his mind. This literary inclination he has been assiduous in cultivating, as his fine and large selection of books
indicates. He married 3Iiss 3Iargaret Coppock April 2, 1829 ; she was a daughter
of Thomas Coppock, ancl died 30th of 3Iarch, 1869. After his marriage, 3Ir.
Iddings moved to the place where he now resides ; he has a farm of 140 acres
under the best of improvement; he has taken a great interest in the cause of
religion since his membership with the church in November, 1842 : he has donated
considerable sums to the Antioch College, of Yellow Springs, Ohio, and the Merom
College, of Indiana. He is an ordained minister in the Christian denomination; contributed largely to the building of the Shiloh Church on his own farm, an organization
of 164 members. Five children were born to 3Ir. Iddings by his first union, all of
whom died in early life. His second marriage was celebrated, July 14, 1870, with
3Iiss 3Iary Cuthbert, a native of Ireland. They have four children ; three sons
and one daughter.
A. J. IDDINGS, farmer : P. O. AA'est 3Iilton. We herewith present a sketch
of the Coppock famiiy, as descended from the pioneer Thomas Coppock, together
with the sketch of the gentleman whose name heads this biography. Thomas Coppock was the second of a family of nine children, as follows: John, Thomas, Benjamin, AVilliam, Samuel, Jesse. Alargaret, Betty and Jane ; all were born in South
Carolina, ancl had grown up to maturity before their emigration to this State; they
came here in the beginning of the present century ; Thomas settled on the southwest quarter of Sec. 33, in 1804, and his family constituted one among the first of Newton Township ; he was a blacksmith, and immediately after his location here, started a
shop, which was the first in that section of the country; Thomas Coppock lived to
an advanced age, ancl reared a family of five daughters ancl three sons, to w i t :
Edna, Jane, Alary A , 3Iargaret, Sallie, John, 3Ioses and Joseph ; John and 3Ioses
died in enrly manhood, leaving only Joseph bearing the family name ; blacksmithing was his chief vocation throughout life : he was born Oct. 20, 1805, his death
occurring Sept. 30, 1839. He was united in raarriage to 31i?s Barbara Waggoner
Dec. 3, 1829 ; she was born Sept. 20, 1805 ; her father was a native of Newbeny
District, S. C, born Jan. 29, 1775. He celebrated his marriage with 3Irs. 3Iary
Davenport, formerly 3Iiss 3Iary Alast, in 1801 ; she was born 3Iarch 21, 1772; her
first husband lost his life on the Ohio River ; she had two sons by this union—Noah
and 3Iartin ; immediately after the marriage of 3Ir. Waggoner, he emigrated to this
State, locating in the extreme south part of Union Townsliip ; here they toiled till
death, 3Ir. AVaggoner dying June 3, 1857, aged 82 years, and Airs. Waggoner, Nov7.
27, 1850 ; 3Ir. and 3Irs. Coppock raised a family of four children, one son and three
daughters ; Thomas and 3Iary died.leaving each a family ; Charlie, the son ofThomas,
being the only child bearing the name of Coppock. A. J. Iddings is the son of Benjamin Iddings ; he was born Aug. 29, 1842. He was united in marriage to 3Iiss
Jane Coppock Nov. 23, 1865; one child, a son, Esty, was born of this union in
August, 1866.
BENJA3IIN G. IN3IAN, farmer; P. O. Pleasant Hill; was born Aug. 11,
1836 ; he received a liberal common-school education, and has been a close student of medicine for twenty-three years ; at present he operates a woolen-mill at
West 3Iilton, Ohio ; he is the son of the elder George Inman, a pioneer of Newton Township, and one of its prominent and valuable citizens : George was born in
Newberry District, S. C, June 24, 1798, and was the son of Benjamin and Elizabeth Inman, who were bora in England, near thej city7 rof London ; Benjarain was
a man of small means, and, being zealous in his religion, he met with a great deal
of persecution, which caused him to emigrate to the United States ; he located in
South Carolina, where he erected a flouring-mill, which proved a great source of
profit to him; this he was not long permitted to enjoy7, death calling him from
works to rewards when George, the youngest of a family of three sons and one
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daughter, was only 3 years old ; his wife, Elizabeth, moved with the family to Burke
Co., Ga, where she had some relatives; here, in this remarkably poor, sandy country, she found it a great struggle to sustain herself and family, and received but
little sympathy from friends; she remained here in destitute circumstances for
eight years ; while here, in the heart of slavery, George daily witnessed the cruelties
and atrocities of the system ; many horrible scenes were indelibly impressed upon
his youthful mind ; one, the burning of three slaves at the stake, of which he was
an eye-witness, he used to relate with much feeling ; these scenes firmly biased his
mind against the system of slavery ; at the age of 14, he suffered the loss of his
mother by death, and then realized what it was to be left an orphan among
strangers; he now moved back to South Carolina, were he received his education,
which consisted of nine months' schooling ; in this time he learned to read and
write, and laid the foundation of his future life ; he then began to study the Bible,
and was, the remainder of his life, a close student of the AVord of God ; he could
repeat from memory at least one-eighth of the Bible; he emigrated to Ohio in
1818, and, in 1820, married Julia Ann Burns, who emigrated from Pennsylvania
in 1813, and located on the present site of Pleasant Hill; she died 3Iay 9, 1872,
esteemed by all who knew her, a Christian woman, true and noble-hearted; they
had four sons and six daughters, one daughter, Polly, dying when a small child, in
1823, and one son and two daughters within a month, in 1850 ; the rest still survive, useful members of society. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Inman became members of the
HopeweU Christian Church of Pleasant Hill in 1820, and remained faithful members and exemplary Christians tUl their death ; George was ordained an Elder in
the church in 1822, and earnestly and faithfully- discharged its duties till 1859,
when he was ordained a minister, which position he filled till death ; during his
ministry he preached over 6,000 sermons ; as a minister, he possessed many natural gifts; eloquent in his address, gifted with a musical voice, pungent and bold in
his remarks, forcible in his arguments, and winning in delivery, he was eminently
efficient in his ministerial work; in 1822, he purchased a farm, consisting of 102^
acres in Sec. 24, Newton Township, where he passed the remainder of his life, his
death occurring Jan. 15, 1880, in his 82d year; as an early and earnest supporter of the Abolition cause, an advocate of the free-school system, an ardent
temperance worker, and a man of benevolence, he will long be remembered.
HARVEY JONES, farmer; P. O. Laura ; one ofthe early settlers ; born in 1823
in Union Township ; is a son of Jesse Jones, one of the pioneers, who was born in
Georgia April 15, 1794 ; he is the son of Samuel ancl grandson of Francis Jones, of
North Carolina. Samuel raised eleven children, all of whom became heads of
families, Jesse being the only- surviving member. In 1805, Samuel, with his family, came to Ohio, locating north of West Milton, where he died at 84 years of age ;
his wife died at the age of 88 years. Jesse came to Ohio when 11 years old ;
his early life was that of a pioneer, and he has always been a farmer ; married
three times; his first wife, Jane Cothran was from South Carolina ; his second,
Naomi (Tucker) Jones, was a native of Tennessee ; his third wife, Betsy (Hayworth) Davis, was born June 13, 1800, in South Carolina ; her parents came to
this county in 1806, and located in this township. Harvey remained with his
father until 21 years of age, after which he farmed the homestead one year, then
purchased his present place, and erected a log house, which is now supplanted by
a fine residence upon his well-cultivated farm, brought to this condition by his
own hard labor. His first wife, Rachel Hunt, was a daughter of Elijah Hunt, an
early pioneer. She was a consistent Christian, and died in October, 1869. Of
their nine children, six survive. His second wife, 3Irs. 3Iary (Thompson) Richardson,
was a native of Darke Co., and the widow of Josiah Richardson, who enlisted in
the 69th, 0. V. I., was fatally wounded near Georgia, taken to the hospital at NashviUe, Tenn., where he died. Mr. and 3Irs. Jones take a deep interest in the cause
of reUgion, both being members of the Christian Church at Laura.
GEORGE KAUFFMAN, deceased ; was born in York Co, Penn, Nov. 13,
1821. His father, Peter Kauffman, and Elizabeth Hefflebauer, his mother, were
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both natives of Pennsylvania. Peter Kauffman followed the pursuit of agriculture ; in 1830, he immigrated with his family to Ohio, and located on a farm in
Montgomery Co, four miles north of Dayton, where he passed the remainder of
his life, his death occurring September, 1872. He had a family of eight children, only three of whom survive. 3Irs. Kauffman died some thirteen or fourteen
years ago. The subject of this sketch was the sixth child of the family, and was
reared a farmer ; he remained at home with his father till about twelve years ago,
when he purchased three farms in this township, and on one of them moved ; this
is located in Sec. 3, Range 4. His death was caused by an accident. He was
occupied in hauling his sugar cane to the factory ; the barrel upon which he was
sitting tilted, throwing him between the horses, frightening them so that they ran,
dragging him with them, and injuring him so severely- that he died the next day.
3Ir. Kauffman was a man of many sterling qualities; he was industrious and
enterprising, and in business transactions was strictly honest. His death removed
from the community- a good citizen and a Christian gentleman. He was a member
of the Christian Church. He was married in 1872 to Rebecca 31. Brown, of
Frederick Co., Md, who was born in 1847, and came to this county in 1868, locating near Troy. They had a family of one son ancl three daughters.
S. W. KIESTER, physician, Pleasant Hill ; one of the prominent physicians
of 3Iiami Co.; was born in Newton Township in 1842 ; he is of English and German descent. Peter K , his father, was born in PennsyIvania, and emigrated toOhio in the fall of 1840, locating near Pleasant Hill, in the vicinity of which he
passed the rest of his days. He was united in marriage, in Pennsylvania, to Miss
Mary Bashore, a native of Pennsylvania. 3Ir. Kiester's death occurred Aug. 24,.
1876, aged 59 years 9 months and 7 days ; he is buried in the Pleasant Hill Cemetery, and over his grave has been reared a large, beautiful and imposing monument
of marble, commemorative of his life and death. Dr. Kiester's early life was that
ofa farmer boy ; at the age of 17, he entered the National Normal Institute of
Lebanon, and spent several subsequent summers as a student there, his winter
months being devoted to teaching ; at the age of 21, he turned his attention to the
study of medicine, and entered the Jefferson 3Iedical College of Philadelphia,
graduating at the age of 25; he located at Laura, in this county, and began the
practice ; after seven years of successful work, he sold out, and purchased the large
farm on which he now resides, thinking to retire from the profession ; but by request
of his brother, he went with him to Arcanum, where he spent two years in practice,
and then removed to his large farm in 1877 ; since then he has been engaged in
managing and discharging the duties of his profession ; his life is a fair illustration
of what energy and correct business habits can accomplish. His nuptials were celebrated with 3Iiss Sophia AVilliams Oct. 6, 1867 ; she is a great-granddaughter of
3Iichael Williams, the first settler on the banks of the Stillwater, and granddaughter of
the Rev. John Williams, the pioneer preacher of the Upper Stillwater. One child,
Pearl, was given to them Sept. 14. 1874.
JOSEPH KINZIE, farmer; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; was born in Union Township, in this county, in 1841 ; he is the third child of Zaccheus and Elizabeth
(Albaugh) Kinzie. Zaccheus was bora in 3Iaryland, his ancestry coming from
Germany. He came to this country with his parents when about 21 years old, and
located in 3Iontgomery Co. The subject of this sketch was brought upon a farm,
and his early7 training was that of a farmer, which has served him well through
life ; his early education was limited to the common school ; he made his first move
from the homestead in Union Township ; in the spring of 1868, he took a trip West,
and was gone till the spring of 1870, when he retumed to his native township ; here
he remained till the spring of 1873, when he went to Indiana ; from there, in the
following spring, to Missouri, retuming in the fall to his native place again ; in the
spring of 1876, he came to his present place, which he purchased and has since successfuUy operated. Mr. Kinzie is a young man of enterprise and industry, and a
useful member of society. He identifies himself with the Republican party. He
was married in 1864 to Lavinia Bowlin, of Pennsylvania; she came to this county
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in the spring of 1863. A son and daughter, Emma C. and Theodore, have been the
issue of this union.
CONRAD KRIEGBAU3I, farmer and blacksmith, Laura ; he was born in
Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany7, in December, 1834 ; he is the son of George P. Kriegbaum, who was born in 1800. He married Alargaret Geotz in 1823 ; she was born
in 1801. and died about four years ago ; 3Ir. K. is still living at the advanced age
of 80 years ; he reared a family of ten children, five sons aud five daughters, all
living but one, ancl eight immigrated to this country and located in Ohio ; our subject was the youngest son and was reared on a farm ; he remained at home until he
attained the age of 17, when he concluded to try his fortune in America ; he embarked at Havre, France, and after a pleasant voyage of forty-six days, landed in NewYork City ; from here he came direct to Springfield, Ohio, near where he located and began farming ; the following spring he came to AA7est AIilton, this county, and entered
an apprenticeship at the blacksmith trade ; after serving three years, he worked as a
journeyman until 1862, when he set up shop in Covington ; he operated this until
1871, when he traded his residence for a farm on Panther Creek, in this township ;
this he sold in October, 1877. and purchased where he now resides ; he combines
with his farming blacksmithing. In the spring of 1862. he was married to Aliss
Susanna Smith, who was born in Pennsylvania and raised in Ohio ; they have two
children—Anna R. and 3Iartha E. ; 3Ir. K. is a member of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, and Mrs. K. of the Shiloh Christian Church of this township.
3IORGAN LEONARD, farmer ; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill; was born in Juniata
Co., P e n n , in 1848. He is the son of Reuben and Elizabeth (Ayergood) Leonard,
both of Pennsylvania ; Reuben is a farmer by occupation, and still lives in his
native State. He had a family of eight sons and two daughters, one daughter
died. The subject of this memoir was raised on a farm and educated in the common school; he remained at home occupied with farm duties till he immigrated
to this State in the fall of 1863 ; he located in Covington, and shortly found his
way into the U. S. service, as a member o f t h e Sth O. V. C ; he went first to Camp
Dennison, and from there to AVest Charleston, AA'. V a , where he had his first experience in war ; he next engaged in the battle of Louisburg. Gen. Averill commanding ; was at Staunton. Liberty. Lynchburg, at Hunter's defeat, again at
Liberty and at Beverly, at which place he was severely wounded in the left thigh.
which disabled him from further active duty ; he was then placed in the hospital
for a time at Beverly, and then at Grafton ; he was discharged J u n e 3,1865, having
served over one year ; he returned to this county in the fall of 1868, and moved to his
present place, where he has since engaged in farming. In politics, he is a Republican. H e was married in 1864 to Alatilda Varner, daughter of Daniel G. and
Elizabeth (Lecington) A7arner. She was born Jan. 12. 1847, and came to this
county with her father in 1858 ; he is a silversmith, and carries on business at
Covington; her mother died when she was only about 1 year old. Air. and 3Irs.
Leonard have had six sons and three daughters—two sons ancl one daughter are
dead.
D A V I D LONG, farmer ; P. O. Pleasant Hill ; born in this township in 1845 ;
is the son of James and Esther (Eller) Long, the former of Newton, and the latter
of Newberry Township. James was born in 1815, and is the son of William Long.
of Kentucky 7 . His father, William, S r , settled one-half section of land, near the
present site of Pleasant Hill, in 1807 or 1808. Of his family of four sons and
three daughters, whom he brought to this county with hira, AA'illiam was the
second child; he located on Sec. 17, where his death occurred in April, 1862, at
the age of 81 years. He married Catherine Freeman, and had four sons and
seven daughters—two sons now survive. James married in the fall of 1839, and
moved at once to his present place. He had four sons and seven daughters—one son,
Henry, was a member of the 110th O. Y. I , and was mortally wounded in the battle of Winchester. David, our subject, was reared and schooled in this township,
being brought up on the farm; he remained at home till majority7. I n 1869, he
located on Sec. 7. and subsequently- on Greenville Creek, and in 1872, moved to
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his present place. He ancl wife are members of the German Baptist Church. He
married November, 1868, Sarah, daughter of J o h n S. Deeter, who was b o m within
sight of Her present home. Of the two sons and one daughter born to this union,
the two sons have died.
GEORGE LOUDENSLAYER, farmer; P. 0 . Pleasant H i l l ; bora in Pennsylvania in 1833 ; is the son of John L. and Susan (Dishon) Loudenslayer, both of
Pennsylvania; his grandfathers were natives of Germany ; J o h n L. was a shoemaker by trade ; he died in 1835, leaving two daughters and one son; 3Irs. L.
afterward emigrated to Ohio, where her death occurred in 1861. The subject of
this sketch was not 3 years old when his father died, and at the age of 7 years was
bound out for his board and clothes; at the age of 15 he began working for wages
during the summer, and attending school during the winter months; at 18, he
apprenticed himself to the carpenter trade, which he followed two years; he then
immigrated to this county, locating in 3Ionroe Township ; he remained here tiU
1864, wrhen he removed to 3Ioses Doner's farm, two and a half miles southwest of
3Iilton : at the end of four years, he purchased his present place of 80 acres, now
under the best of improvements. As a farmer, he is a success ; as a member of
society, he is pleasant ancl affable." His religious views find expression in the
Brethren in Christ Church, of which he and his wife are members. 3Iarried in
June, 1857, to Elizabeth Hullacher. of 3Iontgomery Co, born 3Iarch, 1837, her
father coming originally from Pennsylvania; of their nine children, three are
deceased.
SA31PS0N A. 3IARSHALL. farmer: P. 0 . L a u r a ; born in this county in
1884, of English descent: his father, William, and mother, Charity Wright,
were from South Carolina, the latter born J u n e 11. 1 8 0 1 ; they made the
journey of 700 miles, to Ohio, in a wagon, with four sons ; he first located on the
Stillwater, but died at his home in Darke Co, Nov7. 10, 1837, leaving ten children—John, born 3Iarch 25. 1818. died Jan. 9.1854 ; AA'illiam. born Sept. 5,1819 ;
Thomas, born Feb. 25, 1822, died in 1871 ; Ahab, born Oct. 7, 1825, died J u n e 18.
1851 ; Sarah, born J u n e 15, 1828 ; Jane, born July 6, 1830; Alary and Rachel,
twins, born Nov. 15, 1832—the former died Sept. 20. 1854. the latter, J u n e 20,
1853 : Sampson, born Oct. 7, 1834, and Charity, born Aug. 14. 1836, died Dec. 18,
1857. Sampson A. learned the carpenter trade, and continued the business until
1857, since which time he has followed farming : he cleared a farm of 32 acres in
Darke Co, and in 1878 came to his present place. Aug. 19. 1857, married 3Iary,
daughter of Samuel ancl Amelia (Hall) Rhodehamel; Samuel was born in Pennsylvania 31 ay 3, 1803 ; his father, John R , was bom in Saxony, and his mother,
3Iaria Miller, in Breisen ; they came to the United States in 1800, locating in Pennsylvania : in 1804. to 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, and in 1820 to Union Township, where
J o h n R. died, aged 76. and 3Iaria at 90 years. Of twelve children, two survive; Samuel was raised to farm labor, obtaining a limited education; except a short interval,,
he has lived upon his present place since 1826. 3Iay 11, 1822. he married AmeUa
Hall, her father. Amos, being an early settler ; she died J u l y 15, 1878; their chUdren were—Orel, born J u n e 13, 1858 ; Sarah E , born April 14, 1861 ; J o h n H ,
born Sept. 25, 1863; Jane, born Dec. 23, 1865 ; AVilliam. born 3Iay 4,1868 ; Frank
A , born Feb. 25. 1875, and Omer. born Oct. 8, 1877. Samuel R. has been a member of the Christian Church for forty years ; of his ten children, three now survive.
WILLIA3I 3IILES, farmer ; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill; was born Nov. 7, 1807, in
this township ; he is the son of Jonathan 3Iiles, who was born in South CaroUna,
and married 3Iiss 3Iary Pearson ; early in the beginning of the present century, he
fell in with the tide of immigration which was flowing into Ohio, from the Southem
States. Accompanied by his family and parents, 3Ir. Miles traveled until he reached
the present township of Newton, where he located, on Sec. 31 ; his father, William,
settled in the same township, where his death occurred soon after. Jonathan
reared a family of nine children ; he lived to the advanced age of 90 years, when
he was gathered to his fathers ; his wife preceded him some fifteen years ; for fifteen years before her death, she was au invalid, caused by a paralytic stroke. Our
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subject's entire life has been given to farming. He was married to Miss Sarah
Coate in AprU, 1829 ; she was a daughter of Samuel Coate, and granddaughter* of
Marmaduke ; Samuel Coate died at the residence of our subject in February, 1867,
at the age of nearly 97 years. After the marriage of William M, he moved to his
present place of residence, where he has lived for one-half century-; when he located
on his place, it was a dense forest; by hard labor, and perseverance, he has brought
it to a high state of cultivation. April 28, 1879, he was called upon to mourn the
death of his devoted wife, Sarah. A life member of the Friends' Church, she died
leaving an enduring monument of good works beliind her. 3Ir. and Mrs. 3Iiles had
a family of twelve children—James, Mary J , Ellwood T, Abijah J , Enoch,
(deceased), Wade, Samuel P , John E , Jonathan R, Henry AA7, Margaret and
Phebe. This family contributed four sons to the late civil war. Ellwood and
Samuel enlisted in the 5th 0. V. C, and were identified with the Army of the Cumberland, and participated in the battle of Pittsburg Landing. At the expiration of
their three years' term, Samuel returned home, and Ellwood re-enlisted, and was
with Sherman in his march to the sea. Abijah, was Assistant Surgeon ofthe 48th
O. V. I. for about one year; previous to his enlistment he had taken a course of
medical lectures; after returning from the array he graduated from the Aliami
Medical College, then located in 3Iadison Co. and began practice; in the spring
of 1866, he was appointed to a professorship in the Cincinnati College of 3Iedicine
and Surgery, which position he still holds ; in the summer of 1875, he made a voyage to Europe ; while in France he was called upon to mourn the death of his wife ;
since his retum he has been located in Cincinnati. Henry enlisted in August, 1862,
inthe noted 110th 0. V. I , and participated in eighteen battles ; was taken prisoner at
the battle of Winchester, and was confined for a time in Libby and Belle Isle
Prisons; was paroled and soon after exchanged and returned to his regiment;
remained inthe service till he was mustered out with his regiment June 25, 1865,
at Washington City ; he then returaed home and has since been operating the
homestead farm. He was united in marriage, in 1872, to 3Iiss Laurena Coate. They
have one child, a son.
ALEXANDER C. 3IILES, farmer; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; was born Dec. 3,
1844, near his present home. His father, S. Y. 3Iiles, was born in 1824 in this
township, where he passed fifty-nine years of his life, and was a son of Jonathan
MUes, a native of South Carolina, who immigrated to this country in 1807 or 1808,
and located on Sec. 31. He was married first to 3Iiss Pearson, and in 1843 to
Hester Cothran; they had a family of five children, of whom A. C. is the oldest.
He remained at home, assisting in the duties of the farm, till he was 19 years old,
when he enlisted in the late civil war as a member of the 1st 0. V. C. This was in
February, 1864, and he was sent direct to the front at Nashville, Tenn, participated
in part of Atlanta campaign, then went to Louisville, Ky.; was re-mounted, and
retumed South into Georgia and Alabama ; here engaged at Selma and Columbia.
He was stationed at Darlington, and from this place returned home via Hilton
Head and New York City, and was discharged at Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 29, 1865.
He engaged at once with his father. He has been twice manied, first to Eunice
Coppock, Nov. 26, 1868; she died in 1870, His second marriage was with Sarah
(Muck) Coppock, June 5,1873; they have three daughters. 3Ir. 3Iiles is a worthymember of the A , F. & A. M, of Pleasant Hill.
DAVID MILLER, farmer ; P. 0. Covington ; was born in Dauphin Co, Penn,
in 1817. His father, Henry 3IiUer, and his mother, Ann E. Klein, were both
natives of Pennsylvania; they reared a family of fourteen children, nine sons and
five daughters. Henry Miller gave his attention chiefly to farming, and followed
it till his death, which occurred in Cumberland Co, Penn, at the age of 77 years.
A. E. Klein, his second wife, died at the age of 66 years. The subject of this
sketch was next to the youngest of the family. His life has been that of a farmer.
He passed the first ten years of it in the place of his nativity, when he was taken
with his parents to Cumberland Co. Here he remained, assisting his father in the
duties of the farm, till he was 23 years old. He then embarked in life on his own
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resources, operating a farm in same county for about nine years. In the spring of
1850, he concluded to make his home in Ohio. That he has made fanning a success
is evidenced by his large farm and fine buildings. He has been a faithful member
of the German Baptist Church for about thirty-three years. His first marriage
was in 1840, with Martha Kauffman, of York Co., Penn, with whom he lived about
two and a half years, when her death occurred. A son and daughter were bom to
this union. His second marriage was with Nancy Nussleman, of Lancaster Co.r
Penn., who died in 1868, leaving four sons and one daughter. His third marriage
was with Anna Eller, a native of this county ; they have no children.
D. E. MINNICH, farmer ; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; was bom on the farm on which
he now resides in 1846, and is the son of George E. 3Iinnich, a native of Pennsylvania ; he was born May 17, 1816, in Lancaster Co. ; he was brought to this county
by his parents when he was 10 or 12 years old ; here he passed his boyhood and
youth ; after making several changes, he finally located on the place where the
subject of this sketch now lives; he remained here till 1872, when he disposed of his
farm, and, after moving several times, located near Union City, in Darke Co.; here
his death occurred in May, 1877. He was married twice, first June 14, 1837, to
Esther Brant, of Pennsylvania ; five sons and two daughters were born to them3Iargaret Casper was his second wife, by whom he had a famUy of four sous and
three daughters ; of the fourteen children four are now dead. The subject of this
sketch was raised on a farm, and his early education was limited to the common
school. In 1868, he married Rebecca, daughter of H. Reiber ; of their seven children, six survive ; in 1872, he purchased the old homestead of 80 acres, where he
now lives. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Minnich are members of the German Baptist Church, of
which he is a Deacon.
DAVID MINNICH, retired farmer ; P. O. Pleasant Hill; was bora in Franklin Co, Penn, in 1829, and was only 4 years old when he was brought to this
State by his parents ; he is of German extraction, and the son of George 3Iinnich,
a native of Pennsylvania, who, in 1833, immigrated to this State and settled in
3Iontgomery Co, Ohio; a few years later he removed to this county, but at his death,,
which occurred when he was about 60 years of age, he was living in Franklin
Township, Darke Co. He celebrated his marriage in Pennsylvania with 3Iiss
Nancy Shoemaker; she survived her husband a few years, her death occurring
about eighteen years ago. The boyhood of our subject was passed upon the farm
till 18 years of age, when he came to this village in 1847, and embarked in the
blacksmith business, which he carried on for twenty-five years ; his health then be
coming impaired, he abandoned the business and engaged in farming ; this he continued till about one year ago, since when he has been living a life retired from
active business ; 3Ir. 31. has no penchant for political office, but has been elected
for fourteen years in succession to the office of Township Trustee, an evidence of
his business sagacity and fidelity to his trust. His marriage with Miss 3IeUnda
Deeter, was celebrated in the fall of 1850 ; she is a native of this township, and a
descendant of early settlers ; they had six children, four have died ; the living are
Christina, married to 0. P. Jay, and William. 31r. and Mrs. 31. are members ot
the German Baptist Church, and are living exemplary- lives.
ADA3I MINNICH, farmer; P. 0. Covington; born in Darke Co, Ohio, in
1835; is the son of George and 3Iary (Deeter) 3Iinnich. George was born in
Dauphin Co., Penn, in 1807, his early life was passed upon a farm; at the age of 18,
he learned the art of tanning, which he foUowed three years in his native State.
In the spring of 1829, he came to Ohio and settled on Wolf Creek, in Montgomery
Co, and in 1830 or 1831, he removed to this county, locating in Newberry Township ; and in 1833, he moved to Darke Co, but returned to this county in 1838,
locating in Newton Township, on Sec. 5, where he has since resided. He was married in 1830 to 3Iary Deeter, daughter of Abraham Deeter; she was bom in Montgomery Co., in 1813 ; Abraham was a native of Pennsylvania ; he was married in
his native State, but emigrated to this State in 1805 ; he Uved for a time in Montgomery Co., but, in 1813, moved to this county and located in Newton Township-
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He died in 1850, at the age of 70 ; his wife died in 1859, 72 y7ears of age. Of their
ten children, six still survive. The parents were consistent members of the German Baptist Church for nearly half a century. Adam now lives upon the old
homestead. He married Lydia Gan by in 1854 ; of their seven children, two sons
are dead, one being accidentally shot at 4 years of age, the ball passing through his
head. Abraham Deeter arrived in 3Iontgomery Co. in November, and unloaded
under a large oak, with $1 in cash to carry him though the winter ; he afterward became one of our wealthy farmers.
SA3IUEL 310HLER, minister, Covington ; one of the early settlers of Newton Township ; was born in Juniata Co, Penn, 3Iay 8, 1808, his father, Jacob,
being a native of Lancaster Co, Penn. Jacob was a farmer and wagon-maker.
He married Mary Bollinger, and by- her reared four sons and two daughters, five of
whom still survive. Jacob died at the age of 62. in his native State ; his wife then
emigrated to this State, where her death occurred in 1854, upward of 72 years old.
Samuel is the fourth child of the family ; his early life was passed on a farm, where
he acquired the art of farming. At the age of 18 he began the tanning business
and followed it over twenty years. Sept. 14, 1829, he took a journey to the t: Far
West," which was then Ohio; after a journey of twenty-two and one-half days he
landed at Dayton, Ohio, whence he journeyed up the Stillwater to his present
place, which he purchased, consisting of 49 acres, in Sec. 5. Here he has lived
ever since, a period of half a century ; since his location here, he, by industry and
economy7, added a large farm to his first purchase, which he has recently disposed
of; upon locating here he erected a tannery, wliich he successfully operated for
wenty years : on his farm is a fine spring of living water, and an extensive limestone quarry. 3Ir. 31. identified himself with the German Baptist Church over half
a century ago, and has been an earnest worker and faithful member ever since.
He has served in the capacity of minister in the above church for twenty years, and
for the last ten years as Presiding Elder, at present superintending four districts.
He is a man of many sterling qualities, a useful and much-respected citizen. He
married Catharine Saylor, of Pennsylvania, May 8, 1828, and by her has reared six
sons and fonr daughters. One son, Rudolph, died Jan. 15,1866, leaving a wife and
one child, Anna. Six cliildren have located in vicinity of the homestead, and three
in 3Iissouri.
HENRY 3IOHLER. farmer; P. 0. Covington: born in Cumberland Co,
Penn, in 1829 ; is the son of Rudolph and Elizabeth (3Iiller) 3Iohler. she de
ceased ; he has followed the vocation of farmer through life ; he remained at home
assisting his father in the duties of the farm till he grew up to maturity; he
made his first permanent location on his present place about twenty-six years ago,
having operated a saw-mill on Stillwater about two years prior to this ; his large
homestead, with its fine improvements, bears testimony of his industry, enterprise
and skill as a farmer : he was only 13 years old when he came to this county with
his parents ; he finds his religious creed in the German Baptist Church, of which
he and his wife are faithful members. He was married, in 1852, to Anna Deeter,
daughter of Abraham and granddaughter of David Deeter, a pioneer of this
county ; eight children—six sons and two daughters—have been the issue of this
union ; one son and daughter died when quite small.
WILLIA3I 3IORRIN, farmer; P. 0. Troy ; another of the prominent farmers
of Newton Township ; was born in Washington Co., Penn, in 31 ay. 1815, and emigrated to this State with his parents in 1821, locating in Washington Township :
he is of Irish and German extraction, his father emigrating from Ireland to Pennsylvania when a young man. Our subject was reared a farmer, which has been
his chief occupation throughout life ; his education was received in the public
schools of Washington Township. In 1840, he celebrated his marriage with Miss
Elizabeth I. 3IitcheUj a native of this county and a descendant of Kentuckians ;
at this period, our subject began life for himself, farming the homestead place:
here he successfuUy toiled for several years, when he moved to Piqua, his principal
object being to educate his two daughters ; he embarked in the grocery business.
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which he continued twelve years, when he moved on a farm near Troy, and three
years subsequently purchased the farm on which he now lives. Mr. and 3Irs.
31 orrin are the parents of three children, one of whom is dead ; the remaining two
daughters have both been married ; one is a widow now, living at her father's—the
other living in 3Iontana ; Mr. and Mrs. 3Iorrin are consistent members of the Baptist Church of Troy.
J A C O B 3IUCK, farmer; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill ; born in Pennsylvania, in
August. 1813 ; is the son of Henry 3Iuck, also a native of Pennsylvania, and a
farmer by occupation ; he was married twice, and reared a family of ten cnildren.
Our subject was raised on a farm, and has made farming his chief occupation
through life. In 1840. he immigrated to Ohio and located in 3Iontgomery Co. ;
from here he moved to Franklin Township, Darke Co, locating on Painter's Creek.
At the end of five years, he moved to Newton Township, in this county, which has
since been his place of abode. Eleven years ago last June, he purchased his
present place. For fifteen years, during the thrashing season, he has been running
a thrashing machine.
He celebrated his marriage with 3Iiss Christina Smith, a
Pennsylvanlan. in 1833 ; nine children have been born to thera, seven daughters
and two sons ; a son and daughter have died. In politics. 3Ir. 31. is a Republican ;
and with his wife holds his connection with the Shiloh Christian Church.
DAA'ID 31YERS. farmer ; P. 0 . Covington; born in Juniata Co., P e n n , iu
1824 ; is the son of Alichael Alvers. also a native of Pennsylvania ; he was married
to Elizabeth Neman, and had a family of ten children, two dying in infancy. 3Ir.
Alyers died at the age of 44, when our subject was about 12 years old ; his wife
died seven years ago, at the advanced age of 81 years. 3Iichael 31. emigrated to
Ohio and located in Miami Co, in 1834 ; he first purchased a farm in Newbeny
Township, and soon after in Newton, at which latter place his death occurred. Our
subject has made farming his occupation. After the death of his father, lie lived
from home about one year, when he and his brother took the homestead place and
operated it. till his marriage. This latter event he celebrated with Belinda WiUiamson in 1840: she was born in Clermont Co, Ohio, and died in 1876, having had two
children, one of whom died iu infancy. 3Ir. 3Iyers celebrated his second marriage
in 1877. with Catherine Wackier, a native of York State ; she came to this county
with her parents when quite small, and located in Newberry Township. One
child, Agola 3Iabel, has been born to this union. 3Ir. 31 vers is a member of the
Christian Church of Covington, and 3Irs. 31. of the Evangelical Lutheran of the
same place.
H. H. AIYERS, dealer in boots and shoes. Pleasant Hill : one of the enterprising business men of Pleasant Hill: was born in Lancaster Co, Penn, in 1843 :
he is of German parentage, the sou of Alichael and Roney 3Iyers, who were both
natives of Germany. They emigrated to America early in the present century,
and located in Pennsylvania. 3Iichael 3Iyers was born in 1796, and is still living
at the advanced age of 84 years, with his mental and physical faculties well preserved. Our subject's early education was limited to the common schools of Pennsylvania : he early turned his attention to the trade of shoemaker, which has been
his vocation through life. During the late civil war. he exchanged the comforts
of home for the privations and hardships of the camp and battle-field. He served
three years as a member of the 110th O. Y. I , which distinguished itself in many
hard-fought battles. Our subject participated in the battles of AA'inchester, the
Wil derness. the Shenandoah campaigns, siege of Petersburg, aud many others ; at
this latter place. 3Ir. 3Iyers received a severe wound ou the head, while storming
the enemy's works, occasioned by a blow dealt with a gun in the hands of a rebel :
he was honorably discharged at Columbus. Ohio, on the 2d day of July. 1865. After
returning home, he resumed shoemaking ; this he has since continued with an
interval of four vears. which time was engaged in farming. He now* carries a
large and well-assorted stock of boots and shoes, and practices integrity in all of
his transactions. His marriage was celebrated with 3Iiss 3Iary E. J a y in 1871.
Three children have been born to them.
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WTLLIAM M. NORTH, farmer ; P. 0. Laura ; is one of the early pioneers of
Newton Township; he was born in Union Township Feb. 24,1807, and is the son of
John North, a Georgian by birth ; his father, John N., Sr, was bom in Virginia, from
which State he emigrated to Georgia ; he was employed as a messenger during the
war for American independence, and was frequently in danger from the British
troops. He was married to Rachel Nichols, and they lived together for seventythree years ; Mr. North emigrated to this State in 1805, and located in 31iami Co,
of which he afterward became a prominent citizen; he and his wife lived to a ripe
old age, he dying at the age of 96 years, and she at the age of 94 years ; he was
a nephew of Lord North, of Revolutionary fame. John North, J r , was born previous to the outbreak of the Revolution. He married 3Iiss Tamar Mendenhall in
1798 ; in 1804, he emigrated to Ohio, locating in Union Township, in this countv ;
during the war of 1812, he was employed as a teamster; he reared a family of
five sons and two daughters—3Iartha, Delany, Singleton, Wm. 31, Layton, Austin
and Richard; aU grew up to maturity- and reared families; Austin has been
Judge of the Court of Franklin Co, Iowa, for several years. John N , J r , in 1810,
became the first settler in Twin Township, Darke Co, and kept the first store in
Ithaca. Our subject has experienced all the trials and triumphs incident to pioneer life. He was married, Aug. 2, 1830, to 3Iiss Esther Hall, who was born in
Union Township in 1810, and was the daughter of Amos and Susan (Coate) Hall,
originally from South Carolina ; in November, 1832, 3Ir. N. purchased the fann on
which he now resides, and moved on it. He held the office of Township Trustee
for twelve years, and Assessor for one year. He has had a family of eleven children, six sons and five daughters, four of whom have died; three of his sons,
Amos H , L. 31. and W. L, were soldiers in the late civil war; Amos H. and L. 31.
were members of the 71st O. V. I , in the three-years service ; they participated in
the battle of Pittsburg Landing, where L. 31. was wounded through the ann, and
was subsequently discharged ; Amos H. remained in the service almost three
years, but was discharged on account of some trouble with his eyes ; W. I. was a
member of the 147th O. N. G. 3Ir. North w-as called to mourn the death of his
wife, March 8, 1879. Mr. North merits special mention for the kind, filial care
which he rendered to his own and his wife's parents during the latter period of
their lives. Mr. and 3Irs. Hall, the parents of 3Irs North, lived to ripe old ages ;
Mr. Hall died suddenly, lamented by all who knew him.
SAMUEL 31. OAKS, farmer ; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; he was born in Union,
Montgomery Co, Ohio, in 1833, and is a son of Samuel Oaks, born in Pennsylvania in 1806; Samuel was a smith by trade, and when about 6 y-ears old, came
to Dayton, Ohio, with his parents, the place then consisting of only a few houses.
He married Isabella Hamel, of Pennsylvania, in 1828, by whom he had eight
sons and four daughters ; five still survive, as also do the parents at an advanced
age. Our subject was inured to farm labor, and has made farming his occupation ;
in this he takes a great interest and exhibits great enterprise, the aggregate of his
crops attesting his skill and success as a farmer ; in 1858, he moved to this county
and located in Concord Township, and, at the end of nine or ten years, he returned
to his native county ; some three or four years later, he located on his present
place, where he has since resided, and made many improvements ; he is a self-made
man ; in early life, thrown upon his own resources, he has, by industry and economy,
risen to a position of affluence ; socially, he is pleasant and affable, religiously,
an eamest Christian, and, with his wife, a member of the Congregational Brethren
Church of Pleasant Hill. He married Melinda J. Smith, nee Buley7, in 1855 ; she
was bom in this county in 1837 ; of his five sons and one daughter, four sons have
died, three upon the same day ; Mr. Oaks takes a great interest in educating his
children, giving them the best opportunities in this direction ; his daughter, Ella
S. Biteman, being a teacher by profession.
S. H. OVERCARSH, teacher, Pleasant HUl; he was bom in sight of his
present home, in 1856, and is the son of Michael and Martha (Brandon) Overcarsh;
Michael was bom in Dauphin Co, Penn., in 1827, and is of German descent, and a
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son of John and Catherine (Hoover) Overcarsh, who had one son and one daughter;
when Michael was 10 or 12 years old, his parents came to Ohio, locating on
his present place, where he has since resided; his parents both died on the same day,
Nov. 9, 1873 ; he was born March 14, 1794, and she July 11, 1795. Michael was
married April 19, 1853, to Martha, granddaughter of Anna Brandon, elsewhere
noticed in these sketches ; she died Dec. 24, 1878 ; three sons and two daughters
were born of this union. Our subject was raised upon a farm and educated in the
common school ; he improved his educational opportunities weU, and entered the
profession of teaching in 1875, which he has since continued during the winter,
devoting his summer months to farming; he is a Republican in politics, and a
Protestant in religion, being a member, with his wife, of the Christian Church ; personally, he is pleasant, affable, industrious and enterprising. He was married, in
1878, to Jemima 3Iaier, of this county, daughter of Eberhart and Lucy Maier; one
daughter, Martha, has been the issue of this union.
AVILLIAM PATTY, physician, Pleasant Hill; is one of the prominent citizens
of Newton Township, bom Dec. 30, 1827, in Miami Co, of Welch extraction on
the paternal, and English on the maternal side. His ancestry- settled in South
Carolina in an early clay, where his father, Charles Patty, was born, July 21, 1788.
He was married to Phebe Pearson, born Aug. 5, 1789. In 1808, they pioneered
their way into the Stillwater Valley, locating within the present limits of Newberry
Township. AVhen war was declared in 1812, safety required them to retire to the
southern part of the county, where they located in the extreme southeast part of
Union Township; after a time he moved to Alontgomery Co, and at the end of
twenty years, to Newton Township, where his death occurred Sept. 23, 1848 ; his
wife died July 24. 1868, at the age of 79. Dr. Patty was raised in 3Iontgomery
Co. ; his educational advantages were meager, but weU improved, and he entered
the profession of teaching at the age of 17, which he contmued for four years, in
the meantime devoting his leisure time to the study of medicine. In 1853, he
attended a course of lectures at the Eclectic 3Iedical College, of Cincinnati; he
then practiced till 1866, with the exception of four years, when he attended another
course of lectures, receiving his diploma. He made his first location at Laura, and
from there came to his present place in the spring of 1867. As a physician, he
has been successful, as a citizen he is sociable and charitable. He married Sarah
J. Dawell, of this county, in 1849 ; they have four sons and one daughter; two
sons are dead. He is a member of the A , F. & A. 31, and, with his wife, isa
member of the Christian Church.
R. 31. PEARSON ; P. 0. Troy ; one of the prominent men of this township ; is
a son of Joseph Pearson, and now lives in the house in which he was born, April
23, 1832 ; was raised to farming until 18, during which time he obtained a faileducation ; he then followed wagon-making at Covington three years, abandoning
the same from failing health ; June, 1853, went to Iowa, and in the spring of 1854,
went to Ft. Kearney, where he was wounded by a ball passing through his foot;
he then went to Ft. Laramie in a wagon, and during the twelve-days' joumey suffered much pain ; the August following, weut by ox team to Ft. Leavenworth, Kan,
thence by boat to St. Louis, arriving at Iowa in a weak condition, where he met
with another accident, and, returning to Ohio, recovered his health under the skiU
of Dr. Cable, of Covington; from 1855 to 1857 he worked at carpentering, etc, in Iowa;
he then made a trip of 170 days across the plains to California, via the beautiful
Thousand Spring Valley, during which they had frequent encounters with the
Indians ; he located in Bent Co, and unsuccessfully followed mining seven years,
during this time he often assisted to defend the settlers from the Indians ; he has
a vivid recollection of the great earthquake in Colorado, 3Iarch 5, 1864 ; he also
worked six months in a quartz-mill in Plum Co. ; from there went to Portland,
Ore, landing with 25 cents in his pocket; from here went up the Columbia River
to Dalles City, where they packed their horses with suppUes and made the trip of
400 mUes to Boice Basin, Idaho, on foot, suffering much from snow and rain; here
he commenced work April, 1864, in the mines ; after a few days labor, he was taken
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with the measles, and for twelve days lay in shelter made by shoveling away the
deep snow, during which time his doctor's two trips per day was $16 each ; he was
then taken to town on a mule, but did not recover sufficiently to labor until the
next July, when he became night manager of the mines for four ancl a half months
at $210 per month ; the following spring, he bought a claim and worked until the
fall of 1867, when he sold out and quit mining, having suffered the hardships of a
miner's life for ten years ; he then returned home via Portland, San Francisco, Central America and New7 York ; he followed the saw-mill and lumber business seven
years, but has since been occupied in farming ; is a member of the A , F. & A. 3 1 ,
Franklin Chapter, R , A. 31. ancl Coleman Commandery, No. 17, Troy, Ohio, of which
he is a standard bearer.
3Iarried Jane 3IcCurdv Sept. 3. 1868 ; thev have four
children—Lydia J , born Sept. 19, 1869 ; Ida 3Iay, Dec. 21. 1870 : Eliza D., Feb.
23. 1 8 7 3 ; William H. H , Oct. 11, 1875.
HORATIO PEARSON, teacher, Pleasant Hill; born in Union Township
Sept. 15, 1836 ; he is a son of Isaac P. and 3Iary Pemberton, both of Union
Township. Robert Pearson, his grandfather, was a native of Newberry District,
S. C , and emigrated to Ohio about 1806, locating in LTnion Township :
he had five sons ancl four daughters ; three sons and three daughters still survive,
the youngest being 60 years old. He was married to Keziah Hollingsworth, of
South Carolina, and was a farmer by occupation, as were all his sons. Isaac was
located in the vicinity of the homestead till 1846, when he pre-empted a piece of
of land in Howard Co, I n d , on which he moved. Here in a few years he was
called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, 3Iary, who died, leaving a family of four
sons and two daughters; 3Ir. P. then returned to his native place, where his
family were reared. He still survives, making his permanent home in Indiana.
Our subject is the oldest of the family, and the scenes of his boyhood and youth
were passed upon the farm, engaging in such duties as fall to the lot of a farmer
b o y ; his educational opportunities were limited to the common school, except a
short time spent in the Ohio AVesleyan University, of Delaware, Ohio; thus lie
was left to take the slower but surer route to a thorough education, that of selfculture. By close application to his books, he early qualified himself for the profession of teaching. At the age of 17. he engaged in the carpenter trade, which art
he acquired, and has since worked at at intervals ; he commenced teaching at the
age of 19, which has since been his principal occupation. In the fall of 1875, he
took charge of the Pleasant Hill school, and has since superintended it with eminent success. He was recently employed for three years by the Board of Education,
a mark of his excellence as a teacher ; previous to taking this school, lie superintended with satisfaction the Georgetown school. 3Ir. P. is a Republican in politics.
He married, Dec. 10, 1857,3Iary P , daughter of Elijah, and a direct descendant of
Marmaduke Coate ; four sons and four daughters have been the issue of this
union ; one son died in 1874, at the age of 15.
E P H R A I 3 I PEARSON, farmer ; P. 0 . Covington ; born in this township in
August, 1834; is the son of Wilkinson Pearson and Eleanor Leavell, the former
of South Carolina, and the latter of this township ; Wilkinson Pearson is the son
of Benjamin Pearson, who immigrated to Ohio in 1805 ; in the fall of 1806, he
came to this township, settling on the banks of the Stillwater: here Wilkinson
passed his youth in the wilderness ; he lived in this township until after the close
of the war, when he moved to Newberry Township, where he still resides. He was
married to Eleanor Leavell, daughter of Robert Leavell, a pioneer ; they had nine
children, six deceased ; four of the sons were in the late civil war—two (Richard
and Job) as members of the 110th O. V. I. ; J o b was shot at the battle of Cold
H a r b o r ; Richard was wounded five times during his term of service; James C.
and the subject of this sketch were members of the 147th 0 . N. G. Ephraim was
brought up on a farm and received his early education in the common school; he
made his first permanent move from his birthplace to his present place in 1856 :
here he has since resided, operating his farm, consisting of 140 acres ; it is under
the best of modem improvement, and everything indicates thrift, industry and en-
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terprise; 3Ir. Pearson has been a member of the RepubUcan party since its organization ; he has been elected three times to the position of Township Trustee—a
testimony of the confidence and esteem he has won of the people ; he and his wifeare consistent members of the Christian Church. 3Ir. Pearson was married, in
1854, to Nancy Caldwell, a native of this township and a daughterof James Caldwell ; four children—three sons and one daughter—have been the issue of this
union. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Pearson are active members of the Patrons of Husbandry,
and were charter members of the Covington Lodge, No. 96.
J E R E 3 I I A H PEARSON, farmer ; P. 0 . Covington; was boru iu this township in 1840 ; his ancestors came from South Carolina, and were early pioneers of
this county ; his father. Elisha P , was born in Newberry District, S. C, about 1804,
and was brought to this county by his parents when an infant; they located near
Tippecanoe, in 3Ionroe Township ; quite early, he moved to this township and
entered the southwest quarter of Sec. 3, Range 4 ; he passed the latter part of his
life with his son Jeremiah, his death occurring about two years ago. He was married to Julia Ann A7an Horn, of this county ; she was born iu 1816, her father
dying when she was but a child ; she was reared by Enoch Pearson, of 3Ionroe
Township, and still survives. Elisha P. had a family of four sons and two daughters, a son and daughter of whom have died. The subject of this sketch is next
to the oldest child ; his early life was passed upon the farm, and his early education
was much limited ; he has followed farming as his life pursuit ; he moved to his
present place, consisting of 82 acres, about three years ago. His political views
are found in the Democratic party. He has been twice married; first, in 1863. to
3Iary, daughter of 3Iiles Coats ; she died about eleven vears ago. leaving twro sons ;
he was married the second time, to 3Iarietta Shephard ; they have had five children,
one deceased.
A. J. PENNY, farmer ; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill; a descendant ofthe early pioneers
of this county ; born in Darke Co, Ohio, April 3, 1840, and is the son of Dennis
Penny, of Kentucky. He emigrated to this State when quite a boy. He married
3Irs. Condon, formerly 3Iiss 3Iichael. She is a native of Hamilton Co, Ohio, and
daughter of William Alichael. who lived to the age of 101 vears. He was also an
early settler ou the 3Iiami. After the marriage of 3Ir. P. he settled in Darke Co..
and reared eight children, of whom five are living. AVe find this family full of the
true spirit of patriotism, and, when the countiy demanded soldiers for her protection,
the father and five sons were quick to respond. Air. P. enlisted in Co. E, 48th
0 . V. I., and died at Pittsburg Landing, with a fever contracted while in the
service. Two of his sons, Jason H. and our subject, were in the 48th 0 . Ar. I. :
Jason served a term of three years, and participated in twenty-six battles. Another
son, Oliver, was a member of the 44th 0 . V. I , and was shot dead from his horse
in the battle of Louisburg, Ya.. ; Steven Condon, a step-son, was a member of the
94th O. A7. I , and was severely wounded ; John Condon, another step-son, served
in the 152d 0 . N. G. After the battle of Pittsburg Landing, our subject was
stationed most of the time at Cincinnati, Ohio, where he received a commission to
recruit a battery of heavy artillery for the Adjutant General of Kentucky. After
recruiting 100 men, they were organized into a company of cavalry, serving a
period of three years and three months. He was honorably discharged, and
returned home. Since then, he has been variously employed, at shoemaking,
selling sewing machines, dry-goods, and a short time as an agent in a lightning
rod company. Jan. 18, 1880, he purchased the farm where he now lives, and
has since been engaged in farming. He was married to 3Iiss 3Iargaret AVeddle
Oct. 11, 1863. She is the youngest child of Isaac Weddle, one of the early settlers
in this township ; they have six children. 3Ir. P. is a charter member of the West
Milton Encampment, No. 127, and a member ofthe I. O. O. F , No. 165, Stillwater
Lodge. Politically, he is a Republican.
ISAAC PRICE, minister and farmer ; P. 0 . Pleasant HiU ; bom in Mifflin
Co, P e n n , in 1836 ; is the son of Isaac and Elizabeth Price, of Pennsylvania, the
former of 3Iifflin. and the latter of Juniata Co.; Isaac P , Sr, passed his entire
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life, a period of seventy-three years, in the same house. The subject of this sketch
was brought up on a farm, and thus, from boyhood, acquired a knowledge of farming, which he has foUowed through Ufe, and with eminent success, as the fact that
he now possesses a large, fine farm, under the best of improvements, bears ample
testimony ; his early education was limited to the common school; in the spring
of 1861, he immigrated to this State and located in Newton Township ; he soon engaged himself to Mr. Fox as a farm laborer; in the following fall, he purchased of
Mr. Fox 73f acres of land, a part of the tract which he now owns ; he has added
to this 100 acres, by his industry and good management. 3Ir. Price is a minister
in the German- Baptist Church, whose official duties he has discharged for nine
years, with fidelity- to his church and commendable zeal in the cause of Christianity ; Mr. Price is a good worker in the cause of religion, using his talent to
good account for the 3Iaster's service ; personally, he is a gentleman, honest and
upright in all his dealings with his fellow-man. He was married in January, 1862,
to Mary J. Fox, a native of Montgomery Co.; she is the daughter of Henry and
Elizabeth Fox, the former a native of 3Iaryiand, whence he emigrated to this State ;
he and wife still survive, and live near Covington. They have three daughters and
two sons.
JOHN REED, farmer; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; was born 3Iay 12, 1818, near
Pleasant Hill, and is the son of John Reed, of Botetourt Co, A7a.; John, Sr, married Elizabeth MUler, of Virginia, and immigrated to Ohio in 1815, locating on
Sec. 17 ; soon after comirg here, he was kiUed by a falling limb. Of the family
of seven children, our subject is next to the sixth; his early life was passed in the
pioneer times of this township, with the usual experiences of such a life ; he left
the parental roof when only 8 years old, and went to live with his sister, 3Irs. Jacob
Deeter; here he remained until he was 14 years old, when he was throwm upon his
own resources. He was married in 1836 to Catherine, daughter of David Deeter ;
she was born in this township May 15, 1818. 3Ir. R. began life, after his marriage,
on the old homestead, and in 1839 purchased his present place, where he has since
lived ; he has made farming his chief occupation. Of his family of thirteen children, six are deceased; three sons, AVm. H , David and Frederick, and four daughters, Elizabeth, Alelinda, Christina and Lucinda, still survive. William and David
were soldiers in the late civil war ; William enlisted in 1861 in the 1st O.A7. C, and
served three years ; he was engaged in all the battles of the regiment up to the
time of his discharge. David was in the 71st O. V. I , and enlisted in 1861, serving four years ; he participated in the battles of Pittsburg Landing, Donelson.
NashvUle, Franklin, etc., and was sent into Texas at the close of the war. 3Ir.
and Mrs. R. are members of the German Baptist Church; they are the grandparents
of twenty-four children, and great-grandparents of two.
JOSEPH REEDER, farmer; P. 0. Pleasant Hill; was bom in Washington
Township, Montgomery7 Co, in 1827, the 12th day of July ; he is the son of AA7illiam
Reeder and grandson of Joseph Reeder. Joseph R. and family emigrated to this
State in the beginning of the present century ; they made the voyage down the
Ohio River on a flatboat, landing in Cincinnati in 1801, their property consisting
of a cow, a horse, and a two-wheeled cart ; with these they7 took up their journey
northward, penetrating the wilderness as far as Montgomery Co., where they
located on Sugar Creek ; here he entered a piece of land and built a rude cabin to
serve as a temporary dwelling. William Reeder was his only child ; his birthplace
was Virginia, and he was only a boy when his parents settled in 3Iontgomery Co.;
he was possessed of great muscular strength, and could perform the remarkable
feat of lifting a barrel of cider to his mouth, drinking out of the bung hole ; farming
was v his exclusive occupation till his 30th y7ear, when he met with an accident
which prevented him from active work on the farm ; but being of an ingenious
turn of mind he engaged in various pursuits, as shoemaking, blacksmithing, coopering, carpentering, etc., in the meantime managing the farm till our subject grew
up. He was married twice and reared a family of eight children, four sons and
four daughters; his death occurred in 1865. Our subject was the youngest of this
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family ; he early formed habits of industry and good management, which have
served him well through life: agriculture has been his chief occupation ; in 1852,
his father disposed of his land in 3Iontgomery Co, and purchased a farm near
West Milton, in this county. To our subject fell the duty of caring for his parents
and two grandmothers in their old age ; his paternal grandmother lived to the remarkable" age of 95 years, retaining her mental and physical powers unusually7 well
till her death. Feb- 18, 1855, our subject celebrated his nuptials with Miss 3Iary
Furnas, daughter of Joseph F u r n a s ; in 1856, he disposed of his farm at West
3Iilton and purchased in Newton Township ; the following year, he made a trip to
Kansas, with a view of locating there ; he found the people much agitated over the
slave question, and he returned content to remain in his native State; he has a
farm of 250 acres near Newton, and 40 acres where he resides. Mr. and 3Irs.
Reeder are the parents of three children, one daughter now married, and two sons.
3Ir. R. is a consistent member of the F, & A. 31. Society of Pleasant Hill, and has
held a connection with this fraternity for fifteen years.
J A C O B REIBER, Postmaster, Pleasant H i l l ; was born in Perry Co, P e n n ,
Sept. 1, 1836 ; his father, John, was a native of the same county, born May 26,
1811 ; he was raised on a farm and received a fair education ; he was a smith by
tracle. In the spring of 1837. he moved to Ohio, locating in Newton Township, on
Sec. 36, where, with the exception of a short time in Union Township, he passed
the remnant of his days. He built several shops in the township, and embarked
in farming in 1849, wliich he continued till his death, April 18, 1872. He was,
with his wife, a member of the Christian Church for a number of years, and was
Deacon about thirty years. He was married twice, first to 3Iary Fenical, of
Pennsylvania, J u n e 4, 1835 ; she died Feb. 23, 1865 ; they had four sons—Jacob,
Peter (now deceased), William F. (died Oct. 22, 1856), Joseph C. and three daughters, Susannah, Alargaret I. (who died Oct. 21, 1856), and S a r a h J . (who died Oct.
3, 1856). Jacob was raised on a farm till the 5th of October, 1863, when he
enlisted in the 110th 0 . Y. I , Co. G, and participated in the battle of Brandy Station, on Sth of November, and on 3Iay 5, 1864, was iu the fight of the Wilderness,
where he received, almost instantaneously, five shots, breaking both legs, and one
ball entering his left shoulder. I t was uear the last of the month when he was placed
in the Armory Square Hospital, at Washington City, where his wounds received
the first proper care. He remained here, under the care of Dr. Steward, of Pennsylvania, until Oct. 3, 1864, when he had sufficiently recovered to go home ; some
time elapsed before he regained his strength. Since returning, he has been engaged
in various pursuits, as book-selling, clerking, photographing, auctioneering, welldrilling, etc. He filled the unexpired term of the first 3I.ayorship, of Pleasant
Hill. In 1867, and for two succeeding years, he was elected to the office of Township Clerk ; was appointed Postmaster Jan. 1, 1878, and has since discharged its
duties with satisfaction to the public. He is a Republican in politics, and a strong
temperance man. With his wife, he is a member of the Christian Church. He was
made a 3Iason in November, 1865, aud has filled an official position thirteen years,
acting as AA7. 31. two years ; he is also a member of the Franklin Chapter, No. 24,
and Franklin Council No. 16, Troy. He married 3Iaria AA'illiams Aug. 27, 1857;
she is a daughter of Michael and J a n e (Coppock) Williams, and a direct descendant of 3Iichael AVilliams, Sr. ; their children were as follows : AVilliam Sumner, born
August, I860, died 3Iay 6, 1864; Rosella J . (clerk in post office), Charles C , J .
Warren, and Arthur L , who died Aug. 26, 1879, from diphtheria.
J O S E P H R E I B E R , fanner ; P. O. Pleasant H i l l ; born in Newton Township
in 1845 ; is the son of Henry Reiber, who was born in P e n y Co, P e n n , in 1516 ;
he is of German extraction, and is the son of Jacob and Catherine Reiber, of York
Co., Penn.; he was raised a farmer, and obtained his education under the difficulties and disadvantages of those early days ; his father being in poor circumstances
financiaUy, he was obliged early to go "from home and labor for aTivelihood ; in
1835, he emigrated to Ohio and this township ; he commenced at once to work,
and. in a few vears, bv industry and economy, had saved enough monev to
ir
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purchase 80 acres of land; since he has added other acres and many improvements to
this. He was married, in 1840, to Delia Hartzell, of Preble Co.; eleven children
have been the issue of this union, four of whom have deceased ; Philip. Jacob and
Benjamin gave their lives in defense of their country in the late rebellion ; Philip
and Benjamin were members of the 110th 0 . V. I.; Benjamin died with the
measles, and Philip fell a victim to the Andersonville Prison-pen , Jacob went out
with the 147th O. N. G , and died at AATashingtou City, of diphtheria ; thus three
noble and brave sons and brothers sacrificed their lives on the altar of their country ; may the grass ever grow green over their graves, and future generations
keep inviolate that for which they gave their lives. The subject of this sketch is
an agriculturist by vocation ; his education was limited to the common school ;
his early farm training has served him well through life, and secured him success
in his chosen vocation ; he cultivates the homestead, consisting of 160 acres. He
finds expression for his political sentiments in the Republican party. He was married, in 1871, to Elizabeth 3Iatthews, of this county ; they had three daughters
and one son ; two daughters are dead.
E3IANUEL RENCH, farmer ; P. O. Covington ; born in 1830 ; is the son of
Jacob Rench and Susannah Bllckenstaff; he was reared on a farm, and devoted a
great deal of his youth to driving an ox team ; his education was obtained under
the difficulties of pioneer life and the imperfect subscription-school system ; at the
age of 15, he entered his father's distillery, and remained in it principally till his
father sold out in 1848 ; since then, he has devoted his time to farming. He was
married, in 1855, to Nancy A. 3Iorgan, born in Illinois, and reared mostly in Burlington, Iowa ; she came to this State a short time before her marriage ; by this
union they have had a family of five sons and three daughters, of whom one son
and one daughter have died. 3Ir. Bench's political inclinations are with the Demo
cratic party, though he is no zealous partisan ; he identifies himself with the German Baptist Church, of which he and his wife are both members.
T. P. RENCH, farming ; P. O. Covington ; born in 1848, on northwest quarter
of Sec. 8, Newton Township ; is the son of Jacob ancl Sarah (Boggs) Rench ; he
was brought up on a farm, and his early education was limited to the common
school; he remained on the homestead till the spring of 1875, when he moved to
Darke Co, Patterson Township ; he remained here till the following spring, when
he moved to Wayne Township, near AVebster ; at the end of two years, he moved
to his present place. He is politically identified with the Democratic party, and
religiously with the German Baptist Church, as is also his wife. He was married in
1872, Nov. 10, to Rosanna Long ; she was born June 4, 1853, near Pleasant Hill,
and is the daughter of James Long ancl Esther Eller. Two daughters have been
given to 3Ir. and 3Irs. Rench ; one was born Dec. 23, 1873, and died in infancy ;
the other, Fredonia Rench, was born Feb. 4, 1876.
J A C O B RENCH, deceased ; one of the early settlers and prominent citizens
of Newton Township ; was born in Pennsylvania in 1797, and was the son of Joseph
and Susannah (Deeter) Rench. Joseph emigrated from Pennsylvania to Ohio in
1812 or 1813, and located north of the present site of Pleasant Hill. He ancl his
wife were not long permitted to enjoy their new7 home in the wilderness, he dying in
1815 with the milk sickness, and his wife the following year. They left a family of
four sons and three daughters, the oldest, Joseph, being yet in his minority ; the
family thus left without father or mother suffered all the privations and hardships
of pioneer life; the burden of providing ancl caring for them fell to the lot of
Jacob, who was industrious and possessed of extraordinary business sagacity ; by
his indomitable will and perseverance, he rose on the very difficulties he had to contend with, and became, before his death, wealthy, leaving at his demise an estate
of $35,000 to $40,000. He was a farmer by occupation, but did a great deal of
teaming and milling ; he made a trip to New Orleans in 1825, by flat-boat down
the StiUwater, 3Iiami, Ohio and 3Iississippi Rivers ; his teaming was mostly north,
and was done at a time when it was regarded hazardous and difficult ; he was
enterprising and possessed many sterling qualities : integrity was the ruling prin-
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ciple in all his business transactions. Religiously, he was of Protestant faith, having his affiliations first with the Christian Church, and at his death with the German Baptist. His death occurred Aug. 13, 1874. He was married three times ;
first, in 1819, to Anna Burns, of Pennsylvania ; she died in 1820, leaving a son,
John. His second marriage vvas in 1826 or 1827 to Susannah Bllckenstaff, of
Pennsylvania, who died in 1832 or 1833, leaving three children, Hannah, Emanuel
and Susan. His third wife was Sarah (Boggs) A r alentine, of this county ; they had
ten children—Alary L , Jacob, T. B , Fredonia, deceased : Ezekiel B , one daughter
died in infancy : Joseph B.; R. E. C.: Sarah E , deceased ; Valentine T , deceased.
3Irs. Rench had two children by her first marriage, George H. A7alentine, and one
who died in infancy. Ezekiel Boggs, fiither of 31rs. Rench, was born in Pennsylvania Nov. 20, 1782 ; he was the only child of the family, and was early apprenticed to the mason's trade ; being cruelly used, he was induced by his uncle to
run off, and vvas brought by him to this State, where he was apprenticed to the
blacksmith trade, which he followed a short time. He married in 1804 or 1805
Eve C. Haney ; his financial circumstances were meager, as he depended upon his
daily labor for subsistence : he served six months in the war of 1812, on the frontier : made a trip to New Orleans, by flat-boat, with produce, and then purchased a
horse and wagon, embarking in the peddling business with gratifying results ; in
1819. he came to this county, locating near Piqua. and engaged in farming till
1828, when he erected a grist and saw mill and woolen factory above Piqua, on the
Aliami; he subsequently moved to Piqua, where his death occurred Sept. 22, 1864.
He labored through life with eminent success, leaving at his death an estate worth
S25.000 or 830,000. His wife, Catherine, was born in Pennsylvania Jan. 29, 1783,
and died Feb. 26. 1867. They had six sons and seven daughters ; four still survive. He. with his wife, was a member of the L'nited Brethren Church for forty
years. 3Irs. Rench united vvith the German Baptist Church a short time before
her death.
J A C O B RENCH, fanner : P. O. Covington ; born in 1847, on the northwest
quarter of Sec. 8 : is the son of Jacob ancl Sarah (Boggs) Rench ; he was reared
on the homestead, where he remained, assisting in farming till the spring of 1876,
when he moved to his present place ; in 1877, he removed to Darke Co, Wayne
Township, ancl remained one year : at the end of this time, he returned to his present place, where he has since resided ; he owms and operates, with his brother, T. P.
Rench, a steam thrasher, which they have successfully used for several years. He
was married in December. 1872. to Mary E. Faber. a native of Pennsylvania : she
emigrated to the State of Indiana in 1866, and lived near Union City till a short
time before her marriage, when she moved to Troy ; one daughter. Sarah Anna,
was given them in September. 1879. Air. R. is a member of the German Baptist
Church.
J O S E P H ROSZELL, minister and farmer ; P. 0 . Troy ; born in New Jersey
in 1822 ; is the son of Joseph and Hannah Roszell. natives, also, of New Jersey ;
thev emigrated to Ohio in 1832. and located near Centerville. in 3Iontgomerv Co.;
Air. R , Sr, was a farmer by occupation : in the spring of lb>42, he moved to Bethel
Townsliip. this county, where he passed the remnant of his days, his death occurring April 29, 1851 ; his devoted wife survived him till Dec. 28. 1869. His early
educational opportunities were necessarily limited, but were well improved ; he is
the youngest son of a family of eight children, five sous and three daughters ; he
remainedTat home, discharging his filial duties, until the deatii of his father. The
22d of June, 1851. he celebrated his marriage with Aliss Rachel A. Crow, a native
of Virginia ; she emigrated to Ohio with her parents in 1835. and settled in the extreme southeast part of Bethel Townsliip, in this county. 31r. and 31rs Crow both
died in 1879, he at the ripe age of 87. and she aged 75 years: they were faithful
members of the 31. E. Church, and in their death the church lost useful members.
Soon after the marriage of 31 r. R , he removed to a place near Tippecanoe and engaged in farming; he remained here for a period of twenty-six or twenty-seven
vears. and, one vear ago, moved to the farm on which he now resides. 31r. and
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Mrs. R, are the parents of eight children, four sons and four daughters ; four years
ago a son was instantly killed, a horse throwing and falling on him. 3Ir. R. united
with the M. E. Church in January, 1851j and in 1853 was licensed as an exhorter,
and in 1861 was ordained a local minister in the same church ; the duties of this
official relation he discharged faithfully and with commendable zeal; his wife and
four children are members of the church.
JOEL ROTHERMEL, shoemaker, Pleasant Hill. Among the business men
worthy of special mention in Pleasant Hill, is Joel Rothermel ; he comes of German parentage, and was born in 1833 in Berks Co, Penn. His father, Isaac
Rothermel, is also a native of Berks Co., and still resides in his native place at an
advanced age. 31rs. Rothermel died when our subject was only 2 years old : he
then found a home with his paternal grandfather, with whom he passed his boyhood days on a farm ; at the age of 16, his father placed him in his shop to learn
the shoemaker's trade; this he continued till 1858, when he emigrated to Ohio,
locating in Pleasant Hill; here he resumed his former occupation, combining vvith
it for the first year the hotel business ; he worked as journeyman with several
parties till 1862, when he formed a partnership with 31. D. 3Iyers ; three years
subsequent, this partnership was dissolved, and 3Ir. Rothermel has since continued
successfully the shop in his own name. He was a soldier in the late civil war,
and member of the 147th 0. N. G, which regiment vvas employed most of the
time on guard duty. In July, 1862, he w-as appointed Postmaster of Pleasant
Hill, which position he held for sixteen years ; he has also been several times
elected Councilman of the village. In addition to his trade, he deals in flour and
patent medicines. His marriage with 3Iiss Esther Longaneeker was celebrated in
Pennsylvania in 1857 ; she is a native of Juniata Co., Penn. They have had
three children—one deceased.
WILLIA3I E. SHELLABERGER, farmer ; P. 0. Covington ; born in Juniata Co, Penn, in 1827. Is the son of David and Elizabeth (Reynolds) Shellaberger, both natives of Pennsylvania ; David was a farmer by occupation, and passed
his entire life in his native county, his death occurring in 1854, at the age of 54.
He was married to Elizabeth Reynolds, and had eight children, one of whom is
dead. His wife, Elizabeth, moved to this State after his death, and married David
SheUaberger of Pennsylvania. She died some eight years ago. The subject of
this sketch is the third child of her last marriage ; he has made agriculture his
occupation, and the thrifty appearance of his fine, large farm, his buildings and
other improvements, indicate success in this direction; in 1850, he located in
Covington, in this county, but afterward moved to a farm in Newton Township
near Pleasant Hill, where he lived two years, then came to his present place, where
he has since resided ; he is one of the successful farmers of Newton Township,
now operating a farm of 172 acres. He and wife have been consistent members
of the German Baptist Church for a number of years. 3Ir. Shellaberger is a
man of industrious habits, and, in all his relations with the world, integrity is
his ruling principle. He married, in 1854, Susan, daughter of Rudolph 3Iohler,
and is now living with her at the age of 79 years. They have had eight children
—two deceased. Rudolph Mohler was born in Lancaster Co, Penn, in 1801, and
is the son of Jacob and Mary Mohler ; at the age of 18, he was apprenticed to the
trade of a tanner, which he followed twenty-three years ; in 1842, he emigrated to
Ohio, located in Newton Township, this county ; here he resided till 1875, when he
went to live with his son, Henry 3Iohler; here he remained till about one year
ago, when he moved to his present place. He has been married twice, first in
1822, to Susanna Bousman, of Pennsylvania. Three children were born to this
union. She died June 27,1827. His second marriage was with Elizabeth MiUer, in
1827, by whom he had a famUy of ten children. He is a member of the German
Baptist Church, in which he has held the office of minister since 1832, and that of
Elder for about twenty7 years. Mr. Shellaberger has always been an eamest
worker and devoted Christian.
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J O S E P H U S SHOE3IAKER, nurseryman and farmer; P. O. Covington;
born in Newberry Township in 1843 ; is the son of George S. and Elizabeth
(AVilliams) Shoemaker ; the former was a native of Lancaster Co, P e n n , and emigrated to this county with his parents when quite a young man, locating in Newberry Township. Here he lived till recently, when he moved to Delaware Co,
Ind. Elizabeth Williams, his wife, was a daughter of Alichael W , J r , and granddaughter of 3Iichael AV, Sr, the first settler in this, township. She died before
Josephus was 2 years old. This misfortune broke up the home, ancl he was put
out among strangers, where he passed his youth, mostly in farming. His early
education was limited to the common school. At the age of 19, he entered life on
his own resources. With unyielding energy and unflagging industry, he has made
it a success. He served as a soldier in the 147th 0 . N. G , aucl was disabled near
AATashington City. He then received a furlough, and, in 1864, enlisted in the 194th
0 . Y. I , and served until the close of the war; then lived in Newberry Township
one year, with his LTncle AA'ilUams. In 1875, he located on Sec. 10, Newton Townsliip, where he now resides, and is extensively engaged in the nursery business ;
and. being skilled in his vocation, he now has a stock of 75.000 trees. He is also
engaged in tanning bark for budding purposes. Air. Shoemaker married Nancy
Elmore in 1866 ; of their five children, four now survive. Air. and Airs. Shoemaker
are members of the German Baptist Church.
J O H N SHOE31AKER, tanner; P. O. Covington ; born in Franklin Co., P e n n ,
in 1829 ; is the son of John and Catherine Shoemaker, both of Pennsylvania. John,
Sr, immigrated to Ohio in 1834 or 1835. and located in Alontgomery Co, on 3Iad
River, where he soon died, leaving a family of three sons ancl one daughter. The
subject of this sketch was then only about 6 years old. After his father's death,
he made, his home with a cousin till about 10 years old. when he came to this
county, and resided with an uncle vvho lived here. AVhen 20 years of age, he went
to Iowa, and, in the spring of 1850. to California, over the plains. He then began
prospecting for gold in the Columbia River. After mining fifteen months he
returned, by the Panama route ancl city of New York, home. He returned with a
neat competence, and. locating in Dayton, engaged in hauling stone for a time, but
moved to Iowa and remained one year, when he returned to Newton Township,
where he has since lived. He is a member of the German Baptist Church. Mr.
Shoemaker was married Jan. 12, 1854, to Gulaelma Cooper, of Alontgomery Co.
She died July 13. 1869 ; they had two sons and three daughters; one son died in
Indiana in August. 1879.
J O H N SLOAN : P. 0. Laura : born in County Alonaghan, Ireland, in 1814 ;
is the son of William Sloan; he was reared on a farm, and his early education was
necessarily limited ; in 1840. he embarked on the sail vessel Hibernia for America,
and landed in the city of New York Nov. 13 ; from this place he went direct to
Lancaster Co, Penn, wmere he worked awhile to obtain means to continue his
journey westward, and send for his faraily .which he had left in Ireland ; from Pennsylvania, he came to this county and located in Newton Township, on Sec. 26 ; he
lived here some time and then purchased the place ou which he now resides ; 3Ir.
Sloan may with propriety be called one ofthe self-made men of Newton Township;
when he landed in the city of New7 York, he had only a penny in his pocket, and
this he spent for tobacco : he worked his way through to Ohio ; once located there,
he set about with unflagging industry to establish a permanent and comfortable
home ; how wrell he succeeded in this, his valuable farm attests ; politically, he finds
expression for his views with the Republican party, with which he has been identified since he has been a member of any party; he refrained from taking any part
in politics in this country, till he had opportunity and time to consider the principles of the various parties, and then choose for himself; he was brought up to the
Presbyterian faith, ancl has been with his wife a member of the Hopewell Christian Church for a period of thirty-five years.
He was married to J a n e Fee, of
Ireland, in 1832 ; he has had five children, two deceased ; the living are WUliam,
James and 3Iargaret ; he appreciates the value of learning, and takes great interest
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in educating his children ; he gave his sons a collegiate education. WilUam graduated
at Antioch College, Yellow Springs, and James at Meadville College, Pennsylvania;
he is now a minister in the Disciples Church in Indiana.
AVILLIAM R. SLOAN, farmer and attorney, Pleasant H i l l ; was born in
County 3Ionaghan in 1835 ; is the son of John Sloan ; when about 4 years old,
he came to America with his mother, his father having preceded him a short time;
they landed at New York, and from there went to Pennsylvania, and thence to
Newton Township ; he was brought up on a farm, and devoted his winter months
to the acquisition of knowledge in the common school until 1854, when he entered
Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio, then under the presidency of the celebrated
Horace 3Iann ; he graduated here in the scientific course, ancl then entered the profession of teaching, which he followed for fourteen or fifteen years ; he was a soldier in the late war, in 147th 0 . N. I , Co. G ; lie is now giving considerable attention to the study and practice of law (see card in directory) ; he is a Republican and an earnest and faithful worker for the party ; he and wife are members
o f t h e Christian Church ; he is member ofthe following orders, viz. A , F. & A. 31.. of
Pleasant Hill; Franklin Chapter and Coleman Commandery of Troy ; the I. 0 . 0 . F.
of Pleasant Hill, ancl Encampment of West AIilton. 3Ir. Sloan is a public-spirited
and enterprising man, and is found indentified with whatever improves the country
and society. He married 3Iary J , daughter of AA'illiam 31iles. Aug. 16, 1856 : of
the seven sons and three daughters born to this union, four are dead.
J E F F SNYDER, farmer: P. 0 . Pleasant Hill; one of the prominent fanners
of Newton Townsliip ; was born in 1842, near Dayton ; he is the son of Simeon
Snyder, a native of Alarvland, born in 1811, about twenty-four miles from Bultimore ; when 4 or 5 years old. he immigrated to Ohio with his parents, wiio located
near Dayton ; he resided on a farm till he was IS years old. when he was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade, and, after being variously employed for several years.
in distilling, quarrying, etc, he finally engaged in the coopering business, which he
followed as an occupation till 1856. when he purchased the farm he now resides
on, one and a half miles east of West AIilton. He was married to Harriet Alast.
oldest daughter of Capt. Absalom Alast. whose father. David, was one of the first
settlers in the northern part of Alontgomery Co.: she was born in 1818, and died
April 28, 1879 ; Simeon Snyder reared a family of two children—a son and daughter ; the latter died Aug. 8. 1878. The subject of this sketch was brought up on
a farm, ancl has made farming lis life occupation: the thrifty appearance of his
large farms bears testimony to his skill ancl success in this direction. He married.
in January. 1867. Amanda, daughter of Joseph Coppock : she was born Jan. 22,
1845 ; thev have three sons—Albert E , born Nov. 28. 1868 : Omer C, Nov. 14.
1872 : Frank L , Dec. 15. 1874.
J A C O B STICHTER. farmer; P. 0 . Pleasant H i l l : born in Union Co, P e n n ,
in 1818 ; is the son of Barnhart Stichter, a native of Pennsylvania, who died wlien
our subject was only 9 years old : on the deatii of his father, he left the parental
roof, his mother being in poor financial circumstances : for three years he worked
for his board ancl clothes, after which he began to receive wages : in 1841, he took
a journey to the AVest, with a view of locating in that countiy : after a few months.
he settled in Clark Co, Ohio. In 1844. he was united in marriage to Aliss Louisa
Brown, of Alaryland; she emigrated to this State in 1831, locating in Clark Co. :
after his marriage, he lived near Carlisle, in Clark Co, operating a farm on shares
for six years ; at the end of this time, by industry and economy, he had accumulated some means : he came to this township and purchased the quarter-section of
land on which he now lives, paying for it $6,500 : of this he paid, at time of purchase, $2,000, which was all the money he owned, going in debt for the balance ;
with this debt, and the larger part of his farm in the woods, he began life twentysix years ago in this county ; possessing an indomitable will and unflagging industry, he went to work, and, with the assistance of his wife, he soon paid off the
debt and cleared up the most of his farm ; he has since, by his own exertion,
added to this farm two others—one of 80 acres and the other of 110 acres : he is
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a fair illustration of what perseverance and careful business habits can produce.
He has reared a family of eight children, six of whom are married, and all located
within two miles of the homestead; Mr. and 31rs. Stichter were formerly members
of the 31. E. Church, but, since coming to this township, cast their lot with the
Shiloh Christian Church, of which they have been active members.
J O H N TEAGUE, farmer; P. 0 . Pleasant HiU; one of the prominent citizens of Newton Township, was bom in 1821, onthe place adjoining his present farm ;
he was brought to his present place when 2 years old, where he has since resided,
a period of fifty-seven years. He is the son of 3Ioses and J a n e (Coppock) Teague,
both descendants of pioneers, and married in 1816. His grandparents, Samuel and
Rebecca Teague, were natives of Newberry District, S. C , from where
they emigrated in 1805, locating in Newton Township, in October, 1806 ; here they
passed the remainder of their lives, dying at the ripe old age of 85 years. Thus
peacefully passed away two more of 31iami Co.'s early pioneers. They brought
with them to this county, three sons and seven daughters; a son was afterward
drowned while crossing the Stillwater. Of this family, 3Ioses was the fifth child,
bom in 1797, in South Carolina, and was a lad of 8 or 9 summers when his lot
was cast in the wilderness of 3Iiami Co.; with the exception of eleven years in
Indiana, he passed his remaining years in Newton Township, most of them on the
homestead : they both died at the age of 75 years. Our subject's life has been
that of a farmer, and in agricultural pursuits he has taken a great interest. In
his home place he has 160 acres, ancl on it he has erected, at the cost of $8,000,
one of the finest farm residences in the county. 3Ir. T. is a man of enterprise and
industry, ancl a valuable member of society. He is a Republican in politics, and,
although no office-seeker, has been chosen Township Trustee several times ; he,
with his wife, is a member of the Christian Church. 3Ir. Teague has been married
twice ; first, 3Iarch 12, 1846, to Susan Wheelock, of Union Township, who died
Dec. 8. 1868, leaving four sons and one daughter. His second marriage was
with Elizabeth Anderson, of Alontgomery Co., Ohio, who was a daughter of J o h n
and 3Iargaret Anderson.
N. B. TEETER, dealer in dry goods, boots, shoes, hardware, merchant taUoring, e t c . Pleasant Hill; prominent in the list of business men of Pleasant Hill is
the gentleman whose name heads this list; he was born in 1842, within the present
corporate limits of the village of Pleasant Hill, and is the sou of J. K. Teeters, one
of the oldest merchants of the place, and founder of this village. He is a Pennsyivanian by birth, and emigrated to Ohio in 1837, locating on the present site of
Pleasant Hill : in 1843. lie laid out this village and called it Newton, afterthe illustrious philosopher; the name lias since been changed to accommodate the post
office ; in 1347, he opened a dry-goods store, on the corner where he is now located,
and where he has kept a store for thirty-three years in succession; he is known as
a careful, honest business man. The early life of our subject was variouslyemployed, on the farm, in the schoolroom, and behind the counter selling goods;
he thus early acquired those correct business habits which have combined with his
energy to secure his success as a merchant. 3Ir. T , in the prime of his youth, was
among the first to enroll his name for the defense of his countiy ; in April, 1861,
at the"first call for troops, he enlisted in the l l t h O. A'. I. for a term of three
months ; during this period, they were stationed at Camp Dennison, near Cincinnati ; his term of service expired in July, and, in the following September, he
enlisted in the 1st 0. A'. C.: of this regiment he continued a faithful and honorable
member for four years ; he was immediately sent to the front and identified with
the Army of the Cumberland, first under Gen. Buell, ancl afterward under Gen. Rosecrans ; participated in the hard-fought battles of Stone River, Tullahoma, Chattanooga, Chickamauga, around Kenesaw 3Iountain, and for the possession of Atlanta
and Knoxville, besides numerous skirmishes ; he re-enlisted in 3Iarch, 1864, and was
then sent back to Louisville, K y , to be re-mounted. They were afterward sent
into Alabama aud 3Iississippi, under Gen. Wilson ; after several engagements, they
found their way to 3Iacon, G a , where they met a -flag of truce," announcing
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the armistice ; here they remained till terms of peace were agreed upon, and, after
some meanderings in South Carolina, embarked at Charleston, in September, via
New York, to Columbus, Ohio; at this latter place he was honorably discharged on
the 28th day of September, 1865, after serving nearly four and one half years ; after
returning home he engaged for a time in farming; eight years ago, he embarked in
the mercantile business at this place, and, by his careful attention to business, and
good management, has built up a large and increasing trade ; he carries a large
and well-assorted stock of dry goods, groceries, hardware, ready-made clothing, and
makes a specialty of merchant tailoring ; all of his transactions are made upon the
strict rule of honesty. He celebrated his marriage, in 1864, with 31iss Alaggie
Jones. They have had three children, two deceased.
L. B. TERRY, wagon-maker, Pleasant Hill. Among the business men
of Pleasant Hill appears the name of L. B. Terry, who was born in Greenville,
Darke Co., on the 22d day of February, 1831 : he is the son of Enos and Delilah
(AVestfaU) Terry ; Enos T. was a native of New Jersey, and emigrated to Ohio in
the beginning of the present century. His nuptials were celebrated with 31iss
Delilah Westfall, after which he located on a farm about one mile nortli of Greenville.; subsequently, he moved into the town of Greenville, where his death
occurred at the age of 48 years; his wife survived him until August, 1873, when
her death occurred in this place, at the advanced age of 76-£- years. Our subject's
boyhood was passed in Greenville ; at the age of 14, he went to Piqua, Ohio, where
he served an apprenticeship as carriage-maker, under AA7. R. Crozier. who is now the
oldest carriage-maker in the State ; here our subject remained in pursuit of his
occupation till he came to this place in 1870 ; since this time, he has turned his
attention to the construction of wagons, w7hich vocation he yet pursues, adding to
it the making of almost all kinds of farming implements. He was united in marriage, Sept. 9, 1848, to Caroline Statler, a native of this county ; two children have
been bom to this union—William and Ella.
H I R AAI TISOR, farmer ; P. 0 . Pleasant Hill; he was born on the banks of
the Ohio River, ten miles above Cincinnati, in 1812 : he is of English extraction.
and the son of Austin Tisor. a native of England ; Austin's father immigrated to
America when he was only 1 month old, landing in Charleston, S. C, where he
purchased a team and began a journey through the countiy, with a view of locating ;
change of climate and the hardsliips of the jouryney, proved too severe for 3Ir. T.
ancl wife, and they soon fell victims to disease and death, leaving four sons, of
whom Austin was the youngest; the three oldest disposed of the team and retumed to England, leaving Austin, then an infant, in the care of the trustees of the
place ; he was put under the paternal care of Isaac Poff, a German, and thus earlyacquired the use of the German language ; in his manhood, he emigrated to Ohio,
locating near Cincinnati. Here he married Susannah AA'right, of Soutii Carolina,
who had emigrated to this State, with her parents, when only 16 years old ; he followed the hatter's trade and farming through life : he was a 1st Lieutenant in the
war of 1812, at the close of which he moved to 3Iiami Co, locating just north of
'Covington ; his death occurred here in his 63d year ; his wife dying in the prime
of her life, in 1835. Our subject, reared on a farm, has made farming his life occupation. I n 1834, he married Phebe Greene, a native of Ohio; in 1837, he moved
to his present place, where he has since lived ; his well-improved farm is the result
of his own industry- and perseverance ; his wife, Phebe, died Dec. 29, 1878 ; she
was his faithful companion for nearly half a century ; of the son and three
daughters born to this union, one daughter has died.
H. G. ULLERY, farmer; P. 0 . Covington ; born in Newton Townsliip Jan.
4, 1819 ; is the sonof Jacob Ullery, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1772, and in
1810 came from Pittsburgh to Cincinnati on a flat-boat, bringing his family and effects;
coming north through the wilderness, he located in 31ontgomery Co, near Harrisburg, and entered land ; the next fall he sold out, came to this county and purchased land where West Covington now stands ; after putting out a crop he erected
a saw-mill, about the year 1812; his lumber was obtained in Darke Co, then
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rafted down to the falls ; to his mill he soon added probably the first corn-cracker
in the township; the Indians soon became troublesome, and 3Ir. Ullery, for safety,
removed to Lost Creek, ancl here followed milling two years, then returned to his
old farm, which he sold, and bought another where part of Covington now stands ;
here he died, in 1847, aged 75 years. He was twice married ; his first wife was
3Iiss Wareham, of PennsyIvania ; and his second was Elizabeth Fager, of Bedford
Co, Penn. ; he had four children by his first wife, and ten by the last union ; his
second wife died in 1861, aged 74. Ofthe above children, James is U. S. 3Iarshal
of the Southern District of Ohio ; H. G. vvas raised on the farm, obtaining a limited
education. Upon his marriage, he located north of Covington; in 1859, sold out
and purchased his present place : he is now minister of the Congregational Brethren Church of Pleasant Hill; personally, he is a man of sterling qualities, generous
and upright with the world, pleasant and affable in his social relations. In 1842,
he married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Eller, who died of cholera in 1832 ; of
their ten children, eight now survive ; of the deceased, Ann 31. was found dead in
a spring near the house, in 1862, being then 16 years of age ; the other died in
infancy.
GEORGE AV. AVHITAIER, merchant, Pleasant Hill. Prominent in the list of
business men of Pleasant Hill is the subject of our sketch, who was born within the
present corporate limits of this village in Alay. 1844 ; he is the son of John Whitmer, an eminent citizen of this place ; he (John AA'hitmer) was born in L'nion Co.,
Penn, Alarch 20, 1811, ancl is of German extraction ; he is the son of Abraham
ancl Elizabetii AVhitmer, natives of Pennsylvania ; by a diligent application of his
time and talents, he early qualified himself for the profession of teaching, which he
followed for ten years; in the meantime, he engaged to some extent in the mercantile trade, which lias been the principal occupation of his life ; in the spring of
1842, he emigrated to Ohio, locating within the present limits of the village of
Pleasant Hill ; two years subsequent, he embarked in the mercantile business,
starting the second store in this place ; this he continued, with au interval of a few
years when he was in business at Covington, till about ten years ago. when he
practically retired from active life ; he is known throughout the community as
an enterprising business man. of integrity and intelligence. Although no political
aspirant, he has been elected to all the important offices of the township ; he is.
now serving as Justice of the Peace, which office he has filled for fifteen years.
He is, in politics, a Jacksonian Democrat. His first marriage occurred in 1836, with
Aliss Elizabetii Stewart ; one child was born to this union, now7 living in Kansas :,
his second marriage was with 3Iiss Sarah Lenhart, in 1840 ; eleven children are
the fruits of this union, three of whom have died ; the rest are living in this
immediate vicinity. Our subject grew up accustomed to the mercantile trade,
which has been his life occupation. He exchanged the comforts of home during
the late civil war, for the dangers and hardships of the camp and battle-field ; as
a member of the noble 110th 0 . A7. I , he participated in the three clays' fight of
AAincliester, where the regiment suffered severely, the battles at Brandy Station,
3Iine Run, Kelly's Ford, and many skirmishes : on the first night of the battle of
the AVilderness, he received a severe wound, a large ball passing entirely through
the back portion of his neck, thus disabling him from any further active duty in
the field ; he was honorably discharged in June, 1865, aud returned home. After
engaging for a time in the general produce business, he embarked in a mercantile
career in 1867 ; he carries a large stock of all kinds of merchandise, including a
full stock of goods in the harness line ; he also, under the firm name of AAThitmer
& Patty, deals in all kinds of grain, for the handling of which they have erected a
large elevator with all the modern fixtures ; in all his transactions, he strictly
adheres to the principle of honesty. He has been twice elected to the office of J u s tice of the Peace, now holds the commission of Notary Public, aud was once
elected Alayor of the town. He has been twice married ; his first marriage was
celebrated in 1867, and his second in 1877; of each union a child lias been
bom.
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J O H N H. WILLIAMS, wagon-maker, Pleasant H i l l ; bora in Newton Township Feb. 16, 1826 ; is the son of Henry and grandson of 3Iichael WiUiams ; the
latter was a native of North Carolina, and came to Ohio about the year 1800,
bringing with him his four sons and five daughters, viz, George, Michael, Henry,
John, Catherine, Frances, Elizabeth, Barbara and 3Iollie ; from these, numerous
descendants sprung, and now live in this vicinity ; 3Iichael, Sr, died soon after
coming here. Henry was bora in North Carolina in 1783 ; he made his first location on Sec. 19, purchasing 90 acres, afterward adding 240, which he principally
cleared ; he died Oct. 20, 1861 ; he was a good Christian, and held in high esteem.
He was married four times ; his first wife, Elizabetii Stage, died Oct. 28,1816 ; the
second wife, Sarah Fetter, died Alarch 15, 1829 ; the third wife, Nancy 3Iiller, died
May 15, 1858 ; his fourth wife, Esther (Neil) Coppock, now lives, at an old age ;
eighteen children were the fruits of these several unions, five by the first marriage,
six by the second, and seven by the third ; seven now survive. J o h n H. was
raised on the farm until 18, after which he followed wagon and carriage making
seven years, and was the first carriage-maker of the township, and the only one
making coach varnish ; he has taken out the following patents : Improvement on
fire setting and cooling machines, two patents on tire-setting, on following dates,
J u n e 19, 1857 and Oct. 18,1870, also patent for improvement in reeds for looms of
weaving machines, for flexible window-shades (date, J u n e 28. 1870), and a patent
for measuring carriage cushions, dated Feb. 14, 1871 ; he is now engaged on an
improved chemical apparatus for manufacturing medicines, and is also proprietor
of a valuable compound medicine. Has been twice married ; first, April 10, 1847,
to Sarah Coate, who died Alarch 17, 1861 ; of their seven children, three now survive. Nov. 3, 1863, he married 3Iary A. Gilluins, of French descent, and born in
Pennsylvania.
AV. 31. AVILLIA3ISON, saw-milling; P. O. Covington: born in Clermont Co,
Ohio, in July, 1838 ; is the son of Silas W. and Antis AVhite; his grandfathers were
from New Jersey ; his paternal grandfather emigrated to Virginia, and his paternal
grandmother was born in Virginia ; James AA7, his grandfather, came to Ohio in
1812, and to this county in 1840, where his wife died in 1866, and he in 1870. Silas
was the oldest son of ten children ; in 1840, he located in Darke Co, soon after
removed to Aliami Co, where he died in September, 1869 : hisv wife still survives.
Of his six sons and one daughter, two sons are deceased. Our subject was the oldest o f t h e family, and followed farming until August, 1861, when he enlisted in Co.
B, 44th O. V. I , in which he served two and a half y e a r s ; re-enlisted, and was
placed in the Sth O. V. C , and, with his regiment, was discharged August, 1865 ;
he was in the battles of Louisburg, Knoxville. Lynchburg, ancl many others ; he
served in Kentucky and West Virginia ; was wounded and taken prisoner at Beverley ; was soon paroled, and returned to his regiment. Soon after his discharge, he went to Iowa, returning to his present place in 3Iarch, 1871. The past
eight y7ears have been devoted to the saw-mill business ; he has one of the best and
most convenient mills in the township. In November, 1866. 3Ir. AVilliamson married 3Iartha A. Sowell, of Henry Co, Iowa; they have three cliildren. 3Ir. AAT. is
3Iajor of the 3d O. N. G.; has been a member seven years, and has held the offices
of Second and First Lieutenant, also Captain. He is a Republican in politics, and
labors for the success of his party.
K I R K WILLIAAI SON, saw-milling, Covington ; born in Darke Co, Ohio, iu
1848 ; is the son of Silas W. and Antis White; his paternal grandfather, James AV,
was a member of a militia company duiing the war of 1812. In the spring of
1849, Silas Williamson moved east of Covington, where he passed the remainder of
his life. The subject of this sketch is the fifth child of this family, and his early
life was that of a farmer boy ; he received his early education in the common
schools of his day, and by close application to his books he acquired a good practical education. His first move from the parental roof was on a farm near the
homestead; here he remained one year, and then in the spring of 1872, began the
saw-mill business with his brother : they located first in Franklin Township, Clark
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Co., where they remained four years, and then moved to Newton Township. He
was married in 1874 to Harriet Weaver, of Franklin Township, Darke Co., whose
father, Adam Weaver, was an early settler of the township, and entered the farm
on which he lived and died, his death occurring in July, 1878, at the age of 66
years. He had a family of eleven children, five of whom are still living. He was
b o m in Alontgomery Co, and when a young man, moved to Franklin Township.
He was married to 3Iary Hollopeter. 31r. Williamson finds his political views
expressed in the Prohibition party.
D AA7ID D. WINE, minister and farmer; P. 0 . Covington ; was b o m i n Augusta
Co, A7a, in 1839. Jacob AA7ine, his father, also a native of Arirginia, married Elizabeth Garber, of Alaryland, who, with her parents, came to Virginia when 5 years
of age. Jacob AA7. was a farmer, and raised a family of nine children, all now living , he died in December, 1878, aged 79, 3Irs. AA7. died November, 1874 ; they
were for many years prominent members of the German Baptist Church.
David
D. was raised on the farm, obtaining a common-school education. In July, 1861,
he vvas conscripted in the rebel army, serving until December. Being a Union
man and his services again demanded for the rebel army, he fled, escaping on foot
across the mountains to AA'est Virginia, from there went to Alontgomery Co, Ohio,
where he w7as employed as a farm laborer, and attended school duiing the winter.
I n December, 1873. he located upon his present place, where he has a fine farm,
under good improvement. For four years he has been a minister of the German
Baptist Church, aud has been promoted to the second degree in the ministry.
Feb. 19, 1865, he married Susan 3Iiller, of 3Iontgomery Co.; they are the parents
of two sons and three daughters.
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DAATD R. ALBAUGH. former ; P. 0 . AVest 3Iilton : born in 3Iontgomery
Co, Ohio, in the year 1829 : is a son of Sarauel and Anna 31. Albaugh, who were
born in Pennsylvania : they emigrated to Ohio, and settled in 3Iontgomery Co. in
the year 1829, in which they lived two years, then removed to this county and
entered 80 acres of land, which was then—and is yet—known as the AA'olf Pen
Hill Farm : this land they cleared up,-improved ancl lived on till their decease.
3Ir. A. held the office of Justice of the Peace for about fifteen years ; they were the
Noah parents of six children, five of whom are living, viz. Alary A , D , R. Susanna,
H. and Benjamin F. and Lucy, deceased. Our subject was reared on his father's
farm, on which he labored till he was 24 years of age, when he began life
for himself. Alarch 5, 1857. he was married to Alartha Alurphey, by whom he has
had seven children, viz, Laura B , Samuel 0 , Porter AA'„ John B , Harvey H ,
Charley D , Anna G. ; she is a daughter of John AA'. and Alargaret 3Iurphey, who
were born in this county : 31rs. 31. died many years ago ; he resides with our subject, with whom he has lived for a number of years ; Air. Albaugh settled on the
farm where he now resides in 1863: he owns SO acres of land, which is in a high
state of cultivation ; he has filled the office of Justice of the Peace for three years,
and is competent to discharge its duties ; his education vvas obtained in the
common schools, where he fitted himself for the duties of teaching, which he has
followed for a number of terms ; his children. Laura B. and Samuel 0 , are among
the educators of the county, the former having taught ten terms, the latter four ;
his brothers and sisters were also leading teachers, and have taught extensively in
the county ; he ancl his wife are exemplary members of the Christian Church, he
having been connected with above church three years, she for a period of eighteen
years, and was born iu this county Dec. 25. 1838.
WILLIAAI A. ALDRICH, farmer; P. 0 . AVest 3Iilton. The subject of this
memoir was born in the State of 3Iassachusetts in the vear 1827. He is a son
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of Anson and Lydia Aldrich. His father was born in the same State in the year
1791, and was a son of Luke Aldrich, who was connected with the pilgrim fathers.
He lived, died, and is buried in the place of his nativity. Anson was married to
Lydia Aldrich, who was born in Rhode Island. He did not permanently settle
here until 1843, having previously traveled over the AVest on foot, wandering as
far as Illinois, where he resided four years, then returned to his native place, where
he remained a number of years, then again came West, and chose 3Iiami Co. as his
home. He first settled on land in Sec. 18, now owmed by Tilly Hale, on which he
lived a year and a half; then purchased 100 acres in Sec. 27, on the west bank of
the Stillwater, on which he moved his family, ancl made a permanent home. Soon
after added 100 acres to the original purchase. His wife, Lydia, was born in the
year 1799, and died in 1878, aged 79 years ; he died in 1879, aged 88 years : they
had three children, two of w-hom are living, viz. Alary, now 3Irs. Huddle, ancl our
subject; one died in infancy. 3Irs. A. had been previously married to a 3Ir.
Capron, by whom she had two children, viz, Carlysle and Sallie A. (deceased).
William's boyhood days were spent on the farm in 3Iassachusetts. Upon their
arrival here he assisted his father, and the farm was carried on in a mutual way,
each receiving whatever was necessary for his especial welfare. In 1861. he
married Aliss Amanda Bauman, a daughter of 3Iichael ancl 3Iary Bauman. Her
father was born in Pennsylvania in 1794 ; her mother in the State of 31 ary land in
1803. They were married in 3Iaryland, and in 1830, removed to Ohio, and settled
near West 3Iilton. 3Ir. B. died in 1846, aged 52 years ; 3Irs. B. is living, and
resides in Dayton ; they had seven children, four of whom are living, viz, Julia,
Ellen, Amanda and Sarah ; the deceased are 3Iargaret, Rebecca and one in infancy.
Our subject owns 139 acres of land, which is all in a good state of cultivation.
He has filled the office of School Director and Supervisor, and was Second
Lieutenant of Co. D, 147th O. V. I , one hundred day men. His term of service
was employed in Ft. Ethan Allen, one of the defenses of Washington : he was
discharged in September, 1864. 3Irs. A. was born in this township in 1836 ; they
have had eight children, all living, viz, Henry AV, Celia, Sarah, Grace C, Nathan
G, Lydia 31, Carlysle C ancl Crawford B.
LEVI A3I3ION, merchant, Potsdam : born in Bucks Co, Penn, in the year
1813. Is the son of George and 3Iary A. Amnion, natives of Pennsylvania. They
had two children—John (deceased) and our subject. He was partly reared on the
farm, and at the age of 16 years, began learning the shoemaker's trade, and,
young as he was, has taken care of himself since ; he followed his trade about
twenty-two years, part ofthe time in 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio. In 1839. he married
3Iargaret Byerly, by whom he has had fourteen children, seven of whom are living,
viz., George, Edward, AA'illiam, Charley, Alary A, Jane and Belle. In 1860, he
removed to this county, in which he purchased SO acres of land, whereon he
resided five years, and then came to Georgetown ; he owns in the aggregate 447
acres of land, which places him among the large landholders in the township ; in
1865, he opened a store of general merchandise, aud has since supplied the wants
of the public from a large ancl well-selected stock. The fair dealing and popular
business habits of the house of Ammon & Sons command for them a full share of
the public patronage ; their stock consists of clothing, dry goods, hats, caps, boots,
shoes, groceries, and in fact everything usually found in a first-class retail house.
3Ir. Ammon is one of our self-made men in every sense which the term implies ;,
he began life without a dollar, but by close application to business, has built up a
fortune, a fitting example for others to pattern from. His son AVilliam has charge
of the post office. 31r. Ammon also carries on merchandising in| Gordon, Darke
Co., the business being under the control of his sons Edward ancl Charley, who are
competent and energetic business men. 3Ir. Ammon owns city- property in Bradford, Harrisburg, Castine and Gordon. He is a member of the United Brethren
Church, and an exemplary Christian gentleman.
SAMUEL P. AXTELL, minister, West 3Iilton; bom near Franklin, 3Iercer
Co., Penn, July 14, 1846; is the son of Daniel and 3Iary Ann (Grace) iVxtell.
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Samuel P. joined the Methodist Episcopal Church Jan. 1, 1872, at Lincoln, Neb.;
he received a local preacher's license from Southeastern Indiana Conference in
1874, and is now a local minister of the Cincinnati Conference ; he was educated
at the Northwestem University of Evanston, 111, and at Asbury University-, Greenoastle, Ind, being a student for two years at Evanston, and studying one year at
Asbury University. He settled in this county January, 1877, on Sec. 16, in Union
Township. AVas married Aug. 10, 1875, to 3Iiss Frances M. Kessler, at West
Milton. Thev have had two children, viz., Leo Ray, bom Dec. 29, 1877, and
Thomas Alaurice, 3Iarch 10, 1879, and died April 29, 1880.
DAVID BAKER, farmer ; P. 0. AVest AIilton; was born in 3Iontgomery Co,
Ohio, in the year 1824, and is a son of David and Salome Baker; they were bora
in Bedford, now Blair Co, Penn, in the latter part of the eighteenth century ; they
removed to 3Iontgomery Co, about 1809 or 1810, and settled on land in Randolph
Township, on which they lived till the death of Mr. B , which occurred just previous
to the birth of our subject; his mother soon after went to Indiana; then to Greenville, in which place she resided till her death, which occurred in the 63d year of
her age. They were the parents of three children, two of whom are living, viz.,
Andrew H , David and Lavina, deceased. The boyhood days of our subject were
spent on the farm, in a manner incident to youth, and, at the age of 15, he was
apprenticed to learn the wagon-maker's trade, and labored for awhile in Salem,
after which lie removed to Euphemia, in Preble Co., at which place he finished his
trade, and soon after, in Phillipsburg, founded a shop of his own, in which he carried on wagon-making for eleven vears : then selling out, he embarked in a general
mercantile business in the same place, and for fourteen years successfully catered
to the wants of the public ; in 1869, he removed to the place where he now resides ;
he owns 141 75-100ths acres of fine land, which is in a high state of cultivation. He
was first manied to Julia Fortner, in 1848 ; she died in 1861. His second marriage
was with Sarah J. 3IcGrew nee Reed, in 1862. They have two children, viz, Emma
and Alma. Samuel 3IcGrew7 ancl 3Iiss Sarah J. Reed were married in 1852 ; he
died in 1859. To them two children were born, viz, Allen, deceased, and 3Iarley,
who resides in Kansas. 3Irs. B.'s parents, Jonathan and Sarali R. Reed, were born
in New7 Jersey ; they removed to Alontgomery Co, Ohio, at a very early day, and
later, to 3Iarshall Co, Iowa, in which place Mr. B. died, in the 72d year of his age ;
her mother is still living, and resides in the above-mentioned place. They have
had nine children, all are living, viz, AVilliam, Jonathan, 3Iary A , Sarah J , Bowman,
Esther, Rebecca, Elizabeth and Lucretia. 3Irs. B. was born in Warren Co. in 1831.
She is an exemplary Christian lady, and a member of the Alethodist Episcopal
Church. 3Ir. B. was a member of the 112th 0. Y. I , and, soon after his enlistment, was promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, with instructions to enlist a company ; but, on account of a shortage of men, a consolidation of different companies
was effected, which swallowed up 3Ir. B.'s company, and he was mustered from the
service. He is one of our self-made men. Life was begun with smaU capital, yet
energy and indomitable perseverance have accomplished their purpose, and a good
home is the fruit of his toil. AA'hen 3Irs. B.'s father crossed the Ohio River, he had
only a dollar in his pocket, and with him came two other gentlemen, possessed of
means, who soon lost their all and were penniless. The dollar which constituted
3Ir. Reed's capital, proved the nucleus of a handsome competency.
HENRY BARNHART, farmer and carpenter ; P. 0. AVest Milton ; bom near
Greenville, Darke Co, Ohio, in the year 1839 ; is the son of John and Elizabeth
Barnhart, who were born in Pennsylvania, the father in 1811, the mother in 1813,
and were married in 1835 ; the following year they removed to Alontgomery Co,
in which they resided two years, then removed to Darke Co., where they resided a
year, and finally settled in Concord Township, where they now live; they had five
children, all living, viz, David, Henry, John, Andrew and Anna. Our subject was
reared upon the farm, and, at the age of 16 years, learned the wagon-maker's
trade, which he followed for three years. Aug. 19, 1862, he enlisted in Co. E, 63d
0. V. I , and was soon after transferred to the front and placed in the 3d Brigade
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of the 17th Corps; the regiment took an active part in the thrilling scenes of the
w a r ; Mr. B, participated in the battles of Resaca, Atlanta, Altoona, Kingston,
Jonesboro, Kenesaw Mountain, and, in fact, all the engagements in and around
this great rebel stronghold ; he passed through three years of active duty, and,
receiving no scratches, he "veteranized" in 1863 and was discharged in July, 1865,
having been promoted to Corporal. After his return home, he took up wagon-making,
which he followed for ten years, then burned lime for two years in Davis
Wheelock's kiln, after which he located on the farm where he has since resided ;
he frequently works at carpentering, plastering, e t c , being one of those natural
mechanics who can turn a hand to most anything. Feb. 9, 1864, he was married
to Sarah Root; to them six children have been born, five of whora are living, viz,
Noah, Nettie, Icy, Ida 31. and John AV.; Cora deceased. 3Irs. B. is a daughter of
J o h n and Louisa Root; the former was born in France, the latter in Germany ;
they had but one child, 3Irs. Barnhart; by a previous marriage, 3Ir. Root haci
twelve children, part of whom are living ; Mr. R. is deceased ; 3Irs. R. resides
with our subject; she was born in 1802. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Barnhart have been members of the Disciples Church for four years, and are zealous in the cause ; he is
also a member of the subordinate Lodge, I. 0 . 0 . F , in AA'est AIilton.
CHARLES F. BEALL, dealer in stoves ancl tinware, AVest AIilton. The subject of this memoir was born in Greene Co, Ohio, Sept. 20, 1842, and is a son of
J o h n I. Beall, who was bora in 3Iaryland in 1802, and settled in Greene Co. in
1813, where he resided until his death, which occurred in 1867, aged 65 years. 3Irs.
Beall was born in Greene Co. in 1805—is still livings and resides in her native
county. They had eleven children, of whom eight are living, three having died
after gaining man's estate. Our subject's boyhood days were spent on his father's
farm, where he assisted in agricultural pursuits until his 18th year : when the war
broke out, he enlisted in Co. G, of the 54th O. V. I , and was transferred to the
front in February, 1862 ; his regiment was in Gen. Sherman's gallant division which
did its duty so nobly at Shiloh ; here lie received a severe wound in the left hip,
whieh kept him in the hospital at Cincinnati for some time ; he was discharged,
J u l y 12, 1862 ; Jan. 12, 1864, he enlisted in the United States Navy, and was
placed on board the Cricket in the department of the 3Iississippi ; from this vessel he was transferred to the Champion, thence to the Benton, and finally to the
Gamage. On all these vessels he held the commission of a 1st Lieutenant, and
was among the youngest commissioned officers in the navv : he was in the naval
encounter at Fort Harrison, where four vessels were engaged, and after a severe
fight, every gun in the fort was dismounted, the works captured and the town laid
in ashes: After the close of the war, he received his discharge. Oct. 27, 1865 ; he
returaed home, ancl was employed by Shilato & Co. as salesman, remaining one
year, when he engaged with Orr & Co, tobacco manufacturers : in their employ he
remained one year ; he soon after studied medicine for two years, under John C.
Fall, a very prominent physician of Xenia ; he drifted back to his former business,
in which lie is still engaged, and remov-ed to this place in April, 1879. His marriage with Carrie Keeler, a daughter of John Keeler, occurred Jan. 25, 1876 ; she
was b o m Dec. 9, 1852. They have one child. Elsie Fay. born Oct. 13, 1877. 3Irs.
BeaU was a distant relative of the Hon. C. L. A7allandigham.
RICHARD BENNET, proprietor of woolen factory. AVest AIilton. The subject of this memoir was born in Bucks Co, Penn, Dec. 20. 1808, and is a son of
Benjamin ancl 3Iary Bennet, natives of Pennsylvania, who emigrated to Huron
Co, Ohio, in 1834, where they resided for twenty-five years, and then removed to
Williams Co, where 3Irs. Bennet died in 1873 ; her husband died in Huron Co. in
1871. They were the parents of six children, all sons, two of whom are dead. Our
subject has had a wide experience in his business, having served in mills since he
was 12 years old; he is thoroughly versed in his business, ancl is master of every7
department; he served an apprenticeship of several years, and since that time has
run his own mill. He located here in April, 1862, and soon after purchased his present property, which is situated ou the west bank of the Stillwater, half a mile south of
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West Milton. The mill has a working capacity of about twelve thousand pounds of
wool per annum. The power is derived from a number of springs, the water from
which is concentrated and brought to bear on a twenty-two-foot over-shot wheel.
He manufactures a general assortment of goods, the quality df which is unsurpassed ; owing to his supreme knowledge of manufacturing processes, and his fair
way of doing business, he commands a large share of the public patronage. He
was married to Diana AVeaver April 12, 1832 ; four children have been given to
them, of whom three are living, viz, Henry, Benjamin and James ; Charles
deceased.
A. C. BOBBS, physician and surgeon, Potsdam ; born in Clermont Co., Ohio,
in the year 1888 ; is a son of Adam ancl Elizabeth Bobbs ; his father was born in
the State of Pennsylvania, ancl his mother in this State ; his father is dead, but his
mother is yet living ancl resides in 3Iontgomery Co.; they were parents of four
children—A. J , physician and surgeon, residing in Warren. I n d . ; Elizabeth, now
3Irs. John Henderson : Caroline, now 3Irs. Dr. Tedrow. The Doctor's boyhood
clays were spent on the farm, and, at the age of 15. he began the study of medicine under Dr. J. D. Gaines, of California, Hamilton Co, Ohio, who was his preceptor, and for three years he labored under his instruction, solving the mysteries
and science of medicine ; he then entered the Cincinnati College of 3Iedicine and
Surgery, in which he studied two terms : then enlisted in the army as Assistant
Surgeon, finally entering the 3Iarine Hospital in Cincinnati, in which he remained
three years, and here received a broad experience in the profession ; in 1863, he
entered a college in Buffalo, N. Y , in which he finished his studies, graduating
from this institution in 1864 and receiving his diploma ; he entered on the practice
of medicine in Union, in partnership with Dr. Hawkins, with whom he practiced
for one year : in 1865. lie located where he now resides, and has built up a large
and increasing practice, making a specialty of fevers ancl diphtheria. In 1865, he
was married to 3Iargaret Shellabarger, by whom he has had three children, viz,
Charles C , Samuel 0 . and E. A.; she is a daughter of Samuel Shellabarger, who
is a native of Pennsylvania : the mother, Elizabeth, is a native of this State ; both
are living. AVhen the Doctor settled here, he was without means, but, by strict
attention to his profession, he has built up a good practice, ancl is also in the possession of a fine property ; in 1878, he erected a residence in the village, which, for
taste, beauty of design and finish, has no equal, thus making the Doctor and his
most estimable wife a very desirable home; he owns 25 acres of improved land
adjoining the village.
D. W. BOAV31 AN, merchant, Fidelity ; wasbora in 3Iiami Co, Oct. 25, 1847,
and is a son of Joseph and 3Iary Bowman ; his father was born in Tennessee in
1801, and, with his parents, came to, and settled in, Clark Co.. Ohio, about 1812,
where they lived some years, when he died, and Joseph, with his mother, removed
to 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, where she died. Joseph's early life was passed on the
farm, and when old enough, he engaged in selling goods, traveling from one point
to another. He was a poor boy and his business career was begun on a capital of
$10, borrowed money. In 1826, he opened a little store in Frederick, which was
stocked with goods brought from a distance, on the back of a pony. Being of an
energetic and progressive spirit, he soon overcame many of the disadvantages
attached to poverty, and gradually ascended in the scale of prosperity, until he
had accumulated a large property, laying the foundation of a business which exists
to this day. He was very benevolent, gave largely to the poor, never turning any
from his door who deserved his sympathy and help. At his death, his estate
amounted to $100,000. He died in November, 1871, aged 71 years and 7 days.
3Ir. Bowman married in 1821, 3Iary Sheets, who bore him eleven children, five of
whom are living—O. P , J. AA7, D. AV, Ella and Jennie. The deceased are Ann,
Caroline, Jacob R , Elwood. Harriet and John. Her mother was born J u n e 6,
1790, and died Sept. 12, 1839 ; her father died Aug. 12, 1851. They were married
in August, 1807, and were the parents of five children, two living—Bethany and
Alary. The deceased, Daniel, Perry and Nancy. 3Irs. Bowman was born in
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Montgomery Co, Ohio, March 27,1808, is living, and resides in Frederickstown. Our
subject was reared to mercantile pursuits ; his long experience enabUng him to successfully manage his large business. His education was largely attained in the common schools, and in the Normal School in Lebanon. From 1865 to 1871, he was
a partner with his father, and at his death assumed management of the business,
which is large and increasing, so much so that his cotemporaries find his trade
invulnerable, and can survive but a short time. Nov. 24, 1869, he was married to
BeUe, an accomplished daughter of Abraham and Lydia (Yount) Turner. Her
father was bora in Orange Co, N. Y , March 1, 1819. In the spring of 1842, he
emigrated to Indiana, where he operated a saw-mill ; April 6, 1843, he came to
Frederickstown, and engaged in the same business. Dec. 20, 1846, he was
maried to Lydia Yount, by whom he had eleven children ; those living are
Jennie, Belle, Sarah, John, Emma, Fremont, Lulu, Clifford and 3Iary ; Eliza,
deceased. 3Irs. Turner was boru in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, June 15, 1826, and is
a daughter of John and Nancy Yount, pioneers of the above-named county. By
occupation, 3Ir. Turner was a carpenter and millwright. In 1879, he removed to
Shelby Co, Ohio, where they now reside. Belle, wife of our subject, was born in
this county June 12, 1849.
JA3IES P. BRANDON, physician and surgeon, Laura ; was born in Newton
Township, 3Iiami Co, in the year 1850, and is a son of Isaiah P. and Sarah Brandon ; his father was born in Kentucky, and came with his parents when a boy to
Newton Township, in which he lived till his decease, which occurred in 1877, when
he was 69 years of age ; his mother departed this life iu 1853, aged 43 or 44 ; they
were- parents of twelve children, eleven of whom are living, viz., 3Iary, Esther,
Richard AA7, Samuel H , Anna B , Sarah, Amos, Robert, Isaac, James P. and
Mahala; 3Iartha (deceased). The Doctor's early boyhood days were spent on the
farm, and in a manner incident to youth; his education was received in the district
school, and at the age of 18, he began the study of medicine under Dr. A. E. Duncan, a very prominent physician ; he labored with the mysteries of science in medicine during the summer, and in winter engaged in teaching school: thus he labored
for four years, making enough by his winter labors to enable him to prosecute his
study in medicine during the following summer; after completing his course of
study7 under Dr. D , he entered the Cincinnati College of 31edicine and Surgery,
graduating in the Class of 1873 ; he returned to his home and began the practice of
medicine, and for two years successfully discharged the duties incumbent upon the
profession, after which he went to the Bellevue Hospital in New York City, and,
after a year of close application to study, improved greatly on the subject of medicine and surgery ; returning, he located in Laura, in which place he has successfully
buUt up a large and increasing practice. In 1873, he married 3Iattie, daughter of
the well-known Anson Aldrich, by whom he has one cliild, viz., Clara A.; he owras
a good city property in Laura, which consists of lots, dwellings, etc.
HENRY J. BROWN, dealer in boots and shoes, West 3Iilton ; was born in
Lancaster Co, Penn. Jan. 29, 1829, and is a son of John Brown, a native of the
same place, who lived, died and is buried in the place of his nativity. He was
the father of ten children, of whom seven are living. Henry's boyhood days were
spent in the village, and, at the age of 16, he began serving a regular apprenticeship,
which occupied two years of his time In 1849, he came to Ohio, and located in
Gettysburg, in Darke Co., in which place he prosecuted his trade for awhile, and
was also engaged with his brother William iu painting. He came to West 3Iilton
in the spring of 1850, and here has since done business; he carries a full stock of
boots ancl shoes, for ladies, gentlemen and children's wear. He deals in the best of
goods, and his long residence and popular habits command for him a full share of
the public patronage. For sixteen years he has held the office of Corporation
Treasurer, and has also been a member of the School Board. Thus we see that his
townsmen have confidence in his executive ability. March 2, 1852, he was married to 3Ielissa Everett, by whom he had three children, viz, Emma C, Elmira and
Charles W. Mrs. Brown departed this life May 15, 1863, aged about 39 y-ears.
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3Iay 20, 1865, Mr. Brown was again married, to Mary J . Wilson, of 3Iontgomery
Oo, by whom he has had one child, viz, Harry E.
J. K. CAMPBELL, of the firm of Campbell & Bro., dealers in grain and seeds,
AVest 3Iilton ; he was born in Perry Township, 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, 3Iarch 8,
1836 ; his father, John G, was born in Warren Co, Ohio, J u n e 22, 1806, and died
J u n e 25, 1876 ; his mother, 3Iargaret (AA7are) Campbell, was born in 3Iontgomery
Co. in the year 1820, and is living ; they were parents of nine children, seven of
whom are living, viz, Jesse K , John 31, Thomas 31, Alonzo B , Susan King, nee
Campbell. Samantha Davis, nee Campbell, and Alice 3IcKinley, nee Campbell : the
deceased are Orrin E. and AVebster C. Our subject was reared on the farm
on which he labored for his father until he was 20 years of age, when he and his
younger brothers were given tlieir time ; he leased the old homestead, and for three
years was successful in his labors on the farm ; at the expiration of this time, he
conceived the idea he was in need of more education ; he left the farm and entered
a select school, taught by John Hiller, in his native county, and for one year he
labored in his studies under instructors, and then began teaching, all the while
pursuing his studies ; for twenty-one years lie was largely engaged in the profession, and was very successful, always standing high as an educator ; during
vacations/he was employed as a commercial traveler ; thus his time was all occupied ; durin'g one year he traveled and sold goods for AAilliam F. Spencer, of
Richmond, Lid, another year for Smith, Alvin & Co. ; after this he entered mercantile life, and for two years did a general merchandising business in Liberty,
Ohio ; he then moved his stock in trade to Johnsville, in which he remained two
years : then exchanged his goods and property for a farm in Alontgomery Co, in
which lie labored, duiing the summer, for five years, and resumed his work in the
schoolroom during the winter; in 1879, he, with his brother, in lookingup*a suitable location for their business, saw in AA7est AIilton the desired point, which they
immediately availed themselves of; the D , C. & T. R. R , was at that time in the
course of construction, and by the time the last rail was laid, they were prepared
for business, having erected a large warehouse, which is furnished with steam
elevating power; both are gentlemen well qualified for the business, and will
handle a heavy percentage ofthe surplus of crops. Alay 29, 1864, hewas married
to 3Iary A. Hutchinson, who is a daughter of James and Celia A. Hutchinson, old
residents of Ohio, both deceased ; they were parents of seven children, four of
whom are living, viz, Thomas, AAilliam, 3Iary A. and Celia A.: the deceased are
James, ancl two dying in infancy ; 3Irs. C. was born in 3Iiami Co, 3Iay 28, 1841 ;
to them five children have been born, all living, viz, Jennie A7, Zola, Arictor, Celia
and Alaggie ; at the age of 20, 3Ir. C united with the United Brethren Church, with
which he~has since been identified ; his wife is a member of the Christian Cnurch,
with which she has been connected for a number of years ; 3Ir. C. is a self-made
man in the broadest sense which the term implies.
WELC03IE 31. CAPRON, farmer ; P. 0 . Laura ; born in Pennsylvania iu
1796 ; is a son of Labin and Hannah Capron, who were born in 3Iassachusetts, and
afterward settled in Pennsylvania, where our subject was bora. They departed
this life in the above State, his father, when in the 65th year of his age. and his
mother when he was quite young. They were parents of seven children, of whom
only Uncle AVelcome survives ; the deceased are Wheaton, Amos, Nancy. Hannah,
Sylvia and Alpha. By his last marriage he has had six children, viz, Louisa,
Emma, Rowena, Adeline, Henrietta and Labin ; Adeline alone survives. Our subject was reared on the farm, on which he labored till past 20, when he came to
Ohio, and for one year stayed in Franklin, then came here, in which place he has
lived since. His first purchase was 80 acres of land, which was partly improved,
and entered 120 acres, SO of which was in Darke Co. He settled here in 1817, and
has resided on his present place fifty-two years. J u n e 6, 1819, he was married to
Delana, a daughter of John and Tamar North, by whom he has had twelve children, seven of whom are living, viz, Oliver, Levi, Hannah, Martha, Louisa, Nancy
and Sarah ; the deceased are Lorenzo, Labin, Seth, Alpha and Alary. Seth was a
JJ
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member of the 71st 0. V. I , from which he was discharged, then removed to Ioway
where he enlisted again, and, after the battle of NashviUe, Tenn, in which he was
engaged for three days, was taken sick and soon after died in Memphis. He has
served as Constable in the township. He and his wife have been connected with
the Christian Church for forty-five years, laboring long and earnestly in their
3Iaster's vineyard. Their children are members of Christian churches, which
affords their aged parents much pleasure. Oliver is an able minister in the denomination of Friends, and Levi, a minister of the Christian Church ; both are men of
ability, and have done much in building up the Christian religion.
JOHN CARROLL, farmer ; P. 0. Potsdam ; was born on the place on which
he now resides in the year 1834 ; his parents, Jacob and 3Iary Carroll, were born
in Maryland, in which State they were married, then removed to Ohio, and settled
on land near Union, Montgomery Co, on which they remained some years, accumulating some property ; but, meeting with an accident which crippled him, much of
his hard-earned money was consumed ; in 1833, he came to 3Iiami Co, and settled
on the place where our subject now resides ; here he remained till his death, which
occurred in 1841, aged 56 years ; his mother survived her husband, and departed
this life at the age of 67 or 68 years ; they were parents of nine children, three of
whom are living, viz, John, Oliver, and Anna, who resides in 3Iarshall Co, Iowa ;
Oliver Uves in Boone Co, Iowa ; the deceased are Joseph, Samuel, James, Sophia,
Sarah and an infant. Mr. C. was reared on the farm, on which he labored till
he was 23 years old, at which time, in 1857, he was married to Lydia Shanks, by
whom he has two children, viz., Lola and Harley. He owms 107 acres of fine land,
which is all in a good state of cultivation, and his improvements are far superior
to ordinary farm buildings ; his large house ancl barn, with delightful surroundings, make his the most desirable and pleasant place in the west side of the township. His wife is a member of the Christian Church, with which she has been
connected some time. His grandfather, Charles Carroll, was of Irish birth, and a
Revolutionary7 soldier, serving duiing the war ; he died where our subject now
lives ; his grandmother was of German extraction ; they were the parents of a
large family—further, nothing is known. 3Irs. Carroll was born in 1833.
ROWLAND R. CHASE, J. P , West AIilton ; born in Cumberland, R. I , Nov.
17, 1804 ; is a son of Elisha and Narcissa (Wilcox) Chase ; his father was born in
the same place 3Iay 10, 1776, and his mother also in July, 1780 ; they were married in 1802, and were parents of eight children—four sons and four daughters, of
whom three sons and one daughter are living ; 3Ir. Chase departed this life in 1835,
his wife in 1839 ; our subject's early days were mostly spent in 3Iassachusetts,
and at the age of 13 years he entered a cotton factory, in wliich lie remained as operator and manufacturer until he came to Ohio in 1851 ; he located in West 3Iilton
and found employment in a machine-shop for awhile ; in 1859, he was elected to
the Justice's office, and has since filled it with honor to himself and to the satsifaction of the public for whom he has labored twenty-one years, showing good executive ability ; he was Postmaster of this office from 1861 to 1876, with the exception
of a short time during Johnson's administration ; also served two years as Township
Clerk. April 21,1831, he was married to Fanny Cobb, a daughter of Ebenezer Cobb.
both natives of 3Iassachusetts ; 3Ir. and 3Irs. Chase had four sons and five
daughters ; seven children are living, viz., David, Daniel, Narcissa, Nancy, Francis,
Olive and Mary ; the deceased are Wm. H. and Rowland: 3Irs. C. departed this life
Dec. 18, 1879 ; she was bora Nov7. 23, 1808 ; 3Ir. C. has been connected vvith the
Christian Church for twenty years, ancl is a consistent Christian gentleman; his
deceased wife was also a member of the same church, ancl died in the triumphs of
her faith.
PHILIP CHRISTIAN, farmer ; P. 0. Potsdam ; is another of the old and
prominent settlers in this township ; he was born in Huntingdon Co, Penn, in the
year 1815, and is a son of Joseph and Nancy Christian, who were born in Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia ; they resided in their .native State, in which they were
married, till the fall of 1824, then removed to 3Iontgomerv Co, Ohio, in which
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they resided two years, after which they came to Miami Co. and settled on Sec. 36,
in this township, purchasing 240 acres in this county, and 160 acres lying opposite, in 3Iontgomery Co.; on this land they made their home till their decease ; his
father died at the advanced age of 82 years, his mother when she had accomplished her fourscore ; they were the parents of four chUdren, three of whom are
living, viz, Philip, David and 3Iary; Esther deceased. Our subject's boyhood
days were spent on the farm, on which he labored for his father till his 22d year.
Aug. 27, 1837, he was married to 3Iary Warner, by whom he has had ten children,
six of whom are living, viz, Harriet, Aaron, Nancy, Samuel, Susanna and 3Iary;
the deceased are Joseph, John, Sarah ancl David! In the fall of 1837, he settled
on the place where he now7 resides : he owned 240 acres, which was bought for
81,700, ancl has since purchased SO acres, for which he paid $3,200 ; his land is all
in an excellent state of cultivation, but, at the time of settlement, was mostly in
the woods, and he informs us that deer would come within gunshot of his door.
He has held the offices of Justice of the Peace for nine years, Supervisor and
School Director, the latter over twenty years, and has refused to serve longer.
His wife is a member of the German Baptist Church, and is a daughter of Johu
and Catherine Warner, who were natives of Pennsylvania, but became residents of
Alontgomery Co, in which they died ; they were the parents of nine children, four
of whom are living—Betsy, Katie, Conrad and Alary: the deceased are Jacob,
George, John. 3Iargaret and Susan. 3Ir. AVarner died at the age of 83 years and
6 months, Airs. AVarner dying when over 70 years of age. 3Irs. C. was bom in
the year 1821
THOAIAS J. COATE, merchant, Laura.
The subject of this memoir was
born in Newton Township, this county, in 1846, and is a son of Josiah and Sarah
C. Coate ; his father was born in this county, his mother in the State of Indiana;
they are living and reside in Newton Township ; they are the parents of six children, five of whom are living, viz., Jesse 31, 3Iartha F , Thomas J , David J. and
Anna J . ; 3Iary 31. (deceased). Thomas was reared on the farm, and his youthful
days were spent in a manner incident to farmers' sons : he followed farming until
1876, at which time he came to Laura and embarked in the mercantile business, iu
which he is now engaged ; his stock consists of groceries, dry goods, drugs, etc., in
fact, most everything is to be found in his store which comes under his line of
trade : his business capacity is such that he is enabled to control his full share of
the public patronage, catering to the wants of a buying public from a well-selected
stock.
In 1871. he was married to 3Iiss Amelia, daughter of Jacob Stichter, by
whora he has had two children, viz, Lenora 31. and Birdie (deceased).
In 1877,
he was appointed Postmaster of Laura, which position he still holds, discharging
the duties incumbent thereon with satisfaction to the patrons of the office; he and
his amiable wife are members of the Christian Church, and are exemplary Christian people. 3Irs. Coate was born in this county in 1852.
DAA r ID 31. COATE. retired. West 31ilton. The subject of this memoir is
another of the old and prominent settlers in this township ; he was born July 9,
1823, and is a sou of Henry and Rebecca Coate, who were born in South Carolina,
ancl removed to this county in 1803 ; they settled on land near this place, which is
yet occupied by one of the members of the family.
To 3Ir. Coate, Sr, belongs
that credit aucl respect which all pioneers should command from those vvho come
after them ; lie, being a blacksmith of more than ordinary skill, was a very useful
man, as his genius enabled him to manufacture edge tools, which the early settlers
stood so much in need of; he manufactured a very superior grain sickle, which was
in great demand : in addition to his trade he carried on farming extensively, and,
by "his thrift and good management, eventually became one of the larger landholders in the township.
He was twice married, first with 3Iary Haskett, in his
native State, by whom he had five children, all deceased.
His second m a m a g e
was celebrated with Rebecca AA'ilson, in this county, by whom he had five children, all living and four residents of this township ; he departed this life in 1848,
aged about 75 vears. 3Irs. C died in 1827, when iu the prime of womanhood, aged
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about 28 years. Our subject was reared on the farm, and remained with his father
tUl he was of age, at which time he began life for himself. Sept. 20, 1843, he was
married to Jane Teague; they were also natives of South Carolina, and were
among the early settlers in this county ; they were parents of six children, five
sons and one daughter, of whom all are living but one ; Mr. T. died at the age of
74 years, his wife when 73. After his marriage, our subject was occupied in
farming, which he successfully followed till 1865, when he engaged in merchandising in West 3Iilton for a period of seven years ; then he was relieved from active
business cares by his sons, and enjoys Ufe free from care ; he is one of the charter
members of the D , C. & T. R. R, and has been prominently connected with the
same since the idea of a road originated, and is one of the Trustees ; he has held
the office of County7 Commissioner for four years, discharging the duties reposed
in him fearlessly, and to the satisfaction of his constituents ; he has been very successful through life, and has accumulated a handsome competency, which is the
just reward of his toil; in all his struggles with the world, he has been nobly
assisted by his amiable companion, and together they are enjoying tlieir declining
years surrounded by every comfort which would promote tlieir happiness ; they
are parents of two children, viz., John and Orrin, the former is engaged in the
grocery business, the" latter is station agent at this point for the D , C. &. T. R. R.
JOHN COATE, merchant, West 3Iilton; born in this county in 1844 ; is a
son of D. 31. Coate, whose sketch appears on these pages ; lie was reared on the farm
and had the advantages of a common-school education in his younger days, after
which he entered the Earlham College, in Richmond, Ind. in which he took a full
preparatory course. In October, 1872, he was manied to 3Iiss Lucinda Everett,
by whom he has had the following children: Edgar, Dora and 3Iabel; Kittie,
deceased, aged 1 year. In the fall of 1866, he engaged in a general mercantile
business, iu the room now occupied by Hahn & Crew, under the firm name of
Albaugh & Coate, which firm existed for a period of two years, and built up a good
trade; he then entered a partnership with his brother which continued till 1874,
when the firm dissolved, and he rested from the wony of mercantile life till 1879.
having in the interval been employed as a commercial traveler a portion of the
time; by his integrity and.fair dealing, he has won the confidence of the people
and controls a full share of the public patronage. 3Irs. C. was bora in this county,
and is a daughter of a well-known resident in 3Iilton. 3Ir. C. owns 75 acres of
of land in this township, all in a high state of cultivation and well improved.
JOHN H. COATE, farmer and dairyman; P. 0. West 3Iilton; born on the place
where he now lives Sept. 24,1825 ; is a son of Henry and Rebecca Coate. John's early
boyhood days were spent in a manner incident to youth, and, after he had attained
age and strength, became a valuable auxiliary to his father in the labors ofthe fann.
on which he labored until he obtained his majority. 3Iay 20,1850, he was married
to Miss Jane Coppock, who is a daughter of Joseph and Rachel Coppock, who were
born in Ohio; Joseph in the year 1805, Rachel Hollingsworth, his wife, in 1806.
They were married in 1824, and settled on a farm in this township, just west of
Ludlow's Falls, on which they lived and reared their family of ten children, seven
of whom are living, viz, Ephriam, Sampson, Jane, Isaac, David and Elizabeth (twins),
and Sarah ; the deceased are Eunice, Mary A. and Benjamin. Joseph Coppock
died in 3Iarch, 1862, very suddenly, from the bursting of a blood-vessel. After his
marriage, John engaged in farming and dealing in stock, on the place where he now
resides ; he purchased 226 acres at the time, but has since added 40 acres, which
makes his farm a very desirable one, and it is well adapted to the use he is making
of i t ; he also owns a fine property in West Milton, which consists of business
houses and dwellings. Owing to the superior advantages of his location, he established a dairy in 1S7/T, which he is successfully operating. In October, 1879, he
purchased one of Cooley's Creameries, which should, perhaps, be spoken of; it consists of a rectangular box, about 10x3 feet, containing 14 cans, each holding seventeen quarts ; the milk, after being heated to a temperature of 120° is placed in the
cans and reduced to a temperature of 45° ; on this plan not more than half the
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time is consumed to raise the cream, and the products are far superior to the old way
of butter-making; uo skimming is required, as, by the aid of a syphon, which is a
patent arrangement, the milk is drawn from under the cream, wliich is left in the
bottom of the can. He uses Davis' swinging churn, which is without dash, and we
can describe it only this way : the butter is rocked from the cream, and uot pounded
out. The products of this dairy are much sought after, and for three years 3Ir. C.
has supplied hotels, restaurants and the officers of the Soldiers' Home with choice
butter, supplanting all competitors. His cows are selected with great care, among
which he has some of the favorite dairy breeds, thoroughbred, in all thirty in number. He is assisted by his son, and their combined experience, and superior
knowledge of stock, assure to them a complete success in the enterprise. His
large and productive farm affords ample provender for his stock, and, as he is the
first gentleman to establish a dairy in this part of the State, we feel an extended
sketch of this enterprise is uot out place. They are parents of four children, three
of whom are living, viz, Henry, AA'arren and Loretta; Orlestus, deceased. They
and their children are members of the Friends' Church, and are every-day Christian
people, taking a lively interest in the welfare of their church.
H E N R Y AV. COATE, merchant, AVest AIilton ; is another of the old and
permanent settlers of this township ; he was born here Sept. 16, 1818, and is a
son of Henry Coate, who settled here in 1800 ; vvas a native of South Carolina,
and by occupation a farmer and sicklesmith : his ingenuity and skill in the manufacture of the latter gave him much prominence among the farmers, as his work
was very superior. Our subject was reared on the farm, and for four years assisted
his father in the shop ; at the age of 21 years, he began life for himself, ancl chose
fanning as an occupation, at wrhich he labored for thirty-eight years ; he then, in
1867, engaged in the mercantile business, in AA'est AIilton, and for thirteen vears
has catered to the wants of his customers from a full and perfect stock of goods,
which includes everything usually found in a first-class retail house ; by fair dealing and an experience of years, he has won the confidence of the people, and is
fully entitled to the patronage he receives. He was united in marriage with
Rebecca 3Iiles in 1838. They were the parents of two children, viz, Samuel and
Elizabeth, the latter dying at the age of 11 years. 3Irs. Coate departed this life
in 1841. His second marriage was celebrated with Phoebe Cathron, in 1843. To
this union four children were given, viz, Rachel, Phcebe, and two who died in
infancy. 3Irs. Coate died in 1846. He celebrated his third marriage, with Hannah
Pierce in 1851, and to this union two children were given, viz, Clarkson and WiUiam, the latter deceased. Our subject has filled the office of Supervisor many
terras, thus proving his constituents have confidence in his executive ability. He
has three children married, viz, Samuel. Rachel and Phoebe ; each was endowed
at marriage with a handsome portion, amounting to $3,500. which, with a father's
blessing, vvas a great encouragement to young mariners on the sea of life.
AATLLIA3I C03IPTON, farmer ; P. 0 . West 3Iilton; was born in this township, on Sec. 24, in 1832, and is a son of Henry and Rachel Compton. His father
was born in Warren Co, Ohio, in 1806 ; his mother in 3Iiami Co, in 1810 ; both
are living, ancl have resided in this township for more than half a century. They
are the parents of nine children, of whom six are living, viz, 3Iartha, Pheres,
AA'illiam, Anna, Semantha, Lydia and Isaac. The deceased are Samuel, Nancy A.
and one dying in infancy. Our subject was reared on his father's farm, where he
assisted in the labors of the same until his 26th year, when he began life for himself, and chose farming as a vocation. His marriage vvith Sarah J. Hutchins was
celebrated in 1861 ; she was a daughter of Daniel H. Hutchins. a resident of
Alontgomery Co., Ohio. To their union one child was given, viz, Orilla E. 3Irs.
Compton departed this life April 1, 1872, aged about 36 years. She was a minister of the Friends' Church, and died in the triumphs of her faith, and in the
promises of her blessed Savior. His second marriage was celebrated with Sarah
J. Gregg, in 1874 ; she is a daughter of WilUam Gregg, a resident of 3Iontgomery
Co. After his first marriage he came to the place where he now resides. His
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land he cleared of the dense growth of timber that covered it, and fitted it for the
implements of agriculture ; he has 734- acres of fine land, all in a high state of
cultivation, and his buildings are good in every particular. He is a member of
the society of Friends, and a very exemplary Christian gentleman.
ISAAC COMPTON, farmer ; P. 0 . AVest Milton ; born on Sec. 24, in this
township, Feb. 24, 1839 ; was the son of Henry and Rachel Compton, natives of
Ohio, in which State they have lived all their lives, and now reside in their residence on Sec. 24. Isaac was reared on his father's farm, on which he labored till his
26th year, when not in attendance at school, at which he was very regular ; he
obtained a good common-school education, which enabled him to teach, a profession he followed for some time, and then abandoned on account of the pressing
duties arising from the farm. On the 26th day of November, 1864, he wedded Rachel
J , a daughter of Henry W. Coate, whose sketch appears in this work, and who is
at present one of the leading and successful business men in AVest AIilton ; after
the celebration of his nuptials he located on the place where he now resides ; he
owns 75 acres of choice farming land, well improved ; to their union three children
have been given, of whom two are living, viz, William, born Aug. 29.1866 ; Omar
C, born Dec. 16, 1872 ; Alice, born Alay 7, 1875, departed this life Nov. 8, 1878.
He, and his amiable wife are members of the Friends' Church, and are every-day
Christian people. 3Irs. Compton was born in this countv, April 14, 1845.
J O H N COPPOCK, farmer ; P. 0 . AVest AIilton ; born in 3Ionroe Township,
Miami Co, in the year 1823 ; is a son of 3Ioses and Lydia Coppock. who were born
in South Carolina, ancl vvith their parents came to Ohio in 1806 ; they first settled
below Dayton, where they remained for awhile, then came to 3Iunroe Township, in
which he lived till 1840, when he removed to a farm near Laura, on wliich he lived
a number of years, then, old age creeping on, took up his abode with John (our subject), with whom he lived till his decease, which occurred in February, 1877, at the
age of 89 years and 10 months ; his wife, Lydia, departed this life when her son
was a mere child; they were parents of eight children, of whom five are living, viz,
Elizabeth, James, Samuel, J o h n ancl 3Iary ; the deceased are Hannali Jane and an
infant. John was reared on his father's farm, and labored thereon until he attained
his majority, at which time he began life for himself. His marriage with Susan
Inman was celebrated in 1844 ; she was born in 1826, and is a daughter of Eli
Inman, who was one of the early settlers. After his marriage he remained on his
father's farm for some years, then went to 3Ionroe Township, in which he remained
three years, then returned to the place where he now resides ; he lias 160 acres of
good land, of which over 100 acres are under cultivation ; the balance he is improving and bringing to the same condition ; they are the parents of seven children, of
whom four are living, viz, Wesley, 3Ioses, James E. and Alice ; the deceased are
Eli, Mary E. and an infant. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Coppock are members of the denomination of Friends, as are their children, which is a source of satisfaction to their
parents. His grandparents were James and Hannah Coppock. who came to 3Iiami
Co. in 1806.
ZIMRY COPPOCK, farmer ; P. O. West AIilton ; was born in Union Township in the year 1819, and is a son of AVilliam ancl Charity Coppock, who were born
in South Carolina, and, with their parents, came to Ohio in the year 1806 ; they
purchased land of Isaac H a s k e t ; also entered a tract of land adjoining, on which
Grandfather Coppock made his permanent home until his decease, which occurred
at an advanced age. AA7illiam Coppock, father of Zimry, made his home on the
land purchased from H a s k e t ; he was married to Charity Hollingsworth, by whom
he had eleven children, of whom three are living, viz, James, Rachel and Zimry ;
the deceased are Henr}-, Isaac, Eli, Sarah, Delilah, Esther, Jane, and an infant;
William Coppock departed this life in the 66th y-ear of his age, his wife at the age
of 41 years 1 month and 23 days ; he was born on the 10th of 3d month, 1797, she
the 25th of 12th month, 1797. Zimry's early days were spent on the farm, where
he labored till his 21st yrear. He was married to Mary7 Coppock in the year 1845 ;
she is a daughter of Moses Coppock, who was a native of South Carolina, and
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settled in Ohio at a very early day. Mr. and Mrs. Z. Coppock have had four chUdren, three are living, viz, Eunice, Lydia and Almeda ; 3iartha (Mrs. Kunkleman)
died, leaving three children. After his marriage, Zimry removed to Newton Township, where he owned a farm of 80 acres, upon which he Uved some time, then returned to the old home place, where he has since resided ; he owns 113 acres of
fine land, whieh is all in a good state of cultivation, with average buildings erected
thereon. He and his wife belong to the denomination of Friends, and are exemplary Christian people. The Coppock family, in connection with the Coates, trace
back to the colony established by AVilliam Penn, thus giving them a record of
which thev may well be proud.
HARVY COPPOCK, miller, West 3Iilton /born in this township in the year
1838 ; is a son of Isaac and Elizabeth (Coate) Coppock, who were bom in this
county ; his grandfather, Benjamin C, and his grandmother, Susana, were natives
of South Carolina; they settled in this county in 1806. 3Irs. Isaac Coppock departed this life in 1857, aged about 45 years; they were the parents of six chUdren,
four of whom are living, viz, Harvy, 3Iary C, Susana and Jesse ; the deceased are
Henry ancl Benjamin. Harvy was reared on his father's farm, on which he labored
till his 21st year; then began life for himself, and, for a short time, labored on the
farm. His marriage with 3Iary J. Coate was celebrated 3Iarch 1, 1859 ; she was
born in 1841, in this township, and is a daughter of Thomas Coate, who was one of
the old settlers here ; he now lives in Kansas. After his marriage he became a
partner of the above gentleman, and together they operated the flouring-miU south
of 3Iilton for three years ; then he returned to the farm, on which he labored three
years, after which he purchased the mill he is now operating. He has a good location, with a never-failing power, and all work is done in a scientific way, as his long
experience in milling has well fitted him for the business ; he makes a specialty in
fine flour, which commands a liberal patronage from the public. They are parents
of three children, viz, John AA7, Henry, and Clara. He and his amiable wife are
exemplary members ofthe Christian Church, and take a lively interest in the cause
ancl development of the Christian religion ; she was bora in this township in 1841.
CLARK COPPOCK, farmer; P. 0. AVest AIilton ; bom on the place where
he now resides, April 13, 1832 ; is a son of James and Jane Coppock. His father
was bom in South Carolina in the year 1799 ; his mother was born in 1804. James
Coppock came with his widowed mother, from their native State, to 3Iiami Co., in
1805 ; their journey was made across an almost impassable wilderness with a very
light team, ancl the elder children were obliged to walk almost the entire distance.
Upon their arrival, she entered the northeast quarter of Sec. 7, where Clark, her
grandson, now7 resides. On this land she lived until her death, which occurred
when at an advanced age. She had seven children, six sons and one daughter,
viz, Eunice. Aaron, Isaac, Layton, John, Joseph and James, who was married to
Jane Huntsman, by whom he had twelve children ten living, viz, Chesley D , Calvin,
Aaron, Isaac, David C, Lydia, James, Jane, Eunice and AviUa; the deceased are
3Iarajah and Isaac, the latter dying in Missouri. James Coppock departed this
life in 3Iarch, 1867. His wife survived him, and for several years previous to her
death was utterly helpless from palsy. The 9th of 3Iarch, 1875, her spirit winged
its flight, aged about 71 years. Clark's boyhood days were spent in a manner
usual to youth, and, as years developed his frame and toughened his muscles, he
grappled with the difficult physical labors incident to the farm. On the 7th day
of January, 1855. he led to the marriage altar 3Iiss Emiline B. Niles, a daughter
of Ephraim and Fanny Niles, who were among the early settlers in this county.
After the celebration of his nuptials, he removed to a farm of 160 acres in Franklin
Township. Darke Co, on which he remained two years, and then embarked in the
mercantile business in Laura, this county, where he was engaged for four years.
Aug. 22, 1862, he responded to the President's call for troops to suppress the
rebellion, and enlisted in Co. G, of the 110th O. V. I , after which he was transferred
to the vicinity of Petersburg, Va, where the regiment was placed in the Third
Corps, but was soon after transferred to the Sixth, which was commanded by the
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noble Sedgwick, and after his death by Gen. Wright. He passed through the
battle of AVinchester, where the boys of the 110th were severely- pressed ; he took
shelter behind a small sapling, which was only7 large enough to afford a central
protectionj thus leaving his body exposed on either side. There he remained only
long enough to make a few shots ; but the tree was struck three times, two of the
balls glancing, scattering the splinters right and left, one of which passed into
his hand. He was at Cedar Creek, Cold Harbor (called by the boys of the 110th
Hot Harbor), and was in the ranks during the terrific and ever-to-be-remembered
battle of the Wilderness, in which the roar of guns, hissing and screeching of the
missiles of death, were incessant for forty-two consecutive days and nights. There
he was fired on by a rebel in such close proximity that the powder from the discharge bumed his face ancl almost blinded him ; the bullet whizzed past his head,
clipping the tip of the left ear. Here he saw7 the lamented ancl brave Sedgwick
fall; heard him say, " I do not apprehend an attack on this part of the line," which
were probably the last words he ever uttered, as he fell almost immediately afterward. At 3Ionocacy Junction, his division stood the brunt of the battle, aud for
awhile held Early's whole army in check ; at Cedar Creek, the rebels made a charge
on their Unes and captured thirty-two pieces of artillery, which they held till noon,
at which time the boys from Ohio returned the compliments of the morning, and
captured eighty pieces, besides what they lost in the morning. Here he received a
wound from a piece of shell in the right shoulder, which almost straightened him
out, but refused to go to the hospital, staying on the field until able to take his
place in the ranks. This regiment is deserving of more than a passing notice;
but our space forbids, ancl our ability will only permit us to say. none did their
duty more bravely, or passed through greater hardship, than the 11 Oth 0. A'. I.,
which came home with thinned ranks, and with battered and battle-torn banners.
He was discharged from the service of his country June 25, 1865, having served
nearly three years. Upon his return home, he engaged principally in stock-dealing,
which he followed until 1875, at which time he removed to the old home farm, where
he now resides. In offices he has been w-ell represented, having discharged the
duties of Constable, Supervisor, Trustee ancl School Director. 3Ir. and 3Irs.
Coppock are the parents of five children, of whom four are living, viz, Francis 31,
Angeretta, Lewis N. and Susana P.; Eldora. deceased.
HAVILAH COPPOCK, broker and dealer in stock, West 31 ilton ; born in 1843 ;
is a son of James Coppock, one of the early pioneers of 31iami Co. Havilah was
reared on his father's farm, his early days being spent in a manner incident to
youth, and, after years had developed his strength and frame, he became a valuable auxiUary to his father in the labors of the fann. At the age of 20. he began
life for himself, and engaged in farming ancl dealing in stock till 1879. at which
time he rented his farm, which consists of 83 acres, and moved to this place, since
when he has dealt largely in stock. Dec. 29, 1868, he was married to 3Iary, a
daughter of John Porter, by whom he has had three children, all of whom are living, viz, AVilson, born Oct 17,1869 ; Louis, born Aug. 9,1871 ; Leon A, born Aug.
15,1874. He was Assessor ofthe township in the years 1878 and 1879. 31rs. Coppock was born 3Iay 23, 1847.
HENRY CAVENDER, farmer ; P. 0. AVest 3Iilton ; born in Staunton Township in the year 1825 ; is a son of John and Rachel Cavender, who were born in
the State of Maryland. They- came to 3Iiami Co. about 1804 or 1805, and at the
time of settlement Indians were plenty, but all clangers were faced, and a settlement effected. For a number of years he labored on leased land, having had all
his money, $700 in gold, stolen while he was on the move from 3Iaryland. Through
hard work and frugality, he was soon able to purchase 80 acres of land, on which
he made his home till death, in 1840, called him hence, aged 60 years : his wife
departed her life in the 63d year of her age. They- were the parents of eight
chUdren, of whom four are living—Robert, Abigail, John and Henry ; the deceased
are Wesley, Samuel, 3Iary and Thomas. At the age of 13, our subject was
deprived of his father by death, but he remained with his widowed mother on the
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farm until he was 22 years of age. In 1854, he was married to Louisa Hearn, by
whom he had six children, of whom three are living, viz, Charles W , Clara 31. and
Sylvester G. ; the deceased are William H , George F. ancl Edward 31. Mrs. C.
departed this life June 8, 1875 ; w-as born June 30, 1833. His second marriage
was celebrated with Elizabeth Amlin, Nov7. 13, 1878 ; she is a daughter of Samuel
and Hannah Amlin ; he was born in New Jersey, she in West Virginia ; they came
to Ohio about 1830, and settled in Richland Co. 3Ir. A. died in 1872, aged 90
years, 5 months and 11 clays. Her mother is still living at the advanced age of 83
years. He was the father of thirteen children by three marriages ; the latter with
3Irs. C.'s mother, by whom he had four children, viz., Amy A, Alfred. Samuel and
Elizabeth. Alfred was a member of Co. A, 35th 0. V. I , and fell in the battle of
3Iission Ridge, pierced in the breast by a ball ; Samuel died at the age of 13
months. 3Ir. C. moved to the place where he now resides in 1861 ; he has 50 acres
of fine land, which is situated west of 3Iilton, all being in a good state of cultivation, and his improvements are number one in every particular. The beautiful
grounds, commodious house and barn, in conjunction with other improvements of
more than ordinary character, tend to make his home a very desirable one. He
and his most estimable wife are exemplary church members, and are consistent
Christian people, taking a lively interest in the cause and development of the
Christian religion. He is one of our self-made men, having begun life without a
dollar, but, by hard work and good management, he has accomplished the great
object in life—made a good home, which is the fruit of toil ancl frugality, where his
declining years are being spent, sun'ounded bv all the comforts of life.
WELLER B. COX, farmer ; P. O. AA7est"31 ilton ; born in Darke Co. Aug. 6,
1840 ; is the son of Henry Cox, born in 1802, and Anna (Long) Cox, born in 1810,
and both natives of Pennsylvania. 3Ir. Cox, Sr, removed to 3Iissouri in 1843 or
1844, and departed this life in 3Iiami Co, aged 60 years ; 3Irs. Cox is still living
at the advanced age of 70 years. They were the parents of nine children, of whom
five are still living, viz, Joseph, Harb D , Alice. W. B. ancl 3Iinerva ; the deceased
are Elizabeth, Peleg, Sarah J. and Elizabeth E. Our subject was reared on the
farm, which he assisted his father in cultivating until he was 19 years of age. In
1859, he vvas united in marriage with Louisa 31, a daughter of Lloyd N. ancl Sarah
N. Conaway, born 3Iarch 16, 1842 ; her father was a native of 3Iaryland, and was
born in 1815 : he came to Ohio alone, when 16 years of age ; he departed this life in
31iami Co, aged 26 years. Her mother, Sarali N. (Aldrich) Conaway, was born in
Rhode Island in 1818, and removed to Darke Co. with her parents in 1830 ; they
are living where they settled fifty years ago, at a ripe old age. 3Irs. Cox's mother
departed this life in 3Iiami Co, in 1871, Her second marriage was celebrated
with Joseph Coppock, and to tlieir union three children were given, viz, Amanda
J. and Albert A. (twins), the latter deceased, and Francis. After our subject's marriage, he engaged in farming in Franklin Township, Darke Co, for two years ; then
moved to the place where he now resides, in 1861 ; he has 75 acres of choice farming
land, all in a good state of cultivation, ancl his buildings are of more than ordinary
character, which, in connection with the beautiful grounds ancl shrubbery, makes
the home of 3Ir. and Airs. Cox a pretty and most desirable place. He is a member
of the Board of Agriculture in the county, and has filled the office of Supervisor
for two terms. He ancl his wife have been connected with the Christian Church
for nine years, ancl are exemplary Christian people. They are the parents of two
children," viz, Ada Belle, born May 6, 1860 ; Lloyd, born Oct. 26, 1861. His
daughter was married to Frank Huffman, Aug. 8, 1878 ; they have one child, viz.
Nelson B.
31. CREW, farmer and merchant; P. O. AVest AIilton ; born in West 31ilton
in 1831; is a son of Dr. Benjamin Crew, who was born in Columbiana Co, Ohio,
in 1799, and departed this life in West 3Iilton in 1833 ; his mother was born in
1808. On Aug. 6, 1827, she was married to Benjamin Crew : two children were
the results of their union—Casper and our subject. She was afterward married
to John Coate, by whom she had four children, two living, Robert and Benjamin,
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-tnd two dying in infancy. Our subject's boyhood was passed in West Milton, and
at the age of 7 years, he removed to the farm ; at the age of 20 years, he began
Ufe for himself, and foUowed farming till 1853, when he entered mercantile life, and
for five years carried on a general store, after which, he retumed to the farm where
he has since resided. In 1852, he was married to Susan Syler, by whom he has
had four children, three living—Angeline, Harvey- and Emma ; Laura, deceased.
Mrs. Crew is a daughter of David and Eliza Syler, who were among the early settlers. Mr. Crew owns 80 acres of land, which is all in a good state of cultivation
and well improved. His daughter, Angelina, is one of the prominent and successful educators of the county, having taught for several years. In the spring of
1880, he, in partnership with Oliver Hahn, embarked in the mercantile business in
West 3Iilton ; they carry an elegant stock in their line, consisting of everything
usually found in a first-class retail house. 3Irs. Crew was born in this county in
1833. He and his estimable wife are members of the Christian Church, with
which they have been connected twenty-one years, and are exemplary Christian
people.
F. 31. CROMER, dealer in agricultural implements, hardware and hamess,
West 3IUton; was bom in 1853, in Lost Creek Township, this county ; Abraham,
his father, was bom in the above township in 1823 ; his mother, Sarah J. Cromer,
nee Cobolt, was bom in Auglaize Co, Ohio, the same year as her husband ; both
are living, and reside on a fkrm in Staunton Township ; they are parents of five
children, viz., Franklin 31, Hannah, Jerusha, Riela and Scott. F. 31. was reared
on the fann, where he labored for his parents till he attained his majority, receiving, in the meantime, an education in the common schools. In 1877, he was married to Callie Cain, and by said marriage has one child, viz, Tevis ; in 1877, he
did an agricultural business in Troy, from which point he operated successfully,
doing a large trade in his line ; in March, 1880, he located in West 3Iilton, establishing himself in the same business; he carries a full line of the leading implements, all of improved pattern, that have stood the test; he also carries a good
stock of hardware and harness ; though he is young, w7e present him to the public
as a Hve, energetic business man, who, by fair dealing and good business principles, is bound to command a full share of the public patronage ; he keeps in his
employ a gentlemanly agent, who represents the house in the field.
DAVID DAVIS; farmer; P. 0. West 3Iilton; was born on Sec. 17, in this
township, Jan. 27, 1831 ; his father, Benjamin Davis, was born in South Carolina
Nov. 12, 1793, and removed to Ohio with his parents when only 10 years of age;
his father. Abiatha Davis, born in Wales, was one of the early pioneers of 3Iiami
Oo, settling here in 1804. Our subject's mother, 3Iargaret (Fetters) Davis, was
bom in Pennsylvania in 1802; her parents died in Pennsylvania, and she emigrated to 3Iiami Co., where she was married to Benjamin Davis ; she departed this
life in 1851, aged 49 years ; her husband died Nov. 7, 1876, aged 84 years ; they
were the parents of ten children, of whom five are living, viz, David, Susana.
Margaret, William and George ; the deceased are Sarah, Lavina, Phcebe, Rhoda,
and one dying in infancy. Our subject was reared on his father's farm, where he
assisted in the duties of the same till his 21st year, when he began his own career
in the world and engaged in farming, which he has followed uninterruptedly all
his life ; he first purchased 80 acres of land from his father; on this he labored
for twelve years, when he disposed of it, and removed to where he now resides in
1862 ; he now owns 148 acres of well-improved land, which is all in a good state
of cultivation and pleasantly7 situated. He was united in marriage with Anna
Mote in 1852, a daughter of John and Rhoda 3Iote ; her father was born in Georgia
Dec. 31, 1797, and removed with his parents to this county in 1805 ; her mother,
Rhoda (Teague) Davis, was born in Ohio April 30, 1801; 3Ir. and Mrs. Teague,
were natives of South Carolina; they were the parents of three children, of whom
two are living, viz, Samuel and Anna M.; Elizabeth deceased; her father died
Oct. 28, 1859; her mother departed this life Nov. 22, 1834. Mr. and Mrs. Davis
are the parents of five children, of whom four are living, viz, Osborne, Warren,

UNION

TOWNSHIP,

815

Laura and Mary ; Lambert deceased; his wife is a member of the Friends'
Church, and is an exemplary Christian woman.
ALLEN H. DAA7IS, farmer, retired; P. 0 . West Milton ; bora Sept. 16,1815, on
the place on which he resides ; is a son of Samuel and Dorcas (Jones) Davis, They
were born in the State of Georgia, and with their parents removed to Ohio in the
yrear 1803 or 1804. They first settled for a short time in Preble Co, in order that
he might prospect here and locate a home. On Section 17, he found the desired
place, ancl was influenced by three springs, which were so situated as to give his
sons, who carae with him, homes with the advantage of never-failing water. At
this time, the face of the country was so densely covered with forest that they were
obliged to cut a road through the woody labyrinth of their new home in order to
have access to their neighbors, some three miles south. They set to work to erect
a cabin, using only such material as the forest would give. Their father, Abiatha,
owned a horse, and he carried his hardy sons provisions, while they were felling
the trees, and erecting the house, they camping out while doing the work. After
its completion, the family moved into their new quarters, which was either in the fall
of 1803. or the spring of 1804. His son John settled at the north spring ; Samuel,
father of our subject, at the south one ; Abiatha himself locating at the center
one ; Benjamin inherited his father's place at the center spring. On these farms
his sons made permanent homes for years, and reared their families. In after years,
Benjamin disposed of his and removed to Iowa, where he died in 1876. The other
sons John and Samuel remained on their forest homes till their decease. Amos,
eldest son of Abiatha, settled in Preble Co, from where he removed to Iowa, where
he subsequently died. Samuel Davis departed this life J u n e 30,1870, aged about
84 years, his wife having died previously. They were parents of six chUdren,
three of whom are living, viz, Riley, Allen H. and 3Iary (now 3Irs. Curtis). The
deceased are Keziah, Nancy and Lindley. Abiatha was the father of four sons
and three daughters, viz, Amos, Rachel, Samuel. John, Sallie, Lydia and Benjamin,
Our subject was reared on his father's farm, and, until he was 16 years of age,
labored thereon, then went to Troy, in which place he learned the printers trade
with John T. Tullis. with whom he remained more than a year, when, on account of
failing health, lie was obliged to abandon the printer's sanctum, and immediately
thereafter engaged in teaching, which he followed about seven years, exclusively
in this county. Dec. 13, 1838, he celebrated his marriage with Nancy Hale, a
daughter of John Hale, who was a native of 3Iarylaud ; he removed to this county
in 1836 or 1837. After his marriage, our subject followed teaching and farming
for a short time, when he was elected justice of the Peace. The accumulation of
official business required so much time that teaching had to be abandoned. In
1840, he located on 120 acres of land, in Section 12, that he had purchased the
year previous ; his land was partly improved, and he soon added 40 acres. Here
he lived until 1867, at wliich time he returned to the old home farm, for the purpose of making the remaining years of his parents comfortable. He now owns
the old homestead, and his declining years are being spent in the shadow of the
old dwelling. He lias held the office of Justice of the Peace for twelve years, and
has also filled the office of School Director and Superintendent of Public Instruction. His education was received in the common schools, in which, by dint of hard
labor and studious habits, he stored his mind with useful knowledge, a great deal
of which was obtained without the aid of an instructor. Five children have been
given to them, of whom four are living, viz, Olive, N , 3Ialcolm H , Alma A . ;
Mary and 31artha deceased. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Davis have been members of the Christian Church for ten years, in which they are zealous workers, discharging every
Christian duty with cheerfulness. Their children, with the exception of one, are
co-workers with their parents in the church, which is a source of satisfaction to
their aged parents.
3IALCOL3I H. DAVIS, farmer ; P. 0 . West 3Iilton; is a son of AUen and
Nancy Davis, old and prominent settlers in this township. He was b o m in 1842,
on the place where he now resides ; he was reared on the farm, attending the usual
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three months' school,inwhich he received his education. Feb. 22, 1862, he volunteered in Co. B, of the 71st O. V. L, ancl was transferred to the front in 3Iarch,
aad was in the battle of Pittsburg Landing, in which the regiment lost heavily
in officers and men ; they7 were under Sherman's command, which was so terribly
pressed ; soon after, the battle of Nashville was fought, and here the regiment
was nearly decimated, but Hood was beaten and almost annihilated ; about the
close of the war, their corps was sent to Texas, where they were kept till December, 1865 ; he was mustered out of the service January, 1866 ; during the evacuation of Ft. Hymen, he received a severe injury from the falling of a pole of an
ambulance wagon, that almost crushed him, which injury is yet severely felt by
Mr. Davis. In 1864, wliile home on veteran furlough, he was married to Eliza
Coate, by whom he has five children, viz, Claudie, Eleanor E , 3Iaurice Al, 3Iinnie
A. and WiUiam A. He ancl his wife are exemplary- members of the Christian
Church, with which they have been connected since 1867. He owns 80 acres of
good land, which is all in a good state of cultivation and w7ell improved, in fact,
the best in the neighborhood.
H E N R Y DIBRA, retired fanner ; P. 0 . AVest AIilton. To the subject of
this memoir we are pleased to accord a place in the front ranks of the early pioneers of 3Iiami Co.; he was born in AA'ashington Co, Aid, Feb. 21, 1803. and is a
son of Daniel and Elizabeth Dibra, who were born in the same place. Tlieir parents were b o m in the province of Lorraine, France, and emigrated to America
before the war of the Revolution. Jacob Dibra, grandfather of our subject, was a
soldier in the army of Washington, and was the first man that flung the emblem
of American liberty to the breeze in the State of 3Iaryland ; for that act he was
obliged to secrete himself for fourteen days in order to escape the fury of the
merciless Tories ; he was a brave man, a true soldier, and to his country he gave
his service without recompense. Daniel, father of our subject, was married in
3Iaryland to Elizabeth Friend, and removed to Pennsylvania, where they resided
nine years, when they came to 31iami Co. and settled iu Newton Township in
1815 ; they7 resided here only three years, when they were stricken down with that
mysterious complaint, Milk sickness, and died ; his father died the 1st of November, aged 45 years, his wife followed him to the grave ten clays later. They were
the parents of ten children, who, at the death of their parents, wrere thrown upon
the cold charities of the world, and scattered throughout the community, all finding good homes with the Quaker brethren; they all lived to be men and women,
b u t now only five survive, viz, Susanna, now 3Irs. Miles, residing in Kansas ;. Elizabeth, now 3Irs. Hall, who resides in Indiana ; David, vvho resides in Iowa : Samuel,
who lives in Newton Township, and our subject. The deceased are Jacob, John,
Daniel, Mary and Jonathan. At the death of his father and mother, our subject
was only 15 years old, ancl, young as he was, grappled with the stern realities of
life; and, in times when meu of nerve and experience were taxed to their utmost
to overcome the obstacles and difficulties that are incident to the lives of frontiersmen, he worked resolutely, and became an expert in cabinet-making, doing much
also at carpenter work, in which trades he labored for thirty years, and vvas very
successful; about 1850, he abandoned this work, so far as making a business of
it was concerned, and turned his attention to farming. He first purchased 65
acres of land in this township, east of the river, which he soon after disposed of,
and bought 80 acres more just opposite 3Iilton, which he owned only a month, when
he sold, and purchased 72 acres where he now resides, ancl soon after bought 20 acres
adjoining, which now belongs to his only son, Irijah ; he is one of our self-made
men, and. began life as an orphan, without a doUar in his pocket. Prosperity has
rewarded the almost incessant toil, good management, ancl the assistance rendered
by his good wife, who for more than half a century assisted in his toils, shared
his troubles and joyrs alike; after a journey of more than fifty- years, hand in hand,
we find them enjoying the shades of retirement, feasting on the fruits of labor
gleaned from a well-spent life. His marriage was celebrated with Charity, a
daughter of Lazarus and Elizabeth Langston, July7 3, 1828. They were natives
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of South Carolina, ancl removed from there to Georgia, thence to Preble Co, Ohio,
in 1806, where they remained until 1817, when they came to Miami Co, where they
lived till tlieir death. Her father departed this life in the year 1845, aged QQ
years ; her mother died June 30, 1871, aged 97 years. 3Irs. Langston's memory
was remarkably clear, and she could portray with vivid distinctness some of the
scenes of the Revolutionary war. They were the parents of nine children, of
whom only four are living, viz, Leonard, Betsy, Charity and 3Iary. The deceased
are Susanna, Nancy, 3Iartha, Rachel and Rebecca. To the union of Mr. and 3Irs.
Dibra seven children have been given, of whom five are living, viz., Elizabeth,
Elmira, 3Iinerva, Nancy and Irijah. The deceased are 3Iary and Susanna. He
and his estimable wife have been life-long members of the Christian Church, and
are exemplary Christian people. Their children are all co-workers with them in
the cause and advancement of the Christian religion.
ABRAHAM DIETRICK, fanner and minister ; P. 0. Potsdam; born in
Rockingham Co, Va, in the year 1814, July 7 ; is a son of John and Elizabeth
Dietrick, who were born in A7irginia, in which State they both met the call of death ;
lie died when upward of 51 years of age, she in 1825, when in middle age ; they
were parents of seven cliildren, five of whom are living, viz, Abraham, John,
Nancy, Lydia and Catherine ; the deceased are Elizabeth and one dying in infancy ;
D. labored on the farm till his 21st year, at which time he began life for himself,
and took charge of the old homestead, which he carried on for about seven years.
In 1838. he was married to Alahala Judy ; to them ten children have been born,
nine of whom are living, viz, Rebecca, Alary (who has been afflicted since infancy
with a malady of the mind). Isaac, John. Sarah, Catherine, Chloe, Samuel and
Jacob : Benjamin (deceased), aged 24 years and 8 months ; in 1846, Mr. Dietrick
moved to AVest Virginia, in which State he made his home twelve and a half years,
and was engaged in farming; in 1858, he came to Alontgomery Co, Ohio, settling
near Salem, in w-hich place he remained eighteen years, then came to where he now
resides in the year 1877 ; in the year 1854, he entered the ministry in the German
Baptist Church, in which he has since labored, and by estimate has preached
twenty-six hundred sermons, and solemnized one hundred and fourteen marriages ;
he only had the advantage of the common school, but is amply able to perform the
responsible duties attached to the ministry : he has belonged to the church for
thirty years, and his wife for a period of thirty-six : his children, with the exception
of two. are members of the same church.
JOHN DIT3IER, farmer: P. O. Potsdam; born in 3Iontgomery Co. in the
year 1819 : is a son of John and Susanna Ditmer, who were bora in Lancaster Co,
Penn. ; they removed to the above county at an early day, lived there many years,
then came to this county and resided till their decease : his father died at the age
of 62 years, his mother at the age of 58 ; they were parents of thirteen children,
seven of whom are living, viz, John. Eli, Henry, Cass, Catherine, David and
George; the deceased are Elizabeth, Rosanna, 3Iary, Jacob, Benjamin and Abraham ; John was raised on the farm, on which he worked till his 24th year. In
1844, he was married to Lydia 3Iischler, by whom he has had ten children, seven of
whom are living, viz, Abraliam, 3Iary. Silas, John, Amanda, Sarah and 3Iartha ;
the deceased are Harriet, Jacob and Susana; after his marriage, he engaged in
farming on the place where he resides : he owns 80 acres of land, which is in a good
state of cultivation and well improved ; in an early day, 3Ir. D. was a successful
hunter, and many deer has he caused to bite the dust, in one instance killing two
at one shot ; his wife is a daughter of Jacob and 3Iary 31ischler, who were bomin
Stark Co, Ohio, but afterward became citizens of this county, from which they
removed to Kosciusko Co, Ind, in which they died—he at the age of 65 years, she
at the age of 74; they were parents of ten children, seven living, viz, 3Iary A ,
Lydia, Lena, Daniel, John, Jacob and Adam ; the deceased, Solomon, Elizabeth,
and one who died in infancy ; he and his wife have been members of the German
Baptist Church for a period of twenty years, and are consistent Christian people,
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leading exemplary Christian lives ; he has been School Director for twenty years ;
also fiUed the office of Supervisor.
E L I DUNCAN, farmer; P. 0 . West 3Iilton ; he was born on the east bank of
Stillwater River in 1837, and is a son of Isaac and Elizabeth Duncan. Our subject was reared on his father's farm, and as he died when Eli wras only 10 years of
age, he remained with the family until his 16th year, w-hen he engaged in picture
taking, and was, consequently, away from home part of the time ; at the age of 23,
he began life fully for himself ancl chose farming as a vocation ; he located on the
land where he now resides, in 1861, and has 33 acres of good land, which is all in
a fair state of cultivation, with ordinary improvements erected thereon : he has an
abundance of aU kinds of fruit, to which he pays considerable attention ; 3Ir. Duncan received a very limited education iu the district schools, in consequence of
which he entered the Farmer College, six miles nortli of Cincinnati, where he
remained a part of two years, completing the common branches, thus fitting him to
teach, which he did two winters in Darke Co. His marriage with Serena Hyer, vvas
celebrated in 1860; she was a daughter of Absalom and Elizabeth Hyer ; her
father was born in Pennsylvania, her mother in Alontgomery Co, Ohio, both
deceased ; to 3Ir. and 3Irs. Duncan six children have been given, of whom all are
living, viz, Clara E , now 3Irs I. A. A7ose, Josephine. Alaggie. now Airs. Donnelly.
and Fred ; 3Ir. Duncan has filled the office of School Director eight years.
WILLIA3I DUNCAN, farmer ; P. 0. AVest AIilton : he washborn in this township on the land where he now lives in the year 1826 : his father, Isaac Duncan,
was born in South Carolina in 1795 ; his early life was spent in Tennessee, and he
removed with his parents to Ohio when only 9 years of age : his father, Samuel
Duncan, was born in Georgia in 1751, and upon his arrival in 31iami Co. in 1804,
entered 160 acres of land, where his grandson, our subject, now lives : on this land
he reared his family and resided till his death, which occurred in 1832 : on this
land, his sons Isaac and Jesse lived and reared their families : Isaac departed this
life in 1847, aged 52 years, Jesse still later : upon their death. AVilliam. our subject,
a son of Isaac, came, into possession, and on this same estate has reared a
family of children ; thus this farm has been the birthplace of three generations of
children, aU of the Duncan family ; Isaac Duncan was the fiither of thirteen children ; to the first marriage, with Hannah Pemberton, daughterof Isaiah Peinberton,
three were given, who are all deceased, viz.. Isaiah, Rachel and John. His second
marriage was celebrated with Elizabeth Dixon, and to their union ten children
were given, of whom only six are living, viz, Jesse, AVilliam. Samuel, Amos, Eli
and Abigail ; the deceased are Polly. Isaac. Elizabeth and David : Elizabeth (Dixon)
Duncan, was born in South Carolina in 1800, and departed this life in 1873 ; she
was a second cousin to the grim old warrior, Anthony AA'ayne. and a direct descendant ofthe illustrious Adams family, who figure so prominently in the history of the
country; Nicholas Dixon vvas a military man, and took great pride in army tactics ;
he has a good military record and was a cominissioned officer in the war of. 1812 ;
Grandfather Dixon's house was one of the frontier outposts, and there Gen. H a n i son frequently satisfied the cravings of the inner man ; the house was a general
rendezvous for the early settlers, as it was of strong build, and fitted with loopholes that made it a very formidable stronghold, and a protection against the ruthless hands of the murderous red m a n ; he belonged to the Society of Friends, and
because he would not take part in the great struggle and help England to force her
rebellious subjects into submission, he was attacked by the Tories, severelybeaten, and left on the ground for dead ; but he recovered and came to Ohio, where
he passed through all the hardships and dangers incident to pioneer life. Our subject was reared on the farm, where he assisted his father in agricultural pursuits
until his 21st year, when he began life for himself and took charge of the old home
place, thereby keeping the family together till grown, when they made homes for
themselves ; here, in the abode of his fathers, he has lived ever since, with the exception of two years, when he lived in Greene Co., so that his children might have
the advantage of attending the Antioch CoUege. His marriage was celebrated in
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1854, with Martha Langston, who is a daughter of Leonard and Francis Langston ;
her father was born in Georgia and her mother in 3Iaryland ; 3Ir. and 3Irs. Duncan
are the parents of eight children, of whom seven are living, viz, Leonard, Ira,
Elmer, Emma, Charles, AA'illiam and 31ary, and Sarah A , deceased. Mr. Duncan
has filled the office of Justice of the Peace for three years, Supervisor one term,
and School Director many years ; he and his amiable wife have been members of
the Christian Church for a number of years ; they are particularly interested in the
advancement of Christianity, and are exemplary Christian people. Isaac Duncan
was a member of Co. G, 48th 0 . Y. I , and in the bloody battle of Pittsburg Landing, Sunday morning, April 6, 1862 ; he feU shot through the heart with his
face to the foe ; Jesse was a member of the same company and regiment and returned safely to their home ; Amos was a member of Co. I, 71st 0 . Y. I , and soon
after his enlistment, was detailed to the hospital, where he was installed as steward ;
frora there he was promoted to Assistant Surgeon, and given charge of the 9th
Tenn, V. C, where he remained until he was mustered out, having passed tlirough
the battles and encounters of the Anny of the Cumberland ; his regiment captured
the notorious John 3Iorgan, who was brought to camp by one of the boys, on
horseback.
EDAA'IN J . EBY, of the firm of Eby & B r o , dentists, West AIilton : was born
in Pennsylvania, in 1840, where his early boyhood days were spent. At the age of
7 years, he removed to Ohio with his parents, ancl soon entered mercantile life, which
he followed till his location here in 1866 ; since that time he has operated successfully in his profession. Both are gentlemen wrell educated in their business, all
operations being performed with safety, and to the satisfaction of all who patronize
them. His education was received in the common schools, where a close application in study and a long experience in active business life, bespeak for him a successful and prosperous life. His marriage with Sarah E , daughterof Thomas Vore,
occurred June 26, 1873. Her parents were among the earlv settlers of Aliami Co.
DAVID AV. ELLE3IAN, farmer ; P. 0 . AVest'AIilton : born on the place where
his father now resides, in Sec. 6, in 1833 ; is a son of Enos and 3Iargaret Elleman.
Our subject's boyhood days were spent on his father's farm, where he labored until
he was 21 years of age. He was married to Esther Coate in 1855 ; she is a daughter of Elijah and Rebecca Coate. who were born in Aliami Co. Her grandparents
were natives of South Carolina, and from there made their way to 3Iiami Co, with
one horse, bringing their effects with them, one walking while the other rode. They
were the parents of twelve children, of whom ten lived to man's estate and had families
of their own—AA'illiam, Joseph, Thomas, Benjamin, Susan, Isaac, Aaron, Elizabeth,
Rebecca and Elijah, who is the father of our subject's wife, is a minister of the AVesleyan faith, and resides in Wayne Co, I n d , where he is laboring in the church. Grandfather Coate lived to be upward of 70 years of age ; his first wife died in middle age,
and he was again married to Alary Bangham, by whom he had four children, all deceased. Elijah and Rebecca Coate are the parents of nine children, of whom five are
living, viz, Esther, Alary. Linley, Susan and John ; the deceased are—Hiram, Leicester. Joseph and Zelora. After our subject's marriage, he farmed and worked at the
carpenter trade until 1865. when he settled on the place where he now resides,
and since has paid his attention mostly to farming : he has 132 acres of choice
farming land, with No. 1 buildings erected thereon. He is one of the present
Trustees of the township, having been elected in the spring of 1879. He and his
amiable wife are members of the Society of Friends, ancl are every-day Christian
people. They are the parents of nine children, all living, viz, John, Semantha,
Horatio P , AVilliam, Alary R , Zelora E., Linley 31, Horace 31. and Francis. John
was married to Ann Cress in April, 1877 ; they have one child, viz, Laurenthus
E. Semantha was manied to Joseph AA7. Beck in January, 1877 ; they also have
one child, viz, Francis E. Her husband is one of the leading teachers of the
county.
TH03IAS ELLE3IAN, farmer ; P. O. West 3IUton ; born in this township in
1841 ; is a son of Enos and 3Iargaret (AVard) EUeman ; his father was born in
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Washington Co, Tenn, March 31, 1802. The grandfather, John Elleman, was
probably bom in the same State in the year 1766, and removed with his parents when
quite young to South Carolina, where they remained for some y7ears, and where he
married Susanna Coppock ; then returned to Tennessee, and soon after to Warren
Co, Ohio, in 1805; here they raised a crop, then came to Aliami Co. in the latter part
of 1806, and settled on the southwest quarter of Sec. 7, in this township, where he lived
until about 1815, when he removed to Wayne Township, Darke Co., aud purchased
40 acres of land, where he lived until his death, which occurred April 16, 1818,
aged 52 years. The Coppocks were originally from Pennsylvania, and were members of the colony WiUiam Penn planted in the great wilderness of Pennsylvania.
Grandmother Elleman's maiden name was Catherine Collins, ancl she was of German birth ; her husband's grandfather, Enos Elleman, great-grandfather to our
subject, was born in AVales, but reared in this country ; he had only two brothers.
John and Abner; he was the father of six children, two sons and four daughters,
viz., John, William, Amy, 3Iary, Elizabeth and Hannah. Our subject's grandfather was the parent of twelve children, of whom only two are living, viz, Susanna and his father, Enos ; the deceased are Elizabeth, Temperance, Drusilla,
Hannah, Tace, Enos, Aaron, AVilliam, Norman and one who died in infancy. The
early days of our subject's father were spent at home until his father's death, which
occurred when Enos was only 16 years old ; he labored for some time on the home
place, then bound himself out to his brother-in-law, Isaiah Pemberton, who lived
in this township, and for him worked four years, when the indenture was canceled
before the expiration of time ; he then worked as a farm hand, and did anything
he could get to do that was honorable ; in 1823, he went back to Darke Co, and
purchased 80 acres of land in Wayne Township. He was united in marriage with
Margaret Ward, Dec. 9, 1824 ; her father, David Ward, was born in New Jersey,
in the year 1785 ; his father, George AATard, was a soldier in AA7ashington's own
army, and was through seven years of the struggle ; he was one of the daring and
intrepid ones, who, under the leadership of the gallant Wayme, captured Stony
Point. He was married to Alargaret Swasick ; they were among the early pioneers
of Virginia ; the Indians entered their cabin one day and deliberately killed one of
the children, a daughter ; Grandfather AVard was knocked down with a club, and
his wife, with great bravery and presence of mind, made her escape with two other
chUdren. A family by the name of Cananne, who were there, met a sad fate ; the
husband was killed and his wife carried into captivity, and only rescued after seven
years of imprisonment. After Enos Elleman's marriage with Alargaret Ward, he
went to work with might and main for a few years on his Darke Co, land ; then he
disposed of it and came in 1831 to where he now resides ; here they have resided
for nearly half a century, going hand in hand down the pathway of life for neaiiy
three score years, and together they are enjoying their declining years surrounded
by every comfort; they are the parents of nine children, of whom seven are living,
viz., 3Iary, David, William, Joseph, Thomas, Rebecca and Isam ; the deceased are
Elizabeth and John. Thomas Elleman (our subject), was reared on his father's
farm, where he labored until his marriage, which was celebrated in 1858 with
Martha C. Jay, a daughter of 3Ioses Jay, who was born in this township, near
Frederickstown ; his father, James Jay, was born in North Carolina, and removed
to Ohio in a very early7 day7; he departed this life on the land he entered, aged
about 70 years. His marriage with 3Iartha Coppock was celebrated in South
Carolina; they were parents of the following children, of whom five are living,
viz, 3Iary, Jesse, James, Furnas and Isaac; the deceased are Elizabeth,
Phoebe, Hannah, Jonathan, Enoch, John, 3Ioses, ancl AVilliam, an infant. 3fr.
and 3Irs. 3Ioses Jay were the parents of only7 one child, the wife of our subject;
her father, departed this life in 1840. Her mother's second marriage was celebrated with Elijah Jay, whose father, Layton Jay, was one of the pioneers, and his
remains the first interred in the Union Cemetery. To her second marriage seven
children were given, viz., 3Ioses, Joseph, Alfred, James, WiUiam and Enos ; Anna
(deceased). Mrs. 3Iargaret Jay departed this life April 14. 1874, aged 56 years.
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her husband is living, and at an advanced age.
To the union of Mr. and Mrs.
Elleman nine children have been given, of whom five are living, viz, Dorry, EUa,
Oalvin, Allie and AA'alter ; the deceased are 3Iargaret, Viola, Minnie P. and an
infant.
OAVEN ELLE3IAN, retired, L a u r a ; born on Sec. 18 in this township, in
1823 ; is a son of Isaac and 31ary (Jones) Elleman ; they were born in South Carolina—his father in the year 1798, and his mother in the beginning of the nineteenth century ; they came to this township with their parents in 1805 or 1806 ;
they were married about 1822, and were the parents of four children, two of whom
are living, viz, Owen ancl Jordan ; the deceased are Dorcas and WiUiam W. ; 3Irs.
Elleman died on the place where Owen was born, in February, 1831, aged
about 30 years. 3Ir. Elleman's second marriage was celebrated with Elizabeth
Coppock, by whom he had six children, three of whom are living, viz, Benjamin,
Isaac and Rachel C. : 3Ir. Elleman departed this life at the age of 61 years. Owen
was reared on the farm, his boyhood clays being spent in a manner customary with
all boys; after attaining a proper age, he assisted in the labors on his father's estate till he was 22 years of age, at which time he began working at the carpenter's
trade, which he followed for six years; in the fall of 1850, he moved to Cass Co,
I n d , where he lived two years and followed carpentering ; he then went to Grant
C o , in the same State, and for three years worked in a carding-mill, but afterward
worked at his trade for eight years : in 1863. he returned to Laura, where he has
since lived; on his return, he established himself in the mercantile business,
wliich he has largely followed since; he was appointed under Lincoln's administration, afterward resigned, and was again appointed under Johnson's reign,
but resigned, and was appointed the third time under Grant's administration; he
has filled the Justice's office three terras, and was elected for a fourth, but resigned ; he has also been Trustee, School Director and a member of the Board of
Education ; thus we see Air. Elleman's executive ability is fully recognized by his
townsmen, and is fully demonstrated by his frequent re-elections. In September,
1845, he married Rachel AIcDonald, by whom he had seven children, three of whom
are living—3Iark, AA'illiam J. and Joseph A. ; the deceased are Sarah, Jane,
3Iinerva and Caroline. 3Irs. Elleman is a daughter of Joseph and Temperance
3IcDonald. who were among the early pioneers of Ohio ; both are now dead; they
were the parents of ten children, of w7hom only two are living—Rachel and 31ahala; the deceased are Elizabeth, AVilliam, Alary, Phoebe, Dennis, Sarah, Aaron
and E n o s ; 3Ir. 3IcDonald's first marriage was with Sarali 3Iote, by whom he had
three children, two living, viz, J o h n and Charles ; 3Iark is deceased: he died in
the 65th year of his age : his wife, Temperance, departed this life at the age of 60
years. Air. and Airs. Elleman are members of the denomination of Friends, and
are every-day Christian people.
JACOB ETTER, farmer: P. O. AA7est AIilton ; born in Bucks Co, P e n n , in
the year 1828 ; is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth Etter ; his father was also b o m in
the same county and State. There they were married and lived till their removal
to Ohio ; his father died in Germantown, Ohio, in 1833; his mother was borh in
Schuylkill Co, P e n n , and was thrice married—secondly, with Joseph Klein, and
lastly, with David Landis. After his death, she resided with our subject till her
decease in 1865. By her marriage with 3Ir. Etter, she had five children, three of
whom are living, viz., Jacob, J o h n and L e v i ; George and Catherine (deceased).
Mr. E. was reared on the farm, and after becoming old enough learned the carpenter's trade, which he followed for eleven years. In 1850, he came to Ohio, and
settled in this county, following his trade exclusiv-ely five years. After which he
bought 67^- acres of land, in August, 1854, which he began cultivating in connection
with carpentering ; the latter he abandoned after three years, and has since given
his whole attention to the farm, and now owns 75 acres of excellent land, which
will be well improved. AA7hen his house was completed, Dec. 25, 1853. he was
married to Hannah Gnodle, by whom he had seven children, six of whom are
living, viz. Alary E , Joseph, Lvdia A. and Amanda A. (twins), Samuel and Sarah
KK

822

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

C.; John H. deceased, aged 1 year 11 months and 14 clays. He has never been a
political aspirant; but has held the office of Supervisor and School Director. He
and his wife are members of the German Baptist Church, with which they have
belonged for a number of years. He is one of the Deacons, which distinction he
has held three years. 3Irs. E. died Jan. 8, 1873. aged 41 years. His second
marriage was celebrated in February, 1878, with 3Iary H. Harlacher; she was
born in 3Iontgomery Co. in 1835, and is a representative of the same church, as is
his son George, a promising young man.
LEVI FALKNOR, blacksmith ; P. 0. Laura ; born in Darke Co. in the year
1837 ; is a son of John and Elizabeth Falknor, who were born in this State, in
which they made their home till their decease. His father was killed in a saw-mill
in Phillipsburg in 1849 ; his mother died in the year 1876. They were parents of
seven children, viz, 3Iary A, Harriet, John AA7, Albert, Alargaret and Sarah J.
Our subject was reared on the farm, and after his father's death remained with his
widowed mother until he attained his majority. In 1857, he was married to 3Iary
McCool, by whom he had four children, three of wrhom are living, viz, Semantha S,
Erskine L. and Emily W. ; A7iola, deceased. After his marriage he continued
farming in Darke Co. for a year, after which he came to this county and still
worked on the farm, having, in the meantime, purchased a house and lot in Laura.
In 1869, he abandoned the farm, moved to Laura and engaged in the smithing
business, which he has since successfully followed. He owns 72 acres of fine land,
13 acres of which adjoins Laura, the balance near, on Ludlow's Creek. His long
acquaintance with the people, combined with his skill as a workman, commands
for Mr. F. a full share of patronage. He ancl his wife are members of the Christian
Church, with which they have been connected for eighteen years, always taking a
lively interest in the cause aud development of the Christian religion. Mrs. F. is a
daughter of Richard and Alartha 3IcCool; her father is deceased, but her mother
is living, and resides with 3Ir. Falknor ; both were born in Ohio, but their parents
came from South Carolina ; they were parents of four children, of whom only the
wife of our subject survives.
ANDREW N. FALKNOR, West 3Iilton; of the firm of Falknor & Hale,
dealers in agricultural implements etc, etc.; was born in 3Iontgomery Co. Oct. Q,
1824. At 12 years of age, his father died, and Andrew remained at home assisting his mother upon the farm until he attained his majority, during this time
obtaining a good common-school education. He then followed carpentering and
farming some eight years in 3lontgomery Co, ancl in 1853. came to 3Iiami Co.; in
1861, he located upon his present form of SO acres, two miles southwest from AVest
Milton, where he now resides ; in the spring of 1880, he associated with T. J. Hale
in the above business, dealing in all the improved farm machinery, agricultural
implements, pumps, w-agons, etc, etc. Upon the 9th of December, 1847, he was
united in marriage to Catherine Nisw7onger. of Alontgomery Co. Two children now
living—Granville N. ancl Amanda.
HENRY FESS, farmer ; P. 0. West 3Iilton ; born in 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio.
in the year 1837 ; is a son of George ancl Louisa B. Fess, who were born in Germany ; emigrated to this country, and settled in 3Iontgomery Co, where his father
died. His mother is living and resides near him. They were the parents of eight
children, of whom only three are living, viz, Lavina. Catherine and our subject:
the deceased are 3Iary, Jacob, George, Frederick and John, 3Irs. F. was again
married, to John Root, by whom she has had one child, viz, Sarah. Our subject
was raised on the farm, on which he labored until he was 21 years old, at wliich
time he began life for himself, ancl engaged in farming. In 1858, he vvas married
to Miss 3Iary J. Harshbarger, by whom he has had nine children, seven of whom
are living, viz, George, 31 ary, Samuel E , John Jacob, Lloyd and Charles A.; the
deceased are Sarah and Floyd, the latter a twin brother of Lloyd. 3Ir. Fess owns
80 acres of land, on which he resides, all being in good condition, and fairly
improved. He and his amiable wife are exemplary members of the Brethren in
Christ Church, with which they have been connected eighteen years, and are con-
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sistent Christian people ; he is one of the Trustees of the church. 3Irs. F.'s
parents were born in Ohio, her father in 3Iontgomery Co, in 1815, her mother iu
this country in 1821. They are the parents of five children, four of whom are living, viz, 3Iary J , Samuel, Lloyd ancl George ; Anna, deceased. 3Ir. H. is a member of the German Baptist Church; 3Irs. H. belongs to the Brethren in Christ;
3Iary and George, children of 3Ir. and 3Irs. Fess, are members of the church to
which their parents belong.
GEORGE FILBEY,"retired ; AA'est AIilton ; born in Berks Co, P e n n , April 9,
1809 : is a son of AAilliam and Elizabeth Filbey, who were natives of Pennsylvania.
They removed to AA'ayne Co, Ohio, in 1855 or 1856. and lived there until their
decease : Air. F. died April 19, 1858, he was boru Aug. IS, 1781 ; his wife, Elizabeth Sellers, was born June 11, 1788 ; she departed this life Sept. 20,1879, aged 93
years 3 months ancl 9 days : they were the parents ofthe following children, of whom
six are known to be living, viz, Jolm. Alary, George, Ellen, Robert and Catherine :
the deceased are Thomas. Alichael, Oliver, [Elizabeth and AAilliam. G. F. was
reared a mechanic and learned the sadler's trade in Strasburg, Penn, with his uncle,
John Seller, with whom he worked five years as an apprentice, mastering his trade,
and continued with him two years longer. On the 31st day of Alarch. 1833, he
married Aliss Barbara, daughter of Philip Folckamer, who was a native of Pennsylvania ; after his marriage he opened a shop in AA'rightsville, P e n n , in which he
labored for three years, then moved to Jefferson, Greene Co, P e n n , where he
started a shop, and for ten years, successfully prosecuted his business, after which
he removed to Gallon. Ohio, where he labored on a farm for three years, then came
to AVest AIilton in 1849, and immediately engaged in his trade, which he has followed nearly all the time since. He owns 74 acres of as fine laud as is to be found
in 3Iiami Co. On this he permanently located in 1870 ; since he has regularly
resided on the farm, which is all in a high state of cultivation. His location is
good, his house and barns are very commodious, and their construction and finish
prove 31 r. F. to be a man of good taste ; his grounds are large and well kept, which
renders his home a very desirable one ; he is one of our self-made men, having begun
life without capital. His first shop was started with $10, but by hard work and
good management, in which he has been nobly assisted by his amiable wife, they
have overcome tbe difficulties and obstacles met with in life's journey, and made a
good home, the fruits of labor and frugality.
Together they are enjoying their
declining years, surrounded by all that conduces to render old age enjoyable ; to
tlieir union nine children have been given, of whom seven are living, viz, Oliver,
Ellen Rebecca. George. Frank, Josiah and 3Iargaret ; the deceased are Samuel
aud AVilliam. The latter was a member of Co. D. 94th 0 . Y. I. ; he died of smallpox, in Nashville. Tenn, 3Iay 14. 1863. They were raised in the Lutheran Church,
and are consistent Christian people. 31rs. Filbey vvas born Dec. 9, 1808.
J O H N FOUTS, deceased ; born in this township July 22.1814 ; was a son of
Henry and Susanna Fouts. who were born in North Carolina, and emigrated to Ohio,
settling in this township in iSu3. Our subject vvas reared on his father's farm, on
which he labored till his marriage with Rosanna Waymire, which was celebrated
April 7. 1836 : to them nine children were born, seven of whom are living, viz,
Henry AA'„ Caroline, Davis, John, Lyman. Susanna and Allen C. : the deceased are
Daniel and Harrison. AA'hile living, 31 r. F. made his home on the place on which
his widow ancl children now reside ; this place was the home of his parents, and
has been in the family name for three-quarters of a century. 31r. F. departed this
life April 7. 1857, the twenty-first anniversary of his marriage ; he was afflicted
many years with dyspepsia, which became chronic and finally terminated in consumption, winch carried him to an early grave. 31rs. F. was born in 1821, and is
a daughter of Daniel and Sophia AVaymire. who were born in Soutii Carolina, and
removed to Alontgomery Co, Ohio, about 1804 or 1805 ; here they made their home
until their decease ; he died July 3.1826. aged 49 years and 2 months ; she departed
this life July 19. 1859. aged 76 years 1 month and 4 days. They were the parents of
thirteen children, nine of whom are living, viz, Davis. Daniel, John, Katie, Betsy.
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SaUie, Henry, Rosanna and Isabelle ; the deceased are Polly, Rebecca, Frederick,
and one dying in infancy. Daniel, son of our subject, enlisted in the beginning of the
late war, in Co. E, 48th 0 . V. I . ; he passed through some of the hard-fought battles of the war, and, from disease produced through exposure in army life, died in
the hospital at Memphis, Tenn, 3Iarch 2, 1863 ; was born Feb. 26, 1843. Davis
was a member of the Sth 0 . V. C, and served eighteen months ; Henry vvas a member of the 147th 100-day men ; Allen is one of the leading educators in the county.
having taught six terms in this township ; he received the rudiments of his education in the home school ; in 1873, he entered the normal school at Lebanon, Ohio.
for one term, then taught two terms, after which he entered the Hillsdale College, in
Michigan,where he closely applied himself to study for a year and a half; his eyesight began to weaken, and he was obliged to yield the struggle for knowledge to
save the light of day. Henry Fouts was married to Susanna 3Iast, by whom he
had six children, v i z , Mary, Barbara. 3Iatilda, Rebecca. Betsy and John.
AARON TOUTS, farmer; P. 0 . AVest AIilton ; born in this townsliip Feb. 9.
1830 ; is a son of Henry and Elizabeth (Yount) Fonts ; his father was born in
Randolph Co., N. C , in the year 1796 ; his mother was born in this towmship Feb.
18, 1808 ; 3Ir. Henry Fouts, with his parents, 3Iichael and Elizabetii Fouts, removed to 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, in the fall of 1803 ; they were the parents of
twelve children, who grew to manhood and womanhood, and the first death occurred
at the age of 49 years ; as husband and wife, hand in hand they walked down the
pathway of life three score and two years, sharing each others burdens and partaking alike of each other's joys and sorrows : the dial of life had marked fourscore and eight years in his existence before the summons came; his noble wife
had borne the fatigues of the day fourscore years and one. amid the countless
hardships which are to be encountered by those wiio make the first settlement in
a new country, before her mission was completed; these two old settlers passed
quietly away after a long and eventful life. The father and mother of our subjectwere niarried in 1824, and the following year came to this county, in which they
made their home till their decease ; his father died in August, 1854, aged 58 years :
his mother departed this life in June, 1875, aged 67 years ; they were parents of
four children, two of whom are living, viz, Susan and Aaron; the deceased are
John, aged 11 years, and Amilla Furnas, nee Fouts, aged 27 years. Aaron was
reared on the farm on which he now lives ; in 1853, he married Rachel 3Iartind a l e ; to their union nine children have been born, six of whom are living, viz,
Henry, William, Ella, Lizzie, Elam and Robert; the deceased are Emma, John
and Oscar. After his marriage, he located on the old home farm, which had been
the home of his parents, and on which he still resides and has grown wealthy, owning in the aggregate 750 acres of land, well situated and most beautifully improved, thus making a most desirable home, embracing every comfort and luxury :
his broad acres make him the largest landholder in the township. 3Irs. Fouts is
a daughter of J o h n and Amy 3Iartindale, who were early settlers in 3Iontgomery
Co., both deceased; they were parents of twelve children, ten of whom are living.
viz., Elizabeth, Robert, Mary, Samuel, Rachel, John, Steward, 3Iartin, Rebecca and
Martha. 3Irs. Fouts is a member of theChristian Church of more than twenty-five
years' standing ; 3Ir. Fouts' parents were members of the same church.
J O H N B. FOUTS, Postmaster and dealer in notions, West Milton ; born near
West 3Iilton in the year 1848 ; is a son of John Fouts, who also was born in this
county ; his father is deceased, but his mother resides near here, on the old homestead, which was pre-empted by the family many years ago. Our subject was reared
on the farm, on which he assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till his 17th
year, when he enlisted in Co. D, 5th O. A7. I , Feb. 14, 1864; he was immediately
transferred to the front, where he took an active part in the closing scenes of the
w a r ; he was in the engagement at Kenesaw 3Iountain, and received a severe wound
under the left shoulder, the ball penetrating the lung, in which it is now imbedded,
giving Mr. F. much trouble ; after being wounded, he lay in the hospital for thirteen months, after which he was mustered out of the service, in September, 1865.
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He returned to his home, and has since followed various pursuits in AVest 31ilton ;
he received his commission, making him Postmaster of this office, Feb. 16, 1880.
He has been twice raanied ; first, with 3Iiss 3Iattie Jenkins, Feb. 16, 1870, by
whom he had one child, vvho is deceased ; 3Irs. F. departed this life 3Iarch 19,
1874. His second maniage vvas celebrated Jan. 21, 1877, with Anna B. AVright;
they have one child, viz, Edgar, born Nov. 17,1878.
J O H N P. FOX, deceased ; born in Indiana, near Indianapolis, Dec. 18,1822 ;
was a son of Elijah and Susanna Fox. both deceased. Our subject was reared on
his father's farm, where he labored till his marriage with Sarah A. AA'aymire, which
occurred April 23. 1842, in Alontgomery Co, in which 3Irs. F. was born; they
resided in the above county about thirty years. 3Ir. F. departed this life Alarch 6,
1873. They had nine children, seven of whom are living—William AV, Eliza J ,
Daniel AV, John H , Albert R , Theodore E. and Lucinda A.: Alvin E. aud an infant
are deceased. Air. F. owned 120 acres of land, of which his widow now owns 80
acres, all in a good state of cultivation and well improved; on her land is situated
one of the best gravel pits to be found on the Stillwater; she is a daughter of Solomon and Alarian AA'aymire ; her father was born in North Carolina, her mother in
Tennessee : they immigrated to and settled in Alontgomery Co. in a very early day,
doing much to improve the county : both are deceased ; he was born Feb. 23.1791,
her mother Sept. 3, 1800 : died aged about 50 years. They were the parents of
four children, three of whom are living—Daniel. Isabelle and Sarali A , AA7esley
deceased: by Air. AAVs first marriage he had four children, one of whom is living,
viz, Nancy ; the deceased are Polly. Henry and Biddy. Air. F. was a member of
the Christian Church, with which he has been connected for a number of years ;
his wife is a member of the same church, an exemplary Christian woman ; three
of her children, Lucinda. AA'arren and Jane, are members of the same church ; Daniel and AVilliam were soldiers in the late war; the latter was taken prisoner, and
suffered all the cruelties of the infamous Libby Prison: her son AA'illiam has five
children—Charley E , Fordie E , Alary E , Sarah E. ancl Emma E. : Jane, the wife
of Amos Daniel, has four children—Benson. Alary. Noah ancl Emily : Daniel has
two cliildren—Anna and Sarah : Lucinda (Airs. Kessler) has three children—
Lucy AL, Estelle and Albert. John was recently married to Alary Greene.
"TANZY R . F U R N A S , farmer: P. O. AVest AIilton; born in Butler Township. Alontgomery Co, Oct. 11. 1853 : is a son of Robert and Beulah Furnas. His
father was born in the above township : his mother in this county, and departed
this life when Tanzv was but S months old : his father is living, and resides in
Alontgomery Co. His second marriage was celebrated with Ann Bowman, by
whom he had three children, two living, viz.. Rose B. and Alary A.: Dorsey,
deceased. Tanzv was reared on the farm, and attended the district school, after
which he attended the high school, in Troy, for one term, then entered Holbrook's
Normal School, at Lebanon, inwhich he took a full commercial course, fitting himself to successfully cope with business transactions. In September. 1874. he was
married to Elizabetii Rutledge. by whom he has one cliild. viz, Harvey C. 3Irs.
Furnas is a daughter of the well-known AAilliam Rutledge. of AA'est 3Iilton. In
1875, he was interested in, and operated his father-in-law's woolen-mill; in 1876,
he engaged in the manufacture of tobacco in the same place, and after one year's
experience, disposed of the business and came to the place on which he now
resides. He owns 157 acres of land, which is all in a fair state of cultivation and
well improved. He and his wife are members of the AA'est 3Iilton Christian Church,
with which they have been connected a number of years.
AARON FURNAS, farmer ancl stock-raiser :' P. O. Fidelity : born in Butler
Township, 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio. Oct. 17. 1826 : is a son of John and Sallie
(Ivens) Furnas. His father vvas born in Soutii Carolina in April, 1796, and is a
son of Joseph and Sarah Furnas : Joseph was born in Charlestown, S. C , Feb.
20, 1763; Joseph's father, John Furnas, was born at Standingstone, Cumberland,
England, 3Iarch 5, 1736. He was married to 3Iary AA'ilkenson, in AVigton Aleetinghouse. England. 3farch 24. 1762 : she was born at AVigton Sept. 19. 1742. They
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emigrated to America, and settled in South Carolina, in which State they died, at
Bush River ; he, Aug. 5, 1777 ; she, Oct. 6,1782. They were parents of seven children, viz., Joseph, Rebecca, John, Thomas, Esther. Robert ancl AVilliam. Joseph and
Sarah F u m a s were parents of eight children, three of whom are living, viz, Benjamin.
Henry and Sallie ; the two former reside in Iowa, the latter in AA7arren Co.; Joseph F.
died about 1812, his wife, Sarali, about 1830 or 1831. John, father of our subject,
emigrated to Ohio with his parents about 1805 ; they located in Warren Co. for one
year, then came to Newton Township, in this county, in vvhich John, the father of
our subject, vvas reared. Dec. 3, 1818, he vvas married to Sallie Ivens ; she was a
daughter of Joseph and Esther (Buffington) Ivens. Joseph was born Aug. 20,1749.
died Aug. 31, 1828. Esther, his wife, was born Feb. 1, 1756, died Alay 30, 1830.
They were married Nov-. 17, 1773, and were parents of twelve children, viz, Samuel, Hannah, Isaac, Aloses. 31argaret, Adam, John, Robert, Phoebe. 3Iaiy, Aaron
and Sallie. J o h n and Sallie Furnas, parents of our subject, had eleven children
born to thera, eight of whom are living, viz, Esther, now Airs. William J a y : Sarah.
now 31 rs. John Johnston ; Jane, now Airs. George Aliller ; Aaron, Robert, Samuel.
Thomas AA'. and Davis. Our subject's first marriage ..was with Rebecca C. Bowman Feb. 15. 1851 ; to them three children were born—all deceased, viz, Alartha
E , born Aug. 22, 1854. died Oct. 6. I860 : Omar C, born Alarch 23. 1862 : died
Aug. 19, 1864; Dorsey E , born July 24, 1 8 5 9 : died Oct. 1. I860. Airs. S.
departed this life Sept. 7, 1870, aged 38 years 5 months IS days. His second
marriage was celebrated Oct. 22, 1872, with Lucy J. Alote : she is a daughter of
Zeno ancl Deborah Alote, old residents of this township. Air. Furnas had the
advantage of the common schools, in which he received the rudiments of an education ; afterward took a course of study in the select school at Frederickstown.
and at the academy in Dayton : he taught one term. but. his health failing, was
obliged to seek the out-door employment of the farm, on vvhich he has since been
engaged ; he owns 140 acres of land on the home farm, also 90 acres in Alontgomery Co. and a tract of 76 on the west side of Stillwater, making in the aggregate
310 acres of choice farming land. He is a member of the Christian Church, having
been a member since 1851. and is a Deacon in the church ; he is very liberal in
his views, having donated nearly a fourth of the amount required to erect the
fine brick church in Frederickstown. Airs. Furnas was born in this township
3Iarch 17. 1835, and is a member of the denomination of Friends. Airs. Furnas,
great uncle, Tliomas AAilkenson, represented this coimty in the Legislature, and
was also State Senator. Samuel, brother to Aaron Furnas, has represented
3Iontgomery Co. Robert Furnas, grandson of John AAilkenson. is an ex-Governor
of Nebraska. John Furnas, father of our subject, was deprived of a father's
counsel at the age of 16, and. being the eldest, was obliged to take charge ofthe
familv. He represented Montgomery Co. in the Legislature in 1830. 1850 and
1851.'
S3IITH GREGG, farmer and minister : P. 0. AVest AIilton : born in Alontgomery Co, Ohio, Dec. 20. 1820 : is a son of Smith and Sarah Gregg, who were
born in Pennsylvania, and removed to Greene Co, Ohio, in 1800 : in 1812. they
moved to 3Iontgomery Co, in which they lived till their death : his father died at
the age of 85, his mother at upward of 40 years of age : they had eleven children.
four of whom are living—AAilliam, David. Andrew and Smith ; the deceased—
James, 3Iartha, 3Iargaret. John, Elizabeth. Sarali and Julia ; 3Ir. Gregg was raised
on the fann, and partially learned the smithing trade, then took up shoemaking.
which he followed until he vvas 25 years old. when he resumed farming. In 1840.
he was married to Rachel Hutchins, vvho bore him eight children, of whom only
one, AA7ilbur, survives ; the deceased are Elwood. Eliza. 3Iartha, Mary A , Willis.
Birdie and an infant; 3Irs. Gregg died in 1862, aged 37 years. 3Ir. Gregg's
second marriage was with 3Iargaret Hollingsworth, nce Stanley, in 1863, by whom
he had two children, Charley and Mattie ; 3Irs. Gregg died April 2, 1879, aged 44
y e a r s : his third and last marriage vvas celebrated with 3Iarv 3Iiles, nee Furnas.
April 8, 1880. In 1850, he was recorded as minister of the Friends* Church, and
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is the oldest recorded minister in the West Branch Quarterly Meeting ; he owns
4 3 acres of fiue land, well improved ; 3Iary Furnas Gregg, his wife, was bom in
Newton Township, and is a daughter of Joseph and Patience F u m a s ; her father
was born in North Carolina, her mother in Warren Co, Ohio ; he died at the age
of 68, she in the 67th year of her age ; they were parents of seven children, three
living—3Iary, Rachel and Sarah ; the deceased—Jason, Charles, Edith and Louisa;
Sarah is a very noted traveler, having visited Europe and Asia, and when last
heard from was in the Sandwich Islands : she is much of a scientist, and in
medicinal research has developed much, which she imparts by instructive lectures ;
she is certainly a remarkable woman, and one of 3Iiami's illustrious daughters ; she
was born in 1834, and vvas never married. 3Irs. Gregg's marriage with 3Ioses
3Iiles was blessed with one child, Jos. F. ; he died in 1874, aged 57 years ; she
has a birth-right in the Friends' Church, and is a zealous Christian woman.
ISAAC HALE, dealer in lumber ancl proprietor of saw-mill, West 3Iilton;
was born in 3Iaryland in 1832 : his parents, Tilly and 3Iary Hale, were born in
the same State—his father in 1806, his mother in the year 1808 ; in 1833, they
came to Aliami Co, in which they have since lived : to them six children have been
born, three of whom are living—Thomas J , Sarah A. and our subject; 3Ir. H. was
raised on the farm, laboring for his father till his 21st year, when he began life for
himself, and for eighteen years succeeding his majority followed the fortunes ofthe
farm : in 1871. he came to AVest 3Iilton and engaged in his present business; he
has one of the best-arranged mills in the county, of large cutting capacity,
giving employment to eight regular hands : he has been twice married—first to
Sarah, a daughter of Israel Kessler, in 1859 : to their union four children were
born—Cassius C, Emma A , Harvey H. and Johu H . ; Airs. H. died in 1868 ; she
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, and died as she had lived, relying on
the promises of her Redeemer. His second marriage was celebrated with 3Iary Ann
Everett, in 1873, by whom he has had two children, Allie A. and Roy E . ; 3Ir. H.
is a member of the Presbyterian Church of twenty years" standing, while his
estimable wife for ten years has been an exemplary member of the Christian
Church.
F R E D E R I C K HISSONG. farmer: P . O . P o t s d a m : born in Bavaria, Germany,
in the year 1832 ; is a son of Frederick and Elizabeth Hissong, vvho were natives of
the same place. In 1854. they emigrated to America, landing in New York, their
voyage occupying forty days. They came directly to Ohio and settled in 3Iontgomery Co, in which they resided. His father departed this life in 1877, aged 77
years : his mother is living, and resides in Darke Co. They were the parents of
eight cliildren, seven living, viz, Catherine, 3Iary, Frederick, Jacob. George, Lavina
and Caroline : Lewis, deceased. Our subject was reared on the farm, iu his native
country. In 1864, he was married to Harriet Christian, by woom he had eight children, seven living, viz, Samuel. Harvey, John. Charley, Lewis, Alary E. and Eary ;
George, deceased. He owns SO acres of land, which is in a good state of cultivation
and well improved. He and his wife are members of the German Baptist Church,
with whieh they have been connected eleven years, and are consistent Christian
people. Airs. Hissong was born in 1841. and is a daughter of Philip Christian.
J O H N C. HENDERSON, farmer, and proprietor of a saw-mill: P. 0 . Potsdam : born in Brown Co, Ohio. July 22, 1837 ; is a son of Jonathan aud Nancy
(Carroll) Henderson. His father was born in Pennsylvania, his mother in Adams
C o , this State, in vvhich they were married. They had nine children, six of whom
are living, viz, Andrew. Joseph, AVilliam, Alichael. John C. aud Elizabeth. His
father departed this life in 1865, aged 72 years. His mother is living at the age
of 77 years. 31 r. Henderson was brought up on the farm in Brown Co, where his
boyhood days were spent, having the advantage of such schools as the country in
his day afforded ; he remained with his parents until he attained his 24th year, at
which time he connected with the army, serving in the capacity of Wagonmaster
for twenty-three months, when he was obliged to abandon his work on account of
failing health. In 1864. he was married to Elizabeth 3Iarklv. bv whom he has
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Lad five children, three of whom are living, viz, Callie, Emma and Johnny, and
two dying in infancy. 3Irs. Henderson is a daughter of Adam Bobbs, aud sister
to Dr. Bobbs, whose sketch appears in this work. 3Irs. Henderson had been previously married to Joseph Markly, and to them three children were born, two of
whom are living, viz, Victoria, and Joseph, AVilliam, deceased. 3Ir. Henderson,
after his marriage, removed to Hamilton Co, in which he resided one year, then
went to Darke Co., where he lived five years, and operated a saw-mill in connection
with farming, and while there, served as Trustee two years. In 1877, he located
in this township, on fifty-seven acres of land, which is all in a good state of cultivation, ancl has excellent buildings erected thereon, all neat and tasty. He owns a
steam saw-mill near his home place, also another in Twin Township. Darke Co, to
both of which he gives his owm supervision, manufacturing such lumber as the
public needs, and in a workmanlike manner. He has also held the office of Trustee
in this township for two years. He, ancl his estimable wife, are members of
the United Brethren Church, ancl are every-day, energetic Christian people, taking
much interest in promoting the Christian standard. His daughter, 3Iiss Callie, is
also a member of the same church.
J O H N P. H E R S H E Y , farmer ; P. 0 . Center, 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio ; born
in Lancaster Co, P e n n , in the year 1823 ; is a son of Isaac and Anna Hershey.
who were born in the same place—he in the year 1801. she in 1804: they were
reared in the above county, in which they were married ; his mother died in 1849.
aged 45, his father in the year 1856, aged 55 years : they were the parents of eleven
children, all living, viz, Fanny, J o h n P , Andrew, Ephraira, Christian, George r
Reuben, Eliza, Anna, Sarah and Naomi.
Our subject was reared on the farm in
Pennsylvania, on which he labored for his father till he was 21 years of age : then
began life for himself. In November, 1846, he was married to Elizabetii Kolp, by
whom he has had nine children, eight of whom are living, viz, 3Iary E , 31elinda.
Emma, Ella, Charlotte, Sarah, Susan and Frances ; Abraham deceased, aged 2
years and 10 months. In 1849, he came to Ohio and settled on the place on which
he now resides ; he owns 160 acres of land, all iu a high state of cultivation and
well improved ; he is another of our self-made men, having begun life with only a
small capital; he only had the advantage of a common-school education, but he is
a great reader, and well posted on the current events of the day ; he has never been
a political aspirant, yet he has held some of the offices of the township : he and his
wife are members of the Christian Church ; she is a daughter of David and Fanny
Kolp ; 3Ir. Kolp was bom in Pennsylvania in 1780, and died in 1844 : 3Irs. K.
was born in the same place in 1792, and is still living ; they are the parents of the
following children, all living, viz, Elizabeth. Samuel, Catherine, Levi, Susan, Sarah.
Abraham, 3Iatilda, 3Iartha and Lotta.
3Irs. Kolp is a daughter of Christian and
Mary (Buckholder) Lieb ; they were born in Pennsylvania, in which they died at
the age of 75 years ; they were the parents of six children, viz, Fanny. Alary,
Betsy, Kate, Nancy ancl Christian.
AV. J . HOOVER, farmer; P. O. West 3Iilton ; is a descendant of one of the
first ancl prominent settlers in this locality : he was born near where he now lives
in 1835, and is a son of Noah ancl 3Iichal Hoover; they were born in North Carolina, and removed with their parents to Ohio in the spring of 1801. Noah was
married to 3Iichal Yount, by whom he had eight children, four are living, v i z ,
Enos, Fred, Deborah and our subject; the deceased are Absalom, 3Iay. Celia and
3Iahala; his father made his home here through all his life, and died Aug. 8,1866,
aged 71 years 1 month and 15 days ; his mother died J u n e 15, 1863, aged 68
years 4 months and 7 days.
Our subject was reared on the farm, on which h e
labored till he attained his majority, at which time he began life for himself; h e
obtained his education in the district school, fitting himself to well perform the
business duties of life.
In I860, he was married to Caroline Fonts, by whom he
has had three children, viz, Ada, Ellis and Bertha ; she is a daughter of J o h n
Fouts ; he owns 119 acres of land, which is all in a good state of cultivation and
well improved : in the fall of 1878. he erected a splendid new mill, which, for man-
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ner of construction and working facilities, is without a rival on the Stillwater ; i t
is furnished with the best and latest improved machinery ; the working capacity
of the mill is good—a never-failing power, derived from nine springs, the water
from which is concentrated and brought to bear on a twenty-six-feet overshot
wheel, which gives motion to three sets of buhrs, besides a pony bar, which is used.
for grinding middlings ; their work is all done on scientific principles, the grinding
and bolting being done repeatedly, producing a fine ancl excellent quality of flour :
the mill is in charge of A. AA'. AA'eimer, who is a gentleman well educated in his
business, thoroughly understanding every department of the delicate work, knowing how to make a double-extra brand of flour and give satisfaction to their many
customers ; their popular mill, in connection with tlieir superior knowledge of t h e
business, commands for them a full share of patronage from an appreciative public,
their products being always in demand : we will venture to assert that this is the
best mill between Covington and Dayton, and. as such enterprises are worthy of
more than a passing notice, we heartily commend the above gentlemen to the public.
F. 31. HORINE, shoemaker, AA'est AIilton ; born in Delaware Co, I n d , in 1842 ;
is a son of Jefferson and 3Iary Horine, who were natives of Kentucky, and moved
to Indiana when it was a howling wilderness. They remained some years in this
county and then went to Howard Co, where they remained till they removed to
Grant Co, and soon after returned to Howard, where they lived till their decease.
His father was a physician, and practiced medicine in these counties for more than
forty years : he died at the age of 69 years, his wife at the age of 71 years ; they
were the parents of thirteen children, all living, viz, James H , John A , Ellen B ,
George 3 1 , Harrison D , Thomas J , Samuel 3 1 , Nancy A , Nelson B , Francis 31.,
Elizabeth, Cornelius S. and AVright S. Our subject was reared on the farm, and
at the age of 19, enlisted in Co. F, 34th Ind. Y. I. in 1861. They remained in Camp
Jeffersonville for five months, then were changed to several points in Kentucky,
and were finally ordered to re-enforce the army in the vicinity of Ft. Donelson.
After being on board a vessel for some time, the order was countermanded, and
they were sent to Alissouri. They were engaged in some fourteen of the hardfought battles for the Union, of which we mention those that are recorded on the
flag of the regiment : Riddle's Point (in Alissouri). Grand Gulf (in Louisiana),
Ft. Gibson, Champion Hill, Bolton Station, Black River Ridge, the full siege of
A'icksburg, after which they were sent to 3Iississippi, and were in the last fight at
Jackson, then were sent back to A'icksburg, and from there were sent to New
Orleans, where they remained some time. They went to Brazier's Point, and soon
after had a brush with the rebels at Opelousas, L a , drove them out of town aud
captured their breakfast. From here they were sent to New Iberia, where the regiment veteraned, and soon after was sent home ou thirty days' furlough : afterward
reported at New Orleans, ancl was sent across the gulf to Briar's Island, where they
wintered in 1865 ; thence to Brownsville, Texas, where they remained till February^
1866, when they were mustered out. He returned to Indianapolis. I n d , and
received his discharge Feb. 22, 1866. He labored on the farm for a year or so. and
in that time made a trip to AA'isconsin ; on his return, in the fall of 1867. he began
his trade in AA'est Liberty, I n d , where he remained for awhile, and on account of
failing health took a trip to Kansas, returning the same year and resumed his
trade. He came to Ohio in the fall ofl870. aud was married to Rachel AIcDonald
Jan. 8, 1871.
ENOCH HOFF3IAN, deceased. The subject of this memoir was born in
P e n y C o , P e n n , Sept. 9, 1809, and was a son of Philip and Anna 31. Hoffman,
natives of the above State, where Philip died, after which his wife came to Ohio,
where her remaining days were passed. They were parents of ten children, four
living. Our subject was reared on the farm. and. when old enough, served an
apprenticeship in tanning, which business he followed for forty-three years, and to
within afew vears of his death, which occurred Aug. 23. 1873. Feb. 21,1833, he
was married to Catherine Gilbert, by whom he had five children, three living—
Salome, 3Iinerva and Sarah C : the deceased, Jacob G. and3Iary E. They removed
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to Ohio in 1837, and to West Milton in 1839, which has since been their home.
Mr. Hoffman has been connected with the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church for fortyseven years; he was a leading member and a consistent Christian gentleman.
Mrs. Hoffman is a daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Gilbert, who were born in Pennsylvania, in which they lived and died, he at the age of 82, she when in the 41st year
of her age. They7 were the parents of six children, four living. 3Irs. Hoffman has
been an active worker in the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church fcr many years, and sustains a Christian character above reproach ; she was born Aug. 30, 1812.
TH03IAS JAY, farmer and minister, West 3Iilton; born in 31onroe Township, this county, on the 22d day ofthe l l t h month, 1813; is a son of AA7alter D.
and 3Iary (3Iacey) Jay. His father was born in South Carolina, 15th of 7th month,
1786 ; and his grandfather, John Jay, was probably born in the same State, in the
year 1752, he died the 23d of 4th month, 1829. AAralter D. Jay was married to
3Iary Macey, in Ohio, in 1809 or 1810. Grandfather John Jay first settled in
Warren Co, in which he lived for a short time, then came to 3Iiami Co. and settled
in what is now 3Ionroe Township, in 1804. Walter D, after his marriage, settled
on 100 acres of land, which they improved, cleared up and made their home for
fourteen or fifteen years, after which they moved to an adjoining farm on the west,
where they resided till 1866 or 1867, then removed to the residence of their son-inlaw, Samuel Jones, with whom they resided till their decease. AA'alter Jay was
quite an extensive farmer, and was among the larger landholders of the townsliip.
Thomas remained with his father on the farm until he was 25 years of age. On
the 22d of 4th month, 1840, he was married to Sarah Yount, a daughter of Henry
and Elizabeth Yount; they were from Nortli Carolina, ancl were among the early
pioneers of 3Iontgomery Co.; they were the parents of seven children, six of whom
are living, viz, John, Rebecca, Davis, Enos, Andrew and Sarah ; Jesse, deceased.
Mr. B. was born the 4th of 9th month, 1793 ; his wife, Elizabetii Hoover, was born
on the same day, the same month, and in the same year ; he died in 1863. his wife
in 1871. Before his marriage, Thomas was engaged in milling, which he followed
till 1849, the time of coming on the place where he now resides ; 111 acres was the
size of the farm at the time, but he has added by purchase till he now owns 140
acres of fine land, which is all in a state of good cultivation. He and his wife
were reared in the Friends' Church, ancl he has labored in the ministry for twentyfour years. She was born in 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, the 15th of 4th month, 1819.
In an early day, AA7alter D. forbade the use of intoxicants on his premises ; his logroUings and house-raisings were ever after accomplished without its use. Of six
sons none ever used liquors, tobacco or indulged in profane language.
DANIEL JENKS, farmer: P. O. Laura: vvas born in Rhode Island Alarch
24, 1820 ; he is a son of George aud Alpha Jenks, vvho were born in the same
State, where they were also married ; in 1831, they came to Ohio and settled in
this township ; 3Ir. J , Sr, returned to his native State, in which he died at an advanced age; his mother departed her life in this township when upward of 70
years of age ; they were the parents of four children, two of whom are living—
Reuben and our subject; the deceased are AA'ilson and Labin. Daniel was reared
on the farm, and, although he was only 11 years of age at the time his father came
to Ohio, he had plenty to do iu assisting his father to clear the fann : at the age of
17, he began life for himself; he followed boating on the Ohio and Alississippi
Rivers for several seasons, his route being between Cincinnati and New Orleans ;
after he abandoned the river lie returned to the farm, on which he remained till
1850, when he made a trip to California, via the Isthmus ; in 1852, he returned and
again engaged on the farm, where he lias been occupied since ; he owns 164 acres
of land, which is situated in the extreme northwest of the township : his land is
all in a good state of cultivation, his buildings being second to none. Tn 1852. he
was married to Louisa Cavender. bv whom he has had eight children, five of "whom
are living—Emily, Ellen, Sumner, Labin and Julia ; the deceased are Orville, Clara
and one in infancy. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Jenks are members of the Christian Church,
which thev have been connected with for five years. His brother, Wilson, was a
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member of Co. E, 48th 0 . Y. I , but only served a part of his time, on account of
sickness.
DAA'ID JONES, farmer and miscellaneous laborer"; P. 0 . West 3Iilton. The
task of writing an autobiography is one from which I almost shrink, thinking that
it would not much interest the general reader, and that, being different from a diary
or journal, it seems to savor of egotism. I was satisfied with the authorship of my
townships history: but the kindness and courteous request of the authors of our
county history induces me to write a brief biography of myself. I know, however,
that it will be materially different from that of any other, because I know of none
other who has so closely combined physical and scholastic labor as I have done.
1 was born on the 4th day of October, 1815. An unbroken wilderness, tenanted
by its wild inhabitants, such as deer, wolves, wild turkeys, etc, then, and for many
years after, remained in the west, enabling me to contrast the wild domains of
nature with the beautiful scenes of civilized life. I was the only son, the fifth and
last child of my mother, whose life was taken by a stroke of lightning before I vvas
2 years old. I have no recollection of her. and have often thought I would walk
to the seaside most willingly, if. by so doing. I could have her image painted upon
the tablet of my memory. A step-mother succeeded her, whose memory I honor :
but no one can occupy, in the heart, the place of mother. As soon as old enough.
I was sent to subscription schools, at AA'est Branch, where I learned to read at an
early age. I possessed an almost insatiable thirst for knowledge, and read and
studied every useful book I could get. I read :- Robinson Crusoe'" and the
-• Pilgrim's Progress " when 8 or 9 years old. and was much delighted with them.
Being the oldest son and possessed of excellent health, with much physical vigor:
I was able to bear the mantle of hard labor that descended upon my shoulders in
my 10th year. Aly father's constitution being nearly wrecked by incessant and
excessive labor. I took the plow from his hands, ancl allowed him to follow his
trade of chair-making with more regularity. Having access to an excellent library.
I read the works of great authors, such as Homer, Virgil, AIilton. Pope. Thomson.
Young, Cowper and other poets. I also 'read the works of that intellectual giant,
Dr. Johnson, with great interest: Goldsmith's '• Histoiy ofthe Earth and Animated
N a t u r e " delighted me. The - Spectator" I considered of great value, particularly
Addison's writings. These books, with many others not named. I had read in
part, and with thoroughness, before reaching 15 years of age. From my 10th year
to the close of my minority, I used the ax and maul, or beetle, in clearing, and the
plow in cultivating the soil. Aly mornings, noons, nights and Sundays I mainly
devoted to mental improvement. Even when following the plow I would hold
converse with eminent men (long since dead), tlirough the medium of their writings.
I found delight in felling gigantic trees and all athletic feats, knowing how much
they developed physical manhood. Excellent health, at my present period of life,
is the fruit of ray activity, regularity and temperance during the last half-century.
As remarked, I continued and still combine literature with labor, and find as much
enjoyment from newly acciuired knowledge as I did in my earlier life. After
reaching my majority. I engaged a portion of my time in the teaching of common
schools. Being desirous to travel. I have taken several trips to the South and East.
exploring Alainmoth Cave and ascending Table Rock, on Table Aiountain. 3Iy
limits forbid a description of either of those great wonders of nature. I have seen
Niagara, and heard its terrific thunders. During the political campaign of 1840. I
was engaged in teaching at the mission school in Kansas Territory, the children of
the Indians, who. ten years before, had lived in the northern part of 3Iiami Co.
In the year of 1843. I was married to Eunice, the daughter of Davis AA'. Thayer, a
citizen of this township. Of eleven children, eight are yet living, viz, five sons
and three daughters. Having brought them up to habits of industry, economy
and temperance. I indulge the pleasing hope of seeing them all filling their places
as worthy members of society. Possessing a birthright of membership in the
Society of Friends. I yet recognize good Christians among all the denominations
around me. I consider sacred literature the highest of human studies, and to
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understand the teachings of the Bible in its fullness, the highest of human attainments. In like manner thought the gi'eat Isaac Newton. In conclusion, during
the last sixty years, I have seen the greater part of this county rescued from the
wilderness, and covered with fertile fields, with handsome abodes, schoolhouses,
churches, and a teeming population. I have seen our country's population increase
from eight to nearly fifty millions of people, occupying the highest position among
nations. In view of the grand discoveries in art and science, one may well inquire
what will, or what will not, be discovered next.
ALLEN KELLY, farmer; P. 0. West 3Iilton; born in 1821, in this township ; is a son of Samuel and 3Iahala Kelly ; his father was born in South 31endon, 31ass, about 1796 ; his mother was born on the Ohio River in 1802. ancl was a
daughter of Frederick Yount. Our subject's grandfather, Kelly, was also a native
of 3Iassachusetts, in which he lived and died; his father, when a young man, came
to Ohio, and located in Milton, near which he built a factory, being a machinist bytrade ; he also built the old brick factory in 3Iilton. which stands near thc river,
and is the one that AATilliam Rutledge occupies as a woolen-mill; they were the first
mills built in Milton, but he had operated one which had been previously built, near
where Elam Yount now7 lives. This was the first cotton-mill erected in this section of the State, and for thirty years proved a source of profit. The woolen-mill
was operated by Allen ancl John (his sons), who constructed the machinery by
w7hich wool, in its natural state, vvas converted into cloth, yarn, etc. His father occupied much of his time in building mills, erecting one nortli of 3Iilton, now owned
and operated by Harvy Coppock; he also built a mill in Greenville about I860 :
he removed to Logan Co, Iowa, and at Iowa Falls built a woolen-mill, which he
operated in partnership with his sons, Enos and Leonidas ; 3Ir. Kelly departed
this life in 1870, aged 74 years ; his wife died in 1858, aged about 50 years ; they
were the parents of seven children, of whom four are living, viz, Allen, John, Leonidas, and 3Irs. 3Iary Edwards, widow of Prof. AA7. N. Edwards, late Principal of
the Troy High Schools ; she is teaching the natives in Southern Africa. The deceased are Daniel, Seth and Enos. Our subject's early boyhood days were spent in
various ways, having worked in factory, saw-mill and machine-shop until 1852, at
which time he purchased 100 acres of land, and soon after disposed of it and purchased 70 acres adjoining, on which he resides. In 1846, he was married to Jane
Rutledge, by whom he has had ten children, six of whom are living, viz, AValter,
Samuel, John, Alary, Asa ancl Jennie ; the deceased are AVilliam, Omar J , Anna
and one in infancy. He ancl his estimable wife are members of the Christian
Church of West AIilton. with which they have been connected since 1859 : they
take a deep interest, and are zealous, untiring workers in the cause. 3Irs. K.'s
parents, Richard and Jane Rutledge, were born in England, and emigrated to this
country in 1828, ancl settled in this county in 1836, in which they lived till their
decease ; they were the parents of eight children, of whom only two are left, viz,
William and Jane ; the deceased are 31ary, Anna, Joseph, Richard. John H. and
3Iary.
KELLOGG & JONES, law firm. AVest AIilton. Edward Payson Kellogg, the
senior member, was born Nov. 3, 1830, in Jamaica, AVindhain Co, A't.: came to
Ohio Dec. 6, 1852, and entered upon the profession of civil engineering, for wliich
he was educated; he commenced, in December, 1859, the practice of law in AA'est
AIilton, where he has followed his profession ever since. He married Anna 3Iaria
Nishwitz Oct. 25, 1854, the daughter of George Nishwitz, then a merchant of AVest
AIilton; their children were Frederick Albertus. born Nov. 12, 1855. died April 1T
1859 ; 3Iary Emma, 3Iarch 30, 1858 ; Frances Henrietta. 3Iav20, 1860 : Clara E ,
Nov. 6, 1862; George Nishwitz, Dec. 21, 1864; Charles AVhite. Sept. 23.
1867; Willis Arthur, ^Nov. 3, 1869, and Newton Esta, July 6, 1877. Samuel C. Jones, the junior member of the firm of Kellogg & Jones, vvas born Jan.
21, 1855, in Union Township, Aliami Co, Ohio ; his fatherwas a farmer and reared
a large family of boys, training them to habits of industry-on the farm, but giving
to each a liberal education ; among them are one physician, one lawyer and two
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preachers. Samuel married the eldest daughter of his law partner, and has one
-child, a boy—Victor W„ born Aug. 7, 1879. He was admitted to the bar April
7. 1879.
EUNICE K E N D A L L ; P. 0 . AATest 3Iilton ; she was bom in this township
in December, 1808, and is a daughter of Joseph and Rachel 3IendenhaU, who were
born in Newberry District, S. C , and removed to this county in a very early day.
their trip being made with team and w7agon ; they settled on land in this township,
on which they lived till 3Ir. 31. s decease, which occurred in 1850 in the 78th yrear
of his age : after his death, his wife resided with her daughter, 3Irs. Henry Compton. with whom she lived until her death, which occurred several years after her
husband's, at an advanced age : they were parents of nine children, of whom only
three are left, viz, Rachel, now 3Irs. H. Compton ; Anna ,now 3Irs. 3Iacey, and our
subject; the deceased are Thaddeus, Joseph, 3Iary, Tamar, Lydia and Ruth.
Eunice was united in the holy bonds of matrimony with John Kendall, who was a
native of Ohio ; after tlieir marriage, they settled on 80 acres in Sec. 25, on which
they lived for about fourteen years ; at that time their land was all in the woods,
vvhich they cleared in part and improved, then sold out and purchased SO acres
where she now resides ; 3Ir. K. departed this life aged about 60 years ; they were
the parents of eleven children, of whom eight are living, viz, 3Iary A , now 3Irs. R.
Pearson James ; Thompson : 3Iartha, now7 3Irs. F. Harshbarger ; Isaac, Albert, Cyrus
and AVarren : the deceased are Joseph, John T , and Emanual who was killed iu a
machine shop in Dayton, by the explosion of a boiler; he left a wife and two
children to mourn his untimely deatii ; Airs. K. owns 80 acres of land, wliich is
well improved, and is carried on by her youngest son, Warren, and with him she
makes her home ; she was reared in the good old Quaker Church, in which she has
labored faithfully for almost a lifetime, and is a very exemplary Christian woman :
her father was captured by the Indians, duiing the war of the Revolution, and held
a prisoner for six months ; his whereabouts was subsequently ascertained ; his
father sold his land, and with the money, $350, bought his freedom : with them he
learned the Indian language, which he never forgot, and would recount to his children the experience of a captivity that is always revolting to hearers ; he was only
a lad at the time he w7as captured, and at night a blanket was placed on the ground
and he was laid upon it. another was spread over him, and on each side a dusky
warrior reclined ; thus fastened, escape was impossible.
3IATHIAS KERN, farmer ; P. 0 . AVest 3Iilton ; born in Baden, Germany, in
1831. Is a son of Joseph and Elizabeth Kern, who were born in the same place
in which they lived, died and are buried. 3Ir. Kern was reared on the farm on
which he labored till 1850. the time of his emigration to this country ; he landed
in New York, his voyage occupying forty-two days, and located in Lancaster Co,
P e n n , in which he lived eleven vears. engaged in farming. In 1855, he was marlied to Susanna Douglass, by whom he has had ten children, eight of whom are
living, viz.. Elizabeth, Fanny, Joseph D , Anna. John. Charity, 3Iathias and
Susanna ; Eli ancl Henry, deceased. In 1861, lie came to this county and township, in which he has since lived. He owns 32 acres of land, which is improved
with buildings, orchards, etc.; he previously owned other land, which he sold, and
worked much on leased land, having lived nine years on laud owned by J o h n
Haskett. 3Ir. Kern is a good farmer, and a gentleman who understands his business. He and his wife are members of the Evangelical Church, with which they
have been connected eleven years, 3Ir. Kern having previously been a member of
the Catholic Church, in which he w-as raised; he is a gentleman who is well versed
in church history, and is fully up to the times on all topics of interest. 3Irs.
Kern was born in Lancaster Co, P e n n , in 1834.
ISRAEL KESSLER. farmer ; P. O. Troy ; born in North Carolina in the year
1808 ; is a son of J o h n B. and Susanna Kessler ; his father was probably bora in
Virginia, his mother in the State of North Carolina. His grandfather, Joseph K ,
moved from Virginia to North Carolina, thence to this State, and settled in 3Iontgomery Co. J o h n B , with his family, came at the same time, but remained in the
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above county only a short time, then removed to this county and located on the
extreme west side of 3Ionroe Township, where he lived for a number of years, then
moved to Troy, in which he lived till his decease, which occurred in September,
1867, aged nearly fourscore years ; his mother departed this life in 1850. aged 63
years ; to them ten children were born, five of whom are living, viz, Israel, Rebecca, Elizabeth, Susan and Rachel; the deceased are 31ary, Henry, Catherine.
Anna and Samuel. Our subject was only 3 years of age at the timeofhis father's
removal to Ohio, and, as a matter of fact, young Israel had his full share of the
hardships of pioneer life to endure. Indians were plenty but peaceable, and gave
the settlers no trouble. He remained with his parents on the farm, assisting them
in cultivating it, till he was 22 years of age. On Dec. 2, 1830. he was married to
Ruth Jenkins, by whom he had four children, one living, viz, John Q.: the
deceased are David J , James H. and Ruth. 3Irs. Kessler departed this life in
1837, aged about 24 years. His second marrige was celebrated with 3_argaret E.
Adams, July 24, 1838 ; to them one child was born, viz, Sarah H , deceased. 3Irs.
K. died Sept. 7, 1844, aged 34 years. His third marriage was celebrated with
Eleanor Muny June 24, 1845, by whom he had one child, viz., Alary A. 3Irs.
K. died April 1, 1867, aged about 60 years. His fourth and last marriage was
celebrated with Anna 31. (Smith) Hart 3Iarch 17. 1870. By her union with AAilson C. Hart, Alarch 15, 1849, she had four children, one of whom is living, viz,
Charles L. ; the deceased are Howard, Augusta and 3Iary. 31rs. K. is a daughter
of Lester and Electa Smith, who were born in Connecticut, emigrated to and settled
in 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, from wilich they removed to Troy, where Air. S. died.
3Irs. K. was born Jan. 29, 1827. In 1870, 3Ir. K. came to the place on which he
now resides ; he owns 90 acres of land, which is in a high state of cultivation and
well improved. He and his amiable wife are members of the Christian Church,
with wliich they have been connected about eight years. Both were formerly members of the Presbyterian Church, in which he was a Ruling Elder for thirty years.
They are every-day Christian people, and take a lively interest in the cause of
religion. His paternal great-grandfather, with his brother, emigrated from Germany,
amfupon their arrival in Philadelphia were sold to Pennsylvania planters to pay
their passage, and as Joseph was young, he had to serve three years longer than
common, on account of his inability to do manual labor. His maternal greatgrandfather, Fess, was also born in Gemiany, and the probability is that he was
sold to pay his passage. Jacob Fess. grandfather to our subject, was a soldier
during the Revolutionary war. Grandfather Kessler was robbed of all his property by the British soldiers.
JOHN AV. KESSLER. farmer : P. 0. AVest AIilton : was born in this township
in the year 1836; and his father. Henry, was born in this county in 1811 ; his
mother, Sarene, was born in the State of A7irginia in the year 1S15 : they were
married in 1835, ancl were parents of twelve children, nine of whom are living, viz,
John W , David A , 3Iary A , now 3Irs. Buffington : Susan E , now 3Irs. Pearson :
Thomas J , 3Iichael N , Martin S, Rebecca E,, now 3Irs. Eishart; and Chas. AA'. :
the deceased are James D. ancl two infants ; his father lived a long and eventful
life within a mile of his birthplace, his departure from life occurring Jan. 12,1878 :
his grandparents, both on the maternal and paternal sides, came to Ohio in a very
early day ; Grandfather John Kessler entered, upon his arrival here, about 1.000
acres of land, and soon after returned to his native South, but the love of freedom
ancl the productive soil of Ohio influenced his return to this county, in which he
lived till his decease, which occurred in September. 1866 : he was a very liberal
man, and his vast wealth was generously lavished on worthy institutions, giving to
the 3Iethodist Episcopal Church in Troy about $40,000, and to the Delaware
College about $15,000, besides giving his children good homes and money : hewas
one of the first Justices in the township, and a very prominent man. On 3Iarch
31, 1858, our subject was married to Harriet Puterbaugh ; to.them nine children
have been bom, six of whom are living, viz., Dora 31, Sarah A , George P , Henry
C, Charley L. and Ira 0. ; the deceased are Owen E.. aged 19 years : Lulu 31,
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aged 3 months ; and Anna 31, aged 2 years. After his marriage, he settled on 82
acres, where he has since resided ; he is no political aspirant, but has held some of
the offices of the township ; he is a member of the Christian Church, with which
he has been connected sixteen years, and an exemplary Christian gentleman,
taking a lively interest in the church, ancl a zealous worker in the cause; 3Irs. K.
is a daughter of George Puterbaugh, of Darke Co.
DAVID A. KESSLER, farmer ; P. 0. West 3Iilton ; born in this township in
the year 1839 ; is a son of Henry and Sarena Kessler. Our subject was reared on
his father's farm, where he labored till his 21st year ; in 1859, he was married to
Lydia C. Pearce, by whom he has eight children, all living, viz, Sarah J , now 3Irs.
Lemuel Younce : Gainor H , Charley E , Sarena E , Delia A , David D , 3Iarcellus
and George F.; 3Irs. Kessler is a daughter of Gainor and Jane Peirce ; her mother
is dead, but her father is living and resides in AA'est AIilton, being one of the prominent and influential men of the towmship. After his maniage, 3Ir. Kessler carried
on his father-in-law's farm for eight years : afterward, he purchased 72 acres of
land, on which he now resides : his land is all in a good state of cultivation, and
well improved, being the reward of his industry and good management; in offices,
he has held his full share, having served as Trustee for eight years, and is the present incumbent, and also held the office of School Director for many years. He and
his wife are members of the Christian Church, with which they have been connected for ten years; both are exemplary Christian people: she was born in 1839.
AV. AV. KESSLER. teacher ancl liveryman, AVest AIilton; born in Randolph
Township, Alontgomery Co, in the year 1833 ; is a son of Samuel S. and 31argaret
Kessler ; his father was born in North Carolina in 1804, and, with his parents, came
to Ohio in 1811 and settled in 3Iontgomery Co.: our subject's great-grandfather
vvas born in Switzerland, and was sold to pay his passage; Joseph 31. Kessler, grandfather to AA7. AA7, entered land upon his arrival in Ohio, and lived on it until his
decease, which occurred when at an advanced age ; he was the father of twelve
children, six sons and six daughters, of whom only two are living—Benjamin and
Jonathan. In 1836. Samuel, father of AV. AA7, removed to Aliami Co, purchased
160 acres of land, and lived upon it till 1849 : afterward, he resided in various
places in the county, and finally purchased 72 acres just west of AA7est AIilton, upon
which he lived till his death ; they were the parents of four children, two of whom
are living—AA7m. AA7. and Fannie (now Airs. Axtell) ; the deceased are John and
3Iary ; 3Ir. Kessler departed this life in the 68th year of his age. AA'. AA'.'s early
boyhood days were spent on the farm : he attended, every year, the usual threemonths' school: in the intervals between terms he was employed on the farm, on
which he remained with his father until he attained his majority, when he began
life for himself; he had, while in school, improved his time fitting himself for the
duties of a teacher, and in 1856 he entered upon the profession which he has since
successfully discharged ; in 1878, he stocked a livery barn in AATest AIilton* which
contains a number of fine turnouts, and is attended by his son Frank, who knows
how to conduct an establishment of this kind. His first marriage was celebrated
with Alartha Hale in 1857 ; she was a daughter of Tilly and 3Iary Hale ; to them
two children were born—Frank and Clara ; Airs. Kessler died in 1872. aged 34
years. His second marriage was celebrated in 1874 with Sallie D. AlcCollough, a
daughter of Lysander ancl Eleanor 3IcCollough, who are natives of Baltimore Co,
3IcI; in 1842, they came to Ohio and settled near the falls of Ludlow, but, on
account of the climate, were obliged to return to 3Iaryland. where they now7 reside ;
they are the parents of eight children, seven of whom are living—Sallie. AA'illiam,
Alartha, 3Iaria, Clara, Nellie and Vinton ; the deceased, Frank, spent three years
in AIilton, and while here vvas in the employ of Isaac Hale : in Februaiy, 1878, he
went to Iowa, where lie died very suddenly, the 3Iay following, from cerebro-spinal
meningitis ; his remains were taken to 3Iaryland for intennent; he was 25 years
of age, and universally beloved and respected bv all who knew him.
^AVILLIAAI H. KESSLER, 31. D , AVest AIilton: bora in 3Ionroe Township
Jan. 13, 1839 ; was raised to farm labor until 21 years of age, during vvhich time
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he obtained a good common-school education ; he then attended school two years
in Tippecanoe City, after which he engaged in teaching and the study7 of medicine
until July, 1862. Then he enlisted in the 94th 0 . A 7 .1, and went forward to battle
for the Union, participating in fourteen hard-fought battles ; he was with Sherman
on his march through Georgia to the sea, thence north through the Carolinas and
Richmond to Washington ; after the grand review of the army, he returned to
Camp Dennison and was mustered out as Sergeant in July, 1865. He then commenced the study of medicine with Dr, J e n n i n g s ; in 1869, he entered the Buffalo
Medical College, New York, and in the spring of 1870, graduated from the College of
3Iedicine and Surgery, at Cincinnati; he at once located at AVest 31 ilton, where he
has built up a large and lucrative practice. He manied Lydia A. Crutty in I860.
and has one child. Althea 3 1 , now living.
W I L L I A M B. KESSLER, farmer ; P. 0 . AVest AIilton ; born in 3Iontgomery
Co., Ohio, in the year 1824 ; is a son of Henry and Elizabeth (Hart) Kessler, his
father a native of A7irginia, and his mother of Pennsylvania ; they removed to and
settled in 3Iontgomery Co., in which they lived a number of years, then came to
this county ancl took up their abode for awhile ; removed to near Little Rock, A r k ,
and finally back to Southern Indiana, in which State his mother died, aged about
40 years ; after her death, his father came to this coimty, and lived till his death,
which occurred at the age of 72 or 73 years ; they were parents of six children,
three of whom are living, viz, 3Ielinda, AVm. B. and Henry ; the deceased are
Joseph, J o h n and Cyrus ; his father's first marriage was with a Aliss Fetten. by
whom he had four children, three living, v i z , Nancy, Lucinda and Sarah ; Alary
deceased ; his third marriage was celebrated with Elizabeth Rublia, by whom he
had one child, Amanda ; his fourth marriage was with Nancy Robinson, by whom
he had one child, a son, Franklin. Our subject was reared on the farm, on which
he labored until he was 19 years of age, at which time he was in Indiana, but
returaed to this county and worked as a hand on the farm for about four years,
after which he leamed the shoemaker's trade, which he followed for several years.
I n 1846, he was married to 3Iary Albaugh ; they had eight children, seven of whom
are living, v i z , Clara, Calvin, Cyrus, AValter, Aaron, AA'illiam and Samuel; Susanna,
deceased. After his marriage, he continued at his trade, and, in a small way, did
something at farming. In 1847, he came to the place on which he now resides ; it
was only partly improved but, by7 dint of hard labor, he has cleared up and subdued his land, besides erecting good, comfortable ancl substantial buildings ; he
also owns the old Albaugh homestead, wrhich contains 80 acres ; this, in connection with the other, makes him the possessor of 182^-^ acres of fine land ; his wife
is a daughter of Samuel and Anna Albaugh, who were among the early pioneers
of this county ; 3Ir. Kessler is one of our self-made men, having begun life emptyhanded, and, with slight assistance, he has by energy and frugality, combined with
good management, amassed a fine property, the fruit of honest toil. 3Irs. K. is a
member of the Christian Church, and an exemplary Christian woman.
SAMUEL KESSLER, deceased ; was born in South Carolina in 1804, and removed with his parents to Miami Co. in 1809 ; his father, Joseph Kessler, was born
in Pennsylvania, as was his wife; they emigrated to South Carolina, and soon after
to Ohio, as above stated ; they were the parents of eleven children, of whom only
two are living, viz, Benjamin and Jonathan. For sixty-six years our subject continuously lived in this county, and, when not actively engaged in manual labor,
gave the farm his supervision ; he was not a very robust man, but bore all the ills
of the flesh, and the hardships incident to pioneer life, vvith heroism ; at the advanced age of 68 years he was gathered to his fathers, having lived a well-spent
life, and leaving to the surviving members of his family a memory that will ever be
cherished. H e married, 3Iay 21, 1829, Margaret (Porter) Siler, a daughter of James
and Anna Porter, natives of Tennessee, who removed to Ohio in 1808 or 1809 ;
3Ir. Porter died in St. Joe, M o , aged 63 years ; 3Irs. Porter departed this life in
Miami Co., aged 51 years ; they were the parents of nine children, who lived to
grow up to man's and woman's estate : of these only five are left, viz, John, Alex-
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ander, Adeline, 3Iartha and Margaret. To the union of 3Ir. and Mrs. Kessler four
children were' given, of whom two are living, viz, William and Frances ; the deceased are Mary (3Irs. Hickman) and J o h n H. 3Irs. Kessler was previously married to Henry Siler in October, 1826; to this marriage one child was given, viz,
Maria, now 3Irs. AVilliam Hall ; 3Ir. Siler was born in 1804 and died in 1827 ; Mrs
Kessler was born in 1806. Frances was united in marriage with Samuel P. AxteU,
Auo-. 10,1875 ; to their union two children have been given, viz, Leo Ray, born Dec.
29 1877. and Thomas 3Iaurice, born 3Iarch 10, 1879. 3Ir. Axtell was bom July
14 1846; 31 rs. Axtell was born Jan. 26,1848. 3Irs. Hickman left an infant child,
3Iary J , who was adopted by her grandmother, 3Irs. Kessler, and has lived with her
ever since.
13IOS K L E P I N G E R . farmer and carpenter: P. 0 . West 3Iilton; born in 3Ionto-oraery Co, Ohio, in the vear 1831 ; is a son of John and Elizabeth (Boyer) Klepinger : his father was born in Pennsylvania, his mother in Virginia. 3Ir. J o h n Klepinger
with his parents, came to Ohio and settled in the above county in 1808, in which they
now reside ; they were parents of nine children, all living, viz, Amos, Frank, Newton Samuel, Harvy. Oliver. John, 3Iatilda and Harriet. Amos was reared on the
farm, and remained with his father till he was 18 years old, then began leaming the
carpenter's trade, which he followed extensively for about seven years, then took
up farming again. In 1853, he was married to 3Iagdalene Ruse, by whom he has
had ten cnildren, nine of whom are living, viz, Charley 31, Sarah B , John C,
Frank R , Cynthia A , Jesse T , Cora E , Jeannette and 31ary; Clara deceased. In
1864, he purchased 80 acres of land, on which he now resides, and has since added
by purchase, till now he owns 95 acres, which is all in a good state of cultivation
and fairly improved: he has paid considerable attention to his trade, and many
fine buildings bear witness to his skill ; 31 r. Klepinger is one of our self-made men,
having begun life without capital, and with only slight assistance he has made a
o-ood home and is surrounded by all the comforts of life. He and his wife are
members of the German Baptist Church, with which they have been connected
upward of twenty years ; both are exemplary people, and are much interested in
he cause of Christ. The parents of 3Irs. Klepinge,r John and Sarah Ruse, are
deceased; thev were parents of eight living children viz, Elizabeth, Eve, Lydia,
Jesse, Susan. Marv, Phoebe and 3Iagdaleue.
H A R V E Y K L E P I N G E R . farmer ; P. 0 . Potsdam ; born in Alontgomery Co,
Ohio, in the year 1842 : is a son of J o h n ancl Elizabeth Klepinger ; he was born in
the State of ^Pennsylvania, she in 3Iaryland. They emigrated to and settled in
3Iontgomery Co, in which they now live. He was born in the year 1802, she
abouflSlOr They were parents of nine children, all living, viz., Amos, Franklin.
Newton, 3Iatilda, H. A , Samuel, Harvey, J o h n and Oliver. Harvey was reared on
the farm, on which he labored until he obtained his majority, after which he began
life on his own responsibility and engaged in farming. He was a member of Co. K,
179th O. Y. I , serving till the close ofthe war ; discharged in 1865. In 1870, he
was married to S a r a f / j . Hyer. by whom he has had four children, viz, Hattie 31,
William A , Dora B. and Rollin.' In 1872, he moved to the place where he now
resides. He owns 80 acres of land, which is all in fine condition, and well improved.
His education was received in the district schools, in which he fitted himself to
discharge the duties which attach to life. His estimable wife is a member of the
GermarTBaptist Church, and is a daughter of 3Ioses and Rebecca (Stoner) Hyer,
who reside in 3Iontgomery Co. They are the parents of four children, three of
whom are living, viz, Amos, Sarah J . and Susanna; Willis, deceased. His wife
was born in 1850.
J A C O B KREIDER, farmer ; P. O. Potsdam ; born in Lebanon Co, Penn., m
the year 1836 ; is a son of Peter and Catherine Kreider, who were natives of Pennsylvania, in which thev lived. His father died in 1844, aged 42 years ; his mother
was born in 1808 and'is still living, as, also, is her mother, who is 90 years of age.
They were the parents of eight children, four of whom are living, viz, Jacob, Joseph,
Catherine and Eliza; the deceased are Sarah, 3Iary, Henry, and one in infancy.

838

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

Our subject was reared on the farm in Pennsylvania, where he labored till he was
19 years of age, at which time he removed to 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, where he
lived two years, employed on the farm as a "hand ;" he then came to this county.
and engaged in farming on his own responsibility. In 1859. he married Elizabeth,
Hoke, by whom he had three children, viz, Susanna and Alary (twins) and Elias.
3Irs. Kreider departed this life in 1862, aged 25 years. His second marriage was
celebrated with Eliza Spitler. Nov. 14, 1865, by whom lie has had five children.
viz, Willie, Cora E , Ollie E , Lola B. and Charley. 3Irs. Kreider is a daughter of
the well-known John Spitler, whose sketch appears in this work. Air. Kreider has
followed the fortunes of the farm all his life, ancl for twenty years has resided in
this county ; he owns 75 acres of land, which is all in a good state of cultivation.
and handsomely- improved with more than ordinary buildings. He is one of our
self-made men, in the broadest sense which the term implies, having begun life with
only small capital. He invested in a steam saw-mill, which was destroyed by fireinvolving him,in a loss of $2,000. His fann and stock are the fruit of his own
hard labor and good management.
BENJA3lfN LANGSTON. farmer; P. O. AA'est AIilton ; born on the place on
which he now lives Jan. 16, 1829 ; is a son of Leonard ancl Frances (Christ) Langston ; his early boyhood days were spent on the farm, but his father paid rather
more attention to educating his children than was common with early settlers :
April 11, 1848, he left home to learn the carpenter's trade, his worldly possessions
consisting of two suits of home-spun and 25 cents in money : he labored hard
at his trade during the summer, and when winter drew her icy curtains round.
and the shivering blasts of the north wind whistled through the chinks of the old
log schoolhouse, Benjamin occupied a seat therein, and strove with might and main
to penetrate the misty depths of knowledge, which was so difficult to delve down
into in those days ; in 3Iarcli, 1850, he began practicing his trade on his own
account, which he continued in until 3Iarch, 1851. 3Iarch 29 of the same year, he
was married to Rebecca Wheelock. a daughter of Lyman AA'heelock. an old settler..
who died Nov. 25, 1850 : our subject has adopted and reared one daughter—
Rosella; also adopted ancl partially reared four others, viz, John AArestfall, E. G.
Langston, 31. Pearson, deceased, and Geo. AA7. Beck : the latter, however, onlv
remained with him from his 16th year until lie was 19 years old : 3Ir. Langston
worked on leased land till 3Iarch. 1853, at which time he purchased the old homestead farm for the sum of $2,300, paying 81.000 down : here he remained until
August, 1860, when he sold his personal effects, moved to the Brush Creek settlement and, during the years 1861,1862 and 1863. worked at his trade and discharged
the duties of some ofthe township offices ; in November. 1863, he returned to his
farm, and 3Iay 2, 1864, was called on by Gov7. Brough to accept a Second Lieutenantcy in Co, D, 147 O. N. G, which was soon transfen-ed to the scenes of war. and
placed in charge of Fort Ethan Allen, which was situated in Virginia, near Washington ; his regiment participated in the battle before Fort Stevens, July 12, 1864 ;
his time was occupied in usual garrison duty style, having charge of the company
a portion of the time ; he was mustered out at Camp Dennison. Aug. 30, 1864 ;
the home-guard companies were continued, of one of which he was elected Captain
in July, 1865 ; he was mustered from the service of the State 3Iav 2. 1866. by
proclamation of the Adjutant General of Ohio, thus ending his military career.
Upon his return home he resumed his labors on the farm ; he owns 83 acres of land.
which is finely improved and in a high stete of cultivation ; Oct. 8, 1878, he was
elected one of the County Infirmary Directors, which position he now holds : he
and his estimable wife have been members of the Christian Church since August,
1851, and are exemplary Christian people ; he is, and has been, an earnest worker
in the cause of Sabbath schools, as well as a powerful champion in the cause of
temperance ; he has been remarkably healthy, never paying but $2 to a physician,
with the exception of one case—a chronic complaint, which was completely eradicated by Dr. A. E. Duncan, of Yellow Springs ; 3Ir. Langston has traveled exten-
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sively, having been over eleven different States, and visited many of the laro-e
cities in the Union.
DAVID LANGSTON, farmer; P. 0. AVest AIilton: born in this township
Aug. 16,1834 ; is a son of Leonard and Frances (Christ) Langston : his father was
born in Georgia, his mother in 31aryland ; they came to Ohio in 1807, and left
their native home in a two-wheeled vehicle, but, while crossing the mountains, the
cart broke down, which necessitated its abandonment; their earthly effects, were
transferred to the backs of their steeds, as were also grandmother and the children,
who were unable to endure the fatigue of travel, while grandfather, rifle in hand,
made the entire journey on foot; they first settled in Preble Co, in which thev7
lived for awhile, then removed to this township, in which he entered 160 acres of
land in Sec. 17 : while on a return trip to Preble Co, the wolves made a raid on
his flock of sheep, and devoured every one ; they were the second lot of sheep
brought to the township : a 31 r. Duncan had brought a few previously ; he
moved his family into a cabin, and began the great labor of clearing : he was
without means, having spent the last shilling for tobacco, when lie crossed the
Ohio River; his rifle was his support, supplying both food and raiment : he was a
great hunter, and the crack of his rifle was never heard but what some inhabitant
of the forest would tall a victim to his prowess and unerring aim. They were the
parents of eight children, seven daughters aud a son. Grandfather L. died in the
spring of 1840. aged 60 years : his wife died at the advanced age of 96 years ; to
her descendants she used to describe scenes of the Revolutionary war, in which
she had carried water to the famished soldiers who were worn with fatigue,
or the more unfortunate ones who were burning with fever, caused either by
gaping wounds or the malaria which arose from pestilential swamps. Peace be
to the ashes of these veteran pioneers. They have clone a good work; like the
gladiators of the arena, they bared their arms for the conflict, ancl, with measured strokes, hewed tlieir way into the heart of a wilderness, in whose winding
labyrinths perils of every nature met them at each advancing step. David's
father is living, ancl resides iu Darke Co.: they are the parents of ten children, of
whom all are living but one. Leonard: the living are Benjamin N, John C,
Alartha. David. Henry C, Alary A, Hannali E , Jesse S. and Parolee : Leonard
was a member of the 8th O. A'. C, and was one of the daring ancl successful spies
and scouts of the Union forces, who did so much for the success of our armies : he
was frequently with the enemy in disguise and was one of them, so far as he could
further his purpose. In one instance, he was taken prisoner by our own men. and
would have suffered death, had not his brother recognized him: the blood of the
boys was up. and they would listen to no explanation he might make, thinking
they had caught a spy. ancl were bound to have an execution ; he passed through
every danger incident to his calling, and was. in November. 1864. decoyed by a
company of the enemy who were dressed in blue uniform, and flying the stars and
stripes; upon discovering their true character, he refused to surrender, knowing
death would be his portion if he did. made the attempt to cut his way out. and,
after slaying their Captain aud others of the party, he himself was shot, ancl soon
after died from the effects of the terrible wounds he received. His remains were
brought home and interred in the cemetery on Greenville Creek. Our subject was
drilled for two years in the Covington Blues, after whieh he was appointed drillmaster in the l l t h Ohio, assigned to Co. K. and given a Sergeant's commission. He
was afterward 2d Lieutenant of Co. B. 110th (5. Y. I , ancl still later was promoted
to 1st Lieutenant, which he held till sickness compelled his resignation. AVord of
his decease was taken to his regiment. The Chaplain summoned the boys, and
David's funeral sermon vvas preached in good earnest. L'pou his return to health,
he w-as given the commission of a 1st Lieutenant, in Co. G. 147th Regiment, 100-day
men. in which he served his time : he was in the engagement at Ft. Stevens ; the
commanding officer was suddenly taken sick (?), and the command devolved upon
David : he was discharged from the service of his country iu September. 1864. His
first marriage was celebrated with Rachel Hver. in Alarch. 1857. bv whom he had
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one child, viz, Daniel W. Mrs. Langston died Jan. 2,1860. His second marriage
was celebrated with Lucy Slade, April 7, 1864. He owns 26 acres of land, which
is in a good state of cultivation and well improved. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Langston belong
to the Christian Church. Four of his brothers were in the army duiing the late
war; John was Captain of Co. E, l l t h 0. V. I. afterward Captain of Co. B, 44th
O. V. I , and was mounted at Lewisburg May 23, 1862. Benjamin vvas 1st Lieutenant of Co. D, 147th Regiment, 100-day men. Henry was a member of Co. D,
147th 0. N. G, and Jesse served three years in the 110th.
BENJAMIN LONGANECKER, farmer; P. 0. Potsdam ; he was born in
what is now Juniata Co, Penn, in 1817 ; his parents, Henry and Anna (Hart)
Longanecker, vyere also born in the same State ; there they were married, and in
the year 1834, removed to and settled in Newton Township, this county, on 160
acres of land, on which they resided till their decease ; his father died Oct. 1, 1872,
aged 81 years 3 months and 11 days ; his mother departed this life Dec. 25, 1863.
aged 69 years 11 months and 14 days ; they were parents often children, seven of
whom are living, viz, Benjamin, David, Henry, Sarah, Anna, Fanny and Susan ;
the deceased are Esther, Isaac and Elizabeth. Our subject wras reared on the farm,
assisting in its cultivation until he wTas 24 years of age, ancl then began learning
the smith's trade, which he followed about twelve years. Dec. 13, 1838, he was
married to Rebecca Welbaum ; they have had six cliildren, five of whom are living.
viz, Sarah A , Jeremiah, Samuel, Joseph and Henry (twins); one died in infancy ;
Mrs. Longanecker departed this life July 26,1848, aged 31 years 6 months and
9 days. His second marriage was celebrated with 31agdalene Welbaum, April 4,
1850*; they have eight children, viz, Caroline, Susanna, Ephraim, Davis, Ezra,
Harvey, Ella and Willie; 3Irs. Longanecker was born Nov. 1, 1825, and is a
daughter of Abraham Welbaum, who came from Pennsylvania and settled here at
an early day ; he died Sept. 24, 1863, aged 60 years 6 months and 12 days ;
her mother, Rebecca, is now the wife of Emanuel 3Iartin ; to 3Irs. L.'s. parents
eleven children were born, eight of whom are living—3Iagdalene, Lydia, Fanny,
Eve, WiUiam, Joseph; Levi and Rebecca ; the deceased are Barbara, Obadiah and
Amos ; his first wife was a daughter of Charles and Elizabeth Welbaum, whose
sketch appears in this work under the head of Jacob Welbaum ; after he abandoned
the shop, he settled on the place on which he now resides, which was in 3Iarch.
1856 ; he owns 310 acres of land, 70 of which is situated in Newberry Township ;
the land is all in a good state of cultivation and well improved ; his buildings on
the home farm are of more than ordinary character; a large house and commodious
bam, with their pleasant surroundings, make his home a very attractive place ; he has
held some of the offices of the township, of which we mention School Director.
Supervisor, etc. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Longanecker are members of the German Baptist
Church, he having been connected with it for a period of forty years, and is one of
the Deacons of the church ; she has been a member for twenty-six years ; both are
Christian people and take great interest in the welfare ofthe church ; his children—
Joseph, Henry, Sarah, Caroline and Susanna—belong to the same church; Samuel
is a minister in the Christian Church and resides in Frederickstown, this county.
W. J. 3IAST, dealer in lightning rods, West 3Iilton; was born in 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, Feb. 13, 1825 ; his father Absalom Mast, vvas born in Randolph
Co., N. C, in 1796. David Mast, father of Absalom, was probably born in Lancaster Co, Penn, in 1761, and remov-ed with his parents to the Newberry District.
N. C, where he was reared, and from which he removed to Ohio in the spring of
1831. They were parents of the following children, all deceased, viz. Obedience
(Mrs. John Quilling, who gave birth to the first white child born north of Dayton),
Rebecca (31rs. David She-ts), Sarah (3Irs. Solomon Waymire), Nancy (3Irs. Yount)
and Absalom.' The latter was married to 31 ary Johnn, of 3Iontgomery Co, in
the year 1818, by whom he had ten children, six of whom, are living, viz, Elizabeth,
Johnson P , Wesley J , Cynthia A , Asher C. and Mary J. The deceased are Harriet,
David, Madison and Arabella. Mary Johnn, wife of Absalom Mast, was born
in Lancaster Co, Penn, in 1799, and with her parents came to Ohio and settled on
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Wolf Creek, in 3Iontgomery Co, in 1810 ; she died Aug. 23, 1846. In an early
day. Absalom 31ast had command of a Light Horse Company, of w7hich he was
Captain. He vvas a good horseman and a lover of the equine race. He died at
the residence of his son, Asher C, Dec. 15, 1877. Our subject was reared o n t h e
form, laboring for his father till his 21st year, when he opened a hotel in West
31 ilton, which he conducted for ten years, after which he dealt extensively in stock,
ancl was also proprietor of a livery stable. In 1859, he abandoned these pursuits
and turned his attention to the lightning-rod business, and since 1870 has given
his full attention to this business. July 7,1847, hewas niarried to Sarah, daughter
of Burrell Pickering. They have four children, Josephine (now 3Irs. Will H.
Frink), Georgiana (now Airs. Benson 3Iote). Fordney ancl Lewis L.)
ELIZ A L E N D E N H A L L , retired, West 3Iilton : born in A'irginia in the year
1809 ; is a daughter of John and Elizabeth Garber. Her father was born in the
State of Pennsylvania ; her mother in 3Iaryland ; they removed to and settled in
Ohio, in which State they lived till their decease ; he died at the age of 76 years,
she in the 74th year of her age. They were parents of seven children, four of whom
are living, viz.. Jacob, who resides in 31enard Co, 111.; Nancy ; 3Iary, now 3Irs.
31oshier; and our subject. The deceased are Christian. Catherine 3IcCool nee
Garber. and one in infancy. Her grandfather was born in Germany, and was 3
years old when his parents came to this countiy. 3Irs. 3Iendenhall has been twice
married ; first, to David Syler. in 1829. by whom she had four children, two of
whom are living, viz, 3Iilton and Susan : the deceased are John and Joseph. 3Ir.
Syler departed this life in 1835, aged 34 years. Her second marriage was celebrated with Thaddeus 3Iendenhall in 1840. To them four children were born, one
of whom is living, viz, Priscilla: the deceased are Angeline, Thaddeus and Emily.
Air. Alendenhall died in 1846, aged 45 years ; was born in North Carolina in 1801.
and is connected with the Alendenhalls whose very interesting sketch appears in
this work. 3Iary Garber was married to David Pearson in 1838. by whom she had
one child—3Iilton, deceased. 3Ir. Pearson died July 12, 1840, aged 24 years.
Her second marriage was celebrated, in 1844. with Peter 3Ioshier : to them five
children were born, all of them deceased, viz, AVilliam. Eliza A , Alary C , Elmira
ancl Elizabeth. Eliza and Nancy are members of the Christian Church, of more
than 30 years' standing, and are exemplary Christian ladies, taking much interest
in the cause. Their sister, 3Iary, is a member ofthe 3Iethodist Epfscopal Church, and,
like her sisters, has been a long worker in the vineyard of the Lord. 31rs. 3Iendenhall owns 764- acres of land, all well improved, thus making her a comfortable home
in which to enjoy her declining years. Her sisters. Nancy and 3Iary, were burned
out on the 10th of April, 1880. They are now erecting a new home on the site of
the old one. Alary was born in A'irginia in 1815 ; Nancy, her sister, in the same
State in the year 1812.
JACOB T. 3IILES, physician and surgeon. Laura; born in Newton Township in
the year 1845 ; is a son of AVade and Alary Miles. His fatherwas born in this county,
his mother in the State of Indiana ; his father died in 1855. aged 35 or 36 years; his
mother was born about the same year, and departed this life at the age of 30 years ;
They were the parents of eight children, of whom five are living, viz, Abijah W ,
Sarah, Charity. Arachti and Jacob T.; the deceased are Jane. Naomi, and one in
infancy. His boyhood days were spent on the farm ; and, at the age of 18, he
enlisted in Co. K. of the 86th O. Y. I. ; his regiment was in the Army of the Tennessee, under Burnside's command. AA'hile on a scout in AVestern A'irginia, he
received a wound in the right knee, which deprives the Doctor of the free use of his
limb ; he also lost one eye while in the service, from thc effects of small-pox ; after
his return home, he studied ancl taught school until 1870. at which time he began
the study of medicine under Dr. A. E. Duncan, who is a very able physician ; under
his instructions lie read medicine four years, then entered the Cincinnati College
of Aledicine and Surgery, studying in the classes of 1873-74 and graduating from
the class of 1875 ; he returned to Laura, in which place he began the practice of
medicine, since when he has built up a large and increasing practice.
His
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m a m a g e vvith Susan Coate was celebrated in 1873, by whom he has had two children.
viz., Harry L. and Mary R. 3Irs. 3Iiles is a daughter of Elijah Coate, who was
bora in this county, in which he lived until 1860, then removed to Indiana, where
he has labored much in the ministry. 3Irs. 31. is an exemplary raember of the
Christian Church, and a consistent Christian woman.
DAVID 3IILLER, former ; P. 0 . West AIilton ; he was born in Alontgomery
Co. in 1813, and is a son of 3Iichael and Sarah Aliller ; his fatherwas born close
to the Pennsylvania and 3Iaryland line ; his mother was reared in Clermont Co,
Ohio ; 3Iichael, with his parents, went to Kentucky when he was only 10 years
old, in which State they remained seven years, then crossed the river and took up
their abode in Clermont Co., in which they lived some time : they then went to
Montgomery Co, Ohio, in which they lived till their decease; his father died at
the age of 74, his mother, when 46 years of age ; they were the parents of twelve
children, nine of whom are living, viz, John, David, Jacob, 3Iichael, Daniel. Abraham, Benjamin, Andrew ancl Aaron ; the deceased are Joseph. 3Iary and Nancy :
by his second mariage. with Elizabeth Brumbaugh, he had ten children, six of
whom are living, viz, Emanual. Sarah, Elizabeth, Isaac, Esther and Solomon ; the
deceased are Catherine, Susan. Lydia and Samuel. AVhen the old homestead was
sold, eighteen children and one son-in-law were present. Our subject was reared
on the farm, on which he labored until he was of age, at which time he began life
for himself, and worked as a clay laborer, in which way he made enough to purchase the land whereon he now resides. In 1839. he married Nancy Longanecker :
to them ten children were born, nine of whom are living, viz, Sarali E , John A ,
3Iary A , Frances. 3Iichael. Samuel. Alahala. Isaac and Catherine, and David,
deceased; Airs. Aliller died in 1862, aged 43years 8 months and 14 days. His
second marriage was celebrated with Elizabeth Falknor in 1862. who died in 1877.
when upward of 60 years of age. His third marriage was celebrated with Catherine Bowser in 1877 ; in 1840, he settled on the place on which he now resides, and
at that time his land was all in the woods ; he has made it what it is, a beautiful
place, well cultivated ancl improved : Air. Aliller began the struggle with the world
empty handed and from his father's estate received only a small portion : he and
his wife are members of the German Baptist Church, with vvhich they have been
connected many years, and are every-day Christian people. His deceased wives
were also members of the same denomination, and died relying fully upon the
promises of tlieir blessed Savior ; his children. Jolm. Sarali E , Alary A. and
Alichael, are also members of the sarae church, which affords tlieir aged father
much satisfaction. Airs. Aliller wasbom 31 ay 12. 1816 : she is a daughter of John
and Anna L o n g ; he died in 1870. she in Pennsylvania, in the year 1825 ; they
were the parents of seven children, four living, viz, Peter. Abraham. Elizabeth and
Catherine; the deceased are David. Isaac and John. Airs. Al. was married to
Henry Bowser, in 1836. by whom she had six children, viz. Alary. Elizabeth. John.
Catherine. Alatilda and AVilliam ; Air. Bowser died in 1874. aged 64 years 1 month
and 15 days ; he was born in 1810 : all of her children are members of the German
Baptist Church.
J O H N A. AIILLER. former ; P. O. AVest AIilton : born in this township in the
year 1844 ; is a son of David Miller, whose sketch appears in this work. He was
reared on the farm, on which he labored for his father till his 21st year, when he
began life for himself, ancl continued farming on leased land. He lived on the
farm belonging to D. 31. Coat for fifteen years. In 1864. he was married to Sarah
J . Fortner, by whom he has had nine cliildren. seven of whom are living, viz,
Mary B , Charles, Ella, Alaggie, Harry. Claude and Loren : the deceased are Laura,
aged 7 months, and Anna, at about the same age. 3lrs. AI. is a daughter of John
and Elizabeth Fortner, who were among the early settlers of this county ; both
deceased. She was born here in 1844. They are members ofthe German Baptist
Church, with which they have been connected twelve years, and are consistent
Christian people, and endeavor to discharge every Christian duty.
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J O H N H. 3IILLER, farmer and thresher; P. 0 . AVest Milton; b o m in Berkeley
C o , Va., in 1823 ; is a son of Zachariah and Alary Miller, who were bom in the
same State in which they were mamed. In 1835, they emigrated to Ohio, and
settled in this township, in which they made a permanent home. H e is stiU livin^
a t the advanced age of 79 years ; his mother departed this life in 1863,^ aged 62 or
63 years. They were parents of five children, all living, v i z , J o h n H , Elizabeth
J , Jacob, 3Iaria and George N. ; John H. was reared on the farm, his early boyhood clays being spent in a manner incident to youth, remaining with his father
until he attained his majority, after which he engaged in cabinet-making, which he
followed for awhile. His health becoming poor he abandoned the work, and began
•carpentering, which he followed seven years. I n 1852, he was married to 3Iaria
A. Penuel, by whom he had two children, one living, viz, 3Iary F . ; Jennie,
deceased. 3Irs. 31. is a daughter of Hugh and Rachel Penuel, who were residents
of Cass Co. In the winter of 1852, he came to the place on which he now resides :
he owns 77 acres of good land, on which are erected excellent buildings. He has
been extensively engaged in thrashing for a number of Years, and is the oldest
thresher in the county, having followed it for thirty years, always giving his
patrons satisfaction, by doing a No. 1 job. He and his wife have been members
of the Christian Church for twenty years. Airs. 31. was born in Ohio in the year
1830. Their daughter. Alary F , is the wife of George AV. Beck, who resides near,
and is one of the educators of the county.
J A C O B 3IILLER, undertaker, and dealer in furniture West AIilton, ; is
another of the old settlers of 3Iiami Co. : he was born in Arirginia, in 1826, and
is a son of Zachariah Aliller, who is a native of the same State, and was born in
1801 : he removed to this county with his family in the fall of the year 1832, and
is yet a resident of the county. His wife was born in 1802 and departed this life
in the year of our Lord 1866 ; they were the parents of five children, who are all
living. Our subject's boyhood days were spent on the form, where he assisted his
fatiier in cultivating it until his 20th year, when he began to serve an apprenticeship in the carpenter trade in this village : he labored twelve years here, and then
returned to the farm after his mother's death, so as to make his father a home ;
here he remained for twelve years, when he returned to AA'est AIilton and engaged
in the manufacturing of furniture ; in connection, he does a general undertaking
trade : his business relations in Aliami Co. cover a period of forty years, and by
fair dealing he has won the confidence of the people, vvho give him a liberal patronage. His tirst marriage was celebrated with Sarah AA'erts in 1848 : they have one
child, viz, Anna AI, now 3Irs. A. J . Pearson : Airs. Miller departed this life in
1853. aged about 30 years. Air. Miller's second marriage was celebrated with
Alary Penuel in 1855 : two children are the fruits of their union, viz, Ida 31. and
Edgar P. ; the former deceased, aged IS months. He owns 60 acres of fine land in
the country, which is in a good state of cultivation : also owns a fine property in
the village of West AIilton. He and his amiable wife are members of the Christian Church of fifteen years" standing.
HENRY II. 3IORSE. former-/'P. 0 . AVest AIilton: born in Bennington Co,
A't, in 1815 : is a son of John and Abigail (Himes) Alorse ; the former was born
in the State of Connecticut, and removed with his father. Noah Alorse. to A'ermont,
iu a very early day. Jedidiah. a brother of Noah, was the author of the first
school geography, and the electrician S. F. B. Alorse was a relative of our subject.
His parents made A'ermont their home : there thev reared their family : there they
died. and there their bodies were consigned to the tomb : his mother lived to see
fourscore and ten years ; they were the parents of ten children, of whom only
three are left, viz., Nancy. Daniel and Henry : the rest died of consumption, as
did tlieir father. Henry's boyhood days were spent on the farm, assisting in its
cultivation ; he grappled with the heavy tasks to be found : in 1850, he removed
to 3Iontgomeiy Co, Ohio, where he engaged in school-teaching, iu the vicinity of
Dayton : here he labored for some years, after which he moved to 3Ionroe Township, in Darke Co, where he purchased 120 acres of land, on which he lived for
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ten or eleven years, and taught two terms of school in 3Iiami Co.; selling this land r
he removed to the place where he now resides, in 1862 ; lie has 108 acres of land,
which is all in a fine state of cultivation, with good buildings erected thereon. In
the year 1841, he married Miss Catherine, a daughter of Jacob Laruse. who was a
resident of Montgomery Co. To the union of 3Ir. and 3Irs. 3Iorse six children
have been given, viz., Aldeba, 3Iary, Clara. Alice, Minerva and Laura.
3Ir. 3I.is
one of our self-made men, having begun life empty-handed, but by industry ancl
good management, coupled with frugality, he has accomplished the great object in
life—made a good home—and is now enjoying the shades of retirement.
L U K E SMITH MOTE, farmer ; P. 0 . West Milton; was born Aug. 21, 1812.
in Randolph Township, 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio ; his parents were David Mote and
Miriam (3Iendenhall) 3Iote ; they settled first in 3Iontgomery Co. in 1811, but in
1822 moved to 31iami Co. Persons bearing the surname 3Iote (more correctly
Motte) and those in maniage connection with the family, were numerically large,
and bore a conspicuous part among the first settlers in LTnion Township, 3Iiami
Co., Ohio, not only in clearing out farms in the forest, but also in making up its
first church and civil organizations; the first emigrants of this name came over
from England, near London, to Pennsylvania, soon after its first settlement: they
were three brothers, John, Jonathan and William : John went into the Southern
States, and settled in Northern Georgia ; AVilliam died of small-pox while in service of the Colonial army (unmanied) ; Jonathan remained in Pennsylvania, livng in Chester Co.; the early settlers in this township bearing the family name,
were his descendants : his son David, who married Dorcas Nichols, also remov-ed
to the South, and settled in Columbia Co, Ga.: they had ten children born t o
them, six sons and four daughters ; their names and relative ages are as follows :
iMargaret, David, Rachel, Jonathan, Alary. William, John, Jeremiah. Dorcas and
Jesse ; all reached adult age (except Dorcas, who died in childhood), and were
married and raised up families (except David, who died in his 27th year) ; David
Mote, Sr, aforesaid, or Grandfather David, as he was called, lived most of his days
on the borders of civilization, where much wild game abounded, and therefore
became very expert in the use of the rifle ; he mentioned, among other items of
his experience in hunting, that he had killed two deer at a shot thirteen times.
and twice he had killed three ; this expertness in the use of the rifle was apparently handed down to some of his descendants, a few of whom delighted in
the chase, and could number the slain of the wild herds of the forests by the
score, and even hundreds ; in person, he was of medium height, of square and
rather heavy build, thoughful and given to taciturnity ; he and his wife accompanied their children when they came to Ohio in 1802 ; his mental and physical faculties were little impaired as ripe age advanced, his step being elastic and his eyesight clear up to the close of life ; he died at his son John's, of gastritis, on the
4th of 31 arch, 1817, aged 84 years, being the oldest of the first emigrants in this
township ; his wife, Dorcas, died the following November, in her 86th year.
As above stated, said David 3Iote, Sr, and his sons ancl daughters and their families, were of the first emigrants in these parts : Jeremiah ancl William, accompanied
by their father and mother, came in September, 1802, and the rest soon followed
them. This part of the county being noted for its many large cold springs, which
discharge their waters, tumbling over the rocks, into the time-worn gorges some
fifty or sixty feet on their way to the river, affording many mill privileges, were
early sought out and selected for homes and sites for mills ; Jonathan 3Iote took
those on the farm now owned by 3Irs. Thomas Vore ; he built the first brick house
there on this river, north of Dayton, in 1810, which is still standing ; he died there
away in April. 1839, of gastric derangement, like his father, in his 81st year; none
bearing the family name of his descendants remain in these parts. William Mote's
farm adjoined his brother Jonathan's on the southwest; John's and Jeremiah's
farms were three miles directly south, on the Montgomery Co. line. John was a
physician, and widely known as Dr. Mote ; the early settlers were much afflicted
with ague, chills and malarial fevers, from impurities of the atmosphere caused by
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stagnant water and decaying timber : he being the only doctor in these parts, his
time was much taken up in administering to the sick and afflicted; hence his large
practical experience in that day ; there was a greater mortality in his family, after his
children had married ancl settled in life, from pulmonary disease. Jeremiah was
also accounted a good nurse among the sick, and more of a ready writer than ordinary in that early day ; he was Clerk or Secretary of the Friends' Monthly Meeting at AVest Branch in its first organization, and the old church records are in his
handwriting ; his wife was 3Iary Butler, a native of Durhamshire. England ; they
had the following children born to them, viz,-William, David, Aaron, Ann and
Dorcas (twins, died in infancy), Jeremiah, Isaiah. 3Iary, Susanna, Sarah, 3Iiriam,
Hannah and Enoch, all of whom grew to mature age. were married and had families : he removed to Vigo Co, I n d , where he died in 1820, aged 50 years ; their
sons and daughters nearly all remained and lived in that State. Daniel Motte,
J r , son of Jeremiah, married 3Iiriara 3Iendenhall, daughter of Caleb and Susanna
3Iendenhall, and settled in Randolph Township. 3Iontgomery Co, adjoining 3Iiami
Co.: they had five children (sons) born to them, viz, Luke Smith. Zeno, Alarcus,
Linus and Enos, who all grew to adult age, married and settled in life ; in 1820,
he removed to A7igo Co, I n d , but, on account of malarial fevers, that attacked all
the early settlers in those AVestern prairies, he returned to Ohio in the fall of 1822.
and settled in this township ; he was a prominent member of the old Friends'
Church at AVest Branch, as its records show ; he lived on a farm, but had a carpenter shop, being handy with tools ; he made house furniture, worked part of his
time at the carpenter's trade and in the machine-shop, setting up machinery for
woolen-mills : he taught, also, his eldest boys the use of tools ; hence they always
had employment enough in rough weather in his shop : he often spoke of the disadvantages he labored under by lack of more literary knowledge : very few of the
early settlers had any opportunity for school learning, save in the common rudiments ; he profited by what little he did get, and was accounted competent to
teach some of the early schools, and was careful that his children should have
better educational advantages than he had : lie died at his own homestead, adjoining the church lot at AVest Branch, Sept. 23.1862, in the 70th year of his age; three of
his sons live in that vicinity. Luke Smith, the eldest, manied Charity J ones, daughter
of Elisha Jones, from South Carolina, in October, 1834 ; their children are Elisha J. r
Arenah E , AA'illiam Alden, Celestia S.. Alary 31, A m e L , 31. Benson and Cordelia
B , three sons and five daughters ; the eldest. Elisha J , is a photographer, in all its
branches, in Richmond, Inch: William A. is a portrait painter in the same place^
both claiming to do no work of the ordinary class ; the daughters are handy in
floral and ornamental work. L. S. 3Iotte is the originator of some very choice
seedling apples and some other kinds of fruits : the love of the fine arts and the
culture of the finer fruits and flowers, with him. appears to be innate in his children ;
having studied and practiced medicine when younger in his life, Doctor is often
prefixed to his name, but of later years he declines following this occupation, except
in certain cases in women and children. 3Iarcus Alotte. third son of David, Jr., is
a portrait painter of note, also paints in superior style fruits and flowers ; t h e
choice of this occupation was innate in him. having followed it from boyhood.
The family was rather noted for longevity, also for that trait of drawing conclusions and arriving at a judgment free of all bias of mind, by external pressure.
There are but few of this large family connection bearing the family name,
living in the township at this writing: the greater part emigrated westward in
Indiana and further westward. Some families are in Delaware. 3Iontgomery and
Parke Cos, I n d , and a few in Illinois. 3Iary lies interred in the old graveyard
at West Branch. Great-grandfather David and wife and their sons Jonatham
AAilliam, Jesse and John, and daughters Alary ancl Rachel, besides many children, grandchildren, etc, rest in profound repose beneath its grassy mold. The
31ote family in the early settlement, and its family connections, owned a large
body of land south of 3Iilton to the county line, and for half a mile over the line.
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and considerable west and north of the village also. But at this time the major
part has passed out of their hands.
The families of Samuel and Francis Jones, from Georgia, Wallace Jones, and
aU those of the Pattys and some others are related to the 3Iote family.
Caleb and Joseph Mendenhall, who lived near AA'est Branch, were the sons of
Phineas Alendenhall, who was the son of James 3Iendenhall, who was the son of
Aaron, who was the son of John Mendenhall, the emigrant from England.
This brief statement is made to shorten a long genealogical account, running
back through four or five genei ations of this family in America. A book of history
and pedigree of it lies before me, running back to the thirteenth century. The
name was recorded, at that remote period, Mile cle hale, afterward Alildehall, and.
more recently, MildenhaU. Some branches of the family in England retain the lastnamed mode of spelling up 1p the present time; but the American families spell
it 3Iendenhall. The family residence in Great Britain was in Wiltshire, and, the
town ancl vicinity- where they lived, took the family name of Alildenhall.
Those two brothers, Caleb and Joseph, married sisters—Susanna and Rachel
Gardner.* The 31endenhalls emigrated to Pennsylvania about the same time AA'illiam Penn came to America, and were residents of Chester County. Phineas, father of
the afore named brothers, went south, where his wife and part of his family were killed
by the Indians in Georgia, during one of the wars with the Creeks.t Caleb Alendenhall came out prospecting in the Northwest Territory early in 1801, ancl passed
through the Aliami Valley : he came to Ohio the next spring. Stopping awhile at
Waynesville, Warren Co, he removed into what was afterward Miami County, the
foUowing September (1802) and settled on the farm now owned by Tliomas Jay.
His brother Joseph came out the next spring (1803).
The children of Caleb Alendenhall were 31iriam (wife of David Alote. and
mother of the writer of these notes), Griffith, AA'illiam, Susan (AVisener). Grace
(Thomas), Tamar (Thomas), Caleb, Charity (Watts). Rhoda (Dulin) and Kirk : the
sons all removed to Indiana and died there, and part of the daughters : only two of
the last are living, of all the family, at this writing.
Joseph Alendenhairs children were Alary (Brown), Tamar (Russell), Thaddeus, Lydia (3IcDonald), Anna (3Iacy), Ruth (Bolinger). Eunice (Kendall), Rachel
(Compton) and Joseph ; all deceased except three daughters.
The characteristics of those two brothers above named were quite dissimilar
in many points. Caleb was more disposed to study, quietude and retirement.
spending considerable of his time in reading and acquiring information, although he
only had a limited education. Joseph, on the other hand, was stirring and more noisy.
running around, seeing to his farming and other business. Caleb was a lover of
the finer fruits, and brought with him from North Carolina some choice, selected
apple-seed ; from these he raised trees for his orchard, which produced many choice
varieties. + His apples, in that early day, were known far and near as the finest in
the country ; so it was an easy matter for him to dispose of his surplus. Joseph
was noted as the first tanner in those parts, though perhaps he knew little more
about the trade than his brother Caleb ; he generaUy hired his work done, and,
when ready for sale, it had none of the finish or completeness about it that leather
has in our day. neither was it devoid of that plentiful liquid called water, in that
kind termed the " sole."' But people were impatient of delay in the drying process,
and, as this was the only tan-yard in reach, they would risk paying 50 cents a
pound for tincture of oak bark. Hence, Joseph vvas enabled, from time to time,
to add acreage to his landed estate, from this certain income.
* Emigrated from Nantucket.
f The Indians, surrounding their premises in the evening, shot and killed Abia, the eldest son, turning the grindstone lor his father, who was grinding an ax, and the mother out in the milking-lot, wh.re she was milkiug the
cows. The family left, scattered, fled and secreted themselves. The darkness of the evening coming on assisted them
i n making their escape, all except Joseph; he was knocked down and taken prisoner, and was kept bj' the savages
some months, till ransomed by his father.
XFrom one of these, the "Stillwater Sweet," his grandson, L. S. Mote, reproduced those two noted seedlings
-described by Dr. Warder, viz., "Mote's Sweet" and "Celestia."
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Caleb sold his farm and removed to near Richmond, I n d , where he died some
ten years afterward, about 1848. of inflammation of the pleura, in his 79th
year. Joseph died on the old premises, where he first settled, in 1850, of paralytic
affection, near the same age of his brother Caleb.
Alention will not be out of place here of the
WEST BRANCH FRIENDS* CHURCH.

The first organized church in Union Township was the Friends' of AArest
Branch, in 180-4. Religious meetings had been held some time previously, at the
houses of the early settlers. The first meeting-house put up there stood northeast
•of the present brick, a rude log structure, 20x30 feet, built cabin fashion. The
next one stood west, of larger dimensions. 22x44 feet, of hewed logs, with shingle
roof, built in 1808. The third and present one. of brick. 40x60 feet, was built in
1818. People would corae frora miles around to attend these meetings, of every
persuasion, professors or non-professors : they were not so prejudiced in those
primitive days as now. in regard to worship and preaching, neither did distance,
stress of weather and difficult roads debar them this privilege. The first resident
minister was AVilliam NeaU. from Tennessee. A monthly meeting was established
there early in 1809. and a quarterly meeting in 1812. which are still continued.
The first person buried in the churchyard was Alary Newman, wife of Thomas
Newman, in 1 SOT. Some of the more prominent church members at said meeting
a t AVest Branch, were David Alotte. Sr., Samuel Jones. Sr, Benjarain Iddings. Sr..
Samuel Brown. Jeremiah 3Iotte. Caleb 3Iendenhall. Dr. John 3Iotte, Frederick
Yount, James Patty. David 3Iotte. J r , Elisha Jones. Isaac Hasket. AArallace Jones
and others, in its early history, and. later, some of their descendants and other
persons vvho came in by request or certificate.
AVILLIAAI 31. AIOTE. merchant. L a u r a ; born in Alonroe Township. Darke
Co.. in 1841 ; is a son of Alexander and Rhoda 3Iote. His father was bom in the
year 1818 ; Alexanders parents were born in Georgia, and were the third family
to settle in Alonroe Township. Darke Co. He (Grandfather Alote) died in the home
of his adoption : his wife afterward married a Air. Penny, who removed to Indiana, where she afterward died. Alexander Alote lived in Darke Co. until 1864. at
which time he departed to Iowa, and settled in Le Grand. Alarshall Co., where he
died the following year : his wife. Rhoda. departed this life in Darke Co.. in the
year 1852. aged 29 years. They were parents of two children, viz.. Harry and
our subject. William's early days were spent on his father's farm, and at the age
of 15 years, he entered mercantile life in the employ of George AA'. Sigafoos, with
whom he remained five years, becoming acquainted with all the different phases
of a mercantile life ; after severing his connection with the above gentleman, he
returned to the farm in Darke Co.. on vvhich he labored two years, then selling out
he came to Laura and went into business under the firm name of Alote & Longanecker. Thev continued in business till 1871. when he withdrew, and went to AVeaver Station, in Darke Co.. and engaged in merchandising under the firm name of J. &
AV. Alote ; this firm did business for three years, when he withdrew, and again returned
to Laura in 1S75 : in September. 1876. he opened a store here, in vvhich he has since
successfully lollowed his business ; he carries a complete and perfect stock of
almost everything to be found in a first-class retail house, and his long experience
ancl fair dealing command for him a full share of the public patronage. He has
supplied the wants of a buying public in this place for nine years, a..d in an
adjoining town five years, thus making fourteen years he has been before the people. In 1861. he vvas married to Sarali A. Longanecker. by whom he has had
seven children, six of whom are living, viz.. John L.. A'iunie P.. Alexander H..
Alyrtle E , Benjamin and AAilliam AA'.; Emma J., deceased. 3Irs. 31ote is a member of the German Baptist Church and an exemplary Christian woman.
L. 31. AIOTE. druggist. AVest AIilton ; born in Aliami Co. in 1841 : is a son
of Zeno Alote. one of the early pioneers, his father having located here about
1800 ; his grandfather Alote was of Georgian birth, his grandmother from South
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Carolina; both departed this life in this county at advanced ages. Zeno 3Iote
was bom here about 1812, is living and resides near West 3Iilton. Our subject
remained with his father on the farm till he was 20 years of age, at which time he
began life for himself, and engaged in the mercantile business in Le Grand, Iowa,
in which place he did business for six years, then returned to this place in 1872
and embarked in a general drug and stationery business, in which he is yet
engaged. In 1870, he was married to 3Iiss L. 31. Lynde, their nuptials being celebrated in Iowa. Her parents were born in New England, but at present reside in
Knox Co, Ohio. Mr. and 3Irs. Alote have one child, Edna, born in July, 1874.
Mr. M. received his preparatory course in a high school in Indiana, with which h e
was connected one year ; the balance of his education was received in this county.
LEWIS F. NILES, dealer in clocks, watches ancl jewelry, AVest AIilton: was
born in this county J u n e 12. 1837 ; his father, Ephraim Niles, was born in Alassachusetts about the year 1791 ; his mother, Fanny (Collan) Niles, vvas born in the
same State in the year 1800 ; their maniage was celebrated in Alassachusetts in
1824 ; they emigrated to 3Iiami Co. in 1830, and located in AVest 31ilton, where he
kept hotel for awhile, and then removed to the farm where he resided until his
death, which occurred in August, 1839 ; his mother departed this life Sept. 6,
1863 ; they were the parents of five children, four sons ancl one daughter, all of
whom are living. Our subject was reared on his father's farm, where he assisted
in doing the work, ancl attended the usual terms of school until his 16th year,
when he began to learn the carpenter trade, which he followed, at irregular intervals, for several years ; in 1859, he established himself where he is now located
and engaged in his present business. Jan. 7.1869, he married Frances L.. youngest daughter of Rowland R. Chase ; two cliildren are the fruits of this union, viz..
Nina A , born Oct. 7, 1869. and Daniel R., born Jan. 17. 1876.
J O S E P H OLWIN, farmer ; P. O. Laura : vvas born in Cumberland Co.. Penn..
3Iay 1, 1828. His father, Anthony Olwin, was born in Pennsylvania. July IS,
1783, and departed this life in April. 1869 ; his mother, Elizabetii Olwin. was born
in the same State Sept. 1, 1790, ancl died in June, 1854 ; they removed to 31ontgomery Co, Ohio, when Joseph was only 6 months old, in vvhich they lived till
their decease. They were parents of ten children, three of whom are living, viz..
Joseph, Catherine ancl Susanna. The deceased are Daniel B , John. Abram, Jacob,
Adam, Esther and David. Joseph was reared on the farm, his boyhood days
being spent in a manner incident to youth, and, after years had developed his
frame and muscles, he became a valuable auxiliary to his father in the labors on
the farm. Nov. 2, 1854, he was married to 3Iargaret Ann Hiestand. by whom he
has eleven children, of whom seven are living, v i z , Anthony, Isabelle. Samuel J ,
Sherman, Nina 3 1 , Lora Pearl, and James. The deceased are Joanna. Elmer E ,
Jessie E. and J o h n E. Anthony is one of the leading educators, having taught
four years in the district and graded school of the county; his education was
received in the common schools, in which he fitted himself to perform well the
responsible duties that devolved upon the profession. 3Irs. Olwin is a daughter
of Samuel and Mary (Prizer) Hiestand. Her father was born in Lancaster Co,.
Penn.; her mother in the State of 3Iaryland ; they came with their parents to
3Iontgomery Co. in a very early d a y ; he was born Oct. 13, 1796, ancl departed
this life Sept. 24, 1854 ; her mother died in the year 1842. aged 36 years. They
were parents of six children, of whom five are living—Benjamin, Jesse, Hiram.
Rachel and Margaret A.; 3Iary and Jesse, deceased. In 1863, Mr. Olwin removed
to Crawford Co, 111, in which he resided seven years, then came to 3Iiami Co,,
and purchased 155 acres of land, on which he now resides ; his land is pleasantlysituated, and all in a high state of cultivation, which, taken in conjunction with
the beautiful surroundings, commodious house, barn, e t c , prove Mr. Olwin to be a
man of cultivated tastes as well as one of 3Iiami's successful farmers. Mr. Olwin
has fiUed the office of Trustee four years, Supervisor and School Director many
times. His amiable wife is an exemplary member of the Adventist Church, and
a consistent Christian lady ; her husband belongs to the Christian Church.
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JOSHUA PEARSON, farmer; P. 0. West 3Iilton; bom on the place on
which he now resides, Nov7. 7, 1834 ; is a son of Aloses and Sarah Pearson. His
father was born in Bush River, S. C, Dec. 27, 1798; his mother wasbom in 3Ionroe Township, this county, Sept. 7, 1805. They were married in the above township in 3Iay, 1823, and settled where our subject lives, inthe same year. In 1837,
he was sent by the annual meeting of the Friends' Church, as a missionary among
the Indians on the Western frontier ; he took with him his wife and five children,
of whom Joshua vvas the youngest; in the missionary field, he remained three years,
the appointed time, and for which he received $500 per year; returning to his
home, he again assumed the labors of the farm ; and on the 7th day of February,
1844, was called to mourn the departure of his wife, in the 39th year of her age.
They were parents of eight children, four of whom are living, viz., Alahala, now 3Irs.
Jay ; Anna, now 3Irs. Kelly ; Joshua and Abraham: the deceased are Rhoda,
Timothy. Nathan and Sarepta ; Abraham and Nathan were born on the missionary
farm in the 3Iissouri Territory, the former in July, 1837, the latter in June, 1840.
Timothy was a member ofthe 5th Kan. Y. I , and was also given charge of wagon
teams, but on account of disability was discharged, returned to his home, and soon
after died. Nathan was a member of the 44th O. Y. I , was twice wounded, after
vvhich was stricken down vvith small-pox. at Knoxville Tennessee, from which he
died ; he entered the service as a private and rose to Color Sergeant, and was
finally elected Captain, but did not live to serve. Abraham was in the 100-day
service, and assisted in the capture of the notorious 3Iorgan ; he now resides in
Washington, Iowa, and has represented his county in the Legislature. Anna's
husband, Kelley, resides in Parke Co, Ind, which he has represented. Mahala, 3Irs.
Jay, is a graduate of the Antioch College, having won the degree A. 31.; she has
been Principal of the Earlham College, at Richmond, Ind. Joshua spent one year
in the Oberlin College, after wliich he entered the Antioch, and took the full English course, fitting himself for the profession of teaching, which he followed for
twenty years, beginning when he was IS years old. His father was again married,
to Emma 3Iacy, by whom he had five chUdren, of whom only one survives, viz,
Obed A.: the deceased are Orlando, Hosea. Zimry and an infant. 3Ir. P. died
July 19, 1874. In 1858, our subject was married to Susan E. Kessler: to them
ten children have been born, eight of whom are living, viz, Florent J , Emma J..
31artha 31.. Homer E , Charles L , Anna S, 3Iary H. and Dorcas ; Cordelia B. aud
Nathan deceased. 3Irs. Pearson is a daughter of Henry and Sarena Kessler, who
were among the early settlers in this county. 3Ir. Pearson owns an interest in 13b
acres of land which is in a good state of cultivation and well improved. He and
his wife have been members of the Christian Church for ten vears.
ALFRED PEARSON, farmer and stock-raiser ; P. 0. Troy ; born in the place
where lie now resides, in the year 1831 ; is a son of Robert and 3Iary Pearson.
His father was born in Arirginia, and with his parents came to Ohio in a very early
day, being among the first settlers in this township. His grandfather settled in
Newton Township, in vvhich he resided till near his death, wliich occurred in this
township when upward of SO years of age. Robert Pearson settled on the farm,
on which his son and our subject now reside, at a time when the magnificence and
splendor of the great forest were unmarred. On this land Robert made his home
till his decease, which occurred in 1852, at the age of 51 years. His wife is still
living at the advanced age of 74 years. They were parents of eight children, three
of whom are living, viz., Alexander, Alfred and 3Iartha J , now 3Irs. Dibra ; the
deceased are Eliza, aged 10 months and 27 days ; David, aged 4 years 3 months
and 14 clays: Sarah, aged 4 years 5 months and 2 days ; Abijah, aged 2 years
and 26 days ; Cany, aged 27 years 11 months and 27 days. Mr. Pearson's early
boyhood days were spent on his fathers farm, on which he labored till he was 21
years of age, at which time his father died. He remained with his widowed
mother for three years, and assisted in the duties of the farm. Jan. 25, 1855, he
was married to Susanna Long, by whom he had five children, four of whom are
living, viz, AVilliam L , Joseph L , AVebster E. and Amanda ; Robert H. died Jan.
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11, 1871, aged 15 years 2 months ancl 26 days. 3Irs. Pearson departed this life
Dec. 20, 1879, aged 42 years 3 months and 3 days. She was an exemplary member of the Christian Church, with which she had been connected sixteen years.
She was a daughter of William and Elizabeth Long, both deceased. AVith the
exception of one year, which was spent in Concord Township, he has lived
exclusively on the old home farm, on which he now resides. He owns 120 acres
of land, which is all in a good state of cultivation ancl well improved. He is a
member ofthe Christian Church, with which he has been connected fourteen years.
Mrs. P. was born Sept. 17. 1837.
ROBERT V. PEARSON, farmer ; P. 0. AVest Milton; born in this county
in the year 1833; is a son of Enoch Pearson, who was also born in this county :
his boyhood days were spent on the farm, but not under the guidance of parents,
having been bound out when quite young to Elisha and Rebecca Jones, with whom
he remained till he was 23 years of age, though his time expired when he was 18.
In consquence of this and the scarcity of school privileges in his day, his education
was limited. In 1857, he was married to Alary A. Kendall, and has one child, viz..
Loraine A, born Oct. 18. 1858 ; he has taken great pains with his son's education,
he being a graduate of Coviugton High School, and a very promising young man.
He owns 78 acres of land. 65 of which is in cultivation, ancl neatly improved ; he
is a descendant of the first pioneers in this county, of whom more than a
passing notice is taken, both in the historical and biographical departments of this
work. Mrs. Pearson is a daughter of John ancl Eunice Kendall, whose sketch
appears in the pages of Union Township histoiy.
AVILLIAAI S. PEARSON, deceased : born in this township the 7th day
of the 9th month, 1833 ; was a son of Benjamin and Dorcas Pearson. Our
subject was reared a farmer's boy. and labored for his father on the form till his
marriage with 3Ialiala 31cDonald, which was celebrated the 27th day of the 10th
month, 1853. To them nine children were born, six of whom are living, viz, Horace
31, Jasper N, Ada J.. 3Iarv E., Herbert R. and 3Iartha A. The deceased are Laura
E , Rachel E. and AVilliam'S. Air. P. departed this life the 12th day of the Sth
month, 1871. From his marriage till his death, his home was on the farm where his
widowed wife and children now reside. He was a member of the Friends" Church,
and lived a life of scrupulous Christian fidelity. Airs. P. was born where she
resides, the 9th day of the 1st month. 1838. and is a daughter of Joseph and Temperance (Elleman) AIcDonald. Her fiither was born in South Carolina Alay 23,
1787, her mother in Tennessee, Jan. 2. 1798 ; her father died in 1849, aged 02
years, her mother died Nov. 9. 1855. They were parents of ten children, of whom
only two survive, viz.. Rachel and Alahala. The deceased are Enos. Isaiah. AVilliain.
Elizabeth, Alary, Denis. Phcebe and Aaron. By her father's first marriage with
Sarah 3Iote. he had three children, two living, viz.. John and Charles. 3Iark.
deceased. Truly, death has been a frequent visitant to this family—has removed
and consigned to the tomb many of its members with frightful rapidity. Airs. P.
is a member of the Friends' Church, and is a most consistent and exemplary
Christian woman ; she has 93 acres of land highly improved.
ELIHU PEARSON, farmer ; P . 0. AA'est AIilton ; he vvas born in this township, on Sec. 8, in 1843, and is a son of Benjamin and Dorcas Pearson, whose
sketch appears in this work. Our subject was reared upon his father's farm,
where he labored until his 23d year. His marriage with Anna Fisher, a daughter
of 3Ir. ancl 3Irs. John Fisher, was celebrated in November. 1866; their parents
were born in Soutii Carolina, and emigrated to Ohio in an early day. and lived
here till their decease; 3Ir. and Airs. John Fisher have four children living, viz..
AVilliam, Anna, Alary and Louisa ; 31ary A. and Anna reside in 3Iiami Co.. the
others in Kansas. After his marriage, our subject engaged in farming, and in
sight of his birthplace has a nice little home of 49-^ acres, all in a good state of
cultivation, with No. 1 buildings erected thereon; he was reared under the
influence of the Friends' Church, and is one who is always found at the post of
duty, willing and ready to perform every Christian act : his amiable wife is also
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a member of the same church, and a consistent Christian lady ; six children have
been given to their union, all living, viz, Warren, Edith, Emily, Omar, 3Iary and
Ella : 3Ir. Pearson only had the advantages of the common school, but is well
qualified to discharge the business cares of life.
P A U L PEARSON, farmer; P. 0 . AVest AIilton ; he was born in Monroe
Township, this county, in the year 1833, and is a son of Benjamin and Anna
Pearson ; his father was born in South Carolina, his mother in the State of Tennessee ; when a child. Benjamin Pearson came with his parents to this county,
where they settled in the year 1808, in 3Ionroe Township, living there till their
decease; Benjamin, father of Paul, made the same locality his home, reared his
family, and in 1845. departed this life, aged about 42 years : they were parents of
nine children, two of whom are living, viz., Rachel and our subject. 3Irs. Pearson
was again united in marriage, to Enoch Pearson, who is also deceased : she is living
and resides with her daughter. 3Irs. Stickle. Our subject was reared on the farm
where he labored till his father's decease. In 1855, he was married to Rachel
Perry, by whom he has had five children, all living, viz.. Lycurgus, Willis. AValter,
Elmer and Valeria ; Airs. Pearson is a daughter of Amos and Rachel Perry, who
were among the early settlers in this county : he was born in South Carolina, she
in the State of Kentucky ; in 1859. he purchased 140 acres of land, on which he
moved in 1860. and here has resided since.
HENRY J. PEARSON, physician and surgeon ; was born near AA'est AIilton,
Ohio, Aug. 17, 1842 ; his early education was mostly obtained in the common
school, with a short tuition in Antioch College. Indiana : at the age of 19. he began
teaching school and taught several terms, duiing which time he read medicine
under the guidance of the late Dr. Tenny ; after attending lectures, he received his
degree of Doctor of 3Iedicine from the Eclectic 3Iedical Institute of Cincinnati,
3Iay 27. 1867 ; having practiced a short time in AVinchester. Ind.. and Hollandsburg. Ohio, he settled in Alarch. 1868, in his native village, where he assiduously
applied himself for the ensuing five years, to the duties of his chosen profession;
he then withdrew from business for one year to devote himself entirely to study,
duiing which time the Cincinnati College of 3Iedicine and Surgery conferred on him
their diploma of graduation ; returning then to his former practice, he has ever
since, with a few exceptions, devoted his whole time to the demands of a large
practice ; his wife. Jennie Arnold, a lady of culture and refinement, he married
Alay 3, 1865 : she is a daughter of James and Elizabeth Arnold, residents of
Alontgomery Co.. where she was born J u n e 22, 1847. Alvick, son of H. J. Pearson and wife, was born Nov. 27. 1868. Benjamin H. Pearson, the father of Dr.
Pearson, was a pioneer in this county, brought when a child from South Carolina
by his parents. John and Ruth Pearson ; he was born J u n e 26. 1806. and died Feb.
4. 1880, having lived the long period of 70 years on his homestead, near
AA'est 3Iilton, where his declining years were passed : he lived a life of scrupulous fidelity to every conscious duty : a man of judgment to decide and perseverance to perform, one of nature's noblemen, who left the indelible stamp of his opinion upon all who knew him ; he was decided, yet unassuming, modest, yet perfectly
balanced; his thoughts, his deeds and his actions were his own. formed from the
._—'

feeling of his heart alone : his wife, Dorcas, is the daughter of Wallace and Rachel
Jones, who emigrated here in 1806 frora South Carolina, with many others who
washed their hands from the curse of slavery which was darkening the South ; she
was then a little child, and. owing to the long, heavy roads and the crowded condition of their wagon, she was carried nearly all the way in the arras of her parents,
they relieving each other by turns ; she still lives on the old farm where most of
life's sunshine has seen her untiring energy spent for the good of her family.
J O S E P H PEAIBERTON, farmer arid minister : P. 0 . AA'est AIilton : bom in
this township in 1836 ; is a son of Isaiah and Elizabeth Pemberton, who were born
in North Carolina, emigrated to this county in a very early day and settled on
Sec. 7 in this township, their home being in the heart of a wilderness, which was
cleared up and improved, ancl on vvhich he lived all his life with the exception of
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a year he spent in Indiana on the Wabash; he departed this life when 67 years of
age ; his wife died on the old home farm, at about the age of 66 years ; they were
the parents of fifteen children, of whom only five are left, viz, John E , Isaac,
Joseph, Rhoda and Elizabeth ; the deceased are Esther, Thomas, Susanna, Isaiah.
David, Enos, Margaret, Hannah, Lurania and Temperance. Our subject was
reared on the farm and assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till his 25th
year, when he began life for himself. His marriage with Snydine Pearson was
celebrated in 1862 ; she is a daughter of Benjamin and Dorcas Pearson, who were
among the early settlers in this county ; their sketch appears in connection with
that of Dr. Pearson, in this work ; they were the parents of nine children, of whom
six are living, viz, Rachel, 3Iargaret, Snydine, Henry, Elihu and Anna ; the
deceased are John, AVilliam and Mary. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Pemberton are the parents
of five children, viz., Amy E , Benjamin A , xVnna 31, Elmy I. and AA'illiam H.
After his marriage, our subject settled on land in Sec. 8, where he lived seven
years, then removed to Sec. 7, and to the place on which he now lives, in the fall
of 1879 ; he owns 118 acres of fine land, all in cultivation and well improved. He
was reared in the Friends' Church, and for nine years has labored faithfully in the
ministry, discharging the many responsible duties of the calling with credit to
himself and satisfaction to the church ; his wife was also reared in the same church,
and is a co-worker with her husband, a consistent, exemplary Christian woman.
JOHN C. PE3IBERTON, farmer; P. 0. Laura; born in this county in the
y7ear 1811 ; is a son of Isaiah and Elizabeth (Elleman) Pemberton ; his father was
born in South Carolina in the year 1790, and came, with his widowed mother, to
Ohio in a very early day ; she purchased 240 acres of land, on which she settled
her sons, and resided in the home of her adoption till her decease, which occurred
when at an advanced age. On the land his mother gave him, Isaiah lived till his
death. He was married to Elizabeth Elleman, by whora he had fourteen children, of
whom five are living, viz, Isaac, John, Joseph, Rhoda and Elizabeth ; the deceased
are Temperance, Enos, 3Iargaret, Hannah, David, Hettie, Susanna, Isaiah and
Luana. Isaiah, Sr, departed this life in 1862 ; his wife, Elizabeth, died in 1861,
and was born in 1795. John was reared on his father's farm, where he lived until
his 20th year, at which time, in 1830, he was married to Susanna Coppock, by whom
he had eight children, five of whom are living, viz, William, 3Iartna, Isaiah, Betsy
and Susanna ; the deceased are 3Ioses, Rebecca and Ann. 3Ioses was a member of
Co. B, 110th O. Y. I , but only served three or four months, when he took the measles ancl soon after died, aged 21 years ; his father had his remains removed to
Umon Cemetery, where they were interred beside his mother and grandfather. 3Irs.
Pemberton departed this life in 1846, aged 35 years. His second marriage was celebrated in 1848, with Sarah Allison, a daughter of James ancl Sarah Allison, who
were bom in Pennsylvania ; her father died in his native State; her mother with her
family came to Ohio, but only lived nine months after her arrival, and is interred
in the AVest Branch Cemeteiy ; they were, the parents of fourteen children, seven
of whom are living, viz., Elizabeth, Sarah, Thomas, Benjamin, James, Rebecca and
Priscilla ; the deceased are Jonathan, Andrew, Ann, Caleb, John, and two in infancy. After his first marriage, he settled on land belonging to his father, on which
he lived a couple of years, then purchased 80 acres of land where he now resides,
and on which he has lived since. He has assisted his children to good homes, and
yet owns 60 acres of good land. He was reared in the Friends' Church, from which
he has never strayed, and is an exemplary- member of the church from whose people came the first notes of the Gospel in this locality, in a day when churches were
unknown ; the woods and each other's cabins were the shrines in which they worshiped. His son Isaiah was born in 1838, and was reared on his father's farm. He
was married in 1859 to Dorcas Coate, born in 1838, and a daughter of B. J. and
Mary Coate, who were natives of 3Iiami Co.; 3Ir. C. died in 1870, aged 57 years;
they were the parents of twelve children, eleven of whom are living. 3Ir. and Mrs.
Pemberton are the parents of ten children, seven of whom are living, viz, 3Iary E.,
Aaron E , Sarah E , Rosella, Fanny, John and Levi E. ; three died in infancy. 3Ir.
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Pemberton owns 90 acres of good land, which is well cultivated and improved. He
sind his wife are members of the Friends' Church.
ZENAS PIERCE, farmer and contractor : P. 0. Troy ; bom on the place
where he now resides the 17th of 4th month, 1834; is a son of Samuel Pierce, wwho as
born in A'irginia, and Milly Pierce, a native of North Carolina. Our subject's father
located in West 3Iilton in 1809. where he lived three years, occupied in cabinetmaking ; in 1812, he purchased 160 acres of land, on which Zenas now resides, 80
acres ^of which were purchased for $348 ; his mother, 3IiUy Iddings, with her
parents, came soon after, and located near by in Newton Township ; they were
married here, and resided till their death ; his father was bora the 15th of 10th
month. 1785, died 23d of 9th month, 1863 ; his mother was born on the 15th of
;8th month, and departed this life in the 4th month, 1867 ; they were parents
of thirteen children, eight of whom are living, viz, Gainor, William R, Elmira F ,
Samuel, Hannah C. John, Clarkson ancl Zenas ; the deceased are Ruth, 3Iargaret,
Alelinda. 3Iary B. and Benjamin. Our subject's boyhood days were spent on his
father's farm "and in attending the usual district school, in which he received his
education : at the age of 18, lie began his struggle with the world, and engaged in
farming. On the 6th of 9th month'. 1854, he was married to Eliza A. 3IcCormick.
by whom he has had seven children, six of whom are living, viz.. Hannah 31. (now
3Irs. Burkett), John T, Samuel, Abraham L , Zenas K. and Rollin N.; the deceased,
Clarkson P , aged 4 years : 3Irs. Pierce departed this life Sunday, 3Iay 2. 1880 :
she was the daughter of Jacob ancl Hannali 3IcCormick, once residents of Indiana,
now deceased; her father died 15th of 2d month, 1872, aged 60 years 1 month
and 4 days ; her mother departed this life the 22d of l l t h month, 1872, aged 61
years ; they were parents of thirteen children, nine of whom are living, viz", Lucy
A.. Nancy, Eliza A.. Robert H , AA'illiam H , Elizabeth A , Lewis J , Hannah J.
and Alargaret; the deceased are Amy, Sylvania, Rohanna and Aaron. After his
marriage" Zenas began life on the old home farm, on which he has since resided ;
he now"owns 160 acres of land in this township and 60 lying opposite in Newton
Township ; his land is all in a good state of cultivation and well improved. He
has been a life-long member of the Friends' Church, and his deceased wife had
been a member for many vears : she was born in Indiana, the Sth of 10th month.
1837.
J. AV. POINCE, blacksmith, ofthe firm of Poince & Bro, Fidelity; was bom in the
renowned Shenandoah A'alley, A'a, Berkeley Co., in 1849; his brother, D. W.. in
1853. They are sons of John H. and 3Iary E. Poince. Their father was born in
Franklin Co.. Penn.. in 1818 ; their mother was bora in the place of their nativity
about 1824 or 1825. They removed from A'irginia in 1874, and located in Frederickstown, this coimty, in wliich place they now reside. They are the parents of
eleven children, seven of whom are living, viz, Charles O, George W , W. S, 3Iary
C, 3Iargaret and our subjects, J. AA'. and D. AV. They learned their trade in their
native State, vvhich they followed there for four years. J. W. has traveled over
thirteen of the States of the Union, and in all has done something at his trade: he
came here in 1870, aud engaged in business, and soon after associated his brother
with him in business. Both are weU versed in their trade, understanding fully
everv particular of the business, always giving their customers satisfaction, which
commands for them a liberal portion of the public patronage. Their parents are
members of Christian Churches and take an interest in the promotion of the cause.
I. A. RANDALL, merchant, West AIilton: is another pioneer, and one of
3Iiamf s permanent settlers. He was born in 3Iaryland, in 1816, and is a son of
Jonathan and 3Iassey (Jarvis) RandaU. His father was born in 3Iaryland Aug.
19, 1782. ancl departed this life 3Iarch 23. 1855, aged 72 years 7 months 4 days.
His mother was born in Pennsylvania Jan. 3, 1792, and departed this life Nov. 25,
1869, aged 77 years 10 months and 22 days. They lived many years near Ellicott's 3Iills, in Baltimore Co, Md., and emigrated to Ohio in 1828, settling in West
3Iilton. where they lived till their decease. They were the parents of eleven chUdren, of whom six are living, viz.. Aquilla, Israel A.. Elizabeth, Jonathan. Sarah
MM
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and 3Iargaret; the deceased are John, 3IcClain, William, Jackson, Joseph and
Samuel. Our subject was early placed on the bench, and for thirty years was continuously engaged in the manufacture of boots and shoes, having learned his trade
in this town. In 1840, he removed to 3Iontgomery Co, where he followed his
vocation for fourteen years, and then retumed to AA7est AIilton, where he has been
actively engaged ever since. In 1862 or 1863, he abandoned the bench and
embarked in the mercantile business, in which he is still engaged. He carries a
tasty and complete stock of goods, consisting of everything usually found in a
retaU house. His long and honest business career in the town has established a
reputation above reproach, and he is a strong competitor in the business circles of
the viUage, always dealing out his full share of goods to the buying public. He
has been prominently- identified in the offices of the township, having served as
Treasurer for a period of four years, and is the present Treasurer of the corporation ; these, with other local offices, the duties of which he has ably discharged,
fuUy demonstrate his executive ability. He has been twice married ; his first
marriage, to Jane Randall, was celebrated in 1839, ancl to their union five children
were given, of whom only one is living, viz, Edwin, born Dec. 5,1848 ; the deceased
are 3IcClain, born Oct. 21, 1842, died'June 5, 1843 ; John AV, born' Alay 3, 1844,
died Alarch 26, 1846 ; Joseph, bom June 29, 1846. departed this life Jan. 9.1851 ;
IsabeUe, born Jan. 31, 1851, died Oct. 13, 1862 ; William B , born Oct. 6, 1853.
died Jan. 5, 1858. 3Irs. Randall departed this life Oct. 26, 1855, and was born in
Pennsylvania Oct. 12, 1818; his second marriage was celebrated with 3Iary A.
Werts, Sept. 29, 1857 ; eight children are the fruits of this union, of whom six are
Uving, viz, Tolbot A , bom Jan. 19,1859 ; Clara C, born Sept. 13.1861: Oscar E.,
born 3Iarch 18, 1867 ; Walter Y , born 3Iay 16, 1872 ; Leo C, born Oct. 22.1874 :
Lulu 31, born Nov. 10, 1869 ; the deceased are Josie E , born July 29, 1864, died
June 30, 1876 ; one in infancy, June 19. 1877. 3Ir. Randall is one of our selfmade men, having begun life without capital, but, by energy and good management,
he has overcome the obstacles met with in life. He owns a half-interest in 12
acres of land, within the corporation, and a third interest in 15 acres, also within
the limits. 3Irs. Randall is a member of the Christian Church, and an exemplary
Christian woman.
HON. JONATHAN H. RANDALL, retired. West 31ilton : one of 3Iiami
Co.'s prominent and representative citizens ; vvas born in Baltimore Co, 3Id, in
1822 ; his father, Jonathan Randall, was a native of the above State, and with his
family removed to 3Iiami Co. in 1829 ; he departed this life 31arch 23, 1855, aged
72 years. 3Iassey, mother of our subject, died Nov. 25, 1869, aged 77 years 10
months and 22 days. 3Ir. Randall learned the shoemaker's trade under the supervision of his father, and for thirty-five years labored upon the bench: at the
expiration of the above time, he turned his attention to mercantile pursuits in AA'est
AIilton, a business to which he devoted his time and talent for nine years ; then,
cUsposing of his stock-in-trade, retired from active business life for five years, after
which he again engaged in merchandising for a number of years ; then again disposing of his stock, sought the quiet of retirement, and is now enjoying the fruits
of a prosperous and well-spent life. In local offices he has been fully identified,
having had a full share. In 1861, when secession was rife, and the whole country
was submerged in excitement, he became the champion of the Union-loving people of 3Iiami to represent the county in the Legislature of the State, an honor he
retained for four years. He entered the army 3Iay 2, 1864, as Captain of Co.
D, 147th 0. N. G. ; his term of service, 100 days, was spent in Ft. Ethan Allen,
on the Potomac River ; he was discharged at Camp Dennison Aug. 30, 1864. In
1845, he was married to Miss Eliza Harrison, by whom he has had six children,
four of whom are living, viz., Lucy A , 3Iary E , Harrison T. and Clara. The
deceased are Henrietta and Julia.
GAIRHART RU3IBURG, farmer and proprietor of stone-quarry ; P. O.
West 3Iilton ; was bom in Holland, Texel, in the year 1835 ; is the third child of
Albert and Fanny Rumburg. His father's name was Osbrookc. but. according to
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the laws of their country in relation to marriage, a man that marries a woman who
owns real estate in the country, assumes his wife's name, instead of the wife taking the name of her husband ; this occurs only among ladies who possess country7
estates. Our subject emigrated to this country and landed in New Orleans in the
fall of 1857 ; his voyage occupied nine weeks ; \\e made his way North, and, at
Piqua. his funds were exhausted, so he was obliged to stop and go to work ; he has
resided in this county ever since, and for twenty-six years in the place where he
now lives ; he owns 282 acres of land, mostly in cultivation ; there is located on
the home place one of the best quarries in the county ; the quality of the stone
being far superior for building purposes to any we have ever seen in Ohio. After
remaining here twelve years he returned to his native country, and the following
year his parents came back with him. His mother and other members of the
family reside at Omaha, eighteen miles from AA'est AIilton, on the Elkhom River,.
where he ancl his brothers own 1,600 acres of fine land. Mrs. and 3Irs. Rumburg
&?
Sr.. were parents of nine children, seven of whom are living, viz, Albert
r
Anna. Gairhart, John AA. George, Frederick and Arnold; John and Christina, deceased. His father died in Freeport, 111, four days after his landing in
New York in 1866, aged 64 years. Our subject was married to Elizabeth Coppock
in 1857, by whom he has had seven children, of whom three are living, viz, Fanny,.
Elida and Albert: the deceased are Joseph, Sarah A , Emma and Osceola, who
was named after a flourishing town on the B. & 31. R. R. in Southern Iowa. 3Irs_
R. is a daughter of Joseph and Rachel Coppock, whose sketch appears in this
work : she was born in this county in 1841 ; he received his common-school education in his native country, attending regularly between the age of 6 and 14 years,
after wliich he entered 31ason:s College, in Amsterdam. Holland, in which he prosecuted his studies vigorously for three years, fitting himself to discharge the business complications of life, as well as obtaining much knowledge of the sciences
and principles of nature that govern the universe : he is no political aspirant, but
has been School Director, which office he now holds ; he is a member of the OldSchool Presbyterian Church, in which he was confirmed when 16 years of age ; his
family has been connected with the same organization since the Reformation.
31rs. Rumburg was born and reared a Quaker, but is now a member of the Christian Church. Thoir daughter Fanny is a member of the same church, while Elida
is a Quaker bv birthright.
J O S E P H SANDO. farmer : P. 0. Potsdam ; born in this county Sept. 13 r
1839: his father, Joseph, was born in Pennsylvania June 10, 1804: Catherine,,
mother of Joseph. J r , was born in the same State June 10. 1802. They removed.
to Ohio in 1831, in wliich they lived till their decease. The father died Sept. 17 r
1868. the mother J u n e 15. 1867. They were parents of eleven children, five
living, viz, Samuel, born June 18.1835 ; Susanna, born Nov. 6.1836 : Sarah, bom
J u l y 2 5 . 1841 : Jacob, born April 27. 1844 : the deceased. 3Iaria. born Sept. 13,.
1827 : John, born Sept. 13,1831 ; Elizabeth, born Aug. 31.1824 : AA'illiam, b o m April
30. 1834 ; Henry, born Nov. 6, 1832 ; 3Iary, boru 3Iay 10, 1829. Our subject was
reared on the farm, on which he labored till his 21st year, at which time he began
life for himself. Dec. 8. 1864. he was married to Barbara Bolinger. who bore him
one child, Edwin, born Dec. 6,1SG5. 3lrs. S. died in December. 1866. His second
marriage was celebrated with Nancy Christian Dec. 8.1867 ; they have six children—
Davis. 1iorn Jan. 15. 1869 : 3Iary' born Dec. 6. 1870 ; Allen, born Nov. 5. 1872 :
Cora, born Feb. 3.1875 : Susanna, born Nov. 4.1877 ; Emma, born Nov. 11,1879 ;.
31rs. S. was born Dec. 16. 1848. Air. S. owns SO acres of good laud, all well cultivated and improved. He and his wife are members of the Brethren iu Christ
Church, in which he lias been an exhorter eight years, and still holds license. H e
is very zealously devoted to thc cause of religion, aucl gives much of his time to
further the principles of Christianity.
J O H N SCHE AFFER, former "and blacksmith; P. 0 . Fidelity; bora in Germany in August. 1820 ; is a son of John aud Louisa Scheaffer, natives of the same
place. His "fatber was a farmer, and a soldier in the king's service, in which he
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died before our subject was bom. His widow, with her family, emigrated to this
country in 1831, landing in Baltimore, their voyage occupying forty-five days.
They located in Maryland, in which they lived several years. John worked at the
cooper's trade, in Hagerstown, for two and a half years ; then moved to Yirginia,
in which State they- lived one yTear, then retumed to Maryland, where they
remained nearly three yrears. They- removed to Ohio in 1838, settling in 3Iontgomery Co, in which they remained till 1845, when he came to this township. In
the same year, he was married to Susanna Keller, by whom he has had eight
children, six of whom are living, viz., Lewis, 3Iargaret A , Nancy E , John. Theodore and Cinderella; two dying in infancy. After his maniage he carried on
fanning for a number of years on his farm above Nashville, after which he removed
to the place where he now lives. He owns 440 acres of land, all in a high state of
cultivation and weU improved. He is one of the Elders of the Tippecanoe Lutheran
Church, with which he and his wife have been members for a number of years.
Their children—Lewis, 3Iargaret and Nancy E , are also members of the same
church, which is a source of satisfaction to their parents. 3Irs. S. was born in
Maryland in 1828 ; she is a daughter of Lewis and 3Iargaret Keller; her father
was bom in Germany ; her mother in 3Iaryland. They came to Ohio, in which
they lived tiU their decease ; they were parents of six living children, viz, Susanna.
Catherine, Sophia, Margaret, Samuel and Lewis. Our subject was the only child
of his parents ; his mother, by her second maniage, had four children, viz., Jacob.
Fred, Louisa and Christena. She died in 1874, aged 74 vears.
ANDREW SEIBEL, farmer; P. O. AVest 3Iilton; born in Hesse-Cassel.
Germany, in the year 1828; is a son of Samuel and 3Iartha E. Selbel. of
whom mention is made in this work. Our subject was partly reared on the farm.
and leamed the baker's trade, which he foUowed but a short time ; he emigrated
to America, and landed in Baltimore June 22, 1847, his voyage occupying nine
weeks ; from there he went by boat to Pittsburgh, Penn, in wliich he remained
four months, thence down the river to Cincinnati, then bv stage to Dayton, and
soon after located near Yandalia, where he remained three years; in 1851. he
removed to the place where he now resides. April 8, of the same year, he was
married to Catherine Airhart, by whom he has had thirteen children, nine of whom
are living, viz., Elizabeth, 3Iary, Sarah, Abraham, Aaron, Katie, Rufus, Emma and
Enos ; MatUda, Samuel, Catherine and Andrew are deceased. He owns 175 acres
of land, all well improved. He and his wife have been members of the Evangelical Church since 1847, and take much interest in religious matters. 3Irs. Seibel.
born in Montgomery Co, in 1834, is a daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Airhart.
both deceased. Mr. Seibel, in his native country, obtained a good common-school
education, and in the English language has become proficient so far as speaking,
reading and writing our language is concerned.
CHRISTOPH SEIBEL, farmer ; P. 0. West 3Iilton ; born in Hesse-Cassel,
Germany, in the year 1842 ; is a son of Samuel and 3Iartha E. Seibel. who
were born in the same State. His father followed farimng in his native
country, and oursubject's boyhood days were spent in rural pursuits. In 1849,
they emigrated to this country, landing in Baltimore, their voyage occupying
thirty-six days; they- came directly- to Ohio, and lived one year east of Frederickstown, in this county; in the fall of 1850, moved to the place on which they now
reside ; he owns 80 acres of land, which is well situated and improved. 3Iarch 28,
1869, he was married to Theresa Steiner, by whom he had four children, two of
whom are living, viz, Samuel E. and Emma S.; Christoph and Daniel deceased.
3Irs. Seibel departed this life Jan. 22, 1879, aged 27 years and 10 months. She
was a member of the Evangelical Church, with which"she had been connected for
a number of years ; was an exemplary and devout Christian woman, and died relying fully on the promises of her Savior, and in the triumphs of a Christian faith.
Mx. Seibel has also been a member of the same church for many years, his Christian zeal leading him to a re-union with loved ones who have passed the valley and
shadow of death. His father was bom 3Iarch 3. 1800, is living and resides with
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our subject; his mother died Alarch 9, 1868, aged 59 years. They were parents
of eight children, four of whom survive, viz, Andrew, Echardt, Elizabeth and
Christoph ; the deceased are Christian, two daughters, each named Catharine, and
one in infancy. His father is also a member of the same church, and, though the
weight of years hangs heavUy, his frame is yet vigorous, his mind unimpaired.
" ELI SHEARER, retired farmer ; P. 0. West 3Iilton; bom in Ashe Co, N. C,
in the year 1805 ; is a son of Abraham and Anna Shearer ; his father was born in
the same State, his mother in Pennsylvania, but was reared in North Carolina, in
which State they were married and resided till their removal to this county and
township in the year 1813 ; they lived on the east side of the Stillwater tiU their
death ;*his father was born in 1779 ; lie and his son Absalom were drowned in 1828,
by the upsetting of a canoe in the Stillwater River ; five others were with them who
escaped ; his mother was born in 1791 and died in 1831 or 1832 ; they were parents
of twelve children, who lived to manhood aud womanhood, ancl, so far as is known,
six survive, viz, Eli, Alary, Philip, 3Iartin, Hugh and Rebecca. Our subject was
brought up on the farm, ancl, being a natural mechanic, he engaged in wagonmaking, which he followed in this township for thirty years. In 1826, he was,
married to 3Iatilda Fouts. bv whom he had nine children, seven of whora are living,
viz., Henry, Davis, Abijah. Anna, Titus, John and Elizabeth ; the deceased are
Susanna and one in infancy. 3Irs. Shearer died in 1844, aged 37 years. His second marriage was celebrated with Rebecca (Kintzey) Fonts in 1845 ; to them four
children have been born—two living, viz, Oliver and Cornelius ; he owns 114 acres.
of land, on which he has resided thirty-three years ; he and his wife have been
members of the German Baptist Church for many years ; his deceased wife was.
also a member of the same church. Jesse Fouts, first husband of 3Irs. Shearer^
died in 1844 ; they had three children, two living, viz, Rachel and Ira : Silas,
deceased
ISAAC SHELLABARGER, farmer; P. 0. Center, 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio;
born in Union Co., Penn, in the year 1828 ; is a son of David and Catherine SheUabarger : his father was born in Juniata Co., Penn, as was his mother; they resided
in their native State, in which they were married, till 1833, at which time they came
to New Carlisle. Clark Co, Ohio, where they lived one year ; then came to 3Iiami
Co. and settled in 3Ionroe Township, in which they lived a number of years ; they
removed to this townsliip and soon after went to Newberry Township, in which
they lived till their decease ; his father died in 1878, aged 87 years ; his mother
departed this life in 1848, at the age of 61 or 62 years ; they were parents of fifteen
children, ten of whom are living, viz, John, 3Iichael, Jacob, David, Isaac, Julia A ,
Alary A.. Anna. Catherine and Hannah ; the deceased are Sarah, Lydia, Samuel,
Solomon and Abraham. Our subject was reared on farms near Tippecanoe and
Covington, and, at the age of 21, went for himself; he followed various pursuits in
his younger days. In 1861, he was married to 3Iary Christian, by whom he has
had eight children, four of whom are living, viz, Joseph C, David W , 3Iarley R.
aud Carrie C. ; the deceased are Philip H , Anna C. and two in infancy. 3Irs. S.
is a daughter of Joseph and Nancy Christian : she was born in 1834, and on the
place where they now reside ; they have 238 acres of land, which was the old
Christian homestead ; their land is in a high state of cultivation and well improved—
the beautiful surroundings—the yard full of shrubbery which was planted manyyears ago—make their home a very delightful one; he has held the office of
School Director and Supervisor ; he is making strenuous efforts to educate his children, believing it to be the key to a successful aucl highly useful life, thus elevating the mind and placing it in a condition to occupy that high plane on which intelligence sits enthroned. 3Ir. S. has traveled through the States of Kentucky,
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa. Ohio aud 3Iissouri. doing a mercantile business.
W! C. SIGAFOOS. merchant. West 3Iilton; was born in Holmes Co, Ohio,
in 1844, and is a son of Dr. J. Sigafoos, who was born in the same county, and
removed to this county, in which he successfully practiced medicine for eighteen
vears ; after a sojourn offiveyears in Iowa, returaed to Ohio. Our subject was reared
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in West Milton, in which he received the rudiments of an education that was afterward developed in Lebanon College, where he received the requirements necessary
for teaching school, in which he afterward engaged in this county ; from here he
went to Louisa Co, Iowa, where he assumed the duties of his profession, ancl was
•elected Superintendent of Schools in the above county ; in 1873, he returned to
West 3IUton and engaged in mercantile life, in which he has been verv successful:
h e carries the largest stock in town, exceeding his competitors in the aggregate of
sales, July, 1862, he enlisted in the 85th 0 . Y. I , in which he served three
m o n t h s ; was discharged, and'afterward re-enlisted in Co. A, S8th 0 . Y. I., servi n g till the close of the war. As he was specially qualified, he was detailed to
t h e Government Detective Force, which hazardous position he held to the satisfaction of the Government ; he was honorably discharged from the service of his
country July 3, 1865. Oct. 20, 1873. he married Lucy A , an accomplished
•daughter of the Hon. J. H. Randall, whose sketch appears in this work. One
child is the result of their marriage—Howard C. born Sept. 4, 1878.
D. W. SINKS, merchant, AVest AIilton; vvas born in 3Iontgomery Co.. Ohio.
i n 1838, and is a son of Enoch and Catherine Sinks, natives of Alontgomery Co.:
both are living, and reside in AA'est AIilton. The}' are the parents of ten children.
of whom six are living. Our subject's boyhood days were spent on his fathers
farm, where he assisted in agricultural pursuits until he attained his majority. His
marriage with 3Iargaret J. Pearson was celebrated in 1859. She is a daughter of
Charles Pearson. They are the parents of three cliildren, viz., Edward, Charles
and Frank. Tn 1867, he engaged in a general mercantile business in AA'est AIilton.
which he has followed since with much success : by good stock and fair dealing
he has always secured his full share of the public patronage. Officially, Air.
Sinks has been highly honored by his townsmen and constituents, they having
elected him Treasurer of the township, in which capacity he has handled the people's money to the satisfaction of all, and much to his own credit. In the fall of
1879, he was elected County Treasurer. His long and successful business career
has eminently fitted him for the responsible position wliich he has been called to fill.
a n d that he will acquit himself in a manner satisfactory to the public is the universal verdict of his townsmen.
AYILLIA3I S3IITH, farmer ; P. 0 . AVest AIilton : born on the place where he
now resides Oct. 21, 1828; is a son of John and Elizabeth (Fonts) Smith. His
father was born in Ashe Co, N. C, April 3, 1801 : his mother was born in this
township July 3, 1809, and was a daughter of Grandfather Fouts, a pioneer, of
whom proper mention is made in the historical part of this work. His father, with
his parents, came to this country in the year 1810. and located in Brush Creek, in
Munroe Township, where he lived and died, having been born in Germany. John,
father of our subject, remained at home till his marriage, which occurred Dec. 4.
1824, after which he removed to this township, locating in the thick woods, being
obliged to cut away the underbrush before he could erect a cabin ; here he cleared
up a farm and made a permanent home, in which lie lived till his death. Sept. 26.
1870 ; his mother departed this life J u n e 19, 1855. They were parents of three
children, two of whom are living, v i z . Airs. 3IcCool. widow of Albert AIcCool. ancl
o u r subject. Alary, 3Irs. Fentress, deceased. Grandfather Henry Smith was born
in Baden, Germany, in 1770, and. owing allegiance to the crown, was obliged, in
order to get away, to go without means : on his landing in Baltimore, he was sold
to -a man named House, of Pennsylvania, to pay his transportation, and after gaining his freedom, removed to North Carolina. He died in 1827 ; he was the father
of nine children, three of whom are living, viz, Henry, Rachel and Leah; the two
latter reside in Fairbury, 111. The deceased are George. John, David, Catherine.
Sally and Elizabeth. Our subject's boyhood days were spent on the farm, and in
a manner usual with youth, and after gaining proper age and strength, he became
a valuable auxiliary to his,father in the labors ofthe farm, with whom he labored
till he attained his majority. He has been twice married ; first, with Henrietta
Pearson in 1849 ; to them two children were born, both deceased, viz.. John aucl
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Noah W. 3Irs. Smith died in 1851, aged 22 years. In 1853, with Mary Davis
he celebrated his second marriage ; to them six chUdren have been born, five of
whom are living, viz., Lawson. 3Iartha, Branson, IsabeUe and Esly. The deceased
—Elizabeth. He owns 190 acres of land, which is aU weU improved, making a
very desirable place in which to enjoy one's declining years. 3Irs. Smith is a
daughter of WiUiam and Elizabeth Davis, who were bom in Henry Co, Ya, and
removed to 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, about 1838, where he died June 2, 1852 ; he
was born June 11, 1800. Her mother was born in the same month and day, in
1803. and departed this life April 8, 1872. She was the mother of nine chUdren,
four sons and five daughters. She united with the Regular Baptist Church when
IS years of age, of which church she was an exemplary member; she afterward
united with the Christian Church, of which she was a member until her death.
AAT. H. S3IITH3IAN, nurseryman. West 3Iilton ; was bom in Clarion Co,
Penn.. in 1841, and is a son of Hemy and Agnes Smithman ; his father was bom
in Hanover. Germany, in 1816 ; his mother in AYittenberg. in the year 1820 ; they
emigrated to America with their parents and" friends when quite young ; they
settled in Pennsylvania, where they subsequently were married. In the home of
their adoption, they remained until 1865, when they came to Dayton, in which
place they resided one year, then moved to Piqua, where they have resided since.
They are parents of eleven children, of whom seven are living, viz, W. H. (our
subject), John B , Edward, Henry, Luly, Alary and Aggie. The deceased are
3Iaggie, Emma, Charlotte and AA'alter. AAT. H. was reared on the farm of his father,
on which he labored after he attained a proper age, until his majority, when he left
the parental roof and mingled with the affairs of the world. Aug. 1, 1862, he
enlisted in Co. G, of the 155th 0. A'. I. The regiment was quartered in Washington for awhile, and finally pushed forward to the front, and took an active part
in the battle of Fredericksburg, Ya., where his company lost twelve men. The
regiment maneuvered around for awhile, ancl then went with the Burnside expedition, and, after marching through mud for a week, went into winter quarters, where
thev remained till spring, when they were joined to Hooker's command and were engaged in the fight at Chancellorsville, after which they crossed the Rappahannock and were placed on picket duty. In April they were put on the move in
order to intercept Hood, who at the time was making a threatened invasion in the
North. The Rebels were met at Snakes Gap, where a slight brush was had, after
which they pushed on through Alarvland, and coming in collision with the enemy
at Hanover, Penn, a sharp engagement took place, after wliich they plunged into
the terrific battle of Gettysburg,"where AA'. H. was struck with a piece of shell, but
not seriously injured. They occupied the fortifications from which they could not
be dislodged, consequently the loss of the regiment was not severe. After the
battle, they passed down the Potomac and engaged the enemy at Beloy's Ford,
thence to Culpeper, Ya., thence to Alexandria, and finally crossed the Rappahannock and again went into winter quarters. In the spring they were placed under
Grant's command, and broke camp 3Iay 1. Immediately after, they closed with
the enemy in the tenible and ever-memorable battle of the Wilderness, and for
three successive days breasted the leaden hail, and received the terrific shocks of
the enemy's charge." The regiment lost heavily ; soon after, with thinned ranks and
battle-torn banners, they engaged with the enemy again at Laurel Hill, and in the
many subsequent sharp and decisive encounters that took place in and around
.Spottsylvania. In the Anna River fight, the enemy made tenible and repeated
assaults upon their ranks, and finally with overwhelming numbers carried their
liue. Finally, the battle of Cold Harbor was fought, after wliich they took up
position on the banks of the Jaraes River, held their ground, and pushed their lines
to the opposite bank in the afternoon, and the ensuing night found them on the
march to the vicinity of Richmond, where they were fearfully exposed to the
scathing fire for two days, and soon after charged the rebels in their intrenchments
on the line of the Norfbrk & Richmond Railroad, which they canied in briUiant
style, on the afternoon of June IS. 1864. Here W. H. received a wound in the
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knee-joint, and was also struck in the side by a spent ball. The wound compelled
him to retum to the Division Hospital, and soon after to the hospital of the 5th
Corps, where he remained for two weeks, after which he was sent to New York
City, where he remained five months ; he came home on a furlough and remained
one month, then went back to New York, from there to Philadelphia, when he was
cUscharged, April 9, 1865, on account of inability, caused by wounds. In 31 ay of
the same year, he located in Dayton, where he labored by- the month for two years ;
he then engaged in the nursery business with Peter Bohlahder, which they successfully followed over seven years, when he sold his interest ancl removed to Piqua r
where he purchased a farm in 1871, with the intention of establishing a nursery?
but sold to T. S. Cox, and in 1874, purchased 84 acres of land where he now resides.
His land is well situated, ancl in every way adapted to his business, which, taken in
conjunction with his knowledge and experience, insures a success in the enterprise,
thus giving farmers the advantage of buying home trees. He has all kinds of
large and small fruits, which are selected with great care, aud all who favor him
with orders will certainly be benefited by his long experience and superior knowledge. His marriage with Elizabeth Elmore was celebrated in 1868. She is a
daughter of David Elmore, who died in 1854 ; her mother is yet living and resides
in this county. They are the parents of two children, viz, John AV. aud Edna
Rose.
H. C. SNYDER, of the firm of Snyder & Brother, merchants, Potsdam : bom
in this place in the year 1839 ; is a son of Daniel and 3Iargaret Snyder ; his father
entered the land on which this village stands ; he was born in Pennsylvania, his
mother in this State, and is yet living; Jiis father died in 3Iarch, 1879. aged 64
years ; they were the parents of nine children, of whom five are living, viz, Calvin
G, 3Iary, Frances, John P. and our subject; the deceased are Cornelius. Daniely
Ephraim and Susan. H. C. was raised on the farm, on which he labored for his
father till his 18th year, at which time he began life for himself, and engaged in
farming for a short time, since when lie has followed various pursuits, prominent
among which is the mercantile and grocery business. In 1868. he was married to
Barbara Limpert, by whom he had one child, viz, Louella B , who was born in 1869.
Dec. 1, 1879, he entered a partnership with his brother Calvin and engaged in a
general mercantUe business ; they7 carry a full stock, which consists of dry goods,.
groceries, hats, caps, boots, shoes, and, in fact, everything usually found in a firstclass retail house; their long acquaintance with the people, in conjunction with
their popular business habits, will command for them their full share of the public
patronage ; this firm is yet in its infancy, but their facilities for doing business are
sure to make their competition felt by their cotemporaries. 31 r. Snyder has been
Postmaster of this office for thi'ee years.
JQHN SPITLER, farmer; P. 0. Potsdam; is another of the old and prominent settlers of this township; he was bom in 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, April 10.
1814, and is a son of John and Barbara Spitler; his father was born in Virginiain 1785, and departed this life in 1875 ; his mother vvas born in the State of Pennsylvania in the year 1788, and departed this life in 1872 ; they were married in
1807, and were the first couple married in Clay Township, Alontgomery Co. His
mother's parents removed from their native State to Kentucky in an early day, in
which State they7 lived some years, and, in about 1800, settled in 3Iontgomery Co.,
and at that time his mother was the only white girl on the west side of the Aliami
River; his father, John, came with his sister Elizabeth to Ohio, first settling in
Warren Co. in 1805, making the trip from Yirginia on horseback; to his parents
eleven chUdren were born, who all lived to be manied ; now only seven are living
—31ary, Jacob, Joseph, John, Andy, Hannah and Solomon; the deceased are
Susana, EUzabeth, Barbara and Samuel. The early life of these pioneers was
spent in a pleasant way, having plenty of everything to subsist on—all kinds of
vegetables and grain growing in profusion. 3Ir. Spitler informs us that, when the
Dayton and GreenviUe road was surveyed, his father was one of the party ; as a
means of defense, as well as for the purpose of striking fire, the party had two
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guns, which, from some cause, were lost; night coming on while they were in the
heavy woods of Darke Co, they were without the means to start a fire ; rubbing
sticks together was indulged in for a long time, but without success ; no flame
blessed their effort, and, as it was in the dead of winter, the party, ax in hand,,
chopped all night to keep from freezing, clearing or felling over an acre of heavy
timber. His grandmother, Alary Roher, was the first person baptized in the German Baptist Church in 3Iiami'VaUey; at the time of the Revolutionary war, a company of Tories made a raid on her father's stock and provender, when the heroic
girl, ax in hand, disputed the liberty they were taking ancl made them beat a hasty
retreat. His great-grandfather, John Spitler, was killed by the Indians about
the time of Braddock's inglorious defeat; he, with his wife and children, were in
the field, when they were suddenly attacked by the wily red men ; his wife and
children made tlieir escape, while he, in clambering over a fence, was precipitated,
by the breaking of a rail, into a dense undergrowth, and was overtaken and instantly
killed. His father. John Spitler, attended the funeral of Washington and listened
to the preaching of the sermon ; in 1810, he purchased 160 acres of land on the
Stillwater, near Covington, on which he had paid $80 ; the war breaking out, he
was pressed into the service and was unable to meet his obligations, in consequence
of which he lost his land ; after the war. by proclamation of President Adams, all
who held certificates of payment to the Government for laud were allowed to pay
$20 extra, and choose any other land belonging to the General Government; he was
present at the great treaty in Greenville, which was probably the largest congregation of Indians ever witnessed on the soil of Ohio. Our subject was reared on the
farm, on which he labored for his father till he was 21 years old ; in 1835, his father
sent him to Elkhart Co., Ind, to buy land; he traveled there on foot, with S6 iu his
pocket to bear expenses ; young John faithfully performed the duty assigned, aud
afterward made three more trips in the same manner. In 1839, he was married to
Esther Warner, by whom he had fourteen children, eleven of whom are living—
Oliver, Barbara, Elizabeth, Susanna, William, Hannah, Lydia, Frank, Ephraim,
Flory and Charley ; the deceased are John, Solomon and Alary ; Solomon was a
member of the 63d 0. Y. I.; he was wounded at Decatur, Ga, from the effects of
which he died Aug. 9, 1864—eighteen days afterward—aged 20 years 7 months
ancl 23 days. 3Ir. Spitler settled on the farm now occupied by his son-in-law,.
Jacob Kreider, in 3Iarch, 1841, on which he remained till 1877 ; then removed and
built a fine dwelling on the opposite side of the road, where he now resides : he
owns 160 acres of land, which is all in a good state of cultivation and handsomely
improved. He has held the offices of Trustee, Supervisor and School Director, aud
has also been a member of the Board of Education. He and his amiable wife are
members of the German Baptist Church, with which she has been connected for
thirty-four years, and he for a period of fifteen years ; his daughters Barbara and
Hannah are members of the same church. They have had thirty-nine grandchildren, thirty-two of whom are living. 3Irs. S. is a daughter of Jacob and Rose A.
Warner, who were born in Pennsylvania ; they came to Ohio in 1808, settling in
3Iontgomery Co, in which they lived till their decease—her father at the age of
61. her mother at the age of 46 years ; they were the parents of thirteen children,
of whom only three are living—Jacob, Nancy and Esther ; the deceased are Barbara. Abraham, Susanna, Elizabeth, John, 3Iary, Rose A , George, Henry and
Catherine. 3irs. S. was born in 3Iontgomerv Co.. Ohio, in the year 1820.
CHRISTIAN STICKEL, farmer ; P. 6. West MUton ; born in Lebanon Co.,
Penn, April 26, 1839 ; is a son of John and Catherine Stickel, who were bom in
Lancaster Co, Penn.; they removed to Lebanon Co, where they resided for some
years, then emigrated to 3Iiami Co. in 1853. in which they lived till their decease ;
his father died at the age of 66 years; his mother departed this life at the advanced
age of 73 years ; they were the parents of eleven children, of whom ten are living,
viz.. Peter, Samuel, Benjamin, Christian, Jacob, Elizabeth, now 3Irs. Edward Ruhl;
Catherine, now 3Irs. Samuel 3Iiller ; Hannah, now 3Irs. Levi Pane, and resides in
Pennsylvania ; Fianna. now 3Irs. John Slepey ; Susanna, unmarried ; the deceased
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Casper. Christian was raised on his father's farm, on which he labored till his 21st
year, at which time he began the battle of life, aud struggled manfully with contending adversity ; he labored in Montgomery Co. as a fann hand £or some time.
On the 14th day of November, 1868, he led to the marriage altar 3Iiss Rachel Pearson ; she is a daughter of Benjamin and Anna Pearson, who were among the early
pioneers of Miami Co. ; after his marriage, he came to the place where he now
resides ; he has 73^- acres of fine land, which is all in a fine state of cultivation.
with good, substantial buildings erected thereon. They are the parents of five
children, aU living, viz., Elger C, Estella, Harmon, Ellis and Anna 31. ; 3Irs. S. is
a member of the Society of Friends, and is a consistent Christian woman.
WILLIAM T. STONEBRAKER, farmer and teacher; P. 0. West AIilton ; was
bom July 5,1834, and is a son of Arnold S. and Sophia Stonebraker; his father was
bom in Virginia, and his mother in the State of 3Iaryiand ; they emigrated to and
settled in Champaign Co.,Ohio, about 1836 ; there they made their home ancl still reside ; they are parents of four cliildren, three of whom are living, viz, Charles, 3Iinerva,
and our subject; his father, by occupation, was a miller ; young AVilliam, after
attaining the proper age, attended the district school, and afterward entered the high
school in Urbana, in which he prosecuted his studies three years, fitting himself to
perform the duties of teaching, the profession he had chosen, and which he followed
in his native county from the fall of 1854 to the spring of 1865 ; after that he
taught in 3Iontgomery Co. at in'egular intervals for eight terms, three in one district, two in another; has also taught five terms in 3Iiami Co. and one in Darke
Co., making in the aggregate fifty-six quarters, for which he has received $6,501.15,
and he has paid $370 for board ; the distance traveled to and from school, 5.740
miles (this does not include travel on foot); he has the saddle yet in his possession.
which he claims will do for a few more quarters ; in the fall of 1870, he moved to
the place in which he now resides ; he owns 40 acres of land, which is all in a good
state of cultivation, with more than ordinary improvements erected thereon. Alay
16, 1867, he was married to Emma Baker, by whom he has had four children,
viz, Horace G, Claude O, Alaurice E. and Edgar A. Airs. S. is a daughter of
Abraham and Elizabeth Baker ; her father is dead, but her mother is living, aud
resides in this township; his father was born 3Iarch 6, 1811 ; his mother Oct. 29,
1810 ; our subject has been a regular attendant at the County Institute, and labors
hard to keep himself posted in all new methods of teaching ; he is a frequent contributor to the press ; in all branches 3Ir. Stonebraker is well versed, and as an
educator he stands at the head of his profession. 3Irs. S. was born in this county.
Sept. 16, 1849.
JOHN STRICKER, dealer in stoves and tinware, Laura : was born in Alontgomery Co., Ohio, in the year 1827 ; his father, Johu 31. Strieker, was born in Germany ; emigrated to America, and in 3Iaryland lived for awhile, then came to the
above county, in which he settled; he was the father of nine children, four of
whom are living, viz, 3Iargaret, Rosella, Susanna and John; his parents are both
deceased. Our subject learned the shoemaker's trade in the villages of Lewisburg
and Ithaca, which he followed for seventeen years ; then became a tinsmith, which
business he has been engaged in since 1873 ; he located in Laura in the fall of
1875 ; his fair dealing and moderate prices command for him a full share of the
public patronage. In June, 1858, he was married to Elizabeth Wiles, by whom he
had eight cliildren, all living, viz., George AA', Susanna, John, Grant, Emmeline.
Martha, Amanda and 3Iary; 3Irs. Strieker departed this life- in 1875, aged 35
years; his second marriage was celebrated with Eleanor Hess in September, 1878.
He makes a specialty of putting up country work ; his business extends over a
large territory and is constantly on the increase.
FRANCIS SWANK, farmer; P. O. Center, 3Iontgomery Co.: born in 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, in the year 1842 ; is a son of Solon and Elizabeth Swank, who
were born in the above county, in which they lived till their decease ; his father
died Sept, 2, 1877, aged 57 years and 4 months ; his mother, Dec. 24, of the same
year, aged 56 years 11 months and 22 days ; they were parents of eight children.
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three of whom are living, viz, Francis, John and Elmira; the deceased are Susan.
Mary A , Alvin, J u d y and Ephraim, who was a member and Corporal of Co. E.
63d 0. Y. I. ; he was wounded in the battle of Kenesaw 3Iountain; while reaching out from his rifle-pit to remove an obstruction to his sight, he received a buckshot wound in the wrist, necessitating amputation ; gangrene setting in afterward
caused his death July 22, 1864, aged 21 years, having passed through many of the
hard-fought battles of the war. Our subject was a member of the same company
and participated in all the battles in which the regiment was engaged ; he was one
of the fortunate ones, coming home " whole." Sept. 25, 1862, he was m a m e d to
Leah Ruhl, by whom he has had six children, five of whom are living, viz, Alice
C . Jesse 3 1 , Clinton C, Dora E. and Ezra J . ; Cora is deceased. He possesses
118 acres of good land, highly improved and in a state of good cultivation; he
and his estimable wife are members of the U. B. Church of two years' standing.
3Irs. Swank was born in Pennsylvania in the year 1841, and on the last day of
the year.
' E L I TENNEY, 31. D., deceased ; was born in Clark Co.. Ohio. 3Iarch 22,1809 :
at 16 years of age. he commenced school-teaching, which he followed for twenty
years. several years of which time he read medicine, and attended the Starling
3ledical College during the winters of 1847-48 : in 1848, he located at AVest 3Iilton. and soon gained an extensive practice. In 1855. he was elected to the Ohio
Legislature; in 1871, he was elected County Auditor, serving one term, aud
received the nomination for the second term, but died before the election; his
death, which occurred Sept. 15, 1873, was very sudden ; he was found by his
daughter Florence in his office lying on a sofa, a few minutes after breakfast ; she
spoke to him, receiving an answer that his head hurt badly ; he died in a few
moments. His life was a busy one : for twenty years he was occupied in teaching, and twenty-three years in his profession. In politics, he was a Whig until the
organization of the Republican party, under which standard he was twice elected
to official positions : he was a strong temperance advocate, and an active member
of the Washingtonian Society for many years ; as a devout Christian, he was
greatly beloved by his associates ; he was never known to utter an oath, ancl was
friendly to everything that promoted moral, social and intellectual development:
he was buried at AIilton Cemetery, the services being conducted by Revs. J. P.
AA'atson and William Jay. Dr. Tenney was married in 1830 to 3Iargaret Ann
Hatcher, who now resides in AA'est 31ilton; they were the parents of seven children,
v i z . Alary J , AA'ashington L. Nancy A., Alaria L.. Joseph A.. Florence P. and
AVilliam A. R.: all lived to an adult age ; five are now living.
OSCAR AI. TH03IAS, landscape, portrait and carriage painter, West AIilton :
was born in Concord Township, near Troy, in 1847 ; his gi'andfather was one of
the early pioneers, having emigrated from Kentucky to 31iami Co. about 1803.
locating on land in Concord Township when the primeval forest of Ohio was
unawakened from the repose of nature's solitude: on this land he reared his
familv. and there he was gathered to his fathers, at the advanced age of 89 years.
Our subject's father, J o h n Thomas, was born on the old home place in 1827. but
has resided in various places, having dealt quite extensively in lumber, though by
trade he was a plasterer: his mother, Elizabeth (AA'ingett) Thomas, was born near
Greenville. Ohio, about 1835 : they are the parents of seven children, of whom
five are living, viz., Oscar AL, Charley F , Alaple 0., Beecher 31. and Addie ; the
deceased are Belle and Caroline : his parents are living, and reside in Union City.
Ind. Our subject was raised on the farm, where he assisted in agiicultural pursuits till his 18th year, and during the time had the advantage of the common
schools : he then entered S. G. Grier"s Commercial School, in Dayton, where he
took the full commercial course ; he then began his trade, and worked under
instructions in Cozats Bros.* shops in Dayton, for four years ; in 1872, he removed
to Greenville, Ohio, and for one year faithfully labored at his t r a d e : thence to
Troy, where for four years he vvas actively engaged in his business : thence to West
Milton, where he is now located : he is a gentleman who is thoroughly educated in
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his business, fully understanding every branch of his work, and, from actual
observance, we know he is master of his vocations ; he also possesses good musical
ability, and is a member of the home band ; as a portrait and landscape painter,,
he possesses rare natural talent, and The Four Scenes of Life, which adorn the
walls of his parlors, show good artistic skiU and originality in characters ; the
first vividly portrays free, joyous and happy childhood, just entering the river of
life in a bark canoe, with not a ripple of water to mar life's early dream ; the
second is neatly and artistically drawn, representing the second scene in life, with
the voyagers a little farther down the stream of life, still joyous and happy, gliding peacefuUy along, and unconsciously nearing the breakers where so many lives
have been lost; iu the third scene, the voyager is strongly depicted in the midst
of the storms of life, his broken canoe is struggling violently with the surging
breakers, and the occupant is endeavoring to withstand the fury of the storm :
the weird grandeur of this scene is striking in contrast with the elements all have
to contend with ; the fourth is the closing scene of life ; the voyager has drifted
into more quiet waters ; the angel of mercy is hovering near ; the hand is palsied?
and no longer controls the craft, which is entirely at the mercy of the waters, and
on which angels keep a faithful vigil. His marriage with 3Iiss 3Iinuie Dibra was
celebrated Nov7. 17, 1868 ; her father, Henry Dibra, was born in New Jersey in
1803; her mother, Charity Dibra, was born in 3Iiami Co. in 1813 ; the}- are the
parents of seven children, six daughters ancl one son, viz, Lizzie, Alma. Elijah,
3Iinnie and Nannie ; the deceased are 3Iary and Susan. To the union of 3Ir. and
3Irs. Thomas two cliildren have been given, viz., Claudie. born Sept. 11, 1869, and
3Iav. born Aug. 16, 1864. 3Irs. Thomas is a member of the Christian Church of
Trov, and is an exemplary Christian woman.
" JOSEPH TH03IAS, farmer and carpenter ; P. 0. West 3Iilton ; he was bom in
Clay Township, 3Iontgomery Co., Ohio, 31arch 4, 1835, and is a son of Isaiah and
Elizabeth (Cox) Thomas, who were born in SouthCarolina—his father. July 30,1791.
his mother, Oct. 2, 1795 ; Grandfather John Thomas was bom in South Carolina
3Iarch 10, 1766, and was a son of Isaac and 3Iary (Davy) Thomas, who were also
born in South Carolina. John Thomas was manied to Ann Pemberton ; Elizabeth
(Cox) Thomas, mother of our subject, was a daughter of David and Jane
(Owen) Cox, who were probably born in South Carolina ; John Thomas, grandfather of our subject, came to Ohio in 1806 and settled in Warren Co, on the
Little 3Iiami River, where they resided a few years and then moved to 3Iontgomery Co, where they resided till their death ; he died 31 arch 10, 1847 ; his wife
departed this life July7 22, 1840 ; they were the parents of four children, viz, John,
Isaiah, George and Ann, the three latter are deceased ; Isaiah, father of our subject, came to Ohio with his parents, when a young man, remaining with them until
his marriage ; he was a farmer by occupation, and the laud which he chose for his
home was his dwelling-place for many years ; he reared a family of eight children,
of whom six are living, viz, David, Ann, Elijah, Susanna, 3Iartha and our subject;
the deceased are James and Isaac. 3Iany generations ago, the Cox family lived in the
mountain fastnesses of their Welsh home, and it is uot positively known where or
in what locality they first settled in this country ; Isaiah Thomas died 3Iay 8,.
1862; his wife departed her life June 6, 1877. Our subject was reared ou his
father's farm, on which he labored till his 21st year. On the 22d of December,.
1855, he formed a matrimonial alliance with 3Iiss Elizabeth, daughter of John E.
and Susanna (Coppock) Pemberton ; after his marriage, he engaged in farming in
3Iontgomery Co., for ten years ; disposing of his farm, he removed to near Laura,
3Iiami Co., but only remained a few months, when he sold out and purchased 5(3"
acres of land where he now resides ; his land is all in a good state of cultivation,.
and his farm buildings are superior in every particular ; his land was entered by
his wife's ancestors, in 1803, and is yet in the family connection ; after he moved
here, he cut down an apple tree, which had been planted many years ago, measuring
nearly four feet in diameter; he has been much engaged in carpentering since he has
made this his home, the work on the farm being performed by his som who is
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abundantly able to superintend all departments of the business ; he and his wife
are the parents of seven chUdren, of whom six are living, viz, John, WiUiam,
Emma, Clara, Francis and Sarah ; Henrietta, wife of Allen McDaniel, deceased,
aged 17 years 7 months and 9 days. John united his fortunes with Ada Pearson,
bv- whom he has one child, viz.. Orpha Liona.
NATHAN TH03IPSON, farmer and stone-cutter ; P. O.West 3IUton; was bom
in Newberry Township, 3Iiami Co, in 1844. His father, WUUam Thompson, was bom
in North Carolina in 1804, and remov-ed to Ohio with his parents when quite small.
His mother, Nancy (Rudy) Thompson, was born in the same year as her husband,
and departed this life when our subject was only 2 years of age. They were the
parents of thirteen children, of whom eight are living, viz, Polly, John, Sarah, Hannah, Henry, Nathan, Sylvester and 3Iartha; the deceased are Samuel, 3Iargaret.
James, Nancy A. and William. He was again manied to Rachel ShiUer, by whom
he haci two children, viz., 3Iatilda and Susan. Our subject was reared on the
farm, and at the age of 9 years began his battle of life alone and unaided. In
1861. he enlisted in Co. B, of the 44th 0. Y. I , in which he served for nearly three
years, when lie was discharged for inability to perform duty ; he was twice sunstruck, the last time so severely his life was almost despaired of; he passed
through some of the hard-fought battles, of which we mention Louisburg. Fayetteville, Charleston and Knoxville ; he was discharged from the service of his
country in September. 1864. After his return from the army, he remained with
his brother-in-law, Dr. Hollopeter, of Shelby Co, for one year, thence to near the
place where he now resides, in April, 1865. He has 50 acres of fine land, all in a
good state of cultivation. He was married to Amanda 3Iuck in 1865 ; she is a
daughter of Jacob and Christianna 3Iuck, who were born in Pennsylvania, but are
now residents of Newton Township, this coimty. They are the parents of nine
children, of whom seven are living, viz, Catherine. Rebecca. Barbara, Sarah. Samuel, Amanda and Lydia ; the deceased are Hemy F. and Caroline. 3Ir. and 3Irs.
Thompson are the parents of seven children, all living, viz, Samuel S, Sarah L ,
Christiana, Elizabeth, Jacob. 3Iaggie, Lydia and Jane. He and his wife have been
members of the Christian Church for twelve years, and are consistent Christian
people. He has held the office of School Director for seven vears.
TH03IAS YORE, farmer and miller ; P. 0. AVest AIilton; was born in Bedford Co, Penn, in the year 1819 ; he is a son of Joseph and Rebecca \ r ore, who
were born in Pennsylvania, in which State they were married and resided until
1824 or 1825, when they removed to this county, in which they made a permanent
home until their decease ; he died in 1826, when in middle-age : she survived her
husband a few years, and died at 40 years of age ; they were parents of nine children, six of whom are living, viz, Joseph, Isaac, AA'illiam, Elizabeth, Thomas and
Peter. The deceased are Alary A, Rebecca and Susan A. Our subject was reared
on a farm, on which he labored until he was 18 years of age, at which time he
engaged in carpentering and cabinet-making, which trades he foUowed till 1843,
when he was married to Susanna Fouts; to them have been born eight children,
of whora three are living, viz.. Sarah E.. now 3Irs. Edwin Eby ; Thomas A. and
Elmer E.; the deceased are Alvin E , Hamet R, 3Iary J.. William H. and John
C. After his marriage, he engaged in farming on the east side of the river, working on rented land for six years, making enough in the meantime to purchase 81
acres of land, and, about this time his wife came in possession of 81 acres more,
from her father's estate : he afterward purchased 165 acres, which made a very
large and remunerative farm. Desiring a different field in which to operate, he
exchanged 180 acres of his land for a fine mill property, situated a little south of
3Iilton, which he still owns, but is operated by different parties; his home farm is
in excellent condition and finely improved ; he informs us 7 acres of his wheat of
the crop of 1879 yielded fifty bushels per acre; he began life empty-handed,
and, aside from the 81 acres inherited, the property- is the fruit of his own
labor. 3Irs. Y.'s parents. Henry and Elizabetii Fouts. were among the early settlers : her father was born in South Carolina, and came to this county in 1803 ;
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her mother was born here, and was a daughter of Fred Yount, who will receive
a mention in this work ; they were parents of five children, two of whom are
living, viz, Aaron and 3Irs. V.; the deceased are 3Iilly, John C. and one in infancy.
3Ir. and 3Irs. Yore are exemplary members of the Christian Church, with which
they have been connected for a number of years. He has been Trustee and School
Director in the township for a number of years. On his home place is located
a limekiln, in which is bumed a good quality of Ume.
JACOB WELBAU3I, farmer ; P. 0. Potsdam ; was born in Bedford Co,
Penn, in the year 1809, and is a son of Charles ancl Elizabeth Welbaum, who were
bom in the same State ; their parents, however, were born in Germany. His father
aud mother came to Ohio in 1813, and settled on land near Salem, Alontgomery
Co, on which they lived till their decease. His father died in 1847, aged 59 years
8 months and 27 days. His mother departed this life in 1849, aged 61 years 4
months and 16 days. They were parents of ten children, eight of whom are living,
viz, David, 3Iary, Elizabeth, Catherine, Christian, 3Iichael, Benjamin and Jacob ;
the deceased are Susanna and Rebecca. Our subject was reared on the farm, and,
being only 4 years old at the time his parents came to this State, he has seen his
full share of hard work, informing us he has helped to clear up three different
farms. He remained with his parents till he was 21 years of age, at which time he
began life for himself. In 1832, he was married to 31ary 3Iiller by whom he had
five children, two of whom are living, viz, Charles and Sarah ; the deceased are
Joseph, 3Iichael and David. 3Irs. W. died in 1839, aged 31 years ancl 20 days.
His second marriage was with Elizabeth Cron in 1842. by whom he had two children, viz, Rachel A. and 3Iary A.; the former deceased. 3Irs. W died in 1844,
aged 31 years. His third marriage was celebrated with Elizabeth Ruble in 1846 :
to them eight children were born, six of whom are living, viz.. Alonzo, Ann, Elizabeth, Catherine, Lewis and Lydia B.; the deceased are Henry and Elizabeth. Airs.
W. departed this life in 1855, aged 44 years 2 months and 12 days. His last marriage was celebrated with Susanna Rudisill in 1858, by whom he had six children,
five of whom are living, viz, Alartha, Jacob, Laura. Susanna and Benjamin ; Levi
deceased. He has fourteen living children : tliose who are doing for themselves
are settled in life and doing well. In 1833, he settled on the place on which he
now resides, and, at the time, his land was all in the woods, but years of incessant
toil have brought it to a high state of cultivation. He owns 137 acres at the present time, 80 acres only at the time of settlement. He has held the office of Supervisor ancl School Director, the latter for a period of fifteen years. He and his wife
are members of the German Baptist Church, and are exemplary Christian people,
his deceased wives were also members of the same church, and died relying fully
upon the promises of their Redeemer.
BENJA3IIN AVEYBRIGHT, farmer ; P. 0 West AIilton; was born iu 1830, in
3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, and is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Fetters) AVeybright,
who were born in Pennsylvania; they removed with their parents to thc above county
about 1805, in which they were married and lived till their death ; his father died Nov.
11,1865, aged 76 years 5 months and 18 days; his mother departed this life Sept. 15,
1879, aged about 82 years ; they were the parents of nine children, seven of whom
are living, viz, John, Samuel, Joseph, Jacob, Benjamin, Sarah (now 3Irs. Puterbaugh), and Elizabeth (now Mrs. Wenger). Our subject was raised on the farm,
where in early life he learned the use of agricultural implements ; he is naturally
inclined to mechanical pursuits, having considerable talent—nature's gift—which
enables him to construct almost anything he desires. Jan. 2, 1852;he was married
to Lydia Stoltz, by whom he has had five children, viz, Elizabeth (now 31rs. Baker),
John, Jacob, Sarah and David. His land, 87 acres, is in a high state of cultivation
and well improved; he also owns SO acres in Darke Co, which is improved land.
He and his estimable wife have been members of the German Baptist Church for
many years ; both take an active part in religious matters, and a pleasure in promoting the happiness and comfort of all with whom they come in contact. Their
daughter, 3Irs. Baker, is also a member of the same church. David has been one
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of the teachers iu the schools of the county, and is well qualified to discharge the
duties pertaining to the profession.
DAVIS WHEELOCK. farmer ; P. 0. AVest AIilton ; was born on Sec. 23 in
this township June 16, 1838, and is a son of Lyman and 31ary Wheelock, who
were among the early pioneers of this county ; his father was a native of Massachusetts ; his mother is from North Carolina; his early days were spent in the
usual way incident to youth, and he labored on the home farm till his 26th year. His
marriage with Adelba 3Iorse was celebrated Oct, 8, 1863 ; she is a daughter of
Henry and Catherine 3Iorse, and was born in 3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, 3Iarch 26,
1843 ; he remained two years on the old home farm after his marriage, and then
remov-ed to near Laura, where he owned 95 acres of land; on this he remained
about six years, after which he sold out and came to the place where he now resides ; he owns 118^ acres of excellent land, whieh is well kept and improved, evidencing the enterprising spirit of its owner ; he only had the priv-ilege of attending
the common district school, in which he fitted himself to perform and discharge
all the duties pertaining to business transactions ; he was a member of Co. D,
148th 0. V. I , 100-day men, whose time of sendee was consumed in doing duty
on the Potomac, in the vicinity of AV ashington. 3Ir. and 3Irs. Wheelock are the
parents of six cnildren. all living, viz, Harry. Linnie, Ellis, Lutie, Altie and Ethel.
ALEXANDER WIESER, blacksmith," Potsdam. The subject of this memoir
was born in Bavaria, Germany, in the year 1834 ; his parents, 3Iathias and Anna
AA'ieser, were born in the same place, and emigrated to America in 1836, landing
in New York. They located in Philadelphia, Penn, in which place they remained
until 1840, theu removed to New York State, from there to Illinois, thence to
3Iissouri. where he entered the army, and soon after died in Benton Barracks, St.
Louis, aged 52 years. His mother died in Camden Point, 3Io, in 1860, aged 55
years ; they were parents of six children, four of whom are living, viz, Frederick,
3Iary. Aralentine ancl our subject. He learned his trade in Springfield, 111, and St.
Louis. AIo, and followed it in the State of New York. In 1861, he located in
Georgetown, and since has been successfully occupied at his trade. He was a
sailor for two years, visiting many foreign parts. In 1858, he was married to
3Iary E. Shaffer, by whom he has had ten children, three of whom are living, viz,
John A, George AV. and 3Iary ; the rest all died in infancy. He owns a fine farm
of 40 acres in 3Iunroe Township, Darke Go, which is in cultivation and well
improved. He also owns a residence, shop and 3 acres of ground in the village.
His wife is a member of the Brethren in Christ Church, ancl an exemplary Christian
woman.
GEORGE AVRIGHT, farmer; P. 0. Potsdam ; is another of the old and permanent settlers of this township ; he was born in Dauphin Co, Penn, in the year
1810. and is a son of Robert and Elizabetii Wright; his father was born in Ireland, his mother in England; they emigrated to America and settled in Pennsylvania, in which State they were married ; in 1830, they remov-ed to and settled in
3Iontgomery Co, Ohio, in which they lived until death; while passing from the
barn to the house, he was struck by a passing train and instantly killed, aged 75
years; she died when at the advanced age of 89 years ; they were parents of seven
children, four of whom are living, viz., George. Robert, Alexander and Catherine;
the deceased are John, 3Iary ancl James. Our subject was reared on the fann. on
which he labored till he was 18 years of age ; he then began learning the fulling
and carding business, which he followed in 31ontgomery Co. for eight years ; then
came to this county in 1836 and entered SO acres of land, on which he now resides ;
he has a beautiful farm, which contains 192 acres, well cultivated and improved;
In 1831, he was married to Barbara Smith, born in 3Iontgomery Co. in 1809, by
whom he has had ten children, seven of whom are living, viz, John S, Jacob, Alexander, Robert, Abraham, Henry and Sylvester; the deceased are William. David
and Elhanuan; David was a member of Co. B, 8th 0. Y. C, and was wounded in
the battle of 3Iartinsburg. Ya„ Sept. 1. 1864 : he lay on the field till the following
day. being cared for by the citizens; mortification setting in, he died on the 3cl
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day of September, 1864, and his remains are at rest in the National Cemetery in
Virginia. Mr. Wright has filled the offices of Trustee and School Director for
years; he and his amiable wife have been exemplary members of the Brethren in
Christ Church for a period of forty years, laboring long and faithfully in their
Master's calling; the majority of his children are members of the same church,
which is a source of gratification to their aged parents.
ROBERT WRIGHT, farmer; P. 0. Potsdam ; was born in Dauphin Co,
Penn, in the year 1812, and is a son of Robert and Elizabeth Wright. His father
was born in Ireland, and, with his mother, emigrated to America, and settled in Pennsylvania ; his mother was born in Philadelphia ; they were married in the above
county, in which she was reared, having been left an orphan; they emigrated to
Montgomery7 Co, Ohio, where they lived till death, which occurred at advanced ages,
he being kUled by the cars. They were parents of eight children of whom four are
living, viz., Alexander, Robert, George and Catherine ; the deceased are John, 3Iary,
James and one in infancy. 3Ir. AVright was reared on the farm, on wliich he
labored for his father tUl his 20th year. In 1832, he was married to Eliza Crawford, by whom he had six children, three of whom are living, viz., George AA', John
and Susan. George is a minister in the Brethren in Christ Church, in which he
has labored for seven years. 3Irs. Wright died in 1844, aged 36 years. His second marriage was celebrated with Christena Wright in 1847, by whom he has had
six children, all living, viz., Andrew T, Joseph, Samuel, Harvey, Sarali A. and
Nora B. Mrs. Wright is a daughter of James Wright, who was born in Ireland,
and emigrated to America, settling in Northern Ohio, both deceased. They were
parents of nine children, viz., Mary, Joseph, Robert, Christena, George, Susan,
Leah, Anna and Henry. His first wife was an orphan, and of her parents nothing is known ; she was bom in PennsyIvania, and had one brother, John, and three
sisters, viz., Barbara, Jane and Alollie. Soon after his first marriage, 3Ir. Wright
settled on land in this townsliip, which was all in the woods, aud, after clearing it
up, sold to his brother George and purchased 178 acres adjoining his first purchase; this land was partly improved, being the first place opened in this locality :
he has made his home on this farm. He began life with no capital, but, by dint of
hard labor, succeeded in making a good home, which is the reward of the industrious. He and his wife are members of the Brethren in Christ Church, with
which they have been connected six years. He has been Trustee of the township
seven years, and a member of the Board of Education for twenty-one years.
JOHN S. WRIGHT, farmer ; P. 0. Potsdam ; was born inMontgomery Co,
Ohio, in 1831, and is a son ofthe well and favorably known George Wright, whose
sketch appears on the pages of this township history. His boyhood days were
spent on his father's farm, with whom he remained and labored till his 23d year.
Nov. 27,1853, he was married to Susanna Hatfield, by whom he has had ten children, six of whom are living, viz, Lydia, Warren, Elmer, Sophronia, Owen and
Noah; the deceased are Jerome, Allen and two in infancy. 3Irs. Wright is a
daughter of Henry and Catherine Hatfield, who were old residents of this county ;
he died at the age of 73 years 4 months and 24 days ; her mother had resided
with our subject for sixteen years and twenty-five days, dying at the age of 91
years, and was buried on her birthday, being .two days short of the above age.
He owns 77 acres of land, which is in a high state of cultivation. In 1854, he
became a member of the Brethren in Christ Church, of which he was an exemplary brother, and in 1874 became a member of the Christian Church. 3Irs.
Wright has also been a member of the Brethren in Christ Church, but is now a
member of the Christian Church ; both are exemplary- Christians. He is no political aspirant, but has held the offices of Supervisor ancl School Director, the latter
for a period of nine years.
GEORGE YOUNCE, farmer ; P. O. West 3Iilton ; was born in Ashe Co, N. C,
in 1824, and is a son of Joseph and Elizabeth Younce, who were born in the same
State, in which they were married and lived till their removal here in 1842, and
afterward removed to Indiana, where they now reside. They were the parents of
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six chUdren, five of whom are living, viz, George, Sarah, Solomon, John and Charity ; Catherine, deceased. Our subject's early boyhood days were spent on the farm
in North Carolina ; after his arrival here he learned the blacksmith trade, which he
followed about twenty years, then abandoned the work, so far as working for the
public was concemed. In 1846, he was married to Lavina Knife, by whom he has
had nine children, four of whom are living, viz, David, Carolme, Samuel and Lemuel ; the deceased are AVilliam H., Joseph and Oliver, Warren and Webster (twins);
William H. and Oliver died only a day apart, the former on the 9th and Oliver on
the 10th of July, 1868 ; the twins, Warren and Webster, died from diphtheria. After
his marriage he lived in 3Ionroe Township for nine years, worked at his trade, and
farmed some, after which he purchased 83 acres of land, on which he now resides.
His land is all in a good state of cultivation aud well improved. He is one of our
self-made men, having begun life without a dollar, and, after the marriage ceremony was performed, he was the possessor of half a dime. Hard work and good
management have placed him in possession of a good home. He is no political
aspirant, but has held the office of School Director and Supervisor, also been a
member of the Board of Education. He and his wife are members of the German
Baptist Church of twenty years' standing, and are every-day Christians, taking a
great interest in the welfare of their church and the cause and development of the
Christian religion. The pioneer Preacher, Philip Younce, was a great-uncle to our
subject, and preached among the very first in the Stillwater Valley. His children,
with the exception of one, are members of the same church, which affords their
parents much satisfaction. His parents are members of the Disciples' Church.
ELA3I YOUNT, farmer; P. 0. West 3Iilton; is another of the prominent
and early settlers of this township ; he was born in the place where he now resides
in 1813 and is a son of Frederick and 31ary Yount; Frederick was bora in North
Carolina, where he celebrated his marriage with Miss Mary 31ast; he was a farmer
by occupation, and, when the favorable reports of the great Northwest Territory
reached the ears of the Southern farmers, he was one of the first to forsake the comforts
of his native State and brave the perils incident to frontier life ; he located first on
the banks of the famous Ohio, in what was then the Northwest Territory, in 1798 ;
here he remained till the spring of 1803, soon after the admission ofthe State into
the Union, when his restless spirit again took up its journey- northwestward; he
settled finally- on the very spot where the residence of our subject now stands—
then on the extreme confines of civilization. We might consume hours in writing
interesting incidents of this veteran of civilization, but much will be embodied in
the general history of this township. Here in this place he spent the remainder of
his days, his death occurring 31arch 4, 1864, at the advanced age of 85 years and
11 months; his devoted wife preceded him to her final resting-place Oct. 8, 1859,
Elam's boyhood clays were spent on a farm, and were not unlike those of other
pioneer farmer boys ; he assisted in the duties of the farm till he reached years of
maturity, when he began life for himself. His marriage with 3Iiss Mary Kyle was
celebrated Oct. 10, 1844 ; she is also a native of this county ; her parents were
natives of Kentucky, ancl settled in this county iu the beginning of the present
century, and were the first settlers ; Mr. Kyle's death occurred when iu his 51st
year ; his wife survived him till her 74th year ; 3Ir. and 3Irs. Yount were the parents
of nine children, viz, Sarah A, Samuel K., Laura 31, Frederick (deceased), William,
James B. (deceased), John F , 3Iary B , and one who died in infancy.
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MARY CALDWELL, deceased ; daughter of 3Iathew Caldwell, Esq.. who
came from the State of Kentucky in 1806, ancl entered out of the land office a
large tract of land upon which all that part of the city of Piqua is now situated
west of and adjoining Wayne street. His family was composed of his wife 3Iary
Pinkerton, sons Mathew, David, James and Samuel, and his daughters Mary (the
subject of this sketch) and Sarah (who intermarried with Henry Kitchen, Esq,
whose biography has been given). 3Iary married Stephen Johnston, in September,
1810, while he was chief clerk in the public store at Fort AVayne, Ind, and remained
there until in August, 1812, when the Indians became insolent, and their alliance
with the British in the war then declared was evident. She was sent into the settlement where her mother resided upon the farm, the old homestead, now occupied
by James Hamilton, Esq, adjoining the city. About the time of her departure
from Fort Wayme, the massacre of Chicago took place. Her husband remained at
Fort Wayne until August 28, when, in attempting to go out of the fort with two
other men, as messengers to meet Gen. Harrison, who was marching to the relief
of Fort Wayne, he was killed by the Indians. She was the mother of three
children ; Eliza, who intermanied with Stephen AArinans, and emigrated to California
and died there ; Stephen Johnston, Esq, who is still living in Piqua ; Alary 3Iatilda,
daughter of Daniel 31. Mitchell, who was married to her about ten years after the loss
of her first husband. Her life was one of adventure. Born at Brian's Station in
Kentucky, in 1788, during the days that gave the State the name of the ' : dark and
bloody ground," when the Indians were frequently making raids, stealing horses and
murdering the settlers, and being personally acquainted with Daniel Boone,
then removing to Ohio in 1806, and then to Fort AVayne after her marriage,
there to meet the red man of the forest, and seeing the noted Chief Tecumseh
often at Fort Wayne, and finally to be compelled in the last of her days to
witnesr the organization of military forces to suppress the rebeUion of 1861—in
August of that years he was called away to final rest. By the old settlers of Piqua,
her Ufe and example were highly appreciated, as a woman of extraordinary stability
of mind, sound judgment, and highly7 respected for her broad charity and Christian
virtues.

