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HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

James C. McMillan, son of Daniel and Jeannette McMillan, was
born in Chester .District, South Carolina, in 1810. He received
what in those days was considered a fair English education, partly
under his uncle, Rev. Hugh McMillan, who removed, in 1827, from
thence to Xenia, Ohio, where he opened an academy in a log cabin
on the corner of Market and Collier streets. His students, on presenting a certificate from him stating the books they had read under
his care, were not recpiired to pass an examination on entering
Miami University.
In the year 1830, James C. McMillan, in his twentieth year, was
furnished by his father with a horse and saddle, and instructed to
travel through Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, for
the purpose'of selecting a home to which the family, then numbering one dozen, could remove. The principal reason for moving
was that the Reformed Presbyterian Church, of which the whole
family were members, did not permit any of her members to hold
slaves. This law was enacted by the synod of that church in 1806,
and it was probably the first church organization in the United
States of America that adopted this rule. I n accordance with instructions received from his parents, in company with a relative,
John McMillan, the journey was undertaken in March of that year,
aud he returned in September. During that time portions of each
of those states were visited, and before he returned he selected what
was then known as the Gibson farm, two miles east of Xenia, on
the Columbus road, agreeing to pay twelve dollars per acre for two
hundred and forty acres. On his return to South Carolina, his
father ratified the contract by sending United States Bank notes
with a friend to pay for the farm. A t that time there were six
brothers of that family, Baniel, John, Bavid, Gavin, James, and
Hugh, all married, who with their families, removed to Ohio.
Two of them were ministers in the same church. I n March, 1832,
James C. McMillan and Margaret Millen were united in marriage
by Rev. L . Bavis. Shortly after, his father's family, with seven
other families, in wagons, entered on the journey which took near
five weeks, campiug out every night. A l l enjoyed good health
throughout the trip.
That summer was spent on the farm. Assisted by James Wilson, he cradled the first field of wheat of twenty
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acres known to be cut with a cradle in the county. I n September
of that year, he engaged with John Dodd as clerk for three years,
selling goods at a salary of three hundred dollars a year, in what
was then known as the Galloway corner. A t the close of this term
he entered into partnership with E l i Millen, and sold goods for ten
years in the same building. J. Dodd removed to his own building,
now known as St. George's Hotel. A t the opening of the Little
Miami Railroad to Xenia, having built on the corner of Second and
Detroit streets, he removed his stock of goods in the railroad store,
where he continued in business until he sold out to Cooper & Hutcheson. For twenty-five years he has acted as corresponding secretary, and treasurer of Greene County Bible Society, canvassing
the county annually, some years raising one thousand two hundred
dollars in the county. I n 1860, be was elected director of the Greene
County Infirmary, and with the exception of one term has filled
that office, acting as secretary of the board, ever since. This is the
only office he has had in the couuty or state. He only raised one
son, Samuel, who graduated at Miami University in 1860. A t the
breaking out of the war in 1861, he volunteered and went out as'a
private soldier in the one hundred and tenth regiment in company
with A . M . Stark, who was captured at the battle of Winchester.
Samuel escaped by a singular incident, Mr. Stark, having a fine
gun that was cumbersone at such a time, threw it away, saying to
Samuel, " i f you can take care of that gun you may have it." Stooping to pick it up and arrange it with his knapsack, he fell behind
the company through a thicket of brush, missed their track, and
struck out in another direction. He thus escaped being captured,
and serving a term of fifteen months in Libby Prison. He afterwards fell in with another portion of the regiment under the command of General Keifer, and was engaged in the battle at Monocacy, where he was wounded by a ball in his foot. Beceiving a
furlough, he came home, and afterwards returned to his post, remaining in the army until the close of the war. W hile at Washington City, when the troops were being examined in 1865, on the
Potomac, without the usual equipage, lying on the damp ground
he caught a severe cold that settled on his lungs, and about a year
after he was honorably discharged. He died of consumption, aged
thirty-three years. Out of seven children, two daughters, Emma
and Mary, only survive. I n 1819, the Reformed Presbyterian
Church, on the corner of Columbus and Market Streets, was built;
T
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the first pastor being Rev. J. A . Crawford. J. C. McMillan, with
W m . McQuiston, and John Miller, was elected ruling elder, which
office he still holds in the Third United Presbyterian Church of
Xenia, which was formed by a union of the remaining members of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and a portion of the Second
United Presbyterian Church, in 1870, their first pastor being Rev.
W . H . McMillan, the next, Rev. R. Turnbull, and the present pastor, Rev. W . G. Morehead.
Rev. John McMillan, brother of J. C. McMillan still survives, and
is pastor of a Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, Daniel McMillian, his youngest brother, died in 1876. He had the reputation of
having some years ago, the finest herd of Durham cattle in the
state of Ohio, and did much in improving the quality of stock in
Greene County.
F. D. Torrence, of the firm of McDowell & Torrence, lumber
dealers, Xenia, was born in the above place in 1842, and is a son of
David Torrence, deceased. His boyhood was passed in Springfield,
where he received the rudiments of his education, which was afterwards developed by a course of study in a college in the above
place. A p r i l 16, 1861, he enlisted in the Sixteenth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, and before leaving the state in August of the same year
was transferred to Captain Mitchell's battery of light artillery,
which was placed under the command of General Fremont, in the
department of Missouri. He saw much active service, and was in
the battles of Pea Ridge, Doniphan, Duvall's Bluffs, Arkansas
Post, Champion H i l l , Baymond, seige of Jackson, etc. In all he
participated in tweiity-two different engagements. The last two
years of his term were passed in the quarter-masters department, at
Xew Orleans and Matagorda, He was discharged in September,
1865, having passed more than four years in the service of his
country. I n 1869 he located in Xenia, and embarked i n the lumber business, to which he has since given his attention. I n 1874
he was married to Mary Bidgley, by whom he has had two children, Fred and Mary. M r . Torrence and his estimable wife
are exemplary members of the United Presbyterian Church, with
which they have been connected some years.
James Harper, probate judge of Greene County, was born in
Rockbridge County, Virginia, August 4, 1809. He is a son of A n drew and Jane (Currle) Harper. His father was born in Ireland,
his mother in Scotland, and when a child emigrated with her

XENIA TOWNSHIP.

465

parents and settled in Virginia. Mr. Harper, sr., came to this
country when twenty-one years old, and located in Huntington
County, Pennsylvania, where he lived a few years. He then went
to Virginia, where he was married, and lived till his death, which
occurred in the sixty-eighth year of his age. After his death, in
1834, his widow aud children came to Ohio, where she died, aged
seventy-two years. They were the parents of nine children who
grew to manhood and womanhood, three of whom are living, Mary
Hamilton, nee Harper, Andrew, and James. The deceased are
Eliza, George, Hugh, Jane, William, and Margaret. The early
life of Mr. Harper was passed in Virginia on the farm. He received
his education in the common schools. After attaining his majority
he embarked in life for himself, and for sixteen years after arriving
in Ohio labored in a cooper shop, and during that time was elected
justice of the peace, the first public ofiice he held. He afterwards
served as recorder for three years, besides holding various township offices. I n 1852 he was elected probate judge of Greene
County, a position he held continuously until 1862, when a break
occurred of two terms. I n the fall of 1867 he was again re-elected.
I n 1839 he was married to Jane, daughter of James and Kesiah
Shields, of this county, by whom he has had three children, John,
Lavina, and "William.
John was a member of Company D,
Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, served upwards of three years,
and passed through many of the hard-fought battles of the war.
The judge and his exemplary wife are members of the Presbyterian
church—having belonged for many years.
James A . Scott, of Xenia, is among the oldest and most .prominent citizens of Greene County. He was born in Northumberland
County, Pennsylvania, in the year 1794, and is a son of William
Scott, who was born in the same state. His boyhood was passed in
his native state. He received a very limited education in the subscription schools, then the only system of learning in existence
where a poor boy could obtain an education, which, at the most,
was crude. I n 1815, he, with his brother, came to Greene County,
and in 1816 returned to Pennsylvania, married Elizabeth Shannon,
and soon after returned to Xenia. He was just merging into manhood, being in his twenty-first year, a time when human aspirations
know no bounds. He first engaged in nulling, which he followed
for ten years. In 1826 he was elected sheriff of Greene County, a
position he held two successive terms, discharging the duties with
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an impartiality and ability that paved the way for bis nomination
and election to the House in 1833. His parliamentary ability and
great originality made him a favorite, and he was re-elected in 1838,
and again in 1839. Fpon his return home from the latter term, he
was tendered the office of recorder, which he filled for a number of
consecutive terms, after which be was elected auditor, being the
last position he held in the county, though be has represented some
of the offices of the township and corporation. During the war of
1812, he served under the command of Adamson Tannehill, and at
the expiration of his enlisted term was honorably discharged. He
is one of the few survivors of that war whose names are upon the
pension rolls of our government. I n politics lie is strongly Republican, and during the life of the old Whig party was one of its
warmest and most zealous supporters, giving it his influence, as he
has to all other principles which tend to promote the condition of
man, whether in church, state, or society. He and his aged wife
are members of the Presbyterian Church, with which they have
been connected for thirty years, she having previously belonged to
the Reformed Church. Nine children have been born to them, six
of whom death has consigned to the tomb—William, John, Robert,
Jane, Elizabeth, and Mary E. The living are David, Margaret,
and James. His sou John was a member of Company B , SeventyFourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and a second lieutenant. He enlisted at the beginning of the war, and was killed at Jonesborough,
Georgia, in the fall of 1861. His remains were brought home, and
interred in the cemetery adjoining Xenia, where a monument has
been erected to his memory.
William Allen, clerk, Xenia, Ohio, was born in Charleston, West
Virginia, and is a son of Arthur and Kitty Allen. They had a
family of seven children, and immigrated to Ohio in 1862. W i l l iam the subject of our sketch, was married to Miss Susan McBra,
daughter of Charles and Frances McBra, of Kentucky. They had
a family of three children. Alice A . and Louis A . are dead, leaving only Lee Allen to comfort them in their trials and troubles
through life. When the call was made in defense of our flag, ha
stepped to the front, and enlisted in the Sixteenth Colored Begimeut, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Colonel W . B. Gaugh, in
Company K , Captain Possell commanding, and after going with
his regiment through the bloody battles in which it participated,
he was discharged on the 16th day of March, 1865, and returned
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to Xenia, where he has since lived as a man of trust and honor, in
the employ of Samuel Allison, for over seventeen years.
Warren Anderson, printer, Xenia, Ohio, was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, May 28, 1832, and is a son of Xoah and Mary
Anderson. He is the eldest of ten children. The family moved to
"Elkhart County, Indiana, when Warren was in his sixth year. He
assisted in clearing a farm of one hundred and twenty acres out of
the thick woods. A t the age of nineteen, broken down by hard
labor and exposure, he entered a dry-goods house, with J. H . Defrees, at Goshen, in the same county, where he remained two years,
after which he entered S. E. Davis' store for a few months. He
then engaged in teaching, and taught his first school in 1852, a few
miles south of Goshen. I n 1851 he came back to Ohio, and opened
books for his uncle, in his store on W o l f Creek, ten miles west of
Dayton, Ohio, and remained with him until 1856, when he removed
to Yellow Springs, Greene County, and entered the preparatory department at Antioch College, under Horace Mann, where he remained four years, teaching during the winter, in order to prepare
himself for a classical course, up to the year 1860. When President Mann died he was at his bedside, and received his kind farewell. The following fall and winter he taught school at Cass,
Miami County, and in the spring of 1861 became principal of
Goshen Seminary, Clermont County, Ohio. Being near Camp Dennison, the war demoralized the school, and it was discontinued for
a time. I n the winter of 1861 he taught near Tippecanoe City;
Ohio,aud in 1862 was principal of the Industrial Academy at Hillsboro, near Richmond, Indiana. The same year he returned to
Goshen, Indiana, and commenced the study of law with George I ) .
Copeland. Subsequently Copeland bought the Goshen (Indiana)
Times, and Mr. Anderson became assistant editor. I n 1863 he
resigned, and visited Washington, D. ('. In the winter of 1863'61 he taught school in Miami County, Ohio, where he cast his vote
for Honest Old Abe for president in 1860, and again in 1864. I n
1864 he dismissed school, and enlisted in Company I , One Hundred
and Forty-Seventh Regiment, Ohio National Guard. The regiment
was mustered at Camp Dennison, sent to Forts Ethan Allen and
Marcy, at the head of Chain Bridge, near Washington, D. C , and
participated in the battle of Fort Stephens, July 12th, assisting in
the repulse of General Early, in his march upon the capital. AVas
discharged, August 30th, at Camp Dennison, Ohio, and came to
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Xenia in the spring of 1865, where he continued his law studies
with Hou. R. F . Howard, and was admitted to the bar in A p r i l ,
1869. I n the winter of 1865-66 he taught school at Alpha, Greene
County, Ohio, keeping up the study of law. I n the winter of 1866'67 he was principal of Xenia High School, during which time he
organized the Euphranine Literary Society, which still survives.
Was secretary of the Republican Central Committee from 1866 to
1869, and secretary of the Greene County Sabbath-school Association in 1869; was married, May 30, 1867, to Miss Cannie Vigus,
who was teacher of German in Xenia College, and a graduate of
that institution. May, their rirst child, was born December 26,
1868, and died July 6, 1869. Their second child, Florence, was
bom March 16, 1874, and is still living. He was appointed mayor
of Xenia in February, 1867, to succeed Hon. John Little, who resigned. I n A p r i l following he was elected to the same office for
two years. Was also elected justice of the peace for Xenia Township for three years, ending May, 1870. As one of the officers,
drafted the articles of incorporation for the Young Men's Christian
Association of Xenia, in January, 1869. I n April, 1870, was admitted by the Supreme Court of Ohio to practice law. Was one of
the .founders, with Hon. J. F. Patton and T. L . Tiffany, of the
Xenia Gazette, in August. 1868, and its chief editor until 1870,
when he sold his interest to Colonel R. P. Findlay, and in Xovember, 1870. removed to Ottawa, Kansas, where he established the
Ottawa Herald, December 1th, same year. Sold out the Herald in
1871, and purchased an interest in the Journal of that city, which
was founded by Hon. I . S. Kalloch, present mayor of San Francisco,
California. Was admitted to the Kansas bar, December, 1871.
Sold out the Journal in the fall of 1872, on account of ill health,
and returned to Xenia, Ohio, where he resumed the practice of law,
and in 1873 edited the Xenia Enterprise, afterward changed to
"News," and now called the Xenia Democrat-Xews. Was again
appointed by council mayor of Xenia, February, 1876, to till the
unexpired term of Hon. J. W . Keever. Was correspondent of the
Cincinnati Gazette, and in October, 1875, was again elected justice
of the peace of Xenia Township for three years. November 7.
1878, started the Xenia Nonpareil, changing its rtaine, in the summer,
1879, to Xenia Sunlight. Sold his interest, m May, 1880, to O. W.
Marshall, and the same year established the Yellow Springs Review,
of which he is still editor and proprietor. Mr. Anderson has al-
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ways been a Republican in polities, as was also his father, who was
Republican representative from Elkhart County, in the Indiana
Legislature, in 1861-'62.
A . J. Archdeacon, telephone proprietor and agent, Xenia, Ohio,
was born in Springboro, Warren County, Ohio, in the year 1846, on
the thirtieth day of September. He is a son of George and Mary
Archdeacon,of Cork, who immigrated to America, in the year 1841,
with a family of eight children : Jane, Richard, Nicholas, George,
Benjamin F., Edward T., May E.,and A . J., our subject, who is now
thirty-four years of age.
He is only four feet high and weighs
ninety pounds. He is a member of the Odd-fellows, has filled all
the chairs, has climbed to the topmost round in the order, and is the
smallest Odd-fellow in -Ohio. He is one of the liveliest of the lively,
and a general favorite wherever he is known; says his fighting
weight is eighty-five pounds, and is now trying to bring himself
down to enter the ring with the champion light weight of England
sometime in August next, (day not set).
John S. Armstrong, insurance agent, Xenia, Ohio, was born at
Portersville, Pennsylvania, August 8,183-3. His father, James A r m strong, was born near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, in 1808, and his
mother, Jane S., was born at Portersville, Pennsylvania, in 1812.
They moved to Johnson County, Missouri, about 1857. He has
five brothers, and six sisters, located in different parts of the United
States. He received a good common school education at Portersville, and commenced teaching when seventeen years of age. Soon
after this, he entered the Butler Academy and completed the preparitory course, and then entered West Minster College, Pennsylvania, finished his course in Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, then
entered the senior class at West Minster, and graduated in the regular collegiate course in 1859. When twenty-six years of age, he
taught for some time, and studied theology. A t the breaking out of
the war, he enlisted in the Ninety-Third Begiment Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, which being full, was mustered in the One Hundred and
Seventh Regiment, at Camp Portsmouth, as orderly-sergeant of
Company E ; was soon appointed sergeant major of the regiment,
chief clerk of the chief of artillery, A r m y of the Cumberland.
He then received a commission as second lieutenant, and served f o r
some time as regimental adjutant, I n 1863 his regiment was changed
to first regiment, Ohio heavy artillery, and he was promoted to first
lieutenant, and assigned to battery G , and served in this company
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until the close of the war. l i e united with the associate church in
1855, and still continues a devout mendier and believer. He is also
a member of the Knights of Honor. He was married in 1864, to
Miss Esther E. Allison. Her father, Samuel Allison, an old citizen,
of Greene County, and her mother. Mary C. Allison were born
and reared in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, and moved
to Ohio in 1819. His wife received ;i thorough education at (Tiéndale Female Seminary, then taught school for sometime at Hagerstown. Ind. They havetive children, Harry C , Frank S., Walter P.,
Mary P., and Maggie E.. the last named now at rest in the New
Jerusalem. I n 1871. he received an appointment as Tinted States
Indian agent for Capote, Wenieuncbe, L'tes, and Irearilla Apache
Indians of northwestern New Mexico, aiul remained with them
about two years.
lie was employed in freight, and ticket departments of Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Louis Railroad, almost four
years. At present, he is agent for the Pennsylvania Life insurance
Company of Philadelphia.
John W . Baldwin, fanner, Xenia. Ohio, was born in Hampshire
County, Virginia, in the year 1827. He is the son of James and
A m y Baldwin, both natives of Virginia. They immigrated to Ohio,
in the month of May, 1820, with a family of seven children, ionisons and three daughters.
John, the subject of our sketch, was
married in the year 1857. to Miss Laura A . Bonner, daughter of
Styth and Maria H Bonner, of Greene County, Ohio. They have
a family of three children, William I I . , Annie M., and M a n A., all
now living. John W. enlisted in the Union army, in 1861, under
Captain Samuel T. Owen, in Conipam < '. Seventy-Fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Granville Moody, and was
engaged in the following battles: Fort Henry, Neeley's Bend,Stone
River. Hoover's Gap, Tullahoma, Dug Gap, Chickamauga, Mission
Ridge, Tunnel H i l l , Dalton, Resaca, Dallas Gap, Pine Mountain,
Pumpkin-vine Creek, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach-tree Creek, Chattahoochie River, Atlanta, and Jonesborough, Georgia, where he resigned his commission as second lieutenant, and came home, November 4, 1861. He received his education in Greene County,
where he has spent the greater portion of his life; is a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is one of the leading fanners
of Greene County.
Brinton Baker, dealer in -addles and liâmes-. Xenia, Ohio, was
born in Chester ( 'oiin C Pennsylvania, in 1807. Thomas and Sarah,
f
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Lis parents, were botli born in Pennsylvania, and innnigrated to
OLio in 1812, and have since made this county their home. I t is
said the first saw mill in the county was built by them. Brinton,
the subject of this sketch, was married, in 1831, to Miss Eliza Hivling, of Xenia, Ohio. Six children were born to them, Abraham
I L , Sarah, John A., Joshua S., Eliza J., and an infant. Abraham,
the only one living, is in partnership with Ins father, was educated
in Xenia, and has" spent his life here. Mr. Baker was reared by
Quaker parents, and is a very moral man. He served as county
treasurer from 1852 to 1857, and has been a county infirmary
director for fifteen years. l i e has always been, and is to-day, one
of the energetic business men of Xenia. Abraham is now living
on the same lot on which he was born. I n 1865 he was married to
Miss Sallie A . J. Miller, of Frederick City, Maryland, and is the
father of three children, Mary E., John A., and Rachel J., all of
whom are living with their parents. When the war broke out, he
was one of the first to respond, and after its close came home with
an honorable discharge, and resumed his labors at his trade. He
and his father to-day are in the foremost rank in their business.
Andrew I I . Boughman, retired banker, Xenia, Ohio, was horn
in the State of Maryland, in the year 1807. He is a son of A n drew and Esther Baughman, who immigrated to Ohio about
the year 1800, with a family of six children, four sons and two
daughters. Andrew, the subject of this sketch, while yet in Maryland learned the milling trade, and after coming to Ohio he attended a mill owned by John Harbine, and continued with him
about two years. He then rented J. Snyder's mill, and attended i t
on the shares for some six years, and then with Casper Snyder
bought it, and run i t until the year 1853, when they sold out. He
then came to Xenia, and engaged in farming, trading, etc., and in
1876 he was elected president of the First National Bank of Xenia.
When he came to this country his circumstances were such that he
was compelled to walk the whole distance from Hagerstown, Marylaud, to Xenia, and worked for sometime for his board and clothes.
His untiring energy, and industrious habits and faithfulness to
business have gained for him a position in life, and among business
men a place attained by very few. He held the office of township
trustee, and was commissioner for twelve years ; president of the
city council for a number of years ; has been a member of the
Odd-fellows for thirty-four years, and is a member of the grand
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lodge and grand encampment ; has been a member of the Reform
Church for over forty years, filling some office of importance nearly
all the time. He has never had any children, but like a Christian
gentleman has raised three children of other parents. He was
married in 1833, and his wife is still living, assisting in cheering
his declining years.
George A.Barnes, furniture dealer, Xenia, Ohio, was born in
that city, July 14, 1837. He is a son of Henry and Ruth Barnes,
who had a family of thirteen children. George A., the subject of
our,sketch, was*married December 27. 1872. to Miss Julia Ann
"Wright, daughter of George and Sarah Wright, of Xenia, Ohio.
They have a family of five children, two sons and three daughters,
Clarence, Anna, Lester, and a pair of twins, Ethel and Ester. He
spent his time with his father at the carpentering business until he
was twenty-one years of age, and in 1856 he left home and went
to Bike's Beak, and, not liking things there, continued his travels
to California, where he remained but a short time. He came back
to Salt Lake; and then to Kansas, where he took charge of a mail
train. He then resided at St. Joe, Missouri, when he went to Kansas City, and thence to Santa Fe, Xew Mexico. While at Salt
Lake, his business was with General Percival Smith, as superintendent of supply trains for the government. He then went to Santa
Fe, and from there to the Bio Grande, to Texas, and when the first
notes of war were sounded he was in Xew Orleans, and had to
make his way overland, as best he could, to Evansville, Indiana,
where he enlisted in the first regiment he met, the Twenty-Fourth
Indiana, Colonel A . B. Hovey. He went into camp at Vincennes,
where he joined Company A , and was mustered in as a private,
then promoted to corporal, and in a short time was promoted to
duty sergeant. When the regiment was ordered to St. Louis, they
joined Fremont, and his company was ordered on duty to guard
the first gun-boat built, the ironclad - Benton."' He then went
with Fremont to West Missouri, where the famous Zagoni charge
was made. He was again promoted, to orderly sergeant, and. returning to Jefferson City, Missouri, they took boats for the Tennessee River, and participated in the light at Fort Donalson, Fort
Henry, and Sbiloh. where the regiment was assigned to Lew \\ allace's division. He was then promoted to sergeant-major. They
then crossed the country to Memphis, arriving in time for the
naval engagement, and remained in command of the city tor a
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week ; thence to Helena, Arkansas, when they were ordered up
White River, to reinforce General Curtis; was in several engagements on White River; then returned to Helena, where he was
promoted to captain, and assigned to the First Arkansas regiment,
to raise the first colored regiment on the Mississippi River, by order
of Adjutant-General Thomas. He was promoted to major of the
resriment, which was mustered in as the Forty-Sixth United States
Infantry, equipped and in service inside of two weeks, at Lake
Providence. I t was then assigned to Goodrich's Landing, where
one entire company, officers and men, were captured and shot down.
He was also in the massacre at Millakin's Bend, and in three
months they had only three hundred and eighty-one left out
of one thousand and fifty men. From there they went to Vicksburg, where he was under Sherman ; up the Yazoo, and had a
fight at Chickasaw Bayou; then returned to Memphis, and took
charge of a picket post in 18G3 and 1864; thence to New Orleans,
where he was made enrolling officer, under General Banks; and
from there to Brazos Santiago, on the western coast of Texas;
thence up the Rio Grande, and captured the last rebel stronghold.
The war being over, he got a leave of absence for six months, and
raised a company of three hundred men called Corteñas' Guerrillas,
who were equipped by the United States, and crossed the river and
organized the liberal movement under the great Mexican chief,
General Corteñas, at Bagdad, Mexico. They then went to Matamoras, and after a week's siege captured the entire garrison, consisting of French and Austrian troops. Afterwards the prisoners
were sent to Yiseconise. When their army gained force sufficient,
they went into the interior and through the war until Maxamillian
was captured at Queratta, and saw him shot. He afterwards joined his regiment at Brownsville, and from there returned to New
Orleans, where be took the yellow fever in 1867, and was compelled to resign on account of ill-health. He returned to Nenia, and
was soon appointed superintendent of the county infirmary, which
position he held three years, since which time he has been engaged
in the furniture business, aud has a trade second to none.
Hon. Isaac M . Barrett, miller and farmer, Spring Valley, was
born in Saratoga County, New York, in 1827. He is the son of
George and Mahala Barrett. His father is a native of Vermont;
his mother, of New York. They had a family of ten children, Maria B., Sarah, Mahala M., Mary L . , Calista A . , Rosanna, Isaac M . ,
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Slocum, John R., and Merritt IT. They innnigrated to Ohio in 1838.
Isaac M . , the subject of our sketch, was married, in 1852, to Miss
Rebecca Swayne, daughter of Thomas and Eliza Swayne, of Clarke
County. They have a family of ten children, Swayne T., George,
Evans, John R., Isaac M.. Don Carlos, Clifford, Clara Bell, Mary
Ella, and Hattie. George and Isaac M . are dead. His wife died
in January. 1855. and in March. 1859, he married his present wife.
He held the commission of major in the service; was at Cumberland Gap, Virginia, and was mustered out in 18(13. He also held
the office of internal revenue assessor for the Seventh Congressional
District for over three years, and represented Greene County in the
legislature for four years, from 1873 to 1877. Received his appointment as revenue assessor from Abraham Lincoln, being the
first appointed in the seventh district. He inaugurated and organized the entire system of levying internal revenue taxes for that
district. M r . Barrett is a self-made man. He inherited nothing
from his ancestors, but through his untiring energy has climbed to
his present position. He is not only one of the most popular of
men, but among the wealthiest, owning -ome of the finest farms in
the county, and is also owner of the Spring Valley Mills, one of
the best paying institutions in the county. He is a Republican in
politics, and always is a ready worker for the cause of right, and
gives with a liberal hand to the needy.
Peter O. Benimm, farmer, Xenia, Ohio, was born in Greene
County, Ohio, in 1839, and is the son of Peter and Catharine Benham, both natives of Cincinnati, Ohio, who came to Montgomery
County, Ohio, about the year 1830. with a family of twelve children, six sons and six daughters. Peter, the subject of our sketch,
was married, February i s . 18IÏ4. to Miss Elizabeth A . Stemble, of
Xenia, Ohio, daughter of Frederick Stemble, one of Xenia's oldest
inhabitants, who held an office in that place over twenty vears, a
fact to which every boy in Xenia. during his reign as citv marshal,
can testify. Our subject has had a family of six children, three of
whom died in infam y, and the living are Blanchie S.. Harry F.,
and George W. When the war broke out. he was among the first
to respond to the call, and on the 8th day of October. lMtil, enlisted under Captain Fisher, iu Company E. Seventy-Fourth Regiment
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and continued in the service until May 22.
1865, when he received an honorable discharge. He was in the
battles of Stone River. Chickamauga, Jonesborough. Kenesaw and
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Lookout Mountains, Peach-tree Creek, and Fort McAllister, on the
Atlantic Ocean ; was sergeant of his company, and for bravery was
detached, on the 18th of October, 1863, and placed on General
Jeff. C. Davis' staff, who was in command of the Fourteenth Army
Corps, and held the responsible position of commander of an ambulance train. He was captured on the 22d of February, 1865, by
General Wheeler's force, and put in Saulsbnry Prison, and from
there to Andersonville, and thence to Libby, where so many of our
brave soldiers suffered worse than death. He was finally released,
and on the 22d day of March. 1865, started for "Home, sweet
home." He received his education in the Beaver Creek High
School, where he has spent the greater portion of his life. He is
a member of the Odd-Fellows, and holds the office of vice grand,
and is also a member of the Encampment, He now resides on a
farm, about two and a half miles west of Xenia, and by his genial
disposition and correct habits has gained many warm friends.
William T. Beall, farmer, Xenia, Ohio, was born in Allegheny
County, Maryland, in the year 1798. He is a son of John and
Eleanor Beall, who immigrated to Kentucky about 1810, and
stopped at Maysville about two years; came to Ohio in the year
1812, and located on Oœsar's Creek, with a family of nine sons and
four daughters. William T., the subject of this memoir, located in
Greene County in the year 1823; was married in the year 1822, to
Isbellanna Alexander, a daughter of old Colonel John Alexander,
'who was a representative of the county to congress for two terms.
Mr. Beall lias an interesting family of four sons and six daughters.
He received a portion of his education in Maryland, and a portion
in Kentucky, and finished it in Greene County. He was, after
the war of 1812, one of the old militia captains, who used to parade in after days with their cornstalk guns, etc., and were so
noted for obeying orders from their officers. He is a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and now one of its trustees. He
is a solid Republican, and gave four of his sons to the Union, and
only regreted that he had not a dozen more to give. His eldest
son, John A., was lieutenant of a company in the Xinety-Fourth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and his third son, Eli G , was color-sergeant in the One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry ;
and George W., and Washington T., were privates under Colonel
Robert Stephenson. AH proved themselves gallant soldiers, and
at the close of the war were honorably discharged. His youngest
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son, Washington, is now seeking his fortune among the Black
Hills. The old gentleman and lady were agreeably surprised on
the anniversary of the fiftieth year of their married life; he being
presented with a fine gold-headed cane and pair of spectacles, and
his wife with a very tine breast-pin and pair of spectacles; but they
were still more surprised to see the host of friends that greeted
them ou the occasion.
James M . Beatty, carpenter, Xenia, was born in Rochester, Xew
York, in 1840. He is a son of James and Isabella Beatty, both of
whom were born in Ireland, and immigrated to Xew York, and
from there to Ohio, about the year 1848, and settled in Montgomery County, with a family of four sons and one daughter, Robert,
James, William, George, and Katie, all of whom are now living.
James, the subject of this memoir, when he first came to Ohio, entered into the carpenter business with his father, where he remained two years, and when the war broke out he enlisted in Company A , Ninety-Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Colonel
Anderson, our ex-governor, and remained in the service of his
country for three years, undergoing many privations and having
some very narrow escapes. He was taken prisoner on the 20th day
of December, 1863, at Chickamauga, and remained such for twenty
months. While a prisoner he was conveyed to Belle Island, near
Richmond, and thence to Smithsburg, Camp Libby, where he remained some two mouths: then he was removed to Banville, V i r ginia, and put in prison X o . 5, where he remained about four
months; and from there he escaped and was recaptured by bloodhounds at Plymouth, and taken to Warrington and put in jail ;
thence he was taken to Bolla and put in conscript camp, where he
remained some three weeks; thence to Andersonville, Georgia,
where he remained just one year; then he was sent to Vicksburg,
Mississippi, where he went into prisoners camp. From there he
started, on the 25th of A p r i l , for home. On the 27th, the boat
blew up, and from twelve hundred to fourteen hundred lives were
lost. During his prison life he made several escapes, but in every
instance the blood-hounds brought him to bay. He was promoted
to second sergeant during the war, and after he landed in Columbus he felt as though he was again breathing the free air of Ohio,
his beloved " Home, Sweet Home."' A t one time during his imprisonment, himself and comrades made their escape through a
tuunel one hundred aud sixty feet long, which they dug, aud came
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out under a negro's cabin ; hut being exposed, were recaptured
and returned to the rebels. During this escape he received a shot
from one of the rebel pickets through the left arm. above the elhow. He is now pursuing his trade, and by his steadv habits and
perseverenee is doing a business he may well he proud of. He was
married in 1871, to Miss Cynthia Reed, of Xenia, daughter of
Arnold and Cynthia Reed. The result of this marriage is one son,
Charles A., now in his fifth year. Mr. Beatty is a staunch Republican in politics, and can be relied on at all times when his country
needs his services.
George Bell, deceased, was*born in Baltimore County, Maryland,
in 1780, and with his father and three brothers came to Ohio in the
winter of 1805-T), and settled for a few years five miles south of
Xenia. In 1812, he purchased one hundred and twenty acres of
land three miles southeast of Xenia, which he cleared and lived
upon until his death, his father and mother remaining under his
care until their death, August 16, 1817, when he married Vinca,
daughter of Tinsley Heath, who preceded him to this county from
Virginia. This union was blessed by ten children, nine of whom
are now living, John M., James M., Thomas L., Lewis L., Erasmus
U., Jewett F. G., A n n M., Sarah C , and George F. He was very
active in the anti-slavery cause, and was a member of the first antislavery society ever founded in this country, which advocated the
unconditional release of those thousands of souls in bondage. He
was of Scotch descent. His grandfather was a shipper between
England and the colonies, and by going securities lost heavily, and
came west. They were descendants of the Bells of Edinborough,
Scotland. He was not an office seeker, hut always took an active
part in whatever he thought was right, and was a man of great influence. He commenced without anything, and succeeded in getuig a good home, and was well know n for his acts of charity
throughout the country. His son Jewett F. G. was united in marriage with the daughter of the late John Eavey, near Xenia, October 14, 1880. He attended the Ohio University, and graduated, in
1862, in the scientific course. His wife also graduated at Xenia
College. I n politics he is a Republican, and during the war was a
staunch supporter of the cause, doing his share of the work at
home, and donating more money to the government than he actually earned. He is now living near Xenia, where he is engaged in
farming and stock raising. He is a man of very genial dispo-
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sitien, well educated, and beloved ¡y all who know him.
Mrs. Isabella Biokett was horn in Wheeling, West Virginia, in
1802, and is the daughter of Matthew and Isahella Alexander, natives of Pennsylvania, who immigrated to Ohio in 1804, with a
family of six children. Francis. .lohn. William, Isahella, Matthew,
and Robert. Isahella and Robert are the only survivors of the
family. Isabella was married, in 1827, to William R. Biekett, of
Greene County. They raised a family of six children. Adam R.,
Matthew A., Mary J., William H., Elizabeth I.,and Lydia A . The
last named died in 1865. Mrs. Biekett received her education in
Greene County, where her life has been spent. She is a member of
the Second United Presbyterian Church. She is now living on a
farm three miles east of Xenia, with her daughter, Mrs. Solomon
Foust, who was married in 186s. and has one son, Edwin, who is
living with his mother and grandmother on the farm, and attending school. Mrs. Biekett is now in her seventy-ninth year, and is
uncommonly active for one of her age. The family, from the oldest to the youngest, are Republicans, and enjoy the reputation of
being benevolent, and always ready to lend a helping hand in time
of need.
"Wendel Bloom, grocer, was born in Bavaria, in 1835. He is the
son of Wendel and Catharine Bloom, both natives of Bavaria, and
both deceased. They raised a family of three children, John, Wendel, and Martin. Wendel, the subject of our sketch, w*s married,
in 1857. to Miss Margaret Byer, daughter of August and Johanna
Byer, of Wittenberg, Germany.
She has borne him seven
children, John, Mary, Wendel, Rate, George, Edward, and one
dead, whose name was Martin. Mr. Bloom is a member of the
Red Men, and has filled all the offices: is also a member of the
Catholic Church. He is uow engaged in the grocery business, on
Main Street, in Xenia, and lias lately purchased the property on
Betroit Street, known as the old Hivling House, fitted it up, and
now has one of the finest rooms in the city. He is a thorough
business man, and by his genial disposition has gained many warm
friends.
Beter Boon, minister, was born in Virginia, in 1825-, and is the
son of James and Sarah Boon, who had a family of nine children.
Peter came to Ohio in 1850. and in 1860 was married to Miss Louisa
E. Lewis, daughter of Henry and Ann Lewis, of Canada. He has
i' family of five children, four by his present wife, and one by his
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first, Laura.I.. .Mary M., Louis J'., Dora M., and Anna B., all living,
lie enlisted on the 16th of March, 1X64, in Company K , .Sixteenth
Ohio, and was mastered out March 16th, 1865. Received his education as best he could, never being sent to school ; hut by his untiring energy fitted himself for the ministry, and has been laboring
in the First Baptist Church in Xenia for ten years.
John G. Bowser, railroader, was born in Greene County, in 1851.
He is the son of Mike and Hulda Bowser, who bave a family of
four children, Frank, Maggie. Emma, and -lohn. Emma was married to W. H . McCaidy, of Springfield, Ohio. The father is one of
Xenia's oldest settlers, and at one time kept what was then known
as the Hivling House. He was also, at one time, sheriff of Warren County. Johu has been engaged in various branches of business; was clerk in the Xenia post-office some four years; engaged
in the Neff House, at Yellow Springs, for some time, and for the
last five years has been engaged in railroading and telegraphing in
Chicago. He is an energetic young man, of fine appearance, and
well adapted for almost any position.
Barclay Y . Berry, tobacco manufacturer, Xenia, was born in the
State of Bennsylvania, June 25, 1832. He is a son of Michael and
Martha Berry, both natives of Bennsylvania. His father died in
his native state, and his mother came to Ohio in 1860. The family
consisted of John L., Barclay Y., Thomas R., and Jane—all living
but the daughter, who lost her life in her eighth year by being
burned to death. Barclay, the subject of our sketch, has followed
the manufacture of tobacco and cigars since he was eleven years of
age. He married Miss Mary O. Lutz, and by her had seven children, John H . , Frank.R., Fannie and A n ne, who were twins, Emma S., William A., and Charles, deceased. He enlisted in the
union army in 1864, and was honorably discharged the same year.
He was also one of the Squirrel Hunters, who drove Kirby Smith
from this state. He was city marshal in 1867-68, filling the office
two terms, and was street commissioner for six years. He is a
member of the Odd-fellows, and Knights of Pythias. He has been
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for ten years. By
his genial disposition and faithfulness to business he has gained for
himself many friends, and a steadily increasing patronage.
Thomas A . Brown, mail agent and farmer, Xenia, was born a
slave in the State of Maryland, in the year 1814. His father and
mother, Jeremiah and Isabella Brown, were both slave*, and na-
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lives of Maryland, and had a family of five children, William,
Charles, Dennis, Anna, and Thomas A . The subject of this sketch
was married in 1840, to Miss Frances J. Scroggins, of Wheeling,
West Virginia, by whom he had a family of six children, Jeremiah A., Bell J., Anna E», Hallie Q., John G., and Mary Frances,
who was burned when her father's house was destroyed by lire.
He lived in Canada from 1861 to 1870, and came to Ohio in 1871
for the purpose of educating his children, which has been done
successfully at Wilberforce. Two of them, John G., and his
daughter, Hallie, are teachers, and she is a very fine elocutionist.
He is a self-made man, and at one time owned real estate worth
nearly a million dollars. He bought tue freedom of his two brothers, one sister, and himself, and to-day owns a very fine property
at Wilberforce, and also a fine farm in Canada. He is a staunch
Republican in politics. He is now making his home at Wilberforce, and has the esteem and confidence of all who know him.
Charles Brooks, farmer, was born in Paris, Kentucky, in 1836,
and is the son of Br. John and Evaline Brooks, both natives of
Kentucky. Charles, the subject of our sketch, was married, in
1856, to Miss Hannah Blackburn, daughter of David Blackburn, of
Kentucky. They have one child dead, Joseph, and one living,
Charles Anna Brooks. He is a member of the Christian Church,
and also a member of the Odd-fellows, and is right supporter of
the noble grand. He is now living on his farm of forty-three acres,
four miles east of Xenia, on the narrow-gauge railroad, and is one
of the many men of his color who came here after the war. He
is now one of the prosperous farmers of Greene County, a good
citizen, and well beloved by all who know him.
Mrs. Eliza J. Bryant, matron of Greene County Infirmary, Xenia,
was born in Bath County, Kentucky, December 25, 1822, and is
the daughter of Augusta and Sarah Shoat. Her father was a native of Maryland, and her mother of Virginia. He immigrated to
Ohio in 1808. She was stolen when a child, and brought to Kentucky. They had thirteen children, who are all dead but Eliza.
She came to Ohio in 1841, on account of the oppression of slavery ,
it being the year of the reign of the black Indians, when the slaveholders were disguising themselves, and killing off the colored
women and children. She has been twice married; first to Mr.
Thomas, by whom she had two children, James and Louisa. She
came to Ohio in 1845, on account of her health, to spend the sum7
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mer. She was again married, March 2, 1854, to George W . Bryant,
a Baptist minister, who died in Natchez, Mississippi, October 8,
1867, in the home missionary field. God blessed them with seven
children, George, Sarah, .lohn, Eddie, Franz, William, and James.
She is at present matrc
f the Greene County Children's Home,
which position she has filled for the last four years. She professed
a hope in Christ in May, 1841, and is now a member of the church.
She is a woman of unusual ability, remarkably well preserved, and
peculiarly adapted to the position she now fills.
Henry S. Buckles, carpenter, was born in Greene County, in 1815.
He is the son of John and Elizabeth Buckles, both natives of V i r ginia, who immigrated to Ohio in 1804, with a family of nine children. Henry, the subject of our sketch, was married, in 1837, to
Miss Ellen Thomas, daughter of Archibald aud Catharine Thomas,
of Greene County. They have a family of eight children, three of
whom are dead, James W., Mary E., and Archibald T. Those living are Narinah B., Eliza J., William M., Emma V . , and Arthur S.
Mr. Buckles is a member of the Good Templars, and also of the
Methodist Episcopal Church of Xenia. He received his education
in an old log school house, in Bellbrook, where most of his life was
spent, with the exception of eighteen years in Champaign County,
lie is one of the oldest carpenters in Xenia, and none in the county surpasses him in his profession. He is a truly good and moral
man; not only moral, but religious, being one of the old class
leaders in his church, and is a man who shows his religion by his
daily walk.
Abner S. Buck, attorney-at-law and notary public, Xenia, was
born in Washington, Fayette County, Ohio, on the 20th day of
September, 1818. He is a son of Samuel and Sarah Buck. His
father w as born in Pennsylvania, March 7, 1780, and his mother in
New Jersey, September 29, 1789. Our subject received his education at Wilmington, Clinton County, Ohio, where his youth was
spent at school and at labor, l i e studied law in his father's law
office, which he entered in May, 1837. and was admitted to the bar
in May, 1841. Buring the time he was studying, he cut three
hundred cords of wood. After practicing four or five years he
became dissatisfied with his profession, and withdrew from it
and engaged in various other avocations. He was elected to the
office of justice of the peace of Xenia Township, on the 3d day of
A p r i l , 1876, and reelected A p r i l 8, 1879. He is a member of the
r
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TJniteil Presbvtcrian Church, second congregation, of Xenia. His
home has heen in Greene County for thirty-eight years. His
father came to Ohio in 1799, and Iiis mother in 1805. Air. Buck is
the youngest man for Iiis age in Ohio, and a general favorite with
all who know him.
Charles J. Buck, teacher, son of Samuel and Sarah Buck, was
bum in Washington Township, Clinton County, Ohio, in the year
1832. His father is a native of Pennsylvania, and his mother a
native of Xew Jersey, and they raised a family of ten children.
Charles J., the subject of our sketch, was married in 1857, to Aliss
Julia Campbell, daughter of Hugh Campbell, of Xenia. They
have three children living. Xettie S., Xellie M., and Charles M . ;
and Alaggie F., and Eme May, deceased. He received his education in Ohio, where he has spent the greater portion of his life.
On the 6th day of August. 1862 he enlisted in the Seventeenth
Ohio Battery, and took part in such prominent battles as Vieksburer, Arkansas Post. Fort Morgan, Mobile, etc., and in 1865 received an honorable discharge, and returned to his home. The
family are members of the First United Presbyterian Church of
Xenia. A fine teacher, and a man of a genial disposition, he has
many warm friends in this community.
Lewis AÍ. Bull, grocer, son of James B., and Anna A . Bull, was
born in Xenia. in 1848. His father and mother were natives of
Ohio and Maryland, and had a family of live children. Lewis, the
subject of our sketch, commenced the grocery business in his native place Mime six years ago, and by his gentlemanly deportment
and fair dealing has built up a trade which is a credit to himself
and the city. In 1877 he was married to Aliss Lizzie A . James,
daughter of Joshua James. They have one son, Lester J. Bull.
Lewis is a member of the Odd-fellows, and also of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and in politics a staunch Republican.
William H . Bull, jr., farmer, Xenia, was born in Greene County,
Ohio, in 1845. He is a son of James R. and Amelia Bull, natives
of Ohio and Marjdand, who had a family of five children, three of
whom are living. ATiHiam I L , jr., was married in 1877, to Aliss
Annie L. Stevenson, daughter of Samuel and Olive Stevenson, of
this county. He received his education in Greene County", where
he and his wife have both spent their lives. She is a mendier of
the.Methodist Episcopal Church. They are a young couple, just
starting out in life, a; 1 ;i passer-by would readily judge the out-
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conic from their beautiful farm, and the neatness of its surroundings.
George J. Burdell, engineer, Xenia. was burn in ('olurnhus, Ohio,
in 1853. His father, Asa, horn in Xew York, and his mother,
Harriet Burdell, born in Xew .Jersey, were the parents of nine
children, Alice B., George G., Charles I I . , William XL, Edward P.,
and Hattie, who are living; and Ida, Carey, and Gracie, deceased.
They came to Ohio about the year 1800. George G., the subject
of this sketch, was married, August 28, 1878, to Miss Ella X . Beckom, daughter of Mary Beckom, of Charleston, Illinois. They
have one son, Asa P., the pet of the household. He has held positions on many of the prominent roads of the country, and is now
engineer of the steam shovel on the Pan-Handle. He received
his education in Xenia, where he has spent the greater portion of
his life. A young man of energy, his accommodating disposition
has gained for him many warm friends.
Geoige X". Burgess, tinner, was born in Gallipolis, Gallia County,
Ohio, in 1848. His father and mother, Thornton aud Elizabeth
Burgess, were both born in Virginia, and immigrated to Ohio
about the year 1844, with a family of eleven children. George,
the subject of this sketch, is now working at his trade in Xenia,
where he received a common school education, and has spent the
latter portion of his life. He also went to school at Gallipolis,
"West Union, and Rochester, Xew Y o r k . I n 1872 he was married
to Miss Emma J. Roots, and by her has three daughters and one
son, all living. During the war he was in the F i f t h Massachusetts
Cavalry, Fourth Division, serving two years and seven months,
and received an honorable discharge on the 16th day of A p r i l ,
1865, at Beverly. His children, Morris E., Mary E., Baura, and
Pearl, are models, and the pride of their parents. He is a staunch
Republican, aud a good worker for his party.
Alfred Campbell, carpenter, son of James and Rose Campbell,
both natives of Pennsylvania, was born in Alleghany City, same
state, February 6, 1834. Received his education in Pennsylvania.
From boyhood until his seventeenth year, his time was chiefly
spent on the Missouri-and Mississippi rivers. A t the age of seventeen he was put out to learn the carpenter trade, which he followed
in different cities of the South and "West, until the first Lincoln
campaign, when he left St, Louis for Pittsburgh, to cast his first
vote. On the 19th day of April, 1861, he enlisted in the old mili-
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tary organization known as the Jackson independent Bines, which
was organized as Company A , Twelfth Pennsylvania Regiment,
and volunteered for three months. Afterward he enlisted in the
Sixty-Second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, which was engaged in many of the hard-fought battles of the war, some of
which were Bull Run, Stone River, Chiekamauga, the seven days'
•tight before Richmond, Mission Ridge, and the capture of Ringgold, Georgia, and was discharged August 10, 1865. On the 15th
of April, 1861; just four days before starting for the seat of war,
he was married to Miss Hannah M . Atkinson, daughter of Prank
and Sarah Atkinson, and by her has two daughters, Ellen and
Bertha. He is a member of the Masonic order, and has also been
a member of the Odd-fellows for over twenty years. I n polities
he is a staunch Republican, and is a man who can always he depended upon when his country is in danger. He is now carrying
on his business in Xenia, and stands at the head of his profession.
James B . Carrothers, grocer, was horn in Scotland, on the 19th
day of March, 1821. His parents, John and Mary B . Carruthers,
both natives of Scotland, immigrated to this country in 1834, and
lived in Granville County, Xorth Carolina, for about two years.
In 1836 they removed to Ohio, and settled in Ross County, where
they remained six years, and then came to Greene County, where
they both died. James was in his thirteenth year when he came
to this country with his parents. He clerked in a country store in
Xorth Carolina for eighteen months, and after he came to Ohio,
worked on a farm with his father until he was twenty-three, when
be left farming and taught a country school. Afterward he went
to Thomas Steele's school, in Xenia, aud again taught for some
time. I n 1850 he engaged in book-keeping with Torrence & Co.,
of Chillicothe, for two years, and then went back, to Xenia, and
embarked in the grocery business, in which he still continues. On
the 28th day of August, 1852, he was married to Miss Jeannette
Smith, daughter of William and Helen (Scott) Smith, who were
both natives of Scotland. They had five children born to them,
Johanna M., who died when fourteen months old, Ella B., Jennie
S., William S., and Jessie B. His wife died September 2. lH76.and
on the 20th of August, 1878, he was again married to Miss Eliza
A . Hyslop, daughter of George and Margaret Hyslop, he a native
of Scotland, and she of Pennsylvania. Mr. Carruthers is a member of the First Cuit il Presbyterian congregation of Xenia; has
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been council rúan for six years, and at present is one of the police
commissioners. During the war he was commissioned by Governor
Todd as captain of Company D, Second Regiment, Greene County
Militia, l i e was educated in Dumfries, Scotland, and in Xenia.
By economy and square dealing, and his gentlemanly deportment,
he stands on the top round in his line of business.
George Charters, jeweler, son of Johu and Margaret Charters,
was born in Xenia, in 1835. His father came to Ohio from Xew
Y o r k city, the place of his birth, in 1825, and his mother immigrated from Scotland in 1816, and married Mr. Charters in 1830,
the result of which was ten children, four sons and six daughters.
George, the subject of this sketch, was married, in 1864, to Miss
Jane Moody, and was blessed with-three children, Robert M . , Margaret I . , aud John T., all living, l i e received his education in
Greene County. Both himself and wife are members of the Associate Church. He is now engaged in the jewelry business, on Main
Street, in Xenia, is doing a thriving business, and is respected by
all who know him.
John W . Clifton, policeman, was horn in Carrol Count}', Kentucky, in 1835, and is a son of William and Lavina Clifton, both of
Kentucky, who reared a family of three children, two sons and one
daughter. Two died in Kentucky. His mother was a slave of
Thomas O'Xeal, and his father was a free man, and lived in Kentucky until his death. John, the subject of this sketch, was born
in slavery, belonging to Thomas O'Xeal, and remained his slave
until he was twelve years old. His master then broke up, and took
him to ( )wen County, Kentucky, keeping him about one year, when
he died, and in his will John fell to his daughter, Mrs. Xancy Garvey, who kept him until he was twenty-nine years old, when he
came to the conclusion that he had been a slave long enough, and
concluded to take a steamboat and come Xorth, which he did, and
landed in Xenia. I n 1863 he enlisted in the army, and served his
country until September, 1865, when he was honorably discharged,
and came back to Xenia, working at any odd jobs he could get, for
about a year, when he went to Louisville, Kentucky, and remained
there a year, working in a tobacco factory, and again returned to
Xenia, and worked for Millen & Connable, cutting pork, for six or
seven years. Afterward, or during part of that time, he had an
appointment as deputy marshal, under Percival Ream, and has been
on the police force since that time. By his faithfulness to duty he
3°
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has made a great many warm and devoted friends. In the year
1863 he was married to Mrs. Elizabeth Douglass, daughter of James
Jones, she being a widow when she married Mr. Clifton. They are
both members of the Baptist Church, he for seventeen years, and
has newer uttered an oath in his life, something that can be said
of but very few.
John M . Coffelt, farmer, was born in Warren County, Indiana,
in 1816. Joseph and Mahala Coffelt, his father and mother, were
both born in Ohio, and had a family of six sons and three daughters. John M., the subject of this sketch, was married in 1872, to
Miss Isabella Harris, daughter of Anthony and Hannah Harris, of
this state. They have four children. Perry L., Herby A., Mary E.,
and Audis C. He enlisted in Company G, One Hundred and Fiftieth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, under Colonel Taylor, and was
discharged in August, 1865. The greater part of his life was spent
in Indiana, and there he received his education. Xow a resident
of Xenia, he will, in all probability, spend the remainder of his
days there.
John L . Connable, jr., express and ticket agent, born in Cincinnati, in 1856, is a son of Luke and Abbey Connable. His father
was.born in Massachusetts, and his mother in Ohio. They were
married in 1851, and have raised a family of four children, Mary
E., Ralph M . , John L . , and Joseph M . John is now freight and
ticket agent for the narrow gauge railroad, at Xenia. October 3,
1878, he was married to Miss Clara S. McClure, daughter of F. A.
and S. J. McClure, of that city, They have one son, Frank A .
John L . is a member of the Masons. Knights of Pythias, and
Royal Arcanum, and now holds office in the latter. He is also a
member" of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Cheney F. Cretors, painter and paper hanger, born in Xenia,
October 6, 1856, is a son of Samuel B. and Sarah Cretors. His
father was born in Ohio, and his mother in Massachusetts, and
came to this state about the year 1849. They raised a family of
five children. Cheney was married, Becember 25, 1879, to Miss
Mattie B. Taggart, daughter of Thomas and Mattie Taggart, of
Ireland, County of Monagau, town of Lissavaeiga. who came to
this country in 1864, with a family of seven children, Mrs. Cretors
being the youngest. Our subject is a member of the Fay Light
Guards, Knights of Pythias, and Odd-fellows. Lt •aving home at
the age of fifteen, he 'raveled extensively through the South and
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West, advertising and soliciting, and seeing much more of the
world than most young men of his age. Having sown his wild
oats, he has Settled down with his good wife in his native place,
where he is engaged at his trade, in which lie stands at the head in
all its branches. A first-class workman, with a kind and genial
disposition, he is well-thought of by all who know him.
Charles 1). Craig, grocer, horn in Greene County, in 1862, is a
son of Moses and Mary E. Craig, who were both horn in Ohio, and
have a family of five sons, I'ercie M . , Frank R., Claude V., Claude
W., and Charles, the subject of our sketch, who is a young man of
energy and a pleasant disposition, and a man well adapted to' the
business in which he is engaged, as one of his genial habits will
surely build up a good trade in the grocery business, in which he
is now engaged, with E. Smith, on Detroit Street, Xenia.
Morris Cretors, painter, was born in Xenia, December 25, 1841.
His father was born in this state, and his mother in Belfast, Maine.
They had a family of five children, Ella, Morris, Cheney, Jennie,
and Elmer. I n 1845, Morris was married to Miss Jennie Young,
of Cincinnati. Three children has been the result of this union:
Samuel, yet living; Walter, deceased ; the third died in infancy.
He is engaged in the painting business, in Xenia, with his brother.
Newton Davis, farmer, was born on the farm where he now resides, two miles south of Xenia, known as the old Davis farm.
His parents, Josiah and Elizabeth Davis, were born in Virginia,
and immigrated to Ohio in 1807, and settled on the farm where
Newton, the subject of this note, now resides. They had a family
of five children, all boys. Newton was married in 1855, to Miss
Catharine Lloyd, and has been blessed with four sons and one
daughter. The whole family are active members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. He has been a trustee, steward, and class-leader
for upwards of twenty-five years, and is known as one of the most
successful fanners in the county. He received his education in
Greene County, at the old Union Seminary, near his place—a house
where John Findlay, a brother of our old Methodist minister,
James B. Findlay, taught the youth in olden time. His children,
Ellen, Josiah, Belleville, Russell, and Herman, are all living. Mr.
Davis' father was a man who was noted and beloved by all who
knew him for his generous soul, in constantly relieving the wants
of the poor and afflicted, and the son is following closely in his
footsteps, making many friends.
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David Y . Davidson, baker, born in Georgetown, Kentucky,
August 13, 1835, is a son of Joseph and Margaret Davidson, both
of whom were born in Ohio. David received a common school
education in Xenia, where he spent his youth. He was a member
of the Xinety-Fourth Ohio Regiment, and served two years in the
army. December, 1864, he received an honorable discharge, and
returned home to resume his business. I n 1866-67 he was a member of the city council, and has been chief of the fire department
since 1871 ; is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and
also of the Royal Arcanum, of which he is secretary. On the 20th
of February, 1866, he was married to Miss Charlotte Dibble,
daughter of Schuyler and Catharine Dibble, of Pittsburg, Indiana.
I n the bakery and confectionery business he is doing the principal
part of the trade in Xenia.
Joseph X . Dean, attorney-at-law. was bom in Greene County,
August 22, 1844. He is the.sou of Joseph and Hannah Dean, and
received his education partly at country schools and partly at Xenia
College. Graduated at Iron City Commercial College, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, and at the Cincinnati Law School, and spent six
years with his father, on his farm, and three years in the army.
Was with General Garfield, at the battle of Prestonburg, Kentucky,
as a member of Company B, Fortieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, and also in the battle of Chiekaniauga, the storming of
Lookout Mountain, Mission Ridge, and in the Atlantic campaign;
with Sherman, at the seige of Atlanta, Lost Mountain, Kenesaw
Mountain: in Resacca, in Franklin, Tennessee, Jonesborough, and
Lovejoy Station, and received a soldier's honorable discharge at the
close of the war. I n 1867 he was married to Miss Lydia Cleaver,
daughter of James and Mary Cleaver, of Clinton County. His
wife died in 1X72. leaving him a son, Walter P., .to brighten his
path through life. I n politics he is a Republican, and is a member
of the Untied Presbyterian Church. He is now residing in Xenia,
engaged in the practice of law, and by his genial disposition and
fair dealing has grown into a practice that many might envy.
J. S. Billon, physician and surgeon, was born in Logan County,
Ohio, in 1840. Is a son of Benjamin R. and Elizabeth Dillon.
His father was born in Xew Jersey, and his mother in Ohio. They
were married about 1820, and had six children, Melissa, Malachi,
Laura I L , Mary, Joseph S., and John. The subject of this sketch
began life for himself when thirteen years old. I n 1859 lie went
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to Kansas, and after a sojourn of six months, his father, who had
been keeping a hotel, died, and he took charge of the business.- I n
a short time he sold out, and turned his attention to speculating
and doctoring, until the war broke out, when he went into the suttler business, which he followed till its close, after which he took a
stock of goods, valued at $85,000, to Mexico. After selling out, he
went into a sheep speculation, taking over four thousand head to
Montana, where he disposed of them at a loss of $3,000. He returned to Xew Mexico, and took a contract to supply the Xavajo
Indians with beef. Started for their reservation with three thousand head of cattle and one hundred and seventy-five head of
horses, and arrived there with two hundred and eighteen head, all
told, being continually preyed upon by the Camanche Indians, who
killed ten of his men, cutting the flesh entirely from the bones of
one of his comrades. He then went to Arkansas, and practiced
medicine there for six or seven years. The doctor, having seen
much of pioneer life, and becoming disgusted with it, returned to
the states and settled in Xenia. Although having been in that city
but a short time, he has secured a good reputation, curing some
cases pronounced hopeless by other physicians, and bids fair to become one of the noted physicians of the country.
Charles I I . Dill, commercial traveler, Dayton, Ohio, was born in
Freeport, Warren County, Ohio, in 1850. Son of Daniel and Anna
Dill, both natives of Delaware, who immigrated to Ohio about the
year 1838, with a family of twelve children. The subject of this
sketch was married to Miss Minnie A . Kiehl, daughter of Jacob
and Emeline Kiehl, of Jamestown, Ohio, April 20, 1879, and are
blessed with one child, four months old. Received his education in
Ohio, where he has spent the greater portion of his life. Is a member of the Knights of Pythias, and is now traveling for the firm of
Glawe & Co., of Dayton, Ohio, selling water-proof horse covers,
etc. He is a young man of jovial temperament, and makes friends
wherever known.
George Dodds, marble dealer, was born in Roxburgh County,
Scotland, February 19, 1837. Is the son of George and Isabel
Dodds, who had eight children, two of whom died in infancy.
The family all received a good common school education in the
parish schools, working on the farm in summer, and going to school
in winter. The father died while the children were young, throwing the responsibility of supporting them upon the mober, and
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never did woman more truly fulfill her mission. George Dodds,
the subject of our sketch, commenced to work on the farm at the
age of ten, and continued to work in summer, going to school in
winter, until he was seventeen, when he determined to learn a trade.
A n opportunity presented itself for him to learn the blacksmith
trade, and this being his choice, he accepted the situation, and
worked at it about two months. This was in June, 1854. Having
an older brother in this country, who was in the marble business,
aud who was anxious to have him come out here, he sent for him
to come to America with some friends, who were about to visit their
old home in Scotland. On July 6, 1854, he left home, his mother
accompanying him on foot to his aunt's, near Roxburg, a distance
of ten miles, and on the 11th set sail for the new world in the
steamship Glasgow. The voyage was a very rough one, lasting
seventeen days. They landed in Xew York, July 28th, and on the
29th took the train for Cincinnati, reaching Madison, by steamer,
on Sabbath evening, the 31st, where he met his brother at the
wharf. After a few weeks, lie commenced learning the marble
business under bis brother, and making such rapid progress in the
finer art of drawing, his brother advised him to learn the art, and
at the end of four years was highly complimented for his brilliant
success. I n the spring of 1859 he removed to Yellow Springs,
and formed a partnership with his brother, under the firm name of
A . & G. Dodds. They continued in business there until the fall of
1864, when they removed to Xenia. October 17,1861, he was married to Miss Lizzie I . Ferguson, of Madison, Indiana. They lived
happily together until the 20th of August, 1865, when death claimed
her for its own. She left him a little boy, Fremont, three years of
age. October 11,1866, he was married the second.time, to Mary E.
Brown, daughter of Hiram and Rebecca Brown, of Xenia. A t this
time his brother was in Scotland, arranging for the shipment of
the famous Scotch granite, and on his return brought out Mary and
AVilliam, the two youngest of the family, the mother having died
in July of that year. The firm of A . it G. Dodds became extensively known as importers of Scotch granite, and in 1867 they
opened a branch in St. Louis, and Andrew took charge of it. A
few months afterward the partnership was dissolved, George continuing in the business, and on May 1, 1871, he took Alexander
Caskey as partner, the firm name being Dodds it Caskey. I n May,
1872, they opened a branch in Pittsburgh, Mr. Caskey taking
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charge there until May 1, 1873, when the firm was dissolved, M r .
Dodds continuing the business at Xenia up to the present, a period
of over twenty-one years. A few years ago he erected a new business house, and has recently added another room for the display of
his goods. A t the age of fifteen he formed a temperance resolution" which he has faithfully kept up to the present. I n 1860 he
united in forming a lodge of Good Templars at Yellow Springs,
working it until 1865, and was instrumental in organizing one in
Xenia, with which he was connected about fifteen years. I n 1873
he received a letter from Dio Lewis, in regard to inaugurating his
new temperance movement, and he at once telegraphed him to
come. I t was a grand success, and resulted in starting the woman's
crusade movement in that city. He also w orked the Murphy
movement from beginning to end. I n politics he is a Republican,
and an uncompromising Union man. Was raised in the United
Presbyterian Church, and at the age of twenty united with the
Christian Church at Madison, Indiana. There being no Christian
Church in Xenia, he finally, in February, 1874, united with the
First Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he js still a member.
A t this time his family consists of G. Fremont, by his first wife,
and six children by his present wife, Carrie, Frank, Leslie, Charlie,
Earle, and Ralph. His brother Andrew died May 5,1872. James
came to the United States in 1856, and is now in Dayton, Ohio.
Maggie, the only one on the other side of the Atlantic, lives in
Northumberland, England. Mary is a physician, practicing in St.
Louis, in company with Mrs. Andrew Dodds. William, the youngest, is agent for George, in the marble business.
George S. Drake, engineer of fire department, Xenia, was born
in Morgan County, Ohio, in 1847, and is a son of George W . and
Catharine Drake. His father was born in Virginia, and his mother
in Pennsylvania, They located in the above county in 1845, and
his father died in 1873. The mother is yet living, and resides in
Muskingum County. They were parents of fourteen children, six
of whom are living, Samuel, John I L , Mary E., Kate, Louis B., and
George S. The boyhood of George was passed in Zanesville. I n
1862 he enlisted in Company A, Eighty-Eighth Regiment, Ohio
Xational Guard, and after serving his time (three months), enlisted
in Company E, Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and
was in the battles of Chickamauga, Nashville, Franklin, Kenesaw
Mountain, being wounded in the shoulder at the last-namad battle ;
T
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also participating in the battles of the Atlanta campaign, and was
discharged in 1865. I n 1866 he obtained a position as fireman on
the railroad, serving in that capacity for five J'ears, anil then took
charge of an engine on the Little Miami Railroad, holding that
position for six years. In 1875 he located in Xenia. and was given
bis present position. In 1*72 he was married to Ann A. Matthews,
by whom he has had two children, Nettie E. and William I). Mrs.
Drake was born in Franklin County, in 1847. Politically, Mr.
Drake is a Republican.
John S. Eavey, farmer, deceased, was born near Boonsborough,
Maryland, January 14, 1814, and died September 30, 1879, being
the second son of Margaret and Jat.-.b Eavey. He received a
liberal education for that day, passing his early youth and manhood
with his parents. His father was the owner of an extensive marble quarry on Beaver Creek, near Boonsborough, Maryland. The
subject of our memoir was engaged in the sale of marble from
early manhood up to the time of his marriage, which w as at the
age of twenty-four, to Miss Margaret Kanode, daughter of John
and Margaret Kanode, who resided near Hagerstown, Maryland
Mr. Kanode being an extensive farmer. In the third year of his
married life, Mr. Eavey and his estimable wife immigrated to this
state, settling on land near Xenia, granted him by his mother, and
by industry and prudence he became one of Greene County's most
wealthy citizens. Honorable in all the relations of life, taking a
creditable interest in many of the enterprises of the county, he was
admired and respected by all who knew him. The result of his
marriage was five sons and one daughter—one of his sons dying in
infancy—Arthur TV., Henry I L , John K., Joseph E., and Susan A .
Arthur W . purchased, some years since, a large farm in the State
of Mississippi. Henry H . is well known as a wholesale dealer in
groceries in Xenia. John K., and Joseph E., are both enterprising
farmers in the vicinity of Xenia. Susan A . is living near the city
of Xenia, with lier husband, J. F. G. Bell, son of George Bell, one
of the earliest pioneers of this county, and whose biography, with
his wife's, will be found on another page of this history. His
grandmother was a neice of General Metzinger, of Holland, and
is thereby a legal heir of the Motzinger estate of sixty-five million
dollars.
John Ewing, retired meivhant, was born in Campbell County,
Kentucky, (he (¡ib day of January, 1800, and is a son of John and
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Margaret Ewing, who were raised in Vork County, Pennsylvania,
and moved to Kentucky in 1795; thence to Hamilton County, Ohio,'
in 1801. M r . Ewing lived in Hamilton and Clermont counties
until fourteen years of age, and then came to Xenia and entered
the store of James Gowdy, as a clerk, in which capacity he remained until grown up, when he entered into partnership with
Mr. Gowdy. This partnership was continued until 1838, when
Mr. Gowdy withdrew from the business, and it was continued by
Mr. Ewing until 1801, when he retired to a more private life. A
common school education was all that he received in his early
life.
Paul Fetz, farmer and gardener, was born in Germany, February
1, 1825, and is a son of Paul and Elizabeth Fetz, both of whom
were natives of and died in Germany, having raised a family of
nine children. Paul, the subject of this sketch, came to Ohio in
1849, and wás married in 1852 to Miss Elizabeth Seppert, daughter
of Henry Seppert, of Cincinnati. The result of this union is five
children, George P., Henry, Katie, Charles, and Willie, all living.
Receiving his education in Germany, he served in her armies for a
year and a half, and obtained his release and came to this country
in his twenty-fifth year. He is now engaged in farming and
gardening about a mile from the city, and by economy and faithfulness to business he has become a man of comparative wealth,
and enjoys life as a man only can who has a clear conscience^
and knows his accumulations have been made from honest toil and
square dealing.
R, S. Finley, physician, was born in Winchester, Adams County,
Ohio, in 1827. His father, Samuel S., a Virginian by birth, and his'
mother, a Pennsylvanian, were married in Rockbridge County,
Virginia, and immigrated to this state in 1808, raising a family of
four children. R. S. Finley received a common school education
in Xenia, and graduated in medicine in Cincinnati, in 1850, and
immediately commenced practice in Xenia. He graduated in the
eclectic school, but is practicing the homœpathic principle, and
is to-day one of the leading citizens of the county. The Presbyterian Church is honored by his membership.
John W . Gazaway, minister, Wilberforce, was born in Zanesville, Ohio, in 1841, and is a son of Wesley and Cynthia Gazaway,
both of whom were born in this state, and the parents of seven
children, Charles H., Samuel J., John W., Virginia A., Martha E.,
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Surah P., and Jacob P. John W., the subject of our remarks, was
married, in 1865, to Miss Jerome L . Jackson, daughter of Wilson
and Maria Jackson, of Putnam, Ohio, and has a family of five
children, Grafton W., Lucy A., William W., Eva V., and Maria
J.; and Martha E.. and Annie L., deceased. Educated at Zanesville, where he spent the greater part of his life, he was ordained
an elder of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, in 1873.
He commenced preaching in 1868, and joined the traveling connection in 1871. The greater portion of his labors up to this time
have been spent in Louisville and Lexington, Kentucky. He is a
member of Doric Lodge Xo. 6, Free anil Accepted Masons, of
Xewark, Ohio. He is now ministering to a congregation in Springfield, Ohio, where he is beloved by all who know him, for he is a
man who shows his work by his daily walk and conversation. He
was converted in the year 1855, in the city of Zanesville, Ohio,
under the administration of Rev. A . R. Greene, and has always
been an upright Christian man.
James E. Galloway, retired merchant, was horn in this state, and
is the youngest son of old Major Galloway, one of the old pioneers
of Greene County. They immigrated to this county in 1778, and
here' spent nearly all their Jives. James E., the subject of
this sketch, received his education at the Miami University, and
graduated there in 1844. After graduating, he engaged in the
mercantile business in St. Louis, Missouri, and in 1849 left that city
and crossed the plains to California, where, he remained for seventeen years, engaged as a wholesale merchant. Leaving there, he
went to Montana, Idaho, and various other places, and then left
the West for Ohio, in 1870. Remaining here until 1872, he went
to Chicago, where he remained for some years, and then returned
to the old homestead i n this county, where he has remained ever
since. There are few men who have seen so much of the world as
Mr. Galloway. He has visited South America, Xew Mexico,
Jamaica, Cuba, and many other points of interest. A t one time he
went with a train and a party of six men across the plains to California. Stopping at Salt Lake City, they did some trading with
Brigham Young's elder, Hyde. The old priest would not trade
with them, but bis substitute, Hyde, did the trading in the way of
notes, and when they wanted their notes cashed old man Brigham
was generous enoug. to do so, with a small shave of from twenty
to thirty per cent. ; showing there are some tricks among the
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prophets as well as the gentiles. The country at that time was so
new that most of the inhabitants were compelled to live in their
wagons. When the name of old Major Galloway is spoken, it
carries us back to his boyhood days, and it is hoped the son may
live to the good old age of his father.
Jacob Ganyon, grocer, born in Germany in 1854, is the son of
John and Elizabeth Ganyon, both natives of Germany, who immigrated to this country in 1866, with a family of five children.
Jacob, the subject of our sketch, was married, in 1879, to Miss
Mary Paul, daughter of John and Effie Paul, of Warren County,
Ohio. They have one child living, Elizabeth, and one dead, Mary.'
He is a member of the Red Men, and is now engaged at No. 129
Second Street, Xenia, in the grocery business. Mr. G. is an active,
energetic young German, such as our people may be proud to welcome among them.
George Ganyon, grocer, was born in Europe, Januarv 10, 1852.
Is the son of John and Elizabeth Ganyon, both natives of Europe,
who immigrated to this country in 1865, with a family of five children. George, the subject of this sketch, was married, January 28,
1874, to Miss Enz, by whom he had one child, Lucy. Was married to his second wife, Miss Lelila Kelsay, daughter of John and
— Kelsay, on the 25th day of August, 1879, and by her has one
child, George. Mr. Ganyon is a member of the German Protestant Church, and is now engaged in the grocery and restaurant
business, on the Cincinnati pike, in Xenia. Like his brother, he is
one of the prosperous Germans that all true Americans take pleasure in welcoming to our borders.
M. M. Gaunce, editor Xenia Democrat. The Xenia DemocratXews began its existence sometime in 1872, under the ownership of
John Eahey and Frank Funk, then called the Xenia Enterprise,
and was independent in politics. In February, 1874, it was changed
to the Xenia Xews, and made a nine-column paper, Fahey, proprietor, with Coates Kinney the editor, and independent in politics.
Early in 1875 W. V. Luce bought a half interest in the paper, became its editor, and made it Democratic in politics. In September,
1876, Luce & Fahey sold the paper to M. M. Gaunce. I n January,
1878, Gaunce named the paper the Xenia Democrat-News, and has
conducted it as a Democratic paper ever since, as it was under the
Luce & Fahey proprietorship. Since the time Gaunce became the
owner, LeGrand Tiffany has been its foreman, and has set up two
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sides of the paper each week. The paper has been a co-operative,
or patent outside, with the exception of short intervals.
John M . Gee, engineer, Wilberforce, Greene County, was born
in Ohio, in 1849. Is the son of Charles W . and Jane A . Gee.
The former was a native of Ohio, and the latter«of Virginia. They
had a family of ten children, five sons and five daughters. The
subject of our sketch was married to Miss Frances V . Woodson,
daughter of George and Anna Woodson, of Jackson County, Ohio,
in 1874. Two children, Anna B . and Julia, are the result of this
union. M r . Gee is a practical engineer, and an honor to his profession: He is making his home at Wilberforce.
Ballam T. Goings, farmer, was born in Guernsey County, Ohio,
in 1822. Is the son of Joel and Elizabeth Goings. His father is a
native of Hindostán, and his mother of Dublin. They came to
. Ohio about 1830, with a family of ten children. Ballam, the subject of our sketch, was married to Miss Mary A . Taylor of Xenia,
in 1870, by whom he has four children, Zora B., Peninnah, Tecumseh, aud Oswego K . A t the breaking out of the war he enlisted
in Company C, Eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, and participated in the battles of Pea Ridge, Island Xo. 10, and many others.
Received an honorable discharge in 1864, and returned to Richmond, Indiana, where he remained five years, and then came to
Xenia, remaining in that city ever since. Received his education
at Oberlin, Ohio. Spent most of his former life on the Ohio and
Mississippi rivers. A f t e r settling in his present home,' he discovered on his farm a vein of silver sand,'used for molding purposes,
which, i f properly managed, will give him a comfortable living the
remainder of his days. Mr. Going is a man of great energy, and
knows the value of his mine, and is now shipping his sand all over
the country.
George Gordon, farmer, was born in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, September 7, 1786. I n 1790 his father removed West,
and settled in Kentucky, and in 1802 removed to Ohio, and settled
near the present site of Lebanon, then a part of Hamilton County.
George remained with his father until 1813, and then married Miss
Agnes McDaniel, who was three years his junior, and who had
come with her parents from Cumberland County, Pennsylvania,
and settled in Warren County, Ohio, within a few nales of where
his parents then lived. I n March of the same year the newly-married couple came to this couuty, and settled in the woods, in Sugar
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Creek Township, about three miles west of the Spring Valley and
Centerville pike. Upon arriving at this place he built a log hut,
and, together with his wife, continued to follow, for several years,
the usual avocations, and to endure the hardships of pioneer life.
After a few years of earnest toil in clearing and improving his farm,
he was able to possess a good four-horse team. Finding that he
could make more money by teaming than in any other way, he followed that business for several years, between Cincinnati and Xenia,
getting $1.25 per hundred. In 1831 he purchased a farm on Massie's Creek, lately owned by a Mr. James, and now the property of
Henry Conklin. To this he moved with his family the same year,
and soon after erected new buildings on the place. I n 1851 he purchased the ground between Xorth Detroit and King streets, and
began the erection of a residence, finishing it in the spring of 1853,
and removed to this residence from his farm on Massie's Creek in
that year. His wife died in May, 1860, in the seventy-first year of
her age. Mr. Gordon leaves three sons, George R., William I . , and
Andrew A., of Holton, Kansas, and a daughter, wife of Rev. D.
M. Dill, of Monmouth, Illinois. George R., the oldest now living,
still resides at the old homestead, with his brother. They are both
single, are enterprising farmers, and belong to the United Presbyterian Church, following in the footsteps of their father, who was
called to the better world less than a year ago.
James M. Griffiin, minister, Xenia, son of John G. and Judith
Griffiu, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 10th of October, 1847.
He received his education at Wilberforce University, spending his
youth principally at that place, going to school. He removed from
Cincinnati to Wilberforce with his parents, September 17, 1857,
and attended school until 1866, when he went South and engaged
in teaching, as principal of the Union School, at Wood ville, Mississippi. Returning to Wilberforce, in May, 1876, he accepted a
call to the pastorate of St. Paul's Church, Yellow Springs, until
March, 1877, and his stay of twenty-one months was pleasant and
prosperous. He then received a call to the Zion Baptist Church of
Xenia, where he now presides as its pastor. He is a member of
Wilberforce Lodge Xo. 21, Free and Accepted Masons, and Lincoln Chapter Xo. 2; Toussant Lodge Xo. 1823, of Odd-fellows;
Xew, Idea Lodge Xo. 117, Independent Order of Immaculates ;
district deputy master of the Baptist Church; and Kadess Chapter
Eastern Star Xo. 3. December 16, 1869, he was married to Miss
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Sarah. B . Black, of Mississippi, and has a family of two sons and
four daughters: John J., Carrie E., Aurelia B., Eugenia F., Bora
L . , and "William H . , all living. During his residence in the South
he was, at different periods, alderman, city clerk, city treasurer,
mayor, and ex officio justice of the peace, of the town of Woodville; clerk of circuit court, and superintendent of education, of
"Wilkinson County, Mississippi. November 5, 1874, he was ordained a minister of the gospel, and has been trying faithfully to
serve his Master ever since. By his gentlemanly deportment and
Christian walk, he has gained many warm friends.
William H . Gram, farmer, was born in Xenia, in the year 1859,
and is a son of Harvey aud Ann Gram ; his father being a native of
Maryland, and his mother a native of this state. October 2, 1877,
he was married to Miss Sallie Bodgers, daughter of Amos and
Susan Bodgers, of Xenia. Educated at Yellow Springs, he is a
good general business man, and has spent the most of his life in
this couuty. Two children, Anna M . and Amie S., brighten his
household. A young man of energy, perseverence, and a genial,
social disposition, he is greeted by a host of acquaintances.
Harvey Gram, superintendent of Greene County Infirmary, was
born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1822, and is the only child of
Henry M . and Elizabeth Gram, of Maryland and Pennsylvania,
both of whom died when our subject was quite young. By his
first wife, Miss Ellen B. Prince, of Lebanon, Ohio, he had one son,
Clarence L . , now dead ; aud March 4, 1857, he married his present
wife, Miss A n n Barkhill, of Waynesville, Ohio, and by her had
one child, William H . He received his education in Maryland,
where he lived until he was seventeen years of age, when he came
to Ohio. Some ten years was spent in the hotel business, affording
him a good opportunity to study human nature, and fitting him for
the position he now occupies. He is a wagon-maker by trade,
but being a man of good judgment and a genial disposition, he
was chosen and appointed superintendent of the Greene County
Infirmary in 1871. He still occupies that position, and a glance
through the institution satisfies one that the right man is in the
right place.
George W . Harding, miller, Xenia, born February 6, 1841, is a
son of Bavid M . and Pricilla Harding, both Virginians, who, after
his maturity, emigrated to Tennessee, where his father died, about
the year 1855. I n July, 1858, his mother immigrated with him to

XENIA TOWNSHIP.

499

Ohio. George W. was married, March 6, 1861, to Miss Emaline
Cathleman, of Tennessee, and by her has three children, Fannie
O., Willie M., and Arthur. He received a common school education at Wilberforce University, and has been a resident of this
county since he was seventeen years of age.
David S. Harner, farmer, Xenia, born in Greene County in 1838,
is a son of David and Anna E. Harner, both of this county, who
have a family of four children, David 8., Jonathan, Sarah E., and
Maggie. David, the subject of this sketch, was married in 1866 to
Miss Lavina Wall, daughter of Andrew and Mary A. Wall, of this
county. Four children, all living, are the result of this union:
Casper J3., Franklin B., Mary L., and Emma L. Both himself and
wife are members of the Reformed Church. He received his education in this county, where his life has been passed, and is now the
occupant of a model farm. A man of a genial disposition, he is
one of the staunch men of the county.
Daniel Harbersteg, farmer, born in Maryland, July 19, 1826, is a
son of Daniel and Catharine Harbersteg, natives of Maryland, who
immigrated to Ohio in April, 1837, with a family of sixteen children. Daniel, the subject of our sketch, was married, about the
year 1841, to Miss Parthena Brown, daughter of Michael and Jane
Brown, of this county. They have a family of three children,
Harriet, Mary 0., and William. He was educated in this county,
aud is a member of the German Reformed Church. He is now engaged in farming one mile from Xenia, and resides at Xo. 57 Market Street, Xenia. A well-known, thorough-going business man,
he possesses the esteem and confidence of all who know him.
George W. Holland, farmer, Xenia, born in South Carolina in
1846, is a son of Baniel and Maria Holland, the former a native of
Xorth Carolina, and the latter of South Carolina, His father died
in South Carolina, and in 1856 his mother came to Ohio with her
three children, Andrew J., William Mel)., and George W., the
subject of our sketch. In 1872 he was married to Miss Evaline
Bradly, of Kentucky. They have a family of four children, William A., Lee A., Ophelia M., and Gertrude, all living. He is a
member of Wilberforce Lodge of Free aud Accepted Masons, and
has filled the office of senior« deacon for several years, and is also a
member of the Baptist Church. In 1875 he was admitted to the
bar, in Edgefield County, where he practiced law for some two
years. His mother, Maria, is a surprisingly young-looking woman
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for her age, and is the owner of a good farm near Wilberforce,
where 'she is spending her days, in company with her son George
and his pleasant family, and improving the farm in such a maimer
that they may all pass their last days in peace and plenty.
R. F. Howard, lawyer, Xenia, was born in Hamilton, Ohio, at
College H i l l , on the 20th day of July, 1813. Is a son of Cyrus and
Lucy Howard. Received his education at Miami University, and
graduated at Augusta, Kentucky. Also graduated at Cincinnati
Law School in 1837. In 1849 was married to Miss Margaret Steele,
a native of this city. They had a family of seven children, only
two of whom are now living, Charles F. and William S. M r . Howard has been mayor of the city, and has been one of the school
board examiners for twenty years, and has been a member of the
legislature for five years. Commenced the practice of law in 1837,
and by his untiring energy has cinched, step by step, until he stands
in the front rank at the bar, being one of the most able lawyers in
the county. I u 1873 his first wife died, and in 1876 he was married to Miss Mary Pollock, of Logan County. Is a member of the
Presbyterian Church in this city, and has gained a host of friends
throughout the county.
John W . H i l l , engineer, Xenia, was born in Hocking County,
Ohio, in 1824. Is a son of Joseph and Lucretia H i l l , the father a
native of Pennsylvania, and the mother of Virginia. They immigrated to Ohio about 1820, with a family of five sons. The subject
of our sketch was married, in 1845, to Alicia A n n Gee, daughter
of Johu and Mary Gee, of this state. They had a family of four
children. Amanda Jane and Birdie are living, and Samantha. and
William L. are dead. John W . enlisted, in the year 1863, in the
Third Indiana Battery, and was engaged in thirty-six different battles. Some of the principal fights were Corinth, Shiloh, Island X o .
10, and Fort Pillow. While in the fort at Mobile, he was under
fire for thirty-nine days. Was also at Mobile Bay, and participated
in the last fight of the rebellion. Is now living in this city, where
he expectsjo spend the remainder of his days.
Hezekiah R. Hubbell, carpenter and plasterer, Xenia, was born
in Shelby County, Ohio, iu 1813. Is the son of Stineman and A n n
Hubbell, of this state, who had a family of ten sons and two daughters. The subject of our sketch was married to Sarah E. Gaskill,
daughter of William and Susan Gaskill, and had a family of five
children. William S., Isabella, and Rachel E. are living. Jacob
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A . and Sarah J. are dead. I n 1861 he enlisted in Company B ,
Twelfth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and received his discharge in 1861. Was in the battles of Scare Creek, Colfax Ferry,
Lewisburg, Princeton, South Mountain, and others. Received his
education in this city, where he has spent the principal part of his
life. Is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Lost his
wife in 1877, and has remained here ever since.
C. B. Jones, physician, Xenia, was born in 1849. I n 1833 his
father, George W . Jones, immigrated to this county from Virginia,
and his-mother came from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1818,
when but a child. They reared a family of nine children. The
subject of this sketch received his education as a physician in 1872,
in Cincinnati, and commenced practicing the same year. Was
married to Miss Alice Ewing in 1874, and has two children, Florence and Ewing, who are both young, and living with their parents.
Is now physician at the Soldiers' and Sailors' Orphans' Home, near
this city, which position he has held for over five years. Is master
of the Masonic lodge in this city, and is a young man who, by his
gentlemanly deportment, has gained the good will and a fair portion of the patronage of the people of his county.
William J. Johnson, minister, Wilberforce, was born in Richmond, Virginia, in 1845. Is the son of Wescom and Susan Johnson, both natives of Virginia, who came to Ohio about 1851, and
settled at Cadiz, where bis mother still resides, his father having
died twenty-two years ago. They had a family of six children,
Walter L . , Eddie, Katie, Fannie, Susie, and William. The subject
of this sketch was married, in 1868, to Rhoda J. Smith, daughter
of John and Mary A . Smith, of Cadiz, Ohio. I n 1864 he enlisted
in Company C, Fourth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, was a
corporal, and received an honorable discharge in September of the
following year. Received most of his education at Wilberforce
University, and has spent the greater portion of his life in Harrison County, Ohio. Is a member of the Masonic order, and is also
a member of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he
has been a minister for seven years. Is now stationed at Cambridge,
Ohio, and has a fine congregation. By his Christian deportment
and godly example he has endeared himself to his congregation in
such a way that i t will be difficult to fill his place in that charge.
.Joseph B . Kyle, clerk Second Xatioual Bank, Xenia, was born
in that city, October 2,1852. Is the son of James and Rachel Kyle,
3

2
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natives of this county, and one of the oldest families in the county.
They had a family of three children, Joseph, Olive, and Nellie, the
last one having died at the age of one year. Joseph, the subject of
our sketch, was married to Sallie E. Neville, daughter of Henry
Neville, of this city, on the 16th of December, 1879. They have
one child, James LeRoy. Joseph received his education in this
city, and spent fifteen years of his life in Cincinnati, where he was
engaged in book-keeping for different branches of business, and is
now correspondent for the Second National Bank of this city, a
very prominent and responsible position. Is a member of Damon
Lodge, Knights of Pythias, of Cincinnati. His father and mother
are novv living in the last named city, keeping the Merchants' Union
Hotel, which is connected with the Union Bethel. Was mayor of
this city in 1861, at which time a number of young men of fighting
quality came to him, and proposed to raise a compauy for the war,
and make him their leader, to which he responded, and was commissioned as captain of Company H , Ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. Was appointed provost marshal under General Rosencrans,
and resigned on account of ill-health. Was a brother of Br. James
A. Kyle, one of the oldest and most prominent citizens of this city.
Prof. B. F. Lee, President of Wilberforce College, Xenia, is a
son of Abel and Sarah Lee, and was born in New Jersey, in 1841.
Passing his youth in that state, he came to Ohio in 1864, and received his common school education in Gouldstown, a post-place ;
entered the theological department of Wilberforce University in
1865, and graduated in 1872, making this his home ever since. In
1873 he was appointed Professor of Pastoral Theology in "Wilberforce University. In 1874 he resigned the practical duties of the
position, but retained the principalship ; and in 1876 was appointed
president of the university, and still occupies that position. For
ten years he has been a member of the General Conference of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1873 he married Miss
Mary E. Ash, of Mobile, Alabama. She was also a graduate of
Wilberforce University. Four children, Francis A., Sarah H ,
Mary A., and Johu F., are the result of their marriage. Himself
and family enjoy life at Wilberforce, and the people of the county
will find it a hard matter to fill his place, should he be called to
some other locality.
David Lee, coal dealer, Xenia, is a son of Merideth and Sabra
Lee, both of North Carolina, where his mother died, His father
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innnigrated to Ohio in 1859, with his only son, David. He married
Miss Lucy Tyler, who died in 1870, and in 1874 he married Miss
Charlotte Harris. He is a plasterer by trade, but is also a dealer in
eoal. He is an industrious man, a Mason (in which he has rilled
some of the offices). Odd-fellow, and a member of the Baptist
Church. He was in the Union .army for two years and a half,
and was honorably discharged in October, 1865. Is now a member
of the city council.
Noah Loues, peddler, Xenia, was born in Virginia, in 1836. Is
a son of Jesse and Mary Loues, both natives of that state, who immigrated to Ohio in 1859, with a family of eleven children. Noah
was married, in 1858, to Martha A . Burton, daughter of George W .
and Mary Burton, of Virginia. They have a family of four children, Ida, Carson, Early, and Herman. Received his education in
Virginia, where he spent the principal portion of his life. He is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is now engaged
in the peddling business throughout the country, making his home
in this city.
Basil V. Lucas, dealer in wood and iron fencing, Xenia, was born
in Berkeley County, Virginia, in the year 1837. Is a son of Dennis and Elizabeth Lucas, both natives of that state, who removed
to Ohio in the year 1858, with eight children, Basil V., Emily
C , Matilda A., John W., Elizabeth B., Dennis T., Charles D., and
Eliza S. The subject of our sketch was married, October 24,1868,
to Rebecca A . Niswanger, daughter of Perry and Hester Niswanger, of this city. They had a family of six children, Effie G., Ida
May, Minnesota, William A., Basil V., and Lee McClung. The
daughters are all dead. He enlisted in the Union A r m y on the 3d
day of February, 1864, in Company D, Seventy-Fourth Regiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and received his discharge in 1865, at
('amp Dennison, Ohio. He was in many hard-fought battle*, and
at Tunnel Hill was in a continual tight until the battle of Jonesborough, and was with Sherman in his famous march to the sea.
At Buzzard's Roost, on the 10th day of May, 1864, his collar bone
was broken, by being struck with a piece of shell, disabling hint in
the right arm. Received his education in Virginia, where he lived
until he was twenty-one, when he came to Ohio, where he has been
engaged in carpentering since the war. Is now, in connection with
his- trade, contracting and putting up iron fencing, and is also engaged with George Barnes in the manufacture of a patent folding

504

HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY.

lounge, one of the best, i f not the best, ever brought before the
public.
W . V . Luce, ex-editor, Spring Valley, was born in this county,
August 12, 1843. Is the youngest son of Abner G. and Avaria
Luce, both natives of Ohio. She was the daughter of Robert
Buckles, an officer iu the war of 1812, who removed from Virginia
and settled in this county, in 1799, raising a family of eight children. Our subject received a good common school education, having attended the normal school at Lebanon, aud the college at
Delaware, Ohio, in which way his youth was spent up to the time
he enljsted in the army, on the 16th day of August, 1862, only a
few days after he was niueteeu years of age. He entered the army
as corporal in Company D, One Hundred and Tenth Regiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, where he remained until he was mustered
out, in June, 1865, at the close of the war. Received a wound in
the hand, by a minnie ball, at the battle of Cedar Creek, October
19, 1864. After being mustered out, he engaged in the drug and
grocery business, in Spring Valley. Removed to Dayton, in 1868,
and there engaged iu the drug trade until 1871, when he returned
to Spring Valley, where he still resides. He has served as assessor
of this township seven terms, and is now constable. Was elected
justice of the peace in 1873, and resigned in 1875, to take charge
of the Xenia News, a paper neutral in politics, which he converted
into a Democratic journal, the first of that politics published in
that city for thirty years. He continued its editor, in connection
with John Fahey, until the fall of 1876, when they sold to M r .
Gaunce, the present editor. He was married to Evaline Clark,
daughter of George C. and Charlotte Clark, October 10, 1867, and
has a family of five children, Lottie A., Ella, Abner C , Stella, and
Robert. Is now engaged in the insurance aud collection business,
in which latter he does an extensive business. Is a Democrat, and
as such has figured conspicuously in this county. His father, Abner
G. Luce, was appointed one of the associate judges of this county
in 1842, and continued in that office until his death, in 1849.
Campbell L Maxwell, city clerk aud attorney-at-law, Xenia, born
in Fayette County, Ohio, April, 1849, is a son of Campbell and
Henrietta Maxwell, both Virginians by birth, who immigrated to
Ohio, a few years after their marriage and settled in Fayette
County, where they bought a farm in the woods, upon which they
raised a family of ten children. Of these Campbell L . is the fourth
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son and sixth child. His educational advantages were poor, but
by hard study and energy he managed to procure a good English
education before arriving at the age of manhood, after which he
attended Wilberforce University.
While a student there the
prineipalship of the colored schools at Zancsville, Ohio, having
been tendered him, he accepted the same. Meanwhile, he had
been prosecuting his law studies under the Hon. John Little, and
at the close of his first year as principal, he returned to Xenia. I n
the following September, 1872, he was examined by the Supreme
Court of Ohio, and admitted to the bar. He is now the city clerk
of the City of Xenia, having been elected in 1879, and re-elected
in 1880. I n June, 1873, he was married to Miss Mary E. Cousins.
Two children have been born to them, the oldest one dying in
October, 1878. He is a prominent member of the Masonic order,
having for several years been a member of the grand lodge of the
state. He has a growing practice, and stands high in his profession. In politics he is a Republican.
I I . S. Mathewman, florist, Xenia, was born May 6, 1841, and is a
son of Benjamin and Esther Mathewman, both of England, who
emigrated to Canada about 1830. I n 1866 the subject of this
sketch concluded to try his fortune in the United States, and with
this object in view he located in Xenia, and engaged in the nursery business, which he followed for some four vears. Being a
man of taste, and a lover of the beautiful, he became a florist, and
has continued in the business up to the present time, having such a
floral garden on Xorth K i n g Street as is seldom found outside the
larger cities. July 10, 1866, he was married to Miss Josephine
Cook, daughter of Isaac and Mary Cook. They have a family of
two girls, Rena and Mary A . He is a member of the Odd-fellows,
and also of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a Republican in
politics, and a staunch union man.
George Marshall, plasterer, Xenia, was born in that city in 1842.
His father and mother, Jesse and Jane Marshall, both natives of
Kentucky, immigrated to this country about the year 1800, and
raised a family of eight children, William, Jane, E l i , Albert,
George, Robert F., and Simon. George, the subject of this sketch
was married in 1866, to Miss Sarah C. McFarland, daughter of
Jacob and Margery McFarland, of Xenia; her father being amonothe first born in Greene County. George is the father of one
daughter, now in her fourteenth year, who is the pet of the family.
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When the war broke ont. he was among the first to respond to the
call, and enlisted in Company G, Fifty-Fourth Ohio, under Colonel
Smith, and served three years and eleven months. Entering the
army as a private, by his bravery and faithfulness he was promoted
to first lieutenant, which rank he held until he received an honorable discharge and was mustered out, at Little Rock, Arkansas.
Both himself aud wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, with which they have been connected for some twelve
years. I n politics he is a Republican. A plasterer by trade, by
strict attention to the wants of his customers he has built up a
business any person might be proud of.
William G. Marshall, lawyer, Xenia, born in Ohio, August 27,
1856, is a son of William W . and Mary Marshall, both of this state,
who have a family of two children, Mary M., and William G. The
subject of our remarks received his education at home, and at
common schools, and he can be counted among the self-made men
of our country. His youth was passed principally in this county.
Commencing the study of law, under Judge J. E. Hawes, when
only nineteen years of age, he was admitted to the bar at twentyone, making an uncommon advance in his studies. He has made
his mark early in life, and is now engaged in the practice of law.
A single man, a member of the United Bresbyterian Church, and
a staunch Republican in politics.
John W . Manor, carpenter, Xenia, was born in Frederick County,
Virginia, in the year 1824, and is a son of Benjamin and Catharine
Manor, both of that state, who immigrated to Ohio in 1828, with a
family of twelve children. John W., the subject of our sketch,
was married in 1844, to Miss Margaret A . Scott, daughter of
James A . and Elizabeth Scott, of Xenia. They have a family of
nine children, David I . , William A . , Catharine E., Samuel I L ,
Asbury L . , Henrietta M . , Benjamin L . , James S., and John E.
Our subject, with two of his sons, enlisted in the one hundred days
service. His life has been passed in Xenia, where he received his
early education. From 1861 to 1869, eight years, he was superintendent of the Greene County Infirmary. He is a leading member
of the Odd-fellows, including the Encampment, having filled all
the chairs of both bodies ; and is also a member of the Reformed
Church. He is now carrying on his trade of carpentering, and
has no superiors at the business.
James B. Monroe, furniture dealer, Xenia, is a son of David and
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Barbara Monroe, who immigrated to this country from Scotland,
in 1818, and had at that time the county of Greene in view as their
future home, it being at that time a central point of the association
to which they belonged, known as the Associate Church, which is
now merged into the United Presbyterian Church, by the union of
Associate and Associate Reformed churches. They were among
the oldest settlers of Greene County, and had a family of three
children, George, Margaret, and William, who came to this country
with them, after which was born Mary A n n , who is now Mrs. John
Moore. Her husband is one of the old merchant tailors of this
county, having been engaged in this business for some thirty years
or more. James B., the subject of this sketch, was born in Xenia,
on the site where he now resides, and was, in 1849, married to Miss
Henrietta Riley, of Troy, Ohio, a daughter of one of Miami
County's oldest settlers, Z. Riley, who for nearly the natural term
of his life held some one or another of the highest county ornee?.
The result of this marriage was four sons and two daughters,
Juliet C , James S., Laurence R., Minor W., and Riley, the eldest,
who departed this life in the seventh year of his age. While on a
visit to his grandmother, in Troy, Ohio, he was taken suddenly i l l
of brain fever, and lived but a few days.
During the war M r .
Monroe was a trustee for the relief society for the benefit of
soldiers' wives and children, and was one of its most active members. He is a member of the school board, a position he has held
for over thirty years. He is now engaged extensively in the furniture business, is a man of sound Republican principles, and highly
appreciated by the community at large.
Scott Mongold, clerk, Xenia, was born in Hardy County, West
Virginia, March 17,1859. Is the son of George and Caroline Mongold, who immigrated to this county, in 1863, with seven children,
John W., Charles H . , Cary, Jacob F., Harvey W., Virginia, and
Scott. The subject of this sketch worked on a farm for John Levally for about eight years after he came to Ohio, and then lived
with Bavid Bavis until 1880, when he came to this city and took
the clerkship of the Burnett House, where he still remains. Is
a young man of promise, pleasant ways, and accommodating disposition. His father, during the war, or at the commencement of it,
was living in Virginia, but, true to his country, he took up arms for
the side of right, and fought for the Union, and when at home on
furlough, was captured, taken South, and imprisoned, first at
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Wheeling, and from there to Libby. Watching an opportunity,
with some others he broke guard, came to this city, and wrote to
his wife and son Scott to meet him here, which they did at once.
D. T. Montague, druggist, Xenia, was born in Vermont, on the
7th clay of November, 1830, and is a son of Otis and Abigail Montague, natives of Xew Y o r k . They moved to Ohio in the year
1837, with one child, and were afterward blessed with the second,
Charles Otis. The subject of our sketch was married to Miss Elizabeth Hosack in the year 1855, who bore him four children, Charles
Otis, Frederick, Florence May, and George H., the first two having
died. M r . Montague is a member of the Masonic order, and has
gone through the chapter and comm^udery, and has been their
treasurer for several years. Is also a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and is now engaged in the drug business, on Detroit Street, in this city, and is one of the main druggists in the
county, looking well to his interest, and also his customers, not
trusting his prescriptions to be filled by a clerk, but attends to that
department himself. He is an agreeable, pleasant gentleman to do
business with, and well deserves the great trade he has worked up.
W . J. Morris, dealer in notions, and son of George and Lila
Morris, of Maryland, was born in this county in the year 1842.
Was married, July 27, 1865, to Martha E. Harshman, daughter of
George and Nancy Harshman, of Spring Valley, and has a family
of six children, John W., Mary E., Rilla E., Pearly M . , James 13.,
and Charles, all living. He enlisted in the Eighty-First Ohio, and
remained with it one year, and was discharged on account of disability. Afterward he joined the One Hundred and Tenth Ohio,
with which he remained eleven months, and was engaged in all the
bloody and hard-fought battles through which the old veteran regiment passed, receiving an honorable discbarge on the 3d day of
July, 1865, when he returned to the bosom of his family. Received
his education in Allen County, and has spent the greater portion of
his life in this county, now residing in Xenia.
Joseph Morrow, farmer, Xenia, was born in this county in the
year 1812. Is the son of James and Anna K . Morrow, both natives
of Virginia, who were married in the year 1801, and had a family
of twelve children. The subject of this sketch was married to Sarah Findley' daughter of John and A n n Findley, in the year 1838.
Joseph was one of the first to shoulder his gun to drive Morgan's
rangers out of Ohio, and gained the title of squirrel hunter, which
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we all remember was a very large and lively company of hunters.
He and his estimable wife are both members of the United Presbyterian Church. W i t h the exception of about ten years, he has
spent his life in this county, and is one of its old citizens. He is a
Republican in politics, and a hearty supporter of the cause of freedom. I n slavery times he was one of the strong anti-slavery men,
until he joined the Republican party. W i t h his wife, he is now
living about four miles northeast of Xenia, on one of the finest
farms in the county, and in all the writer's travels through his district, he has met no one who seems to enjoy life more than they.
William A . Mullen, farmer, was born in Brown County, Ohio, in
the year 1847. Is the son of James and Amanda Mullen, of this
state, who have a family of seven children. The subject of this
sketch was married, September 23,1875, to Miss Sarah J. Shockey,
daughter of James and Rachel Hueston, of Allen County. Her
parents are both dead. They were married in Dayton, by Rev. W .
A . Robinson. M r Mullen enlisted in Company I , Fifty-Ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, February- 6,1864, and was in many
of the hardest battles of the war, such as Chickamauga, Ringgold,
Cumberland Gap, and Buzzards' Roost, where he was wounded,
May 9, 1864, in the left side, in the lung and shoulder, twice
in the right knee, and again across the back. His collar bone was
cut off by a ball, totally disabling him in the left arm. A f t e r being
wounded he was taken to the post, and left for dead twice, and layin an unconscious state from May until September, when he was
sent back to Cincinnati, where he was discharged by command of
General Joseph Hooker. He had some four hundred dollars with
him when wounded, aud when left for dead, one of his -party
tried to get hold of it, but his name is withheld on account of his
family. M r . Mullen's father died when he Avas but two years old,
and he was placed with J. C. Wells, with whom he remained from
his fifth to his eighteenth year, when he enlisted. Received his
education in Brown County, where he spent the most of his life!
He is a self-made man, and hard study has made him what he
is. Is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and his wife
is a Bresbyterian. They are IIOAV living in Xenia, where he expects
to make his home.
George A . McKay, engineer aud surveyor, Xenia, was born in
this county, December 25, 1850, and is a son of Samuel F. and
Angeline A . McKay. His mother is a Virginian by birth, and
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came to Ohio when she was but seven years of age. His father
was born in Ohio, and was married in the year 1850 to Miss Angeline A . Moore, daughter of Persley Moore, of this county. He lost
his life by a tree tailing on him, and left a family of five children,
George A., Maria L . , Oscar F., Sarah J., and Irving F. George
A., our subject, was married September 25, 1873, to Miss Ada I .
Peterson, daughter of Jacob S. aud Sarah C. Peterson, of Clinton
County, Ohio. They have a family of two children, Werter P.,
and Mable. He commenced engineering when but sixteen years
old, and now holds the position of civil engineer of the Miami
Valley aud Columbus Railroad, where he has been for the last two
years, and where he is likely to remair as long as he wishes. He
was raised on a farm, but being of an active mind and an aspiring
nature, he left it and engaged in his present profession. He received a common school education in this county, and afterwards
graduated in mathematics at Antioch College, Yellow Springs.
A . B . Mcintosh, plasterer, Xenia, was born in Boone County,
Kentucky, March 22, 1816. Is the son of William R. and A n n C.
Mcintosh, his father being a native of Ohio, and his mother of
Bennsylvania. The subject of our sketch was married, September 7,
1864, to Miss Kate Cochem, daughter of Samuel and Lucinda
Cochem, of this city. They have had three children, Gliscoe G.,
who died young, Cyrus W., and John B., who are still living. He
enlisted in the One Hundred and Tenth Begiment, Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, January 8,1861, and was wouuded at the battle of Cold
Harbor, June 3, 1864, and was transferred to Washington, after
which he reported to his regiment at Banville, and after going
through all the bloody and hard-fought battles participated in by
that noble old regiment, received an honorable discharge in 1865.
Beceived his education in this city, where he has spent the greater
portion of his life, and is now engaged at his trade of plastering,
doing a business second to none.
Thomas J. McGaughey, laborer, Xenia, was born in Pennsylvania,
in the year 1839. Is the son of Wilson and Catharine McGaughey,
his father being a native of Kentucky, and his mother of Pennsylvania, and had a family of twelve children. Thomas, the subject
of our sketch, was married to Miss Elizabeth Sybert, of Maryland,
in the year 1864. I n 1862 he enlisted in Company E, Xinety-Fourth
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was in the battles of Lookout Mountain, Mission Ridge, Chickamauga, B i g Shanty, and many
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others; was a good soldier, and in 1864 was honorably discharged.
Received his education in Pennsylvania, and was formerly a distiller. Is now living in this city, and is a man loved by all who know
him.
Frank E. McGurvey, assistant county treasurer, Xenia, was born
in this city, in the year 1855. Is the son of James McGurvey, of
Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio about the year 1832, aud his
mother came when quite young. They had a family of five children. Frank E. has always lived in this city, and was educated
here. I n the year 1870, he entered the book store of J. C. Trader
& Co., where he remained three years, and then became bookkeeper for Merrick & McClure, which position he filled two years,
when he became book-keeper for J. C. Trader & Co., remaining
with them for two years more. I n 1876 he was appointed deputy
county treasurer, under Lester Arnold, which position he now holds,
though Mr. Arnold has been succeeded by J. H . Cooper, Esq.
He has been connected with Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church,
as organist, for six years. I n 1880 he was married to Miss Julia
Dean, daughter of Daniel Dean, Esq., all of this county.
James M . McCann, sheriff, Xenia, was born in this city, August
29, 1841. His father, Wilson B., was born in Virginia, October 4,
1811, and came to Ohio in 1833. His mother, Catharine (Williams)
McCann, was born in this city, Becember 29, 1812. They were
married August 13, 1835, in this city, and have a family of three
children, two daughters and one son, our subject, who is the youngest of the family. The daughters were Cassander, the eldest, and
Cinderella, who died December 19, 1879. James received his education in this city, and his youth was spent on a farm near here.
He is a painter by trade, which he followed several years. He was
among the very first troops called out for the three months' service,
and re-enlisted for three years, serving that time, and re-enlisted
again, as a veteran, for three years more, or during the war,
serving four years and four months, and for his valor as a soldier,
was promoted from a private to first lieutenant, and then to captain
of the company. He went out in Company B , Seventy-Fourth
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Is now sheriff of this county,
and has been a member of the Masonic fraternity for several years.
He was married, December 7, 1870, to Miss Luella Hatch, daughter
of Ebenezer and Lydia Hatch. She has borne him two children,
John G. and Katie May, the son seven, and the daughter live years
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of age. He lias always been a staunch Republican. His father
died when he was yoitng, leaving his mother to toil for their support until they were old enough to help themselves. His mother,
sister, and himself have always lived together. They are now living with him, and have a good and happy home. He has rendered
all the service to his country that could be done by any one man,
fighting from the commencement to the end of the war, and is now
enjoying some little return for his services, but a lifetime in such
an office could not repay the risks of life he has gone through.
This, however, is not what a valiant soldier, such as our subject,
risks life for, but rather for the glorious old stripes and stars, without one taken away.
John F. McCain, Burnett House bar, Xenia, was born at Batavia,
Clermont County, Ohio, on the 29th day of May, 1854, and is the
son of Batrick and Susanna McCain. His boyhood'days were spent
principally iu this city. Received a liberal education at Xenia College, and in the year 1868 engaged in the liquor business, clerking
for T. G. McAnifte, London, Ohio. He has continued in this, his
chosen business, up to this day. He is a member of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. His father entered the Union army in 1861,
as a member of the Seventy-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, an
authentic history of which appears in this work. He was twice
wounded, and came home on furlough, but returned, and was again
wounded and taken prisoner, and taken to Libby Prison, where he
endured all the hardships and privations in that human hell. From
there he was taken to Andersonville, and from thence to a prison
at Chárleston, South Carolina, where death relieved him of his sufferings, on the 11th of October, 1864, just one year after beingtaken prisoner. The subject of our sketch opened a sample room,
on the 6th of December, 1880, in connection with the Burnett
House. The room has been beautifully arranged, and is now, without exception, the finest in the city. A billiard and pool table has
beeu added, which is being patronized by the elite of the city. He
is a young man of prepossessing appearance, is well and favorably
known throughout the community, and enjoys the confidence and
esteem of all who know him.
James McBonald, conductor, Xenia, was born iu Cincinnati, i n
the year 1856. Is a son of Oliver and Catharine McDonald. His
father is a native of Scotland, and his mother of Ireland. They
immigrated to this country about the year 1840, with a family of
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five children, Mary, Katie, Bridget, Julia, and James, the subject of
our sketch, who is now a conductor on the narrow-gauge railroad,
from Dayton to Chillicothe. l i e has been in the railroad business
a great portion of his life, and is one of the favorite conductors of
the road, always gentlemanly, and willing to accommodate his passengers, and is so well adapted to his position, that all with whom
the writer has conversed say he has, or ought to have, a life lease
on the road. Received his education in this city, where the principal portion of his life has beeu spent, and where all who know him
wish him to spend the remainder of it.
Austin MeBowell, lumber merchant, Xenia, was born in Alle- ,
ghany County, Bennsylvania, on the 27th day of A p r i l , 1815, and
is the son of William and Charlotte" MeBowell, his father .being a
native of Pennsylvania, and his mother of Maryland. They had
three sons, and have always lived in Pennsylvania. Our subject received his education in a couple of log school houses, about a mile
and a half from his father's farm, where his youth was spent, with
the exception of the winters he spent at school. A t the age of
eighteen he left home to learn the carpenter trade, and worked two
years in the country, finishing his trade with Andrew Millen, in
Pittsburgh, in 1836. He was a journeyman until 1837. I n the fall
of that year he came to this county, and in 1857 engaged in the
lumber business, in which he still continues. He was second lieutenant of infantry in the state troops from 1844 to 1846, and was
elected and commissioned as captain of Company I ) , SeventyFourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, December 28,1861, and
went into Camp Chase, February 24, 1862. Removed from there
A p r i l 20, 1862, and reported at Xashville, Tennessee, on the 24th
of the same month. Remained with the regiment, being in command of i t several times, until September 1, 1862, when they were
ordered to report to General Buel, and was sent home on recruiting
service. Was taken prisoner, with recruiting squad, at Franklin,
Kentucky, paroled soon after, at Hartsville, Tennessee, reported to
Governor Wood, at Columbus, Ohio, and was granted permission to
remain a few days at home. Beturned to Columbus, and remained
until he was exchanged, and then reported to his regiment iu Tennessee, remaining until February 10, 1863, when he resigned, on
account of an injury received while building a stockade at Franklin, Tennessee, in August, 1862. Was commissioned captain of
Company I , One Hundred and Twenty-Eighth Regiment, Ohio
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Volunteers, December 25, 1863, a regiment principally engaged iu
garrison duty. I n March, 1865, was sent by General Ord to serve
on general court martial. Served until July, when he was ordered
back to his regiment, which was ordered to Camp Chase, and there
mustered out, July 17, 1865. He was county commissioner at the
time he entered the service; also a member of the Board of Education and trustee at the same time, for several terms. Was once
member of council at Wilmington, Clinton County, and is now
councilman of the first ward of this city. He has been connected
with the Reform Church here, as ruling elder, .since 1853, it being
now the First United Presbyterian Church. He was married on
the 22d of March, 1843, to Susan A . Finney, daughter of John and
Isabella Finney, of Pennsylvania. They have two children, Charlotte F. and Isabella. He has often been called to preside over
celebrations, and other matters of importance, aud was appointed
chief commander at the centennial celebration, July 4, 1876. He
was a Democrat, until the beginning of the war, but from that time
he has voted with the Republican party.
A l f r e d T. McDauiel, cattle broker, Xenia, was born at Caesar's
Creek, this county, in 1817, and is a son of Wilson and Elizabeth
McDaniel. His father immigrated to this country about the year
1798, and landed in Cincinnati, where he remained for about two
years, and then removed to Lebanon. Remaining there one year,
he removed to Cedarville, where he was married to Miss Elizabeth
Ladd. The result of this marriage was eleven children, six sons
and live daughters. Alfred received his education in this county,
and in 1839 was married to a Miss Bone, who bore him oue child,
which died when uine months old. Two months after this his
wife succumbed to the grim destroyer, leaving him alone to fight
the battle of life. I n 1842 he married Miss Catharine Smith, by
whom he had three children, two sons—Hiram, and William L . —
and one daughter, who died in infancy, and her mother followed
her in eight days after the child's birth. After a space of nine
years he was again married, to Miss Mary F. Maxey. She gave
him four sons and one daughter, James E., .Ella, Xenia, Chauncey
S., and the little lad who died in his second year, " Tippy." The
father has been a resident of this county nearly his whole life ; is
an active businessman, and a staunch Republican, and when Kirby
Smith made his raid through Ohio, was among the first to shoulder
his musket and assist in his capture.
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Wilford McDonald, farmer, was born in Tennessee, March 9,
1798, and is a son of Isaiah and Edith McDonald, who immigrated
to this state in 1801. l i e was educated in this county, where he
has passed the greater portion of his life. I n 1831 he was married
to his first wife, Miss Martha Lyon, who presented him with eight
children, all of whom are living but two. Three of his sons,
Franklin H . , Mills S., and Columbus, were in the Union army, and
all were honorably discharged. Melville and John H . are now in
Nevada seeking their fortunes among the hills. These, with
Americus Jane, are all living. The other two, Sarah E. and Mary
E., are dead. M r . McDonald was married to his second wife, Miss
Elizabeth A . McCorter, of Clinton County, Ohio, in 1854. She
has borne him no children. He is one of the old settlers and successful farmers of the county, and any one going over his farm
would not have to be told that he understands his business.
William M . North, farmer, Xenia, was born in Oldtown, Greene
County, in 1831, and is the son of Orin and Martha North, natives
of Connecticut aud Kentucky. His father came to Ohio in 1817,
and his mother in 1825. She rode on horseback all the way to her
brother's, whom she came to visit, and while there was married, iu
1828. They had only one child, the subject of this sketch, who, on
the 20th day of November, 1856, married Miss Sarah E. Snyder,
daughter of Jasper and Rachel Snyder, of Oldtown. He is the
father of six sons and live daughters, Albert, Laura, Kenton, Anna,
John W., George R., Willis G., Hester A., Margaret M . , Orin, and
Martha R. John W., George, and Orin, are dead. M r . North's
mother was a neice of Simon Kenton, a noted pioneer of
Kentucky, who passed the latter part of his life in Logan County,
this state. Mr. North is now master of the Masonic lodge in
Xenia, and also a member of Reed Commaudery No. 6, of Dayton,
Ohio, and of Xenia Lodge Xo. 1658, Knights of Honor. He enlisted in the Union army in 1864, and was mustered out the same
year. Both himself and wife are members of the Baptist Church.
He received a common school education in this county, and afterwards took the higher branches. He has disposed of his farm
here, and purchased in Clinton County, where he expects to pass
the remainder of his life.
Charles Orr, bookseller and stationer, Xenia, was born in Cedarville, Ohio, January 8, 1858, and is a son of John and Henrietta
Orr. He graduated in Xenia High School, in 1875, and passed his
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youthful days in that city. He is now engaged in the hook and
stationery business, in connection with which he has a book-bindery, and has succeeded in building up a very extensive trade. He
is probably as well known as any dealer in his line in the county,
and by his promptness in business, square and honorable dealing,
has made for himself a pathway to a competency in the future.
Wesley Owens, fireman, was born in Xenia in 1844, and is a son
of George and Malinda Owens,—his father a Virginian, and his
mother of this state,—who were the parents of one son and two
daughters. Wesley has been twice married, his first wife dying
without issue. His second marriage was celebrated with Lillian,
daughter of Jesse Wright, of Xenia, by whom he has had one
child, George W .
His education was received in the Beaver
Creek school house. He followed farming until 1870, and then
made Xenia his home, following teaming for a while, until he became connected with the fire department. Enlisting in the army
at the first call for troops, he was discharged after nine months
service on account of disability. He is a member of the Odd-fellows and Knights of Pythias, and is ever ready to give a helping
hand wherever duty calls.
James A . Payne, grocer, Xenia, was born in Kanawha, Virginia,
in the year 1840. Is a son of Alexander and Agnes Payne, natives
of Virginia, where his father still resides, his mother having died
thirty-one years ago. James came to Ohio in the nineteenth year
of his age, and in 1868 was married to Mary F. Hughes, daughter
of Nelson and Rebecca Hughes, of Kentucky, by whom he has
had three sons, Charles X., Freddie C , and Louie, who died, October 24,1880. He was a soldier in the Union army, enlisting in the
year 1863, in Company I , F i f t h Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
and was mustered out the same year, on account of physical disabilitv. He saw some severe fighting, being engaged in the battles
of Scare Creek, Bull Run, Antietam, South Mountain, and many
more. He is a member of the Free American Lodge ot Masons,
Xo. 2, of Cincinnati, also of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, of this city. Received his education in Virginia, in the
common schools, and has spent the principal portion of his life in
this county. Is now engaged in the grocery business on Church
Street, in this city.
Rev. Baniel A . Payne, B . B., was born in Charleston, South
Carolina, i n the year 1811. Is the son of London and Martha
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Payne. Daniel .spent his youth in Charleston, as a carpenter and
teacher. Received a liberal education at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
"íe is a married man, but has no children, and is a man of extensive knowledge, all bis works and efforts being to do good and to
serve his Master. He is generous and kind-hearted toward the
poor and suffering, and is the founder of Wilberforce University,
an institution well known throughout the United States, and even
in the old country. He is constantly traveling all over the country,
doing good in whatever way the Master calls, l i e owns one of the
finest residences at Wilberforce, known as the evergreen cottage,
aud it well deserves the name. While the writer is penning these
lines the bishop is at Raleigh, North Carolina, and knowing the
good this man is doing, we feel like uniting, with the thousands of
his friends, in the prayer for his protection and a long, happy, and
prosperous life.
Silas D. Piper, grocer, Wilberforce, was born in Louisiana, in the
year 1857, and is the son of Philip and Nellie Piper, who were
both uatives of Louisiana, and immigrated to Cincinnati, where
they remained about two months, then removed to Wilberforce in
1859. They have a family of three daughters aud three sons, all
living: Adelia, Alexander E., Silas D., Philip J., Ella L., and Josephine. Silas D., the subject of our sketch, was married to Ella S.
Bass, daughter of John and Maria Bass, of North Carolina, in the
year 1879, but they have no children. Taught school in Harrisburg
County, Louisiana, in the fall of 187U, after which he returned to
Ohio, and located at Wilberforce, where his mother and family reside. He is now engaged in the grocery business, and by his honest aud fair dealing, and sociable and genial disposition, has gained
a good trade, and a great many warm friends. Received his education at Wilberforce University, where he has spent the principal
part of his life. Is a Republican in politics, and is always ready to
advance the interests of his country, and to aid in all worthy undertakings for the good of those around him.
K. B. Rader, carriage painter, Xenia, was born in this city, in the
year 1859. Is the son of Levi and Elizabeth Kader, both natives
of Ohio, who had a family of six children, John A., Emma I ) . ,
Jennie, Henry, Kimber, ami Clara. The latter, who was the second
child, died many years ago. The subject of our sketch is a carriage
painter by trade, but is now engaged with Mr. Sowards, in the sale
of musical instruments, at Xo. 18 South Detroit Street, and is much
33
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better fitted for his present position than a painter, having a fine
musical ear, with a talent for music which but few possess, and is a
man of genial disposition.
Drostus Saunders, grocer, Xenia, was born in Warren County,
Ohio, in the year 1851. Is the son of I i i rum and Sural) Saunders,
both natives of Virginia, wlio came to Ohio about the year 1811,
with a family of three sons and two daughters. Drostus, the subject of our sketch, was married to Rebecca J. Barnes, daughter of
John and Margaret Barnes, of Warren County. They had one
child, William Harrison, who died. September 17,1880, in the third
year of his age. By trade he is a carpenter, but is now engaged
in the grocery business, as clerk for E. Smith, on Detroit Street.
William S. Scarborough, professor of Latin aud Greek at W i l berforce, born in Macon, Georgia, in the year 1852, is a son of
Jeremiah and Frances Scarborough, both natives of that place.
The subject of our sketch came to Ohio, aud entered Oberlin College, in the year 1871, ánd graduated in the year 1875. Is now
professor of Latin and Greek at Wilberforce University. Received
the degree of Master of Arts in 1878, and is a member of the order
of Good Templers. Is also a member of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church at Wilberforce. Is now engaged in a work on
Greek, called the " Elementary Text Book," or the first lessons in
Greek, which is intended for new beginners. Was principal of the
Albany'Enterprise Academy; also taught at Cuthvert, Georgia, at
the Howard Normal School, as principal. Taught Latin aud Greek
under the American Missionary Society, and was principal of
Payne's Institute, at Coaxville, Abbeyville County, South Carolina.
Is a great favorite at Wilberforce University, and wherever known.
George A . Schardt, sewing machine agent, Xenia, was born in
Cincinnati, in the year 1857, and is a son of John and Barbara
Schardt, both natives of Germany, who immigrated to this country
about the year 1850. with a family of three sons and three daughters, George A., Lena, Bennie, Rettie, Joseph, and Katie. George
A., the eldest son, and the subject of our sketch, received his education in Baltimore, Maryland, and Ohio, and has spent the greater
portion of his life in this city, where he is now engaged in the sewing machine business, and by his untiring energy and genial disposition has worked up a trade second to none in the county. His
place of business is in G .orge W . Conners' drug store, corner of
Main aud Betroit streets.
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Thomas E. Scroggy, attorney-at-law, Xenia, was born iu Harrisburg, Warren County, Ohio, on the 18th day of March, 1843, and
is the son of John aud Sarah Scroggy, both natives of Xew Jersey,
who immigrated to Ohio about the year 1820, with a family of
seven children. His father's first wife died about the year 1830,
and iu 1835 he married Miss Lucy A . Smith,by whom he had eight
children, John B., Charity A., Margaret J., James W . , Thomas E.,
Elizabeth H , Lydia L . , and Catharine A . Thomas, the subject of
of our sketch, was married, January 18, 1866, to Mary S. Ledbetter, daughter of Robinson and Keziah Ledhetter, of this city, and
had one child by her, Earl Edmund, who died at the age of ten
months. Our subject enlisted in the three mouths' service, at the
opening of the war, in the Twelfth Regiment, Ohio Volunteers,
and re-enlisted for three years, in Company H , Thirty-Xinth Ohio
Volunteers. This regiment was organized at Camp Dennison, Ohio,
and left in July, 1861, for Camp Benton, at St. Louis, Missouri, and
from there went to Xew Mexico, Missouri, and thence to the relief
of Colonel Mulligan, at Lexington ; but when within six miles of
that place, they learned that the rebels had captured it, and being
surprised, retreated to Liberty, where they took boats, and went to
Kansas City, and from there to Springfield, under General Fremont,
following him until he reached Xew Madrid, where he had his first
engagement. A f t e r capturing the place, they went to Island Xo.
10, which they took, with over five thousand men, and all their
munitions of war; thence to Fort Pillow, Pittsburgh Landing, and
Corinth, and at its evacuation they were the first regiment to enter
the fort. A t Xicojack Creek he was shot through the right lung,
taking out forty-two pieces of bone. He has the ball which did
the work in his possession, and an open wound as large as a ball,
which, in all probability, he will carry to his grave, as a memento
of that bloody battle. A f t e r being wounded, he was sent to Xashville, Tennessee, and after laying there a month, his friends brought
him home. He was reported mortally wounded, but being a man
of uncommon nerve, he survived the sickness, and after going
through the many hard-fought battles with his regiment, received
an honorable discharge in A p r i l , 1865, and to-day is engaged in the
practice of law, in which, from the writer's knowledge and information, he stands at the head.
John M . Sellers, carpenter, Xenia, was born in the year 1824.
Is a son of Jacob S. and Susan Sellers, who were both born in
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Warren County, Ohio, and had a family of seven children, Henrietta, John M., Lucinda, Elizabeth, Cynthia, Newton, and Jane S.
John, the subject of this sketch, was married, iu 1846, to Miss Olive
Holcomb, by whom he had two children, both daughters; Millie,
the eldest, who died in her twenty-lirst year, and Clara, now living
with her parents. He enlisted in Company H , Ninety-Fourth Ohio
Volunteers, in 1862, aud had a taste of battle at Tates' Ford, Kentucky, and after many long and tedious marches, was discharged in
November, 1862. Received a common school education in Warren
County, Ohio, where he spent the principal portion of his life. Removed to this city in A p r i l , 1852, where he has since remained. A
portioft of the time he was engaged iu the grocery business, and
the balance of his life has been spent at his trade. By his faithfulness, and strict attention to business, he has gained a f u l l share of
patronage from the people of this county. He has been a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church for twenty-six years, and is today one of the influential men of the town.
Rev. James A . Shorter, bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Wilberforce, was born in Washington, B . C , in the
year 1817. Is the son of Charles aud Elizabeth Shorter, both natives of Maryland, who were blessed with a family of nine children,
five sons and four daughters. The father and mother both died in
Washington. James, the subject of our sketch, was married to his
first wife, Miss Julia Stewart, of Philadelphia, in the year 1839, and
by her had three children, James A., Emma A . , and Joseph B.
They all lived happily together for thirteen years, when the mother
was called to the better world, and in 1851 he was again united in
the holy bonds of wedlock to Miss Maria Carter, of Washington,
D. C , daughter of Amos and Julia Carter, of Montgomery County,
Maryland, by whom he has two children, Julia A . and Boberta B.,
both living. He has been a member of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church for forty-two years, and for over thirteen years
has filled the exalted office of bishop. Received his education at
Washington City, where his youth was spent. I n politics he is a
Republican, and is a staunch believer in the democratic doctrine
that the majority shall rule, and in free speech, free ballot, and a
free press, and is a zealous worker for the right in all things. By
his hard labor, and his firm and sturdy example, he has made every
one who knows him his friend. He lias a son, who is now one of
the professors at Wilberforce University, and a leader in his profes-
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sion. To visit them at their homes, one would think that nothing
more Avas needed to make their happiness complete. The old gentleman, with his frosted locks, and the young son following in his
footsteps, and probably soon to fill the vacant place, is encouragement enough to ease the mind when the summons shall come, and
Ave hear the words, " 'Tis enough ; come up higher."
Henry W. Shields, reporter of banks, Avas born in Lynchburg,
Virginia, in the year 1823. Alonzo and Celia Shields, his father
and mother, are lost to memory. Born and raised a slave, he was
the property of William Shields, who purchased him on the auction
block, and kept him for some six years. Just before the breaking
out of the rebellion, Mr. Shields willed Henry his freedom. In
1847 he Avas united in marriage to Miss Hannah Weaver, and by
her had one son and two daughters. One child died a natural
death, and the other two Avere drowned, with their mother. He
settled in Xenia, and after seA^en years AA'as married to Miss Amelia
Petway. Two sons and six daughters, Robert W., Mamie £.,
Anna R., William H., Stella E., Henrietta V., Luella F., and Laura
B., all living, are the fruits of this union. Anna A., and Minnie,
are dead, and haA'e gone to meet their friends where the trophies
of life are over.
Joseph P. Shorter, professor of mathematics, Xenia, was born in
Washington, D. C, in 1845, and is a son of bishop James A. and
Julia Shorter—his father a native of Virginia, and his mother of
Washington, B. C. His youth Avas passed principally at Wilberforce, where he received the greater part of his education. In
1878 he Avas married to Miss Susie I . Lankford, of Richmond,
Indiana, and the result of their marriage Avas one child, a daughter. XOAV professor of mathematics at Wilberforce University, and
member of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, he is highly
regarded by all friends and acquaintances. His father, James, has
been a bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church for some
sixteen years, and now resides near the college grounds.
David W. Shoemaker, solicitor, Xenia, born in that city on the
19th day of June, 1844, is a son of Isaac and Lucinda Shoemaker,
AA'ho immigrated to Ohio about the year 1810, with a family of five
sons and two daughters. David Avas educated in his native city,
Avhere his youth Avas passed. . During the war he belonged to an
independent military company, which Avas consolidated with others,
forming the Sixtieth Regiment Ohio Xational Guard. Tiey AA-ere
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called out in the spring of 1864, and served some four months,
participating in several engagements. On the 23d of August, 1865,
he was married to Miss Abigail Gorham, daughter of David and
Lucinda Gorham, of this county. They have been blessed with
four children. Their first, Harry A., is living ; the second, Albert,
died when only five weeks old: and George F. and Lucinda, twins,
died when eight months old. Mr. Shoemaker's father was a Democrat, and died when our subject was only thirteen years old. The
children were all Republicans until after the war, when one of
them became a Democrat. They were all in the army. John F .
was captured at the battle of Pittsburg Landing, and was held a
prisoner for three months. John F. and George W . have died
since the war. Our subject has always been a true and outspoken
Republican, and is ready and willing at all times, in peace or war,
to be found in the front rank.
John F. Shaffer, clergyman, Xenia, was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, March 28, 1837, and is a son of John and Sarah Shaffer,
both of this state, and both pious people. W i t h their family they
moved some fourteen years ago to Jasper County, Missouri, where
they still remain, with the exception of the father, who died about
five years ago. John, the subject of this sketch, when but a boy
was put into a woolen null, with the intention of becoming its
foreman, but before he was engaged quite a year he became disgusted with the place on account of the malaria, and left it.
While there, however, he taught school, and hungering for more
knowledge, his friend, Thomas Davis, persuaded his father to send
him to a better place, where he could more thoroughly complete
his education. He was consequently sent to Wittenberg College,
at Springfield, this state, in June, 1854, being then in his seventeenth year. Remaining there one year, in the fall he commenced
teaching a country school, in which he was very successful. Teaching until he was nineteen years of age, he returned to college, and
remained until he graduated, June, I860, and then returned home.
After much persuasion by the school board, he concluded again to
teach the home school. While engaged at this, he commenced the
study of theology under private instruction. A f t e r this he returned to the theological seminary, where he finished his studies, and
received license to preach the gospel. I n the fall of 1861 he received a call from Xenia charge, which embraced two congregations—one in Xenia and one on Beaver Creek—called M t . Zion.
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He accepted the call, and August 28, 1861, preached his first
sermon in Xenia. Good congregations have been built up at both
charges, and the best of harmony prevails. Has been a member
of the board of examiners of this county for thirteen years; a
member of the board of examiners of city teachers for nine years,
and has recently been appointed for three years more; and has
been a member of the city school board for nine years, having
been elected last spring for three years more. Was not in the
army, but spent many days at Camp Dennison in helping the men,
and wrote many hundred letters home for the boys. September
18, 1862, was married to Miss Eliza J. Puterbaugh, daughter of
Samuel Puterbaugh, one of Xenia's oldest merchants and pioneers.
The result of this marriage was five children : Sallie M., Franklin
X., Walter S., Augusta V . , and John S. March 2, 1873, his wife
died, and on the 8th of October, 1874, M r . Shaffer was married to
Miss Ella Barnes, daughter of Henry Barnes, an old citizen, at one
time sheriff, and subsequently treasurer of this county. Mrs. Shaffer is now president of the Women's Home and Foreign Missionary
Society of the Miami Synod, and also president of the Women's
Home and Foreign Missionary Society of the General Synod of
the United States.
Charles C. Shearer, attorney-at-law, was born in Xenia, October
8, 1840, and is the eldest son of John and Mary E. Shearer. He
was educated in Xenia High School and local academies, and passed his youth at these places until he was seventeen, when he engaged in various avocations. I n 1862 he enlisted in Company- D,
One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and went into
camp at Piqua, Ohio. The post surgeon sent him home as unfit
for service, and he was afterwards discharged by the adjutant
general of the state. I n 1864 he began the study of law, and was
admitted to the bar in 1866. I n 1872 be formed a partnership
with Hon. John Little, which connection still exists. I n 1869 he
was elected city clerk, and held the office four years. I n 1872 he
was elected prosecuting attorney of the county, and was re-elected
in 1874, holding the office two terms. Has been United States
Commissioner siuce July, 1871. Is a member of Warren Lodge
Xo. 410, Free and Accepted Masons, of which he was master durth'e years 1875 and 1876, and then declined a re-election ; of Xenia
Chapter No. 36, B. A . M . ; Reese Council Xo. 53, R. S. M . ; and
Reed Commander} No. 6, of Dayton. Ohio. Has always been a
-
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Republican. January 3, 1867. be was married to Miss M . B . Bunlap, of Utica, Ohio, who died February 25, 1869, without issue.
In February, 1872, he was married to Emma J. Powers, eldest
daughter of J. W . Weakley, D. B., by whom he has one daughter,
Helen, born June 5, 1873, and one son, Frank, born June 10, 1875.
His office is on Greene Street, and he is doing a very prosperous
business.
Lewis Sides, carriage maker, was born in North Carolina, in the
year 1818. Mrs. Patsey Page, a white lady, raised him from the
time he*was three weeks old until he was in his eighth year, when
he was. bound out to a farmer until he became of age. Remaining
here until he was eighteen, through the persuasion of his mother
he was allowed to go to a trade. The farmer was to give him a
horse, saddle, bridle, nine months schooling, fifty dollars, and a
free suit. He only received six months schooling, at odd times,
when there was nothing to do, and in going to his trade forfeited
all the rest. Samuel Kessler aud George W . Spears were his employers, and they were to give him a set of bench-tools, a suit of
clothes, and fifty dollars in money. From February 8, 1835, to
February 8, 1838, was thus occupied. Court being in session at
that time, he was taken before it and received his papers of release; but his employers being bankrupt he received nothing from
them. When he was at liberty he took the only five dollars he had
and went to a lawyer, who procured his free papers by getting
parties to certify that he was free-born. After working for one
year, at two dollars a day, he was married to Miss Martha Holder,
by whom he had three sons and eight daughters : Mary L . , Martini
E., Martha J., Louisa, John W., Richard, Julia C , and Charles H ,
living, and three dead. Educated in North Carolina, he passed the
principal portion of his youth there. A t twenty-two he went to
Lincoln, North Carolina, and thence to South Carolina, where he
worked at his trade some two months. One Sunday morning he
was assaulted by a lot of roughs, because he was a free man, and
chased out of the county. He then went home, and shortly afterward came North, arriving in Cincinnati February 8, 1846, and
endeavored to get work as a stone mason, but failed on account of
his color. After this he followed painting for a while, until he
finally got work at his trade, at which he remained for eleven
years—working five years for one man. For ten years he lived in
the country, and selling out he located in Xenia, where he has been
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living for some fourteen years. By his honesty and fair dealing
he has accumulated a good trade, and made many warm friends.
Joseph A . Simons, coal and lime dealer, was horn in the state of
New Y o r k , where he was married to Miss A . J . Gillett, of the same
state. I n 1854 he came to Ohio, and settled in Cortsville, Clarke
County, and engaged in the corn planter business. After a time
lie moved to Cedarville, and engaged in the coal and lime business.
From there he went to Michigan, but remained only a short time,
and returned to Cedarville, whence he removed to Xenia, where he
has remained ever since, engaged in the same business. He has a
family of three sons and four daughters. The oldest son is married, and is a lieutenant in the United States Navy. M r . Simons
is a member of the Odd-fellows, aud has passed all the chairs of
both the lodge and encampment ; has also taken the degrees in
the grand encampment. Is also a member of the First Baptist
Church.
Bev. Alexander Smith was born in Harrison County, Ohio, i n
the'year 1845. Is a son of John and Mary Smith. His father was
a native of Virginia, and his mother of Xorth Carolina. The former came to Ohio when he was but six years old, and the latter in
her seventh year. A f t e r maturity they were married, and had a
family of thirteen children, six daughters and seven sons. Alexander, the subject of our remarks, was married, in the year 1874,
to Mary E. Morgan, daughter of "William and Nancy A n n Morgan,
of Springfield, Ohio. They have no children. He is a member of
the Masonic order, Bavid Temple Lodge No. 15, and has filled the
office of senior warden for some time. Received his education at
different schools, but finished at Wilberforce University. Spent
his youth in Harrison County, and now has charge of a congregation at the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Yellow Springs,
Ohio. A congenial, attractive man, he shows from his fruits that
he practices what he preaches.
Rev. Jesse H . Smith, Yellow Springs, was born in Harrison
County, Kentucky, in the year 1845. Is the son of Simpson and
SaHie Smith ; his father a native of Virginia, and his mother of
Kentucky. They were married about the year 1838, and had a
family of twelve children, eight sons and four daughters. The subject of our sketch was married, in the year 1868, to Martha J. Harris, daughter of Starlen and Martha Harris, of South Carolina, and
have a family of three daughters, Jessie A., Josephine C , and
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Anna M . , all living-. He is a member of AVilberforce Lodge No.
21, F . & A . M., and also a member of Lodge No. 1823, I . 0. 0. F.,
having filled all the chairs in the latter. Received his education at
Yellow Springs, and at AVilberforce University; has taught school
in this county, where he has spent the principal portion of his life ;
has gained many friends, and has unbounded success in all his undertakings. Is a staunch Republican, and always stands ready,
with open hand, to assist in any good cause.
Martin Snyder, superintendent county infirmary farm, Xenia, was
born in Montgomery County, Ohio, in the year 1847, and is a son
of E l i .and Ellen Snyder, both natives of Virginia, who came to
Ohio about the year 1830, with a family of eight children, four sons
and four daughters. The subject of our remarks has spent the
principal portion of his life in Miami County, Ohio, leaving there
about fifteen j-ears ago, and has been doing for himself many years.
Is a self-made man, single, and has the experience of many years'
farming, and is a model for many much older in the business than
himself, as the farm at the county infirmary will show.
Alfred Soward, dealer in books and stationery, Xenia, was born
near Bellbrook. His parents are natives of Ohio, and his grandparents of Pennsylvania. Our subject received his education in
this county, where his youth was also spent on a farm. He is a
member of the Presbyterian Church, and also a member of the
Knights of Pythias. He was married to Aliss Cunningham, and
by her has a family of twelve children. Is now engaged in the
music business in this city, and has a branch store at AVilmington^
Ohio, and also one at AYashington Court House, and is doing a
business of over one hundred thousand dollars per year. Aír.
Soward is a very pleasant gentleman, always ready to greet his
many customers with a hearty welcome, and this, in connection
with his square dealing, and promptness in his business, is the secret
of his enormous trade and many friends.
Bavid E. Spahr, physician, Xew Jasper, this county, was born in
the above place in the year 1852, and is a son of Gideon and Elizabeth Spahr; his father a native of Virginia, and his mother of
Ohio, both having spent the last fifty years in this state, with a family of twelve children, five daughters and seven'sous. The subject
of our sketch was married, December 3,1872, to Emma Highwood,
daughter of William and Caroline Highwood, of A'an Wert, Ohio,
and has a family of oue son and three daughters, Lillie AL, James
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H., Gertrude G, and Jessie. Received Iiis education at Van "Wert,
Ohio, and graduated at the Fort Wayne Medical College, in the
allopathic school of practice, and has spent the principal portion of
his life in this county. Is now residing at Xew Jasper, where, by
his inveterate study and hard work, he has gained a reputation aud
respect that few of his age have been able to control.
John B . Spencer, proprietor Burnett House, Xenia, was born in
this county, December 22, 1845, and is the son of George W . and
Mary A. (Faulkner) Spencer. His father, a native of U/tica, Xew
York, was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and devoted his life to the elevation of Christianity. A t the age of fortytive he removed to this county, continuing in the service of the
Master, and closed his earthly career in 1850, while on a visit to
friends in Utica, dying triumphantly. Our subject received a liberal education at the Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio. A t
the age of twenty, he engaged in the mercantile business, at Lamberton, Ohio, continuing for a period of three years. A t twentyone, he married Hannah Hackney, daughter of Joseph and Deborah Hackney, of Wilmington, Ohio. Three children are the fruits
of this marriage, Debbie L . , George W., and Harry E., all living,
and all have amiable dispositions. During the late unpleasantness
he was a sergeant in the One Hundred and Fifty-Fourth Regiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was subsequently engaged in traveling, disposing of notions at auction. Abandoning this, 1 . acted in
the capacity of traveling salesman, being employed by the wellknown firm of Foos & Co., of Springfield, for four years, until February, 1880, when he assumed control of the Burnett House, in
this city.
Smith A . Stowe, farmer, was born in this county, in the year
1835*. Is the son of Joseph and Mary Stowe, who came to Ohio in
the year 1827, with a family of two daughters and one son. Our
subject was married, in the year 1867, to Maria S. Hook, daughter
of Lewis Hook, whose mother was a Lloyd, one of the old settlers
of this county. Received his education at the old Union Seminary,
•iear where he now lives. He and his wife both belong to the
Methodist Episcopal Church, he being one of the trustees and leading members, and is also one of the successful farmers of the
county. During the war his wife was connected with the Christian
commission of workers, who so promptly and effectnall v soothed
the cares and anxieties of the sick and wounded soldii rs on the
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field of battle, and is a woman of nerve and energy, equalled by
few of her sex. M r . Stowe was a member of the Seventy-Fourth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving three years, and about half of the
time was in charge of a supply train, a very responsible position to
fill, and in "December, before the close, received his discharge.
Mrs. Stowe, the mother, settled on Ca?sur's Creek in early life, and
remained until her family grew up. John L., her brother, became
a very popular and prominent minister of the gospel, and a member of the Methodist Book Concern of Cincinnati, and was also
presiding elder for some years, and postmaster at Thorntown, I n diana. Her brother Matthew was elected to the Indiana Legislature for two terms, and her brother Benjamin F., in Delaware
County, has held several offices of importance, and is now county
commissioner. She had six sisters, also, all of whom married
prominent professional men, except Louisa, who remained single
until her death. M r . Stowe is now living about two miles south of
Xenia, on one of the finest farms in the county, which speaks for
itself of the enterprise of its owner.
S. S. Street, dentist, Xenia, was born in Xew Burlington, Clinton
County, Ohio. His father and mother were born in Lumberton,
Pennsylvania, and immigrated to Ohio about the year 1835. Our
subject received a common school education in Ohio, and commenced the study of dentistry in the fall of 1877, graduating at
the Ohio College of Dentistry and Surgery in the spring of 1880,
and immediately commenced practicing in this city, and has a very
fine and rapidly increasing business. Is a single man, and stands
second to none in his profession.
Francis A. Stewart, musician, Xenia, born in the State of Virginia, in the year 1854, and only son of "William E. and Elvira E.
Stewart; received a common school education in this city, and spent
his youth in Pickaway, Hardin, and Greene counties, making carriages and going to school. Left his birthplace in 1857, and came
to Ohio, remaining until 1873, when he connected himself with a
concert troupe, known as the Tennesseeans (now known as Donoven's Tennesseeans, who were engaged in giving concerts, the proceeds of which were for the erection of a new college building at
Xashville, Tennessee, for the education of the colored race in the
South), and is now tenor singer for the company. Is a Republican
iu politics, and by his steady habits and economy has amassed a
sufficient sum to be the owner of a fine two-story dwelling on Main
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Street in this city. Is also a member of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, and for a single man he is nicely ñxed for the
future.
J. B . Stine, editor and business manager of the Xenia Torchlight,
was born near that city in June, 1833. Received a common school
education until seventeen years of age; became a student of Miami
Academy, in Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1853, and attended A n tioch in 1851—'55; was superintendent of public schools of Jamestown, in 1855-'56, and principal of the German school department
of the public schools of this city, in 1856- 57. Graduated in the
scientific department of the Ohio Wesleyan University in 1859, and
was superintendent of the public schools of London, Ohio, from
1859 to 1864. Married Miss Jennie . A . Evans, of Delaware, Ohio,
in 1860, and was a member of the board of school examiners of
Madison County for eleven years; clerk of the Ohio House of Representatives from 1874 to 1876; editor and proprietor of the Madison County Union from 1863 to 1870, since which time he has been
connected with the Torchlight, as above mentioned, a paper having
as large, i f not a larger, circulation than any paper in the county.
L. A . F. Summers, engineer, Xenia, was born July 22, 1832, on
the Great Kanawha River, near Red House shoals, in Mason County, Virginia, and is a son of Lewis, one of ten children, five sons
and five daughters, of Francis aud Sarah Summers. But little is
known of their ancestry. Lewis died August 24, 1833, in his
twenty-fourth year. Three years before his death he was married
to Samautha Webster, a native of Xew Y o r k , born September 2,
1805, and daughter of Augustine and Mary (Tyler) Webster, both
natives of Connecticut. They immigrated to Ohip in 1810, and
located in Meigs County, on the Ohio River. A f t e r remaining
there a short time, they moved to near Chester, in the same county,
where they raised a family of seven sons and five daughters.
When two years of age, the subject of this sketch came with his
widowed mother to Meigs County, this state ; thence to Athens
County; and from there to Washington County, near Plymouth.
He received a common school education at Savannah, and afterwards attended Coolville Seminary, and Belaware College. A t the
age of eighteen he began teaching during the winter, and in the
summer worked on the farm. I n the fall of 1853 he moved to
Bellbrook, this county, and devoted his entire time to teaching.
Iu 1855 he was married to Miss Eleanor J., second daughter of
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Henry and Elizabeth (Lawrence) Mills. Seven children were born
unto them. Two boys (twins) died when but a few days old ; the
others, three sons and two daughters, are living. Mr. Summers
continued his teaching for ten years ; was a strict disciplinarian, and
was accounted a thorough educator. Many of our eminent business men credit him with giving them their first start. I n the tall
of 1863 rinding that teaching brought too small an income tor a
crowing f a m i l ^ he attended the Dayton Commercial College until
he secured a situation as book-keeper. Remaining there about six
years, be left Dayton, and settled on a farm near Bellbrook. Financially, his tanning was a failure; and at the end of ten years
he relinquished i t / and resumed book-keeping. He has succeeded in raising a family who are entirely free from all the vices
of the world—not even using tobacco,—all of whom bid fair to
fill any position of trust in the community, creditably to themselves
and their employers. During the war he was drafted, but was discharged on account of physical disability. In politics he is an
unswerving Republican, yet always ready to oppose dishonesty,
wire-working, or any unfair means of electing a candidate. He is
at all times a strong advocate of temperance, and all measures for
its promotion. Since 1851 he has been a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and is ever ready to espouse the cause of the
oppressed against the oppressor, justice against injustice, morality
against immorality, and right against wrong.
°Oscar Summers, engineer, wasborn in this county, July 10, 1856,
and is a son of Henry and Matilda Summers, who raised a family
of five children, all living, but one. His father was a native of
South Carolina, and his mother of this county. Oscar, the subject
of our sketch, was married August, 1876, to Miss Fannie Sterling.
They have a family of two sons, Earl and Albert. The principal
part of his life has been passed in Xenia, where he received his
education. He is now employed as engineer at the Greene County
Infirmary—a position for which he is admirably adapted. M r .
Summers has made hosts of friends by his promptness and sterling
qualities.
.
George W . Thomas, carpenter, Xenia, was born m Berkeley
County? Virginia, in the year 1821, and is a son of Archibald and
Catharine Thomas. His father was a native of Wales, and his
mother of Germany. They immigrated to America about the year
1800, with a family of thirteen children. George W . was married,
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September 5, 1844, to Aliss Elizabeth Gaskill, daughter of Hudson
and Mary Gaskill, of New York. During the war he was one of
the "squirrel hunters," who drove Morgan from Ohio soil in 1864.
Received his education in this county, and is now extensively engaged iu carpentering. Being an active, jovial man, and having
* traveled for some thirty years, has many friends and acquaintances.
Alfred Trader, cashier First National Bank, Xenia, was born in
this county in 1810. A limited common school education was all
that was bestowed upon him. I n 1834 he was married to Miss
Lucinda Bobbins, and has a family of four sons aud one daughter.
He was engaged iu the mercantile business with his father for a
number of years. I n 1839 he was elected county treasurer, and
continued in that position for twelve years. A t the end of that
time he was elected cashier of the Xenia Branch Bank, and continued in that capacity after i t was merged into the First Xational
Bank of Xenia. I n 1871 he was succeeded by another party, and
in 1878 was again elected to the position, which he continues to
occupy at the present time. He is a self-made man, and eompe-j
tent to fill any business position.
George Watson, farmer, Xenia, was born in Virginia, in the year
1816, and is a son of Francis and Martha Watson—both Virginians
—who immigrated to Ohio in 1818, with a family of three sons and
six daughters. George, the youngest, was married in 1840 to Miss
Cynthia A . McDaniel, who bore him one son. His wife died in
A p r i l , 1841. Mr. Watson was again married, the lady being Miss
Margaret Richarsou, by whom he has four children : James AV.,
John F., AVilliam H . , Sarah E., Robert L . , and Thomas R., all living. Aír. Watson received a common school education in this
county. His son, James, served over three years in the Union
army, in the Thirty-Fourth Ohio Regiment. AVilliam was in the
one hundred days service, and his son John enlisted, but was sent
back from Camp Dennison. A l l were honorably discharged. Air.
AVatson aud his sons are among the most energetic farmers in the
county.
George AYatt, physician and dentist, Xenia, was born in this
county in the year 1820, and is a son of Hugh and Isabella Watt ;
his father a native of Belfast, Ireland, and his mother of Pennsylvania. The former immigrated to Ohio in 1790, and was the youngest brother of the famous Scotch chemist, James Watt, of Glasgow,
Scotland, who was the discoverer of the composition of water, for
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which the University of Glasgow awarded him a medal, which his
nephew George, the subject of our sketch, now has in his possession. His father had a family of six sons and three daughters,
Mary, John, Hugh, Jane, Thomas, Nancy, Andrew, James M., and
George, our subject, who was married, in the year 1845, to Miss
Sarah J. MeConnell, of this city. Having no children, they adopted a daughter, now Mrs. "William H . Sillito, of this city. Mr. "Watt
was surgeon of the Une Hundred aud Fifty-Fourth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry from May 2,1864, to September 4, 1864, and was compelled to resign on account of physical disability. Held a professorship in the Ohio College of Dental Surgery, in Cincinnati, for
twenty, years, and also edited the Dental Register for fifteen years.
Received his professional education at the Medical College, and
Ohio College of Dental Surgery, at Cincinnati. Is also the author
of Watt's Chemical Essays, published in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1867, and also author of the one-hundred-dollar prize
essay of the Mississippi Valley Association of Dentists, besides
many other articles of note. He was twice elected professor of
chemistry of two different colleges in New Y o r k city, but was compelled to refuse all on account of ill-health. He and his wife are
members of the United Presbyterian Church, and has held the position of elder for many years. W i t h the exception of about five
years, bis life has been spent in Ohio, where he is extensively
known.
David B Watt, farmer, was born in this county, in the year 1855,
and is a son of William and Sarah G. "Watt, both natives of Scotland. His father immigrated to this country in 1833, and his
mother in 1837. They had a family of ten children, all of whom
are now living but three daughters. Bavid, the subject of our
sketch, was married September 2, 1880, to Miss Anna Fleming
daughter of J. B. Fleming, of Xenia. He received his education
in this county, where his life has been passed. Mr. Watt and his
wife are members of the First Fresbyterian Church, of Xenia.
They own a farm oí one hundred and fifty-five acres, one and a
half miles east of the city, and it is a model for those who seek to
find only that which is best.
Samuel M . Wead, farmer, Xenia, was born in this county, March
2, 1856, and is a sou of Joseph and Martha A . Wead; his father a
native of Ohio, and his mother of Virginia, who had a family of
twelve children, three of whom are dead, Mary, Xarcissus, and Ba-
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vid. The living are James A., AVilliam 8., Alice L., Samuel M.,
Jennie I . , Mattie A., Amanda. Joseph S., and George W . Samuel
M., the subject of our sketch is a single man, and is living with
his father, who was born near Dayton, Ohio, and has lived in this
county i.early fifty years.
Paul Weiss, insurance agent, Xenia, horn in Weissbach, Rhein
Phalz, a province of Bavaria, is a son of Jacob and Maria Weiss,
natives of Germany. His mother died when he was an infant, and
his father after he left his home for the new country. The subject
of our sketch came to this country in February, 1866, and has made
his home iu this city ever since. I n 1871 he was married to Minnie J. Schury, of this city, daughter of I I . G. and Charlotta Schury.
They have three children, Emma Ë., Edgar I I . , and Paul, all living.
He has been for years a leading member of the Improved Order of
Red Men, and now a grand officer: also a member of the Oddfellows. Is now engaged in the insurance and real estate business,
and represents some of the European steamship lines, and a general European business, such as sending and collecting moneys,
and issuing letters of credit to all parts of Europe. Is one of our
liveliest business men, and has handled in his business, within the
last six months, between sixty and one hundred thousand dollars
in foreign moneys, and about sixty thousand dollars' wort ,, of
property, not including his other transactions. ITe has made himself among the first and most respected in his line of business in
the county. Is a man who has never had the advantage of an English education, and while he recognizes this as the greatest nation
on earth, he still clings to his original language, and prides himself
on being a German, and a citizen of this great country.
1

Prof. Charles A . White, Xenia. was born in Xew Vienna. Ohio,
in the year 186U. Is a son of Stephen D. and Fannie F. While.
Received his education at Washington Court House, aud spent
the principal portion of his lite there. He teaches organ and piano
music; has been engaged in teaching about four years, and has
been very successful. Is a member of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, and in politics is a Republican.
David M . Wright, farmer, was horn March 3, 1852. Is a sou of
Merritt and Marv B . Wright. His father was a native of Virginia,
and his mother of this county. His father came to Ohio about the
year 1837, and has a family of eight children living. David, the
subject of our sketch, was married, October 7, 1879, to Lura M.
J4
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Tiffany, daughter of the lute Thomas Tiffany, one of Xenia's old
settlers. Both himself and wife are very zealous members of the
Second Presbyterian Church of Xenia. Received a common school
education in this county, where lie lias spent his life. His father
died while he was quite young, and he w as put w ith Stephen Ledbetter to be raised, who was a cousin of his father, and judging
from the looks of things, he has been well paid for his trouble in
raising h i m ; for he has certainly a model farm, and it tells what
kind of a man is at its head. I n politics he is a staunch Republican, and a great reader, and for a man of his age, is well posted
on most of the important topics of the day.
John F. Wright, retired farmer, Xenia; born in South Carolina,
in the year 1818; son of Andrew and Rachel R. Wright, natives
of South Carolina, wdio immigrated to Ohio in the year 1832, with
a family of eight children, three sons and five daughters: Mary E.,
Jane D., William F., John F., Sarah A., Margaret L., Rachel, and
Andrew E. Our subject, John F., was married, in the year 1842,
to Miss Eliza A n n Jackson, daughter of David and Anna Jackson,
of Cedarville, Ohio. He had one child by his first wife, Andrew
J., who died in 1848. I n the year 1852, he married Miss Rebecca
Van Eaton, daughter of John and Sarah Van Eaton, of Xenia,
and by her had three children, one son and two daughters : George
L., Sarah E., and Mary. Their son died in 1870, leaving them
their two daughters. M r . W r i g h t received his early education in
South Carolina, and spent his wild boyhood days there, as one of
many of his boyhood adventures, on an old gray horse, will show.
A t the age of ten, his father sent him on an errand, on tin: old
horse, and wishing to make a quick trip, he put on a pair of spurs.
Planting them iu the sides of the old gray, he had his desired wish,
for off he went at full speed ; and a hunter seeing him coming,
mistook him for a deer, and came very near shooting him. Put
the old horse kept on, and landed him, luckily, at the very house
to wdiich he was going, and he was well enough satisfied not to repeat the operation in returning home. Both his wife and himself
are now members of the United Presbyterian Church. He is on
the shady side of life, but is a man of uncommon energy aud activity ; is of a genial disposition, and well beloved by all who know
him. He is on the retired list of farmers, and in his old age has
plenty of this world's goqds to ease his journey the remaining days
of his pilgrimage.

XENIA TOWNSHIP.

535

James E. Wright, engineer in fire department, was born in Xenia,
on the 13th day of February, 1846, and is a son of William and
Ursula Wright. His father was a native of Washington County,
Maryland, and his mother of Xenia. Our subject is the only one
living out of a family of five children. Received his education in
Xenia, where his youth was spent. At, the age of eighteen he left
school, and entered the army, and after receiving an honorable discharge, engaged in railroading through the states of Ohio, Indiana,
and Kentucky, which he followed a number of years. A f t e r beconiine: tired of the railroad business, he entered the Xenia Fire
Department, as engineer, where he still remains. This is acknowledged to be one of the best trained fire departments in Ohio, a full
notice of which is given in another part of this w.ork, and a man
can feel proud to belong to it. He was also in the one hundred
day service, and is a member of Shawnee Encampment Xo. 20, and
Lodge Xo. 52, I . O. O. F. He was married in Dayton, Ohio, in
January, 1879, to Miss Carrie E. Drake, daughter of John aud
Kate Drake, of Janesville, Ohio. They have one child, Maine D.,
born October 20, 1879.
John B. Wright, farmer, was born in South Carolina, in the year
1808, and is a son of William and Nancy Wright, both natives of
that state, who immigrated to Ohio in the year 1830, with a family
of eight children, four sons and four daughters. John B., the subject of our sketch, was married, in 1835, to Miss Sidney Simpson,
daughter of William and Mary Simpson, of Xenia. Their family
consisted of three children, William, Mary, and Samuel, all of
whom have been called to their final home, l i e and his wife are
members of the Third Presbyterian Church of Xenia, Beceived
his education in South Carolina, and has spent most of his life in
this county, having lived here fifty-one years. Speaking of the
past, he remarked that the year 1812 was the hardest time ever
known i n his history, many families begging to work for their
board and clothes. I n that year, also, was seen the largest and
plainest comet ever known, which caused much alarm, many thinking the day of judgment had come.
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ing in the hall built by the town council, for which they have procured a lease for a term of five years. S. L . Walker is the oldest,
and Albert Barr the youngest member of his lodge.
SOLDIERS.

During the War of 1812 quite a number of the pioneers of this
locality laid by the ax and left the plows standing in the furrow,
and went forth to battle for their homes and firesides. Judge
Samuel Kyle, the Townsleys, McMillens, McFarlands, Reids, and
many others might be named, who fought bravely for their country during the war. And in later years, when the clanking from
the chains of many thousand slaves was wafted northward, the
noise of the coming tempest was heard here, and many stout hearts
and strong bodies turned from Cedarville Township, and joined the
boys in blue who went to fight for freedom in freedom's holy land.
Among those who went to fight from this township were : John
Anderson, Michael Agen, Andrew J. Bays, Joseph Berger, John
H . Biekett, John B . Crooks, Michael Conroy. James H . Evans, B .
J. Fuvnier, Charles Howard, Adam Jordan, William Kitchens,
Theodore Klingsohr, John J. Langden, W . H . Liter, Michael McHugh, Thomas H . McClellan, Alfred Quails, John Sail, Albert J.
Sprinkle, Moses B . Stout, Fred. Strasbaugh, Andrew Troup, James
A Turner, William B. Turner, Thomas Underhill, Carey A . W y koff, Joseph Welsh, Joseph L . Wiley, Baniel Wilson, Francis S.
Waring, Budolph Carper, Thomas Mitchell, and Creed T. Price.
Some of these returned safe home; some lie buried on southern
battle-fields, in unknown graves; others were maimed for l i f e ; but
the cause for which they battled was won, and a halo of glory
sheds a lustre around their names that time can never dim.
BIOGRAPHICAL.

Stephen C. Beal, deceased, Cedarville, son of George and Rachel
(Briscol) Beal, was born in Greene County, August 1, 1827.
He
married, August 28, 1852, Miss Amanda .1. Smith, daughter of
Jacob and Elizabeth (Kimble) Smith, who were natives of Virginia, and ranked among the early pioneers of this county. Stephen was the father of four children, all living: Rosetta J., George
B., Etta L . , and Charles M . He was a member of t h i Methodist
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Episcopal Church, respected by all, and" among the prominent
business men of this part of the county. Departed this life, A p r i l
13, 1877.
George W . Brown, farmer, Cedarville, was born in Louden
County, Va., February 13,1804, son of Jacob and Judith (Walters)
Brown. George immigrated to this county with his parents at the
age of thirty-one years. His father located two thousand acres of
land in the woods, where George and his parents lived under one
roof for fifty-five years—an occurrence which is seldom known.
They lived and toiled together, cutting away the dense forests, and
making themselves a farm. Our subject was married, Bccember 15,
1849, to Miss Eliza McCroy, the daughter of James aud Elizabeth
McCroy, who were also natives of Virginia. George is a member
of the Friends' society, a stalwart Republican, ahd cast his vote for
James A . Garfield.
William H . Bull, farmer, son of James and Anna (Gowdy) Bull,
who were born in Pennsylvania, about 1776, was born in Cedarville
Township, November 14, 1805. James departed this life at the age
of ninety-two years, and Anna at sixty-two years. William spent
the early part of his life at home with his parents ; when he reached
the age of twenty-five, he hired toworkon a farm at $8.00 per month.
Was married Becember 22, 1836, to Abby R. Kyle, daughter of
Joseph and Jane (Gowdy) Kyle. Six children have been born to
them. Four of their sons took part in the late war. James Kyle
was a member of the Thirty-Fourth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer I n fantry. Serving four years, following his regiment through several
hotly contested engagements, was incarcerated for some time in
Libby Prison. John Gowdy served as a soldier two years, W . H .
Gowdy one year, and Joseph K . Gowdy three months.
William
and his family are members of the United Presbyterian Church
—Massie's Creek congregation.
J. P. Caldwell, druggist, was born in Cedarville Townshipin 1836,
and is a son of James and Elizabeth (McMillan) Caldwell, who were
born in South Carolina, and with their parents came to Ohio in an
early day. M r . Caldwell located on the eastern side of the township. To them two children were born : Joseph P., and Bavid R.
The husband and father died at the age of forty-two or forty-three ;
the mother survived her husband, and died at the age of sixty-three
years. They were members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church.
They left their native state on account of slavery, and came to Ohio
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that they might escape its degrading influence. Our subject was
reared on the farm, and at his father's death, was taken by his
grandfather, David McMillan, with whom he lived till twenty-four
years old. He then began life for himself, and engaged in farming,
which he followed till 1873, when he carne to Cedarville, and embarked in the drug business in which he is yet engaged. I n 1860,
he was married to Susan McQuillen, who presented him with three
children: Elizabeth, James, and Mary. Mrs. Caldwell died in the
bloom of womanhood, A p r i l 7, 1876, aged thirty-nine years. I n
the township he has been assessor, and in the village, member of
the council tor five years. His brother was a member of Colonel
Stephenson's regiment of one hundred day men. .
H . D. Cline, postmaster, was born December 20,1831, in Berkeley
County, Virginia, aud is the son of Hiram and Annie Cline, who
came to this place with their parents when this was a new country,
and erected a log cabin on the ground where the United Bresbyterian Church now stands. The subject of this sketch spent his
youth at home, receiving the rudiments of education in the common district schools. On the 19th of A p r i l , 1861, he was the first to
enlist in the Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, following his regiment through six general engagements, with credit to himself and
his country. Was mustered out of the service the fifth of August,
1863, on account of disability. Was appointed postmaster in 1869,
which he has held to the satisfaction of the people until the present
time. Has also been mayor of this town for two years, councilman
three years, and a member of the school board ; is recognized as
one of the public spirited men of his village. I n 1863, he was married to Anna C. Bowers, by which marriage two children are now
living: Annonce A . , and Carrie E. The deceased are : John W.,
Josephine, Frank C , and Effie C. M r . and Mrs. Cline are members of the Methodist Church.
James S. McCollum, farmer, born in Butler County, Ohio, A u gust, 1832, was raised a farmer, and received the rudiments of his
education in the common district schools.
Was a member of the
One Hundred and Fifty-Sixth Regiment, Ohio National Guards,
stationed near Cumberland, where he remained as a soldier four
months. Was married, January 1, 1868, to Miss Priseilla Elliott.
She departed this life March 17, 1871. October 5, 1876, he married Sarah Creswell, daughter of Samuel and Eliza Creswell, whose
names appear in another part of this work. James ai: d his wife
are members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church.
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Robert M . Cooper, fanner, born on the farm where he now
lives, January 23, 1838, is the son of John A . , and Agnes
(King) Cooper, who were among the pioneers of this county.
Robert was educated in what was known as the Kyle district, and
has remained at his present home all his life. He married, December 21, 1862, Margaret J. McClellan, daughter of James and A m anda (Hyslop) McClellan. He and his wife are membérs of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and have two children now living:
Mary E., and James McClellan.
Samuel Creswell, farmer, born on the farm where he now lives,
January 12, 1820, is the son of James and Anna (Junkin) Creswell,
who were born in Pennsylvania, and emigratedwith their parents to
Louisville, Kentucky, about 1781, which place was but a small village
at that time. Remaining here about eighteen years, they removed
to this county, in 1813, and located on the farm where Samuel and
his family now live. June 10, 1846, Samuel, our subject, married
Eliza J. Hffuman, daughter of Aaron and Martha (White) Huffman.
Tne children have been born by this marriage, all of whom are now
living. The family are active members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church.
.James Dunlap, lumber dealer and farmer, Cedarville, was born
in the County of Antrum, Ireland, A p r i l 29, 1812, and is the son
of William and Jane (More) Dunlap. He received his early education in Ireland, and at the age of sixteen came with his father to
Cincinnati, where he made his home with his brother, working in
a box manufactory, which business was carried on by his father
and brother Robert. A t the age of eighteen he was employed in
a bank as messenger-boy, and remained as such for several years.
Finally he rose to the position of book-keeper in the Franklin
Bank, and filled that position until 1836, when he was compelled
to abandon his place on account of poor health. During his banking experience he at one time was sent i n charge of two thousand
six hundred pounds of specie, which was loaded in an open wagon
and drawn from Cincinnati to Lexington, Kentucky, being four
days on the road, and passing through dense forests and lonely valleys, with but two men in company with him. Archbishop Wood
was akso a clerk in the bank with our subject. Soon after James
retired from his position in the bank, he embarked in the lumber
business, which he has followed almost continuously until the present time. I n the year 1835 he married Jane M . Limerick, daugh-
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ter of James and Rachel Limerick, and raised from a small child
by Mrs. Jepthah Gerard. She departed this life in the year 1871,
at the age of fifty-three years, leaving her husband and five children to mourn her loss.
B . S. Ervin, lime manufacturer and dealer, Cedarville, was born
in Morrow County, Indiana, near Bloomington, on the 25th day of
A p r i l , 1836. His father was born in the County Antrum, Ireland,
and his mother in South Carolina. They were married about the
year 1828, and removed from South Carolina to Indiana about
1829 —to avoid the influences of slavery—locating on a farm in
Morrow County. Charles Ervin departed this life in 1869; his
wife remaining in Indiana until 1878, when she removed to Greene
County to make a permanent home. The subject of this sketch
passed the early part of his life at home with his parents. I n the
year 1865, he removed to Princeton, Gibson County, Indiana, and
embarked in the lumber business. He remained there a short
time, and then came to this. I n May, 1877, he married Miss Belle
Murdoek. They have two children by this union : J. B., and Mary
B . M r . and Mrs. Ervin are members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, aud are recognized as good Christian people in the
community in which they live. M r . Ervin is not only the largest
lime manufacturer in the place, but has an interest .in a large gristnull, is an extensive grain merchant and coal dealer, paying out
$150.00 per week for common labor.
Robert Ervin, milling and grain dealer, Cedarville, was born in
Monroe County, Indiana, near Bloomington, September 10, 1818,
and passed the early part of his life on a farm, receiving the rudiments of his education in the common district schools. I n the
spring of 1877 he removed to this county, and engaged in business
for his brother a period of about ten months. Being favorably
impressed with this county and its people, he returned to Indiana
and sold the greater portion of his property, after which he settled
in this place to make it his permanent home. ' He is the sou of
Charles and Jane (Smith) Ervin. His father was born in Ireland
and his mother in South Carolina, They emigrated with their
parents to Bloomington, Indiana, in 1830, and married, Becember
21, 1833. Eight children were born to them, six of whom are now
living: John M . , B . S., Nancy, Margaret, Jennie, and Robert.
Our "subject is recognized as one of the leading business men of
the town. Is a member of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
and a strict, conscientious, Christian man.
t
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John F. Frazier, merchant, Cedarville, was born in Fayette
County, Pennsylvania, in 1813, and is a son of Andrew and A n n
(Adair) Frazier. His father was born in County Downs, and his
mother in County Antrum, Ireland. In County Downs they were
married, and about 1805 innnigrated to America, landing in Philadelphia during the great plague. The morning following their
arrival, they hurriedly left the city, leaving their baggage aboard
ship, which they never got. They located in Fayette County, and
lived there till 1817, when they moved to Adams County, Ohio,
and three years later removed to Brown County, where they died;
he in 1823, aged forty-rive, and his wife in 1844, aged sixty-six or,
sixtv-seven years. Nine children were born to them, five of whom
are living; Jane, Eliza, Lavina, Rebecca, and John F. The deceased were Hugh, William, James A., and Esther. James A . was
a missionary iu the United Bresbyterian Church, and was stationed
in Bamascus, Syria, where he labored from 1851 till his death, in
1863, with the exception of two or three years he passed at home.
His daughter Mary is a teacher in the mission schools of the United Presbyterian Church in Egypt. Mr. Frazier was reared on the
farm till fifteen years old, when he was apprenticed to learn the
tanning and shoe-making business, in Bussellville, Brown County
Ohio, where he labored for two years and a half, then worked at
various points, at journeyman's work, and finally purchased a tanyard in Becatur, Ohio, to which he gave his attention eleven years,
after which he sold out, and in 1847 located in Cedarville, and embarked in the mercantile business, in which he is yet engaged. He
has been married four times; first, to Sarah Kelley, in November,
1833, by whom he had three children, Andrew S.. Margaret J.,and
James K . Mrs. Frazier died in 1847, aged thirty-two years. Secondly, to A n n E. MeCullough. in February, 1849. She departed
this life, August 1. 1849, aged twenty-seven years. Thirdly, to
Eliza V . Dille, in March, 1851, by whom he had four children,
Flora, William S., Mary A., and Johanna. Mrs. Frazier died in
the fall of 1861, aged thirty-eight years. His fourth and last marriage was celebrated in 1866, with Nancy
, of Pennsylvania,
by whom he had one child, John H . Mrs. Frazier died in 1869,
aged forty-two years. I n politics he is strongly Republican, always
voting with that party upon all questions at issue, lias been treasurer of the township eleven years, and has been a member of the
United Presbyterian Church since twenty-one years of age. His
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first vote, for W . H . Harrison, was not deposited, yet he held a
contrary ballot on the opposite side. I n 1844 he voted for Birney.
Robert Gray, grocer, Cedarville, was born in Covington, Ken'tneky, in the year 1844. The early part of his business life was
spent in traveling for Kimball, Aikman & Co., of Indianapolis, and
Henry Hammond & Co., of Cincinnati. He has been a commercial
traveler for seventeen years. Came to this place, August 11, 1879,
and commenced his present business, which he has carried on successfully until the present time, keeping in stock almost everything
that can be found in a first-class grocery store. He is the son of
John and Jane Gray, who were natives of the Xorth of Ireland.
His father was born Becember 25, 1798, and his mother October 5,
1802. Robert, the subject of this "sketch, was married, in 1870, to
Miss Belle Bempsey. They have one daughter, Baisy E. ; are
members of the Bresbyterian Church, and we recognize in M r .
Gray one of the leading business men of the town in which he
lives.
George W . Harper, farmer and stock raiser, Cedarville, was born
in this county, May 30, 1825. Is a son of Thomas and Mary (Sirlotte) Harper, who were born at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, the name
of which place originated from the same family of Harpers. They
came to this county about the year 1812, and are numbered among
the earliest settlers of the same. M r . Harper grew to be one of
the wealthiest farmers, and departed this life, January 8,1878, aged
eighty-two years. His wife, Mary S. Harper, died A p r i l 6, 1873.
George, the subject of this sketch, spent the early part of his life
at home, with his parents. A t the age of eighteen he commenced
business for himself, dealing in cattle in Illinois, and has remained
iu that business until the present time. He was educated in the
common schools, except one year, when he attended Thomas Steele's
select school. He was married, in the year 1860, to Vinnie Murray,
daughter of George and Vinnie (Morris) Murray. We are pleased
to record George as one of, i f not the largest, land owners now in
the county, owning eleven hundred acres at the present time, and
has about completed the handsomest dwelling now in Cedarville.
James. Jeffreys, furniture manufacturer, Cedar.ville, was born in
Greenville County, Virginia, January 30,1821. Is the son of Silas
and Susan (Fruit) Jeffreys. Silas was a descendant of the Catawba
tribe of Indians. James was married, September 7, 1852, to Miss
Nancy Wooten, who bore him six children, three of whom are now
36
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living, Salathiel A., Elmer, and Emma. His first wife dying, he
again, January 24,1865, married Elizabeth Crone, daughter of Levi
and Margaret Crone, natives of Virginia. Three children were
born by the last marriage. U . I L , YV. U., and Ernest.
James is
the senior member of the Jeffreys Furniture Manufacturing Company, salesroom, No. 9 Greene Street, Xenia, where can be found
the latest patterns in furniture.
Mason Jeffreys, furniture manufacturer, Cedarville, was born in
Cedarville, September 8,1835, and is the son of Uriah, and Caroline
Jeffreys, who were born in North Carolina, and came to this county about the year 1830. Uriah was a descendant of the tribe of
Catawba Indians. Mason, the subject of this sketch, remained at
home with his parents until he reached his majority, receiving his
education iu the common district schools. I n 1860, he married
Miss Johanna A . Heithcook, daughter of Decatur and Emeline
Heithcook. Three children have been born to them, two of which
are now living, John R. and Freddie.
William Kyle, farmer, Cedarville, was born on the farm now
known as the Mardock Place, August 27, 1821, and is the sou of
Samuel and Rachel (Jackson) Kyle, of whom mention is made in
another part of this work. Received the rudiments of his education in a log school house, that stood not far from where the Oak
Grove House now stands. A t the age of twenty-four, he married
Rachel Cherry, daughter of James and Elizabeth Cherry, natives
of Virginia. He is the father of nine children, all living. Are
members of the United Presbyterian Church.
James Kyle, retired farmer, Cedarville, was born iu this township, November 8, 1819. Is the son of Samuel and Rachel (Jackson) Kyle. Samuel was born near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and
emigrated, with his parents, to near Cynthiana, Kentucky, and was
married at about the age of twenty-three, to Miss Mitchell. Six
children were born to them. She departed this life about the year
1813. Again, in 1815, Samuel married Miss Rachel Jackson. Fifteen children were borne by this marriage, ten of whom are now
living. James, the subject of this sketch, was the tenth child, and
remained in the family until the age of twenty-five, when, he married Jane Parks. She died one year after, and in nine years from
her death he married Miss Maria Tarbox. They have but two
children, John M . and Charles I I . Mr. and Mrs. Kyle are both
members of the United Presbyterian Church, and are living on a
farm of one hundred and four acres, pleasantly located.
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J. W . McFarland, farmer, Cedarville, was born on the farm where
he now lives, January 15, 1846. Is the son of G. C. and Evaline
(Hicks) McFarland. Received an early education in the district
schools, and remained at home with his parents until July 1, 1863,
when he enlisted in the naval service, and was a seaman on the
gunboats Victory and Benton, plying the Ohio, Mississippi, Cumberland, Red Bivers, and was engaged in a number of skirmishes.
He was mustered out of the service, August 28, 1865. Becember
20, 1877, was married to Mattie Marshall, daughter of Hugh and
Mary Meeny Marshall, natives of Ireland. A r t h u r H . McFarland,
deceased, and brother of our subject, was born in this township,
September 10, 1843, and was much beloved by all who knew him,
as a model young man. He enlisted in the Seventieth Begiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was in the service but three months,
when he returned home on furlough, and died shortlv after, January 26, 1862, of typhoid fever.
Samuel K . Mitchell, lumber dealer, Cedarville, was born in Xenia
Township, June 20, 1822, and is the thirteenth son of James and
Martha (Espy) Mitchell, who were born in Pennsylvania, and when
yet young, went with their parents to Kentucky in a very early
day. Grandfather Bavid Mitchell erected the first cabin on the
present site of Lexington, Kentucky. They remained here some
years, when, on account of slavery, he sold out about the year 1800,
came to this county, aud settled near Bellbrook, where they resided some years, being one of the first settlers in that locality. From
here he removed to Clark's Run, north of Xenia, where he made a
permanent home, and died in 1848, his wife dying in Xenia, September 1, 1865, aged eighty-eight years. Mr. Mitchell, sen., was a
soldier in the war of 1812, in which he contracted sciatic pains,
which made him a great sufferer, and incapacitated him from doing
manual labor. They were parents of thirteen children, four of
whom are living: Margaret, Thomas, Robert, and our subject.
The deceased were Bavid, James E., Eliza, A n n , Josiah, Martha,
Sarah, Francis P., and Maria. They all grew to manhood and
womanhood. Francis P. was a physician, aud died of yellow
fever, in Xew Orleans. Mr. Mitchell and his wife were members of the United Presbyterian Church, in which he was an
active and zealous worker. Politically, he was an Abolitionist,
anil in the exciting times of 1844, was one of the three or four
men in Xenia Township who voted for James G. Birney, anti-

568

HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY".

slavery candidate for the presidency. Mr. Mitchell was reated on
the farm, on which he lived till thirty-one years of age. In 1842
he was married to Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob McFarland, who
has borne him three children, James J., Anna, and William M .
In the spring of 1854 he abandoned the farm, went to Cincinnati,
and engaged in the grocery business for three years, when, in the
fall of 1857, he came to Cedarville, and soon after embarked iu the
lumber business, iu which he is yet engaged, having a branch yard
at Yellow Springs, which is under the management of his son
James. Mr. Mitchell and his wife are members of the United
Presbyterian Church, in which they were raised. He is a ruling
elder in the church, au office he has held since 1855.
Jacob Miller, fanner, Cedarville, is, we are pleased to record, one
of the oldest settlers now living in Cedarville Township. He was
born January 9, 1799, uot far from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and
immigrated t» this county, with his mother, in 1809, a part of the
journey being made with one small horse, which carried the greater
portion of their goods. They found this county a wild and desolate wilderness. He has seen the vast forests disappear, and beautifulfieldsof grain take their place. His mother was a poor widow,
with seven small children, and the hardships they endured for the
first few years were simply heartrending. The younger children
were compelled to hunt and trap small game, while the older ones
endeavored to break the ground as best they could, to raise small
lots of potatoes, corn, and pumpkins, and thus they toiled on for
some years. A t the age of thirteen, Jacob left home, aud went to
live with one of the neighbors until he reached the age of twentyone, in consideration of which he received one hundred dollars, and
a horse, saddle, and bridle, after which he rented the same farm on
which he had remained for eight years, and cared for the family
until he was married, about the year 1825, to Margaret McClellan.
Three children were born to them. William died at the age of
fourteen, and the other two are now living. After forty years of
married life had been spent, his wife died, and again, October 15,
1874, he married Eliza Rodgers. She is a member of the United
Presbyterian Church, and he is a Baptist, and a strict temperance
man all his life.
John Orr, retired, Cedarville. The above gentleman is one of
the oldest living settlers in this township. He was born in South
Carolina April 6, 1795. He is a son of John and Rosana Orr, who
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were born in Ireland, where they were married, and in 1783 emigrated to America, settling in Chester County, South Carolina, in
which they lived forty years, when they moved to Gibson County,
Indiana, — he walking the entire distance when he was in the
eighty-first year of his age. Here they lived till their decease: he
in 1833, aged eighty-three years; she in 1838, eighty-four years.
They were parents of five sons and three daughters, of whom only
our subject survives. The boyhood of our subject was passed in
South Carolina, on the farm where he was born, living thereon
until thirty-five years of age. He received his education through
the teaching of his father, who was a highly educated man. In
his native state he was married to Genet B., daughter of John
McMillan, and after two children "were born to them, emigrated to
Indiana, where he built a log house for his father, after which he
visited Illinois, and upon his return, came to Greene County in
1831, locating in Xenia. In March, 1833, he came to Cedarville
and erected the first frame house ever built on a town lot in the
village. He cleared most of the ground on which the town stands.
He kept the first store in the place, having a stock of goods in his
dwelling, from which he supplied the wants of the settlers. In
1840 he built the house which he and his son occupied as a drygoods and clothing store. His fair dealing and popular business
habits, have always won the confidence and esteem of the people.
He has never been a political aspirant. A Republican in politics, a
lover of his country, a respecter of human rights, and a champion
of any cause that tends to develop the happiness and well-being of
humanity. In the war of 1812 he served six months in Captain
Chestnut's company of Colonel Meens' regular South Carolina
militia, and is on the pension rolls of the Government as one of the
survivors of that war. To Mr. and Mrs. Orr nine children were
born, five of whom are living — Martha, Rosana, Elizabeth, Adassa,
and James; the deceased are Genet, Mary A., John R,, and Cammeron. He has been a member of the United Bresbyterian Church
during a great portion of his life, and a ruling elder since 1822.
He is the author of a book entitled, " Some Thoughts on the Book
of Revelations," which was edited in 1876.
James W. Pollock, farmer, Cedarville, born in Logan County,
Ohio, January 12, 1841, is the son of John and Jane (Elder) Pollock. James, subject of this sketch, spent the earlier uart of his
life at home with his parents. July, 1862, he enlisted in the Forty-
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F i f t h Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and the hardship of an
unusual career of a soldier's life commenced; was mustered into
the service at Columbus. Soon after his enlistment his regiment
chased John Morgan on his raid, until he was captured, after which
he had his horse, a great favorite, shot from under him, near Knoxville, Tennessee, and taken prisoner, with a number of his comrades,
on the 19th of October, 1803. He was incarcerated in the following
prisons: Atlanta, Georgia; Bell Island, Libby and Andersonvitte; in the latter place he remained for six months, suffering all
the horrors of a prison life. He also had experiences in Millen,
Charleston, and Florence prisons. Sixteen of his comrades, that
were taken prisoners with him, perished in Andersonville, he
being the only one that survived the hardships of that awful place.
He witnessed the hanging of six Union soldiers, in prison, by their
own men, for murdering and robbing their own comrades. He
weighed one hundred and seventy pounds when captured, aud has
not weighed to exceed one hundred and forty anytime since; still,
Mr. Pollock does not draw a pension, and has not asked for one.
November 4, 1870, the subject of this sketch married Miss Nettie
Anderson, daughter of Samuel and Jane Anderson, by which union
three children are now living—Edith, Jennie, and Junia, The
family are members of the United Presbyterian Church.
Samuel Smith, farmer, Cedarville, horn in Clarke Count)', on the
Little Miami River, December 30, 1827, is the son of Seth and
Deborah (Wildman) Smith. Seth was born July 11, 1798, and was
the son of Seth Smith, sen.; he was born in Virginia, May 19,
1761, and departed this life A p r i l 1, 1837, aged seventy-five years.
Samuel, the gentleman's name who heads this sketch, spent the
early part of his life on the farm with his parents; afterwards removed to the farm where he now lives. Married June 1, 1869,
Miss Esther J. Cook, daughter of Marcalus Cook, by which union
four children have been born, three of which are now living. The
family are all members of the Friends Society.
Dr. J. M . Stewart, physician and surgeon, Cedarville, was born
in Y o r k District, South Carolina, and immigrated to this county
with his parents in an early day, locating three and one-half miles
east of Xenia. Receiving the rudiments of an education in the
common district schools, he then attended Rev. Hugh McMillan's
Academy, at Xenia: also a select class in mathematics, after which
he commenced life for himself, as a school teacher, following that
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profession for eight years, and again taking up the study of medicine with Dr. Martin, of Xenia, commencing his practice at Cedarville, in the year 1846, where he has remained until the present
day. The Doctor was married in the year 1848 to Rosanna Orr,
daughter of John Orr, sr., whose biography appears in this work.
They have five children, all of whom are living —Martha D. (now
Mrs. Ustick), Samuel L., John 0., Jewett R., and Mary L . The
subject of this sketch and his wife have long been members of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and are strong advocates of the
temperance cause.
James C. Stormont, deceased, Cedarville, was born July 13,1831,
in Chester District. South Carolina ; immigrated to this county, with
his parents, when but a child; was educated in the district schools,
remaining on the farm, with his parents, until the age of twenty-two
years; then taught schools in the neighborhood where he lived,for
a period of eight years. Was married March 24, 1857, to Agnes
McQuiston ; she dying, he was again married, December 24, 1861,
to Miss Jennie Bradfute, daughter of John and Eliza (Laughead)
Bradfute. James, the subject of our sketch, was the son of Johu
and Esther (McMillen) Stormont, a member of the Reformed
Baptist Church, departing this life October 23, 1877. The people
in the county in which he lived felt the loss of a valuable man and
good citizen.
Samuel X . Tarbox, saw-mill, Cedarville, was born near Portland, Maine, December 3, 1821, is the son of John and Lucy
(Merrill) Tarbox. Samuel, the gentleman whose name heads this
sketch, immigrated to this county in 1848, and married in about
three years afterwards to Ruth L . Jackson, daughter of David and
Nancy (Nichol) Jackson, who bore him five children, now l i v i n g —
Frank T., T. I L , Harry L . , David N . , and Eliza 0. M r . Tarbox
and his wife are both members of the United Presbyterian Church.
James E. Townsley, farmer, and livery, born in this township,
A p r i l 30, 1824. He is a son of Alexander and Margaret Townsley,
who were born in Pennsylvania—Alexander in 1788, and Margaret
in 1785. Alexander's parents emigrated to Cyuthiana, Kentucky,
shortly after his birth, and in 1801 came to this county. Alexander
departed this life in 1870. His wife still survives him, is now in
her eighty-sixth year, and one among a few of the early settlers-remaining to tell us of the hardships of this country when i t was a
wilderness. James, whose name appears at the head of this sketch,

HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY'.

received his education in the common district schools, and remained with his parents until he reached the age of twenty-seven, when
he went to Iowa, and started in life for himself as a farmer in that
then far-off country. Remaining in that state for thirteen years, he
returned to this county, and embarked in the grocery business.
He followed that branch of trade for a number of years with success. I n the year 1851. he married Sarah A . Feree, of Washington
County, Iowa. She died in April, 1853. But one child was horn
by this marriage, I r a B., who also died at the age of two and onehalf years. Again, A p r i l , 1857, he married Margaret A . Balzell,
daughter of John and Letitia Balzell.
Four children have been
born by this marriage, only one of which is now living.
The
names of the deceased are Orrell, Clara B., and Bertty. John B .
is living with his parents, aged eighteen.
Alexander Turnbull, farmer and stock raiser, Cedarville, was
born in this county, February 24, 1838, and is a son of John and
Margaret (Kyle) Turnbull, of whom mention is made iu other parts
of this work. Alexander spent the early part of his life on the
farm, with his parents. I n the year 1861 he enlisted in the Twelfth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served with his regiment for two
years, passing through a number of engagements, during which
time he was wounded at the second battle of Bull Run. I n Becember, 1863, he was married to Sarah J. Barber, daughter of John
and Sarah Barber. Five children have been born to them, all of
whom are now living.
S. K . Turnbull, farmer and stock raiser, Cedarville, was born in
this county, on the farm where he now lives, August 19, 1829. Is
the son of John and Margaret (Kyle) Turnbull, who are mentioned
among the pioneers of this county. Our subject received his education in the common schools. The house was a' log cabin, with
pole benches for seats, so common with all schools of those days.
I n 1857, he was married to Catharine Hanston, daughter of John
Hanston, a native of Ireland. Both himself and wife are members
of the United Presbyterian Church, and have four children, all of
whom are now living.
John Turnbull, farmer, Cedarville, was born near Nashville, Tennessee, February 17,1801, and came with his parents to Centerville,
Montgomery County, Ohio, at the age of nine years, riding on
horseback the entire distance. Soon after the family arrived in
Ohio, he was sent, with an older brother, to Xenia Township, to cut
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brush and clear a small piece of ground, for the purpose of opening up a new farm. The remainder of the family joined them in
1815, where they made a permanent home. The subject of this
sketch has been a man of great physical endurance, having been
known to cut and make six hundred rails in two days, and we found
him an active, energetic man at the age of eighty years. He was
married, February 21,1824, to Margaret Kyle, daughter of Samuel
and Ruth (Mitchell) Kyle, whose names appear in a number of
places in this work. Again, in 1855, he was married to Margaret
J. Allen, daughter of Hugh and Catharine Allen, and is the father
of nineteen children, eleven of whom are now living.
S. K . Williamson, farmer, Cedarville, was born near Jamestown,
this county, October 26, 1846. Is the son of John S. and Jaue
(Kyle) Williamson. His father was born in Pennsylvania, aud bis
mother in this county. Our subject was married, in November,
1872, to Miss Isabel Collins, daughter of Samuel and Rebecca
(McClellan) Collins, natives of Y o r k County, Pennsylvania. Four
children have been born by this union, two of whom are now living, E. C. and Ella R. The deceased are George S., infant, and
John Clarence. His wife and himself are members of the United
Presbyterian Church of Xenia.
Andrew Winter, physician, Cedarville, was born, August 18,1820,
at Fayetteville, X o r t h Carolina. Removed to South Carolina with
his parents, when quite small. Received his early education at
Pendleton, South Carolina. Commenced the study of medicine at
the age of seventeen, graduating at Charleston Medical College in
1841, at the age of twenty-one, and commenced practicing the same
year. Removed to Columbia, South Carolina, remaining there*until the commencement of the rebellion, when he enlisted in the
First Regiment, East Tennessee Yolunteer Infantry, served one
year,and was wouuded at the battle of Mill Springs; was appointed assistant surgeon shortly after, filling that office about two
months; was transferred to the Fourth East Tennessee Infantry, and
promoted to first surgeon, holding that position until the Union
forces retreated from Cumberland Gap, under General George
Morgan ; was taken sick at Gallipolis, and transferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps. Resigned, August 28, 1864, and came to this
place, where he has followed his profession until the present time.
Tbe doctor was a personal friend of John C. Calhoun, but differed
very radically in politics. He is the son of Andrew Winter, sen.,
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and Hannah (Baxter) Winter. His father was horn in what was
then called Marion District, South Carolina, and was a schoolmate
of General Andrew Jackson. His mother was born at Wilmington, Xorth Carolina, and was a grand-daughter of Richard Baxter.
The doctor,we are pleased to record, is one of the true Union gentlemen who left that notorious hot-bed of rebeldom to fight for his
country. He was married, in 18Ö8, to Xancy Turnbull, a granddaughter of Judge Kyle. Three children have been born by this
marriage, Elizabeth B.. Maria A., and Andrew.

BEAVER CREEK T O W N S H I P .

This township is situated in the western part of the county, and
is bounded on the north by Bath, on the east by Xenia, on the
south by Sugar Creek Township, and on the west by Montgomery
County. B was one of the original townships of the county organization, embracing at that time, a-considerable larger expanse
of territory than at present, although it is now one of the largest
townships in the county, containing as it does, an area of 31,360
acres, being seven sections square, with the addition of some irregular protrusions of the eastern boundary.
The surface of the land comprising this township, consists of
rolling lands of gentle undulations, with many prairie valleys
stretching in fertile fields between the sloping ridges. The soil is
generally of a very rich clay in the higher lands, while in the valleys, the darker, and more alluvial soil is found. The timber consists principally of oak, walnut, ash, hickory, and some cherry, the
latter is found mostly in the bottoms, while the former predominates largely along the ridges of the higher lands.
The principal productions are corn, wheat, rye, barley, and. in the
southern part of the township, some tobacco is raised.
BIG BEAVER VALLEY.

Big Beaver Valley is a considerable scope of prairie land of extraordinary productiveness, extending north from the village of
Alpha for some five miles, with a variable width of a mile, and is
drained by B i g Beaver Creek, from which it takes its name. On
the ridges extending aloug-both sides of this valley, the prosperous
farmers have built their home-like and commodious residences,
and seldom is there found a more pleasing rural prospect than is
exposed to view from these elevations, commanding this beautiful,
aud bountiful valley.
The Little Miami River enters the township at the southeast, and
575
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Pinkuey Fond.
To this pond, the deer, and other wild animals,
would go at night for water, and it was the custom of the early
settlers to go there on hunting expeditions.
One night, John aud
Samuel Morningstar went out on this pond in a canoe, with their
guns, and a large torch. Proceeding slowly along the banks, they
suddenly came upon a largo buck standing at the edge of the water.
The blinding light of the torch, seemed to petrify the animal with
fright, and the sudden appearance of such large game, gave the
boys a genuine attack of what is known among hunters as " buckatrue." However, the boys recovered, and shot the deer, when it
bounded directly into the boat, capsized the hunters, and a long
struggle took place in the water, which finally ended, when the
boys succeeded in dispatching the deer. This is related as one of
the exploits on the famous Pinkuey Pond.
BIOGRAPHICAL.

David Ankeney, retired farmer, Byron, was born, June 8, 1831,
near Alpha, and is the son of Bavid and' Elizabeth Ankeney, who
were born in Washington County, Maryland, where they were
reared, and after reaching their majority were married. They immigrated to Ohio in 1830, locating near Xenia, and soon after purchased the farm on which Albert Ankency now lives, near Alpha,
making it their permanent home. The land purchased was only
partially cleared, and had a small log house, in which our subject
was born. He only lived a short time after settling here, dying
very suddenly, while in his chair at supper,Xovember 2,1830, from
a paralytic stroke, aged forty-two years. IBs wife survived him
until Becember 23, 1851, aged thirty-two years. They were the
pareuts of ten children, seven of whom are living: Mary (Mrs.
John Steel), Sarah, Margaret (Mrs. Bev. George Long, of Indianapolis), John, Nelson, Jacob, and Bavid. The deceased are Samuel,
Henry, and Martha (Mrs. Shank). His father and mother were
members of the German Beformed Church until their death. The
boyhood of our subject was passed on the farm, receiving his education in the district school. Soon after twenty-one years of age,
he began life for himself, and was married, August 27, 1852, to
Elizabeth, daughter of John Tamer, a native of-Maryland, and
subsequently a citizen of this county, now deceased. A f t e r marriage he located in Alpha, and after residing here for upward of
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twenty years, purchased a farm of two hundred and ten acres, where
he now resides. He owns,in the aggregate, two hundred and fortyfour acres of land, which is mostly in a high state of cultivation,
and tastefully improved, making one of the most desirable locations
in the township. Several years afterward he closed active labor,
and sought the quiet of retirement. His well-tilled and productive
farm furnishes a handsome income. Jacob was a member of the
One Hundred and Seventy-Fourth Ohio National Guard, receiving
an honorable discharge at the expiration of his term of service.
Two children have been born to them, Alice E. and Edward H .
Politically, M r . Ankeney is a strong Republican, casting his first
vote for John C. Fremont.
Henry Ankeney, deceased, was born in Washington County,
Maryland, February 17, 1813, and was a son of David and Elizabeth Ankeney, with whom he came to Ohio when a young man.
I n 1837 he was married to Margaret, daughter of Henry Shank,
whose history appears in this work. A f t e r their marriage, they
took up their residence in Bath Township, near Yellow Springs,
where they lived about twenty years. I n 1863, he moved to the
land where his widow now resides, near Alpha, and made a permanent home. He died, March 7, 1880, aged sixty-seven years,
leaving his aged wife a farm of sixty-two acres, highly improved,
making a comfortable home for her. He was a member of the
German Reformed Church, with which he had been connected for
many years. He was an exemplary man, and his death was regretted by all who knew him. They had two children, John H . and
Orange. Mrs. Ankeney was boru in this county, February 13,
1817, and has been a member of the Lutheran Church since girlhood.
Henry Ankeney, tjxrtrer, deceased, was born near Byron, on the
place where his wife aud children now reside, in,-the year 1823, and
was a son of Henry and Esther Ankeney. His boyhood was passed
on the farm, receiviug his education in the common schools, and
working for his father until over twenty-one years of age. I n 1850
he was married to Evaline, daughter of Thomas and Margaret
(Marley) Greene, by whom he had eight children, seven l i v i n g :
Margaret, Harriet E., George W., Sarah E., Johanna, Ruth, and
Marcellus K , deceased. A f t e r their marriage they located on the
present farm, and after five years went to Mahaska County, Iowa,
where they resided four years, and then returned, that he might be
near his aged father. His farm cousisted of one hundred and sixty-
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eight acres, on which he resided till his death, December 11, 1S79.
He was much beloved and respected, and his death was universally
regretted. Mrs. Ankeney was born in Berkeley County, Virginia,
in the vear 182o, and when two years old, came with her parents to
Ohio, and settled in Licking Comity, making the journey in a cart,
with eight children. They afterward came to this county, and located iu this township, where they lived till their death at the age
of seventy-six years. To them thirteen children were born. Mrs.
Ankeney is a member of the German Reformed Church, which she
joined at the age of seventeen.
Thomas Bigger, retired farmer, was born in Kentucky, in 1792.
Is a son of John and Mary Bigger. His father was born in Ireland, and his mother in Pennsylvania, where they were married,
and afterward removed to Kentucky. I n 180G they removed to
Monto- ornery County, Ohio, and were among the pioneers of
that county, in which they lived and died. They were parents of
ten children, four of whom are living, Joseph, Mary, James, and
Thomas. The former lives in Xenia, and James on the home farm
in Montgomery County. The deceased are Hugh, Kebccca, Hannah, Sarah, William, and John. Mr. and Mrs. Bigger lived to a
good old age, he dying upward of forty years ago, and she about
twenty years since. The subject of this sketch was reared on the
form, and received a common school education in the district
schools. He has been thrice married; first, with Hannah Snowden, by whom he had two children, Samuel and Maria, now Mrs.
Thomas White. His second marriage was celebrated with Catharine (Conaver) Bradford, who bore him one child, John B . His
third and last marriage was consummated with Elizabeth (Cunningham) Dallas, by whom he has had three children, two of whom are
living, Samuel. Elizabeth, and James, deceased. About the year
1850, he came to the place where he now lives, and is the owner of
one hundred and eighty acres of fine land, which is highly improved, making a beautiful and comfortable place, in which he and
his aged wife may end their declining years. They are both members of the United Presbyterian Church, to which they have been
connected for many years, he having been a ruling elder for more
than half a century, and has always taken much interest in matters
pertaining to religion ; and though we find them for down the hill,
toward the setting sun of life, both are reconciled to the will of
their Master, and are patiently awaiting his summons. His de-
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ceased wives were also members of the same church, as also are
his children, which is a source of gratification to their aged
parents. Officially, he has served the people in his township as
clerk, etc. I n politics he is a Republican, and during his long life
has upheld the principles of that party by influence and ballot.
His father left the South when the shadow and curse of slavery began to darken that fair land, and sought an asylum in the free
states, to be away from its taint and accursed influence. He was a
strong anti-slavery man, and did all in his power to hasten the freedom of the unfortunate and down-trodden blacks. He and his wife
were members of the United Presbyterian Church, of which both
after a long and useful life, passed away as bulwarks. By his marriage with his last wife, he had two children, Dinsmore ami Martha.
Samuel Brown, farmer, was born in Pennsylvania, November 17,
1816, and is a son of George and Elizabeth Brown, who were born
in the same state, in which they were married and. lived until 1824,
when they immigrated to Ohio, locating near Bellbrook, where they
made a permanent home, and died at advanced ages. They had
seven children, five of whom are living: Anthony, Abraham,
George, Adam, and Samuel. The deceased were Catharine and
Mary. They were members of the German Reformed Church,
and exemplary Christians, their death being regretted by all. Our
subject was reared on the farm ; was eight years old when he came
to Ohio, and thus early in life became an auxiliary in the labor of
the farm, and remained with his father until of age, when he began
life for himself. He engaged in job chopping, a\vork in which he
took great delight, and old as he is, can swing an ax with much oi
his youthful vigor. February 11, 1840, he V a s married to Eva
Snypp, who bore him six children, four of whom are living: Christina, Jacob, Marcellus, and Franklin. The deceased are George
and xMary. Mrs. Brown died in 1856. She was a member of the
Reformed Church. His second marriage was celebrated with Charlotte (Clark) Sellers, August 28, 1856. She has borne him three
children, Charles A., Benjamin H., and Charlotte F. I u 1840 he
came to where he now lives. He is one of the men of this county
who had a full share in bringing about its present almost perfect
state of perfection. Is self-made, beginning life without means,
and from his first eighteen months' labor with an ax, saved $200,
which was the nucleus of his present large property. He and his
wife are members of the German Reformed Church, he joining
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when tirst married, and both take much interest in religious matters. Her parents, Benjamin and Elizabath Clark, came to Ohio
in an early day, locating in Clarke County, where her father died.
Her mother departed this life in Montgomery County, aged thirtyfive years. Her father was born in England-, and they were both
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and parents of four
children, two living: Benjamin and Charlotte. The deceased are
Bachel and Samuel. Mrs. Bigger had five children by her first
husband (Mr. Sellers), three of whom are living: Henry, Scott, and
Elizabeth. The deceased are Zachariah T. and Anna. Henry was a
mendier of Company E, Seventy-Fourth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, enlisting at the beginning of the Avar, and serving until
the close. He was twice wounded, once severely through the right
arm. Scott was a member of the same regiment.
John Burrows, deceased, was born in Maryland, in the year 1800.
He was the son of "William and Briscilla Burrows, who immigrated
to Ohio in 1810, and in 1811 located on laud where Sarah Burrows
now resides. Here a permanent home was made, then land was
cleared up and improved, aud, in the course of human events, became one of the pleasant places in the township.
Grandfather
"William Burrows died in 1827 or 1828, aged about sixty-one years.
Priscilla, his wife, departed this life some six years afterwards.
They were parents of fourteen children, six living, viz: Martha
J., Sarah, Anineta, Margaret, Richard, and Joseph. John Burrows
was married to Eliza Bavis in 1837, by whom he had five children,
of whom only one, Sarah, is living; the deceased are William G,
Nelson B., Matilda, Mrs. Fogle, and Mary T. On the land settled
by his father, he made a life-long place of residence, and at his
death left one hundred and sixty acres of fine land. He died in
1870, aged seventy years. His wife preceded him to her last resting place in 18(31, aged fifty-three years. She was a member of
the Reformed Dutch Church till her death. Nelson was a member
of Company D, Twenty-Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, enlisting
in the begining of the war, August 31, 1861. He saw much active
service, and passed through many of the hard-fought battles of
the war, and after his return home, died of wounds contracted
while in the service of his country.
Jacob Coy, retired farmer, Alpha, is the oldest living settler in
this township.
He was born in Frederick County, Maryland, in
1792, being a son of Jacob and Susana Coy, who were born in Ger-
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many. They, with their parents, came to America when yet young,
and while on the voyage, Jacob's parents died and were buried in
mid-ocean. Their effects were confiscated by the ship's crew, and
their children, seven in number, were thrown upon the shores of a
new world penniless, in consequence of which they were sold to pay
transportation. He (Jacob) was eighteen years old at the time, and
labored six years for a Pennsylvania planter to free himself and
younger brothers and sisters. He afterwards located in Maryland,
where he was married, and lived a number of years, accumulating
three hundred and fifty acres of land. When married he borrowed
the money to cover necessary expenses. I n 1800 he immigrated to
Ohio, coming down the river to Cincinnati, where he stopped two
months. Then there were only sixteen low log cabins in the place.
He was importuned to stay, but pushed his way by team and wagon
to Greene County; their way was cut through the woods iu advance of the teams, and were eight days in coming. He purchased
three thousand acres of land, all in a body, and erected a small log
cabin, into which he moved his family. Two kegs of nails used in
the erection of the cabin, were brought from Cincinnati on horseback, by young Jacob, our subject, for which twelve and one-half
cents per pound were paid. Here Jacob Coy, sen., lived and died,
his death occurring in 1835 or 1836, at the age of ninety-three
years. His wife died about 1840, aged eighty-three years. They
were parents of twelve children, all dead except Jacob, who was
the youngest.
They were members of the German Reformed
Church of many years standing. Jacob was eight years old when
his parents landed in Ohio, and distinctly remembers counting the
houses in Cincinnati,, aud says he has gathered hazel-nuts where the
city of Dayton stands. He has seen many hardships, and often
working till midnight in burning brush; he has hauled flour from
Cincinnati for $2.50 per barrel; wheat was sold for twenty-five
cents per bushel, corn ten cents, coffee seventy-five cents per pound,
and of the latter, three or four pounds did an ordinary family a
year. He labored on the farm for his father till of age, when he
began life for himself, but remained with his aged parents, to whom
he was much attached, caring for them while they lived. On the
old home farm he has lived four score years, and witnessed all the
great changes that have transformed the wilderness to a garden of
peace and plenty. I n 1813 he was married to Barbara, daughter
of Leonard Snypp, who bore him twelve children, Ave living ; Peter,
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Henry, Adam, Leonard, and Susana. The deceased were, Rebecca,
Catherine, Sarah, Jacob, David, Anna, and an infant. Mrs. Coy
died in 1859 or 1860. Both were members of the German Beformed Church, having joined after their marriage. He has served
as elder and deacon for twenty years. I n politics he is a Republican, and during his.long life has failed but once to cast his ballot
for the benefit of that party.
Benjamin F. Barst, the subject of this sketch, was born in Lost
Creek Township, Miami County, Ohio, on the 16th day of Becember, 1838. His ancestors were German.
His father, Rev. John
Barst, an eminent minister of the German Baptist Church, was
born in Franklin County, Virginia, January 1, 1790, came to Bayton, Ohio, in 1813, and settled in Miami County, Ohio, January 18,
1818, and died June 24,1875. His mother, whose maiden name was
Mary Strasburg, after whose family name the city of Strasburg, in
Germany, was named, was born in Frederick County, Maryland,
and came, with her parents, to Ohio in 1818, and now resides near
Troy, Miami County, Ohio. Mr. Darst received a fair common
school education ; then at the age of sixteen he entered the New
Carlisle Academy for two winters, assisting on his father's farm
during the summer. Taught school one winter, and then engaged
in farming for his father. He was married on the 29th day of
March, 1860, to Miss Rebecca A n n Shoup, whose father, Rev. Moses
Shoup, of the German Baptist Church, was born in Frederick
County, Maryland, on the 1st of October, 1793, and came with his
parents, George and Charlotte Shoup, to Greene County, Ohio, in
the spring of 1805. Her mother came with lier parents to Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1801, and was joined in marriage to Mr.
Shoup in 1818, and died January 11, 1877, having lived"together
almost sixty years. ^ I r . Barst removed to Greene County immediately after his marriage, and engaged in farming. He lived with
and cared for his wife's parents, who were now in declining years,
until their death, and still lives on the old Shoup homestead. The
issue of his marriage was four children, three sons and one daughter: John Charles Barst, born May 18, 1861; Moses Darst, born
January 8, 1868: Lizzie Darst, born September 4, 1871, and Harry
Darst, born A p r i l 2, 1877. I n the year 1861, when the war- broke
out, Mr. Darst used his influence and means to encourage enlistment to fill the ranks of the Union army, and in the summer of
1863 joined Company D, Sixtieth Ohio Volunteer Militia, and was
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elected and commissioned Second Lieutenant of his company. I n
the year 1864, when Governor Brough made a call for one hundred
days volunteers, he went with his regiment to Camp Dennison, on
the 2d day of May, 1864, and was mustered into the TTuited* States
service as Second Lieutenant of Company B , One Hundred and
Fifty-Fourth Ohio National Guards, under command of Colonel
Robert Stevenson; was transferred to New Creek Station, West
Virginia, and from thence to Greenland Gap, and was engaged in
scouting until July 28, when the regiment was ordered to fall back
to New Creek and await the enemy under Johnson and McCausland, who attacked us about 2 o'clock p. M., August 4.
The
engagement was a warm one, and lasted until after dark.. The
Union forces, under command of Colonel Stevenson, acquitted themselves bravely, and during this engagement, Lieutenant Barst took
an active part. He was always a favorite among his comrades, and
his genial, pleasant disposition and social qualties, made him friends
of them all. After returning from the service and being mustered
out at Camp Bennison, September 1, 1864, his captain, H . B . Gutherie, died, aud Lieutenant Barst was unanimously chosen as captain
of his company, which position he held until the war closed, and
his regiment was disbanded. l i e was appointed notary public, is a
surveyor and civil engineer. I n the spring of 1865 he was elected
township trustee for four consecutive years, until he declined serving any longer. He was also for many years a member of the
board of education. I n 1879 was elected real estate appraiser, and
in spring of 1880 appraised all the real estate in Beaver Creek
Township; was a delegate to the state conventions when Hon. John
Brough and Hon. B . B. Hayes were nominated and subsequently
elected governors of the state. I n the spring of 1879 he and his
estimable wife united with the German Baptist Church, at Zimmermanville, and he was elected to the ministry the following year, and
in that capacity has served the church until the present time, being
a faithful minister and a good counsellor in all matters pertaining
to the peculiarities of his fraternity. The residence and farm of
Mr. Barst are two miles south of Shoups Station or Ziinmermanville,
on the road leading to Bellbrook, near Mount Zion Church.
John Engle, was born in Beaver Creek Township, in the year
1812, and is a son of Isaac, and Susana (Swigart) Engle. His
father was born in Maryland, and his mother in Bennsylvania, and
was a sister of Michael Swigart. whose history appears in this work.
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Isaac Engle came here a young man in 1810, and located in Beaver
Creek Township, where he made a permanent home. He was married in this county to Susana Swigart, about 1811, by whom he
had ten* children, seven living, John, Beter, Henry, Isaac, Susana,
Sarah, and Rebecca. The deceased are Eliza, Catherine, and Isaac
and Jacob, twins. M r . Engle was a farmer by occupation, and during the winter run a still.
He was a soldier in the war of 1812,
and received from the government a donation of land. They were
members ot the German Reformed Church. He died in 1863, aged
eighty-one years. She departed this life in 1859, at the age of sixtythree years. The subject of this sketch was reared on the farm,
and received a limited education in the district schools.
He was
married in 1840, to Catherine Brown, by whom he had two children,
Sarah E. and Mary C. Mrs. Engle departed this life in 1847. He
was again married in 1855, to Matilda A n n Leonard, by whom he
has had five children, four living, George W., Justice A., Eliza E.
L., John W . F., Elnora B., deceased. M r . Engle has lived in the
county all his life. He and his wife are members of the German
Reformed Church, to which they have beeu connected for a number of years.
Mrs. Engle was born in "Warren County in 1833.
Bolitically he is democratic.
• William I I . Engle, farmer, and proprietor of steam saw-mill,
Dayton, Ohio, was born in Frederick County, Maryland, in 1829,
and passed his boyhood days in that state; receiving the rudiments
of his education in the common school». I n 1850, he was married
to Charlotte E. Dartrough, after which he came to Ohio, and located where he now resides. For the ensuing six years he worked
at carpentering, after which he worked as a hand on the mill he
now owns. I n 1869 he purchased the mill, aud became sole owner,
and siuce then lias given his entire time and attention to it. The
mill is located on the west side of the township, and is a two-story
frame, 30x70 feet. The power is derived from a twenty-four horse
power engine, which gives motion to an old-fashioned sash-saw,
having a cutting capacity of 2,500 feet per day. The mill is in
operation about eight months in the year, cutting all kinds of lumber, but making a specialty of fine walnut sawing. M r . Engle is a
gentleman well versed in his business—understanding fully every
department of the work. Upon his arrival in this state he was
without capital to commence business, but by hard work and economy succeeded after several years of toil in placing himself ou a
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sound financial basis. After purchasing the mill, he became identified with the interests of the people—his business qualifications
became known, and he has since received a very liberal patronage.
Besides the mill property, he owns seventeen acres of land, which
has been greatly improved, and makes one of the most desirable
homes in the township. To Mr. and Mrs. Engle six children have
been born, four of whom are living: Orion, "William J., Emily I . ,
and Stanley Q. Two died in infancy. The whole family are
members of the United Brethren Church—the parents having become such twenty years ago.
Bavid A . Fries, farmer, was born in Frederick County, Virginia,
"November 8, 1829. He was a son of Jacob and Harriet (Babb)
Fries, who were born in the state of Virginia, where they were
married, and lived until the spring of 1830, when they came to
Ohio by team and wagon, and settled in Caesar's Creek Township,
temporally, and afterwards lived in various parts of the county,
following teaming as a vocation until his death, which occurred in
1837, at the age of thirty-five year. Was born in the year 1801.
They were parents of seven children, of whom are living, Susan
Adams, Julia Whittington, Harriet Stull, and Bavid A . The deceased are Catherine J., James M . , and Clarrissa R. Mrs. Fries
was born in 1801, and is still living at the ripe old age of seventynine vears. The subject of this sketch was reared to farming, aud
milling pursuits, which he followed jointly until 1870. He was for
about fourteen years, proprietor of wdiat is known as the Trussler
mills, on the Bittle Miami, in Sugar Creek Township. Since 1870,
he has given his attention exclusively to farming. He owns seventyfive acres of land in the southeastern part of the township. His
land is mostly in cultivation, and well improved. He came here in
early childhood, in his mothers lap, and has a distinct recollection
of the long ago. He has cut wheat in Xenia, wherê the Catholic
Church now stands, and has played ball at the Chamber's corners,
besides throwing mud from the race, where J. Thomas Harbine's
mill now stands; all of which was done before the iron rail reached
Xenia. He was married in 1855, to Martha J. Owen, daughter of
George Owen, by whom he has six children, Malinda H , George
H , James W., Winnie, Laura B., and Roscoe L . Mrs. Fries was
born in Xenia, May H, 1831. Politically he is a Democrat, having
always voted with that party upon all questions at issue. He is
one of our self-made men. having begun life empty handed, yet by
•
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enterprise, and judicious management, has built up a good property.
He has Taken much interest in schools, giving his children good
educations. I n 1863, during tiie draft, in eight days time, be raised
a company in full lacking s¡.\ men. advancing money from his own
pocket, and canvassed this school district to aid the cause.
David Garlongh, farmer, son of Adam and Catherine (lianes)
Garlough, was born in the northwest quarters of this township,
A p r i l 2, 1808. His father was born iu Washington County, Maryland, in 1786; his mother in the same county and state a few years
later. Their early life was passed iu the place of their nativity, where
they received their educution, his father being a good- general
scholar, and afterwards became proficient in the English language.
Grandfather Adam Garlough, came with his family to Ohio, in the
fall of 1807, locating on land in this township. Their goods were
sent down the Ohio River to Cincinnati, the family coming overland by teams. The trip occupied about eight weeks.
M r . Garlough, sen., and a M r . Hanes, were here some years previous, and
purchased land. M r . Hanes never returned, but his family came,
and occupied the land. Grandfather Garlough purchased three
quarters of a section of land, one-quarter for each of his children.
Erecting a cabin, into which he moved his family, he began the
work of clearing. His wife died soon after coming here, after
which he married the mother of Samuel Puterbaugh. He died between 1820 and 1825, aged upwards of seventy years. Adam, the
father of our subject, was married to Catherine Hanes, in this
county, in the winter of 1807 and 1808. She, with her brother and
his family, came in 1807 their trip being made on l^orse-back.
They located on land now owned by their son, Arthur, in the northwest part of the township, where they made a permanent home for
many years. He was a member of the German Reformed Church,
while his wife was a Lutheran.
They lived together as man and
wife forty years before being separated by death.
She was born
A p r i l 22, 1788, and died A p r i l 19, 1852. Several years after her
death, he went to Minnesota to visit a son, aud while on his return,
was taken sick in Warren County, Illinois, at the residence of
another son, where he died iu 1856, aged about seventy years. They
were the parents of eleven children, of whom ten are living:
David, Jacob, Otho, Adam, Arthur, Jonathan, Henry, Francis, and
Jane. One died in infancy. At the age of eleven years, our subject held the plow, from which time he made a f u l l hand in all def

BEAVER CREEK TOWNSHIP.

599

partments of the field. He remained with his father, until past
twenty-three years of age.
His sons were all raised to sobriety,
and industry, and through their combined efforts at their father's
death, he owned 1,100 acres of land, principally all in Beaver Creek
Township. October 1, 18o2, he was married to Rebecca, daughte
of Henry and Mary C. Weaver, who were among the pioneers;
after marriage, he located where he now resides.
Here they have
since lived, and reared a family of four children, Mary C , (now
Mrs. W m . Needles) ; Hattie, (now Mrs. S. K . Rahn) ; Alexander H . ,
and Jennie.
Two children, Martha and an infant, are dead. He
and his good wife have lived together nearly half a century, and
have seen many of the changes take place that have transformed
this county from a wilderness, to a garden of peace and plenty.
Thej are members of the German Reformed Church of nearly
fifty years standing. He has served as trustee of the township,
besides other offices of a local nature.
Jacob Garlaugh, retired farmer, Harshmanville, was born in section eleven, Beaver Creek Township, in 1810, and is a son of Adam
Garlaugh, whose life history appears in this work." He was reared
on the farm, where he remained working for his father until he attained his majority, and received his meager education in the subscription schools. I n 1810 he was married to Anna E. Miller, by
whom he had thirteen children, nine of whom are living: Lydia
A., Edward 0., Zachariah T., Mary J. and Martha B., twins ;
Hanes, Harriet V., Jacob L., and Sallie B . The deceased are Oliver, William A . , and Alice. A f t e r his marriage he located in
Montgomery County, this state, where he lived six years, and followed farming. A t the end of this time he moved to Bath Township, this county, on land where he has since resided. M r . Garlaugh has been very successful in life, having accumulated one
thousand five hundred acres of land, besides a large chattel property. Mrs. Garlaugh is a member of the United Bresbyterian
Church, with which she has been connected for many years.
Their son, William A., was a member of Company C, One Hundred and Fifty-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, enlisting in May,
1864. He was i n some of the closing battles of the war, and at
New Creek Station, West Virginia, August, 1864, was captured,
and afterwards incarcerated in Saulsbury Prison, North Carolina,
After enduring the horrors of the prison-pen until February, 1865,
hè died the most terrible of all deaths—starvation—aged about
7
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twënty-four years. Edward (). was married, January 11, 1870, to
Martha E., daughter of John C. Harshman, whose sketch appears
in this work. To them live children have been born: Edward A . ,
Oscar H., and Lulla, living; and William S., and Anna F., deceased. Edward 0. was born in 1846; his wife iu 1851.
John Ginn, farmer, was born on the place on which he now resides, February 24, 1815, and is a son of Thomas and Rachel (Xeal)
Ginn. His father was born in Ireland; his mother in Kentucky.
When a young man, his father emigrated to America, and located
in Kentucky, where he was married to Rachel Xeal. Several
years after—in 1814—he came to this county, and located where
our subject now lives, purchasing one hundred acres of wild military land. He was successful in life, and accumulated enough to
enable him to live comfortably and pay for his land, which cost
him $250, aud is now worth $10,000. A year previous to his death
be removed to Xenia, where he died at the age of eighty-four
years. Mrs. Ginu died in 1830, in the prime of her womanhood.
They were the parents of fourteen children, of whom three are
l i v i n g : Robert,'John, aud A n n . Our subject was raised on the
farm, and in 1838 married Jane Hamilton, who has borne him four
children, two of whom are living : Rachel, and James H . The deceased are William and Thomas W . A f t e r his marriage he worked for some years at different places, and finally purchased the old
homestead.
He owns one hundred and fourteen acres of land.
Mr. and Mrs. Ginn are members of the United Presbyterian
Church, with which they have been connected for many years.
His parents were members of the old Seceder Church.
W . A . Hagenbuck, physician and surgeon, Alpha, was born in
Northampton County, Pennsylvania, in the year 1831. He is a son
of Stephen and Mary (Schreiber) Hagenbuck, who were born in
the same county and state in which they were married and resided
until 1836, when they came to Ohio, and located in Fairfield, Greene
County, and followed the avocation of farming until 1876, when
they removed to Dayton, where he died October 26, 1878, aged
seventy-seven years. Mrs. Hagenbuck is still living, and resides in
Dayton. To them eight children were born, of whom six are still
living:
W . A., Elizabeth, now Mrs. David Huston; Sarah, deceased; Anna, now Mrs. Harvey Bennett; Stephen; Alice, now
Mrs. James Andrews ; Caroline, and Louis, deceased. M r . and
Mrs. Hagenbuck were both members of the German Befornied
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Church, of which he was an elder. The Doctor's early boyhood
was passed on the farm, and received the rudiments of his education in the district schools, which was afterwards developed in the
high schools in Springfield. I n 1852 he began the study of medicine under Dr. J. J. Mcllkenney, a prominent physician of Fairfield, who was his preceptor for three years, after which he entered
the Jefferson Medical College, of Philadelphia, which institution
conferred on him its diploma of graduation, in 1855. He began
the practice of his profession in Fairfield, but in 1856 located in
Alpha, where he has since given his time and attention to the demands of a large and increasing practice, being now among the
older practitioners of the county, and enjoying an enviable reputation as a skillful physician. I n 1860 he was married to Sarah J.,
daughter of John and Hettie Harbine, old and prominent settlers,
whose history appears in this work. To them four children have
been born, William, Ettie, Jennie, and Frank. Mrs. Hagenbuck
was born in Alpha, in the year 1838. The doctor has a beautiful
home in the village of Alpha, aud is enjoying all the comforts of
life, and is a man well preserved and competent to discharge the
arduous duties of his profession. He is a member of the Masonic
lodge No.
, of Xenia, with which he has been connected since
the year 1866.
Silas Hale, retired, Bellbrook, was born near Bellbrook, August
26, 1803. He is a sou of John and Sarah (Bowen) Hale, who were
probably born in Maryland. They removed to Kentucky, and in
1802, came to Ohio, and located in Sugar Creek Township, where
he engaged in farming and tanning. Though on a small scale at
first, through energy he developed a good business. I n 1338 he
moved to Indiana (Kosciusko County), where he died in 1845, aged
seventy-five years. His wife died Becember 25, 1813, aged thirtysix years. They were parents of three children, two living, Bowen
and Silas ; James, deceased. By his second marriage, with Sarah
Lewis, he had nine children, six living: Rhoda, Sarah, Martha,
Lewis, John, and Riley. The deceased are Harman, Xancy, and
Bavid. The subject of this sketch was brought up on the farm i n
the woods, and when old enough, was put to work in the tan-yard,
where he labored till seventeen years old, at which time he was apprenticed to the cabinet-making business, in Wilmington, Clinton
County, which, after completing, he returned to Bellbrook, and
prosecuted his trade for ten years. I n 1833 he turned his attention
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to mercantile pursuits, furnishing a store ou the same corner lie
now occupies. I n 1849 he was elected justice of the peace, which
he held for six years. He has also been treasurer of the township
for forty years, and is the present incumbent in office. During
President Pierce's administration he was appointed postmaster of
Bellbrook, and, though a Republican in politics, has held office
through Democratic administrations.
I n 1830 he was married to
Miriam Opdyke, by whom he has had ten children, seven of whom
are living: John, Henry. Frank, James, Silas, Dorinda, aud Mary
J.; the deceased are Bowen, Melancthon, and Angeline. Bowen
was a member of Company D, Seventy-Fourth Ohio Volunteer I n fantry, enlisting in December, 1861, and died at Camp Chase, in
A p r i l , 1862. Johu was also a member of the same company and
regiment as his brother Bowen, enlisting at the same time.
He
was discharged on account of disability, in July, 1862. Frank was
a member of Company F, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, enlisiting July
25,1861. He was in the same company and regiment as bis brother
Henry, whose biography appears in this work. He saw much
active service, passing through some of the engagements of the
rebellion. He was discharged in 1864. He was also a member of
the Second Kentucky Regiment, Company H , one hundred day
men ; served a portion of his time, and was honorably discharged.
Mr. Hale, our subject, has been fairly successful in life, and though
he started a poor boy, has, through his energy and perseverence,
combined with the assistance rendered by his wife, who has borne
with him the fatigues and labors of the day for more than half a
century, built up a good property, consisting of about one hundred
and fifty acres of land and a good property in Bellbrook. I l e and
his amiable wife are members of the Protestant Methodist Church,
with which they have been connected since 1840. I n politics he
is Republican, having always voted with that party on all questions
at issue.
Jacob Hanes, farmer, Zimmermanville, is a son of Jonathan and
Mary Hanes, whose sketch appears in this work. He was born in
this tcvwnship A p r i l 2d, 1832, and was reared on the farm, working
for his father until twenty-five years of age. I n 1867 he was married to Mary M., daughter of William K . and Sarah Stull, who has
borne him four children, Jonathan W., Francis A., Jacob L., and
Cassius A. Mrs. Hanes'parents were born in Greene County, and
had four children, Francis, Mary, John B., and Jacob. Her mother
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died in 1864, aged forty-four years. Her father was horn in 1820,
and is yet living. Francis was a member of the Seventy-Fourth
Ohio National Guards; was in the engagement at New Creek,
West V irginia. Sarah, mother of Mrs. Hanes, was a member of
the German Reformed Church. For two years after his marriage
Mr. Hanes lived on his father-in-law's farm, then located where he
now lives. He owns eight and two-thirds acres of land, which he
farms to garden products, often realizing handsome profits. He is
a coustant reader, and keeps himself well-posted on the current
events of the day. He is no political aspirant, is satisfied in living
a rpiiet, ordinary life. His estimable wife is a member of the German Reformed Church, with which she has been connected for a
number of years. She was born March 9, 1847.
John Hanes, farmer, Trebein, was born in Washington County,
Maryland, in 1824. He is a son of Adam and Sarah Hanes, who
were born in the same county and state : his father November 14,
1791, and his mother February 1, 1795. They were reared in
their native county, in which they were married June 18, 1818.
They resided there until 1831, when they removed to Ohio, their
journey being made by team and wagon. They located temporarily on the Darner farm, where they resided about five months.
During that time he purchased one hundred and ninety acres, where
our subject now lives, on which they moved in the fall of 1831.
Their land had been improved, and thus they escaped many of the
hardships which would otherwise have been theirs. Here they
made a permanent home, prospered, and at his death, the land had
greatly increased.
Politically he was an old line Whig, had no
aspirations for official honor, yet served as trustee of his township.
He is a member of the Lutheran Church, she belonging to the
German Reformed. They were parents of eight children, five
living : Samuel, John, Luther, Lucretia, and Mary J. ; the deceased
are A n n Maria, David, and David E. Mr. Hanes departed this
life June 6, 1865, his wife preceding him June 12,1858. John was
a member of Company D, One Hundred and Fifty-Fourth Ohio
Nationel Guards, enlisting in May, 1864; the regiment was organized in 1863 as home guards. He was discharged at the expiration
of his term of service. His boyhood was passed on the farm, and
he obtained a superior education in the common schools.
He
remained with his parents until he was thirty-six years old, when,
March 5. 1860, he was married to Mary, daughter of John Middle-
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ton, of Ca?sar's Creek Tow nship, still residing on the old homestead.
He is a Republican, and has held the office of trustee and land
assessor, each, two years. He owns two hundred and thirty acres
of land under good cultivation, well improved, and one of the most
delightful places in this vicinity. They are members of the German
Reformed Church, with which they have been connected eight or
ten years.
Jonathan Hanes, retired farmer, Zimmermanville, is another of
the old and prominent settlers in this township. He was horn in
Maryland, in 1802; and is a son of Jacob and Mary Hanes, who
were born in the same state, where they were married, aud in 1805
immigrated to Ohio. Mr. Hanes, in partnership with a M r . Puterbaugh, purchased a flat-boat in Wheeling, on which they loaded
their goods and families, and came to Cincinnati, and from thence,
by team to this county, and located on land now owned by his son
Jacob. Five acres had been cleared, which was a great help to
him, in getting his first crop. I n his house was the first county
clerk's office, presided over by John Paul. Here Mr. Hanes and
his wife made a permanent home. He held some of the prominent
offices of the county, serving as associate judge for seven years;
was also justice of the peace many terms, and a soldier in the war
of 1812. He was successful in life, built up a large property, and
was respected and esteemed by all who knew him. He died in the
sixty-sixth year of his age. His wife survived him, and died at the
age of eighty-two years. Six children were born to them, four of
whom are living: J;,cob, Jonathan, Mary, and Frances. The deceased are Eleanor and Catharine. Our subject was reared on the
farm, and after attaining his majority, engaged in distilling, in its
season, for several }-ears. I n 1831, he was married to Mary Smeltzer, by whom he had two children, Mary and Jacob. Since his
marriage he has lived where he now resides, and owns four hundred and eighty-four and a half acres of choice farming land. He
has led rather a opliet life, having no aspirations for official honors,
though his fellow-townsmen have frequently bestowed upon him
local honors. He aud his wife are members of the Lutheran
Church, and exemplary Christians. ' I n the church, he has been a
deacon for many years. For half a century this old couple have
traveled life's journey together, as man and wife; have shared each
other's joys, partook alike of each other's burdens and sorrows,
and now. in their declining years, we find them far down the hill,
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toward the setting sun of life, but yet strong, and enjoying the
fruits of their labors, gleaned from well-spent lives.
John Harbein, deceased, was born in Washington County, Maryland, January 17,1804. Is the son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Ruber)
Harbein. who were born in Berks County, Pennsylvania, from
which they removed to Maryland, where he was engaged in milling
pursuits, and where he and his wife lived till their decease. The
subject of this sketch was reared to milling pursuits in his native
state, where he received the rudiments of an education in the district schools, and remained with his father in the mill until his
twenty-third year, when he was married to Hetty, daughter of Rudolph and Magdalene (Kauffman) Herr, who were born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1827, and the following year, in the
fall, removed to Ohio, in a team, locating in Alpha. Fitting up the
dilapidated old mill, which had been purchased the year before his
coming, he began using it, operating a distillery and saw-mill in
connection with it, until 1855. A year or two later, he built a grain
warehouse in Xenia, on the site of the oil-null now owned and
operated by J. Thomas Harbein, and also fitted up an oil-null on
Beaver Creek, by putting iu new machinery, and changing from
water to steam power. I n this enterprise he was actively engaged
until 1868, when he practically retired from active business, but
continued giving an oversight to his well-founded enterprise.
During his long life of active labor he built up an enviable reputation as an honest and efficient business man. Beligiously, he was
strongly impressed with the convictions and truths of the Bible
and Christianity, and at about the age of twenty-eight, became a
member of the Beformed Church, and during his long and eventful life was a consistent and exemplary member, being identified i n
the official capacity of elder and deacon, positions he honorably
filled. Bolitically, in early life he was a W h i g , aud upon the death
of that party, 'became a strong Bepublican. He attended to his
usual avocations up to the time he received his first stroke of paralysis,
from which he partially recovered, so as to still attend to his business. From his second stroke he never recovered, losing his speech,
and gradually failing, until he passed away, June 8, 1873. His remains are interred in Woodland Cemetery, in Xenia, where a monument marks his last resting-place. Eight children were born
to him, five of whom are now living: Jacob H . , Hettie (now Mrs.
John M . Miller), Sarah J. (now Mrs. B r . Hagenback), J. Thomas,
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ami Benjamin F. The deceased are Daniel R., who died in Denver, Colorado, February 7, 1875, aged forty-four years: Mary E.
(Mrs. David Steele), August 2,1859, near Bloomfield, Iowa, aged
twenty-five years; Ann C. (Mrs. George W . Smith), December 28,
1869, aged twenty-nine years. Of the living, all reside in the
county, except Frank, who is in Lakeport, California, and is without a family. Mrs. Harbein was born September 21,1806. Her
parents lived in Pennsylvania during their early life, where her
mother died. Her father was again married, and in his old age
came to Ohio, and settled in Montgomery County, afterward removing to Tippecanoe, Miami County, where be was accidentally
drowned in 1«58. By his first marriage he had twelve children, of
whom Mrs. Harbein is the eldest. Eight arc living at present—
Hettie, Nancy, Rudolph, Mollie, Maria, Sarah, Susan, and John.
The deceased are Jacob, Joseph, Elizabeth, and Benjamin. By his
second marriage he had one child, Anna, deceased. Mrs. Harbein,
sen., was born September 27,1786, and died October 6,1836. Mrs.
Harbein, second, was born September 20, 1784, and died in 1858.
They were members of the Mennonite Church, and both died in
the faith. Mrs. Harbein is a member of the Reformed Church,
with which she has been connected since 1829. Jacob Harbein,
son of John and Hettie Harbein, was born December 3,1832. His
early life was passed at home, where he received the rudiments of
an education in the common schools, which was developed by a
year's study in a higher institution. When old enough, he was
employed in the distillery and mill, which were operated by his
father, and when the latter could no longer take charge of the
business, his brother Daniel and himself succeeded their father,
carrying on the business until 1867, when Daniel withdrew, and his
brother Frank succeeded him, till 1873, when, on .account of i l l health, Frank also withdrew, and went West. Since then, Jacob
has carried on the business individually. Politically, he is also Republican. Daniel R. Harbein was born in what was the first court
house in Greene County, June 21, 1830. Was married to Harriet
F. Huston, April 19, I860. She was a daughter of Israel Huston.
Daniel was a public spirited and good business man, and died in
Denver, Colorado. His remains were brought home, and interred
in Woodland Cemetery, at Xenia, and was loved and esteemed by
all who knew him.
Dauiel Harner, far mei', Byron, was born near where he now lives,
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in 1825, and is a son of George Harner, deceased. In 1850, he was
married to Elizabeth Huddleson, by whom he had four children,
two of whom are living : Frances and Daniel L . The deceased are
Elizabeth C. and Sarah H . Mrs. Harner died in 1861, aged twentyeight years. She was a true and loving wife, and an affectionate
mother. After her death, M r . Harner enlisted in Company E,
Seventy-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and passed through many
of the hard-fought battles of the war—Stone River, Chiekamanga,
Nashville, Franklin, Lookout Mountain, the seige of Atlanta, and
was with the intrepid Sherman on his glorious march to the sea.
Re-enlisted in Ringgold, Georgia, in 1863, and carried the musket
throughout the war. Besides the above prominent battles, he participated in many skirmishes, which were almost an every-day occurrence. Was discharged in 1865, arriving home on the I t h day
of July.
Simon Harner, retired farmer, was born on the place on which
he lives, in the year 1810, and is a son of John, and Sarah (Koogler) Harner. His father was born in Germany, who with his father,
emigrated to America when thirteen years old. They settled on a
farm in Bennsylvania, where they lived till their removal to Ohio,
locating where the city of Cincinnati now is. After remaining
several years, they came and settled where Simon now lives. Several years before he was born, they purchased a section of wild
land. They were successful in life, leaving at their death, five hundred and seventy-three acres of choice farming land ; were both
members of the Lutheran Church from childhood, aud he died at
the age of seventy-five years, she at the remarkable age of
one hundred and two years, and some months. A t this great age,
she was remarkably active, having good use of her mental and
physical faculties. The boyhood of our subject, was passed on the
farm where he lives, remaining with his parents till twenty-one
years old. I n 1838, he was married to Sarah, daughter of Jacob
Wolf, by whom he had ten children, nine living, William Christina,
Rebecca, Mathias, Amos, Leuora, Marcellus, Cassius, and Lincoln,
infant, deceased. He owns four hundred and seventy-six acres of
land, mostly in cultivation, and well improved, and is a membèr of
the Lutheran, and his wife of the Reformed Church, both having
been members for many years. His son William, was a member
of Company C, One Hundred and Tenth, Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
served throughout the war, and was in a number of the hard fought
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battles, was severely wounded in the wilderness fight, also at W i n chester, where he was taken prisoner, and held two months before
exchanged; was sergeant of his company, and made a lieutenant
before the close. Mathias was a member of the One Hundred and
Seventy-Fourth Ohio National Guard, served his term, and was
honorably discharged.
John (3. Harshman, farmer, deceased, was born in this township,
in 1807, and is a son of Philip and Frances Harshman of Maryland, who were among the pioneers of this county, living in their
wagon till they could erect a house on the land they first settled,
where they lived and died. Were the parents of six children, of
whom only two survive. Our subject was raised on the farm, on
which he labored for his father, until he was twenty-one years of
age, receiving his education in a school house made of logs, slabs
for seats, and greased paper for window lights. I n the year 1841,
he was married to Anna M., daughter of Samuel Miller, by whom
he had nine children, of whom seven are living, Sarah E., Ephriam
F., Anna M., Martha E., Reuben M., Freeman, and Lincoln.
The
deceased are Samuel I L , and Mary C. A f t e r his marriage, he came
to the farm on which his widow now lives. He originally purchased two hundred acres of woodland, erected a small cabin, and
with his bride, occupied the same. They cleared the land, were
prosperous, and by their united efforts, succeeded in adding to
their original purchase, and at his death, he owned four hundred
acres. He was a man of more than ordinary mental ability, and
loved to investigate the principles of science and theology. Their
son, Samuel H . , was a member of Company C, Seventy-Fourth
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, enlisted first in the one
hundred day service, after which he enlisted in the same regiment
for three years, and was in some of the hard fought battles. A r m y life
broke down his health. He died at the age of twenty-three. M r .
Harshman was a man held in high respect, occupying positions of
honor and trust. He departed this life, June 27,1880, having lived a
long, and well spent life. M r . Harshman, was born in this township, in 1810. His parents came from Pennsylvania, Lancaster
County, about 1817. living here till their death, the father at the age
of sixty-three years, the mother at the advanced age of four score
and four years. To them seven children were born, four living.
Samuel, Martha, Anna M., and Alosa. The deceased are John,
Daniel, Reuben, and Eliza.
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Adam Hawker, fermer and minister, was born where he now
lives, in 1813. He is a son of Andrew and Susanna (Coy) Hawker
who were born iu Maryland, where they were married. I n the year
1800 they came to this county, and located on the farm adjoining
the one on which their surviving child resides. They were parents
of ten children, nine deceased, Jacob, Frederick, Abraham, Elizabeth, Mary, Catherine, Susanna, Eve, and Barbara. From childhood
they had been members of the German Reformed Church, and
were very exemplary people. He died August 10, 1850, aged eightytwo years; she departed this life, November 19, 1867, aged ninetythree years. M r . Hawker was reared on the farm, and received
a limited education in the common schools. November 10,1836, lie
was married to Hannah Westfall, a daughter of John and Mary
Westfall, of Maryland, and who were early settlers of this county,
in which they died. He was a soldier in the war of 1812. A f t e r
his marriage, Mr. Hawker settled on land where he has since lived
and gave his attention to farming, till the fall of 1871, when he entered the ministry ; though previously he had been au exhorter.
To them nine children have been born, seven living, David W.,
John A., Jacob, Adam F., Mary C , Harriet, and Pamelia.
He
owns one hundred and sixty acres of land, which is nicely improved.
Mrs. Hawker was born in this county, June 15, 1819. Their children are all members of their church. Mr. Hawker has served as
trustee of the township for live years.
Jacob Hering, retired farmer, was born on the place on wdiich
he resides, June 9, 1808. He is a son of Jacob and Barbara (Richenbaugh) Hering, who were born in Switzerland, where they* were
married, and after two children were born to them, Elizabeth and
Margaret, in the year 1793, emigrated to America, and located
in Frederick County, Maryland, where they resided till 1806, the
time of their coming to this county.
Their journey was made by
team over the mountains, to Wheeling, Virginia, aud from that
place down the river to Cincinnati by boat, then overland hither,
He purchased a section of land, on wdiich a small cabin had been
erected, and a few acres cleared.
Into this he moved his family,
which gave them shelter, till 1812, when he built a brick house,
in which our subject now lives, it being one of the first erected in
the township. Here this old couple of pioneers lived, cleared
up a portion of their land, and made their improvements.
They
were parents of four children, oí whom our subject alone survives.
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Barbara was bora on the home farm. He was born in 1763, died
June 2, 1836, aged seventy-two years. Barbara, his wife, was born
in 1770, died February 10, 1810. They were life-long members of
the German Reformed Church, and were strict observers of scriptural truths. The boyhood of uur subject, passed as was common
with pioneer boys, and he received a good education for that day.
He remained at home till he attained his majority, at which time
he began life for himself. February 3, 1831, he was married to
Mary, daughter of Ebenezer Steele, by whom he had nine children,
four of whom are living, Amanda, born December 2, 1831; Ebenezer, born in 1832; Henry H . , born October 31,1810; Albert H., born
December 16, 1815. The deceased, Johu W., born March 10,1831,
died August 23, 1835; Xaney A., born July 16, 1835, died October
1, 1836; David E., born October 10, 1838, died June 10, 1811; A n geline, born February 1, 1837, died in March, 1874. Ebenezer was
married to Mary E. Lantz; Augeline was married to Bester Arnold;
Henry was married to Allie Murphy. They have three hundred
and thirty-five acres of land, on which to enjoy his declining years.
Mrs. Hering, died July 2, 1868, aged sixty-six years. She was a
member of the German* Reformed Church, and an exemplary
Christian woman. Mr. Hering is a member of the same church,
with which he has been connected a greater portion of his life.
His children are members of the same church, which is an enjoyable fact to their aged parents. He has tilled many of the offices of
the township trustee, supervisor, school director, etc.-, all to the
satisfaction of his constituents.
Eli A . Kershner, retired, Alpha, was born in Washington County,
Maryland, August 18, 1809. He is a son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Ankeney) Kershner. His father died February 22,1826, and
after his death, his wife, with her family, came to Ohio, in the
spring of 1828, settling in Reaver Creek Township, in winch she
lived till her decease, which occurred in 1864, aged upwards of
eightv years. Her second marriage was with Jonathan Snyder.
The boyhood of our subject was passed in his native state. Three
years after coming to Ohio, be returned to Maryland, and for
more than twenty years thereafter lived tirst in the one state and
then in the other, until 1851, when be returned to Ohio and located
in Alpha ; here be has since lived, with the exception of four years
he passed on a farm in the township. March 1, 1861, he was married to Elizabeth Steele, by whom he had two children, one living,
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Emma; Etta, deceased. Mrs. Kershner departed this Life in September, 1864, aged thirty-seven years. She was a mendier of the
German Reformed Church, as is her husband. Politically he is a
Republican, having cast his first ballot for Henry Clay.
George Koogler, retired tanner, Zimmerman ville, was born on
the old home place, near Union, August 11,1806; son of Jacob
and Kiuley (Harner) Koogler. His father was born in Pennsylvania, his mother in Germany, and when six years old immigrated
to Pennsylvania with her parents. About the year 1800 Jacob and
Kiuley, with their parents, came to Greene County, and about 1802
were married by Judge Huston, being the second couple married
in the county.
Grandfather George Harner had a small copper
still, and as Indians were plenty, he-had frequent calls from the
noble red man, who had a particular love for fire-water. Jacob
Koogler was a soldier in the war of 1812, having been twice drafted,
but only served a short time, as he procured substitutes.
They
were parents of ten children, eight of whom are living: Catherine,
George, Mary, Samuel, Solomon, Simon, Jacob, and John.
The
deceased are Mettrias and Sarah. Jacob Koogler and wife were
members of the Lutheran Church till death; he died in 1871, at
the age of eighty-six; she died previous to the late civil war, upwards of sixty years. The boyhood of our subject was passed on
the farm, on which he labored for his father until he was twentytwo years of age. I n 1828 he was married to Mary, daughter of
Matthew Black, who settled here in 1821 or 1822. For t ,vo years
after marriage, he lived on the old home farm, then moved to the
place on which Oliver Moler now lives, where he resided until 1833
or 1834, when he came to where he now lives. He erected a house,
the sanie in which he yet lives, and began the Herculean task of
clearing up his land, which in after years he got in condition to
receive"the improved implements of agriculture. On this place he
has passed nearly half a century, has seen the forests disappear,
and improved fields spring up in their stead. Owns one hundred
and ten and one-half acres of fine land, which is the fruit of energy
and untiring industry. Mrs. Koogler died about 1850, aged fortyone or forty-two years. To them nine children were born, six
living- William, Mary M., Martin, Catherine, Eliza, and George.
The deceased are John, Andrew J., and Matilda. His second
marriage was celebrated with Eleanor, daughter of John Ivens,
who was born in Bennsylvania, and came to Ohio when •a man
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grown.
Six children have been the result of his last marriage,
three living:
Sarah M., Isabella 1., and Jacob K . The deceased
are Eleanor F., Elizabeth C , and an infant. M r . Koogler and wife
are members of the German Reformed Church, with which they
have been connected for ten years; they are exemplary, Christian
people, take much interest in the church, and endeavor to carry
their Christian standard high. Their children, with the exception
of one, are members of the same church, as are also two of the
'children by the first wife, which affords the parents much gratification. Mrs. Koogler was born in Huron County, in 1823.
George B. Lafong, deceased, Zimmermanville, was born in Richmond, Virginia, February 26, 1787, and was a son of George Lafong, of Bordeaux, France, who emigrated to America and located
in Richmond, near where he lived until his death. The boyhood
of our subject was passed in his native place, where he received
his education, and laid the foundation of a life that became marked after arriving at maturity. July 21, 1813, he was married to
Casandra Lovel, who was born in Bristol, England, A p r i l 22,1706.
A f t e r his marriage he engaged in mercantile pursuits, until his removal to Ohio. Enlisting in 1813, he served in the war of 1812,
and acted as clerk to his superiors during his term of service.
The journey from Virginia to Ohio, in 1830, was accomplished by
team, through an almost impenetrable wilderness. Upon his arrival, he located on land near the southeast part of the township,
where he purchased one hundred aud four acres of laud, which
was partially improved. I n February, 1847, he removed to two
hundred and eight acres, on which the remaining portion of his
life was passed. He was a man of large mental calibre; a great
student, loving to delve down into the mysteries of science ; storing
his mind with a fund of general information, which intellectually
gave him superiority over his fellow man. As a grammarian he
ranked high ; excelled in history; and understood fully the principles and truths of theology, to which he was ardently attached ;
was well versed in the current events of the day, and was able at
all times to discuss them. Generous to a fault, he was ever ready
to lighten the cares and burdens of the more unfortunate wayfarer.
In his church (the Lutheran) he was an ardent and zealous member—ready at all times to assume any responsibility, however
grave, that would tend to develop and advance the cause of Christianity. Was an exemplary aud consistent Christian gentleman,
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and li eld the office of deacon in the church. His death was sudden. A week's sickness earrieddiiui beyond all earthly help and
pain, and on the 18th of A p r i l , 1875, he quietly passed away—thus
ending a long and well-spent life. To Mr. and Mrs. Lafong were
born eight children, four of whom are living: Mary, A . L . (now
Mrs. Wall), Orlando B., Elizabeth E. (now Mrs. Kemp), and Ferdinand L . The deceased are Sylvester Gr., Cassandra M., Minerva
A., and Marcellus. Mrs. Lafong is a daughter of Joseph and Mary
Lovell, who were born in England, where they were married. M r .
Lovell died in his native country. After his death his wife and
children emigrated to America, landing i u Boston, from whence
they went to Richmond, Virginia, where they remained during the
ensuing winter. Here she married .her second husband, James
Breem, and afterwards located in Kanawha County, West Virginia,
where they lived till their death. By her marriage with Mr. Lovell
she had fourteen children, of whom Mrs. Lafong alone survives.
By her last marriage she had two children, both deceased. Mrs.
Lafong is a member of the Lutheran Church, and has been for
the last quarter of a century; is an exemplary Christian lady, aud
is passing her declining years amid peace and plenty.
Jesse Lamme, farmer, was born on the place of his present residence, in 1821, and is a son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Martin)
Lamme, natives of Kentucky, who came to Ohio early in the nineteenth century, and settled near the Little Miami. Our subject is
one of nine children—Henry, Nancy, Lucy, Miranda, Marilla, and
Jessie, living, and Powell, Nathan, and Sarah, deceased. Nathan
was a captain in the revolutionary war, and Samuel was a soldier
in the war of 1812. They literally cut their farm out of the forest.
Samuel died in 1866, aged eighty-four, and his wife in 1871, also
aged eighty-four. The former was a Presbyterian, the latter belonged to the Protestant Methodist Church. Our subject was reared
on a farm, received a common school education, and in 1852 married Margaret, daughter of Samuel and Mary Spicier, of Maryland,
who bore him two children, Ida Alice, living, and Emmet, deceased.
Jesse has always lived on the old homestead, caring for his parents
during their old age. Both himself and wife are members of the
Lutheran Church. Is the owner of one hundred and seventy-three
acres of excellent land, well improved. I n politics he is a Republican. Mrs. Lamme was born in Washington County, Maryland,
in 1832, aud removed with her parents to Ohio, in 1810, locating
39
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temporarily in Knox Comity, and afterward removing to Montgomery County, where they died.
David Lamine, farmer, deceased, was horn in ("Jarrard County,
Kentucky, January 1, 1701. Was a son of Nathan and Nancy
(Ralston.) Lamme, the former a native of Virginia, and the latter of
Pennsylvania. They removed to Kentucky when they were married, and in the spring of 1706 removed to Ohio, and settled in
Sugar Creek Township, on hind where the widow of David Lamme
yet resides, making there a permanent home, as will he found in
the history of the township. Nathan was captain of a company in
the continental army, during the struggle for liberty in the dark
days of 1776, serving until the close of the war. David was a soldier iu the war of 1812. serving as a volunteer, substitute, and
drafted soldier. Nathan Lamme died in 1834, aged eighty-nine
years, and his wife died iu 1814, aged forty-seven years. Eight
children were horn to them, all of whom are dead : Josiah, W illiam,
Samuel, James, David, Jesse, Anna, and Martha. The sons, with
the exception of William, who died in Iowa, lived and died in this
county. Nathan was also a captain during the Indian war, and was
at Point Pleasant, I n this war he went as a substitute, for wdiich
service he received buckskin enough to make a pair of moccasins.
Was the first sheriff of Greene County, and also acted as assessor
of the county for many years. Was a prominent man, and stood
high in the Masonic fraternity. In religion he trained with the old
school Presbyterian Church, and was much interested in religious
matters—strict in integrity, and a strong advocate of the truths
and principles of the Bible. David Lamme was raised a farmer,
and in 1824 was married to Margaret, daughter of William and
Jane Frazier, by whom he had seven children, six living: William,
John,- Josiah, Francis, Nancy, Sarah, and Margaret, deceased. David made the home of his father his [dace of abode during his
natural life, and died September 11,1859. I n politics he w as an
old-time W h i g . Nathan, his father, was a federalist. The parents
of Mrs. David Lamme came to Ohio in 1814, and settled in this
township, south of Bellbrook, on land now owned by Matt. Morris.
On this land Mr. Frazier lived till his death, wdiich occurred in
August, 1815. Mrs. Frazier died in Sidney. May 10, 1850. They
were-parents of six children, three of whom are living: Margaret,
John, and William. The deceased are Cyrus, Sarah, and Samuel.
They were both members of the Associate Church. Francis Lam-
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me enlisted in Company E, Seventy-Fourth Ohio Volunteer I n fantry, and was discharged on account of sickness the following
year. The children of David Lamme are residents of this county,
except John, who resides in Illinois.
John Lantz, deceased, Alpha, was born in Washington County,
Maryland, August 27, 1806, his boyhood being passed in his native
place, on the farm. In 1826, he was married to Catharine, daughter of John and Barbara Rhodes, after which he engaged in milling and distilling, which he followed till 1836, the time of his removal to Ohio. Their trip was made overland, by team, consuming four weeks' time. They made a temporary stop in Hardin
County, where they remained from spring till fall, when they came
ou to Greene County, and settled in the neighborhood where Mrs.
Lantz now lives. After remaining a few years, they went to Springheld, Ohio, where he followed milling for several years, and then
came and located where his widow now lives. Officially, his ability
was recognized and sought by his townsmen, whom he served in
the capacity of trustee, and a number of the more minor offices of
the township, to the entire satisfaction of his constituents. Six children were born to them, four of whom are living: Barbara A.,
John 1)., Eliza E., and Jacob L . The deceased are Catharine J .
and Mary E. Mrs. Lantz is a member of the Lutheran Church,
with which she has been connected many years, and is a consistent
Christian lady. Barbara A. was married to George S. Lafong, on
the 19th of February, 1852, wdio departed this life, January 30,
1877. Eliza E . married John A . Harner, and has three children,
Maggie K., Jonathan H , and Ann 'J. Mrs. Lantz was born in
Maryland, in 1807, and her parents were born in the same state, in
which they lived, died, and are buried. They were parents of eight
children, two of whom are living: Catharine and Rose Ann. At
Mr. Lantz' death, he left two hundred and seventy-six acres of
laud. He was a self-made man, a hard worker, and was beloved
and respected by all who knew him. On the 11th of July, 1871,
he passed away, after a long and well-spent life.
Jacob L . Lantz, farmer, Harshmanville, was born in this township, in 1840, and is a son of John and Catharine Lantz, whose
sketch appears in this work. Jacob was reared on the farm, receiving the rudiments of his education in the district schools, which
was afterward developed in the high schools of Xenia, in which he
fitted himself to teach, under the tutorship of Professor Twite-hell.
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For nineteen years he has successfully taughl in the schools of this
county, and as an educator stands high in the profession. During
the above time he has farmed during the summer seasons, owning
fifty acres of land, which is w i l l improved, is trustee of the township, and has held other offices of the same, ami has also been a
member of the Lutheran Church for ten years, taking much interest in religious matters, being a zealous worker in class and Sabbath-school." Was a member of Company E, Seventy-Fourth Ohio
National Guards, enlisting in the spring of 1864; was stationed at
New Creek, West Virginia, and was in the engagement which took
place there; served his time, and was dischargedat Camp Dennison in September of the same year, and was sergeant of his company.
David Merrick, farmer, Alpha, was horn in this township in the
year 1820. Is a son of Joseph and Susana Merrick: his father was
born in Delaware, October 9, 1779, and Susana Boston, his wife, in
Maryland December 25, 1793. They were married in Maryland in
1814, and the following year immigrated to Ohio, locating on land
now known as the Borod* farm, where they resided some years, and
afterward lived in various places in the township. Mr. Merrick
was raised a Methodist, his father, John Merrick, being a minister
of that church. Mrs. Merrick was a member of the Lutheran
Church, until the day of her death. They were parents of five
children, four living: John, Elizabeth, Israel, and Bavid; Mary
A i m , deceased, March 10, 1831. M r . Merrick died March 3, 1857,
aged seventy-seven years. Mrs. Merrick departed this life January 10, 1873, aged eighty yurfrs. She was a great sufferer during a
portion of her life, being troubled with a spinal affection which
crippled her to a great extent, yet her energy and iron will buoyed
her up, and carried her to a remarkable age. The boyhood of our
subject was passed on the farm, and he received the rudiments of
his education in the common schools, which was afterwards developed in the schools of Dayton, by study at home, by which he
fitted himself to teach, a profession he followed for twelve years in
the schools of the township. I n 1859 he was married to Ann t i llable, daughter of Samuel Kable, by whom he has had nine children, seven living: Sarah E., William K., Joseph S., Emma M . ,
Ellen G , Mattie J., and Benjamin B . ; the deceased are Anna H.,
and an infant. After marriage he located near Shakertown, where
he resided till 1865, When he purchased the land on which he now
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lives. He owns one hundred and twenty-five acres, which arc well
improved. Mrs. Merrick is a member of the German Reformed
Church., David Merrick is one of our self-made men, having begun
life without a dollar, and by hard work and good management has
built up a good property. Politically he is a Republican, having
always given his influence to that party upon all questions at issue.
Mrs. Merrick w as born in Osborne, Greene County, April 21,1837.
Frederick Miller, farmer, Dayton, was born in Frederick County,
Maryland, August 8, 1820. Is a son of Jacob and Judith Miller,
who were born in the same county in which they resided till their
removal to Ohio, in 1834. They located seven miles northwest of
Dayton, where they lived a few years, then came to this county,
where they lived many years, and until Mrs. Miller's death, which
occurred February 5, 1850, aged fifty-three years.
Frederick's
father survived his wife, and while on a visit to a daughter in Fulton County, Illinois, in 1879, was taken sick and died in the
eighty-third year of his age. They were parents of nine children,
seven living : Frederick, Mary, Margaret, Daniel, John, and Susan ;
the deceased are Elizabeth and Joseph. The latter was a member
of Company E, Ninety-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He enlisted in 1862. and in the battle of Perryville, Kentucky, October
8, 1863, was shot dead instantly; he fell with his rifle in his hands
and his face to the foe. His remains were brought home and interred in the family cemetery. A wife and three children were left
to mourn his sad death. The boyhood of Frederick was passed in
a manner usual to youth, i. e., attending school and performing odd
jobs until old enough to do a man's work. About 1844 he was
married to Lydia Aley, who has borne him eight children, seven
living:
Anna, David, Edwin A., Charles, William, Burton, and
Oscar; Emma, deceased. He owns one hundred and three acres
of land, which is in a high state of cultivation and well-improved.
Frederick's mother was a member of the Lutheran Church, and
his wife is a member of the United Brethren Church. He has been
trustee of the township one term, besides holding other local offices. Is a Republican in politics.
T

William J. Miller, farmer, Beaver Station, was born in Beaver
Creek Township in the year 1834, and is the son of James and
Sarah Miller. His father was born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, in 1807; his mother. Sarah Harner, in this townfhip, and
was a daughter of John Harner, whose history appears in this
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work. Mr. Miller, when a.young man eame with old Mr. Harbein
to this county, and followed carpentering. A f t e r bis marriage with
Sarah Harner, he labored on the Harner farm for several years,
when he purchased the property on which his son William now
lives, making a permanent home here till his death, which occurred
in September, 1874, aged sixty-seven years; his wife departed this
life March 20, 1870. They were parents of two children, both
living, William J. and Sarah J. (now Mrs. Davis). They were
members of the Lutheran Church throughout their entire lives.
Mrs. Miller having been a member for many years, and her husband for several years before his death. Our subject was reared on
the farm, laboring thereon for his father till he was twenty-one
years of age.
Received but a common education iu the district
schools, as advantages in his time were meagre. His first marriage
was celebrated May 19, 1864, with A n n E. Price, by whom he had
one child, John G. Mrs. Miller departed this life October 31,1865,
aged twentv-one years. The second marriage was consummated
with Sarah E. Steele, August 18, 1868, by whom he has had sixchildren, five living: Jessie F., William L., Clarence 0., James A . ,
and Sarah E. ; Annie, deceased. M r . Miller came to the place on
which he now resides some forty years ago, aud since has had no
other place of abode.
He owns seventy acres of land, mostly in
cultivation and well-improved. M r . Miller and wife are members
of Christian churches, he belonging to the the Lutheran Church,
she to the German Reformed Church, both having been -members
of their respective churches for many years.
His deceased wife
was a member of the United Brethren Church. Politically he is a
Republican, having always given his influence and ballot to that
party upon all questions at issue.
Ira S. Owens was born March 1, 1830, in Greene 'County, Ohio,
two and one-half miles south of Xenia. Was married to Miss
Malinda Middleton, Becember 13, 1855. Enlisted in the SeventyFourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry October 7, 1861 ; was finally discharged from service July 18, 1865. The following October he
removed, with his family, to Putnam County, Indiana, aud remained
there until October, 1869; but his wife dying October, 1869, he
moved back to Yellow Springs, Ohio, and there wrote " Greene
County in the War," which was published iu Xenia, by the Torchlight Company, March 21, 1872. Was married to Miss Catherine
Beal, and soon after removed to the farm on which he now resides,
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in the southwest corner of Beaver Creek Township. Four children were horn to him by his first wife, two boys and two girls.
Present address, Dayton, Ohio.
Henry Ridenour, retired farmer, was horn in Franklin County,
Pennsylvania, in the year ISO". When three years old, his parents
removed to Maryland, where young Henry received the rudiments
of his education. A t the age of ten, his father went to Virginia,
in which state be remained with his parents till attaining bis majority, when he returned to Maryland, where he was married in
1829, to Mary Ann Highland, of Washington County. Bí the fall
of his marriage, removed to Ohio, and settled in Knox County,
where he resided three years, then came to this county, and located
at Harbine's Mill, near which bo lived for three years, then came
to where he now resides. l i e owns fifty-three acres of land, all
under cultivation, and well improved, making a delightful place in
which to pass his declining years. To them five children have been
horn, four living, Ann Patience, -lohn R., Thomas .1., and Mary E.
Upton was killed by an accident at Beaver Station, in 1862, aged
twenty-five years. John R., was a member of Captain Guthrie's
Company, of Colonel Stephenson regiment, Ohio National Guards,
and passed through some of the engagements at the (dose of the
war. Mrs. Kidcuour died March 1, 1875, aged sixty-eight years.
She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, having joined when seventeen years old, and lived and died a consistent, and exemplary Christian woman.
John M . Shank, farmer, was born in Sugar Creek Township, in
the year 1824, and is a son of Henry and Barbara Shank, wdiose
sketch appears in this work. His boyhood was passed on the farm,
laboring thereon for his father, until he was of age, when he engaged in mercantile pursuits in Bellbrook, to which he gave his attention for one year and a half; disposed of his stock, and turned his
attention to the farm, in the above township, on which he labored
until 1850, when he was married to Lydia, daughter of Mounts
Hawkins, who has borne him him six children, Jennie, Charles O.,
Henry I L , Joseph G , W i l l y A., and Davis H . A f t e r marriage, he
removed to Cedarville, and for one year was engaged in the manufacture of lime, after which he removed to Xenia Township, where
he carried on a farm for one year, then purchased property in
Xenia, in which he resided one year, and engaged in whatever
would produce an honest dollar.
Next, his brother George and
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himself, purchased the Comible farm <>f one hundred and eightytwo acres, onto which he moved, and resided for six years, when
he sold to his brother, and returned to the old home farm, which
he afterwards purchased, and lived on for three years, then sold
out, and purchased two hundred acres where he lives—has since sold
down Iiis farm to sixty-three acres. He and his wife are members
of the Lutheran Church, of many years standing, and take much
interest in religious matters. Politically, Mr. Shank is democratic
in s-eneral elections : in local contests, votes for the man regardless
of party.
Absalom Shank, farmer, w as bom in Frederick County, Maryland,
May 6,1813, and is a son of Henry, and Barbara (Crumbaugh)
Shank, who were horn in Maryland, both being of German extraction. They were married in 1812. and in 1814 came t.. Ohio, by
teams and wagons, their journey occupying four we< kn and one
day. They remained south of Dayton the first winter, then settled
in Sugar'Creek Township, and for two years worked on leased
land, which in conjunction with his saddlery business, enabled him
to keep his family, and save enough to buy one hundred and nine
acres of land, for wdiich he gave $1,000. Here he made a permanent home till his wife's death, May 12, 1803, aged seventy-seven
years, when he came to our subject's residence, where he died in
18G7, aged eighty-three years.
They were parents of seven children, five living, Mary C., Margaret. George 11., John M . , and
Absalom. The deceased are Jeremiah and Solomon
They were
members of the Lutheran Church, and worthy Christian people,
reared their children to sobriety, and to observe Christianity. Our
subject was reared on the farm, and labored for his father till of
a"-e. April 0, 1837, he was married to Martha Ank. noy, by whom
he had twelve children, eight living, Julia A. F., Mary M., Martha
J., Henry, Lewis F., George M., Jacob A., and Horace. The deceased are Oliver L . , David H . , William and John ST. The latter
was a member of the gallant One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Regiment, I n the great charge upon Lookout Mountain, he was the
second man to scale the enemy's parapet, and gain the top of the
mountain. He died from sickness, January 4, 18ti5. His remains
were brought home, and interred in the family cemetery, where a
monument marks his last resting place, aged twenty years
Mrs.
Shank died in 1803, aged forty-five years. September 22 1867, be
was married to Margaret Fauber.
He owns two hundred and
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thirty-one acres of land, on a portion of which he has lived since
1829. He and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church, and he
has been deacon and elder for a number of years; is also one of the
trustees of the church.
John Snyder, farmer, and justice of the peace, was born in this
township, in the year 1822, is the son of Jonathan aud Sarah (Miller) Snyder, who were born iu Washington County, Maryland, in
which they were reared, and after attaining majority were married,
and aboùt 1814 they emigrated to Ohio by team and wagon, and
located in this township, buying the Trebein Mill, which he operated until 1836, when he sold to his son, and turned his attention to
farming for ten or twelve years, and in 1858 departed this life.
His mother died in 1835 or 1836. They were parents of thirteen
children, of whom are living, Henry, Simon, Mary, Margaret, and
John. They were members of the German Reformed Church,
with which he was prominently connected before his marriage,
serving his church as deacon and elder, and was the latter when he
died, aged seventy-four years. During his life, he was successful
in business management, leaving at his death a property worth $30,
000. The boyhood of our subject, was passed in the' mill until
sixteen years old, at which time he went on the farm, laboring for
his father until he was twenty-seven years old, then engaged in the
oil mill business for some time, then engaged in the mercantile business in Alpha, which he followed for nine years, afterwards turned his attention to farming, threshing, and butchering. He has a
lot of seven'acres near Alpha, which makes him a pleasant home.
Politically, he is a Republican, having always given his support and
influence to that party; has held the office of justice of the peace
for ten consecutive years and is the present incumbent; been clerk
and treasurer for two years each. He was married to Elizabeth,
daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth Kershner, whose sketch appears in this work. To them three children were born, two living,
Owen and Eli W., Emma deceased. His wife is a member of the
German Reformed Church, with which she has been connected
thirty-five years. He is a member of the Xenia Lodge Xo. 52,
Odd-fellows, and Encampment No. 20—belongiug to the subordinate since 1848, and to the encampment since 1849; having passed
all the chairs; is Past Grand and Chief Patriarch.
-

Philip R. Spahr, Alpha, was born in Xew Jasper Township, this
county, in the year 1850, and is a son of Gideon S. and Amanda
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Spahr, whose sketch appears in this work. Philip was reared on
the farm, and received the rudiments of an education in the district schools, which was afterward developed by a three years'
course of study in the schools of Xenia,.from which he graduated
in 1871, after which he was employed by Williams & Merrick, four
months, as book-keeper. In 1872, he was employed by J. H . Harbein, of Alpha, as book-keeper, giving complete satisfaction. I n
1875, he was married to Martha E., daughter of Abraham Cyphers,
by whom he has had three children, Amanda, Ralph E., and Walter R., the last two deceased. Politically, he is one of the strong
Republicans, with whom Greene County is so well supplied. Mrs.
Spahr was born in this township, in the year 1854.
Jacob B. Stine, retired farmer, was born in Washington County,
Maryland, in the year 1803, and is a son of Matthias and Frances
Stine, who were born in Pennsylvania, near Little York. They
settled in Maryland, on a farm, where they lived and died, she dying in 1805, and he in 1827. They were parents of five children,
of whom all are dead but Jacob, whose boyhood was passed on the
farm, in his native county, having no opportunity of obtaining an
education. " A f t e r coming to Ohio, he succeeded in obtaining a
year's schooling in a house without a floor, and with a very inferior
teacher. Is a great lover of books, and all through life he has
been a searcher for knowledge. When in Maryland, in 1825, he
was married to Mary Hanes, and the first year after his marriage,
worked on the farm, after which he began weaving, a business he
followed four years. I n 1830. he immigrated to Ohio, the journey
occupying three weeks' time, and located in this township. For
several years he labored on leased land, when his accumulations
enabled him to purchase eighty acres, on which he built a cabin,
moved into it with his family, aud began the almost herculean task
of clearing up and improving his land, which, in the course of time,
was accomplished. A t present, Mr. Stine owns one hundred and
thirty-six acres of choice land, all under cultivation, and improved.
Three children have been born to them, Benjamin, John D., and
Henrietta, the latter dying at the age of six years. John B . is
editor and proprietor of the Xenia Torchlight. Mr. and Mrs. Stine
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with wdiich he
has been connected since the age of twenty-seven. Is much interested in educational matters, and has given his sons a good education, John being a collegiate, and a talented man.
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William Tobias, farmer, Alpha, was born in Beaver Creek Township, March 14,1821, and is a son of Samuel and Elizabeth Tobias,
who were born in Bennsylvania, in which state they were married.
I n an early day of the settlement of this county, they located in
this township. Death came to him in the fall of 1827, when yet a
young man. Afterwards his wife was married to M r . Swigert, and
lived to the age of seventy-two or seventy-three years. To M r . and
Mrs. Tobias, sr., six children were born, five living: Mary M., W i l liam, Daniel, Samuel, and Catherine: Lydia, deceased. They were
members of the Lutheran Church from childhood. William was
reared on the farm, until his father's death, which occurred when
he Was eight years old, then lived with an uncle till past twenty-one
years of age. I n 1846 he was married to Sarah Swigert, by whom
he had two children, Martin and Samuel.
Mrs. Tobias died May
4, 1850, aged twenty-six years. January 29, 1852, he was wedded
to Jane Miller, who has borne him eight children, five living: W i l liam A., Elizabeth and Catharine (twins), Orville, and Newton; the
deceased are Calvin, Daniel W., and an infant. After his first marriage he located in Sugar Creek Towuship, and rented land till
1870, when his accumulations enabled him to buy eighty-six acres
of land, where he moved in 1877. He and his estimable wife are
members of the Lutheran Church, with which he has been connected since eighteen years old; his wife joined recently. She was
formerly a member of the German Reformed Church. He has
been elder and deacon of his church, positions he has held alternately for twenty years. Their children, with the exception of the
youngest, are members of the same church.
George Tobias, retired farmer, Zimmermanville, was born iu
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, in the year 1807 ; is a son of Peter
and Barbara Tobias, who were born in Pennsylvania, where his
father lived till his decease, after wdiich his mother came to Ohio.
Mr. Tobias' days of boyhood were passed on the farm in his native
county, where he obtained a limited education.
I n 1822 or 1823,
when only fourteen years of age he came to Zimmermanville, and
follow'ed carpentering for a number of years, then turned his attention to the farm, a pursuit he followed until he was seventy years
of age. I n 1830 he was married to Catherine Durnbaugh, who
bore him three children, two living, John AV. and Alary C. (now
Mrs. Wetzel) ; George, deceased. Mrs. Tobias departed this life in
January, 1878, aged sixty-niue years. She was born in Greene
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County in 1808, was a daughter of John and Catherine Purnbaugh,
early pioneers of this county. She was a member of the Cernían
Reformed Church, having been connected with it for many years,
and died as she had lived, relying implicitily on the promises of her
Savior. Mr. Tobias is a member of the Lutheran Church, having
become so in childhood. We find him, though far advanced in
life, quite strong and active for one of his age, yet the weight of
years hang heavily upon him. His son, John W., was a member
of Colonel Stephenson's regiment, one hundred day men, served
his time, and was honorably discharged.
Herman Volkenand, farmer, Alpha, was born in Hesse-Cassel,
Germany, January 26, 1826, and is a son of George and Elizabeth
(Hayes) Volkenand, who were born in the same state, in which
they were married, lived, and died. They were the parents of five
children, of whom only Herman came to America. The others,
John, Henry, George, and Elizabeth, live in the fatherland. Our
subject was reared on the farm, his father being a large land-holder
and extensive farmer. Received a good education in his native
language, attending school from the time he was six until fourteen
years old. Left his native land March 1, 1851, and landed iu New
Y o r k in April, after a five weeks' voyage, and then took a trip
through the West, visiting Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Illinois, and in the fall of the same year came to this county, and
located at Alpha, working on a farm, until he eventually bought a
small farm. Chopped wood for forty cents a cord, and boarded
himself, and also worked for eight dollars per month, in this way
making a start in the world. I n 1852, he was married to Elizabeth
Brod, since wdiich he has been very successful, now owning one
hundred and forty-three acres of fine land, well improved, a good
property in Alpha, and a property in Dayton, for which he paid
$7,000. They are parents of seven children, Leonard, Anna,
George, Harmon, John, Martha, and Elizabeth, the latter dying at
the age of eighteen. They are both members of the German Reformed Church, joining thirty years ago, he serving as a deacon
for two years. In politics he is a Democrat. Mrs. Volkenand was
born in Hesse-Cassel, in 1828.
John N . Weaver, farmer, was born in Frederick County, V i r ginia, in the year 1815, and is a son of John, and Martha (McCoole)
Weaver. His father was born in Pennsylvania, and his mother in
Virginia, where they were married. I n 1823 they removed to
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Ohio, and located in Clinton County, where they remained two
'•ears, after which they came to Greene County aud settled in
t .osar's Greek Township, w here he remained until his death, which
occurred in 1849, in the sixty-second year of his age. His mother
departed this life in 1864, aged seventy-two years. Mr. Weaver
was raised on the farm, and received his education in the common
schools. lie labored for his parents till past the age of twenty-six.
In 1841 he was married to Elizabeth Boots, am for a short time
afterward lived iu the southern part of this county, and in Clinton
County. December 26, 1866, came to where he now resides, which
consists of one hundred and seventy-three acres, nicely improved
—his house being a model of taste and convenience. To Mr. and
Mrs. Weaver four children have been born: Martha, Libhie, John,
and Mary E., now Mrs. J. E. Munger. Libhie is one of the successful educators of the country, having taught in the home schools
for a period of ten or twelve years. Mrs. Weaver was born iu
Hardin County, Virginia, in 1814.
1
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24 and 25, 1879, Tom taking the third, fourth and fifth mile heats
in 2:16i, 2:16, and 2:12}, for a purse of §15,000. The last heat he
recorded the best time know n in the world in any gait, and Sleepy
Tom's name immediately became a household word, and his fame
spread throughout the world.
BIOGRAPHICAL.

Franklin Berryhill, minister, Bellbrook, was born in Augusta
County, Virginia. March 1, 1811, and is a son of Alexander and
Bachel (Thompson) Berryhill. His mother was a neiee of Charles
Thompson, of revolutionary fame, and secretary to the first Continental Congress; a man of some executive ability, and a lover of
liberty. Alexander, father of our subject, was a Virginian by
birth and at the age of nineteen volunteered in the American
army, being under the command of General Greene. A t the battle of Guilford Court House, Xorth Carolina, in the heat of the
engagement his company was surrounded by the merciless, victorious British: commanded to give up their arms, and on doing so
he was struck on the head with a sword, producing a severe
wound, the scar of which remained until the day of his death.
Was held a prisoner by his captors two years, then exchanged;
returned to his home, and after some years married and settled on
a farm, where our subject was born. Eleven children were the
fruits of this union, eight sons and three daughters, of whom only
two survive : Matthew aud Franklin. The latter was educated in
the common schools, and afterwards took a full course at the Hanover College, in Indiana, graduating in 1837. He studied theology
under Br. Mathews, who was his tutor for three years, and then
entered the ministry of the old school Bresbyteriali Church, where
for ten or twelve years be was actively engaged in the promotion
of Christianity. Owing to ill-health, he was obliged to abandon
active work, and was honorably retired from his chosen profession.
He then sought the invigorating influence of farm life, preaching
occasionally, and working earnestly in the Sabbath-sehool. M r .
Berryhill was married January 21, 1841, to Miss Xancy Sloan, by
whom he had five children : Theodore B., Thomas C , Elmira
(wife of AVilliam Rupert), and Finette, living, and Caroline, deceased, in her thirteenth year. Mrs. Berryhill departed this life
Juue 13, 1864. I n 1865 Air. Berryhill was united in marriage
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with Miss Julia A . Cooper, of Bellbrook. M r . Berryhill owns
three hundred and seven acres of land, which is principally under
cultivation and well improved, making a most delightful place in
which to pass the declining years of a long and well-spent life.
John Bigger, farmer, Bellbrook, born in Montgomery County,
December 7, 1825; was a son of John and Mary (Bradford) Bigger,
the former was born in Kentucky ; Mrs. Bigger in Ohio. They were
married in 1824, and were parents of four children, three of whom
are now alive, John, Joseph A., and Samuel; one deceased, Binley.
Our subject was reared on the farm, where he received his education in the common schools, and remained with his parents t i l l he
attained the age of twenty-eight years, when his father bought the
farm where he now resides; he then went to farming for himself,
which he has followed ever since. He now owns a farm of one
hundred and thirty-eight acres, all in a good state of cultivation
and well-improved. l i e married in 1854, and he and Mrs. Bigger
are worthy members of the United Presbyterian Church.
Andrew Byrd, farmer, Spring Valley, was born August. 10,1813,
and is a son of Andrew and Mary (Hawlker) Byrd. He was reared
on the farm, and received his education in the common schools.
Our subject lias been doing for himself since he was fourteen years
of age, aud before he had attained his majority he had completed
his trade. I n the fall of 1832 he made a trip to Missouri. On his
return he started the cabinet business in Bcllbrook, in which he
continued for about four years. Sold out in 1839, and moved to
Miami County, where he purchased a farm. Remained about two
years, and then returned to Greene County, where he has remained
ever since. I n January, 1835, he married Sarah Bull, who bore
him live children, one of whom, Madison, is living. The deceased
are Nathan S., William F., Wilbur, Marquis, and Madison. M r .
Byrd now owns five hundred and ninety acres of land, most of
which is well improved.
James H . Bradford, farmer, Bellbrook, was born in Washington
County, Pennsylvania, May 22, 1827, and is a son of John and
A n n (Hamilton) Bradford, both of Pennsylvania. They were the
parents of nine children, all of whom are now living: Elizabeth
(now Mrs. Friend), Margaret (wife of Mr. Servis, of Dayton), Martha J. (widow of Mr. Hamilton, Roanoke, Indiana), Rev. W . G.
Bradford, Brinceton, Illinois; James I B , Ebenezer E., Catharine
(wife of Bev. C. Ewing, now missionary in Alexandria, Egypt),
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Abigail M . (wife of Thomas P. Ferguson, of Greenwood, Missouri),
and Maiw A . (wife of James Andrew, of Beavertown). Our subject was reared on the farm, and received his education in the
country schools. His father being in rather straitened circumstances, James H . was obliged to hire out on a farm, which he followed for about eight years, commencing when he was only ten
years of age. His father then purchased a farm in Washington
County, Pennsylvania, on which they remained about two years
and a half, and in the fall of 1855 sold out, removing, in November,
to Hamilton County, Ohio, where they remained a few months with
some friends, and in the spring of 1856 came to this county, purchased'the ferm on wdiich they now live, and commenced the work
of improving. Our subject was married June 24, 1866, and had
three children, of w hom John E. and Annie M . are now living, and
George G. deceased. His first wife died A p r i l 8, 1875, at the age
of thirty-seven, and on June 1, 1876, he was again married. Mr.
and Mrs-. Bradford are members of the United Bresbyterian Church.
He now owns a farm of two hundred and thirty acres, all well i m proved.
*
Thomas Cramer, deceased farmer, was born in Kentucky, in the
year 1805 ; he was a son of John and Margaret (Hoover) Cramer,
who were probably born in Maryland. About 1807 they removed
to Ohio, and settled in this township, where they lived until their
decease, he dying in 1815. The subject of this sketch was reared
on the farm, and received his education in the district schools.
Was first married with Hannah Bowen, by whom he had tw o children, both deceased: she departed this life in 1835. M r . Cramer
was again married in 184.4, to Mary M . (Getter) Crane, by whom
he had two children, both deceased, Elizabeth and Rachel. M r .
Cramer was a farmer by occupation, and previous to his death removed to Bellbrook, where he died September 16,1871, aged sixtysix years. Mrs. Cramer is a daughter of Henry and Catharine
Getter, who were born in Frederick County, Maryland, where they
were married. I n 1812. they came to Ohio and located in Warren
County, near Franklin, settling in the woods. They made a permanent home here, living and dying in the home of their adoption.
He died iu March 1875, aged ninety years; she departed this life in
1850, aged sixty-one years. They were parents of nine children,
who alf lived to be grown : Mary M . , Margaret, Catherine, Rachel,
Elizabeth, Barbara, John, Sarah, and Adeline. M r . and Mrs.
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Getter were members of the German Reformed Church until their
death, attending the old and well-known David Winters Church.
Mrs. Cramer's first marriage was celebrated with James Crane, in
18-32, by w hom she had three children, two living, William and
Catherine.
The former resides in Illinois, the latter in Missouri ;
Mary, deceased. After their marriage, they settled near Alpha,
Greene County, where they resided till his death, which occurred'
in August, 1849. He was born in Warren County, Ohio, in 1810.
Mrs. Cramer was born iu Frederick County, Maryland, January 15,
1812. She is a member of the German Reformed Church, with
wdiich she has been connected for fifty-five years, joining with her
father when only sixteen years old. She has a comfortable home
in Bellbrook, and is surrounded by the necessaries and comforts of
life, and though separated from her children by many intervening
miles, and the companions of her life by the visitant Beath, we find
her reconciled to the alternative.
Samuel Elcook, retired, Bellbrook, was born in Y o r k County,
Bennsylvania, in 1807. Is a son of William and Rebecca Elcook, of
Pennsylvania, who lived, died, and were buried in their native
state. Samuel's boyhood was passed in Bennsylvania, and at the
age of twenty-one went to Maryland, where he labored on the farm
as a hand eight or ten years. I n 1835 he came to Greene County,
locating in Bellbrook, where he followed marketing or huxtering
for twenty years, after wdiich he eugaged in keeping hote in Bellbrook for fifteen years, and during the time made considerable
improvement in the town. He exchanged his hotel property for a
farm south of Dayton, on which he lived six years, and then sold
out and returned to Bellbrook, purchasing soon after the property
where he now lives. I n 1835 he was married to Mahala, daughter
of Samuel Beaming, of Maryland, by whom he has had three children, two living, James F., and John B. The deceased, William
I L , who was a member of Company A , Thirty-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, enlisted when he was eighteen years old. A t the
battle of Cedar Creek he was taken prisoner, in which he suffered
more than pen can portray. Suffice it to say, that his boyish frame
and strength fell a victim to rebel atrocity', and died the most horrible of all deaths—starvation.
His great-grandfather,
1

Brown, was a soldier in the war of the revolution, and is buried iu
the same place. Mrs. Elcook is a member of the Old School Baptist Church, with which she has been connected thirteen years, and
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is an estimable lady. For nearly half a century Mr. and Mrs.
Elcook have traveled life's journey together, and now we find them
in enfeebled health, but enjoying their declining years amid peace
and plenty.
James Eliot, farmer, Bellbrook, was born May 4,1803, in Greene
County, Bennsylvania, and is a son of Beter and Elizabeth (Newton) Elliot. His father was born near Philadelphia, and his mother
in Belaware. They were parents of eleven children, of whom only
our subject survives, he spending the early part of his boyhood
days on the farm and around the mill, his lather being a miller.
James received the rudiments of his education in the common
schools of that day. Afterward he completed his education in
Ohio, where he, with his parents, came; and before he attained the
age of eighteen he, with his father, engaged in milling, and at the
age of eighteen he rented a mill and run the business on his own
account for about four years, and at the age of twenty-six purchased a farm containing eighty acres. He also owned and operated a saw-mill. M r . Elliot being very prosperous, kept adding
farm after farm to his possessions, till in a very short time, he found
himself the owner of six hundred and fifty acres of land. Our
subject was married to Catharine Silvers, October 18, 1828, to
whom were born twelve children, eight of whom are now living:
Mary, wife of Albert Wilson; Sarah A., wife of Matthew Berryh i l l ; Charles F., Lawson A . , Martha J., Rebecca F., George O., and
Ruth L . ; the deceased are Margaret, wife of William James, and
John, whose death was occasioned by the kick of a horse. He left
home in the evening in the flush of health, and was returned i u a
few hours a lifeless corpse. M r . Elliot is a self-made man in the
strongest sense of the term ; commencing in life single-handed, he
has accumulated property to the amount of §60,000.
G. W . Griffith, farmer, Belliirook, Avas born in Louden County,
Virginia, in the year 1813, and is a sou of Samuel and Eva (Stream)
Griffith, who were parents of eight children, of whom only our
subject survives. The deceased are John, Samuel, Daniel, Isaac,
Margaret, Nancy, and one died in infancy. G. W . learned his
trade in his native state, commencing at the age of eighteen and
completing it when twenty-one, but continued working till he came
to Ohio, in the year 1810. He worked as a journeyman one year
after coming to this state, and worked a mill for a term of three
years ; he then rented William Morris' mill, and afterward changed
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his occupation to that of farming, which he now follows. On Jannary 10, 1850, he was married to Matilda Armstrong, whom he
buried September 17, 1876, and married his second wife in September, 1878. Mr. and Mrs. Griffith are members of the Old School
Presbyterian Church. He now owns two hundred and thirteen
acres of land, all well-improved.
George M. Härmen, carpenter, Bellbrook, was born Becember
5, 1826. in Greene County, Ohio, and is a son of Henry and Bolly
(Clark) Hannen. Henry was born in Augusta County, Virginia,
September 10, 1803, and was a son of George and Cloie (Clemenger) Harmen. Henry's boyhood days were spent on the farm,
where he received his education, and at the age of seventeen he
was bound to T. H. Clark to learn the carpenter trade.
Served
three years and nine months. Mr. Harmen was married to Polly
Clark October 4, 1825, who bore him sixteen children, eight of
whom are now living: Elias B,, George M., Leonard J., William
H., Caroline B., Calista B., John and Andrew M. Our subject was
reared in town, where he received his education, and learned his
trade with his father, with whom he remained till he attained his
majority. Then he started in life for himself, and worked in Ohio
for a while; then, with some others, went west about the time of
the Kansas trouble, when it was not safe for a northern man to go
south of Mason and Bixon's line. He remained five years, however, going into business in St. Joe, Missouri, which, though very
lucrative, he sold about the time the rebellion broke out, and returned east. On his return he went into partnership with his
brother, and at the end of one year bought his interest, and continued in the same business for about three years, when-he purchased a farm, and turned his attention to farming and tobacco
raising, a pursuit he followed for about three years, then sold aud
removed to Springfield, where he worked at his trade a short time.
He returned to his native county in 1876, where he bought a farm
containing one hundred and fifty-seven acres, two miles west of
Bellbrook, where he now lives. Our subject was married to Julia
A. Shank, May 2, 1861, to whom were born three children, two
now living, Harry C. and Florence. Mr. aud Mrs. Harmen are
members of the Methodist Protestant Church.
Daniel Holmes, retired farmer, was born in Cumberland County,
Pennsylvania, in the year 1794, aud is a son of Hugh and Mary
Holmes, who came here in 1812, and settled in Sugar Creek Town-
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ship, where they lived till they died. She was a daughter of Daniel Garrison. To them six children were horn, John, Polly, Hugh,
Daniel, Samuel and William. He died in 1833, aged seventy-six.
She died in 1851, aged eighty years. They were members of the
Baptist Church, and though born in Catholic Ireland, were Protestants Our subject was first married in 1821, to Margaret, daughter
of Gaines Bain, by whom he had eight children, four living. She
dying, he, in 1812 or 1843, married Mary Lewis, daughter of Daniel Lewis,' who bore him three children, two living. IBs son John
was a member of the Second Ohio Heavy Artillery, and afterwards
in the One Hunred and Eighty-Sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
serving from 1862 till the close of the war. His last wife died 1857.
He has published pamphlets on Church Government and Slavery.
He owns one hundred and sixty-one acres of land, which is all in
cultivation and well improved. He belongs to the Congregational
Church, and has always been an exemplary Christian, and done
much to help spread the gospel. He has been a very benevolent man,
and during his life has done much for the comfort, and happiness
of the unfortunate. By bis appointment, he has made life directors of the American Bible Society, General Scott in 1859, Governor Brough in 1864, Lincoln in 1863, Colfax in 1869, Hayes in
1867, President Johnson in 1865, Grant in 1868, Governor Cox in
1866' Governor "Noyes in 1872, and Bev. John Shields in 1879.
Andrew Holmes^ farmer, Bellbrook, was born on the Montgomery County line, on land now owned by Samuel Holmes, November
10, 1827. Is a son of Baniel and Margaret Holmes, whose sketch
appears in this work. His boyhood was passed on the farm, and
he received a common school education in the district schools. In
1854, he was married to Sarah J., daughter of William and Johanna Fitton, of this county, by whom he has had seven children,
Maggie, Anna, Nettie, James, William, Mary, and Flora, the latter
deceased. After his marriage he located where he now resides,
owning one hundred and twenty-two acres of land, mostly under
cultivation, and well improved. He has been trustee of the township for a number of terms. Both himself and wife are members
of the Sugar Creek United Presbyterian Church, with which they
have been connected since they made a profession of religion, he
having served in the official capacity of ruling elder for upward of
twenty years. Both are much interested in religious matters, and
the cause and development of the Christian religion. Politically,
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he is a Republican, having always voted with that party upon all
ouestions at issue.
Joseph Holmes, farmer, Beavertown, was born on the place
where he now lives, in 1839. Is a son of Samuel and Mary (Steward) Holmes, pioneers, whose history appears in this work. The
subject of this sketch was reared on the farm, and received an ordinary education in the common schools. In 1867, he was married
to Sarah A. Borter, who bore him three children, Elizabeth M.,
Mary I . , and Sarah A. Mrs. Holmes departed this life in 1875,
aged thirty-three years. His second marriage was celebrated, in
1878, with Anna Crawford. Mr. Holmes has lived in this county
all his life. Was engaged in the hardware business in Xenia for
two years. Is a member of the Sugar Creek United Presbyterian
Church, as is also his wife, having been connected with it some
years. Bolitically, he is a Republican, and has always voted with
that party.
W.A.Hopkins, Bellbrook, was born iu Warren County, Ohio,
in 1835, and is a son of Samuel I I . and Mary A. Hopkins. The
boyhood of our subject was passed in the village of Bellbrook, receiving his education in the common schools. In 1851, he entered
the store of B. F. Allen & Co., with whom he remained fourteen
years, learning the different phases of mercantile life. In the
spring of 1865 he became a partner to his employer, Mr. Allen, for
a limited term of three years, and at' the expiration of two years
Mr. Allen failed, when Mr. Hopkins purchased the stock and continued the business for six years, when he sold to Thomas White,
and has since acted as business manager for that gentleman. November 23,1859, he was married to Hannah J., daughter of Thomas
White, by whom he has had six children, Stella, Mary M., Thomas,
Kate, Grace, and another, who died in infancy. He and his wife
have been members of the United Presbyterian Church for thirty
years. John and Francis, brothers of Mr. Hopkins, were members
of Company F, Thirty-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, served
during the war, and were honorably discharged. Mr. Hopkins is
a member of the town council and school board, offices he has held
for several years.
Archibald Huston, farmer, deceased, was born near Dayton, in
the year 1816, and was a son of John and Margaret Huston. His
early life was passed in his native place, and after attaiuing his majority came to this county. October 22, 1835, he was married to

652

HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY.

Barbara Swigart, daughter of Michael and Sarah Swigart, whose
history appears in this work. They lived for three years after their
marriage on her father's place, and in the spring of 1838 came to
where "his widow and family now reside, and made a permanent
home, clearing and improving a farm of one hundred and sixtyacres, on which is located one of the best stone quarries in the
county. To them ten children were born, Caroline, Martha E.,
Sarah E., William, Bhilena, Eliza J., Anna, Mary C , Harrison, and
George W . , the latter deceased, who was a member of Company E,
Ninety-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, enlisting in 1863, serving
two years, and passing through a number of engagements, being
instantly killed, by a shot through the head, at the battle of Rosacea,
Georgia, on the 14th day of May, 1864, aged eighteen years. W i l liam was a member of Company B , One Hundred and Fifty-Fourth
O. N . G.. served his time, aud came home uninjured. M r . Huston
was a member of the Lutheran Church, and departed this life October 11, 1875. Mrs. Huston was born in 1816, and is also a L u theran.
Nathan James, farmer, Bellbrook, was born in this state, May
13 1833, and is a sou of David W . and Rebecca (Austen) James,
who were the parents of nine children, all of whom are living :
Nathan, Emily, William, Angeline, Lydia, Julia, John, Jennie,
and Benjamin. Our subject was reared on the farm, and received,
the rudiments of his education in the district schools; afterwards
attending a graded school in Bellbrook, where he graduated. He
commenced teaching at the age of twenty-five, and continued in
that capacity for twelve years—farming during the summer season.
I n the spring of 1868 he closed his last school, and turned his
whole attention to farming. Since that time he has settled his
father's estate, and also} Mr. Hoblit's. Mr. James now owns one
hundred acres of land.'all in a good state of cultivation. Has
been township trustee for the last four years. Is a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Lewis A . Kemp, farmer, born in Montgomery County. July 30,
1825, son of Isaac, and Margaret (Herring) Kemp: they were parents of five children, three of whom are now living, Lewis A., Jacob
H . and B r . J. D. Kemp. Mrs. Kemp was a native of Germany,
and came to this country with her parents in 1805, and settled in
this county. M r . Kemp was born in Frederick County, Maryland,
in 1786, and with his parents came to Ohio, in 1806, where he re-
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mained about six mouths, then returned to his native state, and
completed Iiis education. He then became an educator, a profession he followed for about six or eight years, after which time he
married, and moved on a farm bis father gave him, where he remained till his death, December 24, 1871, aged eighty-five years.
Our subject was reared on the farm, where he received the rudiments of his education in the country schools : he afterwards completed his education in the city schools of Dayton. He commenced
teaching, December 7, 184(3 in winter, and farming summer time,
and continued for about twelve years.
In 1859 he married, and
turned his whole attention to farming, which he has followed ever
since, and now owns two hundred and four acres of land, all in good
cultivation and well improved. Mr. Kemp has filled most of the
township offices in Mad River Township, Montgomery County.
Trustee two years, assessor one year, and clerk for twelve or fourteen years, and was appointed school examiner by Judge Bagget,
and served two years and three months. He is a member of Harrison Lodge, No. 331, Odd-fellows, and has tilled many of the offices
in the subordinate lodge, and is now a member of the encampment.
He has been a consistent member of the German Reformed Church
for thirty-two years, holding the office of deacon six years, and
elder for some time, and was obliged to resign on account of removal to this county, in 1875. Mr. Kemp was married March 24,
1859, to Hester A . Taylor, to whom were born six children, five of
whom are now living, Stephen A., Josephine, Lewis A., Adia L.,
and Horace S. John T. died at the age of three years.
William S. Morris, surveyor and farmer, Bellbrook, was born in
Warren County, February 11, 1811, and is a son of Benjamin and
Mary B. (Spinning) Morris. They were both from New Jersey,
and came to Ohio in 1790. Mr. Morris at the ago of sixteen helped to build the fort at Bound Bottom, where he remained for about
five years, farming, as did most of the inmates of the f o r t ; working in the day time and doing guard duty at night. A t the age of
twenty he was married to his first wife, wdio bore him one child,
and shortly after its birth both died of the small-pox. He afterwards married Mary Spinning, by whom he had ten children,
only three of whom are now living: Isaac, Phœbe (wife of John
Herd, now living in Champaign County), and William S. The
greater part of Mr. Morris' married life was spent in Bidonville,
near Shakertowu, Warren County, where he reared and educated
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his family. Tic died while on a visit to his son William, at the
advanced age of eighty-eight. Our subject was reared on the
farm, where he received the rudiments of his education, which
was afterwards developed by a course in Lebanon College. He then
began teaching school, which he followed for about four years.
A t t h e end of that time, he engaged in engineering on the Warren
County canal, where he remained for three years, when he again
turned his attention to teaching, but this time for about seven
years. He then married, and turned his whole attention to farming and surveying, which he has followed ever since; being the
owner of one hundred and seventy acres of land, well improved.
December 31, 1845, he united his fortunes with those of Mary
Pence. To them were born twelve children, seven of whom are
now l i v i n g : Olive A , a graduate of the medical department of the
State University of Iowa, and is the first and only female graduate
in Greene County : W icklitf C , Mattie, wife of S. E. Raper, of
Bellbrook; Alice, Lucy B., Clara, and William S. The deceased
are Clara, Lucy, Benjamin, and two who died in infancy. M r . and
Mrs. Morris are members of the Christian Church.
S. B . Murphy, farmer, was born in Centerville, Montgomery
County, August, 1818, and is a son of John C. and Mary (Beck)
Murphy. M r . Murphy was born in 1790, in Kentucky, and Mrs.
Murphy in Ohio. Mr. Murphy came to Ohio in 1812, and immediately on his arrival here, enlisted to serve in the war of 1812, and
was transferred to the front at once, and went into active service.
He served during the war. and at its close was honorably discharged. Our subject was reared on the farm, and received the rudiments of his education in a cooper-shop on one corner of the farm,
and graduated in a six cornered brick school house on another corner
of the same farm, and afterwards taught one term in the same
school house. After teaching, he took a course in a higher school,
then married, and went to fanning on a farm of his father s: he
ortly remained two years on the farm at that time, then went to
Dayton and started butchering, and continued in this business three
years, when he embarked in the hotel business in Cincinnati, where
he remained for two years ; going west to Hancock County, Illinois,
he purchased a tract of land, remained one year, sold out, and went
to California, in the fall of 1852, and returned in the spring of
1854, a sadder, but wiser man. He then purchased a farm one
mile uorth of Bellbrook, and gave his whole attention to farming
7
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for about nine years, when he entered the coal trade extensively,
one year in Dayton, and nine in Cincinnati. He again went west
to Nemaha County, Kansas, and there engaged in merchandising,
stock raising, feeding and farming. He had a general store in the
comity seat of Nemaha County, where he did an extensive business
for five years, and then came back and purchased the homestead
where he has remained ever since. Mr. Murphy now owns two
hundred and thirty acres where he lives, and a large tract of land
in Kansas. Our subject was married to Miss A . Messier, March 3,
1841, who bore him five children, three of whom are now living,
Maria E., now Mrs. Bagget, William K, and Ella J. The deceased
are Albert A . and John C. S. B . Murphy has been a Mason for
forty years. M r . and Mrs. Murphy'and family, are members of the
Methodist Protestant Church.
John M . Stake, undertaker and manufacturer of furniture, Bellbrook, was born in Washington County, Maryland, in 1808. Is a
son of Anthony and Catharine Stake, who were born in Pennsylvania, and when young removed with their parents to Williamsport, where they were married. Anthony was a boat carpenter,
and built boats that plied on the Potomac. They both died in
Maryland, he at the age of sixty, and she at the age of fifty-five.
They were parents of twelve children, two living—Eli and John
M . , the subject of our sketch, who went to live on a farm in Berkeley County, Virginia, at the age of eleven, remaining there four
years, and then went to Pennsylvania and learned his trade. I n
1838 he came to Ohio, the trip being made by team in seventeen
days, and has since prosecuted his trade in Bellbrook, making
furniture and doing an undertaking business. He has held the
office of trustee for nine years, and is a member of the council. I n
politics, he is a Democrat, having cast his first vote for Andrew
Jackson. I n 1832 he was married to Harriet Shriver, of Maryland, by whom he has had eight children, George W., Catharine,
Ellen, Carrie, Thomas E., Mary, John, and Henry C. M r . and
Mrs. Stake have lived together as man and wife nearly half a century; have seen their youngest child reach the age of thirty, and
half their children married and settled in homes of their own, and
though far advanced in years, we find them in health and strength,
and bid fair to live many years to enjoy the fruits of their hardearned labor.
Solomon Swigart, farmer, Bellbrook, was born on the eld home
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farm where Michael, his brother, lives, in the year 1832. Is a son
of Michael and Sarah (Ware) Swigart, whose sketch appears in
this work Solomon was reared on the farm, and received a common education in the district schools. I n 1856 he was married to
Rebecca, daughter of Joseph Campbell, of New Y o r k , who has
borne him eleven children, seven of whom are living: Harriet,
William H . , Mary C Joseph M., Albert S., Edward, and Nannie
M . The deceased are Drusetta E., Elmer E., John W., and an infant. The same fall of his marriage he located where he now resides, and where he has since lived, owning one hundred and nine
acres of land, which is mostly under cultivation, and well improved.
I n connection with his farm he also runs a circular-saw mill, which
proves a source of accommodation to the surrounding public. M r .
Swigart and his wife are members of the Mount Zion Lutheran
Chinch, with which they have been connected for many years, and
are exemplary Christian people, taking much interest in religious
matters Joseph and Brasilia Campbell settled in Bath Township,
this county, about 1828. Mrs. Campbell is living, and resides in
the county. Mr. Campbell died of cholera, in 1843. Mrs. Swigart
was born in Bath Township, in 1835. Mr. Swigart is a Republican
in politics, and has served his district in the capacity of school
director. The Campbells belonged to the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
Michael Swigart, farmer, Bellbrook, was born on the place
where he now lives, in the year 1827, and is a son of Michael Swigart, whose history appears in this work. He was reared on the
farm, ami received an education in the common schools, which was
obtained at odd times, and was rather meagre. Michael has been
thrice married: in 1852, with Elizabeth, daughter of Solomon and
Susanna Shanks, who has borne him one child. Mrs. Swigart died
in 1853, aged about thirty years. The second marriage was celebrated in March,1855, with Charlotta Swadner, daughter of Henry
and Eleanor Swadner, of Montgomery County, Ohio, by whom he
bad five children, two living, Henry and Lincoln; the deceased
are Charles, Wilson, and Samuel. Mrs. Swigart died in 1866, aged
about thirty-four. His third and last marriage was celebrated iu
1867, with'Hannah Y . Rike, daughter of W i l l i a m and Elizabeth
Patterson, of Xenia, who has borne him two children, one living,
Oscar, born iu Knox County, and an infant. Mr. Swigart has lived
on the place where he was born all his life, and owns one hundred
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and forty-seven acres of land, all in cultivation and well improved.
Mr. and Mrs. Swigart are members of the Lutheran Church, to
which they have been connected for a number of years. He is
elder of the church, and has been acting in the capacity of deacon.
During the war, in 1863, he was captain of a company of home
guards. Politically he is a Republican.
Joel Swigart, farmer, Bellbrook, was born in this township, on
section 4, in the year 1820, and is a son of Michael and Sarah
(Nave) Swigart; the former was born in Somerset. County, Bennsylvania, in the year 1787 ; he was a son of Beter Swigart, who
with his family came to Ohio in 1808, and located in Beaver Creek
Township. Peter Swigart was born in Germany, and upon landing
in America was sold to a planter to pay his transportation. He
was father of six children, who came with him to Greene County,
in which they made homes, living here till their decease. Peter
died about the year 1839, aged eighty-two years, She departed
this life in 1827 at an advanced age. They were life members of
the Lutheran Church. Michael Swigart, father of our subject, was
twenty-two years old at the time his father came to Ohio, and about
two years after was married to Sarah Nave, who bore eight children, of whom four are living, Michael, Solomon, Joel, and Barbara
Huston, nee Swigart; the deceased are Bavid, Elizabeth, Martha,
and Sarah. After his marriage he located in Sugar Creek Township, as before described, making a permanent home here till his
decease, which occurred in February 11, 1869, aged eighty-three
years. She departed this life about 1836, aged thirty-nine. They
were life-long members of the Lutheran Church, and were much
interested in religious matters, he serving his church in the capacity of elder and deacon for many years. Politically he was Republican. Our subject was reared on the farm, and received an ordinary education in the district schools. In 1813 he was married to
Margaret Huddleston, daughter of John and Eva Huddleston, of
Beaver Creek Township, who bore him five children, three of
whom are living, Sarah J., Mary C, aud Elmira. The deceased
are Elizabeth A., and Ida B. Mrs. Swigart died in 1878, aged
fifty-three years. She was born in this county in 1825. Her
parents came here in an early day, living and dying where they
settled. She was a member of the German Reformed Church, to
which she had been connected for several years, and was a very
exemplary woman. After their marriage they located on the place
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where he now lives and has since resided. He owns one hundred
and seventy-seven acres of land, mostly in cultivation and well improved, making a pleasant home. He is connected with the German
Reformed Church, of which he has been a member for a number
of years. Politically he is a Republican.
John Turnbull, M . D., phvsicîan aud surgeon, was born m Cedarville Township, this county, March 10, 1840. His father, John
Turnbull, sen., was born near Xashville Tennessee, February 17,
1801 His mother was the oldest daughter of Judge Samuel Kyle
of Cedarville Township. She died when he was thirteen years old.
His grandfather, William Turnbull, was born in Koxboroughshire,
near Kelso, Scotland, October 29, 1757. He came to America,
August 27, 1784. His grandmother, Elizabeth Turnbull, was formally Miss Elizabeth Marshall, was born near Xashville, Tennessee,
November, 1766, She was married to grandfather, August 27,1797,
and located on a plantation near the Hermitage, the home of President Andrew Jackson.
He received his early education at the
district schools. A t the age of fourteen years, he entered the select and graded school at Cedarville; at nineteen was placed under
the tutorage of Dr. John G. Kyle of Xenia. I n 1860, attended
lectures at Jefferson Medical College of Pennsylvania, returned
home i n 1861, and enlisted as a private in Company A , Seventeenth
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at the first call for troops in the late
war. I n A p r i l 1861, was promoted to the position of hospital steward
of the regiment, engaged in the battles of Buchannon', and Rich
Mountain, was mustered out of service at the expiration of enlistment, returned immediately into West Virginia, and assisted in
caring for the sick and wounded, at the battle of Carnifax Ferry,
and bringing hundreds of them down the river to Cincinnati. He
acted as volunteer assistant surgeon of the Sixty-Fifth Regiment
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, participating in the long and forced
marches through Kentucky aud Tennessee, and in the battles connected therewith. A f t e r a hard and laborious service of nearly a
year, which he rendered gratuitously for his country, he returned
home. I n the summer of 1862, volunteered with the minute men
of Ohio, went to Cincinnati, and X o r t h Bend, Indiana, after two
weeks was mustered out, and returned to the Jefferson Medical
College, in the fall of 1862. Graduated March, 1863, returned home,
was ordered to report for medical examination for the position of
assistant surgeou in the army, at White Sulphur Springs. AVas
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successful, and on the 29th, of June, 1863, was commissioned, and
appointed assistant surgeon, One Hundred and F i f t h regiment, Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. Joined the regiment in the front of General
Eosecrans army at Tullahoma, Tennessee, was mustered into the
service July 3, 1863, and assumed the entire charge of the medical
department of the regiment, being the only medical officer connected with it. A t the ba Je of Chickamauga, Georgia, he had
three bullet holes shot through his clothes. Two men were shot
dead while he was dressing their wounds on the field. He was
taken prisoner while remaining with the wounded on the battle
field of Chickamauga, and was paroled to take care of our wounded in the rebel lines. For three days and nights after this battle,
he never closed his eyes to sleep, being kept constantly on the alert,
amputating, dressing, and caring for the wounded and dying.
Being overcome from exhaustion, on the fourth day after the battle, he sank down to sleep among the wounded on the ground. He
awoke in a few hours, and finding some old, musty, moldy, unsifted
corn-meal, which he mixed with cold water, and baked it in a
heap of ashes. This was the only diet for fourteen days.
After
the exchange of prisoners were made, and while on the way to
Chattanooga to join our army, a squad of rebel cavalry halted
them, stripped him of his clothing, watch, and all other valuables
he had, with the exception of a little breath.
I n a week or two,
he was able to return to the fragment of his regiment, and gnaw
army beef, without even a hard-tack, coffee, corn, or a square of
condensed vegetables. Barticipatecl in the battle of Bookout Mountain, and Mission Bidge. Was ordered to take charge of a ward of
sick, in third division hospital, in connection with the duties of his
regiment.
Was relieved from his hospital duties to take the entire charge of the medical departments of the One Hundred and
F i f t h Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and the Second Regiment Minnesota Volunteer Infantry.
Going home, on the 24th of May, 1865, he passed with Sherman's army in review before the Bresident of the United States, in
Washington, B . C. This was his last act with the army. The
One Hundred and F i f t h Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry was
mustered out of service at Camp Cleveland, Ohio, June 3, 1865.
After his arrival home he married his former preceptor's daughter,
Miss Josephine A . Kyle. September 7,1865, located in Monmouth,
Illinois, where he practiced medicine for a season. Returned to
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Xenia, Ohio, i n the spring of 1866, and entered into partnership
with D r John G. Kyle, his father-in-law, with whom he practiced
medicine for a few months. June 28,1866, he moved to Bellbrook,
Ohio, and opened an office, where he has been giving his entire
time'and attention to the demands of a large and increasing practice. Was chosen a member of the Ohio State Medical Society,
June 18, 1863, in session then at White Sulphur Springs, Ohio. Is
the father of two children: Jesse K . , and Pearl A . Has been
placed in nomination by his colleagues for the office of county
coroner, and on two different occasions has received the nomination for'state representative. He has been elected and re-elected
member of the town council ; elected and re-elected member of
the Bellbrook School Board, and now president of the same ; and
is president of the Bellbrook Library. He has a large library of
medical and literary works, which has cost him near one thousand
dollars.
.
Thomas White, farmer, was born in Kentucky, June 11, 1803, is
son of Stephen and Mary (Bigger) White. His father was born in
Ireland, 1768, his mother iu Maryland, 1760. Our subject's father
settled in Kentucky, in 1790, and in the year 1806, removed to Ohio,
where he purchased a tract of land iu Montgomery County, whereon
subject was reared, and received his education on the farm. A t the
age of fifteen Thomas commenced hauling produce to Cincinnati,
and from that time on, he had the management of all the business
pertaining to the farm. Thomas frequently hauled flour to Cincinnati, and sold it for $2.12| cents per barrel, and pork for $1.50 per
one hundred pounds, and at one time, traded one bushel of corn
for a gallon of whisky, hauled the whisky to Cincinnati, and sold
i t for 12i cents per gallon, taking five days to accomplish the trip.
A t the age of twenty-seven, our subject received all his father's property in his own name.
He remained on the homestead t i l l the •
year 1837, when he purchased a farm in this county, and removed
to it, and rented the old homestead. He married Maria Bigger i n
1837, to whom four children were born, Hannah J., now Mrs. Hopkins, Mary E., Armanda, and James B. M r . and Mrs White and
family are members of the United Bresbyterian Church. M r
White now owns three hundred and seventy-eight acres of land,
all well improved.
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Again, on October 22, we took more earth out of the cave, and i n
it found'one squamosal hone and two teeth of a child; one-half of
a lower jaw or right ramus of a porcupine : one skull and lower
jaw, which have since been recognized to be those of the groundboo;' or wood-chuck : several fangs and lower jaws, since determined
to belong to the rattlesnake.
On October 24 we took seives and began to sift the earth that
had been taken out of the cave. This was a very slow process, but
it paid us for our labor. We found on this day several fangs and
many vertabrae of the rattlesnake, also the left upper permanent
canine tooth of a child, which fitted in the empty socket of the jaw
bone.
October 25, we again took seives, and found four human teeth
aud two large broken incisors of some rodunt animal, wdiich have
been since recognized as those of the beaver, and several fangs of
the rattlesnake." We have also found parts of the skeletons of the
opossum, rabbit, mink, musk-rat. etc.
The age of the child was obtained by the following evidence :
When tiîe first permanent molar tooth of a child is in its place, the
child is six and one-half years old. The first permanent incisor is
cut at seven years, and the second permanent incisor is cut at eight
years. The first permanent molar teeth of the jaw that we found
were a little worn : this proves that the child was over six and onehalf years old. The first incisors were in place, with perfect edges;
this proves that the child was over seven years old. The second
permanent incisors were just coming through the jaw bone; this
shows that the child was under eight years of age.
BIOGRAPHICAL.

John Cannon, shoe dealer, Yellow Springs, was born in Miami
County, Ohio, on the 23d day of November, 1824, and is a son of
Moses and Martha Cannon. His great-grandfather came from
England in Lord Baltimore's colony: his father was a native of
Maryland, and his mother of Pennsylvania, aud Scotch descent.
His father immigrated to this state in 1820. and his mother in 1810.
They were married about the year 1821, and had a family of six
sons and three daughters. John, our subject, was the third child,
and was first married, January 31, 1851, to Miss Margaret A .
Sheets, wdio bore him two sons, Peter B. and Charles F., and died
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in 1855. He was again married, to Miss Francis A . Johnston,
daughter of Frederick and Mary Johnston, of this county, whose
father lived until his one hundred and fourth year. Peter B., a
son by his first wife, died in his third year. Nine children are the
fruits of his present marriage : Lida B., John E., Martha J., Walter L . , Frederick W., Guy L . , and George E., living; and Peter B .
and Charles F., deceased. I n July, 1862, he enlisted, and was made
first lieutenant of Company C, One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was mustered into the service October 3,1862,
at Camp Piqua, Ohio. Was in all the hard fought battles in which
this old regiment engaged, such as the Wilderness, Winchester,
Spottsylvania, Locust Grove, etc., and providentially got through
without a wound. February 5, 1864, he was mustered out on account of physical disability, and received an honorable discharge.
He received his education in Miami and Clarke counties, where
the greater portion of his life has been spent. Is a member of
Osborn Lodge, F. and A . M . ; and also, with his wife, is connected with the Presbyterian Church. Is now engaged in the manufacture of boots and shoes at Yellow Springs, and is doing a fair
share of the business of the place ; is a first-class workman, and
deserves the patronage of the entire community. When others
where at home enjoying the comforts of their firesides, he was
fighting for the preservation of the government. Such men should
never be forgotten.
V B . K . Crane, baker and confectioner, born i n Seneca County,
New Y o r k , in the year 1839, son of Edward and Evaline Crane,
natives of New Y o r k . Immigrated to Ohio about the year 1842, with
a family of four children, and had five born to them after coming
to Ohio. The subject of our remarks was married in 1861, to Miss
Rena, daughter of Thomas B . and Nancy Gilman, of Waynesville,
Warren County, Ohio. They have been blessed with a family of
four children, two of them, Beloss and Cora, dead, and Clyde and
Guy, living. He was among the men in time of the war, who drove
Morgan, the guerrilla chief, from the soil of Ohio. Enough to show
he was a lover of the old stars and stripes, and ready to take up
arms for their defence. He is a member of Enterprise Bodge No.
280, Odd-fellows, of Westborough, Clinton County, Ohio, and also
a member of the Methodist Church. He is now engaged in the
baking and confectionery business at the " Springs," and is one of
the leading men of the place, and has his full share cf custom
among the people of this county.
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Daniel S. I nndebvtrgh, constable, horn in this county, on the 12th,
day of November, 1818, is a son of .lohn and Anna Fundeburgh.
His father is a native of Maryland, and bis mother of Virginia.
They immigrated to Ohio about the year 1701. with a family of
seven children : five sons and two daughters. Our subject was married in 185G, to Miss Caroline Koch of this county. He is constable and marshal of Yellow Springs, an office be has filled for
some thirteen years. He has always been a staunch Republican in
politics, and has taken an active part in elections. When old
uncle Abe was elected, he was one of the men who fired the cannon,
and, in loading, the gun was aceidently discharged and carried away
his hand, a lasting remembrance of the election. He still holds the
office of constable and marshal, and in all probability will for many
years to come, as be is very faithful and fearless in the discharge of
his duty. He received his education in this county, where his youth
was spent, and in which he likely will end his days.
J. D. Hawkins, merchant, YYllow Springs, was born in Maryland, A p r i l 25, 1832, and is a son of Abram and Anna (Kuhn)
Hawkins, both natives of Maryland. They had a family of eight
children, five of whom are living. The subject of this sketch came
to Ohio in 1852, walking nearly all the way from Cumberland,
Maryland, and after landing in Ohio, commenced working for Hon.
Aaron Harlau, and cut and put up about three hundred cords of
wood, the first winter in Ohio ; he then worked in the warehouse
of Stewart Brothers for one year, and on December 8,-1853, was
married to Miss Louisa Baker, daughter of Isaac Baker, and niece
of Brinton Baker, of Xenia, who bore him four children, all dying
in 1863, within one week; their names were, Albert M., Anna E.,
Eddie W., and Harry. He enlisted in Company B , Captain Tully's
Forty-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel I . S. Gilbert, for
three years, and was honorably discharged.
Is a member of the
Masonic order, and also of the Independent Order Odd Fellows.
Voted the Democratic ticket in 1853—1—5; after that, when the Bepublican party was born, he has voted that ticket solid. Through
his unswerving energy, faithfulness to business, and honest, scpiare
dealing, he has gained a reputation worthy the confidence and support of all good, honest people. • He is now engaged in the dry
goods business at Yellow Springs, and is doing his full share of
the business of the place. Has filled the office of corporation treasurer for twelve years, and that of township treasurer for three
T
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years, and, in the writer's judgment, is to-day well qualified and
worthy to fill any office in the county within the gift of the people.
Adam M . Holhut, butcher, Yellow Springs, was born in Europe,
in the year 1855, and is a son of John and Ursley Holhut, both
natives of Europe. Adam innnigrated to Ohio in 1870, and landed
in Hamilton County on the 18th of June, where he remained until
he learned the baker's trade, which he followed for sometime, when
he commenced the butchering business in Xenia, where he remained
some seven months, and then went to Springfield, remaining some
eighteen months, and then came to Yellow Springs, where he still
resides. Was married November 10, 1880, to Miss Louisa E. Collier, daughter of David and Elizabeth Collier, of Yellow Springs.
Is a member of the Catholic Church. Keeps a clean aud inviting
shop.
William S. Johnston, general business, Yellow Springs, was born
in Montgomery County, Ohio, in the year 1815, and is a son of
Thomas and Margaret Johnson, the father a native of Maryland,
and the mother of Virginia,
They immigrated to Ohio in the
year 1814, with a family of six children, three boys and three girls.
W . S., the subject of our sketch, was married in 1836 to Miss
Xancy A . Stevens, daughter of Andrew and A n n Stevens, of this
county. His first wife died in 1853, by whom he had seven children : Margaret A., Joseph S., Andrew, Martha J., Abner, W i l liam E., and Xathaniel. Was again married, in 1854, to Miss Jane
A . Cameron, daughter of E l i Gaskil, of Clinton County. Ohio, and
had two children by her, Emma May, now dead, and Josephine.
He is a member of Yellow Springs Lodge Xo. 4*21. F. and A . M .
He has been real estate and personal assessor for over nine years.
Received his education in Greene County, where the principal part
of his youth was spent. He is now on the shady side of life and
is uncommonly active, with a whole-souled, lively and genial disposition, that bids fair to carry him on for main years to come.
Samuel McGulloch, undertaker, Yellow Springs, was horn in
Clarke County, four miles east of Yellow Springs, in the year 1824,
of Scotch-Irish parents, wdio came to Ohio that year. About the
year 1836, our subject went with his parents to the farm, one mile
east of Y'ellow Springs, which he helped clear and improve; then
learned the trade of house carpenter, at which he worked until
about 1850: then bought property at Yellow Springs, and worked
at cabinet making and undertaking. About the year Ix.">5. he
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built a residence and business bouse, which he till occupies. I n
that year he married Hannah Ilerick Blaisdell, who was born in
the State of Maine. They have three children living: Samuel I I . ,
aged twenty-four, who has been in the employ of the Adams Express Company for seven years, as messenger, and at present
running from Kansas City to Puebla, Colorado ; Archie, aged
seventeen; and Mary, aged twelve. I n 1857 our subject commenced, in connection with furniture, the sale of clothing, hats, caps,
etc., which he continued until called to go with the One Hundred
and Forty-Fourth Ohio, one hundred dav men. Leaving the store
to take care of itself, he marched with the boys to defend his state.
A t the expiration of his one hundred days, he was drafted, hut
furnished a substitute. I n 1807, be invented and patented the removable, auxiliary rifle-barrel, for single and breech-loading guns,
which has met with great favor with deer hunters, and sportsmen
generally. I n politics, he is a Republican; in religion, he and bis
ancestors, as far back as can be traced, have been Presbyterians.
J. J. Mitchell, lumber dealer, Yellow Springs, was born on
Clark's Run, six miles north of Xenia, in this county, January 11,
1844, and is a son of S. K . aud E. A . Mitchell, both natives of this
county; our subject and his father being born in the same house.
I n 1877, he was married to Miss Sarah B. Beedle, daughter of
Abraham and Elizabeth Beedle, of Troy, Ohio, one of Miami
County's wealthy and most influential farmers, and one of the first
families of the county. I n 1S02. he enlisted in the Forty-Fourth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was assigned to Company I ) ; afterwards enlisted as a veteran in the Eighth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry,
where he served until the close of the war, and received an honorable discharge in A p r i l . 18bo. He was captured at Beverly, West
Virginia, on his twenty-first birthday, and marched by a circuitous route, over mountains and streams, in order to avoid the enemy, and arrived at Staunton on the 18th day of January, after a
march of seven days: was kept a prisoner in an old log cabin, and
the cold w as so intense that he and his comrades were almost
frozen. February 14th. he was paroled, and came home. He received his education in Xenia, and has spent nearly all his life in
this county, and spent some six years as clerk of the "Indiana
House." Mr. Mitchell and his wife are members of the Presbyterian Church. They have one child. Hairy Kyle, a babe, the idol
of his parents; and Lottie. Mrs Mitchell s, child by her first hus-
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band. M r , Mitchell and his father are engaged in the Lumber
business, having one of the finest saw-mills in the state, and keeping on hand nearly a million feet of every description called for.
Daniel Taylor, stock dealer, Yellow Springs, was born in this
county in the year 1840, on the 4th day of April ; son of Isaac and
Frances Taylor, the former a native of Ireland, the latter of Virginia. Immigrated to Ohio about the year 1827, with a family of
nine children, five sons and four daughters. Our subject received
his education in Ross Township, spending his youth on a farm
known as the homestead Sanders farm, and in March, 1863, removed
to Jamestown, and in the fall of 1866 left there and went to Ross
Township, on a farm known as Smith's f a r m ; and in 1868 to the
John Makin farm, where he remained till the fall of 1877, when he
went to Yellow Springs. He has filled the office of township treasurer for four years iu Ross Township. Is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was married in December, 1862, to
Miss Elizabeth Davis, daughter of John and Elizabeth Davis, the
former a native of Ohio, the latter of Canada. Our subject has a
family of seven children, six sons and one daughter; John, Frankie,
and Charles are dead; Jesse, Minnie, Jerry, and Edwin are now
living. M r . Taylor is now living at Yellow Springs, and dealing in
stock, grain, and a general trading business, and is one who is beloved by all who know him.
Professor J. P. Weston was born on a farm, about five miles from
Skowhegan Falls,in Madison, Somerset County, Maine, J uly 6,1821,
living on the same until after he was of age. His great grandfather, Joseph Weston, who died from the effects of a cold, caught
in assisting General Benedict Arnold to pass Skowhegan Falls, on
his expedition to Canada, was one of the first settlers oí the county,
removing from Concord, Massachusetts before the revolutionary
war.
The descendants are numerous. Ex-Governor Coburn, of
Maine, is one of the great grandsons. Professor Weston's father,
Stephen Weston, was a farmer in moderate circumstances, and of
very industrious habits. The son was brought up in the habits of
the father. His school district afforded usually only about two
mouths' school in summer, and two in winter. The former he attended till he was eight years old, after which he worked in summer, and attended the winter schools until he was fifteen, reading
and studying at home many hours when boys usually were playing.
With the hel].) of his father, who was a good school-tei cher, he
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made excellent progress, and at the age of fifteen had studied
everything in the curriculum of the public schools, and several
branches besides. A t seventeen, he had accomplished more of
algebra than was usually required in colleges, Flint's Surveying,
Bowditch's Practical Navigation, and had commenced the study of
Batin.' A t that age he commenced teaching school, and taught
every winter until he left the state, in the meantime attending the
academy at Skowhegan, as he could be spared from the farm, until
he was twenty-two, amounting in all to about one year of school.
I n this time he studied sufficient Latin and Greek to admit him to
college, with French and other branches, equal to about a year of
the studies of advanced classes. He was a member of the first
Sunday-school and temperance society organized in his native town,
and has been active in these causes ever since. I n his fourteenth
year, he united with the Christian Church, of which he has always
been a member. A t twenty-two, under a conviction of religious
duty, he decided to enter the ministry, and was approved by his
conference. Neither his father nor himself having the means to
enable him to prosecute a course of study at school, in accordance
with the usage of his denomination, he entered at once on active
ministerial life. He was settled first, in 1843, in West Newbury,
Essex County, Massachusetts, where he remained a year and a half,
during which, to fit himself the better for his work, he spent a time
in Boston, studying Hebrew with Eli Noyes, B . B., and taking lessons iu elocution of .Tames E. Murdoch. In 1840, he. was made
office editor and publishing agent of the Herald of Gospel Liberty,
then published in Exeter. New Hampshire.
I n the spring of 1847, he removed with the paper to Newbury port, Massachussets. I n 1848, he returned to Skowhegan, Maine,
as pastor of the church, where he had spent much as his youth. In
1850, he was delegate from his conference, to the national convention of the Christian dénomination held in Marion, Wayne County,
New York, and was one of its vice presidents. I t was at this convention that the establishment of Antioch College was decided on,
in the movement for which he had taken an active part.
The
spring following, hi' was employed as agent, to raise money in New
England for the proposed college, resigning his pastorship at Skowhegan for this purpose. He paid into the treasury the first hundred dollars towards founding the institution, and still has the
receipt. After a year spent in this work, in A p r i l , 1852, he was
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called to be pastor of the Christian Church in Portland, Maine,
where he remained till October, 1853. Along with his active public
life, Mr. Weston had continued his classical studies, Hebrew and
German, as far as practicable. I n 1849, he was married to Miss
Nancy McDonald, who in younger life had been his school-mate,
and who, as a wife, entered with earnestness into all his plans and
labors. His salary for the first eight years of his public life, would
now be considered a mere pittance ; but with close frugality, he made
it serve the purpose of life, and furnished him some means of improvement.
Simultaneously with the opening of Antioch College, under the
presidency of that prince of educators, Hon. Horace Mann, (October, 1853,) came the close of his engagement at Portland. On the
advice of many friends, strongly seconded by that of his wife, he
determined to come to Yellow Springs, Ohio, and complete a collegiate course at Antioch. He was then thirty-two years old, and
had been ten years iu public life. His plan was to spend four
years at Antioch, and then return to New England. He arrived
in Yellow Springs, early in November, and entered the first freshman class of the college. The next term after his arrival, he was
engaged by Mr. Mann to teach one of the classes of the preparatory department. He kept a good rank in his class, in the studies
of the regular course ; took, besides, most of the studies of the
elective course, and taught one class daily, every term but one,
during his entire course. He was also an active member of the
Christian Association, and of the college choir. I n June, 1857, he
was graduated with the first- class ; and, on the advice of President
Mann, was immediately appointed principal of the preparatory department. Since that time, his life has been identified with that
of the college. He held that position during the presidency of
Mr. Mann, and Dr H i l l . From 1802, when the faculty resigned,
and, for three years during the war, the college department was
suspended, he was designated to carry on the school, on his own
responsibility. This he did, keeping up most of the college classes,
and making the institution support itself. On the endowment and
resuscitation of the college, in 1805, he was made Professor of
Greek, which chair he has since held; doing work, however, in
various other departments, as the history of the college will show.
I n 1868, his first wife died, aud in 1860 he was again married. His
second wife was his class-mate, Miss Achsah E. Waite, of Chicago.
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She has been his hearty and efficient co-worker, in his home and
in the college, having been one of the corps of instruction in A n tioch, almost constantly since their marriage.
Charles Winter, ex-postmaster, was born in this county, in the
year 1834, on the 25th day of December, and is a son of John and
Nancy Winters, of Ohio; who came from Virginia, and had a family of seven sons and two daughters. Charles H . , the subject of our
remarks, was married on the 5th day of June, 1857, to Miss Pauline G. Brewer, daughter of John G., and Sarah Brewer, of this
county. They have had five children : Allie, Georgia, and Clara, deceased; and the two living, Lillie B., and Frankie, are bright, studious children. When the war broke out, he enlisted in Company
F, Captain Aaron Spangler, in the One Hundred and Tenth Regiment, under Colonel J. Warren Keifer, and was with that glorious
old regiment in nearly all its hard fought battles; some of which
are the battle of Winchester, Virginia, Locust Grove, the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, ami a great many others. He was wounded in
the last named battle on the 12th of May, 1864, by a shot striking
him in the foot, which, to save his life, was amputated just above
the ankle. After the close of the war, he was appointed postmaster at Yellow Springs, which position he filled for some ten
years; in the meantime, accumulating good property in the place.
He now is engaged in keeping a boarding house, both for home
and transient custom, and the writer can testify to it being a firstclass place to stop : as Mrs. Winters a woman among a thousand
adapted for the place, making every one feel at home, and is accomodating beyond a fault. Mr. Winter is also engaged in conveying
goods to all parts of the city, aud is doing good financially; as
we are glad to see of all our soldiers, who were unfortunate enough
to loose a limb in the service of our glorious old country.
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Martin V . Baggott, justice, was born in Mad River Township,
Montgomery County, Obio, January 30,1837. He is a son of James
and Mary (Caylor) Baggott. He, James, was a native of Virginia,
(Fredericksburg,) andremoved to tins state in 1824, in company with
one of his brothers, locating in Montgomery County, where he
remained till 1854. He then removed to Osborn. He was a cooper by trade. He was twice married, having children by both wives.
Our subject is a son of the second wife, and one of live who are
still living. James Baggott died in January, 1863; his wife in
O
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*•

May, 1877. 'Squire Baggott, as he is familiary known, spent his
boyhood on the farm, and received the rudiments of his education
in the common schools, which he afterwards developed by careful
research and self application. A t the age of nineteen be began
teaching, aud has followed the profession ever since, having become
identified as one of the leading educators in the section.
During
the past eleven years, he has occupied the position of the justice of
the peace in Bath Township. In 1859, he married Lousia Williams.
They have four children : Vallandigham, Mary, Frances and
George P., are living. Luella, deceased : besides a nephew, son of
his brother, whom he adopted when only seven weeks old, John
C. by name. M r . Baggott is a member of both the Masons and
Odd-fellows, to wdiich he is fondly attached, and has held positions of honor in both. Was Master in the Masons in 1879.
Matthias AV. Baker, retired farmer, was born in Bourbon County,
Kentucky, December 18, 1806. He is a son of William and Mary
D. (Wimms) Baker, natives of Kentucky, and born August 10,1781,
aud May 2, 1785, respective. In 1810. he removed with his family
to Fleming County, Kentucky, where he remained till 182$,following the business of teamster, hauling from Maysville to Lexington,
chiefly. A f t e r coming to this state, in 1828, he followed farming.
He died May 26, 1838. His wife survived till 1870, dying in her
eighty-sixth year. Cur subject lived with his father till 1824, at
which time he came to Ohio, making his home with his uncle, Dr.
Wimms, of Jamestown. He went back to Kentucky, in 1825, and
remained with his father one year, then returned to this county,
where he has lived ever since. I n the fall of 1830, he went on a
place one and one-half miles west of Jamestown, on the Xenia
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pike, where he opened a farm. I t was at that time a mass of fallen
timber and thick underbrush.
Here he labored till 1858, clearing
the farm now owned by John Cooper.
He then moved to within
a mile of Byron on the farm he now owns, where be lived seven
years. I n the spring of 1860, he mov ed into Byron, where he kept
tavern and grocery some six years. He then retired from active
life, and moved into the dwelling where he now lives. He was
married, August 28, 1828, to Matilda, daughter of Childs Moorman,
a native a Rockbridge County, Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Brvon are
parents of four children : Mary E., born July 9,1829; Bavenia E.,
December 30, 1830; AV. C. M., October 2, 1833; and Selathiel E. AV.,
September 13, 1838 ; the latter died in Xenia, A p r i l 28 1866, from
camp diarrhoea contracted iu the army, leaving a wife but no children. The remaining three are living, and all married. Air. Baker
was a hard working farmer during the greater part of his life. He
is spending his latter years in the enjoyment of the fruits of his
early labors.
Elias AI. Brandenburg, farmer, Osborn, was born in Alontgoniery
County, Ohio, November 15, 1825. He is a son of Aaron and
Eliza (Alatthews) Brandenburg, natives of Frederick County,
Maryland, who came to this state in 1808 or 1809, with their parents.. They were the parents of seven children : Susannah, Alelissa, Elias AL, Aíargaret, Benjamin, George AV., and AVilliam L .
Aaron Brandenburg was a wood-worker, working chiefly at wagonmaking, though his genius at that time allowed him. to handle
tools in wood in almost any department. He died in October
1855, in his sixty-second year. His wife survives, and is living
with her son, Elias Al. The subject of this sketch passed his boy"
hood in Carlisle, Ohio, and at the age of thirteen went with his
father to Indiana, whgre he remained until he reached manhood.
In November, 1849, he was married to Matilda Lewis, who died in
August, 1858. Air. Brandenburg then came back to Ohio, and in
1859 consummated his second marriage, with Alary J. Light, and
then returned to Indiana, where he remained until January, 1860,
following the trade of wagon-maker, l i e again returned to his
native state, aud located on the farm where he now resides. His
farm consists of one hundred and twenty-four acres, which he tills
chiefly to grain. Air. and Airs Brandenburg are active members of
the Batli Bresbyteriau Church, and, though they have no children,
take an active iuterest in the general good of'the community at
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Robert Chambers, farmer, Osborn, is a native of this county, and
was born October 11, 1827. Is a son of William and Elizabeth
(Kirkwood) Chambers. William Chambers was a native of Ireland, but came to this country when about twelve, years of age.
He located in Virginia for a few years, after which he came to this
county: living first on the Samuel Andrews property, and afterwards buying the property where Robert now lives. Was a soldier
in the war of 1812, enlisting heartily in the cause of his adopted
country. Trior to coming to this state he married Elizabeth K i r k wood, of Virginia. They were parents of seven children : Jane,
David, Eliza A., Mary, Margaret, Robert, and Sarah. Five of these
are now living, and two, Margaret and David, deceased. When
they came to the farm there were no improvements on it, or any
of the adjoining lands on the ridge. The unbroken forests were
the haunts of deer and bears, and the lurking place of the wild
turkey. But by hard labor, in common with other pioneers he
hewed out a farm in spite of natural difficulties. Here Robert was
reared, and educated in the old log school house, which stood near
where Bath church now stands. The farm consists of one hundred
acres, and is tilled chiefly to grain. Mr. Chambers has followed
farming all his life. I n 1861 he was married to Malinda C. Snyder,
who died in March, 1870. His second marriage was consummated
in 1877, with Susan Forrer. They are both members of the Bresbyterian Church, and respected' members of society. They have
no children.
Philip F. Cost, retired farmer, Osborn, was born in Frederick
County, Maryland, October 20, 1809, and is a son of John and
Rachael (Souder) Cost, both natives of Loudon County, Virginia.
They innnigrated to this state in 1817, locating in Bath Township,
on the road leading from Dayton to Yellow Springs.
Here they
lived on a farm, and reared their family of thirteen children, nine
of whom reached maturity.
About the year 1810, they removed
to Fairfield, where he died in 1850 ; his wife in 1866.
Philip F.
was reared on the farm, and received his education in the common
schools of the time, having but slight opportunity to give to the
acquiring of knowledge, as his services were required on the farm.
By natural genius, however, he has been able to conduct a successful business, and accumulate a large property.
He has been twice
married. First, in 1829, to Jane Wolff, who bore him eight children; second, to Hannah N., widow of Joseph E. Wilham'sou.
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Mr. Cost has followed tanning all his lite, though in his early manhood he was employed at coopering during the winter season, as
was the custom of many at that day. Since 1817 he has lived here,
with the exception of eight ami one-half years in Shelby County.
Two of his sons, John Philip and George T., were in the war of the
rebellion. The eldest was killed at Liberty Gap in 1863, and George
T. lost his right arm at Stone River; he lives now near Xenia, on
the Davton Pike. Mr. Cost lived on the old home place till seven
or eight years ago, when he removed to Osborn. His farm consists of three hundred and twenty-one acres. Five of his children
are now living. Mr. and Mrs. Cost are members of the Reformed
Church, of which they are active and earnest workers, having the
disposition both to will and to do.
Mitchell J. Funis, general store and postmaster, Byron,was born
in Sugar Creek Township, April 30, 1818, and is a son of Thompson and Sarah (Mitchell) Funis. Thompson came to this county
prior to 1800,in company with four of his brothers, John, Jeremiah, Samuel, and Jesse, aud a sister. They entered lands on
Sugar Greek, where they lived and reared their families. Coming
from Pennsylvania, they were hardy farmers, and gave their attention to coopering, as did many other early settlers, during the
winter season. According to the custom of that day, by hand distilleries they manufactured their corn into whisky. Thompson
was the father of nine boys and three girls: Vincent, John,
Sarah, Samuel. Elizabeth, Mary, Jeremiah, Mitchell J., Thompson,
Lemuel, William, and an infant, deceased. Of this large family
six are still living, and live are residents of this state. Mitchell J.,
was left withoiuYpareuts at the early age of ten years, his mother
dying when he was only rive years old. After the death of his
father, he lived with a farmer for two years, then with Br. AVilliam
Bell, of Bellbrook, with whom he stayed three years, and practiced iu the rudiments,'/, -., the art of rolling pills, etc. He then
went to.the city of Dayton, where he served an apprenticeship in
employment of Edward M . Burr, saddler, after which he again returned to Bellbrook, where he worked at journey work, and carried
on the saddlery business for three years. Here he east his first
presidential vote for AVilliam I I . Harrison. He then removed to
Byron with his business, where he conducted the same for eight
years, then began clerking for Schauer cv Wilson; then followed
the "-oods as they passed from this firm to Folkerth & Son, and
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afterwards to W o l f & Son, some ten years in all. A t this time his
health tailing, he traveled through the southern part of the state
selling fruit-trees, and during the winter of 1860-61, worked at his
trade.
I n May, 1861, bought the property where he now keeps,
restocked the establishment, and has continued business ever since,
carrying a general line of goods. Mr. Ennis has been a happy old
bachelor these many years. He is attached to the Masonic and
Odd Fellows' fraternities, occupying high positions in both, being
a Royal Arch Mason and a member of the Grand Lodge, I . O. O
F. Mr. E unis is a fraternity man not alone in name, but his daily
lite shows that lie loves the principles of these organizations.
Joseph M . Folck, retired, Osborn, is a native of this township,
and was born July 9, 1821. Is a son of Daniel and Mary (Muirbeide) Folck. Daniel was a son of John George Folck, who came
to this state from Pennsylvania, about the year 1802 or 1803, in
company with the Wolfs, Wilsons, and Heffleys, and located near
where Byron now stands, each buying a large tract of land with
their surplus means. Here he lived and reared his family of four
boys, George, Abram, John, and Daniel, and died in 1839. He was
a practicing physician during this period, and many people came
from a distance to receive treatment. A f t e r his death the farm was
divided, being sufficient to give each a farm. Abram, however, desired money, and in the division the old homestead fell to Daniel.
Here he followed the fortunes of the farm till his death, in 1841,
leaving a wife and five children, George, Joseph, John, Barbara,
and Mary A n n , all of whom survive but George. A f t e r the death
of his father, Joseph labored on a farm till he arrived at maturity,
and then lived with his aunt, Mrs. Susan Folck, and assisted her in
preparing medicine, afterward farming until the last four years,
When he left the farm and removed to Osborn, where he is spending his declining years in ease and luxury. He was joined in wedlock to Barbara A n n Sbigley. The family seem naturally to turn
their attention to the healing art, as three generations have been
practicing physicians—Dr. John George; his daughter-in-law, Mrs.
Dr. Susan Folck, who died leaving no posterity; and Mrs. Dr. Barbara Folck, wife of Joseph M., who has been practicing for thirtythree years independently, besides several years in connection with
Mi's. Dr. Susan Folck. During the first few years of her practice
she traveled some, but for several years has given her entire attention to her extensive office practice. Mr. and Mrs. Folck are active
46 •
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members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with which they have
been connected for many years.
John Haddox is a native of Harrison Countv, West Virginia:
born December 2!», 1791 : son cd' Ximrod and Elizabeth (Savior)
Haddox, both natives of Virginia. They innnigrated to this state
in 1801 or 1802, stopping one year near Chillicothe, on Deer Creek.
Not being satisfied there, they moved westward, and located in this
county, on a farm, where he remained till the time of his death,
acting in the capacity of justice of the peace during three years of
the time, and died, in 1816, from injuries received by falling from
a load of hay, caused by the sudden starting of the team. His wife
died the same year, leaving three children, John, Ximrod, and
Mary. John Haddox was reared on the farm, receiving but little
education, and that in the common schools of the new country—
log buildings, with greased paper for windows. After having
attained his majority, he lived on a rented farm, and kept tl íe family till in bis twenty-fourth year, at which time he married Sallie
Cox, and began life in earnest. After much hard work and shrewd
management, he entered the southeast quarter of section 20, town
3, range 8. which, by the division of the county, now lies in Clarke,
adjoining the county line. There he made a permanent home, and
reared his family of seven children, of whom Malinda, William,
JohuE.,Sarah,George,and Maria are living, and Ximrod deceased.
He continued living on the farm till some twenty years ago, when
he rented bis farms, and went to Jasper County, Indiana, where he
bought nine hundred acres of land, a mill, and still-house, and put
his boys on the same, remaining there about eight years. With
the exception of this time, he has lived in this immediate vicinity
since his boyhood: and although starting in life poor, he has, by
good management, strict economy, and hard labor, accumulated a
large property, owning several farms in this section of the country
after having given his children a good start in life. Mr. Haddox is
a man of strong constitution and temperate habits, and although
now nearly fourscore year.- and ten. he is able to attend to his business affairs and see after his farms, visiting them at least once a
week. I n politics he is a staunch Republican, and says, with pride,
that he never voted a Democratic ticket. l i e has been instrumental in bringing about many of the improvements with which
the county is now blessed.
Peter E. Hardman, tanner, was born on the farm where he now
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lives, April 1, 1824. He is a son of Peter and Sarah Edge Hardman, natives of Virginia. The early history of the parents of our
subject, demands a passing notice at our hands. His father was of
German descent, horn in Hardy County, Virginia, hut was reared
to manhood in Harrison County, where he married Margaret
Hacker, iu whose early history a scene of horror and bloodshed,
only paralleled by those of the Minnesota massacre of 1862 and
186:], was enacted. As related by them in after years, it was briefly
as follows: She was eleven years old, and was at the house of a
married sister, on Hacker's Creek, near Clarksburg, Virginia, when
a company of marauding Indians passed through the country and
murdered the entire family, tomahawking and scalping every one
of them. Margaret tried to conceal herself behind a door, while
the work of death was going on, but she was soon discovered, and
one of the savages gave her a blow on the side of the head, which
felled her to the floor as i f dead. They then proceeded to take the
scalps from the heads of the entire family. They dragged little
Margaret by the hair a distance of some five hundred yards, severed
her scalp and threw her over a fence, and left her to welter in her
blood, but looking back and thinking that possibly life was not extinct, one of them returned and stabbed her with his knife. The
point, however, struck a rib, and it would seem that only by the
direct intervention of fate was her life spared, and she the progenitor of a large family. She was left weak from the loss of blood,
and was not able for some time to change her position, but finally
was so far restored, as to lie able to crawl in to the thick branches
of a fallen tree, where she remained through the following night,
in fear of the return of the dreaded enemy, after which she managed
to get back to the scene of horror, at the now desolate house of
her sister, where she was found and cared for. She grew to
womanhood, and as we have said, was married to Peter Hardman
sometime in 1708, and came to this state in 1808, and died July 20,
1815, in her thirty-ninth year. The remote cause of her death was
the blow from the Indian tomahawk. She, however, bore her
husband ten children, all of whom survive her.
M r . Hardman's
boyhood, was spent among the mountains of his native state. He
had early been apprenticed to a blacksmith, and his acquaintance
with working iron and steel, became very useful to him in his new
home in the west. He became a subject of divine grace as early as
1804, with so much zeal that in the course of another yea ' he was
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licensed as a local Methodist preacher. l i e came here in 1808, and
made a home on the east side of what is know n as Tatnian's
Prairie. After defraying the expenses
P which was by
road wagon, with four burses, he had just s i . 25 left. Here he lived
and labored, nor did he neglect the gifts or graces of preacher and
exhorter, hut whenever in private dwelling or in school houses, he
could get an audience on the Sabbath or week-day evenings, there
he delighted in preaching the Gospel of Christ. In October, 1815,
he married for his second w ife. Mrs. Sarah Edge,a widow with two
children. She bore him seven children, making seventeen in all,
besides the two of his wife's, which were adopted into the same
family. l i e remained on the original farm, till 1852, when he removed to Osborn. where he spent the remainder of his life, dying
the 30th day of July, 1857. His posterity consisted of seventeen
children, eighty-two grandchildren, fifty-two great grandchildren,
aud four great, great, grand children, in all, one hundred and flftyfivo souls.
Peter E.. the subject of this sketch, is a son of the
second wife. He lived with his father until he w as twenty-one, and
then began cropping on the shares, having every thing furnished
and he getting the one-third. After four years, he and his brother
W . P.. rented the farm up to the time of the death of their father,
when the property was left them by will. They continued farming
together up to 1875 or 1*70, since wdiich time, Peter E. has had the
entire charge of the farm of one hundred and thirty-four acres, and
has, also, a two-thirds interest in one hundred and thirty-six acres
near Yellow Springs, besides a house and other property in Osborn.
He has acquired his competence by hard work and loaning money,
which he began by loaning nine dollars. He followed the [dan
carefully, always living within his means, and made it a rule to
have a little surplus. For some years past, he has quit heavy or
regular labor in the fields. In 1848, he married Maria Clayton, who
has borne him .seven children, four of w hom, Sarah C , Owen P.,
James R. and Cassius M.. are living. George AV., Ellen M . , and
Mertie, deceased—George AV., in 1852, when three years of age, of
scarlet fever; Ellen, an estimable young lady of nineteen, of spinal
complaint, in 1873; and Mertie, tin youngest, by ten or eleven
years, of membranous croup, iu 1872. During the last tw elve or
fifteen years, M r . Hardman has been dealing quite extensively in
cattle, buying, grazing and raising.
l)t
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Reuben C. Hoover, physician, Osborn, was born in Shippensburg,
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Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, June 1, 1821, and isa son of
Jacob and Mary (Smith) Hoover. His father was a wagon-maker
by trade, and followed that business where our subject was born.
Dr. Hoover was educated at Shippensbnrg, and read medicine in
Adams County, under Dr.'.Joseph M . Smith, Iiis uncle. He attended lectures at the Jefferson Medical College, at Philadelphia, and
afterward at the Pennsylvania Medical College, at the same place,
where he graduated.
l i e practiced live years, between the two
courses, at Centerville, Cumberland County, and five years at the
same place after he graduated.
In 1854"he came to this state,
stopping one year at Springfield, after which he came to Bath
Township, where he has remained ever since, practicing in Osborn
and Paii-ficld. In 1843 he married Catharine Smith, who bore him
five children: Calvin, Margaret (Mrs. Cox), Emma, Laura, and
Peuben C.,jr. Of these, two only are l i v i n g : Reuben C , M . I )
who graduated in 187(1, at the Cleveland Medical College; and
Mrs. Cox. Calvin was a physician, also, dying at the age of thirtytwo. Dr. Hoover has now an extensive practice, and"enjoys the
confidence of many friends.
Simon S. Buffer, farmer, Osborn, was horn in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania. May 23, 1813, and is a son of Abraham and Elizabeth (Sterner) Buffer, both natives of the same county. They
moved, with their family, to this state, in 1815, and located at what
has since been known as Hnffersville, within a short distance of
where Simon S. now lives. Abraham was a weaver and distiller,
and brought a still with him from Pennsylvania, which he used in
a modest way the remainder of his life.' They had six sons and
one .laughter : John, Samuel, Abraham, Joseph, Simon S., Annie
Eliza, and Daniel S. Four of them are still living—Annie E. in
Illinois, the remainder in this state. He owned some seven hundred acres of land where he lived. At an early date he built Buffer's Mill, and did a flourishing business for the time, making as
many as fifty and sixty barrels of flour per day. I n many ways he
assisted much in the growth and prosperity of the country.' He
died August 29, 1843. after having attained the age of sixty-six
years. His wife survived him until the 9th of August, 18(32, dying
in her eighty-third year. Simon S. Buffer, as has been seen', came
to this state with his parents when only two years of age, and has
lived where he now resides ever since. In his early life^ he followed farming, in connection with teaming, hut since his Tiarriaee
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lias devoted his entire attention to farming, making a specialty of
raisins; grain. August 10, 1840, he married Maria Wise. Thev
are parents of three children: Abraham J., born duly ">, 1X42:
.lohn J., born January 22. l*-b>; and Ann Maria, born January 7,
1847. Two, John J. and Ann M.. are Irving, she at home, he near
them. Abraham died September 1-. 1*71. Mr. and Mrs Untier
are bale and active, spending their declining years in the enjoyment of the fruits of their early life.
Simon Koogler, retired, Osborn, was born in Heaver Creek
Township, September 80. 1*17, and is a son of Jacob and Ivindla
(Harner) Koogler. He was a native of Pennsylvania, she of (îerniany, coming to this country w hen about five years old. Both
immigrated to Ohio in 1714. with their parents, and stayed for protection in the fort called Columbia, a short distance above Cincinnati, for some time. They then located where Camp Dennison now
is, in Clermont County. In the year 1800, they moved to Beaver
Creek Township, where they located on a farm, and there Jacob
and Kindla (who was his step-sister) were married in 1802, being
the fifth couple who were joined in Wedlock within the limits of
this county. There they lived the rest of their lives, and reared
their family o f t e n children: Catherine, George, Samuel, Mary,
Solomon, Mathias, Sarah, Simon. Jacob and John. A l l are living
but Sarah and Mathias, and all residents of this state, except one.
who is in Iowa.
They are all farmers, each owning a good farm.
She died November 27. 1*~>S, aged seventy-live years : die died on
September K>, 1X70. at the advanced age of eighty-three years.
Simon has been a farmer all his life, living on the homestead until
he was fifty-seven years old : he then moved to Osborn and retired
from active life, having been afflicted with rheumatism for the past
ten years. In 1830 he married Elizabeth 1'arsons, a native of Bockbridge County, \ irginia. They are parents of nine children :
Jacob H . , Jane. David P., Sarah C., Isabella P., Eliza J., John W.,
Elizabeth E.. and Annie L . Six are living: two, Jane and Eliza
J., died in infancy. Jacob I L , died in the army, a member of the
One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Of the remaining members, there are four who now reside in this county, one
in Madison county, and one in the state of Nebraska.
Mr. aud
Mrs. Koogler are members of the German Reformed Church,
with which they have been connected for forty years, trying to live
consistent, Christian lives. I n politics he has always been a staunch
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Republican. The family on Mrs. Koogler's side have been prominent in the wars of the country. Her grandfather was in the revolution, her father in the war of 1812, and two sons, Jacob H . and
David I ' . , in the rebellion. David P. was a member of the Fifth
Ohio Cavalry.
• lohn Loiick, grocer, Fairfield, was born in York County, Pennsylvania, January 12, 1N13, and is a son of George and Catherine
(Hoffman) Louck, both natives of Pennsylvania. The family were
originally from Alsace, Germany. John's grandfather came to this
country before the revolution, and was a member of the American
army. George Louck died at Baltimore, Maryland. His wife
married again, but after the death of her second husband, came to
this state, and died at Spring Hill, Champaign County, in August,
1874. John Louck spent his boyhood with his father, who was a
butcher, assisting in his work. In 1821, went to Baltimore, where
his father died in 1820. He afterwards went into the country,near
Hanover. Pennsylvania, where his grandfather and an uncle lived,
and made his home with them on a farm. He learned the trade of
shoemaking, but not being satisfied with the business, he engaged
in the butchering business, which he had learned from bis father,
and in 1835 came to Ohio, locating at Fairfield, where he has since
remained, with the exception of about six months in 1844, when he
went west and bought land, but becoming sick soon after arriving
there, he decided tc return to the valley of the Mad River. After
coming to the state he teamed for a year and then opened a butcher
shop. Afterwards farmed for sev eral years, and on returning from
the west in 1844, opened a tdioe shop. I n 1854 he was elected
treasurer of Greene County for a term of two years, and in some
unaccountable way was 82.480 short at the end of his term, wdiich
he promptly paid, taking nearly all the property he owned. The
first house he ever owned he sold to pay a security debt. Of late,
however, he has been more successful, owning the property where
he carries on business and the house where he lives, together with
some other property.
During the past eleven years, he has been
engaged in the grocery business at Fairfield.
For the past forty
years Mr. Louck has been an auctioneer in connection with his
other business, being one of the best known criers in this section of
country. In ]<833 he was married to Elizabeth Burk.
They are
parents of eight children. Lucy A n n . Catharine. Mary, Margaret,
John, and Laura, living; George and Christiana, deceased. Mr.
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Louck came from Pennsylvania with a team through the then
almost unbroken forest, ami although he started on the 1st of May,
he frequently encountered snow-storms among the mountains. He
spent seventeen days on the road.
For a number of years past
Mr. Louck has heen identified with the pioneers of this and adjoining counties, as the leader of the far-famed Old Folk's Choir. He
has held the office of constable ten or eleven years, and at present
(1880) is township clerk. These opportunities, together with his
genial nature, have made him one of the liest known men in the
county.
Peter Mitman, retired, is a native of York County. Pennsylvania,
born February 12,1810, and is a son of Jacob, and Magdalena
(Herring) Mituian, of Pennsylvania.
lie was a farmer, and removed To this state, in 1838, locating near Fairfield, where he spent
the remainder of his life. They were parents of ten children, four
of whom are now living.
He died about the year 1850, at an advanced age. His wife preceded him to her last resting place some
five years. Our subject was reared on the farm, and received his
education in the common schools of that age, which, though limited, be afterward developed by careful study, fitting himself for
successful business operations. I n 1833, while a single man, allured
by the glowing reports of the west, he, in company with two other
men started on a pedestrian tour through Ohio. Coming to Pittsbur^, thence down the Ohio River to Cincinnati, then again on foot
by way of Dayton through this section, stopping over night at
Fairfield, thence to Columbus. AYooster and Canton, to Trumbull
County, intending to call on an acquaintance who had gone there
sometime previous: not finding him, they continued their journey
through Columbiana County, hack to Pittsburg and home again,
making the round trip in five weeks, his entire expenditures
amounting to §24.00. In 1837, the times being hard in Pennsylvania, and remembering the beautiful valleys of Ohio he had
seen four years before, he again started for Ohio, this time having
bis wife and child, and his entire effects on a one horse wagon. He
came over mountains, through unbroken forests, with untiringenergy, till he reached this county and located near Fairfield. The
following spring he rented a large farm in Montgomery County,
as his father was coming with five bead of horses. Here they
worked together one year, after which his father bought the farm
where Lewis C. Mitmau now lives, which he sold to Peter, and he
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in turn to his son. Starting, in lifo poor, Mr. Mitmaii labored hard
with marked success to gain an independence in this world. A t
the same time, he has always devoted a portion of his means to the
building up of churches and other institutions, for bettering the
condition of society. lie and Iiis wife are members of the Lutheran Church. l i e is the father of four children, Rebecca, Sarah,
Lewis C , and Ann Maria, living; and AVilliam ()., deceased. M r .
Mitman has filled the office of trustee for many years, and in 1870
was land appraiser for his precinct.
Henry I I . Rockafield, farmer, Fairfield, was born in this township,
October 6,1830. Is a son of John and Susan E. (Cost) Rockafield,
the former a native of Frederick County, Maryland, who spent his
youth in three states, Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania, working in coal mines, chopping wood on the mountains, and other pursuits peculiar to that country. Came to this state about the year
1820, and engaged at work with Mr. Cost, afterward his father-inlaw. After some years he married Susan E. Cost, and went on to
a tract of land belonging to her father, which, in the course of
time, he came in possession of. Here he labored for many years,
and reared his family of thirteen children, ten of whom are now
living. He died in July, 1859, and was buried on the farm, where
he had spent the greater part of his life. His wife died ten years
previous. Our subject was reared on this farm, and received his
education in the common schools. After the decease of his father,
he farmed the place till 1869, at which time the youngest heir became of age, and the farm was sold. He then went to German
Township, Montgomery County, where be purchased land, on w hich
he lived nine years, and then sold and came back near his birthplace, buying the property on wdiich he lives. He has been twice
married; first in 1857, to Rebecca Carter, who bore him four children, and died in 1868. The second marriage was consummated in
in 1869, with Mary A n n Haller. They have one boy as a result of
this union. Mr. Rockafield served his country four months in the
One Hundred and Fifty-Fourth Ohio National Guard.
Edward F. Searl, physician, Osborn, was born in Candagua
County, New Y o r k , September 27, 1841. Is a son of Ilarnian and
Sophia (Skieft") Searl, natives of Massachusetts, where the greater
portion of the family still live. I n 1X41, Harman Searl removed to
Portage County. Ohio, where he still resides. Dr. Searl was reared
at the village of Windoni, Portagé County, where be received the
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rudiments of an education under Professor Pickett, vvliieli he afterward developed at Hiram, under Professor -lames A. Garfield. A t
the ase of eighteen he went to Cleveland to prosecute his medical
studies, having studied under Prs. Peed and Bentley, of Ravenna,
Portage County. Here he remained two years and a half, and
graduated in 1801. He then practiced in Huron two years, and in
May, 1803, removed to ((shorn, where he still remains, and enjoys
a fair practice. He has made his practice and friends by attention
to business, and a quiet, unobtrusive manner. In 1800,be married
Maro-aret. daughter of James Campbell. They are parents of five
children, .lames C . Harry (>., Charles W., Lee Corbin, and Edward
P., all living hut Harry < >. Br. Searl started in life with little but
a desire to do and he something, and by indomitable will, perseverance, and courage, he has attained a position worthy the efforts
of other young men.
Tsaac Strohm, farmer, Dayton, is a native of Pennsylvania; born
December 11, 1810: son of Henry and Mary (LeFevrc) Strohm,
the former a native of Germany, who came to this country in 1700,
his father dying on the voyage. After reaching maturity he followed farming chiefly as his life's vocation. Mary LeFevrc was a
descendant of the Huguenots, who fled from persecution in their
native country, and came to the land of free speech, freedom of the
press, and religious liberty. Isaac Strohm was reared on the farm,
and educated m the common subscription schools of that day.
Came to this state in 183"), locating in Butler County., where he
taught school about eight months, and clerked at liossvillo, now
Hamilton, ten months, then removed to this county, and began
clerking for John Kneisley, at Kneisley's mill, where he remained
eight years, at the expiration of which time he built the house
where he has since resided, spending, however, the greater part of
his time away from home, clerking at a mill in Cincinnati, also at
the Lafayette Bank for two years. I n 1850, he went to the Treasury Department, where he remained till 1855, at which time he
was allowed to withdraw on political grounds. He was, however,
the confidential clerk of Secretary Corwin, during his last three
months in the Treasury Department, and is his only biographer, so
far as is known. A f t e r leaving this position, he was appointed engrossing clerk of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, which he held till
the thirty-fifth came in and informed him that his politics were not
of the right color; was restored at the coming in of the Thirty-
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Sixth Congress, and held the position of chief enrolling and engrossing clerk to the end of the first session of the Forty-Fourth
Congress, sixteen consecutive years, when he was again asked to
retire on political grounds, since which time he has been attending
to his private affairs. I n 1841, he married Margaret Guthrie.
They are parents of five children. Gertrude, Elizabeth, Mary E.,
and Harry L . are living, and Edwin deceased.
William Wilson, retired, Fairfield, was born in this township,
October 14, 1812. Is a son of William and Catharine (Heffley)
Wilson. The former was a native of Kentucky, and came to this
county about the year 1800; his wife about 1805, she being a native of Maryland. Soon after his arrival he entered land in the
eastern part of this township, which he began to improve, but was
called into the service in the war of 1812, where he contracted a
disease which carried him off/ about three months before the birth
of his son William. After his death his wife left the farm, and
made her home with his father, Michael Wilson, where she died
six months after the birth of William. Our subject continued living with his grandfather on the farm till he was seventeen years
old, and then went to learn the blacksmith trade with Jacob Griner,
at Byron ; here he spent three years as an apprentice, and after
one year's work as a journeyman, bought the shop and tools, aud
carried on business for himself, remaining there eighteen years;
after which he sold the shop, and bought a small farm near there,
which he held till 1855, and then traded for a larger farm, about a
mile and a half northeast of Byron, where he remained till A p r i l ,
1872, at which time he removed to Fairfield. I n May, 1834, he
married Elizabeth Watts. They had ten children, two of whom
survive. His wife departed this life March 13, 1877. M r . Wilson
is a member of the Reformed Church, with which he has been connected forty-four years, and is one of the oldest resident children
of this township, having spent his entire life here, nearly sixtyeight years, and has witnessed the change from a wilderness filled
with deer, turkeys, and other game, to fertile fields and fruitful orchards, with attendant changes in society, and the condition of
schools, churches, etc. Mr. Wilson held the office of justice of the
peace while at Byron, nearly two terms, resigning, the last term,
on account of the amount of his private business.
.Samuel F. Woodward, retired, Osborn, is a native of Spring Township, Crawford County, Bennsylvania. He spent his boyl ood on a
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farm, and received the rudiments of an education in the country
schools, which he afterwards developed in the academy at Kiugsville, Ashtabula County, Ohio, where he graduated in the academical course in 1853. Began teaching during the winter and attending school in the summer in 1850, while yet in his twentieth year,
teaching in his native township during the winters of 1850-2 ; the
following year near Girard, Erie County, Bennsylvania, and during
the winter of 1853-4 he taught mathematics at Kingsville, tilling a
vacancy caused by the absence of a teacher. I n 1854 he came to
Ohio, intending to finish his education at Antioch College, at that
time just starting, under the presidency of Horace Mann. But
Antioch not yet teaching the branches he wished to pursue, he
went to teaching iu the public schools of Montgomery County, and
continued teaching in Montgomery and Greene Counties till the
spring of 1862, during which time, in 1856, he married Mary G,
daughter of the late Alexander Sloan, of Montgomery County, to
which fact may be attributed his not finishing his intended course.
I n 1854, having saved a portiou of his salary, he indulged in a trip
to Iowa, where he invested his surplus in Government land, and
again in 1856, he made a similar investment, both purchases
amounting to four hundred and twenty-four acres. A f t e r he quit
teaching, in 1862, he became a fruit-tree merchant, in which business be continued till the fall of 1874, twelve years. Buring most
of the time his yearly business ran from twenty to forty thousand
dollars, and at the close of each year he found that he had uniformly made a little advance on his capital in trade. I n 1875, feeling the straiu upon his nervous system occasioned by the pressure of
business, he ceased active operations. Since that time he has been
attending to his investments, and making improvements on his
property, having built the finest residence in Osborn, as well as fitting up his farms.
Baniel Wolfe, retired. Byron, was born in Lancaster County,
Bennsylvania, December 6, 1798, and is a brother to Simon Wolfe.
(See sketch.) Baniel came to this state with bis father, when only
a child. A f t e r growing to manhood, be followed farming, in connection with distilling, as was customary at that time. For many
vears past, however, he has farmed exclusively. March 30, 1824,
he married Rosanna Kershner. They are parents of ten children,
four living, William, Christina, Barbara Ellen, and Rosa; Simon,
Margaret, Anna E., John M., Sarah M . , and Thomas, deceased.
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Mr. Wolfe lias lived where he now resides since he first came to
the state, and he and his wife have been together nearly fifty-seven
years.
Mr. Wolfe enjoys fair general health, though not able to
move around with ease and freedom. Mrs. Wolfe is active, and
enjoys excellent health for a lady of her years—nearly seventy-five.
Two of their children live in this state, and two iu Indiana. Mr.
and Mrs. Wolfe are members of the German Reformed Church, to
which they have been connected for three score years.
Simon Wolfe, retired, was horn in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, March 14, 1805, and is a son of John aud Christina (Idenire)
Wolfe. His father was a native of Pennsylvania, and his mother of
Germany. They immigrated to this state, in 1807, locating in Bath
Township, part of the laud on which they settled, being now in the
village of Byron. The land at that time was nearly all covered
with timber. He was a tailor by trade, and followed the business
all his life. Soon after coming to this state, one of those episodes,
then so frequent, but now so rare, was enacted, in which they were
the victims, in common with several of their neighbors.
A party
of masked men entered the house of several of the citizens, robbing them of all the valuables within their reach. They came into
the house of John Wolfe, and holding a pistol at his head, demanded the key to the chest in which he kept his money.
They then ransacked the trundle-bed, in which Simon and his sister
were sleeping, thinking that part of the treasure was hidden there,
and of course, throwing the children around promiscuously in the
meantime.
I t happened that the eldest son, and a Mr. Sidenstick
were sleeping in an adjoining room, and Mr. Sidenstick climbed to
the top of the house, aud parting the clapboards, which were laid
on with cross poles to hold them in their places, made his escape.
The watch on the outside saw him, after he had started away and
gave the alarm. They then broke the chest open with a flat-iron,
and hurredly took all the money—some four hundred dollars—
together with other articles of value, and made their escape. They
robbed B r . Folck and several others the same night. One of the
gang was afterwards identified by a young lady, and lie only,
Jacob Kent by name, was arrested aud placed in jail at Xenia. On
the day set for trial, however, one of the bailiff's accidentally discharged a pistol, the ball taking effect in Kent's shoulder, preventing the trial. He afterwards escaped from jail and fled to Canada,
where he was seen some years later. John Wolfe was the fall er often
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children, Mary, John, Jacob, George, Daniel, Henry, Sarah, Simon,
Elizabeth, and Louis. Three only are now living, Sarah, Mrs. Durst
of Dayton, aged ninety-three; Daniel, now eighty-two, and Simon
seventv-five. Our subject has Pillowed tanning all his life in connection with distilling, which he earned on in earlier years. He
was married, iu 1*28, to Anna Kershner. They are parents of four
children : three survive. One daughter died at the age of nineteen.
Mrs. Wolfe died July 0,1875. Mr. AVolfe is still active and hearty,
and has jlist returned (September, 1880J from a trip to the west,
visiting relatives in Kansas. He describes the first school he ever
attended, as being a log structure with dirt Hoor: large cracks were
left between the "logs, and "these covered with greased paper served
as windows.
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which Asa Little is superintendent, with an average attendance of
about fifty.
A t the present time the Methodists have a church in the southern
part of the township. The house has been built some years, and
is worth about $1,200. They have a good congregation for a
country church, and during the summer months sustain a good
Sunday-school.
CEMETERIES.

The first regular grave-yard was established on Jacob Bittle's
farm, before 1820, and here quite a number of the old settlers are
buried. But this spot of ground has not been used for such purposes for years; and although the little lot is full of graves, but
few head-stones are there to tell the name and date of the death
of those who lie beneath.
The second cemetery was also established on Mr. Little's farm,
east of Grape Grove, about 1825, and this is still in use; and here
many old settlers have been resting many years. Among others,
good old M r . Oreutt and wife, Jacob Little aud wife, J. I I . Patten
and wife, and also the wife of Joseph Thomas, the famous " White
Pilgrim,'" are, with the Insley 's, remembered as being among the
earliest pioneers of the township.
The Bethel grave-yard is still in use. and was established about
1830. Perhaps more old settlers are buried here than in any other
place in the township.
Members of the families of Gordins, Walkers, Iusleys, Parkins, Millers, Bal lards, Shigleys, Brasiers, Snodgrasses, and a host of others, are familiar to all persons in the
township as having been influential persons in the community in
which each resided. i?t'jr<i/V.*c// in pace.
V
BIOGRAPHICAL.

Levi Atkinson, farmer, Sehna, is a native of this county : was
born December 5. 1818. July 27. 184s, he was married to Mary
B. Phillips, by whom he has had six children: John 0., Ann M . ,
Laura, Charles F., Seth M . , and Gwenn, all of whom are living,
save Charles T., wdio died May 11, 18b*l, aged five years. M r . A t kinson has been farming since 1848. Twelve years preceding that
date, he was engaged in buying cattle iu the western states, and
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driving them to Pennsylvania. There being no railroads from the
place of purchase to the market, he was compelled to drive the
stock through. Ile has a farm of six hundred and seventy-two
acres. Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson are members of the Friends Church.
John 0. Atkinson, farmer and minister, was born in Madison
County, Ohio, April 21, 1840. A t the age of four years he came
to this county with his parents, and has resided within its bounds
ever since. Ou the 24th of A p r i l , 1870, he was married to Alice
Wise. They are the parents of one child, May Wise, born September 21, 1871. Mr. Atkinson has a farm of two hundred acres,
on which he lives, l i e farms to both grain and stock, and deals
largely in sheep. I n 1879 he sheared one thousand four hundred
aud seventy sheep, the wool of which weighed 9,828 pounds.
During his feeding seasons, he feeds about nine hundred bushels ot
corn per month. Mr. and Mrs. Atkinsou are members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He was raised by Quaker parents,
but feeling that he was unconverted, he sought forgiveness of his
sins; found peace at a Methodist oamp-meeting, held at Gravel
Chapel, near Selma, and united with the church at that place,
under the labors of Revs. J. Verity and A. W. Tibbitts.
This
conversion took place January 1, 1870. He immediately began
work in the church, by holding prayer-meetings at school and
farm houses. Mr. Atkinson is now preaching in the school-district where he held his first prayer-meeting. He received his first
license to preach, July 20, 1872, and has been expounding the gospel ever since. By invitation of two non-professors of religion,
he went to South Solon to preach; the result of wdiich was the organization of a church of eighty-one members, wdiich is still
nourishing. Rev. Atkinson has never received a dollar for his
ministerial labors. He has been offered money repeatedly for his
work, but declined accepting it, saying : " I t is the cause of Christ
that I am laboring for, and not for money."
James Ballard, farmer, Grape Grove, is a native of this county,
where he was educated ; was born May 21,1880 ; married, January
12, 1801, to Deborah Gordon, wdio was horn March 10, 1838, and
four children are the result of their union, Anna May, Ella, Flora,
and Paul I I . Our subject has a farm of sixty-four acres, on wdiich
he lives. M r . and Mrs. Ballard are members of the Christian
Church of Grape Grove, he uniting with that church May 10,1858,
and Mrs. Ballard seven years previous. The school house in which
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Mr. Ballard first went to school was made of logs.; the seats were
made of elm poles, split i n the middle, and pins put in for legs.
The windows were made the full length of the house, and were
twenty inches wide, under which the desks were placed, which
were made of slabs, laid on pins. M r . Ballard's parents, Josiah
and Isabella (Miller) Ballard, were natives of Bennsylvania. M r .
Ballard died October 10, 1815, and Mrs. Ballard A p r i l 10, 1862.
Jackson Ballard, farmer, Jamestown, is a native of Adams
County, Ohio; was born October 25, 1822; came, with his parents,
to this county wdieu he was about four years of age, and has been
a resident of this county since that time. Married Maggie Taylor,
of this county, in May, 185B Four children are the result of this
Union: Isaac T., Fannie, Bosa, and Minnie, three of whom survive.
Isaac T. w as called to eternity at the early age of seventeen years.
Mr. Ballard has a farm of three hundred and thirty-live acres, well
improved, and farms to both grain and stock. He is one of the
most industrious and enterprising men of this county, as is evidenced by his line farm and excellent stock. He remembers distinctly when this part of the country had no pikes, and w hen there
were no grain reapers except the sickle. He was old enough to
work in the harvest field when he saw the first grain cradle that
was iu this part of the county. The pleasure vehicles were common road wagons and sleds. Turkeys aud squirrels were very numerous when he was a boy. There were wild deer in the neighborhood when he was quite a large boy. The school house in
which he obtained the early part of his education was 'a log structure, with slab seats, and with writing-desks made of slabs, laid on
pins driven into the wall.
J. I I . Brothertou, farmer, Cedarville, is a native of Berkeley
County, Virginia ; was born May 14, 1825; came to this county,
with his parents, October 18,1835, and has been a resident ^eyer
since that time. Married Electa Jane Lawrence September 26,
1850, who bore him seven children, John W., Amelia Josephine,
Eugene, Wilbur, Orville, Charles F., and Burt Earl, five of whom
are living, John W . and Orville having been called from earth.
Amelia J. is married, the others remain unmarried. John Brotherton, father of our subject, died in Delaware County, Indiana, in
1863, and his mother died in the same county, in May, 1870. They
were natives of England, and came to America in 1818, locating in
Berkeley County, Virginia ; left there for Ohio, October 1,1835;
T
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arrived at their destination on the 18th of the same mouth, and remained in this county until 1849, when they went to Indiana. Our
.-abject has a farm of two hundred and seventeen acres, well improved, aud farms chiefly to grain at present, previously to stock.
Was elected county commissioner in 1865, and held the office until
1871. The new infirmary, aud many other county improvements,
were made during his administration. He taught school in one of
the old school houses, which has long ago given place to the new.
He has been a member of the board of education for twenty years,
and has been clerk of his school district for the same length of
time.
Frederick W . Carper, farmer, Grape Grove, was born in Virginia, November 10, 1815, where he was reared. Married Miss
Mariam Ritenour March 15, 1841, who bore him eleven children:
Joseph R., Louisa, Scott, Taylor, Hall, Anna B., James M., Mariam,
Mercella, Ella, and Bolie; eight living. Joseph died at Washington, D. G., June 2, 1865, of a disease contracted by compulsory
exposure, while in the service of his perishing country. Volunteered in 1862 ; served in Company A , Ninetieth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry. Anna and Mariam are also deceased. Mrs. Carper died
February 2, 1871, aged fifty-two years. She was an exemplary
member of the Disciple Church, in which faith she died triumphantly. The surviving children, save James, Ella, and Lola, are
married, which leaves a small though pleasant family to cheer the
father in his declining years. He farmed from early manhood till
1879, when he removed to Grape Grove, where he now lives.
Geoi'ge W . Conner, farmer, Jamestown, is a native of Fayette
County" He was born August 21, 1830, and reared and educated
iu that county. Came to this county in 1856, and was married
February 20, 1862, to Mary A . Atkinson, four children being the
result of the union : James B. M., Charles E., Lyle Bose, and Baris
F., who died June 4,1871, aged eleven months. Mrs. Conner died
October 26, 1872. She was a member of the Brotestant Methodist
Church at the time of her death—was formerly a member of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church.
She united with that church when
about the age of twelve years, at which time she was soundly converted.
She died of consumption.
Regardless of her suffering
she clung to her Christianity, and died triumphantly. Mr. Conner
married Mary C. McMorrow May 6,1873, wdio bore him three children, George F., Clara B., aud Cordelia C.t> Of these, two survive.
4
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George F. died August 4, 1875, aged two months.
Mr. and Mrs.
Conner are members of the Protestant Methodist Church. M r .
Conner united with the church when about twelve years of age :
his wife was about thirteen years of age when she joined. Although
they were young, they have never regretted having taken that step
in Christian life.
James K . Conner, farmer, Jamestown, is a native of Fayette
County, and was born January 30, 1822, living in that county till
1847. ' Was married May 10, 1840, to Rebecca (Mercer) Conner,
wdio bore him five children : John AV.. Sarah E., James P., Orange
M., and Eli P.: all living.
She is a native of Frederick County,
Virginia, but was reared in Ohio. Mr. Conner is a farmer, and has
also given some attention to horticulture and bees. He has a farm
of one hundred and seventy-five acres, on wdiich he now lives, and
it is well improved. Mr. and Mrs. Conner are members of the
Methodist Church, he uniting with the society in 1842, she about
1838. Mr. Conner's conversion was one of permanency and great
comfort to him. He has seen times of spiritual darkness, yet he is
pressing on to the end of the race, where he feels there is a crown
of everlasting life for him-. Mrs. Conner is journeying with him,
hand in hand.
Thomas I I . Harper, farmer. Selma, Clarke County, Ohio, is a
native of this county; born March 17, 1834, and has been a resident of this county all his life. Was married to Rilla (Herrimau)
Harper, January 16, 1865. They have three children .living; two
deceased; Idella, Ottis. and Henry, survive. Mary and AVilliam
died at the early age of two years. -Their children are all unmarried,
and are at home with their parents. Mr. Harper has a farm of
six hundred aud fifty-six acres well improved; farms chiefly to
stock. ' Mrs. Harper is a member of the Methodist Church. Thomas'
father, was a'native of Maryland, and came to this county about
the year 1804; was married May 17, 1818, to Mary (Siriott) Harper; and lived in this county the remainder of his life; died January 13, 1878. Mrs. Harper died April 6, 1873. Mr. Harper was
a farmer, owning a farm of nine hundred and ninety-five acres.
He had five children, William Harrison, Minerva Ann, George AV.,
Thomas H . , and Mary L . , all of whom are living.
Walker G. H i l l , farmer, a native of Virginia, was born January
4, 1842, was partly raised in that state, and came to Ohio with his
parents in 1851, locating*iu the county aud township where he now
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lives. I l e was married, February 18, 1868, to A . M . McFarland,
who has borne him seven children: Minnie, Jessie, Edward, Anna,
AVilliam, Minerva, aud Charles; all of whom are living, save
Jessie and Anna, who died at quite early ages. Mr. Hill's parents
were natives ut' Virginia. Mr. Hill died in that state, in 1873.
Mrs. Hill died in this county, April 13, 1875; she was visiting her
sun, Walker, when she was laid on her death bed and died at his
house. Our subject and his wife are members of the Methodist
Church. His parents were members of the Baptist Church.
John Hough, fanner, is a native of this county, where he was
reared and educated; was born A p r i l 1828, and was married A p r i l ,
1853, to Evaline (Mercer) Hough, of the same county ; no children.
Mr. Hough has a farm of sevent3 -lour acres where he lives; heraises
grain and stock. Mrs. Hough is a member of the Brotestant Methodist Church. Our subject's parents were natives of Virginia. M r .
Hough died in that state; Mrs. Hough in Fayette County, Ohio, in
the year 1855.
John Hutslar, farmer and cooper, Grape Grove, is a native of
Frederick County, Virginia, and was born April 2, 1830.
Was
twice married; first to Mary A . Gibbins, four children being born
to him, James AV., Emily, Alary F., and John Ollie, two of whom
survive. John Ollie and Emily have been called to their eternal
home. Mrs. Hutslar also died in 1862. M r . Hutslar married Buth
M . Evans in 1861. Twelve children were born to them, all of
whom are living except one. who died in his early infancy. Mr.
Hutslar has a farm of one hundred and forty acres, on which he
lives. He works at his trade a part of each winter. He and Mrs.
Hutslar are members of the Christian Church.
Six of the children are also members of the same denomination.
Mr. and Mrs.
Hutslar were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
Virginia.
Givens Backey, farmer, Jamestown, is a native of Bockbridge
County, Virginia, aud was born in June, 1826. He came to this
county in 1829, and he has been a permanent resident since that
time. Was married to Margaret A n n Turnbull, February 7, 1855.
They have four children living: James Harvey, Cyrus C , AVilliam
Hüntel-. Joseph Clarke; one died in his infancy. Mr. Backey has
a farm of one hundred and twenty-one acres, where he lives, and
one of one hundred acres on the Charleston road, two mi es from
Jamestown. Farms to both grain and stock. Mr. and Mrs. Lackey
7
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are members of the Luited Presbyterian Church—Mr. Lackey
uniting in the spring of 1855, Mrs. Lackey some time before. Mr.
Lackey's parents w ere natives of Virginia, and died in this county.
Isaac, Givens' father, died September 30, 1x50. Mrs. Lackey died
November 30, 1872. Mr. Lackey remembers when the wooden
plows were in use, and when the mode of threshing grain was with
the flail, or tramping it with horses.
He also remembers seeing
wild deer and turkey on the farm where he now lives.
(). Maurice Larkin, farmer, South Charleston, was born, reared
and partly educated in this county: was principally educated in the
Xenia, and Richmond, Indiana, colleges. Was married to Laura
Atkinson, March 8, 1874, two children being born to him, Paul
Penn and Mary Frances, both living. Mr. Larkin farms to both
grain and stock; has a farm of two hundred acres where he lives,
and one hundred and twentv acres in Lvou County, Kansas. . M r .
and Mrs. Larkin removed to Kansas shortly after they were married, remained there until March, 1879, and then returned to Ohio,
where they have since lived. Mr. Larkin spent two years in Alabama before be was married. He and his father took mules to the
south for sale.
Jehu McDorman, farmer, Grape Grove, is a native of this county,
and was born March 25.1832. Was married June 6,1861, to Mary
E. Rogers, of Fayette County, wdio was born June 22, 1836, and
by w hom he had three children, Joseph F., Pella, and Maud Pelle,
all of whom are living. Mr. McPorman has a well improved farm
of one hundred and forty-four acres, where he lives, and one of
five hundred acres on the county line of Greene and Fayette counties.
He remembers when this locality was a dense forest, and
when the best school house of this vicinity was.a log structure,
formerly occupied by a negro family. His father, James McPorman, is a native of Xorth Carolina; was born September 25, 1800.
Came to Ohio, and located in Fayette County, where Jeffersonville
now stands. There were no wdiite people nearer than thirty miles
of that place then, except his father's family, and the families of
Thomas and Abner. Mí'. Mt Dormán removed to Greene County
in 1834, where he lived until 1875, w hen he went to Clarke County,
where he now lives. John, James' father, died in Fayette County.
AVhen James came to this county, there were a great many Indians
located near where Oldtown now stands. They would often pass
his house in going to Chillicothe. He was married in 1828 to
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Susan Cooper. The} have ren red a family of eiglit children, all
of whom are living, save Harrietta, who died June, 1877. M r .
McBorman's first school house was made of round logs, had no
floor, and windows made of greased paper.
Jesse N . McFarland, farmer, Cedarville, was born November 10,
1819, and has been a resident of this county all his life. Was married to Mary A . Harper, September 8, 1842. Seven children are
the result of this union : Louisa, Virginia, Anstace, George R.,
Alexander I L , Charles 0., and Laura A . ; Louisa and Virginia deceased. The children are all married but Charles. Mr. McFarland has a farm of three hundred and eighty-five acres, on wdiich
he lives. He rents most of his land, and does but little farming.
Mf- and Mrs. McFarland are members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church of Jamestown. They feel that when they are called from
earth, they will reach the home of the redeemed on high.
Hugh McKillip, farmer, Jamestown, was born in Fayette County,
Ohio, December 25,1820, and was reared in that county. Has been
twice married; first, to Margaret Mills, April 10, 1846, and had
three children by this union—Esther, Elizabeth, and John W., two
of whom are living, Esther being called from earth at the early
age of thirteen. Her mother departed this life in July, 1851. Mr.
McKillip was married to Mary Kiser, of Clarke County, A p r i l 12,
1865. Six children were the result of this marriage: Margaret,
Harlow, Lucy May, Jacob, Rachel I L , and Effa, three of whom are
living; Margaret, Harlow, and Rachel H . deceased. Our subjëct
has a farm of three hundred and sixty-five acres, well improved, on
"which he lives, it being one of the desirable localities of the township, and farms chiefly to grain, though handling some stock. Mrs.
McKillip is a member of thejBaptist Church society, near Selma.
William Mercer, farmer, Jamestown, is a native of this county,
and was born September 22, 1835. Was married, April 4, 1860, to
Nancy A . Skeen, of Highland County, wdio died March 23, 1878,
leaving a family of three children, James A., Hattie B., and Emma.
Mrs. Mercer was a member of the Protestant Methodist Church, in
wdiich she lived an exemplary life, having been thoroughly and
soundly converted, and died in the triumphs of a living faith. James
is a member of the church in which his mother lived and died.
Mr. Mercer has a farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres, on
which he lives, farming chiefly to grain. His children are all at
home with him, and are a comfort to him in the lonely hours of
deprivation of his loving wife's society.

762

HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY.

Uriah Paullin, farmer. Jamestown, is a native of this county;
was horn October 14,1842. and reared and educated in this county ;
was married to Avy Evens. June 11. 18(18, and lias two children,
Frank W . and Fannie E.. both of whom are living. Mr. Paullin
has a farm of two hundred and thirty-five acres, well improved, on
which he lives, farming chiefly to grain. His wife and himself are
charter members of the New Light (or Christian) Church of Jamestown. Mr. Paullin had been a student of the Bible some years;
and believing the Bilde required it, he united with the church, fie
has been a reader of the Christian Herald for years, which paper
was a weekly visitor at his father's house for years, and still continues "in his own family.
Ruth V . Paullin. Jamestown, was born in Clarke County, Ohio,
Becember 5,1827, and was married, September 10,1848, to AVilliam
Paullin, who was killed, June 17, 1864, in the hattie of Richmond.
He volunteered to tight in defense of his beloved country, and sacrificed his life for the perishing government. Six children are the
result of their marriage. Florence P., Emma, Josephine, Edgar A.,
Estella, and Louis, five of whom are living: Florence died Febrnary 20,1876. Mrs. Paullin.has a farm of eighty-six acres, well improved, on which she lives. Her father, AVilliam Yickers, was a
native of Maryland, her mother of AVest Virginia. Mrs. Paullin is
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Her son Florence
was a volunteer in the late war, and was discharged June 5, 1865.
Thomas J. Paullin, farmer. Jamestown, is a native of this county ;
was born Becember 23, 1827, and in June, 1855, was married to
Sarah E. Gundy, by whom he had four children: Adam Gundy,
Flora, Bavid E., and Willis J., two of whom are living. M r . Paullin owns a farm of one hundred and twenty-four acres, well improved, on which he lives, and once had three hundred and twentytwo acres of land where he now lives, hut lost all but one hundred
and twenty-four acres by securing friends iu business transactions.
He farms chiefly to grain at present, formerly to stock. Mr. and
Mrs. Paullin are members of the Xew Light (or Christian) Church
of Jamestown. Mr. Paullin's parents (Bavid and Susan) were also
natives of this county, and members of the same church.
Charles B. Bennington, tarifer, Selma, Clarke County, was born
May 12, 1843, and reared in Chester County, Bennsylvania. Came
to Ohio in 1865, and located in Champaign County, remaining until
1878, when he came to this county. AVas married to Ann A t k i n -
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son, October 3, 1877. They have one child, Mary Laura, aged
nineteen months. Mr. Pennington farms chiefly to grain, and has
a farm of one hundred and sixty-four and a half acres, well improved, on which he lives. Mr. and Mrs. Pennington are members
of the Friends' Church. Mr. Pennington was educated in that
church in Pennsylvania, aud was then a member of the " Hieksites."
After he came to Ohio, he became converted to the faith of orthodox Friends, and united with them. He is a strictly temperate
man; never chewed or smoked tobacco, or tasted intoxicating
liquors, and never took the name of God in vain. His Christian
life has been one of great satisfaction to him. M r . and Mrs. Samuel Pennington, Charles' parents, were natives of Pennsylvania.
Mrs. Pennington died, February 14,'1877, aged seventy-two years.
Mr. Pennington is living in Champaign County.
Isaac Taylor, farmer, Jamestown, was born on the Atlantic
Ocean, near New Y o r k . His parents were natives of Ireland, and
were on their way to America when Isaac was born. They located
in Rockbridge County, Virginia, where Mr. Taylor, sen., died,
about forty-seven years after his arrival at that place. Our subject
was married in Rockbridge County, to Frances Gilmore, of that
county, whose father and grandmother were captured by Indians
in Rockbridge County, Virginia, and brought to where Oldtown,
Greene County, Ohio, now stands, and were kept there several
years, when they were rescued by some white men, and taken back
to Virginia, where she lived the remainder of her life. The marriage of Mr. Taylor and Miss Gilmore resulted in the birth of nine,
and the rearing of five children, four having died in early life.
Magdalene, AVilliam G., John F., Daniel, and Isaac still survive.
Mr. Taylor came to Ohio in 1827, and located in Preble County, remaining there two years, and then came to this county, residing
here ever since. He has seen this country changed from the
wooden, wet country, as it was when he came here, to a pleasant,
fertile state, as it is now. Aír. Taylor has a farm of two hundred
and three acres, on which he now lives, and has given his children
four hundred and ninety-seven acres.
John Towell, farmer, Grape Grove, was born in this county, May
13, 1818, and has been a resident of the county all his life. Was
married to Catharine Routh, June 9, 1839, by whom he had eight
children : Evestes F., Mary E., Sarah J., Eliza M., Martha J., John
C , Miranda, aud Catharine M . , five of whom survive. Of these,
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all are married except Catharine M . , who is still at home with her
parents. Mr. Towel 1 was elected justice of the peace in 1872, and
has held the office since that time, and has held all the offices of
the township. John Towell, sen., father of John, jnn., came to this
county in 1810; was a soldier in the war of 1812, and died in 1821.
His wife died in A p r i l . 1880. They were both natives of Virginia.
This county was almost an unbroken forest when they came here,
and they took an active part in the labor of making this township
as productive and pleasant as it now is.
James Turnbull, farmer, is a native of Davidson County, Tennessee; came to Montgomery County, Ohio, with his parents, in
1809; removed to this county in 1815, and has been a resident ever
since! Was married, December 22, 1831, to Susan Bull, by whom
he has had ten children, six of whom are living. Mr. Turnbull
is a member of the United Presbyterian Church; as was also Mrs.
Turnbull, who died A p r i l 10, 1879. William, James' father, died
in Warren County, Illinois, May 17. 1834: his wife in Montgomery County, Ohio, August 27, 1811. About eighty years after
AVilliam Turnbull was married, his descendants numbered two
hundred and five—one hundred and two males, and one hundred
and three females. Of these there were at that time sixty-nine
males and seventy-one females living. William reared a family of
seven sons and two daughters, of whom there are but two living.
James has a farm of one hundred and fifty three acres, on which
he lives. Has two sons and one daughter at home, two daughters
married, and one son (James, jr.) in Kansas, preaching.
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either of the contesting towns, so as to decide the matter then and
there. He did as requested, and the result was a majority of one
in favor of Xenia.
[ util his vote was cast his préférence was unknown. Three Jamestownites, Mendenhall, Camphell, and Browder, forgetting the day upon which the election was held, failed to
he present, otherwise the vote would have stood in favor of Jamestown by a majority of three. B will lie observed that neither
town is located in the center: hence, the chances of the selection
of either were equally favorable.
"The first marriage alliance was formed by "Washington Strong
and Sallie Mendenhall. Xo cards. Mrs. Nancy Stephens, nee
Mendenhall, was the first child born iu Jamestown."
THE FIRST FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION.

From the Tribune interview with Sylvester Strong, we extract
the following :
" T h e first Fourth of July celebration was held at this (Adams)
tavern, in 1830. Seven old soldiers of the revolutionary war were
present. I remember of riding over the country, telling them to
come. Among them was a man named Allen, a relative of Ethen
Allen of revolutionary fame: his descendants now live at Allentown, Fayette County. Others present were, Bobert Snodgrass,
Asa Beaves, and Samuel Webb.
The last named was present at
the surrender of Bord Cornwallis, and saw the General give up his
sword. The names of the others I don't recollect."'
BIOGRAPHICAL.

John Adams, retired blacksmith, Jamestown, is a native of Bockbridge County, Virginia; was born September 2, 1811; reared and
remained in that place till twenty-six years of age, when he came
to Jamestown, aud has since resided in this place. He married
Miss Harriet Dawson, a native of Berkeley County, Virginia, September 8, 1840: she is a sister of B r . AV. W . Dawson, of Cincinnati, Dr. Dawson, of Columbus, and Br. Dawson, of Bellbrook.
Mr. Adams is a descendant of Bresident Adams. Has spent a portion of his life while here, blaeksmithing, and was successful in.accumulating a sufficient amount of means to live his declining years
retired from active labor—has at least fifteen thousand dollars.
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Camé to Jamestown in 1838, and has witnessed many of the changes
made in this county since that time. There were no railroads, no
pikes, and but little business compared to the present.
Two children, Sarali A. and Mary A., were born to our subject, both living.
Mary A . was married to John C. Stewart, June 5, 1869; they have
one child, John B . Mr. and Mrs. Adams and children are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Jamestown. l i e is a
member of Lodge No. 181, I . O. O. F. He joined the fraternity iu
October, 1851.
John Q. Adams, merchant and carpenter, Jamestown, is a son of
Zina B. and Eliza (Sharp) Adams; was born in Jamestown—where
he now lives, aud has a good store-room and a handsome residence
—March 8, 1837. Was reared and educated here, and married,
October 25, 1866, to Miss Laura 11 Spark, a daughter of Gideon
and Phoebe Spark, by Revs. Black and Baker. Mr. Adams was in
the mercantile business from 1860 to 1876, when he sold to his
brother, M . 0. He and his wife are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. His father died in Jamestown, May 22, 1841.
Mrs. Adams then married Mr. James McBowney, March 20, 1819,
who died September 2,1878. Mrs. McBowney's first husband kept
hotel iu this place about twelve years before his death.
She continued in the business for some time after her marriage with McBowney, making in all about forty years.
Our subject's brother,
Thomas H . , served three )¿ears in the rebellion in Company A ,
Seventy-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Moody commander. Enlisted October 9,1861. Came home without a wound.
Morgan 0. Adams, merchant, Jamestown, is a son of Zina B . and
Eliza B. (Sharp) Adams, who were married Becember 26,1830, four
children being the result of the union : Morgan O., Samuel, John
Q., and Thomas H . , three living; Samuel died February 8, 1854.
Mr. Adams, sr.'s, father, Reuben, was born August 7,1775, in Massachusetts. He married Miss Mary Bosworth, of Delaware County,
New York. They died in Clinton County, Ohio. Came here about
1814. There were nine children of this family: Allen, Catherine,
John B., Garra V., Zina B., Royal B., Caroline, Jane, and A rabel.
Caroline married Chas Hathaway, Arabel, Solomon Sharp, Jane,
Thomas Demoss, Catherine, Mr. Black. There is but one of this
family living—Boyal, residing in Missouri. Mr. Adams' mother is
a daughter of Samuel and Susanna (Cook) Sharp. He was born
September 22, 1780, and married in 1805, in Pennsylvania There
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were eight children by this marriage: Morgan, Eliza, Thomas,
Liddie, Henry, Susanna, Samuel, and Melissa. Liddie married
Tliomas Dem oft* after the death of his first wife, Jane Adams,
Susan to Keiiben Moorman, and Melissa to Nelson Powers.
Our
subject was horn in Brown County, April 15, 1863, and came with
his parents to Jamestown the following fall, where he was reared
and twice married, first to Miss Amanda M . Johnson, daughter of
J. 0. and Jane (Greenwood) Johnson. November 1, 1852. One
child, James Harvey, who is in the dry goods business in this [dace,
is the result of this union. He was born August 28, 1855. Mrs.
Adams died March 6, 1*63; Mr. Adams then married Mrs. Flora
(Boyer) Armstrong, August 27. 1860. She had one child, Thomas
James, by her first marriage: he is in business with Mr. Adams.
Harvey was born November 21, 1800. There is one child by the
last marriage, Mary K., who was horn November 29, 1871. Mr.
Adams and wife are members of the Christian Church.
lie is a
member of the Masonic fraternity of Jamestown. Is a good business man, and a prominent citizen.
Misses Rhoda and Keziah Beason, Jamestown, daughters of W i l liam aud Catharine Beason. M r . Beason was a native of South
Carolina, and went to Tennessee with his parents at quite an early
age. Came to this county when a lad, and lived the remainder of
his life here. Married the mother of our subjects, Miss Catharine
Hite, about 1826. They were parents of. six children: Pollie, Margaret, Rhoda, an infant son, Keziah. and Catharine; three are living, Rhoda, Keziah. and Catharine. Mr. Beason was previously
married to Miss Mary Standberry, by whom he had eight children ;
six lived to maturity. He served six months in the war of 1812.
Bis first wife and himself were members of the Predestinarían
Baptist Church, in wdiich faith they died. The subjects of this
sketch have a farm of fifty acres, w hich is the old home farm, situated three miles southwest of Jamestown, on which they live.
Rebecca Binegar, Jamestown, is a daughter of James and Bebecca (Resse) Simmons. He was born November 28,1802, and she
January 9, 1801. They were parents of twelve children: Thomas
TV., born October 10, 1823: Jane E., born A p r i l 28, 1825, died October 19, 1841 ; Josiah W., born iu 1832; Rebecca, born Becember
12, 1828; Jane P., born November 16. 1830, died November 11,
1844: Alfred R.. born November 27, 1832; Matilda, born March
18, 1838, died in 1877: Julia E., born December 12,1840; John,
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iborn July 27,1843; Jacob, born in August, 1815, died July 9,1871.
Our subject was married to James Binegar in 1*18. Seven children
were the result of this union. The first died in infancy. John B.,
born August 29, 1814: Simmons, born September 19, 1850; John
W., born July 13,1*50; Ella A., born September 24,1857; Mary
Ellen, born October 18,1859 : Amanda, born April 20, 1815. Mrs.
Binegar is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mi-.
Bineerar was also a member of that church. The widow has a
farm of sixty-seven acres, which her sons cultivate, and on which
they live. Her parents were members of the Friends Church, and
her husband's parents were members of the Methodist Episcopal.
This is a family of reputable children, of whom the mother is
proud. She, though widowed, is cared for and guarded by her
•dutiful sons.
Martha (Lockhart) Botler, mendiant, was born in Adams County,
Ohio, June, 1823, and came with her parents to this township, in
1824, where she was reared, and where she married Mr. Edward
Botler, a native of Maryland, May, 1845. There were five children
born unto them ; Arthur, Flora, Amelia. Kate, and Mattie; all of
whom are living, save Amelia, who died at the very early age of
two years and six months. A r t h u r and Flora are married. He is
engaged with his mother in the mercantile business in Jamestown,
where they live, and where his hither died, October 29, 1877, aged
sixty-five years and twenty-two days. He had been engaged in
merchandise, in the room where the mother and son now do business, for many years before his death. Mrs. Butler has a good
home on Limestone Street, on which the store room is situated.
She and three daughters, are members of the Disciple Church. M r .
Botler was a member of the Odd-fellows, and a highly respected
citizen.
John (1. Clemens, retired farmer, Jamestown, is a son of John
and Susanna (Slagal) Clemens, who were natives of Augusta County, Virginia, where they were reared and married. There were ten
children of this family—Catharine, George, John G., Nancy, Gasper, Christopher, Mary, Rachel, Susan, and Emily—-six of whom
survive; Nancy, Gasper, Christopher, and Mary, deceased. The
surviving ones, save Catharine, live in this county, where the parents died ; the father, January 21,1866, aged eighty-one years,, and
the mother, March 7, 1871, in the seventy-fifth year of her age.
The father served four years and eleven mouths in the wa • of 1812,
7
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Came to Ohio about 1815, and located in ornear Springfield, Clarke
County, where he remained two years, and then went to Xenia, remaining there a short time, removing from there to Shawanoes
Creek, and remained four years. From there he went to w hat is
now Jasper Township, and located about four miles west of Jamestown, near where he died. Our subject was bom near Xenia, January 21,1*20, and was married, February 1, 1*41, to Miss Margaret
Long, a daughter of William and Mary A . (Hagler) Long. Three
children are the result of this marriage : Mary L., Margaret L., and
Gertrude M.. two of whom are deceased—Mary, October 10, 180"),
aged twenty years and six months: Margaret. June 1, 1869, aged
twenty-one years aud nine months. Gertrude, who is living, was
born September 12. I860, and is a bright, intelligent girl. M r .
Clemens has a farm of otic hundred and ninety-one acres in Jasper
Township, about four miles west of Jamestown: a farm of two
hundred and twenty-four acres in Madison County, Indiana ; about
twenty-five acres of the Jamestown fair-ground, aud a fine, large
brick residence, well furnished, in Jamestown, where he lives, retired from active business. The wealth he has is the result of good
management and industry. He was elected justice of the peace in
1854, and served twenty-seven years, and was elected county commissioner in 1862, and served one term. Himself and family are
exemplary members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He joined
this church in 1842, and his deceased daughters died triumphantly
in the same faith. Mí'. Clemens has heen steward of-the church
about fort\' years.
William P. Conry, farmer, Jamestown, is a son of Jonathan Gonry, a native of Kentucky, and Elsie (Whalon) Conry, a native of
Xew Jersey. They were married near Cincinnati, where they live.
They had a family of eleven children, of whom William is the
tenth. Six children are living. AVilliam was born near Cincinnati,
Xovember 12, 1836, where he was reared, and where he married
Miss Margaret A . Peeler, daughter of David and Eliza Peeler, February 2, 185*. Ten children are the result of this union: Arlina,
Emma L., Lucila, Edna, Albert S., Gertrude M., Charlie, Frank I I . ,
Posa C , aud an infant, the first-born, who died unnamed. Luella
also is deceased. Mr. Conry came to this county in 1866, aud has
since resided here. He has a home consisting of fourteen acres,
situated one mile and a half west of Jamestown. He and his wife
are members of the Methodist Church. He served five years as a
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military man, and was in the state service a great portion of the
time; served several months during the rebellion, in Company I ,
One Hundred and Thirty-Eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry; was in
the battles at Richmond, Virginia, and came home without a wound,
lie has in his possession letters of thanks for duties performed
w hile on "special duty," from Abraham Lincoln, John Brough, and
Edwin M . Stanton.
Captain J. R. Crane, was born in Clarke County, this state, and
is the son of Joseph M . aud Bulcina Ann Crane. His father was
horn in Ohio, in the year 1807, and his mother is a native of the
State of Kentucky. She moved to Clarke County with her parents
at an early age. Her maiden name was Donovan. His father
moved from Clarke to Wood County, in the year 1860; remained
there until 1868, and then moved to Pulaski County, Illinois, aud
remained there until his death, wdiich occurred in October, 1878.
His mother died in 1853. Thus passes away our pioneers. To
them were born nine children: Elizabeth R., William R., Eliza J.,
Lewis F., James I I . , Marian M., Semlida Jane, Amina M., and our
subject, the eldest. Six of this family still live, all grown to manhood and womanhood. The boyhood of the captain was spent on
the farm with his father, six miles west of Springfield; attended
the schools of the period, where the rudiments of his education
were obtained, and afterward attended school at the Springfield
Academy. Embarked in the saddlery and harness business at Cedarville, this county, in 1854, and remained in the same, doing a
successful business, until the breaking out of the war, when he enlisted as a private in Company I ) , Forty-Fourth Ohio Volunteers.
The regiment marched to West Virginia; was there some fourteen
months; was honorably discharged in October, 1862, on account of
ill-health; re-enlisted, December 28, 1862, in the Tenth Ohio Battery, as a private, with a conditional commission i f he mustered in
so many men, wdiich he did, and received a second lieutenant's
commission; was promoted to captain, November 14, 1863, and remained in service until the close of the war. He had command of
the battery from the time of his arrival, in May, on account of the
balance of the officers being under arrest. After the dose of the
war he again resumed business in Cedarville, and remained there
eight years, doing a fair business. He .then removed to Jamestown,
and coïniiiéuced the saddlery and harness business, in which he still
continues, having a fine trade, ami enjoying the confideuce of his
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customers,which is á source of pleasure as well as profit, in April,
1880. he was elected to the office of mayor, and is at present tilling
the office to the satisfaction of his constituency. He and his wile
are members of the Presbyterian Church.
Elizabeth (Degroot) Davi-. retired. Jamestown, was born in Canada, "November 22, 1808. Came with her parents to Ohio, in April,
1822, where they lived till the mother, I'hcebe (Boyce) Davis, died
April, 1821; after which the father, Cornelius, went to Fort Wayne,
Indiana, and died September, 1830, aged fifty-four years. Our
subject was married to John J. Davis. July 24, 1828. Eight children are the result of this marriage: Adelia, David. .James, Mary
J., Andrew .)., Elizabeth, John, and Amanda ; Amanda, James and
Andrew are deceased. Mr. Davis died November 22, 1877.
He
was born April 13.1800.
Mrs. Davi* has lived in this township
since 1822, when there were but four frame houses in what is now
Jamestown, whose buildings are largely brick. Thon there was
no church here, the religious services being held in private houses.
There were but few school houses in the township, and they were
log. Mr. and Mrs. Davis joined the Methodist Episcopal Church
in 1831, in which church he died triumphantly—and she is living a
consistent life. He held the church offices of steward and trustee.
Their lives have proved a financial as well as Christian success.
When first married they had but little money; by industry and
good management, however, thev accumulated a handsonie'rVirtune.
Thcv gave each child four thousand dollars, and she has a competency for life,
lier son, David has a farm in military survey No.
1,084, this township, of "tie hundred ami seventy-two acres, une
hundred acres having been bought by his grandfather. David, in
1812. The writer saw the deed for this land to David, sr., bearing
date August 4, 1812.
Bridget Dwyer, Jamestown, is a native of Leinster, Ireland, ami
was born in December, 1834. Lived there until sixteen years of
age, when she, with her parents, Thomas and Mary (Bryan) Kavanaugh, came to the United States, and landed in Bowcrsville, this
county, in 18Ö0. 01 this family there were seven children: Mary,
Bridget, Johu, Simon, Andy. .Vim. and William, all living save
Andy, wdio died in 1X03. aged twenty-two years. Our subject was
married to Tinmtln Dwyer. November It), 18">2, nine children being the resull of tbi.- union: John, Thomas, Dennis, William,Timothy, bunes, Andy, and Margaret; two have died, William and
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Margaret.
Aír. Dwyer died May 13, 1875, aged about sixty-one
years. Mrs. Dwyer bas a farm of one hundred and sixty-six acres,
on which she and her family reside.
This family are members of
the Catholic Church, and well respected citizens.
Samuel F. Evans, grocer, Jamestown, is a son of William H . and
Rebecca (Fosbott) Evans, who were natives of Rockbridge County,
Virginia, and married in Jamestown.
There were three children
of the family, Samuel, Milton, and Elizabeth V., all living.
The
sons are both married; Elizabeth is living with our subject, who
married Miss Elizabeth Ballard, a daughter of William, wdio is a son
of Simon, October 17, 1878. He has been engaged in the grocery
husincss about six years—does a business amounting to at least
twenty thousand dollars a year.
Be was born in this township,
where he has since resided, except six years of his childhood, when
he lived in Marshaltown, Iowa.
He is a respected citizen, and a
good business man. His mother was a devout member of the
Presbyterian Church ; taught her children to do right, and to follow her footsteps in Christian life. The father was in the rebellion
—a mendier of the Seventy-Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry:—
and took a company of men to Nebraska to fight the Indians; he
started as captain, but his major being killed shortly after, he was
promoted to a majorship. I l e went into the service in 18Ö3, and
remained until after the close of the war. Our subject was elected
city treasurer of Jamestown in the spring of 1880, wdiich office he
still holds.
James A . Fields, farmer, Jamestown, is a son of John and Mary
(Hite) Fields. They w-ere born in Virginia, and married in Ohio.
There are ten children: Andrew, Margaret, Alfred, Jane, Lucinda,
John, Sarah, James A., "William, and an infant; five living, Margaret, John, Sarah, James A . , and William. A l l were born in this
county; James May 14,1832.
Was married January 4. 1855, to
Miss Pollie Lawrence, of this county. Five children attest their
union : Milon L . , "William S., Mary E., Lucinda S., and an infant,
deceased. Mary E. was married, August 19, 1880, to James H .
King, of this county. The others are unmarried, and at home with
their parents. Mr. Fields has a farm of thirty-eight acres ; farms
chiefly to grain. He has lived in this county all his life, except
about nine years that he lived in Clinton County.
John I I . Fields, farmer, a native of this county, born March 15,
1827. His father was married and came to this county, in 1815;
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located on the farm of seventy-tive arres where our subject now
lives, and lived the remainder of his life. Mr. Fields has a farm
of fifty-one acres, well improved, three miles southwest of .lamestown, on which he lives, and on which he was reared.
lie also
has a farm of fifty acre-, two and one-half miles southwest of
.huiiesti.wn. lie was twice married: first to Miss Mary Turner, a
daughter of Henry, who . l i d .January 7, 1*73, aged forty-seven
years. He then married hi- present wife. Miss Sarah ('. Hell. December 24, 1*74.
Albert G a ringer, farmer, native of Fayette County, Ohio, born
March, 1*34, and i> a sou of David and Serene (Yeoman) Garinger.
l i e is a native of Virginia, and came to Ohio when about fifteen
years of age: located in Fayette on the bank of Faint Creek, where
he and Mrs. G., were married, and where he lived the remainder of
bis life, l i e was horn in l«0o; she in Xew York, in 1800. They
were married about 1828. They had a family of nine.children, all
of whom are living, and are healthy, hale people. They never had
a doctor to
any of the children while at home. Mr. Garinger
died October. 1*74. She is .-till living.
Our subject, the fourth
child, was born March. 1*34.
l i e was married October 31, 1858,
to Miss Augelinc Little, daughter of Adam and Mary (Blue)Little;
ten children are the result of this union: Simon M., William F.,
Laura M., Oliver 0., Albert B., Sophrona A., Bavid A., Ida F.,
Stephen E., and James W . ; all of whom are living save Sophrona. who died at the ago of three years and nine months. Mr.
Garinger has a farm of eight hundred acres, well improved, situated three and one-half miles east of Jamestown.
When he was
married, his father gave him two hundred and fifty acres of land
in the woods and swamps, which cost five thousand five hundred
dollars. Since then, he has made, and invested in land, at least
thirtv-fivc thousand dollars. The first piece he bought, was fiftyeio-ht and a iiuarlcr acres, in 1871. When at twenty years of age,
he went west: took passage on steamboat at Cincinnati, went'down
to the Mississippi, thence to St. doc, thence to Salt Lake, where he
saw Brigham Voting and his wives marching in a procession;
thence to San Francisco, where he took a steam ship to Xew York,
then came home, and has since been content to live a quiet life.
He is a natural genius : can make almost anything with tools.
James I I . Glass, blacksmith, is a son of Powhatan and Harriet
(Wright) Glass, who were natives of Virginia. They came to Ohio
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about the year 1823, and located in Highland County, where they
remained a few years, and then removed to Madison County. Returned to Highland, perhaps in same year, where James was born,
February 11,1828; came to this county, about 1835, where they remained, perhaps, four years; then returned to Highland County,
where Mr. Glass died in 1839. Mrs. Glass is still living.
There
were six children of this family, of whom three are living. Mrs.
Glass married a Mr. William Bragg after M r . Glass's death, by
which marriage she had one child, with whom she is living. James
has been a resident of this county since 1839; except, one winter
spent, in Iowa. He learned his trade in this county, beginning as
an apprentice in 1850. Has since been engaged in the business except four years, wdiich time he was engaged in the confectionery
business in Jamestown, where he has a residence, blacksmith shop,
and business room. He is a good workman, and enjoys a large patronage. He was married July 11, 1849, to Miss Hannah Turner,
a daughter of William and Elizabeth (Gruizen) Turner, seven children being the result of this union: Bauline A., Hannah A., W i l liam P., Vinson A . , Martha M., Harriet E., and Catherine V . ; four
of whom are living.
William, Vinson, and Harriet are deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Glass are members of the Christian Church of
Jamestown.
Gideon Harness, farmer, son of Peter and Susannah (Shook)
Harness, wdio were married in this county, in 1810. He died March
21, 1873, aged seventy-one years. She is still living, and was born
in Virginia, June 10, 1804; came with her parents to this county,
in 1810, where she and Mr. Harness were married, A p r i l 19, 1827.
They had eight children ; seven of whom are living. Mr. and Mrs.
Harness were members of the Methodist Church. He had been a
member of this church for thirty years, and died in the faith in
which he had lived. When they came to this county it was quite
new and wild. They have witnessed and helped to make many
changes. Gideon was born Becember 10, 1827, in this county,
where he w as reared, educated, and where he married Miss Eliza
J. Smith, daughter of Charles, April 7, 1853. Two children was
the result of this union : Marion and Rosa, both living.
Mr. Harness has a farm of one hundred and eighty-seven acres, on which
he lives, situated three miles southwest of Jamestown.
He is a
member of the Methodist Church of New Jasper, also a member of
tbeMasonic fraternity of Jamestown. Marion is a mem oer of the
Baptist Church of Ceesar's Creek society.
T
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Orange S. Hatch, farmer, son of Ebenezer and Cynthia (Green)
Hatch, is a native of New York, where he was married. She
was a native of Connecticut.
They were parents of ten children,
of whom six arc living. Air. Hatch came to this county, in 1822,
and located about two miles south of Jamestown, where he lived the
remainder of his life. He bought forty acres of land for one hundred and sixty-two dollars and seventy-five cents, for which he could
nolipay at the time of purchase; hut by good management and industry, he finally paid for it. and added to it. until he had a farm
of one hundred and seventy-five acres well improved—on which
he died, January 2, 1*74, aged eighty-eight years. Airs. Hatch,
arso died there, January 11, 184-">, aged sixty-two years.
When
they came west, they located at Elizabethtown, Indiana, where
they remained perhaps three years, then came to this count}'. Our
subject was born August 18, 1820, on the farm where he was reared
and where he now lives. He has a farm of two hundred and one
acres, well improved. He was married October 22, 1856, to Aliss
Clarissa Thomas of Carroll County, Ohio. She is a native of Jefferson County, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (McDowell)
Thomas. Four children are the result of this union : Emma 0.,
John T., Minnie 15.. ami Charlie G.; all of whom are living, save
John, who died September 24, 1863, was born January 28, 1859.
Emma was married to Allen T. Sutton, January 7, 1875.
They
have one child, John E. Air. and Airs. Hatch, and Emma, are
members of the Missionary Baptist Church. He is also a member of the Masonic fraternity of Jamestown.
Jonathan Jenkins, merchant, Jamestown, was born in Jefferson
County, October 9, 1808, where he was reared. I n his twentysecond year, he came to Clarke County via. AleConnelsville, to
which place he walked; thence to Marietta, and to Cincinnati by
boat; thence to South Charleston via. Xenia, arriving A p r i l 26,
1830. He was engaged as clerk in a dry goods and grocery store
six months, then he bought an interest iu the business of his employer, Charles Paist, and remained with him until 1833. He then
came to Jamestown, where he has since lived. Was twice married,
first to Aliss Ann Dawson, a sister of Drs. Dawson, of Cincinnati
and Columbus, Alay, 1834. Seven children are the result of this
union, Charles P., Elizabeth, George, Alary, Harriet, AVilliam, and
Samuel.
George is the only surviving one. Airs. Jenkins died
Xovember 4, 1844. He then married Lutitia Paullin, September
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19,1847. He hud seven children by this marriage: .Minerva A.,
David, Edwin, Charlie, Lillie, Pollie A., and Lucy. Minerva and
David are deceased. The mother died September 16, 1873. Mr.
Jenkins Avas elected justice of the peace about 1856, and served
about three years, but preferring to live a more quiet life, refused
to accept any other office. He is a respected citizen of this place,
-where he has built a reputation as a business man, and has made
many friends. His first wife was a member of the Campbejlite
Church ; the second wife of the New Light Church. George served
three years in Company E, Illinois Volunteer Infantry; was first
lieutenant of United States Volunteer Infantry ; served two years,
and then resigned the office. David was killed at Richmond, Indiana, by a railroad train, October 13', 1873.
William served three
years in the rebellion in the Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; was
killed in Arizona by the Indians, October 14, 1877.
Smith Jenks, farmer and stock dealer, Jamestown, is a native of
this county; was born January 1, 1845, and is a son of Levi and
Elizabeth (Sanders) Jenks, residents of Fayette County, where they
were married in 1822. They had a family of eight children—our
subject being the third—seven still liviug. Our subject was married in Fayette County, to Miss Rebecca, daughter of Enos and
Eunice (Ross) Harper, October, 1845. Two children, Alice J. and
Levi E., both living, are the result of this union. M r . Jenks has a
farm of fifty acres, well improved, situated three miles east of
Jamestown, where he lives. He is one of Silver Creek Township's
prominent stock dealers—trades in all kinds of stock.
He served
three months in the rebellion in Company C, F i f t h Ohio Cavalry.
Was in several heavy battles, and came home without a wound.
Edwin 0. Johnson, farmer, Jamestown, was born in Highland
County, on the fourth day of November, 1811, and is a son of
Pleasant and Nancy Johnson. His parents are both natives of Virginia; they were married there, and moved to Ohio in an early day,
settling in Highland County, ten miles southeast of Hillsborough,
and lived there twenty years ; they then moved to this county, settled
near Jamestown, and lived upon that place for twenty years; then
they moved upon the farm our subject now owns and lives upon,
two and one-half miles east of Jamestown. His parents are both
deceased ; his mother was a member of the Friends' Church. Our
subject's boyhood was spent upon the farm with his father: his education was received in a log school house, and his advantages
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were meagre. The school house had hut one window, and it was a
poor excuse, being a small hole cut in the side of the house and a
greased paper placed over it to admit the light. He was married
in December, 1833, to Hannah Watson. Nine children have been
born to them : Pascal L., Theodore F., W . W., Louisa J., Enos L.,
Pleasant 0., Mary, Jacob, and John W., all living, save the two last
named. Some of them are married and doing well, and the others
are with the old folks upon the farm. Mr. Johnson owns a fine
farm of one hundred and seventy-five acres, under a high state of
cultivation.
David D. Johnson, Paptist minister, was born in Hamilton County, Ohio, October 21, 1816, and is the son of James and Hannah
Johnson. His father was a native of Virginia, and his mother of
Pennsylvania. His father came to Ohio more than eighty years
ago, when the state was a vast wilderness, and settled on Short
Creek, in Belmont County, where he remained but a short time,
as he was a Methodist minister, and was moved froni place to
place, wherever his conference saw fit to send him. Nine children
were the fruits of this union, of whom two sons and three daughters are still living. Our subject, David, is next to the youngest.
Mrs. Johnson died some forty years ago ; her husband surviving
her some thirty years, and dying in February, 1869. Thus passed
away one of the early ministers, whose life was not one of ease,
but hard and constant labor. Our subject passed his boyhood days
with his father, and was raised to hard work. The rudiments of
his education were obtained at the schools of the period. "Was
married in 1836, to Mahala "Wolf, of Pichland County, whose
parents, both deceased, were very wealthy. Our subject was a
carpenter by trade, and followed that occupation for some years.
I n 1850, he was ordained by a Baptist council, in Bichland County.
I n the fall of that year he moved into the bounds of the Auglaize
Association, and received his first charge in Willshire, Van "Wert
County. I n about six months he moved from there to the Mad
Biver Association, and from there to this county, where he has
labored for twenty years, under the auspices of the Clinton Association.
These associations have received all his regular services.
By his marriage he has raised ten children to manhood and
womanhood, eight of whom are now living. Two sons were i n
the army, where one sacrificed his life.
William Johuson, farmer, Jamestown, is a sou of Ashley and
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Elizabeth (Shields) Johnson, and was born in Clinton County, this
state, April 9, 1821. Came to this county in 1846, and located on
the farm where he now lives, which consists of one hundred and
twelve acres. He had two hundred and twenty-seven acres before
he divided among his children. He was married in this township,
to Miss Abigail Shack, a daughter of Samuel and Abigail (McFarland) Shack, February 14, 1844. Four children are the result of
this union: James A., Francis M., Charlie M., and Cyrus H . , all of
whom are living, and all are married but Cyrus, who is at home
with bis parents. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are worthy members of
the Baptist Church, he uniting in 1849, and she about 1840, and
are good citizens. Their parents were also members of that denomination.
Elizabeth (Chalmers) Backey, retired, Jamestown, is a daughter
of John and Isabella (Turnbull) Chalmers; was born in Miami
Township, this county, March 23, 1830; removed with her parents
to Boss Township, when three years of age, where she was reared,
and where she married X . G. Lackey, October 29, 1846. There
were eight children born to them: Isaac X., Isabella, Margaret A.,
Johanna, John G., Nannie M . , Bosa B., and Frank E. G, five living;
Isaac, Johanna, and John, deceased, dying of diphtheria in November, 1860. That year was one of sadness to this family. Mrs.
Lackey's step-mother, who had been a mother to her, died in
March; Mr. Lackey was thrown from a horse in June, receiving
internal injuries, which resulted in his death, September 29, 1872.
Mrs. Lackey's mother died in November, 1844. When Mr. and
Mrs. Lackey were married, they had no money; but by their industry and good management accumulated quite a fortune. The
estate, after M r . Lackey's death, was worth $2,000 in cash, and one
hundred and sixty acres of land, where they lived. Mrs. Lackey
would, with the butter and eggs, keep the table provided, and also
the general wants of the house. The education that the children
received, aside from common schools, Mrs. Lackey paid the expenses of out of her own earnings, doing it from choice. Maggie
attended school in Nenia, and Nannie is there at Ibis writing.
Mrs. Lackey has a good residence in Jamestown, where she lives,
and one hundred and sixty acres of land (the home farm) in Boss
Township. Mrs. Lackey and the children are all members of the
Methodist Protestant Church, as was also her husband.
Eliab Latheu, farmer, son of Bela and Mary A . Lathen, was
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born in Fayette County, Ohio, August 17, 1835, and was reared
and educated at that place. Came to tins county in 18G3, where,
on the 24th of March, 1850, he had married Miss Virginia Hargrave, a daughter of Herbert I I . and Millie Hargrove. In 18G8 he
moved to Fayette County, where he remained until 1874,.and then
returned to this county, where he has since remained. They have
had eight children, five of whom are living: Bela F.. Charles, "VV.
A., Margaret J., and Delia M . : Levi L., Ida E., and Delia, deceased. They died at the respective ages of two months, three weeks,
and ten months. Mr. Lathen has a farm of one hundred and
seventy-two acres, well improved, where he lives, and two hundred and nine acres in Jefferson Township. This latter property
is the result of his wife's industry and economy.
Andrew H . Long, retired farmer, is a son of James and Alice
(Boggs) Long, the former a native of Virginia, and the latter of
Ohio, where they were married, November, 1804. There were
nine children in this family, of whom our subject was the f o u r t h ;
eight of them yet survive. M r . Long died November 22, 1852 ;
Mrs. Long died March 8, 1871, in this township. Andrew was
born in this township, May 1, 1831, and here he was reared and
educated. February 18, 1803, be was married to Miss Mattie B .
Bell, a native of this county. She is a daughter of William and
Rebecca Bell, who died in Shelby County, this state: the former,
January 1, 1846; the latter, March 29, 1862. There were eleven
children in this family, seven of whom are living. Mrs. Long is
the eighth child. Mr. Long has been engaged in farming since
his marriage, until three years ago, when he sold his farm and
retired to his homestead, a large brick residence on west Main
Street, Jamestown. Both himself and wife are members of the
Methodist Church, which he joined some thirty years since; his
wife having been a member thirty-seven years. Politically bis
affiliations are with the Republican party.
Thomas C. Moorman, the son of Micajah, who was the son of
Thomas^ who was the son of Thomas Moorman, who came from
Ireland about the year 1690. His wife came from England, and
they settled in North Carolina, and had four sons, Thomas, Chiles,
Andrew and Achilles; and thus the Moorman family was divided
into four branches. Thomas Moorman, the subject of this sketch,
was • a descendent of the fourth generation, and of the Thomas
branch. He was born in Bedford County, Virginia, Becember 17,
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17Ö5, aud his wife Alphracia Hope, in Carolina County, Virginia,
August 24, 1752. Our subject and his wife, daughter of John and
Mary Hope, were married, December 22, 1775, and settled in
Campbell County, near Lynchburg. They bad eight children:
Keuben, Micajah C , John I L , Chiles, Thomas I ' . , James, Charles
T., and Nancy. The first three named married in Virginia, about
the year 1806. Thomas 0. Moorman, sr., bought one thousand
acres of land in Silver Creek Township, Greene County, Ohio, of
Colonel John Watts, of Lynchburg, Virginia. Having secured a
home in the dense forest of the northwest, Thomas C. Moorman,
sr., with all his family, except Reuben and John, started on the 25th
day of June 1807, to move to Ohio. After a long and tedious journey, they arrived in Highland County, in the fall. About six miles
southeast of Leesburg, they moved into a small log cabin in the
woods, cleared three acres of ground, put it in wheat, and one acre
for turnips. During the winter aud spring, Micajah C. and James
built a log house on the late purchase in Silver Creek Township,
about one mile and a half east of Jamestown, on the south bank
of Silver Creek, for Micajah C. They boarded themselves anil
slept at Noah Strong's.
I n the mean time, the other boys cleared
fifteen acres in Highland County, for corn. During the summer,
James and Thomas built a log house for their father, one mile east
of Jamestown.
The only persons living in the neighborhood at
that time were, Noah Strong, Martin Mendenhall, Thomas Browder, Abraham Townsend, Harkles Turner, Allen Bay, and Christopher Hussey, who lived near Bowersville, on the Indian trail that
ran from some point on the Ohio Eiver through Highland County,
passing by the way of Lexington, Reeceville, Bowersville, and
Jamestown, aloug which the Moormans moved in the spring of
1809. Here upon the north bank of Silver Creek, our subject and
his family settled as one of the first pioneers of this section of
Greene County. The Indian trail served as a guide, but it was not
a road along which a man might drive a wagon and team. They
had to clear a road, and when they left the trail, they were guided
by blazes. About four miles east there were two prairies, named
by Thomas Moorman, sr., Elkhorn and Baldwin's; in one he had
found a part of an elk's horn, from which circumstance it was
named, and in the edge of the other a man by the name of Baldwin built a small log cabin, where he lived a few years, which fact
gave rise to the name of that prairie. These prairies affordgd
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coarse grass, which was made i lit* • hay by the first settlers, until
they could make meadows of their own lands. The workmen had
to look out for the black rattlesnake, which infested these prairies.
Interspersed ami on the outer edge were thickets of underbrush,
briers, vines, and long prairie grass, intertwined so as to form an
almost impenetrable barrier to man and beast. One of these thickets, larger than any of the others, was known by the name of the
Big Thicket, and served us a covert for wild beasts, such as deer,
bear, wild-eats, wild-hogs, foxes, wolves, etc.
Thomas C. Moorman, sr., was a great hunter.
On one occasion
be took his son Chiles with him, and coming upon the track of a
bear, the dogs followed it until they came up to Bruin, attacking
and keeping him at bay until the arrival of the hunters, whereupon
Chiles ran up to knock the bear in the head, and by some means
missed his aim, and the bear caught hold of one of his legs.
lie
could neither defend nor extricate himself until his father liberated
him by aiming between the boy's legs and shooting the bear in the
head.
Micajah C. was a blacksmith, and did all of that kind of work
required iu the neighborhood. Thomas 1'. was a surveyor, and did
nearly all of that kind of work in this part of the county; he was
occasionally called to settle the disputes between parties caused by
the inacuracies of the surveyor. Chiles and James were the first
members of the family that attended any religious meeting after
moving to Greene County, which was held at David Falkner's, who
lived near where l'aintersvillc now is. The first religious meeting
of Friends in the neighborhood, was held at Thomas G. Moorman,
sr.'s, house, and continued there until about the year 1810. Friends
then built a house on the southwest corner of Samuel Johnson's
land, of logs, twenty feet square, divided into two apartments, by a
plank partition runniug through the center, made iu sections, so as
to slide up and down ; thus the two rooms could be converted into
one. There was a door in each room, the men passing through
one to their apartment, the women through the other to theirs. I n
time of business meeting, the partition was closed; thus constituting two meetings of business, the men and women each having a
clerk, and i f any thing came up iu either meeting requiring joint
action, there was a messenger appointed to inform the other.
The first school house was built on the hill a few rods southwest
of where James Heath now lives, and Zephaniah Leonard taught
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the first school. The next house was built a few years later, on
James Moorman's land, not far from the southwest corner ; Thomas
P. Moorman taught the first school here. These schools were all
supported by subscription; text hooks—Webster's spelling honk,
English reader, New Testament scriptures, Pike's arthmetic, Murrey's grammar, and writing. There were no copy-plates or printed
instructions, the scholar depending entirely upon the instruction of
the master, who would set copies, and show the pupil how to hold
the pen, as well as to make and mend the same. They were all
made of quills.
Thomas C. Moorman, sr., like a shock of wheat fully ripe, was
ready for the harvest December 20, 1815, aged eighty-nine years.
His estimable wife survived him six years, and was gathered to
her everlasting home on August 18, 1851, aged ninety-nine years,
lacking one day. Her's was a long and eventful life. Having the
principal care of the moral training of a large family, together with
the hardships incident to pioneer life, these conspired to make it a
hard one, yet patiently and perseveringly she endured to the end.
She was christened iu the Established Church of England, hut at
about the age of eighteen, she was converted to Christianity, and
joined the Society of Friends, and was a faithful and exemplary
member during life, beloved and esteemed for her deeds of charity
by all who knew her.
Reuben, oldest son of Thomas, married Lydia Johnson ; had six
children: Edwin 0., Reuben, John T., Paulina, Charlotte, and
Nancy. Micajah C. married Susanna Johnson, his first, and Ann
Thomas, his second wife. By his first wife he had eight children :
Thomas C , Christopher, Reuben, Apharacia, Mildred, Elizabeth,
Polly, and Nancy. John H . married Elizabeth Johnson, and had
seven children : Lodawic, James M., J obn, Lucy, Peteann, Virginia,
and Missouri. Chiles married Elizabeth Watson, and had nine
children: Thomas T., Watson, John, David, Matilda, Nancy, Leah,
Malinda, and Elonar. Thomas P. married Dosha Paxon, and had
thirteen children: John, Thomas C . James, Paxon, William N . ,
Nancy, Melissa, Susanna, Apharacia, Mary, Elizabeth, Rachel, and
Martha. James married Elizabeth Johnson, his first, and Mary
Sexton, his second wife. By his first wife he had nine children:
Manson H . , Henry T., James, Reuben, Emily, Mary, Mildred, and
Elizabeth. Charles T. Moorman married Matilda Watson. They
had thirteen children: John M., Micajah F., Marshall, Jesse, Mat•j
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thew, Charles T., Paschal L., Eli W., Elizabeth Ann, Maria W„
Malinda, Matilda, and Margaret.
Namy, their only daughter, married Pleasant Johnson, and had
nine children: Thomas, William, Edw in < )., Virgil, Jarvb P., Eli
P., Apharacia, Palina, and Nancy.
Thomas C. Moorman, sr's, children arc all dead, except -James,
who lives near Oldtown, three and one-half miles north of Xenia,
and is in good health, being about ninety years old. Micajah F.
Moorman, second son of Charles T. Moorman, sr., was horn on the
8th of February, 1824; commenced the practice of medicine in
Jamestown, in the spring of 1858; and was married to Julia A.
Thompson, September 19, 1806. She was born October 22, 1832,
in Guilford County, North Carolina.
David Moorman, farmer, is a son of Chiles and Elizabeth (Watson) Moorman, who were natives of Virginia, where they were
reared. He came to Ohio, in 1*07, located in Highland County,
where he remained until 1809, when he came to this county, where
he was married and lived the remainder of his lite. Mr. Moorman
came to this county, about 1810. They were parents of nine children, of whom six are living. He was born in this township, September 29, 1829, where he was reared, and where he was married,
January 4, 1856, to Miss Kate McAdams, a daughter of Francis;
of which union there were five children; William. G , Harry L . ,
Anna M., and Estella G , are living; Ida May, who died at the age
of six years. Mr. and Mrs. Moorman, are members of .the Friends
Church, wdiich they joined in 1*70. His father had been a member of this church for years, and w as among the pioneers of this
township, and owned about three hundred acres of land, of wdiich
David has fifty acres situated about one and one-half miles east
of Jamestown.
John C. Patterson, farmer, is a member of a pioneer family.
His parents, John C , and Elizabeth (McFarland) Patterson, having
come to Ohio, in 1815, located in Warren County, where thev remained about twenty years, when they came to this county. They
were natives of Greene County, Pennsylvania, where they were
reared and married. When they came to this county, they located
on a farm of one hundred and thirty acres, then in Ca?sar*s Creek,
now in Jasper Township, where they remained twelve years. Here
they cleared seventy acres of land, then went into the woods again
and cleared another farm, in the same survey, where they died.
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There were ten children of this family, who helped to clear and
farm the lands of the then new country. Our subject was born in
Warren County, February 22, 1818, and was married July 21,1842,
to Miss Rosanna Bargdill, daughter of Joel and Phoebe (Strong)
Bargdill, who came to Ohio, in 1815, with her parents, and located
temporarily near Jamestown, then removed to the farm now owned
by our subject, where the father died. Mr. and Mrs. Bargdill were
married in 1832. M r . Patterson has a family of four children,
Jacob M . , William TL, Joel F., and Phoebe, all of whom are living.
Jacob and Joel are married. He has a farm of one hundred and
seventeen acres, well improved, on which he lives, situated two
and one-half miles southwest of Jamestown, also has one-third interest in seventy-one acres joining him on the south. He and his
wife are members of the Baptist Church of Cœsar's Creek society;
he has been a member of the church thirty-eight years; she perhaps, forty years. They are members of the Patrons of Husbandry. He is a well known and respected citizen, and has a respected
family.
Jacob M . Patterson, farmer, son of John C , jr., whose biograph\
appears in this work. Our subject was born July 7,1813, and married September 2, 1869, to Miss Sarah J. Sanders, daughter of
Moses, whose biography also appears in this work. They have
three children, Harry E., Luella E., and Harvey C , all of whom are
living.. M r . and Mrs. Patterson are members of the Baptist Church.
He has been a mendier of the church twenty years; she perhaps,
fifteen years. He is a highly respected citizen, and lives in the
neighborhood where he was reared.
James F. Robinson, farmer, was born in Fayette County, Ohio,
on the 16th day of A p r i l , 1838, and is a son of Singleton and Anna
Robinson, who are both natives of the State of South Carolina, and
with their parents emigrated to Ohio, in an early day, where they
afterwards married, and settled upon a farm in Fayette County,
where they have always lived. The fruits of this union where
seven children ; four boys aud three girls, all living save one. Our
subject's father was a great hunter: while it was a source of great
pleasure to him, he also made it profitable, furnishing all the meat
the family consumed. They lived almost entirely on wild meats ;
such a thing as putting up meat for winter use was not thought
of. Our subject's mother died some twenty-eight years ago. His
father still lives upon the old place in Fayette County; they were
KI
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both members of the Christian Church. Our subject's grandfather
settled iu Montgomery County, Ohio, near Dayton many years ago,
when the now flourishing city was a small village. He hauled the
rock for the first stone foundation built in the village.
He afterwards moved to Fayette County, where he lived until three years
ago, when he departed this life at the age of ninety-four years.
Our subject's boyhood days were spent upon the farm with his
father. His education was received at the district schools of the
period. He was a second lieutenant in the hundred day service, he
served four months, and was honorably discharged. He was married in November, 1861, to Auua E. Moorman ; to them have been
born seven children, three boys and four girls : Frank O., Delà
May, Charles A., Reuben R., Bertha, Blanche, and Anna Bouise.
He and his amiable wife are both members of the Friends Church.
Mr. Robinson has lived in this county some years, and has a farm
of two hundred and six acres of land, most of it under a high
state of cultivation. He has been trustee of Silver Creek Township for the past three years, and has filled the office acceptably to
his constituency.
Moses Sanders, farmer, Jamestown, is a son of William and
Elizabeth (Lyuders) Sanders, who were born and married in North
Carolina. They came to Ohio about 1801, aud located some twelve
miles south of Xenia, where they remained about two years, when
Ebenezer Thomas offered to trade a farm of sixty acres, situated in
sight of the present village of Jamestown, for a horse. The exchange was made, and in 1803 he removed to the said farm, where
he lived the remainder of his life, dying July 3, 1861, aged eightyfive years. Mrs. Sanders died March 30, 1879, aged about seventynine years. There were twelve children of this family, all of whom
lived to maturity, aud all married, except William, who died at the
age of twenty-three years. Seven are living at this writing, Moses
being the youngest of the family. M r . Sanders owned about two
hundred aud eighty-five acres of land at his death; had sold a part
of what he had formerly owned. Our subject was born Becember
5, 1820 ; was married, January, 20,1847, to Miss Elizabeth Harness,
daughter of John and Elizabeth (Beterson) Harness. She is a descendant of John Jacob Beterson, who was born in Germany, January 7, 1706. They have four children, John W., Sarah J., James
H . , and Asa C , two of whom are married. He has a farm of three
hundred acres, well improved, situated one mile southwest of James-
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town, on which he lives, also a farm of one hundred acres, two
miles east of the same village. He and his wife are members of
the Baptist Church. Their parents were members of the same
church. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity; also a member of the Masonic Beneficial Association, and is well and .favorably known. They are both exemplary Christians.
Samuel E. Sanders, farmer, Jamestown, is a son of James and
Temperance (Morrow) Sanders.. The father is a native of this
county, born A p r i l 14, 1806, and married in Becember, 1846.
Mrs. Sanders died triumphantly in the faith of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. M r . Sanders is, perhaps, the oldest pioneer of
this township. Samuel was born in this township, September 18,
1845, where he was reared and educated, and where he was married, November 27,1879, to Minnie E., daughter of Philip Bakman.
One child, George, is the result of this union, who was born August
28, 1880. M r . Sanders is a farmer and stock dealer, and lives one
a mile and half southwest of Jamestown. Is a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church of that place, having united about
1875. His wife's parents are residents of Cincinnati.
Theadrick L . Sheley, farmer, is a son of Michael and Lois (Strong)
Sheley, who were married in this county about 1807. He was a
native of Virginia; born in 1772, and died in this county, in 1853.
His father, Johu, served seven years in the revolutionary war, and
died at the age of ninety-seven years. The parents of our subject
came to this county in 1806, where they remained until death.
Mrs. Sheley was born in 1775, in Connecticut, and died iu 1824.
They were married in 1807, and seven children were born to them,
our subject being the youngest son; four survive. The first death
was that of Martha, in June, 1864, aged forty-three years. Our
subject was born in this county, in July, 1818, where he was reared,
and where he married Miss Sarah Phillips, in November, 1817, and
where he has since lived. There were eight children of this family,
James, William, John, Caroline, Sylvester, Charlie, Bois, and Louisa,
all of whom are living but Lois, who died January 31, 1862, aged
seven months. Mrs. Sheley, daughter, and one son, are members
of the Christian Church of Jamestown. M r . Sheley has a farm of
sixty-two acres, well improved, on which he lives, and also has a
farm of about four hundred aud four acres, three miles east of
Jamestown, in Silver Creek and Boss townships, Greene and Clinton counties. He united with the Masonic fraternity of Jamestown, in 1862, and is still a member.
sJ.

808

HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY.

George Smith, farmer, Jamestown, is a son of John C. and
Maria (Keiter) Smith, natives of Virginia, and born in 1806, he
June 18, she May 21. They were married there, December 11,
1834. Nine children were bom to them: George, Susan, Isaac,
Esther,. Mary, Elizabeth, Ann, John F., and Margaret C ; Susan
and Ann deceased.. They came to Ohio in 1863, locating near
Paintersville, this county ; here they remained some months, and
then came to the farm on which our subject now lives, situated two
and one-half miles southeast of Jamestown, and where the father
died, February 12, 1880. He and his sons, George and Isaac, had a
farm of two hundred and fifty-two acres; the deed remains as before his death—to the three, jointly. George was married, May
27, 1874, to Miss Mary J. Smith, Mary to Justice Baker, Margaret
to Robert January. The mother is still living, and in her declining
years enjoys the realization of having a highly respected family of
dutiful children.
Samuel Smith, minister and farmer, Jamestown, a native of Virginia, is a son of John and Elizabeth (Howard) Smith. They came
to this couuty in the fall of 1838, where he has since lived. His
mother died in Auglaize County, July 22, 1865; the father, about
two years later. Our subject was born November 15,1817, and has
been twice married; first to Miss Nancy Sanders, October 16,1841,
who was born November 15,1814. There were six children by this
marriage : Mary E., John W., Albert N., Samuel M., George W.,
and James L., the two last named deceased. Mrs. Smith died July
17, 1858. He then married Miss Jane A. Patterson, January 9,
1859. One child is the result of this union, Charles L. Mr. Smith
and both wives aud children were members of the Baptist Church,
he having been reared and educated in that church, his mother being a member when she was married ; she taught her children
lessons of Christianity. Mr. Smith, sr., joined the church when at
about the age of sixty years, and was soundly converted. They
both died triumphantly in the faith. He was very honest, suspecting evil of no man. Our subject is the oldest child of the family.
He joined the church at the age of twenty-two years, and has been
actively engaged in religious service; has been in the ministry fifteen
years. Was baptized into the Ceesar's Creek Baptist Church by
Elder William Sutton, and has been deacon of this church fifteen
years. His sou, James is au eminent minister, preaching at Greenfield. The father and family are exemplary members of the
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church, and good citizens. He has a farm of two hundred aud
twenty-five acres, about two miles east of Jamestown, on the Washington pike, where he lives, and one of one hundred and sixty acres
south of Jamestown about three miles. He had at one time about
six hundred acres of land in this county, the result of industry and
good management, having only twelve cents when he came to the
county. He possessed an iron constitution, and is a robust man yet.
C. H . Spahr, the son of Gideon and Phœbe Spahr, who immigrated from Hardy County, Virginia, about the year 1816, and
settled on the head waters of the Shawnee, east of Xenia, was born
January 30, 1826. He with his parents, in the fall of 1832; movêd
to a farm two miles west of Jamestown, and remained until the
fall of 1846, assisting at farm labor, and attending such schools,
common and select, as the county afforded. I n the fall of 1846, he
entered the office of Dr. E. Owen, of Champaign County, as a student of medicine. A f t e r remaining in the offices of Drs. Owen and
A . B . Xewkirk for three years, and going through the curriculum
of the Starling Medical College and doing some practice, he settled
in Jamestown, on February 2, 1854, into regular practice, and has
continued therein until the present time, with the exception of the
winters of 1864-5, during which time he served as the representative of Greene County in the legislature, haviug been elected to that
office in October, 1863, by the largest majority ever given prior to
that time to any candidate for the same office in the county. I n
politics he is a Republican, endorsing the leading acts of the party
from 1855 to the present. Has long been closely identified with the
interests of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the I . 0. 0. F.,
in each of which he holds a membership. Lives in comfortable
circumstances. He was married, March 11, 1858, to Mary A.,
daughter of John Beters, of Irouton. To them has been born six
children: Bhœbe B., •Fannie S., and George R. arc living; three
died in infancy. The family of Gideon and Fhcebe Sphar consisted
of four sons and five daughters. Br. B. E. Spahr died in the spring
of 1861, and Baper A . Spahr fell at the battle of Stone River, Tennessee, in 1863, bravely defending the Union. The Rev. B. X., of
the Ohio conference, and Br. G. I I . , of Jamestown, survive. The
daughters are all living: Mrs. Biff, of Randolph County, Indiana;
Mrs. McMillan, of Chattanooga, Tennessee; Mrs. Zartman, of
Trinidad, Colorado ; Mrs. Bargdill and Mrs. Adams, of Jamestown.
The father, Gideon, died June, 1856, and the mother, Fhobe, died
July, 1867.

810

HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY.

James Snodgrass, farmer, was born in Virginia, in 1795, came
to Ohio in 1808, and with his parents located in what was then
Champaign County, now Clarke. He knew Springfield when there
was but one dry goods store, owned by a Mr. Ander, a tavern
owned by Griffith Foos, and the residence of a M r . Walker, in the
now populous city, which were made of logs. M r . Snodgrass volunteered in the service of the war of 1812, served five years, was
discharged at Green Bay, January 13, 1819. Before he enlisted, he
was hauling a load of goods from Dayton to Springfield for M r .
Amler, when he met Joseph Vance, (cpiarterniaster of General
Hull's corps), who, on account of the scarcity of teams, told him
that he would have to press his team into service to haul provisions
for Genera] Hull. While they were talking, his father came up
and hired the team to him, acting as driver, and at his return enlisted in the war. He had previously served six months with a
band of scouts against the Indians, under Captain Kiser.
"Thus
I got to see the elephant's tail, and wanted to see his horns" said
the gentleman. He was in the third regiment under Colonel Miller.
Was on the battlefield of the Thames. A t the time of his discharge,
he started to walk from Green Bay home, accompanied by three
friends; they thought they could reach Chicago in two days, but
were delayed by snow and cold weather; he froze one foot very
badly and stopped with M r . LaSales to stay oyer night. M r . LaSales told him that he could get a doctor who would cure the frozen foot so that he could proceed on his journey the next day, and
accordingly called on an Indian doctor, who put something resembling pounded bark and salt on the foot, This was to remain
until morning, and was very painful. He put in the night very
restlessly, would sing, whistle, and swear at intervals. The remedy
proved a good one, and they proceeded on their journey. They
traveled eight days with only about a gill of biscuit crumbs to eat.
Upon arriving at Chicago, they found nothing but a log tavern and
the garrison of the army. M r . Battey living across the Chicago
River from the garrison, who owned the land where the city now
stands, told them he would give them an acre, of land for each
house they would build there. M r . Snodgrass was accompanied by
> James Collins, James Steelman, and John B . Ennis. M r . Snodgrass came to this county, whither his parents had moved during
his absence, in 1 8 m Came through Lafayette, Indiana, then a
village, through the Miami Valley, near the present site of Troy,
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which then was represented by a log tavern, which stood near
where the west corporation line of the city now is. There were
not more than twenty people in Xenia then. Was married, Thursday, September 18, 1825, to Abigail Mendenhall. After bis return
went to Halifax, Xorth Carolina, with some hogs for a Mr. Hunt.
On the way they remained over night with a Mr. Strong, who
by some misunderstanding, thought they had stolen one of his
hogs and had them arrested for it. They were put in a log jail
to await trial, but effected a compromise by giving Strong one hundred dollars. With this exception, he was never in jail or under
arrest. Mr. Snodgrass is a man of unusual activity for a man of
his age.
James Spencer, retired farmer, Jamestown, was born in South
Carolina, August 13, 1810, and is a son of Thomas and Susanna
(Bingham) Spencer, the former a native of Virginia, and the latter
of South Carolina, Thomas was born about 1799, and died in
1861; his wife was born in 1790, and died in 1835. They moved
to this county in 1829, and were the parents of nine children, James
the oldest. He was married, April 4, 1834. The result of this
union was twelve children : Thomas, William, Armina, Mary, Susan, J., Frank, Kesiah, Nannie, and Isabel, living; Maria, and two
who died in infancy. The family are all members of the Methodist Protestant Church. William and Francis are in the ministry.
The former is located in Gibson County, Indiana, and che latter
is superintendent of Muskingum College, and an eminent minister.
Mr. Spencer, sr., has been an exemplary member of the church
for fifty years, and his wife for fifty-five years. They have a farm
of one hundred and eighty-five acres, just north of Jamestown,
where they live, retired from active life. They also have a large
residence on the finest street in that city.
Lisbon Syfers, banker, Jamestown, is a native of Greene County,
Pennsylvania, where he was born, May 11, 1815. Here he was
reared, and at the age of fifteen came with his parents (Jacob and
Elizabeth) to Wheeling, Virginia, where he remained until 1833,
and then moved to Jamestown, where he has since lived. Until
1847 he was engaged in cabinet making, after which he followed
other mercantile pursuits. In 1870 he engaged in his present business. Was married, January 19, 1837, to Miss Mary P. Dawson,
b'y whom he had two children : Rufus K , and Eliza J., who died
in 1844, aged two years and six months. Rufus is in Indianapolis,
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engaged in tlie wholesale groeery business. Mrs. Syfers died June
7, 1845, in the twenty-eighth year of her age. Mr. Syfers then married Miss Miranda Hodges, on the 4th of October, 1847. Two children are the fruits of this union: Luella and Lizzie ; the latter
died iu her third year. Mr. Syfers struggled with poverty in his
youth, but by industry and good management succeeded in accumulating a competency. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity. His father was born in Virginia in 1700, and died at the
age of eighty-six; his mother was born in Pennsylvania in 1793,
and died in 1873.
John AV. Thomas, farmer, is a son of A r t h u r and Alary (McConnell) Thomas; the former born in Pennsylvania, July 5, 1805, and
the latter in this county, November 11, 1809, and were married in
this county, November I i i , 1*29. There were ten children of this
family—James, Leah, Henry, Tunis, Olive, Elizabeth, John AV.,
Amanda J., Martha, and Frances AL, the two latter deceased. Our
subject was born in this county, October 20, 1843, where he was
reared, and married Aliss Keziah AleOleary. One child, James, was
born to them, who is living. Airs. Thomas' parents, James and
Lucy A . (Pangham) McCleary, were married in 1833. There were
five children of this family—Josephine. Ophelia, Charles, Keziah,
and Sherman, the first, named deceased. Aír. Thomas has a farm
of eighty acres, on which he lives, farming chiefly to grain. His
wife is a member of the Mount Carmel Methodist Episcopal Church.
Joshua B. Thomas, farmer, was born in this county, January 22,
1827, where he was married. May 19, 1859. Ten children are the
result of this marriage: Jacob A., Mary E., Nancy AI., Sarah E.,
Anna L . , Hannah L . , Benjamin F., Joshua S., Hattie J., and John
L., all of whom are living but Jacob A . and Hannah L . They are
all unmarried, and at home with their parents. M r . Thomas was
born and reared on the farm where he now lives, which was bought
by his father about 1810, and wdiere he lived till his death. His
father was born in the year 1800. There were eight children of
his family, five of whom arc living, Joshua being the third child,
and only son living. There were many wild animals in this locality
when our subject was a boy, such as deer, raccoons, and wild-cats.
He now owns the home farm, of one hundred and twenty acres,
and sixty-seven acres in Jasper and Caesar's Creek townships, and
farms to both grain and stock, handling horses and hogs more extensively than any other stock. He and his wife are members of
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Mount Carmel Methodist Protestant Church. His parents were
members of the same church.
Andrew Turner, farmer, is a son of William and Elizabeth (Cruzen) Turner, who were married in this county. May 28, 1819. He
was horn near Cincinnati, October 23, 1792, where he was reared,
and from where he went to the war of 1812, in which he served as
a teamster four months. Our subject's mother was horn in Virginia, October 27, 1802, and died in this county, in 1871. There
were nine children of this family, Andrew being the youngest one
living. He was born March 11, 1843, and was married to Susanna
Glass, of this county. Four children are the result of this union—
Mary E., Cora E., Carda and William G., all living-. He has a
farm of seventy-five acres, on which he lives, and farms chiefly to
grain. His wdfe is a member of the Oak Knoll Christian Church.
Hiram Turner, farmer, is a son of Henry and Elizabeth (Beason)
Turner. His father was born near Cincinnati, May 11, 1795. A t
that time there were hut three houses in the place. Mrs. Turner
was born June 6,1795. They were married in this county, August
10, 1819. There were nine children of this family, our subject being the sixth child.. Of these, five are living. M r . Turner served
six months in the war of 1812, and came to this county in 1815,
where he died, April 30, 1870. Mrs. Turner died July 16, 1845.
Our subject was born in this township, June 19,1830, where he was
reared, and where he married Miss Margaret J. Shrack, a daughter
of Samuel and Abagail (McFarland) Shrack, April 11,1855. Four
children are the result of this marriage: Lorena J., who died February 18, 1857, in her first year, Abbie S., Francis M., and Henry
C. Mr. Turner has a farm of fifty acres, well improved, situated
two miles southwest of Jamestown, on which he lives. His grandfather, Ilarkless, settled on what is now known as the Ireland farm,
situated one mile south of Jamestown, when it was an unbroken
forest, and when the Indians were numerous. Mrs. Turner and
children are members of the Baptist Church, with wdiich she united
at the age of fourteen. M r . Turner's father helped to dig the well
at wdiat is now the Gait House, at Cincinnati.
William Turner, farmer, is a son of Levi and Mary (Sanders)
Turner, the former a native of Ohio, the latter of Kentucky. They
were married in this county, May 11, 1820. There were five children from this marriage, three of wdioni are living, William bein«the oldest. Mr. Turner, sen., was born August 31, 1797, and diecl
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December 15, 1870. Mrs. Turner was born October 30, 1802, and
is still living. Our subject was born in this township, Jul}' 3,1821,
where he was reared, educated, and married Miss Elizabeth P.
Shrack,May 3,1855. who bore him nine children : M . Alice, James
H., W. Dennison, Elizabeth J., Hulda A., Charles E., Florence E.,
Flora M.. and Oscar, seven of whom are living. Mrs. Turner died
March 30, 1872, in the fortieth year ol her age. She was a worthy
member of the Baptist Church, with which she had been connected since the age of sixteen, and died triumphantly, saying, "Jesus,
whom she embraced in her childhood, comforted her on her deathbed."' Mr. Turner is a well-respected citizen who is known throughout the township. Though not compelled to do so, he hired a substitute to serve in the rebellion. Politically, he is a Republican,
and served several years as township clerk; also served one term
as trustee of the township. He is an active worker in the church
in which his wife died, and is also actively engaged in the educational interests of the community. He has a farm of two hundred
and sixty acres, well improved, situated two miles and a quarter
southwest of Jamestown, on which he lives.
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master; blacksmithing, I . C. Stewart & Co.; carriage and wagon
making, Johnson & Bentley; drugs, A. F; Plummer; saw-mills,
Hussey & AVhite, C. AL Wilson; dressmaking and h air dressing,
Airs. Ai. E. Purr, Mrs. X. Stewart: physician*. F. W. Rose, J. M.
Hussey; attorneys, C. S. Perkins, T. P. Browder.
BIOGRAPHICAL.

Silas Bales, farmer, Paintersville, is a son of John and Sarah
(Lucas) Pales. Aír. Bales was born March 6, 178Í, and died March
11, 1804; she died June 8, 1874. He served a few months in the
war of 1812, and then returned to this county, where he was married about 1813, and where he passed the remainder of his life.
There were twelve children of this family, four daughters and
eight sons, Silas being the eldest. He was born in this county,
June 11, 1814, and here he was reared, and afterward married Miss
Elizabeth Smith, also of this county, by whom he had two children, Sarah and Martha, both of whom are living. Sarrh married
a Air. Marshall, now deceased; she then married Aloses McKay,
her present husband, and has two children, AVilliam S., and Edwin
F. Martha married Joseph Hollingsworth, whose biography appears in this work ; they have ñve children. Air. Bales has a farm
of one hundred aud seventy-eight acres, on which he lives. Himself and wife have been members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church for at least thirty-five years. He was elected trustee of
the township in 1859, and re-elected in 1800.
Allan Barber, farmer, Bowersville, son of Stephen and Mary
(Yanainan,) Barber, was born July 7, 1845, in this county, where
he was reared and educated, and where, with the exception of
nearly four years spent in the army, he has passed all his life. He
enlisted September 19, 1861, and was discharged July 26, 1865.
Was in Company I , Thirty-First Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and participated in twenty-three engagements, among which were Stone
River, Chickamauga, and Mission Ridge : and was with Sherman
on bis march to the sea. A f t e r his return he engaged in farming.
November 4, 1867, he was married to Martha E. Sparks, of this
county, by whom he has had four children : Charley E., John E.,
Lulu J., a m i Alary AL, all of whom are living. Aír. Barber's
mother was a daughter of Benjamin A'anamah. Air. Barber owns
and lives on the old homestead, of sixty-five acres, engaged in
farming.
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Daniel Bayliff, farmer, Paintersville, is a son of Joshua ami
Mary (Fry) Bayliff, who were married in Virginia, and who came
to Ohio in 1801, locating where Cincinnati now stands. A t that
time the place contained but few houses, and only one business
house, which was a dry goods and grocery store combined. Here
they remained for about a year, and then moved to this county,
locating in Cresar's Creek Township.
In 183G they went, to
Auglaize County, where bodied July 29, 1839. Mrs. Bayliff died
in this county, June 8, 1816. When they first came to this county
Indians and game abounded, and it was customary to attend church
fully armed, in order to resist the attacks of the many enemies.
The nearest market was Cincinnati, from whence all supplies had
to be transported on horseback. Our subject was born May 22,
1816, within a mile of where he now lives, where he has a farm of
one hundred and forty-eight and three-fourth acres, well improved.
He was twice married. First, to Miss Eliza Stephens, of Clinton
County, by whom he had two children : Joshua, born April 1,1837,
and Be'ece, born July 10, 1854. Reece was married, October 30,
1875, to Miss Mary O'Connor, by which union there are two children, Walter J., born August 30, 1876, and John, born March 7,
1876. Joshua was married, January 21, 1860, to Mary B. Stephens, by which union there are four children: William C , born
March" 31, 1861; Amanda E., born July 7, 1862; Jane, born February 12, 1861, died at the age of two ; an'd Emma, who died in
her first year. Joshua died Becember 12. 1870. Mrs. Eliza Bayliff died Becember 21, I860. Our subject then married Mrs. Mali ssa (FoSset) Smith, October 30, 1807. She had four children by
her first marriage, which was celebrated in 1845, with Aaron
Smith, wdio died August 19, 1853. The children are all living and
married : Angeline C. to Bonis Bowers, Bhcebe to Albert Burrell,
Levi to Miss Sarah J. Arey, and Abigail to James Curry, wdio died
September 21, 1880.
Gilbert T. Bentley, farmer, Bow'ersville, is a son of William and
Sarah (Hite) Bentley ; Mrs. Bentley died in Clinton County, Ohio,
in 1852, Mr. Bentley lives in Wilmington, Clinton County, and was
born in Highland County in 1808. There were eight children by
this marriage, five living: A n n , Jane, Elam V., Gilbert T., and
John; Emily, Eliza, and Rhoda, deceased. Gilbert married Miss
Lydia A . Hussey, daughter of Christopher, November 19, 1808.
Five children are the result of this marriage: Jaequelil e. Jennie,
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William, Joint T.. ami Huston M.. all living. Mr. Bentley has a
farm of fifty aeres, well improved, on whieh he lives, a part of the
Christopher Hussey land. Is a member of the I . O. O. F. of Bow* ersville Lodge Xo. 559: united with this order at Wilmington in
1870, and is a charter member.
Thomas B. Bone, farmer, Baintersville, is a son of Thomas and
Ellen (Turner) Bone, and a native of Maryland; was horn in 1792,
and died April, 1*70; she of Tennessee, died June. 1805. They
were married in this county in 1811. There were thirteen children
of this family: Christina, fsaac. Dinah, Mary, Stephen, Catherine,
Elizabeth, Sarah, Thomas, James, and Rhoda; Harrison and Ellen,
deceased. The subject of this sketch was horn July 27, 1834. in
this county, where he was reared, and where he married Miss Eliza
J., daughter of Bavid and Mary Bevoe. who lived in Baintersville,
November 30. I860. There were live children of this union : Foster
L., Flora A., two infants and Etta. Mr. Bone was one of the
" brave, noble boys in him*." He volunteered February 24,1862,
being a member of Company A , Seventy-Fourth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, and was in two heavy battles, Buzzard's Roost and Resacca. Received an honorable discharge at the close of the war.
John Brakefield. farmer, Pearson's Station, is a son of Flias and
Mary Brakefield. Elias was born in Berkeley County, Virginia
August 31, 1S06, and bis wife in Ohio, January 27,1810. They
were married in Ohio about 1830. There were five children of
this family : Armilda. John, David, Thomas, and Elizabeth S. The
parents and all the children are living. The subject of this sketch
was born January 26, 1833, in Fayette County, where he was reared
and educated. He was married to Miss Rachel Fearnow, of Buckskin Township, Boss County, at Chillicothe, X'ovember 12, 1856.
Four children are the result of this union, Mary A . . Bavid A., Bebecca E., and Elias P., the latter deceased. The mother was born
June 17, 1837, and died on the farm where the family now lives
November 18, 1862. Mr. Brakefield married Miss Margaret J.
Little, March 20, 1864, wdio was born July 10, 1845, in Fayette
County. There are nine children of this union: Olney O., A r milda IP, John A . , Hattie, Mattie, Rachel E., Thomas J., William
A., and Sopbronia. Mary A . was married to William F. Little, of
this county, January 1, 1878; one child, Ward B . M r . Brakefield
has a farm of one hundred and forty-four acres, well improved,
on wdiich he lives, having about one hundred acres in cultivation.
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He is a good fanner and excellent citizen, and a member of Lodge
No. 181, I . 0. 0. F., of Jamestown. Botli Ins wives- were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
William I I . Burr, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of John and Henrietta Burr, who were born in this county, where they were reared
and married, and where they died. There were five children of
this family: AVilliam I I . , Louisa E., Alary E., Hannah B., and
John, all of whom are living, save John, who died at the early age
of one year. AVilliam H . was born November 20, 1852, and married Miss Flora Hussey, a daughter of Christopher, whose father
was the earliest settler in this township. There are are four children of this family, Charlie AI., Euphemia, John C. and Frederick
E., all living save John C , who died at two years of age. Mr.
Burr has a farm of ninety-six acres, on which he lives, and which
is a part of the larger tracts of land formerly owned by Christopher Hussey.
He and Airs. Burr are members of the Christian
Church of Bowersville. They were also members of the Batrons
of Husbandry, and Independent Order of Good Templars of Bowersville.
Nathan Carpenter, farmer, is a son of Nathan and Cynthia
(Grigsby) Carpenter, natives of Virginia. They were married in
September, 1821, and had seven children: Bavid, James, AVilliam,
Sarah, Nathan, Susan, and Thomas. Nathan is the only one living.
Air. and Airs. Carpenter were members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He died, November 12, 1874, leaving evidences of his
victory over sin, and that he is now enjoying the home of the blessed. Though eighty-four years of age, Airs. Carpenter is a regular
attendant of the church services. Our subject was married, August
12, 1856, to Mary J. Bavis, a native of this county. Seven children
are the result of this union: John N . , AVilliam, Lizzie C , Alary J.,
Bavid E., Frank B., and Linnie May, all of whom are living save
AVilliam, who died at the early age of thirteen months. John was
married, October 9, 1879, to Ellie F. Stewart, of this county, a native of Maine. Air. Carpenter owns a farm of two hundred acres,
well improved, on which he lives, and farms to both grain and
stock. Himself, wife, and three eldest children, are members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church of Bowersville. Is a member of
the Odd-Fellows lodge of Bowersville; was formerly a member of
the Jamestown lodge, removing his membership here at the time of
the organization of this lodge. Airs. Carpenter's parents, John and
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Elizabeth (Degroat) Davis, were members of tin- Methodist Episcopal Church. There were eight children of this family—Adelia,
David, James D., Mary J., Andrew, Lizzie, John, and Amanda, five
of whom are living: Amanda, James, and Andrew, deceased.
Mr..Davis died November 22. 1S77. Mrs. Davis is still living, and
at the age of seventy-three is enjoying good health.
Thomas H . Carpenter, farmer, is a native of Monroe Counts,
Virginia, and came to Ohio with his parents, Thomas and Jane
Carpenter, at the age of two years. I L ' was born January 6, 1842,
and was reared, educated, aud married to Mary C. Smith, in this
county, February 20, 1802. Seven children are the result of their
union: Nancy J.. Delia May. Samuel, Anna M., Altazara, Minnie
B., and Guy, all of whom are living, and none married. Mr. ('arpenter lias a farm of two hundred and sixty-six acres, on wdiich he
lives, and farms chiefly to grain. Mrs. Carpenter is a member of
the Baptist Church. The father of our subject was reared in Virginia, and lived there until 1844. when he came to this county, remaining here till his death. He was the father of ten children—
Nathan I I . , John, Sarah E., Thomas I I . , David W., Abner G.,
Franklin G., Charles 0., and George 0. The three eldest are deceased. Mrs. Carpenter's mother is dead ; her father, Samuel I I .
Smith, now about sixty-eight years of age, is still living near Jamestown, this county.
Gargle Chitty, farmer, is a native of Virginia ; was born in 1831;
came to Ohio in 1844; located in this county; was married on the
10th of February, 1859. to Miss Rebecca A . Osborne, of this county, and ten children arc the result of their marriage: Henry, Mary
E., Andrew S., Leander M., Rosetta, John H . , William F., Luther,
Ollie V., and Monroe, all living but Henry, who died January 7,
1861, aged eight mouths ; none married. Our subject has a farm
of one hundred and five acres, well improved, and resides on it,
farming chiefly to grain. His w ife is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Politically, he affiliates with the Democratic
party, believing that it is the party of superiority. His wife is a
native of this county, and was born August-28, 1840. Her father,
Bavid M . Osborne, is a resident of Fayette County; his father. David, sr., was one of the pioneers of this county. Our subject is a
charter member of Bowersville Lodge No. 559, I . O. O. F.
Israel Cline, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of Jacob and Abigail
(Wilson) Cline, who were natives of Virginia, and who died in

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP.

835

this county. The subject of this sketch was born in Virginia,
November 23, 1826, and came with his parents to this county in
1827, where he has since resided. June 5, 1856, he was married to
Miss Isabella Kidlow, by whom he had three children: Delphina
J., Flora, and Elizabeth, all of whom are living. Delphina was
married to Macy Stephens; the others are at home, unmarried.
Mrs. Cline died May 6, 1874. June 1, 1876, M r . Cline married
Miss Mary, daughter of Andrew Stephens, whose biography appears in this work. Mr. Cline has a farm of fifty-three acres, well
improved, on which he lives. Farms chiefly to grain. Is a good
citizen, worthy the respect of all who know him.
Thomas Donaldson, merchant, Bowersville, is a son of John and
Mary Boualdsou, both natives of England, where M r . Bonaldsou
died in 1855, and where she still lives. They Avere the parents of
four children : Thomas, William, Joseph, and Rachel, all are natives of and reside in England, except Thomas, who came to the
United States at about the age of fifteen, and located in Ohio.
W i t h the exception of three years passed in the army, fighting for
the preservation of the country of his adoption, he has since been
a constant resident. He was in Company A , Seventy-Fourth Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. January, 1857, he married Maria Wilson, of
this county. M r . Bonaldsou is a charter member of the Bowersville Lodge Xo. 559, of Odd-fellows; also a member of the Masonic
fraternity, of Jamestown, since 1866.
Baniel Earley, farmer, is a son of Baniel and Rachel (Caseldine)
Earley, who owned about seven hundred acres of land i Clinton
County ; were pioneers of that county and prominent people.
He
died Xovember, 1877, aged seventy nine years. She is still living,
is past seventy years of age.
Baniel, jr., was born in the same
county, February 18, 1830 ; was married to Miss Louisa Vannanan,
a daughter of Benjamin, January 9,1851 ; she was born September,
1828. There were eight children of this family, five of whom are
living : Xancy K , Baniel B., Rosa B. Mary A., and Clara. Calvin,
Rachel, and Luella have died. Mr. Early has a farm of three hundred and forty acres, well improved, on which he lives; situated
about one mile west of Bowersville, and is one of the best farms of
the township.
He has in this township, about four hundred
acres of land, and is one of the most prominent financial citizens.
He is an active business man and á respected citizen. He had
about nine hundred acres of land here before he divided with his
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children, Rosa, Mary, and Daniel, who are married. He has held
the office of township trustee several terms, has no office at present.
When he was drafted to serve in the rebellion, he hired a substitute which cost him a great deal of money. He also contributed
liberally to exempt the township from draft, and was active in
raising money for that purpose. During the war, he dealt largely
in mules, which proved a financial success. Since then, he has
dealt principally in cattle, sheep, and hogs.
Christopher Ellis, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of John and Bebecca (Richardson) Ellis, both natives of Virginia. He came to
this state in 1809, and died October 23, 1878, on the farm where
Christopher now lives, aged eighty-one years. Mrs Ellis came here
when eight years old, and remained until her death. They were
married about 1821, and had five children : Beroy S., Zachariah,
"and Christopher, l i v i n g : and Elizabeth and John S., deceased.
Our subject was born January 20, 1832, in Clinton County, where
he was reared, and where, September 10, 1857, he married Miss
Sarah Starbuck. Eleven children is the result of this union :
Uriah T., Rebecca M . , Viola, Charles L . , and Stella, living, and
four infants, deceased. Mr. Ellis has a farm of fifty acres, well
improved, on which he lives. He has beeu a member of the Oddfellows, of Bowersville, since July 4, 1871. Mrs. Ellis is a
"Baughter of Rebecca." She has been a member of the Christian Church for twenty-six years. M r . Ellis'grandparents came to
Ohio in 1809, with twelve children, two of whom survive.
Carroll R. Ellis, farmer, is a native of Fayette County, Ohio ; was
born December 18,1858 ; came to this county in March, 1880; has
since been a resident here; was married here, March 9, 1880, to
Miss Emma Vauniman, a daughter of Stephen and Rebecca J. Vanniman, whose biography appears iu this work. She is a member
of the Methodist Protestant Church of Bowersville. They have a
farm of fifty acres, well improved, ou which they live. His parents
are natives of Fayette County, and were married about 1856.
Eight children are the result of this union: Carroll, Lincoln, Rufus,
Minter, Cicero, Icy. The last three are of one birth, and were
born July 13. 1875. Icy is the only surviving one of the triplets.
The parents, Liudley and Elizabeth (Allen) Ellis, still live on the
farm, consisting of one hundred and forty-five acres, where our
subject was born and reared, and near which he received his education. He evidently was reared by good parents, as he is a good
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citizen, and enjoys the respect of all who know him, and has marks
of proper training in childhood.
William Finlay, farmer, is a native of Ireland, where he was
reared, and where his parents were horn and reared, ami where his
father died, December 8, 1845. His mother came to the l m ted
States in 1857, and William and his sister Catharine came m 1861.
He was horn Julv 10, 1842. Since he came here, he has earned
and saved enough money to buy a farm of seventeen and a quarter
acres on which he and his mother live. They began housekeeping together, in 1863. AVhen he and his sister arrived at Xew
Y o r k he had only $1.25 with which to buy food on the way to
Xenia, and when he arrived there.be had only three cents. His
parents had three children: AVilliam, Catharine, and one who died
S„ infancy. Airs. Finlay was born about 1813. Her heart goes
back to old Ireland, the place of her childhood, where she left
many beloved kindred and friends. This is a respected family, and
good citizens, who came to America to better their condition m life.
* Simon L . Gerard, grain and stock dealer, Bowersville, was born
August 5,1832, and is a son of John and Jane Gerard, who are
residents of this county, where he was reared, educated and married to Sarah E. Ireland. Three children are the result of this
marriage, James, Ban ra, and Biddie, all living.
James was married, Alay 7, 1878, to Maggie Stanford, and is now living with Ins
parents. Airs. Gerard, James and wife are members of the Christian Church. Aír. Gerard was elected assessor of this township
about 1S6S, and served five successive terms; was elected township
trustee in 1876, to wdiich office he has since been re-elected annually He has a farm of one hundred and fifty acres, well improved,
and two lots in Bowersville, on which he has a good house, where
he resides.
Jacob Gerard, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of John and Jane
Gerard, and a native of the township where he now lives, and
where he was reared and married Aliss Sarah A., daughter of James
and Hannah Wilkinson. Was born Becember 30, 1847, and married June 12, 1865. He lives on a farm owned by his father; is a
o-ood farmer, and well respected citizen. Airs. Gerard's father is a
resident of Silver Creek Township, formerly of this township ; had
a farm of ninety acres here, sold it, and removed to Silver Creek.
AVas elected and served as justice of the peace when m this township, and a good and respected citizen.
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Millie Hargrave, a native of North Carolina, Jackson County,
was born 1813, where she lived until twenty-one years of age, then
came to Clinton County, Ohio, where she remained one year, and
then came to this county where she has lived since. Was married
December 4, 1831, to Herbert I I . Hargrave. There were ten children of this marriage, of whom eight are living: Harriet, Rachel,
Johu, William, James, Mary, Catharine, Lucinda, and Anna. M r .
Hargrave was born 1805, died September 8, 1869. He had a farm
of three hundred and seventy-five acres of land, which after his
death was divided among the children and widow.
She has one
hundred and twenty-five acres, well improved on which she lives.
He came to Ohio at the age of twenty-one years, spent several
years in traveling, ate dinner with President Jackson in the White
House, who took pains to show him through the house, aud the
national relics. He, tired of traveling, bought the land where Mrs.
Hargrave and family now live.
Then there were but few houses
in this locality. Jamestown had but one store. Xenia had about
five hundred inhabitants. The only railroad seen in- Mrs. Hárgrave's journey from Xorth Carolina, was in West Virginia.
The
village of Bowersville had but one house, that was owued by a
Peter Bowermaster. The nearest church, was a log about fouimiles south of their home. They have heard the wolves howl
around the house, and counted the wild turkeys as they passed.
Mr. Hargrave went out one morning to find some strayed hogs,
got lost on his own land, then almost an unbroken forest, and wandered through the woods all day but found his way home just at
dark. The farming, implements consisted of a wooden plow, wood
harrow, cradle and sickle.
John Hargrave, farmer, was born in this county September 16,
1844, where he was reared, and married to Miss Emeline Glass, a
native of the same county, March 20, 1872; -three children is the
result of this marriage, Lucian E., Jasper A., and Charles 0., all of
whom are living. M r . Hargrave is a member of the Christian
Church of Bowersville. He has a farm of one hundred and one
acres, well improved, on which he lives, and farms chiefly to grain.
This farm is a part of the land mentioned in his mother's biography. He is a son of Herbert Hargrave and Millie, whose sketches
appear in this work.
James Hargrave, farmer, is a son of Herbert and Millie, whose
biographies appear iu this work. The subject of this sketch was
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born in this county, July 1, 1853, where be was married to Miss
Maud J. Thompson, a daughter of Daniel and Tabitha; two children are the result of this marriage, Laumor and Effie, both of
whom are living. I l e has a farm of íiftv-threo and three-fourth
acres, well improved on which he lives, fanning to both grain and
stock.
Calvin A. Hanghey, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of John and
Patience (Studivan) Hanghey, who came to this township about the
year 1810, where they lived the remainder of their lives. They
were born, reared, and married in Grayson County, Virginia, being
married at the respective ages of twenty-one and eighteen. Barents
of twelve children, two deceased, Nancy and an infant; the others
are all married, except Calvin, who lias a farm of two hundred and
forty acres, on which he has a good, large frame house, a good
barn, and a large corn-drying house; his farm is in general good
repair, aud is located three-fourth of a mile south of the village of
Bowersville, on the pike leading from Bowersville to Hillsborough.
Farms chiefly to grain, and has made a specialty of raising sweet
corn for the last few years, which he dries for winter use.
Is a
member of I . O. 0. F. of Bowersville ; united with this order in
1876 ; is also a charter member of the Batrons of Husbandry of
Bowersville.
«,
Bavid B. Hanghey, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of J. Q. A . and
Louvina (Paullin) Hanghey. Bavid B. is a native of this county,
and a brother of Calvin, whose biography appears in this work.
Our subject was born in this township, January 19, 1856, where he
was reared, and married Miss Pose, a daughter of Daniel Earley,
whose biography also appears in this work. She was born October28, 1859. They were married March 11, 1877; two children being
the result of the union, Baniel A . and Lucinda, both living. Mrs.
Earley has a farm of one hundred acres, on w hich they live. This
is a part of the large tract of land formerly owned by her father,
who gave it to her shortly after her marriage, and is situated on the
Jamestown and Port William road, about three miles west of the
village of Bowersville.
Andrew B . Hite, farmer, Jamestown, is a native of this county,
and was born Becember 11,1814, where he was reared and married,
November, 1833, to Mary Meyers, a native of Kentucky. Nine
children are the result of this marriage : James IP, William,
George A., Catherine, John, Allen. Cyrus AL, Elizabeth P.. and
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one who died in infancy; James, George, and Elizabeth have died.
Those living are married, save Catherine, who is at home with her
parents. M r . Hite has been a member of the Baptist Church for
more than forty years, and was a minister of that denomination
for many years, receiving his first license to preach in 1845, which
position he occupied until quite recently, when he resigned.
He
served two successive terms as member of the board of education.
Has a farm of ninety-seven acres, well improved, about eighty
acres of which are in cultivation—the result of his and his wife's
industry and good management.
William M . Hite, farmer, is a son of Andrew and Mary Hite,
whose biography appears in this work. He was born February 14,
1839, near Xenia, where was reared, and was married, March 19,
1861, to Miss Sarah B. Balby, of this county, where she was born,
in Becember, 1843. Six children are the result of this marriage—
Mary E., Alpheus, Charlie, Oscar, Maud, and Mertie, all ot whom
are living. Our subject is a member of the Odd-Fellows lodge of
Bowersville, uniting with the order in November, 1873; was elected township trustee in 1876, and served one term; elected again in
1880, and holds the office at this writing; has been a member of
the board of education for several years; has a farm of one hundred and fhirty-two acres, on which he lives, having a fine, large
brick house, and other buildings necessary to a well improved farm.
This property is the result of good management, and is one of the
best farms in the township, located about four miles south of
Jamestown. Mrs. Hite's father, Jesse Balby, was born October 3,
1815, and died October 1, 1815, and was married in October. Her
mother is still living, having married Mr. James Tuttle, of Illinois,
and is now living in Bogan County, that state.
Joseph B. Hollingsworth, farmer, is a native of this county, and
was born May 20,1833; was reared and educated here, and was
here married to Miss Martha Bales, in February, 1860. Five children are the result of their marriage—Emma E., Alonzo, Marion,
Charlie, and Hattie, all of whom are living. Our subject has a
farm of seventy-four acres, on which he lives, farming to grain and
stock. Is a brick mason by trade, learning the trade in this county, which he began about 1848, and has worked at that trade a
great portion of the time since then. Is a member of Bowersville
Lodge Xo. 559, I . 0. O. F., having united with that order in 1864.
Joseph Huffaker, farmer, was born in Illinois, in February, 1835,
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where he was reared and educated, and came to this county in 1861.
Left Illinois about 1854, and went to Texas, where he remained
about six years; thence to Missom-i ; thence to Cincinnati; thence
to eastern Ohio; thence to this county, where he married Miss
Evelyn Hussey, a daughter of Christopher Hussey, the second one
of the name, and a son of the first settler of this township, which
marriage was consummated in October, 1863. They have five children, all living: Frank, Daisy, Mary, Warren, and Elsie. Our subject has a farm of one hundred and fifty-three acres, well improved,
on which he lives. To the passer-by, his farm speaks of its owner
as a man of ingenuity and enterprise. The fences are in good repair, many of them having living stakes, such as are calculated to
save repair on account of decay. The implements are kept in order by his own hands, and many of them are made by him. He
makes his own gates in such a convenient way that they are opened
without getting out of the wagon. In fact, the farm indicates that
an enterprising man is possessor of it. He joined the Masonic
fraternity of Jamestown in 1872, and is also a member of the Patrons of Husbandry of Bowersville.
Joseph H. Hussey, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of Christopher
Hussey, who was the first permanent settler of this township. He
came here in 1806, and located on the farm where our subject,
with his wife, mother, and sister Catharine, now live, aud where
the family of twenty children were born. Mr. Hussey was twice
married. First, to Margaret Hanghey, by whom he had nine children : Christopher, Stephen, Thomas, John, Elijah, Mary, Joseph,
Nancy, and one who died in infancy. Of these children four are
living. Christopher, Stephen, Nancy, Joseph, and an infant, deceased. All were married, except Joseph and the infant. After
Mrs. Hussey's death, he married Miss Catharine Lockart. Eleven
children are the fruits of this union : Narcissa, Henry M., Lydia,
Evaline, James W., Albert, Flora, Joseph, and Catherine, living,
and Emaline aud an infant, deceased. Mr. Hussey was born in
Tennessee, June 12, 1794, and died March, 1873. Joseph was born
August 31, 1856. Was married to Anna Hall, of Clinton County,
Ohio, Becember 17, 1879. He has a farm of one hundred and fifty
acres, on which he lives. This farm is part of the large tract of
land formerly owned by his father.
John Hussey, jr., farmer, Bowersville, a son of Christopher
Hussey, and the third of the name, was born February 9, 1842, in
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this township, where he was reared and educated. Was married,
May 22, 1869, in Miami County, Kansas, to Miss Rosa Beason, a
native of Iowa. They have one child, Laura Estella, born A p r i l
23, 1879. During the rebellion, Mr. Hussey served about three
years, enlisting August 11, 1862, and was discharged June 5, 1865.
Was in several heavy battles, among which were Tate's Ferry,
Chappel H i l l , Stone Eiver, and Chickamauga. A f t e r his arrival
home, he remained with his father until February, 1866, when he
went to Kansas, and engaged in mercantile persuits for about two
years and a half, after which he returned to this state, where he
has since remained. Has a farm of twenty-seven acres, well improved", upon which he resides.
William Hargrave, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of Herbert H .
and Millie Hargrave, whose biography appears in this work, and
was born in this couuty, October 5, 1847, where he was reared and
married to Miss Minerva Thompson, of this county.
Two children are the result of this union, Leota and Oscar, both living.
He has a farm of seventy-nine acres, well improved, on which he
lives; farms to both grain and stock. Mrs. Hargrave is a daughter
of Daniel and Tabitha, who are natives of Fayette County, but reside in this county at present.
W . H . Johnson, wagon and carriage maker, Bowersville, is a
native of Ross County, and came to this county with his parents in
1849, -where he has since resided, except five years which he spent
in Indiana. William and Margaret (Cox) Johnson, his parents,
were married in Ross County; he was a native of Ohicywhere he
died, she of Indiana, where her parents died. They owned the
land where Indianapolis now stands. There were nine children of
this family, eight living: Elizabeth, Malinda, Martha, Mary, John,
Maria, William I L , and Elijah; Melissa died about 1860, aged
about thirty-five years. Our subject was married, August 15,1878,
to Miss Elizabeth F. Stevens, of Xenia: one child, Melvin S., who
was born May 1, 1879. Mr. Johnson is a good workman, and
does a thriving business. The receipts for work done in his shop
last year amounted to about $3,000.
Robert Johnson, farmer, Bowersville, is a native of this township, where he was reared, and married Miss Eliza J. Ogan. Ten
children were born to them: Fadona, Solomon, Euphemia, Elma,
Victoria, Ida May, Alonzo, Lora and Cora; Victoria and Ida, deceased. Mr. Johnson's father, Thomas, was born iu Maryland,
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September 5, 1781 ; his mother, Margaret (Stewart), in West Virginia, in 1790, where they were married. Of this family there
were six children: William S., Elizabeth J., Robert, and Mary A . ,
living ; Joseph and Margaret, deceased. Mr. Johnson came to this
county in 1814; he and his wife died here, and were interred in
Bowersville cemetery. Mrs. Johnson jr.'s parents, Evan and Susanna (Wikel) Ogan, were natives of West Virginia ; he died in
Missouri, she in Illinois. They were parents of eighteen children,
all living; the youngest is about thirty years of age. Mrs. Johnson, the oldest, was born A p r i l 6, 1825. Our subject has a farm of
eighty acres, well improved, on which he lives, situated one and
one-half miles northwest of Bowersville. He had, at one time, two
hundred and eighty acres here, but lost two hundred acres through
the failure of a brother.
Simon L . Kline, farmer, Bowersville, is a native of Virginia,
where he was reared and educated. Was born in 1836, and came
to Ohio in 1858, locating in Clinton County, where he remained
until 1867, when he came to this county, and married Miss Sophia
J. Early, A p r i l , 1865. Three children are the result of this marriage: Asa C , One C , and Minnie A., all living. He has a farm
of one hundred and twenty-two and one half acres, on which he
lives. His mother is living in Virginia, aged eighty-eight years;
His father died there in February, 1868. There were twelve children of his father's family, of whom eleven are living, one younger
than Simon. Mrs. Kline's parents were natives of this county; she
is a grand-daughter of Benjamin Vannienam, an early settler in
this township. M r . Kline is a member of Bowersville Lodge No.
559, I . O. O. F. He and his wife are members of the Methodist
Protestant Church of Bowersville. He went as a substitute to the
rebellion, in Company C, One Hundred and Forty-Ninth Ohio
National Guards, being in the service four months.
George Berrill, farmer, a native of Fayette County, Ohio, was
born August 11, 1856, is a son of John and Margaret (Sparks) Perrill, who were married in 1855. He is a native of Pike County,
Ohio, she of Kentucky. There were eleven children of this family,
nine of whom are living. George being the oldest. He is also the
oldest of eighty-four great grandchildren. He was married in this
county, March 14, 1878, to Miss Elizabeth Vanniman, a daughter
of Stephen and Bebecca J. Vanniman, whose biographies appèar in this work. One child is the result of this marriage: Edith
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May, who was horn November 17, 1879. They havo a farm of one
hundred and eighty-nine acres well improved, farms chiefly to
grain. Mr. Perrill is a member of the Odd-fellows of Bowersville
Lodge, No. 559-, joining September, 1880. Mrs. Perrill is a member of the Methodist Protestant Church of Bowersville.
Bavid L . Reaves, farmer, is a son of George and Mary, wdio were
married about 1817. He was a native of Vermont, and went to
Tennessee with his parents, Asher and Diana, when at about the
age of four years, where he remained until 1811, when they came
to Ohio and spent the remainder of their lives. George, David's
father, died in 1854. aged fifty-nine years. Mrs. Beaves is still living with her son David, the subject of this sketch.
She is eightyone years of ago. and enjoying good health. Our subject was horn
October 1. 1822. in this county, where he has resided all his life,
except two years of his youth spent in Madison County, Ohio, and
about two years in Clinton County, then wont to Illinois and spent
about seven months. He was thrice married, first to Mary A., Stewart of this county, in 1843: three children by this marriage, Mary
E., James AY., and Rachel A., two of whom are living. James
died at the early age of about six months. Mrs. Reaves died May
15, 1849. M r . Reaves married Edna E. Short, of this county, Becember 1, 1853; no children. She died Jn\y 22, 1854. He tb n
married Mary E. Pownall of Highland County, Ohio, December
14, 1858, six children is the result of this marriage: Martha E.,
Edson C , Morris C . Jonathan P., two died in infancy. M r .
Reaves's second wife, was a member of the Wesley Methodist Church.
A t present, ho owns no land except two lots in Bort AVilliam,
having sold his farm of sixty acres, w hich is well improved, but is
about buying another. Alary E., and Rachel are married; the
others are unmarried and at home with their parents. Air. Reaves
was elected assessor, in 1840, served two successive terms, was reelected, in 1853. AVas elected treasurer of the township, in 1875,
and has served several terms as township trustee.
He was elected
assessor, in 1803, again in 1807, and in 1877. His father was a
Baptist minister and known over a great portion of the state. He
was captain of.a military company in this county. He was finally
elected mayor. His first school house was of logs with paper windows, the fire place was in the end of the house, seats were made
of puncheon, etc.
Mathew F. Ross, farmer, is a native of West Virginia, where he

0r

JEFFER 'N TOWNSHIP.

845

was partly reared, and came to this state with his parents, in 1847,
where he has lived since. Was married A p r i l 3, 185G, to Miss
Mary L . Blane of this county ; two children are the result of this
union, Oscar M., and Robert E., bothof whom are deceased. Oscar
was born August 27, 1861, died August 27, 1862. Robert was
born September 8, 1863, died July 8, 1877. Mr. and Mrs. Ross are
members of the Christian Church of Bowersville. Her father came
to Ohio, in 1818, where he married Miss Elizabeth Lockbart, (Mrs.
Ross's mother) about the year 1831, and where they lived the remainder of their lives. Mr. Ross has a farm of one hundred and
twenty acres, well improved, on which he lives, and farms to both
grain and stock. Of his stock, he makes rath er ¿\ specialty of merino sheep. Mrs. Ross has thirty-two acres of land adjoining his
on the east.
William R. Ross, fanner, is a native of West Virginia, where he
was reared and educated. Came to Ohio with his parents when he
was nineteen years of age, and married Miss Rachel Moon, February 25, 1864, and four children are the result of their union : Clement, Susanna J., Mary F., and John Quincy, all living, and none
married. Our subject has a farm of two hundred and thirty acres,
well improved, resides on it, and farms to grain and stock, making
a specialty of sheep raising, keeping from two hundred and fifty to
three hundred all the time, of good stock. Mrs. Boss' father is a
native of New Y o r k ; born February 29, 1844; came to Ohio, and
married Jane Turner, Mrs. Boss' mother, wdio died July 26, 1854.
He is yet a resident of this state.
John A . Ross, farmer, is a son of Robert and Susanna (Alexander) Ross, who came from West Virginia in 1847, and died in this
state. They were members of the Presbyterian Church. He was
born January 17, 1827, and united with that church at the age of
nineteen, and came to Ohio with his parents, wdiere he has a farm
of two hundred and forty-two acres, well improved, residing on it,
and farms to grain and stock, dealing largely in sheep, keeping
from two to three hundred head of good stock all the time, some
thoroughbred; also handles hogs, mostly of good stock. Is yet
unmarried, lives in a pleasant place, and is, perhaps, as happy as i f
he had a family.
Elizabeth Osborn Sheely was born in Clermont County, Ohio,
October 31, 1816, wdiere she was reared ; came to this county in
1833, and was married to William Sheely, November 14, 1841.
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Eight children are the result of this union: Preciosa A., Sallie M.,
David, Isaac, Moses, and Lydia, all living except Moses, who died
at the early age of two weeks. The others are all married except
Lvdia, who is at home with her mother. Mr. Sheely was born October 24, 1811, and died May 21. 1870. Mrs. Sheely's father was
one of the pioneers of this county. Philip Gateh, her grandfather,
was a noted minister of Ohio, and a very'successful evangelist, l i e
and his friend William Waters attended the first Methodist Conference held in the United States, which was held at Philadelphia,
in May, 1774. He was elected associate judge of Clermont County Court in 1808: was president of the board of associate judges.
Judge -Scott, of the Supreme Court of Ohio, said: " M y personal
acquaintance with Judge Gateh commenced the 1st of September,
A . D. 1802, when he and the late M r . James Sargent presented
their election as delegates from Clermont County to the convention
then assembling in the city of Philadelphia, to form a constitution
and state government." He was judge twenty-one years. There
was a church in Maine, known as the " Gateh Church," which
building he erected, and where he organized the society. That
building stood until a few years since, when it gave place to a new
one. The posts of the altar of the old church were worked into
canes, and distributed among the descendants of the builder of the
church, which was built in 1772. M r . Gatch's son George was a
minister, doing all the good he could, as did his father.
Thomas Smith, farmer, is a native of this county, where he was
reared, educated, and married to Mary Hussey, a native and resident of the same county. Ten children arc the result of this union :
Alexander, Mary, Xancy J., Christopher I L , Zenas, Margaret J.,
William, John, Thomas, and Catharine; Xancy and Catharine deceased. Alexauder, Mary, and Zenas are married, and Christopher
is in Colorado, on a tour tor his health. Our subject has a farm of
one hundred and twenty acres, on which he lives. Himself, wife,
Alexander, Mary, Christopher, Zenas, and Maggie are members of
the Christian Church of Bowersville. His father, Jeremiah, was
married about the year 1822, to Jane Thornburg, Thomas' mother,
a native of Tennessee, and had eleven children by this marriage,
five of whom arc living. l i e died in December, 1848, aged fiftysix years, and was a member of the Christian Church, dying in the
triumphs of a living faith, and is evidently enjoying the happiness
that awaits the "pure iu heart." He came to Ohio about the year
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1816, where hu resided until his death. His wife is still living; is
seventy-seven years of age, and enjoying good health.
Andrew J. Stephens, fanner, Bowersville, is a son of John and
Eleanor (Hanes) Stephens, who were natives of Virginia. His
father was horn in 1790, and came to this county in 1808, and remained here through life, with the exception of six years spent in
Clermont County, this state, and two years in Indiana, where he
died. Mrs. Stephens was horn ahout 1786, and died ahout 1866,
aged eighty years. There were nine children of this family, our
suhjeet being the fifth one. He w as married, May 24,1840, to Miss
Susanna Beason, of this county. Nine children are the result of
this union: John T., Mary L., Kesiah J., AVilliam C , Pint-be, Edward P., Amasa, Martha E., and Hiram A., all living, and all married, except Hiram, wdio is at home with his parents. Aír. Stephens lives two miles west of Bowersville, on the Bowersville and
Xenia pike. Mrs. Stephen's parents, Thomas and Kesiah (Turner)
Beason, were born in Tennessee. He died in 1866; she is living
in Jasper Township, this county. Of this family there were fourteen children, seven of whom are living. Our subject is a well respected citizen, of whom his neighbors speak highly.
Benjamin S. Stewart, farmer. Bowersville, is a native of Alaine,
wdiere his parents, Joseph and Sallie (.Snow) Stewart, were horn.
He was reared, educated, and married in his native state. A^ as
married, to Mary A . Goodwin, of Maine, born Xovembcr 8, 1824,
died January 28, 1865. May 17, 1866, he married Anna M . Story,
of this comity. He came to this state in 180.".. stayed until the following winter, then returned to Alaine, wdiere he remained until
April, 1866 ; returned to Ohio, wdiere he has since resided. Has a
farm of ninety-eight acres, on wdiich he lives. Is a charter member of Bowersville Lodge Xo. 559, of Odd-fellows. Also a member
of the Patrons of Husbandry. Himself and wife are members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church of Bowersville, and are consistent Christians,-walking humbly before God and man. He is a
local minister : has been class leader at least twelve years. His first
wife was a member of the Christian Church of North Fairfield,
Maine, in wdiich she died triumphantly, bidding the messenger of
death a glad welcome. Aír. and Airs. Stewart have adopted two
children, one of wdiom is living and is married : the other. Etta B.
Johnson, died February 3, 1877.
'Alary J. Yanaman, Bowersville. is a native of this county: born
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October 26, 1845, and reared and educated here. Is a daughter of
Iradell and Ann Cheney. AVas married to AVilliam H . A'anaman
September 15, 1864, who was a son of Benjamin and Sophia A anaman.
Three children were the result of this union: Cora L . ,
Sherman I I . , and Esta J., all of whom are living.
Air. and Mrs.
Vanaman were members of the Methodist Protestant Church,
she uniting with this denomination February 4,1879—was formerly
a mendier of the Christian Church, which she joined when about
the age of fifteen years: Aír. A'anaman joined the Aletbodist
Brotestant Church when six-teen years of age, at which time he was
happily converted to God. For convenience, be moved bis membership, and united with the Christian Church soon after their
marriage.
This society having become extinct, he and wife returned to the Aletbodist Brotestant Church, February 4, 1879, in
which church he died triumphantly on June 26, 1880, and is evidently reaping the reward of his earthly labor.
Airs. Vanaman
has a farm of one hundred and thirty-one acres, located about one
mile west of the village of Bowersville, where her husband died.
She has a home consisting of a house and three lots in the village.
Mrs. A anaman was converted at home, wdiere she sought religion,
in 1873.
Bebecca J. A'anniman, is a daughter of Solomon and Bebecca
Early, and a native of Clinton County, Ohio, wdiere she was reared
and educated, and was married to Aír. Stephen Vanniman of this
County, October 4, 1849; five children is the result of this marriage, Alattie A., Libhie 0., Emma ('., Xora P., and Eva P., all of
whom are living save Alattie, wdio died at the early age of twenty
years. Of the surviving ones, two are married. Libhie married
Air. George Perrill ; Emma, a Air. Carroll Ellis. Alattie was married to a Mr. J. AV. Sparks; she died Alarch 11, 1872. Air. and
Airs. Vanniman, and all the children were members of the Aletbodist Protestant Church of Bowersville. He died Becember 6,
1871. Airs. Vanniman has a farm of one hundred and three acres,
well improved, wdiere she lives.
Calvin A'anaman, farmer, Bowersville, is a son of Benjamin and
Sophia. IPs father was born in Pennsylvania, September 17,1795 ;
his mother in this county, in 1802, and died November, 1846 ; be
died August 9, 1879. They were married in this county in 1817.
There were thirteen children of this marriage, of whom five are
living; two died in infancy, and the others lived to be married and
T
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have families. Mr. Vanaman married Miss Sophia, daughter of
Jhristopher Hussey, whose father was the first settler in this township. The subject of this sketch was born in this township, September, 1837, where he was reared, educated, and married to Mary
A. Ellis, of this county. They are members of the Methodist Protestant Church of Bowersville. He has a farm of four hundred and
three acres, well improved, on which he lives, and which brings
him an annual income of about $2,000. He has never voted any
but the Republican ticket when a national question was in view.
Benjamin Vanaman owned, at one time, about one thousand two
hundred acres of land in this county. He hauled his grain aud
drove his stock to Cincinnati to market. He would haul oats to
Cincinnati and sell them for fifteen cents per bushel. The nearest
mill was at Oldtown, to reach which it would take two days.
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living near Mount Holly, he commenced his practice there. Mount
Holly at that time was a flourishing village, with a fine farming
community around it, but since then a distillery has been started,
and the curse of intemperance can be seen iu the dilapidated condition of the town. After a few years of successful practice here,
he removed to near Xew Burlington, and there practiced until his
retirement, in 1849. Finding, however, that he could not cease
practicing and remain, he purchased a stock farm near Sidney, in
Shelby County, and removed there with his family, four hoys and
six girls. Here he remained until two of his daughters died, and
the rest of his children married, except one son and one daughter.
His wife died in 1860, and he then kept house with his daughter
uutil about 1872. She then died. About this time, feeling the
want of companionship, he married Mrs. Mary Wilson, but she survived the union only a short time. He died July, 1879, regretted
by a large circle of friends. Mr. Goode's life had always been
blameless, he being a consistent life member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and when the summons came, he was prepared
and willing to go. Samuel went with his father to Sidney from
Burlington, and remained with him until his marriage. I n fact,
the burden of the farm duties fell upon him, as he was the only
one regularly at home. He was married May 11, 1859, to Miss
Narcissa A . Lyle, of this county. The result of this marriage was
eight children : James M . , attending school with Brof. Smith, of
Xenia ; Elizabeth M., Mary A., Katie B., Joseph H., Samuel, Moses,
and Luela. M r . aud Mrs. Goode, with their entire family who are
old enough, are members of the Union Methodist Episcopal Church,
the former having belonged for more than thirty years. Their
respective parents early inculcated the good benefits to be derived
from following the teachings of the Bible, and in early life led
them to that fountain from which to drink is to thirst no more.
He is a staunch Republican, and voted first for Winfield Scott.
Resides three and one-half miles south of Xenia, on the Burlington and Xenia Bike: where he lives is supposed by Mr. Fred Bonner to be the first settlement south of Xenia. Mr. and Mrs. Goode
are respected by all their neighbors, and make friends wherever
known.
John A . Harner, farmer and stock raiser, Xenia, was born of
John and Magdalene (Hanes) Harner, August 81, 1836. His paternal grandfather cama from Germany at fourteen years of age,
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and his grandmother was also of German descent. His father's
biography is given elsewhere in this work. Being of an industrious disposition, and one of a large family, he never had an opportunity to attend school except in winter, and only enjoyed the free
school system for a short time. From all time John was industrious to a degree seldom found in hoys, and had nearly $10,000 saved
before his. marriage. This amount he invested in the farm where
he now resides. February 13, 1868, he united in marriage with
Miss E. E. Lantz, daughter of John and Catharine Lantz, who
came from Frederick County, Maryland, to this state, about 1838.
By this marriage he became the father of four children : Vinton
L., deceased, and Maggie C , John H . , and Anna Jessie, living, and
aged respectively ten, six, and two years. Mrs. Harner is a member of the M t . Zion Lutheran Church, and has been for a number
of years. He is not connected with any church, but his life is exemplary. He is Republican in political proclivities, and cast bis
first vote for Abraham Lincoln. Resides on a farm of two hundred and twenty-five acres, surrounded by all that goes to make
life comfortable. Good out-buildings, with fine stock, show an air
of energy truly commendable. He is a man whose word i f given
is as good as his bond. Is well respected, and implicitly trustedby
all who know him.
James Hollingshead, farmer, Spring Valley, was born in Fredrick County, Virginia, in October, 1817. He came to this county
with his parents, Richard aud Mary (Babb) Hollingshead, fiftynine years ago, and settled within a mile of where he now resides.
The school privileges of his youth were quite limited, being compelled to walk three miles to school. He remained at home until
near his majority. Becember 15, 1811, he was married to Miss
Mary Allen, who wa3 born in Washington County, Ohio, in 1821.
Although having no children of their own, he and his estimable
wife have raised three girls and two boys. The farm of one hundred and fifty-four acres he now occupies, has been made through
his own exertions, as he only had thirty-seven cents in his pocket
when he left the parental roof. Mr. Hollingshead has been a lifelong Democrat, and cast his first vote for Martin Van Buren in
1840. Since 1832 he has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, having joined at the old Sardis Church, now gone.
Has been an Odd-fellow in good standing for more than thirty
years, first in Xenia, and now at Spring Valley. Is an exemplary
Christian, kind husband, and a good neighbor.
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John Hupman, farmer and stock raiser, was horn in Augusta
County, Virginia, August 8, 1821, of John and Elizabeth (Fauber)
Hupman, who were born in Virginia in 1790 and 1791, respectively.
' They came to this state in 1835, and settled within seven miles of
Springfield, west. Their original intention was to go to Illinois;
and while encamped in this state, on their way there, they were
met by some people in this state on a visit, and they persuaded
them to go to Fall Creek, Indiana, twenty-five miles north of I n dianapolis. They represented the soil good, and the climate salubrious. They went, but found no corn or flour; in fact, nothing
was found for themselves or teams to subsist on, and they became
discouraged, and started to return to Virginia : intending, however,
to stop and see a sister of Mrs. Hupman, who resided close to
where they eventually purchased, in Clarke County. There he was
induced to settle, and there he raised his family, consisting of Catherine, David, Fanny, married to Henry Cosier, and is living on the
old home place in Clarke County; John, Joseph, Samuel and Sara.
Two are since deceased, Jacob and Peter. He was in the war of
1812, but marrying while the war was in progress, he hired a substitute ; but the war closed soon, and his soldier was home nearly
as soon as*himself. He died in 1873, in his eighty-third year. IPs
wife had died some time before, Xovember, 20,1851, in her sixtieth
year. The chances for an education were better in Ohio than in
Virginia ; for in the latter state the subscription schools were the
only local educators extant, while in Ohio the free school system
had been adopted. Until he was twenty-one years old he had opportunities to attend in the fall and winter, aud in consequence had
a more than ordinary education- W i t h the exception of one year,
learning the carpenter trade, he remained at home helping his
father and brothers clear the forest and plant crops, until his marriage. A p r i l 28, 1816, he was united in marriage to Jane Iv. Peterson, daughter of Jonas Peterson, sr., whose history appears in this
work. This resulted in the birth of eight children, one of whom
died in infancy. Those living are: Secelia A n n , married to
Thomas Moore; Sara Emily, married to Joseph A . Webb, passenger agent Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Columbus, Ohio; Sue L . ,
Frank, married to Alice Compton; Charley S., Jonas S. C , and
Harvey C. Mrs. Hupman died February 2, 1869, a member of the
German Reformed Church, aud regretted by all. A p r i l 27, 1875, •
he was again united, to Miss Amanda Brewer. Taking consider-
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able interest in school matters, he was on different occasions elected
school director. M r . and Mrs. Hupman are members of the German Reformed Church; he since 1847, and she for quite a long
period. He is also a member of Xenia Lodge No. 52, Odd-fellows,
and a member of Shawnee Encampment Xo. 20 ; joining the latter
in 1868. As far back as he can remember, his progenitors have
been Democrats, aud of course he is one, staunch, tried and true.
I n 1844 he cast his first vote for James K . Polk. Socially, he is a
pleasant gentleman, well respected in his community.
Isaiah McClellan, retired farmer. Robert and Betsy (Job) McClellan, came to Sugar Creek Township from Alieghany County, Pennsylvania, in 1805, aud built a cabin, the site of which is yet visible,
in which Isaiah McClellan was born, Xovember 1st, of the same
year. Isaiah's father, served with distinction through the war of
1812, and was especially noted for his bravery, which amounted
almost to rashness. He was a captain in that war, and at one time
was in commaud of Port McArthur, now Hardin County.
(See
Howe's Ohio Historical Collections.) After honorably serving out
his time, he was discharged and died in this county about 1847, in
the seventieth year of his age ; his mother having previously died,
iu 1813. Captain McClellan reached home, when he was ordered
to report to St. Mary's where he was stationed.
Educational advantages in M r . McClellan's youth, were limited to the proverbial
subscription school, and while young, he never knew the blessings
of our present free school system. On some laud given him by his
father, on condition that he would remain at home until married,
he being past his majority, he built a shop and carried on coopering
for some ten or twelve years, a business his father had engaged in
before him. A p r i l 13, 1833, he married Miss Margaret Woodburn,
by whom he had three children, one living.
Mrs. Sallie Dunwiddie, and Margaret and Becky, deceased. His wife dying in 1838,
he was again married, in 1840, to Miss A n n Hamilton, who bore
him four children ; William, Xancy E., Harvey, and Ellen. The
third, Harvey, being married to Miss Laura McClellan a distant relative. M r . McClellan is a member of the United Presbyterian
Church, as is also his. wife and all his children. He has been a
member since 1832, and his wife since 1834. He was one of the
founders of the second United Presbyterian Church ever built in
•Xenia. He has been an ardent Republican ever since the organization of the party, but cast his first vote for John Quincy Adams.
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His father, Robert, was a Whig. Mr. McClellan was not in the
late war, but his son William was in the One Hundred and FiftyFourth, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Stevenson commanding.
H e was in several skirmishing, and one rather severe engagement, in Western Virginia where they were stationed. He was honorably discharged in September, 1864. M r . McClellan, though
suffering with disease, hardly looks his age, seventy-live years.
William McKnight, farmer, was born in Rockbridge County,
Virginia, June 29, 1777, and with his parents came to Augusta
County, Virginia, in 1797. His parents, Johu and Mary (ratterson) McKnight, came from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, to
Rockbridge County, in 1772, aud were born in 1732 and 1741, respectively. I n 1758 they were married, and the result of this union
was seven sons and three daughters, of whom William was the
eighth child and sixth son. The names of the others, according to
their ages, were James, David, Hannah, Mary, John, Andrew,
Samuel, Robert, aud Isabella. William's opportunities for an education in his youth, were poor, as his father owned no land or slaves,
and white people of that class were not much in demand, except
occasionally as laborers. He persevered, however, and by energy
and close application, secured sufficient of the rudiments of an education to enable him to teach, and after his removal to Ohio, he
made out deeds and mortgages, and did considerable writing of a
public character; in fact, was for some time justice of the peace.
William lived at home, worked, went to school, and eventually
taught school until his fathers death, which occurred in 1801. He
remained at home about one year after that, and in the early fall
of 1802, be took a trip to Woodford County, Kentucky. After remaining there a short time, he hired on a flat-boat for a trip to
New Orleans, which, at that time, was under the Spanish Government. After numerous hardships he, with the others, reached their
destination. I t would take three months to row a boat back, so he,
after crossing Lake Ponchertrain on a small sail-boat, took his way
on foot, through the almost trackless forest, for Kentucky. He
camped out every night until he reached Tennessee, and then he
found settlements, and made the entire distance, nine hundred
miles, in a little more than thirty days. A f t e r reaching Kentucky,
he took his horse and started for home, Virginia, through Ohio,
and passed over some if the laud he afterward owned. I n his
journey there was no regularly laid out road, but a blazed trail or
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truce, us they were called. I t was the first road of any kind,, however, in that section of the county, und a section of one of the
trees being taken, and the rings counted, show the trail to have
been blazed before 1786. We are indebted to Samuel McKnight,
son of William, for this information. This trace extended from
Waynesville to Old Chillicothe, and between these two places he
saw no white man, but on the east side of Caesar's Creek he found
vacated.log cabins, left by the white men.because of anticipated
Indian troubles. Although he heard firing, he saw no Indians.
He reached Augusta Count} in 1803, and went to work in the distiller} which he and his brothers, Samuel and Robert, had started
prior to his visit to Kentucky. In the winter and spring of 1804-5
he with his brother Samuel came to Ohio to purchase laud, and
after locating what they wanted, they found the owners lived in
Richmond, Virginia.
They then' returned home, und the same
year William went to Richmond and purchased the land, one
thousand acres, of Pickard, Pollard & Johnson, Robert Gibbons'
survey. I n September, 1807, they sold their distillery interests,
and with their brother David and others, forming a colony, they
set out for Ohio, by way of Harper's Ferry, through Pennsylvania,
aud by that way, as they could not cross the mountains to come iu
a direct Hue. I n 1808, he went buck to Virginia, and married June
Fulton, and started for Ohio immediately, three horses serving to
transport themselves and personal effects. The result of this union
was three sons and three daughters: Hannah, John, Margaret,
Mary, Samuel, and David; the daughters are uow deceased, but
the three sons are living, two of them married ; John to Sarah P.
Davis, and David was married to Emma J. Adams, Rappahannock
County, Virginia, April 23, 1868. They have four children, Hannah, William, Mary, and Robert, aged, respectively, eleven, nine,
five, and two years. David lives on part of the tract originally owned by his uncle Samuel. Samuel, the other son, is yet
unmarried, and in his sixty-fourth year, but looks no more than
fitly.
Mrs. McKnight died August 6, 1825, and the house work
then devolved on Hannah, the eldest daughter. She never married, and remained at the old homestead until her death, September
22, 1868. Mr. McKnight never married again, but lived there with
Hannah until his death, which occurred July 16, 1853. Prior to
his death, however, he made a will, and gave his land jointly to his
sons and daughters, leaving their share ii money. His sons lived
7

7
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thus amicably together until 1861, when they divided the land.
They had before this, however, purchased more land together as
partners, and in the division John took the homestead, with two
hundred and twenty-six acres, and Samuel two hundred and twenty-six acres; this took all originally willed by the father, and David
got thefcrni they had all purchased together, after paying the difference of twenty-four acres, which was in the new farm. A l l
these men occupy enviable places in society, and are loved and respected by their neighbors.
John McKnight, retired farmer, was born on the old homestead
farm, A p r i l 17,1811, and is a son of William aud Jane (Fulton)
McKnight, the biography of his father appearing in this work.
Our subject's opportunities for an education were limited to the
usual subscription class of schools of that day, and his chances for
a more thorough education were materially lessened by the death
of his mother, which occurred in 1825, when he was in his fourteenth year. This also made his father's task more heavy in bringing up his family of six children. Our subject, with his brothers,
remained at home on the farm, aud assisted their father in clearing
the forest until the latter's death, which occurred in 1853, in his
seventy-sixth year. Prior to his death, his father had willed his
property (real estate) to his three sons, jointly, who lived together
and farmed it amicably until 1861, when they divided, the other
two allowing John to retain the homestead. He remained here,
with his eldest sister, Hannah, as housekeeper, until September,
1868, when she died. A f t e r that he tried various housekeepers,
and at last tried boarding. A f t e r tiring of all, he concluded to
marry, i f he possibly could, and in pursuance of this laudable purpose, he united with Miss Sarah Belle Bavis, a daughter of H . B.
Davis, who lives on an adjoining farm. The marriage was consummated June 12, 1876. His wife is a member of the Spring
Valley Methodist Episcopal Church, and has been for more than a
score of years. M r . McKnight has been a Republican since the
inception of the party, and cast his'first vote for Henry Clay, in
1832. He was too old for the war of the rebellion, but his father,
with two brothers, was in the war of 1812, and served in the three
months' service, under Captain John Clark, grandfather of W . J.
Alexander, whose biography appears in this work. M r . McKnight
lives iu a fine, commodious brick house, built by his father in 1828,
and remodeled by himself in 1876, just after his marriage. He is
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a gentleman whom to meet is a pleasure, and to know is an honor;
and the same can truthfully be said of his brothers, Samuel and
David, whose names appear incidentally in the biography of W i l liam McKnight, their father.
Miss Margaret McKnight, farmer and stock raiser, was born at
the old homestead, where she now resides, May 9,1808. Her father,
Robert McKnight, was a brother of William McKnight, whos*
biography appears in this work, and her mother, Elizabeth (Fulton)
McKnight, wae a sister to the wife of William McKnight, all of
whom immigrated to this state in the fall of 1807. This union resulted in the birth of three children : Margaret, already mentioned,
James, and Mary. James was married to Anna McKay in November, 1838, and became the father of four children. He died July
8, 1841, and was interred in the old McKnight burying-ground,
whose first interment bears date of May 1, 1809. His widow was
afterward -married again to Elijah Spark. I n A p r i l , 1839, Mary
was married to James Lyon, by whom she had two children, one of
whom, Martha, is married to W . H . Hopping, and Elizabeth, the
other child, is yet unmarried, aud is living with her aunt Margaret.
Mrs. Lyon died November 19, 1841, in her thirty-fourth year, and
her husband followed August 10,1849. A t the marriage of James
and Mary, M r . McKnight gave deeds to each of them for one hundred and fifty and one hundred and forty-five acres of land respectively, but to Margaret, who never married, he gave, at his death,
the old homestead and the remainder of his laud, one hundred and
forty-five acres. Although the original tract purchased by the
brothers was one thousand acres, as per Gibbon's survey, an actual
and careful survey made it one thousand three hundred and twenty
acres; iu consequence, Robert's share was four hundred and forty
acres. Margaret did not have an opportunity to attend school until she was nine years old, as the distance to school was over two
miles, aud she was thought too young to walk that distance prior
to that time. She improved her time, however, when the opportunity ottered. She is a consistent member of the First Presbyterian Church of Xenia, and has been for more than a score of years.
She yet remains on the farm, attending to all the duties pertaining to it, and the stock and buildings show as much, and more,
thrift and energy than is generally given by men to such details.
None excel her in the crops she raises, and her live stock compares
favorably with any in the township. She is kind and benevolent,
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and is loved by all who know her. She shows, with pardonable
pride, a three-pound note, created and made legal tender by act of
assembly of Virginia, July 17,1775. The note is indorsed by Phil.
Johnson and John Tazewell, and signed by the treasurer, Bobert
Carter Nichols. The note bears the inscription on one end, and
running at right angles to the face, "Death to counterfeiters."
Elizabeth McKnight, her mother, died July 29, 1854, aged eightythree years. Her father departed this life February 27, 1856, in
the seventy-sixth year of his age.
William McPherson, farmer and stock raiser, was born in Xenia,
Ohio, February 16, 1816, of John IP, and Margaret (Hivling)
McBherson, who came from near Hagerstown, Maryland, and settled iu Xenia when it was but a clearing in the wilderness. His
graudparents on his father's side were from Scotland, and his
grandfather was the first sheriff in this county. On his mother's
side, his grandparents came from Germany.
In his youth, M r .
McPherson had few educational advantages, but as he grew older,
be attended school for some time under Prof. Thomas Steel, and
later under the Rev. M r . Hugh McMillan, except one year's absence
in Bayton to commence the trade of saddler, and was at home
until his marriage. He learned his trade, aud worked at i t until
the spring of 1840, when he went to farming and raising stock, at
which business he has since continued. His first farming venture,
was on land rented from his grandfather, but his uncle, John A n keuey, noticed the shrewdness of young William, and- purchased
him the farm on which he now resides. He was married in the
autumn of 1839, to Miss Mary A . Rader, by whom be has had nine
children, six living: John H , Adam P., Willie, A n n Eliza, Sophia,
and Georgiana ; of these, three are married. Adam to Ellen Hapman, aud living near BesMoines, Iowa; Johu to Lizzie Given, and
living in Xenia Township ; aud Eliza to E. S. Barrett, who lives on
bis father's farm in this township. Those deceased, are Robert E.,
Joshua and an infant. Mrs. McBherson is a member, and has been
for more than forty years, of the German Reformed Church of
Xeuia. Mr. McBherson has been school director for nine years,
and has been a director iu Greene County Agricultural Society for
more than twenty years, and was this year again elected to serve
two years. For over twelve years, he has been superintendent in
the cattle department of the Ohio State Agricultural Society. He
is a member of the Xenia Lodge Xo. 52, Odd-fellows, is also Mas-
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ter of Walnut Grange No. 25, P. of EL, of Spring Valley Township, and lias always been a Republican, but cast his first vote for
General Harrison, in 1840. Two of his sons participated in the
late war. John was in Company C, Seventy-Fourth Regiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served all through the war, and was
honorably discharged and without a scratch. His son Joshua, was
also a member of the Seventy-Fourth Regiment, but he died at
Nashville, Tennessee, from a sickness contracted while on his way
to join the regiment. Mr. McPherson has one hundred and eightythree acres of land in Spring Valley Township, with about twenty
acres of woodland included. His buildings are all in good order,
and his stock shows the care that denotes the thrifty farmer. Aside
from this, he is a half owner in one hundred and sixty acres of
land in Indiana, which lies about four miles from Muncie, and
about one hundred acres of which is under cultivation. M r .
McPherson is a man well spoken of by his neighbors, and enjoys
the confidence of all with whom he comes in contact.
Mrs. Hettie Mendenhall, relict of I v y Mendenhall, was born in
Highland Count}, Ohio, June 28, 1805. She was the daughter of
Jacob Medtsker, and Margaret Hamilton, who were married about
the year 1793, in Pennsylvania, near the Juniata River. Her father
originally came from Germany with his parents, when he was a
mere lad. Her parents came to this state about 1800, and first settled where Highland County now is, when Hettie was born. They
reniained there until about 1812, when they removed into Crcsar's
Creek this county, where he remained quite awhile. He then
went to Pine Creek, Indiana, where he remained until his death,
which found him ready and prepared at the advanced age of ninetythree years. Meantime, Hettie had on the 23d of November, 1826,
united herself in marriage to Ivy Mendenhall, who was born November S. 1802. She lived with him and performed all the duties
pertaining to her station, when after nearly a half centuary, death
stepped in and she was left a widow. I v y Meudenhall died September 20, 1875. Miss Hettie was the fifth child, and on account
of her extreme good nature, she was frequently made to mind the
other children when she should have been at school. I n this way
her education was sadly neglected. Since her marriage however,
she has learned to read the Pible with great ease and although not
attached to any church, she takes great delight in the perusal of
its pages. She has never had any children of her own, but has
J
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been quite successful in the raising of one neice, who is happily
married aud well settled in life, and has one other with her now,
who will not probably suffer in the coming future.
Jonas Peterson, sr., retired farmer, Xenia, was born in Hardy
County, Virginia. September 8,1800. His great-grandfather, John
Jacob Bidert, afterward corrupted into Peterson in the translation
into English, was born in Parenville County, Basol-of-Laugenburg,
Switzerland, January 7, 1700, of Christian parents, who were devoted to their adherence to church discipline. The early school
advantage of young Hans or John were such as the poorer classes
received at that day in Switzerland. August 13,1728, he was married to Sarah Mohlerin, a near neighbor girl, and by her had nine
children, four of whom were born in Switzerland : Jacob, John
Martin, Michael, and Sarah. July 23, 1730, he sailed for America.
His passport was made out in due form, and on it his destination
was marked as the " Island of Pennsylvania." Prior to sailing, he
was presented by his pastor, X . John Fredrick Westeiii, with a
letter recommending him and his wife and four children to the
kind mercies of the people on this side of the Atlantic; asking the
blessing of the Ruler of all upon them, both spiritually and temporalij-, and the prayer of this divine man seems to have been
answered in all respects, for the family is noted for piety, and their
temporal wants are fully supplied. He lauded in Phildelphia, and
remained in Pennsylvania some few years, and then removed to
Augusta County, Virginia—this county was afterwards divided, and
their home was in Hardy County. I n this country they had born to
them five more children: Anna Maria, Trina Pettie, Annie Maria
Barbara, and two children who died in infancy. I n Virginia he
took an oath of allegiance to Our Sovereign Lord, K i n g George
I I P , by the grace of God, K i n g of Great Britain. This instrument
was signed in the presence of Frau Fauquire, Xovember 20, in the
fifth year of the aforesaid sovereign's reign. The records do not
give the date of the death of either John Jacob Beterson or his
wife, Sara (Mohlerin) Beterson, but judging from the longevity of
the subject, they each lived to a ripe old age.
John Martin Beterson was born in Switzerland, as already stated,
May 20, 1730, and came to this country with his parents Jul}- 23,
1736. A f t e r they had been in this country some time, he was
taken prisoner by the Indians, as were also his three step-sisters
and a Mr. Moser, aud his wife, formerly Eve Elizabeth Harper.
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The others who had been in the party were killed by their captors,
but John M., managed to escape. He made his way back to North
Carolina, and then married Miss
Teeter, by whom he had
three sons and three daughters: Jacob, John (father of the subject
of our sketch), Joseph, Elizabeth, married to Garrett Boots; Barbara, married to Beter Hoffman, and Bosanna, married to Bavid
Hoffman. To return to our captives a short time: Mr. Moser was
killed by an Indian with a tomahawk, while he was sitting on a
log with his wife; she was kept six years a prisoner and slave, and
then exchanged by the French and Indians at Upper Sandusky.
She afterward was married to Jacob Beterson. A f t e r fourteen
years, Anna Maria was delivered to her brother, Jacob. She went
back to Virginia, and afterward to Ohio, where she died in Ross
County, and was buried on the north fork of Paint Creek. The
other two girls were given to the French.
Annie Maria Barbara
married a Frenchman named Bewis, and it is thought Lewis, the
Pocky Mountain explorer, was a son of hers. Trina Bettie was
taken to France, but afterward returned to Bhiladelphia, where she
died of the measeis. The period of the death of John Martin Peterson and Teeter Peterson is also lost, but we have assurance
they lived to quite a good age.
John Peterson was born in Hardy County Virginia, in June,
18G7, and was married to Miss Mary Harper in 1789. By her he
had six children: Solomon, Elizabeth, Martin, Bliebe, Jonas, the
subject of the original sketch, and John. John remained in Virginia until October 18, 180G, when he came to Ross County, near
Chillicothe. He remained at this place about four years, and then
went to Franklin County, within seven miles of where the city of
Columbus now stands. He only remained there over winter, however, and returned to within two miles of wdiere he had come from
in Ross County. A t about this time his wife died, May 26, 1811.
In
, 1813, he was again married, to Miss Elizabeth Wells, by
whom he had eight children : Sarah, Belilah, Susan, Margaret,
Mary, Jessie, Abi 'am, and Bavid. Of the first children Jonas is the
only one alive; of the latter Abram, Bavid, Susan, and Margaret
are alive. John remained in Boss County until July 17,1817, when
he came to the place wdiere Jonas resides. This land at that time,
with little exception, was in woods, and all manner of game was
yet plentiful. Here he remained for quite a while, but eventually
went west into Indiana, and then to Illinois, where he died in
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March, 1839. His wife had previously died March 26,1837. Jonas'
birth has already been recorded. He came to this state with his
parents, and shared in all the hardships incident to the wild state
of the country. His schooling was neglected to a great extent ; in
fact, when he first went to school he was so Dutch in his language
that his schoolmates could not understand him, so he had to learn
English before he could advance at all in his studies. Hut even
after that his education was slow, as the schools were kept up by
subscription, and the terms were necessarily short, as the patrons
of them were, as a class, poor. He drove team when he was less
than fifteen years old to Cincinnati, and hauled flour, etc. When
he was thirteen years of age, he and a companion named James
Shepherd, were sent out with horses to bring in some sick soldiers.
They had very little money with them, and had to go further than
they expected, and had to go without food themselves, so as to
procure food for their horses. They rode thus more than ninety
miles before they got anything to eat at all. I t shows considerable
energy and endurance in one so young. Dut a greater feat yet he
performed when he killed a mad dog when he was eight years of
ao-e. Jonas learned the blacksmith trade by working after night,
and became quite an artist in his line. When he Avas out of iron,
he would take the team and go to the iron works and haul longenough to earn a load of iron, and would then come home and
work it up. Was married December 16, 1821, to Susanna Coynor
(Einer), by whom he had eleven children : John, married to Elizabeth Peterson, living in this county; Bavid, married to Mary J.
Armintrout, moved to Indiana, thence to Illinois, when he died
near Champaign City in April, 1871 : Parris H., married to Amanda
Tresler, lives in Xenia: Martin, married to Catharine Shooke, who
died, and he then married Hannah Evans: Jonas, jr., married to
Vina Push, living near Spring Valley: Christian C , married to
Mollie Bush, living with his father: Jane married John Hupman,
but died: Hannah, married to John Mallow; Elizabeth, to Phillip
Bagett, and Sarah to Silas T.*PeWitt, and one died in infancy.
W i t h his wife he also got a copy of the Bible printed in German,
and published in 1776.
Mr. Beterson and his wife joined the German Beformed Church
in Xenia, in 1834. Before the meeting closed, there were thirtyfive accessions, and the next year Jonas welcomed forty-nine
more to the church. He has been deacon and elder in the church
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until Iiis declining health compelled him to give up. He was one
of the building committee in 1844, when they erected their first
church on Caesar's Creek. The foundations gave away a few years
ago and since then they have erected another church building near
the site of the old one. The money for the last one was mostly
donated by the Petersons, or their connections. He served as ensign, orderly sergeant, and first lieutenant in the second regiment
home militia, under Colonel Mallow. He served in all fifteen years.
More frequently he served in the captain's place than his own, as
the captain, Joel Peterson, was generally tardy. He was born a
Democrat, and never but once did he vote outside of the party,
and that was in 1840, when he voted for General Harrison; he repented that, and never repeated the offence. His first vote was
cast in 1824, for General Jackson, when the House of Representatives put in John Quincy Adams. M r . Peterson at one time paid
taxes on one thousand four hundred acres of land, but he has since
sold and divided it around. To pass away the time he now resorts
to many pleasant methods, one of which is sewing patches for
quilts. Within five years he has sewed patches and put together
fifty quilts. He shows them to visitors with pardonable pride. He
has eight children living, forty-seven grandchildren, and twentysix great grandchildren. He took quite a lively interest in all
things, until October 2, 1878, and then his wife died. She was over
seventy-seyen years of age at her death, having been born March
26, 1801. Mr. Peterson loves to go back over old times, and can
interest any one who will listen to him. He is kind at heart, and
social in his habits. He is devout in his manner of life, but¿ is ostentatious in nothing.
Elizabeth Rohrbaugh, Spring Valley, was horn in Hardy County,
Virginia, of Fredrick and Eva E. (Pcrgdoll) Rohrbaugh. They
were born in 1773 and 1780, respectively, and came to this state
with their family about the year 1815, and settled on the farm
where Elizabeth now resides. They came as much for bettering
their fortune as anything else, as they were without the wealth in
Virginia that makes people gentlefolks. Mr. Rohrbaugh lived
long enough after coming to this state to build up a nice competency for his family, and died in 1833, aged sixty years. His wife
survived him until 1865, and then departed this life in her eightyfifth year. Elizabeth is one of two living of a family of ten children. Her sister, Clarissa Rohrbaugh Strong, resides in Delaware
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County, Indiana. Elizabeth bad few opportunities to improve in
her youth, so far as educational advantages were concerned, and
in consequence bas not the brilliant education within the grasp of
ladies of the present day. She never married, and always remained at home and devoted herself to the welfare and comfort of her
parents. She now lives at the old homestead, a stately brick mansion, surrounded by all the comforts necessary for the decline of a
life spent in usefulness. There are one hundred and ninety acres
of land attached, and although rented, it returns a very good income. She is a member of the Zore Methodist Episcopal Church,
which .she joined in 1830, and although not attending regularly
ever since, she has always been a consistent and devout member.
She is kindly spoken of by her neighbors, and has a host of friends.
John W . Smith, grocer. Spring Valley, was born A p r i l 7, 1844.
John Smith, sr., was born in this state, January 9, 1817. Miss
Sophia Needles was born in the State of Delaware, in 1824, and
came to this state with her parents when she was about fifteen
years old. She and John Smith were married January 12, 1842.
The result of this union was three children, of whom John, the
subject ot this sketch, was the second. "While the school advantages in his youth were not so good as they are now, he was enabled by close application to his studies, and an attendance at
school of the three winter months, to get more than a common
education. A t the age of twenty-four he attended one term of the
Lebanon ((>.) Normal School, and this practically finished his education. His chances for a superior education would have been
good,.but his father died in 1848. when John was only four years
old, and he had his own way to make in the world. In 1870 he
was united in marriage to Miss Frances M . Bechtell, by whom he
has had five children, three living: Efiie, Jessie, and "Willie, aged
four, and one nine years of age. Those deceased are Géorgie, and
and infant, unnamed. The early period of Mr. Smith's life, with
the exception of school time, was spent on a farm until his twentythird year, when he started to learn the carpenter trade. This was
interrupted a short time by his normal school experience, after
which he finished and worked at his trade until 1878, when he went
into his present business at Spring Valley, corner Main Street and
the railroad. In 1800 M r . Smith united himself with Spring Valley Lodge No. 302, Odd-fellows, and lias ever since been a faithful
member and exponent of its beneficent teachings. Politically he

SPRN
IG VALLEY TOWNSHP
I.

879

is a Democrat of pronounced views when asked, but he never
allows himself to be drawn into an argument, i f possible. Horatio
Seymour, in 1868, received his first vote. M r . Smith is one of the
councilmen of the village, and also clerk of the township—the result of an election after he had served the unexpired term of B. B.
Watson, who resigned. He is a gentleman, well liked by all who
come in contact with him.
Moses Walton, farmer and stock-raiser, Spring Valley. I n 1664,
four brothers, named Walton, came from England, and settled near
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Prom one of those brothers has descended Moses Walton, the subject of this sketch, who was born in
this township, June 27, 1809. A l l the Waltons were strict orthodox Quakers, and never believed in resorting to arms to redress a
wrong; and when, in the'war of the revolution, Moses' father was
called on to fight the British, he refused. The gun, etc., were
strapped to him, and he and one other were compelled to march
sixty to eighty miles to their rendezvous. There, on refusing again
to serve, he was struck by the captain, with his sword, across the
small of his back, so injuring him that he eventually died from the
effects of it, His father, Edward, and mother, Beborah (Allen)
Walton, were born in Virginia, January 30, 1777, and A p r i l 10,
1775, respectively. His father died April 10,1867, at the advanced
age of ninety years. During his youth he only had an opportunity
to attend school during about two of the winter months, and then
the teacher was secured by subscription. A t the age of twentytwo years he commenced life for himself, as a farmer. Three years
after, October 30,,1834, he was united in marriage with Mary
Cooke, daughter of John Cooke, one of the first pioneers of Warren County, this state. She died March 15, 1844, leaving five children, the result of the union. He was married again, October 1,
J-845, to Rachel Reagon, daughter of Reason Reagon, another of
the pioneers of Warren County, and by her had one child, which
was left without a mother April 26, 1848. September 19, 1849, he
was for the third time married to Miss Deborah Johnson, daughter
of Joseph A.Johnson, a pioneer of Highland County, this state.
Mr. and Mrs. Walton are the parents of eight children, four of
whom are now living. I n the late war, his son Samuel enlisted at
the first call for three months' volunteers. A f t e r his discharge he
again enlisted, and was made second lieutenant of his company in
the Ninety-Fourth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. After
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serving some time, he became dissatisfied with some of his superior
officers, resigned, and came home. In his religion, Mr. Walton is
an orthodox Quaker. /Politically, he has been a Whig and Free
Soiler, and is now a Republican. In his social relations he is respected by all with whom he comes in contact. During his life he
has been farmer, pork dealer, storekeeper, and stock raiser, and in
all has enjoyed a character for unblemished integrity. He is a gentleman whom any one may feel proud to call friend.
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brick structures. The village is on the line of the proposed Columbus and Cincinnati Narrow Gauge Railroad. A number of new
buildings are in process of erection, and should the road be completed, an era of prosperity will dawn on the inhabitants of the
town and vicinity.
Following is a showing of the business interests: Saw-mill,
James and Thomas Babb; carriage manufactory, Allen and Eli
Powers; blacksmithing, William King; postoffice and groceries,
John B. Mason; harness, Bewis Thomas; physician, William
Rowse.
Township officials : Trustees, John Mallow, Baniel H . Oglesbee,
Samuel McKay; clerk, Marion Williams ; treasurer, Allen Bowers;
justices of the peace, Alfred Bowers, Joseph Cummings.
BIOGRAPHICAL.

Thomas B. Cummings, farmer, is a native of Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, where he was reared and educated. Came to this
county in November, 1836, where he has since resided. Was twice
married; first to Mary Moots, of this county, who died October 1,
1861. Eight children were the result of this marriage : Mary, Ada,
Joseph, James, Sarah, Thomas, Martha, and John; Mary and Ada
deceased. John is at home, and the others are married. Joseph,
James, and Thomas served in the war of the rebellion. September 11, 1862, Mr. Cummings married Martha McNair, but has no
children by this union. They are both members of the Reformed
Church. His first wife was a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He served a term of years as justice of the peace. Has
a farm of two hundred and fifty acres, well improved, on which he
lives, and it is one of the most desirable localities in the township.
He farms to grain and stock.
Allen Faulkner, farmer, was born in this county, July 29, 1824,
where he was reared and educated. He was married in July, 1847,
to Elizabeth A. Hartsook, also of this county, and eight children
were the result of their marriage: Jonathan R., Franklin K., Lydia
C, Cordelia J., Louisa E., Thomas IL, James F., and Cora A., four
of whom are living : Cordelia, Louisa, Thomas, and James. Mr.
Faulkner has a farm of two hundred and sixty acres, well improved,
and farms to grain and stock. He and his wife are members of
the Methodist Church, having united with the same abou' the year
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1844. Cordelia is also a member of this church. Mr. Faulkuer's
parents were natives of Virginia and Kentucky, and were married
about the year 1804. They came to this county about the year
1801, and were parents of eight children, of whom four are living.
Eber Haines, farmer, is a native of this county, and was born
January 20. 1825. March 9, 1848. he was married to Mary Mendenhalí. of Miami County. Ten children were the result of this
union, three of whom are' deceased : Lydia A., William, and an infant. Those living are Margaret E., Zhnri P., Thaddens A., Priscilla A., Webster, Mary M., and Watts. M r . Haines has a farm of
one hundred and one acres, well improved, and farms to grain and
stock. He and his family are members of the Friends' Church.
The church relationship of the entire family has been a source of
much comfort and pleasure. He takes an active part in the public
services, aud serves his Master daily. The family is of good repute,
and calculated to elevate their associates into a nobler and better
life, the love of God being shed abroad in the hearts of the family.
Mr. Haiues has been preaching several years for the cause in which
his soul is engaged.
James F . Hartsook, farmer, is a native of this county, and was
born February 3, 1831. May 28, 1868, he was married to Mary J.
Hale, of this county. Four children were the result of this union :
Luther H , Alleu S„ Harper K., and Silas B., all of whom are living but Allen, who died at the early age of six months. Mr. Hartsook has a farm containing one hundred and twenty-five acres, well
improved, on which he lives, farming chiefly to grain. Himself
aud wife are members of the Methodist Church. He united with
the church in 1865, and she some years previous. He served in the
late war, as a member of Company P, One Hundred and Tenth
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; was in the battles of Winchester^ the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, Pittsburgh, and
others. He served two years and ten months in defense of his beloved and perishing country, and received a flesh wound only.
Samuel F. McKay, farmer, is a native of Clinton County, Ohio :
was born May 8, 1825, reared and educated there.
AVas married,
March 17, 1850, to Angeline A . Moore of this county, a native of
Virginia; five children is the result of this union : George A., M .
Louisa. Oscar F.. Sarah J., and Irving F., all of whom are living,
aud three married. Irving aud Sarah are yet at home with their
parents. Mr. McKay has a farm of three hundred and forty acres

CJîSAR's CREEK TOWNSHIP.

891

left, after giving his children one hundred and eighty acres. He
uiherited ninety acres of land on which there were no buildings,
except a log house 14x18 feet, and a log pen without a roof; to
which he has added four hundred and thirty acres, and his farm
well improved. Has a good, large house, and a barn. Most of his
money was made by raising wheat and hogs. A t one time, he sold
sixty-two hogs for twenty-four hundred and fifteen dollars. Mr.
McKay's parents (George and Mary) were members of the Baptist
Church. Mr. McKay died June 11, 1850, and Mrs. McKay September 25, 1878. She met death submissively.
Stacy Mason is the son of John and Mary (Beven) Mason ; the
former was born January 15, 1795. They were married in the
same county in which they were born, in the year 1816, and lived
in the same two years, then moved to Belmont County, Ohio, and
located in a small town called Flushing, where he carried on wagonmaking for about sixteen years. Also held the office of justice of
the peace for nine years, at the same time trading in horses, hogs
and cattle, and butchering. Eight children were born to Mr. and
Mrs. Mason, five boys and three girls: Owen, Stacy, David, Lydia Ann, Catherine, Gideon, John, and Susanna, all born in Belmont County, except Owen, who was born in Virginia. Iu 1834,
the family removed to this county, locating ten miles south of
Xenia, and carried on farming until the old gentleman's death, in
1879, his wife having previously died, in 1877. Stacy, the subject
of this sketch, was born in Belmont County, Ohio, Becember 25,
1818. After his father moved to this county, he hired to work in
a grist-mill on Todd's Fork, in Clinton County, owned by Mr. H .
Lewis. After remaining about a year, he drove a team for Mr. K.
Sweney, on Caesar's Creek, for about two years, at two hundred
dollars per year ; then ran a huckster wagon three years ; after which
he purchased a general dry goods and grocery store in Baintersville, Greene County, which he operated about ten years ; when he
traded this to Mahlon Fawcett for a farm in Caesar's Creek Township, one mile south of Paintersville; rented the farm out, and
bought a dry goods store of G. R, Bawson, at Bloomington, Clinton County, Ohio ; remained there two years, sold the store to John
Beason and Son, and moved on the farm which he operated nine
years, trading meanwhile in all kinds of stock ; then moved to Paintersville where he now resides. Mr. Mason has, during his life,
bought and sold three farms, and now owns six acres nes r Paint-
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ersville. He was married Xovember 7, 1841, to Elizabeth Bruce,
who bore him three children, all girls: Mary K., Catherine J., and
A n n E. Mary and A n n married two brothers, S. P., and S. IT.
Elis, and Catherine married Joseph Wilson; all farmers.
Christopher Middleton, farmer, is a native of this county; born
August 4, 1834. and was roared and educated here. Was married
to Margaret Bevoe, of the same county, a native of Virginia, Becember, 1868 ; eight children were the result of this union : Emma J.,
John H , Susan, Mary F., Ella B.. Lorratta, Thomas B., and Lizzie,
all of whom are living save Susan, who died at the early age o f t e n
months. Mr. Middleton has a farm of one hundred and twentyacres, well improved, on which he lives. His farm is a very desirable one, and worth about one hundred dollars per acre. He is
what we might properly call a "self-made man," as he inheritedbut little of his wealth, the remainder being the result of his industry
and good management. M r . and Mrs. Middleton are members of
the Methodist Church. Mr. Middletou's parents, John and Susan
(Mussetter) Middleton, were natives of Virginia. Mr. Middleton,
sr., was one of the pioneers of this county, coming here in 1826, and
died September 7, 1864. Mrs. Middleton died August 5, 1852.
They were parents of ten children.
Abel Beterson, farmer, is a son of Jacob and Hannah (Stookey)
Peterson, and was born October 18, 1811, iu Hardy County, V i r ginia, the native place of his parents. They died in Ohio; Mr.
Peterson, January 3, 1867. aged about eighty-two years, and Mrs.
Peterson, December 13, 1857, aged seventy-one years. They were
parents of ten children, eight of whom are living. Abel, our subject, is the second child, and was married, September 26, 1844, to
Alivia E. Weaver, of this county. Four children is the result of
this union : Mary E., Martha J., Hannah C , and Clarissa A . , three
of whom are married. Hannah C. and her husband, Charles E.
Harrison, are living in the house with her parents. Mary and
Martha reside in H i l l County, Xebraska. Clarissa is yet single, aud
at home. Mr. and Mrs. Peterson are members of the Reformed
Church, he uniting about the year 1833. and his wife about 1854.
He has a farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres, and farms
chiefly to grain. He came to Ohio in the fall of 1817, and has been
a resident of the state ever since.
Abel F.Peterson, farmer, is a native of this county, aud was born
July 27, 1841, and was also reared and educated in this county.
He was married to Eliza J. St. John, of this county, October 13,
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1868, and five children is the result of the union : Mary E., Clarissa A . , Orie I . , Carrie B., and Cyrus, all of whom are at home
with their parents. Mr. and Mrs. Beterson are members of the
Reformed Church, he uniting at the age of sixteen years. His wife
was formerly a member of the Methodist Church, she having united
with the Reformed Church after marriage. Mr. Beterson was a
member of Company B , One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Volunteers,
enlisting August 22, 1862, and discharged October 2, 1862. He
was in several heavy battles, among which were the Wilderness,
Cold Harbor, and Spottsylvania, and came home without a wound.
Alfred Bodgers, blacksmith, is a native of Kentucky, where he
was reared and lived until the close of the rebellion, at which time
his master (Abram Colwell) was compelled to release him from
bondage, together with thirty-nine others. He was born in March,
1829. I n Becember, 1860, was married to Bottie Evans. Henry
Grant, their only child, was born September 22,1869. Mr. Bodgers
served in the army two years; came to Ohio in 1864, and has since
that date been a resident of the state. He has a home, consisting'
7
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of two acres of land, on which is located a house and blacksmith
shop. As a workman he has few superiors, as his increasing business will fully attest. He was taught his trade in Kentucky. His
in parents, Robert, who died in 1860, and Kittie (Coldwell), who died
1870, were blessed with twenty-one children, Alfred being the third.
Joseph Saville, farmer, Xenia, is a native of Rockbridge County,
Virginia, where he lived until ten years of age, and then came to
this count}', where he has since lived. Was born February 15,
1817, and came to Ohio in 1827. Was married August 0, 1840, to
Hannah Ketterman, of this county; she is also a native of Virginia, Ten children were the result of this union : A ndrew C , John
L., Milton G., Emiline, Mary J., Martha A., Sarah E., Ellen C ,
Florence, aud one died in her infancy. A l l of them are living, save
Andrew C , and John L., and are all married, save Ellen, who is at
home with her parents. Mr. Saville has a farm of one hundred
and seventy-five acres, well improved ; farms to both grain and
stock. Mr. and Mrs. Saville are members of the Reformed Church,
having united with the same in the year 1838. The children were
all members of the church until Martha A . and Sarah E. were
married, when they connected themselves to the. Methodist Church
with their husbands. M r . Saville has been an elder in the church
about twenty-five years. The family will some time join t íe Church
Eternal, where they will reap the reward of their earthly labors.

